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POPE JOHN PAUL II AND THE J5VS - A TURNING POINT 
by Marc H. Tanenb~wn 

' 

The jou.rney across the Tiber Riv er....Jscs:pt 7 7 q ., Sept.ember let, 

from Rome to the Pope 's summr:: r res~nce in Castel Gondolfo was 

~g;9s.ily one of the longest journeys in Je1,va.sh hiSiory . 
/ 

On that warm I:tg)j a.Q inorn.in~hree Va t~n limousines drove 

nine .&lf uo, represent~.:rl,.:;:;r'ca 00n::u ~~c .f·wr t.Ae t\'lieed S tatee., 

Ei4rapP. T,a tin Ameri ca , !>nd Ier""el from Vaali:can 6i ty to the Pope 's 

su..T.mer villa; i~ ~Lrs }~Q@ts:: eelot ed .ri':th ce.i tv.t y village L1 thcA Ll:l~n
e lJ:'i · Before the t.elev-icie.l::l c·?mera 0 "' na media of the vrrld, the 

Swise Guards greeted us ~th a formal salute, and the Papal chamberlains 

whisked us into the Pope's reception room. 
Days bef:.bre our "unprecedented" conversation with Pope J 0 hn Paul 

.... ._ --~ . S· 
II I I wandered throu.gh the ,gar:::·gw I grimy' str0 ets of the d r t9li ghetto 

~ ~ 

.a.n~ left be.alt of the Tibe-r. Tb"'± vjcit i~tg tfic !Ellilla!ICS of Je·:-3£h . ~--~-~ /....J..-
hli!'~er:f ~lived under e8.rlier Popes ~vas a poignant remin9.er 

ne light years that Cr~.tholiccs and Jew·s have iira.Ye1fed in modern 

1kYf ~s 3oaai::i. Jr.·1h;h ,ghetto was established by one •t::i.e-P . Fope, 

Paul IV ~o in 1555 1 ~creef.t~ th:e ael32cem~;r:it ri Jews 1' ir the.· Christ

ki l lersJ ~be~~~s. I t was this Po~~ who ordere.d all Jev;s 

to 1~:ea.r a yellow hat - precursor to Hitler's yellow star - as a symbol 

of their pariah status. Before the Piazza Guidia, or J e1:.flsh square, 

stands the Chv rch of Santa Maria della Pianto where gh etto Jews tsere 

farced to listen to sermons for their conversion. 

- I 

( During the 15th 8.nd 16th ceroturiee, it was custornry at carnival 

time to force half-naked Je ws to race around the Piazz3. N~vona to 

jeers· and bea tings by the hostile cr~f!ds, frequ ently incited by 

anti-JeJi sh sermons) Such VJas the demonic pattern of Catholic-Jea.li_sh 

relations under Papal direction for much of the _p3. st 1, 900 ye8.rs, 

~elieved only occas i onally by a compa ssionte Pope l&ho intervened to 

prevent acts of· vffiolence and persec~ion age~inst the Je\1/s in their 

Papal ni'" ~ ~ 

~-· 

I 
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Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of~he Vatican · secretariat 
\ . . 

for Religious Re la tdlans with Jude.ism, announced th!.~.t a.n officiar. Ce.tholic 

document would "be prepared examining 1, 900 yea·rs of\ e.n ti-Semitism in 

the Christian West, a.nd proposing concrete mea~ns for uprooting its: .. 

po!i,,sonous 'fie eds throughdmt the world . To that· ·unpr.e'cedented proposal 

peze~s a ~jor achievment of our Vatd:can di·scussions - the Pope . 

respon~~. "I support that study. I endorse ·it wholeheartedly." 

The ttPgeat tttteetio.11 of the absence of full dip~omatic rel~-tions 

between the Holy See and Israel was a;'1so disc~ssed,:fl:i:l:y. stth tae 
'-..,.; 

Fope and '~H?.r;Lie:~ ·wii* Caraiaal Agee=t;iao ·C!9.saf'oli, Va tltan Se ere tary 

of Stoti', ~nQ ,C-=-rd i~'@e-1i _}il iJ 1 g~paad'F aig.a~B:is staff. The Pope <R:E sa.id he 

und.ersood how central Israel and J.erusalem are in ttthe con:::ciousness 

of the Je~~sh ]feople. ~A. b~ea.~-~~ough :id;l. couu:r.i.ll~iQ-:?. ti'j~ took. plB. ce ·when 
V CIT.· ~ ;;8~..;.-r.- :J. t, {I v 

Cardiml Casaro.li/agt 'e~omeet with us from time to time to explore 

£1n?t'::er the obstaclest' that ste.nd "in the sa.y of ful]J_ normRiliza t ion 

of rel.B. tions. 

~u Friday morning, ~hen the Pope meets si th Jes~sh leaders in 

Mia.mi, I believe he should be ·ftelcomed With ~:l&!i¥e good v.1ill. Despite 
11"1>1.ibf1n9 

the fits· and starts in the recent past. this Polish pope has a better 
I\ 

track record on JelVish issues a:nd on hunan .rights than e.ny of hj,9 

predecessors ,-excep -1; ~ossi'bly ~- the. late t (1 fope John XXIII. 



rr-

;]J}Y- b4: -~~~.7 
PO~ this ~x ... ·e ctei.a-t morning, Pope John Paul II, dress·ed in sim3)le 

white vestments, demons~~~::. :i121 Jir.:tni!e:;i __ t' b'a>dE hix f'e';]ection of that 
anti-Je~ish past.~'tiis esire to build a new future bet~een the Ca tholic 

- I\ 

Church and the Jev.; ish peopl~, based on 

respect. 'ft er shaking hands . ·th each of 

th·e Pop e j oind:la our semi-circle . 

There were no prepa red speeches sermons for our conversion. 

Instead, aie l!ie ii1ad 1'' O!Yicedr Pope ~ cTo@ _Paul II sat and · list~ned to vmat 
-f<> ~'\ KM-.> idf.e. M,..ij" #\C..5 V\.Jl.>IU Y'4.f.ftne{ ~ • ~,./ ~ 
was on bur h~a'rts and minds .~~ e1iff eFi1:::.1g 8!!i¥S, 'ach of· us b spoke our 

~e resppt for ~~i percoa of this irnpreseiwe ?onftiff an expressed 

apprg~eP his commitment to the princ~ples of the Second Vatican 

«ouncil' s historic declaration , N0 stra Aetate, ~ich · ur ed "brotherly 

dialogue" beteren 6,tholics and Jev;s More than any .of his predecessors,- · 

~s globe-trott· Pope has raet with Jew~sh leaders 
-occasions~ each time rejec emitism e.nd·affirming respect a nd 

friendship f or t he Jevvash people and Jud.etiem. ~~'<-

Precisely because his record h~s been so strong a.no positin~ ~ 
the "surnrises 11 of the Waldheim audiende, and. the earlier Yasir Arafat 

meeting ~~e .so shocking to world Jewry. ~ie were deeply concerned, 'Ne 

S-9,id to the Pope, r~~~~ ~Ol'!9ri~g Waldheim through '-' Papa,~ audience ~ 
iu..:fu. il:i~g ev~:i:.l t~ ;mgJi:tiai(;l1is N° si "Ptcf. ~unintended nessage ~ttle go~ 
~ to millions of Ca tholic youths in Ger.many , a~r:ia, ~x Poland, and 

e"l.sevvhere that the~ r\ locB-yst ha~ become irrelevant, not even worth 1lD ·! rmo;;:r 
a mention in the presen~e of thi$ Nazi lieliltenan t. 

The Pope c 1 early eot1g.Q.t t__o g,nticipatelthis W-?ldheim dis·cussion 

in his opening remarks to us: ... ~1ea iq.e c~ia, " Today is SJJptember 1, 1987, 
the 48th anniversary a:f the Nazi inv~sion of Pola.'1).d, I · know what the 

Nazis did to my Polish nation. I kno;; what suffering they inflictedm on 

the Jev'4.sh people." And then l a ter, to a small circle of us .dz=mkre
ga_.theree ;crrQund Htm, he said. "The monstrous evil of the Shoe.h must be 

overcome by the good •. " y 
(Those sen iments fol ow'ed the ~ RmIER movi g words he wrote 

in a letter to Archb"shop Jnhn May\~f St. Lui~, ~re ident o~ the 
.. .... 

Na.tional Conference: o Catholic and a t ruste friend of A.lleri can 

Jewry: "We Cnristians pproo, ch w: th i :n...1Ilense r sp~,ct•;tl e Pope sa,id, "the 

terrifying exper ience 

during the Second World 

the exte mirat"on , th Sh6~,h, .suffered by the Jews 

~r, a nd w·· . seek to gr sp ~ts - ost authentic, - \ . 

specific , and u_i'l iversal m aning .. ;~ . - , per missabie for a.nyone 
\ 
\ 

\ 
I 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date September ·15, 1987 

to · . AJC Officers, Area o·i rec tors 

·from Marc H. Tanenbaum; Oi·rector 'of lnternationa.1 Relations 

subiect Meeting Pope John Paul and Jewish Leaders in Miami 

. You have undoubtedly read the press reports -- including the New York 
Time~ and JTA -- on the meetin.g of Pope John Paul 11 with some 200 
Jewish leaders in Miamt on Ftiday, September jl . 

As you. know, AJC was represented by our President Theodore Ellenoff, 
and· other officials -- Leo Nevas, Robert Jacobs, Edward Elson, Sholom 
Comay, Herbert Cohen, Richard Maass and Elmer .Winter • . AJC staff were 
Jim Rudin, Judy Banki, Benita Gay·le:-Almeleh; W.i.lJ iani Gralnick, Haina 
Just, and myself. 

Enclosed are copies of the texts presented by Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, 
chairman of IJCIC and honorary president of the Synagogue Council of 
America, ·arid Pope John Paul 11 ~ 

The enclosed Op-Ed piece from the New Yo.rk Times and my WINS .commentary 
evaluating briefly the meeting may be of interest and usefulness to· 
you. 

I would be very muc_h inter:ested in any'.eval~ation and clippings you 
might have on how ~his. Miami meet.ing played in your .communi.ty. 

Thanks for all your coope'ration which helped us immensely in the 
achievements for Jewry and for AJC. 

~c-· _.,. 
MHT:RPR 

Enclosures 

87-550 
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Septe~ber 13, 1987 

TAE MI AM I MEETING OF THE POPE AND JEWS 

WINS RELIGION COMAENTARY 

RABBI MARC R. TANENBAUM* OF TRE AAERICAN JEWISR COM~ITTEE 

- - - - - - - ~ - - - -
If you were to judge by some of the neW§paper reports, you wou1d t~ink tHat 

.the meeting between Pope John Paul 11 and J~wisH Jeader·s in Miami last .ftJaay 

·morning was a hostile encounter. 

Nothlng could be forther from t he ·truth. The atmosphere at this historic 

meetlng was· lit fact charged wit'h a spirit of great m~tual re'spect, 'even 
·affect ion. If you want to· know .. what was. realty d l.scussed, ye1:1 . *' 11 need to 

f-ead not newspaper fieadl'thes but the complete te~t of the statements d~l t~ered 
by the Pope and by Rabb t Waxman, who· represent~d · the. J~wi sh. c~tiilt ty~ . 

Before the Pope, . key ·members of t.lie Vat lean cutfa, the Ain~frican CatHal le :· 
' 

hierarchy~ iOO J@titsh leaders, R866i Wt?>tinar1 spok~ e1eqta~nt1y of the historic: 
progress made tn Catholic-Jewish relations during the pa.st 25 years. ·He then 

out1 tned major Issues of Jewish concern intludlrig· tfie Wa18hl!Hm. ~ffiiir~ t .He 

absence of diplomatic relations ~~tween the Rdly See arid lsraei • . 

The _Pope then spoke and . roughly ·tW<>-tHirds -of His a~aress #as p~stti9e and 

encoura·ging. He made important theo.logical dec:latations atjout· ·respect ·fc»r . 
. '.-

Jews anet Judaism. Ats condemnatl·on· of the Sfi~afl, ' the Nazi . attempt to ·extt!rrii;.. 

tnate the. Jewish people.· ~as powe~ful ·and · moving . ·Re urged Cathblics 'anti' 
Jews t_o w0rk fogetfier. to assure tAat su~h fioftdrs ·cc:>ti18 n_ever -~~if!I ott:~r• 

Oiily on the issues df. Pius XH's .role in Woi-Ht War 11; . tAe Wa18Hetiti at1dl~nce; . . . . . 

and on Israel and the Palestinf·ans was there ;1~"11sti disa~pblhttttent~ 

But when we me~ with the Pope and V~tican . autti~ri'ties last we~k. In Rome~· . 

conmltments were made to dea.1 with these ·iss1:1es .in the maritHs aAeatL Tfie . . . . . . . . . 

~tami meeting gives C111l of us impetus . and .. hepe fer .a ·eonst.rt1ctl.ve fUfor~ 

in Catholic-Jewish friendship. 

*Rabbi Tanenbaum who is director of ·interriationa1 relations for the American 
· Jewish Conunlttee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WJNS;Westlnghouse 

Broadcasting System~ . 

rpr 
87-550 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 10, 1987 L All 

When the Pope arid Jews Meet 
By Marc H. Tan·enbaum 

· Thl5 Frlday. when Pope 
John Paul · 11 meel5 
wilh Jewish leaders In 
Miami. he should be 
welcumec.I wilh sincere 

· good wall. · 
That gooJ will shwld be bascc.I on 

his record on· Jcll(1sh Issues and on 
human ri~hls, which despite daslurb
lng fils and Slans is bener than that 
of his predecessors (except possibly 
Pope John XXlll) and on a Jcwi!;h 

.delegation's experience at the .Yali-" · 
can and Castel Condolfo last' we-ck. 

· Nine of us, the International Jewish 
Commillee on lnterrelil(ious Consul· 
tallons, emerged. from a S<'rie~» of 
meetings with the Pope and oth~r 
Vatican authorities with a sense that 
they had been productive. · 

These unusual, respectful convcr
sa1lcins - unusual in their frankness, 
lnLensivt'ness and informality -
~ere precipitated primarily by Jews: 
distrus over the papal aud1l'nce 
1ranted to Kurt Waldheim, 'the for
mer Nmzi oftlcer who is now Prcsi· 
denl of Auslri11. America's Roman 
Calholic Bishops played a 1i1nificanl 
' role In hclpina bring the dialogue 
aboUl. 

Our delegallon spent the bcll<'r 
part of twu days t11lk1ng with k~y 
Vatican authorit ies and then with the 
Pope mainly about the moral issue!; 
raised by (he Waldheim affair and 
about the Vatican's reluctance to es-

Marc H. Tanenbaum. a t'abbi, is di· 
reclor of inlernalional rel.al ions of lhe 
American Jewish Commillee. 

·tablish normal diplomoalic . relations 
with isracl. 

While the Pop.e neYer mentioned 
Mr. Waldheim specifically, I came 
away with the impression that the 
Vatican was embarraHed by the 
audience aranted to Mr. Waldheim 
and was determined to shut the door 
un at: I'm equally convinced that· the 
Pope rully appreciates from lint· 
hand experience the demonic .nature 
of Nazism and anti-Sem11ism and is 
profoundly committed to eombatina 
those evils. 

H.e made that clear in has moving 
opening remarks: "Today is Sept. 1, 
1987, the 48th anniversary of the Nazi 
invasion of Poland. I k nuw what the 
Nazis did to my Pulish nation. I know 
what .suff~ring they inflicted on ·the 
Jewish people." Later. he said, "This 
monsLrous evil of the Shoah !Holo
caust I must be overcome by the 

' good." 
· Each delegate :acknowledged 

To that dramatic proposal, a major 
achievement of the dialogue, the Pope 
said : "I support that study. I endorse 
It wholeheartedly." If _that ~Ject 
bears fruit, It could, like Nostra Ae
t~t.~. help transform the Catholic
Jewish landscape for generations tq 
come. · 

The delqaiion expressed vexation 
over the Vatican'• unwi_llinaness to 
establish full diplomatic tics with Is
rael. The Pope replied that _he under
stood how central Israel and Jerusa
lem are in the consciousness of the 
Jewish people. . 

A breakthrough took place, we felt, 
when Agostino Cardinal Casaroli, the 
Vatican Secretary of Stale, agreed lo 
meet with us .'.'from time lo time" lo 
explore the obstacles that stand in the 
way of full, normal relations. 

In a rare public clarification of Its 
· ~iplomatic policy toward lsr_ael, the 
Holy See made It clear that not theo
togical but political problems im-awareness of the PonOU's commit· 

ment to the principles of. the Second 
·Vatican CounC'il's historic declara· 
lion, Nostra Actate ("In Our Time"), 
wh11.:h urged "brotherly dialogue'' be· 
tween Catholics and Jews. Common 
concern was also expressed about the 
nttd to oppose ant1·Catholicism . . 

• pedcd those relations. 

In diret:l response lo our Waldheim 
1Uscussion the day be.fore, Johannes 
Cardmal W11lcbrands, president of 
the Vatican Secretariat for Religiou~ 
Reiation!; with Judaism and 11 trusted 
friend of the Jewish people for the : 
past 25 years. announced that an offi· 
cial document - possibly a papal en· 
cyclical - th.it deeply probed 1,900 
years of al')ti.-Semitism In the Chris· 
lian West would be prepared: 

. This globe-trolling Pontiff has met 
with Jewish leaders on 20 occasions, 
each lime rejecLini ant1-Semtt11m 
and atflrmin& respect and friendship 
for lhe Jewish people and Judaism. 

Precisely because of hi~ strugles 
against Nazism and Communlsa:n. 
and because he keenly .feels lhe 
powerful bonds betwel"n Chrlsticanlty 
and Judaism. I expect that he will yet 
make historic contributions to Catho
lic.Jewish solidarity, and even to 
forging full diplomatic ties between 
the Holy See and Israel. 

A constructive meeting In Miomi 
can be an invaluable steppina stone in 
that 4irection_. U 
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. ffe.i 111B\'91IDDIUl1tllraill'il Arra ··mWJ1trul~ll ~l!(Sl!Ml 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum on catholic·Jewish relations 

Whcri. I was srowing up in a poor, 
ethnic neighborhood in South Balti· 
more. it was a cherished practice on 
Sabbath afternoon for my family to sit 
in our living room and share experi· 
ences. My parents were 
Russian Jewish immi· 
granll, devoutly ortho
dox, who had fted the op
pression, pogroms and 
poverty of czarist Russia 
for the blessed freedom 
and economic opportuni
ties of the United States. I 
was about 5 yean old on 
this particular Sabbath in 
·April as we chatted ani
matedly about the c:omins Passover 
holiday. Suddenly, my father's face 
grew dark and taut, and he proceeded 
to reliall a story from his youth: 

Near his hoUIC iri a .tiny · Jewish 
villqe in the Ukraine was a Russian 
Orthodoll church. On Good Friday, 

. the priest. celebratin1 the liturlJY com-
memoratins the death and resurrec· 
tian or Jesus, WIS emotionally carried 
·away by the im8gery of "the Jews 
kiUins Christ." Throush his sennon, 
be converted his congregation into an 
angry mob that descended on my 
grandfather's house. 

The priest banged OD the door with 
his std' and demanded that the family 
come outside. My Uncle Aaron, a 
young poet livins in Odessa, was visit
ins for Passover. There was an ex
chanse of ansry words between the 
priest and my grandfather. Then the 
priest pointed bis stall' a~ my uncle, 
and the mob led him to the lake at the 
edge of the village. All 300 Jewish 
villapn were forced to come to the 
rim of the lake. In their terrified pres
ence, the priest lifted his stall' and 

· shouted, "We oft'er thi!l Godforsaken 
Jew as ransom for .the. murder by the 
Jews of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour." The screamin1 mob forced 
Uncle Aaron to walk into the lake 
until the waters covered bis head. I 
was never to know my· uncle. 

That was my ftnt "relig1bus" en
counter with Christians. I was con~ 
vinced they believed all Jews were 
"Christ killers," and I believed aJI 
Christiana were Jew killer& or, at least. 
Jew hatera. You can imagine what it 
meant to me to be a gueat obaerver at 

Vatican Council JI and to hear Pope 
Paul VI proclaim repudiation of the 
Christ-killer charge. ·~Nostra .Aetate. •• 
the 1965 Vatican declaration, also 
condemned "anti-Semitism by any· 

one, at any time and at 
any place" and called for 
"mutual respect and fra· 
temal dialogue" between 
Catholics and Jews. 

That declaration and -.· 
the subsequent Vatican. . 
1uidelines on Catholic· 
Jewish · relations have 
brought about what one 
eminent priest in R.ome 
has called "a revolution ia 

mutual esteem'.' acraea the slobc. 
Durin1 the past 20 years. Catholic 

tatboob have been revised to elimi· 
nate almost totally the demonic 
"Chriit killer" imagery;'tcachen and 
seminarians are being trained in the 
new theology that rapocts Jew& and 
Judaism as a livins faith and people. 
and liturgies are increaslnaly liberated 
of anti-Jewish prayers. There ia abun· 
dant evidence that duri113 the past two 
decades greater progress "has been 
made in overcoming misundentanding 
and prejudices between Catholics and 
Jews than in ~e past two millenniuma. 

Only a few· weeks ago in Rome,. 
Pope John Paul 11 received a group of 
Jewish leaden to whom he committed 
himselr to Catholic·Jewish fricndlhip. 
And laat week, as he bepn hla tour of 
the United Statl!!I, he met with aeveral 
hundred Catholic and Jewish leaders 
and renewed his commitment to com
bat anti-Sem.itiam and all the hatreda 
that led. to the trauma or the Holo
cauat. Still unraolved is the matter of 
establishina full diplomatic relations 
with Israel, but I am persuaded that. 
if any Pope will bring that about, it 
will be this atrong-willed, couraseo.ua 
Pol\sh Pope. 

Troublaonie as the papal audience 
with Austrian President Kurt Wald· 
heim was, we dare . not jeopardize 
thoae historic achievements in Catho
lic-Jewish relations. My Uncle Aaron 
would have undentood that better 
than anyone. 

Ratm1 Marc T llllOr'lbaum Ill tho Amcitaari 
JGwlOh Coml'lllltoo'• dlrootor ol 
lrltOmOtlonlll tolctlol\n. . 

A09TAUM Is 111 acioortun1tY for a longer expression of opinion by ruders. Wrtte to Rostrum, 
2400 N Stm~ ltW, Wlslllngton, D.C. 20037-1196, and llldose a.rant photo. 
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JEWISH VISIT WITH POPE ASSESSED 
By Suu n Birnbaum 

-2-
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NEW YORK. Sept. 8 (JTA) -- Jewish figµres 
who met last week outside Rome with Pope John 
Paul II have come away from their unprecedented 
dialogue with the leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church with ref ur 'bished hopes for Catholic-Jewish 
relations. These aspirations arc seen now as 
especially meaningful in lighl of rhe meeting 
which will take place this Friday between !he 
Pontiff and Jewish representatives. 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, noted 
rhat "Catholic-Jewish dialogue would no longer be 
limited 10 the Vatican's Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews, but would be elevated to 
th·e · level of the ofrice of the Vatican Secretary 
of Sta re and the papal ofrice itself.• · 

·. He said that the nine-member delegation had 
"received the strong impression that the Vatican 
plans 10 create a kind of 'diaspora desk' that 
would initiate an ongoina relatio nship with the 
Jewish community on non·rcli&ious. non-thcologi
ca I matters," a recognit ion that "Jews a re people 
not only of faith but a lso of social concerns and 
political interests.• 

Schindler said this would mean thar the 
Vatican would now heed not only its representa
tives from 21 Arab countries but Jewish sources 
as well. "rhus reducing the likelihood of a repeti
tion of the (Kurt) Waldheim afrair.• 

Sa t is fled With Pope's P romiu 
Two other Jewish figures wh-0 met wi th the 

Pope aired their feelings about their meeting 
Sunday night on WCBS Radio's "Let's Find Out." 
Speaking with host Art Athens were Rabbi Mark 
Tanenbaum, international afra irs d irector of the 
American Jewish Committee, and Seymour Reich, 
president of B'nai B'rith International. 

Despite the Pope's refusal to discuss his 
reception of Wald hcim, the Jewish leaders said 
they are more than satisfied with the Pope's 
promise to prepare a major encyclical dealing with 
the history of the Catholic Church and anti
Scmitism, and the Church's re lation · 10 1hc Holo
caust. Such a document is absolutely unprecedent
ed, said Tanenbaum, who called it an "cxtra·ordi· 
nary dcvclopmcn t.• 

Reich said that Church authorities rcspqndcd 
to the Jewish delegation's dismay about the 
Waldneim audience in two different ways, "state 
and moral." The state reason given was that "the 
Holy Sec is a sovereign state, and as such the 
Pope is supposed to meet with the heads of other 
sra res. We could understand thai," Reich admitted. 

However, he continued, they had difficulty 
with· the moral reason: Because Waldheim had not 
been convicted of a crime, the Va tican was not 
prepared to pass moral judgment on him until 
such conviction. 

Reich said they shared their concern about 
that explanation w ith Johannes Cardinal Willc
brands, presiden t of the Holy See's Commission 
for Religious Relations with the Jews. "suggesting 
that the Pope was a man of moral authority, and 
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not to take the opportunity after the meeting 
with Waldheim to ci1prcss concern about his 
(Waldheim's) lying about his Nazi past, and. to 
have been elected Secretary General of the Unit
ed Na1ions. we found that dismaying." 

The Issue For The Ddeu!ion 
Tanenbaum told the JT A that it was "naive• 

for the Jewish community to consider their meet
ing with the Pope a waste if he declined to 
apologize for his having received Waldheim. "The 
issue for us was to get across to the Pope and 
the Vatican the seriousness of the reasons why 
we were appalled by the audience with Waldheim, 
that it was no1 a matter of irrationality or ven
geance or simple anger, but that it had very 
p rofound consequences, and that receiving Wald· 
heim contradicted much of what this Pope has 
been saying and doing to improve relations with 
the Jewish people, and to set forth an undcr
standi ng of the Nazi Holocaust." 

Tanenbaum said that many Jews f ind it 
"ambiguous and difficult" to understand the Vati· 
can's differentiation between its status as a 
sovere ign state and its religious funct ion. There · 
should be no infallibili ty attached to Vatican 
political decisions, he said. "They arc as rightj or 
as wrong as any state department or foreign 
ministry makes.• He said, however, that traditional 
Catholics feel the Pope "has some special sta"tus 
on mora ls and that he has the absolute r ight to 
proclaim fairh and morals in an infallible way.•· 

Tanenbaum said that many Catholics do view 
what Jews construe as political criricism as being 
disrcspc.ctful of the man they regard "as the Vicar 
of. Chris I on ca'rth. almost as a crucifix ion." F.vcry 
Cardinal and Bishop he had spoken to, he said, 
told him they liad received hundreds of letters 
and phone calls expressing much anger at the 
Jews. T he Catholic religious leaders said they told 
their congregants "there are legitimate differences 
with the Jews, and we feel they arc our friends." 

'A Remarkablx Cohert!JI G rouo' 
Tanenbaum descr ibed the delegation thar 

went ·10 Rome as •a rcmarl<ably coherent group 
with a wonderful sense of unity." He derided the 
"noise made by people who ha vc no experience 
with the Vatican who were making judgments and 
statemcn"ts." He underscored that the criteria for 
choosing those who would meet with the Pope 
included a firm grounding in Vatican protocol and 
substantial prior exper ience dealing with the 
Church. · 

On Israel-Vatican .relations, he said they 
•opened some conversations with the Vatican 
Secretary or Staie which we didn'r have before."· 

The rwo meetings, Tanenbaum said, "have• to 
be seen in their enrircty. The audience wi1h rhc 
Pope alone wirhout what preceded it would have 
been far less significant substantively in terms, or 
program, decisions. We laid the foundation for a 
number of fundamental developments on all the 
crucial issues, and the importance of the Pope in 
his symbolic role in the Church." 

Tanenbaum said the Pope conrirmed and 
supported the decisions made by the Jewish and 
Catholic dc;legatcs at t he prior meeting, and that 
support "takes on a message that is acceptable to 
the world's 852 million Catholics, S2 million or 
them in America. And that's the importance of 
Miami.• Tanenbaum said there had been "some 
messages in Rome that the Pope's statement in 
Miami will contain more than a ceremonial mes
sage.• 
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JEWISH LEADERS~ .REACTION :f:·.,~~-. · ~ 
•&RINGING UP the issue of the Palestinians was 
unfortunate, not that we don't understand his 
viewpoint, and other world leaders have the same. ·· 
But saying It today, It stood out. It was like hitting a 
bruise.' · 

Milford Loeb II, community repreaentetive 
from K•nua City 

'THE STRONG stateme~ts he made about the 
Holocaust and Its loss to the Jewish community 
was his way of responding to complaints about 
Waldheim. The Important thing is that the church Is 
not going to turn Its back on that history.' 

Judith Benld, N-Yortl:, deputy dl'9Ctor of 
lnterrellgou• Att1ln tor the Americ:•n ,,..ish Committee 

LOEB 

•THE POPE said what he had to say about the 
Palestinians. He feels very deeply that justice 
needs to be meted out to both Sides: I think he 
would probably find in the Jewish community many . 
people with similar opinions.' · · 

Benlt1 GaJle-Almelefl, New York, progr•m apecleliet 
in nattonel lnter..,ellglou• affalra commlnion for 

th• Am~ Jewleh CommlttM 
, . 

'I THINK the pope went much farther than ever 
before In underscoring the horror and torment of 
the Holocaust. He was so explicit in the words he 
used.' · · 

Edwetd Elson, community repNMna.tiYe 
tromAu.nte 

'HE WENT AS FAR as he could go In improving 
Jewish-Catholic relations. His humility really 
surprised me. I thought this rrian was the greatest. 
really. Not humility In the sense of arrogance -
but for a man In his position, there was no pomp.' 

Melwln Goldberger, community ....,,...nt.tive 
from Boce tt.ton 

'IN EACH SUCCESSIVE statement he has 
acknowledged more and more the particularity of 
the Holocaust. Today was another step, an 
important step.' · 

Stephen Mirot'I, community repreMne.tiff 
from Greenwlcfl, conn. 

many Jewlall leaden annc>\.need a Rome with a Jewish dele1atloll led 
boycott of the papal meet1n1 In by Waxman, and the Vatican 
Miami. announced several 8lept1 that al· 

But last week, the pope met ne.ar vaged the Miami session. 
. ·\ 
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It is our honor and pleasure to ~el~ome you to the United St~tes. 
"'1:~\\j\Cl'°)~t'- (.:..\..•Mu .. ..<'-!:..) . 
Jewish~.organ ·i~ations who are represented We do so in behalf of the 

here today; o-r·ganizations- t~hat , have been in fruitful conversations 

~ith th~ Roman Catholic Church through the years. They includ~ 

representatives of the American .Jewish. Committee, the American Jewj .sh 

Congress, the Anti-Defamation league ol BJ ' na~ Brith, and the Syna9ogue 

Council of America, which is here representing the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogue of America, Central Conference 
·"' 

of Ameircan Rabbis and Rabbinical Assembly. Also present with · us this 

morning are the leaders of other major organizations in American Jewish 

life, as well as members of ·the Greater Miami Jewish community. 

Th e me n a n d w om e n a s s em b I e d here re f l e ct . t he r i c h d i v·e r s i t y of 

American Jewish life; we constitute a variety of religious and 

communal affiliations: American born and immigrant; some are survivors 

of the ·shoah, the Nazi Holocaust, whi l.e · others have never experie'nced 

the dark shadow ofanti Semitism in their own lives. We come from all 

sections of the Unlted ·stat~s. and we come as full parti~ipants in 

the pluralistic and democrati~ society that lias encouraged us to be · 

proudly American and fully Jewish at ·the same time. Your visit to 

this country happily coincides with the 200th anniversary of the U.S. 

Constitution, a document that gua~antees religious liberty for all 

- 1 -

.... 



American citizens. which has enabled all faith communities to 

flourish in an atmosphere of religious pluralism. This has made 

possible . a free and flourishing r~ligious life for all. 

It has been twenty two years since the conclusion of the 

Second Vatican Council, and the promulgation of NOSTRA AETATE. 

The broad teaching~ that emerged in 1965 have been further 

enriched and strengthen~d by a series of formal Catholic documents 

and pronouncements, some of them your -0wn. These statements have 

transformed Catholic-Jewish relationshtps throughout the wotld, 

and ~his positive change is especially evident here in the United States. 

As t~e largest Jewish community in the world, we have 

developed close and respectful ties with many Roman Catholics, 

both lay and clergy, and we value these warm relationships and 

treasure these friendships. We particularly cherish our relation-

s h i p w i t h t he· N at i o n a 1 Con fer enc e of C at ho I i c B i s hop s a n d i t s 

Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations. In almost every place 

where Catholics and Jews live in the United States, we relate to 

each other in some organized fash~on. We constantly exchange views 

and opinions, and a Jews and ~we often share our positions, 

sometimes agreeing, sometimes disagreeing, but always striving · for a 

spirit of mutual respect and understanding. 

Throughout the United States, American Jews and Catholics work 

in concert with one another on a wide range of social justice issues 

and fight for global human rights and against all forms of ·racism and 

bigotry. Our commcn agenda has always embraced, and our future 

agenda will continue to embrace the many crucial problems of the human 

family as a whole. 
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One of the ·major achievements of our joint encounters is the 

shared recognition that each community must be understood in its 

. own terms, as it understands itself. 

that our Catholic-Jewish meetings are 

candor and mutual respect. 

It is particularly gratifying · 

co·nducted~·ri t of 
Jo- . 

Such meetings took place last week at the Vatican and at 

Castel Gondolfo. These conversations, although quickly arranged , 
;-=.:...:--- . 

were highly significant. (~ou )nd high Church le~ders listened to 
' .... ' ·- · ~ ... ··· 

· the deeply felt concerns of th~ Jewish community that were rai~ed 

following last June's state visit to the Vatican by Austrian 

President Kurt Waldheim, who has never expressed regrets for his 

Nazi past. 

Obvious!~~.}~ differences expressed at last week's meetings 

have not bee~~~ ve~owever, this opportunity for us. to 
A • 

express the pain an~/ . of the Jewish ~y in face to 

face meet i n gs a li1 d f o ';-~y-;u and l ea de rs ~~ ~ ~ c h to l i st.en " . 

~ith respect and openn~ss, represents ~n important conf~r~ation --· ... .... . · 

of the progress our communities have made in recent decades. One of 
. ·~ 

of the
1
results of those meetings will' be an instrumentalj,tY. to 

. . -\owl> ~ 
develop closer communicati6n and contact between ~ur o~munities. . c;\,( . . . 

A basic belief of our Jewish faith is the "to mend the 

world under the sovereignty of God" ... L'takken olam b'malkhut 

Shaddai''. To mend the world means to do . God 1 s work in the world . 

It is in this spirit that Catholics and Jews should continue to 

address the social, moral. ec6nomic, and political problems of the 

world. Your presence here in the United States, affords us t~e 

opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to the sacred imperative of 

" t'i k k u n o I am 11 
.• " t h e mend i. n g of t he. w or I d . " 
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B u t be f o re we · c a n m e n d t he w or I d , we mu s t £...i-r·s-t me n d o u r s e I v e s • 
~ 

A meeting such as this is part of the healing process that is now 

visibly underway between our tw·o communities. It is clear that .Lth_e+-
c;;:p..~~ 

teachings proclaimed in NOSTRA AETATE are becomi_ng major c9_n.cernb ·,_ 

of the Catholic Church and under your leadership are being imple

mented in the teachings of the Church · and int~~ life of Catholics 

everywhere. 

Catholics and Jews have begun the lpng overdue process of 
~~°"° . reconciliation. We still have~~ because Catholic-

Jewish relations are often filled with ambivalences, ambiguities 

and a painful history which must ~e confronted~ Yet in a world Of · 

increasing interreligious, interracial, and interethni c strife, the 

progress . in Catholic-Jewish relations is on~ of this : century's most 

po s i t i ~ 
1
e d e v e· 1 op men t s .· 
.~~ .. 

. ¥e remain ocincerned with the ' persistence of anti Sem~tism 

the hatred of Jews and JJdaism, which is on . the rise in some parts 
·~ . 

of the world. ~e are encouraged bj your vigorous leadership in 
~ 

denouncing all form~ of anti Semitism, ~nd by the Church's recent 

teachings. The Church's repudiation of anti Semitism is of critical 

importance in the struggle to eradicate this virulent plague from 

the entire· human family. Anti Semitism may affect the body- of the 

Jew, but history has tragically shown that it as.saults the soul of 

the Christian world and ali others who succu~b to this ancient, but 

p e r s i st e n t ·P at h o 1 o g y . 

We hop~ that ydur strong condemnation~ of anti Semitism will 

continue to be implemented in the schools, t he parishes, teaching 

materials and the liturgy, and reflected in the ~ttitudes ~nd 

behavior of Catholics throughout the world . Greater attention needs 
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to b~ paid to the Christian roots of anti Semitism. The "teaching 

' of conteffipt" for the Jews and Judaism rrust be ended once and for all. 

The "teaching of contempt" reaped a. demonic harvest during th.e 

Shoah in which one third of the Jewish people were murdered as a 
~ 

central ( OntfT&A-ent of a nation's policy. The Nazi Holocaµst-Shoah 

brought together . two very different forms of evil: on the one hand 

it represented the triumph of an .ideology of nationalism and racism, 

the suppression of human conscience and the deification of the state 

--concepts that are profoundly anti Christian as well as anti Jewish. 

On t he o t he r h a n .d t he · S h ·o a h. w a s t he c u l m i n a t i on of c en tu r i e s of a n t i 

Semitism in European . culture for which Christian teachings bear 

a heavy ·responsibility. 

While your sensttive concerns and your noteworthy pronounce-
~ ~~VIJ'\.~.J 

ments about the .Shoah have , been h~arteni ng~~we have observed recent . 

tendencies to obscure the fact that Jews were the major target of 

Nazi genocidal policies. It is poss~ble to visit Nazi death camps 

today and not be inform~~ that the majority of its victims were 
' : ' (' 

Jews. Your letter about..._~ Shoah, sent l_ast month to Archbishop John . 

May, the President of the Natiqnai Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

represen·~·~·d · a ~~-~~- le~understand~n9 of :that terribl~ period . . 

We ~~~.ok fpr_w.a;fto the forthcoming Va.ti can document on the 

Shoah, the historical background of anti Semitism9 and · its 

ccnt~mporary m~nifestations. 

Many Catholic Schools in the u.s~ are already teaching about 
,. ···-

the Holocaust and efforts are underway tq develop a '-s:P.~fr-.If~ · ----- -
curriculum .. about the Shoah for Cath·olic students. This material is 

being jointly developed by Catholic and Jewish educators. 

Even though many of the great centers of Jewish le~rning were 

destroyed during the Sho~!!_. there has been a rema·rkable renewal of 
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Jewish religious life throughout the world : ·This renaissance of 

the spirit is taking place not ·only in t he United States~ in the 

State of Israel, and in other l a nds of freedom , but in the 

Soviet Union as well . Many Soviet Jews are discovering that the 

covenant between Go.d and the people of Israel is .indeed "irrevocable" . 
f.. , . 

' 
as you declared last year at the Grand Synag·o~ue. in Rome. The 

. '6~ 
struggle of Soviet Jews to achieve freedom is a major concern of the 

). 

Jewish community", and we appreciate the support Ameri c-a n Catholics 

have given to this cause. 

The .return to Zion and the re-establishment of Jewish sovereignty 

in the land of Israel, play a paramount role in Jewish self-understanding 

today. Because of the importance that the state Israel occupies 

in the mind, spirit, and heart of Jews, whenever Christians and Jews 

meet i n a serfous conversation, Israel is at ttie center of that 

encounter. The reemergence of an independent Jewish State onto the 

world stage in 1948 has compelled Christians and Jews to examine 

themselves and each other in a new light. 

We must express our contern at the absence of full diplomatic 

relatio~s between the Holy See and the State of Israel. We welcome 

the r~cent statements from Vatican leaders declaring that nb 

theological reasons exist in Catholic doctrine to inhibit such 
. ~ l];-ifi\.-1 ~~ 

relations. We strongly urge once again that fufl and formal diplomatic 

" relations be established soon between the Vatican ·and the State of 

Israel. Such a step would be a positive and constructive contribution 
co. . ~ t -~ ~f< <:£.o' ~ . 

by t~~ .. Vatican to the peac~ p~ocessA and it would send a strong 
··- . c;tP-~ 

r5 i g n a l · t o the i n t e r n at i o o.a l c om mu n i t y t h a t t he Ho 1 y See rec o g n i z e s 
..... --- .. 
Israel as a permanent and legit imate member of the family ·of nations. 
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One of the most welcome results of the recent Catholic-Jewish 

encounter has been the recognitio·n by Catholics that Judaism has 

continued and deepened its unique spiritual development after the 

separation of the Christian Cnurch from the Jewish · people some 

1 ,900 years ago. 

A meeting such as today's is a vivid reminder that we 1ive 

in an historlc moment . Clearly, as two great communities of 

faith, repositories of moral and spiritual values. Catholics and 

jews need. to move ~ogether in this new moment. The last quarter 

century has irreversibly changed the way we perceive and act · 

towards each other. 

In an · age of great challenges and great possibilities 

there is a compelling need for a_:vision for~¥ times", "Chazon 
~ ~ ~· ~~~rJ 

L'moed" (Habakkuk, 2:3). Our· vision for Catholics and Jews is a 

prayer of the Synagogue. 

At the end of the Torah reading, the Scroll is held high so 

the entire congregatio~ may see the words of God, and together 

the congregation prays, "Hazak, Hazak, v'n.ithazek 11
, "Be strong, 

be very strong, and let us strengthen one another." 
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I EMBARGO I 
until speech delivered 

USA - Miami - 11.IX.1987 
Meeting with Jewish Leadership 

OOTLIN!! 

A special relationship exists between the Church and the Je•ish 
~ople. As the Holy Father evoKes GOd 1s Covenant with the Patriarchs, e recall .. the spiritual fraternity between Christiana ana Jews and 
the need tor great mutual respect. Be evokes the sufferings of the 
past and proclaims with the Psalmist the peace of the Lore!. 
1. 

a. 

3. 

.,. 

5. 

'· 

The starting point for dialogue and . common witness in the ,.·orld 
ls .the covenant that GOd established with the Patriarchs: 

Tbe Holy Father ·ls pleased to be with bis Jewish brothers 
and sisters, especially at tbis time1 · 

- Tbe Vatican Judaica. Collection shows the great spiritual 
resources of the Jewish traditionJ 

- Tbe spiritual fraternity betueen Jewaand Christians req~ires 
great mutual respect. 

The basic religious princi~les of the Torah and the Gospels 
were reflected in the sit~ation that Catholic and Jewish l1t.~iarants 
found in America : 

Yet prejudice and discrimination were also known1 
A vigorous form of interreligious dialogue has been esta~lished. 

The common heritage, tasl< and hope of Christians and Jews does 
not eliminate thei: distinctive iaentities: 
- Because of be% specific Christian witness, 8 The Church m~st 

preach Jesus Christ to the world• (1974 "Guidelines•, I); 
. We appreciate the specific Jewish religious witness; 
Fraternal .dialogue will try to open up the way of •recon:iliation• 
(cf. 2 Cor 5:18). · 

The Sboah must be reflected upon in the Iight of prineioles 
of faith in God : 

M1i11ons were killed only because they were Jews; 
The Church experiences ever more deeply ber common .bond with 
tbe Jewish people; 
Popes and Bishops have denounced antisemitism and Nazism. 

I • . 

Joint stucHes in history bv Catholics and ,Jews are reeommended: 
Future generations must be -Instructed so that · the aoloca~st 
will never again be -possibles 
The Jewish people are themselves •a loud warning for all humanity•. 

·Onder the direction of the Bishops, dioceses should irn~leme~t 
Catholic teaching on Jews and Judaism. 

. I. 



7. -

a •. 

..:. ·· .. 

5 / 2 

Partners in dialooue define themselves •1n the li ht of thei r 
own re ig1ous ex~erience (. 4 G~ l e 1nes , Introo ~:t1on ) : 

Jews have a right to a homeland; 
- · This must also be _aaid of the Palestinian people: 

Tbe rope prays for a just, complete and lasting peace. 
The Bol~ Father thanks God for lm~ro~ed relations between Jews 
and Christians: 

Progress ls manifested through dialogue and new an~ deeper 
understanding: . 

' -

Catholics and Jews are called to render common service to 
humanity in need: 
The Boly Father wishes the peace of the Lord to all the Jewish 
peo~le of America: Shalom! Shalom! 

. I . 
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Dear Pr iends· - Representatives of. so many Jew.ish organizations assembled 

bere from across the United States, 

My dear Jewish Brothers and Sisters, 

I am grateful ~o you for your kind words of greeting. I am 

indeed pleased to be with you, especially at this time when the United 

States tour of the Vatican Judaica Collection begins. The wonderful 

material, including illuminated Bibles and Prayerbook&, demonstrates 

but a small part of the immense spiritual resources of Jewish tradition 

across the centuries and up to the present time - spiritual resources 

often used in fruitful cooperation wi tb Cbr istian ar·tists • 

. It is fitting, at the beginning -of our meeting ~o emphasize 

_()J l mouardefwai

1

tthh in the One God, who chose Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and 
them a Covenant of eternal 1ove,·· hicb . was never. revoked 

(cf. Ge~ 27113: Rom 11:29). It vas rather confirmed by the gift 

·of the Torah to Moses, opened by the ~rophets to tbe hope of .eternal 

redemption and ~-o tbe ~iveraal commitment for justice and peace. 

The Jewish people, the -Church and all believers in the Merciful God -

who is invoked in the Jewish prayers as 'Av Ba-Rakhamtm - can find 

in this fundamental Covenant vitb the Patriarchs a very substantial 
• atartinc point for our dialogue and our common witness in the world. 

It is also fi.tting to recall God's promise to Abraham and the 

irituel fraternit which it established: •in your descendants 

blessing - all this because you obeyed 

my command• (Gen 22:1a). This spiritual fraternity, linked to obedience 

to Goc1, requires a great mutual respect in -humility and confidence • 

. I. 
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An objective consideration of our relations during the centuries 

must take into account .this great need. 

It is indeed worthy of note that the United States was founded 

by people wbo came to these shores, often as religious refugees. 

They aspired to being treated justly and to being accorded hospitality 

according to the word of God, as we read in Leviticus: •you shall 

tzeat the alien who resides with you no differently than the natives 

born among you1 have the same love for him as for yourself 1 for you 

too were once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, the LOrd, am your God• 

(Lev 19:34). Among these millions of immigrants there was a large 

number of Catholics and Jews . The same basic religious principles of 

f .reedom and justice, of equality and moral aolidar i ty, affirmed in 
' . 

the Torah as well as in the Gospel, were in fact reflected in the high 

human ideals and in the protection of universal rights found in t ·he 

United States. These in turn exercised a strong positive influence 

. on the history of Euro?e and other parts of_ .tbe- wOJ:ld. . But .the paths 

of the immigrants in their new land were not always easy. Sadly 

enough, prejudice and dis:rimination were also known in . the New World 

Nevertheless, together, Jews and Catholics 

-. 

\ as well as in the Old. 

~ have contributed to the success of the American experiment in religious 

freedom, and, in this unique context, have given to the world a vigorous 

form of interreligious dialogue between our two ancient traditions. 

For those engaqed in t~is dialogue, so important to the Church and to 

the Jewish people, I pray: May God bless you and make you strong 

for his service! 

At the same time, o~r common heritage, task and hope do not 

eliminate our distinctive identities. Because of her specific Christian 

witness, 8 The Church m~st preach Jesus Christ to the worl~" (1974 

"Guidelines" , I). In so doing we proclaim that "Christ is our. peace" · 

(Epb 2:14). As the Apos~le Paul said: •All this is from God, who 
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through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ~inistry 

of reconciliation• (2 Cor 5:18). At the same time, ve recognize and 

app~ec~ate the spiritual ~sures of the Jewish people ~nd th~ ~ 

rel~gious wi~ness to God. A fraternal theological dialogue will ,/ 

try .to understand, in the light of the mystery of redemp~_ion, how 

aifferen9es in faith should not cause enmity but open up the vay 

__.- of •reconciliation•, so that in the end- •God may be all in a11• 

(l Cor 15:28) .• 

4. 

In this r~_gard . I am pleased ~ha.t the National Conference of 

Catholic Blabapa and the Synagogue Council of America are initiating 

a consultation between Jewish leaders and Bishops which should carry . . . . 

forw~rd a dialogue on issues of the greatest interest to the two faith 

communities. 

Considering history in tbe light of the principles of faith 

in God, we must also reflect on the catastrophic event .of the Shoah, 

tbat ruthless and inhuman attempt to uterminate tbe Jewiab people i 
ln Europe, an attempt that resulted in mi.ll·ions of victims .- including 

/women and children, the elderly and the sick - extermin~ted only 

vf ~eeause they were Jews. 

Considering· this mystery 6f tbe suffering of Israel's children, 

their witness of hope, of faith and of humanity under dehumanizing 

------ outrages, tbe Church experiences ever more deeply ber common bond 

with the Jewish people and with their treasure of sp.iri~ual riches 

'in the past and in the present. 

It is also fitting to recall tbe strong, unequivocal efforts 

of the Popes against antisemitism and ·Nazis~ at tbe hei;ht of 

the persecution against the Jews. Back in .1938, Pius XI declared 
1 tbat •antisemitism cannot ~e admitted" (6 September 1938), and he 

' • 

declared the total opposition betw~en· Christianity and Nazism by 

. I . 
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stating that the Nazi cross is an •enemy of the Cross of Christ• 

(Christmas Allocution, 1938). And I am convinced. that history will 

reveal ever more clearly and convincingly bo~ deeply Pius XII felt 

th~ tragedy of the Jewish people, and how hard and effectively he 

worked to assist them during the Second World War. ---- -·- . - - .·· 

Speaking in the name of humanity and Christian ~rinciples, 

the Bishops' Conference of the Onited States denounced the atrocities 
~-:--~---:--~~~---~-w 1 tb a clear statement: •since the murderous assault on Poland, 

utterly devoid of ever'y semblance of bumani ty, there bas been a 

premeditated and systematic extermination of the people of this 

nation. The same satanic technique is being applied to many other 

peoples. We feel a deep sense of revulsion against the cruel 

indignities heaped upon the Jews in conquered co ries and upon 

defenseless peoples not of our faith" ~er 

We also remember many others, who, at risk of their own lives, 

helped persecuted Jews, and are honored by the Jews with the 

title of •Tzaddiqe 'uJ111tot ha-'olam• (Righteous ot the Nations). 

Tbe terrible tragedy .of your people bas led many Jewish thinkers 

to reflect on the human condition with acute insights. Their vision 

of man and tbe roots of this vision in the teachings of the Bible, 

wbicb we share in our common heritage of· the Hebrew Scriptures, 

offer Jewish and Catholic scholars much useful material for reflection 

and dialogue. 0~ ~"'-/ £""°"'~\. k. i-~ 

In order to understand even more deeply the meaning of the Shoah 

~~d the historical roots of .antisemitism that are related to it, 

( j~int collaboration and studies by Catholics and Jews on the Shoah 

should be continued. Such studies have already taken place through 

many conferences in your country, such as the National Workshops on 

Christian-Jewish Relations. The religious and historical · implications 

. I • 
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of tbe Sho&~ for Christians and Jews will no~ be taken up form~lly 

by the Inte:national .Catbolic-Jewish Liaison ~ommittee, meeting later 

this year 1:\ the United States for the first tim~.· And as was 

affirmed in the important and very . co_rdial meeting I had with Jewish 

leaders in :astelgandolfo on September 1, a Catholic document on 

the Shoab a~d antisemitism will be forthcoming, resulting from such 

serious sti;~ies. 

Similarly, it la to be hoped that common educational p~ograms 

on our bis~orical and religious relations, wh.ich are well developed 

~n your co~ntry, will truly promote mutual respect and teach future 

generations about the Bolocauat so that never again. will such a horror 

be possible. Never again! 

When ~eeting the leaders of tbe Polish j•wish community, in· Warsaw, 

in June of this year, I underscored the fact that t~rough the terrib~e 

experience of tbe Shoah, your people have become •a loud warning 

voice for all of ·buman-ity, for all nations, for all the powers of 

~ this world, for every system and every _.individual ••• a saving warning• 

'· 

(Addr.ess o! June 14, 1987). 

It is also desirable that in every diocese Catholics should 

i~~lement, ~nder . the ~irection of the Bishops, the statement of the 

Second Vati=an Council and the subsequent instructions issued by 

the Boly See regarding the correct way to preach and teach about Jews 

and Judaia:.. I know . that a great many efforts in this direction 

have alrea~y been made by Catholics, ·and I wish to express my or ati tude 

to all those who have worked so diligently fo: this aim. _ 

7. - Neces!ary for any ~incere dialogue is th~ intention of each 

partner to allow others to define themselves 9 in the licht of :heir 

own religious experience" (1974 "G~idelines", Introduction). In 

. I . 
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fidelity to this affirmation, Catho!ics reco;nize among the elements 

1 of the Jewish experience that Jews have a religious attachment to 

~I.and, which finds its roots in ~iblical tradition. . .. 
• - __ • .__... ____ ••·•••u---• -•••.,•· - •• • ~ ••• ••• •• 

After the tragic extermination of the· Shoah, the Jewish people 

began a new period in their history. They have a riqht to a homeland, · 

as does any civil nation, according to international law. •ror 

the Jewish people ·Wbo live in tbe State of I .srael and who preserve 

in that land·· such precious testi1tonies to their . history and their 

faith, we must ask for the desired security and the due tra_nquillity --------that ia tbf'.' __ pr.erog.a.!:J~e of every na tion_ a_n_a ___ c_o_n-.d'"i 7t 0io_n_ o_f::--:l::-i:-:f=-e-and ---- ........ . 
,.../ ·~ 

of pre)gress for every society• (Reaemptionis Anno, April 20, 1984). 

What has been said about the right to a homeland also applies 

to the Palestinian people, so many of who~ remain homeless and refugees. 

1'"hile all concerned must · honestly ref·lect on the past - Muslims no 

less than Jews and Christiana - it is time to forge those solutions 

which will lead to a ·just, -complete and lasting peace in that area. 

For this peace I earnestly pray. 

Pina1ly, aa I thank you once again for the warmth of your greeting 

to me, I aive praise and thanks to tbe Lord for this fraternal meeting, 

for the gift of dialogue between ou= peoples, and for the new and 

deeper understanding between us. As our long relationship moves 

toward its tbird millennium, it is our great privilege in this 9eneratior. 

. to be witnesses to this prcigress. 

It is my sincere bope that, as partners in dialogue, as fellow 

believers in the God who revealed himself, as children of Abraham, 

·~e will strive to render a common service to humanity, which ls so 

much needed in this our day . We are called to collaborate in service 

and to unite in a common cause wherever a b=other or sister is 

unattended, forgotten, neglected or suffe:ing in a~y way; wherever 

. I . 
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buman rights are endangered or human dignity offended; wherever the 

rights of God are violated O! ignored. 

With the Psalmist, I noQ repeat: 

•x will hear what God proclaims; 

the LOrd - for he procla~ms peace 

'l'o his people, and . ~~ bis faithful ones, 

and to ·those who put in him their bopem (Ps 85:9). 

'l'o all of you, dear friends, c5ear brothers and sisters1 to 

all of you dear Jewish people of Americas with great hope I wish 

you the peace of the Lord: · Shalom! Shalom! God bless you on this 

Sa~bath and in this year1 Shabbath Shalom! Shanah Tova~ we-Batimah 

'l'ovahl 
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f1Q_o.d..qy August 31st, ~epresentatives of 
the Holy See' Commission for Religious i!;ations with the 
Jews thy.--J~ternational Jewish Committee on Interreligious 

~~o~nsultationt met in Rome. The meeting was joi ned by a represen-

tative of the Council for Public Affairs of the Church . The 
~ 

meeting was described by co-sponsors as part of an ongoing ,.. 
process in response to difficulties which have risen in the 

relationship in recent months.,...The agenda for the 
C (~\o~t\ 

included the ~hoah, contemporary antisemitism, Catholic 

on Jews and Judaism, and relations between the Holy 

meeting 

teaching 

See and 

the State of Israel. i:.A~r@ elilerged frgAI tR8 disc11ssjon q11estian.i_ 
recent 

Of_gfr'Cf•ptjon ar:id i concern QO both Sides regardiR!JlmtrnifestationS 

of rel igi nus aREi bultural prej!ldiGes •. 

In the discussion of the Shoah, the Catholic delegation 

rec a 11 ed the importance 
~ \lo.)~. t>~ 
on June 14th, 1987, 

" 

,,.. 
of Pope John Paul I I's moving statement 

his letter t o Archbishop John May, 

President of the National Conference of Catholic Bi shops 

(U.S.A.) of August 8th, 1987, and the decision to discuss 

the Shoah "in its religious and historical perspectives" 

at the next meeting of the International Catholic-Jewish 

Liaison Committee in Washington D.C. in December 1987. 

Cardinal John Wi llebrands. President of the Commission , , . °" """o "'~c-c.c'> 
for Religious Relati ons with Jews, ~the intention 

of the Commission/~repare ~n official ~elic document~~~1l-c--
{: ~ ~-S~-- ea -. 

on the shoah, i"k historical background ... andq.fontemporary 
~,f~~~· 
i-tA13 lie ati OM J ~ ..;rllf----· -tib.ee---ia!l:Cdtcdtrr-ee"S"s sis eei:dt--tt:-ee~t~l:IM!e~·wJ11h~o~l~@~~b aa-=tl:-+htt:oril-Ti'C"C" 

Cl:n.1rd1s -

The Jewish de 1 egati on we 1 corned this initiative 

and ex~ressed the conviction that such a document will contribute 
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s;gnificantly ; to combatting attempts to revise · and to deny 
· 1 ;. ' I i ! 
, ·i the reality of shoah and 
I ' . I •. ' I i I 

.. _1 ,I ·!.! _for Christi ans, Jews . 'and 

to t'(~ialize its re l igious significance 

human\f(y:Clt'It was also noted that 
ii 1 I • • I ' !r I ! 1 I 

: 1! · . : nazi ideology was 'not · only antisemitic but also profoundly 

l
. ;1 I .. ' 1: ' . I 

·1' demonic a.nd antichristian . . 
I . I . 1 
I i In the cont@'t o( the discussion on the---moral i.m.R.l.ications 
I • ·l I I 

: '1 · :1 I of the · · · ' · .x.p..l.a.:i..Md their 01fferent-percep-
~ i. 1 •.•. · 1' ' 

C:- " : · :'. t jon of the Pa~al a1:1El ie0 ce with President Kurt w.a.ldheim. The ~ 

I 
I. 
: 

., 1 ~ 1·. · · ( · 1 I · . ens ·~ =-r--
1 1 : ~e~i sh d~·l~g·afion expressed its ~~d ~~ 

I . I ". I I ' h 1. ·I .. I.· I": .1. moral . pr.oblem~ raiseq'f.or the Jewish people. the audience" 
1, .i111 1

• . ,1.iJ. .i ·. 1! hj : . ·'II· I I ii A I ,. 

I,; .1
1 

! t ·~ ·l The Catholic I delegation acknowledged : the ser.iciuness 
I 1 ' ' : ; i ~ r'r I·· :. 11 ; 

1 i I' . I i : ' ' 11 'I . I I : I· 11 

: I! I !I! : rt ·1·1 ~h~ Churc~ ts '1 ' ,!)ens it ;,vi t~ tQ those Jewish concerns' and' set 
l Ill I .. . :.i : I I I ·I 1~ I I c:\t\~ :;{c:i.$-7/ · .,:I ,jl forth jthe 

1 
Kmor.a l eed s.tate reasons behind the judgern~nt ';I : ' j: ' " I· I : I I !"': : I . ' 

1 
.

1

. j! ·:.
1

l !I if the
1 

H~1Y . s~e ~ ·
1

: . 

' I I ., 11 . • I 11 I . I ·I !1 1 q ::'. The · .delegat'i,ons ,received reports on the current state 
. I I • . 

of antisemitism in various countries and expressed concern 

over recent mpriifest?~ions of· antisemitism and also of . anti- · 

Cathol ic~sm. The, group called for an intensificat ion of ex i sting 
1., l ~~~ 

efforts to counter re1
1
igi ous and cu1turaJ prejudice{ ~ , . 

·r~ . _ ~ \or". r,~ .. ft. P.{f~~ ll • -u lk-..: ·~ &•*--ca ,,;z , •• &:: 
~~·!::: - .....,~ ~--- '( ~-- ". --, ..,......,\ . ~ 

' The Jew1sh de'Tegationl ~ed tRe ~ijestian of diplomatic 
'. . , I \,.J ..irt, A 

relations 1~.t\1eeR H1!- ~1';:3ee ...in" the State of Israel. Repre-

ientatives of the · Holy See declared that t here exist no 

theological reason:. 

such relations, but 

i n Catholic . doc trine that would inhib1t 
5«>\l\c\'- s~~ 

noted that there do exist unresol ved 

palitical aRe ai~lo~atle--problems in the area. ~ 

In view of recent controversies and to avoid future misunder-
. ~~ 

standings, Cardina l \..'i l lebrands . p~d the deve l o;>:.1er. t 

· of a E.~1) mechnism for more closely fol lm·:i ng trends 

and concerns i n bo tll comm'Jnit ies and to improve contact 
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· and . collabor~tion where the need arises,~ ~ 1..-<./Vfl.-
~· ~\ 1~· ~~~~. ~~ S· 

:. ~" the i inue of .the presentation of Judaism in Catholic 

teaching and • preaching, the Jewish group expressed gratification . .. I 
for progress made over the years. . 

The Ca tho 1 it side acknowledged that much further work 

stHl . need~ to be done to implement the Second Vatican Council 

and subsequent official statements withi n the life of the 

Church. The · Jewish delegation declared its strong opposition 

to any and all anti-Catholic manifestations and pledged itself 
I 

to join wit~ j Catholics in opposing them. As an i llustration 

of ~his l at_ter I con~ern, : the group discussed recent widely 

· publicized n}~s stories that forcely alleyiny that the Pope 

,during his recent visit to the Maid~nek death camp in Poland 

in June listed some 14 different nationalities of these 
I 

victims ~ithout mentioning the Jews. 

Such reports it was learned at the meeting, were false. 

In fact the Pope a t Maidanek preserved a prayerful and respectful 

silence for all the victims. 

r-> D . 
t urin same trip to . Pol and t e Pope made a remarkable l 

statement t o" Jewish community of and 

Warsaw which reaffirmed letter to Archbishop May. 

saying in part: 

the Nation of 

today before the eys 

all nations, as a 

Reflection upon the 

t he 

experience tha t 

ufferings and her holocaust are 

Church, of all peop les and of 

witness and a silent cry (..~) 

ah shOl'J us to what terrible consequ.enc'es 

his image 

historical 

. · 1t a l so i mpe 1 s promote the necessary 

event which concerns on 

the whole of today " . 

-1'" fo'-'.-\.C.. "' ..... --~ 



JEWS SHOUIID WELCOME POPE JOEN PAUL II IN MIAMI 

BY Marc B. Tanen&aum 

A little over a week a~o I joined eignt other Jew:ish colleagues 
in Rome 

for an unusual series of meetings/with Pope John Paul II and 

Vatican authorities. The June 25th ~apal auaience grantee to 

Kurt Walaheim, which outra~ed the Jewish community ana ~any 

Christ.ians, tri~gerea off those urgent discussions in Vatican City. 

We spent the ~etter part of two days in intensive 8iseussions 

with the Pope and Vatican officials of how could the Supreme P'ontiff 

receive the former Nazi lieutenant wit~out makin~ a single reference 

to his Nazi nast. We also discussed the obstacles that lie in the 
-pa.th towa.ra full diplomatic relations between the Holy See and tsra.el. 

Seve~al things are clear a&out 1DIKX ~mixme.igBtilm morally 
Waldheim the 

incomprehensi9le/episode. '!'i"irst, whatever the moral reasons given, 

the Vatican is clearly em9arrassei ~y that aueience and is 

determined to shut the door closed on if. Second, Pope John Paul II 

unelers te.nds from first-hand e:Jq>erience the demonic nature of 

Nazism ans. anti-Semitism. I d.ame away from o.ur frank, man-to-man 

talks persuagei that he ~ will not Pe deterred from his commttment 

to advocating improved relations between Catholics· an@ Jew:s. 

--------'-------~-----· -----



away with t be impression that the Vatican is embarrassed by that audience 

and is determine• to shut the door on it. It cannot admit that the Pope 

and the Roly See made a mistake. 

I am equally convinced that Pope John Paul II zn•twx knows from 

fiest-hand experiences in his native Poland the tiemonic nature of Nazism 

a~d anti-Semitism. ~rom our frank, man-to-man k.Xakx talks, I am persuaded 

that he remains undeterrea in his commitment to advancing p&stive 

relationships between Catholics and Jews everywhere, ~ut especially 

in the United States. 

The. importance of' this Pope's. commitment to .combat ting anti-Semitism 
. ... 

and to <ieep spirt tual friendshf.p with Jews was graphical~y underscored 

for me when I visited several days earlier tne · Jewish ghetto in ~ome, 

This ghetto was esta~lished by ~ope Paul IV in 1555. Couiincea of the 
. ·. . . . 

traditiinal Cathol~c teaching .th.at the Jews ~ere demonic. ttQhrist-Jtillers,n 
• ' . . 

he or~erea Jews ~ebasea behind ghetto Walls. He also ~ecreeea that all Jews 

wear a yellow hat - precursor to Hitler's yellow star - as a symbol of 

t heir. pariah status. 
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That declaration, and the Va tica.n Guidel ines on Ca.tholic
Jewish relatio.ns issued in 1974 , have literally brougp.t about 
what one eminent priest here in Rome has called "a rev.olutian 

in mutual esteem between Cataolics a.nd Jews throughout the world ." 
During the past 20 yiears Catholic textbooks have been revised:& to 

eliminate almost totally the demonic "Christ- killer" imagery; tea c.Bere: 
and seminarians are being trairal in the new theology that r ·esp:ects 

Jews and Judaism as a living:· faith and people; luturgies are 
increas'1iln€?1Y liberated of anti!-Jesish prayers; and Catholic and 

Jesish media expose their audiences to experiences of Catholics and 
Jews as friends and ~o·od neighbors, not as the traditional, negative 

or hostile stereo~ypes . 

It is absolutely accurate to assert that greater progress 

has been made in overcoming misunders tanding and prejudices betweeBl 
Catholics and Jews duri jg the past tso decaa·es than in the past 

tso millenia of the Christian- Jewish encounter . 

And nos here in Vau~can Ci t y, Pope John P~ul II interrupts 
his summer vacation at gx:tE: Castel Gondolf o to receive a group 
of si:&:. J ev1ish lea d era:~ to whom he commits h imself aga in to) the 

historic movement of Catholic-Jewish friendship . 
On September 11, in Miami, as he begins his tour of t~e: 

United States, h e will meet with several hundred Cathhlic and 
Jew;ish lea.ders , and renes his persoaal comm.i tment to combat anti
Semi t ism, and all the hatrees that led. to t he trauma of the 
Nazi holocaust. He also wjjl]. probably reaffirm, as he did in 

· ·, April 1984, hits under sanding of the centrality of Israel and 

Jerusalem in Jewish religious consciousness . 

i - ·· 
. ' ' 
i. 

' . . · .. •\ 

~ ; .... ~,. 

•.:. ' . 

' ' 

That is still far from este.blishing full d.iplomatic reJations 
with Israel , but I am persuaded that if any Pope wiY]. bring tha t 
abou t, i t will be this Polis~ pope. 

Thus , troublesome as is the WaH1heim-Papal audience, we dare~ 

not j eopardize t hese hi$oric achievements in Catholic-Jewi sh reJa tions 

My uhcle Aaron, of blessee memory , would have understood that 

better than anyone. 

f 

l 
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SECONDANGLICAN·JEWISH CONSULTATION 27-29 April 1987 
Sl1a/lowford House, Stafford 

CHRISTIAN PARTICIPAN'IS: 

Rt Rev Dr John Habgood, Archbishop of York 
Rt Rev David Young. Bishop ofRlpon 

Oainnan, Atchbishops' Consultants on Interfaith Relations 
Rev Marcus Braybrooke, BXccutillC Director, Council of Christians and Jews 
. Rev.Tim Gorringe, Ota plain, St John's College, Oxford 
R,(v Canon Raymond Hammer 
Rev Dr Anthony Hatv1:y, Caaon of Westminster 
RevJ Leslie Houlden 
Rev OuiSlopher l.Dmb, Community Relations Adviser, Coventry 
·Rev John P11ny, United Reformed Oturch · 
Mr Brian Pe:irce, Jaterfailh Netw0rk 
Rev Alan Race, Southwark Ordination Course 
Rev John K Riches, Department of Biblical Studies, University of Glasgow 
Rev Dr William L Weiler 

Washington Affairs Officer, Episcopal Olurch, USA 

JEWISH PARTICIPANTS: 

The Oie! Rabb~ Sir Immanuel Jakobovia. 
RAbbi Or Norman Solomon, Centre !or the Study of Judaism and Jewish/Chrisrian 

Relations. Selly Oak Colleges. Birmingham 
Rabbi Professor l..con Feldman, Rutgers University, New York 
Rabbi Or Albert Friedlander, Westminster Synagogue, London 
RAbbi Philip N Oinsbury, South London Synagogue 
Mr Alan Orcenbat, JP, Association for Jewish Youth 

OlleC Rabbi's Consultanl on the Inner Cities 
Rabbi B LJac:kson, Hampstead Garden Suburb Synagogue, London 

i Rabbi Dr Jonathan M1gonet, Princ:ipal, l..co Baeck College ! Professor Aviezer Ravitzky, Department of Philosophy, Hebrew University; Jerusalem 
Dr Oerh11rd M rueper, World Jewish Congress, Geneva 
Rabbi Jeremy Rosen, Western Synagogue, London . 
Rabbi Dr Alan Unterman, Yeshurun Synago$Ue, Gatley 
Rabbi MordeCAi M Waxman, New York, Ota1tman of UCIC (the International 

Jewish Committee on Interrcligious Consultations) 
Rev Malcolm Weisman, Barrisler-ot-law, Ola{>lain to HM Porces 
'Rabbi Walter S Wurzburgcr, Yeshiva Univcta1ty, New York 

The Centre offers an 
ongoing course In · 
preparation for a 

DIPLOMA In tha study of 
JUDAISM ANO 
JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS 

Vall dated by the University 
of Birmingham 

Two years part-time study 
Attendance one day per week 

Prospectus on request from 
'the Centre 

• 

To order ENDS & ODDS 
and other publications 
of the Centre 

write to the Secretaiy 
at the address on the front 

A subscription of 
£8 (US$12) a year 
will brln9 you all our 
publlcauons as they appear 
and help our work greatly 

Covenant and donation forms 
on request from the Centre 
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* * THE INTERFAITH DIALOGUE TRUST • * • * * * * 
Chairman: The Right Revd Bishop of Ripon 
Correspondent: Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon 

Reg Charity No: 279472 

ENDS and ODDS 
Ends we 4f,71 at; odds 1te are up against 

A NEWSLETTER OF THEOLOGY AND DIALOGUE 
·~ No.33 July 1987 ISSN 0950·172X Published in· the U.K. at: 

Centre for rhe Study of Judaism and Jewish/Christian Relations · 
Central House Selly Oak Colleges Bristol Road Binningham B29 6LQ 

The Second An~lcan-Jcwish Consuliatlon took place at ShaUowford House, Stafford, 
from 27·29 Apnl 1987 under the chairmanship or the Atchbishop of York, Dr John 
Habgood, and the Chief Rabbi, Sir lmmanuel Jakobovia.. Twenty-six Ouistian and 
Jewish leaders and theologians from the UK. USA, Switzerland and Israel 
participated in the Consultation. They considered the rcsponsibllltics o! their 
communities with regard to major soc1al concerns, including the moral issues 
raised bl AIDS. They gave particular attentio11 to the matters raised In-the 
report "Faith in the City" and affirmed the following statement: .. 

Concerned about the injustices of multiple deprivation in 
urban priority areas, we believe that responses are . 
required from our religious communities. There Is n 
vigorous debate within both communities on the practical 
responses which should be made. The Consultntlori enabled 
us to discover the substantial similarity In the nature of 
the debates In both communities. On the strength of our 
discussions we believe there Is a sufficient measure of 
agreement among us to encourage us to engage In 
co-operative efforts. We therefore urge the Christian and 
Jewish communities, both locally nod nationally, to 
develop means of continued consultation and practical 
co·operiition. 

The final session of the Consultation was addressed by Dr Gerhard ruegner, 
Co-Chainnon of the World Jewish Congress. who described how, largely ah.rough his 
own efCons in Geneva in 1942, the first accouats of the Holocaust rea.cbed a 
disbelieving world. He went on to describe the world-wide growth of 
Christian.Jewish understanding and co-operation in which.he has taken a leading 
pan for the past half ceniuiy. 
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Second Anglican-Jewish Consultation 

FROM A JEWISH POINT OF VIEW 

~ . . 
Rabbi Edward LJackson, BA 
Haf!lpstead .Garden Suburb Synagogue 
IDd 
Rabbi Philip N Ginsbury. MA 
South London Synagogue 

It was certainly a new experience 
for both of us to take Jl'.lrl in the 
Second Anglican·Jewish Consuhation. 
With such gr&YC topics as the inner 
cities crisis and AIDS under 
discussion, we !cit it was Important · 
that the Orthodox Jewish Y1ew should 
be Mly represented. 

In· the relaxed atmosphere that 
prevailed, we. felt abfe to talk 
quite openly to all the participants 
Without being ovcr·concemed about 
exte.rnal reactions. 

Tbe discussions which took place 
during the formal sessions were on a 
hi~ academic level and raised 
point.so! great Interest, though at 
times they tended to be somewhat 
remote &om reality. This tendency 
MS counterbalanced by.a short 
presentation by Mr Alan Greenbat JP, 
the Oilet RJ!bbi's Consultant on the 
Inner Cities, and by the documentary 
material supplied by Or Edie 
Friedman, Coundcr·dircctor of the 

.Jewish Council for Comtnunity 
Relations. · 

We fell that the informal discussion 
ind dialogue that took place at 
mealtimes and outslC1e the formal 
sessions were extremely valuable in 
opening our minds to viewpoints 
different from our own. 

On both sides, there seemed to be a 
1tr0ng desire, cspccla lly among the 
youneerpa~ciplUlts, to deal with 
practical realitiu. 

IC it'was intended that the 
Consv1ca1ion ahould Coster 
undemanding. friendship and 
co-operation at the high level 
.amonpt leaders or the Olurch and 
Synagogue{ I.hen that putpose was 
most ccrta nly achieved. 

. . 
We will not ca.~ily forget the moving 
final session dunng which Dr 
Gerhard M Riegncr told us or his . 
experiences in 1942, whcil the task· 
fell 10 him in the Geneva office or 
the World Jewish Congress to in Corm 
the disbelieving world of the 
Western allies of the evidence 
reaching his desk of the · 

.implementation of the Nazi 'final 
solution'. This movintt account 
transcended our diCCering religious 
beliefs and made us aware or man's 
inhumanlty to man, and of the . 
constant need for vigilance to 
prevent prejudice and intolerance. 
We were greatly stn.ick by the fact 
that Jewish·Christian relation$ 
became Dr Riegner's specialist 
field, not in spite of this 
experience, but because of it. ·It 
became his vocation, as he put it, 
10 •end the isolation or the Jewish 
people". · 

FROM A Cl!{RISTIAN POINT OF VIEW 

t>y . : 
The Revd c.anon Dr Raymond Hammer 
Secretary • 
Archbishops' Interfaith Consultants. 

When we met at Shallowford House for 
three days In Ar.ril we were 
con,cious or the' Jong time that had 
elapsed since the first 
Anglican-Jewish Consultation at 
Andover In 1980. We realized that 
there had been goo!! reasons for the 
delay, but were concerned to ask 
what It was that we were hoping 10 
achieve. Were we primarily 
concerned to initiate joint action? 
If that were the case, we were / 
conscious that, as a group, both 
Jewish and Anglican, our function 
was consultative-rather than 
_executive. Whilst the major theme 
rordiscussion pointed in the 
direction or practical action, the 
expertise of the &roup was . 
theological and t.he theology 
undergirding our mc;>ral decisions and 
social action was the chid area.or 
exploration. I 

By hoinlng Iii on the Church of 

., 
I 

1 

l 

I 
England's 'Paith In the City' 
Report, ii was Celt th;'.1t the 
discussion could be freed from mere 
verbiage. It so happened that the 
Chief Rabbi, In response 10 the 
request of the Aichb;shop of 
Canterbury for bis opinion on the 
report, had responded with his 
pamphlet 'Fron1Doom10 Hope', and, 
quite clearly here was' an issue 
concerning which l>ot;·1 Jews and 
Anglicans had opi11io11s. What was to 
emerge both in group ·and plenary 
discussion was the nec'd for 
intra·faith as well as lr.ter-fahh 
debate, for the diversiiy of opinion 
was often to be found :iot so much 
between Jew and Chri~lian as within 
each group. The Jewish delegation 
was much more polychrome than the 
Anglican one, cmbraci!ig · 
representation from thb 1J.S..A. and 
Israel and Geneva o.s well as the 
U.K., whilst a lone me1nber or the 
Episcopal Church of the U.S.A. was 
the only Allglican pRnicipant from 
outside the U.K. Therc .. was a member 
of the United Rcfor'meil Chut1:h, which 
brought a Christian ccu'mcntical nole 
into the group. The Jewish 
delegates included 6nh'.odox, 
Conservative and ncrorin but, when 
th_e debate came 10 the i1rac1ieal 
implications of the faith I that 
distinction was not clcar1cut. The 
chief debate was on the extent to 
which we had a pro11hetic message for 
society. Were we to dirctt 
04rselves.to the con1muriity or limit 
our activity 10 pcnonal contacts? 
Or was it not an 'either .. : or', 
but a 'both ••. and' situation? 

· 11 was or interest.that, whereas 
Ainerican Jews tended to'accept the 
divorce between State and Religion, 
British le\VJ'Y was more cc)nccmed 10 
sec the State in dialogue with 
religious values. When it tame to 
the COllliideration Of practical 
responses to the urban priority 
areu to which 'Faith lo th·~ City' 
had drawn ettentlon, It wa:; clear 
that lhe Jewish communit};, as a 
small minority, could not tackle any 
lari:c projecL II was, however, 
pointed out that Jewiy, as a 
minority group, might have something 

I 
I 

to say to other minority ~ups 
about the possibility or finding a 
mode or life and o~ration within a 
majority culture WJthout demanding 
that the majority aa:ommodated 
i!SeU to the minority. There were 
some expre&Sions of doubt whether 

.Jews as a whole would be happy with 
joint action. Manywould prefer 
some token Jewish iction. The tenor 
of the meeting. howe\'er, was that 
some projects, howe~r 1maU. should 
be undertaken jointly between 
Christians and JcW$ 111<1 it was 
suggested that the Council or 
Oinstians and Jew$ might not only 
be a talking shop, but an agency for · 
joint sociaf action which reTiectcd 
their religious concerns. 

Both the Archbishop of York and the 
Olicr Rabbi arc sp«ially concerned . 
with medical ethics. The Alehbishop 
lntiodu.ccd the ethical problems 
relating to AIDS. He ga\'e a · 
succinct statement oo. the current 
kn owled~ con,cming the &e0urgci as 
it applied to Africa as well as the 
western world. The response or the 
Chief Rabbi indicated the 
intcnningJlns of moral demands on 
the community and the expression of 
compassion and pastoral concern for 
the victims. . · 

Dr Gerhard M Rieper &om the World 
Jewish Cong:res.s in Geneva brought us 
up to date with the growing concern 
.for O\risUan-Jcwi&h relations that 
marked most OiristJan dcnominatlons · 
and gave a moving ac:cOunt or how, 
during the war, he had tried to 
e110ke action on the part or wcsrcrn 
nations to ca~c U\c Nazi 1.brcatof 
ethnic extermination. Unbelief and 
inactivity-with a rew c:xCcptions - . 
had led 111cxorably to.thc.holocausL 

Jews and Cbrisdi111 prayed 
separately, but we enjDycd iable 
fellciwship and an imporiant part or 
the occasion consisted in· numerous 
iierson-to-pcrsoa con\tetsatioo.s and 
ln the frankness within the poup 
discussions. We were ready to share 
our theoloJPCal pn:·suppos1tionsand 
faith spoke to faith. 11 was good 
to be lherc. 
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U.S. NEftS .&:(WORLD REPORT~ 

WHY' THE FUSS OVER POPE JOHN PAUL II AND THE JEWS? 
by Marc H. Tanenba,Um 

VATICAN CITY, ITALY - I have been sitting here in my hotel room s 
nearby St. Peter ' s Square spend:tng matt of my:f free time anssering 

telphone calls from media repa:ters in Rome or from throughout the 

United Stat es. Sever:.:i.l times each day I .go do§!h to a quiet corner' 

of the hotel. Iobby to do .a TV er radio intervies for broadcast to 

the United States, Italy, or some place else. 

All the hubbub focuses on a single s~bj~ct - " the summit meeting" 

o"f Jewish leaders with Pope J 0 hn P~ul II on September 1 in his 

su..rruu.er residence at Castel Gandolfo. 

At a rare ctuiet moment I fina myselfwond ering te x.J-sC1 £, J•why 

all the fuss?" From all the excitement in the media, you would think 

that we are about to witness the Second Coming (for Christians) or 

the First Coming (for Jews) of the Messiah? 

Then une~_pectedly, quite imperce_pti bly s:mmething clickf; deep 

inside me, ma.king connection si th ~ long-buried childhood memory, e.na 

all this fuss comes togelilher and suddenly rr.e,kes sense. 

Wb.en I w9.s Et c.fuild x!i:®:rt:.tx:fiJUXiLOCE:rXXNXM growing up in a poor 

ethnic neighborhood in South Baltimore, it sxx!ix wa:s a cherished 

famil'y practice for my parents, my older bro th er s,nd yotmger sister· 

and myself to sit around on a Sabbath afternoon in our living ro:om 

behind our grorcery Etore Emd sha,re experiences. My pareniti:i:. were 

Russis.;n Jev;ish i:mmigrants, devoutly Orthodox, who! fled the oppressidm, 

p.ogroms and poverty of Czari·st Ru:::siat. fcrr the blessed freedoms and 

economic opportunities of the United States. 

I was about five years old when on this paeticular Sabbath 

afterno.on in April our fg._111ily sat avound chatting anima teifw· hbou t 

prepara.tions for th:e Passover holAaay during the coming week. Suddenly, 

my father ' s warm face grew da_.rk;tIDitfx taut. "Children," he said, "it 
°' {' 0 u, Y\ di/ 

happened in Dimidivka ditt*99g(the Passover week ... " and he proceeded 

to recaln this story. 

Dimidiyka was a t iny Jewish village in the Ukre.ine. Dosn the 

road from my father's house, there was a Rus eian Orthodox church. 



FROM: GUNTHER LAWRENCE 
Hotel Ambasciatori 
phone: 47493 ext Room 16 

For release: 8/30/87 

FOR: INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

Jewish Leaders will convene a two- day conference tomorrow 

(Aug 31-Sept 1) with the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations 

to discuss a wide- agenda dealing with Catholic-Jewish relations. 

On Tuesday the IJCIC leaders will hold a me eting with Pope John 

Paul II at his residence at Castel Gandolfo . 

Delegati on chairman Rabbi Mordecai Waxman of the Synagogue 

Council of America carl ed the meetings "historic and hoped that the 

deliberations would continue to strengthen the bonds of friendship 

and close working relations between Jews and Catholics. " 

The delegation includes (in addition to Rabbi Waxman) 

AMERICAN JEWI SH COMMITTEE - Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, NYC, Director of 
International Relations 

B' NAI B ' RITH - Seymour Reich, president, Great Neck , LI 
Rabbi Leon Kle nicki, (Anti Defamation League), NYC 

ISRAEL INTERFAITH COMMITTEE - Dr. Geofrey Wigoder , Israel 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA - Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman, president , 
Lawrence, LI 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS - Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler , 
president, Westport, CT 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS - Dr . Gerhart Riegner, Geneva, Switzerland 
Henri Siegman (American Jewish Congress} NYC 
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THE AMERiC:AN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

·date 

to 

from 

subiect 

August 10, 1987 . 

Jim Rudin & Marc Tanenbaum 

William Gralnick 

Papal Visit 

cc: B. Gold 
G. DuBow 

Thursday evening, September 10th, at .8:00. P.M. t~e 
Miami Jewish conununity is throwing a dinner in honor of 
visiting Jewi~h leadership. · 

We will . have Cardinal Willebrands addressing the 
dinner. This has already been accepted. There. will be 
othe·r key Catholics in attendance as well. It will be 
at the Omni. 

The decision was made locally that it will be 11pay · 
· as you go", that ' s for staff. and lay. The cost will be 

$35.00 (+) · per plate. 

'.::.,_. It is very ·important that you both. attend and that 
your staff and lay leadership attend. All will be in-

· vited. 

In addition, I need ASAP copies .of any list~ you've 
sent to Gene Fisher re AJC attendees· • . That way I can 
double check invitations etc. 

I know I can count on your support. 

As always, 

WAG:gs 
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AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: 
Synagogue Councll ol America 
327 lcitington Avenue 
New York. N.Y. 10016 
Tel.: (212) 686-8670 

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT: 
Wor1d Jewish Congl'ess 
I Rue de Varcmbc . 
1211 Gcneve 20. Swi1iertand 
Tel.: (022) 34 13 25 

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES: 
American Jewish Committee 
IGS East S6th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

B'nal B'rlth · 
1640 Rhode Island Ave •• N.w. 
Washington. oc 20036 

The lsr•el lnterfalth 
Assoclotlon 

r .o.a. 7739 
Jecusalem 9l.077, lar.ael 

Synagogue Council of Ame(ica 
327 lexioglon Avenue 
New York. N.Y. 10016 

Wortd Jewish Con'gress 
1 Park Avenue 
New York. N.Y. 10016 

.·Ju ter11iztf 011a1 'ff ewisi~llf J#lftllli~~'.J1~~J?;~~~~~~}:,::;::}~~).=-~~:'.·_v ::~ :·: ;;:; ~=;>'::_~:f_:' ·~:'.; .. :; 
. ···.. .. . .. . 

OH 

J11tcrrcligious eousultatio11s 
_____________ .;__ _____ _.: _______ '------... .. ..... · ·- · ....... ·--·-·-·· 

July 28, 1987 

Dear IJCIC memb.er: 

Enclosed we are sending you some recent newspaper 
items £or your information. 

1. Ha'aretz, July 12, 198?. 

2. Kol Ha'Ir (Jerusalem), July 24, 1987. 

3. Yedioth Achronot, ~uly 24, 198?. 

4. Ma'ariv, July 2?, 1987. 

5. Int • . Herald Tribune, July 24, 1987. 

Thank you for your continued interest. 

Dr. Leon A. Feld.man 
Consultant 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi 1'1ord.ecai -Waxman 
Chairman 
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27.033 
Purpose 

14-15 
Catholicity and Interfaith Relations 

Part I of V 

A THEOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING OF TBE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 

Introduction 

Christians and Jews live side by side in our pluralistic American 
society. We engage one another not only in personal and social ways 
but also at deeper levels where ultimate values are expressed and 
where a theological understanding of our relationship is required. 
The confessional documents of the Reformed tradition are largely 
silent on this matter. Hence this paper has been prepared by the 
church, as a pastoral and teaching document, to provide a basis for 
continuing discussion within the Presbyterian community in the United 
States and to offer guidance· for the occasions in which Presbyterians 
and Jews converse, cooperate and enter into dialogue. What is the 
relationship which God intends between Christian and Jews, between 
Christianity and Judaism? A theological understanding of this 
relationship is the subject which this paper addresses. 

27.034 
Context 

27.035 
Theology is never done in a vacuum. It influences and is 

influenced by its context. We do our theological work today in an 
increasingly global and pluralistic context - one that is 
interpersonal and intercommunal as well. Moreov~r, as Presbyterians 
we do our theological work on the basis of Scripture, in the context 
of our faith in the living presence of Jesus Christ through the Holy 
Spirit, and of the church's theological tradition. A fev words about 
each of these dimensions of our context may be helpful in 
understanding this paper. 

27.036 
The context in which the church now witnesses is more and more 

global and pluralistic. Churches have been planted in every nation 
on earth, but in most places Christians exist as · a minority. The age 
of •cbristendom• has passed, and the age of an interdependent global 
society is fast emerging. Things said by Christians in Horth America 
about the relationships of Christians and Jews will be beard by 
Christians in the Middle East, where there are painful confl~cta 
affecting the entire region. Moreover it is increasln9ly difficult 
to ignore the existence of other religious communities and 
nonreligious movements in the world, many of which challenge our 
truth claims. · What we say on the ' subject before us will be 

--.. .... --- ··-······-······-·· ·-- - -- ---------------·-·----- - ------· . ... - ---·- ········ . 
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considered by these as well. We must be sensitive as we speak of .the 
truth we know, lest we add to the suffering of others or increase 
hostility and misunderstanding by what we say. 

27.037 
The context in which the church now witnesses is also 

interpersonal and intercomrnunal. The reality .of which we speak 
consists of individual persons and of entire peoples who carry within 
themselves real fears, pains and hopes. Whatever the Presbyterian 
Ch~rch (U.S.A.) says about the relationship of Christians and Jews 
must be appropriate to our North American setting, and yet sensitive 
to the deep longings and fears of those who struggle with this issue 
in different settings, especially in the Middle East. ~ecent General 
Assemblies ·of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) have maintained a 
clear and consistent position concerning the struggle in the Middle 
East as a matter of the church's social policy. The General Assembly 
regards the theological affirmations of the present study as 
consistent with the church's prior policy statements concerning the 
Middle East, which speak of the right of statehood in Palestine for 
Palestinians (c.f. Minutes of the 198th General Assembly (1986), 
PC(USA), Part I. p. 86) and· tbe right of the State of Israel to exist 
within secure borders established by the United Nations General 
Assembly resolutions. Therefore, the attention .of the church . is 
again called to the church's policy enunciated in 1974, reaffirmed in 
.1984 which reads in part: 

The right and power ~~ Palestinian people to self-determination 
by political expression, based upon full civil liberties for all, 
should be recognized by- the parties in the Middle East and by the 
international community •• • • The · Palestinian people should be full 
participants in negotiations • • • through representatives of their 

. own choosing. 

The righ~ !~nd power o~ Jewi~h people to self-determination by 
political expression in (the State of) Israel, based upon full 
civil liberties for all, should be recognized by the parties in 
the Middle East and by the international community. (c.f. 
Minutes of the 196th General Assembly (1984), PC(USA), Part . I, p . 
338. See also pp. 335-339, •Resolution on Middle East•, p. 82, 
GA Amendments to Resolution.). 

27.038 
The context of the church's .witness includes also the fact ·that 

our church is deeply bound to _;_its own heritage of Scripture and 
theological tradition. In discussing th~ .rel~tionsbip o£Cbristians 
and Jews, we -cannot separate ourselves from the Word of ·God, given in 
covenant to the Jewish people, made flesh in Jesus Christ, and ever 
renewed in the work of the ~oly .Spirit among us.. Acknowledging the 
guidance of . the church's confessional·: tradition, we recognize our . 

· responsibility to . interpret the Word for .- our s .ituation· today. What 

' J . 
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the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) says on this complex subject will 
ultimately be evaluated in terms of the theological contribution that 
it makes. 

27.039 
The context .of the church's witness includes, finally and most 

basically, the real presence of the risen Lord. We make our 
declarations within the love of Jesus Christ who calls us to witness, 
serve and believe in his name. Since our life is a part of what we 
say, we seek to testify by our deeds and words to the 
all-encompassing love of Christ through whom we •who were far off 
have been brought near• to the covenants of promise. 

27.040 
Background 

27.041 
This theological study is not unprecedented. Since World War II, 

statements and study documents dealing with J ·ewish-Chr istian 
relations have been issued by a number of churches and Christian 
bodies. Among these are the Vatican's Nostra Aetate (1965), the 
Report of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churcbes (1968), the statement of the Synod of the Reformed Church of 
Bolland (1970), the statement of the French Bishop•~ - Committee for 
Relations with the Jews (1973), the report of the Lutheran World 
Federation (1975), the statement of the Synod of Rhineland Church in 
West Germany (1980), · t 'be report of the Christian/Jewish Consultation 
Group of the Church of Scotland (1985), and the study of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches (1986) . 

27.042 
The present study bas been six years in preparation. It is the 

product of a project begun in 1981 within the -former Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., then redeveloped and greatly expanded in scope and 

.Participation in 1983 upon the reunion which brought into being the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The study bas been developed under the 
direction of the. church's Council on Theology and Culture, through a 
process which involved many people reflecting diverse interests and 
backgrounds, both in the United States and the Middle East. 

27.043 
In the course of addressing this subject, our church ·has come to 

see many things in a new light.. The study baa helped us to feel the 
pain of our Jewish neigbbors ·vho remember that the Holocaust was 
carried out in the heart ·of •cbristian Europe• by persona many of 
whom we·re baptized Christians. We have come to understand ii) a new 
way how our witness to the gospel can be· perceived by Jews as an 
attempt to · erode and ultimately to destroy. their own communitles. 
Similarly, we ·bave been made .sensitive to the difficult role of our 
Arab Chrlstian ·brothers and sisters in the Middle East. We have 
listened to ~he anguish of ~be Palestinians, and we have· heard their 
cry. 

... ··,"': 
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27.044 
The paper which we here present to the church does not attempt to 

address every problem, nor to say more than we believe that we are 
able truly to say. It consists of seven theological affirmations, 
with a brief explication of each. Together they seek to lay the 
foundation for a new and better relationship under God between 
Christians and Jews. They are: 

(1) a reaffirmation that the God who addresses both Christians 
and Jews is the same - the living and true God; 

(2) a new understanding by the church that its own identity is 
intimately related to the continuing identity of the Jewish people; 

(3) a · willingness to ponder with Jews the mystery of God's 
election of both Jews and Christians to be a light to the nations; 

(4) an acknowl~dgement by Christians that Jews are in covenant 
relationship with God, and the consideration of the implications of 
this reality for evangelism and witness; 

(5) a determination by Christians to put an end to •the teaching 
of contempt• for the Jews; 

(6) ·a willingness to investigate the continuing significance of 
the promise of •1ana•, its associated obligations, and to explore the 
implications for Christian theology; 

(7) a readiness to act on the hope which we share with the Jews 
in God's promise of the peaceable kingdom. 

27.045 
These seven theological affirmations with their explications are 

offered to the church not to end . debate but to inform it, and thus tq 
serve as a bas1s for an ever deepening understanding of the mystery 
of God's saving work in the world. 

27.046 
Definitions and Language 

27.047 
The defining of terms on this subject is complex, but 

unavoidable. We understand •Judaism• to be the religion of the 
Jews. It is practiced by many today and extends back into the period 
of the Bebrew scriptures. Judaism of late antiquity gave rise to 
that form Qf Judaism .which has been developing since tbe first 
century known as •Rabbinic Judaism•. It gave .rise to early 
Christianity as well. Both Christianity and Judaism claim 
relationship with the ancient people Israel; the use of the term 
•1srae1• in this study is restricted to its ancient reference. When 
referring to the contemporary State of Israel this document will use 
•state of Israel•. 

. ~ 
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We understand •Jews• to include those persons whose 
self-understanding is that they are descended from Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, and Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah, and those converted into 
the Jewish community. We recognize that Jews are varied in the 
observance of their religion, and that there are many Jews who do ~ot 
practice Judaism at all. 

27.049 
The language of this paper is conformable to General Assembly 

guidelines for inclusiveness within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
It avoids gender-specific references either to God or to the people 
of God, except in reference to the Trinity and the Kingdom of God, 
and in direct quotation from Scripture. The word, •tord,• is used 
only with reference to Jesus Christ. The paper acknowledges the role 
of both women and men in the church's tradition. 

27.050 
The following affirmations are offered to the church for our 

common edification and growth in obedience and faith. ~o God alone 
be the glory. 

Affirmations and Explications 

27.051 
1. lie affirm t.ha.t. .the living G.Qd ~Christians worship is~ 

~ ~ lffiQ i.s. worshiped And served ~ ~. ~ M.il witness th& 
.t.he. ~ revealed .in Jesus, Sl ~, t2 12..e ~ T.riune I&ti1 Q.f. all, is. 
.the. .s..am.e Q.Il.e disclosed .in ~ lif.e Arui worship .Qi. Israel. 

Explication 
27.052 

Christianity began ~n the context of Jewish faith and life. 
Jesus was a Jew, as were his earliest followers Paul, the apostle of 
the Gentiles, referred to himself as a •aebrew of the Hebrews.• The 
life and liturgy of the Jews provided the language and thought forms 
through which the revelation in Jesus was first received and 
expressed. Jewish liturgical forms were decisive for the worship of 
the early church, and are influential still, especially in churches 
of the Reformed tradition. 

27.053 
Yet the ~elationship of Christians to Jews is more than ·one of 

common history and ideas. The relationship is significant for ~ur 
faith because Christians confess that ·the God of Abraham and Sarah, 
and their descendants, _is the very One whom .the apostles addressed as 
•the God and Father .of our Lord Jesus Christ.• The one God elected 
and entered into covenant with Israel to reveal the divine will and 
point to a future · salvation in ~hicb all people wiil live in peace 
and righteousness. This expectation of the reign of God in :·a 
Messianic Age was desc~ibed by the Hebrew prophets in different 
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ways. The Scriptures speak of the expectation of a deliverer king 
anointed by God, of the appearing of a righteous teacher1 of a 
suffering servant, or of a people enabled through God's grace to 
establish the Messianic Age. Early Christian preaching proclaimed 
that Jesus had become Messiah and Lord, God's anointed who has 
inaugurated the kingdom of peace and righteousness through his life, 
death, and resurrection. While some Jews accepted this message, the 
majority did not, choosing to adhere to the biblical revelation as 
interpreted by their teachers, and continuing to await the 
fulfillment of the messianic promises given through the prophets, 
priests, and kings of Israel. 

27.054 
Thus ·the bond between the community of Jews and those who came to 

be called Christians was broken, and both have continued as vital but 
separate communities through the centuries. Nonetheless, there are 
ties which remain between Christians and Jews: the faith of both in 
the one God whose loving and just will is for the redemption of all 
humankind: and the jewishness of Jesus whom we confess to be the 
Christ of God. f 

27.055 
In confessing Jesus as the Word of God in~arnate, Christians are 

not rejecting the concrete existence of Jesus who .lived by the faith 
of Israel. Rather, we are affirming the unique way in which Jesus, a 
Jew, is the being and power of God for the redemption of the world. 
In him, God is disclosed to be the Triune One who creates and 
reconciles all things. This is the way in which Christians affirm 
the reality of the one God who is sovereign over all. 

27.056 
2. He affirm .t.ha..t. ~ church, elected in Jesus Christ, ~ 12.e.e.Il 

engrafted .in..t..Q ~ people Qf G.QQ established ~ ~ covenent ltiJ;.h 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Therefore, Christians ~ D.Q.t. reElaced 
~. 

27.057 
Ex pl ica t io.n 

The church, especially in the Reformed tradition, understands 
itself to be in covenant with God through its election in Jesus 
Christ. Because the church affirms this covenant as fundamental to 
its existence, it has generally not sought nor felt any need to offer 
any positive interpretation of God• s relationship with the Jews·, 
lineal descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah with whom God covenanted long ago. The emphasis has 
fallen on the new covenant established in Christ and the creation of 
the church. 

27.058 
Sometime during the second century of the Common Era a view 

called •superse~sionism•, based on the readirig of some biblical texts 
and ~urtured in controversy, began to take shape. By the beginning 
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of the third century this teaching that the Christian church had 
superseded the Jews as God's chosen people, became the orthodox 
understanding of God's relationship to the church. Such a view l 
influenced the church's understanding of God's relationship wi th the 

- ~ 

Jews, and allowed the church to regard Jews in .an inferior ligh~. t 

27.059 tJ' 
~upersessioni~m m~intains that because the. Jews refused to .f 

receive J·esus as Messiah, they were cursed by God, are no longer -in ""\. 
covenant with God, and that the church alone is the •true Israel• or J .. 
the •spiritual Israel." When Jews continue to assert, as they do, \ 
that they are the covenant people of God, they are look~d -upon by 
many Christians as impertinent intruders, claiming ·a eight which is 
no longer theirs. The long and dolorous history of Christian 
imperialism, in which the church often justified anti-Jewish acts and~ 
attitudes in the name of Jesus~ finds its theological base in this ~\ 
teaching. ' ~ 

27 .060 .......... 
We believe and testify that this theory of supersessionism or '-l 

replacement is harmful and in need of reconsideration as the church 1. 
seeks to proclaim God's saving activity with humankind. The~· 1 

scriptural and theological bases for this view are clear ~nough1 but 
we are prompted to look again at our tradition by events in our own 
time, and by an increasing number of theologians and biblical 
scholars who ace calling for s uch a reappraisal . The pride ~nd 
prejudice which have been justified by reference to this doctrine of 
replacement themselves seem reason enough for taking a hard look at 
thi s position. 

27.061 I 

For us , the teaching that the church has been engrafted by God's 
grace into the people of God finds as much support _in Scripture as 
the view of supersessionism, and is much more consistent with our 
Reformed understanding of the work of God in Jesus Christ. The 
emphasis is on the continuity and trustworthiness of God's 
commitments and God's grace. The issue for the early church· 
concerned the inclusion of the Gentiles in God's saving work, not the ~ 
exclusion of the Jews. Paul insists that God ls God of both Jews and 
Gentiles and justifies God's redemption · of both on the basis of faith 
(Romans 3:29-30). God's covenants are not broken. •God has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew• (Romans 11:2). The church bas 
not •replaced• the Jewish people. Quite the contrary! The church, 
being made up primarily of those who were once aliens and strangers 
to the covenants of promise, has been engrafted into the people of 
God by the covenant with Abraham (Roman 11:17-18). 

27.062 . t 
·The continue~ exi6tence of the Jewish people and of the church as 

communities elected by God is, as .the Apostle Paul . expressed it, a 
•mystery• (Romans 11125). We do not claim to fathom this mystery, · 
but we cannot ignore it. At the same time we can never forget ,that~ 
~e stand in . a covenant established by Jesu~ Christ (Hebrews 8) We 
ponder the work of God, - including the wonder of .Christ's atoning work 

.. j 
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for us. atever we pre to say, we m t affirm 
covenan ng with bo the Jews and e church, 
desir to save al umanity is compelli 
ef f ts to clai advantage one the othe • 

27.063 

's gracio 
nd cejoic 

than our ~s 
'• 

3. ~affirm .t..h.at. 12.Q.t.h ~ church a.rui the Jewish people~ 
elected bY G.Q.Q. !Qi: witness tJ2 ~ world, .snQ .t.ha.t. .t.b..e relationship ~ 
.the church tQ contemporary ~ is. based .Qll that gracious AW! 
irrevocable election 2f b.Q.th. 

Explication 

27.064 
God chose a particular people, Israel, as a sign and foretaste of 

God's grace toward all people. It is for the sake of God's 
redemption of the world that Israel was elected. The promises of 
God, made to Abraham and Sarah and to their offspring after them, 
were given so that blessing might come upon •all families of the 
earth• (Genesis 12:1-3). God continues that purpose throµgh 
Christians and Jews. The church, like the Jews, is called to be a 
light to the nations (Acts 13:47). God's purpose enbraces the whole 
creation. 

27.065 
In the electing of people's, God takes the initiative. Election 

does not manifest human achievement but divine grace. Neither Jews 
nor Christians can claim to deserve this favor. Election is the way 
in which God creates freedom through the Holy Spirit for a people to 
be for God and for others. God, who is ever faithful to the word 
which has been spoken, does not take back the divine election. 
WhP.never either the Jews or the church have rejectea God's ways, God 
has judged but not rejected them. This is a sign of God's redeeming 
faithfulness toward the world. · 

27.Q66 
Both Christians and Jews are elected to service for the life of · 

the world. Despite profound theological differences separating 
Christians and Jews, we believe that God has bQund us together in a 
unique relationship for the sake of God's love for the world. We 
testify to this election, but we cannot explain it. It is part of 
the purpose of God for the whole creation. Thus there is much common 
ground where Christians and Jews can and should act together. 

27.067 
4. He affirm t.llil.t ~ reian .Qf !i.22 is attested b2tll ~the. 

continuing existence 21 ~ Jewish people And ~ the cbyrch'A 
proclamation S2f .t..h.e Gospel 2f Jesus Christ. · Hence, ~ speaking 
~ ~ about matters 2f faith, ~ lllllS.t. always acknowledge .t.ha.t. 
~ ~ already in A conyeoantal relationship li.i.th GQd. 
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Explication 

God, who acts in human history . by the Word and Spirit, is not 
left without visible witnesses on the earth. God's sovereign and 
saving reign in the world ·is signified both by the continuing 
existence of, and faithfulness within, the Jewish people who, by all 
human reckoning, might be· expected to have long since passed from the 
stage of history, and by the life and witness of the church. 

27.069 

As the cross of Jesus has always been a stumbling block to Jews, 
so also the continued existence and faithfulness of the Jews is often 
a stumbling block to Christians. Our persuasion of the truth of God 
in Jesos Christ has sometimes led Christians to conclude that Judaism 
should no longer exist, now. that Christ has come, and that all Jews 
ought properly to become baptized members of. the church. Over the 
centuries, many afflictions have been visited on the Jews by 
Christians holding this belief-not least in our own time. We believe 
that the time has come for Christians to stop and take a new look at 
the Jewish people and at the relationship which God wills between 
Christian and Jew. 

27.070 

Such reappraisal cannot avoid the issue of evangelism. For Jews 
this is a very sensitive issue. Proselytism by Christians seeking to 
persuade, even convert, Jews often implies a negative judgment on 
Jewish faith. Jewish reluctance to accept Christian claims is all 
the more understandable when it is realized that conversion is often 
se~n by them as a threat to Jewish survival • . Many J~ws who unite 
with the church sever their bonds with their people~ On the other 
·hand, Christians are commissioned to witness to the whole world about 
the good news of Christ's atoning work for both ·Jew and Gentile. 
Difficulty arises when we . acknowledge that the same Scripture which 
proclaims that atonement and which Christains claim as God's word. 
clearly states that Jews are already in a covenant relationship with 
God who makes and keeps covenants. 

27.071 

For Christians, there is no easy answer to this matter. Faithful 
inter~retation of the biblical ·record indicates that there · ~re 
elements of God's covenant with Abraham that are unilateral and 
unconditional. However, there are also elements of the covenant 
which appear to predicate benefits upon faithfulness (see Gen. 
17:lff.). Christians, historically, have proclaimed that true 
obedience is impossible for a sinful humanity and thus have been 

. impelled to witness to the ato~i~g work· of J~sus of Nazareth, the 

.. ·: 
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promised Messiah, as the way to a right relationship with God. 
However, to the present day, many Jews have been unwilling to accept 
the Christian claim and have continued faithfully in their covenant 
tradition. In light of scripture which testifies to God's repeated 
offer of forgiveness to Israel, we do not presume to judge in God's 
place. Our commission is to witness to the saving work of Jesus 
Christ; to preach good news among all the •nations• Cethnel. 

27.072 

Dialogue is the appropriate form of faithful conversation between 
Christians and Jews. Dialogue is not a cover for proselytism. 
Rather, as trust is established, not only questions and concerns can 
be shared but faith and commitments a.s well. Christians have no 
reason to be reluctant in sharing the good news of their faith with 
anyone. However, a militancy that seeks to impose one's own point of 
view on another is not only inappropriate but also counterproductive. 
In dialogue, partners are able to define their faith in their own 
terms, avoiding caricatures of one another, and are thus better able 
to obey the commandment, "Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
they neighbor.• Dialogue, especially in light of our shared history, 
should be entered into with a spirit of humility and a commitment to 
reconciliation. Such dialogue.can be a witness that seeks also to 
heal that which has been broken. It is out of a mutual willingness 
to listen and to learn that faith deepens and a new and better 
relationship between Christians and Jews is enabled to grow. 

27.073 

. 5. We acknowled9e in repentance the church's ~ong and deep 
complicity in the proliferation of anti-Jewish attitudes and actions 
through its "teaching of contempt• for the Jews. Such teaching we 
now repudiate, together with the acts and attitudes which it 
oeoerates. 

Explication 

27.074 

Anti-Jewish sentiment and action by Christians began in New 
Testament times. The struggle between Christians and Jews in the 
first century of the Christian movement was often bitter and marked 
by mutual violence. The depth of hostility left its mark on early 
Christian and Jewish literature, including portions of the New 
Testament. · 

27.075 

In subsequent centuries, after the occasions for the original 
hostility had long since passed, the church misused portions of the 
New Testament as proof texts to justify a heightened animo~ity toward 
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Jews. For. many ~enturies, it was the church's teaching to label Jews 
as •christ-killers• and a •deicide race.• This is known as the 
•teaching of contempt.• Persecution of Jews was at. times officially 
sanctioned, and at other times indirectly encouraged or at least 
tolerated. Holy Week ·became a time of terror for Jews. 
Jew For may c turies, . it w s the c re s te bing to l~ 

Je as •chris · lers• and deicide ra This nown as he 
•t hing of cont tion of Jes sat tie offic· . Y 
s ~pt· ned, and t o her time i~irectly encouraged r a,t ·1eas. · .. 
t ~erat • Hol Week became a time of t rror for J .. 

' 

27 . 076 

To this day, the church's worship, preaching, and teaching often 
lend themselves, at times unwittingly, to a perpetuation of the 
"teaching of contempt.• For example, the public reading of Scripture 
without explicating potentially misleading passages concerning •the 
Jews,• preaching which uses Judaism as a negative example in order to 
commend Che istianity, public prayer which as·sumes that only the 
prayers of Chri};tians are pleasing to God, teaching in the church 
school which reiterates sterotypes and nonhistorical ideas about the 
Pharisees and Jewish leadership--all of these contribute, however 
subtly, to a continuation of the church's •teaching ~f contempt.• 

27.077 

It is painful to realize how the teaching of the church has led 
individuals and groups ·to behavior that has tragic consequences. It 
is agonizing to discover t ·hat the church's "teaching of contempt• wa·s 
a major ingredient that made possible the monstrous policy of 
annihilation of Jews by Nazi Germany. It is disturbing to have to 
admit that the churches of the West did little to challenge the 
policies of their governments, even in the face· of the growing 
certainty that the Holocaust was taking place. Though many 
Christians in Europe acted heroically to shelter Jews# the cecord 
reveals that most churches as well as governments, the world over, · 
largely ignored the pleas for sanctuary for Jews. 

27.078 

As the very embodiment of anti-Jewish attitudes and actions, the 
Holocaust is a sober reminder that such horrors are actually possible 
in this world, and that t~ey begin with apparently small acts of 
disdain or ex~edience. Hence we pledge to be alert _for all such acts 
of denigration from now on, so that they may be resisted. We also 
pledge resistance to any such actions, perpetrated -by anyone, 
~nywhere. 
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The Church's attitudes must be reviewed and changed as necessary, 
so that they never again fuel the fires of hatred. We must be 
willing to admit our church's complicity in wrongdoing in the past, 
even as we try to establish a new basis of trust and communication 
with Jews. We pledge, God helping us, never again to participate in, 
to contribute to, or to allow the persecution or denigration of Jews, 
or the belittling of Judaism. 

27 . 079 

6. We affirm the continuity of God's promise of land along with 
the obligations of that promise to the people Israel. 

Explication 

27.080 

As the Church of Scotland's (1985) report says: 

We ~re aware that in dealing with this matter we are 
entering a minefield of complexities across which is 
strung a barbed-wire entanglement of issues, 
theological, political and humanitarian. 

However, a faithful explication of Biblical material relating to the 
covenant with Abraham cannot avoid the reality of the promise of 
l~nd. The question with which we must wrestle is how this promise is 
to be understood in the light of the existence of the modern 
political State of Israel which has taken its place among the nations 
of the world. 

27.081 

The Genesis record indicates that •the land of your sojournings• 
was promised to Abraham and his and Sarah's descendants. This 
promise, however, included the demand that •you shall keep my 
covenant ••• • (Genesis 17:7-8). The implication is that the 
blessings of the promise were dependent upon fulfillment of covenant 
relationships. Disobedience could bring the loss of land, even while 
God's promise was not revoked. God's promises are always kept, but 
in God's own way and time. 

27.082 
- . 

The establisbment ·of the State of . Israel in our day bas been seen 
by many devout Jews as the fulfillment of God's divine promise • .. . - .. 
Other Jews are equally sure tha~ it is not, . and regard the ·state of 
Israel as an unauthorized attempt to flee divinely imposed exile. 

~ • ' 
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Still other Jews interpret the State 
terms. Christian opinion is equally 
Christians, however, we believe that 
ever be the full expression of God's 
of Israel, stand accountable to God. 
geopolitical entity and is not to be 

27.083 

of Israel in purely secular 
diverse. As Reformed 
IlQ government at ADY time can 
will. All, including the ~tate. 

The State of Israel is a 
validated theologically. 

God's promise of land bears with it obli9aiton. Land is to be 
used as the focus of mission, the place where a people can live and 
be a light to the nations. Further, because land is God's to be 
given, it can never be fully possessed. The living out of God's 
covenant in the land brings with it not only opportunity but also 
temptation. The history of the people of Israel reveals the 
continual tension between sovereignty and stewardship, blesiing and 
curse. 

27.084 

The Hebrew prophets made clear to the people of their own day as 
well, indeed, as .a.n.y day, that those in possession of •1ana• have a 
responsibility and obligation to the disadvantaged, the oppressed and 
the •strangers in their gates•. God's justice, unlike ours, is 
consistently in fayor of the powerless (Ps.103:6). Therefore we, 
whether Christian or Jew, who affirm the divine promise of land, 
however land is to b~ understood, dare not fail to uphold the divine 
right of the dispossessed. We have indeed been agents of the 
dispossession of others . In particular, we confess our complicity in 
the loss of land by Palestinians, and we join with those of our 
Jewish sisters and brothers who stand in solidarity with Palestinians 
as they cry for justice as the dispossessed. 

27.085 

We disavow any teaching which says that peace can be secured 
without justice through the exercise of violence and retribution. 
God's justice upholds those who cry out against the strong. God's 
peace comes to those who do justice and mercy on the earth. Hence we 
look with dismay at the violence and injustice occurring in the 
Middle Eas~. 

27.086 

For 3,000 years the covenant promise of land has been an 
essential element of the self-understanding of Jewish people. 
Through centuries of dispersion and exile, Jews have continued to 
understand themselves as a people in relation to the God they have 
known through the promise of land. However, to understand that 
promise solely in .terms of a specific geographical entity on the 
eastern shore of the Mediterranean is, in our view, inadquate. 



·. 

···: . 

=?. 

27.086a 

14-28 
PART IV of V 

Catholicity and Interfaith Relations 

"'" 

•Lana• is understood as more than place or property; •1ana• is a 
biblical· metaphor for sustainable life, prosperity, peace and 
security. We affirm the rights to these essentials for the Jewish 
people. At the same time, as bearers of the good news of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, we affirm those same rights in the name of justice 
to all peoples. We are aware that those rights are not realized by 
all persons in our day. Thus we affirm our solidarity with all 
people to whom those rights of •1ana• are currently denied. 

27.086b 

We disavow those views held by some dispensationalists and some 
Christian Zionists that see the formation of the State of Israel as a 
signal of the end time, which will .bring the Last Judgment, a 
conflagration which only Christians will survive. These views ignore 
the word of Jesus against seeking to set the time or place of the 
consummation of world history. 

27.087 

We therefore call on all people of faith to engage in the work of 
reconciliation and peacemaking. We pray for and ·encourage those who 
~ould break the cycles of vengeance and violence, whether it be the 
violence of states or of resistance movements, of terror or of 
retaliation. We stand with those who work toward nonviolent 
solutions, including those who choose nonviolent resistance. We also 
urge nation states and other political institutions to seek 
negotiated settlements of conflicting claims. · 

. :~~. 2 7 • 0 8 8 
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The seeking of justice is a sign of our faith in the reign of 
God. 

27.089 

7. We affirm that Jews and Christians are partners in waiting. 
Christians see in Christ the redemption not yet fully visible in the 
world. and Jewsawait the messianic redemption. Christians a,nd Jews 
together await the final manifestation of God's promise of the 
peaceable kingdom. · 

~=·· 
!1=::-: 
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Explication 

.· • r- . 

Christian hope is continuous with Israel's hope, and is 
unintelligible apart from it. New Testament teaching concerning the 
Kingdom of God was shaped by the messianic and apocalyptic vision of 
Judaism. That prophetic vision was proclaimed by John the Baptist, 
and the preaching of Jesus contained the same vision. Both Jews and 
Christians affirm that God reigns over all human destiny and has not 
abandoned the world to chaos, and that, despite many appearances to 
the contrary, God is acting within history to establish righteousness 
and peace. 

27.091 

Jews still await the kingdom which the prophets foretold. $ome 
look for a messianic age in which God's heavenly reign will be 
ushered in upon the earth. Christians proclaim the good news that in 
Christ •the Kingdom of God is at hand,• yet we too wait in hope for 
the consummation of the redemption of all things in God. Though the 
waiting of Jews and Christians is significantly different on account 
of our differing perception of Jesus, nonetheless we both wait with 
eager longing for the .fulfillment of God's gracious reign . upon the 
earth--the kingdom of righteousness and peace foretold by the 
prophets. We are in this sense partners in waiting. 

27.092 
27.093 
27.094 

27 . 095 

(deleted) 
(deleted) 
(deleted) 

Both Christians and Jews are called to wait and to hope in God. 
While we wait, Jews and Christians are called to the service of God 
in the world. However that service may differ, the vocation of each 
shares at least these elements: a striving to realize the word of 
the prophets, and attempt to remain sensitive to the dimension of the 
holy, an effort to encourage the life of the mind, and a ceaseless 
activity in the cause of justice and peace. These are far more than 
the ordinary requirements of our common humanity; they are elements 
of our · common election by the God· of Abraham, Isa.ac and Jacob, and 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah. Precisely because our election is 
·not to privilege but to ·Service, Christians and Jews are obligated to 
act together in these things. By so acting, we· faithfully live out 
our partnership in waiting. By so doing, we believe that God is 
glorified. 
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Recommendations 

The Council on Theology and Culture makes the· following 
recommendations to the 199th General Assembly (1987): 

27.097 

la. That the General Assembly adopt for study and reflection the 
paper, _•A Theological Understanding of the Relationship between 
Christians and Jews•, and distribute it to the church as a 
provisional understanding of the subject along with a brief study 
guide including a bibliography and response questionnaire, the latter 
of which is to be returned to the appropriate Ministry Unit; 

lb. That instruction be given to the appropriate Ministry Unit 
to appoint a work group composed of some members of the Task Force, 
some staff with responsibilities for work in the Middle East, and 
others to be chosen; and to invite Christians living in the Middle 
East to participate with the Work Group; that a conference be held 
with the Middle East Council on Churches and partner churches of the 
PC(OSA) in the Middle East in the Spring of 1988 to discuss and 
negotiate an acceptable understanding between the PC(USA) and the 
MECC and partner churches concerning its content, status and function 
in our ongoing work together; this committee is to report to the 
appropriate Ministry Unit at the conclusion of the conference. 

le . That instruction be given the appropriate Ministry Unit to 
report on the results of their study and reflection process and bring 
any appropriate recommendations to the 20lst General Assembly (1989). 

'·.· 
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2. That the Stated Clerk be directed to print the report and to 
· distribute it to each minister, Christian ~ducator, .and session 
within the church, to ecumenical partner churches in mission, to 
churches with which the ·Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is in . 
correspondence, · and t ·o the major Jewish organizations in the United 
States; ·and partner churches of the PC(USA) in the Middle East. 

27.099 (delete) 
27 . 100 (delete) 

27.101 

3. That the General Assembly request pastors and Christian 
educators to initiate educational programs des i gned to foster 
understanding and better relationships between Christians and Jews; 

27.102 

4. That the General Assembly urge the expansion of instruction 
in Judaic studies in the theological seminaries of the church: 

27 . 103 

S. That we communicate our sensitivity to the issue of 
including a Holocaust Remembrance Day in the liturgical calendar of 
the PC(USA) and to refer this matter to the appropriate Ministry 
Unit. 

27.104 

6. That the General · Assembly instruct the General Assembly 
Council to gi~e increased encouragement to those ~orking for 
reconciliation of all parties in the Middle East through exploring 
the feasibility of joining with others, in as broadly an ecumenical 
way as possible·, in developing those instrumentalities, acceptable to 
all participan·ts, which enable and fac.ilitate constructive dialogue 
and common efforts to improve relationships between Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims, especially but not only in the Middle East and the 
U.S.A. 

27.1~5 (referred to Location and Mission Design) 

27.106 

7. That the General Assembly Council be directed to monitor the 
implementation of these actions of the General Assembly and to repoct 
thereon periodically to the General Assembly. 
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Dear ::w..o '. 

The enclosed open letter to Pope John Paul II, 
written by one of my members, Jesse Besso, was recently 

.called to my attention. 

It is a scathing indictment of Kurt Waldheim and 
the Pope fqr having received him . 

You ~ay find its contents both interesting, in
formati v¢ and worthy of the widest circulatio.n. 

S~y,~ 
II/sw Rabbi Irwin Isaacson 

''they shall build unto me a sanctuary that I may dwell ~mong them" 



June 21, 1987 

AN OPEN LETTER TO POPE JOHN PAUL II 

I find it most difficult to contain my profoun£ sense of shock 
and dismay to learn that you ~-=p:J;aJ&ting to- grant.1an audience t0 
Kurt Waldheim, the ~resident of Austria,and bestowed honors upon 
him. 

There are today Holocaust survivors from my hometown of Ioannina 
Greece, who are p~epared to testify that it was Kurt Waldheim who 
emerqad from a seaplane that docked in Lake Pamvolis in Ioannina, 
Greece on Friday afternoon, March 24, 1944 and on the following snowy 
morning of Saturday, March 25, 1944, personally supervised the rounding 
up of iaoo :men, women and children all of whom were members of the 
Jewish community. Amonqst them were my beloved mother, father, aunt 
and many relatives. They were sent to Hitler's infamous and diabolical 
gas chanbers and crematoria. 

I prayed and ! ·hoped that you would never receive this unrepentant 
Nazis criminal whose . hatred of Jews still burns fiercely in his heart 
and soul. But if for political or other dubious reasons you had to 
receive him, I wish that you would have asked his whereabout on those 
dates, (Fri. March 24, 1944 and Sat. March 25, 1944) and let the world 
know his answers. I have a strong suspicion that he would have lied 
even to you, just as he, by his own admission, declared that he had 
lied during his recent election campaign in attempting to conceal his · 
Nazis past. · 

I hope that you can understand my agony and sadness in writing 
this letter. As a religious leader, you are unfortunately sending 
very confusing signals to the world. I see you one day, kneelinq and 
praying in !•front of the ashes of my unforgettable parents and the next 
day you deign to honor their alleged murderer. 

I am sure that you realize that it blasphemes the memories of 
millions of innocent victims when their brutal murderers are honored 
by a leader of a major denonirnation of Christianity. 

Tragically our pleasl that you desist from granting him an audience 
have fallen on deaf ears, and it has revived the rumors that Pope 
Pius XII and the Vatican by their deafening silence, did nothing to 
help the victims of the Holocaust. It lends credehce to the shocking 
and disturbing reports concerning the Vaticans role in sheltering Nazis 
criminals by helpinq them flee to Syria, South America etc. and I 
might further add that your actions have reinforced the views of those 
who ciaim ~hat the virus of anti-semitism ran deep in pre-war Poland 
and was endemic amongst the people1 affecting all classes--even the 
clergy. Is that why most of Hitler's death camps and human abattoirs 
were located in Poland~ 
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If by chance, a word or phrase in this letter sounds disrespectful, 
please accept my sincere apology as no affront was meant or intended. 

Awaiting your kind reply, I rernain, 

Jessie Besso 

Holocaust Survivor from 
Ioannina, Greece 
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Suite 301 

121 Steuart Street 
JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL 

OF SAN FRANCISCO, THE PENINSULA, MARIN AND SONOMA COUNTIES 

Beneficiary ol the Jewish Community Federation 

July 24, 1987 

San Francisco, Ca 94105 

(415) 957-1551 

TO: Charney Bromberg, NJCRAC, colleagues in Detroit, Los 
Angeles, Columbia, San ).ntonio, Phoenix, Miami, New Orleans 

FROM: Rita R. Semel \J\J'~ 
Enclosed .is suggested text which we would like to use 

to circulate, beginning as soon as possible. It would be 
printed of course with room for signatures and adding an 
adddress for the completed form to be returned. We do not 
want to call it a petition since that word has connotations 
of entreaty rather than the tone which we want - that of a 
request from one equal to another? 

I hope we can gE!t this going ASAP t 

It was good to talk with all of you yesterday and I'm 
glad we're going to be coordinating as closely as possible. 

Thanks and regards. 



'-.· 

..... ,,.' ,. , ,, . . , ... . 

I• I 
• I DECLARATION OF CONCERN 1\ND HOPE TO POPE JOHN PAUL II 

During your pilgrimage to Auschwitz in 1979, you paused 
before a He brew inscription and made the following strong 
statement of moral leadership : 

"This inscription awak•ens the memory of the people whose 
sons and daughters were destined for total extermination. 
This people draws its origin from Abraham, our father in 
faith. The very people who received from God the 
commandment, "Thou shalt not kill," itself experiences in a 
special measure what is meant by killing . It is not 
permissible for anyone to pass by this inscription with 
indifference." ~ 

As that statement ~ned our hearts, we were equally 
IMA-fA-~- ~ 1 ---J~~~d+±·smayea hy your/a~eeptance of Waldheim. This gesture is ~. 

11 
IW~ ··~;;::::}· seen by the world as a sign of ~fie kinaof-i:ndiffer~n~-e-7 

t-~ you SQ aettt-eiy proscri bed. But now we look to the future, 
and to your role as one of the world's moral leaders. 
Looking to that future, and to the fulfillment of y~ur 
important statement at Auschwitz, we would urge youV-~e-do _J__ 

t he followi ng: r_ . / oQL · (L,, .-..~ ~L~J1.~ -Lib 
q C....0..V-~ I ~---, \ \.,A-v~~-· - -, a.c:-t- C"\,.._ 

l) ..si:.r.ong1¥ and explicitly instruct Catholics around the 
world to s t udy the Holocaust and to honor the memory of its 
victims with attention t o the uniqueness of the systematic 
slaughter of 6,000,000 Jews. 

2 ) Establish diplomatic recognition of and closer 
relationships .with the State of Israel, which was virtually 
the only refuge and redemption for the European victims and 
descendants of the Hol ocaust. 

These acti•:>ns at this· time would do much to turn the tide of 
••indifference" which you so eloquently excori.a..t.ed at 
Auschwitz. ~ 

In remembrance, is the secret of redemption - Baal Shem Tov 

(add Hebrew) 



APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

No .... 2.9.8.318.7./.6 .. 
This No. Should Be Prcfi'J;ed to the A nswer 

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N .W . 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 20008-3687 

July 2, 1987 

Chairman, International Jewish Committee : 
on Interreligious Consultations 
Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington A venue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Rabbi Waxman: 

At the request of .His Eminence Johannes Cardinal Willebran
ds, President of the Commission for Religious Relations with 
Judaism, I am pleased to forward the enclosed correspondence 
which arrived at this Apostolic Nunciature today by way of 
telex. 

With every good wish and kindest regards, I am 

Enclosure 

Prayerfully yours, 

Q.~ ~JtJcfk__ 
Monsignor Celestino~ Migliore 

Charge d' Affaires , a. i. 



"Prot. N. 208/87/A Vatican City, June 30, 1987 

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 
Chairman, International Jewish Committee 
On Interreligious Consultations 
Synagogu.e Council of America 
327 Lexington A venue 
New York, NY 10016 USA 

Dear Rabbi Waxman: 

I have received your telegram-letter, in which you express 
your deep feelings about the State Visit of Mr. Waldheim, Presi
dent of Austria, to the Vatican. 

First of all you express your appreciation for the dialogue 
between the Catholic Church and representatives of the Jewish 
people. You call this a dialogue of enormous historic meaning. 
I share this appreciation. I share this not only in regard to the 
past, compared to which it signifies without any doubt a new 
development, and as an official dialogue on the side of the 
Church, a turning point in our relations. But also and even 
more I share it in regard to the future. It is ·a starting point, 
a new approach. which has already shown its importance but has 
still a great task before it. This dialogue is concerned with the 
field of religious relations between the Church and the Jewish 
people. As such it should be continued, deepened and extend
ed. It has its own method and scope, which should be more 
clearly defined. Its historical context is different from that of 
the first centuries of Christianity, from that of the Middle Ages 
or from later periods, when there was persecutfon against the 
Jews. Its religious content and scope has new possibilities, 
especially because of the solemn declaration of the Second 
Vatican Council concerning the Church's relationship to the 
Jewish people, but also because of declared principles on reli
gious liberty, and the principles against proselytism. 

For the application and practical consequences of this 
declaration, the Church has created a special ~ommisSion in the 
Roman Curia, which has published further official documents in 
order to assure and to foster the implementation of the thoughts 
given by the Second Vatican Council. It will take a longer time 
and a continuous effort to overcome deeply-rooted prejudices and 
feelings and to convert those who hold them. so that under
standing. esteem and love may reign in the hearts of Christians 
and in society instead of prejudice, contempt and hatred. 

With absolute certainty I say to you, Dear Rabbi, that 
these convictions, fostered by the Council, are alive in the heart 
of the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II. On many occasions he 
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has given expression to this conviction and these feelings, 
whether addressing himself to the Jewish people, or speaking of 
them . A collection of his words and gestures related to . this 
subject would even now comprise a long list. It is a specific 
part of his pastoral guidance and magisterial teaching. Catholic 
learning in the field of history and theology concerning our 
relations with the Jewish people is considerable and growing. 
Allow me to say that I have dedicated to it a great deal of my 
heart and of my activity. But you know even better than myself 
that the field is large and still a great deal unexplored. All this 
indicates how serious and important the dialogue is which we 
have conducted now for 17 years. I am convinced that in the 
historical context of today, religious understanding and relations 
of a specific ecumenical quality are of basic importance for all 

· kinds of relations between Christians and Jews. 

Besides religious relations, we have social, cultural, politi
cal relations. All kinds of relations are linked with each other 
in some way. The strengthening of relations in one field has a 
bearing or influence on all of them. At the same time, each of 
them has its own problems, its own laws and customs. They 
should not be confused and one cannot decide over the other, 
although progress in one· field can be of decisive importance for 
the other. Politics, ·· to which belong also diplomatic · activities. 
have their own principles. laws and customs. They are. of 
course, submitted to moral criteria. Often the political and 
diplomatic activities of ·the Holy See demonstrate and claim the 
maintenance of moral principles as for instance in the field of 

· human rights, especially in regard to religious freedom, the 
. maintenance of peace, the sacredness of human life, etc. Never
theless, political science and moral philosophy are different 
disciplines. 

In your letter you mention two matters of a political nature. 
First of all, the question of the State visit of the President of 
Austria, Mr~ Waldheim, and, secondly. the question of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and the State of Israel. 

Concerning the visit of Mr·. Waldheim, you rightly call it in 
your letter a State visit. This means that the visit regards not 
the person but the State which he represents. The development 
of the visit and the talks · exchanged between the Holy Father 
and the President give ample proof of this nature of the visit. 
It is therefore unwarranted to say that this visit means that a 
blessing has been bestowed by the Pope on Mr. Waldheim, 
cleansing him of the accusations. I:n our time we have seen 
persons, highly ranked in government, who have been conVicted 
of crime or immoral behavior and have for th.at reason been 
obliged to resign. You call Mr. Waldheim an "accused Nazi war 
criminal." In the present case these are still alleged crimes of 
which we have no proof. We must be very careful in this matter 
to avoid considering and treating persons as criminals because of 
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alleged. crimes. Mr. Waldheim has held delicate and highly re
sponsible functions in the service of the United Nations and has 
never been formally accused or convicted as a criminal. He has 
the right to be treated with full consideration for his human 
rights and his official position. 

You express your disappointment that the commission of the 
Holy See for religious rel.ations with the Jews and our liaison 
committee for dialogue have not been consulted. In this way the 
underlying principles of dialogue would have been put aside. To 
this point I shall say that neither the commission of the Holy See 
nor the committee for dialogue have ever been mandat'ed to 
discuss or handle political affairs such as inter-State relations. 
We cannot fill in the absence of diplomatic relations between the 
State of Israel and the Holy See or take over this function. 
This is not our task or function. We are not the partners in 
these affairs. However, we can consider the religious aspects 
that might be involved in all kinds of relations. We can discuss 
this question in our meetings. 

You make the point of the importance of perception or 
interpretation of facts as distinct from and· consequent to inten
tion. This is a good point and I would _apply it also to certain 
manifestations that have taken place on the occasion of the State 
visit. They can easily be received and interpreted by our 
people as an expression of feelings on the Jewish side against 
the Holy See and against the person of . the Holy Father himself. 
Things · that happened in a history of centuries, and especi~y
the Shoah, can e:icplain all this to a great ,extent. We have a 
great task and responsibility towards each other to overcome and 
to heal wounds mutually inflicted and to build new relations of 

· confidence, peace and love. In this I come back again to what I 
have said in the first part of this letter. I still believe that our 
dialogue has, as you described it, "an enormous historic mean
ing." In a spirit of faith and hope I desire to continue the 
dialogue and I invite you sincerely to share this desire so that 
we can seek together how to fulfill this obligation. God will be 
with us. 

Yours sincerely, 

Johannes Cardinal Willebrands 
President of the Commission 

for Religious Relations 
with Judaism 

P. S. In regard to the request that you make in your letter of 
June 22 (referring to the statement of June 19), to have a 
meeting with the Pope before the Miami event, I could try to 
contact Bishop Keeler if you think that my present letter still 
gives rise .to imp9rtant points in Jewish/Christian relations which 
would need further discussion and clarification.'' 



~- - .. 

August 9 , 198 7 

POPE'S MEETING WITH JEWISH LEADERS UNPRECEDENTED 

WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY 

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JE\llSH COMMITTEE 

The invitation extended last week by Pope John P~ul I.I to Jewish leaders to 

meet with him in Rome at the end of August is an unprecedented and welcome 

development. 

The invit.ation was extended by· Cardinal Will~brands, P-resident of the Vatican 

Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relations, in an overseas telephone call last 

Tuesday to Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, Chairman of the International Jewish Committee 

on lnterreligious Consu,ltations ('IJ.CfC) that relates to the Vatican. 

According to Cardinal Wi I lebrand 1 s message to us, the Pope has agreed ': to-'a 

90-minute audience with a small group of Jewish leaders for· a full-scale 

substantive discussion of major issues in Catholic-Jewish relations. That 

dialogue is to be preceded by a day-long meetjng with the . influential Cardinal 

Casaroli, Vatican Secretary of State, Cardinal Willebrands, and key members 

of their staffs. 

From my meetings in the Vatican during the week of July 19th, it is clear to 

us that the Pope and highest Vatican authorities are prepared to discuss 

such issues as the Nazi holocaust, anti-Semitism, diplomatic relations with 

Israel, human rights and Soviet Jews. 

Contrary to unauthorized statements by a Jewish representative that appeared 

on the front page of the New York Times last Thursday, both the Vatican and 
\ 

our Jewish leaders are not approaching the coming meetings as confrontations, 

bristling with hostility. ~ather, we approach these critical meetings as 

important opportunities for overcoming misund~rstandings and restoring good 

faith in relations between Catholics and Jews around the world. 

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is director of international relations for the American 
Jewish Committee and presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS
Westinghouse Broadcasting System. 

MHT:RPR 
87-550 
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-~S ACCEPT VATICAN INVITATION 
,,~ .Yitzh'ak Rabi 

NEW YORK, Aug. 6 (JTA) -· American 
Jewish leaders accepted an invitation by the 
Vatican to meet with Pope John Paul II in Rome 
at the end of August or early September, prior to 
the Pope's visit to the United Siates and the 
scheduled meeting with Jewish leaders in Miami 
on September 11. 

The invitation was extended Tuesday by 

-2-
: 

:; Johannes Cardinal Wille brands, president . of the 
;' Vatican Commission· for ReligiQus Relations with 

the Jews; in a telephone call from Rome to Rabbi · 
Mordecai Waxman, chairman of the international ' 
affairs department of the Synagogue Council of 
America (SCA) and chairman of the International 

_Jewish Committee on Jnterreligious Consultations, 
(IJCJC). 

After a two-and-one-half ·hour meet ins • 
Wednesday in the offices of the SCA, representa· 
tives of the IJCIC 'decided to accept the invita· 
'ti on. 

Rabbi Marc Tancnbau·rn, -international affairs 
d-ircctor ·of !the American ~twish ·com.niiuee (AJC), 
told ·reporters that the meeting ·with the Pope 
should •clear -the air• and the misunderst:indina 
thu resulted fro·m the Pope's recent audience 
with President .Kurt Waldh-cim ot Austria who ·is 
accused of being a Nazi war criminal. 

9Tber~ arc fundamental and djfficuJt matters 
to djscuss.. • Tanenbaum told the Jewish Ti:le· 
graphic Agency Thursday. •we want to review 
with the Holy See the meeting with Waldheim and 
the whole question of the Pope's attitude toward 
the Nazi Holocaust.• 

Tanenbaum said that the Jewish leaders, by 
accepting the . Pope's invitation, arc hopeful that 
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the meeting •will open the way• for their partic
ip:ition. _in a meeting with the Pope in Miami on 
Sept. 11. The Miami meeting was in doubt follow-
ing the Pope-Waldheim meeting June 25, a meeting 
that :iingered and upset American Jewish leaders. 

The Jewish community was angered not only 
by the invitation to Waldheim but also by the 
Pope's failure to mention the fact that Jews were 
the main victims at the M:iidanek concentration 
camp. The Pope visited Maidanek last May and 
listed 14 nationalities whose members were mur
dered by the Nazis. He did not mention the Jews, 
although 850,000 of them were killed there. 

Full Agtnda To Rt Disru~sed 
A statement issued here Thursday by the 

SCA said that the meeting with the Pope in Rome 
would last between 60 to 90 minutes. It said that 
~the full agenda of Catholic/Jewish relations 
would be discussed with the Vatican Commission 
for Religious Relations with the Jews and the 
Vatican Secretariat to be followed by a meeting 
with Pope John Paul 11: 

The members of the IJCIC are: The Syna
gogue Council of America, World Jewish Congress, 
American Jewish Committee, a•nai B'rith and the 
Israel Interfaith Association. Since 1972, IJCJC 
h:u represented the world Jewish community in . 
discussions with the Vatican on Catholic/Jewish 
relations. 

Waxman said Thursday that other issues to 
b~ discussed during. the Vatican meetings arc 
anti-Semitism and the Vatican's continued refusal 
to recognize the State of Israel. 

As for the Miami meeting with the Pope, 
Waxman said: •we reserve · our "final decision -'OD . 

whether or not to go to Miami for the ceremonial 
meeting with the Pope pending the outcome of 
the forthcoming discussions at the v .atican.· / 

I 
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Rabbi downplays significance of another pope-Waldheim meeting · 
By Darrell Turner 

RNS Associate Editor 

NEW YORK (RNS) - An influential American rabbi downplayed Pope John Paul II's 
plans to meet with Austrian President Kurt Waldheim in Vienna, ·next year, describing the 
meeting as a matter of protocol required of the pope, whose primary mission wilJ be to 
discuss conflicts within the Austrian Catholic community. . 

Jews in the United States and around the world were outraged when the p0pe granted a 
Vatican audience on June 25 to Mr. Waldheim, who has been accused of involvement in Nazi 
war crimes during World Warn Several U.S. Catholic and Jewish leaders met with Cardinal 
Agostino Casaroli, the Vatican secretary of state, in New York July 9 to discuss the 
repercussions of the controv~rsy. 

On July 27, while tensions were still in the air over the first meeting between John Paul 
and Mr. Waldheim, the Austrian Catholic news agency announced that th~ pope will visit that 
country June 24-27, 1988, and will meet with Mr. Waldheim in Vienna. 

One of the participants in the New York meeting with Cardinal Casarolia.-Babhj Marc 
Tanenbaum. director of jntecnational affairs for the American Jewish Committee. ~d just 
returned from a visit to Austria and the Vatican when the 1988 papal visit was announced. 
He told RNS that the visit should be placed in the proper context. 

"In fairness, he's not going to Austria to meet with Waldheim," Rabbi Tanenbaum said. 
"He's going to Austria to resolve some of the deep problems that are going on within the . · 
Austrian Catholic Church." · 

The Conservative rabbi compared the situation in the Austrian church to that in the 
Netherlands catholic Church, where a conservative hierarchy has been battling liberal trends 
among priests and laypeople. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum noted that the invitation to John Paul was extended "not by the 
government, but by the Austrian Catholic bishops." But since the pope is also a head of state 
- Vatican City - "he will have to go through the motions of meeting with the head of state" 
of Austria, the rabbi said. 

On two successive days, Newsday, a daily newspaper on Long Island, reported that 
Rabbi Tanenbaum.had met with top Vatican officials during bis visit to Rome and had 
presented several proposals for easing the interfaith tensions that arose from the papal 
audience with Mr. Waldheim. The suggestions included a "substantive" meeting· between John 
Paul and Jewish leaders in New York during his September visit to the United States or a 
major papal talk about the Holocaust, anti-Semitism and the state of Catholic-Jewish relations. 

Another participant in the New York meeting with Cardinal Casaroli,.Bilbhi Gilbal:t 
KJaperma~. presid~t of the Synagogue Council of America tnld RNS that Rabbi Tanenbaum 
was representing all the Jewish leaders wba had taken part jn that session-

( 

"He is expressing our point of view," the Orthodox rabbi said. "We bad expressed that 
. to Cardinal Casaroli when we met with him. All of this was pretty much orchestrated" before 
. . Rabbi Tanenbaum went to Rome, Rabbi Klaperman said. 
.:_ . Rabbi Klaperman said he was pleased that the pope plans to visit the site of the 
- Mauthausen concentration camp.during his visit to Austria next year and that he hoped 

John Paul. would _acknowledge the specifically ~ewish aspects of the Holocaust. Those aspects 
have been muted or omitted altogether from o~er concentration camp visits made. by 
the pope, he said. 

With regard to the pope's plans to meet Mr. Waldheim, Rabbi Klaperman said, "I would 
think that it would be highly tactless at this particular juncture." 

Another participant in the New York meeting with Cardinal Casaroli, Bishop William H. 

OVER • • ••• 
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Keeler of Harrisburg. Pa., chairs the U.S. Catholic bishops' Committee on Ecumenical and 
Interreligiou~ Affairs. He told RNS that Rabbi Tanenbaum had "r orth some 
interesting ideas" in his meetings with Vatican o 1c1a s u eclined to comment on t eir 
viability. --

Ifuhop Keeler said be felt the Waldheim controversy had "created a little bump" in 
Catholic-Jewish relations but added that be felt it "has been an occasion for reaffirming the 
good, solid relationships that have been created" between Catholics and Jews since the Second 
Vatican Council of the 1960s. 

: The prelate suggested that "it could be very useful for people to see some of the very 
, strong statements that (the pope) made on the an.ti-Jewish aspects of the Holocaust" during bis 
. visits to Germany and Poland. . 
\ Asked if he wanted to comment on the planned 1988 meeting between the pope and 
·; Mr. Waldheim, Bishop Keeler chuckled and said, "No, thank you." ~ 
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JEWS~MEETING 'Aug. 6, 1987 (530 words) 

JEWISH, VATICAN OFFiCIALs TO MEET, BUT AGENDA REMAINS UNCLEAR 

By Barb Fraze and John Thavis 

NC News Service· 

- Friday; August 7, 1987 

Jewish leaders have accepted an invitation to meet with Pope John Paul II and leading Vatican officials, but what 

will be discussed remains unclear. · 

Father Pierre Duprey, vice president of the Vatican's Commission for Religious Relations with Jewi, sai·d Aug. 6 that 

the meeting probably would deal With a broad-range of Catho11c·Jewlsh religious Issues, but would not include discus· 

sions about the pope's June 25 ~etlng with Austrian President Kur1 Waldheim. · · 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum~ direetor oY International relations of the American Jewish Committee, said participari.ts wpuld 

discuss preset topics-. ineluding the pop.S.Waldhelm meeting 8nd lta ramific1tlons. 

Officials from both sides e.,,ed the meetin9·to be In late August. 

Jewish leaders hope the meeting will help put V1tlca~Jewlsh relations back " on track," Rabbi Taneribaum·said Aug. 

6. Vatican·Jewlsh relations have been strained since the pope's meeting with Waldheim, who has been accused of Nazi 

wartime activities In Yugoslavia. some Jewish teeders·have threatened to boycott a meeting 'scheduled with the pope . . 
In Miami Sept. 11. · 

About 20 Jewish leaderi inet for·thr ee hours in.New York Aug. 5 to discuss the Invitation from Cardinal Johannes 

Wlllebrands to Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, chairman of the International Jewish Committee on lnterreligious Corisulta· 

tions. c·ardinal Wlllebrarids i"s president of the' Vatli:an Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity· and the Commission 

for · Religious Relations· With· -'&Ws. ·· · · · 
In June; Jewlih·leaders requested a ·meeting with the 'pope to discuss his decislon·tO meet with Waidheim.' But in 

i statement Issued after the thr~hour New York meeting, Jewish leaders said the Invitation from Cardinal Wlllebrands 

followed a Juty 9 consultation ln·New Yor k between four Jewish leaders and Cardinal-Agostino ~asaroli, Vatican s~cretary 

of state: · ' 

"At that meeting, the imp.Ii cations of the Waldheim Issue and other matters affect.Ing Catholic·Jewish relations were 

diSCl:ISSed," the statement s~id. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said "there are real and difficult issues that have to be dealt with" in the meeting with Vatican 

officials. 

He said that after the conversation with· Cardinal Wlllebrands, Aabbl Waaman told him the meeting would be with 

Cardinals Wlllebrands and Casaroll and members of their r~spectlYe secretariats. He said Jewish leaders expect to talk 

about the pope-Waldheim meeting, Vatican and Jewish perceptions of the Nazi Holocaust and the Issue of increased 

anti·Semitism. 

"We were told that the neJtt day there would be a meeting with the pope" that would last 60·90 minutes and would 

incl!o'de frank discussions, not formal statements 11 planned for Miami. 

But an informed Vatican source said the Waldheim visit was not upected to be an Issue in talks with Cardinal Willebrands 

or the pope. The Vatican view Is that "H's over - the Holy See received this person and now it's history," said the 

informed source. 

Father Duprey said the Vatican has "nothing to discuss 1bout the (Waldheim) question in this meeting." 

Vatican officials said the meeting would include Cardinal Willebrands and others on the Commission for Religious 

Relations with Jews. 

"At the end, It's foreseen that Cardinal Wlllebrands wll_I present these people to the pope, with a view toward the 

meeting they will have in Miami," said Vatican press spokesman Joaquin Navarro·Valls. 

MORE TO COME 
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JEWS·MEETING ADO Aug. 6, 1987 (370 words) 

Add to JEWS·MEETING of Aug. 6, 1987: 

·2· Friday. August 7. 1987 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the pope haa "made magnificent statements at Auschwitz," but did not mention the Jews 

when he visited the Nazi camp of Majdanek in J_une. The r1bbl said 850,000 Jews were killed at Majdanek, near the 

Polish·Soviet border, but they were being "revised out of hlato,.Y." 

He also said polls In Austria showed that entl·Sernetic activity doubled in Austria after the pope's meeting with Waldheim. 

"Jews were perceived as crltic.izlng the pope," but they were criticizing the pope's decision to allow the meeting, 

he said. 

Jewish leaders want to discuss "the consequences of these kinds of actions,'• he said. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum also said Jewish leaders were "embarrassed" by statements by Elan Steinberg, executive director 

of the World Jewish Congress. 

Steinberg told the New York Times that Jewish leaders would want to convey their "anguish and_ pain as well as their 

shock and dismay" about the pope'• meeting with Waldheim. He also said that while there was "no formal linkage 

••. we can't ignore the fact that what happens in Miami depends to a great extent on what happens in Rome beforehand." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said Steinberg's statement "bristles with confrontational hostility" and did not "reflect the mood 

or the tone" of the Jewish IHdera at the New Yortc meeting. 

Gunther Lawrence, director of public information for the Synagogu~ Council of America, uid Jewish leaders' accep· 

tance of Cardinal Wlllebrand1' Invitation "was In no way a quid pro quo" for the Miami meeting. 

"At this point .everything as far 11 Miami, while It Is going forward logistically, la going to be reviewed after this meeting," 

he said. 

Lawrence also said Jewish leaders were pleased et the roles of U.S. bishops In arranging the meeting with the Vatican. 

He especially praised Archbishop John L. May of SL Louis, president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

and Bishop William H. Keeler of Harrisburg, Pa., chairman of the NCCB Committee on Ecumenical and lnterreligious 

Affairs. 

T~e International Jewish Committee for lnterreligious Consultations hes represented the worid Jewish community 

in Catholic-Jewish discussions with the Vatican since 1972. Member agencies are the Synagogue Council of America, 

the American Jewish CommlttH,. B'nai B'rlth lntemlltional, Israel Interfaith Asaociatlon and the Wor1d Jewish Congress__:..;...

END ~ 
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NOTE .. TO EDITORS: No new developme~ts as of Aug~st 4. GRAPHIX: 

Headshots: Tanenbaum frcm AJC, Pepe from file, Pope~Waldheim from 

services. 

'' ,l 

Time is run~ing _ out fpr Jewish and Catholic )ea~ers pursuing a 

rappr~chement pr.icr to ~he Pope's September 10 visit ~o the 

Un.i.ted States; according . . to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, t .he· Jewish 

community's ad hoc .point man on n~gotiatipns. 

Both sides are desperately seeking to undo the su~stantial 

damage ~o. Cath~lic-J~w~sh r1tlations caused by the Holy .. Father's 

June meeting with Au~tri~n President Kurt Waldheim,.- a reputed 

Nazi war criminal .• .. Tanenbaum, just returned from meeti'ngs at the 

.Vatican, declares "muc:n progress was made." But, ne. adds, "It's 

simply too ~lose to call ~ What ~appens during the r•maining weeks 

of August will determine wneth~r the. Pope's vis~t is a . major 

.iadvancement .fer Cat~olic-Jewish relations, or a major setback." 

At stake ~re relati~ns on two separate but interconnected 

levels: the Pope's problematic but hopeful relationship w~th 

world· Jewry, including Israe~; and the pro9ressive. ·r"elationship 

between 52 .~illion American Catholics and US Jewry. In _Rabbi 

ianenbaum's viewj . the latter relationship seems the more 

important. 

ttQuring the twenty years since Vatican II," ·explains Rabbi 

Tanenbaum, "we have ov~rcome institutional Catha.lie anti

semitism, inc}uding hostile stereotypes and the teaching of 
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2-2-2 contempt for Jews who were portrayed as the kill~rs of Christ 

condemned to wander because they did not accept the messiah. 

· whole teMtbooks · hav e been changed in Catholic secondary schools. 

c·olleges' and·· everi se'minaries.'. "· 

Adding that "Jewish attitudes toward Christians have also 

improved," Tanenbaum asserts, "in every city of the United 

States~ the~e is how a ~~twork of friendly relationshi~s between 

Catholic bishops, ·nu'ns, priests and lay people and their Jewish 

friends and neighbors working together. It is a virtual 

revolution in mutual esteem," he declares, ·"a·nd none of· it came 

easy. 'It took ·· a lot of · work by both the American Jewish Committee 

and the Anti-Defa~atiori · L~agu~ leadership. Those ' gains, of 

immense importanc~, are simply too precio~s tb throw away." 

To ~res~rve· the progiess) key leade~s from the - tw~ 

conimuni 't i es nave under taken a · series of joint meetings "to 

contain the dam·age," as one par·tic:ipant phrase.d it. Sc:ime have 

been highly publicized, such •s t~e July · 9 gathering in New York 

bet""een Vatfcan Sec:retary of State Cardinal Agostino Casaroli and 

the International Jewish Committe~ on Interreligious 

Co~sultations <IJCIC> on which Tanenbaum sits. 

But th~ m6re important progres~ has been achieved at quiet ~ 

unreported sessions, ~uch as a July 20 conference in the 

Washington · cff:ice~ of the U.S . Conference of Bishops. Du.ring that 

meeting of three leading rabbis and three Catholic offic·ials. 

"the issue o~ damage control was given a muc:h higher priority," 

according ' to a source with knowledge of the "meet'ing. The siM 

leaders agreed o·n "several joint programs to take place <<ital>> 

. ---·- ·----·- ------------ --------



CUTTING EDGE 4t9.4 • .•• Time R.unning 01.,1t on Pope Visit.,. lb50 . words . . .. 
by Edwin Black/International Features 

3-3-3 after. _the _Pope's visit to dramatize the continuing s7~ertgth of 

Catl")o __ lic-Jewish solidarity," the source revealed. The g_roup also 
••I' 

agre_ed that the key to solving the cur.rent cr _i'sis rest.s in the . 

hands of the Vatican, not American Catholics. 

Even as .the )uly 20 Washington meeting. w•s underway, Rabbi 

Tane.nbaum was in Rome . 'for a meeting with -a high Yatican official, 

attempti.n\! to sal.vage the sc:!"leduled September 11 Mi~!"li meeting 

with Je~~sh leaders. Clearly, the .church hierarchy ~a~ willing. 

From the outset, Vatican officials went out ~f their way to 
' • t • • • •, , 

ac:c9rd Jan~n~aum an e~thusiastic: reception. On short notice, 

schedules were changed .to receive him, end .every~~ere the rabbi 

_was greet.~d with sincerity. "I was. very im.pressed by their 

responsiveness," rec~lls Tanenbaum. But Tanenbaum did not fajl to 

clearly enun~iate Jewry's continuing objections, beginning with 

the.Wa~dheim meeting • 

. Armed wit~ a _just completed Austri~n poll, Tanenbaum 

dee lared that anti-Semitism had virtually daub 1 ed in ~u·str i a to . ~ . . . . . . . . 

24Y. of the populace as a direct result of John Paul's _m~eting 

with Wald~eim. "T!"at•s the consequenc~ of' these kinds of' 

meetings," Tanenbaum t?ld his counterparts. 

~hurch officials e~plaine~ that they too are uncomfortable 

with the Waldheim ~eeting, distres&ed by the new Austrian poll 

and in ge~eral frustr~ted .~y the ~mpl~catiDns of th' whole 

affa~r, acc~rdi~g to sources briefed on ~he meeting. l~ _ defense. 

the _Vatican· stressep however t~at the Pope did not request the 

~ee~ing . Wal~~eim _ pressed for . a private audien~e on three 

separate . occasions, e~plo~ting the Vatican's stated policy of 
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grant.in~ a ~rivate audience to any d~mocratlcally . el~cted head of 

state. When th~ · Pope ~ontinued to refuse, the Aus~rian government 

notified. the Holy See that it was "holding the Vatican to its 

stated policy,u ~ s6urce explains. 

But' v·atic:an so~rces add that pressure ·or ·not ·, . they t-oave no 

ev1denc:e that Waldheim "p.ers.onal ly pul l~d a trigger or killed 

anyone himself~·· It is lear~ed that Church· officials have 

reviewed fi .les· of the Yugoslav wa·r cri_mes commission ·and United 

Nation~ archives, but ha~~ been denied access ·to ~~e U.S. Justice 
~ . 

Department files that· prompted Attorney G~ner~i Meese to place 

Waldheim's .name on th~ "watch. list." . · 

Unwilling to accept the Vatican's rati ·onalel Tanenbaum 

reminded ·church officials that the Pop·e also ·met ·with .d.eposed 

Uganda dict~tor ldi Amin, an~ PLO chairman Y~~sir Af~fat. To 

this, Vatican officials replied that Amin was a head"of state, 

and Ar~fa~ wa~ the h~a~ of a ~iant organization ~h6" was yrged to 

abandon terrorism and seek peace in the Mi.de~st. "Ttle upshot from 

the V~ti.can's view,"" said a source _ familiar w"ith the meeting, "is 

this: what is past is past-- it happened. Now we must deal with 

the Pope's upcoming visit "to America." 

That "visit has the Holy See clearly worried. A gamut of 

piotester~ f~om TWA stewardesses to gays a~~ radical nu~s plan to 

picket his to~r. Charges of insensiti~ity to th~ Holoc:a~st and a 

boycott by Jewish leaders ,; is simply something the Vatican wants 

very much to avoid," explains Tanenbaum. Moreo~er, continues 

Tanenbaum," "the . Pope . genuinely wants to . communicate his .feelings 

of fri~ndship for the Jewish people." As a Vatican official 
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5-5-5 expressed it in Rome shortly after his meeting with T~nenba~m, . ~ 

"The Holy Father .. is amcious tha.t his meeting . with the. Jewish 

community in America go forward in· a fruitful and friendly ·.· .. 

mann~r o .J t is very important o II , . 

Tanenbaum told his hosts that ~f they were sincef~, 

"something will have to be done to clear the ai_r." Four ideas 

emer.ged: 
; 

1~ ,A Ho~y See meet~ng between His Eminence and . J~wish 

. lead~rs . pr~or to the American visit could set,le issues . But . this 

seemed remote . given the diffi~ult summer schedules of both the 
• aoJ • ' • • ' • ' I • ~ 

Jewish an~ papal off~ci~ls needed to coordinate such. an event. 

2> A sincer~ meeting with John Paul JI might t~ke place in 

Manhatt~n, which Tan~nbaum described as "• .. city ~f ~ewish 

strength and honor" and far . more meaningful thar:i any Miami 

c~remony. This .wou~d require ~dding a city to . the Pope's 

. iti~erary, .which itse~f- ~ould be de~med_an . jmportant tjesture. 

Hope was -h~ld out for this possi~ility. 

3) If time did . not . perm't a meet~ng before or duri~g the 

Pope·~ tour, a . commitment to a later meeting with Jewish leaders 

_would also allay co"cerns. This option also .. seemed.pos~ible. 

4> The most likely possibility discussed however wa~ "the 

issuance of a comprehensive statement unambiguously . declaring the 

.Pope's view .about ~he Nazi _perp~traiio~ of the, Holocaust," 

according to Tanenbaum. "The s _tatement would include a _ clear 

und~rstanding ~hat the Holocau~t is uni~ue to the Jewish people, 

~nd that they were . the sole proposed victims of ·th,e Fii;-ial 

Soluti_on. Tanenbaum remarked, "Ther_e . seems· to be some que:.tion of 
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the Pope 'straddling the fence ·on thi~ issue." ·vatican sources did 

not i~dicate ~he~her · such a stat~ment could come ~bout as an 

. . ency~lical, as .pa~i of a spe~ch, a lett~r or ~ven . as informal 

remarks. Tanenbaum commented that if the Pope felt a statement 

was appropriate~ " how he does it of course totally up to him. It 

is his problem, and he has to solve it." 

Concern arose in some .Jewish quarters that Tanenbaum was 

presenting · ~he Vatican with conditions. "No," replies Tanenbaum. 

"These ideas first arose out of' the July '9 meeting with Cardinal 

Casaroli. He asked, 'what do you think might ' be heipful?' and 

these ideas · emerged fro~ the give and take. Unde~ no 

· circums~ances ar~ we dictating solutions, only distussing ideas • 

. I~ fact, th~oughout, ~e have avoid~d even p~oposing what they 

should do because it must come fro~ them . " 

·But some Jewish leaders also e~pressed concern that 

Tanenbaum despite the best of intentions might fcster : the belief 

that the Jewish community was "monolithic" and that negbtiati6ns 

wi~h a ~ingle representative ccul~ bind millions cf diversely 

thinking Jews. "I re.spect Rabbi Tanenbaum," asserts Ant1-

Defamation League national chairman Burt Levinson, reached at his 

Los Angles off~ce. "But the ADL h~s not given him a l icense to 

negotiate on our· behalf, nor has American Jewry appointed him 

their sole representative. None· of these four condition• or terms 

have be~n discussed with ~~ ln advant~." 

Ra~bi Tarienbaum is international direct6r cif the · American 

Jewish Committee. But h_e explains that when dealing with the 

' Pope's visit and when talking 'to the Vatican, he is functioning 
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7-7-7 as a member of IJCIC. the body organized Jewry has indeed 

appointed to oversee Jewish involvement with John Paul's visit. 

Levinson nonetheless made clear that while the ADL still 

plans to boycott. the Mia~i event, if the Pope indeed offered a 

gesture to the Jewish people "by agreeing to the four ideas Rabbi 

Tanenbaum has discussed-- or indeed any other ideas they may 

think appropriate-- this would address our pain as a community, 

and then we would be happy to go forward with the meeting." 

Yet Levinson stressed that the AOL's final decision will be 

made by the organization independently-- regardless of what the 

Pope does or doesn't do about the Waldheim affair. Speaking 

compassionately for reconciliation, Levinson declared, "Should I 

brush aside the Pope ' s proven love and respect for the Jewish 

people because of what he did with Wal~heim? I have to look at 

what he has done, including his courage and compassion for Jews 

during the Holocaust. The Catholic Church indeed needs to provide 

us with some solace, but the AOL will evaluate that by itself," 

Tanenbaum however insisted that any decision would be made 

in the month of August to avoid a "last minute" boycott. "Unless 

the clarification we seek comes this month," said Tanenbaum, "the 

whole question of Miami seems off." 

Ed~in Black's weekly syndicated column is published by Jewish 

newspapers in 50 cities throughout the United States and Canada. 

copyright 1997 
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ED1TORIALS · 

Serisitivity 
Should the Pope meet 
with Jewish leaders here? 

John Paul II 

The · Vatican is 
hardly unaware or 
the Waldheim prob
lem. When Vatican 
Secretary of State 
Agostino Cardinal 
Casaroli met here 
earlier this· month 
wil.h Jewh leaders, 
he pointed out t~at· 
the Pope has con· 
demned Nazism on 

many occasions. But that unusual meeting 
came together only an.er John P'aul II':i audi
ence in June with former Nazi Kurt Waldheim, 
the recently elected president of Austria. 

Yet more needs to be done. Different per-
. ceptions of that meeting's significance can 

still add to DWiunderstanding. A New York 
Newsday survey revealed that in the city 8~ 
percent of the Jews polled disapproved of the 
Waldheim audience; by contrast, 49 percent 
of city Catholics approved otit. 

That Waldheim audience must not be al
. lowed to tum into an even bigger problem . 
. Rab bl Marc Tanenbaum an American Jewish 
Committee omcial, propos~s that the Vatican 
add New York to the Pope's itinerary when he 
ViSits the U.S. this September Cor the purpose 
of meeting with top Jewish leaders. Not a bad 
idea. New York, as the center of the U.S. Jew-

. ish community, would in fact be an ideal place 
for Jewish -leaders to discuss with the Pope 
their concerns. Indeed, agreeing to such a ses
sion in New York, a stop not now on the 
Pope's nine-city itinerary, would itself be a 
significant gesture that could immediately 
help dissipate the cloud hanging over Vati· 
can-Jewish relations. 

But if a New York meeting is not possible, 
perhaps some other gesture might suffice. 

NEWSOAY, WEONESQA), ~ULY 29, 1987 

One possibility: a new Papal pronouncement 
on the Holo~t. anti-Semitism ~d perhaps 
even Catholic-Jewish relations - if otjly to re
state the Vatican's position on such matters. 
Whatever the method of communication, the 
Vatican should be able to fll)d a way to make 
certain that it.s position on these delicate mat~ 
t.ers is W1dely .understood. 
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~he Rabbi and the Vatican 
Marc Tanenbaum, who has devoted his life to better understanding between Jews and Catholics, 

hopes to persuade the Pope to do some fence-mending In New York. 

~=:;;::;::;;;;~=;;~::::ij~~~jli:;:=;~==:~;::==:r;;;;;~.,.~-rr .. ~ kun M•ro~ine. a liberal Jewiilh bi· 
Uy David Firestone .-, m-lhly published on llae Weal Coa1l. 

' · _ .. ~;,·: ~: ..;,_ · · recently announced plan• lD organize 

T llE MAN wolking lhrough lhe ;:,:.~;~'c_ . '·· f;('. .l~,t de111onA1rationa agDinal the l'npe 
on••le curridora of the Vatican ·~·:>1;...:'..-_.,~f:_I' · g...:'J \II. wlwn he arriveo, a 1.actic th•t Tanen• 
Int week wu a rabbi from 'v:"~JI/"' "" •· !. · be11m criticir.cd. 

Ne:w Yurk, butjudginic Crom the recep. '',~· ·~~"_ ·· •·· 1r< ' ·.~ He nol.cd thot black Chrhlian1 in 
liun he i;ot, one naigbt have thought he · .•• , ' · •.~J •·1-\t:;t So.ath Africa hove inei1ted the l'ope 

~~;:';!:e~:plomatie paeaport from a J-:~--~.·, .• _I~.~: ~· .. - .~ '. ;~-;:'~.-~--~·,_·-~.-,-~:-.:.~.fJ}:.;_~. ;! :~:i:!~~r :~~l;~.~n i::~;::::, 
"I wua received with a lt"~•l deal or - _ • met with South Arricaft Prnidet1l 

eeriou•ne..,; aaid N.labbi Marc Tenen· ...... P.W. Hotha in 198-4. 
hnum, eumewhal aheepiohlJ. •People •Look how ciYiliu-d lhe Jewiilh re-
chnnf!rd their ..:l1<!dule1 within 24 apo:nee ia in c-ompariaon wilh thel." 
h<.>ura"' rMet me. C.rdinala came out Tanenbaum aoid. •we ere not aaying 
.,( mo:otin111 to eoy hello and greet me. he ho• no right i.. come lo Amoric'I 
I ohnoe\ Ml aa if 1 were the fon:irn b«.uae of Waldheim. Aportheid i1 a 
mi11ia1cr o( the Jew• bein1 received . horTor, but lhe Naii llolocauat waa • 
there.- maaoive human lHgedy in which 1i11 

In fuel, T•nenbaum ie director of in· million people were deatroyed. Vet 
t<:rnot1on•I elfaira for the American Jewe ue a\ill prepared lo 1.alk lo him. 
Jewiah CommitLec, but by virtue of which aaya aomelhing about the civil· 
the preeminent 1iollition he haa held ily and rationality of tM Jewiilh re· 
for 20 yura in r .... 1ering beltl!r rela- lpllftlle to thia. Jew• do not wanl to 
ti.-.na 1..,1wee11 the Jewiah community jeopanliu the .. ery good relationahipa 
onJ tl1e Chriatian world, lh.e J~ fru:to which have developed between the ~2 
omhasaadorial at.elua confl'rrecl by llie million Romon Cotholica in America 
Vaticon ia underalandable. Tanen· and the Jewiah eommunity.• 
boum woa m~ding oc:cretly with Cath• There h .. been criticiam in the .J-. 
olica in the 19501. when euch conla.U i1h community, however, oYer ll.e 
wen: forbidden, and ho c:nntinuee lo be -ing need lo .eek approval from 
o promsncnl wuice or e1Lol1liahmet\l . . Ch'i"ti•n denomlnetion• .. In taAt 
American Judaiein when the two reli· weelt'a iuue o( the New Jlepuhlic, 
giuu• 11roup11 hne a (ailing ouL Leon Witaeltier, lht mogaiint'1 liter· 

Tanenbaum Yiait.ed the Vali"1> laat ery edilDr and a 11eholor o( medieval 
week Lu help repeir the damage i:.auaed Jwlaiasn, wrote I hat it wae -diegrece-
whcn J>o1ae John Poul II met in June ru1• oJ aome Jewieh leaders Lo aeek an 
wil la A11alrian Prcoident K11rt Weld· affinn•lion of Judoiano·a Yalidily at a 
l1ciin. who h .. bee11 accueed or com· rec,.nl eo11venlion of the United 
miltin11 Nazi w•r crimca. Tanenbaum Church ofChriet. 
t. .. ld Voliran olliciola lhat the Pupe "So-lime& the all.empt lo find com· 
•houlJ al.Alp in New York on hie 11p· mcm ground becom~ rather undigni· 
co111ing American I.our IO metl with f1ecl.* Wicarhier Mid in en interview 
Jcwi1h leadera, or barrinr that. ahould yesterday. "No aelf-reepccling Jew 
al le.al make• major speech about llae llhould care l"a about ,..hal lhe Pope 
Nu&i Uolocauet and nnli-Semili1m. thinb. Con1idering the long hialDry of 

The ttei:Ognition accorded Wnldheim Chrialian peraecution of Jew1. lhe 
hy the !'ope. Tanenbaum aaid )'eater· Catholic Cl1urch in puticular doea not 
doy, wH virtually • personal blow haH a brilliant rec-ord o( caring much 
ugoinat lhe work lhal he and other "'""'"'°'.., ,......_... about what the Jewiah cornDlunily 
Je:wiola kadera he¥e done in promot- thinli.a. • 
ing • dialocvc between Catholiu end Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, da facto ami,.aaador lo Ille Vatican Wieaeltier aaid he wa• not beinir 
Jewa. critical of Tanenbaum, but oflhe con-

-1 have devoted liter11ly all my pro- deacenaion by aocne Cbriati•ne toward 
feuional life IO helping overcome mi.. Jewa. 
undcr•t.ndiq. to building a mutual 'There was greater Tanenbeum, however, aaid auch • 
rupect and • mutual taring for one belief ;gnored the hietorical impor· 
nn<1ther, and I'm Yer1 proud of that progress made l•n twenty lance of the tnnaformation ia Chri .. 
n.-cord. I think the anser and the feel· liea atliludea. Growing up in Daill· 
ingofdietreaaovttthiomeetinriaao years Since the CIOSe Of more,theaonofOn.hodoaimmirrent• 
intense preaeely becauae wa h ... e be· from the Ukraine, he Mid he frequent· 
coin• ••cuatomed to the r.c1 that Vata·can Counca·1 11 than 1y beant 1he .1.o,,, othow hia f•th•,·· 

· C:1atholic.Jewiilh relation• are general· bnllher, Aaron, wu forcibly drowned 
ly very poaitin •nd very truatin1. has taken place in the by a Chriatien mob in the Ukraine 
When it happened, without en)" ad· that had Leen inflamed by a Ruaaian 
vonce noticc, lliere WAI elmoat a eenee last 2,000 years.' Orthodox prieat'e Good Fric!Jly sermon 
or vinlo1ion.• •g&inat the Jewa. And in leuer !onna, 

The high eapecl.atione in the inter· oYert di .. rimination conlinued in the 
r .. ith relotionilhip ere qui&e recent. Uniled SI.Ilea, he aaid. 
laowev·er. Defore the Vatican II council ·1L"a becauee of the work of what -
in 19G2-65, Calholia were forbidden ao-called ealnbliahmenl inetitutione 
from· enga1in1 in ecumenical dia- relation&hip belween the Catholic get the two groupe talking tO eeeb eth- ha~ done oYer the pall. (ortJ yeara in 
loguea with Jew• or Prol.etl&ahta, and church and the Jewiah people. And H er end teaming about eech other. He iemo•ing anti-Semitic barrien end 
Jewe were at.ill officially ducribed in I have rcpeotedly aaid •nd writt.en, worked with Chriatian leaden to re- cliacrimination that Jewish kida. 
Catholic lailllory liooh H the killers of lhere wRa greeter progreaa made in •iae theirualbooka, and tried lD heal lhe11k God, loclay are free lo go to any 
Jc:aua. Tanenbaum WH the onl7 Jew· the paet lwenty yeara aince lhe cloae of lhe rill that de .. elo1ied between blacu ~ colleae or univenity, and are 
ioh repreaenlatiYt lO thet ~ouncll. V•Lican Council II than baa t1aken and Jewa in the laLo 1960a. eble logetjoba wilhoutdi..:rimination 
which reaulled in the 1966 Vatican place in the laet 2,000 yea111.• It io that aenee o( repairing, of work· in eaec:uliYe 1uite1 ell ower A~rice. 
Do:cleration 011 Non.Chri1tlan Reli· A virtunl eaploaion of dielogue and ing diplom1tic11lly and nut confront.- It'• theae inolitutfone that did that. 
gion1, which denounced anli.S.miliam good feeling between Cathuliu and t.ionally to edJreae grieYencee, that -We're not aakiilg for gTatitude, lie· 
oud banned lhe Chrlat·killer dauge. Jew• followed t he declaration, and bae Ml Tenenbaum, 61, end the eat.ab- ceUM il'• been our moral obligotion, 

"h ..... one or 1he ueat hialDrical Tancnbuurn. who wa• then direct.or o( liahrnent organiiatiuna auch •• the our duty. nut nor do we aek that we be 
ca1ocri,cncea oC m)" life." he •id. •t til· , .the co111rnitteo1 departmont o( inter· American Jewish C<>mmiLlee and the co...temned or . rejected fur having 
c rully Mt my11Clr porticipatini in .... rclii;iouo pffalra,' began t.r ... eling Lo. Anll-Dofemotion ,,.Ol'UO •port from. ·wor'llcd 'lio efrac\ively .fol'-ll>eis. liene-

dramaotic chan110. i11U1e 2'.~ye~~~d .. v~~u~lly eyrry major ~~~i~ ~i~~ ~ .. , -.~~ .~~ --~~i~i.a~ ~~~~•.h. ~~~ -~·~:· --~!.: ·.1.1~ ~ . • .. • ... - ••. 
. . ... . .. . , .. ............. ............ ...... ..... .. .... " 

z 
-< 

.. .. ;.,. .·. ... . ~ . · .. ·~· .-... ~.~;..:.~;:_- •.; ~ . ! ~ ~-·.:,~.- ~ · ... ~ .... 7 • • - • : •• : _:.· .. : . · "'. •. ·.·:· .·.-.· .. ~-·.·: •. • ....................... ... 
•• <I ' ., 



' 

' 
•!,. 

Yatican, U.S. Jc~ish ~ders to l\f eet in Rome 
'Substantive' Discussions 'f!ais Month to Include Waldhei~ 'Affair, Olher Tensions 

Fab!H Marc I~~ director o( 
iot.eroational rdatioos foe lhe 81 I""-'"'~ Stepp ,....,...,.,_.St..-w.-

. • ~~- Q?QlmjUee and a 
The Vat.Jc:IJ1 bas moved to repw PliOCIP3fg;Are in· reoeat oeaotia; 

Ca.\hofic·Jewish relations. whidt lions wida the Vaticaa O'ler Che 
line eroded since IWrt Waldheim. . W11dbe.Uo mtttin1- . 
the accused N-zi wfto Is ~ · , That meeting drew a stonn of 
o( Austria. •isited Pope John Paul U prote9t from Jewish leaders arCJWICI 
in June. the ~Jd. Because o( M allcied 

Qrrctinat Jan WiTietN"aods, k2icl of Nazi prst. ~Valdheiin bas been 
cbe ,Vatican Cocnmissioo foe Rd- barred Crom vi.tdting the Uoiled 
gjotl9 Rebtio1\S with the Jews. late States.· 
Tuesday invited Aroerian Jewish Tant'l\banm. a n'3;x- liF,W't! io 
fca.Jers to a "stlbslanlive" meeting Cathofic·Jewi!ll relations for dee, 
witb the pootifr in Rome later t!Us. ades, dwactec U:.ed IJle meeting 
month. before the pope's sdleduled wilh John Pllul U as •l.Dlpn!CCdcnt
visit to the United Slates iD mid· td. •Meetings bctweal rootiffs ~ 
~r.cmhf.. Jewish le~ are r.1re and almost 

·: 'illr.buods exlco&.d tr.·~ irrvit3- e:xt11r..tvdy tatnlonit1. be Sllid. 
tion by cdepbone lO ~bbi Moofc· At this one, lbc Vatic.m has com· 
cai WutNn. chairman u the Jot.er- 1n.ifted ito;elC to ~11~1-stantive d~ 
mtioNT Jewish Committee on In- sicms'" oo is.~ relating lo U.e 
tcrreligio'.f~ Con3Uft.atioos. aax,cd- unique sotreriog br lhc Jews.during 
ing lo J~ish officiaJs. · lbe Holoca.IJ!I(. Taoeabaum said. 

Wa.nnmfyesfttday ca1lcd a med- The pope's inritzt.i.ob was 1CCn as 
iug d Jewish offic.ials who wted to a m.-jM amres.~ to }ewi!lh lead· 
~t the ioritation. a!tho11;.h two crs and American Catbolic bishops 
Or1hodo. teadeu abstained. who hacf pre::.-:>~1recr die Vatic;io for a 
1"h~ r~ts a f:i~niftc:aal med:iog toclear I.be ai:r prior" to the 

b..-eakthrougb in our leosions,• said ~visit. 
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S'"mcc. the Waldheim amtruVersy 
erupted io late Juoc. the bWtops 
had been worfUng to stnOOlh over 
reJalioos. aoc:onting .to Rt1S.9CU 
SJ.11", ~ foe- tbe Natiooal 
ConleR!nce of Catholic 8tshops. 
1llC iovitatioo, Shaw said, "is at~ 
timonJ lo 0tn- g~..00 f.ailh and good 
win toward lhe Jewish community: 

During lhe pope's U.S. •is.it. John 
Paul U and Jcw;slt ll".a~rs originally 
were scheduled lo med on $eitt. 11 
in Miami. But aner Uic pope ~ 

·his private mtttiog with Waldheim. 
leaden of sevctal Jmrisb organiza· 
tion! siid. ~ would boYcott the 
MiAmi tnttting. 

Taoeobaum said ·he exped..s Ute 
Mi~mi ~ting w\ take p~ if 
Jc..nsh leaden can per~de the 
fY'-'J'C to ~ a.dcdu~tioo foComog 
Ulr.ir summit in R(lnlC. Thal st.atc
me11t. Tanenbaum s;it<f. sho.ut 
make dear the · J!.OPC's fcdines 
about the Holocaust aod tbe suffer· 
inR ertduttd by lhe Jews during the 
J9JOs and 19.f~ Tancnba11m Wei 
Je.mh le.ldcB a1s.o ltilJ a.s:C ttle poo· 
tiff lo address Che l't'Oblcm of in-

aeasi:.-d incidences of aoti-Se:rnii:::.111 
that Tanenb~um St1id baYe oc· 
4"1rmf, notably in &rope, si~ I.he 
Wa.ldhmn albir. ·. 

The JC'°Wi'-11 5caders· mediog wi".h 
the pope. expected lo be :ibcut an 
bour -lonR. will toDow a dayf cmg dW
cussiioo oa CaU1ofic-JC'ff.;b rebtioos 
with Cardinal ~o ~and 
his staff. according to Taoeobarun. 

The rapprocbcmcnt evidelll. in 
yest~1·s e.ents began io New 
fOTk io carTy July." aocording to 
1'anenbaurn, al a IJW..ily scbedulcd 
meeting between Cas:3rnli and four 
Jewish lcawlcr.r, mcfoo.ing WD1112n 
;md Tanenbaum. 

During that ~on, Jewish 
k*r.; e~ned to Otwoo ~~t 
"'" .illtitdihle a{Tem,e" \t W3S to 
them that the pore 1Y00lr.J med. with 
Wakf~n 11nd makr. no n :fcreoce lo 
the lk4<ieaust, Tanerrlil ilDl ·~n 
They to~i:t Casanili 1i.iat 9CJlfOt'times . 
J«io l'at.il I( ~ wm sen!litirity 
lo the JC"lfS' ·suffering rfuril\£ W ocid 
Wu II and tmt Al '){Ji.cr l.i.roc!, he 
uiems to ignore it. as io bis n.it 
earlier this year 10 the M;;jda.Ldt 
labor camp in l'olaod.. 
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ESSAYS IN THEOLOGY 

"The Pope and Waldheim• 

By Richard P. McBrien 

Week of July 27, 1987 

Pope John Paul II should not have granted an audience to 

Austrian President Kurt Waldheim, the excu~patory ·arguments of 

some ~~llow Catholics notwithstanding. 

First, the visit had nothing to do with pastoral m~nis~ry. 

Mr. Wald~eim did not ask for ·the sacrament of reconciliation, a.nd 

if he had, he could have been referred to a competent ct;>nfess-or 

in Austria . 

Secondly, the pastoral off~ce of pope doesn't require hi~ tQ 

see everyone who happens to request an audience. ·. Il)deed, Pope 

John Paul II has been discriminating in the past. Be tefµsed to 

see Father Hans . Kilng .following Kilng's censure by the V~t~can in 

1979, and he also declined Archbishop Raymond Hunt~•use~'s 

request for an audience until after Bunthausen had accepted the 

Vatican's terms for the full restoration of his episcopal 

authority in Seattle. 

Thirdly, the Pope isn't required by diplomatic law · to 

receive every head of state who seeks an audience, and surely he 

is not required by any religious mandate. The Pope is a state 

leader himself only by an accident of history. 

Theologically and pastorally, it would probably be better if 

he weren't a head of state, and for the very same reasons that he 
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himself 'h·a ·s ordered priests and nuns to resign from their 

political offices. 

The Pope, like every priest, is preeminently a moral leader. 

As such, moral considerations must always outweigh political and 

diplomatic . considerations. 

!conically, the Jewish community has made the moral argument 

against · the Waidheim. audience in Catholic terms~ · that ·is, in 

terms. bf . ., symb~iism· and memory. 

Even if Kurt Waldheim does not represent the worst of the 

Nazi era, he has nonetheless ·become a symbol of· that· terrible 
. . 

era, "the ultim·at·e symbol of denial and evasio.n" (Open Letter 
-

from · the American Jewish Congress .. ·to Pope John ~aul II>. 

Catholicism is a religion of symbolism. It is· rooted in 

the ·· pri.nciple of sacramentality: the divine ·is embod.i'ed· and at 

work in the human-, the infinite in the finite, the holy in th~ 

profane, the spiritual in the material, arid so forth . .. ·As the 

Protestant theologian Paul Tillich used to insist; n·othing fs 

"just a 'symbol." 

'Beyond its symbolism, our Jewish brethr·en have a:·rg.ued, the 

Waldheim audience offended against humanity Is collec'.ti ve need to 

remember. Catholicism, too, is defined by its ritual ·commitment· 

to the memory of Jesus' death and resurrection. · At ·the Last 

Supper, Jesus asked · his disciples to "do this in memory of me." 

To forget is to betray the faith. 

The "most sacred command · of ·our generation• is inde.ed · •not 
' 

to forget ho~ silence became indiff~re~ce, indiffere~ce became 

• - , \ I 
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complicity, and finally turned into a nightmare of slaughter for 

~iilions upon millions" · (Open Letter> . 

Those of us who•e hands ~re not completely- clean are 

especially obliged to remember. To- forget is to ·remain in guilt, 

and then to . compound it . · 

Why, then, should the Pope have acted with such apparent 

• i nsensi ti vi ty, and so soon after his triumphant third visit to 

Poland? And how is it ' that th~ Vatican could bave been 

•surprised and grieved• by the reaction to the audience? 

This isn'~ the first time that ~apal aides have 

-miscalculated public reaction . The advisors who encouraged the 

Pope to 90 forward with ~he Wa·ldh~im visit app_arently were the 

same ·people who also encouraged him to try to ·bring the Jesuits 

under direct papal control, to restrain the Braz_i l,ian hierarchy, 

to rein in American religious women, and to strip Archbishop 

-Hunthausen of his pastoral authority. In each instance, the 

Vatican had to retreat from its original course. 

But the Waldheim audience is a fai t accompli. ·And some 

Catholics are now saying that perhaps the Jews are too sensitive 

anyway and that they give no credit for the efforts of our · 

Churc:b-- yes, even of Pope Pius XII--on behalf of the victims of 

Nazi barbarism. Perhaps on both counts. But only perhaps. 

The Holocaust itself is not a •perhaps.• And whatever the 

actual record of the Vatican and the Catholic Church generally 

during the Nazi era, no one could reasonably describe that 

record as courageous, forthright, or prophetic. 

_, 
' 
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The Waldheim audience has left many Catholics echoing the 

reaction of Cardinal Albert Decourtray, of Lyons, France: •1 am . ; 

still tryin~ ~o understand the reasons for this vi~it, bQt I must 

say that I have not understood." 

.... '\ 

, .. 

• 

.· 

.::. ·. 
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WASHINGTON, 0. C . 20006·3687 

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

. 2783/87/5 
No ........................ . June 22, 1987 

Thi. No. SJl/Juld Be Prefi:ced to the AnsweT 

'. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director, International Relations 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street · 
New York, NY 10022-2746 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

In the absence of the Ap~stOli'.c . Pro-Nunci~, . per~1~ me . to 
respond to your cordial and informative letier '!f June 19~h. 

First of all, allow me to thank you for your constru~tive 
efforts to deal temperately with . the regrettable. cont.i-oversy 
surrounding the upcoming visit between the Holy Father and the 
President of Aust~a. Underlying all of this tension is our 
hopeful prayer that the blessed and welcome progress made in 
understanding and friendship bet\tfeen Catholics and Jews over 
the past years will not be damaged. 

Secondly, · please be assur~d. that th~ ... sentiments ·. of the 
American Jewish community have the deep respect of ., the Holy 
See, and that we here af the N,unciature have given your 
statement careful study. While we_ ob_viously wiil not agree with 

.. some of your. proposals and conclusio1_1s. we still revere them arid 

. appreciate their sincerity and cogency. 

Specifically, .Rabbi Tanenbaum, you ask for a meeting with 
the Apostolic Pro-Nuncio "for the purpose ·-of discussing our 

.. profound concerns over the meeting with Pope John Paul and Dr. 

• 

Kurt Waldheim • • . " Since we have nothing to . add. to U~e 
official position of the Holy See as eYpressed within -the . enclosed 
communique. ai:id sin.ce we feel. that we are aiready ... doing .. our 
best to communicate the sentiments of the . American . Jewish 
Community to ~he Holy See, we: a~k . yo.ur understancfll1g. that . we 
do not see any constructive purpose in such a meeting at this 
·time • 

: .. ~ 

' 
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You also asked us to relay to the Holy See your petition for 
a meeting with Pope John Paul II prior to his pastoral visit here 
in September. ln your letter, you indicated that the purpose of 
such an audience would be " • •• to discuss a number of basic 
issues on the Catholic-Jewish agenda • • • " It would help us 
in our transfer of ~his request, Rabbi, if you would kindly 
elaborate in writing the precise nature of these "baste issues" . 

Might we suggest that, if you do feel a meeting between 
Catholic and Jewish leaders would be valuable; you would make 
such a proposal to either John Cardinal O'Connor, the 
Archbishop of New York, or the Most Reverend John L. May,. 
the Archbishop of St. Louts and the President of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Matters in reference to the 
upcoming visit of His Holiness to t}!e United States, as well as 
those concerning friendship between Catholics and Jews in this 
country. would be much more prudently and effectively dealt 
wlth by these two leaders. 

I again e7press my respectful gratitude to you 1µ1d to the 
esteemed groups which you so admirably represent. 

0 

Sincerely yours, 

Q~~~A,"2_. 
Monsignor Celestino ~~~ore 

Charge d'Affaires, a.I. 

0 

' · 
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On ~a~urd~y ~or~in~ ~ June 20th, the Ho~y See'~ Pre~s Office 

r~lea~e4 ~he . f~~l~wi~g c~~m~n~que c~"cer~i~~ the forthc~ming visit 

o~ th~ A~~t~an P.re~"i~ent, l{urt Wal~heim, to the Va ti~~: 

1. It is both surpri~ing and profoundly saddening that the 

announcement of the· visit of President Kurt Waldheim to the Holy 

FaU~er ~!1pµl~ lead some to express, rather clearly and loudly, 

9~~stion~ .or ~oubts about the e~teem and respect of the Pope and 

the HQly See towards the Jewish people and, in p~rticuIS!, about 

the P<?Siti<?n of the Jewish people regarding the inhuman persecution 

which ~t:r~uck them. 

Les~ than two ·months ago, during Pope John Paul's pastoral visit to 

~h~ Fede~al Republic of Germany, the international news media gave 

ample and fair coverage to the homilies and speeches in which the . ~ . ' . ~ 

Holy Fatt~~r -:- esp~~i~ly in t~pse ~pnoring the three great. figures 

Qf E9i~r ~tein, R\!P,ert Mey~r ~nd Cardinal von Galen -- condemned 

"th~ fo~ly of a cr~el racism~' and rep~ated his most profound hatred 

fQr t~.e ~xtermina~i_on ca~ps in which millions of Jews, along with 

m~y ~t~ers, we~e sacrificed. 
i 

I ·· ··-·-
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Again on Sunday, last June 14th, speaking in . Warsaw to 

representatives of the Polish Jewish community, the Holy Father 

recalled t 1the terrible ·reality of the extermination" of their nation, 

and he spoke these words: "The nation of Israel, today perhaps 

more than ever before , finds itself at the center of the attention of 

the nations of the world. First of all, because of this terrible 

experience. Through this experience you have become a great 

voice of warning for all of humanity, for all nations, for all the 

powers of this world, for all systems and for every single person." 

2. At the same time, the respect and esteem which the Holy See 

is bound to have towards every other people or nation is also 

evident. This is so in the present case concerning Austria ·which 

is an ancient and noble Catholic country which~ for centuries, has 

been linked to the Holy See. by cordial relations. 

Last year the Austrian people democratically elected as President of 

the Federal Republic Mr. Kurt Waldheim~ Mr. Waldheim had 

previously served two terms in the high . ranking office of Secretary 

General of the United Nations in New York. Election to such an 

office requires the previous agreement of the five permanent 

members of the Security Council of the United Nations. While in 

that position, Mr. Wadheim performed many missions · of great 
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responsibility for peace and international cooperation. 

The Austrian President had officially expressed the desire to 

undertake a state visit to the Holy Father as head of : the Federal 

Republic. Acceding to this request. the Holy See understood that 

it was fulfilling its responsibility stemming from diplomatic ties with 

Austria. 

: .. . . ·-··:·:·- . ........ ·. · '"- •-:· . ... ........ .. ··-· ·-· 
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THE POPE AND WALDHEIM 

by Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Two weeks ago, the Pope won international acclaim for courageously 

challenging the Polish Communist regime for its repression of human rights 

and its denial of social justice . Within a week of his triumphal return 

to Rome, the Hol'y See announces that the Pope will receive Kurt Waldheim 

whose Nazi past violates every basic value the Pontiff was heroically 

defending just days before. 

What are we to make of this apparent moral schizophrenia? Is this 

a replay of the foreign policy of Pope Pius XII and the Vatican during the 

1930s~ The obsessive (but just_ified} anti-Communism of Cardinal Pacelli 

led him to bring off the signing of a Vatican concordat with Adolf Hitler 

(nevenr justified) on the principle that Bolshevism is a greater threat to 

the Church than Nazism. Is Pope John Pau~ : II making a statement that he 

repudiates unequivocally Communist oppression of human liberties but that 

he is willing to close'-·his eyes to what Waldheim represents -- the acqui

es~nce of a Catholic.: communicant with the most brutal totalitarian regime 

in human history? 

This Waldheim episode is al"I the:.more troubling to the Jewish people 

in 1 ight of the Pope's earlier visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. 

During the. May trip, he focused much of his attention on the presumed :-·: 

resistance of German Catholics to the Nazis. And, as everyone knows, he 

began the beatification procedures of the much-publicized Jewish-born 

Carmelite nun Edith Stein, Father Rupert Meyer, and Cardinal von Galen. 

Obviously it was his pr~rogative to do so. 

But the crucial moral issue, as 11 Messagario, the Italian newspaper 

was i ater to comment, was not what the Pope said in Germany, but what he 

left unsaid. What the:' P,o.pe left unsaid was that the German Catholic . church 

and ··millions of her faithful communicants were guilty .of massive conformity 

to the Nazi regime. A Catholic scholar, Or. Gordon Zahn, in his study, 
11German Catholics and Hitler's Wars," makes that judgment in unambiguous 

terms: 
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"The Ge~man Cathot ic who looked to his religious superiors for ·sprritual 

guidance and direction regarding service in Hitler's wars received vi~tually 

the same answers he would have received from the Nazi ruler himself. '' 

Even more compelling is the fact that the German Catholic Bishops 

themselves have been struggling in recent years to face the terrible truths 

of that horrendous history in ways that Pope John Paul I I now appears to 

revise. "Our country's recent political hi.story," the German bishops stated 

in a 1975 pastoral letter, 11 is darkened by the systematic attempt to wipe 

out the Jewish people. Apart from some admirable efforts by individuals and 

groups, most of us during the time of National Social ism formed a church 

community preoccupied with the threat to our own institutions . We turned 

our backs to this persecuted Jewish people and were silent about the cr1mes 

perpetrated on Jews and Judaism .. .•. We feel particularly distressed about the 

fact that Christians even took an active part in these persecutions. The 

honesty of our intentions to renew ourselvei depends on the admission of this 

gui1t , incurred by our country and our cliurch . 11 · 

The meeting this.Mweek~~een the Pope and Waldheim could betray those 

honest intentions and e1:fo1y~e a wrong message to young German and 

Austrian Christians who want to face that bitter past, not deny its reality • 

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, Director of International Relations of the American Jewish 
Committee, is an expert on Vatica-Jewish relations .• He was the .only Rabbi 
present as guest observer at Vatican Counc i 1 11. 
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Feinstein· to host $250-per-person papal fund-raiser 
Aca>nfing IO MJ<had Lerner ol 

<Akl&Rd. TdtllJI !Npline'I editor, 
howtvrr. 111tttiJ11J or ~nm ~ 
lwttn kwdh and C.lhollc repre
Mntati~s are not thr IU\IWft. 
Demonstrations att the only ~ 
of sending a message 10 the pope. 
heuid. 

~iw-..... 11 
dicMtd oltrr lht mttting Iha! lhty 
wtte impttU«I with the archbish
op' s ,.Mitivity Uld unckl$11ncfulg. 

• JCRC chainna:n Andtew Colvin 
,.nt a ~er lo lht Papal Nuncio. 
!ht VMiun's U.S. ttp1estn1111ve in 
Washingtofl. 0 .C .. pr01Hlin8 lhe 
Waldheim rnttring. Tht Nunci.lt
Ntt ttplitd dial .. wt art trying ow 
~ 10 conwy to the Holy Stt lht 
fttling• ol the Aawrlwl Jewiah 
comrnu nity." 

• TiUun ~· .111 n.atiorW 
progrtUi•< Jewl5h joum•I pub
lished in O.kl.ond. hH coiled for 
notianwidt demonstration> apn.t 
lilt popt during his visil 10 th• 
Uni1ed Statt>. 

• A punned mm1ng ~pl. 16 in 
Loo Angeles ~wttn 1ht popt and 
tt!igious kadtl'$ may be boy<otttd 
by rabbu and J-isll ~adm who 
hid btttl invilt'd. according to 
Rabbi Alim! Woll, nbbi emtritus 
of WilslUn SoukY•d Tempi• and 
~al lht lllfftU\&· ' 'There 
his bttn no dKUlon, uttpc the 
_...... - 10 be thal ii Wrt 
;. no Slliofa=ry ntponM from lhe 
Vati<Mt. ii will be dlfflcult lfor Jrwol 
10 ~in• ,....ling hett," 
lw tdd the /tWWI 8111/tti•. 

• Tht Amm<.an J-iah Con;ino 
hi> said ii will not patticipai- in • 
111ttting betwttn tht pope and 
lowish koden in Miami ~pt. 11. 
WlliW ....... twlional J<'w .... org.ant
utiot\s otill haw not annou~ 
whdhn they will be pttstnl. they 
hi•• asked for an tarlltr, inore pri
vate mttting with lhe Pol"' to di> 
CWI the Waldlwiln ....i;.nc.. 

San Francio<o'• mayor and Jew
ish ~aden p;.i lht contro••'"Y 
was tspec:Wly ""'hive htre. 
wlwft ttwr. hu bocn a mona bond 
~- tht Catholic ChUICI> •nd 
the Jrwdh comm..Nty. " In our 
rity, " wid f•inslrin. "ladrrs ol 
dv Ulholic and Jtwilll alllllDllni-

ties hMw worktd togtttier•• for 
many y1H11i on iu,uH ol mutu..al 
concan. 
~wral Jewish IMftlllers ot tht 

papal w•ic-lng committft cittd 
the t:ies bttweirn thC»I' two com
muni tiH u the reason they att 
working wilh th• m•yOI on behall 
ol lh" pope"• vblt. 

Fm e ..... pk. Eua- Friend. the 
cocnmissioner or S.n Frllnci>co 
Park.s and Rtettation •l\d a b'USltt 
of Ille l•suil....-.ttd Un;v...ity 
ol ~ handoa>. said !hat while he 
suongly d""gtttd with the pope'• 
mttlil\g with W•ldh•im. tht "ex· 
cell•nt relauoru botwttn the Jewilill 
and C.tholk comm11nitiH will be 
htrt long .Sea !ht po pt' 1 vioit. •• 

Ariothtr commiltff member, 
Melvin Swig. chairm1n of lht 
board ol dll'CCI0'9 ol USF, con
<llrred. odd11\g !hat 4he city's wel· 
conUn& ol dw pontl!f would br no 
diffrttnl than Wt for •ny otbn 
held ot -... including Prnideat 
klOplL 

DtdMlng lhlt " twn though I'm 
upset wt ho [ lh• poptl saw fit to 
mttt with Waldheiln." Swig n· 
pmRed th.tot t'Ytn if "'-it m.
agrttment with olfld&I policin. 
.. _ bol\ot dw olflce, •• 

Two other ~11titttt mernben1 
San Francisco Airpcm Co......U. 
oioner Morris 8tnuteU1 and attor• 
noey Wi&Mm Col>lent1, alao ox· 
praMd conam owr IM Waldheim 
audiitnce but Mid they will ain
linue to llftW on Son Fnnd9co•1 
wekoaling cmninitttt. 
. S.F. Fn CommissU.-r Henry 

Btnnan, howt'Yn, said h• ··de
cided not to br Ktlve on the com
mitttt bK•uw ol 1ht Waldhmn in
cid•nt.'• although. h• .. id, he 
"prot.lbly wW htlp ()ianM .•• 

Other Jew• MrYing on tht Corl\· 

miun 1tt buaintte ltadn and ml 
..Ute 1J1>gnallt Walttt Sharmsi.in 
....i -nt banker Ri<:hDd 

-·-···----Shun. tht IJIOyor' I huabond. whotot 
rwne alao appean on tht invill.tion 
for tht July 2l tteeplian. 

Th• 11\Ayot npWned that al
though ahe endoraed the national 
petition proinlirl& · the w.wi...1m 
mttdtlg. w did .., mostly beaouM 
of i!s call fot Vari<an ftC0811iticn of 
ltrHI. It wOldd be "a constructM 
•op lh• Valle.In can lab IO - a 
growing - ol alicnatioo in .... 
Jewith COrNllunily, •• ftiNttin Mid. 

The pttilloft wn initiated br tlw 
Simon Witttnthal Cmttr ol .. 
Angdn. and .i.o wn mdaned by 
Rep. Tom Lan1os ([)-San Mateo) 
11\d Calilomll s- .............,. 
Sptalcer Willit lb:own (D-S.F.). 
~nlltin ttttsatd that the slll• ol 

lsratl. which sht visited last year 
for tht ftrat timt. muins u-in 
the rnindl ol "tvtty )ow in tlw 
world. a1y..U indwi.cl. Thtrtfoft, 
(recognirionl it kmg ovm1ue:· 

l.Kopitlon. .... said. wouW 

••lfnd a warm -s• to tht Jrw· 
ish comlnWlity. and would pu1 
IWaldh•iln'•I vi<it in Mnlnt." 

Tht rruoyor &aid tNI if tht oppa<· 
tunity ariots dllrins tht pope·• 
vlalt, she will ptt .. him on th• b
ouo. 

Concerl\S within th• m1i1111Nun 
Jtwith communll)' hovt not lo
Nlld recmtly on. rKOgnit1on. • 
long-standing _., point, but on 
tht pontiff' • audirn<t with 
Waldheim. which ttpraent•hvts 
NllOnaily havt ubrled a blow to 
Catholic-Jewish relaricms. 

Thost ttlatiOn> al$o Wtrt d'5-
CU$Sed at tht June 21 -'"'I with 
Quinn. ~mtl. Sp;un •nd Myers. 
At that wuion, the Jewish rtprt• 
Mnt.atives cited as conC'ttN: 

• Tht r«agnilion givrn lo 
W•ldhtim by the popt In what d>ey 
said wu a ··warm and laudalory 
fuhlon" .. opposed lo h.io re<<p-
1lon of Olhtr world i...i..n o! 
whom ht disapproved; 

• Tht !ado. Ci respoNt froDI tht 
Vatican IO the requesi for• ..-Ing 
w ith Jewislt ~-.. prior to his 
U.S. toUr. and 

• The dill"'")' of iliol<uust •wvir 
von who int1rrpftt <tho action u Ill· 
othtr in..._ ol lndifftttnet al\d 
lnttNltivUy by &lw! non-Jcwioh 
_..,.ity, ~dDwin& ...... 
n ol~ lo< tlw Holo
caut• held by the Ardldio«ot of 
San francila> earliorr this ytM, ~ 
u.-:1 IO bt the first in tlw COW\11)' 
by tu<h • Catholic body. 

Colvin•• l<tttT to tht Papal Nun· 
do COl\llined omtiuwntl somilM IO 
thoR brought IO Quinn. The reply 
from Washington. which cib!d th.It 
Holoc•ust servltt, rud, in p111. 
that "11nderlylllg the t•nakln is ow 
prayftfW hope thal th• CW"ttRI rt
gntt>blo COl\ltOWrSy wiD not daJn. 
• the fritNlsllip ;and UNlmtand· 
ing bttWttn Calholica and Jew. ... 
In San Fnncioa> ... -----

"It .. owd be a trasi< .....,. tor 
Aawriaon !<'wry ii WI f&iJ IO gtftl 
Pope John Paul'• Septnnbtr vhll 
with massive delJIOllSlratianl In the 
- .··u............s. 

'" Alnerian jew1 mllSt tral\IH"ftd 
lhi• orgy ol civility and but wit· 
,.... ir\ a more lining way to lho .Ii> 
miDion ol ov.r b<eilua\ inurderedl -
by publicly expressing our Mger at 
lhe Oulr~u• act through which 
the pope publicly ~&ltiaW:td 
WaldMim's ptttiden<y:' ' 

Tht purpose of the pn>lctll • ..,. 
cording to Lmwr. would be tq ~ 
INlld th.at the Vatic.u> ~ 
i" respect 1 .. tht Jtwiah pcopk b) 
~the - al 1inel. p 
in& • fllll account of dv Catholil: 
Chwd>'s role during dw Holocaust 
from parioll to VlllCall. and ~ 
menlins • ......n-. tt-ffuc.lion 
....- in the church rq&rdinl its 
role .. in g<"rWrlling and -.ini.n& 
...... 5"lltllln .•• 
· lndaded in the diwdl'1 n-
1ponae, ht .u:t. muat be ••Ill un· 
~ 1tat.-.U ol apol~ 
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~~s Excellency 
A·rch vi shop ~io Lar,b.i 
Aoostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusttts Ave., x.w. 
Washin~ton, D. G. 20008 

Dear Arch~ishop Laghi, 

In res?Onse to the thou~R.tful su~~estion of Monsir,nor Celestino 
Mi~liore, Char~e ••Affaires of the Apostolic Nunciature, we take 
the li•erty of presentin~ to you our rormal request for an ausience 
at an~ early date with His ~oliness Pope John Paul II. 

We woulfi 9e iitrateful tf you woula communicate our request to the 
aopronriate authorities in the Holy See. 

The 'Purpose JD.bmXJlllll.tm1 t'or such s.n e.ueience ~rows out of t'rae 
neei for a su~stantive discussion of several issues in CRtholic
Jewish relations whose importance hase 9een un~erscorea 9y the 
recent contro~ersy resultin~ from the aud&ence P,rante4 by the ~ope 
to Dr. J'\ut't 'ii al4he im, p!"esifient of' Austria. 

Ariton~ the questions which we wish to miscuss anft seek clarification 
are the fol lowine;: 

l) Is it possU~le to devise a metho• f'or advanc1e communication 
tetween the Holy See, the aopropriate ~atican secretariats, an« 
the International .Jewish Committee for !nte rre l i~ious Consul tat ions 
i.n or-der to avoid misunlerstandin~ en fi pu9lic confusion when 
iifficult, potentially c~nflictual pro9lems emer~e? 

While resoectin~ completely the autonomy of the Roly See as well 
as our o~m autonomy as independent •odies, it seems evi~ent tnat 
ae11ance knowle.d.!:e o.f such events as t b.e Walcllci.e"i!'l auaience mi.r,'oi.t have 
allowes to Km:mti'.Xx consult bo~ether in a way th.at could have le4 to 
a ri.±£t.I~ different ~eci.sion. ~Ailing that, . a 9e~ter share• 
inter?retation coul~ have 9een develope~ for the Qenefit of everyone. 

2) Are tbere si~nificantly ~tffering interpretations emer~ing ~etween 
the P<::>pe anGl the worle J~wish c or.imu ni ties over tae events~ the 
~azi '!foloc.iaust an-. its respective mea.nin~s for. th.e .Jewish people, 
the Christian peoi;>les, mi thew or la at lar~e? Is 1 t '90ss i ~le to continue 
!'~ferrin~ to Auschwit.,. or :-taie.1anek without conceete reference· to 
t'he llJlapllllX uniqueness of' the "~inal Solutim" intended solely for the 
Jewish people while, at the same( time, fully acknowlea~in~ tbe massive 
horr~rs suffere~ ~y Christians and others? 

3) What role can the G Atholic Churcl:i ana the .T~: wls.h people plgy in 
contri~utin~ to the peaceful resolution of the Ml~dlc E~st conflict 
for t'he 'tenefit or .Jews, Christians, and Muslims? :would Jll!IX the·C"'e not 
x'lle blenefit in cHscus~inF.r in an open, nonco'!l'.mittal spirtt the critical 
quest ions of lf .r:>t ic an ti tµlomat ic relations wt th Israel, the destiny 
of a unified Jerusalem, ana a consttrnctive future for the ~alestinian 
ne~ples tlirou.~h p-Jn-l1iolent means. 

.I 
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4): Is it possi~le for tbe ~oly See an~ the International Jewish 
Committee to cooperate more fruitfully in aavancing the cause of 
human ri!,hts, '!'.JP..rticularly relir,ious li•erty ·anrl t h.e avotcia.nce of 
reli~ious intolerance in various parts of the world where such 
~enlals . of human tiir.;nity are increi.'\sin?.;ly vexin~ ane threatening? 

These, we aelieve, are central questions that we feel tbe need 
to discus s with Pope ~ohn ~rutl II in a spirit of respect, frten~ship 
ami canio~. 

~e sincerely •elieve t hat sue~ conversations woula help cle ar the 
air 8etween us ltefor-e the Pope's visit to the United States in 
Septemhet:". 

We anureciate your wlllin~ness to forwara these thou~hts to 
the rroly See in OU~ ~ehalf. 

~espectfu lly yo,J!"s, 

i 



Theodor• £11anotf 
Piuid1n1 

lieoNevH 
Cht1("8oerd al Gowt1nort 
Robert S. Jacobs 
Ct11i~ N1ri0111I laecu1w1 Counce 
Edwsrd £. £Ison . 
Cti.i~ Bo11d ot l1us1111 

Sholom D. Comay 
THISUflf 

Robert S. Rlfldnd s., .... ,., 
D11vld H. P9ire1 
Assac1111 lreasur•r 
Mimi Alpafin 

. tllai<. btcutt'lf Commm11 

Bertram H. Gold 
Eaacutivt Vic.-Prts•dent 

Vict·PrttMltntJ 

Mata S. Barger 
C!lucego 

Herbert Cohen 
AU11111 

Arnold 8. Gardner 
81/11110 

Rita E. Hauaat 
NMYor• . 

David Hlrschhom 
kltdrtolt 

Ann P. Kaufman 
Houtton 
Alfred H. MoHt 
W1thlfl9I011, 0C 

Bruce M. Ramer 
losAn91IH 

.Jerome J. Shntack 
Ph1ladelph1t 

A. Patllf Straus 

"""'' .. ~ 
Gordon lacks 
C:olumbus 

Hona•try Presidents 

Morrit B. Abf'am 
H-ard I. Friedman 
Arthur J. Goldberg 
Philip £. Hoffman 
Richard MHn 

• Elmer l . Winter 
Maynard I. Wlshner 

lfonar11y V1et·P1tsld1nt1 

Nathan Appleman 
David B. Fleem.n 
Martin Gang 
Ruth R. Goddard 
Andr- Goodman 
Raymond F. Kravis 
William Rosenwald 
Shirley M. Szabad 
Elise D. Waterman 

MaxM. Flaher 
Hono11rv °''": 
N11Jon1I beclllivt Cound 

Eucutivt Vtet·Presidl!nt E mt rtto1 

John Slawson~· . 

• 

00 , ••· - -··•· · _ ,. •• :•••••••••·•·4•••• •••• , .. r • · · •-

·.· ·. • •·~ ,. '(C•;''.:~\il)~~~~r 

. ::, ... ; ~ 

.. The American Jawlsh ~Committee 

June 19, 1987 

His Excellency 
Archbtshop _Pto Laghl 
Apostolic Nunclature 
3339 Hassachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Archbishop laghl, 

Institute of Humen Relations 
t6S East S6 Street 
New York, New York 10022-27'46 
212 75t-'4000 • 

0 . • 

.. . 

I hope this letter finds you In good health. It has been some 
time since we last met, and I recall with pleasure our last good 
conversatton In Washtngton. 

At a meeting of all the major Jewish rellgtous end communal 
groups held this morning In New York, I was authorized to write 
to you with a view toward seeking a meeting with you, or, In 
your absence, with your deputy next week. 

Rabbi Hordecat Waxman, chairman of the lnternatlo11al Jewish Com
mittee for lnterrellgious Consultations (IJCIC), and Rabbi Gilbert 
Klaperman, president of the Syriagogue Council of America; would 
head a delegation of re.presentat ive Jew I sh leaders for ttie purpose· 
of discussing with you our profound concerns over the meeting be
tween Pope John Paul II and Dr. Kurt Waldheim, president of Aus· 
trla. 

We wish also to apprrse you of the desire of all major Jewish 
groups to arrange an early aud lence wl th the Holy ·rather lt.1 .. order 
to discuss a number .of basic Issues on the Catholic-Jewish agenda, 
Inc 1 ud Ing th'e w·a 1 ~he Im a ff a 1 r. 

Hay we look forward to an early reply to this request? 

Respectfully yours, 

Rabbi Hare H. Tanenbaum 
Director 
International Relations 

HHT:RPR 

cc: Rabbl Hordeeat Waxman 
Rabb1 Gilbert Klaperman . • 
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June 21, 1987 .. 
THE PAPAL AUDIENCE WITH WALDHEIM - A MOCKERY OF MORALITY 

. . . ~ ... - .... ·. ,. . · . .. . : .. .. . · .. ·\ -
WINS RELIGION COKM~NTARY 

RABBI f'lARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN J-E\!11 SH COMMITTEE · . ' 

Official representatives of practically every major Jewish religious and 
' " . . . .. ·. 

convnunal organization have been meetin~ frequently during last week to 

discuss the decision of Pope John Paul II to receive wit~ full state 

honors Kurt Waldheim, the unrepentant Nazi who is barred fro~ t~e United 

States. I have taken part in all those meetings, and f cannot recall a 

time when Jewish leaders have been so shocked and distressed. 

There is great respect for the Pope among Jewish leaders. Their ang~r is 

directed against this incredible decision, not against the person of the 

Pope. There is also an awareness t~~t ~~ldheim is not Austria, and t~at 

Austria is not Waldheim. 

The core of Jewish resentment focuses on the fact that Wal~heim has lie~ 

about his evil deeds as a Nazi officer for some fo~ty years • . 
Western democracy will receive Waldheim, who ~efuses to ac.knowledge his 

• ' • I • , •,, '•. ,,' ., 

partI~ipation in Nazi actions in Greece ~nd Yugoslavia that r~sulted in 

the death of thousands of Jews and Christians. 

Waldhei~ has relentlessly press~red ~he Vatican f~r t~is audience. ~~ 

clearly wants to exploit the moral stat~r~ of the Pope as a sl~n th~t 

he has won instant absolution for his sinful past, without confessing 
·~ . .... . 

ht s sins. Should that happen, it woul~ indeed be a desecration of ~he 

memory of every human being, especially the six million Jews, massacred ·. . - . . - .. . :. : . 
by the Nazis. 

Pope John Paul has courageously challenged repressive leaders of P~land, ·.· .- .. 

Chile, the Philippines, among others, demanding they turn away ~rom .. . ,•,, . 
~heir evil pasts. We would hope h~ will ~o no less n~xt T~ursd~y to 

~lU!r.t Waldheim, the unrepentant N~zi who makes· a mockery of every moral 
• 

principle the Pope and the Catholic Church stand for. 

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is di rec tor of in terna t t ona 1 relations for the American 
Jewish COlllllittee and presents a weekly religion collV!lentary over Wl~S~ 
West iqghouse Broadcasting Syste~. · · · 
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FO/SFB 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

. ·· - ~ 

July 9, 1987 

Geri Rozanski 

Ernest H. Weiner 

"Visibility" - Phase Two 

Phase On~, should you be confuse~ on the code, emphasized local 
progranming to gain press attention. Phase Two, through July, 
will be aimed at "high class and think pieces". 

Seriously, Marc's op•ed piece captured the entire op..ed page 
and is particularly timely in this issue, since our Jewisl) 
mayor,Dianne Feinstein, will be hosting a fund raiser on July 
23 .to defray e~nses for the Pope's visit to San Francisco in 
September (see clips of page 1 story) . 

Best regards, 

enc : 

cc: Bert Gold / 
Marc Tanenbaumv"' 
James Rudin 
Eugene DuBow 
Mort Yarmon 
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COMMENTARY 

Unrepentant Waldheim bailed out of isolation by pope 
U one w~ pinsed to 5\llMWiR Ule eotin fµror o~ the 

incredible meeting between Pope John Paul D and Or. Kurt 
Waldheim into • single phrase, I suggest the following 
would be dose to the awtr.: 

Kurt Waldheim, the unttpentant Nazi officer, hijacked the 
pope and the Vatic&n for his own whitewashing purposes. 

When Waldheim left Rome two weeks ago after his audi
enc:e with Pope John Paul 0. he is quoted as 5lying to the 
ptt9S that his meeting with the pootiff was "a much grea~ 
auccess than I ~ expected ... 

Waldheim had good reason for fttllng jubilant. Dtspite 
the year-long controversy over the Austrian pttsident's 
Nw past - and his lying abou.t and denying th.at put for 
some 40 yeam ,... the pope ch~ not to make a single ~ 
reference to those grim fiCU. Instead. the pontiff spoke 
Waldheim in idealiud terms as " a diplomat and foreii 

rabbi more h. tonenboum 
GUEST COLUMN 

minister as weU as your activity in the 
United Nations ... always dedicated to the 
securing of peace among all countries ... 

Rnponding. Waldheim referttd to Pope 

I 
John Paul 0 as "the conscimce ol man

\i ltind," as ii to suggest that the papal an
bodilnent of the world's consdence had 
completely exonerated him. Thwt, the 
worst fean ol the Jewish people about thJa 
1udimce were reali2.ed - Waldheim ap
pears to have obtained instant absolution 

of his sins, wllho11t ever acknowledging his activities in 
Ci~ t111d YugoMvia M 111 officer in the ruthleu ~azi 
Anny Croup E. . 

W.GE 15 
~ 

Many implicationa Row &om this incomprehensible ep;. 
IOde that call for tlM! most serious and responsible exam.ina
lion by c.tholicl and J~s. especillly by the Vatican author
ilin who orchesiraud this morally bizarre evmt. 

. ~----waiiS:::.::::.--w1111 Pape .tollll PU I la )ult .... - _, Aullrlan Preeldent K&at W.idllelm (left) ,_..to ......... - of Illa 'i 
First is the 11'\0Rl damage that the audience m.ay well none ol the9e penitential requjmnrnts. 

. Clute to int""81ional law and order. In effect, the world· The pope-Waldheim audience also raises questions of 
wide publicity given to this papal recieption· to Waldheim ex· moral eccounllbillty for how the had of state makes use of 
udes IM message that every iormer Nazi, every murderer, that audience. When PLO chieftain Yulr. Arafat manipu· 
aimina1 and ·tftrorist need never feel any guilt or remonie lated.an aucllence with Pope John Paul D.(not a private aucli
over their evil dttcb. U they inanage to Ile about their anti- ence, as generally ~lieved), his henchmrii plastered the 
hwnan adions S\ICCeS8lully, and hang around long enough. photograph of the pope with that mum tftr'orist all over 
they might even obtain inltant ab9olution through 111'1 audi-· tbe Arab, Moslan And Third Wortd press. The caption. in
entt with the pope or his surroptes. Waldheim did just vuiably, was a vcn.ion ol "Pope Bleues PLO Polides ... 
th.al. The V atian lss\led 1 muted clarifying datem.ent subse-

Second is the Issue of the Vatican policy of~ quently, but it neYel' caught up with the exploiUtion of that 
invitations to ~ h~ of state, reprdless of pmonal hi> "photo opponunity" by Antat and his tmorist band. 
tory or moral dlaracteT. If a head of state who Is a ~tholic 'PresideiU lcli Amin of Uganda did exactly Iha sazM thing 
wishes to rnter a papal ronfessional booth and repmt hit or with a photo he took with the late Pope Paul VJ. Amin, 
her oins .ind ask for forgiveness, that is an entirely priv•~ wh~ PLO g\Wds and Moslem tribesmen rnasucred nearly 
maJ:teT between tlw,pope as universal pastor and .the Cathe>- 500,000 black QirUIW\5, hall of than Romm Catholic, ex· 
lie ~. Jews llld other ncm-Catholia have no s tanding plom!d that audience by having his papal picture splashed 
to rliR 'l."estions about euch religious INltten, no matter aD owr the Afrian and Muslim pte19 with a similar caption, 
how good or bad the -1 characm of the penitrnt. ~i!;:t the pope and the Vatican " bless" his mlll'-

lt might be instructive for Jews to articulate the Jewish derous · and ICtioN. 
dodrine ol ,,,.,....,.,, (repentan<r), which is ~ ~ nw monl question eeema eelf-evidmt: u ............, <>peN 
vant to the WaldNim aitv.UOn. Judaism requires foU1 · the cl.oar of your aputznent to a mn!eued bwglar or rapist. 
-=tlans ot i wollllHle f'l'llml (~ to Maimonlda): a and lie procftds to rob rvvy ~t in the building or 
penitent must amfess explicitly onr'• sins; he or the must npe i1a wozr>en inhabitants, la It morally re9pONible to •y 
have an owrwhelming 1en1e of shame for mw'a evil deeds; only, "All I did wu to let him in the front door. frftdom of 
he or she musi INkc a firm de1mnination to tllm away llOCeSI, you 1i:nowr· 
from such ·wrongdoing; and, the crucial text, the penitent But the real and ultiznate question Is: Why did the V aticAn 
muat ~ cNnged behavior. Waldheim has IDft seaetariat of lltate iigree to this audiena which it certainly 

kn~ would be controversial and possibly damagirlg? And 
tM mnswer to that etucial question, I ~- lies buried 
~ ln the intemal politic. of Austria. · 

Wi!.ldheim has been a znajor embanasament to Austria. 
The Social Democrats have bttome increasingly VOC4I in at• 
tacking the People's Party. which nominated Waldheim for 
the presidency. for bringing ehame arid political isolation to 
AustN. After the United Statu pw w~ on " the 
watch list, .. t-ring his entry. the People's Party begAn a 
despera~ d lort to break out of the growing vise of Austrian 
isolation and ITjedion by the United State and Western Eu· 
rope. 

The Vatican became the pole v;illlt out of that isolation 
and hwnlliation. Since AuS1ria's population is about fr1 per
c:er1t Roman C..~olic, and since th~ is a real danger of po
lilial tunnoi1 in Austria ii the WaldMim boil is not Wud, 
the pope and the Vatical\, respondJns to the People's Party 
mtreatiel, decided to help bail them out througJi !hie aud>
enc:e. 

But the haunting question that won' t go away Is: Why did 
Pope John Paul ll have to capitulate IO completely Oft 
Wildheim'I tenna7 

Rlllllll llllll'C: H. T--....., *-of b1tat1•llwwl ........ taf ... ~......,,~.-... .., ............ . 
gi-r allaarws at Yallc8n c:-ldl B. 
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