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November 9, 1984

Hon. Jose Luyz-Gomez
Minister Counselor
Embassy of Portugal .
2125 Kalorama Road, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20008

Dear Hr.'- Gomez:

Some weeks ago, several represéntatives of the American Jewish
Committee and I had the pleasure of visiting with you. VYou may,
recall that we discussed, among other issues, the case of Arch-
bishop Valerfan Trifa. This morning we learned that your Govern-
ment has denied him a residence pemit :

On behalf of the American Jewikh Comittee. I want to comend
your Government for this action. Considering his dreadful past,
Trifa's 1ife represents a betrayal of the fundamental democratic
values upon which your present Government is based. His presence
in Portugal would only have continued to evoke the mst negative '
image for your people and nation.

With every good wish, I am, .

Sincerely,

Leo Hewas
¥ Chairman
International Relations Comission

LN/es
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Orthodox Church in America
STATEMENT TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

February 4, 1977

In view of the atmosphere surrounding the case and pefson
bf Archbishop Valerian Trifa in the National Council of Churches,
the Archbishop's effective participation in the Council is pre-
cluded. As a result, the Aréhbishop will not take part in the
Council's work or atteﬁd meetings of i:s Governing Board until

further notiée.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

The Executiée Committee of the National Council of Churches
has received the response from the Lesser Synod-of the Orthodox
Church in America to the request of the Executive Committee dated
October 30, 1976. I

The Executive Committee of the National Council of Churches
~accepts the assurance of the Orthodox Church in America that Arch-
bishop Valerian Trifa wiil not function as a member of the Governing
Board of-the National Council of Churches during the investigation
now being conducte& by ﬁhe 6rthodox Church in America, itself, and
the pending litigation in the United States Céurts.

Indeed, it is our-cbnviction that he should mot do so because
of the serious moral'iﬁplications.of the allegations against him,

February 4, 1977
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Co-origipator N.J. Teen Chalieoge, 1968, trens., 1968-70. Mem. Am.,
N'J Bl;u. ministers councils. Home: 505 Sumse: Av Asbury Park NJ

TRIFA, VALERIAN D, bishope b. Campeni, Rumania, June 28,
IEI;:n. Dmkbzdn\::umm{\gumal?i'l;n L. Jessy, lums.’ o
19 1954 tn, Germaxy, )
c-:mm;.ri“lﬁﬁ neturzlized* IG;T Ordaintd Bunhop Rou:lnun
Orihodas Emww of Am. !u: 942 !l;lsle Romanian erslwdul
Epicopate of J'xhﬂn. xh., 1952—. Mem. Hol;
1 Ch n Am., 1960—; mem. ceowr
1968-75; mem reicg bd. Nat. Council Chs, 1952—,
Mdmu 2525 Grey Tower Rd Jackson MI 45201

TRIGG, ELW 001D BELLEW, pricst:b. Los Angeios, Mar. 21, 1940:
s. Earle Bellew evd Emelic Lovelta (Dake }T‘ B.A, U. Cal ot Los
Angeles, 1961, A, n Religion, U, So. m.: nmn Oxford
U., Eng.. 1968, Urdained priess Episcopal
su A'.‘bm-g‘ Emm{":hal{h Arngeles, lm;‘;’St Mary of c:f‘
Aagels Episcopal 9 Il,umd. —, AS30, P
counseling Cal, Sizte U, Las M; ui.- dir. CJ: ing and
Testing Center, 1974—, mem. exec. bd.
197273}, Univ. h:dqm{.memumm chpt.
1573—), Am. Ch Union (bd. theol consultants, ldl' ummn. m
and cthics. chmn subcom on humsn
Jtorﬁmbcmuud Diviruties, IWJARM&
Fear, 1975 Home: 900 S Hawser Eivd Los An, CJ\SO‘JJG Office:
5151 Susic University Dr Loy Angeles CA

TRIMBLE, DUANE ELMO, minister; & Marywille, Mo., Apr.

1547; &. Elmo and Vers Louise (Caffeh) T B.A., Southwest phll
Call, Baliver, Mo., 1970; M.Duv, Midwestern BapL Theol. Sem
hm Ciy, Mn.. 1973 m. Jorus Jacksen, M. 15, 1970, 1 dil‘
Kerea. mm-urSo Bapt Conv g cha. in Mo,
1965—; pestor Shelbourze Bepl Ch., Tneulcs. 1970-74, Norbarne
Bapt. Ch, 1974—, Aﬁuu. .102 S Pine 51 Norborne 64663

TRIMBLE, ROBERT DALE, minister; nuumo.uu

1938; 5. Jemes Hagar end M Mervene (Bee ThB.
Circlevilte Bihle Coll 1960: m. Roce Barland, July i. 1958;
Mn—-ﬁuphm“mluum ith Asn, Renee.
Onduined to i of Chri nchinkauﬁnl!ﬂ:“

cha., Obia, 1
lI..m‘“%d-ﬂ. Delray Rd. Ch.,
Circleville (0.) Bible Cell,

e &w 1974—; chma. gea. Sunday Chs.
of Christ ia 'illl.hion.imn.mdhl%mm
y bd., 1972 € je. yo ﬂ‘" 70. Home:
3503 Ed-:ndllt Rd Columbus OH 43207 O PO Box 458
Circlevilie OH 43113
TRIMMER, FRANCIS WILSON, minater; b, Roancke, Va.,
s, 1911; 8 ‘l‘hﬂdn:e Jupses wud Bertha May (Balli " m
Roanoke Coll. 1932 D.D, 1949, M.A, Corsell U. 1938, BD.,

Colgste-Rochesier Div, Sch, 1935 o, b Rathrock Sieber,
Sept 10, 1936 chidéren—John Theodore, Joreph Francis, Robert
Alden. Grdsined minister Am. Bazust Coov., i’li. pastor tlu in
N.Y, 19354, -ISSQ dur Christisz odn. N.Y. B?l.
mus '-u ed Ch, W. Lafayette, lnd. ms- Interast

Bangkok, ﬂnha!. 1973—, Mem. YMCA, Fi Kappa Phi.
Rowiu. Hnu: 14/1 Pramuan Ré Baogkok Theiland Office: 73 Soi
19 Sukhomvit Bagghok Thadlnd

TRIMYER, WILLLAM LEWIS, mizister; b. Portsmouth, V., Mar,
4, 1045 ¢ .“u_‘hla Ensl m M-‘:‘y !'m\w {Snowdea) T.: BA.,

Geargeiown ) So. Baptist Theol Sem,
Loussville, Iﬂl,m le an, lune 8, 1968; 1 luﬂ.
Brisn Lewts. Ordained to m]lu’r Sa. hil Coav.,, 1971;

Walout Grove Bapt ©h., Lodiburg. Ky., 1971-73, East High
Bapt Ch., Richmocd, Va., 1572—. = 1608 Byron 5t Ri
VA 23222
PENY, ROBERT ANTHONY. lay minister; b c.mr.

T 191k o 2nd Mae Aliee (R .PAB.

in Commexzce. U, Notre Dame, 1953; o Katheryn Leona ﬂn‘ln:her.
Mly 10, 1958; chi'hdua--k. Tony, James, Powrick, Maria, Michelle,
Reme. Commentator, tricks Ch., Casper, 1966-75, mem. parish
council, 19€8.75, hy mmer 1971-1%; la; mul.m. CoTAmETLEICT
St Asthon y's Parish, Casper, 1975%—, mem. Litusg. Commn., Diocese
of Cheyenme, Wya.. 1971, mem. Cah, Social Services, 1972, Pres.,
Tripeny Maotors, Carper, 1957—; dir. I{tl.ll.op NaL Bank Dist. e

Bay Scouts Am., 197271, Mem. Arex C. of C. (dir). KC.,

K.nnnn-. Home: 1125 § Woicot St .+ WY §2601 Office: 353
W Yellowstone 51 Casper WY 8260

TRIPLETT, BEXNIE STEVENS, minister; b Charlone, N.C., Jan.
5, 1929: 5. Joho Preston and Sarsh Ma r|=l {Freemnn) T.; student
Minot State Co'l 1955, Memphis Swie U., 1956 A.A.. Lee Coll,
1964; B.A_, Tenn. ule;n-. 1967; m. Celine Willines, Apr.
!Lik‘lﬂu‘lﬂm—lﬂn HMMI&MQ.MSIM
Ordsined to ministry, Ch. of God, 1938, tb‘aaﬁeﬁll. 1948-51, 53-54;
B30, f . 1951-52; pastor Minot, D, and Memphis,
193446, c. Tesn. Yonsih and Chefsian Edo. 1956-58: program dir.
racio and TV dept. Chrvelaed, Tema, 195E-66; pestor Nashwille,
1966-68; siste overseer N.D. and 5.1, 196%-72; state averseer Ind,,
Gr!rnwond 1972—. Mem. music sclection com. Tenn. Music &
Con., Cleveiznd, 1955-7%; mem. commn. producing hymaal
Hymns d’ he W FPaikway Prow, 1969— Chmn bd. din
Nonhwest Bible Minot, 1968-72; mem. Gen. Evapgelism and
Home Missions Bd., C\n:lnd. Tenn., INS—. 'Mim Lu Call.
Alumnl Assa (v.p. 1958-82), M:uusm Treie. Call to
‘Commiltment, 1564; .A&nlﬂnpe'lt llw Hut nuﬁ‘.ln
Composer: Haw Aboul Your Heart, Trowt In she Lard, mll:cd 10
Christ, others. Home: 31 4'Love Av Greenwoad IN 46147 Office: PO
Boa 18 Greemwood IN 46147

PLETT. CHARLES HAROLD, minster; b Lounswille, M'u.

947, 3. Harul! Vernon and Ella Kate (Smith) T v

Pemieconal Bidle Jout, Tupelo, Mis., 1968; m. Coanic Jea nhm
i Nathan Harold, Duthan Joel, Cha

Orécsined to rrinitry United Pentecostal Ch. Internat., 196I

:vuwl’m. 1965-69: founder, pastor United Pentecostal Ch, kxt;

Mount, N.C. 1570:7). pertor Usited Penzecostal Oh, Rnau.
Mis., 1572—; editey Periczeaial News, 1973-T4; pres. Pentecos

Conquerors, 1975 Aulm 1404 Exstwood Rd \mhu MS 39)10

TRIPOLE, MARTIN Ra !.P'Il.pdr\.duc-lw;h Peon Yan N.Y.,
Jume 14, 1935%; & Jemes and Mary <IIM T, BA in French,
Fordham U, 1987, M A in ’\1r|ﬁcp‘|& M A in Th:nlogy
Woodstock Coll., 1963, S.T.D  insticut thalique de Paris (France),

Sor. of Jons, halic Ch.

1555, orcdained
I%‘f lostr. philosophy Le!

prhﬂlnﬂn -
Muyu Call. Syrocuse, N.Y., 1967-64; a5t

prof. l.lwolgsy St Jseph's Cﬂ.l Phita, 1972—. Vis. prof. systematic
1e U, Miw, 197475 Mem. Am. Asn. Univ,

Prafs., Coll -nrs-c . Theal Soc. Am. Am. Acad,
Religion. Comibe. sri:eles to profl. jours. Address: St Joseph's Coll
Phuladelphia PA 19131

al comrt. Warld Council *

Mf"‘

TRIVETTE, LAWRENCE WILLIAM, minister; b. Iulkr. Trnn..
July 16. 1904; 5 Willisn Erastus :od ids Neomi (York) T.
Carsan Newamsn Coll, 1931; sudent Southuesiom Theol, Bapt
Sem,, 1933-34, So. Theol, Sem., 1935-37: m. Peuline bﬂm
Smith, Dee. 24, 1936; children—Lewience, Jerry Normas, Donald
{dec.). Ordained %o ministry So. Bapr Conv., 193]; ama.

Joknsen City, Tean, 1932-33, K m Tenn, 193442 supl
missions Holston Assn., Juhnsem , 193239, postor Pleasant
Grove Bapt. Ch., Shouns, Tenn., | 1-44; supt. missions Knox
County Bapt. sssn. So. Bapt Conv., 1944.73 Mem. adv. com, Carson

Newman Coll,, 1974—, Address: 3521 N Colonial Circle Knoavilie
TN 37918

TROBOUGH, GEORGE ANDREW, cler, ;b Ridgewsy, Mo,
Aug. 6, 191%: 5 Lee and Eibel E. (Dyerd T; A B, i'fnﬂrix

Call., Cnnn, Ak, 1948: ST.85., Boston LI. 1951; m. Ruby Glea
Stipe, Nov. 4, 1942; ehildren—Mary Elizabeth (Mrs. Pazd L. Happel,
Jr). Gloria Gles, (M. Ral Marple). Orduined descon
Methodist Ch,, mo. rtur. 1952, cenified minster Christian edn.,
1965; pastor cha. in Ark., Mass, Ore. §
United Meth. Ch., anmf. Ida., (96
Poriland, Ore., 1972—; cheplain Civil Al mu.\

1és, also Porilend, 1967-75; brosdeasier Religion in the News,

1557—, Exec. sec. bd, edn. 1da, conf, United Meth. Ch, 1965-69.
Rc::pueﬂ:. Jason I'.ee nmd. pub, relations commn. Ore.-1da. cond.
ited Meth, Ch, 1972; ceruficate appreciztion Burley Civil Air

lel 1572 Cleb: \uﬂhusl Poruznd Optimist tqdnw I-Tnplcl.
also chaploin), Co-suthor: Creative Activites Smghl‘id 7. Editor

various newsletiers. Address: 4026 NE 391k Si Portasd OR 97212
TROEH, FREDERICK ROY, pricst; b, Grlug:vmc. Tdo, Jan. 23,
Merie Elico (Klaus) T.: B.5.in Agr., L

1930; 5. Roy ge and
1951, M’S 1952; PhD Comell U 1563; a.H.mmRm
Junc 10, IDSI dsa Iltlh.

Ch. of Jesus Christ of Latter-

i-:é

Edward, O st Reorganized

day Saints, i ddﬂ, 1955, high prest, 1963; pastor chs. o lds.,

1932:35, la., 1964-66; Ames Congregasion, 1972—,
mem. high covnal Des n.:nhm-u:m

I:-s'«#?: U';{l':li?hmm lmw:::u.mmm

ta

m:‘t l-‘uu.ln 9 &sﬁo:liﬁ-m Labormiary

Eacreisen, 1975, mmrqm{: S1 Ames 1A 50010

TROEH, RUTH BRADLEY, lsy ch. b San

iests, i U S, and Can. for women and adminsirs., 1973, mem.

div. council, 1974—, commr. womer's miniwiry, 1974—, chairpersan
Task Force on Aging. 1914‘-. mem. ministerial adv. ;ennnt.
‘Chairpersan, Jackion Couzty (Mo) Med. A Publicity

ective P-T.A. Bd. dim. I'ldtpﬂllnﬂ (Mo.) hmnnﬁ and Hc&
Cantbr, sniicles to on jours, Home: 13000 Dtle:
Independence MO Office: 1001 W Walnut 5t PO Box 1
Independence MO 64051

THDIT Enwﬂl’:l WILLIAM, minister; b Chgoo, Dec. Il 1941;
Lee Hoyer, Nov. 28, l!‘ﬁdlﬂm—-ﬁriﬁnﬂlh.
Edward Michael. Ordained Lo ministry Luthersn Ch,, l95
Moun: Calvary Luth. Ch, Wamego, Ihu. 196?-'&}{01!

Wichita, 1970—. Il rep. Scouts Am., W,
1968-70, Chmn. b&.m ;ﬂ-‘m Mem. l.ulh. Edn.
assn . Theal. E G, Heome: 1024 N Delliose

duca
Wichita KS 67205 Omc: 1018 V Dellrose 5t Wichim K5 67208
CE THOMAS. ch. nl':l b I.ii

Tee.
ned United
Ch., plnm Bnlm U, 1951-54
minitier Montclair (Cal) Usites Meth, b 1958.69; ]
n end ares Claremont Grad. Sch., 1957-73, dean Sch, Th "

19 T3 .cn- sec. B4, Higher Edn. and Mini ‘af United Meth. Ch.,
Naghville, Dnl to Gen, Conf. Ur Meth. Ch., 1968, 70,
72 Bd. Tor Rehab. Pomons, Cal,

dﬂ

1968-73; tnstee Am, U 1573—, Alwska \"ﬂh. U, 1973—, krnll
Caill., 1974—, Dillard U-. 1574—, Blaisdell lost, 1368—; mem. adv.
com, Danforth Found., 1967-70. Named ll.isl'm‘nislwd slumnus
Bunon U, 1969, Mem. Am. Asia. Theol. Schs, Am. Acad. R:ﬁinl.

Soc. Religion in Higher Eca., Nat. Council Chs. Editor: Jesus end the
Historian, 1968. Editar a1 large Christian C'rnlur; 1968—, Cantbr,
erticles to religious publs. Home: 1325 Hildreth Nashville TN 37214
Office: Box 871 Nashville TN 37202

TROTTER, JULIUS CARROLL, JR,, educator b, Prattville, Aln,,
Dec. 20, 1917; & Julivs Cervoll and Thomas Eila (Faflon) T.; A
Samford U, 1943 Th.M., So. Bags, Theol. Sem., 1946, Th.D., 1951
. Ruth Mims Oliver. Avg. 37, INI dulﬁm—&e‘rlr Ans (Mrs.
eenas W, Bouldin), Jokn
. 1941; postor Forks of Elkhorn Bapt Ch.
(Aln) Bapt Ch., 1951-83, Thamawville (Als) Bapt.
3-55; prof. p-rminq speoch Southemtorn Hept. Theal.
Sem., Wake Forest, N.C., 1955—. Mem, Wake Forest Bd. Commp,
196073; chmn, Wake Forest Recreation Chl'nmn_ 1967-73, BA. dirs.
United Fund of Wake Couaty, 1971—. Recipient atizembip &
l::nr of Wake Fored, 1973. Mem. Lambda Chi Alphs. Democrat
Musan, Ratarian, Home: 313 W Juriper Av Wake Forest NC 27547

TROTTL, JOHN BOONE, ¢ducaler, mimister; B Asheville, N.C,
Dec. 11.195%; 5 Clarence and Jamece (Lyon) T; BA., Davidion Coll.
1987, B.D. cum lzude, Union Theol. Sem. Va, 1960; M.A., Yale,
1961, FRD., 1964; M S.LS., U. N C, 1564; n..lﬂn“\mml\’lul
12. 1957, children—Elzzbeih, aret. Micheel Ordained 1
ministry Presbyn. Ch. in the U.S. 1964; insiz. O.T., Yale Dmmn,
Sch., 1981-62; minister ch., Altavina, Va, L1964 68; nsst prof. religion
lelo1ph -Mazon \i’nmn Coll, L{ﬂhhurg V., Iﬂés-ﬂ. At
brarinn, asst profl Usios Rbrurian,
1970—, asso.

ibliography, 1972—; 9-& Mmﬁu Ares

Mum.l:ml Asn. 1967, Trustee Stillman Mem. Am. Theol.
Li Assn. {eree, com. 1971+ 74), anhgn Llhlrl' Aulr (pres.
l’?]h Soc. m Lit, Bets Phi Mu. Contbr. artic! ous and

jouts. Home: 1222 Rennic Av Richmond \I'A 23}! Office:
3301 Broak Re Richmond VA 13227

TROUBETZEOY, SERCE GREGORY. lav b wivker; b, Moscow,
Russim, Dec, 19, 1908 5 Prince Gregory Nicl mad M ;”

(BoutmelT) T.; student EcolePratique &' Agriculture, S1 Bon, 192
Call, Ste Barbe, Paris, 1925-27,

col National d°Agriculture France,

/JTMMM
(75 ~/

Presbytery, 1972—; rec. clk_Synod of 1L,

WHO'S WHO IN RELIGION

1927:29; m Princeis  Luba  Obolemsky. Feb. 19, 1933,

children— Alexis, Mary, beth. Warden, chmn, St Peter and S

Paul Carhedral, Montrenl, Que.; lay del. Orthodox Diocesan of Can,

1959-70; mem, Mee Cnuuul for Can.. 1965-70; pvi, sec. Met, Ireaey.

archivist Onhodex Ch. in Am., N.Y.C, 1970—. Combr. lm:h-; [

q’na. publs. Home: RFD Syasset NY 1175] Office: 59 E 2d 51 New
ork City NY 10003

TROUT, NELSON WESLEY, minister; b Columbus, O, Sepr. 29,
l!‘cll;j.g\;&h- Ne t!) ::ﬁ: b h\vn:ﬁ‘l' OMM Wilberforte
AB 4 o hio Suie ﬂ 1949,

o &‘“&. %D

€T, Evang. Theol. Sem., I”l an!nr'
Ooll. I9 k m. Jenoic 5. d _cu..g_
{Mrs, Thomas BlEs), Philip, Mb Mr. Levern Caﬂw‘l Oreziged

o ministiy Am. Luunmn Ch, 1952, pasicr, Montgomery, Alv,
1932-55. Los Angeles, 1955-62; asso. youh dir, Am. Luth. &,
1961-67, dir. urben evazgelism, 196870, m Esu Clawe, Wi
IN!-M. peaf.social ethics Luther Theol, Ser., S1. Paul, 1970, exee.

dir. Luth, Social Services, Daytan, O., 1970—, Del., World Council
Chs, 1968, Pres. Twin Ciiies Human Relstioed Asen.
1963.67; v.p. Luth. Humea lwlbm.\ua Am., 196910, pres.,
1971-72. Mem. slumni bd. Capimd U, . Optimusis It
Home; 3611 Comclot Dr Dayton OH 4s¢2a Office: 563 Supetior Av
Dayton OH 45401

TROUTMAN, GERALD STEVENSON, minwter, ch ofcl: b
Andrews, N.C,, Dec. 16, 1931 s Edwin Flavious and Estelie (Brown)
A e Ny A S
J L I e ven, Lee

Fracces Orduned 1o mrrrtmlcruﬁ'h Am., 1960; pasior
ille, Tean.. mou SLJuhnsLu."l
Syud Luth CI- in Ao,

mn.. :96.-31 Lmena"
Assembly, Arden, N.C,, 1962-49. Mm Gia, loterchurch Assa. (dur.
ma-). ‘Allanta Luth, Ministerial Assa. (pres. 1967-82). Club: Druid
Golf. Home: 2014 N Poace de Leon Av Ausnia GA 30307
omu 1644 Tully Circle Atlania GA 30329

TROUTMAN, JOSEFH EDWARD, ednl. sdmizstr: u amm.

e Col 1960 M A, L e Toelogs. gt 193341 .

r . £0.. 3
ncelon Theol. Sem,, 1664. Cons. Civ. profl services Luth. Ch. Am.,

Ch, Shillingtoa. Pa. 1972—, Ednl. ¢
Eudovil. IQ'TI. Mem. N.EA. Combr. ariicles to rel
Home: 100 Spricgside Dr Shillington PA 19607
mﬁnhmrnmhmmm 19607

nmm.hbmza T VERN, minister; b. Kellher, Sesk. Can,
July 26, 1 tw:um:-m::;}_-mmsmmm
Marnie (Baidenston) T B N.W. Christi
Comell U., 1952-5%; B.D., Buller Sch, Religion, 1958; in
Marie He-d.rl-ch.lnl,li 1948; children—Jarathan
Mnn(‘h 1950; TU ‘h“n- X
mmﬂa nmm Wﬂ-at w
Homes Christiea Ch.. Spoha: W . .

Smmnm,n

WA 99208 Gﬂ'lu' N .Ill Swhm WA 99205

TROY. PAUL ARTHUR, einister; b Portiasd, Ore-, July 31, 1918;
1. Johs Wiliems and Lily mrr,IT B.A_. Wheston Coll, 1939;

TILM Dallas Theal. S-em 1944; m. Doris Jane Untict, July 3, 1942;

| son, John Fredesick. Crdsined 1o m United ﬁu‘a}'l. Ch i
USA, 1945 pestor, Altia, [a, 194 ibson

Louis, 1946-53, Wheatland UP Ch., Plunficté, 10, 953-6&

[111.) 15t Presbya. Ch., 1960-66, 15t Presbyn. Ch., Fracklin

Grave, Iil, 1966-74, Suied clk. Chgo. Prestytery, 1956349, Synod of

ML, 195659, 657], Quaws ‘“m Bleckhewi

1859645, sec. Billy Grahem

1951-33; vocal soloist. Be. diss, U,

emperance e Mo, 1951- !l.
M!WulL&%ﬂ?l‘Oﬁn TBEH

St. I.mls Crusade,
Wuhugan lo., IO«I‘MI.

5t Dixes ll. CIIBI

TROYER, CLARENCE, bishop: b l.lﬁfln!: Ied., Feb 5. 1907; 4
Calvin J. and Mzulda 1) T; ed. Kitcheoes (Ont, Caa) Bbie
sch., Feirview Bible Sch.; o Wavia Irene Troyer, Nov. 28, 1928,
d to the ministry Mennonite Ch., 1940; missionary, faunder
regation frow mnm 19-‘5- now exec. mem. [nd -Mich.
Con‘l Address: Mennoniic Church Eggadine M1 49827

TROYER, DAVID LYNN, priest: b. Joplia, Mo, Scpt. 17, 1944; 4.
Wilbur Glen snd Darath: Ml (Willisms) T BS., S.W. Mo Suts
U- Swm;fnl.d. 1966, recelre.d Coll | Lagiozi, 1a, 1564-86:
Ruth Ann Brocks, Jm 1, 1968, 1 dau., JulcAnna Renee.
Otamcd priest Reorganized Ch. of Jesus Christ of Lerie -day Saint,
1974; pastor children's dept. Carthage (Ma.) Ch, 197172, youth
teader, 1972-13, pasior of branch, 1973—. Probaion aad paroie
officer Sute of Mo, 1968—. Treas, mem. bd, din. Cnnh:g Oxro
Club. Mem. Central States, Mo. cormections mssns. Address: Route
Box 285 Canbage MO 64536

TROYER, LOTUS EDWARD, misister; b. Fain . w:h .m i1,

1915; & Ellsworih A. ard Elva Dean (Schrock) T .
1938; postgrad. Eden Theol. Sem. 1972, m. :H:‘d.l Pearl h.bnc. May
4, 1941; children—Lyle Ray, Lita (Mrs. Danud r.wmrmm
M-rinru: (M, Peter ), Ce: 'Ordained to minix; v Men:
1947; pesier Carlock {1I1) Mennanite Ch.. 9-!»-1, M’ueﬂ“ Illl}
Ch.. 1952-65, Ok Grove Mennaaile Ch.. Semick.ite. 0., 19657,
Firt Mennonite Ch., Summerficld, IIL. 1971-72, Piznagun Menaenite
Ch., Gridley, 111, 1972—, Choplain, Mesdowy Meznoniic Heme,
1972—; mem Congo Iatsnd Mission Bd., 1921.74, pres., |§}?’6!\4
prea. Central Dist. Conf . 1954-37. Pres., MiLeas County S, Citizers
Adv. Com., 1974—. Hozxc: Gridley IL 61735

TROYER, MENNO h"'LI_I-.R. chaplain; b =r, lamon, Kan, Juss
15, 1903; 5. Menno Z snd Sura~ Barbers (Miller) T siudent Hewton
Call, 1978-30, McPheron Call.. 1938; Gmhﬂl i Bl
Sem., 15¢0; m. Charity Irese Gingerich, June &, 1657, chikdzen—
Leabell (Mrs Weyne Miller), Mnnlvn erl_ Peter Hastmea). Cunis.

Paul. Orduned 1o w..ruu; Vest
Liberty Mennonste £

l ¥ pasior,
1955-54; paiar Excr Halbronk \‘ennnml: E)I e Cll:m Cola., 1983,
Fint Mennanile Ci |, La J'um.-. Calo,, 1964-70; chiplsin Mennon
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Dear Dr. Randall:

. We have leamed t.hat as a result of the action taken today by the
i Bxecutwe Comnlttee of the Nat:.onal Ccmnnl of Churchw

b15h0p Valerla.n Trifa will no 1onger '

functmn as a manber of the Govemmg Board of the Natlonal Council
“of Churches representmg the Orthodox Churcn of Amerlca |

ﬁs you are mre from your several recent metmgs with

~our: representatwes Rabb:ts Marc H. Tanmibam and James Rudm
the mmrlcm Jemsh Com:xttee has been deeply chsturbed by the
ccmtlnu:mg mmbersh.tp of Archbmhop Trlfa on the NCC's Govern:mg
'Board Certalnly, the doam\entauon from prma.ry Romama:n sources . -. |
whlch t.hey made avauable to. you and to members of ‘the NCC EXec:utwé
'Comlttee makes it abumiantly clear that AI‘ChJ.blShOp Trifa has been
gullty of mrenuttmg ant:L San:.nsm, anti- Greek hate propaganda

and pro—Nan act1v1t1es wh1ch culmmated in pogroms that massacred
thoughnds of Jews and Christians. - 5" '

_In light of that record, the. American:Jewi_sh _Conmiftgé hﬁ caus'e

to hope that Nheiﬁntional Council of -Qiurcﬁes_'vlwould have taken
forthrigﬁt actidn to remove ArchbirshOp Trifa from its Board. ﬁever—
the less, we acknowledge that your present action is a step forward
in mdlcatmg the dlsapproval by the Natmnal Oounc1l of Trifa's
anti-Semitic attitudes and behavior. The removal of the aura of moral
_acceptability that was implied by Trifa's membership on your Board
will now contribute, we trust, to the understanding on the part of

the American people of the ﬁagnitude of his crimes against.humanity.



That clarity of understanding in turn‘mosf surely strengfhen the
 effbrts of the U.S. Department of Justice and the Immlgratlon and
Naturallzatmn Service 13 bring him to justice and hopefully
will lead to his deportation as an undesireable alien who

has lied #n order to gain éntﬁ to our country.

In that perspective, your action of defacto suspension of
Archbishop Trifa will; T am certain prove to be useful in the
~ ongoing struggle to combat prejudice and to foster justice and
respect for human rights.. } |
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JEWISH LERDERS JOIN 300 YOUNG PROTESTERS
IN URGING NCC OUSTER OF ARCHBISHOP TRIFA

By Religious News Service (12-16-75)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- In a Hanukkah Eve demonstration, some 300 Jewish pro-
testers demonstrated in front of The Interchurch Center here to demand that
Romanian Orthodox Archbishop Valerian Trifa be removed from the Governing
Board of the National Council of Churches.

The rally was coordinated by Concerned Jewish Youth, an agency which
has been leading protests against Archbishop Trifa's presence on the NCC
board since Octoker. The protesters charge that the prelate was a member of

the Romanian Iron Guard during World War II and took part in anti-Jewish
activities then.

In response to the previous protests, the NCC has asked the Orthodox
Church in America to consider asking Archbishop Trifa to refrain from
exercising his duties on the Governing Board until the matter has been re-
solved. B special episcopal commission has been named by the OCA Holy
Synod to investigate the charges.

But the protesters, including several prominent rabbinical leaders,
declared at the rally that "legalisms" should mat be usedfas an excuse to
keep Rrchbishop Trifa on the NCC Governing Board.

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, chairman of the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations, asked, "Shall such a man be a

symbol of religion and morality on the American scene? The answer must be
no, no, and forever no!"

He declared that Archbishop Trifa’s continued presence on the NCC
Governing Board "is a stain on the moral fiber of American Protestantism."

Rabbi Walter Wurzberger, president of the Synagogue Council of America,
said he was "embarrassed" to be speaking at a rally called by Corderned Jew-
ish Youth "because I feel that I amtOsome extent guilty of not having raised
my voice earlier to prevent this terrible travesty of justice" in having
Afchbishop Trifa continue on the NCC board,

He asserted that "the National Council of Churches undermines Tespect
for religion" in keeping the prelate on its Governing Board, and emphasized,
"This is no time for legalisms. This is a time for moral courage."

Charles R, Allen, Jr., a former editor of The Nation and now associate
editor of The Churchman, protested as a "non-Jew" Archbishop Trifa's member-
ship on the NCC boeard.

He charged that the prelate's continued membership was "an act of
blasphemy,” and said that as an agency that has been concerned with social

injustices, the NCC should be concerned about the charges against the Romanian
Orthodox leader.

(more) PSGE -22-
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During the rally, communications officials of the NCC distributed copies
of a joint statement issued by William P. Thompson and Qlalre Randall, presi-
dent and general secretary, respectively, of the ecumenical agency.

In the statement, they declared that "the issues are much more complex
than they appear from today's demonstration. We must be caréful that we do
not reduce the issues in this situation to simplistic conclusions and
responses because that would demean the seriousness of the questions being
raised by all the different parties."

The NCC leaders said that "as we await the judgments of civil_ang
ecclesiastical bodies, we again declare our conviction that as Christians of
conscience we are challengad by the memory of the Holocaust.

"We recognize and assert that anti-Semitism is a denial of the lowe
Christians proclaim.

"We also recognize Archbishop Valerian's democratic Pight to be assumed

innocent in these proceedings until proven otherwise by admissable evidence
in a court,"

Rabbi Avraham Weiss, rabbinical ddviser to Concerned Jewish Youth, told
the rally that the NCC leaders' statement was "notyorth the paper it was
printed upon."™ He declared that "they've known about Trifa since 1952,
Isn't that enough time for the due process of law to take effect?"

Wayne Perlmutter, co-chairman of Concerned Jewish Youth, said that Arch-

bishop Trifa's "crimes were knownte the leadership of this organization for
many years," ;

Regarding the investigation being conducted bythe Orthodox Church in
America, Mr. Perlmutter told the rally, "If he were cleared by his own Church
it would not .mean much, becausz he and his friends control his Church."

He declared that the protesters had come to tell NCC President Thompson,

"It is time to stop lying, and if not to stop lying, to resign or be forced
out,”

- Rabbi Weiss called on all constitutent organizations of the NCC to
cease funding the agency and to withdraw their memberships if no actiocn
were taken regarding Archbishop Trifa. He also urged all Jewish groups

not to have any contacts with the NCC so long as Archbishop Trifa remained
on its Governing Board.

-0- PAGE -23-
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REFORMED CHURCH LEADER WOULD URGE
NCC TO SUSPEND ARCHBISHOP TRIFA

By Religious News Service (12-20-786)

NEW YORK (RNS) -=- A communications officer for the Reformed
Church in America has asserted that for the National Council of
Churct»s to call f.r the suspension of Romanian Orthodox Archbishop
Valerisua Trifa fium its Governing Baord would not mean that the
NCC waz acting liiie a court of law.

In a memorandum distributed to other personnel whose offices
are in The Interchurch Center, the Rev. Isaac Rottenberg, director
of communication for the Reformed Church in America, addressed some
of the issues involved in the Trifa controversy. The prelate has
been accused of having been a member of the Romanian Iron Guard and
of taling part in anti-Semitic activities during World War II.

Mr. Rottenberg commented that '"the repeated emphasis on
"constitutional restraints' in NCC public statements may give the
impression that there is substantial disagreement on that point.
That is not so. I have heard no one within the Council membership
advoc:iic that Bishop Trifa be ousted without further ado. Some -
people have, however, »nrotested the notion set forth in the Creden=
- tials Committee renort that "we cannot ask any communion to defend
its intzrnal policies or practices of delegate seleciion.'”

Ti:» Reformed Church in America official declared that "our
constitutional restraint is not the same thing as refusing to
confront each other. iily claim is that the Council is not faced
with a constitutional crisis, but rather with the question of

whether it is capable of practicing what its constitution already pro-

vides for: open and honest counsel among each other."

Mr. Rottenberg said that 'we have developed a certain toughness
in confronting governments and organizations 'out there'; in our con-
tacts with each other; however, we are extremely conscious of
eccles iastical sensibilities and politics. Some group may become
miffed ard walk out!" '

Addressing the argument that the NCC is not a court of law,

he agreed that "Mr. Trifa's guilt or innocence must be determined .

elsewhere." But the Reformed Church in America official added that

this in no way relieves the NCC of the responsibility to determine

what apporopriate measures ought to be taken under the circumstances.
To give an example, a school board is not a court of law either, but
there are instances when charges against a teacher not only justify

suspension but make it imperative.™

Mr, Rottenberg noted that "there are those who claim that sus=:
pension itself imnlies a sresumntion of guilt and thus constitutes a
denial of due process of law." But, he asked, 'since when is that

the case? In view of common practice, this sounds like a spurious
argument to me."

(more) PAGE -10-
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The Reformed Church in America official aiso said that "there are
those frequent complaints about publicity and trial by Press.”

: He said, "I don't find them very convinecing. For years this
story had a hard time getting into the headlines. During that time
Bishop Trifa had plenty of opportunity to ronder the consequences of
his continued membership on the Governing Poard. Today, it is pre=-
cisely his refusal to remove himself from that position that is keep-
ing him and the charges against him before the nublic."”

Mr . Rottenberg concluded that "we can li:eed on repeating noble
phrases about the integrity of our common life and our constitutional
rights. But, to me, both justice and common sense demand that a
person in the archbishon's position be urged in no uncertain terms to
suspend himself from the Governing Board of the National Council of
Churches." :

0=
Addresses Governor's Hearing In Iewa

FREE TEXTS FCR PRIVATE SCHCOL PUPILS
ADVOCATED BY CATHOLIC SPOXESMAN

By Religious News Service (12-20-735)

DES MOINES, Iowa (RNS) -- A spokesman for Iowa's Roman Catholic
dioceses urged a state budgetary hearing coaducted by Iowa Gov.
Robert Ray to provide the 30,000 students in the state's non-public
schools with free textbooks.

Timothy HcCarthy of the Iowa Catholic Conference told the
hearing that Iowa law permits public schools to lend textboolks to non-
public schools in their district, but few school districts can afford
it because of sky-rocketing costs and declining enrollments.

Noting that several non-public schools in Towa have been able
to obtain textbooks from the public school system for their students,
he said the U.S. Supreme Court has approved such assistance, as

well as bus transportation, free lunches and limited auxiliary
services. .

Mr. McCarthy estimated that the cost of the free textbooks for
the G0,000 non-public school students would be $15 ner student or
about $1 million. Initially, he noted the texts would have to be
made available to all public school students on an equal basis,
according to the Highk Court ruling.

FHon-public school administrators said recently they are hopeful
that the Iowa legislature will approve a program of textbook loans
for all Iowa children regardless of where they attend school.

In a related action, the Iowa Association of Private Colleges
and Universities aslhied for an increase in funds for the state tuition
grant program, affording a minimum of $200 to every college student
in private colleges who anplies. They also want the tuition grant
maximum raised from $1,300 to $I,500.

At Loras College, DubuQue, a Roman Catholic school, 52¢ students
qualified for a total of $539,323.in grants last year.

-0~ PAGE -12-




Christmas Week, 1976

Dear Fellow-Christians:

It seems to me that the Archbishop Valerian Trifa affair has left
the National Council of Churches with some urgent items of unfinished
business on its agenda of moral concerns. This is so, regardless of
what the Orthodox Church in America may decide to do in response to
your recommendation that they "consider requesting the Archbishop to
refrain from executing his duties as a member of the Governing Board
until the matter has been resolved by the Holy Synod and the civil
Judicial process."

I realize that time was short when you met in special session in
Chicago, and you were faced with an extraordinary situation. The
pressures to find at least a tentative solution to the dilemmas in
which the Council found itself must have been great. One item that
did not receive adequate attention, in my judgement, is the need for
the Council to take a long and hard look at itself in the light of
what has happened at the Governing Board meeting and during the days
that followed. 1 believe that such an honest self-examination would
greatly contribute to the health of our fellowship.

The more 1 reflect on some of the incidents that occurred, the more
disturbing I find them to be. We, who have so frequently confronted
others with a call to repentance, should be willing to search our own
hearts and confess our own sins. Permit me to list a few items for
your reflection.

, _
1. It took a disruptive event plus an expose on Trifa in Esquire
magazine to stir the Council to action.

When the issue of Archbishop Trifa's alleged participation in the per-
secution of Jews during the Nazi period exploded within the NCC, most
delegates were taken by surprise. Yet, the fuse had been burning for
years. In fact, NCC leadership had received communications on the mat-
ter on several occasions.
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My intention is not to start us pointing fingers at each other and
looking for scapegoats. But, shouldn't we use this occasion to re-
flect on some of the dynamics of ignorance? So many people claimed
after the Holocaust: "I just didn't know!" There are times, however,
when ignorance does not relieve us of moral responsibility.

It seems to me that the most dangerous conspiracies of silence are
often those we engage in almost unconsciously. When we are confronted
with zmbarrassing information, an unspoken consensus to leave things
unmertioned will frequently develop. We tend to feel uncomfortable
with the knowledge of facts that may require actions we fear to con-
template. I believe that it would be helpful for us, members of the
NCC, to meditate on these matters as we wrestle with the moral cha1-
1enge that has been placed before us.

2.. The 1mmen31ty of the charges levelled aga1nst Archb1shop Trlfa |
and their moral implications for the Council were only Slowly
recognized by many delegates.

As a matter of fact, I have the impression that there was considerable
misdirected anger and indignation after the group of young Jews had
forced Council members to look at the accusations against Archbishop
Trifa. I realize that we are dealing with immediate reactions in an
emotionally charged situation. But those can be very revealing, and
when faced, they can help us to gain a deeper and more honest self-
understanding.

For example, I am thinking of the fact that, after years of experience
with confrontative groups, the calling of the police was actually advo-
cated during the tense moments immediately following the protest. For-
tunately, this particular demonstration by Jews did not become the first
occasion in which the NCC resorted to such action. I am grateful for .
that, but the incident continues to give me a sense of uneasiness. ‘

There were also widespread rumors about alleged collusion between the .
demonstrators and certain NCC staff members. Why suddenly this con-
spiracy atmosphere? In the end, the president of the Council found it
necessary to publicly deny that these rumors had any basis in fact.

Finally, I must mention the persistent stories that the whole thing had
been orchestrated by a columnist hostile to the NCC, thereby implying
incidentally that Jews don' t care enough about the Holocaust to hand]e
their own protests.” o=

Such incidents can be blown up out of propurtion to their significance
in the total picture. Nevertheless, the climate that prevailed during
that day is very much part of the picture, and I don't think it's healthy
for our spiritual life to make ourselves believe that it didn't happen.
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3. The first NCC news releases on the matter sounded too self-serving.

Just a few days before the Governing Board met, the Communication Com-
mission of the NCC had gone on record in support of "responsible investi-
gative journalism." Such journalism is always risky business, because
one must seek to maintain the delicate balance between the right to find
out the facts and the rights of those who are being suspected of crimes.

There is more than a touch of irony in the fact that some of the most
devastating investigative reporting to be published in the days following
the Communication Commission's meeting involved one of the NCC's own Gov-
erning Board members. The news releases conveyed, to me at Teast, a

spirit of defensiveness which seemed out of tune with the resolution

passed a few days earlier. The repeated emphasis on "undocumented charges,"
"unsubstantiated statements," "unfounded accusations," "hearsay," and “"trial
by press," reminded me quite frankly of the reactions by the White House
when the Watergate story first broke and some people wanted us to believe
that it was all a witch-hunt.

4. 'Ambiguities in_the report of the credentials committee raise critical
questions about our commitments.

I want to call special attention to the following sentence in the report:
"We pledge that we will do all within our power to insure that such a
destructive act (i.e. the Holocaust) will never happen again." When I
read those words, I didn't know whether to laugh or cry.

Do you realize what you were saying? You were telling the world that
next time it will be different. A1l within your power! No more silence;
no more evasion; no more passive consent while cruelties are being perpe-
trated against fellow human beings! In effect, you were signing up for
martyrdom, and all that in a document that gives the distinct impression
t?aﬁ the NCC dwells in constitutional captivity, in the house of bondage
of by-laws. '

I have no desire to offend the sensitivities of the Orthodox churches. 1
sincerely hope that they will remain part of the NCC. However, as long as
that concern is uppermost in our minds, we are bound to appear insensitive
‘to the deepest feelings of the Jewish community about the Holocaust.

My own feelings were stirred even more profoundly when I heard the repeated
references to the fact that the alleged crimes had been committed more than
thirty years ago and when several church leaders told me that it's time for
the Jews to forget. Ah, it seems so long ago, does it not? Some people are
tired of being reminded. But don't you realize that for those of us whose
homes were invaded by storm troopers it is Tike yesterday; and that in the
nightmares of our loved ones it is still a horrible NOW? Furthermore, our
refusal to forget is not based on a desire for revenge, but rather on a de-
termination not to betray the memory of our dead or our responsibility
toward future generations.
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5. The Churches' declarations opposing anti-Semitism should be
combined with honest soul-searching.

In recent weeks the Trifa affair has elicited some impressive sounding
declarations on anti-Semitism, emphasizing its abhorrent nature, repudi-
ating its demonic consequences, regretting its continuing presence in

the world. At the risk of sounding ungrateful and unreasonable, I must
say that I find little of the spirit of confession in them, and therefore
it all sounds a bit pro forma to me. In most Protestant and Orthodox
churches, I perceive very little of a sense of urgency to deal with the
appalling lack of real concern about the historical role of the Christian
churches in centuries of persecution against the Jews.

And now comes that inevitable question, one that is usually raised with
great vehemence: "Are you suggesting that there is anti-Semitism in our
midst?" What an odd question to ask! What basis would there be for us

to believe that we, Christians in the NCC, have somehow remained untainted
by this particular manifestation of human sin?

Let me ask a counter-question. How come that we, who will often respond

to charges of rampant racism in the Christian churches with quick consent
and contrite confessions, find it necessary to react with such indignation
to the suggestion that we search our hearts to see whether there are seeds
of anti-Semitism to be found among us? By naming the demon and acknowledg-
ing its power, we may once again discover the 1i ting reality of grace.
I believe it would be good for us to reflect on that.

Isaac C. Rottenberg

Room 1810

475 Riverside Drive
New York, N.Y. 10027
Tel. (212) 870-2452



The O0ffice on Chris;ian-Jewish Relations of the National Council
of Churches invited rebresentatives of major Jewish organizations to
the regular meeting of its Advisory Committee on November 1. On the
agenda was a discussion of the mofal issues raised by the presence of
Archbishop Valerian Trifa as a representative of the Orthodox Church
ia America on the NCC Governing Board.

- The NCC representatives reviewed with the Jewish participants the

action of the NCC's Executive Committee's special session in Chicago
on October 30, which was called to consider the case of Archbishop Txifa,
and its proposal directed fo the Orthodox Church in America that the
OCA request Archbishop Trifa to refrain from executing his duties as
a Governing.Board member until the'mattér has been reéolved by the OCA
&nd the civil judicial process. The grouﬁ was also informed that the
OCA had appointed an Episcopal Commission to inveétigate charges that
Archbishop Trifa had been a member of the Roumanian Iron Guard.

Both Christian and‘Jewish participanté expressed grave concern
oﬁer the impact of this issue in their respective communities, noting
that the issue was of such magnitude as to endanger continuing working
relations of Jews_and Christians at all levels.

The group urged prompﬁ implementation of the NCC Executive Committee

resolution, and agreed to convene shortly to review developments re-

sulting from the actions of the NCC and the OCA.

(DICTATED BY RABBI SOL BERNARDS - NOVEMBER 4, 1976)
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Urges 'Long, Hard Look At Itself'

REFORMED CHURCH AIDE QUESTIOWS
NCC HANDLING OF THE TRIFA CASE

By Religious News Serwice (12-23-76)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- In a letter to members of the Executive Com~-
mittee of the National Ccuncil of Churches, a communications officer
for the Reformed Church in America has urged the NCC to "take a long
and hard look at itself" regarding its handling of the controversy
involving Romanian Orthodox Archbishop Valerian Trifa.

Earlier, the Rev. Isaac Rottenberg had distributed a memorandum
to other pericnnel in The Interchurch Center in which he asserted that
the NCC would not be acting like a court of law if it were to call for
the suspansion of Archbishcp Trifa from its Governing Board. The pre-
late has been accused of having been a member of the Romanian Iron
g%ard and of taking part in anti-Semitic activities dquring World War

In his message to the NCC Executive Committee members, Mr. Rotten-
berg commented that '"we, who have so frequently confronted others with
a call to repentance, should be willing to search our own hearts and
confess our own sins."

The Reformed Chureh in America official declared that "it took
a disruptive event plus an expose on Trifa in Esquire magzazine to stir
the Council to action. When the issue of Archbishop Trifa's alleged
participation in the persecution of Jews during the Nazi period ex-
ploded within the NCC, most delegates were taken by surprise. Yet the
fuse had been burning for years. In fact, NCC leadership had received
communications on the matter on several occasions.

Further, Mr. Rottenberg wrote, "the immensity of the charges
levelled against Archbishop Trifa and their moral implications for
the Council were only slowly recognized oy many delegates. As a matter
of fact, I have the impression thHat.there was considerable misdirected
anger and indignation after the group of young Jews had forced Council
members to loox at the accusations against Archbishop Trifa.

According to the Reformed Church in America communications offi -
cial, "the first NCC news releases on the matter sounded too self-
serving." He wrote that "the repeated emphasis on 'undocumented
charges,' 'unsubstantiated statements,' 'unfounded¢ accusatdons,' 'here-
say,! and 'trial by press,' reminded me quite frankly of the reactions
by the White House when the Watergate story first broke and some people
wanted us to believe that it was all a witch-hunt."

(more) PAGE -18-
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Mr. Rottenberg also stressed that "ambiguities in the report of
the credentials committee raise critical questions about our commit-
ments. I want to call special attention to the following sentence in
the report: 'We pledge that we will do all in our power to insure that
such a destpuctive act (i.e., tne Holaecause) will never happen again.'
When I read those words, I didn't know whether to laugh or cry."

He asked the Executive Committee members, "Do you realize what you
were saying? You were telling the worid that next time it will be
different. All within your power! No more silence; no more evasion;
no more passive consent while cruelties are being perpetrated against
fellow human beings! In effect, you were signing up for martyrdom,
end all that in a document that gives the distinct impression that
the NCC ﬂwells in constitutional captivity, in the house of bondage of
by-laws.

Finally, Mr. Rottenberg urged that "the Churches' declarations
opposing anti-Semitism should be combined with honest soul-searching.”
He suggested that "by naming the demon and acknowledging its power, we
may once again discover the liberating reality of grace. I believe
it would be good for us to reflect cn that."

=0~

UN SUPPORTERS URGE CARTER
TO PUSH HUMAN RIGHTS MEASURES

By Religious News Service (12-23-76)

EAST ORANGE, N.J. (RNS) -- The New Jersey Division of the United
Nations Association of the U.S. has appealed to President-elect Jimmy
Carter to push for ratificastion of two covenants to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, chairman of the humen rights committee of
the division -- one of scme 200 chapters and divisions of the associa-
tion -- said in a letter to the incoming chief executive:

"In view of the fact that the United States signed the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights when it was cdopted by the UN General
Assembly held in Paris in December, 1948, but has not yet ratified the
two covenants which implement the Declaration, we...urge you as Presi-
dent-elect to make a special effort to have the U.S. Senate ratify
these covenants: the International Covenant on Civil and Politiegl®
Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul-~
tural Rights."

-0~ ' | PAGE -19-
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ROMANIAN ORTHODOX INSTITUTE.
HONORS 10 LEADING CHURCHMEN

By Religious News Service (1-27-77)

BUCFAREST (RNS) -- The Romanian Orthodox theolo§ical institute
here haz :ziven hocurary doctorates to 10 people for "their activities
and achi<vements in the field of theological research, the life of the
Church and in international Christian organizations."

The first Romanian theological honorary doctorates awarded since
l9ﬂ9, they were referred to by Prof. Mircea Chialda, institute
rector, as "a modest contribution of the Romanian theology to the
strengthening of the ecumenical relationship.”

The 15-million-member Romanian Orthodox Church has another ° -
theological institute In Sibiu, with a combined total of 1,150 students.
The seven seminaries enroll 1,&00 students. About 11,000 priests and
monks serve in 10,000 parishes, :

Henored at the ceremony, which was attended by Gheorghe Nenciu,
president of the state religious affairs department, were Patriarch
Justinian, head of the Romanian Church since 1948; Dean Macdonald
Allchin, Cante¥bury Cathedral; Prof. Olivier Clement, St. Serge
Orthodex Institute, Paris; Bishop Gordon Hill, Anglican Diocese
of King<ton, Ontario; Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon, dean of the
Holy Syrud of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Also, Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, dean of the theological
faculty, Athens University; Msgr. Wilhelm Nyssen, professor at
the University of Cologne; Anglican Bishop Mervyn Stockwoed of South-
wark; Archbishop Olof Sundby, primate of the (Lutheran) Church of
Sweden, and Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the World Council
of Churches. :

During their Romanian Stay, the doctorate recipiegts-léctured in
Bucharest and Sibiu.

2y
BRITISH BAPTIST LEADER
UNDERGOES SURGERY

By Religious News Service (1-27-77)

LONDON (RNS) -- Dr. Davis S. Russell, general secretary of the
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, is making progress after
& serious illness and operation, though his condition is still causing
concern, it was announced here. .

Dr. Russell, 59, was elected general secretary of the Baptist
Union in 1967. He has alsc served as moderator of the Free Church
Federal Council.

The nature of his illness was not disclosed but it was stated
that he underwent surgery at Highlands Hospital in north Iondon.

It is not known yet how long he will be away from his pcst
but it is likely to be some weeks. Meanwhile, the heads of depart-
ments at Baptist Church House here are sharing his work between them.

-0~ . PAGE -8-
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Dr. Rangall stPessed that tihe National Council is a delegated
body and does not select its Governing Bcard nembers. In this
respect, she said, "the autonomy of the (membef) communions is of
extreme importance." She pointed out that a committee has been set
up to study the feasibility of changing the NCC constitution to permit
it to remove Governing Beoard members.

- Father Kishkovsky and the NCC executives stressed that they were
not describing the action taken as a suspension of Archbishop Trifa,
although Mr, Thompson acknowledged, "I consider the practical effect
of the action to be identical with what might have happened if the
word 'suspension' had been used."

Asked whether Archbishop Trifa had any direct participation in
the decision of the CCA, Father Kishkovsky said, "The decision is not
one in which he has signed his name. He is in full knowledge of it
and he has accepted it.".

The OCA official emphasized that "the atmosphere surrounding this
case has tended to make any attemdt to discuss the real facts of the
case very difficult." With regard to the charges of Archbishop Trifa's
alleged anti-Semitic activities in the 1940s, Father Kishkovsky said,
"We have no direct testimony on the events of those days."

" Mr. Thompson was asked for his personal opinion of the charges
against Archbishop Trifa. "My personsl cpinion is conditicned by my
training and practice as a lawyer," he replied. "I do not accept
these allegations as true unless they are proved true. in a formm in
which he (Archbishop Trifa) has a chance to defend himself."

Following the action of the NCC executive committee, Rabbi-Sieg-
man issued a statement calling it "an act of moral courage and
responsibility." He added, "It is an expression of the Council's
opposition to anti-Semitism and of its awareness that the Holocaust
remaiﬁa a constant challenge to the religlous conscience of all man-
kind.

In a letter to Dr. Randall of the NCC, Bertram H. Gold, executive
vice-president of the American Jewish Committee, noted THat Committee
representatives had given NCC executives evidence indicating that Arch-
bishop Trifa "has been guilty of unremitting anti-Semitism, anti-

Greek hate propaganda, and pro-Nazi activities which culminated in
pogroms that massacred thousands of Jews and Christianms.”

In light of -that record, he said, '"the American Jewish Committee
had cause to hope that the National Council of Churches would have .
taken forthright action to remove Archbishop Trifa from its board.
Nevertheless, we acknowledge that your present action is a step for-
ward in indicating the disapproval by the National Council of Trifa's
anti-Semitic attitudes and behavior."

Rabbi Avraham Weiss of Concerned Jewish Youth, which has staged.
ﬁeveral protests at NCC headguarters regarding the Trifa affair, said,
We welcome the long-awaited decision of the NCC and are hopeful that

the suspension of Trifa will cause the government to recognize the
moral obligation to strongly accelerate and intensity its investigation
of the many Nazis still living in the United States."

-0~ . PAGE -3~
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At the same meeting at which Father Kishkovsky reported on the
OCA action, the NCC executive committee heard a presentation from
R?bﬁi Henry Siegman, executive vice-president of the Synagogue Council
o erica,

Rabbi Sicgman acknowledged that "there's a certain insensitivity,
a certain impaticnce, that has characterized the Jewish community”
%n pressing the NCC to act on Archbishop Trifa. But he added that
that insensitivity is at lecast partly a result of the Holocaust."

As evidence supporting the allegations against Archbishop Trifa,
Rabbi Siegman cited a Jewish Tclegraphic Agency dispatch which linked
him to murders of Jcws in Romania in the 1940s, and noted that the
prelate had becn tried and convictcd in absentia by the Romanian
government in 1951 for his involvcment in a revolt against the
Antonescu regime there.

The Synagogue Council leader stressed that "the Jewish community
is not asking the National Council of Churches to punish Trifa for
the atrocitics committed in Romania," but rather that it is asking
how the NCC "could admit such a man into the fellowship of the
organization, knowing what you know about this man."

Rabbi Sicgman said that after World War II, the Jewish community
hoped to join with the NCC in common enterprises, but that it "found
instead the face of our oppressor in your midst." He asked, "Can you
live with that? Do you nced a Jew to tell you why Trifa's presence
on your board is a blasphemy against God?"

Following the presentations by Rabbi Siegman and Father
Kishkovsky, the NCC exccutive committee went into executive session
for an hour. It then adopted a resolution saying, "We accept the
assurances of the Orthodox Church in America that Archbishop Valerian
Trife will not function as a membecr of thc Governing Board of the
National Council of Churches during the investigations now being
conductcd by the Orthodox Church in America itself and the pending
litigation in thc United States courts.”

The NCC statcment added, "Indeed, it is our conviction that he
should not do so (participate in NCC activities) bccause of the serious
moral implications of the allegations against him,"

William P. Thompson, president of the NCC, and Claire Randall,
general sccrctary, met with reportecrs to announce the exccutive
committce action. They were asked what the practical effcect of the
OCA and NCC rcesolutions would be in view of the fact that Archbishop
Trife has alrcady rcfrained from taking part in Governing Board
activitics.

‘Mr. Thompson replied, "The difference is that we now have reason

to believe, bascd on evidence furnished to us by the Orthodox Church
in Amcrica itsclf, that he will not do so in the future."

(more) : PAGE -2~
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Pending Outcome Of Charsges

ARCHBISHOP TRIFA WILL NOT TAKE PART
IN MEETINGS OF NCC GOVERNING BOARD -

By Religious News Service (2-4-77)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Romanian Orthodox Archbishop Valerian Trifa
will continue to refrain from taking part in activities of the
National Council of Churches (NCC) while federal authorities and the
Orthodox Church in America (OCA) continue probing allegations that
he had engaged in anti-Semitic activities during World War ITI.

That decision was made by the lesser synod of the OCA and
confirmed by the NCC executive committee. The prelate has attended -
only one of 12 meetings of the NCC Governing Board, of which he is
a member, since 1970. '

In recent months, Archbishop Trifa's membership on the NCC board
has been a subject of controversy in light of charges by some Jewish
groups that he was a leader of the Romanian Iron Guard in the 1940s.
At the request of the National Council, the OCA has been probing
those charges, while federal authorities _have also been conducting
investigations into his past.

Father ILeonid Kishkovsky, assistant to the chancellor of the
OCA, reported on a statement adopted by that denomination's lesser
synod (executive committee) at the meeting of the NCC executive
committee here,

The OCA statement said, "In view of the atmosphere surrounding
the case and person of Archbishop Valerian Trifa in the National
Council of Churches, the archbishop's effective participation in the
Council is precluded., As a result, the archbishop will not take part

in the Council's work or attend meetings of its Governing Board until
. further notice."

It stressed "that the above is to be understocod as a statement
of simple fact, and is not to be interpreted in a sense damaging to
Archbishop Valerian Trifa and in any way implying an admission of
guilt by him or for him."

The OCA statement added that the OCA "deplores the prejudicial
manner in which the case of Archbishop Valerian has been treated and
continues to be treated,” and that "it stands firm in its support of
the principles and procedures of American jurisprudence as the proper
way to ascertain truth, judge the guilty and protect the innocent.”

According to the OCA statement, "the record of Archbishop Valerian
as a clergyman has been without blemish and leads those who are
witnesses of this record to resist all efforts to regard as establishec
fact allegations and charges made against him prior to the submissicn
of proof in the meanner prescribed by law.”

(more) PAGE -1~
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Of Crime, Punishment *

BY SUSAN MORSE

Free Preas StaM Writer

e years alter the death camps closed, and thirty
years auer the Nuremberg war crimes trials ended, a hand-

+ ful of Nazi-hunters and their aging quarry have abruptly

seized the public mind and eye.

Subjects more familiar as the stuff of Grade B Holly-
wood thrillers and fiction best-sellers are suddenly crowd-
ing the front pages of respected journals and newspapers.
Nazism and war crimes, lately the province of the movie
screen, are all at once the subjects of television debates,
documentaries, Congressional inquiries and seemingly end-
iess court fights.

IN NEW YORK, the U.S. Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service begins deportation proceedings against three
alleged Nazi war criminals living here. Four more cases
against yet unnamed individuals are to be brought to court
s00n, it announces. Another 40 io 50 cases — depending on
the sgurceé — are said to be under investigation.

In Detroit, Bishop Valerian Trifa, accused of causing the
deaths of hundreds of thousands of Romanian Jews in 1341
as a leader of an uprising by the pro-Nazi Romanian [ron
Guard, rejects demands he step down from the National
Council of Churches governing board while !edenl charges
mmst him are stili pending.

Trifa faces the possible loss of his U.S. citizenship and
eventual deportation for allegedly lying about his past an
his citizenship application some 20 years ago. His long de-
hyed depaturalization :nalnupemdwbesll 1977.

A Sudden Barrage
Of Recurring Questions

On television like *'80 Minutes,” and *“David
Susskind,” questions are raised about why these court
cases are coming up now, how many other alleged war
criminals are living in the U.S., and why they have been
permitted to stay.

The New York Times syndicates two major features on
war criminals to papers the country. One fea-
ture is an account of a Dutch millionaire and art patron
newly arrested for the murder of 120 Polish Jews while bs
was an $S sergeant. The other is an excerpt from a forth-

coming book by Howard Blum entitled: “WANTED: The

Search for Nup u: Amema.“ :

M&mpu mcmﬁgennﬂyﬂmm
ll has assigned a team of reporters to conduct an ongoing
investigation of alleged Nazi war criminals living in the
Chicago area.

The sudden barrage of news about ttro::f;ofﬂu;:d
decades ago has pumzled reasonable people enra
others, as Southfield TV station WXYZ recently learned
Monday night, shortly before the station was to run a story
about the case of Bishop Trifa, the station was hit with a
flood of hate calls threatening the lives of station workers if
the story was broadcast.

The reaction was extreme, but the feelings behind it are
shared by many. They reason: "These suspects are old
mow. If they commined atrocities J0 years ago, well, that
was 30 years ago. They have been good citizéns since.
Surely they have suffered enough. How long can we make
people pay for their pasts?"

THE REVISED INTEREST in the status of war crimi-
nals is not limited to the U.S. The Austrian and Polish gov-
ernments have rec.ﬂ..nuy prepared documentaries on the sub-
ject. Newspapers in London, Paris, West and East
Germany, Italy, the Soviet Union, Canada, Argentina, and
Panama have added to the flood of dialog.

The explanation for this apparent burst of government
activity and rise in public interest after so many years is
complicated and speculative.

Some say the momentum was generated by the recent
Bruunsteiner-Ryan case in New York — to date, the US.
governmeat’s only successful prosecution of an accused
whr eriminal.

The government's two-yeardong depummn trial of
Hermine Braunsteiner Ryan, a Queens, N.Y., housewife
accused of committing atrocities 1o civilians while a gua:d
at Ravensbruck and Maidanek concentration camps, ended
In 1972 when the U.S. bonored West Germany’s reqnest for
ber extradition.
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The U.S. lmm:gnﬂm Serw:.e chzrgedw-rm:nv-mm-

. ing illegal aliens, claims the new activity was spurred in~

stead by its recent contact with witnesses — particularly
SQ\"I!‘: Jewish emigrants who it says were previously inac-
cessible.

But government critics, among them two former Im-mf-
gration Service employes, say the government ogenty re-
cently began long overdne steps to apprehend former war
erjrniuls ounly in response to increasing pressure from Con-
gress and the press.
The critics’ question 13 not “Why now?™ but rather:
“Why bas it taken so long?"

A Prosecutor’s Charge
Of Obstruction

Vincent Schiano, the cutspoken former chief trial attor-
pey for the Immigration Service who resigned under pres-
sure in December 1973, insists today his prosecution of the
Ryan case was threatened by government obstruction.

His files were rifled, his access to vital information
blocked, he was moved to a remote office with no phone,

. and his private life was investigated by the government, he

says. “They (government officials) did not want the Ryan
case prosecuted,” he charges.

Immigration offices deny the charge.

: HM%]E-NY Who has attacked -
the government for its ndling of the war crim-

inals du:iu most of her four years in office, says that
without her prodding and that of feliow Conmn
J the government would still be en-
gaged in a “cover-up’ of these cases. Recent disclosure
that several of the war crimes suspects now facing prosecu-
tion worked for the CIA and other federal agencies support
her claim, she says.

THE AWAKENED INTEREST in the status of war cnru-
inals has suddenly focused attention on another group in
this country: a little-known handful of people basad in New
York whose independent research in the area predates the
current vogue. The press has dubbed them the “Nazi-hunt-
ers,” a name that has stuck despite their disclaimers.

“gt%leﬁ;_ng;._._puhlisbed author and scholar who
h writing about Nazism since the 1950s, cites his
Quaker upbringing and belief in non-conformity in explain-
ing his interest in the area. Coming to terms with the Nazis’
systematic persecution of Jews and other minorities, he
says, “is a human prGblem, not a Jewish problem.” .

In m.:ﬂrlm.ﬂmm:hoﬁundthe
Service and iis meU.S.J
Iisto!i!:]legvdwlrcrhn
compiled for a book he was writing.

The list, he says, was denounced by then Attumeyﬁen-
eral Robert Kennedy as “‘Communist-inspired” — a label
often used to discredit the efforts of the Nazi-hunters,

Immigration officials in New York, where the current

war criminal investigations are based, say they received
their first list of suspects that same year — district direc-

W}rs he does not recail the source —
but decided those [sl ‘were nol amenable to service
proceedings.”

One Man’s 25-Year
Single-Minded Search

. ngu 79-year-old Romanian Jewish
immigrant who retired from dentistry only this year, has
sought evidence against Bishop Trifa with & single-minded,

mono-maniacal fervor for the past 25 years, ever since he
learned of Trifa's presence in the U.S.

A coarse-spoken, energetic old man who now lives with
his son in the tiny upstate New York villags of Old
Chatham, Kremer proudly shows a visitor three hoo
and a cabinet crammed with yellowed pages and file fold.
ers, all pertaining to Trifa.

The volume is impressive, but others say much of the

. material is inadmissable as court evidenze. Krsmer es-

timates he has spent §70,000 of bis own money on his efforts
to find witnesses, collect data and prod the government to
action in the case.

AFTER SENDING SCORES of unanswered letters and

—




Furfa Kmner- ¢ Charles Allen Jr.: ™.
westion of .ﬁm @ Jewish problem.”

appeals to officitls, he was finally notified in 1973 that the

Immigration Service would conduct = new investigation.
Why didn't helmhopemer?"neqmlhewtba
fnformation

was correct,” mmpty“whyshwldl
stop’ caring for people? Dnn'l M'g!t one thing. Thisisa
question of humanity and morality.

Kremer regards the current nvestigations of
Nazi (he promounces it “Nah-zee’) war criminals with
mixed hope and suspicion. The barrage of news, he says, is
a good sign: “If 1 had this publicity 20 years ago, Trifa
would not be here now,” be claims,

Hremer notes, not without satisfaction, that many of the
delendants are old now and may die soon, but Is sharply
aware that fact applies to the witnesses as well. *“One of my
best witnesses (a French man) died about eight months
ago,” he says. Written statements were taken from the man
before he died, says Kremer, but one expert says these will
be of no use in court.

In general, Kremer still regards the government's in-
volvement with distrust.

“The government is not really moving . . . If they really
wanted t0 move, they wouldn't allow the judge to pOstpone
the case of Trifa sO many times. I wouldn't be a bit sur-
prised after dilly-<dallying three years, if Judge (Cumella)
Kennedy would turn arcund and say: ‘You haven't got a
good enough case against Trifa.""

This Is a distinct possibility. Trifa's defense counsel,
George Woods, who has refused to talk with reporters, is
expected to move again soon to dismiss the case on grounds
the goverament knew of Trifa's background when it granted
Ili.m citizenship in 1957.

Shirley Eorman, an attractive mother of five, became
mumnrm“ﬁnmmmm

government Was hvh; trouble lhdhn witnesses in the
Bresasteiner-Ryan trial.
Sho eoutacted Jewish Sur\dwr! groups, ran radlu spots

.o« RO

Vincent Schiano: A charge S-m Zu.ny "We d’ou’l g0
of obstruction,

into wav crimes.”

m-ummnmmmmmﬂw‘
nesses to bolster the goverament”s case.

Schiano, the Ryan case prosecutor who was captured by
the Germans and dead at the Battle of the
Bulge, is also counted one of the Nazl-hunters, Besides him
and the cthers, there are also: Bessy Pupko, a Polish-born
Jew; Tony DeVito, now writing & book about his experi-
ences working with Schiano on the Ryan case; and Wayne
Perlmutter, & Yeshiva University student.

Some of the most fascinating cases of the alleged war
criminals ‘- raise the question of government protection.

.

An Unusual Move
By Immigration

In June 1974, the Immigration Service took the extra- =
ordinary mwadnlemmmmudﬂu.s residents !
under investigation as Nazl war cri:mam The acticn, -
taken in responsé to charges of Service laxity by Rep.
Holtzman, was unusual because no formal charges had ‘% 2
been filed against those named. Since that tim9, the Immb 3
gration Service has refused to discuss the list or releass 3
any “h.‘el' names,

One of the most prominent names on the list was that of
Dr. Hubertus Strughold. Strugbold, the Germao-born for- :
mer chief scientist of space medicine in the Aerospace 7
Medical Division at Brooks Air Force Base, Ttxas, bag n
been dubbed the *father of U.S. space medicine™ for hls- 7 2
work leading to U.S. manned space flights, &

Strughold’s name was on the list for only weeks before °
his investigation was quietly closed following Congresstomal
complaints on his behalf. o

* AS DIRECTOR of the German Experimental Institate

" Please farm to Page4C, Col. 3 .a~vmn i
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fur Aviation from 1934 to 1343, Strughoid was said to have
overseen grisly experiments on Dachau concentration camp
prisoners to determine human ability to withstand drastic
changes in air pressure and temperature.

Strughold, now 78, has réportedly insisted he knew noth-
ing of the Dachau medical experiments until nfter the war
ended.

Slnce the end of the war, Strughold's activities suggest
he kept close ties with American intelligence.

Alter serving some months as an American prisoner of
war, he was placed by the U.S. at the University of Heidel-
berg to prepare a study on German wartime aviation medi-
cine. In 1347, he was brought to the U.S. where he did his
E‘;‘;“-’mﬁ aerospace work under the auspices of the U.S.

orce

Artukovic, Wanted

In Yugoslavia

Also named on the 1374 Immigration Service list was
Andrija Artukovic, now living in seclusion in sour.hern Cali-
fornia.

Artukovic, wanted by the Yugosiavian government since
1951, is charged with participation in the mass murder and
deportation to death camps of thousands of Jews, Serbs and
gypsies while he was Minister of Justice and Internal Af-
falrs for the Nazi-appointed Croatian government.

Artukovic himsell is said to have authorized the concen-
tration camp system and supervised the building of crema-
toria in Croalia.

He came to the U S. under an assumed name in 1948, He
was discovered and arested in 1951, when he became the
first alleged former Mazi to face deportation proceedings.
Yugoslavia's request [or extradition in 1951 was opposed by
the State Department and others who successfully argued
his extradition to Yugosiavia would expose him to *'physical
persecution.”

. An immiﬁntion hearing officer found in his favor in 1953
and the gwernment pressed its deportation case no farther
‘at that time.

As late as 1974, crilics charged the Imm:grauun Service
with failing to contact West Germany (which has jurisdic-
tion over crimes committed under German government
administration) or any other countries for the purpose of

-deporting or extraditing Artukovic. There have been re-

ports that the State Department is reviewing the case.

THE NEW YORK TIMES recently reported that at least
two suspected war criminals upder investigation were
~ among those whose names were published by a New York

German-Jewish mewspaper in 1949, long before the Immi-
gration Service claims it received its first list in the 60s.
Both men were reported to have apparent CIA connections.

Edgars Laipenieks, a former Latvian intelligence officer
who now lives in California, recently admitted he worked
for the CIA in the 1960s.

Vills Harners, a former Latvian police officer who now
lives in New York state, served for many years as presideat
" "of the Committee for a Free Latvia, funded by the CIA.

Both men may be safe from prosecution because they
entered the country after 1952, when U.5. Immigration law
no longer required immigrants tO state that they had not
persecuted any nationality or minority.

A Little Understood
Legal Obstacle

. According to investizators, this kind of legal cbstacle to
prosecution of suspected war criminals living in the U.S. is
the most formidable and 1east publicly understood.

Regardless of how heinous the crimes allegedly commit-
ted by a suspect, the U.S. government can prosecute only if
it has reason to believe he entered the country illegaily.
Only after he is expelled from the U.S. can he face trial in
Europe for his alleged commission of war crimes.

“We only Investigate wviolatlons of immigration law,”
explains Immigration Service officer Sam Zutty, who co-
ordinates the nationwide investigations from New York.
“We don’t investigate any other part of it. We don’t go Into
war crimes.”

“Jf they lied (about their past) to get their anzemhp
. then they are liable to prosecution.”

Rep. Holtzman has proposed new legislation to end this
situation. ““There is now nothing in lhe faw that prevents
you from becoming a U.S. citizen because you committed
" war crimes,” she complains. *‘In essence, if Adolph Hitler
were t0 come tothe US. ... we couldn’t keep him out.”

Her bill, favored by some Immigration officers, would
block from entrance to the U.S. (or expose to possible de-

Rep. Elizabeth Holttman, <.
D-N.Y. who is sponsoring
legislation to change
immigration policy: .
“lf Adolph Hitler were” "~
to come to the US. ...
we couldn’t keep - . .
him out.” i

.

wmtlun) all persons who collaborated with the Marls in
the persecution of civilians. The bill is still in committes.

TWO KINDS OF ACTION, both lengthy and tedious are -
Involved in the efforts to exp®] suspected war criminals, Tf
they are U.S. citizens, they must first be stripped of their
citizenship (or "denaturalized’). A deportation trial then
follows. No war criminal suspect has ever been deéported
from the U.S. (Mrs. Ryan was extradited at West Ger-
many's request) and some attorneys say that will never
happen.

The biggest problem In both these actlons s finding
eyewitnesses to testify — some 30 or 35 years after the
events happened, .

“What we've got to actually have is an eyewitness close
by where he actually saw the subject commit the act of
atrocity,” says Immigration officer Zuttv, “As you can
imagine, most of the victims were Jews and dled thers.”

Others are old now or have died since that time, Scme
survivors are afraid to testify and suspicious of those who
try to contact them, as Nazi-hunter Shirlpy Korman says
she discovered.

Still others have apparently not been vigorously stught

In early 1976, Tmmigration officers were sent to Israel
for the lirst time to examine possible witnesses. For years
the -Immigration Service has contended it could not contact
the Soviet Union for information on people from the Baltic
countries because jt does not reécognize the USSR’s takeOver
of these areas,

Extradition (the return of a suspect, usually, to his coun-
try of origin at that counlries request) poses a similar
problem, the Immigration Service has arguéd, because few
extradition treaties exist with Iron Curtain countries. Crit-
ics have argued that where treaties don't exist, defendants
could be extradited to West Germany.

The Trifa case has its own special mpﬁmﬁonr;.

A Series of Delays
In The Bishop’s Case

Delays have worked in the bishop's favor. Three times in
the past six months the government scheduled his deposi-
tion (a sworn pre-trial quéstioning and cross-examination)
and three times the defense won adjournments. Assistant
U.S. Attorney Michael Gladstone, who handled the case
since it began in May 1974, left for another job at the end of
October, Assistant U.S, Attorney Fréd Van Tiem inherited-a
huge, unfamiliar case and Trifa's deposition was put off
again until next Jan, 18.

There is speculation that if President-elect Jimmy
Carter replaces U.S. Attornéy Philip Van Dam with a Dem-
ocratic appointee, Van Tiem could lose his job too. Van
Tiem says the possibility has not interfered with his han-
dling of the case. “Everything I do is on the assumptitn
that I'm going to be there,” he says.

After Trifa, there are witnesses to be deposed, so that

the government's earliest projected trial date is now mid-
1977,

MOST OF THE WITNESSES, who come from the US.,
Israel, and France, cannot be subpenaed, must come
voluntanly MNone has been contacted directly by the U.S.
attorney”s office.

Reportedly, there are no longer any existing transcrrpts
of a critical 1957 citizenship hearing in which Trifas attor-
neys contend Jackson County Circuit Judge John Simpson
was informed of FBI investigations of Trifa.

The delays, the paucity of witnesses, the absence of
critical documents, have Jed some observers loview it asa
weak case, Says Schiano: “It I were the defense attorney, I
would feel more confident in a legal manner than If 1 were

'the prosecutor. Years ago, they (the government) might

have had a goed chance. Now what they have is problems.”



strong case.

Discussion of the Trifa case leads almost invariably to~
another subject these days the reported existence among
the bishop's agsociates in Michigan of a covert organization
of former lron Guardists.

Trifa is said to heve brought to his church former Ro-
manian partisans who periodically meet, sell recordings of
Iron Gusrd speeches and songs, and recruit new members,

Trifa claims no knowledge of this, saying: “I don't kmow -
that such an organization exists, and if it does, it has noth.,
ing to do with me . . . lhelpmawwnplemmwl“
try and I don't ask their backgrounds.

The Immigration Service, however, is confident the
group does exist.

“THERE'S N0 DOUBT in my mind there's an active
Iron Guard movernent in Michigan,"” says Zutty. “We do
know there are people who have been in the Iron Guard in
Romania with Trifa in that (the Michigan) area. What
they’re actually doing- thére, we don't know and I must
stress we (the Immigration Service) have nothing to do
with investigations of that sort ... That's FBL."

The Immigration Service will not disclose whether any
of the persons associated with this group by critics within
the Detroit-area Romanian community are under investiga.
tion as suspected war criminals,

Membership in the Iron Guard does not, in itsell, consti-
tute criminal wartime activity in the eyes of U.5. officials.

By and large, the U.S. Romanian Orthodox community
remains highly supportive of Trifa. A church committee's
requests for contributions to Trifa's legal defense have re-
portedly been met with donations from fellow church mem-
bers nationwide,

‘Many Are Reluctant
To Speak Pyblicly’

of thair way ki FRdes Doyttt usd poriss e
ir way to the Justice

Kremer, Allen, and Korman in their search for information

on war criminal suspects.

But the intense publicity given Trifa's case and the cl.ul
of other suspects has made both local supporters and dis-
senters fearful and reluctant to speak publicly on so sensi-
tive an issue.

One woman pleaded with a reporter to stop calling her
husband to discuss the cases. ‘'He's new in this country. No
want trouble,” she said.

A LOCAL ROMANIAN church leader, who said he has
been confused with Trifa to his embarrassment, refused to
meq:dwid:umpumruﬁlﬁeﬁsbop’smcmm
ended.

Meanwhile, he said, he would not want to subject the
community to further indignity. ““To involve all the Romaa-
ian people in this question (that of Trifa's guilt or innoc-

. ence) is not important,” he said. "It is a personal question .
. « It is not so important at all. I wonder why they give this
issue so mueh importance. We have other good questions to
-ask the people today. This way is not helping the church
and the good name of the church.”

He is oot alone in his feelings. Many = among them
Jews — feel that 30 years time is enough to forget atrocities
ascribed to this or that war crimes suspect. It has become
a popular emcugh view for a Jewish lawyer interviewed on
“§0 Mioutes” to espouse it to millions of Americans this
fall

The argument usually contains ope Or more of these
facets: The persons facing prosecution now are not, for the
most part, the leaders who devised or ordered mass kill-
ings, but simply soldiers under orders. War crimes cannot
be judged by a peacetime morality. Te susphects’ own con-
sciences have given them suffering enough. Since coming
here, the suspects have led model lives, many as American
citizens, and should be judged accordingly.

The view is anathema to the Nazi-hunters.

“] don't agree with that (reasoning),” says Rep. Holtz-
man. “These are some of the most horrifying crimes com-
mitted in the history of the world. 1 think it's perfectly
appropriate t0 enforce the law against peOple who came
into this country illegally and to escape prosecution else-:
where for these crimes.” |

Schiano, the former Immigration attorney, makes a sim-
ilar case. ;

“We're nct out for vengeance,” he says. “We're mat
passing judgment on their guilt or innocence, just u the
mandate of the law is carried out.”

“If Hitler were alive today, because it's 27 or
ago, would you say forget about it? Andwha n

13 talk about. forgiveness if tha
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For the”Record rdeg . ayrL
® Dutch millionaire Pieter Menten
was expelled zerland and
{lown to the Netherlands -on a special
flight to face charges of .being in- .
volved in the World W’ar I mssacre
. .of Palish Jews. = .

Dulch Sentence an Ex- Nati Guard
. To Life for Death of Polish’ Jews |

R MOND, the Netherlands,” ner_ 14
(UPI)—A Dutch court sentenced a former
Nazi prison guard to life imprisonment
today for the murder of about 100 Polish
Jews during World War.IE. L ot N L

The court cited Lambertus Loijen, 58

ars old, for the “atrocious™ kiIIm; of
gu'natu ‘at a German forced-labor camp

m Bobﬂwlt. mhmgsrmé 1942 and

The state prosecutor had said’ that a
trial testimony by Mr. Loiien and four

Istaeli survivors of Bobuyisk made a life
.- Semtence umperauve J

;.

N AT WY . !
Dutch Art Dealer Accused
In Nazl Kﬂhng of Jews -

1, Spedtal th The New York Ting 1
"' ' GENEVA, Dee; 7=A wealthy Dittchart
d:lqu:;amdotm!mh“ 0
s ﬂ.gmum:mnmhmd:
the Nazis during the wartime X
of Poland, . = Y80
nmrmm??yemdﬂ"“ rest
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to Bern to
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In War Cnmes Case...

* AMSTERDAM, Dec. 27 (UPT)~A Dutch
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Swiss Refn Ert Dealer
To Dutch to Face Trtal

In Wartime Death of Jews
NETHER LAV INTA &8 _,

Spectal to The New York Times "\  ___
GENEVA, Dec. 22—The Swiss Cabinet
today handed over a 77-year-old Dutch
art dealer to the authorities of his coun-
try to face charges of having participated
mtheNazu.warhmekﬂhngofseveml
hundred Polish Jews.

The Cabinet hesitated for more than
‘two weeks before deciding to bypass.the
Swiss statute of limitations and to retum
the wealthy fugitive, Pieter N.. Menten, |

to the Dutch Governmen “

t, wiuch sent a
spec:al plane for him.. .

Because the statute of limitaﬂous bars
any legal action for crimes more than
20 years old, Switzerland could not ac-
cede to the Dutch request for extradition
of Mr. Menten, who was arrested in a
hotel near, Zlmch Dec, 6. To ‘get
around this obsta

tional provision authorizing such action
against foreigners considered to be a se-
'cuntytbnat. e

{ There was yet another pbstacle
. handing over Mr. Menten to the Dutch.
The constitutional provision on expulSion-
has always been interpreted as .thé
person facing ouster-the. nght to decide
to Which country to go. But to-have given
Mr. Menten-this right might have embla@
him to-find a haven. ° -
Under - urging from- the Dutch
‘Government, which had sent Mmuter of |
Justice- Andreas van to press the
a,a.uwt Mr. Menten, the Cabinet ,plected
avoid: this by invoking for the first
hme au-un-puhli.shad decree of 1965, Act-
'ing omits: own¥authority, the' Cabinet at
s it P
2 ion
' concerning security- risks;did not neces-]
 sarily enjoy the ght to elect where ‘hel
‘would go. ~ i, sl £

}-w; -.n-i
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:"ten,” Mr. Kanaan sai

\ v o A . 4 WA T B e,

After 32 Years'{'

' By WILLIAM E. FA Wk
Special Iam New York 'rmu
TEL AVIV, Deg. 13—For. ;lmeg e@dqs
* Haviy - Kangan has wked
' dreunednftmga w lmm Qndr
i'mired: as a child i’ Fplind.. “than
{ latep’ worked - -withthe Nazi and- la
gecused of havin kuled Mr.: Kanaan's |
ents, would be brought tojus I’-'.CrN?W.i
bellaves that day is near,"
tiny wanle:r my-life nndem youdi
connected in some wajr vﬁth ]II'IQ lr tor Menp-
tall, -dignifie
member . of the edltorlal board of th a:ifs
fluentlal newspaper Haaretz, the 63: ‘.vepm
old journalist, after 32 years of trying
is responsible for
for his boyhood hero, Pleter Men!
Mr. Menten, a 78-year-old ‘mill ona{m
-‘art collector who-fled the -Netherjands (¢
-a few weeks ago, Is now wanted in that |
' country, where he lived for years in dignir |;
ty and luxury, in the World War i ll
ings of hundreds of Polish Jews,,. 20 SLE

. Menten Attempts. Sulcflle il #i ;;

Hls victims are said to inclugé Mr Ka-
naan’s parents and many othef members
of hig family—all of whom ‘knew Mr
- Menten, When the arrest’ order was is-
sued, 'Mr. Menten fled to Uster, p ‘Swiss
villaga near Zurich, He was. tracﬁed down
~ by journalists goaded by a Dutch Jew,
‘Hans Knoop, an editor who began investi-
gs.tlng Mr, Menten's past’ after he ‘read

?’fl

[+ The narrative Mr.

the ourrent, grrest. arden Mi¢

I T

*151‘3511 Tracks ,.Down“ Atcciiged Murderef ‘*of His Parents

sy

4

¢
N

um'_'

u.ahether ‘tq sxl:'aJ te- Mr. "Mentan. who

Has- atfempted ; suitilde » slnce’ his arrest,
Kanaan relates baf

in: th . 19}0's ‘with g group of rich Polish

Jaw pmv.lnc;gls ljving in Lvov, Galicia.

Thq ‘trail;of'the narrative led in 1944

Emargell m:lfar offlcl? wh::e a frhaegé

rlul"' Yor from- LYoV rec

¢ journalist.-The rest of the ltomcon-

R

n enten ugtice,

sg F 2 E’Kanaa - Mr. Menten

ni‘ghe tu' 19§0 z%‘b‘:th. cam; to. Lvoy|,

early ‘s, oung Dutch cou.

& fit!gd' inf e”th lr%:’! sh rlnerl::hant

n ] s, the unts,

tholr s ﬁ&}aﬁd heécursiom lﬁ:v}n‘ then.
ane

~f hpn tl?lggsf soblﬁlh. @stneq aud.$

Evgntually., Mr Mentm becam ln-
vo]ved in lumber dealings with Issac Pis-
lnar.nl\{r. K;naanq uncle and’ ‘the, head

ly, ! -
‘ot'the large family,‘A business ‘disagree: flooded me—Pleter Menten, the blond, |:

ment ‘between them,ithe joumqllst, said

“Iled.to & feud that:resulted- in lyears. of:
5 Through it all, yM( f](a- ing

.court wrangling.

m said, Mr. Menlen remamed on cor-
dial  terms  with Kanaan s father,
David ;- Krumholz. |, (Belore isettling in
Palestine in 1935, Mr, Kanaan,lmd ‘borne
the name Lteher qum}m A

- n 1935, w Eﬂw[ ed*"from I.vov

!orever ‘Ménten -was oqe of ‘the friem!s he
" r .

to whom I went: ‘goodb
Kanaan . said.. “Whemsl arrl?ed n Pales-

lﬂclo written by Mr Kanum {,six
mon ago.:
Swiss | authoritles are consldering

tme ono of my 'ﬁgstigreeupg cards via;z to

';‘he ypung“jourf&l{st (Q:ging sf pew '

life, maintained contuct wilh his parcn_ts
until Poland was divided in 1939, Lvoy
n|going to the Russians. In. 1941 (he Ger-
mans captured it, “Since that day there
hag been no spljlc v;ord trom my fqmuy."
Mr. Kanaan sai

. One day. in 1944 as hs walted in .a
shabhy “Tel ‘Ayly’ welfare " office 'for an
;erolntment ‘and stared at the faces of

ugees, a grarha!red man, Jacob Loe-

bel, st‘ared at and said, “Are you
from Lvov?™": e =4wru i
..o 0 said yes:',. .y. Fi, tremblin todny o
Mr. Kanaan said as he recalled the scene.
“He emhracad me and wept bmerly

‘l‘

i ,-“‘ /I saw everything,' he sald. I' asked
e [ ahout my , family and no’one; he said,
“f'was’ aliveLaII of them " exterminated.
‘You' know who killed them,' he said.
‘Pieter Menten.’ 'l‘his was somethmg I
couldn’t bear,;, i *

21 sat down and memorlea of childhood

iall‘man .and me going huntmg and fish-
.'He was for me the first foreigner
of the civilized ‘bright world—the West—
in that godforsaken place." " . -

Mr, Kanaan said that. Mr. Loebel, who
has since died, recounted that members
of the Krumholz-l’lsuner families .were
shot on the orders of Mr. - Meman. who
said’ wore a. Nazi offjce

obsessed - with - fi.ndlnﬁ
whom - he -Hdd . the- busipess -fallipg-out
He never did, Mr. Plstingr died-of typhold
while living under an assumed name, "' .t

i m,g iy 'Aﬂoodo!h‘lomorles L , )

r's ‘uniform.
Mr. Kanaan, said 'that Mr, Menten: 'was |,
the :Pistiner with |:

,J

““Menten was conductlng ‘a snmptlch,
vendetta,” he said: After the war; Dutch ™
authorities tried Mr. Menten on:. two
charges—-—collabaratmg with the Germans
in Poland and stealing the;}aﬂ.‘ co\lect.lon
and, furniture of a Lvov iprofejsqr, {He 1
was glven ‘an eight-month. sentence, ,
which he ha:l sefved. durlnx his’ .pretrhi i
imprisonment, ..

The rac:rd of Mr. Menten s trfa{\ ind (
clippings about it vanished into dusty‘ag-
chives, Then in June.an.article appee.red
in the Dutch.press on Mf, Mentep, it‘]
extolled his humanitarignism, hla .lot:o of :;
art, his taste for the: good-lifa 4

" Dr. Henrietta Boas, a coﬂespondent for ¥

‘Haaretz in the Netherlaads. malled the

clipping to Mr. Kanaan, .Jt was more'{har . ;r
he could bear, He wrofg..an; article o
Haaretz on “The Two Faceq of - Plejer -
Menten,” listing the growing number|of, ;,
accusations ‘of murder and geno«;lqe ]n
Galician villages,

.-His article was read in t}ig Netherls ds r
by Hans Knoop, editor of’ LhF weekly, '

‘vent. The two spent.hours .on-the te e-

phone,” and many :Dutch: pthmtlons e
came interested. TS T

The case grew. New wjtpogses hegp.n,
to appear. Graves were, exhumed, There
was a public -clamor for an officlal inves- -
tigation. 'Dutch. policemén::, lntervlpwad
urvlvors In Israel and In New York. -

““Menten denied there was:anyone such 4
as this Kanaan," Mr., Kanaan said. Hos
paused for a'long time so that his voice
as measured and.even and said, "There,
s Kanaan and he wants justice.’ "

—
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camp in

the Second World War. -~
Loyen volunteered to join. the

.

1841

[l .

"from - the Warsaw Ghetto,” i~ *. b E

R

B
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' . documents from Israel containing -

Menten in 1950, but these had been

peglected by Mr Jan van Maarse-

AT
,.m,m_.__

.mu

-then Justice Mimister,

veen, the
* and they had also been neglected -




DUTCH WAR CRIMINALS STILL

A

LARGE /%
-AMSTERDAM, Dec. 6 (JTA)--Some 20 Dutch
- nationals who have committed major war crimes,

which will never become superannuated under
the statute of limitations, are still at large with=-
out ever having been tried, a spokesman of The

- -Netherlands Ministry of Justice has stated. The
matter has become topical again in connection
with the escape of the multimillionaire Peter
Menten and with the trial in Roermond of Lam=

bertus Loyen, who was discovered by chance,
thanks to information from the Hamburg
authorities,

Another 208 Dutch nationals have been'tried
for major war crimes in abhsentia but have nev=
er been found during the past 30 years. Some -
17,000 Dutch nationals served with the German
SS during World War Il mainly in Eastern Eur- "

ope, though the majority of them may not have
committed war crimes in the technical mean-
ing of the term.
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ISRAEL SEEKING TO EXTRADITE . B e w0 U
& N : “TWO DUTCH WAR CRIMINALS \/ s e A

JERUSALEM, Dec. 15 (JTA)--Two Dutch war Cetier S § o

criminals linked to the murders of Jews and e CRNE ol o

others during World War II could possibly stand Fom U T P

; _ trial in Israel, The Foreign Ministry announced w2 2" G _
- N yesterday that it will seek the extradition of = ¥R R s
’ 8- Lambertus Johannes Loyen, 58, who received a o A S
life sentence in Roermond, Holland yesterday for - ST -4 T
murdering over 100 Jews while serving as an SS o e
guard at the Bobruisk forced labor camp in
Poland in 1942-43,

MK Hillel Seidel, meanwhile, has asked For-
eign Minister Yigal Allon to join Holland in de=-
manding the extradition of Pieter Menten, 78, a
suspected war criminal who fled Holland last
month to avoid arrest and was apprehended near
Zurich, Switzerland a week ago, -

Much of the evidence against both men was
provided by Israeli survivors who were eye-wit-
nesses to their crimes, Menten, a multi-mil-
lionaire art dedler, was exposed by a Dutch-
Jewish journalist, Hans Knoop, on the basis of in~
formation obtained from Israeli sources, He is

" suspected of complicity in the murders of severali
thousand Jews and Poles while an officer in a
Nazi SS unit at Lemberg, Galicia in 1941,

The Swiss government has not yet decided
whether to comply with Holland’s extradition re-
quest for Menten, The Cabinet is expected to
take up the matter Friday. Menten has engaged -
a lawyer and his wife has appeared on Dutch tele-
vision from Zurich claiming his innocence, In a
letter to the Dutch Minister of Justice, copies of
which were distributed to the press, Menten al-
leged that the victims buried in mass graves at
Lemberg were killed by Russians and Ukrainians,
not by the Germans, He also claimed to have
sworn evidence that he was elsewhere when the
mass murders occurred, %

~ Mrs, Menten said she and her husband fled = ..
their country home in Holland Nov. 14 because he
feared extradition to Poland or the Soviet Union,
His lawyer has appealed ta the Swiss authorities
not to return Menten to Holland on grounds that he|
would not receive a fair trial there, A Dutch
magistrate, meanwhile, has ordered the seizure
of a large number of paintings in Menten’s pos-
session which he allegedly looted from Jewish and
non-Jewish -owners in Poland during World War
. II. Menten had planned to auction the paintings.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 18, 1977
to Marc Tanenbaum
from David Geller
subject 'rrj_-fa"

I learned today that the WCC called Joel Ollander of NCRAC
and told him that the Trifa situation will be considered by

their Board some time in Ha_rch.

DG:ah

cc: Morris Fine

WINPURJOLWIDLL



January 19, 1977

PERSONAL

I hope this letter finds you and your dear ones in good
health. I am writing to you about a critical matter: the member~
ship of Bishop Valerian Trifa on the Governing Board of the
National Council of Churches. Bishop Trifa's continued presence on
the Governing Board has stirred very deep emotions and feelings
within the Jewish community, and this issue continues to undermine
seriously the moral credibility of the KCC.

_ As you know, the issue of Bishop Trifa has lomg been with
us, but it surfaced in a dramatic and significant way at the
October, 1976, NCC Goverming Board meeting in New York City. As
the enclosed AJC statement indicates, we consider the Trifa case
to be of central importance for gll of us who are comi.tt.ed to the
principles of morality and justice, :

Although some significant NCC meetings have been held on
the matter since October, Bishop Trifa still remains on the Governe
ing Board, and with the passage of time there is the distinct dan~
ger that the issue may become muted as other pressing concerns oce
cupy NCC's attention. This must not happen. The American Jewish
Conmittee considers it a moral affront and an insult that Trifais
able to maintain his Governing Board membership, and thus gain
credibility and implied sanction that he can get nowhere else.

The enclosed Decéﬁher. 1973 New York Times article documents
that Trifa is an acknowledged anti-Semite and that he subscribed to
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the Nazi principles and practices of Adolf Hitler. Since October
new primary documentation has been made available to us from
Rumanian witnesses and that material is being enclosed with this
letter for your attention. These documents were published between
the years 1938 and 1941 in Bucharest and they clearly prove that
Trifa was the author of obscene, vicious and provocative public
statements about Jews and Judaism. It is important to note that
as early as 1938, a year before World War II began and before the
Germans occupied Rumania, Trifa was the acknowledged leader of

the Rumanian Nazi Iron Guard and was already issuing inflammatory
tirades in his name against ''the kikes...the sons of Judas...ine
ternational Masons...and Judaic slavery.," By 1941 he had published
the "Trifa Manifesto" which is a violent attack on both "the kikes
and Greeks.'" In the same year he wrote "A Constructive Spirit"
which is a sickening apology for the vile Nazi theory of '"racial
purity." Trifa was the major architect of the Iron Guard anti-
Semitic program that led to thousands of deaths and human destruc-
tion. .

In 1938 Trifa was 24 years old, no mere youth, and as in-
dicated above, his country was not under German octcupation. - No one
was '"putting a gun to his head," nor was he merely following orders.
His activity culminated in late January, 1941, when 16,000 Jews and
Christians were murdered in Bucharest following Trifa's anti-
Semitic speech in University Square.

It is incredible that the National Council of Churches can
permit an avowed anti-Semite who was deeply involved in murderous
pogroms to remain on its Governing Board. His very presence is a
blight, a stain on the NCC's honor and integrity. The new documen-
tation makes it abundantly clear that we are dealing with an anti-
Semitic racist.

I would hope that you and other like-minded Christian
leaders would bring this material and your own concern to the ap-
propriate officials of the National Council of Churches, urging
them to take the necessary prompt action to bring about Trifa's
removal from the Governing Board. I wonder whether the February
4th NCC meeting would not be the occasion for initiating such
action.

It would also be important if you or your Church organiza-
tion made your views known to the general public. Such forthright
moral statements would guarantee that the proper attention is :
focussed on Trifa's Nazi past and his continuing membership on one o s
of the Christian community's most prestigious policy-making bodies.
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Too much time has already passed. 1 appréciate your .con=-
cern in this matter, and I would welcome your comuents and any
actions that you may take. :

With wam regards, I am, -

Cordially yours,

Rabbi A. James Rudin
Assistant Director
Interreligious Affairs

AJR:FM
Encls.

cc: Rabbi Marc H.’Tgnenbaum

77-700<4
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o Lfy BY RICHARD DALRYMPLE (/IS
L ! Herald-Examiner Religion Editer

A drive is gaining momentium to have the Rt. Rev.
. Valerian D. Trifa, bishop of the Romanian Orthodox'.

Episcopate Church of America. deported from this country. -

The man leading tte effort, Dr. Charles H. Kremer,.
president of the Romaman Jewisti Federation of America :
Inc., was here last week, claiming Bishop Trifa was a
member of the Romanian Iron Guard (equivalent to the:
Nazi SS organization) during* World War 1I was responsible
for killing Jews and Christians before the Communist:
takeover of Romaria and is in this country illegally.

Bishop Trifa denies these charges but the- stir has
produced an investigation by U.S. Immigration authorities.
At the time of the bishop’s entry into the United States in 1950

* it was illegal to be a member of such groups, and the court
will decide if the Rev. Trifa had been allowed citizenship by
supplying false information. Pre-trial depositions will be
taken Tuesday in federal court in Detroit.

Apparently the majority of the Orthocox membership in
the US. is behind Bishop Trifa. *‘He denies being an Iron
Quard:st and we support him." says Mrs. Virginia Martin,
vice-chairperson of the Orthodox Brotherhood. “We have
faith in him, trust him. and are confident that truth will win

.& out against all this slander.” i :

She says that in 1952 the Romanian Communist-govern-
ment sent a bishop to take over the Orthodox Episcopate
} here. The United States membership fought the issue; seeking
to retain tne Rev. Trifa. “The other bishop then went to Dr.
Kremer, looking for his help.” This is when Kremer took an

'59 active role against Trifa, she says. b e

14 Dr. Kremer, however, maintains he is certain of his
accusations and has gained support from the influential
L. American. Jewish Committee. In a joint statement issued
e recently by the Committee's Interreligious Affairs Depart-
&t ment, Rabbis Marc H. Tanenbaum and A. James Rudin
al called for removal of Bishop Trifa from the National Councul
of Churches in which he is a member of its governing board.
ts The rabbis charged the Rev. Trifa as being an “‘acknowl-.
e- edged anti-Semite"" who *‘caused the murder of thousands of"
n Christians and Jews™ during World War LI
vn are attempting to cement ties with,”” says Clare Lake,
ds spokesperson for the Committee's Los Angeles chapter.
to There are those, however, who believe there is mare
behind the move to eject Bishop Trifa than mere anti-Semitic
1e attitudes. Also, it isn't the first time a Free World Romanian
w 'bishop has been hit with similar charges and found innocent.
i “I am inclined to believe the Communists have
ars prompted the situation 1o get Trifa removed,” says:the
ral Rev.Peter Popovici, a Romanian Baptist pastor here. “I
. _ I

B | - s i . L =¥ 5 . g

" Jewish Movement Builds to -
Deport Romanian Bishop -

“We do not want an anti Semite in an organization we |

e

kiow ‘he Romian government attempted to replace him

" with their pupp# bishop and failed. I lived under communism

for 20 years ard I know their methods."” ) ;
* But, remakred Kremer, “‘everything is always blamed on

the Communists.” .
. Yet, the Rev. Richard Wurmbrand, who heads a min-

istry in Glencale known as *‘Jesus to the Communist World.”
says he follcwed Trifa’s actions closely while both of them:
“lived in Romania. The Rev. Wurmbrand -spent more than 14
years in Conmunist and Nazi-controlled-.prisons. Trifa, too;
was placed :n Buchenwald and still carries the concentration
‘camp tattoe number. .
.. *Whes I was in prison I suffered under the Iron Gruad
and spoke with a number of others who did also,” he says
Wurmbrand. *“Trifa was president of the Roumanian Students
Union which was an anti-semitic orgarization. And he drafted
a manifesto which resulted in much persecution of Jews. But
T don’t know if he was ever a member of the Iron Guard. At
the time [ never heard that he was.” )
-+ pr. Kremer presented a document in which he stated
that Bishop Trifa is-accused of “‘killing Jews and hanging
them on hooks, butcher-style” and did so “‘without ever being
a priest™ . _ g

The Rev. Wurmbrand. a converted Lutheran of Jewish
heritage, disagrees with this, saying Trifa was an ordained
minister. also, that he would have heard of it if Trifa had
killed anyone.- - . .

“He may have been indirectly responsible for mobs
killing Jews,'" he says. *‘But not once did I hear of him ever
killing anyone, or him ever being present when someone was
killed. R

-~ ‘““No doubt Dr. Kremer’s intentions are good,”” added the
Rev. Wurmbrand, *‘but he may be doing harm intheend.” He
says Bishop Trifa today is conservative in his approach and
that he refused to be the mouthpiece for the Romanian
Communist Party.

“The Communists would like it very much to see him
out. ‘He is outspoken aginst their government,” says the
Lutheran minister. )

*And perhaps he was anti-Semitic. This is not a crime,
There wouldn't be enough room in American prisons for all
those here who are anti-Semitic.”

. So the Rev. Wurmbrand questions why Bishop Trifa is :
being singled out. *‘Why not deport Brezhnev when he comes
to this country to visit.. He is the Jew killer.” )

-

e T MU O |

e . =% — ————

E‘A‘\-‘-i"r" — o el wah .



Penns Ivama
counci
of churches

800 South. Arlington Ave./Room 103/Harrisburg, Pa. 17109 » 717/545-4761

The Reverend Horace 5. Sills/President
The Reverend Albert E. Myers/Executive Director

January 24, 1977

Rabbi A. James Rudin
Assistant Director

" Interreligious Affairs
The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street
New York, New York 10022

PERSONAL
Dear Jim:

Thank you for your form letter dated January 19, 1977 concerning the
membership of Bishop Valerian Trifa on the Governing Board of the National
Council of Churches.

Please permit me to share my thoughts on a very personal basis. What
I have to say does not represent either the Pennsylvania Council of Churches,
which I serve as Executive Director, or the Lutheran Church in America, which
- 1 serve as a member of its delegation to the Governing Board.

The allegations brought against Bishop Trifa are indeed serious. They
deserve swift and appropriate adjudication. Hopefully this adjudication will
occur within his communion, and within the federal judicial system.

One of those aspects of American society which I wvalue most is due process
and the assumption that a person is innocent until he or she is proven guilty.
.My ancestors suffered much cruelty in quite different societies, being burned
at the stake on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. They were persecuted, driven
from their homes, ridiculed and oppressed in many other socities before finding
freedom and dignity in America. '

As disturbing as the allegations are, and as morally reprehensible as
his alleged actions appear to be, my personal position must be that Bishop
Trifa be assumed to be innocent until proven guilty. Trial by press, whether
in the public media or that of a religious or private organ1zat1on has not
always assured justice in the past.

There is also the question concerning his possible repentance. Repre-
sentatives of his faith group have stated to me that Bishop Trifa is repentant
‘concerning his anti-Semitic words and deeds as a young man in Romania.
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From the standpoint of the Governing Board of the National Council of
Churches, I have an additional concern. It does not seem appropriate to me
that the Governing Board should be the judge as to who is qualified to re-
present member communions in it. On the other hand, I believe that, following
proper adjudication of charges, the Governing Board can speak to member
communions concerning members of their delegations. However, the decision
must continue to rest with the member communion (otherwise, what seems to you
and others to be an "open and shut” case can establish a precedent under which
all klnds of "witch hunts" coald occur).

_ In summary, I want you to know of my deep concern, my sorrow over and
opposition to the alleged deeds and words of Bishop Trifa in Romania in the

-~ 1940s, my affirmation of the presumption of innocence until proper adjudication

establishes guilt, and my studied conclusion that the Governing Board of the

National Council of Churches ought not usurp the prerogatlve of member communions

in establishing who may or may not represent them. - :

(For your information; the lettgr attached to yours dated "Christmas Heek,
1976," and addressed to "Dear Fellow-Christians," is incomplete as forwarded
to me. It concludes with page 3, and there is no signature).

Jinm, be assured of my COncerﬁ, my regard for you, and my joy at our con—'.
tinuing partnership. I appreciate your 1etter and thlS opportunity to share
my personal position with you.

" Cordially yours,
Albert E. Myers

AEM:n . B
cc: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum/

Dr. Robert J. Marshall, Lutheran
.Church in America



ST&TEMENT ON ROUMANIAN OFFICIAL'S VISIT TO RT;.REV.-VALERIAN D. TRIFA

An 4na1ysls to help understand vhat is behind the visit of
R. S. Roumania's representatives in the USA to Rt. Rev. Valerian
D. Trifa, former Commandant of the Iron Guard of Roumanla and now
a leader of the International Iron Guard. ;

Terrorist organizationé.'such.as the Iron Guard of Roumania. dn
not give direct orders to kill and do not create rebellions. They

- only.create situations, through their hierarchy, which when nronerly

interpreted by the rank and file. lead to the virtual executinn of
1ntended orders. -

May I cite these examples: The unusual visit of Mr. Nicolae M,
Nicolae. R.S, Roumania's Ambassador and his wife. his nersonal
secretary, Mr. Capatana and his wife. his New Ynrk busimess cnntact,
Mr. Napoleon Fodor and his wife and the head nf the New York THurist
Office. Mr. Raescu., was a sign for the Iron Guardists tn assure them
that officlally the Roumanian government right here in the USA will.
not only give them prestige but actually sunport and heln if necessary.
Just as Libya is for the terrorists. Roumania nrovides assurance to ‘

the Iron Guard.

Trifa-and his Iron Guardists can exnect heln and heln from
Roumania. This gives prestige to the Iron Guard whose leader in the
USA is Rt. Rev. Valerian D. Trifa. He was an Tron Guardist leader in
Rcumania in 1941 and is today the very same leader. nrobably greater

in scope and power.

We believe that an important stage was set with this visit to
Trifa's estate. This was decided to create confusion and has a
definite connection with the visit of Breznev with Ceausescu in
Bucarest on Nov. 29, 1976. On this occassion they met to sign the
Warsaw Agreement, rhrough which Roumania became the leading Pactonr
in the Warsaw Pact. In this ract., the satelite Communist countries
are represented by their chiefs of state. prime ministers and ministers
of war and foreign affairs. Credit for the success of this strategy
was claimed by President Nicolae Ceausescu, who is no friend of American

Democracy.

In .order to distract our attention and cover up such a hostile act-=-
since the Warsaw Pact is de31gned tn counteract our NATO Pact--Ceausescu
needed a divession. This is how we interpret the decision tn order
their ROUﬁanlaﬁ*Ambassador to visit an alleged Uorld War II war cerLﬁa1

~Rt. Rev. Bishop Valerlan D. Trifa.

The next step was up to Trifa. He had tn publicize the,visit
In order to act, any terrorist organization must instruct its members.
for revolutionary, or terrorist. actinon. For this it relies on

publicizing their information in their bulletin. Bxshow Tr*fa did tth



governing board of the National Conference of Churches of Christ.
Trifa even broke bread with governors, senators and then Vice-President

Humphrey.

This alleged criminal has invited Roumanian ambassador Nicolae
M. Nicolae with his staff to visit him not to get his blessings but
to exchange favors. This visit. besides being a signal for terrorist
build-ups, is intended to create a better image for Trifa at the triza’
and in return Trifa will not talk against the national Communist
Roumanian regime and ask his parishioners and members of the Roumanian
ethnic communities to support a Most Favored Nation trade nact with
Roumania. Why Roumania, in obtaining the benefits of the MFN trade act,
does not allow free emmigration of Jews and gentiles. as per the '
Vanick and Jackson amendment to the trade act, is a puzzle.

We have good reason to believe that the Jews. by not getting exi:
visas, are treated as hostages. lose their jobs and are forced tn
be supnorted by their friends. relatives, or through the Joint Distribu-
tion Committee. We appeal to you to take into consideration the
2bove declarations and charges. I know they are serious, but we know
them better, because we are interested in exnosing them. There are
no ears that listen in Washington. We also ask President-elect Carter
to refuse to invite both Rt. Rev. Bishop Valerian D. Trifa and R.S. -
Roumanian Ambassador, Honorable Nicolae M. Nicolae. to his inauguratioaa, -
because we are faced with a well-organized groun who could muster R0 :
persons to phone in Detroit channel 7 for one hour, threatening the
newscaster and the producer with death and to bomb the station after.
my interview. I have exposed Trifa since 1952. This is the first
time that such a thing happenned and can only be explained by the
situation created through the N, M, Nicolae-Trifa honeymosn that
.ignited the spark to action on the part of the Iron Guardists..

We reccommend that Honorable Nicolae M. Nicolae, Roumania's '
ambassador to the USA, should return his credentials because through =iz
" open association with a terrorist grouo like the Iron Guard--the ' -

SS of Roumania--he endangers American life and property. -

We have a precedent in this regard. Our good President Franklin
D. Roosevelt at his ipnaugural in 1938 refused to invite Roumanian
Amrbassador A. Davila, because at that time Roumania had a nationalistic
" anti-Semitic government under Cuza and Goga regime. We ask President-
elect Carter to do the same thing with Nicolae and Trifa. 'We Jews -
and the whole of humanity will be most grateful,. : -

In conclusion, we wish to state: Awake,America. while there is
still time to save our country! ' :

Dr. Charles H. Kremer
President vy
Rnumanian Jewish Federatinn
of America, Inc,.
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DETFCIT, FE¥s 16 (UPI) =~ ARCMEISHCP VELERIAM TRIFA, ACCUSED OF
T C=NaZlT ACTIVITIES DURINE WOFLL ¥AR TI, SAID WEDNMESDAY HE IS A VICTIM
OF £ IhCwIND THEMD TC ”INUtNT" VAR CﬂIWINﬁLu :

THL €2=YLAK-CLD RCMANIAN CRTHRCLCK PRELATLZ S£ID SO=CALLED "MeZIT : i
URTERE" “AVE CRCFESTRATED A PUBLICITY CAMPAICM THAT HAS MADE HIM A
SYMDCL Iv k FARSARICATED ZONTROVERSY.

“T LOW'T ZVeEn KNOW WRY THIS (CaSE) IS AN ISSUE,”™ TRIFA SaL2 IN 2
TELEFHONRE [HTERVIZN FROY HIS RECTORY AT GRATS Levg, ¥ICH, "N
“ATTEN HC¥ YEU TZLL IT, PECPLE STILL OOM°'T ZELIEVE ¥E, I AN
DATUFELLY FEDNSTRATED =Y THIS COMDITICGN.T

TIFg HAD PEEN MAMEL AL £ PARTICIPANT IN IFCE fUAFD ACTIVITIES IN
HIS MATIVL 2Cranlke IY THE ERELY 1S40S5, THE SRCUP WAS FPESPAVEIFLE
FOR THE PLUSECUTICN anl #iwLIR CF TRCUSENLC aF JEWS AMND Maceng

TrC ﬁl“iff"4GP SOULD FACE PEPCLIZTICN IF ME LNSES A FELE?#L COURT
CRITLY THAT STIMMLED Fiew 1S CENIAL GF IRQ! SURAL NENDETSVHIR v
SATHREALIZATION FCEMS WHEIN He ECAME 2 W,2, CITIZREM INM 195&, oT THAT
iIre, FOIMEE TRON GUARD HF“D:hﬁ WEWE PAFFED FROM CITIZENEH]2,

Trirhy w40 SARRLY S3ANTS TNTEEVIEWSG, SAILD HIS BCCUSERS UERE
thICTIND Pr’ 1rTIE f”]l(\‘ CUT OF RCRPCRTICON,

"1 WAS SRVER ACTIVL 1IN SuCY THINGE [4 7C¥AaxIa,™ vt feolf, "I/ 2ID
WTEFOLT THI COVESS=EMNT, TEAT IS QLVIcUs, BUT 1 un“'T wroy h’” 1
FrCavy ¢ “Y*ﬂ(L wITH pi JCLUTELY N0 FACTS TC€ FUPPORT TRE ﬁLLELﬁT;’h“ i

"-'uT CISERS FE I lHQT AFTEY 25 Yboxs In TRIS CounThY, THINGS
(EE TR P THAT LIU NOT RaPPFY. MAYLE THEY 2Pk JUST ThYI:
T I:V“.T ‘C‘ “1ND GF wﬁﬁ 'I“I”‘LS. [ CANNET "Idi YCU AN ANSWEER,™

TETFA SA4I0 RIS PHGALZNMT HAVE SEEN COFMFOUNDED PY MEwSPRAPELE REIPQRTSE
SOTEZRING O ALLECATIONS ?QTHLP T*nN DENTALE, ”‘ TPID THE CrEE MAZ
oral mUPONTaL “LEIXKL Ik 1LRFQUY CLUIETY. S

FE hoosh SAIN L IS FECORING THCHIASIMNGLY FRUSTRATED Y THE

l"‘.

LTEFFEARRCS THL CONTRIVESSY MAS CAUSLE WITH MI< Wnky AS YEIAD OF THE \
CHUBCE®'S ECFRIZCTPATE IN 3FACS LAKE, A SHALL TOwN IN SoUTH CEMTRAL '
WICHIS 2,

"LV THYIN® T CONTINUL MY %NCRMAL %ORX DUTSTT'S CIFFICULT TO KEEP
COING WHEN YO MavE TC XZEP ULEFEMDING YO"}%EFLr " i
TRIFA WCULo NOT DISOUSS CUETAILS OF MIE DEFEMEE STRATEGY CF -
AEVEGL WHAT a5 LISCUSSED I A MEFTING WITH FRDERAL ATTORNEYS LAST :
PONTH, _ |
{& 0GAVE THL FIRST DLPOSITICN IV TUE CASE, SUT ATTOARNEYS SAID
STATEVENTS FRUN 8T LLAST 30 CTHER ﬁ'T\aa#~F ARE NEELED FEFOFE THE
Cest CAN 30 TO TrlaL, PLEOSALY MUY BEFCRL SUMNER.

~30=/FK
g
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

PARIS OFFICE: 30. Rue La Boetie, Paris 8, France * Elysees 69-11, 83-63 + Cable: Wishcom, Paris

Abraham Karlikow, European Direct
FE.BJ.?'{Q?}' m Karlikow, European Director

/, February 14, 1977.

Memorandum fgzl

To: Marc Tanenbaumn
From: Abraham Karlikow

Subj: Archbishop Vaerian Trifa

Strictly confidential

On my way back from Israel J.met with Rabbi Rosen outside of
Bucharest and among otherd fdiscussed the Trifa affair. The
news of the action of the dropping of Trifa from the Governing
Board of the National Council of Churches already was. known to
him -- and to U.S. ambassador to Romania Mr. Harry Barnes Jr.
with whom I also- discussed this matter -- and he was quite
happy about it. :

At the $ame time“Rabbi Rosen persists in believing that the
Romanian government has Hr reasons of its own decided not to
press in the Trifa case, a far cry,as you know, from what its
position used to be. He feels it would be most useful in
this matter is the AJC should wrlte him an approprlate letter
which:

1) Would point to=the action taken by the Governlng Board
of the National Council of Churches.

2) Would express the conviction that the Romanian government
doubtless will be doing everythlng it can so that Trifa is
eventually brought to justice.

3) Express the hope that Rabbi Rosen himself would be able
to testify in the case now brought by the U.S. Department
of Justice and the Immigration and Naturalisation Service
to deport Trifa as an undesireable alien.

In my conversation with Ambassador Barnes I indicated the strong
interest there was by our organisation and generally in the U.S.
that Mr. Trifa be brought to justice. He informed me that just

a day before the Romanian government had forwarded to him docu-
mentation in response to the request of the INS, in connection
with its ongoing-.case; but that he had not yet seen this material
and so could not evaluate its effectiveness.

. . f ...
ELMER L. WINTER, President m m BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President
RICHARD MAASS, Chairman, Board uf Governors ® MAYNARD |. WISHNER, Chairman, National Executive Council ®= THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chalrman, Board of Trustees =
MORRIS 'H. BERGREEN, Treasurer = EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Secretary ® GERARD WEINSTOCK, Associate Treasurer = Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM,
LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN ® Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MRS, JACOB BLAUSTEIN, JACK A. GOLDFARB,
ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN, JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD m MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Council
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While I had indicated to him in most general terms some
perplexity as to whether the Romanian government was pushing
@swhard as it might, I, of course, made nosreference to the
feelings of Rabbi Rosen.

Obviously, should ¥ou agree to send a letter to Rabbi Rosen,
the fact that the suggestion originated withhim must not
become known. He will, of course, be telling the Romanian
guthorities that a major reason for my visit to him was to
express our interest in the -Trifa affair.

As you know, Rabbi Rosen will be in the U.S. at the end of
April in conneotlon with the meetlng of the Memorial Foundation
Board

I would suggest that it would be interesting to have him meet
with our leadership for discussions as how he views East European
Jewish problems at the present time, for whether one agrees w1th
his views a not they certainly merit consideration.

Shuster

. Gold

. Fine

. Geller

. -Bookbinder

cC
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Draft letter

Chief Rabbi Moshe Rosen
Bucharest, Romanig,e..
My Dear Rabbil Rosen,

The reports of last week's earthquake and the terrible loss of
1ife has been received by the American Jewish Committee with the
deepest feelings of sadness and regret. We want you to know that
you, the Jewlsh community, and the Romanian people have been

in our thoughts and prayers. Together with Christian groups in
this country, the Jewish community has cooperated in trving

to be of every possible assistance in bringing negessery

relief sid to those in distress. We sincerely hope that you

tdll be spared the recurrence of such trapgedy for a long tirme

£0 CcOme,

While I know that you are preoccupied with many pressing concerns
at this time, in light of recent events in this country regarding
Archbishop Trifa, I thought it would be useful to share with you
some inSormation and then to meke a request of you.

As you may know, the General Bosrd of the Nati-nal Council of
Churches, wh ichrepresents 31 Protestant and Fastern Orthodox
denominations, last month called on Archbishop Trifa to cease

to function as a gprepresentative of the Orthodox Chumch of
America on their bosrd. This followed four months of deliberations
by representatives of all the Christiesn bodies affilisted with

the National Council. From the conversations held by AJC's
representatives, Rabbis Marc H. Tanenbaum and James Rudin with
numercus Christian leaders, it is clear that a broad mordl concensus
exists that Archbishdép Trifa is a profound embaprassment to
Christian ¥x@# values and Thristian indtitutions, and they
have rep udidted every thing he represented as a mEmhmexafx
Commandant of the Roman Iron Guard. :

You will also be interested to kneow that in recent weeks there
has developed a significant risse in interest and sctivity on

the part of the U, S. Department of Justice, the State Department,
the U, S. Immigratidn and Naturali_,ation Service to try Trifa

and eventually to deport him as an undesireable alien, Last week
a bill was introddced into the U, S, Congress supported by nearly
75 Congressmen calling for the deportation of fofmer wer criminals
associated with Nazi crimes against Jews and humanity at large.
Also, there has been an e xtraordinary amount of attantion given
to the Trifa case in the context of brimg ing Nazi war criminals
to Bdrial in the newspapers throughout the cointry, as well as

on hetional television and radiol

In light of this deepening concern, the Zmerican Jewish Comritte-
sincerely trusts t hat the Romanian governrment will lend every
possible cooperation to American suthorities in providing necessary
documentation that will enable the American people to further

its cause of bringing Trifa to the Justéce he clearly d eserves.
Such cooperation will obviously result in & positive appreciatior
in this country, among Christians as well as Jews.

Ve ‘should &lso Iike to awmma== ' “h-k —aw wil] £ind 1t
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possible to testify in this case when you will next viisit the
United States. We knew that you were planning to come here

in April., Ve would appredtate your lesting us know where the
earthquake tragedy has resulted in any change in your plans,

Should you visit here as originally planned, the American
Jowish Committee would be honored if you would arrance to
meet with our lea dership to discuss a number of common
concerns.

With warmest good wishes to you, Mrs. Rosen, &nd to our
fellow-coreligionists, especially on the eve of the forthcoming

Pasgover Season, I am,

Respectfully yours,
Elmer Winter
President,

. bee: Abe Karlbkowa-
Zach Shuster



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date 17 February 1977
t0 Marc Tanenbaum

- from Mprris Fine

UWINPUBRJOUW L

subject archbishop Valerian Trifa

I have a copy of Abe Karlikow's memo to you of - the 14th on
Archbishop Trifa. His recommendation for a letter from you to Rosen
sounds very good, and if you write Rosen, 1'd appreciaté a copy.

I plan to write Rosen s'eparately asking for an opportunity for
some of us hére to meet with him when he's in the U.S. He generally
is very good about this, and Richie, Bert, David and I have met with
him, either in his hotel suite at the Essex House, where he usually
stays, or here in the office. 1I'll let you know if such a meeting

is arranged so you can join us. 2
N 9‘

MF/di

cc: Bert Gold
David Geller
Abe Karlikow



WTHZJUSTICEi

Independent organ for information of the Romanians in America

P.O. Box 54, Times Syuare Station, New York, NYU 100306, LS . .
- . 26 Octombrie 1976

“Stimate doﬂnLle ambasacor ,

Convins de bunele dvs. nten@ii privind stabillrea unor relatii
sincere Intre Poporul Rom@n $i cel American, Imi iau permisiunea sd
vd adresez prezcnta scrisoare :

Animat de aceleasi convingerl, dar mai ales incuraJat e anun -
tarea unei politici incependente i nationale a Guvernuluil Rom&niel .
am inceput cu citiva ani in urmd si pledez pentru utilitatea unor
legdturi mai strinse sl reciproc avantajoase intre Guvernele Romid -
niel sijceX"al USSR, Articolul in acust sens, ce l-am scris in
ziarul "America'", la data de 1 Octombrie 1973, ni-a atras numeroase
injurii si calomnii din partea unor extremisti fanatici sl r8u in -
tenyionatl, susfinuti si impinsi 1a aceastd atitudine ce cdtre men-

-torul lor, Episcopul Valerian D, ‘Trifa, ce se intituleazid *“Episco -
‘pul Bisericilor Romfnilor liberl", un denigrator al intereselor na-
tionale ale Rom@nieli. ' :

Nu cred c¥ este nevole s¥ redau activitatea si incercirile dis-
perate ale acestul grup, de a convinge publicul gi o;icialltatile
U.S.A. Tmpotriva Tmbun¥tatirii relatiilor dintre R.S.Romfnia si
U.S.A., sau acuzayiile lor privind duplicitatea intentiilor guver-
nulul dvs,. Sunt convins cid dvs, cuncastefi toate acestea.

Intr-o asemenes situatie, orice legdtura a Ambasadel R.S.Romi-
nia, sau a subalternilor ei, cu acest grup extremist creiazid o ma-
re confuzie §i: 1IndoialX iIn conﬁtiinga Roma&nilor stabiliti 2n U.s,.
b - Vizita pe care dvs. atl ficut-o Eplscopuluil Valerian Trife
in cursul lunilor August sau Septembrie 1976, urmati de acuzatiile
grave Impctriva dvs., in fata Congresulul U.S.A., de citre preotul
Florian Ii. G&ld#u, colaboratorul §i prietentul apropiat al Episco-
pului Velerlan Trifa, miresc si mei mult confuzia si neincrederea
tuturora. :

De ce dvs.,nu ati vizitaf $1 pe Episcopul Viectorin, reprezen -
tantul de cdrept $i cde fapt al Bissricilor Rom2nestl din America ?

Eu apreciez rmult dorinfa dvs., de bunX Intelegere cu toti Roma-
nii dio afara granlyelor, cdar Episcopul Valerian Trifs este acum
in curs de judecatid si In conflict cu ordinea noestra Americani,
pentru 1ipsy de "bun caracter moral'. Deasemenea el este tinta
unei as*dLe campanii de pres# pentru crimele sale trecute ;1 oe
care dvs. le cunoagtetl destul de bine.

Este pirerea mea personal#, c# 4n acemenca conditii, legHituri-
le dvs. strinse cu acest grup, nu vor fi interpretate favorabil

-/ -
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nici de media si nicil de autoritltile U.S.A.. Mai ales ci# grupul
extremist al Episcopului Valerian Trifa intrebuinteazd sutoritatea
morald 'a unor asemenea intrevederi pentru a santaja si teroriza
comunitatea noastri. _

Desi nu sunt autorizat, {in totusi s¥ vA informez c# opinia
majoritdtili Americanilor de originX roméneasc® este aceasta, iar
eu personal cred ca dac# dvs. veti continua asemenea legituri,
aceasta majoritate nu va sprijini intidrirea legiturilor pe care
noli o dorin. -

Americanii cinstifi gi cei mul{i, doresc si vadd Rominia cit
mai apropiati politicel de llbertdfi democratice sl prosperitate
econoriici, propagatd de Guvernul U.S.A., dar el sunt ingrijorati
de acest fel de legdturi. Mai ales cind ele sunt confirmate de
graba cu care autoritdtile romdnesti rezolva cererile de reintre-
girea familiilor sau vizita rudeldr, venite din vartea organiza-
t{iilor Episcopului Valerian TIrifa, preotuvl Célddu, etc., timp
ce cererilor dezinteresate si cinstite, venite din partea preotl-
lor Episcopiel Misionare Rom&ne, adevadrata reprezentanti a Biseri-
gilor Rdmﬁncgti.din America, nu 1i se acoréid nici un fel ce aten-
e. - _

Rog pe Excelenta.voastré s& nu-mi ia 3n nune de r#u aceastx
intervenfle. ©Ea este dedicat#d apdriril unei prietenil sincere

$i1 reciproc avantajoase Intre Poporul Rordn si cel American,
asupra cdreia nu trebule sd existe urme de Indoial¥ sau confuzis.

Al dumneavoastrd cu deosebitd stim¥ ,

Dean Milhbvan; Ediitor

Excelenfel Sale
| Dorimulul Ambasador Nicolae Hicolae
Ambasada_ R. S. Roménia
1607 23 Str., N.W.
Washington, D.C.200006
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" DETROIT, MICIHIGAN 48226

March 2, 1977

Dr. Charles H. Kremer
c/o/ S. Aldouby
210 west 10lst Street, Apt. 5F

New York, NY 10025

Re: USA vs. Valerian Trifa
Civil No. 5-70924

Dear Dr. Kremer:

Thank you for the courtesies extended and the assistance
provided by you during our trip to New York City last week.
We are sure you agree that our activities during our stay

were certainly of much beneflt in our preparation of the case

agalnst Bishop Trifa.

We are returning herewith the three books which you had
loaned to us. It was not possible to copy the books on our
Xerox machine, and we had to avail ourselves of the services
of another government agency in this regard, hence the delay
in returning the books to you. Also enclosed for your use
is a Xerox copy of each of the three books. While the books
were being copied it was discovered that pages 51 and 52 of
volume II of the government report were missing; these pages
were apparently torn out before you obtained possession of
the books.

Duriﬁg our meeting with Mr. Weisenthal you stated that
you could make copies of all the exhibits you had sent to
other agencies of the government and send them to us, as our

file seemed to be incomplete. We would appreciate receiving




Dr. Kremer
Page 2
March 2, 1977

these copies as soon as possible, together with any other
documents which you believe may be useful to us, and, of
course, the news of any other potential witnesses or persons
having knowledge relevant to Bishop Trifa's activities.

We appreciate your continuing assistance in this matter.
Very truly yours,

PHILIP VAN DAM
United States Attorney

——— #—7-_:‘
{’"’7@%
Frederick S. Van Tienm

Chief Assistant U.S. Attorney

DL LA

Thomas M. Woods
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Chief, Civil Division

TMW/gmb

Enclosures



“THE JUSTICE”

Independent organ for information of the Romanians in \merica

10, Box 54, Times Square Station, New York, NLYL TOOBH, VLS.

Mr. Michael Stern, Staff Director
2227 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D,C, 20510

Dear Mr. Stern :

Maybe we are wrong, but we suspect that mr. George Roman, Rev, Iancu
Mihai and mr, Dean Milhovan were deliberately eliminated to testify before the
Financial Committee of Senate, on Sep. 8, 1976, regarding Romanian Trade Act.
Since the Committee has approved this Act, we are not angry that our particci-
pation was refused.. What is annoying us, is the fact that we have been substi -
tuted with some interested and dishonest individuals, who are politically extre-.
mist oriented. Thereby, we are afraid that this replacement was made on the
basis of some false references about us, which were furnished to you.

Our support for the approval of Romanian Trade Act is openly and based
upon our strong opinion that better relations with Romania, shall mgre separate
it from'Russia and it will help the U.S,policy. We do not want to back up the
communist regime of Romania and in fact, we were those who opposel communis:
‘to be instituted there, in 1945 = 1949, Mr. George Roman and myself suffered
great pains and I was put in prison for my opposition.

On contrast, mr.Pamfil Riposeanu, who was permitted to partake at the
committee's debate, was that time the general secretary of the first communist
Council of Ministers, and he was engaged to marry its president's daughter,
dr.Petru Groza.

Rev. Florian Galdau was also a counselor at Cult Department and he fled
Romania, because he was caught stealing public money. hey both were :
among those who helped the communism to be established in Romania. = Some

eople suspect that Rev. Galdau helps the Russian interests in U, S,’A,” and in
act he is canonical tightened with Moscow Patriarchy., His much exaggerated
activity again@ét Ceausescu is clearly dedicated to keep Romania away from the
U.S."A,’, which is obviously the Russian interest with this €ountry. Thereof,
we think that is immoral to offer such characters opportunities, to take
advantage of our democratic system.

Against mr. Riposanu and Rev. Galdau, some very serious accusation have
been made during the June 6, 1975, hearings of the Financial Committee.
Do not you consider that it was inappropriate to reinvite such characters again,
before all these accusation were cleared up ? Moreover, when these accusa-
tions are so pertained with the case which the committee was called to decide ?
We have some more proofs now, that the alleged humanitarian assistance for
emmigrees, of Father Galdau, is in fact a truespersonal business.

The same is the matter with mr. Riposeanu's case, which is in fact a
fake heritage story. - H

Anther proof how these individuals have-attempted to cheat the Senate's
Committee, is mr. Nicholas Dima. On Rev,Galdau's list, submitted to the
Financial Committee on June 6, 1975, concerfiing "Names of persons whose
release is sought from R,'S, Romania', at no. 22, mr. Nicholas Dima claims

"approval for hls sister, mrs. Marieta Georgescu, to leave Romania. We have
some information that the Romanian authorities have granted such a permission,

but mrs. Marieta Georgescu never desired to leave Romania. e believe i
because her name doesn't appear more on the new list su mitte}g on g‘e;;r. 8”1’976.

. / .
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Mr. Nicholas Dima is known as very closed to the neo-hitlerist movement of
Bishop Valerian D, Trifa, and he shares a dishonest reputation.

We ask ourselves, why such a characters were preffered to cheat the
Senate Committee ? These events involve relations between states and they
will go in History. We don't want that our democratic prestzge to be polluted
by inaccurate practices,

Therefor, we have all the reasons to conclude that you were victimized
in sdting this list, by some untrue refferences. Please, disclose us these » ¢
refferences and help us to restore our moral integrjty. It is the purpose of.
our Congreses to promote and protect the rights of U,'S, citizens, and not to
hurt their reputation on behalf of some immoral individuals. Our goal was only
to help the Financial Committee to know the facts about Romania, as they are.
We are not committed to give up our moral integrity and our constztutxonal
rights, in front of some ignorant or dihonest characters.

We have on purpose delayed our request after election period, because
we did not intend to make a case from it.

Very sincerely yours,

b
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Jamary 25, 1977
STATEMEKT

My present statement is grounded in my Orthodox Romanisn Christian sense of duty, descended
from an ancient holy heritage, and in my civic obligation as an Americen citizen , And I have been
impelled to teke my present stamd precisely because of Bishop Valerian Trifa's activities against
the Holy Christian Orthodox Church, the Church to which I belong and which I respect to the point
of sacrificing myself for it, if mneed be ,

As will become clear, Trifa's " imposture " hides his vile behavior in the past, is a mask
for his criminel culpability, end culminates in the arrogance of his claim of innocence, He has
raised himself to the high position of " Bishop " without any respect for God, for Christians,
and for those who keep faith with Orthodox Christian law .

The most criminal and ferocious part of Trifa's career belongs to that period in which Hitler
reached the highest peak of his madness., Trifa was a very devoted disciple of Hitler and has provec
to be a very dangerous and effective Hitlerite extremist .

God has helped mankind, and Hitler lost his war, and his bloody dictatorship collapsed.As a
result, those who blindly followed Hitler have, in mani cases, lost their positions and their
power, Some of them have been put to trial and sentenced for their crimes. But there were also
meny who managed to disappear, as Trifa himself did. For over thirty years Trifa has succeeded in
disguising his real identity and hiding his responsibility for his murders and other crimes. This
success shows his very high ability to cheat everybody, a quality few people possess .

Of these thirty years of imposture, Trifa has spent some twemty-five years sheltered and pro=-
tected by the United States, Here he was not contemt to be merely an immigrant. Hypocritical and
ambitions for high position, Trifa decided to become a Bishop, a deed which has revolted everyone,
particularly Christians , because it constitutes a real sacrilege .

' HERE ARE THE FACTS WHICH SPEAK THEMSELVES 3

Trifa had scquired an Master Degree im Theology, and since he never paid attention to morality
Justice or law, he started to use his nasty methods to have a title . He saw that a high position -
in the Church would cover very well his criminal past and his political ambitions, which he never
abandoned.

For someone to become a Bishop , the canonical laws require that ordainmemt can only be made
by Christien prelates., Trifa, who is very skillful in fooling people and in managing his interests,
picked as his goal the biggest Romanian community in the United States and Canads, This commumity
was composed almost completely of poorly educated workers and farmers who at that time were in
need of a Bishop. The commmity's priests were also uninformed, and they did not knmow mach either
about Trifa or the moral requirements of a Bishop ,

A fast talker end very clever in dealing with people, Trifa has succeeded in cheating and
subdueing these honest but uneducated people, and in persuading them that he is the most worthy
prelate to be elected as a Bishop .

. In order to be ordained, Trifa used another trickery : he started to persuade some very old
prelates of his high dedication to God, and of his clean and honest life. NAIVE snd IGHORANT as
they were of Trifa's life, these old prelates were narcotized by Trifa's lies and agreed to ordain
him as a BISHOP ., Maybe these prelates did not themselves know the religious canons and rules
concerning ordination. In the end, Trifa has taken advantage of their credulousmess and has
become Bishop .

These prelates have committed a very serious and grave sacrilege, and their only excuse is
their feeble-mindedness due to their great age. However the most guilty for this situationm is
Trifa himself, He had studied theology and he knew well enough the religious canons and laws in
this matter. He knew also his own past, which did not permit him to occupy such a high position ,
one from which he had to bless the public, There is no doubt that Trifa was aware of these matters,
but he chose to ignore all scruple, betrayng the Church, the law, the prelates, the farmers,the
working people and the priests by climbing into the THRONE OF CHRIST 2

These are the considerations which have led me to do my duty as a ROMANIAN CHRISTIAR ORTHOIOX
and to-contribute to the broadcasting of the awful truth about Trifa =— so that HE BE DRIVEN OUT
OF THE HOUSE OF CHRIST ¢

In order to make clear to the open-minded pub].ic the nature of Trifa's IMPOSTURE , I am guing
to describe some of Trifa's adventures which filled Bucharest with blood and corpses .
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At the end of 1940 and the beginning of 1941, I was in Bucharest . At that time Hitler was
in full power, having conquered the greater part of Europe., On Hitler's support, a government
headed by Marshal Ion Antonescu as President and Horia Sima as Vice-Presidemt was formed in Roma-
nia , Antonescu was a patriot and democrat, and Sima was a member of the pro-Eazi in Germany .

( Sima had been educated in Germany, between 1937 and 1940, in the criminal methods of Hitler and
Himmler., Sima, who was a vain and domineering man, looked forward to the assassination of Cormeliu
Codreamu, { a patriot and the real chief of Iron Guard ) in order to be able to seize command of
the Iron Guard, Sima,at this time destroyed a Jewish theatre in Timisoara, with German - made
bombs, and killed a number of Jews and Romsnian politcal figures who were Masons and sympathetic
to Franceland England, Following these criminal actions Corneliu Codreamu was murdered on the
evening of November 29, 1938, on King's Carol II order, as a._reprisals,and Sima took over the
comend of the Iron Guard. Only 5 % of the Iron Guardists followed Sima, because the followers of
Codreanu, have considered Sima the real Killer of Codreamu, and he assumed by force the leadership
of the Iron Guard, previously in the hands of Codreanu ,

The real group of Sima with Hitlerist motives was established in Germany, in 1937. A member
of this group was Viorel Trifa . Trifa , who was clever and ambitions, wholeheartedly followed
Sima in his criminal activities, The rise of Trifa occured simulteneously with the entrance of
German troups into Romania and the self-appointment of Sima as chief of the Iron Guard, and with
his designation as vice-president in the Government of Romania, under the presidency of Marshal
Ion Antonescu, Almost immediately Sima appointed Trifa as President of the Students of Bomsnia ,

Since Sima wanted to become President of the Romanian State, and since he enjoyed the trust
of Hitler and Himler, he decided to get rid of Marshal Antonescu through revolution . In this
venture Sima was seconded by Viorel Trif had under his ordexrs 20,000 studems. In working with
Sima to prepare the revolution, Trifa at once showed his diabolical ability as he began to incite
the youth against the Jews., To do this he organized many student meetings, and becsguse he was a
very persuasiv speaker, he convinced them that the Jews were the enemies of humanity and of civili.
zation, and so must be destroyed in Romania , just as they were being destroyed in Germeny., I will
cite a few passages of his inflammatory speeches as examples how the THEOLOGIAN Trifa poisoned
the souls of the young and the nsaive 3 '

M eesesoBurope has arrived at disaster, The old world must be destroyed, the plutocratic class
eliminated, and a new order enthroned. Italy and Germsny have raised the sword, from the
moment of the establishment of the Fascist regime, the fight began. The spirit of order
has been re-installed through fascism, the creation if Il Duce ¥ussolini, A man has =%,
created a movement ; this movement has had its youthful adherents, and these young people
have elevated a nation !" ;

" eeess National Socialism which leads to the unmasking of, and the fight against, Judaiam ! "

", eeese The source of the old world was the three magic words : Liberty, Equality, Fratermity .
These egalitarian ideas have helped a single kind of man ; a kind that always knew hou to
benefit from these confused ideas and has helped the Jews "

Meesees The politics of the XIX th century is nothing else but a skillful manipulation of Burope
in Judaic interests. The leadership of the people has fallen into the hands of a caste of
Jews snd the Judaized who have falsified everything, especially history, The world has
learned that the " League of Nations " has admirably helped these interests to rule over
the world through Israel "

These speeches of Trifa were broadcast by the Romanian Radio stations and the newspapers of
Roman_ia, with the aim of stirring up the youth, Such speches were repeatedly broadcast for a month
until Jamaary 20 , 1941, when the bloody revolution erupted .

The night of January 18-19, 1941, the German Major, Doring, was shot to death in Bucharest,

by the Greek patriot, Dimitri Sarandos ., This assassination was used as a pretext by Sima and
Trifa to trigger the revolution against Marshal Antonescu, Jews, Masons, Greeks amd the British,
of Janmuary 20 , 1941 .

HERE ARE THE FACTS : .
The evening of January 20 , 1941, Radio Bucharest broadcast that a public meeting would be held

L
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in the University Square of Bucharest, I went also, to see what would happen. I saw there, thousand
of students and youth workers wearing pistols, also thousands of bystanders of all sges . Suddenly,
Trifa who was wearing the pistol to, climbed on the base of the statue of Mchael the Brave, and
started to praise Hitler end the Germam army., Then he started his main speech :

" ROMANIANS !

" A German Major has been basely assassinated om our Capital's streets, by an agent of the Britsk
Intelligence Service, The protectors and the defenders:of this murderer,of Greek origin, are :
Bugen Cristescu, chief of the Secret Service, a defemder of Jews and Greeks. Instead of chasing
out these devilish elements, General Petrovicescu , a brave man of good character, had to quit the
government, because the British Embassy and the Masons , sympathetic to Jews, ordered it., We ask
Marshal Antonescu to do justice to the Romanians ! We demand the chsmssal from the government of
all Masons sympathetic to Jews ! We demand Iron Guard gavemment, ( equivalent to Nazi government)
We demand the punishment of all those guilty of the German Major's assassination ! The Romanian
students cammot tolerate the murdering of Germanian soldiers on the Capital's streets by agents
of Britain §"

D.xnng hig speas:h, the above man:.feato, as diSpersed in thousanda of a.heets beanng the ol

signatureé; Vloral 'l‘rifa
Pregident of the National Union
of Christian Romanian Students .

Viorel Trifa,was the only spesker at this meeting. At the end of the speech Trifa took leader-
ship with these thousands of youths yelling : " After me " ! And all were chanting : " Down with
the Jews, down with the Jews, Horia Sima President , Horia Sima President " In this rythm the
convoy was marching on the main Strets: of Bucharest ,

The next day , Jammary 21,1941, the real revolution commemced with assaults, to occupy public
institutions, Shooting started betweenm the Studemts and the Army, causing numerous dead and wunded
on both sides, The rebels were incited by Trifa's manifestos to continue the fight. The morning of
January 22, a powerful group under the leadership of a friend of Trifa's, went to the Jewish
quarters of Dudesti and Vacaresti Streets, where they committed lotings and atrocities,vandalized
and looted sinagogues and sbducted many Jews who were shot in the wood. They also set fire to many
Jewish homse ....( TRIFA AND SIMA TOOK THE PLACE OF NERO !)... At the slaughterhouse of Bucharest,
were found the bodies of 80 Jews, hsnging on the hooks where the animals were hung, The bodies
were nude, dismembered with slashed bellies and fractured skulls, the savagery surpassed ilmaginati-
on, ( The only person who is proud and takes full credit for thms murderous crims is Rt,.Reév.. ..~
" Bishop " Valerian D, Trifa )

Wen Marshal Antonescu saw the disasters caused to the Jewish quarters, he ordered the Army to
smash the revolt with guns and tanks, On January 23, 1941, the Army defeated the rebels and startec
to arrest them, On January 24, 1941, the revolution was completly crushed. Horia Sima, Trifa and
the other criminals who organized this senseless bloodshed, FLED to Germany under the protection
of the German army, in order to avoid arrest .

THE RESULT OF THE REVOLUTIOR- WAS : 236 dead and 278 wounded, Christians and Jews . The dead

Jews nmumbered 144 , The Military Court of Bucharest tried and sentemced thousands of insurrectio-
nists to long prison terms and tens of them were sentemced to death and executed ,

WHEN SIMA was asked by Hitler about the revolution, Sima said : " The omly ome responsible
for the revolution is Trifa," = This declaration of Sima was poblished in several DOOKS .

In 1945, after Hitler's defeat, Trifa, camouflaged as a professor, took refuge at an Italian
Catholic cloister .

In July, 1950, Trifa, through false statements, succeeded in deceiving the authorities and
in emigrating to the United States .

In 1952, he succeeded in deceiving the leadership of the Romanian Orthodox Church of the -
U,S.A. and Canada, and was elected as EISHOP .

In 1970, Trifa became an intimate friemd of the Metropolitan Nicodim of Leningrad, who
promoted him to Archbishop, and Trifa thus entered umder the jurisdiction of Moscow's protection
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because he is afraid of the revenge of Jews, and to have a place of refuge in order to avoid the
fate of Eichmann .

Trifa's conexions with the Russiens, are proven by the pictures published by" THE AMERICAN
REVIEW OF EASTERN ORTHOIOXY" of lay, 1972, printed at 1914 Orlando Ave,, Maitland,Florida 32751 .
In this picture, Trifa is seen arong Russian clercs, and mention is made that he is Archbishop .
In the above publication, it is sn article signed by Father George Lewis, who demounces Trifa
as an eretic, because he placed himself under the jurisdiction of Moscow's Patriarchate .

— The same thing happenes among the Orthodox Romanians of America, who are calling him treitor
because he has ignored the Romanisn Provinces : Bukovina, Bessarabia and Hertza, with a
population of Five Millions, which are now under SOVIET occupation .

It is significant, that allthough 5 years have elapsed since Trifa has been promoted Archbishop
by the Metropolitan of Leningrad, he is still keeping this fact secret from the Romenian Orthodox

of America and Canada .

I WROTE THE ABOVE STATEMENT ON PATRIOTIC GROUNDS , BECAUSE I WAS EYEWITNESS ,of these terrible
events that have beenkept in the dark up to the present, unknown to the world, and to point the
finger at those who were guilty of the tragic events of January 21,23,}941 ,ALS0 TO ABSOLVE THE
25,000,000 ROMANIANS PEOPLE of any responsibility for the crimes committed by Sima and Trifa ,
the crazed agents of Hitler's doctrine .

It has been established that the majority of those who took part at the revolution, were
youths between 16 and 21 years old , ( have been easily deceived by Trifa and pushed to teke part
at the revolt , and to loss of lives POE=Rces%y ) Trifa , the 20 th Jamary 1941, was 26 years old
and had a Master Degree in Theology , also a great experience in politics acquired from the Iron
Guard,and the Nazi tactics, during his stay in Germany in 1940 ,

As a result of my recent declarations, the Hitlerite Trifa has launched a rumor to the effect
that 1 am a Jew, not a Christiam, because I defend Jews . This rumor is false , I am a Christien,
and I defend Christians idemtically . In my present statement, I defend all men and all rligionm,

because only so can we hold ourselves to be Christiens .

Dae to the fact that I have contributed to discover the " IMPOSTOR " Bishop Valerian Trifa,
the Trifa's Hitlerists are threatening my life ., I leave this fact to the appreciation of
God and decent readers, who respect our religion, to decide themselves if I should been
killed because of my Trifa's activities.

For the purpose of giving exemple of the develish terror done by the Trifa's Hitlerists in U,S.A,
and Canada, with the purpose of creating terror among Romanians, in order for them not to declare
about the immoral facts commites by Trifa . This terror consists; by creating small Neo- Hitlerist
groups which threaten all those who dare to eritic Trifa, They even dared to burm the houses or
beat to a pulp some of the Trifa's critics .

Unfortunately, we,in New York City,have a similer Feo-Hitlerist gang of Trifa followerQ;Mch
is under the leadership of Rev.Galdau, (St.Dumitru Orthodox Church, 50 W, 89 Str,Manhattan,N.Y.C.,).
This gang led by Rev.Galdam terrorizes our Romanians,right here in New York City,with insults and
even threaths of death. We do not kmow any person who can surpass Rev.Caldau's immorality in the
whole U, S, A, ,because of the following :

Rev.Galdau and his wife are involved in abortions for pay,They: arse.-do e abortions in the
church,vhere he is the priest. One of..theseabortion was a child, 6 months old, and when was abore
ted actually was alive and yell. ome hour,after the child died .

Rt.Rev, Bishop Valerien Trifa has foll knowledge of all this criminals activities practiced by
Rev,Galdau,but he is his greatest suporter,just as Rev,Galdam suports Trifa, This proves definetly
end positively that they both belong in the same category of immorality . .

Professor Constantin Antonovici
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P.0). Box 54. Times Square Station, New York, N.Y.L 10036, ULS.AL

December 15, 1976

Department of State

Eastern European Affairs
Romanian Yesk

Washington, D.C. 20502

Dear Sir ;

I want to call again your attention about the new close
relationship of communist Romanian officials with the
neo-hitlerist organization of Bishop valerian D. Trifa.

These facts were revealec me, foloowing some close
discussions with Romanian officials - ambacsador Nicolae M.
Nicolae in U.S.A. and ambassador Popescu in Canadsa.

Also,by sorme indivicduals who returned recently from
Romania ~ lMr.Constantin Antoniviei from New York and Rev.
Juga Constantin from Montreal.

Unusual important is the fact that these relations are
directed against the Romanian offdeial dioeess in America
- The Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in America.

I am very sory that I am to contradiet some our
official opinions who support Bishop Trifa, but it is my
personal belief that such an attitude 1s wrong.

It proves entirely ignorance of extremism laws and
principles, so far of the communism.

Such a tolerance, or even the direct support or Bishop

Trifa against the community's merales and interests, has
already created very proper conditions for subversion and
extremistiec activities,

Dean Milhovan, Editor

cc : FBI
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Reclaiming the Ashes

By CHRISTOPHER LEHMANN-HAUPT

NEW LIVES. Survivors of the Holocaust
Living in America. By Dorothy Rabino-
witz, 242 pages, Knopf. $8.95.

Naturally it is painful in the extreme
to have to contemplate once again the
horrors of the holocaust and the six
million. Even when fresh details evoke
fresh tears, one is only reminded of the
impotence of weeping, Still, in “New
Lives: Survivors of the Holocaust Liv-
ing in America,” it is absolutely neces-
sary for Dorothy Rabinowitz to offer
up new or forgotten snapshots of the
horror — liberated inmates of Belsen
screaming in fear when British doctors
tried to approach them with needles
and solutions for intravenous feedings;
?en. George S. Patton Jr. moving awa{

rom an inspection party to vomit a
the sights in a labor camp at Ohrdruf,
near Gotha. - 2

For the need to
overriding theme of “New Lives"—
remembering for the sake of bearing
witness, or maintaining vigilance, or
fueling anger, or simply keeping one'’s
mpective. And in order to dramatize

her survivors have dealt with

their memories, it is essential that the -

author bring-them to life for her read-
ers as well. - . A

Dramatization is the key for Miss
Rabinowitz, who is a native New York-

er, a freelance journalist and book re-

viewer and the co-author of “Home
Life,” a book about old people in in-

stitutions. She gives us no statistics in .
“New Lives”—no dispersal percentages, -
no demography. Instead she tells the

stories of representative individuals—

Jacob Korman {(a pseudonym) and -

Stella, two witnesses at the deporta-
tion heari of Hermine Braunsteiner
Ryan, the former vice kommandant of
the Maidanek and Ravensbriick con-
centration camps who turned up after
the war as a Queens housewife; Abe
Flakier, Leon Jolson and Emil Wolf, all
of whom have managed, with wildly
diverging degrees of material and spir-
itual success to rebuild their lives in
}Jwrednew world that America has of-
{ - . .

Audacious Refugee

These stories are recounted with
enough particularity and suspense to
engage us in their drama com-

pletely. For instance, early in “New"

Lives” we are introduced to Leon Jol-
son just as he has arrived in New York
City in 1947 and is about to apply to
the recouping of his fortunes the prin-
ciples of audacity that led to his sur-
vival in Europe. (Once, when Jolson
;vsaﬁ'. hiding in a t.ht?in full of gentil;ah Po-
ish prisoners, the SS, suspecting there
was a Jew on board, commenced a
search for the one man who would be
circumcised. Instead of frying to hide,
Jolson rushed forward with his hands
on’ the buttons of his trousers when
‘the SS officers arrived in his car, and:
wasg at once waved aside as too eager
to be worth the trouble of checking)
Yet for all the expectancy that Jolson's

adventures in America arouse, it is not
until the end of the book that we learn
the results of his audaciousness. In
between we hear a dozen other in-
teresting stories, <A
At the same time, Miss. Rabinowitz
writes in a highly reflective,” almost
ironic, style. (Jolson “saw himself...
as the man he had been and could yet
be in, a man empowered by the
experience of survival to be even more
than he had been; for it was in the
nature of the holocaust that it bred
extremity, and those who survived it
had absorbed extremity in their
bones.”) The effect of this style is to
alienate us from its content (in the
Brechtian sense) and thus to universal-
ize the particular. So what we end up
with is not so much a gallery of case
studies as a series of illustrations. And
these illustrations cover the major pre-
occupations of holocaust survivors in
America. .
Indeed, by the time Miss Rabinowitz
has finished she has touched on all the
major issues that have stirred survivors
over the last three decades—from the

“debate over whether it was right to

purchase products manufactured in
postwar Germany, to the insult to their
honor felt by survivors at the accusa-
tion leveled by certain theorists that
European Jewry failed to resist the
Nazi onslaught. Yet to repeat: Miss
Rabinowitz’s illustrations always re-

main living people.
Gruesome Memento

Perhaps the best illustration of this
is Stella, a survivor of Maidanek and
Skarzysko -who now lives in Kew
Gardens, Queens. An impulsive person
who refuses to analyze her motives
(it was an impulse that led to her
eme from Skarzysko), Stella dccided
suddenly in 1974 not only to return
for a visit to her native Poland, but
also to go and see what remained of

- Maidanek. Once there, she soon found

herself standing before one of the cre-
matoria, which to this day remains

. filled with human ashes to remind

‘posterity of what happened there.

Suddenly, asking her companion to
hold on to her legs, Stella cr?sgled the

- small.space behind the spectator’s rail-

ing and ctawled into the oven door to
fill an envelope with the ashes. For a
few terrifying moments she found her-

" self stuck in the door, but with the

help of her friend she finally wriggled
free with her memento mori. en
asked by shocked friends back home
.in Kew Gardens why she had done such
a thing, she shrugged and said she did-

‘n't know.

But we know. Even a bad novelist
would not have dared to write such a
scene, but in “New Lives” it-is entirely
plausible, and Dorothy  .Rabinowitz
makes us understand. One has to re-
call the horror; one has to'go back.
Unless one bears the holocaust in mind,
the 20th century is meaningless:



ISRAEL SAYS ARABS Y

SEEK T0 JOIN ARMY

;V/ TIMES = /)7~ 7E
Scores of Christian Citizens Act in
Wake of Support in Lebanon

Spectal to The New Yorky Times

TEL AVIV, Oct. 31-——Scores of Christian
Arab citizens Of Israel have recently
volunteered to serve in the Israeli defense
forces, apparently In appreciation of Is-
I rael’s military assistance to the Lebanese
Christians in their civil war. ., :

Shmuel Toledano, minority affairs
adviser to Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin,
confirmed in an interview today that
Arabs of the Maronite and Greek Catholic
religions had recently said they wanted
to serve. “It's a trend,” he said, “but
before we respond we're checking wheth-
er it is a spontaneous move reflecting
emotions that could change, or whether
it is something deeper and broader.”

Military service is compulsory 'for Jews
in Israel but the Government has exempt-
ed Arabs, because it recognizes that it
is not feasible to expect them to fight
their fellow Arabs, Israel's only potential
enemies. However, leaders of the Druse
and Circassian communities, both off-
shoots of Islam, have requested that their
young men be conscripied, the same as
Jews, and the Government has complied.

Some Bedouin Arabs, who are Moslems
and mainly nomadic, have volunteered
and are serving as officers and soldiers
throughout the Israeli forces, chiefly as
trackers. Other Israeli Arabs have been
free to volunteer-individually but, until
now, no Christians had done so in regeat
years, according to Mr.Toledano. Some
Christians, however, serve as Israeli po-
licemen.

The Maronites and the Greek Catholics
said they wanted to integrate into regular
units, rather than serve in special minori-
ty units established for the Druses and
Circassians, although not all the Druse
and Circassian troops serve in them. The
Maronites and Greek Catholics aiso said
that they wanted the same terms as the
Bedouin, who are paid like soldiers in
the regular army, and not like conscripts,
whose pay is very small.

Meanwhile, at the weekly Cabinet
meeting in Jerusalem today, Mr. Rabin
and Defense Minister Shimon Peres said
that, notwithstanding press reports, there
had been no substantial change in Arab
deployment across the Lebanese border
since the agreement to end the civil war.

Rumors that guerrillas were streaming
to the border area were dismissed by the
officals as psychological warfare. to bol-
ster the image of the Palestine Liberation
Organization and possibly to instigate
Israeli action to undermine Syria's role
in Lebanon,

The leaders said, however, that the
situation could change quickly and that
the authorities were watching the situa-
tion closely.

.TW

Cleric Asked to Suspend Himself

WE};}}Q%;I:I%%ing on Nazi_ Charge-

The executive committee of the Na-
tional Council of Churches, meeting in
special session in Chicago Saturday,
suggested that Archbishop Valerian D.
Trifa be asked to suspend himself as
a member of the council's governing
board pending disposition of charges
that he was a Nazi war criminal,

A statement issued after the session

that the committee was asking “the .

Orthodox Church in America to refer to
the Episcopal commission appointed to
study the case of Archbishop Trifa the
proposal that it consider requesting the
Archbishop to refrain from executing his
duties as’ a member of the governing
board until the matter has been resolved
by the Holy Synod [of the Orthodox
Church] and the civil judicial process.”

The executive committee noted that it
“was powerless under the council’s consti-
tution to proceed against a board mem-
ber delegated by one of its constituent
bodies and recommended that William T.
Thompson, president of the council, ap-
point & committee to consider “possible
changes in the rules” in that respect.

The committee's statement also re-
ferred to civil and ecclesiastical proceed-
ings against the Archbishop for alleged
war ‘crimes in Rumania in 1941 and
more recent anti-Semitic statements,

“In the present situation,” it said,
‘“Archbishop Valerian must be presumed

jinnocent until judged otherwise by a

competent civil or ecclesiastical coprt.”
The United States Immigration and
Naturalization Service has been studying
denaturalization proceedings against the
Archbishop, who has denied having par-
ticipated in Nazi war crimes.
Rabbi Avraham Weiss of the Hebrew
Institute of Riverdale, a leader of Con-

cerned Jewish Youth, said after the Chi-'

cago meeting that the council’'s decision
was “totally” unsatisfactory.

The New York Times

Archbishop Valerian D. Trifa

“The Trifa issue transcends the [coun-
cil's] constitution and any internal organ-
izational process,” he said.

The rabbi reiterated the demand of the
Concerned Jewish Youth that Archbishop
Trifa be suspended promptly from the
council’s governing board, which, he said,
“would never allow a member of the Ku
Klux Klan to sit at its table.” '

TO AJC AREA OFFICES
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
HAROLD APPLEBAUM
one to each; please share
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“often by Christian willingness to remain silent in the fact of gross injustice or

‘The charges against Archbishop Trifa are not new. In fact, as early as 1955 the

7/ SR *-3-""' /N@"“
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43 WEST 57th STREET ' )
NEW YORK, N. ¥, 10019 d
; ‘November 16, 1976

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, inc.

L1212) 68B-7530

- Dr. Claire Randall

General Secretary
The National Council of Churches

" 475 Riverside Drive . . _ .

New York, New York 10027

Dear Dr. Randall:

While empathizing with the extremely difficult situation in which the National
Council of Churches currently is placed over the membership of Archbishop
Valerian Trifa on the Governing Board of the Council, | feel morally obligated
to write you urging that this matter be resqlved at the earliest possible moment.
The issue is of such ethical import that extraordinary means must be used, if

" necessary, to maintain the moral integrity of the National Council of Churches

and to heal the growing rift between Christians and Jews which it has precipitated.

| have carefully read the statement issued by the Advisory Committee of the Office

of Christian-Jewish Relations of the NCC.: issued on November 1 and the letter
to members of Concerned Jewish Youth from your Staff Cabinet on October 20.

‘Both of these statements are to be applauded as they indicate clearly your concern

over the situation and your anguish at having brought pain to others.

‘Nonetheless, if the demands of Christian conscience are in conflict with the

constitutional strictures of any human institution, it is ethically imperative that
one's commitment to God's law of justice and love prevail.

The long tragic history of Christian-Jewish relations has been marked far too |

to rationalize inaction on the basis of either secular or ecclesiastical legalities.

late Drew Pearson protested on radio the invitation to Trifa to offer prayer in
the U.S. Senate. The allegations of his past Nazi affiliation ond his anti=-
semitic tendencies have often appeared in the public press. In spite of this,.
Dr. Edwin Espy, former general secretary of the NCC, was quoted in a news
report in July of 1974, as saying that he could not recall "any discussion
within the Council regarding the allegations."




IS A ST

Dr. Claire Randall _ November 16, 1976

You must not wait longer to make determination of this matter. The future of
Jewish-Christian relationships hangs in the balance. Furthermore, the in-
tegrity ond viability of your very excellent Off‘ce of Jewish- Chr:shon Re-
lations is at stake.

As a fellow Christian, if | may parophrase Scripture, | would remind you that

on one occasion Jesus was discussing the relative priorities that should be
given to ecclesiastical matters vis a vis human relationships. His advice was
"first, go ond make peace with your brother, and then return and offer your

~sacrifice at the altar.” | think the matter of Archbishop Trifa requires that

you, first, go and make peace with our Jewish brothers, and then attend to
institutional ond churchly concerns.

| trust you will receive this letter in the spirit of love and with the sadness of

" heart with which it is written.

- Cordially yours,

Dl

_ David Hyatt
DH:mr



[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



SN 5 O WeE g

ey i
? TS -
Y N

Lﬁﬁhﬂ:ﬁma B banans b0

o 3 B3] 'J;T.?:‘ﬂ'g ,,:&;f.,"l-.’ ,' '_ ;ry-.r._ O :_:3_:3"331

=
w

£

j‘gm}?;g__, "1-;3 iy 7en8

waof il T -‘*mn;s"'n 'Brb:-

b '. "3'15!"1 : h“fllaﬂw‘q}‘ nc F-}—‘,l'.‘m}'iu&v

<X - TOY DRI, Wiy sverefoele DEAl
i‘.; 3’“,1)“7’:‘ 33"-3‘ 'Y“-\? _:_}':, ID TEG }}fﬁf DC”.):

: 3-.;.3\;,:‘3, [AS _ba_ D ﬁ}gﬁmb EOtRITE)

s s .._._.,__._..._ ._..._._n._._._.h ._.__._...._-».-....-._

A _lglﬁ'?jj}v"k’}ﬁ.ﬁ‘ A ,dj_;af@' ?;T.r _ﬂz'?fh' ?’J‘an -
- D Naw Vs T ad) wibepl 2 '
- g gony, GGMJ 50?1@33 LA

' 7 "I:d? m‘ﬁ‘i h "‘m_l e 'lt—r’.ﬂ:\

o
PO P T,

W Yk __-;;v. By i
=

Yy
o m
RN

o

CR=E-%:8-

B 54

I"H_"n.x‘ﬁ

ARLER Ll L

hekil 4

-:'-!-._




[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



Andrew Sacha/N.Y.T. Pictures

u-"{'

13

T Bl e seme wn A % w e Wa el

Y

A
R G T
)

i
o

Valerian Trifa is the bishop who
settled in Michigan and thought
he was sate.

artist, a sculptor, Romanian-born like all the men in
the room. He had spent the past six months at the
Vatra, as the bishop’s estate was called, executing two
church commissions: a ten-foot-high wooden cross and
a room-long partition decorated with carvings of Ro-
manian folk art.

The champagne emboldered Antonovici. He ap-
proached the bishop. For the rest of his life he would
remember the unnerving conversation that followed.

“Are you not worried that someday the Americans
will find out, that your past will someday catch up
with you?” he asked.

Trifa was annoyed. “You are a fool, Antonovici!
With my luck nothing will ever happen. And I have
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friends in the government. Now leave me alone! This
is an evening to celebrate!”

The sculptor went back to his chair and drank more
champagne. Art was his concern, he reminded himself,
not politics. It was the same excuse he had been mak-
ing for himself ever since he had arrived at the Vatra.
Tonight, however, perhaps because he had drunk too
much wine, it brought no comfort. The sculptor could
not repress the memory of another night, a night in
January, 1941, in a Bucharest police station. That
night he had seen Trifa lead an execution squad into
a cell. Moments later he had heard ahots the Jewish
prisoners had been killed.

In New York City the next day, a sixty-year-old den-
tist named Charles Kremer was up early in the West
Side apartment that served as both home and coffice.
A patient was scheduled for nine, so he typed quickly
to finish the letter he had been working at since dawn.

Even now, more than thirty years later, Dr. Kremer
can recall the events of that time. The night before, he
had received a call from a friend in Detroit. “Charlie,”
the friend said, “‘Trifa's now a U.S. citizen. They ap-
proved the bastard. They bought his story lock, stock
and barrel.”

“They can't get away with this!” the dentist shouted .
in rage, and abruptly hung up.

For seven years Kremer had pursued Trifa, and he
interpreted this latest action by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service as a private defeat: the gov-
ernment had chosen to believe Valerian Trifa, war
criminal, rather than Charlie Kremer, dentist. Charlie
Kremer, however, was not accustomed to losing. He
refused to believe that Trifa's citizenship was ir-
revocable.

During the past seven years Kremer had written, he
estimated, more than five hundred letters about Trifa
to the immigraticn service. Now he drafted still an-
other, writing first in blue ink—a fast, furious script
with many words written in capitals and entire sen-
tences underlined three or four times for emphasis—
and then making corrections with a red ball-point. The
final copy was typed slowly with two fingers on an old
Remington. He was still typing when his first pat:ent
arrived at nine.

“Have a seat,” the dentist shouted. “You're going to
have to wait. This is something terrific I'm doing.”

The patient knew about Dr. Kremer and his letters.
He had no choice, so he sat and studied the pictures
on the greying, once white walls of the hallway-wait-
ing room in which the dentist kept his writing desk.
On one wall, hanging from a gold curtain rod, was a
yard-long blowup of a photograph of the Warsaw
Ghetto monument. Opposite this was a framed photo-
graph of Golda Meir, with a yellowed New York Times
article taped to the bottom corner. The article was
headlined, MRS. MEIR SAYS TENSION MARKED TALK WITH
POPE, and the dentist had underlined a statement by
the Israeli prime minister: “The Christian cross is a
symbol under which Jews were killed for generations.”
There were other pictures, autographed ones from
President Eisenhower, Vice-President Nixon and the
chief rabbi of Israel, and there were pictures with
typed captions: “Dr. C.H. Kremer (r) presents Torah”
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and “Dr. C.H. Kremer at Lod airport.” There were
framed citations, honoring Dr. C.H. Kremer, from the
United Jewish Appeal the state r.-f Oklahoma and the
Masons.

Through the open door at the end of the hailwa\ the
patient could look into the dentist’s bedroom, which
served also as a dining and living room. Bulky antique
furniture crowded the room. The drawers of a ma-
hoganyv dresser were flung open, exposing a disorder of
shirts and underwear. Next to the dresser.stood a
wooden bookcase filled with mementos: a row of silver
‘tankards, plaster casts of teeth, a small green buddha,
a silver candelabrum fitted with orange light bulbs. A

“Charlie Kremer will show them!
How could those gonifs let Trifa
become a citizen if the law
specifically states that anyone
who belonged to the Iron Guard
before 1952 is excluded from
U.S. citizenship?”

it
B
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convertible sofa bed was littéred with papers and ma-
nila folders, part of Kremer’s evidence against Valer-
ian Trifa. In the middle of the room was a round
wooden table piled with dirty dishes.

“Come on, what are you looking at?” Dr. Kremer
shouted at last. “Did you come to get a tooth filled or
are you from the board of health?”

The patient followed him into the front room, a
rather conventional dental office, except for a tall steel
filing cabinet in one corner, its open drawers bulging
with more manila folders. On top of the cabinet was a
human skull, earth-brown in color.

Dr. Kremer peered into his patient’s open mouth and
began to drill, talking steadily.

“This letter is really going to shake those bastards
up. They think they can get away with it, but Charlie
Kremer will show them! I just asked those gonifs how
come they let Trifa become a citizen if the law specif-

ically states that anyone who belonged to the Iron

Guard before 1952 is excluded from U.S. citizenship.
And if they tell me they don’t believe he was an Iron
Guardist, they're full of shit! I sent them proof, eye-
witness evidence, eighty-eight pieces of documenta-
tion, Eighty-eight! Oh, they want to forget all right.
But [ can't forget, and I'm not going to let them!

" You see, on that cabinet there, you see that skull ?”

The patient could only nod.
“I keep that skull as a reminder. It reminds me of
- that bastard Trifa and all the people killed by the Iron
Guard. Anytime I want to give up, I just look at that
skull!

“Those sons of b:tches. they better send me a copy
of Trifa's naturalization hearing! I want to know what
questions they asked and how he answered. I'll show
them. He may be a citizen, but it’s not over yet. Trifa’s
one bird that's not going to fly away. That bastard is
going to be sorry Charlie Kremer ever heard his name!
You know,” the dentist continued with disgust, “I sent
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the immig'ratioﬁ people every speech he made in 1941!

On the evening of January 20, 1941, a husky twenty-
six-vear-old man wearing the green military breeches
and tunic of the Iron Guard, a pistol on his hip.
mounted the pedestal of the statue of King Michael in
University Square, Bucharest. Over six thousand stu-
dents and Guardists, many also armed. filled the
square, eager to hear what Commandant Viorel Trifa
would say about the assassination two days before of a
member of the Nazi "advisory" contingent in Bucha-
rest.

The political events that led up to this rally, hOW-
ever, had begun in the 1930's. As Hitler's power grew
in Germany, so the Iron Guard, the combat arm of the

Legion of the Archangel Michael, a mystical Fasc;st -

movement, flourished in Romania.

By 1940, the Guardists would ‘not be satisfied with
anyvthing less than a Nazi Romania. Their escalating
public agitation against King Carol II led to a blood-
less coup and a new government—the “regime of the
legionnaires.” Carol’s son, Michael I, became king, and
General Ion Antonescu, long a supporter and associate
of the Iron Guard, became conducator (leader) of Ro-

‘mania. The new government's vice-president was -

Horia Sima, the Iron Guard commander; the ministers

of the foreign, labor, and interior departments were
also legionnaires. In November, 1940, Romania formal-
ly joined the Axis. Economic restrictions and ghetto-

ization laws against the Jews were proclaimed.
It was in this period of turmoil that an ambitious
theology student, Viorel Trifa (the name would be

changed to Valerian ten years later), joined the Iron.

Guard, quickly rising to the rank of commandant. A
fiery, effective orator, he spoke at many rallys.

This evening’s rally had been carefully planned. The
legionnaires had long been dissatisfied with General

“Antonescu, and the assassination of the German. had

provided them with an excuse to overthrow the gener-

- ‘al's government. Trifa’s speech, Horia Sima and other

Guardists would testify later, was to be the signal for
a new revolt. (Only hours after the killing of the Ger-
man officer a proclamation signed by Trifa in his ca-

pacity as president of the National Union of Christian -

Pomanian Students had been plastered on walls
throughout the city. The proclamation attacked *“the
defenders of the murder . . . the kikes” and demanded
“a legionnaire government . . . the Romanian students
cannot tolerate the murdering of German soldiers in
the streets of the capital by agents of Britain.”)

Now, from the statue of King Michael, Vwrel Tnfa
delivered his speech.

“This war started with the French Revolutlon The
origin of the old world was these miraculous words— -
. People were never
equal. . .. These ideas of equality served the kikes. ... -
The leadership of the people has fallen into the hands .
of a group of kikes and Jew lovers who are ruling ev--

liberty, egality and fraternity. . .

erything, especially history. .

The crowd shouted and applauded ferocmus]y After

an hour, Trifa concluded in a hoarse scream:

“Even if Adolf Hitler had done nothing else than
wage this huge struggle of national socialism, which
leads to the unmasking of (Continued on page 144)
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pace that felt slightly faster than my
usual training gait, yet after only a
quarter of a mile the leaders were bare-
ly visible in the far distance. Pete Can-
ning pulled up beside me and we cruised
the first mile, stride for stride, in 7:40
—a blistering pace for me. That was
the good news. The bad news was that
my -upper thighs had already begun
their immutable transmigration from
flesh to India rubber. And the course .
wasn’t helping: long, agonizing uphills
through parking lots and over campus
roads peppered with speed bumps, fol-
lowed by abrupt plunges that tore back
my toenails and at one point had me
fiailing wildly to keep from tumbling
forward.

Pete was too strong for me and [ fell
away, struggling to keep his bobbing
yellow headband in view. I turned the
second mile in 15:35—still well ahead
of my projected forty-two-minute pace.

Then, suddenly, I was alone.

Less than twenty minutes earlier, all
seventy-one runners had huddled to-
gether at the starting line in a dense
and squirming pack. But now they
were fanned out so far ahead of and— -
‘1 fervently hoped—behind me that I
could see no one, not even on the long,
uphill vistas. Between the second and
fourth miles the course veered away
from the St. John's campus through a
- strange landscape of broken sidewalks,
dirt trails and abandoned Army trucks.
.1 picked my way along on unsteady
legs. Two strides on inhale, two strides
on exhale; wind was all T had left. My
pace had been too quick, the hills too
steep, the sun too bright. I had shot my
wad. Only one thought remained: “For-
get . . .” inhale one, two, “. . . the.
marathon,” exhale one, two. “For-.
get . ..” inhale one, two, “. . . the mara-
thon,” exhale one, two.

Several minutes later a figure ap-
peared in the distance, grew larger as |
pounded along. A runner had broken
down, was walking, head bowed.
“Okay?” I gasped. :

“Yeah Fine. Go ahead.”

He slid by on my left. T had passed
sSomeor.e.

The terrain grew familiar ag..‘:n as
the course wound back to campus for a
final loop. With less than a mile to go
another runner appeared, far ahcad,
this one gliding easily over the asphalt.
He, rather than the finish line, became
my goal. I ran in short, choppy steps,

like a trotting horse, and the figure

before me drew closer., My stride
lengthened and I crossed the finish line
in a sprint. I'd been so intent upon try-
ing—and failing—to overtake the run-

Advice from Frank Shorter

In 1972, Frank Shorter became the first
American Olympian in over sixty years to
win a gold meddl in the marathon. Who
better, therefore, fo tell you how to con-
quer your town's next big event?

1. Training—Start two months before the

race. Run seven miles a day six days a

week; the seventh day run fiffeen miles.
Por&xelasirwoweeksnmorﬂy five miles

a day.
2. Shoes—Shorter preiers nylon uppers

and thin soles. lf youre a little overweight,

go with a slightly heavier shoe and more
padding.
3. Diet—Shorter doesn't believe in the
carbohydrate-loading diet. Eat normally
until three days before the race, then go
heavy on carbohydrates. Don't worry
about overealing.
4. Pace—Beginners asuully overeslimate
their capabilities. Keep it comforiable,
even a bit slower than lhm early in the
event.
5. Refreshment—During the race drink
as much as you can Shorter " prefers
. sugared tea or pknn wc:ter to special salt
drinks.

ner in front of me that I almost forgot
to listen for my time. And when I
heard it, I was sure I’d heard wrong.

“Thirty-nine minutes forty-five sec-
onds. Fifty-first place overall.”

During the awards ceremony I consid-
ered the principal difference between
running alone and running in packs:
speed. I could not have covered the first
two miles in 15:35 without a rabbit, a

faster man to pace myself against. And

1 certainly couldn’t have finished as

" strongly as I did if the competition had

merely been between myself .and a
white line painted across a parking lot.
The observation seemed inescapable;

the desire to outrun others is consider- _

ably more urgent than the desire to
outrun oneself.
The man who had outrun us all—

_with a time of 26:51.2—was Marvin.

Wilson of the Pioneer Athletic Club.
Marvin’s stride had been alliteratively
described by one close enough to see it
as “long, loping and light—almost like
a dancer.” And the redhead who'd
offered me his technique for avoiding
last place turned out to be Eric Kaplan,
one of the better distance runners in
the New York area. Kaplan finished
ninth overall at 28:22 and had no one
to hold hands with. :

Then  sixty-nine-year-old George
Jacobs drifted by. George was not
happy with his performance. “I was out
there over forty-four minutes today,”
he lamented. “Every year the times get
a little slower.” He thought for a mo-
ment, then added, “Maybe I'm just
overtrained. I think 1'll take the rest of
the summer off and prepare for the fall
scason.”

“Speaking of the fall.". ..” Pete Can-
ning turned to me. "You stall feel llLe
giving that marathon a shot?”

‘T don't know why I paused before
answering. I'd made up my mind an
hour earlier, when I crossed the finish
line and heard my time announce-d

"Sure,” I said. “Why not?” i

The I—Iunt fcr an American Nazi

(Contz:auwd }'. om page 7.&) t.he ﬁght
against Judaism, he would still have
risen to great peaks of history, as he
.blazed a new path!”

When the applause subsided, Trifa
led the erowd, by now numbering al-
most ten thousand, to the steps of Gen-
eral Antonescu's palace. Government
troops and tanks opened fire. The Iron
Guard revolt had begun.

By late evening, the revolt had de-
generated into a pogrom. In his book,
The Destruction of the European Jews,
Raul Hilberg, drawing on interviews
with eyewitnesses, wrote: “For miles
around the city the Guardists had left
traces of their revelution. On January
24, travelers on the Bucharest-Ploesti
road discovered at Baneasa over a hun-
dred Jewish bodies without clothes. Gold
teeth had been knocked out of" the
mouths of the dead....In the [Bucha-
rest] morgue . . . bodies were observed
hanging like carcasses of cattle. A wit-
ress saw a girl of five hanging by her
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fet hke a calf her ntlre hody smared '

with bloed.” . .

The death toll of the Iron Guard re-~
‘volt as estimated by Jewish sources
was four to six thousand in Bucharest
and almost ten thousand throughout the
country.

Thirty years later, there were many
people still alive who could remember
hearing Valerian Trifa's proclamation
against “the kikes” broadecast hourly
over Romanian radio. But those who
actually saw Trife during the pogrom
were few; most witnesses were dead,
victims of the slaughter. _

Twenty years later, these few sur-
vivors would try to avenge the ten
thousand deaths

While
tions through the streets of Bucharest,
Dr. Charles Kremer was fighting pet-
tier battles in the courts of New York.
The dentist was not only being di-
vorced, he was making a rather ex-

e e e e e S A S T T A T S e

Trifa was leading demonstra--

traordmary deand ior custodyof hzs
five-year-old son, Lewis,

As Kremer tells the story, the divorce -

started over a newspaper. “I was read-
ing the paper and all of a sudden she

decided she wants it. Boom! She grabs .

it right out of my hands. But you know
Charlie Kremer—once I make up my

mind, you know I'm going to get the ~
paper. I got it all right, but I also got .

a divorce.

“She’s an outstanding woman, a psy--
chiatrist with a large practice. And she-

was a son of a biteh.

“When she wanted the dworce, IR

gave it to her. But I was forty-four and
1 was making good money. I'm not the
type of dentist who pays alimony. Not

Charlie Kremer! When I told her I.

was demanding custody of the boy, she
laughed. Her lawyer told me I didn"t
have a prayer, that a father had never
before obtained custody of a child when

the mother was a responsible citizen. -

But I won all right. [ want you to know




1 had thirty-nine witnesses. She had
one!”

Kremer had always cluttered his life
with the debris from many small but
intense squabbles; he could look back
upon nasty fizhts with the draft board,

college fraternities, Jewish organiza-
tions, landlords. Still, he fought every

argument fortified by an arrogant cer-
titude and by a romantic compulsion to
challenge what others said was 1mpos—

"sible.

In February, 1941, at an emergency
meeting of the United. Romanian Jews
of America, Kremer found the cause
that would occupy the rest of his life.

The monthly meetings of this Man-
hattan-based fraternal group of Ro-
manian-born Jews were usually spent
conducting the *“official business” of
card games., But the recent headlines
from Romania had made this emergen-
¢y meeting necessary. The twenty men
seated around a wooden table in a
decrepit building on West Fortieth
Street were grim.

“l have here,” the president ex-

plained, “a report issued by the Jewish.

Telegraphic Agency. The dateline is
Sofia, January 29, 1941, It was neces-
sary for this correspondent to come to
Sofia to send out-details because of
Bucharest censorship. :

-“‘On Wednesday afternoon,’” the
president read from the report, * ‘the
Guardist general staff ordered the de-
struction of the Bucharest Jewish quar-
ter and the murder of its inhabitants.

“'Storming through the Jewish quar-
ter in a mad orgy of killing and de-
struction, ‘armed Guardist gangs killed
or beat up every person they saw who
appeared to be Jewish. ...

“Perhaps the most horrifying single
episode of the pogrom was the “kosher
butchering” last Wednesday night of
more than two hundred Jews in the
municipal slaughterhouse. The Jews,
who had been rounded up after several

. hours of Iron Guard raids, were put

into trucks and carried off to the
slaughterhouse. There the Greenshirts
forced them to undress and led them to
the chopping blocks, where they cut
their throats in a horrible parody of
the traditional Jewish methods of

* slaughtering fowl and livestock. . . .

“‘Some mangled bodies were disposed

" of by pouring them down manholes to

the sewers usually used to carry animal
remains. Other naked headless bodies
were hung on iron hooks and stamped
carne kosher: Kosher meat.’ ”

The organization president had to

stop and compose himself.
“'The general staff,”” he resumed,
‘which ordered the massacre (.on:'.lsted
of Vice-President Horia Sima, chief of
the Greenshirt Legion; Dimitry Groza,
boss of the Legionary Workers Corps;
and Viorel Trifa, leader of the frenetic
Greenshirt student movement.’”

There was some discussion when the
president had finished reading, but it
concluded with an agonized realization:
protests wowid be futile and action
would be impossible. Nothmg could be
done.

Charles Kremer, however, asked the
president if he could keep the news

[N
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original

dispatch. He reread it many times that
night before poing to bed. His parents
still lived in Braila, Romania, and he
worried about their safety. Sleep was
impossible. At last he rose and went
to his desk. He underlined the last
paragrapn of the dispatch in red ink
and then drew circles around the three
names in that paraeraph: Horia Sima,
Dimitry Groza and Viorel Trifa.

Thirty yvears later, he still had the
dispatch with the circled
names. He kept it in the top drawer of
a filing cabinet in his dental office, the
cabinet with the skull on top, :

The four-day Iron Guard revolt had
ended weeks before Dr. Kremer learned
of its atrocities.

The victorious Antonescu troops,
however, found no trace of Trifa, Sima
or other Guardist leaders; they had
been given refuge in the German em-
bassy in Bucharest. From there, on
March 13, 1941, they were taken by
troop train to safety in Germany. The
Nazis were eager to protect this Ro-

_manian government-in-exile. It would

be a warning to Antonescu that if he
did not enthusiastically adopt the poli-
cies of the Reich he could be easily re-
placed. : ‘

On June 15, 1941, the leaders of the
revolt—Sima, Trifa and cight others—
were tried in absentia by the newly
consolidated Antonescu regime. The
verdict: “The most severe punishment,
namely, hard labor for life.”

But Trifa was safe with the Nazis.
According to official papers now at the
Berlin Documents Center, he was even
offered a university post. Witnesses
have testified that he made pro-Nazi
broadcasts into Romania and that he
actively recruited Romanians to fight
with the Nazis on the Eastern front.
The Guardists’ alliance with the Ger-
mans, however, became troubled toward
the end of 1942, )

Horia Sima, no more skillful a diplo-
mat than he was a revolutionary, tried
to negotiate a secret agreement with
Mussolini that would give the legion-
naires a greater role in the new order.
Sima’s plan was exposed and Hitler
ordered that constraints be put on the
Romanian legionnaires. On December
18, 1942, Heinrich Himmler ordered
that they be kept in confinement.

Thirty years later, Trifa would claim
that he had been a political prisoner in
Buchenwald, a vietim of the Nazi con-
centration camps. The Guardists, how-
ever, were not kept in Buchenwald but

/in Fichtenheim, an isolation camp erect-

cd, according to the document signed
by Himmler, “for immigrants and
refugees to be financially coordinated
with Buchenwald.” The Buchenwald SS
guards also lived in this facility; food
and medical care were the same as for
German soldiers, and married men were
allowed to live with their wives in =2
sector reserved for families. Trifa was
also allowed to continue his broadcasts
into Romania.

In August, 1944, the Antonescu gov-
ernment surrendered to the Russian
army. The legionnaires were then re-
leased and sent to Vienna, wherz Trifa

was given a position in the Guardist
government-in-exile. There he worked,
according to the testimony of former

" legionnaire ‘Vasile Arbor, as an agent

of the German secret police with “the
special mission of verifying the move-
ments and cargoes of all trains from
Romania.”

. When the war ended, Trifa fled Vien-
na and sought asylum in Italy. Though
still a layman, he found a position at a
Catholic college in Pesaro. He hid quiet-

ly in Italy, teaching history, for five .

years.

Then Vasile Hatigan, a prlest from

Cleveland who had studied with Trifa
in Romania ten years before, filed the

necessary forms for Trifa’s admittance

as a displaced person-to the United
States. On July 19, 1950, Trifa arrived
in New York.

Like all refugees arriving under the
1948 Displaced Persons Act, Trifa was
interrogated by the immigration au-
thorities. The short, balding “history
teacher” gave all the correct answers.
Immigration examiner Leo M. Jaremko
asked, “Did you ever make any speeches
or give any lectures that might be con-
strued as being anti-J ewlsh or anti-
Semitic?”

Trifa replied, “No, I cannot say. I

don’t believe so.”

The examiner asked if Trifa had
ever been a member of the Iron Guard,
a membership which would disqualify
him from entry into the Umt.ed States.

“No,” said Trifa.

Five months later, in sworn testi-
mony given in an Ohio court case in-
volving dissident church factions, Trifa
revealed more of has fictitious biog-
raphy: :

Q: Have you come directly from Ro-
mania, or from another country?.

A: From Italy. :

Q: When did you leave Romania?

A: Five years ago.

Q: For what country did you leave Ro—

mania five years ago?

A: For Italy. :

Q: Who subsidized your coming?

A: Romanians from America. .
The past had been quickly obliterated

with a few glib lies. Trifa’s ten-year

odyssey was over at last. Now, settled

safely in Cleveland and ostensibly em-

ployed by the Romanian-language news- - -
paper America, Trlfa could prepare. for -

the future.

In 1947, while Viorel Trifa waited in

Pesaro, Italy, as an anonymous history
teacher, Dr. Charles Kremer returned
to Romania in triumph. He arrived as
treasurer of the Romanian-American

Medical Relief Organization, bringing.

with him, at his own expense, crates of
penicillin, Leaders of the Bucharest
Jewish community greeted him at the
airport with speeches of praise and a
seven-foot-high hillock of gladiolus.
T'he homecoming was particularly emo-

tional for Kremer; it was more than.

twenty years since he had escaped from.
Romania hidden under a pile of burlap
bags in the dari hold of a freighter.
Kremer enjoys telling the story of his
flight from Romania and subsequent
success in America; it is another ex-




by

ample of how “Charlie Kremer did
what nobody else could have done.” A
large man, he talks with large, expan-
sive gestures, his sentences punctuated
with broad sweeps of a long arm, the
insistent pointing of an aggressive fin-
ger.

“I was born in 1897 in Yasi, Ro-

mania. My father was a shoemaker, but
his son was going to be a dactor! So I
went off to medical school in Bucha-
rest. There was just one body for all
the students to work on and it had a
big red line down the middle. There
would be twenty, thirty Jews on one
side and just six goyim on the other.
The goyim would sometimes come
around and beat up the Jewish stu-
dents. But not me. I was the biggest
kid in the class.
- “When they wanted to take me in the
army, my father said, ‘I was never in
the army and you won’t be either.” He
tells me that he’s going to send me to
America.”

In August, 1919, young Kremer, elud-
ing the police, left for Egypt on a
freighter. “I made friends with this
sailor and he hid me in a toilet. All I
ate for ten days was figs, crackers and
water, Do you know how hot it was in
the hold of that boat? The perspiration
came like water. I had to use the bur-
lap sacks to wipe off all the sweat.

“Finally we get to Port Said in
Egypt. I'm just wandering around, and
I pass a hotel that says Carmel. So I
fizure the owner must be Jewish, He is,

and I rent a room.

“After I'm in Egypt two weeks, won-
dering how I'm gonna get to America,
1 see a store called Solomon’s Depart-
ment Store, and I start talking Yiddish
to the owner. I show him a letter intro-
ducing me from the president of the
Zionist Association of Romania so he
can see Charlie Kremer is no nobody.

“The next day this Solomon takes me
to the English consul general. I
couldn't speak a word of English, so
Solomon did all the talking. It worked.
I get a job as a sailor on a boat to En-
gland! In London, first thing I find a
synagogue and show the rabbi my let-
ter from Romania. Right away the
rabbi is impressed. He gets me a job as
an interpreter on the SS Baltie, going
to the United States, and they paid me
thirty English pounds—a fortune!
Even funnier, [ still didn’t know a word
of English. But you know Charlie
Kremer, he can do anything!

“When the boat docks in New York,
Charlie Kremer finds he got a new
problem. I figure if I jump ship, they'll
arrest me! But I wait till it’s dark and
then I just walk down the gangplank
and down the pier. I keep stopping peo-
ple until I find someone who speaks
Yiddish. This man gives me directions
to One Hundred Fifty-eighth Street, so
I go there and finally I see the name of
Avrum Markowitz, my uncle, on a mail-
box. I knock, and my uncle answers. ‘I
am Leon Kremer’s son,’ I tell him, and
he starts to cry. Everyone was so hap-

py to see me! I'll never forget that eve.
ning as long as [ live.

“Right away I enroll in City College.
In two, three months I can speak En-
glish fine. I still wanted to be a doe-
tor, but my aunt tells me, ‘Be a dentist,
Charlie, it’s an easier life.’ So like a
dope Charlie Kremer listens to her.

“So I win a Y.M.C.A. scholarship for

.a course in dental mechanies, and I

complete the course in record time. Be-
fore you know it, Charlie Kremer is
ready for dental school! The Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania will accept this
course as a qualifying exam, but when
I go up there they tell me I can’t get
in, registration was closed three weeks
ago. They should have known better
than to tell Charlie Kremer he can't
get in. I go to the dean and I give him
a whole story about Romania, and of
course I get in! I worked nights as a
waiter and then in the morning I went
to classes and what do you know—
Charlie Kremer gets the highest marks
in the class! All the big gentile dental
fraternities want me to join. I’'m such
a big shot. 1 was the only Jew they
ever asked, end I'm the only Jew they
ever will ask. But you know Charlie
Kremer. I don’t join, I found organiza-
tions. I founded my own dental so-
ciety. Look, I got something terrific
here about my school days.”

Kremer finds a yellowed news clip-
ping buried in a pile of papers on his
desk. The article has been mounted

with white masking tape on a sheet of
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his dentist’s stationery. The headline
reads: STUDIES DENTISTRY AT PENN AND
HUMAN NATURE AS A WAITER—YOUNG
ROMANIAN, DESPITE HANDICAP, ACHIEVES
HIGHEST SCHOLASTIC AVERAGE IN CLASS.
Across the bottom of the fifty-year-old
article, a classmate had written:
“You’rc all right, Kremer. We all know
you're good. The trouble is you know it,
too.” The dentist is very proud of his
classmate’s observation.

After graduation, Kremer returned
to New York and established a prac-
tice on Manhattan’s West Side. He paid
a boy a few dollars each month to place
an orange card in West Side mailboxes.
The card announced:

Good Teeth are an Asset to Goad
Health
Good Looks and Good Breath
If You Are Afraid of Pain and Want a
Gentle Dentist
Come and See Dr. C.H. Kremer
The Neighborhood’s Surgeon Dentist
Open 9 A.M. to 9 P.M.
Sundays by Appointment

“You got to work hard to make mon-
ey,” Kremer explains. “My wife would
say, ‘Take it easy, Charlie,) but she
never knew anything. I'd put in ten,
twelve hours a day and Sundays, too.
I made good money, all right. You
know, Charlie Kremer just had to go
out and make it big.”

When the dentist returned to Ro-
mania in 1947, he found that his family
in Braila had survived the war. And
they found that their young son had be-
come & middle-aged man, an American
who had “made it big.” Tall (six two)
and rather stocky, he dressed in fresh-
ly pressed white shirts, accompanied
by suits and ties. His face had filled
out, but his jaw remained firm. His
hair had turned a soft, even grey and
he brushed it straight back, as was the
fashion. It was an impressive appear-
ance; one was always aware of the
dentist’s presence.

After a week in Braila, Kremer went
to Bucharest for a series of secret meet-
ings to discuss plans for getting Ro-
mania’s surviving Jews to Israel or the
United States. The meetings with Jew-
ish leaders continued for nearly two
weeks, and at least once a day Kremer
heard mecn describe how they watched,
helpless, as their wives or children or
friends were slaughtered by the Iron
Guard legionnaires. And whenever the
Guardists were discussed, one name

- was uttered like a curse—Viorel Trifa.

“Whatever happened to that bas-
tard?” Kremer asked. “Has he been
killed, or is he rotting in jail?”

No, he was told. No one knew what
had become of Trifa. Perhaps he had
been killed in the war. Perhaps he had
escaped to South America. He just
seemed to have disappeared.

The grey farmhouse on the two-hun-
dred-acre estate in Grass Lake, Michi-
gan, was surrounded by shouting men.
Rocks crashed through windows. In the

house, someone tried to call for help,

but the telephone lines had been cut.

At least one hundred men crowded
the fine green lawns stretching from
the road to the house. Some were just

.

observers, up from Detroit to celebrate
July 4, 1952, with a day in the country.
But there had been & lot of drinking
and the mixture of aleohol and the sun
made the crowd resticss and aggressive.
A chant rose in the air, a tough, loud
cadence: "Com -mu-nists . . . Com-mu-
nists.

Directly in front of the house was
an even more menacing group of ap-
proximately thirty men; these were
neither drunk nor merely restless. They
had planned the assault on the Vatra
as if it were a military cperation: first
the cutting of the phone lincs, then the
barrage of rocks, and then the final

" push—the seizure of the estate. Many

of these men had, in fact, been trained

. as soldiers twenty years carlier in Ro-

i

mania, where they had fought with the
Iron Guard.

The former Guardists, some bran-
dishing broom handles, advanced teward
the house. A priest's new Buick in their
path was an easy target—windows
were smashed, tires slashed. Another
volley of rocks struck the house.

Inside, Bishop Moldovan and his
priests began to panic. Father Oprean,
a short man with a long grey beard, be-
lieved that no one would attack a
priest. In his black cassock, a cross
hanging from his neck, he walked out
onto the front porch and raised his
arms, appealing for quiet. “Fellow
Christians,” he began. He was dragged
from the porch, clutched by the beard,
and flung like a child’s toy into the
crowd. Attackers surrounded him,
pushing, punching and kicking until he
fell. Father Oprean lay dazed, his black
cassock spread on the green grass.

Bishop Moldovan had no choice. If a
battle were to be fought, he decided, it
weuld have to be waged in an American
court. He surrendered the estate to the
priests and supporters of ~ Valerian
Trifa.

The attack on the Vatra had begun
over a canonical dispute rooted in cold-
war politics. Since the start of World
War II, the American Romanian dio-
cese had been without a bishop. Then,
in 1950, the Romanian patriarchate
summoned Andrei Moldovan, a priest
from Akron, Ohio, to Bucharest, where
he was consecrated bishop of the Amer-
ican diocese. The newly honored Mol-
dovan took up residence at the estate
in Grass Lake.

But in the 1950's, one word symbol-
ized the entire un-American and foreign
threat: Communism. Bishop Moldovan
had been appointed by a Communist
government, and since church and state
were not firmly separated in the minds
of many Romanian-Americans, Moldo-
van, too, was suspect. Like many immi-
grants and first-generation citizens,
these Midwest Romanians were eager
to establish roots, to become part of
their new American hometown culture.
It would not do to have a bishop who
might reflect badly on their patriotism.

. Viorel Trifa, a layman with many
friends, was chosen to oppose Moldo-
van, to be the “non-Communist” bishop.
On Independence Day, 1952, when his
militant supporters seized the Vatra,
the future of the Iron Guard in Ameri-
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ca scemed assured.

For five years, fo!lowmg “his return
from Romania in 1947, Dr. Charles
Kremer had becn fascinated by the
myvsterious disappearance of Viorel
Trifa. Then, only a few months before
the July 4 attack on the Vatra, the
mystery was solved.

In the winter of 1952, in New York,
two clerics addressed the executive
committee of the United Romanian
Jews of America. Father Glicherie Mo-
raru explained that they had come to
appeal for help. A dissident faction of
the Romanian Orthodox Church, Mo-
raru said, was trying to appoint a lay-
man as bashop. “a wanderer and here-
tic who had never as much as served
as an altar boy.” But under canonical
law only - the patriarch in Romania

. eould anoint bishops.

“But why come to us?” a wvoice in-
terrupted. “We're Jews. What do we
know from bishops and canonical law?"”

The other clerie, Bishop Moldovan,
was clearly agitated. “We thought the
identity of this impostor bishop might
interest your group. We thought you
might like to know that this man ecan-

not return to Romania because he faces

life imprisonment, that he served as a
commandant during the Iron Guard re-
volt when thousands of Jews were
slaughtered. This bishop’s name is
Viorel Trifa.”

Dr. Charles Kremer was sitting in
the back of the room. “I heard that
name and I thought, oh, boy! I've got
him. Trifa is finally caught,” Kremer
recalls, “I was excited something ter-
rific!”

Kremer’s excitement was not shared.
The members of the executive commit-
tee—lawyers, doctors, the owner of a
dry-goods store, a pocketbook manufac-
turer—did not want to get involved.
This was church business, they pro-
tested. And there was another argu-
ment, unspoken but perhaps more in-
fluential. The American government
had allowed this Trifa to enter asa dis-
placed person. There must have been a
reason. If a Jewish group were sudden-
ly to challenge the government,
wouldi’t that make all Jews seem some-
how unpatriotie?

A vote was taken: should the organi-

‘zation formally protest Trifa’s presence
-in the United States? The United Ro-

manian Jews of America voted nineteen
to one not to protest.
Kremer stormed from

the' room.

. _They're nothing but a bunch of scared

old men, he told himself as he waited
for the subway. The hell with ’‘em.
Charlie Kremer can do it all by him-
self.

By the time he reached his apartment
at West End Avenue and Seventy-sec-
ond Street, he had made the decision
that would dominate the rest of his life.
Charliec Kremer would personally force
Trifa’s deportation from the United
States!

He found no support .at the Anti-
Defamation League or at the American
Jewish Congress. Don't rock the hoat,
they told him. America has been good
to the Jews. Leave well enough alone.
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Each time the dentist was told not to
interfere, he became more determined
to prove these practical elders wrong.
During the next months, he wrote let-
ters and made phone calls to several
hundred members of the United Ro-
manian Jews of America. The cam-
paign worked: Dr. C.H. Kremer was
elected president of the organization.
And with the title came the benefit he
most wanted—the stationery. This for-

“mal letterhead, Kremer believed, would

command immediate political attention;

elected officials would respond imme-

diately to a vociferous Jewish-interest
group. The dentist was wrong. He
wrote letters to the President of the
United States, the Vice-President and
most of the cabinet. When he received
only vague responses thanking him “for
your interest,” he wrote to Senators,
congressmen and mayors. The replies
were generally the same; his letters
concerning Trifa would be forwarded
to the Immigration and Naturalization
Service. And when Kremer wrote the
I.N.S.,, he was merely informed that
““the matter would be looked into.”
Then, on April 23, 1952, Kremer re-
ceived a call from a Romanian priest,
There was more news of the plan to
make Trifa a bishop. In just four days,
Trifa would be consecrated. His sup-
porters had devised an ingenious strat-
egy to challenge the Romanian-desig-
nated—and therefore “Communist”—
Bishop Moldovan. Trifa was to be
ancinted by the archbishop of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the ccele-
siastical logic being that the laying on
of hands by a prince of another Ortho-

dox church would legitimize the con- "

secration.

Kremer immediately sent a telegram
of protest to the immigration service.
Two days later there was a response:
“, .. 1 regret that your request that we
intercede to prevent the consecration of
Mr. Trifa as a. bl"hop cannot be
granted. . ..

“T felt Ilke that'bastard Trifa was
laughing at me,” the dentist remembers.
“Here I was beating my head against
the wall and that bastard was now in
bishop’s clothing. Think of lt‘ They let
him become a bishop!”

Kremer’s concern with Trifa, a man
he had never met, became total. He
would cancel appointments with pa-
tients, telling them, “Go away, I've got
work to do.” The work was writing let-
ters. He wrote to columnists, editors,
and church officials. He made frequent
calls to Detroit Jewish groups, who kept
him informed of Trifa’s every move; if

the bishop traveled to a church parish.

in Ohio, the editor of the local newspa-
per would be sure to receive a letter
about “mass murderer Viorel Trifa.”

After two years of letter writing, the
dentist had received only one positive
response. On February 3, 1953, the New
York Yiddish daily, The Duy, reported,
“One of the worst Romanian Nazis and
Jew-baiters who helped to murder six
thousand Jews in Romania is at this
time a bishop in America.”

No one else seemed to be interested.
But the dentist would not give up.
“They say they need evidence. I'll give

them evidence, all right,” he announced.
“Nobody can do what Charlie Kremer
cam do. Nobody laughs at Charlie
Kremer.” ) .

In 1954, Kremer abandoned his prac-
tice, sold his dental equipment and
went abroad. He was then fifty-seven
and some of his friends thought he had
given-up, that he was going to Europe
and then to Israel to retire. They were
wrong. “I went abroad,” the dentist re-
members, “with only one thought—to

. get evidence on that bastard Trifa. 1

wanted to make sure Charlie Kremer
had the last laugh.”

While Kremer traveled in a-small car
through Romania and then Israel, Va-
lerian Trifa solidified his position as
bishop until he controlled an episcopate
with forty-six churches, mostly in Ohio,
and ten thousand parishioners. .
The Vatra, which his supporters had

taken by force, was now legally his; -

Bishop Moldovan's challenges had been
defeated. An Ohio district court, reach-
ing its decision in the midst of the
McCarthy era, decided that “The . . .
Communistic government of Romania
. . . was dictating appointment of its
bishop [Moldovan] and [the American
diocese] was entitled to revoke its 1936
bylaws and .
[Trifal.”

As a blshop and fierce anti-Commu-
nist who had fled his native land sup-
posedly to escape Red oppression, Trifa
moved in influential circles throughout
cold-war America. He made broadcasts
over Radio Frece Europe to Romania,
broadcasts he bragged were arranged
by his good friend J. Edgar Hoover.
He sat on daises with the governor of
Michigan and he was pictured in news-
papers shaking hands with a smllmg
Hubert Humphrey.

On Wednesday, May 11, 1955, Bishop

Trifa had the honor of offering the .-

opening prayer before the United States

‘Senate: “Almighty God, who hast made
America trustee of priceless human’

liberty and dignity, look down from
Heaven upon Thy servants now pres-
ent before Thee, and bless them, that
they may remember in their discussions

and decisions Romania and all the op- -

pressed nations who are still longing
for ‘a government by the people, and
for the people.'”

Bishop Trifa's presence had been re-
quested by Vice-President Richard M.
Nixon.

It was no political accident, Charlie
Kremer thought when he heard about
it, that Richard Nixon had invited Trifa

to the Senate. It seemed more than co-

incidental that the Vice-President had
a history of involvement with another

Iron Guardist who had also immigrated -

to America—Nicolae Malaxa.
In June, 1941,
tried, in absentia, in Romania, he was
identified as “commandant of the stu-
dent Iron Guard corps; he has orga-
nized this corps and supplied it with
arms.” Another trial held that same
month identified Trifa's source for the

tanks, guns and munitions used in the -

revolt and pogrom. The source was

. elect its own bishop

when Viorel Trifa was




Nicolae Malaxa, the wealthiest man in
Romania, if not in all Eastern Europe.

During the 1930’s, Malaxa had in-
vested a sizable loan from the Ro-
manian government, intended for his
locomotive factories, into other. indus-
tries. By 1939, he had purchased con-
trolling interests in numerous steel,

rubber, munition and artillery facto--

ries; the next decade’s profits, he had
realized, were to be earned from guns,
not butter.

Malaxa was not just a businessman.
He was also a force'in Romanian poli-
tics, an agent who conspired actively
with the Nazis and the Iron Guard. In
1936, in Berlin, he met with Reichs-
marshal Hermann Goering and the two
men parted as business partners. This
personal agreement was formalized by
the 1940 Wohlstadt pact, which inte-
grated Malaxa’s industries with Ger-
many’s.

Malaxa was more successful in busi-
-ness, however, than in polities, and
when the Guardist revolt failed, he was
jailed by the Antonescu government. He
remained in jail for only six months,
after which Romanian officials, under
pressure from the Nazis, began re-
turning his industrial properties. By
April,
had been restored.

The war over, Malaxa schemed to
emigrate to the United States. On Sep-
tember 29, 1946, he arrived in New
York as part of a Romanian govern-
ment trade mission, and in 1948 he ap-
plied formally, under the. Displaced
Persons Act, for permanent residence
in the United States. For the next ten
years Malaxa would fight a legal batt!e
to remain in America.

His first step was to claim millions
of dollars that had been deposited be-
fore the war in the Chase Mational
Bank in the name of one of his cor-
porations. These funds had been frozen
as enemy assets during the war by
John Pehle of the Treasury depart-
ment. John Pehle had since returned to
private practice, and Malaxa hired the
law firm of Pehle and Loesser to arzue
his case. Pehle and Malaxa won.

Ugo Carusi was United States immi-
gration commissioner when Malaxa
first attempted to enter as a displaced
person. When Carusi resigned his job,
Malaxa hired him. Other government
officials and their associates were re-
cruited to assist in Malaxa’s legal suits:
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles’
law firm of Sullivan and Cromwell;
Coudert Brothers, Air Force Secretary
Thomas K. Finletter’s law firm; and
the law firm of former undersecretary
of State Adolph A. Berle, who testified
on Malaxa’s behalf before a congres-
sional subcommittee on immigration.

The briefs of these lawyers, however,
were no match for the vivid eyewitness
testimony of Iron Guard atrocities that
was offered at every immigration hear-
ing. Malaxa next tried privilege. In
1951, the junior Senator from Califor-
nia, Richard Nixon, supported a pri-
vate biil that would allow Malaxa to
remain permanently in the United
States. Congressman Emanuel Celler,
head of the House Immigration Com-
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1945, all of Malaxa’s holdings

mittee, said later, “l saw something
suspicious about the bill. The bill was
never passed.”

Nevertheless, this was not the end
of Nixon's involvement wilh Malaxa.

In May, 1951, at the height of the
Korean war when all industry was un-
der wartime control, Malaxa organized
the Western Tube Corporation. The

company, of which he was treasurer and

sole stock owner—a thousand dollars’
worth—planned to manufacture seam-
less -tubes for oil refining. Although
most such manufacturing was done.in
the East, Malaxa’s plan was to con-
struct facilitics on the West Coast, near
the California oil fields. It had taken
him five years in the Uniied States to
locate what he insisted was the perfect
site for new industry, a small town east
of Los Angeles—Whittier, California.
For Malaxa’s purposes, the site was
perfeet. It was, coincidentally, the
hometown of Senator Richard Nixon.

Western Tube’s California address
was 607 Bank of America Building,
Whittier. This was also the address of
the law firm of Bewley, Kroop & Nixon.
Throughout his Senate career, Nixon’s
name remained part of the firm’s, and
Nixon used the office on his vacations
in California. Bewley was Thomas
Bewley, Nixon’s longtime friend and a
director of Western Tube. Herman L.
Perry, the vice-president of Western
Tube, was a Nixon political supporter,
the “family friend” Pat Nixon credited
as the man who “got Dick to oppose
Congressman Jerry Voorhis.”

On May 17, 1951, the Western Tube
Corporation filed for a certificate of
necessity: which would give top wartime
priority to its materials and personnel.
The company also filed a petition seek-
ing “first-preference quota” for its
treasurer, Nicolae Malaxa, on the
grounds that he was indispensable to
the operation of Western Tube.

Senator Nixon telephoned I.N.S. com-
missioner James Hennessy’s executive
assistant to plead for Malaxa’s perma-
nent entry. And a letter, marked ur-
gent, from Nixon to the defense pro-
duction administrator insisted, “It is
important strategically and economical-
ly, both for California and the entire
United States, that -a plant for -the
manufacture of seamless tubing for oil
wells be erected. . . . Urge that every
consideration it may merit be given to
the pending application.”

Both appeals were successful. The
application for Western Tube was
quickly approved and on September 26,
1053, under a special first-preference
petition, Malaxa was admitted from
Canada as a permanent resident.

Nothing further was ever done to

‘make Western Tube a reality. Neither

Malaxa nor Nixon nor any of the cor-
poration’s other sponsors ever again
concerned themselves with the company.

A little more than a year after he
became 2 permanent resident, Malaxa
traveled to Argentina. In Buenos Aires,
according to the C.IA., he met with
Otto Skorzeny, the Nazi parachutist
who had rescued Mussolini from his
jailers after Il Duce's downfall in the
summer of 1943. Skorzeny had re-

"Charlie Kremer put it together,

mained a close associate of other Ro-
manian exiles, including Sima, the head
of the [ron Guard.

Ten months later, when he attempted
to reenter the United States, Malaxa
was once more challenged by the ILN.S.
In 1958, after two years in the court-
room, his deportation was ordered. Ma-
laxa appealed the decision and won.
Another Nixon friend, U.S. Attorney
General William Rogers, affirmed the
Immigration Appeals Board’s ruling.

But Dr. Charles Kremer was con-
cerned only with Valerian Trifa, Had
Nixon actually spoken to the immigra-
tion authorities on Trifa's behalf as he
had done for Malaxa? Had Malaxa first
introduced Nixon to the bishop? Krem-
er’s imagination raced. Had Malaxa
made sizable tax-deductible contribu-
tions to Trifa’s episcopate, money
which Trifa could use to help “priests”
immigrate to the United States? Had
Malaxa met with Skorzeny in Buenos
Aires to discuss “engineering business”
as he' claimed, or Guardist business?
Was Skorzeny relaying instructions
from Horia Sima, now living in luxury

in Madrid, to Malaxa? Was this a con- .

ference of Guardist leaders to establish
policy?
* These guestions and suspicions tor-
mented the dentist. “Nixon, Hoover,
Malaxa, Trifa—why did all those gonifs
just happen to get together? Sure, you
could give a shmeer here and there, but
not until the Western Tube affair did
I really believe you could buy Senators!
But I figured out what had happened.
all
right. If anyone wants to call Charlie
Kremer crazy, that's their problem.”

Kremer’s theory was incredible:
Sima, Malaxa and Trifa, planners of
the Iron Guard revolt in 1941, had nev-
er given up their dream. Malaxa had
bought and used U.S. officials to insure
his and Trifa’s safety. And Trifa now
would direct the primary mission—the
restoration of the Iron Guard in Amer-
ica.

So, in 1954, Charlie Kremer departed
for Europe. He would spend two years

there and in Israel, sifting the past for -

the evidence which would destroy Va-
lerian Trifa’s plans.

The dentist returned to New York in
1956 and carefully organized his evi-
dence. Each document was alphabet-
ized; when he reached the twenty-
seventh, he simply began numbering
what he called his “exhibits.”
were eighty-eight of them, each me-
ticulously labeled and included on a
master index. Here was the ammuni-
tion, he believed, that would shoot
down Trifa.

The United Romanian Jews of Amer-
ica, -however, had elected new leader-
ship while Kremer was away. “They
told me they were no longer interested
in Trifa. I told them that’s fine with
me. Charlie Kremer isn’t a joiner any-
way. Charlie Kremer is a founder.” In
the fall of 1957, the dentist started his
own group, the Romanian Jewish Fed-
eration of America Ine. Dr. C.H. Krem-
er was its president and, at ﬁrst, its
only member. .
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Under the new letterhead, the den-
tist mailed Xerox copies of his cighty-
eight exhibits Lo the President, the Seec-
retary of State, immigration officials,
Romanian Christian socisties, the forty-
six parishes in Trifa’s episcopate, New
York and Michigan congressmen, the
mayors of Detroit and Grass Lake, and

- any newspaper he thought should be

interested.
“Then I waited. I said any day now,

Charlie Kremer, you'll be reading about

the government kicking that bastard
out. I really had terrific stuff.”

The *“terrific stuff” had. not come
easily. In Romania, Kremer had spent
weeks searching through newspaper
morgues. In Bucharest he found news-
clips that reported Trifa’s speeches and
there were many photographs of the
twenty-six-year-old commandant in his
Iron Guard uniform. “I looked at those
pictures and [ said, oh, boy, Charlie
Kremer, let Trifa now tell people he
was never in the Iron Guard.” And
there were anti-Semitic proclamations
signed by Trifa that had been published
in the Iron Guard newspapers Buna
Vestine and Porcuna Vremei.

Photographs, though, would not satis-
fy him. Kremer wanted witnesses. Tak-
ing names from court records, he
gsearched for other members of the
Iron Guard who had served with Trifa.
“Certainly he was in the Iron Guard,”

" said Traian Boeru, a friend of Trifa

the student leader. Other legionnaires,
some of whom had spent up to fifteen
yvears in prison for their participation
in the 1941 revolt, found the question
ridieulous. “They looked at me like I
was crazy,” remembered Kremer, “It
was like asking an Ameriean if F.D.R.
had been our President.”” Kremer ques-
tioned these men without animosity, un-
concerned with their crimes. His fixa-
tion on one man was complete.

It was more difficult to find people
who would implicate Trifa directly in
killing Jews.

“Everyone [ spoke with said, ‘Go to
Israel. You'll find Romanian Jews there
who will remember Trifa.’ So I went.”

In Israel, Kremer found the wit-

'nesses he was looking for.

Mareu Iosif told Kremer about his
imprisonment, in 1940, in Iron Guard
headquarters with other Jews who had
been rounded up from the Ploesti syna-
gogue. The jail had been inspected by
an Iron Guard party headed by Sima
and Trifa, and losif remembered that,
following the inspection, nine Jews
were taken to the forest and shot.

“] was doing by then fatigue duties
imposed on the detainees and I heard
all the telephone calls being made in
the name of or behalf of Comrade
Trifa,” Iosif told the dentist. “It was
he who approved the deals, money
against freedom, as well as the plunder
being done by the special squads of the
Iron Guard.”

In Tel Aviv, Kremer met Rabbi
Hersh Guttman, an old man with a
long silver beard. The rabbi spoke slow-
ly but without hesitation intc Kremer’s
tape recorder:

“Trifa. I will never forget that man.
He destroyed my life.

e e N ey M A AL B P b Mt M it e bt e e el e e

“It was January, 1941, The legwﬂ-
naires were masters of our country. .

“A group of legionnaires broke mto
my house in the dark of night and ar-

rested me and my sons. They brought

us together with some hundreds of
Jews. They beat us until our blood ran
like a stream and late in the afterncon
they took us to Jilava foresi and shot
us two by two.

“l shouted, ‘Shema Yisrael,” and I felt
that my sons were dead. 1 stayed with
them the whole night covered with
snow and my blood mixed with the
blood of my sons.” ’

The rabbi, though badly wounded, re- -

coverad, and when the war was over he
emigrated to Tel Aviv, where he estab-
lished a small synagogue named for his
two dead sons. “Put Trifa hehind bars,”
the rabbi told Kremer. “My heart won’t
be quieted, but my conscience will be
satisfied.”

Often, during the years to come, the
dentist played and replayed the rabbi’s
tape, fascinated by the resignation in
the old man’s voice. The tone was flat
and steady, the Yiddish quiet and con-
trolled. Rabbi Guttman was beyond
hate. Listening, the dentist heard a
warning. This is what it sounded like
to lose. Guttman was not a survivor;
he was another vietim murdered in the
forest. Each time he heard the tape,
Kremer swore to himself that he would
not lose; Trifa would pay for his
crimes.

The dentist thought h1s e:ghty-elcrht

exhibits would guarantee victory. He.

was wrong.

Almost all of the government officials
who had received Kremer's exhibits had
forwarded them to the immigration
service. And immigration officers in
Washington, New York and Detroit had
replied to the dentist. T‘ne responses
were identical: '

“Subsequent to Bishop Trifa’s entry
into the United States, charges against
him were received by this service. An
extensive investigation of all such
charges was thereafter conducted over
a period of years. Although the in-
quiries were exhaustive in scope and
nature, they failed to establish any
ground upon which Bishop Trifa might
be removed from the United States.”

It made no sense to the dentist. “Ex-
haustive? Extensive? The hell they
were. Those bastards were believing
every lie Trifa told them. Didn't they

care? Something was fishy. Just for

being in - the Iron Guard, that was
enough to be excluded from citizenship.
The law was as simple as that. And
certainly Charlie Kremer had at least
proven that Trifa was_in the Iron

Guard! I realized that the immigration

people were involved in one of the
greatest cover-ups of all time!”

For more than ten years, the eighty- -

eight exhibits remained in the filing
cabinet in the dentist’s office, the cabi-
net with a human skull on top. During
those years Dr. Kremer continued to
write letters, to gather more evidence.
He had no way of knowing that the
one piece of evidence he needed to com-
plete his case was in the crypt of the
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, just

two miles from his New York home,

Constantin Antonovici worked davs and
nights in a dark, forty-foot-high room
bencath the main floor of the great
gothic Cathedral of St. John the Divine.

Mostly Antonovici sculpted owls—in
bronze, marble and aluminum. He ere-
ated sleeping owls, owls on pedestals,
owls in relief, baby owls, owl queens
and owl princesses.

The owl seemed an appropriate sym-
bol for Antonovici. There was truly
something owlish about the short old
man, something hidden and mysterious.
Constantin Antonovici had isolated him-
self in this dim stone crypt—ihe cham-
ber had been designed as a tomb—be-

.cause of the burden of his secret knowl-

edge.

When Antonoviei emigrated from
Romania to America in the early 1950’s,
he thought he had finally succceded in
blotting out Trifa and the war; it was
only an accident that forced the sculp-
tor to confront the past. He was work-
ing in New York when, in late 1956, a
call came from the Romanian Orthodox
cpiscopate in Michigan offering him a
commission for two wood sculptures. It
was not surprising that they sought
Antonovici; he was a sculptor of inter-
national reputation. And he was an
Orthodox Christian, eager to create art
for his church. )

In the bitter north Michigan winter,
Antonovici arrived at the two-hundred-
acre Vatra. He asked immediately to
meet the bishop who had approved his
commission, wanting to thank him and
to hear his comments on the sculptor’s
plan to decorate the structure with
Romanian folk-art symbols. “You will
meet everyone at the evening meal,” ex-
plained the priest who showed him to
his room in the large main house, .

Many of the priests were already
seated when Antonovici entered the
dining room that evening, but the bish-

*. op had not yet arrived. At the long

wooden table the sculptor conversed
with the priest to his right about the
winter beauty of the Michigan country-
side. There was something familiar,
something disturbing, about the pricst’s
face. He was tired from his journey
Antonovici decided; his fatigued mind
was playing tricks. Then he noticed an-
other priest across the table and was
certain he recognized him. His mind
was not deceiving hxm What was hap-
pening?

The room became respectfully silent
and Bishop Valerian Trifa took his
seat at the head of the table. Antono-
viei wanted to run from the room.

“Welcomme to the Vatra, Constantin
Antonovici,” said the smiling bishop.

Antonoviei could only stare and nod.
This was the man he had seen sixteen
years ago dressed in Iron Guard uni-
form, the legionnaire who had entered
a Bucharest jail cell only moments be-
fore the Jewish prisoners had been
shot. He was positive now that the two
priests he had recognized were also
Guardists, members of the same legion-

‘naire group.

Durmg the next few months Antono—
viei did his work and avoided the bish-
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op. He considered telling someone about
Trifa, but who? Who would care? It
had happened long ago in another coun-
try. And the sculptor was terrified,
sure that if these men recognized him,
he would be killed.

On the night of May 13, 1957, how-
ever, at the party celebrating the bish-
op’s citizenship, the wine overcame his
fear. “Are you .not worried that some-
day your past will catch up with you?”
he asked Trifa. "‘But the bishop had
. showed no concern.

By summer, Antonovici’'s work at
the Vatra was completed, and he re-
turned to New York to his studio un-
der St. John's cathedral. Consumed by
what he knew, he felt confused. These
were the very men who had forced him
to flee Romania. Now, sixteen years
later, he felt as if he were escaping
again.

Not long after his arrival in Amer-
ica, Antonovici had sculpted an intri-
‘cate white-marble tomb for William
Manning, tenth bishop of New York.
The work had been enthusiastically re-
ceived, so much so that he had been
given the basement studio at St. John's,
It was a spacious room, dark and cold
as moist stone, its walls reaching forty
feet to a vaulted red-brick ceiling, The
sculptor had deliberately made it even
darker by muting the two hanging light
bulbs with aluminum-foil shades. The
only effective color in the room was
from his work: the high gleaming pol-
ish of the aluminum, marble and steel
owls, all displayed on wooden shelves.
Since he worked.nights and days, he
kept a cot in a corner of the studio.
Across the room, on a fragile card ta-
ble, was a hot plate and his usual clut-
ter of necessities: loaves of white
bread, aspirin bottles, containers of
milk, Sanka, crumbled paper towels, a
few slices of toast kept fresh in a
plastic bag. Here he worked—dressed
always in sandals, a brown beret, and

“the world of art,” he had

a long,- soiled smock—hoping to finish
his career in peace, keeping his secret.

Once Antonovici had grander plans.
“A young artist is overwhelmed by .

grand drezms of glory, of conguering

After graduation from the Academy
of Fine Arts of Yasi, Romania, in
1939, he resolved to continue his studies
at the Paris studio of the Romanian
master sculptor Constantin Brancusi. It
was an ambition that would take him
eight years to fulfill.

During the Iron Guard revolt of
1941, Antonovici was arrested., He es-
caped and fled to Zagreb, Yugoslavia,
where the sculptor Ivan Mestrovic had
a studio. In Zagreb the gestapo arrest-
ed him. He was taken to Belgrade,
where he spent six months in a prison
cell, unwilling to be released on condi-
tion that he go to the front. Finally he
was sent to Vienna, where the gestapo
was more lenient. Though he was forced
to register at the police station every
morning, he was allowed to enroll at
the Academy of Fine Arts.

It was 1947 before Antonovici
reached Paris and Brancusi. The mas-
ter was now seventy-one years old and
crotchety, but he accepted his fellow
Romanian as a pupil. Before he died in
1957, Brancusi named Antonovici as his
only protege. s

In 1951, glad to leave a Europe that
he associated with wars, murder and
imprisonment, Antonovici came to
America, determined that for the rest
of his life he would concern himself
only with art. But the chance commis-
sion in Michigan abruptly brought back
the past. Troubled, brooding, he worked
harder than ever, trying to forget, and
for thirteen years he kept his secret.

Then, in April, 1970, he was in his
studio resting after a morning of chip-
ping marble, when he read an artiele in
a Romanian-language newspaper about
a Manhattan dentist who was accusing

w (\?
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Bishop Valerian Trifa of being an Iron

Guardist. Still in his smock, the sculp-
tor ran through the cathedral and out

into the street to find a telephone. On_

the corner of Convent Avenue he
found one and called Dr. Charles
Kremer. : .

The sculptor and the dentist did not
get  along. Antonovici, a soft-spoken
European gentleman, the.sort of .man
who kisses a lady’s hand when being
introduced, found Kremer overly ag-
gressive. “He likes to insult every-
body,” Antonovici says. “I tell him,
“You are not polite. You are a dentist.
You should act- different.” I go to a
meeting with him and he tells people
to shut up- He acts like a- man who is
not educated.”

Still, Kremer and Antonovici made
an alliance. “I told him,” says Kremer,
“that between the two of us we could
get Trifa cold.” :

The two men wrote a new series of
letters and sought support from Jewish
and Romanian organizations. Kremer

now had an eighty-ninth exhibit—the

testimony of Constantin Antonovici:

“During the revolt in January 20,

1941, 1 was eating in a restaurant in
Bucharest when I was arrested by the
Iron Guard. They came at me like wild
beasts and brought me to a cell in the
basement of the Iron Guard headquar-
ters. From my cell I heard sobbing. I
asked the guard what was the trouble
and he answered me, ‘Those are Jews
who will soon be shot.’

“At this police headquarters there
was an officer named Ilie Stanga with
whom I was a friend from the time I
was a student at Yasi. Through the
guard I send him a note. After fifteen
minutes, four policemen appeared in
my cell saying that Officer Stanga
wants me in his office.

“While I

Guard men appeared at the entrance.
I recognized them and quickly covered
my face so they would not recognize
me. The. policeman who was leading
me said to the others, ‘The comman-
dant has come to liquidate the Jews.’
They mentioned the names of Trifa,
Talnaru and Acrivu, When they arrived
at the first cell, I heard them order the
guards to open it. Immediately I heard
a few pistol shots being fired and cries
from the people being killed. I had not
reached the end of the corridor before
I heard more begging and shots in the
next cell. My guards said,
kill all the Jews who are in these cells.’
Another added, ‘Poor men; they are

. not guilty.” Another answered ironical-

ly, ‘You heard what Trifa ordered. Ei-
ther we are victorious or we die.” The
policemen laughed.”

Kremer was certain that his eighty-
ninth exhibit would force the govern-
ment to prosecute. “When I have you
give your testimony in a courtroom,”
he told Antonovici, “your frlend the
blshop will shit'in his pants.”

During the years that- precedéﬁ An-

tonovici's meeting with Kremer, years
in which the dentist incessantly wrote
letters and the sculptor worked in si-

was walking down the
corridor of the cellblock three Iron

‘They will
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lence on his owls, Bishop Valerian Trifa
had also been busy. The results of his
labor appeared in two apparently in-
nocuous photographs published in the
1971 issue of Solia, a journal of Trifa’s
episcopate.

There was a picture of a monument
in Spain surrounded by smiling men.

The monument had been erected to-

honor Mota and Marin, two Romanian
Iron Guardists who had been killed
fighting for Franco’s Nationalists dur-
ing the Spanish Civil War. Among the
proud men photographed a year earlier
was Horia Sima, leader of the 1941
Iron Guard revolt. The caption beneath
the picture noted that the forty-six
parishes in Bishop Valerian Trifa’s
episcopate had made substantial con-
tributions toward building the monu-
ment.

In the same issue of Solia was a pho-
tograph of the pamch:al eouncil of the
St. Nicholas parish in Detroit, a church
directly controlled by Bishop Trifa. It
was a photograph Antonovici and
Kremer studied very carefully. Among
the councilmen were:

© The Reverend Dumitru Mihaescu,
a member of the Iron Guard who had
been convicted in absentia by the Ro-
manian government in 1941, Mihaescu
had been living in Brazil when Trifa
ordered him to America and had him
ordained a priest.

" @ Dumitru Longu, another Guardist,
a major contributor to Iron Guard jour-
nals published in America and Spain,
who today lives .just outside Detroit in
Windsor, Ontario.

o Mircea Banciu, the man in charge
of distributing Iron Guard material
throughout the United States,

e Chirila Ciuntu, perhaps the most
important figure in the worldwide
resurrection of the Iron Guard. As
treasurer of the American legionnaires,
he personally delivered American con-
tributions to Horia Sima in Spain. In
1841, in Romania, Ciuntu was sen-
tenced to death for crimes committed
as an assistant to the Guardist police

inspector. When Trifa became a bishop, .

he emigrated from Argentina to Wind-
sor, Ontario. (Ciuntu, a steelworker,
said recently, “Sure I see Sima in Ma-
drid. We are friends. What do I do in
Spain? I buy books, anti-Communist
books. We find that Jews are Commu-
nists. We find that everywhere we live
the Jews are trouble.”)
- @ QOctavian Rosu.
naire sentenced
manian government, Rosu escaped to
Germany, where he helped organize the
Romanian National Army, which zided
the Nazis. At the request of Bishop
Trifa, in 1969, he emigrated from
Rome to Detroit.

The Iron Guard nest in Detroit, how-
ever, was only one of many controlled
by Trifa. From Europe and South
America, he had ordered eight key
Guardists to the United States. Though
they were without theological training,

Another legion-

- Trifa had them ordained as priests.

These priests now direct other nests in
Detroit, Philadelphia,
New York. (Therc are other Guardist
nests in South America, with which
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more credit cards—satisfaction guaran-
teed—see coupon.
SPORTSTER—Cardcase and billfold,
for hip or shirt pocket. $690 <

CLASSIC—Hip pocket wallet, has a
section for money and one for notes plus
two hidden compartments, $790

EXECUTIVE-Hip or coat wallet
with a stacking rack for credit cards
and a 3%4”x 5” picture window. $859

PINCRAFT CORPORATION Dept. E3

16 N. Mentor Ave., Pasadena, CA 91106 .

O.K., [ want to try a thinner, lighter,
more durable Oxford Nylon wallet. How-
ever, | can return the wallet for any rea-
son, within 31 days after receipt, for
prompt refund of my money.

Give yourself a 10% discount when or-
dering 3 or more. Put the model letter S,
G, or E, and quantity after the color(s)

you want Black Brown
- Dark Green Tan
Navy Blue Burgundy

Add $2.40 for each with embroidered
initials sewn in gold O silverO
Name (print) _ :
Address

Zip

Enclosed checkO) cashD Master ChargeD)
money order O Carte Blanche[d DinersTd
Card
Card expires_________
Signature.

Include gift box O

in 1941 by the Ro-

Cleveland and

FASHION LOCATOR

The fashions editorially featured in this issue can be purchased at

the following retail stores. This list is not intended to be a complete

shopper’s guide. If certain items have no store lisied, or no store

listed for your community, we have included the address of the man-
- ufacturers. A note or call should get you the name of alocal store. -

PAGES 118.119

COATS:
Ralph Lauren for the Topper Collection
(345 7th Ave., N.Y.C. 10001)

sCw York : New York Ciiy—Bergdorf- Goodman

|  SWEATERS: .
Jaeger (1407 Broadiway, N.Y.C. 10018)

LOUISIANA : New Orleans—Rubenstein Bros.;
wEw York: New York City—Barney's;
PENNSYLVANIA Philadei‘phia—cimtab
PAGES 120-121
OVERTOPS:
Geoffrey Beene, 1
(550 ?th Are., N.Y C. 10018)
LoUISIANA: New Orleans—Ruabenstein Bros.
PANTS:
Calvin Klein
(205 W. 391h St., N.Y.C. 10018)
D.C.: Garfinckel's; New York: New York City
—Bergdorl-Goodman
SWEATERS:-
Geoffecy Beene, Ine.
(550 7th Ave., N.Y.C. 10018)
Mark of the Lion
(205 W. 39th 51, N.¥.C. 10018)
sussourt: Kansas City—Hall’s Crown Center

PAGES 122.123

JUMPSUITS:
Alice Blaine (109 W, 38th S1., N.Y.C. 10018)
ox10: Cleveland—The May Co
Barbara Dulien for Workwear of America
(1441 Broadway, N.Y.C, 10018)

PAGES 124.125
ACCESSORIES:

Coach Leather
(516 W. 34th 5t., N.Y.C. 10001)
D.C.: Britches of Georgetowne; CEORGIA:
Atlanta—Britches of Georgetowne, Muse's;
LouIsIANA: New Orleans—Rubenstein Broa.;

SoUTH CAROLINA: Greenville—Gordon’s Mens .

ear

OVERTOPS:
Pendleton (489 5th Ave., N.Y.C. 10017)
CALIFORNIA : Buena Park—Dob's Men Shop;
Santa Monica—Campbell's; Npiana:
Vinceanes—Alberts ; New Yonk : Riverhead—
Edward Archer; New York City—Barney's:
ORLAHOMA ¢ Tulsa—Renberg’s ; WASHINGTON:
Richland—Dawson-Richards

PANTS:
Polo by Ralph Lauren
(40 W.56th S51., N.Y.C. 10019)
D.C.: Britches of Georgetowne; CEOGGIA:
Atlanta—Muse's, Britches of Ceorgetowne;
LoulsiaNA: New Orleans—Rubenstein Bros.;
NEW YORK: New York City—Bergdorf-
Goodman ; PENNsYLVANIA: Philadelphio—
Dimensions

OVERTOPS:
Evelyn de Jonge (533 Tth Ave., N.Y.C. 10018)

SHIRTS:
Gant Shirtmakers (639 5th Ave. N.Y.C.10022)
caLirorNiA: Corona Del Mar—Pat Marley's;
D.C.: Britches of Georgetowne, Garfinckel's;
ceoiciA: Atlanta—Britches of Georgetowne;
LoutsiaNa: New Orleans—Ruhbenstein Bros.;
NEw YoRrk : New York City—Bloomingdale's -
Men's Store, Barney's

Bean (Freeport, Maine 04033)
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Trifa communicates through Stelian
Stanicel, once secretary general for the
Bucharest police department, convicted
in 1941 by the Romanian government
for Guardist activity. Stanicel is now
a United States citizen, working in a
travel agency and living in Detroit.)
By the time Dr. Charles Kremer had
collected his eighty-ninth exhibit, the
testimony of Constantin Antonoviei,
more than thirty convicted Guardists
had immigrated to the United States

.and joined nests under the direct con-

trol of Bishop Valerian Trifa.

George Roman, a former parochial-
council president of a Trifa church, has
described meetings of his nest in De-
troit: I attend many of these meetings.
We repeat oaths of allegiance to Horia
Sima. We salute the commandcr of the
nest with Hitlerite salute. We distrib-
ute all kinds of literature. You know,
anti-Semitic stuff. And we get copies of
the legionnaire paper from Spain to
give out at church. We also give out
copies of Dium—The Way, an Ameri-
can Guardist paper. At every meeting
we collect money for Sima in Spain. |
personally brought three thousand dol-

_ lars collected at two meetings to Chir-

ila Ciuntu in Windsor. Mostly, though,
we talk about how we can't wait till
we get the orders to return to Romania
and push the Communists out. That is
the day we still dream about—the day
the Iron Guard can return to Romania.”

Dr. Charles Kremer now had trouble
typing letters. Two years had passed
since he and Antonovici had met. Krem-
er was in his seventies and his eyes
were failing, but he told the sculptor,
“We can’t stop now. With you I got
something terrific. I'm certain the gov-
ernment is going to give in.”

The dentist got friends to type for
him. He would hand them long letters
drafted in a tight, almost undecipher-

able script, and when they questioned .

a word he would shout, “What's the
matter with you? We haven’t got for-
ever. 1f you can’t read, you shouldn’t
offer to help.” Every week new letters
went out to the immigration service,
to politicians, to newspapers.

The replies he received in 1972 were
much like those he had received in
1962, Ten years of letters had not im-
pressed the government. “I'd read
what they sent,” Kremer says, “about
the extensive inquiries they had done,
and I'd know they were full of shit. It
was a cover-up pure and simple. I had
given them the names of witnesses.
How many had they interviewed? None!

And had they questioned Antonovieci? .

No! Charlie Kremer knows when some-

thing is rotten, and believe me the im-

migration service is rotten!”

Now his letters were no longer civil.
A ‘letter to I.N.S. associate commis-
sioner James F. Greene conveys the
dentist’s style: :

“Don’t you think that my presenta-
tion containing eighty-nine exhibits,
running into many hundreds of pages,
deserves a written answer, and at least

a show of interest on your part? Why -

don't you delegate a person in either
Washington or New York City to ex-
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amine and discuss my file and thus give
me an opportunity to compare my file
with vours? THIS HAS NEVER
BEEN DONE—WHY? .

“I cannot help but be frustrated that
since April 26, 1952 . . . 1 have re-
ceived the same lack of cooperation.”

James F. Greene’s response was also
typical: “This service had considered
every scrap of information and evidence

in this case and had concluded that

n

there was insufficient evidence. . . .

Kremer despaired. Nevertheless, he
sent letters every week.

On March 23, 1972, a response from
Lowell R. Palmes, assistant director for
citizenship, Detroit, almost convinced
the dentist to give up. Palmes’ letter
referred to the request Kremer had
made five years earlier for-a copy of
Bishop Trifa’s testimony at his natural-
ization hearing. It had taken the gov-
ernment five years to discover that: “At
the time of the naturalization hearing
oral testimony was taken, and there
was no record made of the testimony
give'n.”-

Sidney Freed, the Detroit district
I.N.S. examiner, had simply decided it
was not necessary to follow normal
practice and make a transcript of
Trifa's testimony. At his hearing Trifa
denied being in the Iron Guard and
making anti-Semitic speeches. “There
was no reason not to believe the bish-
op,” Freed had said.

The dentist was furious. If Tnfa. had
bought the entire ‘immigration service,
he thought, how was Charlie Kremer to
fight that? He stopped sending letters.
For wecks he sat at home, beginning to
feel, he remembers, “almost like a sev-
enty-vear-old man.”

And then a friend in Detroit mailed
Kremer a front-page article from the
Detroit Free Press, written by Hiley
Ward, then the paper's religion editor.
Ward, who had received one of Krem-
er’s letters, along with copies of his
eighty-nine exhibits, had driven out to
the Vatra and interviewed the bishop.
He got quite a story; though Trifa de-
nied he had ever killed anyone—"neither
Christian nor Jew”—he admitted, for

‘the first time, to membership in the

Iron Guard.

“l always believed in the old Reo-
manian proverb, ‘Every bird dies by his
tongue,”” Charlie Kremer says. “And
now I knew Trifa had finaily been

-caught by his.”

On September 28, 1973, thirty—two
years after he had circled Trifa’s name
in red on the dispatch from the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, Kremer received a
letter from Charles Gordon, general
counsel of the immigration service. Gor-
don. had seen copies of letters the den-
tist had sent Henry Kissinger and the
Attorney General. “This office will con-
duct a new investigation into the mat-
ter,” Gordon wrote, “giving full con-
smerataon to all material submitted by
you.”

“I couldn’t believe my eyes,” Kremer
says. “A new investigation! I read and
rercad that sentence. It was unbeliev-
able, but I knew all along I would win!
You know Charlie Kremer—once he
makes up his mind, he can do any-

thing!” )
Six months later, however, the ser- -

vice had still not interviewed any of the
witnesses. Kremer went to Washington
to confront Gordon.

He had dressed carefully for the
meeting—a white shirt, a tie, a freshly
pressed suit. During the train ride, he
told himself over and over: Don't lose
your temper, Charlie Kremer. Don't
lose your temper.

In the general counsel’s office in the
immigration building, Gordon was
friendly and Kremer was respectful.
Gordon promised the investigation
would begin soon.

“You got to contact these people
right away,” Kremer insisted. “They’re

‘not young fellows.”

“We haven't been asleep,” Gordon re-
plied.

“Well,” said Dr. Kremer, “I haven’t
slept for thirty years.” - :

In the comfortable living room of the
Vatra, Bishop Valerian Trifa sits for
an interview. The bishop is angry. “It
is a plot against me,” he.shouts. “I am
the victim of a Communist plot!”

A short, bald man of sixty-two,
wounded and fragile, he sits hunched
over, lost in the folds of his black vest-
ment. His voice is strong, however. It
is obvious that he does not like to be
questioned; his words hang like icicles
in the air.

“Yes,” he says. “I wore the Iron
Guard uniform.” But he still denies

ever killing anyone. “Never! Never!”

he shouts.

Asked about his 1941 trial, he erupts
again: “Lics, Communist lies!” Asked
about his Guardist priests, he becomes
enraged: “The Communists are spread-
ing those stories!”

Now, like a pouting child, he cuts
short the interview. With his large, bald
head and dark-rimmed glasses he re-
sembles the cartoon character Mr. Ma-
goo. “I will not talk about specific inci-
dents. This is not the time or the place.
I'm not ashamed of my past at all. For

those circumstances and in that time I-

think that I didn’t have any other al-
ternative but to do what I thought right
for the interests of the Romanian
people.”

The time and place for specifics,
however, is approaching. On May 186,
1975, the U.S. attorney in Detroit filed
a complaint instituting proceedings “to

revoke and set aside the order of the:
court admitting Bishop Trifa to citizen-.

ship and to cancel his certificate of

* naturalization on the grounds that the

order and certificate were illegally pro-
cured . . . by the concealment of ma-
terial fact and . . . misrepresentation.”

Trifa’s episcopate will provide him
with a legal defense. In its official state-
ment, the episcopate’s department of
public rclations blamed the charges on
“Romanian Communists” who “sought
allies among the Jews and found one
dentist in New York by the name of
Charles Kremer.”

Trifa's lnwyer. John J. Sibisan of

Cleveland, promises a denial of all*’

charges. His strategy, as reported in
the Detroit papers, will be to argue that
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the government knew of Trifa’s Iron
Guard past when they granted him
citizenship. This argument is grounded
in legal precedent: a 1957 deportation
order was overturned when it was
proved that the government had known
of the defendant’s criminal past at the
time it granted him citizenship. The
man in the 1957 case, to which Trifa’s
is compared, was Mafia don Albert
Anastasia.

Trifa’'s case has still mot come to
trial, nor has a date been set. Despite
the probability that the case could drag
on for many years, the government
seems in no hurry to enter the court-
room. And even if the government wins,
and if a time-consuming appeal is de-
nied, Trifa can still remain free in
America; the government will have to
initiate a separate proceeding for de-
portation.

Now that the charges against Trifa
have been made public, Constantin An-
tonovici lives in fear. Already he is
convinced that he has received a warn-
ing.

He was walking near the Cathedral
‘of St. John the Divine at dinnertime
one recent summer night when he was
grabbed from behind by a black man.
“He didn’t want money,” the sculptor
says. “He just wanted to hurt me. He
punched me and kicked me and then
he took my glasses and erushed them
into my face. The glass could have
gone in my eye and blinded me. Think

of it! What good is a blind sculptor.”

Antonovici is certain the black man
was hired by the Iron Guard. And he
reccives phone calls, he says, from
Guardists who vow they will kill him.
He is afraid to leave his studio; the
cerypt has now become another cell.

He has a copy of the Bolun News, a
paper published in New York by a
Guardist sympathizer who works as a
doorman. Of Kremer the paper says:
“His hate against everyone who tries
to defend himself against the Jewish
take-over is well-known. This is a clas-
sic tactic of Jewry.” But the paper's
fiercest rage is against Antonoviei. “It
is inadmissible for a good Christian to
throw so many lies on another Chris-
tian.” The sculptor has underlined the
last lines of the article: “We shall
never forget them, let them be sure,
And the punishment they deserve will
hit them when they feel most secure.”

Not long after the U.S. attorney filed
suit against Trifa, Dr. Charles Kremer,
now almost eighty, began gathering
exhibits for a new case.

While he was in Bucharest in 1971,
seeking a transcript of the Romanian
government'’s case against Trifa, a car
struck the one in which the dentist was
riding. The door flew open, and Kremer
tumbled into the street, injuring his
back and leg. The driver of that car
that had struck Kremer's was Valentin
Ceausescu, son of the president of
Romania.
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Four years after the injury, Kremer
began a campaign to recover from the
Romanian government “$55,000 in med-
ical care and lost income caused by the
accident.”

Once more the dentist began dictating
letters to the President, the cabinet,
Senators, congressmen, his entire list.
When the State Department did not
reply, he wrote to Henry Kissinger:

“I do not consider this an appropri-
ate help for our citizens in need.

“] am an experienced victim of such
handling by the American establish-
ment's bureaucraey.

“] am not only tired but thoroughly
disgusted and purely revolted at the
manner in which an American citizen's
pleas...”

The Romaniar embassy said the case
was closed and the claims were “un-
founded.” The State Department ex-
plained that it “would not be useful to
pursue the matter further.”

But Charlie Kremer, the experienced
vietim, refuses to give up. So far he
has collected eighteen exhibits.

“I sent them some terrific stuff,” the
dentist says. “X rays, letters from doc-
tors—and they refused to look at them!
It’s another Trifa. It's just one more
cover-up! They think they can get away

. with this, but Charlie Kremer won't let

them! Charlic Kremer got Trifa when
everyone said forget it. Charlie Krem-
er's going to win this case, too! When
Charlie Kremer makes up his mind,
nothing can stop him!”
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Meet the editors and publishers!
Learn how dirt pays off!
Find out where we go from here!
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ETEST

They came, they saw,

they couldn’t find the theater.
An exclusive journal about that
immortal band of funny people.

Y I

IF YOU ARE RESTLESS,
CURIOUS, AND
BORED SILLY...
| HAVE WE GOT
SOME HOBBIES FOR YOU!

Learn where you can go across the country

to cultivate a skill and better use your leisure hours:
fly-fishing, rodeo-riding, cake-decorating,

and scores of others.
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The Right Rev. Zolian Beky, D.D.
National President
American-Hungarian Federation
3216 New Mexico Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C, 20016

Your Excellency and dear Brother-in-Christ: -  * - -

1 am addressing this letter to you in your capecity es
Pregident of the American- Hungarian Federation and
Spiritual Leader of your people.

The Congressional Record, newspaper accounts, and certzain
public manifestations indicate that you end some of your
people are engaged in a campaign for human rights in
Romania, specifically human rights for the 1,619,000 people
constituting the Hungarian minority in that country.

‘The National Congress of The Romanian Oithodox
Episcopate of America, assembled in Grass Lake, Michigan
between July 2-5, 1976, taking note of this ection of our
American - Hungarian co-citizens, has expressed understanding
and even sympathy for your concern on this subject.

We agree that the Socialistic Republic of Romania, as 2
Soviet Union satellite, in flagrant disregard of the wishes of its
own people, is ruled by a Communistic regime which denies
citizens of Romania the free exercise of human rights as
embodied in the United Nations Charter.

We are aware that the Commumstu: government of

Bucharest has not implemented the defined principles of the

Helsinki Agreement on European Security. -

We know also that the Communistic regime in Romanis, in
spite of some links with the Free World, is one of the most
oppressive dictatorships, even eompnred with other
Communistic countries,

As American citizens we abhor dictatorship of whatever
form and in whatever country. We would have no reservation

in joining you to make this known to America and the free.

World. As a matter of fact, this was and is the constant policy
fo our American - Romanian organizations.

However, we cannot hide the feeling that the justified
campaign initiated by you has, voluntarily or involuntarily,
touched the subject of past relations between the Hungarian
and. Romanian peoples. Reading the paid sdvertisements in
the American newspapers and the editorials in the American -
Hungarian magazines published in this country, one gets the
impression that the main purpose of the cument
manifestations is to revive the ‘““Transylvania Question™ and
the past centuries of, regretably, often tense relations between
the Hungarians and the Romanians. One of those publications
openly asks, “That Erdely - Tmnsylvania be reunited with its
Mother - Country, Hungary!”

This is equal to saying that a large majority of Transylvania’s
Romanian population be incorporated in Hungarian borders.

We could point out with abundant documentation the fate
of the Romanian population in Transylvanis at the time that it
was under the administration of the Hungarian minority in the

framework of the Austro - Hungarian Empire. However, this is
not our purpose. We know that history never turns back and

that the universally accepted principle of independence and

Vol - e— g b

national self - determination of all peoples has settled the -

“Transylvania Question” once and for all.

SOLIA -
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We know slso that there is no inclination or desire in the
heart of Romanians to fight the Hungariane, As a matter of

" fact, when tragedy befell the heroic freedom- fighters
! struggling to liberate Hungary from Communistic oppresssion

~ in 1956, the peaceful feeling of the people prevented even the
" Communistic government of Romania trom joining the
" invaders.

Humanly and geographically, Hungarians and Romanians are
brothers and neighbors. Both our Mother- Countries ere
deprived of liberty, independence and the right of self -
government. Neither of the two countries is ruled by

" represcentative leadership, and both are at the discretion of the

Soviet armies.

" The Hungarians living in Transylvania have a right to
equality and to protection against discrimination. Transylvania

- is their God-given home. That circumstances beyond the

control of the Romanian people have put them on the losing
side of human rights is true. But the Romanians living in
Transylvania and all Romania have the same fate. One does
not need to be of Hungarian ancestry to suffer the oppression

_ of a Godless government. It is enough to be ahuman being to
suffer.

If you permit me a personal eonfeaaion, I was bom in
Transylvania, and my family remained there. My father, my
mother, and my sister have been taken from their home in

. Cimpeni, County of Alba, and moved with what they could

carry in their hands to an unfamiliar and arrid location close to
the Danube, in Baragan. They lived there in hardship and
misery for 10 years. My mother died there, and when my
father was finally permitted to return home, he found only the

-empty walls of a house. My parents were not Hungarians.

Incidentally, the Security agents supervising them were
Communists of Hungarian ancestry.

It should also be mentioned that the eagerness to stir up
.Hnngamns ggainst Romanians, and Romanians against

Hungarians, smells of a familiar tactic known to everyone
living in that area. In centuries past and in our own times, the
Great Powers have played the peoples of Eastern Europe one
against another, thus paving their way for economic
domination, political control, and territorial annexations. It
would be a twist of history and a disgrace if we, Americans of
Romanian and Hungarian ancestry.‘whb-_have been blessed to
live here and to celebrate thz Bicentennial Anniversary of our
adopted country, will be wiling to play that game and so
contribute to the ensalvement and eventual total annihilation
of our brethren at home and eventually our Mother-
Countries.

Trusting that this would not be the case, I have taken the

liberty to address you as a brother, and to greet you in the
Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.

. +Valerian D, Trifa
Bishop of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
. of America

POZITIA GUVERNULUI AMERICAN

Pe tema Transilvaniei i a campaniei de revizionism unguresc
s"a scris in toatd presa romaneasci din lumea libera si se pot
scrie sute de articole §i pagini.

Fapt riméine ci o seami de organizatii unguresti au agitat §i
agitd aceastd chestiune, folosind mai ales audierile Congresului
i Senatului American in legiturd cu reinoirea acordului

comerical care s3 acord¢" si pe mai departe tratament favorabil - ... -

Romaniei.

OCTOBER, 1976

Este iaragi un fapt ¢3 guvernul comunist dela Bucuresti, pe
cat este de ingrijorat de atmosfera nefavorabild care ar putea
rezulta din campania ungureasci, pe atat este de zelos ca si
foloseasca aceastd ocazie pentru a solidariza simtimintcle
romanesti din fard i din lumea liberd cu regl.mul de astazi din
tara. -

Cunoscind aceste lucruri nu socotim de folos ca si mai
insistdm asupra subicctului, insi credem, de interes pentru
cetitorii nogtri ca 53 indicim pozitia Departamentului de Stat
exprimatd intr'o scrisoare a domnului Robert J. McCloskey
catre Senatorul James L. Buckley din New York si pe care o
reproducem mai jos.

Dear Senator Buckley:

Thank you for your inquiry of July 22 which forwarded
letters from Father John Toconita and Bishop Valerian Trifa
concerning the issue of the Hungarian minority living in
Romania. 1 had written to you on May 14 of this year and

forwarded a report prepared by the American Embassy in

Bucharest regarding this question.

As 1 noted in my earlier letter, the Romanian Government

imposes on the people of Romania certain restrictions on'

civil liberties such as travel, freedom of assembly, freedom of
speech, and of religious - pracuccwhlchb'chstcrn standards are
excessive. Bishop Trifa's letter to his Hungarian- American
colleague addresses this issue and also points out that
restrictions on certain rights are applicable to both ethnic
Romanians and Hungarians living within Romania.

Bishop Trifa asserts that raising this issue of the Hungarian
minority in Romania may have as its main purpose the revival
of the issue of Transylvania. He cautions against permitting the
“Great Powers” to raise this issue in a manner which would
play off Romanian against Hungarian and contribute to
worsening the status of both peoples in their homeland.

The Department of State is in no position to comment on
the motivation of the persons or groups which have raised the
issue of the treatment of the Hungarian minority in Romania.
We have no evidence that their motive is anything other than

to promote the well-being of the Hungarian minority in this =

area. The position of the United States on the specific issue of

control of Transylvania is well known. Since 1918 when -

Transylvania became part of Romania, the United States has
indicated support for its incorporation into Romania including
in the 1947 Treaty of Peace with Romania. We do not now
support any changg in the status of Transylvania which would
detach this area in whole or in part from Romania.

I would like to reiterate my comment from my earlier letter
indicating that the United States will continue to advocate
respect for human rights, and will not hesitate to continue to
speak out in this regard on appropriate occassons wnh all
governments, including that of Romania.

Sincerely yours,

Robert J. McCloskey
Assistant Secretary for
Congressional Relations
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The Ameriéan Jewish Committee

Date 11/16/76

FROM: RABBI A. JAMES RUDIN

TO: Rahbi Marc Tanenhaim

For approval

XX For: your informétion
Please handle
Read and return
Returned as requested
Telephone me
Your comments, please

REMARKS :

Please note especially page 59
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Jewish Challenge

At the NCC

Would the National Council of Churches
seat Governor George Wallace if the
United Methodist Church sent him as
one of its delegates to the governing
board? Such a question preoccupied the
board at its fall meeting in New York City
while it was trying to pass a raft of pre-
election political announcements.

The United Methodists have not cho-

" sen to name the controversial Alabama

governor to the NCC board, but his name
came up as an example while the policy-
making body agonized over the problem
of a member who has been accused of
World War II crimes in Romania. Arch-
bishop Valerian Trifa of the Orthodox
Church in America, the accused, was not
present at the meeting last month, but

- Jewish youths who charge him with “‘rit-

ual slaughter” of Jews and Christians
were there in force. They occupied the
platform in the Roosevelt Hotel's ball-
room during a lunch break, and when
members returned a shouting match en-
sued between NCC president William P.
Thompson, various members of the
board, visitors, and the young Jews. The
afternoon business was delayed for more
thanan hour, but the protesters finally left
after they were assured that the matter
would be put on the board agenda.

The assignment of considering how in-
clusive—or exclusive—the NCC should
be was given to the board's credentials
committee. Two days later, just before
adjournment, it came back with a report
that did not gain easy acceptance. The

ensuing debate found Thompson taking

the unusual step of leaving the chair and
speaking from the floor. He defended the
report, which stated that member com-
munions alone can determine who repre-
sents them on the board. He added that,
as a lawyer, he had to assume the Ortho-
dox prelate was innocent until proven
guilty. Further, he warned, anyattempt to
drop Trifa would be an “outright affront™
to a member denomination.

“‘We challenge anything else,” replied
board member Arie R. Brouwer of the
Reformed Church in America. “*Why not

this?”" The council’s moral authority is at
stake, he declared, and he moved to send
the whole report back to the committee.

Bringing the issue into sharp focus was
clergyman William R. Johnson, Ir., of the
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.
He said he “couldn’t sit here” if such
arch-segregationists of the last decade as
Lester Maddox and George Wallace were
sent by member communions. Thompson
replied that amendment of the constitu-
tion was the way to accomplish any fur-
ther restriction of board membership
(which already must meet quotas for laity
as well as clergy, women, youth, and eth-
nic representation).

Most objectionable to some members
of the board was a recommendation at the
end of the credentials report. It stated
that under the constitution the body had
no “‘authority to judge the alleged activi-
ties of Archbishop Valerian nor to chal-
lenge the decision of our constituent com-
munion to name him as a member of its
delegation.”™ Instead of sending the whole

report back to the committee, the board |
finally dropped the recommendation sec-

tion and “received” the committee's re- |

port of its findings. One attempt to sus-
pend the Orthodox prelate pending an
investigation was ruled out of order.
Thompson told reporters after the
meeting that he had known of the charges
against the archbishop for many years but
that the allegations had not been dis-
cussed in any meeting of the NCC execu-
tive committee or board before this ses-
sion. He suggested that the reason the
NCC has not paid much attention to the
charges is that Trifa's denomination con-
siders his record unblemished and that his
Romanian archdiocese supports him.
The council president said that neither
he nor anyone else in the NCC’s leader-
ship knew of plans for the Jewish protest.
He was informed of the platform takeover
during the lunch break while he and Gen-
eral Secretary Claire Randall were dis-
cussing the afternoon agenda. A young
rabbi who was the principal spokesman
for the group conferred with Thompson

- during the recess and, according to the

NCC president, agreed to withdraw the
protesters if Thompson would permit him
to speak 1o the board for five minutes.
The agreement crumbled, however, when
the demonstrators remained on the plat-
form after Thompson's return. He de-
clared an extension of the noon recess,
but most members stayed to hear the
heated discussion.

Among the exchanges on the floor dur-
ing the stormy session was one between
the rabbi, Avraham Weiss, and black
board members who had been in the fore-
front of demonstrations in the 1960s. The
rabbi was asked if he had ever expressed
his concern in writing to the NCC. He
invoked the name of the late Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., in response, noting that the

BINGO, SCOURGE OF TEXAS ECUMENISM

Close to $20 billion will be spent this year
in legal gambling, according to research-
ers (up from the $17.3 billion a University
of Michigan survey says was spent in
1974), with an estimated three out of five
American adults—90 million people—
plunking down money in pursuit of Lady
Luck. (Another $5 billion or so will be
spent in illegal gambling, the experts say.)

Of this amount, nearly 32 billion will be
spent on bingo games. Although it is con-
sidered gambling and is therefore illegal
in many states, bingo has flourished
among Catholic churches, fraternal orga-
nizations, fire-house socials, and the
like—and the authorities have chosen to
look the other way.

Battle lines are being drawn in Texas,
where a court recently ruled that bingo is
illegal. Police in predominantly Catholic
San Antonio say they will enforce the
ruling, an announcement hailed by Bap-

tist leaders. Inner<ity Catholics, how-
ever, warned that the move will deprive
their parishes of a chief source of support,
and residents of senior citizens' homes
are protesting the elimination of what
they call their “only source of recrea-
tion.” Several legislators say they may
seek special legislation to exempt
churches and charities from the law, a
move certain to be opposed by the Bap-
tists.

Baptists, who generally have an anti-
gambling stance, and Catholics have
clashed on the issue elsewhere in the
state. Dallas police, urged on by the Bap-
tists, began a crackdown in Feburary,
prompting Catholic bishop Thomas
Tschoepe to ask the faithful to comply
with the law. (Bingo sponsorship is a fel-
ony under the lottery laws and carries
a prison sentence of from two to ten
years.)

———




THE WORLD'S MOST
UHDERSTAHDABLE BIBLE

. Trenslatedby Gleason H. Ledyard

Uses a controlled vocabulary of 850
words ® All difficult Biblical words
are broken down into simple
meaningful phrases ®* Uses one
meaning for each word ®* Uses short
. sentences ® Thoroughly checked by
Greek scholars ® Endorsed by most
denominations and missions ®
Appreciated by new Christians ®
Enjoyed by all ages—{rom 8 to 88
® Includes phrase and word list ®
Attractive cover * Reasonably
priced

{edd 354 for postage and kandling)

COMPANION BOOKS
for the
NEW LIFE 'I'ESTAMEHT

} new I.IFE"_'

Toan smnm—

' DICTIONA RY:

I -—---l—rl_

$2.25 $1.76

These NEW LIFE Bible study aids
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the Testament. The NEW LIFE
HANDBOOK contains studies of
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and Demons, Man, Sin, Church, and
Last Things. It is useful as a training
manual and for personal Bible study.
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famous black leader had had to “go be-
yond the agenda” sometimes to get timely
action. Some of the blacks angrily re-
jected Weiss's identification of his tactics
with those of King. They urged the Jewish
leader to work through the NCC chan-
nels.

A semblance of order was restored
about forty-five minutes after the sched-
uled start of the afternoon session, and
Thompson recognized Sterling Cary, his
predecessor, to make a motion about the
Trifa matter. During discussion of the
Cary motion a former executive of the
American Jewish Committee, writer
Gerald Strober, sought permission to
speak to the board. Thompson refused to
recognize him and had his microphone
disconnected when Strober continued to
speak. Strober, as he was leaving the
floor, said to Cary, “‘Let’s go back to the
sixties. n

The demonstrators finally left after the
board voted to refer the matter to its cre-
dentials committee. Board members got
back to their other business after they had
stood for a prayer for the holocaust dead
led by the rabbi.

When the credentials report came back
two days later, the current observer from
the American Jewish Committee, Rabbi
James Rudin, sought recognition.
Thompson refused to give him the floor,
but the board voted unanimously to allow
him to speak. He called the report “'mor-
ally flawed" and promised a campaign by
his organization to “explain™ the NCC
action.

A formal statement issued later by the
American Jewish Committee said Trifa’s
continuing presence on the NCC roster
“will seriously compromise the moral
credibility of the National Council.” Ru-
din and Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum, the
committee’s national interreligious-af-
fairs director, said the least the board
could have done would be 10 suspend the
Orthodox prelate.

Many of the board members left New
York with the conviction that the problem
had not been solved. They were right. In
the week following their meeting the Jew-
ish youths appeared at the NCC general
secretary’s office to demand more action.
After an all-afternoon occupation of the
Interchurch Center’s eighth floor, they
left with a promise that more consider-
ation would be given to the question at an
upcoming meeting of the council’s senior
staff.

Trifa, meanwhile, was at home in
Michigan preparing his defense for a new
set of hearings in federal court. The Jus-
tice Department has charged him with
lying to immigration authorities about his
relation to the anti-Semitic lron Guard
organization during the war. Ifitis proven
that he was a commandant of the organi-
zation responsible for atrocities, as
charged, he could lose his U. S. citizen-
ship. Orthodox Church authorities con-

Adultery...

it happens in

the best of
families

Tempied
By Love

by Joan Thomas

The excitement of an

illicit relationship is a strong temp-
tation to many . .
effect topples thousands of homes
each year. Many people involved in
such affairs actually wish they could
resist.

. and the bitter

Tempted By Love was

written for those people, their
spouses, their friends, their pastors
and counselors. In a 6-week series of
daily readings it helps people sort
out those confused feelings which
prevent them from living in accord
with what they know is right. Each
week of readings sensitively explores
one aspect of adultery; defining the
situation as one requiring rescue;
forcing the reader to think honestly
through common rationalizations;
and requiring him/ her to look at the
situation with a detached, clinical
point of view.

Tempted By Love is a

beginning—a starting point. And for
many, it will lead to a refreshing re-
newal of the marriage vow.

JoanThomas

TEMPTED
BY

1653-3, .
paper, $1.65
at your
bookstore
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Something Good

Has Happened
to Death

- No other subject deserves a more scriptural

understanding than that of death, yet many
Christians face it with mixed emotions.

When we are touched by the death of a
believing friend or relative, should we weep,
should we rejoice, or both? What shall we do if
our feelings seem to be getting the better of us?
What Biblical facts provide good news regarding
a believer’s death?

Rev. Sam C. Patterson, President of Reformed
Seminary, answers these questions (and many
more) in a twelve page booklet entitled

“Something Good Has Happened To Death.”

Please return the coupon below for your free
copy of this inspiring message by Mr. Patterson.

Reformead
Theological
Seminary

. .committed to the dynamic
union of the doctrinal
strength of the Reformed
Faith with the warmth of
Evangelistic passion.

ADDRESS

cITY STATE ZIP

Reformed Theological Seminary
5422 Clinton Boulevard Jackson, Mississippi 39209

tend that he has been cleared of the alle-
gations by various responsible govern-
ment agencies and that the current drive
is a “trial by press” to discredit him.

The Romanian cleric, who became a
bishop after coming to America, has at-
tended only one meeting of the NCC
board in the last three years. Some vet-
eran board members remember his par-
ticipation in earlier years, but many of the
newer members have never met him.

The New York meetiog, one of the live-
liest in several years. was also the best
attended in about three years. Some 190
(out of 250) board members attended or
sent proxies.

With national elections less than a
month away. the board concentrated on
some of the campaign issues. It ad-
dressed a letter to the presidential candi-
dates. calling for a commitment to a “just
and sustainable global society.” The doc-
ument reviews NCC positions on a vari-
ety of subjects. including unemployment,
nuclear energy. and human rights abroad.

The board also received an “open letter

‘to North American Christians™ from a

group of Latin Americans who wanted it
publicized before the presidential elec-

| tions. It covered a wide range of social

and diplomatic issues. The NCC reply
thanked the Latins for raising *“‘the au-
thentic and key issues impacting the rela-
tions between our nations and peoples.™

The NCC policy-makers passed one
resolution supporting the “forces of liber-
ation” in Southern Africa and warning
against “*diplomatic overtures of any non-
African governments™ to resolve the con-
flicts there. Another resolution asked the
United States not to recognize the Trans-
ket (first of the black **homelands™ to be
granted independence by South Africa)
and to press for dismantling of all the
Bantustans.

In other actions the board:

e Learned that the Interreligious
Foundation for Community Organization
(IFCO) had formally become a part of the
NCC. IFCO was one of the groups
founded in the late sixties to answer black
demands for “reparations.”

e Asked for tighter government con-
trols on nuclear materials at home and
overseas.

e Addressed a Ietter of commendation
to the *Peace People™ of Northern Ire-
land and Ireland.

e Urged the United States to normal-
ize diplomatic relations with Viet Nam.

e Called for a more active U. S.rolein
seeking a change in Korean sovemmem
policies.

e Launched a new campaign agams:
capital punishment.

e Warned against government efforts
to define “church™ and “'religion™ for tax
purposes.

e Endorsed a California referendum
proposition regarding farm labor.

ARTHUR H. MATTHEWS
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST

OFFICE MEMORANDUM @ IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
10  Interested Colleagues pate: October 19, 1976

ppom ¢ Ann Patrick Ware

SUBJECT:

Frienis,

T find myself having to miss what must bo the first cebinet meeting I have ever missed
and on a day when a crisis in Jewish-ihristian relations is on the agenda. Since I
cannot be present to speak for myself and siunce this is a matter of longztime and major
importance to me, I want to ret three things ofi my chest: first, a comment on the
action of the Governing Board last week; second, some observations ahout the Zouncil's
previous statements; and third, my own hope about the future.

I am frankly dismayed by several thinzs which haorened at the Governing Board meeting.
I am dismayed, first of all, that a matter of such zonsejuence was referred to the
Credentials Committee instead of to the Executive Committee, especially since a
relatively new and inexperienced committee chairperson expressed her reluctance to
deal with the subject. I am likewise dismayed that no voice vrevailed before that
referring action to indicate that this was not a matter to be settled routinely by

a standing committee with recourse to constitutional procedures. The gravity of the
acsusations merited at least an admission of the inadequacy of anv vrecedents within
the Council to deal with such a situation. :

As to the Credentials Committee Report itself, only eirkt lines of the sixty-nine
reckon with the crux of the vproblem, ~nd then in words that seem to me to trivialize
the anguish which the vewish community feels on this and related issues. The report
olaims that the "pain of the vewish people has been impressed on us again" (line 8).
One might ask for svidence that the Council has ever felt that pain. "We reaffirm
our solidarity with the Jewish people," the Report continues (lines 1C-11) with no
reference, nor indeed any record, of a previous affirmation. The loss of one-third
of 8l)l Jewish life in the world is referred to as "decimation.” European Jewry was
not "decimated" but destroyed, incinerated, murdered, annihilated. The languare of
the Report, despite the good intent that produced it, manifests a pervesive insensi-
tivity to any remote understendings of the lastine trauma which all Jews feel as a
result ol the Holocsust. I cannot even comment on the reliance on constitution and
by-laws as a response to a moral issue of such gravity. 3But I do not wish to be T
misunderstood. I do not think the chkoices of the Sovernine Board were only two,

either to condemn Archbishop Trifa (thouegh that was the demand of the demonstrators)

or to appeal to the NCC Constituticn (though thet was the decision of the Credentials
Committee). I am sugrestine that if, as a Council, we had more sensitivity in the

first place to this enormous hurt of the Jewish community, someone would have pointed

out that the horror of what was being alleged (a Nazi war criminal in our midst)

demanded time, reflection, investigntion and a unique approach.

Last week I examined all the policy statements and all the resolutions which the

Council has passed since its inception in 1851. Nowhere is there any mention of the
Holoocsust even obliquely, not in 1$67 when the Hunzarian Revolution is given es an instance
specisl emergency for refugees, nor in 1968 when Hitler's aggression is mentioned in
connection with U.S. peacekeepine responsibilities, nor in 1964 when Jewish-Christian
relations are discussed and antisemitism is disavowed, por again in 197Z when a

resolution on the slauphter in the Tel Aviv airport urged prayer for the victims'

families, for Isramel and its people, nor in 1968 when ccncern for Baptists in the

USSR was expressed and the repression of Jews also noted. Like the history books

-~




usod e&s texts in our schools, like the curriculum meterijels in our relirious educetion,
like the courses in Christien seminaries, and like the pulpits in our churches, the
Governing Board too has been silent on the subject of the Holocaust. In view of this
silence the Credentials Committee Report unfortunately makee a reference, tco facile
and too glib, to Jewish pain, to our solidarity and to our living with Jews in the
shadow of the Holocaust.

But perhaps sn opportumity now lies oven to us. I wait for the dsy (mar it be soont)
when the Christian Church under the leadership of the National Council of Churches
decides to lcok serinusly at the Holocaust not sclely as a Jewish experience but as a~-
cataclysmic event in Christian history; to look st the possibility of antisemitism in
our own selves; to look at the vhole question of Jewish-Christian relations as a

. fruitful field for regaining the Jewish dimensions of our faith and history; end to

look at Pharisaic Judaism as forerunner of the livinz faith which is Judaism in tha
world today.

P
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True Liberation

“I can do il things through Christ, who strengthens me.”
(®Phil. 4:13)

The greatest part of Great Lent is the opportunity it
presents to change our old selves into the person God intended
when He created us. It i8 much more serious than New Year’s
Day, that secular celebration when we make half-hearted
resolutions to change our way of living, knowing full well that
the intention is a mere gesture, a vague promise to pacify our
gnawing conscience.

In Great Lent, on the other hand, we are not alone in the
effort. The Holy Spirit in whose Name we were sealed into
Christ through the sacred mystery of Holy Chrismation is
helping us to convert what we are to what we are to be. God
wants us good, pure, holy and happy, so much more than we
do ourselves. Let us begin the Fast, then, joyful in knowing
that despite the difficulty in making a new person of ourselves,
“With God, all things are possible.”

Imagine you had fallen from a boat, fully dressed, into a
deep lake. Having descended quite deep into the water, you
began to surface; however, a sharp, prickly seaweed fastened
onto various parts of your clothing, preventing your ascent.
You would instinctively tear at each of the points which held
you fast, wrenching and ripping at the cloth, desperate to be
free before you drowned.

Lent is likewise a time for liberation. We want so desperately
to be freed of what holds us in a death-grip, so that we might
ascend to where God is, and share His everlasting life. We
cannot be content with enduring the barbs and hooks which
hold us fast. We have a wide variety of hooks that fasten us to
the life which leads downwards to death: the obvious, like
alcohol and other drugs; or, life styles that will take us to
destruction, prison, divorce or some form of escape from
society. Other hooks are more subtle, like the reasons why we
cannot be happy no matter what we do; hatred and
self-rejection, disgust with our lives and everybody around us.

Lent is the time when we muster the courage to look hard
outside ourselves and within, letting the light shine through,
ripping down the tacky, false facade we’ve wound all around

us to shut the world out. Easy? Not at all! In fact, if we could
do it alone we would have long ago; but the walls went up in
our lives precisely because- we disCovered-we couldn’t cope,
and so it was better to pgotect ourselves with some insulation.
If we commit ourselves to change, we are already proving our
feith in the Source of change; and it is important that we keep
reminding Him that we trust Him and we realize He is with us
and will lead us to the light.

How will you recognize what your “hook™ is? Just search
for the thing or things you simply cannot do without. It can
be as easy to see as the cigarette between your fingers, or as
subtle as some moments you choose to_run away from the
responsibilities of life. Nobody knows bi}t God and you, but
the beauty of the fulness of life can be yours, when He and
you work out your spiritual liberation together.

Fr. Vladimir Berzonsky

Showers of Blessing

I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be
showers of blessing. Ezekiel 34:26.

The above is what God spoke through the prophet Ezekiel,,
adding: ““And the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and
the earth shall yield its increase,” In the course of the year the
earth is sometimes dry, and the plants droop in the heat. Then
God sends refreshing rain, the plants stand up and yield their
fruit, and all nature sings praises to its Creator and Preserver.

God has enriched our lives also with the showers of spiritual
blessing. Into our life dark hours, black clouds, and sudden
showers will come. They are a part of God’s plan to take us

_away from the heat and burden of our own way to the cooling

shadow of His way.

Jesus declared, “In the world you have tribulation,” But He
is quick to add, “Be of good cheer, I have overcome the
(continued on page 2)




Pornography (continued from page 13)
instead of then satisfying these sexual passions, it merely
leaves the person hanging — often at an intense level of sexual
excitement — but without release, What is the frustrated
individual supposed to do then? Do such repeated experiences
free a person into sexual freedom or do they enslave a person
into sexual bondage; forcibly driving him to seek sexual
satisfaction, in whatever means possible; even contrary to his
will and often at the expense of innocent victims?

It is because I am for sex (in its proper place) that I am
against pornography. Let’s leave sex in its pure original form.
Sex is beautiful when it is used as God planned — in marriage
for pleasure and procreation — it is man who takes God’s
creation and pollutes, perverts and eventually destroys it.

Peter D. Schalin
LODGINGS FOR CHURCH CONGRESS

Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday

. July 1,2,3 and 4, 1977
We are publishing below the major lodging establishments
. available during the Episcopate Church Congress. Each year
many problems and misunderstanding arise because a2 number
of our delegates, visitors and guests fail to make their lodging
reservation early. The Jackson area motels are overcrowded
during the Fourth of July weekend.

Therefore we urge all those who plan to attend the 1877
Church Congress to make lodging reservations NOW. The'
Episcopate office cannot help you later to find reservations.

HOLIDAY INN, 2000 Clinton, Jackson, Michigan 49201.
Telephone: (517) 783-2681.

QUALITY INN, 901 Rosehill Road, Jackson, Michigan
49202. Telephone: (517) 787-1111.

COLONIAL INN. 6027 Ann Arbor Road, Jackson, Michigan
49201. Telephone: (517) 764-3820.

RAMADA INN, 2800 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan
48103. Telephone: (313) 769-0700.

To assure your lodging, fill out the reservation form below
and mail it to the motel of your choice. A deposit will
guarantee your late arrival.

RESERVATION
ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH CONGRESS

Single [ ] Double[ ]  Triple[ ] Suite[ ]

...........................

City, StBte & ZiD «oveeeeeeeee e ee e
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(Please confirm reservation) ======s==s===ax!

A Pastoral Response fo

Areas of Sexuality

Priests from the communities of Greater Cleveland, Akron,
Lorain and Canton met at Holy Trinity Church in Parma on
December 13, 1976, to evaluate and to share understandings
regarding human sexuality within a Christian context.

Among the concerns were: relating the standards and values
of the holy scriptures and the traditional Orthodox Christian
cultures of history to the present, so-called “liberated” society
of today;sexual problems that may arise within the context of
marrage; problems of the unmarried, especially adolescents;
homosexuality; personal values within marriage and the
family, attitudes and activities which express and enhance
growth in the image and likeness of God.

Special guest among the Orthodox clergy was Fr, Ernest
Hepner, Assistant Professor of Pastoral Counseling and Moral
Theology at St. Mary's Seminary in Cleveland.

The Orthodox Clergy of Northern -Ohio have been holding
biannual retreatconferences since 1969, to promote
inter-Orthodox fellowship and mutual enlightenment.

THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST OUR BISHOP

The news media continues to give extended coverage to
those involved in the campaign against our Bishop.

The most recent occasion for such coverage was the
publication of a book by Mr. Howard Blum. The article
previously published in ESQUIRE magazine is reproduced in
that book. To promote the book, Mr. Blum has received free
time on many TV and radio programs. He was seen on such
national progams as NBC’s TODAY anchored by Tom
Brockaw, many local stations such as MORNING
EXCHANGE, and David Suskind’s Public Television program.

As expected, on all those programs, by direct accusations or
by inuendos, Mr. Blum has presented his side of the story. As
in the case of Mr. Kremer, in localities where there are
Romanian parishes many individuals have protested by
telephone, or by letters directed to the producer of the shows.

The HOLLYWOOD REPORTER announced also that
Howard Blum’s book would be used for a motion picture
scheduled for filming next fall as a Landers- Roberts
Production.

LI

In Detroit area the TV and radio stations likewise have given
coverage to the case, particularly using as a starting point the
fact that His Grace was scheduled for a deposition in the
Federal Court,

On Tuesday, Janaury 25th, His Grace made his deposition at
the request of the U.S. District Attorney. This was, however,
not a public hearing and is part of the preliminary procedures
as provided by Federal Law.

SOLIA



The large adverse publicity given by the media has provoked
reactions, not only from our parishioners, but also nationally
and internationally. His Grace continues to receive many
letters of support and encouragement - (and also some
threatening telephone calls).

As announced in the Romanian section, in Paris,France, a
“Bishop Valerian Defense Committee’ has been constituted
with the purpose to assist in every possible way in this case.

* 9 9

The campaign against the Bishop has become also a subject
for sermons in the synagogues. On January 28 at the
Metropolitan Synagogue of New York for the 8:00 p.m,
services the sermon was given by Rabbi James Rudin with the
subject ‘““The Strange Case of Bishop Trifa.”

Gity of Cleveland Withdraws Proclamation

On December 21, 1976, when Mr. Charles Kremer went to
Cleveland, Ohio, to give interviews and speeches against
Bishop Valerian, he held a lecture at Beth-Am Jewish
Community Temple in Cleveland Heights. On that occasion
someone presented him with a Proclamation of the City of
Cleveland declaring December 2lst, 1976 as “Charles
Kremer's day in Cleveland, Ohio.” This came as a surprise
and a shock for the Romanian community in that city, since
Mr. Kremer was not a guest of the city.

The question was raised with the Mayor of Cleveland, The
Hon. Ralph J. Perk, who, after ascertaining the purpose of
coming to Cleveland of Mr. Kremer, withdrew the
Proclamation, informing also Mr. Kremer of this through the
following letter.

City of Cleveland
Jamuary 25, 1977

Dr. Charles Kremer

¢/o The Romanian Jewish Federation of America, Inc.
17 Fort George Hill Avenue — Apt. 13-

New Yoark, New York 10040

Dear Dr. Kremer:

It has become necessary for this office to withdraw the
Proclamation issued on December 21, 1976, designating
“DR. CHARLES KREMER DAY.”

Inasmuch as it has been alleged that said proclamation was

| in a manner for which it was not intended to be used,

it is the policy of this office not to become involved in
matters which are the subject of pending litigation.

Yours truly,

Ralph J. Perk
Mayor of Cleveland

Statement of the Orthodox Church in America
to the National Council of Churches.

Following continued Jewish pressure and even
harassment, the National Council of Churches had the case

FEBRUARY, 1977

of His Grace Bishop Valerian again on the agenda of the
Executive Council’s meeting held in New York City.

At this. session, the Orthodox Church in America, at the
proposal of the Department of Extermal Relations and with
the approval of the Lesser Synod of Bishops, has issued the
following statement:

In view of the atmosphere surrounding the case and person
of Archbishop Valerian (Trifs) in the National Council of
Churches, the Archbishop’s effective i in the
Council is precluded. As a result, the Archbishop will not
take part in the Council’s work or attend meetings of its
Governing Board until further notice:

In addition, the Orthodox Church in America states:

1) That the above is to be understood as a statement of
simple fact, and is not to be interpreted in a sense damaging
to Archbishop Valerian (Trifa) and in any way implying an
admission of guilt by him or for him;

2) Thst it deplores the prejudicial manner in which the
case of Archbishop Valerian has been treated and continues
to be treated; 2

3) That it stands firm in its support of the principles and
procedures of American jurisprudence as the proper way to
ascertain truth, judge the guilty and protect the innocent;

4) That the record of Archbishop Valerian as a clergyman
has beén without blemish and leads those who are witnesses
of this record to resist all efforts to regand as established fact
allegations and charges made against him prior to the
submission of proof in the manner prescribed by law.

The Executive Council of the National Council of
Churches accepted and endorsed the statement of the
Orthodox Church in American with a declaration that the
National Council of Churches is convinced that Bishop
Valerian should not attend the meetings.

The statement of the Orthodox Church in America was, as
usual, distorted by the news media with headlines such as
“Bishop Trifa Removed from Council;” “Orthodox Church
Recalls Naz Bishop;” “Church Takes Trifa off Council Body;”
“Archbishop Accused of .War Crimes Removed from Council
of Churches;” “Accused as Nazi, Prelate Loses Post.”

In fact, His Grace Bishop Valerian continues to be a delegate
of the Orthodox Church in America on the Governing Body,
has not been suspended and has not been recalled. He has only
consented to comply with the wishes and the decisions of his
Church authority, by refraining from participation at the
regular meetings of the Governing Board of the National
Council of Churches.
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Januqry 28, 1977
Dear Rabbi Rudin:
" Thank you for your Iaﬂer of January 19, 1977.

| I'hmk that the situation regarding Bishop Valerian Trifa is deploruble,
and should be corrected immediately. _

Be a;sured that | will bring this matter to the attention of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Christian Conference of Connecticut. |

Also, understand that our organization has no direct relationship

to the National Council of Churches. We are an independent and
autonomous organization of Christian denominations within the State
of Connecﬂcut. :

Finully, continue to Iceep me upprised of this s!luahon.

ancarely,

The Reverend Mark Rohrbuugh
General Secratm-y :

cc: Rabbi Marc Tunnenbuum
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THE TRIFA AFFAIR: Taking a Critical Look At Some Fféqyent1y Used Phrases

)

The case of Archbishop Trifa's membership on the Governing Board of the
National Council of Churches has produced a veritable flood of press releases,
articles, resolutions, and letters to editors. Certain phrases recur over and
over again throughout this aqrowing body of written corment. While the terminology
used is obviously intended to clarify positions, the fact that through constant
repetition they gain the status of key phrases mayv actually obscure some of the

real issues.

In the following comments, I deal with two clusters of phrases which, in my
judgment, need some critical analysis. The first grouping concerns the question:
"What is the National Council of Churches all about?" Here we encounter such
phrases as "the integrity of our common 1ife", "the nature of our covenant“
and "the constitutional restraints that define our fellowship".

A fundamental point is made in such statements. They imply not only the -
need for mutual trust, but also point. to the fact that the National Council of
Churches is an association of autonomous bodies. :Or, to put it negatively, the
Council is not a superchurch and must never assume the prerogatives of any of
its members. That is an important point to keep in mind.

However, there is another side to the story. We present ourselves as a

Council of Churches of Christ. This immediately implies that our autonomy

must be viewed in the context of our common commitment to the lordship of

Jesus Christ. Our cormon accountability to Christ determines the nature of
our accountability to each other. If we refuse to accept that accountability,

or seek to avoid its consequences, it makes little sense to talk about our -
integrity as a Council of Churches, because we would already have lost it.

In the ihitial responses to the Trifa affair, there was little indication
that the NCC recognized the accountability question at all. Subsequently,

however, the executive committee focused specifically on that aspect of the
Council's 1life when it stated that the Council exists "for the purpose of.

fostering cooperation, fellowship, and mutual counsel among the churches, to

assist each one in examining its own life and witness and to assist all in
-understanding their responsibility for one another's welfare."

The repeated emphasis on “constitutional restraints" in NCC public state-

‘ments may-give“the impression that there is substantial disagreement on that
point. That is ‘not so. 1 have heard no one within the Council membership
advocate that Bishop Trifa be ousted without further ado. Some people have,
however, protested the notion set forth in the Credentials Committee report
that "we cannot ask any communion to defend its ‘internal policies or practices



of delegate selection”. Constitutional restraint is not the same thing

as refusing to confront each other. My claim is that the Council is not
faced with a constitutional crisis, but rather with the question of whether
it is capable of practicing what its constitution already provides for:
open and honest counsel among each other. According to its own constitu-
tion the Council is "to assist the churches in self-examination of their
life and witness in accordance with their understanding of the will of

God and of the lordship of Jesus Christ as Divine Head of the Church."

The executive cormittee of the NCC, recoqnizing its responsibilities
to deal with the moral issues involved in the Trifa case, decided to address
itself to the Orthodox Church in America, suggesting that at least considera-
tion might be given to "requesting the Archbishop to refrain from executina
his duties as a member of the Governing Board until the matter has been
resolved by the Holy Synod and the civil judicial process". A most reasonable
request, fol]owlnq a lonqg- 5tand1nq and common practxce

The caut1ous lanquage in which the executive committee's statement was
cast would hardly qualify it as a confrontation. But it was the beginning
of a style of interchurch relationships to which we are little accustomed.
We have developed a certain toughness in confronting governments and organi-
zations "out there":; in our contacts with each other, however, we are extremely
conscious of ecclesiastical sensibilities and politics. Some qroup may
become miffed and walk out!:

As the ecclesiastical mills go through their slowly arinding motions in
the Trifa affair, the NCC finds itself in an increasingly intolerable position.
A special committee has been appointed to study the question of constitutional
revision. In the long range that may or may not prove to be a fruitful exer-

. cise. In any case its future recommendations cannot deal with the loss of
credibility which the Council is suffering right now, and which is growing more
serious with every passing day.

Confrontation is a touchy matter, particularly in this case, because of
already tenuous relationships with the Orthodox Churches. 0One of these days
someone may want to ask the blunt question: "Do you people realize what is
qoing on; are you really aware of what is happenina to the Mational Council
of Churches?" One of these days a church leader, not necessarily through a
vote during an "official meeting", but perhaps as a.concerned individual, may
want to address him/herself to the Archbishop-and-say; "Hey, -your-eminence,
you can't do this; you are doing harm to the witness of the Church:" This may
sound a bit irreverent, but in certain situations a little irreverence can be
refreshing.

That brings me to the other cluster of phrases frequently used in the Trifa
affair. They have to do with the basic question: "What is the ridht and just
thing to do in this kind of situation?" I am thinkina of such frequently used
terms as "due process of law", "fair trial", "full protection under the law",
"trial by press", and "prejudging the case".
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Once again it must be admitted that such phrases represent very funda-
mental perspectives and principles. However, do they really focus on the
issues under dispute? I do not think so.

As far as I can see, there is little argument about the statement that
the National Council of Churches is not a court of law. Mr, Trifa's quilt
or innocense must be determined elsewhere. But this in no way relieves the
NCC of the responsibility to determine what appropriate measures ought to be
taken under the circumstances. To give an example, a school board is not a
court of law either, but there are instances when charges against a teacher
not only justify suspension but make it imperative.

Does the NCC face such a situation in the Trifa case? My answer is an
unequivocal 'yes!™ A person does not need a law dearee to be able to read
the testimony of eyewitnesses, sworn affidavits available in the Justice
Department files, and accounts by reputable reporters of their interviews
with the Bishop, and then to decide whether, under the circumstances, the
Council is justified in insisting that Bishop Trifa be suspended.

There are those who claim that suspension itself implies a presumption
of guilt and thus constitutes a denial of due process of law. But, since when
~is that the case? In view of common practice, this sounds like a spurious
argument to me. '

It is ironic that the spectre of McCarthyism is being raised in the
Trifa affair. Frankly, such warnings do not sound very sincere to me, as
I believe that what the government has called "lack of evidence" to prosecute
alleged ex-Nazis may well have been a lack of will to do so at a time when
anti-Communism was considered the overriding concern of law enforcement agencies.

Finally, there are those frequent complaints about publicity and trial
by press. I don't find them very convincing. For years this story had a
hard time getting into the headlines. During that time Bishop Trifa has plenty
of opportunity to ponder the consequences of his continued membership on the
Governing Board. Today, it is precisely his refusal to remove himself from
that position that is keeping him and the charges against him before the public.
The whole situation is so bizarre, and so perplexing to many people (particu-
larly but certainly not exclusively to members of the Jewish community) that
it is unlikely to fade away as long as present conditions prevail.

We can keep on repeating noble phrases about the integrity of our common
life and our constitutional rights. But, to me both justice and common sense
demand that a person in the Archbishop's position be urqed in no uncertain
tﬁrms to suspend himself from the Governing Board of the National Council of
Churches.

Isaac C. Rottenberg

Room 1810

475 Riverside Drive
Hew York, H.Y. 10027
Tel.: 212-870-2452



COMMITTEE TO BRING NAZI CRIMINALS TO JUSTICE IN U.S.A., INC.
210 West 101st Street New York, N.Y. 10025
(212) 866-2214

August 30, 1979

My- Dear Dr. Tannenbaum,

Thank you for ‘giving me some time last Thursday. I could
feel how your mind and heart were busy working for .the good of
Chavat Israel, and here comes Charlie with his problems. Be-
1ieve me when I tell you that for the first time when I came to
talk to you I felt like going home and making another date.
Were it not for my bad legs and the financial need, I really
was thinking of going back home, mission failed.

I Teft you with great hope for the future. I went home,
wrote the synopsis of Trifa's life, an outline of my intended
book, "Satan Trifa, Iron Guard Commandant in Archbishop Valerian's
Soutane." I am.enclosing both together with a few chapters and
my resume.

I will appreciate your contacting Rabbis Fr1mmer and
Schreier and possibly a good friend of yours and the AJC. I
need someone to type, but I have no money. I hardly have enough
for daily needs.

Many thanks.
With love for Zion and Shalom,

Fondly,

Dr. Charles H. Kremer

P.S. - I appreciate the way you always receive me. You get out of
your desk throne chair and like a rabbi of old, take a seat
next to me and we are discussing the projects on an equal
level. For this you earned my admiration and love.
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December 5, 1979

Honorable Jimmy Carter
The President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to you regardsng'statements made by a member of thé White
House staff which I consider to be unconscionab]e and grounds for his
immediate dismissal. .

As you may ‘be aware, on May 1, 1979, Radio Free Europe broadcast a . _
forty-five minute interview with Valerian Trifa, a naturalized American.
citizen who is alleged to have incited atrocities against the Jews in
Bucharest, Romania during World War II. No mention was made during the -
broadcast that the Department of Justice had initiated proceedings :
against Trifa in May 1975 to strip him of his citizenship because of his
alleged participation in war crimes and that the case was expected to go
to trial in federal court ln Detroit in the near future.

Because of the potential effect the Radio Free Europe broadcast could

have on the pending litigation, and on the willingness of foreign governments
to provide judicial assistance to the United States in other cases

involving suspected Nazi war criminals, I directed my Subcommittee staff

to investigate the circumstances surround1ng the airing of the Tr1fa
interview.

Although I am deeply concerned that Radio Free Europe -- an entity

. funded almost entirely by our government -~ chose to interview an individual

accused by the Justice Department with concealing his complicity in war
crimes, I am equally disturbed by statements that I have discovered were
subsequently made by Mr. Paul Henze of Dr. Brzezinski's Security Council
staff about the broadcast. Mr. Henze apparently serves as the Security
Council liaison with the Board for International Broadcasting, the
agency which oversees Radio Free Europe's operations.

According to evidence I have received in the course of my investigation,
Mr. Henze, during the Board for International Broadcasting meeting of
August 15, 1979, characterized concern about the Trifa interview as
"silly" and stated flatly that it "certainly isn't serious from the point
of view of the White House." Despite strenuous protests from several

Board members, Mr. Henze continued in the following vein: "“Let me state

the White House position on this issue: Bishop Trifa, as an American
citizen represents an important ethnic group." Similar. statements were
made by Mr. Henze at a Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Board of Directors
meeting.” Not only does Mr. Henze evidently find nothing seriously wrong



in Radio Free Europe's providing a platform for an alleged Nazi war -
criminal under charges by the Department of Justice, but he implies that
the propriety of the interview should be judged solely on whether Trifa's
“"ethnic group" would approve of, or be placated by, the broadcast. The
obvious conclusion is that Mr. Henze believes that the number of possible
votes to be gained or lost is the overr1d1rc factor in making a Judgment
of this kind. -

These statements are outrageous enough if they represent only Mr. Henze's
personal feelings on this matter, and are sufficiently reprehensible in
‘my view to warrant his immediate removal from your staff. If his comments
accurately reflect the position of, or were sanctioned by, Dr. Brzezinski
or other White House officials, they too should be called to account.

I would also note that Mr. Henze, during the same Board for International
Broadcasting meeting, sought to downplay the importance of a Congressional
inquiry into this matter. Other evidence I have received regard1ng
statements made by Mr. Henze to Radio Free EurOpe enployees in Mun1ch
would seem to confirm that this was his lntent

I find even the appearance of counseling non-cooperation in the case of

a Congressional investigation to be extremely distressing. Since Mr.

Henze wears the mantle of the White House, it is particularly damaging
~when he takes such a position.. It is precisely because the government -
refused to 1nvest1gate vigorously allegations that war criminals had been
provided sanctuary in this country for 30 years that we are today forced

to confront this issue. i : _ el

Your Administration, at my urging and with the full support of my Subcommittee,:
has taken vitally important steps in the last year to upgrade the investigation
and prosecution of alleged Nazi war criminals living in this country. In
view of this, I cannot believe that Mr. Henze's statements represent your

feelings on this matter. If they do not, I urge you promptly to take the
action I have suggested.

Sincérely,
157,

Elizabeth Holtzman
Chairwoman
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MATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST

OFFICE MEMORANDUM IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1© ; Interested Colleagues part: October 19, 1976

mom 1 Ann Patriock Ware

SUBJECT:

Friends,

T find myself having to miss what must be the first cabinet meeting I have ever missed
and on a day vhen a crisis in Jewish-Uhristian reletions is on the agenda. Since I
cannot be present to speak for mys=lf and siuce this is a matter of longtime =nd major
importance to me, I want to et throe things off my chest: first, a comment on the
aotion of the Governing Board last week; second, some observations ahout the Zouncil's
previous statements; and third, my own hope about the future.

I am frankly dismayed by several thinzs which haorened at the Governing Board meeting.
I am dismayed, first of all, that a matter of such zonsequence was referred to the
Credentials Committee instead of to the Executive Committee, especially sincs a
relatively new and inexperienced committee chairperson expressed her reluctance to
deal with the subject. I am likewise dismayed that no voice orevailed before that
referring action tc indicate that this was not a matter to be settled routinely by

a standing committee with rescourse to constitutional procedures. The gravity of the
acousations merited at least an admission of the inadequacy of anv orecedents within
the Council to deal with such a situation. :

As to the Credentials Committee Report itself, only eirkt lines of the sixty-nine
reckon with the crux of the problem, ~nd then in words that seem to me to trivialize
the anguish which the vewish community feels on this and related issues. The report
olaims that the "pain of the vewish reople has been impressed on us again" (line 8).
One might ssk for svidence that the Counocil has ever felt that pain. "We reaffirm
our solidarity with the vewish people," the Report continues (1ines 1C-11) with no
reference, nor indeed any record, of a previous affirmation. The loss of one-third
of all Jewish life in the world is referred to as "decimation." European Jewry was
not "decimated" but destroyed, incinerated, murdered, annihilated. The languare of
the Report, despite the good intent that produced it, manifests a pervasive insensi-
tivity to any remote understendines of the lastine trauma which all Jews feel as a
result of the Holocaust. I cannot even comment on the reliance on constitution and
by-laws as a response to a morel issue of such gravity. But I do not wish to be
misunderstood. I do not think the choices of the Governine Board were only two,
either to ocondemn Archbishop Trifa (though that was the demand of the demonstrators)
or to appeal to the NCC Constituticn (though that was the decision of the Credentials
Committee). I am suggestine that if, as a Council, we had more sensitivity in the
first place to this enormous hurt of the Jewish community, someone would have pointed
out that the horror of what was being alleged (a Nazi war oriminal in our midst)
demanded time, reflection, investigation and a unique approach.,

Last week I examined all the policy statements and all the resolutions which the

Council has passed since its inception in 1851. Nowhere is there any mention of the
Holocasust even obliquely, not in 1562 when the Hunszarian Revolution is given as an instanoce
specisl emergency for refugees, nor in 1868 when Hitler's agpression is mentioned in
connection with U.S. peacekeepine responsibilities, nor in 1664 when Jewish-Christian
relations are discussed and antisemitism is disavowed, ror again in 1972 when a

resolution on the slaughter in the Tel Aviv airport urged prayer for the victims'

families, for Israel and its people, nor in 1968 when ccncern for Baptists in the

USSR was expressed and the reprassion of Jews also noted. Like the history books

-~



used as texts in our schools, like the curriculum meterials in our relirious education,
like the courses in Christien seminaries, and like the pulpits in our churches, the
Governing Board too has been silent on the subject of the Holocaust. In view of this
silence the Credentials Committee Report unfortunately makes a reference, too facile

and too glib, to Jewish pain, to our solidarity and to our living with Jews in the
shadow of the Holoocaust.

But perhaps an opportunity now lies oven to us. I wait for the day (ma it be soon!)
vhen the Christian Church under the leadership of the National Council of Churches
decides to lecok seriously at the Holocaust not solely as a Jewish experience but as a~-
cataclysmic event in Christian history; to look at the possibility of antisemitism in
our own selves; to look at the whole question of Jewish-Christian relations as a

. fruitful field for regaining the Jewish dimensions of our faith and history; and to

look at Pharisaic Judaism as forerunner of the livingz faith which is Judaism in the
world today. : _ ' : _

L]



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: . . File A 7 819 396

In the Matter of Respondent

VALERIAN TRIFA, a/k/a VIOREL TRIFA

Deportation Proceedings Under Section 242 of the

Immigration and Nationality Act

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

You are ordered to -appear before an Immigration Judge of
the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United States
Department of Justice at 333 Mount Flliott, Detroit, Michigan, on
MNovember 18, 1980, at 9:00 a.m., and show cause why you should
not be deported from the United States on the charges set forth herein.

ALLAN A. RYAN, JR., Director
Office of Special Investigations
. United States Department of Justice
Criminal Division
Post Office Box 28603
Washington, D. C. 20005
202/633-5035

PAUL E. McKINHON
District Director ;
' Immigration & Naturalization Service
" 333 Mount Elliott _
- Detroit, Michigan 48207
313/226-3250 g



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: File No. A7819396

In the Matter of Respondent

VALERIAN TRIFA, a/k/a VIOREL TRIFA

UPON inquiry conducted by the Office of Special
Investigations of the Department of Justice it is alleged that:

1. You are not a citizen or national of the United States,

2. You are a native of Romania and a stateless person.

3. You entered the United States at New York, New York, on
or about July 17, 1950.

4., VYou then were admitted for permanent residence under
the sole authority of the Displaced Persons Act, 62 Stat. 1009,
as amended by 67 Stat. 227, upon pfesentétion of an immigrant
visa issued on June 8, 1950 at Naples, Italy.

5. In seeking to establish your eligibility for that
immigrant visa, you made -application to the International Refugee
Organization at Rome, Italy, in January, 1950.

6. In seeking to establish your eligibility for that
immigrant visa, you knowingly and intentionally failed to
disclose one or more of the following facts to the International
Refugee Orgénization: ‘

(a) that from September, 1940, until January, 1541, you

were employed by the National Legionary State as president of its
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National Union of Romanian Christian Students which Qas-the sole
student organization permitted to function within the National-
Legionary State.

(b) that you were a member of an orgahization knbwn at
differen£ times as the Legionary Movement, Legion of the
Archangel Michael, or All for the Fatherland Party, commonly

~ known and hereinafter-refer;ed to as the Iyon Guard, from 1935 to
1945. This movement was violent, anti-Semitic, énd fascist.

(¢) that from hctober, 1940, until January 1541, you were
the editor of the'newspapér LIBERTATEA which openly advocated
Iron Guard policies including its anti-Semitic policies.

(d) that in January, 1941, you ﬁérticipated in the Iron
Guard's rebellion against the Ahtonescu regime,

(e) that as a result of that partiéipation, you were
sought by the Romanian authorities.for your armed rebellion
against the staté. . ..

(f) that you reguested and received the protection of the
German S.S. in Bucharest, Romania, from Januafy 24, 1941, until

' March, 1941, - |

(g) that, as an Iron Guard member, you were given
protection and care by the German SS in Germany from March; 1941,
until December, 1942.

(h) that, as an Iron Guard member, you ﬁere in the -
protective custody of the German SS in_Gefmany'from December,
1942, until Augﬁst; 1944}.§herein you recéived extraordinafy

privileges.

T T T e
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7s In seekipq to establish yoﬁr eligiﬁility for an
immigrant visa, you knowingly and intentionally misrepresented
one or more of the following.facts_to the International Refugee
Organization: | _

(a) that from April 10;.1939;'until_3uly-25, 1940, you were
a phiioSophy student, when in fact you were eﬁ Iron Guardist.
poliﬁical refugee in Nezi Germany until September, 1940; You
returned to Romania only after theINa{iOnal_Legionary State was

established.l . _

(b) that from January 15, 1940, until March 25, 1941, you

. were a journaliet for religious and popular papers-when in fact
you were.pfesident'of the National Union of Romanian Christian
Students, an official of the National Legionary State, and editor
of LIPERmAmEA, an ant1 Semltlc newspaper.

.{c) that from March 23, 1941, until December 18, 194;, you
were a fbrced laborer iﬂ Ge;many'ﬁheh in fect you were enjoying
politicai refuge provided by Nazi Germany and lived in relative
comfort as an Iron Guard leader in Germanj. !

_S.e_To qualify for an immigrant visa to-thelﬁnited States,
you had to be found to be Qne'ﬁho,wes "of concern to the
International Refugee Organieation;“

9., Your failure ﬁo diselose any one of.the fects as
alleged in paragraph 6 or your n1srepresentat10n of any one of
the facts as alleged in Paraqraph 7 prevented an 1nvestlgatlon-
Ewhlch might have resulted in a determlnatlon that you were not
"of concern to the Internatlonal Refugee Organlzatlnn" and were

thus. lnellglble for an. 1mmlgrant v1sa.
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10. In sgeking to establish your eligibility for an
immigrant visa, you made a?plication to the Displaced Persons
Cormmission at Bagnoli, Italy, from February to May, 1950.

11. In seeking to establish your eligiSility.for an
immigrant visa, you knowingly and intentionally concealed any one
or more of the following facts from the Displaced Persons
Commission: |

(a) that you were émplofed as the president of the
National Union of Romanian Christian Students and therefore as an
official of the_NatiOnal'Legionarf Stag; from September, 1940
until January, 1941. | | B

(b) that you were a member of an organization known at
different Eiﬁes_as the Iron Guard from 1935 to 1944. |

(c) that you were the editor of the LIBERTATEA newspaper
which openly édvocated Iron Guard policies,lincluding its
anti=Semitic-policies.

(d) that in January, 1941, you participated in the_Iron
Guard's rébellion'againéi ‘the Antonescu regime.

(e) that as a result of that participation, you were
sought by the Romanian autho?itieS'for your armed rebellion
againsﬁ the state. |

(f) that you requested and ieceived the protection of the

German S.S. in Bucharest, Romania, from January 24, 1941, until

March, 1941.




(g) that as an Iroﬁ Guard member, you'were given
protection and care by the German SS in Germany from March, 1941
until Deéember, 1942,

(h) that from 1936 to 1941; you advocated the persecutioh
of the Jews of Romania. | |

: (i) that from 1936 to 1941, in Romania, you aligned the
Romanian Christian Students with the policies and politics of the
Ifon Guard. >

(3) that as an Irén Guard.member:’ydu were in the
protective custody of the German SS in'Germany from December,
_1942 until August, 1944, wherein you received extraordinary
'pfivileges._ |

12. 1In seeking o establish your eligibility_for that
immigrant visa, you'knowingly and intentionally misrepreéented
one or ﬁore of the following facts to the-Displaced Persons
Commission:

(a) that from July,- 1940 uRtil March.of 1941, you were a -
journalist for a religious paper when in fact you were president
"of the Nationél Union of RomanianuChfistian Students and an
official bf the.Hational Legionary State and editor of
LIBERTATEA, éﬁ anti-Semitic newspaper.

(b) that from March, 1941 until December, 1942, you were a
forced laborer in Germany when in fact yoﬁ were enjoyiﬁg
:political refuge_provided“by Nazi Germany and iiVEdlin relative

comfort as an Iron Guard leader in Germany.



(¢c) that in March, 1941, you wvere arrested by the German
Gestapo for political reasons when in fact in January, 1941 you
sought the protection of the German SS and SD to avoid arrest by
the Romanian authorities.

(d) that you were a member only of theology student
Ior‘garllilzations and the OASTEA DOMNULUI when in fact you were a
member of the Iron Gugrd. N | _ | '.n

13. "Your failure'tb'disdlose any oné of the facts alleged
in Paragraph 10 or your misreprésentation of.any one of the facts
as allegéé-in Paragraph ll'prevented an investigation which might
have resulted in a determination that you were ineligible.for the
immigrant visa issued to you. |

14. fou illegally procured your'entry intc the United
States on July 17, 1950, in violation of the Displaced Persons
Act, as amended, in that any one of thé following facts rendered
you ineligible to_immigraie to the United States under §§2 and

s i

13 of the Displaced Persons Act:

(a) as a student,.you participated in or were a student
leader of an organization known as.the Iron Guard in Romania
.during 1934-1941 and in that capaciﬁy advocated violence and the

persecution of Jews.

(b) as president of the National Union of Romanian

Christian Students in Romania between 1940 and 1941 in public

“speeches and in written form you aligned the Romanian Christian

Students with the Iron Guard's policies.

e
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(c) on Janﬁéry 20, 1§4l,'you issued, or permitted'to bg_
issued over your.signature, a manifestoladvocating the
replacement of all "Judah?like Masons" in the governhent And the
establishment of an "Iron Guard“.government; and in conseguence a
rebellion took place in which hundreds of innocent civilians were
killed. o

(d) during January, 1941, you encouraged and participated
in the persecution of Jews and Christians in Bucharest, Romania.

(e) from 1936 to 1941, you obenlf Qore the uniform of the
Iron Guard movement in Romania, espoused its anti-Semitic.
beliefs and encouraged others to support'and join the Iroﬁ
Guarad. | = | |

15 dn June 8, 1950, to 6btain ypur admission to the
United States, you falsely swore to the Vice Consul that you had
never been arrested or tqnvicted of any crime when in fact you
were arrested in Romania in 1937 for Iroﬁ Guard activities and
you were conﬁicted ip June, 1941 fqr armed rebelliqn against the
State. |

16. On July 17, 1950, to 6btain your admission to the

' United States as alleged in paragraphs 3 and 4, you appeared

before an immigrant inspector of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service and executed under oath Form I-144,

Affidavit as to Subversive Organizations br.Movements,-ih.Which

you falsely swore or affirmed that you had not advocated or

assisted in the persecution of any person because of race, .




religion or national origin, when in fact, as a member of the
Iron Guard, you advocated the persecution of Jews in Romania.

17. At the time of your original entry into the United
States, ybu were not in pbssessibn of a valid immigrant visa or
other document for admission to the United States as a permanent
resident alien. |

AND on the basis of the foregoing'alleqétions, it is
charged that you are subject to deportation pursﬁant to the
following provisions of law:

1. Section 241(a)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act of 1952, in that you entered the United States in violation
of §2 and §13 of the Displaced Persons Act of June 25, 1948, as
amended by the Act of June 16, 1950, in that ydu advocated or
‘assisted in Ehé persecution of ﬁetsons because of race, religionf'
or national origin, |

2. Section 241(a)(2) of the Immigfation and Nationaiity
'Act of 1952, in that, yégﬂentered the United States in violétion
of §13 of the Displaced Fersons Act of 1948, amended by the Act
of June 16, 1950, in that you were a member of an organization
deeﬁéd to be “inimiéal to the interests of the United Stateé“ to
wit, "the Iron Guard, Legion of Archangel Michael."

| 3. Section 241(a)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality

Act of 1952, in that you entered the United States in violation
'of §2 and sld of the Dispiacea Persons Act of 1948, as amended SY

the ‘Act of June 16, 1950, in that you willfully misrepresented



and concealed facts for the purpose of gaining entry into the

United States.,

4, Section 241(a)(2) of the Immigratién and Nationality
Act of 1952, in that you entered the United States in violation
of Presidential Proclamation #2523, issued on November 14, 1941,
as amended by Presidential Proclamation #2850 issued on August .17,
1949, 8 CFR 175.53, in that you advocated or acquieséed in |
persecution of Jews in Romania contrary to civilization and human
decency. _ ' = |

_5. SectionI241(a)(1) of thé Immigratioﬁ and Nationality
Act of 1952, in that, at the time of entry, you were within a
class of aliens excludable by the law existing at the Eime'of
such entry, ‘to wit: An immigrant not entitléd under §2Iand §10
of the Displéced-Persons Aet of 1948, as amendgd by the Act of
1950, to enter the United States for the reason that your
immigration visa was invalid as'having beehlprocured by a willful
misrepreéentation or a concealmént of materiai facts. |

6. Section 241(a)(l) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act of 1952; in that,.at the time of entry, you were within a
class of aliens excludable by the.iaw”existihg-af.théitime of
such entry, to witsz

(a) An immigrant not entitled under-513 of the Displaced
‘Persons Act_of 1948, as amended by the Act of 1950, to_enfer the
United States for the reason that the oath 6r affirmation on Form

I-144 that you had not advocated or assisted in the persecution

=10~
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of any person because of race, religion, or naticnal origin which
you subscribed on July 17, 1950, constituted a willful
misrepresentation made for the purpose of gaining admission into
the United States as an eligible displaced person.

(b) An immigrant not entitled under the Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1924, 43 Stat. 153, as amended by the Act of
1940, for the reason that you falsely sworé about your prior
arrests and convictions to the Vice Consul to obtain an immigrant
visa,

WHEREFORE, YOU ARE ORDERED to appear before an Immigration
Judge of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United
States Department of Justice at 333 Mount Elliott, Detroit,
Michigan, on November 18, 1980, at 9:00 a.m., and show cause why

you should not be deported from the United States on the charges

set forth above,.

This day of

ALLAN A. RYAN, JR., Director
Office of Special Investigations
U. S. Department of Justice

Post Office Box 28603
Washington, D. C. 20005
202/633-5035

NEAL M. SHER
Deputy Director
Office of Special Investigations

PAUL E. McKINNON
District Director

Immigration & Naturalization Service

333 Mount FElliott
NDetroit, Michigan
313/226-3250

48207

«3i-

EUGENE M. THIROLF, JR.
Trial Attorney
Office of Special Investigations

KATHLEEN N. COLEMAN
Trial Attoxney
Office of Special. Investigations



COMMITTEE TO BRING NAZI CRIMINALS TO JUSTICE IN U.S.A., INC.

210 West 101st Street New York, N.Y. 10025

(212) 866-2214
fue.Nov. 4, 1930

Dr. Simon Wiesenthal Deal‘ Friend.
HONQREARY PAES SDRNT . Our organization is a noble one ,our purpose is unselfish. We
2&;5&?”” H. Kremer fight the vilest enemies of our people ,enemies of the past and
. &hose establishing roots of hatred for the present,and the future.
T 1lton Stone
Herman Ziering ot only against the Jews,but against all minorities,Blacks,
Spirley Korman  Gcatholics,etc.You are corilally invited to attend our November 206tk
Yacob: Zonis 1980 Keeting At our New Meeting place; 305 WEST 79TH STREET CARLBACH:
TRE ASURER SYNAGOGUE! It promises to be a most interesting one. Revorts will bring us
Albert Sigal Up to date on the many Important events of the last few weeks.
SECREYARY AGENDA.
Hyman Dechter T) Opening prayer in memory of the Holocaust.
Eu;o:wenesa) Report on radio free Zurope case
Liatson Directon 5) Report and decision of trial bv Rev. Galdau of St. Dumtru Church

against Dr. Kremer. by attorney Robert Persky .

4) Jewish War Veterans press conference called by Dr. Kr¢mer,

5) Report on Trifa trial status. Nov.I8 trial for deportation begins,

€) Dr. Krcmex's visit to Detroit to be present at Trifa's Denaturalization

trial and his preds conference there.

7) Appointment of members to the governing board.

8) Good and Welfare.

Questions and Discussion will follow.

Let us not just talk . Let us gird for battle. let us fight our enem1es by
every legitimate means at hand.
Our work is cut cuf for us. Let us get down to business. Let us meet and let
us act.
Your participation is expected. Please bring a friend.
With Love for Zion and Shalom
Wishing you all a happy 2nd healthy new year.

Dr. CHARLES H. KRAMER

P PRESTDENT

PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF MEETING

305 WEST 79th STREET

CARLEBACH SYNAGOGUE,N.Y. Y -

Meeting time 7:00 p.M. SEARP 1 URSDAY  NoUFmBER 20%

SPECIAL REPORT ON THE FRENCK CATHOLIC CHURCE PROTEST IN CONNECTTON WITH THE
PARIS BOMBING
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RADIO FREE EUROPE / RADIO LIBERTY
OETTINGENSTR. 67 AM ENGLISCHEN GARTEN
8000 MUNICH 22, WEST GERMANY
TELEPHONE (083) 21021

" GLENN W. FERGUSON 22 May 1979
President ; )

Mx . David Geller
Director, European Affairs .
The American Jewish Committee ' : —
165 East 56th Street ' ' ‘
New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Geller:

Your letter of May 16 expressing concern about the recent
RFE/RL interview with Bishop Trifa arrived yesterday.

Bishop Trifa is the deSLgnated leader of the largest congre-
~gation of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate in the United States.
On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Episcopate, the
Bishop was interviewed as part of the RFE/RL Romanian Service's
coverage of the event. The content of the interview was con-
fined to the affairs of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate, and

a senior official representing another large Romanian congre-
 gat1on was also scheduled to participate.

_Several years ago, when allegations concernlng Bishop Trlfa s
conduct in Romania came to light, those allegations were
reported by the RFE/RL Romanian Service both in news and
feature programming. In addition, we have reported current
public discussion which pertains to the RFE/RL Trifa interview
and which reflects Mr. David Binder's article in The New York
Times. Finally, we are planning to report the denaturalization:
~hearing which is scheduled for July 30.

American law is based on the premise of innocence until

~guilt is proven. In spite of this premise, and in spite of

the sound broadcasting rationale for covering the 50th anni-
versary of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate in the United States,
I believe that it was an error of judgment to have conducted a
personal interview with Bishop Trifa. As President of RFE/RL,

I accept full responsibility for this incident.

I appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing to me personally.
fSincérely-yoﬁrs,
" Glenn W. FergpuSon

GWF :cmrxr

*...TO SEEK, RECEIVE AND IMPART INFORMATION AND IDEAS . . . REGARDLESS OF FRONTIERS.” e
Universal Declaration ol Human Rights 5
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UNITED Cfeature SYNDICATE f

W 1817 BEULAH ROAD ' _ ;
VIENNA, VIRGINIA 22180

(703) 281-2808

REV. LESTER KINSOLVING

; o ’ . = ol - = = i
RELIGION COLUMNIST . s N
400 5 IDocanbar 3s A976 - LEE G
WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT . =

The Editor

The New Paper
Elmhurst College : : T : ',
Elmhurst, Illinois 60126 i , ik ' _ N

Dear Editor- . : : :

| In the Hovambar 2hth 1ssua of The Chria tian cantury nagazi.na, W ich is
ublishad in Chlcago, l'roraasor Ronald Goetz of Blmhurat Oollega mta an ar*icld
entitled "The NCC and The Incredible Gaso of Arohbiahop Trifa," ' _ i

|
i
Goetz! incredible article, For I have 1earned from experience that The Chris tia.q

I am aendj.ng you the enclosed article which takos detailed issus with Dr.

Century (ror which I have written a:t-ticles in past) is now under a ma.nagament
which will not publish 1s tters to the editor which its editor finds to be
embarrassinge 3 w | '

I therefore eend the enalosed to The New rapar, in hopes that its ed ‘bor
is more of a devotes of the principle or a fpee press tha.n is the aditor of __
The Ghristian Gentu:'y I am sending copies to The Gantury end to Drr Goetz, md
I realize full well that Elmhurst is his twrf and that I na.y ‘ba mgardad as
an ‘outsido agltator" Again, my hdpe that you may use this ar 1cle is tased
upon my hope that The New Paper is morereceptive to dissent with one of
Elmhurst's professors, than The Century is to dissent with 1ts editors.

I will be most gra.tarul if you can use this article, Wl th my compliments,
because my weekly synd:l.catad column i dealing W th the frifa scandal had o=t
been mailled out-whsn 3 recoivad The Century with Dr. Goetz' artiocle, If Dr.
Goetz and his editor, the Rev. James Wall, wuld care.to mix it up in delm te

an this or an;r related issue on h:ls turf
to eblige. - Sincaraly,
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INSIDE RELIGION

Rabbi confrbnts NCC on ex-Nazi

By Rev. Lester Kinsolving

NEW YORK — For 20 years, Jewish leaders
have been discreetly pleading with leaders of
the National Council of Churches (NCC) to do
something about one of their Governing Board
members, Bishop Valerian Trifa.

Trifa has been twice sentenced, in absentia,
to life imprisonment by Rumanian courts and
indicted by the U.S. Attorney’s office in De-
troit for having lied to obtain U.S. citizenship,
in denying his membership in Rumania’s pro -
Nazi Iron Guard. :

Among the Jews murdered under Trifa’s di-
rection were 200 who, in 1941, were taken to a
Bucharest slaughter house. Here, in a horrify-
ing parody of ritual slaughter, they were
stripped, their throats slit and their bodies
hung on meat hooks and stamped “Carne
Kosh’ (Kosher Meat).

For 20 years, NCC leaders have brushed off
the scandal of having a Nazi war criminal on
* their board — until this was first exposed by
this column, by Esquire magazine, by Human
Events and by numerous Jewish publications.

When the NCC’s Governing Board members
returned from lunch during its October 8th
meeting, they found the platform of the grand
ballroom of Manhattan’s Rooseveit Hotel had
been occupied by three dozen robust and angry
- looking young men wearing yarmulkes
(skulleaps).

These demonstrators were led by Orthodox
Rabbi Avraham Weiss of the Center for
Holocaust Studies of the Hebrew Institute of
Riverdale, N.Y. Rabbi Weiss manifested both
the commanding voice and the devastating
eloguence of Elijah confronting the 950 Baal -
clergy on Mount Carmel (I Kings. Chapter 18).

When NCC President William P. Thompson
first realized that his speaker’s platform was
-occupied, he summoned the NCC's Executive
Director for Christian - Jewish Relations, a
singularly inept Episcopal priest named Wil-
liam Weiler.

The Rev. Mr. Weiler evoked laughter from
the angry young Jews, when, as one of them
noted: ‘‘He really tries to con us, but I de-
tected a contradiction. He said, ‘I'm one of
you. I'm with you. Now would you please

leave?’ "
Dr. Thompson's next ploy was to recruit
black NCC members to dezl with the

demonstrating Jews. But when bluck clergy Thursca

like Sterling Carey and Paul Wachington (who
themselves have led disvuptive demonstra-
tions) suggested to Rabbi Weiss that he shoula
have put his request in writing snd acted in a
more orderly manner, ne left them looking like
:I[azed Establishment businessmen, by thun-
ering: , -

“““That’s exactly what they told Dr. Martin
Luther King!” .

Thompson then tried (in vain; to shout the
rabbi down, to gavel him into submission, and
ordered the microphone turned off where
Weiss had taken the floor. But Rahbi Weiss
kept pleading for the governing board to put
the Trifaissue toa vote—rather thansenditto
a committee (which eventually they did — and
which committee recommended doing nothing
about Trifa, arecommendation that passed. A
subsequent NCC meeting made the absurd
sugfgestion that Trifa, in effect, suspend him-
self. = '

Finally, after 26 minutes of chaotic efforts to.

silence the rabbi, Thompson growled: “I'm
going to have these people takenout . . . The
police have been summoned.” This contrasted
with the 26 hours during which, in 1974, black
demonstrators took over an entire flsor of the
NCC headquarters and violated :== fire safety
laws — without any NCC authsrits summon-
ing police. :

But the New York Police did n%: show up —
since 2,000 of them were therzzives de-
monstrating. at City Hall. Ar2 iiowing the
Jewish demonstration, Rabbi Jz2:z Rudin ¢f
the American Jewish Comr:iiz= issued a
statement that the AJC bel:zv=: the con-
tinuance of Bishop Trifa on the M7.C board i3
*an affront’™ about which * .5 5 of Christ-
ians and Jews throughout the L -i%ed States™
are seriously concerned. The m: 2 unsof Chris-
tians whose d<nominations bel.2.z to the NCC
could show serious concern %2 withholding
their church offerings until this 'szziis otisted,

But few of such Christians ar= :2at seriousiy
concerned.
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From an Editor ai' Large

+ THE PAST two months have seen the unfoldmg
of a bizarre episode in which, at one stage, the
Governing Board of the National Council of
Churches was accused of “harboring a Nazi crimi-
nal.”_One does not nonnally think of the officials of
the National Council as a pack of Nazi sympathizers,

and on the face of it the charge might seem absurd.

However, the extranrdinary lengths to which the
NCC Governing Board has gone to answer this
charge indicate a sensitivity and indeed a potential
vulnerability which permit no facile, high-handed
dismissal. j

On October 8, at a regular meetmg of the Gov
erning Board, some 2o individuals representing the
Concerned Jewish Youth staged ‘a two-hour disrup-
tion to protest Romanian Orthodox Archbishop
Valerian Trifa’'s membership gn ‘the board. Trifa,
the group alleged, had once peen a leader in an
infamous Romanian anti-Semjtic society called the
Iron Guard and had participated in the killing of
thousands of Jews and Christigns. -

In response to this chargepthe Governing Board
directed its credentials committee to consider the
matter. While reaffirming its sense of “solidarity
with the Jewish people,” the committee for its part
was bound by the NCC'’s constitution. By the terms
of that document, each member denomination of
the National Council has complete autonomy in
naming its delegates to the Governing Board — and
the bishops of the Orthodox Church of America
(OCA) had, as recently as April 1975. reaffirmed
their suppoit of Archbishop Trifa. Beyond these
constitutional matters, the credentials committee
stated that “aithough we bear the responsibility to
be concerned, we do not have the right to judge,”
and “to attempt to judge communions on the basis
of undocumented evidence of ad hoc groups . . .
could destroy our common lite.” The credentials
committee seemed to acknowledge that this report
would not satisfy the protesters, but it was bound by
the “constraints of our governance.”

The committee was quite correct in assuming that
its repurt would not set well with the protesters or
with the larger Jewish community. Rabbis Marc H.
Tanenbaum and A. James Rudin, representing the
American Jewish Commitiee, declared that “mil-

 lions of American Jews and Christians of all de-
4 nominations regard the refusal of the National
,[ Council to remove Valerian Trifa from his present

sition . . . as a moral affront.”
’ ' charged that “to avoid taking action . . . on the
i technical basis that such decision rests with the

Further, they .

.F'

The NCC and the Incred:ble Case of Archblshop Tnfa

P2 raised questions that cannot be answered fully h}f)

.testers still pushed for an extraordinary acticn
against the archbishop by the NCC. Claire Randall, !

Orthodox Church of America . . . is to cvade
moral responsibility through legalisms™— = R
In defense of the NCC, its president, William P.
Thompson, stated: ““This body is not set up as 2
court, and if we were a court, I am personally
committed by my 20 years of professional prartice as
alawyer . . . toaccept the unique precept of Anglo-
Saxon jurisprudence that the most heinous rrumnal
{is innocent until proven guilty.” 4 Z
The matter could 1ot be permitted to stand at
this moral impasse, and on October 21 an cighi-hour
meeting was held betwcen NCC staff members and -
representatives of the Jcwish protesters. The Na-¢
tional Council acknowledged that the protesters had

e

.relying on constitutional restraints, howcuer real:
they may be.” Further, it was established thor
“extensive and continuing conversations were be-
gun with leaders of th thodox Church in Amer-;
ica.” However, the %?W re-,
mained, together with an argum at merobers of !
the OCA, as adherents of a minorit)r cr)mr'mnion;
(Russian and eastern Furopean in origin;, were}

acutely sensitive to the issue of the principle of:
presumed innocence. Nevertheless, the Jewish pm-§

NCC general secretary, indicated that within ten days*;
she would try to convene a special meeting of they -
executive committee. The protesters stated that fail-
ure to hold the meeting within that time would be! ,

“scandalous’” and would result in' their chuiting
down the NCC. fy-:/m MMz~ 7

Dr. Randalil did ar;r,a{ge to schedule z meeting,
within nine days — ini Chicago, chosen for it: central-
location, o ber g0, a Saturday. However, by
this time ne_pges ;seemed to have been rubled raw.
Speaking for the Jewish protesters, Rabbi Awrahzam
Weiss charged that the scheduling of this meesing
on the Jewish Sabbath was “a _b;_cgch of gooc fzith.”

e also urged the NCC to challenge th= (A for
continuing to “‘maintain fellowship with z Irown.
anti-Semite.” Dr. Randall replied that on w5 shorc
notice it was impossible to find any other éz- wara
quorum could be gathered from all over iz ¢one-
nent. She insisted that Rabbi Weiss's U;m"‘"::nlf“'i-
tion consuruted ‘a total hetrayal of trust™

When the exécutive committee met o Firisher.
0. its members were far better informed for |
details of the specific charges had been prr:?c 1T
the meantime. Moral distress over the ma's con—
unued. but essentially the hands of the crn’;g:r:-

eré tied. They could not consraticnak-
A b\}?hop Trifa. To do s» wuufri"

ly suspen

-
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constitute }u‘én_iilleﬁaiiw within the fellowship of
"“‘ N A could tear 1€ Wpart. Further, to sule

LR

against Ll_g__am_h_bl_shng might pre;ud’rc the _govern-
ﬂm s_case against him —a casc yet to be heard
ct‘i&mmi; he licd as to his membership in
ythe Iron Guard when he first entered the country.
To prejudice the case would hardly be in the
interest of those convinced of his guilt. The execu-
tive committee remembered well the McCarthy era
uring whic nt j

the NCC was o
groups demandang :mmcdnau: ouster of al!cgcd com-
= e

:st U sympathizers. =

The exécutive committee realized that the charges
_against Archbishop Trifa are very serious and that
the evidence is not unsubstantial; houever it could
not judge the case without v:olatmg the poir

esum
ﬁmﬁm@——i‘he :
- gke the strongest action it could legally take. It

- rcquest? that the spe
appointed to study the case of Archbishop Valerian

Trifa . . . consider_xequestir rchbisho
ber of

as

ng the Ax to
refrain fro: uting_his duti amem
:h%&:?%&?%ﬁﬁfﬁm has been

resolved by the Holy S)mod [of the OCA] and the
civil judicial process.” A small committee was ap-
pointed to-review the constitution and by-laws in
order to devise a process by which such matters may
in the future be dealt with constitutionally.

On November 1 the NCC's office on Christian-
Jewish relations invited members of major® Jewish
organizations to attend the regular meeting of its
advisory committee. The Christian and Jewish par-
ticipants acknowledged that movement had been
initiated by the OCA and NCC, and they promised
.6 monitor and review further developments closely.
' Sothe matter sta.nds as of this writing.

' And so th 13 yostandforsomet:mg
Indeeéd,”the matter ha.s stood virtuadlly inchanged

since 1941, when the crimes of Archbishop Valerian
Trifa are alleged to have been committed. It has
taken most of these years to get the charges publicly
.aired and to persuade the government to prosecute
Valerian Trifa on the charge of lying to immigra-
tion officers. For 235 years an obscure New York
. dentist named Charlie Krammer fought to get the
' government to act upon his apparently well-docu-
mented charges. Dr. Krammer's saga reads like a spy
thriller (cf. the October issue of Esquire). but a
very tragic sort of thriller. It is likely thateven if
charges are true, and evé’nﬂmﬂe 6 convict
Mthe archbishop of )ying, there would have to be a
_further trial to have him deported (assuming any
fnreign state would have him), all of which takes
time — such a long time that all the principals may
bt: dead before j Just:ce is done.
We can Symlﬂf.hlfe with t.he ]eus angmsh that

A"“ .

Potat ey -t e e

“Giic"mey- believe to be guilty of genocide may curl

up going free. It is understandable that they should
strike out at their friends, lest their friends leave any
stone unturned. The pity is that the NCC has w.
few stones to turn. It can only suggest that the
Orthodox Church of America suspend Archbishop

in fact actively participated in for years. The OCA

“until his case can be heard by the special Lptscopal
Commission, for they fear that to suspend him prior
to an ecclesiastical trial wuuld prejudice his nght of
prcsumed innocence. R

The irony is that 50 many people are struggling v»
h : ith. Nevertheless, the best that

ood but powerlesa metvand women can produce i:
a well- de. Perhaps a victory on this

ecclesiasticat-front will provide the Jews some solace,
but it is doubtful that such a victory can provide
much of substantive worth. RoxaLp GoETz.
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I'rifa from participation on_a buard that he has not .

i

members_are reluctant to suspend the archbishop
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WAKR
WHITEWASHING A NAZI
CHRISTIAN CENTURY MAGAZINE JUSTIFIES

NATIONAL COUNCIL/OF CHURCHES' REFUSAL TO
OusT CONVICTEQ{CRIMINAL FROM BOARD

* * *

The modern rectangular stone building on &me Jerusalem's
Mount Herzl is one of the world's most soul-searingf?emorials.

The upper level of this memorial, called Yad Va@shem/is dark,
except for the flickering of an eternal flame-which illuminates
the marble flooq,intobwhich is carved the names of twenty-six
concentration camps. -

In another section of this Halocaust memorial is the photo-
graphic history of the murder of six million Jews.

In addition to hundreds of photographs, such as one of a youhg‘
‘girl named Ann Frank, there are numerous quotations, enlarged and
accentuated. One of thesé is a statement written by the late Henry
Hbrgenthau, Secretary of the Treasury, deploring the failure to taks
decisive actidn regarding the death cagps -- which the U.S. Governm-
ment 1earned_aBout early in World War II. o -
| Arthur Morse's extensively documented book, "Whilé.Sii Million
Died," tells how the U.S. Department of State allowed only a mxnxma.:
number of Jew1sh refugees to immigrate to the U.S. and turned |
virtually a deaf ear to pleas that the Allies bomb the railheads
which were the key to transporting millions of Jews to their "final
solution" at such extermination camps as Auschewitz,

This book cites a State Department intermal memo in this subiszt,
which notes:

"Jews are known to exaézggte."

* ¥* %
Something véry mach akin to this observation appears to be thka

-MORE -
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theme of Christian Centuryﬁﬁgéazine's transparent whitewash of the
National Council of Church's scandalous refusal to expel a Nazi war
criminal from its governing board.

The Christian Century hag,during most of the existence of the
ﬂétional Council of Churches (NCC)/functioned as this organization's
unofficial house organ, not only in providing effusive editorial
support but in publishing the "reporting" of such ecclesiastical
bureaucrats as Betty Thompson, as news.

. In its Novembef 24th issue, Century editor?at-iarge, Rbnald Goetz,
an ex-Baptist minister who is now a professor of religion at the.
United Church of Christ's Elmhurst College near Chicago, has written
an essay entitled: "The NCC and the Incredible Case of Archbishop Trifa."

Why is the case of Archbishop Trifa "incredible™?

Is it because of that ﬁight in January of 1941 when as a leader
of the ﬁrofﬂazi Iron Guard, Trifa staged a mass execution of Rumanian
Jews in a Bucharest slaughterlhousg, where, in a horrifying parody
of ritual slaughter he had them stripped, had their throats s1i£f$§ﬁ§;
their bodies hung on meat hooks .and stamped "Carne Kosher" (kosher
Meat')? |

No, this was not even mentioned in Professor Goetz' article --
even though it was reported by the New York Times, three years ago,
on December 26, 1973. ; &

Is the case of Archbishop Trifa "incredible" because hé somehow
obtained U.S. citizenship as well as ordination -- despite his having !

been twice tried and convicted in absentia by Rumanian courts?

Well, no, because Professor Goetz neglects to mention that Trifa

-MORE-
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was twice sentenced to life imprisonment by Rumanian courts =--
both communist and non-communist (as also reported by the New
York Times three years ago.
| Instead, Professor Goetz features the preposterous defense of
.the NCC by_its Fresident,Presbyterian attorney William P. Thompson:
"This body is not set up as a court, and if we were a court,
I am personally committed by my 20 years of professional practice
..to accept the unique precept of Ango-Saxon jurisprudence, that
the most heinous criminal is innocent until proven guilty."
| | This sfatemeng’whlcﬁ ignores Trifa's two“g nyictions, is on a
par with the "Jews-are-known-to- exa rate' ta ent of the NCC
Governing Board, which resolved
"To attempt to judge communions on the basis of undocumented
‘evidence of ad hoc groups. .could destroy our common life.’
The evldence against Trifa, upon which the U.S. Department of

Justice has indicted him in Detroit was assembled -- the New York

Times reported -- by the "Rumanian Jewish Federation of America, with

the helo of the Anti-Defamation League of B'Rai B'rith, ﬁhe Jewish
Documentation Center of Simon Wiesenthal in Vienna" and consisted
of "some 500 pages sent to Mr. Gordon'%generaﬁﬂgunsel of the Immi-
gration Service) in Washington. |

None of these organizations can trutnfully be described as
"vad hoe." Nor can 500 pages of evidence -- including the testimony
of eye witnesses in New York and Israel -- be truthfully described
as "undocumented."

Professor Goetz' lead paragraph reveals why he believes the
case of Archbishop Trifa is "incredible." For in reporting that
the NCC was accused of "harboring" a Nazi War Criminal," Professor

-MORE-
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Goetz writes:

e

"One does not normally think of the officials of the National

LR LR EE T Rl ™ ™ S0 L

Council (of churches) as a pack of Nazi sympathizers."

v
= .

Indeed not -- and nobody has ever made any such suggestion.

' But there can be a considerable difference between merely harboring

a Nazi (in order not to have his denomination quit the NCC) and

TR e g

sympathizing with him or his cause.
And this is illustrated by the response of the NCC communica-
tions office when I telephoned them after first learning about their

Board Member Trifa and his murderous past.

e e
I « == -ak e

"Even if Martin Borman were appointed to the Governing Board,"

g4

explained one NCC staffer, "that would be entirely up to the denominatj
This is another of Professor Goetz' themes: alleged helplessness

and legal 1nab111ty to remove a convicted Nazi war criminal from the
Governing Board of the National Council of Churches, & Most ofw
Ao rs are veterans of innumerable civil dlsobedlences to laws less

e lesrasteql
lethal than an onstltutlon under which a mass murderer

LR LS o PSP

v K ass

i
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is being harbored and retained as a governor.

cust how long would 1t take the Governing Board of the NCC to.ff
amend, suspend/or wlts rules if it were discovered that one
delegate was a member 4f the Ku Klux Klan fighting extradition for
murder of 200 black civil rights workers?

But Professor Goetz contends that the ﬁCC took ''the strongest
action it could legally take. It requested that the spécial Episcopal
Commission appointed to study the case of Archbishop Valerian Trifa

. consider requesting the Archbishop to refrain from executing his

duties as a member of the Governing Board until the matter has been

resolved by the Holy Synod (of the Orthodox Church of America) and

the Civil judicial process." e
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This really amounts to a respectful request that Trifa suspend
himeelf. For Trifa's power in his denomination -- and the violent
meane he used to acquire it -- are outlined in detail in the October
1976 issue of Equire.

Professor Goetz writes that this is a suggestion "that the
Orthodox Church in America suspend Archbishop Trifa from participa-
tion on a board that he has not in fact actively participated in
fo;'years."

This statement reveals that Professor Goetz doesn't know what
he is writing about -- to give him the benefit of the doubt. For
when the NCC held its Governing Board meeting in Goetz‘oﬁn_backyard
of Chicago and welcomed a delegation of Soviet clergy in March of 1?75
-=-.Valerian Trlfa was in attendance as a voting delegate.
| Goetz contends that the ousting of Trifa from the NCC mlght =

preJudlce the case agalnst hlm whlch "would hardly be in the 1nte;est
of those conv1nced of his guilt.” : %

This is as legally questionable as it is misleadingjisFo; uﬁléééjff
New York deﬁtistICharles Kremer of the.Rumanian Jewish ?eoe;etioﬁ '
of America had been conv1nced of Trlfa s gullt he would never have‘

.ﬁ-.."

spent 25 years gatherlng ev1dence and pleadlng for U.S. Government
agencies to take action.

Professor Goetz mentions this quarter century of effort as. |
chronicled in Esquire. But Goetz apparently didn't read the a;ticie
very carefully: For Esquire's story of "Dr. Kremer" is referred to
by Goetz as 'Dr. Krammer." Moreover,Goetz fails to note that .
Dr. Kremer has been pleading with the National Council of Churches
for 20 years to do something about feifa. Instead, Goetz'writing

suggeets that the NCC was taken by surprise, in his reporting in
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The Century that on October 8th:
' "The Governing Board directed its credential committee to
considef’the matter." |

To report in this manner. to readers of The Christién Century
at best reveals the writer's inexcusable ignorance of his subject.
The sole alternative is that Professor Goetz has been deliberately
deceived -- or is deliberately deceptive.

thoughg& detected a commendable glimmer of 6bjectivity and
equity in Professor Goetz' essay when, along with his editorial
lamentations about the NCC having its "hands tied” as good but
powerless men and women," he did quote Rabbi.'QFGnebaum and James
Rudin of the American Jewish Committee and their statement:

"Millions of American Jews ﬁnd Christians of all denominations
regard the refusal 6f the National Council of Churches to remove
Valerian Trifa from his present position...as a moral affront....To
avoi?& taking action on the technical bésis ﬁhat such decision féstéa.
with the Orthodox Church of.America is to evade moral fesponsibility
through legalism."

Yet only four paragraphs further on, Professor Goetz notedQI

"The executive committee‘remembers well the McCarthy erg}during
which the NCC was so often confronted by groups dem;nding immediate
ouster of alleged Communist sympathizers."

This cbmparison of "alleged Communist .sympathizers' with a

twice convicted, thrice indicted Nazi @Ar &riminal is a worthy
LM PaN 0 .-" . ) 2
in thought to Professor Goetz'implied comparison of

Senator McCai:thy %}r to Rabbis Tannebaum and Rudin.
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DRAFT

REPORT OF DR. CHARLES H. KREMER'S

SPECIAL MISSION TO EUROPE AND ISRAEL

TO_SECURE ADDITIONAL WITMESSES AND DOCUMENTATION AGAINST

BISHOP VALERIAN D. TRIFA, POGROMIST AND FORMER PRESIDENT

OF THE UNION OF NATIONAL CHRISTIAN STUDENTS IN ROMANIA (UNSER).

GENERAL REMARKS

Before making out my report I wish to make a few observations. My trip to
Europe and Israel would Have been an impossibility if nct for the help I got
from a few friends, relatives, plus some organizations: Survivors of Nazi
Camps and Resistance Fighters - Mr. Abe Morgenstern, president. Mr. John Rane,
secretary; Romanian Chapter 104 B'nai Zion - Mr. Nat Shelman and Mr. Marc
Brandman, president and vice president respectively; my Masonic Lodge friends
and by the personal efforts o% Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum who sent me a most
substantial check by comparision before leaving for my trip. I am alsoc grate-
ful to Rabbi Tanenbaum for his recommendation to Dr. Abraham Karlikoff in
Paris and Dr. Moshe Resnikoff in Jerusalem. These two doors that he opened
for me proved invaluable and gave me a true insight into the extensive and
important work which the AJC does for Jews all over the world. These two men
are a great asset for the survival of our people through their interést in
Jewish matters., Their proper selection as representatives of the AJC is respon-
sible for the efficent way the overseas branches render services to world
Jewry. Dr. Resnikoff is responsible for some of my broadcasts and interviews.
He also paid to arrange the press conference at the Jerusalem Press Club
suppﬁying press releases (Exhibit I) and refreshments. By his remarks he helped
-améie the press conference a real success. I wish to take this opportunity and
means to thank hih and his staff for their help. As a result of this press
conference, every Israeli daily and weekly published articles (Exhibit II).

Idiat Achronat, Daver and Viata Noastra whose editor is Mr. Moshe Maur, one of
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my main witnesses published extensive full page interviews. Because of three
public meetings by the Romanian B'nai B'rith Lodge, Dr.Niemerouea (Exhibit III),
Romanian Masonic Lodge F.2 A.M., Hashahar #32 and Beth Joseph, Jacob and Zwi
Gutman Synagogue, I succeeded in obtaining a few good witnesses and leave behind
an organized group of devoted workers to research the Trifa Case in my absence.
In passing, I wish to state that I spent quite some time at Yad Vashem where I
obtained vaulable witnesses and documentation. Later on in my report I will
deal with this valuable documentation.of official government documents. If I
only got these documents and no witnesses, this would have been sufficient com-
pensation for my efforts connected with this trip. (Exhibit IV and flier of
Trifa,Exhibit V). I am also enclosing my letter which I sent before leaving

and the responses which I have received from The American Federation of Jewish
Fighters, camp inmates and Nazi Victims Inc., Mr. E1i Zborowski, honorary pres-
ident (Exhibit VI) and from ADL, nafiona1 director Benjamin R. Epstein (Exhibit
VII)_I GOT LETTERS BUT MO MONEY. I refuse to comment because all letters speak
for themselves quité clearly.

I was also very lucky to have obtained a few new pictures of Trifa. I am sure
that if I could have gone.to Romania and visited the National Romanian Library,
met with some witnesses whose names I got in Israe]/aggme former Iron Guardists

who have confessed their sins, I am convinced that we could have obtained more

useful documents and witnesses,

DOCUMENTATION OBTAINED

I.. I.have obtained very important documentation from Mr. George Beza. Since

he will be a witness and is very familiar with the Trifa Case, I will not discuss
here his role. Suffite it to say that he is an excellent witness whom Trifa
fears,mostly becaﬁse he, with other Romanian ministers, brought a legal action
against Trifa in 1937. Trifa was found guilty and sent to jail. This episode

in his 1ife he did not declare and Beza has all the official documents to beat

him.
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2. Yad Vashem Documentation: The main reason why this documentation is important

(incidentally, I have copies for the last 20 years) is because every page of this
file on Trifa in connection with nis accusation at the Trial and his sentence,
eVery page has the authentic seal of the Romanian government. I will use here
for identification the page number used originally by the Yad Vashem researchers.
I translated only that portion which refers to Trifa where his name is mentioned.
For our purpose it is worth to notice that he is reffered to as COMANDANT of the
Legionnaires, i.e., the Iron Guard - the arm of hte Nazi movement in Romania.
He always denies this. I shall now wuote in translation that"Monitorul official”
similar with the Congressional Record on November 4 published the following:
“The Fuehrer of the Romanian Government and President of the Council of Ministers
General Ion Antonescu (Therefore, Trifa was an official of the Romanian Government)
has appointed Viorel Trifa for three years as President of the Union of the National
. Romanian Christian Students on. November 2, 1940 (document #39 Yad Vashem File C)
that the Monitorul oficial (Congressional Record) of May 9, 1941 on page 2481 states
"the - former Comandant legionaire Viorel Trifa is summoned to présent himself
before the Military Tribunal within 3 days etc. (theréfore he was Comandant) (page
41 Y.V) that the sentence of hard Tabor for Tife was imposed upon Viorel Trifa
on June 15, 1941, that (transiation of page 43 Y. V. file) where underlined.
Considering that relative to the accused Viorel Trifa Dumetru Groza, Ilie
Garneata and Corneluj Georgescu, having proved that they had the command of
different troops of insurgents, who have participated in efiferent points of the
Capital and namely against the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, placing,
at the etc, ---- and especially at headquarters in Roma Street, results that théir
role as leaders is definite and proven as it was in fact shown."

Page 44, Y.V.If11es states: taking into consideration that the accused
Viorel Trifa it is estabiished in fact that in his qualification as Commandant
of the Iron Guard students he has called a meeting of the presidents of the

students societies for January 13, 1941,.."
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Page 45: all the above being proven, "demonstrates the participation of
the-accused Viorel Trifa to the organizing of the Iron Guard groups, this last
conclusion becomes stronger. also because the organization udner his command was
armed." | |

On page 46 Y.V. file: ®The participation at the rebellion of the accused
Viorel Trifa is proven by his very presence at the Iron Guard headquarters in
Roma Street, on the important centers of the rebels who acted in the days of
20-24 January 1541, |

Page 50 states that "on Monday, January 20, 1941 at night under the leadership
of the accused Viorel Trifa and Groza there were students and workers demonstrations"

Page 51 Y.V. file states clearly that the "“Students Corps was commanded by Viorel
Trifa", |

Page 54 Y.V. file contains theée vords: We want a legionaire government in
the first manifesto signed by Viorel Trifa, printed in tens of thousands of copies
and send over the radio continuously during the rebellion.

Page 55 Y.V. file contains this sentence: "Viorel Trifa is the organizor
of the student body; this is the way this legionaire body has participated at the

insurrection, the accused (V.T.) was actually the commandant.

WITNESSES ~ Upon arrival I have personally contacted Mr. Colonel Moshe Russek,
the chief of Police in charge of pursuing Nazis. He assigned Mr. Martin Kolnar
to- work with me. He will be available to U.S. Attorney F. Van Tiem. (03-383581).

I was lucky because of the publicity and my few radio breadcasts to have
obtained over 50 witnesses. I have interviewed twice as many.in the time I spent
in Israel, Germany and France. I will divide them into three categories:

I. The best witnesses )
II. Mediocre witnesses ) Strictly Confidential

ITI. Witnesses in Romania )

which I did not interview

but which I obtained through my contacts
with Jewish leaders in Israel.



- B w

I. Best witnesses: any witness who testifies takes a great risk with his Tife.
Everybody in my travels was amazed that I am still alive. I told everybody
that I am hopeful to see the end of Trifa with my own eyes, and even hear the
verdict of denaturalization. His deportation is a long way off. Best witnesses

in aphabetical order: Itzhak Artzi - deputy mayor of Tel Aviv. He personally

had experiences during the rebellion. He offered to help Mr. F. Van Tiem. He asked
me to make him a witness.

Professor Constantin Antonovici - good eyewitness. Knows

Trifa.intimately. UN 4-2567 - address: 1 lest 106th Street, NYC

George Beza - 3 Allee Faure, 93110 Rosny Sous Bois;
phone 5284243, He has followed closely Trifa since 1936. In 1937 he and a few -
ministerslbrought Trifa to trial and convicted him. He will.present the evidence.
Knows where to find the official documentation on Trifa. The only survivor of
30 people condemned to death by Trifa's death squad.

Trainu Boeru was a partner in crime. See New York Times

dated Decemb er 26, 1973, an article by Ralph Blumenthal identifying Trifa as an
Iron Guardist, 1ives in Munich. You can find him in the phone book. I never met
him personally.

Herman Braunstein: Bal Shem Tov 3/1, Herzlia. Tel: 03-985-

028. Presentable good witness. Lived iﬁ Bucharest at Strada Calarasz #35, next
door to 37 Strada Calarasi, the address of the Iron Gard Headquarters. House

was occupied by the Iron Guard. (37 Calarasi), previously owned by a Jew. (not |
sure of name Bercovici?) He saw Trifa daily in his uniform together with other
Iron Guardiests beating up the Jews, etc. He knows plenty. He is also familiar
with Rabbi Zwi Gutman's miraculous escape. He saved his 1ife by taking refuge

in a hotel in Gabroveni Strada.

Marcu Calmanovici, Rehor IAD Lebanim, Tel Aviv. Is good

witness because he had personal contact repeatedly with Viroel Trifa in his store.

Saw in fact parade, the statue of Mihain at Embassy. Gave him money.
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Marviciu Eschenazy, Rehov Hen 16/22, Arad. After I trans-

lated his statement I will type it in and xerox both the original and translation.

Rabbi Ephaim Gutman, the son of Rabbi Zwi Gutman, whose

two brothers were killed by Trifa's Iron Guardists, was old enough to remember.
One night we staid up until 2 a. m. for him to tell me all the details;he will make
a good witness.

Sai Mater Goldenberg, Afikof Street 431/28, Ashkelcen. Denfist

I have a notarized statement which I will translate and incorporate both the
xeroxes  the original and the translation.

Josif Hofman, #43 - no phone. He said:any child over 5

years knew of Trifa. He was daily in the newspapers. Saw his pictures and read
his speeches, heard him speak.over the radio.

Herman Herscovici,Shikun Weizman, Block 13/9, no phone

Had a store for men and women's apparel. He saw many times pictures and articles
of Trifa, read his speeches in the dailies. Never met him personally but knew

him by his picture;always in unifbrm of Iron Guardist; sensing the trouble in the
store from the commotion in the street he decided to go home. (what follows now I

read = . also in the book, The Slaughters in Bucharest) and was told by many

people the same thing. On the way home he passed the Bridge Sherban Voda

barricaded by trolley cars placed at right angles. Hefinally reached home. His
bell was not touched.by Iron Guardists. He was on ghe ground floor. On the gfound
floor next to him where lived a pants merchant his bell rang. The murderer took
him to the police station. MNext day they found him and his salesman from the store,
Fritz, dead at Jilava.

Rita Hoferman was a 12-year old child when her father was

taken with other Jews including Mr. Cotie, a lawyer, and brought to the main
police station as a hostage. By some hapenstance too complicated to go into details,
he was separated from the other four who survived and went to Israel  while her

father whom she saw alive in the police station was later killd and only part of
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of his head and body were returned to the family for burial. In Israel this
story was confirmed so that now we have corraborating witness statements by
Cotie. |

Marcu Josif: Enzo Sureni 20 Ghivataim(?) thrdugh Mr. Moshe
Maur Mr, Marcu Josif can be contacted. He places Trifa in Ploesti in November
1940, holds him responsible for killing Rabbi Friedmann of Ploesti with other
few people and accuses him of plotting to get money from Jews not to kill them.
He overheard some damaging convarsation involving Trifa. He has seen him many
times dressed in his uniform.

Ludovic Iankovici: changed his name now to Aharon Vatram,

Simona Str.- Hakitzahon 1092/17. Has good knowledge of Trifa.

Eliezer Ilan: historian professor, Rehor Arba Aralot 22/16

Tel: 03-891190. He should be contacted because he has a thorough knowledge of
Trifa and his activities. He should be sent to Romania for he knows the documents.

Stefan Kremnitzer: Rehor Itzhae Sate 32 (tel: 03-929855)

confirmed what Saxone said about Trifa's whereabouts etc. Good witness.

Dr. Theodor Lavi: Bustanai Str, #32, Jerusalem, Katamon.

Contact him by phone through Yad Vashem (02531202) and ask for Dr. Kermish -
702531191, He is an expert-on Trifa. Must be con tacted. He just retired from
Romanian Desk at Yad Vashem. He is an excellent writer and analyst of Romanian
history and Jews in Romania. He collected Trifa documents.

Andre Popescu: (place here his letter and statement)

Rehor Alione #1, 13/11 SarAlia

Simon Shaferman: Pastorescu Shikin, 21 Zichron Jacob Street,

Apt. 11, Jerusalem 02533841, he has the most complete Iron Guard library. I think
it would be a good investment to pay for his expenses to travel to Romania in
order to find the necessary documentation because he knows exactly where to find
it. When interviewing him, this information should be obtained from him in case
he does not go to Romania. He'was all his 1ife a newspaperman. That is why he is

familiar with the Trifa case.
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Moshe Maurshor: 145 Aluf David Ramat Hen; tel: 03-746-710

at home office 52 Hara Revet Str., Tel Aviv. tei: 03-37801. He is a valuab le
witness because he actually saw Trifa ordering the burning of a synagogue. As a
newspaperman he can definitely identify Trifa as an Iron Guardist.

Rabbi Dr. Menachem Shafran by a miracle saved his 1ife when

Trifa came to Ploesti. He took the place of Rabbi Friedman who was killed the
same night as Nicolae Jorgi. He will tell you some fascinating experiences in con-
nection with Trifa's activities. He was the former chief rabbi of Ploesti.
Address: Rehov Fishman 15, tel: 03-413976. |

Advocat Valentru Saxone: Ardes Katz, Dor Hoz #7, phone 03-80316.
I consider him a great asset among my witnesses. He has submitted a 6-page report
of the various matters in connection with the Trifa case as a result of the many
days and nights we spent together. The American Jewish national organizations
interested in preventing another Holocaust should make a financial investment and
send Mr. Saxone to Romania where,as a former Mason lsader in the Jewish community -
both religious and secular,he would be a great force for good in guiding Mr.
Fred Van Tiem to obtain the necessary documents to help him win the Trifa trial.
Anyone who reads his report will agree with me. As a result of this report I ob-
tained many additional Romanian Christian witnesses which,if alive and willing to
testify,will tip the balance in our favor.

Rabbi Shalom Zilverfarb: head of the Central Office of

Cooperation, Department of Tourism and Romanian Jews in Israel. Office:
Hapoel Harnizeachi
166 Iben Gabriol Str., Tel Aviv
Phone: 03-440316 and 03-44415]
Home: 9 Lipsky Str., Tel Aviv
. Phone: 453798
Is familiar with Trifa case. He has a great knowlege of Trifa and victims.

(potential witnesses)
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Cotic: lawyer, former head of Jewish community, valuab le

witness to corroborate Mrs. Frida Hoferman's testimony, very well spoken. He has
a fascinating story. full of miracles how he and/gg;gﬁ Jews escaped death by
paying their way with the community funds. The story is too long to mention here
but will be valuable in court. Tel Aviv address: Sieri Str.11. Tel: 03-233730
home in Tel Aviv: 03-730621. Jerusalem address: 18 Kaf Tet Be November, Jerusalem.

| Jean Cohen: jurist. I suggest you get his advice because he
knows the legal end of Trifa's case, Office tel: 03-225656. Home: 03-416804.
He could be also a good witness. Address: Rehov Joseph Bathay, #3, Ramataviv

Bela Wetiberg: lives on Main Street in Beersheba. Good

witness. Has a photo supply shop.

Simon Wiesenthal: c¢/o Jewish Documentation Centrum, 1010

Wien,
Jona Katz : 38 Hernikovsky Str., Tel AViv. He was detained
with Horincarp. Phoned Dr. Filderman. He can confirm what Saxone says.

Oscar Stumer: Played the drums in an orchestra. His

friend, Banica, played the violin and he was an Iron Guardist who knows Stumer.
Address: Rehov Hatzmant 38/3 Tel: 03-987510

Bernard Solomon: Tel: 03-984868. Lived in Bucarest on

Dorobantzi Str. He is familiar with the Trifa case. He came to see me.

Milstein Avram: 69% Asdad Tel: 055-32654 (home)

03-283316 office (8 am to 4 pm). He is a newspaperman. I will place here his

letter.

Abraham Davis Kratz: Kiriat Menachem Str., Panama 24/7. Knows

Zelea Codreaiu and Trifa also in Romania. A pharmacist. Zaharia Maniolache

2. Mediocre Witnesses

Samuel Cohen: Anton Kolsky Str. #19, Tel Aviv. 03-244043. I don't recall

what he said. He made the trip to see me. There were too many people art the

time and I can't place him.
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Israel Iankulovici Dimona: same as Samuel Cohen.

Idor Cohen: former member of Knesset. A most dear friend of mine. He
can be used for making official contacts.

Jean Aucel: knows Trifa file inside out. Work s for Yad VAshem in the
Archives Department, whose director is Dr. Kermish. 02531202. Speaks English
and Romanian besides Hebrew. |

. Dr. Joshua Rosenzweig : Works in a hospital in Jerusalem . Has a good

story but I misplaced his address and phone no. I have contacted the AJC for
address.

Rifka Sigal: 38 Sokalov Str., Tel Aviv. 03-229867. While student
personally met Trifa in the greenhouse in order for him to intervene for her
and her roommate to be dle to take the final exams (medical). Make sure of the
exact date when this happened because King CArol II was overthrown September

6th and the Iron Guard State was established September 14, 1940.

3. Witnesses in Romania whom I did not interview

Alexandru Constant: Was propay and a minister in Smea's government (see

telepohone book or Dr. Smea or Dr. Mileoveanui for address and phone.

Dumitrui Groza: who with Horia Sunia and Vior el Trifa were the top

leaders of the Iron Guard movement. He was in jail , was brainwashed and if he
lives, he can ge a good witness because he and Trifa led the march on the streets
of Bucharest, January 20, 1941. His whereabouts can be found at the office of"
Virgil landea (Association Romania - 122063)

Dr. Sherbau Milcoveanu: excellent witness. former legionaire.

Comisar Pascu: In January 21, 1941 was police chief of the 3rd precinct

of police. located on Boulevard NDomniteil.

Rabbi Dr. Moses Rosen: office Strada Sf. Vineri, #9. Home: Strada M.

Rosetti #17, Bucarest 13,Sector II, tel: 155090. Very good witness.

Constantin RAdu: about 80 yrs. old. see telephone book.
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7. Eili Roman: composers 1 son lives in Bucharest. Knows all about Trifa.
He is in the telephone book. Is Jewish. If not in the book, Rabbi Rosen will
help locate him.

8. Dr. Ion Sava: See Saxone's report. He was a member of the Iron Guard

but later on was sorry he joined. Hospital of Geriactology: 832130 - Maternity
Ext. 1, 2, 3 or Service. direct phione 315602. Home: 342039. About ten years
ago I spoike to him not knowing that he was a meber of the Iron Gurd while I
visited Romania and delivered regards from his divorced wife, Lydia, and daughter
Luminitza. He came to the USA on a temporary visa. From Mr. Valentru Saxone

I found out that Dr. Ion Sava was an Iron Guardist at its very inception but did
not partake in cfimes. Maybe he can be convinced.

9. Arnold Schwefelberg, Burghelea Str., #9, Bucharest. Has telephone. Knows

me personally. His father was my teacher in public shcool in Braila, Romania.
Has always been a public figure in Jewish affairs. Very familiar with Trifa's
activities.

10. Traiau Boeru: This is repeated; see under Best Witnesses.

11. Mr, Emil Schechter: Rabbi Rosen's personal secretary, a lawyer, can become

an excellent witness. c¢.o Federation of Jewish Communities of Romania, Bucharest
Strada St. Vineri, #9. Same telephone as Rabbi Rosen.

12. Dr, Sigal Lasi: lives at Strada Catarasi, #35, next door to the former
Iron Guard building at Strada Calarasi 37, Bucharest. Mention to him Mr. Herman
Braunstein Tived also at 35 Ca]arisi STr.

13. Advocat Ionel Viadescu: Mason., He is in the telephone book. He lived

on the first floor o n Calea Serban , Bucharest. He was the trial lawyer for Trifa.
If you look up the file of the 1941 Military trial of erifa in the ARchives of
the Military Tribunal of June 1941 (sentence was rendered June 15, 1941), you can

trace Ionel Vladescu who could turn out to Be your best witness.

g
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SUGGESTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

The above accomplishments of one of my most important undertakings ﬁn the Trifa
matter give me great pleasure to share with you my happiness which 1 feel now when
I have in my possessionlsuch good documentation and witnesses obtained with such
great sacrifice in health and finances. Thank God that at my age I was able to
support such an ordeal - my traveling, eating irregularly and one one foot with

improper rest. The Good Lord gave me the strength to accomplish my mission.

Before returning I had intended to visit with Mr. Simon Wiesenthal to plan
strategy and even go to Romania for some additional witnesses and documents.

When I realized that my finances are very low, I decided to come home. I can
assure you that during the 47 days I was away, I did not find time for relaxation
or pleasure. This is a fact. Wherever I got up in the morning, I never went

to bed at night to sleep in the same bed. I had days when from mornimng till
bedtime, I shuttled from Matainc, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and back and most of the
time by bus. Taxis are too expensive in Israel. It all seemed 1ike one long,
long day. Now that I know the positive results of my mission since I obtained
excellent original documents and about 50 witnesses, I would have considered
myself a traitor to my people totally guilty of deserting my cause and I could not

have Tived with myself should
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i havé forfeited this trip and instead walked the streets of New York with
‘money in my pockets but feeling guilty by not fulfilling my duty as a Jew and
a human being. Now I shall rest and sleep better though deprived of many
necessities because of this --my most expensive undertaking in my search
for obtaining documentation and witnesses which will bring justice to the
victims of Bishop Trifa's ac;ivities and pogroms by finding him guilty of
entering our country illegally.

My work is far from finished but because of lack of funds I shali be
forced to retire from future acfivities in connection with Trifa. God only
knows that I have enbugh other prbblems and expenses beside Trifa. My phone
and mailing expenses are greater than my personal daily expenses but I prefer
to rest, save my money on Trifa for covering my daily living charges.

Howeﬁer, I will be glad to go out on a speaking tour on the 'Nazi
Menace in the U.S.A." or "Trifa's activities." He is now becoming involved
all over the world in order to organize an international movement. He just
returned from an extensive trib in France, Germany, Spain (where Horia Sima
the Iron Guard fuhrer lives. By lecturing I could earn some money to help
defray my daily living expenses and those on the Trifa case. I sincerely
believe that the following organizations.ought to create a grant to help me
in my work, namely AJC, ADL, AJCongress and NJCCAB. The JW Board Lecture
Bureau could help by sponsoring me immediately as a lecturer. Why don't
you see this menace here in the USA and in Europe from the various Nazi énd
Neo-Naxi groups. I sincerely believe the Jewish Community Council Advisory
Board with Mr. A. Baer at its head can easily arrange for me through the

various local Jewish federations throughout the USA a speaking tour. Also

if not the AJC, ADL, AJC maybe the 32 major national Jewish organizations

would come to my rescue and help in order for me to continue my activities
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;gaiést Trifa. Nobody else is doing it. I know that every Jewish organi-
zation without exception works with a most reduced budget. I am not asking
them to contribute from their iqdividual budgets. They can do what Marc
Tanenbaum is doing: interest a'person in their respective organization to
help a good cause by helping me. Just one simple ilustration and before I
do this I want to ask: Should I spend my money for the books mentioned
below or rather take care of my personal living expenses? I sincerely

first
believe that I owe myself to spend money for my own needs/rather than for

these books.

1) Horia SIMA: Histoire du Mbﬁement Legionnaire Eaited.by DACIA 1972
(408 pages) at Rio de Janeiero (see pages 327, 332)

2. N. ARNAVTO '"Amintiri' Edited by "CUGET ROMANSC' Buenos Aires 1974
ECHEVERIA 3368/1V/ Buenos Aires

3. La Garde de FER/, "The Iron Guard in pictures Amagial album for 50
years - Iron Guard Anniversary Madrid $100.00 can be obtained from
CHIRILA CIUNTO in Detroit

4. Jean Paul de Longchamp '"La Garde de fer' SEFA

5. General Autonesia Vol. I and II Re Mgrgi nea propastier publications
which spread nazi poison in Romanian language SOLIA BIRE, BOIAN NEWS,
DRUM, CUVANTUL. I have to discontinue my subscription to them. A

book which the Iron Guardists burn and destroy is called Garde de Fier by

Father Stefass PALAGHITA. I cone borrowed this book for a few hours and

at my own expense paying 25 cents a page to Xerox a book of about 400 pages.

This was years ago when I practiced my profession. Now I can't afford to

do this. I need support and help badly. We have so many Jewish organiza-

tions with budgets running into millions of dollars annually. who should
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have disregarded some priorities and taken over my work on pursuing Trifa. This
was a singlehanded operation conceived and sclved for good or bad and prolcnged.
Shculd I have had the millions that one Jewish organization has, I can assure you

that the Trifa case would have been completed long ago.

I plead with the Jewish organizations to help me. It is still not too late. I
have three persons, a former Romanian history professor, another one a former
Romanian newspaperman and one, a former outstanding leader in the Jewish com-
munity and a Supreme Court Romanian lawyer who can actually put their hands on

the documents and newspapers of that era in Romania and bring them back. The

docu .mentation cover the trail. They could also help the U.S. Attorney in finding
not only documents but witnesses, gentiles who would be more valuabte than our
Jewish ones. If no money can be found for me, please find some money for the
above people. The faré.from Israel to Romania is exceptionally little and living
there is not expensive.l They also have connections with people in Europe and

many old friends and relatives who can help, too.

In closing I wish to thank all people and organizations who helped share my
expenses to also share with me my joy and happiness that I derived from realizing

that this effort has made my dream come true.




Horthy's Attrocifics
in the North of Transyivania

(SEPTEMBER 1940 — OCTOBER 1944)



All along its millenary history, the Rumanian people
had to face, for many a times, the invading tendencies
of alien powers, coveting the riches of its land and
trying to submit it. Overwhelmed by external forces,
the Rumanian people, was obliged in some historical
periods, to carry the heavy yoke of foreign domination,
a fact which forcefully barred the course of its historical
development.

In spite of all hostile conditions, the Rumanian peo-
ple unflinchingly continued its existence in its fore-
fathers’ hearth, and preserved its national being and
ancestors’ land, striving for the union of all Rumanians
in one and.a single state. The legitimate aspirations of
the. Rumanian people for unity.and independence gained
new valences in the 19th century, when the social, eco-
nomic and political development of the Rumanian so-
ciety necessarily, logically and objectively imposed, in
1859, the Union of Moldavia and Wallachia. These aspi-
rations were fulfilled by the gaining of full state inde-
pendence in 1877 and the completion of national unity
following the decisions adopted at the assemblies of
Chisinau, Cernauti and Alba Julia in 1918 concerning
the union of Bessarabia, Bukovina and Transylvania
with the Motherland,. territories wthich had been
snatched away by the Hapsburg and Tsarist Empires
during the 18th and 19th centuries. ’

The making of the Rumanian unitary national state
achieved the mnational, social and  economic frame-
work for the speedier development of the country, for
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the rallying of all energies and creative capacities of
the Rumanian people.

The completion of state unity of the Rumanian peo-
ple was recognized internationally as well, including
Hungary’s government, which declared in a telegram
signed by Béla Kun, addressed tothe Rumanian govern-
ment : “In behalf of the Revolutionary-Magyar Govern-
ment of the Councils I am honoured to let you know
that we unreservedly recognize all the national territorial
pretentions claimed by you.” !

The Hungarian aristocracy never chimed in with
the making of the Rumanian unitary national state,
as it never did with the completion of other na-
tional states resulting from the decay of the multi-na-
tional empires. They attached all their hopes to the big
revisionist powers, intensified their activity function of
the latter’s cooperation. After 1933, Horthy’s governing
circles, looked forward particularly to the Nazi Third
Reich, which with a view to achieving its expansionist
programme, resorted to submination and threatenings,
to hate-mongering between various states and peoples,
according to the principle Divide et impera.

The imperialist policy of world re-division and do-
mination promoted by Nazi Germany led to the break-
ing of the Second World War. Concessions and giving
in to Hitlerism, the lack of firmness and unity of the
European states in front of Germany’s aggressive policy
allowed the countries promoting a policy of territorial
revisions to unleash the Second World War, attacking
and submitting in turn a great number of states. Under
these circumstances, at the beginning of the war, Rumania
found herself isolated internationally, a fact which made
her dismemberment easier in the summer of 1940.

Under the concerted pressures exerted by Hitler's
Germany, fascist Italy and Horthy’s Hungary, and in
extremely unfavourable external conditions, when the
Rumanian people found itself alone in front of the ag-
gressors, abandoned by all European states, Rumania
was compelled to accept also the Vienna Diktat of
August 30, 1940, under which the north-western part

1 A magyar munkdsmozgalom tdrténetének wvdlogatoit do-
kumentumai, Vol. 6/a, Budapest, 1960, p. 355; “Dimineata” of
May 5, 1919. : .
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of the Rumanian territory (the northern part of Transyl-
vania), covering an area of 43,492 sq.km. inhabitted
by a population of over 2.6 million people, Rumanians in
their great majority, was torn off the country’s body
and given unto Horthy’s Hungary.

The decision taken in Vienna, by the foreign minis-
ters of Hitler’s Germany and Fascist Italy, — a direct
attack at the independence, sovereignty and integrity
of the Rumanian state, roused the indignation of the
entire people. In assemblies held all over Rumania’s
territory — in Cluj, Timisoara, Bucharest, Sibiu, Sebes-
Alba, Cugir, Oradea, Sighisoara, Baia Mare, Jassy,
Constanta, Turda, a.o. — the people’s masses, the
workers, the peasants, intellectuals, military men voiced
their flrm determination to defend with the force of
arms the country’s frontiers. -

- External concentric pressure, accompanied by massive
concentration of military forces at Rumamia’s borders,
determined the Rumanian leading political eircles to ac-
cept, as a temporary solution, the Vienna decision. Sub-
sequently, for four years — from September 1940 until
October 1944 — a part of the Rumanian people’s ances-
tors’ land — the.northern part of Transylvania — suffer-
ed the oppression of the occupation regime of the Hun-
garian fascists.

The snatching of the Northern part of Transylvama
from the national territory interrupted, for a time, the
normal development of the unitary economic, social and
political life, separating from the homeland the Ruma-
nian majority population in the regions occupied by
Horthyists, which was submitted to a brutal and bloody
régime of persecussions, aiming at the de-nationalisation
and numerical reduction of the Rumanian population as
well as of other non-Magyar nationalities in the' respec-
tive territory.

. * .

Horthy's regime, enthroned in the northern part of
Transylvania brought about, together with the military
laws, thousands of police soldiers, recruited according
‘to well-defined principles -and trained on purpose by
Magyar authorities, chauvinistic instigation against -the
people’s masses of non-Magyar and non-German natio-
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nalities. Savage ‘terror practiced by Horthyists caused
particularly to the Rumanian majority population great
sufferings. .

soldiers and_the1r su
tions, described their ¥onduct line in the following
terms : “I shall eliminat i '

way ! (..) At nightI shall skt fire on the Rumanian villa-

blade of my sword. I sha
strangle the- babies at their
be merciless. I shall have no
children or mothers in waitin

pity, bloody revenge!”! -
g which they domi-

nated the north-western territory of Rumania, Horthy's
occupation troops, together' with the nationalist para-
military organizations, like Rcmgyos Garda” (“Ragmuffins
Guard”, formed of white officers from Hungary, dres-
sed in civil worn-out clothes), “Nemzetbrség” {(“National
Guard”), “Tiizharcosok” (“the Fire-line Fighters’), and
others, committed thousands of murderings, maltreatings
and devastations. There was hardly a locality left, in
the Northern part of Transylvania with its inhabitants
uninjured, in one way or another ; all had to suffer
every sort of brutality perpertrated by the Hungarian
fascists. Most significant would be the testimony of a
witness of those events, Szenczei Laszlé, who wrote:
“The soldiers stuffed \'irith fascists theories, once in the
north of Transylvania, perpertrated hideous attrocities
upon the poor inhabitants of the Rumanian villages.”?
From the first days of the occupation, there were
committed a great number of mass murderings. Thus,
on Seéptember 9, 1940, Horthy’s soldiers murdered a

i Dr. Traian Bunescu, Lupta poporului roman impotriva dicta-
tului fascist de la Viena (August 1940), Editura Politica, 1971,

p. 205, :
2 Szenczei Lészld, Magyar-roman kérdés (The Rumanian-

Magyar Question), Budapest, 1946, p. 161.
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number of 81 inhabitants of the village of Trasnea,
Salaj County, and their homesteads were put to fire;
during the night of 13/14 September 159 people, that is
almost all the Rumanian inhabitants of the Ip village,
Salaj County, were slaughtered, while between the vil-
lages of Pausa and Ciumara there were shot a number
of 30 Rumanians ; in the village of Muresenii de Cimpie
there were extermined during the night of 23/24 Sep-
tember 1940 ten members of the families of Priest
Andrei Bujor, school-teacher Petri Gheorghe and of
Mayor Vasilica Gurzau. Besides these collective murder-
ings there were committed also numerous individual
ones, all the victims being killed after having been sa-
vagely tortured. In only two years of Hungarian fascist
occupation - (September 1940—1942), there were killed
without trial 991 Rumanians in the Rumanian territory
occcupied by Hungary. At the same time, during the
same interval there were recorded 6,813 cases of serious
ill-treatings and fortures. ! There are guoted some cases
of citizens found with the Rumanian tricolour flag
upon them; who were nailed the national banner into
their flesh. v

The goal aimed by the Hungarian fascxsts with
these beast-like measures was double : on the one hand,
by the physical extermination of as many as possible
Rumanians — according to the Programme formulated
in the Mercilessly booklet — and by the torturing of
the others to make them leave their native places and
take refuge beyond the demarcation line, they tried to
liquidate the Rumanian majority in the respective terri-
tories ; on the other hand, they tried to frighten the
population with these measures, in order to stifle from
the wvery begm.mng any manifestation of resistence to
the Horthy regime.

.For the decrease of the number of the Rumanian
population, the Horthy authorities resorted to mass ex-
pulsions beyond the demarcation line. During Septem-
ber and October 1940, there were expelled all the Ru-
manian inhabitants of the villages of Rosiori, Salard,
Diosig, Salonta and Salacea (Bihor County), Lucaceni,

1 Documentary report “Four Years of Magyar Domination in.
Northern Transylvania” presented by the Rumanian delegatlon
to the Paris Peace Conference.
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Ianculesti, Horia, Marna Noua, and Scarisoara (Salaj
County), Cheneci, Tiream, Piscolt, Lazuri, Pelesul Mare,
Gelu and Baba Novac (Satu Mare County), Poiana Sa-
rata and Valea Mare (Trei Scaune County) and others.

With .this policy, the Horthyists intended to expell
first of all the intellectuals, to deprive the Rumanian
peasants of their leaders. So, on October 4, 1940 there
were arrested nearly all the Rumanian intellectuals in
the .town of Oradea. After being tortured, they were
loaded in freight waggons, which- were sealed and sent
to Rumania on October 5 via Curtici. The second day,
another train arrived in Curtici, carrying Rumanian
intellectuals from the Counties of Salaj and Somes and
from the town of Cluj.

Until  September 1, 1944, there were officially re-
gistered at the frontiers points 217,942 citizens ex-
pelled, or who were compelled to leave their homes and
wealths in the northern part of Transylvania, overrun
by the Horthyists and to take refuge beyond the demar-
cation line, in order to avoid the terrorist deeds of the
Hungarian authorities. ! This number is still greater if
one were to add that of the refugees who did not pass
through the control point and the central files — ie,
some 60,000 or 70,000 — so that the total number of
refugees raised to about 280,000—290,000 citizens.- Re-
ferring to the tragedy of the ~Rumanian population
expelled from the Northern Transylvania by the
Horthyist invaders, writer Méliusz J6zesf noted : “crow-
ded in freight waggons, barbariously piled one upon
another, starved with hunger, with their lips scorched
by thirst, sick and feverish, they crossed the border at
Arad /../ They left their homes in no time, their cattle,
land, and tools when the police soldier came to arrest
them.™

' Another way resorted to by the Hungarian fascists
for depopulating the northern’ part of Transyl-
vania of the Rumanian population was the conveyance
of the Rumanians to forced labour in Germany, hoping
that a great number of the latter would never return

! Méliusz Jozsef, Sors és jelkép, Cluj, 1946, p. 121.



to “their ancestors’ land. In four years -of occupation
there were sent to Germany over 20,000° Rumanians.!

At the same time, they resorted to the imprison-
mef.-;'xt of a great number of Rumanians in ooncentrahon
Puspokladény Till the end of S-eptember 1940, there
were imprisoned in the two concentration camps in
Hungary 1,500 Romanians. As these camps were not
large enough for the great number of Rumanians
“black-listed” by the Hungarian authorities, there were
organized new camps, on the territory of Transylvania,
at ‘Someseni and Floresti. About 650 Rumanians were
imprisoned in the camp of Someseni as early as Sep-
ternber 1940.

Numerous Rumanians were sent to forced labour
detachments, being put to an extermination regime. In
1943, on the territory of Hungary (in Budapest, Miskolc)
and-in the northern part of Transylvania (Ciocirlan —
Satu Mare, Marghita — Bihor, Dej), there functioned
no less that 74 forced labour detachments, in which
about 15,000 Rumanians were working. They were used
at ra11way building, forestry exploitations, at sapper
works, a.o. Their ranks were ploughed down by insuffi-
cient food, sickness and inhuman treatment to which
they were put by those who were guarding them, who
resorted even to firing their weapons to make them
observe their.orders. Referring to the life of the detainees
in the forced labour detachments, the Kossuth Radio
Station declared on December 5, 1942 : “The labour
camps. are the shame of our army... People are treated
there like common law criminals. During work they
are watched by armed guards. They are beaten for
the smallest negligence, hanged by their hands.. Food
is scanty, so that sickness and starvation are sweeping
them off. But they are not hospitalized on principle:
Some officers and non-commissioned officers, de-huma-
nized, are playing the heroes on their account... There
is an order of the army for the most severe treatment
in the labour camps.”?

1 Documentary report “Four Years of Magyar Domination in
Northern Transylvania”, presented by the Rumanian delegation
to the Paris Peace Conference.

2 Cf. Csatari Déniel, Forgészélben, Magyar-romén ms’ony
1940—1945, Akadémiai Kladé Budapest -1969, ‘p. 138, :



Parallelly with the terrorist measures aimed at
determining part of the Rumanian population to leave
their ancestors’ hearths, the Horthy authoritfies pro-
moted an economic policy by which they deliberately
aimed to slacken the economic power of the Rumanians
from all the social strata. To this end they resorted to
various measures, going so far as depriving the Ruma-
nians of their subsistence means.

Numerous Rumanian workers were dismissed from
factories and plants. So, of the 1,680 Rumanian workers
engaged at the Railway Workshops in Cluj on August
30, 1940, only 100 were left after a year : at the tobacco
shops in Cluj the number of Rumanian workers sloped
down in a year from 500 to 25; at “Dermata” in 1941
there were only 72 workers as against 700 Rumanian
workers in 1940. !

Similar measures were taken also against Rumanian
civil servants, who were dismissed, and supplanted by
reliable persons, brought from Hungary, specially train-
ed for the implementation of the de-nationalization
policy, of forced Magyarization. A statistical account
drawn at the request of the prefect of the Cluj County
on October 12, 1941, reported that on that date there
were only ten civil servants in the whole county, taken
over from the former Rumanian administration. The
new clerks of the Horthy régime, expressing their hate
for the Rumanian population, were also looking in dis-
dain at the natives of Magyar nationality. Significant
in this sense are the accounts of a person of Magyar
nationality from the Northern part of Transylvania, who,
in a letter addressed to a member of the Horthy Govern-
ment, showed : “Numerous protégés and decaying lords
come among us are looking disdainfully at us, we are
not good enough as Hungarians .for them. Their arro-
gance, their lecturing upon us how to behave (..) are
absolutely intolerable.?

Disastrous consequences were brought about by the
policy of the Horthy occupants on the situation of the

1 Documentary report “Four Years of Magyar Domination in

Northern Transylvania”, presented by the Rumanian delegation
to the Paris Peace Conference.

2 Tilkovszky Lorént, Revizid és nemzetiségpolitika Magyar-
orszdgon (1938—1941), Akadémiai Kiad6,  Budapest, 1967, p. 297.
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Rumanian peasantry, as the Hungarian authorities pro-
ceeded to depriving them of the lands they had received
under the 1921 Land Reform, and to giving the respec-
tive lands back to the Hungarian big landlords. The
revision of the Land Reform, decided by the Hungarian
Government in February 1941, affected a number of
1,369 communes of the total 1,921. Until October 1941
there were instituted proceedings against 17,000 Ruma-
nian peasants, following which the latter were dispo-
sessed of 3,858 acres. In some cases the Hungarian land-
lords, without appealing to courts of law, proceeded on
their own will, to the mass expulsion of the peasants
from the lands, the action being led by the minister of
agriculture himself, Baron Banffy Daniel. Similar
measures were taken to give back to the Magyar aristo-
cracy hundreds upon hundreds of acres of forestry land.
The policy of forced expropriations, meant to bring
back on the Rumanian territory under occupation, the
anachronistic rules prior to the First World War, still
in force in Hungary, was aggravated by the war tasks
burdening on the shoulders of the masses, of the discri-
minatory dispositions and the taxes, that aimed syste-
matically at ruining the Rumanian peasantry.

Unemployment and the insecure day by day life
were fully playing havoc in the ranks of the Rumanian
petty craftsmen and tradesmen. A big majority of them
had their licences withdrawn ; cothers had their taxes
increased and they were imposed restrictions to goods
distribution, aiming at their gradual elimination. The
sequels of this policy appeared very soon : according
to a statistical report drawn by the occupants at the
beginning of 1943, on the territories of the Bihor, Satu
Mare, Cluj, and Tirgu Mures counties, where the pro-
portion of the Rumanian population was 51.99%, the
percentage of craftsmen of Rumanian nationality was
just 6.8%.

Other practices used by the Hungarian regime to strike
the Rumanian population was the putting under dis-
traint of the wealth of the refugees, the passing of the
property rights in some cases over to the Hungarian
Exchequer. Such was the case with the houses in Cluj,
Baia Mare and Cavnic belonging to the Rumanian Na-
tional Methane Gas Society. In Oradea, from the very

first days of ocoupation, the.'military. command wof the
1



town transferred the property rights to the “Panonia”
hotel, café and restaurant, as well as the soda water and
vinegar factories to some reliable persons of the govern—
ment of Budapest regime.

There were numerous cases of cancellation of the
licences to Rumanian tobacconists, cinema-hall and other
owners of such establishments, that were transferred
to Magyar or German people. Due to such practices the
small Jewish craftsmen and tradesmen also suffered
alongside Rumanians.

The broad gamut of measures used by the Hunga-
rian authorities to slacken the economic power of the
Rumanian population included also measures directed
against the Rumanian big capital holders. In this frame-
work are the measures taken by the Hungarian Govern-
ment under which the National Bank of Rumania was
withdrawn its right to dispose of its wealth from the
Northern part of Transylvania, which was transferred
to the National Bank of Hungary, and the measures
aiming at seizing the wealth of the 18 Rumanian banks
functioning on the Northern Transylvania territory and
the shares of the “Iris” Porcelain Factory of Cluj and
of the Chemical Plant of Baia Mare owned by the
Rumanians. !

The Rumanian population was totally deprived of
political rights, being practically extluded from the
political life of the country. Rumanians were forbidden
to organize themselves into political parties. The setting
up of the National Community of the Rumanians, led
by Emil Hatieganu, was admitted not as a political
party,; but as a body including the whole “cultural, con-
fessional, and economic activity, representing and
supporting in front of .the governing circles the
Rumanian nationality,” and its fumctioning had 4o take
place on reciprocal bases, a similar mission being set
up -in the southern part of Transylvania for the Magyar
population- — much .less numerous — which remained
under Rumanian administration. As a matter of fact,
even the National Community of the Rumanians was
subjected to all sort of vexation by the ~occupants, its
activity being often suspended.

" 1 Csatéri Déniel, Op. cit, pp. 140 and 244 .
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The norms of representation in the Budapest Parlia-
ment, established by a law-decree, provided for an in-
fer:onty situation for the Rumamans who, in spite of
their forming the majority, had not the right to send
more that 12 deputies, while the Magyars, much less
numerous, had the right to send 48. Under various pre-
texts, the Horthy authorities did not respect even those
reduced rights, the Rumanian deputies being never in-
vited to participate in the sessions of the Hungarian
Parliament. As a matter of fact, the Horthvy Government,
trusting neither the options of the Magyar population
from the Northern part of Transylvania, did not allow
it to freely elect its representatives, the latter being
selected and nominated by the government, their great
majority having no connection with the Iocal population
whatsoever.

‘Rumanians were also restricted their right of repre-
sentation into the local administrative bodies, the county,
district, municipal and communal councils, nominated by
the minister of home affairs, at the proposition of the
prefect, of the pretorium prefectum or the mayor.
Although the majority of the population was formed of
Rumanians, the number of their representatives in the
respective councils was extremely reduced. Thus, in the
Cluj County, of 120 counsellors, only 27 were Ruma-
nians ; in the Satu Mare County, of 210 counsellors,
Rumanians were 18; in Salaj County among the 120
counsellors there were 17 Rumanians, while in the Mures
County of 150 counsellors only 7 were Rumanians. Most
telling for the way the Horthy authorities understood
to ensure the representation of nationalities in the local
administrative bodies are the data supplied by the
Bistrita Nasaud County where at a population of 113,326
Rumanians, 20,827 Germans and 7,816 Hungarians, the
County council was formed of 35 Rumanians, 23 Germans
and 90 Hungarians. Even smaller was the number of
Rumanian counsellors in municipal councils: in - Satu
Mare, of 54 counsellors, 1 was Rumanian ; in Baia Mare,
of 30 counsellors, 2°were Rumanians; in Baia Sprie of
24 ‘counsellors, 1 was Rumanian; in Gluj‘ only two
counsellors were Rumamans t

 «Tribuna Ardeslubd’, of Aprﬁ 1, 9 and 23 “Saptamina”
of May 11, 1941. :
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The same policy of oppression was carried by the
Horthy invaders against the Rumanians in the cultural
field. The right to use the mother tongue in school and
state administration was reduced, the Horthy schooling
policy re-editing, practically, the de-nationalization policy
promoted under the old Awustro-Hungarian administra-
tion, completed with fascist and racial methods. The
number of elementary schools authorized to function with
tuition in Rumanian — disproportioned from the very
beginning as to the great share of the Rumanian
population — marked a continuous sloping down in the
four years of occupation, being supplanted by schools
with tuition in Hungarian. As a justification for these
measures they resorted to the Magyarization of the
family names of the Rumanians.

. Even more serious was the situation of high schools

with tuition in Rumanian, which were reduced, as early
as 1940/1941, to only 12 schooling units all over the
entire region. Towns with Rumanian majority or with
a numerous Rumanian population in the neighbourhoods,
like Dej, Baia Mare, Sighetul Marmatiei, Zalau, Satu
Mare, Tirgu Mures remained from the very beginning
without high schools with tuition in Rumanian, to which
were later added the towns of Bistrita and Oradea. The
demands advanced by the Rumanians regarding the
setting up of new high schools with tuition in Rumanian
were systematically rejected by the Magyar authorities,
under various pretexts.

Higher education in Rumanian, was represented prac-
tically, only by the two theological academies functioning
besides the bishopries of Cluj. The whole education at
the University of Cluj was given in Magyar.

Rumanian churches were exposed to permanent vexa-
tion perpertrated by the occupationists, who did not
hide their aim to bar the Rumanian churches become
factors of preserving the Rumanian specific in the res-
pective " territories. The Greek-Catholic dioceses, sub-
ordinated to the Rumanian Bishopric of Oradea, were
placed under the jurisdiction of the Magyar Greek-
Catholic Bishopric of Hajdudorog. Rumanian was banned
even in the religious service in the respective chunrches.

On February 21, 1941, the drum was beaten in the
villages to annhounce that those who ‘would not suhrmt
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themselves to this >neasure were to be expelled within
6 hours. The executign of church wealths, the profana-
tion and destroyal &f some chunches, /torture and
murdering of some priests and their families belonged
to the arsenal of metho¥s used by Hungafian fascists to
stifle the resistence in the ranks of the ¢hurches and of
the Rumanian population in general.

The Rumanian press organs were prohibited, the only
newspaper authorized being “Tribuna/Ardealului”, under

Alongmde of the Rumama who constituted . the
inistjc, terrorist policy, pro-
‘ts, great suffering was
on. After the occupa-
tion of Hungary by ‘the I-I1er tipops in March 1944,
the racial anti-Jewish measures weke

in ghet’oos in Oradea alone, about 80,000 Jews bemg
crowded in a reduced spa . In the su er of 1944, the
Gestapo and the Hungarian fascists hegan the deporta-
tion of the Jewish popu.latmn from the Northern part
of Transylvania to the /Nazi extermihation camps. Of
the 148,288 Jews deported, over 100)000 were exter-

mined. ~————__

Horthy's terror was also savagely dercLed against the
political forces in the occupied territory who stood
against Hungary’s entrance into the war. From the very
first months of occupation, the police, the gendarmerie,
the under-prefects of the counties were given the order
to draw up, with /the help of the counter-espionage
organs, the list containing all the “subversive elements”,
the “instigators against war”, Following June 27, 1941,
when the Hungarxfan government declared war to the
Soviet Union, thei|Horthy repressive organs organized,
on the basis of investigations made and of information
obtained, a broad action for the arrest of 1,210 persons —
Rumanians, Magyars, Jews. They were sent to camps,
where they were put to the tortures of Horthy Political
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Police Department that was narrowmg the Gestapo m
savagery.

With a view to mtumdahng Lhe democratic forces
fighting for independence, for national rights, at the
begmmng of 1943, a so-called “monstruous trial” Wwas
opened Versus the anti-fascist fighters arrested in the
summer of 1941. After having being tried in J.anuary—
February 1943, the action was resumed in Budapest in
front of a “special instance”, against the first two groups
of antifascists ; for a greater “efficiency” of the terrorist
action, the trial was held in several towns in the occu-
pied territory : Cluj, Tirgu Mures, Satu Mare, Sighet.!

In the autumn of 1943, the repressive organs of ‘the
occupants organized a new wave of arrests and imprison-
ments in concentration camps against the revolutionary,
democratic and patriotic forces in the invaded towns
and.villages of Transylvania. '

The crimes, murderings, deportations, imprisonments
in camps, expulsions and other methods used by ‘the
Hungarian fascists could not stifle the resistence of the
population in the Northern part of Transylvania, ‘the
growth of discontentment against the invaders. :

Social and economic life in the Northern part  of
Transylvania during Horthy occupation was characte-
rized by the deepening of the poverty in the villages,
unemployment, inflation, growing profiteering. The popu-
lation’s living standards, including that of the Hungarians,
registered striking lowermg downs. Numerous enter-
prises, supplied with raw materials from the Southern
parts of Transylvania or from the East or South of the
Carpathians, had to close their gates throwing their
labourers in the street, There was an evident shortage
of indispensable goods — food, clothing, footwear —
which, raised by force took the road to Hungary and
G'ermany. A document printed in the autumn of 1940,
read : “There is no sugar, no grease, no oil, and there
will be no wood. There ‘are taxes, high prices, and day
after day new posters announcing what is prohibited.
One can buy just half a kg. of flour, 250 gr. of grease.
But ‘to Hitler there are conveyed waggonfulls of wheat,
thousands of swine, and sugar is taken from your own

1 “Népszava” of, January 20 and 30, February 12 and 13 and
June 19, 1943,
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children. You stay in darkness, without oil, petrol bemg
necessary for the Hungarian tanks”.

. Referring to the situation in Clu;, Pavel Bojan, one
Of the leaders of the resistence movement of the Ruma-
nians, said : “In a couple of weeks food vanished com-
plétely from the market. Bacon, grease, other food stuff
and soap, carried in sacks to Horthy’s Hungary, became
in short time rarities”?,

‘Even Horthy authorities were obliged to note down
in. their reports the precarious situation of the popu-
lation. “The problem 'of the supply to the population
gives us great headache — informed the prefect of the
Salaj County, on June 24, 1941. Private stocks in com-
munes have been finished, there is no bread in' com-
munes... The general image concerning supply with
grains on the territory of the county is grevious, des-
perate I should say”; in August, the same year, the
prefect of the Satu ‘Mare County drew the attention
upon the fact that in rural localities the situation is out-
standingly worsening, there are cases when 2 days on
end the population was totally lacking bread and flour.
Women and - children hovered the streets in tears, in
search of bread”; in November 1941, the police com-
missary of Gheorghieni informed that if until then the
greatest discontent could be seen in the lower strata of
the population, now, this spirit can be witnessed gro-
wingly in the ranks of the middle strata, particularly
the st‘ate functionaries, or other people with fixed sala-
ries”

Another cause of the growing discontent was the per-
manent increase of taxes, burdening first of all’ the
working masses. “The population... is very depressed due
to high taxes recently established — noted a report of
July 1941 of the Command of the police of Gherla.
Hungarians themselves admit that under the Rumaman
regime they were paying lower taxes”2

Hard enough was the situation of the populatlon of
Hungarian nationality who. lured by the-demagogical pro-
paganda or some other motifs, left their native lands
crossing the demarcation line into the zone occupied by

1 Pavel Bojan, Vremurile mele, Bucharest, 1971, pp. 256—257.
2 Csatéri Daniel, Op. cit,, p. 149. ;
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Horthyists. Manifesting total lack of .understanding for
ensuring them the necessary subsistence means, the
Council of Ministers of Hungary.decided, on Septem-
ber 18, 1940, that “the refugees cannot be engaged, even if
temporarily”. Instead of the Eden promised by the
Horthyist demagogical propaganda they were sent to
concentration camps, opened in Cluj and Battonya ; those
who had relatives to give them the necessary subsis-
tence means, were liberated : the others were sent to
the concentration camp of Losonc and forced to work.

"Horthy authorities adopted a discriminatory attitude
vis-a-vis the Magyar refugees, giving them jobs, when
there were, with lowest payment, or social position.
There was an official point of view according to which
they could be employed in the provinces alone, and in
no case in management jobs.

Telling for their situation was the memorandum ad-
vanced in August 1941 by the teaching staff of Tirgu
Mures, who wrote : “We are paying for all sins, as we
are ruined, we sold our belongings, we haven't paid our
rent for 4—5 months, we cannot cure the sick people in
our family, as the salary [..] is not large enough-to -
provide for our daily necessities. Our children can atiend
schools with their school-taxes due, but now we cannot
send them to school, as we cannot afford buying
them shoes, clothes, we have nothing at all. And we
others, in rags, tormented, have the feeling of being
exiled 1. ' o

All this demonstrated that the atmosphere of dis-
content against the Horthy occupants, existing from the
very beginning in the ranks of the Rumanian population,
began to get generalised in 1941, even among the Magyar
masses, and those of other nationalities.

&

The Rumanian nation never got reconciled with the
idea of permanentization of the Horthy occupation in the
Northern part of Transylvania. Rumanians were con-
scienscious of the necessity to fight for the restora-
tion of the country’s frontiers, for the liberation of the
millions of people under foreign occupation. ,

! Csatari Déniel, Op. cit,, p. 143.
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In Northern Transylvania, the monstruous crimes to
which a great number of people had fallen a prey, the
tremendous sufferings could not subdue the Rumanians.
On the contrary, they made even bigger the everlasting
flame of the national awareness and of the sacred right
over the land where they were born, strengthened the
confidence of the Rumanians that by resisting in any
way and by any means, in close union with the other
exploited and oppressed nationalities, they will succeed to
vanquish the occupation regime imposed by the Vienna
Diktat of August 30, 1940, and to come back within the
normal borders of their Motherland.

In spite of oppressions of all kind, of terrorism prac—
ticed by the -Hungarian authorities, there developed an
extremely diversified resistence movement, hardly to be
faced. The National Community of the Rumanians takes
council with the Rumanians, organizes the Rumanian
resistence against the pelicy of Magyarization carried.
on by the authorities. As any official political activity
was prohibited, they resorted to the organization of
the forces within the cultural-religious and economic
associations. High priests, guided by Bishop Iuliu Hossu,
roamed through Rumanian villages, spoke to peasants,
conforted them by explaining them that the. foreign occu-
pation could by no means continue for long. “Each visit
determines a genuine fever among - Rumanians”
noted a report of the Horthy authorities. With the aid
of school-teachers there were created various artistic
groups, choirs, theatrical groups, school cultural teams
who played in Rumanian uplifting the national consci-
ences in the occupied territories. There were set up
cooperatives and credit organizations in Oradea, Simleu,
Baia Mare, Bistrita, Zalau, a.0., aimed at supporting
financially the Rumanians in order to resist the spoliating
policy of the Horthy Government 1.

A stimulating factor to the resistence of the Ruma-
nian population in the territories occupied by Horthyists
was the permanent contact with the Mothercountry by

i “Tribuna Ardealului” of March 22, July 8 and 18, 1942,
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listening to the Bucharest Radio Station, by maintaining
close links with some politicians like Iuliu Maniu, Ghita
Popp, Dinu Bratianu, with the Rumanian Government,
from which it received certain funds, destined to the help
of the population, particularly cooperative movement, as
well as by frequent and regular crossings beyond the de-
marcation line. In all the counties the authorities could
see that the Rumanian population was confidently wai-
ting for the “return of the near past”, “laid great hopes in
liberation”, in “the restoration of Great Rumania”. There
are registered numerous cases when the Rumanian. popu-
latien refused to pay taxes, to perform the compulsory
work required by the Horthy authorities, desert their
obligations — military or labour — taking refuge in
woods and crossing the demarcation line- in Rumania.

The approach of the moment when the authors of
the Vienna Diktat were to be vanquished increased the
Rumanians’ confidence in liberation. In -May 1944, the
Horthy authorities noted that “the Rumanian population
in its great majority nurtures -the hidden hope to unite
with the Rumanians from the south of Transylva-
nia.. The hidden strivings of the Rumanians are evi-
dent”. In 1944, the same authorities informed Budapest
that - the Rumanians “secretly tell that the North of
Transylvania will be Rumanian land again... they are
body and soul with their brethren from beyond the
frontiers and they only await the moment when the
Romanian dream will come true. Runaways over the
frontiers are at the order of the day”1. . !

The determining event for the liberation of the
Northern part of Transylvania from under the occupa-
tion of the Hungarian fascists was Rumania’s joining, in
August 1944, the United Nations Coalition.

The Rumanian and Hungarian patriots, in close co-
operation, proceeded to ever broader actions.

Panicked, the Horthy and Hitler occupants resorted to
new deeds of terrorism against the Rumanian population
and the national minorities, as well as 'the amﬂartary men
of the Rumaman army.

? State Archwas Cluj-Napoca, Cluj County Prefecture Fund
1944, No. 1373, Confidential Ac:s, File 1, Acta No. 194; No. 1371,
File 2. Acta No 84. :
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In the night of September 16/17, 1944, the Horthyists
murdered in Sarmas a number of 126 Jews,- men, women
and children. In the village-of Moisei, Maramures County,
thefe were murdered 29 peasants, gathered from va-
_rious localities, w‘po had supported the parhsans ot ‘had
tried to oppose tl\e robbery made by the’occupants, At
the same time, they set the village on f1re 260 houses
being destroyed m¥flames. The sole ;’survwor Vasile
Ivascu, lost his mind. Among those who laid their lives
in this tragic event\ which recalls similar tragedies in
Oradour and Lidice, we quote : / .

Tomoioaga Stefan\Slica, from the Moisei commune,
who left 4 children, all still in hfe Andreica Ioan Vivat,
from the town of Vi de Sus;.'; the Viseul de Mijloc
Quarter, who left 5 chi : n ; Be]an Petru, from Faragau
commune, who left 6 chi ren Curticapean Vasile I,
from the Faragau commune, who left one child. Sabau
Ioan, from the commune of aragau who left 6 children :
Curticapean Vasile II, from the commune of Faragau,
who left 2 children ; Blaga er, from the commune
of Faragau who left 7 ch.lldm ; Pop Simion, from the
Faragau commune, who left 5 eluldnen Sabau Simion,
from the Faragau commune, ha no children ; Boieru
Mihai, from Voievodeni commune\who left 2 children ;
Radu Mihai I, who left 3/ children \Pop Toan, from the
Voievodeni commune, who left 3 children ; Radu Mihai II,
from the Voievodeni co ml.mie, who left one child ; Sa-
vina Vasile, from the Vpievodeni commuRe, who left one
‘child. With the same fcruelty in the Sabjsa commune,
there were murdered 9 persons, in a labour detachment,
as they had attemp to pass to the partisans, in
the woods.

In the Banat, subqunits of the Wehrmacht murdered
10 people at Pasac, 1Y at Periam, 12 at Biled, 8 at Jim-

bolia, a.o. At Gioroc, 13 Rumanian soldiers fallen prison-
ers were put to death and murdered by being shot in
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their neck. In ‘the~lpcality of Alios, the Hungarian fas-
cists executed 10 villAgers and get fire to 32 homesteads.
With all the measuxes taken, the Horthyists were no

longer able to turn history pack. Owing to the heroic
struggle of the Rumanian Soviet soldiers, who found
total support with the population, till Octo-
ber 25, 1944 the entire ferritory of Transylvania was
liberated from under fopeign Occupation. The Northern
part of Transylvania retentered\the normal borders of
the Rumanian state. '






