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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

subject Religious Service at White House

to Bert Gold

from Hyman Bookblndeﬁ/

- WINPURLOULD

Well, apparently I participated in a historic White House
ceremony on Sunday!

I thought I should send you this report and some reflections.
Brant tells me that Monday's New York Times story served as the basas
for much concern and also humor in Pittsburgh. But the matter should
be treated quite seriously; 1t may have important consequences=-not
only for Rabbi Finkelstein, either. i

Enclosed 1s a XEROX copy of the program as i1t was daistributed
at the service. Also enclosed 1s an editorial from the Washington.
Post, to whaich I waill return below.

My own involvement in the service is truly ironic. As Sanm
Rabinove knows, I contacted haim soon after the first announcement of
the White House services that Mr. Nixon was comtemplating. Even though
I am a soft-liner on Church-state generally, I just didn't like the
smell of this. To my surprise, Sam was less adamant about this than
I expected. And subsequently, whenever I raised 1t with people, I got
the surprisingly mild reaction thal "The President has a raight to do
whatever he wants in his own (!) house..." But I continued to feel
that when a President of the United States extends invitations (whlch
are almost always considered command performances) to the White House,
u51ng Federal employees and resources to back up the service, it Just
isn't a praivate service in a pravate house. Nevertheless, my own
opposition kKept melting away, and then I got an invitation myself.

I hesatated for about an hour before accepting, and then decided that
both for institutional and for personal reasons, I have no reason for
declaining. In fact, I said to myself, why don't I let the service
1tself contribute to my judgment about 1its approprlat?ness? So I went.

First, contrary to press accounts, the guests were not "largely
Jewish". I was told, and my own observations seem to support i1t, that
about 20% were Jewish. It was not the usual "Jewish leadership" crowd.
Of the '"pro's" only David Brody of A.D.L. and I were there. 1 approved
of thais, 1t would have been patronizing to have had a: predomlnatlyl
Jewish group Just because the officiator was a Rabbi., The gatherlng
seemed to be the usual mix of government officials, party faithful)
and special guests for the occasion like myself. This 1s 1mportant
because I believe that the service that Sunday should not be thought
of as a "Jewish" service, 1f 1t were, then of course the inclusion of
the doxology would have really been inexcusable. I belleve the Presi-
dent wishes people to consider the services &= non-secEstarian in
the broadest possible sense. The minaster or Rabbi officiating, nat-
urally, understandably gives a particular service a special flavoq.
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Now, I believe in retrospect that 1t was a lapse in good judg-
ment or good taste to have included this particular doxology in a ser-
vice with a Rabbi. But 1f as distinguished a Rabbi as Louis Finkelstein
did not think 1t offensive, but rather that 1t was the President's '
right to make every service as ecumenical as possible, then I don't
think this 1s particularly important. After all, we all go to dinners
and events almost every day when 1in the presence of Jews (and even Rabbas
on the dais) priests invoke the name of Jesus Christ and the Holy

Trainaity. . g

I must now confess that as I left the White House, I was thinking
that perhaps I had been too doctrinaire in my attitude about such
services. For the most part, the whole thing was ain good taste, after
all, a Rabbi had in fact been the spiritual leader that morning-=an
important symbol for the whole country, and there was generally good
fellowship across religious lines during the gay coffee hour following
the service. So I was beginning to think that I'd not again object
to the practice. 1 had in fact been co-opted!

But by the time I got to see the Washing ton Post, second thoughts
were developing and when I read the editorial I found myself in total
agreement. If the President, for whatever reasons, prefers to worship
at home, then he should have very small, pravate groups of friends in
totally unpublicized services. He could still have guest ministers
of every faith. But to f£ill the East Room with 300 people, most of
whom he does not know personally, really 1s to "polaiticalize'" religious
observance and that's not justifiable--no matter how non-polltlcal his
initial impulses were in this matter. .

I'm not suggesting any public protests in thas matter-Jcerta1nly
not any against Rabbi Finkelstein himself, who with one possible reser-
vation delivered an entirely appropriate and eloquent sermon,'onq that
was very highly regarded by every non-Jew I spoke to. But 1in some ap-
propriate ways--certainly 1f we are consulted about the matter--we
might indicate our concerns. |

I

But perhaps I am really wrong again on this issue. So I'd like
your views on this--and of any additional associates! you care to share

this wath.
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Sam Rabainove
Seymour Samet
Marc Tanenbaum
Mort Yarmon




THE WEEK IN RELIGION

BY RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE

RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE FOR RELEASE: Weekend of Dec. 21, 1973
43 West 57th Street
New York, New York 10019

CHURCHES, SYNAGCGUES WILL STRESS FAITH IN GOD,
RELIGION'S ROLE IN THE U.S. DURING BICENTENNIAL

"Suffer me to recommend to you an attention to the public interest of
religion,™ the Rev., John Watherspoon said to his Philadelphia congregation i1h
May 1776 as the Continental Congress met in thaf city to chart the course of
the American Revolution.

"or in other words, (I recommend) zeal for the glory of God and the good
of others,™ continued the only clergyman to sign the Congress' Declaration of

Independence.

Witherspoon's recommendation, despite the quaant sound of his language,
is being echoed 1n religious preparations for the Revolution's bicentennial.

Active planning is underway in church, synagogue and ecumenical forums
for the 3975 anniversary.

While committees are still meeting, religious groups reflect a determina-

tion to haighlight three major bicentennial concerns:

-- Faith in God as a cornerstone in the American heritage.

-- Interaction between religion and society as a necessity for a healthy
American future.

-- Religious freedom as a guarantee in the American experience.

These concerns are in direct line with Wiatherspoon's stress on religion's
public interest. They are inseparable from commitment to reassert in the bicen-
tennial the truths on which the Founding Fathers based the Declaration of

Independence:
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"We hold these Truths to be self-evadent, that all Men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unaliénable Rights, that
among these are Lafe, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,™

Numerous meetings, Drojects and themes in and leading up to 1976 have
been announced.

-- The 1976 International Eucharistic Congress of the Roman Catholic
Chwurch, set for Philadelphia, may be the largest single event of the anniver-
sary year, especially if the Pope attends as some anticipate.

-- All U,S. Baptists -- the nation's largesct Protestant community -- are
invited tb take part in a January, 1976 convention in Washington, D.C.

-- The Pentecostal-charismatic movement, ancluding Protestants and Cath-
olics, will hold a "Spivit of '76" celebrataion, climaxed with a massave Los
Angeles rally to show "unity in Jesus Christ.”

-~ An Eplscopal Church outline for study, penitence, celebration and
rededication across 1975 has been recommended by the National Council of
Churches to i1ts 31 Protestant and Orthodox communions.

-- The National Council iteelf 1s helping to develop "fittaing religious
observances" for the anniversary. It is provading staff services to an Ecumen-
ical Task Force on the Bicentennial which has already developed a long list of
specific proposals for how local congregations can mark the many events of the
Revolutionary era.

-~ A manifesto on "The American Dream in the Light of the Gospel™ 1s in
preparation by the American Lutheran Church. Gov. Arthur Link of North Dakota
is one of the drafters.

-- A committee of the Church of the Latter-day Saints (Mormon) is putting
special emphasis on understandaing the U.S. Constatution.

The Mormon Church as also seeking a special song encouragaing Americans to
build a better world as the bicentennial approaches. And a call for new hymns
to commemorate 1976 has been made by the Hymn Society of Bmerica.

Most Churches have national-level bicentennial committees, as do Jewish
organizations. The Eastern-Orthodox Catholic Dialogue is planning special

"common witness"™ from 1974 to 1976.
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One of the most inclusive initiatives was announced in mid-December by
the trustees of New York's Interchurch Center, an ecumenical facility. A proj-
ect yet to be named will underscore Rmerica's religious heritage and lay the
foundations for broad-based work on religion's role in society beyond the
baicentennial.

Chaired by Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, retiring general secretary of the
National Council, the project will brang together a committee of over 100 per-
sons, drawn ffom every segment of U.S. religion, to eutline specific plans.

The project will have a strong interest in religious liberty. It will
locate and channel to local groups a wide selection of resources on religion
and the bicentennial, develop other materials and foster deliberations on
religion's role in ongoing U.S. society.

Carroll Fitch, director of the Interchurch Center, explained that the
project "aims at lafting up and preservang the religious values in the nation's
past and projecting those values into the future so that the U.S. fully on
achieves the justice and laberty promised to each citizen.”

That means, he added, "completing the American Revolution. This 1s a
theme also being developed by various civil rights groups and churches with
large minority constituencaes.

With all the actaivitaes announced and in process, it may be hard to
believe that religious planning for the bicentennial was actually slow to
start. That 1s, nevertheless, the case.

Discussions on what and how organized religion could contribute to anm-
versary observances date back to the 1960s, when a commission named by Presi-
dent Johnson was considering federal bicentennial programs.

But the Indo-Chaina war raged in the '60s. Domestic strife was common-
place. Little enthusiasm for a national celebration was engendered in any
quarter. Then the early 1970s brought warnings -- from conservative and
liberal, sociologist and theologian -- against ecclesiastical adentifacation
with "eivil religion,™ sometimes defined as idolatry of the nation.

Also, when should the bicentennial begin and end? Some persons felt it
should open in 1976, anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, or 1975,
the start of the Revolution, and run until 1983, the 200th year since the

Revolution ended.
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What exactly was the bicentennial marking? The Declaration of Indepen-
dence? The Revolutaon itself? The birthday of the present form of government,
which was not established untal 17877
Presadent Nixon wanted the celebration to culminate Zn 1976 and on the
federal level his view prewails. He announced the opening of the Bicentennial
Zra an 1971. Earlier, he éppointed an American Revolutionary Bicentennial

Commission (ARBC).

Many religious leaders waited to see what nationwide plans, around which
they could organize activities, would be proposed by ARBC. The Bicentennial
Era opened but the commission was unprepared to launch anything.

ARBC has a troubled past and present. It was accused of mismanaging funds
after a 1972 congressional investigation. The label "partasan" was applied on
the basis of internal communications obtained by the press. An official youth
task force resigned to protesct "imbalance'™ in commission composition.

As ARBC floundered, Watergate hit. The scandal seems to have spurred
religilous groups to move ahead with their own bicentennial goals. The commis-
sion was discussing tourism and commercial expositions. An independent Peoples
Bicentennial Commission was moving in ways many considered "radical." The
Churches, particularly after Watergate, wanted to raise questions about
national morality.

The bicentennial provides an opportunity for religious groups -- singly,
collectively and in concert with other social institutions -- to recall the
religious values in America'’'s past, proc.aim them in the present and beam
them into the future.

"Our observance should be both appreciative of the nation's hastory and
critical (or prophetic) concerning the nation's life," an official of the Bap-
tist Joint Committee said an announcing the 1976 convention for U.S, Baptists.

The belief that religious observances of the anniversary must be both
appreciative and critical is shared by others. Some base this two-fold thrust
on what Father John J. Kirvan, C,S.P,, writing an New Catholic World, termed

the "collapse of the American Dream."
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Religious spokesmen of varying doctrines point to the need to rethink the
meanings of the raghts to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness in 20th
Century terms and with intent to expand the horizons of liberty.

J. Irwin Miller, the industrialist and active Disciples of Christ layman,
has said:

"The best bairthday present we could possibly give ourselves is to under-
take to restate what America of 1976 ocught te be about, and to state it with a
daring and foresight comparable to that of our ancestors.

"For the achievement which we so much admire in our founding fathers was
their ability to make a new statement about how people should live together
and govern themselves,”

Fears have been voiced that bicentennial events may over-indulge in "cavil
religion." B speaker at a 1971 meeting of the Religious Education Association
predicted and regretted an "enormous upsurge"” in attempts to identify America
as the "new Israel" of "God's chosen people."

Undoubtedly, that ideology, which has a long history in the U.S., will
find expression in the bicentenmial, Yet Watergate may have forestalled uncrit-
1cal national self-glorification and religious planning does not appear to be
moving in that darection.

Sen. Mark Hatfield (R Ore.), widely respected across the spectrum of U.S.
religion, has conducted an aggressive campaign against mistaking America's
goals with the will of God.

"We stand with gosse pimples running up and down our backs," the senator
recently said, "and pledge allegiance to the flag and 'America under God'...
and feel that this is a token acknowledgement of the true living God to save

our national conscience.™
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Sen. Hatfaeld's rejection of the value of such religion bears more than
a faint trace of an assertion by John Witherspoon, "There are fixed bounds to
every human thing.”

Present indications are that Churches in the nation are following in
bacentennial planning a course described by the Rev. Charles Henderson, a
Princeton University chaplain: "Reaffirm the transcendence of God and the
belief that in this tame or in any time, judgment precedes redemptaon.”

Therein is John Witherspoon's zeal for "glory of God."

"A clear sensitivity to the injustices of society precedes constructive
change," Mr. Henderson added.

And in that as Watherspoon's zeal for "the good of othsrs.”
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Lready served three Presidents,
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A fau chance exists that the seven religious
services held so far at the White House have en-

* abled Richard Nixon fo convey to the Nation Ius
' feeling that religion 1s important If so, that’s fme,

wno could not be edified by amational leader pur-
sumng one of the oldest fenets of the spiritual life,

. Sabbath worship?

Unfortunately, the way religion 1s being con-
ducted in the White House these days—anmud hand-
picked politicians, reporters, cameras, guest lists,
staff spokesman—has not only stirred needless
controversy but invited, mightly or not, the sus-

« picion that religion has somehow become en-
' tangled (again needlessly) with politics

We thought from the begmning that it would
have been better if 'Mr Nnion had manifested his
1ehigious beliefs by going outside the White House

' to worship, as most, if not all of his predecessors

have done In bringing religion to the East Room,

' ine President appears to be attemapting to make
, religion and government allies in the same cause

Kings, monarchs and anyone else brash enough to
try this have'always sought to cajole, seduce or
mwvite the clergy to support official policy—not
necessarily by having them personally bless that

" policy but by having the clergy on hand in a smil-

mg and prominent way When Mr Nowon said
last Sunday that Rabbi Lows Finkelstemn had al-
we flinched

4
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Served? Are rabbis, or priests or ministers in the
business of serving political leaders or the causes
they represent? Is it really in the best of taste,
with the White House as the setting for Rabb.
Funkelstemn to pray that “future historians . .
may say that i a period of great trals and trib-
ulations, the finger of God pomnted to Richard
Milhous Nixon, giving him the wvision and wisdom
to save the world and ciwvilization?”’ Or for the
President to praise the Rabbi as “one of the most
distingmshed leaders of our time—one of the
few who have been on the cover of Time maga-
zZine " \

In all of this, we do not dispute the right of
Mr Nixon to hold services in the White House,
nor his right to choose those clergymen deemed
likely to preach ideas he’d like to hear What we
would suggest 1s only that the practice invites more
trouble than i1t’s worth—as witness the contro-
versy which quickly developed about the mclusion
of Christian dogma 1into Rabb: Finkelstein’s serv-
ices, attended by a large number of Jews Con-

| —
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troversy of this kind, howeyer petty, 1s very |
nearly mevitable when religious services are con- :

ducted 1n the politically charged atmosphere of the
residence of a President, and the best way to avoid
entangling religion and pohtics in this fashion 1s
to avoud using the White House as a church.

-



ROUNDUP ON [2TH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 5-7

_ Texas conrerence of churches
February 7, 1981 Telephone 512 / 478 7491, 2704 Rio Grande #9, Austin, Texas 78705

Release #107/8|
Contact. James C. Suggs, executive director
Joan Penzenstadler, press offlicer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUST IN-~Bucking a tight economy and a conservative national mood, representatives
of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox churches this week looked at
ways to get Texas to re-order i1ts priorities In favor of human needs.
The Texas Conference of Churches, in 1ts 12th annual Assembly of
Representatives held here February 5-7, unanimous!y passed resolutions advocating
on behalf of welfare recipients, abused and neglected children, and ethnic
minorities threatened by ferrorists.
AFDC (Ald to Families with Dependent Children) payments should be
doubled as soon as possible, stated a resolution directed at the 67th Texas
legislature. Present payments make Texas the 49th ranking state in welfare ald,
with a monthly average of $34 per person.
The TCC assembly recommended ralsing the coming year's AFDC total
to the $80 million |imit set by the state constitution and introducing a con-
stitutional amendment to abolish the celllng so the average payment can be
doubled.
Caseworkers for the Texas Department of Human Resources who handle
child abuse and neglect should have lower case loads, declared another resolution. 3
Delegates endorsed a reduction from the present 43 to 36 cases per worker, asking 3
the legislature to allocate more staffing funds for that purpose. The resoluff%n
T’ &{ further called on member churches to wourk cooperalively with agencies to devéﬂop ' ".t
AL i

D *FE programs for troubled families.
=

”~
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Viewing witth alarm "bigotry, racism and activities Tending foward violence
in the name of patriotism and Christlanity," a third resolution proded the religious
community to speak out against "potential terrorist activities by the Ku Klux Kian
and likeminded groups.” It warned Americans fo stay alert to such threats and urged
law enforcement agencies to protect human and civil rights.

In other action, delegates adopted two pollcy statements, accepted a draft
of a theologlical paper, approved a budget and elected leaders.

A policy statement of "The Church and Public Policy" outlines @ Scriptural
base and methodology for the church's speaking out on Issues. The other policy
document, "Criminal Justice and the Church," affirms the TCC's commitment to criminal
Justice reform and opposition to the death penalty.

Received as a working draft was a paper entitled "A Theology for an
Interdependent Style of Ecumenism," which explores the basts for a new stage on Inter-
church relationships based on sharing rather than competition.

Speaking on the assembly's "After Brokenness. . ." theme, Rev. Dr. M,
William Howard, Jr., president of the National Counci! of Churches, said-

"We In the church have been much oo Inarticulate about how the structures
Into which we plug our lives can often govern our behavior. So far, these structures
have given us such dividing walls as racism, militarism, sexism, militant nationalism,
agelsm . . .and a dwindling regard for the natural environment "

The need for "responsible reconcilers, bridges" between polarities was

stressed by Rev. Dr. James M, Dunn, executive director of the Baptist Joint CommTTTeq
on Public Affairs, Washington, D.C., at a legislative breakfast to which lawmakers
and other state officials were invited.

Rev. H. Richard Sicilianc, TCC president, challenged religious people fo
look beyond thetr boundaries-

"We in the church protect the children whose names we know, but we shou I d
also protect the children whose names we don't know," referring to such needs as

increased AFDC, Rev. Siciliano is executive presbyter of the Presbytery of New

Covenant, Houston. --more--



Release #107/81 -
add two

In a variety of hearings, church representatives listened to testimony on
key Issues and discussed approaches to action in the public arena and within the
church.

Three hearings provided background information on stands already adopted by
the TCC in previous years--backing farm workers, advocating a raise in AFDC payments
and supporting free public education for undocumented children.

In another set of five hearings, participants examined resolutions and
position papers that were to be voted on by the assembly.

Most Rev. John J. Fitzpatrick, Roman Cathollc bishop of Brownsville, was
installed as president-designate to become TCC president for two years in 1982. Rev.
Msgr. Robert C. Rehkemper, vicar general of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Dallas,
took offlce as vice-president.

Recording secretary for the coming biennium Is Rev. Marvin James of Lubbock,
director of the Council of Ministries of the Northwest Texas Annual Conference of
the United Methodist Church.

Rev. Dr. Ralph E. Stone of Dallas, executive director of the Thanks-giving
Square Foundation and an ordained minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), was elected chairperson of the TCC's Division of Communication, and Ms,
Barbara C. Holmes, shared staff member of the Austin district of the United Methodl!st
Church and the Austin Area Conference of Churches, became chalrperson for the Division
for Christian Unity. Both will serve two-year terms.

Re-elected lay members-at-large of the TCC's Board of Directors were
Francisco Briones of Alamo, directer of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Brownsville's
Department of Church and Society, 2nd Mrs. Eva Marie Mosby of Austin, a homemaker
active i1n church and community causes.

Also elected to two-year terms as lay members-at-iarge of the board were
Mike Hernandez, assistant dean of the Evening Division of San Antonio Community
College, Dr. John C. Ramge, professor of veterinary medicine at Texas A&M University,
Col lege Station, and Mrs. Evelyn Streng, associate professor of science at Texas
Lutheran College, Seguin.

Mrs. Oouida Dorr of Houston, president of Church Women United in Texas, #* ~

was elected to fi1ll the one-year unexpired term of a lay member-at-large who resigned
from the TCC board. 7 '

ak
’

A TCC general budget of $143,165.68 for 1981 was approved. ]



February 7, 1981 Te@xaAs conference of churches
Telephone 512 |/ 478 7491, 2704 Rio Grande #9, Austin, Texas 78705

Release #106/81
Contact: James C. Suggs, executive director
Joan Penzenstadler, press officer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUSTIN--Average welfare payments in Texas should be doubled as soon as
possible, the Texas Conference of Churches told the state legislature during
1ts 12th annual Assembly of Representatives here. i .
In @ resolution passed unanimously Saturday, delegates from 15
Christian denominations urged the 67th legislature to ralse Aid to Familles
with Dependent Children (AFDC) payments to the $80 mililon limit and to intro-
duce a constitutional amendment to remove that ceiling so that average pay-
ment can be doubled.
Texas presently ranks above only Mississippi with a monthly $34 per
person, compared to the national average of $75. Texas' AFDC payment comes
to 75 percent of the 1969 estimated cost of necessities of living. TCC also
cal led on 1ts member churches to support such legisiation through local efforts.
In other actions, the church body called for increased state funding
of services to abused and neglected children and for closer vigilance regarding
the Ku Kiux Klan and other terrorist groups.
A "services to children and families" resolution asked the legislature
to appropriate sufficient funds for staffing to reduce the average case load
from 43 to 36 for child protective services workers in the Texas Department

of Human Resources. The case workers deal with families of abused or

neglected children. That resolution further directed member churches to

T K coopefrate with agencies in developing local programs for troubled families.
PE CE
J --more--
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A "potential terrorist activities" resolution, aimed at "the Ku
Klux Klan and 1lkeminded groups,"” passed unanimously. It told members of
the religious community to speak out when such groups threatened |ife or
soclal stablility, and called for Americans to "be alert to" activities
endangering human or civil rights. The TCC paper also urged law enforcement
agencies to enforce laws protecting these rights

The interdenominational assembly, attended by 155 voting delegates
and more than 50 visitors, also endorsed two policy statemenis clarifying
TCC positions,

A policy statement on "The Church and Public Policy" offers
Scriptural grounding for the church's duty to speak on justice issues and
prescribes credible methods of doing so.

A policy document of "Criminal Justice and the Church" reaffirms
previously adopted TCC stands concerning criminal justice reform, supporting
commun ity programs over additional prison construction and opposing the

death penalty.

T
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CHARLES DAVIS *
Theology and Pelitical Society
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Contempotrary enthusiasts for pohtl
cal ,tehipion are wusually chaiac
terszed by a wiuch preater 1evelence
tor pohlitical ideas than for religious
ones DPerhaps it 1s because then
ntellectual apologists me theolo-
Lrans  having pulled down their
own house with the help of con
“tractors biovght i from the high
ways and by ways, they twin to the
edifices of seculautsm  with  a
diference that is all the moie aston
~sshing tor -lacking exactly the
criuical quahiues which had con
.tilved the demolinon of them own
habitation Politics, in their discern
ment, 1s- able to achieve 'so much
““Basic _1chgious 1dennty”, as
Charles Davis says mn these Hulsean
Lectures, dehveied im Cambiidge
duting 1978, “i1s_ “ active participa-
tion in the piesent shaping of a
umveisality to be ieahzed n the
futme” Tor this, there 15 to be
“a retuiy to a1icher, more humane
conception of politics and a con
sequent 1 ewideniiig of the range of
political language must come from
an acknowledgment of the essen
tially 1ehigious dimension of com
municative ‘action” He adds
“Politics, [ repeat, is an affair of
comniupicative action, the hmita
von of politics to instrumental or
technical action 1s death” This last
euor, of course, especially in s
modetn bureaucratized form, 18
espzuially characteristic of * bour
geols society ”, since “bourgeois

‘Serving the soul-force

Tes . shuenrYips T and somenmes = teﬁ )

yet tocome -

v
sndividualism teduces human beings
to their econdmic 1elauionships and,
' doing so, puts them in compe
ution with one another ..

Professor Davis, to do him credit,
does not clasm the authoiship of
this conclusion But by * politics”
——cverywhere n thas book, and
almost everywhere in the entire
discussion of * political theology "—
1s not meant the pohtical experience
of th> ceituries .what 15 meant is
the modern rollectivist state, with
its seemingly infithte capacity for
human  and', moial regeneration
Pohtwes; 1n thig sense, 18 a umver-
salisn ond a totaluy , a rediscavery
by disenchanted (and de mystilied)
rehigious thinkers - of a complete
esplanation of things in a world of
values wlich they kee}: professing
they have untili now fournd alien
“Poliucal theplogy -1s theology
memated by the pohitical®, accord
mg to Davis “It 1s faith as articu
lated or biought.to expression in
and through , political practice”
Political praciice, however, 1s not to
ba interpreted as, for example;
fe udal obhigation, or the divine right
of kings—m  anything else that
once obtained Those were all false
expressions of polincal oider,
thronn up by “adeology” wunder-
<stpod as the umveisalizing of the
sell interest of the ruling elites It
1s approved political' practice tvhat
1s the authentic meciator of rehigious
faith
poraiy moral seriousness

These lectures are full of appeals
to historical example, bur hke so
many other theologians Davis often
confuses the intellectual diagnoses of
past thinkers with* actual historical

1eahity The men who governed .

human society, or who shaped its
f1ansitions, were not 1 any straight-
forward way responsive to, or moh-
vated by, the great thinkers whose
1deas ave credited with the explana-
tion of social change * Positivism is

£ v g
S A

the refusal of 1eflection”, Davis
remarks, 1n this vein, “and us
dommance coiresponds to the in-
dustrial, technological and iauona-
lized civihization of the ninetecnth
and twentieth centuries, which
objectifies and instrumentalizes, not
just nature, but men n thesr social
relations an%pracnm ” As a des
ciiption of the work of Gladstone,
or of the woild picture avmlable to
a Sheffield foundry-worher — as of
other real polhitrcians and 1eal lab
ouwers who made the changes that
constitute modern society in Eng
land—this 15, to say the least, 1ather
attificral Eainestly contending,
thiough intellectual categoiies, for
the puisuic of the real and the con-
ciete, this study, like so many of 1its
kind, remaing inheirently abstract

The reason why this, book s so
disappointing 1s thdt it raises, n an
intelligent and often coherent man
ner, a reasonable case for religious
mvolvement with the world—and
then offers, ag a :solution to the
ptoblems encountercd, declarations
of political purpose but no content
In the end there is nothing theie
Like the Marxist structure of the
state, 1t 1s all to be left to the men
of the future, as they engage with
gr axis to ulumate critical awareness

bristanmity, as mediated thiough
pohitics, 1s " ongoing and therefore
future-orientated ™ - All preceding
understandings of “its nature and

the total politics of contem appeal have pioceeded from false

ideology , it has therefore attached
to all sorts of disagreeable political
realites But the total politics of
true liberation—=which Davis
thioughout describes, n unlovely
words, as “the nmancxpatori pro
cess "—will be discovered in heroic
participation with piogressive for-
ces For by politics, he means only

the politics of change There are
references to *“the unfiee society
of the present”, and to the human
tace bemg *“locked in- institution-
alized unreason and unfreedom ™,
Upon dus hving hell will fall the
future armies of a purged Christen-
dom But their Milvian Bridge 13
over the Volga " What sets pohtical
theology over agamst all earhiel
theologies ”*, Davis thscloses, " 1s 118
acceptance of the Marxist concept
of critique " Theory and piactice a1 e
dialectically related Marxism, to
Ecther with “ femunist theology and
lack theology ” constitute the new

rehgious insight You can then
ave at the content by yowself
Theire 1s, mm the book, an

acknowledgment of *the defects in
Maix's thought that have led to the
destructive dommmance of techmical
and bureaucratic rationality within
offictal Marxism"—piesumably a
way of describing the less than
frateinal treatment  sometimes
accorded to religious groups n
Commumst states But Davis’s
adhesion to Marxist ntellectual
analysis is actually pretty rigorous
His judgment is ulnmately a bat
hedged about, however He agonizes
at length over the misfortune that
Marx himself appears to have dis-
-missed religion altogether, yet
awaits the poitentous conclusion of
Frostin’s thiee volume study of a
, footnote 1n Chapter 13 of the furst
volume of Das Kapital There,
according to Dawvis, “the mature
Marx advocated a materiahstic
method, 1denufied as scienufic,
wlich takes account of history as
the work of man and thus distnct
fiom nature and rejected an
abstract materialism . that wo:éd
extend the nonhistorical methods
of the natural sciences to products

t with infallibility -~

Finding faul

7
3 4 Ak

B_y Peter Hebblethwait

AL i i

defined infallibility as an attribute Jogue with the Oithodox (not t
 mention the Anglicans) 15 o ge

of the Church and the Pope (in that
order)
Now if we could set aside philo-
deioiat -~ diffieuled 5 she

it shall, then some way wi
ba d..n€ 50

El A
¢

of human history, such as 1eligion ”
Mankind must hold its bieath unul
the completion of Frostli’s work

Most of the material in these
lectures 18 a descriptive analysis of
the thought of 1lie neo Maiaist
theologians of the Frankfurt school
and especially of - Metz and
Habeimas In view of thew intel-
lectual presuppositions and the con-
sequences of their destruction of
the idea of orthadoxy in {relizion,
it 1s difficule to determine why ny
of them bother tp po .on studyine
rehgion at all Surely the secula
alternatives, by then.own wanons,
are so much more persuasive?
Duvis 1s anxious 1o point out that
it 1s Christianity that has becen
wrongly mterpreted by its own
adherents: for the past 2,000 years
Stripped of false ideology, it mav
now :be recognized as a force for
human hberationy _the dynamuc,
along with all the other versiuns
of moral seriousness, of the * em'an;
cllmtory process” lluman Jistory
“ls m laige part a 'history of un
meaning and untruth, a stery ol
domination and .oppression” Chis
tlanity emeiges; at the end of
the ghastly go[ngs on,, as decph
but not quite wrredeemably, taintec
with it all Marx has shown us how
to wash away the sins

It's all rather familiar really
Over the central difficulty, whicl
Prolessor Dayis actually “discusse:
rather well——whether there 1s
stable corpus of ﬁm juely - Chis
tian knowledge about the world, o
metely the accumulauion of rela
tivized assertions fiom each age—
there is no real help Chrisuaniv
still needs to be rescued from th
theologians They will greet thi
book as a formidable achievemen
of prophetic scholarship

-

anywhere, as John Paul intends the
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; Pohtmzmg Churchﬂs and CoHegLs

By BakRY NEWMAN

i it's 1968, College administrators are eall-
| ing in the cops as student radicals try to bleck
't.‘he weapons industries from reciuiting on
E campus. The administrators take to the bull-
| horns in defense of the university as an arena
i where all views can be heard. Centers of
learning, they declare, don't take stands,

A year later, the churches are hit by a
wave of “‘occupations.” James Forman, the
lonz-submerged civil rights leader, stands in
the chancel of New York's Riverside Church
' one Sunday morning and reads off a list of top
corporate offlcers who sit on Protestant fi
nance committees. The churches, he says,
cwe black people $500 million in ‘'repara-
tions.” In response, the pastor stalks oul of
the service and church leaders go to court for
infunctions against the demonstirators, Mr.
| Forman doesn’l get a cent.

Although disruptions at colleges and
churches weére widely condemned at the time,
to many frustrated activists it looked as if
those institutions were bound to be perpet-
“ual yes-men for the system.

As it turrs cut, they were wrong.

The “Socially Conscious’’ Resolutions
Society's two medieval institutions may
not have been radicalized by all those demon-
strations, but they were politicized. A few
years ago, nobody would have believed that
the Episcopal Church would iIntroduce stock-
holder resolutions calling for the end of Gen-
eral Motors’ South African operations. Nor
would any radical with two feet.on the ground
have dreamed that the investing power of
Harvard’s treasurer would be challenged by a

_select faculty committee appolnteﬂ by

the
universily's president. p

It happened this spring. _And it will preba-
bly continue to happen with -heightened .in-
tensily next year. But as the annual meeting
season draws to a clese’ and the votes on the |
“*socially conscious' resolutions are counted,
it may seem to many observers as if the
churches and colleges huve fallen flat on their
faces in their first eﬂ'orts at institutional ac-
tivism.

- Practically every resolition introduced by
churches or supported by colleges received a
thorough drubb:ng in the vote by. their féllow
stockholders. " At the Kennecott - meeting for
example, resolutions by . the. Episcopal
Church, which holds 58,000 of 33 million
shares, got less than 39 of the vote.

The same cutcome emerged from the Gen-
eral Motors meeting. The Preject on Corpo-
rate Responsibility, which had backing from
Erown University, Bryn-Mawr, Antioch and
Vassar, among others, failed to get more than
35, on any of its’ propcsals: And the Episcopal
Church’s South-Africa resolution polled 1.299%.

I thaae votes have any significance, it's
that the support. of colleges and churches car-
ries l.it’tle weight. Still, the impact of this
spring's forays into the ‘annual_ meeﬂngs is

-encrmous—it's being. felt by Lhe churches and *

colleges themselm e i S

The real meaning of thcir eﬂurta ‘can't be
cuiled from the vote “tallies, any ‘more - than
the impact of camipus | pmtesr.s could have’
been judged o:m the mtglarm, fact that the
demonstrators were"carted off to jail in ap-
parent’ defeat, In those. earlier’ protests; the
cail €5 were m.l)r temporanly disrupted, but *

.I—_'?'.u

ousarids' of Youh# people ba.d thcl.r pontfcs

- GramcaJ.Iy md!rected

Only aftér the dust had lettlled d!d tha col-
leges e.nd churches begin a slow transforma-

. Hoz “of their internal decislon-making struc-
% tures ‘and their Sélf image. The changes have
- mow surfaced in‘the form of stockholder activ-
) ism The . clolsterad Anstitutions are arriving '
- at the not-su-«starumg realization that’ no

amount of moralizing ga.s thlngs dune ‘the

. wny a few bﬂllon “dollars dcea

The result. oould be a new awnrenr.-ss for

" churches and calleges-.-a kind of healthy schi-

zophrenia in which they carry on their ethica!
“and scholarly lives without denying the influ-

ence _of their economic Jives. They might, in
fact, ‘recognize the logic. of one’ radical de-
mand, ‘that the churches and ‘colleges ae-
‘knowledge their economic” power instead of

~shielding it from the public and attempting 10 yha  invest
‘maintain an imposmble neutrality.

The power is undeniably" thcre The Na

,tional Council of Churches lists the invest-

Ments of seven Protestant denominations in a

.. survey-as thick'as a. \Innha.ttan phone book.

"The total is nearly $3 billion. The investments

‘are watched over by 123 financial advisers

whose names read like 2 Who's Whe in-Amer-

There is hardly a major campus in the
country where the question of investments
isn't under study. In marny cases, the admin.
istration is pushing for activism while the re-
sistance is coming from financial planners on
-boards of trustees. Small groups of college.
" presidents have been meeting privetely to dis-
cuss the matter, and there is talk of pooling
information on- the socls.l stance of corpora-
tions.

Collegé admlnlst.rators appear far more
willing to go easy on the rubric of academic
neutrality—the principle they defended when -
campus reeruiting was .the issue. Movement .
has been slow, but the changes have heen fun- -
damental. The' committee of Harvard prafeﬂ
sors was deadlocked. for .months on the neu-

trality question. In the end, it acknowledged

that .the university ought, to take "‘a limited
sort of activist role’’ as.a shareholder.

The dilernma that. still stymma Hanard
and practically évery “other college that has
tried to grapple .with it, js: Who. decides
svhether a company is."'moral” 7 "'Thé fact is,”
the «commiitee reported, “‘that _\miversmes
are simply not very good at reaching edllec-
“tive decisions on- questions with soclal or po-
‘litical overtones."

'l'he E;hu:rch Ro]e . 0

'l'he churches are better at lt For. one

lhey don't face the same kind of neu-
tmllt)’ conflict. They make the assumption
that I‘hem are. aom-' basic. moral values on -
whieli - Christians ‘agree. Moreover, - the
churchu have.long ‘been.accused of earning
the’ mnney for their programs to aid the poor
by tnvesting in companies that contribute tc
‘war and pollution. With the advent of share-
holder activism the churches hmre an oppnr
tu.ni.t_y to deal with that charge. -

Structural changes - are already being
made in the way investments are handled.
The Investment function is being integrated
into the spiritual life of the church instaad of
being relegated to small, groups of advisers
whase only . guiding light is' profit potential.
Several Protestant churches have given over
at least part of the Investrient responsibility
1o committees of clergy and'laymen who are
JMrawing up sets of' #'secial criteria that will
stand alongside’ fmancial criteria for use in
deciding where thc 'money gces,

The United Church cf Christ has issued a
60-page booklet itemizing | .ts ‘soclal eriteria. Tt
was the first such investment guide accepted
by a major institution, and other churches are
following the lead.

The ch an"es coming abuul as a result of
ment issue could fundamentally
alter the role of churches and colleges in soci-
.ety. Ironically, though, the activism jsn't
- what the racicals had in-mind when they dis-
ruptcd religions services and blocked reerui-
ters 'a few years ago. In .faet, the churches
+have received virtually no support from most

radical elements,“who seem to prefer total di.
~veziment, of corporate stock as n symbolic

1

L

-ican ‘business. All .told, the churches have | ashing of the hands. And on campus, the in-
about $160 biliion in assets: The Naticnal | vestment issue has aroused student activiste

R S

+ Council says churches are second only to the| 1o little more than & yawn.
- federal government in the amount of money,

they collect B.nd disburse e\rery year—about pggu
" 322 billion.,

T Umverslty Endowments

. If this history of institutional tumult re-
‘itgelf, the' co:porations may eventually
react to current pressures with more than to-
4 kenism. But just as the radicals aren't very

Nobody has made a complete suwey ot exclted ‘about the' changes they inspired in

s umver.-s:ly endowments. The Council for Fi-

| churches-and ‘colleges, the chirches and col-

nancial Aid to Eddcatlon 'estimates, however, ¢ leges may find that the corporale respanse to
that the 1,005 instituticns It polls have 90¢; of | their activism won't be what they are hoping

the total—or about $9.2 billion. The wea]l‘h is
concentrated. Just T1 colleges, according tol
the Beston Fund, control $7.6 billion. And one
university, Harvard, has a billion all. to itself,

. This may seem like peanuts-compared

!or ‘either.
Mr. Newman is a mcmber of the =
" Journal’s New 'York Durean.

with the vast wealth held by financial institu-

ticns like banks and mutual funds. But for the
churches and colleges the investments repre-
sent a heavy commitment to the business sys-
tem. And they are coming to mean a respon-
sibility for what cm"pornlmns do,
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WE GATHER 1OGETHER

We gather together to ask the Lar= > tlessing,

He chastens and hastens his will ©o ~a\e known,
The wicked oppressing now cease £-07 distressing
Sing praises to his name, he l'orget;, ~othisown

We all do extol thee, thou leader y -mphant,

And pray that thou stil] our defer 2t wiltbe

Let thy congregation escape tnbul_". 0n

Thy name be ever praised' O Lord £ aleus free! Amen

O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGLy PAST

O God, our help in ages past, !
Qur hope for years to come, !
Our shelter from the stormy blast, I
And our eternal home

Before the hills n order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting thou art God, |

Toendless years the same Amen 1’

Prelude

Opening Remarks THE PREENT

% Doxology

Prazse God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creaties heie below,
Prasse Him above, ye l.eav'nly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen

Prayer Dr Lours FINKEZIN
Chancellor, Jen ish Theological Seminary of / rica
#* Hymn "We Gather Toger"
Anthem Members of the Christ Lutheran Church:01r
“Nou God Be Praised In Heav'n 10"
5y MkeLcHIOR VULPIUS
Director MR GEOFFREY SIMON
Sermon
# Hymn O God, Om Help in Agesst”
Benediction
Postlude

The choir this morning represen 5 a long established Washingtor
church, Chrst Lutheran Church, = ~ich was founded over seventy five
years ago During worship sen - at Chnst Lutheran, the choir
performs anthems ranging from ¢ —positions of the eleventh centur;
to present day arrangements M., Geoffrey Simon 1s directing the
choir

4 Congrez. on will rise

‘ollowing the service, coffee will &~ werved in the State Dining Roun
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Thursday, November 13, 19¢

by UW-Student Comrnuntty of
,ACLU of Washington

4 A wave of rehgious nationalism 15 washing over the,

' tre

United States The ideology of this movement espouses a
between Chnstian fundamentalism and the state

' Some recent events on the Umversity of Washington
, campus raise the issue of umiversity and staté fundmg -

and support of religious proselytization
Campus Bible Fellowship sponsored an event 1n

. the HUB Ballroom on October 31 entitled ** Amenica—

L

You re Too Young to Die'"" The event ended with a plea
to  jomn us on our knc:s praying to God, to tumn this na-
tion back to God "' By implcation from earlier parts of
the program, this God was against the E R A | abortion,
gay nights, and commumsm, and for a very narrow type
of Chnstianity  The Campus Bible Fellowship rented the
Ballroom at the state-subsidized rate for student orgam-
zations This was' not an 1solated incident of religious
-groups using public property to promote ‘and further their
brand of religion on campus Dormutory meeting rooms
are used for prayer, when houses of worship are located
nearby, and the HUBs sub-basement offices are pro-
vided for these rehigious groups at no charge
Why does the UW student commuttee of the ACLU of .
Washington find stafe promotion of religious practices -
unhealthy for the mawntenance of a free, pluralistic soci- -
ety? To understand our perspective it 1s necessary to ex-
amine the ongmns of the separation of church and state
doctrine, and how that doctrine has been applied
One of the fundamental tenets of our Constitution 18
the separation of church and state, denved from the *‘Re-
hgious Clauses™ of the First Amendment The *‘Reli-
gious Clauses™ guarantee free exercise of religion and
prohubit the making of any law respecting an establish-
ment of religion Unfortunately the task of applying
these principles i1s not 4 simple one The two clauses
sometime appear contradictory For example, barmnng
state subsidy of worship at rent-free university facilities
can be considered an inhibition on *‘free exercise ™’
plermlmng the subsidy would violate the establishment
| clause
| Should the free exercise and establishment doctrines
| be abandoned an favor of a new neutrality standard which
treats religious activities including worship the same as
ﬁolmcal speech? The answer 15 a resounding no' The
stonical basits for the religious clauses and the New
~ Evangelicalism of the 80's are compelling reasons for
' the retention of the doctrine of sepa:anon of church and
state
The First Amendmem statcs that "Congress shall

| make no law respecting an establishment of religion to

. prohubit the free exercise thereof,

" The free exercise
clause protects the freedom of individuals to practice
their religion without government nfningement An ex-'
ample of a free exercise case 1s found in Wisconsin v
Yoder The Yoders were Amish parents who objected to
sending their children to school beyond the eight grade
Amish children histonically have learned their rehgious
values and trade skills at home The Yoders felt that their
rehgious way of hfe was jeopardized by the values
taught 1n high schoal The Supreme Court held that the
Wisconsin compulsory education law was an unconstitu-
tiopal infringement on the Amish’ free exercise of reli-
glon

Wisconsin v Yoder also raised an Establishment 1ssue
whether accommodating the Amish behef violated the
Establishment clause The Establishment clause ad-
dressed three concerns in church/state relations (1) gov-
emment subsidy, (2) government sponsorship, and (3)
unpecessary government entanglement with religion In
Yoder, the Supreme Court held that its decision did not
constitute government support, approval or entangle-
ment with the Amish rehgion

The Supreme Court has applied the Establishment
Clause consistently against government subsidies or ap-
pearance of sponsorship of rehigious activines For ex-

e S S

But -

—_ <0 we DECIDED TO RUN AF*?&G vP THERE
10 SEE IF ANYONE SALUTEDL /7 e i

"ample, the New York State chcms nondenommah onal
" prayer in public schools was held unconstitutional 1n an-

other Supreme Court case, Engel v Vutale, even though
children were not required to participate

The danger 1n blumnng the scparation of church and
state 15 as real as it was in 1784 when James Madison,
the father of the First Amendment, argued persuasively
agawnst a proposed Virgimia law authorizing a voluntary
tax contribution to the salaries of religious teachers
Government should not be advancing or mhibiting reh-
gion As Madison stated when he demonstrated against
govemmcnl advancement of religion

““Who does not see that the same authonty which can
establish Christianity, in exclusion of all other religions,
can establish with the same ease any particular sect 'of
Chnistians, 1n exclusion of all other sects? That the same
authonty which can force a citizen to contribute three
pence only of his property for the support of any one es-
tablishment, may force him ta conform to any other es-
tablishment in all case whatsoever?"’

Today our society 15 experiencing a religious revival
The danger of interminghing government and religious
authonty 1s sull with us The Moral Majority and other
pohitically powerful religious organizations had a signifi-
cant effect upon the recent national elections The effects
of these groups have far reaching and ominous implica-
tions on our choice of hifestyles and the brand of govem-
ment we practice The political muscle-flexing of these
religious groups causes us to rally around the separation
of church and state concept

Rehgious groups lubby the state and federal leg:sh
tures to have ther prayérs answered or enacted on 1ssue
such as school prayer, abortion, the family, women
nghts and gay rights The danger of government spor
sorship and adwancement of religious behefs and activ
ties should be transparent to all those appreciative «
avil liberties -

Government s supposed to be neutral on religio
matters, that 1s, neither to advance nor to inhibit rel
gious activities  Religious beliefs and values constitute
special sphere of human endeavor encompassing spir
tual and cosmuc matters which historscally has been sep-
rated and protected from government nterference »
James Madison stated **  Religion or the duty we oy
to our Creator and the manner of discharging i, can !
directed only by reason and conviction, not by force
violence It 1s the duty of every man to render ¢
Creator such homage. and such only, as he believes to
acceptable to him ™

The UW student commuttee of the ACLU of Washy,
ton beheves the use of campus facilities to promote r
gion 15 a violanion of the separation of church and »
doctrne  We urge the Umversity of Washing
through the Office of the Vice President for Student
fairs, to mvestigate these matters and publicly re)
their conclusions If their conclusions venfy that st
religious organizations have been using university |
erty and facilities to promote religion, we recomn
the revocation of those student groups registration

disciphinary purposes




—

e e e

b

|
|
I
w

4 : .
| By Rellgious News Sercice
i New York

One 1s5ue of continuing con=| «.

| cern in churches of the nauon

has been amplhed i the

heated election campaign of

rewent months—and will re-

| mamn after voles are cast and

| talbed i nauopwide ballot-
-! 1ng Tuesday

Events of the campaign
have directed new atlention o
the long debate over the role
churehes, church  leaders,
chuich publications and other
representative relhiglous wuniis
should play in regard to poli-
tics

To an unprecedented degree,
voice of American Protestant-
1sm Roman Catholicism, and
Judaism have been heard dur-
ing the past weeks of election.
eering There 15 little doubt
that if the prediction of some
political observers 1s reahzed—
a record voter turnout of from
71-75 milhion on Tuesday—it wall
i large measure reflect the
energelic intc.est of relhgious
foirces m the current campaign

Congregations Exhorted

As 1n past clections, clergy:
men of all faiths were_exho
ing their congregations to tak
advantage of the right to v
From individual pulpits an
thiough nierreligious sta
ment such as that issued
election-¢1 e by the nonpartisan
Amcinan Hewlage Foundation
and Rehigion in American Life,
Inc mawviduals were beaing
rerainded that ‘informed and
tesponsible voting 1s a serious
moial obl gation and the key
to prese ving our American
hentage *

[n 195 =according to a sur-
vey mave by the American
Heuinge Foundation, 42 per-
tent of the electorate recalled
pulpit reminders to vote Four
vears later, 31 percent of the

| voters remembered heanng
such a pulpit message This
year, 1t 1s probably safe to as=
sume, the percentage will be
much higher

Issues Identified

! Several commentators have
complained that the campaign

~ has degenerated mto a name
cailing, smear contest Core 1s-
sues have not been debated in
depth, but these issues have
been adentified, and wvirtuall
all of them are of prime nter=
est and ymportance to the pa-
tion’s religious community

The religious dimension of
the campaign 1s seen clearly i
contioversies over cvil rights
extiemism, foreign policy and
nuclcar conirol poveity pro-

t grams, aid 14 education, sum-
gration; ard devotional acts

schools And questions of po=

. Lilical elhics and morality m
1" government lugnlighted 16 the
1| _final wceks of the caimpaign
{[~hav e~ stimulated déep concern
|, wi‘hin ihe nation’s churches
[ _and synagogues
I'be cwirent campaugn has
' festuied not only much discus-
1 sro1 of these 1nsues i chulches
I, preecdenied degree churchrnen
have done beyond objective
consideration and tahen parti-
can positions Reaction to such
artian — manrkerd by consider=-

and synagogues, but to any un- b

| ' ChurchRole
- InPolitics -

| Poses Issue ' -

le

.J_- T e SR e - -~
able confusion over the “offi-

appeared destined to continue
far beyond Election Day
Involvement Discussed '

One leading  Protestant
churchman, Dr John C Ben-
nett, president of New York’s
Union Theological Semnary,
this week addressed himself to
ithe question of rebgilous n=
volvement 1n politics Speaking
at a "School for World Chris=
tians” nsored by three
United Church of Christ con-
gregations at White Plains,
N Y, he declared that churches
should not take offiial stands
but) should “encourage very
frank discusiion of issues and
candidates =

At the same time, he main=
tawned, statements by church-

n who are “speaking as in-
dividuals are a healthy part
of the national debate

Unlike past elections, howe
ever, when arguments over
candidates could be based on
“comimon objectives” shared by
the candidates, the churchman
said, today’s situation finds the
two national parties “gomg wn
opposite directions ”

‘The fact 1s,” he said “that
this 1s a temporary partisan
siluation At stake are
1ssues on which the churches
have been clear ~

One of the campaign's most
widely discussed evefliis m-
volving a partisan statement
by churchmen came in rde-
October during the 61st Gen-
eral Convention of the Protest=
ant Eﬁwccpal Church }
_ William Strngfellow, a New
York lawyer and prominent
Episcopal layman—thougn not
a delegate to the convention—
announced that a statement he
circulated which accused Sen
Barry Goldwater and Rep Wil-
bam E Miller of ““a transparent
exploitation of racism” had
been signed by some 725 clergy
and laymen, including 10 bishe
ops

Stand Mismierpieted

Tnougli_both BMr Strngfels
low and Epistopal leaders at-
tempted to make 1t evpliciily
clear that the statement did
nol have church endorsemnent,
itwas widely rusinterpreied as
an “official” Epircopal stand. A
fond of letters telegrams,_and
telephone  caids protested
church mvolvement in politics

~Another statement that-shmu=—¢3MDAM_progressed, however, |

lated discussion over pulpt
comments on poltica’ questions
was made by Dean Francis B

Sayie Jr of the Nstonal Co-
edral (Episcopal) in Washings
ton He said voters face a “ster-
ile choice” and attacked both
President Johnsem and Senator
Goldwater

__The dean, known as one of the

c1al” status of the statements— suie capital said response o his

1 - |

most_influential clergymen m| |
refmarks was about 90 percent| |
¥ |

favoru.le

The clel,g?rman. answermng
those among the other 10 per. '
cent who took excephon to his |
“meddhng n pobtics from the l
pulpi,” saxd ’ LT

“The Chuistian Guspe™* i
social as well as personal im.
plications God’s will applies to
the large questions of our public
Lfe Clergymen are failing in
courage—and m horizon—if th
do not attempt the very
cult job of commenting on po-
bitical 1ssues ™

Poliical comment has been
particularly hiv ota%‘ly the re-

S press . some

]Il'?:t:stant blications hroke
precedent taking direct
stands i opposition to Senator
Goldwater

Among these were the Chris-
tian Century, ecurnenical
weckly Chmstiamity and Crisis,
Protestant journal of opiuon
(which Dr Bennpett serves as
editorial-bozad  eochairman),
two independent Episcopal mag-
armes the Churéhman and the
Witness and the United Church
Herald official publication of
the United Church of Christ i

Reaction Assessed

In the case of the United
Church Herald, its editor said,!
immediate Teaction ran “‘about’
6 to 1” agamst such a pro-|
nouncement by an official pub-
lication ’

Conseguently, Dr Truman B
glass, executive vice-plesis
dent of the Board for Homeland
Mimstries of the United Church|
of Christ, which publishes thej
magazine, 1ssued a statement|
denying the “offial’” status of;
the statement but defending the |
editor’s right to make 1t i
Among Roman Catholic pas|
pers tne Camden (NJ) Star-|
Herald, official diocesan news-
weekiv, called for Senator Gold-
waler’s defeat The Reconstrue-
tionist  Jewish Reconsiruction- i
15t Foundation magazine n!l
thought and op.nion,, expressed
“unequivocal™ opposition to the !
GOP candidate {
} Editorial Cated :
Tarther wvarjous Cathohe
spokesmen - and  publicatronsy
spoke cut sharoly agamst bal-
anabgz fickets of pohtical par=-
ties on a relygicus vasis As the

e

the religion 'of the cand weies] |
did not berome 2n 157 1€ Ap-
parentiy uus had oeen/resolved
by the 1360 election of the late
Piresident Kennedy

In an editorial prepared for
itz Nov_ ¢ 1ssuc the conterva-
five Protestant fortmghtly,
Chnishamty Today, /A0 the
political stands takgn by Prot=|'
estant_publication{ and p?ng: | I

i|and mune’

H/t.f /é;;

™
[ merited ARAE sincs "¥irt
religious periodicals”| S, &~
exempl, nonprofit organy’ -
tions, “they are prohibited By

act of Congress from engaging
m pohhcsngr

gious mnvolvement 1 “lobby-
ing” or other political activities
have |
National Council of Churches
during the eampaign L
Though the mterdenomina-
tional Protestant and¢Orthodox
agency has taken .no’ official
stand on the election, its sup-
port of civil nghts and’ pther
social action program$ . has
made 1t the tmget of Sharp
attack by both those religious
and political ultraconservative
groups winch have allied thems=
selves with the GOP candidate
Writing in the Presbyterian
Outlook, Harrison Ray Ander-
son had this to say about the
mvolvement of clergymen in
politics

i "Pastois have an obligation
ito speak the truth concerning
s great moral 1ssues as God gives
fithem to see the truth The
problemt here 1s ihat there 1s

m——

and 1it-1s very easy to see it
only-on one side ‘In matters
controversial my perception 1s
rather fine;¥-see-both points of
View the

country ‘are-published’ by -

been lodzed aganst the|!

usuaily truth with both parties |/’

one that’s wrong — ||

.

L

Charges o« improper ral-|f ~
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EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS BY RABBI MARC H, TANENBAUM, NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS

AFFAIRS DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COHMITTEE, BEFORE OPENING SESSION

OF "THE AMERICAN CIVIL RELIGION" CONFERENCE, SPONSORED BY THE SOUTHEASTERN

BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AND THE AJC, WAKE FOREST COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLIN
MONDAY, OCT # 30 - NOV 1, 1972

The question as to whether "an American wivil religion" exists
side by side the historie religions of Judaism and Christianity has been
the subject of sonsiderable and instructive academic and scholarly
reflection and specukatior for a number of yearse, But the American
Jewish Committee and others in the Jewish community believe that as
a2 result of a series of recent developments in our netional 1life, a
new urgency hae emerged in relation to the *o;vllgraligion' issue which
now holds extremely important practical implications for thé life-

situations of many Americans, especially American Jews,

Within a matter of weeks, a nitinnw&da’eeagenical evangelistic
drive will be launched under the title, "Key '73," with the announced
intention of "Calling our Continest m& to Christ in 1973%, According
to the official gnnouncement of the eponsors of this avangellstic drive,
“the purpose of Key 73 is to confront the people of our contément (more
fully and more forcefully) with the gospel of Jesus Christ by proclamation
and demonetration, witnees and ministry, word and deed " The sponsors
plan the extensive use of national television, radio, and the press "as
the alr foree to prepare the way for the army of thm foot soldlers on the
community level " Dgily noon hour evangelical prayer sessioneé, door-to-
door neighborhoodkcanvas:ing;—college cam?ga and high school crusades
are scheduled throughout 1973, '

Committed@ to the primciple of freedom of conscience and religious

liberty, the Jewish community respedts the ;ight of every religious or

other group to promote ite version of truth in the marketplace of
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jdeas. In an open society, there will alwiays be two-way traffic in
conversions from one faith to ansther, which accounts for the fact that

gom 3,000-t0-4,000 Christians and Gentilee convert to Jufalem every year
even though there 18 no Jewish "evangelism” campaign aimed toward Ghristisaq

The crucial issu# ralsed by this unprecedented evang!lis;l campgign
ie that of the religioc-political ethos which undergirds it, What emerges
from a careful reading of the Key 73 literature and listening to the
speeches of its principal sponsors is that this "evangelical revival"
effort is based on a conception of America as "an evangelical empire®
That conception, which governed the first half of the national hisiesy
of Ame.r¢a, perseived America as "a Christian nation,® one in which
Jews and other non-Christians were tolrated as less tham full partners
in the democratic enterpr®se, This noticn of America and Gvangelical
Christianity being one and the same 18 a regression from the liberal
democmmotic view which is grounded on the plutalistic idea that Jews,
Catholicse, ani others are full partners in American soelety Respect for
diversity, and the use of mutually-respecting dlalogue as the primary
means of ecumenical communication are the dominant features of such an
open, pluralist soclety, rather than the revivglist and salvationist
technigues which fundamentally lock upon others as simply candidates for
converséon,

The implications of Key 73 for the Amrican "civil religion®
vhich is thue far composed of Judmic am well gs Christian elements of
ritual, beliefs, and institutions is that it will tend to transform
the "American way of life® inte a uliformist evangelical Christian

theocratic society. And Christians and Jews together need to oritique
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that tendency before &t becomes corrosive of the vitality of pluralism,
a8 much as Jews themselves need to eritique and resist analogous efforts
of some "fundamentalist® Jews who seek to impose similar theceratic

tendencies on Israel as a Jewish Statd,

¥hat makes this development of surpaseing importance is the
fact that an anticipat&& landslide Republican victory in the election
on Nov, 7 will quite pessibly have the effect of establishing evangelical
Christianity as the defacto religious establishment of America. Without
entering in any way into the politica of the campaign, it is evident
to any student of relggious history that evangelical values of
individualiem, private salvation, and personal plety mvgdominatod ibuch
of the peclifical rhetoric of this campaign, and a congenial anﬁLupportive
atmosphere exists in our governmant thet is taken as an encoursgement

of the evangelical ethos as interchangeable with the American way of life,

The coming year therefore will pose the most serious challenge
to all Americans with ragafﬁ to how to preserve the mamt positive
spiritual and moral featur;s of the current revival but at the same
time recognize the genuinely regressiw and anti-demooratlc features
that exist¢ tnn this renewed version of evangelism as the civil religion

of America,





