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·The ".American Gjewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • C3ble WIShco~. N.Y. , . 

June 15. 1983 

TO: Jewish ·participants in the Lutheran Council in· the USA/American 
Jewish Corrunittee National Conference_. October 11-13 

FROM: Rabbi A. James Rud.in, Conference Co-ordina~or 

We are delighted that you wi 11 be joining us in New York City in 
. October. the conference will begin at 2:00 PM on Tuesday. the 11th, at 
the American Jewish Committee headquarters building. Following dinner at the AJC, a public ·evening session will be held at Saint Peter's 
Lutheran Church at 54th Street and Lexington Avenue, about three blocks 

·from the AJC building . . 

_ _ The morning and afternoon sessions of October 12th, along with 
the· luncheon and supper, will be at the AJC and t~e Wednesday evening 
session will take place at the Central Synagogue, 123 East 55th Street. 
also a short walk from.the AJC. We will conclude on October 13th with 
a morning and afternoon session which will give you ample time to re­
turn to your homes that evening. 

The AJC meals are kosher, and all out of town participants will 
be housed at the Seaman's Institute in Manhattan. 

We will, of course·, cover all your travel and accommodation ex­
, p~ns~s as ind~cated in the letter ·of invitation. We are pu~ting the. 
·. finishing touches on the final program and when ready, w~ will send 1t 
to you. Participants are expected to remain for the entire conference. 

Best wishes for a peaceful and restful summer. · 

AJR:FM 
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PROPOSED_' PROGRAM OUTLINE FOR LUTHERAN COUNCIL-AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE ON 

n~r:r.IN L~THER, . THE JEWS, AND JUDAISM" ·. 

1 - The ·Refo.I"l1lation Backgroun:l- Sixteenth Century Germany and Europe 

The Social, Political, Econom~c·, and Ideolo.r,ic.~l ·forces at 

wo~k ln Pre-Refol"Illation ·Germany and Europe · ~ fheir Dnpact · 

on Martin · Luther and the EarlyReformation Leaders 

II - The Theo1ogical. .Sources of· Re.formation Tradition : . 

-Prof.. ~e iko ~ ·'Oberman 
. 1 .... 

III - Martin Luther ' s Attitudes Toward Je~a and Judaism 

-~of~ I'.'ranklln Sherman 

IV - The Impact of L~ther and Reformation Leaders on Jews and 
. . . 

Judaism in Germapy a>~ Europe - ·1546-1918; 1918-194.5 

V Lutheranism and the. Jewish People in the Modern World.· 

Creative ·Efforts of the Lutheran Wo~ld Federation and 

its . member bodi e_s : to con.front Luther! .s ant ~~J~w1~h he~_ita~e : 
. . . 

._ .:· end to ·bI'iag about fundBrO:en tal posit~ve revis_ion . of' theolog1c.al 

·and eo.oial relations. 

s chol ars ·: 

Jaroslav Pelikan 

Uri Tel 

George Moss-e . 

Arne Sovik 

Bi shop C!'wdey 

. '· 

.. 
. . - . 
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.. 



Dr. Joseph Burgess 
Lutheran Council in the USA 
360 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10010 

Dear Joe! 

. · .. 

\.., 

June ·13, -1983 

It wa~ good -'to speak with Ye>u on the pho~e. Our pl ans are progress fog very 
nicely for the Lutheran-Jewish National Conference tQ be held next ·October 
in New York Cfty. Here is the current list of our participants. We expect 
some others to be joining our delegation and when we receive def1n1te word, 
I '11 .pass their names on to you. 

Mimi Alperin • Chairperson, National Jnterreligious Affairs CoJTV11fssion~ 
American Jewish ~JIJllittee, N~ York City · . . 

. . 

Judith H.· Banki, Assistant National Director, Interre11gious Affairs, 
AmeriCan Jewish Comnittee, N~ York City .-. 

Professor Jeremy Cohen~ Associate Professor Melton Chair of Jewish 
~istqry, Ohio Stat~· Un1vers1ty, Columbus, Ohio · 

Rabbi Bernhard Cohn, Congregation Habonim, New York City . . . 

Rabbi Jerome Davidson, Senior Rabbi, Temple Beth-El, Great Neck, New· 
York 

. . 

Professor Jane Gerber, ·Professor of Jewish Studies. City University.-, 
New York. 

Professor Edward Gershf1eld, Professor of Talmud, Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, New York City 

Professor Abraham. Karp, Professor of History, University of Rochester, 
P.ochester, New York · 

Inge Lederer Gibel, . Progl',"am Specialist, lntereel igious Affairs !) Oepa.ttr.ient 
American Jewish Cormnittee, Ne\'i YQrk City 

Rabbi Wolfe .Kelman, Executive Vice President,. Rabbin.1ca1 Assembly, 
New .York City . · 

.. . 

'\ 
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Professor .Jakob Petuchowski, Sol and Arlene Bronstein Professor of 
Judaeo-Christian Stud1es, and Resear,ch Professor of Jewish Theology 
and Liturgy, Hebrew Unfon College-Jewish Institute of Religion, · 
Cincinnati , Ohio 

Rabbi Lawrence Raphael, Associa·te Dean, Hebrew Union CoH ege-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, New York City · 

Professor .David Rudennan, Professor of ·Jewish Studies, Yale Un-1ver-
-sity, New Haven, Connecticut -

Rabbi A. James Rudin, Assistant National Director, tnterreligious 
Affairs, American Jewish Committee, New York. City 

Professor Jonathan Sarna. Professor of American Jewish History, 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Cincinnati, 
Ohfo· 

Rabbi Hennan Schaalman, Senfor ·Rabb1, Congregation Emanuel, and 
Irrmediate Past President, Central Conference of .American Rabbis, 
Chicago, 111fno1s 

Professor Robert Seltzer. Professor of History, Hunter College, 
New York City 

Rabbi -Daniel Jeremy Silver, Senior Rabbi, The 'Femple, Cleii·eland, 
OhiO 

Professor David W. Silvennan, Prof:essor of Jewish Philosophy and 
Ethics, Spertus College, Chicago, Illinois· 

Professor Uriel Tal, Professor of History, _Tel Aviv University, Tel 
Aviv, Israel 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director, lnterrel igfous Affairs, 
American Jewish Committee, New York City 

Professor Gordon Tucker., Director of Institute for Rel ig1ous and 
Social Studies, and Assf s(tant to Professor of Philosophy, Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America, New York City 

Professor Manfred Vogel, Professor of Rel1giQn, ~orthwes~ern Un.1.ver­
sity, Evanston, Illinois 

Rabbi Sheldon Zilllllennan, Senior Rabbi, Central Synagogue, New-York 
City 

I.. 

As plans stand now we w1ll be us.1ng Saint Peter's Church on the afternoon and 
evening of Tuesday, October 11th, with dinner here at the AJC. On October 12 
we w111 use the AJC for our morning and afternoon sessions along with luncheon 
and dfnner. · The evening public session will be held at Central Synagogue. On 
the l~st day of the conference, October 13th, we will be meeting at the AJC 
in the morning and afternoon with a luncheon. 
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Dr. Joseph Burgess -3- · June 13, 1983 

The following· people will ·be de1iverfng papers at the conference: 

"The .Theologf~al Sources of the Refonnation ·Tradftion'1 (Jeremy Cohen) 
Afternoon Sess f on , Octo~er 11 th. 

"The Re.fonnatfon Background "<>f 16th Century Germany a·nd Europ_e" 
(Marc Tanenbaum), Eivening Session, October 11th. 

"Martin Luther's Aititudes Towards Jews and Judaism0 {Manfred_ Vogel, 
Morning, Session, Qctober 12th. . · · 

0 The· Impact of Luther and . Reforma~iori Leaders ·on Jews and Judaism 
in Europen-(1645-194511 (Uriel Tal)~. Evening Session, October 12th. 

"Lutheranism and the Jewi'sh People fn the Post World War II Period" 
(We should. have confirmation this week on the Jewish Speaker), 
r~rning Session, October 13th. . 

·"The ~uture of Luther.an:.:Jewfsh Relati.ons11 '(Jame$ Rudin) Afternoon- Clos;.. 
1ng· _Session, October 13th. 

.. 
I. look forward to receiving the list of your ~c.p~tgne-es of the Lutheran dele­
gates as of this dat e, along w1th the names of the speakers. . · 

It promises to be an outstand!1ng cQnference~ let's keep in clos.e touch, and 
. with wannest personal rega-rds, ·1 am, · · 

._ 

AJR:FM 

cc: · Rabbi Marc H. Tanenba.um .. 

.... 

Cordi~ _yours, . 

Ra&~\l\ames Ru4in 
Assistant National Director 
lnterrelfgious Aff~irs 

.· 

' ' ,· 

'· .·, 
'! ~· 
;~ 
\ 

. . \ 
·~ 
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Pl"Ofessor Manfred Vogel 
2517 Greenwood 
Wflmett, Illinois 60091 

Dear Fred: · 

March 23, 1983 

It was good to speak w1th you on the phone, and I am so pleased that you 
wn l be able to join us f n October for the Lutheran Counc11-Amerkan Jew1 sh 
CoQIJl1ttee National Conference. I am al so delfghted that you will be delfv­
ering a paper at that meeting. The conference begins wfth lunch on Tuesday. 
October 11th and we w111 conclude fn mid-afternoon on October 13th. A1t 
sessions w111 be.held in New York Cfty, and I will shortly be sending you 
details about the exact location of the sessions. 

. . 

The t,tle of your paper is uMartin Luther's Attitudes Towards Jews and 
Judaism." Thfs sess,on w111 take place .between 9:00 AM and 12:00· noon 
on Wednesday. October 12th. Professor frankltn Shennan of the Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary w1ll speak on the same subject at the session . 

We w111. of course, cover all of your . transportation and acco~dation ex­
penses during the ·conference as well as providing you wfth an honorarium 
of $500. I would appreciate recef v1ng a copy of your j>aper by September 
15th so that we may df stribute ft to the participants in advance of the 
conference. Because of the importance of the conference we hope to pub-
1 f sh the -proceedings as well. 

- Thanks again for accepting our fnvftatfon· and let.'s stay in close touch 
as we get closer to the conference. With. every good wjsh for a joyous 
Passover~ I am, -

cc: ~bb1 Marc H. Tanenbaum j AJ.R:FM 

Most cordially yours, _ 

Rabb°1 A. s Rudin 
Assistant. ~ tional Director 
Interrelig us Affairs 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date .. February 22, l 983 

to • : . Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

from. Rabbf A. James Rudin 

subjeci ·: Lutheran Council-AJC National Conference, October 11-13, 1983 

I am enclosing a _copy of my letter to Joe Burgess of February 7th. The purpose 
of this memo- is to make: some specific s.uggestions for speakers and to try to 
get them for the October meeting. 

As plans stand now, the opening afternoon session will feature only a Christian 
speaker. Joe is try.ing to get Professor Heiko Oberman . 

The evening public ses~ion at Central Synagogue will have a Lutheran and a Jewish 
speaker . It will deal 'with the Reformation Background of 16th Century Germany 
and Europe. I would suggest we contact either Barbara Tuchman at once or Jeremy 
Cohen at Ohio State, or Frank Manuel at Brandeis, but we should move quickly on this. 

The morni ng session on October 12th, "Martin Luther's Attitudes Towards Jews and 
Judaism"will feature Franklin Sherman, and I would suggest Uriel Tal if he is in 
the States at the time, Manfred Vogel, Arthur Hertzberg or Jeremy Cohen. 

In the afternoon we will have small workshops and for the evening session at St . 
Peter's Church, the subject will be 11The Impact of Lutheran and Reformation lead­
ers on Jews and Judaism in Germany and Europe, 1546-1918." I think this is a good 
spot for your presentation, and perhaps there should be a Lutheran speaker as well. 

The morning session on October 13th might deal with Lutheranism and the Jewish 
People, 1918-1945. This is a crucial topic and there should be one Lutheran 
speaker, and I would suggest the following as poss ible Jewish speakers: George 
Mosse of the University of Wisconsin, Michael Meyer of HUC-JIR, Irving Greenberg, 
Gunther Plaut of Toronto, Yehuda Bauer if he is in the States at the time, Howard 
Sachar of George Washington University, and Lucy Davidowicz. 

The closing session on the afternoon of October 13th would be a blending of the 
two sessions listed on my two letters to Joe Burgess; The Future State of Luther­
an-Jewish Relations Since World War II and the Future. I could do this paper , or 
we might want to invite someone who has participated in the IJCIC meetings in 
Europe. 

We need to make final plans regarding program so that we can "lock up" our speak­
ers. What kind of budget and honoraria is contemplated? 

AJR:FM 
Enclosure 
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·February 7, 1983 · 

Dr. Joseph Burgess !· 
Lutheran Council in the USA 
360 Park Avenue South 

····- .. --.----... .. . -- ···-----·----:::---.,. 

..... 

.. 
< 
> 

,• 

. ·. 

Hew .York. New York l0010. 

Dear Joe: 

It was good to be wfth you. at our recent lunch and to make plans for the forth­
coming Lutheran Counc11-AJC meeting in October. 1983. Here fs a tentative out­
line of the conference basecf on our conversations: 

October 11, 1983 Morning Reg1stratfon and Opening Luncheon 

.. 

October ·121 

Afternoon Sess.ion 

Theological Sources of the ·Refonnation Tradition , 
Pro.fessor Hefko Obennan (1 speaker) _ ~---'. 'B~~1.v- · 
Evening Session at Central Synagogue - · . . ~a;._ --::· 

.. 11,le -Refo,nna·t ion -~ackgr.o~nd of 16th Century Germany and Europe ._ 

Jewish and Lutheran Perspectives (2 speakers) 

Possible Jewish speaker is Barbara Tuchman, ~.-:-----r.:--~-
. ' 

Morning·sessfon · · 

Hartin Luther's Attitudes Towards Jews and Judaism 

· ~fe~sor Franklin Sh~and ~ .~~1sh Presentor (~ speake~s) 
AfternoOn sesSfon (t!!) . ~ ~ . .,,.... J . 

. .. . - •. . . . 

Small Workshops as a follow-up to the three plenery sessions 

Evening Session at St. Peter•~ Churcb · · 

.r The Impact .of ~utheran and Refonnat1on leaders on Jews and 

)· ~: . <j)~~t~ 
.... . ~- . 

L Judaism ·1n Germany and Europe 1546 19li- and 1918-1945 
. . ,,/'~ 

. 'lh1S could be ~ . Jewish. Speake~ or one l J _ 
. , -~~ ' ~ 

.. ~ ,. 

•.;, . 
.: . . \ ... ' · 

.. · . . 

".: 

.... 
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Dr. Joseph Burgess February 7, 1983 

October 13 

f 
~.)-

() ----
Morning Session 

(
Lutheranism and the Jewish People in the Post World War II 
Period 

. . 
I 2 Presentors, one Je\1ish and one Lutheran 
' 

· \ ·. Afternoon Closin'c:i Session 

\
The Future of Lutheran-Je\."lfsh Relations 
2 Presentors, one Jewish and one Lutheran ~ 

We need to refine the themes, especially the last two. We are planning for 
about 30-35 Lutherans and Jews at the dayti me meetings, and the evening ses­
sions will be open to the general public. We will, of course, encoura9e 
media coverage for all the sessions as well as providing the media with ad· 
vance texts. 

I welcome your suggestions and conments about the outline and let's talk 
soon about possible speakers, budget, etc • 

. With wann regards, I am, 

AJR:FM 

f.t>st cordially yours, 

Rabbi A. James Rudin 
Assistant National Director 
l.nterre11gfous Affairs 

P.S. Tnanks so much for reserving Seamen•s Institute and St. Peter's. I've 
reserved Central Synagogue. 

cc: Rabbi Marc H. °Tanenbaum 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

. :· ·-. ···-·---
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date January 31 , 1983 

to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
from Rabbi A. James Rudin 

su~ject 

I met with Dr. Joseph Burgess of the Lutheran Council on Friday, 
January 28th. We reached the following consensus: 

The Lutheran Council -AJC conference wfl 1 take pl ace in New York City on October 
11 thro.ugh 13. We .agreed on the followi.ng tentative program: 

October 11 

October 12 

October 13 

Morning Resistration 
Openfog Luncheon 

Session~ ! 

The Reformation background, 16th Century Germany and Europe. 
Jewish and Christia·n presentations. Two possible Jewish 
.speakers are Prof.essor Franklin Manuel of Brandeis Univer­
sity and Barbara Tuchman. 

Eveni.ng Session 

The Theological Sources of the Reformation Tradition, 
Professoi Heiko Oberman 

Morning Session · 

Martin Luther's attitudes towards Jews and Judaism; 
Professor Franklin Sherman and a Jewish presenter, 
possibly Professor Uriel Tal 

Afternoon Session 

Small workshops as a follow-up to the three Plenery Sessions 

Even fog Session 

The impact of Lutheran and Reformation leaders on Jews and 
Judaism in Germany and Europe .1546-1918 and 1918-1945. 
This ~ould be either two Jewish presenters or one Jewish 
presenter 

Mornfog Session 

Lutheranism·and the Jewish People in the Post World War ti 
period 

3 • 3 
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbau·m· -2-

Two presenters, one Jewish a·nd one Lutheran 

Afternoon Closing Session 

The Future of Lutheran~Jewish Relations 

Two presenters 

January 31, 1983 

W~ · had sevetal suggestions on places. Joe ·thought we could meet at 
the Seaman's Institute in Manhattan for the daytime sessions and perhaps one 
n.ight .session at St. Peter.'s Church (54th and Lexington Avenue) and the follo.wing 
evening session at Central Synagog1,1ge (SSth Street and Lexington Avenue). There 
is th'e possibility of having a·11· the sessions at these two midtown houses of 
worship. · 

We need to refine the last two themes a bit and also it was felt that 
for some of. ·the sessions we did not need paral 1 el presentation.s. Joe felt that 
he wanted to invite .15 of the leading Lutherans to this conference and we would 
do the same, but throw open the evening sessions to the general public. We 
would also encourage, of course, medi'a coverage for al,. the .sessions as well as 
pr.ovidi ng the media with advance texts. · · -7> . . . 

~r; . We need to meet ve·ry soon to discuss budget, pl ace and speaker~. Joe 
says this ·is a 11dynamite11 meeti_ng and is giving it major attention. I al so see 
the possibility of the 'proc~eding~ being published. 

. ·. . . . . 
. . . . 

AJR:FM 

cc: Judith Banki 
lnge Lederer Gibel 
Zach Shuster 




