
MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992. 

Series C: lnterreligious Activities. 1952-1992 

Box 50, Folder 2, Vatican Council II - Blaustein, Jacob, 1964. 

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax 

americanjewisharchives.org 



., 
/ \ I 

' \ 

._, 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . 
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March 12, 1964 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York 22, New York 

Dear Marc: 

Father Jean Toulat, author of the remarkable book "Juifs, mes Freres" (Jews, 
my Brothers) published last year, has now published a book entitled "Avec 
Paul VI en Terre Sainte," tn which he gives a complete report of the events 
that took place during the Pope's visit to Israel and Jordan. 

In this book he recounts in detail his impressions and experiences during his 
visit, with particular at t ention to the events that took place in Israel. 
Below is a translation of a few passages which, I believe, deserve to be known. 

"His own people did not r eceive him," it was said about Jesus . His own 
people of today, the Jews, are acclaiming his Vicar: school children ac­
companied by their teachers, people of the kiboutzim •• • And the Pope is blessing 
this ·: ... people who is supposed to be accursed. And the Pope stops to embrace a 
child, as Jesus has done. A generous crowd, particularly remarkable in view · 
of the fact that Sunday is a day of work in Israel, while the day of sacred 
rest is fixed for the Sabbath, as in the time of Moses. 

Many Israelis, however, must have had a somber image of the Church because 
history textbooks (Jewish) until now, primarily under the influence of the 
national-religious party, have insisted on the persecution of Israel by 
"Christians." But public authorities in anticipation of t he pontifical 
voyage, have taken measures to enlighten objectively public opinion. On 
January 3rd a schoel broadcast was devoted to the Church. The entire youth 
of Israel listened to the expose about the Holy See, the Pope and the rap­
prochement among Christian groups. One of these broadcasts was made by a 
Jew who originally came from Neuilly, and who became a priest and Assumption­
ist, Father Jean-Roger, Re is one of the six Jewish priests in Israel . 
Having adopted Israeli nationality, his archeological, biblical and socio-

. logical knowledge merited him ,to be chosen as official guide of the Israeli 
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National Off ice for Tourism. And all those who are preparing them­
selves for positions as guides have followed the courses given by 
Dr. Coldi, of the Ministry for Religion, on Christian holidays, the 
Gospel, the holy places. Today the Jews, gener:ally, accept Jesus as 
one of theirs, and some of them even as a prophet (but not as Messiah, 
for the messianic era of Universal peace has n0t yet arrived). 

''Your God and my Master" says, while speaking of Jesus, Prof. Flusser, 
teacher of tl'~e New Testament and p'atristics at the Hebrew Uniyersity of 
Jerusalem. And the D'ominical fathers of the new house of St. Isaiah, 
who study · at this University various branches of Jewish sciences, re-

. cite their prayers in Hebrew. This recipr.ocal comprehension is con­
cretized by the Jewish Committee 'for Interfaith Understanding (the equi­
valent of Jewish/Christian Frien,dship societies in the West) which is 
preparing a Hebrew edition o'f " the encyclical "Pac em in Terris," al­
ready put to music by another son of· Israel, Darious Milhaud • 

. . . 
Cardinal Tisserant, guided by the Minister of Religion, descended into 
the crypt of the martyrs. In the name of Paul VI,, amidst the commemorative 
tablets • • • he lit six candles in memory of the six million Jews , victims of 
Nazism. "We are here to share the suffering of the Jewish people, victims 
of such a terrible hecatomb," he said . 

Before leaving, the Cardinal conversed with his entourage. "I was born in 
Nancy in a house that was built in 1703 by a Jewish banker o~inating from 
Frankfurt. on the doorpost my father found a mezuzah, which I have pre-

· ciously conserved . " A curious coincidence : exactly one year ago, on the 
3rd of January, the Cardinal, writing from Rome about "Jews, my Brothers," 
told me the same story and added: "I started the study of :Hebrew after 
entering the seminary in October 1900. In addition to using the grammar 
by Chabaud, I utilized that of ~yer-Lambert, which I had seen in the hands 
of the sons of the Jewish fashion merchant, whose store was close to our 
home. One of my school .mates wrete, under my, first name, which had been 
spelled out in Hebrew: 'Future Jew'. I hav--not changed my religion, but 
I have always been interested in the life of 'the Jews and the writings 
following the time of Our Lord, the Talmud and other literature. At this 
moment I am reading the biography of Eliezer ben Yehouda, who was the 
restorer of the Heba;ew:.,.J(lnguage in Israel. I knew him personally when 
I studied in the Dominic'a~,.: school in 1904/5, and this biography, in English, 
was offered to me by Mr . · Coldi, Charg e •::of Christian Affairs at the Ministry 
of Religion in Israel." The Cardinal concluded his letter by saying: "I 
wish that the Council would do something to show our Jewish brothers our 
affection for them." 

The Council, last November, proposed a schema to the Fathers which, on 
the one hand, clears definitively the Jewish people of the accusation of 
deicide (for it is no more guilty of the crucifixion than the English pea-
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ple for putting Joan of Arc to the stake) and on the other hand re­
fers to the Jewish roots of Christianity . There is every reason to 
hope .that this text will find a large majority in the Council assembly 
next :automn . It is fortunate that the Church is already manifesting 
its coi:,~·~al disposition vis-a-vis the people of whom St. Paul has 
written.;. "It remains the beloved people because the gifts and the call 
of God are irrevocable." 

be st regards, 

Sincerely, 

~el 
FAD Zachariah Shuster 
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Jul.y 3, 1964 

Dear Jacob: 

Thanks very much for your June 30th letter enclosing 
Archbishop S,hE3han.1 s communication to you. His direct contact 
with Cardina.'i~cl.?ognani and interview with Cardinal Spellman 
can prove extremely important. As you know, Cicognani is the 
center of the curia problem in Rome. 

Many things have happened since I last saw you on this 
issue, and it is for this reason that I have suggested that you, 
Morris Abram and I get together the next time you are in New 
York with respect to the White House situation. I hope this can 
be soon. 

Confidentially, in all likelihood, the President will take 
steps to make his concern known to the Vatican. There is a 
long story connected with this result which I will recount to 
you the next time: I see you. Also, the latest reports are some­
what ,more encouraging as a result of the pressures from the 
United States an~ different parts of the world. 

Best regards. 

Mr. Jacob Blaustein 
P. o. Box 238 
Baltimore 3, Md. 
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JACOB BLAUSTEIN 

Rabbi Marc ·C . Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165· East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear· Marc: 

September 8, 1964 

The enclosed copies of my letters of today to Archbishop 
Shehan and John Sl aw Se -exp anato 

Since rel~ 

Enclos1.).res 
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·th~ ;@~•- on J&:e~nte!JJ, _:thfit w••---~-~~e~4 .ln -~~v-e•~· '19~3 
d~ins.·· ~n• c:Hro~- :8~·s.f$:l.on 'of.; .ib.e:.v~•l-¢•; ·cq't}no11e. . 

, • , • ' . • •• _.· . • • ·.. 1· • • ' • • ' • • ' 5 . \ _· \. . ~· . , .. - . . . . 

tf· ~- •pr~v(j·~- :~~Q«s'.i~1., .• , .'ti.•• '"-~ .' ·WQ.lf.ltt:: li~~ · to· •~o·at 
aa '.A 1fHfli :4eo1'·a·~··:.-'1~· tUt~l}&.~$..•t ·~·,tJ1t~pn~ .. ·11~6 v!.ewts ' 
exposaei'·Ui tlti& '.'·~'~an&d ·ill~~oo~ ·'~n,1il~'1' Hi (t11\0u(>a .. 
f\(f~~~t · ~a.t~ : ot.· · ~·: f~o~o~ei. "J-efii;~h·. '.Qeore• ·~ · • .. :. s;gc~-t.:J.on~ 
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'With ~h ,?:eqeet.-
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. . ' . . . . 

end o.f ~.& le•o • ·1U $'pue no •tfQ~t S;n, ualn•r»nt~ t.l:la.• 
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Catbo~·lc oatechefi,letJ ancl pre&.cming °'llot ••• expo~o the JoWieb 

people ea a. r@~ ect-.di nation" £e weak and. l.~1.\toc.t.1 •• tduin 

co~traoted vi.a ~.bG, oen4cH1nat1oll ot he~#'~ as~~-t the J'rtWf 

oon:talne4 ~ tbO .orlslnal Oha:~ter. lV. . . . 

4 - 'de · urge s~r.ongly that that orl£1n4\l. l~e ot e~pte» tv 

be $.ntro4l.lced aa a •lilba't1tutloa .to~ tbe pro6ent ~·· 

1.i'he Ohepter rv eondemnatlon etates Ibo following: 
I 

·nwho~otore si•ce tber• te o~qh. a pat.taonr c~ 
. to tth~ Ch\U'Oll. &Rd the· s1aog4tguf>, 
thl.a ee.t.tJ"td <la&Ulcll wishes and intends to toaster· 
mutual lmow1odge and estees:a ot ea~ ono or the•~ 
a knowleqe ai.14. an eate•m which le ~btaln~ b7 · 
· tb-eolosloal. •tud1ea and tratemal die cue alone,, 
and bealdos • . . . . . 
jtUJt ~ lt •.e»,oves eevorel.7 the w~onge and 
laJueti oea btfllcted oval"Jlfhor• on.=~• 
a~ also and mol"• the hatrecte ·04 the porseoutioae 
aaalnst ~he Jewo. whathor Pel"P•' . .-ated ln 
ancS.eut tS11'.u•a qr l .11 O\&I' time•• 
(those) ~b.$ 4Qplores and oQil~. tt-
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/ Copy for Rabbi Marc C. Tannenbaum 

. JACOB BLAUSTEIN 

ONE NORTH OHAlilLES 

THE BLAUSTEIN BUILDING 

BALTIMORE, MD. 21208 

»r. leli# Slawaen 
Atrt~~i¢$D J~wiidl: fommlt t·eo· 
· i6s ::•~•t $6t.n. :$·~¥-~·~ · 
me• -W'c!fk .• · ·N ~i-. 100·2a 

n.e~ ·f•luit 

.$01>te~~-r $., ·.~ '964 · 

eWtt-Ifani!~flAL 

Le~i.nii tl!lat ~-,Wl.~iehO'p ih~• ~s . ~:0ay~ng tor .Roine to.mozi~ow 
l4Ql'rd.ng;.. .1 . b£1,4 S~f 4!-ii• .phone $''3flt~·t~a·. ~ternoon f.fr>'f!· . . ~ 
app·otni.m.c.J.it ~a. d4lql~•· th~ e~"l"tl\e•e, .t:!I ·1S~ an4 ll.t~ ~e~~-~Y 

-P~~~~t$.Qn t~··U, · ttt~, b;~.-.ail g~e4 .~~~ t• .tf"bt $tl • 
ew<ilenof,t t@ •~.a.,. thitt: ~•rnt·o({•· · c . . ·. ~· 

:t i'evtewo4 ~h~ ::fj~t11a.:tl~·: ·tt1~ h1- f.Ully; .~Ji4 ~<tl.0-fil~. a 0097 . 
-Ot . ~e J.ett·~t- :W •n~l•eu'• · .W- • · ·••~itq .bim b7 :J1i·G~e1cngti~ ·todq 
tU,d.;c.b, •• ae.~l·••l:1'r:i~'~•t~ . · 

' ' · . ' .. ~:.::~::~~··~"" . . ·.. ~ .'. , . 

~.tit.1 "'~01 ab.op. ~~:~r~~~4 Ott,t>\.lgil to ~~-~ m~ ·. ~~ ·~•id: 1d$n~e ~ . . . 
· aplbtitll.6: 1et-.~·-lf• -wr~te $_,<tlnal ~l•~~~t af-&tJ r4J l~~t vi,utt 

to ~~ .At'ch.blsb.op~ and b.~ •~14. me abou:t additional $ieP.s he 
h$.s ~4m to ·Cho ~ lliP! · · · 

- . . . •t eat.a . l'!e •:lU c:to ~¥(tJ'ftl\t~s ~ ·~,, ln~1ud1~ 'btb.itd tbrfi 
a·e.•nt -•l ~h t ltt .Au~' le~ •°-· 9tb.U·. '1lkfii'"'!•1n'1n4. ll;le:rti.~ • to 
l;iave: Scl1$• ·rv ·tba-t vas ttltr-e:d•ee4 '~ ,,¢vember it6J aaop~.@4· 
tn pl•c• of tht draft ·Of tho n~ · d"C..J.auratlon,-. fd1d: he. · tw-e a 
goo~·- 4e"'l. ot .,olilf 14~n.¢o. t~t ·.this . c• be -~*<>mp1.1~·Qd:• : u<l. 
~1ng ~ tbl$ • i;\jl a las,. l"·~sllii"t • •~ ha"• ·oltP ~&vl.~l:a:ss. 
a-<lt11t.•4• · . J; gat.M-A' b.e ,.eol1 Jha.~. th.~ P-~"•~nv d'tat~ ~o · . · 
hltlr•~~ch~~4 f.11.t.~t;.pQ;)..~ :~o »pla¢ate ~~· JG'~s~q•• ht•t4l~b1~ 'u.t; 
thi.\t ·~Ut J:>eu.l ~:eeii re. f.>f . e>•h.:el"·2 !a 'V'l'ul.])1;$J'I· l.'~ t>.t' .~-& 14·~~ 
wi~at would :'},)., s~mi(f~lnt .414ns tbe i.tn.6lJ 4~ th~· t>e'Vi:•lona· 
we. $'tlgg~st.. · 

B,fe nthottl·~e4. ,mt t,~, ~t~ot b~ =4n ·.1~0.:1la it -.<t. Wh,tn t · t"ot ·•-~ 
is Mce.s .. a~y, tm.d. tlJ · o:~ ~b.ij, <;ptni~n f!b!\t· t~e Dla~ ~()a•i•ti. •t * -~~\wienical ~o.--oli "ll.l •~n. un.ttl. •b.e l~~t- AOil1' 01 · Stven}b.el". ·· · · 

l . ~· $\JW~· J'Q\i> ~4· •u:it · ()t.b;~~ e~ll;.e·~~s. ~ll.1. 'b·~ ~leaae~ lll~b. 
.,n(l• a; ~· •)J;$ hQ:~f)in to -~~r•!.. · · 
Wi:hl.l: ··~~ · •·ep~t.-



Rec.en.t. It:~velopments in Rome 
June 8,. 1965 

1. At the ·end of May, ·f>ope ~a.u.i V'_I addre~sed a letter to the 
coordinating Comrnitt'ee · ordering th~·t the declara.tion on the 

Atti'tudes of tti~· catt1.olic Church toward Non-c~ri-st5.an _Religions,_ 
V.,~hich wa."s : .. a~opte·d wi th ~ overwhelming maJori t'Y last year, be 
wi.thdre:wn) hl-fd· -'.not:'. :ij(f :ln:·ciu·&ecf<' i~:. th~ .··h"genCia°'-<:>".f "£tie . f_qurth 
~-e~sio~ ~~·';;f~e~_::~-c~0.'~~~~iJ.:;coul:l~f1·:~i~Y.~~4~rf~ .. t_~·- -~peg~n ··.on s_~ptember 14. 
');'}1e __ 9r ucia:,t passage rn d:h~~· .:le~-~~-~ :q~!=iq~~;· ~s'_:-~<?l~ows: · -.~ . 
:;.;.='::.~: .. ( . .. . ~ -.:,._:~-~ ;''; °y ...... W! <:- ::-.f".• •• --:--·-- ---~ ~=-·-,·_ - -~:. ':._~·- ~..: ... -·. :·.:. '.~-::•(?:(~~:;.-, ~~ -, 
~i:'r,_:i~.:r,-~.r ;~. ~l;iw..e~)-2f/.9.4~. ~jlttl:§>_r·i ty·;<!p~y-~ ~,,~9.~.9eg.., .. t<?r reasoir~ of 

Jo,:; !~:c~,.~.i:;,: .. ~,s;0unO:· ~.io.ufJ. ··ao'C:"thin~J .. ,--." ' t?.nd.~- r;~~a~~ohs atnfing:::·;oiit t . 6t · 
~· • ., "' ·r" · ...-i.- ·,.,,. M ,.. .. r1 •• ~·,·· · · .,. Ji-1 , t • • .,, • ·• ·· ·''<f" -11 ; ti • ... ' 

··."··' ·~_,, ,·_, ·/ :c·oricfl-'1ii' -~~+.f~tibns·:·· .. w:.1.~~ .::~¥c.':f~~~.r. ;gov~:rriii1eri't~s~;:,;.to~ .. ~·i~~h:-: .. . ,.._:· . · 
dr,a.w the doc\i.ment on the· Att_l tudes · td~ards·:o- ~,QP-· . . , ,. · · .,.. ·I~ ' · · 

_Christian R9lig i ·ons· ·from the consideration of .the 
Committee. And we reserve to ourselv·es the final 
jtid@Jient as t .o t;h.e manner of disposing of this document. 
The Committee · will p vocee.d wi:tP. its work and draw up 
the list of schemata to be discussed ••• " 

2. The declaration is out of the hands of Cardinal Bea's Secre­
tariat af'ter it made som~ ritinor\" emendat~ons along the lines -

_. pr oposed by the members of th~/Council. The Secretariat forwarded 
this document to the Coordiria:'ting ·cow.mi ttee for c onsideration 
wb.eh th-is Committee would mak~.deqis1ons on ttle agenda of the 
rie?tt ses.sion . ... _By the .or~er.· or .. ·: ~~$ " POP.~ . the,,,.. d9cum~np _ is thus 
wi thdrawn from .. the .90111I11.i ~·tee ~fl~-~ the Pope is.rbow iri· sol~ .;~ch,arge 

o-r- :i·\~; . · : .. ··· .:;>-__' _ < :.: .;';_: _ ... · .J :., ;· .·. ·;~~~ _.: · ·::. .. 4-,. /}_ - · ... . _·_,_;·· · ~:;~~ .... 
S.· F.r·om the' .:abo.ve·~- s~o.~:a~i<?P i,~· --rs ... ci.e~r that ._,th6 reasons g i ~~ . 
are both. thaqlogical ·and poli"t .ical:. ·"'· However,·· t :t . ·is repo~'l;i~d 
t,~at ~"-fa1· · ~he s t1=a~·egy . ._ .y,l};e.~- ~-~. b_i-1.ng _. prepe:z:ae_d 171 t~e V~tica:n .for 

·explainir.ig·.tQ:i,s P~".E?~s?]. ·. e~pha:si.~ . will .be -laid "not l·only ·,·on-. .Ar~b 

;.~es~~.r~- ·b~~,:. al~.~ ··:·:.~~~'.~-f ~g<>;~~ed::~' ~?-~~~~ · P~~s~~:.~ .~.~~ -:.:.'. . ."~~-: ~-~:·. ·'
5

T:·i:· ;; :~ .•. 
4. It is aiso r eliably repor~~d'. ttlEl.t while· a· aec!Er;r.att¢n -On ---... 
· .: '. ·:· Reli:gi'ou~ .. , Liber,ty ; ;wil+ be _prefi.,ent _e_d to the . fourth session 
,~·~.:". th~····coUn.c:-;iJ.~ t t;l.e·. :Yt;t.~~c.~·, ,.i_s,1, hpi::, pr~P~fi~~--'· an·' appendix to this 
decla.rat:ton· wl:;u.ch .. woul_Q..,. '1nt.erp_1: .. e~t .. th~.-: text : in a · r.estri.ctt.ve~· way. ·,:· : .. ,:\ ~; ... '~ ::;· : _ ...... _ ·~ · "· ........ .-~~~;;t .t-·; :· ;:; ... ·~~ ·· : .:_ ~ ... _.:. · .. · • · .. ·~"': ·: \·. ';._ ri-.·- ·. · · ..... ·_ ~ ·--... ~; ~ ... '~ 

:5·~ 1S'o"me .members :of .; .. .tge;~;~eri:c:-an:· 'Cat tioric · ·h i e rarchy .have:. :b.een 
informed ·or the PopeTf? 'o r d,er· arid~·- a:z.e planning to take di~,ect 

act'i·on by inf'orming .the ' Pope o~ .t he shook and indignation th.at 
''would ·most. prol:?ab.ly .. p~cu:r .~n .. :11ri:e ,un.i ted St a tes if Jhe d~~lar~tion 
·on· the· J'ews· ·will' be. eliminated from the' :·agenda,'~o!" ... the f'1o'urth : .. °' 
·s··e··:s. sion.··. · .. ·· ..... ·. · .. ,, . . ··.·.,: .. ,_; ....... .-'-;; .. ,· ·-Y~ f · 

.· ; 
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,1,, • • •••• •1 ;_:. :. • ·: l'~ ; ' • ~' • .. :... • .. • ~·-~ ... ... ·: . .. . . . : . ·~: · . :. -~<:~. _ : .. ~~ ~-··~-;·t /:::·;_._ .. ,_~-· '.:: . :--.~~;_ • ..:. . , ... ::·. ,: .. •. :'' ; .. ··::: ·!_; .·. ~ . 

- ... ~- . .· If! : ' . • I ·. · . • . . · . ; 

• • . , I...:'.: •. • ;, ·~ ;'e~-... ~? ;~ " 

_ ... ,. 
:. '·: ._: .. ...:;· .. ... ·: -~- -~: '.:" .. '• . . . 

. ~ · . . .: .: ; , ....... .., -~. ; ~· ~'.'." . 

. • .. ~· .. 

. .·· J ..... . 

.• · •. t .. 

. .. . ·- ,' ~ . ' 

. · . .· . 

·-: . :;.:;· .. ' :·· ~ ' ... 

-. .:· 

.. ... :· 
:. .. _' 



THE AMERiCAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Institute 'of Human Relations· 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 • Plaza 1-4000 • Cable Wishcom, New York 

November 12, 1965 

Dear Colleague: 

On ,October 23, the Second Vatican Council of the Roman 
Catholic Church promulagated a declaration on "The Relation of 
the Church to Non-Christian Religions," which includes a section 
on the Jews and anti-Semitism. 

While there are differences of views within the Jewish com­
munity regarding this declaration, it is my personal conviction 
that in the perspective of 1900 years of Jewish-Christian re­
lations this document is a significant step forward. It provides 
the basis for a program of implementation to bring about real 

- -·-_,__;..-----clr-anges-:rn~ct11~-1st:ian teacningabou:t-:Jews·"and.~Juaaism"'; --- -...-- · - ~--=-·-

The American Jewish Committee bas played a central role in 
this effort, and has sought the advice and counsel of leading 
auU~orities in Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Jewry. The 
enclosed document is a background report .describing our posi-
tion and program in relation to the passage of the Jewish 
declaration. This is shared with you as a "private communication" 
and is not for publication. 

I would ,,;i~lcome any reaction that you might have. With 
warmest good wishes. 

Ml-IT: fb 
Encl. 

~ 

C~dially, (~ 
·1 l t . ....._\ ., I ~ <'.lA.~v-· ~ 

Ra bi Narc H. anenbaum, Director 
Interreligious Affairs Department 

MORRIS B. ABRAM, President JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President 
LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President 

ELY M. AARON, Chicago, Vice-President 

RALPH FRIEDMAN, Chm., Executive Board 

PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, Chm., Board of Governors 

NATHAN APPLEMAN, Chm., Board of Trustees 

MAURICE GLINERT, Treasurer . 

ORIN LEHMAN, Secretary 

ARTHUR D. LEIDESDORF, Associate Treasurer 

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President 
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HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President 
IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President 
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President · 
ARTHUR J, GOLDBERG, Honorary Vice-President 
JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President 
FRED LAZARUS, JR., Honorary Vice-President 
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Honorary Vice-President 
JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President 
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MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore, Vice-President 
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