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Cardinal Glemp

Poland
; Date

Our ref

Your ref

Your Eminence

A little over a year ago we met in London and you gave me a
letter in which you stressed your commitment to moving the
Carmelite Convent in Auschwitz Concentration Camp to the new
Centre for Dialogue Faith and Study to be established outside
the camnp. This was an important stage in resolving a painful
and unnecessary conflict which had caused great harm, to both
Poles and Jews and which threatened to undermine the enormous
improvement in Catholic/Jewish relations which has occurred
since the Second World War. Since then I have helped to
organise in Oxford a gathering of Jewish intellectuals and
community leaders which 1issued the Yarnton Declaration
(enclosed) which carried on the process of reconciliation.

I have Jjust been at a meeting in Belgium where I met several
Jewish leaders. Critical voices were raised there about the
progress in building an interfaith centre. There were indeed
calls for the organisation of prctests at the slowness with
which the centre is being built. I am concerned, as I am sure
you are too, that the process of reconciliation and the
achievement of mutual understanding should continue. I should
be very grateful if vyou could provide me with concrete
information . on the progress of the building of the centre so
that I can answer those who claim that little is being done to
build the centre. '



I would be grateful if you could let me have this report before
14 October, the date when a protest meeting is planned, to
enable me to release it to the press beforehand.

I would like to renew to you my invitation to visit London.

Kindest regards

Yours sincerely

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG
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Symposium of Jewish Intellectuals on the Future of Auschwitz
Oxford, 6-8 May 1990

A unique and historic opportunity has recently opened up for Jews to advise the Polish -
government on the future of Auschwitz. The Polish government has established an official
Commission which is now seriously considering substantial changes at Auschwitz, and it
proposes to call an international meeting later this year to take the matter further. :

There is therefore an urgent need for Jewish intellectuals to articulate considered Jewish
reflections and responses to the whole question of the future of the former concentration camps
in Auschwitz-Birkenau. This must be done before any international meeting takes place, so
that Jewish participants at such a meeting can be adequately prepared. There are no specialists
who can offer incontrovertible advice on such a matter - and yet Jews today, particularly in the -~
context of the new political realities of Poland, must begin to approach the problem. The
question is, how?

To answer this, we are inviting a small working group of Jewish academics and intellectuals
(rather than representatives of particular organisations) to sit down together for three days to
work out concrete proposals. A draft programme and a background paper are attached. There
are two non-Jewish invitees who will be attending: Krystyna Marszalek-Mlynczyk (Vice-
«— Minister of Culture, Poland, and Chairman of the government's Auschwitz Commission) and
— Stefan Wilkanowicz (secretary of the Commission). The Symposium will be held under the
_academic auspices of the Centre for the Study of Judaism and Jewish/Christian Relations
(Birmingham), the Institute of Jewish Affairs (London), the Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies

= (Oxford), and the Oxford Centre for Hebrew Studies.

Given the importance of the subject, we do hope that you will be free to attend. We are able to
cover travel expenses (within the United Kingdom), and of course board and lodging (all food -
served will be kosher under supervision). Please confirm as soon as possible whether you will
be able to come.

Yours sincerely,

JONATHAN WEBBER
Symposium Co-ordinator
On behalf of the convenors: '

Mr Antony Lerman, Professor Antony Polonsky
Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon, Dr Jonathan Webber



SYMPOSIUM OF JEWISH INTELLECTUALS ON
THE FUTURE OF AUSCHWITZ
Oxford, 6-8 May 1990

1. Background

(a) The Polish State Coﬁmission for the Fﬁmrc of Auschwitz

Since coming into office in September 1989 the new post-communist government of Poland
has taken a positive interest in reconsidering the structure, format and content of the State
Museum at Auschwitz. The Prime Minister, Mr Tadeusz Mazowiecki, personally requested the
formation of a new Commission specifically to advise on this. The intention is to find ways
whereby Auschwitz can convey moral, ethical and religious values, rather than the present
heavy dose of political propaganda. The Commission has been set up, under the chairmanship
of the Vice-Minister of Culture (as a State Museum the responsibility for Auschwitz falls to the
Ministry of Culture), with Mr Stefan Wilkanowicz, editor of the influential Catholic monthly
Znak, as secretary. Ordinary members (all Polish) include the top civil servants responsible for
museums, including the Director of the State Museum at Majdanek, the country's top
conservation specialists, Catholic theologians and local specialists in Judaism. Two Polish
Jews are also members. To dats, three meetings of this new Commission have taken place,
one on site in Auschwitz itself.

(b) Repornt on the Commission's meeting held in Auschwitz (December 1989)

This meeting of the Commission was attended by Dr Jonathan Webber, at the personal
invitation of the Vice-Minister. He was the only foreigner, and the only Jew, present (neither
of the Polish Jewish members of the Commission was able to attend on that occasion), and
reports the following:

1. The press communiqué released at the end of the meeting, which showed that the
Commission has a considerable receptiveness to Jewish views, indicated a wide measure of
agreement that substantial changes be made at Auschwitz. Suggestions included, in particular,
modifying the scope and content of the existing exhibitions so as to underline moral, ethical and
religious issues and their relationship to the Holocaust; and the preparation of a series of official
guide-books so as to cater to visitors of different ethnic/national backgrounds. (Dr Webber
-was subsequently invited by the Ministry to undertake the responsibility for the Jewish guide-
. book).

‘2. The Commission, having undertaken its preparatory work and submitted its initial
reports and discussion papers, now wishes to call an international conference in-Poland, in
October or November of this year, to consider the future of Auschwitz. It is proposed that
major Jewish organisations (the American Jewish Congress, for example) would participate,
and it is likely that invitations would also be sent to representatives of Gypsies, Jehovah's
Witnesses, and other relevant parties.




2. The Purposes of the Symposium

(a) Overall purpose

The Symposium's overall purpose will be the articulation of Jewish reflections and responses,
both religious and secular, to the general question of the future of the Polish State Museum of
Auschwitz-Birkenau, including the implications for its educational goals and conservation
policy. It needs to be grasped that the Museum, which for practical purposes covers the entire
land area of both the former concentration camps, currently atracts 600,000 visitors a year, of
whom 400,000 are Poles and 200,000 foreigners (principally Russians and Germans). What
would be a considered Jewish view on what is to be done with this vast area - the land itself,
the structures on it, and the exhibitions and monuments there - given that the Polish authorities
are now actively considering changes?

' (b) Preparation of guidelines

The Symposium will prepare a set of suggested guidelines that would then be brought to the )
attention of leaders of Jewish organisations active in Polish-Jewish relations.

(c) Long-term involvement of Jewish intellectuals

The Symposium will consider the possibility of creating a group of Jewish intellectuals and
academics to concern themselves with the long-term issues, and the identification of Jewish
individuals who would be available to provide guidance and briefing if required to participants
in any international conference concemned with the future of Auschwitz.

(d) Publication of the proceedings

It is intended that the proceedings of the Symposium will be edited and published, so that the
subject reaches a wide intellectual Jewish readership.

3. Proposed Agenda

The Symposium is provisionally entitled ‘Return to Parole: The Future of Auschwitz'. It
would be held over three days, starting after lunch on Day One and finishing after lunch on Day
Three (i.e. just over 48 hours in all). The format would be as follows: a general briefing for
all participants, followed by general discussion; then a workshop arrangement, for groups of
no more than 4-5 persons, ending with a discussion for all participants.

(a) Day One (afternoon): Briefings

1. Historical overview.

2. Video presentations showing the full present nature of the Museum, which
comprises the territory of the former concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau.
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Stefan Wilkanowicz, on (i) the scale and complexity of the empirical

problcrns of the Museum and (ii) the intellectual and educational issues they pose within the
context of a new Polish understanding of the nature and significance of Auschwitz.

4.

Norman Solomon and Jonathan Webber, on the Jewish aspects of these

problems, and introducing 1hc following suggestons for workshop discussions:

a.

Suggcstm g guidelines for the proposed Jewish guide-book
to Auschwitz and identifying suitable people to collaborate in the,
preparation of it.

Identfying the intellectual, educational and religious activities that would

" need to be accommodated in any future Jewish centre of some kind in or

near Auschwitz.

Considering how the existing Jewish exhibition in Block 27 at Auschwitz
should be revamped.

Proposing intellectual and religious criteria for any future Jewish
monuments in Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Suggesting programmes for proper study visits to Auschwitz for Jewish
youth and Jewish leaders (and also Jewish journalists, artists and
intellectuals) in order to ensure that they have reliable and up-to-date
knowledge of the current realities of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum.

Formulating concrete proposals for the future of the building currenty
occupied by the Carmelite convent once the nuns have moved to their new

site.

Developing Jewish educational material to meet the needs of any future
youth encounters in which Jewish youth organisations may be invited to
participate in Auschwitz together with young Poles and Germans.

h. Developing appropriate liturgies and acts of commemoration for both

Jewish and interfaith occasions in Auschwitz-Birkenau.

i. Considering proposals for the future of other major concentration-camp sites

(b) Day One (ev

of Jewish importance in Poland, viz. Treblinka, Belzec, Ma_]danek
Chelmno and Sobibér.

ng): Initial Plenary Discussion

(c) Day Two {al'l day): Workshop'Discussions

(d) Day Two (cvcn'ingt: Reports of Workshop Dis&us-giogg

(e) Day Three (morning): Final Plenarv Discussion



ANNEXE

NOTES ON THE CONVENORS

ANTONY LERMAN: Director of Research at the Institute of Jewish Affairs, London.
Editor of The Jewish Communities of the World (1989, 4th edition) and editor of Patterns of
Prejudice, a quarterly journal on antisemitism and racism. Currently working on a study of
representations of the Holocaust in contemporary Western culture.

ANTONY POLONSKY: Professor in the Department of Imemauanal History -at the -
London School of Economics and chairman of the Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies, Oxford.
Author of a number of books on the politics and history of contemporary Poland, editor of -
Polin: A Journal of Polish-Jewish Studies, and editor (with Chimen Abramsky and Maciej
Jachimczyk) of The Jews of Poland (1986).

NORMAN SOLOMON: ~ Director of the Centre for the Study of Judaism and
Jewish/Christian Relatons, Birmingham, and editor of Christian Jewish Relations for the
Institute of Jewish Affairs, London. Member of the steering committee of the Oxford
‘Conference on Holocaust and Genocide, 1988. Participant in conferences thh Pohsh

thcologlans in Cracow and Warsaw.

JONATHAN WEBBER: Research Associate, Institute of Social Anthropology, Oxford
University, and senior editor of its journal. Fellow in Jewish Social Studies, Oxford Centre
for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies. Senior Research Fellow of the Jewish Research Centre,
University of Cracow, in which capacity he has conducted extensive fieldwork in Auschwitz
and Polish Galicia. Participated in the December 1989 meeting of the Polish Commission for
the Future of Auschwitz.
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Tentative Program As_per March 23, 1990

INTERNATIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

[T -{ -[-T———- .- J=1-] OB oy

XIII MEETING

= SRR ES  E e S T

(GENERAL TOPIC: "HWISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF ANTI-SEMITISM")
PRAGUE, September 3-5, 1950

Saturday, Sept, 1/

Sunday, Sept. 2 ' ARRTIVAL

Monday, Sept. 33 {Marning)
VISIT TO THERESIENSTADT (7)
(Afternoon) '

PRELIMINARY WORDS

Fr. Lawrence FRIZZELL.,
= "Attitudes of the Church te the Synggogue in the
Patristic Period" '

- e e - - ...(Jawish Paper)
(private meeting})  DISCUSSION
Dinmer

Fr. Pisr Francesco FUMAGALLI
-~ "Christian Attitude toward Jews in ths Middle Ags"

Tuesday, Sept. 4: Fr. Jean DUJARDIN
. = "Racines da 1'Antisdmitisme moderns”

oso(Jewish Paper)
DISCUBSION
( APternoon)

' Frs John MORLEY
= "Historical Reflections on the Ehozh"

«oo(Jewish Paper)
DISCUSBION

- (Evening)
s0cIAL (7)
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Wednesday, Sept, 51 Wiy
= "Jewish Reflections on the Shoah"

Fr. Henry CAZELLES
- "Spiritual Reflections on the Shoah"

DISCUSSION

!gfggrnnnn}
COMPLEMENTARY REPORTS from various Countriss

(evening) -
 DISCUBSION/ Mesting of the DRAFTING COMMITTEE

L

Thureday,Sept, St  REPORTS on the implementation of the 5 POINTS
of the common program established in Rome on

AR _
NAL WITNESSES from various Countries
Exchange of INFORMATIONS

(Afternoon)
Prngraﬁ for continuing study
Adoption of & possible PRESS-RELEASE (o wumuntgme

Friday, Sept. 7! DEPARTURES

- el e E N w AR O OO B R oD G S E aw

Rome, March 23, 1950

Berit to Prof. Leon Feldmen for confidentizl information, Mey 11,1950,

with kind regerds, W@M
c



ochNT OY.CONSEIL PONT., UNITE® 311- 5-80 3111:20AM 003966885365+ 212 686 8673:% 1
&

Attention : Prof. FELDMAN

Fax’: 686 8673 Pages : 3
Tentative Program ' As per March 24, 1950

COMMEMORATION

OF THE . XXV ANNIVERGSESARY OF "NOSTRA AETATE"

(Rome, November 14=15, 1990)
at: Pontifical Lateren University (?)

Wednesday, November 14 Private Session on the theme:

R .

"Post-Conciliar Efforts to improve Christian-
Jewish Relationsi Realizetions, Difficulties

and Prospectives"

REPORTS FROM:

= The Commission together with the Congregation for Education
- Conter For Jewish Teaching and Civilisation

- Episcopal Gunfarancés (USA, Europe, Latin America)

— Some Jewish Universities/Union of Catholic Universities

DISCUESION

(Afternoon)
Continuing Discussion (Private)
17;00 PUBLIC LEGTURES:

1« " Teaching of the II Vetican ' Council on Christien
Jewish Relations" ' '

2, ",.." (Jewish Lecturer)

Tﬁursdaxl November 15
| PRIVATE PAPAL AUDTENCE could be Poresesn

To Catholic and Jewish Leaders



Seymour Reich
Chairman
American Secretariat
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016
(212} 686-8670

European Secretariat
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Swiuzertand
(022) 34-13-25

Constituent Agencies

B'nai B'rith Intemnatigna!
1640 Rhode Island Ave., N.W.
Washingtan, DC 20035

{202) 857-6600

The Israel interfaith Association
P0O.B. 7739

Jerusalem 91,077, Israel

{02) 63-52-12

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

(212) 686-8670

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022
212) 755-5770

**

Leon A. Feldman
Consultant

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

April 2, 1990

TO: Members of IJCIC

(who did not attend today's meeting)

From: Leon A. Feldman

Please be advised that the final approval of the

IJCIC Vatican Liaison Committee meeting, scheduled

to take place in Prague early in September (Cn the
Historical and Religions Dimensions on Anti-Semitism)
and the commemoration/assessment of 25 Years of Nostra
Aetate, scheduled for November in Rome, will be made
after we see the outcome of the Pope's meeting with
Arafat this week,

Attached is an IJCIC's letter by Seymour Reich, chairman,
addressed to Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy (cc to Cardinal
Casasroli) responding to the news of the Pope/Arafat meet?
ing.

It was agreed at this morning's meeting to comment at
this time only on the fact of the meeting.

P.S. We are sending you copy of article 'Wqﬁannot Hide You from

Jesus" by Emanuel D, Thorne, from COMMONWEAL, March 9, 1990.
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American Secretariat
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016
g 685-8670

European Secretariat
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
022} 34-13-25

Constituent Agencies

B'nai B'rith International
1640 Rhode Island Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

(202) 851-6600

The Israel Interfaith Association
P0OB.7733

Jerusalem 91.077, Isragd

|02) 63-52-12

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

1212) 686-8670

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
(212) 755-5770

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

April 2, 1990

His Excellency

Archbishop Edward Cassidy

President

Commission on Religious Relations
with the Jews

I-00120 Vatican City

Dear Archbishop Cassidy,

According to reports reaching us from the media, a
meeting is to be held during the first week of April at
the Vatican City between Pope John Paul II and Yasir
Arafat, the PLO chief.

As you are undoubtedly aware, given our clearly stated
position in the past, such a meeting raises the mnost
profound concerns within the Jewish community worldwide
and constitutes a serious setback to the cause of mutual
understanding and respect which we have both sought to

‘achieve through our common dialogue.

Beyond our substantive objection to this meeting -- which
we view as undermining the moral stature of the Pope --
it raises the most serious procedural questions.

It will be recalled that the crisis provoked by the
meeting between the Pope and Kurt Waldheim in 1987
resulted in a joint communique issued in Rome by IJCIC
and the Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews
following their meeting on August 31, 1987.

The Commission noted that "the Catholic delegation
acknowledged the seriousness of the Church's sensitivity
to those Jewish concerns" regarding the Waldheim meeting.
Accordingly, agreement was reached so that future
misunderstandings would be avoided and that neither side
would be taken by surprise in areas of obvious concern.
We refer specifically to the so-called "special
mechanism" provision of the communique:

"In view of recent controversies and to avoid future
misunderstandings, Cardinal Willebrands envisaged
the development of a special mechanism that would



more closely follow trends and concerns within the
world Jewish community and improve contacts and
collaboration where the need arises, including
contacts with the Secretariat of State. The Jewish
delegation in turn committed itself to adapt its own
structures as appropriate."

We must therefore, candidly state that we view this
development as not only substantively harmful to the
cause of dialogue but wholly inconsistent with the agreed
upon procedural mechanism designed to avoid such
tensions.

We look forward to your response and hope you share our
sense of urgency.

Yours verﬁi ncerely,

Seymour Reich
Chairman

cc: His Eminence Cardinal Casaroli
Secretary of State
Vatican City
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FROM JESUS'

"WE CANNOT HIDE YOU

EMANUEL D. THORNE

JEWISH FUGITIVES AMONG POLISH CATHOLICS

y father. Leon Thome, was a Jew from Galicia

in southern Poland. When the Germans invad-

ed his part of the world in June 1941, he and

his family were rounded up by the Gestapo.

My father and his brother were sent initially
to work camps and later to concentration camps: his first wife,
sister, and elderly father were murdered.

By mid-1943, my father had managed to escape from Janover
Camp, a notorious extermination center, and to join four other
Jews who were being hidden by two Polish Catholic families
in a cellar. Just before Christmas 1943, their Polish caretakers,
Stanislaw Nendza and Franz Janiewski. announced that they
had a proposition to present. Naturally, my father and the other
Jews hiding with him were very anxious about what this propo-
sition might be. Their lives could depend on it.

In his memoirs, my father writes:

On Christmas Eve, we had our answer. All four of
them—two married couples—came down into the cellar
in their holiday finery, their faces solemn. We held our
breaths. One of the women was first to speak. Her voice
was hoarse and nervous:

“Listen carefully. my dear friends,” she said. “I don’t
have to tell you that outside there are no more Jews. They
have all been killed and we are the only friends you have-
left in the world. We have been hiding you from the
Germans these last few months and we can go on hiding
you until this war is over. But we cannot hide you from
our Lord Jesus. He knows you are here, and if it is his
will to annihilate the Jews, he will find a way to have you
discovered by the Germans. And if Jesus wishes that you
should die, we will not be able to help you.”

How were we to escape the wrath of Jesus, who our
Polish caretakers thought was using the German Gestapo
as his agents? Simply by converting to Catholicism.

One may believe that the church under Pope Pius X1l actively
saved some Jews in secret (and there is evidence of this): or

-that the church was indifferent to their fate (and there is evidence
B o e e e R e )

EMANUEL D. THORNE is a member of the department of economics
at Brooklyn College and a visiting fellow at the Kennedy Institute
of Ethics at Georgetown University. He is author of the forth-
coming book Of Life and Limb: The Humane Use of the Human
Body (Free Press).

of this. t00); or that the church would have liked to help Jews
but was constrained from doing so for geopolitical reasons. What
is undeniable. however, is that honest, humane. simple Polish
peasants could believe, based on the teachings and actions of
their church. that Jesus might want the Jews to die. and that by
saving Jews they might be acting against the wishes of God.
and therefore sinning.

This year will mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of Vatican
Council IT's historic declaration absolving Jews of the murder
of Christ. and affirming that the rise of Christianity did not nullify
the special covenant Jews had with God. The document, Nostra
aetate (*In Our Time™), proclaimed on October 15, 1965, was
supposed to have put an end to official Catholic anti-Semitism,
in word, tone, and deed.

However. recent events, such as the Auschwitz incident last
summer, permit a glimpse of how much more still needs to be
done. While the threats and admonishments from Poland’s primate.
Cardinal Joseph Glemp, seemed archaic—"Dear Jews. do not
talk to us from a position of a nation raised beyond all others
and do not dictate...” and “Esteemed Jews. ..if there is no anti-

il

‘14\
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- polonism there will be no anti-Semitism”—they also seemed
to find resonance among some Catholics here and abroad. When
New York's Cardinal John O'Connor condemned Cardinal
Glemp's statement on the Jews and acknowledged that many
Catholics are anti-Semitic, he was roundly criticized by some
influential Catholics.

Even more distressing to me was a series of homilies on the
theme of Pentecost offered by Pope John Paul II while the
Auschwitz incident was in the news. In two of these homilies,
the pope chose to advance a theological position that has served
as the traditional Christian rationalization for the perse-
cution of Jews. In an August 2 discourse on the beginnings of
Christianity, the pontiff stated that God had covenanted with
the ancient Israelites to be “his special people...on condition
that they remained faithful to his law. But the history of the Old
Testament,” the pontiff continued. “*shows many instances of
Israel’s infidelity to God. Hence. God sent the prophets as his
messengers to call the people to conversion, to wam them of
their hardness of heart, and to foretell a new covenant still to
come, [a covenant that] was established through Christ’s redemp-
tive sacrifice and through the power of the Holy Spirit."” The
pope returned to the “broken covenant” theme in his homily a
week later.

Since the earliest days of the church, Christian believers have
drawn a whole range of practical conclusions from that ancient

premise. To them, it meant, in the words of Malachi Martin, .

“that the sufferings of the Jews were to be understood as part
of their punishment for the crime of having rejected Christ and
their original destiny; and that Judaism was a useless thing, an
invalid ethic, an invalid way of life, an invalid method of worship,
which had been rendered pointless by the advent of Christ.”
The concurrence of the pope’s homilies with the Auschwitz
affair may have been no more than an unfortunate coincidence.
However, it is important for the church not to appear to be yielding
to forces for retrenchment. The message of Nostra aerate, there-
fore, bears recailing. On the theme of the broken covenant, the

document acknowledges that, despite the rejection of the Gospel
by large members of Jews, “now as before, God holds them
most dear, for the sake of the patriarchs; for irrevocable are his
8ifts and calling—such is the witess of the apostle.” And regard-
ing the crime of deicide. it states, “True, the Jewish authorities
and those who sided with them pressed:for the death of Christ;
still, what happened in his Passion cannot be attributed indis-
criminately to all Jews then alive, nor can it be artributed to the
Jews of today....The church's being the new people of God
notwithstanding, the Jews may not be presented as rejected or
accursed by God...." (Emphasis added.)

The new course set by Nostra aetate for Jewish-Catholic rela-
tions was prompted largely by a recognition of Christian com-
plicity in the murder of Jews during World War [I. Pope John
XXIII, who called Vatican Council IT and set its agenda against
great internal opposition. was reported to have composed, three
months before his death. the following prayer of reparation that
he intended to be read aloud in all Roman Cathoiic churches
on Good Friday:

We are conscious today that many many centuries of
blindness have cloaked our eyes so that we can no longer
either see the beauty of thy chosen people nor recognize
in them the features of our privileged brethren.

We realize that the mark of Cain stands upon our fore-
heads. Across the centuries our brother Abel has lain in
the blood which we drew or shed the tears we caused by
forgenting thy love.

Forgive us for the curse we falsely attached to their
names as Jews. Forgive us for crucifying thee a second
time in their flesh. For we knew not what we did.

I, a Jew, exist at all because of the courage and humanity of
Catholics. Not only my father but also my mother was saved
by a Catholic. After her mother, two younger sisters. and a brother
were taken by the Germans and killed, she managed to escape
and find refuge with a Lithuanian priest. Father Paukshtis. She
reports, as others have, that, in her desperate search for refuge.
she perceived all persons and institutions clearly identified as
Catholic—ypriests, nuns, churches, and monasteries—as potential
sources of sanctuary.

But surely this does not surprise. Jews hold Christians to high
moral standards precisely because they accept Chnst's moral
teachings. Thus fifty years after the war, it remains incompre-
hensible that the Holocaust was committed. not by pagan
Mongols, but by Christians in Christian societies.

Jews as well as Catholics must hold onto the vision expressed
in the prayer of John XXIIIL Jews must remember that when
Catholics, such as those who saved my parents, acted heroscally
and humnanely, it was because, whatever else they had been taught
about Jews, they also had absorbed Christ’s teaching. “love thy
neighbor.” A renascent Jewry with its own state of lsrsel must
not rumn inward with bitterness and give up on dialogue with
Catholics. At the same time, while a Jew may not tell a Catholic
what to believe, it is proper to remind Catholics of thew history
and of the consequences of their beliefs, in the hope that they
will be vigilant against the revisionist tendencies that have revently
found official expression in some church circles.

142: Commonweal
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Ceneva, 4th April 1990

Dr. Desider Galsky

President

Council of the Jewish Communities
in Czechoslovakia '
Maiselova 18 - Stare Mesto

11010 Prague 1

Czechoslovakia

Dear Dr. Galsky,

1. I am referring to our telephone conversation of yesterday and would
like to confirm that the International Liaison Committee between _the Catholic

Church and the Jewish people will hold its next meeting in(giiggéz)from
September 3 to 6, 1990. : - _

2. “The Liaison Committee is the official body in which representatives of
the Catholic Church and of the Jewish community meet from time to time and
discuss common problems. The Liaison Committee was established in 1970 and
has held 12 meetings. During”the 1ast few years, because of some political
problems‘TEﬁE_ﬁETdheim affair, Carmelite convent in Auschwitz) the Committee
did not meet. The meeting in Prague will thus resume the regular meetings.

I am sending you with the same mail a book: "Fifteen Years of Catholic-

~Jewish Dialogue 1970-1985" which will give you all necessary information

about the Liaison Committee.

3 The partnefs in the Liaison Committee are on the one side the Holy

See's Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews, and on the other side
the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC)
which is composed of the World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue Council of
America, B'nai B'rith International and the Jewish Council for Interreligious
Consultations in Israel. At each meeting about 40 to 50 persons participate,
half of them Jewish and acting as delegates for IJCIC, and half of them
Catholic and appointed by the Holy See's Commission. The Catholic partici=-
pants will include Cardinal Willebrands, Archbishop Cassidy, Bishop Duprey
and Father Pier Francesco Fumagalli who is the secretary of the Vatican's
Commission in Rome, with whom all technical problems are being arranged.

I give you therefore his address:



Father Pier Franceso Fumagalli

Secretary

Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews
00120 Vatican City

Telephone: 39-6-698-4386
fax: 39-6-698-5365

I should add that the meetings are closed and not open to the press.
At the end of the meeting a press communique is usually released.

4, The responsibility for the organization of the meetings alternates
between the two partners. It is this time our turn to make the technical
arrangements. This is why we would like to hold the meeting in

the Jewish Rathaus which is a very dignified place and which has very fine
representative rooms. We need in fact one large room where we can seat at

a large table 40-50 people. We might need one other small room for technical
work with a typewriter and a photocopy machine.

5. We also need 40-50 rooms (mostly single) for the participants. It was
my understanding that you could make arrangements at the University centre,
but in our telephone conversation you told me that this was not possible in
September. I hope you-can find other accommodation somewhere else. It
should be decent, but must not be luxurious. We would, of course, like to.
be all together, but if this is not possible, the Catholic authorities may
find some place for their participants and the Jews would be ready to go to
a hotel. We need accommodation from September 3 through 6 inclusive. Some
people may already arrive on September 2nd. We fixed the opening session
for September 3rd in the early afternoon because the Americans who observe
the Shabbat will not be able to reach Prague before that.

6. We have also to provide kosher food. I hope it will be possible
to arrange for meals for the whole group in the restaurant of the community,
both at noon and in the evening.

7. There will be a morning and afternocos sessions, and sometimes also an
evening session. The discussions will be in English.

8. As I said, the respective participants will be invited by each of the
two sides. L hereby extend a cordial invitation to you to participate as
a representative of the Czechoslovakian Jewish Community in these proceedings.

9% The major subject of the meeting will be "Historical and Religious
Dimensions of Antisemitism'". The programme has been worked out at a recent
meeting in Geneva and I shall shortly send you a copy of it. A number of
well-known scholars will introduce the various topics. As part of the
discussions will deal with the Shoah, there will be one afternoon a series
of short reports on national experiences of the Shoah by Catholic and Jewish
experts or witnesses. We intend to invite Dr. Miroslav Kirny as a Czech
Jewish expert and we would be interested if you could bring some Jewish

' representative of Slovakia either as an expert oras a witness of the Shoah
period in your country. Each of the experts or witnesses will have about
15 minutes to report.



10. We believe that one evening there should be a social reception jointly
organized by the Jewish and Catholic authorities of Czechoslovakia. This’
will have to be discussed by you with your Catholic partners.

11. We also would like to pay a short visit to President Havel. Since I
understand he is very interested in these matters, I suppose this will be
easy to arrange.

12. There is also interest to organize a tour to Theresienstadt. I under-
stand this will take at least 4 hours and we will have to see how this can
be fit into the programme.

13. I understand that Archbishop Cassidy, the President of the Holy See's
Commission, has written a letter to Cardinal Tomasek, has informed him
about the meeting and has invited him to open the meeting in Prague. I
understand that in this letter he has also suggested that the Cardinal or
his assistant should be in touch with you in all matters which concern the
organization of the meeting.

I hope I have dealt with the major problems. If you have any further
questions please do not hesitate to phone me. I thank you for all the help
you will give us in this matter. It goes without saying that we will
reimburse you for all the expenses incurred in connection with you
cooperation.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Gerhart M. Riegner

cc.: Prof. Leon A. Feldman /
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AGOGUE COUNCILOF AVERICA

memoranaum:

lo.
from:
subject:

date:

SCA Constituent Agencies, Board of Governors and Congregational
Leaders
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman

MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
"Prayer From Jerusalem"
ACTION - ADVISORY

April 9, 1990

The enclosed "PRAYER FROM JERUSALEM" was composed by the
Christian communities of Jerusalem (representing Greek Orthodox,

"Latin Catholic, Armenian Orthodox, Episcopal, Lutheran, Greek

Catholic, Coptic Orthodox and Syrian Orthodox) -- adopted by the

- Middle East Council of churches -- and distribuped in this

country by the National Council of Churches..

The MECC comprises more than 20 Middle Eastern Churches and
has been anti-Israel since its inception.

A number of Christian church bodies (Dutch, Swedish, German
and some American) have repudiated this prayer and its use
because of its thinly veiled anti-Semitic and anti-Israel bias,
its "Theological Imperialism", the very fact that a "prayer" is
being used as a vehicle for political action and its timing --
during Holy week -- historically a time of increased Christian
antagonism toward Jews. The fact that the National Council of
Churches decided to distribute the prayer, giving its imprimatur
-- raises another set of guestions.

These were some of the concerns raised by Rabbi Mordecai
Waxman, SCA International Affairs Chairman and myself with the
President and the Associate General Secretary of the NCC and at
a meeting with the Christian-Jewish Relations Committee of the
NCC last Thursday where we were joined by Rabbi Gary Bretton-
Granatoor, Director, Interreligious Affairs, UAHC.

We direct your attention especially to some of the language
in the prayer: ]

". ... Your people divided .... people in agony and
suffering .... deprived of their rights .... free them from
oppression .... and to independence in their own land ....

those who live in fear .... free them from the illusion
(i.e. Israeli fears for security) .... then will Jerusalem
become .... (i.e. a Christian city?) ...."
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We do not know the extent to which the prayer and statement
was distributed by individual U.S. church bodies to their local
churches. You may wish to be in touch with ministers and
ecumenical officers 1in your community regarding Jewish
sensitivities--especially since the MECC is preparing yet another
prayer for use on Pentecost.

- While we have no wish to intrude into Christian religious
observances, or to criticize Christian prayer set in its own
theological framework -- a true prayer for true peace would have
been written quite differently.

For further information, please feel free to contact us at the
SCA. HAG KASHER V'SAMEACH to you and your dear ones.

Thank you for your concern and cooperation.
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PRAYER FROM JERUSALEM
On the day you entered Jerusalem, O Lord, fulfilling what had been written in the

Scriptures, we go forth from our homes and from ourselves, bearing our palm branches
and beseeching vou to answer our pravers.

We join the great crowd that came out to meet you crying “Hosanna'! Blessed is the
One who comes in the name of the Lord!” Open our eyes and enlighten our minds
so that we will see you as you are in the Gospel — in the midst of the community
of the faithful and among all those who thirst for vou, wherever they may be.

We come to Jerusalem with vou, and we see there your people divided, vet longing
to be united in you, as branches of the one vine. Grant us the courage to go beyond -
ourselves, to transcend the burden of history so that we mayv recover our unity in you
and through you. ‘

We come to Jerusalem with you, and we see that there is no peace, and that people
remain in agony and suffering. Strengthen those who thirst for mercy and justice, but
have been deprived of the rights to live in dignity. For such are those you have loved,
reminding us that they are our neighbours. Free them from oppression: restore to them
the right to life and to independence in their own land, just as other nations enjoy
this right.

We come to Jerusalem with you, and we see that there are those who live in fear.
'Grant them inner peace. Free them from the illusion that depriving others of their
rights, or even eliminating them, will provide security or reaffirm self-identity. Send
your Spirit, who spoke through the prophets, to lead all of us to reach out to the
other in a recognition of the common dignity possessed by all human beings. In the
sharing of our deepest aspirations is found the way of liberation from fear, doubts and
anxiety and the way toward security, fullness and creativity.

When we meet in you as one body, and you send us forth, carrying the Good News,
and when we bring to realization your justice on earth, then will Jerusalem become
. the community of all believers, the wellspring of Peace in the Holy Land and in the
whole world.

We come to Jerusalem, O Holy One, with you seated on the throne of our hearts,
our minds, our lives. We walk the road to Golgotha with you and partake of your
passion. Seeing you nailed to the Cross, we bow down before your suffering. Show
us the glory of your Resurrection.

Palm Sunday 1990




Sanideivnes - ERIERIEZERE

Gsneral Secrotariat

February 2, 1990

®CHRISTIANS FOR PEACE IN THE HOLY LAND®

Dear Friaends:

As the Palestinian people enter their third year of struggle
against the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza,
fnjustice and suffering continue unabated. 1Indeed, it has

intensified over the past year,

In Januvary of 1988, the heads of the churches in Jerusalem {ssued
an unprecendented joint statement, callfng upon churches
throughout the world to join them in a search for "a real peace
based on justice™ for all the people of the region. In April of
1989 they refterated thefr appeal, adding a request to the
international community and the United Nations "to give urgent
attention to the piight of the Palestinfan people, and to work
for a speedy and just resolutfion of the Palestinian problem.¥®

The Middle East Council of Churches has given 1ts unequivocal
support to these pleas from the churches in Jerusalem,

Many churches throughout the world have responded with statements
and actions demonstrating their support of the churches in
Jerusalem and the Middle East. The urgency of the current

- sftuation, however, both its dangers and 1ts kafros of
opportun1ty. leads me to invite the international Christian
community to further manifestations of solidarfty with the
churches in the Holy Land. The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
requires that we seek constantly to incarnate His love for all
people, not least-in the land -whare He was born, where He
suffered and dfed on the Cross, and yet gave us new hope through
the power of His resurrection.

In November of 1989 the MECC convened an 1nternational meeting in
Geneva, Switzerland, which had as 1ts result the fnftiation of
"Christians for Peace in the Hely Land®, That gathering proposed
that between Palm Sunday and Pentecost, dates that are this year
shared by both the "Eastern” and "Western™ churches, churches
throughout the world should join the churches of Jerusalem in
prayers for peace in the Holy Land., We have enclosed the text of
a2 prayer that we invite you to have read in your churches on Palm

Sunday.




‘the churches 1in Jerusalem 1{nvoking the

The Palm Sunday prayer, then, will f{inttfate a period of
action and reflection which could {include prayers and fasting,
public events, representations to governments or any other
activities that would be appropriate both for the urgency of the
sitvation and for your own particular context. We also expect
that there will be events in Jerusalem ftself which
representatives of the 1nternational churches may wish to join or
support. We will keep you informed of the planning of events
both 1In Jerusalem and 1{n particular countries or regions

throughout the world.

This period of reflection and acticn will culminata with
Pentecost, on which occasion a second prayer will be {issued by
Holy Spirit, whose

unifying power should enable people. in the Holy Land to break
down the walls of separation :-and make God's peace prevail {n the
City of Pesace, Jerusalem. We hope that the solidarity {in prayer

ve are inviting you to join will emphasize both the tragedy of

the .situation =-- the dental of the rights and dignity of the
Palestinian people ~- and the faith that with God's grace the
most grievous wrongs can be righted, the most painful divisions
healed. Although authorities seem to be paralyzed 1n stalemate
and timidity, we share the hope that prayers for peace will be
answered, that Jerusalem will become a community of all belfevers
and the wellspring of- peace in the Holy Land and the whole world.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

"Gabrfel Habib

General Secretary



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
memoranaum

to:

from:

date:

subject:

flembers of the SCA Interre;igious Affairs Committee

National Council of Churches! Circulation of wprayer From
Jerusalem"
Meeting of Christian-Jewish Relations Committee of the NCC

April 20, 1990

You have alreédy received a brief summary of some of the points
Rabbi Waxman and I stressed at this meeting and before that, to
the President and Associate General Secretary of the NCC.

I enclose now the fuller record of the meeting, prepared by Jay
Rock.

It is 1mportant to note how vigorously the Christian members
spoke out in criticism of the prayer and its circulation by the
NCC. It does not reflect my own strong advisement to the NCC
Committee -- where I objected to the suggestion that this
committee of Christians and Jews prepare another prayer to
counter, "polemically", the prayer from Jerusalem. I underscored
the point that issue at stake cannot be addressed by using prayer
as a political vehicle -- that hurling prayers back and forth
would demean good intentions and would distract from the real
problems which the NCC must confront -- why did this American
church body do this? Why didn't the NCC discuss this with us in
advance, in consideration of along standing relationship w1th the
SCA and its other Jewish dialogical partners?

You will note that these concerns were initially pressed by Rabbi
Waxman.

On the other hand, Jay Rock's summary shows hew seriously the
Christians on the NCC Committee took this matter. It was
somewhat encouraging for us to hear them criticize the NCC and
articulate explicitly what are also Jewish criticisms.

Please see page 2, item 4 through page 5
and page 6, bottom through page 7
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Rabbi Waxman is speaking to the NCC President about the need for
a meeting with the SCA immediately -~ above and beyond our
working with the NCC Committee. Our decisions regarding the
SCA/NCC relationship must be fashioned after we have had ample
opportunities to discuss this matter with them.

Jay Rock's record of the meeting has not yet been approved by
myself and others for official distribution. Therefore I ask you
to consider it confidential and not: for circulation to others.
I will appreciate your cooperation.



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE
CHURCHES OF CHRISTINTHEU.S.A.

Leonid Kishkovsky, President James A. Hamilton, General Secretary
OFFICE ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS _
Rev. Matthew R. Guiffrida, Chair ' Jay T. Rock, Director
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115-0050, Room 870 (212) 870-2560

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Office on Christian-Jewish Relations
National Council of the Churches of Christ

DATE: April 12, 1990
TO: _ Christian-Jewish Relations Committee members
FROM: Jay T. Rock—
L_____’_.—""'d'” /
RE: : Minutes of our . aéZ meeting

Ahkkkkkkkhkhkhkhkhhkdhkhkhkhhkhkhhhrhkkhdhdhhhhkdkhdhhhhkkhkkkhkkrkhkkhdhdhkhtrhkhkkhkhkkk

We will officially act to approve the attached minutes at our
next meeting in November, as is our custom. Many thanks to Bruce
W. Robbins for so quickly producing them.

However, as those of you who were at the last meeting will be
aware, we felt that our discussion of the "Prayer from Jerusalem"
and the issues it raises could be most helpful if communicated to
the Middle East Council of Churches, and to other groups in our
constituencies involved in considering the issues of Middle East
Peace and interreligious relations. This calls for sharing our
conversation more immediately.

Please take a look at the minutes of this conversation. If your
comments are not presented accurately, please take a minute to
write a paragraph (and no more)that can be sent along with the
minutes, and send it to me by April 30th.

Our respectful exploration of the issues around this prayer- was
heartening to me. I look forward to keeping our commitment to
share the content of our conversation, and also to having the
fuller consultation on the Middle East and interreligious
concerns we discussed.



Christian Jewish Relations Standing Committee
April 5, 1990

Leon Klenicki, Anti-Defamation League

Judith Banki, American Jewish Committee

Clark Lobenstine, Nat. Assoc. of Ecumenical and Interreligious Staff
Henry Michaelman, Synagogue Council of America

Okma Postma, Reformed Church of America

Elliot Wright, National Conference of Christians and Jews

John Pawlikowski, Nation Conference of Catholic Bishops

Chris Agnew, Episcopal Church, USA

Gary Brettan-Granatoor, Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Bruce W. Robbins, United Methodist Church

Mordechai Waxman, Synagogue Council of America

Elizabeth Zarelli Turner, Member-at-Large

Matthew Giuffrida, American Baptist Churches

Margaret Orr Thomas, Presbyterian Church. (USA)

Regrets:

George Sheridan, Member-at-Large

‘Robert Dockhorn, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

Dale Bishop, United Church of Christ and Christian Church/Dlsciples
Daniel Martensen, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

.John Koenig, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

Staff; | .
Jay T. Rock, Office on Christian-Jewish Relations
Charles Kimball, Middle East Office

Guests:
Bill Harter, National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel
Judith Hershlag Muffs, Anti-Defamation League

Director's Report

1. Report on the changes in the National Council of the Churches of Christ. Mr.
Rock described the new structure and the names of the new units. Interfaith
Relations will be one of three working Groups in the Unit on Unity and
Relationships: Ecumenical Networks, Dialogue on Faith and Order, and Interfaith
Relations. Within Interfaith Relations there will be specific work on Christian-~
Jewish Relations and Christian-Muslim Relations. . There will be a variety of
relationships between the committees, working groups and the denominations.

There is no intention to dissolve the integrity of the specific work in
Christian~Jewish and Christian-Muslim relations.

Ms. Thomas commented about the ongoing work of the Unit Transition
Committee. She read the section from the staff portfolio for Interfaith
Relations.

Mr. Rock was asked to comment on the financial implications for Christian-
Jewish relations. He noted that funding this work will most likely continue to
come as designated "cognate" funding, so that Christian-Jewish work will probably
not be dependent on fluctuations in the Ecumenical Commitment Fund. Mr. Robbins
noted that the Interfaith Relations will maintain certain budget lines on Jewish
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- and Muslim relations so that designated funding for those purposes could
continue. Ms. Thomas described the use of seconded funding for Interfaith
Relations.

Mr. Lobenstine pointed to the possibility that the two seconded persons
would be asked to work in Interfaith Relations outside of particular, Jewish and
Muslim relations. o

2. Mr. Rock presented the budget. He was asked whether there would be a new
budget for Christian-Jewish relations in the new structure. He mentioned that
there would be an identifiable place for Christian-Jewish monies but that it
would be within another budgetary structure. Mr. Rock indicated that the new
structure would cost more money because there would be another layer of
committees. He was encouraged to seek honoraria and ask that travel for public
speaking be covered.

3. Mr. Rock outlined the comments in the written Director's Report (attached).
He spoke of the curriculum project in Seattle. He also pointed out the new time
of the next meeting of the Standing Committee on Christian- Jewish Relations
which will be from 12:30 to 5:30 on Sunday, Nov. 4 immediately preceding the 12th
National Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations in Chicago.

4. - The issue of the Palm Sunday Prayer of the Middle East Council of Churches
(MECC) was brought to the floor. Mr. Rock discussed how the prayer was
distributed to the heads of communions and to the local and regional ecumenical
network. This was done without making a judgment about whether the NCCC agreed
with the prayer. The accompanying letter from the NCCC Middle East and CORLE
Offices tried to put the prayer in some context (see top of p. 2). Mr. Rock
indicated that the prayer was susceptible to a variety of readings, depending on
the eyes with which one reads the prayer. The letter asked that the cry of pain
from Middle Eastern Christians be heard. The NCCC tried to include not only the
prayer but other suggestions about how people could try to work towards peace in
the Middle East. Various brochures and other items were included from both
Jewish and Christian communities. Mr. Rock indicated that Gabriel Habib, MECC
General Secretary, would be interested in responses from Jews and others
throughout the world. PFinally, Mr. Rock added that we might have been guided to
consult with our Jewish dialogue partners.

Ms. Banki wished to shift the discussion from the procedural to the
substantive, She saw it as an extremely unbalanced, political statement which
abused liturgical language. It also seemed "sanctimonious."™ She asked what was
intended by the statement "then will Jerusalem become a community of all
believers."” As for process, she questioned whether any MECC prayer should be
passed on uncritically to the American community by the NCCC regardless of

relationship with Jews. :
Mr. Klenicki was concerned with the timing of the praver. It is recommended

to be used during Holy Week. Jews have suffered from the teaching of contempt
during this week for many years. The churches have attempted to address teaching
during Holy Week. This prayer once again, despite 40 or 50 years of attempts of
change, denies Jews a place of history in a land promised by God. Perhaps the
NCCC could have sat down and prepared a joint prayer instead of a prayer such as
this. Otherwise we are repeating the Middle Ages.

Mr. Bretton-Granatoor spoke of our attempts to have open channels of

2



communication. To have the channels and not have used them is sadder than if

- they were not there at all. Even with existing channels Jews did not know about
this and were caught. Our hand was called. It dictated a type of shock
reaction. The reactions would have been far more helpful had consultation
occurred. The prayer is an unfortunate use of liturgy and it denigrates liturgy
in the end.

-Mr. Waxman said the question is "why did the NCCC distribute the prayer”“
It is fundamental to Jewish concern. The prayer crecates negative impacts no
matter how it is explained. Prayers are supposed to include presumed truths.
Regardless of the top of page two in the NCCC letter, the distribution gives an
imprimatur. Look at the impact upon the Jewish community. The average Jew does
not quite believe the improvement in Christian-Jewish relations. Are we totally
unconcerned about the attitudes toward Jews that are developed? Injury is done
as well to the cause of peace.

Mr. Pawlikowski stated that the theological issueftrouble him. But a good
Muslim would be troubled by parts of the document also. It moves in the
direction of suggesting restoration of the crusader flag as the ultimate source
of peace and harmony. Christians are a minority in that area. There is an
implied theology that is very troubling.

Regarding the Interreligious Committee for Peace in the Middle East, he
indicated hiawgtrong support. But he does feel that, if the goal is to promote
Middle Eas;f Christians are best to be seen as minor actors. Peace will only
come if Jews and Muslims can come together and make peace. This kind of
statement does not enhance the goal of bring1ng more Jews to be open to the peace
process. It will stiffen the resistance.

Thirdly, Mr. Pawlikowski felt that to single out Holy Week for this type of
critique is very tenuous, especially for churches that have given little
indication to change attitudes toward Judaism. There are fifty—one other weeks
of the year.

Ms. Muffs expressed concern for the action of the NCCC and the conclusions
Mr. Rock drew. She believed the NCCC would indicate somc degree of approval by
sending out the prayer. Either we are here on such a committee for consultation
or for no purpose.

Mr. Wright commented on.the discussions which are happening at a regional
and local level. It is unknown how extensively the prayer has been distributed
to the local churches. The ICCJ has been very helpful in distributing
information.

Mr. Harter spoke as a parish pastor as well as one who works on the national
level on these issues. First, he believed that the prayer has very dangerous
components: classical anti-semitic motifs. For example, "We come to Jerusalem
with vou, and we see there your people. divided... branches of the one vine" (to
which the Jews do not really belong); "to transcend the burden of history"” (flags
that Jews have always been recalcitrant); "Free them from the illusion..." (sub-
text that Jews are blind); allusions to persecution of Jesus at the end.

Second, the prayer uses a limited theological perspective that we try to
move beyond. Difficult for me to understand how when other European churches are
turning this prayer down, we could go ahead and use it. We are out of sync with
those churches with which we hope to be attuned.

Mr. Agnew and Mr. Robbins said that this was the first time that they had
seen this prayer.

Ms. Zarelli-Turner asked whether the Pentecost prayer had been written. Is
there a chance of dialogue with the drafters of that prayer?
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Mr. Kimball indicated that there is still much to learn. This can be an

. occasion to learn and talk with those who wrote this prayer and whose heartfelt
concerns are located in the prayer. Rather than just view MECC as an "anti-
Israel organization” (as the AJC press release indicated), there could be
dialogue with that organization. He had been impressed by the condescension
within this discussion- calling it “"denigrating liturgy," etc.- he expressed hope
that people would be bold enough to say that to those who wrote the prayer.
Clearly this is hitting a nerve. We can facilitate this dialogue to take place.

Re context. He shares concerns that have been raised and takes seriously
the deep sensitivities. His understanding is that Middle Eastern Christians have
selected the prayer for Palm Sunday because traditionally persons read texts of
Jesus entering Jerusalem and praying for peace. Perhaps they were naive in
choosing this day for the prayer. He does not believe a more devious message was
intended although the fact that it has hit a nerve indicates that there may be
deeper realities of which the Middle Eastern Christians were not aware.

As important as all in this group feel Jewish-Christian relations are, the
NCCC has a very important connection to other councils and does not dismiss their
concerns. The NCCC tried to meet its ecumenical responsibilities in that regard.

The WCC did endorse this prayer at it March, 1989, Central Committee meeting.

The issue is that church persons in the Middle East wrote this prayer and -
asked others to pray this in solidarity with them. Mr. Kimball does not believe
it appropriate to tell them that this is not good enough.

Re European churches: the picture there may not be as clear-cut as was
indicated in the Jerusalem Post.

There are places where there is reaching out in the prayer, especially in
-paragraph five. This has not ever been mentioned. This would have been very
difficult for Middle East Christians to say five years ago.

Mr. Kimball indicated that he is not speaking to personal feeling, but is
trying to be a voice for those who wrote it. In paragraph four, he hears them
expressing in the phrase "restore to them the right to life and to independence
in their own land, just as other nations enjoy this right" their seeing freedom
in so many parts of the world. They too want the fullness that other people have
increasingly found.

Re AJC press release: Mr. Kimball found it very problematic. It uses
declarative sentences to make interpretations sound as if they are statements of
fact. For example, it makes a link between the NCCC and an "anti-Israel] bias."

He also challenged how the AJC gquoted (wrongly) the "very right to life.”
Regarding consultation, Mr. Kimball noted that James Rudin had come to his office
saying "we need more information" in a very casual way and then this press
release emerges the next working day. Consultation needs to be a two-way.street.

Mr. Kimball was asked what we can do next. He said the issues involved are
serious and need to be addressed both within the NCCC and with Middle East
Christians. Let a forum be found to engage appropriately on these issues.Conversafion with
Bishop RKaffiti in New York would be a possibility. for example.

HMr. Rock considered two other ways to respond to the issue. First, make
available a summary of -the conversation and second, organize some sort of joint
Christian-Jewish prayer for peace in the Middle East. He also suggested a full-
.fledged consultation on the Middle East situation.

Mr. Kimball believes the theological issues raised here are very
substantial. All the communities have theological challenges and difficulties.
Could this moment be seized to put this agenda forward?

Ms. Turner raised the issue of a difficult balance of consistency in
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statements and concerns. The Iissue comes when a request from one dialogue
challenges or conflicts with another dialogue. It is a question of obligation to
various partners that sometimes conflict.

Mr. Giuffrida asked whether we wish to develop a Jewish-Christian prayer for
peace in the Middle East. Mr. Pawlikowski added that Roman Catholics should be
included. Mr. Lobenstine asked how such a prayer developed here would relate to
the MECC prayer. This would be an issue for consideration.

Mr. Michaelman sees a joint prayer in response to the issues here as far
off-target. There are questions about the efficacy of a joint prayer.

Ms. Banki responded to Mr. Kimball. She regretted the incorrect quotation
mentioned by Mr. Kimball. She believes that one's understanding of the prayer's
intention depends on how the statement is parsed. It can imply that the right to
life is denied to the Palestinians. By whom? That is implied.

The NCCC could very well have said that it was inappropriate to distribute
this prayer. That would not have been condescending. She also agreed .that the
positive sentence referred to by Mr. Kimball is good but that it is sandwiched
between very negative statements.

Mr. Waxman said that our minds have been deflected from the fundamental
question- that it is a prayer with negative implications. Why did the NCCC chose
to distribute this prayer?

[Discussion of this agenda item was continuéd later in the meeting. ]

Anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe by Rabbi Leon Klenicki
(explicit focus upon the Soviet Union)

There are ironies within the democracies of Eastern Europe. The Eastern
European countries are coming to have democracy as a process. So it is not
surprising that there is an open manifestation of anti-semitism because of the
openness in these societies. A study of anti-semitism in the Soviet Union showed
that 18% of the people liked Jews, 18% said they disliked Jews and 65% were
neutral. This sixty-five percent is vulnerable to being influenced by those who
hate Jews. History has shown that neutrality is not sufficient for Jewish
security. There is also a religious factor to this. There have been . changes on
national level, but not at level of the people.

Situation of Russian Orthodox Church and the Uniate church (Ukranian
Catholic Church united with Rome). The separation of the Orthodox church from
the Ukranian church is an issue and there is now increasing cooperation between
those churches. But Jews are being labelled as the creators of the chaos in the
Soviet Union and the language of the anti-Christ has been used.

The problem facing the Vatican is updating the Uniate churches to the Vatican II
reality. Those documents were not even translated and distributed in countries
such as Poland and Czechoslovakia. The church can serve an important role in
explaining anti-semitism and the teaching of contempt. It would be important to
translate the US Roman Catholic Bishop's statement.

We need to have thought and reflection about the religious realities outside
of the U.S. Here we have a clear separation of church and.state. But elsewhere
the text in Luke about two swords in front of you (Luke 22:38) has been used to
describe the intimate relationship of church and state.

Desire for joint work with Soviet Jews. Both the AJC and the ADL have set
up agreements for joint work and analysis about anti-semitism.

Mr. Pawlikowski: In terms of Ukranian situation, one of the encouraging
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things is that the main freedom movement shows very little anti-semitism. It has
even gone on record opposing it. This is a good sign and in contrast to anti-
semitism in Nazi period.

What could be done in NCCC to help the 51tuat10n? Mr. Klenicki suggested
that the WCC could be an appropriate forum for expressing the American concerns.

Mr. Wright offered information on other places in Eastern Europe. ICCJ will
hold a consultation in Czechoslovakia this summer. And in Hungary a council on
Christians and Jews is formally launched. The situation in Roumania is very
unclear. The small Jewish populations in Poland and East Germany mean that the
situation is less developed.

Report of Gary Bretton-Granatoor

Mr. Bretton-Granatoor began by saying that the main agenda for Interfaith
Relations is for persons to work together through action, and through that action
to bring better understanding and cooperation. The UAHC has a program underway
with the Presbyterian Church to develop action/reflection projects to be done on
a clergy and lay level in order to bring the community closer together. Then,
after action, the persons would dialogue about why they are doing this, why
together, and how their actions reflect the understanding in their traditions.

We are also in a new state of development in interfaith relations. We need
to discuss tough questions. We want to arrive at a deeper understanding of what
mission means for the Christian community. We need to also vocalize Jewish
concerns about the concept of mission. :

Area of church/state is another increasingly critical area. The wall that
Jefferson spoke about has become narrow in the eyes of those elected to office.
People can become Humpty-Dumpties who fall over trying to straddle the wall.

Another issue is that of abortion. We need to talk frankly about that.
What are theological arguments undergirding us? .

Two more issues under rubric of "tough questions" are the question of Israel
and the degree of communication back and forth between us. How open are the
lines between us?

Pinally, Mr. Bretton-Granatoor made two proposals for us together: (1)
Helping us as a nation rechannel our resources, we could develop a moral agenda
for public policy and social action. It could be an ongeing but timebound
project. (2) Confronting the tremendous lack of understanding of Judaism among
church leaders: a summer UAHC institute to begin to address this problem is one
way to begin.

Mr. Harter commented on the Churches for Middle East Peace Action Day. It
is focused on special issues without touching upon the situation in the Soviet
Union. Along with concerns re: placing immigrants in West Bank settlements,
etc., he does not hear enough coming out of the Christian community relating this
problem to an understanding of Soviet Union and the situation of the Jews.

?rg, -ﬁru\ Jifutq..ICMI
ummary of Action-Suggestions Before Us:

1. Work with Middle East Office to establish contact between people here and
Middle East Christians.

2. Summarize conversation of this morning. Make the point of view avallahle
to the constituency. Could be material for further conversations.

3. Have a day of consultation that would bring together people from member
communions including NCCB participants, and Jewish community, Middle East
Committee, people from Christian Muslim discussions.

6



4. Develop a joint prayer for use in the churches.

Discussion of the Action-Suggestions:

* The joint prayer is trying to say thlngs in a prayer that belong in a
different forum and on a different agenda. - Mr. Wright suggested that instead of
a joint prayer. the NCCC coulq'deva}op a prayer with appropriate consultation.
Mr. Rock said that a joint 2. ou{?.ggdreSﬁ‘the ?}ems created by the
distribution of the prayer. The NCCC, created nda'rous ﬁ?fbd"sbofs across the
country. But it does not have to be a joint prayer. The whole question of the
second prayer will come before the NCCC. What kind of letter could accompany

that prayer, if sent?

* Regarding a consultation: Mr. Wright thought that Christian theology was
anti-Jewish at many points- liturgical, theological, and ecclesiastical. Some
good Christian scholarship is addressing those issue, e.g. Paul Van Buren. A
consultation could discuss those issues. Mr. Robbins responded that the
challenge to Christian theology is deep and reflects kerygmatic elements of the
faith. Great care must be taken in that type of reconstruction. He indicated
preference for a consultation on the Middle East situation as suggested earlier.

Various other suggestions were made concerning future programming regarding
long term examination of anti-semitism, the distinction between anti-zionism and
anti-semitism, and interfaith work in the United States.

It was concluded- that the Office and Commlttee would pursue the first three
options listed above. - -

Members of the committee ended by sharing some of their ongoing projects

with each other. The meeting adjourned shortly before 3:00.

Respectfully submitted by Bruce W. Robbins
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TO;

FROM:

RE:

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

April 20, 1990

ALL MEMBERS OF THE IJCIC CONSTITUENT AGENCIES

Seymour Reich, chairman, IJCIC
Leon A. Feldman, consultant, SCA Interreligious Affairs

IMPORTANT MEETING, Thursday, May 3, 1990

There will be a very important meeting of the LJCIC
members on THURSDAY, MAY 3, 1990

12,30 p.m, (luncheon will be served)
in the offices of the Synagogue Council of America.

Please make every effort to attend as we need your counsel
regarding several important issues which will be on the agenda.
1. Report and assessment of 'progress' in the removal on the
Carmelite convent at Auschwitz.

2. Discussion of the implications of the recent meeting of
Pope John Paul II with Arafat,

3. Relationship with WCC. Prayer from Jerusalem which has been
distributed by the Middle East Council of Churches.

4, Miscel. items

Please note especially items #1 and #2 ofr our discussions of
the affects on the preparations for the September meeting of
the IJCIC/Vatican Liaison Committee in Prague and the planned
meeting on 25 Years of Nostra Aetate in November in Rome.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION AND\ CONTINUED INTEREST,

?.5, Background and supporting materials will be mailed to you next week.
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CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN RABBIS

24 Apxil 1990
Rabbi Ir Leon Feldran
215 East 80th 3t
New York NY 10021

Sent by Fax to 212-686-86T73

¥y Fax 810080

|
Dear Ratbi I"eldma.nA, JA

We are very plessed that you will be participating in the
17th Conference of Buropean Rabbis due $0 convere in Brussells
Selgium from Surday Hay 135 to Wednesday Mayi16.

I wish to coafirm thet you will make a nresentation to th

. nabbis on the work of the IJCIC and our possible involvenent.

A11 sessions of the Conference will be held in the headguariess
of the European ZScoromic Community and we will be staying at
the PALACE HOTEL , rue Gizmeste 3, Brussels Tel 217 62003

PAX : 218 7659 .

Looking forward to the pleasure of your company in Brussels
end with all good wishes,"

Sincerely

MLz

RallLi Mushe Rose
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NUMBER QFSRAGES (INCLUDING COVER SHEET) : 1
TO : FROM : Jean Halpérin
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e

MESSAGE“-‘i'i“;_A_working meeting with Bi8rn Fjdrstedt, Wesley Ariarajah
- “3and Hans Ucko will take place here on Monday 21 May starting
"#-10 a.m. Lt would be much appreciated if you could attend in
~TEEyour capacity as IJCIC consultant.

Z30n cthe other hand, we do not wish to upgrade this meeting more
~=3than is warranted.

. E:ﬁ?habbat shalom,

Jean Halpérin
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Dear Dr. Fisher:

Mrs. Pearl Hametz
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Telephones: (718) 261-9723
i(718) 261-9761

150-05 70th ROAD, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11367

FABIAN SCHONFELD
Rabbi

April 25, 1990

According to news that reached us the highest ranking
Roman Catholic Prelate in Jerusalem has accused the Jews of
trying to empty the city of Christians referring to the recent
very much publicized crisis in the Christian Quarter in Israel.

Michel Sabbah the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem predicted
I believe that such expressions are
not only provocative but are aimed to create bad blood between
the Christian and Jewish population in Jerusalem.

"very violent reactions"

facts.

With all good wishes,

FS:ph o

Marvin Teicher — Dr. Bemard Zazula

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

I thought that you should be made aware of the above

Rabbi Reuven Bernstein — Avrom Borenstein —
Yosef Poplack — Ludwig Rapp — Arthur Reich —




National Conference of Catholic Bishops

Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs
3211 4th Street N.E. Washington, DC 20017-1194 FAX (202)541-3322 TELEX 7400424
Ecumenical Affalrs (202)541-3020 Catholic-Jewish Relations (202)541-3005  Interreligious Relatlons (202)541-3025

May 2, 1990

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills
150-05 - 70th Road

Flushing, New York 11367

.. Dear Rabbi Schonfeld:

Thank you for your letter of April 25 regarding Archbishop Sabbah's response to the
Jewish settlers attempted take-over of St. John's Hospice near the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in the Christian Quarter on Jerusalem's "Old City." I believe we know each other
well enough at this stage to speak frankly.

In that spirit, I must try to communicate to you how seriously, in my opinion, you are
underestimating and, indeed, miscasting the present situation by focusing on Patriarch
Sabbah's response rather than on the problem, which is the provocation incited by the
takeover. If there has been any intent on anyone's part "to create bad blood between the
Christian and Jewish population in Jerusalem,” to use your phrasing, it is clearly on the part
of the settlers, not on the part of the tiny Christian minority of Israel which wishes only to
live and to pray in the areas around our ancient Christian holy sites, a right we thought had
been guaranteed by Israel until challenged by the settlers' unprovoked assault on the spirit
of the delicate set of understandings known as the "Status Quo."

As of this writing, the government of Israel has responded only through the Foreign
Ministry, which makes the claim that Jews have a right to live anywhere in Israel. No one
would dispute such a claim, of course, but it must be realized that this assertion is entirely
irrelevant to the present situation and the present question which the settlers have posed:
that is, for the first time since 1948, whether the State of Israel will live up to its public
commitments to ensure the traditional rights of Israel's religious minorities, particularly
those of Christians. That and that alone, I would submit, is the issue at hand, as the mayor
of Jerusalem, Teddy Kolleck, has rightly and forthnghtly stated, and as many Jewish
orgamzatmns in this country as well have also stated.

Thanking you again for your letter, and trusting you will accept my own views in the
spirit of fraternal dialogue in which they are intended, I remain,

Yours in Shalom,

r. Eugene J. Fisher

EJF:mh
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May 10, 1990

Dr. Eugene Fisher

Secretariat For Catholic-Jewish Relations
1312 Massachesetts Ave. N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Dr. Fisher:

Thank you for your letter of May 2nd which was in response to
my letter to you of April 25th regarding Archbishop Sabbah's statement
in which he predicted "very violent reactions" to the recent events in
Jerusalem when a number of Seminary students moved into the Hospice
which is owned by the Greek Orthodox Church.

I can only repeat what you said to me, namely, "I beléd€ve we
know each other well enough at this stage to speak frankly". I
certainly intend to do the same.

While I myself have made statements to the press which questioned
the timing involved, I continue to believe that there has been a rather
unusual over-reaction by Christendom to an event which was deplored in
varying degrees by all major Jewish organizations.

It seems to me that that event did not call for the kind of
anger and almost hateful reaction by Christian and Moslem denominations.
The action of a few, which has also been held to be in violation of

-existing law by Israel's Supreme Court, should have called for quiet

diplomacy and perhaps some public criticism on the part of church
authorities, but certainly it ddd not call for, in my own humble opinion,
the kind of reaction that we witnessed.

For example, to tell the world that the Church of the Holy Seputche
was closed for the first time in BOO years as a result of a precipitous
act on the part of some Jewish Seminary students was certainly an over-
reaction which can only serve to arouse and spur on anti-Semitic feeling:
in the world at large.

You yourself said that Israel made a public commitment to insure
the traditional rights of its religious minorities and you then proceed
to question whether Israel will live up to that commitment. That, my

Deiegates to National Council: Herbert Amster — Jacob Applebaum — Marvin Aschendorf — Stanley Berger — Rabbi Reuven Bernstein — Avrom Borenstein —
Fred Halberstadt — Sidney Katzoff — Lamry Levine — Alex Lowinger — Milton Nordlicht — Maishe Orlanski — Yosef Poplack — Ludwig Rapp — Arthur Reich —
Jack Segall — Alvin Silver — Marvin Teicher — Dr. Bemard Zazula '
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dear Dr. Fisher, is not the issue at hand because no right of the Christian
minority or any other had been restricted and no right of any minority has
been curtailed.

This reaction certainly would entitle some of us to ask where these
voices were when the Jordanian Army occupied the 0l1d City and destroyed Jewish
houses of worship. In 1967 I went to Israel and saw with my own eyes burnt
out synagogues in the Jewish quarter and places of worship turned into stables.
I saw tombstones on the Mt. Olives vandalized and used as latrines by the so-
called "moderate" Jordanian Army. I read very carefully the statement by the
Pope that appeared in the New York Times last week, but I do not recall any
statement by the Vatican during the time when Jews were not permitted to pray
at the Western Wall, or one that would condemn the attempt to obliterate any
vestige of Jewish homes and houses of worship while King Hussein ruled over
Jerusalem. '

My original letter to you made reference only to Archbishop Sabbah's
prediction of violence and that is the one point to which you did not respond
as I had wished you would have.

Recently we were informed that Archbishop Cassidy had suggested that the
proposed Conference in Prague that is to deal with the roots of anti-Semitism
should also address itself to the problem in Jerusalem. I must say that I find
equating those two subjects impossible to accept. Altogether I have a feeling
that the events in Jerusalem gave some the opportunity to express their views
on Jews and Judaism which they may have tried to hide over the years.

Finally, my dear friend, I wish to point out that these feelings are
purely my own and do not in any way represent the Synagogue Council or IJCIC

or any other organization with which I am affiliated.

I certainly hope that we will be able to put this behind us and work
" together for the peace of mankind and of Jerusalem.

Sincerely yours,

FS:ph Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld
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ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS
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i:h;iman
American Secretariat 2 -
s:a::;ie m:;l':f :;mn TO: ALL MEMBERS OF THE IJCIC CONSTITUENT AGENCIES
I FROM;  gseymour Reich, chairman of IJCIC
221 686-8670 Leon A, Feldman
European Secretariat
Y e do Varembe. REMINDER !
s e IMPORTAWT MEETING OF THE IJCIC MEMBERS
Constituent Agencies TRHY Rai ?ZABE,(lgnﬁhYeongrd, 1990

in the Offices of the Synagogue Council

B'nai B'rith International In the previous communication, the proposed agenda was mailed.
1640 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. _

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 857-6600 Attached please find background and supporting materials for
;I;;als;% Interfaith Association discussion: ’

Jerusalem 91.077, Israel =

Wargaas 1z _ ‘ 1. Letters exchanged between IJCIC (Seymour Reich, chairman)
g;;ﬁ:?:ge:gjo::::utﬂlmzn:! and Archbishop Cassidy, president of the Commission for
New York, NY 1 i 1

e Yoek: ¥ 1008 Religious Relations with the Jews,

g‘;ﬁ;’;:‘.’::'ﬁ::&;“’ 23 Various news items and prass releases concerning the meeting

el Lol of Pope John Paul I and Aratfat,
3. Bishops ask Vatican for more Consultations on Catechisms.
4. Letter of Dr. G.M. Riegner to Dr. D. Galsky in Prague re
details for proposed ILC meeting in Prague from September 3-
6, 1990 .
5. Nostra Aetate - 25th anniversary at Fordham University, Sept., 11, 1990
6.Symposium on the Future of Auschwitz, Oxford 6-8 May, 1990
7. Conference of European Rabbis, Brussels, May 13-16, 1990.
8. Memorandum from SCA re Middle East Council of Churches PRAYER
FROM JERSUALEM, dated April 9, 1990 and April 20, 1990 with

relevant source material from National Council of Churches (USA)

9. Excerpted material from MEEC News Report, March 1990.
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Action for Peace m the Holy Land
To Start Palm Sunday

Jerusalem - In a letter to churches and ecumenical
organizations around the world dated 2 February 1990,
the MECC General Secretary, Gabriel Habib announced
the launching of an initiative under the title "Christians
for Peace i nd." The programme is 10
promote "a period of action and reflection” beginning on
Palm Suaday (8 April 1990) and concluding on the day
- of Pentecost (3 June 1990), which would give support to
the call by the Jerusalem churches, included in their
January 1988 and April 1989 appeals, that churches
around the world join them in a search for "a real peace

based on justice” for all the people of the region, and 1o
__ work for a q:cedygmﬂxgﬁtﬁ’_#oumhe Palestinian
problem.”

The initiative arose following an international
consultation in Geneva in November 1989 at which the
MECC brought together church and ecumenical
representatives together to consider concrete ways of
showing active support for this appeal from the churches
in_Jerusalem (see article in Oct.INov. 1989 issue of

—




MECC newsreport March 1990

. T emh e e mamte e

NewsReport). The result was "Christians for Péace in the
Holy Land,” and the proposal that the period between
Palm Sunday and Pentecost, dates that are this year

SWWM set
, aside as a time for ¢ €s throughout the world to "join
the churches of Jerusalem in prayers for peace in the
@mﬁr»
e consultation also recommended that, together
* with prayer and fasting, churches be encouraged to
initiate pubticevents focusing on education and advocacy
for peace, representations 1o governments, "orany other
activities that would be appropriate both for the urgency
of the situation and for your own particular context.”
There will also be events ip Ierusalem itself, which
representatives of churches outside the region may wish
to join or support. The MECC, which will be
coordinating the campaign throughout, will keep people

in different parts of the world informed of events both in
Jerusalem and elsewhere in order to encourage a sense of

—— common purpose and cooperative action in diverse

communities worldwide.

A Palm Sunday prayer from the churches in
Jerusalem was circulated with Habib's letter, with the
suggestion that churches may want to make use of it
during their Palm Sunday services. The prayer reflects the

D ature of the quest for peace that the
campaign is promoting. "We come to Jerusalem with
you," he prayer reads, "and we see there your people
divided, yet longing to be united in you as branches of

the one vine. Grant us the courage to.go beyond
ourselves, to transcend the burden of history so that we
may recover our unity in you and through you.”

"... and we see there your people divided, yet
longing to be united in you as branches of the
one vine. Grant us the courage to go beyond
ourselves, to transcend the burden of history so
that we may recover our unity in you and
through you."”

A ime; rayer reflects concern at the
ituation of injustice in the Holy Lan y. "We come
to Jerusalem with you,™ it states, "and see that there is

no t le in in agony and suffering.
Strengthen-these_who thirst for mercy and justice,

have been deprived of the right to live in dignity,” the
ra “Free them from o on; restore to them
the righ ife

tolindependence in thei d,
just as other nations enjoy this Tight.” The prayer
petitions God to "Send your Spifit, who spoke through
the prophets, to lead all of us to reach out to the other in
a recognition of the common dignity possessed by all —
human beings. In the sharing of our deepest aspirations
is found the way of liberation from fear, doubts and -
anxiety and the way toward security, fullness and
creativity.” '

Christians for Peace in
the Holy Land

Palm Sunday to Pentecost.
8 April 1990 - 3 June 1990
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With the culmination of this period of action and
*reflection on Pentecost a second prayer will be issued by

the churches Mc Holy Spirit,

whose unifying power should cnable pcople in the Holy

Land to brcak down the walls of separation and make

God's peace prevail in the City of Pcace, Jerusalem.

"Although authorities seem 1o be paralyzed in
stalemate and timidity, we share the hope that
prayers for peace will be answered, that
Jerusalem will become a community of all
believers and the wellspring of peace in the
Holy Land and the whole world."

In his letter, Habib expresses the hope that "the
solidarity in prayer we are inviting you to join will
emphasize both the tragedy of the situation - the denial
of the rights and dignity of the Palestinian people - and
the faith that with God's grace the most grievous wrongs

can be righted, the most painful divisions healed.” Habib -

concludes by saying that "Although authorities secm to
be paralyzed in stalemate and timidity, we share the hope
that prayers for peace will be answered, that Jerusalem
will become a community of all believers and the
wellspring of peace in the Holy Land and the whole
world." Q ' '

(For further information on this initiative, contact the
MECC Liaison Office, P.0. Box 4259, Limassol,

Cyprus. Mark the envelope “Christians for Peace in the
Halu T and "\

Episcopal Church in Jerusalem

and the Middle East Meets - Holds -

Clergy Conference

Larnaca, Cyprus - In an eleven day period, 23 January

- 2 February 1990, the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem
and the Middle Eastheld meetings of a Diocesan Synod,
the Standing Committee of its Provincial Synod, and
sponsored a Provincial Clergy Conference.

The Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf held its annual
meeting 23-26 January, bringing together all the clergy
from the diocese along with two lay representatives from
each chaplaincy. The Diocese covers Cyprus, Iraq, and
the Arabian Peninsula. Bishop John Brown chaired the
meetings, which discussed issues related to the

consecration of women to the episcopate, and the Decade
of Evangelism which is currently underway in the
Anglican communion worldwide. Dr. Kenneth Bailey of

the Tantur Ecumenical Centre near jerusalem led the
devotons. -

The Standing Committee of the Provincial Synod
met 28-29 January and was chaired by the President
Bishop, His Grace Samir Kafity, the Episcopal Bishop of
Jerusalem. The Standing Commitiee meets every other
year and acts as an Executive of the Synod. Apart from
Bishop Kafity the meeting was attended by Bishop John

Brown (Cyprus and the Gulf), Bishop Hasssan
Dcqani-Tafy (Iran), and Bishop Ghais Abdcl-Malik

(Egypt). Two clergy, and 1wo lay representatives also
aucnded. The mecung heard reports on the issue of the
consecration of women to the episcopate from each of
the four dioceses, and discussed in that light the Synod's
response 10 the report tabled at the last Lambeth
Conference on this issue. In other business, the various
projects of the church in the region were evaluated, and

Bishop Hassan Deqani-Tafi formally announced his

. intention to retire.

Every three years the Synod holds a clergy conference
to bring all the clergy from across the Synod together for
lcarning, fellowship, and exchange. This year the clergy
confcrence was held 29 January - 2 February, and brought

lo&clh?r\abom forty clergy members from Cyprus,

Palcstine? Egypt, Algeria, Iran, Iraq, and the Gulf. The
devotional speaker was Archbishop Robin Eames, the

- hcad of the Anglican church in Ireland. Also addressing

the confercnce were Dr. Tarig Mitri, Director of the
MECC's Unit on Faith and Unity, and Archbishop
Michacl Peers, the head of the Anglican church in

e ———

Canada. Also present was the Middle East secretary of
the Church Missionary Society, Bob Wilkes.

The Episcopal Province of Jerusalem and the Middle
East was formed in 1976, Its four dioceses are served by
78 priests. The President Bishop of the Province, Bishop

(Samir Kafity, is also a President of the MECC. Q

LWF Assembly Passes Resolution on
Palestine - Supports MECC _
Initiative on Prayer for Peace in the
Holy Land :

Curitibaég;il/- Nearly one thousand Lutherans
from the 105 member churches of the Lutheran World
Federation gathered here 30 January - 8 February 1990
for the Eight Assembly of the LWF. Official delegates
numbered 370, of which 40% were women, and nearly
20% young people under thirty years of age. Among the
delegates were representatives of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan, and MECC member church.
~_~ The theme cliosen for the Assembly was "I Have
~Heard the Cry of My People,” which was supplemented
ur sub-themes ... Tor Life in Communion,” "... for
Salvation,” "... for Peace with Justice,” and "... for a
Liberated Creation.” This was the first Assembly to be
held in Latin America, and the Assembly focussed much”
of its attention on the situation in Brazil, and other parts

of the region.
The Assembly also passed a resolution on Palestine.

The resolution noted that as the Palestinian people enter
7




conflict, Isracl's Raleslinians have passcd, through three
(wuw

leck asscsses the role of the Christian churches in
the statc of Isracl. Until the late 1980's the churches
rcmained quiet, opling to stay out of politics.

The church was itsclf a vicum of the Palestine
tragedy, and most members of the church’s hierarchy in
Isracl were, and remain foreigners. For example, the
leadership of the Greek Orthodox church is Greck; the
Latin church had an Italian patriarch until December
1987, when, Tor the first ume, a Palestinian was
appointed as Latin patriarch of Jerusalem——

For Ateek, God is a Go justice and hope.
"Although the adversary may be ungodly, deceitful, and
unjust, he or she will not have the final word. God will
inevitably vindicate what is right and jus.” Ateek bases
his theology of liberation on an understanding of God
which is universal and inclusive. Such a vision has
always stood in tension with nationalists’ conceptions of |
_the deity. Ateek is strongly critical of both Christian
Zionists and their Israeli friends, who, he believes,
shamelessly interpret the Bible for propagandistic

urposes. ’

~ Themain theme of the book is that "Palestine is a_
country for both the Jews the Palestinians,” but that
there can be no peace without justice for the Palestinians
and_security for the Israelis.” Ateek pleads that Israelis

- and world Jewry in general hear the cry of the

Palestinians. In light of the intifadah and the dramatic
impact it has had on Israel's image and body politic,
Ateek argues that it "is for the security and well-being of
Israel that a Palestinian state should be established.”

But Palestinians will have 1o honour and accept Israel
as a Jewish siate, Ateek calls on the Palestinians fo
attitude would make us Palestinians rael quite
candidly and state that the only justification that the
Palestinians will accept for the creation.of a Jewish state
in Palestine is the Holocaust." This is quite a
courageous statement coming from a Christian,

al&qg’?;@lmmm So far, Chiristians
. in the Arab East have not tackled the thomy issue of
anti-Semitism and Christian responsibilities during the

Holocaust.
( The new attitude the Israelis will have to adopt is to

acknowledge that the Palestinians were wronged, their
land usurped, and their human rights trampled. Ateck
wants the Israelis to tell the Palestinians: "We are
willing to negotiate with your representatives, the PLO,
and we choose to live in peace with you." Regarding
Jerusalem, Ateek believes that the Holy City must be
| shared on an equal basis among Christians, Muslims, and

he proposes which would include Jordan, Lebanon, Israel
and Palestine. '

Canon Aicck concludes his book with a call to the
Icadership of the Christian churches in [srael-Palestine to
unite their efforts and work for peace. The challenges
they face are daunting: they must liberate themselves
from centuries of division among thcmselves, from the
Israclis, and from the historic yoke of distrust between
Christians and Muslims."

Jews, and could later become the capital of a fcdcrau'on)
e

Documents

Christians for Peace in
the Holy Land - Palm Sunday Prayer
From Jerusalem

On the day you entered Jerusalem, O Lord, fulfilling
what had been written in the Scriptures, we go forth
from our homes and from ourselves, bearing our palm
branches and beseeching you to answer our prayers.

We join the great crowd that came out to meet you
crying "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord!" Open our eyes and enlighten our minds so
that we will see you as you are in the Gospel -- in the
midst of the community of the faithful and among all
those who thirst for you, wherever they may be.

We come to Jerusalem with you, and we see there
your people divided, yet longing to be united in you, as
branches of the one vine. Grant us the courage to go
beyond ourselves, to transcend the burden of history so
that we may recover our unity in you and through you.

We come 1o Jerusalem with you, and we see that

- there is no peace, and that people remain in agony and

suffering. Strengthen those who thirst for mercy and
justice, but have been deprived of the right to live in
dignity. For such are those you have loved, reminding
us that they are our neighbours. Free them from
oppression; restore to them the right to life and to
indcpendence in their own land, just as other nations

-enjoy this right.

We come 1o Jerusalem with you, and we see that
there are those who live in fear. Grant them inner peace.
Free them from the illusion that depriving others of their
rights, or even eliminating them, will provide security or
rcaffirm sclf-identity. Send your Spirit, who spoke
through the prophets, to lead all of us to reach out 1o the



the third ycar of their uprising against the Isracli
occupation of thc West Bank and Gaza "injustice and
suffering contimiuc unabated,” and has in fact "intensified
ever the pascycar.”

The resolution took note of the recent statements by
the heads of churches in Jerusalem “calling upon
churches throughout the world to join them in a scarch
for a rcal peace based on justice for all the people of the
rcgion,” and for a "spcedy and just resolution of the
conflict between Isracl and the Palestinian people.”

“History has repeatedly shown that no amount
of physical force or repression is sufficient to
silence people who have reached the stage of not
having anything to lose in a siruggle for
liberation from oppression.”

Churches throughout the world have responded with
statements and aclions demonstrating their support of the
churches, the Assembly stated, including the LWF

through its statcmeﬂt_on_thn_&'dtslirlia\n—lsiﬁeliismejn
lMls special fund for peace-making in the Middle

East, which confirms that the search for peace is one of
the highest priorities of the organization.

The resolution also indicated that "Together with the
Middle East Council of Churches, the World Council of
Churches and other ecumenical partners, and with the
support of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan,
the LWF has responded positively to an initiative of the
leaders of the Christian communities of Jerusalem for a
special programme "Christians for Peace-in-the-Holy
Land,” which would be carried out from Palm Sunday to
Péntacost 1990." It encouraged member churches to
participate in prayer, fasting, educational programmes,
public events, rbmm:"_rm:mg’ovmégﬂfisiw to
the Middle Easrand other activities "which support
efforts to achieve a just-peace in the Holy Land.” The
resolution also encouraged congregations to use the
special "Palm Sunday Prayer from Jerusalem” which has
been prepared and circulated for use on that day in
worship services around the world. ‘

In a message of greeting sent to the Assembly,
MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib raised some of
the concerns of the churches in the Middle East in these
days. On the Palestinian-Israeli conflict he wrote,

‘"History has repeatedly shown that no amount of

physical force or repression is sufficient to silence people
who have reached the stage of not having anything to
lose in a struggle for liberation from oppression. Unless
this fact is realized and corresponding steps toward a just
solution are taken, the current tragedy will become a

merc prelude to a cycle of violence and political and
religious extremism which may cngulf the region in
cven more disastrous "holy wars” that no human power
would be able to conwrol. Any vicew that under-cstimates
these dangers will be proven irrcsponsible and
short-sighted.”

Nevertheless, Habib stated, "I find it nccessary 10 -
stress that our Christian hope calls us not only to
emphasize the dangers of the conflict, but also to scize
the opportunities which this “kaifos" offers. We,
thercfore, have to take courage 10 become instruments of
the peace that our Lord made manifest through the
incamnation of His love to all creation regardless of race
and creed, and through the challenge of His cross 1o the
oppressive power and injustice prevailing in the
Jerusalem of His time.”

“I find it necessary ro siress that our
Christian hope calls us not only to emphasize
the dangers of the conflict, but also 10 seize the
opportunities which this "kairos” offers. We,
therefore, have to take courage to become
instruments of the peace that our Lord made
manifest through the incarnation of His love to
all crearion” '

On Lcbanon, Habib said that "The dynamics of
Lebanon have a central bearing on the future of Christian
presence and witness in the Middle East. They are crucial
as well in inspiring or offering challenges 10 future
models of society in the Middle East, appropriate to
foster or sustain pluralism, democracy and equality ina
multi-religious region.” Therefore, Habib urged, "Let us ?

also turn our thoughts to the peopie of Lebanon, whom
the prevailing circumstances have condemned to silence, |
unable to articulate their will and who are being held /
hostage in their own land." Q ‘
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conflict, Isracl’s Palestinians have passed through three
distinct stages: shock (1948-1955); resignation
(1956-67); and awakcning (1968-1988).

Ateck assesses the role of the Christian churches in
the state of Isracl. Uniil the laie 1980's the churches
remained quict, opting Lo stay out of politics.

The church was itself a victim of the Palestine
tragedy, and most members of the church’s hierarchy in
Isracl were, and remain foreigners. For example, the
leadership of the Greek Orthodox church is Greck; the
Latin church had an ltalian patriarch until December
1987, when, for the first time, a Palestinian was
appointcd as Latin patriarch of Jerusalem.

For Ateek, God is a God of justice and hope.
"Although the adversary may be ungodly, deceitful, and
unjust, he or she will not have the final word. God will
inevitably vindicate what is right and just.™ Ateek bases
his theology of liberation on an understanding of God
which is universal and inclusive. Such a vision has
always stood in tension with nationalists' conceptions of
the deity. Ateek is strongly critical of both Christian
Zionists and their Isracli friends, who, he believes,
shamelessly interpret the Bible for propagandistic
purposes.

The main theme of the book is that "Palestine is a
country for both the Jews and the Palestinians,” but that
there can be no peace without justice for the Palestinians
and security for the Israclis.” Ateek pleads that Israelis
and world Jewry in general hear the cry of the
Palestinians. In light of the intifadah and the dramatic
impact it has had on Israel's image and body politic,
Ateek argues that it "is for the security and well-being of
Israel that a Palestinian state should be established.”

But Palestinians will have to honour and accept Israel
as a Jewish state. Ateek calls on the Palestinians to
acknowledge the significance of the Holocaust: "The new
attitude would make us Palestinians face Israel quite
candidly and state that the only justification that the
Palestinians will accept for the creation of a Jewish state
in Palestine is the Holocaust." This is quite a
courageous statement coming from a Christian,
Palestinian, Arab, Israeli clergyman. So far, Christians
in the Arab East have not tackled the thomy issue of
anti-Semitism and Christian responsibilities during the
Holocaust.

The new attitude the Israelis will have 1o adopt is to
acknowledge that the Palestinians were wronged, their
land usurped, and their human rights trampled. Ateck
wanis the Israelis to tell the Palestinians: "We are
willing 10 negotiate with your representatives, the PLO,
and we choose to live in peace with you." Regarding
Jerusalem, Ateek believes that the Holy City must be
shared on an equal basis among Chrisuans, Muslims, and

Jews, and could latcr become the capital of a federation
he proposes which would include Jordan, Lebanon, Isracl
and Palestine.

Canon Atcck concludes his book with a call to the
lcadership of the Christian churches in Israel-Palcstine 1o
unite their efforts and work for peace. The challenges
they face are daunting: they must liberate themselves
from centuries of division among themselves, from the
Israclis, and from the historic yoke of distrust bciween
Christians and Muslims.”

Documents

Christians for Peace in
the Holy Land - Palm Sunday Prayer
From Jerusalem

On the day you entered Jerusalem, O Lord, fulfilling
what had been written in the Scriptures, we go forth
from our homes and from ourselves, bearing our palm
branches and beseeching you to answer our prayers.

We join the great crowd that came out to meet you
crying "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord!" Open our eyes and énlighten our minds so
that we will sce you as you are in the Gospel -- in the
midst of the community of the faithful and among all
those who thirst for you, wherever they may be.

We come to Jerusalem with you, and we see there
your people divided, yet longing to be united in you, as
branches of the one vine. Grant us the courage 10 go
beyond ourselves, 1o transcend the burden of history so
that we may recover our unity in you and through you.

We come to Jerusalem with you, and we see that

- there is no peace, and that people remain in agony and

suffering. Suengthen those who thirst for mercy and
justice, but have been deprived of the right to live in
dignity. For such are those you have loved, reminding
us that they are our neighbours. Free them from
oppression; ‘testore 1o them the right to life and to
indcpendence in their own land, just as other nations
enjoy this right. '
We come to Jerusalem with you, and we see that
there are those who live in fear. Grant them inner peace.
Free them from the illusion that depriving others of their
rights, or even eliminating them, will provide security or
rcaffirm self-identity. Send your Spirit, who spoke
through the prophets, to lead all of us to reach out to the

11
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other in a recognition of the common dignity possessed
by all human beings. In the sharing of our deepest
aspirations is found the way of liberation from fear,
doubts and anxiety and the way toward security, fullness
and creativity.

When we meet in you as one body, and you send us
forth, carrying the Good News, and when we bring to
realization your justice on earth, then will Jerusalem
become the community of all believers, the wellspring
of Peace in the Holy Land and in the whole world.

We come to Jerusalem, O King, with you seated on
the throne of our hearts, our minds, our lives. We walk
the road to Golgotha with you and partake of your
passion. Seeing you nailed to the Cross, we bow down
before your suffering. Show us the glory of your
Resurrection.

Palm Sunday 1990
Christians for Peace in the Holy Land

"Christians for Peace in the Holy '
Land" - A Letter From the MECC

General Secretary

Dear Friends,

As the Palestinian people enter their third year of
struggle against the Isracli occupation of the West Bank
and Gaza, injustice and suffering continue unabated.
Indeed, it has intensified over the past year.

In January of 1988, the heads of the churches in

Jerusalem issued an unprecedented joint statement,
calling upon churches throughout the world to join them

in a search for "a real peace based on justice” for all the -

people of the region. In April of 1989 they reiterated
their appeal, adding a request to the international
community and the United Nations "to give urgent
attention to the plight of the Palestinian people, and to
work for a speedy and just resolution of the Palestinian
" problem.” The Middle East Council of Churches has
given its unequivocal support to these pleas from the
churches in Jerusalem.

Many churches throughout the world have responded
" with statements and actions demonstrating their support
of the churches in Jerusalem and the Middle East. The
urgency of the current situation, however, both its
dangers and its kairos of opportunity, leads me to invite

12

the international Christian community to further
manifestations of solidarity with the churches in the
Holy Land. The Gospcl of our Lord Jesus Christ requires
that we seek constandy to incarnate His love for all
people, not least in the land where He was bom where
He suffered and died on the Cross, and yet gave us new
hope through the power of His resurrection.

In November of 1989 the MECC convened an
international meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, which had
as its result the initiation of "Christians for Peace in the
Holy Land.” That gathering proposed that between Palm
Sunday and Pentecost, dates that are this year shared by
both the "Eastern” and "Western" churches, churches
throughout the world should join the churches of
Jerusalem in prayers for peace in the Holy Land. We
have enclosed the text of a prayer that we invite you to
have read in your churches on Palm Sunday.

The Palm Sunday prayer, then, will initiate a period
of action and reflection which could include in prayers
and fasting, public events, representations to
governments or any other activities that would be
appropniate both for the urgency of the situation and for
your own particular context. We also expect that there
will be events in Jerusalem itself which representatives
of the international churches may wish to join or
support. We will keep you informed of the planning of
events both in Jerusalem and in particular countries or
regions throughout the world.

This period of reflection and action will culminate
with Pentecost, and on which occasion a second prayer
will be issued by the churches in Jerusalem invoking the
Holy Spirit, whose unifying power should enable people
in the Holy Land to break down the walls 0s separation
and make God's peace prevail in the City of Peace,
Jerusalem. We hope that the solidarity in prayer we are .
inviting you to have join will be emphasize both the
tragedy of the situation -- the denial of the rights and
dignity of the Palestinian people — and the faster that
with God's grace the most grievous wrongs can be
righted, the most painful divisions healed. Although
authorities seem to be paralyzed in stalemate and
timidity, we share the hope that prayers for peace will
be answered, that Jerusalem will become a community
of all believers and the wellspring of peace in the Holy
Land and the whole world.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

Gabriel Habib
General Secreiary
2 February 1990
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1JCIC MEETING, MAY 3, 1990 (incl. Lunch)
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS

1. Report and review of 'progress'" in the removal of the Carmelite Convent
at Auschwitz.

2. Report on the Pope's meeting with Arafat - press coverage.
-exchange of letters between Seymour Reich and Archbishop Cassidy.
-implications for the preparation of the ILC meeting, scheduled in
Prague early in September,
-Letter from Dr. G.M. Riegner to Dr. D. Galsky (Prague)

3. Proposed agenda for the commemoration and assessment of 25 Years Nostra
Aetate, scheduled for November in Rome.
-implications in relation to.strains with Vatican.
-program auggestions.

4. 25th Anniversary activities sponsored by Fordham University and American
Jewish Committee, September 1990.

5. Symposium on the Future of Auschwitz, Oxford.

6. Conference of European Rabbis, Brussels, May 13-16, 1990
-Participation of Rabbi Leon A. Feldman.
Question of this body joining IJCIC is on the agenda

7. Bishops ask Vatican for more consultations on 'Catechisms".

8, Middle East Council of Churches PRAYER FROM JERUSALEM,
- SCA memorandum of April 9 and 20 with relevant source material
from NCC (USA).
- Relations with World Cpuncil of Churches (Geneva)
- proposed meeting of several IJCIC representatives with Rev. Hans Ucko (5/21)
- Materials distributed by MEEC.
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>< 11 Santo Padre ha cuidato leri sera, Venerdi Santo, la pia
pratic cdella Via Cmucis cl Colossco. Al termine, raggiunta la
. semnuti del Colle Palatino, Giovanni Paolo II ha pronunciato

il seruerte discorso:

1. Venerdi Santo.

Presso il Colosseo romano abbiamo seguito la « Via
Crucis » di Gesu Cristo.

Stazicne dopo Stazione.

Questa via conduce dal pretorio di Pilato, per le
strade di Gerusalemme, verso il luogo del Golgota.

Dalla sentenza di morte fino al « Tutto é compiu-
to!» (Gv 19, 30) sulla Croce.

Ed abbiamo poi assistito anche alla deposizione
nel sepolcro — perché quello era il giorno prima del
sabato.

Hanno rotolato una gran pietra dcvanti all’ingres-
so del sepolcro, e ri hanno messo i sigilli.

Cost si é compiuta a Gerusalemme la Via Crucis
di Gesu di Nazareth. £ cosi essa finisce anche qui —
al Colosseo romano.

2. Ecco le parole della Lettera egli Ebrei:

« Cristo, ..venuto come sommo sacerdote dei beni
juturi.. entrd una volta per sempre nel sentuario... con
il proprio sangue. dopo averci otrenuto una redenzione
eternan» (9, 11.12), 5 o

Ecco dove conduce la « Via Crucis» di Gesu Crz-
sto: crocifisso, deposic nel sepolcro. « enird una volta
per sempre nel scntucrio, dopo averci otienuto una re-
denzione eterna »n.

- Come sommo sccercote dei beni futur:.

Con il proprio szmigue.

Questo € i! sangue di Crist, :l quaole con unu Sy
rito eterno offri se stesso sern:c riacchia a Dio.

Questo & « il sangue d:i Cris:o che purificherc is
nostra coscienza' dalle opere di morte, per sertire il
Dio vivente» (cfr. Eb 9, 14).

E « per questo egli € mediatore di una nuova al-
-leanza, perché, essendo ormai intervenuta la sua morte
in redenzione delle colpe... coloro che sono stati chia-

mati ricevano l'eredita eterna che é stala promessa »

(Eb 9, 15).

3. Cristo — unico Mediatore tra Dio e gli uomini.
Cristo — sommo sacerdote. Unico sacerdote.

4. Oggi, Venerdi Sanio, facciono gli altari nelle
chiese. di tutto il mondo. Non si celebra su di essi il -
sacrificio incruento sotto le specie del pane e del vino.

Noi tutti, che apparteniamo al popolo sacerdotale
della nuova alleanzq, con raccoglimento pieno di vene-
razione, fissiamo gli occhi sulla Croce. .

Ci nutriamo dell'impenetrabile Mistero, per il quale
l'uomo non trora pagrole adeguate.

Nel linguaggio gilenzioso dell'amore, adoriamo. X
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* WASHINGTON, United States, April 12 (zns)--The US Reman Catholi¢ bishops have is-

sued a lengthy and strong criticiem of a worldwide catechism proposed by the Vati-
can. Theé catechism, or sumary of religious dottrine, is the first of its kind
since the_ié%bcggggggz; In an extensive critigue of the Vatican’s "“Catechism for
the Universa Turch, " the bishops say the 434{-page draft document elevates

— peripheral doctrines to the status of central truths,

They also say the proposed c¢atechism cuotes Scripture out ©f context, relegztes the
=" laity to 2 passive role in the church, emphasizes "disunity" rather than ecumenisnt
- toward other Christian churches, overlocks the reed for "dialogue and respect" to-

ward non-Christian religions, sets wp a "false separation” hetwsen science and
raith and needs to use more "inclusive,!" or non-sexist, language.

———

Tne points ore made in & Sl-page Assessment of the catecnicm sent to Rowe by Llie
(U3) National Conference of Catholic Bishops. The time set aside by the Vatican
for consultation on the catechism is "insufficient," the bishops say, urging that
the May 31 dezdline for coments 'De extended to engage tre whole church in the
rost effective manner possible.” .

Although catechisms have been published in gifferent counmries throughout histoxy,
the most recent Vatican proposal would be the fixst wniversa) catechist prepared by

(MORE)

; el ' .. The first draft of the
Rome since the aftexmath of the Council of Trent in 1566 f
new document was sent in December to the world’s EIEhﬁﬁgfjhho will eventually use

i ) i naterials in their
the catechism as & basis for development of religions teaching materis
sioce;as. rne document has not peen made public, Dy ormers of the Holy See.

; ; soteshdsm w ! dssion ©r bishops haAaried
The draft of the unlvergal cztechlsm was produced by & comm fS F
by Cerdinal Joseph Rat2inger, head of Rome’s Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine

of the Faith. (william Bole)
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What further worries church leaders of all denominations is that the Christians leaving are
among the best educated young profesionals. Recognizing the loss of personnel, the growing
shortage of pastors and the general loss ofjconfidence among all citizens over the future of Hong
Kong, the manifesto predicts the next 10 years will be *a very difficult trial period" for the local
churches.

The churches affirmed their commitment to stay in Hong Kong and described their role as
that “of a model in exemplifying . .. long-term commitment and responsibility in Hong Kong.”

The churches will continue their role in providing social services and education and will
seek to “‘cultivate a spirit of democracy” in the people.

In the manifesto, church leaders were called on to speak “with responsibility about social
and political issues’™ and to ensure that the Basic Law will build a society that will have “justice,
equality and love™ and in which human rights will be respected. The Basic Law will govern Hong
Kong after 1997 when it comes under the rule of the People’s Republic of China.

The 10-year plan also urges churches in Hong Kong to develop fellowship relationships

with churches in mainland China.

12257

04-30-90
Pope, World Council leader voice dismay over settlers in Jerusalem

By Religious News Service

(RNS) — Pope John Paul Il and the general secretary of the World Council of Churches
have added their voices to the outpouring of dismay by Christian leaders at the presence of

w in the Christian Quarter of Jerusalem.

Christian leaders #%SLMIWLMWPM 27 to show their
disapproval at the establishment ays earlier of a Jewish settlement in the St. John's Hospice
complex owned by the Greek Orthodox Church. The Israeli Supreme Court ordered the 150
settlers to leave by May | but gave permission for 20 guards and maintenance workers to remain
past that date while a lower court heard testimony on the valld:ty of the lease that they had
obtained through an intermediary.

Addressing a group of Spanish pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square April 29, the pope said, “I
want to invite you now to be. along with me, spiritually close to our brothers in East Jerusalem,
especially those responsible for the venerable Christian churches.”

John Paul said that *“‘the grave incidents that have occurred recently in the Holy City and
that led to the sorrowful decision to close holy places temporarily, and particularly the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher, are a cause also for me of suffering and profound concern. Let us pray that
everyone will have at heart the search for solutions mspxred by justice and respect for human
rights.”

The Rev. Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, said the
ecumenical organization “deplores the open encouragement.and support given to the occupation
by the Israeli authorities, clearly violating international agreements.”

At the same time, he said the World Council *notes with appreciation that a large number
of Jews and several Jewish orgamzatmnirggt/of;ggnwmve ve opposed the
occupatlon ¥ Dr. Castro-welcomed the ruling of the Israeli Supreme Court and asked Israeli
am'b'ﬁ"nes, to “ensure that all settlers are removed forthwithand-the-property returned to the
.Greek Orthodox Patriarchate.”. o
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Archbishop Volodymyr Sterniuk of Lvov walked out in protest, in part because the commission refused to
= acknowledge the Ukrainian Catholics’ status as a particular church united with Rome but having its own hierarchy,
liturgies and traditions. _
Aleksandr Gusev, who works in the council's section for relations with Catholics and Armenians, said the Ukrainian
Catholic community is not considered a church, “because a church must have bishops.”
The 10 bishops in western Ukraine were consecrated secretly at a time when public acknowledgement of their
identities would have landed them in prison.
Milovanov said his office wants “to contribute to the peaceful resolution” of problems related to the emergence of
the Ukrainian Catholic Church.
“Believers in the Soviet Union, without condition, should have the possibility of expressing their faith,” he said.

POPE-TALKS April 26, 1990 (280 words)
INTERFAITH RESPECT HINGES ON UNDERSTANDING, POPE SAYS
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Understanding the religious beliefs and practices of others is necessary for resolving
conflict and increasing mutual respect, Pope John Paul |l said.
Modern life has created situations where “peoples who previously would never have met or known one another
i must now discover how to build a harmonious and peaceful life in societies that are racially, ethnically, linguistically and
& religiously pluralistic,” the pope said. '
The pope spoke about the importance of relations with members of non-Christian religions during an April 26
address to the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. A
In addition to promoting understanding and tolerance, the church’s interreligious dialogues can help “make God's
— name and his will known, loved and lived throughout the world,” he said. )
L “There are other believers who, in their own ways and according to their own convictions, believe in God and pFay

to him, look to him for guidance and solace, and try to live according to his will and build SOCiety according to the
values which he teaches,” the pope said. T /
Christians and members of other religions also have found cooperation helpful when addressing social issues, he
| s -
All who believe in God promote “human rights and responsibilities; ways to support the struggle of the poor, the
hungry, the sick and the homeless for a dignified life; preservation of God's creation, his original gift to humanity; the
search for peace; the call to justice.”
‘ “Dialogue is not so much an idea to be studied as a way of living in positive relationship with others,” the pope
said. “It is important that you mm‘ame, the religious
convictions of others.” T

END
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PRAGUE CU zﬂ*
ﬂwﬂb b Ve
September 3-4-5-6-1990 (Monday-Thursd.)
Introduction
Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period

David Daube (U of Cal,,formerly Oxford) Fr, Lawrence Fizzel (8eaten Hall
David Flusser (HU, Jerusalem :

Christiar; Attitudes_ towards Jews -~ Q&W{F‘b( M!—*}‘V‘”""‘&
David Berger (Brooklyn College) Fr. P,F. Fumagalli (Vatican)
Kenneth Stowe

Poliakoff (Paris)
THERE HAS BEEN A SUGGESTION TO COMBINE THESE TWQO SESSIONS - OR TO LIMIT THE FIRST
SESSION TO A BRIEF PRESENTATION, WHILE SESSION TWO SHOULD EHPHASIZE FROM THE JEWISH
POINT OF VIEW, THE BASIS FOR THE "TEACHING OF CONTEMPT."
Christian Attitudes to Jews in the Modern Period -

Jacob Katz (HU, Jerusalem)
Wistrich
Chimen Abramsky (Oxford)
Historical Reflections on the Shoah .

Raoul Hillberg Morley
Saul Friedlander ‘

Personal Witnesses

Jewish survivors,from countries occupied Christian experiences
by Nazis, bear witness of their experiences

The Shoah as reflected in Jewish (Religious) Thought

Geoffrey Wigoder (Jefusalam Gazelles
Motzkin (Boston) ;

b ecn mmindoSions i ol peopases | Wk g™

In addition to the sessions, the following additional activities are under consideration;

1. Reception tendered by Jewish Community of Prague

2. President of Czech Republic to participate in the opening session, or to
proffer a reception for the participants

(’ 3. Reception and visit by the senior Catholic cleric
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Bishop Gomez has been compared 10 the late Archbis r A. Romero, the murdered Salvadoran archbishop
for whom the award was named.

“When they compare me to him, | al
“martyrdom is fearsome."”
“In spite of all this fear, t

EN D

-

27 KEELER-JEWS April 25, 1990 (1,020 words)
ARCHBISHOP KEELER LAYS OUT AGENDA FOR CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE
By Jemy Filteau
Catholic News Service _
WASHINGTON (CNS) - For fruitful dialogue Catholics and Jews must learn to share “what pains us,” Archbishop
William H. Keeler of Baltimore told an audience of Catholics and Jews at The Catholic University of America April 24.
He laid out an agenda for Catholic-Jewish dialogue that included a wide rang of Issues which cause pain on ong™

or both sides. ;

TZQ these are the Holocaust and reviving East European anti-Semitism on the Jewish sidi\.Zhe said, and
abortion/ parochial school aid !and U.S. anti-Catholicism on the Catholic sidg.

He also cited Jewish concems about the VaﬁLc_an stance toward Israal[and Catholjrc concerns about the future of

a Christian presence in Jerusalem.
Archbishop Keeler is episcopal moderator of Catholic-Jewish relations for the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops.@gave the opening address for a two-day colloquium, “Jewish-Christian Dialogue: 25 Years After ‘Nostra

Second Vatican Council's declaration on non-Christian religions, condemned anti-Semitism and marked the entry of the
Catholic Church into substantive dialogue with Jews.

“In dialogue truly we seek to seé the other party’s point of view as the other party sees and feels it. But we try
to do so in a way which Is faithful to our belief, to what the Lord calls us to be,"” Archbishop Keeler said.

He said the “rﬁpld developments" of the past three years have highlighted the need for more dialogue and
cooperaiion‘ between Catholics and Jews. '

Among those developments, “some of them painful, some pleasantly surprising,” he cited:

- Jewish prgt_g_s__ts__I_rL'l_Q_a_?_gv_e'_r a meeting of Pope John Paul Il with Austrian President Kurt Waldheim shortly after
revelations that he was an officer in the German army during World War I, TS

- An international Catholic-Jewish meeting at the pope's summer home in (;:a__siel Gandolfo, Italy, at which the
Vatican promised a sluglgn anti-Semi_tism and the Holocaust.

- A meeting of U.S. Jews with the pope in Miami in September 1987.

— A long and complex controversy over the presence of a Carmelite convent at the entrance to the World War Il
Nazi death camp of Auschwitz in Poland. : T—

- Rising concems of both Catholics and Jews over the side effects of Wmmaing
a rise in anti-Semitism and turmoil among Catholic populations trying to 'rebuil_d;l_o_rg-_supprassed church structures.

Archbishop Keeler said that at the 1987 Castel Gandolfo meeting “our Jewish friends told us, ‘You cannot truly
love us until you understand what pains us, what hurts us." And we learned to say the same in return.” -

W (MORE)
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a

He said he leamed from that and other dialogues to understand the Holocaust, Hitler's "uwocidar-
~ campaign to exterminate all Jews, as “a sacred sign"” for Jews — the equivalent of a “sacrament” for Catholics.
4 “Whatever detracts from its signiﬁmbscura its evil or honor those who did the evil
/ screams of sacrilege, and there will be pain,” he said.
k He said the “flashpoint of the Auschwitz Carmel, which was center stage in the world news last summer, was
almost averted” by a “positive and forward-looking” solution reached earlier by a high-level meeting of Catholic and
~ Jewish leaders.
l “Then came complications.” When those were resolved by dialogue, “the matter moved from the front pages,” he
said, and in February work began on a new convent, which is to be an interfaith study, dialogue and prayer center.
Archbishop Keeler said the “massive changes in Eastern and Central Europe” in recent months touch concemns
of Catholics and Jews in different ways, but both share the same underlying concem “for the religious freedom of
-~ individuals.”
“Catholics should understand a crisis the Jews feel inlensely'- the immense pain caused by the unleashing of anti-
_~ Semitism, especially in the Soviet Union, and the resultant exodus of Jews to the West,” he said.
“Jews swwmm)f sensitive to the dangers of anti-Semitism” and has spoken
~ out against it in “major statements widely publicized in Eastern Europe,” he said. |
At the same time he asked Jews 1o “realize that the Catholic Church is faced with the huge task of trying to rebuild
a shattered infrastructure ... throughout the region.” He also asked them to recognize how this task is complicated by
issues such as the Catholic-Orthodox friction in the Ukraine over ownership of Catholic churches, all of which were
turned over to the Orthodox by communist authoﬁﬁesmmed in 1946.
/ On the U.S. scene, he called for Jews and Catholics to engage in a constructive dialogue on public policies
r

"egarding abortion and public aid to religiously-run schools and day care centers.

He m aware of the religious commitment Catholic schools represent for many Catholics
concerned about the integrity of faith and life in a “secular and consumerist” society.

For them, he said, the role of Catholic schools in “our identity as peo f faith" is “akin to the feelings of many
Jews for the State of Israel.”

He said it has pained U.S. Catholics to see “the classic, anti-Catholic rhetoric of the last century” used in iegal
briefs and public discussion by Jewish organizations opposed to fo public aid for religiously-run schools.

He noted extensive Catholic efforts since Vatican Il to promote positive understandings of Judaism in educational

-~ texts. .
He cited thé rece;; :ngish occupation of a,building near the Church of the Holy Sepuichre in Jerusalem's Christian

sector during Holy Week as another source of tension. Christian ieeiings around the world were “inflamed” by the
occupation and Israel’s handling of Christian protests against it, he said.

" He added, however, that mnses by a number of Jewish leaders “have helped Christians to see that
some Jews do understand how seriously Christians are reacting to this effort to change the neighborhood of our holiest
shrine in the holiest of days.”

END

/
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Amanr 33 Sacm.n:_ 1G: Seymgur Reich, Chairman )
&Hﬁ:qua Touacil of Amarice Rabbi Jack Bemporad . Chair SCA
g;gﬁggm" Mr. Herbert Berpan
4212) 63¢-1570 Rabbi Fabiari Schonfeld, Co-Chair ScCA
‘Eurgpean Ssmetlm& Rabbi Jo seph Karasick
Wd sewrihte g Rabbi Wolfe Kelman
;uz;lz"-s;?:ezjﬂ Switredang My a Igrael & 1 noex
e - ) Mr. Elan Steinberg
Rt My Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum .
' , Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
t"‘ : |_ v A '
B"nai B'rizh inteenational From: Dr. Leon A. Feldman
gnn Rhods fuland Ave., N.W, .
ashinaten, DC 10028
02) 8575600 . . 2 -
I;Iaﬁaisr%l:l’lslnmﬁﬂm alﬂcumi!lan cC Rabbi Henr Y Michelman
“Jeruseiein 91,077, [sael Dr. G. M. Rieger
@02 63-92-12 :
Hynagopur Council of Amarics
Lesingten Averue _ : ~

New York, WY 1om8
BE- M= The attached material is the result of & conference o=l
between the members of the sub-committae cr Wadnesday
evening to discuss the latest prugress in the prepavatiung
for the ILC meeting in Prague, September -6, 1930, 2
discussed were the various comments brought forth by
of the constituent agencies of ISCIC and avery efio:?
expended to bring about a consensus.

World Jewish Cangreds
S0 Migdison Avpryg
MNew York, kY 10022
{2) 7555776

The attached memorandum has been prepared by Leon Je;fwsu
and the summary by Rabbi Tanenbaum. The contarts is =

explanatory.

Please review this material very careftully and be
to discuss it at the next IJCIC meeting.

. '~ We urgently need your opinion and decisions so thet ‘he
' proposed draft may be submitted tc the Vatican ang s oy
begin implementing sane. .

- . '~ Thank you for your comments without delay
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?he enclosed draft outline of the orogrem for the Prague conference zeels to
incaporate the various soints of view of all the nerticipsnts in the committes
neetings chaired by Rabbi Jack Bemporad. It slso includes the severailsugg;st:ons
thet hsve coms from Dr. Gerhardt Riegnsr amd Prof. Jean Yadorin in G;neva. o

It 1o a3 close to 8 concensus statement that we have bsen 2w shle to achisve
aft?r months of consultations and discussions betwsen the papresentatives of
- 311" the member organizstions of IJCIC. ' ' '

As you will see, the bistoric sections on the rise and evolution of anti-3emitiso
in the Christiso Weat i3 to0 esta%lish how profound and pervasive are the snti=.n.isa
imzges in Westera Christian ¢uliurs. That is = orecondition for undarateuding '
how central is the responsibility of the Vatlcan (and otherd Chhistisn “odiss)

for continuing to confront thay daleful legsey and how primary is the obligation

%0 continue to uproot its. poisonous sources. _ :

-

X The asactions of the orogram desling with the modern pariod and contemporary
outhreaks of snti-Senitism in the Westera worid is to engble a serioug exsmination
of the interpenetrstion of religious, nationalist, and rzciel anti-Semitism,
agpecially 28 they manilest thamgelves in differing guiges on the present
turbulent Europesn scene, the Nldile E.st, 2nd elsewhere. '

We see this conference a3 s delayed implementation of # comiftments nade =t
sreviaus meetings of the International liasion Committee of the Vatican Secrsteriat
and TJCIC to emaxipe *he history of anti-3smiiism ovar the osst 1,900 years
culminating so tragically in the Shesh,

From those earlisr Lission meetings and the comauniques issued, we look foreanri

1o hhis Prague conference as the basis for the Vatican's promulgeting a declaratiu:
on the highest levsls thst will dedisively repudiate all forms of anti-Seaitisx

axd commit the chuch to a susteined, comprehensive effert remove ikmk the
taproots of anti-Jewish @tiitudes snd behavior and their enti-humsn consequencss
in Europe, both Esst andjest, the Middle Esst, the North American continent, o
elsewhers throughout the' world. In such a serious undertaking, we would 2ledge

our constructive cooperation in evsery appropriate vay.
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DRAFT
NAL AGEN 13 SESS N_OF TH I TERNATION LIAI ON_COMMITTEE
; = _ e

‘ Monday afternoon
1 Septenber 3

"Attitudes of the Church to the Synagogue in the Patristic Period"

. Catholic Speaker: Father Lawrence Frizzell
Jewish Speaker: Professor David Berger

‘Mohday evening
‘Sep embgr 3

'__f"Chrlstlan Attltudes Toward Jews in the Middle Ages"
\

‘Catholic Speaker. Father Pier Francesco Fumagalli

'Jewish Speaker: Prof. Gilbert Dahan, Paris

';JOINT ORKT GROUP BE S P ARING POLICY STA NT AND C ON PRO O%_,.__._':

Tuesday morning : _ *

September 4 _

:“SQurces of Modern Anti—Semitism“

Catholic Speaker: Father Jean Dujardin
erish Speaker: Prof. Jacocb Katz, Jerusalem {will advise next wesek}

Tuesday afternoon
Egmmu___

mHistorical Reflections on the Shoah

Catholic Speaker: Father John Morley ) _

Jewish Speaker: Prof. Raoul Hillberg, (will advise next week)
or -
Prof . Ssaul Friedlander

Tuesday evenlng

ﬁgp;gmber 4

Social event; or receptions
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Wednesday morning
- September 5

- "Christian Spiritual Reflections on the Shoah"
 Catholic speaker: Prof. Henry Cazelles

"The Shoah as Reflected in Jewish Thoughtﬁ
' Jewish Speaker: Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder

Wednesday afternoon

* September 5

‘Reports of witnesses and experts on the Shoah in various countries

Wednesday evening
- Septenber S5 :

gReports continued

§.1 |

‘Thursday moxning

ESegggggg; 6

"Current Upsurge of Anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe (USSR, Poland, Hungary,
:Rumania, GDR, CSR); and Western Europe (Germany, France, Italy, Spain,
|England)" _ ~

.Jewish Speaker: Dr. Lukasz Hirszowicz and/or Dr. Howard Spier and/or Prof.
Antony Polonsky, London

1 Count Coun S f Present M estati of Anti-Semitis
g and Social Responses

Thursday afternoon
September 6

Congrete proposals on action to be undertaken:

1. to further education and public information about the history
of anti-Senmitism; -

2. to counteract present manifestations of anti-Semitism. in their
various forms - religious, racial, political;

3. to combat anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe with special referernce
to the role of the Church and governments in post-totalitarian
societies, ~

wrsday evening

a
Future work and adoption of statement on Catholic and Jewish
responsibilities.
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Wednesday morning

- September 5

~ "Christian Spiritual Reflections on the Shoah"
- Catholic speaker: Prof, Henry Cazelles

- "The Shoah as Reflected in Jewish Thoughtﬁ
- Jewish Speaker: Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder

Wednesday afternoon

 September 5

Reports of witnesses and experts on the Shoah in various countries

. Wednesday evening
- Septembex § :

\;Reports continued
:
- Thursday morning

' 8 epteggg; 6 

"Current Upsurge of Anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe (USSR, Poland, Hungai:,
gRumanla, GDR, CSR), and Western Europe (Germany, France, Italy, Spain,

England)“'
N
-Jewish Speaker: Dr Lukasz Hirszowicz and/or Dr. Howard Spier and/or Prof.
Antony Polonsky, London »
5 Count. Count u of Present Manifestatijons of Anti-Semitism

d Social Responses

}Thursday afternoon

‘September 6

‘Congrete proposals on action to be undertaken:

1. to further education and public 1nformat10n about the hl%fd°'
- of anti-Semitism;-

2. to counteract present manifestations of antl-Semltlsm in *Pe;r
various forms - religious, racial, political;

é - to.combat anti-Semitism in EasternlEurope with special refererce
' to the role of the Church and -governments in post-totalitarian
societies,

~
-

_ Ehursday_evening

Future work and adoptlon of statement on Cathollc and Jewish
responsibilities,

|f g
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Note 1,

: Note 2.

Note 3.

Note 4.

Note 5.

: Note 6.

‘Note 7.

The morning of Monday, September 3, should be reserved for a vis.
to Theresienstadt for all those who would be able to joir. The
excursion takes fouxr hours and there will be no other possibilit.
to arrange it.

We cannot combine the Patristic and the Medieval period in one
topic. This would mean to cut out the paper by Fumagalli and ws
should not antagonize him.

The Jewish speaker on Patristics is not absolutely necessary
unless we have a good candidate. It would be sufficient If one .
the historians could respond.

The idea of establish working groups in _my opinion not
'syitable. This is not a conference, but a meeting of the

. International Liaison Committee and we canncot change this
character. We are 1gterestgd that evervbody should liggen Lo
everything.

In order to meet the purPOSe of the proposal it is suggested that
3 Jew articipants re beforehand concre roposals

oncerning the three sub]ects and present at the beglnnlng of th
meetlng a one page series of proposals.

~

The witnesses and experts should include also one or two non-

Jewish experts who are close to us, such as Professar Eberhard
Jackel who is one of the outstanding German historians of the

Shoah.

Other persons to be invited on our side should include Prof.
Yisrael Gutman for Poland. Professor Rita Thalmann for France znd
Western Europe, Mr. Miroslav Karny for Czechoslovakia, possibly
one for Slovakia, and possible one Jewish representative from
Croatia (I have asked Dr. Kadelburg to recommend one).

It would be a good idea to invite alsoc as an expert on mader:n
anti-Semitism Professor Herbert Strauss, now in New York, #wer if
we do not ask him to prepare a special paper. He could usevi:!ly
contribute to the discussion. -

The draftinq group could passxbly begin masilinyg on wue first
evening and it should present 1ts draft to the meeting of Thursday
evening. o :
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
‘ON lNTER'RELlC_llOUS CONSULTATIONS

To:

" Mr. Seymour Reich

Rabbi Jack Bemporad
Mr. ‘Herbert Berman

- 'Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

Rabbi Joseph Karasick
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman
. Israel Singer
+ Elan Steinberg
Rabbi Marec Tanenbaum
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman: : =

From: = Dr. Leon Feldman
Date: " June 6, 1990

. ces ‘Dr. G. Riegner

Rabbi Henry Michelman

N

~ The attached provisional draft for the IIC meeting in

Prague was received this morning from Fr. P.F. .
Fumagalli. It is self-explanatory.

For ybur convenience, I am sending you for comparison a
copy of the previous IJCIC draft for the ILC agenda.

Subsequently, I had a long telephone discussion with
Dr. G.M. Riegner, who had already received the materlal
and was able to rev1ew it with Fumagalli.

On the basis of this informatlon, I am attaching the
following: - % # :

I. Fumagalli's response/agenda.

,II. = IJCIC's agenda sent to Fumagalli. ./

ITT. _Fumagalli's proposed schedule for the agenda -
as conveyed to- Dr Riegner. .

Please study the agenda carefully and be préﬁﬁr 2d to
discuss it so that we may transmit our reactions to Dr.
Riegner and the Vatican Commission. .

>
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SENT BY:CONSEIL PONT, UNITE' : G ¢-30 & Bi4BAM. ¢ 0030665853685+

FAX : (212) 686 8673
From : Father FUMAGALLI
to : Leon Feldman

13th SESSION OF THE ILC - PRAGUE

e
September 3 « 5 , 1950

- VIBIT TO THERESIENSTADT (7 / te be confirmed)
BESSION I  “"Churgh and Symagogue in the Patristic Period"
SESSION JI “Jews and chriai;una in the Middle Age"
SEESION II1 "Roots of Modern Amti-Semitisn®
BESSION IV *The Shosh"

BSION V  "Current upsurge of Anti-Gemitism®

r

212 G888 B8673:4 1
Creft
June &, 1580
Provisery

CONFIDENTIAL

$ESSION VI  “Reports on the Imlmﬁtétion of the 5 points of tha Common

Frogram established in Rome en 1985"

{+)

-~

Ths sbove ere ohly general indicetions of the topic of esch s8seti

the scholars or experts can give & more sppropriate and final

to their lesture and papers,

Lar

Besides to the main session 1-8 a Joint Werking Group will bs estas’ . @ - an

(%) Progrem for continuing study;

{2) Fron<em) £ - 7 ~ie.,
[3J Dfﬂfting of & Fo®se.Die . ..
Flezar sy -~ pe L8 r Eocems an this gereral
.‘- .'.“f“' .
S G
8. Comee.ning s P oadee vien ©F oetre metets" next nNouvemnar 4. )
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Ir -+ . speaker: - - -3fesgo’ TRviL ATer

SESEION 1Y
T an 23Can ' 86 ioward Jews in Toe Hiddle tgasd”

(ROL4o Spesswe: Futher Piir Frapor. o

‘reigh Bpecitar - Prof. Gllbert Mot
JOINT FORKING GROUD AB:1w: ricas™F 7T 2 AWTEMENT ANQ ACTION BROPSSAMI
RTSSIW X35 . end

Fancse 2 ;s;:it':a%\ :.I-Sanitiau“

; ’ o
& &%, i3 e, zersr: Father Jean Lujar. . ) . - d ey e
I . sSpeakXerr prof, Jasoh Takz, J eaian fWill edis, mrug siga

CLPEIRN TV
upistorical Leflectioss on the Gheawn

eatholic Spemker: F.zks - Toha Barle

Jewish speaReri Frof. Rati. 4i_basp, (wili sdvise next weak)
or
#vai. daul Friedlander

R8EIQN ¥ e
Hoeuris TR (R . AV R -
REBLION V1
nchyistian Spiritual Reflections on the Ehoah®
Ccatholic speaker: Prof, Henxy Cazel.ea *n
nTha Shosh as Refiected im Jewish Thought” } )
ueWisSn BpesaRer: Dr. Gooffrey Wigoder ~
BESBIQN WII ' .
%

Reports of witnesses and exparts on the Shoab in various countries

BESBION FIIX !
Reports continued

“Current Upsurge of Anti-Semitisn in Eagtarn B (USSR, Peland, Hung
théit:::i“m‘ CER}) ;s and Western Burope (Gearmaty, ce, - Italy, Biahn, o

Jewish Speaker: Dr. Iukasz Hirssowlez and/or Dr, Howard Spier and/or Prof.
. Antony Poleonsaky, london '.. g =

Congrets prupssals on actlon to be undertaken:

1. teo further edvucation and public informat about .
of Innti-smlumi P i A N Neakaxy

2., to oountaract present manifestations of anti-Bemitism in their
vericws forma - religious, racial, political;

3. to combat anti-Semitiss in Rastexn Burope with speaial rafersnce
to the role of the Church :md governtents in post~totalitarian

socieklea. .
Puture work and adoption of ' ' ]
responeibilities. WESKRNE o CROL LR A deviah
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FUMAGALLI'S PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR AGENDa
AS CONVEYED TO DR. RIEGNER

Monday, September 3 : : e
Opening - in the afternoon.

‘Session I - in the afternoon. )
"Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Pericar

"

- Session II ~ in the evening. o
( “"Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages®
a '; enber
Session III -~ in the morning
"Roots 5f Modern Anti~Semitism®
Session IV'(l) « in the afteavncon.

Session IV (2) - in the evening.
Reception - Social ¥
Begin working group - Steering Commlttee

Wednesday, September 5 | R

'Seséion iv (3) - in “the mbrhiﬁg '
“"The Shoah as Reflected in chrxstlan and Jewish Thoug-
ht (5] 5

Sesgion IV (4) - Witnesses
continue working group-Steering Commliitas

Thursdav, September &

Session V (1) - in the morning.
"Current Upsurge of Anti-Semitism”

Seasion ¥ (2) = in the afternocon.
Continue "Current Upsurge of Anti-Semitise?®

Sessicn VI - in the evening.
Implementation and- Conclusion
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Following for your information is 3 éravt of a letter based on the
I1JCIC meeting of this morning.

FAX TRANSMISSION SHEET

Pages sent: 3 : Cincluding cover sheet.

If there are any preoblems with this transnissicn, please'call
212-686-8670.

The Synagogue Council fax number iss 212-RLE€E~B873.
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INTERNATI(Y ALji:WI"h COMMITTEE
ON INTERRLDLIGHOUS CONSULTATLHME
April 2, 18%o
His Excellency
Archbkishcp Edward bd~s1d}
Pre=s=ident
Commissicn on Pexlg¢o 33 Ralations
with the Jews
I-00120 Vatican City
Dear Archbishop Cassidy, i j =

According to reports reazching us frem the media, a
meeting is to be held during the first week of April at
the Vatican City between Pope John Paul II and Yasir
Arafat, the PLO chief.

As you are undoubtedly awarsz, given our clearly StaL“d
poesition in the past, such a meeting raises. the most
profound concerns within the Jewish community worldwide
and constitutes a serious setback to the cause of mutual
understanding and respect which we have hoth saught te
achieve through our commen dialogue.

Beyond our suhbtantive okjection to this meeting -- which
- iny the moral stature of the Pope --
it ralses the most sericus procedural questlons. -

It will be recalled that the crisis prevoked by the ke
Je meeting between the Pops and Kurt Waldheim in 1987
resulted in a joint communigue issued in Rome'qy ggic
and the Commissicon for Religious Relations with the Taus
folliowing their meeting »n August 31, 1387,

The Commission noted <that "Ythe Catholic delegstion
acknowledged the seriousness of the Church's
sensitivity to those Jewish c¢oncerns" regarding ths
Waldhein meeting.

Accordingly, agreement was reached 'so that Ifuture
misunderstandings would be avoided and that neither =zide
would be taken by surprise in areas of obvious concern.
We refer specifically to the so-called

“gpecial mechanism” provision of the comnunigue:

"In view of recent controversies and to avoid future
misunderstandings, Cardinal Willebrands envisaged the




development os a special mechanism that would more
closely follow trends and concerns within the world
Jewish community and improve contacts and collaboration
where the need arises, including contacts with the

Secretariat of State. The Jewish delegation in turn
committed itself to adapt its own structures as
appropriate." Iﬁu}

We must therefore, . state that we view this

development as not only substantively harmful to the
cause of dialogue but wholly inconsistent with the agreed
upon. procedural mechanics designed tc avoid such

tensions., h £
We lcok forward to your response and hope you share our
sense of urgency.

Yours- very sincerely

. 8eymour Reich
Chairman

ce: His Eminence Cardinal Casaroli o £
Secretary of State
vatican City
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‘Seymour Reich

_ec: Dr. Gerhard Riegner

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITITEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIDNS

arasick, Henry D.
Marc Tanenbaun,
man, Mr. Seyumour
« Ilan Steinberg

1) ILC/Program in Prague

f

Minutasg of
\ meeting

1

\

2) Fax Jboy 5% to Arg .i.,éhop E.J. Cassidy,
5,{‘ ) ‘ D /
4) Memq'f Profig Jean Halpekin, 5/10/50

’ .r".
5) Revised. IJ 9.’1 rogz;;:m‘é’:zge‘gt ipn.
Please r'espnnd‘w::-i;t / c:i' _;m‘ﬁients ap =s=oon ag possible.

Thank you fos yout co-b_;;eration




1JCIC
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 3
FRTDAY, MAY 11, 1990 |

Rabbis:
Remporad
Faldman
Karasick
Michelman
Schonfeld
Tanenbaum

_ Waxman

R Mr. Herbert Berman

TR

AMERICAN JEWISH
| A "‘b r l.: o ‘! F 5 323?“-5)’?.

- T!t!muded by R 4 @ the receipt
of a memorand . ﬁ * 1‘ é Qﬂ_ 1990 -

materials anc

Mr
Mr
Mr

Rabbi Bemporad chairgs t@ 138 hetause ofFBeymour Reich's
unforeseen absence.

After a brief summary, the purBcaalef thls pxtraordinary
meeting, to review the jram Sion AgUbmitted by Rabbis
Tanenbaum and Waxman, as we as iBhe ies of puggested Jewish
speakers in light of§ those nomesSpFepcsed by tfia Catholic side,
Herpert Berman on'\b f of his S¥dney KwesteT}And Rabbi

Karasjick, stated h,; satisfa@lion and goncgrn of his
organization about th Uésen.ﬁ Pposals @ igplied a
possible veto by the O ’::Vz

Rabbi Schonfeld reviewed tne f 1ead.1.nq toj the "urgency" of
the present meeting, and asked clarificatipn of the back- !
ground for Rabbi Michelman's memos dated may 7fand 10 -
respectively. Rabbi Michelman responded that priginally a N
conference call about the revised program proppsal would have 2
sufficed, however, to due Prof. Halperin's memp and telephone ]
conversations by Dr. Feldman with Dr. Riegner gnd Fr. Fumagalli, .

it became necessary to hold an urgent meeting pf the sub-
- committee.

- w
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Rabbi Schonfeld also expressed concern about

structure, but emphasized that the RCA as well

to agree to the ILC meeting in Prague, however|

conditions exist. Unless those are met, he
: name of the RCA to the Prague meeting.

t#a—present

wﬁa ohject in the

las OU would want
| certain pre-

dh;Rahbi Karasick
RCA formulation.

b - Herbert Berman, after further discussion in
i participated, stated that the OU agreed tc the
Rabbi Bemporad reiterated the conditions:
| a. that the TLC meeting in Prague shoulg
I acadenic meeting,
b. IICEBReXpects fron JERE SBean a sta
Chugeht SPENS: L1t ; '
[ a B i = tia) s} X £
';; gent !{ § ( .f"\it. ! *‘J ‘ !.'. "51"--' v
: cou
k ‘
' tha men l-l ! -‘yl [5
\ ¢ 6 0 06
The above was e S{WoNT Re e

(4

§ T 2ayohbishop EdVard

In light of the abo
Schonfeld and Herber
warranted, although tH

- Rabbi Schonfeld addressedfain
revision of the \progtam andgg ,
Halperin memo, He id if th esaj
meeting is under jon.

,' dﬂéﬂ
ointw sLdl_

q

e

| Tt was the concensus\¥ \ W
5 small group be ampowerad go to Rome’\p~dibﬂ
' difficulties betore a fi nal qgﬁa’%;ﬂ T Jarﬂlng

reached, .

!l

Sv y
! 4 -
F \

the vatican Commission
1d proceed with preparation

Tt was agreed tha
proposal, IJCIC 'w

on the other hand \if our efforts fail K 1JCIC
participation. \

1 2" )
Rabbi Tan iy »d+¢a‘atar1ng Rabbi Schonfeld

concerns, empdasized the -
s@nsiti7e p

for the g

point

Jess with the Vatican, and pursue

7

“i!!!!!D- and/

Uss Tis

not pbe a strictly

the

H

ild

Semitism in
e's energing

— i,

to

pemorandum

t Rabbi
meeting ¢

—

paAum a:

-

Nnd Waxman
4 and 5
the TILC

..h!“:')

L&

angende;

the ILC meeting

5 reservations and

that we must engage in this

what

1K

0[11"_.1'




.elements,

‘presented by Prof. Halperin.

Rabbi Waxman reviewed the background of previo
IJCIC with the Vatican Commission, the discuss
Vatican statement emerging from our joint cons
which had been committed in previous outlines,
of logical or not logical reasons, the meeting
postponed.

Now, Rabbi Waxman contended, IJCIC is introduc

a. personal testimony and

b. anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe.

i

he contacts of
fons a2bout &
hltations, ali ot
but for a wariet
has been twica

ing several new

He felt that, if the Catholic side arcspts IJCEC's demands i
will be reflected in the Cathelic side's preseptations, +h-»

Jewish papers msut then respond to the Catholi

Dr. Feldman briefly reported on his telephone

LS .

ponversaticl:

Fr, Fumagalli, in which the latler confirmed the summary a

He noted that,

Cassidy would be inclined to accept the propos
inclusion of anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe a
in the agenda, he was not in agreement to chan
format of the ILC program. Furthermore, he i

comeission would discuss some. of. the. points-witl

of Stdte, especially the statement "in whateve
— on anti-Semitism, which we’ should not expect ‘s
pastoral letter or encyclical, but may be inck
by the Pope, in a homily.

Herbert Berman again speaking in the name of ¢
right to make a decision for his organization
program for Prague would be presented in its e
wanted to know the names of and the respective
the Jewish speakers proposed. He also emphasi
the "a priori" intention of the OU to weto the
reiterated his organization's position about t!
Vatican to have some of the Jewish concerns pl
burner, while the Catholics push their own of
vis-a—v1s the Jews.

ile Archbishcyp
1 regarding the

e the entire
icated that his
the Secretariat

soon as a
ded, if consented

~

nly afterxr ha
hHe alsce
backgrounds, of
ed that it is non
conference. He
e efforta of the
ced on the back
interest

a "separate item"

‘form" by the Pope

Herbert Berman also supported the motion to sehd a dplbgatlcn ko
Rome to clarify and work out the proqram in plpce of uuchanges a3
fax.

Rabbi Karasick also expressed agreement to sen% a delegation Lo
Rome to save time.

He added that in the present situation, we Je sit on & powoey
keg (eg, U.S. condemnation of Israel); the Vatfican's positiure
regarding Jerusalem; the rise of anti-Semitism|all over the
world, etc. We Jews need friends not new enemfes. Thus a threast
of cancellation of “he Prague peeting, demandihg as =

-
il
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these groups could also veto proposals made hej

3. ?hurch must get involved in facing these |

M 1 ¢ St U
: y =

pre-condition the Church's admission of guilt j
the condemnation of anti-Semitism, may virtual]
position and not improve it.

ln the Shoah and
lY endanger our

He urged that we seriously review whether our position would

create more enemies of the Jews.

Rabbi Waxman remarked that if the OU-RCA offer
and Conservative group would go on alone. He a]

a veto, the Reform
|so noted that
re by the Orthodox

side. Herbert Berman responded that the OU and
undexr the assumption that IJCIC would go to Pr

RCA are operating
gue but that the

organization should be aware of the reservatiofs and concerns of
his organization and that a veto may need to b¢ applied.

Rabbi Tannenbaum proposed . .certain changes in t'é'?amuéiii agenda.

h 3 Combing the two session of Patristic and

one session. .
2. To stress racial anti-Semitism,

nd Medieval into

-

| ssues.

He also urged that the revised program be tranSmitted to

Archbishop Cassidy and Fr, Fumagalli.

Rabbi Schonfeld observed that the was in agreepent with Rabbi

Rarasick's position. he pointed out, however,
different problem to face in this matter than |
both organizations agree on the principle poinf

He stated emphatically, that the RCA wduld no
unless the Catholic Church -,

a. Adnmits its guilt in the Shoah, and

b. Issues a statement on anti-Semitism prior
date.

that the RCA had a
the OU, .although

:s.
N

go to Prague
L]

oo

to the ILC meeting

Rabbi Schonfeld would also approve of Rabbi Ta
agenda for the Prague meeting if it meets RCA
if the program would discuss the issue of curr
the RCA would look favorably on going to Pragu
obviously the other conditions would have to b

He also expressed deep concern on the contents
Halperin's memo. He cited, eg., that the Pope

Mexico where he alloted only fifteen minutes t(
the Jewish representatives. The rabbis boycot]

henbaum's proposed
6als. Furthermore,
nt anti-Semitism,
, adding that
met.

of Prof.,

is presently in
b a meeting with
ted this meeting.




Rabbi Tanenbaum explained that the ILC meeting:is the beginning
of a process and the goals may not be achievedlat this first '
encounter. It may have to take 3 meetings of onsultations, but
here is the first step as suggeésted by the Fumagalli agenda, but
which need revisions.

Rabbi Schonfeld asked that the Church be requegted to indicate
what it expects to come out of the ILC meeting]and then IJCIC

could respond. He noted categorically that thege concerns be 2
"joint" statement at the outset.
Rabbi Schonfeld reiterated the following pointg:
1. agreed to Tanenbaum-Waxman proposed agenda)
2. Vatican statement on anti-Semitism prior tp conference.
3. Vatican to announce ILC meeting separately|on its own.

» 4. IJCIC make separate annguncement. g . o

5. Objected to the length of the ILC meeting;|{a schedule from
Monday ~ Thursday was too long.

" He also endorsed the proposal to combine the P
Medieval periods, and that the second session
itself to the Early Modern Period, leading int
Period.

the Modern

Rabbi Bemporad agreed that if IJCIC's agenda p
accepted by the Vatican Commission, there woul
to Rome; if there is no agreement, a trip to
necessary.

oposals ate
be no need to g0
pbme would be

_Rabbl Waxman proposed the followzng schedule fbr the ILC mee;ing:

i

5} Flrst and second sess;ons to be’ combined

b. Third and fourth sessions to deal with ear

‘ y modern (from
1492-1789) period and then with the Modern perf

od.

¢. PFifth session - Personal Witness

d. Sixth session - current upsurge of Anti-Sepitism.

=

LBd 268 TTTONM0D - IND0EENAS BT:60 B6. T Ak



.

Amarican Sacratariat
Synagopus Councl &f Amarice
327 Lexinglon Avenoy

Naw York, MY 1001

. 12120 626-3570

Europaan Seeratariat
World Jewish Cangrens

1 Rue da Varambp

210 Ganswe 29, Swivsrsad
L N-O-X

Cemtllunn_x;&;ondu

™ B'noi 8'rth Intarns ong]

0 Rhode ixland Are, N
&biﬂﬂm DE S
(202} 857-8880 1

Tha tara! Intarfuith Asgogiation
PO.B. 7728

Jenawiem ILO7, [zraed

AR -52-1

. Synagogue Couned of Amaricy
J27 Lasington Avanye :
Naw York, NY 1001
Qo) E2E-8579

'Wﬂﬂ) Jywish Congrazs
501 Madlzon Avenus
Naw York, NY 10832
mmu&nu

: -~
By,

F

T
a

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE

ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTA]T

1990
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His Excellency

Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy

President

Commission for Religious Relations
With the Jews

I-00120 Vatican City

Your Excellency:

I plan to telephone you tomorrow mor
to suggest the following:.

1%

" which has been scheduled to
in Prague, to include curre
in Eastern Europe and ways
that concern, and

Modification for the agenda

HONS

DR. LzoX A, TLLLOT
Cozsultant

hing,

of the ILC

take place \
kt anti-Semitism :
£ addressing '

With the aim of having Pop

at the earliest opportunit
. his concerns about recent

of anti~Semitism in Easter

John Paul\II
publicly state
nifestations
Europe.

I look forward to your continued intprest and cooperation.

Very sincerely yours,

Seymoﬁr-neich

" Chairman %
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TELEX 26 OR 78 Al

EF -h
G-

. _“DATE :
NUMBER -QR-RAC
TO 3
MESSAGE 1% Riegner i{pformed rumagalli ] ‘ ishes the issue of present
antisamitio trends, pargiculw E P2, Ito be Included on thsa

| agenda ofrthe forthcominghIlc 138 diniPracuss Hd asked him to convey this
requeat td~Cassidy and to'§ Sacrstar: ' dBthte g0 that the lacrer could
prepare tﬁlir position for --i-{a hlg statament on Hads subject.

i.l:l thoughe that this could best be hand
cuu'ant 1 sues within 9 geners] fa@mewcrk of ghe
V IEG m.é!. -o : _ ""F--

et

gc ‘under the topic of
jopic selected for the

1 expects & for&
that tha feneral topic "Nistori
should indlude 2 special dilcuiui antisemitic trends at the present Cime,

\ parcicula®ly in the light of recent developments in [pome Castern European
countriss ¥ This would be in accordance with the "esgreblished practice of TLC
to serve am g forusm for the exchange of information hnd general discussion of
important - abpical 1ssuts of cowmon-concern raised b aitlwr side".

"r

fumagaili also requested to be supplied with fartual information to serve

as a ond for this particular item and we shalll provide him with such -

_\ informatdon' from here, the more so that A report on fhat matter has just been

prepared _-ﬁ_tha 1JA,

Thn'ﬁi thus no nesd to change the title of the main rnpic gince thig
‘-,add:l.t:lm!.itm fits wall within the general topic,

religious digdensions of anti-semitisn"

% aup‘n 1 weshing from LJCIC explaindng
n o

al

I amFtill waiting to receive from you the 1nf:r-utiorn requésted yesterday.
It 18 indesd urgent to start contacting the speskers| chosen on our side so that
they aou].d-b- properly briefed.
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SHISTORIDAL AND RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONY OF ANTI-SEMITISM"]

= "Attitudes of the Church teo +ha Synagcgue in the

Patristic Peried"
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Fr. Pisr Frangeann FUMAGALLI
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' HISQGRICLL

SEPTE

Firast session »

Sacond Session -

Third Session -

-

b
2 ; Fourth sessien -
\ ’ [
Fifth SaaﬁiTrl -
sixth Session -
‘Workgroup Session
Frg !
¥ o

é:m

: Jeawish Speaker

LIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF

Sourges of Anti-Jewish attif

Chrif'tian Traditions
(Paﬁrist_ic period; Medieval 'j
Jawish Svaakers

David Berger
Jarsmiah Cohen

Christian Attitudes and Behay
in tha Early Modern (1492=17

the Medern Pericd (18th cen
Hitlex)

Jewish _Speakei
Jacob Katza

' ~SEMITISH
=4+5-6, 19250 (Monday-Thru y)
& GUE

udes in Western

raditions)

9) period and in
, 19th cent. to

‘iior Towards Jevs

Historical Reflections on th+ Sheah

Raoul Hillberg
Saul Friledlander

Parsonal HWitnesses

Jewish survivioras from co
Nazis witness to their exper

current upsurge of anti-s
Eurcpa (USSR, Poland, Hunga
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

memorandum

nr | Mr. Seymour Reich, Rabbi Bemporad, Karasick, Kelman,

i Schonfeld, Tanenbaum, Waxman, Messrs. Slnger/Ste1nberg.
from: Dr. Leon Feldman

%uqmcr IJCIC/Vatican Prague Conference

ﬁhﬁr 10 May 1990

L |

Please note that because of important developments subsequent
to the sub-committee meeting of Tuesday last, (attended by
Rabbis Waxman, Tanenbaum and Feldman) - the memo just received
.from Professor Jean Halperin requires an urgent meeting to
discuss the next steps to be taken in preparation of the ILC
program for Prague. ' -

Therefore, we will meet tomorrow, Friday, May 11 ‘at ib A.M. in
: the offices of the Bynagogue Council
{ ' '
: Please note, THAT THIS COMMUNICATION CANCELS THE TWO PREVIOUS
MEMOS SENT BY FAx (DATED MAY 7 AND 8).

This meeting tomorrow is urgent because several of our col-
leagues will be out of town next week attending conventions,
thus we cannot afford to wait almost until the end of next week
for a meeting.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest.

v

cc: Rabbi Henry D. Michelman L/} , , .t

Dr. Leon Feldman
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IJCIC SUB-COMMITTEE
WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1990

Present: Rabbis Mordecai Waxman, Mare H. Tanenbaum,

Leon A. Feldman

Execused Absence: Rabbis Jack Bemporad, Wolfe Kelman

1.

2.

7.

Rabbi Tanenbaum submitted a revised pro ! i
: it gram suggestion for
the ILC in Prague, which is attached. J

It was also discussed that the opening of the ILC could not
take place before Monday afternoon, September 3 as Shabbat
ends too late to make flight connections.

Consideration should also be given to rearrange the sessions

.to make time for:

‘a. Visit to Theresienstadt, and .
. b. Reception by Jewish Community President of CSR ~
/©+ Visit to historic sights of Jewish interest

It was suggested that the visit to Theresienstadt should
take place before the session entitled "Personal Witness".

Re: Speakers

a. It was suggested to involve the IJA in London to find
specialists on the East European situation. \

b. To consult Dr. Riegner and Professor Jean Halper}n to
find specialists for the issues in various sessions.

additional names were considered for some of the sessions:

Patristic: Professor Hichael J. Cook, Hebrew University
Dr. Norman Solomon

Medieval: Professor Jeremy Cohen
Professoxr Michael Signer

Shoa: tessese. Minervi

>

In a telephone call in the absence of Yehuda Bauer, Dr.

Geoffrey Wigoder provided the following names from Hebrew
University for consideration: :

Patristic: Dr. Gedalyah Struma
Dr. Yeshayahu Gafni

N

Early Modern: Dr, Dov Kulka
' Dr. Steve Asheim .
Prof. S. Simonson, Tel Aviv
Prof. Simon Schwarzfuchs, Bar Ilan
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HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOMS DRENSIONS OF AHTI-SEMITISH ' !
= AN INTI}{DISCI'PLDMRY EXAMINATION
Septonbar Topmbemb 1990 (F‘:n,l-v';.;_',""?“l-m':d".'_f}_, Prujus . : o

T om e ayoe

Introductien

First Session - Sources of Anti-

-

dowiah Atiitudes In Western Ghristlan Traditioms
(Patristic perind, Medisval Traditions, Early M®darn Pesrlod)-
BrofriohsolGese—HUL) . Prof. Jareniah L‘ohsr(g!‘. Devid Borgar,

Rev. Lawronte Frizzsil (Satoa Hall)

Msgr. P. F, Fumagall! (Rome)
Second Sagsfion ~ Christian Attitudes and 3shavior Toward Jews in the Modarn taricd et
’ A

(PoST=TTench Revolution )

+
Prof. Peter Gey (?), Prof, Fritz 3Starn (CoTumhia), h-or_‘,& 1ate .vh (Hase ™

Prof. Jacob Katd  prop pylger {Oxford), £rnast_Pavel (Msrzl autho:)
- George %srkley (Univ 6f Mass., auther, "Vienna end its Jowe")

Third Sesston ~ Historieal Reflectfons on the Jhoah

Reoul Hillberg, Seul Frtedisnder, Dévid Wyman (7), Luck Davidouiez 17
Rodart Jay Lifton (Phychohistorian)

Fourth Session = Personal Witneisas {7
Jewigh 3urvivors from Countries ocenpied by Nazls witness i :
to thelr expariencea Coristien experisaces '

Fifth Sesaionm = Current ugaurgs of anti-Semitism in Esstern mr;pa (85SR, Polarél, Hbipgsry,.
' Romania, GDR, Czechoslovakia), Wastaran Burone (Germany, Francs, Engand,
Spain, Italy, ate.)}, sxplering role of Church and State 1n combatting
alliance of fervid natiénelisms with anti<Jewish threats nnd behevic:.

~Prof. Antony Polonsky (Hwiwvxefx Lominn Schnol of Esonomics) '
Preparation of gtrategy to uproot religlons and raclal sourses of nr. . Jomi

Sicth Gession — The Shoah ag reflected in Jawish '~ ~_ _.  Thought
Geoomy $igoder {Jerusales), Hot.zkin {Bagton)

- WORKGROUP3-=~ three wrkgroupn \dli he established at the outset of the conferance
to focus and deepen disoussio-n »f 1ssues, and to propose sormssis Tvisg.rens
for follow-ups ‘ .

1) ¥orkgroup on furthering siucation and public informeticon a‘wsst h-
bistory of anti-Semtiam in Westarn culture;

2) VWarkgreup reviewing present manifestionstions of anti~CSomitimm
in their verious forms - religicus, reolsl, politicel, enmi nmmswng
steps Lor counteraction

3) Vorkgroup fecusing on speais) features.of Eastwrn European ant.i=-[\'1'.v_‘a"'
upsurge, axaaining specisl role of church and governmentw in ngroesi -
snté—Semitism in post-totalitsrien, newly "demooratic” goeisitis:

==ratoptiona
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

May 9, 1990

Fax:

TO:  Professor Jean Halperin _
FROM: Dr. Leon Feldman | ‘

Pursuant to our conversat;on this norning, I would
apreciate it if you would summarize for me by fax th
high points of Dr. Reigner's conversation with '
Fumagalli and also indicate exactly what the letter -
communication should contain concerning the change o
the emphasis of the ILC program and related activiti

' I have to submit this to Seymour Reich and to ouy

subcommittee detailing the program preparation.

I am sendlng you in return, the suggestions submitte
by Rabbi Tanenbaum subsegquent toc our Thursday meetin
in which Dr. Reigner participated. We urgently need
names of speciallsts to be invited as speakers for ti

various subjects.
Thank you for your cooperation.

IDr. Leon Feldman

PS: I am sorry I could not provide you with the.
request for information, as I am today at Rutgers.
However, I will be at the Synagogue. Counoil tomorrow,

Thursday, Mau 10.
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OF AMERICA

427 LEXINGTON AVENUE o NEW YORK, NV 10018
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{212) B88-8670 » Facsimile (212) 686-8673

To
Mr. Seymour Reich
Rabbi Jack Bemporad -
Mr. Herbert Berman

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld
Rabbl Joseph Karasick

Rabb1 Wolfe Kelman

AMERICAN IEWISH
ARCHIVES

® prematurely earlier
e Chairman of thne
Affairg committee,

2 J
orrecthhs and
s do not/conslider it the

N _r"

{&takenly included.

1

agenda we

;”
s€nd to you as soon as
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oy 5 " INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 7 e
- ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIQNS

{Chaiman | ' To: " ‘Rabbi Jack Bemporad

i Mr. Herbert Berman
% Ra abian Schonfe

|madians Somviat. Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

|27 Liziogton Asence 7 Rabbi Joseph Karasick

! (217) §86-8670 - Rabbi Wolfe Kelman

| European Socrotarist - . Mr. Israel Singer -
1mﬁﬂﬂhﬂf"' . * Mr. Elan Steinberg .

£ 1 Genen 20, Swiczurand Rabbi Marc Tanenbaun

S Rabbi Mordecai Waxman

Constituent Agencies
5 4 From: Mr. Seymour Reich, Chairman * / --

. VR | ' . Leon A, Feldman

£°na} B°nith Internmtional '

el ol Date: . June 7, 1990

{202) 857-85%0 A A A
i The lsrasl Intarfaith Associatioa ool Dr. G. Riegner )

. SUATY. bt ' Rabbi Henry D. Michelman

102) 63-82:12
|$rumn|6mdﬂmn ) )
3 o Yo Y RO There will be a very :.mportant meeting of the Sub-Committee
2R 8541670 for the ILC meeting agenda in Prague on THURSDAY, JUNE 14
; Wond Jewish Cangress at 10:00 A.M. IN THE OFFICES OF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL.
| e

The agenda will be devoted primarily to a review of the
draft proposal submitted by Father P.F. Fumagalli and the
other relevant materials which have been sent to you on

It is of utmost importance that you study the material and.
become familiar with the suggested program so that we may
arrive at a clear position vis-a-vis the Vatican Commission
in preparation for the Prague meeting. Once we reach a’
definitive position, we will be able to convey our decision
to Dr. Riegner and to Archblshop Edward J." Cassidy,.
President of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews.

Thank you for your cooperation.

P.S. We have received several 1nqu1re5 as to the dPydllS'
pertaining to session VI (¢f. Fumagalli's draft of:
June 4), which- is entitled T"Reports on the.
Implementatiops of the Five Points of the CQmmon
Program Established in Rome in 1985."

I am enclosanq herew;th copy of the above five polnts,:

| culled from the volume Fjifteen Years of Catﬁgl;g-Jew&sh'
: : Dialoque: 1970-1985 (p. XIX).
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Historical Note . _ 0%

At the end of its 12th meeting in Rome in 1985, the ILC committed itseli 10
a programme of action for the immediate future. 'ﬂ:esaxmampomtsof this
programme are:

1. to disseminate and explain the achievements of the past two decades to
our two comsmunities;

2. to undertake an effort to overcome the residues of indifference, resistance
and suspicion that may still prevail in some sections of our communities;

3. to work together in combatting tendencies toward religious extremism:
and fapaticism;

4, to promote conceptual c]anﬁeationu and theological reflection in both

~ communities and to create appropriate forums acceptable to both sides, in, which

this reflection can be deepened; '

5. to foster cooperation and common sction for justice and peace; |

6. to undertake 3 joint study of the historical events and theologica! impli-
cations of the extermination of the Jews of Europe during World Way 11 (fre-
quently called the “Holocaust” or, in Hebrew, Sh04b).
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& 4 4 the Vatican . ~ |
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DRAFT

Naw York, NY - . 1 ;
The Vatiénn - A high level cenfarence of international Catholic

and Jewish religious leaders and scholars will convene in Prague,

and contemporary anti-

achings.

the Vatican

“x ’S ‘\‘ .I’;
Committee. Tﬁh;’f;olic and wish parthégggﬁts will come frcm
\ 4
\ /
" North and South Améqeca’yg '
' - N w A\ -

Special enmphasis de? &e_,a‘fﬁur day meeting will be on
H-._\___‘_.f'

__current out breaks of anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union on other -

eastern Eurcpean countries. The meeting will also hear first hand

tastiﬁany'fron Jewish holocaust survivors and Catholics who helped

Jews in their escape from the Nazis and Nazism.



e 42

"Jews and Catholics must work c¢losely togsther stamping out

all hatreds in the world but especially anti-Semitism® asserted
seymou? Reich, chairman of 1JCIC from Great Weck, NY. He believed

““that this gathering of Vatican and Jewish experts marks an

important step "meeting the endous challenge re-educating

the thousang and Catholics

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

much together in

all over the

He bel golicism can do

d's great issues in

areas of health,
(insert “sta::?ant Ficial
\2 n
Speaker at the an @qtﬁ& on Monday, September 3

include: Father Lawrence Pf&t&eﬁi Assistant Professor, Jewish-

Christian Studies Departme
NT, who will introduce the discussion on the Church and Synagogue

in the Patristee Period followed by a presentation an "Jews and

i N
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Christians in the Middle Ages " by Father Pier Francisco Fumagallds = st

i Secretary of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations with

the Jews and a commentary by. Professor Leon Feldman

and the Synagogue

ica Interreligi onsultant to IJCIC.

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
> ® & ¢

re¢ Tannenbaum

a pe  MRoots of

A A
v o @ ®© L J

i
Modern anti-Semiti

|

Friedlander

f

On Tuesday, Sep

Father John Morléy_

J
Tel &viy University and

Y
O

| —— 1;5a,i;pré;éhb’”Historical Reflections

on the Shoah". D

In the afterncon "The Shoah in Christian and Jewish Thought"

will be presented by Dr, Gecffrey Wigoder

and Professor Gazalles
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The final two days will be devoted %o the holocaust witness
from Eastern Europe and other countries, a current report on the

new upsurges of anti-Semitism in Eastern Eurcpe from Jewish experts

-

on action guidad I

'AMERICAN JEWISH ES
S AKCHIVES

the Catholic community and

and discussiar

The na greeting by

a visit to the forn Jsle: a AP "2t Pheresienstadt.
e concluded recently in

the Vatican with ﬁga_bbi Lawranp\e.,l_,"m, chairman of

L)

If;tarreliqious Aff 1%5“ the agogu council of America, Dr.
2, T

Gerhardt Riegner, Gaz{évg, 977‘;-& ‘(\ »

World Jewish Congress and Professor Leon A. Feldman, SCA-IJCIC

Consultant, representing IJCIC and Cardinal Johannes Willebrands,
president emeritus of the Vatican Commission, Bishop Pierre Duprey,

(title), and Rev. Dr. R. G. Robeson (title) representing the

-
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vVatican,

Meetings and private consultations between IJCIC and the
Vatican Commission have been“held on a regular basis for the past i

twenty three years to discuss problems of mutual concern.

AMERICAN JEWISH S
ARCHIVES '
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Herbert Berman
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld .
Rabbi Joseph Karasik |

Rabbi Wolfe Kelman

Israel Singer

Elan Steinberg

Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum ‘
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman £

FROM: Leon A. Feldman

CC: Rabbi Henry D. Michelman
Dr. G,M. Riegner

REMINDER:

AGENDA :

BUDGET:

NEW ITEM:

A very important meeting of the Sub-Cdmﬁittee for the ILC
meeting in Prague

THURSDAY morning, JUNE 14, at 10 o clm:k

in the offices of the SynaSOgue Council of America

Review of the program for the ILC and, hopefully, to reach
a final agreement pertaining to the Prague meeting agenda.
(The final draft is enclosed).

The three constituent agencies will have te share the expenses
for the invited lecturers, discussants, witnesses, etc¢. travel,
housing, and meals. Each agency is expected to cover the costs
of its own delegates/participants. (An estimated budget is in
preparation);

In"Fr. P,F, Fumagalli’s racent ¢ mied June 4, he added the
following P.S. CONCERNING THE CC. -ORATION OF "NOSTRA AETATE,
NEXT NOVEMBER ‘14-15, 1990. IT WOULs AE XELPFUL FOR ME TO ENOW
YOUR AGREEMBNT, AT LEAST IN GENERAL (PRINCIPLE), TC THE PROPOS~
ED SCHEDULE, BEFORE MAKING FURTHER STEPS. Thank you, (A copy of
Fumagalli's program proposal is enclosed).



PRUIOSED SCHEDULE FOR INTERNATIONAL LIATSON

COMMITTEE - PRAGUE, SEPTEMBER 3-6, 1990
londay. September 2

Visit to Theresienstadt (for those present)
Opening ~ in the afternoon.

session I - in the afterncon.

"Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period"
Fr. L. Frizzall/Prof. David Berger

Session II - in the evening.
"Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages”
Fr. P.F. Fumagalli/Prof. G. Dahan

L L Sad o DT &l

Session ‘9‘ orning

AMAERICAN IFWISH

: ardey/

e AKC nl\cs

5! gommittae to work on
& of a possible

L. -

f;- La program of continuing
B P

e ristian and Jewish

3V (3)]
Thou

. Prof. a. T '3. wigoder .
’ s.uion w (4/ of Witnessas from various
countries

Reports continue (if necessary) from working group
Stearing Committes continues

Session V (1) - in the morning.
"Qurrent Upsurge of Anti-Semitism™ ~ particularly in
tattom Europe.

Session V (2) - in the afternoon.
Continue "Current Upsurge of Anti-Semitisn%
Session VI - in the evening.

on the implementation if the "Five Points of
the Common Program, established in Rome 1985.°

Session VIT ~

Concrete proposals for action
Final Statement

.'J




s Historieal Note SegntOn VI ' XTX
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N At the end of its 12th meeting in Rome in 1985, the 1LC commirted itself to
. a programme of action for the immediate furure. The six main points of this

X programme are:

N .
”\“x 1. to dissemingte and explain the achievements of the past two decades to
1 our two communities;
*‘ 2. to undertake an effort to overcome the residues of indifference, resistance
and suspicion that may still prevail in some sections of our communities;

3. o work together in combatting tendencies unnud religious extremism-

l 4  and fanaticism;
! F- 4. to promote conceprual clarifications and theological reflection in both

 communities and to create appropriate forums acceptable to both sides, in which
" this reflection can be deepened;

. toﬁoamcoapenuaamdca -
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continuity of our
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