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SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER 

STAT~MENI BY RABBI MARVIN HIER, DEAN OF THE 
SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER--WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 1984 
AT NEW YORK PRESS CONFERENCE, WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 1984 
~EW EVIDENCE SHOWS RAUFF HAD CONNECTION WITH HIGH 

CHURCH OFFICIALS 

, 0'.l 

We would like to put on record, this morn~pg, new evidence that makes it difficult 

to believe the Vatican's contention that Nazi War Criminal Walter Rauff was given )' 

refuge in Rome for a year and a half beginning in 1947, without the knowledge of 

important Church officials, or that he stayed there without anybody knowing who 

Walter Rauff really was. 

The new evidence we have produced, after a four-month investigation, does not 

support their claim. A secret United States Government interrogation report 

on Walter Rauff shows that he had a close working relationship with Monsignor 

Oon Giuseppe Bicchierai and Cardinal Ildefonso Schuster. n11s relationship began 

in December 1943 and lasted until the end of the War in 1945. 

The report and other documents show that Rauff held meetings with these Church 

officials on numerous occasions in his capacity as head of the S.D. in Northern 

Italy. 

These were no ordinary churchmen. Cardinal Schuster was one of the most respected 

and powerful leaders of the Church. He was mentioned as a possible successor to 

Pope Pius XI. Msgr. Bicchierai was both a p·riest and a lawyer1 charged with 

conducting the surrender negotiations on behalf of the Cardinal --both with 

Mussolini and the Nazis. These negotiations, according to Sister Pascalina (Pope 

Pius XII' s aide and confidante) were carried out through the Archdiocese of Milan 

at the specific request of Pope Pius XII. 

t since he served as Walter Rauff became a key figure 1n those negotia ions, 

adJunct to SS General Karl Wolff , the highest ranking SS officer in Italy. That 
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Rauff had a close relationship with Bicchierai is further evidenced by his 

disclosure of having exchanged personal gifts with Biccnierai, and by Cardinal 

Schuster's JOurnal entry which discloses that Rauff circumvented an order from 

Gestapo Chief Harster to arrest Bicchierai. 

This information, coupled with the fact that Rauf f was known even to Allen 

Dulles of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) when Rauf f traveled to Switzerland 

in February 194'.5 to negotiate with a Swiss Intelligence official, strongly suggests 

that he was known by officials of the Church with whom he regularly communicated 
for a period of two years. 

We believe that Walter Rauff, when he escaped from Rimini Detention Center on 

December 29, 1946 and made his way to Rome, was a very desperate man in search 

of refuge. 

During those difficult days Rauff, a shrewd and cunning man, must have used the 

Church connections that he had carefully cultivated over a two year period. Surely 

it is reasonable to conclude that Rauff would have told the priests who helped him 

all about h~s good standing with Bicchiera! and Schuster. Indeed, it is even 
possible to believe that Schuster and Bicchierai knew about Rauff 's long stay 

in Rome in "convents of the Holy See" -- as he described his refuge to a Chilean 

court in 1962. 

It is also reasonable to presume that Pope Pius XII would have known about Walter 

Rauff as he monitored the ultimately fruitless negotiations for the surrender of 

Nazi-occupied Italy. We believe the Vatican has a grave responsibility to, once 

and for all, clear the air by 1nvest1gat1ng the facts pertaining to Walter Rauff's 

stay in Rome and to make public all the pertinent documents -- specifically all 
the comI1JUnications Cardinal s~huster se~t to the Vatican; the names of the 

priests and officials who dealt with Waite~ Rauff in Rome, and; the source from 
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whom, Rauff received his financial support and passport documents. This, 

after all, is not a theoretical exercise we are engaged in. Walter Rauff is no 

relic of an ancient c~vil1,zation. He symbolizes all that is corrupt and 

evil in man and it is the moral duty of all who may have wittingly or 

unwittingly aided and abetted his escape to bring out the truth about 

this murderer of 250,000 men, women and children. 

Rec ently, the Vatican has shown its great infl uence with President Pinochet 

by getting Chile to grant safe passage to the four terrorists who murdered 

the Governor of Santiago. Pinochet bowed to Vatican pressure withou t regard 

1 OJ 

for the normal due process of law. It 1s surely the responsibility of the Church 

to show similar concern 1n the case of one of the most notorious Nazi War Criminals 

for whom they provided shelter. 

The Vatican's stake is greater than the member nations of the European 

Parliament who two and a half month~ ago voted unanl.lllously to formally ask 

Chile to expel Walter Rauff so that he can stand trial in West Germany. Failure 

to respond to this call of conscien~e can only be taken as further evidence that 

there are those in the Vatican with something to hide in the case of Walter Rauff. 

lfllflllllfl O 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT RAB~t _MARVIN HIER AT THE SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER'S 

NEW YORK OFFICE AT (2ll) 370-0320. 
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Declassified Documents Reveal Close Relationship 
Between Nazi War Cnnunal Walter Rauff and High Chl!rch Officials, 

Reveal New Details on Gassing of Jews During WWII 

Confidenhal Uruted States government documents released to the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, covenng a wide range of issues, detail a substantial and ongomg relationship 
between Nazi war cnmmal Walter Rauff and high officials of the Catholic church during 
the second world war. They further reveal heretofore unknown informahon about the 
mass gassing program under Rauff's superv1s1on m 1942 

In ? May 1942 report to Walter Rauff- then an SS Obersturmbannfuehrer-Rauff was 
warned that the true purposes of camouflaged "Death Vans" would eventually leak out 
" we shall not be able to keep this camouflage secret a very long time " (See Fact #2) A 
modiftcahon of the mass killmg procedure was suggested m the same report 

'The gassing is not done in the nght manner In order to get the work over as 
quickly as possible, the dnver grves full gas Through these measures the people to be 
executed die from suffocation and not as foreseen by berng put to sleep My method has 
praued that by releasing pressure on the lever at the nght time death comes more 
quickly distorted faces and excretrons whrch have been prev10usly seen, are not more 
to be observed I am foavmg for Group B where you can forward me fu.rther 
mformatron " 

Signed, SS Unterstunnfuehrer Becker 

Other documents show that OSS agent (later CIA chief) Allen Dulles wa,s aware of 
Rauffs February 1945 tnp to Switzerland where he met with a high-ranking Swiss 
intelligence official (see Fact #8) They also show that m 1947 the US government tned­
apparently without success-to enlist the mterventlon of the Holy See by detailing the 
charges of the La Vista Report to stop the abuse of church relief agenaes by "secret agents" 
and "unscrupulous persons engaged m ill1c1t and clandestine act1v1hes" (see Fact #3) 

Additional documents further reveal that 20 Nazis who escaped from the allied 
detention center m Rmuru on July 22, 1946 (the same camp Rauf! escaped from five months 
later) were traced to an escape route hoked duectly to Vatican offioals. The report shows 
the escapees making their way to Rome where they acquired Red Cross visas and letters of 
recommendahon from the Vahcan As a result of this, the C I C agent making the report 
stated that a smular chain exists "m every nation's Vahcan delegation" This agent 
recommended to hiS supenors that a ''complete curtailment of passport services of the 
lntemabonal Red Cross be considered, and that a policy of action against refugee 
agenoes which are trafficking m illegal ururugratlon also be considered" (See Fact #16) 

Rauff and the Church 

The 1945 U S Intelligence Report on Walter Rauf£ asserted Rauff was a dangerous man 
who brought with lum" political gangstensm to stream-lined perfectzon "and" ever­
lasting malice tawards the All res "The Report said that Radf would be a "menace tf ever set 
free, and failing actual elzminatron he's recommended for lifelong internment" (see Fact #13) 
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Rauff told hJS interrogators that he had numerous meehngs and exchange of letters 
with Monsignor Don Giuseppe Bicchierai as well as w1th the Archbishop of Milan, 
Cardinal Ildefonso Schustei;. between 1943-1945 (see Facts N1 & #4) (Schuster, who was 
the Cardinal of Mtlan from 1929-1954, was a powerful hgure in the Church He was, at 
nmes, considered a possible candidate for the Papacy, and was known as a hery opponent 
of Comrnurusm ) (See Fact 114) Rauff asserted that as the top SD officer m Northern Italy 
it was essential for lum to estabhsh "officuzl contact" with the Church m order to mamtam "a 
direct exchange of views " (See Fact #5) He described B1cch1erai as secretary to Cardinal 
Schuster and as a person who "wields great influence'' on the Cardmal's "pol1tical outlook;' in 
particular, and the clergy, m general (see Fact #6) 

In hlS post-World War Il memorrs, Cardmal Schuster said that Rauff had thwarted a 
Gestapo order to arrest Bicchierai (see Fact #7) Other sources show that Bicch1erai in tum 
helped obtain a Red Cross visa to Switzerland for one of Rauffs mformers (see Fact #9) 
Noted h1stonan and former Bnbsh Intelligence officer, Srr Wilham Deakin, flatly stated 
that "B1cch1era1 and Schuster had more than a correct relationship with the Germans" (See Fact 
#11) In fact, Pope Pius XII entrusted Schuster-a close personal friend of the previous 
Pope, Pius XI-to represent the Vatican in various surrender proposals involVlllg both 
Mussolini and the Germans during 1944-1945 (see Fact #12) ~er WWII, Cardinal 
Schuster warned that Europe "absolutely needed" Germany, because without her, Russia 
would reach across Europe to threaten France and England (see Fact #14) 

In a chapter deahng with Walter Rauff, Fredench Jarschel, a former member of the 
"Odessa," usmg the pen-name of Werner Brockdorff, stated m hlS book, "Flucht vor 
Numberg;'' that Walter Rauff established contact with the Vaban in 1943 when he was 
staboned in Rome Later, as secunty chief m Northern Italy, he enlarged upon those 
connecbons and remamed m constant touch with 81Shop Hudal, even after the occupabon 
of Rome by the Allies The book also claims that Rauff sought the help of clergy m 
Northern Italy to help lum escape, and that later m 1945 Catholic priests visited him in 
San Vittone prison to arrange for hlS transfer to the 15th U S Army hospital m Mtlan 
Those pnests then began discussing a number of ways through which Rauff could escape 
However, before the plan could be implemented, he was evacuated to a U S camp near 
GhedJ The author also claims that Rauff had been aided by the offtce of Cardmal Sm of 
Genoa, whose secretary proVtded money and Red Cross documents to Rauff (See Exlub1t 
"J", Pages 1-3) (Note: While 1t would be proper to be wary of this source, Simon W1esenthal has 
said that /arschel's assertions have generally proven to be accurate ) 

W1esenthal Center Statement 

In light of these new revelabons and Walter Rauff's personal testimony given m a 
Oulean court m December 1962 (that he received help from "a pnest'' to escape from 
authonhes m Northern Italy, and was "housed m convents of the Holy See for more or 
less a year and a half' starting m 1947, and later, "with help of the Catholic church my 
family was able to come from the Russian Zone in Germany to Rome," see Fact #15), the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center renews its call on Pope John Paul II to launch an immediate 
and full investigation of the Rauff issue. Previous asserhons by Vclbcan hJStonans that 
Walter Rauff was treated as JUSt another refugee simply defy the growing body of 
evidence for, 1s 1t possible that Walter Riluff-a desperate man fleeing from authonties-would 
have fiuled to uttl12.e the names of pawerful church officuzls whom he knew on an mttmate basis rn 
order to help secure refuge" Is rt not Izkely that those who houstd, fed, and employed Rauf! m Rome 
for a year and a half did so-at least m part-because of Rauff s e~tabl1shed relationship with these 
higher church officials 7 
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The Vatican can help set the record straight as to which church agencies a.tded Raq_ff 
and his family, and as to whether he had any direct or mduect contact with Cardinal 
Schuster and/or Monsignor 81cchiera.t following World War II Such m.formabon will help 
solve the puzzle of how a murderer of 250,000 innocent men, women, and children, and 
an oppressor of the civilian population of Northern Italy-was able to escape the bat of 
JUSbce, fmd shelter m Rome, and eventually fmd his way to safety and freedom m South 
Amenca 

It has been over 20 years since Walter Rauffs past was first brought to the attention of 
the Chilean authonbes. In recent months, there has been a renewed mtemabonal effort 
to make this criminal stand tnal; but to date, this effort has not produced the desued 
result. Chile continues to daim that vanous legal technicalities stand in the way of either 
extraditing or expelling Rauff. Yet, the same authorities recently deported four terrorists 
who gunned down the governor of Sanbago m January 1984, and provided them safe 
passage to Ecuador-all at the behest of the Vatican. We, therefore, also ask the Vahcan to 
use its considerable i.JJfluence with President Pinochet to assure that the forces of justice 
and morality, which were overlooked nearly 40 years ago, are served by the swift 
expulsion of this mass murderer. 
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Summary of Facts and Documents 

Simon W1esenthal Center 
lnveshgahon on 

Rauff and the Church 

1 Conhdenbal United States government documents released to the Simon W1esenthal 
Center disclose that Walter Rauff had a dose working relabonsh1p with leadmg 
members of the Catholic church rn Northern Italy dunng World War II (See Exhibit 
"/:\',Page Two, section marked [w], U S Interrogabon Report) 

2 Documents reveal heretofore unknown details of the mass gassing program uubated 
under Rauff's supenns1on of 1942 The document discussed the camouflage used to 
make 'gassing' vans look ordmary, and the best method to be used in the "gassmg'' 
procedure (See Exhibit "B" Report by SS Untersturmfuehrer Becker to SS 
Obersturmbannfuehrer Rauff, May 15, 1942 ) 

3 The U S State Department authonzed an off1c1al complaint to the Secretanat of State 
of the Vatican asking the intervenbon of the church m looking into the charges 
detailed in the La Vtsta Report to stop the abuse of church relief agencies by "secret 
agents" and "unscrupulous persons engaged m tlhot and clandestme acbVIbes" ThIS 
complaint was transnutted to the Vahcan m the form of an "Oral Message" m August 
1947 (See Exhibit "C" ) 

4 The report on the interrogation of Rauff by Uruted States C I C agents m 1945 
indicated that he held numerous meetings from 1943-1945 with Monsignor Don 
Gmseppe B1cch1erai and Cardinal Ildefonso Schuster, Archb1Shop of Mtlan (See 
Exh1b1t "/:\', Pages One and Two, "B1cch1erai" and Page SLlC, also Exh1b1t "D", Pages 
One through Four ) 

5 Rauf£ revealed that as head of SIPO and SD of Northern Italy it was essentlal for him 
to estabhsh "offmal contact" with the church rn order to establish "a direct exchange of 

' Views" (See Exh1b1t "/:\',Page Two, section marked [w], first paragraph, and Exh1b1t 
"A," Page Eight ) 

6 Rauff stated that Monsignor B1cch1erai never received money from hun apart from the 
small presents he gave him on special occasions (See Exhibit"/:\', Page Two, 
paragraph marked [n] ) B1cch1era1 was secretary to Cardmal Schuster and 
adrmrustrator of the ecclesiasbcal pension fund m Northern Italy, and, accordmg to 
Rauff, "wields great rnfluence" with the clergy m general (See Exh1b1t ''/:\', Page One, 
paragraph marked {i] ) 

7 DocuPlents show that Cardmal Schuster, a dose fnend of Pius XI, held meebngs wtth 
Rauff dunng the war Schuster wanted to arrange for the surrender of German forces 
to take place at the Archdiocese (See Exhibit ''D", Pages One and Two ) In a book 
wntten by Cardmal Schuster m 1946, he revealed that Gestapo Chief General Harster 
once issued an arrest order for Monsignor Bicch1erat but that Rauff prevented the 
order from being executed (See Exhtb1t "E" Pages One and Two Cardinal Schuster's 
monograph, G/1 Ulhm1 Tempi D1 Un &gime, Mtlan, 1946 ) 

8 Walter Rauff traveled to Switzerland dunng the war to meet with Professor Hussman 
of SWISS Intelligence (see Exhibit"/:\', Page Three, section (g), second paragraph) with 
the knowledge of Allen Dulles (Exhibit''/:\', Page Four, second paragraph) of the OSS, 
who later became drrector of the CIA 
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9 Monsignor Bicch1eraJ was instrumental in helping to secure a Red Cross visa to 
Switzerland for his close fnend Benuzz1, who was one of Rauff's mformers (See 
Exlub1t "/tt, Page Five, second paragraph ) 

10 In 1945 Monsignor BicchieraJ became president of Cantass, a Catholtc rehef agency 
helping refugees He remained in that position until 1983 (Source telephone 
commurucahon with the Archdiocese m Mt1an, Apnl 1984) 

11 Sir Wilham Deakin, author of The Brutal Fnendshzp, the story of Mussoluu and Hitler, 
and a former member of Bnhsh Intelligence, stated, "B1cch1erai and Schuster had 
more than a correct relationship Wtth the Germans" (Source telephone 
commumcat1on between W1esenthal Center offic1als and Sir Wtlham Deakin, March 
1984) 

12 Pius XII sent a message to Mussoltru's rmstress that any plans for surrender should be 
directed by Mussohru through the Archdiocese m Mllan, who would m turn be in 
contact with hun Thus, the B1cch1erru-Schuster negohahons were conducted at the 
behest of the Pope (See Exhibit "F," Pages One and Two Murphy LA Popessa New 
York Random House, 1983 ) 

13 A U 5 Intelligence Report on Walter Rauff asserted that he was a dangerous man who 
brought with hun" pohbcal gangstensm to streamltned perfeetlon " and 

everlasting mahce towards the Allies " (See Exh1b1t A, Page 7, paragraph marked 
(d)) 

14 Cardinal Schuster, who served as Cardinal of Mtlan from 1929-1954, was a powerful 
figure m the Church He was, at tunes, considered a possible candidate for the Papacy, 
and was known as a fiery opponent of Com.murusm Shortly after World War II, 
Cardinal Schuster warned that Europe "absolutely needed" Germany (see Exh1b1t 
"G," Pages One and Two) 

15 Rauff told a Chtlean court 10 December 1%2 that he received help from "a pnest" to 
escape from authonbes 10 Northern Italy He also saJd that he was "housed in 
convents of the Holy See for more or less a year and a half" startu\g m 1947 Later Rauff 
asserted that, "with the help of the Catholtc church my family was able to come from 
the Russian Zone in Germany to Rome" (See Exh1b1t H, Pages One and Two ) 

16 A conhdenhal C I C report on the "lnveshgahon of I11egal Movements," traced the 
route of 20 Nazi pnsoners who escaped from the Rururu Detention Center on July 22, 
1946 Tius escape route was directly hnked to the Vatican In addition, the C I C report 
labelled the lntemahonal Red Cross as "a haven for the passage of agents" The report 
recommends "curtailment of passport seMces of the lntemahonal Red Cross" (See 
Exhibit "I ") 

17 Bishop Al01s Hudal, the pro-German bishop under whose protecbon Rauff hved 
wlule m Rome m 1947, wrote m his diary, "Nobody, especially m September of 1944, wanted 
to gwe an answer to what's gomg on "The footnote to this passage read, "One exception was 
made amongst the leaders of the Church of Italy The Cardinal from Milan, Schuster, who m 
1944 publicly warned the allies on the consequences of not supporting the Germans against the 
Soviet Unum" (Source Diary of Btshop Hudal ) 
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The taking over o" vehir.les by C:ro,r.,s 1) and C is finished. 
'flh1le the va~ of the fir~ group :an be utilized in not too bad 
·wea~er, the ens ~eloDi1.Jl8 to th .. 11acond· group (SAURER) are absolutel:r 
immobilized u r~1ny weether. For inatance, ofter. it has rained for halt an 
ilour, thtise vehicles cannot be u:sed 1n absolutely dr;r nea•-~er. The 
cmlY ctu.eat1on is whether theae velUclas c~n be ?lt into act1o~ only on 
the execution spot. 

First, ' velucie must ~· brought to this place, what is only 
possible in good weather. The axec-~t1on spot is ge~erall.j stationed 
10 to 15 }Qns trolli main roe9s et.c.~ due to liiuc;h locet_ion ~lreedf of d1!f1-
c~t access, but in wet weather abaolu~ely impqe~ible to reach. I! those 
to be executed are driven or conducted to th1$ plece, they n~t1ce at once 
what ie wropg and become fr~ntl c, wh~cb is ~ost of all to ta av-0~ded. 
There la oiil.y one soluti9ll: to gath4r th~a on the same spot ar.d then to 
9,J'~ve off. · 

is tor the Tehi!;lea of Group D, I bad them ca!llou!laged es cabin 
. trailers by putt~ on them little windows, one OD every side of the omal.l 
vent aJJd t'!O OD ev~n~ s~e of the big ones, like windows which are seen on 
pleasallt houaes. :Sut the vehicles •ere so well known that not onJJ- the 
authorities, but also the civilian popul.stion, calll'd them "Death Vans.• 
Xy opiAion is that we shall not be able to keep thi~ oamouf'l,age secret 4 
very long, tiu.e. ·. 

On the ••Y u p from. .SPiE'EROFOL to TACAKE.OG, I hed brake tre)ubles 
with the velUQl' •!lltJBER", which I was convey:i..ng over there. .it the S .K 
u MARIUPOL, it was t.o~ out that the ~crank cl~tc~" (ma.nchette) of tbe 
combined O!l 11¥1 West~ng~ouse brakes, waa broken in several places. Through 
persuasion am br11:ery I obtained trom the li.K.P (ArlliY r.'otor Pool) to have 
a patt•rn 1118de, a.t"t~r w ich two breke clutches have been cast. When I 
arrived aome 4~s l~ter 4t Stalir.o erad r.orl.onlul, the drivtra of the vehicle~ 
there complained of the same trouble . After an l.nterview with the commalld­
i:a& orr1car or the COl!!l!UJlldO, I r~turaed to lar1upol to have another branke 
clutch cede for these vehicles. It has bee~ agreed that two brake clutches 
will ~ cast ror these vans; six brake c~utch~s 10,li stay i.n reserve in ~aria 
upol for Group D; an4 s~x •ill be sent to SS UDtersturm!'Uehrer EIUIS'l' in Kiev 
for the vehicles of Group C. ~ith regard to Croups F and A, the brake cl~tch 
can be obtailled th.rough herlJ.n, as the t:! art..sportetlon from Mariupol to the 
north seems too hazardous ana l'lould take too iong. Small repairs of vel\iclea .J 
will be handled by Co111111a~o techr:,.icia.qa ; that ifi.o !!ay, repairs will be ~dJ •' 

)-A their own workahope. /C(A,>>- · / 0 0 - ,;. //_ J j: , _ 
t/w .. ~~-~.::~ ~.~... r7 

,,,_ - - - - fl) 
.. Z p=if' E-.;; t UCOROEl' i.-in tM~~ 

SUl•;·)1iuiaey AudcmY In 1m~ 
Jte II R6W · an lntelh!lence ohk•I' 
wllb th~ I 1!U1 Anny lie 1i:ifc1vcJ; 
tho Air Medal !ii ~·cbruaty f~r 
acrh.1 rcconnal~ance work acs_om ... 
p llshcd lut •ununcr lie abu t\"lda 
lhe llruuz• St•• Ills wife I' lhe 
Jornicr l't\•.ra:ucl Ja .. nL.&ns u( Wnh• 
n~tou -! dhor • nutc I t 
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~ to the wievet. terr•ii.. J. th• roi&iw. .,..i. th• very 'bed at.ate 
ot tb• roeds, tJ:e Jolflta e:.d rivets tecome looa• •~thiJI • very short tl ... 
I wu eaked it, 1.a such cu~a, the vehicles 1111.1:.t ce taken to rerliu. Trana• 
portation t,p [!er~ wm:ld be too e~naive and would require too 111UCb gaso­
line. To sa·e sue~ expe~see, I ~~ve the order to solder the :mall, leaky 
apots, and when this coul.C1 not b11 dor1e, ar.y more, to in.forlll t'erlln et once, 
by·r.dio that the vetu.cle Pol. clo, •• was out of working order. 

Furthermore, I ordered, <Jur1nlf the l!:!!llSing, to keep ell the -r1 
u tar ••8..9' es posait:le, ir order t at the!' could not 8'Tentually te intl:.red 
by gaa tu.es. On tilis occ .. sion I wish to drew your at1.ention to the fact 
that a!'ter the eassi.ng severel Konciondoe let their own men \.llloed the van. 
I have dr .. n the attention of the Commanding Officers of the concerr.ed S.K. 
to the Atrocious epirituel elld ph:,.sicel effect that this kind of work may 
have on the meu, if' aot juat no" then in the future. The men complained 
to me that they got headache a after every van-unloading. Anyhow, this orcSer 
1a not observe4., as it is feared that the pr~soner, chosen for this work will 
uae the OPJX>rt~ty to try an Heape . In order to Prevent the mer. from being 
inj\ired, 1 should be obliged it' orders were given a<;cordir.gly. 

The gaHing i::I not done in the right manner. In order to get the 
work over as quicklJr as poseible, the driver gives i'IAll gas. Through these 
maasuru the people to be executed die from sui"focation: and not as foreseen 
by being pit to sleep. i.:y method has proved that by releasing press...re on 
tbe lner at th8 right time death cOl!les sore ~.rl.ekly snd the prisone!'s slip 
peacef'Ully away. Distorted faces a..d excretions, 1"bich have teen previousl7 
seen, are D:)t lion to be obeerved. 

I • l.fsrl~ in the cour;ie or the day for Group 'f, where you can' 
ror11ard me turtbar information. 

si;'tC:-~UUlaQ" Academy In 1935J 
II• IJ now an !n~lll~cnc~ nll!c~1'1 
wllll the I 11111 AtmY He r=l•N 
lh• Air Medal I.JI hbrua..Y tor 
aerJ:a.l rccon1111bsa1\.Cc -..ork ac..com .. 
pllshc4 l••t ·~'"'"" r lie ahc. he.Ids 
the llounH ~I•• Ill• .. ire Ill the 
former ~1an:a1cl Jc n"-1.u or Wish·, 
n~tou -t.dllor • nulc l 
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.. iii~ roi"orence to your to!' nuc:;:o9t latt.ir 01' J"uly 2.~. 
I gave -:ocln7 to --<0nsi1.::or i:ilt"lr ~:arroll, .'.Jncr'Jta:::-iat o~ 
St:1te -;,:." tha :!01.7 Sae, the •·cr:il ~s!la,?e", cO_:iiss o: -;;itlca 
are atta~ne\!. 1 U..~:!erstand tti.?t the ..:noan3;r, ~~ona, will 
teks si.::.ilar ~ct1ou v!s·a-713 the ~telian G~ver:uient in the ne:::t ~~~ d~73. 

rt ''"13 net X'.J3ibl~ to be :::o:::-e ~~Cif1c OIJC!Hlse Of 
the nee~ to rj~ote~t O'Jr 3~..i:ces c~ !n:o:-n..1cion end our 
inve3t;:;:!tc:-3 ~.to s-::.11 !1.:i7e 1.,:;ici-t::.1m: ·~C'rk !;i pl'o~ras:i·. 
Also, ~ ~~:t ~tat r::.y action 3~c~l~ u~ ta~pa~~d so,~~h?t 
bac~U3e ct:"ic:!.<ilj L'l t:1a -.~ti::: •n '1:J7e b~tr~·rod to ne on 
several occ~sioMs t~ei: :inna!~i~~ness 07ttr ~t~ e~cl!llt of 
p::-i11e-:e -~=-e;-~:: •.:: :::;p!t~l ~ .. 1ic:l h.;'l go:.a !.::tto th-0 f.!...."!lnci!l.g ot ll.l:?g"' ... ~'1:.£,:'a-:.!.o:i. 

- ------- .ao~z!~·c~ c~~~oll h~~ prc~ised to ori.~ thio -.,.0 tt~r ·-io 'th"'3! at-;i!"t:.~"l ~~ t2~ to_:1 c'.!t.~cli:: :ict!7!.ru::J i::!:a:astad 
in ail.!!..~ tl:!.::i;.J,scad ;>er3on3 "In~. in dun i;our:i9, tn >;iv~ ne 
8Q:i~t.al.'"l..'; !....'? ;<?ply to t~C? ''!ir:il ;Lc:?::Jsa-;':3-. I h3ve nnked 
h~ i~ -:r.i:;ai~l"! to 3ee tn.::t co11:J!~1:3-1o:t or thir: nett~r 
ext;:i.ocs- :!<T-u1 ';o 'toa 'tYJl·~~ '.~!:licio!l '1'1:!n-:!011~c in l.aViota ''l 
report, alt110':,! ;h o:.ic..1 a>;;s.1ci.Js , t!e :JA!', !Ire not r.on­
nectc.i · .• it~ t:.~ '1"-cice;:i. ... \,!:! r'1-,o:t b"'" c~~ 11:,tch t;;{th 
co;-ies to .:J .. r;1 ,.:id .ic:::e -.1he:t l .rec~i•r9 q rne-:d.on to 0!.l:' 
r~preoen:atior.d o~ ~O~dy . 

i.q , 

En::lo 'lure= 
vc~i~!3 or "~1...-0 1 
• .:es.:;a_;e" 

"~lt~r c . Dc~lln1, =a~ul~s, 
l)1 ~'-,ion 01· ...>011t:::1rn ;;.tr?'J'l.l'1 :.1·ra i:s, 

lJo~r1rt:.Jnt of .... t'lc:> , 

- -·- - -- ~ ·. -
-tJ':l :::•r (,f ~'j '1~, 1~· 

~·a ~.:1.:n ~t..1?:, J . c. 
.... ----- -
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The ,\::iai.:'ltnnt to tha Honoralllo ;,:rron c. Ta;rlor :;tat.Jd 

br.!.:t_'.Ul~ t'.lJ l'oll~A;n~ !'l.ltter in.!"orrwll:t ~o t!'to tlttont1o:i 

oi' t:ie ~<!drut:iri.:.t o!' .it 1te of the i:o11 ;~e. 

The Unit2d ::t11tus ';ove?'i."ient. nas baqp. ahd cor.tiau.HJ 

to 
0

'":ls de.>!ply coi::ce:-::i.ad "i1ith t~e problem o~ displ.icecl i;er­

so.us a.:i:l it w11.l be l"~callod th!lt as roc:uitl;r as A~ust 21 .. 

e!for~B of t;:ie U.U,ted States to: rurther assist:uice to 

such ;-,e:;:-son3. 

Th.is concer;i, ::.o.·H~7e:-, !las not bes!l li=ited to tb.s 

has :~ do •.;it.a tha cont:-ol or t~9 .COV9l!i.e£?ts o~ pe:3o~s 

acr-osa ~a~i~nal t':'o~tisrs 9.n~, .acre part~c11l&r1~;~1nto 

the ~:es.:.arn :;C!!Us_phere a!ld tha t;nitad atates 1tl;\Jlr. !n 

thia con.:19ct1on it !a reco£!li=ad t~at the proper ~dent1-

t1catio~ and doou.~ntut1~n o: i;ersoo.s -;!lo i:rofe'3s to !ls 

solati~::. ~~ .,,.:lie~ i:: not O!ll:f vital to tho indi"7'1.!usl3 

ll:-. ?3~so.as t~~n salJ t!l.at infor!:lli~ion =ea~~!.;i~ t~3 

Uni~ad 3t~t3s Go7~r~~at in!icat~d t~:lt un3cru~ulou3 '~r-

or,::.:iniz..it1o:i3 qnd .:;o•J.,.Tt:< .. mt.J n1:d l:i:J titutl.::ic3 c·;;o~~r~t~~ 

ttiaro11l tn. 
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ther~:'i tll. 0n'1 !';?oont estic1eto, pr.Jpor'ld !lfter e::i1au3;;1-.re 

invJati~Q~ion. of tha nov1~ent throu~.!l. en .inport~~t ~uro,~~n 

area 01· pei-:;on3 doctu:iented by eu~r~9nc;r procec1ur'3s 1ncU-. 
C9.ted ':~at t3Il psrcant ot auc~ per:Jon,a ~~~ro 3()Cr3t a~ent3, 

::i.a.n7 c: ~.b.et!l d9stlne>d for tha "lester~ He!!li.'l!lhere e..nd the 

credi-: on th•ir ;ni.:Jeworthy et!'ort:J to alls'rlate hl1t18Jl 

sut!'sri.ng :>.rt 3lso, ~ long contilluod, .crl.6ht rsao!l s..i.a.!1 

' pro~or~!ons as to ~e a threat to ~~e devslop;;::ent a.:ld 

maillteoa!l.:e ot 7:orld ofd9r. 

U:zt.er t!J.~e ei:c~ta.ncss. tl::.a 'J:i!.~ad State:3 is 

tr.tve~ ot t~e oat:::~ z:!etrtio!led 3,;ld to this P.!ld 1t has 

sought t:!s ccopera"t;i.on or other i;overru:?Snts. ?he .catter 

ia bro~t to the attent!on ot the Eol7 See 1n t~e ho~e 

t~at 1t too :::J2..7 be r.1.111118 to e~a;ni.ne the problam end 

consld~r ~uoa sta,a 83 =uJY ~rove desir~ble ~o tas end 

tiltr3tio~ bt uor=i~ntll7 sg3~ts and that the cn•ritabl~ 

8J1d Qenovol3~t 10~~ o~ 33ai~ti~n bonafida di3placad ~ar-

sons, in ~n~~n tne nol7 ~ee and taa ~nited Jtates' ha~e 

e col?!!:!on iJlt~rsst, r~~ not bd p:9Jud1c~d. 
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Sel:m negouations wnh Field Marshal Aleunder were about to 'come mto 
pon', a solunon which would tvold a massacre aud 'wluch would leave hope 
for mterestmg developments It would make 1t possible to save Mussolm.t, who 
would be useful l.D the future for the struggle ag11.U1St BoabeVISID He was 
awaruog an em!SSary tomorrow with a reply wb.icb should allow lwn to put 
before the Duce coocrete and satJ~actory proposals already completely 
defined. 

JUhn bad Wt.shed hltheno to keep the matter secret, bec:aasc if any other 
separate move got m the way or Berlm learnt of the CXl$tl.DJ ucgouabOl1s. 
everytfµug could 'e slupwrecked. JUhn would get m touch agam at the 
opportUDc moment, and would ask Mclluu to accompany lwn to Milan 
Mdhni commented later, 'I do not lcoow what to tlunk of ~ll tlus • He tele· 
pboncd the Duce 111 Milan The latter asked for newi. 'I repbed that there 
was nothing special to relate I told tum that Ra.ha mtendcd to come to see 
tum m Mtlan dlUlllg the next da)s to make au 111teresting commun1cauou to 
bun He c:!Jd not seem to be t.nteratod • 1• 

The ~t fortm!l coiumlllllt.allon ~tw~n the represeo~tt\e ot the German 
govertunent and the Salo authonnes closed the cycle of their relat1ons ID 

unpecqbly bureaucranc style In a 1I11.Dute, dated Apnl 25, MelllDI wrote 
'Amb~ssador Rahn ra!ormed me yesterday that be bad beard from Genera.I 

Wolff ID Milan (J1c) that the Mini.ster of Flllllnce J.S malcmg dif!iculues m 
paym1 tbe known >A<ar contnbuuoa for the German Armed Forces for the 
current month He b.as asked me to po!Dt ou1 to you; Duu, how a rdLLSAI of 
the Italwl governmcnt to pay the war cont"lbutiou at this moment would, 
after so many efforts made m common. result 111 creau.og in unfavourable 
anoospbere LD the -...bole German military cu'Cle at a moment "'hen the Em· 
bauy and the m.ililaly command$ are seelang to do evel'}duog pcss1ble to 
avoid further unoecc:isary damage to Ita.lwi temtory, and to defend 1t against 
anvas100.' 11 

In the clash of civil war and contending amues. the neutral enclave of the '/' / 
Milan C11na aught at some cntit3l stage dord a haven for parley Cardmal v 
Schuster saw an histoncal !'()le aw:uu.og b1m as the mediator 10 the closmg 
staaes of the struggle m ~ortb !laly. and acuvely sought to pmue such a 
funcnon The CardmaJ bad busily established early contacts Wit.Ii the Ger· 
mans In February 1945 one of !us pel'SClnal secret.anes. Don Bic;luerai, bad 
been wlrUc~ 10 llllttate ta1lcs willi the Germans. aod on tbe.r Side. Colonel 
Rauff. Wolff's subord1nate tn Milan. received s1mtlar orden It was shortly 
af~ that t!he 'Suon.se' negouaucD.S started 1.0 Switzerland, and tbese 
ccxles1asttcal !Jllks were henceforth to serve the Germans both as a cover and 
.:a last resort. part.lcul.:irly 10 temtonal arrangemenu with the Ii.han ReSl5t· 
ance It was however lhc conscant hope of the Card1Dal that the formal sur· 
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render or lhe Oermnn aulhonhcs on llnl~1n w1I would lalte pince in his 
Pnlnce in M1bn 

On April J Don 81ccl11cr11l hnd handed n mcmornndum lo Rnurr for lrnns· 
·mm1on lo Wolff ont.1 Oollmnun. oll'cnng the 111 .. d1a1ton or the Church 
Parallel wllh lhc.,o links wllh tho German m1hlar.y au1hon11es lhrough RaulT 
JRd mlcnnlllently on his personal nccount with Oollmnnn, lhc Cnrdtn:il wcl· 
conled n scpnmlc conlncl wllh Rnhn, who,c \lnll ttpprouchcd another or 
'ichuslcr'a sccrcl(lflC$. Don Corbella. e.irly on April 9. wuh n rcqu~I lh.'\I 
he should gel m touch w111t the Comn11llcc of L1bcm1ton nnd 1011nd them 
on pos1illlo surrender lcrms " 1 ho Clms11an Democrat repre,cnlntlvc, 
Achille Mnro11n, WllS empowered lo act on lhe ll:ilmn ,,de with the know· 
ledge o( lhc Allie\ ·through their local m1l1tnry repl'CSClllDhves now hvtng 
underground Jn M1lnn Indeed CAch or lhc~ feelers seem~ lo hove been 
known bolh lo tho <Jermnn nnd Alhed lnlclltgence services II remo1n\ I 

rny,lery how fnr the ltnllnn Fn'IC1s1 nuthonlic1 hnd nny wnmmg, m1cn1 11s 
they were on makh1g their own npproaehcq lo md1vidunl ReslSloncc lcndc11 

The visit or Wolff, lo Berlin was renecred tn n• momenlary coolnesq Oil the 
rnrt of tho Oermnn 1ubonhna1c authorthcs 'an Milian Jf the Swi19 'plot' 
foiled, thcro would ho viclm1s, and traces lo cover h11s1tly The 'cm:le of lhe 
Hotel Regina', the• <Jerman headqunrlers an M1fon, became 'nnpenelrnble 
and hoslllo' 

Arter the return of Wolrr lo Italy, events moved however w1lh speed and 
1n perplcung r111l11011 1 he :.evernl Germon contdcls with the entourage o( 
the Couhnnl seemed lo spring spontaneously to life. perhaps as a Oermon 
d1vernunnry nellon 'm regnrd to opcrnlion 'Suntt\e', and n l:ut·minulc 10· 
surance dunng tho lransllionnl hours The hmctable was d1ctatctl, as ro, 
many months pnsl. by the' r191ng lcmpo or the Alhcd•ndvnncc The croumg 
of the Pe> on Apnl 21 mnrlted the beginning of the end. and the criss-cross 
of me\sagcJ and pnvate meetings was 1nlenstficd 

Tho Comm11tce or L1bera1ton w.1s showing 1mpnttcnce at the ladt or any 
concrcle movo (rom Cho Gcl-mon nuthoritic' Like the C'.ardirnd, the Com1111l· 
lco was nn~1ou1. for ,,, own, prcsllgc, lo tl'Clll as 11n independent agency wnh 
tho OermnM before the arrival of tho Allie. In M1lnn Mnr.11n had nlrc;idy 
wnrncd Don Corbelh1 on Apnl IS lhol, once broken oil ncgotinhons could 
1101 be eauly rc,nmecl The s.1mc tiny, Rnhn rnstructed Ins pnvnlc sccretnry 
11ntl olso the Gcrmnn Con•ul 111 Mrlnn ~lo keep tltcse cont.Kl•opcn TI1c Inner 
held a meeting w1lh Don Corbella who rend out the lerms of lhc Co1111111Uce 
of L1bern11011, who<0e repre~nl.ahve.• were still prepared lo meet the Germon• 
"" the presence or Cnrdm11l Schuster 19 

fhc c~1e1111o1I 11<11111 on the C".ermnn 11ide wns lo preserve Ju•l enough con· 
Rd1 nee on the •ule nf lhe Church end the L1bera1t()n Committee lo remnm 
1h CQnlnct As Corbella was told, 'Today the German Ambn,'18dor ts not 111 

h Cunsul WollT Nol lo be conluml with lhc: commond•r or the SS 

'ou<;T AIU)"' T,\RS' 30) 

o fl<mhon to ncgolrnle directly with the Comnl1Ucc of Nahon:il L1bemhon 11, 
tho N:m regime \1111 CA1sl< 111 Germany •One mu\I wail for the momcnl when 
tire Germnn aulhonlt~ in llaly oould ocl 011 their own Meanwhile there mu,I 
be nrnumum 'ICereey I he Germ.in• <'Yen •nggcsred lhnl rumours should be 
•prcad•that no 11r,rccn1ent would he p1m1ble, even· for the ddcncc of Milan 

As a Gcrmnn M1hlnry lnlclhgence rcporl, dared April l•S from M1lnn, 

1t.1lcd 
'Wrlllll\ lhe ncd rew 1lnys Cnrdm"I Schmier will submll thc follow1ni pion 

to M.11or-Gencrnl Wolf!' 1 he city or M1fan will not be defended by the 
Gcr111n111 bul rn the cmmo of evenlunl wilhdr11wnl opcrn1to11s will he 
mc1hod1cally nml promptly cv11cunled• It will on no nccounl be mndc tnlo A 

centre or rest\lnnce H Alltcd Imo~ ndvnncc nght up In the city, 11ny Ger· 
1111111 lroe111<11~1111 in Mrlnn will not re~"' but •nrrendcr •No rnctonc~. elcc1nc11y 
pl.11111, etc Rte to be de•lroycd m M1lnn only Imes ol commun1cat1on No 
ho~tngc1 will he tnkcn and deported m Mrlnn The German\ will bnng pre•· 
•nrc to bcnr nn the I n<ci\t pohcc to prevent their tnkmg l1U"l11ges On the 
oul•ktt1111r Mrlnn too, no fnetones nrc to be dc\lroyed 

'If the Ocrmnn• will give btndlnit assurnnces on the'IC pomls. the Cordrnal 
1s ready to do nll he cnn the is lhmltmg parln:ularly or a wk:mn puhhc 
nrpeal) to 1nflucn~ the oppo<illon group• and parllculnrly the partnans not 
lo take any nclton ngaansl the German, before and dunng their relreal This 
would Allf'IY only lo Germans, nol lo l"nsc1sts • 

1he Ocrman author of Uus report commented on the Cardinal's plan as 
related le> lhe general scene 1n M1lnn 

'Al the pcc<;enl moment 11 " u'lelc<< lo wash to·negohale wllh the •Jll111tonal 
L1bcrohon Committee The Comm1Ucc conmu o( nmb111ous lnd1V1duab 
who<c 1111ercsls or~ dclermmed- rnorc nnd more strongly the longer they 
eit1s1-purcly ond s1mrly by the rntercs" of the rorly lhey belong lo at the 
present moment They arc nit thmkmg or sccunng their 1'11rly a suitable 
plntrorm for the ruturc, e•pcclally again•t Commum,m Therefore none of 
them uc mchncd, even m rhc lntcrcsl~ of umty and of the ltahan people. to 
make compro1111~1 which, m111ht now or Inter bnng rubhc d1scred1t on them 
nnd their Parly- ,uch as negolmhng amt coming lo 1erm1 wrlh the Ocrmam 
ol lhe crucial moment 1 he member< of the Commlltee nre already a t log&er· 
heads, suspechng. accusing. and spymg on each othc,r However. 1r tile Alhcs 
brought pressure lo bear on the Comnullcc. 11 would-though unw11fingly­
~uhm1t to them The only tl1111g to do therefore is to negotiate dttcc:t w11h 

the Allie.• 
' Out It" d 1fTercnt wilh the r.111y hangers-on Apnrt from n rclahvely small 

numhcr of confirmed Commum,1., the ma1only of lite opposition parllc.•' 
follower• nnd o! the members of the part1sRn bands, including the Com· 
mumsls, arc not ready lo commit lhemselves scnously and a~lutely An 

c.i 
= '1 
t:~ 
r:I QI 

Bl 

.. 

! . 



.. 810 SALb THB SIX HUNDRED DAYS 

indeed CICttAmly, that ·lhe Cardinal and Don B1cch1era1 wanled gomchow ro 
force me lo sugge.11 that lhe negottattons wllh !he Germans, which •had no 
11enous characrcr, were gmng well so as lo ovuoome res1slanoe and dtfflcut. 
hes anslng our or 1hl8 Mussolini could alone decide, and ·he consulted no 
one • He spoke wi1h biller word$ when he lcarnl, or prelen~ lo learn­
because 1t was '1mposs1ble that he did not know- and sa1d'1hat he woufd 
.protest 

'lbcre were contacts helween Cardmnl Schuster and numerous German 
e1TUssanes and also from M11ssoluJI TI1ey even reached ioumaltsrk: ctrcles 
even the Fososl papers It as Impossible lo rule our that Mussolini was in­
formed rea1onably accurately on lhe stale of a1Ta1rs He had been In• M1l•n 
for three days' IJ, 

Graziani, al bis lnal, d1ssen1ed slrongly The Duce's lmks with lhe Cnrdlnal 
had been 'lbrough orhers', and 11 no lime did he beheve·that surrender talks 
·were In progress Oraz:.ian1 had himself ollercd to go lo the Cardinal on 
April Ill. and Mussolini had agreed The purpose or the meelmg. which took 
place on Apnl 22, was 'to-find> a way out' The convernhon however did nol 
touch on polthcs, and the Cardinal's :1nd111'crencc' was clear to Oraz:1an1' al 
the conference on Apnl 2S Ml 

On leaving the Palace, Mussolm1 had underlaken lo give an answer to the 
Comll\lllce w1thm an hour JJ 

In the Cardmol's study, lhe rest of lhe company awaited the reply Crom •lhe 
Prefecture 

Shortly afler seven o'clock, 4ht Gem1en Consul m Milan amvcd lo ask 
for on exlcnsmn of the t1111e l1m11 for the surrender. adding that Oencraf 

/ Wolff confirmed thwl arrangemcnls 'wcu being made' l6' Appercnlly Colonel 
v Rautr lelcphooed almosl at the same time lo SllY Iha! he had also been 10 

touch wilh the General. who would now reach M1lan,late nc11I moming The 
parallcJ,decepllon on the German side v.:H lo be ma1n1tmcd up to the 'Jasl 

Among the Comm11tce o( Laberahon rcp1csenlallves., .there was mounlulg 
confusion and doublS' The spectacle of Mussolini rcmauung at large during 
lhe· lost hours licfore a general m~unecllon, and uncertainty abou1 whose 
hands he might finally rall mlo. produced considerable alarm 

Sandro Perllm, the Socu1hsl reprcsenlnllvc on lhc L1bcrahon Comm1t1ec. 
rushed during lhlS wailing hour lo lhc Prefecture, hoping to be m time to 
oppose any sunendenalks with Mussolini except on the basis o[ treating him 
•as a prisoner of war, and 'then P'rhaps he should be handed over lo I.he 
Allies We musl abide •by what had been decided by the Uberatton Com· 
mlttec at·a previous ineeting : ,, 

These remarks were app1rcntly overheard by an emissary of the Fa.sasi 
mllltuy commander m Milan. who had altc»appeared·wllh the task 0Nry101 

t•f" 
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lo n~gotiate a local hond-over He hastened lo the Dooc's omce w11h this 

~nnerv1ng report " 

The scene on Mussohm:s mum to the Prefecture had been witnessed, among 
olhcrs, by lhc Fascist Party Scaelary {or Milan 

'I saw Mussohni 1ump out of the car. and walk quickly towards lhe st:u.r· 
ease, where he suddenly stopped short wnd turned to the German officer com· 
mandmg his escort, and• said •to him m a loud voice "Your General WollJ 
has bctnycd us" The German officer made a gesture o( amazemcnl. stro1.mg 

hls·ch1n'" 
Mussohn1 dwn ihu1 himself m his om cc The illusion ·I hat a ccrta 1n bberly 

of acllon remained 10 him was hard lo dissolve His elemenl~l fear wa• that 
o( a trap. and the repel1hon or an arrc1t '"'' had happened nearly lwo years 
previously, 1n July 194l, at Villa Savma The Mncll of treachery was omn1-
prcstnl As he1 told Graziani 'an aucmpt has been made 1h1s very night in 

Milan lo pul me in the bag logelhcr w11h1hc "bole government"• 
The partisan lnsunccllon was.now flaring acrou Lombardy and Picdmonl 

How could any guaranlecd surrend.,r o( the Fnsc1sl armed forcu and the 
Party formahons take place m this chrn:ile or savage anarchy? 

Two courses only seemed lo ·reinam open to Mu~sohm A 'lasl sland in 
Milan, or a move lo the symbolic rcdoubl of the Valltlhnc He.was now 
asoh,lcd both from any•conlrol over•.,venls, and from all contact w11h rcahly 
A r111ile d11logue cn•ucd in the emptying ollke• and ca<ndors of the Milan 
Prc:fec1ure Tbe· faithful. were sllll gal.hercd. loyal and w1thoul a lead 

Wuh his usual and fam1hari abruplncss. Mus•ohm ordered tan 1mmed1ale 
and unplanned departure for Como. and away from lhc ctly whteb suddenly 
appeated as a .trap· A column of ten ears was •hasllly assembled •by the 
rehab!., German ucort• 'Fhere were• untidy farewells m the courtyard of I.he 
Pr~fccture 'f.he Minister of Jusllce, ·Pi•cnh, was left to hold the aumbling 

fort 
Mu~'lol1n1 deparl.d in I.he company of .Oombacc1 The two .men had been 

rcvolullonary Soclalut achoolmaslers 10 the Romagna over 1h1rty yC1U11 

before The one had. bcrome lhc Duce of Fasasm, the other a failed Com· 
munist ag1lalor and bt1er-1fay 11dv1~r m 11dvers11y lo bis former colleague 
Bomba<:e1 seems to have had a ferocious sense o( lbe oc:ca.sion JI is arud 
that, when 101mng Muaohn11n his car, dres!cd m striped trousers and dutch-
1ng a small 1mlcaK. he suddenly turned lo the Duce's 100 'Whal ebc llllould 
'Ii need? J am expert m tuch mallcrs I wet m Lcn1n·1 ol'lice In Petersburg 
when the White lroc>pJ of Yudenltch were advancing on lhe aly and we were 
pn:paring to leave. u-aredolng•tooay '" _ • 

T<h" Jlallan and Gaman escort followed with Gra11an1 In the teeond "Car 

fl -~ 
~-t]: 

~
I OJ 

· ~ 
'fl• 

t' 
I 

: 

" I 



--~· r ._.. .. .. ---

f ~t- ,i,. -·p-~~ 
; . ~ 
I - ,.,..::,.,,._. .. 

..-;.--: "' - . 

i ... 

} 

t , 

-- -- - --------

812 s.u.b TB! SIX HUNDRED DAYS 

Party and Armed Forces from !?ICU' oath of allegiance Hc wanted no bl00c1. 
shed m Milan He was lcav:mg for Como Pavomu would gm: any further 
on:lea.G 

Grazi&D1 wrote the ~ .seiltence of the aca>wtt 1t1 !us notebook 'Eiiht 
o'cloek. Departure with the Doc:e for C.omo • •> 

This CJa&UOUS convoy. whlcb pulled out from the Milan Prdecture at eight 
o'clock oa the evenmg of Apnl 25. 1945, represented the last lultoncal 
ac:t of I~ Fil.SClSID 

A few mmutcs later, a telephone cail came to the Prdec:cure Crom the Card· 
mars Palace askm1 for the Dllee's ieply to the terms presented earlier by 
the Committee of Liberation. The Prefect Basu answered The Duce had 
left. There would be DO surrender @_lid DO DegottatJOD 

The rearguard of the Fasc:lSt &llthonties, the Mlluster of Justice, Pise.nu. 
the Prefect Bassi and the Ond of Pohce, General Montagna, waited 
throuabout the ru1ht m the dari:ened rooms of the Pre!ec:t11re At dawn on 
Apql 26 the bwldltlg was ocx;upied wtthout 1nadent by Fmance Guards. a 
body wluch bad long sw:e rallied cf.aildestmely to the RCSIS!&Dce :lj1d wb0$C 
disaphne and networlc of com.q;iwµcanoas had rendered a decisive servu:e 
ID the hour of ui.surm:u011 

ID the early hours the remammg Party formations. tbe last armed coo· 
CC'Dtra!IOD of FISCIS1l3. assembl~ !belt cnasport 1n the m;i.m trtenes ol the 
aty and pulled out ID column towards CQmo. and to an ulumate and ~· 
lcnown destmauoo 

At 8 a m. an Apnl 26 the ~ b{'Oadl:all for the first ~ on ~129 
Radio 

The Getman a11_thonties ID Milan played the tragic comedy to the end Al 

110011.Dn Apnl 26 Rau1r came to the·MhbJShopnc 10 report that Wollf was 
pnpared to come to Milan. but Deeded an escort to u.ke h.lln on lo Bolz:ulO 
H'is 1oumey thence was J.,'l~ble ID order 'to carry out 1he Gcrmall 
surrender' Cadorna sent a party to Vtlla Locatelli, but it !ailed to pt 
through. and Wolft'. Wlth Aip£nc:an hdp. was S1Uuggled baek mto Switzer· 
land 

./ That cve111111 Rallff called oo die Ca:dlnal for the fast time The blu6 was 
exposed The Germans were treaang With the Alhcs ID Switzerlud. There 
wu 110 need any more for Jep&nte negona11oas ID Milan 'I regret that HlS 
EJDU1ence c:annot preside~ a dll'eCt medlalor ' " 

The Cardinal had prepared a sptech IO dehver to the world on the soleims 
occasion of tlle end of bostililleS m Italy It was to be debven:d at JO o'cloei 
that eYCU1111 It had been prepared '&fter General Wol.I! had asked the Cardi· 
na1 to send h.lln an escort lo brmg b.sm that evcma!o Apnl 26, to SIP the 
cap11ula11011 at the Pa.lace He was aw&1ted ID vam Oii che prcvtous day, bo .. 
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Schuster, card. I. Gh UltlflU. Te!!U:>i Dl. mi. :Reg.ure, ?-4..J.lano 1946. 

Document LXXIX. Page 148- 149. 

Engh.sh 'Iran.slat.ion: 

Don ~l.Cdu.erai presented to Rauff a personal consideration: 

"Hew can ttlt:: ~ political leaders be ~cu.si;d f~ 
the qualJ..ficatJ.on of war crJllW'lals Mi.en they have aimed only 
on the blu;f, bnngin:J their countcy to :cw.n? I think 
that all the Gennans desire surrender, and maybe ~self. 
If thJ.s is r.ot happeru.ri.g, it ~ because ot the rigJ.d sense 
of dJ.sciplule misunderstood, so that we ea not fl!ld men t:bat 
know how to take the responslhtlity of such courageous act." 

Rauff ~ed: 

"I can assure you, although as far as Italy, th~ 
are these l!'Eil. " 

On the ~ page ;H49: 

~lff reentered GeJ:rnany. ProCably Gerieral 'Harster, Ou.ef 
of Gestapo in Italy, had a feel.ing t:bat hJ..s supervisor ¥.Qrked 
toward surrendecI'J.ng. Appears lll'ldoubtedly that, durJ..!"1.9' the 
precedJ..ng days of the insurrectJ..an General Harster issued an 
a=-est warrant against Don Bicdu.era.i. and captain Gh.J.setU. 11 

But Col01'.el Rauf£ v.ould r.ot have carried it out or he would 
hav-e prevented to happe.'l. 

EXHIBIT "E" 
Page One 
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l ' Q11e1f'! p11bblirct1foi10 c 011t1e11e ' 1010 ak1111i dei pwlti dfJcwrumll {- " ~· 
Jell'Archivio ' Arcivtucov1le ·m"m10 tr 9ue•tionr ref:enlf ed affarl d1 ;·.-.-:;:· 

• • V:' 
c11ralUrft nubbllco. No,. e qmnd1 "1141 ~toria .. ~ ' ' ,•.t" .. 

\ 1°- . • ' I •I " ) I,. 
. ., '; Alire c11rte d'sndale privpM, C(>m~ racca'niandaaa1ti per eoiulan-:'.:~ ;~ 

111111 • morle, al cwcere, ecc., .i oineUona. ' '<1 
','• 

J t I , ,,. 

'~ ; A et1110ne tklk naoltPpbci o« u11a%ioni delr Arcivesc:ovo dun mte ;, ~ 
'quut1 tempi, 1um lio potuea premiere nesuma 11010. ({ran. paf'le di , " 

·; ·questii eccenonnle , /orma di a11&v1rir pasiorale 1ier la s11lveaa del -, ~ { .: 
' nostro popofo, 11 ;. .tv(lfl(I dura111e i ri1>et1111 colloam avuti ncl ,semeJlre' '•'•\, 

• ,. .t ~ 

scor'9 colr Ambaw.uatorc Germamco, col Comoki Genernle del Reich •· ·~.:,: 
I " ~Jp,,o, r"'1le Autoruii Porttgume, col Maresciallo Cra1:1ani, a final- ~ .• • \ 

me11tc col Dure ntfl(IPiimo, la v1: 1lUJ deUn sua ~1d1d4 • • ' ' 

Anche 11de1"> ml m411ca pero 1l 1ern110 per pol'-r •te11dera p1u 

' d1ffm11men1e le 1111c 11u1mnrie, L' Al'clpe•covo '" M1kmo flOll pu/1 con· , . " 
, cetl""' dalJvern d luuo <11 scri'!cre delfo autobrugr nfiel • • , , ;. : : ( ' 
~ Par (ltler1re • lu,uuvui ulle m fmern..a ricllleste d1 11qtorc1JOl1 1 persu· , • , 
: ""IK' · 01 q11al1 11re111e c l1e vl'nga g11u t1fornU1 a11c~ in questa orcosiona ) ": , 
~ rn,Jer(I br11efic4 " ' " " Chrn~a d11!na11zi QI pof10l1, co,.,,ento chtJ lleflJQllO • ' ' 

11ubl>lira11 in w111 'llCC16 di L1bro Bumco nlme1w alcu11i docmnertti. 811i ·' 
f" 01et1ono 1riffi1 w111e 111<''! 11ull' n11er11 abl11uta,1:w VnJlll ed 1h1e1ua 11111lta 
11etr Arr111psco1•11do d& Mt(flno 1form11r quest1 dur1u im1 mesa m rui 1l , 

) . 
Rti11ma 11 ngdn11a 11egh J ptJJ1n11 delle s11a agonl{J (J) ·, : 

~ Se queda Jorma tl1 nt11vitii rl'iscopnl" ha avuto qualu1e 4d1le ruul­
v..- tnt11 11rr la noJtra llfllUI, ne sra W e a Dw chc ha 111111olorato J ,,,,..,., 

, '£~ ~for~ ·' 

.. 
j I,..: 

1• 'i-i' 
"1da110, 4,cen~w11e dcl S1g11ore,' 10 "'!'Bil"' 1945 
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.~t; · fl) Tr11t11ndo1i ii p1u delli; volte d1 c:om1pondenu dlpl1un1110•, ••' vu1 ·,. · '~'. 
· • ·~ l''" '°""lll' 11lora 11 , Goverpo vengono 111rdmlh lllplt f forn1e protoi:oll•rl ~ \ 't i 
~ . c1n.,,.ller~ache 11cl1101to 1hl dlrlllo v1sen1~. . • - .• } i' r 
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Contemporane4mel\~,' il ~11p1tano Cl11setU, •i poneva a c<m;ou7' 
J'accordo con Don Baccluerai, cul Colonnello Dohnann ( elemento 
cong1uoguoento fra al gen, Wolff ~ d Mareac1allo Ke1terling 101litu1' 
poa d11l Gen. W1eunglfoff, com11n~ante Jelle truppe combauonll~ • 

Durante al me11e d1 uiarao ~r furono ahri contatti, •ia cop 'el 
menll d1pfoma1ic1, come COf) elemen11 d'ella Webrmacbt. Ma'' da lut1 
IJ.Ue&ta rapporta sculurl cluaru I.a cunvmi11me, che ogm rinscita dlp~i 
devu Jagh elementi Jelle SS. che controllavuno minutamente 01 o:o 

branca tcd~. e apec1olmente Jal Gen, WollJ. , • ',. 
lutanto questi contalli non crano sfugg11t at serv1ai anformafr 

alleati e a quella tedesclu. Mentrc dur11J1te lo Se1t1man,. Santa (uhaa 
da mono) 11 seniz10 Alle1111 facer" domandare ad alc1uu loro ageo'i 
i.e v1 erano ver111ne11te 1~ corao paJa• dell'Arc1vescovo pre!IO 1 tede1c~ 
•per otltmere la rcsa, 1111re 11ella steSBu scttmuuia gtungevo .notizia cl 
11 C S. Tedesco faceva aorveghare p1u 11t1eiitame111e l'auivita dell 
Cur1.i, e purucolurmente 11uella del Soc D. Biccbieral 

Per altro, 11 30 warzo, un luugo colloqu10 con l'avv Morua 
0011 che al 28 vi era 1tal1t un'aduoanu del C.L N.A I. ttlla preaen: 
1lel Deleg1110 alleuto e del S,ouo~~rel11r10 per le Terre Occupale) da•' 
n1odo d1 p1u cl1iuruwente comprencl'efq il punto di· vista alleato. ,, 

Potb1 g1orni dopo, e 11umdi molto 1err1po prima. che vcnuse 1~
1 

zaata 1'0~£enB1v11 aul fro.nle ~111liano, e prec1&111nente ii g1oruo 3 11pr1l1 

fu portolu 111 Coloou Raufl unu breve memoria 11pprov11111 da S. 
neuu (1) e che si pui. .cosi r1u11umere , _ 

I( Non 1leve 11vven1re ne11aun11 d19tr111uone d1 11np1an1t e hnee el~i 
aru:he e th tutte lo rcll 1h d1str1h11.1.10110, come pure non deve ua1 
d111c11110 .ilcu110 st11Lil1111ento dt qual~uul genere e natura ( queato t•n 
m c111ia chi! foori) · ' ' 

Non devono e.aerc pre~1 ostugy1 e deve csal!re imped110 che 
0pre11Jano le aut1mta deU.i Jl S I , 1.ome pore sia m progetto. 

, M1l.ino deve e111ere e1cl11sa da ogna combattimento llrodale. 
devc J1venllue pos1t10110 11cc10 Qu1111h, in c11~p d1 a~1r11men10, dov 
eHere llf..Celtota Ju reSll ' 

(l~ U d1 pre~edenl<, 2 aprtlc, do1oen1ca dellc Palmo, 
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Tali concetti ve11lv11no es poi.ta 111 m1ulo ca,legodco. Jnoltre · ~I \ . · • ;,· 1 
11 

•"aaggiuogeva: .. . · .. , .. . ',.. ,•, ~ , ~ . '~ 1 
' 

• , , 1( La Clueaa nQq pttli eotrare m mer no a progeut tecoico-mlU~r• ~ · .. ' .. • 
·di qualunque tipo (ritiri-te( r i:ae, ecc.). Tu1!av111, per ii hene com11no / · ~ . • , , 

111sa puo f11re opera di med111111ione, ma dolQ p~r qu11hto poaa11nle, ei«1l · ). t '' · 
f11cilitando incontri o 1nohran1lo propoa111 >l \ u , ' ·:' 

1 
•. ~ 

S1 domandna poa 11na prova di « liuona volouli 11 , con m1tigaaion'? 1 .'.t .' 
iii Pohz1a, ecambi; ec11rceru1uni, ece . ' 1 

• : " 

Nell.t mernorla che dovevtt ei.&er~ conaegn11t11 al generale Wolff . ' '.' 
'. fu f111to nqtare, cho pet' iscrltto non H pot~va diro di piU ll ca1111t1 dell a ' .' · .. ~ il l 

t.in:111oni' atab1li10 dal J."\tel1rer oer chi inchava all11 resa. ·, · · ':-· ' · \ . f.i 
1 

· •: . • r; 
I ' .- • ' I '•I' ' i, .,, Tutt4via la parola t<reJQ 11 ~ra atalft !nteniionalme~~e 1ottollnea~ac·~~t ·~···:+-.-:>-'._ 
' in coeeo, Gii in, ahra conrefauione, don Dlcehier.l avev!! 1ore1eQlatd 1_.,r.t.~ J,•,• 
I a I • d . . J I ' ' ~ ' ... ~ ' • • I .... 
1 a R1111 · un11 pereonalo cqnea eruu~nl' 11 eegi!ente tenore: • • · ~. : • r/>;; :"?'. 
~. ·II Como peHono 'ea~erts acusl\li d11ll11 111111llficll di criminal! di guerr~· ·~· • ;•: ·~· 
)f. , 1' , I I ~ 

r 1 cup1 poli•icl t~deachl ch~. hann11 puntalQ unic111nenle 1111 bluff, Pllf• .·~~ : W,i, : ·: .. 
r, tando' 1114' rQvina ii lore) poeae? )I Lo fra1~ · llVjlVll trovato ona' ecara ... 1 ~,·····'~:':f'. ,' 

I _, • Q I ' d' I ••. ; ru~10~0, an~ , quasi' un con1eqt1me1110, ut•lll vo ta p1u •r 1111m11nt; , . . :' .~11. fn 11111nuato1 1 • ' • ,, • . • 1 

' 11 lo peDIO eJ111 tuna I Tedeschi 
0

de11deri110 la rebl.I, e fo;&e · voi · i • ! ' ·' 
•le11&0. So cio non avviene, 1i dev6 forae 1111p11t11re ad un ris1do •enao • ·, 

f.~ d1 d1ac1pliu11 male mtesa, cosicelt~ non si trovono nomini che e11ppiano 
.'~renclere la reaponanluhtl rll un t11le ptto cor11ggioto 11, A1 cbe fu riapo. 
~'sto da R11nff: • (I lo p1>ss~ a11ic11rare che, per quR11to riguard4 l'Itaha; 
",queat1,uom1ni c1 sono 11: Analoghe coi'nunkaz1i11u con la consegna delta 

I' 

... t I , 

; I 

n1emor111 lu fatta 111 colonnello Dolmann dal capitano Gl1lsett1. .· ' •' .'• Don Dicchierai ebbo 'modo d; con(erire euccess1vom1:rite p1ii volte 
t e n lungo con l'pvv. Murozz11 e 1lj 1were t111t1 ,gla elem on ti ch deUoglio , ; ... : 
' tel11tiv1 al troltamento' dei prii;1onieri per tm'eventual~ ree11 iqcondi· ' , ', 

iaonatn Sa pregava d1 accelernre i tempt II M11r11ua era -tat9 dele.• ,,, t ,,,: 

• gato 1lal CL NA l per toh trattollve e sa 1enev11 pronto ad ognl inter-· ·-. 
~ vento, anche entro due ore, col i;enenle Cndor n11 i: con 11hri, ~e foese · •, 
•Into necesaurio. Venlvano c.ontrollate mtanto le numeroae 1n1z1utive '' , ' ~ • 

' ~ It • • 

" 11r1v11te, che finivono per convcrgere veuo 1a Cl11e~a. , , " ~. ' 
1
, Wolff ern stato cl1iPm1110 1n Germ11111a PrQbabilnuinte 11 generale ·:. "" ' 

lluriiter, Capo clclla pohz111 tecleeu (Ces111po) in Italia, aveva uvuto een·, 
lore da queelo llc1vol.1111entu clcl sno super1ore ven o la resa. 

L' nmbicnte clell'Hotcl R el!)tnA er" 1liventato impcmetrobtle o pre ... 
•och~ oaule R1111h11 in motlo oic11ro che, riei 151or111 preccdenta all'in· 

' •1trre21one,...era etuto emeHo 1111 purto clel gtinernle Harster un mundato 
! da arresto contro don D1ccl11eri11 e contro ii c11p11.1110 Gl111e111 Ma ii 

tolonuellu Rouff nun l'11vrel1he c~tgu1101 ~ 11vrehlu1 impccUto cbe fosse 
~ t segmao. • • ' . I 
1 t 
'.f ,, I 
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224 • LAPOPESSA ~~~~~~~~~~~~--­

noble city which belongs to all limes and all• places, into a field of 
battle and thus perpetrate an act as mglonous m1lltanly as It • 
abominable m the eyes of God?" the Pope asked 

The tides of battle by then had turned shar;ply aga111St Gennany 
and Italy In less than three months, on June 4, the Allies marched 
mto Rome and the N8Z1S fled m retreat 

Pascahna, wh~ prayers from the start were for the Alhes (except 
on the occasion of Hitler's attack on lhe communists), "felt enol'IllOlll 
relief" 

"I had sympathized with His Holiness throughout m maintaining 
the Holy See's histonc position of neutrah1y m warfare," she 5aJd 
"Bui m my daily prayers to Jesus, I begged Our lord that Hitler and 
Mussolini 'be defeated I told His Holiness of my pra)crs and hope 
early m •the war Every day thereafter the Holy Father prayed alona 
with me for the same intentions " 

In mid.July. some six weeks after Allied forces had liberated 
Rome, Pascalma had a strange caller Mussolini sent his mistress, 
Clara Pctacc1, as his secret emissary The woman came m disgwse 
during the night, hoping to strike a deal for the crumbling dictator 

Signora Petacc1 asked Pascahna to intervene with the Pope tn 

behalf of II Duce Mussohm remained m command of the neofascists 
who were lighting alongside the Nam m northern Italy But Petaca 
said he was ready to sell out the Fuhrer 1f the Pope would act as his 
intermediary with the Alhcs 

Pius was incensed with Pascalma when she later told him of her 
meeting with Pctacc1 

"You spoke alone with that woman. without my kn<lwledge and 
perm1ss1on?" the Pope shouted angnly "Pctacc1 1s Mussolini's mis­
tress' They have been hvmg together for years m mortal sin'" 

"Holiness, how do you know the truth of such scandal"· the nun 
asked softly She had learned of late not to lose her temper when the 
Pope lost his 

"Ask anyone m the Vatican Ask those among the hierarchy" Pius 
retorted 1mpat1ently 

"And what do you suppose they whisper about us, Hohness1" she 
qucned "I have been hvmg under your roof smce I was a young girt 
We know that in God's eyes. our hves a re pure Y ct who. even amon& 
the Sacred College of Cardmals, believes the truth about us? Why. 
then, Holmess, arc you so quick to Judge others" 

LA POPESSA • llS 

The Pope was at a complete loss for reply 
The nun took Pius's hand and raised 1t to her bps " Hohl)css, let 

us hope and pray that we arc not the only decent people ahvc," she 
said quietly "Even though you arc Pope and I a nun, we arc not the 
beSt of humaris, nor the worst either " 

Pius appeared chastened, but he was obVJously sllll confused 
"Why did this woman come to you?" he asked 

"Signora Pctacc1 came with a message from Mussohm himself," 
Pascahna replied "II Duce 1s seelung your mtcrvcnllon m the war 
He ts hopmg for some sort of ltahan poht1cal solution " 

"Docs Hitler know of this?" Pius asked 
"""lo, he does not," the nun said "Signora Petacc1 assured me that 

Mussohn1 has had httle conversation of late with Hitler II Duce is 
now totally disenchanted with· the Fuhrer He has called· H11lcr's 
auack on Russia 'mcgalomamacal ' 1\ccord1ng to Petacc1, Mussohm 
considers himself little more than a pnsoner of the Germans He real­
izes that his own star 1s waning 11 Duce 1s m his s1xt1cs and she tells 
me that he 1s a very depressed man " 

"I wdl not see Mussolini'" Pius satd finnly .. Nor wdl I Wk with\ 
Juml"' 

" Mussoltm- 1s repentant." Pascahna reminded the Holy Father 
"He was baptized a Cat·hohc Though he became an atheist, you, as 
Holy Fat·her. cannot ref.use to help 'bnng him back to A.lm1ghty 
God" 

· \;fussolm1 1s a w1lv devil'" the Pope retorted "Whenever he 1s 
do"'n for the moment he will conceive of an) trick .to regain power 
The Hot~ F.nhcr will not scne as II Duce's pa"'n'" 

"But "'tll :,-ou aid him some wa} 1 " she asked qu1ct·ly. almo)t 
1mplonng tthe Pope's help 

For a long moment P1111 was 1.n deep thought He then told Pas­
caltna "Tell this Petacet woman to have Mussoluu contact the arch­
bishop of Mtlan with his plan for peace If there 1s menl in the peace 
proposal, I will carry forth from there .on That, my dear Motbet 
Pascahna. 1s the most I will do for Mussoluu, or for any or those other 
architects of war, be they Hitler. Stahn. Roosevelt. or Churclull" 

o\t Pa&Qhna's suggestion Clara Petacc1 advised Mussohru to pres­
ent bu peace propos1uon to the archbishop of Milan II Duce sent his 
son. V1ttono, with a plan aimed at opening negot1at1ons with the 
Al hes 

The an:hbJShop was sufficiently impressed. and he forwarded the 
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Jl"IPll*I • t11e·Vauc:aa. Since t!tc-nun was in on the scheme froai 
the start, Pius suggested that she consider the plan carefully before 
he would even give ll a moment of has time 

What Mussohru' was essenually seelang was sanctuary somewhere 
an the West for bamself, has wife and children, and his mistraa, 
Clara If ll were to be granted, the dictator, disgraced and tued ~ 
war, was prepared for what was tantamount to unoond1t10na1 
surrender 

"Mussol1ru 1s prepared to give up," Pascahna advised Pius "Holi­
ness, I suggest you forward the proposal to Alhed headquaners It 
will help greatly to shorten the war and save many hves" 

After studying Mussolini's proposal the Pope agreed reluctantly 
with the nun's idea Paus sent the papers along to General Dwight D 
Eisenhower, commandmg general of the Alhed forces He included• 
a covenng letter, written· an his own hand, urging the Alhes to accept 
II Duce ·s offer 

In a matter of days Eisenhower wrote the Pope a cur.t reply, sum­
manly tCJCCtang the entire proposal 

"Has Holiness felt General E1senho11.er was telling the Holy See t.o 
mmd Its own business," Pascahna recalled "While the General's let· 
ter was polite, 11 was cold Eisenhower implied that the Alhcs had 
H1trer and Mussohni an their iron grasp and they were not going to 
show any mercy " 

Pascahna reported the Allies' reJcChon at once to Clara Petacc1 It 
required much effon on the nun's part to reach the woman by phone 
at Mussohru's hideout an Milan 

That was the last contact Pascahna had w1th Petdcc1 until late 
Apnl 194S, when correspondence from her arrived JI the Vatican 

"I am following m) dcstmy." Petacc1 1Hote Pascahna 1n her note 
of Apnl 25 " I don't know what will become of me. ·but I cannot 
question my fate " 

By the time the letter was received, Pascahna "as "ell' aware of 
what had happened to Petacc1 Mu~~olini hJd told her to leave Milan 
with him in a ten<ar caravan the same day she wrote the nun 11 
Duce was to make a final stand with his rcm:11n1'lg neofasc1st army 
somewhere in the nonh of Italy 

The dictator 'had also instructed his wife and children to remain 
behind m Milan He left his family several documents. including Jct· 
ters to Churchill\ which, he hoped would prO~·lde safe passage ror 
them to a neutral country 

LA POPESSA • 227 

If the> try to stop you or harm you," II Duce aristructcd his wtfe, 
· ask to be handed over to the English " 

At dawn on April 26. Mu.ssohni and Pet.acet, nd1ng in an Alfa 
Romeo wuh Spanish license plates, started up the winding west shore 
of Lake Como They drove through heavy dnzzle for more than 
1wenty-five miles. then stopped at a hotel to await the amval of some 
three thousand fascist troops 

After pacmg the floor m vain for more than twenty-four hours, 
\1ussohn1 ordered his caravan to oontmue north without the add1-
11onal troops It was his final command As II Duce and his compan­
ions approached Dongo, bands of Italian ant1fasc1sts attacked with­
out warning Their caravan was surrounded, and all were quickly 
captured 

'-umbers of extremists, wild wuh cxh1larat1on from their great 
coup. demanded \fussohru's 1mmcd1ate execution Some were also 
screaming for Petacc1 s hfe Others. cooler-beaded, wanted II Duce 
3nd his mistress turned over to the Allies 

The fate of Mussohm and Petacci was resolved on Apnl 28 >A ben 
a three-man execution squad quite uneiipcctedly took matters into 
their o~n hands The terronsts mercilessly gunned them both down 

The bodies of Mussolma and Petacc1 were taken back to Milan, 
then strung up by their feet m the Piazza Loreto For 'days they 
remained hanging. their heads dangling to the ground "A lesson for 
all who would persecute the human race to sec and learn by," Car· 
dmal Tmerant remarked to Pascahna as he pomted m glee to photos 
of their hangmgs in a Rome newspaper. 

Two nights later Huler committed suicide In a week, on Ma> 7, 
19~5. Wor.ld War II in Europe was over 

Though the free wodd was dehnous with JOY. Pascahna brooded 
O\er the scars that the ravages or warfare had left upon the Ho!} See. 
most paruculady upon the Pope hunsclf Both his physical and men­
tal heaJt.h had detcnordted Though Pius had always sho"ed a hope· 
'ut face to the world. the: nun had often found him brooding alone m 
his privJte quarters He hdd eaten less and less, and slepl pooFly A 
m.in over six feet tall the: Holy Father was an emaciated one 
hundred and thirl) pounds 

Lookmg back. the nun. at e1ght)-sc:ven, paused and her eyes grew 
m1~t) w1t<h the sorrow that stlll remains As Pius Xll's closest confi· 
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EllGLISH TRANSIATION OF DCHIBIT "H" 

Santi ago, 5 of Dec 1962 , Herman Julius Walter Rauff Bauerme ister entered 
into an appearance 1n court , who was born 1n Germany , a widower , who reads and 
wr ites, res 1d 1ng 1n Punta Arenas, i!nd under the promise to te l I the truth he declared' 

I arri ved 1n Chile for the f irst t ime 1n 1923 (7 1925) 1n ci rcumstances 1n wh ich 
was a cadet 1n the German navy arrived on board the [Crucero Alem~n Ber l~n) 

I 

This ship arrived at valpar a1so and afterwards made a landfull 1n Corra l and 
1n Punta Arenas We returned to Germany between March and April of 1926 I 
continued 1n my course as a seaman and I obtained the raAk of captain of a corvette 

War was declared 1n Sept of 1939 and I naturally part1c1pated 1n 1t as a German 
~1t1zen, and I served during the war 1n the navy and also 1n the 1nformat1on service~ 

had various superiors a nd I remember the last one which was general Wolff. 

I neve r have directed c9centrat1on camps and no 1ntervent1on have I had 1n 
the death of Jews I have not exterminated anyone 1n ga s chambers a l though I have 
fought 1n battle On this po int I am completely innocent 

On April 30 of 1945, 1n circumstances 1n which I found myse l f 1n Milan I WH 

.detuned by the American t:.-QOtM . ............. • e.-...,,. .. 2&-,~~•tbec. .. .wil~! ~. 29, 
~·. • At that t ime I was a German soldier but I must declare that seamen also are 
called soldiers At that time complying with the 1nformat1on service I was wearing 
the uniform of the SS which means, translated to Spanish "Security Body" 

During the tame of my detention, wh1t.h was naturally after the war, I was 
interrogated by Engl1 <;h and A111er1cijn off1c1als of t he 1nformat1on Service 1n various 
concentration camps in Italy In c i rcumst ances 1n wh ich I found mys<!lf 1n R1man1 I 
ran away from the concent r a tion camp a nd I went t o Naplei. There a CaLhol 1c pr 1 e~t 
helped me t o go to Rome where I sta yed more or less a year a nd a half and alway1 
1a~eonvents of the Hol y See I ~·~wen au•1l1ary t eac.ber of French and 
l\litUemat1cs t n (Un Ortel1nato -- orphanage? t he word isn 't in my d1ct1onary} that 
1~ •I led 11v(a Pia" 1n Rome . With the help of the Cathol 1c Church my fam1 ly was 
·~t.Q come from ~he Russian ~•·-'""'a.. n¥ ,to -ac.. Reunited with my fanuly, 
I went to O<imascu<; (Syria) with the agreemenl ol the Syrian ~lJte Altt!1wJ1J~ I 
was with my fam1 ly 1n Ecuador where I was 9 years from 1949-1958 I worked as a 
travel 1ng salesman 1n <:i f irm that represented the Bayer Company from Ecuador I 
sent my sons to Chi le for them to study , one 1n a m1I1 tary school [ the bot tom 
li ne 1s cut off the page ] their s t udies because they couldn't be accepted 
off1c1a l ly 1n the course because they were both foreigners 

In February of 1958, I came from Ecuador to Chi le to see my sons and after 3 weeks 
I r eturned to Ecuador Th i s took place on a vacation per iod 

finally Oct 26, 1958 I decided to settle def1n1t1vely 1n Chile with family, 
and I went directly to Magallanes , where I worke d as manager of the Sara Braun 
convner1cal Society Ltd My fam i ly stayed 1n Santiago and to unite myself with the 
fam i ly I returned to Santiago 1n August of 1959 and I worked 1n the import firm of 
Goldmann, Jansen and C1~ ltd In charge of this firm, I made a trip with my wife 
to Germany from Apr1 I to June of 1960 I was in Hamburg, l1un1ch, Cologne, [Muelh1 1m7], 
Kiel, Hannover I must make clear that 1n all these c1t1es existed agencies of the 
firms that I was representing The police never took me pr i soner and I have trave l led 
at a l l times with the passport that the tribunal shows me On the passport there 1s 
[constanc1a - stamps? 1 of all the countries that I have been through And although 
sai d passport I obtained 1n the German embassy 1n Quito June 19 1953, 

This cert1f1cate whose German name was JUSt 1mpr1nted corresponds 1n Spanish to 

EXHIBIT "H" - 'l'H/\NSIA'l'lON 
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Snnt1Pr.o. c1ncC'I ut L'1cicrJu1c de nil novcc .. c11lc,. 

' J L' 

r • rt.':': y tl••~ , 

COM) •arecio IU:H!L\. ' ,l\'l.lU~ l/,,L1J:Llt RAUFr UAt.l:IUU::ISTL!~, f l e1c.lo f"ll ,\)<'.'·1.111 1 

C8ot.hen, viudo, 11uc lco y ctc,ribe, domiciliado on J'u11t;> Arr-11 .• , l"nrf, .. 

9J~, D~pto. B., Cddula 4e Idcntidad N°827l~ de Punt .. :rcnas) b~JO pruMc­

sa do 4ecir verdacl ex:puso• 

Yo lloB"JI I\ Chile pur primcra vez en 19' _, '1• ~l rcun"<t::incias CltH 

yo -era cadete de le Armacln Alcmana, Llecruc5 a b:>r•. 

Derl!n.-

1 :""ruc t l ·• l enli1• 

Este barco l.lei;cS a Voilpara:lso y dospu6 .. rc. c~J 6 c11 Corral y cu 

J'l.inta Arenas.- necrosamos a Ale111ania entre na1·~0 y ,\bril <le.- 1?:?6.- Yo 

con-tinu& en m1 carrera de marina y llecu& al crado do C~pit~11 de Corbc.-­

ta,-

La euerra se declar6 en Septiembre do 19J9 y "" 11nturalmente 

particip' en ell.a como ciudadano alemdn, y actu4 durantc l:i rucrra en 1. 

narina y tambicSn' on el Sqrvicio do In:rorma.oiones. - Tll'." -.~ri o~ Jefes ) 

roouerdo al 4ltimo que era el General Vol.ff.-

Yo jam's he dirie:l.do campoe de concentraci6n y ~iunR :l.nt<'~­

voncidn he tenido en 1a muerte de judio.s . No . he extcrrainallo n nadie cu ·--·----ollmara de cases ei bien he combatido - en la luoha,- Z::n ci;;to puuto yo so'· 

oo~pletamente :l.nocente.-

El JO de Abr:il de l.945, on c1rcunstanc1a.s c1uc. ""· <-ncontrah .. c. . 

tlil;{n yo !'u! deteni.do por las tropas amorioanaa. I:s tuve r•rc~o ve1nt <' r 

sea, o sea., has ta el 29 de Dioicmbre l;ie 1946.- En e ! I• L • u vo er --clacto aleman_P.cro dl!bo declarar que los marinoe ta111l13 (1 
,, - --------- . ··--· ----· --...-·. l I, I: <J.ll ! I 

En eao t1e11po de acuerdo con el Servi~io de Info:n:mc.:. .. r.c.~ --- .. ·-- .. ----_, _._....-----· 
forme de la S.S. que qui ere deo'ir, '£r.aduoido ~l enc t '· •• --..... ,, ... 
curidad".-

l -

' l.. 

c 

Durante el t:l.empo de mi detencicSn, que lo 1 : 1 .. t 1l!'..1 lr1C'nt~ • 

f'l\l&S de la euerra, fu:£ interrocado por Ofioialea d cl ~u?"Vl.Ol.O de. lnicl~­

l1110i6n amoricanos e ingleaes on diverao:e campoe d<' c 1•u··c:i· l :ioi~n en It;i-

111\ .- En oirounstancias que me enoontrnbn en Rimini ) " 1 '- fuL-u& del 1:i.1 1-

po do ooncontracicS:q y me fu! a N'polaa .- All! me Ill}""'"' · u . curo. ca'tt11cn 

para irme a noma donde per~anec! au£s o 111onos un aiio ;· 1 ._, Lo )' siecipr•' 

en r.onventoe de la Santa Sedo,- Trabaj& como maeetrn <.11:-. l. l1nr de Fr:i1a &s 

y clo >!atem;it;i.cas en un Or1'elinato quo se llama "V!a I'.i:"" en Roc:a.- '·'''' . 
la ayuda de la Iclesia Cat6licn. mi familia pudo vcnirsc- de la zona · 11"'1 

en ,\ le1.iania,a nor:::a, Reu_n1do ya con 1:11 :ramilio. me he idc "Dal"i1SCo ( :1.ria 

con un contra to d e l. Cs tado Siriano. - Despu~s es tuv111" con n2 f;>l:'l. ~ • c n 

Louador donde estuve nueve aiios desde 1949 hasta 195 ' . tll• crupl<'J c ·. 

\'t'ndedor vi:iJero en unn i'irma que representcS la r&br1 c:i II::''-" £ r. - Dr '.:ns-

c1or r.1and4 lllis hiJOS a Chile para quo c atudiara n, unc. '-" l .. L. ~ c . 11> 1& . l i-
... ..... . - • 1 

~----- ·- ---------~ ·--- . - --- ·----
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waren. Die regiocalen fa.sdusnsdien Sicherheiaorgane batten sich 2WTI groBm 
Tal mn dem 1tahcsusche:c Ucr.ergrund- verbwidet oder vmuchten, sich dunh 
Zuaigerei euien gutcn Obcrpng m nnchaffen. Mit dem weiteren Vonnarscb 
der Allnei'ten .ut Itahen verscharfte nch zudem dte Unzuverliss1gkett der 1ta.he-­
msdi-fasdurusdten Behorden, so dall leatl1ch nur noch auf di~ •Schwarzen 
Brigaden• Verl'aG war, wahren.d d:uS1cherhetwynem vollend.s ID deu~e Hinde 
abcrging, da.s heifit, in die Hinde von Walter Rauff. 
Als SD-Chef von Nord1talien fUhrtc Walter Rauff neben seiner offiziellen Tiag­
keic vor a.llem dm mehr oder wen1ger ~hemuusvolle Vorhaben dutch. 
Ernau baur.e er seme K.ontakr.e zum Vaakan weir.er aus, b.ielt stindige Ver­
buidung zu lhschof Dr. HudaJ. und dies aud:i nach der all.uerten Besetzung Roms, 
sdilieBLch gewann er nordital.iem.sche Gemhche zur M1carbe1t ~ Aufbau sei­

ner Fluchrwege. Vor allem sd:ialr.er.e Slgi der Jesu1ten-Orden ein, ckr uber die 
Froncen buiweg dte Vm111dung zwuchen R.auif und Rom aufrecht«hielt...f 
Zweiteu.S unr.ernahm R.auff zahlrciche gebeunrusvolle Fahrtm ~ch Siidarol, du~ 
mic semen D1enswbLegenhe1ten rudiu zu run harr.en. Es gelang mu- troa. 111r.eu­
S1vcr Forschucg mcht 1mmer, die Grunde fur alle d1ese R.etsen zu erkunden, ob­
gleidi u:h mich allem zu diesem Zweck etruge Monar.e 10 Sudarol aufludt und 
mit zahlmdien Personen gespnxhen babe, die damals am Rande dieses GeschebeDS 
beteiligt waren. lmmerlun konnr.e 1ch etnwandfrci dte bere1u gesdulderr.e Zwam­
menknafc zwi.sdi.eii Rauff und Bormann IP Menn kl.aren. 
We1ti:rhin ~h fest, da5 zwei Sud~ler Burschen un Alter VOil etWa lO und 
lJ Jahren eane gewuse Rolle bei Rauffs geheimmsvoller Taagkcit gesp1dt haben. 
S1e mneo haufig zwuchen Ahazua (OpatJa) und Meran bin 1111d ~ei: und crafen 
sich JC'IVeW an verschiedenen Otten mit R.autf Da 111 Abau..i~ die Hauprver­
mlcntd.le des Unternehmem .. Bernhard• (falsche Pfuncl.noten) lag. die spit.er 
nach SchloB Ubers bet Menn verlegt wurde, musscn b.ier kausale Zusammen­
h.ange vermurec werden Als sicher habe 1cb feststellen konnen, dafi s1ch Wair.er 
R,aujf dreunal Ill emem Ganhof bei Trento rrut d~ be1den Sudorolem get.roffen 
bat, die ilun dabei fiinf etWa einetnba.lb Meter lange Bledika111Ster ubergaben, 
111 denen S1ch der iulleren ~cibung nadi falsdie Pfundnocen befunden haben 
k.onnten. Eme andere Etllinlng kann ach weder fiir dte rucht dten.stJJch begrii.n­
dcien Fahrun Rautf s noch fiir ~e Reuen der betden Siidarolu un4 nc>c;i wemger 
fur cile Oberpbe der Behilr.er finden. Rauff fuhr mic dtesen Behaltem nach 
Menn, Boun und vor allem 1n ldeuiere Doner Sudurols. EU.en d..ieser Behalter 
babe 1cb in emern entlegenen Bau~f gefunden. Er war aber leer, oder nchcger 
gesqt, der Bauer ham dann seine Butter zum Kuhleii aulbewahrt.. ~r cile 
Herkunh des Behilters befragt, sagte der Bauer, dall er Jin von einem iungen 
Maa.n aua dem Dorf erhalr.en ha.be. Jeoer Junge Mann abet war sett Ende des 
Kneges spurlos verschwunderi. Ob es sich dabet um einen da beiden Siidaroler 
gehandelt hat, LeS Jlch mcht fenstellen. Man k2nll mit an Sicherheit grenunder 
Wahrscbemlichk.ett anaehmen, ifag W:i.lter Rauff un hoheren Auftrag ID Siidarol 
Reservm angelegt bat, dte dana allerdm~ nur zu einem geI"Ulgen Tei! w1eder 
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Luvo!N nobcrte RautT nach langerer Sucbe m saner. Ma.ilander Wohnwig auf 
und machte ihm den Vorschlag. die Akten aus:z.ullefern, u koMe sich da£iir die 
Fr~at und allen!alls c4e Flu.ch' erkaufen. Erst m diesem Augenblidt erkannte 
Rad, welchc Trumpfe Jun der Zufall in die Kande gesp1elt bane: Er pb 
Luvomi zu versteh.en, cWl er an dem Arcbiv nichi mrqesnert sa, aber dennoc:h 
euiq besummuu Pms fordere. RaWf dadite sofort daran, den spauren Roau­
sdien Weg nu:ht nur auf den K.lerus, socdem auch auf die kommwusmchea 
Panisanen aufzubauen. 

\ W'ahrend Rauff am nachnen Tag m die lnnemtadt fuhr, wn Slcb WJedet mit 
Luvoaµ und anderen Gespl'aduparmern zu tre6en, W\lrde er auf der S~ 
erka.n.nt und von einer US..Stmfe verWtet. Im Scadlgera.ngnis San Vinore 
war Rauff kei.o. Unbe1'annter, und die dort herrschenden Parmanen empfingen 
th.a auf we WelSC.. S1e ahnten 111cht, da!l Jener Walter Rauff, den SIC gttade 
zusammen.schlugm, dabei war, mir ihncn e111 makabres Gesch2f t ab~dleu. 
D1.e GI's sahen dem Tn:iben tetln.alunslos zu. Fur ne war <fas iµcha Neues; 
SIC hauen Ill Italien sdion andere Dlllge edebt. 
Ra1,1tf dadite m cLesen Minuten dann, cWl Jlch seit der Kap1w.lat1on und seinem 
Untertauchen sene klenkalen Helfer rucht mehr gemeldet batten, und er war 
ncher, ~ sich Rom V(!n den Fh1chdulfen dastanZJeten werde. 

X Aber gerade 1n dJeum Augenblick tauchte eut Pacer ;i.uf, der von den Pam.sanm 
zuersc aut lauwn Hallo begnillt wurde, dem Sic aber bald cuie gewwe Ach~g 
entgegmbrachten. Der Pater wollr.e Rauff D!lmehmen und redete daruber mu 
ih.aen. Obcrnschenderweuc waren die Parwanen damit ein v~nden. Aber 
gegen diese LOsuug proiesuerten nun die amenkaruscben Soldaten Der Pater 
brachte es dennoch ferog, daB R.auif wemgnens in das 1 s- US.Lauren in 

Mailand elllgdiefen wurde. Don besal3en die Patres ea.ne Reihe von Moglich­
ke1ten, Jemandem zur Fluchc zu verhclfen. 
Aber der Zufall wollte cs, da.6 111 dcr gleichen Nacht ~111 Ta! des I,.auretts vo11 
deuuchm Verwundeten geriumt und <fie Gefangenen Ul das US-Ca.mp nach 
fil.cd.i verlegt wurden. 
Am nichstcn Morgen stand Walter Rautt am westhchen Drahtverhau des lagers. 
Er k.onate IDlt bloBem Auge Jet!C Scbeu11C JC.hen, m der s1ch die Resu: des fasdu­
msc:hen Panei-Mduvs befanden. 
Noch euie Oberr.asdtung erwartete 1hn an Jmem Morgen. scm chemaliger Adiu­
C:lDt Ham Heun war L.agerlr.ommandanc bier geworden. Das Wiedersehen war 
henhch. abcr Heim, der Pfhchtgetreu.e, dadite aunt da.ran, sea.nem ehema.hgen 
Chef mr Flucht :zu verhelfen. Dahir h.atten a.ndere bereaa Rau~s Spuren aufge­
nommm. Bcvor die Jesuiten 11berha.upt wullcm, wo Slch Rauff befand, ha~te 
LuvOtlU dJes fesigestcllc und sduckte schon am Mittag des entcn Tages w:ie 
sch.nfthchc Botscbaft in R.auif, die allerdings ulc:unauvm Gharakter uug. RaWf 
war uotzdem eUlvemouid.en und wurde nodl m der gle1chen Nadu aus dem 
US-Lager befrcit. Mic emer roten Armbmde dekonerc; fuhr er Ill Gesellsdiaft 
von seCbs Pa.msanen nach M:uland zuruck und bqog seme alte Wohuung. Vor 
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