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HEST GERMAN PRESS REACTION TO OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY

NEW YORK - A survey of the major newspapers and journals mfxkhkmx published
ﬁfthroughout ﬁy@&gﬂQigﬁ”bquﬁtn;’aﬂ/the Federal Republic of Germany
reveals that the majority of the West German press is criticel of the
revised 1980 Oberammergau Passion Play and supports thd views expressed
by the American Jewish Committee.,

The survey, prepared by the Interreligious Affairs Department of

examines articles and editorials in :
the Ameridan Jewlsh Committee,/big-city dailies such as the Suddeutsche

Zeltupg and Munchner Merkur of Munich, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung,
o H - ) z e
Die Zeit of Hamburg, (Pie Welt, a pationmide paper with regional editionsl).
Kheinys Marndn [ nce’ chﬂ-ﬂ'a :

Also included were the national newsmagazines, Der Spilegel published by

Axel Spriénger publisations; and Dér Stern., Small-city newspapers were

typified by the Schongauer Nazhrichten, issued nesr Oberammergau. ?he

popular plcture magazine, Bunte, and two church publications, Zur Debatte

issued by the Bavarian Catholic'mnd Kirchenzeltung were also
surveyed, |

Typical of the views expressed by the leading Wgst German publications
was that of the Suddéutsche Zeitung, published in Munich and regarded as
"The New York Times of Bavaria"; In an article written by Hannes Burger,
the Munich daily of May 2Lth writes:

""he 1980 revision has cut many of the controversial passages, as the
American Jewish Committee's analysis fecognized. But the stubborness of the
Oberammergauers and their ungl llingness to cooperate Wl th thelr critics
have allowed only a half-hearted revision, No clarif¥ing passages or scenes
have been added; the true moﬁives of the Jewish authorities are still
not stéted; the Jewlish law is still misrepresented, as are the political

clrcumstances; Pilate remains a noble soul amid the Jewish fanstics.
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" How can one eliminate hatred from the play," the Suddeutsche
Zeittgng‘continues, "as dong as the agenda of Christiens and Jews are
ignored, and as long as Oberammergau looks on the play as nom one's
buginess but its own, yet wam ts to keep'it the worldfs leéding Passion
Play? -

"For years the people of Oberammepgau did not understand t he charge
of &nti—Semitism; they thought they were simply performing a dramatization
of the Gospels. Worse, they not want to understand, and consistently
reﬁﬂead_to discuss the matter. Else, they might have learned what the
critica werek trying to do; not to accuse the villagers of anti-Semtisim
but to show how this and other Pasﬁion Plays embody an old anti-Jewl sh _
pradition within Christianity. This tradition began with Matthew, reached
its apogee in the Middle Ages and was not disavowed until Vaticah Council
TEM. |

Mr, Berger's article concludes, "Perhaps the likeliest way to

savd the Oberammegau tradition would be to develop the Rosner text more

satisfactorily and try it out sgadn during the 198l anniversay season, That
might give the spirit of reconciliation a sufficient impetus in Oberammergau
and beyond,"

The Munchner Merkur of May 17th writes: "The new revisién has been
made to conform with the Second Vatican Councilj;zmnaxiw suggestions by the
American Jeﬁish Committee were also taken intos ccount. Our reviewer has
seen the previéw and finds that, though the 2lterations do not hélp
the play, its effect 1s unchanged." o . .f;nf

The Munich tabloid'a article, written by Armin Eichholy;: adds:
"The nalvete with which it adapts itself to Vatican If”féﬁ%ﬁﬁgging;
by welcoming 'brothers and sisters from the people Ffrom which the .

Sav ior sprang,' among otﬁars - a phrase suspiciously reminiscent of the
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saying; 'T like everybody in the buillding, even Mr, Meyer.! Then it

says: 'Far fron mus be any attempt to umpute the gullt to others' - and

that rips right through Dalsenberger; for his play is based on the Jews

as the primary guilty party in Jesus' death, and no pious védw can alter

= -1

that. After all, how could he know...and sof pn, down to Auschwity."

‘"Too bad for the play. After all, Daisenberger the cleric was no
scoundrel when he instructed the actors (in his stage-directions) playing
the Jews: '...%how these persons in all their malice, raccor and hypocrisy,
so that every spectator will be seized by disgust with so shameful a
cast of mind.' For he wanted 'to let the innocence, the sublime dignity
of the Savior appear in that much more radiant a light."

"Whether the Rosner alternative would not have had other defects
remains an open question., As fof t he present drama, it 1s sure to get
bad reviews on grounds of art, language, and whateveer. It would fare
* better if it werd understood fthat its effect derives precisely from its
unconcern sbout the criteria that prevail in the outside world,"

The Schongauer Nachrichten of May 27th, wriltes:

"Dalseberger's text rests on the anti-Semitidit interpretation of the
Gospels in centuries past. Daisenberger used the confrontation of Christ
and the Jews as a device to lend dramatic tension and a c¢limax to the
Pession. A new play.with a differént text 1s guggested because the
Dalsenberger text lacks substance and cannot be altered, The reviews
habe been largely negative; they call the produgtion disappointing and
boring, and speak of 'sugar cahdy style ' and ‘bastry shop decor,"

In a front-page storj, tbls newsppper also reports that Ernst

Maria Lang, & Munich architect and cabtoonist, hes threated to suq.phg_ _

formanc.

Oberammergau munichpality for plaglarism and possibly stop thegpé
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thereby. Lang charged at an AJC press conference held in Munich on Mey 2Lth
that the present production uses stage designs, costume designs, and |
dramaturglc devices originated by his father, Johaan Georg Lang, without
due gsredit., The story concluded that Lang's legal action may compel
the Oberammergauers to choose the Rosner script for the 198l anniversapy
season, "which 1s also the aim of the American Jewish Committee which has
long concérn;d itself with the Passion Play.”

Bunte Illustrierte, the weekly picture megazine, writes:

"Who bears the guilt for Jesus' death? The world's most famous
Passion playagatn prompts vigorous debate. Again "Oberammergau shows a
drama which is thought « not only by Jews - to convey tha basic religious
motivation of anti-Semitism.

"Vaticen II has rejectad the idea (of Jewlsh collective guilt in the
death of Jesus), but Oberaxmergau is not yet telling the story accordingly.

"Oberammergau still shows Jesus destroyed by Jewish hatred, not k
executed by Pilate., The High Priests are portrayed as rapacious demagogues
who take pleasure in Jesus' deathj; Pilate appears as a well meaning weaklim
pushed around by bloodshi#sty Jews.

"For 2,000 years the delcide chagge has been the most deadly
of'anti;Semitic prejudices. Thus it was natural, the Suddeutsche Zeitung
has noted, that concerned Jews should see Oberammergau, the world;s best-know:
Passion Plaf, as a text case,"

Commenting on the reactions of the major German newspapers

to the 1980 Oberammetgau Passion Play, Rabbi Mare H, Tanenbaum, AJC'S

national interreligious affalrs director, sald: { o
"The Americam Jewish Committee 1s heartened by the overwhelming

positive response on the part of the leading German newspapers, religious
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and general journals, as well as much of German radio and television, to -
the viewé expressed in our several AJC studies regarding the structugglly
anti-Semitic character of the Balsenberger text as well as by the
perfomance itself., While the Oberammergau pageant may well be a oommercial
success, owing to the attendance largely by tourists from outside Germany,
this heightened consciousnessa:g repudiation of antf-Jewish ideas and
images in this traditional Passion Play suggests that a major educational
achievement has been realized in the struggle agaimstxkhax to uproot

of anti-Semitism
the poisionous weeds/in certain traditions of Ghrixkimnzxfmi#xmedieval

Christian
folk culture.

"The American Jewlsh Committee will contlnue 1ts efforts. to-
ralse the sensibilitiles of enlightened men and wmomen of good Wlll to
these teachings of contempt against Jews and Judaism untiluthe-Passion
Play 1s fundamentally rethought and raconceptualized The gifference
between now and 1960 and 1970 is that there are growing thousands of
Christians both within Germany and in many other parts of the world
who share our concerns about prejudice and bigotry and join with us ,

in this effort to expunge hatred and misunderstanding that result from

these misrpesentations of Jews and Judadsm,"



add to German press dtory in an article by Georg Krieger
The Rheinischer Merkur/Christ und Welt,/wrote on May 23; |
"In itsmedieval form the passion play still formed part of t he
larger view of history as thehistory of Christian salvation.

"Iha origin and meaning of the Cross were seen as being
the guilteridden implication of all mankind, with Bhrist's
sacrificial death edsuring salvation,

"The historiec view of the Biblical tale lost sight of this
aspect of the passion., It set its sights on identifging a guilty
party and rouﬁdly condemned the theocratic leadership df.
the Jewish simkmx State and the Jewish people as a whole.

"The American Jewish Committee, whilem acknowledging that
Oberammergau has tried hard to a dapt the Dalsenberger text, leaves
no doubt that the .super'ficial hi_storic fiew and its anti-Jewish
tendencies can only be eradicated by dispensing withﬂhe
current text...

"Oberammergau can only hope to progress in the future by

dint of joint efforts on the part of both Jewry and the Church.,”
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June 19, 1980

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 St.

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Marc:

Here 18 a translated article from a German paper on the
Passion Play. I recall our discussion of your recent
visit to Oberammergau.

I have not forgotten your suggestion that we meet one day
to discuss some possibilities, After several more speak-

ing trips abroad I'll give you a call.

Meanwhile, best wishes,

jm
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MUENCHNER MERKUR  11/25/1979

OBERAMMERGAU'S TEXT FOR 1980 _

BLOODTHIRSTINESS AND CRIES OF "MURDERERS'" ARE NOW SILENCED

Oberammergau -- Pontius Pilate scenes, Herodotus intermezzo and the
famous 'rage' (Empoerung) have always been the dramatic highlights of
the Passion Play and are responsible to a large degree of its worldwide
theatrical success. How do they appear in the text of 1980”7 That is

the subject of our final report on the revised text.

In Daisenberger's text Pontius Pilate is the noble, just Roman who
wants to have nothing to do with the death of Christ because 'he sees no
guilt in him." Because of this and their 'bloodthirsty hatred," the
Jewish complainants are so hopelessly misrepresented that even Jews in

our own century must feel offended.

According to our present understanding of history, Pilate was a devious
favorite involved in all kinds of dirt who later fell out of favor with
the emperor and was subsequently executed. In the corrected text he
appears paler and less sanctimonious -- passages such as "your hateful
accusations'" or "your personal revenge' or ''the blind rage of his enemies"
etc. have been removed and serve to soften the contrast. In the same
vein, the reference in the Daisenberger prologue to a "maddened, blinded
people'" who cry for 'the martyrdom and the death of the Savior" has been
replaced by a softer fornulation. Also, the demand for "the blood of

our enemy' has disappeared a;rd been replaced with the "sentencing of

the Galilean." In the previous text, Pontius Pilate even defended
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Christ as the "model of a wise teacher whom you have long revered."

This appeal for mercy has also been dropped.

The new version has a passage designed especially to deal with the
"reconciliation' with Jewish sensibilities: A few people from the
crowd call out "free him -- he 1s without guilt" before the cries of
Yerucify him, crucify ham'" begin. Also, the curse of Pilate 'his
blood 1s upon you and your children' has disappeared. The reaction of
the '"people" to the sentencing -- always a scene of rejoicing in the
Daisenberger play has been considerably softened.

{

The carrying of the cross and the crucifixion are essentially unaltered.
Nevertheless, in the Golgatha prologue the "revenge of the godless"

has been changed to "merciless" and the "murderers of Christ' has been
changed to "enemies." A few peripheral characters and passages have
been removed, and in the final scene of the glorification of Christ --
instead of "you savior of sinners who died on Golgatha" it now reads

for 1980 "you redeemer of all simners victorious on Golgatha."

If one takes a balance of the corrections it must be reconized that the

assigrment and mandate of the Text Committee was very clearly to keep

the Daisenberger text and that_therefore they could make only cosmetic

changes. In making these revisions special attention was given to

e sl PR TRATAAL LA .

"defusing" Jewish objections. Therefore, one sees the result of this

effort in the form of the shortening and tightening up of the play.
And, also, in the attempt to réplace unusable and unintelligible idioms

without detroying the poetic quality.
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Above all, one must never forgsl: that no attempt was made to

e te (9a T WA el Sy, T
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substantially "reform' the Passion Play. This was neither the

assignment nor the intent of the committee.

W f"'ﬁ’ .
w2
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Passion play inspires a
gElinuing Uehate

3
8

There will probably mot have been
much distinction between actors amd
audience. The only reason why they put

the' complexities of the'tourist trade, *
. Holidaymakers do not just come anoe

as. the. viﬂar.u remember the
aumed their, forefathers
there be nothing wrong in the bu-
sinessside of the passion play season.

’ﬁumonha 1860 text,

conducted in the earnest appropriate
latter-day considerations of cash flow
m'dm
so, Cardinal Ratzinger of Mu-
mmm year's premiere and a
mass was Iuldﬂwmlu before, testi-
[ymsto the religious character the e pas-
sion ph’hﬂ!ﬂthm;,.' >
The_high massmalsoa ded by

Clnm:h ammm.! of the

"noluplu scratch for
the premiere. After a clear night the
moming tempetaturé was’ four centi-
grade, or a little under'd0 Fahrenheits -
wﬁmmiﬁhﬁcsmw
le&lufarasthe amﬁ’mm

mmo!nephy.skm
No-oneuﬂoulyexpechmme-
africals ‘to' 'be absolutely perfect, but
what is so fascinatinig about 'Obefsm-
mergay is the touching piety of 'the
actors, the comprehensible way in which

Much'of the wording is taken' straight
from the Gospels and has 4 familiar ring
even when il_ khﬂd by ‘someone who

R

81
g
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between the' chuu.n“’

mét choreoigrap! m
of.&nm%kdrm
“The music,- on the  other hand,' B
clearly limited in its mnge of expression
to the short span between the late Baro-
que ers, the Romantic epoch.and the
m ' i

Rocmubb&er‘s music was composed
in 1810 7and" is currently’ played in =
1950 arrangement by Eugen Papst. Few
Chaniges’ have béen made to the original;
fwmpcdbie

llndlpp’a music goes its own_ way, with
cheerful, rich and varied melodies and
easy thythms thztlnafar:rrl‘mm the
appearance, libretto and dramatic func-
tion, of, the choir.

“{The ‘change of-cm. inevitahle’ when

the*'play 'is only performed every 10
years, makes [little "difference 16 “the
uvetalllmpr'vm’un

The impressive language and ges!
of 2 Vimnuaqwhuk.pe:haps.aldu
than -one might are. unlikely to
influence the decision on whether; or

b?élut they will mmrﬂrnpﬁ ﬁe’bun-

o B

gs T PRT T -nh!f-llllﬂ-‘ll-

e AENBLOS; Syan Simon)

.« ;';-Ttiun'phtninmm

not to use the Daisenberger text next
time: round,

Neither: will “the lack ‘of dignity and
human greatness of ‘& somewhat youth-
ful Jesus and the well-nigh' fatalistic 'sc-
ceptance of destiny as the impms:on
comruyed by’ his intonation.

But'the’ 1930 Oberammergau passion
play paves the way for more far-reaching
changes- than might scem-apparent. The
Daisenberger .. fext . has.-already been
revised in keeping with the tenets of the
Second Vatican Couneil, ,

The rewrite was also due in.part o
accusations --by, the -American - Jewish
Committee that the old text implied a
collective guilt.on the part of the Jewish
people in respect of the death of Jesus;.

Thiere' can-be ‘no doubt: that Daisen<
berger, who merely vevised an earlier
text, made an unwitting concession la
the' Enlightenment, putting paid to the
last: ' vestiges of “the medieval mystery
play.

n its medieval form the passion play
still formed part of the larger view of
history as the history of Christian nlu-
tion, *

The origin and meaning of the Cm
were seen as being the guilt-ridden im-
plication’ of ‘all ‘mankind, with Christ’s
satrificial death ensuring salvation,

. The historic view of the Biblical tale
lost sight . of this aspect of the passion.

It set its sights on identifying a_guilty

party and roundly condemned the the-

oy g .
berger text, Se.a\u no doubt that the su-
perficial historic, view and its anti-
Jewish tendencies tan only be eradicated
by dispensing with the current text.

The Roman Cathelic Church has

-;i\'en its implicit blessing to the Ob-

jyerammergau, revised 1980 version, so the
...Church can hardly be accused of object-
“ing to a new and deeper look at the

theological message conveyed.
Oberammergau can only hope to pro-
gress in the future by dint of joint ef:
forts on the part of both Jewry and the

3 Georg Krieger*!

(Rhginhehﬂ Merkur/Christ und \i’al,
23 May 1960)



Curtain Rises in Bavaria on a Revised
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+¥ ByJOHNVINOCUR .
1 Special to The New York Times z’
OBERAMMERGAU, West Germany,
May 18 — In front were the faded orange
walls of the temples and a stone stairway
leading to dark doors Behind them, a
slash of sky, a fir tree, and farther still, a
green ridge at the edge of the Alps Witha
single step, a man moved from the chorus
at center stage and spoke words that in
three centuries of Oberammergau Pas-
sion plays had never been heard before
“Greetings to all you brothers and sisters of
the people
Who brought forth the Redeemer
Letnoonetry to find blame tn others,
Let each of us recognize
Hisown gwltin these events.”

‘The lines from the Prologue, a welcome
to Jews and an admonition not to blame
them for the death of Jesus, were pieces
of a difficult reconcilation between the
willagers who put on the play every 10
years and the Jews and Roman Catholics
who told them it was anti-Semitic, a por-
trayal of a people, 35 years after Hitler,
that could in no way be justified.

The stramned feelings are not com-
pletely gone, the community quietly re-
sents what it sees as outside interference
1n 1ts traditions, and the others consider
that the changes made in the text are in-
complete steps toward brninging the play
1n line wnth the Vatican's 1965 declaration
on the atttude of the church toward
Jews But the play, in the {irst of 93 per-
formances this summer portraying
Christ’s suffering, crucifoaon and resur-
rection, has changed

No United Call for Death

It stall moves forward with a compel-
ling simplicity - clumsy, awkward, touch-
ng, even passionate But no longer does
Pontus Pilate cry out to the Jews, “The
curse of blood on you and your children!””
And no longer do the Jews at Chnist’s con-
demnation call with one voice for his
death ‘

“Free Him!"" some of them now shout.
|*“He1sinnocent!"

The effect is clear The Passion play,
lik2ly to be seen by a half million visitors
this year, has drawn closer to the Vatican
edict that states, ““Nothing which in any
way approaches the notion of Jewish col-
lective gullt should be found in any Catho-
lic medium of expression.”

The evolution was not simple Ten
years ago, the version being performed
here by a cast recruuted from Oberam-
mergau’s 4,700 residents was regarded
by many of its critics as a barely ad-
vanced version of what m:ght have been
performed in 1634, when the willage
started the plays as anact of penanceard
thanks for being spared from an epidem-
1c The current text, written in 1860 by a
pnest, Alois Daisenberger, had barely
been changed over the years and was
found by Hitler to be a ““convincing por-
trayal of the menace of Jewry *’

$8 Milllon This Year

In 1970, however, the Vatican withheld
1ts sanction of the play and after attacks
on it, notably by American Jewish organ-

>

izations, thousands of reservations were
canceled. More than other arguments,
the possibility that the play would no
longer be a safe source of income — the
village is expected to earn about $6 ml-
lion from it this year — lad to second
thoughts

In 1975, an 18th century version of the
play by Ferdinand Rosner, a Benedictinie
monk, was reworked and two years later,
a tnal version was Staged The American
Jewish Congress sent representatives
who found it free of anti-Semutism, as did
Josef Cardinal Ratzinger of Mumch The
Suddeutsche Zeitung, the respected Mu-
nich newspaper, said the Rosner version
was vastly supenor artistically to the
Daisenberger text

But the village did not agree. The town
councal that adopted the new version was
quickly voted out of office by a 3-to-1 mar-
gin The first act of 1ts successor was to
restore the old text , #

A confrontation again Seemed hkely
With the possibility of Amenican Jewish

3

x :

groups’ urging a boycott of Oberammer-
gau, a series of changes were negotiated
with the assistance of the Cardinal’s of-
fice in Munich About a guarter of the
play was cut out, reducing its ru

time from eight to six hours, but Jesus
still chases the money-changers from the
temple and Judas greedily shovels his 30
piecesof silver into a bag at hus wasst.

‘It’s All There in the Bible’

The townspeople have have not been
enthusiastic about the changes A re-
porter asking willagers about them
mestly gets shrugs and evasions i reply
*‘Look,” said Hans Maier, a woodcarver
who serves as the play's director, “‘we
don't want to hurt anyone But it's all
there i1n the Bible. We're just using what
L: says.! r

As far as Cardinal Ratzinger i1s con-
cerred, the 135ue 18 essentidlly resolved
Inasermen 11 the parish church hecalled
on esveryone, but above all “‘our Jewish
friercs,” to stop making accusations
about anti-Semitism, which “'is foreign to
the lstonie origin and the spintual con-
tentof theplay ” i
- Afier the termible events of the Nazi
period, the Cardinal said, *We must hear
and read the text of the Passion play with
greater sensitivity ”* The changes n the
play were necessary, he sad, to
strengthen its message of penance and
recenciliatron -

Ths reconciLation was acknowledged,
1 part, by two executives of the Ant-
Defamation League of B’nai B'nth who
were 1nvited to th2 performance by the
Mayor of Oberammergau, Ernst Zwink,
whose son played Jesus 1n today’s per-
formance The orgamzation has
produced a booklet in which it discusses
detecting errors in Passion plays, notably
the one here, that “{ly in the face of reli-
gious and mistoncal truths **

Oojections of B’nal B'rith

Theodore Freedman, director of the
B’nai B'rith national program division,
said that great efforts had been made at
Oberammergau “‘The people here have

made an honest beginming,” he sald_ 1}
1wuuld be very dusappointed, though, to

Tioe New York Times /May 19 190
feel that this means there won't be fur-
therchanges "'

Both Mr Freedman and Nat Kameny,
an assoclate, said they felt the play sull
did not underscore clearly enough the
JTewnshness of Jesus and lus disciples
Pontius Pilate, they sdid, has a tendency
(o remnain an innocent and benevolent by-
stander in the Oberammergau version,
and Judas s still beler;iponriyed withac-
cents that had somethung of stereotyped
anti-Semitism

Mr Freedman demed that the play's
Tewish cntics were baing oversensitive,




Passion FI

I assome of the villagers seemed to insinu-
ate “Looking at America,” he said, ““the
survey made in 1962 showed us that about
one-third of the population held hostile
views of Jews because of the religious
teaching they received Another poll just
a it ago wasn’t much better So a play
like this, seen by a half million people,

. can reinforce negative ideas about Jews.
* That'’s hardly oversensitive "'

g Target of Souvenir Trade ;

Of the 500,000 wisitors, wha pay $20 to

, $30 for a place 1n the 5,000-seat auditor-

um, about 90,000 are expected to be

. Amernicans They, according to the West

German press, are the target of the
; souvenir trade

Beyond the clash over the text, West
German commentators and Cardinal
Ratzinger have attacked the commer-
cialism surrounding the Passion play —

the shops that sell carved angels and
crucifixes, and the packaged tours that
require at least one meal in town to gamn
—enirance to thetheater

Oberammergau defends itself by say-
ing the money 15 used to make improve-
Enezncs anwvuiage bwildings. The Sud-

tsche Zeitung, m a particularly cyn-
cal article about the willage, noted n

Oberammergau was that “Chnst suf-
fered for a new swumming pool "’

y

reply that 1n years past the classic linein ~

|

1_

\



PAUSIOCTPLAY 5= 40

..BUT MANY
JEWS STILL,
ARE WARY

. ) . NV jotar y.
> N RECENT YEARS the Passion Play has come §
' E in for criticism because the text, written in
1860 by the priest Alois Daisenberger, inferred .j

that Jews were collectively responsible for
* Christ's death The protests came from Israel, the
% American Jewish Congress, the American Jewish
#* Commuttee and the AntiDefamation League of
i B'nai B'rith Frequently, the organizations refer to
% a quotation by Adolf Hitler to the effect that the
! Passion Play was “a convireing portrayal of the

menace of Jewry "

Although plans had been made that for 1980
another script, writtea in 1750 by the Benedictine
monk Ferdinand Rosner, would be substituted
Mayor Ernst Zwink was returned to office with

¥ 73% of the vote because he supported the 1860
Daisenberger text—and when Mayor Zwink fulfal
~led his election promise to use the 1860 sciipt,
German Cardinal Joseph Ratznger stepped into

- the picture i
: Along guidelines stated by the Declaration of
the Relation of the Chuich to Non-Christian
3 Religions (signed in 1965 by 2,500-Catholic bishops
% including Poland’s Cardinal Wojtyla, now Pope

nb guari N LB BRSNS B4 el SXoXURANLF B

Joha Paul 1I), the Munich Archbishop .made
changes in the 1860 script 1n an attempt to
eliminate implred anti Semitism
In the edited version, several scenes involving
.5 conmivmg merchants have been cut, as have-all
%> unflattering references Such a reference, for
5 wnstance, would ‘be the use of the words “the
% people’ 1n a scene where an unruly mob demands
‘- the’ death of Jesus Now “the crowd is used
* mstead .
~ In addition for the first time in the plays
nearly 350-year history, there will be a narrator
:, (Mayor Zwink himself) who will come on stage
before the play begins to offer a word of welcome
to the Jews in the audience His speech will begin
- with these words “Greetings also to you brothers
and sisters of the people from whom the Savior
+ came We here 1n no way wish to look for guilt in
. others” -
.~ Despite the changes, however, severat Jewish
¥ ofganizations are still unhappy or unsure of their
4 feelings at this point The Ant: Defamation League
: 15 holding off comment until a commuttee of its
é representatives gets to-see a special preview of the
play May 18 But Philip Baum of the Amenican
% Jewrch Congress sa'd 'ast week that the changes
-~ are "only a half way move that dont go far
¢ enough ' ! ;
g And the American Jewish Committee has just
5
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put out an 18-page guide designed to help viewers
of the play understand the feelings of some Jews
toward their treatment in the script For example,
the guide states that although the most recent &
modifications in the play are “well meaning” and .4
“welcome,”_they “do not reach the heart of the Zj
matter " - - ® ¥
Says the guide “Theé text has only been cut not g
re-thought, objectionable passages have become ~
fewer and briefer, but the objectionable themes ﬁ'
are still there, and the way mn which the story
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PASSION, From A19

bauer. a spokesman for the tawns
tourist office .

Hoping to diffuse this star cult, the
play council chose two ¢asts to alter-
nate 1 this year’s pe1formances

This should make for some interest: '
| ing comparisons Of the two Marys,'
one is Irmi Dengg, 41, a shopkeeper
whose gentle manper and decp devo-
| tlon make her a natural for the part,
whlle the other is Martha Widemann,
22, who still wowed by her role, has
heen less caplyred by it Of the two
Christs, one is tiadesman Gregor
Brietsamter, 48, who has played the
part before, while the other is Rudi
Zwink, 21, the mayor's son and a den-
tal student, who regards Jesus as the
ultimate antiestablishment faigure

Meanwhile, not everyone 1s happy
about the way things have turned out

o, 1
v

Traditional Play Stirs Debate]
| Of Passion in Alpine Village

‘=: A few feminists in town complain that

women have no official say in staging
the play, and the American Jewish

Committee still is not satisfied w:th
the seript
“The eontroversy has died for the

moment,” said reformer Schwalger-
hofer “But that does not mean the
idea of reform has ben abandoned

A half-million visitors are expected °

to net $12 million for the town and its
shopkeepers this summer—money that

the council has alrcady earmarked for .

a new guest house and a bypass road
It seems Oberammergau, which has
grown by 600 to a population of 5,100
;n the past decade, has a traffic prob-
em

The play wlll be performed 100
times between May 25 and September
27 Each performance lasts six hours
with an itermission for lunch,

|
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Despite efforts to purge the cen-
turies-old Oberammergau Passion Play
of anti-Semitic overtones, Jewish lead-
ers are dissatisfied with the result
So both the American Jewish Commut-
tee and the Anti-Detamation League of
B'nai B'rith have produced viewers
guides for tourists traveling to the
Bavarian Alpine village to see the play
The 20-page AJC booket emphasizes
that the plaay “1s a work of fiction, 1n-
corporating some episodes from the
Gospels, ignormg others and freely in-
venting scenes and characters with no
basis in Chnistian Scripture It was
written at a hime when Chrisbamty
‘was domunated by a profoundly anti

Jewish ideology, and thus the charae-

- ters and dramatic developments were

~ deliberately drawn to make the Jewish
people and theiwr leaders appear as
villainous and as evil as possible

., The more concise ADL leaflet, pre-
pared by Roman Catholic scholar Leon-
ard Swidler of Temple University, cites
offimal church . statements on anti-
Semutism and Jewish-Christian rela-
tions_as they apply to_such dramas.
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' . OBERAMMERGAU, West Germany

.
"

ed 1 it

—Once every 10 years, the devoted
folk wn this Alpine village stage a
passion play that attiacts woirld at-
tention and scores another victory for
Iiving traditions

Dummg the nine years in befween,
the villageas act like most olhers
They gossip a lot, and guariel

However, one fieice 10w 1ccently
leit the town hilerly divided and
proved to be no ordinary rmal spat
Sparked by chai ges that the tradilional
play was antl Semtic, a dehate 1aged
here that took on the dimensions of |
an international scandal, diawlng in
Catholie and Jewish offidals and |
nearly tmining a few plowshares lnto
swords

For ihe moment, the feuding ap
pems to have dissolved with the melt
g snows, helped along by the sue
commetcial sense that an angiy town
15 bad for tourist business But when
the ewmtaln goes up next month on
the play’s 1980 veision, moie than
Just the Loird’s passion wall be reflect-

L) W 1 4

nuggled mn a remote valley of the
_Bavaman Alps, wheve blotches of
. white are still visible atop' a ciicle of

craggy peaks, Oberammergau 1s a '

pletme of pastoral tranquility The
town scems almost to be a painted
scene with quaint chalet style houses
and 1eligious murals on some build
mgs - ‘ Por o o o

Thete is also a venecer of wealth
evident in such things as the $6 mil-
lion town pool, complete with wave-
-making machine, pald for by the 1970
play perfoimances, . -

The play, which depiets the ey ueifix-
ion and iesurnicclion of Jesus, was
st staged in 1634 to fulfill a vow to
present il every decade in thanks fou
the ending of the black plague With a
‘cast of 600 and gnother 800 assisting
with costumes and staging—all ama
tems and local citizens—the play has
been presented 1cgularly for moie
than thiee centurics except on three
occasions when war mtervened

But increasingly since the end of
World War II and the Third Reich,
the play has been ecriticized abroad as
well as inside West Germany foir its
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Maier, a woodecarver and the play's
director ."We had been presenting it
long before Hitler " °

Erleh Sc!umd a hotel owner and
town council member added, “Any
thing in Christianity 1s anti Senutlc if
ypu want it to be”

There had been attempts before the
1960 and 1970 pr esentations to molhfy
foreign public opimon, by docloiing
the current script, written In the 19th
centuty, by Alols Daisenberget, a

I
"apparent anti Sermtic tenor and mes-’
sage
., Ten years ago, even the Vatlean,
"eommiited to a more ectumenical poh- -
€y, withheld 1its official sanction In.
" the Unifed States, about 70,000 tickels
and holel 1eservations weire canceled
*because the American Jewish Commit
_lee and {he B'nat Brith's Antidetama
Tlion League called for a boycott
; “This caused some residents, deter
nimed to 1econcile plous de\rmon with
profitable tounism, to give thought to
making the play ]ess obnoxjous
* In a village where one 18 rcgmded |
,as an outsider unless all four grand
* parents a1e buried in the local chwich
¢« yaud, traditions undeistandably die, Jgsus
“hard Besides, once 1msed on a diet of - A group of worrled burghers, led
Catholie fundamentalism, the aafts © by Hans Schw.tlghufcs, the head of
. men and:herders here never-have con-  Obelammel gau’s woodearving school,
sidered then play offensive and dets  dug oul fiom the aichives an older,
antlv reject the notion thnt they have" 18th century sciipt written by anothex
¢ anything against Jews' ‘ 't Ettal monk, ‘ Ferdinand Rosner
“Nobody here really thought the Though archaie in form and language
{play was antlSemitic,” said Hans * —it"1s wniten m 9,000 tetiameler

the effgcts had been laigely cosmetic
and falled to alter the play's stiident
tone o1 the (hyust of It§ message—col-
lective Jewlsh gplt for the death of

Passionate Debate in

monk at nemby Ettal Mouastery But

o

R

ve:ses—nt 15 free ot any tinge of anti “
Senutlan; and met the approval of
both: Catholic and Jewish officials
' The town councll also liked and ap
poved of the older script. But a vil-
lage majority did not They found. its
‘language stilted, its action overly dia-
matic and its grand style unbefitting
the slmple tastes oi this u.ny vﬂlage
lage

Besides, they feared that the new
velsion would scare off more, old tour- |
ists 1nstead of diawing new ones

+ So, m 1978, the town voted out the

, council and elected one that would

give them back thewr play. Faced

* again with the prospect of a US

Jewish . boycott, some Oberammer-.
gauers jolned with Catholie clergy-
men to edit the more objectionable
, mateiial out of the old text .

Gone is Pontius Pilate’s Iine, “The

. cuise be on you and your children”
_The scene of the Pharisees in the tem- |

ple, foumerly portrayed as a snarling :

mob hns heen toned tlo'wl:l to depict a
mild ciowd

For the first time, tlns line was add-
¢d to the prologue “Far be from us
all efforts to seek guilt among others
Welcome ta you, also, brothers and
sisteis of the race fiom_which Jesus
came"

The';play has long’been a way ,

of life for Obperammergau Children
start appearing in it at age 6, and
many look forwaid to the 'day they
are selected for a leading role

To search out the pest talent, train
g plays are held durlng the decade
between pertormances Being chosen
for a main part ranks as the highest
honor in town—perhaps a little too
high, since some actors have managed
to parlay their roles into political and
commelclal gains

“A lot of Americn{n people who
come here stay at the Hotel Alte
Post, because they know its owner
played Jesus twice,” said Paul Lindel

."  See PASSION, A20, Col. 3
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' TheSAmerican
il “Jewish Committee

> Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022 . 212/7514000 - Cable Wishcom,NY

June 19, 1980

The Chicago Catholaic
P.0. Box 11181
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Personal Attention: Mr. A. E. Wall
Gentlemen:

The report by Father James Kill on his viewing of
the Oberammergau Passion Play (June 6, 1980) was moving
and compassionate. If only all those who view the Play
had the same feelings as Father Kill! And yet, there
1s more to be saaid.

Having studied the text of the Play in advance and
having viewed one of the early performances in May on
behalf of the American Jewish Committee, I must tell
you that to many, the Passion Play remains a source of
continued anti~Semitism.

The text of the Play pits Jesus against the Jews
as a whole, failing to distinguish in any meaningful way
among different groups in the Jewish population, and also
minimizing, almost eliminating, reference to the pervasive
Roman role in the events of Holy Week. But more dis-
turbing, when one views the production and staging of the
Play which should be a message of love and hope for the
world as Father Kill so movingly points out - one
realizes that 1t i1s based on radicule, stereotypes and
caricatures of Jews, and that the beauty of the message
has been sullied!

In fixing guilt for the Crucifixion on the Jews as
a whole and in presenting Jews as despised people, the
Passion Play goes beyond the Gospels, contradicts the
teachings of Vatican Council II and rouses base emotions
. which do no honor to the very message of love and hope
of the Passion.

RICHARD MAASS President ™ ® BERTRAM H GOLD Executive Vice President
MAYNARD | WISHNER Chairman Board of Governors ®W MORTON K BLAUSTEIN Chaiman National Executive Councll @ HOWARD | FRIEDMAN Chairman Board of Trustees B
GERARD WEINSTOCK Treasurer W LEONARD C YASEEN Secretary ® ROBERT L HOROWITZ Associate Treasurer @ THEODORE ELLENOFF Chairman Executive Committee W
Honorary Presidents MORRIS B ABRAM ARTHUR J GOLDBERG PHILIP E HOFFMAN ELMER L WINTER ® Honorary Vice-Presidents MATHAN APPLEMAN RUTH R GODDARD
ANDREW GOODMAN JAMES MARSHALL WILLIAM ROSENWALD ® MAX M FISHER Honorary Chalrman National Executiva Council B MAURICE GLINERT Honorary Treasurer ®
JOHN SLAWSON Executive Vice President Emeritus ® Vice Presidents STANFORD M ADELSTEIN Rapid City S D DAVID HIRSCHHORN Baltmore MILES JAFFE Detroit ALFRED H MOSES
Washingten DC  ELAINE PETSCHEK Westchester MERVIN H RISEMAN New York RICHARD E SHERWOOD Los Angetes SHEAMAN H STARR Beston EMILY W SUNSTEIN Philadelphia
GEORGE M SZABAD Westchester ELISE D WATERMAN New York B
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The Chicago Catholic
June 19, 1980
Page 2

The American Jewish Committee, with all persons of
good will, deplores the continued anti-Jewish aspects of
the Oberammergau Passion Play. We believe that great
events can be presented for their own worth, not at the
expense of others.

SincerelyAours

Robéert S. Jacobs

National Chairman

Interreligious Affairs Commission
American Jewish Committee
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'theoherammam?mm 1980,” has been released by

Another Oberammergau

Ammm\rmmxmm

Semnitic spectacle.” The AJC the booklet because of

its “profound concern for contifiued Jewish-Christian under---

standing and cooperation,” "according  to: Rabbi- mufﬂ::tnr
nations] director of mterreligious affairs B

AJCEE 3 m b 28 %ﬁ:@f@ STAHY %

* The book, by Juditt H’mheupthnkl.mm

to Rabbi Tanenbaum, emphastes that. the: Ob

play-“is 2 work of fiction in some epispdes from.-

the Gospels, others and freely inventing scénes and..

characters with no basss by Christan Scripture™ 322 4+ 4]
mﬂmmmmmkh:gmdmr

impact that might result-at thé 1980 production..Single
copies of the book are available frée of charge by'writing to
nemsmmmnmmwvm
NY IR sl d AL R ul
- -id
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Representatwes of the

American Jewish Committee_and
—fhe Anti-Delamation League of-

I}

, , : x 3oF 3 The Brltmh prelate said he had '

I fidalali believes Pope John Paul II 18
Wor va l = b R + anclined to pursue unification with
the Church of England: “I know "
v mlhtu.ry-npqnaored tours to the (v, .+ & (In Rome, Vatican press spokes- ;' quite deflmtely that he 18 begin- °

Arha s»'mlno inside information but that: hd'ﬁﬂ&

i

B’nai B'rith said the 1980 Oberam- Oberammergau ppssion play in ' man, Father Romeo Pangiroly, told % « , ning to push,” the cardinal smd -
- mergau Passion Play 18 anti1-Semu 'Germany because of Jewish con- : »¢  NC News that'the Times" 'ﬁgum\; ¢ He predicted that with publica: «+¥
tic despite efforts of the West Ger- cerns that the revised plny 18 stilliv} @ 31 mught be approximately correct,”! " tion sometimg in 1981 of the joint -'
man town's officials, churchmen ' anti-Semitic v v‘ii fo but final figures for last year were. " -~ works of an 11-year old organiza- F‘*'
) snd plr"odl;cera to eh:tl:linate atnh- R T &l '; M' nlot yet avml:;lhleiﬂa said t;‘IO artl! tion of ;\?lghca;: ‘and 'Roman ,}
ewish references 1n the scrip 'was right inire rtin % Oatholic bishops, the pope and the .-
Rabbi Marc'H Tanenbaum,, 'y Vatican oParasgs in I'Bd '“ pustingsd g\;qrhcapxarchb:shopﬁf Canter- 5’

"

AJC national diwrector’ for inter-
religious affairs, said after seeing ..
the play that despite the cuts it-
presented an emotion-laden
portrayal of Jews as collectively
responsible for the death-of Jesus

Cardinal Josef Ratzinger of
Munich has said, “We must hear :
and read the text of the Passion
Play with greater sensitivity,” !
after the terrible eventa of the
Nazi permd ¥

The' Defense Department hns
ordared a stop to the promoticm ol’ "

auo the,p ted b

* London (NE) - a2t $0 L | "5*‘ Eﬁehut he I:Yglrﬂd* “g?‘gﬂrlf :I!i'a, 8" 'bury will form a new commssion '
' 'The Vatican had a deﬁcit m, ., amount ) f?fl o gAY ~''.{w " which. may take steps toward !,
1979 of about '25 b m!lllon. ahout i = it 13‘-' for !,d[“_u ‘hllﬂ 0 reunification ) v P
26 percent dhlghar than_ arlltlcl:; :i- et o be 0 e nadlt .;f . i | Foe g
pated, according to an article WG L ’ - 40 vepow
fhe Sunday Tumos'of London ' 41 'We must be scumenical’ " " pope to visit Brazil . |,

“‘Unless there are radlcal‘ 7 St Louis (NO)* y Lyraehn b 'ifi*r ~  Vatican City (NC) ‘1

i~ umprovements either in its income %, ,f «+v~»"You cannot raally be Roman . Pope John Paul II will go to *
or in 1ts financial management, in al 1. + Catholic today:without: being .‘, Brazil June 30 The Vatican Press
fact, the Vatican will be in a book- 1 % ecumenical,’! Cardinal Basil Hume! .-r*“ Office confirmed the starting date - o4

keeping sense—bankrupt in about "4* | i.-m ‘of Westmnster;* England, told an i/" %' of the Brazil trip It did not
five years,” said the article, writ- b1 """“ interfaith .gathering ‘ at - the St -3 2. announce the itinerary for Brazil i
ten by Tana de Zulueta and Fran-'}:’ :f';r Lowis Priory ‘He said Pope John'rg*‘ﬂ {, and said only that the trip will lant#tsb}

ceso D'Andrea, [ M ipt g Paul Il 18’ "va? ecumenical " %4+ “about 10 daya." P } e 8
) i vyt Hrini‘). b A edie by 2y g gy heyl
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date June 18, 1980

to Judith Banki

from Andrew Baker

LALS D D BE T2 ol €D LS ED LS

SOt Oberammergau

After a fair amount of digging, I discovered that there
1s a Midwest Region of the American Society of Travel
Agents. They publish an occasional newsletter and hold
monthly meetings. I talked with their president and
a couple of Jewish members of their board about circulating
our booklet among them. Thear next mailing will not go

. out until September, but they are meeting today in Chicago.
I have arranged for the attached letter along with copies
of "What Viewers Should Know..." to be distributed to
the twenty-five board members expected to attend. I am
also leaving additional copies of the letter for the region's
general membership who are invited to a dinner following
the board meeting. (One hundred or more are expected.)

I am not sure what will come of this, but I do not think
it will hurt. (I have also tried to calm some of the
travel agency officials with the promise not to make any
additional such request for another ten years.)

Best regards.

cc: Marc Tanenbaum
James Rudin
Harold Applebaum
Susie Schub
Roger Nathan
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" The American
il “fewish Committee

- CHICAGG CHAPTER « 55 East Jackson Blvd, Suite 1870 « Chicage, Ul 60604 . (312) 663-5500

June 17, 1980
Midwest Region, American Society of Travel Agents

As you are no doubt aware the Oberammergau Passion Play is
the most famous such play in the world. This year nearly
one half million people will view it; tickets are already
sold out.

The American Jewish Committee had been concerned that the
350 year old play reflected an anti-Jewish bias. Several
years ago we began work with the Bavarian Catholic Academy
and with the villagers of Oberammergau to seek revisions
in the play. The 1980 version reflects these changes.
Nevertheless, as welcome as such changes are, we do not
believe them to have gone far enough.

We have prepared a booklet for viewers of the play, entitled,
"What Viewers Should Know About the Oberammergau Passion

Play, 1980;" it analyzes the drama and provides both background
information and the commentary of Christian scholars. We

will be happy to make these booklets available free of charge
through your agencies to anyone traveling to Oberammergau

this summer. Our concern is not to discourage anyone from
viewing the passion play; rather, it is to encourage mutual
respect and understanding.

If you would like additional copies of this booklet, please
contact us at the above address. We stand ready to help you.

cerely,

Rabbi Andrew Baker
Chicago Director, Interreligious Affairs

SPRESIDENT Meta S Berger—VICE-PRESIDENTS Joan Adilman e Emily K Alschuler ® Jarry H Biedarman ® Ronald S Davis ® Howard S Naft ® Stanley M Newman ®
“Theodore H Pincus ® Nathaniel Sack ® Donald W Schaumberger ® Joseph L Straus ® Marshall L Zissman—SECRETARY, Waller Nathen—TREASURER Ardhur H Mornson—
CHAIRMAN, ADVISORY COUNCIL Frank L Su'zberger—EXECUTIVE BOARD Wilham H Aaron ® James Alter ® Madeline K Lelewer Baer * Lewts R Baron ® Deana N Bezark
*® Anne M Blitstein @ Barbara Borovsky ® James Borowitz @ Neal S Breskin ® Stanton Brody ® Rabb: Herbert Bronstein ®#Hollis B Buben ® Samuel M Budwig Jr ® Paul J
Cherner © Sanford Cohn @ Stephen A Comar ® Gary R Edidin @ Jerome L. Ettelson ® Joseph H Fink ® Robert F Fuchs ® Maurice Fulton ® Mark R Gelfeld ® Oscar L Gerber
“e-Roslyn Gibbs © Ralph W Giudwitz ® Howard A Gilbert ® Marjone Gilbert ® Sharon B Glazer ® Wiliam | Goldborg ® Lawrence S Goodman ®© Minam Greenblatt ® Jack
gGuthman © Laurence | Guthmann @ Carolyn B Heas ® King Harris © Frances A Hess ¢ Edwin E Hokin ® Robert S Jacobs e Ernest A. Karmin e Alexander S Knopller ®
Richard F Kotz ® Theodore H Krengel © Marcia E Lezar ® Joyce Leavitt ® Joseph Lelewer ® Norman Lettvin @ Daniel E Levin @ Melvin K Lippe ® Hamiton M Loeb Jr
® Donald 'S Lowitz ® Lewis Manilow ® Nancy Mann ® Donald Martin ® Richard A Meyer ¢ David H Moscow ® Shel Newberger ® Jules M Perlberg ® Hannah Prizant e
Wiliam E Rattnar ® Stanley | Rosenthal ® Donald | Roth ® Dawd R Rubin ® Susan B Rubnitz @ Leonard B Sax * Samue!l Wm Sax © Rabbi Herman E Schaaiman ® Joseph
¥5 “Scher ® Philip J Schiller ® Rabbl Robert D Schreibman © Baron Shafton ® Joy Simon ® Judith Simons ® Michael L Skiar ® Joseph Sondheimer ® Dawid M Spector e
FRuth Spiegel ® Josl J Sprayregen ® Mathamel Stampler » Alvn D Star ® Sherwin J Stone ® Sidney J Taylor ® Lillian Vittenson ® Sol 5 Weiner ® Ted Winter ® Maynard
| Wishner ® Cong Sidney R Yates

MIDWEST REGIONAL DIRECTOR Eugene Du Bow—MIDWEST REGIONAL STAFF Rabbl Andrew Baker ® Adrienne Goodman ® Sheryi Leonard @ David Roth
.y - - e { -
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Passion Play Still Hostile To Jews

NEW YORK, (JTA) - The 1980
Oberammergau Passion Play
began m that Bavanan, West
German willage as the American
Jewish Commuttee warned poten-
taal visitors that the play stll can
be viewed as hostile to Jews A
half million people are expected
to see the play this summer
which wvillagers have performed
at the beginming of every decade
sinceé 1680

In a 20-page booklet the
AJCommuttee has for
potential wisitors to Oberam-
mergau, they were warned that
despte ‘“‘a serious effort to
cleanse the play of anti-Jewish
polemic and prejudice,” the
pageant remains “rooted in a
tradition of hostility and con--
tempt toward Jews and Judaism
whuch prevailed for centuries and
shaped the attitudes of genera-
tions of Chnistians "

The booklet, entitled ‘‘What

Viewers Should Know about the
Oberammergau” and prepared
by Judith Herscopf Banki, the
AJCommuittee’s assistant nation-
al director of nterreligious
affairs, was published under a
grant from the Nathan Appleman
Institute for the Advancement of
Christian-Jewish Understanding
It was released at the AJCom-
muttee’s 74th annual meeting

Text Cut, But Not Rethought

The Oberammergau Passion
Play 1s a work of fiction,
incorporating some episodes
from the Gospels, 1gnoring others
and freely inventing scenes and
characters with no basis In
Christian Scripture, Bank said
She said the play was written
with a deliberate effort ‘‘to make
the Jewish people and their
leaders appear as villamous and
evil as possible ”

Atthe time the play was written,
Jews were charged with collect-
wve gult for the death of Jesus
and regarded as rejected by God
for refusing to accept Jesus, Mrs
Banki pointed out. She said today
this anti-Jewish theology has
been ‘“repudiated by major
Chrishian churches and replaced
by policies of respect and
understanding "’ But she said this
has not been reflected in the 1980
Oberammergau script

““The text has only been cut, not
rethought,” Banki said “The
traditional anti-Jewish polemuc
which shaped the earlier text has
not been questioned, nor have the
msights of modern biblical and
extrabiblical scholarship been
mcorporated into the dynamics of
the play "
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The Arizona Republic

* More than |ust the Lord s
. Passion will be reﬂectsd
’in the play

‘W. German town to unveil
its Passuon play — edated

dmt.ed folk 1 this Alpme willage
(Stage a Passion play that attracts

{.world attention and scores another
uctary for living traditions.

qugvuzpaln&.andquml. .

‘' However, one fierce row recently
‘left the town bitterly divided and

‘proved to be no ordinary rural spat.

Sparked by charges that the tradi-
tional play was anti-Semitic, a de-
bate ‘raged here that took on the
“dimensions of an internatinal scan-

I ..tha laiﬂphypeﬁomm -
. " Tluphy.whchdsp:d;thn
~fixion and Resurrection

; =present it every decade in thanks for

" Zthe ending of the black plague With

"aa 1 cast.: of 600 and Yanother 800
-Fmitmg with' eoutumen and staging

= the play has been presented regularly |
for more than three cen ‘except
on three oommm wban war nter- .
-uned ", bl '
o Bl.tt In:mmngiy l.mu the cnd of
-'Wariqull,t.hephyhuhun
Zenticized ) for 'its apparent anti-’
"’Semuc tenor' Ten, 'years ago, thn
%-Vatican withheld 1ts official sanction.
"-In the: United  States, about 70,000
= tickets and. hotel reservations were
| [=tanceled ‘after the Amencan Jewish
| '‘=Commuttee and .the B'nai Bnth’s
= Anti-defamation lugua'uﬂnd for a
1 =boycott +7 :
! 'fButmsnlh;awheumam
' Zregarded as an outsider-unless all -
=four grand are buried 1n the
“local churchyard, traditions die hard
..The craftemen and herders here

-mever have considered thew play part'before, while the other 18 Rudi
iwoffensive and defiantly reject the Zwnk, 21, the mayor’s son and a-

* notion that they hnﬂ any‘t.hmx
:-qunstdewa

= “Nobody here really tbought tln
,play was anti-Semitic,” said Hans
= Maier, a woodcarver and the play's
ﬂdxm:tor “We had been presenting 1t
-Iong before Hitler ”

% There had been attempts before
Zthe 1960 and 1970 presentations to
~mollify foreign public opimion by
doctonng the current script, wnitten
_=in the 18th century by Alows Dasen-

_ Saturday, May 17, mn
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of 1ts
gult for the death of Jesus:: '

Afewynﬁcqo.amupnfmed'

:Ej
=3
g
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Ny
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esus came.” I ,'+|

{ Theplayhnlongbaunlwu
hife for residents of eommumt)"
Chﬁdmbegmappo&mamltntm
G.mdmmylookfarwndwthedny
'they are selected for a leading role. ',
‘To search out the best ‘talent,
tnmmgplllﬂlnhﬂd d

managed to par
-political and co
- Hopmmdumuthummh.th'

Tto

alurmumthnyur’aperfnrminm’
Thus should make for some inter-

esting compansons Of the two
Chnsts, one 1 tradesman G

regor
Bretsamter, 48, who has played the

g
15}

dental lmdenl. who regards Jesus as
tha ulmnu anti-establishment 5¢ .

Ahnl!mlhmmtonm
umsxzmmmcmmm
s l.hopkupm this summer-,
earmar or a new house and
& bypass road s

The play will be performed 100
times between May 25 and Sept 27
Each performance lasts six hours

mtbmmhm_n_pmfwlqnch ”
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Passion Play Anti-Semitic

Jewish Groups Charge
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stants Switch
ns, Study Flnds .

Jews Declare -

NEW YORK (P-A group“of
Amernican Jewish Commuttee officzals,
just back from wemmcm
Oberammergau passion play, s
1980 veron of the dramatized death
ofJemswasa"mghtmmofmu. P
se%%mlsmed tha

€ tat:uqns
had been made since the 346-year- .
old pageant’s last performance m 1970 °
to excige some blatantly anti-Jewsh .
passages. But they said the cha:h
were not sufficient.

About 80,000 Amencans see tbe
DIWI Marc Tanen- |,
b:%%ﬁgmkeﬂm%
g n 15 not seeking 3 boycol

ating < hlet poin
ut the and bl errory
eesin roduction L
uh'l'h'é Pentagon whas ordered U
tary officials to stop pi

urs to the passion playandsnnl;g

ectanan events” (Both the AL

d the Ant-Defamation Leagu

ve c,lasmed credit for prompting u:
'er






