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Tensions reemerge

Jewish leaders accept
Vatican invitation

By Walter Ruby

eaders of the American Jewish
community rescted with expres-
sions of relief and jubilation last
week afler Rabbi Mordecai Waxman,
:halrmu.n of lhe Intm'nﬂln'nll Jmﬂl

l.matiJCIC]. d an i ion to

ting with the pope, criticized what he
lermed “poor statesmanship” by the
RCA, but conceded that if the Orthodox
group boycolts the Miami meeting,
another Jewish leader will have to be
called upon o read the Jewish communi-
ty speech.
The latest events were touched off
when Rabbi Waxman received o

bring an international Jewish delegati

leph ullhteonaw-tﬂmnc"

tn the Vatican Lo hold substantive discus-
sions with Pope John Paul II.

The Rome meeting, which is to take
place in the last several days of August
or early September, will be the first such
in-depth di jon of Jewish-Catholi
relations hetween o pope a

dinal Joh Willebrands, p

the Vaticon Commission on Religious
Relations with the Jews, proposing that
a Jewish delegntion come to Rome to
meet with the pope before the pontilf
leaves on his September U.S, tour,

Jewish del the four

nd
tatives of world Jewry in recent times.

The majority opinion among Jewish
leaders is that a successful audience with
the pope will make it possible for most
of the American Jewish leadership to
participate in a planned ceremonial
meeting with John Paul Il in Miami on
Seplember 11.

Jewish leaders had announced in the
wake of John Paul's audience for
Austrian President Kurt Waldheim in
the Vatican last June that they would be
unable to attend the Miami meeting
unless the pope made & significant
gesture to rectifly the situation.

Dl.‘spul.l! the Fnlulgs d' ;nlﬂlllnn.
imdml quldtly reemergzed in the wake
of the announcement by LJCIC that it
had accepted the Vatican's invitation.

A statement by Elan Steinbery, ex-
ecut o divertin of the World Jowied Con
peress (WL o the New Yark Timess thot
the Jdewish represenkatives at the
Valican mecting will convey Lheir
“anguish and pain as well as their shock
and dismay” at the pope’s audience with
Waldheim, brought an angry reaction
from Waxman. He charged that Stem
berg had “misrepresented the Jewish
position by making totally confronta-
tional statemenls to the New York
Times.”

Rahbi Marc Tanenbaum, international
afairs direetor of the American Jewish
Commileee. nlsa charged thal Steinberg
hand broken n pledge by all participants
in the MICIC meoting nol to speak tothe

Willebrands further lumdld that the

Jewish leaders who had met with
Vatican Secrctary of State Cardinal
Agostino Canaroli in New York on July
9: Waxman, Klaperman, Tanenbaum
and Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, representing
the World Jewinh Congress.

United Synagogue
is concerned
Jewish leaders will
not press the pope
on the Waldheim
issue
T S T AT T A

Willeht ands al< told Waxman thint the
Jewish delegntion’s visit would be a Lwn-
day affair. On the first dny there will be
in-depth consultation on “the full agen.
do of CotholicJewish relations” between
the Jewish delegntion and Cnsarol and
Willebrands, on the second day, there
will be a 60-90 minute audience with the

pope.

Waxzman told the Jewish World that
Willebrands gnve him the distinet im-
pression that the Vatiean would prefer
that the topic of Waldheim be “muted™
by the Jewish delegation during the
meeting with the pope, tn which Wax.
mian responded the Waldheim isee has

press, and claimed that Stei herg's
remprks had =0 angered the Vatican as
to place the meeting with the Pope in
jeupardy.

Steinberg denicd there had heen any
such undertaking by participants in the
IJCIC mecting not to talk to the press.
noting thot Tanenbaum Kimsell had been
quoted in the Washington Post on the
same day. Tanenbaum, however, report-
ed that he had spoken to the Post and
other papers only after he was asked by
those blications ta on
Sl.cmtm-; s remarks.

There also uppearcd Lo be fierce com-
pelition among Jewish leaders to win a
place on the prestigious delegation that
will meet the pope in Rome, as well as
irresolution as to how hard to press the
pope during the Rome audience about his
meeting with Waldheim.

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld,  represent-
ative of the Rabbinical Council of Amer-
iea (Orthodox), also made clear that
despite the announcement of the Rome
aundience, his group will not attend the
Murm meeting and will not allow the

Council of America (SCA)~
the umbrelln group of Orthodox. Reform,
and Conservative Jewry in the US—~to
participate unless the pope expresses
regret during the Rome meeting for his
decision to receive Waldheim.

The president of Synagogue Council,
Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman, who has been
selected to give a speech on behalf of the
Jewish community during the Miami

Lo b denlt with, It i= impossible not te
talk ahout Waldheim

However, Woxman ssid that the
Waldheim motter would not be overem:
phasized. since, in his opinion, it is "in-
edental” to the larger issve of Lhe
church’s failure to recognize the explicit-
ly Jewish nature of the Holocoust. Wax-
man stresed thal the Jewith leaders “will
nol ask the pope to apologize for his
meeting with Waldheim.”

The American Jewish Congress, which
had taken a tough stand aguinst the pope
in the aflermoth of Waldheim's papal
sudience—announcing unequivocally
that it would not pﬂ'ﬂcrpﬂl in the
Miami Li ibly in
the wake of the announcement of the
Rome aodience.

According to the group’s executive
director, Henry Siegman, [ don’t think
the Rome meeting will solve all outstand-
ing problems, but Jews will finally be
ahle to sit down with the pope to discuss
our concerns. This is a very positive de-
velopment.”

Siegman also said the AJCongress
would likely go to Miami if it deemed the
Bome audience to be successful. He also

expressed agreement with Waxman that
the Waldheim mntler ought not be
overemphasized in Rome.

Abe Foxman, national director of the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,
alsn expressed satisfaclion over the

Please turn to INVITATION, Page 8A
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agreement “We saw the church show

sensitivity in response to our own sen-

sitivity fover the Pope Waldheim

meeting). It is clear that our voice was

heard. This brings vz anc step cleser to
" Mianmi,” he sail.

What quickly became clear, however,
was that Siegman, Foxman and others
were bucking for places on the Jewish
delegation to the Rome meeting. A com-
promise appears Lo have been worked
out, however, during a meeting of Jewish
groups on August 7. .

Under Lhis agreement, the AJCongress
would be brought into the Rome meeting
under the aegis of its "parent’ body, the
World Jewish Congress, while the ADL
would send a representative to Rome
under the argis of B'nai B'rith Interna.
tional to which ADL Is linked,

Representatives of B'nai B'rith, the
World Jewish Congress, the Amoerican
Jewish Committee, and the Synagogue
Council would alse attend the Rome
meeting, according (o the agreement,

One Jewizh leader who ariginally ex.
pressed discontent ot Lo probahble
rahbinic makeup of “he Jewish dolegn
tion to the Rome meeting was Fronklin
Kreutzer, president o ' Tnited Synagog
of America, the lay arm of the Consery
ative movement.

Kreutzer oruygnally anid he was
“distmayed” thal the delegtes “are not
fully representotive of the American
Jewish eommunity  of which the over-
whelming majority “unsists of 'aymen,”

Kreutzer also complamed that all those
likely to make the rip o Rome are has.
ed in New Yark, st thal . is “high
time: that the north ast poses sorridor
wake up to the ot that Jews 1n the rest
of the country sis have the right o he
represented.”

e ]

A public
declaration by the
pope is not in the
cards

Kreutzer expressed concern that the
delegation would not press the Pope hard
on Waldheim. “The American Jewish
community is entitled to an explanation
as to why the pope would held such n
meeting with a person whom govern-
ment and religious experience has brand
ed, at minimum o bad person, and at
maximum, a killer. The Catholic com.
munity should not tolerate auch a breach
in morality, nor will the Jewish com-
munity accept, such an action coupled
with the Vatienn refusal bo recognize the
State of lsrael,” Krentzer staled,

Engene Fisher, executive seeretary of
the Secretariate for Catholic-Jewish
Relations of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops, ioned, “While we
are naturally extremely plensed that this
important audience in Rome has been ar
ranged, it would be n mistake o expect
that this meeting is going to instantly
solve all of the outstanding differences. 1
am hopeful that it will greatly decpen
communication hetween the two faiths,
This will be a serious meeting at the
highest Jevel ™

Terming Steinberp's remarks an the
Times “destrictive and  unhelpfol”
Fisher said, “IL is wrong (o try to sot the
agenda of the mecting through the pages
of the press. It shonld be emphasized thal
the Rome mecting will not be a bargain.
ing session. It will be an opportunity for
the two sides to establish their ngendas.
Issues like the (differing perceptiona of
the) Holocaust are much too complex to
resolve in one session. That issue will
take years to resolve.”

According to Fisher, the pope is unlike.
Iy to issue any kind of public statement
after the Rome meeting with the Jewish
leaders. “I don't think a public declara.
tion is in the cards (after the Rome
meeting). The place for a formal, well

1 I ) "

i b atak

‘would be during the Miami meeting. We
are now moving forward with prepara.
tions for Miami."” &}
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WELCOME FOR THE PRIME MINISTER OF ITALY’S PROPOSAL TO END

Tha Prima Minister of Ttaly’s proposal to move the Carmelite
convant from the gite of the former Auschwitz daath camp in
Poland has been welcomed by Jewish and Catholic leadership.

The building of a convent near the Fosse Ardeatine, where
catholics and Jews are buried together at the place where Nazi
troops carried out reprisals by shooting Italians, including Jews
and a Catholic priest, would be a symbol of brotherhood and a
suitable way of thanking God, 50 years after that terrible war
for the long period of peace we continue to enjoy.

This imaginative proposal could bring a speedy solution to the
controversy and enable the climate of good relations between
christians and Jews to continue, a dialogue which has been built
up for so many years.

The need for this reconciliation is indicated by the following:-

Cardinal Macharski completely ignored a Telex sent to him by Sir
8igmund Sternberg in which he quoted several responsible Jewish
leaders including the Lord Jakobovits, the Chief Rabbi all of
wvhom endorsed his statement that " violent incidents of this kind
were incompatible with the laws of Moses and alien to our ethical

and moral principles®.

In his reply, Cardinal Macharski wrote, "the devastating effect

) produced by the substance and the form of the protest of some
Jewish circles, is so deep and so persistent in the social and
religious awareness of the Poles, that it does not allow me to be
of different opinion than I expressed in my pronouncement". He
justifies his refusal to implement the agreement because of the.
seven demonstrators who protested at the Auschwitz convent.
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Three of the Cardinals, Cardinal Decourtray, Lustiger and
Danneels, who were part of the original agreement have
however defended it on the basis that it had been "patiently and

loyally negotiated over two years".

statement by Cardlnal Glewmp, the Drimato of Poland, in the
Italian press at the weekend that it was "a scandal to move the
convent as agreed to in Geneva 1987", has added further
difficulties to this situation, has created problems for those
wishing to give help to Poland and has made life intolerable for
the contemplative Carmelite nuns.

This new solution could be implemented almost immediately for it
merely raquires the canstruction of temporary buildings on the
site of Fosse Ardeatine. Plans for the permanent structure will

be implemented at the same time.

once the removal of the Convent takes place from the present
site, there is nu reason why the wholc matter of the new convent,

to be established on an agreed site at Auschwitz, should not be
contenplated in an air of calm.

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG 4 September 1989

Sir Sigmund Sternberg holds leading positions in several groups
engaged in the Christian Jewish dialogue and is the only Jew who
has been awarded the Order of the Knight Commander of the
rontitical Equesirian Ovder frem the Dopo for his work towards
improving Christian Jewish Relations.

Sir Sigmund hopes that by the time of his audience with the Pope
later this month, he will be able to report that the matter is
resolved, so that it will no longer be an issue of discussion.

For further information contact Valerie Asher on 485 2538.
or evenings 340 6912.



LY

Might I suggest that if any negotiations are to take place
regarding the future of the Convent these shauld he done with the
Israeli Government, as Israel is tha qfflcial representative of

the Jewish people.

I expect to have a response from the Prime Minister before Sunday
next wvhen the European Jewish Congress begins its meeting in
London. This will be attended by over 80 delegates from 20
countries.

I very much regret that I have to write to you in such terms.
but it is important that friends should talk openly with each
other. Your Government is fortunate to have such an excellent
. Ambassador.. You have made so many friends and we only hope that
you will continue representing Poland in the future.

with kind reqardé :

Yours sincerely,

Sir Sigmund Sternberg

PS Since speaking to you I have issued the enclosed Press
Release and your attention is drawn to the laet paragraph. I
also enclose an article which appeared in the Herald Tribune.



Sir Sigmund Sternberg 0.51.J. KCSG JP Star House Grafton Road

¥ London NWS5 48D

" Telephone 01-485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512
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ot 4 September 1989
Dr Z Gertych, ®

H.E. Ambassador, i
The Polish Embassy, '
47 Portland Place, T
London W.1l. ’

Dear Dr. Gertych,

I am grateful to you for having come to see me last Friday having
regard for your very busy schedule.

As you are not aware of it, I would like to remind you that Dr.
Riegner, chairman of the World Jewish Congress Governing Board in
- Geneva received a letter from the Polish Minister of Religion in
the winter of 1987, veoicing Government approval of the Geneva
Agreement (sSee copy Documentation) and in any event in 1976
Poland ratified an International Convention that the Camps at
Auschwitz/Birkenau be placed on the World Heritage List. (see
Documentation attached). It is therefore expected that your
Government honours this Agreement and it also would appear

that the Carmelite nuns are illegally occupying the site.

If Cardinal Glemp is right that "Jews rule the media" ( Herald
Tribune) then it would go against Polish interests to upset World

Jewry.

As it appears that the various Cardinals are divided in their
opinions, it follows that it is now the responsibility of the
Polish Government to resolve the Carmelite Convent issue. The
Statement made by the Polish Government of 25th July has not yet
been acted upon. This is understandable as the Government had
not at the time been formed. However, now that the Government
is established, there is no reason why immediate attention should
not be given to this issue, which is attracting World headlines

daily in the Press.
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lemp expresses regret to Jewish leaders for remarks

By William Bole
RNS Associate Editor

WASHINGTON (RNS) — The leader of Poland’s Catholic Church expressed deep regret
here over his statements seen as hostile to Jews and Judaism.

Cardinal Josef Glemp. at the start of a 14-city tour of the United States, met Friday with
12 American Jewish leaders, who described the conversation as a major step toward healing the
rift between Jews and Polish Catholics.

While the Jewish leaders praised Glemp for admitting mistakes, several other Jewish
organizations, including the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith, boycotted the talks.

As Glemp arrived for the meeting at the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, a small
group of Jewish demonstrators rallied outside the bishops’ headquarters. Led by New York
Rabbi Avraham Weiss and carrying placards demanding *““Cardinal Glemp — Apologize,” a

w==adozen protesters declared the cardinal an anti-Semite and denounced any dialogue with him.

The controversy stems from 1989 remarks made by Glemp in the midst of an
international dispute over the presence of a Carmelite convent on the site of the Auschwitz
concentration camp. More recently, on the eve of his arrival in the United States, Glemp gave an
airport interview in which he appeared to defend his earlier statement laced with stereotypes of Jews.

“Through dialogue, I have learned that certain of my own statements may have caused
pain to the Jewish community and were seen as fostering stereotypes of Jews and Judaism, but
were in many aspects based on mistaken information,” Glemp said in a statement read to Jewish
leaders at the mesting and released afterwards.

“At the same time, the Polish Catholic community has experienced pain because of the
situation. I regret sincerely that this unfortunate situation occurred, and re-commit myself to
working with you now in the future,” he said, in the spirit of a pastoral letter issued earlier this
year by the Polish Catholic hierarchy. The pastoral letter, or teaching document, that Glemp
referred to condemned anti-Semitism.

The Glemp statement appeared to fall short of a direct apology for his recent and past
statements. Those statements, originating in a 1989 homily, included a reference to Jewish

‘ control of mass media and appeared to cast blame on Jews for certain historic social ills in
Poland.

Appearing with Glemp and American Catholic bishops at a press briefing after their
closed-door meeting, the Jewish leaders said they did not seek humiliation of the Polish church
leader.

“Cardinals never say ‘apologize.” They don’t even apologize to Catholics. They're certainly
not going to apologize to Jews,” said Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of New York, a longtime leader in
Catholic-Jewish dialogue.

“He (Glemp) knows he made a very grievous error. And he knows it grew out of his lack

\_of information,” said Tanenbaum.

Rabbi James Rudin, director of mtcrrehglous affairs of the American Jewish Comrmttee,
said the meeting with Glemp and his statement “constitutes an enormous step forward”
relations between the Jewish community and Polish Catholicism.

“We're ready to begin a new process of reconciliation and dialogue,” Rudin said.

The contingent led by Rabbi Weiss, however vowed to demonstrate against Glemp during

T R,

ewish leaders for mcetmg ‘With Glemp and called on the cardinal to say he is sorry.
“As we don’t negotiate mlth;termmts,.,sowweﬁshpuld not negotlate with Cardinal Glemp

R U RS T R 5 T TR

unless there is evidence of trye, expressions of Christian contrition,” Weiss $4id:
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Glemp controversy now pits some Jews against others

By Darrell Turner
RNS Associate Editor

(RNS) — The interfaith controversy that erupted over comments madc about Jews by
Polish Cardinal Jozef Glemp in 1989 — a flap which appeared settled in August — has
heated up again and i1s now pitting some Jewish groups against cach other.

The dispute among Jews broke out just days beforc the Polish primate is to arrive in the
United States Thursday. He is scheduled to meet with Jewish leaders in Washington Friday.
Despite what many U.S. Jewish leaders viewed as conciliatory remarks by Glemp in August.
Rabbi Avi Weiss of the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale. N.Y.. has pressed for an outright apology
from the cardinal. In an open letter to the Polish primate carlicr this week, Weiss said that

l “rectifying this grievous error requires morc¢ than an “understanding.’ It requires remorse.

The simple words, ‘I’m sorry,” are in order.”

Weiss’ attorney, Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz. has also announced that he will
continue to press a defamation suit that he filed against the cardinal unless Glemp offers “a full

(apology and retraction to the Jewish people and to Rabbi Weiss before he leaves Poland.™
T Glemp was widely denounced by Jewish leaders and some other cardinals for commeht
he made in the midst of the controversy over the presence of a Carmelite convent on the site of
the Auschwitz concentration camp. He told Jews not to ““talk with us from the position of a
_people raised above all others” and said of a group of Jewish dcmonstrators a that
( it did not happen that the sisters were killed or the convent destroyed because they were
apprehended.”

The controversy over Glemp’s comments led to the postponecment of a U.S. visit he had
been planning to make later in 1989. Last month. in a letter to Archbishop Adam Maida of
Detroit, Glemp acknowledged that the Jewish demonstrators “did not intend to kill the sisters or

( destroy the convent” and declared that ““anti-Semitism is ¢vil and is contrary to the spirit of the
gospel il )

Whlle the cardinal’s recent statement was gencrally hailed bv Amcrican Jewish leaders.
some urged him to also repudiate his other comments in the homily that were considered
anti-Semitic.

< Weiss, who had led the demonstration at the convent. complained that the cardinal’s

‘charges that ‘the Jews’ control the world’s mass media. are responsible for *spreading
communism,’ for ‘collaborating’ with the Nazis. for ‘plving (Polish) pecasants with alcohol” and
‘provoking’ anti-Semitism in Poland remain on the record. These are the kinds of slurs that have
incited pogroms. A categorical rejection of these specific accusations is in order. No responsible
Jewish or Catholic leader should meet with ; these statements.™

The Synagogue Council of America and the American Jewish Committce ar¢ planning to
meet with Glemp during his visit to the United States. while the World Jewish Congress and the

~ Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith are not. This split among Jewish agencies led Seymour
D. Reich to resign as chairman of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
[ Consultations Monday to protest its failure to reach a consensus on the matter.

Rabbi A. James Rudin, interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish Committec,
told RNS Tuesday that he believes that he and Weiss “have a difference not so much on the
ends but on the means to get to the ends.” He said the American Jewish Committce has “‘learncd

— after 40 years that one of the ways vou really make advances in this is to meet. press. engage.”™

At the Washington meeting. Rudin said. he and the other Jewish participants will press

the issues raised by Weiss plus others. including the implementation of the Second Vatican
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l Council’s teachings on Jews and Judaism in Polish Catholic schools and how Polish seminarians
are taught about interfaith relations.

With regard to the split in IJCIC, Rudin, who was Reich’s immediate predecessor as
chairman, said that organization is mandated in its bylaws to deal with international religious

~— bodies rather than in interfaith affairs in the United States.

Eugene Fisher, who heads the U.S. Catholic bishops’ secretariat on Catholic-Jewish
relations, told RNS that the latest controversy reflects the fact that “‘therc are many different
people in the Jewish community with many different viewpoints. just as there are in the Catholic
community. There are difficulties,_but this is human behavior.”

He noted that the interfaith dispute involves more than “the language of just one homily™
but reflects relations between Jews and Polish Catholics over the centuries. In addition, Fisher
said, “Any time you get something dealing with the massive trauma of the Holocaust, it triggers
everything inside.”

While declining to comment on Weiss” demands. the Catholic interfaith specialist stressed
that “you can’t resolve those very deep issues through press releases or press statements or that
kind of things. It needs the deepest dialogue of which our communities are capable.”

09-17-91 ' 15178
From education to geography, Baptists differ
By Pamela Schaeffer
RNS Staff Writer

ATLANTA (RNS) — A recent survey of Southern Baptist moderates affiliated with a
dissident organization shows dramatic differences in their educational levels when compared
with representatives of the denomination as a whole.

In addition to being better educated, the dissidents are also more likely to live in urban
areas, to support ordination of women, and, ironically, to belong to congregations that have been
generous donors to the denomination’s agencies and programs.

Those are among findings in a survey conducted recently by Nancv T. Ammerman,
director of the Center for Religious Research at the Emory University’s Candler School of
Theology.

Ammerman released the results of her study last week to the Coordinating Council of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, the dissident group that commissioned the study.

The council ended a three-day meeting here Saturday.

The survey compared responses of 2,648 Southern Baptist moderates who attended a
convocation of the fellowship in May with data gathered in two previous studies on
Southern Baptists as a whole.

The fellowship was formed in August 1990 by moderates dissatisfied with the
fundamentalist direction of the Southern Baptist Convention in recent years. Persons attending
the convocation represented more than 1,500 congregations of the denomination, which has
14-million members in 37,700 congregations overall.

According to Ammerman’s research:

— 91.9 percent of the clergy affiliated with the moderate fellowship hold seminary degrees
or graduate degrees from other schools, compared with 53.7 percent of Southern Baptist clergy
overall. Similarly, 61.5 percent of the fellowship laity hold college, seminary or graduate degrees
compared with 25.5 percent of laity in the entire denomination.
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B/For your information

O  For necessary action
O For your comment
O Please return

O as per your request




Nov- &, 149

YOUR VIEWS .

Statements by Glemp

were shared with Poles

A very serious misperception of the
facts may have been left by two state-
ments published in the Exponent on
Oct. 11 (World/National News in Brief,

_Op-Ed). This is the perception.put forth
by Rabbi Leon Kienicki and Mr. Sey-
mour Reich that the statements made by |.
Cardinal Jozef Glemp to Jewish leaders
here in the United States have not been
shared with the Catholic community of
Poland. They most certainly have been,
as Mr. Reich himself admits.

These were public statements released
to both the U.S. and Polish media at the

time, as were the cardinal’s subsequent |,

statements in Boston and New York

inviting Jewish leaders to Poland early |

uext year to further the dialogue and set
up structures to implement in Poland
the Second Vatican Council and the
Polish bishops’ own historic statement
on Cathohc-]emsh relations of January
1991.

Thus, what Mr. Reich and Rabbi
Klenicki somewhat disingenuously ask'
Stotement from the publisher ?

We are a diverse community. The | .
views expressed in the opinion col-
umns and letters published in the
Jewish are of the
writers. do not necessarily
reflect the endorsement of the offic-

EX PCN

ers and boards of the ication !
and/or the Jewish Federation of

Greater Philadelphia. ;

i

< !

Sewlif I

|

w)m’\:lﬂ';

Washingion

for has alrwly been mmphshed by
the Jewish leaders who had the courage
2ng wisdom to meet with the cardinal in
both Washington and New York. The

Jewish oommumty deserves to know |.
that it is these people, not the demon- ||
strators and naysayers, who are quietly. |
changing the course of Catholic-Jewish |

relations for the better.
Dr. Eugene J. Fisher
Associate director for -
Catholic-Jewish relations
National Conference of
* Catholic Bishops

-

C——
1
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Reabbtricad Council of America | 4
e T March 21, 1991
) Rabbi Jack Bemporad
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
i New York, NY 10016
f? Dear Rabbi Bemporad.,
‘:\ I read in the JTA Newsletter of March 13, 1591 that the‘Synagogue
% Countil of America has agreed to send rabbis and educators "to
i . assist in an intensive education and dialogue campaign to teach

g Polish Catholics about the relations between Catholics and Jews."
f I was very disturbed tc learn from our representative. Rabbi
Fabian Schonfeld, that this decision had been made without prior

s consultation with the Rabbinical Council of America. This is
s a serious breach in procedure, and causes us deep consternation.

' On a matter of such significance, it is absclutely essential
WU ENAE a1l agenéies havr the opportunity 4o meef-and expriss -theito.nin
L opinions. . A policy cannot be set by the Synagogue Council of
America without such a censultation. We are pained and embarrassed

by this decision.

I respectfully request that you convene a meeting to which all
agencies will be invited. A thorough discusszion of this project
should be made. Since the previous decision was apparently reached
without consultation with the agencies, we consider that decision

to be null and void.

I also reguest that you sand a retraction to the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, indicating that the article in the March 13 issue was
incorrect. Readers of the JTA should be inforred that the project
is under consideration by the Synagogue Council of America, but
that it has not been approved.

I ask you to do these things as an act of good faith, to maintain
the trust of the organizations represented in the Synagogue Council -
of America. I would appreciate a prompt response to this letter.

Thanks very much. ‘
S8incerely yours,

' Rabbi Marc D. Angel o

e T KT B Rabbi‘Fabian‘thonfald S S )
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA '

memoranaum

to: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum .
from: Gunther Lawrence

subject:

date:

October 9, 1991

Please note the JTA correction sent out late yesterday. Unfortunately the pew
b Klenicki quotes are worse. Thank you. il

JLT LEXNGTON AWENLS NEW TORX, NY. 10ME s Telaphone (212) 635-8870
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MEMORANDUM
October 8, 1991 .
TO: Gunther lawrence
FROM: Mark Joffe £
RE: New Story on the Glemp Meeting

Following is an update on the Glemp meeting that JTA sent out
over our newswire late Tuesday afternocn. It was also faxed
to those nawspapers that receive our news by fax, and it was
mailed to those papers that receive our cepy only by rail.

While I realize this may not ge all the way toward satié%ying
9 your cencerns, it should clear up the raspective peositions on
what Glemp did or did not say during Sunday’s meeting.

I think it would still be useful for us to get togather in
the near future te discuss your larger toncerns.

All the best.

JEWISH TFLEGRAPHIC AGENCY, 330 Seventh dve.,New Y.t NY 10001-3010,(212) 643-189¢



RABBIS DENY CARDINAL REFUSED
TO REPEAT APOLOGY IN POLAND

NEW YORK, Oct. 8§ {JTA) -- Thre4 American rabbis who mer here
Suadav with Cardinal Jozef Glemp have emphatically denied a
Jewish Telegraphic Agency report that the Polish primate “would
nct agree" 10 express regrer ie Poland {gr remarks about Jews he
made there two ysars ago.

“At no time"” during Sunday’s meetiag did Giemp say that he
would not repeat a statement he made Jast month in Washington
acknowledging that his August 1989 homily in the Polish ¢ity of
Czestochows was based on “mistaken infermation,” the 1abbis
said,

“In point of ract, Cardinagl Glemp’s several Starements of
retraction and regret,” the rabbis said, “were publisha! widely
in both the secular and Catholic media in Poland.™

It was signed by Rabbis Marg Tanenbaunm, Jack Bempzorad and
Mordechsi Waxmar, who were among the 11 American Jewish jeaders
whe took part in the Sunday mesting.

They accused unnamed “others™ of trving to “undarmiag”
:fforts to immprove Cathelic-Jewish relations in Faland.

“We believe that we have an historic uppdrtunity o <1are 2
new gnd constructive chapuer in Polish-Jewish reletion:, and we
sincerely regret that others sgem determineé to uniermine :hese
positive efforts waich we are ¢onvinced are in the best interests
of the Jewish people, Israe? and Catholic-Jewisn reizzions,” the
statement s3id.

Rabbi Leon Klenicki, director of interreligicus aifa:rs for
ihe Anti-Defamation League, was quoted in a JTA §10ry Monday as
expregsing disappointment with Glemp’s silent response whea the
cerdiral was asked at Sunday’s megting o repeat his Wasnington
statement of regrer afigr his return to Poland. v

“1 expected sométhing more concrete,” Klenicki was quoted
15 saying. “Whatever he says condemning anti-Semitism here must
be said in Poiand, in Polish.”

Klenickl stood by that starement Tuesday. He said that whea
he 1sked Glemp to repeat the Washington statement in Poland, “he
was juet celd, He did nor nod.”

“He¢ didn’t commit himselt at all,” Klenicki said, “If he
was really interested™ in making 3 apology in Poland, the
cardinal “would have said, ‘It will be the first thing [ do when
I get back.” "




[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible
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October 22, 1991

tor, The Jewish Week
1501 Broadway

New York, New York 10036
To the Edltor

Although I would normally hesitate to coment upon anything that might be
anissmpropwtoi:ﬂermldismssimwiﬂﬂnﬂxekwi&mmity,a
statement you cite (October 17, 1991) made by Mr. Seymour Reich casts such
‘unfartunate and urwarranted aspersions on the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops with regard to the recent visit of Cardinal Josef Glemp that I must
try to clarify it for the sake of the recard. This is the statement that
Mr. Reich reportedly made to you that he was "distressed" that "I1JCIC was
bemgcxramverrtedkyﬂmeissmrgofumtatimstouﬂi\ddtmlJads"

Asakeypersmmvolvedmﬂxe?iaslun;tmnaetlrghemeenJewish
representatives and Cardinal Glemp, I can only respond to Mr. Reich with a
resounding "balderdash!" We did no such thing. As Mr. Reich must know, if he
recalls the one conversation we had on the matter during the course of the
. summer, LJCIC was at no time our official (or unofficial) interlocutor in
dealing with the Jewish cammnity. The reason is quite simple. As The Jewish
Week correctly notes, IJCIC was created to act "on behalf of the Jewish
camunity in relations with-the Vatican." It would be the height of
presa.nnptmnforo.n‘localdnn'dmneremthems tomteractmthIJCIC
as such.

Our partners in dialogue on the national level nunnally consist of

‘ representatives of The American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish
Congress, the Anti-Defamation ILeague of B’nai B'rith, the Synagogue Council of
America, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and for same events also
the Natiocnal Jewish Cammunity Relations Advisory Council. Save faor ADL and
the Orthodox within the Synagogue Council (thus precluding SCA representation
but not, of course, the personal involvement of individuals), all of those we

" might have expected to came did in fact attend. The idea for a meeting, panim
al panim, between Cardinal Glemp and Jewish leaders came .about during phone
conversations between myself and several representatives of the above groups,
as I sought flrsttodlsoernwhethertheyfeltthats.x:hapermlueetng
might provide a helpful occasion for clearing the air and for saqu, on both
sides, 1whatneeulur:\dtobesald:mordertoputthemattertore.'st

When they responded positively, mthen arﬂmlyt.mn prowededto
prcpasetheﬂeato&ardmalGlanp,whothmx;hmtassm‘edusofm
"cocperation. At no time did I feel as though I were dealing with Jewish



damrdsﬂmt"mst“bemtfirstbymecuﬂjmlbeforepeoplemﬂdagreeto
a meeting. That would be to miscast entirely the delicate and sensitive
spirit of dialogue which in fact tock place over the summer, between us and
our Jewish colleagues in preparation for the Washington meeting. Here, Rabbi
Gary Bretton-Granatoor’s letter to the editor in the same issue of Jewish Week
will be of assistance to your readers in discerning more clearly the spirit of
what transpired throughout the summer.

I resent deeply the implication in the quotation from Mr. Reich that we
on the Catholic side in any way tried, in this matter or in others, to
"circaumvent" narmal Jewish proceedings ar representation. Rather, we sought
mt;zecmelywd:atﬂmJemshmmmitylnswerﬂxeyeammentedtousm
dialogue. IJCIC has never functiocned as an American entity as the urwary
reader of Mr. Reich’s apologia might be led to presume. If it had, if in that
sense there were to be formed an "AJCIC" (American Jewish Committee for
Interreligiocus Consultations), we would be more than pleased to deal with it
on whatever grounds it presented itself to us. But it hasn’t, and it didn’t,
and there is no use pretending otherwise. IJCIC was never involved in the
discussions with us on the meeting or its arrangements.

Three other points need also to be made. First, Mr. Reich states that
"Glenptasyettoremdlatemehmily. BAgain, balderdash. The Cardinal
expllmtly acknowledged in Washington on September 20 that the homily, as The
Jewish Week reported, was "based upon mistaken information" with reference to
the stereotypes of Jews it evoked, and he expressed his sincere regrets far
the pain caused to Jews by the hamily. Second, contra-Reich, the Cardinal
has, to my knowledge, discussed with many people, Polish American Catholics
and cther Catholics, his positive views of the meetings he had with Jewish
leaders in Washington, Chicago and New York, and how he is locking forward to
the follow-up programs in Poland to implement the camnitments made here. And,
finally, Mr. Reich states with reference to Cardinal Glemp’s letter to
Archbishop Adam Maida of Detroit that "our Catholic friends also seemed
disappointed with it." While I recognized at the time that it was only a
beginning, I felt that it was a true beginning, with more to come. As
reported in The Jewish Week and elsewhere, more has came and, it would seem,
there are still more positive steps before us to take on the path toward
mrtual reconciliation. I would urge that this, not the path of confrontation,
is the way to a better futwre for cur children and the generations to follow.

Yours ?.n Shalom,

Gtmd

CCS: Rev. John F. Hotchkin, Director, SEIA
Most Rev. William Keeler, Archbishop of Baltimore
Rabbi Jack Bemporad
Brother William Martyn, S.A.
Jewish Editors List
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Controversial gay priest renounces Episcopal Church
By Religious News Service

(RNS) — The Rev. Robert Williams, the gay priest who made national headlines when he
mentioned Mother Teresa in disparaging remarks about celibacy, says he is “completely
through” with the Episcopal Church and all other “established, hierarchical™ churches.

In a sermon preached Sept. 8 to his small congregation in Provincetown, Mass., Williams
said he has renounced “‘the doctrine, discipline and worship” of the Episcopal Church,
explaining that his rocky relationship with the church and its bishops made him feel like
an abused spouse.

“Just like the abused wife who keeps coming back to the violent husband who keeps
beating her, for years I kept going back to the institutional church, always believing, as abused
wives do, ‘This time it will be different.” ” .

In a report issued by the Episcopal Church Center in New York, Williams said, I have
increasingly come to believe that gay and lesbian people, women, and ethnic minorities are not
really welcome in hierarchical-structured churches. And so I had to admit that I should not be a
member of such an organization.”

Williams was ordained in December 1989 by Bishop John Spong of the Diocese of
Newark (N.J.). But Spong fired him from his position as director of an outreach ministry to
homosexuals several months later after Williams made his negative comments about
Mother Teresa and traditional notions of marriage and celibacy. Spong declined to comment on
Williams’ latest remarks, saying he considered the issue a “pastoral matter between a priest and
his bishop.”

Subsequently, Williams went to Provincetown, but Bishop David Johnson of the Diocese
of Massachusetts refused to license Williams as a priest in his diocese. Williams established a
small congregation nonetheless and founded the Palma Christi Institute for Healing, focusing on
the needs and concerns of the gay and lesbian community.

15180
Jewish leader resigns in disagreement on Glemp visit
24 By Religious News Service

NEW YORK (RNS) — Seymour D. Reich has resigned as chairman of the International
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) to protest its failure to reach a
consensus on whether American Jewish leaders should meet with Polish Cardinal Jozef Glemp
during his upcoming visit to the United States.

Glemp was widely denounced by Jewish leaders and some other cardinals for comments
he made in August 1989 in the midst of the controversy over the presence of a Carmelite
convent on the site of the Auschwitz concentration camp. He told Jews not to “talk with us from
the position of a people raised above all others” and said of a group of Jewish demonstrators at
the convent that “it did not happen that the sisters were killed or the convent destroyed because
they were apprehended.” _

The controversy over Glemp’s comments led to the postponement of a U.S. visit he had
been planning to make later in' 1989. Last month, in a letter to Archbishop Adam Maida of
Detroit, Glemp acknowledged that the Jewish demonstrators *“did not intend to kill the sisters or
destroy the convent” and declared that “anti-Semitism is evil and is contrary to the spirit of the
gospel.”
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At that time Reich acknowledged Glemp’s statement as “‘an effort toward improving
relations between the Catholic Church in Poland and the Jewish community” but said he hoped
there would be “further clarification from the cardinal while still in Poland and when he arrives
in the U.S.” Sept. 19 for an 18-day visit.

In announcing his resignation as chairman of IJCIC Monday, Reich said that while the
Synagogue Council of America and the American Jewish Committee are planning to meet with
Glemp, the World Jewish Congress and Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith are not.

' According to Reich, this disunity indicates that “IJCIC — as the designated agency of the
Jewish world in its international dealings with the Catholic Church — has failed to meet its
responsibilities. Had a common stand been taken, 1JCIC would have served its proper role in
representing the Jewish community with dignity and integrity vis-a-vis the church.”

The Jewish leader charged that “the principle of Jewish communal unity appears
subordinated to the idea of every constituent body in IJCIC going its own way.” This, he said, is
“unfortunate for the Jewish community and harmful to the effort to strengthen Catholic-Jewish
/ relations on the basis of mutual respect and understanding.” :

/ Reich said his own view is that “unless and until Cardinal Glemp repudiates the
anti-Semitic accusations he made in his 1989 homily, | do not believe American Jewish leaders
should meet with him during his visit to our country — and I believe our American Catholic

\ colleagues and Polish-American friends would understand this position.”

09-16-91 - 15169
Moment of inspiration: A few minutes of harmony

By Warner A. Hutchinson
Special to Religious News Service

(Hutchinson, former general secretary of the American Bible Society, now does writing and
' consulting work in Coral Gables, Fla. This column is a weekly feature in RNS.)

Whatever happened to male quartets? Remember how you listened to a quartet sing an
old favorite? The harmony was close; the voices blended almost as one. You knew the short
fellow on the left was the high tenor and the stringbean on the right was the deep bass. But they
sang so well together that sometimes you couldn’t really tell which was which. Four voices —
four people — singing as one in a rich and changing harmony that none could have produced
alone.

The Andrews Sisters did the same for three women'’s voices. Not only were they great
singers, but their bouncy zest for life was infectious.

It seems today that everyone’s a soloist. They sometimes shout and rant. Sometimes
they’re badly — even deliberately — off-key and out of tempo. Absolutely nobody croons.

It looks and sounds like the me-generation on self-parade. And there’s certainly nothing subtle
about it.

I miss the pleasure of hearing several people join in a self-effacing way to make some
beautiful, harmonious music together for a few minutes. Even though I can’t sing all that well
myself, at least I can join in doing something with two or three others today that will make some
beautiful, harmonious living for a few minutes. Something that none of us could do alone.
We’ll all be the richer for it.
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THE STATE AND PROSPECTS OF THE CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE
IN POLAND

by Waldemar Chrostowski

Dr. Waldemar Chrostowski (Roman Catholic) is professor of theology at the Catholic
Theological Academy in Warsaw, Poland. He has been educated in Poland, Rome,
and Israel. His special interest is in Jewish-Catholic relations and he serves on a
commission in the Roman Catholic Church for relations with Jews. His previous
contribution to OPREE was in vol. 10, No. 3.

The dialogue with Jews and Judaism initiated by Vatican Council II is the duty of all
local churches. The Church in Poland has special obligations for this field. For centuries
Poland was the home of many generations of Poles and Jews, Christians and followers of
Judaism. Their sometimes tension filled .and troublesome but also harmonious coexistence
was suddenly interrupted by the Nazi butchers, who carried out a mass extermination of the
Jewish nation. It is becoming ever more Elear to us that with the murder of the Jews in the
Polish nation was impoverished, and the Polish culture suffered irreparable losses. So a
dialogue with those who survived is also a tribute to all those who paid with their life for
faithfulness to their religion and membership in the Jewish nation.

The dialogue with the Jews began here later than in the other countries of Europe and
the world. There were several reasons for this. Historians contend that the annihilation of
Jews were carried out in Poland because the largest number of Jews lived here. Other
circumstances also have to be considered, however. After the Jews and the Gypsies, Poles
were next in line to the crematoria. The choice of Poland as the place of extermination was
an integral part of the precisely planned Nazi ideology. Jews were transported to Poland
from remote regions of Europe, which in wartime conditions was a costly and troublesome
u\ndertaking. Poland was to become the cemetery of the followers of Judaism. That is why
among Jews Poland evokes the most painful associations, and they are unable to think about
Poland without emotions and bitterness. In a conscious or partially unconscious way this is
carried over to the attitude toward Poles. On the other hand, the war and the occupation
inflicted countless sufferings on Polish Catholics. Both communities closed themselves up
in their own pain, and an irrational debate even heated up on who suffered the most, a
debate which hindered and even made impossible mutual understanding. Both of the
antagonistic sides contributed to the prtgcess of separation. This had an effect on the
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economic liberation from God's new creation. For all their imperfections, societies in which
rights to freedom and sustenance would be truly respécted and in which the lex charitatis
would be institutionalized in a2 democratic way would "approximate, always in a small part,
the freedom, peace, and justice for which we hope.”

13



atmosphere and the nature of theological reflection. Other factors also come into play. Right
after 1945, about 100 thousand Jews lived in Poland, but their numbers steadily decreased.
Today the estimates of the numbers of Jews in Poland vary. It is surmised that from five to
fifteen thousand followers of Judaism live in different parts of the country. Such a small
number makes the dialogue between copartners impossible. Many Jews are not interested in
the change in the position of the church, while Catholics do not have the opportunity to
experience and become familiar with "living Judaism." The dialogue was also delayed by the
fact that after World War II the Church in Poland had to fight for its own survival, oppose
totalitarianism and communism, which naturally pushed contacts with the followers of other
religions into the background. Not until the changes of the 1980’s was a new situation
created in which the church and Catholics could rid themselves of a "siege mentality.”

The Road Traveled

What is peculiar to Catholic-Jewish dialogue in Poland is that it is taking place in the
shadow of a different history. Other religious groups and nations which make light of the
specific context of Polish-Jewish history either do not know about this or do not attach
enough importance to it. Contacts between Polish and Jewish historians, who worked to
remove ancient prejudices and teﬁsions, developed before the religious dialogue. Historical
discussions and publications were the subsoil for a theological reorientation, for they often
confronted the participants with philosophical, moral and religious questions. In the
totalitarian system, however, theologians were held in contempt, even ridiculed and
oppugned, while theology was put outside the pale of intellectual life. For this reason
interesting and important opinions met with little response. Quite a few articles on Jewish
subjects appeared in the second half of the 1960's and in the 1970’s, i.e., during the time of
a fundamental change in the po§ition of thee Church on Judaism. In discussions of the
documents of Vatican Council II, especially the declaration "Nostra aetate” and later
pronouncements of the Apostolic See, the participants mentioned the need to reorient
thinking and change the point of view on the Jews. The leaders of this movement were
Tveodnik Powszechny (Cracow) and the monthlies Znak (Cracow) and Wiez (Warsaw). The
publications were justified by the interest in Jewish history and culture and by Polish-Jewish
tensions, which constantly had to be overcome. This was a stage in which taking up "Jewish"
subject-matter had to be justified. Not until the beginning of the 1980"s did the number
of theological article perceptibly increase, reaching an unprecedented level.! The long years

'E. Jzwiak and A. Kusmirek, "Dialog chrzescijansko-zydowski, Wybrana bibliografia
polskojezyczna 1964-1989", Collectanea Theologica 60/1990/3, pp. 113-118.
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of efforts to reach and understanding with the Jews and Judaish were capped with the
publication in 1983 of a double issue of Znak, entitled "Catholicism-Judaism-Jews in Poland
and in the World." Jewish subject matter was taken up in the monthly once again in detail
in the 1988 issue entitled "Jews, Poland, Christianity--The Legacy and 'the Present Day." A
big role in shaping a new attitude was played by the so- called Weeks of Jewish Culture held
in various cities and the Oswiecim Weeks organized since 1985 by the Club of the Catholic
Intellectuals in Cracow. Though their subject-matter was essentially historical, religious
accents as well as philosophical and theological problems naturally appeared. An important
event was the Judaistic session " Jewish Religion and Culture, " which was held on. 16 and
17 April, 1986, as a part of the II Pieniezno Encounters with Religions. The doctrine and
spiritual life of Judaism, Jewish Messianism and Orthodoxy, and selected questions from the
history of Polish Jews were presented at the session.

The appointment in the spring of 1986 by the Conference of the Polish Episcopate of the
Subcommission for the Dialogue with Judaism headed by Bishop Henryk Muszynski must be
regarded as the real beginning of the Catholic-Jewish dialogue in Poland. Earlier contracts
with the followers of Judaism had taken place through the mediation of the Ecumenical
Commission of the Episcopate and were rather sporadic. The first meeting of the Episcopate
and were rather sporadic. The first meetihg of the Subcommission was held on 13 May 1986
in Warsaw. Emphasis was placed on the most important documents of the Church concerning
the Jews, and a plan of action was drawn up for the immediate future. It was decided that
the main task would be to stimulate and coordinate theological reflection and actions to
advance cooperation between Catholics and Jews. Through the efforts of the chairman of the
Subcommission, on 14 June 1987, Pope John Paul II met with representatives of Polish Jews
in the Primate’s residence in Warsaw. Toward the end of 1987, the Subcommission was
elevated to the rank of a Commission. An important accomplishment was the organization
in April 1988 in Tyniec and Cracow, with the cooperation of the Anti-Defamation League
of B’nai B'rith, of an International Theological Colloquim "Jews and Christians in Dialogue."
During the deliberations, a religious dialogue dominated. Though some of the participants
were still inclined to focus on historical questions, there was awareness of the need to respect
the status and rank of theological contacts and discussions.? After the Tyniec Colloquim the
Commission worked on preparing a document on the attitude toward Jews and Judaism
similar to those which had been issued by the Episcopates and Comissions of other countries.
Later the dispute concerning the convent of the Carmelite nuns in Oswiecim became ever
more prominent in the discussions. When in the summer of 1989, the conflict became so
inflamed that a complete break in Catholic-Jewish contacts was imminent, the voice of the

2W. Chrostowski,"Zydzi i chrzescijanie w dialogu" Znak 12 /1989/407,pp. 105-110.
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Commission and its chairman (18 July and September) had a great influence on the course
of events.® The controversy around the convent increased interest in Jews and Judaism.
Theological premises, which for understandable reasons attracted the attention of Catholics,
played a major role in the controversy. The pronouncements of the Commission of the
Episcopate were widely publicized and commented on in the press. In the context of this
dramatic dispute the Commission of the Episcopate were widely publicized and commented
on in the press. In the context of this dramatic dispute the Commission did not ignore other
work and came out with new initiatives. In the autumn of 1988, a decision was made to
collect and publish in one volume the most important documents of the Church and the
pronouncements of John Paul II on Jews and Judaism.* The book Fifteen Years of Catholic-
Jewish Dialogue; 1970-1985, which summed up the successes of interreligious cooperation
at the Vatican level,® was transiated into Polish and published. Also highly important were
the numerous contacts of the chairman and members of the Commission, which made it
possible to make use of the experience and accomplishments of other local Churches and

organizations working to stimulate the dialogue. Both Catholic and Jewish foreign guests
participated in some of the meetings of the Commission.

As a result of the cooperation of the Commission of the Polish Episcopate for the
Dialogue with Judaism with the Archdiocese in Chicago, in the summer of 1989 a group
of twenty-two lecturers of theoiogical seminaries and colleges (including an Orthodox
theologian) took part in a Christian-Jewish Seminar organized by Spertus College of Judaica.
This was an unprecedented undertaking, whose rank and importance cannot be
overestimated. The visit of Polish lecturers and the exchange of ideas with Jewish scholars
were widely commented on in the American press and in Polonia circles. It should be
emphasized that this took place in-the context of a growing controversy around Oswiecim,
which was kindled by incidents created by Rabbi A, Weiss. Theological issues dominated in
the one and a half month of work in Chicago. In addition to presentation of the doctrine and
ethics of Judaism, eminent specialists addressed the most important problems of interreligious
dialogue. An invaluable contribution was the experience of American philosophical and
religious pluralism and becoming acquainted with the duties of the Church in conditions far
different from Polish ones. The participants of the Chicago Seminar are preparing a book

$The satisfaction is expressed in the Statement of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews, dated 19 September 1989.

“This book is in print and it will appear in Summer of 1990,

SFifteen Years of Catholic-Jewish Dialogue 1970-1985 Selected Papers, Libreia Editrice
Vaticana-Libreria Editrice Lateranense, 1988.
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entitled Children of One God, which consists of their own contributions and articles of a fee
organizers directly or indirectly dealing with questions of the Christian-Jewish dialogue.

Theological institutions, especially the Academy of Catholic Theology in Warsaw, are
gradually becoming involved in the theological dialogue with Jews and Judaism. Starting
from the academic year 1988/1989, regular lectures are being given on the nature and history
of Judaism, with emphasis on the main problems that underpin mutual relations. Hebrew
also has become an elective in the curriculum. In recent years students have written several
good master’s and doctor's theses, and others are in preparation. A Theological Symposium
"The Church, Jews and Judaism," which initiated the tradition of annual symposia directed
toward a reorientation of the attitude toward Jews.and Judaism, was organized in June 1989
through the efforts of the Department of Theology of the Academy of Catholic Theology.
Efforts are continuing to set up an Institute in the Academy dealing with the Catholic-
Jewish dialogue. The teachers of the Academy are attending more and more conferences and
meetings in various parts of the country. Fruitful contacts are being made with foreign
colleges and institutions. The Commission for the Future of the State Museum in Oswiecim
(Auschwitz) attached to the Ministry of Culture and Art was established in the autumn of
1989, and at the beginning of March 1990 the Council of the Museum was reactivated.
Theologians, who put on the agenda questions of interreligious dialogue, are members of both
bodies. Specific actions have been taken to create in the Society for Polish-Israel Friendship
a separate Section of Religious Dialogue, which in time could be affiliated with the
International Council of Christians and Jews. More intensive contact with Jews also is being
promoted by the restoration in February 1990 of full diplomatic relations between Poland and
Israel and the great commitment of Ambassador Dr. Morechai Palzur to closer relations
between the two nations and religions. Tl}eological publications are an important channel of
influence. In recent years, their number has increased considerably. With appreciation, oné:
should mention the two issues of Ateneum Kaplanskie published in February and April 1990
and devoted to the dialogue with Jews. These publications are all the more important in as
much as their main audience are priests and alumni of theological seminaries, and we can
rightly hope that their knowledge will be expanded and familiarity with the new theological
thinking more widely disseminated.

The Ballast of the Past
In spite of unquestionably greater understanding and considerable accomplishments, the

specter of the past still haunts Catholic-Jewish relations in Poland. Animostites and
stereotypes on both sides make difficult and sometimes paralyze mutual contacts. It is
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exceptionally difficult to break down these barriers, for their roots are deeply embedded in
the collective subconsciousness of the communities at strife. '

- A real drawback of the dialogue initiated is the too infrequent publication of the content
and results for theological discussions. Of the past meetings only the materials from the
Judaistic session in Pieniezno and the symposium "The Church, Jews and Judaism" have been
published in full.® Only two papers have been published from the interesting colloquium in
Tyniec and the plans to publish all of them are dragging on inordinately.” The conferences
and lectures from the Oswiecim Weeks are completely unknown to the public. Such a state
of affairs is explained to some degree by the general difficulties in the printing industry
which are plaguing all the branches of culture and sciences. But this is not the only, or even
the most important, reason. The reserve and silence are due to the still existing psychological
barriers and unwillingness to have closer contacts. There are publishing houses and editorial
boards which are not interested in or refuse point-blank to include information and material
on "Jewish" subject-matter. Sometimes such a position is justified by arguing that such
publications evoke strong emotions and reactions from readers, who are unaccustomed to
dialogue and even openly hostile to the prospect of closer relations with Jews. There are
many corrobatory facts that this is indeed the case. The interview of Bishop H. Muszynski
for Tygodnik Powszechny® called forth a sharp rejoinder from Jedrzej Giertych in London,?
who accused the bishop of heresy and selling out Catholicism. The defense of Bishop H.
Muszynski's position on the rightness of the interreligious dialogue!® was countered with a
long brochure, whose author, J.L. Majewski, shows intense hostility toward any forms of
cooperation.!’ Stating that "after the coming of the Savior, after His martyr’s death and
resurrection the special mission of the Jewish nation ended, and with it their elect status was
suspended” (p.3), J.L. Majewski concludes: "If the Jewish nation wants to become the

®B. Wodecki SVD and E. Sliwka SVD (ed.), Religia i kultura zydowska, Materiay z sesii

judaistvcznej-11 Pienieznienskie Spotkania z Religiami, Materialy i Studi Ksiezy Werbistow 28,
Pieniezo 1986; "Kosciol a Zydzi i judaism,"” Collectanea Theologica 60/1990/3, pp. 3-118.

"Chrostowski, "Nowe spojrzenie chrzescijanstwa na Zydow i judaizm--nowa teologia," Przeglad
Powszechny 9/1988/, pp. 263-278 = "New Christian Views of Judaism" Theology Digest 35/1988/4,

pp. 319-326; G. Wigoder, "Nowy Testament i chrzescijanstwo w swietle mysli zydowsko-izraelskiej,"
Przeglad Poowszechny 12/1988, pp. 344-358 and 1/1989/, pp.36-49.

8"Mamy wspolne korzenie i wspolne zadania,” Tygodnik Powszechny" No. 49, 6.12.1987, pp. 1-2.
® J. Giertych, "Czy narodzenie sie nowej herezji," Opoka 20. Londyn, Styczen 1988, pp. 1-18.

19Chrostowski, "Kto jest heretykiem?,” Tygodnik Poweszechny No. 24, (12.06,1989), pp. | and
4.

1y L.Majewski, Czy Jedrzei Giertych jest heretvkiem? List protestacy do redakcii "Tygodnika
Powszechnego, Wydawnictwo Narodowe "Chrobry”, Warszawa 1989.
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chosen people once again, let them give up the Talmud and Cabbala and join us - the
followers of Jesus Christ. Then we will very willingly enter into a dialogue with them"
(p.15). Judaism is called "a renegation which deserves to be condemned.” The brochure ends
with the statement: Christocentrism and Judeocentrism are two completely different, absolute
contrary religions, between which there is not and cannot be any dialogue, any synthesis, any
partnership and any ecumenism" (p.35). The Catholic advocates of dialogue are even more
fiercely attacked in the brochure than the Jews. This pronouncement could be regarded as
marginal and a symptom of a serious illness were it not for the fact that this publication is
sold in Church news-stands , and the author regards himself as a leading Catholic. The
hostility festering in these circles is not directed solely against Jews. There are equally
malicious attacks on other ethnic minorities and religious denominations. There is an urgent
need for the Church to dissociate itself from such attitudes and behaviors. On the other
hand, it is unfair to form an opinion about Poland and Polish Catholics on the basis of such
extreme cases.

Rarely do'the opponents of dialogue reveal their nature and intentions as J. Giertych and
J.L. Majewski did. The teaéhing of the Church is too clear for anyone to regard himself as
a Catholic and at the same time express contempt for Jews. That is why efforts are being
made to reduce the dialogue to a narrow circle of theologians and treat it as their private
hobby. One can see this on the example of a certain reaction to the presence of Polish
lecturers in Spertus College of Judaica. In the weekly Lad Jerzy Narbutt selectively quoted
statements about the Seminar transmitted by "The Voice of America" and glossed over it by
suggesting that the visit in Chicago was something individual, and theological reflection and
closer relations with Judaism--a fruitless oddity.}? Catholics do not gain any benefits from
the dialogue with Jews. The publicist does not understand how one could say that the
meeting with the followers of Judaism enhanced the awareness of the participants and of
their Christian roots, resulted in a deeper understanding of our faith, who Jesus Christ is and
what His place is in our religion. Apparently the enriching experience of a meeting with
different people is alien to him. It looks as though a discussion consists solely in persuading
and convincing an oppositionist and opponent. The author makes no mention of the
documents of the Church and the papal teachings nor of his personal attitude toward the
question of dialogue. His amniosity is masked by polished words and phrases.
Pronouncements of this kind are more concerned with paying off old scores than with
making a constructive contribution to understanding and cooperation between people.
Theology is a supplementary field for the articulation of certain political views. These voices

2.1 Narbbutt,"Zaskakujace implikacje," Lad No.50,(10.12.1989),: 8; W. Chrostowski,"Naprawde
zaskakujace implikacje,"_Lad no i1 (18.03.1990), 6.
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are less aggressive than the anti-Semitic views expressed in brochures and pamphlets, but
they reach wider audience and have an influence on the mentality of believers. Anti-Jewish
accents and illusions are a manifestation of a deeper mental attitude. This shows that in
Poland there are outspoken opponents of closer relations with Jews who at all costs want to
. bring a stop to the dialogue which has started.

But grudges and the ballast of a difficult past do not define the tasks and nature of
theology. On the contrary, theology developed in the spirit of the Gospel must lay down the
guidelines for coexistence with the followers of other religions. Irrespective of the intentions
of the critics of dialogue, their views have nothing in common with the mission of the
church. One cannot tolerate a situation in which hostility toward and contempt for others
is concealed under the label of the Catholic religion. In such an orientation we have to do
with the ideologization and instrumentalization of religion, which is made to serve the
immediate political plans and needs of right-wing parties. For this reason the Catholic press,
theologians and publicists have much to do in Poland.

For a more complete picture one ought to mention another hidden but no less real current
of reaction to the nascent dialogue. As a result of the meetings and discussions, publications
and reflections, many anonymous letters have been sent to the diocesan curia, bishops,
priests, superiors, ahd also to editorial offices and well-known and influential people. The
contents and tone of many make them unfit fdr publication. They often contain arguments
reflecting the stereo-types of a considerable part of the Polish society. Some of them contain
charges, warnings and denunciations and continually reiterate that they are defending the
Church from the "heresy of Judeocentrism." This channel of expression deserves special
attention. Many of the opinions contained there, however, require the consultation of a
psychologist or psychiatrist rather than of a theologian or historian.

The progress and quality of the interreligious dialogue, however,depends not only on the
people directly involved in it. An important role is played by theologians, especially in
systematic and basic theology, catechists, writers of homilies and preachers. Some deepen
and develop the theoretical premises of Catholic doctrine, others are responsible for teaching
and disseminating it. There is a wide field of research here, which has not yet reached its
full potential. Many theologians are not familiar with or make little of the content and rank
of the Vatican Commission for the Religious Dialogue with Judaism of 1974 and 1985. The
second of these texts, which appeared in the monthly W_Drodze was abbreviated
(censored?).!® To this day there has been no treatment of these two documents or any deeper

thought on the problems raised there.

13w Drodze 1-2 (1986) 149-150, pp. 59-67.
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A frequent sin of the Biblical scholars is forcing through the view that the "new Israel,”
the Church, has completely replaced the "old Israel,” which means that Judaism is a worthless
relic and even an error deserving condemnation. This is associated with accusing Jews--all
of them without exception--of the "murder of God." On can see this especially in the slogan:
"his blood on us and our children." The attitude of the crowd in the courtyard of Pilate’s
palace is seen as the culminating point of the history of ancient Israel. For example: "Let
his blood be on us and our children” (Mt27:25). This attitude of the people of the Old
Covenant is a turning point in the history of salvation.!* The result of such a view is the
theology of substitution: "The new people is united by baptism and obedience to the disciples
of Jesus and radically differs from the old one, which continues to live in legalism and
hypocrisy. And so the new people truly deserve to be called the true Israel"'® Judaism is
depicted as manifestation of legalism and hypocrisy. The formation of students in most of
the theological seminaries probably takes place in such a spirit. It is not surprising that anti-
Jewish accents--sometimes very strong ones--appear in sermons and catechism. They are
uttered especially during large scale missions and recollections during Advent and Lent and
the traditional parish missions.

All of the above shadows and weak points of the dialogue concern the Catholic side. But
the reconstruction and reorientation of 'thinking must take place on both sides. Though
there is only a small number of adherents of Judaism in our country, too few Jews are taking
an active part in the dialogue. There are also persons and circles opposed to cooperation and
influential Jewish groups and organizations not interested in the reorientation of the Church.
There are quite a few voices warning against closer relations with Catholics. It is to them
that the Catholic opponents of dialogue most often appeal. Everything should be done to
prevent the atmosphere of mutual relations from being shaped by the oppositionists on both
sides. The idea of dialogue would then be a pretext for further bitter divisions and
increasing the distance separating the two communities. Too little is being done to show
Judaism through the eyes of Jews themselves, to present faith and practice, customs and
norms of behavior. It sometimes happens that many Jewish subjects, including the theology
of Judaism, are more clearly presented by Christian scholars than by Jews. The religious
dialogue does not occupy much place in Jewish periodicals in Poland. An important aspect
of mutual relations is to publish and explain the primary texts of Judaism. The theological
reorientation of Christians evident in the new treatment of Judaism is not being accompanied
by an indispensable reorientation among Jews in looking at Jesus Christ and Christianity.

- Mj. Kudasiewicz, Ewangelie synoptyczne dzisiaj, Biblioteka Wiezi 53, Warszawa 1986, pp 213-
214 and Teologia Nowego Testamentu, viol. [ KUL, Lubin:i986 85.

B1bid., pp. 214-215 and 86.
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There are many excellent papers in both languages on this subject which it would be useful
to publish in Polish for the benefits of both Jews and Christians.

The dispute about the convent of Carmelite nuns in Oswiecim has had a very detrimental
effect on the dialogue of 'the Church with the Jews. The anatomy of this controversy
deserves the great attention and must be addressed honestly by both sides. The dispute
unleashed and brought out into the open the symptoms of an uncured illness gnawing at both
communities.'® It is common knowledge that many ardent and God-fearing Jews are not
bothered by the presence and prayer of nuns near the place of extermination. Nonetheless,
considering the feelings and fears of others, who are much more vocal in manifesting their
dissatisfaction and demands, Cardinal F. Macharski took the unprecedented decision to move
the convent to another place.

This was a sign of friendliness toward Jews and proof of understanding their feelings and
demands. An even more suggestive confirmation of good will and the desirre to engage in
dialogue is supposed to be the Centre for Information, Meetings, Dialogue and Prayer.
Unfortunately, the situation developed in such a way that instead of closer relations and
cooperation a bitter confrontation took place. The opponents of dialogue on both sides
gained the upper hand. For them every pretext is good enough to kindle the already tense
relations. On account of the dispute around Carmel Catholic-Jewish relations in 1989
reached their lowest point since Vatican Il Council. It is remarkable that in such an inflamed
situation the interreligious dialogue in Poland continues to develop. The issue of moving the
nuns is still a subject of lively debate. I believe that the sisters themselves, on whose attitude
depends the happy resolution of the bitter conflict, have the most to say about this.

Tasks and Prospect

Important tasks for both the Catholic and Jewish sides can be educed from the above
diagnosis. Dialogue assumes thorough familiarity with and respect for the identity of the
partner and willingness to cooperate in actions that go far beyond the good of both sides.
Progress in closer relations is determined by the existing state of affairs, and only on this
basis can one make predictions about the future and identify the obligations that rest on the
followers of both religions. Jews and Polish Catholics ought to be aware of the truth that the
attitude of dialogue is really the only way to overcome the ballast and barriers of the past.

Though dialogue has become a fact, it is being conducted by only a small group of people
from both sides. It is true that both one and the other make their presence felt in

16y . Chrostowski, "O Karmelu bez emocii,” Solidarnosc no 18, (29 September 1989), 3 and 10 In
English Controversy Around the Auschwitz Convent," Christian Jewish Relations 22/1989/3-4, also
OPREE, vol. 10, no 3, pp. 15-29.
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publications and that the situation has changed so much that declarations that someone does
not want dialogue are very offensive. Nonetheless, there is still no general climate conducive
to reaching complete understanding and cooperation. It gives one much food for thought that
in spite of the development of ecumenical contacts, the dialogue with Jews has the greatest
number of opponents. And yet, as John Paul Il emphasized in a Roman Synagogue (13 April,
1986), "the Jewish religion is not an external reality for our religion, but is internal to it.
The attitude toward the Jewish faith is different from that toward any other religion." The
statements for the pope, who in his country is the highest spiritual and moral authority,
ought to be widely publicized. If his position were really known and understood, it would
be an invaluable aid in forging new relations with the Jews. Bearing in mind the hierarchical
structure of the Church, greater involvement is called for in the dialogue with Jews by the
bishops, both on the part of the Conference of the Polish Episcopate and individual bishops.
It is high time to publish a document on the subject of Judaism similar to those which were
promulgated by other Episcopates. Such a document would be addressed first to the clergy
and would influence sermons and the catechism. Some bishops and priests put off thinking
about dialogue with Jews. These clerics claim that in Poland this problem does not exist
because the number of adherents of Judaism is small, and in some parts of the country there
are none for them at all. But the interreligious dialogue also is concerned with deepening
awareness about oneself, hence about the nature of the Church and its role in the world
today. It is worth recalling the words of John Paul II uttered on 17 November,1980, in

"17  The postulate of

Mainz: "He who encounters Jesus Christ, encounters Judaism.
reorientation remains in force even when there are no real possibilities of contacts with
Jews. The attitude of dialogue and a better understanding of Judaism helps Christians to
become better understanding of Judaism helps Christians to become better followers of
Christ. After the fruitful Seminar in Spertus College of Judaica, the time has come to set up
commission for the dialogue with Judaism in individual dioceses. This should take place first
in those cities in which the Jewish presence was strongly felt. In addition to theoretical
subject-matter, there are many practical matters to take care of (sacral monuments, works
of culture and art, Jewish cemeteries, etc.).

Of crucial importance is the education of students preparing for the priesthood. Most
of the seminary students and young priests have no knowledge or only a superficial
knowledge of Judaism and quite often see it through the prism of uncritically repeated
stereotypes. One must speak in a new light about the Jewish identity of Jesus, about the
permanence of the election of Israel and faithfulness of God. One should root out once and

30.

17Chrostowski, "K osciol wobec Zydow i judaizmu,"Chrzescijanin w Swiecie 3(1989) 186, pp.16-




for all the charge for "murder of God" and representation of the Jews as cursed and rejected
by God. Required lectures on Judaism ought to be given in theological seminaries and
contacts with the followers of Judaism promoted. Common prayers on the model of those
held during the Ecumenical Week afford great opportunities for closer relations and getting
to know each other better. Making this a reality obviously depends on the openness and
goodwill of the Jewish side. The participants of the Seminarian Spertus College are well
aware of how profound and fruitful prayer meetings can be. In addition to visiting
synagogues, we prayed together with Jews in'a Catholic church on Virgin’s Mary Assumption
Eve. Male and female religious orders, which have close ties with and influence on the
faithful, play an important role in Poland. All of the superiors of these orders, who
themselves must first become more familiar with the directions of change in the thinking of
the Church, should issue suitable instructions and suggestions.

The ballast of the past gives the theological dialogue in Poland a special color. It is
impossible to understand the Jewish soul without going into the dramatic history of Jewish-
Christian coexistence. One has to speak about this more openly, without hiding or passing
over in silence cases of intolerance and hostility, discrimination and tensions. Catholics too
with circumspection and with difficulty admit to excesses and manifestations of ill-will in
coexistence with Jews. Such a necessary self -examination is carried out unwillingly and with
resistance. Jews also have a lot to do. Events which took place in the present century weigh
heavily on mutual relations. Listening to the charges addressed to them, Catholics recall the
ties of some Jews with the revolution in Russia, the Polish-Bolshevik war in 1920, the Soviet
invasion of Poland in 1939, and the role of Jews in the political system and apparatus of
ideology and repression imposed on Poles by force after the war. Catholics are awaiting a
clear cutting off from repressions and atheization by persons who declared themselves as
Jews or persons of Jewish origin. In the consciousness of the most recent generations a
harmful stereotype has been created of the Jew as a subverter, communist and atheist, enemy
of the church and the Christian faith. All Jews who are sincerely attached to God and the
sacred traditions of their nation suffer from this impression. Such conditions are unknown
or little known in Western Europe or the USA, where there is a picture of Polish Jews as
deeply and traditionally religious people. The vast majority of Jews who managed to
emigrate from Poland before the war were believers, whereas those who got themselves of f
from Judaism. These tensions are linked with the question of Jewish identity and are
certainly painful for Jews themselves. Nonetheless, they are important to the intensification
and course of the religious dialogue. Catholics must desist as soon as possible from blaming
all the Jews for the actions of some of them. It must be strongly emphasized that Poles also,
including persons who had been baptized, were part of the apparatus of compulsion and
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atheization. This point should prevent hasty generalizations and antagonization of the two
communities.

One can point out many fields that require special sensitivity toward our Jewish fellow-
citizens. In the forefront is the Annihilation, which is called the Holocaust or Shoah.
Catholics ought to be educated to be more sensitive to the scope and nature of this genocide.
One should patiently recall and explain the martyrology and gehenna of the Jews, which had
something specific in it that must be respected and honored. One cannot count on shaping
attitudes of Christian charity without practicing solidarity with Jews, in whose minds Shoah
has stamped an indelible mark. So far no complete reconciliation of Polish Catholics and
Jews has taken place. The victims, whose sufferings ought to bring them closer together, are
suspicious of each other and are at odds. Both groups see their own wounds and scars and
are not concerned with other people's pain. The dispute over the convent in Oswiecim
revealed this clearly. Both representatives of the Church and activists of various Jewish
institutions and organizations must ask themselves whether they have done everything to
understand the Carmelite nuns and to show them the indispensable directions of dialogue.
The nuns themselves must open themselves up completely to the good of the universal
Church and not allow their presence and prayer to continue to be a bone of contention and
divisions. Irrespective of all declarations and solutions, a special responsibility falls on the
Carmelite nuns. For it might happen that their move to another place will be of benefit for
bringing the contending sides together.

Since 1948 the Jews have their own state. For the last twenty years (after 1968) there was
official silence on this subject in Poland, which was interrupted from time to time by signs
of clear ill-will or hostility. A young generation of Poles has grown up who know little
about Israel and see it in a distorting mirror. There is no doubt that this is the result of
obscure infighting within the (until recently) all-powerful communist party. Fortunately,
rapid changes are also taking place here, the most important of which was the restoration of
full diplomatic relations between Warsaw and Jerusalem. Believers in Christ also have plenty
of work to do in this field. If for centuries the ideology of "the wandering Jew," dominated
the way Christians looked at Jews the question should be asked with all earnestness whether
the return to the land of their fathers, to the land of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, does not
make it necessity for us to see the Jewish destiny and identity in a new light.}® The Holy
Land is rightly regarded as the land of Jesus, of His Mother and disciples, and the land of
the birth and beginnings of the Church. But this picture must be expanded by remembering
that the heirs of the First Covenant live in Israel today. Closer relations with them and

18Chrostowski, "Ziemia Izraela w ekonomii zbawienia i swiadomosci zydowskiej,” Ateneum
Kaplanskie 1-2(1990) 485, pp. 63-76.
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learning about their life will give us a greater insight into the earthly Savior, but in and of
itself deserves the greatest respect and attention.

Changes in the attitude toward Jews cannot take place without a radical rethinking of the
Christian faith. The ancient theological principle Ecclesia semper reformanda, is perhaps
more timely in this field than in others. In the opinion of many Catholics, the goal of the
dialogue is to convert Jews to the Christian faith. Jews defend themselves against such a
dialogue and see it as a mortal danger to their identity. There is no doubt that the followers
of Christ want to increase the number of converts and rejoice over every person who
becomes baptized. From its very beginnings, Christianity has been a missionary religion,
which means the obligation to preach the Gospel to all nations (Mt 28: 18-20). But the
calling of the Christian is not so much to profess as to give living witnéss to the faith. There
is a need to explain what a real dialogue is and what its relation is to the mission that is part
of the Christian identity. The Jews in turn ought to understand and respect the missionary
nature of Christianity, which is so different from the spirit and practice of Judaism. While
demanding respect for their own identity, they have to respect the aspect of evangelization
constantly present in the life and actions of the followers of Christ.

The social and political changes in Central-Eastern Europe face Catholics and Jews with
new hopes and opportunities and also new challenges and dangers. There are signs of anti-
Semitism in the Soviet Union, in the GDR, in Hungary, and also in Poland. With the end of
the totalitarian system and before fragile democratic structures grow stronger, extremely
nationalistic and chauvinistic tendencies are manifesting themselves. Even countries with
stable democracies, such as France and Germany, are not free of them. Catholics ought to
show greater maturity and resist all efforts to instrumentalize religion. The postulates voiced
time and time again of "Catholic Poland” or "Poland with crown and cross" are understood as
attempts to steer Catholicism from above and to define the criterion of Polishness. This
carries the danger of intolerance and a new totalitarianism. Instead of Christianization "from
above’ as an integral part of the programs for political parties, the real task is to change
people’s consciences and to shape truly Christian life attitudes. The followers of Judaism,
who are richer for a longer history, can help in this by showing the prophetic dimension of
religion. Jews in Israel, the USA, and Western Europe, who enjoy the benefits of freedom,
ought to be more outspoken in expressing solidarity with Christians who at the cost of
sacrifices and sufferings are finally obtaining what by nature belongs to every person and
nation. The changes taking place are putting an end to the programmed atheization of social
life and are restoring religion to its proper place in public life. The Jewish as well the
Christian communities are benefitting from the new political situation, which should bring

these groups closer together.
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The Evangelical-Lutheran Church has long represented a key element in civil society in
the German Democratic Republic and a key actor in political change.! Following the
Stalinization process, the church remained the only institution independent of the Communist
state. Even after the curtailment of intense atheistic propaganda by the state in the 1960s,
this independent status thrust upon the church a role of political opposition. Thus the
church served as a defender of German unity in the 1960s, a function it formally sacrificed
in 1969, yet has retained informally until the present day. Similarly in the 1980s, the
church became by default the advocate for dissent on issues such as peace, human rights, and
the environment. The church became the training ground in democracy, compensating for
the deficit in such democratic processes in society at large.

!For an historical analysis of the relationship since 1945, see the author’s The Lutheran Church

and the East German State: Political Conflict and Change under Ulbricht and Honecker (Ithaca,
N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1990).
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An interview with Jack Bemporad

For at least one rabbi, talking
to Glemp was the only option

By EZRA GOLDSTEIN

Rabbi Jack Bemporad gave an ad-
dress at the Vatican on the occasion
of the 25k anniversary of Nastra
Aegate, the Church document coil-

demning anti-Semitism, affirming wie
\aoiacy ot Toderinas  religion
and throwing out, after more (han
1,900 vears, the charze of deic’de
agaifist WS fTWish pecple.
~BempoTaE; cirsator o1 meerreligi-
ous affairs for the Symagozue Coun-
silof Ameriza, 10l the Catholic and
Yewish lcaders gatherad for the ooca-
sian, “Our respective religious radi-
ticns ha e taught that in the realm of
the spirit & breakihrough is always
possible.

"Something nevw and daring and
creative may occur, semsthing that
changes irreversibly the cousse of
history."" =

The acdresi typified the funcs
amentally oprimistic worldview that
has shaped Bemporad’s areer, ‘hat
leads him reguleriy from his home
nulpi 2 Temple [sraslin Lawrence ‘0
lecture around the country and the
world 2n Jew!th-Chrigtiar relations,
and that sonvincea hitn of the pra-
priety—ei 2n the necessity—of meet-
ing twice in the last month with Car-
dinal Jozef Glemp, the head of the

Cathelic Chyrnel = Polana.
The Giemp mestirgs were sur-
roucded by mucs-rubiicized conire-

versy tha: may hzve had es much to
¢ cifferenes within the
Jex. ish comemunity over haw to pur-
S8 TBLCTS LT iC & gopinT TIETion-
Jewisa worid, as with a Polish pri-
maie who once delivered an arti-
Semltie Lomuy.
——

Mc one inveolved m the controver-
{3y contends that TGlemp’s Aupust
11989 homily was anything but de2p-
" ly offensive, Init, the cardinal tees-

ed Jews of getting peasar.iedrric. of
spreadiag conunuzism i Poland,

and of controlling the world mediz.
The cardinal aiso accused Rabbi Avi
Weiss of Riverdale of having intend-
ed 10 kilishenuns in g itz con-
ver.t at Auschwiiz in a demonstration
Weiss had led there a month before.
it was that controversy over the con-
vent, which Jews had been demand-
ing be movad from Auschwizz, thar
triggerad the cerdinal's remarks in the
fizst place,

The disagreement lizs in what has
hspgen}ﬁ fince he homily—and
what happcrs nexl. Saveral rewish

et Boycoued Glemy, contendirp
that he had not backtracked far

o e

enough In subssquent statements, or
that his backiracking has been done
in the wrona langeage: Epglisn, pot
Palish. And then therz is Weiss, whe

~Femty made good on Als wwo-year-
uld threat wo sue the cerdmal for
defzmasion aWi_ﬁ?ﬁffiuer
Served the cardinal with legal papers
in Aibany on Sept. 25. Weiss led poisy
protests agaiast the cardinal ar “oth
his meetings with Jewish leaders.

“You ultimate!y had one of two
decisions."" said Bemporad. “‘Tc
toycoit Glernp, not to have anyzhing
to do with Glemp, ro condemn
Glzmp. Or 1o dialegue with Glemp
Ard in the dialogue with Glemp to do

teverything one could to point cural!
“i1the things w2 find objeciionable in, bis
" lhomity and &=¢ oy k2 responds.

“How are you going ‘o “now if
he's suscemibie o change unless yor
sez what he's done ard get ‘e mea-
sire of the maa &y reatingh’'m? " he

skad,

“Youcan say it's & judgmant sall -
But 1 can tell yau frem my porn of
view that it never hurs to mik, Ir
never hurts W@ glprify, And itceriain-
E‘ doesa't hurt fo t2lk with an indis -

ual who has msde the fz steps to-
ards us,™
Glemp—reprriedly g1 (me urgicg

gy mgme ml e Al -
e conihing o0 Arrer

a5 B0

bishops—condernned anti-Scmitism
in 2 pastora! [€Ter in_Poland in
Jenuary and in a Ieter written to
Detroit Archbishop Maida in early
September. Somg Jews, however, saw
a froubling ambiguity in these state-
ments and a TATUTE 1o Fpdlogze, spe-
cifically, for (he OTTensive Stereotypes
of his 1989 homily. " We ware disap-
noirted,” wrote Seymour Reich in
this newspaper ;ws we€ks ag0, 1D eX-
plaining why he choss not to mest
with Glemp. Reizp alw explained
why Iie had rasigned as chairman of
the interpational Jewish Commitize
for Interreligions Consuliations, an
umbrella grovp that ofien represents
the Jeaish sammunity in dialogue
with the Carl:cle Church, because of
1CIC"s inalality to achisve consen- ]
sus on whethicr to meet with Glemp,

But 10 Bemporad, who belisves
that “a breakthrough 1s atways possi-
hle * the steps that Glemp has made
toward the Jewish comuiuaity, hesi-
tating as they may seem (o some,
count for & lot.

“If you say sorzining that is anti-
Semitie.” sald Bempucad, “a2nd vou
make stalerienis tha: are first steps
towards rectifying those stztements,
it zerms to me the best way o deai

i is 10 mee: with var and say,
‘Croy, v2u've gone 30 farin reciifica-
ticn, How fararewegs =210 2o from
nece?

Yl et ustahe ea0l A ey snzof
fhose ste~gorypes i the hamily, con-
front ham with thosa siereotypes, and
see what hie has (o say, Andif hesays
1stilf believe it, and T really think what
1 said was irue and ! would repest it
under ANy AroumtStAnces, you ge' v
and walk out,

I beteve you are bling s -
wreas from your upbringin:
edcatior, am 1 zoing 1=
you for being Blind 9z am © - o
tumonthelightandtrvie ™

PUARAS SMIN WIGHLWVRUISNIHGILE VEV YR



" Bemporad

:
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continucd from page 3
your blindness?""

1t is rrue than neither Remporad nor
thoss ot his colleagues who chose 1o
meel with Glemp walked out in
Washington Sept. 20 or in New York
Oct. 6, But some who attended the
New Yoik meeting, like Rabbi Leon

| Klonicki, director of interreligious af-

{airs of Lhe Anh-Defamation League

_ of B'nai B'rith (ADL), were less than
* satisiied with ke cardinal’s perfor-
_mance,

Bemporad described a sceme in
NMew York in which Glemp was
“eross-exumined” by one speaker
after ynother, and in which Glemp
kept admilting thar he had been
wrong, And, he said, Glemp signed

On 1o staiements to that affect issued -

at both the Washington and New
York meetings (see box).

"*What more do you want from the
puy?”” Bemporad asked.

Klenicki, for one, wans Glemp to
say it i Calishe 1o admit to his own
people thie he was wrong about Jews.
Klenicki said thut what he wanted to
hear the cardinal say was, *“That wiil
be the fist thing 1 do when 1 get
back.” And, he claimed in a story
reported by the Sewish Telepraphic
Agency, he didn’t hear Glemp say
anything close to that.

Bemporad jouned with Rubbis
Mordecai Waximan, of Great MNeck's
Temple Israel, and Masc Tanen-
baum, former direciar of intetreligi-
ous relanons for the American Jewish
Comminee, to issue 2 sirongly-word-
ed rebuctal to Klenicki.

“In point of fact,"” they wrole,
“Cardinab Glemp's scveral state-
ments of regraction and regret —his

! letler 1 Archhishop Maida, his

statemenis in Washingon and New
York-—were published widely in both
the secular and Catholic media in
Poland. Polish reporters covered
both meehings extensively."'

»

Reich’s articie hinted at the deeply
divisive nawre of the arguinents,
preceding Glemp's visit, among
LCIC’s constituenis: the American
Jewish Committee, ADL, the World
Jewish Congress and the Synagogue
Council of America, Evenutally, re-

presentatives of the Commiuee and
the Reform and Conservabive move-
mems, in addiiwonal to other in-
dividuals, were invited to meet with
Glemp and decided 10 do so.
Bemporad is ive and im-
passioned man. and i is easy 1 fm-
agine him deeply involved in the
arguments withio 1JCIC, One need

“only listen 0 his reaction to Avi

Weiss, who lauded those groups that
refused to meet with Glemp (or un-
derstanding that “caving in to anti-

Semitism inspires greater anti-Semi-
tism’*: anyone who would accuse
Bemporad of being less conmiited to
the survival aod weifare of the Jewish
people than Weiss does so at some
personal peril.
““Would [ have accomplished
rc, would 1 have done better, if J
had been out on the street screaming
and-shouting like Avi Weiss?”" Hem-
porad demands.
© And then Bemporad demands (o
know if Weiss has done any of the

things he has (o improve Catholic-
Jewish relations: he offers a long list
of credits including helping 1o write
the first drafl of what has become
knowi as the Prague Declasation, in
which the Church outlined 1he con-
creie steps it would take 10 help
eradicate anti-Semitism; working on
the international team that finally
secured the relocation of the Carmel-
ite convent from Auschwitz; and
carefully nurturing ties with 2 long list

continued on nexi page
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Bemporad

coni nued from previawns page

of Catholic leaders who “genuinely
care about the lewish people and
Isracl.”

Clcarly, Bemporad's special pas-
sion is [or niecreligkus work, which
he conducts not just on an nterns-
tional level: he is decply involved 1n
ougong dialogue with Long lsland's
Catholic commumity He said 1han
this worh suits him both by tempera-
ment and upbringing.

Bemporad’s family left !y 1he

denied entry iruG schoul hecause he
was Jewish. iy parents’ lives were
lotally destroyed,” he saud. "My
grandparenis had 1o live in the forest
for 1) months. My uide was cap-
wired and execuied by a firing squad.

“When | was a kid ] would look at
phoios and see that half my family
had been killed by the Noazis That's
when | decided ta be arabbi. | wanted
L commn my life to Jewish continm-
1v. | wanted to ithominate the <lark-
ness of these uniinished Hvee ™

He o3y Tann and iy luent
Iaban, nas degrees w phuosopl v and
thmiugy from Hebvew iion College
and was o Folbrmgly fellow at the
Uniwn;n)‘ ol Rome He has taught

Lm Methodist University in Dallas,
where he was spindtual leader of Tem-
ple Emmanuel for several years. He
has cdited three books and has writ-
ten rome 7(essays, many of them on
the comphex and somelines Jdifficult
telanions between Chrisians and
Sews,

The premise of his interredigious
work is that he tutire of the Jewish
peuple can be better secured through
the deve alties than
throveh isolatio . He bases s Bl
dn mieikeetral ciasomny but also on
persouml experience: on theane hand,
his grandparem:, were saved by [iali

fan pricsi€; on the othet, fie gféw g in

W Ahieriar: lewish community

Jack and Alexandra Btmpamd walcomed to the Valicarn !:ry Popcl John Paul I
Saynowr Raich, former chauman of the Inrermational Jawish Conwnittee on inler
rafigious ConsuRations, standg befmad the pope.

prappling with guilt over having done
so little 1o save European J wry.,

“If 4l we have is ourscives,”® he
asked, “‘why are we asking (ot $10
billion m lr.un guarantees? Could we
by Durseives have given lsrael the 4.2
billionit got from the U.5. this year?
Was it the Jews who defeatesd Hitler?

s ridicutous to say we can only
trust other Jews, when we couldn’t
even loust many Jews to do anything
duting the Holocaust. Andit’snot a

orld where we can possibly pet by
rusting only ourselves,™

And Bemporad, intellectually, cun
point to what he sees as a sea change
in relations between Chrisuans and
Jews that has occurred in our hiletime
and in which hie can Jdamm to have
played some part. That change 15 the
radical thift i the anitude of the
Catholic Charch toward the Jewish
people.

“The Catholic 1eaching of con-
temps constantly reatfirmed any-
Semitism,"” he said. It held thai the
Jewish people are a condemned na-

tion for having killed Chinst, and that
they should not be extermmmated, bus
preserved to suffer for their sins.”

That teaching ended with Nostra
Actate, he saud.

“What we have is u radicatly new
refaviorship with the Jews.” said
Berapa: ad.

Ai the conclusion of the New York
meeting, the Jewish leaders 1ssued a
statement saying that they had uc
cepted annvitation to send a Jewish
delegation to Poland this winter 1o
tearh in Catholic seminaries and
institwdons,

A Jewish delegation will also go to
Polund to develop concrete pro-
grams, in diajogue with Polish
Cathoiies, to combat anti-Semitisne
and inter-ethnic siereotypes. Dem
porad will, ot course, be a paruici-
pant. 3o will Pelish Primate Joal
Glemp.

*If 1hat’s not saying 1t in Palish.
what is?” Bemporad, who believes in
the possibility ol breakthroughs,
demands. [J

-




Foirsh Pﬂmrs.fozac-.‘!.p. '

‘We Polish
Catholics and
Fews today share
a sense of
victimizaiion..
The followirg-ctaszrgny vas
ssugu by Curainal Glemp at *he
conclusion of his meeting wik

Joveish jeaders in MWushingtor,
Sezpe, 20.

Pam ziatcful 1o Archbishops
Maida and Keeler of the Nationa!
Corfergnee of Catholic Bishops for
previding rhis cpportuan: for me
1o meet 235 American Jawish
fead2is s the start of my pasioral
visit to Polish etinic patishes here,
And | am grateful as well to thoss
of vou reprezenting the fewith
comeounity tor yew wigdingness o
meet with me.

This is truly an importawne ooca-
Hon. 1t provides an opporianity
for vy 1o put behind us some unfcr-
tunate events of the recent cast in
order to begin to explore together
the larger past we have chared
togetner as Polish Cartholics and
Jews for the sake of a berter future
in our ancient relationship.

We Polisn Catholics and Jews
today thare 4 sense of viclimization

(N1
[
i
&
i

at the hands of the Nazi death
mackine of World War !, yet alsa
muast acknowledge the differcness
between our histanica! and contem-
poerary experiences Thus it is today
tirat both s memories and our
mcans of preserving and pass’ng on
these sacred memories for fuiure
generations need 10 he raconciled.
We are for 2!l the worid wiznesses
2f those serrible events of the
Shoah, the ultimaie crime of
genocide againsi the J2wish people,
ana also the Nazi erimes against

;12 Polish people.

Our ovn Palish Bisnovs' Con-
fererice issued for all Catholics on
January 20, 1991, a Pastoral Lenter
that was read in all she parighzs of
Polandandpublichad in censpapers
and regd on TV, That letter a3
written in the spirit of ree2e oz
reskuval. on the part of Poast
Cathalics ard reconiml ation > -
pween the Cathelic Crurek oo - -2
Jcish peaps. Indlr postna’ o
‘etlow bishops and I unanic.- .5y

wencemned arti-Semutism al. s
insidious fonns and exerea:io 'four
sincyoe 1egret for al’ *ac incidepts
of anii-Semitism whica
VRSB anyims €. 0% e 2.
Poush v s well as o sarraw
for al! he ‘n'usticss and harm dare
o Jews

It was <z this ~cofeund sp.rit o
reconciliavion (hat § reca! lr‘d inmy
'etter to Arcnushop Mawnathe 200
fizuit and highly emeouonal svens
of ihe summer of 1939 snd the *re-
greidtabie misuaderstendings”
wihch occtirred between our (w2
communiiies at that time. Througs
dlalogue, T have learnad that cer-
12jn of my awg staiements may
nase caused pain 1o the Jevikh
community and were seer as fos-

snng stereetypes of jews and

Judaism, but were in many aspecis
based on mistaken information, At
the same i'me, the Poiish Catholic
commurity hzs exparienzed pain
becauss of the siruaticn, I ragret
sincerely that shic unforsenat:
situation occurred, and re-commit
myself 1o working with yvou now
and in ke future, 1 the sprrit of our
Pastoral letter, ¢ combatting ant-
Semitlsm gt its very roots.

In this coniext, for 2xample, 1

118
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will be visiling while in Chicago the
Cardina! Bernadin Institute of the
Spertus College of Judaica. This
Institute had dedicated itself 1o
studies and programs of siguifi-
cance tor improving understanding
between Palish Catholics and Jews,
and has alrcady proven beneficial
in educating key Cathalic seminary
faculty in Poland in Jewish/Catho- ~
lic dialogne.

It is alsu a positive sign that tbe
crisis over the Carmelite convent at
Auschiwit? v, on the way to a min-
tually satisfactory resolution. Con-
siruction of the new copvent and

study center is well underway aagd
we Jook forward (o the nuns wov-
ing into their new quarters o soon
as possible.

Finally, I may say thal we live in-
credible times of amost miraculoos
and certainly porlentious events:
the break-up of so erapire and the
renaissance of treedom and denwo-
cracy n Bastern and Cenira} bu-
rope. Ax tlie yoint declaralion oy
the lnieinationa) Cagholic-Jowash
Liaison Commiltes meehing in Pra-
sur last year put 1t so well, there is
4 new spint in the world todsy, A4
spirit shat “‘wounld yaanitost stodlin

the work that jour] two faith com-
munities could do together o re-
spond to the needs of today's
world. This noed % for the estab-
ishment of human rights, freedom
and dignity where they are lacking
or tapenled, and for responsible
stewardship of the environmemnt, A
new image and 5 new attitude in
Jewish-Caiholic selations are re-
quired."

I pray thal this meeung may be of
help in furthering that new image and
new altitude which we all seek, |

e T P T S P e —
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PO, March 7, 1880 : ,
wopsk e Me , el D
7) tate
His Eminence Johannes Cardinal Willebrands 2 )
President Emeritus’ 3) vt Caca

Vatican Council for Religious Relations with the Jews

THEJEWISH I-00120 Vatican City

THEOLOGICAL  diviny -

SEMINARY _ :

OF AMERICA Your Eminence: ° 5

3080 Broadway '

New York NY 100274649 It 18 our profound privilege to invite you to accept the honorary degree of
(12) $79-8000 Honoris Causa

TAX (212) 676-8947 commemoration of the 25th anniversary of Nostra Aetate and

your singular historic role which both led to ita adoption and your tireleia

| efforts for its implementation since that time. Yﬂ pide tve dake
——— Navenber | but ave preparsd fo G-kuugl e day (o any Fime Conveny,d
Chancelor ¢‘ We are g:rateful for your indispensable role in the historic and revoluuonary
(212) 6788071 transformation of relations between the Jewish people and the Roman Catholic ] kg
' _ Church. We know and appreciate the difficnlties and obstacles you 5 “ui.,‘

encountered throughout this period and how your perseveranca and integrity
helped you overcome so many of them.

Throughout your distingunished and illustrious career, you have been an inspiring
model to all of us, who all too often only pay lip service to the ideal of
'Do integrating exemplary personal piety, profound learning and unwavering
men our religious principles and practices, wdides, # the same
me,/ maint compassionate understanding and reverence for the beliefs
Uf\.\ ort and practices of those who have every right to differ with us,

We of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America are particularly mindful
of the relationship which goes back to the beginning of Vatican I between
Professor Abraham Joshua Heschel, our reversd teacher, and Rabbi Marc
Tanenbuam, our very disti_nguishad alumnus.

One of the highest principls of our tradition is Hakarat ha-Tov, the mandate
to express and demonstrat'é our gratitude to those who have been our
benefactors and friends, even at times and places where such friendship
\_'_ was not altogether universal or rewarded. In that spirit, we ase—greteful
/-9 to have the opportunity to proclaim our high regard for you and hope you

will ?ﬁm by accepting our invitation.

m_.R“M‘\ \Jr“'-‘-a -

Ismar Schorsch R’
Ch e e~ . : ¢ S

IS:egh
TpTBRA DuAnY wrmon nma
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ELIGION

lent credence to Jewish concerns about
Christian polemical traditions as a source
of anti-Semitism.
In Europe, the Louvain and Pro Deo
" University studies which examined Catho-
¢ lic educational materials in a variety of
{ languages—Italian, French-speaking
" countries (Belgium, France, Switzerland,
and Canada), and Spanish—showed that
teachings of contempt were widespread
; throughout the religious culture. Summar-
izing these findings, Claire Huchet-Bish-
op, a Catholic scholar, wrote in How
Catholics Look at Jews that many young
Catholics in these countries still were being
instructed in the 1960's, 20 years after the
| Nazi Holocaust, the following teachings:
@ The Jews are collectively responsible
for the Crucifixion and they are a “‘deicide
people."”’

® The Diaspora is the Jews' punishment

for the Crucifixion and for their cry, ‘‘His
blood be upon us and upon our children.”
. ® Jesus predicted the punishment of his
people; the Jews were and remained cursed
by him and by God; Jerusalem, as a city, is
_particularly guilty.
® The Jewish people as a whole rejected
Jesus during his lifetime because of their,
_materialism. -
| ® The Jewish people have put themselves
beyond salvation and are consigned to
eternal damnation.
@ The Jewish people have been unfaithful
to their mission and are guilty of apostasy.
® Judaism was once a true religion, but
then became ossified and ceased to exist
with the coming of Jesus.
; ® The Jews are no longer the Chosen
. People, bup have been superseded as such
' by the Christians.
i Bishop noted that charges against the Jew-
, ish people were accompanied by a rhetoric
' of invective—"'verbal violence"'—which
attributed the most vicious motives to
them.

In citing these themes of negative theol-
ogy toward the Jews, it is not my intention
to obsess about the past, nor to seek to
evoke guilt. Rather, my purpose is to un-
derscore that the radical improvement in
Catholic-Jewish relations, theologically
and morally significant in itself, also may
' be a model of how it is possible to trans-
. form a culture that once demonized and
! thereby dehumanized a people into a
; whole new culture of rehumanization. It
i also has something to teach us about the
i importance of overcoming verbal violence

and toxic language which destroy human
I dignity and family solidarity, and replace
, those invectives with healing language of
| respect and mutual affirmation. That les-
 son applies equally to Jews as well as
Christians, and, [ believe, to all groups
who aré afflicted by such dehumanizing

" tendencies.
In the U.S., Eugene Fisher, executive
- secretary of the Secretariat for Catholic-

. Jewish Relations of the National Confer- described in the
¢ o

1

i ! '
ence of Catholic Bishops, published a
study of post-Vatican Council Il Catholic
textbooks covering 16 major religion series
used in the grade and high school levels. In
Faith Without Prejudice, he found great
improvements in the treatment of many of
the past troublesome themes. For exam-
ple, he found clear references to the Jew-
ishness of Jesus, which mostly had been
avoided in the past, and the notion of Jew-
ish suffering as an expression of Divine re-
tribution completely eliminated from the
textbooks. References to the Holocaust
were handled with great sensitivity, though
those to violence against Jews during the
Crusades and the Inquisition and to the
modern state of Israel he found to be still
inadequate.

In the growing atmosphere of confi-
dence and trust, the Jewish community has
conducted its own self-studies of its texi-
books in terms of what Jewish schools
teach about Christians and Christianity.
The studies found that, while Judaism has
been influenced in its development by in-
teraction with Christianity more than gen-
erally is acknowledged (Maimonides and
St. Thomas Aquinas, etc.), it does not de-
fine itself in contrast or comparison with
Christianity. The Jewish-Christian en-
counter, as described in Jewish high-
school textbooks, is social and historical,
not doctrinal or theological. On the one
hand, this avoids the problem of polemical
approaches to Christianity; on the other,
recounting the episodes of persecution, ex-
pulsion, and massacres which Jews suf-
fered at the hands of Christians for cen-
turies, and which are among the realities of
Jewish history, tends to leave a negative
image, not so much of Christian faith, but
of the Church as temporal power. In fair-
ness, it must be said that this negative im-
age is offset somehow by attention paid to
righteous Christians who shielded and
protected Jews across the years, and to the
high value assigned in Jewish textbooks to
religious and cultural pluralism and hu-
man kinship. )

Still, many Jews—Ilike many Catholics
—are not aware of the momentous chang-
es in Catholic thinking about Jews and
Judaism that have issued from the highest
levels of the Church since Vatican Council
I1. As part of the future agenda, Jewish
students, as well as others in the general
Jewish population, need to be informed of
these developments both in formal educa-
tion and through mass communications.

An unfinished agenda

Education. While remarkable progress
has been made since Vatican Council II,
there is still much to be done to change
habits of thinking. The self-definition-by-
denigration model has not yet been replac-
ed fully on the pedagogical level. Current
scholarship which sets the conflict events
b{cw T?lamem—particu-

I
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larly the Passion narratives and the por-
trayal of the Pharisees—into historical
perspective should be reflected in text-
books, teacher’s manuals, teacher train-
ing, and seminary edacation and by homil-
ists and clergy to a much greater extent
than at present. In Jewish education, par-
ticularly the seminaries, there is need to
overcome the little knowledge about
Christian beliefs and the history of present
communities, as well as a longer view of
the development of Christian thought and
history.

Communications. There should be a
concern that commitment to improved
Jewish-Christian relations is progressing
primarily among the ‘‘ecumenical gener-

- als,”* leaving a substantial gap with the

vast number of “‘infantry troops.” A
thoughtful, creative, and systematic use of
modern means of public éducation
through mass communications would help
close this gap and give depth to Jewish-
Christian solidarity.

i Joint witness, soclal justice, and hu-

man rights. The epidemic of dehumani-

- zation in large parts of the world is, I be-

lieve, one of the most profound challenges
facing Christians and Jews. Fanaticism,
resort to verbal and physical violence, tor-
ture, terrorism, and violations of human
rights and freedomof conscience are daily
assaults on the dignity of human life
created in the Divine image. Close colla-

« boration of Christians and Jews who share

a common vision of biblical humanism
could become a critical mass in stemming
the forces of dehumanization and in up-
holding the preciousness of every life in

- God’s human family. There are models

and structures in both the Christian and

| Jewish communities for advancing this

fundamental objective of redemption. It
requires moral will, commitment, and
courageous leadership.

World refugees and hunger. At a
time when nations and peoples squander
billions on arms races and weapons of
death and destruction, it is scandalous that
such modest resources are available to help
relieve the staggering hunger, starvation,

_ poverty, and diseases in so many parts of
the developing world. Wherever and
whenever Christians and Jews join hands
together and mobilize their common will

_and material resources, they make a cru-
cial difference in relieving vast suffering
and saving human lives,

Plurallsm. If, after two millenia of es-

itrangement and hostility, Christians and
Jews can create a genuine culture of mutu-
al esteem and reciprocal caring, the Chris-
tian-Jewish dialogue well could become a
sign and an inspiration of hope to other re-
ligions, races, and ethnic groups to turn
away from contempt to realizing authentic
human fraternity. This pluralistic model of
the Jewish-Christian symbiosis may be the
most important service that we have to of-

_Il'er to our troubled world.

t
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EDGAR M. BRONFMAN
Chairman

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Secratary

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT

Synagoguc Counci! of Arenca
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Tel: (212) 686-8670

Fax: (212) 686-8673

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT

World Jewish Congress

i Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22-734-13-25

Fax: (41) 22-73-33-985

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES

American Jewish Cocumittee
165 East 56 Street

New York NY 10022

Tel: (212) 7514000

Fax: (212) 7513019

B'nal B'ritly

Anii Defomation Lesguc
823 LN, Plaza

New York NY 10017
Tel: (212) 490.2523

Fax: (212) 8670779

The Israel Interfaith Asc.oe.
P.O.B. 7739 '
Jerusalermn $1.077, Isracl

Tel: (972) 2-63-52-12

Swynagogue Council of Amenca
327 Lexington Avennze

New York, NY 10016
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Fax: (212) 686-8673

World Jewish Congress
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Tel: (212) 755.5770
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SHAGCELE

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

TO: Members of IICIC Coustitueni Agencies 14791

FROM: icen Feidwan

(1) As a result of last Thursday's (October 31) TUCIC meeting, under the
chajrmansiip of Edgar M. Bronfman, it was decided to creaie a
COMMITTEE ON SCOPE AND PROCESS. This committee’s purpose is to
discuss and recommend the frame of reference, parameters., and questions
pertaiping to IXCIC relating to the constituent “agencies.

WILL YOU, THEREFORE, APPOINT ONE (1)
REPRESENTATIVE AND ONE (1} ALTERNATE FROM YOUR
ORGANIZATION AND ADVISE ME WITHOUT DELAY OF YOUR
SELECTIONS.

BB e e dmedsemcte . ima e

(2 The nex: meeiing of the International Liaison Committee,(kiown as
ILC). {:O"npr":ing the Vatican Commission on Religious Relations with the
Tews and IJCIT [5 sckeduled to take place MAY 4 - 7, 1992 in Baltimore.
MD tnder ine patrozsage of Arcabishop William F. Keeler.

A preparaiory committee for the ILC - the comittes consisting of
Bishop P. Tuprey cnd Fr. P, F. Fumigalli bet® of tne Vatican Commission, as
well as Do G ML Rjegner. Prof. Jear Halpe-ia. Dr. LE. Ehrlich and Leon A.
Feldman, wes oribi.la’ v scheda‘cu to m:,e in 11 2LEVA 0N chember 3-4,
However
WED}\ESDA" D‘:QEMBLR 18, 1551 ?h G NE‘:’A. Wc trust that this date
I3 conveniemt for you.

The Vaztican Commission has proposed the following structure for the
Baliimore TLC meeting which warrants further discussion: a) Educational
Issues - implementation of the Prague resolutions, b) anti - Semitism and the
Shoah - follow up of the theme of Prague c) Tikkun Olam,

WILL YOU, THEREFORE, INDICATE YOUR AGENCY's ONE
(1) REPRESENTATIVE TO TAKE PART IN THE ABOVE COMMITTEE
IN GENEVA IN PREPARATION QOF THE ILC MEETING. Please noie
thar each agency Is responsible for the travel and related expenditures of its
delzgate,

Thank you for your prompt attention of this matter,
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Froposal for Educat:i1onal Frecram st the New Centsr Ju
Auschwitz

F

The new centar for study and sducatian which
iz to take thzs olace of the present convent is  now uncer
construction.

This center 1s bzing financed by the Vatican and will be
opeEned &t ihe end of the vear. 5

.
.

The International Center for Christian Jewisn Understancinag
nas be=n invited to develop educational preoagrams.( s=e
enclosed lstters from Bishoo Muzingki, Archbisncoco Fesler anc
cardinal Glaemp &= well &=z the statemsnts from Origins which
indicates that this cemter - =rw geEsr tc the Fooe armg hs iz
dedicated 1o its successs) *

Certainly =~y orgcaniziation winich would heslc fircance this
c2neter would be 2sked 1o Dilay & orominant rot2 10 1:1s
TRAugaration and aevelcoment . The inaudaragicn cY tnis ceanter
would constitute & first 1m history :nﬂaihe sucporting
institutions would be part of & mew and \ichE entercrise in

interreligious relatlnnahioz. \\

Th15 center could serve as the nruatutvp= +Dr.gther centers

to be established in the U.5.The center would:

1- be coordinated by Archbishoo Keeléer ang mvseldf
organizing visits , couwrses, sEminars .lectures and siudy
sEss10ons .

2-develop curriculae for use in Folish Seminaries and other

institutions of learning in FPoland detailing Folish-Jewisn

history written by Jewish and Catholic scholars.

3—- Publish proceedings, lectures , and study guides- and make
them availabls in Folish and in English.

4~ Produce multipls lénquage vigeos detailing the work of the
conferencs center for public service television and +or
use in Churches and Svnagogues throuighout the worlad.

|

o Drlanize lecture bureaus for ths purpose of providing
lectures to Churches and Synagocues throughout thz world
to engender 1nterreligicus educaticn and harmcny.

UD a commitie= 12 produce sducational materisls for

ns ang pamohiete about the new cEnter.

1]
-
gs)

1= ard the Presiasnt of
cer an atmoschsrs cf
ne Foiisn governmaEnt

7=Organizce mestings with Folisn ot+ics
Foland toc coctain his support and engeEn
cooperaticn ana heip on the part of t

B et T T e kel EC e ety
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Y OF A JEWISH LEADER'S ATIO

by Seymour D. Rnhch
|

Bacause | thought it unseamly for Amerioan Jewidh leaders to meet with c:uamu

Jozef Glemp untll he repudiated in Poland the anti-samit!c accusations he made in his 1989

" homily, and because the International Jewish Comnpittee for Interreligious Consultntions
(17CI1C), which I chaired, did not meet ite remnslblhty in arriving at & common stance on the
Polish Primate's visit to the United States, I resigned pa Chairman of the umbralla group. that
is recognizad as the agengy of the Jewish world in its lntematiunnl dealings with the Cn.tholle

l

Chureh, : i
On August 28, 1989, Cardinal Glemp, haa:ld of Poland's Roman Catholle cmireh.
dellvered a homily at the shrine in Czestochowa in whllbh ha nccused Jewa of “getting peumts
drunk," of “spreadlng communisim" in Poland, of aet!ng "from a position of a people raised
above all otheu" and of nontroumg the world media. !T!e also accused Rabbl Avi Welss of F!ew
York, who had led a group of protesters who scaled the wall of the Carmelite sonvent on the
grounds &t Auschwitz, of seek!ng-tn kill the Carmeliti; sisters and $o0 destroy the convent. A
week later Cardinal Glemp deseribed as "oﬂenaivé" the 1987 agreement to move the

( Carmelite convent from Auschwitz and called for the renegotiatlon of the agreement.

The February 22; 1987 accord, signed in Genava by four European Cardinals and
European Jewish leaders (including two representatives from 1JCIC), called for relocation of
the convent within two years. It was the fallure !of the Carmelite nuns to move from

H 3
Auschwitz by mid-1989 that prompted Rabbl Welss and gix other American Jews to protest

T

— outside the concentration camp site and to then sealé the wall of the convent, They were

e

beater by Polish workers and dragged from the convent grounds. While many of us criticized

the demonstrators for intruding on the convent, we reacted with anger to their treatment.
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Cardinal Glemp's homily, and his eall for renegotiation of the agreement to remove
the convent, were denouncad by Catholie and Jew amu:. John Cardinal O'Connor of New York
gaid that the Cardinal's remarks were "harmful and d!atreuing." Three of the cudinl.lu who
signed the Auschwitz agreement called on the Poligh church to get on with the ralocatlun of
the convent. Harvard Law Sehool Professor Alan Dershowitz threatened to sue the Cardina.l
for defamation on behalf of Rabbl Weiss on his than nntlelpaud visit to the U.S. Tha Carﬂinal
subsequently canceled a scheduled September visit to uvara.l U.B. oities.

Under pressure from the Vatlecan and otht.r Polish and Cathollo Cnrdina.ls. the

~ Poiish Primate on September 21, 1989 raversed hig staqd and agreed tha:t the convent wnulfd be
\ moved fio:n the death camp, . | o |

Two years later, on July 26, 1891, it was annn\mced that Cardinal Glemp pla.nm;d to
traval to the 1.8, in September, Some Jewlish leaders expressed outrage avet the upeolining
U.S. visit because the Cardinal had niot retracted his antl-semitic remarks. Others saw the
vigit as an opportunity for dialogue with the Chureh leader. & . % |

But much hed happened since the Cardinal's 1889 homily, and it was not clear how
or if those eventa changed the Polish Primate.

An historic meeting took place in Prague in September, 1880, when Vatican and
1JCIC representatives agreed on the need for a progrem to combat anti-Semitsm {n Eagtern
Eurcpe. It was the first formal meeting In five years of the Vatican Commission on Relljim
Relations with the Jews and 1JCIC. Catholio-Jewish relatlons were back on track after
relations had bean disrupted by 9693 John Paul's 1958 meeting with President Kurt Waldheim
of Austria and by the contpoversy over relc;oatlng. the Carmelite convent. In Prague,
Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy, who heads the Vatican Commission on Catholle-Jewish
relations, acknowledged that anti-Semitism had found a place in Christian thought and
practice and ealled for an act of "teshuva" qr rspantmmemsh lizsion cammittaes

were to be establisned in Eastern Europe in an effort to combat newly emerging




manifestations of anti-semitism. Poland was to be aana of the three countries where the new
effort would be made. i
On January 30 of this year, a pastorel lstter by the Pollsh Conference of Bishops
wes read In all Polish churehes. It expressed "our s:inaare regret for all incidenta of snti-
semitism whieh were committed at any time or by dny one on Polish soil" as well as "our
sorrow for all the Injustices and harm done to the Jewu"
' The Amarioan Jewish community and the kmerluan Catholic Bishops have a very
good relationship. Dialogue, scommunieation and eoopa!ration are at a peak. It was clear }hat
the Amerioan Bishops wantsd American Jewish lesders to meet with the Cardinal as he began

his 18 day trip to 14 U.8. cities. 'I l

' On July 80, WJCIC leaders mat in New Yarln Rapusantntives of mc:c eonstltuant
ageneles In the U.8. - tha American Jewish Commttae, B'nai B'rith/Anti-Defamation League,
fiynagogue Councl] of Americs (representing Ortnodox.-(:onserutm and Reform Judaism)'.and
World Jewish Congress - all agreed that we momm.m!l to Amerioan Jowish leaders that they
meet with Cardinal Glemp in Washington ~ but onl.y i, while still In Polapd and before he
came to the U.S., he apologized for his 1989 homily, _eondemnnd all forms of anti-Semitism,

b

withdrsw his accusation against Rabb! Waelss, reaffirmed his belated acceptanee of the
agreement to move the Carmelite convent and atatad hia wmlngnesa to promote Catholie-

Jewish relstions in P

Discussions heid between Jewish and Catholle leaders in the U.S. concerning the

Cardinal's visit were Mctivm It was anticipated th‘lat the Cardinal would acknowledge the
hurt that resulted from the Auschwitz controversy, apo;iogize freely if any of his words caused
pain to the Jewish people, express hope that the Jawiaﬁ people find it in their hearts to forgive
him as he {orglves those who caused him pain, seak t0 act with love, respect and sensitivity to
‘the Jewish people and acknowledge that the ra!_:_bi who demonsteated in 1989 on the grotnds of

_the convent did not intend harm to the nuna,
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It was also antielpated that the Cardinal would make these statements in Poland to

the Polish people so they could hear these smeliout!v:s words from his lips as they heard his

steraotrpleally anti-gemitic words in his 1088 homily. |
On August 23, the Bishops Conference nléased a letter from Cardinal Glemp to
Archbishop Malda of Detroit, who i3 the llaison fon the Polish Apostolate of the B!shops
Conference. In hla two page letter, the Ca.nl!nal said, "I understand that seven members oﬂ the
Jewlsh community who disturbed the peace of the Cl:malite sisters in July 1989, to whien I
reacted In my homily on August 268, 1988, did not intqnﬁ to kill the Siaters or to destroy the
eonvent, I am not anti-semitie; I have publicly e:prmed my negative attitude towards am:i-
sem!t:sm.. I would like t0 re-state today that mtl-sammm i8 evil and is eoritrary to the s?h-it

of the Gospal.” ' f |
We wore disappointed. Our Catholle fri also seemed dlsappointed. ‘i‘{hﬂe
acknowledging that Rabbl Welss and his group did not 'intmd to harm the nuns or destroy the
convent, the Cardinal did not address the 1989 homily. Moreover, his statement was directad

~
i

- not tg the Polish people but to an Amarican prelate. i

In response, the American Jewish commlttcl;a {ssued a press release ;nylng that the
Cardinal's statament "elps close a painful chapter in Catholie-Jewish ‘relations.” The
Synsgogue Councll said the Cardinel "clearly indicates that he seeks reconciliation and

==.“L_;;n.'unitiw relations with the Jewish community”. The Al{lﬁ-Daflmation League called the letter
“a first step” and expressed the hope that Cardinel Glemp would deliver a homily in Poland
- "that will forever erpse the blemish of his 1969 remarll@l;h" WCIC acknowledged "the step taken
by Cardinal Glemp In his lettar as an effort towards In;xprovlng‘ relations between the Catﬁoﬂc
Church in Poland and the Jewigh commﬁnlty" and said that [t expected "that there will be
further cllariﬁcntion from the Cardinal while still in Pfoland‘and when he arrives In the U.8."

We also welcomed the ratraction of the accusation. thet Rabbl Welss and his colleagues

intended to do phyeigal harm to the nuns.
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The Cardinal's letter to Archbishop Maida was reported in the Polish press @ week
Cnn. ' ‘
| We continued our discussions with the Catholic hierarchy in the U.S. In the hope
that Cardinal Glemp would take the opportunity to aJdma the issue of the homily in Paland
before he arrived in the U.8, In the meantime, there were rumors thet the Blshops Conferenca
was extending Invitations to American Jewish lndors to attend a meseting with Cnrdlm.l
Glemp in Washington on Beptember 20, “

[ICIC had agreed on August 2 that we woﬁld "meet again at a later oecaslori" to
clarify our position to the Cardinal's visit. ‘

'rha Synagogue Council is the American. loeutlrllt of HCIC‘., responsihle for
eoordtnatlng WCIC's efferts in the U.8, for hup!n: the minutes spd records of our
deliberations and activities, for sending out noticu and mailings, and for amng!ng our 'Fi
conference calls and our meatingu.

I I asked EEMCmcﬂ tosetup & mutlns for LICIC, 1 was told no ane wes

available. [ asked that a conference call be mmmd ! was told no one was waﬂablo 1
~ went through thls for more than two weeks. | was bein; ntnnnwnml. I knew tha Eynagocue

{ Counell did not wmt IJCIC to digeuss the matter. Detiermlncd to maet with the Cardinal, the
leadership of the Synasotue Couneil did not want ta risk haing dlsmaded by thn IJCIC

e SN I

consultation process. They did not want to take the chance that some with!n the Symgosue

Council might want to reconsider the Synagogue Council position. They did nct want to talk

about a major Jewish lasue of conaern to the scommunity. They did not want an expression of
opinion by WJCIC. ' '

- There is no rule of law in Jewish organizational life that reguires unanimity. We

are not & monotholie community, We have differences of opinion and we may approach

.

problers differently, We do, howaver, have an"obugatton to diecuss issues and see if we can
arrive at a consensus. That's certainly the purgose of an umbrells group like IJCIC. And lf the

. group won't come tosether, the Chairman of such a group has no reason to continue to serve - n

ol
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expecially when the lssue {s Cardinal Glemp and sspecially wher ihe Chalrman beieved that

- agreeing o & moeting with the Cardinal befors e ﬁ-&essed the lssues In Poland t.;‘c_ould not be

in the best interests of the Jewish community., 5
I have been privileged to serve the eommunity {n many positions, m~st recently
naving complated a four yesr term as Prelldent of B"nal B'rith [nternationsl and a two :,uar
term §5 Chairman of the Confarence of Prasidents of Major American Jewish Orga.nlzntions.
it i3 aloe te have the title of Chalrman but it has to aene 8 purpose.
On Septamber 15 ! resigned ag Chairmen of IJCIC. ! &d so not In anger but In

wrve o oaid so becguse JICIC Maﬂ to maeet its gmibﬂities. It failed to meet' tha
_,p----n-_._-l

nm.uenge of taking & common stand, Had 1JCIC tnken a common stand it would have amcd

its proper role in representing the Jewish community with dignity and integrity vxrs-via the
Zhureh, The prineipal of Jewish communal unity was subordinated to the ides of epr-ry
eonstitutent body in IWCIC would go 118 own way. Thia Synagogue Council ard the &merlicm
Jewien Committee met with Cardinal Glemp in Washlngton. The B'nal B’rjth!Antl-Defamation
L2BEJe Ald nov stend, nor Jid I. The World Jewish Couu not inviteds ¥ it had b-&en. it

«guld not have artended. This diviston was unfurtunata for the Jewish community and narmful '

LT

to the effort to strengthen Catheiic-Jewish reint!cna on the basis of mutual respect ‘and

understanding. ‘
I beileve that unless and until Cardinal Glemp repudiates in Poland the anti-semitic
accusations he mad; in the 1886 homily that the American Jewish laaders should not have met
with him {n Washington. I also balieved that our American Catholic colleagues and Polisn
American Iriends will understand this position. .
Cardinal Glamp left Poland for Washington Qn Septembsr 19. At the airport he was
asked whether he would retract some-of the ataterémnta made In the 19889 homily. : H
regponded, "One has to reach out to literature and soclological research. And it's also
necassary to taike other passages out from my homily, which stressed the important role of the
Jews in the Polish culture and everyday life. Only af;.‘er taking these into consideration one

-
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can ﬂaad my homuy 'raking sentences out of cnnta;:t doesn't give a full pieture. But th '
" :m.., boda e “*’)"
genanl ecomplaint should be left to the sociologists ané historians. I dld nnt‘\ lnvant thm, 'I'hay )

are widely spread in our history and soeiology. Go nhead and research it." | , ].
The meeting of the Cardinal with same American Jewish ngnunut!m o

Wmhinnon on September 20 was desoribed as a "frank exchange of views," The: Card{m

rapo:-tldly gsaid that he recognized the paln caused l:; the statements he made In the FGIG'

homﬂy. He also sald that through dialogus hs had come to undarstand how his mtamenta' |

were viewed as fostering anti-semitic sterlotypes of ,Jewa and Judalem. There were meh

reported In the Polish press. é ‘
\ . ; But there will be a preceptiun in Poland that the Cardinal made thase statament!

|
under pressure from Amarlusn Jdewish Ieadars, to Jews who (a8 he put {t in his homily) “control /

the media." - - T

( reporters present at the Cardinal's press eonferenoa: and undoubtedly his remarks wir:l be

What was mlcoing- for me throughout was the failure of the Cardinal to addrusﬁr
these {ssues !n Poland, to the Polish people. He has met with many Pozish Agerican Catholiq»
groups since his arrival. To my knowledge he has not discussed these matters with any n‘?

them.
W ' i ,
It iz 7ot enough that the Cardinal ean leern our pain caused by kis remarks and .
express regret over them. He must, In my judgment, share these sentimenta with the Péliih’"

pecple and smbrace the historie Vatiean doctrine "Nostrae Aetate” adopted 26 years ago wbicl,i

?4—\

repudiated the deicide charge against Jews end whieh transformead relations between Cathnl!as

and Jaws.

Ly

I wish the Cardinal well. [ nope that whan he returns to Poland he w:u ﬂnally

addrass the issues of concern to us. 0y

Seymour D. Reich is a serlor partner It the New York law {irm of Dreyer and Traub anﬂ tha

Immediate past President of B'nal B'riti Znternationa.l and the immediate past Chairman of'tha

Sonferenca of Presidents of Malor Amerioan Jewlsh Qrganizetions.

"
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I em most grateful to Arcabishops Maida and Kealer of tho Natienal ~
Conferencs of Catholic Bishops for providing this cpportunity for ma io meet
with Amexrican Jewish leaders at the start of ny pasteru vigit to Pelish
ert.kmic parlshes .i,r this esuntyy. ~

’Iiua is t‘mly a1 'nm:ctmt oacasion, It -prwides an eppertunity to
axplora together Cathelie=Tawigh relations in the Unived States, which has’
besn the seene of 20 rany ploneering efforts and dialogues hefwesn Catholics
Brd Jews from all ovar tha world. Mach that I will leatn hera, therefcre,
wiil be of help T0 ouxr own andeavors in Polani to promote the same cause of
impreved relatians betissn tha Church and tha Jewish peopls.

. The histery of Jewish-Cathelic relations in Poland is unique, at ence
gloricus &nd ragic: 4glorious in the depth and richnass of tha religlous and
aldiural expressions of Polish Jewry and txagic in the wprecxented and
wilgus ganocide, the Shosh, suffered by the Jewish pecpis in 2olend at the
hands of the Nazls. The mjcrit; of Jews living in tha mr’ci todny are oy
cerigls frem torvitories of & \ab Presesl op fvsmer Polish natlons

As Pops gohn Paul II 80 candidly end revingly declaved td representatives
of the Jewish caotunity of Warsaw: 'Be eure, desr hrothars that tha Folea,
this Pelish Churek, is in 4 gpixit of prcfowﬂ solidarity wi you vhen ghe
locks closely at the terribie reslity of—the uneonditional E}zterminaticn—of
- your nation, an exterminatien caryied out with pra.‘-;edi,tnt&m The threat
'\ agrinet you was alse & threat agminst us.,..It was you who suffersd thia .
) texribla gacrifice of exterminacion; one micht say that you suifered it alsc
"Gﬁ:.”i’ on -had frof-thoss o were likewise to ba exterminated,,,.Teday this nation
s of Israal has become a lond warniiyg veics: for all mmam.tﬁhzmman anyens. .~
alse, it is precisely you (Jews) vho have becams this saving varning. In this
Church, peoples and natiors feel unitad to you in this mission" (John Paul IT,

Ta the Jews of Warsaw, June 14, 1987),

- We share, then, Jawe and Folish Catholica today, & very real sense of
victimization at the hands of the Ne2i death machine of wWorld War 1I, but alsq
an acknowledgement of the differences ketWesn ouy historical and umte:mary
axperiences. Thus it io today that hoth owr memories =nd oz means of
preserving and passing on these sscrad maamries to fubwre gererations need to
o3 reconciled. wWa ara witnasgses tcgetmr of those terridle, tarrible events,

The spirit of rescnciliation bet:—“eer us 8z pacple of Gedl naz been well
dgzcribed 1n the Joint declarstion of ths Internatioral Catholic-Oewiah
Liniscn Committse mesting in Prague laet Fall: “This netww spirit would alse
wanifest it:as.a.f in the work that tha Two faith comwumities could do tegether
to respond Lo the needs of today’s world., This nesd ig for the establighmant

\\



of uman rigirts, freedom and dignity where they arve lacking ar inperiled, and
for resporsible stewardship of the envirament. A new imags and 8 new
attitude in Jewish-Catholio relatians are required.” (Origins, Vel. 20:18;
Sept, 20, 1990, 2331-236),

Qur own Poligh Biskops’ Conference, of which I am the Preajdent, issued a
Pastaral lstter that was yead {n all the parishes of Poland aa Jarmary 20th
of this « The lettar, as wes the cass with tha Prague Deslaration, was
weitten theg&ritofmmhfw)mthewﬂofrmish
Catholics, In Pastoral, my fellow bishops and I formally ard unanimously
exprassed o cadamation of all ferms of anti~Semitiss and "o sinvere

regret far all the incidents of anti-Semitisp which were cormitted at any time
& by any ane en Polish soils...qlr saryow for all the injustices and harm
dclrsir s Jews! » Vol, 201367 Feb. 14, 1591, 893-595), I athor sl

~Semd They are totally incansatible with Cstholic teaching.

d
3
2

Canfevenca President, I strengl i.ﬂenu.f{ nyself with both the spirit
_ substanca of cur Pastoral, ItL,Ibel , part of an Lxrevarsible
process N undervay within the Cathollc Guch in Foland, as elsewhsre, to
past with honasty for the sake of cwr sommon future and to seek
m%mmumﬂmmeammhmmmm

BEREE
zﬁiﬁ:

. That oontyovarcy, dealing as it did with
aynbols and mencrrigs within both camumities, tri decp amptions
tivitigs &n both sides. The Murts that zesulted on beth
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CARDINAL GLEMP MEETS WITH JEWISH LEADERS

WASHINGTON-In a meeting with representatives of the Jewish
community, Jozef Cardinal Glemp, primate of Poland, recalled the
"difficult and highly emotional events of the summer of 1989 and
the 'regrettable misunderstandings' which occurred between our
two communities at that time."

"Through dialogue, I have learned that certain of my own
statements may have caused pain to the Jewish community and were
seen as fostering stereotypes of Jews and Judaism but were in
many aspects based on mistaken information,"™ Cardinal Glemp
said. "Similarly, the Polish Catholic community has experienced
pain because of the situation. I regret sincerely that this
unfortunate situation occurred, and re-commit myself to working
with you now and in the future, in the spirit of our Pastoral
Letter, to combatting anti-Semitism at its very roots," the

Cardinal stated.

The meeting took place at the headquarters of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops on the first full day of Cardinal
Glemp's two-week pastoral visit to the United States.

The members of the Jewish delegation were Rabbi Jack
Bemporad, Temple Israel, Lawrence, N.Y.; Rabbi Jerome K.
Davidson, Temple Bethel, Great Neck, N.Y.; Rabbi Mordecai Waxman,
Temple Israel, Great Neck, N.Y.; Rabbi A. James Rudin, Director,
Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish Committee; Rabbi Jerome
Epstein, Executive Vice President, United Synagogue of America;
Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, Director, Department of

OFFICE FOR MEDIA RELATIONS

UNITED STATES CATHOLIC CONFERENCE y
3211 4th STREET, N.E. - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20017-1194 /M€
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2/Cardinal Glemp

Interreligious Affairs, Union of American Hebrew Congregations;
Rabbi Joel Zaiman of Baltimore; Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, New York;
Mr. Philip Baum, American Jewish Congress; Jerome Chanes,
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council; Rabbi Henry
Michelman of New York, and Mr. Gunther Lawrence.

Catholic participants in the meeting included Archbishop
William H. Keeler of Baltimore, Moderator for Catholic-Jewish
Relations, NCCB; Archbishop Adam Maida of Detroit, Episcopal
Liaison for the Polish Apostolate of the NCCB; Cardinal Bernard
Law of Boston; Dr. Eugene Fisher Director of the NCCB Secretariat
for Catholic-Jewish Relations; Most Reverend Szczepan Wesoly, a
Vatican official charged with the spiritual welfare of Polish
Catholics outside of Poland; Msgr. Stanley Dzuiba, secretary to
Cardinal Glemp; and Auxiliary Bishop Alfred J. Markiewicz of
Rockville Centre, a consultant to the NCCB Migration Committee

(The full text of Cardinal Glemp's statement follows, as well as
the text of a statement issued by the Jewish leaders who met with

Cardinal Glemp).
#H%4
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September 20, 1991

STATEMENT OF CARDINAL JOSEF GLEMP

I am grateful to Archbishops Maida and Keeler of the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops for providing this opportunity for me to meet with
American Jewish leaders at the start of my pastoral visit to Polish ethnic
parishes here. And I am grateful as well to those of you representing the
Jewish community for your willingness to meet with me.

This is truly an important occasion. It provides an opportunity for us
to put behind us same unfortumate events of the recent past in arder to begin
to explare together the larger past we have shared together as Polish
Catholics and Jews for the sake of a better future in our ancient
relationship.

We Polish Catholics and Jews today share a sense of victimization at the
hands of the Nazi death machine of World War II, yet also must acknowledge the
differences between our historical and contemporary experiences. Thus it is
today that both our memories and our means of preserving and passing on these
sacred memories for future generations need to be reconciled. We are for all
the warld witnesses of those terrible, terrible events of the Shoah, the
ultimate crime of genocide against the Jewish people, and also of the Nazi
crimes against the Polish pecple.

Our own Polish Bishops’ Conference issued for all Catholics on January
20, 1991, a Pastoral lLetter that was read in all the parishes of Poland and
published in newspapers and read on T.V. That letter was written in the
spirit of repentance (teshuvah) on the part of Polish Catholics and
reconciliation between the Catholic Church and the Jewish Pecople. In our
Pastoral, my fellow bishops and I unanimously condemned anti-Semitism in all
its insidiocus forms and expressed "our sincere regret for all the incidents of
anti-Semitism which were camitted at any time or by any one on Polish soil"
as well as "our sorrow for all the injustices and harm done to Jews" (Origins
20:36, 1991, 593).

It was in this profound spirit of reconciliation that I recalled in my
letter to Archbishop Maida the difficult and highly emotional events of the



—8

sumner of 1989 and the "regrettable misunderstandings" which occurred between
oar two camumities at that time. Through dialogue, I have learned that
certain of my own statements may have caused pain to the Jewish cammmnity and
were seen as fostering sterectypes of Jews and Judaism, but were in many
aspects based on mistaken information. At the same time, the Polish Catholic
camnmmity has experienced pain because of the situation. I regret sincerely
that this unfortumate situation occurred, and re-camit myself to working with
you now and in the future, in the spirit of our Pastaral letter, to combatting
anti-Semitism at its wvery roots.

In this context, for example, I will be visiting while in Chicago the
Cardinal Bermardin Institute of the Spertus College of Judaica. This
InstJ.tute had dedicated itself to studies and programs of significance for

mﬁersta:ﬂmgbet&mpolish Catholics and Jews, and has already
proven beneficial in educating key Catholic seminary faculty in Poland in
Jewish/Catholic dialogue.

It is also a positive sign that the crisis over the Carmelite convent at
Auschwitz is on the way to a mutually satisfactory resolution. Construction
of the new convent and study center is well underway and we look forward to
the nuns moving into their new quarters as soon as possible.

Finally, I may say that we live in incredible times of almost miraculous
and certainly portentiocus events: the break-up of an empire and the
renaissance of freedam and democracy in Eastern arnd Central Burope. As the
joimt declaration of the Intermational Catholic-Jewish Liaison Cammittee
meeting in Prague last year put it so well, there:.sanewsp:.ntmthemld
today, a spirit that "would manifest itself in the work that (our) two faith
camemities could do together to respond to the needs of today’s world. This
need is for the establishment of human rights, freedom and dignity where they
are lackmg or imperiled, and for responsible stewardship of the enviromment.
A new image and a new attitude in Jewish-Catholic relations are required"
(Origins 20:15, 1990, 233).

I pray that this meeting may be of help in furthering that new image and
attitude which we all seek.



STATEMENT FROM JEWISH LEADERS
Following Meeting with Cardinal Glenp

Our meeting between Cardinal Josef Glemp, the Primate of Poland,
and Jewish representatives was a forthright, open and, we
believe, a constructive conversation.

The meeting was held through the initiative of Archbishops
William Keeler of Baltimore and Adam Maida of Detroit,
representing the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
Jewish representatives acknowledge with appreciation the strong,
positive relations that exist between the Catholic and Jewish
leadership and communities in this country, which were the
context for this meeting.

The Jewish representatives discussed in detail major issues that
disturbed the Jewish people raised by the homily of Cardinal
Glemp at Czesochowa in August of 1988, and his recent statement
made at the Warsaw airport containing anti-Jewish stereotypes.

The Cardinal acknowledged that these remarks were in many aspects
based on mistaken information and said, "I regret sincerely that
this unfortunate situation occurred and recommit myself to
working with you now and in the future, in the spirit of our
Pastoral letter, to combatting anti-Semitism at its very roots."
He also acknowledged the need to engage in serious joint studies
that would prevent the repetition of stereotypes, and increase
positive understanding of Jews and Judaism.

September 20, 1991
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Dear Mare, :

Henry Siegman gave me a report on his trip to Poland and Hungary.
I was pleased to hear that he has met some of the same people
that we have met. Cardinals Glemp and Macharski are keen to have
the conference in Lublin. We should concentrate on this. - We
should put behind us the whole Weiss episode. I am sending you a
Press Statement on the OXFAM episcde. I hope you are keeping

well.
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

SIGMUND STERNBE

. i ‘:'--- \;.:?-ﬁ
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12 Dacember 1989%

STATEMENT

A joint gstatement icsued by represantatives of Oxfam and the Jawish community
hald at the office of the Chief Rabbi on Monday 1i1th Dacember, 1989.

At a warm ard friendiy meeting held at the Office of the Chief Rabkdi between
Mr Jgoel Joffe, Chairperson ef the Executive Committes, Mr Michasl Dumpar,
Member of tre Middle Iast Comnitise, Mr ¥Franmk Judd, Directer, Mr David Bryer,
Ovarseas Uirector. and ir Peter Coleridga, Middla East C(Co~-ordinator,
representing Cxfam, and Dr Lionel wopsiowitz, FPrajident, Beara of Denutiss of
British Jaws, S$ir Sigmund Sternberg, Chatrman, Internatifonal Council of
Christiang and Jews, Mr Hayim Pinner, Secrstary Genaeral of the Board of
Deputies of British Jews, and Mr Shimon Cohan, Executive Diractor of the
Office of the Chief Rabbi, representing the Jewish community, 1t was explained
that the internal position paper had been written for the Trustass and staff
of Oxfam on the situation as seen at the time (September 1988). It had bean
‘intended that on the hasis of that paper a series of discussions would take
place sharing views with Oxfam supporters. It was furthar explained that
there had been ne decision to mount any popular public camnaign. This

remainad t.ha pogition. , R

If it 13 gvar decided: to.have & popular pubHc campaign in furtharanca of;fﬂ-w-?«,
peace and justice in the area}~ u1d -be. wigde. consultation inside andi G
outside Oxfam, including the Board of Osputies of British ch;:lngjgm g

mmm-.‘_‘

committing the organisation to the detaﬂs of such a campaign. % .




Minutes

Interreligious Affairs Committee
Synagogue Council of America
December 20, 1991

1. The meeting was called to order at 12:15 P.M. by Chairman, Rabbi Jack Bemporad (CCAR).
Those in attendance: Rabbi Joseph Karasick (OU), Rabbi Ezra Finkelstein (RA), Rabbi David
Lincoln (RA), Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz (RCA), Ms. Sarrae Crane (US), Dr. David Berger
(OU), Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum (RA), Rabbi Henry Michelman (SCA), Rabbi Stanley Davids
(SCA), co-chair Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld (RCA).

2. Jack Bemporad: We at the SCA are usually reactive. We don’t know our direction, we don’t
have a clear mission statement, we don’t have a viable set of long and short range goals. For
example, we aren’t doing anything with the Protestants today. Our earliest discussions with
them touching upon Israel led nowhere. We look at hisiory and see difiering sets of facts.

And then, when they brought Ucko to IJCIC, there was an explosion. At least the Catholics
are not pushing the conversion of the Jews; but the Protestants are unyielding on this issue, and
that makes conversations with them difficult.

3. Joe Karasick: We should not bring Israel into our conversations with the Protestants. We
have no relationship with them upon which to build. This is a poor starting place. Rather,
this committee should work to foster relations with the NCC, Black Churches, the NCCB, and
the Lutherans. This committee is the soul of the SCA; it can become a major force in the
battle against anti-Semitism. We could even plan to bring English speaking Ethiopian Jews here
from Israel. Let them speak as Jews with Black leaders in America.

4. Jack Bemporad: We also need a clarification of the SCA’s responsibilities with regard to
international matters.

5. Joe Karasick: Mostly, we should work through IJCIC on international matters, consulfing
when we carry out a project on our own. The Scope Committee will be clarifying this.

6. Jack Bemporad: We certainly need that clarification. We are the religionists in current
interreligious dialogues and consultations. We speak authentically out of a religious perspective.
I have problems, for example, with those members of religious organizations who confine
themselves to political responses to Israel’s current concerns. I am very upset by Edgar
Bronfman’s statement regarding his own personal lack of religious practice. IICIC is supposed
to be the vehicle by which Jewish religious concerns are expressed on the international scene.
RECOMMENDATION: THE SCA SHOULD SEEK A PRIVATE MEETING WITH EDGAR
BRONFMAN SO AS TO DISCUSS OUR CONCERNS.

7. Fabian Schonfeld: The Protestants are vigorously anti-Israel, but this really doesn’t mean that
we shouldn’t meet with them.

8. Jack Bemporad: If we work with the Protestants, we must certainly address the spread of a
revisionist history of the Shoah. We could be helpful in making certain that the Shoah is taught
in public schools. And, of course, this ties in with our need to be in dialogue about Israel. If



people harbor revisionist notions of the Shoah, they must also consider Israel to be illegitimate.

9. David Berger: Holocaust education in a vacuum is a mistake. It is indispensable to teach the
history of what came before. Poorly taught Holocaust courses serve to reinforce the image of

Jews as victims. We are needed to supply the context and setting for the facts.

10. Fabian Schonfeld: We ought not to approach the Protestants with a one item agenda. They
must discuss Arab-Israeli matters with us as well. We must confront the Protestants issue by
issue.

11. Jack Bemporad: I would agree, but Israel must still remain a second or third level concern.
We must work hard to establish a working relationship. Remember, Protestant churches have
large numbers of Arab constituents world-wide.

12. Joe Ehrenkranz: We ought to encourage the development of pulpit-to-parish, one by one,
grass roots level dialogue. This is not just a national matter.

13. Henry Michelman: We have always discussed a number of issues with the NCC. There was
a balance. Some of those items could be resolved, others were sources of disagreement.

14. Jack Bemporad: Let’s get down to specifics. I'd like to invite Rabbi Davids to give us the
highlights of his meeting with Dr. Jay Rock of the NCC.

15. Stanley Davids: Henry, Jay and I met on November 8th for a get-acquainted session.
Because Jay was carrying a suitcase, we began talking about his trip to Indianapolis, to a
national board meeting of the NCC. As a result of this, Rabbi Jonathan Stein of Indianapolis,
was invited to attend sessions of the NCC meeting as an observer. Rabbi Stein sat through one
meeting which is best characterized as having been focused on ’Israel-bashing’. I shared Rabbi
Stein’s report with Jay Rock. He agreed with the characterization, and has proposed that our
Israel Affairs Committee meet late spring with the NCC’s Middle East *Unit’.

Jay described for us the current menu of NCC concerns: a project focusing on the
differing ethnic and religious perspectives on 1492/1992; they are increasingly interested in
joining in on the SCA/NCCB project regarding religious values in public school education;
moving forward with a shared day on the Shoah. What does the Shoah mean to the genertaion
born after the Holocaust?; developing support for the Religious Freedom Restoration Act;
setting up a meeting among the presidents, presidents-elect, and executives of the NCC, SCSA,
and NCCB. - :

*A major discussion of the RFRA (and of Catholic-supported Religious Freedom Act)
ensued.

16. Fabian Schonfeld: We should have an expert speak with us about the RFRA. We should
invite David Saperstein to help us understand what the underlying issues are.

17. Henry Michelman: We have to remember that Jay Rock does not exercise major power at
the NCC. If we want something truly important accomplished, we must address others, such as

2



Joan Campbell.

18. Fabian Schonfeld: When Henry Siegman was here, the Israel Affairs Committee was
established and I was asked to serve as its first chairman. We had a major issue, and we were

highly effective.

19. David Berger: If there is going to be a meeting between our Israel Affairs Committee and
the NCC’s Middle East Unit, | PROPOSE THAT OUR PEOPLE SHOULD BE
CAREFULLY BRIEFED IN ADVANCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. Liberal Protestants
focus heavily here, to Israel’s detriment.

20. Henry Michelman: In the past, our Israel Affairs: Committee has also reached out to
Christian clergy to supply them with relevant materials about Israel.

21. Joe Karasick: Then we should let matters about Israel be the concern of the Israel Affairs
Committee and its counterparts. Let the Israel Affairs Committee deflect the heat on certain
Middle East questions from the Interreligious Affairs Committee. The SCA should take
Christian clergy on a trip to Israel. (Everyone agreed that this would be a critical project).

22. Fabian Schonfeld: If we do resume our discussions with the NCC over the Shoah, we have
to be willing to confront them on issues of revisionist history.

23. Jack Bemporad: STAN SHOULD CALL JAY ROCK AND GET START-UP
MATERIALS FOR A JOINT SCA/NCC CONSIDERATION OF THE SHOAH FOR OUR
NEXT MEETING. During that meeting, I would also like to show a videotape of Joan
Campbell speaking about Iraq and the Jews shortly before the outbreak of the Gulf War. WE
WILL SHOW THAT TAPE DURING OUR NEXT MEETING.

24. Fabian Schonfeld: I will also bring a very upsetting tape made by the Evangelicals about
Israel for our next meeting.

25. Jack Bemporad: OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 22nd, 1:30 P.M. Now let’s address the proposed meeting in Poland.

26. Henry Michelman: Leon Feldman and Mark Winer reported to me from Geneva regarding
their meeting with representatives of the Vatican as part of a session devoted to a forthcoming
Vatican/IJCIC meeting in the U.S. There seems to be no problem from the Vatican about
Keeler and the NCCB going to Poland. Also, there was agreement that IJCIC and Vatican
should go to Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary to implement the Prague Declaration.

27. Fabian Schonfeld: As a result of the joint OU/RCA resolution, we have all agreed that the
SCA would be the address through which dialogue with the Christians would be conducted.
Thus, there is no problem as we see it for the SCA to accept an invitation from Keeler. We
can go to Poland. This is a Poland/America issue. We have no problem leaving the boundaries
of the U.S. for this, because it is not in fact an international program. Glemp came here at the
invitation of the U.S. bishops. He has merely reciprocated the invitation.



28. Jack Bemporad: So I take it that our understanding is that the SCA can participate in
activities which transcend U.S. borders so long as those activities are not under international

auspices.

29. Fabian Schonfeld: The issues here are between Poland and America. And that’s fine. But
we must also know what we will be doing there and who the participants will be.

30. Jack Bemporad: Jim Rudin and Cardinal Muzynsky worked out a tentative agenda while Jim
was in Poland several weeks ago. The basic group to be invited are those individuals who met
with Glemp in Washington and in New York. We can’t choose not to allow those alrcady
invited by Glemp to be disinvited.

31. Stan Davids: We were not players in Washington and in New York by our own decision.
We were not players when the time came for the drafting of an agenda for the meeting in late
February. Jim Rudin was in Poland and togethcr with Muzynsky drafted such an agenda. But I
have been told by Fisher that once we are ‘on board’, no longer being rejectionists, then we
certainly can have direct input into the shaping of the final agenda. There are a number of
open slots in the program. We can fill them.

32. Marc Tanenbaum: This is dishonest. This is theft, g’'nayvat da’at. The invitations were
issued to individuals who were invited by Glemp. But now it looks like we are seeing the pre-
empting by one Jewish agency of the prerogatives of another.

33. Jack Bemporad: The agenda is set. The participants have been invited. It is too late for us
to join as an organization. Those already invited cannot be disinvited. But perhaps those
already invited who are part of the SCA can go as designated SCA representatives? I WILL
CALL KEELER TO CLARIFY THIS MATTER. We don’t wan’t the Catholics involved in
one of our turf wars.

34. Fabian Schonfeld: We must insist that any meetings with our partners in dialogue must be
through the SCA. We must be firm in our position. Unmoving. We have to retain our sense

of dignity.

35. Jack Bemporad: For all I know, the Catholics were never informed of our decision in this
regard. Have they been told formally? 1 think not.

36. Ezra Finkelstein: In the absence of our formal response to Keeler that the SCA would
accept his invitation, matters have gone forward without us. We can still have a strong voice
over the agenda and the outcome.

37. Marc Tanenbaum: Perhaps Keeler can be asked to make the SCA co-convenors of the
meeting, with the others listed "in conjunction with ..."

38. Jack Bemporad: I will ask Keeler if there is some way to salvage this.

39. Fabian Schonfeld: Perhaps if the invitation comes to us as co-convenors, that would work
out. We could not disinvite the invited, but we can control the agenda and the program.

4
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78 venus des Champs Etysees - 75008 Paris :
Tel(1) 43699463 Télex: CUM 850320 F Paris, August 18th, 1987

Mr. Rabbi WAXMAN

Synagogue Council of America
327, Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y, 10016

Dear Rabhl Waxman,

We have heard, through various sources, about the planned
meeting with the High Cetholic Autorities in the Vatican.

We understand very well the need for the Americen Jewish
leaders to study their common position on the scope of the
future visit of the Pope in the U.S.

But we feel that ybu must also understand that, we, in Europe,
have un opinion to express on the general relationship between
the Jewish People and the Catholic Church,

As President of the European Jewish Congress, I wvas asked to
formulate our position which is-as follows :

- We wish to teke part in 81l future contacts and negotiations
vith the Catholie Churchj

- We have proved our capability 4n this field.

T am sure that you and thc other members of ITJCIC will have

a full understunding of our poaitioen and will agree with it.
Moreover, our position has the full support of Dr. RIEGNER who
way prescnt and took part in our deliberations.

It is clear that we want in Europe to think about the preparation
of such mcctings and negotiations. We wish to benefit from

the competence and the influence of some people having already
worked in Lhis field.

This work and serious concerted thought between us-will not
be possible before the visit of the Pope in the U.S.

Su, we suggest that in the beginning you 1imit yourselves

to the relationahip between the Jewigh Communities and the
Catholic Church in the USA and later enlarge the discussion

with other subjects to be dealt with.

I would add that, in our opiniéﬁ..it can be of great interest
to also ask the Latin American Jewish Congress whether it is
interested in taking part in IJCIQ activities.

With best personal regards,

i g
F)) .Bfﬁh}‘#
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ukhtar murdered
West Bank

By GIL SEDAN

T LID, West Bank (JTA)~It was a day
nourning in this Palestinian village of
0, which overlooks the Nablus-Tulkarm
1road and the Jewish settlement of Einav.
ahmoud Salem, 65, was murdered.
le question bothering the villagers is
‘her he was killed as a result of a land
ite with neighbors or by Palestinian
nalists who believed he was collaborating
the Israelis,
lem had been mukhtar (head man) of this
je since the Jordanians controlled the
ory more than 21 years ago.
1 Sunday, he rode his donkey to inspect
livg m When he failed to return home
te” oon, his nephew, Jamal Salem,
1t to look for him. :

found the older man's body in the olive
: with multiple stab-wounds,
t Jamal rejected the idea that his uncle
nurdered as a collaborationist, although
cally motivated killings are more and
frequent in the territory.
ad it been the case, the killers would have
tyed a message to that effect, blaming
ncle for collaborating with the author-

he told reporters. “No one has done

twardly, the villagers show no emotion.
1ce has become commonplace in the
ry. The death of a village elder is cause
row, but not likely to change anything.
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Carmelite nuns
to vacate

Auschwitz grounds

; By SUSAN BIRNBAUM
NEW YORK CITY (JTA)—The ongoing
conflict over the removal of a Carmelite
convent from the grounds of the Auschwitz
concentration camp may soon be resolved.

The Vatican issued a statement Jan. 25
saying that “the Carmelite convent built on
the grounds of Auschwitz is now in its final
phase of..movement...away from the boundar-
ies of the former Nazi death camp,” according
to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, international
consultant for the American Jewish Commit-
tee and the former chairman of the interna-
tional Jewish group that has been negotiating
with the Vatican on this matter.
Conference Postponed

Two years ago, Jewish and Catholic officials
signed an agreement stipulating that the nuns
who are occupying the convent be relocated

1o a site outside the camp by February 1989, .

A Catholic-Jewish conference that had been
scheduled for February in Zurich was recently
postponed because the nuns had not yet
vacated the, convent, as called for by that
accord. .

On Jan. 24, Cardinal Franciszek Macharski,
the archbishop of Cracow in whose domain
Auschwitz lies, issued a statement saying that
“the new convent will be built away from the
boundaries of the former Nazi camp, along
with the interreligious center for prayer and
information.

“The convent will be constructed on
separate grounds inside the new interreligious
center, so that it will be in the vicinity of the
camp but well outside its boundaries.”

A Sign Of Good Faith

Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of
the Vatican Commission for Religious Rela-
tions with the Jews, sent Macharski a telegram
Jan. 25 expressing his gratitude for the
decision.

Tanenbaum welcomed Cardinal Machars-
ky's announcement “as a sign of good faith
which Cardinal Willebrands...has demon-
strated through this difficult crises.”

UCIC, the International Jewish Committee
for Interreligious Consultations and the group
designated to confer with the Vatican, did not
issue a statement at this time.

“We want to study all the exts closely, and
we want to confer with our colleagues in
Europe,” said Rabbi A. James Rudin, inter-
national affairs director of the AJCommittee
and chairman of UCIC.

There are five groups within UCIC, all of
whom must be consulted before an official
statement is issued.

“This is a problem that does have the means
for a resolution, and the means is the accosd
signed Feb. 27, 1987, Rudin said. “It remains
my hope that the Catholic partners to that
accord will carry out that agreement.”

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
ALBANY —Free income tax assistance is
available at the Albany Public Library. The
Internal Revenue Service Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance program will have trained
volunteers available to assist with tax returns
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Tutuvolunteers

as Middle East 1

By ANDREW SILOW C:

New York City (JT

n what he called his first public statements ~ Tutu's

on the 14-month-old Palestinian uprising,  Jewish
uth African Archbishop Desmond Tutu  of a n
suggested that he and fellow Nobel Peace  Educat
Prize laureate Elie Wiesel be asked to mediate ~  The
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Kovler

Tutu, the first black Anglican archbishop  which i
of Cape Town and a leader of South Africa’s  Action
anti-apartheid movement, said he had not The §
consulted with Wiesel on his suggestion, nor  South A
thought out the details. the Wa:

But he said he believed the idea to capitalize  the inst
on the symbolic significance of the peace prize  black-J
is “something that God is putting on me.” cause of

An assistant to Wiesel said that the author In his
and Holocaust survivor had not learned of  Jewish
Tutu’s remarks and would not comment until ~ will suf
he heard from the archbishop directly. diates”

Tutu’s suggestion was the climax of a 35- governn
minute speech Monday night at the Stephen He sa
Wise Free Synagogue in Manhattan, where  African
he was invited to receive the Reform co “techniq
gation’s George Brussel Jr. Award for his battle “Wet
against South Africa's strict system of racial  with yol
separation and discrimination. governm

The speech included the kinds of remarks people, |
that have made Tutu a controversial figure  does witl
to Jews in the past: He criticized Israel for A spol
“collaborating” with South Africa’s white New Yor
leaders on security and “nuclear matters.” And  toward S
he said accounts of Israeli actions agai and will |
Palestinian demonstrators “could be a descrip-  Pretoria.
tion of what is happening in South Africa.” The sp
A ‘Light Among Nations’? has main

Tutu also repeated a cﬁﬂfﬁ%—ﬂ& :ﬁa_lf:.‘f
made during a controversial speec . s
Jewish Theological Seminary in November S20&DOR
1984, that Jews are 100 quick to label any Raps H
criticism of Israel as anti-Semitic.

On the other hand, Tutu denounced anti- Tutu
Semitism and thanked God that Israel came ~ Palestin
into being. He said Israel has a right to  and hist
“territorial integrity” and condemned “all Jews
forms of terrorism from any source.” to cau

In a familiar approach, Tutu's criticism of 0 “disp
Israel was couched in terms of “disappoint-  ViCtims (
ment” that Jews had strayed from their God-  Descr
given role to be “a light unto the nations”  distresse
Much of his speech was dedicated 10 a  Said, ine
celebration of that role, which he called a  Christia
“precious gift” that God had given the world. ~ anguish

The diminutive Tutu, wearing a dark suit O"m"'_m.‘
and bright purple shirt over his clerical collar,  Populati
cut a charming and at times playful figure ASked.
during the awards ceremony and speech. address

He was warmly received by synagogue Out Isra
members, whose religious leader, Rabbi  Ratonst
Balfour Brickner, has a long attachment to 1 don’t
liberal causes. He ad

Brickner introduced Tutu in an address he were
condemning apartheid. He told the audience,  the pect
which included many of New York’s prom-  8¢neral
inent black leaders, that he had invited Tutu  YOU as1
not “because we want to send a message to mTk:ug\'

black Americans. We are not in the message-
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June 29, 1987

JEWS' DENUNCIATION OF THE POPE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE

Statement by the Executive Committee of the
Polish American Congress

The Polish American community has been stunned by the
Jews' uncompromising denunciation of the Pope for granting
an audience to Mr. Kurt Waldheim, President of Austria.

Accusations that by receiving Mr. Waldheim in the
Vatican, John Paul 1l is condoning and legitimizing
German war crimes against the Jews and denying the
uniqueness of the Jewish experience in the Holocaust
are ill-conceived. In fact they question the Pope's
demonstrated commitment to promote the reconciliation
between Christians and Jews and his determination to
expunge racism and hatred from mankind's conscience.

Mr. Waldheim was elected their President by the
people of Austria in spite of a violent campaign waged
against him by world-wide Jewish organizations. Under
the circumstances the Pope's refusal to meet with
Mr. Waldheim could well be regarded as an affront
to the predominantly Catholic Austrian people.

In their single-minded sensitivity to what they
perceive as efforts to deny them their unique and un-
precedented tragedy and loss, which they suffered at
the hands of the Germans during World War Il, the Jews
tend to thrust these admittedly legitimate concerns as the
central and only issue affecting Christian - Jewish
relations, to the exclusion of the equally valid and
sensitive concerns of others.

Thus, when the Holocaust Memorial Council invited
to a recent luncheon in Washington, D.C. Red Army
géneral Petrov, who was accorded a standing ovation
as the "liberator" of Auschwitz, Polish American
sensitivities were aroused. To them gen. Petrov
represents the Soviet Army which in cooperation with
the KGB was responsible for enslavement of Poland
through the employment of mass terror, such as the



deportation and subsequent murder of some 300,000 members
of the Polish Home Army captured in the "liberated" areas

of Poland, as previously the mass murder of 15,000 Polish
officers, Iincluding 4,500 who were shot in the back of the
head at Katyn, deportation of over 2 million Poles — men,
women and children — to the Gulag Archipelago, etc.

Polish Americans were angry, but in no way accused
the Jews that by honorlng gen. Petrov they condoned or
legitimised Soviet crimes commited against Polish people.

The Jews' intransigent position is countar-productive
to mutual understanding and reconciliation leading to
cooperation in areas of common interests and concerns.

We trust that moderation will eventually prevail
contributing to mutual understanding essential to
build the future devoid of racism and hatred and based
on the universal respect for' man's dignity, justice and
truth.

POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS
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August 13, 1987

Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman
Emanuel Coﬁgregation

5959 North Sheridan Road
Chicago, IL 60660

Dear Rabkbi Schaalman :

I feel that,following discussion at the recent
meeting of the Chicago Chapter of the American
Foundation for the Institute for Polish - Jewish
Studies; I need to reiterate and fully explain
the reaction and anger of many Polish Americans
caused by the vehement criticism of the Pope by
Jewish Americans because of the audience which he
granted to Mr. XKurt Waldheim., Tc a large degree
our anger stems from the fact that the Pope is

a Pole. We are proud of him. And more -~ in the
recent, tragic history of Poland: the trauma of
the German occupation followed by Communist ens=-
lavement, to the Polish Americans as well as to
over 30 million Poles he became a symbol - and

a hope - of the cherished dreams of the Polish
nation of freedom from from foreign domination,

Many of us feel that the Jewish Americans' de-
nounciation of the Pope is unjustified and that
it is harmful in that it creates resentment.

In the Polish American Congress statement (copy
attached) we argued that " Mr. Waldheim was elec-
ted their President by the people of Austria in
spite of a violent campaign waged against him by
world-wide Jewish organizations., Under the cir-
cumstances the Pope's refusal to meet with Mr.
Waldheim could well be regarded as an affront to
the predominantly Catholic Austrian people®
Personally I would go even further: faced with
the anti=-Waldheim campaign during the Austrian
elections and the vociferous outcry over Mr.
Waldheim's audience the Pope's refusal would
indicate his submission to the concerted Jewish
pressure.

Inc.

Several people pointed out that during the officiall

meeting the Pope did not mention charges of Mr.

Waldheim's alleged war crimes. I would argue that
the charges, even though substantive and based on
strong, but circumstantial evidence,
ven: innocent until proven guilty. Further, the

remain un-pro-



official audience was followed by a private meeting,
the procedure which was used when the Pope met with
gen. Jaruzelski in the Vatican, or gen. Pinochet in
Chile. None of us is course privy of the contents

of these private meetings. However, I don't think

it is unreasonable to expect that issues such as
repression of human rights in Poland and in Chile,
or Mr., Waldheim's role in the German war-machine
were rajsed,

In the Jewish Americans' emotional reaction all of
the above considerations appear to have been over-
‘looked. Instead the Pope has been accused of con=-

doning and legitimizing German war crimes against

the Jews and denying the unigqueness of the Jewish

experience in the Holocaust.

It can be argued that Mr. Waldheim's audience was
inopportune and untimely. Yet, the Jewish reaction
to the point of negating the Pope's commitment to
work for the reconciliation between Christians and
Jews and his determination to expounge racism and
hatred from mankind's conscience appears to be
over-blown and in fact counter=-productive.

"In these matters the Jews' tactic is wrong and
harmful!." siad an editorial in the New York based
Polish language daily Nowy Dziennik (July 3).

"We must conclude regrettably that primarily it is
harmful . to the Jews.For a number of years the
Polish American community has been searching for
an understanding with the Jewish community. The
fault that these efforts are often futile is not
exclusively Polishj

During the recent meeting of the Chicago Chapter

of the American Foundation for Polish - Jewish
Studies you rather bitterly remarked that while in
Poland, during his pilgrimage to Majdanek, the Pope
did not even mention the Jewish victims. As far

as I could ascertain he did not deliver a homily

or made any remarks at Majdanek - he just knelt

and silently prayed for several minutes. Did he
pray for the murdered Poles, or murdered Jews =

or just plain human beings ?

It is worth noting, however, that during his wvisit
in Poland the Pope met with the representatives of
the Jewish community in Poland. According to the
Kpdkow - based Tygodnik Powszechny :




Responding to the welcoming remarks delivered by
prof. Datner the Pope said that this meeting brings
back a lot of memories - good as well as tragic.

He .wants to assure that the Church was with the
Jews'! suffering and sacrifice; that the Jews suffe-
red for others too, for those whom there was no
time to be exterminated; that tragedy of the Jews
is a warning to everyone, the Church remembers
about it. "Szalom® the Pope concluded his remarks
addressed to the Polish Jews.

The Waldheim case is one more experience which
makes me feel that our Polish-Jewish dialog,
efforts to promote understanding and good will to
replace bitter recriminations, prejudice and set
stereotypes, are not making much headway.Our
objective of searching for the middle ground is

not served by overreaction and lack of sensitivity
for the concerns of others.

The only way I can conclude this letter is by
guoting again fron the PAC statement :"We trust
that moderation will eventually prevail contribu-
ting to mutual understanding essential to build the
future devoid of racism and hatred and based on

the universal respect for man's dignity, justice
and truth? . -

Sincerely,
Kazimierz Lukomski
Vice President

Copies :

Members of the Executive Committee, )
Polish American - Jewish American Task Force

Members of the Board,
Chicago Chapter, American Institute for Polish=
Jewish Studies
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Spanish Paper Interviews Waldheim on War Record
PM 2806132688 Madrid ABC in Spanish
23 Jun 88 pp 42-43

[Jose Grau dispatch: ““All Soldiers Knew What Hap-
pened in the War”: Austrian President Kurt Waldheim’s
Statements to ABC"]

[Text] Vienna—John Paul II'today begins a visit to
Austria that will last through 27 June. It is his second
pastoral visit to the country. The event has a religious
character, but few people doubt that the pope’s stay in
Austria will revive the debate about Presidemt Kurt
Waldheim’s war record. The former UN secretary gen-
eral believes that the dispute over his past will not recur
with the same intensity as it did last year when he visited
the pope in Rome.

It was, Waldheim said, provoked by “various circles:
You know to whom I am referring...” (he was referring to
groups such as the World Jewish Council.) He added: “I
do not believe this will happen now. Perhaps there are
occasional critical comments here and there but on the
whole the campaign is much calmer.”

On the occasion of the Austrian president’s Vatican visit
last year it was said that he had exerted pressure on the
pope to receive him. Waldheim called this *“‘absolute
nonsense™ and “‘a complete fabrication,” adding that in
any case the pope “would not allow himself to be
influenced.”

The Austrian president spends his working day in the
so-called “green room” of the Imperial Palace, the same
occupied by the Empress Maria Theresa in the eigh-
teenth century. His desk in the “green room™ was fairly
clear. A number of books lay on a small table nearby.
The conversation with ABC took place on the sofa
which, together with the desk, comprises almost all the
furniture in the room. Paintings by Franz Greipel (1720-
1792) hang on two of the walls; one of them, near the
sofa, depicts members of the audience at a performance
of the opera “Il Parnasso Confuso.”

Austrian-Spanish relations have traditionally been good.
Nevertheless, the topic almost inevitably had to be
broached within the context of the animated and contro-
versial discussion of Waldheim’s past in recent months.

**Has an invitation been extended for you to visit Spain
or perhaps for his majesty the king to visit Austria?”
Waldheim’s reply was negative: “No, nothing has been
finalized yet.” To qualify his answer somewhat, Wald-
heim added that Madrid-Vienna relations are excellent
and cordial and that this is always a good basis for
developing friendship.

Marc Tannenbaum, chairman of the International Jew-
ish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, said on
Austrian television on 8 January that on his visit to

AUSTRIA 1

Austria his holiness should discuss “Waldheim’s past.”
Otherwise, Tannenbaum said, it would be tantamount to
dealing “a blow™ to both Jews and Catholics. Wald-
heim'’s reply to this was as follows: “All this discussion of
the past has been clarified now. I consider it closed. I
have no doubt about the falsity of the charges leveled
against me. The committee of historians has established
nothing indicating any guilt on my part during the war
years. | shared the fate of hundreds of thousands of
Austrians who at that time, in their youth—I was about
20—had to enlist'in the Wehrmacht. It was no secret: it
was known even in New York. The entire issue has been
clarified meanwhile, and I see no reason to continue the
debate about my past. Therefore, 1 do not believe that
the holy father intends to continue this discussion.”

With regard to the possibility of accompanying John
Paul I1 to the Mauthausen concentration camp near Linz
(the capital of upper Austria), Waldheim said that “it
was never envisaged that I would accompany the pope to
Mauthausen. It was a pure fabrication on the part of
certain people who wished to exploit the issue. It was
never planned. I have been to Mauthausen—I pafd a
visit last year—but it was never planned that I would
accompany the pope to Mauthausen. His is a pastoral
visit. I will receive the holy father at the airport and
attend vespers (a church service) at St Stephen’s Cathe-
dral after his arrival. Then the pope will come to the
Imperial Palace, to these rooms. I will receive him here
and then introduce him to the chancellor and members
of the government next door in the ‘ceremonial chamber’
[no closing quotation marks, as published].

Asked whether he will talk with the pope, Waldheim
replied: “Certainly. First, I will talk with him privately,
and then I will take the pope to the ‘ceremonial
chamber.”™

It has been said that because of Waldheim Austria has
been ostracized and isolated, particularly by the West
European countries and the United States. Waldheim
disagrees that Austria has been snubbed. “It is absolute
nonsense,” were his actual words. He added: “There is
no isolation....” The president argued that there is a
constant flow of Austrian politicians—from ministers to
himself—traveling abroad and of foreign politicians vis-
iting Austria. It is absolutely impossible to talk in terms
of isolation. This is a malicious assertion designed to sow
instability.”

Next he talked about his visits—to the Vatican, to
Jordan, to Pakistan—and said: “In any case the world is
not confined to just a number of western capitals.” In
this connection he announced that he will soon be
visiting three Gulf states—Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and
the United Arab Emirates. Waldheim complained that
*some sectors of the media are constantly and artificially
trying to create the impression that isolation is occur-
ring.”. .
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With regard to whether it was the Austrian Socialist
Party—and in particular its former leader, Fred Sino-
watz—that began the attack on him, Waldheim stressed
that he has no intention of accusing anyone but added
that the campaign undoubtedly did start in Austria prior
to the 1986 presidential elections: “There was a profes-
sor... a political scientist who collected material. The
material was sent 1o New York; through channels known
to us but which I do not want to name. From there it
spread throughout the world, thanks to the World Jewish
Congress and above all THE NEW YORK TIMES and
THE WASHINGTON POST."” Waldheim said that orig-
inally the debate on his past had domestic causes con-
nected with the presidential election and that outside
forces and particular sectors of the media then became
involved.

The Austrian president believes that the Yugoslav Gov-
ernment has behaved correctly in the debate on his past.
He recalled that it was the Yugoslav Government that
finally made it clear that the document published by the
German weekly DER SPIEGEL—a document supplied
by Yugoslav historian Plenca—was false. With regard to
the Yugoslav press' harsh criticism of him, Waldheim
said: *“Yugoslavia is not a dictatorship and it cannot tell
the media what they must do.” He believes that Belgrade
has tried to calm the situation, though it has had prob-
lems with World War Il veterans’ and other people’s
feelings. “Official Yugoslavia has behaved well,” he
concluded.

Bruno Kreisky, a régular visitor to Majorca and for many
years Austrian chancellor, said in April 1986 that he had
severed relations with Waldheim. The president said
that he has always esteemed Kreisky but that he should
be acquainted with his World War II activities because
they were described in his personal records at the For-
eign Ministry. “If he did not know all about me it is not
my fault.” Waldheim maintains that it is unnecessary to
tell everything, though not because he wants to hide
anything. “It is certainly not my fault if Kreisky did not
know certain things,” he said, adding: “I regret the fact
that this situation has been reached but it is certainly not
my fault.” .

The former UN secretary general, who spent 30 years in
New York, is aware that it will not be at all easy for his
name to be removed from the *“watch list” (the list of
people who cannot enter the United States for various
reasons, including suspicion of war crimes). For a reap-
praisal of his case he would have to apply for a visa as a
private individual but, as head of state, he will not do
this. He described the decision to place him on the
*watch list” as a **serious violation of international law.”

AUSTRIA

He stressed that the decision was made under “huge
pressure” and that there are hardly any “legal means of
countering it.” Nevertheless, he has not lost hope of a
reappraisal. His relations with the Austrian Socialist
Party are courteous: “The relevant party bodies have not
requested my resignation.... The government and Parlia-
ment have condemned the ‘watch list’ decision as a
violation of international law.”

Since the publication of the report on Waldheim's past
by the international committee of historians in February
of this year the constant refrain about Waldheim’s not
being a war criminal but being “morally guilty” and
“having known’ has ceased. For his part, the president
pointed out that the report does not mention the world
“moral.” Waldheim said that the report “contradicts”
itself because while its main part confirms that, on the
basis of available documentation, he cannot be charged,
the historians argue in the conclusions that **1 must have
known a great deal because of my presence in the
Balkans.” However, Waldheim argued, “all soldiers
knew what was happening in the war and it is unaccept-
able to take this as a basis of culpability.”

Our conversation on this pertinent question continued
as follows: “If I had known that my failure to recount
each stage of my activity during World War Il in the
form of a detailed record would be interpreted some day
as evidence of my desire to hide something, then I would
have told everything. This was my mistake because I did
not expect to be asked this.... From the moment the
campaign started I told everything.... In any case my
conscience is quite clear.... I see no reason why I should
resign. It would not be understood by the Austrian
people—or at least by the majority of them. If | were 10
ask you (I do not know how old you are) what you did on
a particular day 20 years ago, you would say: ‘Goodness,
I will have to look it up; perhaps there is something in my
diary!” The events involving me took place over 40 years
ago. This is why sometimes | have made mistakes about
the date of a particular event or about whether or not I
was in one place or another or have said that I could not
answer something immediately. But it cannot be con-
cluded from this that I ‘tried to conceal the truth’ or that
1 have ‘memory gaps.” Now everything is clear; it has all
been investigated.”

In conclusion Waldheim said that Austria is not “a
particularly anti-Semitic country.” He considers this
“another fabrication used to attack the Austrian
people.” Waldheim said that according 1o a recent opin-
ion poll 7 percent of the Austrian population can be
considered anti-Semitic. **Of course this is a bad thing in
itself but no such conclusion can be drawn from it.”
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" October 1, 1986

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee
165 East 65th Street
New York, New York  10022-2746

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

We are looking forward to your participation in our 11th
Annual forthcom:ng Conference on the Holocaust, November
9-11, 1986 in Philadelphia. e

As you know the theme of our Conference on Teaching the
Lessons of the Holocaust is "WHAT WAS LOST THEN,..WHAT 1S
TO BE PROTECTED NOW', and the rationale is explained more
fully in the enclosed Program Objectives.

The Luncheon, "HUMAN RIGHTS: THE TASK AHEAD," comes under
the theme of "AFFIRMING PLURALISM'", in which you will be
participating. It will take place on Tuesday, November
11, 1986, 12:30 p.m. at the Sheraton Society Hill, Dock
Street, Philadelphia.

The honorarium we offer is $1000. We would be glad to make
hotel reservations for you if you let us know for which
night. 5

Enclosed you will find theLprdgfamjbfgéﬁgféf%a?“your information,
May | also take this opportunity to extend a most cordial
invitation to you to join members of the Council and other

program participants at our luncheons on November 10th and
11th and at dinner on November 10th,

continued, eoeevoes

S ==

s N
Suite 500 - 1520 Locust Street - Philadelphia, PA 19102 + (215) 545:-8430

. b




| am enclosing a response card for the luncheons
and dinner for your convenience. Could you please
fill it out and return by October 22nd.

If you have not done so, please send us a bio and
2 or 3 black and white glossy photos for publicity
purposes.

e do not hesitate to call me (215) 545-8430,
if you need further information,

Thank you again for accepting our invitation. | 1ok
* forward to hearing from you and meeting you at the
Conference.

Cordially,

sk, Clisar

Raelea Charen
Conference Coordinator

RC:sec

Enclosures



ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON THE LESSONS OF THE HOLOCAUST
""WHAT WAS LOST THEN...WHAT IS TO BE PROTECTED NOW' .

NOVEMBER 9-11, 1986
PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

eeveses O BRING TO CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS THE KNOWLEDGE OF HOW MINORITIES IN A SOCIETY
CAN BECOME IMPERILED,

easeeaalO IDENTIFY AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE DESTRUCTIVE EF}ECT OF THE HOLOCAUST ON JEWISH
CULTURAL ROOTS.

eveesssT0 TEACH HOW SEVERED CULTURAL ROOTS CAN BE RECOVERED.
essseesTO REACH OUT TO OTHERS WITH SIMILAR EXPERIENCES.
esssessTO ACKNOWLEDGE A COMMITMENT TO INSTITUTIONS THAT PROTECT PLURALISM,

eesesea 10 REAFFIRM THE QUEST FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.

/sec
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His Excellency
Chancellor of the German!| Federal Republic
Dr. Helmuth Kohl '
c/o The German Embassy . i
Tel Aviv ’ |

Jerusalem, 24 January 1984

Your Excellency,

Denial'o}'}blocaust. Final Solution Scheme and
Extermination Camps for Jews in Europe

We, the undersigned, appeal to the Chancellor of the Federal Republic
the Government and Parliamént in Bonn, to support the publication of the most
important judgments from|the trials of Nazi criminals in Germany, who were
responsible for the extermination of several million Jews in Europe in the
death camps of

.  Auschwitz, Belzei, Chelmno, Maidanek, Sobibor and Treblinka

These trials took piace between 1960 and 1983. For the last 25 years
several hundred trials of Nazi criminals have taken place in Germany. We are.
interested in the 2D‘mosi important , among whom were German investigators,
German historians, German prosecutors, German judges, German lawyers and the
criminals themselves. e criminals and the witnesses related how millions of
Jews were mudered in the)years 19411945, by order of the leaders of the HNazi
regime, Hitler, Himmler apd his SS,

The German Pollice aid Law Courts have cooperated during the past 25 years
with Police and Law Cour$s in Israel to uncover the truth and to do justice.
German judges, investigators and lawyers frequently come to Israel to examine
witnesses, as well as travelling to Poland to visit the places where the
murders were carried outT

We are convinced thit the time has-come for joint action of the German
and Israel Governments to publish the 20 important trials of the 5SS Commaaders
who headed € excerminacion o e Jews of Europe. Such
publlcatlon should be distributed in the universities and public libraries in
Germany in order to disclose the truth to the new generation of Germans, whom
propagandists are tryingito lead astray by denying the Holocaust and the
"Final Solution". We also propoSe the creation of a Fund to translale these
judgments into English, French and other languages, in order to counter the

* vicious propaganda of thosSe interested In denying the past.
!
i I N 'a.o, 2
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\JDavid Levy -
Deputy Prime Minister
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Cher Monsieur Halpérin,

Merci de votre lettre du 13 aofit. Ce sont les vacances
et une maladie de Mgr Salzmann qui ont empé&ché la Commission
pour le Judaisme de vous:envoyer tout de suite les informa-
tions requises. Je leur avait transmis, en effet, le contenu
de notre conversation téléphonique du mois dernier. Le Pere
Duprey vient de me dire qu'il vous écrira sans tarder.

Je tiens a vous remercier treés sincérement de 1l'intérét
que vous portez a la rencontre de priére d'Assisi. Il va
sans dire qu'on sera trés heureux d'y voir une représenta-
tion juive importante et nombreuse, dans la mésure du possible.

Je vous prie d'agréer l'expression de ma religieuse
sympathie :

votre trés dévoué

Roger Card. Etchegaray
Président
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At the outset let me express my deep gratitude to my colleague Fr. Chrobot and

the members of PAHA for the kind invitation to participate in this year's meeting.
Since I am not a professional historian but a social ethicist mine will not be a
formal paper following the canons of the discipline. Rather I would like to offer
some personal reflections on the implications of the controversies, often intense,
between Jews and Poles regarding the film '"Shoah" and the proposed Catholic
sisters convent at the Auschwitz concentration camp site. My aim is not so much to
discuss each issue in detail but rather to draw out and comment upon some of their
long-term significance. I will do so against the background of my two decades of
work in the general Christian-Jewish dialogue on both the academic and popular
levels as well as my increasing involvement during the past decade in the specific
issues of the Polish-Jewish relationship.

Part I - "Shoah"

Reams have been written pro and con about Claude Lanzmann's epic film. Let me give
you my own reaction in brief knowing full well that many here may not share my
judgment. I believe "Shoah'" is at one and the same time a brilliant masterpiece and
a seriously flawed artistic creation. Its greatness lies in my opinion in the way

in which Lanzmann has poignantly captured through his extensive interviews what
Hannah Arendt called the "banality of evil" and how he has ultimately rooted the
Holocaust in the development of the '"technological personality" by post-Enlighten-
ment Western society. It is no accident that Lanzmann relies as much as he does in
the film on the authoritative voice of Professor Raul Hilberg of the University of
Vermont, author of the celebrated but originally controversial (even in some

Jewish circles) volume THE DESTRUCTION OF EUROPEAN JEWRY. For me this is unquestion-
ably the high point of "Shoah", the feature that renders it a film of enduring value

(as prophetic critique) for contemporary humanity.

The "flawed" side of "Shoah" involves several fronts. First of all, it is my
conviction thatLanzmann remairs in this film a clear heir of the post-World War II
liberal intellectual tradition in Europe. Hilberg might also be described as a
willing party to this perspective which embraces both Jews and non-Jews alike,
mostly of French and German ancestry. This intellectual tradition would like to
bring the liberal perspective through the Holocaust fundamentally unscarred. It is
seen as a continuing hope for a just and humane society, perhaps the one remaining
hope, in the face of the growing power of the '"technological personality'" that
parented Nazism. Lanzmann and his colleagues are simply unwilling to admit the
challenge to the liberal Enlightenment posed by the Shoah that writers such as
ITving Greenberg have sensitively highlighted:

One of the most striking things about the Einsatzgruppen
leadership makeup is the prevalence of educated people,
professionals, especially lawyers, Ph.D.'s, and yes, even

a clergyman. How naive the nineteenth-century polemic with
religion appears to be in restrospect; how simple Feuerbach,
Nietzsche, and many others. The entire structure of autono-
mous logic and sovereign human reason now takes on a sinister
character....All the talk in the world about "atavism'" cannot




obscure the way in which such behavior is the outgrowth of
democratic and modern values, as well as the pagan gods....
This responsibility must be shared not only by Christianity,
but by the Enlightenment and democratic cultures as well.
Their apathy and encouragement strengthened the will and
capacity of the nurderers to carry out the genocide, even

as moral resistance and condemnation weakened that capacity.
(cf. "Cloud of Smoke, Pillar of Fire: Judaism, Christianity,
and Modernity after the Holocaust," in Eva Fleischner, ed.,
AUSCHWITZ: BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA? REFLECTIONS ON THE HOLO-
CAUST. New York: Ktav, 1977, p. 17)

No challenge to the Enlightment tradition is presented in Shoah. Instead Lanzmann
turns to the church and to the Slavic East. Both in his eyes were essential
components of Nazism's near success. For the European liberal intellectuals,in-
cluding as sensitive a Holocaust interpreter as Nobel Prize winner Elie Wiesel
who never makes mention of wholesale French collaboration with the Third Reich's
policies, the democratic structures of Western Europe most probably would have
withstood the onslaught of Hitlerian racism if antisemitism, fueled in large part
by popular Christianity, had not been alive and well in Eastern Europe, particu-
larly Poland. It was the availability of essentially unenlightened societies in
the East with their popular church-based racism that provided the indispensable
milieu for the annihilation of the Jewish People. Without such societies in the
East Nazism would have been largely stymied in its efforts at the Final Solution.
So runs the thesis, whether explicitly stated or strongly implied (as in "Shoah").

The primary point I wish to make here is that a good deal of the criticism of
"Shoah" by Poles misses the major thrust of Lanzmann's position. He is not pri-
marily attacking Poland out of his Jewish background. Rather he is speaking as a
member of the liberal intellectual tradition of Western Europe with not untypical
disdain for the darkness of the East and of the Church no matter what the issue.
True, some of the off-the-cuff remarks made by Lanzmann in response to rather
hostile questions at Britain's Oxford Institute's seminar on "Shoah" might easily
leave the impression that narrow Jewish dislike for Poland was the chief motivating
force. But these are rather isolated comments made on the spur of the moment, under
some pressure, by a typically volatile artistic personality type. I do not mean

to say they should be totally ignorgd. But they must be balanced with Lanzmann's
later comments during the television version of the film and, more importantly,

by the film itself where such simplistic Jewish anti-Polish feeling is not
emphasized to any great extent.

By simply dismissing Lanzmann as a crude anti-Pole Polonia leaders in particular
seriously undercut the force of their legitimate complaints about "Shoah".
Certainly this would not be the first or last major historically-oriented film to
slavishly follow a single interpretive line. But given the tremendous sensitivity
of the whole subject I am prepared to argue, and argue quite strongly, that as
director Lanzmann had some responsibility to present a wider range of interpretive
perspectives and to consult a more extensive and varied group of Holocaust scholars
than he did. His failure to do so represents the film's greatest weakmess. Un-
fortunately the Polish critique never explored in depth the basis of the Lanzmann
thesis. For this in part I believe Polish academia bears a part of the blame for
allowing communal leaders frequently to define the issues in simplistic fashion.
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Hysterical language and personal condemnation of Lanzmann in words that often
seemed to reduce him to the level of a "beast" tended to prevail. So, in the end,
the critique has thus far wound up a failed exercise with little impact on those
outside the Polish community who have viewed the film. An important opportunity

had been squandered by North American Polonia for a critical, substantive contri-
bution to the dialogue occasioned by the film which revolved not just about
historical events but about the future of humankind. The situation in Poland itself
was far better, but we shall turn our attention in that direction in a moment.

»

There is a second important area where "Shoah" may be legitimately faulted in my
opinion. That has to do with its presentation of the social conditions in Poland

at the time when most of the Jews were being transported to the death camps.
"Shoah" definitely presents the image of a well-ordered, rather tranquil Polish
society. You and I know very well that this was not the case. Poland was in
shambles by the time the death camps were at the height in terms of Jewish extermi-
nation. The Nazi attack had been successful in completely destroying the normal
order of the nation. And only in Poland was the penalty for hiding a Jew auto-

matically the ultimate one of death.

I think this point could have been raised with some force in the Polish critique.
It generally was not. But I must admit that I personally would not be prepared to
hold Lanzmann as strongly accountable on this score as on the first point. An
artist's responsibility to tell an entire story in a single work may indeed be too
high a standard to demand of everyone. Certainly this would apply to the tale of
Polish victimization under the Nazis which perhaps may legitimately await another
artistic hand as Jan Karski has suggested, perhaps a Polish one. After all, the
responsibility to tell the Polish story rests first and foremost with the Polish
community, not with others. But, having said this, when one weighs the amount of
potential harm that can result when viewers with no other background knowledge of
the Polish situation see the film it is possible to call Lanzmann into account for
not having presented a more accurate portrayal of actual conditions in Poland at
the time. An artist does have some responsibility in my judgment to consider how
audiences will receive the film's message. And the lack of such background certainly
can intensify the sense of Polish collaboration and responsibility among non-Polish
viewers who may already harbour certain stereotypes about Poles and the Polish
nation.

In short, then, I believe the Polsih public discussion of '"Shoah" was largely a
fiasco. It showed a regretable lack of maturity in the community, a lack which
becomes Polonia's worst enemy in enhancing its image within the general society
and making its cultural richness an authentic part of the American mosaic.

Let me go back at this point to the first charge generally levelled against
Lanzmann--that he has largely manufactured Polish antisemitism. The response to
this perceived falsification by Lanzmann on the part of North American Polonia

has mostly been a superficial chorus of claims about Poland's historic love

affair with its significant Jewish population with little solid research to back

up such claims. Not so in Poland. "Shoah", together with the Auschwitz convent
episode that I shall say more about subsequently in this presentation, has produced
the beginnings of what could prove to be a historic self-examination by the entire

nation. By and large response to "Shoah" in Poland has been far more measured and
constructive, though certainly not devoid of some serious criticism. As I see it,

(3
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it shows a level of maturity and self-confidence that North American Polonia
still lacks. And it is time that the latter began to explore why this is so.

"Shoah" hence could turn out to be an epic film not only for its penetrating
deciption of the root evil of Auschwitz, but also for its stimulation of a serious
self-examination by the Polish nation of its Judaic heritage in both its positive
and negative dimensions. Even in this early stage of the discussion it is becoming
quite clear that the highly optimistic picture put forward by Polonia communal
leaders or by scholars such as Norman Davies and Richard Lucas are simply, to put
the best face on their portrayals, far too unnuanced. Without doubt this same
discussion is showing the shallowness of Jewish views that proclaim mass national
hatred of Poles against the Jews in their midst. Certain realities are becoming
clearer as the discussion-inspired research continues among both Jewish and Polish
scholars. Jan Gross has surfaced three of the emerging realities in a recent
article in DISSENT ('"Poles &§ Jews in the Second World War," 34:1, Winter .987,
73-81) based on an address originally delivered at Oxford University. All three
concern the interwar and World War II periods which are clearly becoming the

major problematic. He writes the following:

We know three things about the subject of our inquiry:
about Polish attitudes towards the Jews during the war--
that there was widespread anti-Semitism; about Polish
behavior--that relatively few people were involved in
helping the Jews; and about the German-created context--
that the death penalty was meted out for helping Jews

to hide. (p. 80)

Though I would personally not agree completely with Gross' contention that
"fear of the death penalty" was not that much of a factor in the final analysis

(I think it constitutes an important difference that must be stressed when comparing
~Poland's behavior to other nations such as Denmark) nonetheless he is fundamentally
correct in my estimation in his contention that antisemitism was a far more
decisive factor in the prevailing indifference in Poland towards the plight of
the Jews, an indifference which, as he graphically puts it, dictated 'the sad
truth...that those who helped the Jews during the war had to be on the lookout
not for Gestapo agents, but for their own neighbors." (p. 79)

Thus we must acknowledge that there is a valid point in '"Shoah'" 's implication that
Polish antisemitism was an important countributing factor to the overall success
of the annihilation of six million Jews. In expressing legitimate criticisms of
Lanzmann's exaggeration of this factor we cannot lose sight of its basic reality.
This is what the response in Poland to "Shoah'" now seems to be doing unlike its
counterpart among Western Poles. There is very much of a question in my mind as to
whether the antisemitic seedbed in Poland was any worse than in other European
countries. My scholarly evaluation at this point is a basic '"no". That is why I
stress the "death penalty" factor more highly than Gross. But widening the
antisemitic seedbed in our interpretation of the Holocaust does not excuse Poles
in Poland or in Polonia from a serious, honest confrontation about our own home-
land during this period of darkness. Nor does the important and necessary stress
on the Nazi attempt at national Polish subjugation, so well brought out in
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FORGOTTEN HOLOCAUST by Richard Lucas, obliterate the need for coming to grips
with this reality. All Poles owe a great deal of gratitude to Jerzy Turowicz for
his courage in opening TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY to this question and to his determi-
nation to pursue it despite considerable counterpressure from many quarters in
Poland, including important ecclesiastical leaders.

The matter is far from settled. Undoubtedly it will take many more years for
scholars to do the painstaking research that is necessary. One example of such
important work is that recently undertaken by Fr. Ronald Modras of St. Louis
University who has studied the attitudes of the Polish Catholic press towards
the Jews during the interwar era. He will soon make his initial formal presen-
tation of his conclusions in an address at the 3rd International Polish/Jewish
Conference to take place in Jerusalem at the Hebrew University in early February.
From some preliminary remarks he has made regarding these conclusions to the
National Polish-American/Jewish-American Task Force his research will certainly
challenge the optimistic picture that some Polonia leaders have tried to present
about the situation.

While we are still a long way from fully resolving this question (if indeed we
ever will to the satisfaction of all concerned) one dimension is clearly emerging
as a major roadblock that will need to be removed for the process unleashed by
TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY to bear good fruit. I speak of the dominance, both in Poland
and in Polonia, of the romantic view of the Polish nation. Turning to Jan Gross
once more he unquestionably considers this romantic interpretation of national
identity the root of the problem:

The difficulty Poles face in confronting the war-
time history of Polish-Jewish relations, indeed in
confronting the issue of Polish anti-Semitism in
general, dervives from the incompatibility of Poles'
behavior with the dominant romantic interpretation
of Poland's destiny. Influential to this day, the
romantic imagination postulates two ideas with
political implications: a conviction about righteous-
ness and exemplary destiny of the oppressed---as

well as a belief in the universality of freedom.

This fate allegedly condemns Poland to an exemplary
historical destiny: Polish messianism showed no hesi-
tation in identifying the country as '"the Christ of
Nations." ("Polish-Jewish Relations", DISSENT, p. 80)

The point that Gross is making is that when Poland secured its measure of inde-
pendence in 1918 this romantic vision provided no basis for the critique of
power necessary for all nations. It also provided no basis for dealing with the
rights of minorities since it was wholly oriented towards national liberation.

Marek Leski, writing in ARKA, makes more or less the same point as Gross about
the problematical nature of this dominant romantic vision of Poland:

The romantic vision of the nation-organism, the
spiritual community not open to outsiders has
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never been as far from reality as it is today.
...A reckoning with Polish nationalism and its
xenophobia therefore appears an important task if
our society is to become like that of countries
characterized by a political culture which re-
spects individual rights and civic freedoms and
has a plural character. It is therefore injurious
and indeed downrights harmful to close our eyes
to Polish anti-semitism or to diminish its role
in our pelitical tradition. The conviction that
there is something shameful in speaking about
this subject, or that doing so will undermine
or paralyze the national will and spirit of
Poles merely displays a lack of faith in the
self-correcting abilities of Polish culture.

(as quoted in the "Introduction," THE JEWS IN
POLAND, ed. by Chiman Abramsky, Maciej Jachimczyk
and Antony Polonsky. Oxford: Basil Blackwell,
1986, p. 12)

My sympathies are very much with Gross and Leski on this point. National conscious-
ness must include a self-critical component. Otherwise it simply does not qualify
as mature national identity or mature patriotism. Certainly Poland is not alone in
having had difficulty in dealing with this. But Poland is the subject of this
presentation so it does no good in my judgment to avoid the issue by pointing the
finger at other countries.

One final point needs to be made before leaving the topic of "Shoah'". It relates to
the situation of Polish-Americans in dealing with the shadow side of Polish national
history,.especially interwar and Nazi-era antisemitism. It remains my firm convict-
ion that we must allow native Polish scholars to take the lead in this soul-search-
ing process. We certainly should follow the discussion with keen interest and be
prepared to make some input, as Fr. Modras has. But this is something Poland, not
Polonia, must do first and foremost. We in Polonia, however, must insure that this
discussion reaches our people. We cannot continue simply to wave the romantic
banner as important scholars in Poland begin to speak out for a completly honest
assessment of the nation's past attitudes towards the significant Jewish community
that lived in its midst.

Nor can we allow those in our own country with deep roots in Poland and with
experience of the war period to become subjects of personal attacks if they dare to
raise questions about the full accuracy of this romantic vision of the Polish
nation's treatment of Jews. In this context I speak especially of some of the
vicious denunciations of Jan Karski, particularly what appears to be a somewhat
organized letter writing campaign from the Buffalo area, after he took issue with
the generalized anti-Polish charges against '"Shoah" in an interview originally
published in TYGODNIK POWESZECHNY (15 March 1987) and subsequently reprinted in
DISSENT ("The Mission That Failed," Summer 1987, pp. 326-334). One may legitimately
disagree with Karski. I do to some degree in light of my previously stated thesis
that Lanzmann's anti-Polish attitudes stem from his liberal Franco/German intel-
lectual circle though I suspect Karski meant primarily to challenge a crude, narrow
anti-Polish interpretation of '"Shoah" and not the deeper philosophical issues
involved. Here I stand more with Czeslaw Milosz ("Poland and the Jews: An Interview
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with Czeslaw Milosz", TIKKUN, 2;2, May/June 1987, pp. 36-42) and his analysis
of the Parisian intellectual roots of Lanzmann's Polish problem. But in some
ways that is beside the point. If Polonia cannot deal with such a honest dis-
cussion, if it does ont forthrightly condemn such personal assaults against its
‘own righteous which have subjected Karski to deep anguish, then it exposes to
the world a lack of the maturity it has been trying so hard to portray.

Let me bring to a close my observations about '"Shoah" with a few comments on the
famous scene outside the village church which has received such comment. The
negative reaction to this much discussed episode in the film has been intense in
many Polish quarters. Part of the objection arises from the presentation of the
peasants. But an equally strong objection has been to the implied attack on the
Catholic church. Speaking as a Roman Catholic social ethicist I feel that Polonia
must begin to take a more balanced look at the church's role during the Nazi area,
not only with respect to the Jews, but with respect to the attack on the Polish
nation as well. Richard Lukas has sensitively raised this issue in FORGOTTEN
HOLOCAUST (pp. 13-17). But few others in the Polish community have picked up on it.
Unfortunately a totally uncritical view of the church is part and parcel of the
Polish romantic vision about which I just spoke. In not confronting the church's
failures towards Poland at this period, as well as its positive role, Poles are
depriving themselves of a full understanding of their own Holocaust experience

and the challenges it continues to present to both religion and the liberal,
democratic tradition. This in turn impedes the ability of the Polish tradition to
make its full contribution to the development of a new social vision for our time
that takes into account the profound experience of the Nazi era. Rather than simply
denouncing this part of the film, then, it might provide the opportunity for Poles
to begin the critical assessment of Polish Catholicism that it is still largely

wanting.

Part II - The Auschwitz Convent Controversy

I do not intend to give as much treatment to this controversy as to that surrounding
"Shoah". This is certainly of secondary importance (and primarily an European
phenomenon), though saying this in no way belittles some of its significant impli-
cations. While the convent, housed in a former theatre on the edge of the state
concentration camp site, opened in 1984, the controversy is of more recent origin.
Its presence at Auschwitz came to public attention when a conservative-oriented
Catholic group in Western Europe called "Aid to the Church in Distress" launched

a fundraising appeal which included promotional literature that raised serious
questions about possible conversionist intentions on the part of the Carmelites at
the convent. After much public discussion, often heated, involving leaders of the
World Jewish Congress and Catholic prelates from France, Belgium and Poland an
agreement was reached on February 22, 1987, in Geneva, that the present convent
would be closed and in its place "a Center for information, education, meetings
and prayers' would be created in the town by European Churches. In addition, a
cooperative educational effort would be initiated regarding the Shoah as well as
the Martyrdom of the Polish People and the other peoples in Europe during the Nazi
era. This agreement is now in the process of implementation, though there are some
indications surfacing it may not go as smoothly as was originally hoped. Cardinal
Macharski encountered significant opposition in his attempt to pursuade the Polish
hierarchy of the wisdom of the agreement and some of that opposition may still be
making itself heard.
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What can be said about the implications of the Auschwitz controversy apart from
the Genewa agreement. First of all, there was clear acknowledgement on the Polishside
of the very special nature of the Nazi onslaught against the Jews. This marked
an important breakthrough. Secondly, it is clear that Poles (by and large Roman
Catholic) and the Jews principally involved in the controversy (by and large
Orthodox-leaning) had almost diametrically opposed perspectives on the propriety
of cemetary memorials. For Catholics such memorials are a mark of respect for the
dead. For the Jews they represent the exact opposite. Thirdly, the controversy
showed how little either Jews or non-Polish Christians connected with the Jewish-
Christian dialogue understood the nature of the Nazi effort tc subjugate the
Polish nation. This is certainly one of the most important aspects of the entire
controversy. Hence I would like to dwell on it at greater length.

As a person deeply involved in the general Christian-Jewish dialogue people naturally
turned to me for suggestions when the impact of the European discussion began to
hit U.S. shores. I was taken back,as these colleagues spoke to me, at how little
they knew about the situation in Poland during the war. Hence they were ripe were
easy acceptance of some highly distorted claims put forward by Jewish leaders
during the discussion. This was also true to some extent of Cardinal Lustiger of
Paris, a prime representative of the Vatican in the Geneva negotiations, who dis-
cussed the convent crisis with me at a private luncheon arranged by Cardinal
Bernardin during his visit to Chicago, An extreme example of such lack of knowledge
on the Jewish side which disturbs me greatly as a son of Polonia can be found

found in the remarks of Ady Steg, President of the Alliance Israelite Universelle
at the first Geneva meeting on the crisis held on July 22, 1986, attended by

Roman Catholic leaders from France, Poland and Belgium and Jewish rabbinic and
communal leaders from France, Belgium and Italy. Professor Steg proclaimed to those
assembled in Geneva that the Jewish people had acquired, through the martyrdon of
its children, =~ '"inalienable rights to Auschwitz.'" He declared that the memory ot
the tens and hundreds of thousands of non-Jews who were murdered there 'deserves

to be preserved in piety.'" But, he noted, "their murder was perpetrated as an
'extra measure'...a matter of subjecting the non-Jews to facilities which were
installed for the working out of the Final Solution. In truth, Auschwitz, with its
gas chambers and its crematoria, was conceived, constructed and put to usé solely
for the extermination of the Jews." (AJC JOURNAL, Spring 1987, p.6)

I have no difficulty accepting the notion of Jewish "inalienable rights" to
Auschwitz so long as "inalienable" does not imply "exclusive rights" as well (which
I fear may be behind Professor Steg's remarks). That is why I strongly supported the
proposition that no decision about the camp site should be made unilaterally by

the Polish government or the Catholic church. Jews have an inherent right to be

part of the decision-making, a principle flagrantly violated in the original decision-
to establish the convent in the theatre. But the remainder of Professor Steg's
remarks greatly offend any Pole sensitive to the sufferings of the Polish nation
under Hitler. Its subjugation, which involvedthe systematic extermination of its
leadership classes, was not just an "extra measure', but an inherent part of the
overall Nazi plan for human purification and advancement. As for Professor Steg's
contention about Auschwitz's establishment, it simply represents a gross distortion
of history. Auschwitz was originally constructed for German prisoners, but soon
became the premier camp for Poles. Poles were the majority of the inmates there
until 1942 when Jews took over. The first killing by poison gas at Auschwitz
involved 300 Poles and 700 Soviet prisoners of war(cf. R. Lucas, FORGOTTEN
HOLOCAUST, p. 38). Certainly Auschwitz eventually became the main camp for Jewish
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annihilation and this may never be forgotten. But there is equal need to recognize
Auschwitz as the symbol of the Nazi attack against the Polish nation. As Jerzy
Turowicz once asked in TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY, "Do these two symbols really have to
be divide our two nations?" (as quoted in the AJC JOURNAL, Spring 1987, p.6).

I think not. But there is need for considerable education of non-Poles on the
matter of the '"Polish martyrdom', as the 1987 Geneva accord terms it. And Poles
cannot sit back and wait for the Jews or others to initiate this educational
effort. We must lead the way, something we have not done very well up till now.
All channels must be used--educational curricula, media, film and public cermonies.
As Jan Karski put it, rather than simply bemoan the deficiencies of a film such as
"Shoah"y the Polish community needs to create a film depicting the Polish story in
fuller detail.

Fourthly, and finally, the controversy over the convent has shown the inadequacy

of the permanent exhibit at the Auschwitz state memorial. It is much too generic.
Over the years what there was of the special Jewish story has gradually disappeared.
The addition in recent years of a Jewish building helps some, but tends to get lost
among the many other "national" buildings on the memorial site. Here is where Jewish/
Polish cooperation would be welcome. Together we might press the responsible authori-
ties to do there what they did rather well in the exhibit mounted originally for

the foyer of the United Nations in New York and now touring the United States under
joint Polish/Jewish sponsorship. This latter exhibit, after considerable pressure,
was altered to reflect the distinctive nature of the attack on the Jews while it
sensitively portrays the Nazi fury against the Polish nation as a whole.

(

This concludes my personal remarks about the two recent Polish-Jewish controversies
connected with the Holocaust experience. I have been as forthcoming in my position
as possible in the hope of eliciting further discussion since I am convinced the
two events together challenge fundamental understandings in both the Polsih and
Jewish communities. I have spoken as a Pole to Poles, though I am quite conscious
of the need for equivalent talk by Jews to Jews. Whatever implied criticism of
Polish leadership this paper contains, my overall goal was not to question the
commitment of individuals to the Polish cause but simply to enter into the vital
process of discerning the best course for Polonia. Once again let me say thank you
to Fr. Chrobot for the opportunity to do this.
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AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Councll ol America
327 Lexington Avenue

MNew York, N.Y, 10016

Tel.: {212) G86-8670

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe .
1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel.: (022} 34 13 25

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
Amevrican Jewish Commillee
165 East S6th Street

MNew York, N Y. 10022

8'nal B'rith ’
1640 Rhode lsland Ave., N.W.
Washington, OC 20036

The [srael Incerfaich
Associacioa

P.0.B. 7739

Jerusslem 91.077, Israel

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexingtlon Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

World Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016
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Julernalional jJewish Commillee - - -~ FEEy
on ' -
Jnterreligious Consullations -

August 5, 1987

Dear IJCIC lMember:

The enclosed items have come across

our desk and we are sending same to you.
Its contents are self-explanatory.

"The Appearance of Forgiveness: The Reality
of Justice,” by Drs. Eva Fleischer,

Sister Mary Jo Leddy, and Sister Carol
Rittner.
- Also, prees statement issued by a Protestant

group of scholars and clergy.

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Mordecail Wasmsn
Chairman

Dr. Leon L. Feldman
Consultant

¥
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THE APPEARANCE OF FORGIVENESS; ™. - <i:%. .
THE REALITY OF JUSTICE T e D

i Eva Fleischner, Ph.D.

Sister Mary Jo Leddy, Ph.D.
Sister Carol Rittner, Ed.D.

Pope John Paul II's decision to grant an official addienﬁe to

Ausf;ia's Presideni Kurt Waldheim, a man wﬁo lied about his Nazi past,
has been 1nterpreted-.5y some as a papal gesture of forgiveness and
reconciliation. This is a dangerous interpretation and reason enough to
dispute this ill-advised visit. It compels ué to comment further on the
use and abuse of forgiveness in Church and society.

Within the Jewish and Christian traditions, there is a deeﬁ sense
that the motives which 1ie within the human heart are known only- by
God. Thus, we withhold judgement about the motives of either the Pope
or, Waldheim in conducting this public meeting.

Yet, while it is difficult to judge why a person acts in a certain
way, we can and must judge yhat a person does. Human beings, for better
or worse, are responsible for the deed% which they do. This
responsibility for the consequences of our actions is grounded i-n' the
Jewish and Christian belief in the freedom and dignity of the human
person. To deny this responsibility is to diminish the‘significance of
all human actions. If we allow the passage of time to rescue a person
(such as Waldheim) from the consequences of wrong-doing, then time will,
in turn, rob human beings of the credit for the good they have doﬁe.

The evidence suggests that Waldheim's dgeds_during the Second World
War must be brought to judgement. The «Christian sacrament of

reconciliation (which takes place only through the admission of guilt

i “and repentance) was never meant to diminish the practice of human

_ Jjustice -- which precisely in its moments of legal condemnation affirms P "

‘the dignity of human beings 1n their freedom and responsibility.
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In the confession of wruﬁg-&bing, the heart of the one who did

wroﬁg is healed. “Yet, wrong-doing wohnds the entire human community and

it can be r;ghted thF"by-rg!pstafing the dignity of persons and the
conmunity through just'punishmeégi This is not vengeance. This is}the
vindication of human dignity. ] ' ;
Society must judge Waldheim's deeds. But who on earth can foréive
him? Surely such an absolution ultimately lies in the hands'of'his

victims, Jewish and non-Jewish. It would be presumptuous for Christ{ans

to forgive and forget in the name of Jews and non-dews murdered by-fhe

Nazis.

Pope John Paul II gave the world a magnificent example of
forgiveness when he \risited-Mahmet Ali Agca in prison. . The Pope, who
vas the victim, forgave the one who. had wounded him. The Pope, however,
did not ask that Agca be released from prison, from the social

consequences of his wrong-doing.

The Pope's meeting with Waldheim sets a very different and

ambiguous example. Whatever the Pope's motives were in agreeing to such

a meeting, a public appearance together at an official audience appears
as absolving Kurt Waldheim from the consequences of his actions durfng

World War II and the Holocaust. It can easily and unfortunately be
interpreted as part of the pattern of the Church denying the

conseduences which its own long history of antisemitism have had‘for the

Jewish people.

Eva Fleischner, Ph.D. is a mentoer of the Advisory Committee for

Catholic-dewish Relations of the Hational Conference of {:athollc
Bishops, Washington, D.C.

Sister Mary Jo Leddy, Ph.D. {s the Founding Edi tor of “The Catllollc - W oamEn

Times,® Toronto, Ontario, Canada. : . 1 :
Sister Carol Rittner, E4.D. is a $ister

Elie Wiesel Foundation for Hunanity, New York, NY. |

of Mercy and the Director of The e S
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For Further Information Contact:
Rev., Dr. Franklin H. Littell
215/667-5437 -

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A GROUP OF PROTESTANT LEADERS TODAY RELEASED THE FOLLOWING -

STATEMENT, IN RESPONSE TO THE PAPAL INVITATION TO KURT WALDHEIM.

—
— -

PROTESTANTS PROTEST INVITATION TO WALDHEIM.

THE PAPAL INVITA?ION TO KURT WALDHEIM IS -PRIHARIL% A ROMAN
CATHOLIC PROBLEM.; HOWEVER AS PROTESTANTS WE WANT TO MAKE OUR
DISTRESS KNOWN. THE INVITATION DISGRACES THE MEMORY OF CHRISTIAN
MARTYRS WHO OPPOSED NAZI IDOLATRY. THE INVITATION DISHONORS THE
MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS OF THE NAZI HOLOCAUST. THE WOUNDS OF THE

LORD’S PEOPLE CANNOT BE HEALED SO LIGHTLY. (JE%EHIAR 6:14)

Rev. Dr. Franklin H. Littell (United Methodist Church) -
Temple University

Rev. Dr. William H. Harter (United Presbyterian Church)
(Chambersburg, PA)

Rev. Dr. Hubert G. Locke (The Christian Churches) -
. University of Washington

Rev. Dr. David Lewis (Assemblies of God)
(Springfield, MO)

Rev, Dr. A. Roy Eckardt (United Methodist Church) -
Lehigh University

Rev, Dr. James E. Wood, Jr. (Scuthern Bapt;st_ponvention) -
Baylor University

Rev. Dr. George H. Williams (United Church of Christ) -
Harvard University

Rev. Dr. F. Burton Nelson (Evangelical Covenant Church) - = .
North Park Theological Seminary :



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date August. 20, 1987
to Marc Tanenbaum
from Judith Banki
subject Notes for IJCIC Meeting August 20, 1987

To refresh our memory, here is my recollection of our AJC position as
sketched out at the meeting with Bert this morning:

A

Regarding Jewish representation:at the August 31st meeting with
Casaroli, et al and the. September 1st meeting with the Pope, our

- first position. is to ask for a delegation of six for both meetings

(2 from Synagogue Council, lzeach from UAHC, World Jewish Congress,
B’nai1%'rith and ourselves -- no AJCongress, no ADL, no one from
Israel)s,

Our fallback position is, 10 for the Casaroli meeting (2 from
Synagogue Council, 2 from B'nai B'rith-ADL, 2 from World Jewish
Congress-American Jewish Congress, 2 from AJCommittee and one

each from UAHC and Israel), and we support the idea of a smaller:.
delegation for the Papal audience if the Pope insists.

As for public relations and press statements, we support an
agreement that no Jewish public statement should be issued

by anyone until after the Papal audience on September 1st,

and no individual Jewish statement should be made until there
has been a joint communique in consultation with the Catholic
partners in dialogue. 'Once there has been a joint comminique,
individual Jewish leaders or representatives of organizations
may wish to add their own comments, interpretations, observa-
tions, etc.

If this doesn't agree with your own recollection, please let me know.

JHB:FM

ce:

Bertram Gold .
James Rudin

wnpueJowau



AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP MISSION TO AUSTRIA

Your Hotel:

MON., Aug. 25

5:30 p.m.

PROVISIONAL SCHEDULE FOR THE VISIT IN VIENNA

8/25 to 8/29, 1986

Hotel Sacher
Philharmonikerstrasse 4
1010 Wien

Telephone Number: (43-222) 51457

Arrival at Vienna Airport
Dr. Kienzl will welcome you at the airport

Transfer to Hotel Sacher

Meeting at your hotel with Dr. Erich Froeschl, Director of
the Renner Institut, Dr. Heinz Kienzl, General Manager of
the Austrian National Bank, Second President of the Austrian-
Israeli Friendship League, Dr. Walter Schwimmer, Member of
Parliament, Deputy General Manager of the Wiener Gebiets-
krankenkasse, President of the Austrian-israeli Friendship
League, Dr. Karl Vak, General Manager of the Austrian
Zentralsparkasse, Head of the Foreign Policy Association of
Austria. -

- e

Evening at your disposal

TUES., Aug. 26

9:00 a.m.

12 Noon

1:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Meeting at the Austrian National Bank, 1090 Wien, Otto
Wagnerplatz 3, Tel: 43 60/380, with experts active in the
field of anti-Semitism in Austria in the post-war period.

Meeting with Federal Chancellor Dr. Franz Vranitzky, Bundes-
Kanzleramt, Ballhausplatz 2, 2020 Wien, Tel: 6615/0.

Lunch with Prof. Dr. Schubert at the Restaurant '"Arche Noah',
Seitenstettengasse 2, 1010 Wien, Tel: 63 31 74. Then, visit
to Organization of Judaic Studies, Gerstelgasse, 6/12, 1090
Wien, Tel: 43 00/2502.

Dinner with Dr. Ivan Hacker, President of the Austrian Jewish
Community, and other personalities of the Austrian Jewish Com-
munity.




WED., Aug. 27

9:00 a.m.

2:00 p.m.
{L

THURS., Aug.

Meeting at the Zentralsparkasse, Stephanszplatz 2, 1010
Wien, Tel: 72 92/481, with Dr. Karl Vak and experts working
in the field of refugees in Austria.

Lunch at the Zentralsparkasse

Visit to the Jewish Museum in Eisenstadt, organized by Prof.
Schubert.

28

9:00 a.m.

10: 45 a.m.

2:00 p.m.

ZL’#/{ L:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

E£€; 8:00 p.m.

MHT:RPR
8/18/86

Ambassador Ronald S. Lauder, American Embassy in Vienna,
Bol tzmanngasse 16, 1090 Wien, Tel: 31 55 11.

Meeting at the Politische Akademie der OEVP, Tivoligasse 73,
1120 Wien, Tel: 83 15 31 with Dr. Schwimmer and experts,
Defending Austrian against Communism and Nazism in the post-
war period.

Lunch at the Politische Akademie der OEVP with Weibischof
Dr. Kraetzl

Meeting at the Renner Institut, Khleslplatz 12, 1120 Wien,
Tel: 84 65 01, with Dr. Froeschl and experts working in the
field of anti-Fascist education.

Meeting with Foreign Minister Dr. Peter Jankowitsch, Ballhaus-
platz 2, 1010 Wien, Tel: 6615/0.

Dr. Kienzl will meet you at the Foreign Ministry :
Discussion and summing up.

Dinner at the American Embassy.
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Sun. Feb. 16, 1992

ar London 8:45 A.M.
Iv-London BA#850 at 11:45 ar Warsaw 3:20 P.M. - transfer to Marriot Hotel, Warsaw

MARRIOTT HOTEL - CRACOW Tel: 48-22-306-306 Fax: 48-22-221.290
Mon., Feb 17, 1992
WARSAW - All Day Program

lv Warsaw by train for Cracow
Express 5:30 - 8:30 P.M. - transfer to Forum Hotel, Cracow

FORUM HOTEL - CRACOW Tel; 48-12-66-95-00 Fax; 48-12-66-58-27

- Tues., Feb. 18, 1992 : .

CRACOW
AUSCHWITZ/BIRKENAU etc.

L3

evening = Cracow Express train to Warsaw - transfer to Marriot Hotel, Warsaw (see above)

*
-~

© g

Wed,, Feb. 19, 1992 -
Warsaw v LOT#307 at 9:30 AM. - ar Prague 10:35 A.M. - transfer to Intercontinental Hotel

Prague

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL - PRAGUE Tel: 42-2-28-00-111 Fax: 42-2-23-10-500

iv Prague Mal.év‘ #821 at 7:25 P.M. - ar Budapest 8:25 P.M. - transfer to Forum Hotel

FORUM HOTEL - BUDAPEST Tel: 36-1-117-80-88 Fax: 36-1-117-98-08

ﬁugdag, February 20, 1992 Budapest - All Day Program

Fri., Feb. 21, 1992 {1/2 day program]
BUDAPEST

Sat., Feb. 22 1991

. BUDAPEST >

Sun., Feb. 23,1992
BUDAPEST Iv BA#968 at 9:25 AM. - ar London 4:05 P.M.

Iv London BA#179 at 6:30 P.M. - ar JFK 9:30 P.M.
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Translation of press statement issued by the

'H\‘VATICA.N COMMISSION ON RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

embargoed February 7, 1992

faxed by Dr. Feldman

Mgr Pierre Duprey, vice-president of the Commission, advised the press that
an official Catholic=Jewish delegation of the International Liaison Committee
would be visiting Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary from February 16 to 21,
as a follow up to the September 6, 1990, Prague meeting.

The meeting§ will take place within the framework of the "Declaration" of the
Special European Bishops Synod which spoke of the "great importance which the
dialogue with the Jews" has in the building of the New European Order, and that
"all forms of anti-Semitism must be rejected."”

Positive results are to be expected from the encounters, mainly

1) Encouraging fraternal and closer relations at local level with a view to
cooperating in the publication of official Catholic texts on Jews and Judaism

in an atmosphere of mutual confidence.

2) Creation of premises for similar initiatives in other countries for future
cooperation in & spirit of service and solidarity.

3) Preparation of the Baltimore ILC meeting, May 4 to 7, 1992
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(Embargo, fino al 7 febbraio 1992)
F‘WE”T@N TO DR.LEON A.F&DMAN_% oo

el Vice-presidente della Commissione della 8. Sede per i rap~

ortl religilosi con l'Ebraismo, circa gli incontri della Dele-~
gazione ufficiale cattolico-ebraica in Polonia, Repubblica Fe-
derativa Ceca & Slovacca ed Ungheria,

- § DICEIARAZIONE
di

J E. Monaignor Pierre Duprey, Vice Presidente della Commissio-
e della S. Sede per i rapporti religiosi con 1l'Ebraismo, ha
icpiarato.

4Da1 16 al 21 febbraio si incontrerd in Polonia, Repubblica Fe
derativa Ceca e Slovacca ed Ungheria, una Delegazione ufficia=-
1e Cattolico-ebraica del "Comité International de Liaison” (ILC),
stitbito a Roma nel 1970. °

" Qhesta delegazione ¢ongiunta terra i suoi incontri nel quadro

generales presentato a conclusiona della 13.a riuniona dell'IlC,
Praga, i1 6 settembre 1990.

'G11 ineontri, gid programmati dall'ILC a Ginevra nel marzo

dcorso e poi confermati nal dicembre 1931, s'iscrivene nel con-

esto della "Deglaratio" dell'Assemblea Speciale par 1'Europa
gl Sinode dei Vescovi:

I

*Nella costruzione del nuovo ordine europeo...
grande importanza ha il dialoge con...gli ebrei
[...ldevono essare rigettate tutte le forme di
antisemitismo® (Declaratio, Roma, 14.XII.91, § 8).

' positivi risultati sono auspicabili da questi incontri, nei
aguenti Ambiti ed obiettivi:

1®) Incoraggiamento di fraterne e strette relazioni a livello
locale tra le due Comunitd ed ‘i loro Organismi rappresen-
tativi (Conferenze Episcopali, Istituzioni Ebraiche), in
vista di cooperare alla pubblicazione e 4iffusione di te-
stl uffieiall ocattolici su Ebrei ed Ebraismo, in un'atmo-
sfera di reciprocita e mutua fiducia.

e e

Creazione di solide premesse par altre iniziative sgimili
in altri Paesi dell'Europa Centro-orientale, col proposi-
to di collaborare, in gpirito 4i gervizio e solidarieta,
con Autorita religiose @ civili, nel rispetto delle auto=
nomie & competenze proprie dAi ciascuna di esse,



Al Execut 1ve News Sve.

Two @ls1le o4 NEW VATICAN-JEWISH EFFORT TO COMBAT ANTI-SEMITISM ...
W VATICAN-JEWISH ZFFORT 70 COMBAT RANTI-3EMITISHM 3THRTS S00N

NEW YOkit, Jarn i&. keuter - The Uatlcah and 1ntermaticnmal Jewish legavers liave
zacihed «areement to send an unorecedented joint delematicn to Eact Surcoes fe:
ot ta lav the oroundworhk For conpatting rising anti1—-Semitiesm trere. o Jaowl i
maoun s&1d an Thursday.

The delepaticrm. on a weeh—lonn mission stacrtian on Fepruary 13. wiil go to
Slard. Humpary and Czechosloavakia and visit goverrmment orficiale, Caclioiic

murch a&ncd Jewlisn communitv leaders. a sookesman for tne Intermaticormal Jewwn

amml ttee on Inter—-Reliuilous Rffalrs =ai1d.

The committee 1s bthe group desionated by world Jewry to maintaan
16l the Yaticar.
The mew miszzion orows oul of a September 19590 agreement reEacned 1o = Slule

grween the twr arouns Lo wor it together tae combat anti-Bemitiem.

I a geclaration that accomoanied the Fraoue adreement. the Catrollic Uoouaeon
andenned antl-Bemitism as "a €10 anainst God ard humanitvy” ard sard chav rer oo
cutd be a teue Lhristian and pracitice hatred oo Jews.

LAHLIErese (CRe e more !
HLSExecut1ve News sSve.

O &LT0ue

Phe four-page ceclaraticn set down oguwidelirnes for worildwilide evforts Lo

smtat anti—s@miticsm.
"Specifically. we will work on efTorts to eliminate racialiy and

matuerial Trom textbooks and set apout establishing local liaison
to aversee the i1mplementat ron

restgrausly

ivicive
it tees vetween Jewisn and Catnoiic {(leaders)
za1d World Jewiz=n Congress Fresident Edoar Bramfmarn. who 13

¥ the agroemantb.
of tre lrnternational Jewisn Coammittee on [nter—Relioiloous

isn the chairman

Yrairs.
JEVUTER RS ZF BN
—ZhiJLasi oage !
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Joint ] ewnsh-Vatlcan delegatlon
to combat antisemitism in Europe

JON&THAN SCI-IACH‘IER
NEW YORK < An unprecedented joint Vatican-Jew-
ish delcgation will travel to Eastern Europe next month
to lay the groundwork for efforts to combat an
tismm ttm part of the worjd, The. Jerusalem Pcmhas

Thu 11-day mission, tentatively schedyled for eatly
Febnmry, il tour Poland, akia and Hun-
gary, and with Jewish community’ re

tives, local Catholic Church officials govenunm
officials within each country. .
The Vatican d wsmtobeludby . Pler
Fumagalli, the secretary of the Vatican Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews, The Jewish repre-
sentatives will include officials of IJCIC, the lnterna-
tional Jewish Committee on Interreliglous Consulta-
tions, the -umbrella body W the Jewish
ommuonal commuaity in contacts with the

Bpecxﬁcal! we will be working on efforts to elimi-
nate religious und raclallﬂwsiw materiaf from text-
‘books and set about establishing local Liaison commit-
tees between Jewish and Catholic officials there to
oveme the dissemination and implementation of the

gue Declaration,” said Elan Stelnberg, executive

dent, Edgar Bronfman, is [JCIC chairman.

The Prn Declaration, adopted in Septemiber 1990
aftera ung?:f meetings in tlmp;;lhy lhgtﬁllmﬂbﬂ'

TP {Fasnl Page) - M|rlax

ess, whaose prcsi-.

'onsentemofonetolo

al Catholic- Jewuah Lialson Commitiee, eondemued
antisemitism as “a sin against God and humanity,” and
affirmed that “one¢ cannot be authentically tian
and engage in antisemitism.”

The mission isscen as a dnreet outgrowth of the 1950
Prague meetings.

*‘This mission symbolizes A new maturity in Vatican-

Jewish relations, and we hope and believe that this will
have a spill-over effect on other areas of mutual:con-

‘cern and even disugreement, such as diplomatic rela-

tions with Israel,” Steinberg said, " ..

Whils in Poland, the joint mission will also examine
progress in the Implemunmmn of the 1987 Geneya
agreement, which called for the relocation of the Car-
melite convent from the grounds of the Auschwitz
ooncegmon camp to a new sltn located off the camp

u X
v WMW' haubqgunl vesdaau the pub-
n ng the pu
hshcr:)! a Polish-language edition of Mblf Hitler's

‘Mein Kampf’ on grounds of spreading racial hatred,
the Pe Polish l?:ws ;;'Qcy reported Monday.

n the southem city of Krakow began .

uwmigauon atter a weekend news rgpont that a Polish

“tranglation of Hitlers book appmcd on sala in several

bookstores in the southwestern city of Wroclaw.

" Polish law forbids publications Inciting racial, ethnic

or religious hatred, and the publishers could face pris-

ears, i convicted,

Py
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-

< DOMESTIC NEWS -

i 122986 - , o ¢ 4924
- - Exditors’ Advisory

. Misery loves company is how some phrase it. Actually, challenge seeks colleagues is
more like we exzperience it at Religious News Service. As we look to the future, we take some
perverse comfort is seeing that other news organizations — bigger ones, more worldly,

. . definitely better financed — also are undergoing some intense soul searching.
- In this regard I was drawn to an article in the New York Times Magazine (Dec. 28,
-4 1586) titled “CBS News in Search of Itself.” Their dilemma is very much like ours, namely,
’ bow to build on a past that includes the long shadows of giants such as Edward R. Murrow ard
Wa.lte.r Cronkite. That future of excellence also has to be on a tighter budget.
I share the closing statement of CBS News President Howard Stringer with you since
_ many of you, too, face the challenge of ordering a new day from a noble past: “CBS News .
can't use the past as a blueprint for everything that it do:s in the future. But the past has to
be part of the tradition. That continuity, if you like, is what keeps the whole company
. together.”™
In 1987, RNS will be operating, for the first tlme in its history, on a budget that is not
." dependent on outside subsidies. The break-even point has been reached only because of diliz=at
efforts to streamline the service and to refine our understanding of who we serve and how best
- we can do that. All the while, we have also worked hard to keep faith with a tradition that bas
- engendered a great deal of trust and good will on the part of our customers. We want to
assure you that those efforts will continue through the new year.

ST / . Judy Weidman

-

122988 ' 4923

O’Connor turnaround on Israel visit upsets offlclals

By Steve Rodan
Religlous News Service Correspondent

- JERUSALEM (RNS) — When the head of the Catholic Archdiocese of New York,
. - Cardinal John O’Connor, announced his plans to visit Israel, the rumor mill began to churn
- with speculation that the Vatican was ready to &stabhsh diplomatic relations with the Jewisa
state.

But as the cardinal left on Dec. 27 for his Middle East trip. Israeli officials as well as
Vatican envoys in Jerusalem were upset about the visit and the hopes it generated.

“It's a delicate situation,” said the Rev. Marcel Dubols, a leading Catholic theologian
who is on a special Vatican commission on Jerusalem. “It (the trip) could be used as publicity
for both Arabs and Jews. The situation is, from a diplomatic point of view, very confusing.”

The reasons for the dismay differ: Vatican envoys say Cardinal O’Comor__v;gl_a_te_g_a
fu'm @hcz set by the Holy See against clerics getting involved in 'in Middle East politics.

_Cardinal 0'Connor had bﬂled his v1sxt as a “fact-finding rmssxon.
—'—""-—-_--"""—'_—— e A T PR LA
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. presented.

For their part, Israeli officials are upset that th?bardinal, after accepting then-Prime
Minister Shimon Peres’ invitation last summer to.come to Israel, now says he will not visit

Israeli leaders — at least not in their offices. The officials point out that Cardinal 0’Connor

L will meet with Jordan’s King Hussein and Prime Minister Zaid al-Rifai.

The bad feelings produced by the Cardinal O’Connor trip add to the increasing

- frustration of Israeli diplomats over the Vatican’s refusa’ to recognize the Jewish state. Since

the founding of Israel in 1948, officials have urged senior Vatican officials, including several
popes, to establish diplomatic relations with Israel.

Over the years, the Vatican has given several reasons for its refusal to recognize Israel.
In the last decade, the official refusal was based on the lack of delineated borders between .
Jordan and Israel. The Vatican does not have a papal nuncio, or ambassador, in Jordan, either.
Instead, both countries share an apostolic delegate, a lower-ranking Vatican envoy.

Despite the lack of diplomatic ties, Israeli officials had expressed hope that the Vatican

. was moving toward official recognition of the Jewish state. In April, Pope John Paul II visited

for the first time Rome’s ancient synagogue and conducied services there. Three months later,
the archbishop of Marseilles, France, Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, arrived to receive an award

. from Ben-Gurion University.

The O’Connor trip, however, appears to have shattered hopes of any Vatican move to
recognize Israel. The idea for the trip began after Cardinal O’Connor returned frorn Lebanon
last June, declaring the need for a Palestinian homeland.

Jewish leaders in New York urged the cardinal to see the Israeli side of the story, and
in September convinced Mr. Peres to extend an invitation for Cardinal O’Connor to visit Israel.

- Cardinal O'Connor accepted and Israeli foreign ministry officials, encouraged by the reaction
. of Jewish leaders, began to believe that the Vatican was ready to compromise on its refusal to

recognize Israel.
But last week, Cardinal O’Connor, on orders of the Vatican, backtracked. He said his
trip would be private and suggested that he made a mistake in the way his mission was

Sources in the apostolic delegation couldn’t agree more. They say that had Cardinal
0Q'Connor pla to meet with Israeli leaders during a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, then the
Vatican would have stayed out of the affair. But by hlllmﬂ it as a “fact- fmdmg£1p," "Cardinal

" Q’Conpor was embarking on a diplomatic, not religious, mission.

“The Vatican does not like when cardinals mix in the politics of the Middle East arena,”
Msgr. Richard Mathes, cultural attache to the apostalic delegation, said. “This is a firm
position from the Holy See. We don’t want to burn our fingers here in politics.”

~ T The way va y vatican officials in Rome saw it, those in the apostolic delegation said,_
Cardinal O’Connor was trying to make foreign policy for the-Romanm Catholic Church. “It’s a
pohtxcal_ﬁme rot a religious_one,” said one envoy.

" But that attitude has angered officials of major Jewish organizations. Rabbi David
Rosen, head of inter-religious affairs for the Anti-Defamation League of the B’nai B'rith in
Israel, said that “conservative elements in the Vatican ... give the Jewish people the feeling
that after 38 years, the Vatican has not recognized the reahty of the Jewish state.”

Rabbi Rosen, who called Cardinal O’Connor “a friend of the Jewish people,” said if he
refuses to see Israeli leaders during his trip “it would be better if he not come at all.”

Israeli officials are still unclear what Cardinal O’Connor will do when he arrives in
Israel via Jordan on Jan. 1. A foreign ministry spokesman said he has not heard of the
cardinal’s schedule from his envoy, iisgr. John Nolan, who is now in Amman.

Foreign ministry sources said they hope Cardinal O’Connor will meet with Prime
Minister YVitzhak Shamir and Foreign Mlinister Peres, but at the same time have not ruled cut

cancelling such plans if the cardinal places conditions on any such talks.
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Aides to Prime Minister Shamir said he will be glad to meet with Cardinal O’Connor in
 his office in Jerusalem. The aides stressed that the meeting must take place in Jerusalem.

' Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek, who was supposed to be visited by Cardinal O’Connor,
has also expressed anger. A Vatican official said the cardinal would not come to Mr. Kollek’s
office.

: Aides to the mayor say in that case Mr. Kollek is considering refusing to meet Cardinal
O’Connor at all. “But in the meantime we’ll wait and see,” said Sevannah Merwyn, the )

- mayor’s spokeswoman.

— o — 3 B 2

12-29-86 ' o | " 4 ' 4922
American Jews outraged by Vatican’s ‘political gamesmanshxp
By Religious News Service

_ NEW YORK (RNS) — American Jewish officials expressed outrage at the Vatican’s
order to New York Cardinal John O’Connor not to meet with Israeli government officials in
Jerusalem durirg his 10-day visit to the Middle East.

“The Vatican has embarrassed John Cardinal O’Connor and itself more than it
embarrasses Israel,” said Nathan Perlmutter, national director of the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) of B’nai B'rith. He said that “the Vatican’s long-expressed and genuine concern with
theological anti-Semitism 4s welcome, but its concern is compromised by this kind of cynical,
political gamesmanship.”

The Vatican cancelled the cardinal’s plans to meet with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir and President Chaim Herzog because the Holy See does not have diplomatic relations
with Israel. Cardinal O'Connor said he “‘should have consulted the Vatican when setting up a

_ meeting with the president and the prime minister.”

’ Lester Pollack, president of the Jewish Community Relations Council of New York, said

- the “unscheduling” of the meeting “signals a critical setback in the process of advancing
understanding” between Jews and Catholics. He charged that the Vatican action caused “great
embarrassment and hurt” to the cardinal.

Morris B. Abram, chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, said that “Israel is right to expect that it be dealt with as any sovereign state
should be.” He expressed the hope that “good sense will prevail and that an equitable solution
will be found so that Cardinal O’Connor’s visit to Israel will be a wholly successful one.”

12-29-86 ' 4930
Lutheran, UCC health systems agree on merger
By Religious News Service

NEW YORK (RNS) — An agency of the American Lutheran Church, in an attempt to
revitalize Protestant influence in the health care arena, has taken a step toward what was
described as “the first and only church-sponsored, regionally integrated system of health care

in the country.”
Meeting in Minneapolis Dec. 16-17, the executive committee of the ALC Charch Council

approved a merger of the ALC’s Lutheran General Health Care System and Evangelical
Health Systems Corp., owned by 85 Illinois congregations of the United Church of Christ (UCC).
~ “Gexzerally, Protestant churches have lost their influence in healing ministry,” said



ON CARDINAL O'CONNOR'S VISIT TO THE MIDDLE EAST

This is a brief review of the press coverage of Cardinal 0'Connor's
statements regarding his perceived role as an active peace-maker between
Israel and her Arab neighbors. It documents that nothing that the

December 22 story in the New York Times interview reported with Rabbi

Marc H. Tanenbaum was not said publicly before both by the Cardinal and

Mayor Koch.
Tanenbaum: "He (the Cardinal) said that he would...try to make some
basic contribution to improving relationships with Israel and its Arab

neighbors."

Cardinal 0'Connor: "John Cardinal O'Connor returned yesterday from a

seven-day trip to Lebanon and Rome- saying he would gladly go to Israel

if that would help bring peace to the Middle East....

"The Cardinal sald he hopes to lobby vigorously for the Palestinian

homeless and others suffering in Lebanon.

"I will be presumptuous enough to make contact with the White House and

the UN to plead for an intensification of concern.
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"I am going to attempt to contact the vefy large number of representa-
tives of the Lebanese people in the U.S. to try to bring them together

in some fashion.:.perhaps in a conference in New York to discuss what

they might do for the Lebanese people.”

"0'Connor said the major disappointments of his visit were his failure
to make direct contact with the American hostages, his inability to
visit leaders of the Shiite and Druse Moslem factions and the lack of
response to his feelers seeking to visit Syrian president Hafez Assad on

behalf of the hostages."

(NEW YORK POST, June 21, 1986)

"CARDINAL SEEKS LEB PARLEY"

Cardinal 0'Connor said yesterday he would move to organize a conference
to bring Christians, Moslems, and Jews together here to discuss ways to

resolve the strife in war-torn Lebanon.
0'Connor said he would 'attempt to contact a large number of Lebanese

people here in the United States...to discuss what they can do for the

Lebanese. And my Jewish friends can make a significant contribution.'"

(N.Y. DAILY NEWS, June 21, 1986)



"0 'CONNOR ENDS TRIP TO LEBANON"

"He said at the news conference that he was 'prepared to go anywhere in
the world to see anyone who might want to talk to me about peace and

Justice in Lebanon and elsewhere.'"

"0 'CONNOR_SEES MIDEAST ROLE FOR VATICAN"

“"Amman, Jordan, Dec. 31 - John Cardinal 0'Connor sald today that he
would probably suggest to Pope John Paul II and other Vatican officials

that they consider taking the lead in calling an international confer-

ence to work out a Middle East peace settlement....Papal sponsorship,

the Cardinal said, could be seen as an alternative should the other

approaches prove unworkable.”

(NEW YORK TIMES, January 1, 1987)

ON VATICAN-ISRAEL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

"Jewish leaders such as Rabbi Tanenbaum believe that the Vatican has
begun to realize that its refusal to recognize Israel has not protected
the security of Christlans and so would consider some move toward

upgraded diplomatic status."

(NEW YORK TIMES, December 22, 1986)



"0*'Connor made the proposal (for a conference on Lebanon) at a wide-
ranging press conference during which he defended previously stated
views on a Palestinian homeland and discussed a possibility that Israel

could receive diplomatic recognition from the Vatican.

"0'Connor who met with Pope John Paul in Vatican City, said he felt the
Holy See might concelvably advance the possibility of formal diplomatic
recognition of Israel if it 'assists substantially’ in the following

dreas:

"Resolving the Palestinian homeland question;
"Restoring peace in Lebanon;
"Trying to indicate in some way that Christians should be protected

in the Middle East."

(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, June 21, 1986)

"He also conditioned his support for formal diplomatic recognition of
Israel by the Vatican on a solution to the Palestinian problem and

safety guarantees for Christians living in the Middle Fast."

(NEW YORK TIMES, June 20, 1986)



MAYOR KOCH

Reporting on his "private, off-the-record" meeting on July 17 with
Cardinal O'Connor and Israeli Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, Mayor Koch -
said that the Cardinal's "statement may in fact be an effort to resolve
one of the major sticking points in Catholic-Jewish relations - the

resistance of the Vatican to recognize Israel diplomatically.

"I believe it is his desire to do what he can in a responsible way to

effectuate that diplomatic formal recognition as soon as possible."
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