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. :MEMORANDUM 

· i 

- Fr~mn:· . ·i,iaris. p~~j.ce ... .., ·· 

·~~~J: :·~~·ct:1oh."in the 'Micici~~:- ~~t· ·to· the · BCWu8nicai couu~f:J.> ~vofi·,. ~n1 '.~, : 
· :5~6d:0n · !iV' ~:>£ th.e I>e~tee' ''tat&oit'c Attitud·e·e tow~·t:cf:N'~~~chi~&tianil'' . 

~: . ,': . , . ·, ' . . . . ' . . ~ . . " . ' ... , ·~ . . " •. '::~ ·i·.: . -
.-,. : :~ ' . ~ ·~ .. . :' 

. The ~~encb pt'.e~.s·· ha·s card.ed , ~*~~nsiv~ ·te~t·a in · tM . :·~~t · £~; ~ai~ . of · · 
. unfavorable. ·ruction in the -MldcU.e !88.t ·t4) i:b'Ga Ecumenical. Council ·vote ··on 
s~ction iv·; ~6ncerntuii Jaws• ·,~£ the: d~eree •icathoii.c Attitudes towar<l 
'Non~~.ie~~i~I?.~;<i ·· :,;',·:· .. : .· ... · . <~>-;~·)~::':~\.' ·_; ; ·: ·· .,;~ .. · .. · .. ; . _ .. · :: _):- :(:"~ '-.:·. - ~< ·~~f', ·\· .:. . ·.;/ 
we da?~ta~19 ~lcm. ~o ·at~1~·1e;s .. -:iiihich· · af>p~~·d in te :_;!8at6 :0£-.-Noveaibar 21 
d~scrU>i'ng this. :reaction-. . ·. .. : · .· , . '. ; . . . ,. , · . ".-·. · 
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'·. ·.' " :.· ;:· .. :: .. _. ,,-;: :· ... :· '., :.·.- ··· .. ;;:·>·:··~ :: .. :.·. ·'··: . - ; . . . ·: .. ' ... .. :· -.: ;/•:i .. .. . · · __ . . · ·· ··.,' " · : 

B".ei·t~t ·~'.· .~'it .i!t ~\a . dagger ' s~r~~ ~4gainst ·the ~i.lntty of 1 "¢.hiiSttan'/~ommunti:i~e ·" ·. ·; :·: ' 
11vtng··tu :·the :il~1¥ I.and~~ nt·a_.; ,Ositio-n·. taltan. bY the ·chiio.it.a~·:~.0£ . Bet'lii~t:ien,i · _; .. ;; ;. 
s~r-~~d · th~ ; 8*plosion • . LNot$~ /~oi i<>Wi:ng , prot:e~ts · i'.R'. ~eth1eh~~ :'against th.a· · <·: : ·.·.: 
·cowl¢i1 ·:ac,tion·; .. -i:he Jordan gClNet:nmeftt has a·nnounc·ed tbat .a·~cess·:to the iioty· ·. ;. 

· . : .· _ · · ~-place• ·:·~u.( .b~.'.~~~orb:tclde~ )·o·;~Jl~!.-~. :~ho voti.,. fo'.t' . seed.on ··iV :_Qf th~.; dbur~h ·. . . · , ... ' 
:~'·.,:?r· .. ····-: :: : :.~o¢ument. 7•. ~h~\ttftiiijj '6£. t~((,a~~usati9n· oi· cieid.de aga~n,&.t:_.titir; .Jewil;. · >:: ··; .. _..';: 

· ·· c.~~: ei'si1y;l>e a~cepteci .-l>f:people ·of:..-t\;le ~ddie E&9c. :w~oi 'trOni an ~rl.¥ 
. . ·· 

·,,: .. 
. ,_.·.·-

- . ' 

' '·. 

: :•s•, . at e accuse~ . to coniid~er .. tliat . Cin"i:•t was indeed ·assa~s inatec!l .. hy· . ·.' > 
t~~ ~~i~h fl.e~pi,a. n i• · tjn,i1~: :notmfi.l.; : t:b'.~t.ef<>re, i:b&t:cii~teda~ .c~n.ities 
-~£ . ~~~-:-~d~i• .iQst be the · fi~~~-t;: ~<>.:· protest t~e decii~o~. taken 4it .. ~he 
Va·t1can~·. · ... . · · . , · . ·'' . . , .. ; . ,: . 0

: ••• . · • . : : .:~ 

But.~.~~~ ::~c1J1~)i.c-:: poHtt~~:.;~~,e . ·~~t~~ ~~nsir~~~l.y· -~~~· ~itli: : lntlioiic)r · ... 
p~ol>i~ a~. ~eU.gi.ou» dii1;u~•~~ .Anci .. ~c, :· j91td4nian authorities~ ·'_fohc>weci bY'·· :;.': -
those oi th~ ~twor1cl iel.amic, uni~11·~ ~f s:a\idi A'iabia, oei~ed on .the ffe.etext: :; ._:.,. 

· to condemn. an;·.irttitude of tiicf~vattcan :Wtiich; in their ·view9 met -ieaci to · · ·· · ·· 

(

-re~osC,i~tou ;~£:_.: ~~~· state. 0£ .. ~i~~-~1~: -~ii ,.£a~t.~ . ~~e P!~l>~~ ~~. -·de~ct~e ,~~~· 
•' : ·. not ,xtat (or .-tsJ,,am since M6s.letiWr~ ~akC the .. view tbit".tbe "proplj:~t~' Jesus 

dtd not die· on .. the cross j Gbd'«bav'ins recaii~ him 1>$fore tba ·Passiotl and 'au . 
unttliOwn-i>e~son: b&v1us been cidc:t.lted tii iitl ,place at . -~·ig~tii:a•' 'Jsl,am wouid · 
· '·. : .~. '. :· ... : _,,/:::·.: · .' _ .... _,.:;. ~· ' · .. . : ... -:· . J · .- · : ". .·.· . ~ ·. : .; :·;·:: · . ' '. .. ! • • /. · . '; 

• • .. " • :.·::.. ' ~:· : .. ·, :! • • • ' , 1, : :· ' , • ' I • .,j I , ' ~ ' .'• ' • 
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·Jn Egypt . ,tqe/Cop~ . ~th~o~ . '~~ri~;rch 1f.'1Sg~ ;. ,::K"'~lloe is,. s~r-iving.1 to . ·cail' a 
ge~e~~1A>.r~'1odp~. cpnfewence ~hich- woul~ · r~piy· to · the. : Vaticat:t~ :: 1 ,. : · •• " ... ' . . . ' -. . 

• ( . : . .. t .•: , ,' \ :' { ~ \ ;~· .•• ·t· J ' .. ::~. · ·i·!.~ ·.-:io. ·'.'l<-4- ~~: : , : .• , . . ·,; . - . ~ · :}'. ;i:i.:· ;.i ~~!.;~ :i . :, .-. · 

~E! . oj\lYA.i19cor~~~~~·Yc:>i.c~ · {!~~.'' th~· ;Mo,l!l:l~ms . i~l that.1 0-f·; ~he.: ·f~ur:. 1 cadis · .. : · ' ., 
Jjµ~g~~)., o#;: _,~~~s~1e~~ .(.in:· t111r~~:l) ; t~; ac~ps~tionr e.t· .. 9eict4e:;·~ , .th'y point 

~ out, is. eonsfd~re4 -a~ a, "-d.e'f~'mationn by ' the ~ran . .. · .. . . . ' 
.... 1 1 ;,. : : .. : ;. , ·. ; ... !-1; ~_. . ... ~~.{ \ ,

1 

t ~ ' ;' ~' '.·:~ ':.' '. ~·:C : . ."•i.,I 
0

,l;,~. 1-1' :!;, ~ . 1".·:' l: r .~: · -·· ; · :··· .·~ t'. I •
1 .~ ·. ,. ' ~: :'::;f,: .', ;\''",'· ~ 1 :' 11• : 

Th~. · PP,~'i;.~Q~ip_~J;¢1:1.·ths>~ic.,; c~-q.i~1;cii~r·Of.;. t~ei· Q~~e~ta_.i. ;~it~: ,,is•;-~tably: ·-·.· . 
4 ~ff ~~~tit•· 1Mflt.'!mo~ ,; ~.; , th~: G~ee~ , Ca t~o:li~ · ra.~r ~arch : of '.M1tioch ,· ~bad·. reati 

, ~n:;~i~~~mi.P!ch,l!!l~ · ,qf.: hi~· J>a~r~~c~y'; "\7 · ~lla~ is ·to" sfly J.el)a~on,, \·· Srtta:~ : . , . ·· .. 
f~1~~~:i,:i~·~and_d~8.rit . .;~ a i clarification 1;n, which, a,fter· havi~ noted .that · 
the Co~ci1 .'. dec~·eion .~'is ·not,-..yet definitiv~~· (it :has ,not .yet bee~- ratified 
·J>y .-~he; .. !'~Pe: :~t\d' ·¢.J~t·'. ~· -,V()~~~u.anewi .$tt tJle:· nex.t . ses,ioh) he;.:3,SSerted·.-that · 
~'.!t ;;_~~~84~,~·.~~~.; ... ~~~ --~~8_:_~~111~~<1,1-~t:';!!··1t~~b~o~d.·of. ;ChriSt'\(it .\WSS:·the. ' . 

' J~ff}Wh~ 1Q~~gh~ .: ~~SU~ b~fo~e, .~{l.a te;· SO:_: tl:\l,lf:Jl~~~migl\~ -.oei.'iCrU~-i~i-eCi ·;\)ut'.~· · . : - . ' - -
tp~Y.- :41~ ,no~, .. b~.l~~":~- B~ -~~ 1 :G~).~::, .. r~¢.:.o~lY i .~~~ks: ·~o ', l~~~-; t~e "~or.:l~:t~·: ·· 

· .t~ea~'. -~l~ :,mei\•i .. :J¢W~ ·.-~~C?l~~ed .. i .wj;~h: ... J>enev9.1~~ce"*nd -~~thoi!t:'.a~y:'di$cd.m1· 
nation· -of :'i'ace,·oti .'relig:i:qn.·" ; '·'"- · • ·. ·"" ... .,, ... · · '· · : · ... ·. , .· ·,.; ·· : \' · '.' ': ... , . · :; .. '!'.: 

' ' • •• ·.~ • w 1 ' ' ! · ~· ',' .• ~ >~_,;, ' : 0 ." '· • ,' • , • '.• '.,' ' " ' ,: -~ ' ' • ! '•' ! • • • :•• • ~ • \ • •' . ' ;.. 
-• • • f ! • • ' ·, • ., ...... :·· ' ' 

~~s'A~~,~l!'fa~i~n'.:s~~:~" ~~~- :~~b~~·fa~~~l)~ . o~, :~r.-~b.· ~tq.~~.f!c _\coimnu~~1e_s ·:of.1 ·. 
~~e:"~~st~r;n:. ~:1,:-~~., . ~u~r:g~4 '.amqng Arab;'.a¢-.~WPslem _·um.s·13~,s, ,wh~,~are .ever.'·. 
t¢84·y ·, ~o: ·~ ~~ze: ""lP.: ~~4 · ~c~us-ef tl\Eii# · ·cif ~·-.t;o~SQ~~i . Th~ ·:.-:?&-~i~~ch~~xiuiO~ .. :~ s .:. ' •. · 
40Q.9~~- ,~a i~l\g~t; i:~ " t~~ ·wori4.~·,, t~c1~4~~g . ~~~opes," -~rid .f~r.~c;~h: :ci~untries ;· 

· J>ut ';Qri_~y-· :1,~.-.zo~·:;i,n~~qr.~n . i~~~lfi"'-'.'.''· :.·'.>· ,,;_ .. · .. ,"< :· _1 ,., • ... ,' .. : • , , • :, ·' ; • • .. ;: ·~ .,; '. _' .~ " ·.; .. . · 

.. ~~~~~-~ ~ "4r.~~ C&thOl:t~&--..~re ~~~ab~ . ahd: "1ant '. ~~s.' t;~ : be'.'.knOwri·i-.:'!We i · ", :; ~ 
~;~st:~•ns : :l,n ; .tl,l~s·e ' :c9u1.1~~~et!_; -~~e .. ,are ::~r•bs·; .we ;'t11ere :AI'.abs ,_wet).·:· b~for'~ the. · 
·~~t~s cQP,qu~~f.•nd ~~11 ',~efot.e . '~h.e ··b~1:1th t:o£i .l:.sl:am~t '..procla'imed.':~Maximos .- in: 

. ' ~9'~7':1~n a; ·~.e~,0,unding ,- "~peecl)~ : ;,, " ... ·:'.: -:. ; . -: . '.-" .. : .:. ;· '.: ' ' ".: . : ; . :·:.-:,; ~- ' ·, . "· 
i \ ~ , - • , , : • • , \ I: < •I ; I , ':, ' ' ' • > ! "' • ' - • , • 11 • .' • .. 1 • . I ' • ' 

., 

.:'il:Y."·t·~e' vt!~Y fa.~t :..o·f. _' belotjging" to ·A'r~ptsm -t:lieyt. ~re gener·an:Y· hostt1~\ 'to; . " 
.. · -isra~t.,.· and: ·one/sb~uld 'u6t'/be; ast{>tdslii!d ' i£;·soiiie· :of,..:them·"&trive to demen;;. ... ' . 

I ~tra,te\'to •-~he'-'qounci~ ·~athe~e: in spec~acut~r- '- f~slllQn,. ~beir attachinent I t~ ,; 
wh&t '''i& cailed ' heri! ''clie·'·Arab' Fatberland~.tt £. "·' ' I • . • ' ,. • • . 
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~ M. SONNABEND, P~s~eM 

December 18, 1963 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subj: 

Foreign Affairs Department 

Paris Office 

Initial Arab Press Reaction to Draft Pro?osal 
Concerning Jews Presented at Ecumenical Council 

Enclosed please find a memo on initial Arab press reaction to the 
draft proposal concerning Jews presented 4t the Ecumenical Council. 

We should like to emphasize that this is an initial report, and 
does not cover the period toward the end of November when the Arabs 
made their heaviest attacks upon the Council action. We, therefore, 
recommend that you do not use this report until such time as we have the 
follow-up to it, going into the latter half of November and early Dec
ember. We are making arrangements, of course, to procure this follow-
up study. 

Enc. 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President MAX WM. BAY, Los Angeles, Vice-President 
MORRIS B. ABRAM, Chm., Executive Board LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President 

HERBERT 8. EHRMANN, Honorary President 
IRVING M. ENGEL. Honorary President 

MARTIN L. BUTZEL, Detroit , Vice-President 
IRVING L. GOLDBERG, Oallas, Vice-President 
ANDREW GOODMAN, New York, Vice-President 
PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, Orange, N. J .. Vice-President 
JULIUS $. LOEWENTHAL, New York. Vice-President 
RICHARD MAASS, White Plains, N. Y., Vice-President 
EARL MORSE, New York, Vice-President 

RAL.PH FRIEDMAN, Chm., Administrative Board 

WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Chm., Nat'I Advisory Council 

MAURICE GLINERT, Treasurer 

ARTHUR D. LEIDESOORF, Associate Treasurer 

ORIN LEHMAN, Secretary 

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President 

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Honorary Vice-President 
SAMUEL O. LEIOESpORF', Honorary Vice-President 
JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President 
RALPH E. SAMUEL, Honorary Vice-President 
HORACE STERN, Honorary Vice-President 
FREO LAZARUS, JR., Hon. Chm., Nat'I Advis. Council 

NORMAN RABB. Boston, Vice-President 
IRVING SALOMON, San Diego, Vice-Presid(nt 
GARONER H. STERN, Chicago, Vice·Presi der:t 
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A. M. SONNABEND, President 

·December 17, 1963 

Memorandum 

To: Foreign Affairs Department 

From: 

Subj: 

Paris Office 

Initial Arab Press Reaction to 
Draft Proposal Concerning Jews 
Presen"ted at Ecumenical Council 

The initial Arab press reaction to Cardinal Bea's presentation to 
the Ecumenical Council of the draft decree concerning Jews was ir
regular and less vigorous in opposition than one might have expec
ted, shows a survey of the Arab press made here for the AJC and 
covering the period November 8th to 20th. 'This is prior, it will 
be noted, to the declaration by the Arab League in which it expressed 
its "hope that measures will be taken so that . the draft on relations 
between the Catholic Church and Jews will be withdra~n, and not in
cluded on the agenda of the Council." This Arab League Gle·c·laration also 
asserted that Zionism was exploiting the Ecumenical Council draft 
for its propaganda. News about this dec.).ara~ia\ being distributed 
just as the Council was about to .close, on December 4, it is obviously 
not covered in our press survey of initial Arab press reactions. 

t 
The survey was made· by reading two or three of the major newspapers 
of each of the Arab countries. The choice of papers was the same 
as that made by the French government documentation office here, 
for following press in the Middle East. 

It will be remembered that in preparation for presentation to the 
Ecumenical Council of the dra~t decree concerning Jews a special 
press communique was prepared by Vatican sources, in Arabic, and 
distributed to Arab press representatives and agencies the morning 
of the presentation of the draft. This communique emphasized that 
the matter was not a political one but strictly of religious and 
spiritual nature. Given the original ragged reaction in opposition 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN. Honorary President MAX WM. BAY, Los Angeles, Vice-President 
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HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President 
IRVING M. ENGEL. Honorary President 

. MARTIN L. BUTZEL, Detroit, Vice-President 
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RICHARD MAASS, White Plains, N. Y .. Vice-President 
EARL MORSE. New York, Vice-President 
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of the Arab press, this cotcinunique may have had some initial effect. 

According to the survey, in Egypt the major papers, primarily pre
occupied at the time with reporting on the attitude of the United 
States Congress to aid to Egypt, gave relatively minor attention 
to the Ecumenical Council action. 

The newspaper Al Abram. of November 9 publisht~ f 'ews on the s~cond 
page in its for~ign affairs section under the quite neutral title 
11A memorandum for bettering relations between Jews and Chr.istians 
is distributed to 2 .ooo religious leaders." The story that fol- . 
lowed was compiled from various press agency sources and was essen
tially the communique given out by the Vatica~. 

On the 11th, the same paper printed correctly and without commenting 
a dispatch from Paris asserting that Dr. Nahum Goldman, president of 
of the international Zionist Organization had warrely welcomed the 
Vatican memorandum. The headline, however, read: 1"World 'Zionism 
~armly Welcomes Vatican Memorandum." ~ 

.· .. 
o·n the 12th, from "Occupied Jerusalem," · the paper published the de
claration of Israeli Minister Warhaftig. On the 20th, and following 
the intervention of Cardinal Bea at the Council, Al Ahl.·am' s headline 
on the second page declared: "An Italian (sic) Cardinal Defends the 
Memorandum on Jews Before the Council." This again was a fair sum
mary quoting Cardinal Bea accurat·ely: ·nis declaration with regard to 
Nazis~ and that John XXIII had ordered the qiestion taken up as a purely 
religions question and had approved the draft decree. It also cited 
Cardinal Bea as saying that the draft '"in no way concerns any national 
or political questio,n or implies recognition· of Israel by the Vatican." 
The story concluded that certain Middle East religious leaders were 

"opposed to examination of the Jewish question within the schema of 
Christian Unity, while also pointi'ng out that this would embarrass 
Christian minorities in the Arab world." 

What might be considered the first major prop.aganda· attack in Egypt 
on the Ecumenical Co,uncil action came .,from the semi-official govern

. ment newspaper Al Gumhurya ten days after the draft was presented or. 
.(November 18. On page three, there was\a feature article entitled 

"Wp.r_l,d_.Zj.~is.ro,,..B.;-J_!H~-~ ... -~ssure to bear o'n the Vatican to deform the 
. Gp_o1 s~~!:.n~. re~n_i~- Is!'ae::,:__~_eligi~~:__:ea,~~:T~~=-~.Z"io~ist 

ot. . . . . __ ..... _. ........... .:.-:::..... .· . ·. 

A . len~thy article signed by Michel Guirguis opened with the · followi.ng: 

"World Zionism is putting into Execution the Zionist Protocol of Dom
ination by undertaking steps to dis.figure Religions ••• 11 It went on 
briefly to describe 11Israeli Attacks on the Holy Places and Men of 
Religion in Jerusalem" -- which is apparently its version of the 
attacks of the religious fanatics in 'Israel on the non-·Jewish schools 
there -- and says that this brought the severe protest of French, Bri
tish and Finnish diplomats. Although the Israeli President had pro
mised punishment, the pepple involved have been releas'ed, according to 
Al Gumhurya. 

; 

~. 
., 

t·. 



4 

' 

- .3 -

''The purpose of this aggression is to bring pressure on the Vatican 
to recognize Israel as a nation! 1 ' Guirguis goes ono. He then recounts 
how Israeli Minister Warhaftig and ·11The Council of the Union of Jewish 
Organizations in Florida" had warmly welcomed the presentation of the 
dcaft decree on Jews. 

"When Maximus, the Patriarch of Roman Catholics at Jerusalem, learned 
about this plot he sent a memorandum to Pope Paul VI protesting ag
ainst the mano·euvres being . at~pted to bring about closer ties with 
Jews, who have tortured, dispossessed and killed Palestinian Arabs, 
and outlining all the oppression committed against Palestinian groups 
by Israel. •• " 

Guirguis then describes how he sought ' the opinions of the different 
religious leaders in ' the United Arab Republic (that is, Egypt). The 
Vicar-General of the Orthodox Capt Patriarchy dee lared •. according to 
Guirguis: "The attempt to declare Jews innocent of the crucifixion 
of the Messiah is doomed to defeat; to contest sacred texts of 20 
centuries duration is frivolous ••• The Council may take.· this decision 
to give pleasure to Jews but no force can change a single line of the 
sacred Book. 11 He then implied that there might be a connection be.:. 
tween the. halting of American assistance and political influences for 
deformation of the sacred texts. 

From the Vicar of Anglican Copts, Dr. Ibrahim Said, Guirguis got a 
declaration copiously citing Biblical texts to try and prove that Jews 
are the crucifiers of Christ. · 11It seems to me that international Zio
nism is carefully executing the Zionist pro·t:-o·c·o-1-for=wo·r 'rd""liegemony·: •• 
but"'"'inany casei:t"' is universany--de't""es'te'd:-;-:·tt·.....=.--. .., .... ~---•-'-. -
--·-·-~ '-~::~~~·-'V,-.1!~&0'"7"'.~~ • .,Q;.·~·-....:~- . 

From Father Nouh Shaba Hanna, Patri.archal Vicar of Orthodox Syrians, 
Guirguis says he a.cquired the following: "The manoeuvre of the Coun
cil is a serious one, and I was very much affecteq especially because 
the draft was presented by a great religious chief. In this fashion 
the Vatican denies what has been said by the Gospels ••• Who has influ-
enced the Council with regard to .thi.s dr·a·ft? Can it be financial 
considerations? Or i~ it Zionist· gold'., ·.ilhich inundated the American 
Congress, at the time it took this sinister decision ••• " 

Insofar as other Arab countries are concerned; The Jordanian press 
contented itself with reporting press agency dispatches without any 
comment. 

The Sudan papers made absolutely no mention of the event.· 

The Syria Baa..th-pa.r.~y was the quickest of all to react in unfavorable 
fashion, writing on November 10 in the party newspaper Al Eaath: ' 

"What does the rapprochement between the Vatican and Israel hide? 

' ' 
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Qualified Syrian circles are preoccupied by press news about the 
evolution of relations between the Vatican .and I~rael. They are 
particularly interested in news just sent out on behalf of the Vat
ican and the Ecumenical Council concerning the suppression of 'the 
malediction that fell .upon the Jews following the persecution of 
Jesus. Syrian circles observe that such attempts may be exploited 
by Jews who will use them as an argument to influence the feeling 
of Christians thr<?ughout the world." 

Reaction in Lebanon was a mixed one. The Beirut paper Al Hayat 
(an independent paper of the Chiite Xoslems) featured on its front 
page a story that "Latins in Jerusalem Oppose any- Rapprochement 
with Jews," citing an Arab press agency story from Amman. This 
declared that Msgr. Neema al-Simaan, of the Latin Patriarchy, had 
declared that the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem had sent Pope Paul 
VI a memorandum asking that there should be no rapprochement with 
Jews because of the aid that they give to Israel 11which continues 
its oppression and aggression against Arabs •• . " This Qppr~ssion, 
al-Simaan went on, touches not only Palestinian Arabs but also 
Catholics and other Christians. He condemned the draft distri
buted to the Council as containing ambiguous phraseology "that . 
hides a political manoeuvre;'' the Monsignor declaring that "the 
Jews who live today in Washington have not crucified the Messiah 
with their hands but this in no wise change.s reality as it is to 
be found in the Gospels. 11 

Continuing to pay attention .to the subject, the same newspaper 
published the text of the Secretariat for Christian Unity on Nov
ember 13; and on the 14th it gave an Arab press agency report 
that the Jordanian Ambassador to Rome had cabled his government 
that the proposal presented to the Council was purely religious 
and had no political significance. On the 19th and 20th, it · 
gave reports of what happened at the Council, mentioning both 
views in favor of and opposed to the draft, without any comment; · 
and giving the Reuter's .dispatch on Cardinal Bea's speech. 

The pro-Nasser Beirut newspaper Al Syasa also gave the same 
straight agency account that day. 

A curiously favorable view came from the editoria~ writer of 
the Lebanese paper L'Orient. The writer, M. Rene Aggiouri, 
denounced fir·s·t those Arab commentators who had seized upon the 
text to express concern about Christianity's attitude toward 
Jews. Then he blasted the Zionist circles who sought to take 
advantage of the ·decree immediately, according to him • . But, 

\'. 

in fact, he continued, ~the proposed text is .in thhe sensde off tra
1

-
ditional positions of Islam,which has not known t e kin o re i
gious opposition to J .udaisrn that Christianity has ••• What have we 
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always maintained as regards Zionism and the creation of Israel? 
That Jewish COiilIIlunities have always lived in peace among the Antis; 
that pogroms are strictly an European phenomenon; that European 
states should stop the .emigration of Jews to~ard occupied Palestine. 

"All Zionist attempts at justification of the Israeli state are based 
upon exploitation of the feeling that Jews cannot ad~pt into non-Jew
ish societies • 

"And we know how eminent representatives of Jewish communities who 
are perfectly assimilated in the societies where they live are op
posed to Zionism because they consider its natio·nalist attitudes as 
anachronistic. This is the case with the American Congress (sic) 
of Judaism (the writer obviously means the American Council for Jud
aism) whose leaders have often been welcomed in Arab capitals. 

\ 

11To the degree where change in the teaching of the Church can destroy 
old prejudices and take away a major argument of militant.Zionism in 
Europe, Arab states ought to· rejoice," the editorial of L'Orient con-

. . ·. . eludes. 
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JEWISB ~cHRONICLE · Feature &·News Serv:ice 
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.aome; ·,January l9, 1965 • .. . ' . \ . . . 

.. ··(4cN,$) .. ~ Ciu:citnal , Bea·• s Secretariat for the Ftomotioti ~f .. c~btian 
.. u~:~ty~~.~ .. :·~IW~t~d .. ~Q .C:~~P.~~te · 1~s ·analysis· of the suggestions for. 
modification o·f .',the ·Declaration on .non-Christians, including: "the 

.-- J~ish ~h~p~~r ~·11 • J>y·, ~~e ,e~ ,of r~br~ry." '. , , . 
' ' • '• : ·• . ! : •j' • • · • ;I,.• • • I :' ' • > • ' • I ~ ' · ' : · : ' •. , 

. ;Ac<;~r4ing .. ~~ · ~~;t.ia~~~ sources, .the Sec~etariat' s . experts have 
' almost' finished ·their . revision. of the declaration on· the basis o·f 
th? . .,· ~~8$~~~~0.~ :. s~~~~.~~~ '.. ~Y~)P~tµ~f'.~ ~~ :: ~~~ •. ~c~~~C$ ~ ~oµ~~i 1, ~nd 
the .fina.1. draft ·.will . be approved .early in March. , 1 .. · .. . :·:·. (: .·:.·:~_ .. '_ .... .. : : ·"" : ... ' ·: .·:..-:.:-. ....-.; .. ·:. <,·; :~ .. :..>.;-: .. -~ ~ : . :: .... : . . "" .. ·. ' 

"\ 'Ihe)~at~ca~;.'c:Or~~ept;)nd~n~ .. of ' die ®le' new . " , azine,. '!11. Pµnto" 
. . says t~t~.~r~b~ilt'i~t-f~~pcl.es ~Q : ~9~. ~~1~~~. ~ .,,~~i-~ .. ~ .' :. ~:·;.' : .. . ' 
~--Vatican :bY •. <Pr-~·~~~~:· ~urtng .h~s,:47~pec.t~d tri,p: to. G,ermarit i~ . . 

th~(si)r'ii\i} •. ~ "~o:rr~~pc>nde~,~ .. :~a~_e1 t~~~ s~ci:~.t c~ns~l.t~t.~~e . " .: .. . 
ta~~·~e .. r~ga~~i~~ ~he ~.islt·, co~entingf ·"The intenU~n of "8sser 

1. !~:;~;:dJ~ . ~=,~~!J!~~~~~~~1f~~~~cr.~~t~: , ~!r-11:..::,;htS . 
• • • ' ' ~. ' " : •• ' •• : . • . : • • • . ': I, • ~ • • ': j·./. · . :~~, ·:· ~ .. ' ·~. '··,· . ·. '• . . ' ' . ; ., 

.. : , . /~h~: ~~~E! . co~~'~sP°:n~~~~. t~~~ts.:, ~~~~ ·ff?_!:~:'. ·conv.~i:',~~·~.~~na are . 
. ~lso~~~r. ~ay ."~~tween · the : V,a~-ic,an S.e.~r,.~.t~r.~·~·~~~~·~·-·~-t.a ~:·~~·, the ,-

. (I:.ebanesel G~va~~~· · re~ar4~~;, ~t V: st~~~ ... , ,~·~~-~-~d~~ ):J~;~'?. .. \t~_;_ ·~,he . . 
_. Po~~ar~s :· the e~d. ()~ ~~,,!Yi o~:. ~.~·~r .~~~·~'~-;- ., .. · /• ·,... ,: .:< " \ ·'-

. , ., • I. . ~ • • • ' t l -~' '. J · t • .;, • • ·r , ' ', ' • • 

'. M~ B~lou., .·acco~d'ing" to .. "~J<Pu~to/.',.·'ll4~.t be~~ -.c~~seA ~y:· ;the. .. 
· Arab' t.ea·gue ·with · the . task' of -"expressing in .. of°ficiai. ,form"' the· ·opi>Qs'.ition 

• : \ ' • i' I -, · ' l I•., . . . • • , • ' • - ~ • } • I I ( • .', , : '' ·i • .. , , . • , • • • 

of Arab leaders: to the ' Jewish .document. n1n .. c'trcl'ea ~·c1'o'ifi:{;to : ·the · 
RolY.: See. i,~ '.:is : und~rlin~d tha(M .• H~l.ou .~s.~.,~i~~f~:.~,i~.~.~s,~1~4 ·.t~e , 
issue .. ~itb th~, , Po:pe during thelf .encountet: at.; ·Beir.µt. ·aifP.c;~t· ·.(when . 
the Pope-. was ilen r~ut:e'~ :to .:I~dia) , : but~ . tb8~~:~e;/1.~;'·\~~V,•.~i*g'A;sn:~ ~his 
further me~ting) .'-in order to · g.ive the .interventton'1 

•• an ;off.icial · 
char~ctet ·~ tt ... ">" ; , 'i . ' < t_., I • : •• . ·!': . c ._' , ·: ". ': :, · ;. -,·,:· _ .. ·: ; • ' -, 
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