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From all reports. the meeting 

between. Pope John Paui 11 and · ff 
Israel's Prime Minister Shimon Ir 

Peres several weeks ago was a . n' 

friendty one. When our American l 
Jewish Committee delegation ! 
had an audience with the Pope l 
several weeks ago Friday(Feb. IS) ~ 
we discussed with the Pontiff his 1 

declared sympathetic attitudes 
toward Israel and ·Jerusalem, 

1
. 

among othe• Jssue• ~ 

·I 
~ 

Rabbi ~arc H. Tanenbau~ ~ 
It is not widely known thaf·as ti 

recently as last Easter. Pope John' ~ 
Pa1._1I wrote an Apostolic Letter 
Re<;lemptionia An.no. in which h~ JI 
~armly acknowledges Israel's 
nght to exist in Mdesired security," 

The Pope aiso wrote feelingJy 
of Jerusalem. "The Jews ardently 
love_ Jerusalem . .. from the time 
of ~mg David who chose her as 
<=:1P•tat ·.: ~ey point to her as the 
sign of their nation." he stated. 

!Continued on Page 131 
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Relations 

statements and 
ate talks with the ; 

Pope. I e 'no question' that a . 
state of de facto r~ognition · 
exists between the Holy See apd . 
lsr.ae·l · · ~ 

I Why does\ not this friendly ! 
I Pope accept Prim~ Minister Peres I 
. invttatlon to vait Israel and to . 
establish ruu' .diplomatic rela· 
tions·~s the Holy.See.nas with 112 

other 'n,ations? . ::· : " 
. In ~10~ ~ '. with · Vatican 

authorities recentlY. the reasons ----· --- -- - . 
for hesttations· -bec:Ome clurer 
.... ~lheVatiantenuinely 
feus .that sh~uld it' establish. ch 
ftqe ftc:ognition of J~ael there 
Willliea-wave oflslamic fanatics 
cariying out massacres ~d re· 
prisals against Arab and Afri~~ 
Christians in Islamic countrtes . . 
Lebanon is a bloody showcase of 
such vindictiveness. 

It seems. therefore. that the 
· · priority issue is to move Jordan. 

the Palestinia nd Israel to the 
peace tabl and Vatican· Israeli 
diploma . ties will not7far 
behin 
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J V atican-lsrael 8elations / 
· By JlABBi MARC B. TANENBAUM . .,__._.. . 

From all reports, the meeting bl!tween Pope John Paul Il and Israel's 
Prime Minister Shirilon Pel'eS ser~· :;.oeeks aao was a -friendly one. 
When our American Jewish Co~.de.tii>n had an audience with 
the Pope several weeE"i'go on F~y. Feb. 15, ·we. discussed ~th the 
Pontiff his declared sympathetic attitudes toward Is~J and Jerusalem, 
among other issues. . · ·'. : · 

It i!> not widely known that as ~ntly as Jast.Easter, Pope John Paul 
wrote an Apostolic Letter, ....... "'' A.am-, in w.bidl be warmly 
acknowledges Israel's right to eiiSt in "deSired secuQty.'-' -

The Pope· also .Wrc>te feelingly; ·of Jerusalem. · · 
"Tiie ·Jews anleatly love ~-.fnm Cbe Ume of Kina Da.W 

who eboae lier u cqltlll .... tbey poblt to~ a die llp of~ a.aim," 
he stated. . 1 -1- · · 

fr9m fltese statements a.nd froµr private talks with the ~ope, I 
have no question that a state of... ·re<:ognition exists between the 
Holy See and Israel.· · · 

Why does not this friendly Pope accept Prime Minister Peres' 
invitation t~. visit Israel and t~ estalllish fuU diplomatic rela~ons ~ the 
Holy See has . with 112 other natidns? . . 

In long _~b with Vatican authorities two weeks ago, the reasons for 
hesita~ions become clearer than before: The Vatican genuinely fear.I that 
should it establis.Jnle jare recognitil:;n of Israel, there will be a wave of 
Islamic fanatics carrying out masstFres and rep~. agaiqst Arab !fld· 
Africa~ ~~tians in Islamic countrip. Lebanon if.a b~1·s~owcase of 
such vindictiveness. t • • 

It seerru., therefore, that the ptj.ority issae·is ·to lll;OVe Jordan, th~ ~ 
Palestinians, and Israel to thepea~table and Vatican-Israeli diplomaV 
ties will not be far behincl .. ~- · ·'.:\. :_ · ' : · · · • · 
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PQP-e :~ans Improved Relations 
Calls on Church 

To Halt 
Anti· Semitism 
(Editor's note: bbtii M..c T~Vlhoull\. director of inttm•tlonal 

• relotJons of the ArMrian J_msh Committff. .u a m~r or the 
AJC delq.cJon which 111e1 Wlili Po~ John P•ul II •I Ille V•tican.I 

VATICAN cm. (JTAI - Al • pciv•te •udieoce ,.ith Amerian 
kwbh Commintt leaders Fel>rwory Is hdd In the resplendent 
Apoaollc Palace. Pope John hul II went furth<'t tlan .rrr rope in 
recent-memory in •lllrmina th& im.pt0ved C.tholic·J twish relations 
is-•~C•tholic.doctrine. "•neqftHlonofthe(C.tholiq 
f.itll. • .-of.the ~ WJldaca...- ~· 

Al tJie"samt time. he~ 
i aadoas a..i vague ii.bout the 
rdnlonslilp of lbe .Holy See to 

; lsrffl 

: ~ fl'iedNn. AX pRSi· 
7,'.~~-~ tishr-111 ...... AJC 
~ in.,.•udlence~ 

... Cl*lllemotating the 4lllh in• 

nlversory of the end of World Wu 
D ...S lbe defeat ,of Nulm aod 
the ZOU. -i.-..,..ry of the •· 
doption> bv Vatluft Coundl U or 
~ AtUtt. the dedotatlon 

• RANI 1'. 
<hJcllcopmt0t 1 - ~r In 
:.dlolJc.Jewish relations. It w•s 
he first •ridienoo in 19115 or •ny 
Ntsh l""'P with die POtistl ... 
ltvoUd to eQlllinlna the impact 
>1 lbe Vallcall Dedoraclon on 
CalholiC-Jewlsb relallom durln& 
die past lWO dec;odes 

Statt-..z I>,. AJC iw.idm.1 
"As lbe Nu.I tmnna •~Ued 

IO us wilh des~r owr hunw. 
e.U." fl'ledlu!i aid In his i-· 
~ •ext. "so die 20tb •nni­
versary of lbe close or Vall~ 
Counc:ll U iltlpifts 10 of us with 
hope ~ ptOmlse for a mott 
humane ftnutt .. . n is no H ... 

~on 1111 scak tllat as a ""'1lt 
of these fai>r~g proneunce· 
menrs and !he paUaJ Ktions 
!Ny hive inspired. pqta pros· 

""'55 In ~ed CathOlic-Jewlsh 
tebllons his lilken place durlnt 
the put two dec.ades than in the 
past two lllillmla. • 

.- ~the.. said that "Ille 
Am~rian Jewish Commlnee 
shares" !he Pope's vision ·or up­
holding hum:an dignity by v1tor­
ousfy ~ ~ Uftlv....itty .. .,.ct.;! - polltlClll llbeldes, 
illlOl. i?' porllculor. religious libeny 
for all ee<!!>les eveJ\'W~ 

~=-~ 
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Pope meets 
with Jews, 
condemns 

anti-Semites 
However, Vatican still 
' considered unlikely to 

recognize Israel 
nt-Yw\~ 

: ROME - l'Upo Jolla Paul"n met yuttr· 
4ly with a 111D"P of >.merican Jtwish 
1-rw a.ad IS1Ued a ringln{OOiiTeiiiiiitlon 
or .. tJ.Semltlsrn. w hich h• called "locom· 
.,.Uble with Christ's tuching:• 
. ne P.,P. nwlt hi5 stalemel>Ls to a 
Mleplloe from the Am°A@l'..Jewlsh 
~ wbith called on n Paul t.o 

· pulfonnal diplomatlc recogaitlon t.o 
larael. .. . 

· But though the Pope' iJ.schOduled to Sff 
llrMU Prime Miaister Shimon Pera n.xt 
- · MIU.tr membtn ol tM 4t lqatloa 
..,. Vallcaa otroclals npoct the Holy SM' 
t.o cll&.Dae lta approach t.o larael soon:. 

TIM A•erican lowish Committtt lead· · 
ero caint t.o the Vatican -Ing • re.itrfr· 
aalloa of IH dedaralloaa or tht Stcood 
Vadca.a Coallcl1 Oii Illa Jewisb -''· 
-"'" mode two decades aao that 
caa..,1111• dinctlon of Cburdl ttadlinl 
oa Jt.,. a.ad Judaism. 

At 1 aew1 coarerence 1fter the papal 
&n.u.-. Rabbi Muc H. Tanenbaum. Ille 
AIUrtcaD Jewish Committee's dirtct.or of 
lllUnlatlonal alfalrs.. said the Vatican 
Cow>dl had auted " a revolution" - tor 
ibt btttlr - in" ChNIJan--Jewi1oh rtla· 
Ilana. • * .. 
. -unaAUY !or lht last 1.900 yean. 
Jews bad ex.Isled .. objects for CODVCI· 
-. Somehow Judaism wu ill&dequate," 
T.-baum said. "Vaucan II has made 
poalble Ille · emergence of a whole new 
tbflolo1Y in wblcb Jews end Judaism ~ I 
aWpected In th.tr awn ttnns." 
; no Vatican document had belpe4 end 

tlM lltreDC)'pil>J ol Jews u ''the wancleT· 
!Ga Jews, Sllyloclr.s." be aid, ODd lddtd: 
'tit w~ I tiad Of rthumani.z.ation or tbt ~ 
Jewa, . .. ·. '• · "· • .. - . •• I 

I 

·': Tlit Votlcan Cauncll 'docuinerit In ques-'· 
dna, "Noslra Aetate.'' wu adopted on 
OK. U. 1965. tnd 4talt w ith Cltllolic 

I ~.::11a"".::. !'.'.!'.;'~~! :::.::= •t 
tlit S.COnd Va.lic&n Council, sold the 
delqatlon was bopin& that the extroordl· 
9&I')' lllsbops' Synod that th• Popo 1w 
c:allfd for this November would reaffirm 
......... ft7ngt.bcn Ill• origlrul dedon· 
llOll. Th• sy'DOd was called to eumine tire 
- of Vatican II. 
: Howard 1. Friedman. tho presid•nt or 
tilt AIMl'1csn Jewish Committee. told the 
PQpe that !ht document on Judaism was 
.. -ve turain& point In th• nurly 
~)'Ml tneounter between the Cl.the> 
lie Cllurdt and the Jewish people.• and 
tbla >ltw lll widely accepi..d. 

~ * • * 
. IN A KEY SENTENCE. the document 
bgbt apedfically to end the belier. at 
llmts wldesprud ""'°"'Christians. that 
tbe JewlJll people wert responsible for 
t;llHaa Quist. 
, Tb•·~ read: "True, authoritlts o! 
llM Jew1 aDd tbo!e who followed !heir 
lii.d ,,- for th• dt1th of Clui.s<; still. 
~Ml bapptnod in Hls puoion cannot ~ 
blamod upon all the Jews •'!en IM•&. 
wltllout clistiDCtion, "°' upon the Jews ol 
10dly." 

TllOUgh some CathOllcs lnd mony Jews ...,.t atronger .. 1&.o1111c• ag.i.., · anti· 
SemJtlaD than WU floaJly Ldopted, tltt 
Vdlcu D Sl&lemalt WU seen as ckdsivt 
Ill opmla& up a radically difrerent rela· 
tlollSll.lp between Jews and Cathollc1. 

"There hu been mort progrcs• In 
C.lhoilc·Jewisb relations In th• last 20 
jUn than In the ptivlouo two mill<nola," 
Friedman Aid. · 
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Saturday, Feb. 16, \198~. DALLAS TIMF.S HERA.t.D 't: 

Pope afqktns rejeftio4 of~Ii:&niitism ___ _..,__.. " 

I' 

teaching which m-ust be 
followed." 
~e .added that relations . 

between Christians and Jews 
"have radically Improved" since 
the document wat Issued. . 

"Wttere there was Etistrust and 
perhaps fear, there Is now confi-

1 dence," the Pope said. ''Where · 
the pita! of Israel. th~ was ignorance and therefore · 

ked later how the pontiff preJadlce and stereotypes. there. ls 
to the request, a member no~_B!'°Wing mutual knowledge, · 

e delegation said that in a appreciation and respect. There Is, . 
te chat after the formal audl- abo9e all, love between us." 
John Paul "simply acknowl- T4nenbaum called Catholic 

that there are enormous Ch~h doctrine since 196:> "a 
co lexities, but that he under- 18 egree turnaround in cons- ¥; 

o co r Isra " · " ·., ·~- ~· : .. · - "'j:, • f...~f~~ .. \""' s~ ur ncem fo el. c10 essand mentality. :olw:~1,_,.,;,,.,~~Ar,.,, .. ,,, .. ~ .. ,,,.,,,...,.,M-""'"'·""""""''"'·'"~:-.· 
e pontiff, speaking in Eng- "~iterally, for 1,900 years, Jews ·i~ ":·:~ · "·"""'!'9-.. "1 '~·--,,"""'"'"'''""'~'~"'T~~ 

lish, affirmed the anti•Semltlsrn existed (to the chureh) as objects · · · . '1: ' ... " · 
docqEnt "remains always for us, for eon'l(ersion. Thia was deeply ~WARD I. FR...,_N. president o~the Amerl~n .. Jewlsh Com­
for he Catholic Church, for the insulting to .Jews," Tanenbaum mtttee, reads a statement to Pope Jehrl Paul 11 urgl!'g establlsh-
ep· pate and for the Pope, a said.. ment of formal relations between the t;to1u: and i 

' ? l 
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Page Two Marth 6, 1985 St. Louis Jewish Light 

American J~wish Leaders Meet 1With Piope . John -Paul II · 
VATICAN CITY -At a pri­

vate audience with American 
Jewish Committee leaders 
held recently in the resplend· 
ent Apostolic Palace, Pope 
John Paul II went further than 
any Pope in recent memory by 
affirming that improved Cath­
olic-Jewish relations is now an 
article of Catholic doctrine, 
"an expression of the < Cath· 
olic> faith, a word of the Di-
vine Wisdom." · 

At the same time, he re­
mained cautious and vague 
about the relationship of the 
Holy See to Israel. ' 

Howard I. Friedman of Los 
Angeles. AJCommittee presi· 
dent, led an eight-member 
AJCommittee delegation in an 
audience devoted to com­
memorating the 40th anniver­
sary of the end of World War II 
and the defeat of Nazism and 
the 20th anniversary of the 
adoption by Vatican Council II 
of Nostro Aetotc. the declara­
tion that opened a new chapter 
in Catholic-Jewish relations. 
It was the first audience in 
1985 of any Jewish group with 
the Polish Pope devoted lo ex­
amining the impact or the 
Vatican declaration on Cath­
olic-Jewish relations during 
the past two decades. 
"A~ th<' Nazi trauma ap­

palled U!. w1lh despair over hu· 

man evil," Friedman said in 
his prepared text, "so the 20th 
anniversary of the close .or 
Vatican Council II inspires.all 
of us with hope and promise 
for a more hwnane future .... 
It is no exaggeration to stale 
that as a result of these far­
reaching pronouncements and 
the practical actions ttiey 
have inspired, greater prog­
ress in improved Catholic­
Jewish relations has taken 
place during the past two dec­
ades· than in the past two 
millenia." 

Friedman added that "the 

. - ~ ... "::~ ·;-:;:"~~A .. 

American Jewish Committee Ethiopia, and in Africa gen· 
shares" the Pope's vision "of erally." · · 
upholding human dignity by The climax of Friedman's 
vigorously advocating the uni- statement concentrated on the 
versalily of civil and political importance of establishing 
liberties, and, in particular, "diplomatic lies between the 
religious liberty for all peoples Holy See and the State of Is-
everywhere, especially those rael and her people." . 
in oppressive totalitarian so- He said, "Such an hist.Qric 
cieties." • act, we believe, would be a 

The AJCommittee president watershed ·event in Catholic­
then referred to his agency's . Jewish relations. It would help 
"close cooperation with C_ath- create the sense of reality <in 
olic Relief Services in seeking the Arab world) which is in~­
to relieve the suffering, pensable lo _peace, and we 
hunger and deprivation of mil- would consider it a happy de­
lions of fellow human beings in velopment and confirmation 

of t.Oe decisions of Vatican · 
Council JI." 

Pope John Paul II 11 pictured with leaders of the American 
Jewl1h Commltt- In Votlmn City after the pontiff had given 
the group a private audience. The AJCommlttee 1-dert urged 
the pontiff to eltabll1h diplomatic relotlon1 with the State of 
lnael a1 er mean• of \,ringing peace to the Middle Ea1t. 

ln response, the Pope de­
clared, "I wish to confirm, 
with utmost conviction, that 
the teaching of the Church 
proclaimed during the Second 
Vatican Council II in the Dec­
laration Nostro A°etote .. . re­
mains nlways for ~$, for the 
Catholic Church, for the Epis­
copate . .. and for the Pope, a 
teaching which must be fol­
lowed - a teaching which it is 
necessary to accept not mere­
ly as something fitting, but 
much more as an expression of 
the faith, as an inspiration of the 
Ho)y Spirit as a word of 
Devine Wisdom." 

See POPE, Page 23 
(AN!> rho10) 
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• • • t:i I · 
whic'tl'i~ for both Qf us a funda- Pope John Paul acknowl- ly of ''peace and security for · pelling the illusion in the Arab 
mental' 'iilju~ction ·of our re- edged "the close collaboration Israel," but said there were world that somehow Israel's 

· · ligious':traditions a~d which between the 'AJCommittee "complexities" that stood in continuedexistencecanbeun­
the J'.!ew il'estam~nl has . re- . with·· some of our Catholic the way pr.esently of es.tabli.sh- dt:rmined. Nothing would con­
ceived.from the Old." ·· .. . :agencies in alleviating·hu!lger irig diplomatic relations. ti:1bute. more to peace in ·that 
Th~.'.Pope then condemned. in Ethiopia ·and in the· Sahel:" ·· Ip meetings_ prior to the area .than' the dispelling of the 

anti-Semitism, saying, "Anti- · On ' the · Middle East, the · audience with 'the Pope, the illusion." · , 

[p}(Q)~.® 
Continued From ,Page t· 

Vatican aitl.horities told· the 
AJCommittee·leaders that the 
.Pope· affirmed by that state­
_ment that he regarded .. im­
proved Catholic-Jewish rela­

:tions as an " article of Catholic 
faith.' ' of permanent value 
and that its progress was ir­
reversible. 'That assµmed im­
portance in light of anxiety in 
Catholic circles that the Vati~ 
can Synod called for Novem-

. ber might. lead lo reversal of 
progr~ssive achievements of 
Vatican Council II . 

Asserting that "the relation­
ships betweeri Jews and·C~ris; 
tians have radically improved 
in these:. years." ·the Pontiff 
stated, "W~ere th.ere wa·s dis­
trust and perhaps fear. there 
is now confidence. Where 
there was ignorance· and 
therefore · prejudic.e and 
stereotype. there is now grow­
ing mutual .knowledge. · ap­
preciation and respect. There 
is above all. love be tween us, 
that kind or· love: I mean, 

Semitism, which is unfortu- Pope then said, '' I kno.w also AJCommittee leaders spoke · . In addition lo Friedman and 
."nately s'till:a problem' in cer- of your·concern for the I)eac·e ~t length with Archbishop Rabbi Tanenbaum, the 

tain places, has been repeat- and security:of the.Holy Land. Achille Silverstrini of the Vati: AJCoinmittee delegation con­
edly•condemned by the Cath· May the Lord give to that can Secretariat of State and sisted ·of Mrs. Friedman; Mr: 
.olic tradition as incompatible land; and to all-the peoples and with Jan Cardinal Wille- .and Mrs. Theodore Ellenoff of 
with . Christ's teaching a!1d nations ih that part of' the brands. president of the Vati- New York ·(Mr. Ellenofr' is 

. with the respeel due lo·the dig- world. the.blessings contained. ·can Secretariat for· Religious. chairman of AJCommittee's 
nity. of men and. women ' in the word,.shalom." He then " Relations' 1wilh ·Jews, on .the Board of .Governors> ; Dr. 
created in the image and like- expressed the hope that "the importance · of " full recogni- David.Gor:dis, AJCommittee's 
ness of God: 1 ·once again ex- .sons . and·. daughters of 'Abra- tio'n .. throughout the . ciyilized executiv:e yice president. and 
press the Catholic ·Church'.s· ' ham .. ·- J ews, Christians arid world, including the Holy See, -.Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Gardner 
repudiation of all oppres~ion ·l'y1uslims -:-- may live together· of 'Israel's sovereign legiti- of Buffalo, AJCommittee gov-
and persecution. and of all d.i:>· and pro!lper in peace.". · · macy as-the only means of dis- ernors: 
crimination against p~opl.e ·- Jn p~ivate.conv~rsation with· · · · 
from.· whatever side 1t may the AJCommitte~ represen~-
come." · tives the Pope spoke 'concr~te~ 

'· 

.· 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date March 8, 1985 

to Area Directors 

trom Sonya F. Kauf er 

aubfect 

The attached op-ed fits in with our many 
programs conunemorating the achievements of 
Vatican Council II. Please give it wide 
dissemination and send clips. 

Regards. 

fe/dr 
85-965-8 
att. 
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NOSTRA AETATE: THE NEXT 20 YEARS 

1985 marks the 20th anniversary of the Second Vatican -Council's 

historic declaration, Nostra Aetate, which condemned anti-Semitism and 

repudiated the a·ncient myth that the Jews were collectively responsible for 

the death of .Jesus. Pope John Paul II recently reaffirmed these pri nci pl es 

before a_ delegation of American Jewish Conm-ittee leaders . 

. · Indeed, changes in Catholic-Jewish relations. have beep far-reaching. More 

positive encounters hav·e taken place between the two communities fo · the past 

two decades than in the preceding 1900 years. In the United States, 

particularly, Jews and ·Catholics work together on a host of shared concerns, 

including a just immigration policy, admission of refugees, preventing nuclear 

war, aiding the poor, the homeless and the hungry, and furthering religious 

liberty and human rights at home and abroad. 

Much remains to be done, howe.ver. Despite Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 

Peres 1 s cordial meeting with the Pope in February, the Vatican does not yet 

have full diplomatic relations with Israel. Such .an omission has an impact 

on Catholic-Jewish relations in general. Many observers believe that such 

ties .would. not only greatly enhance the Middle East peace process but also 

signal to Israel's enemies that the Jewish State is a legitimate, full-fledged · 

member of the family of' nations. Certainly they would be a dramatic indicator 

of the Catholic Church's affirniation of the enduring legitimacy of the Jewish 

faith and the Jewish people. 

~ (more) 

CDljJ@ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMIME, l~stiMe of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York,~· Y~ 10022 

'. 
' 
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Vatican II irrevocably altered the way Jews and Catholics look at 

one another. Let this 20th anniversary celebration be a mandate for 

further positive change. 

... - ~:- .. -
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12-Feb. 15. "'1985 (G511) 

WOMAN DIES IN FALL FROM ROOF OF ST. PETER'S (300) 

By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 

VATICAN CITY (NC) -An unidentified woman fell 150 feet to her death from the roof of the facade of St. Peter's Basilica 

Feb. 15, landing on the basilica's top step near the middle door. 

Vatican officials said the woman. whom they described ~s "between 40 and 50 years of age," was carrying no identifying 

documents. In order to reach the point from which she fell, she would have had to climb over a 5-foot-high stone balustrade. 

they said. 

Tourists at the scene during the late-morning incident reported hearing "a rush of noise" and then a sound " like a beam 

crashing" as the woman's body sl~mmed into the pavement. 

Vatican security officers immediately covered the body and blocked off the area where the body lay for a few hours while 

poli.ce awaited the medical examiner. There was no immediate statement as to why she fell or if it might have been a suicide . 

. ',T°PE::huge basilica with its terrace and walkways around the inside and outside of the dome has been the site of many 

:,., suicides and fatal accidents. Last year. for example. a woman jumped to her death from the same terrace and landed in 
·:::::~ .> 

·"· ·":. . the?Jatican garden behind the basilica. 
·~ '" '<) 

.. Earlier. during the papacy of Pope Paul VI. a young child fell to his death from a walkway around the outside of the dome ·, ·.~ 
wher,i he slipped through a safety railing. 

Following his death. more railings were added and restrictions on children visiting the walkways were tightened. 

Several years ago, a suicide occurred inside the church. when a man jumped to his death from the walkway around the 
I 

:~~1ns;de the basmca. dy;ng w;th;n St. Peter's. 
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POPE ASKS PEACE. SECURITY FOR ALL IN HOLY LANO (560) 

By Agostino Bono 

VATICAN CITY (NC) - Jews. Christians arid Moslems must live together in peace and security in the Holy Land, Pope 

John Paul II said Feb. 15 at a meeting with representatives of the American Jewish Committee. 

The pope said he shared "your concern for the peace and security of the Holy Land," and he asked God to grant that 

"justice and peace may kiss" in the troubled region. 

The church wishes " that the sons and daughters of Abraham - Jews. Christians and Mostems - r:nay live together and 

prosper in peace, " the pope added. 

At the meeting, Howard I. Friedman. American Jewish Committee president, asked the pope to "formalize the dlplomatlc 

ties be.tWeen t~e Holy See and the state of Israel and her people." 

Friedman said diplomatic relations "would be a watershed event in Catholic-Jewish relations" and contribute to establlshlng 

peace in the Middle East. 

"The primary obstacle to peace in the area is the ongoing illusion of most of Israel's neighbors that somehow. without 

formal recognition of sovereign legitimacy of other states. Israel's continued existence can be undermined," Friedman said 

in a prepared speech to the pope. 

At a press conf~rence after the meeting. Friedman said that under Pope John Paul. the Vatican has taken major steps 

toward diplomatic recognition of Israel by acknowledging its existence and its right to security. 

"We hope that this 'de facto' acknowledgement leads to 'de jure' recognition," he said. 

During private conversations after the exchange of public talks, the pope said that the issue of recognizing Israel is a 
complex one, said Friedman. 

(MORE) 
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But the pope did not say what ttiese complexities are, Friedman added. . . 
"The pope understood the deep feeling Jewish people have for the security of Israel," Friedman said. 

Vatican officials have said that the Vatican would not recognize Israel and Jordan until a wide range of Middle East pro­

blems are resolved. These include the status of Jerusalem, disagreement over borders, resettlement of Palestinian refugees 

and security for Lebanon, Vatican officials have said. 

In the exchange of public speeches by the pope and Friedman, both parties praised the progress in Catholic.Jewish rela­

tions in the 20 years since Vatican II approved · ~Nostra Aetate." the Latin title for the "Declaration on the Relation of the 

Church to Non-Christian Religions." The declaration, approved in October 1965, contains a section on relations with Jews 

which sparked increased contacts between the two groups. 

~:·Nostra Aetate' repudiated anti-Semitism and the infamous canard of collective Jewish responsibility for the death of 

Clirist;' ' said Friedman . 

.. ::mihereby rejected distorted teachings of Christian doctrine which have resulted ·in centuries of anti-Jewish hatred. pre· 

~~,· ~dice. suffering and the prolonged shedding of Jewish blood," he added. 

The result has been "that greater progress in improved Catholic.Jewish relations has taken place during th~ past two 

de~des than in the past two millenia." Friedman said. 

The pope said the practical effect of the declaration has been that "relationships between Jews and Christians have radically 

improved.·· 

He reiterated church opposition to anti-Semitism. 

"Anti-Semitism, which is unfortunately still a problem in certain places, has _been repeatedly condemned by the Catholic 

tradition as incompatible with Christ's teaching," the pope said. 

:-~ The pope also praised the American Jewish Committee for cooperating with ·'Catholic agencies in alleviating hunger in 

Ethiopia and in the Sahel." 

ENO 
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SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL RE-HUMANIZED JEWS, SAYS U.S. RABBI (390 -With 13-Feb. 15, 1985, VATICAN CITY 

- Pope asks peace ... ) 

By Agostino 6ono 

ROME (NC) - The Second Vatican Council was a " revolution in the consciousness of Christianity'· and a ··re-humanization 

of Jews" in the eyes of Christians. said Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. director of international relations of the American Jewish 

Committee Feb. 15. 

The Vatican Council statement on Judaism made possible a "new theology in which Jews and Judaism are respected 

on their own terms, where Judaism is understood to be a source of light and truth to the Jewish people," he said at a Rome 

press conference. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum spoke after attending a meeting between Pope John Paul II and an American Jewish Committee delega· 

tion. The meeting commemorated the almost 20 years of improved Catholic.Jewish relations since the Vatican Council adopted 

its statement on the Jews. 

The statement is part of the council's "Declaration on the Relations of the Church to Non-Christian Religions." approved 

in October 1965. 

The declaration said that although Jewish authorities pressed for Christ's death, " neither all Jews indiscriminately at that 

time, nor Jews today, can be charged with the crimes committed during his Passion." 

··it is true that the church is the new people of God, yet the Jews should not be spoken of as rejected or accursed as 

if this followed from Holy Scripture." the declaration said. 

I 
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The Vatican Council caused a "180-degree turnabout in Catholic mentality," said Rabbi Tanenbaum, an observer at the 

council. 

"The church taught for 2,000 years that God used Jews at the beginning of history. Then God changed his mind, and 

Jews ceased to be the chosen people," said Rabbi Tanenbaum. 

"The church became the new Israel, and we ceased to be a factor In human history or in religious revelatory history," 

he added. 

·'The human consequences for us have been disasterous . .We became the wandering Jews, the shylocks;· the ·marginal 

people of history," he said. 

"We've existed as an anomoty to the vast majority of the Christian world. And implied in that was that somehow Judaism 

was inadequate. The only way we can be saved is by abandoning our own faith and becoming something outside ourselves,·· 

said Rabbi Tanenbaum. 

:,.t *~atican II has put an end to that kind of defamation of Jews and Judaism," he said. · 

'._.i~ !;ENO~ 
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COUPLE SEES ORGAN DONATION AS PRO-LIFE ISSUE (450) 

By Carol Kalich 

LIGONIER, Pa. (NC) - Despite some terrifying myths about organ donating, Elizabeth and Richard Mickinak have formed 

an organization promoting the practice. The couple, members of Holy Trinity Church in Ligonier, also see organ donation 

as a pro-life issue. 

"It's a life-saving method. I believe if one can support anti-abortion measures, one can support this," said Mrs. Mickinak. 

~; Some of the common fears about organ donation are that organs will be taken before the donor dies, that donors' bodies 

··.< 

will be mutilated after death, and that family members will have no say in wheth.er or not the donor's organs will be used. 

" I wouldn't be involved as a donor if any of it were true," S:aid Mrs. Mickinak. who along with her husband has founded · 

CODE, the Committee for Donor Education. 

Mrs. Mickinak's interest in raising public awareness on organ donation stems from her 6-year-otd son Ryan, who needs 

a kidney transplant. Since his degenerative kidney disease began when he was 2-and-one-half years old, Ryan has had both 

kidneys removed. A transplant performed in 1983 was rejected, so he has been on dialysis. 

" I'm not doing this only to find Ryan a kidney," she said, but added, " Realistically, an increase In the number of donors 

me.ans w.e could find one sooner." 

Currently, less than 1 percent of U.S. citizens donate organs. 

The Catholic Church is not opposed to people donating organs, according to Benedictine Father Joel Lieb, director of 

pro-life programs for the Diocese of Greensburg, Pa. "What the church is against are living wills and euthanasia, " he said. 

According to the 1985 Catholic Almanac, organ. transplants are pe~mlsslble "provided It Is done with tne con_sent of the 

concerned parties and does not result in the death or mutilation of the donor." 

Meanwhile, the Mickinaks and others involved with COPE are preparing posters on organ donation for statewide distribu­

tion. They are also considering taking out an advertisement in USA Today, a national daily newspaper, for even more ex· 

posure. They have submitted these and other ideas to Dow Chemical, which is maklng.$1 mlllion available for organ donor 

and transplant awareness nationwide. 

"I feel people are good; If they know a need exists, they are going to care," said Mrs. Mickinak. " I shouldn't have to 

touch them personally for them to l:Jnderstand. I believe that by how this community has helped Ryan. 

"I believe God is helping us through this .... I want to make a d_ifference, not just sit by," .she continued. 

"When this is over I'll know I've done everything in my power. When we're through, I hope Ryan will be whole:'. '. 

ENO 
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· ~ptscuss ties with .Jsrael 

~-!,Pope, U.S. Jewish group meet 
r: t , , I . ' ' ... 
• · ·~ · ... By AGm11NO BONO . · •• ·- . . . 
• VATICAN CnY INC} - Jews. Chrtsttans and 
Moslems must live together In peace and security In 
1he Holy Land. Pope John Paul II satd Feb. 15 at a 
ln~ng with representatives of the American 
~.I.sh CommJttee. 

. t The· pope said he shared ·your concern for the 
·peace and secwtt¥ Qf the Holy Land," and he asked 
CiOd to grant that ']&,1&Uoe and peace ffi1!Y kiss" 1n 
~ troubled regton. 
: The church Wishes "lhat the sons and daughters 
of Abraham - Jews. ChrisUans and Moslems -
~ Uve together and prosper In peace." the pope 
~ed. . 
1 .At the meeung. Howard I. Friedman. American 
~ash Committee president. asked the pope to 
•'fc:nnaltze the diplomatic ues between the Holy Set 
~~ the .sta,te ,pf Israel and her people: · 
, Friedman 8'1d dlplomauc relations ·would be a 
f.viltershed eycnt In CalhoU~h relations" and 

,.. . . ~qntribute to estabUshlngpcace In the Middle East 
: !he primary obstacle to peace in the area ts the 
~ Wusion of most of Israel's neighbors that · 
~mehaw. without formal recognition of sovereign 
legaumacy of other states. Israel's continued 
~tcnce can be undermined." Friedman said in a 
flrepared speech to the pope. 
'· ftt a press conference after the meeting. 
1Ff1edman said that under Pope John Paul. the 
IVaUcan has taken lnajor steps toward diplomatic .- . -" . " 

recognl lion of Israel~ acknowledging Its existence 
and us right to securtty. 

"We hope that this 'de facto' a~knowledgement 
leads to 'de Jure· recognition," he said. 

During private conversations after the exchange 
of public talks. the pope said that the Issue of 
recognt.ztng Israel ts a oomplex one. said Friedman. · 

But the pope did not say what these complexJtles 
· are. Friedman added. 

"The pope understood the deep f eeltng Jewish 
people have for the ~urtty of lsrad."' Friedman 
saJd. 

Vatican officials have said that the Vatican would 
.not recognize Israel and Jordan until a wide range 
of Middle East problems are resolved. These lndude 
the status of Jerusalem. disagreement over borders. 
resettlement of PalestJntan refugees and securtty 
for Lebanon. Vatican officials ha\'t! sa1d. · 

In the exchange of public speeches by the pope 
and Friedman. both parties praised the progress In 
Catholic-Jewish relaUons In the 20 years slnoe 
Vatican II approved "Nostra Aetate:· the Latin UtJe 
for the "DeclaraUon on the Relation of the Church . 
to Non-Chnsttan Religions." The declarallon 
approved In October 1965. contains a section on 
relations with Jews which sparked increased 
contacts between the two groups. 
. · The result has been "that greater progress In 
improved Catholic-Jewish relatJons hits taken 

lConUnued on page 2) 
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~ r Pope,, lJ.S. 'Jewish group meet' 
~ ~ i · . . ' 
,. · i · (ConJ.tnuedfrom page 1) consciousness of Christianity" and a ··re-
r; · hwnaniZatton of Jews" In the eyes of Christians.: 
i~ ~I~ during the past two decades than In the past . . The Vatican Council statement ·on Judaism 
~ two mJUenJa." Friedman said. h Jews d 
~- ; '"Nostra Aetate' repudiated anti-Semitism and made possible a "new theology In whlc an 
~ t .. he· ·Infamous- canard of collective Jewish Judaism are respected c;>n th~r own i:erms. where i· i! Judaism Is understood to be a sourtt ofllght.and i 
~ responsibility for the .death of Christ." said· truth to the Jewtsh people," he said · · 1 : 

Frtedman. · · · · ' 
· · ·"It · thereby rejec~ed distorted teach In&' of The Vaucan Council caused a ··" I SO.degree ~ 
Christian · doctrine ·which have resulted In turnabout In Catholic mentality," said Rabbi i 

. centuries · of anti.Jewish hatred. prejudice. Tanenbaum. an observer at the council. ' · : ; 
suffering and the· prolonged shedding of ..Jewish On Feb. 19 lsraell Prime Mtn~ter ~htmon .PerCSt ·: 

.. blood.'' he·added. ' · ·-after meeting wtth tPe pope. sajd religion and. : 
· The pope · ~d · the practical effect of the politics must remain separate when ~n.st~~~ 

declaration has been that '.'relationships between the status of Jerusalem. . 
. Jews and Christians have ~tcally Improved." · '1t was clear tn our discussion that we must. 

.. ~ ... ~ll~ted ' ~"1,-C~}". · oppositlo~ : : ~0.5 .anti~ · dJst1nau&sh . religious and polJUcaJ bon~ In the. 
· SemWsm. · · ques~'k>~ of Jerusalem." Peres toldjoumaJlstsafter. 
: , :, 'i\.~U-SemiUsm. which, Is unfortunately still a·· emerging from the 20-mtpute P.rt~ate ~eetlngwt~ 

I. · prob.~m In ~rtaln places. has been repeatedly the i>ope. · , . , . · • 
... · con~emnec,t . by the Catholic tradJ lion as· · · · The Vatican announ~ the meeting bµt c,lld no~ !. 

JnOOD)patJble ;;.vith · ~hrtsfs .. teaching." the pope . say what was discussed. , : 
sa.Jd. · · · "I spoke wtth him about a lot of Issues. The pope : 

The pope also praised the American Jewish showed that he wants the peace and well-being of t 
.Committee for cooperating wt th "Catholic agencies my counuy;· saJd Peres. who. like the pope. was: ~ 
In alleviating hunger In Ethiopia and In theSaheJ.... born In Poland. " i 
· At at press conference the.sanieday. Rabbi Marc Peres said ·he did not ask the pope to establish'. : 
Tanenbaum •. director of International relations of diplomatic relations between the Vatican and Israel : 
the Amen can Jewish Committee. said The Sea>nd : but he' did Invite him to v&slt .... the Mld<Qe_ F.ast· : Vaucan Council · ~ . a . "_rev9lut1on I~ :the, , . cou.nuy. ··. . . . . . . . - t · ' . . • . ~ l • 
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Jacobo Kovadloff Director, South Arnnian Arrairs and spanish Mec111 

Date: 

To: 

x 

Remarks : 

February 27, 1985 

Marc- Tanenbaum 

For your informatiDn 

Thought this would interest you 

For your approva l 

As requested 

As promised 

Your comments, please 

Please return 

Let's discuss 

Boby D. Graetz had send me the enc lose 
clipping from 0 Globo of Rio de Janeiro. 

They made a 11 package-news11 on the ordination 
of Rabbi Amy Eilberg and AJC. meeting with the 
Pope and your statement . 
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·" CRC Corn.er ·is a ·cbtuffa~ iippe~!Jifg"fegiltaflY"'iri~G_6fir_Jf11i.iiiif~~ii'i~~ef.j(;· keep i5sues 
of Jewish concern-in-the forefront of.tl~e·public'forum.-. The Community Relations 
Council (CRC). is a standing,commi(lee .of the Jewish Community. Feder.at ion Board 
of Directors reSponsible fof<Nvelopin'g recomme1.1dationsfor_po./lcy <?rid ac'iiOn in all 
areas of ·c.qm.m_u~ity relat!~ns: ·r~e eke.. is .comprised .of representot~ves from all 
Jewish community organizatlon·s and synagogues."Th'e committe~ included in CRC 
ore·"Pzibtic. Ajjoirs, . Scho~ls,·· fsrael 'Affairs .. (ln.d "£.ducotion> Oppressed Jewry, 
He_ri.tage. Weekend. and. .S~a_~er/Bureau: . .;.". ~; · ... : . : .. : '· I 

From. Ainerica!l~: J'.eWbh C<>m:~itfee·.·~. ~':. ~Cfi~ .~ 
· '.·Gen.eral··s~eeret~~Y::~-of ;_ .C_hu~rch~/ r1 ~­
. Coun!cil h olto t~·d .by:, AJ'CJ»~,·· ... -·- · _·a ·1~ 53-

NEW YORK - ··or . . Glak~ · Randall·, ·:. Committee . . 
. who recently · .~etired ;··as .,;,General. · Dt!ririg ~ the. ce~e~opy,. Dr. Ran.dall . 
Secretary of the '.Natiori;ll' Council. of wa·s . presented with a lithograph 
Churches of Christ after 12_.,years i~ 'the . depiCtiiig . the Biblical . . verse·· from 
position, was honored . reeently ·at . a' -~ Deuterono·m·y; "Ju.stice: . justice,· shalt 
reception 'given by the Ame~can ieWish - thou pursue." It wa5 'i>r·es.ented by Mimi 

· · Alperin, , chair of··: AJC's -· National AJ c · 1 ead ets :· t 0: . : lnterreligious Affairs;-Commission. . t·· . •th· p . . . A~ept!n& .. ~he J>~esemation, ·.Dr. mee Wl . ·:.Ope . R~dall. i: remai:ked .- that among . the 
. . ·. · ·. .. , · , ._ ... experienc~s .. -that she: had been -most. 

NE\V YORK, (JTA~ -:- The Amencan·. grateful for during her tenure as General 
Je~ish Commit~ee announ~· tha_t _th~ce · Sea:ctary had: .been ·. "the relationship 
of its leaders win meet Pope John Paul that she had maintainCd with the Jewish 
II at t~e yatiearJ Febr.uary.14 ~o discpss community.~' She .added: 
reaffirmation at the forth~ommg Pap~ "In my .. relations"with the American 
Synod of · Vat_ican CounCil, ., 11 Jewish Committee .. I have always· found 
condemnations of anti-Semitic teach}ngs integrity, honesty and cordiality with 
within the Church, ·vatican rec_ognition whomever I have worked. We have had 
of Israel, and world•human rights issues. to deal with some serious differences 
The three AJC oficials are Howard but o\ir relationship was remained 
Fr'~edman, president; David . Gordis, · intact, and for that I am grateful." 
executive vice president; _and Rabbi For more information on the local 

: Mar_c Ta.nenbaum, international chapter of the AJC, call Louis Moseson, 
relations director· · president. at 893-3788-. 

,, e .,...,.- T -...! .4 - _... _: _.. . e 
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The Pope to a group of American Jews: 

•
11 PEACE AND SECUR ITY FOR THE HOLY LAND1 1 

The. 1wad .:tltavel..le.d .twe.n.ty !fea.Jl.,6 afiteJL the. delcevut.:Uon o.fi "No.6.:tlta . 
Ae;ta;t,e."; Anti.-Se.ni.{,t,Um ,(.,{} ,i,nc.ompa;Ci..ble. wilh the. te.ac.IU.ng 06 ChWi -and - · 
lte.6pe.c.t fiolt the. cUgrU.,ty 06 man; Ag1te.e.me.n.t on the. 1te..6pon.6.{.bUJ..ty 601t 
lcomba.;t;t,{.ytg) wo!tld hungeJL 

11 1 am convinced, and I am happy to aff i .rm :it on this occasion , that 
relations between Jews and Christians have been radically improved in 

·.these years. Where there was mistrust and possibly fear, today there 
is trust. Where there was ignorance and therefore prejudice, today 
there is grow i ng mutual awareness , esteem and respect. 11 This is what 
was stated among other things, this morning, Friday , February 15, by 
John Paul I I to the leaders of the American Jewish Committee, a group 
of t welve persons received i n audience. The g roup was led by President 
Howard I. Friedman and Msgr. Jorge Mejia of the Secretariat of the Union 
of Christians. 

These were the salient po ints of the Pope's speech: 

~': . 
Twenty years after the Nostra Aetate Declaration on relations of the 

Church with non-Christian religions, it now appears much more clearly 
than before how profound is the theological foundation and what a sol id 

base it prov ided for a genuine fruitful Jewish-Chri stian dia logue. 

* To the massive amount of work already undertaken, much remains to be 
done: education for dialogue, for love and for respect for others . 

1: Anti-Semitism is incompatibl e with the teaching of Christ and wi:'l>th 
the necessary respect for the dignity of men and women created in the 
image and 1 ikeness of God. 

This is the text of the Pope's speech: 

dah 
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ARMY NEWS HADIO 

AT A PRIVATE AUDIENCE WITH AlVIERIC 1~T JEWISH COMMITTEE LEADERS 

HELD IN THE MAGNI.5'ICENT APOSTOLIC PALACE IN THE VATICAN, POPE 

JOHN PAUL II WENT FURTHER THAN A'l Y POPE. IN RECENT MEMORY IN 

JOE(i;EID7t:X::}H~ UNDEf~SCORING THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVED REIA TIONS 

BETWEEN T·HE .. CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE JEWI SH PE OPLE . DURING A 

WARM AND FRIENDLY r1Eµ:TING ' THE eOPE SAID T~AT GOOD RELATIONS 

BETWEEN CATHOLIC'S AND JEWS THROUGHOUT THE WOrtLD WAS MORE THAN 

A MATTER OF POSITIVE INTERGROUP TIES . HE PUT IT THIS WA~ : 

11 I WISH. TO CON FIRM WI'TH URMOST CONVICTION THAT Ti{E 

TEACHING OF THE CHURCH PROCLAIMED:ro DURING THE SECOND VATICAN 

COUNCIL IN THE DECLARATION NOST::-tA AETATE REMAINS ALWAYS FOR US 

I<'OR THE CATHOLIC CHURCH FOR THE EPOSCOPATE AND F'OR THE POPE A 

TEACHING ;J}!ICH MUST BE FOLLOWED.;.:- A 't'EACHING tvHICH IT IS NECESSARY 

TO ACCEPT NOT MERELY AS SOMETHING .l?IT'rING BUT MUCH MCRE AS AN 

EXP RESS ION OF THE FEI TH , tu'J AN INSPIRATION OF 'I'HE HOLY SPITIT , AS 

A WORD OF DIVINE WISDOM. 
CHRISTIANS 

STATING THAT THE RELATIONSIIPS BETWEEN JE1:.JS AHD KXT.MNE.IEZ 

HAVE RADICALLY IMPROVED IN THESE YEA!:iS , THE PON'l1I FF ADDED , nWHERE 

THERE WAS DIS'PRUST AND PER.SAPS }:EAR, THERE IS NOW CONFIDENCE . WHERE 

THERE WAS IGNORANCE AND T HEREFffi E PBEJDDICE AND STEREO'i'bfPES, T HERE IS 

NOW GROWI~G MUTUAL KNOWLEDGE , APPRECIATION AND RESPECT . THERE IS 

ABOVE ALL , LOVE BET\vEEN US , TI-1-A.T KIND OF LOVE, I MEAN, ltiHICH IS EOR 

BOTH OF US A FTJNDM·1ENTAL INJUCTION OF OUR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS AND 

WHICH THE NEW 'EESTAMENT HAS RECEIVED FROM THE OLD . 11 

THE POPE THEN MADE A RING I '~G CONDEMNATION 0 F AJ~ TI - SEMITISM. 

ANTI - SEMI'T'ISM, HE TOLD THE AJC LEADEns' \-ilUCH IS UNFORTUNATELY STILL 

A PROBLEM IN CERTAIN PL'\ CES , HAS BEEN REPEMREDLY CONDEMNED BY THE .KX:X 



I 

\ 
I 

I 
' 

I ..., 

CATHOLIC 1'RADITION AS INCOMPATIBLE WITH CHRIST ' S TEACHING AND WITH 'KN 

THE RESPECT DUE TO THE DIGNITY OF }ffiN AND WOMEN CREATED IN THE IMAGE 

AND LIKENESS OF GOD , I ONCE GG!IN EXPRESS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ' S 

REPUDIATION OF ALL OPP-:-ffiSSION AND PEHS .. :CUTI ON AND OF AL'L DISC HIMINATIO: 

a~ainst people from whatever side it may come . 

HOWARD FRIEDMAN OF LOS ANGELES , PRESIDENT OF THE .N.lfERICAN 

JEW! SH COM.MITTEE , TOLD TI!E POPE THAT THE AJC SHARES HIS VISION OF 

UPHOLDING HUMAN DIGNITY BY vrmmmrSLY ADVOCATING THE UNIVEHSBALITY 

OF CIVIL Arm POLITICAL LIBERTIES ' MTD IN p i\TICUIA R' RELI GIOUS 

LIBERTY FOR ALL PF.OPIE SEVERYWHERE, ESPECII~L:Z THOSE IN OPP <ESSIVE 

TOTALITARIAN SOCIETIES . 

THE AJC PRESIDENT THEN REFERRED TO HI S AGENCY ' S CLOSE 

COOPERATION HITH CATHOLIC RELIEF Jt~JGH~.I];XX SERVICES IN SEEKING TO R 

RELIEVE THE SUFFERIN~ , HUNGER AND DEPRIVATIONS OF MILLIONS OF "?ELLOW 

. l-llH'IA~ BEIGNS IN ETHOOPIA AND IN AFRICA GENERALLY . 

THE ISOPE ACKNOi:JEDEGED THE CLOSE COLLABORATION BETHEEN THE 

AMERICAN JE\-!ISH CO.MM.ITTEE AND SOME OF' OUR CATHODIC AGENCIES IN 

ALLEVIATING HUNGER IN ETHIDOPIA AND AFRICA . 

ON THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION , THE: POPE SPOKE MORE VAGUELY . 

HE SAID ' I KNO\-J ALSO O? youq CONCERN FOR THE PEACE AND SECURITY OP 

THE HOLM LAND . MAY THE LO~D GIVE TO THAT LA1'TD AND TO AND TO ALL 

•T'Pl? 
·- •• )....;J PEOPIES ~ND N 1~TIOrJS IN TI:J(T PART OP'rHE WORLD , THE BI.ES0INGS 

CONTAINED IN TF.E WORD SHALOM . HE THEN EIIBESSED THE HOPE '.:'HAT TEE 

SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ABRAHAM JEW·s fiHHISTIANS AND MUSLIMS , ViAY LIVE 

TOGETHER AND PROSPER IN PEACE. 

IN MEETINGS PRIOR TO THE AUDIENCE WITH THE POPE , THE 

AJC LEADERS SPOKE WITH VATICAN AUTHORITIES ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 

PULL RECOGNITION THROUGHOUT THE CIVILZED WORLD INCLUDING THE HOLY 

SEE OF ISRAEL ' S SOVEREIGN LEGITIMACY AS THE ONLY KEANS OF DISPELLING 
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I 'I'HE ILLUSICN IN THE AHAB WORLD THAT SCMEHO,lr! ISHAEL r S CONTINUED 

EXI STEN DE CAN BE UNDERMINED . NOTHING WOULD COUTRIJ3U E MORETO PEACE 

THE AJ C LEADERS STATED THAN THE DISPELLING OF THAT ILLUSIOi-T . 

ALL IN ALL , IT WAS A MEMOnABLE 4!'rn HOPEFULLY AMMOST USEFUL 

VI.'3IT TO THE VATICAN , AN APPROPIHATE COMMEMORATION OF THE 20TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE CLO.SE OF VATICAN COUNCIL II . 
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