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Geneva, August 6, 198k

To: Al]l members of IJCIC
From: Gerhart M. Riegner

I attended from July 31 through August 2 the World Assembly of the
Lutheran World Federastion in Budapest.

I was invited to address the Assembly by General Secretary Dr. Carl
Mau who wrote to me:

The joint work with you and the consultations held together with the
International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations have
been important to us, and we want to express that by your presence.
among us. Further you can help ratse owr discussion of Jewish-
Christian matters above the level of inter-Lutheran concerne.

It should be noted that it was the first time that a non-Christian
vas invited to address the Lutheran World Assembly end it was the first
time that the whole question of Lutheran-Jewish relstions was ever discussed
in the plenary of the ILWF. Several earlier attempts in this direction failed.

It was the intention of the organizers to have the Stockholm statement
of the second official Lutheran-Jewish consultation on Luther, Lutherans and
the Jews endorsed by the Assenbly and to get a mandate for the continuation
of this dialogue.

The conference was from our point of view very successful.

After my presentation which was very well received (see Anmex I), the
chairmar of the working group on the Church end the Jewish people presented
his report. The Stockholm statements were read in extenso before the
Assembly. The texts were distributed (Annex II) as were the proceedings
of the Stockholm consultation.

The discussion was very interesting. There was not one single inter-
vention that criticized the forceful rejection of ILuther's teachings on the
Jews in the Stockholm statement. The main discussion centered on the
problems of proselytism and the question of witness and mission in general.



We knew for a long time that Lutherans are divided on this issue and it
vas no surprise to me. As you will remember, the problem had come up
repeatedly in Stockholm and we had envisaged already then that it should
possibly be the subject of the next Luthemn-Jewish consultation. One
speaker who expressly approved the Stockholm statement was critical of the
format of the Lutheran-Jewish dialogue and wented to extend it to other
members of the oecumenical family. But his suggestion was rejected. 1In
his intervention the inclusion of Arab Christians in the dislogue was
mentioned. But it was remarkable that otherwise in the whole discussion
there was no attempt to inject the Middle Eastern conflict into the
discussion.

There was also some American Lutheran resistance not to the content
of the document, but to procedures which would give the impression that
the IWF can give instructions to the individual churches. This led to a
slight weakening of the text of the report. But it 4id not put into
question in any way the very forceful statement of the Stockholm consultsation.

The continuation of the Lutheran-Jewish dialogue was approved. I am
enclosing copy of the official Bulletin of the Assembly (Annex III).

There were many positive comments on my presentstion and on the
discussion. I was also invited to address a press conference and to spesk
in a filmed interview on dialogue.

The Budapest Chief Rsbbi, Dr. Salgo, also brought greetings from the
Hungarian Jewish community to the Assembly.

The Lutheran World Assembly twice paid tribute to the memory of Raoul
Wallenberg. Both the General Secretary and the Swedish Bishop referred
with respect to his work in Budapest during the Nazi persecution (Annex IV
and V).

It should be noted that during the debate on buman rights a Latvian
exiled Lutheran referred to the persecution of some of his Christian countrymen
and asked the Assembly to pray for them. It is certainly interesting that
this could happen in a Communist country.




., Annex I

ADDRESS TO THE SEVENTH LUTHEPAN WORLD ASSEMBLY

Mr. Cheirman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It ie & great honcor for me to bring you the greetings of the
International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, your
Jewish partner in dialogue. My presence at this great Assembly is in
itself a sign and symbol for the great changes which have occurred in
our relationship in recent years, and I wish to give expressicn to my
feelings of gretitude in citing at the beginning of these briefl remarks
the old Jewish blessing: Baruch ata adonay elohkenu melech haolam,
shehecheyanu vekiyemanu vehiggianu laseman hase.

Let me &t the seme time thank the General Secretary, Dr. Carl Mau,
for his very kind words of introduction and the wearm welcome he has
extended toc me. To have known him and to have worked with his colleasgues,
and particularly with my good friend Arne Sévik, during the last five years
or so, has been for me one of the most rewarding human experiences in recent
times.

Interreligious dislogue is & very delicate and complicated enterprise,
particularly when it is heavily burdened by past history. It can only
succeed if it is besed on full trust and confidence, if the partners are
prompted by faith, sincerity and courage, and if they understand the sen-
sitivities of the other side. Arne S¢vik has been an outstanding partner
in this exercise. Let me thank him here for the immense contribution he
has made to the Lutheran-Jewish dialogue.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

You have befcre you the reports on the work of the Lutheran World
Federation 1977-1984 which under Unit III contain & section on "The Church
and the Jewish People". I am very impressed by this section, by the
frankness and honesty with which the nature and development of our relation-
ship ere dealt with. You have devoted e special section to this mutual
relationship, which is indeed a very special one. It differs considerably
from those you have with other faith communities. We therefore gresatly
appreciate your decision to establish the desk on the Church and the Jewish
People, separate from the Unit on "Cther Faiths and Idelologies", which in
our view reflects this very special reletionship.

I do not think that this reletionship is ambiguous. It is determined
on the one hand by the fact that, not being Christians, we do not belong to
the Christian oekumene. It is determined, on the other hand, by the fact
that special links exist between our twvo traditions, which do not exist
between the Christian churches and any other living faith community.

Our two traditions are both rooted in scripture, in what you call the
018 Testarent and what we call the Hebrew Bible. And whatever else links
Christianity with Judsism in its own understanding of the "history of
salvation", this is a very unique bond which unites us. But while we have
this great book in common, we differ in our reading and in our interpretation
of it. While we represent two communities which have & common basis, we live
in traditioms which develop in different directions.



These basic differences should be clearly recognized if we want to
avoid confusion or illusions. It is obvious that we have to respect these
fundamental differences which separate us and are there to remain. Only
if we accept the other as he is in his own separate identity, can we hope
to establish & meaningful relationship. The first need is therefore for
authentic information asbout the cther as he understands himself.

I consider it in this connection of great significance that, when
your organization convened its fourth international consultation on the
Church and the Jewish People in Bossey in 1982, it felt that it should
invite three Jewish consultants to present papers and take part in the
discussion. '

We attach also great importance to the publication by the German
Lutheran Churdes' Commission of the excellent book What Everybody Ought to
Know About Judaism, a publication that should serve as an example to Lutheran
churches throughout the world.

The most important event in our mutual relationship during these recent
years was the holding of two official international comsultations between
representatives of the IWF and representatives of the world Jewish community.
- These consultations grew out of similar regular ccnsultations which we have

had, since 1968, with the World Council of Churches, and since 1970, with

the Roman Catholic Church. We established for this purpose a special repre-
sentative Jewish structure, the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious
Consultations, composed of major Jewish organizations and on which all Jewish
religious trends are represented.* We have learned from our meetings with

the WCC that it was not sufficient to meet within the very large framework

of the Council with its more than 300 member churches and that direct rela-
tions with the various confessional families were needed.

Thus, after a preliminary meeting in Berlin in 1979, the first official
international Lutheran-Jewish consultation was held in Copenhagen in July 1981.
Its major theme was "The concept of the human being in the Lutheran and Jewish
traditions"™. All participants recognized the usefulness of the encounter and
felt that one of the most positive features of the meeting was the frankness
and sincerity which permeated the discussions. It was therefore recommended
to hold such meetings in the future at regular intervals.

Our second official international consultation was held in Stockholm
in 1983, the year that marked the 500th anniversary of the birth of Luther.
Its major theme was accordingly chosen to be: "Luther, Lutheranism and the
Jews".

The significance of the choice of this topic in the context of the
Luther year hardly needs emphasizing. That it was possible to deal with a
subject, so difficult, yet existential for our future relationship, was
another sign of the spirit of openness and frankness which characterized
our dislogue from the start. As one of our Lutheran colleagues formulated
it, "tnere was a commitment under God to search for a way to a bridging of
the historic gulf of injustice and enmity".

* The International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultsations (IJCIC)
is composed of the World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue Council of America,
the American Jewish Committee, the B'nai B'rith - Anti-Defamation League,
and the Jewish Council in Israel for Interreligious Consultetions.




Ladies and Gentlemen,

The texts which were adopted at the Stockholm consultation are before
you for your consideration. They speak for themselves and I shall not
repeat them here.

Let me, however, make a few remarks from a generasl Jewish perspective.

The Jewish people - or at least the generation to which I belong -

" still lives under a grest traumatic experience: It has gone through the
greatest tragedy of its history: the annihilation of the major part of
European Jewry. It still struggles with itself and with God to find the
answers to its questions: Why has it happened? Why could it happen? What
is its meaning?

In our lifetime, the Jewish people also witnessed one of the most
significant positive ewvents of its history: the rebirth of the State of
Israel and its heroic struggle for survival in the face of all the forces
that deny it 1ts right of existence.

My friends, on both these occasions the Jewish people has felt a great
loneliness. It felt particularly abandoned by those neighbours whose help
and assistance it expected and with whom it believed it was linked by common
spiritual bonds. It is these experiences that have marked my generation
more than anything else.

_ To come to terms with our common unhappy history is, therefore, one of
our foremost tasks if we want to overcome the past and to build the founda-
tions for a happier future.

The texts which were adopted in Stockholm make a particularly important
contribution in this direction. To have clearly identified and rejected that
part of Luther's teachings that definitely belong to his medieval heritage,
and to have frankly recognized and denounced the terrible use that has been
made of his teaching in our time with the consequences that are known, is of
the utmost importance for our future relationship. It is 211 the more im—
portant as there are other aspects of Luther's teachings which are very near
to Jewish-sources: the concept of the direct personal responsibility of man
before God, and the respect for the Scriptures as the word of God, are
certainly among those which are very familiar to us.

The endorsement of these statements by Lutherans all over the world
would therefore be most meaningful and would contribute greatly to making
them & real turning point in our relationship.

In our joint statement in Stockholm, we affirmed the integrity and
dignity of our two faith communities and we repudiated any organized
proselytizing of each other. This statement perhaps deserves a few comments.

I said before that our relationship is based on mutual respect and
therefore on the recognition of the integrity of each faith community as it
understands itself. It is not ocur aim to change the identity of the other



side or to determine what should be the content of the Christian faith.

We expect the same respect for Judaism as a living reslity and for our
faith commitments from our partners. We know thet witness is en essential
trait of the Christian community. Our condemnation of proselytism deals
with one part of this problem. It deals with immorel and indecent methods
of persuading others to change their faith. There are, however, other
aspects which need further clarification. The Jewish community is very
sensitive in this respect and I therefore proposed st the meeting in
Stockholm that we should devote our next consultation to this problem.

Let me say today only that, while we do not question the right of anybody
to witness, and while we have ourselves our own eschatological expectations,
we believe that there should not be institutions which are especially
directed at the Jewish community.

In our common statement, sharing in the common patrimony of the
prophets of Israel snd inspired by their vision, we pledge ourselves finally
to work together for a world in which the threst of nuclear warfare will be
ended, where poverty and hunger will be eradicated, in which violence and
terrorism will be overcome and & Just and lasting pesce will be established.

This is certainly one of the most important parts of our statement.
As the co-chairmen of the first officiel consultation in Copenhagen already
emphasized, we "recognize that man gives meaning to the world through action,
that ideas lead to deeds and that man is co—worker of God in creation.
Man, therefore, is in charge of the universe".

In the midst of a world torn apart by conflicts, viclence, poverty,
exploitation and social injustice, only & concerted effort of all spiritual
forces can give us hope to overcome the celamities and sufferings, the
threats and dangers of the present. Such concerted effort should not
exclude anybody.

My friends,
We are still at the beginning of our joint dialogue. We are at the
beginning of our reflection on our mutual relationship, and we still have a

long way to go. But there are two things that unite us: our common roots
and our common hope.

It is in this spirit thet I bring to this great assembly the greetings,
the blessings and the prayers of the Jewish community.

Osseh shalom bimromav, hu yaasseh shalom alenu veal kol boe olam.
May he whc establishes peace in his heaven bring peace to all mankind.

Budapest, 1st August 198L Gerhart M. Riegner



Annex 11

AGENDA Appencix to EXHIBIT 9.6
LMF Seventh Assembly, Buczpest. July 22-Aua, 5,1GR4 Original

IJCIC/LWF DIALOG, "LUTHER, LUTHERANISM AND THE JEWS",
YT - 13 July 1983, Stockholm, Sweden

Introduction:

(1) A more appropriate but more sensitive subject could
scarcely have been chosen for the theme of Jewish-Lutheran
conversations ifn 1983, the five hundredth anniversary of
the Reformer's birth, than that of “"Luther, Lutheranism
and the Jews."

(2) When the theme was chosen by the small committee that laid
plans for a second international Jewish-Lutheran meeting,
ft was known that 1t would be difficult. It was not known,
that in the many events celebrating Luther's birth, this
subject would be one of the major pofnts of interest.

(3) The meeting was convened jointly by the Lutheran World

Federation (LWF )*) and the International Jewish Committee
. on Interreligfous Consultations, the joint agency of five

major Jewish organizations (The World Jewish Congress, The
Synagogue Counci! of America, The American Jewish Commit-
tee, The B'naf B'rith - Antidefamation League and the Jew-
ish Council in Israel for Interrelfgfous Consultations).
It was the second of what is expected to be a continuing
serfes of occasions for conversations between representa-
tives of the world Jewish community and the assocfatic. ur
Lutheran churches. (The first meeting in Copenhagen in
1981 was devoted to Jewish and Christian teachings on the
nature of humankind.)

(4) The group of 12 Jewish and 15 Lutheran participants met in
Stockholm 11 - 13 July 1983, under the joint chafrmanship
of Dr Gerhart Riegner, Secretary-General of the World Jew-
ish Congress, and Professor Magne Saebo of the Free Facul-
ty of Theology, Oslo.

(5) The afas of the meeting, which was scarcely three da:s
long, could be nothing but simple: to explore the facts
and their implications for Jewish-Lutheran relations, and
to provide information and encouragement to our constitu-
encies. The program could only be strafghtforward: two
pafrs of papers, followed by discussfon and the drafting
of conclusfons. The speakers were: Professor Mark tdwards
of Purdue University (USA), Dr. E.L. Ehrlich, Riehen,
Switzerland, European Director of B'nai B'rith Interna-
tional, Dr lngun Montgomery of Uppsala and Oslo Universi-
ties, and Professor Uriel Tal of Tel Aviv University.
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That so complex and existential a topic could be dealt
with usefully within so short a time could only happen be-
cause there were certain favorable conditions: a consider-
able body of up-to-date literature was available for pre-
paratory study, many of the participants were specialists
in the subject matter and had indeed participated in ear-
lier events this year, and above all there was a commit-
ment under God to search tocether for a way to a bridging
of the histuric gulf of injustice and enmity.

The meeting closed with a brief period of silent prayer
for peace in the wcrld and particularly for peace in the
Middle East.

The stztemants thct follow are submitted to their
reade~s., Jewish and Christian, in the hope and prayer
that they may serve the cause of peace, hope and love be-
tween these two communities of belfievers in one God, and
among all humankind.

es=e=== *) The LWF delegation was authorized to speak to
but not in behalf of the LWF and its constituency. The
statements below will be submitted to appropriate authori-

ties of_ the LWF for their consideration and action.

Statement by Lutheran participants L

We Lutherans take our name and much of our understanding
of Christianity from Martin Luther. But we cannot accept
or condone the violent verbal attacks that the Reformer
made against the Jews. Lutherans and Jews interpret the
Hebrew Bible differently. But we believe that a christo-
lugical reading of the Scriptures does not lead to anti-
Judaism, iet alone anti-Semitism.

We hold that an honest, historical treatment of Luther's
attacks on the Jews takes away from modern anti-Semites
the assumpiion that they may legitimately call on the au-
thority of Luther's name to bless their anti-Semitism. We
insist that Luther does not support racial anti-Semitism,
nationalistic anti-Semitism or political anti-Semitism.
Even the deplorabdble religfous anti-Semitism of the 16th
century, to which Luther's attacks made important contri-
bution, is a horrible anachronism when translated to the
conditions of the modern world. We recognize with deep
regret however, that Luther has been used to justify such
anti-Semitism in the period of natfonal socialism and that
his writings lent themselves to such abuse. Although
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there remain conflicting assumptions, built into the be-
liefs of Judaism and Christianity, they need not and
should not lead to the animosity and the violence of
Luther's treatment of the Jews. Martin Luther opened up
our eyes to a deeper understanding of the 0ld Testament
and showed us the depth of our common inheritance and the
roots of our faith.

Many of the anti-Jewish utterances of Luther have to be
explained in the 1ight of his polemic against what he re-
garded as misfnterpretations of the Scriptures. He at-
tacked these interpretations, since for him everything now
depended on a right understanding of the Word of God.

The sins of Luther's anti-Jewish remarks, the violence of
his attacks on the Jews, must be acknowledged with deep
distress. And all occasions for similar sin in the pres-
ent or the future must be removed from our churches.

A frank examination also forces Lutherans and other Chris-
tians to confront the anti-Jewish attitudes of thefr past
and present. Hostility .toward the Jews began long before
Luther and has been a continuing evil after him. The his-
tory of the centuries following the Reformation saw in Eu-
rope the gradual acceptance of religious pluralism. The
church was not always the first to accept this develop-
ment; yet there have also been examples of leadership by
the church in the movement to accept Jews as full fellow
citizens and members of society.

Beginning in the last half of the 19th century anti-Semi-
tism increased in Central Europe and at the same time Jew-
ish people were being integrated in society. This brought
to the churches, particularly in Germany, an unwanted
challenge. Paradoxfcally the churches honored the people
Israel of the Bible but rejected the descendants of those
people, myths were perpetuated about the Jews and depreca-
tory references appeared in Lutheran 1fturgical and educa-
tional material. Luther's doctrine of the Two Kingdoms
was used to justify passivity in the face of totalitarfan
claims. These and other less theological factors contrib-
uted to the failures which have been regretted and repeat-
edly confessed since 1945.

To their credit it is to be said that there were individu-
als and groups among Lutherans who in defiance of totali-
tarfan power defended their Jewish neighbors, both in Ger-
many and elsewhere.

Lutherans of today refuse to be bound by all of Luther's
utterances on the Jews. We hope we have learned from the
tragedfes of the recent past. We are responsible for see-
ing that we do not now nor in the future leave any doubt
about our position on racial and religious prejudice and
that we afford to all the human dignity, freedom and
;riendship that are the right of all the Father's chil-
ren.
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Statement by the Jewish participants

On the occasfon of the 500th anrniversary of the birth of
martin Luther, reprasentatives of the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) have

met for three days in Stockholw with representatives of
the Lutheran World Federation to examine the theme:
“Luther, Lutheranism and the Jews."

During this year, members of the world Lutheran family
have been reviewing the teachings and actions of Luther
and their religious. social and political implications.
The teachings of Luther have profoundly affected the
course of Jewish histcry, especially in Europe. We are
aware of the explioitation of Luther's anti-Judaism by the
Nazis to sanction their genccidal campaign against the
Jewish people.

In recent years, Lutheran leaders in Germany, Scandinavia,
the USA and elsewhere, nave made significant efforts to
uproot these teachings of contempt that emerged in the
writings of Luther in the 16th century. We are heartened
by the affirmative direction of the Lutheran-Jewish rela-
tionship as manifested in our dialogue in Stockhoim.

.The Jewish participants welcome the commftment of the Lu-

theran partners in dialogue to respect the living reality
of Judaism from the perspective of jewish self-understand-
ifng and their undartaking that Lutheran writings will nev-
er again serve as a source for the teaching of hatred for
Judaism and the denigration of the Jewish people. This
heralds & new chapter in the relationship between Jews and
Lutherans which should find practical expression in teach-
ing, preaching and worship as weil as joint activities for
socfal justice, human rights and the cause of peace.

We pledge ourselves to collaborate with our Lutheran col-
leagues in facing these common challenges. We trust that
this year of Martin Luther observances will thus prove a
turning point ieading %o 2 constructive future between Lu-
therans and Jews throughout the world.

Joint statement:

On the occasion of the 500th anniversary of Luther's
birth, representatives of the world Jewish community and
world Lutheran community have met in Stockholm, July 11-
13, 1983, for thefr second official dialogue.

Meeting in Stockholm, we are mindful of the compassionate
rasponse of Scandinavian Christians to the plight of Jew-
ish victims of Naz! persecution forty years ago. This
spirit renews our faith in the human capacity to confront
evil withk courage ana determination.




Page 5

(25) The deiiberations or the theme of "Luther, Lutheranism,

énd the Jzws” were informed by an openness of views and a

spirit of mutcal respect for the integrity and dignity of

our fafth communities. The discussfions revealed a depth of
mutual understanding and trust.

(26) 1. We affirm the integrity and dignity of our two faith

communities and repudiate any organized proselytizingtof
each other.

(27) 2. He pledge tc combat all forms of radical and religious

prejudice and express our solidarity with all who suffer
the denial of full relfgious freedom.

(28) 3. Sharing in the common patrimony of the Prophets of Is-

rael and inspirec by their vision, we commit ourselves to
strive for a world in which the threat of nuclear warfare
will be ended, whe.e poverty and hunger will be eradicat-
ed, in which violence and terrorism will be overcome, and
a Just and Tasting peace will be established,.

(29) We welcome this histcric encounter, which we prayerfully

hope will mark a new chapter, with trust replacing suspi-
cion and with reciprocal respect replacing prejudice. To
this end, we commit ourselves to periodic consultations
and joint activities that will strengthen our common bonds
in service to humanity.

On "Organized Prosel!ytizing"
(Comment on the text of the Joint Statement)

A speaker noted that "the term proselytizing is often misunderstood; it is
important that we ali understand the word the same way, and it is not equa-
ted with what in the Christian church is called evangelizing. In the World
Council of Churches and in ccumenical groups in general proselytizing is
understood to mean the use of pressures, sociological, economic, institu-
tional, that may induce people to change institutional allegiance without

a real change of mind."

Attention was called to & definition in a document prepared by a joint
WCC/Roman Catholic commission:

Proselytism embraces whatever violates the right of the human
person, Christian or non-Christizn, to be free from extermal
coercion in raligicus metters, or whatever, in the proclamation
of the Gospel, does not conform to be ways God draws free men to
himself in respcnse to his calls to serve in spirit and in truth.
"Common Witncss and Proselytism: A Study Document” in Ecumenical
Review, XXiII (1977), p.9; see also pp. 15-17.
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A Jewish speaker agireed that this definition was "altogether acceptable,"
as defining the distinctions between mission and witness and proselytism,
"which presupposes coercion of psychological or other kind."

He added, in response to a question, that "many of us in the Jewish delega-
tion feel the need to specify the word ’'organized’ in this case. The activity
of organized groups that set out consciously to undermine the faith commit-
ment of Jews is offensive to us. "Another speaker added that, "the offense
from our point of view is the organized activity."




« Annex IV

July 2%, 1758

LWF STATEMENT ON RADUL 'WALLENBERS

We are meeting in a community vhere also a distinquished Lutheran

made an important contribution, and is also honored by the Huncarian
community and the whole world. We are speaking of Raoul WALLENBERG,
who was second secretary of the Swedish embassv here in Budapest in
the closing days of World War II. He courancously and with areat
determination was instrumental in savinc over onc-hundred thousand

of the Jewish community which was threatensd by extinction by action
of the Nazi regime. Immediately after thc war he disapneared, havino
been taken prisonar by thz Soviet Army. Ve have arcat sympathy for
his family and many others have not aiven un hope that he may still be
alive. He have joined those who ask for clarity as to his whereabouts.
His 72nd birthday is on Auqust 4th. 'We will remember him and his
family in our prayers on that cdayv.



Annex V

CEUR.CHE OF SWEDEN DELEGATION
STATEVENT ON RAOUL WALLRENEERG

In the cenire of BuJapest under the sign maying "Raoul Wallenberg-
Street™ a meaorial plaque with bullet holes mll around reads as
follows:

"Haoul Wallenberg was eecretary .o the Swedish Embassy in Budapest.
Through hio dedication and brave acte during the days of the take-
over by Bungarian faccists he szved the lives of tens of thousands.”

BRaoul Fallenterg was breuzht up in a tredition founded on sound

Biblical end Luvtherzn principles of witresc and =rvice, martyria
and diakonia. Today his riscuing of ithousands of people, predomi=-
nantly members of tie Jewish community in Budapest, stands forth
as ap exampls of a c==r!iment foundzd on love and responsidbility,

During Wellenberg e e2ra in Budapeet his ssnse of involvement imn the
front lines of & warliare beiween ideologies and his always stamding
up for these in dargzer e£nd necd led him into cloze contact with, a=-
mong otherc, Pastor Gaber Sztehls, 2 Luthersn pastor working among
disatled children &s vcll as with Dr., Iajos Ordass, later bishop of
the Luthezan charech in Hungary. Bere he z1sp carried on deliberations
with leadirg porsonalities as =211 es with govermments in his struggle
to help end save the lives of men, women and children who had been
deprived of their hv~an dignity.

Even befora the turmoil Fa2ll2nbsrg xas welleknown in Budapest for hie
assistance to ths Jewiel coyunity, Hie wes a service to humanity
regardless of creed or rece. A fev days before his 72nd birthdey,
August 4th, Tallentewrg stanls forth as 2 witness to hunanitarian
values,

Raoul #1llerterg disapp:2..4. Whether dead or 2live his service is,
however, £til]l ramexztsred. a challenge to a world in which sinful

s21fishnesc provenis r-oples frorm worshipring togeiher, from travellinz
to each other, frcu living in freedom and peace.

Today “he delesmtizn of th2 Churchk of Swedzn, a neutral country of

the Nerth, wich to ho. 'ur cur fellew citizen in the eity of Budapest.
We thank God for rsn 1ilze Peoul Tellenterg, known and unknown, who
have trken and still ta%2 e stand fcr huzan dignity and righteousness.
His love fur hic fellzcw hvoan b2ings inspires us to renew our commit-
ment to our sisters znd brothes of Lhe Jewish ccrmunity.

Raoul Tallent2rg riskad uie life t5 savs the persecuted.
God helr us teke 1:5%8 to cave < m—=nkird in deepair.
God help us ell ir cur riceion of witness ard service,

ARKEBISKOPENS KANSLI Jaacliandr == Telefon

Postadress: Box 640
751 27 UPPSALA

Asorind 42 018-1553 40 wx
Uapra's
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LWEF votes suspension of 2 churches

Hope voiced
for changes
in practice

BY MINGUSA KOSORO

The LWF Assembly, by a 222—23 vote,
Wednesday suspended from membership two
white southern Africa churches. The decision
was made by secret ballot. There were 29 ab-
stentions.

The two churches suspended are the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa
(Cape Church) and the German Evangelical
Lutheran Church in South-West Africa (Nam-
ibia).

The decision follows a “status conf
resolution adopted by the 1977 Dar es Salaam
Assembly, declaring opposition to South Afri-
ca's racial policies a matter of faith.

The Dar es Salaam resolution urged the
white churches to publicly and uneguivocally
reject apartheid and to end the division of the
church on racial grounds. At Harare, Zim-
babwe, the all-Africa pre-Assembly meeting
urged the LWF to suspend the two churches
for failing to comply with the Dar es Salaam
resolution.

The suspension resolution “regretfully con-
cludes that ne satisfactory fulfillment of this
goal has as yet been achieved and finds that
those churches have in fact withdrawn from
4he fi i
basis of membership in the LWF.

“Therefore, the Assembly is constrained to

Youth urge
vigil, fast

Youth participants have challenged LWF As-
sembly participants and visitors to “fast and
pray” on Friday.

A statement read yesterday said that the
Youth Initiative Group, formed last week to
promote youth concerms at the Assembly, in-
vited participants to join youth in praying dur-
ing Friday's two major meal breaks and in a
vigil that will last from cvemng prayers Friday
to a eucharist at 07:00 5,

The statement spoke of the youth partici-
pants’ belief that “worship and plenary ...
ought to be intrinsically related” and that the
fast and vigil aimed to “hold up for prayer
and reflection both the anguish of a suffering
world and the signs of hope we experience.”

LWF Associate General Secretary Anza Le-
ma told the Assembly that the idea, which was
supported by the business committee, meant
that the LWF could reclaim the costs of uneat-
en meals and donate the money to alleviale
hunger in Africa,

The prayer and vigil will take place in the
youth room, on the fourth floor of the Sports
Hall.

which farms the.

Southern Africa church leaders faced reponers during a news conference

Woednesday noon.
suspend the membership of the churches, in-
<terrding that such-eetion serve—easa—help for
those churches to come to clear witness
against the policy of apartheid and to move 1o

Photo by Petar Williams
visible unity of the Lutheran churches in

-southern Afsca.” -

The resolution said the suspension means
that those churches are not entitled to send

voting delegates to an LWF Assembly or other
official meetings, nor to have members on a
governing body of the federation.

Itinstructed the Executive Committee to lift
the if satisf: Y are taken
by the churches ipvolved to establish the legal
and practical conditions for abolishing the
practice of apartheid in the life of the
churches and their congregations.

Before the vote was taken, Dr. Eckhart
Weiss of East Germany said the southern Afri-
can churches have asked to be “dormamt™
members of the LWF and wondered if their
wish could be respected. Dean T. Simon Fari-
sani of the Lutheran Church in southern Afri-

ca spoke emationally about the sufferings of .

the black people in south Africa. Farisani,
who has been jailed and tortured by the white
South African government, said apartheid is a
political and socio ic crime. Apartheid
means detention without trial, he said, adding
that the Assembly should address itself to the
uprooted blacks and the poor in that country.

“Since the LWF is the United Nations of
Christ, we hope justice will be done,” he said,
asking that German delegates not block the
resolution at the expense of suffering blacks.

Farisani said the black churches in southern
Africa are not condemning the whites because
of their color, but because they support apar-
theid.

New WCC head
The World Council of Churches has chosen
Emilio Castro, 57, as its new general secretary.
The Uruguayan-Methodist pastor for 11 years
headed the WCC Commission on World
Mission and Evagelism.

Stockholm statement gets appval

BY RICK MUELLER

A real lurnlng pomt in our relationship”
pated by a | g Jewish sp in
inter-religious relnnons. as the LWF Assembly
sends Lo its member churches a major interna-
tional statement on Jewish-Lutheran relations.

The statement, developed at a July 1983 in-
ter-refigious consultation in Stockhalm, Wed-
nesday was endorsed and forwarded to mem-
ber LWF churches for their “study and con-
sideration.”

It was approved after delegates heard the
first address before an LWF Assembly from a
person “of other than the Christian faith,
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner, retired general secre-
tary of the World Jewish Congress and co-
chairman of the International Jewish Commit-
tee on Inter-Religious Consultations,

Describing the joint Jewish-Lutheran state-
ment produced at Stockholm, Riegner said,
“we affirmed the dignity and integrity of our
two faith e ities and d any or-
ganized proselytlizing of each other.” The con-

Executive Committee includes
seven women; no surprises

El were
LWF Executive Committee Wednesday with

pleted for the 29 b

cept of proselytizing received careful consid-
eration at Stockholm and was debated here
I'ollowins Riegner's address. The tension
cames between the fact that wilness (i.e., evan-
gelism) is an “essential trait of the Christian
community,” as Riegner described, and the
need for Lutherans to show “respect for Juda-
ism as a living reality and for our faith.”

In condemning proselytism, the Stockholm
group had dealt with “immoral and indecem
methods of persuading others to change their
faith,” Riegner said.

A separate statement by Lutherans at Stock-
helm specifically repudiated Martin “Luther's
anti-Jewish remarks™ and the uses to which
they have been put by later antisemites, parti-
cularly, during the Holocaust. While noting
that Luther's polemic against the Jews was si-
milar to his polemic against any who, he felt,
were misinterpreting Scripture, the document
said, “the violence of his attacks on the Jews
must be acknowledged with deep distress.
And all occasions for similar sin in the present
or in the future must be removed from our
churches.”

This separate statement also was endorsed
by the Assembly and sent to member
churches. The original proposal from an As-
sembly committee dealing with Jewish-Luther-
an relations was to transmit the statement for
“guidance,” but the wording was changed by

few surprises. Only one run-off el
required, necessitated by the election Tuesday
of Hungarian Lutheran Bishop Zoltin Kaldy
to the LWF presidency,

With only one of two seats remaining for
committee members from Eastern Eumpe
two did from the A ”_,‘s -
ing found th

Ives in a run-offl.
The winner was Wolfgang Hermann Rehner
of Romania, who defeated Janis Marulis of
Latvia, 143-139, with eight spoiled ballots.

The new Executive Committee includes se-
ven women and 22 men, seven lay persons
(the constitutional minimum) and 22 clergy.
Six members are both female and lay.

On the first bd"ol. Reh had 129, Matuli -
122, and ﬂuor Dusan Ond icof: Moor amer
was Czechoslovakia 47.

In other first ballot contests:

— Thomas Batong of the Philippines best-
ed Andrew Hsiao of Hang Kong, 184-114, for
an Asian seat. Hoth were floor nominees. The

ng committee Snplua Tung
of Taiwan, and 1wo foor nominees, Chee-
Pang Choong of Singapore and Stephen Tsui
of Hong Kong, declined 1o stand for election.

— Lois Leffler, a Moor t d E-

to “study and congidera-
tion", on grounds that the LWF cangot in-
struct its members. Dissappointment on the
d was regis by commi
member Kaete Mahn of West Germany who
found it “rather regretful that the LWF cannot
use forceful terminology”™ in such an import-
ant matter.

Other action on committee proposals called
for further work by the LWF Department of
Studies and for further Jewish-Lutheran con-

lizabeth Eaton, 167-132, for a U.S. seat in the
North American allotment. Eaton, 29, had
been the youngest nominee on the slate.

(Continued on Page 4)

sultations considering the issue of witness and
proselyilsrn Delegates, however, accepted the

arg that Lutt and Jews
have special |ssues 1o resolve and, therefore,
defeated d that would

GERHART M. RIEGNER

have placed these bi-lateral talks in a secon-
dary position to the broader Jewish-Christian
dialogue.

Concern over “proselyting™ occupied much
of the Noor discussion, especially the specific
rejection of “organized” efforts to win Jews to
the Christian gospel. Speakers noted Lutheran
ministries operating in Israel and elsewhere,
and asked whether the LWF is becoming “hes-
itan1™ about evangelism. They were pointed to
a jointly accepted definition of proselytizing
that condemns the use of coercion to get peo-
ple to change affiliations. Georg Kretschmar
of Bavaria said this would be the topic for the
next round of consultations and added, “We
cannot here thoroughly clear up this matter.”

In his address, Riegner said that relations
between Christians and Jews are different
thad relations between Christians and “other
faiths and ideologies”; he expressed apprecia-
tion that the LWF has not confused the two,






