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POPE JOHN PAUL II AND THE J&S - A TURNING POINT
by Marc H. Tznenbgum
The journey across the Tiber River Jegt=Smomsiny , September let,
from Rome to the Pope's summer reciknce in Castel Gondolfo was
asebadiy one of the longest journeys in Jewdsh hisory.

On that waprm ITd$alian morning, three Vatican limousines drove
lnad 4 b _

nine Qi-ueq represent§E§“la: . 8 8
E = ati rica, =nd tereser from Vasgican elty to the Pope's

summer villa, dn—bud= - T - v
Eills. Before the iedion G 2 media of the warld, the
Swise Guards greétéd us efith 2 formal salute, a2né the Fapal chamberla ins
whisked us into the Pope's reception room.

Days befiore our "unprecedented" conversation with #one John Paul
II, I wandered througn the aAarcov, grlmyhfzzzzizr-— he‘&ﬂlaﬁ’gnetto

on _the—Jef4—beni—eof—tae—Tiber. =
hiv%g§;£-ﬂ3¢;m¢ﬁﬁizved under earlier Po{gé?E;:—;—;omgnant remlnder

(}ﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬂi;;ht years that Csatholies and Jews nave tiraveled in moderm
tinmes,

2er -fnis Romen-Jomgsgh,gchetto wage established by =weshke®r Fope,
Paul IV.—+#o in 1555, Eecreeq‘s, the—debacenentof Jews g "the Christ-
kl'ler¢3 Eybegzﬁé'nhetggh;;fis. It was this Pope who ordered all Jews
to wear a yellow hat - precursor to Hitler's yellow star - as a symbol

of their pariah status. Before the Piazza Guidia, or Jewish square,
stands the Church of Santa laria della Pianto where ghetto Jews lsere
forced to listen to sermons for their conversion.

( During the 15th =znd 16th cemturies, 1t was customry at carnivsl
time to force half-naked Jews to race around the Fiazza N,vona to
jeers 2nd beatings by the hostile croBds, frequently incited by
anti-Jewish sermons.)Such was the demonic pattsrn of Catholic-Jesmlish
rela tions under Papal direction for much of the p=st 1,900 years,
relieved only occaéionally by a compassionte Pope who intervened to

prevent acts of violence and perseégion agzinst the Jews in their

Papal Statez\ nuk W—b’w\,

g\ﬁ, ¢ =5
—)
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Cardinal Jonznnes Willebrands, oresident of \the Vatican Secretarist
for Religicus Releataons with Judzism, announced th\a,t an official Catholic
document would be prepared examining 1.900 years of, a.nti—Semitism in ‘
the Christian West, and proposing concrete meang fol uprooting its
pogsonous g{eeds throughdut tae world. To that 'unprecedented proposal -
peEgans a major achievment of our Vatkcan discussions - the Pope

respongded, "I support that study. I endorse it wholeheartedly."

» = el 48 a rapal] Enegelideet. 1

L pe——
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The urgent—euestiomrof —thre absence of full diplomatic relations
between the Holy See and Isrzel was leo discussed,falis—sith the
ane N3 = AT ST RN EoetTiae-gesarotrt Vot scretary

of

off. The Pope zr said he

e

> undersstood how central Israel and Jerusalem are in tthe consciougness
.,g- of the Jewish people. A bnea;t:_fj_g;bough i;;.-ﬁ.omumc-a-ta—m tookyp]_a ce when
h Cardinal Casaroﬁ.}%%eet with us from time to time to explore
i fapther the obstacles that stand in the say of fulll normelization
2

of relations.

) Fridsy morning , When the Fope meets sith Jesish leaders in
J;-; ﬁ?i%@viul{bﬁn;elieve ne should be "ﬁelcomed With gs=wgc good will. Despite
% the fits'2nd starts in the recent past, this Polish pope has a better
g track record on JelWish issues and on human rights than sny of hid

g oredecessorse-except possibly £er the late Fm=w®i Pope Jonn XXIII.
_§- Precisely beczuse of his struggles against Nzziem and Communism, and

becsuse he }a—a&&m&ae.feels keenly the pgwer:_ful hord g

<  between Christianity and-Judaism, I expect that he will®mske historic,

p= 8 [ N ¢] ¥,
contributions to Catholic-Jewish solicdarity s—iwedwd ﬁ et e
g— : i ion: diploms tic ties betbeen the Holy See and Isrsel.
g = WY Lfore [ran LT
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respect. Lfter shaking hands ;
the Pope join&d our semi—circlgi,,,————-’;'PEge)

’%y/ =g
s Apeons - 517
On this exzectawt morning, Pope John Paul II, dressed in simple
white vestments, demonetrgted Lnraas$uaaa=gs&£#3aas hig fejection of thzat

anti-Jeyish nact.and hls esire to build = new future between the Cztholic

Church and the Jevlsh people, bzsed on_si ajues and
UG, el
[%h each of/With the o

elcome of "Shalom,"

There were no prepared speeches and {no sermons for our|conversion.

. T z 3
Insteaﬁmmﬁ Pche—i ‘Lég‘_‘ aul ITI sat and llstgned to what

was n bur h arts and mlnds , €ach of us b gpoke our

%f%%%?e respet for tho—?efﬂea—ez this impressive Ponftiff z2nd sxoressed
e his commitment to the principles of the Secnnd Vatican

g

Bouncil's historic declaration, Nostra Aetate, wfrich-urged "brotherly
diglogue" beteen téthollcq and Jewsciﬁg;e than any.of his predecessors
i Pope has met with Jew&sh leader :

his gloce -trot

occa51on54 eacn time rejec i-Semitism 2nd -2affirming respect and
friendenip for the Jewish people and Judaiem. «@wUrt
Frecisely because his record hzgs been so strong ard positive st
the "surprises" of the Waldheim zudienée, and she earlier Yasir Arafat
meeting ﬂﬁﬂzﬁé.so shocklng to world Jewry. We were deerly concerned, we
s2id to the Fope ,g?eﬁ %g-ﬂﬂﬂ@#&ﬁg Waldneim throuzh o -Pass.l audience 2nd-

ig B3ild - *>% unintended message WouTa—ge—,

vt to millions of Catholic youths in Germany, aﬁgrla zn#x Poland, and
elsewhere that the lagh Holocaus g%grbecome irrelevant, not even worth
a mention in the presente of this??a21 lietitenant.

The Pope clesrly ecoughi—+0 anticipated thizs Weddhresm discussion
in his opening remarks to us)when—“e—s=i&, "Today is September 1, 1987,
the 48th anniversary of the Nazi invdsion of Poland, I know what the
Nazis did to my Polish nation. I knov what suffering they inflictedm on
the Jewdsh people." And then later, to a small circle of us _ame—
gathered—around htm, he said, "The monstrous evil of the Shoah must be

overcome by the good." >
(Those gentiments followed the mmXemewm movi g words he wrote

in a letter to Archbyshop J,hn \May \of St. L uis, predident of the
Nztional Conference: 0

Jewry: "We Christians ' , ! iymense r sféct"tle Pope said, "the

terrifying experience th %ho h, _squered by the Jews

ost authentic,




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date September 15, 1987
8O AJC Officers, Area Directors
from Marc H. Tanenba-urn,'Directo; ‘'of International Relations

subject Meeting Pope John Paul and Jewish Leaders in Miami

You have undoubtedly read the press reports =-- including the New York
Times and JTA -- on the meeting of Pope John Paul || with some 200
Jewish leaders in Miami on Friday, September 11.

As you know, AJC was represented by our President Theodore Ellenoff,
and other officials -- Leo Nevas, Robert Jacobs, Edward Elson, Sholom
Comay, Herbert Cohen, Richard Maass and Elmer Winter.. AJC staff were
Jim Rudin, Judy Banki, Benita Gayle-Almeleh, William Gralnick Haina
Just, and myself.

Enclosed are copies of the texts presented by Rabbi Mordecai Waxman,
chairman of 1JCIC and honorary president of the Synagogue Council of
America, and Pope John Paul II. '

The enclosed Op-Ed piece from the New York Times and my WINS commentary
evaluating briefly the meeting may be of interest and usefulness to
you. - -

| would be very much interested in any'evalﬁat?on and clippings you
might have on how this Miami meeting played in your community.

Thanks for all your cooperation which helped us immensely in the
achievements for Jewry and for AJC.

MHT: RPR

Enclosures

87-550
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September 13, 1987

TRE MIAMI MEETING OF THE POPE AND JEWS
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
- RABBI MARC R. TANENBAUM* OF TRE AMERICAN JEWISR COMMITTEE
If you were to judge by some of the newSpaper reports, you would tRifk tRat
the meeting between Pope John Paul Il and Jewish leaders in Mlami last Friday

morning was a hostile encounter.

Nothing could be further from the truth. The atmosphere at this historic
meeting was in fact charged with a spirit of great mutual respect, even _
affection. If you want to know what was redlly discussed, you will need to
fead not newspaper heédl1hes but the compléete tekf of the statements déliQereﬂ
By the Pope and by Rabbl Waxman, who represented the. Jewish. cemmufity. .

" Before the Pope, . key members of the Vatican curla, the American Cathlic'
hierarchysand 200 Jéwish leadérs, Rabbi Wasman spéke elequently of the historlc
progress made in Catholic-Jewish relations durlhg the pdst 25 years. ‘He then
outl ined major Tssués of Jewish concern intluding tHe Waldheim. affair, tHE
absence of diplomatic relations between the Holy See and lsrael.

The Pope then spoke and . roughly two thirds of Ris alddress was pbsitlve and
encouraging. He made important :heologlcal deéclarations aBout respect for
Jews and Judaism. HRis condemnation of the Sﬁoah, ‘the Nazi attéﬁpt to extéerm-
inate the Jewish people, was powerful ‘aiid moving. He urged Cathbllcs_aﬂd

Jews to wolk together to assure tHRat such hofrors could néﬁér_agﬂiﬂ oeedr.

Only on the issues'df-Pius Xi1's rele In World War I1;  tRe ﬁél&helm dudlence,
and on Israel and the Palestinians was there Jewlsh disappblntiient.

But when we met with the Pope and V?tf;ah-authurifiés last weBk In ncme,
commitments were made to deal with thgéé‘issueg in the mentHs aRead. The
Miami meeting gives all of us_impétus and hepe fer a constructive fu@ufe

in Catholic-Jewish friendship.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum wﬁo is director of international relations fbr the Aﬁerican
- Jewish Committee, presents a weekly relligion commentary over WINS=Westinghouse
Broadcasting System.

rpr

87-550
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Wﬂem the Pope and Jews Meet

By Marc H. Tanenbaum

his Friday, when Pope
John Paul 11 meets
with Jewish lcaders in
Miami, he should be
welcomed with sincere
good will.

That good wlll should be based on

" his record on Jewish Issues and on
human rights, which despite disturb-
ing fits and starts is better than that
of his predecessors (cxcept possibly
Pope John XXI111) and on a Jewish
«elegation's experience al the Vau-
can and Castel Gondollo last week.

Nine of us, the International Jewish
Commitice on Interreligious Consul-
tations, emerged from a scries: of
meetings with the Pope and other
Vatican authorities with a sense that
they had been productive.

These unusual, respectful conver-
sations — unusual in their frankness,
intensiveness and informality —
‘were precipitated primarily by Jews’
distress over the papal audience
granted o Kurt Waldheim, the for-
mer Nazi officer who is now Presi-
dent of Austria. America's Roman
Catholic Bishops played a significant
role In helping bring the dialogue
about.

QOur dclegation spent the better
part of two days talking with key
Vatican authoritics and then with the
Pope mainly about the moral issues
raised by the Waldheim affair and
about the Vatican's reluctance to es-

Marc H. Tanenbaum, a rabb, is di-
reclor of international relations of the
American Jewish Commiltee.

tablish normal diplomatic relations
with Israel.

While the Pope never mentioned
Mr. Waldheim specilically, 1 came
away with the impression that the
Vatican was embarrassed by the
audicnce granied to Mr. Waldheim
and was determined to shut the door
onit. I'm equally convinced that the
Pope (ully appreciates from first-
hand experience the demonic nature
of Nazism and anti-Semitism and is
profoundly committed lo combating
those evils. _

He made that clear in his moving
opening remarks: “Today is Sept. 1,
1987, the 48th anniversary of the Nazi
invasion of Poland. | know what the
Nazis did.to my Polish nation. 1 know
what suflering they inflicted on the
Jewish pcople.” Later, he said, "'This
monstrous evil of the Shoah |Holo-
caust| must be overcome by the
good."

Each dclegme acknowledged
awareness of the Pomuifl's commit-
ment to the principles of the Second

‘Vatican Council’'s historic declara-

tion, Nostra Actate (“'In Our Time"'),
which urged "brotherly dialogue' be-
tween Cutholics and Jews. Common
concern was also expressed about the
need 1o oppose anti-Catholicism.

In direct response to our Waldheim
discussion the day before, Johannes
Cardinal Willebrands, president of
the Vatican Secretariat for Religious
Relations with Judaism and a trusted
friend of the Jewish pcople for the
past 25 years, announced that an offi-
cial document — possibly a papal en-
cyclical — that deeply probed 1,900
years of anti-Semitism in the Chris-
tian West would be prepared.

~ To that dramatic proposal, a major
achievement of the dialogue, the Pope
said: "'l support that study. | endorse
it wholeheartedly.” If that project
bears fruit, it could, like Nosira Ae-
tate, help transform the Catholic-
Jewish landscape for generations tg
come.

The delegauon expressed vexation
over Lthe Vatican's unwillingness to
eslablish full diplomatic ties with Is-
rael. The Pope replied that he under-
stood how central Israel and Jerusa-
lem are in the consciousness of the
Jewish people.

A breakthrough took place, we felt,
when Agostino Cardinal Casaroli, the
Vatican Secretary of State, agreed to
meel with us "'from time to time'' Lo
explore the obstacles that stand in the
way of full, normal relations.

In a rare public clarification of its

‘diplomatic policy toward Israel, the

Holy See made it clear that not theo-
togical but political problems im-
peded those relations.

This globe-trotting Pontilf has met
with Jewish leaders on 20 occasions,
each time rejecting anti-Semitism
and affirming respect and friendship
for the Jewish people and Judaism.

Precisely because of his struggles
against Nazism and Communism,
and because he keenly feels the
powerful bonds between Christianity
and Judaism, | expect that he will yet
make historic contributions to Catho-
lic-Jewish solidarity, and even to
forging full diplomatic ties between
the Holy See and Israel.

A constructive meeting in Miami
<an be an invaluable suppmg stone in
that direction. u




ROSTRUM

A revolution in mutual esteem

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum on Catholic-Jewish relations

When [ was growing up in a poor,
ethnic neighborhood in South Balti-
more, it was a cherished practice on
Sabbath afternoon for my family to sit
in our living room and share expen
ences. My parents were

Vatican Council Il and to hear Pope
Paul VI proclaim repudiation of the
Christ-killer charge. “Nostra Aetate,”
the 1965 Vatican declaration, also
condemned “anti-Semitism by any-

one, at any time and at

Russian Jewish immi-
grants, devoutly ortho-
dox, who had fled the op-
pression, pogroms and
poverty of czarist Russia
for the blessed freedom
and economic opportuni-
ties of the United States. I
was about 5 years old on
this particular Sabbath in

any place™ and called for
“mutual respect and fra-
ternal dialogue™ between
Catholics and Jews.

That declaration and

guidelines on Catholic-
Jewish " relations have
brought about what one
eminent priest in Rome

April as we chatted ani-
matedly about the coming Passover
holiday. Suddenly, my father’s face
grew dark and taut, and he proceeded
to recall a story from his youth:

Near his house in a tiny Jewish
village in the Ukraine was a Russian
Orthodox church. On Good Friday,

_the priest, celebrating the liturgy com-

memorating the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, was emotionally carried

‘away by the imagery of “the Jews

killing Christ.” Through his sermon,
he converted his congregation into an
angry mob that descended on my
grandfather’s house.

The priest banged on the door with
his staff and demanded that the family
come outside. My Uncle Aaron, a
young poet living in Odessa, was visit-
ing for Passover. There was an ex-
change of angry words between the
priest and my grandfather. Then the
priest pointed his staff at my uncle,
and the mob led him to the lake at the
edge of the village. All 300 Jewish
villagers were forced to come to the
rim of the lake. In their terrified pres-
ence, the priest lifted his staff and

" gshouted, “We offer this Godforsaken

Jew as ransom for the murder by the
Jews of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Saviour." The screaming mob forced
Uncle Aaron to walk into the lake
until the waters covered his head. I
was never to know my uncle.

That was my first “religibus” en-
counter with Christians. I was con-
vinced they believed all Jews were
“Christ killers,” and 1 believed all
Christians were Jew killers or, at least,
Jew haters. You can imagine what it
meant to me to be a guest observer at

has called “a revolution in
mutual esteem"’ across the globe.

During the past 20 years, Catholic
textbooks have been revised to elimi-
nate almost totally the demonic
“Christ killer” imagery; teachers and
seminarians are being trained in the
new theology that respects Jews and
Judaism as a living faith and people,
and liturgies are increasingly liberated
of anti-Jewish prayers. There is abun-
dant evidence that during the past two
decades greater progress has been

iein : Sand fing
and prejudices between Catholics and
Jews than in the past two millenniums.

Only a few weeks ago in Rome,
Pope John Paul II received a group of
Jewish leaders to whom he committed
himself to Catholic-Jewish friendship.
And last week, as he began his tour of
the United States, he met with peveral
hundred Catholic and Jewish leaders
and renewed his commitment to com-
bat anti-Semitism and all the hatreds
that led to the trauma of the Holo-
caust. Still unresolved is the matter of
establishing full diplomatic relations
with Israel, but | am persuaded that,
if any Pope will bring that about, it
will be this stmng—willed. courageous
Polish Pope.

Troublesome as the papal audience
with Austrian President Kurt Wald-
heim was, we dare not jeopardize
those historic achievements in Catho-
lic-Jewish relations. My Uncle Aaron
would have understood that better
than anyone.

I
Robbl Mare Tononboum o tho Amcrieon
Jowich Committoo's dirootor of

ROSTRUM Is an opportunity for a longer expression of opinion by readers. Write lo Rostrum,
2400 N Streel, NW, Washington, D.C. 20037-1196, and enclosa a recent phato.

the subsequent Vatican -

( U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, Sept. 21, 1887
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JEWISH VISIT WITH POPE ASSESSED
By Susan Birnbaum 7

NEW YORK, Sept. 8 (JTA) -- Jewish figures
who met last week outside Rome with Pope John
Paul 11 have come away from their unprecedented
dialogue with the leader of the Roman Catholic
Church with refurbished hopes for Catholic-Jewish
relations. These aspirations are seen now as
especially meaningful in light of the meeting
which will take place this Friday between the
Pontiff and Jewish representatives.

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, noted
that "Catholic-Jewish dialogue would no longer be
limited to the Vatican’s Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews, but would be elevated to
the level of the office of the Vatican Secretary
of State and the papal office itself.”’

He said that the nine-member delegation had
"received the strong impression that the Vatican
plans to create a kind of ‘'diaspora desk’ that
would initiate an ongoing relationship with the
Jewish community on non-religious, non-theologi-
cal matters,” a recognition that "Jews are people
not only of faith but also of social concerns and
political interests.”

Schindler said this would mean that the
Vartican would now heed not only its representa-
tives from 21 Arab countries but Jewish sources
as well, "thus reducing the likclihood of a repeti-
tion of the (Kurt) Waldheim affair.”

S W 's Promi

Two other Jewish figures who met with the
Pope aired their feelings about their meeting
Sunday night on WCBS Radio’s "Let's Find Out.”
Spcaking with host Art Athens were Rabbi Mark
Tanenbaum, international affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee, and Scymour Reich,
president of B'nai B'rith International.

Despite the Pope's refusal to discuss his
reception of Waldheim, the Jewish leaders said
they are more than satisfied with the Pope's
promise to prepare a major encyclical dealing with
the history of the Catholic Church and anti-
Semitism, and the Church's relation to the Holo-
caust. Such a document is absolutcly unprecedent-
ed, said Tanenbaum, who called it an "extraordi-
nary development.”

Rcich said that Church authorities tcspo_ndcd'

to the Jewish delegation’s dismay about the
Waldheim audience in two different ways, "state
and moral." The state reason given was that "the
Holy See is a sovereign state, and as such the
Pope is supposed to meet with the heads of other
states. We could understand that,” Reich admitted.

However, he continued, they had difliculty
with- the moral reason: Because Waldheim had not
been convicted of a crime, the Vatican was not
prepared to pass moral judgment on him until
such conviction.

Reich said they shared their concern about
that explanation with Johannes Cardinal Wille-
brands, president of the Holy See's Commission
for Religious Relations with the Jews, "suggesting
that the Pope was a man of moral authority, and

not to take the opportunity after the mecting
with Waldheim to express concern about his
(Waldheim's) lying about his Nazi past, and to
have becen clected Secretary General of the Unit-
ed Nations, we found that dismaying."

The Issue For The Delegation

Tanenbaum told the JTA that it was "naive”
for the Jewish community to consider their meet-
ing with the Pope a waste il he declined to
apologize for his having received Waldheim. "The
issue for us was to get across to the Pope and
the Vatican the seriousness of the reasons why
we were appalled by the audience with Waldheim,
that it was not a matter of irrationality or ven-
geance or simple anger, but that it had very
profound consequences, and that receiving Wald-
heim contradicted much of what this Pope has
been saying and doing to improve relations with
the Jewish people, and to set forth an under-
standing of the Nazi Holocaust."

Tanenbaum said that many Jews [ind it
"ambiguous and difficult" to understand the Vati-
can’s differentiation between its status as a
sovereign state and its religious function. There
should be no infallibility attached to Vatican
political decisions, he said. "They are as right; or
as wrong as any state department or foreign
ministry makes." He said, however, that traditional
Catholics feel the Pope "has some special status
on morals and that he has the absolute right to
proclaim faith and morals in an infallible way."

Tanenbaum said that many Catholics do view
what Jews construe as political criticism as being
disrespectful of the man they regard "as the Vicar
of Christ on earth, almaost as a crucifixion” Fvery
Cardinal and Bishop he had spoken to, he said,
told him they had received hundreds of letters
and phonc calls cxpressing much anger at the
Jews. The Catholic religious leaders said they told
their congregants "there are legitimate differences
with the Jews, and we leel they are our friends.”

‘A Remarkably Coherent Group'

Tanenbaum described the delegation that
went to Rome as "a remarkably coherent group
with a' wonderful sense of unity." He derided the
"noise. made by pcople who have no experience
with the Vatican who were making judgments and
statements." He underscored that the criteria for
choosing those who would mcet with the Pope
included a firm grounding in Vatican protocol and
substantial prior experience dealing with the
Church. ’ : b

On Isracl-Vatican relations, he said they
"opened some conversations with the Vatican
Secretary of State which we didn't have before.”

The two mectings, Tancnbaum said, "have to
be seen in thcir entircty. The audience with the
Pope alone without what preceded it would have
been far less significant substantively in terms. of
program, decisions. We laid the foundation for a
number of fundamental developments on all the
crucial issues, and the importance of the Pope in
his symbolic role in the Church.”

Tanenbaum said the Pope confirmed and
supported the decisions made by the Jewish and
Catholic delcgates at the prior meeting, and that
support "takes on a message that is acceptable to
the world’s 852 million Catholics, 52 million of
them in America. And that’s the importance of
Miami" Tanenbaum said there had been "some
messages in Rome that the Pope's statement in
Miami will contain more than a cercmonial mes-
sage.”
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JEWISH lEADERS' REACTION ¢+ - -

‘BRINGING UP the issue of the Palestinians was
unfortunate, not that we don’t understand his
viewpoint, and other world leaders have the same. -
But saying it today. it stood out. It was like hittinga .
bruise.’

Milford Loeb li, community representative
from Kansas City L

‘THE STRONG statemerits he made about the
Holocaust and its loss to the Jewish community
was his way of responding to complaints about _
Waldhelm. The important thing is that the churchis -
not going to turn its back on that history.' il
Judith Banki, New York, deputy director of
interreligous Atfairs for the American Jewish Committee

‘THE POPE said what he had to say about the
Palestinians. He feels very deeply that justice
needs to be meted out to both sides.’| think he
would probably find in the Jewish community many
people with similar opinions.’

Benita Gayle-Almeleh, New York, program specialist

in national inter-religious af{airs commission for
the American Jewish Commiitee

' { Papail Pool

‘1 THINK the pope went much farther than ever
before in underscoring the horror and torment of
the Holocaust. He was so explicit in the words he
used.’'

Edward Elson, communily representative
from Atlanta

GOLDBERGER  MIRON

‘HE WENT AS FAR as he could go In improving
Jewish-Catholic relations. His humility really
surprised me. | thought this man was the greatest,
really. Not humility in the sense of arrogance —
but for a man in his position, there was no pomp.’
Melvin Goldberger, community represantative
from Boca Raton

‘IN EACH SUCCESSIVE statement he has
acknowledged more and more the particularity of
the Holocaust. Today was another step, an
important step.’

= Paval Pooi Stephen Miron, community representative
“ group from Greenwich, Conn.

sy most many Jewish leaders announced a Rome with a Jewish delegation led
without us- boycott of the papal meeting in by Waxman, and the WVatican

» scold the Miami. announced several steps that sal-
| response, But last week, the pope met near vaged the Miami session.
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[t is our honor and pleasure to welcome you to the United States.
eWigipuy Qud Cone muncse

We do so in behalf of the Jewish‘prganizations who are represented

here today; organiéationS'tpat_have been in fruitful conversations

with the Rom&n Catholic Church through the years. They include
representatives of the American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish
Congress, the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai Brith, and the Synagogue
Council of America, which is here representing the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogue of America, Central Conference
of Améircan Rabbis and Rabbinical Assembly. Also present with us this
morninglare the leaders of other major organizations in Ameri can Jewish
life, as well as members of the Greater Miami Jewish community.

The men and women assembled here reflect the rich diversity of
American Jewish life; we constitute a variety of religioué and
communal affiliations: American born and immigrant; some are survivors
of the Shoah, the Nazi Holocaust, while others have never experienced
the dark shadow ofanti Semitism in their own lives. We come from all
sections of the United'States. and we come as full participants in
the pluralistic and democratic society that has encouraged us to be
proudly American and fully Jewish at the same time. VYour visit to
this country happily coincides with the 200th anniversary of the U.S.

Constitution, a document that guarantees religious liberty for all



American citizens which has enabled all faith communities to
flourish in an atmosphere of religious pluralism. This has made
posSiblé a free and flourishing religious life for all.

It has been twenty two years since the conclusion of the
Second Vatican Council, and the promulgation of NOSTRA AETATE.

The broad teachings that emerged in 1965 have been further
enriched and strengthened by a series of formal Catholic documents
and pronouncements, some of them your own. These statements have
transformed Catholic-Jewish relationships throughout the world,
and this positive change is especially evident here in the United States.

As the largest Jewish community in the world, we have
developed close and respectful ties with many Roman Catholics,
both lay dnd clergy, and we value these warm relationships and
treasure_these friendships. We particularly cherish our relation-
ship with the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and its
Secretariat for Catholic-Jeszh Relations. 1In almost every place
where Catholics and Jews live in the United States, we relate to
each other in some organized fashion. We constaﬁtly exchange views
and opinions, and aﬂfgg;;d;;giizgigzzgi)we often share our positions,
sometimes agreeing, sometimes disagreeing, but always striving for a
spirit of mutual respect and understanding.

Throughout the United States, American Jews and Catholics work
in concert with one another on a wide range of social justice issues
and fight for global human rights and against all forms of racism and
bigotry. Our commcn agenda has always embraced, and our future
agenda will continue to embrace the many crucial problems of the human

family as a whole.



One of the major achievements of our joint encounters is the
shared recognition that each community must be understood in its
.own terms, as it understands itself. It is particularly gratifying-

Flranfrt—

that our Catholic-Jewish meetings are conducted in 4 spirit of
P i

1

candor and mutual respect. .
Such meetings took place last week at the Vatican and at
Castel Gondolfo. These conversations, although quickly arranged,

LN

were highly significant. (You_}nd high Church leaders listened to
“the deeply felt concernsua}HEhe Jewish community that were raised
following last June's state Qisit to the vétican by Austrian
Preéident Kurt Waldheim, who has never expressed regrets for his
Nazi past.

Obviously, tEe differences expressed at last week's meetings
have not beennreso ved, MHowever, this opportunity for us to
express the pain and;;igzgug: the Jewish community in face to

) - ® Aol 7 1.
face meetings and for you and“leaders.ofﬂyulr church to listen
with respect and openness, represents an important.confirmation

T e ' .
of the progress our communities have made in recent decades. One of

A
develop closer communication and contact betweegﬁiﬁ;ﬁgngunities.
A basic belief of our Jewish faith is the “to mend the

world under the sovereignty of God"...L'takken olam b'malkhut

of the results of those meetings will be an instrumentalkt& to

Shaddai". To mend the world means tb do God's work in the world.
It is in this spirit that Catholics and Jews should continue to

- address the social, moral, ecOnomic, and political problems of the
world. Your presence here in the United States, affords us the
opportunity to reaffirm our commitment_to the sqcred imperative df

“tikkun olam", “the mending of the world."
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But before we can mend the world, we must f£irst mend ourselves.
A ﬁéeting such as this is part of the 1ealing process that is now
visibly underway between our two communities. It is clearcgfat.the
teachings proclaimed in NOSTRA AETATE are becoming major copncermrs &
of the Catholic Church and under your leadership are being imple-
mented in the teachings of the Church and in the life of Catholics
everywhere. | '

Catholics and Jews have begun the long overdue process of

O ks v

reconciliation. We still have seme—way—tD go because Catholic-
Jewish relations are often filled with ambivalences, amﬁiguities
and a painful history which must be confronted. Yet in a world of .
increasing interreligious, interracial, and interethnic strife, the
progress in Catholic-Jewish relations is'oné.cf this-century's most
positin developments. |

.Hﬁﬂrema;n concerned with the persistence of anti Semitism --
the hatred of Jews and Judaism, which is on the rise in some parts
of the world. We aré&encouraged by yodr vigdrous leadership in
denouncing all forms of anti Semitism, and by thé Church's recent
teachings. The Church's repudiation of anti Semitism is of critical
importance in the struggle to eradicate this virulent piague from
the entire human family. Anti Semitism may affect the body'of the
Jew, but history has tragically shown that it assaults the soul of
the Christian world and all others who succumb to this ancient, but
persistent pathology.

We hope that your étrong condemnations of anti Semitism will
continue to be implemented in the schools, the-parishes. teaching

materials and the liturgy, and reflected in the attitudes and

behavior of Catholics throughout the world. Greater attention needs



to be paid to the Christian roots of anti Semitism. The "teaching
of contempt™ for.the Jews and Judaism must be ended once and for all.
The "teaching of contempt" reaped a demonic harvest during the
Shoah in which one third of the Jewish people were murdered as a
central compenent of a nation's poiicy. The Nazi Holocaust-Shoah
brought fégether_two very different forms of evil: on the one hand
it represented the triumph of an ideology of nationalism and racism,
the suppression of human consciencé and the deification of the state
. --concepts that are profoundly anti Christian as well as anti Jewish.
On the other hand the Shoah. was the culmination of centuries of anti
Semitism in European'ﬁulture for which Christian teachings bear |
a heavy responsibility.
While your sensitive concerns and ydur noteworthy pronounce-

@ WeV i '
ments about the Shoah have been heartentng‘(we have observed recent
tendencies to obscure the fact that Jews were the major target of
Nazi genocidal policies. It is possible to visit Nazi death camps
today and not be 1nformgd that the majority of its victims were
Jews. Your letter about Shoah sent last month to Archbishop John.
May, the Pre51dent of the Nationai Conference of Catholic Bishops,
represented a deép level of understanding oftthaf terrible period.

We éégk fbgiggéito the forthcoming Vatican document on the
Shoah, the historical background of anti Semitism, and its

ccntemporary manifestations. | amkuqbﬂugf ijbl*”A'€7

Many Catholic Schools in the U.S. are already teaching about
the Holocaust and efforts are underway to'develop ; sgégigp;
curriculum about the Shoah for Catholic students. This material is
being jointly developed by Catholic and Jewish educators.

Even though many of the great centers of Jewish learning were

destroyed during the Shoah, there has been a remarkable renewal of



Jewish religious life throughout the world. This renaissance of
the spirit is taking place not only in the United States, in the
State of Israel, and in other lands of freedom, but in the
Soviet Union as well. Many Soviet Jews are discovering that the
covenant{bétween God and the people of Israel is .indeed "irrevocable"
as you decfaréd last yéér at the Grand Synagoque in Rome. The

_ lh cr=fae_
struggle of Soviet Jews to achieve freedom isAa major concern of the
Jewish community, and we appreciate the support American Catholics
have given to this cause.

The return to Zion and the re-establishment of Jewish sovereignty
in the land of Israel, play a paramount role in Jewish self-understanding
today. Because pf the importance that the state Israel occupies
in the mind, spirit, and heart of Jews, whenever Christians and Jews
meet in a serious conversation, Israel is at the center of that
encounter. The reemergence of an independent Jewish State onto the :
world stage in 1948 has compelled Christians and Jews to examine
themselves and each other in a new light.

We must express our concern at the absence of full diplomatic
relations between the Holy See and the State of Israel. We welcome
the recent statements from Vatican leaders declaring that no
theological reasons exist in Catholic doctrine to inhibit such

Cove A

relations. We strongly urge once again that fu?} and formal diplomatic
A

relations be established soon between the Vatican and the State of
Israel. Such'a step would be a positive and constructive contribution
by the Vatican to the peace processﬂ and it would send a strong

signal to the international community that the Holy See recognizes

fSFael as a permanent and legitimate member of the family of nations.



One of the most welcome results of the recent Catholic-Jewish
encounter has been the recognition by Catholics that Judaism has
continued and deepened its unique spiritual development after the
separation of the Christiaﬁ Church from the Jewish people some
1,900 years ago. |

A meeting such_as today's is a vivid remindér that we live
in an historic moment. Clearly, as two great communities of
faith, repositories of mbral and spiritual values, Catholics and
Jews need to move together in this new moment. The last quarter
century has irreversibly changed the way we perceive and act
towafds éach other.

In an age of great challenges and great possibilities
there is a compelling need for a "vision for the times", "Chazon

PRV SN G
L'moed" (Habakkuk, 2:3). Qur vision for Catholics and Jews is a
prayer of the Synagogue.

At the end of the Torah reading, the Scroll is held high so
the entire congregation may see the words of God, and together
the congregation prays, "Hazak, Hazak, v'nithazek'", "Be strong,

be very strong, and let us strengfhen one another."

ple'n e b
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until speech delivered

USA - Miami - 11.IX.1987

- Meeting with Jewish Leadership

OUTLINE

A _special relationship exists between the Church and the Jewish
Egggég. As the Holy Father evokes s Covenant with the Patriarchs,
e recalle the spiritual fraternity between Christians and Jews and

the need for great mutual respect. He evokes the sufferings of the
past and proclaims with the Psalmist the peace of the Lord.

1.

3.

6.

The starting point for dialogue and common witness in the world
8 the Covenant that G established with the Patriarchs:

= The Holy Father 18 pleased to be with his JewIsE brothers
and sisters, especially at this time; :

= The Vatican Judaica Collection shows the great spiritual
resources of the Jewish tradition; :

<= The spiritual fraternity between Jews and Christians recuires
great mutual respect.

The basic religious princioles of the Torah and the Gospels

were reflected in the situation that Catholic and Jewish imdigrants

found in America: ;
Yet prejudice and discrimination were also knownj

= A vigorous form of interreligious dialogue has been estadlished.

The common heritage, task and hope of Christians and Jews does

not eliminate their distinctive identities:
Because of her specific Christian witness, "The Church must
preach Jesus Christ to the world®™ (1974 “Guidelines®, I);

~ We appreciate the specific Jewish religious witness;

- Fraternal dialogue will try to open up the way of “reconciliation”
(c€. 2 Cor 5:18).

The Shoah must be reflected upon in the Iight of princioles

of faith in God: _
Millions were killed only because they were Jews;

= The Church experiences ever more deeply her common .bond with
the Jewish people;

= Popes pnd Bishops have denounced antisemitism and Nazism.

Joint studies in history bv Catholics and Jews are recommended:
= Future generations must De instructed sc that the molocaist
will never again be possiblej
= fThe Jewish people are themselves "a loud warning for all humanity®.

Under the direction of the Bishops, dioceses should imolement

Catholic teaching on Jews and Judaism.

/.



e .

5/2

Partners in dialcoue define themselves "in the light of their
own religious exderience” (_-974 “"Guidelines , Introguction):
- Jews have a right to a homeland;

= - This must alsc be _said of the Palestinian people;

= The Pope prays for a just, complete and lasting peace.

The Hol¥ Father thanks God for imoroved relations between Jews
and Christians:

- Progress is manifested through dialogue and new and deeper
understanding; .

- Catholics and Jews are called to render common service to
humanity in need;

= The Holy Father wishes the peace of the Lord to all the Jewish
people of America: Shalom! Shalom!
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Dear Priends - Representatives of so many Jewish organizations assembled
here from across the United States,

My dear Jewish Brothers and Sisters,

I am grateful to you for your kind words of greeting. I am
indeed pleased to be with you, especially at this time when the United
States tour of the Vatican Judaica Collection begins. The wonderful
material, including illuminated Bibles and Prayerbooks, demonstrates
but a szall part of the immense spiritual resources of Jewisﬁ tradition
across the centuries and up to the present time - spiritual resources

often used in fruitful cooperation with Christiaﬁ artists.

It is fitting, at the beginning of our meeting to emphasize

cur fz2ith in the One God, who chose Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and

made with them a Covenant of eternal love, “hich was never revokgEj)

(cf. Gen 27:13; Rom 11:29). It was rather confirmed by the gift

-of the Torah to Moses, opened By the Prophets to the hope of eternal
redenption and to the universal commitment for justice and peace.

The Jewish people, the Church and all believers in the Merciful Ged -

who is invoked in the Jewish prayers as 'Av _EHa-Rakhamim - can find

in this fundamental Covenant with the Patriarchs a very substantial

startinc point for our Jialogue and our common witness in the world.

It is also fitting to recall God's promise to Abraham and the

<: iritual fraternitylwhich it established: "in your descendants
all the nations shall find blessing - all this because you obeyed

my comzand®™ (Gen 22:18). This spiritual fraternity, linked to obedience

to God, requires a great mutual respect in humility and confidence.

ol s
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An objective consideration of our relations during the centuries

must take into account this great need.

It is indeed worthy of note that the United sﬁates was founded
by people who came to these shores, often as religious refugees.
They aspired to being treated justly and to being accorded hospitality
according to the word of God, as we read in Leviticus: “You shall
treat the alien who resides with you no differently than the natives
born among yoﬁ; have the same love for him as for yourself; for you
too vere once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, the Lord, am your God"
(Lev 19:34) . Among these millions of immigrants there w&s a large

number of Catholics and Jews. The same basic religious principles of

£r§edom and justice, of equality and moral solidarity, affirmed in

the Torah as well as in the Gospel, were in fact reflected in the high

human ideals and in the protection of universal rights found in the

United States. These in turn exercised a strong positive influence

on the history of Europé and other parts of the world.. But the pathé

of the immigrants in their new land were not always easy. Sadly
enough, prejudice and discrimination were also known in the New World
as well as in the 0l1d4. Nevertheless, together, Jews and Catholics

have éont:ibuted to the success of the American experiment in religious

freedom, and, in this unique context, have given to the world a vigorous

form of interreligious dialogue between our two ancient traditionms.

Por those engaged in this dialogue, so important to the Church and to
the Jewish people, I pray: May God bless you and make you strong

for his serviqel

At the same time, our common heritage, task and hope do not

eliminate our distinctive identities. ‘Because of her specific Christian

witness, "The Church mast preach Jesus Christ to the world" (1974

"Guidelines“, I). In so doing we proclaim that "Ch:ist is our peace"

(Bph 2:14). As the Apostle Paul said: °All this is from God, who

!
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through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry

of reconciliation® (2 Cor 5:18). At the same time, we recognize and

appreciate the spiritual treasures of the Jewi eople and their
: - el ’3

:eiigious witness to God. A fraternal theclogical dialogue will

try to understand, in the light of the mystery of redemption, how
differences in faith should not cause enmity but open up the way

_— ©of "reconciliation®, so that in the end "God may be all in all®
(1 Cor 15:28). '

In this regard I am pleased that the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops and the Synagogue Cancil of America are initiating
a consultation between Jewish leaders and Bishops which shbuld carry
forward a dialogue on issues of the greatest interest to the two faith

communities.

4. Considering history in the liqht.of the principles of.faith
in God, we must also reflect on the catastrophic event of the Shoah,
that ruthless and inhuman attempt to exterminate the Jewish people
in Europe, an attempt that resulted in millions of victims - including

/women and children, the elderly and the sick - exterminated only
because they were Jews. '

Considering this mystery of the suffering of Israel's children,
their witness of hope, of faith and of humanity under dehumanizing

_— outrages, the Church experiences ever more deeply her common bond

with the Jewish people and with their treasure of spiritual riches

in the past and in the present.

It is also fitting to recall the strong, unequivocal efforts

of the Popes against antisemitism and Nazism at the height of

the persecution against the Jews. Back in 1938, Pius XI declared

that ‘antisemiﬁiam cannot be admitted" (6 September 1938), and he

—— declared the total opposition between’Chris:ianity andlﬁazism by
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stating that the Nazi cross is an "enemy of the Cross of Christ®

(Christmas Allocution, 1938). And I am convinced that history will

N reveal ever more clearly and convincingly how deeply Pius XII felt

‘\ the tragedy of the Jewish people, and how hard and effectively he
\ = —_-___-""—'—"——-__

worked to assis ng the Second World war.

Speaking in the name of humanity and Christian prlnciples,

the Bishops' Conference of the United States denounced the atrocities
("—“"-—--._.._______________ .

with a clear statement: "Since the murdercus assault on Poland,
utterly devoid of every semblance of humanity, the:é has been a
premeditated and systematic extermination of the pecple of this
nation. The same satanic technigque is being applied to many other

peoples. We feel & deep sense of revulsion against the cruel
indignities heaped upon the Jews in conquered co ries and upon
defenseless peoples not of our faith'<£ffff?3er 14, 1542).

-~ We also remember many others, who, at risk of their own lives,

helped persecuted Jews, and are honored by the Jews with the

title of "Tzaddigé 'ummdt ha-'olim" (Righteous of the Nations).

5. The terrible tragedy of your people has led many Jewish thinke;s

to reflect on the human condition with acute insights. Their vision
of man and the roots of this vision in the teachings of the Bible,
which we share in our common heritage of the Hebrew Scriptures,

offer Jewish and Catholic scholars much useful material for reflection

and dialogue. ()w @1*’{"”\ / EW“"‘""W( b g

In order to understand even more deeply the meaning of the Shoah

and the historical roots of antisemitism that are related to it,

joint collaboration and studies by Catholics and Jews on the Shoah

ghould be continued. Such studies have already taken place through

many conferences in your country, such as the National Workshops on

Christian-Jewish Relations. The religious and historical implications

oille
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of the Shoah for Christians and Jews will now be taken up formally
by the International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee, meeting later
this year in the United States for the first time. And as was

affirmed in the 1mportant and very cordial meeting I had with Jewish

—— e

leaders in Castelgandolfo on September 1, a Catholic document on
the Shoah and antisemitism will be forthcoming, resulting from such

serious stiidies.

Similarly, it is to be hoped that common educational programs
on our historical and religious relations, which are well developed
in your country, will truly promote mutual respect and feach future

generations about the Ho;ocaugg so that never again will such a horror

be possible. Never againl

When zeeting the lhadars of the Polish Jewish Eommunitj. in Warsaw,
in June of this year, I underscored the fact that through the terribie
experience of the Shoah, your people have become "a loud warning
voice for a2ll of humamity, for all nations, for all the powers of
this world, for evﬁ:y system and every. individual ... a saving warning®

(Address of June 14, 1987).

It is also desirable that in every diocese Catholics should d;ff!

irolement, under the direction of the Bishops, the statement of the

Second Vatican Council and the subsequent instructions issued by

the Holy See regarding the correct way to preach and teach about Jews
and Judais=. I know that a great many efforts in this direction

Save alrealy been made by Catholics, and I wish to express my sratitude

to all those who have worked so diligently fo:r this aim.

Necessary for any sincere dialogue is tke intention of each

partner to allow others to define themselves "in the licht of their

own religious experience"” (1974 "Guidelines", Introduction). In




-

'5/8-
fidelity to this affirmation, Catholics recosnize among the elements

of the Jewish experience that Jews have a religious attachment to

A .
the Land, which £inds its roots in biblical tradition.

After the tragic extermination of the Shoah, the Jewish people

began a new period in their history. They have a right to a homeland, -
as does any civil nation, according to international law. “For

the Jewish people who live in the State of Israel and who preserve

in that land such precious testizonies to their history and their
faith, wve must ask for the dg;i:ed security and the due tranquillity
that is the prerogative of aveé;‘;:zigﬁ“iﬁi’aandit1on of life and

of progress for every aoc£;E§i‘(Rade@ptionis Anno, April 20, 1984).

What has been said about the right to a homeland alsc applies

to the Palestinian people, s0 many of whon remain homeless and refugees.

while all concerned must honestly reflect on the past = Muslims no
e
\ less than Jews and Christians - it is time to forge those solutions
e ~

\// which will lead to a just, complete and lasting peace in that area.

|

B. Pinally, as I thank you once again for the warmth of your greeting

For this peace I earnestly pray.

to me, 1 give praise and thanks to the Lord for this fraternal meeting,

for the gift of dialogue between our peoples, and for the new and
deeper understanding between us. AS our long relationship moves
toward its third millennium, it is our great privilege in this generatior

.to be witnesses to this progress.

it is my sincere hope that, as partners in dialogue, as fellow
believers in the God who revealed himself, as children of Abraham,

we will strive to render a common service to humanity, which is so

puch needed in this our day. We are called to collaborate in service
2nd to unite in a common cause wherever a brother or sister is

unattended, forgotten, neglected or suffering in any way; wherever

¥ i
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hunan rights are endangered or human dignity offended; wherever the

rights of God are violated o:'ignored.
With the Psalmist, I nowv repeat:

"I will hear what God proclaims;
the Lord - for he proclaims peace

To his people, and_tp.his faithful ones,
ﬁndito-tbose who put in him their hope® (Ps 85:9).

To all of you, dear friends, dear brothers and sisters; to
all of you dear Jewish people of America: with great hope I wish
you the peace of the Lord: Shalom! Shalom! God bless you on this
Sabbath and in this year: Shabbath Shalom! Shanah Tovah we-Hatimah

Tovahl
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PRESS COMMUNIQUE

__#,,ﬂaf~(::;f;\?ondgy August 31st, lﬁ?presentatives of
1

the Holy Seex _Commission for Rel1g1ous ations with the
Jews the-International Jewish Committee on Interreligious
onsu1tat1on?'met in Rome. The meeting was joined by a represen-

tative of the Council fnzﬁgubiic Affairs of the Church. The
meeting was described byhbco—sponsors as part of an ongoing
process 1in response to difficulties which have risen in the
relationship in recent months. The agenda for the meeting
H‘la(4n~4
included the ghoah contemporary antisemitism, Catholic teaching
on Jews and Judaism, and relations between the Holy See and
the State of Israel. i
recent

of perceptionand_—a_concern on both sides regardingrmemifestations
of_religious—and—cultural prejudicess———

In the discussion of the Shoah, the Catholic delegation

recalled the importance of Poﬁé John Paul Il's moving statement
i U2 ondew Delkoad

on June 14th, 1987, his letter to Archbishop John May,
President of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops
(U.S.A.)  of August 8th, 1987, and the decision to discuss
the Shoah "in 1its religious and historical perspectives”
at the next meeting of the International Catholic-Jewish

Liaison Committee in Washington D.C. in December 1987.

Cardinal John Willebrands, President of the Commission
a AnRnovwalte

for Religious Relations with Jews, disclesed” the intention

OX\N
of the Commission repare an official Czthetic document S;TJILC—
R AN
h

on the shoah istorical background and‘*§0ntemporary

M\F

e lieats )
Church—

The Jewish delegation = welcomed( warmly/) this initiative

and expressed the conviction that such a document will contribute
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?:si'lgn‘ificanﬂy; to colmbatting attempts to revise and to deny

¥
‘_ ' \t the reality of shoah 'and to trjxialize its religious significance
' _ ; 1 for Christians, Jews. and humani C‘ﬂlt was also noted that
: ‘na!zi 1‘Ide!<'ﬂiog§' was not orﬂy antisemitic but also profoundly

|
41 demomc and antichristian,
i

: In the contgxt of the dlEEEE51Sul_gu1_1h3_4mgpal__unnu_cat1ons
. of the jhoah——the—dﬂ-egem;s_explamed—theM%Fent—percep-
ftlnn__n-f—the-—ﬂapa%‘—-a-udwnLLmth President Kurt_Haldhexm The

Je\rnsh delegatwn ex]|pressed its m%d CERCET

|.moral prob'lems raised flnr the Jewish people: by theﬂaudienceﬁ 3
A 1 p | i
]ThT Catl}1 1'Itc ]delegat1o|n acknow'ledged the sen?uness of' a‘nd |
L i I|| | i !
the Church's ;sens'at.w'aty g those Jewish concerns, and set

il

PR an

!forjth \th*[a ﬁora] a]w::snﬂ/ reasons behind the judgement
"l il L

. of the HoTy See " %
e ] " S |
|

‘ |
|.;l The .dg'elggati_nns !received reports on the current state

of antisemitism in wvarious countries and expressed concern
over recent manifestations of” antisemitism and also of anti-~
Cathohmsm The, group called for an intensification of existing

efforts to counter rehglous and cultural pre_]ud1ce{ ety Hor odmiren

%mﬁ*m%:;:fﬁm N N
' Jewish retsed—the—questien of diplomatic

relations !B : the State of Israel. Repre-
sentatives of the Holy See declared that there exist no
theological reasons in Cafhohc doctrine that would inhibit

Sowme Senowa Gard
such relations, but noted that there do exist unresolved

palitical-and-diplomatie-problems in the area.

In view of recent controversies and to.avoid future misunder-

standings, Cardinal Willebrands “prepused the developnent

émfl) mec‘%m‘sm for more closely following trends

and concerns in both communities and t{o 1improve contact
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| “and collaboration where the need arises, i—Xdi=g Cnho s o

: @n the i$$ue of .the presentation of Judaism in Catholic
teééhing and:ﬁreaching. the Jewish group expressed gratification
for progresslmade over the years.

The Catholic side acknowledged that much further work
still needs to be done to implement the Second Vatican Council
and subsequent official statements within the 1life of the
Church. The Jewish delegation declared its strong opposition
to any and all anti-Catholic manifestations and pledged itself
to join witr'lnit':atnoncsin opposing them. As an illustration

. 1 i . .
of this latter|concern, . the group discussed recent widely

'publicized news stories that forcely alleging that the Pope
during his recent visit to the Maidanek death camp in Poland

in June listed some 14 different nationalities of these -

victims without mentioning the Jews.

Such reports it was learned at the meeting, were false.
In fact the Pope at Maidanek preserved a prayerful and respectful
silence for all the victims.

During~the same trip to.Poland tpe Pope made a remarkable

and deeply “personal statement to/ the Jewish community of

Warsaw which h& reaffirmed in s letter to Archbishop May,

saying in part: y reason of/ this terrible experience that

the Nation of Israe ufferings and her holocaust are

today before the eys Wf /the Church, of all peoples and of

all nations, as a warnyhg\ 2 witness and & silent cry (...)

Reflection upon the S us to what terrible consequences

the lack of faith An God and a\contempt for man created in

his image can legd. It also impels to promote the necessary

historical and freligious studiec on tNs evenit which concerns

the whole of nanity today".

* Ib’:__\_ . K——Mm\&-‘—‘l—d_
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JEWS SHOULD WELCOME POPE JOEN PAUL II IN MIAMI
BY Marc H., Tanenbaum
A little over a week ago I joined eight other Jewish colleagues
for an unusual series of meetin;:/22?2 Pope John Paul II and
Vatican authorities, The June 25th Papal audience granted to
Kurt Waldheim, which outraged the Jewish community and many
Christians, triggered off those urgent discussions in Vatican City.
We spent the bétter part of two days in intensive discussions
with the Pope and Vatican officials of how could the Supreme Pontiff
receive the former Nazi lieutenant without making a single reference
to his Wazi past. We also discussed the obstacles that lie in the
vath toward full diplomatic relations betweenthe HOly See and Israel,
Several things are clear about f&kEk farkhekxhtimz morally
Waldheim the '
incomprehensivle /episode, Pirst, whatever the moral reasons given,
the Vatican is clearly emkarrassed by that audience and is
determined to shut theldoor closed on it. Second, Pope John Paul II
unders tands f rom firgt—hand experience the demonic nature of
Nazism and anti-Semitism, I dame éway from our frank, man-to-men

talks persuaged that he = will not be deterred from his commttment

to advocating improved relations between Cathkolics and Jews,




away with t he impression that the Vstican is embarrassed by that audience

and is determined to shut the door on it. It cannot admit that the Pope
and the Foly See made a mistake.

I am equally convinced that Pope John Paul II xsmaimx knows from
fipst-hand experiences in his native Poland the demonic nature of Nazism
and anti-Semitism. From our frank, man-to-man &X¥skx talks, I sm persuaded
that he remains undeterred in his commitment to advancing péstive
relationships between Catholics and Jews everywhere, but especially
in the United States.

The importance of this Popg's,cdﬂmltmsnt to combatting anti-Semitism
and to deep spiritual friendship with Jews was graphically underscored
for me when I visited several déys earlier the Jewish ghgtto in Rome,

This ghetto was established by Pope Panl IV in 1555 Contlnced of the
traditiinal Catholic teaching that the Jews were demonic "Chvlst-ﬁilleps,
he ordered Jews debased behind ghetto Walls. Fe also decreeed that all Jdews
wear a yellow hat - precursor to Hitler's yellow star - as a symbol of

their pariah status.
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That declzration, snd the Vatican Guidelines on Cztholic-
Jewich relations issued in 1974, have literally brought about
what one eminent priest here in Rome has called "a revolution
in mutual esteem between Catholics and Jews throughout the world."
During the past 20 years Catholic textbookes have been revisedx to
eliminate alhost totally the demonic "Christ-killer"imagery; teackers:
and seminarians are being traimgd in the new theology that respects
Jews and Judaism as a living faith and people; laturgies zre
increasingly liberated of anti-Jesish prayers; and Catholic and
Jesich media expose their sudiences to experiences of Catholices and
Jews as friends and good neighbors, not as the traditional, negative
or hostile stereotypes.

It is absolutely accurate to assert that greater progress
has been made in overcoming misunderstanding and prejudices betweem
Catholics and Jewe durijg the past tso decades than in the past
tso millenia of the Christian-Jewish encounter. :

And nos here in Vatican City, Pope John Pgul II interrupts
his summer vacation 2t €xxz Castel Gondolfo to receive a group
of sim Jewish lezders to whom he commits himself again to the
historic movement of Catholic-Jewish friendship.

On Beptember 11, in Miami, as he begins his tour of the:
United States, he will meet with several hundred Cathhlic zand
Jewish leaders, and renes his persomal commitment to combat anti-
Semitism, and all the hatreds that led to the trauma of the
Nazi holocaust. He also will probz2bly reaffirm, as he did in
April 1984, hés understanding of the centrality of Israel and
Jerusalem in Jewish religious consciousness.

That is still far from establiéhing full diplomatic reltions
with Israel, but I am persuaded that if any Pope will bring that
about, it will be this Polish pope.

- Thus, troublesome as is the Waldheim-Papal audience, we dare:
not jeopardize these higoric achievements in Catholic-Jewish rela tions
My uhcle Aaron, of blessed memory, would have understood that

better than anyone.
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SECOND ANGLICAN-JEWISH CONSULTATION 27-29 April 1987
Shallowford House, Stafford . :

CHRISTIAN PARTICIPANTS:

Rt Rev Dr John Habgood, Archbishop of York
Rt Rev David Youngi Bishop of Ripon
Chairman, Archbishops’ Consultants on Interfaith Relations
Rev Marcus Braybrooke, Executive Director, Council of Christians and Jews

‘RevTim Gorringe, Chaplain, St John's College, Oxford

Rev Canon Raymond Hammer
Rev Dr Anthony Harvey, Canon of Westminster
Rev] Leslie Houlden :
Rev Christopher Lamb, Community Relations Adviser, Coventry
Rev John Parry, United Reformed Church J
Mr Brian Pearce, Interfaith Nerwork
Rev Alan Race, Southwark Ordination Course
RevJohn K Riches, Department of Biblical Studies, University of Glasgow
Rev Dr William L Weiler
Washington Affairs Officer, Episcopal Church, USA

JEWISH PARTICIPANTS:

The Chief Rabbi, Sir Immanuel Jakobovitz

Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon, Centre for the Study of Judaism and Jewish/Christian
Relations, Selly Oak Collegas, Birmingham

Rabbi Professor Leon Feldman, Rutgers University, New York

Rabbi Dr Albert Friedlander, Westminster Synagogue, London

Rabbi Philip N Ginsbury, South London S)maggfue

Mr Alan Greenbat, JP, Association for Jewish Youth
Chief Rabbi's Consultant on the Inner Cities

Rabbi B L Jackson, Hampstead Garden Suburb S{nagngue. London

Rabbi Dr Jonathan Magonet, Principal, Leo Baec Coileﬁe

Professor Aviezer Ravi epartment of Philosophy, Hebrew University; Jerusalem

Dr Gerhard M Riegner, World Jewish Congress, Geneva -

Rabbi Jeremy Rosen, Western Synagogue, London

Rabbi Dr Alan Unterman, Yeshurun &ogue. Gullﬂ

Rabbi Mordecai M Waxman, New Yorr airman of LICIC (the Intemational
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consuitations)

Rev Malcolm Weisman, Barrister-at-law, Chaplain to HM Porces

TRabbi Walter S Wurzburger, Yeshiva University, New York
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* * THE INTERFAITH DIALOGUE TRUST *** * ** *
Chairman: The Right Revd Bishop of Ripon :
Correspondent: Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon fo
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The Second Anglican-Jewish Consultation took place at Shallowford House, Stafford,
from 27-29 Apnl 1987 under the chairmanship of the Archbishop of York, Dr John
Habgood, and the Chief Rabbi, Sir Inmanuel Jakobovitz. Twenty-six Christian and
Jewish lcaders and theologians from the UK, USA, Switzerland and Israel
participated in the Consultation. They considered the responsibilities of their
communities with regard to major social concems, including the moral issues

raised by AIDS. Thg gave particular attention to the matters raised in-the

report "Faith in the City” and alfirmed the following statement:

Concerned about the injustices of multiple deprivation in
urban priority areas, we believe that responses are.
required from our religious communities. There is a
vigorous debate within both communities on the practical
responses which should be made. The Consultation enabled
us to discover the substantial similarity in the nature of
the debates in both communities. On the strength of our
discussions we believe there is a sufficlent measure of
agreement among us to encourage us to engage in
co-operative efforts. We therefore urge the Christian and
Jewish communities, both locally and nationally, to
develop means of continued consultation and practical
co-operation,

The final session of the Consultation was addressed by Dr Gerhard Riegner,
Co-Chairman of the World Jewish Congress, who described how, largely through his
own cfforts in Geneva in 1942, the first accounts of the Holocaust reached a
disbelieving world. He went on to describe the world-wide growth of
Christian-Jewish understanding and co-operation in which he has taken a leading
part for the past half century.
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Second Anglican-Jewish Consuitation

FROM A JEWISH POINT OF VIEW

E’nbbi Bdward L Jackson, BA

* Hampstead Garden Suburb Synagogue

and
Rabbi Philip N Ginsbury. MA
South London Synagogue

Itwas certainly a new experience

for both of us to take part in the
Second Anglican-Jewish Consultation.
‘With such grave topics as the inner
clties crisis and S under
discussion, we felt it was Important
that the Orthodox Jewish view should
be fully represented.

In'the relaxed atmosphere that
prevailed, we felt able to talk

quite openly to all the participants
without being over-concerned about
external reactions.

The discussions which took place
during the formal sessions were on a
h[pﬂ academic level and raised

points of great interest, though at
times they tended to be somewhat
remote from reality. This tendency
was counterbalanced by a short
presentation by Mr Alan Greenbat JP,
the Chief Rabbi's Consultant on the
Inner Cities, and by the documentary
material surplied by Dr Edie
Fricdman, founder-director of the
Jewish Council for Community
Relations.

We felt that the informal discussion
and dialogue that took place at
mealtimes and outside the formal
sessions were extremely valuable in
opening our minds to viewpoints
differeat from our own.

On both sides, there seemed to be a
strong desire, especially among the
younger participants, to deal with
practical realities.

If it was intended that the
Consultation should foster
understanding, friendship and
co-operation at the high level

. .amongst leaders of the Church and

Synagogue, then that purpase was
most certafnly achieved.

We will not easily forget the moving
final session duning which Dr
Gerhard M Riegner told us of his
uReriem:es in 1942, when the task
fell to him in the Geneva office of
the World Jewish Congress to inform
the disbelicving world of the
‘Western allies of the evidence
reaching his desk of the
implementation of the Nazi 'final
solution’. This moving account
transcended our differing religious
beliefs and made us aware of man's
inhumanity to man, and of the
constant need for vigilance to
&’revem prejudice and intolerance.
e were greatly struck by the fact
that Jewish-Christian relations
became Dr Ricgner's specialist
field, not in spite of this
experience, but because of it. It
became his vocation, as he put it,
10 "end the isolation of the Jewish

people®.

FROM A CHRISTIAN POINT OF VIEW

b

T;ic Revd Canon Dr Raymond Hammer
Secreta i

Archbishops' Interfaith Consultants.

When we met at Shallowford House for
three days in April we were

conscious of the long time that had
elapsed since the first
Anglican-Jewish Consultation at
Andover in 1980, We realized that
there had been good reasons for the
delay, but were concerned to ask
what it was that we were hoping to
achieve. Were we primarily
concerned to initiate joint action?

If that were the case, we were P
conscious that, as a group, both
Jewish and Anglican, our function
was consultative rather than
executive. Whilst the major theme
for discussion pointed in the
direction of practical action, the
expertise of the group was
theological and the theology
undergirding our moral decisions and
social action was the chiel area of
exploration.

By homing in on the Church of

¥
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England’s 'Faith in tlie City’

Repont, it was felt thiit the

discussion could be fyced from mere
verbia&ea. 1t s0 happened that the
Chief Rabbi, in response to the
request of the Archbishop of
Canterbury for his opinion on the
report, had responded with his
pamphlet 'From Doom to Hope', and,
quite clearly here was'an issue
concerning which bot:1 Jews and
Anglicans had opinions. What was to
emerge both in group and plenary
discussion was the need for
intra-faith as well as inter-faith
debate, for the diversity of opinion
was often to be found not so much
berween Jew and Christian as within
each group. The Jewish delegation
was much more polychrome then the
Anglican one, embncihgu :
representation from the U.S.A. and
Israel and Geneva as well as the
U.K., whilst a lone member of the
Episcopal Church of the U.S.A. was
the only Anﬂicau _thicipam from
outside the UK. There was a member
of the United Reformei) Church, which
broughta Christian ecumentical note
intot es;rour. The Jewish

delegates included Orthodox,
Conservative and Reforin but, when
the debate came to the practical
implications of the faith, that
distinction was not clearcut. The
chief debate was on the cxtent lo
which we had a prophetic message for
society. Were we to direct

ourselves to the community or limit
our activity to personal contacts?
Orwas it not an "either ... or’,

but a 'both ... and’situation?

‘It was of interest that, whereas

American Jews tended to'accept the
divorce between State and Religion,
British Jewry was more cgncerned to
see the State in dialogue with
religious values. When it came to
the consideration of practical
responses to the urban priority
areas to which 'Faith in th: City’
had drawn attention, it was clear
that the Jewish community, as &
small minority, could not tackle any
large project. It was, however,
pointed out that Jewry, as a

minority group, might have something

10 say to other minori u
about the possibility o?fg:inpsa

mode of life and operation within a
majority culture without demanding
that the majority accommodated
itself to the minority. There were
some expressions of doubt whether
Jews as a whole would be happvwilh
joint action. Many would preier
some token Jewish action, The tenor
of the meeting, however, was that
some projects, however small, should
be undertaken jointly between
Christians and Jews and it was
suggested that the Council of
Christians and Jews might not only
be a talking shop, but an agency for
joint social action which reflected
their religious concerns.

Both the Archbishop of York and the
Chisl Rabbi are lly concemed .
with medical ethics. The Archbishop
introduced the cthical problems
relating to AIDS. Hegavea -
succinct statement on the current
knowledge concerning the scourge; as
it applied to Africa aswell as the
western world. The response of the
Chief Rabbi indicated the
intermingling of moral demands on
the community and the expression of
compassion and pastoral concern for
the victims.

Dr Gerhard M Riepner from the World
Jewish Congress in Geneva brought us
up to date with the ing concern

.for Christian-Jewish relations that

marked most Christian denominations ’
and gave a moving account of how,
during the war, he had tried to

evoke action on the part of western
nations to tackle the Nazi threat.of
ethnic extermination. Unbelief and
inactivity - with a few exceptions -
had led inexorably to the.holocaust

Jews and Christians prayed
serantely. butwe enjoyed table
fellowship and an important part of
the occasion consisted in numerous
£50n- rson conversations and
the ess within the grou
discu‘hsiolzs' \i:e were ready to atz
our theo -Suppositions an
faith ktﬂ? l'll:iﬂll'l‘. lt%‘:sgood
to be there,
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SEND FAX: MORT YARMON, AJ® 319-097%, NYC

U.S. NE®S & WORLD REPORT

WHY' THE FUSS OVER POPE JOHN PAUL II AND THE JEWS?

| bj Marc H. Tanenbzum

VATICAN CITY, ITALY - I hgve been sitging nere in my hotel room
nearby St. Peter's Square spending mo$t of myf free time anssering
telphone calls from media repaters in Rome or from throughout the
United States. Severzl times each day I go dogh to a quiet corner
of the hosel Iobby to do a TV arradio intervies for brozdcast to
the United States, It2ly, or some place else.

All the hubbub focuses on a single sgbject - "the summit me eting"
of Jewish leaders with Pope Jphn Paul II on September 1 in hisg
summer residence at Castel Gondolfo.

At a rave guiet moment I find myselfwondering te—=Fself,—'why
all the fuss?" From sll the excitement in the mediz, you would think
that we are about to witness the Second Coming (for Christiang) or
the First Coming (for Jews) of the lMessiah? _

Then unexpectedly, quite imperceptibly something clicks deep
inside me, moking connection sith a2 long-buried childhood memory, =and
all this fuss comes togelther and suddenly makes sense.

Fhen I was 5 child ZXIWAXXINEXYZAXEXVIR growing up in a poor
ethnic neighborhood in South Baltimore, it msxax wam = cherished
family practice for my parents, my older brother znd yohnger csister
and myself to sit around on a Sabbath afternocoan in our living room
behind our grocery store =2nd shere experiences. My parents: were %
Ruesisn Jewich immigrante, devoutly Orthodox, who fled the o?pressi@n,
pogroms and poverty of Czarist Russia for the blessed freedoms and
economic opportunities of the United States.

I was about five years o0ld when on this papticular Sabbzth
afternoon in April our family sat apound chatting animatedFy &bout
preparations for the Passover ho%%ﬁay during the coming week. Suddenly,
my father's warm face grew d rkgﬁﬂxgg taut. "Children," he said, "it
happened in Dimidivka &§:§§g the Passover week..." and he proceeded
to recalll this story.

Dimidigka was a tiny Jewish wvillage in the Ukraine. Dosn the
rozd from my father's house, there was a Ruseizan Orthodox church,



FROM: GUNTHER LAWRENCE _ For release: 8/30/87
Hotel Ambasciatori

phone: 47493 ext Room 16

FOR: INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

Jewish Leaders will convene a two-day conference tomorrow
(Aug 31-Sept 1) with the Vatican Commission for Religiocus Relations
to discuss a wide-agenda dealing with Catholic-Jewish relations.

On Tuesday thé IJCIC leaders will hold a meeting with Pope John
Paul II at his residence at Castel Gandolfo.

Delegation chairman Rabbi Mordecai Waxman of the Synagogue
Council of America called the meetings "historic and hoped that the
deliberations would continue to strengthen the bonds of friendship
and close working relations between Jews and Catholics."

The delegation includes (in addition to Rabbi Waxman) :

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE - Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, NYC, Director of
International Relations

B'NAI B'RITH - Seymour Reich, president, Great Neck, LI
Rabbi Leon Klenicki, (Anti Defamation League), NYC

ISRAEL INTERFAITH COMMITTEE - Dr. Geofrey Wigoder, Israel

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA - Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman, president,
Lawrence, LI

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS - Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
: president, Westport, CT

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS - Dr. Gerhart Riegner, Geneva, Switzerland
Henri Siegman (American Jewish Congress) NYC
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

dﬂ'e August 10, 1987 cc: B. Gold
) G. DuBow
) Jim Rudin & Marc Tanenbaum
‘rom William Gralnick

Sllbied Papal Visit

Thursday evening, September 10th, at 8:00 P.M,. the
Miami Jewish community is throwing a dinner in honor of
visiting Jewish leadership.

We will have Cardinal Willebrands addressing the
dinner. This has already been accepted. There will be
other key Catholics in attendance as well. It will be
at the Omni.

The decision was made locally that it will be "pay
as you go", that's for staff and lay. The cost will be
$35.00 (+) per plate.

‘;, It is very important that you both attend and that

your staff and lay 1eadershlp attend, All will be in-
vited.

In addition, I need ASAP copies of any lists you've
sent to Gene Fisher re AJC attendees, R That way I can
double check invitations etc.

I know I can count on your support.

As always,

WAG:gs

WINPUD.JouIdu



AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Councll of America
327 Lexinglon Avenue

New York, N.Y, 10016

- Tel:(212) 686-8670

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
‘World Jewish Congress

1 Ruce dec Varembe :

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland

Tei.: (022) 34 13 25

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Commitlee
165 Easl S6th Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

B'nal B'rith
1640 Rhode Island Ave., N.W.
Hashington, DC 20036

The [srael Interfatlch
Assocfacion

F.0.B. 7739

Jecusalem 91.077, 1srael

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

World Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y, 10016

Tnternational Jewish Committee
. on :
- Jnterreligious Consultations

July 28, 1987

Dear IJCIC member:

Enclosed we are sending you some recent newspaper
items for your information.

14 Hé'aretz, July 12, 1987.
2. Kol Ha'Ir (Jerusalem), July 24, 1987.
3f Ygdioth Achronot, July 24, 1987.

4, Ma'ariv, July 27, 1987.
5. Inte Heral@'Tribune, July 24, 1987.

Thank you for your continued interest.

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Mordecail Waxman
Chairman

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant
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27.032
A THEOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHRISTIANS AND JEWS
Introduction
27.033
Purpose

Christians and Jews live side by side in our pluralistic American
society. We engage one another not only in personal and social ways
but also at deeper levels where ultimate values are expressed and
where a theological understanding of our relationship is required.
The confessional documents of the Reformed tradition are largely
silent on this matter. BHence this paper has been prepared by the
church, as a pastoral and teaching document, to provide a basis for
continuing discussion within the Presbyterian community in the United
States and to offer guidance for the occasions in which Presbyterians
and Jews converse, cooperate and enter into dialogue. What is the
relationship which God intends between Christian and Jews, between
Christianity and Judaism? A theological understanding of this
relationship is the subject which this paper addresses.

27.034
Context

27.035 '

Theology is never done in a vacuum. It influences arnd i
influenced by its context. We do our theological work today in an
increasingly global and pluralistic context - one that is
interpersonal and intercommunal as well. Moreover, as Presbyterians
we do our theological work on the basis of Scripture, in the context
of our faith in the living presence of Jesus Christ through the Holy
Spirit, and of the church's theological tradition. A few words about
each of these dimensions of our context may be helpful in
understanding this paper.

27.036 :

) The context in which the church now witnesses is more and more
global and pluralistic. Churches have been planted in every nation
on earth, but in most places Christians exist as a minority. The age
of "Christendom®" has passed, and the age of an interdependent global
society is fast emerging. Things said by Christians in Rorth America
about the relationships of Christians and Jews will be heard by
Christians in the Middle East, where there are painful conflicts
affecting the entire region. Moreover it is increasingly difficult
to ignore the existence of other religious communities and
nonreligious movements in the world, many of which challenge our
truth claims. What we say on the subject before us will be
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considered by these as well. We must be sensitive as we speak of the
truth we know, lest we add to the suffering of others or increase
hostility and misunderstanding by what we say.

27.037

The context in which the church now witnesses is also
interpersonal and intercommunal. The reality of which we speak
consists of individual persons and of entire peoples who carry within
themselves real fears, pains and hopes. Whatever the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) says about the relationship of Christians and Jews
must be appropriate to our North American setting, and yet sensitive
to the deep longings and fears of those who struggle with this issue
in different settings, especially in the Middle East. Recent General
Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) have maintained a
clear and consistent position concerning the struggle in the Middle
East as a matter of the church's social policy. The General Assembly
regards the theological affirmations of the present study as
consistent with the church's prior policy statements concerning the
Middle East, which speak of the right of statehood in Palestine for
Palestinians (c.f. Minutes of the 198th General Assembly (1986),
PC(0OSA), Part I. p. 86) and the right of the State of Israel to exist
within secure borders established by the United Nations General
Assembly resolutions. Therefore, the attention .of the church is
again called to the church's policy enunciated in 1974, reaffirmed in
1984 which reads in part:

The right and power of Palestinian people to self-determination
by political expression, based upon full civil liberties for all,
should be recognized by the parties in the Middle East and by the
international community....The Palestinian people should be full
participants in negotiations...through representatlves of their
~own choosing.

The right ‘and power of Jewish people to self-determination by
political expression in (the State of) Israel, based upon full
civil liberties for all, should be recognized by the parties in
the Middle East and by the international community. (c.f.
Minutes of the 196th General Assembly (1984), PC(USA), Part I, p.
338. See also pp. 335-339, "Resolution on Middle East", p. 82,
GA Amendments to Resolution.).

27.038
The context of the church's witness includes also the fact that
our church is deeply bound to.its own heritage of Scripture and

theological tradition. In discussing the relationship of Christians

and Jews, we cannot separate ourselves from the Word of God, given in
covenant to the Jewish people, made flesh in Jesus Christ, and ever
renewed in the work of the Holy Spirit among us. Acknowledging the
guidance of the church's confessional tradition, we recognize our
-responsibility to. interpret the Word for our situation today. What

e ) S
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the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) says on this complex subject will
ultimately be evaluated in terms of the theological contribution that
it makes.

27.039

The context of the church's witness includes, finally and most
basically, the real presence of the risen Lord. We make our
declarations within the love of Jesus Christ who calls us to witness,
serve and believe in his name. Since our life is a part of what we
say, we seek to testify by our deeds and words to the
all-encompassing love of Christ through whom we "who were far off
have been brought near® to the covenants of promise.

' 27.040
Background

27.041

This theological study is not unprecedented. Since World War II,
statements and study documents dealing with Jewish-Christian
relations have been issued by a number of churches and Christian
bodies. Among these are the Vatican's Nostra Aetate (1965), the
Report of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of
Churches (1968), the statement of the Synod of the Reformed Church of
Holland (1970), the statement of the French Bishop's Committee for
Relations with the Jews (1973), the report of the Lutheran World
Federation (1975), the statement of the Synod of Rhineland Church in
West Germany (1980), the report of the Christian/Jewish Consultation
Group of the Church of Scotland (1985), and the study of the World
Alliance of Reformed Churches (1986).

27.042

The present study has been six years in preparation. It is the
product of a project begun in 1981 within the . former Presbyterian
Church, U.S., then redeveloped and greatly expanded in scope and
participation in 1983 upon the reunion which brought into being the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The study has been developed under the
direction of the church's Council on Theology and Culture, through a
process which involved many people reflecting diverse interests and
backgrounds, both in the United States and the Middle East.

27.043 :

In the course of addressing this subject, our church has come to
see many things in a new light. The study has helped us to feel the
pain of our Jewish neighbors who remember that the Holocaust was
carried out in the heart of "Christian EBurope" by persons many of
whom were baptized Christians. We have come to understand in a new
way how our witness to the gospel can be perceived by Jews as an
attempt to erode and ultimately to destroy their own communities.
Similarly, we have been made sensitive to the difficult role of our
Arab Christian brothers and sisters in the Middle East. We have
listened to the anguish of the Palestinians, and we have heard their
cry. :

o et e T b 8.8 08 8 5 v g 8 ¥ =58 ey
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27.044

The paper which we here present to the church does not attempt to
address every problem, nor to say more than we believe that we are
able truly to say. It consists of seven theological affirmations,
with a brief explication of each. Together they seek to lay the
foundation for a new and better relationship under God between
Christians and Jews. They are:

(1) a reaffirmation that the God who addresses both Christians
and Jews is the same - the living and true God;

(2) a new understanding by the church that its own identity is
intimately related to the continuing identity of the Jewish people;

(3) a' willingness to ponder with Jews the mystery of God's
election of both Jews and Christians to be a light to the nations;

(4) an acknowledgement by Christians that Jews are in covenant
relationship with God, and the consideration of the implications of
this reality for evangelism and witness;

(5) a determination by Christians to put an end to "the teaching
of contempt®™ for the Jews;

(6) a willingness to investigate the continuing significance of
the promise of “"land", its associated obligations, and to explore the
implications for Christian theology;

(7) a readiness to act on the hope which we share with the Jews
in God's promise of the peaceable kingdom.

27.045 .

These seven theological affirmations with their explications are
offered to the church not to end debate but to inform it, and thus to
serve as a baslis for an ever deepenlng understanding of the mystery
of God's saving work in the world.

27.046
Definitions and Language

27.047

The defining of terms on this subject is complex, but
unavoidable. We understand "Judaism" to be the religion of the
Jews. It is practiced by many today and extends back into the period
of the Hebrew scriptures. Judaism of late antiquity gave rise to
that form of Judaism which has been developing since the first
century known as "Rabbinic Judaism". It gave rise to early
Christianity as well. Both Christianity and Judaism claim
relationship with the ancient people Israel; the use of the term
“Israel®™ in this study is restricted to its ancient reference. When
referring to the contemporary State of Israel this document will use
'State of Israel"”. i :
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27.048

We understand "Jews" to include those persons whose
self-understanding is that they are descended from Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, and Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah, and those converted into
the Jewish community. We recognize that Jews are varied in the
observance of their religion, and that there are many Jews who do not
practice Judaism at all.

27.049 .

The language of this paper is conformable to General Assembl
guidelines for inclusiveness within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
It avoids gender-specific references either to God or to the people
of God, except in reference to the Trinity and the Kingdom of God,
and in direct quotation from Scripture. The word, "Lord," is used
only with reference to Jesus Christ. The paper acknowledges the role
of both women and men in the church's tradition.

27.050
The following affirmations are offered to the church for our

common edification and growth in obedience and faith. To God alone
be the glory.

Affirmations and Explications

27.051
1. We affirm that the living God whom Christians worship is the
same God who is worshiped and served by Jews. He bear witness that

the God revealed in Jesus, a Jew, to be the Triune Lord of all, is

the same one disclosed in the life and worship of Israel.
Explication

27.052

Christianity began in the context of Jewish faith and life.
Jesus was a Jew, as were his earliest followers Paul, the apostle of
the Gentiles, referred to himself as a "Hebrew of the Hebrews." The
life and liturgy of the Jews provided the language and thought forms
through which the revelation in Jesus was first received and
expressed. Jewish liturgical forms were decisive for the worship of
the early church, and are influential still, especially in churches
of the Reformed tradition. ’

27.053

Yet the relationship of Christians to Jews is more than one of
common history and ideas. The relationship is significant for our
faith because Christians confess that the God of Abraham and Sarah,
and their descendants, is the very One whom the apostles addressed as
"the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.® The one God elected
and entered into covenant with Israel to reveal the divine will and
point to a future salvation in which all people will live in peace
and righteousness. This expectation of the reign of God in a
Messianic Age was described by the Hebrew prophets in different

]
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ways. The Scriptures speak of the expectation of a deliverer king
anointed by God, of the appearing of a righteous teacher, of a
suffering servant, or of a people enabled through God's grace to
establish the Messianic Age. Early Christian preaching proclaimed
that Jesus had become Messiah and Lord, God's anointed who has
inaugurated the kingdom of peace and righteousness through his life,
death, and resurrection. While some Jews accepted this message, the
majority did not, choosing to adhere to the biblical revelation as
interpreted by their teachers, and continuing to await the
fulfillment of the messianic promises given through the prophets,
priests, and kings of Israel.

27.054

Thus the bond between the community of Jews and those who came to
be called Christians was broken, and both have continued as vital but
separate communities through the centuries. Nonetheless, there are
ties which remain between Christians and Jews: the faith of both in
the one God whose loving and just will is for the redemption of all
humankind; and the Jewishness of Jesus whom we confess to be the
Christ of God.

27.055

In confessing Jesus as the Word of God incarnate, Christians are
not rejecting the concrete existence of Jesus who lived by the faith
of Israel. Rather, we are affirming the unique way in which Jesus, a
Jew, is the being and power of God for the redemption of the world.
In him, God is disclosed to be the Triune One who creates and
reconciles all things. This is the way in which Christians affirm
the reality of the one God who is sovereign over all.

27.056

2. We affirm that the church, elected in Jesus Christ, has been
enarafted into the people of God established by the covenent with
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Therefore, Christians have not replaced

Explication

27.057

The church, especially in the Reformed tradition, understands
itself to be in covenant with God through its election in Jesus
Christ. Because the church affirms this covenant as fundamental to
its existence, it has generally not sought nor felt any need to offer
any positive interpretation of God's relationship with the Jews,
lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and Sarah, Rebekah,
Rachel and Leah with whom God covenanted long ago. The emphasis has
fallen on the new covenant established in Christ and the creation of
the church.

27.058

Sometime during the second century of the Common Era a view
called "supersessionism”, based on the reading of some biblical texts
and nurtured in controversy, began to take shape. By the beginning
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superseded the Jews as God's chosen people, became the orthodox
understanding of God's relationship to the church. Such a view
influenced the church's understanding of God's relationship with the
Jews, and allowed the church to regard Jews in an inferior light.

27.059

Supersessionism maintains that because the Jews refused to
receive Jesus as Messiah, they were cursed by God, are no longer in
covenant with God, and that the church alone is the "true Israel® or
the "spiritual Israel."™ When Jews continue to assert, as they do,
that they are the covenant people of God, they are loocked upon by
many Christians as impertinent intruders, claiming a right which is
no longer theirs. The long and dolorous history of Christian
imperialism, in which the church often justified anti-Jewish acts and:3

o
of the third century this teaching that the Christian chucch had -g
p

attitudes in the name of Jesus, finds its theological base in this \
teaching. \\g

27.060 N,
We believe and testify that this theory of supersessionism or
replacement is harmful and in need of reconsideration as the church
seeks to proclaim God's saving activity with humankind. The-="
scriptural and theological bases for this view are clear enough; but
we are prompted to look again at our tradition by events in our own
time, and by an increasing number of theologians and biblical
scholars who are calling for such a reappraisal. The pride and
prejudice which have been justified by reference to this doctrine of

replacement themselves seem reason enough for taking a hard look at
this position.

3
27.061 /

For us, the teaching that the church has been engrafted by God's jE
grace into the people of God finds as much support in Scripture as
the view of supersessionism, and is much more consistent with our ;
Reformed understanding of the work of God in Jesus Christ. The
emphasis is on the continuity and trustworthiness of God's {? |
commitments and God's grace. The issue for the early church ;
concerned the inclusion of the Gentiles in God's saving work, not the L$
exclusion of the Jews. Paul insists that God is God of both Jews and
Gentiles and justifies God's redemption of both on the basis of faith
(Romans 3:29-30). God's covenants are not broken. %"God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew®™ (Romans 11:2). The church has
not "replaced™ the Jewish people. Quite the contrary! The church,
being made up primarily of those who were once aliens and strangers
to the covenants of promise, has been engrafted into the people of
God by the covenant with Abraham (Roman 11:17-18).

27.062 -

The continued existence of the Jewish people and of the church as
communities elected by God is, as the Apostle Paul expressed it, a
"mystery" (Romans 11:25). We do not claim to fathom this mystery,
but we cannot ignore it. At the same time we can never forget‘t_lggj
we stand in a covenant established by Jesus Christ (Hebrews 8) We
ponder the work of God, including the wonder of Christ's atoning work
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27.063
3. We affirm that both the church and the Jewish people are
elected by God for witpess to the world, mm;mmmmgt
the church to contemporary Jews is based on that gracious and

irrevocable election of both.

Explication

27.064 -

God chose a particular people, Israel, as a sign and foretaste of
God's grace toward all people. It is for the sake of God's
redemption of the world that Israel was elected. The promises of
God, made to Abraham and Sarah and to their offspring after them,
were given so that blessing might come upon ®"all families of the
earth™ (Genesis 12:1-3). God continues that purpose through
Christians and Jews. The church, like the Jews, is called to be a
light to the nations (Acts 13:47). God's purpose enbraces the whole
creation. :

27.065

In the electing of people's, God takes the initiative. Election
does not manifest human achievement but divine grace. Neither Jews
nor Christians can claim to deserve this favor. Election is the way
in which God creates freedom through the Holy Spirit for a people to
be for God and for others. God, who is ever faithful to the word
which has been spoken, does not take back the divine election.
Whenever either the Jews or the church have rejected God's ways, God
has judged but not rejected them. This is a sign of God's redeeming
faithfulness toward the world.

27.066

Both Christians and Jews are elected to service for the life of -
the world. Despite profound theological differences separating
Christians and Jews, we believe that God has bqund us together in a
unique relationship for the sake of God's love for the world. We
testify to this election, but we cannot explain it. It is part of
the purpose of God for the whole creation. Thus there is much common
ground where Christians and Jews can and should act together.

27.067
4. We affirm that the reion of God is attested both by the
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Explication

27.068

God, who acts in human history by the Word and Spirit, is not
left without visible witnesses on the earth. God's sovereign and
saving reign in the world is signified both by the continuing
existence of, and faithfulness within, the Jewish people who, by all
human reckoning, might be expected to have long since passed from the
stage of history, and by the life and witness of the church.

27.069

As the cross of Jesus has always been a stumbling block to Jews,
so also the continued existence and faithfulness of the Jews is often
a stumbling block to Christians. Our persuasion of the truth of God
in Jesus Christ has sometimes led Christians to conclude that Judaism
should no longer exist, now that Christ has come, and that all Jews
ought properly to become baptized members of. the church. Over the
centuries, many afflictions have been visited on the Jews by
Christians holding this belief-not least in our own time. We believe
that the time has come for Christians to stop and take a new look at
the Jewish people and at the relationship which God wills between
Christian and Jew.

27.070

Such reappraisal cannot avoid the issue of evangelism. For Jews
this is a very sensitive issue. Proselytism by Christians seeking to
persuade, even convert, Jews often implies a negative judgment on
Jewish faith. Jewish reluctance to accept Christian claims is all
the more understandable when it is realized that conversion is often
seen by them as a threat to Jewish survival.  Many Jews who unite
with the church sever their bonds with their people. On the other
hand, Christians are commissioned to witness to the whole world about
the good news of Christ's atoning work for both Jew and Gentile.
Difficulty arises when we acknowledge that the same Scripture which
proclaims that atonement and which Christains claim as God's word.
clearly states that Jews are already in a covenant relationship with
God who makes and keeps covenants.

27.071

For Christians, there is no easy answer to this matter. Faithful
interpretation of the biblical record indicates that there "are
elements of God's covenant with Abraham that are unilateral and
unconditional. However, there are also elements of the covenant
which appear to predicate benefits upon faithfulness (see Gen.
17:1ff.). Christians, historically, have Eroclaimed that true
obedience is impossible for a sinful humanity and thus have been
.impelled to witness to the atoning work of Jesus of Nazareth, the

-
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promised Messiah, as the way to a right relationship with God.
However, to the present day, many Jews have been unwilling to accept
the Christian claim and have continued faithfully in their covenant
tradition. 1In light of scripture which testifies to God's repeated
offer of forgiveness to Israel, we do not presume to judge in God's
place. Our commission is to witness to the saving work of Jesus
Christ; to preach good news among all the "nations®" (ethne).

27.072

Dialogue is the appropriate form of faithful conversation between
Christians and Jews. Dialogue is not a cover for proselytism.
Rather, as trust is established, not only questions and concerns can
be shared but faith and commitments as well. Christians have no
reason to be reluctant in sharing the good news of their faith with
anyone. However, a militancy that seeks to impose one's own point of
view on another is not only inappropriate but also counterproductive.
In dialogue, partners are able to define their faith in their own
terms, avoiding caricatures of one another, and are thus better able
to obey the commandment, "Thou shalt not bear false witness against
they neighbor."™ Dialogue, especially in light of our shared history,
should be entered into with a spirit of humility and a commitment to
reconciliation. Such dialogue .can be a witness that seeks also to
heal that which has been broken. It is out of a mutual willingness
to listen and to learn that faith deepens and a new and better
relationship between Christians and Jews is enabled to grow.

27.073
5. We acknowledce in repentance the church's long and deep

Explication
27.074

Anti-Jewish sentiment and action by Christians began in New
Testament times. The struggle between Christians and Jews in the
first century of the Christian movement was often bitter and marked
by mutual violence. The depth of hostility left its mark on early
Christian and Jewish literature, including portions of the New
Testament. "

27.075
In subsequent centuries, after the occasions for the original

hostility had long since passed, the church misused portions of the
New Testament as proof texts to justify a heightened animogity toward
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Jews. For many centuries, it was the church's teaching to label Jews
as "Christ-killers™ and a "deicide race."” This is known as the
"teaching of contempt." Persecution of Jews was at times officially
sanctioned, and at other times indirectly encouraged or at least
tolerated. Holy Week ‘became a time of terror for Jews .

27.076

To this day, the church's worship, preaching, and teaching often
lend themselves, at times unwittingly, to a perpetuation of the
"teaching of contempt.® For example, the public reading of Scripture
without explicating potentially misleading passages concerning "the
Jews," preaching which uses Judaism as a negative example in order to
- commend Christianity, public prayer which assumes that only the
prayers of Christians are pleasing to God, teaching in the church

school which reiterates sterotypes and nonhistorical ideas about the
Pharisees and Jewish leadership--all of these contribute, however
subtly, to a continuation of the church's "teaching of contempt.”

27.077

It is painful to realize how the teaching of the church has led
individuals and groups to behavior that has tragic consequences. It
is agonizing to discover that the church's "teaching of contempt®™ was
a major ingredient that made possible the monstrous policy of
annihilation of Jews by Nazi Germany. It is disturbing to have to
admit that the churches of the West did little to challenge the
policies of their governments, even in the face of the growing
certainty that the Holocaust was taking place. Though many
Christians in Europe acted heroically to shelter Jews, the record
reveals that most churches as well as governments, the world over,
largely ignored the pleas for sanctuary for Jews.

27.078

As the very embodiment of anti-Jewish attitudes and actions, the
Holocaust is a sober reminder that such horrors are actually possible
in this world, and that they begin with appatrently small acts of
disdain or expedience. Hence we pledge to be alert for all such acts
of denigration from now on, so that they may be resisted. We also
pledge resistance to any such actions, perpetrated by anyone,
anywhere.
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27.078a

The Church's attitudes must be reviewed and changed as necessary,
so that they never again fuel the fires of hatred. We must be
willing to admit our church's complicity in wrongdoing in the past,
even as we try to establish a new basis of trust and communication
with Jews. We pledge, God helping us, never again to participate in,
to contribute to, or to allow the persecution or denigration of Jews,
or the belittling of Judaism.

27.079

6. We affirm the continuity of God's promise of land along with
o oAy =T = ] : 3

Explication
27.080
As the Church of Scotland's (1985) report says:

We are aware that in dealing with this matter we are
entering a minefield of complexities across which is
strung a barbed-wire entanglement of issues,
theological, political and humanitarian.

However, a faithful explication of Biblical material relating to the
covenant with Abraham cannot avoid the reality of the promise of
land. The question with which we must wrestle is how this promise is
to be understood in the light of the existence of the modern
political State of Israel which has taken its place among the nations
of the world.

27.081

The Genesis record indicates that "the land of your sojournings*®
was promised to Abraham and his and Sarah's descendants. This
promise, however, included the demand that "You shall keep my
covenant. . . " (Genesis 17:7-8). The implication is that the
blessings of the promise were dependent upon fulfillment of covenant
relationships. Disobedience could bring the loss of land, even while
God's promise was not revoked. God's promises are always kept, but
in God's own way and time.

27.082

; The establishment of the State of Israel in our day has been seen
" by many devout Jews as the fulfillment of God's divine promise. .
Other Jews are equally sure that it is not,.and regard the State of
Israel as an unauthorized attempt to flee divinely imposed exile.

i oL
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Still other Jews interpret the State of Israel in purely secular
terms. Christian opinion is equally diverse. As Reformed
Christians, however, we believe that po government at apny time can
ever be the full expression of God's will. All, including the State
of Israel, stand accountable to God. The State of Israel is a
geopolitical entity and is not to be validated theologically.

27.083

God's promise of land bears with it obligaiton. Land is to be
used as the focus of mission, the place where a people can live and
be a light to the nations. Further, because land is God's to be
given, it can never be fully possessed. The living out of God's
covenant in the land brings with it not only opportunity but also
temptation. The history of the people of Israel reveals the

continual tension between sovereignty and stewardship, blessing and
curse.

27.084

The Hebrew prophets made clear to the people of their own day as
well, indeed, as any day, that those in possession of "land"™ have a
responsibility and obligation to the disadvantaged, the oppressed and
the “"strangers in their gates". God's justice, unlike ours, is
consistently in favor of the powerless (Ps.103:6). Therefore we,
whether Christian or Jew, who affirm the divine promise of land,
however land is to be understood, dare not fail to uphold the divine
right of the dispossessed. We have indeed been agents of the
dispossession of others. In particular, we confess our complicity in
the loss of land by Palestinians, and we join with those of our
Jewish sisters and brothers who stand in solzdarlty with Palestinians
as they cry for justice as the dispossessed.

27.085

_ We disavow any teaching which says that peace can be secured
without justice through the exercise of violence and retribution.
God's justice upholds those who cry out against the strong. God's
peace comes to those who do justice and mercy on the earth. Hence we
loock with dismay at the violence and injustice occurring in the
Middle East.

27.086

For 3,000 years the covenant promise of land has been an
essential element of the self-understanding of Jewish people.
Through centuries of dispersion and exile, Jews have continued to
understand themselves as a people in relation to the God they have
known through the promise of land. However, to understand that
promise solely in terms of a specific geographical entity on the
eastern shore of the Mediterranean is, in our view, inadquate.
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27.08B6a

"Land" is understood as more than place or property; ®"land® is a
biblical metaphor for sustainable life, prosperity, peace and
security. We affirm the rights to these essentials for the Jewish
people. At the same time, as bearers of the good news of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, we affirm those same rights in the name of justice
to all peoples. We are aware that those rights are not realized by
all persons in our day. Thus we affirm our solidarity with all
people to whom those rights of "land™ are currently denied.

27.086b

We disavow those views held by some dispensationalists and some
Christian Zionists that see the formation of the State of Israel as a
signal of the end time, which will .bring the Last Judgment, a
conflagration which only Christians will survive. These views ignore
the word of Jesus against seeking to set the time or place of the
consummation of world history.

27.087

We therefore call on all people of faith to engage in the work of
reconciliation and peacemaking. We pray for and encourage those who
would break the cycles of vengeance and violence, whether it be the
violence of states or of resistance movements, of terror or of
retaliation. We stand with those who work toward nonviolent
solutions, including those who choose nonviolent resistance. We also
urge nation states and other political institutions to seek
negotiated settlements of conflicting claims.

27.088

The seeking of justice is a sign of our faith in the reign of
God. -

27.089
7. . isti 2 o
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Explication
27.090

Christian hope is continuous with Israel's hope, and is
unintelligible apart from it. New Testament teaching concerning the
Ringdom of God was shaped by the messianic and apocalyptic vision of
Judaism. That prophetic vision was proclaimed by John the Baptist,
and the preaching of Jesus contained the same vision. Both Jews and
Christians affirm that God reigns over all human destiny and has not
abandoned the world to chaos, and that, despite many appearances to
the contrary, God is acting within history to establish righteousness
and peace.

27.091

Jews still await the kingdom which the prophets foretold. Some
look for a messianic age in which God's heavenly reign will be
ushered in upon the earth. Christians proclaim the good news that in
Christ "the Kingdom of God is at hand,"™ yet we too wait in hope for
the consummation of the redemption of all things in God. Though the
waiting of Jews and Christians is significantly different on account
of our differing perception of Jesus, nonetheless we both wait with
eager longing for the fulfillment of God's gracious reign upon the
earth--the kingdom of righteousness and peace foretold by the
prophets. We are in this sense partners in waiting.

27.092 (deleted)
27.093 (deleted)
27.094 (deleted)

27.095

Both Christians and Jews are called to wait and to hope in God.
While we wait, Jews and Christians are called to the service of God
in the world. However that service may differ, the vocation of each
shares at least these elements: a striving to realize the word of
the prophets, and attempt to remain sensitive to the dimension of the
holy, an effort to encourage the life of the mind, and a ceaseless
activity in the cause of justice and peace. These are far more than
the ordinary requirements of our common humanity; they are elements
of our common election by the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah. Precisely because our election is
not to privilege but to service, Christians and Jews are obligated to
act together in these things. By so acting, we faithfully live out
our partnership in waiting. By so doing, we believe that God is
glorified.
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Recommendat ions

27.096

The Council on Theology and Culture makes the following
recommendations to the 199th General Assembly (1987):

27.097

la. That the General Assembly adopt for study and reflection the
paper, "A Theological Understanding of the Relationship between
Christians and Jews", and distribute it to the church as a
provisional understanding of the subject along with a brief study
guide including a bibliography and response questionnaire, the latter
of which is to be returned to the appropriate Ministry Unit;

lb. That instruction be given to the appropriate Ministry Unit
to appoint a work group composed of some members of the Task Force,
some staff with responsibilities for work in the Middle East, and
others to be chosen; and to invite Christians living in the Middle
East to participate with the Work Group; that a conference be held
with the Middle East Council on Churches and partner churches of the
PC(USA) in the Middle East in the Spring of 1988 to discuss and
negotiate an acceptable understanding between the PC(USA) and the
MECC and partner churches concerning its content, status and function
in our ongoing work together; this committee is to report to the
appropriate Ministry Unit at the conclusion of the conference.

lc. That instruction be given the appropriate Ministry Unit to
report on the results of their study and reflection process and bring
any appropriate recommendations to the 20lst General Assembly (1989).
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27.098

2. That the Stated Clerk be directed to print the report and to
distribute it to each minister, Christian educator, and session
within the church, to ecumenical partner churches in mission, to
churches with which the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is in
correspondence, and to the major Jewish organizations in the United
States; and partner churches of the PC(USA) in the Middle East.

27.099 (delete)
27.1C0 (delete)

27.101

3. That the General Assembly request pastors and Christian
educators to initiate educational programs designed to foster
understanding and better relationships between Christians and Jews;

27.102

4. That the General Assembly urge the expansion of instruction
in Judaic studies in the theological seminaries of the church;

27.103

L3 That we communicate our sensitivity to the issue of
including a Holocaust Remembrance Day in the liturgical calendar of

the PC(USA) and to refer this matter to the appropriate Ministry
Unit.

27.104

6. That the General Assembly instruct the General Assembly
Council to give increased encouragement to those working for
reconciliation of all parties in the Middle East through exploring
the feasibility of joining with others, in as broadly an ecumenical
way as possible, in developing those instrumentalities, acceptable to
all participants, which enable and facilitate constructive dialogue
and common efforts to improve relationships between Jews, Christians,
and Muslims, especially but not only in the Middle East and the
U.S.A.

27.105 (referred to Location and Mission Design)
27.106
7« That the General Assembly Council be directed to monitor the

implementation of these actions of the General Assembly and to report
thereon periodically to the General Assembly.
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Dear Sua-

The enclosed open letter to Pope John Paul II,
written by one of my members, Jesse Besso, was recently
called to my attention.

It is a scathing indictment of Kurt Waldheim and
the Pope for having received him.

You may find its contents both interesting, in-
formative and worthy of the widest circulation.

- Si[cerely, [

II/sw Rabbi Irwin Isaacscn

“they shall build unto me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them”



June 21, 1987

AN OPEN LETTER TO POPE JOHN PAUL II
I find it most difficult to contain my profouﬂg sense of shock
and dismay to learn that you are~piazarinmg—ee grant~an audience to
Kurt Waldheim, the President of Austria,and bestowed honors upon
him.

There are today Holocaust survivors from my hometown of Ioannina
Greece, who are prepared to testify that it was Kurt Waldheim who
emerged from a seaplane that docked in Lake Pamvolis in Ioannina,

Greece on Friday afternoon, March 24, 1944 and on the following snowy
morning of Saturday, March 25, 1944, personally supervised the rounding
up of 1800 men, women and children all of whom were members of the
Jewish community. Amongst them were my beloved mother, father, aunt

and many relatives. They were sent to Hitler's infamous and diabolical
gas chanbers and crematoria. '

I prayed and I hoped that you would never receive this unrepentant
Nazis criminal whose hatred of Jews still burns fiercely in his heart
and soul. But if for political or other dubious reasons you had to
receive him, I wish that you would have asked his whereabout on those
dates, (Fri. March 24, 1944 and Sat. March 25, 1944) and let the world
know his answers. I have a strong suspicion that he would have lied
even to you, just as he, by his own admission, declared that he had
lied during his recent election campaign in attempting to conceal his’
Nazis past.

I hope that you can understand my agony and sadness in writing
this letter. As a religious leader, you are unfortunately sending
very confusing signals to the world. I see you one day, kneeling and
praying invfront of the ashes of my unforgettable parents and the next
day you deign to honor their alleged murderer.

I am sure that you realize that it blasphemes the memories of
millions of innocent victims when their brutal murderers are honored
by a leader of a major denonimation of Christianity.

Tragically our pleasd that you desist from granting him an audience
have fallen on deaf ears, and it has revived the rumors that Pope
Pius XII and the Vatican by their deafening silence, did nothing to
help the victims of the Holocaust. It lends credehce to the shocking
and disturbing reports concerning the Vaticans role in sheltering Nazis
criminals by helping them flee to Syria, South America etc. and I
might further add that your actions have reinforced the views of those
who claim that the virus of anti-semitism ran deep in pre-war Poland
and was endemic amongst the people,affecting all classes--even the
clergy. Is that why most of Hitler's death camps and human abattoirs
were located in Poland?
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If by chance, a word or phrase in this letter sounds disrespectful,
please accept my sincere apology as no affront was meant or intended.

Awaiting your kind reply, I remain,

Jessie Besso

Holocaust Survivor from
Ioannina, Greece
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JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL | Site o

OF SAN FRANCISCO, THE PENINSULA, MARIN AND SONOMA COUNTIES 121 Steuart Street
San Francisco, Ca 94105

(415) 957-1551

Beneticiary of the Jewish Community Federation

July 24, 1987

TO: Charney Bromberg, NJCRAC, colleagues in Detroit, Los
Angeles, Columbia, San Antonio, Phoenix, Miaml, New Orleans

FROM: Rita R. semel \\,[x

Enclosed is suggested text which we would like to use
to circulate, beginning as soon as possible. It would be
printed of course with room for signatures and adding an
adddress for the completed form to be returned. We do not
want to call it a petition since that word has connotations
of entreaty rather than the tone which we want - that of a
request from one equal to another!

I hope we ¢an get this going ASAP!

It was good to talk with all of you yesterday and I'm
glad we're going to be coordinating as closely as possible,

Thanks and regards.



DECtARATION OF CONCERN AND HOPE TO POPE JOHN PAUL II

During your pilgrimage to Auschwitz in 1979, you paused
before a Hebrew inscription and made the fcllowing strong
statement of moral leadership:

"This inscription awakens the memory of the people whose
sons and daughters were destined for total extermination.
This people draws its origin from Abraham, our father in
faith. The very people who received from God the
commandment., "Thou shalt not kill," itself experiences in a
special measure what is meant by killing. It is not
permissible for anyone to pass by this inscription with

indifference." ua@ﬂ;£113

As that statement giaddened our hearts, we were equally .
uﬂjézzzzzjdtsmayéa by youryacceptance of Waldheim. This gesture is ?“@LaLé
"““seen by the world as a sign of suet the kind of indifference
(el vou se<acukely proscribed. But now we look to the future,
and to your role as one of the world's moral leaders.
Looking to that future, and to the fulfillment of yqur
important statement at Auschwitz, we would urge you\ to-do 'ﬁi

the following: Crw diencfron
CJ(C_ML"\; -anu,bv-ﬁﬁj—h Mw.ﬂhﬁg-/b‘—o—l Cl-c:.'f‘ Py

1) strongly and explicitly instruct Catholics around the
world to study the Holocaust and to honor the memory of its
victims with attention to the uniqueness of the systematic

slaughter of 6,000,000 Jews.

2) Establish diplomatic recognition of and closer
relationshlps with the State of Israel, which was virtually
the only refuge and redemption for the European victims and
descendants of the Holocaust.

These actions at this time would do much to turn the tide of
"indifference" which you so eloguently excexiated at
Auschwitz. 2

In remembrance, is the secret of redemption -Baal Shem Tov

(add Hebrew)
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

0. ..2983/8T/6.. July 2, 1987
This No. Should Be Prefized to the Answer

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman

Chairman, International Jewish Committee .
on Interreligious Consultations

Synagogue Council of America

327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Dear Rabbi Waxman:

At the request of His Eminence Johannes Cardinal Willebran-
ds, President of the Commission for Religious Relations with
Judaism, I am pleased to forward the enclosed correspondence
which arrived at this Apostolic Nunciature today by way of
telex.

With every good wish and kindest regards, I am

Prayerfully yours,

Monsignor Celestino\Migliore
Charge d'Affaires, a.i.

Enclosure



"Prot. N. 208/87/A Vatican City, June 30, 1987

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman

Chairman, International Jewish Committee
On Interreligious Consultations
Synagogue Council of America

327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016 USA

Dear Rabbi Waxman:

I have received your telegram-letter, in which you express
your deep feelings about the State Visit of Mr. Waldheim, Presi-
dent of Austria, to the Vatican.

First of all you express your appreciation for the dialogue
between the Catholic Church and representatives of the Jewish
people. You call this a dialogue of enormous historic meaning.
I share this appreciation. I share this not only in regard to the
past, compared to which it signifies without any doubt a new
development, and as an official dialogue on the side of the
Church, a turning point in our relations. But also and even
more I share it in regard to the future. It is a starting point,
a new approach, which has already shown its importance but has
still a great task before it. This dialogue is concerned with the
field of religious relations between the Church and the Jewish
people. As such it should be continued, deepened and extend-
ed. It has its own method and scope, which should be more
clearly defined. Its historical context is different from that of
the first centuries of Christianity, from that of the Middle Ages
or from later periods, when there was persecution against the
Jews. Its religious content and scope has new possibilities,
especially because of the solemn declaration of the Second
Vatican Council concerning the Church's relationship to the
Jewish people, but also because of declared principles on reli-
gious liberty, and the principles against proselytism.

For the application and practical consequences of this
declaration, the Church has created a special commission in the
Roman Curia, which has published further official documents in
order to assure and to foster the implementation of the thoughts
given by the Second Vatican Council. It will take a longer time
and a continuous effort to overcome deeply-rooted prejudices and
feelings and to convert those who hold them, so that under-
standing, esteem and love may reign in the hearts of Christians
and in society instead of prejudice, contempt and hatred.

With absolute certainty I say to you, Dear Rabbi, that
these convictions, fostered by the Council, are alive in the heart
of the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II. On many occasions he
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has given expression to this conviction and these feelings,
whether addressing himself to the Jewish people, or speaking of
them. A collection of his words and gestures related to . this
subject would even now comprise a long list. It is a specific
part of his pastoral guidance and magisterial teaching. Catholic
learning in the field of history and theology concerning our
relations with the Jewish people is considerable and growing.
Allow me to say that I have dedicated to it a great deal of my
‘heart and of my activity. But you know even better than myself
that the field is large and still a great deal unexplored. All this
indicates how serious and important the dialogue is which we
have conducted now for 17 years. I am convinced that in the
historical context of today, religious understanding and relations
of a specific ecumenical quality are of basic importance for all
kinds of relations between Christians and Jews.

Besides religious relations, we have social, cultural, politi-
cal relations. All kinds of relations are linked with each other
in some way. The strengthening of relations in one field has a
bearing or influence on all of them. At the same time, each of
them has its own problems, its own laws and customs. They
should not be confused and one cannot decide over the other,
although progress in one field can be of decisive importance for
the other. Politics, -to which belong also diplomatic activities,
have their own principles, laws and customs. They are, of
course, submitted to moral criteria. Often the political and
diplomatic activities of the Holy See demonstrate and claim the
maintenance of moral principles as for instance in the field of
human rights, especially in regard to religious freedom, the
maintenance of peace, the sacredness of human life, etc. Never-
theless, political science and moral philosophy are different
disciplines.

In your letter you mention two matters of a political nature.
First of all, the question of the State visit of the President of
Austria, Mr. Waldheim, and, secondly, the question of diplomatic
relations between the Holy See and the State of Israel.

Concerning the visit of Mr. Waldheim, you rightly call it in
your letter a State visit. This means that the visit regards not
the person but the State which he represents. The development
of the visit and the talks exchanged between the Holy Father
and the President give ample proof of this nature of the visit.
It is therefore unwarranted to say that this visit means that a
blessing has been bestowed by the Pope on Mr. Waldheim,
cleansing him of the accusations. In our time we have seen
persons, highly ranked in government, who have been convicted
of crime or immoral behavior and have for that reason been
obliged to resign. You call Mr. Waldheim an "accused Nazi war
criminal," In the present case these are still alleged crimes of
which we have no proof. We must be very careful in this matter
to avoid considering and treating persons as criminals because of
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alleged crimes. Mr. Waldheim has held delicate and highly re-
sponsible functions in the service of the United Nations and has
never been formally accused or convicted as a criminal. He has
the right to be treated with full consideration for his human
rights and his official position.

You express your disappointment that the commission of the
Holy See for religious relations with the Jews and our liaison
committee for dialogue have not been consulted. In this way the
underlying principles of dialogue would have been put aside. To
this point I shall say that neither the commission of the Holy See
nor the committee for dialogue have ever been mandated to
discuss or handle political affairs such as inter-State relations.
We cannot fill in the absence of diplomatic relations between the
State of Israel and the Holy See or take over this function.
This is not our task or function. We are not the partners in
these affairs. However, we can consider the religious aspects
that might be involved in all kinds of relations. We can discuss
this question in our meetings.

You make the point of the importance of perception or
interpretation of facts as distinct from and consequent to inten-
tion. This is a good point and I would apply it also to certain
manifestations that have taken place on the occasion of the State
visit. They can easily be received and interpreted by our
people as an expression of feelings on the Jewish side against
the Holy See and against the person of the Holy Father himself.
Things that happened in a history of centuries, and especially
the Shoah, can explain all this to a great extent. We have a
great task and responsibility towards each other to overcome and
to heal wounds mutually inflicted and to build new relations of
confidence, peace and love. In this I come back again to what I
have said in the first part of this letter. I still believe that our
dialogue has, as you described it, "an enormous historic mean-
ing." In a spirit of faith and hope I desire to continue the
dialogue and I invite you sincerely to share this desire so that
we can seek together how to fulfill this obligation. God will be
with us.

Yours sincerely,

Johannes Cardinal Willebrands
President of the Commission
for Religious Relations
with Judaism

P. S. In regard to the request that you make in your letter of
June 22 (referring to the statement of June 19), to have a
meeting with the Pope before the Miami event, I could try to
contact Bishop Keeler if you think that my present letter still
gives rise to important points in Jewish/Christian relations which
would need further discussion and clarification."



August 9, 1987

POPE'S MEETING WITH JEWISH LEADERS UNPRECEDENTED
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM#* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The invitation extended last week by Pope John Paul Il to Jewish leaders to
meet with him in Rome at the end of August is an unprecedented and welcome

development.

The invitation was extended by Cardinal Willebrands, President of the Vatican
Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relations, in an overseas telephone call last
Tuesday to Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, Chairman of the International Jewish Committee

on Interreligious Consultations (14CIC) that relates to the Vatican.

According to Cardinal Willebrand's message to us, the Pope has agreed:to-a
90-minute audience with a small group of Jewish leaders for a full-scale
substantive discussion of major issues in Catholic-Jewish relations. That
dialogue is to be preceded by a day-long meeting with the influential Cardinal
Caséroli, Vatican Secretary of State, Cardinal Willebrands, and key members

of their staffs.

From my meetings in the Vatican during the week of July 19th, it is clear to
us that the Pope and highest Vatican authorities are prepared to discuss
such issues as the Nazi holocaust, anti-Semitism, diplomatic relations with

Israel, human rights and Soviet Jews.

Contrary to unauthorized statements by a Jewish representative that appeared

on the front page of the New York Times last Thursday, both the Vatican and
our Jewish leaders ar; not approaching the coming meetings as confrontations,
bristling with hostility. Rather, we approach these critical meetings as
important opportunities for overcoming misunderstandings and restoring good

faith in relations between Catholics and Jews around the world.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is director of international relations for the American
Jewish Committee and presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
Westinghouse Broadcasting System.

MHT: RPR
87-550
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ﬁs ACCEPT VATICAN INVITATION
y Yitzhak Rabi

NEW YORK, Aug. 6 (JTA) -- American
Jewish leaders accepted an invitation by the
Vatican to meet with Pope John Paul Il in Rome
at the end of August or early September, prior to
the Pope's visit to the United States and the
scheduled meeting with Jewish leaders in Miami
on September 11.

The invitation was extended Tuesday by
:Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the
“ Vatican Commission for Religious Relations with

the Jews; in a telephone call from Rome to Rabbi -

Mordecai Waxman, chairman of the international
affairs department of the Synagogue Council of
America (SCA) and chairman of the International
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations,
(1JCIC).

After a two-and-one-half-hour mecting
Wednesday in the offices of the SCA, representa-
tives of the 1JCIC decided to accept the invita-
Tion.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, -international affairs
director of ‘the American J¢wish Committee (AJC),
told Treporters that the meeting with the Pope
should “clear the air® and the misunderstanding
that resulted from the Pope’s recent audience
with President Kurt Waldheim of Austria who is
accused of being a Nazi war criminal.

*There are fundamental and difficult matters
to discuss,” Tanenbaum told the Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency Thursday. "We want 1o review
with the Holy See the meeting with Waldheim and
the whole question of the Pope’s attitude toward
the Nazi Holocaust."

Tanenbaum said that the Jewish leaders, by
accepting the Pope's invitation, are hopeflul that

the meeting "will open the way" for their partic-

ipation in a mceting with the Pope in Miami on -

Sept. 11. The Miami meeting was in doubt follow-
ing the Pope-Waldheim meeting June 25, 2 meeting
that angered and upset American Jewish leaders.
The Jewish community was angered not only
by the invitation to Waldheim but also by the
Pope's failure to mention the fact that Jews were
the main victims at the Maidanek concentration
camp. The Pope visited Maidanek last May and
listed 14 nationalities whose members were mur-
dercd by the Nazis. He did not mention the Jews,
although 850,000 of them were killed there.

Full Agenda To Be Discussed

A statement issued here Thursday by the
SCA said that the meeting with the Pope in Rome
would last between 60 to 90 minutes. It said that
"the full agenda of Catholic/Jewish reclations
would be discussed with the Vatican Commission
for Religious Relations with the Jews and the
Vatican Secretariat to be followed by a meeting
with Pope John Paul IL" :

The members of the 1JCIC are: The Syna-
gogue Council of America, World Jewish Congress,
American Jewish Committee, B'nai B'rith and the
Isracl Interfaith Association. Since 1972, 1IJCIC
has represented the world Jewish community in
discussions with the Vatican on Catholic/Jewish
relations. .

Waxman said Thursday that other issues to
be discussed during the Vatican meetings are

anti-Semitism and the Vatican's continued refusal

to recognize the State of Israel.
As for the Miami meeting with the Pope,

Waxman said: "We reserve our final decision on -

whether or not to go to Miami for the ceremonial

meeting with the Pope pending the o’utcome?

the forthcoming discussions at the Vatican."
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Rabbi downplays significance of another pope-Waldheim meeting
' By Darrell Turner
RNS Associate Editor

NEW YORK (RNS) — An influential American rabbi downplayed Pope John Paul II's
plans to meet with Austrian President Kurt Waldheim in Vienna, next year, describing the
meeting as a matter of protocol required of the pope, whose primary mission will be to
discuss conflicts within the Austrian Catholic community.

! Jews in the United States and around the world were outraged when the pope granted a
Vatican audience on June 25 to Mr. Waldheim, who has been accused of involvement in Nazi
war crimes during World War II. Several U.S. Catholic and Jewish leaders met with Cardinal
Agostino Casaroli, the Vatican secretary of state, in New York July 9 to discuss the
repercussions of the controversy.

On July 27, while tensions were still in the air over the first meeting between John Paul
and Mr. Waldheim, the Austrian Catholic news agency announced that the pope will visit that
country June 24-27, 1988, and will meet with Mr. Waldheim in Vienna.

One of the participants in the New York meeting with Cardmal Casaroh,_Bahh.LMic__
Tanenbaum, di or the Ameri ee, had just
returned from a visit to Austria and the Vatican when the 1988 papal visit was announced.

He told RNS that the visit should be placed in the proper context.

“In fairness, he’s not going to Austria to meet with Waldheim,” Rabbi Tanenbaum said.
“He’s going to Austria to resolve some of the deep problems that are going on within the
Austrian Catholic Church.”

The Conservative rabbi compared the situation in the Austrian church to that in the
Netherlands Catholic Church, where a conservative hierarchy has been battling liberal trends

 among priests and laypeople.

Rabbi Tanenbaum noted that the invitation to John Paul was extended “not by the
government, but by the Austrian Catholic bishops.” But since the pope is also a head of state
— Vatican City — “he will have to go through the motions of meeting with the head of state”
of Austria, the rabbi said.

On two successive days, Newsday, a daily newspaper on Long Island, reported that
Rabbi Tanenbaum had met with top Vatican officials during his visit to Rome and had
presented several proposals for easing the interfaith tensions that arose from the papal
audience with Mr. Waldheim. The suggestions included a “‘substantive” meeting between John
Paul and Jewish leaders in New York during his September visit to the United States or a
major papal talk about the Holocaust, anti-Semitism and the state of Catholic-Jewish relations.

Another participant in the New York meeting w1th Cardinal Casaroli, Rabbi Gilbert

Klaperman, presndent__mgjgnagggu_e_(:ouncnl of Am : Rabbi Tanenbaum

was representing all the
“He is expressing our point of view, » the Orthodox rabbi said. “We had expressed that

to Cardinal Casaroli when we met with him. All of this was pretty much orchestrated” before
Rabbi Tanenbaum went to Rome, Rabbi Klaperman said.

b Rabbi Klaperman said he was pleased that the pope plans to visit the site of the
Mauthausen concentration camp during his visit to Austria next year and that he hoped
John Paul would acknowledge the specifically Jewish aspects of the Holocaust. Those aspects
have been muted or omitted altogether from other concentration camp visits made by

the pope, he said.
With regard to the pope’s plans to meet Mr. Waldheim, Rabbi Klaperman said, “I would

think that it would be highly tactless at this particular juncture.”
Another participant in the New York meeting with Cardinal Casaroli, Bishop William H.




|
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Keeler of Harrisburg, Pa., chairs the U.S. Catholic bishops' Committee on Ecumenical and
Interreligious Affairs. He told RNS that Rabbi Tanenbaum hatﬁ‘;:auy_sﬂ_lwﬁ

| interesting ideas” in his meetings with Vatican officials b_l.lldeclil'w’___ﬂ_h_nlmmgmur
viability.

Bishop Keeler said he felt the Waldheim controversy had “created a little bump” in

Catholic-Jewish relations but added that he felt it “has been an occasion for reaffirming the
good, solid relationships that have been created” between Catholics and Jews since the Second
i Vatican Council of the 1960s.

i The prelate suggested that “it could be very useful for people to see some of the very
. strong statements that (the pope) made on the anti-Jewish aspects of the Holocaust” during his
visits to Germany and Poland.

| Asked if he wanted to comment on the planned 1988 meeting between the pope and
Mr. Waldheim, Bishop Keeler chuckled and said, “No, thank you.” /
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JEWS-MEETING 'Aug. 6, 1987 (530 words)

JEWISH, VATICAN OFFICIALS TO MEET, BUT AGENDA REMAINS UNCLEAR
By Barb Fraze and John Thavis

NC News Service :

Jewish leaders have accepted an invitation to meet with Pope John Paul Il and leading Vatican officials, but what
will be discussed remains unclear.

Father Pierre Duprey, vice president of the Vatican’'s Commission for Religious Relations with Jews, said Aug. 6 that
the meeting probably would deal with a broad range of Catholic-Jewlish religious issues, but would not include discus-
sions about the pope’s June 25 meeting with Austrian President Kurt Waldheim. ;

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, director of international relations of the American Jewish Committee, said pamclpants would
discuss preset topics, including the pope-Waldheim meeting and its ramiﬂcstlons. . :

Officials from both sides expect the meating to be in late August. ' '

Jewish leaders hope the meeting will help put Vatican-Jewish relations back ‘‘on track,”’ Rabbi Tanenbaum said Aug.
6. Vatican-Jewish relations have been strained since the pope’s meeting with Waldheim, who has been accused of Nazi
wartime activities in Yugoalmrla Scm Jowi ah leaders have threatened to boycott a meeting scheduled with the pope
in Miami Sept. 11. ' B

About 20 Jewish leaders met for three hours in New York Aug. 5 to discuss the imrltatlon from Cardinal Johannes
Willebrands to Rabbl Mordecai Waxman, chairman of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Conisulta-
tions. Cardinal Willebrands is president of the Vluun Secrelanat for Promoting Christian Unity and the Commnssmn
for Religious Relations with Jews. ' : = W

In June, Jewish leaders requested a meeting with the pope to discuss his decision to meet with Waldheim. But in
a statement issued after the three-hour New York meeting, Jewish leaders said the invitation from Cardinal Willebrands
followed a July 9 consultation in New York between four Jewish leaders and Cardinal Agostmo Casaroli, Vatican secretary
of state. ' 3 : '

‘*At that meeting, the implications of the Waldheim issue and other matters affecting Catholic-Jewish relations were
discussed,” the statement said. ' o

Rabbi Tanenbaum said ‘‘there are real and difficult issues that have to be dealt with'’ in the meeting with Vatican
officials.

He said that after the conversation with Cardinal Willebrands, Rabbi Waxman told him the meeting would be with
Cardinals Willebrands and Casaroll and members of their respective secretariats. He sald Jewish leaders expect to talk
about the pope-Waldheim meeting, Vatican and Jewish perceptions of the Nazi Holocaust and the issue of increased
anti-Semitism. =

‘‘We were told that the next day there would be a meeting with the pope'' that would last 6§0-90 minutes and woulid
include frank discussions, not formal statements as planned for Miami.

But an informed Vatican source said the Waldhaim visit was not expected to be an issue in talks with Cardinal Willebrands
or the pope. The Vatican view is that "it’s over — the Holy See received this person and now it's history," said the
informed source.

Father Duprey sald the Vatican has '‘nothing to discuss about the (Waldheim) question in this meeting."

Vatican officials said the meeting would include Cardinal Willebrands and others on the Commission for Religious
Relations with Jews. '

‘“At the end, it's foreseen that Cardinal Willebrands will present these people to the pope, with a view toward the
meeting they will have in Miami,”’ said Vatican press spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls.

MORE TO COME
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JEWS-MEETING ADD Aug. 6, 1987 (370 words)

Add to JEWS-MEETING of Aug. 6, 1987:

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the pope has ‘““made magnificent statements at Auschwitz,’”’ but did not mention the Jews
when he visited the Nazl camp of Majdanek in June. The rabbi said 850,000 Jews were killed at Majdanek, near the
Polish-Soviet border, but they were being *‘revised out of history.’’

He also sald polls in Austria showed that anti-Semetic activity doubled in Austria after the pope’s meeting with Waldheim.

‘‘Jews were perceived as criticizing the pope,” but they were criticizing the pope’s decision to allow the meeting,
he said. '

Jewish leaders want to discuss ‘‘the consequences of these kinds of actions,’” he said.

Rabbi Tanenbaum also said Jewish leaders were ‘‘embarrassed’’ by statements by Elan Steinberg, executive director
of the World Jewish Congress.

Steinberg told the New York Times that Jewish leaders would want to convey their ‘‘anguish and pain as well as their
shock and dismay’' about the pope's meeting with Waldhulm. He also said that while there was ‘‘no formal linkage
... we can’'t ignore the fact that what happens in Miami depends to a great extent on what happens in Rome beforehand.”

Rabbl Tanenbaum said Steinberg’s statement “‘bristles with confrontational hostility’’ and did not “‘reflect the mood
or the tone” of the Jewish leaders at the New York meeting.

Gunther Lawrence, director of public information for the Synagogue Council of America, said Jewish leaders’ accep-
tance of Cardinal Willebrands' invitation ‘“‘was In no way a quid pro quo’ for the Miami meeting.

““At this point everything as far as Miami, while it is going forward logistically, is going to be reviewed after this meeting,”
he said. _ _ '

Lawrence glso sald Jewish leaders were pleased at the roles of U.S. bishops in arranging the meeting with the Vatican.
He especially praised Archbishop John L. May of St. Louis, president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops,
and Bishop William H. Keeler of Harrisburg, Pa., chairman of the NCCB Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious
Atfairs. |

The International Jewish Committee for interreligious Consultations has represented the world Jewish community
in Catholic-Jewish discussions with the Vatican since 1872. Member agencies are the Synagogue Council of America,
the American Jewish Committee, B’nai B’rith intemnational, Israel Interfaith Association and the World Jewish Congress.

e —
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CUTTING EDGE #94...Time Running Out on Pope Visit... 1650 words
by Edwin Black/International Features
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NOTE TO EDITORS: No new developments as of August 4. GRAPHIX:
Headshots: Tanenbaum from AJC, Pope from file, Pope-Waldheim from

services.

Time is running out for Jewish and Catholic leaders pursuing a
rapprochement prior to the Fope;s Sep;ember 10 ;isit to the
United States; according to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, the Jewish
community’s ad hoc .point man on negotiations.

Both sides are desperately seeking to undo the substantial
damage to. Catholic-Jewish relations caused by the Holy Father’s
June meeting with Austrian President KQrt Waldheim, a reputed
Nazi Qar criminal. Tanenbaum, just returned from meetings at the
Vatican, declares "much progress was made." But, hé-adds. n“it’s
simply too‘qlnse tﬁ call. What happens during the remaining weeks
of August will determine whether the Pope’s visjt.isla major
advancement for Catholic=Jewish relations, or a major setback."

At stake are relations on two separate but interconnected
levels: the Pope’s problematic but hopeful relationship with
world Jewry, in;luding Israel; and the progressive relationship
between 52 million American Catholics and US Jewry. In Rabbi
Tanenbaum’s view; the latter relationship seems the more
important.

“During the twenty years since Vatican II," explains Rabbi
Tanenbaum, "we have overcome institutional Catholic anti-

Semitism, including hostile stereotypes and the teaching of
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by Edwin Black/International Featu%es
g2-e-c contempt for Jews who were portrafed as the killers of Christ
condemned to wander because they did not accept the messiah.
Whole textbooks have been changed in Catholic secondary schoolss
colleges and even seminaries.'"
Adding that "Jewish attitudes toward Christians have also
improved;" Tanenbaum asserts,; "in every city of the United
States, there is nmow a network of friendly relationships between
Catholic bishops; nuns, priests anmd lay people and their Jewish
friends and neighbors working together. It is a virtual
revolution in mutual esteem," he declares, "and none of it came
easy. It took a lot nf"wurk by both the American Jewish Committee
and the Anti-Defamation League leadership. Those gains, of
immense importance, are simply too precious to fhrnw_away.“
To preserve the progress; key leaders from the two
communities have undertaken a series of joint meetings "to

" as opne participant phrased it. Some have

contain the damage,
been highly publicized, such as the July -9 gathering in New York
between Vat{can Secretary of State Cardinal Agostino Casaroli and
the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious
Consultations (IJCIC) on which Tanenbaum sits.

"But the more important progress has been achieved at gquiet.
unreported sessions, such as a July 20 conference in the
Washington offices of the U.S5. Conference of Bishops. Dﬁring that
meeting of three leading rabbis and three Catholic officials,
“the issue of damage control was given a much higher priority,"

according’ to a source with knowledge of the meeting. The six

-leaders agreed on "several joint programs to take place <<{ital>>
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after the Pope’s visit to dramatize the continuing strength of

Catholic-Jewish solidarity,"” the source revealed. The group also
agreed that the key to solving the current crisis rests in the
hands of the Vatican, not American Catholics.

Even as the July Eo_uashington meeting was underway, Rabbi

Tanenbaum was in Rome for a meeting with.a high Vatican official,

attempting to salvage the scheduled September 11 Miami meeting
with Jewish leaders. Clearly, the church hierarchy was willing.
From the outset, Vatican officials went out of their way to
accord Tanenbaum an enthusiastic reception. On short notice,

schedules were changed to receive him, and everywhere the rabbi

was greeted with sincerity. "I was very impressed by their

responsiveness,” recalls Tanenbaum. But Tanenbaum did not fail to
clearly enunciate Jewry’s continuing objections, beginning with
the .Waldheim meeting.

Armed with a just completed Austrian poll, Tanenbaum
declared thgtugnt;-Semitism_had virtually doubled in éu?fria to
24% of the populace as a direct result of John Paul’s meeting
with Waldheim. "That’s the consequence of these kinds of
meetings,"” Tanenbau@ told his counterparts.

Church officials explained that they too afe'uncomfnrtable
with the Qaldhei@ meeting, distressed by the mew Austrian poll
and in general frustrated by the implications of the whole
affair, according to sources briefed on the ﬁeeting. Inidefense-
the Vatican stresseg however that the_Pope did not reguest the
meeting. Waldheim pressed for a private a;dience on three

separate occasions, exploiting the Vatican’s stated policy of
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granting a private audience to any democraiically'ele:ted head 6f
state. When the Pope continued to refuses; the Austrian gnverﬁment
notified the Holy See that it was "holding the Vatican to its
stated policy," a source explains.

But Vatican sources édd.that pressure or not, they have no
evidence that Waldheim "personally pulled a trigger or killed

anyone himself." It is learned that Church officials have

reviewed files of the ngbslav war crimes commission and United

Nations archives, but have been denied access to the U.S. Justice
Department files tha{zprnmpted Atforney General Meese to place
Waldheim’s name on the “"watch list."”

Unwilling to accept the Vatican’s rationale, Tanenbaum
reminded'Church_nffiﬁials that the Pope also met with deposed
Uganda dictator Idi Amin, and PLO chairman Yassir Arafat. To
this, Vatican officials replied that Amin was a head of state,
and Arafat was the head of a giant organization who was urged to
abandon terfnfism and seek'peace in the Mideast. "The upshot from
the Vatican’s view," said a source familiar with the meeting, "is
thig: what is past is past-- it happened. Now we must deal with
the Pope’s upcoming visit to America.”

‘That visit has the Holy See clearly worried. A gamut of
protesters from TWA stewardesses to gays and radical nuns plan to
picket his.tuur. Charges of insensitivity to the Holocaust and a
bnycat% by“jeﬁish leaders "is simply something the Uaticén wants

very much to avnid," explains Tanenbaum. Moreover, continues

‘Tanenbaum, "the Pope genuinely wants to communicate his feelings

of friéndéhip for the Jewish people."” As a Vatican official
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expressed it in Rome shortly after his meeting with Tanenbaum, ..
"The Holy Father is anxious that his meeting_with'the Jewish
community in Aﬁericg go forward in a fruitful and friend{g
manner. It is very important.“

Tanenbaum told his hosts that if they were siﬁcerg,

"something will have to be done to clear the air." Four ideas

emerged:

1) A Holy See meeting between His Eminence and Jewish

leaders prior to the American visit could settle issues. But this

seemed remote.given the difficult summer schedules of both the
Jéwish and papal officials needed.tnlcuordinatg_sukh.an event.
2) A Qinﬁerg meeting with John P;ul Il might take place in
Hanhattgn;.which Tanenbaum described as "a.city of Jewish |
strength aﬁﬁ honor” and far more meaningful than any Hiami_

ceremony. This,wnuld‘require adding a city to the Pope’s

_itinerary, which itself would be deemed an important gesture.

Hope was held out for this possibility.

3) If time did not permit a meeting before or during the
Pope’s four, a commitment to a later meeting with Jewish leaders
would also allay concerns. This option also seemed possible.

4) The most likely possibility discussed however was "the

issuance of a comprehensive statement unambiguously declaring the

Pope’s view about the Nazi perpetration of the Holocaust,"

according to Tanenbaum. "The statement would include a clear
understanding that the Holocaust is unigue to the Jewish people,
and that they were the sole proposed victims of the Final

Sclution. Tanenbaum remarked, "There seems to be some question of
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not indicate whether such a statement could come about as an

. encyclical, as part of a speech, a letter or even as informal
remarks. Tanenbaum commented that if the Pope felt a statement
was appropriate; “how he does it of course tota;ly.up to him. It
is his.prnbiem, and he has to solve it."

Concern arose in some Jewish gquarters that Tanemnbaum was
preéenting'the Vatican with conditions. "No," replies Tanenbaum.
“These ideas first arose out of the July 9 meeting with Cardinal
‘Casaroli. He asked, ‘what do you think might be helpful?’ and
these ideas emerged from the give and take. Under no
‘tircumstances are we dictating solutions; only diséu55ing ideas.
In fact, throughout, we havelavoided even proposing what they
should do because it must come from them."

‘But some Jewish leaders also expressed concern that
Tanenbaum despite the best of intentions might foster:thé belief
that the Jewish community was "monolithic” and that ﬁegctiatidns
with a éjngle representative could bind millions of diversely
thinking Jews. "I respect Rabbi Tanenbaum,"” asserte Anti-
Defamation League national chairman Burt Levinson, reached at his
Los Angles office. "But the ADL has not given him a license to
negotiate on our behalf, mor has American Jewry appointed him
their sole representative. None of these four conditions or terms
have been discussed with us in advance."

Rabbi Tanenbaum is international director of the American
Jewish Committee. But he explains that when dealing with the

‘Pope’s visit and when talking to the Vatican, he is functioning
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as a member of IJCIC, the body organized Jewry has indeed
appointed to oversee Jewish involvement with John Paul’s visit.

Levinson nonetheless made clear that while the ADL still
plans to boycott the Miami event, if the Pope indeed offered a
gesture to the ngish pecople "by agreeing to the four idéas Rabbi
Tanenbaum has discussed-- or indeed any other ideas they may-
think appropriate-— this would address our pain as a community,
and then we would be happy to go forward with the meeting."

Yet Levinson stressed that the ADL’s final decision will be
made by the organization independently-- regardless of what the
Pope does or deesn’t do about the Waldheim affair. Speaking
compassionately for reconciliation,; Levinson declared, "Should I
brush aside the Pope’s proven love and respect for the Jewish
people because of what he did with Waldheim? I have to look at
what he has done, including his courage and cnmpasgioﬁ for Jews
during the Holocaust. The Catholic Church indeed needs to provide
us with some solace, but the ADL will evaluate that by itself."”

Tanenbaum however insisted that any decision would be made
in the month of August to avoid a "last minute"” boycott. "Unless
the clarification we seek comes this month," said Tanenbaum, "the
whole question of Miami seems off."

# # #

Edwin Black’s weekly syndicated column is published by Jewish
newspapers in 50 cities throughout the United Sfates and Canada.
copyright 1987

International Features
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o, ® ° One possibility: a new Papal pronouncement

en S]_tl V E ty on the Holocaust, anti-Semitism and perhaps

: : even Catholic-Jewish relations — if only to re-

: : : : state the Vatican's position on such matters.
Should the Pope meet Whatever the method of communication,the
. i a 0 able to a way to make
with Jewish leaders here? certainthatits position on these delicate mat.

ters is widely understood.

. The : Vatican is
hardly unaware of
the Waldheim prob-
lem. When Vatican
Secretary of State
Agostino Cardinal
Casaroli met here
earlier this' month
with Jewish leaders,
he pointed out that
the Pope has con-

i . demned Nazism on

many occasions. But that unusual meeting
came together only after John Paul II's audi-
ence in June with former Nazi Kurt Waldheim,
the recently elected president of Austria.

Yet more needs to be done. Different per-

. ceptions of that meeting’s significance can

still add to misunderstanding. A New York
Newsday survey revealed that in the city 89
percent of the Jews polled disapproved of the
Waldheim audience; by contrast, 49 percent
of city Catholics approved of it.

That Waldheim audience must not be al- .
lowed to turn into an even bigger problem.

-Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum, an American Jewish

Committee official, proposes that the Vatican
add New York to the Pope’s itinerary when he
visits the U.S. this September for the purpose
of meeting with top Jewish leaders. Not a bad
idea. New York, as the center of the U.S. Jew-

- ish community, would in fact be an ideal place

for Jewish leaders to discuss with the Pope
their concerns. Indeed, agreeing to such a ses-
sion in New York, a stop not now on the
Pope's nine-city itinerary, would itself be a
significant gesture that could immediately
help dissipate the cloud hanging over Vati-
can-Jewish relations.

But if a New York meeting is not possible,
perhaps some other gesture might suffice.

s
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"“he Rabbi and the Vatican

Marc Tanenbaum, who has devoted his life to better understanding between Jews and Catholics,
hopes to persuade the Pope to do some fence-mending in New York

By David Fireslione

HE MAN wolking through the

T omale corridors of the Valican

laat week was e rabbi from

New York, but judging from the recep-

tiuvn he got, one might have thought he

curried o diplomstic passport from a
Bupcrpower.,

"l wuna received with a great deal of
seriousness,” said Rabbi Marc Tanen-
bnum, somewhat sheepishly. "People
chnnged their scliedules within 24
hours to meet me. Cardinals came out
uwl incelings o say hello and greet me.
1 olmost felt as il 1 were the foreign
minister of the Jews being received -
there.”

In fuct, Tenenbaum is director of in-
ternalional affairs for the American
Jowish Committee, but by virtue of
the preeminent position he has held
for 20 years in fvatering better rela-
tions between the Jewish community
and the Christian world, the de facto
ambaasadorial status conferred by the
Vatican is understandable. Tanen-
baum wos meeting secretly with Cath-
olics in the 18508, when such contacts
were forbidden, and he continues to be
n prormincnl veoice of catabilishment
American Judaism when the two reli-
gioun groups have a falling out.

Tanenbaum visiled the Vatican last
week Lo help repair the damage caused
when Pope John Paul Il met in June
wilth Austrian President Kurt Wald-
heim, who has been accused of com-
milting Nozi war erimes. Tanenbaum
tuld Vatican officiale that the Pope
should stop in New York on his up-
coming American lour to meet with
Jewish leaders, or barring that, should
pt lcast make a major speech about Lhe
Nazi llolocaust and onti-Semitlism.

The recognition accurded Wnldheim
hy the Pope, Tanenbaum said yester-
day, was virtually a personal blow
ngoinst the work that he and other
Jewish Jeaders have done in promet-
ing a dislogue between Catholics and
Jews.

“I have demt.ed llurally all my pro-
feanional life Lo help mie-
underestanding, to hmlding s mutual
reapect and 8 mutual caring for one
nnother, and I'm very proud of thst
record. [ think the anger and the feel.
mg of distress over this meeting is so

1 precisely L weo have be-
come accuslomed to the fact that

" Cutholic-Jewish relations are general-
ly very positive and very trusting.
When it happened, withouil any ad-
vance notice, there was almost a sense
of vialation.”

The high expeclations in the inter-
fuith relationship are quile recent,
hiowever. Before the Vatican 1l council
in 1962-65, Cal.hullu were forbidden
from cngaging 1 dia-
logues with .luu or Prolestanls, and
Jews were still officially described in
Catholic history books as the killers of
Jesus, Tanenbaum was the only Jew-
ish represeniative lo that council,
which resulled in the 1965 Vatliean
Declarstion on Non-Christian Reli-
gions, which denounced anli-Semitism
ond banned the Christ-killer charge.

“It was one of the grest historical
expieriences of my life,” he eaid. ™1 hl-.
erully felt myself participating in'a
dramstic change i in the 2.@0—yur¢|ﬁ

= acwrasg

Rabbl Mare Tansnbaum, de faclo ambassador to the Vatlcan

‘There was greater
progress made in twenty

years since

the close of

Vatican Council Il than
has taken place in the
last 2,000 years.’

relationship between the Catholic
church snd the Jewish people. And as
| heve repeatedly said and written,
there wna grealer progress made in
the past Lwenly years since Lhe close of
Vutican Council Il than hes token
place in Lhe last 2,000 years.”

A virtual explosion of dialogue and
good feeling between Catholics and
Jews followed the declaration, and
Tanenboum, who was then director of
.he commitleo’s depnrtment of inter-
" religious offuirs, began Lraveling to,

vmnnlly ﬂery manr Ameru:ul my l.n,

......«.-—-.-q-w-.-
i o
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get the two groups talking to each oth-
er and learning sbout esch other. He
worked with Christian leaders o re-
vise their 4extbooke, and tried to heal
the rifl that developed between blacks
and Jews in the late 1960s.

It is thet sense of repairing, of work-
mg dlplomntl:ally and not tnnl'ronl-l-

Lo griev

has sat 'I'menimum 61, and the e-hb-
lishment organitations such as the

American Jewish Commillee and the .

Anti-Dolamation League apart from

R L A weie

-the more nclwut Jewuh groupe. Tk

] kun Magaozine, & liberal Jewish bi-

munlh]y published on the Wesl Coast,

ed plans Lo org
demonatrn:ona agoinst Lhe !’npe
when he arrives, a tactic thal Tanen-
baum criticized.

He noled that black Christiane in
South Alrica have insisted the Pope
nol visit their country on his trip Lo
the continenl next year because he
met with South African President
P.W. Hotha in 1984,

“Look how clvlhud the Jewish re-

is in parison with Lhat,”

Tanenbsum said. "We are not saying
he has no right v come Lo Amorica
because of Waldheim. Apariheid is a
horror, but the Nazi Holocauet was a
massive human Lragedy in which six
million people were destroyed. Yet
Jews are still prepared o talk to him,
which says something obout the civil-
ity and rationolity of the Jewish re-
sponse o this. Jews do not want to
Jjeopardize the very good relationshipa
which have developed between the 52
million Romon Cotholica in America
and the Jewish community.”

There has been criticiamn in the Jew-
ish eommunity, however, over the

. setming nced Lo scek approval from

Christian denominstions. In laat
week's issue of Lhe New Hepublic,
Leon Wieseltier, the mogazine's liter-
ary editor and a scholar of medieval
Judaiam, wrote that it was "disgrace-
ful” of some Jewish leaders Lo seck an
sffirmation of Judpoism's validity aL a
rec>nl convention of the United
Church of Christ.

“Sometimes the attemplt Lo I'md com-
mon ground L rether undi
fied,” Wicaeltier said in en lnlerwew
yesterday. “"No sell-respeeting Jew
should care less sboul what the Pope
thinks. Considering the long history of
Christian persecution of Jews, Lhe
Cathalic Church in particular does not
have a brilliant record of caring much
sboul what the Jewish communily
thinka.*

Wieseltier said he was not being
critical of Tanenbaum, but of the con-
descension by some Christians toward
Jewa.

Tanenbaum, however, said such a
beliel ignored the historical impor.
tanee of the tranaformation in Chris-
tian atlitudes. Growing up in Balti-
mare, the son of Orthodox immigrants
from the Ukraine, he said he frequent-
ly heard the story of how his father's
brother, Aaron, was l'ornh!y drowned
by & Christian mob in the Uknmq
that had been infl dbyaR
Orthodox priest’s Good Frld.ny sermon
sgainst the Jews. And in leaser forms,
overt discrimination continued in lhe
United States, he said,

“It's because of the work of what we
so-called estnblishment institutions
have done over the past forty years in
removing anti-Semilic barriers and
discrimination that Jewiesh kids,
thank God, today are free Lo go Lo any
major college or university, and are
able o get jobe without discrimination
in execulive suiles all over America.
It's these institutions that did thet,

"We're not asking lor gratitude, be-
cause it's been our moral obligation,
our duty. Dut nor do we ask thel we be
condemned or. rejecled for having

‘worked ‘so olfocl-lu.ly Sor llms Dene-

ﬁt.' e
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Vatican, U.S. Jewish Leaders to Meet in Rome
‘Substantive’ Discussions This Month o Include Waldfmm Affair, Other Tensions

By Laura Sessans Slzw

W ingon Post Solf Meltey

The Vatican has moved Lo repair
Cathofic-Jewish relations, which

have eroded since Kurl Waldheim,
the accused Nad who is presxdent ©

of Austria, visited Pope John Paul Ul
i Jume,

Cardinal Jan Willebrands, bead of
the Vatican Coounission for Reb-
gious Relxtions with the Jews, late
Tuesday mvited Amwerican Jewish
leaders to a “subslantive” meeting
with the poatill in Rome laler thus
month, before the pope’s scheduled
visil lo the United States io mid-
Sentembes.

\'iMebrands extended tha imvita-
tion by telephone to Rabbi Morde-
cai Waxman, chairman of the loter-
mtional Jewish Committee on In-
terreligions Consullations, acourd-
ng lo Jewish olhaals.

Waxman yesterday called a moet-
wig of Jewssh officials who voted to
accept the iovitation, althongh lwo
Orthodox leaders abstaived.
~ "This represents a significant
breakitbrough in our {eosions,” said

abbi Ma
ioternational tebhaos lormdlhe
American I[;ym g;mmggs a
principal figure ' receot oegotja:
tions with thc Vatican over the
Weldbeim meeting.

That meeting drew a storm of
ptoles‘l from Jewish leaders around
the world Becauvse of s alieged
Nazi past, Waldheim bas been
barred from visiting the United
States.’

Tanenbanm, a2 nmajoc figure in
Catholic-Jewsh relations for dec-
ades, characterzed the meeting
with John Paul Il as “ungrecedent-
ed.® Mectings between pontiffs and
Jewish leaders are rare and almost
exchnively ceromonial, be said.

At this one, the Vatican has com-
niited fisell to “wubstantive discus-
sions® on msues relating to the
vnique suffering by the Jews during
the Holocaust, Tacenbaum said.

The pope’s invilation was gcen as
2 major concession (o Jewish lead-
ers and American Catbolic bishops
who had presured the Vatican for a
meeting to clear the air poor to the

S ey
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Smce the Waldheim controversy
erupled in late Juoe, the bishops
had been working lo singoth over
rclatioos, according to  Russell
Shaw, spokesman for the Natiopal
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
The jovitation, Shaw said, "is a tes-
limony Lo our goad [aith and good
will toward the Jewish community.”

Durmg the pope's U.S. visit, John
Paul Ul 2nd Jewish Jearkers originally
were scheduled to meet on Sept. 11
in Miami. But afler tic pope held

“ his private meetiog with Waldheim,

beaders of several Jowish organiza-
tions said they would boycotl the
Miami mecling.

Taoenbaum said he expects the
Miami mectmg will take place if
Jewish kaders can persuade the
posie Lo issue a dectaralion followiog
theic summit m Rune. That state-
soent, Tancnbaum sad, should
make dear the pope's (celings
about the Holocaust aod the suffer-
ing endured by the Jews during the
1930s and 1940s. Tanenbaum said
Jewnish teaders akso will ask the pon-
tiff o 2ddress the problcm of -

c:eas&-rl incidences of anti-Semif'sm
that Tanesbauwm said bave oc-
curred, notably in Burope, sioce lhe
Waldbeim affair, .

The Jewish keadecs” meeting with
the pupe, expected o be abowt an
bour long, will lolow a daylong dis-
cusson oa Cathalic-Jewrsh relstioos
with Cardimal Agostino Casarofi and
his stall, according to Tavenbaum,

The rapprocbement evident in
yesterday's events began in New
York in carly July. accordimg to
Tanenbaam, at a bastily scheduled
mecting between Casaroli and four
Jewish leaders, inclxding Waxman
and Tancnbaum,

Ducing that dscussion, jJewish |

laders expasned to Casaroli what
»n "incredible offense” it was to
them that the pope would meed with
Waldhenn and make no ruference Lo
the [lckcaust, Tanenbeum sid,
They o' Casaculi 1:al sometimes .
Joho Paul Il shows great senaitivity
to the Jews'-suifering during World
War 1l and that at aller lUmes, he
seems Lo ignore it, 28 in bis visit
earlicr this year to the Magauck
labor camp in Polaod.

w Post %lglg7
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Week of July 27, 1987

ESSAYS IN THEOLOGY
"The Pope and Waldheim"

By Richard P. McBrien

Pope John Paul 'II should not have granted an audience to
Austrian President Kurt Waldheim, the exculpatory arguments_of
some fellow Catholics notwithstanding. .

First, the visit had nothing to do with pastoral ministry.
Mr. waldhéim did not ask for the sacrament of reconciliation, and
if he had, he could have been referred to a competent confessor
in Austria. | o

‘Secondly, the pastoral office of pope doesn't require him to
see everyone who happens to request an audience. Indeed, Pope
John Paul II has been discriminating in the past.. Be refused to
see Father Hans King following Kiing's censure by the Vatican in
1979, and he algo declined Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen's
request for an audience until after Hunthausen had accepfed the
Vatican's terms for the full restoration of his episcopal
authority in Se&t;le.

Thirdly, the Pope isn't required by diplomatic law to
receive every head of state who seeks an audience, and surely he
is not required by any religious mandate. The Pope is a state
leader himself only by an accident of history. _

Theologically and pastorally, it would probably be better if

he weren't a head of state, and for the very same reasons that he
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hihself has ordered priests and nuns to resign from their
political offices.

The Pope, like every priest, ;s preeminently a moral leader.
As such, moral considerapions must always outéeigh political and
diplomatic considerations.

Ictonically, the Jewish community has made the moral argument
against the Walaheim audience in Catholic terms, that is, in
terms of symbolism and memory.

Even if Kurt Waldheim does not represent the worst of the
Nazi era, he has nonetheless become a symbol o£ that'£errib1e
era, "the ultimate symbol of denial and evasion® (Open Letter
from the American Jewish Congréss'to Pope John Paul II).

Catholicism is a religion of symbolism. It is rooted in
the principle of sacramentality: the divine is embodied and at
work in the human, the infinité in the finite, the holy in the

profane, the spiritual in the material, and so forth. As the

Protestant theologian Paul Tillich used to insist, nothing is

"Just a 'éymbol.“
Beyond its symbolism, our Jewish brethren have argued, the

Waldheim audience offended against humanity's collective need to

remember. Catholicism, too, is defined by its ritual commitment

to the memory of Jesus' death and resurrection. At the Last
Supper, Jesus asked his disciples to "do this in memory of me."
To forget is to betray the faith.

The "most sacred command of our generation"is indeéd"not

to forget how silence became indifference, indifference became
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complicity, and finally turned into a nightmare of slaughter for
millions upon millions" (Open Letter).
| Those of us whose hinds are not completely clean are

especially obliged to remember. To'foréet is to remain in guilt,

and then to.compound it.

Why, then, should the Pope have acted with such apparent
insensitivity, and so soon after his triumphant third visit to
Polaﬁd? And how is it that the Vatican could have been
"surprised and grieved® by the reaction to the audience?

This isn'4 the first time that papal aides have

‘miscalculated public reaction. The advisors who encouraged the

Pope to go forward with the Waldheim visit apparently were the
same people who also encouraged him to try to bring the Jesuits
under direct papal control, to restrain the Brazilian hierarchy,

to rein in American religious women, and to strip Archbishop

Hunthausen of his pastoral authority. 1In each instance, the

Vatican had to retreat from its original course.

But the Waldheim audience is a fait accompli. Andlsome

Catholics are now saying that perhaps the Jews are too éensitive
anyway and that they give no credit for the efforts of our
Church--yes, even of Pope Pius XII——oh behalf of the victims of
Nazi barbarism. Perhaps on both counts. But only perhaps.

The Holocaust itself is not a ®"perhaps.® And whatever the
actual record of the Vatican and the Catholic Church generally

during theINazi era, no one could reasonably describe that

record as courageous, forthright, or prophetic.
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The Waldheim audiéhce has left many Catholics echoing the
reaction of Cardinal Albert Decourtray, of Lyons, France: "I am
still trying to understénd the reasons for this visit, bﬁtuI must

say that I have not understood.”




\ ﬁ“ 3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N.W.
_ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. ..2183/87/5 June 22, 1987

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director, International Relations
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56th Street -

New York, NY 10022-2746

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

In the absence of the Apoatohc Pro-Nuncio. pernnt me to
respond to your cordial and informative letter of June 19th.

First of all, allow me to thank you for your constructive
efforts to deal temperately with the regrettable controversy
surrounding the upcoming visit between the Holy Father and the
President of Austria. Underlying all of this tension is our
hopeful prayer that the blessed and welcome progress made in
understanding and friendship between Catholics and Jews over
the past years will not be damaged.

Secondly, please be assured that the . sentiments of the
American Jewish community have the deep respect of the Holy
See, and that we here af the Nunciature have given your
statement careful study. While we obviously will not agree with

. some of your proposals and conclusions, we still revere them and
appreciate their sincerity and cogency.

Specifically, Rabbi Tanenbaum, you ask for a meeting with
... the Apostolic Pro-Nuncio "for the purpose -of discussing our
~+ -profound concerns over the meeting with Pope John Paul and Dr.
Kurt Waldheim . . ." Since we have nothing to add to the
official position of the Holy See as evpressed within the enclosed
communique, and since we feel that we are already doing our
best to communicate the sentiments of the . American -Jewish
Community to the Holy See, we. ask your understanding that we
© do not see any constructive purpose in such a meeting at this
©  time.
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. You also asked us to relay to the Holy See your petition for
a meeting with Pope John Paul II prior to his pastoral visit here
in September. In your letter, you indicated that the purpose of
such an audience would be ". . . to discuss a number of basic
issues on the Catholic-Jewish agenda . . . " It would help us
in our transfer of this request, Rabbi, if you would kindly

elaborate in writing the precise nature of these "basic issues".

Might we suggest that, if you do feel a meeting between
Catholic and Jewish leaders would be valuable, you would make
such a proposal to either John Cardinal O'Connor, the
Archbishop of New York, or the Most Reverend John L. May,
the Archbishop of St. Louis and the President of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Matters in reference to the
upcoming visit of His Holiness to the United States, as well as
those concerning friendship between Catholics and Jews in this

country, would be much more prudently and effectively dealt
with by these two leaders.

I again erpress my respectful gratitude to you and to the
esteemed groups which you so admirably represent.

Sincerely yours, _
' ] \ ]
@MM-D ¢ e
Monsignor Celestino Migliore
Charge d'Affaires, a.i.



FOR IMVEDIATE RELEASE

On Saturday morning, June 20th, the Holy See's Press Office
released the _fol_lqv#ipg communigque co_ncern_ipg' the forthcoming visit

of the Austrian President, Kurt Waldheim, to the Vatican:

1. It is both surprising and profoundly saddening that the
announcement of the visit of President Kurt Waldheim to the Holy
Father should lead some to express, rather cléarly and loudly,
questions or doubts about the esteem and respect of the Pope and
the Holy See towards the Jewish people and, in particular, about
the position of the Jewish people regarding the inhuman persecution

which struck them.

Less than two months ago, during Pope John Paul's pastoral visit to
the Federal Republic of Germany, the international news media gave
ample and fair coverage to the homilies and speeches in which the
Holy Father -- especially in those honoring the three great figures
of Edith Stein, Rupert Meyer and Cardinal von Galen -- condemned
"the folly of a cruel racism” and repeated his most profound hatred
for the extermination camps in which millions of Jews, along with

many others, were sacrificed.
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Again on Sunday, last June 14th, speaking in Warsaw to.
representatives of the Polish Jewish community, the Holy Father
recalled "the terrible reality of the extermination" of their nation,
and he spoke these words: "The nétion of Israel, today perhaps
more than ever before, finds itself at the center of the attention of
the nations of the world. First of é.ll. because of this terrible
experience. Through this experience. you have become Ia great
voice of warning for all of humanity, for all nations, for all the

powers of this world, for all systems and for every single persbn.“

2. At the same time, the respect and esteem which the Holy See
is bound to have towards every other people or nation is also
evident. This is so in the present case concerning Austria which

is an ancient and noble Catholic country which, for centuries, has

" been linked to the Holy See-by cordial relations.

Last year the Austrian people democratically electgd as President of
the Federal Republic Mr. Kurt Waldheim. Mr. Waldheim had
previously served two terms in the high ranking office of Secretary
General of the United Nations in New York. Election to such an
office requires the previous agreement of the five permanent
members of the Security Council of the United Nations. While in

that position, Mr. Wadheim performed many missions of great
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responsibility for peace and international cooperation.

The Austrian President had officially expressed the desire to
undertake a state visit to the Holy Father as head of ‘the Fedel_'al
Republiec. Acceding to this request, the Holy‘ See understooa_ that
it was fulfilling its responsibility stemminé from diplomatic-ties with

Austria.
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THE POPE AND WALDHEIM

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

Two weeks ago, the Pope won international acclaim for courageously
challenging the Polish Communist regime for its repression of human rights
and its denial of social justice. Within a week of his triumphal return
to Rome, the Holy See announces that the Pope will receive Kurt Waldheim
whose Nazi past violates every basic value the Pontiff was heroically

defending just days before.

What are we to make of this apparent moral schizophrenia? Is this
a replay of the foreign policy of Pope Pius XI| and the Vatican during the
19305? The obsessive (but justified) anti-Communism of Cardinal Pacelli
led him to bring off the signing of a Vatican concordat with Adolf Hitler
(neverijustified) on the principle that Bolshevism is a greater threat to
the Church than Nazism. |s Pope John Paul:ll making a statement that he
repudiateg unequivocally Communist oppression of human liberties but that
he is willing to close*his eyes to what Waldheim represents -- the acqui-
e;%nce of a Catholi¢ communicant with the host brutal totalitarian regime

in human history?

This Waldheim episode is all the.more troubling to the Jewish people
in light of the Pope's earlier visit to the Federal Republic of Germany.
During the May trip, he focused muchof his attention on the presumed -
resistance of German Catholics to the Nazis. And, as everyone knows, he
began the beatification procedures of the much-publicized Jewish-born
Carmelite nun Edith Stein, Father Rupert Meyer, and Cardinal von Galen.

Obviously it was his prerogative to do so. £

But the crucial moral issue, as |l Messagario, the Italian newspaper

was later to comment, was not what the Pope said in Germany, but what he
left unsaid. What the'Pope left unsaid was that the German Catholic church
and millions of her faithful communicants were guilty of massive conformity
to ﬁhe Nazi regime. A Catholic scholar, Dr. Gordon Zahn, in his study,
""German Catholics and Hitler's Wars,' makes that judgment in unambiguous

terms:



"The German Catholic who looked to his religious superiors for spiritual
guidance and direction regarding service in Hitler's wars received virtually

the same answers he would have received from the Nazi ruler himself."

Even more compelling is the fact that the German Catholic Bishops
themselves have been struggling in recent years to face the terrible truths
of that horrendous history in ways that Pope John Paul |1 noﬁ appears to
revise. '"Our country's recent political history,' the German bishops stated
in a 1975 pastoral letter, "is darkened by the systematic attempt to wipe
out the Jewish people. Apart from some admirable efforts by individuals and
groups, most of us during the time of National Socialism formed a church
community preoccupied with ihe threat to our own institutions. We turned
our backs to this persecuted Jewish people and were silent about the crimes
perpetrated on Jews and Judaism. ...We feel particularly distressed about the
fact that Christians even took an active part in these persecutions. The
honesty of our intentions to renew ourselves depends on the admission of this
guilt, incurred by our country and our church." =

The meeting thiﬁwreek bﬁtween the Pope and Waldheim could betray those
honest intentions and =t Y(give a wrong message to young German and

Austrian Christians who want to face that bitter past, not deny its reality.

o

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, Director of International Relations of the American Jewish
Committee, is an expert on Vatica-Jewish relations. He was the only Rabbi
present as guest observer at Vatican Council II.
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" bromically, Feinstein, who is Jew-
ish, was one of three U.5. mayors
mf@tm of Congress

: IovitEtion  erroneoualy recagtion
. dats la Wednaadey, mn-u:m"m.
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(declined to be named in print. Sept. 11 nears ity Coundl
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the June 25 meeting between the wilhbdkwhhl o Northern Cali ?Md” ¢ Rab
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Feinstein to host $250—per-person papal fund-raiser

(Continued from Page 1)
dicated after the meeting that they
were impressed with the ardlbnslk

ties have worked
many years on issues of mutua.l
conceTn.

'S y and
* JCRC chairman Andrew Colvin
sent a letter to the Papal Nuncio,
the Vatican's U. S. representative in
D.C. P the
Waldheim meetng. The Nuncia-
ture replied that **we are trying our
best to canvey lo the Holy See the
feelings of the American Jewish

community.

* Tikkun ne, a national
progressive Jewish I b
lished i Oakhnd has call

““"‘.f.'
the during his visil to ¢
Unnr:PS:ates

® A planned meeting Sept. 16 in
Los Angeles between the pope and

religious leaders may be boycotted
by rabbis and Jewish leaders who
had been invited, according to
Rabbi Alfred Woll, rabbi emeritus
of Wilshire Boulevard Temple and
cvordinator of the meeting. “There
has been no decision, except the
mmgnms seems 1o be that il there

from the
an leﬂhdilrm'lfw]md

he told the jowish Bubletin,
* The Amencan Jewish Congresa
has said it will not participate in 2
mghlmwcm the pope and
lﬂmﬂl aders in Miami Sept. 1L
While other national jewish argani-
zations still have not announced
whether will be present, they
have asked for an earlier, more pri-
vate mena;wnhmepopemdu-
cuss the Waldheim audience
San Francisco's uuymand Jew-
ish leaders said the controversy
was especially sensitive here,
where there has been a strong bond
MGMCMMM
the ]ewull mmmmmy
city,” said Feinstein, “leaders of
the Catholic and Jewish

S I Jewish bers of the
welcoming committee cited
the ties between those two com-
munities as the reason they are
warking with the mayor on
of the pope’s visit.

For example, Eugene Friend, the
commissioner of San Francisco
Parks and Rmum and a trustee
of the je P d Uni
of San Francisco, said that while he
strongly d with the pnpt £]
meeting with Waldheim, the “ex-
cellent relations between the Jewish
and Catholic communities m!.l be
here long after the pope’s visit.™

Another committee member,
Melvin Swig, chairman of the
board of directors of USF, con-
curred, adding that Ahe city's wel-
coming of the pontiff would be no
different than that for any other
head of state, including President

Declaring that “‘even though I'm
upset that he [the pop-r] saw fit to
meet with Waldheim,”” Swig ex-
plained that even if there is dis-
agreement with n!ﬁd.l]

Haurt Waldhatm
| BUCLSNCE BNOETS Jews

Blum, the mayor's husband, whose

name also appears on the invitation
for the July 23 reception.
The mayor ex| that al-

though she mdur!ﬂl the national

“‘we honor the office.”

Two other committee members,
San Francisco Airport Commis-
sioner Morris Bernstein and attor-

petition p Waldhei
meeting, ‘she did s0 mmtly because
of its call for Vatican ition of

“send a warm 10 the Jew-
ish community, a:ﬁ would put
|Waldheim's] visit in context.”

mnuywn»dﬂmlilhupyw
tunity arises during the pope’s
vim she will press him on the is-

Cuncern: within the mainstream
Jewish community have not fo-
cused mmly on recognition, &
long-standin, n(? sore pmm but on

th¢ with
ruuomily have hb:kd a blow to
Catholic-Jewish relations.

Those relations also were dis-
cussed at the June 27 meeting with
Quinn, Semel and Myers.
At that session, the Jewish repre-
sentatives cited as concerns: -

¢ The recognition given 1o
Waldheim bylh: pope in what they
said was a “warm and laudatory
fashion’" as opposed to his recep-
tion of other world leaders of

whoml\cdnaﬂmved.
* The lack of response from the

v-mmloﬂnmqueslfwaum;
with Jewish leadets prior to his
U.S. tour; and

» The dismay of Holocaust survi-
vors who interpret the action as an-
other instance of indifference and

Israel. It would be “"a tive

‘I.:,I by lh¢ llﬂrn-]ewhh

step the Vatican can take lo ease a
E:\nngmudalmnhmmh
tein said

tinue to serve on San Francisco's
ing committee.

S.F. Fire Commissioner Henry
Berman, however, said he “de-
ndednolmuwﬂwmme:am
mmeﬂm:au,udltu"‘ Idhei

The was initiated by the
Simon Wiesenthal Center of dilps
md-howumdurxdby

(D-San A

nufmqumnﬁmnhuhl-toh-
caust held by the Archdiocese of
San Francisco earlier this yeas, be-
lieved to be the first in the country
by such a Cathalic body.
Cdvuulmerluﬂu?apal Nun-
similar to

peahrWﬂnlmw{D»iFl
d that the state of

cident,’” although, he utd, he
“probably will help Dianne.”
Other Jews serving on the com-

Israel, which she visited last year
for the first time, remains utmost in
the minds of "every Jew in the

:hon brought to Quinn. The reply
from Washi which dited that
Holocaust service, read, in pan,
that “‘underlying the tension is our
prayerful hope that the current re-

controversy will m dnm-

“In our mittee are business leader and real wu!d.myulimdukdl‘ fi age the frendship and
estate te Walter St islong ing berween Catholics and jews. ..
and \ banker Richard  Recognition, she said, uwﬂ in San F

to Michael Lerner of
Oakland, Tikkun magazine’s editor,
however, n\eetmf or letters be-
tween Jewish and Catholic repre-
sentatives are not the answer.
Demonstrations are the only means
of sending a message to the pope,
he saidl.

“It would be & iragic error for
American Jewry if we fail to greet
Pope John Paul’s September visht
with mn:lw dgmm in the

Am-l:an Jews mn! transcend
this orgy of civility and bear wit-
ness in a more fitting way to the six
million of our brethren murdered —
by publicly expressing our anger at
the outrageous act through which
the pope publicly legmuuud
Waldheim's presidency.’”

The puzpme of the protests, ac-

Lerner, would be tg de

mand l.he Ymun demonstrate

its respect for the Jewish by

the state of giv-

ing a full account nf Csﬂuﬂk
Chmdl s role

punh to Vatican, md imple-

Wmmﬂmdlmmm its

uui-ﬁn\iﬁm
Indmieﬁinﬂudmrﬂun

sponse, he said, must be “an un-
ambiguous statement of apology
and penance to the Jewish people.



His Excellency

Archbeishop Pio Laghi
Avostolic Nunciature

3339 Massachuseétts Ave., X.W,
Washinegton, D. C. 20008

Dear Archbishop Laghi,

In resvonse to the thoughtful suggestion of Monsignor Celestino
Misliore, Charge d'Affaires of the Apostolic Wunciature, we take
the likerty of presenting to you our formal request for an audience
at any early dste with His Holiness Pove John Paul II.

We would ®e gmrateful if you would communicate our request to the
sopropriate authorities in the Holy See,

The purpose mfxmwexfsxirz for such en audience grows out of the
need for a substantive discussion of several issues in Cetholic-
Jewish re3ations whose importance hagse Been underscored by the
recent controversy resulting from the audéence granted by the Pope
to Dr, ¥urt Valdheim, presédent of Austria.

Among the questions which we wish to discuss and seek clarification
are t he followine:

1) Is it possible to devise a method for advance communication
between the Yoly See, the avprooriate ¥Yatican secretariats, and

the Internstional Jewish Committee for Interreligious Constltations
in order to avoid misund@erstanding and public confusion when
difficult, potentially conflictual pro%lems emerge?

While resvecting completely the autonomy of the Holy See as well

as our own autonomy &8s independent kodies, it seems evident that
advance knowledee of such events 2s the Waldkeim audience might have
allowed to mammikx consult borether in a way that could have led to
a gifferinx different decision. ¥ailing that, a beéter shared
interoretation could have keen developed for the kenefit of everyone.

2) Are there sienificantly differing interpretations emerging kretween
the Pope and the world Jewish communities over the eventszfx the

Nazi ¥olocsust and its respective meanines for. the Jewish people,

the Christian peoples, mnéd thew orld at large? Is it vossible to continue
referring to Auschwit, or Maid jasnek without conceete reference to

the wmakax uniqueness "of the "™inal Solution" intended solely for the
Jewish people while, at the same/ time, fully acknowledging the massive
horrors suffered by Christians and others?

3) What role can the Catholic Church and the Jswish people pley in
contrisuting to the peaceful resolution of the Middle FEast conflict
for the wenefit of Jews, Christiens, and Muslims? Would mmX there not
xbke benefit in discussine in an open, noncommittal spirtt the critical
questions of Vstican diplomatic rélations with Israel, the destiny

of a unified Jerusslem, and a constwmctive future for the Palestinian
neoples through non-violent means.
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i)' Is it possikle for the Holy See anéd the International Jewish
Committee to cooperate more fruitfully in &dvancing the cause of
human rishts, narticularly religious likerty and t he avoidance of
relisious intolerance in various parts of the world where such
denials of human dignity are increasinsly vexing and threatening?

These, we kelieve, are central questions that we feel the heed

to discuss with Pope .Tohn Paul II in & spirit of respect, friendship
and candor.

We sincerely believe that such conversations would help clear the
air between us before the Pope's visit to the TTnited States in
Septemker,

¥We avpreciaste your willingness to forward these thoushts to
the Moly See in our %ehalf,

Respectfully yours,

~J
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June 19, 1987

His Excellency
Archbishop Pio Laghl
Apostolic Nunciature

3339 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20008

Dear Archbishop Laghi,
| hope this letter finds you in good health. It has been some

time since we last met, and | recall with pleasure our last good
conversation In Washington. '

At a meeting of all the major Jewish rellglous and communal
groups held this morning In New York, | was authorized to wrlite
to you with a view toward seeking a meeting with you, or, In
your absence, with your deputy next week.

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, chairman of the International Jewish Com=-
mittee for Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC), and Rabbi Gilbert
Klaperman, president of the Synagogue Council of America, would
head a delegation of representative Jewish leaders for the purpose-
of discussing with you our profound concerns over the meeting be=-

tween Pope John Paul |l and Dr. Kurt Waldheim, president of Aus-
tria.

We wish also to apprise you of the desire of all major Jewl sh
groups to arrange an early audlence with the Holy Father In.order

to discuss a number of basic issues on the Catholic~Jewish agenda,
including the Waldheim affair.

May we look forward to an early reply to this request?

Reﬁpectfully yours,

Rabbl Marc H. Taﬁenbaum
Director
International Relatlons

MHT:RPR

cc: Rabbl Mordecal Waxman "
' Rabbl Gilbert Klaperman .

New York, New York 10022-2746
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THE PAPAL AUDIENCE WITH HRLDHEIH - A HOCKERY OF HORALITY
WINS RELIGION COHHENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUMX OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Official representatives of practically every major Jewish religious and
communal organization have been meeting frequently durlng last week to
discuss the decision of Pope John Paul Il to receive with full state
honors Kurt Waldheim, the unrepentant Nazi who is barred from the United
States. | have taken part in all those-meetings. and | cannot recall'a
time when Jewish leaders have been so shocked and distressed.

There is great respect for the Pope among Jewish leaders. Their anger is
directed against this incredible decision, not against the persoq.of'the
Pope. There is also an awareness that Waldheim is not Austria, and tﬁat
Austria is not Waldheim. o - S

The core of Jewish resentment focuses on the fact that Waldheim has lied
about his evil deeds as a Nazi officer for some forty years. No major
Western democracy will receive Waldheim, who refuses to acknowledge his

participation in Nazi actions in Greece and Yugoslavla that resulted in
the death of thousands of Jews and Christians.

Waldheim has relentlessly pressured the Vatican for this audlence. He
clearly wants to exploit the moral stature of the Pope as a slgn that
he has won instant absolution for his slnful past, without confessung
his sins. Should that happen, it would indeed be a desecratlon of the
memory of every human being, especiallx the six million Jews, messacred
by the Nazis. - - I

Pope John Paul has courageously challengeg repressive leaders of Poland,
Chile, the Philippines, among others, demanding they turn.aﬂay from o
their evil pasts. We would hope he will do no less next Thersday to
:Kurt Waldheim, the unrepentant Nazu who makes a mockery of every moral
pruncuple the Pope and the Catholic Church stand for.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is director of |nternatlonal relations for the American .
Jewish Committee and presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
Hesthghouse Broadcasting System.

rpr
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THE AMERICAN JEWIEH COMMITTEE

date
to
from

subject

July 9, 1987
Ceri Rozanski
Ernest H. Weiner

"Visibility" - Phase Two

Phase One, should you be confused on the code, emphasized local
programmlng to galn press attention. Phase Two, through July,
will be aimed at "high class and think pieces".

Seriously, Marc's op<ed piece captured the entire op-ed page

. and is particularly timely in this issue, since our Jewish

mayor,Dianne Feinstein, will be hostlng a fund raiser on July
23 to defray expenses for the Pope's visit to San Francisco in
September (see clips of page 1 story)

Best regards,

enc:

cec: Bert Gold ‘//
Marc Tanenbaum
James Rudin
Eugene DuBow
Mort Yarmon

WnNpUeRJoOuwaw
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COMMENTARY

If one were pressed to summarize the entire furor over the
incredible meeting between Pope John Paul Il and Dr. Kurt
Waldheim into a single phrase, [ suggest the following
would be close to the mark:

Kurt Waldheim, the unrepentant Nazi officer, hijacked the
pope and the Vatican for his own whitewashing purposes.

When Waldheim left Rome two weeks ago after his audi-
ence with Pope John Paul II, he is quoted as saying to the
press that his meeting with the pontiff was ‘‘a much greater
success than | had

Waldheim had good reason for feeling jubilant. Despite
the year-long controversy over the Austrian president’s
Nazi past — and his lying about and denying that past for
some 40 years — ﬂuppedmemmmahumgh pup!
reference to those gnim facts. Instead, the pontiff spoke’y)
Waldheim in idealized terms as ““a diplomat and foreig

rabbi marc h. fanenbaum

GUEST COLUMN

minister as well as your activity in the
United Nations. . ah\raysdcd.u:aledlotlle
securing of peace among all countries."*

Responding, Waldheim referred to Pope
John Paul 11 as “‘the conscience of man-
kind," as if to suggest that the papal em-
bodiment of the world's conscience had
completely exonerated him. Thus, the
¢4 worst fears of the Jewish people about this
I B4 audience were realized — Waldheim ap-

1 pears to have obtained instant absolution
of his sms, without ever acknowl his activities in
Greece and Yugoslavia as an officer in the ruthless Nazi
Army Group E.

Many implications flow from this incomprehensible epi-
wde&talcaﬂfmdunmtmumdmsponsiblem
mby&&m!amd}ews.esptcnl]ybyuwhmwm
ities who orchestrated this morally bizarre event.

First is the moral damage that the audience may well
_ cause to international law and order. In effect, the world-
mdeyubtmtypmtoﬂunpa;lmmpmﬂmi\'ddhm“-
udes the message that er Nazi, every murderer,
oimmalandtenmn!edmu!eelmy t or remorse
over their evil deeds. If they manage to lie about their anti-

they might even obtain instant absolution
ence with the pope or his surrogates. Waldheim did just
that.
Sccondismehauedﬂm\fah:mpohcyo{whazmm
mnumwmyhudofm&.?nﬂ!ﬁl
tory or moral character. If a head stauwholsa&&mln:
udshﬂ&nmmapnp:!mdmmlbwmandmlhnm
her sins and ask for forgiveness, that is an entirely private
matter between the pope as universal pastor and the Catho-
lic believer. ]mnmdothernun—Caﬂmlmhavemsm\dmg
to raise guestions about such mnurn,nulmnn
how or bad the moral character of the
llm;ghtbemlhuc&v:im]emlomﬂnhﬂulmh

uhachumphn rele-
vmlwl.he\hld}um ituati b‘tour

actions of a would-be t{mdmgwmun)

i mmcwimuplmﬂymamhmmmm
Ewmcwrwhelmngmdshmforwsuﬂduds;
he or she must make a firm determination to turn away
from such-wrongdoing; and, the crucial text, the mitmt
must demonstrate changed behavior. Waldheim

h actions successfully, mdh&ngammdbnsmush,
uman o boigen.ind

Unrepentant Waldhelm bailed out of isolation by pope

The pope-Waldheim audi also raises questions of
moral accountability for how the head of state makes use of
that audience. When PLO chieftain Yasir. Arafat manipu-
lated.an audience with Pope John Paul [I.(not a private audi-
ence, as generally believed), his henchmen plastered the
phmognphdthememlhu\nmmmﬂwu

Third World press ﬂuapdnn.m-
variably, was a version of “Pope Blesses PLO Policies. "

caught up with the exploitation of that
"g::moppomnﬁy"hykah‘lmdhismm

i Idi Amin of U, did exactly the same thing
with a photo he took with the late Pope Paul VI. Amin,
whose PLO guards and Maoslem tribesmen massacred nearly
mmw&-:»mmammc;m ex-
ploited audience his
aﬂwuﬂle&kmmdbyhhﬂmm mfxﬂu‘mﬁm
wggﬂtm hl&upopemdmevwﬂn “’bleas” Immur-

'l‘htmﬂquutbnmm Hmﬂpﬂm
the door of your apartment to a confessed burglar or
mmmwmmmsmhmu
rape its women inhabitants, is it morally responsible to say
only, ’A]Ildndw;nnh-thmmﬁwmdm Freedom of

you
But the real and ultimate question is: Whyd.iduu\m::an
mltdmnnptew&maudumwhxhn |

- Austria. After the United States put Waldheim on “the

|

? And

knew would be controversial and possibly
the answer to that crucial question, | believe, lies buried
deep in the internal politics of Austria.

Waldheim has been a major embarrassment to Austria.
The Social Democrats have became increasingly vocal in at-
tacking the People's Party, which nominated Waldheim for

the presidency, for shame and isolation to
watch list,” barring his entry, the People’s Party began a
desperate effort to break out of the vise of Austrian
isolation and rejection by the U States and Western Eu-
rope. .

The Vatican became the pole vault out of that isolation
and humiliation. Since Austria’ smuhﬂmnsahmﬂﬂper
cent Roman Catholic, and since is a real danger of po-
hnalmmwﬂmAmﬁ&:WaldhemboﬂmthM
the pope and the Vatican, responding to the
entreaties, decided to help bail them out through this audi-
ence.

But the haunting question that won't go away is: Why did
Pope John Paul 1l have to capitulate so completely on
Waldheim's terms?

Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbsum, director of Intemations! refations tor
mmmm.mhmmu—n-

Y

guest ob &t Vatican






