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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

FROM THE VATICAN, January 15, 1979

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

The Holy Father received with pleasure the
letter you wrote on the occasion of his election
to the See of Rome.

It is indeed inspiring for His Holiness, at
the beginning of his spiritual mission, to assess
the deep echo this mission finds even in those who
do not belong to the Church. It is also significant
to see the growing relation between the Roman Cath-
olic Church and the Jewish religion, in the wake of
the Second Vatican Council and its Declaration
Nostra Aetate on the relation of the Church with the
non-Christian religions. The texts you sent with
your letter point in this direction. This relation
will certainly grow.even more strongly and decisively
in the future, with the good will of the parties
concerned.

The Holy Father thanks you for your prayers
and good wishes for his ministry and his person and
in his own prayers he will not forget you.

With best wishes, I remain

Sincerely yours,

r
o o
+G. Caprio
Substitute

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022



Via Sen Crescenziano 11 . POR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

00199 Rome _ ' (3 November 1978)
Phone: 8310761

. Dr. Joseph L. Lichten, representative of the Anti-Defamation.
League of B'nai Brith in Rome, made the following atatement
on Pope John Paul II's relationship with Jews: e B L .

"In the rush to bring to the public attention detailed -
information on Pope John Paul II, we have witnessed a vast '
array of articles, most of them helpful in our understanding -
"of him. Eowever, in one me=jor area, his relaticrps with Jews,
" details have been sketchy. We believe the following informaéi
tion will more accurately complete a profile of the Pope in :
this important‘grea. ..1  -

"The facts are that during the German occupation of ... %M .
Poland in World War II, the then Karol Wojtyla was active - ' .
in an underground collaborating with the Christian bemo-:éigigf
cratic organization (UNIZ) which had a record of helping = 4"3
Jews, It is because of this clrcumstance that he was;placgd-‘
on & blacklist of the Nazis. Further, during the Nazi 5Q:w133‘
occupation, Karol Wojtyla played a role in assisting Jewa}f e
to £ind shelter and false Aryan identification papers. _-.
Toward the end of the war, he was hidden in the cellarr”', =,
of the palace of Cardinal Sapieha to avoid arrest by the*ﬁ?:}_j
- Nazis and remsined there until they left Krakow. After </ '
the war, when only about 500 Jews remained in Krakow out’:
of 'a once flourishing Jewish community, Cardinal Wojtyla'ﬁ,
helped orgenize the permanent care of the Krakow Jewish .~ ..
cemetery. In 1968, as Archbishop of Kraskow, he opposed e
the expullsion of the remnants of Polish Jewry from the.
country of their birth.

"People must understand that the internal structure
of the Catholic Church in Communist Poland was, and is, -
different from the position of the Church in Western
Democratic countries. In view of the delicate Church-State
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reletione, evory matter which is not strioctly liturgioal has
to be decided by the Polish Primate's office, Under Communist
restrictions and ever possiblerepression, Polish priests and
- prelates must carefully watch and judge fully what they say
and do. Nevertheless, the Krakow Weekly, Tygodnik Powszechny,
which plays a double role as a diocesan and national newspaper
and is edited by Catholic laymen, has had articles relating

- to Jews. There are, in my Jjudgment, very few Catholic news-
papers outside the free world which would devote more space

to the holocaust, Jewish martyrdom, Catholic-Jewish relations

- and Vatican activities. Our information is that the then- -~ ~ - : L

Cardinal Wojtyla played the gulding role in the operations:
of this very important Polish Catholic publication.

"It is of interest that Cardinal Wojtyla knew Jews: ass a
child, as a young man and as an adult. He studied with them
from the time he was six years old, and his closest friend and
former schoolmate, Jerzy Kluger, is‘a Jew. As a youth, the
Pope visited almost daily the home of his friend and other
members of the Kluger family. His friend's father was chairman

- of the Jewish community in Wadowice. (The Pope did not settle
in Krakow until after he was 18 years old.) This friendship
‘continued after the war and reached its péak recently when the
two men had the occasion to renew their association. The Pope
met with his friend and the latter's family, and indicated that
he was very pleased that he was photographed with them. 'My
picture number 1, ' the Pope said. '

declaration on religious freedom. In one of his major religious:
writings he spoke positively and constructively about the

declaration on the relations of the Church with non-Christian
religions, including Judaism (Nostra Aetate). As such, we

have every reason to expect that he will continue Catholic-
Jewish relaetions in the spirit of this document. It is our
belief that Pope John Paul II, as one of the most distinguished -
sons of Poland, & country which for centuries has had to siruggle
for its security and independence, understands these same aims
of the Jewish people and of the State of Isrsel.”

b ot A
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES
ANOTHER SIDE OF POPE JOHN PAUL I

By Edwin Eytan

PARIS, Oct. 25 (JTA) -- The Vatican and
its all-powerful head, the Pope, have played a
crucial role in Jewish life for half a century now.
Voluntarily like Pope John XXIII or involuntarily
like Pope Pius XII they have affected the lives,
and, some say the deaths, of millions of Jews
throughout the world.

Historians are still scanning the "silences"
of Pius XIl whom many blame for Hitler's rise to
power and the "final solution.” Rabbis and liberal
groups still act on the basis of the dialogue insti-
tuted by Pope John while political leaders take
into consideration Paul VI statements on Jerusalem
and the Middle East. :

For the first time in contemporary history the
Vatican has at its head a man who seems never to
have taken an interest in the Jewish question and
this in spite of the fact that the greatest Jewish
Holocaust took place in his native country,
Poland, and never to have made a statement on
the Jews, Jerusalem or the Middle East. The new-
ly elected Pope, John Paul I, has steadfastly re-
mained aloof from all these problems.

As Karol Cardinal Wojtyla of Cracow, he
has never had any contact with the Polish Jewish
community or with visiting foreign Jewish delega-
tions. He has never visited what was left of the
Warsaw Jewish ghetto in which over one million
Polish Jews suffered before their final deportation
and death, nor that of his own home city of Crac-
ow in which he lived all his life. Catholic priests
who had worked with him at his See explained
that "Warsaw is outside his diocese™ and that
"there was no ghetto in Cracow, "

Seemed Uninterested In Jewish Issue

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency has talked
with a number of his former aides in Poland and
has also contacted the Polish news agency "Inter-
press" for details concerning the new Pope's for-
mer life and work. As one Catholic priest who
had worked with him for years told the JTA by
telephone from Poland, "The Cardinal simply’
seemed uninterested in this issue. He was for too
busy and overloaded with what seemed and were
more urgent problems such as defending and mak-
ing the Catholic church prosper in @ Communist
state, "

During the war years, young Karol Wojtyla
was mainly interested in theatrical activities. He
organized and ran an amateur group, "Rhapsodia, '
which played a variety of plays including some by
William Shakespeare and other British authors.
Several prominent Polish Catholics told JTA that
this activity "is considered by us as an act of re-
sistance to the German occupation.” The group
also played in Cotholic schools and for various
workers groups.

Young Wojtyla, who haod always been highly
religious and interested in theology, in 9
joined the Catholic seminary. He also started
working in the chemical factory belonging to the
"Solvay" group to obtain an "arbeitskarte" which
would protect him from possible deportation to a
German work camp. He seems to have worked
only part time at the "Solvay" factory and when
arrested once as ¢ hostage by the Germans he was
immediately released after the intervention of the
Catholic Bishop.

Both local priests and Interpress told JTA
that he was not active in the resistance aside

from his theatrical activities and had had no con-

tact with Jews nor the opportunity to help any of
them. Both these sources added, "He might have
done some things during this period about which
we have no knowledge." But both sources said this
"seems highly unlikely. "

Wojtyla was ordained in 1946 and after o doc-
torate in philosophy proceeded to take one in the-
ology. Part of these studies were at the Lublin
Catholic University where he picked up some Heb-
rew. Some of his former aides say that his Hebrew
"is good enough to read even some modern texts and
the Cardinal might possibly even speak a few words
in this language. "

The Cardinal leamed Hebrew, these sources
explain, as part of his theological studies and not
because of any particular interest in the language.
"The Cardinal is just very gifted for Foreigr?siung.-. =
uages and robabiy picked up more Hebrew than
someone else would have done in the course of simi-
lor studies, " the sources say. The Pope speaks
Polish, Russian, English, French, Italian, German
and Spanish besides Latin and ancient Greek.

Never Met With Jews

The Coardinal also never met, as far as his for-
mer aides can remember, with surviving Polish Jews
or visiting Jewish delegations. His former secretary
told me "the Cardinal most probably would have re-
ceived a Jewish delegation but none ever requested
an audience. It just simply never happened. The
Cardinal never had the rtunity to meet Jews."

Local Jews still living in Cracow told the
JTA they never had an opportunity to call on him.
"You must understand, " a local Jew said, “"that for
us here he was a more important man than (President
Edward) Gierek himself. For us the Cardinal was a
very important man, not only the head of the local

Catholic church but somehow he appeared-to most--—~— - -

as the ruler, the Prince of this very Catholic city
with its dozens of churches, seminaries and social
centers. We would never have dreamed to ask to
meet him or to invite him to a Jewish function. It
just seemed inconceivable, "

The same local Jew added: "Our relations with

 the local Catholic church have been very good and

we were even told:that.at the time of (President
Wiadyslaw) Gomulka's anti-Jewish and anti-Israel
statements (in 1968), the Cardinal protested. |t was
a rumor and we never had any confirmation that it
was true. It helped us, however, in our daily rela-
tions with the local Catholic parishes and faithful . "

A Complete Enigma

The conclusion from all these interviews and
conversations is that the new P hos up till now
refrained, either voluntarily oroﬁcause of lack of
interest, from any contact with Jews in Poland or
abroad. He has often visited Paris, Rome and other
West European capitals-but as faras it is known has
never met a Jew.

He has olso never shown any apparent interest
in the Holocaust and the martyrdom of Poland's Jews
except within the wider context of "human persecu-
tions." On the Middle East he never took any stand
except to pray for Jerusalem "the city of Christ"
and to launch a plea on behalf of Lebanon after
his election.

Pope John Paul |l is the first Pole to head the
Catholic church. He is also the first Cardinal in
recent years who is a complete enigma to Jewish
observers and to Middle East scene watchers. Rela-
tively young, 58, no one can even dare to guess
whatﬁer his reign will be more like John's or more
like Paul's.
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SPECIAL INTERVIEW
DRAFTING OF A PEACE TREATY
By Joseph Polakoff

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25 {JTAY -- The son
of a Polish immigrant who made a \jvinyg for his
family as a small retail merchant in\Penhsylvania
and Ohio is a key American figure ik the\drafting
of the peace agreement between Eg
at the Blair House conference.

He is Herbert Haonsell, legal advi
retary of State Cyrus Vance and the le
and supervisor of the State Department's lggal
affairs. He is thus the chief lawyer for the\Amer{-
con govemment in international negotiationy a
accords. Honsell, who was named to the S
Department post s‘qori’ly"uﬁ_er President Carter
inaugurated last year and then speedily confirm
by the Senate, has been literally working night
and day, weekends included, since the Blair
House conference began Oct, 12.

One of the eight members of the American
delegation to the Blair House talks, Hansell is
credited with having "a |°’93J’°"" in the writing
of the two treaty negotiating drafts that the Uniteg
States presented to Egypt and Israel. From these
papers and supplementary writings, the Egyptian
and Israeli delegations reached agreements that
were sent to Cairo and Jerusalem for the govern-
ments there to consider. | or

"It's been pretty much of-a continuous pro=
cess since the negotiations began," Hansell told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in an interview in
which he was highﬁ' reluctant to discuss his part,
let alone the substance of his work in the negotia-
tions. However, it was learned his mornings ot
the State Department for the past two weeks have
begun at 6 or 6:30 and that the activity, either
in the State Department or Blair House or the
Madison Hotel, where the delegations are staying
continued until midnight and beyond.

Worked On Camp David, Panama Treaties
Hansell, who will be 53 on Nov. 16, also

had an important role in the legal work connec-
ted with the Camp David conference and a

rin=
cipal part in the tortuous negofiations that Eri#-'
alfy resulted in the Panama Canal treaty. While
he did not go to Camp David himself during the
I3-day conference there last month, he prepared
much of the legal papers in the State Department
that was funneled into the writing of the two
Middle East settlement frameworks that emerged
from the conference.

His extensive involvement in the Panama
treaty talks was indicated by his participation in
the treaty signing in September, 1977, when the .
leaders of Latin American governments came to
the White House for.an unprecedented ceremony.
"Hansell was the guy who handled that treaty
signing, " JTA wos informed. The government of
Panama's stamp commemorating the White House
scene shows Hansell standing behind President
Carter. _

Hansell and his wife, the former Jeanne
Harris, have three children. They are members of
a suburban temple in Cleveland where Hansell
was long active in Jewish affairs, including the
Jewish Welfare Federation. Mrs. Hansell, a
social worker who had previously served at the
Fair Hill Mental Center in Cleveland is now a
practicing therapist in Washington.

Before joining the State Department,
Hansell was.with the Cleveland law firm of
Jones, Day Reavis and Pogue for 24 years. He

had also been with a low firm in New YQ&M

two years prior to. that and served the National
Science Foundation as its generul counsel for two
years. Hansell was chairman of the Advisory
Committee on Law and Technology at Massachus-
etts Institute of Technology and of the committee
of the law school of the Yale University Council.
He received a BS degree at MIT in 1946 and his
low degree from Yale three years later.

UN UNIT ADOPTS ANTI-ISRAEL PROVISIONS
By Yitzhok Rabi

UNITED NATIONS, Oct. 25 (JTA) -~ The
General Assembly's Social, Cultural and Human~-
itorian Committee (the Third Committee) last night
adopted two draft resolutions with strong anti-
Israel provisions.

The first resolution, on the intemational con-
ention on the suppression and punishment of apar~
fbeid, had among its provisions the declaration and
pkogram of action adopted recently in Geneva by
thg World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial
Visgrimination. The declaration and program of

axtion links Zionism with racism, recalling the in-
fomouy 1975 resolution by the General Assembly.
e anti-Israel provision was voted on separ-

ately ¥ad was adopted by a 97-2| vote with [0 ab-
stentioks), Israel, the United States and other
Western\cauntries were among those who voted
against.

The\other resolution, regarding 'the self-

determinafoA of peoples in colonial countries,
included pryvisions condemning Israel’s "expansion-
ist activities\in\the Mideast" and condemned gov-
ernments which did not recognize the right to self-
determination bf\all people, "notably the people of
Africa and the |Palestinion people.” The vote on
the draft was 95-2 with [0 abstentions. The West-
em European copnties, Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, Israel bnd the United States voted against
the draft. The to résolutions are expected to be
approved by the Genekal Assembly,

PLIGHT OF SYRIAN JEWRY

By Maurice Samuelsgn

LONDON, Odt, 2§ (JTA) -- A British jour~
nalist who has recently retymed from Damascus says
that he was arrested there when he tried to inter-
view a rabbi on the plight of\Syrian Jewry. Kevin
Murphy, of the London Evening News, was arrested
10 minutes after entering\the Domascus home of
Robbi Ibrahim Hamra and \taken to a police station.
The young rabbi, who had\been\due to attend syna-
gogue prayers, arrived thene at the police station
afterwards. Later, the intelviewl was permitted in
the presence of the chief of police, his deputy and
an interpreter.,

"The supervised answer painled a pleasant

picture of Jewish life in Syria}" phy said. This
contrasted with his own coriclulion that the life of
Syrian Jews was harsh. "Jews ake clodely watched

by a network of informers and ard not d|lowed to
receive foreign visitors freely." :

Another Damascus Jew had fold hitn: "The
Jews would like to leave Syria but they dye not al=
lowed to emigrate.” If they want #d visit binother
country they have to give the Syrian'goverhment a
3215 Pounds Sterling bond to ensure thiir return. "
A third Jew had suggested that illegal émigrgtion
by any of the Jews would prompt a fiercé,reattion
from the government against those left behind
Murphy odds. Commenting on the report, Adngn
Omran, the Syrian Ambassador in London, said)
"Jews in Syria enjoy the same civil rights as the

|
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To: Rabbi Marec. H. Tanenbaum

From: Gerhart M. Riegner
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CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
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TELEX 8850820

Geneva, January

TEL - AV I V
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19, 1979

L

T am sending you herewith enclosed a confidential memorandum

on the recent meeting at the Vatican.

Kind regards.




i} THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

EUROPEAN OFFICE ¢ 41, Rue Paul Doumer, 75016 Paris, france Tel. 503-0156, 520-0660  Cable: Wishcom, Paris
Nives Fox, European Representative

January 18, 1879

MEMORANDUM

To: Bertram Gold, 7 mbbi Mark Tanenbaum
From: Zachariah Shuster ' '
Subj: Audience with the Pope

During my recent stay in Israel I had a long conversation with

Dr Riegner of the World Jewish Congress and discussed with him
the proposed audience with Pope John Paul II. We agreed that

a group of us should meet in Rome with leading personalities of
the Vatican dealing with Jewish matters and tackle with them the
various aspects of the subject. The meeting was arranged for
Monday, January 15. The members of our group were Dr Gerhard °.
Riegner, Fritz Becker, Rome representative of the W.J.C., Joseph -
Lichten of the A.D.L. and myself. From the Vatican there were
Monsignor Torella, Vice-President of the Secretariat for the
Promotion of Christian Unity, Monsignor Charles Moeller and
Father Mejia, Secretary of the Commission for Religious Relations
with Jews.

Before reporting the proceedings of this meeting, it is imporgant
to emphasige a development which occured a short while before the
meeting.  We have learnt that the A.D.L. has submitted two weeks
ago a request to the Vatican for a separate audience for an A.D.L.
delegation with the Pope, and asked for it to take place at the
end of February. The reason for the proposed date is that, at
that time, a group of A.D.L. leaders intends to come to Europe

for the purpose of inaugorating the newly established A.D.L.
office in Paris, under the direction of Mr Leshnik who has been
working for the A.D.L. in New-York. Both Riegner and myself were,
of course, very indignant at this demarchy which we considered to
be contrary to the spirit of the decisions adopted at the meeting
of IJCIC in December 1978, and we felt that such a meeting would
certainly debilitate the effectiveness of the audience planned
with several Jewish organisations. I agreed with Dr Riegner that
Mr Lichten be approached and that we convey to him our strong
resentment at such behaviour on the part of the A.D.L. For obvious
reasons I asked Dr Riegner to see Lichter by himself. Dr Riegner
reported to me that he protested very strongly against this A.D.L.

RICHARD MAASS, President W B BEATRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President -

MAYNARD |. .WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors ® MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, National Execulive Council @ HOWARD 1. FRIEDMAN, Chalrman, Eloa{d of Trustees . W
. GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasursr W LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary ™ ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate Treasurer W THEQDORE ELLENOFF, Eh_aln'nan, Exet.u:wa Committee =
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFEMAN, ELMER L. WINTER ® Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,
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demarchg and informed him that if the A.D.L. would not withdraw
the request for an audience, A.D.L. will probably be excluded
from IJCIC, and be publicly condamned by all other Jewish
organisations for a breach of faith and for an act armful to
Jewish interests. It seems that Lichten was impressed by this
reaction, and ofi the very day of the meeting was twice in
contact with the A.D.L., leadership in New-Yppx. I would not ci
be surprised if Mr Klutznik had been informed of this matter and
also took action with the A.D.L. leadership. As a result of this
intervention, Lichten received instructions from New-York to
withdraw the request for an audience, and promised to staée this
fact to our partners at the meeting at the Vatican, which he
actually did in our presence. ;

The meeting with the three Vatican authorities lasted for almost
two hours, and was held in a spirit of cooperation and with the
desire to make the first Jewish audience with the Pope significant
in every possible way.

With regard to the composition of the Jewish group, we expressed
the view that it should not be limitate only to the presidence
of organisations, but also include other persons of the Jewish
organisatfons who are permanently active in the field of inter-
religious relations. We also indicated that we might want to
co-opt several Jewish representatives from Europe and Latin-
America, for otherwise the group would consist primarily of
Americans and Israelis. The Vatican representatives agreed with
our view, but said that this would perhaps enlarge the Jewish
group to an unmanageable size,

After a rather lenghty conversation, both sides felt that it would
be useful to divide this event into two parts:

- The first part would consist of an informal conversation
with a sizeable group of Vatican personalities on various subjects
of mutual interest, a conversation in which all participants of
both sides will be free to express their views. The Jewish
participants would consist both of the presidents of organisations
as well as all others active in this field. The Vatican
personalities felt that the subjects to be discussed at this
conversatéon should also deal with general problems as human rights,
religious liberty, poverty, Third World, etc....

— The second part would be the formal one: the audience with
the Pope. There, one or two representatives of the Jewish group
should adress the Pope and the Pope would respond with a formal
declaration. Vatican representatives felt that the Pope,
according to his habit, would probably develop an informal
discussion after his declaration...

We agreed to the principle that the event consist of two parts
but postponed considerations as to whether the informal discussion
take place before or after the audience. We suggested that in the
course of preparations for the audience, we should exchange in



advance texts of the declarations by the Jewish group and the
Pope. Both sides felt that it would be necessary to have further
joint meetings on this and other matters.

With regard to the date, Vatican personalities proposed to have

the audience either in the second half of February or in the

middle of March. We preferred March, for the reason that this
would give us more time to go through with all the necessary prepa-
rations. Furthermore, many Vatican personalities, including Father
Mejia, will be in Mexico from the end of January to February 15,
and we would not have much opportunity to discuss with them the
substantive and procedural aspects of the audience, if it is to
take place in February. They then suggested that the audience

take place between March 12 to March L5,

We had the definitive impression that the idea of an audience was
already approved on the highest level of the Vatican, and we were
promised that we will be informed within a few days of the exacte
date of the audience.

c.c. to F.A.D.
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subjeot s Pops John Paul II’s Visit to Mexico.

Bfter a six days visit to maxlcn. Pope John Paul II returned yesterday
to the Vaticen and his visit has givan way to serious polemics.

The Poped visit was on account of the opening sessfon of the III CELAM
Canfarence (Conssjo Episcopal Latinoamericano), which was inaugurated on
Sundsy, January 27th but it was also en impressive pilgrimage on part of
ths Pope through a seriss of cities throughout the Mexican Republic.

This visit to Mexico hes created nuclei or pnlas among the Mexican =

People in quite a revealing and radical way. To tell the truth, the Pon™

- tiff did not build any bridgss, but rather, and without wanting it to be

so, he opened old wounds in tha long time struggle in Mexico bstwsen Sta~

te and Church. His presence gave way to both violent and unéxpacted re”
actions.

It is unquastionsble that the Poped visit to Mexico wes highly signi=
ficant. Latin America is the most catholic of all the Continents and Me=
xico is one of tha most catholic countries of this Continent, With a po~=
pulation of 65 million, of mh:lch 96% are catholics,

. The official walcoms to the Pope with the presance of tha Mexican Pre=
sident and the First Lady hes besn sub ject to commentary, because the =
Pope s visit to this country wes naither officfel nor a State visit. Also,
the fact that the Presidsnt of Mexico with all his family welcomad Pops =

- John Paul at ths official presidential residence of_Los Pinos end hsld =a
ons hour interview with him with the sole prssence of ons intsrprster, has
drawn the sttention of the political factions of the country.

Mexico has no diplomatic relations with the Vatican, but far some y%ra
now, the Nuncio Papal (Papal Harbinger) is the representative of the Vati-
can in Mexico and it contacts fresly all spheres nf the church in this coun*

trye.

It has been known emong political greups, that inside the government,
a numher of membors of the Cabinst wers opgpssed to this visit. Ameng those
4 oppessad were the fliinister of Foreing A feirs and tha Minister of tha Inte”
| rior, who exprassed their reticencs, THa opinion of President Josd Lopez =
Portillo preveiled, and thus, the ane s visit surpassed all expectations,

[



b

‘Undoubtadly that this visit had a fumbsr of politicsl implicetions

- interwovsn with the Vaticen’s interest to rstrievs followsrs and thus '
Strangthn tha catholic" axpraaalon in this country.

During the Pnpa ‘s aix days visit, bosides his numerous activities in .
Maxico City, hs visitad ths cities of Puebla, Oaxacs, Guadala jara and =
Monterrey and it ig estimated -that about 20 million people wesre prasent
at all times during his ectivities all over ths country, end saw him par=
sonally at one time or another, This, without adding the millions of pso~
ple who wsre glusd to their T.V, sets and who greadily read ths daily <=
namspapers which allotted ths naxinun spaca to the daclarations, spesches
and homiliss of tha Pnpq :

For ths first tims. in tha history nf mexico, aight hundrad thousand =*
psopla congregatad in the main square outside the Cathadral snc in nearby
strests, to listen to a Mass in which the Pope participated, The sams ==
happonad in Pushle befors a group of thres hundred end fifty thousand ==
psople, a fact that is oppossad to the ruling of the Mexican Constitution

which forbids rsligious activitiss in open public spaces, EL DIA nauspaper,

published a colum nrltten by jaumal:lst Jorge Aymemi in which he statesi

- “Unfortunately our disti.ngulshed guest, John Paul II, did not
act accordingly to the courtes;; shown to him by the Moxican
Institutions™ .

“With raitaratlon, =ghich could datsrnlnaintentian"-tha Paps
has given his opinion ‘and has orientated, end taken sides on
very delicats matters of our h!.atory and pnl:ltical waye of ™
our country”, . '

“The Pops has .ylol'ated important injunctions of the Contitution
and of the basic Lews that rule Mexicen lives™, .

* "It is 8 feir complaint”,

" It has bosn said that tha Pops‘ visit cost the Mexican Governmsnt
three ‘hundred million pssos (fifteen million collars) = dus to ths mo~
bilizetion of the army and the police forece to guard the Pops and al”

- s0-dus to the fact that he had at his disposal a plens from Keromexico™
the Maxicen Airlins Company, which is supported by ths governm=nt, end
which flew him down frem the Dominican Republic to Moxico City, then te
Guadale jara, Oaxaca and flontsrrey and finally to Roms, togather with all
the group of psople that ceme with hia.

It is oxpoctad that in th f‘urthconlng days snd waeks, both in the -
political madie es wsll as in the ‘Msxicen Press, a discussion will erise
 on all these events, Undoubtedly that the church in Mexico with ths Pope %
_prasenca, Shgwad its force and strength and thz desp fanaticism of ths =
moxican peopla, On this, tha UNOD 4AUNO newspepar, in an editoriel commsn™
tary pulgtag out thats' X Pepats o



*~ With the Popaf visit, thsre alsa cams a show~off

" of roligiousnass, The country i{s e catholic ons and

~ 4%s inhabitants scem not to ba énclined to accept = _
nz2ithar other rsligions nor othar philosophical trands,

" whichever be ths way this is undarstood, because *by
the way= all ovar ths country enc in all parishss, rc”
ligion is neithar 1ntsrpr9tud nor practiced in a simi‘
lar fashion,” ;

*Popa John Paull 1I cams in ssarch of a unity for the church

he hsads, but also as its Supreme Chief, And the reeson for
this search of unity is to build up the strength and in~
clusnca of catholicism, uhich, at the moment, menifests itself
only as a ralig.lous curmnt but not as a pn.liti:al. farce like -
in fﬂml‘ till;B. ; .

Dne igportant fact that underlinse the controvarshy that aross with.
tha Pops e visit, is the publicetion in various nswegapers of Mexico Ci™
.ty of a.ons half page Add, One is signed by the PPS (Partido Popular So*
clalista)(Popular Socialist Party) and the other siaoned by the SNTE (Sin-
‘dicato Nacional da Trabejadorss de la Educacidén) (National Union of Wor~
kers of ths Education), in which thay sxprsss their opposition to ths ac™
‘tivities that th2 Pops carrisd out in Maxico, which accerding to them™
arz a viulatinn th tha maxican Conatitutiun and n3~ican Laws,

pqa_-a—-'n--_v'

JEWISH REPRESENTATIVES MEET WITH POPE JOHN PAUL IT

During the Pops’s viedt to Mexico City, hes received a celegation of
the Jewish Community as w=ll a8 other representatives of other religiens
which form the ecumenical group of Moxico., The Jewish Dslegation wee formsd
by threa rabbis and four different repressentatives of Jewish Institutions,
.among them ware ‘Arq. Enriqus Elfes, President of ths Comitd Centrel Israme~
- 1ita (Jewish Central Committes) ‘ancl mysel? in my double cepacity es repre=
santative of the AJC and as Secratary General of the Central Committez, This
mesting wes held at the Seminario Palafoxieno in Pusbla where tha 111 CELAs
Eonfarence is teking placs and - just aftar ths 1uaugural caremony which was
conducted by the Pope hinaal?. !

 The Jewish dslagatinn was lntrnducsd on3 by ona to the Pnpa and ha. =
shook hands with saech of us, Latsr on, a Vatican officsr handed in to hiam
a spzech written in ish which tha Pops started reading very slowly,~
but than he falt it tdpe inaedecuats dua to thz continuous refersncss mads
to Jesus Christ and decidad to put away th2 paper.and improviss a brief =
spaach, Twlca he mentionad warmly that he was highly touched by the pre~



.-4-'_

sznes of the delegation of ths “Comunidac Hebraice™ .

(SIDE CCMMENTARYS The Pope, perhaps usad tha term “Comunidec Hebraica™
es usually used in Italy, or maybe he wantad to avoid nentianing Israsl,

by not calling us by ths usual nams of “tunnnidad Israalita {Jowish =

Community),

This ecumenical d2legetion handad in to the Pops a silver tray as
a gift and also a diploma signed by all tha members of seid delega™
tion. Small Jawish celacations fros Guacdelsjera and Monterrey also
hac a chance to welcoms tha Pope whﬂn ha ulaitad those citias,

1 wuuld 1iks to uantinn that Catholic groups all over tha country,
have viswsd with sympathy and intarsst thess sbuove mentioned meetings
botuwsen tha Jawish rapraaantativaa and Popa John Paul 11.

will appraciata your commentarias and obssrvations. With bast per™
sonal and cordial regards,

C.C. to ¢ Raebbi Marc H. Tananbaum
Bsrtram He Gold -

David Gsllsr :

Jacubk Kebadloff

i
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DRAFT

Your Holiness:
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"Peace, peace be unto you, and peace be to your helpers."
( I Chron. 12:18).

With these words from Holy Scripture we convey to you
-
our sincere good wishes for the success of your pontificate and
our heartfelt prayers for the welfare of the millions of Catholic
faithful throughout the world embraced by your ministry.
psitkatbo

This is an historic moment in the long and often difficult

history of the relations between the Catholic Church and the

Jewish people, a history that was profoundly affected by Vatican II

and subsequent events. With Nostra Aetate, promulgated by the

Vatican Council in 1965 and with the Guidelines whose purpose it
was to amplify the teachings of the Conciliar document, adopted

in 1975, the Church embarked on a profound examination of its
o reme
relationship to Judaism.X The establishment of theKCommissioh for
Religious Relations with the Jews and of the Internatiomal Catholic-
2ol
Jewish Liasion Committee hag” served to encourage a new fraternal

dialogue based on mutual respect. The result has been a significant

improvement in Catholic-Jewish understanding and friendship, based
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on the repudiation of anti-Semitism, the affirmation of a shared

awd kmuun»‘h‘t*5
reverence for Sacred Scripture, support of religious libertyh and ¢
joint social action.

Judaism and the Catholic Church share the belief that
authentic faith compels religious people to be vitally interested
in the welfare of -men and societlies. God is not indifferent to
man's injustice toward his fellow man. We have therefore noted
with admiration that in areas of the world where historic conditions
have led to grave violatjons of religious liberty and other human
rights, the Catholic Church has courageously upheld those values
which flow from our common conviction that man is not an accidental
appearance on the cosmic scene but a creature of God whose dignity
stems from the Divine image implanted by his Creator. As a people

| webued denls
that has known suffering, and impelled by the moral teachings of
tne Proghe¥ o7 Timad - =
our faith, we are committed to the alleviation of human misery
and injustice wherever they may be found.

Your Holiness, Poland, your country of origin, was a great
center of Jewish culture for over a thousand years. This great
epoch in Jewish history came to a tragic end during World War fI.
when most of European Jewry was destroyed, victims of the most
virulent anti-Semitism. Having experienced first-hand the demonic
consequences of religious and racial hatred, which resulted in the
immensg human suffering of World War II and which culminated in

a
th;:#%igcaust of European Jewry, Your Holiness has a special

understanding of the importance of eradicating the spiritual &~ Secred
L]

-
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contamination that is anti-Semitism and of combatting prejudice
in all of its forms.

Anti-Semitism is a virulent disease which can be dormant

i There are “nvies &
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o= to learn by what essential traits Jews define themselves in the
celoultd
‘,,._-,.rrwa- light of their religious experience. In the Jewish self-understand-
destrectyen

p ing, the bond of the people of the covenant to the)land is fundamental.
A“"? In the long history of the Jewish people, few events have been ex-
Uh‘“"

A s Furd perienced with as much pain as the Exile, the separation of the
;"“'f‘” e cpu.ﬁwﬂ do Aue Chv(lren Y Lok

5.-...!'\. people from the land promised by God. Never, during this separation,
et 7

Whert has the people of Israel lost hope in the fulfillment of the Divine

Promise. Coming after the destruction of one third of the Jewish
people, the entry of Israel into the family of nations opened a

new epoch in Jewish consciousness. Once more, Jerusalem is a
united city to whose holy sites all have free access. We sincerely
pray that in an epoch when the normalization of relations even

among states with the most diverse economic and social systems is
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seen as a moral and practical necessity, such normalization of
the relations between Israel and the Vatican -- both rooted in
many common values -- will soon transpire.

Much progress in the relations of the Catholic Church and
the Jewish people has been made since Vatican II. At meetings
of our Liaison Committee, we have welcomed the progressive
elimination of referemces unfavorable to Jews and Judaism from
Catholic teaching materials, and the removal of unfavorable
stereotypes from Jewish teaching materials. We welcomed the paper
presented on behalf of f;e Catholic members of the Liaison Committee
in Venice in 1977 which expressed an appreciation of Judaism as a
living source of revelatory truth. We trust that during your
Pontificate these principles will be reaffirmed and further
progress will be made in advancing mutual esteem between our faith
communities.

The members of the International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations -- consisting of the World Jewish
Congress, the Synagogue Council of Amerioaeguﬂnding the Union of
American Hebrew Congregationg) the American Jewish Committee, Fhe
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith -- and the Israel Jewish
Cpuncil for Interreligious Consultations, reiterate their good
wishes for the success of the tasks before you. May we together

—

contribute to the world of which Isaiah (32:16-17) spoke when he

said:




B I

"Then justice will dwell in the wilderness
and righteousness abide in the fruitful
field. And the effect of righteousness
will be peace, and the result of right-

eousness quietness and trust forever."
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reiterate our blessings for the success of the tasks before you.
May we together contribute to the world of which Isaiah (32:16-17)
spoke when he said:

"Then justice will dwell in the wilderness

;nd righteousness abide in the fruitful

field. And the effect of righteousness will

% e

T

be peace, and the result of righteousness

A

quietness and trust forever."

s

e i T U O e




Aw’ﬂ-g 5 & vimlex R ("ot wl«.s'c-b- Carn be 2 -
- OV Ve ta T

G Thew be yractrvalesd n W A o ie gt
S..«s« e ™e woeplé ‘c-h-l Faat 31s&f-n~-hc«.ﬂ-( ;‘r{ .
L.‘gl“"‘[ ‘ﬁ" IJ““_{M purfeses  1a Neir own

Thewe ane
o ant TM‘!TL
l?"‘"'ﬂ-f""":lj ae Ll R,
;Fw erport +h s Guafnes. Tirr Compenifin of  hatres Awnd AanmSsmet

has  Feswlbed im pmcefey | able dowsge b Presdin of Conference and

e  vrltn o fdamentst  Auwan roylss <] fas  Tewish pesple, I’“’""“”?,
o nee uucu;hil Suckh hatwdi Kave alte [ea 14 o ertruchive CMP)‘“*“*I

‘ 0 hemrmur (e flglics aend v Grlbeu ar MX&" f'M“"‘-L(
frest  hor do-r», Yirea ﬂmhf'c.!!. a Aq'fl-.#m-d v-‘fg(n will dewelop
fnof  will  wndte  Teos cwd Clithoms, exsbodian, 4 Pae Spmfaat

td hyemamishe rdede 4 e b bleg Guﬂ—&u.t; aud alr fesple

of (rod wiill H sha f,,,.,;? 74,5,,-,_,, = ,”._r,ﬁ..., 4 ay

Suh  profrues oF Calewlated b, refry  and  Peim 1 T o

Ay ederever i® eppesrs, Mo ans [oh, | Easb o Loedt,

We  an furh‘tu\wl-\ Gneefmtd ofer tae werFaas 4 Fa~ b
th 0B o Suler o Do agaulb f aub Geuhe amM:%h
b Ldern W e Tl U W M—Mﬁfnnnea-"
v oghas Cb‘-ﬂ"(‘ ons HreAur 2 N WS



MARC TANENBAUM
WU 1-4-5

guomcs WITH POPE JOHN PAUL II

NEW YORK  ROME
| SATURDAY, MARCH 10

PANAM - 10
JAK - ‘ '  6:45 PM
' 8:40 AM
ROME NEW YORK '
We )
THSEIBNY, WARCH 55 /4K
THA | 841

1:00 PM

March 6, 1979

4:15PM ' " KOSHER FOOD PLEASE!lI1!



DBF INTL FR American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street »s
New York, M.Y. 10022 e & e

RIEGHER ' ; '
WORLDGRESS GENEVA (SWITZERLAMD) March 8, 1979 *

INSERT FOLLOWING AS SUBSTITUTE FOR SOVIET-JEYISH PARAGRAPH.

ANTI-SEMITISM IS A VIRULENT DISEASE WHICH CAN BE DORMANT AND T
THEN BE REACTIVATED IN NEW AND INSIDIOUS GUISES. THERE ARE-.

FORCES IN THE WORLD TODAY THAT EXPLOIT ANTI-JEWISH BIGOTRY FOR T
IDEOLOGICAL PURPOSES IN THEIR OWN COUNTRIES AS WELL AS FOR o
EXPORT TO NOTHER COUNTRIES.

THIS CAMPAIGH OF HATRED AND HARASSMENT HAS RESULTED IN
INCALULABLE DAMAGE TO FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE AND THE VIOLATION OF
FUNDAMENTAL_HUMAN_RIGHTS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. INVARIABLYSDI

U;,LEASHE AVE ALSO LED TO DESTRUCTIVE .o o pacr 4

MHT/es
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CONSEQUENCES FOR WUMEROUS CATHOLICS AND OTHER CHRISTIANS AS WELL.

- WE ARE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED OVER THE WELFARE OF OUR BROTHERS

AND SISTERS WHO SUFFER FROM THE ASSAULTS DF ANTI-SEMITIC
ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR IN THE SOVIET UMION, IN LATIN AMERICA,
FROM NEO-HAZIS IM WESTERN EUROPE AND ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD,

WE SINCERELY TRUST THAT DURING YOUR PONTIFICATE HEIGHTENED
RESOLVE WILL DEVELOP THAT WILL UNITEN JEWS AND CHRISTIANS,
CUSTODIANS OF -THE SPIRITUAL AND HUMANISTIC IDEALS OF THE BIBLICAL
BAYEHEX COVENANT, AND PEOPLE OF GNOD WILL TO STAND FIRMLY
TOGETHER It OPPOSITION TO ALL SUCH PROGRAMS OF CALCULATED
BIGOTRY AND THE DEMEANING OF HUMAN DIGNITY WHEREVER IT APPEARS,
HORTH AND SOUTH, EAST AND WEST.

TANENBAUM

MHT/es () ot Berfram H. Gold
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People at receiving stations were able to follow the discussions in Menlo Park by television and to cali in thair
own recommendations by telephons.

The ground stations were located in some 20 cities in Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, Naw Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming.

The study compared the cost of the taleconference to a similar in-person hearing held by the USCC in
Chicago. According to the Stanford evaluation, an estimated $5,000 was saved by using the telecommunications
system. .

“The satellite system permitted the sama number of witnesses to testify in one day as did the two-day hsaring
in Chicago,” the report said. “Further, the flexibility of the technology allowed a large number of observers in tha
Western states to participate. The majority said they would not have traveled to an in-person hearing. _

“The wealih of information supplied by witnesses for the consideration of the USCC on the national
communications priorites of the Catholic Church was simply impressive, demonstrating that the church has
tremendous resources in its current membsrs,” the study concluded. “The almost unbellevabie choice of
communicaticns capabilities, services and equipment, needs intelligent religious, social and technicai planning
by the Catholic Church to derive maximum benefit for its membars and its mission.”

~{8-79
/ C DOCUMENTARY: POPE'S HOMILY AT AUSCHWITZ Il (1,680)

BRZEZINKA, Poland (NC) — This is the official English text of the homily by Pope John Paul Il during a Mass
at the former Nazi concentration camp of Brzezinka (Birkenau), also known as Auschwitz Ii, on June 7.

1. “This is the.victory that overcomes the world, our faith” (1 John 5:4).

These words from the letier of St. John come to my mind and enter my heart as | find myself in this place in
which a special victory was won through faith. Through the faith that gives rise to love of God and of cne's
neighbor, the unique love, the supreme love that is ready to “lay down (one's) life for (one's) friends.” (John
15:13, cf. 10:11). A victory therefore through‘m\}e enlivened by faith to the extreme point of the final definitive
witness. ’

This victory through faith and love was won in this place by a man whose first name i3 Maximilian Mary.
Surname: Kolbe. Profession (as registered in the books of the concentration camp): Catholic priest. Vocation: a
son of St. Francis. Birth: & son of simple, hard-working, devout parents, who were weavérs near Lodz (Poland). By
God's grace and the church’'s judgment: blessed. '

The victory through faith and love was won by him in this place, which was built for the negation of faith —
faith in God and faith in man — and to trample radically not only on love but on all signs of human dignity, of
humanity. A place built on hatred and on contempt for man in the name of a crazed ideology. A place built on
cruelty. On the entrace gate which still exists, is placed the inscription “Arbeit macht frei,"” which has a sardonic
sound, since its meaning was radically contradicted by what took place within.

In this site of the terrible slaughter that brought death to 4 million people of different nations, Father
Maximilian voluntarily offered himself for death in the hunger bunker for a brother and so won a spiritual victory
like that of Christ himself. This brother still lives today in the land of Poland.

But was Father Maximilian Kolbe the only ona? Certainly he won a victory that was immediately felt by his

companions in captivity and is still feit today by the church and the world. However, there is no doubt that many

other similar victories were won. | am thinking, for exampls, of the death in the gas chamber of a concentration
camp of tha Carmalite Sister Benedicta of the Cross, whose name in the world was Edith Stein, who was an

(MORE)
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illustrious pupil of Husserl and became one of the glories of contemporary German philosophy, and who was a
descendent of a Jewish family living in Wroclaw.

The dignity of man was so horribly trampled on. Victory was won through faith and love.

Can it still be a surprise to anyone that the pope born and brought up in this land, the pope who came to the
See of St. Peter from the diocese in whose territory is situated the camp of Oswiecim, should have begun his first
encyclical with the words "Redamptor Hominis" and should have dedicated it as a whole to the cause of man, to
the dignity of man, to the threats to him, and finally to his inalienable rights that can so easily be trampled on and
annihilated by his fellowmen? Is it enough to put man in a different uniform, arm him with the apparatus of
violence? Is it enough to imp'ose on him an ideology in which human rights are subjected to the demands of the
system, completely subjected to them, so as in practice not to exist at all?

R ——

2.1 am here today as a pilgrim. It is wall known that | have been here many times. So many times. And many
times | have gone down to Maximilian Kolbe’s death cell and stopped in front of the execution wall and passed
among the ruins of the cfamation furnaces of Brzezinka. It was impossible for me not to come here as pope.

' | have come then to this special shrine, the birthplace, | can say, of the patron of our difficult century, just as

nine centuries ago Skalka was the place of the birth under the sword of St. Stanislaus, patron of the Poles.

| have coms to pray, | have come to pray with all of you who come here today and with the whole of Poland

and the whole of Europe. Christ wishes that | who have become the successor of Peter should give witness before

the world to what constitutes the greatness and the misery of contemporary man, to what is his defeat and his
victory.

| have come and | kneel on this Goigotha of the modern world, on these tombs, largaly nameless like the
great Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. | kneel before all the inscriptions that come one after another bearing the
mamory of the victims of Oswiecim in the languages: Polish, English, Bulgarian, Romany, Czech, Danish, French,
Greek, Hebrew, Yiddish, Spanish, Flemish, Serbo-Croat, German, Norwegian, Russian, Romanian, Hungarian and
Italian. : ' _

In particular | pause with you, dear participants in this encounter, before the inscription in Hebrew. This
inscription awakens the memory of the people whose sons' and daughters were intended for total extermination.
This psople draws its origin from Abraham, our father in faith (cf. Romans 4:12), as was expressed by Paul of
Tarsus. The very people that received from God the commandment “thou shalt not kill"” itself experienced in a
special measure what is meant by killing. It is not permissible for anyone to pass by this inscription with
indifference.

Finally, the last inscription: that in Polish. Six million Poles lost their lives during the Second World War: a
fifth of the nation. Yet another stage in the centuries-old fight of this nation, my nation, for its fundamental rights
among the peoples of Europe. Yet another loud cry for the right to a place of its own on the map of Europe. Yet
another painful reckoning with the conscience of mankind.

Oswiecim is such a reckoning. It is impossible merely to visit it. It is necessary on this occasion to think with
fear of how far hatred can go, how far man's destruction of man can go, how far cruelty can go.

Oswiecim is a testimony of war. War brings with it a disproportionate growth of hatred, destruction and
cruelty. It cannot be denied that it also manifests new capabilities of human courage, heroism and patriotism, but |
the fact remains that it is the reckoning of the losses that prevails. That reckoning prevails.more and more, since
each day sess an increase in the destructive capacity of the weapons invented by modern technology. Not only
those who directly bring wars about are responsible for them, but also those who fail to do all they can to prevent

them. Therefore | would like to repeat in this place the words that Paul VI pronounced before the United Nations
Organization: : - —_— - e

(MORE)
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“It is enough to remember that the blood of millions of men, numberless and unprecedented sufferings,
useless slaughter and frightful ruin are the sanction of the covenant which unites you in a solemn pledge which
must}'changa the future history of the world: no more war, war never again. It is peace, peace which must guide
the c!estinies-of peoples and of all mankind” (AAS 57, 1965, p. 881). .
If, however, Oswiecim's great call and the cry of man tortured here is to bear fruit for Europe, and for the
world also, the Declaration of Human Rights rust have all its just consequences drawn from it, as John XXliil
urged in the encyclical “Pacem in Terris.” For the declaration is “a solemn recognition of the personal dignity of
every human being, an assertion of everyone'’s right to be free to .seek out the truth, to follow moral principles,
- discharge the duties imposed by Justice, and lead a fully human life. It also recognized other rights connected
with these.” (John XXIlI, “Pacem in Terris,” IV — AAS 55, 1963, pp. 295-296). There must be a return to the
wisdom of the old teacher Pawel Wlodkowic, rector of the Jagiellonian University at Cracow, and the rights of
nations must be ensured: their right to existence, o freedom, to independence, to their own culture and to
hohoi'ab!a development. Wiodkowic wrote: “Where poWer is more at work than love, people seek their own
interests and not those of Jesus Christ and accordingly they easily depart from the rule of God’s law...All the
kinds of law are against those who threaten people wishing to live in peace: against them is the civil law...the
canon law...the natural law, expressed in the principle ‘do to others what you would have done to you." Against
them is the divine law, in that...the commandment ‘Thou shalt nbt steal’ forbids all robbery and the commandment
'Thou shalt not kill’ forbids all violence.” (Pawe! Wlodkowic, Saevientibus (1415), tract. Il Solutio Quaest. 4A cf.
L. Ehrlich, Pisma Wybrane Pala Wlodkowica, Warzawa 1968, T.L. S. 61, 58-59).
Never one at the other's expense, at the cost of the enslavement of the other, at the cost of conquest, outrage,
exploitation and death.
The 'one who is speaking these words is the successor of John XXIll and Paul V1. But he is also the son of a
nation that in its history has sdffered many afflictions from othsers. .
1 say this not to accuse but to remind. I am speaking in the name of all the nations whose rights are being
violat"ed and forgotten. | am saying it because I am urged to do so by the truth and by solicitude for man.
4. Holy is God! Holy and strong! Holy Immortal One!
From plague, from famine, from fire and from war,
And from war, deliver us, Lord.

A s /

14-68-8-79
IMMIGRATION SERVICE ENTERING MODERN AGE (460)
By Jlm Castelli :
WASHINGTON (NC) — The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service has been living in the steamship age
but is now entering the modern world, according to Attorney General Griffin Bell.
Bell made his comment at a ceremony at INS' Washington district office marking the service's latest step in
computerlzmg its files — some 17 million manilla folders scattered in district offices throughout the country.
B§II credited INS Commissioner Leonel Castillo with bringing the sarvice, which he said was 10-15 years
“behind the times technologically, up to date. : '
He said the service's inability to handle its paperwork has prevented it from doing its job of heiping lsgal

immigrants and visitors and expelling illegal -ones.
" Each year INS must deal with 6,500,000 visitors, 800, 000 foreign businessmen, 187 000 forelgn students

500,000 regular lmmigrants and 125,000 refugees, Bell said.

- —— ——

i ' B ~ (MORE)
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Papal Pronouncement ™

aje. W HOPkeRy
fea cV4”
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No More Conversion Aimed at Jews

By MARC TANENBAUM

NEW YORK — (JTA) —
The consultation in Vatican
City March 2 to 6 of some
40 Catholic and other
Christian clergy and lay!
leaders who met to study
the present state of
Christian-Jewish relations
was significant for a num-
ber of reasons.

First, this was the first
that experts in Christian-Jewish
relations from throughout the
world were assembled on an of-
ficial basis under Vatican
auspices to review the progress
made in understanding between
Christians and Jews on a global
basis, as well as to probe means
for dealing constructively with
outstanding problems of e
theological, saciological and
political character.

SECOND, the statemer* by
Pope John Paul 11 before this
conference in which he called for
the abandonment of ‘‘any and all
attempts to convert the Jews" is
the first time that any Pope in
the 1,900 years of the Roman
Catholic Church has_officially
and explicitly proclaimed an end
to the missionary pressures on
the Jewish people.

The importance of that
declaration is underscored by the
Pope’s providing a theological
rationale to the effect that ““the
special relations (of Christianity)
with Jews exempts them from
being subject to the Gospel com-
mandment to evangelize the
world.”

That unprecedented repudia-
tion of the traditional Christian
mission to convert the Jews could
well mark a turning point in the
anguished 2.000-year encounter

between Christendom and the

Jewish people.

While addressed primarily to
some 720) million Catholic people
throughout the world, the fact
that representatives of the Worla
Council, of Churcaes (VO
Eastern Orthodox. VWoric - mgis
can. and World Lutheran Crurch
bodies were present to hear the
Pope's statement cannot be with-
out substantial influence in the
attitudes and behaviar of non-
Catholic churches wad ¢ pices
toward Jews.

INDEED, the WCC. rcori-
senting world Protestantism and
Eastern Orthodoxy, is in the pro-
cess of adopting a far-reaching

time'

Rabbi Mare Tanen-
baum is national interre-
ligious affairs director of
the American Jewish
Committee and a founding
member of the joint
Vatican-International
Jewish Committee for In-
terreligious - Consulta-
tions. He was among a
group of world Jewish
leaders who participated
in the first audience with
Pope John Paul II in
March, 1980 in Vatican

City.

set of "'Guidelines for Jewish-
Christian Dialogue’ which simi.
larly rejects proselytism. The
WCC guidelines, in whose draft-
ing I was privileged to partici
pate in June. 1931 in London, de-
clares:

*Such rejection of proselytism,
and such advocacy of respect for
the integrity and the identity of
all persons and all communities
of faith are urgent in relation to
Jews, especia)ly thosg who live as
minorities among Christians.”

_Pope John Paul IT also con-
demned anti-Semitism. We were
informed that the Pope spoke in a
warm and feeling way when he
confessionally acknowledged
“the terrible persecutians in-
flicted on Jews by Christians™
and that “finally (these persecu-
tions) have opened our eyes and
transformed our hearts.”” He then
called on the Christian experts
“now to be concerned about
transforming . . . the misunder-
standings, errors and even of
fenses” that Christians inflicted
on Jews into “comprehension,
peace, and reciprocal esteem.”

In seeking to translate the
Papal pronouncements  into
practical programs. the Christian
specialisi= on Jewish-Christian
relatinne thon « pent three-and-s-
exarzining the follow
ing kex wreas in Jewish-Christian
relations:

HOW THE Bivle can help
Christiars urderstand more ac-
zn2 +=othiully conter.
ancient Judasm:
atlc ties of Judaism
he Lund of lsrael and the
pecple:” problems of
theological  differences: and
images of Jews and Judaism in

Catholic and other Christian

teachings.

It will be some time before a
full report of the Vatican de-
liberations will be made public,
but it is now clear that the
Vatican authorities with whom
Jewish leaders have been meeting
regularly every year since
Vatican Council 11 have kept
gtlmd faith with the Jewish peo-
ple.

In October, 1981 and again in
December, 1981, a group of Jew-
ish leaders met with the Vatican
Secretariat of State in Vatican
City., and with the WVatican
Secretariat for Religious Rela-
tions with the Jews in Geneva.
At both those consultations the
Jewish leaders discussed their
concerns over the rise of anti-
Semitism, violence and terrorism
— among other human rights
concerns — in Europe, Latin
America, the United States, and
the Middle East.

The Vatican authorities
listened attentively to the facts
placed before them and promised
that they would undertake a
major. effort. to counter anti-
Semitism, especially in countries
where Catholicism predominates,
This consultation, and par-
ticularly the Pope's stirring and
potentially historic address, is a
gratifying response to our

Vatican-Jewish dialegue.

T T
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Annulments. Church’s divorce?

EDITOR’'S. NOTE: The
Church has elways taught
that marriage is indissolu-
" ble, yet grants thousands
of annulments each year.
In this column, Pope John

Paul II explains how there

is nmo contradiction be-
tween the Church's teach-
4ng and the granting of an-
nulments.

EVERYONE knows with
what ardor and tenacity
the Church supports, de-
fends and fosters the sanc-
tity, dignity and indissolu-
bility of marriage, often
threatened and corroded
by cultures and laws
which seem to have lost
their moorings to those
transcendent values,
deeply rooted in human
nature, which form the
basic fabric of the institu-
tion of marriage.

The Church fulfills this
task through its constant
Magisterium, through its
laws, and in a special way
through the ministry of its
judicial power, which in
marriage cases cannot be
separated from  these
values, since they constitute

an Indispensable point of
reference and a sure crite-
rion of discernment,

But the concern to safe-
guard the dignity and in-
dissolubility of marriage
by opposing the abuses
and irresponsibility which
unfortunately must often

be sadly noted In this mat-

ter cannot prescind from
the real and undeniable
progress of the blological,
psychological, psychiatrie
and social sclences; other-
wise one would contradict
the very value which it is
desired to safeguard,
namely, a truly exlsting
marriage, not one which
has only the appearances
of such, since it is null and
vold from the outset.

1t is here that the impar-
tiality and the wisdom of
the ecclesiastical judge
must shine: to know the
law well, by penetrating
its spirit in order to be
able to apply it; to study
the auxillary sciences,
especially the human sci-
ences, which allow a more
thorough knowledge of the
facts and above all of the
persons; and finally, to be

1 Mg B
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" Selected observations
of Pope John Paul II

able to find the balance be-
tween the Inescapable
duty to defend the indis-
solubility of marriage and
the due attention to the
complex human reality of
the concrete case.

The judge must act im-
partially, - free from all
prejudice: both from the
desire to use the sentence
as an instrument for the
correction of abuses, and
from lignoring divine or
ecclesiastic law and the
truth, seeking only to
meet the demands of a
badly understood pastoral
service. (To Roman Rota,
Jan. £6, 1984)

Even though the validity
ofam Supposes cer-
tain essential elements, and
they have to be clearly ex-
pressed and technically
applied In the juridical
aspect, it is nonetheless nec-

essary to consider such ele-
ments | to their
full human and ecclesial
significance. . .

The Church's doctrine is
not restricted to its canon-
ical expression, which
must be seen and compre-
hended within the vast-
ness of the mystery of the
Church (Vatican II, Opta-
tam Totius, 16). This Coun-

cil rule emphasizes the

importance of ecclesial
law and opportunely
lights up the nature of the
law of communion, "the
law of charity, the law of
the spirit. . .
Undoubtedly, applica-
tion of the new code can
run the risk of imprecise,
incoherent or innovative
interpretations, particu-
larly in the case of psy-
chological disturbances
invalidating consent to

marriage (canon 1095) or.
in the case of impediment
of deceit (canon 1098) and
error conditioning the will
(canon 1099), as well as in
Interpretation of some
new rules of procedure,
Such risk has to be faced
and overcome with sereni-
ty, through thorough
study both of the real gist
of the canonical norm and
of all concrete circum-
stances giving shape to
the case, keeping always a
lively awareness of serv-
ing God only, the Church

.and souls, without yleld-

ing to a superficial, per-
missive mentality which
does not take due account
of the Indispensable de-
mands of matrimony as a
sacrament.

1 would also say a word
on the opportuneness that
examination of causes
shall not be delayed too
long. I know very well that
the duration of a trial does
not depend only on the

judges who have to decide.- " &

There are many other
factors which can cause
delays, but you ought to

P
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commit youraelvea to the
utmost in order that the
course of the process shall
roceed with that solici-
ude which the good of
souls requires and which
the new Code of Canon
Law prescribes when. it
states: “Causes shall not
be protracted over more
than a year in the court of
first instance and not
more than six months in
the court of second in-
stance" (canon 1458).

May none of the faithful
take the excessive dura-
tion of the eccleslastical
court process as grounds
for not presenting his own
cause or for giving up on it

‘and choosing solutions in

clear contrast with Catho-
lic doctrine. (To the
Romq.nﬂota Jan. 30, 1986)

NOTE With guidence from the
Vatican's Communications Of-
fice, thiz column was edited
Pmautlhe M%o J:gi-
of the mm
of Philadelphia and formerly
assistant to the editor of lM
English-la e edition of
L'Osservatore Romano.
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Puerto Rico Is Prepared
ToGreetthe Pope Today

By JON NORDHEIMER
Bpecial to The New York Times

SAN JUAN, P.R., Oct, 11 — When
Pope John Paul II celebrates an out-
door mass here Friday, the ritual will
take place in a field surrounded by the
ﬁ?ntradictory symbols of Puerto Rican

e. §

On one side of the field, where 500,000
of the Roman Catholic faithful are ex-
pected to gather, is a sprawling flat-
roofed shopping center called Plaza de
las Américas, With hundreds of gleam-
ing stores and spaces for 10,000

automobiles, it is the largest shopping | visit

mall in the Caribbean. Prominent
among the outlets are Sears, J. C. Pen-
nez’s and other giants of American
su shopping centers.

Opposite the mall is a new express-
way system built with grants from
Wsshlm:;:t carries gix lanes of
traffic the city and the sub-
urbs, binding together a m litan
area that is home to one-third of the is-
land’s population of 3.1 million.

And at the rear of the field, pushed
almost out of sight by these monu-
ments of commerce and pride, is a lit-
tle slum called Nemislo Canales,
named for a dead Puerto Rican writer
who sang the"songs of the island’s
beauty and grandeur.

Religious Fundamentalism Grows
mNemjsio Canales is g caserfo, a ;gcw-

come government housing project.
Caserfos pock San Juan like running
sores, and inside their stained concrete
walls live gro numbers of converts
to Protestant entalism, the
greatest threat to Roman Catholic he-
gemony on thig island in the five cen-
turies since the voyages of Christopher
Columbus opened the New World to
Christiarity.

It is estimated that as many as one
out of three Puerto Ricans have left the
Catholic Church to join fundamentalist
sects. They come almost exclusively
from the island’s poor, who in recent
decades have expressed feelings

ot | gi

alienation and neglect at the hands of
the Catholic hierarchy. Contributing to

. the Catholic decline has been a short—' was inevitable once the Vatican an-

age of priests on an island that was al-
ways dependent on foreign-born priests
to run d[:}ewn-and-out parishes.

To illustrate just how far the reli-
gious climate has changed here, a
Protestant evangelist has been broad-
casting his opposition to the Pope’s
seven-hour visit in radio commercials.
The Rev. Jorge Raschke, in these paid
commentaries, denounced what he
called the “idolatry and paganism’” of
Catholicism and urged a boycott of the

“‘We believe that this Pope, for all his
smiles, is the shrewdest leader the
church has had in many years,” the
cleric said recently.

Pope’s Remains Popular

But the popularity of this Pope seems
to transcend religious factionalism or
economic status.

Ever since the American military
took over Puerto Rico as a prize after
the Spanish-American War, the sepa-
ration of church and Statc has been an
established part of law. If not always
followed to the letter, it only infre-
quently became a hot issue in the past,
and word that the administration of
Gov. Carlos Romero Barcelé was
spending more than $250,000 of public
money to Erepane the site for the mass
has provoked somewhat of an outcry.

Public works crews today were still
putting the finishing touches on the
two-story white altar they had con-
structed along with a facility toaccom-
modate representatives of the press.

““The Pope is a head of state and he is
being given every courtesy,”” said Ro-
berto Morales Sanchez, a San Juan
lawyer prominent in the Catholic
Church who was assigned the job of su-
pervising preparation of the site.

His mission was to turn the thousand-
yard-long field with its boggy patches
into a safe venue where the Pope could
say mass and, assisted by 750 priests,
ve communion to an estimated 75,000
people in the throng.

The mixing of religion and politics

CT S

" The New York Times/Angel Franco

Workers preparing to lay carpet at site in San Juan where Pope John Paul IT will celebrate a mass today.

nounced that the Pontiff would visit
San Juan in the midst of the campalign
for Governor. The last few days have
seen a good deal of behind-the-scenes
intrigue as the three major candidates
jockeyed for positions that would place
them at the Pontiff’s side in the visit.
One of Governor Romero Barceld's
chief election rivals, Mayor Hernén
Padilla of San Juan, who bolted from
the Governor’s New Progressive Party
to challenge him, was excluded from
the official delegation that is to greet
the Pope. The Mayor of the town in

which the San Juan Airport is physi-
cally situated was substituted.

The New Progressives Party is the
pro-statehood in Puerto Rico and
is normally aligned with the Republi-
can Party in the United States. But Mr.
Romero Barcelé broke ranks in 1980 to
support Jimmy Carter for President.
Mr. Padilla, on the other hand, is a for-
mer Republican national committee-
man and is the current chairman of the
United States Conference of Mayors.

These allegiances, many local ob-

servers are convinced, played a part in
the White House decision to name
Mayor Padilla to the official United
States delegation, led by Secretary of
State George P. Shultz, that will greet
the Pope as he steps off the plane.

Meanwhile the man that most polls
predict will unseat Mr. Romero Bar-
cel6, former Gov. Rafael Hernédndez
Colén, leader of the Popular Demo-
crats, will be just another face in the
crowd in the 300-seat V.1.P. section at
the mass. -
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NC DOCUMENTARY: POPE'S REMARKS TO JEWISH COMMUNITY IN SAO PAULO
(650) ‘
SAO PAULO, Brazil (NC) — Here is an NC News Service translation of Pope John Paul II's remarks to members
of the Jewish community July 3 in Sao Paulo: -

| am very happy to be able to greet you, the representatives of the Jewish community of Brazll, which is so
vibrant and actlve in Sao Paulo, in Rio de Janeiro and in other cities. And | thank you from the bottom of my heart
for your great friendiiness in wanting to meet with me on the occasion of this apostolic journey to the great
Brazilian nation. For me, it Is a happy opportunity to show and to tighten the bonds that link the Catholic Church
and Judaism here in Brazil, and reatfirm in this way the importance of the relations that are developing between
us. : |
As you know, the declaration “Nostra Aetate” of the Second Vatican Council, in its fourth paragraph, affirms
that In scrutinizing its own mystery the church “remembers the bond that unites it with the descendants of
Abraham.” In this way the relation between the church and Judaism is not external to the two religions: it is
something that is based on the distinctive religious heritage of both, on the very origins of Jesus and the aposties
and in the environment within which the early church grew and developed.

in splte of this, our respective religious identities have divided us, at times grievously, through the centuries.
This should not be an obstacle to our now respecting this same identity, wanting to emphasize our common
heritage and in this way to cooperate, in light of this same heritage, for the solution of problems which afflict con-

(MORE)
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Iemporar? society, a sociely needing faith in God, obedience to his holy laws, aclive hope In the coming of his
kingdom. 2

| am very pleased to know that this relationship of cooperation already exists here In Brazil, especially through
the Judeo-Christian brotherhood. Thus Jews and Catholics strive to deepeh the common biblical heritage without,
however, trying to conceal the differences which separate us and in this way a renewed mutual knowledge can
lead to a more adequate presentation of each ‘religion in the teaching of the other. Upon this solid base,
cooperation for the benefit of concrete man, promotion of his rights, not rarely trod upon, of his just participation
in the pursuit of the common good, without exclusiveneéla or discrimination, can be bulit up, as it is now being
‘bullt, '

These, moreover, are some of the points brought to the attention of the Catholic community by the “Orientations
and Suggestions for the Application of the Council Declaration 'Nostra Aetate'' published by the Commission for
Religious Relations with Judalsm in 1975, as well as by the corresponding paragraphs of the final document of
the conference of Puebla (Nn. 1110, 1123), |

This will make the valuable spiritual patrimony that joins Jews and Christians vibrant and effective for the good
of all. This | desire with all my heart. And this will hopefully be the fruit of this brotherly encounter with the

ranracantntluas Af tha loraalita ~fammiunitu Aaf Rrazril



Notes on draft of address to the Pope

1/ p. 1, 1st para., 2nd line before the last: "The rewea-
kening of the Holy in human consciousness" '

The word "holy" is superfluous, particularly considering

that it was used before in the same paragraf.

2/ p. 1, 2nd para., 5th line: "an event to which Your

' ‘Holiness was witness"”
This is a rather ambiguous expression. "Witness" might imply
a passive onlooker. Another and more positive term ought to
be found. ' :

3/ p. 1, same para.: Refers to the works of Jules Isaac.
Notwﬂgtandlng the great merits of J. Isaac and his work, it
would be disproportionate to single out one name for the
achiévement of Vatican Council II concerning the Jews.
Qutside of France and some circles in the U.S., Jules ‘Isaac
is very little known and I would not be surprised if the
Pope never heard of him. If individuals are to be mentioned,
it would be more appropriate to refer to the three names of
the Church who were the major initiators and promotors of the
declaration on the Jews: Pope John XXIII, Pope Paul VI who
signed it and, last but not least, Cardinal Bea.

4/ 'p. 3, lst para., last sentence.
The wish‘pf”¥ﬁe Vatican ter develop relations with Israel can
perhaps be expressed more directly. :

5/ p. 3, 2nd para.:

The references to Human nghts and rellglous liberty should
be elaborated in a more forceful manner, for on this ground
the Jews and the Catholie Church can work jointly in many
areas and indication can be given along which lines we wish
that these efforts be carried on. We should indicate that we
are concerned with the religious rights of Jews and other
minorities in many countries as well as with the rights of
Jewish communities to be associated with Jews in other coun-
tries. We can also indicate our insistence on the right of
emigration from countries which now have restrictions on the
movement of peoeple. We should also emphazise our request for
cultural rights of ethnic minorities, including such expression
which are not of a religious nature.

6/ p. 4, 2nd para.: Antisemitism ,

This ought to be elaborated to ask for a constant and relent-
less effort by the central and national authorities of the
Church to eradicate all traces of anti-Jewish representation,
in text-books, liturgy, and general instruction in formal and
informal education. This work will require many decades for it
would involve changes in attitudes and teaching which have
accumulated during the centuries. The specific request should
be made that the Commission on Religious Relations with Jews
should assume as its task to follow-up consistently the imple-
mentation of this ob]ectlve on all levels.



7/ p. 5, 2nd pacq.

I questlon the need of J.ntrodu01ng the subject of prof.
Federici's paper on this occasion. First, the problem of
proselytism is not acute as far as the Catholic Church is
concerned, for it recent times it has not been making any
serious effort to proselytize among Jews. Second, it would
be somewhat unsuitable to bring in Federici's name to the
Pope,. for Federici‘: is a layman and has ho eclesiatic
status, although he is a member of the Vatican Religious
Commission. Also, Federici's paper is as yet an individual
expression and not approved by ‘any authorized body of the

Va t.'L can.
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Destiny has provided that the first non-Italian Pontife
in almost five centuries comes from a c¢ountry which has
great significance for many areas and peoples and in
- particular to the Jewish people. Jewish religious life
and culture have flourished for a thousand years in all
parts of Poland and during the last epoch of its existen-
ce Poland was a vital center of Jewish expression in :
various forms; it has nourished Jewish life throughout
the world.

But Poland was also the ground which saw the destruction
of millions of Jews from all over Europe and the demo-
lition of  the culture produced by Jews in. the course of
many generations. :

It is symbolic that the present head of the Catholic
Church is one who has seen the last moments of the long
period of growth of that life and culture and the almost
total disappearance of it.

Jews all over are now engaged in a tremendoﬁs process of
reconstruction and it is our ardent prayer and hope that
Your Holinesa will witness and help in this great historic
effort.
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DRATFT

Your Holiness:
The International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consul-

tations greets Your Holiness with deep-felt gratitude for the

opportunity to convey our good wishes and blessings in carrying out
#‘-—-_ -

the duties of the noble Pontificate to which Your Holiness has been
called. At a time when human history is balanced between unprece-
dented perils and redemptive opportunities promised in the Word of

God, we express to Your Holiness Israel's trust in God's promises

to the whole of the human family that, created in the Divine image,

the human person will attain ity that war, suffering

and poverty have so often impaired. Based on our common spiritual
\_____‘___ —-——___________-_-
heritage, Jews and Christians have a particular obligation to con-
————————

tribute to that reawakening of the holy in human consciousness with-

out which our technical achievements can only deepen the human crisis.
Our century has seen the manifestations of the human crisis.

Together with the rest of humanity but to a preeminent extent, the

Jewish people, in our century, suffered the great¢st tragedy 9f its

history. The annihilation of the overwhelming majority of the Jews

of Europe - an‘event to which Your Holiness was witness - has led

to the asking of painful and difficult questions. The work of Jules

Isaac - begun during the bitter years of World War II and continued

thereafter - had its impact on the Christian spirit. The promulgation

Sl -
of "Nostra Aetate" and, later, the Guidelines for its implementation,

as well as the creation of the Commission for Religious Relations

with the Jews, have led to the dawn of a new era in_Catholic-Jewish

—

relations. The Church's condemnation of anti-semitism, ts rejection

s Sl §E 5 U —————— o — 8
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of the teaching that Jews are collecfiveiy guilty of the death of
Jesus, its re-discovery of its roots in Judaism and its call.on
Christians to "strive to iearn by what essential traits the Jews
define themselves'in the light of their own feligious expéfience,“
are indications.of'the new relaﬁionship;‘ On the Jewish side, these
developments have been greeted with'deep-satisfaqtion. Judaism
remembers well the teaching of'Maimonides, one if its great medieval
philosophers and Talmudists; who showed a profounﬁ.graSp of the
religious significance of both Christianity and Islam by writing:
All these magters relating ta_JEsus.of ﬁazazeth and
the Ishmaelite (Hohémméd) who éame afﬁeé him,
served to clear éhe ;ay for-K{ng Me§$iaﬁ. to prebé;g
the whole wnrld to worShiﬁ God ?ith oneiactord, as%
if is written, "For fheﬁ wiil I turn-td”fhe peoples
a pufe language, that they may all callﬂupon the
name of the Lo;d to serve Him with one éonsent."
(Zeph.3:9). Thas the messianic hope, the Tor;h,
and the commandments have become famiii%r topiész-
topics of conversation.(among the inhgbitants) of
the far isles'énd many peoplesl...(MelaChim, XI,4).
. Each of our faiths is most obedieﬁt tb its-missioﬁ §hen it strives
to elimiﬁate those negative attitudes whigh_confiict with the
////7téaching that, as children of Cod, all persoqstarélpur brothers and
-Msisters. - |
Because of thé disténce that has already beén_travelled.
we can look ahead to see what still liés_aﬁeadlof ﬁs. .In the long

history of the Jewish people, few events have been experienced by .




—

Jews with as_much pain as the exile - the separation of the people
from the /land/promised to it by God in Holy Scripture. Never,
during this separation, has the people of Israel lost hope in the
fulfillment of the Divine Promise. In our time, the bond between
the Jewish people and its land has been reestablished. Coming
after tne destruction of one third of the people of the covenant,
the entry of Israel into the family of nations has opened a new
epoch in Jewish ¢onsciousness. The emergence of the State of

Israel as a political but also religious reality has been

N
accompanied by an uncommon measure of intermational friction.
B ———'-"—/

Nevertheless, a drawing together of Israel and its neighbors is

now more thinkable than ever before. As elsewhere, the normali-

zation of relations among peoples in the Middle East is a visible
process. At this solemn moment, we express our prayer that the process
of normalization of relations among states and peoples will come to
include Israel and the State that is the center of the Catholic

faith.

We express our profound respect and gratitude |for the

commitment to HEEEE:EEéytS demonstrated by the

only in theory but in practice. In areas of the world where

atholic Church not

historic conditions have led to grave violations of religious and
other human rights, the Catholic Church has courageously upheld

those values which flow from the teaching entrusted to it, a teaching

—

—

that is ever conscious that man is not an accidental appearance on

the cosmic scene but a creature of God whose dignity stems from the



Divine image implanted in him/her. The Jewish people welcomes with
joy all those who share this teaching, entrusted first to the
people of the covenant and subsequently embraced by those felicit-
ously termed "spiritual Semiteg."

Among the most pernicious forms of the denial of human
dignity, anti-semitism is one of the most ancient and virulent.
While the Holocaust of European Jewry has, for a time, awakened the
conscience of a segment of humanity to the magnitude of this evil,
history has shown that anti-semitism is a plague sometimes quiescent

but never eradicated.

Continued



b =

We are therefore deeply concerned by signs that new mutations of anti-
semitism have begun to appear in various parts of the world, at times
disguised as anti-Zionism. _Beﬁéuse we have learned the magnitude of the
consequences which flow from a failure to confront anti-semitism where-
ever it appears, we respectfully commend these manifestations to Your
Holiness' attention and concern.

The paper delivered by Prof. Tommaso Federici at the
March 1977 meeting of the Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee in Venice has
aroused deep interest in both Catholic and Jewish circles. Without
compromising any authentic form of Christian witness, Prof. Federici
points out that :for a long time in earlier periods there was also the
desire to absorb Israel by means of actual conversion to Christianity.
Today, however, there is emerging in the church once agéin the realization

that the people God chose for himself is 'the people dedicated to the

praise of God' (cf.e.g. Ad Gentes 2, on mission to non-Chtiétiau peoples)."

He adds: "Consequently, attempts to set up organizations of any sort,
particularly educational or welfare organizations for the 'conversion'
of Jews must be rejected." These sentiments have evoked a profoundly

sympathetic Jewish response. They are seen by Jews as a further deepening
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of the religious understanding between Judaism and Christianity characteristic -

of our day, an understanding that strives not for superficial syncretism
but for genuine renewal and deepening of each faith.

At this fateful moment in human history, we pledge to Your
Holiness our continued efforts towards that reconciliation of peoples and
that strengthening of the order of love and justice in the human family
that was foretold by God through the Prophets of Israel. IHe humbly pray

for the success of the task entrusted to Your Holiness in the service

of humanity.
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