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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

NG,

Paris Office: 30, Rue La Boetie, Paris 8, France » Elysees 69-11, 83-63 » Cable: Wishcom, Paris » Zachariah Shuster, European Director

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

March 12, 1964

American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street
New York 22, New York

Dear Marc:

Father Jean Toulat, author of the remarkable book "Juifs, mes Fréres" (Jews,
my Brothers) published last year, has now published a book entitled '"Avec
Paul VI en Terre Sainte,'" in which he gives a complete report of the events
that took place during the Pope's visit to Israel and Jordan,

In this book he recounts in detail his impressions and experiences during his
visit, with particular attention to the events that took place in Israel.
Below is a translation of a few passages which, I believe, deserve to be known.

"His own people did not receive him," it was said about Jesus.
people of today, the Jews, are acclaiming his Vicar:

His own
school children ac-

companied by their teachers, people of the kiboutzim...And the Pope is blessing

this-people who is supposed to be accursed.
child, as Jesus has done.

And the Pope stops to embrace a
A generous crowd, particularly remarkable in view

of the fact that Sunday is a day of work in Israel, while the day of sacred
rest is fixed for the Sabbath, as in the time of Moses.

Many Isradlis, however, must have had a somber image of the Church because
history textbooks (Jewish) until now, primarily under the influence of the
national-religious party, have insisted on the persecution of Israel by

"Christians."

But public authorities in anticipation of the pontifical

voyage, have taken measures to enlighten objectively public opinion. On

January 3rd a schodl broadcast was devoted to the Church.

The entire youth

of Israel listened to the exposé about the Holy See, the Pope and the rap-

prochement among Christian groups.

One of these broadcasts was made by a

Jew who originally came from Neuilly, and who became a priest and Assumption-

ist, Father Jean-Roger.

He is one of the six Jewish priests in Israel.

Having adopted Israeli nationality, his archeological, biblical and socio--
logical knowledge merited him to be chosen as official guide of the Israeli
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National Office for Tourism. And all those who are preparing them-
selves for positions as guides have followed the courses given by

Dr. Coldi, of the Ministry for Religion, on Christian holidays, the
Gospel, the holy places. Today the Jews, generally, accept Jesus as
one of theirs, and some of them even as a prophet (but not as Messiah,
for the messianic era of {iniversal peace has not yet arrived).

"Your God and my Master" says, while speaking of Jesus, Prof. Flusser,
teacher of the New Testament and patristics at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. And the Dominical fathers of the new house of St. Isaiah,
who study at this University various branches of Jewish sciences, re-
-cite their prayers in Hebrew. This reciprocal comprehension is con-
cretized by the Jewish Committee for Interfaith Understanding (the equi-
valent of Jewish/Christian Friendship societies in the West) which is
preparing a Hebrew edition of the encyclical "Pacem in Terris,' al-
ready put to music by another son of Israel, Darious Milhaud.

T a0 5

Cardinal Tisserant, guided by the Minister of Religion, descended into

the crypt of the martyrs. In the name of Paul VI, amidst the commemorative
tablets...he lit six candles in memory of the six million Jews, viectims of
Nazism, ''We are here to share the suffering of the Jewish people, victims
of such a terrible hecatomb," he said.

Before leaving, the Cardinal conversed with his entourage. '"I was born in
Nancy in a house that was built in 1703 by a Jewish banker originating from
Frankfurt, On the doorpost my father found a mezuzah, which I have pre-
‘ciously conserved." A curious coincidence: exactly one year ago, on the
'3rd of January, the Cardinal, writing from Rome about '"Jews, my Brothers,"
told me the same story and added: "I started the study of Hebrew after
entering the seminary in October 1900. In addition to using the grammar

by Chabaud, I utilized that of Mayer-Lambert, which I had seen in the hands
of the sons of the Jewish fashion merchant, whose store was close to our
home. One of my school mates wrete, under my first name, which had been
spelled out in Hebrew: 'Future Jew'. I hav. not changed my religion, but
I have always been interested in the life of the Jews and the writings
following the time of Qur Lord, the Talmud and other literature. At this
moment I am reading the biography of Eliezer ben Yehouda, who was the
restorer of the Hebgzew.language in Israel. I knew him personally when

I studied in the Dominican.school in 1904/5, and this biography, in English,
was offered to me by Mr. Coldi, Chargé«of Christian Affairs at the Ministry
of Religion in Israel." The Cardinal concluded his letter by saying: "I
wish that the Council would do something to show our Jewish brothers our
affection for them,"

The Council, last November, proposed a schema to the Fathers which, on
the one hand, clears definitively the Jewish people of the accusation of
deicide (for it is no more guilty of the crucifixion than the English peo-



ple for putting Joan of Arc to the stake) and on the other hand re~
fers to the Jewish roots of Christianity. There is every reason to
hope that this text will find a large majority in the Council assembly
next automn. It is fortunate that the Church is already manifesting
its cordial disposition vis-a-vis the people of whom St. Paul has
written' "It remains the beloved people because the gifts and the call
of God are irrevocable."

With b€ést regards,

_ Sincerely,

cc: FAD Zachariah Shuster

\
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July 3, 1964
Dear Jacob:

Thanks very much for your June 30th letter enclosing
Archbishop Shehan's communication to you. His direct contact
with Cardinal Cicognani and interview with Cardinal Spellman
can prove extremely important. As you know, Cicognani is the
center of the curia problem in Rome.

Many things have happened since I last saw you on this
issue, and it is for this reason that I have suggested that you,
Morris Abram and I get together the next time you are in New
York with respect to the White House situation. I hope this can
be soon.

Confidentially, in all likelihood, the President will take
steps to make his concern known to the Vatican. There is a
long story connected with this result which I will recount to
you the next time I see you. Also, the latest reports are some-
what more encouraging as a result of the pressures from the
United States and different parts of the world.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

John son
Mr. Jacob Blaustein

P. 0. Box 238

Baltimore 3, Md.
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JacorB BLAUSTEIN

BLAUSTEIN BUILDING
BALTIMORE, MD. 21203

September 8, 1964

Rabbi Marc C. Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc:

The enclosed copies of my letters of today to Archbishop
Shehan and John Slawson are self-explanatos

Sincerelyy

Enclosures
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cc hHabbl Tannenbaum

JACOB BLAUSBTEIN
ONE NORTH CHARLES
THE BLAUSTEIN BUILDING
BALTIMORE, MD. 21208

Septerber 8, 196k

archbishop Lawrence 4. Shehan
LO8 sortn Gharles 8t.
Baltimore, Hd. 21201

 ¥Your ﬁxaelxeney.

Meny thanks for the audience thie'mavniag, and for your
good eonsideretion of the views § expressod wWith regurd
to the létest draft of the Bcumonical %ennnﬁl doclaration
on &hrlaaian»J@ﬁiﬁh.ﬁalatiana. ' _

As 1 aaataﬂ, this &ahaat araft iﬁ‘m&st'ﬁistuwbing gad,
if adopted, will in my opinion engender intense feeling

on the part of the Jewish auwm&azsy &hraughaut the wavlﬁ
and hatween hha araaas. ,

In ehis latoeat. ﬂfagks {1) ﬁha ﬁﬁ&eié& abselution is graa@iy
watered down and (2) there is introduced a progelytizing
thrust - absecnt b the previous.draft - which would seom
to meke ths frisndship of the. Ghnweh fwr the' Jews eansiagens
upon Jewiah conversion.

We fervently hﬂpa, thar@fa?a, that yau and sha eﬁh&r—ﬁiahaga
and Capdinals of the United Btates, northern Burope and
like-minded elaecwhere will do- everything possible to have
this decres changed back to .She wording of Chapter IV of -
the Schems on foumenism thal wag . introducod in Fovember 1963
duridg th@ a&auﬂﬂ.seaaian or sna ?atiegn ﬂounaila :

it E&is proves &&@uaaihie. ﬁhﬂﬁ'wa w@ulﬁ lika-ﬁo sugpest
as.a less desiveble but alternative position, the views -
expresset:-in ths attached menorenduin entitled ‘Hemo on
Biecant Uraft of the Proposed Jowish Letres - = « Suggsstions
for Hevisionts HMay 1 bo permitted to repeat thab 8 would
serve ¢nly ag an alternative and would not ba as desirable
adoption of Ghapter Z? 3 ﬁﬁvambar 19&3-_

Hy oolleagucs- end I ﬂa@ply'a@preciate yanv’iat&vaak in this
matbey, and we are confident thot what we propose will bo
good for humanity at large. And if I may sey oo, unless
the ohangos from the latest ﬁrafe are. made, the geclaration
will do much more harm thap if $héwhele-ldes had nat bosh
proposed In the Pirst 4n

With high vespect,




I ».ﬁaﬁgﬂ on a fairly good 4desa of the content and the langusge
of the text of the decree that hes been dlstributed %o the
Councll Futheva, ﬁhéra is reason for cunsiderable disgulet.

17 - The gauses for this disquiet ave found ia the last two
peragraphs of this text. Tnese davolve (1) the roforences
to a strong proselysising vhrust et the Jews and (2) @ vegue
and imprecise reference to the deiolde lasue.

I - It 3 quite clear that in aiwost every reqpeat the text of
Cnapter IV of the Schema on Eoumenism thet was intredusced in

Kovember 1963 during the secund aaaaian of the ?&tié&n @eﬁn&il

wua mueh more complete end a&xangar ghen tho gweaaa@ ﬂaaaa
aaapbar IV would ¢arha£nly be more acceptable ua ‘the sajority

1 = That the praaeat snxt hﬂ rnt&ﬁn&ﬁ but taaﬁ ﬂh@ rafmreuua o
Teho union of uha Jawish‘penple with the Ghﬁrah?'ama that
entire paragvaph (5) be eliminated for bhe following reasonss

é « {hile many Jews vespect the rig&t of the ﬁhurch &a halé out
‘@n eachatological hope rar the eehvarainn of &ha 30@@, the
promulgetion of this foramlation in a\&earaa wgieh is designed



-2 =

to scelr bettor rolations between Cstholics and Jews end to
overcome nmisundeystanding is, to ssy the leaast, strategicelly
unwige. The reaction in the Jevwish commnity to that
poragraph will be dreadful sand explcsive. |

a - This pavagrepb which speaks of "The union of the Jewish

people with the Church™ and thet "The Church expsete in
unghakable falth and with erdent desire the entrance of
that people inte tho fullness of the poopie of God
eatablished by Christ,® means that the friendship of the
Church for tue Jows io contimgent upon the dissolution of
the Jewich poeple 85 & living historic endity and the
diseppearance of the Bynegogues end all Jewish religious
institutlons and veluea.

b - auq!a 8 _Gyaglaéauxm wil) whinout guegtion deeply offend

the senpitivity of the Jews and the more militent Jowieh
mpemm will M&-&é upon this ae an cceesion fﬂi’ 'wiamﬁ
oriticism end denuncistion. %a enenios of the Church
and of the Jews will spuve no oifert in mﬁin‘ba’-ﬁaiﬁg that
the aaé_wh docree i Intended to bring sbout 'thé end of
the Jewish falthe o |

B = Copmitted us we are to the improvement of mutual Koowledge

ang. a*-espwt_. some way must bo found to eliminate any
statement of this evangelical charsoter that would place
weapons into the henda of thosse who are hostile to this

great purposo.



2 - ?&9 one=line reference %e the role of the Jews in the
Crucifizien is incomplete and not & conclusive rectification
of the delocide somception (laet line on page 1). Furthew
it is pubject to misinterpretation. : '

4 = The iafﬁwanéﬁ of this present Qtaﬁeﬁshﬁ is that the Jews
.living at the time of th&s&-gﬁgg_aallae&ivexy responsible
for bis murder. The effect of such a&n inference on the
' mind of the Uatholie child end adult would be such as o
generate hosility toward "the Jews” of today as much as
" of the past. : N
B = We sarangly urga that &n she pl&n& of this one lino, that

there be adopted the language of the originel Chapter iV
of the 5¢hama_nn-ﬁsamanism; ¥De Catholicorum Habgtuﬁina Ad
.-e- __. . b ; : "

a - That 6&3@#@? IV declared in its aémﬂgmnaxian of the
deicide cherge §ha‘£a114u4ngs

"It would bo & wreng and injustice to eall this
. people 4 cursed people, since it remains most
‘beloved of God on account of thoe Pathers end the
gifts made ﬁo tham (cf; Fomell,28), or (to call
detc pile, becsuse the sins of all
wmon, whick ware tho cause Of the Passisn and the
Deuth of Jesus Cbrist, were wiped out by the
Pasaion and &ha Death of the nﬂr& {of.Luke 23,343
&ﬂ-ﬁ- 3.1"3 Gﬂ'o 2'8’ "

‘®But the death of Christ was not braught sbout by
ﬁl&gﬁﬁn {JewAah}Jpacyla then 11ving. and puch 1@33

b - Arguments in faver of tho use afltﬁis substitute pa#agra@h
aro'(l)_unin document has already become part of tav official
Géunoil ﬁ#eumﬁnﬁatiam shrough i&n_introﬁﬁgtian st_tha gecond
soseion; (2) this lenguage has been publiqizad aa-ihé-n@nm



nha

againat which the present weaker langusge will be viewed.
The rostoration of this olecar and decisive statezent would
help rostore some of feeling of aéy#oval among Jews that

attended this decree when it was first made public.

The last parsgraph of the present version which urges that
Cathelic catechetieca and preaching "Hot... oxpose the Jewieh
people &8s & rejected nation® is wesk end ineffective when
éenﬁvantea with $he condemnation of hatvred against the Jaws
contained in the original Chepter IV.

de urge strongly that that original language of Chapter IV

be _mtrbduced as 8 substitution for the present languapge.

The Chepter IV condemnation states the following:

Tuherolfore nince there is such a patvrimony ccimon
to the Churgh and tho Synagogue,
this seored Council wishes and intends to foster
- mutual mowledge and esteem of each one of thesm,
a knowledge and an esteem which is obtained by
theological astudies and fraternal discussions,
and bealdes,
just as it reproves severely the wrongs and
injustices inflioted everywhere on men,
80 aleo and mors the hatrede and tho porsecutions
against the Jews, whethor perpetrated in
- ancient times or in our times,
- (these) she deplores and condemns."”

-

- 9-8-64
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Copy for Rabbi Marc C. Tannenbaum

JACOB BLAUSTEIN
ONE NORTH CHARLES
THE BLAUBTEIN BUILDING
BALTIMORE, MD. 21208

Septomber 8, 1964
CORPIDENTIAL

by, John Slawgon
Amsrican Jewlah Committes

165 East fé&n Btyeet
~ Hew York, N.Y, 0022

Dear Johns

Loarning that Apchbishep Shohen is leaving for Rome tomorrow
morning; 1 bed Snyder phone gesterday afterncon for an
appointment and despite the shortansss of time and his necesanry

preparation for the trip, be was gaaé enough o ﬁ?ﬁﬁb'ﬂﬁ an

audience for e&rlg'thia mw#nxag.

1 reviewad the aituattna with»htm.fazly. and eaﬁlaae a eopy
of the letter &und enclosure I am sending him by measangaa today
ﬁh&ﬁh arg saiﬂ«exylawatawy.

Thsy &ra&biahnp Wi ]eﬁ an@ugn.%o show ma in eonfidence the
splendid lettey he wrote Curdinal Cleogneni after ny last visit
%o the Archbishop, and he ﬁald me about additional ataﬁa he
has taken to the very highe

e ssiﬁ ke wild do evaerything he can, 1neln&iag Behing ﬁﬁa
goens with the Amorican and other like-minded hierachy, to
have Hchewa IV that was introduced in November 1963 sdopted
in place of the draft of the new declaration. 4And he hes &
good deal of confidence that this cen be mccomplished, ané
failing in this -« a8 a lagt resort ~ to heve our rovisions
adopted. I guther he feels thet the present 4veft was .
introduced prinecipally to placate the Bsstern hierashy, bud:
that the rsul desire of others is Chapter IV oy st least
what would be a@msthing aiang the 1ines of the raviaiana
we ﬁvggest. )

e antgaﬂise& me to contact ﬁim 4in feme if and when I faa& it
is necessary, &nd 48 of tho opinion that bhe main sossion of
the Heumenical &oun¢&1 wiil run untii %ha latter half of

' ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂmro

1 em sure gou and our ahhar ealleagﬁas will’ be pleaaeﬁ with
what I s able hara&n 0 rapawt._

With warm vegerd,

Lne's




Reeent Bavelopments in Rome

June 8, 1965

1, At the end of May, Pope Paul VI addressed a letter to the
Coordinating Committee ordering that the declaration on the

Attitudes of the Catholic Church toward Non-Christian Religions,

which was. adopted with an overwhelming majorlty last year, be

withdrawn/and not. be ‘included. in the agenda of the. fourth

session of*the ‘EBeuménical- ‘Council scheduled to begin on September 1h.

The cruclal passage invthis . letter reads as follows.

T !"‘" 9 ..1-

——

qr authority pave depided for reasons of
U yious doctriney. angA ons apising it of

”cordial relations with secular QQVernmentﬁ,.to with= = =
draw the dociiment on the Attitudes towards’ Hgn-. R Rl
Christian Religions from the consideration of the
Committee, And we reserve to ourselves the final
judgment as to the manner of disposing of this document,
The Committee will proceed with its work and draw up
the list of schemata to be discussed..."

2. The declaration is out of the hands of Cardinal Bea's Secre-
tariat after it made some minor' emendations along the lines
.proposed by the members of the -Council. The Secretariat forwarded
this document to the Coordinating Committee for consideration
when' this Committee would make decisions on the agenda of the
next session,. .By the order of the Pope the. document is thus
withdrawn from the Committee an& the Pope 19 now in scle,charge
Of it. : Tl -4 3 .. I'-' . :. ,’ ) ‘_:
3. From the above quotation 1t is clear that th§ reasons giwen
. are both theoclogical and politlcal. ‘Howeveér, it ‘is reported
that “in ‘the strategy.that is being prepared in the Vatican for
‘explaining this reversal  emphasis will be-laid not: only on- Arab
pressure but also.on; so-called "Jawish pressure.ﬂ \ _ ¥ mi
h. It 1s also reliably rsport@d tﬁat while &- declaratien on——. -
“Religious -Liberty ;will be. presented to the fourth session
of thé ‘Council; the Vatican. is now preparing’ an’appendix to this
declaration which would interpret tha text in a- restrictive way.
-5} ‘Some mambers of the_American ‘Catholic hierarchy have ‘been
informed of the Pope's order arnd are planning to take direct
action by informing the Pope of the shock and indignation that
“would most probably occur in the United States if the declaration
‘on the Jews will be, elimlnated fram the agenda of‘the fourth
session. TR e e . .

-;,




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute 'of Human Relations « 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 - PLaza 1-4000 + Cable Wishcom, New York

Hovember 12, 1965

Dear Colleague:

: On.October 23, the Second Vatican Council of the Roman
Catholic Church promulagated a declaration on 'The Relation of
the Church to Non-Christian Religions," which includes a section
on the Jews and anti-Semitism.

While there are differences of views within the Jewish com=-
munity regarding this declaration, it is my personal conviction
that in the perspective of 1900 years of Jewish-Christian re-
lations this document is a significant step forward. It provides
the basis for a program of implementation to bring about real

s -changesT in Christian teaching about Jews and Judaism.

. et T

The American Jewish Committee has played a central role in
this effort, and has sought the advice and counsel of leading
authorities in Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Jewry. The
enclosed document is a background report describing our posi-
tion and program in relation to the passage of the Jewish
declaraticn. This is shared with you as a 'private communication'
and is not for publication.

I would welcome any reaction that you might have. With
warmest good wishes.
)
Cqrdially, (
4 :

Rabbi Marc II. Tanenbaum, Director
Interreligious Affairs Department
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