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I d D b D r DI t ,. • s. . ' . amrmauve statemeots about the Jew- placed" by Chrystlanlty. in the Jew!Sh. Although "tbe passase might be seen 
JO\J an OU t on rone s 'r tan to y 1s1t 1vnnaog· ue 0

lsh-Cathollc dlalogpe, the Jewish peG- view, this diminishes the dignity .. ot as typical of Jolln Paul's·lnslstence o~ .., . r . . . ., ~. _pie and !Jloving statements . of the .Judaism. . the transcendent and othv-worldly na. 
meil.olng of the Holocaust," he said. 'l'he. "New COYeJtant'' 1s .an Idea ture of .faith, Rabbi Tannenbaum said 

.. . .. . . But.-the rabbi amtlnued: ••n.ere Is deeply embedded In Christian theol- tbe statement denlgrated Jewish ~ 
By E. J. DIONNE Jr. · an h1storlc fact. - . . · Rabbi Marc.Tannenbauni •. the Inter- tbe pe,-plmty many of us feel about re. ogy," and Catholics ' maintain · that It logical claims to Israel. 

SjlOclAI ron. .._ Y-nm.. In.Jerusalem, a spokesman said For- national affairs director of the Amer- bomill f hlch ba doesnotnecessarllyimplyanyinsult to .. , . · 
ROME, March .19 - Rome's chief elgn Mlnlster Yiuhak Sha,mlr told a lean Jewish Committee, said In an ID- b:'! 88 0 ~ Pope, w ve Judaism. Some catholic tbeologiaDs, Not only is Gods covenan~;Mt4 the. 

rabbi bas praised Pope John Paul U's. group of visiting Brazilian clergymen tervtew Tuesday lhat Jewish leaders . deeply upsetting. · · however, have been sympathetic to PllOPle of Israel abrogated, Rabbi 
declBiolJ w visit Rome's main syna- tha~ be wetc0med the Vatican's ~ were also concerned that.recent Leftten "We are wondering: Wbo is the real Jewish efforts to clarify the concept w Tannenbaum said of the twu &\Ille-
~as "coumgeous and coherent,'' .nOwlcement·and that be boped the time homilies by the Pope suggested he was Pope John Paul? Wbl!(e does he really remove any talllt of anU-Semitlsm. · mencs, ··~ut 5Q Is God's covenant wt~ 
and the l8raell Foreign Ministry said it was ripe to ~·Informal Ues ho- backing away fJ'OID the progress made stand wwant Jews and Judabm?" On Feb. a the Pope referred to the ~~ about !he Pro~ Land. · 
boped the vtstt might be a prelude to tween the Vatiean and Israel. "In Catbollc..Jewish relations in the last Tb~ two homilies that .have caused . "promised land ot Abrabam." · We welcome t1,1e Popes coming «? 
Vaticao. recognlUon of Israel. Both the VaUcan spokesman and the two decades. . conoem among promilleot Jews were "This land bec:ame for many genera. the ~gogue:. Its an act of friend, 

But a leader in Catholtc-Jewisb dis- Israeli Ambassador to Italy Said Tues- "NonnaJly, we would have rejoiced given by th1' Pope here last month. t1onstheCOW1tiyofthepeopleoftbeold ship, Israel Slllge~, secretacy gene~! . 
cusslcmuald Ille visit, which may be day that they saw· little likelihood of that this happened," Rabbi Tannen- llHl!le passage in a .sennon given on Co'l'enant," the Pope said. "Yet, the ?.' tbe World Jewish Congress, said. 
the first by a Pope since tJie earliest any Immediate change In the Vatican's bawn said: "But to be completely boo- Feb.16, the PopesaJd ihe ' 'new Israel" God of the Co'lellant does not contain But we expect the Pope do more~ 
daJB of the church, was clouded' by diplomatic stan.ce toward Israel. est, the mood J see tn the Jewish com- of Chrlstlanit}'. "assumes and sur-. bis prolllise in any stogle terrestrial come to a synagogue." . 
papal statements last mQnt,11. · The Vatican has declined to give for- munlty is vecy mlx~ and .fill" ·with mounts µie fo~er." . . · country. In no temporal habitat." "We hope the Pope will d~pen the 

Rabbi Dio Toaff, Rome's chief rabbi, mal dlplomauc recogn1uon· to Israel. some anxiety." · . The ~ge upset Jews; who have "hid no temporal condition of ·retaUonshlp between· the Roman 
saldatanewscontMrencel\lesdaylhat lllishascausedgrowingdtssenstonbe-· "On the one hand, this J>oPe haS long cnticlzed ChrtsUan tht!llllogy for human existence can fulfill God's ChurchandtheJewishpeoplebyrecog-
the_Pope's plaiw!d\1sit on April 13was tween Jews and the Holy 5ee. made &0me of th.e· strongest and most Imp~ that Judaism had been "cfi.s- promise,'' John Paul coneluded. nl.zlng Israel," Mr; Singer said. 
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us~d 11 bLund tc r~vive m~mories of religious antis~mitism" 

Lundun and Rem~. F~bruray 27, 1986 

(JCNS) Pop~ J Ghn Paul II has b~~n criticis~d by Britain's 
Chi~f Rabbi, Sir Immenu~l Jakabovits, cv~r a homily h~ gev~ in 

· a Rem~ parish church ~n Sunday. . 
· Sir Immcnu~l said this w~ek that th~ Pop~ had us~d words 

"which w~r~ bound to r~viv~ m~mori~s of r~ligious antis~mitism. which 
we, es J~ws, had hop~d would b~ p~rman~ntly b~hind us." · 

Expr~ssing r~gr~t that Pop~ J ohn Peul II had us~d ~x-

1

1: pr~ssions like "th~ sin committ~d by the Israelites in refusing 
J~sus," th~ Chi~f ~abbi said that meny J~ws would r~gard th~m as 
"r~trugrad~ and hurtful." 

Al t hough Roman Catholics u s~d th~o lagical languag~ that 
was ''oft~n unint~lligibl~ and unfamiliar to Jt:!ws," ht:? would 
c a ntinul:! with his "t:!fforts aimt:!d at incrt:?asing mutual und~rstanding," 
Sir Immanul:!l s a id, "~sp~cia 1ly havirig ~~gar~ to th~ good r~lations 
that ~xist b~ twt:!~n J~ws and Catholics in many cou ntrit:!s." 

Thi:! Pop~'s homlly gevl::! mast - auehoritiatv~ t:?ndors~mt:?nt 

rl 

t o what is gl::!nt:?rally r~f~J:'rt:?d t o among ~.xpt:!rts a nd promott:?rs of 

: 

Christian-J~wish dialogu~ as "th~ tht:? ol ogy of app ropriation" or of 
"substitution." · 

The first pa rt uf th~ homily was dt:?vott:?d t:?ntirt:!ly t o thl::! 
tht:!m~ of th~ "old" and th~ .1.1.n~w" Israt:!l. Th~ llibt:!ration of th1:1 Israel!tl:!~ 
fr om slav1::1ry in Egypt was "at thl::! c l::!ntrt:! of thl::! East~r t f tht:! anci1::1nt 
c ovl:!nent "· , 11 tht:! h·Pt:! dt:?clart:!d. adding that , at tht! samt:! timt:!, "it 
l~aas us into tht:! vt:!ry h~art of tht:! Eastt:?r miracl~ of th~ nt:!W Covt:!nant 

" • . . Th~ ~xprt:!ssiGn 'wand~ring Aram~an' ••• rt:!f~rs to tht:? 
history of Israt:!l. Th1::1 t 1::1rm 'wa ndt:!ring' rt:!calls tht:! idt:?a of s omt:!o nt:! 
St:!I::! l<ing a pa th l 1::1ad i ng t o a saf~ havl::!n. tc; a land .. . wh~.r~ ht:! wi 11 .. nCJ 
long~r ft:!t:!l a strangt:!r . .. but will liv1::1 in thl::! fulln1::1ss of long1:1d-for · 
frt:!l:!d c.. m. 

"G~d fulfils this aspira tion. Ht:! rl:!d~t:!ms th~ Pt:!oplt:! o f 
IsrLlel fr om thl::! sla v ~ ry Gf Egypt, l~ads thl::!m int o th~ Promisl::!d 
·Lend, initiett:!s tht:?rn intG tht:? Cov~nant and mak~s th~m His p~opl~." 

H~wl:!vt:!r, c ontinut:!d tht:! Pop~. "bt:!caus~ af th~ num~rbus . 
transgrl::!ssi uns o f th~ Cov~nant, God promisl::!s to thl:! Chos~n Pt:! opl~ 
a n~w covl:!nant. which will bl:? ratifit:?d with tht:? blu~of his own 
son, . Jl:!sus on th!:! cross. 

I\ 
"Thi:! Church, thl:! l:!Xpr~ssio n of thl:! n~w Cov~nant, 

rl:!prl:!sl:!nt s th~ c ont inuity c1f Isra~l. wandl:!ring in th~ s~arc h f~r s a l
vation. 

. 11 It is th!: n ~1.: Isr81::!l which pr~suopr-s~s .and transcl:!nds th~ 
old, bl:!ce usl:! i t has thl:! nl:!c~ssary str~ngth t o l ivl:! in accurdanc~ 
with a ll thl:! rt:!QU1rt:?m~nts of thl:! Divin!:! Co vt:?nant •.•. " 

Tht! ''Eastl:!r l:!Vl:!nt 11 was thl:! CuUSI:! Lf 11 l·Ur salvati c;n . " 
\\ It "invit~s us no t t c. rl:!pl:!e t th!:! sin c cmrritt~d by thl:! Isral:!litl:!s in 
\ \ r1::1f u sing J l:!sus. but t u i::uut~ in th~ justicl:! which cc·mcss from him. 11 

Dbsl:!rvl::!rs ha~~ puint~d out that this is th~ fourth timl:! 

!(

in ll:!SS than a yl::! a r tha t thl:! Pop~ has quo tl:!d fr om thl:! Gospt!ls 
tu t:!mphasisl:! th!:! alll:!~d rull:! a nd rl:!spunsibility of thl:! J~ws in 
thl:! condl:!mnation ~nd crucifixion o f Jl:!sus. 
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His homily also r~affirms th~ conc~pt that of th~ "n~w" 
Isra~l. that ls t~ say, th~ RLman Catholic Church, r~placing th~ 
"old'' Israel - the P~opl~ 6f Isra~l - and d~fin~s th~ rol~ of 
biblical Israel as m~rely on~ uf pr~paration for Christianity. 

In a lat~r L~nt~n homily, th~ Pop~ cerri~d this cunc~pt 
a st~p further~ Sp~aking about "d~finitive ·~aliset1on of th~ 
truth about th~ land promis~d to Abraham.and.: hiS d~sc~ndants," h~ 
r~mark~d: "lhis land b~cam~ for ·many g~nerations the hom~land 
of the anci~nt Cov~nant. 

"How~v~r. th~ God of th~ Cov~nant do~s not r~strict His 
.promis~ to any sp~cific t~rrestrial hom~land, to any temporal 
dw~ll.ing. And na temporal condition of human ~xist~nc~ can 
accomplish God's promis~.h 



Guarded optintism expressed 
on Pope's visit to· ~ynagogue. 

By WALTER RUBY 
As 1 he his1ori~ visil of Pope John 

Paul I I 10 Rome's main synagogue 
on April 13 approaches, members of 
1hc in1erna1ional Jcwi.;h liai,on 
group for rda1ion~ wi1h 1hc Ca1llulk 
Church. arc hoping ii will r~uh in 
wmc impro"nnenl in 1 he increasing
ly 1roublcd Ca1holic-Jewish 
rela1ion,hip. 

La.i "ttk, 1wu kading and fre
qucnll) feuding member> of 1hc 
group. 1hc ln1crna1ional . Jewish 
Commi11c.- on lnicrreligious Con
'ulta1ions, adopt<'t.I 'wail aml ,..,..,.al
titudl·-. 10w4trd!<ri 1hc vi"lil-lhl· rirst 
ever hy a pope 10 a Jewish house of · 
wor>hi1>. 

Afu:r a mcc1ini; of 1hc i;roup la.i 
week. bolh Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, 
in1ernaiional affair~ direc1or of 1h,· 
American J cwbl) Commi11ee, and 
Israel Singer·, general sccr.,iary of the 
World Jewish Congrc>>. expressed 
hope 1ha1 !he Pope would u'c rhe oc
casion 10 make a ~1a1cmcn1 1 hat 
would s1rcns1hcn 1ie~ be1wcc11 1hc 
rwo religion>. They hop~ a lso 1ha1 
rhe Pope's words 1hcrc would rc,•ers.: 
rhe renor of reccn1 Papal homilies 
which IJCIC member~ "icw as anil
Semitic and damaging 10 Jcwish
Ca1holic rela1ions. 

Troubling Homilies 
In one ~uch homily. i:iven March 

3 on theocca.<ion of l.cni. John Paul 
declared 1hat "the 1-'a-.•d "v"ni, as 
it was realized in Chris1, invi1es (us) 
to avoid rhe sin of Israel. who re
fused Jesus." 

During the same homily, rhe Pope 
1old the faithful, "Because of the 
many transgressions of the covenant, 
God promises his chosen peopk a 
new oovenant, one tha1 ~hall be 
ra1ified with the blood of the savior 
on the cross. It is the new Israel 1hat 
presupposes and goes btyond (the 
old covenant) ... not through obe· 
dicnce 10 the ancicm laws 1hat give 
knowledge of God bu! no1 his salva
tion, but through faith in Jesus the 
savior. 11 

John Paul also seemed rccenlly 10 
downplay !he 1hcoloaical signifi
cance of 1he Land of Israel, stress
ing tha1 " 1he God of the covenam 
does not enclose his promise in any 
individual homeland or any lemporal 
dwelling ." Jewish leaders believe 1he 
s1a1emen1 evidenced a lack of sym
pathy for Jewish c laims 10 1he land 
of Israel. · 

Both Tanenbaum and Singt'f in
dicated they expect 1he Pope 10 make 
concili;uory statemen1s 31 the Ro me 
synagogue. But bolh cxpr...sed their 
convict ion 1hat IJCIC must work 
behind 1he scenes with key Va1ican 
leaders to ensure 1he synagogue visil 
is no1 mere window dressing. 

" Wha1 we are saying is 'Will the 
real John Paul please stand up.' " 
said Tanenbaum. "We hope and ex
pect he will speak in a concilia1ory 
vein at the synagogue, bu1 wha1 we 
want to know is what this pope feels 
abou1 1he Jews in his kishkas." 

Despite 1 heir present agreement o n 
the Pope•s synagogue visit. T a nen
baum and Singer made clear that the 
sharp disagreements bttween them, 

' which nearly led earlier 1his year 10 
the disinlCgl'a.tion of IJCIC, have not 
yet healed. Referring to Singer's 
charge last year that !he IJCIC fa.iled 
to pres~ the Vat\can hard enough to 

Pope John Paul II meeting wolh Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. right. or lhe American 
Jewish Commiuee. and David Gordis. lhe comm111ee·s executive vice presidem. 
1as1 year. 

re~ognize Israel and W JC Presidenl 
Edgar Bronfman's public call on 
New York Cardinal John J . O'Con
nor 10 urge the Pope to do so, 
Tanenbaum remarked, " The wugh 
guy, meet brawling approach did 
not work." l!I fact, saiC Tanen
baum, 1he episode had given " ex
tremists within the C3tholic hier
a rchy an excuse to speak ou1" 
agains1 sirengthening Ca1holic
Jcwish ties. 

"I think the W J C has had second 
thoughu abou1 their approach," 
Tanenbaum said. "If, however, 
there is another such eruption from 
the W JC, we will have to look again 
at whether or not we can work with 
them.•• _ 

Singer responded sharply, "If i1 is 
s1rec1 brawling for the president of 
1he W JC 10 make a polile suggestion 
10 1he cardinal of the city with 1he 
wor!d•s largest Jewish population 
that he use his good offices 10 re
ques1 1ha1 the Vatican recognize 
lsrael ... thcn we are all s1reet 
brawlers." 

Singer affirmed that 1hc W JC had 
not backed away from i1s posi1ion 
"but believes 1ha1 al this time. in ad
vance of the J>ope's visit 10 the 
synagogue, we ought 10 give the 
Vatican a chance to restate i1s posi
tion. What Tanenbaum calls street 
brawling is simply a statement of a 
dignified Jewish posi1ion." 

Tanenbaum said tha1 in his con-
1atts wi1h various high level Vatican 
officials, he has found that many of 
1hem have also expressed " dismay" 
over "''hal he called " !he regressive 
1one of the Pope's rccen1 statcmems 
on Jews and Judaism." 

His Vatican contacts, he said, 
noted 1hat the Pope received his 
training within the Polish Church, 
where che supposed stalus of the 
Jews as sinners and rejecters of 
Christ is taken as a mauer of course. 

Said Tanenbaum. who was one o f 
1he founders of IJCIC and has 
i!enerally been the Jewish spokesman 
with 1he mosl concilia1ory line 
towards the Catholic Church: "I am 

ou1raged by 1he Pope's remarks. 
They are unforaivable. Unlike 
Catholics, however. I do 'no1 think 
1he Pope is infallible and believe we 
must mobilize · our friends in 1he 
Ca1holic Church 10 unders1and thal 
1hey do not hive to ll<Xtpf 

0

the Pope's 
u:achings on 1he kws:• · 

Tanenbaum said he had received 
reassuring sipals from such Ca1holic 
supporters of . Jewish-Catholic 
dialogue as Cardinal Johannes 
W illebrands. president of the 
Vatican Commission for Religious 
Relations wi1h 1he Jews, and Car
dinal Jean-Marie Lus1iger of Paris , 
a Jewish born prelate who "is ex· 
tremely close to this Pope," accord· 
ing 10 Tanenbaum. 

"I would expect tha1 Willebrands 
and Lus1iger will play some role in 
drafting the Pope's statement and 
tha1 he will likely return 10 1he more 
posit ive themes of s1a1emenu he 
made before this series of homilies.'' 
Tanenbaum said. 

"Even if that occurs , we are still 
lef1 with the ques1ion of how we deal 
wi1h 1he good cop, bad cop sym· 
bolism the Pope has been showing 
us:· Tanenbaum cautioned. "Cer
ta inly, one positive aes1ure in the 
synaJ1oaue is not going to be enoug h 
10 negate what he said be fore. 

"We are aoing to have 10 face 
1ogether 1hosc basic questions tha1 
have been raised;• he said . " We are 
going 10 have to insist Iha! 1he 
Vatican face the hard questions and 
give us meaningful assurances that 
the a.n1i-Jewish st.a.tements will not be 
repealed." 

'Somethill 11 lbe Ail' 
Tanenbaum said his recmt conver

sa1ions with top Catholic officials 
had left him optimistic on the issue 
of Va1ican recognition of Israel. 

;'Something is in the air in Rome" 
on tha1 1opic, he said. "There are 
serious in1ernal s1ra1egy sessions go
ing on in the Va1ican on how to bring 
it about. One cardinal said to me, 
'The decision has been made 10 
establish diplomatic relations with 
Israel. The question is not whether 
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but when and how.' " 
Tanenbaum said he believes the 

main problem for the Vatican is con
cc;rn that esiablishing relations with 
Israel could lead to reprisals by 
ranatical Muslims against Christians 
in Lebanon and other parts of the 
·Arab world. The Jewish communi
ty ought to be aware of the dclkalc 
nature of the issue for the Vatican 
and not pressure the Pope publicly, 
he said. · 

Asked whether the Pope's homi
lies had not underl·ut his moderate 
position and validated that or Jewish 
hilnUiners like Singer, Tanenbaum 

· replied, "On the contrary, I 'believe 
there is evitlence that extreme posi· 
tions on the Jewish side served as a 
justification for more extreme posi
tions on the Catholic side. 

"There is no question there is a 
dangerous dynamism here," said 
Tanenbaum of the Pope's state· 
ments, "but I know many Catholic 
leaders are dismayed also. I am 
hopeful that the WJC has had a 

l . . 
chance to re-evaluate its actions and 
that 1JC1<1: can now move forward 
together ih our dialogue with tlie 
v'atican."' 

But in f\ingcr"s view, "The homi
lies have undercut the position Marc 
was taking before. In his more recent 
stalcmenls, he is saying 1hc kinds of 
things that I was saying six mo111hs 
ago." 

Singer called tne Pope's upcomi11g 
synagogue visit "a symbolic act," 
bul'added, "Symbolism can also be 
substantive. l·hope he will use the oc· 
casion 10 reassen the spirit of Nos1re 
Aetate and begin moving forward. 
again toward full normalization be
tween Catholics and Jews vis a vis 
temporal relations with Israel." 
Nostre Aetate was the declaration 
issued by Vatican II under Pope 
John XXlll in 1960 that included a 
section disavowing the belief that all 
Jews in all times shared responsibility 
for Christ;s death. 

Asked if his present cautious but 
hopefol language did not represelll 

a shift from. the more abrasive toi1e 
he employed to describe Jewish
Cat holic discussions in Rome last 
year, SiOger said, "We happen to be 
right before an imponant event-the 
Pope's first-ever visit to a synagogue. 
It is a very hopeful event when a 
Pope comes .to a synagogue for the 
lirn 1ime in 2,000 years. Let's 1101 
prejudge the event before he shows 
up .. . I would reje1:t any suggcs1ion 
that the WJC has backed away rrom 
its stance on dealing with the Church 
from a position of Jewish pride and 
dignity." 

Asked about Tanenbaum's asser
tion that tne Church is moying 
toward recogni1ion of Israel, Sinicr 
commented, "I'd prefer not Lo gi\'c 
prophecy. I would only re-emphasize 
tha~ we will continue 10 make clear 
to the Vatican in a polite but linn 
manner that .we want recognition. 
Recognition by the Vatican is not 
necessary for Israel's survival, but we 
want good relations with every coun
try." 0 
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04-21-86 ·. 3043 
Jewish leader claims pope is ready to formally recognize Israel 

By Wllllam l,lole 
Religious News Service Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON (RNS) - A Jewish leader with close ties to the Vatican says Pope John 
Paul D has decided to formally recognize the state of Israel 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. director of international relations for the American Jewish 
Committee, said be learned of the Vatican's intentions during recent meetings with cardinals 
in Europe, the United States and South America. 

Meanwhile, Rep. FASward Feighan (D.-Obio), a Catholic, bas taken the extraordinary step 
of introducing into Congress a resolution calling on the Vatican to establish full diplomatic 
relations with Israel. 

. A spokesman for the Vatican Embassy in Washington, Rev. Blaze Suplcb. said there 
would be no comment on either Rabbi Tanenbaum 's disclosure or the action in Congress. 

In the past few weeks, Rabbi Tanenbaum said In an interview on April 18, at least two 
cardinals have told bim that "the decision bas been made by the pope and tbe Vatican 
Secretariat of State" to establish formal ties to the Jewish state. 

"The question is not whether it will happen. .. said Rabbi Tanenbaum. who bas been on a 
wbidwind private diplomatic tour to persuade the Vatican to alter its stance toward Israel. 
"The question is when and how it will happen." 

The rabbi, a longtime leader in efforts to forge closer ties between Jews and Catholics, 
said that among the prelates he has recently met with on the issue of Vatican·lsrael relations 
are Cardinal Jean Marie Lustiger of Paris, who was born of Jewish parents and is a close 
friend of the pope, and Cardinal Bernard Law of Boston. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said he has also met with six cardinals from Brazil and Argentina 
and with Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, the ·Vattcan•s ecumenical officer; that he is scheduled 
to meet with Cardinal John O'Connor of New York, and bas been in contact with Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin of Chicago. 

The Jewish leader declined to identify the cardinals who reported movement by the 
Vatican on recognition of Israel, but added that they are "people very close to the pope." 

The issue of Vatican recognition of Israel came into the open recently with Pope John 
Paul's historic visit on April 13 to Rome's main synagogue. Jewish leaders praised the visit, 
the first ever recorded by a pope to a Jewish house of worship. but·also asserted that 
recognition of the Jewish state must go hand in hand with acceptance of the Jewish religion. 

The Vatican bas cited concerns about guarantees of international access to holy places 
in Jerusalem, as well as unsettled disputes over ISrael's boundaries and the rights of 
Palestinians in the Israeli·occupied West Bank. in explaining its policy of non-recognition. 

Behind the Vatican stance has also been the "genuine fear" ,of reprisals against 
) Christians in Moslem-dominated Arab countries in the event of church moves toward fuller 

recognition of Israel, Rabbi Tanenbaum said. 
Citing these concerns. the rabbi called on Jewish groups to be patient as the Vatican 

works out the problems and to avoid public attacks on its current stance toward Israel. "There 
have been some shrill, tough·guy confrontational statements that haven't helped the situation," 
Rabbi Tanenbaum said of criticism by Jewish groups. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum. who was an official observer at the mid-1960s Second Vatican. 
Council, which renounced past anti-Semitism of the church, said the Vatican was likely to take 
"several interim steps" before announcing full diplomatic recognition of Israel 

One pos.c1ible step would be to appoint an apostolic delegate to Israel. he said. Currently, 
there is what Catholic and Jewish leaders regard as "de facto" Vatican recognition of Israel, 
whose diplomatic mission to Italy has full access to Vatican offices. Formal recognition of 
Israel would, apart from the heavy symbolic impact, involve an exchange of amba~dors. 
between the Vatican and the Jewish state. 
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Rabbi Tanenbaum said this could happen by the end of the year, "provided the boat is 
not rocked by extremists-on any side." He said Vatican·fears of reprisals against Christians 
"are not an abstraction." and are reflected in the 100,000 Maronite Christians in Lebanon who 
have been "massacred'' by Moslems. 

Tbe Jewish lead.er· also said tbat on tbe day of the pope's visit to the Rome synagogue, 
the Catholic bishop of Tripoli. Libya, and several priests and nuns there were arrested in what 
be interpreted as a meSsage by Col Moamar Kbadafi that "lf you make positive gestures 
toward Israel, there will be reprisals against Ouistians." · 

The Libyan bishop, priests and nuns were released oa April 16, he said. Despite this, 
Rabbi Tanenbaum asserted that Vatican recognition of Israel would bolster the prospects·of 
peace in the Middle East by helping to dispel the "illusion" among Arab rejectionists that if 
''they bold out long enough the state of Israel could be dissolved." 

Eugene Yisher, director of Catbolic--Jewisb relations for the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, said Jle knew of no Vatican decision OD formal recognition of Israel. 0 But I 

·know that they have been moving in that direction;• said Mr. Fisher, who added that he is 
aware of Rabbi Tanenbaum's meetings with Catholic prelates and that the rabbi would be in a 
good position to asses,, any new developments. . · · 

In Con~ Rep. Feighan, whose comtituency in tbe suburbs of Cleveland is largely 
Catholic and Jewish, was joined by 11 other members of the House of Representatives m 
introducing bis resolution on Vatican recognition of Israel. In a separate action, 23 members of 
Congress, led by Rep. Charles Schumer (D.-N.Y.) have signed a letter calling for such a step by 
the Vatican. 

Mr. Feighan bas 4lso sent a letter to Secretary of State George Shultz asking ~t the 
Reagan administration prod the Vatican on the recognition issue. Such intervention by 
members of Congress into the affairs of a church is highly unusual. 

But a Feighan spokesman said the establishment of diplomatic ties betweeen the United 
States and the Vatican in 1983 gives Congress an opening to press the issue. He added that prC>9 
Israel members of Congress want to take advantage of the current attention to the question of 
VaUcan·lsrael ties occasioned by the pope's synagogue visil 

"The pope has tremendous moral authority around the world.'' said the letter to Mr. 
Shultz. "His conviction that Israel has a right to its place in the Middle East would not only 
add strength to those nations which have already stood with Israel, but would,lend credence 
and authority to those moderates in the Middle East who continue· to search for peacef ui ·ends 
to the confilcts there." · .: · :_:\ 



Stephen Li5tfield 
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Rabbi Emeritus 

Rabbi Ari Fridkis 
F.ducationa/ Dit?t:tor 

Rabbi Marc Tan€nbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 Ea~t 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenb~um: 

June 20, 1986 

I understand fully what you are doing when you say, as 
quoted in eoday's New York Times, Page A3, "It is importa~t 
to rec·ord that Cardinal O'Connor is a devoted friend of 
the Jewish people and is deeply committed to the security 
and well-being of the people and· of the State of Israel". 
But it seems to me that the Cardinal would be best served 
if he would .b~ a more vigorous· a~ol~gist for himself vis
a-vis Israel, rather than relying on his Jewish friends. 

I know full well that Cardinal O'Connor was careful to say 
that he b elieves in the right of Israel to exist. The 
Cardin~l's problem is th~t the press will rightly treat 
that a~ a ·"dog bit~s man" story. It is hls support for a 
Palestinian homeland that will obviously, and I suppose 
justifiably, be the truly quotable . part of his statement. 

I submit that Cardinal O'Connor's comments will not 
necessarily be taken well by ~e Jewish community for the 
following reasons. Calls for the red~ess of the Palestinian 
problem, withip the politica~ context of our time, inevitably 
imply that Israel is responsible for this problem. If 
Cardina l O'Connor's Jewish friends truly wish to help him 
in his public statements, it seems to me that they would 
recommend to the Cardinal that if he must issue calls for a 
Palestinian homeland based on al.l the injustices that have 
been dealt to Pa!:.esti-nians over the years, that he be careful 
to include the fact that 22 Arab states have coniistenly denied 
meaningful refuge to their Palestinian brethren , that the Je~s 
accepted but Arabs rejected the 1947 u .N .. ·., call· . ~ ·for parti tion

1 
that Palestinians have manifestly been used as pawns by Syria, 

_Egypt, and ~ther Arabs in oider to serve their own political 
ends, etc. 

147 Tenafly lltd.; Eaglewod. NJ 07631 (~1) 567-1300 
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
June 20, 1986 
Page -2-

In sum, t h e question is not whether Cardinal O'Connor is 
generally friendly to Israel ·and to Jews, which I imagine 
that he is. The question is, Is the Cardinal advertently 
or inadvertently contributing to the perception that 
Israel has caused a Palestinian problem and Israel ought 
t:o solve it2 

Sincerely, 

~L¥ 
Stephen Listfield 

SL/jd 

cc: Cardinal .O'Connor 
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COl'~ ;.'IDEl':TIAL - NOT :~OR DISTRIBUTION 

!]QNVB:"t:jATION ·,ITH JO}J:N '.;J.1TI!Il:AJ~ O' r~rn::·:OJlfi tJUI~E 27, 1986 
On .,'ri'3ay a .•: ternoon of l;hi3 a~,:. te, c.bout 2 p.m., Msgr. Jim l\IcCarchy, 
personal uecretary co Cardinal O'Connor telephone me to st~y that; 
the Cardinal could meet with me at 4:30 p.m. I was eager to get a 
ff11Ist-hand sense of his views and feelings on his lebanon and Home 
trip, h.nd ther~fore went co see him. ('Ced Blleno.ff could not; make it; 
and David Gordis ·Nas not in i.ihe oifi (~e.) '.':'e met in his small 
guest room and were alone for about an hou~. 

~1he Cardinal be,::;an by thanking me for my l.Jriei comment in ·the New 
York '.;.1imes lihat said that he is "a r'riend of ;;he Jewish people f',;.fld 
a supporter of the s c curi ty and well-being of the S i:;a te of I sre.el." 
I iamedia te ly told him that even thoue;h tba·t was a small excerpt of 
what I had said to the H. Y. · ~imes reporter who called ll:!e from Rome, 
I have received a number of criticisms for defending him, I showed 
him a l~ t ~er from a rabbi in Englewood, !~ .J., who said that while he 
underst:od what I was tIJ'ing to do, let the Cr:rdinal defend himself. 
I told the Cardinal that ~hat rabbi and others v1ho called me were 
disturbed by reports of what the Cardinal has said abibut 11 the 
I'ales·tinim homeland" and his implication that Israel alone was 
responsible for their plight. 

·rheee was similar consternation over his stateinents tha·t .suax 
someho.w Israel held the key to peace in Lebanon, E.ll:d that Israel 

has some role to play in assuring the security of some 8 million 
Chris·tians in ~he Arab world. I made the point forcefully that since 
1982, i 't is Syria, the Shiite and Sunni Muslims, and Druse who 
hold the key t;o Levanon's peace and to the future of :Jhr±stians in 
Lebanon. Did he really intend to scapecoat Israel? 
As to Israel's guaranteeing the sec~rity of Christiana in Arab lands, 
I found that incomprehensible • .ihould he not h:;i.ve been addressing that 
rE. sponsibili ty to Arab leaders,- not Israel? 

On the Palestinian homeland, that ·is precisely what Israeli Primalll[ 
Minisi;er Shimon Peres whs about in seekins out agl;ressively talks 
with Kine Hussein, searching for a formula in some "Jordanian option." 
It we.s King Hussein who publicly dc:clared that th(;; PLO' s Yassir Arafat . 
torpedoed that option. Why did he no·t; deal with that fact fairly, 
and in a balanced w.ay? 

There was a lot of rlefensive phumphing back and forth. It is clear that 
he knows very little abou-t the complexities of the ~!iddle East. It is 
also cle_ar - a.nd I referred to it - that his tour was arranged by 
Msgr. John Nolan, head of the IJntholic .Near East Welfare Association, 
which for dece.d<.:s has been involvtd in refuee,e care for Palestinian 
refugees .. I mentioned that Es.:: r. Holan has had a long-established 
repu:tJati on fo'r being pro;;An:i.:Q and an ti-Israel, and he blinked vigorously 

!1.long the way in our polite but incr~asingly uharp talk, the Cardinal 
said a number of things of significance: 
1) He made a number of pro-Palescinian, pro-Arei.b st2.tements in order 
to establish his credibility in the Aru.b ~vorld. (He blurted ·t11at out 
in an almost confessional way.) 

2) He knew he w: .s risking some of his ere di bi li ty in ··the Jewi.sh 
community, but hoped th<:~ t his good record on .Jewish issues - particu-
19.rly Soviet Jewry, -ch<.: J:azi Holocaust, a.l!d anti~Semi tism - would help 



Cardinal O'Connor -2-

prevent too much erosion of his si;anding with the Jewish community. 
3 ) ::l!e has been given "a semi-mandate" by Cardinal Casarolli and 
Archbishop Silvestrinill of the V'atican ::>ecretariat of State to become 
a princj>pal 11 ac·tor11 for the Vatican on "the r.liddle East. He said that 
while otther Cardinals and Bishops have made occasional statements on 
the Middle East, nollle has concentrated on it as a central concern. He 
said he ·plans to do that. (Historically, Cardinal Spellman plaped such 
a role,- but in a quieter, more diplomatiic but poli ·tically potent way. 
Cardinal Cooke, a former social worker, con tented himself with the 
social welfare aspects mainly of Pale~tinian and other Arab refugees.) 
4) He said he favors "Vatican full diplomatic relations with Israel" 
but first a number of obstacles have tJo be gotten out of the way. He 
said tha status of Jerusalem is not a problem; "the internatiunal statute" 
is a mat.ter of forcality. The preconditions for establishing diplomatic 
relations with Israel, he suggested, have to do wi ·th some resolution 
o~ ~he plight of the Palestinians; reinforcing peace in Lebanon; and 
somehow trying to assure ·the secuirjty of Arab Chris t;ians in the 
~!iddle East. 
5) He made in somewhat emotional manner abm1%x a big :point that he had 
a two-hour audience with %E4 Pope John Paul II at which he reported on 
his Lebanon trip. He said ~he Pope would not abandon the Arab Christians 
and would do nothing that would lead to their further massacres. 

O'Connor then said tbat i:f the V&tican were to establish diplomatic 
relations with Israel tomorrow, there is no question but that thousands 
of Christians would be killed in reprisal. We have to find a way to 
prevent that from happening. · 
In a ni_ce way~ I "presumed" to say that ·the Vatican is now paying the 
price for allowing itself to be intimidated and blackmailed by the 
extremist Muslims and Araos. I reminded him that during .Vatican Council II 
Nasser · threatened reprisals 8t;ainst Arab Christians if Nostra Aetaete 
would be adopted. Cardinal Bea refused to be intimidated. He made a 
public statement that the declaration was spiritual issue and has nothing 
to do with politics. He then secretly senci then Msgr. Willebrands to 
Egypt and Iraq to mollify the Arabs, but Bea pro,ceded undeterred in 
having the declaration adopted. Most of ·the threats petered out. 
As Israel and Ameri ::an foreign policy have demonstrated, the Arab-rr.uslim 
leaders respect strength and exploit weakness. He just listened. 
6) If he plans to become active in the Middle East, I then said, it is 
essential to his credility that he visit Israel and meet with Prime 
Minister Peres and other Israeli political and r ,eligious leaders. He 
then asked me to explore that possibility with Peres• office since I 
was leavine for Israel on Sunday. He said he wanted to meet with the 
Prime Minister; only the question of sahedule has to be worked out. 

I told him I would be glad to do that. Once the decision is made, he 
would be h~aring from me and/or from an appropriate Israeli official. 
7) During our ·talk, he repeated several times that Vatican dip.lomatic 
relations would be helped if Israel made some public declaration of 
concern· for the Palestinians, and the peace of Lebanon. I replied that 
?eres and other Israelis have done that often before; the issue is not 
statements b-y.t the poJ.itical will ~f the Arabs oo negotiate :peace. But 
he wou:L9. be 1·rt;e to di s cuss that with Peres ruid other Israelis. 



July 15, 1986 

Mr. Robert Semple, Editor 
OP-ED Page , 
The· New Tork Times 

Deal" Bob, 

I just wrote the enclosed OP-ED after coming 
back from an extended conversation with 
Cardinal o•Connor and a visit last week 
with Israeli foreign ministry officials. 

This is an urgent and important subject, and 
I hope you will c~nsider it for publication 
shortly. 

With waMl:I regards~ 

Cordia;t. ly • 
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ADDRESS 'IO HIS HOLINESS. POPE JOHN PAUL 11. ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RECEPTION 

OF LEADERS OF nlE AUSTRALIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY, NOVEMBER 26TH. 1986. 

Your Holiness, 
\ 

We have the privilege of being ~ng those who welcome you to Australia, 

part of the New World,. now s multi cultural soc.iety, but above all, a land 

of free men and women. 

It is 'not quite 200 years ·since the first ~ropean settler arrived in 

Sydney Cove. From the very beginning, Catholics and Jews were minority 

groups who ·s~ared the early struggle for political and. religious equality. 

Australian Catholics succeeded in thi.8 struggle in 1836 and this success 

was soon followed by Jewish emancipation. 

Since that tillle, our Comlllinit1es in Auatralia have shared the diversity 

of concerns that confront minority groups. Together we share a present con

cern for the conti~ation of a school system which permits freedom of choice 

and welcomes religious· commitment. 

We recognise and appreciate that this meeting is a mark of your con

tinuing commitment to improving relations between the Catholic Church and 

the Jewish people. We are deeply conscious of the fact that in April of 

this year you made an historic journey to visit the synagogue in Rome. 

The words that you chose to say at that Service touched the heart of Jews 

around the world. You remembered with special blessing Pope John 23rd 

whose achievements in the relationship between Christians and Jews brought' 

about the Declaration Nostra Aetate. You ~poke of us as "our dearly 

beloved brothers" - "elder brothers". 

Brothers belong to one family a relationship we have no difficulty 

in recognising. For more than twenty years ca~holics and Jews .in 

Australia have held consultations .and discussions on matters of uutual 

interest and concern. The · catholic Church has examined its text books and 

introduced into seminaries and schools courses for the study of Judaism. 

We look forward to continuing d;ialogue on all of these matters. 
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w~ greet you aa Pontiff of the Catholic Church but you are also the 

son of your land and your people. As a child of the twentieth century no 

~e could be more sensitive to the tragic history of Poland and its people, 

of the ' terrlble consequences of war. and of the suffering of the Jews of 

Eastern Europe. The Australian Jewish Co1111111nity still includes a great 

many surviv,ors of the Holocaust and their children. 

As you said, standing at Auschwitz "I pause with you befor.e the in

scription in Hebrew. This inscription awakens the memory of a people 

whose sons and daughters were intended for total extermination 

It is not. pet111issable for anyone to pass by this inscription with in

difference ••• " After the experience of Treblinka, Auschwit~ and Majdanek 

there was reason enough for Jews to despair to the world. But this was not 

to be. In many ways the survivors taught us how to live ••• how to 

reaffirm life, how to begin again ••• Against all odds the .Jewish people 

broke the bonds of hopelessness bv re-establishin~ a state of their own 

in the land that is holy and by brin2in2 back to life a lan2ua2e in \o'hich 

the oroohets sooke and the psalmist sane. For Jews everywhere the State 

of Israel is an expression of faith in the future. In your Apostolic 

Letter of Good Friday 1984 vou wrote: ·"For the Jewish people wo iive in 

the State of Israel and who preserve in that land such precious testimonies 

of their history and their faith, we must ask for the desired security and 

true tranquility that is the prerogative of every nation". A Christian 

understanding of the drama and history that has led in our day to the 

miraculous re-establishment of the covenant bindin2 the people of Israel 

to the land of Israel is the touch stone of the future relationship between 

the Jewish people and the Church. We look ·forward to the Church's formal 

recognition of this reality. 

We understand the historic nature of the dialogue which is now opening 

between the Church and the Jewish people. and trust that your visit will 
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stimulate tha~ dialogue in Australia. Your detet'lllinatioo 0 goodvill and 

leadership in this great under~akiug is recognised and applauded by the · 

Jewish World. 

LESLIE CAPLAN, A.M., 

President 

Executive Council of Australian Jewry 
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- S,~dney, 26 November 1986: 

Mr: President, dear Friends, 

Meeting with representa~ives 
of the Jewish Commun1ty 

26-1 

Bf~~~-.C ·:this year, I had the pleasure and privilege of visitin9 

tbe syiiag~iue in Rome and of speaking wlth the Rabbis and the assemble, 

congreg.ation.· At that time I gave 11 thanks and praise to the Lord 

who ~tretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth 

.(Is Sla16) · and who chose Abraham in. order to make him the father 
, 

.· of a mu~~itude of.chil~ren, as numerous •as the stars of heaven 

&n4 a·s the sand which is on the sea shore'" (Gen 2·2:17: cf. Is 15:5}. 

I.'·gave.·"thanks and P.raise to him because it had been his good pleasure, 

in the. iDystery of his ·providence, that the meeting was taking place. 

of .;o:aha;;i ' 

d·e,cendaij#s·, a group which is representative of many Jewish people 
. . 

· in 1.Us.t:i:·a.11a. May he bless you and make you strong for his se~v ice! 

It:·'<is ~y understanding· that, although the exoer ience of Jews 

in .Aust:ralia ::-· a~ experience going right back to the beginning of 
· · · .. ~ · · .; ... ~r·r .:. · .. : : 
wb'ite 'settlement in 178-8 - · has not been without its measure of sorrow, 

• • . "• • • I ,• . . . . 
; ...... \ . . . . . . . . 
p~;ej-ucS:l~·~·;.ai:i~· · discrimini\t:.ion, it has included more civil and religious 

fm.ti~~~ef !ias tO be found in many. of the countries of the Old 

World.-~·,t~~ same time, this is st1ll the century of the Shoah, 
" . -· " ,;·· .. . . 

·the· lnhumaft.~·and ruthless attempt to ex terminate European Jew'Cy: . . · .. ·.1t;~~ ·--·.· . . ' 
.·~'~"~,;:;~ \-~C}r'tr~hat· Australia has given asylum and a new home to thousands 
: ~:;:•;• -~· .: . ' . 

o·t·~·refugees.and' survivors . from that 9hastly series of events. To 
. I .°;: ',. • <:·~~··.·::~: : 
t~~pa .in<,e~:~~cular .I say, _ as I said to 'J.our brothers and sisters, 

.· . . : . . . ·~'l_:~· .. : . . 
~he Je·o11~~.9~i ~; itQme ·, ·•the Cnur.cn, in ~he words of the well-known Declaration 

·• ·•. ' . ., . . . 

nostra A~tate;: "'de.plores tne ha·tred, persecutions, and ois?lays 
. . ..... : ·~:~.:;-.·{ .. • . . . 

of antl.~~emlti"sm direct'ed ·a.9ai·nst the Jews at any time ar.d by anyor.e' ". 
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Meeting with representatives 
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' 
OUTLINE 

·The Catholic Church wishes to consolidate and extend the 
. improved '.relations she has with the Jewish community in Australia 
and -t~~~ugbout · the world. 

• .~~ \ ' f I 

1. --~~~''ope expresses his gra~itude for this meeting ':'ith 
~ep~~sentatives of the Jewish community in Austra l ia. 

2. 

. 
:3. 

4. 

·ae t 'ecalls· how Australia gave a new home to thousands of 
J'ewlsh refugees· who fled the European holocaust . 
·: ·.· '. . ' 

~a·lie .MHoly Father hopes that · this meeting will help to consoli
{.date- the improved relations between Jews a~d Cathol ics in 
'?'AQstralia. 

to Jews is one of resoect .. . 

·,~.'· \-,,~ ,~,,{~~· catboHc:~·. while ~e~o9nlzln9 genuine differ~nces in 
~ .. ~i9tous belief and practice, are ealled to en9ag~ ln t ~u e 
and 'fraternal ·collaboration for: the well-beino of societv: 

. . : . .. .......... , ~ ·. . 
-:o.~~ To .. ,:defend life; 
. . ·•·•.. ' . 

·~~:=:_ .. T~ .. :defend all fundamental human freedom • 

::x·~::co~on concern is that of reliaious schools. • 
6~ 

~- :, . .. : . . 
Tbe.;.faith:ful ·love o·f God endures for evez:. 
··.~~~.~~~:4· . '.' . . ' .. . . ":.•:. .. ~·· .. . 

1·. 

. .. 

=·.·:'i:: 

. :~.: : .. :• .; ... -,: 
:. "' ~-' · . • ·.4 
.-,.~.;· .. . 

' .. \~ ~;;.: 
"'' ··' · .. 
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h·"&> · for th is ~ee ting is that it will help to con sol id ate 
. MY ~.ie 

and ext.enc!';· the tmprov.ed relations you already have w1th members 

26-.2 

. ' ~~ .·. ' .. _·~~ . . 

.of\ tbe catbo11c community · in this country. I know that there are 

1Den .and women throughout Australia~ Jews and Catholics alike, who 

4re working; ·as I st~ted at ~he Synagogue in Rome, "to oveccome 

. old pre~udices and to secure ever wider and fuller recognition of 

that~. 'bori~~'~,d~that 'c:::ommon spiritual patrimony' that.·exists between 
. . . . ;';~~:; . . . 

Jews · and. :chrl~tians". I 9 ive . thanks· to God for this. 

Wh~re ··:Cathol'ics are concerned,.· .it will continue to be an explicit 
' ·: . '! • 

and very lm~~tant part o.f my mission to rep~at and emphasize that 

our attitud~ to the .J.ewish religio·n should be · one of the area test 

respect, s~nce the C~tholie f~ith is rooted in the ~ternal truths 

cont~ined ·1n ~he Hebrew SQriptures, and in the irrev~cable covenant 

made . with Abraham. · w.e too gratefully hold these same truths of 

our Jewish hecitagi, and look upon you as our brothers and sisters 

iri~~~· Lb-:-~; 

.For tb~ · Jewish people themselves, Catholics should have not 

oi:i'ly respe~~· ~u-t also ·great fra.ternal love; for it is the teaching 

of both the· Hebrew and ·the Ch~istian . Scriptures that the Jews are 

beloved ot:Gocf" who -h.as called · them ~!th an i:re'loc.abl·e calll~;. 

~o v~1d·~·:.t~e<?l¢g .ical .. .justific:;atic:m could ever be found for acts 

· · ,f· d.tsc~triti~J·tldn o.r .. persecution· against Jews . · In. fact, such acts 
. • ... . .·· ... !. ::'.; .. • · . : . . ' . 

nust_· 1)~ ··~•l4 : t:cf be .. sinful • . 

"··.:~::ln-;J.\:~ be fra.nk and sincere we must recognize the fact that 

:here· ar.e.=·.,:~1.i~l· ·obvio~s differences· between us, in religious belief 
• t ·_-: ... ··1. . . - . . 

·: nd : fr~ct.i~j~'th·e. most fundamental difference is · in our respective . ' -\ . ·~~· . ~ . , . 

i~~i;{on :~~~~~pe:·son and work .of Jesus of . Nazareth. Nothing however ..... · : ' :· . ' . . . ' . 

re*·{n:~s.··u4. .. ·'.f.roris true and f;aterna1 · cooperation in many wor ~hy 
~t0 "'!)~t3,,i· ··' S\.:Ch '"S 3''""' ·1 c3• _ .... C:"'S d ·. . . . . . .. -· ~. : .,.. " ... ...,.;._ .:._. "''" ... ~- ..!n numerous ;.iorKs oz Jusc.i.ce .. 
nd ·~har(tt• . ~~c6 c~mbined uride~~~~ings can bring us ever closer 

J~i~her i~··f~tendship ~nd t~ust. 

-·~-

•· 
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Thtough ... the Law and the Prophets, we, li.ke you, have been taught 

· ~ hi h. value. on· · humari llfe ·and on fundamental and inalienable 
tO. PU~ - ~a~· ~. ~s~ . ..:.~~~:.:.....:~:;.::.:~::.;.;;::..;::, 

·human·· rights. 'l'oday, human life, which should be held sacred from 

the mC)Jllent of conception, is being threatened ·1n many different 

ways. Viola&ions ~of . human 'rights are widespread. This makes it 

· -all ~he more important fol:' all people of good_ will to stand together 
. ,. :,..'Vi..~' .... . 

· to defe~d , 1·1fe, to defend the freedom of relig io.us belief and pr act.ice, 

and to defend all other fundamental human freedtims. 

·- Finally, I am sure we agree that, in a secu.lar ized ·society, 

there are :many wid.ely held values which we cannqt accept. ·rn pac ticula 

consumerism and materialism are often presented, especially to the 

you.n9~ as ~!'le ans·..,ers ~= hu:nan p:oble:ns. I ax;>resa :ny ac;ni:adon 

for the many sacri.fices you have made to . operate religious schools 

fo·r your children, in or.der to help them evaluate the world around 

them fro~ the pers~eetive of !aith in God. As. you know, Australian 

. ;df~~;~·~ve -~one. th~ s _am_e. In. secularized society·, such inst'it!.!tions 

are al·ii'.ays : likely to be a tt:acked for one reason or another. since 

Catholics ._-and Jews val.ue ~helt\ for the same reasons, let us wor~ 

togeth~r ~hen~ver possible. in order to protect and promote the religious 

instruct-ion .ot · o~~ children_ ~ In this wa'i ·.ie can bea_r c~:nr.icn •.Ji tness 

·.· to the ·LOr4 o·f all. 

· Hr. ~~esident and t-iembers of the Exe.cutive Council of Australian 

Jewry,-'I• than!< you once again for t .his mee _ting, . and I 9ive praise 
. . ·, ··:~.. . .. · . 

and thanks· .. to the Lord in the words of the Psalmist: 

•vr~l~~ the iord, all nations! 

· Ext~l ·him, .all . peo~lest 

Foe ·grent is his stea.dfast love toward us; 

cmci. ' ~he faithfulness ·o_E the Locd endures foe ever. 

cic·a·i .$e tne .Locd !" .C Ps l:l6/ ll 7) • 

'·'.· 
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Misery loves company is how some phrase it. Actually, challenge seeks colleagues is 
. . · more lite we experience it at Religious News Service. As we look to the future, we take some 

. •· --- . pen·erse comfort is seeing that other news organizations - bigger ones, more worldly, 
. . definitely better financed - also are undergoing soine intense soul searching. 

- ·· · In this regard I wa~ drawn to an article in the New York Times .Magazine (Dec. 28, 
· · ·:·. -· 1985) titled "CBS News in Search of Itself."-Their dilemma is very much like OU.."!, namely, 
-- .': · ··'. 1 how to build on a past that includes the long shadows of giants such as Edward R. Murrow and 

·: · Walter Cronkite. That future of excellence also has to be on a tighter budget 

. • . . 

I share the closing statement of CBS News President Howard Stringer with you since 
many of you, too, face the challenge of ordering a new dJ.y from a noble past: "CBS News . . . 
can't use the past as a blueprint for everything that it do·!S in the future. lBut the past bas to 

·be part of the tradition. That continuity, if you like, is what keeps the whole company 
~ _ together.'•· 

In 1987, RNS will be operating, for the first time in its history, on a budget that is not 
- . · dependent on outside subsidies. The break-even point bas been reached only beca'use of diligent 

· efforts to streamline the service and to refine our understanding of who we serve and how best 
· : we can do that. All the while, we have also worked bard to Jceep faith with a tradition that has 

e.nge~dered a great deal of trust and good will on the part of our customers. We want to 
i.5.)t::e you that those eiforts will continue through the new year . 

Judy Weidman 

12·29-86 4923 
O'Connor turnaround on Israel visit upsets officials 

By Steve Rodan 
Religious News Service Correspondeni 

· JERUSALEM (RNS) - When the head of the Catholic Archdiocese of New York, 
Cardinal John O'Connor, announced his plans to visit Israel~ the rumor mill began to churn 

· · with speculation that the Vatican was ready to establish diplomatic relations with the Jewish 
state. · · 

But ~ the cardinal left on Dec. 27 for his Middle East trip, Israeli officials as well as 
Vatican envoys in Jerusalem were upset about the visit and the hopes it g·enerated. 

"It's-a delicate situation," said the Rev. Marcel Dubois, a leading Catholic theologian 
Wb() is on a special Vatican commission on Jerusalem. "It (the trip) could be used as publicity 
for both Arabs and Jews. The situation is, from a diplomatic point of view, very confusi:i5." 

The reasons for the dismay differ: Vatican envoys say C~'131 O'Co:inor_yiolaJ.~--? 
firm ooli~ set by the Holy See against clerics getting involved in r;!iddie ·East polit~~. 

_ C}:~~.::~l O'Connor had billed his visit as a ''fact-fL•ding mission." 
.. - . ------- --·. 
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For their part, Israeli officials are upset that the cardinal, af_ter accepting then-Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres' invitation last summer to come to Israel, now says he w:ill not yisit 
Israeli leaders - at least not in their offices. The of fici2ls point out that Cardinal O'Connor 

.. . . . . , will m~t with Jordan's King Hussein and Prime Minister Zaid al-Rifai. · 
:. · · The bad feelings produced by the Cardinal O'Connor trip add to the increasing 

frustration of Israeli diplomats over the Vatican's refusal to recognize the Jewish state. Since 
·· .: ·· the fow:ding of Israel in 1948, officials have urged senior Vatican officials, including several 

~· · popes, to establish diplomatic relations with Israel. 
Over the years, the Vatican has given several reasons for its refusal to recognize Israel. 

' · ·· In the last decade, the oificial ref usaJ was based on the lack of delineated borders between . 
Jordan and Israel. The Vatican does not have a papal nuncio, or ambassador, in Jordan, either. 
Instead, both countries share an apostolic delegate, a lower-ranking Vatican envoy. . 

Despite the lack of diplomatic ties, Israeli officials had expressed hope that the Vatican 
·. was moving toward official recognition of the Jewish state. In April, Pope John Paul Il visited 
·for the first time Rome's ancient synagogue and conducted services there. Three months later, 
the archbishop of Marseilles, France,·Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, arrived to receive an award 

.. from Ben-Gurio~ University. 
The O'Connor trip, however, appears to have shattered hopes of any Vatican move to 

recognize Israel. The idea for the trip began after Cardinal O'Connor returned from Lebanon 
last June, declaring the need for a Palestinian homeland. 

Jewish leaders in New York urged the cardinal to see the Israeli side of the story, and 
in September convinced Mr. Peres to extend an invitation for Cardinal O'Connor to visit Israel. 
Cardinal O'Connor accepted and Israeli foreign ministry officials, encouraged by the reaction 
of Jewish leaders, began to believe that the Vatican was ready to compromise on its refusal to 
recognize Israel. 

But last week, Cardinal O'Connor, on orders of the Vatican, backtracked. He said his 
trip would be private and suggested that he made a mistake in the way his mission was . 
presented. · · 

Sources in the apostolic delegation couldn't agree more. They say that ha~_ Cardi~ 
O'Connor planned to meet with Isr~~lU~~ders -~uring ~- pilgrimage ~o -~~e HQlj}.and, thep the 
Vatican would h~ve stayed out of the affair. But by billing it as a "fact-finding trip," Cardinal 
O'Connor was embarking -ona diplomatic, not religious, in!._ssion. . 

'"J'he VaticaJ] does not like when cardinals mix iIUhe politics of the Middl!! East_are~a, '..:. 
Msgr . . Richard Mathes, cultural attache to the aposto.lic...delegati.9~ ... -~~i~:..~'I~ is a_ fi~ 

. position from the Holy See. We don't ~~mUo byrn .. our.Jinge_z:~_here _in politics." 
The way Vatfcan ~fficial~_ in _~l?m~~w it, those in the apostolic deleg~tion .. ~id,_ 

~dinal O'~o_r was trying to_ make foreign-policy-_for-:the-Roman·Cat~o1ic _gi_l!!ch. "It's a 
political game, r.&~religious_on~said one .envoy. 
- --Bull6at attitude has angered officials of major Jewish organizations. Rabbi David 
Rosen, head of inter-religious affairs for the Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai B'rith in 
Israel, said that "conservative elements in the Vatican ... give the Je»ish people the feeling 
that alter 38 years, the Vatican has not recognized the reality of the Jewish state." 

Rabbi Rosen, who called Cardinal O'Connor "a friend of the Jewish people,'; said if he 
refuses to see Israeli leaders during his trip "it would be better if he not come at all." • 

Israeli officials are still unclear what Cardinal O'Connor will do when he arrives in 
· Israel via Jordan on Jan. 1. A foreign ministry spokesman said he has not heard of the 

cardinal's schedule from his envoy, :.~;r. John Nolan, who is now in Amman . . 
Foreign ministry sources said they hope Cardinal O'Connor will meet with Prime 

~·~'liste:- Yitzha!t Sh;imir and Foreign ;,:i;iister Peres, but at the s2r11z C~e t.avc not ruled c~t 
cancelling such plans if the cardinal places conditions on any such talks. 
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Aides to Prime Minister Shamir said be will be glad to meet with Cardinal O'Connor in 

. his office in Jerusalem. The aides stressed that the meeting must take place in Jerusalem. 
· Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek, who was supposed to be visited by Cardinal O'Connor, 

has also expressed anger. A Vatican official said the ~I would not come to Mr. Kollek's 
office. · 

Aides to the mayor say in that case Mr. Kollek is considering refusing to meet Cardinal 
-O'Connor at all. "But in the meantime we'll wait and see," said Sevannah Merwyn, the 

- mayor's spokeswoman. · 

... -·-·- --- ··-·--··-
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American Jews outraged by Vatican's 'political gamesmanship' 
By Religious News Service 

. NEW YORK (RNS) - American Jewish officials expressed outrage at the Vatican's 
order to New York Cardinal John O'Connor not to meet with Israeli government officials in 
Jerusalem during bis 10-day visit to the Middle East. • 

"The Vatican has embarrassed John Cardinal O'Connor and itseU more than it 
embarrasses Israel," said Nathan Perlmutter, national director of the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) of B'nai B'ritb. He said that "the Vatican's long-expressed and genuine concern wit}J 
theological anti-Semitism is welcome, but its concern is compromised by this kind of cynical, 
political gamesmanship." 

The Vatican cancelled the cardinal's plans to meet With Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Sba.mir and President Chaim Herzog because tbe Holy See does not have diplomatic relations 
with Israel. Cardinal O'Connor said he "should have consulted the Vatican when setting up a 
meeting with the president and the prime minister.11 

· Lester Pollack, president of the Jewish Community Relations Council of New York, said 
. the "unscheduling" of the meeting "signals a critical setback in the process of advancing _ 
· understanding" between Jews and Catholics. He charged that the Vatican action caused "great 

embarrassment and hurt" to the cardin3.I. 
Morris B. Abram, chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 

Organizations, said that "Israel is right to expect that it be dealt with as any sovereign state 
- should be." He expressed the hope that "good sense will prevail and that an equitable solution 

will be found so that Cardinal O'Connor's visit to Israel will be a wholly successful one." 

-=-·----·-····- ··-- ... 

12·29-86 
Lutheran, UCC health systems agree on merger 

By Religious News Service 

4930 

NEW YORK (RNS) - An agency of the American Lutheran Church, in an attempt to 
revitalize Protestant influence in the health care arena, has taken a step toward what was 
described as "the first and only church-sponsored, regionally integrated system of health care 
in the country." . 

Meeting in Minneapolis Dec. 16·17, the executive committee of the ALC Church Council 
approved a merger uf the ALC's Lutheran General Health Care System and Evangelical 
Health Systems Corp., owned by 85 Illinois congregations of the United Church of Christ (UCC) . 

. "Ge~erally, Protest.ant churches have lost their influence in healing ministry," said 
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ON CARDINAL O'CONNOR'S VISIT TO THE MIDDLE. EAST 

This is a brief review of the press coverage of Cardinal O'Connor's 

statements regarding his perceived role as an active peace-maker between 

Israel and her Arab neighbors. It documents that nothing ~hat the 

December 22 story in the New York Times interview reported with Rabbi 

Marc H. Tanenbaum was not said publicly before both by the Cardinal and 

Mayor Koch. 

Tanenbaum: "He (the Cardinal) said that he would ••• try to make some 

basic contribution to improving relationships with Israel and its Arab 

neighbors." 

Cardinal O'Connor: "John Cardinal O'Connor returned yesterday from a 

seven-day trip to Lebanon and Rome saying he would gladly go to Israel 

if that would help bring peace to the Middle East •••• 

"The Cardinal said he hopes to lobby vigorously for the Palestinian 

homeless and others suffering in Lebanon. 

"I will be presumptuous enough to make contact with the White House and 

the UN to plead for an intensification of concern. 
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"I am going to attempt to contact the very large number of representa-

tives of 'the Lebanese people in the U.S. to try to bring them together 

• in some fashion ••• perhaps in a conference in New York to discuss what 

they might do for the Lebanese people." 

"0 'Connor said the major disappointments of his visit were his failure 

to make direct contact with the American hostages, his inability to 

visit leaders of the Shiite and Druse Moslem factions and the la~k of 

response to his feelers seeking to visit Syrian president Hafez Assad on 

behalf of the hostages." 

(~EW YORK POST, June 21, 1986) 

"CARDINAL SEEKS LES PARLEY" 

Cardinal O'Connor said yesterday he would move to organize a conference 

to bring Christians, Moslems, and Jews together here to discuss ways to 

resolve the strife in war-torn Lebanon. 

... O'Connor said he would 'attempt to contact a large number of Lebanese 

people here in the United States ••• to discuss what they can do for the 

Lebanese. And my Jewish friends can make a significant contribution.'" 

(N.Y. DAILY NEWS, June 21, 1986) 

• 

. ... .. _ 
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"O'CONNOR ENDS TRIP TO LEBANON" 

"He said at the news conference that he was 'prepared to go anywhere in 

the world to see anyone who might want to talk to me about p~ace and 

just ice in Lebanon and elsewhere. 111 

"O'CONNOR SEES MIDEAST ROLE FOR VATICAN" 

"Amman, Jordan, oe·c . 31 - John Cardinal 0 'Connor s.ald today that he 

would probabiy suggest to Pope John Paul II and other Vatican off iclals 

that they consider taking the lead in calling an international confer

ence to work out a Middle East peace settlement •••• Papal sponsorship, 

the Cardinal said , could be s~en as an alternative should the other 

approaches prove unworkable." 

• ' -
(NEW YORK TIMES, January 1, 1987) 

ON VATICAN-ISRAEL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

"Jewish leaders such as Rabbi Tanenbaum believe that the Vatican has 

begun to realize that its refusal to recognize Israel has not protected 

the security of Christians and so would consider some move toward 

upgraded diplomatic status." 

(NEW YORK TIMES, December 22, 1986) 
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"O'Connor made the proposal (for a conferenc~ on Leb~nrin) at a wide

ranging pres$ conference during which he defended previously stated 

views on a Palestinian homeland and discussed a possibility that Israel 

could receive diplomatic recognition from the Vatican. 

"O'Connor . who met with Pope John Paul in Vatican City, said he felt the 

Holy See might conceivably advance the possibility of formal diplomatic 

recognition of Israel if it 'asslsts substantially' in the following 

areas: 

"Resolving the Palestlnlan homeland question; 

"Restoring peace in Lebanon; 

"Trying to indicate ln some way that Christians should be protected 

in the Middle East." 

(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, June 21, 1986) 

"He also condition.ed his support for formal diplomatic recognition of 

Israel by the Vatican on a solution to the Palestinian problem and 

safety guarantees for Christians llvlng in the Middle East." 

(NEW YORK TIMES, June 20, 1986) 
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MAYOR KOCH 

Reporting on his "private , off-the-record" · meet!ng on ~ly 17 with 

Cardinal O'Connor and Israeli Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, Mayor Koch 

said that the Cardinal's "statement may in fact be an effort to resolve 

one of the major sticking points in Catholic-Jewish relations - the 

resistance of the Vatican to recognize Israel diplomatically. 

"I believe it is his desire to do what he can in a responsible way to 

effectuate that diplomatic formal recognition as soon as possible." 

7488 (IR0-1)/ls 
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