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Geneva, April 2~, 1981 

To : Members of IJCIC 

From : Gerhart M. Riegner 

Re: Co~sultation with Lutheran World Federation 

1. J•!ost of you 1.Jill remember· that W'e discussed at our recent London meeting , 
amongst other· things, arrangements for the consul ta ti on -.,..i th the Lutheran 
World' Federation , scheduled· to take place in Copenhagen from July 6-8 , 1981. , 

The meetings will start on July 6 in the morning and will end on the 8th 
on lunch ..... ..,1me. 

\.le decided then that the two Jewish papers which will be presented at 
u~e forthcoming consultation -.,..ith the Lutherans on "The Concept of Man in 
Je·.:ish Thought" will be prepared by Rabbi Bernard Handelbe.um and Rabbi Marc 
Tanenbaum . The first paper will. deal vith the Jewish sources and interpreta
tion, and the other with the consequences· ~n social teaching and action. 

· 2. I have in the meantime been in contact -.,..ith the -secretariat of the 
Lutheran World F'~deration, 1.Jith·tbe.Jewish community of Copenhage~ , and with 
Chief Rabbi Melchio r of Copenhagen, and I am now able to report on some of 
the ar::-angernents made since ·our Lond·on meeting. 

a) The Jewish community of_ Copenhagen has agreed that .the consultation 
t~ke place on the . premises or ~he Jewish CO!!lmunity, Ny Kongensgade ~. 
1~72 Copenhagen K, Telephon: 12 88 68 . 

b) J\rrange11~E:nts are also being made_ for having one j oint meal every day 
e.t the building of the . corrirnuni ty, anu preparations fo_r kosher luncheons 
are accordingly :being inade. -

c) I have invited Chief Rabbi Melchior to participate in the consultation. 
He was already informed by :the Lutheran Bishop that the consultation 
will_ take place. 

d) 'I'he Jewish community expressed some doubts about the :fe.asibility of an 
evening reception as . most of the local_: people will be on vacation at 
the time of the consultation. _ ,._I have suggested to our Lutheran partners 
that their local represent.ai:. i_~~s .. should . get .in touch with the community 
people, discuss this matter· and take- the appropriate decisions. 
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e) I have reserved a dozen· single 1·ooms at the Royal Hotel for the nights 
of July 5, 6, and 7. 

As I do not have the exa.ct list of participants I have booked fo.r 
the. time being only for Prof., Talmon, Rabbi Tanenbaum , Rabbi Mandelba1.J.!11, 
Mr. Shuster, and myself . If any of the above named wish to change the 
reservation in any way, please let me know as soon as possible . 

It is absolutely essential that I have in the near future the names 
of all other participants and I ask each of the five member organiza
tions of IJCIC to let me have their list of participants not later 
than May 15 . I call your attention to the fact that the consultation 
is ta.kine place at the hight of the summer season and it will be very 
diffjcult to get hotel rooms at the last moment. 
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3. We have also to make up our mind what we should discuss with the Lutherans \ 
under the heading "~:xchange of topical questionf'. I would be grateful fo.r 
suggestions . I nm personally cf the opinion that we should ask for a dis-
ct:ssion on the recent increase of anti-Semitic manifestations in Europe. We 
m.:ty also raise some points conc:erning the Middle East situation. But I would 
like to have reactions form all of you to this . 

Best regard::> . . 

L'; /"' 

{ f{, f·"-.,. 

r., 

. . ·--· ---·------,---·---· 

r 

m ' . :;: 
~! 
f." r .. 

I 
i 

i 
~ 
~.: . 

~
r t:i 

. 

. 
I' 
i 

r 

~ 
~ .,.. . 



~···--

.· 

-- . 
ll ~- .. ,. :· '.·:':: ~ ; ... ~·: 

(\)."··.:i'j ··--

L~.!. _____ __ 
P.O. aox No. li6 • 150, ROUTE DE FERNEV • 1211 GENEVA 20 • TELEPHONE : (0%2) 919'00 • TELEX : ZJC2l OIK CH • CABLE :" OIKOUIHNE GENEVJ: 

Dr. G. RIEGNER 

\'\:(iRLO COUNC~L OF CHlff:CHf.S 

. . 
PROGRAMME UNIT ON FA.ITH ANO WITNESS 

Dialogue w ith People of living Faith• a11d ldeologiu 

Geneva, March 9., i981. 
AB/LM 

World Jewish Congress 
P.O. Box 191 
1211 Geneva 20. 

Dear Gerhart, 

My notes from our discussion this morning indicate the following as 
possible agenda items for the LPC/IJCIC meeting in London, 10.00-17.00, 
28th June: 

Reports: 7th Assembly, World Jewish Congress 
LPC meeting, December 1980 
CCJP meeting , June 1981 
WCC Executive Committee meeting , February 1980 
Catholic/IJCIC meeting, March/April 1981. 

' Discussions: The "New Antisemitism" around the world 
The new US Admini3tration and the Religious Communities 
Israel Elections. 

Future Plans: Next LPC/IJCIC meeting (place and agenda) 
Next joint consultation (1983-84?) 
( possibility of a mini-consultation as part of the next 
LPC meeting?) 

It is certainly good of you to have made arrangements for us to meet 
on 28 June in the offices of the World Jewish Congress, 11 Hertford Street, 
London Wl. 

I shall look forward to learning definitely from you the names of IJCIC 
members who will be present at the CCJP meeting, London, 22-26 .June. Perhaps 
we should talk again after you have ·returned from the United States, in order 
to develop the agenda for the LPG meeting further. 

cc: Rabbi Bernard Mandelbaum 
Dr . Krister Stendahl 
Dr. Konrad Raiser. 

Cordially, 

tf;:~ 
Allan R. Brockway 

Christian-Jewish Relations 

•'. 
;~ 
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To: Members .of IJCIC 

From: Gerhart M. Riegner 

Re: Corisultation. vith 'Lutheran· World· Federation 

1. Most of you will remember· that we discus·sed· at ·our r 'ecent London meeti ng, 
amongst other· things, arrangements fo.r the consultation with the Lutheran 
World Federation , scheduled. to take place in Copenhagen from July 6-~. 1981 . 

The .meetings will. start o~ 'July 6 in the morning and will end on the 8th 
on lunch time. 

We decided then. that the two ·Jewish papers which will be presented at 
the forthcoming consultation with the Lutherans on "The Concept of Man in 
Jewish Thought" will· be prepared· by Rabbi :Bernard Mandelbaum: and Rabbi Marc 
Tanenbaum. The first paper will. deal v ith the Jewish sources and interpreta
tion, and the other with· the consequences· on social teaching and action. 

2. I have in the meantime been .in contact .wi th the ·secretariat of the 
Lutheran World Federati~n, vi th tbe :Jewish community of Gopenhageh, and .with 
Chief· Rabbi . Melchior. of· Qopenhageir, and . I am :now able to report on ·some of 
the arrangements made since··our.' Lohdon· .. meeting. · · 

a) The Jewish community of. Gopenhagen has agreed· .that -the consultation 
take· place on the .premises· of :the :Jewish collimunity , Ny Kongensgade 6 , 
1472 Copenhagen K," Tel:ephon: . 12· ·aa 68 • 

b) ·Arrangements . are· also being ·made·. for .having .one. joint meal every day 
at the ·building bf . the . collimunity,:.and preparations for kosher· luncheons 
are accordingly·· being inade . · · · 

c) I have .invited Chief Rabbi Melchior to pa~tfoipa.te . in .the consultation. 
He was already info;rmed· by· the··Lutheran Bishop .that · the consultation 
\Ji 11 take place. · · ,."' 

d) The Jewish community ~xpressed· some· doubts. about· the fe~sibility pf ~n 
evening recept ion as most. of .. :the· local. ·people· will be on vacation at 
t he .time of :the corisultatioh. ··1 have suggested· to our" Lutheran partners 
that their local repr.esenta1.i:ves· should .get· .in touch with the. community 
peopie , discuss this matter· and take· the"appropriat e decisions. · 

·. I .. 
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e) I have reserved a dozen· single rooms at the Royal Hot.el fo.r the nights 
of July?, ?, and 7. 

As I do not have the exact 1:ist of participants. I have booked· fo:r 
the time being only for Prof •. Talmo~. Rabbi -Tanenbaum, Rabbi Mandelball!D , 
Mr. Shuster, and myself. . If any of the above .named -wish to change the 
res~rvation in· any way,_ please ·let· me know as · soon as possible. · 

It is absolutely essential that I have in the .near future the names 
of all other· pa~ticipants .and I ask each of ~he five member organiza
tions of .IJCIC to let· me have . their list of participants not . later· 
than May 15. I call yo_ur attention to the fact that the consultation 
is taking place at the hight of ~he ·summer seaso~ and it -will be very 
difficult to get hotel r ooms at the last ·moment. 

3. We have also to make up·our· mind what we should discuss .with the Lutherans 
under the heading "Exchange of topical questioilf' •. I would··be grateful fo.r 
suggestions . I am personally of the· opinion .that Ye should ask for a dis
'cu.ssion on the recent increase of anti~Semitic manifestations in 'Europe. · We 
may also raise some points · concerning the Middle East situation. But I would 
like to have reactions form all· of you· to this. 

Best regards. 

.II' . , 

<: /7 I fl( U:\(,. 
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To: all members of IJCIC 

From: Jean Halperin 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY GENE.RAL 

t, RUI 01 VAA&M8f . · CAS& llOSTAt..C Utt• 1211 G&NCV• 20 18UISS£) 

~ 34 13 25 f WOALDG .. aae GINt:vE TtLSX NO 289 876 

Geneva, July 21, 1983 

Please find attached a revised version of the "Statement 
by Lutheran Participants" which is to be substituted for the one in
cluded with my memorandum of July 19, 1983. Apparently, the sequence 
of a few sentences had been blurred inadvertently . 

encl. 



.· 

Statement by Lutheran participants .. '· 

We Lutherans take our name and much of our understanding of Ch~is
tiani ty from Martin Luther. But we cannot accept or condone the 
violent verbal attacks that the Beformer ··made against the Jews. 
Lutherans and Jews interpret the Hebrew Bible differently. But we 
believe that a christological reading of the Scriptures does not 
lead to anti-Judaism, let alone anti-Semitism. 

We hold that an honest, historical treatment of Luther's attacks · · 
on the Jews takes away from modern anti-Semites the assumption that · 
they may legitimately call on the authority of Luther's name to 
bless their anti-Semitism. We insist that Luther does not support 
raci~l anti-Semitism, nationali~tic anti-Semitism or political . 
anti-Semitism. Even the deplorable religious anti-Semitism of the 
16th qentury, to which Luther's attacks made important contribu
tion, is a horrible anachronism when translated to the c ond.itions 
of the modern world. We recognize with deep regret however, that 
Luther has been used to justify such anti-Semitism in the period 
of national socialism and that his writings lent themselves to 
such abuse. Altho~gh there remain c~nflictin~ assumptions, built 
into the beliefs of Judaism and Christianity, they need n o t and 
sho~ld not lead to the animosity and the violence of Luther~s 
treatment of the Jews. Martin Luther opened up our eyes to a 
deeper understanding of the Old Test~ment and showed us the d~~lh 
of our common inheritance and the roots of our faith·. 

Many of ·the anti-Jewish utterances of Luther have to be explained 
in the light of his polemic against what he regarded as misinter
pretations of the Scriptures. He attacked. these interpretations, 
since for him ~verything now depended on a right understanding of 
the Word· Qf God. · 

The sins of Luther's anti-Jewish remarks, the violence of his at
tacks on the Jews, must be acknowledged vitb deep distress. ~nd 
all occasions for similar sin in · the· p'l'esent or the tutu.re must be 
removed from our churches. 



.... 

A frank examination also forces Lutherans and ~ther Christians to 
confront the an~i-J~wish attitudes of their past and present.· Hos
tility toward the Jews .began long before Luther and has been a 
continuing evil after him. The history of the c~nturies following 
the Refor~ation saw in Europe the gredual _ accep~ance of religious 
pluralism.· The church vas not always the first to accept this de
velopment; yet the.re have also been exa~ples of leadership by th~ 
church in the movement t6 accept Jevs as full . fel1ov cit{zene and 
members of ~ociety. 

·Beginning in the last half of the 19th cent~ry anti-Semitism in
creased in Central Europe and at the same time Jewish people were 
being integrated in society. This brought to the ~hurches, par
ticularly in Germany, · an unwanted challenge. Paradoxically the 
ch~.rches honored the people Israel of the Bible but rejected the 
descendents of those people, myths were perpetuated about the Jews 
arid deprecatory references appeared in Lutheran li~urgical and.ed
ucational material. Luther's doct~ine of the Two Kingdoms was 
used to justify passivity in the face ot totalitarian claims. 
These ant other less theolotical factors contributed to the feil
ures which have been regretted and repeatedly confessed since 
1945. 

To their credit it is to be said that there were individuals an~ 
groups among Luthe~ans who in defiance of t6talit~rian power de
fended their Jewish neighbors, both in Ger~any _and elsewhere. 

Lutherans of today · r~fuse to be bound by all of Luther's utteranc
es on the Jews. We h6pe we have lea~ned from the tragedies of the 
~ecent past. We are respo~sible fo~ seeing that ve do not now nor 
in the future leave any doubt about our po~ition on r~cial and re
ligious prejudice and that we afford to all the human digni~y, 
freedom and friendship that are the right .of · all the Father's 
children. 
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To: a 11 members of IJCIC 

From: Jean Halperin 

WORLD JEWlSH CONGRESS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

1. 111:u-• o• VAA•Met • CA8 & ~OSTALC ' .0 1 - 12 11 G•Ntva 20 ••u••s•> 
~ 34 13 Z!I f wo•LOCRS99 CU•tvtt TtL•X .. 0 289 878 

Geneva, J~ly 19, 1983 

You will no doubt be interested in the attache~ statements 
that have been adopted at the end of the Second Official International 
Consultation between Jews and Lutherans , held at Stockholm from 
11 to 13 July 1983. 

The list of participants is also attached. 

It was generally .felt on both sides that the m~eting has 
been of a high level , characterized by a spirit of openness and 
friendship. 

The Proceedings of the Consultation will . be published in due 
course. 

I have just been informed by Dr. S~vik that a new item has been 
included in the agenda of the Seventh Assembly of the Lutheran World 
Federation, to be· held next year in Budapest. It reads "The Church and 

' the Jews". 

encl. 
, · 



· .IJCIC/LWF DIALOG 
Stockholm, Sweden 

11 - 13 July 1983 

INTRODWCTORY STATEMENT 

. . 
"Luthe.r, Lutherani'sm and the Jews". 

A more appropriate but more sensitiv~ subject could scarcely ·have been chosen for 
the theme of Jewi. sh~Luth~~an conversat~ons in 1983, the five hundredth anniversary 

. . 
of the Re_f_ormer's birth, than that of "Luther, Lutheranism and the Jews." 

When the theme was cho~en · by the small committee that laid pfans for a second 
international Jewish-Lutheran meeting, it was known that it would be difficult. · 
It was not known, however, th~t in ,the many· events celebrating Luther's birth, 
this subject would be one of the major points of interest. 

The meeting was convened jointly by the Lutheran World Federation and the Inter
national Jewish ColTll'(littee on Interreligious Consultations, the jo-int agency of 
five major Jewish organizations. (The World .Jewish Congress, The ?ynagogue Council 
of America, The ~erican Jewish Committee, The B'nai B'rith - · Ant{-De~amation Leag~e 

and The Jewish Council in Israel for Interreligious Consultations). It was the 
second of what is expected to be a continui.ng series of occasions for conversations 
between representatives of the world· Jewish· community and the association of 
Lutheran churches. (Th~- first meeting in Copenhagen in 1981 was devoted to Jewish 
and Christian teachings on the- nature of humankind.) 

The group of 12 Jewish and 15 Lutheran participants met in Stockholm 11. - 13 July 
1983, under the joint chairmanship of Dr Gerhard Riegner, Secretary-General of the 
World Jewish Congress, and Professor Magne Saeb0 of the Free Faculty of. Theology, 
Oslo. 

The aims of the meeting, which was scarcely three days long, could be nothing but 
simple: to explore the facts and their implications for Jewish-Lutheran relations, 
and to _provide information and ·encou~agement to our constitu~ncies. The program · 
could only be straightforward: two pairs of papers, followed by discussion and the 
drafting of conclusions. The speakers were:Professor Mark Edwards of Purdue Univ
ersity (USA), Dr E.L. Ehrlich. Riehen. Switzerland, European Oirector' of B'nai 
B'rith International, Dr Ingun Montgomery of Uppsala and Oslo Universities, and 
Professor Uriel Tal of Tel Aviv University. 

That so complex and existential a topic could be dealt with usefully within so 
short a t~me co~ld on-ly h'appen because there were certain favorable conditions: 

• .• ,......_ . -· '• ..... - " • . - ' • .. ... _:)!. ... 
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many of the participants were specialists in the s~bject matter and had indeed 
participated in earlier events this year, and above aU there was a commitment 
unde.r God to se9rch together for a· way to a bridging of the historic gulf of 
injustice and enmity~ ·. 

The meeting closed with a. brief ·period of ~ilent prayer fbr pe~ce ih th~ . ~orld 

and particularly for peace in the Middle Easti . 

The statements that follp~ are submitted to their readers, Jewish and Christian, 
in the hope ~nd prayer that they may serve the .cause of peace, hope and love 
between these two communities of believers in one God ; and among all humankind. 



IJCIC/LWF DIALOG 
Stockhol~; Sweden 
il 13 July 1983 

~Luth~r. Lutheranism and the Jews 11 

STATEMENT BY LUTHERAN .PARTICIPANTS 

We Lutherans take our name and much of our understanding of Christi anity from 
Martin Luther • . But we cannot accept or condone the violent verbal ·attacks that 
the Ref armer made ag·a inst the Jews. 

Lutherans and· Jews interpret the Hebrew Bible differently. But we believe that a 
christological reading of the Scriptures does not lead to anti-Judaism. let alone 
anti-Semitism. 

We hold that an honest, historical treatment of Luther 1 s attacks on the Jews takes 
away ftom modern anti-Semites the assumption that they may legitimately call on 
the a~thority of Luther1 s name to b~ess their anti-Semitism~ We insist that Luther 
does not support racial anti-Semitism, ngtionalistic .anti-Semitism and political 
anti-Semitism. Even the deplorable religious anti-Semitism of the 16th century, 
to which Luth~r's attacks made important contribution, i~ a horri ble anachronism 
when translated to the_ ~onditions of the modern world~ We recognize with deep 
regret however, that Luther has been used to just_ify such anti-Semitism iri the 
period of national socialism and that his writings lent themselves to such abuse. 
Although there remain conflictiog assumptions, bui l t into the beliefs of Judaism 
and Ch~istianity, they need not, and should not, lead to the animosity and the 
violence of Luther~s treatment of the Jews. Martin Luther opened up our eyes to 
a deeper understanding of the Old Testament and showed us the depth of our common 
inheritance and the roots of our faith. 

Yet a frank examination also forces Lutherans and other Christians to confront the 
anti-Jewish atti.tudes of their past and .Present.· Many of the anti-Jewish utterances. 
of Luthe~ have to be explained in the light of his polemic against what he regarded 
as misinterpretations of the Scriptures. He attacked these interpretations, since 
for him everything now depended on a right understanding of the Word of God. 

The sins of Luther's anti-Jewish remarks, the violence of his attacks on the Jews, 
must be acknowledged with deep distress. And~all occasions for similar sin in the 
present or the future must be removed from our churches 
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. 
Hostility toward the Jews began Ion~ before luther_and has be~n a continuing 
evil after himi The history of the centuries following the Reformation saw 
in Europ~ the gradual acceptance of religious pluralism. The church was not 
always the first to accept this development; yet there have also been examples 
of leadership by the church in the movement to accept Jews as full fellow citizens 
and members of society. 

beginning in the last half of the )9th century anti-Semitism increased -in Central 
Europe and at the same -time Jewish people were being integrated in society. This . . ; . 

brought to the churches, particularly in Gennany, an unwanted challenge . . Paradoxi
cally tr1e churches honored the people· Israel of t11~ i:>ib.le but rejected the descendents 
of those pt.opi€, myths .\!ere perpetuated about the Jews and deprecato;y references 
appeared in Lutheran liturgical and educational r.Jateri.al. luti"rc:-·"'s doctrine of the Two . . 

Kingdoms was used to justify passivity in the face of totalitarian claims. Jhese 
and other less· tneo"9gical ·factors contributed to the fai !ui""es which nave: been 
regretted and repeatedly confessed since 1945. 

To their credit it is to be -said that there were individuals and groups among 
Lutherans who in defiance of t"otalitarian power defended their Jewish neighbors, 
both in Germany and elsew~ere. 

Lutherans of today refuse to be bound by all of Luther's utterances on: the Jews .. 
We hope we have learned .from the tragedies of the recent past. We are responsible 
for seeing that.we do not now nor in the future leave any doubt about our· pos.ition 
-o·n raciai' and religious prejudice and that we afford to all ·the hu!1ilan dignity, 
freedom and friendship that are the right of all the father's children. 



INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSU~TATIONS 

Statement at Meeting With Representatives of the 
. Lut~eran ·world . Federetion 

Stockholm, July 11 - 13, 1983 

STATEMENT BY. JEWISH PARTICIPANTS 

. . . . . 
·.:.,.i. . 

On the occasion of the SOOth anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther, 

representatives of ~he International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 

Consultations*) (IJCIC) have met for three days ' in Stockholm with represen

tatives of the Lutheran World Federation to examine the theme: "Luther, 

Lutheranism and the Jews". 

During this year, members of the world Lutheran family have been reviewing 

the teachings and actions ·of Luther and their religious, social and pol.i tical 

implications. The teachings of Luther have profoundly affected the course of 

Jewish history, especially in Europe. we are aware of the exploitation of 

Luther's anti-Judaism by the Nazis to sanction their genocidal campaign against 

the Jewish people. 

In recent years, Lutheran ·leaders in Germany, Scandinavia, the US and 

elsewhere, have made significant efforts to uproot these teachings of contempt 

which emerged in the writings of Luth.er in 'the 16th century. We are heartened 

by the affirmative dire~tion of the Lutheran-Jewish relationship as manifested 

in our dialogue in Stockholm . 
... 

The Jewish participants welcome the commitment of the Lutheran partners 

in dialogue to respect the living reality of Judaism froll) the perspec_tive of 

Jewish self-understanding and their undertaking that Lutheran writings will 

never again serve as a source for the teaching of hatred for Judaism and the 

denigration of the Jewish people. This heralds a new chapter ~n the relationship 

between Jews and Lutherans which should find practical expression in teaching, 

preaching and worship as well as joint activities for social justice, human 

rights ~nd the cause of peace. 

We pledge ourselves to collaborate with our Lutheran· colleagues in facing 

these co1M1on challenges. we trust that this year of Martin Luther observances 

wil·l thus prove a turning point leading to a constructive future between 

Lutherans and Jews throughout the world. 

•) The International Jewish Committee on Interreligious consultation (IJCIC) is 
composed of the World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue Council of America, the 
American Jewish Committee, the B'nai B'rith - Anti - Defamation League, and the 
Jewish Council in Israel for Interreligious Consultations. · 



LUTHERAN WQRLD FEDERATION - INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGious · 
CONSULTATIONS 

JOI.NT STATEME_NT · 

On the occasion of the SOOth anniversary on Luther's birth, representatives 

of the world Jewish co~unity and ·world Lutheran comm~riity have me~ in 

Stockholm July· 11-.13, 1983, for their second official dialogue. 

Meeting in Stockholm, we are mindful of the compassionate response of Scandinavian 

Chri~tians to the ~light of Jewish victims of Nazi persec~tion forty year~ ago • 

. This spirit renews .our faith in the human· capacity to confront evil with courage 

and determination. 

The deliberations on the theme of "Luther, Luthera.nism, and the Jews" were 
• 

info~med by an openness of views and a spirit of mutual respect for the integrity 

and dignity of our faith communities. The discussions ~evealed a depth of mutual 

u_nderstanding and trust. 

1. We affirm the integrity ahd dignity of our two faith communities and repudiate 

any organized pros~lytizing of each~ther. 

2. We pledge· to combat all forms of racial and religious prejudice and · express 

our soiidarity with all who suffer the denial of foll religious freedom. 

3. Sharing in the common patrimony of the Prophets of ·rsrael and inspi'red by 

their vision., we commit ourselves to strive for a world in which the threat 

of nuclear warfare will be ended, wh~~e poverty and hunger will be eradicated, 

in which violence and terroris~ will be overcome, and a just and lasting 

peace will be establi~hed. 

We welcome this historic encounter, which we ·prayerfully ~ope will mark a new 

chapter, with trust replacing suspicion and with reciproca~ respect replacing 

prejudice. To this end, we commit ourselves to periodi,c consultations and joint 

activities t .hat will strengthen our common bonds in service to humanity. 
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STUDIENABTEILUNG · 

To Participants in 
the Stockholm IJO:C/U-JF. Meeting 

~ Friends, 

Postfach Nr. 66 
1::11 Gcnf 20. S..:h...-c:iz 

Route cir Ferne>· l~O . 
Telephon 989400 Tele~ 234::~ OIK CH 
Tclc:arammadrc~~c Ll'T HWORLD GENEVA 

18th July 1983 

I ·ItDJSt apologize to you all because in the haste o.f ·our drafting process 
on Wednesday, I anitte:l to see that a note appeared in the doa.ment 
stating the l.irni.tations in the authority of the. LWF delegation. I believe 
that all participants are a:Ware of the fact that LWF rules provide th.at 
official staterre."lts of the INi'E" can only be made by the ·appropriate· elected 
authorities and not by ad hoc groups convened under its sponsorship But 
not all read,ers of the Stockhelm docum;mt will knON this. I would there
fore thir..k it necessary that the.re be in?erted as a footnote to the Intro
ductory Statarerit the follCM:i.ng sentences: 

'Ihe IWF delegation ~ authorized to speak to but oot 
in behalf of the lliF a00 its oonstituency. 'lbe state
rrents belcM will be. suhnitte:l to the appropr.iate 
authbrities of -the LWF for their consideration and ....... ~ .... _ 
ai...~1. 

While the staterrent of the Jewi.Sh partners will not of course be subject 
to lWF regulations, I believe that our :people rriay want to express their 
appreciation of that section too of what we . have said together, and what 
I believe to be a notably hcpeful rreeting of minds. 

'!hanks to you all for the cx:mtrihutian you made. to those three riarorable 
days. 

sLe~y, . 

1£ ' 
LJ:~AL// ~-· ,,, 

/mn • 
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Mr . . Jose~h Ettlinger 
Jewish-Christian Council in Sweden 
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Prof. Jean Halperin 
Consultant . fa~ Interfaith Relations 
World Jewish Congress 
1, rue de Varel!lbe 
POB 191 
CH - 1211 Geneva 20 I Switzerland 

~abbi Wolfe Kelman 
Executive Vice-President~ The Rabbinical Assembly . 
Co-chainnan.WJC Commission.on Interreligious Aff~ir~ · 
30.80 Broad-way 

._ New Yqrk, N. Y. 10027 · 
U.S. A.· 

Dr • . N~ Peter L~vinsoo 
Landesrabbiner von Bade'n 
Kiihler Grund . 62 
D-6900 Heidelberg"/ Federal Republic o~ Germany_ 

Chfef Rabbi Bent ~elchior 
Frederiksborggade 27 
DK-1360 Copenhagen I Oenmark 

Chief Rabbi Morton H.Narrowe 
Judisk_a Forsamlingeri i Stockholm 
Wahrendorf f sgatan 3B 
POB 7427 
S-103 91 Stockholm I Sw~~en 

Dr. Gerh~rt M. Riegner 
Secretary-General 
World Jewish Congress/ 
1, rue de Varemble 
POB 191 
CH - 1211 Geneva 20 I Switzerland 
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Prof. Uriel Tal 
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IL 69978 Tel-Aviv I Israel 

Rabbi ~arc Tanenbaum . 
Nat~onal Interreligious Affairs Director 
American Jewish Committee 
·165 E~st 56 Street 

· New· York NY 10022 
U.S.A. 

Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 
Representative 
Israel Jewish Council for I~terreligious Consultations 
Institute of Contemporary Jewry 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
11 Hameyasdim St. 
Jerusalem I Israel 

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger 
~rofessor at· Yeshiva University 
Immediate Past Pres.ident, S)'nagogue Council of Amer.ica 
1152 Sage Street 
Far ~ockaway, NY 1169'1 
U. S.A. 

· con'4 list of Jewish · 
Participants 
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Lild Strand 
DK-7741 Fr~strup 
DENMARK 

O~ Kate Mahn 
~irchenstra~se 6 
3400 Gottingen-Grone 
F.R~G. 
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Prof. Ingun Mont~omery 
Theological Institute 
Uppsala University 
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The Ecumenical Institute for Jewish-Christian Studies is a 
Catholic - Jewish - Protestant Consortium located in the 
North Congregational Church of Southfield, Michigan. 

PURP.OSE: 

The purposes of the Ecumenical Institute for Jewish-Christian 
Studies are to foster greater understanding between Jews and 
Christians, to combat theological and social anti-Semitism, and 
to provide opportunities for study and discussion of the issues 
which have often been sources of tensions and hostiiities between 
Christians and Jews. 

As part of the stated purpose of the Institute, the Institute 
will specifically avoid all missionary and conversioni?t activities, 
will deal with the theological dimensions of anti-Semitism in 
both its historical development and current practice, and will 
focus its program around such key events as the Holocaust, the 
founding of the State of Israel and other issues where the 
f~ilure of Christians and Jews to bridge the gap of ·misunder
standing has led to distrust and enmity. 

PROGRAM: 

The purposes of the Institute will be carried out in a wide 
variety of educational · programs that will seek to . reach both 
clergy and laity. These programs will include public lectures, 
travel-study seminars, theological study groups, publications 
of educational materials and significant studies, and speakers 
who will be made available to interested groups. 

In addition to the theological and historical studies, the 
Institute will provide face-to-face discussions around such items 
of mutual interest as inter-marriage, prejudice free teachings 
materials for use in religious school program~, the roles of the 
majority and minority in society, as well as opportunities to 
know the meanings behind various religious traditions and holidays. 

It is the goal of the Institute to create a climate of mutual 
respect in which areas of concern can be openly and honestly 
faced and discussed without rancor but with appreciation of both 
those things which unite us and those where we differ. 

James R. Lyons 
Director 

THE ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE for Jewish-Christian Studies 

26275 Northwestern Highway • Southfield, Michigan 48076 • (313) 353-2434 
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LUTHER,\N \·;ORLD FEDER/, TI ON - I NTERr.;1, Tl O!'J/,L J Ei·:J Sii CO:-U•ll TTEC O!-:! Jfl!TERi<ELI GI OUS 
COl·!SULTi'\Tl or~s 

JOINT STA1'EMENT 

On the occasion of the 500th anniversary on Luther's birth, r epresentatives 

9f the world Jewish community and· world Lutheran community have met in 

Stockholm July 11-13, 1983, for their second official dialogue. 

Meeting in Stockholm, we are mindful of the compassionate response of Scandinavian 

Christians to the plight of Jewish victims of Nazi persecution forty years ago . . 

This spirit renews our faith in the human capacity to confront evil with courage 

and determination. 

The deliberations on the theme of "Luther, Lutheranism, and the Jews" were 

informed by an openness of views and a spirit of mutual respect for the integrity 

and dignity of our faith communities. The discussions revealed a depth of mutual 

undeistanding and trust. 

1 • We affirm the integrity and d~gnity of our two faith communities and repudiate 

any organized proselytizing of each other . 

2. We pledge to combat all forms of racial and r eligious prejudice and express 

our solidarity .with all who suffer the denial of full religious freedom. 

3. Sharing in the common patrimony of the Prophets of Israel and inspired by 

their vision, we commit ourselves to strive for a world in which the threat 

of· nuclear warfare will be ended, where pover~y and hunger will be eradicated, 

in which violence and terrorism will be overcome, and a just and lasting 

peace will be established. 

We welcome this historic· encounter, which we prayerfully ~ope w~ll mark a new 

chapter, with trust replacing suspicion and with reciprocal respect replacing 

prejudice. To this end, we commit ourselves t~ periodic consultations and joint 

activities that will strengthen our common bonds in service to humanity. 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

Statement at Meeting With Representatives of the 
Lutheran World Federation 

Stockholm, July 11 - 13~ 1983 

On the occasion of the SOOth anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther, 

representatives 0f ~he International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 

Consultations *) (IJCIC) have met for three days in Stockholm with represen

tatives of the Lutheran wo rld Federation to examine the theme: "Luther, 

Lutheranism and the Jews" . 

During this year, members of the world Lutheran family have been reviewing 

the teachings and actions of Luther and their religious , social and political 

implication~. The teachings of Luther have profoundly affected the course of 

·Jewish history, especially in Europe. We are aware of the exploitation of 

Luther's anti- Judaism by the Nazis to sanction their genocidal campaign against 

the Jewish people. 

In recent years, Lutheran leaders in Germany, Scandinavia, the US and 

elsewhere, h~ve made significant efforts to uproot these teachings of contempt 

which emerged in the writings of Luther in the 16th century . We are heartened 

by the affirmative direction of the Lutheran- Jewish relationship as manifested 

in our dialogue in Stockholm. 

The Jewish participants welcome the commitment of the Lutheran partners 

in dialogue to respect the living reality of Judaism f rom the perspective of 

Jewish self-understanding and their under taking that Lutheran writings will 

never again serve as a source for the teaching of hatred for Judaism and the 

denigration of ~he Jewish people. This heralds a new chapter in the relationshi p 

between Jews and Lutherans which should find practical expression in teaching, 

preaching a~d worship as well as joint activities for social justice, human 

rights and the cause of peace . 

We pledge ourselves t o collaborate with our Lutheran colleagues in facing 

these corrunon challenges • . We trust that this year of Martin Luther observances 

will thus prove a turning point leading to a constructive future between 

Lutherans and Jews throughout the world • . 

*) The International Jewish Committee on Inter religious consultation (IJCIC) is 
composed of the World Jewish Conqress1 the Synagogue Council of America, the 
American Jewish Committee, the B'nai B' rith - Anti-Defamation League, and the 
Jewish Council in Is;ael for Interreligious Consultations. 



IJCIC/LWf. ~IALOG 
Stockholm, Sweden 
il - 13 July 1983 

rLuther, Lutheranism and the Jews" 

STATEMENT BY LUTHERAN PARTICIPANTS 

We Lutherans take our name and much of our understanding of ChristianitJ f rom 
Martin Luther. But we cannot accept or condone the vielent verbal atfacks that 
the Reformer made against the Jews. 

Lutherans and Jews .interpret the .Hebrew Bible differently. But we believe that a 
christological reading of the Scriptures does not lead to anti-Judaism, let alone , ,;~ · 

anti-Semitism. 

We hold that an honest, historical treatment of Luther's attacks on the Jews takes 
.. 

away. from modern ant i-Semites the assumption that they may legitimately call on 
the authority of Luther's name to bless their anti-Semitism~ We insist that Luther 

-·· & 
does nottrsupport racial anti-Semitism, natiornalistic anti-Semi.tism and political 
anti-Semitism. Even the deplorable religious anti-Semitism of the 16th century, 
to which Luther's attacks made important contribution, is a horrible anachronism 
when translated to the condi tions of the modern world~ We recognize with deep 
regret however, ~hat Luther has been used to justify such anti-Semitism in the 
period of national socialism·and that his writings lent themselves to such abuse. 
Although there remain conflicting assumptions, built into the beliefs of Judaism 
and Christianit1, they need not, and should not, lead to the animosity and the 
violence of Luther's treatment of the Jews. Martin Luther opened up our eyes to 
a deeper understanding of the Old. Testament and showed us the depth of our common 
inheritance and the roots of our faith~ 

Yet a frank examination also forces Lutherans and other Christians to confront . the 
anti~Jewish attitudes of their past and present. Many of the anti-Jewi-sh utterances 
of Luther have to be explained in the light of his polemic aga~nst what he regarded 
as misinterpretations of the Scriptures . He attacked these interpretations, since 
for him everything now depended on a right understanding of the Word of God. 

The sins ~f Luther's anti-Jewish remarks, the violence of his attacks on the Jews, 
must be acknowledged with deep distress . And2all occasions for similar sin in the · 
present or the future must be removed from our churches 
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Hostility toward the Jews began long before Luther and has been a continuing 
evil after him: The history of the centuries following the Reformation saw 
in Europe the gradual acceptance of religious pluralism. The church was not 
always the firs.t to accept this development; yet there have also been examples 
of leadership by the church in the movement to accept Jews as full fellow citizens 
and members of society. 

BegiFming .in .the last half of .the . 19th :century anti-Semitism increased in Central 
Europe and at the same time Jewish people were being integrated in society. This 
brought to the churches , particularly in Germany, an unwanted challenge. Paradoxi
cally the churches honored the people· Israei of ti12 Sible but rejected the descendents 

·· - · 
of those peopie, myths 1-1c're perpetuated about the Jews and deprecato1y references 

.. - . . . 
appeared in Lutheran liturgical a('ld ed1:Jcati6rlal rila.terial. l:.uti'rer's doctrine bf the : Two 

n •• o, 

Kingdoms was used to justify passivity in the face of _totalitarian claims. These 
and other less th~ological factors ~ontributed to. the failures which have been 
regretted and repeatedly confessed since 1945. 

To their credit it .is to be said that there were individuals and groups among 
Lutherans who in defiance ,of;totalitarian power defended their Jewish neighbors, 
both in .Germany and elsewhere. 

Lutherans of today refus~ to be bound by all of Luther's utterances on the Jews. 
We hope we have learned from the tragedies of the recent past. We are responsible 
for seeing .that we do not now ;nor in the future leave any doubt about our position 
on racial and religious prejudice and that we afford to an the human d'ignity .. 
freedom ~nd frjendship that are the right of all the Father's children. 
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Historian: Luther Consistent in His Anti-Jewish Views 
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HISlORIAN: Lll'mER CONSISTENT 
IN HIS AfITI-JEWISH VIEWS 

SZ-46 
ll/Z4/8Z 

Garri,on, N.Y. --(LC)-- Martin Luther's anti-Semitic or anti-Jewish 

writings in the early 1540s were consistent with the views he held throughout 

his life and were not "aberrations" or the "simple products of senilicy, 

depression or ill health," according to an historian from Purdue University, 

West Lafayette, Ind • 
... -----~-~-- ... -- ·-

. . 
'The harsh polemics of Luther, who died in 1546, "-were not a new 

element in his work or thought. His polemics were angry and abusive from the 

beginning," said Dr. Mark u. Edwards, who has a doctorate from Stanford 

University. 

''By his own admission, he was an angry man," Edwards told more than 

30 theologians, clergy and laypeople at the third Lutheran·Jewi.sh-Roman 

Catholic colloquium at Graymoor Ecumenical Institute here Nov. 17-18. 

Edwards said anger was Luther's "special sin" but also it was useful 

in Luther's writings, prayers and sermons. "Anger refreshes all CJY blood, 

(more) 

,,,. .-
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· sharpens my mind, and drives away temptations," Edwards quoted Luther in one 

of his writiJ!gs. 

The subject of Luther's anti-Jewish writings seems to be increasingly 

t.mder examination, especially with many international conferences and symposia 

planned next year to mark the SOOth anniversary of the reformer's birth in 

' 1483. 

for instance, a letter to the editor in the Nov. 19 New York Times 

took issue with the U.S. Postal Service's issuing of a commemorative stamp 

next year honoring Luther "for his views on the freedom of religion," among 

other things. 

William W. Brickman, a retired professor at the University of 

Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, wrote: "Luther's views on the freedom of 

reli2ion were ext>ressed in various writings. including 'Of the Jews and Their - . . 

Lies' (1943) in which his 'sincere advice' was 'to set fire to their 

synagogues or schools.'" 

Luther also wrote that the -'ews' synagogues and homes should be razed 

and their prayer books and Talmudic writings be taken from them. Those 

virulent passages were used by Nazi propagandists during ~ 1930s and World 

War II to justify the persecution of the Jews and the subsequent Holocaust in 

which an estimated 6 million Jews were killed. 

While not excusing Luther from being responsible for his writings, 

EdWards did put Luther's views in the conte~ of 16th-century politics and 

theological thought. 

''Luther indulged in even greater violence and abusiveness in 

attacking Catholics," said Edwards. Typical of these treatises was "Against 

the Papacy at Rome, Fot.mded by the Devil" (1545) in.which Luther frequently 

(more) 
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"bestialized" his opponents, "likening them to pigs or asses •••• They were all 

minions of the devil," said Edwards. 

"And in the woodcuts by Lucas Cranach, commissioned by Luther near 
. ' 

the end of his life, he had the papal churcll depicted as being from the anus 

of an enormous she-devil, had peasants shown defecating on the papal crown, 

and suggested once in a picture that the pope, cardinals and bishops should be 

lttmg from the gallows with their tongues nailed alongside," said Edwards. 

L1:1ther' s attac:.'lts on other Protestants and the Turks were slightly 

more restrained than his attacks against the Catholics, "but no less severe 

than hi.s attacks on the Jews," said Edwards. 

A major part of Luther's thinking was shaped by his "apocalyptic 

vision" of his contemporacy- world and, near his death, Luther firmly believed . .--_____ ....... __ .. _ ........... -- ~ ..... ..... . . .. ... .. .. - .. ·-

.\ his battle as between God and Satan, with the papacy firmly established as the 

anti·Christ. 

: 
. I 

And, in terms of his anti-Jewish writings, Luther's major target was 

/ the rabbinic understanding of Hebrew Scripture, whicll cll.allenged his 

interpretation that all promises by God referred to Christ and the Trinity. 

Both tuther's apocalyptic view of the world and his Christological 

interpretation of Hebrew Scripture generally have given way today to more 

tolerant views of theological opponents and to the use of historical criticism 

of biblical texts, said Edwards. 

But Edwards said the trroot cause'' of Luther's anti-Jewish views "lies 

in Christianity itself." Luther makes much of the distinction between law and 

gospel or between those who are "slaves to sin" and those who are "set free by 

grace." That distinction originally was not made by Luther, but rather by St. 

Paul, said Edwards. 
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The law-gospel distinction, throughout the history of Jewish

r.hristian relations, effectively consigns Judaism to the status of a "has 

been" from the Christian viewpoint, said Edwards. 

"Judaism is seen as a religion 0£ law that has now been superseded by 

a religion of grace revealed through Christ," said Edwards. 

And this issue is still the major problem in Jewish-Cllristian 

relations today, said Edwards. "We may overcome the prejudices and hatreds of 

the 16th century, but we still must resolve, or at least learn peacefully and 

tolerantly within this division," said Edwards. 

·other papers were presented by Dr. Joseph Leahy, Mercy College, Dobbs 

· Ferry, M. Y. , on the Spanish Inquisition of the late 15th century and by Rabbi 

Robert M. Seltzer of Hunter College in New York City on Jewish perspectives on 

t.uther and the Spanish Inquisition. 

. The colloquitDD was co-sponsored by tlle Lutheran Council in the USA' s 

Division of Theological Studies, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, 

and the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute (Atonement Friars). 

'''''''' 

CORRECTION: In the Nov. 17 news release on page S, line 8, the correct quote 
from the Rev. Dr. Carl H. Mau., general secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation, should read: "the territory of the so-called 'sec:ond world' "· 

CLARIFICATION: In the Nov. 12 news release in the story ''North Dakota Voters 
Keep Gambling Law' (page 10), the quotes attributed to Bishop Roy Gilbertson 
of the American Lutheran Churc:h' s Western District may not have made it clear 
that he was an early and strong opponent of the law that brought blackjack and 
lottecy-type gambling into the state. A referendum to overturn the gambling 
was defeated by ~orth Dakota voters in the Nov. 2 election. Gilbertson 
supported the referendum to limit legalized gambling. 

1/111#1111 

...-- · 
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A team of scient i sts f rom the Weizmann Institute of Science in Redovoth have been 
studying the scrolls for years and h.~ve recently developed conclusive ev~dence that the 
destruction was caused by water· vapor, which altered "the collagen in the s.crolls' 
fibers. The water vapor was almost certainly penetrating the scroll~ before they were 
packed away into sealed jars about 2,000 years ago . . Among the scrolls is the oldest 
known manuscript of the Book of Isaiah. Also important among these writings is the 
Manuai of Discipline which opened speculation among scholars concerned with possible 
relations be,t ·ween the Jewish sect of Essenes and early' Christians • 

.. * .,. 

EISTORIAN SAYS, LUTHER .WAS CONSISTENT IN HIS ANTI-JEWISH VIEWS 

GARR~SO!( 'New York, Dec. 9 (lc)--Martin Luther's anti-Semitic or anti-Jewish writings 
iri the early 1540s were consi~tent with the views he held thro~ghout his life and were 
not "aberrations" or the "simple products of senility, depression or ill health," . said 
an historian from Purdue University, West Lafaye.tte, Indiana. The harsh polemics of 
Luther, who died in 1546, "were not a new element in his work or thought • . His polemics 
were angry and ·abusive from the beginning," said Dr. Mark u. Edwards, who has a 
doctorate from Stanford Unive~sity. 

"By his own admission , he was en angry man," Edwards told mor e than 30 theologians , 
clergy and laity at the third Lut°he.ran- Jewish- Roman Cathoi i c colloquium at Graymoor 
Ecumenical Institute here recently. Edwards said anger was Luther's "special sin" but 
also it was useful in Luther's writings, prayers and sermons. "Anger refreshes all my 
blood, sharpens my mind, and drives away temptations," Edwards quoted Luther in one of 
his writings. The subject of tuther's anti- Jewish writings seems to be increasingly un
der examination, especially with many international conferences and symposia planned 
next year to mark the 500th anniversary of the reformer's birth in 1483 . 

Wil·liam W. Brickman, a retired professor at the University of Pennsylvania in 
Philadelphia, wrote : "Luther!.s views on the freedom of religion were expressed i .n var
io~~ w.r,itings, .includ~ng . '_0.f . . ~,h~ ~Jews .. a~d,Jh,ei~· ·r,fes' (.1543) in vhich his ·'sincere,: .· . 
ad vice •· was 'to set fire to their synagogues or schools.'" Luther also wrote "tha"t "the 
Jews.' : SY.nagqgues and homes should be razed and their prayer books and Talmudic ~i:itings 
be taken from them . Those virulent passages were ·used by Nazi propagandists during the 
1930s and World War II to justify the persecution of the Jews and the subsequent 
Holocaust in which an estimated 6 million Jews were killed. 

While not excusing Luther from being responsible for his writ.ings, Edwards did put 
Luther ' s views in the context of 16th- century politics and .theological. though"t. "Luther 
indulged fo even greater violence and abusiveness in attacking Catholics," said · 
Edwards. Ty:pical of "these treatises was "Against the papacy at Rome, founded by the · · 
Devi_l" ( 1 545) i n which Luther frequently "best ialized" hie opponents, "likening them to 
pigs or asses ••• They were all minions of the devil," said Edwards. "And in the 
woodcuts by Lucas C_ranach, commissioned by Luther near the end of his lif~, he had the 
papal church depicted as being from the anus of an enormous she- devil, had peasants 
shown defeca.ting on the ·papal cr·owJ'.l, and suggested once in a picture that the pope, 
cardinals and bishops sh·ould be hung from the gallows with their tongues nailed 
alongside," said Edwards. Luther's attacks on other -Pr,otestants and the Turks were 
slightly more restrained than his attacks against the Catholics, "but no less severe 

\ than his attacks on the Jews," said Edwards. · · · 
I 

A major part of Luther's thinking was .shaped by his "apocalyptic vision" o·f his 
contemporary world and, near his death, Luther firmly believed he was l iving on "the eve 
of the Last Judgment, said Edwards. Luther viewed his battle as between God and Satan, 
with the papacy ·firmly established as the anti-Christ.· And, in terms of hie 
anti-Jewish writings, Lµther's major target was the rabbinic understanding of Hebrew 
Scripture, which challenged his interpretation that all promises by God referred to 
Christ and the Trinity. Both Luther's apocalyptic view of the world and his 
Christological in"terpretation of Hebrew Scripture generally have given way today to 
more tolerant views of theol ogical opponents and to .the use of historical critic ism of 
biblical texts, said Edwards. But Edwards said "the " root cause" of Luther's anti- Jewish 
views "lies in Christianity itself.~ · 

Luther makes much of the distinction between law and gospel or. between those who are 
"slaves to sin" and those who are "set fre_e by grace." That_ disti_nction o,riginally was. 
not made by Luther, but rather by S"t. Paul, said Edwards. The law-gospel distinction, 
throughout the history of Jewish- Christian relations, effectively consigns Judaism to 
the status of ·a "has been." from the Christian viewpoint, said Edwards. "Judaism is 
seen as a religion of law that has now been superseded by a religion of grace revealed 
through Christ," said Edwards. And this issue is still the major problem in Jewish
Christian relations today, said Edwards. .. .. 
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BRAZILIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IS ESTABLISHED 
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzZzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, Dec. 9 (lwi)--For the first time in Brazil a new ecumenical body 
called the National Council of Christian Churches in Brazil (CONIC) has been founded 
that includes both Protestant and Roman Catholic churches. CONIC's member churches in
clude the Roman Catho.lic Church, the Christian Reformed Church of Brazil, the Episcopal 
Church of Brazil, the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confess ion in Brazil and the · 
Methodist Church. 

Roman Catholic Bishop Ivo Lorsheider, head of the :Orazilian Bishops' Conference, w·as 
elected as chairman of CONIC for a four-year term during its first constituted assembly 
held Nov .. 17-18. Vice chairman is Augusto Kunert, president of the Evangelical Church 
of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil. The delegates issued a st·atement in which they 
emphasized Christian community through common testimony of the gospel and serv"ice to· 
mankind. 

The top priority of the newly formed ecumenical body is to strengthen the relations 
with the churches that do not belong to CONIC. The body is also concerned with 
pastoral care activities in areas of common interest--country and family politics--in 
which the church is already cooperating with each other, exchanging information and 
questions and reflecting over the current situation in Brazil to bring about a deepened 
cooperation. The founding of CONIC coincided with Brazil's general elections--the 
first time in 20 years that the Brazilian people were able to elect their own 
representatives. CONIC said in a statement, "As Christians, we have been called to 
help the people to organize themselves more strongly." CONIC's centr~l office will be 
located in the capital city Brasilia. 

* . * * 

FINNISH CLERGY ARE FRUSTRATED AT BEING 'MASTERS OF CEREMONIES' 

by Jaakko Jaatinen· ·. ~ .. ~ ... ""'. ,,:: .. . 
~ •. 

(The following is an adaptation of Jaatinen's report to the Research Institute of the 
Lutheran Church in Finland as printed in the World Council of Churches' monthly "One 
World," no. 81 November issue.) 

. . 
The figures don't look too bad: some 90 percent of Finland's population of 4 .7 million 
belong to the Lutheran church and, according to the surveys, about half of them believe 
in the Christian· God. The secular trend is more obvious in the pews of the parish 
churches on Sundays. Only three percent of the total membership bothers to attend 
worship. Two-thirds of the members aren't likely to be seen at church functions more 
than once a year. 

But Lutheranism in Finland is a folk (state) religion, so the ministers come into con
tact with just about all the church's members at some stage during their lives, through 
"the performance of .the Christian rituals adopted by socie"t.y. Baptism, marriage and 
burial are rites that not even the most secularized have repudiated. On the other 
hand, taking part ih the~ is largely a response to social pressure, and these rites of 
transition give most people little spiritual perception of life. 

They also tend to make the clergy into masters of ceremonies, which produces a certain 
frustration. This has led to an identity quest which, for better or worse, has not 
been much of a problem for Finnish clergy before now. Clerical roles have changed in 
the past, of course--from the medieval inheritance of something close to the witch's 
task of performing magic rituals, through the Reformation insistence on the ministry of 
word and sacrament, to the social status gained by clergy when they had secular power 
to enforce church discipline . 

In this century, a major factor in shiping the role of ~he clergy was the profouhd 
schism and spiritu~l trauma born of the civil · war that followed ?inland's independence 
in 1917-18. l't fell to the clergy to try and alleviate this trauma. Adopting the i:lea 
of the folk church, they sought to mi~ister to all, regardless of religious or politi
cal convictions. This understanding was reinforced during World War II, when clergy 
were again in direct contact with the whole range of society i 1·, special need. 
Ever since the Middle Ages, the -core of the ministry has been the performance of divine 
service and the sacraments, with additional roles as witch doctor, orthorlox instructor, 
gentleman and official. '!'he profession has had a clee.:- profile. '.roday that .r::-le may be 
seen to ·be d·isintegrating. In order to keep pace with t !'lose a:-oun:: ti.,e~ • .:he clergy 
have been obliged to acquire many skills ane perfor~ mar:y t as}:s s o c.:.:.'.ferer.-c:F..ted and 

.spe9ific that their identity is in danger . 

( 1-'. 0 R • \ . 
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. THE HOLOCAUST AND THE CORRUPT;lON OF SCIENCE* 

Almost immediately after the collapse of .the Third Reich, educational lea-

ders in Germany and several countries that had been incorp9rated into Hitler' s 

European ~pire p~gan to hoid conferen·ces of members of demoralized vocations 

and professions. Today there are over sixty adult 'edu<;:ation centers in ·seventeen 

countries where regular programs in vocational and professional ethics are 

carried on. Since the chu~ches in Germany emerged with the best supply of sur-

viving re~isters and relatively .unshattered structures of any social institu-

tions, and with ex~eilent international relations which were immediately resumed , 

these adult educa~ion. c~nters were closely connected with the churches and in 

some cases led by survivors of the Christian resistance • . They were able to 

mo've -into the field· as·. rapidly as . they did not only -l>ecause of a general dearth 

of trained personnel .with a relatively intact economic base but also because of .... .;:;.•1~ • • 
~ ~ ... 

the general public · respect enj~yed by the churchmen after .. ;.~.e collapse of the 

Nazi empire. 

There was another general factor operating in their favor: the German 

universities have never, even during . the short-lived reform mentality after 

World War II, accepted .a responsibility for11adult education." 

*An address by Prof. Franklin H. Littell of Temple uu.i.v.!rsity, on 18 November 1977 
at the Third Philadelphia Conference on. Teaching the Holoc~ust. 
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If anything the "higher learning" has retreated fair-ly rapidly into restoration-

· only 
oriented attitudes .and programs, yielding/under duress in recent years to the 

mechanfst·ically-minded politicizing of some of the universities. · But SPD 

Proporz and related ventures have been a poor alternative to a genuinely crea-

tive and imaginative re-ordering of university priorities in study and conunon 

purpose. The latter initiatives have seldom developed. only those who can 

accept . the paper money .-of political homilectics for real hullion can be satis-

fied with the ."reform" in the post-war German universities. 

The most important and positive educational initiatives occurred elsewhere~ 

especially in the adult education centers sponsored by the churches. The first 

of the Evangelische Akademien was ·founded at Bad Boll, east · of Stuttgart, in 

October of i945. Very eariy the institute developed a line of approach to re-

habilitating and reorganizing .social structures which has been widely followed 

in centers around the world. The style of the meetings wa-s di~logical, to 

break old habits of. uncritical obedience. For two crucial decades, the context 

of many conferences--finally numbering in the hundredl?--was vocational/pro-

fessional and ethical. So far, although the style of work has been adopted in 

A$ia and Africa in several dozen adult education centers founded since the war, 
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·.:. 

in America there has been little echo. Under the · ~ponsorship. of the Lutheran· 

Church in America, Dr. Harold c. Letts for several years held seminars of 

doctors, lawyers, b.usiness leaders," etc. in religion and professional values. 

Rev. Hendrik Koning has develop.ed a similar program among engineers. But by and 

large the approach whkh has meant so nruch "in social t "econstruction in postwar 

' ' 

Eu~ope has had few echoes in America. Perhaps, with the self-examination which 

is b~ginning in the post-Vietnam and post-Watergate era in America, the time is 

now ri_ght for us to move forward in a rediscovery and · restatement of professional 

and vocational standards. ·Laity unformed ~bad. 

The great advantage which ·persons of sensitive conscience enjoyed in post-

war Germany was that eve;yone, regardless of his previous history, knew that 

something basic had go~e wrong~ · The readiness for self-examination and · self~ 

criticism was well nigh ~niversal. Building on this psychological mood.and 

with t}1e re-integration of professional ·and vocational communities a pr:actical 

imperative if a modern, industrialized, specialize~ society were to be rebuilt, 

, . 

the Evangeiical Acad~es began their great work. Pa£allel· to ·the fundamental 

reexamination pressed by theologia_ns as a result of the Holocaust and the 

Church Struggle, the ablest educators · str\iggled wi~h the acute credibility crisis 



, · 

. . .. , ·. 
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.. 
in higher education. After ~_11, the Third Reich was a vicious engine of con-

trol and ~estruc~ion built by men. who had been trained in ~hat had been for a 

century the b~st university systeni' in the world. Item: Himmler was proud of 

thP. fact that so many _of the higher 9fficers in his Death's Head troops were 

Ph.D.s. How could it happen .that the t'ypical product of that great university 

system should be not a man of 'wisdom and religious commitment but a technically 

competent barbarian? 

the 
In East Germany, under coii:anunist control,/ response to that question has 

been the establishment and enforcemerit. of a new ' "state ' church." The men and 

women of commitment are to be Marxist~, and all of the repressive measures of 

an earlier Christendom at its m6st monolithic and coercive nadir ·have been re-

juvenated to construct . t .he establ.ishment of an Ersatzreligion. In West Ger-

many, where the Bundesrepublik has sought to preserve the conditions for a free 

competition of ideas and movements, the universities have split wide open. 

Some have attempted ·to ·restore the grandeur of the· 19th century university, 

with its intensive specializations and structured class patterns. Many so-

called "progressive" forces, chief~y Marxist, have attempted to solve the crisis 

by mechanical innovations to provide .co-determination for students and TAs with 
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the professors. Since Germany was cut off froin the international intellectual 

currents during the .. p~riod 1936-45, when most of the free world fought through 

the challenges of Marxist dialectics, "united front" politics and the sectarian 

fratricide of Stal.inii?ts, Trotskyites, Lovestoni~es, etc., . the "progressive" 

innovations in some German l1Iliversities remind one of nothing so much as the 

replay of a forty year old black and white movie--not very good then, and today 

a tragedy. 

The educational .initiative came, to repeat, in adult education centers 

separate from the universities. They fiourished in part because .the German 

universities, in contrast to the American, have never developed extension and 

adult education programs. They also flourished because their ~ounde~s and 

leaders drew .upon 'the resources of das andere Deutschland, the civilized and 

cultured Germany the. Nazis ~d tried to bury permanently, to develop a new articu-

lation of Beruf (calling) and Amt (office duty) in rel?toring and re .. inte-

grating the professions and vpcations essential to the highly sophisticated 

specializations of a modern industrialized society. 

The problems confronting them were enormous. Max Weinrich, who reviewed 

the contributions of debased professi~ns to the Nazi machi~e--doctors, lawyers, 

. ~ ... : 
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school teachers, · engineer~.' _.chemi~ts, . theol~gians and clergymen, policemen, 

civil seryants, soldiers and military officers, . industrialists~ . bankers, book 

publishers, radio . announcers, adver·tising, farmers' ]oun¥tlists (all were com-

plicitD --concluded that "two groups deserve the place of honor among those who 

made their scholarship subservient to Nazi ends: the physical anthropologists 

1 
and biologists, and the jurists." Werner Richter, a great educator who returned 

1 
Weinrich, Max, Hitler's Professors (NewYork: YIVO, 1946), p. 17. 

to help rebuild a democratic West Germany after· the war, wrote of the ·predica-

ment of the elementary .school teachers before and during the lbird Reich. 

' . . . 0 . 

;'Their training was r~la~ed by the authorities on- the assumption 

that a too well-edu~ted elementary school teacher would no longer 

be willing to carry out his unostentatious duty in remote villages • 

•••• consequently, the ~lementary-school teacher was to be dis-

couraged from seeki,ng a really fruitful academic prepa~ation; hence 

his training had to be different from the rest of the teaching pro-· 

fession •• ~. lbe. misfor'tune of German offiCialdom has alway~ been 

the influence of the noncoinmissioned officer--the man .who stood just 

high enough to exercise a limited command but was· in turn dependent 

upon a host of high-ups whose rank he could never hope to achieve. 

He was foreordained to remain subservient, yet with something of a 
.. 

task of the sweetness of ruling_ and commanding. He knew too much 



simply to vegetate, and not enough to come to terms with his lot •••• 

Little wonder that the elementary-school teachers aspired to politi-

cal power. If the ministers of education had formerly belonged to 

the ruling classes and had been trained in administration and law, 

the cry now went up for the specialist who was also a politician •••• 

Large sections of the population preferred the elementary-school 

teacher as the administrator of culture. In many German states 

these teachers now became ministers of instruction, and it is highly 

significant that they took an active part in the revolution of 
2 

1933." 

6 

2 
Richter, Werner, Re-Educating Germany (Chicago: U. of Chicago Press, 1945) 

pp. 23-24. 

Raul Hilberg's classic, the first massive study in English of The Destruction 

of the European Jews (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1961), is at one level simply 

the record of how lawyers and jurists--although temporarily impeded from time 

to time by traditional values and precedents--always managed as technical ex-

perts to find the necessary way to commit enonnous crimes "legally." 

To the extent that the Nazi totalitarian ideology and system were success-

ful, every association or grouping between the individual and the state was 

either merged or blended (gleichgeschaltet) into the governmental ma.chine. 
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Most of them surrendered their liberty and integrity with enthusiasm. The work 

of the Evangelical Academies was to pull together the fragments of shattered 

and demoralized professions and vocations, teach the importance of dialogue and 

pluralism in independent centers of initiative, restore morals and give new 

directions of stewardship and service. To do this they had to deal realisti-

cally with a complex network of conmrunities which provide the fabric of modern 

society. 

In primitive society, community was consanguineous. Regardless of geography, 

or even separation into distant encampments, persons related on the basis of 

blood connection. With the emergence of settled villages and an agricultural 

economy, community emerged as a geographic reality. Since through centuries 

such villages and finally cities were usually garrisoned fortresses as well, 

interdependence and familiarity with one1 s neighbors became essential. The 

idea of "neighborhood11 emerged. With the rise of modern industrialized society 

and the nation-state, a new kind of connnunity emerged: a community based upon 

social function and .role. The rise of the multinationals, paralleled by the 

international connections of mathematicians and bankers and theologians and 

oil-drillers, simply documents the fact that social and economic roles now create 
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networks of c~uniti"es--agglomerates with special vernaculars and sometimes 

uniforms, economic and social identities, the enhancement of .group-feeling 

(Wirgefu_ehl) -- which have now exploded beyond the former controls of nation-

states. In the United Nations. we s·ee how important :ideological/religious blocs 

have become, and how little old~fashioned national patriotism on the one hand--

or concern for the ordinary human person on the other--now mean. 

Bluntly put, a doctor in Los Angeles has more in common with a surgeon in 

Syracuse. than he has .with the history teacher who lives next door--and he knows 

it. Moreover, if you are familiar at all with the public and political activi-

ties of the American Medical Association, you know· that he acts it out. The 

bankers know the bankers, tl)e wheat ~armers know the wheat farmers, even the 

spies know the spies--and the public at large, in a sophisticated, specialized 

society can only hope and pray that the water quality testers and enforcers, 

let alone those stewards of public order, the police, exercise their role with 

integrity. If they degenerate to mere predatory, self-seeking groups, ·with no 

conmitment except to technical competence and group interest, the common weal 

will ·suffer and eventually collapse. 

This is in fact what happened in the Third Reich. The NSDAP adventure·. 

·:. 
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not just govermnent by criminals:· it was enabled and carried out by professional 

and vocational groups that had betrayed their callings and debased their stew-

ardships of responsibility and power. The adult education centers in post-

war Germany, especially the Evangelische Akademien, . set out to restore the 

morale and integrity of now demoralized ·as well as debased · c~'nit-ies. Brought 

together in conferences and cont:inuing re-·estabiished ·professional and vo·catiQnal 

associat_ions, they asked t;hemsel ves two fundamental -questions: 

.· 1. Where did we go wrong? 

2. What is qur present responsibility to help make a restored liberty and 

self-ge>vernment work? 

Consider the self-questioning .which· inexorably followed. The school teachers, 

stewards of the transmis~i~n of culture to the next generation, had instead 

turned .out class after cl~~s ?f young janizeries--Hitlerjugend, Bund deutscher 

Mlidel zealots. The clergy~ proclaimers of the coming kingdom of justice and 

mercy and peace, had blessed the F{lhrer and Nazi revol~tion and adjusted their 

messages to serve· an atavistic pan-Aryan Volksgemeinschaft. Businessmen and 

industrialists had used raw materials and other supplies pillaged from occupied 

countries all over Hitler's European empire, and many of the latter had used 

thousa~ds of slave-laborers~ The lawyers, whether aL~v~~eys or government · 

officers or jurists, had to face . the truth that many of us remember uttered in 
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"Judgment at Nurnberg~1 : Where did the jurist go wrong? He went wrong the first 

time he condemned a man he k.Iiew to be iMocent. 

Much has been· made of "the Gentian miracle," the economic recovery accom-

plished by Ludwig Erhar.d (and 14-\ million refugees from the eastern territories). 

At least equally impressive has been the regeneration of the professions and the 

vocational associations. Although superlatives should certainly be avoided, 

and we must always be aware of the still painful problem of youth alienation 

which has turned some of the postwar generation to terro'rism, we are safe in 

saying that the police of Stuttgart are as dependable' stewards as the police 

of Philadelphia, that the businessmen of Di.isseldorf are as ethical as those of 

our city, and that -.t~e clergy are making at least ·as worthy an effort as ours to 

emp~sl.ze the Christian commibnent to ultimates-- distinct from transitory tri-

bal or national interests. 

The study of the Holocaust is in one sense a pathOlogical undertaking. 

Just as medical schools have divisions of Pathology, better to understand 

health. by studying ·diseased or_ deftinct bodies, so we have urged the study of 

the Holocaust and rela~ed traumas and aberrations. The better we understand 

societies in which thi~gs so bad, the· better we shaii be able to get at 

.. 



11 

working .definitions of "health." If we study how professions .and vocational 

g'roups become corrupted and· debased, inevitably an exercise which seems morbid, 

we may rejoice whe~ 'the ideas grow legs ~nd begin to walk us along the path of 

redemption. 

Although our workshops should not detour from their useful agenda, we should 

not forget that back of our practical concerns tower two of the greatest credi-

bility questions of recent centuries: 

1. the cre~ibility question mark over Christendom; . 

2. the credibility question mark o~er t~e modern university. 

William Irwin Thompson, who left university teaching in 1973 to found the 

Lindisfarne Association, has . argued that· nwe .~st go back t.o a Taoist: model of 

the role of wi,sdom, not expertise, in culture," and that ''we should trust no 

3 
policy decisiori.s • whi~h emanate from persons who do not. yet have this habit." 

3 · 
Thompson, William irwin, "Not~~ . on an Emerging Planet," ch. 17 in Katz, 

Michael/Marsh, William P ./Thompson, Gail Gordon, eds., Earth.' s Answer (New 

York: Lindisfarne Bks/Harper & Row, 1977), p. 151. 

This may be one way ·of put~ing it, but I cannot but wonder what the scholars and 

theologians, and oth~r scientists and technician.s~ have d9ne to Judaism and 

Christianity that a thi~ker in· the West must· turn to Taoism to learn that truth. 

This comment is not entered in hos~ility to ';('ao.ism, nor in hostility to the 

Amish Mennonites--who have preserved the same truth in their own way, but in 

sorrow thata society supposedly impregnated by Biblical p~rspectives should 

have mir.rored our religious heritage in such broken and distorted fashion as to 
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render it incredible. 

It is the present .incredibility of Christendom and its basic structures--

the law, higher education (including both seminary and university), the corpora-

tion, the common sc.hool, government, health care--that are spotlighted by the 

Holocaust. The facts ~ompel us to admit, unless we si~ence our consciences, 

that the murder of six million Jews in the heart· of Christendom calls into 

question the ·very symbols· which Western civilization has held most dear. I 

' believe that the experiences of the victims, and also of the survivors, may be 

bracketed out of this ·immediate set of reflections. But today, as the numbness 

passes and we spectators have to deal with the firs·t nauseating waves of ~ain-

ful self-examination·, we perceive that ·the Holocaust questions our highest 

. . 
achievements--our best and brightest idols, and that using Hitler and his little 

gang of reprobates as scapegoats will not wash. 

It · is we, in sum, who are put ~o · the question. And we draw on the re-

sources of high religion and the tradition. of the great university not only to 

work through ~gain the fundamental qµestions of values and. integrity and morale 

in our professions and vocations, but aware that at the same time we are assay-

ing what we have learn~d in religion and in the univers~ty. 
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TI\e key question. is whether we have motivation,moral earnestness. Have 

we, in post-Vietnam and post-Watergate America, the psychic and spiritual 

energy to get at what has happened to our journalism, teaching, engineering, 

preaching, advertising, seiling, trading, lawing and adjudicating? 

·. 
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Fletcher, c. Scott, ed., Education: The. Chailenge Ahead .(New York: American 
- . 

Foundation for Continuing Education, 1962), pp. 122-34. 

"Reflections on the Project and its Product," in.Hall, Cameron P., ed., 

On-the-Job Ethics (New York: Seabury Press, 1964), pp. 134-47. 

"A New Pattern o~ Community," in Robertson, D. B., ed., Voluntary Asso-

ciations )Richmond: John Knox Press, 1966), pp. 261-74. 

"Sectarian Protestantism and the Pursuit of Wisdom: Milst Technological 
. . 

Objectives Prevail?" ch. 3 in Erickson, Donald, ed., Public Controls for Non-

public Schools (Chicago: u. of Chicago Press, 1969), pp. 61-82. 

"Ethics After Auschwitz~ 11 XVIII Worldview (1975) 9 :22-26. 
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CONSULTATION URGES CHRISTIANS TO PURGE HATRED OF JEWS 
===================================================== 

by Roger Kahle 

GENEVA, .Sept. 8 (lwi)--"We Christians. today must purge oyrselve$ of any 
hatred of the Jews and any sort of teaching of ,oryte~pt for Judaism." This 
was one of a number of recommendations and convnents coming out of the.fourth 
Lut heran World Federation (LWF) consultation on t~e church and the Jewish 
people. "In seeking to chieve these goals we need t 
an · ism di not 

in the est than elsewhere," the statement continued. 

The consultation (Aug. 22-28) said, "Lutherans have a special problem: 
Next year we will celebrate Martin luther•s SOOth birthday. In his later years 
he made certain vitriolic statements about the Jews that Lutheran churches today 
universally reject. We regret the way in which what Luther wrote has been used 
to further anti-semitism. This matter will be the subject of considerable 
attention during the coming year." 

There were 42 participants in the consu·ltation. entitled "The sigrl'ificance 
of Judaism for the life and mission of the chun.:h." Included in the metting 
at. the,Jcunienical Insti tute of Bossey near here w~n? p~rsons from 17 countries. 
with fjl:Jf Jewish consultants Jnd a consultant from the Vatican Secretariat for 
Chri st ian Unity. Previous Lutheran consultations prepared by the LWF" depart
ment of studies in the series were held in Ot~nmark (1964). Federal Republic of 
GennJny (1973) and Norway (1975). Dr. Arne S~vik, who heads the federation's 
r nurc h and the Jewish people desk, prepared the consultation. 

f 
The consultat ion c0ncluded, "Only with the eradication of the teac hing of 

contempt and hatred fr:om our faith ca~ we.hop~ to_bcar witness to the good news 
cf God's love." And it noted that fa1th 1s v1tallzed "as we redi5cover how 
Jewish the Bible is .and how Jesus and his dis~iplcs were Jews." 

A~ong themes suggested for such discussions in the future are: ~ 
Chr istian un~erstanding of the validit of the nd the im lications 
of sue undcrstandin for t h olo of the question of mission/ 
dialogue; e orah and its rel Testament; what Chri·sttan 
a~s can · o to et er he meaning o t e 

for the first time the consultation included a significant number of 
;.articipants from Africa and Asia. It noted that though anti-semitism has not 
~layed as big a role in Africa and Asia as in the West, Christians there still. 
"need t o warn their fellow citizens and church members against the use of 
religious and political _ ideologies to justify hatred or acts of o~pression and 
persecution toward any religion or people today." And the consultation said 
that getting back to .Christianity's Jewish roots can be helpful to non-Western 
churches as "the star·ting point of the process of contextualization." 

The consultation urged LWf ~~mber churches "to make a fair and correct 
pr·e;;~ntation of Judaism in all the1r teaching and preaching." It said. "The 
Old Testament is indispensdble for a full understanding of the significance 
of :he person and ministry of Jesus and for explicating the life of the com
munity of faith . " 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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HERBERT H. LEHMAN COLLEGE 

OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

BEDFORD PARK BOULEVARD WEST 

BRONX , NEW YORK 10468 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

Ruth Zerner 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

18 May 1983 
(21 2 ) 96()-8289 

Here is. th·e. essay I mentioned to you tonight, along with some 
New York Rainbow group fliers of the last year. Larry Frizzell of 
Seton Hall University (now on leave in Jerusalem) is the Catholic 
"founding gather, 11 

Thanks for your powerfui presentation on "Luther and the J.ews 111 

tonight. Your comment midway in the paper - - that Luther's "torrential 
outpouring of hatred" seems to be "~orse than that of any predecesso;r::-" 
and one that "no one has matched to this day" -- stunned me into , . ., 
rethinking Luther's pivotal position in the history of Christ~an 
anti-Judaism.. Obviously the overwhelming power of his language was 
his strength as well as his tragic weakness. 

A Lutheran all of my life, I have always sensed that the Biblic~l · 
emphasis in my upbringing (in .the oldest Lutheran Church in America ·~ · 

· St.Matthew in upper Manhatt~n) made the personalities and tales of 
the Hebrew scriptures "my history,'' and brought me closer to my Jewish 
neighbors, In fact, there .are many "Judaizing motifs" (as , you put it) 
in my own New York-Lutheran past. For me Jewish-Cristian= .. relations 
have not been "a mystery to adore'~, ·~'as Gritsch put it, My Jewish 
friends are just that -- friends, not ·my6teries. Their lives and · 
f.:ai th have influenced me, as I have undoubtedly also touched them. 

You may be interested to know that on APril 10, 1983 (Yorn Ha 
Shoah Day) my Lehman colleague and friend, Li?ia Bitton-J.ackson (Ausch
witz. survivor and author of Elli: Com.in~ of Age in the Holocaust)spoke 
to the members of my Lutheran congregation at the end of a serVTce 
in whichw~specially remembered the Holocaust. She commented on her 
concentration camp experiences and the meaning of her orthodox Jewish 
faith during the Holocaust; she was 13 years old when she was deported 
to Auschwitz. It was an unforgettable event ,at the oldest Lutheran 
congregation in America. 

· All good wishes for your very important ministry. 

Cordial ly, . 

tfZufl___ 
Ruth Zerner 

P.S. In a commentary on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's fictional writings in 
prison, I developed a concept of "unconscious Judaism" (on p. 155 
of Fiction from Prison by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Fortress, 1981), 
It's my idea (not Bonhoeffer's), but !~evolved it from his phrase 
"unconscious Christianity." I'm expa¥ng the idea in my book on 
Bonhoeffer. I think there aere definitely "judaiz.ing" features 
in his thought and in the f amily life in the Bonhoeffer home. I'm 
trying to finish the book during the comi~g year. *\./ill let you 
know when it's out, 
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STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE • 15 EAST 84TH STREET • NEW YORI<, N. Y. 10028 • (212) 8·79-4500 

February 1, 19S2 
'~ 

Dear Friend: 

You are cordially invited to. attend the founding meeting of the New York 
Rainbow Group which will take place on: 

Sund March l 2 at the 
American Jewish Co~ess 
15 East 84th Streetbetwee~ :fifth & Madison 
New York, N.Y. 10028 . l_.Avenues) 
at 4:oo P.M. · 

A paper on 11The Law-Observant Mission to Gentiles Pursued by Jewish Christians 
in the First ·Century" will be given by Prof. J. Iouis Martyn, Edward Robinson · 
Professor of Biblical Theology at Union Theological Seminary, Mew York, N.Y. · 
and author of History and Theology in the Fourth Gospel (Harper and Row, 1968) 
and The Gos el of John in Christian Histo Ess s for Inte reters (Paulist . 
Pre·ss, 1979. The paper and discussion will end at :oo P.M. and will be 
followed by a sandwich supper. 

The Jerusalem Rainbow Group has been a significant forum for Jewish
Christian scholarly exchange for some years. A number of us in the New York area 
have long felt the need for a Ifew York counterpart of the Jerusalem Rainbow Group. 
We envisage a group whose fOCU$ will be scholarly, while maintaining an interest 
in current .developments in J'ewish-Christian re,la.tions. The American Jewish 
Congress has agreed to support this project and it is for this reason that we are 
now able to proceed. 

We envisage two meetings per semester. Our second meeting of the Spring . 1982 
semester ~ill ~e· place on: 

l Sunday, May 16, 1982 at 4:oo P.M. 

Please reserve this date. 

Please return the enclosed post-card to indicate your response. 

Sincere)¥, 

~u14~ I . ,...,., . , . 
J...AA,.,·~- •-L r-.,-v-... 2 ed. 

{.) .:,.J 
· La·wrence Frizzell . Mic.bael Wyschogrod 

Department of Phill:lsophy 
Baruch College, CUNY 

Departnient of Judaeo-Christian Studies 
Seton H.a11 University 

Enc. 

Run_~~ 
Ruth ze',Jner LJ;; 

Department of History 
~hman College, CUNY . 
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American Jewish Congress 
15 East 84th Street 

(between Fifth & Madison Avenue~ 
New York, N.Y. 10028 

4:00 P.M. ' I 
I 

The RhinelaQd Synod· Statement on 
Jewish-Christia:h Relations: 

Background and Controversy. 

Professors Ruth Zerner and 
Michael Wyschogrod 

~ 
j 

I 
I 

I 

In 1980, the Synod of the Rhineiand Church 
in Germany adopted a statement on Jewish
Christ'ian r elations which some have 
described as the m::>st adv~nced to date. 
It· generated considerable discussion, 
including a critical statement adopted by 
the Theological Faculty at Bonn. The · 
speakers will discuss the history of the 
Rhineland statement and the issues in the 
controversy. '· . 

. .. : . . <·· . :·. 

'fl' 



Q cge THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St. .• New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 
Tl1e American Jewish Committee. rounded In 1906, Is the pioneer human-relations 
agency In the ·united States. It protects the clvll and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause or improved human relations for all people. 

MORTqN YARMON, Director ol Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, July 17 ••• In a b~oadcast prepared for radio station WINS from Stockholm, 
•I 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum , national interreligious affairs director of the American 

Jewish Committee, hailed the Lutheran World Federation ' s declaration repudi ating 

"the sins of Luther's anti-Jewish remarks •• • and his violent verbal attacks against 

the Jews" as "one of the most significa.nt achievements of the year-long observance 

of Martin Luther's 500th birthday." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum also commended t he world Lutheran leaders for their "pledge 

that Lutheran writings will never again serve in their churches as a source for 

the teaching of hatred for Judaism and the denigrati~n of the Jewish people." 

The historic declarations were adopted during t he just-concluded international 

conference held in Stockholm on "Martin Luther, the Jews, and anti-Semitism." 

The three- day meeting, co-sponsored by the Lutheran World Federationaid the Inter-

national Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultat ions (IJCIC), was the 

first international meeting of Lutherans and Jews held during Luther's anniversar y 

year . 

Rabbi Tanenbaum , who represented AJC at the conference, reported in the 

WINS broadcast that the joint communique issued in Stockholm by the Lutheran 

and Jewish spokesmen "also declared the far-reaching agreement that ' we affirm the 

integrity and dignity of our two faith communities and repudiate any organized 

proselytizing of each other . ' " 

The Stockholm statement, continued Rabbi Tanenbaum, acknowledged "with 

de~p regret that Luther had been used t o justify anti-Semitism and the Nazi 

period" and that"his writings lent themselves to such abuse." The joint 

-mare-

Howard ·I. Friedman, President Theodore Ellenolf. Chairman. Bozrd or Gomncrs; Alfred H. Moses, Chairman. Na1ional Exec;rive Council; Roben S. Jacobs. Chairman. Board or Truslecs. , 

Oon•ld Feldstein. Eucullve Vice President 

Washington Office. 2027 Mamchusem Ave. N.W. Washington'. D.C. 20036 • Europe hq 4 Rue de I• Bienlaisance, 75008 Paris. France • Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St.. Jerus2lem 95149. Ism\ • 

Soulh Am1rica hq (temporary cllice) 165 E. 56 St.. New Yo1k N.Y. l0022 • Mexico-Central America hq.: Av. Ejercito Nacronal 533. Mexico S. D F. 
:s.Af'll1 
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communique also stated, said Rabbi Tanenbaum, that "we are mindful of the 

compassionate response of Scandinavian Christ-ians to the plight of Jewish 

victims of Nazi persecution."-

The Lutheran and Jewish leaders, conclu_ded Rabbi Tanenbaum, "quite rightly 

characterized their meeting of minds as 'a new chapter in the relationship between 

Jews and Lutherans, which should find practical expression in .teaching, 

preaching, and worship as well as in joint activities for social justice, human 

rights and the cause of peace. ' " 

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Coufuuttee is this country's pioneer 

human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious 

rights of Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all 

people everywhere . 
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