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Pope Iy \‘gs wlth Jewish leaders ;

VATIC, — In a private audience
.Friday w:th eaders ot the American Jewish
Comm.ittee, Pope John Paul II célebrated the
201R anatversary of the second Vatican Coun-
cil's rejection oi anti-Semitism by reaffirming
tne council's state- ‘
ment “as a word of di-
vine wisdom.” “He e &
emphasized to us that S
the council decument,

which has led to more .
" progress in Catholic- - ——
Jewish relations in. the -
- last 20 years than in , : 4%,
_ the previous two mil- » ~—.

lenia, is not just anoth- = <. .
er formal statement -» g = :
... but a teaching o 2 2
“which must be fok Pope John Paul II
lowed,” Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, the commit-
- tee's director of interrational relations, said.
The document, produced in 1965 by Vatican II,
emphasized the spiritual patrimony comiion to
* Jews and Christians, rejected anti-Semitism and
" repudiated historic attempts to blame all Jews i
for the ceath of Christ and to justify anti-Semi- A .
El through the Scriptures.
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POPE CONDEMNS ANTI-SEMITISM—In a recent private audience with leaders of the
American Jewish Committee, Pope John Paul i strongly reaffirmed the condemnations of
anti-Semitism issued in 1965 by Vatican Council I, which changed the direction of church
teaching about Jews and Judaism. Added the Pope: “"Anti-Semitism has been repeatedly
condemned by Catholic tradition as incompatible with Christ's teaching and with the respect
due to the dignity of men and women created in the image...of God.” With the Pope are,
left to right, David M. Gordis, American Jewish Committee executive vice-president; Rabbi
Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC director of international affairs and Messenger columnist; and
Howard |. Friedman, AJC national president.
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Pope Comes Close

/

But Not Close Enough on Israel

By MARC TANENBAUM

VATICAN CITY
(JTA) At a private

—_—

audience with American

Jewish Committee leaders
Feb.™ 15 held in the
resplendent  Apostolic
Palace, Pope John Paul II
went further than any other
pope in recent memory in
affirming that improved
Catholic-Jewish relations is
now an article of Catholic
doctrine, ‘‘an expression of
the (Catholic) faith, a word
of the Divine Wisdom.”

At the same time, he remained
cautious and vague about the
relationship of the Holy See to
Israel

Howard Friedmasn, AJC
president, led an eight-member
AJC delegation in an audience
devoted to commemorating the
40th anniversary of the end of
World War II and the defeat of
Nazism and the 20th anniversary
of the eadoption by Vatican
Council II of Nostra Aetate, the
declaration which opened a new
chapter in Catholic-Jewish
relations. It was the first

Popé John Paul

audience in 1985 of any Jewish
group with the Polish pope
devoted to examining the impact

‘of the Vatican Declaration on
Catholic-Jewish relations during’

the past two decades.
“AS THE Nazi trauma ap-

palled us with despair over
human evil,” Friedman said in
his prepared text, “so the 20th
anniversary of the close of

Vatican Council IT inspires all of |

us with hope and promise for a
more humane future . . . It is no
exaggeration to state that as a
result of these far-reaching

pronouncements and the prac- .

tical actions they have inspired,
greater progress in improved
Catholic-Jewish relations has
taken place during the past two
decades than in the past two

Friedman then said that ‘‘the

Americag_ Jewish Committee
-dmmm"%ﬁ?jqﬂ1'vmmn‘bf

upholding human dignity by
vigorously advocating the
universality of civil and political
liberties, and, in particular,
religious liberty for all peoples
everywhere, especially those m
oppressive totalitarian societies.”

The AJC president then
referred to his agency’s ‘“close
cooperation with Catholic Relief
Services in seeking to relieve the
suffering, hunger and deprivation
of millions of fellow human
beings in Ethiopia, and in Africa
generally.”

Continued on Page 8-A
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. ROME — Pope John Paul IT met
Friday with a group of American

Jewish leaders and issued a ringing

condemnation of anti-Semitism,
which he called “incompatible with
Christ’s teaching.”

The pope made his statements 1o !

a delegation from the American
Jewish Committee, which ¢alled on
John Paul to grant formal diplo-
matic recognition to Israel.

But though the pope is scheduled .

to see the Israeli Prime Minister Shi-
mon Peres next week, neither mem-
bers of the delegation nor Vatican of-

ficials expect the Holy See to change .

its approach to Israel in the near fu-
ture.

The American Jewish Commit-
tee leaders came to the Vatican
seeking a reaffirmation of the decla-
rations of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil on the Jewish people, statements
made two decades ago that changed
the direction of Church teaching on
Jews and Judaism.

Al a news conference after the
Papal audience, Rabbi Marc H. Ta-
nenbaum, the American Jewish
Committee’s director of Internation-
al Affairs, said the Vatican Council

\

ope, Jewish
demn anti-Semitism

. had created “a revolution” — for the

better — in Christian-Jewish rela-
tions.

“Literally, for the last 1900 years,
Jews had existed as objects for con-
version. Somehow Judaism was in-
adequate,” Tanenbaum said. “Vati-
can II has made possible the emer-
gence of a whole new theology in
which Jews and Judaism are re-
spected in their own terms.”

The Vatican document had
helped end the stereotyping of Jews
as “the wandering Jews, Shylocks”
he said, and added: “It was a kind of

rehumanization of the Jews.”
The Vatican Council document in
question, “Nostra Aetate,” was

adopted on Dec. 28, 1965 and dealt
with Catholic relations with  non-
Christian religions. )

Tanenbaum, who was an ob-
server at the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, said the delegation was hoping
that the extraordinary Bishops'
Synod the pope has called for this
November would reaffirm or even
strengthen the original declaration.
The Synod was called to examine the
results of Vatican II
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VATICAN CITY — In a private
audience Friday with leaders of
' the American Jewish Committee,
Pope J0! aul IT celebrated the
20th anniversary of the second
--Vatican Council’s rejection of an-
ti-Semitism by reaffirming the
-+ council's statement “as a word of
. divine wisdom.”
- “He emphasized to us that the
council document ... is not just
another formal statement ... but a
teaching which must be fol-
lowed,” said Rabbi
Tanenbaum, the committee’s di-
rectakr ‘of international relations.
The document, produced in
1965 by Vatican II, emphasized
* the, spiritual patrimeny commo
. to’' Jews'and Christians, rejec

—

anti-Semitism and repudiated his-
toric attempts to blame all Jews
for the death of Christ and to
ustify anti-Semitism through the

riptures. It called for “mutual -

understanding and resPect ... and
... brotherly dialogues.’
The pontiff, spoke in English to

a group that included American

Jewish Committee President
Howard I. Friedman of Los Ange-
les, board Chairman Theodore El-
lenoff of New York, and Execu-
tive Vice President David M.

Marc H. Gord

is.
“Where there was distrust and
perhaps fear, there is now confi-

"dence,” the pope said. “Where

there was ignorance and there-
fore prejudice and stereotypes,
there is now growing mutual

Pope Decries Anti-Semitism

knowledge, appreciation and re-
spect. There is, above all, love
between us,” the pope said.

The committee officials also
urged the pope to establish for-
mal diplomatic relations between
the Holy See and Israel, rejected
until now ostensibly because of a
Vatican desire to see Jerusalem
internationalized and not recog-
nized as the capital of Israel.

Asked later how the pontiff
reacted fo the request, Friedman
said that in a private chat after

. the formal audience John Paul

“simply acknowledged that there
are enormous complexities, but
that he understood our concern
for Israel. We acknowledged that
most of reality has a degree of
complexity about it.”

POPE JOHNPAUL I
Document must be followed

—_—— -
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Pope Hails Improved Relations

Wittt Piticity snd — Hea Ranafit A%-ir — Salls on Church
To Halt
Anti-Semitism

By Mare Tanenbaum

(Editor's note: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, director of international
. relations of the American Jewish Committee. was a member of the
AJC delegation which met with Pope John Paul Il at the Vatican)

VATICAN CITY, (JTA) — At a private audience with American
Jewish Committee leaders February 15 held in the resplendent
Apostolic Palace. Pope John Paul Il went further than any Pope in
recent memory in affirming that improved Catholic-Jewish relations
is now an article of Catholic doctrine, “an expression of the (Catholic)
faith, a word of the Divine Wisdom,

At-the same tite ke remained
~cautious and vague about the
relationship of the Holy See to
 Israel

Howard Friedman. AJC presi-
“dent, led an eight-member AJC
delegation in an audience devoted
to commemorating the 40th an-
niversary of the end of Warld War
1l and the defeat of Nazism and
the 20th anniversary of the a-
doption by Vatican Council 1l of
Nostra Aetate, the declaration

which opened a new chapter in
Catholic-Jewish relations. It was
the first audience in 1985 of any
Jewish group with the Polish Pope
devoted to examining the impact
of the Vatican Declaration on
Catholic-Jewish relations during
the past two decades.

¥, by AJC Presid

“As the Nazi trauma appalled
to us with despair over human
. evil” Friedman said in his pre-
', pared text. "so the 20th anni-
versary of the close of Vatican
Council I inspires all of us with
hope and promise for a more

« humane future .., It is no exag-
::wﬁ?hb;hm ﬁi::::?:.ﬁ':: geration to state that as a result
et i Jur: Ry I of these far-reaching pronounce-
3 ments and the pratical actions
The Jewish Sports Hall of Fame  they have inspired. greater prog-
will sponsor special wurs to Israel  ress in improved Catholic-Jewish
leaving on July 11th which will relations has taken place during
include the main events of the the past two decades than in the
t‘;ne Ha;Iu;F:nd the dedi : ion of  past two millenia”
and Dolph Shayes will wcompeny _ Friedman then said that “the
the groups. American Jewish Committee
Those Luki d i barticiog: shares™ :le Pope’s vision “of up-
. P P holdi uman digni igor-
ting m_mm groups can get fur- ously :d\rocal:ingdus\e t“?:e::::y
! ther information from Rabbi o civil and political liberties,
: :““""‘f;'f’zl‘;;‘: 3;[;0“?? I"; and, in particular. religious liberty
Idwd *, or
769-5952; (800} 442-4481 in NY :‘" "}l P;“"’]“ - everywhere.
h  State: (800) 223-7606 elsewhere muhl' ::ﬁ:'" °.“..:'. oppersve
d  orwrite to 126 Kensington Street, -
3 Brooklyn NY. 11235 =
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HISTORIC VISIT took place recently
Shimon Peres met with Pope John Paulill st the Vatican 1o
discuss the Mideasl, Jewlsh-Christian relafions and Jerusalem
{@s israel's political capital). (JWB March 7,1885.) Peres’ maeting
was the first for an Israell leader since Gdd.pll-irmtmlll Paope
Paul Vi in 1973,
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OI’E GREETS JEWISH LEADERS

Affirms improved relations
with Jews-Catholics now an
article of Catholic faith

By RABBI MARC TANENBAUM
VATICAN CITY — Ata privateaudience with A

leaders held in the resplendent Apostolic Palace,

meri

Pope John Paul 11 went

further than any Pope in recent memory in affirming that improved Catholic-
Jewish relations is now an article of Catholic doctrine. “an expression of the
Catholic faith, a word of the Divine Wisdom.”

At the same time, he remained cautious and vague about the relationship of

the Holy See to Israel.

Howard Friedman, AJC president, led an eight-member AJC delegation in
an audience devoted to commemorating the 40th anniversary of the end of
World War II and the defeat of Nazism and the 20th anniversary of the
adoption by Vatican Council 11 of Nostra Aetate, the declaration which opened
a new chapter in Catholic-Jewish relations.

It was the first audience in
1985 of any Jewish group with
thé Polish Pope devoted 10
examining the impact of the
Vatican Declaration on Cath-
olic-Jewish relations during
the past two decades,

*As the Nazi trauma
appalled us with despair over
humanevil,” Friedmansaidin
his prepared text,"so the 20th
anniversary of the close of
Vatican Council Il inspires all
of us with hope and promise
for a more humane future. 1t
isnoexaggeration lostaleasa
result of these far-reaching
pronouncements and the
practical actions they have
inspired. greater progress in
improved Catholic-Jewish
relations has taken place dur-
ing the past two decades than
in the past two millenia.™

Friedman then said “the
American Jewish Committee
shares the Pope's vision of
upholding human dignity by
vigorously advocating the
universality of civil and politi-
cal liberties, and, in particu-
lar, religious liberty for all
people everywhere, especially
those in oppressive totalitar-
ian societies,”

The AJC president referred
to hisagency’s “close coopera-
tion with Catholic Relief Ser-

vices in seeking to relieve the
suffering, hunger and depri-
vation of millions of lellow
human beings in Ethiopia.
and in Africa generally.”

The climax of Friecdman’s
statemen! concentrated on the
importance of establishing
“diplomatic ties between the
Holy See and the State of
Israel and her people,”

He said: “Such an mistoric
act, we believe, would be a
watershed event in Catholic-
Jewish relations. h would
help create the sense ol reality
(in the Arab world) which is
indispensable to peace.and we
would consider it a happy
developmentand confirmation
of the decisions of Vatican
Council 117

In response, the Pope
declared; 1 wish to confirm.
with utmost conviction, the
teaching of the Church pro-
claimed during the Second
Vatican Council in the
Declaration Nasira Aerare. . .
remains always for us, for the
Catholic Church. for the
Episcopate. . . and for the
Paope, a teaching which must
be followed a teaching
which it is necessary 10 accept
not merely as something fit-
ung. bul much more as an
expression of the faith, as an
‘nspiration of the Holy Spirit.
asa word of Divine Wisdom.™

Vatican authorities com-
mented later the Pope regards
improved Catholic / Jewish
relations as an “article of
faith,of permanent value, and
its progress is irreversible.

That assumed importance
in light of anxiety in Catholic
circles that the Vatican Synod
called for November may lead
to reversal of progressive
achievements of Vatican
Council 11

Asserting “relationships
between Jews and Christians
have radically improved in
these years,” the Pontiff
stated. “'Where there was dis-
trustand perhaps fear. thereis
now conlidence. Where there
was ignorance and therefore
prejudice and stereotvpes,
there is pow growing mutual
knowledge, appreciation and
respect. There is above all,
love between us, that kind of
love, | mean, which is for both
of us a fundamental injunc-
tion of aur religious traditions
and which the New Testament
has received from the Old.”

The Pope condemned anti-
Semitism, saying. “Anti-
Semitism, which is unfortu-
nately still a problem in
certain places, has been
repeatedly condemned by
Catholic tradition as incom-
patible with Christ'steaching ™





