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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS, 165 E. 56 ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 122, PLAZA 1-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 19086, is the pioneer humm-relations agency
in the United States. !t protects the civil and religious rights of Jews fare and abroad. and
advances the cause of improved human relations for people everywhee.

MORTON YARMON, Directyr of Fublic Relations

FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, FEBREARY 23
Rochester,Feb. 22...A foremost Catholic bishon and a leading
"ecumenical” rab.bi hailed recent gains in JWish~Christian onder-
standing and outlined here tonight the major unresolved arezs that
must be faced up to in Jewish-Christian relations.

Bishoo Fulton J, Sheen and Rabbi lMarc H. Tanenbaum, Inter-
religious Affairs Director of the American Jewish Committee, address-
ed an onen meeting at tha'T(-!mnle B'rith Kodesh, which was sgonsored
by the Catholic Diocese of Rochester, the Jewish Community Touncil
and the American Jewish Committee, as the final event of a fay-long
collequium on "The Jewish Peonle and the Catholic Peovle Losk at
Themselves and at Each Other." |

Tke occasion marked the first nublic address by Bizhoo
Fulton J. Sheen on Jewish-Christian relations since Vatican II anrd
since his appointment as Bishoon of Rochester. In his %alk, Rabbi
Tanenbaum pwaid tribute to Bishon Sheen "for his leadership szt
Vaf‘[can Coumecil II in support of the historic declarstions sm
Relirious Liberty and on Jewish-Christian Relations as well as for
his humanitarian concerns in helping the American neople to face up
to their moral obligations in alleviating voverty, illiteraey, and
disease among two-thirds of the world's family, who are neither
Christian nor Jewish,"

Rabbi Tanenbaum char:acterized Bishop Sheen "as manifesting
the living oresence of Pooe John XXIII in his dramatic and effectlve
efforts to advance mutwal respect and mutuel accertance of 211
menbers of God's human family," -

While there had been dialocue for a decade before the

~historic Vaticen Councii IT, Raebbi Tanenbaum nointed out th=t "most

-nore-—
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of the initiatives in the nast have come from Jews, and for obvious-
ly defensive reasons. The situation has chanced," hs continued,
"and it is mow Christisn initistives that are seeking ont Jews for
dislocue,

. "If these nost-conciliar exchanges are to have any real
effect," Rabbi Tanenbzum added, "the first rriority is to overcome

the incredible, abysmal mutuval iemorance we have about each other:

"We must develor an historical emnathy throucsh the
Joint review of history where such major events as the Crusades,
the Inquisition, and the French Revolution, for examnle, bhave such
different meaning for Jews and Christians,

. "An exransion of Riblical Scholarship., There is still

need of a very urgent kind for the writing of commentaries on the
New Testament, which deal in historically snd theoloricdl 1y precise
wave with the role of the Jews in the Passtion,

"An adecvate theolory of Israel in Salvation history

which recornizes the Jews as a livine neonle, and Judaism as a
living faith, At the same time, the Jews need to elahorate their
doctrine regarding Christianity and other non-Jewish relirions in
keening with the t=zaching of Judaism that holds that salvation is
not a mononoly of the Jews. The richteous of all peonles have a
share in the world to come."

Three major issues in Jewish-Christian relations that have
been resolved by the action of the world Cstholic snd Protestant
bodies over the Yearé, according to Rabhi Tenenbaum,are:

1. Renudiatioﬁ of anti-Semitism by the hirhest levels

of Catholic and Protestant suthority.

2. Elimination of an ambivalence toward ancient Judaism,

which tended to view it as an inferior reliﬂion.

2, The recornition of the eniritual raztrimony of

Christignity in Judaism, and the exnlicit call for
fraterral éialorue, crowing out of this,

Imnediately after the dialogue, Rabbi Tanenbaum is leaving
for Rome, where he will review with Vatican authorities the status

-mMore-
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of Jewish-Christian relatiors on the continent. The Americean
Jewish Committae,-thmuch its Buropean headcusrters in Paris, con-
ducts extensive interrelirious ~rorrams in Eurone,
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A RABB I REMEIBERS ARCHBISHOP FULTON J. SHSZN
by Harc He Ta:enbaum
(Rabbi Tanenbaum is natidnel interreligious affairs dircctor of

the American Jewlsh Cormittses.)

- Archbishop Fulton J, Sheen was & warm, personal friend over the X

past two decades, and I will miss him sorsly.
That emotion expressed by a rabbl will probably strike some

Christisns and man-y Jews as unsxpected,if not altogebher strange.
Jas not Archbishdép Sheen tho "suparesvange ist" and do not ths
Jewl sh pcople regard Christisn svangelism as a thregt to the -
gurvival of Judalism and the Jews? |

Truth to tell, that was the first image that I carricd around
in my head about Archbishop Sheen. He was, after all, the director
of the Soclety for the Propagation of the Falth, and through him several
prominent Jews had became converts to Catholisism, |

Then, on February 22,'5 1967, I had an e xperdence with Archbéshop
Sheen that caused me %o change radicelly my attifudss and feelings about
him, From that day and thereafter, ny sus-:iciona end c autions abaut
Fulton Sheen gradually disso¥ved and became tranmutad g dinto a deap
and loving friendship that grew increesingly strong and lasted until
'. his death this past week.

then Archbishop Sheen served zs Bilshop of Rochester in 1967,
I had the privilege of speaking with him at sh all-day confercnce on
Catholic=Jewish relations at Tanple Birith Kodesh in that city. It was one
of t o first major Catholic-Jewish mactings to be held since the close
of Vatican Counecil II and the a8 doption of the Vatican Declaration on
Non-Christian Religions (Oect. 28, 1965) which condemned anti-Semtism®
snd cd led for rtual respect and froteramal diaslogue betwssn Catholies



end Jews. _

That BmexkfiX beautiful synagogue was packed that wintry evening
vith some 2,500 people, Catholics and faawn Jews. In his characteristic
magnetic speaking style that haﬁ made hiﬁ one of the most popular
_national xX=m tslevisionIparaonalitiea, Archbishop Sheen delivered a
20«-minute address on his respect ror Judaism as a living religlon and
his love for the Jewish pebmao that was received by =& atanding. ecuizenical
ovation. | | _
He began his historic talk witb.a aﬁarkling‘joke that sesmed to
td o into accouhit the suspicions of many Jews about his evangelical
intentions. Reférring to the fact that I was scheduled to leave that
night for a meting in Rome with the Vatican Secretariat on Catholice
Jewish relations, Archbishdp Sheen kibitzed the audience with this
openers.

"This is a very fitting evening in which to have a proéram of
this kind because RNabbi Tanenbaum is lcaving immediately afterwards
for Rome., I tell you at the very beginning so that you will know
that what I have to say has nothing to do with his decision %o go
to Rome," Sustained laughter.

Then he turned to his seriocus msssage about Catholice-Jewish
relations. "I propose to try to cducate’ our own peo ple to a deeper
understanding of the mystery of our faith and how much we oﬁa to the
Jewish people,” Archbishop Sheen said. "Our debt has to do with God's
covenant with Israel which maris the history of the Jews fram all other
peoples of the world,..Zven when one side of the covenmat was not kept,
the promise of future blessings still endured,"” That,bovenant-qontinues,
he added, "with the people that are involved in a synagogue like this."

Rgferring to the covenant between the Jcwish people and the
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land of Israel, Archbishop Fulton Sheen then declared:

"God then made & covenath with Moses « God said he would bs their
God, they will be My people = My people,..(od had promised him a land, -
to turn again to a land from which they had coma,linto which Abraham
had‘led them. And He @also promised that they would be a blessing to
all peoples,” |

Turning to the theme of the bonds thaf links Chriatians to Jews,
the diminutive but energetic archbishdp csal led out, "I tell you '
Chfistian people that to deny this heritage and this background wouid
e like denying your own parentage. And is this old co_veiaan-ts dead and
buried? Neither the written word of the old covenant nor the written
word of the Hew would dare #dllow us to say that, Isaiah the prophet
put it this wey » can 2 woman fgrget the ochild of l;ar wanb? Yet will
I not forget thes. ‘ ' - - |

"So that in a synagogue, God is worshipped. By a rites,
by a reading, by a law, which God Himself gaVe.zﬁﬂllf any Christian
would ever thinlk thét maybe God forgets in the new Cdvenhnt, let them
read that lovely book of Hosea of the Old Testament. In anawar-to t he
question, Will I abandom them§ will I reject Efrem? Shall I abandom
my people? comes the wordélof God: I will not, -I will not. I will nob.
"Because we are Christians, we believe in this deep dimension

of love, We mingle will all those who have thia heritage--we #111
express to them the same love that God has expressed and still does,
ve.Bs I seo 1t, the Jews end the Ohristians both have vocations fyom
God, We are God's peop;e, and not smx two differat'peoplax. I will be
your Geod and you will 56 Hy pebple. This is a vocation, It's this
covenant that makes us unique.

Referring to the suffering of Jews under the the Nazis and
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Iand of Christians and Jews under the Russign communisfts, Archbishop
Sheen then declared, "Maybe these days of blackmess and persecutioén
through which we both have passed will draw us closer kemgpmkkmm and
closer togehher., This I see aé the fubure, How far it is away - only
God Himself knows, But I believe thet we will become more and more
united as we realize.that we are brothers called by the same G od...
And so Isay to you both Jews and Christisns < wé have the same

God and we are His people,”

In.my response, I paid tribute to Biahop Sheen "for his leadership
at Vatican.council IT in support of the historic declarations on
Relggioua Liberty and on Jewish«Christian Relations as well as for
his huménitariﬁn concerns in helping the Amerizan people to face up
to their moral obligations in allésftating poverty, 1lliterscy, and disease
among two-thirds of the world's femily, who are neither Christian norm
Jewish.ﬁ Then I characterized Bishop Sheen ";s manifestéting the living
preseacce of Pope John XXIII in his dramatic and effective efforts to
advance mutual respect and mutual acceptance of all ndmmbers of God's
humaen family," ‘ |

When I concluded my talk, then Bishop Sheen'atood up, walked
across the platform and nmhnxﬁnﬂxmuwa enbraced each other warmly, as
if two long-lost brothers had come togetber after centurles of &l lenation,

I last
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By RABBI MARC M. TANENBAUM

was a warm, personal friend over

ARCH'BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN
t.hzl.uttwodeeadu and 1 will

TSR =7
Waﬂm.rrmlnlﬁ?lnwm.lnm I

was then involved in helping to organize a
White House conference on foreign ald and
trade, whose purpose was to relieve hunger
and poverty throughout the world
Archbishop Sheen, by then a nationally
prominent TV personality, spoke In his
magnetic manner about the Bible's moral
claims on Christians and Jews to care for
the orphan, the widdw, the stranger It was
a blockbuster talk, and te me he sounded
like one of the great Jewish prophets, lsai
ah or Amos. We.embraced efter that talk,
and it became clear to both of us that the

" biblical values and ideals of caring for the

dignity of human beings and social justice
bound us together more powerfully than
the theologies on which we respectfully
differed.

During Vatican Council II, between 1962
and 1965, we met several fimes agam m
Rome and discussed in friendship and can
dor two Vatican declarations that concern
ed both of us: religious liberty and

~Catholic-Jewlsh relations. As a “superstar”

in the Vatican, his views carried a great
deal of weight, and he made strong inter
ventions with Pope John XXIII and Pope
Psul VI urging the adoption of both these
historic declarations, which became the
basis for the vast improvement in relations
between Catholics and Jews in the United

-States and elsewhere.

When he was Bishop of Bochenar NY

Archbishop Sheen invited me to share a '

platform with him at an all-day conference,
one of the first major gs of Cath
olics and Jews in this country since Vati-
can Council II condemned anti-Semitism
and called for “mutual respect and frater-
nal dialogue" between the Catholic Church
and the Jewish people. We stood together
in the beautiful sanctuary of Temple B'rith
Kodesh on the wintry evening of Feb. 22,
1967. Despite the heavy snowstorm, some
2500 Catholics and Jews packed the syna-
gogue. The feeling of history was electrie
in that house of God.

In a meagnificent half-hour talk,

Archbishop Sheen spoke words of deep .

respect for Judaism and love for the Jew-
ish people that few Jews, 3nd prohably few

Christians, would have expected this

superevangelist to utter. With warm humor
and rich biblical scholarship, he declared:

‘_“Itell;anmmﬁpleth.nhdm

— ‘love that God has expressed and still

" ‘We stood together
as 2,500 Catholics and
Jews packed the temple

Mourning a man for all seasons

this Jewish heritage and background wouli
be like denying your own parentage. ... We
will express to the Jewish people the m
Jews and Christians are God's people.”
Similarly, Archbishop Sheen spoke of
God's promise of the Holy Land to the

of blackness and persecution through
.which we both have passed will draw us
“eloser and closer together,” he declared.

He concluded his talk to a roaring stand-
ing ovation, and then Archbishop Sheen
walked over to me and embraced me, an
embrace thiat seemed to close an alienation
gap of 1900 years.

One of the choicest recollections that |
_+have of Archbishop Sheen concerns an epi-
~ sode that took place earlier this year. The
mhlﬂshn had undergone open-heart sur

he was unable to digest soli¢
imds.ms.monssprlns afternoon, 1 war
wal.Hna through the lobby of - the an':hbl.sh
“.0p's apartment house on E. 77th St and I
ran into John Heyman, president of the
Ncw Mgd.h Bible.

When. Heyman, a British Jew and a dis
tinguished film producer, had been
pmyarlm; some time before, a film on the

ew Testament, he asked me if I would
'ln!ﬂmt Archbishop Sheen in serving as

.narrator of the Gaspel of ‘Luke. I arranged

a dinner meeting for the three of us, and .
Archbishop Sheen enthusiastically accept
ed In the proecess of working together on
the project, the archbishop and Mr. Hey

man had become very good friends.

N THAT SPRING aftermoon, Hey
mAn was carrying a plastic bag
“What are you doing here?" I asked

- hini’ “Archbishop Sheen canpot eat solid

foods, and his doctor said that chicken
soup would be good for him, so I'm bring
ing the archbishop his daily portion of
chicken soup,” he replied

The last time we saw
just a féw months ago wh

h other was

- Patrick’s Cathedral.on the occasion of the

Pope’s visit. I went over to greet him, and
he stood up, embraced me and, with a twin-
kle in his eyes, said: “Rabbi, it's wonderful

‘to see you again. You know, that chicken

soup saved my life!"

And it was a remarkable life at that -
for a prince of 8 man, who was also &
prince of God

Rabbt Tanenbaum is national interreligiow:
q&uﬂdwecwrof the American Jewish Com-
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Maxrch 9, 1967

His Excellency ' { i
The Most Rev. Fulton J. en

Bishop of Rochester
Sacred Heart Cathedral
947 East Avenue
Rochester, New York

Hy dear Bishop Sheen:

Sharing the pu!.p:l.t with you last week at 'I‘emple B'rith Rodesh
was one of the highlights of my life.

Your address made a profound ;n:pressian not only on me per-
sonally but I am sure on everyone who was privileged to listen

to you. Your formulation of the relationship between Judaism  _
and Christianity as sharing a common vocation to bring God's

word to the whole of the human family represents a profound
congribution to the strengthening of a common solidarity be-
tween our great faiths and peoples.

I know how busy you are and how many demands are made upon
your time, but may I presume to ask you if you could possibly
find the time to write an essay that would incorporate the
views that you expressed that evening?

We would be eager and happy to see to it that it is reprinted
in an impressive form and made available to thousands of Jews
and Christians who would be graatly enriched by the scholarship
as well as by your ecumenical vision. We have tried to have the
tape of your work transcribed but apparently the taping was
somewhat defective. Therefore, the only way that we could make
permanent your views would be your writing the essay yourself.
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You may be interested to know that yoﬁr address was reported in
vittually every English - Jewish publication in the world.
For the time that you have taken from your schedule and for the

devotion and spirit that was manifest in your addreas I shan
always be very much in your debt.

I pray to God that he will continue to protect you and care for
you and to strengthen all the work of your hamnds.

~ Faithfully,

~ Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbﬁum; Director
Interreligious Affairs Department

MHT :as



Jammry 6, 1967

B T d e auan . 2o
08 GVe on ai I
Eishop of Kochester = o~
Rochester, New York

Fy deay Bishop Sheen:

I cennot find words adequate to express both my admiretion and
asoprecistion for the lesdership that you have already given se
cramstically since your arrivel in Rochsster.

As ore who has sought to translate the injunstions of the Prcpheta

to care for tho orphan end to sustein Chs widow, I feel so ¢losely-

identified /with the reccnt actions snd proncuncements that have .
been reported in THe New York Times. I pray that God will give
you continued etrength and good heslth to carry forward this work
of righteousness arcund which so meny of us willingly relly.

I take sspecial pleasure in the ﬂtnt that it will be my privilege
to skhare a platform with you on February 223 at the Institute on
Jewi sh-Christian Reletions at St. John Pisher College.

Hay I presume to suggest that in light of the attentior thet will
obvicusly be devotsd to your sddress on this importent gquestion
that there are several central issues around which present day
Christisn=Jewlsh relations pivot. An sddress by!you whieh fopmu=
lates in your own inimitsble Cerms the thaologicsl understending
of the living reaslity of the Jewish people and Judaism as 2 con-
tinuing manifesgtation of ancient Israel’s loyalty to God's covemant
at Sinsi wonld constitute a major contritution to clarifying some
of the confusion about the place of Jews snd JuSaism in Cod's
economy .«

I take the liberty of enclosing several documents in which I have
sought to point up soma of the major advances that have taksn
plece in theologicel as well as soccianl relations between Christians
end Jews. At the aame tire I bheve tried to fidentify some of the




B s BExcellency | Page Two
The Host Rev. Fulton J. Shsen Januwery 6, 1967

critical and as yet unresclved issuez in theological, historicsal
ag well as human relations between cur two great feiths and
higtoric peoples. I presums to submit these to you only in the
hope that they might be suggastive of some of the questions with
which you might deal in your address on February 22nd.

guite frankly, I am parauadad that a major declaration by you on

these eritlceal questions would becoms & permancnt document snd

en invelusble contribution to the thinking and the litersture on
v’ the subject. Certainly it would bs widely reported in the preas

snd the mass mediaj but in addition to that the text of your

ad@ress would lend itseclf to z publication thet we wonld be in- .

torested in heiping to see come to light and to recelve the widest

g/é possible distribution_here and abrozde

The condennation of antl-Semitism by Vatican Couneil IX, the af-
firmation of the common spiritual patrimony that we shore, &nd the
call for fraternal dislogue leading to mutuel trust and respect
represent historic advances in the two millenia of relations be-

|/ tween ocur feiths and communities. For your o¥n personal leader-
shtp in helping to bring sbout this echievement 21l of us feel &
deep and heasrtfelt appreciation.

I look forward with great pleasure to being with yéu at the
\v Pebruary institute. In the meantime, I pray for God's blessings
snd eare over you and over sll the work of your handse.

Faithfully,

Rebbl Marc E. Tanonbasum

Hational Director
E-ﬁHTiHSB Interreligious afraira Departzueut
Encls.



PONTIFICAL MISSION ORGANIZATIONS
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith

NATIONAL OFFICE © 366 FIFTH AVENUE . NEW YORK ¢ NEW YORK 10001 A

SOCIETY OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE
MISSIONARY UNION OF THE CLERGY

H

Most Rev. Fulion J. Sheen, Ph.D., D.D.
National Director

November 15, 1966 ¥

My dear Friends:
" A heart that is sensitive to the new duties of

friends makes the burden lighter, as cdid your greetings.
God Love You!

. Wishing you every blessing, and assuring you of
my prayers, while begging your own, I am

Faithfully yours in Chrjst

National Dire

FJS:ms
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November 1, 1966

His Excellency /
. Bishop Fulton J. Sheen

Society for the Propagation of the Faith
453 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

My dear Bishop Sheen:

In behalf of the American Jewish Committee, and for myself persomnally,
I wish to express ouxr congratulations on your recent deaignacion
as Bishop of Rochester.

‘As one who has been privileged to meet with you from time to time
and who has been an admirer of yours for your many cantributioms
to the civic and religious life of this nmation, I pray that God
will bless your new undertaking with much favor,

Very shortly, we will be conducting a major Chrr:ll;i':ian-.!ewish Insti~
tute in Rochester, and ¥ will have amn opportumity to call upon
you at that time,

In the meantime, I wish for you every stremgth in your new responsi-
bility, and I pray that the work of your hands will be blessed.

Paithfully,

Babbiui Earc H. Tanenbaum, Director
Interreligious _Affai.rs Departuent



March 24, 1964

Mr. Jacob Blaustein
John SIavson

MEETING WITH ARCHBISHOP SHEEN /

. In your meeting with Archbishop Sheen it will be important to
make the follwing points: |

- 1. The introduction of the Jewish decree {chapter 4 in
the ecumenism schema) at the second session of the Vatiecan Council

was greeted with w:l.denpread enthusiasm by Jews in all parts of the
world.

L 2. After the Council Pathers failed to vote in principle
on the decree (and also on chapter 5 dealing with religious liberty)
a general reaction ranging from disappointment to resentment set in
in many parts of the Jeui.sh cm:l.l:y.

3. Should the third session of the Council fail to deal
forthrightly with a condemmation of the deicide charge and a re-
pudiation of anti-Semitism, a potentially dangerocus situation will
develop in this country, and probably abroad as well, in re!nt.ions
between Catholics and Jews.

4. During this interim period between April and the re-
convening of the third session in September, we feel it is important
that the positive attitude of the American Bishops be commmicated
in an effective way to the Jewish people.

: S. If Archbishop Sheen feels so inclined to mke & declara-
tion of his personal position in support of chapter &, the American

Jewish Committee would be prepared to commmicate his views in an

effective way to the Jewish leaders and people here and abroad.

Js:f_b
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[} I accept your applause a&s the beginning of your manifestation
of your faith. If I receive any in the middle, I will accept it
as hope, and in the end, certainly charity (LAUGHTER) .

This is 2 very fitting evening in which to have a program
of this kind because Rabbi Tanenbaum is leaving immediately
afterwards for Rome. I tell you that at the very beginning so that
you will know that what I have to say has nothing with his decision
to go to Rome. (LAUGHTER) | .

The particular phase of the Catholic-Jewish relations which I
propose to discuss this evening 1s po try to educate our own people
to a deeper understanding of the mystery of our faith and how much
we owe to the Jewlish people. That's my point. For the burden 1s on
our shoulders. There's a nafrow strip of land that is almost =
Junction point of Africa, Asia and Europe. That land has been called
a holy land. A number of Christians go back there every year. To
see where Christ ﬁalked. And as they return the ghosts of the past,
the great figures of Jewish histopy, biblical characters and the
like, come up to meet them.

So that it really is from the territérial point of view a
juncture point of Christianity and Judaism. Now what is it in
our background that hss relationship to the Jews which is so very
different from all othar_religions? Take sny world religion_you
please, highly cultured religions of the Greeks, the Romans -
primitive religlions, Egyptian cults - - they all had some measure of
providence, the mercy of God, justice, something even of the
lordship of history. But what is there that is peculier to our
background in the history of the Fuswn: whikichs Au G Fanent: Chom 11

other réiigiqns?



It is the fact that they had s covenant. No other religion
had that. We enter into contracts, all people have. They have not
always kept those contracts. When God enters a contract, with the
covenant, he keeps his word. It's dual - it involves on the one
side a special protection; and on the other side 1t demands some
kind of fidelity and loyalty.

And so our debt has something to do with thls covenant which
marks the history of the Jews from all other peoples of the world,
and relates them to us. Now there were covenants in the broad sense
of the term, first of all, with Adam,wwith Noah, and in the strict
sense, with Abraham and with lMoses. The covenant with Adem was & kind
of a - an agreement - it centered around the symbol of a tree, that
had to do with the perpetuatipn of certain blessings to posterity.

And even when oné side of the contract was not kept, the promise of
future blessings still endured.

Then there came a kind of a covenant with Noah. This was not so
much relafed tb ell posterity as to creation. It was after the flood,
with the symbol of the rainbow. That symbol was a reminder that God
again would, by contract and covenant, never again destroy the earth by
water. Now we come into another contract, covenent, whigh brings us
into mudh closer relationship with them.

Here & man, Abram, is called out from the land of Or, sent iInto a
land which God would appoint to him, God changed his name - to indicate
that this new covenant involved a multitude. And so his name was
changed to Abraham. The father of a multitude. It took great faith on
the part of this man to keep the covenant, and God dragged him out of

his native land and seemingly with no voice from God for about eight years.




And there was a symbol too for this covenant, it was not the rainbow,
it was circumcision. And he became indeed the father of many nations.
It's interesting that the Moslems, the Christisns eand the Jews all look
back to Abraham. Then God enlarges the covenant. Now it is not

with nations, now it is with the people - a people. Here we enter

into the realm of the concrete. This is not posterity. The peoﬁle
that are Iinvolved in a synagogue like this. The people with whom we've
been in diatogue all day.

He could have lived the life of any Egyptian. Educated as Moses was
in the court of Pharaeh. But he said he had to be with his brethren, and
God made a covenant with him - God said he would be their God, they will
be My people - My people. This was the man of the first commandment,
the man who was drunk, drunk with the soverelignty of God. He was
80 years o0ld before he begins to lead them out. GCod had promised him
& land, to turn again to a land from which they had come, into which
Abreham had led them. And also prSmised a blessing to all peoples.

So Moses begins to lead them out, and he repeated over and over again
that phrase - which should be very sacred in Christian ears - Let
my peopls go. Let them go. Out of - out of serfdom, out of servitude,
and out of slavery, and the meking of bricks without straw. And as
there was a symboldfor other covenants, the tree and an ark, circumecision -
so there was a symbol for this - it was the law. The law that was
given by God to his people, through his lawmaker, Moses.

And all through this time, particularly and later on, the
covenanf was symbolized by sderifices, and when Moses led them out of the
desert, the symbol was the Pagsover. There was always blood in the
013 Testament. There was blood even in the covenant with Adam, because
we read in - in3Génesls that God made them and they perceived

themselves to be naked. God made for them a skin, skin from animals.



A skin from animals implied a killing, implied the shedding of blood.

So Abel made an offering of a living animel, not the fruits of
the earth, and then when Moses led them out it was the lamb, perfect
age one year, without blemish, unspotted. No offer to sacrifice, sweet
smelling sacrifice it was called. Abraham found the lamb, and the ram,
in the bullrushes after he was told to sacrifice his own son Isaac, but
in any case the covenant was sealed with blood. And so this blood was
sprinkled over the doorposts, so that the destroylng angel seeing that
blood would pass by.

And every family brought their lamb. If they could not afford 1%,
20 would band together and bring a lamb. So that through these
centuries, this covenant was sealed, and ratified, by blocd. And the
blood of a lamb. As Isaac sald to Abraham, Where 1s the lamb? Where is
the lamb? Where 1s the lamb? And that question rang down through the
centuries, and now we wonder what ties, what bond, what depth we are to
these people? Why we have t o uproot all prejudices? We would wonder why
we have to do this?

Then ceﬁe the Christian timés, and note two scenes. A well and a
supper. At a well Christ meets the Samaritan woman. She was not a-
Jewess, but she was told by our Lord Salvation is of the Jews - of the
Jews. The second scene is a supper. Moses had taken the blood, sprinkled
it on the book of the covenant and on the people. Ag a mark of the
covenant. So too at a supper Christ who had been called the lamb, and
who had answered the question thaet was asked by Iseac - where is the
lamh? John the Baptist pointed to him and salid, Behold the lamb. Now
the lamb over the cup of wine says, this is my blood. My blood. Lambs

blood. Take it - take 1t.
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Blood of the new covenant. Take it as 1f it were sprinkled
over them. -'Ittell you Christian people that to deny this heritage
and this background would be like denylng your own parentage.

And is this o0ld covenent.dead and buried? Neither the written word of the
old covenant nor the written word of the new would dare allow us to say
that. Isgiah the prophet - can a woman forget the child of her womb?

Yet will not I forget thee.

St. Paul in the Epistle to the Romens - God's gifts are irrevocable.
So that in a synagogue, God 1s worshipped. By & rites, by a reading,
by a law, which God himself gave and i1f anyone would ever think in our
own and if any Christian would ever think that maybe - maybe God
forgets in the new covenant - let them read that lovely book of Hosea
of the 0l1d Testament. Poor Hosea with the unfaithful wife, and the
children thet had the peculiar names. And God sa#d shall I cast off
Efrem? Shall I abandon my people? Then he asks, shall I do to them
as I did to the two other cltles beslides Sodom and Gomorrah that were
destroyed - two of them are mentioned in the llth chapter - - then comes
the words of God in answer to the questicon: Will I ebandon them, will I =
reject Efrem? I will not. I will not. I will not.

Because we are Christians. We believe in this deep dimension of
love, and that we mingle with all those who have this heritage -~ we will
express to them the same love that God has expressed and still d oes.

And so at the conclusion of this day of discussion, we are asked to
project the future - the future is intelligible only in terms of the past.
As I see 1t, the Jews and the Christians both have vocations from God.

We are God's people, and not two different people. I will be
your God and you will be my people. This is a vocation. It's this
covenant that mekes us unigque. Now there can be individuals among
the sons of Abrahem and the followers of the lew of Moses who will not

be faithful, just as weizknow too well that there are followers of



the new covenant who are not faithful. But because we are under
covenant to God, because we have this vocation, here is the surprising
and astounding fact.

Neither you Jews nor us Christians are at home in this world.

We are not - - we are both revolutionlsts, uneasy, upstarts, irritants,
catalysts, disturbing the moods and the philosoph&g-of the worXd. And
why? Because we have a vocation from God and that is why the world
itself - and in some way we'll not follow this covenant of love, will
always persecute and alwgys hate. And that is why we heappen t @ live
in these times when both the people of the o0ld covenant and of the new
were persecuted.

And so it is time when possibly the Jews might begin to be lost
in just simply the whole spirit of the world, what happens? Hitler,
Austwich, reminding them they are a separated people. Why it was Egypt
all over again. Austwich-- a vocation from God, and as the 01d
Testament was being persecuteq by Hitler, so the New Testament was being
persecuted by Stalin. This is our modern history. I tell you we received
blows - you Jews and we Christians, both of us received blows from
God and from man.

From God why? Because we're his people; and from man because we're
not of their spirit, nét of the world, we are a covenanted peoPIeQL Maybg
these days of blackmess and persecution through which we both have passed
will draw us closer and closer together. This I see as the future. How
far it is away - only God himself knows. But I believe that we will
become more and more united as we realize that we are brothers called by
the same God.

And so this morning at mass, as I continued that sacrament, and that
sacrifice of the blood of the lamb, I said - I cal?éd Abraham my father,

and I do it every day. And so I say to you both Jews and Christians -



we have the same God, and we are 'hia people. -
(APPLAUSE) -

END OF HIS TALK
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Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, NY 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

On October 17th we will publish the autobiography of Fulton J. Sheen
entitled TREASURE IN CIAY. A galley is enclosed.

We are hoping that you would be interested in commenting on Bishop Sheen's
work for our use in our publicity, promotion and advertising. TREASURE
IN CLAY is the first time Bishop Sheen set down his life in his own words
so of course we feel honored to publish his memoirs, which he was working
on up until the time of his death last December. We are very fortunate
that he has written an anecdotal autobiography which covers all areas of
his very active life.

This manuscript was originally scheduled for November publication, however,
we have been able to move the date up to October. We would be most inter-
ested in using any comments you might-wish to make on TREASURE IN CLAY and

of course hope it would be convenient to hear from you in the very near
future. Thank you for understanding our time limitationms.

With all best wishes,

' . ncerely f 8,
vy Hefr

Publiclist /Religious Books
(212) 553-4483
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