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®ffice of the President November 20, 1983 @able Abdress “‘Bulne”

TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE "GAUDIUM ET SPES™ CONFERENCE:

The warmest of welcomes to Notre Dame! The deliberations of
the next three days will underscore anew the close and vital relation-
ship between the Church and this University.

On the eve of the conference you may be interested in viewing
the ABC-TV film, "The Day After.” It will be screened Sunday at 8 p.m.
in the College of Engineering Auditorium, just a short distance from The
Morris Inn.

Breakfast on Monday will be served in the private dining rooms
of the Inn between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. Come and go at your convenience.
There is no program.

There will be other announcements at the opening conference
session in the Center for Continuing Education, across the street from
the Inn, at 9:30 a.m.

I am sure that the conference will be a rewarding experience

for all of us with important implications for the Church and for Notre
Dame as it seeks to serve the Church.

Sincerely yours,

\/ &Le
j{t,/ ju..‘zx—, =
! (Rev.) Theodore M. Hesbungh, C.S.C.

President
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' Gffics of the President
July 8, 1983

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc:

d.u.@u&-nﬁﬁﬂé'

As you may have heard, last year Pope John Paul Il established
a Pontifical Council for Culture. The initial twelve members, from
twelve different countries across the world, met with the Holy Father
in Rome last January and will meet with him again next January.

At our first meeting, I suggested that it might be a good idea
to have the Council meet in various parts of the world with scholars
who are concerned generally with culture and its various manifesta-
tions across the world. We have been planning the first such meeting

at the University of Notre Dame next November 21-23

Monday through

Wednesday, of this year. The general theme of our conference would
be "Gaudium et Spes and Culture." As you know, the Vatican II doc-
ument entitled "Gaudium et Spes," The Church and the World Today,

first initiated in a formal conciliar document the interaction be-
tween the Church and culture. This has been a particularly fruitful
theme that occurs again and again in most of the allocutions of

Pope John Paul II. It seemed a good place to begin our discussions.

The suggested program for the three days is as follows:

I. Monday, November 21. Theme: Gaudium et Spes and Culture

A.M. Gaudium et Spes: How it came to be; what it tried
to do; what it has achieved (Bernard Lambert, O.P.,

Quebec)

P.M. The meaning of culture; dialogue with culture; the
. evangelization of culture (Herve Carrier, S.J., Rome)

II. Tuesday, November 22. Theme: Gaudium et Spes and Latin

America

A.M. The impact of Gaudium et Spes on the lifé-of the
Church in Latin America; Medellin, Puebla, and the
pastoral realization of this process (Archbishop

Mark McGrath, C.S.C., Panama)

P.M. The influence of Gaudium et Spes in the problematic
" of the evangelization of culture in Latin Americaj;
evangelization, liberation, and popular culture
(Juan Carlos Scannone, S.J., Buenos Aires, Argentina)




ITI. Wednesday, November 23, Theme: Gaudium et Spes and
North America . i

A.M. The i1ssue of war and peace; the U.S. Bishops'
Pastoral Letter (J. Bryan Hehir, Washington, D.C.)

P.M. The dialogue of economics; The Canadian Bishops'
Pastoral Letter (Bishop Remi de Roo, Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada)

I am enclosing a list of members of the Pontifical Councal
for Culture All of them will be invated, as well as about fifty
other invitees as listed. To those who intend to come, I will
also send the background materials on the Pontifical Council for
Culture.

I regret that we do not have funds to cover travel costs to
the conference, but I can extend the hospitality of the Unaversity
for room and lodging for the three davs of conference. Lodging will
be in the Morras Inn on the campus and the meetings will take place
in our Q99&gI—fﬂI—QQEEEEEfEEFEEEEEEEEPv across the road from the
Ion. It would be best to arrive on Sunday night, November 20. Of
course, lodging would continue for those who would wish to remain

the night of the 23rd. For non-Americans, I should indicate that
November 24 1s our national holiday of Thanksgiving.

The format for the conference 1s quite informal with a 45
minute introductory paper, followed by a short commentary by one or
two members of the Pontifical Council and then open discussion from
the guests present. We would hope to publish the proceedings after
the conference. Simultaneous tramslation will be available in
French, English, and Spanish.

I do hope 1t will be possible for you to accept this invitataon
to what promises to be an important conference. I await word from
you.

All best waishes.
Cordially yours;/ —

Lo J

(Rev.) Theodore M. Hesbu¥gh, C.S.C.
President 5
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Address of His Holiness John-Paul II

to the Pontifical Council for Culture

Tuesday, January 18, 1983
Your Eminences,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlenen,
1 It 1s with special joy that I welcome, for the first time, and officially,
the Pontifical Council for Culture. First of all, T would 11ke to thank the
members of the international Council whom I recently appointed and who re-
sponded so quickly to the i1nvitation to meet 1n Rome 1n order to discuss the
orientation and the future activities of the Pontifical Council for Culture.
Your presence on this Council 1s an honor and a source of hope for the Church
Your acknowledged reputations 1n widely diverse areas of culture, of the sciences,
of the humanities, of the media, in umversities, and 1n sacred disciplines,
allows one to anticipate fruitful work from thi1s new Council that I decided
to create, taking my inspiration from the directives of the Second Vatican
Counc1l.

2. The Second Vatican Council has given a new dynamism 1in the domain of cul-

ture, especially 1n the Constitution Gaudium et spes. Today 1t 1s 1ndeed an

arduous task to understand the extreme variety of cultures, of customs, of
traditions, and of civilizations At first sight, the challenge can seem to
be beyond us, but 1s not this very challenge proportionate to our faith and
to our hope? During the Second Vatican Council, the Church recognized that
a dramatic gap had established 1tself between the Church and culture The
modern world 1s fascinated by i1ts conquests, and 1ts scientific and techno-

logical achievements But, too often the modern world gives 1tself over to



1deologies, to ethical criteria dictated by practicality,to behavior which 1s
1n contradiction to the Gospels, or which, at least, calmly discounts Christian
values

3. Therefore, 1t 1s 1n the name of the Christian faith that the Second Vatican

Council commtted the whole Church to Tisten to modern man 1n order to under-

stand him and to invent a new kind of dialogue which would permt the origin-
ality of the Gospel message to be carried to the heart of contemporary
mentalities. We must then rediscover the apostolic creativity and the pro-
phetic power of the first disciples 1n order to face new cultures Christ's
word must appear in all of 1ts freshness to the young generations whose atti-
tudes are sometimes so difficult to understand for the traditionally-minded,
but who are far from being closed to spiritual values

4 Many times I have affirmed that the dialogue between the Church and the
cultures of the world has assumed a vital importance for the future of the
Church and of the world. If I may be allowed today to do so, I would like to

return to this subject 1n order to emphasize two principal and complementary

aspects which correspond to the two areas 1n which the Church 1s active that

of the evangelization of cultures and that of(EE;.defense of man and of nis

cultural advanceme Both of these tasks demand that new pathways of dialogue

between the Church and the cultures of our period be e]aboratedl

This dialogue 1s absolutely i1ndispensable for the Church, because other-
wise evangelization will remain a dead letter. Saint Paul did not hesitate
to say "Woe to me 1f I do not preach the Gospel!" At the end of the twen-
tieth century, as i1n the Apostle's time, the Church must be all things to
all people, embracing today's cultures sympathetically There are still
classes and mentalities, countries, and entire areas to be evangelized, which

presupposes a long and courageous process of 1nculturation so that the Gospel




can penetrate the soul of Tiving cultures fulfilling their highest expectations
and making them grow proportionately 1n Christian faith, hope;, and charity
The Church, through 1ts missionaries, has already accomplished i1ncomparable
work on all continents, but this missionary work 1s never completed, because
sometimes cultures have only been affected superficially, and, 1n any case,
as cultures continually change, they demand a renewed approach Let us even
add that this noble term of mission applies henceforth to old civilizations
marked by Christianity, but which are nov threatened with 1ndifference,
agnosticism, or even 1rreligion. In addition, new sectors of culture are
appearing, with diverse objectives, methods, and languages Intercultural
dialogue 1s therefore a must for Christians 1n all countries

5 In order to evangelize effectively, it 1s necessary to adopt resolutely

an_attitude of exchange and of comprehension 1n order to sympathize with the

cultural 1dentity of nationalities, of ethnic groups, and of varied sectors
of modern society [oreover, 1t 1s necessary to work for a greater closeness
a;ong cultures, so that the umiversal values of man w11l be accepted every-
where 1n a spirit of fraternity and solidarity. Consequently, evangelization
presupposes the penetration of the specific 1dentity of each culture and also
favors exchanges among cultures, opening all of them to universal values and,
I would even say, to the values of catholicity.

It was 1n thinking of this heavy responsibil1ty that I wanted to create
the Pontifical Council for Culture, 1n order to give the whole Church,both
1ts leaders and the faithful,a strong i1ncentive to become aware of the duty
that 1s 1ncumbent upon all to 1isten carefully to modern man, not in order to
approve all of his behavior, but rather in order to discover first of all ms

latent hopes and aspirations This 1s why I have i1nvited bishops, those who

work 1n the various seryices of the Holy-See, 1nternational Catholic

"



organizations, universities, and all men of faith and of culture to commt
themselves with conviction to a dialogue among cultures, bringing to this
dialogue the salvific word of the Gospel.

6. We must, 1n addition, remember that Christians have much to receive 1in

this dynamc relationship between the Church and the contemporary world The
Ecumenical Council of Vatican II emphasized this point and 1t 1s appronriate
to remember 1t  The Church has been greatly enriched by acquisitions from so
many civilizations The secular experienceé of so many nationalities, the
progress of science, the hidden treasures of diverse cultures, through which
the nature of man becomes more fully visible, and through which new paths
toward the truth open up, all of that 1s an i1ndisputable advantage for the

Church as the Counc1l recognized (cf. Gaudium et spes, n. 44) And this en-

richment continues. Indeed, think of the results of scientific research which
have 1ed to a better knowledge of the universe, to a deeper understanding of
the mystery of man, think of the advantages that the new means of communica-
tion and contact among men have procured for society and for the Church, think
of the capacity of producing innumerable economic and cultural goods, and
especially of promoting the education of the masses, and of healing formerly
incurable diseases. What admirable achievements! All of this 1s to man's
credit And all of this has greatly benefited the Church 1tself, in 1ts 11fe,
1ts organization, 1ts work, and 1ts own labor. Thus, 1t 15 understandable that
the People of God, 1n solidarity with the world 1n which they Tive, would
recognize the discoveries and accomplishments of our contemporaries and par-
ticipate 1n them as much as 1s possible so that man himself may grow and de-
velop to the full extent of his potentiality This presupposes a great

capacity to accept and to admire, but also a clear sense of discernment And,

now, I would T1ke to elaborate upon this last point.



7. In urging us to evangelize, our faith inspires us to love man himself.

And, man, today, more than ever before, needs to be defended against the

threats which weigh upon h1s development. The love that we draw from the spring
of the Gospel, 1n the wake of the mystery of the Incarnation of the Word, bring
us to proclaim that man merits honor and love for himself and must be respected
in his dignity Thus, brothers must learn again to speak to each other as
brothers, to respect each other, to understand each other, so that man himself

may survive and grow 1n dignity, liberty, and honor. To the extent that the

modern world stifles dialogue among cultures, 1t heads towards conflicts which
run the risk of being fatal for the future of human civilization Beyond
prejudices and cultural barriers, of racial, linguistic, religious, and 1deo-
logical separation, human beings must recognize themselves as brothers and
sisters, and accept each other 1n their diversity.

8. The lack of understanding among men makes them run a fatal risk. But man

1s also threatened 1n his biological being by the 1rreparable deterioration

of the environment, by the risk of genetic manipulations, the attacks
against unborn 11fe, and by torture which 1s currently sti11 seriously widespread
Our Tove for man must give us the courage to denounce 1deas which reduce the
human being to a thing that one can manipulate, humliate, or arbitrarily
eliminate.

Man 1s also insidiously threatened i1n h1s moral being, because he 1s

subject to hgdon1st1c‘curr£nts which exacerbate his 1nstincts and fascinate

him with 11Tusions of consumption without discrimination. Public opinion 1s
manipulated by the deceitful suggestions of powerful advertising,the one-
dimensional values of which ought to make us critical and vigilant

In addition, man 1s currently humliated by economic systems that exploit

entire collectivities Furthermore, man 1s also the victim of certain



political or 1deological regimes that imprison the soul of the people. As

Christians, we cannot keep silent and we must denounce this cultural oppression
which prevents people and ethnic groups from being themselves in conform ty
with their profound vocation It 1s through these cultural values that the
1ndividual or collective man lives a trﬁ]y human 11fe and one cannot tolerate
that his reasons for 1iving be destroyed. History will judge our period
severely to the extent that 1t has stifled, corrupted, and brutally enslaved
cultures 1n so many areas of the world.

9 It 1s in this sense that I was eager to proclaim to UNESCO, before the
assembly of all nations, what I am permtting myself to repeat to you today

"It 1s essential to affirm man for himself, and not for any other motive or

reason uniquely for himself! HMoreover, 1t 1s necessary to love man because
he 1s man, 1t 15 necessary to demand love for man because of the particular
dignity that he possesses The whole of these affirmations concerming man
belong to the very substance of Christ's message and of the mission of the
Church, despite everything that critics have been able to declare on the
matter, and everything that the diverse currents opposed to religion 1in
general and to Christianity in particular may have done." (Address to UNESCO,
June 2, 1980, n 10) This message 1s fundamental for making possible the
work of the Church 1n the contemporary world. This 1s why I wrote in the con-

clusion of the encyclical Redemptor hominis that "man 1s and 1s always becom-

1ng the 'way' for the daily 1i1fe of the Church"(n 21) Yes, man 1s "the
way of the Church," because without thi1s respect for man and his digmty, how
could one announce to him the words of 11fe and of truth?

10. Thus, 1t 1s 1n remembering these two principles of orentation--evangeli-

zation of cultures and defense of man--that the Pontifical Council for Culture

w11l pursue 1ts own work On one hand, 1t 1s required that the evangelizer




familiarize himself wjtp_the soc1o-cu1tura1 environments 1n which he nmust

announce the word of God, more 1mportant, the Gospel 1s itself a léavéning
agent for culture to the extent that 1t reaches man in his manner of thinking,
bheaving, working, enjoying himself, that 1s, as it reaches him in his cultural
specificity On the other hand, our faith gives us confidence in man--1n man
created 1n the 1mage of God and redeemed by Christ--i1n man whom we want to

defend and to love for himself, conscious as we are that he 1s man only because

of h1s culture, that 1s, because of his freedom to grow 1ntegrally and with
all of his specific ab111£1es Your task 1s difficult but splendid. Together
you must contribute to blazing new paths for the Church's dialogue with the
contemporary world How can one speak to the heart and to the intelligence

of modern man 1n order to announce to him the salvific word? How can one make
our contemporaries more sensitive to the intrinsic value of the human being,
to the digmity of each individual, to the hidden wealth 1n each culture?

Your role 1s great, because you must help the Church to become a creator of

culture 1n 1ts relationship with the modern world We would be unfaithful to
our mission to evangelize the present generations, 1f we left Christians with-
out an understanding of new cultures. We would also be unfaithful to the
spirit of charity which must animate us, 1f we didn't see 1n what respects

man 1s today threatened in his humanity, and 1f we did not proclaim by our
words and actions, the necessity of defending i1ndividual and collective man,
of saving him from the oppressions and enslavements which humliate him

11 In your work you are 1nvited to collaborate with all men_of good will

You wi1ll discover that the spirit of good 1s mysteriously at work 1n so many

of our contemporaries, even 1n some of those who do not claim affiliation witn

any religion, but who seek to accomplish honestly and with courace thelr human

vocation Think of so many fathers and mothers, so many teachers and students,



of workers dedicated to their tasks, of so many men and women devoted to the
cause of peace, the common good, 1nternational cooperation and justice Think
also of all of the researchers who devote themselves with moral constancy and
rigor to their useful work for society, of all the eager artists and creators
of beauty Do not hesitate to enter i1nto dialogue with all of these persons
of good will, many of whom perhaps secretly hope for the testimony and support
of the Church i1n order better to defend and promote the true progress of man
12. I warmly thank you for having come to work with us. In the name of the
Church, the Pope 15 counting a great deal upon you, because as I said in the
letter by which I created 1t, your Council "will bring regularly to the Holy-
See the echo of the great cultural aspirations throughout the world, delving
into the expectations of contemporary civilizations and exploring new paths
of cultural dialogue." Your Council will have above all else the value of
witnessing You must show Christians and the world the deep interest that
the Church has 1n the progress of culture and in a fruitful dialogue among
cultures, as 1n their beneficial encounter with the Gospel Your role cannot
be defined once and for all and a prior1  experience will teach you the most
efficacious means of action and those best adapted to the circumstances Keep
n reqular contact with the Executive Commttee of the Council--whom I con-
gratulate and encourage--participate 1n their actions and in their research,
propose your initiatives to them, and inform them of your experiences. What
1s evidently requested of the Council for Culture, 1s to implement 1ts activ-
1ty by means of dialogue, ;nsp1rat10n, testimony, and research. There 1s 1n
those activities a particularly fruitful manner for the Church to be present
1n the world and to révea] to 1t the always new message of Christ the Redeemer
With the approach of the Jubilee of the Redemption, I pray Christ to

inspiré you, to help you, so that your work will serve his plan, his Work of
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salvation And, with all my heart, I thank you 1n advance for your coopera-

tion, I bless you, 1n the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

-
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®ffice of tie Presidert

Hnigersity of Notre Bame
Naotre Bame, Indizna 46555

October 3, 1983

Rabb1 Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc

I am enclosing some background materials I
promised, as well as the names of those who have
accepted thus far. Because of Summer dislocation, I
1magine we will be receiving a few more late
acceptances before the time of the meet1ng. A1l those
li1sted as speakers have confirmed.

I am looking forward to seeing you and anticipate
a fine Conference.

A11 best wishes.

Cord1a1yurs,

(Rev.) Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C.
President

Table Abddress *“Bnlac”
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Return to:

President's Office
University of Notre Dame
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July 21, 1983
|

The Reverend Theodore M. Hesburgh\
President _
University of Notre Dame |
Notre Dame, Indiana 46556

My dear Father Ted,
Your letter of July 8th was a most welcome one.

The concept of the conference that you are convening in relation to
the Pontifical Council for Culture 1s an extraordinarily gifted one.
I feel privileged to be invited byiyuu and I am honored to accept
your thoughtful invitation.

;
I first heard about the Pontifical Council during our last joint
meeting with Vatican authorities in Milan and we had and opportunity
to discuss 1ts importance at that time.

I hope everything has been going wel] with you. I need to come back
to you about trying to help out on the immigration and refugee front.
I have been working ciosely with Archb1shop Bevilacqua and others 1in
several interreligious efforts in support of enlightened refugee
policy.

With warmest good wishes for a ple%sant and restful summer, I am,
Cordially, as ever,

Rgbb1 Marc H. Tanenbaum
Ngt1ona1 Interreligious Affairs Director

Enclosures  Stockholm p/r, n/1 1

MHT :RPR

bc. D. Feldstein, S. Hirsh, M. Alperin, M. Yarmon, J. Banki

HOWARD | FRIEDMAN President = & DONALD FELDSTEIN Executve Vice-President
THEODORE ELLENOFF Chaw Board of Governors L ALFRED H MOSES Chair National Executive Council L] ROBEAT § JACOBS Chair Board of Trustees =
E ROBERT GOODKIND Treasurer L SHIRLEY M SZABAD Secretary L EMILY W SUNSTEIN Associate Treasurer - RITA E HAUSER Charr Executive Committee a
Honorary Presidents MORR:S B ABRAM ARTHUR J GOLDBERG PHILIP E HOFFMAN RICHARD MAASS ELMICR L WINTEF MAYNARD | WISHNER ®m  Honorary Vice-Presidents NATHAN APPLEMAN
MARTIN GANG RUTH R GODDARD ANDREW GOODMAN RAYMOND F KRAVIS JAMES MARShALL WiLLIAM ROSENWALD L] MAX M FISHER Honorary Char Natonal Executive Council L]
MAURICE GUNERT Honorary Treasuer ® Executsve Vice-Presicents Emert JOHN SLAWSON BEATRAM H GOLD ™ Vice-Presiderts NORMAN E ALEXANDER Westchester EDWARD £ ELSON Atanta
RICHARD J FOA Philagelphia HOWARD A GILBERT Chicago ALAN C GREENBERG New York RUBERT H HAINES New York JOHN O LEVY St Lows, ROBERT L PELZ Westchester LEON RABIN Dallas;
GORDON S ROSENBLUM Denver DAVID F SOUIRE Sosttn @
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meeting with Vatican authorities in Milan and we had and opportunity
to discuss 1ts importance at- that time.
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