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~.THY? fflI~H po9UMF.NT A~ '?HE ggm-tENICAL CQ.UNCIL IS NOT.HJNG MORE THAN 

.CJ!RIS.·TIAN PROPAGANDA" 1.- DECLARES RABBI SOLO'"ITCHIK AT CONJi'lP.'l<lNCE 

OF HISTADRYTH.OF RABBIS. 

Day Jeii1sh Journal - Febrm1ry ~' 1964 

Rabbi Dov Soloveitchik, famous rabbincal scbolar~ in bis 

address at the Midwestern Confer.enoe of the Histadt'l.ith of Rabbis, 

wb1ch\S.s attended by hundreds of Rabbis from all over the eount1'7 

declared that he has carefully studied tbe Ecumenical Document, both 

in Latin and English and, on this basis, he has arrived at the conclusion 

that the Document is actually nothing more than Christian propaganda,. 
hoping that Je~ will convert to Christianity. . 

The Doc~ent has .been received with very much rejoicing by many 

Jewish leaders, as well as a large number of Rabbis, therefore, the 

reporter states,Rabbi Soloveitchik's words exjloded like a bombo 

Here is a translation of the report: . ·, 

"'lhe Document concerning Jews, which was raferred to 

at -the last .Session of the Ecumeriical-Council 1n Rome . . ' . 

and which is to be take~ up at the next Sess1en of 

the .Eeu!nenical Cour.cil, is nothtng ·else than !Vangelical 

propaganda, and its esst!nce is that J'ews are ·being· : · 

recognized as a people with a right to · live according 

to ·thei:r own conv1ctio~, and with a right to serv~f 

God in their o~m msr.ner • Sut the DoC"..maent says that tbe 

Church has not yet given np hope that Jews will see the 

.light ar,d ~h~uld be left alor.e until then". 

!be abo~~ statellle'nt .was made by Rabbi .DOv. Solove1tch1k at the 
. . . . 

Mid~estern Conference· of the·· Histadruth of Rabbis, ·which is being 

held here and attended by Rabbis from all over the country. This 



delicate subject wich was to be taken up yeste~ay- vas delivered only 

to.!~y, becuase of the large number visiting(non•members ot .thtJ 

Histadruth) tht3 Cont'e1·e~11ce, cam9 s~eeially from NeV York to 

listan to Rab~i Soloveitehlk. 

Rabbi Soloveitehik declared that "h2 has care.fully studied 

the Ecumenical Doeument in the Latin o Jlginal, and also in English 

and, on the basis of this• he bas arrived at the conclusion that this 

Document; from vhieh Je~s expeeted great things, ~nd . on which many 

Rab~is and Je~ish leadara have rejciceJ; 1s perpetuated through 

and th.rough w:!.th Christian propaganda. The DOcument,n he stated,"does 

not give the least recognition to 3e"1S as the rollowgrs of Abraham and 

Isaae••. 

"!be Ecumeneial Document does not p»MBl8 promise for Jevs SK a 

present or a future, but only a past ••• that they were at one time the 

children of Abraham• Isaac and Jacobt who a :re 'Christians' today. 

Whoever utters the phrase •Judeo-C~istian tradition• is an agnosticttt 

dra matieally declared Rabbi Solove1tcb1k. 

"Jews have notbir.ig 1n common with Christians, from whom we are 

as widely separqted in a religious sense• as with Budhiats". 

'.rhe great scholar and bead of the Yeshiva has also said that "3ews 

do not and must not carry on religious dialogues llith the Church. In 

questions or social problems an~ ~ pol1tica We may dispute, but not 

on theology. Dialogues between great Jews end Christian theologians 

vere imposed upon us, and from our side we have never sought or 

eneouraged such matters". 



. . ~ ~ .. .. , . 
... 

Rabbl Soloveitch1k directed his sharpest reoark when .he said·; that . njetJ• 

isn efforts and pleas to change the text of ~~1~tian. pray~~.s . and ' 

documents means getting involved in a theolog1~&1 discussion ~ but . . . . . . : . . . . ~ 

what we _ought to get from them is. a statement against anti~SE?mi tism"·· 

· ·ae c.oncluded his· speech wi tb a ~rarnir~ .that "Christ~ans, despite 
. . . . ·. .. . 
. . . 

friendlt utter.artces, ·did not give up· the hope that ~ews : ,.n11 eventually 
. ·. . . . . . . .. . . ". . . . . . . . 

· become(.c~~ve~ted.; and any Subject taken ~P between the. J~ws ~ ·the 
. . . . ~ ' . ' . . . " 

·'Church 'mus·t· first b~ examined· vi th the greatest of caution"~ 

. : _~~~b~ S<>loye~tchik'~ ~peach, at .. the Co~eren::de~!~ded .· ." 
li~e ·a bomb~ ~ey Rabbi~' act1ve· 1n._ their organizations,/hav~ 

aw~.i ted. with g~eat tensionx and expectation·; . the Ecu;uenical 's 
,· . 

. ac.ceptanee of -the Document at the coming· s~ssion in ·Rome.,. subni~'tted-
• • . ; • • . ' • • .. I - ~ • ' ' • • ' 

tfl:eir.· name·s t~ part~~ipate in a di.scuss1on following Rab~i .·soloveitcbik'i 

address •. 

· · Chahtmanof ·the· abo~e mentioned _$esslon was Rabbi z •. _ Sigal 

fro:m nioung israe1" of ~ewark, and· v~teran ie'ader of the H1staoru1=h. or· 
·Rabbis. · 
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Paris Office: 30, Rue La Boet1e, Paris 8, France • Elysees 69· 1 l, 83-63 • Cable: Wishcom. Paris • Zachariah Shuster, European Direct0" 

• SONNABEND, President 

February 26, 1964 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subj: 

Foreign Affairs Department 

Paris Office 

Arab Press Reaction to 
Ecumenical Council 

On December 18, 1963, we sent you a review of Arab press reaction 
to the presentation of the schema concerning Jews to the Ecumenical 
Council fathers. Further a l ong the san~e lines was the following , 
written by a leading Egyptian comt:1eatat.or , Nasr-eddine a 1-Nashashibi • 
in the Gumhurya of November 28~ 

"There is no doubt that Cardinal Bea -- and the whole world 
is beginning to have doubts about his objectives and inten
tions -- is decided to carr y out t o the very end the struggle 
which he began in the Council to render service to Judaism, 
and in consequence to Zi onism, by trying to have the Jews de
clared innocent of the murder of the Messiah; and that the 
Jews are preparing to make the greatest possible profit of 
this for their Zionist objectives ••• 

In the face of the very fir~ opposition shown by the chiefs 
of the Oriental religious communities to this proj ect, this 
Cardinal has convinced the Council paper to publish the art
icle in which he answers at great .. length to these religious 
chiefs as follows: 

(1) The preparatory commission of the Council was not able 
to examine this question because the political conditions 
were then not favorable. 

(2) The schema brings out the points in common between the 
Catholic Church and the Jewish people. Catholicism, in ef• 
feet, is but a prolongation of the Chosen People of Israel. 
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(3) The need to examine this question is shown because of the 
renewal , for several decades, in certain circles, of hostility 
against Judaism ••• 

(4) The necessity for Christian people to take the same atti
tude with regard to the Jewish people as did the Messiah and his 
disciples ••• 

(5) The Arab peoples have taken cognisance of Cardinal Bea's 
schema and have understocd its true sense; and moreover the late 
Pope (John XXIII) approved of it. 

That is what . Cardinal Bea said, and here is what we answered: 

(1) The entire Arab people is stupefied by the manner in which 
the Council envisages rela tions between Christians and Jews. 

(2) The Arab people is perfectly au cou~ant of the efforts under
taken by Zionism vis·a-vi~ the Vat i c;\TI duri ~g these past two years, 
and striving to use relir. ioo fer t he bP~~ (it of its political objec
tives and aggression a ;.:a i nst the Ar :1b .,,,orld. Just as it falsified 
the Sacred Book to cre~ :: c .::i .toe . ...: ::::::~ : ~·. · ;;>: it the right to illegit· 
imate existence and t o o;:>?ressic~ :-> f .:i~ .. ~ .;; population reduced to 
hunger and misery, somethine no ceies t ia ; ~~ligivu permits; just 
as it has falsified t he Ford s of t he K0n 1'. , in publications that it 
has spread among Afric~n peoples . 

(3) Cardinal Bea explicitly reco~nize~ th~t his schema: was stopped 
last year because of unfavorab l e political circumstances. proving 
that Zionist manoeuvrings were :io t for e i gn to this distortion of the 
sacred texts. As for the ensemble of Arab countries -· the cradle 
of holy religions -- they are not in agreement that Zionist preten
sions, for utilization of political purposes to the detriment of the 
rights of the people of Palestine to their own sacred soil, should be 
welcomed. 

(4) The entire Arab nation profoundly desires in its heart -- and 
in the very interest of the holy religions -- that the Council should 
stay out of this disagreement, and that it should listen to the voice 
of tho se who ask of it that it should push examination of this sub
ject no further. 

And once more we ask on whose account is Cardinal Bea acting? Some 
other time we shall answer this question ••• Even though we do not have 
to answer! 

Later, On December 7, the same newspaper wrote that Amba Stefanos t, the 
patriarch of Alexandria for Catholic Copts made the following de
claration on his return from Vatican II: 

.. --· 
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•rhe question of relations between Christians and Je..,s had 
been brought up during the discussion on non-Christian re
ligions, but the schema inscribed on the agenda and seeking 
to declare Jews innocent of the blood of Christ was not dis
tributed during these meetings. What happened was that dur
ing the discussions on non-Christian religions one of the 
Council fathers brought up the subject, but the patriarchs 
and bishops were vigorously opposed and asked that the sub
ject be taken off the agenda or postponed to a non-defined 
date ••• 

World Zionism played an especially important role in this 
business and assured the detailed execution of a Jewish Pro
tocol with a view to assuring itself of world hegemony by 
money ••• I am persuaded that Zionism managed to bring up 
this question in the foreign press during the meetings of 
the Council by buying certain papers; but it failed. 

I will add that on various occasions the Church has declared 
that it does not mix in and will never mix in politics, and 
that its position is purely religious.· 

M9reover, Cardinal Tapouni, patriarch of the Syrian Christians, 
opposed this scheme. He was supported by the patriarchs and bish
ops wh~ all declared that this question affected Arab states deeply, 
that the discussion's purpose was to sow discord between Moslems and 
Christians in the Middle East and to deny Palestinian refugees t'heir 
rights, i and that the Council should not give a religious weapon that 
the _:ewf could exploit politically ••• " 

On December 12, the same paper published on its first page the fol
lowing item under the title "The Arab League warns the Vatican~" 

"Contacts were established between the Secretariat of the Arab 
League and the Nunciature in Cairo to abort a Zionist and Is
raeli attempt to use religion for aggressive purpose& and to 
deny Palestine Arabs their rights . 
This intervention had as its object to recommend to the Vati
can to publish no declaration or expos~ that could be used for 
political purposes. The Secretariat yesterday sent a note to 
the League outlining to the Arab peoples the efforts and man
oeuvres employed lately by Israel and Zionism in Vatican Coun
cil circles, in order to obtain a declaration that would make 
Jews innocent of the crime of crucifixion of the Messiah as 
well as using the visit of the Pope to the Holy Places for 
political purposes." 

The Jordanian daily Al-Difaa, which appears in Jerusalem, published 
the following article on November 21, 1963, under the title 11The 
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Jewish West:" 

"The Protestant bloc in the western world is Jewish first an~-· -:~;.~: · · 
Christian second. The location of the state of Israel in 
Palestine stolen from the Arabs is the work of this bloc, whose 
role of conduct comes more and more from the rules of the Torah 
and less and less from the ways of the Gospels. If one speaks 
to the English and Americans of the suffering of Palestine, they 
answer that an error was.comrnitted ••• inv·oluntarily,and speak: 
about the God of Israel, of the Chosen People, and of its right 
to the Promised Land: these are the concepts that derive from 
the Torah and not from the New Testament. 

The American dollar exercized its influence on the Latin bloc 
~hich hastened to declare Jews innocent of the blood of the 
Lord. This is a Latin absurdity only equalled by the American 
absurdity that wanted to sanctify Barrabas whom the Jews had 
liberated in order to crucify the Messiah in his place ••• " 
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THE. AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Novem~er 19, 1963 

Eernorandum 

To: Foreign Affairs Department 

From: Paris Office 

Subj: Ecumenical · Council 

Enclosed please find a short report on European Press 
Reaction to the.Vatican Announcement of t~e Decree 
about Jews. 

It should be emphasized that this is a report based 
on first impressions of reading of three or four of 
the major newspapers in each of the countries covered 
and does not pretend to be an exte~sive or detailed 
coverage of this reaction, b~t only an indication 
thereof. We are checkirig with our corresoondents 
in different count~ies to ha~e a broader picture; 
knd will indicate to you what they report as soon 
as their material is av~ilajle. 

Hill you please distribute to Messrs. s·lawson and 
Danzig and Rabbi Tanenbaum. 
Enc. 
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November 19, 1963 

European Press Reaction to Vatican Announcement about Jews 

The Vatican decision to bring the decree .concerning Jews before the 
Ecu~enical Council received fair coverage in the European press, es
pecially when one takes into ·consideration the very heavy play of news 
from Rome the same day on other subjects: a major fight between lib
eral and conservative leaders at the Council and· the attempt to form 
a new Italian government. 

We also know, from persons who heard the programs, that the announce
ment about the decree was featured by the British Broadcasting Corpor
ation, on the Italian radio and on the French radio. We are still 
waiting for information from other countries as to whether it · was also 
mentioned in radio programs there. 

The AJC's statement in reaction to the distribution of the decree, com
ing almost simultaneously with the Vatican announcement, was picked up 
in numerous countries, receiving mention on the BBC, important play in 
the ·Italian press, and mention in Belgium. Mr. Shuster's Vatican press 
conference, four days later, furthe-rmore, received attention in leading 
French dailies. as well as Germa'1 papers. · 

The most extensive and prominent coverage was in the international edi
tion of the New York Times and in the European edition of the New York 
Herald Tribune, both of which carried t he story about the decree in top
ranking front-page articles. The importance of this should not be under
estimated: leadership in all European countries reads the New York Times 
carefully as soon as it appears and at the Vatican itself, as we k~ow from 
personal experience, almost every important prelate and statesman checks 
the paper to see what it says about Vatican affairs within a few hours 
after its arrival. The rest of the reaction in Europe varied from coun
try to country. 

Several Italian papers gave the story of the Church action about deicide 
as a separate art~e~-under rather prominent headlines. This was true, 
for ex.ample, o~_,...;i·1 Messaggdo_ which declared in a five-column headline 
''The Holy See Afilrms"'"tnatj~l.YS ,<;g~np_t_b.e_Accus_ed~.Q.f_Deicide." Sub
headlines went' on to point out "all humanity is respons·ible'1 and that 
"the document is termed 'historic' by top Jewish leadership, 11 r e ferring 
to Mr. Sonnabend's statement. 

·1 Avanti the paper of the Italian 
l Stamoa of Turin and Il Temno of 
! 

Socialist party, the conservative La 
Rome, the Christian Democrat organ 

Il Popolo and the Communist U~ita likewise featured the story under 
; banner headlines. So too, incidentally, did the ·Rome Daily Anerican. 

~wspapers were more temperate in space and headlines. "Rome 
Refutes Jewish .Guilt,'' declared the one-column headline i n The Guarcilair 
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which also devoted an(editorial to the event. The story briefly 
SU~:ZI:arizes the Vatican press comreunique and AJC statement. The 
editorial., while asserting that 11modern anti -Semitism has sprung 
from quite different sources and .has commonly been justified by 
its inspirers on quite different grounds than the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ and Jewish responsibility therefo'r11 goes on to state 
that 11nevertheless it will be good to have the old legend expli 
citly disavowed by the .Ro_man Catholic church with its utmost auth
ority ••• 11 The Ifaily Expr~s headlines the event 11Catholics Urge 
~h-.lew.s_,.'..'.......and, .. like the Guardian, featured thiS eventas 
the major Ecumenical Council news of the day. 

Another editorial comment came from the British weekly, The Obser 
ver which, under the heading "Reconciliation,n asserted that the 
draft decree was welcome '1but the rea 1, historic importance of the 
document lies less in what it condemns than in what it recomrr..ends. 
It cal ls ~oma~ .. ~.o_lic _p_;-~a.~h,er.s_and_c_a.techists .. ' t~L:R..r.Q!!l<?te 

.... mutual ':_~de.r.s.tand.ing __ C1-Jtd .. es_t_~-~-!!.l' . _Ee~~!'.~.ep the~Ch1rrch and the Jews. 
Equa·try important it attac-ks the basis of so mcch anti -Semitism ••• 11 

For the London Times however the principal Ecumenical Council news 
was the fight between J.osef Cardinal Frings of Cologne and Cardinal 
Ottaviani, the leading figure of the conservative forces at the 
Council and head of the Holy Office, and the story about the decree 
was added briefly at the end. 

For most of the European press this fight was the outstanding feat
ure of the day at the Ecu:r.er,ical Council. Nevzr before .had the 
Holy Office been publicly attacked in such terms, and by a Cardinal. 
And the event was quite properly seen by most observers in Rome as a 
clash symbolizing. the entire struggle between the conservative and 
liberal forces at the Council. 

One result was that the story of the Vatican's historic action con
cerning Jews received, in many parts of Europe, only second - place 
attention, or but a few paragraphs. 

This was particularly true for the Ger~~n and Austrian press, insofar 
as we have been able to determine to date. The fact that Frings is 
a Ger~an Cardinal had, moreover, a special importance in the eyes of 
German editors. One can hardly say that the lack of space given to 
the event by German newspapers necessarily arose out of a desire, 
conscious or unconscious, to 11 bury11 the event. It so happens the 
d.ecr.e~_~as_is.s~just as the . 25th .anniversary of ' 'Krystallnacht" -
the November night when Nazis·t·ormt:roopers 'andc5norts roareatnr·ough 
Ger~4n streets , beating up Jews, setting fire to J~wish bueiness estab
lishments, sett ing the patter n for the years to come - - was receiving 
full coverage in the German press. We know of but one paper that led 
off the Vatican story on the Jews, Die Welt, whose headline read: 

· 1'The Church and t he 'Chosen People. 11
' 

. . -.-..-;-··----------- - ·---·- ···- ·----- ..... 
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French play of the story was similarly affected by the Ottaviani/ 
Frings conflict, which took pride of place in almost all the French 
press. The French have some of the most able commentators and jour
nalists at the Ecumenical Council, particularly Henri Fesquet of Le 
Monde, the oost influential paper in the country, and Abbe Laurentin 
of Le Figaro. The primary interest of both, however, is the basic 
struggle at the Council, with which they obviously feel themselves 
deeply involved. As good reporters they sent the story on deicide: 
but in a few paragraphs; their main interest was elsewhere. Other 
French papers also, for the most part treated the deicide story as a 
tag-end to the other · events at the Council.. One prominent exception, 
however, was a feature article which appeared in the afternoon paper 
Paris-Presse L '°Intransigeant, soll'.e days later. This described in a 
story running over several columns how presentation by Cardinal Bea's 
Secretariat on Christian Unity of the decree about Jews was a critical 
part of the larger struggle between the conservatives and liberals at 
the Council. 

Both Le Mende and Le Figa.ro gave significant attention to the press 
conference by Mr. Shuster ~he following Tuesday, devoting as much 
space to this as to their original stories about the decree. 

The Belgian press likewise gave the decree story second place using, 
as usual, French agency dispatches, but was somewhat more generous in 
its allocation of space, with .one paper putting the story at the bot
tom of the front page while the others had it in their foreign news 
sections. Insofar as we can t2l l at present there was no mention 
rr~de whatsoever in the leading Dutch papers (surprisingly so, since 
the largest single religious group in Holland are the Catholics) or 
in the Scandinavian press. We are having this checked by local 
correspondents. The latter, it should be pointed out, are paying 
but little attention to any aspects of the Council. This situation 
may well change \-lhen, in the next few weeks, the !I'.ain topic of the 
Ecumenical Council beco!i'.es not internal Catholic Church problems but, 
rather discussion of Ecumenism, involving Protestants as. "'211 as Cath
olics·. Attention to the Jewish decree might well come up in this con
text at this time. 

It should be pointed out that the distribution of the decree about Jews 
to th~ Council Fathers is but the beginning of the ?rocess whereby the 
Ecumenical Council will eventually ~~ke clear its st~nd about Jews. 
Discussion has already started and certainly there will be further 
consideration of this within the next fortnight, so one can expect 
further reactions. Should we find, as time passes, that there is 
not sufficient reaction in certain lands it might be well to try to 
stimulate discussion about this decree, which has useful relevance 
to the Christian attitude about Jews in Protestant as well as Catho
lic lands. 
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Sponsorea by: Commission on World Mission 
Lutherari·world Feaer~tion 

Geneva~ Switzerland 

CONSULTATION FINDINGS 

i. The Church~ Iarael 

The Church niay use the 'term .Israel theologically only iri the sense iri which it 
appears in the -Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments : in the first iristancej 
as an expression of GOd 1·s sovereign graca toward AbrshElill and his descendants, the · 
people of the .old covenent, to whom God revealed Hie will mnd promised Hie redemp
tion ·for the blessing of the nations; in. the second plece~ as an expressionfor 
the people of tne new covenant ·made up of ~ews and Gentiles in whichl> through the 
redempti«)n in Jest.is Christl> ·the Gentiles become fellow heirs of the prouifses. · Here 
we take up both the New Testsment assertions abo~t the true seed of Abraham-and the 
typological interpretations of Old Test.$111ent history as applied to the Church. 

... . 

Thus the Church testifiea that, by . the fulfilment· of the promises in Jesus the 
Messiah and by His acceptance by but e part of the Jewap a division hss· arisen 
which has placed the '"old" Israel· outside the ''Ne'<i." This di vis.ion "will be healed 
when "all Israel" (I(omans 11:26) recognizes Jesus of Nazareth as its Messiah.· 
Oilly then .will the mystery of the faithfulr.e~e of God toward His people be re
solved •. These who share in the inheritance must recognize a gre.teful responsi
biiity for the original heirs . It follows , therefore, that t~e Church will pray 
for the Jews daily, especially in its Sunday worship • 

. . . ~ . . . . . ,, . 

ThOse who · in faith through ~baptism· have· put on Chrht · J'esu8 are an Chris
tians, without. dist!nctionn whether 'they have their origin .. in the people of the 
old covenant or ani~>ng the Gent:U.es. Terms such as "P..ebrew Christian~" lUnd· ~he 
like, introduce unbiblical divisions into the Church. 

The gathering of Jews in the land of the pmtrisrchs may in God's rede~ptive 
purpose ·have sped.al importance. We live much too clOse to this development, 
however, to make a specific judgment about its reU.gi.ous signific~nce: Go?' s 
action in history we are unable to discern. 

II. 

~. 

M~ssion a~d DislogUe 

The Church is called by her Lord to be Hie body in the worldl> and to pro
claim the mighty works.of God to ell men (Acts 2: 11). Following th~ call 
of her Lord, the Church has the responsi bility of beseeching all men on 
behalf of Christ to be reconciled to God (II Corinthians 5:20). 

Because of this responsibilityp the Church also has the obligation to carry 
on organized mission activities tiirough which the mes.sage of r~conciliation 
is brough~ to men. 
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As ~ · member ·of the Body . . of ·:·cnr i stD every Christhn abo shares in the 
.";seiitness"of . the Church~ :"This . qu~lity. of "being .sentnapplies .. in every . 
area of. the Chrht ian Is .re 18t io_nsnip . to the world ~ . and he wu1 · witne&s-
w ith his ;wiio1e · life~ . in testifying~ to his '· faith (I Peter. 3: 15), -in ·us
tening to others, in seeking to understand 9 . arid in sharing the burdens of 
his· fellow man. · · 
• ' .: ~- • I • 

B. The witness to the Jewish people i~ inhe~ent · in q1.e ,content ·of the "Gospel, 
· and from the commlsslon· received from Christ 9 . ~be Head of the Church. 

i'he mission will . most effectively. refl~ct th~ glOry of Christ lri llis Gospel 
when ft is pursued in the normal activity of the. chi-istian congregation, 
wihic~·: re~lect~ itself in th~ ~hr~st~.:n ~witness .of the individual members. 

Where -Jewish communities Jn the : world cannot normally be reached by Chris
tian . congr.egations ~ miss i on ·organizations 1!,lUSt provi de for the proclamation 
of the Gospel to these peopl e ·.· 

C. It is a Christian responsibility to seek respectfully_ to understand both the 
Jewish people and their faith . 

Therefore responsible conversations between Christians and Jews are to be 
desired and welcomed. 

Suc-h conversations presuppose the existence of connnon ground on which 
·,_:· Christians and Jews may meetp as well as points of difference . 

The conversations may be carried on through organized institutes , or by 
individuals and groups. 

The · conver·sations do not assume an equating of the religions 9 nor do they -
require · that Christians abstain from making their witness as a · ·natural out
growth of-·the discus.sioos . Similarly Chr i s tians will listen gladly as Jews 
explain their insights of faith. 

III. .'.!'.!!.£ Church and Antisemitism 

Antisemitism is an estrangement of ·man from his fellowmen. As such it stems ?. 
from human prejudice and is a denial of the dign ity and equa lity of men. But anti
se~itism is primarily a denial of the image of God i n the J ew; it represents a 

. demonic for111- of rebellion against the God of Abrahmp lsaa ci) and Jacob; and a re
jection of Jesus the Jew, directed upon His people. "Christian" antisemitism is 
spiritual suicide . 

This phenomenon presents a unique question to the Christian Church» espe
cially ·in _ lig~t o~ the long terrible hi.story of Christian culpability for anti
~emitism. No Christian can exempt himself from involvement in this guilt. As 
Lutheran~, we confess our own peculiar guilt p and we lament with shame the re
sponsibility w~ich our Church and her people bear f or this sin. We c&n only ask 
God ' .s pardon and that of the . Jewish people . 

There is no ultimate defeat of antisemitism short of a return to the living 
God in the power of his grace and through the forgiveness of Jesus Christ our 
Lc?.rd. .At the same time, we must pledge ourselves to work in concert with others 
at practical meas"ures for overcoming pianifestat~o~s of this evil within a~ 
without the Church and for reconciling C~~f,stf~~s:' with Jews . 

f . : ~ . . . ' ' • f : 
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Toward this end 0 we urge the Lutheran World Federation and its member 
Churches: 

Page 3 

1. To examine their publications for possible antisemitic references. and to 
remove and oppose false generalizations about Jews. Especially reprehensible 
are the notions that Jewsp rather than all mankind 0 are responsible for the 
death of Jesus the Christp and that God has for this reason rejected His 
covenant people. Such examination and reformation must also be directed to 
pastoral practice and preaching references. This is our simple duty urider 
the coiiimandment common to Jews and Christians : ''Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor." 

2. To oppose and work to prevent all national and international manifestations 
of antisemitism, and in all our work acknowledge our gTeat debt of gratitude 
to those Jewish people who have been instruments of the Holy Spirit in giving 
us the Old and New Testmnents and in bringing into the world Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

3 . To call upon our congregations and people to know and to love their Jewish 
neighbors as themselves; -to fight against discrimination or persecution of 
Jews in their communities; to develop mutual understanding; and to make 
common cause with the Jewish people in matters of spiritual and social con
cern, especially in fostering human rights. 

IV. ,!!!! gf! of the Lutheran Church.!£ Israel 

A. Church Organization and Related Questions. 

1. To the sending Churches and sponsoring bodies of the Lutheran groups 
presently in ISrael, -that they encourage the latter to confer with one 
another concerning their common responsibilitiesp and to discuss the 
question of establishing an indigenous united Lutheran Church in Israel; 

2. To these groups in Israelu (a) that they invite all Lutheran bodies in 
Israel to participate in these discussionsp (b) that they bear in mind 
also the respopsibility of work~ng with other Protestant groups in 
Israel tow~rd strengthening their common witness; 

3. To the Lutheran World Federationp that it hold itself in readiness to 
send a representativep if requestedu to psrticipate in such discussions 
among the Lutheran groups. 

B. Ecumenical Study Center. 

It is reconunended that the.Lutheran World Federation endorse and seek 
participation in the plans being made under the auspices of the World 
Council of Churches for the establishment of an ecumenical study center 
at Jerusalem in relation to the Swedish Theological Institute, it being 
n~ted that it is envisioned that there will be an ~pportunity to con
tribute both Lutheran personnel and financial support (professors' 
salaries, scholarships and fellowships» etc . ) to the project. 

C. In view of the large number of LUtherans to be found among tourists. 
students and other visitors in Israel (e.g. volunteer workers in the 
kibbutzim), as well as diplomatic personnel, it is recommended that 
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sf:eps' -be .taken to Sllt'~ange the establishment of 8 Lutheran "tourist . 
chaplaincy" in Israel ~ .Such.a ' chaplain.should have a command of Eng
Ush, Germarip and. a .. Scsiid.inavian· language» . and also be expected to 
learn Hebrew." We ask that this recotDm.erid~tion be forwarded to the 
LWF Executive Committee. 
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D. it .. is . recommended that 'the 'nepartment of World .Service of the Luther.an 
World 'Federationp in consuitation with . the . Luther.mn groups working in, ... 
Isrcael, - be asked (1) to inyestigate 'whether 'one or 'inore Christian serv
ice projects under I.utheran ' sp0ns~rs~ip .wo~ldbe mpp~opriate and welcome 
in _I~rael; ( 2) to communicate its · findings to the .iWF member Churches . 

E. The consultat.ion would like to ~.report tha~ the .needs ~nd difficulties of 
the- Christians in lsrael~ especial l y. those of Jewish origin, have been 
discussedp and it wishes to express its solidarlty with_ them. 

V. Continuation -2!: ~ Work of this Consultmticn 

It was resolved : 

1. That the LWF Commission on World Mission be requested to take steps £.or 
the fprmation of a representative body that would assume continuing re-... 
sponsib~lity for dealing with the concerns of tnis consultation, includ
ing the following : (a) The Theology of the Relations of Christianity to 
JudaiSm;· (b) Questions of mi ssionp dial ogue and service; (c) Questions 
of inter-group relations. · 

2 . That tne Commission on World. Mission be requested to charge the body to 
be ' formed to deal specifically with ~he uncompleted theological work of 
this consultation. 

For further information: 
_Dr. Philip A • .Johnson . 
Vice-chairman of Consul tation 
National Lutheran Council 
50 Madison Avenue 
New York, ·New Y~r~ 10010 
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STATE.~ FOR AUDIENCE WITH HIS HOLINESS, POPE PAUL YI . nv.J;, 
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~ ~e~ b91iev~ t~at we P~preeeat ~he views 9£ the Jewish p~ople all. J tAt 

$~~ .... ~jl . ·'~ ('.. l'-~ l -~:n,..er ta~rld<H7~·f~r~sZs o.ur g~atificatio)'.l~~the trevavrd·•e} fl 
.l t~ 'Cl..v introduction of the Declaration oF the Catholic Church ~~Jews at the 

second session of the Ecumenical Council. This proposed Declaration, _ 
-~~~ s:I=-- .. &..-J 

as reported, attempts to rectify an historic wrong and mie~s' which v 

has plagued.the relationship between the Catholic and the Jewish peoples 

throughout the centuries. We regard !C of decisive illl:~ortance~ the 

clarification in the proposed Declaration which removes from the Jews 

the charge of collective responsibility for the crucifixion. This 

... . ~- deic_ide charge has imposed a tragic burden upon the Jewish people 
- - --- . - j-.. :~ . !'! 

. throughout the ages and we are indeed a fortunate generation to be 
.. -·. . ~ ~ ~ :' · 1 

: ·.-witnessing in our: time the lifting of this unjust indictment, by a 
. ~ ,. 

: ~:.great md ::rar-visioned Catholic leadership. - . '. ~ . . 
·' 

I:• 

' 
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As J ·3ws we look forward to the next session of the Ecumenical 
~ 1 
...t . • 

~o~ncil ttr'condemn solemnly this distorted conception which. has 
t )'\. . • ' ~ l . I 

; . : ). - . . . ;~ 

i.'':;'~.ul ted :;~ animo~i ty toward the Jewish people and Judaism. ; It is J 
- - t .'! I f 

hearteni~~ that there has developed in recent years a growi~~ Catho1ic , . 
. i . 

Jewish cooperation in mB.DY countries including our own, the United ' 
I • 
I .. 

. I . 
I States 0£ America. 

' ~·· 
The formal adoption of the proposed Declaration 
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.. . ,. 
. . : :: -will immeasurably·; strengthen and advance this cooperation ~·d we, on 

. : . 
our part ~· :as in the past, will do everything possible to contribute 

;i ~ 

to this d~velopme~t. .As a means of .turthering signi!icant1i the 
' j . 

rea~ization of this goal, the American Jewish Committee takes pleasure 
' r:-- ' . ... , 

in . prese~ting to - our Holiness its plan to establish in Rom~· the I· 
:. ::; : fclu~ . 

. Leonard M~ Sper Center for Intergroup Rela~iotts at the Internation~l 
r , . . 

unitersi:~..: of Soc-1.al Studies, Pro Deoo : : . -~· i : - ! l j . 
:... • ::< : : I l • I • 

-~- ' 

~ ... . 
: . 

• ~ .. ! ... 

._ .. -.. 

' . 
1 

; . ' .. ! 

i 

~ . -
- ' • 

~ - ....... , -

. . : i 

' . 
- - i . i .. ~ ; : I i I 

: :~~ ~ : ' : J 
{; ~ ~: ~ 
::. ~ .. l ' 

I 
I I 

I 

I . 

I 

l · 
~--·-r-~ , 

,.. .. .. 

' "". 

. ~ . 



-

I I 
"i --, 

i . 
~- .. 

2 -

I 

al~eady expressed his views on the proposed 
l 

Declaration regarding the :Jews and we believe that this document 

. will soon be_come a living reality. We are here in the hope that 
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Deo.r John, 

Zach and I plan to call you toda,yto report on 
the aituetion here. 

The pt.irpose of this note is to tell you that 
he attd I had dinner last night with. the Bishop 
of Guernevaca; MexiCOJ Cardinal SUenens'* Vicar 
General/ Cha.t'les Lagasse; and Abbe Francois 
Houtart of Br11ssels (a friend frcnp. 4me Marquette 
Univ. Sister Fol'!p.ation Conference who arranged 
our •eeting). 

It is clear that lp.Ost of the Bishops want to 
rectify the deicide charge and 44 have asked to -
make interventions beginning probably this Frid~ 
or next Monday in which they will propose that 
the Counci1 do so: ~ere is, however; JilllCh confu.aion 
over the conversion question, At our .dinnerJJeeting 
we seeip to have developed an approach that appealed 
to the ~exiccn bisb.tp and Suen ens' vicar general: 
They asked •e to fonnulate so~ething for them· which 
I did in the enclosed statement. The Mexican bi.shop 
said he wou1d use it 1il his intervention of the Jewe; 
Lagasse and Houtart said they wou1d S 'Sk SUenens to 
do tbe aaae, We should lmow shortly whether they 
will. If there is a poai~ive reaction froJJ SU.enens, 
Zach and I may- try to get other biahda;ps to use this 
approach. If it apJ>ears that this 11111 interfere with 
strong action on deicide, we sill.JI ease up on thia. 

Waim regards. Cordially 

r.iarc a~ 1lanenbaum 

MEDITERRANEO 0 ATLANTICO • MASSIMO D'AZEGLIO • S.GIORGIO • NORD 



THE FCLLQWING ~ AN .UNOFFiCIAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION CF THE 

R.SPCR.T GIV8N BY. AUGUSTIN CARDINAL BEA, PR3SIDENT CF T.H~ 

SECRET ARiA T F~R FROi'tOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY, ON S.i!:FTEMBE:R 2.5 

AS HE INTP.ODUC2D IN THE COUNCIL CH/.: .. MBER TH.~ DECLARATION 

CONC:i3:RNING THE J EWS AN:J CC·NCillRNING NON -CHRISTIANS. 

Venerable Fathers: 

L ln speaking on the schema .of the D:eclaration, " ·J ews and Non-
. ~hristians", I can only beg~n _ with the fact that this Declaration certainly 

\''·-=-'-·must be counted ~mong ~e matters in which public opinio.n has shown the 
greatest concern. Scarcely any other schema has been .written up _so much· 
?nd so widely in periodicals; VVhatever the reasons for this interest and . 
whatever judgment may be given concerning its value, the very fact of the 
concern sh~ws clearly that precisely in thi~ matter public opinion ha~ turned 

· ·.r. its eyes toward the Church ·and ~any \lli'ill·'judge the Council good .or bad by 
its approval or <lisapproval of the Declaration ~ • 

-
~ - .. 

Certainly this is not the only or even the principal reason. why 
ijle Declaration is necessary. Ip the first place it is required by the Church's 
fidelity in' following th~ example of Christ and tJ?.e Apostles in their love for 
this people,· Nonetheless; on-the other hand, these external reasons musf 
not be neglected. They niake it entirely evident that lt is quite impossibl~ 

{
.'to do what some of the Fathers have asked, namely, remove the ·question 

.,,,...- complet~ly from the .. agenda; . . -

Our Secretariat has examined seriously the reasons proposed by 
these. Fathers and has made every effort tQ revise the text of the Declaration 
in accordance with the :proposals made thus far by the Fathers of the Council. 
In addition,. the members of the Commission for the Coordination of the Work · 
of the Council know that it was necessary to sp~nd ·a great deal of time on 
this brief text. · 

2. The revision was done in this way. · First of all, in accord with 
the proposals expressed in the hall during the se·cond session of the Council, 
the brief introduction, .wttj.ch. was ii.ven at the beginning of the chapter in the 
earlier version, ·has been . enlarged and made the second part of the. Declaration. 
Thus the schema now consists of two parts, almost equai in length, one coI)
cernl.ng the Jews, the other concerning non-Christians . . · 

. . . 
3~ With regard. to. the first part concerning the Jews , the text was 

arranged fo a som~what h~tter o.rder, so that the progress of ideas is· better 
expressed.- :.Similariy~ _some .new ideas :were added, principally two texts 
fr.om the Epi;tle to the Romans, on the prerogatl.ves .of the chosen people· 
(9:4) and oh the Christian.hope for the. final gatheri~g together of this people 
with the chosen pe·o.ple of the New Te'stament, that is,' the Church ( 11':25). 

• 

'7 
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~. The central point on which major chat:iges were ·intro.duced is the 
question of 11 deicide", as it is called, It should be noted that the qu~stion 
has be.en very fully discussed in the pe'riodicals. but that this was done .with-

·/ out any cooperation or i.ntervention 9f the Seci:etariat·. The principal 

1 elements of the question sho'Uld therefore be indicated to you: whether and·· -
. \ in°. wh~t mariner the condemnation. and death of Christ the Lord are fo be 
I attributed to the c1:1lpability of the Jewish.people as such 

Many Jews today assert that the belief in a culpa.bHity of the Jewish 
people as such is the principal basis of anti-Semitism, as it is called; and 
thus the sour::e' of the many evils and persecutions. to which the Jc..;,s have been 
subjected through the centuries. This ass.::rtion docs not sta11d up in any way. 
In the report clrc:i.dy given last year on _the schema I stated clearly in tms -
hall: 11 Do we not lmow V€"fY well that ~ere are many reasons for anti-Semitism 

_.which are not of the r(;!ligious order but are political-national, O.t' pcychologi- · 
cal or social or economic ?11 

-~·::· .· 

Nevertheless ~here are many historical iristances from var_ious 
natiQns which cannot be denied: In' these instances, this belief concerning 
~~ty of the Jewisb people as such has led Cnrisflans to .conSicter 
and to call_the_J_e.w..s_with_whom. th~ lived a 11 de1c1de

11 

pe.ople, r-eprnb·a:ted 
_end ·cursed bY. "God, and therefore to look d0\11/Il upon them a·nd indeed to 
·persecute t.ne.m:.._For this reason, th~ Jews of today are trying in every way 
'to have tl~e Council publicly and solemnly pronounce the contrary, namely, 
that the death of. the Lord i~ in no way to be attributed to the Jewish people 
as such. Now the question may be put this way: Is a declaration to this · 
effect on the part of the Council possible? If it is possible, how is it to be 
made and what should its tenor be? 

As is evident, there is no question here, nor can there be any 
..'....question, of denying a single point of doctrine found in the Gospel_s ~ .Rather 

the. question is: Certainly the leaders of the Jewish Sanhedrin, even if not 
democraticaUy chosen by the people·, were considered and are to be con
sidered as the lawful authority of the people, in ·accord with the mentality 
of the t:imes and of Sacred Scriptur¢ itself. The gravity and tragedy of 
what this. authority did, in regard to the condemnation and death of Christ 
the Lord comes from the fact that it was the lawful authority. 

' 

But we m ust ask what is the gravity of this act? .The leaders of the 

\
people in Jerl;lsalem did. not fully understand the divinity of Christ in such 
a way that they could be formally called deicides. On the cross. the Lord 

!prayed to his Father and. said: "Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do" (Luke .23: 34). This manner of speech is -not an empty 
formula--sureiy a false ~upposition-.:.. it certainly means that the Jews did 
not fully understand their crime. St. Pet~r also, speaking to the Jewish 
people about the Lord's crucifixion, said: "I know·that you acted through 
ignorance, as did your leaders .•• " (Acts 3:17). Thus St. Peter in some 
way excuses the leaders as well, · And St. Paul speaks in simiiar fashion 
in Acts 13: 27. 

Besides, wh~tever we may say of the knowledge of the leaders in 

l Jerusalem~ the whole Jewish people of that time _as such never can be charged 
with what was done by the l eaders in Jerusalem to bring about the death of 
Christ. · · · · · 
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It is a statistical fact that in Apostolic .times the Jewish diaspora in the Roman 
Empire numbered about 4. 500 1 000. Are all these to be accused b"f the deeds 
done by the ~embers of the Sanhed~ on that sad ·Friday?. · . . • 

And even if we granted, which we do not, that those acts could be 
"attributed to the whole people of that time as such, by what right may they be 
qlame~ on the Jewish people of today? We may never, · in any case, attach . 
b~ame to any people for deeds of its ancestors or leaders of nineteen centuries 
past. 

;;.....--

5. Cur Secretariat has tried to take into account these conditions. 
On the one h<::nd, the guilt of those who decreed the c~ucifixion of Christ the 
Lord should be asserted in accord with the Gospel accounts themselves. On' 

[ 
the other hand, 'the guilt should not be ascribed to the people as such, much 
less to the people of today.. · ·. 

' . . . . . 

In this connection, h_owever, it is· of no help to point out that Christ 
the Lord d:i.ed for all men. This fact does not mean that guilt for the Lord's 

- qeath in the historic order--which alone is at issue-- is to be transferred to 
all men or that all men in the historic order were the effective cause of the 
Lord's death. At the same time .the Jewish people as such,. - both of the time 
of Chris.t and, even more, of o"ur time-- shquld never be accq.sed of guilt 
which is not theirs. I therefore ask that this problem and its several parts . 
be considered in judging· this section of the Declaration. . 1.._ 

Bec·ause of the diffic.:ilty of the question, it will be understood 
that one formula after anothe,r has been tried in order to satisfy the desires 
and the difficulties proposed by the Fathers, Thus many consultations have 
been undertaken which, as many of you realize,~y~_ become known even 
eybliciy, l_do not know in what way. In view of th.is, both the Fathers of 
t,he Courrcil ·and·· others, including non-Catholics. and non.-Christians, have 
respectfully requested that the issue of 11 deicide" be somehow treated in 
the Declaration. · · 

It would take too long t.o mention these discussions individually. . 
It is enough to indicate the. way in which the text in your hands has come about. 
?ut one point may be added. These discussions ha~e consumed a long period . 
of time. It was therefore not permitted to submit this· part of the Declaration 
to th_e me·moers. of the Secretariat ·for their ·examination. Since the Secretariat 
hacl completed all other. matters at its meeting last March, it did not seem 
that the members should_be ca~ed to Rome again to examine this part only. 
It now remains only to submit the schema for your examination and discussion, . 
Venerab.le Fathers, As you see , it is a question of great importance, at the 
same time extremely difficult. 

6. i?omething must now be said about the second part of the Declaration, 
which deais with our relationship to non-Christian religions. As I stated 
already, in the general di$cussion of the schema on Ecumenism .last year, 
many Wish a fuller treatment of our relationship toward the followers of non
Christian religious; some Fathers. also asked that explicit menti.on be made of · 
Mohammedans. · · 
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Everyone _appreciates the significance ·of this question in the _ . 
circumstances of today, when representatives of various non - Christian religions 
on occasion seek contacts with the Cathollc Church and when all religions are 
today surrounded by _cqncrete evidences "of irreligion and also by the pr.oponents ·. 

· of theoretical atheism. 

Vv'hen our Sec retariat first dealt with this topic--, in fact until last 
May-- there was no other Commission or Secretariat to unqertake it. (The 
Secretariat for non-Christian Religions was not established until around the 
feast of Pentecost this year.) Thus there was nothing for our Secretariat to do 
but take charge of the question. · 

With the assistance of some experts of the Council we attempted to 
work out a first schema. After examining this schema, the Co-ordinating 

-Commission, in a letter dated April 18, decreed that three ideas in particular 
sh9uld be expressed: that God is the Father of all men and that they ar~ His . 
children; that all men are brothers; and that therefore every kind of dis 
crimination, for:ce and persecution on the basis of nationality or race is to be 
condemned. The Secretariat tried .to follow _this decision to the best of its 

· ability. 

In the development of the schema explicit mention of the Mohammedans 
was made as had been the desfre of ·many Fathers. On this matter we may say 

\

that the text has been praised by experts, specially by the Dominican fustitute 
for Oriental Studies in Cairo and ·by the White Fathers of the Pontifical · 
Institute of Oriental Studies. in Tunisia. . · · 

Since all the other matters to be treated ·by the Secretariat 
had been completed by the beginning of March, it was not permitted to sub

. mit this part of the Decl aration to the judgment of the members of the 
Sec_retariat, but this may now be done, Ve~erable Fathers, after you have 
expressed your views on the schema • . 

7 . Before I conclude, a · word may be added about the relation of this 
Declaration to the schema on Ecumenism. As you r~call from the debate 
here last year, the inclusion of this ·material in the schema on Ecumenism 

ll
~as unsatisfactory to many Fathers. This i s easily understood from the 
fact that Ecumenism in a strict .sense · means activity to promote the unity of 

· Christians. Nevertheless, because a profound and special relationship 
between the chosen people of the New Covenant, that is, the Church, ·and · 
the chosen people of the Old Covenant is common to all Christians, clearly 
there· is a bond between the ecumenical movement and the question treated· 
in this Declaration. But the bond between Christians and the J ewish people 
is not so close as the relations among Christians. T~e question of O];lr 

relationship to the Jews therefore is not dealt with in a ·chapter of the 
schepia on Ecumenism, but · separately in a Declaration, which. is instead · 
added rather, and this only externally, to the schema on Ecumenism. _In 
this fashion perhaps all rpay be satisfied the more easily because t~e question 

..--- ·of the loc~tion of the topic is not of major importance. 
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In conclusion I may speak of the nature and significance of the 
questions treated in this brief schema. T_hey are matters of the greatest 
im ortance for the Church and for the world today~ So far as the r elation.ship 
to non-Christians is concerned, ifs. impor ance is evident from the fact that 
the topic is dealt with 'for the first time'"In the history of the C.Qurch hy any 
~ouncil and also from the Hal See~s establishment of a -special agency to 
foster re ations wi non-Christian religions. The same fac is an£fy 

clear in the program ol tffi:e~SIAM SUAM of the Supreme 
Pontiff, who speaks there of non- Christians ru::id of the dialogue with them. 

, Let us reflect, moreover, that this is a questio_n of the relation of Ca:thqlics 

\ 

to hundreds of·millions of men, of our love for them, of our fraternal • 
assistance and cooperation with them. · · . . 

So far as the Jewish people are concerned, it is necessary. to 
say, again and ag?in, that we do not treat here any political question whatever, 
but a purely religious question . l.rve do not speak here of Zionism or of the · 
po~itical State of Israel, but of th~followers of the Mosaic religion, wherever 

( 

they live throughout the world. Nor is it a matter of heaping honors and · 
· prai.se ~pon ~e. Jewish people, of extolling them above other nations, . or of 

'. attributing pr1v1leges to them; . · . . _ 

Some feel that the schema is drawn up so that it does not mention 
all th~ severe things- -and they are 11ot few·-·- which Christ the Lord said to 

.s- the · J·ew:? or about them, and that it forgest w~ blessings· of God this p~ople 
lost becanse of its unbelief. Tperefore, it is saia, the schema does not 
provide a sufficiently balariced picture of the real situation of this people. 
If this· i~ the vi~w of many of the Fathers, e vidently we must again subject 
the question to thor ough examination. · 

N~netllless it may be stated now that in no · sense. is it the aim of 
r- the Declaration to offer a picture of the Jewis~ people complete and absolute 

in all its parts . Otherwise ho\v much would have to be said, how many 
- doctrinal and historical testimonies brought forth. Certainly the Lord Jesus 

·himself· spoke with the greatest severity of this people ~d to this people, as 
we know, for example, from the Gospel of St. Matthew, but he did all this 

- ~iut of love, to s119w them that the hour was at hand, that '.' They might know 
the' time ofthe_iJ'vis_itation" (cf.Luke 19:44), and acc ept the .graces offered· 

r 
them, and so be saved. St. Paul also wrote of the Jews to the Thessalonians: 
11 They killed th~ Lord Jesus and the pr.ophet s and have persecuted us. _ 
They are. displeasing·to God, and are hostile to all men, because they hinder 
us from speaking to the Gentiles that they may be saved. Thus they are 
always filling up the measure of their sins" p Thess. 2:15 ff. ) But the same 
Apostle on the other hand aff.&.(:ap !' I speak the truth in Christ .•• I have great 

, sadness and conti.rluous sorrow in my heart. For I could wish to be anathema 
myself fro·m Christ for the· sake of my brethren •• ~"- (Rom. 9·:1-3) ' 

. . 
This is the purpose and th~ scope of the Declaration, that the 

Church may imitate Christ and be Apostles in this love and m9-y"be renewed . 
by this imitation, reflecting on the way God has worked his salvation, reflect
. ing on the blessings conferred on the Church through this people·. . . . . 
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·when there is question of ~he_ cond"8mnation and death of the Lord 
·in Jerusalem throug~ the deeds of the ~·2aders· of ·the Jews,_ it is ag<:>.in for us 
to imitate the love of Christ the Lord on the cross, when. he prc>.yed to the. 
Father for· th::m and e~cused ~-::is persecutordn these words: "They b1ow not 

·what they do11
; it is for us to imitat-e the lov·e of the ·Frince of the Apo::;tle::; and 

the Apostle of the ·Gentiles, If. th-e Lord, v:rhile ~-fa suffored persecution, ,acted 
thus towa;.~d ~ii3 persecutcirsi how m.uch more must we foster love for the' 
Jewish !)eople of today, y1h6 have · no g~ilt . i;i. this matter . 

7lhile.the.Church, then;. is eager ~or her ·o.wn renewai in the 
Council arid, according fo th~ . fam.ous expre:::;sioh of the ·supr;me Fontiff, 

· J:ohn ZXIII, tries to renew l1erself in the gr2at~r fe1~vor of her youth, it 
seems that our hands must turn to this issu~, that the Church may· 2.lso be 

r 
ren·ewed in .it, This rem:Jvral is of such importance that we m."4st pay th2 . 
price of acc8btini;r the dai1ger that SO!"D2 me.y parb2.pS !nlSllSe this Declaration 
f.or political' ur oses, For there 'is question here · of our obli. ations ta truth 

· §_;nd to justice,. of our duty of gratib1 .e o '...:·o , of our duty to imitde f2.it -
f.illl;¥ aod mO'lt cJos..,ly ·2hrist the Lord ~-Iin:.iself and Hs~ and . 
I3:ul. In do.ing thiG the Church an.d _this Council cannot in any 'Nay permi-t-
the c.onsideratiori of any political ::!.Uthority or politic2.l ~zaso.n. 

'· 

.. / 



J·/,_ .. v .... ·. 

.. 

~, ., 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE T:EXT o::i:o~ TIC AJ.YD?.:;}$3 MA.DE BY RICHAil.D CARDrnAL 

CUSRIUG Ol<' BOS'?Cli" I F 'l':till COUNCIL HALL ON r:iI'.:P7JIMBER 28 -REGli..,ff.DING THE 

COUNCIL'S PROPOSED STATEM.::l:NT ON JEWS ANll NOI\l'- CIIBISTIANS. 

Venerable Fathers and Brothers: 

The Doclaratior, on the Jews and. non-Christians is acceptable 
in general. Through this Ecumenical Council tha Church must manifest 
to the whole world and to all men e. conc0:rn which is genuine, an ·esteem 
all embracing, a sincer0 charity - in a wo1'di it must show forth Christ. 
And in ·this schema "De Oecu.11enismo9 " with its declarations on Religious 
Liberty and on the Jews and ·non-Christians, in a certain sens0 it does 
just that. · 

J·ews. 
I wouid propC8? 9 however, :thre-~ ai~e;1dment~9 specif~cally ·on the 

:Pirs-t: vie rr.ust mako our statc;ment about the Jews more positive, 
· less ·timid, ·. more charitable. Our text ~-r.:i11· illustra:t;es the priceless 
J)atrimon,y which the new Israel has r eceived. fro;n the l'aw a..'1d the prophets. 

· An<i it is vrell illustrated what the Jews and Ch:-istians shar0 in common. 
But surely we ought indicate the fact that v!::i sons of Abraha.'!1 according 
tc the Spirit must show· a special esteem an.d pai-ticula.r love for t he sons 
of Abrahaw according to flesh because·of this common patrimony. As sons 
cf Ada..'ll, they are our brothers; as sons .of .Abraham, th0y are the bl"ood 
brothers of Chrj_st. The fpu:-t-h paragraph of, this Declaration should 
manifest i;hie ancl our obligaticn cf spacial 0stee_m9 as. a conclusion. which 
logical2.y flows· from the first section. 

Secondly: 011. ·the culpabili t;y of .the- Jews for the deat)l of oux ·z 
Savior. As· ··,m read in Sacred Scripture, the rejection of the Messiah by 
his o'wn people is ~ mystery; a mystc:r.1 which indeed is for "our instruction, 
not for our exel tat"hl11. T".C.e parcb~ea am:. prophecies of° our Lord teach us 
this.·· We ca.."lnot judge the leaders of ancio.nt Israel - God alone is their 
judge. And most certainly we cannot dare to attribute to later generations 
of· Jews the guilt of th~ cru,cifi:rion of tho Lord Jesus or the death of the 
S_avio·r of th~ world.,. oxcopt in the sense of the universal guilt in which 
·all of us men share. 1-iG know and WG bcliGvc that Christ died f:reely 5 that 
He died for all 'men and because cf the sins of all _;;-.on, Jews. and Gentiles. 

Therefore~ in this Declaratio:r:, in clear ar.d evident words, we 
must deny that the Jews arc guilty of the death of our Savior, except -~ 
insofar as .all men have sinned and on that ::ccount crucif:..:;)d. Him and indeed 

.
[~ still crucify Him. And especially we r.n:st ccnd.cmn ·a.r..y who would attempt to 

justify ineq_ui ties, hatred, or even persecution of tho Jews ,as Ch:ristiiln 
actions. · 

All of us have seen the evil fruit of this kind of false reasoning. 
( In this august assembly, in this solGmn moment, WB must cry out: Tb.e:rc is . 
f -no Christia..1'1 rationale - noi ther theological nor historical - for any 

inequity, hatred or persecution of' our Jewish brothers. Great is the hope, 
, both among Catholics,and amo5g our separated Ch=istian brothers, as wall as 

among our J owish friends in tho New World, that this. Sacred Synod will ·malce, 
such a fitting declaration. · · 

Thi:rdly and finally~ I ask, Venerable Brothers, whether we ought 
not to confess humbly be:fore the worl d thct Cnrist.ians too frequently have 
pot sho1m themselves as true Christians 9 as fe.i thf'ul to · Christ, in their 

·' relations with their Jcffish brothers? ·In t.his our ago, how many have suf
~--fcred! Row many have died bcca;isc of the indifforcncc .cf Christians, because 

of sil0nce l There is no need to enilln:::rato . the crimes conmii ttcd in our own 
..tine. If not r,,a:ny Christia,n Yoices wc:!'O· lifted in recent years against the 
~cat injusticec 9 yet let our voices h1.21;ibly cry out now • 

. / 
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:repudiate fhe Machi?-vellian spirit by which we would deman~ justice 
'for ourselves alone. We, as Fathers 0f the Council, must seek: · 
justice for all men according to the necessities cf situation and 
time. Ou.r time and. our situation no~1 demand this repudiation and 
reprobati9n. Precisely because this was in the earlier document 
d9es it$ omission here seem a refusal of the justice we must 
render to the J~ws. 

2~ My secqnd emendation~ - in paragraph 32 after line 32 
should. ·be inserted "Not all the Jews of the time of Ch.J:ist are to 
ibe blamed for the death of Christ." 

Obviously, many of the Jews of the time of Christ, 
especially in the Diaspora, never heard of Him; nor could they 
have consented to His death. It ·is as absurd to accuse all the 
Jews of th8 tiras of Cr~ist of His death as it would be to blame 
all the Romans of that time for Eis death because the Roman Pilate 
delivered Him up and Roraan soldi·ers nailed Him to the Cross. 

3. The third .a.nd final cm·.:mdation I make in my c"m name. 
To paragraph 33, lin9 2 there should b~ added an expression qf our 
oschatological hope that all men of every race ari.d people, Jews 
and Gentiles, will -oe gathered togeth3:r with ·aod, as $t". ·.Paul wrote 
( I Timothy 2,4), "It is the will of God. that all men ·should. be 
saved. and come to the knowledge of the truth. 11 Thus a,lso we will 
apply in t~is context the beautiful words of the Constitution on 
the Church, chapter 1 9 parag!'aph 2, lines 10-15, "Bi.:.t at that 
time, as WC read in the hol;,,- Fathers, all the just from the -time 
of Adam 1 from Abel the just even to the last of the elect' will be 
gathered together with the Father in the u._11iversal church." 

- Fine 
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COICILIO ECUMENICO YATICANO. II 
September ?.8 , 1964. 

UFFICIO STAMP4 

Session No. 3 

~ws BBLLETIN NO . 10 

General Congregation No . • A:. <:; 

The 89th Ge~~~~y.tion of the · II Ecumenical Vatican 
Counct!=op.e'flea='On ~fil'.: ._morffi"n~ptember 28 , 1~64. The Votive 
Mass of the Holy Spirit ~~'ei5r~~'the1fost Rev . Frantisek 
Tomasek, · Titular Bishop of Bu to, from Czechoslovakia.. 'l'he Gospel 

· Book was enthroned after the Mas3 by Bishop Emilio Sosa Gaun a, of 
Sergenz~, Paraguay. The work of. the session w~s under the direction 
of Cardinal Gregory Peter Agagianian~ 

Archbishop Fe.lice explained the procedure to be· follnwed in the 
voting tomorrow on the details of the establishment of a permanent 
diaconate, if the voting today approves the principle of this ras~nr
a tion . He also annnunced that, at the request of the 'fheolngical 
Com.~ission, the Moderators had agreed to replace the one vote sched
uled for Wednesday on Chapter 3 De Eoclesia with two votes on mmstinct. 
·perts nf the text . The r eason i& that these ":wo parts ar.e clearly 
distin~ished , . the one from the nther, and it is honed that this 
procedure will lighte·n the burden of the Theological Commission in 
the fi nal drafting of the text to come after the.vote . In answer to 
a further questi0n , the General Secretary a n nounced also the.t no · one 
was -empowered to vnte thr0ugh another , but that a.very vote, as de
manded by the lhlles of' Pro.c.~.d~re of t · he Cl')uncil, must ba personal. 

During today's session, six further votes were ·- taken on Chapter 
© De Ecclesia. These were : 

Vote 31. . D·eals_ with the Bi3hops 1 power to govern, as : ."fncluding 
the sacred right before God to make laws for their subjec.t~, pas_s 
judgment, and direct everything which pertains to the oi>gan{zation of 
worshi'p and the apostolate. -- Votes cast, 2 , 176 ; P~acet , 2,088; Non 
placet, 86; Nul l , 2, · 

( Vote 32. Takes up the ~ishop~ ' obllgation to· i mitate the Good 

LShepherd, mindful of'tbelr own weakaess , and of their obligation to 
evangelize •. ; The text also sp e a.ks of the duty o'f the faithful to· be 
united with thelr Bish0p as the Church is to Christ . -- Votes cast , 
2,169; Ple6et, 2ii55 ~ Non placet, 14; ' . . 

Vote 33 . .Treats of priests i,n their r e lationship to Chri st, to . 
the Bisho~s, to fellow~pri. e.sts and "the Christian people . Votes cast, 

.. 2, 164; Placet, 2, 125 ;_ Non ·placet, 38; Null , 1. 
... . . . . 

Vote 34 ~ Discusses the fraternal union arnong 'priests , their 
obligation of· fatherly service and the 9bl1i;ation of the ·priest to 
pro mote unity. -- Votes cast, 2,168; Placet, · 2,157; Non placet, 11 . 

Vnte 35, Discus~es the place pf ~eacons in . the Church~ their 
sacramental grace , and their service of· priests,. Votes east; 2,152; 
Nlacet! . 2 , 055, Non placet, 94, N~ll, 3~ · · 

Vote 35! · Propos·es the restnratinn oi' ·a ·permanent diaconate in 
the Church. Votes cast, 2 , 148; Placet, l,.l\03; Non placet, 242; Null, 3. 

segue •••.. 
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Having secured the signatures of at lsast 70 nther Cnuncil 
Fathers, the following prelates were author~ z_ed to continue the 
discussinn on religious liberty: -

: ~, 'tc: 1&1'~Jt~ri<i:i:.7A:_-.~~'2l..3.' 

1 . Archbishop John c. Heenan of Westminster, England; 
2. Bishop Adrian ~eungu, of Masaka, Uganda; 
3. Bishop John Wright of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania ; 
4. Archbishop Jean-Baptiste Zoa, of Yaounde, Cameroons~ 

The following paragraphs · repreeent the substance of their remarks! 
\~~~e.i.r.r..1 
\~ 1. The 16th century saw a bitter battle between Protestants and 

Catholics in England. Religious liberty was s 0 on banis~ed and the 
number of martyrs was evidence of the ferocity of the persecution. In .· 
all hones ty, it mus t be admitted that when a Catholic Queen occupieo 
the throne, Protestants suffered a similar fate. By the end of the 
century, Protestantism had triumphed and the Church of the early 
centuries had almost ceased to exist. Great Britain can in no sense 
be described as Catholic today . The Chur ch of England is the es 
tablished Churhh, and the Queen is its head. The general mentality .. 
of the country is Christian in the sense that babies are usually ba~kl 
tized, couples generally prefer to be married in the Church and al- ~· · 
most all· .are given Christian burial. It is true that many profes~ ·:· .. 
no religion . -- Nevertheless, religion is honored both publicly e.nd '.J·41.·· ·l 
private. The Church makes oubs.tantial contributions for Church scho · :..s ~ 
and pays full salaries to all teachers , .whether · they be lay' or relig_o?{ls.\ 
Ca tholic schools ar e r,ranted the same righ¥.> as the. Church of Eng-· : ' 
larid schools. Every,.,ne recogniz es that l!brty and equ?-li ty of· treat- · ·~ \ 
rnent fo.r all is the 0nly way to propo3e pea!'leful civic relationshi ps - - : ·· . 
Ww praise and unreservedly aporove this declaratic-n '?n r e ligi. ous 
freedom . Because the woIDld is small, what happens in one State 
can have repercussions all ovar the vrnrld . Some fear the danger of 
allowi ng the propagatinn of errnr . This is a genuine fear beeause 
no one can feel hapny at the prospect mf the young or ignorant heing 
l ed into eri-or. But against .. the conte:.tpt for all restraint, we must 
safeguar d liberty. Freedom must be deI'ended at a l l costs. Experience 
shows tha.t any. state interferenee in religious matters has always been 
harmful . The external practice of r eligion should he subject only to 

~those rel!triotions whi ch are abso1.utely ne~essary t .o safeguard public 
order . The text does well ·to base this right on something.more pos 
itive than toler ance and t he common good.. This pastor~l doctpine 
should r.ot omit some do~trinal . considBrations, hecause we should give 
some indication of ·the methods by which w ·e have reached our conclus
ionth 

!-?\~\. 2. For ne111ly independent Af'rican nations, the recognition of 
!.)~~~religious liberty is of the utmost i~portance. One consequence of 
'·'\"°" ·~independence has not infrequently been interference with schools , 

,.,._~-1.l' youth asso<'.iations, and the very exercise of religious worship . The 
i \Y"'~, Ohur.ch has the duty to proclaim all the Tights of man and r e ligious 
' liberty is one of t he chief among them. Such a pirocmomation is im

portant becau se of the influence for good or f'or bad exercised on 
African nations by other cont inents. Any supposttion t ha t a Christian 
state can repress other r eligi o ·ns Will necessarily lead to the 

..__conclusion tha t non- Christian states can repress Christian religinns • 
. Tnis Council must go on record clearly as favorable to the. princi ple 

of reli gious liherty. _This w i lJ. not harm, but will rather hel p 
the Church because it will be a def'ense of truth and Our Lord has 
promised that the truth will make us free. 

segue •• • . 
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- ~~n~o3. Our treatment of the important topic of re~igious liberty 
. tends to be too pragmatic. The text is too cautious when treating 

of the. relationship between religious liberty and the common wel
fare. The questions are inseparable. It may well be argued that the . r preaching or error may in some degree be harmful for the common 
welfare, but any denial of rel .igj,ous liberty harms the cormnon wel
I'are in an·even greater degree. This is because by its very nature, 
the common welfare Q.emands this liberty and its recogni t:i.on by civil 
authority and presumes it 9.S an integral and essential element. 'How
ever, the common we.lfare cannot be confused with the passive quBet or 
the forced conformism of the police state, The search for God earl 
somet1mes 'give rise to contro~ersies and q uarrels. Obedience to the 
Divine and human law for the common good must be a virtue, exercised 
w i th intelligence and wisdom. The conmirm welfare is not a merely 
physical or mathematic al ·callee ti on of material goods in which all 
citizens share. It includ es certain civic services, such as public 
highways·, fire pr0tection, and police service. But this is n()t the 
ulti~ate l~mit of the common welfare as Maritain has stated, the 

~common welfare is ~omething which is ethic~lly good. In this common 
welfare there is included as an essential element, the hi~hest develop-

._.ment possible here and now f0r human personsl For those pers0ns who 
constitute the united multitude in order to make up a peo~le, accord
ing to relationships based not on force but on justice. Insofarhs it is 
both eshice.l and moral, the common welfare demands and presumes re
li.qious faith, rme which is true and integral, strong and fruitful. A 
purely pragmatic appr0ach to this all i~portant topic is unworthy of 
.the subject. We must show hov1 religious liberty corresponds to the 

,..,.......truth of the individual person and the· common welfs.rs·. It is better 
··· to acknowledge in all Christian simplicity how religious liberty cor

responds to truth. As successors of t he Apost l es, we must be fear
less proclaimers of t his liberty because historically· we are ~he 
hei rs of a freedom which has almost always and everywhere been w.on 
only at the cost of blood and tears. Uur experience sh0ws us how dear 
our liberty is and hov1 fruitful it is~ We :must endeavor to persuade 
our neighbors and our brethren to practice· free obedience, ar freedom 
which brings salbation because it is obedient, an obedience which 
brings salvati0n because it is free, 

4. The wn~ld expects nothing more anxiously from this Council 
than a -clear ·declar e. ti on on the revenent treatment of every human 
pers0n in things rellgious. We must be universal in ou.r considera
tion of religious liberty. Each of us natnrally speaks from the· con
text of freedom or persecuti0n alYeady experienced. This is not 
enough for an Ecumenical Council, which must consider things under 
their universal aspect, g0ing beynnd the exeeriences of individuals 
or nati ons. We must speak of man :as such. ur declaratinn must be 
d octrinal in its foundatio n and nnt merely pragmatic, If the Church 
is t o be cleared of the ascusatio n of insincerity in its atti -
tude on religious freednm, then we must demnnstrate h0w our declara
tion restsN on solid doctrinal basis . In it~ content this declaration 
i. ~ absolutely nee e ss ary. · ~""~~"'"'""''"'~~~~-··~_.,_.."_,._ ,.;, <!>l'< <"~-....... ,.,,.,.,~ , ... _.,_, _ ~ 

~~'W:"~.,.~~,...,.-::-';"'~• ...... -f':':"r-~~~,...,,>~ ' • • 

After these four speakers, deba~d ~n the declarati0n 
dealing with the attitude _nf the Church toward Jews and other n0n
Christians. The following speakers took the floow : 

1.Cardinal Achille 1i~n.ar.,t,. of. Li)le, Fl'.'apc~j 
2.Cardinal Ignace ~~up~i, : .;Jv_ri~1:1]a~r:iarcfl ?f ~-r:..~.~~c .. 9-; In t~e ~ 

name of S t e phano s i "Si a_~:r o~°'?-'"~J.& __ ~.a ~-ri_a.,rJl:l~ .. ·91:"-~.!~x.an.gr 1 a; 
of Maximos .DL .. ~S~igh, Melchi t~>Pa t:rtarch orltn"t.~och; of Paull II 
Cheikho, f;haldean_.~a.trlarcn_o_f"'Babyion·~ .. and· ·of Tgnace Pierre 
XVI Ba taniin:;::a;rm·erirarf.:'.pat;ri"a:r'cn. o[Cllicia; 

3. Cardinal Jos~~ti::.'i<i'i1:~~·, Archbishop ·e:ir--C'Ologne, Germany; ,.."t 

I 4. Carc;l.inal Ernesto~~-~::.,~.~.~, Archbishop of Palermo, Ital;~gue • .,'t 

\ --~ 
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5. 
6, 
7. 
8. 
9 • . 
10. 
11• 
12. 

13. 
14 . 

•• "! 

Cardinal Giacomo Lercaro, Archbishop of Bologna, Italy; f'' 
Cardinal J:>aul-EmileE[e.r, Archbishop of Montreal;-tanada;- , 
Cardinal Richard Cus ntiig, Archbishop o.f Boston, Massachusetts; 4t1 
Cardinal FrenzislillS'"""lro~nig, Archbishop of""Vienria, Austria; ':l 
Cardinal Albert Grep:0ry"Meyer, Archbishop of Chicago}._,,,.., · 
Cardinal Joseph Ri tt~r, "t\.'fchoishop of St . Louis7-·M1ssouri; 
Arch bi shop Lorefff~l,}.:[~.e:.r, Archbishop of"'?Jf'~~f.A~~n; .~ ... ~P,JlJ,; 
Archbishnp. Philip P'ocock, Coadjutor Archl::ii"sno·p of T'orontp, Canada· ~,,,.... < •• • ,....,.,..," •• -~, • • 

B~ shop Pe t~r ,..!~.,..~~}n~P.• of Groninp;en, t~J.J.~d; 'ti 
B1.shop Jules Daem, r,f Antwerp, Belgium, ~ 

.-:::"'<!"~~~"S:.i. ·~ . .;.---·- - · ' 

Their observa'c.ions can be summed up as follows : 
. . i{\~ .. ..-i: 

\,\€>\"" l. The text should be kept · as it is, although some touching up 
needs to be done in some det~ils, There should be no fear of making 
this declaration because the aim of the 6ounc{l is exclusively_sp1ri

_t_ual.. f he text is generally acceptable in its treatment of . the common 
patrimony o f Christians and ffews . Nevertheless, more stress should be 
~on the statement that the Jewish eople is not . t<;.,.,g.e_,.£~.~-EIB~.:d 

asjr~~t~i .. , .y •
1
· ~-!.:....?~.!;!te:~~d-~~..:~~_J~ . ..E.~.':'--8.!.'~-~~ -~r&~~:""-~~s a 

re ec e peop e, so nei uer can we. -~. 

:;,,, t~\\~·;t\""'··;:""'·'"··:~·:--·;~;~·-·;;;;~;;"·~~""';i; solemn assembly, our former declar-
x a tions against a declar'.ation of this kind coming from the Council. . If 

this. document is insisted on, it will cause most !2rious_ d.if[~..,Ul.ti,.es 
forth.ehi e ra.rchya.nd the faithful in many localities. 'Tfie Counci.L wi"il 
be accused of favoring specific ~~!.Uc~ tendencies. With full ·aware-
ness of our pastoral duty, we remino=the Counci~ t has already 
been stated, namely that this declaration i~~P ortune nd we ask 
th~ Council merely to he.ve it figure among the: ·acts · o· · ~e Council. 

lr,o/!>1/l'l) 
.c~ .. A~&\ l, ~. The two declarationsaar·e to be accepted a ·nd the reasons have 
\ been abundantly exple.ined. The treatment nf the__M.o~_lems is to be 

commended. But it regrettable that the 9eautifU1-6~1u~y nf Chapter 
~~.~~1~ the .... ~h.~?J..f:l.~'3. is practically ignored. This is the 
·classical passage ~red Scripture trea tinis of the 0ld and new re 
lationships between peoples of the Old and News 'I'estam.ents. In the 
trea tme:nt of the non-culpability of the J awish pGr:ple ·as 1!1. whole ·in 
the death of· Christ, we sffO"Ui.·d--r-e-turn--the .. p·re··•f:i-rius--text-::-·--:::;;.. The treat
of non~..§..t.i£..112_~~0 ~2~.ffi_._, ·~resnouTa--·~'P'ctirrt·~'Out in positive 
faS1riPn , . .h.2.~2t~i~b~j~~&fin$. their errors, they still reflect a ray 

_Q.f....t.h.e . ...--1-ig_"•'}:t--0-f..--.God . At t'ne-e-nd-i·s·-rs--·-:n·ot-- ·i:>voper- . f Q. r the co unc il 
to command the faithful to practice love of the Jews. -Ghrist has 
~.a.d..y-c.ommandelL:Lt ___ a.nd the Council can only nai tsriit'e tfi1s t'.livine 
precept. · 

~- 'f(~~'i;, 4. ThE(-?r..aJ..e_~~-.. .9J:i!:l,.~}.!e.~-- .~~~~--~n- . :r:~~~~d to th.e. Jewish peop~e ~re 
\'\ \J JD--<?..~_1:__.£_.9..mll!3.D~~1.~ .. -- I ~--12.~!:'_<:!..~'l. seems necessary-to-· ins1-s-t ·-thei:t--Chri s ti ans 

" shoulsi..J:i..~s.e......J..o_'J:.a .. f.9.J' __ ..Isi.Y~ •. Man.··y-n'fc-raent_s_ ·tn--the--la.s.t ... .war--wer•_e ___ elo-
quen t proof of this, to tne point that the Grand.Rabbi of Rome felt 

__obliged to express his thanks publicly for the asylum so gene.rously 
granted by the Holy See and for other 'favors. .l.t would be l ikewise 

·in o~der to urge J ews to love Christians, particularly C~tholics, and 
to desist ~e~j5r!r<Yt:l:C"B's--au-c·h-a-s have characterized the . 
past. It is a known fact that most Jews follow the Tal mudic text which 
.~~lca-t~.:n.tem.P.,t ~ £~ . ~11 who -~~=~~-.. '!.ew~:~-~~:~ -~-c~r:3°-w.ED:r·kn<?':"11··-f"nat".th~ 
international orgarn zatYon-o·f~~Ffee · Ma:§onry, which l.S so hos'Clle to .: 
the Church and has been outlined to -members of the Church under pain . 
of excommunicatio n, is supported and encouraged b~ Jews: -- Why is 
there no mention in the .... texl;or-·r-e·a-emp·t-i-on~nr0ugn'-C':nrist also for the .~ 
Jews? The text says pr~ctically nothing of non- Christians except 
with reference to Mnslems. But there are in th~ world as many Buddhist~ 
a~ Hi..ndus __ ,.as--t·l:i..e.r.e __ £1:!:.~_J!o.s.1ems-:-an?. they a.r~ no farther removeacna.n- .;· 
t ne Moslems frrim nur ':::>8.sic Chr:i.stHm teaching. segu_e ... 

""'-···--···----· ..... - . 
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\rf;. 5. The basic reason for thi~ declaration on the Jews is not the 
events of the le.st war, nor any extrinsic or poJ.Jti<:.,?-J.., motivation. r"ts 
.cause is purely religious ~!.1.9-~-;s.pJ.ri tual and c'5fues-'from ' within the 
Church, Le . , t1lat deep-erlaiowl edge of itself and of its _gwn essen-

..._ti al mystery wb1 ch Urn Chnvc::};:J is tad ay acquig.i_ng.- This declaration is 
the ma~uring and the necessary fruit of the dogmatic constitution ·on 
the Ql1:~o.i: the"' ~~~:tuJ'~¥~~· . Th~ ~:-s_ho£J:~,..P-f2.._.P,~_r~~Q.t.ed ___ aqd. b~ 
QQ.rnP.ret,,~q~ It shou·i-a·-sU'gge~t Bib~:.~~disq_\l_~-~-1=<2..f!~ . -~,1 ttt _Je_ws and.':_¥ 1t h 
g~ t_!r r ~v~i:'-~~ 2.~ ~~01?.;_l;l_ .. _E?~P.re~.):'i!2,..,h9_p_~~---2L-~.he.-.. C.h:tt.r_ch _for.._ -~~cha to
~_r.-~~in'tegra tl_S?Ji~o.f._t_Q._<l_ JejyJ,sh~-p.e.o.p)._e_ ... 'The Jews or- today shoul d 
not be calle"d·""afCa~..§.§ . .Q. ..... Q.i:_d.~j_.gJ __ µ_e.....,,~.€tQP.J~J.. :tmt we shoul d recognize 

J 
tha t all of us 11 ha ve strayed like sheep . 11 It is not a new doctrine 

. in the Church but a traditional one .that the Jews crucified Christ out 
l of i~orance, as can be seen in the Catechism in the Council of Tren~ . 
\. ·-"'"-"~'"'--.-..• .............. -"" ~~ ..... .-.. ........ -.--.-......_ ..... i,._..,,.._;:-o..._,.._._.-~"<- ., ..,, . ... , ·-

' fl!'~ 6. The ~rjportan·ce of the declara ti!! n on Jews and other non-
vt, ~ Christians is evident . It in an act of a renewed Church. The text 

does well to present the two new art'icles, lest anyrme feel excluded 
from the maternal interest 'of the Church •• On some polnts, the text 
needs to be modified, References t0 the ~~~l~.h .. ~r>.:rl,~£.::"'J .,~!~~-:~..::2~•.}.1ary 

.... -·an_~ .. t.l:!~...AP.D-s.tl·e-s-- -sho.ul_c!.__!J.Jt.~rn~.de .. _m.Q_rn .. _c_~S!,fJJ::~~ ~1?~-~~J.i c aper. pot J;ist 
5,~-t-~?own as pasl?.tl'.1$~r.ef.er.enc~e.s ·-~l/f.e should -~-~p.:).a_llJ _why_ ii!~ .c.0ndemn 
ha tr·ea-nf-·t-'tiEf-'J'ews, i . e., nr:_t/.,_t;i},¥_~p~:~~~-S.~ th~!_ _.8.:r:'.~ _men .Q~t_ b_eq~-~se 

l they are s-g_e...Q_Lal.1-y·r·e1.at.e~4 .. <!;.Q,._.µs. We ·snnuld' .. detlare that past per-

t 
secib.tl:nnof Jews came from false philosophies aridrW~r~g~,-~.n.ts:.r-.2~e.ta.-tion 
Q.!.. . .9.~.:r:~~-~~aI2~-~-q_c .tr. .. :tr1e· On th~.-!'..~l~-~ions of Chr~~E.i§lJ!S . a.nd_J.:ew~; the 

\
text is too gener ic and arrtb~guous . -iro·-~rtr~rs's-- ·tna t the Jewi!h rieople 
is--trorreprooae-e-;--~-why-n0-t- .qu0-te· St. Paul when he states that 1 (}()d di9. 
pg_t_r,.e.J,e,c,t.~t.J:l..~- .l?~.9.R_~e • . .!9-.~Jl.Ll.1.e_ .had .ch,ose.Q . ~1 We should make it clear' 
~hat we are not speaking of the Jews of today but of,Ji:AW.~-~.§:,~ ... ~1:1£P an_d 
everywhere. ·-

. ~JG · .7. Our dec laration of the scheme for the· Jews and love for the 
{ \,~ ~' 

G>). >., . sons of Abraha..in must be more c l ear and postti ve, less timid and more 
hharitable. In a word, it must manifest Christ. The text must rule nut 
any special culpability for the death of Chrsit whi ch can be made to 
affect later generations. Ifie have no right to set ourselves up as 
judges in the place ·of God. 'I'he declaratirm should likewise include 
an avowal and a disclaiming of t he sins bl' some Ch..r!S:iitians, even i n 
our own time ; smris a_gainst the law of Chri st and against Chri stian 
life and doctrine. We must proclaim to t he wotld in this sacred 
assembly that there is no logical or historical reaon, which can 
justify the_ iniquity, the hatred or the ,pe rseq"illt i 0n of our Jewish 
b Bethren. it may well be true that not many voices of this kind were 
li~ted in the past but at least they can be lifted now • 
.;· 

• . ,)\ Q 
f- f,.6•r · · 8 . The special mention of the ~~!_:.!~)~s most acceptable .because 
~,,.- of their profes~i ')n 0f belie f in one· mercl.i'ul God. One may wonder 

why the passage condemning persecution of the Jews has omitted the 
words, _11 fQrmer l 'l Sl:C.J..!LQ1l.!'-2~!Ltk'TliL" which appeared in the previnus 
text . ' fueral detailed modificatinns would grBatly ilplpr0ve the gen
eral t enor 0f the text . 

9 . The importance of t his dec l aratfon has been stressed by 
many and it s,hould be acq,~JU;.e.d....w.:L.t.h_Qur whole hearts . Last year ' s 
text was btlf;_§.!: fil19_.!!!ore ecumenical i'TT"t-m:ie:--~· not enough to say, 
that the Church deplores-~th"e-'- i:fe'r!ntciifroflo'f Jews merely. because it 
condemns injustice to all men . There should be explicit mention of the 

---special bonds uniting us to the Jews , as was done in the previous text. 

/
~t. Thomas Aquinas has reminded us that no Jew in the time of Christ 
:vM"f'~~~g_ufil.ty-.o.f-deJ.cJ,.de because tney--crr<r-n~k'n·o~/.,,.t'B.e·ruvrnrt-y · 

l '<>f Christ. -- There would be reas~ms for tr ea ting here only of the J ews 
i;-nd taking up \'.'.!~iJ...§J:.._£.~118,L<?,ns .~_.]E_.schema 13 on The Presence of the Church 
in the Worl d. There are the ·s ame"relisdns~--·ror~-treating of other 
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religions here a~ for t he Moslems • . The text should make very clear 
t ha t the Church. takes a vigorous stand against.§._~ ,~I!<?-..,...~1.~.$1:~,c~r,::~:r:rt~na
~n th_fl-12.?-Ji.l~ ..... c..f'......n~i on, race, etc. This shou:rcf'<~e:~~%§~t,i-'f-ortn in 
gr ea ter""""tl'B tai 1 and with gr ea ter-cTarity. 

- n~...,,. 10. '.!'he appr·oval of ·9. .declaration regarding the Jews would pro-
,,..,,/{\""' vi de an opportunity to .£._~ai_:r..:...tha~-inj.µ~ . .t:t.ce.l?._QJ ... E.~ centuries. For 
\'' this purpose, the text pr0posed last year is better -thmr·the one nnw 

under cnnBidaration. The present d0cument has se~er~l weaknesses : 1) 
the styJ,e apparently recognizes l"lnly half-heartedly the clnse relation

. ...:--ships existing between Christians and Jews. 2} Because of certain o -

.,.-missinns, the text does not really go to the heart of the Jewish prob
lem. 3) There are offensive ambiguities , because in some places what 

_,..- i s not said is more eloquent than what is sais • 

. -r.~.., ll. Because Jews are also non-Ghris ':ia.ns , the title· should be 
"'~'.t<:~ 'changed to " Declaration on Jews and other non- Christians. 11 Th.ere are 
\0~ certain texts of Scripture which could be used to enrich the declara-
~ tion, whi le some others which are used are not really to the point. 

c'i:-.·. 12. There are historical reaons why the Church should retr!lct 
_ c}l. the accusations made against ·the Jews in the past• .The Church must 
C)b absoly~..,~~.~~~{.~.h~,J?,§QBf;.~ frorr.; .. ~.l.,~ f~ls e accusa tior:is i:i-ade in ~he past 
'- tnrough an abuse of trutn·-and · chari"ty~ Sometimes it is arguea t hat 

thi s canr1ot be done because u stand. of t his kind would put the Jews in 
~a better lfught than is justifi ed by Sacred Scripture. But the harsh 

. words used by Our Lord, Stephen and Paul, who were ali Jews, were used 
as ex~.2J'..t.at,ions ... tQ ,_qop.v.e.:rsion. Such expressions c~nnot be taken as an 
obJGctive description of the . w h olc peopl e . These words were . 
in ~ended to stir consciences and t o move hearts. Often in St. Joh, the 
terms, "the Jew, 11 refers not to the Jewish peonle but to the enemies 
of Christ. Thu s these \nrords viere applicable not to all bµt on ly 'to a 
few. · 

I 

't~~ 
~":~,,l"" 13. The dec l aration is most acceptable becai?,se it shows on the 

~~~·- pa rt of the Church an increasingly clear perception of the religious 
"\ p='"Values of t he Jewish peo-i:le and of other relip;ions , in all of which 

are found some elements of t ruth comi~g from the Father of Li~ht who 
wishes to save all men . To safeguard harmony and to strengthen t he 
tex t • certain detailed chanReS should be made. 

-- ·~~ ~ tt' 14. The text is acceptable but it c0uld reflect more .perfectly 
~~ the conditions of our rres~.t--9~..Y-<.!!.~.Jg_gt},e...~w.i..th....Jlol.dai.filtl . . The Church 

· should judge the human a.nd religious values o.f Judaism, not O'.'.'.,ly t.n the 
light of history and theol0J?;y but also in the li~ht of the relirsious 
and human state of Judaism today. Tod ay I s dialogue with the ,Jews is 
based on an antinomy found in Sacred Scripture : on .the one hand a 
condemnation of the Jews, and on the other hand, God 1 s will to save 
all men. Thus our dialogue today is taking place according to the 
plan of God• 

The General Congregati9n adjourned a t 12:35. 

FINE 
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r.eneral Con~re~ation No. 9~ 
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The Most Rev. John Amissah, Archbishop of Cape Coast, Ghana, 
celebrated the ~pening Mass of the 90th General ~ongregation of the 
II Ecumenical Vatic·an Council. The Mass was that of the Feast of 
the Apparition of St . lVIichae·l, Archangel. After Mass, the r1ios.'ti Rev. 
Leo Lummel, Bishop of Luxembourg, enthroned the Gospel Book. ·The 
Moderator of t oday's session was His Eminence Peter Gregory Cardinal 
Agagianian . · 

The General Secretary announced that during the meeting the 
Fathers would receive copie~ of the Relatio for each of Chapters 4-6 
of the hema De Ecclesia,. on· which the Council will be asked to vote 
· omorrow. This vo e will come after the two,.. fold vote on Chapter 3 , 
as announced yesterday. He also took the opportunity to assure the 
Fathers once more that all the modi presented with votes on these 
clhapters will be carefully examined, even though such examination . ~· 
might not be necessary in those cases where a text has been approved 
by a two- thirds majority . The welfare of the Church, he continued, · , 
demands that eyery text be as perfect as possible .and to achieve "-1 
this goal we must not neglect even a singl e ray of light. 

trchbish0p Pelici likewise reminded the Fathers that no text 
can be said to be 11 approved11 until it has been voted on in solemn 
session by the Council Fathers with the Sovereign Pontiff, The votes 
being taken these days indicate only that the ~exts in questi0n ha~.e 
been approved by the General Congregatinn. 

In reply to the question whether the Council Fathers might 
follow a system proposed by seceral groups of Bishops according to 
which one Bishop in the group would vote juxtum modum in the name of 

.. -. - ·· all who wished to do 30, while all the others would vote placet, the 
Secretary remarked that the answer was already contained in his 
statement· to the Councl 1 Fat hers yesterday. Each Fa th er who wishes 
to append a modus to his vote must personally sign his modus and 
present it with his vote. This is necessary in order to safeguard 
the absolute liberty of each and everyone of the Council Fathers in 
ask ing lµ.s vote . 

Duri · ng this morning 's General Uorigrega tion, the final three 
voges were taken on indivih.dual parts on Chapter 3 De Ecclesia. The 
results of this voting were as follows : ·. 

· vote 37. Specifies that the National Conferences of Bishops, 
i;.;i th the approval of the Sovereign Pontiff ~ will have the authority 
to introduce the oermanent diaconate . Votes cast, 2 , 228; Placet , 
l,523; Non place€, 702; Null, 3. 

Vot e 38 . This diaconate can be ~onferred on older men· 
,Rlready m?,r~. -- Votes cast, 2,229; Placet, 1,598; Non placet, 62~; 
Null ; 2. . 

Vote 39. This diaconate may likewise be conferred on younger 
men a.nd without the obligation of celibacy. - - Votes cast, 2,211; 
Placet, :J~~; . Non olacet, 1,364; Null, 6; J • .M . T.N. , 2 . This vote thus 
permits the · !irdinatiqn o! ynunger deacons also , but wi t h the obli_gj::i.tirm 
of celibacy. ~ •• 
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The following speake:::'S continued the discussion f'Jf the 
declaration rlegarding the Jews : 

1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 

6 . 
7 . 
8 . 

9 . 
10. 
11. 
l~. 
13 . 
14. 
;15 . 
16 . 
l? . 
18 . 
19 . 

20. 

Card~nal Jose Bueno y Monreal, Archbishop of Seville, Spain; 
Archbishop Franjo Seper, of Zagreb, Yugos l avi a; 
Bishop Yves PlumeJ of Garoua, Cameroons; 
Bishop Sergio Msndez, of Cuernavaca, Mexico; 
Bishop Lawrence Nagae , of Urawa, Japan; ·1n the name of all 

the 3ishops of Japan; 
Bishop' Edmond Nowicki , of Gdansk, Poland ; 
Bishop Hoa Nguyen Van Hien , of Dalat, ' Vietnam; 
Archbishop Leon Ar thur Elchinger, Coadjutor of Strasbourg, 

France ; 
Bishop Stephen Leven, Auxiliary of San Antonio, Texas; 
Bishop Bernhard Stein, Auxiliary 0f Trier , Germany; 

·Bi shop Antonio Anoveros Ataun, of Cadiz end Ceuta , Spain; 
grchbishop John C. Heenan, of Westminster , England; 
Archbishop Patrick O'Boyle , of Washington, D.C . ; 
Bishop Pietro Sfair, Titular Maronite Archbishop of Nisibi; 
Arabbisnop Joseph Parecattil, nf ~rnakulam, India; 
Archbishop Joseph Attipet~y, of Verapoly, India; 
Bishop Daniel Lamont, of Umtali, ·southern Rhodesia ; 
Bishou Jeronimo Podesta, of Avellaneda, Argen~ina ; 
Bishop Joseph Tawil , Patriarchal Vicar for the Melchites, 

· Damascus , Syria~ 
Archbishop Joseph Descuffi , o~ Smirna , Turkey. 

· I The remarks of the forego:ng speakers can be summed up as follows : 
',fv..~~~\; \<$,~ ). 

1. e dialo e of: the Church can ex lude no one exce t hirr. who 
is unwilling o listen. It_wou 0 a.e.pJ..o,i:?.a,G..]..e if this declaration were 
not me.de by the Qmmcil. Objections raised yesterday on the grounds of 
~al consequencesi n .the Middle Ea.st are certainly worthy of 
ser lOUS consideration . Jiowe·ver, they shOUld pot stend i n £he way Of 
the adoption of this t&xt. We can make it more . than clear that we 
are motivated by no political considerations and it is not within our 
power to prevent anyone, independently of our intentions , from casting 
accuse.tions against the Council. The title should be made more general 
so as to i a d all men wlthout exce tion . Trre-
tex s ould exclude any refer ence to non- ui t on the pa rt of the 
Jewish peopl e for s . o n his thesis 
~ e mere mention it could easil be offens ive. The text 
should v condem di scrimina on . e declaration 
on religious liberty would be better . put at the end of the Schema, as 
summin~ up all the princ i ples on which it is based . 

ct~··f'c1~ ··' 5<?1~ 2 . In Sessirin II, fears were expressed that this document might. 
lead to misinterpretation, not for theological reasons, but because of 
extrinsic considerations . But_ no man of' ~ood will can see in thi s text 

est trace of 00li'tical intent . The Church feels herself 
J ,. ' c.an:an_o...r_th._e__:M.C!.S..s 0 ne · Q.! the 

a of "Our Patriarch Abrahar.i" . The many persecutions 
launched a ainst the Jews demand t a ouncil take action to condemn 
sue abuses. Such pers<?cu ion as some im been jtrS't"'iT:ted-oy an 
,ppeal to what a~ least apparently was part of our Christian patrimony. 
t is ·now time to mak e r eparation, The text needs revision ·in order 

to bring a t a . " " in the spi:-5. t of "Ecclesiam Suum. 11 

Too little is said on our_present-day contacts with the Jews . We must 
not forget. that we all have the same history of salvation , that the first 
nucleus of the Church was made up of Jev1s and tha t the begi nning and the 

. . end of both the Jewish people an& the Church aims at one same goal. It 
would be well to are a 'director · r relationships with tho 
Jews and i1rbuwould ·be in order to have 1:1 special Jewish sec ion in tf1e 
Se~etO:rTat-fo~ Chri~tiun Unity, --- fle[!".t 

---
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G . ' 3. After the attention devoted to 12 .million Jews, i t is only 
proper that the Council should turn its attent i or, to the 400 million 
Moslems who with us and the Jews adore the Creator of the uni verse and 
Lord of the human race. The Moslems insist on God's Oneness and they 
reject all pagan gods. Their place in the document·should be right 
af'ter the Jews because t hey ref er their. faith. back to A"raham as their 
Father . Moslems have a better understandin~ than others of the 

--Mystery of Christ and of Mary. They._honor Mary as the noblest d~ughter 
of~rhh~-0--\ti..si..t_Qer sanctuar.Les .. In the spirit of 
Popos of recent years, we should show our interests in these trends, 
as this would open the rf'lad to a greater knowled11;e of God for all men 
of good 1011. A word of enco.uragement would be in order for th9se 
de di ca ted pries ts wh0 are working e.ml)ni;s Mrislems and whose work is often 

""'" regarded as thankless and even useles9 . The §ecre t ariat for Unity shoulq 
have a special Moslem section. 
(~~J 

~of,, 4. This text is aast year . 
("' It should include the of hose texts of 

. ~~cred Scripture mos use by anti-Semites. It should exp. the 

(

. reaf.OJ!!ln~ of' $t . Pa!! I on fbe dest1 ny of t oe Jewish people and show 
how approach to the Church would not be a rejection but rather the 
completion of their· divine· vocation. All these things were better 
expressed i~i che .first text ... a.nd they are now found in too brTer a 
for m in the text under consideration. The condemnation of discrimina-

(
'ti cin should not be merely generic but such a~ will refer specifically 
to tlj,e Jews . 

' {,{llf (-.f~) . '· . 
~~ 5. Many t exts of Scripture used in the declaration should be 

changed because they a re either not to the point at all or they 
treat rather of brotherhood among Christians . The text should start 
from God t he Crea tor \' who is not far away from any6ne of us. 11 Our 
human re ationships are not - sided but reci rocal . This is the 
basis ·for our con emnation .of discrimination. In our approach to 
non- Christian reli gio~s, we should avoid being too free with the 
eo!ICempLUOUs accusation c{ 11 paganism11 as referring to everything in 
pagan religions, and be on our guard Ies t we rej ect also what they 
have in common with us. We must in a spirit of brotherhood, embrace 

~and encour age all effor ts to find the truth. The text takes up the 
Mos l ems.too abruptly. It sh0uld also ·mention othePs among the major 
non-Cb.ri~tian r e ligions rif the world . 

, o"'-' ~Cl'-1 ( p.,f_a.J) · 
P 6 • .'.fuj,s te~t1is better t han the first onel-although the title 

should be change .L rt is t o be really exact. The term, "Vexa tio 11 

has been used ins tead of 11Persecutio11
• The terms are not synonymous. 

It is to no purpose to argue t hat Cicero used "Vexa tio11 for what we 
wouihd call harassment and restricts "Persecutio" to judicial inquisi
tion . We must take into account the meaning of words in everyday use . 
Any reference to t he question of .l5_uilt or non-guilt of the Jewish 
people in the death of Christ can cause either confusion on Lhe one 
hand or· ~ bitter reaction en the other . Consequently, this entire 
referen_c

1
e should be omitted. · 

• t \~ ("'""'-t !"'\'-) . 
V"-"' 7. The consideration. of non- Chris ti an religi. ons is not only 

I 
timely but. al so.~rgent. . The Cb,];:!.£.~.h is for a ll the sons of G:Q..d every
w.A.e.r-e and we mus!_ n~er forget tha~ ~~ajori_t.1._ o~ the W?rld i s_ ne~thef 
9tr~ nor Jew;Dn .~J~:Lil_n_e,J~urafu expect o].' -us a mention :: 
of ~ as their Law-giver. After the example of Chr ist, Who referred: 
frequently to the Law of Moses. Our relat ions wi th non-Christian re- · 
ligions should be characterized by humi1i ty and be far .removed from ; 
anything r elm!l<be l y resembling a sup~comole~. There should be· ·. · 
no itch to abolish i n non- Christian cultures even those things which 

segue ••• 
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are not against revelation . Not infrequently, articles and pictu~es 
appearing in missionary magazines reflect no honor on the countrias 
which they_ intend to portray. We shoul·d te.ke care · no t go give the 
impres sio. n that all who are not Catholic are automatica l ly goi'.('lg to 
tlell. Salvation depends on the grace of Christ and the disposition 
of the individual. 

. . t-i c (-/!. n \-ya..<1.o-, .. ~,n . 
{S.L..t.tti 8 . Many Jews toda are in their lives authentic witn6sses to 

~acred Scriptur-e· through the pr act-ice o lical virtues . They 
·s t::udy their 0$criptures and i ns true t thei.r C1-r:trarm in them. Some of us 

/ha·ve acquired a better knowledge of our Scriptures fvom studying them 
\with Jews . The witnesses of the One God today cannot afford to gi1te 
atheism t he sad example of divis i on. We must be animated with sober 

·~ um_ili ty and "' erence for the Jews. Jews the worldOve!' a1•e waiting 
fo r s declaration. w1 e or them i cause for peace and j oy 
or an occasion of bitter d iasppointment. Jews are hoping for a 
solemn word of .iu.stice and reparation fo r the p ast . for deeds wnich 
were som t · tnated in the name of the Church. We must ask 

; ~don f.or all these inJuries . o no e a at times there was 
fault on t h e par t of the Jews, this does nGt justify i .njustice 
t .()ward them . It i s n11t easy for them to nnders tand that t h e trans~ 
i tion to the Gospe l would not be apostacy but fulfillment . The Council 
sh0uld adopt the p re'lious text nf thi!ls declarati0n. 

v('f~) . . 
-(,t-Vh 9. The· t ext should state clearly tha t no one should everi call 

t Jj.e Jews a " deicide" people. It is suggested that the word was psr haps 
; omitted because it is philOsophically and theoln~ically absurd, as 

though anyone c ould k ill God . But our c oncern here is not o~er words, 
but over the sad reality that this word was often hurled against the 
J ews in past ceq.turies to justify persecu tion. It is our duty to see 
~a· it t hat this wo · never ased again a ain.s..;;Je.i'LS_. Our silence on 
t 1 o n would real ly be n ac against justice. The reference to 
rion- guilt i.n the death of Christ on the part of the Jewish people as 
such s,hould be. made to include .not only the Jews of our time, but like
wise .thos e o f' the time of Christ. There were mi llions of them scatter.-

·-. ed out~ide Palestine _and becaus e ~hey d id not even know Christ, they 
.could not have been responsible for Hi s death . We s hould g i ve the 
( P!'._Ope r expression, __ for our eschatological hope for the gathering of all 
~men, Jews and others, around God , our Common Father . . 

)f(.1·-. (~'"'1) . 
· 10. · We must i ns ist on the need o f uni vers.al l ove for a ll men, for 

without this l ove , no genuine love of God is possible. The b a si.s of 
this love is the image and likenes s of God resulting from the simple 
fac t of creation . 

11.t""~"' (S~~) 
f" · · 11. Newspapers and other media of communication shnuld taka great 

; care when treating of other religions, Even under pretext of p r ovi ding 
interesting material for the public, they have no: right to hold u p 
t h e religious rights or the culture 0f any nation to deris ion or 
contempt. This is necessary if we are to ach:i,eve necessary coopera
ti0n with all meri in the fie l ds o f huiflan brotherho0d, social work and 
ci vilA. or_A.er; . This is a necessary prerequisite ·of authentic dial ogue , 

(~~' ' . 

'kt(;..(~ 12. It is not surpri sing the. t the Jews have received a ne1v 
version of this declarati on without marked enthus iasm . It is natural 
t h&t they s.hould be a sking why certain changes have been made because 
of the ~ubtle di fferer.cs in tone and s pi:ri t <JI" the new vers ion. The 
wording of the document now before the Counci l is not preci.s e_y the 
wording given i t by the Secr etariat of Christian Unity. The res.sons 

segue •• . 
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are not clear, but it is safe t o state that there was no desire to 
make ·our approach less warm or generous. 'I'he change may have been made 
~y-~en inex~in ecum~E!~~· There hav.e been unpleasant reactions 
to-~etre-1l-rr'61'1Version11~ms to be the reason for quoting St. Paul 
to the R'omans. Eat conversion is not in the context of ecumenism which 
aims to· lead people ·dlcly to examine e~eh other 1 s beliefs. .lts gqal is 
not victor i es but mu tual understandina and est aem. Nonetheless, our 
hope is for the return of all tbe brethren of Christ to the one fol d . 
The fact that this quotation, however, has been taken badly by tije 

·~ Jews , is· a .sufficient reason for eliminating it . As far as deicide i s 
cnncerned, it is clear that it is not mentioned in this text as it·wss 
in t h e .first one . Unless a change is made , the conclusinn wi 11 be in
es c apable that after a ye ar ' s rerlecti0n, the Council Fathers decided 
that th~ J ewi sh people is culpable. The Council sh~uld proclaim that 
tb.e.2_ewish penpl e is not gui l ty. It would certainly be unjust i n our 

(

, day i 1' all the Chris bans in Eti:r one· were judged guil ty of the death of 
millinns of Jews in Germany and Polend. It is no less unjust to condemr. 
th~ whole .yewssh people for the dealbh of Christ . · 

t~ Certain amendments are called f or lest the aims of the 
0~~ declaration be misinterpreted by Jews. The spirit of . the text is 

ecumenical and the declaration will be carefully studied by Jews-. Hence 
we must speak in a manner intelligible to .them. Our motive is ~e 
irenicism but only the desire to be preci~e and exac t and to b~ in- . 
spired by wisdom and charity~ Every Jew will interp re t our wo~ds in 
the context of history, and our text does not show s u fficient respect 
f or the sens i bilities of the Jewish people . Any even remot·e sugges 
t i on o f " c onversion" wi l l recal l the su:fferings of tho past and the 
forced conversj..ons which were imposed on the Jews, Rightly , they want 
no pa rt of any s 'i mi l ar proselytism. The text should be changed in 
the part dea l ing with the r esponsibili~y of Jews for the death of 
Chri st. It s h ould include Jews both today and at the time of Christ . 
We must g i ve the whole truth, ~n keeping wi th the tra.di ti0nal keeping 

·of the Churc h against opprobiwn heaped upon the Jewi sh pe ople in the 
pa.st. The chari ty of Christ presses us . 

. I . s f p. I rt (_ /" Cl (lo N l "1~ - ,..., l s rn t. ) . 

~ 14 . In our contacts wi th the non- Christian religions , we should 
insis t more on religious categories and not merely cultural bonds of 
union . There are so many positive relationships between Islam and 
Christianity that a Boctor of the~ Church, St . John. Damascene, re
garded Islam as a · Christian. heresy. We must to.ke care also not to so 
g l orify the Jews as to arouse Arab animosity and thus harm our 
Ba tholic Bishops. 0 · fl. - · (·r· 1 ) 
~ • p °;& - (\) 1:( 1 /,.~ ) ~ f)I· f C ~('?'L .IAA""°'..-

~J'1tf~;ltJt ~ . 
::.'\!. ' · 15 . The pa.rt of the declaration deal ing with non- Christian 

religions needs to he devel oped on a brnader scale. . The sac red books 
of Hinduism contain passageds setting forth aspi rations to God as 
fiirec tor and Liber ator. Such passages can be regarded as remote 
longings for Christ. We must be careful with non- Christian students. 
in Christian schools so as not to offend them by bel ittling their 
cul tur e. The Church needs to assimilate unto itsel f whatever is good 
in every ou.lture. In a word, the Church must incarnated in every 
cultur e • · 

-~ P,T\, t'~Tr-, CJ.¥O •fl) ' 
~.,..,,., -. 16 • . The text should make it clear· that to all men , whether 

Mos l ems , Buddhists, Confucianists , or the members .of any other Bgligion, 
we owe the same charity according to the spirit and the command of Christ . 

segue •• , 
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~ t_,,p fl.. o·~ ('J.'l._~ ~ .. I 
!'< · .17 , The text should stress that our treatment of the JevTS 

is ~ot motivated by any political considera t ions, bu~ is only the 
logical consequence of nur previous declarati~n on religious liberty. 
This relationship exists objectively but needs to be brought into 
bolder relief. The .exhortation to take care to avoid injurious 
expressions in preachi-ng and catechet ical teaching could leave the 
impression that there is widespread anti-Semiticism in the Church. 
This is ev~dently false . ffter the Council, ·the Secretariat . for · 
C,hristian unity should b e cnntinued lest the work so happily b.egun 
should be abandoned . (· f'k . ; · 

•(7 {) D f (-r. A J ,, Y""'""" "- I 
· 18. We should reaffirm . the ·strictly reli~ious import of the 
declaration, and insist that it does not contain any political over
tone s. It would be unwise for the Council to leave itself open 
for the accusation of taking sides in a political question . This is 
important because of ~he complicated political situation i n the 
Middle East . ( r_ } 

..,.... ~I c:,... .,.,..,. .... 

19. All Christians must be animated by the same spirit of 
pardon that inspired Christ. We must condemn anti - Semiticism under 
all 1 ts forms . It· would be well to men ti on here, all chur.ches under 
~oind per11ecution .. '.i'he Council should carefully weigh the c~:msequences 
of this declaratior. . It wi 11 be good I'or the ·Jews , but ws it not 
dangerous under as pec t s? We do not wish to alienate the s~pathies of 
any people . '!he Council· has maintained an open- door policy, but 
4;his declaration would seem to rather close a door . ·rhe pastoral aims 
of this Council would cemend that this declaration be. suppressed as 
being an impossible source of harm for the Church. ·The Council should 
be sati'sfied with am~ re condemnation of anti-Semiticism . 

~ E-\ (.u Fr< ( -f ...... <..:J ) . · _ 
20 . . The, text of this declaration might be useful in vindi

cating the memory of Pope Pius XII agains·t the unjust charges 111hich 
h.ave peen made against "lim. This declare. ti on comes not from a hwnan 
spirit but from the inspiration of divine faith . It should not give 
r1s e t o any pli>tterness of spirit or any political disturbances • .a'he 
Mnslems have many points of . contact with the Christian .fai-ch and these 
_should receive greater att~ntiori .· 

After announcing that tom'orrow' s General Congregation w-::iuld 
initiate, after the customary Relatio,,the discussion on th~ Schema 
on Divine Revelation, the Cardinal Moderator adjourned the meeting 
at 12 : 35 . 

FINE . . .• 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date October 15, 196L 

to Marc Tanenbaum 
from Morton Yannon 

subject 

1. The notes I took down duri~ our session with Wil,liam Arthur at 
Look read th us: 

A tentative title is "A Jewish View of the Vatican Council. n 

He thinks in terms of 5-6 ttbulletsn - key points to ma.ks in the article. 

The article would discuss the Council in terms of Catholic-Protestant
Jewiah relatioba. 

Here are some of the so-called bullets: 

a. Collegiality and its effect on anti-Semitism. 
bo Deicide 
c. Religious liberty 
d. Conversion and prosletyling 
e. EBffects of the Council on the internal Jewish controversy. 

2. ·For Desmond at the Tim9 s Magazine, we briefly mentioned. these three 
subjects: 

a. ProsletyzLng and pluralism. 

b. 'What happens now (in the wake of passage of a satisfactory Jewish · 
decree at the Council): textbook studies, teacher trai~, dialogues, etc. 

c. ~ is 1he deicide question so meaing.ful? Historical 1.mplications; 
effect on catholics in Latin America, Spain, etco, as contrasted to the 
more sophisticated West; deicide through the generations in church windows, 
passion plays, etc. 
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:Gi..f.t:;er: ·~ few -:JtiY~. Ml E>e°iad. ve . re~axation f oUOtdng the: l~TWl ~ ~€!rme· J?rtilil• 
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t' 

. oeC~tallio:U· df4~i~3 .my CJtB)' i~ .. · itom0~ ~ Sl\~ul~· like to ~t· d.~· a ieW' .obsmrv&• 
tit~ _"4iml · ~~~at.iOM wbi~b .might ~~ unttf~1 ;to the pi:oeese ~f .. ~le."l~fttati@n,_ 
~ . p8'1'ti~u~.4,i':ly .!8 th!! tnte~im1 ~riOc.l . .,eilb:feen. tlf:e. tbiifd • ·fo~i!f-tb. m?eoio~ 

. befQ~e ·tbs· d_a~laratioim. is to be p&'®G!gis~e& ~ad . thUs· bee~. Q.a ·~gfiei&l ·do..;· · · -~ 
ettmeirAti. of the ~rli!~. · ·· · ·· 

t;:'. · _We' ~~. ·-~~,.-·gi-a&:l°t~~ci} .to· tb~ -Wl';,6~'!· .b~~h@iJG. ·for t~e:a:~ v¢;i~au·e· e~•.d 
dutim\g .~~~;,~~~~~ ::ehS:rd·! i!je"0&~~n;-_oa; :$11:. @ajoif .is_a,u_ea'. a~:.p~r~t~µ~a'li'Jiy·.@1'! · t~e 
~¢r;ltu:.ac:~~~ .. :'i;e¥~~1.ng: · rettgt~ti$_ · u.~Qv(t~- atid .oi&, ~.~~ -~~·· ·it t~' ~?p:i•·le . . -

- tc 3nagjgeif~t'7 <. ~~e~~·:::s~~ . of;i·~~_no~. · 'd1~iit :r~~~tlestJ . ;en~~$Y .-~~:. ;t~¢~~-i . _ 
, .30.l~ · 'to the· ; U.mix~;ti;t·: t~--·lf. :ef _fer~: to ·.~e,,btsa.a_. th~ !tid~t~0n of ~base .~a.cl mite• · 

.~iq~;· . . :~~~- ·¥~~ -~~d!iM}. :~~~~~yr*~ .who play~ u~ " i:o~~-1.ie:ver t~ ill$~ . . 
· 44U.ber:.&~_1one ·of·· tl:'tlil. ~C\B~cU.; . ~e · oat!~e bocl~'"5>~ ·V .·s:• ~~o-~s .. a~ted im ·.µnteioim 
f~r> 8:hteai4 c~t;;a@;' ·aa'd. tave · 1e.00$:rsbip. ·to biehbp~ of ~ny. "~the.ii .. eouat;w.l&)m_· • 

. . we .~h~~-l'd.', 1irf .eo .. ~1i.~ ~ ~~op&r .. ·~ .. ,.~~t~~e vey; tiil·, ~!~~ te.'~e •~:~~ ~ra"" 
· u .. ~Wl°- a-ma the· aea1110.g. ~f ·chei!' achleve•tn\~a. i ®Uf'.JJ©st· tha:t eo~ulta.tio.M· 
~~ "!laid' wt.th ~gi .• ~~eitga '$tgina.j): ~chb:Ce~p o•~yle, ~rdlntil .~ysrr· and· 
c>the!'e Qfa . t~ .the ·~om·t !7af . Q\f. tie1.ebi.'..$d.!J& ~iie..1~1( eifQ~t ~- . . . . . 
• ' • • • • • ' ·• • • • '' ' : · • • . • •• • I • ~ \·· • • 

a~ • ·¥~~.~~: -t~ ~-· oh~,!?~at~~ims.~ ·th.a-' ~~sr~can. ~i.~~-~f>'.~'. 'ief.~. :~~- w~tb. ~i~~ _ . 
feet:t~g~l . · they· ?.f4i'.~- i4t~el': ·d~.aiappetn.;~d. ~v.e~ . .-the. $ne~yer.¢;-to,-.f~~t;r$te ·-~he 

· ~opti6'i!i. ~~-~ ~· de.O\~irit'i~a .. en ~rei.tg1~u1~f -1~b-~~1 ~ ~~- t.~ ;a$ln# .. i~e~- t1le1 w~11e . 
. .. elated · by.: t~~. f&ct: .. :5th9t :·tb~e~< ·~;..r$t.~ --ll<Bve. ·mcot1~se4.,· th'a@ -t~t.o ·$~):i~P-~ ~fid 

.',tl,i~~ : t~~:i ·~mcv~~:t~~}.J~if'i~..amp~e;~::~o·/~~~:. e~~i~~ :--~~\t~cli> 0~:·1 t_~ . ~litalie~>?f$f the 
. ·pi'ogirEi@s,.i!:yiac ~~~:; ·;-(9,M; . 9f · ~he '. ~aw~c.ii,fte :de~.l~~~. Q ~- ·~ :!'t.~@.s· -~onie?:~_e.: ~t: 
_\•~i.1eg1&.1i'tJ·' et~."tw ·r,i:;.ht; · ~llu.~t~~- w~tell.1. w~.; ~ .~1'1St~t;it·f>l)~ ,of · ·t;h0 se1~.:..$til~~~
. · 't·1on by-.tli11f ~~sh~ps agsime.'-.'f1a~ic.~ .-su1i~d.~ia~).;:. they' ~hc;waa ·deep. ~at~s~ , 

factiC!>i.!· ova!!' 'the·· iad0p~to111 ,oft-f:he f1e~lar$t!«».n on J~,. · . · , ·~ . ', · : .. . . . 
. . ~ ' · . . 
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As a ma't;ter. of faC:t,. ~~- wa? g~n~z-~~.ly .. fc;?lt in .Rome .. t~t the d<!'C,~.a~~tion 
on -~~,cf ~~.s ·. ~4 : s.u~h . gQ~: .. 1~9~ !Pfq~ablY· ;b,ec11uEfe · after. : ~be:; ~~.vol.~·. of th~ 
1-..morlc;sn bieb.Ops ~itb regard ~o - the · £u:~ion on r~ligio~e . U.bei;.typ .. ,tbs . 
coue~ati.Je m,.~ .. realized that ' they .veuld go tao f~i"··. if ·',.th.ey wo1.i'ld all~.:. . .t 

• , • • • • •• • • • J • •• • • l , . . . . , . . - ·' e 

ca~e· the e~ fate to ~be_ declar~t~o1a 9~1 ·Jat1~· -_ In.' brtef.,· it 'i !B po~id.bte 
that\ we g&1ned ~ec~ae·· 9~· t~e- 'looa on' the . .-~eU.gi®e 1:.t~errty., ,ie.su~o ~ : ... . ' .- . . . . ' . ~- - ' . -

in our approache~ to tb~· ~e~ican .. bisliopa ·w mu~t cH~~lay ' a :·~e~~'tn~):.thf;. 
tereet also . irr· the ·decl,airatiq~. ~n. 'ii1>ert)l'' tohicb .. replt'.esaate ~ ·the: s~aral: 
fr&meWOrk··of the. renewal of· the CliUi'ch mt'b1ta wto!i ttie deelarat.ioa 0111 
.Jews:. c;ould. fit'' iri·., · · ... ·- .;··· · · · · · · · ·~ · : ' · · ·· · · ·· · 

• . • • ' ' "· ' • • <('. ,: .• ~ • :• ... "' ... • • • .' •• • . • · · : : • ' .~ ... ~;_,'· 
~·· : ' ,.. :;:- . . .". ·.1··: .; •! ~ . • . . . • •. .- · • .. . . • .... - • • J • 

3.- 'While · ·the: declsrat10ra itself''~- widely ~ublish~ throughmit ~\\$. · - . 
world., -~ have: cc.me ac~QB$ .~17,. f._, _etgii1fica11t eozents on. the ~S$~liiil · 

· &'ad · p()tentis~id.es . of .. t~ie ~oc~n~,' ·~_th. 1n·· t1:a bl1$~ortc ·perspective,·. 
11G in'; te~ .·of 'the-: ·cfullistns:'tit.¢i~es o•: tiie .. Cl'Wrch.' ·~t b9l:l$ve .th,at in 
oi-dei. to: keep,''ihe.· ft~e,:·al'~v~ :we :·sl\Quld.·.t:.hink-'61' d~1ug . soact'tjit\3· a.~t · i~ 
·oml ·a ... d.Eieper: ;level t~ ~the. :paper.-~ ;bet•· · pi'ep~red·, . l!e_ct~i~ the .-,c~lt'ri• · · 
·button . of' ·'the ·A!Berlc:in· :·.Jewish· Cominittee .- : .:· -. · ' · · ·. r. · -· ·" 

. ' . . . . . ~ . .. • ' . 'i • ,·,· >.f•f• ... :'~:~ !.r ; .. " : . ... ' .. "~· ... . ; 
0 

, ~-l ' , • ~ .• ..... 
0 

; : . 
0

:• • , I ~' -~ ·~ ~ ... \ ~' 1• 0 ·· ~ I ~-, • ~ 1.. ' 
0 

0

' • • ' •'ot, 

1 ha~~ . somf :.14eae.~~o~·th~:·.s~~j~~~~ ~ut:_t.~ ~l~J~·-.-~i~e to ~ f~.t~~ 'whet~er 
you-~·bave be~n_' p1,tanning ._any~~tna··.in ·.th1e. d~re·ctlon, i? ·t~ u.-s •. · · 

·: ~· . .. ,, ,·. . ··. :·t .. :·,,, ~ . ~ ~· -~ .. ~ . . · ... :· . \ \ . •' t11~ ... ~· ••• : • : .. ' - • • ' ., • "·" / .• -~ • • :- . • • .. .. • ··1 . :-- ~ ' .~· 

,; 

· 4. · :dfly/~, ·)foij::probably'· lUive l-eceived ·f!ZY tiStriorand\im W1.th· c.ardtful1 ··:aaii':O · .. 
vlews.' c()l)Certil:ilg': the;· ¢ontemplated.' egap~ :in·· Chic~o; . X be·i.ieve)t;ha~ , ~t\ts\ · 
·can be ·S J~r~.t~ra~e .. :event :~f' 'properly:; prepared •. . I s~gg~~.t .. toot. Q 'decliJ;f.o~ •. i \ ': .· 

. be cait!ln ~~CJ9ii~i, '~d'. 'thatr:~ dijfdinaf :B¥~· ~0111·~rbe , intorm~: 'ancl ~e· \i~s·ea~ t:c{ comiiitt: · · 
· · . bimself ~ def1riti:lj1y .. to a(!cepi:·. tlte:_ 1nv:1t"at:ion·. · : .. . . . ' . <· . . .. . 

• .~ .' ;/.': •: " ' . ~ - I • .:,; !I:'::~: .. : ~ · · ~ ' :~.-·, · .·,:> ·~ 
0
/) .. ' ·~. · I ~· • '' !·· .~ "'. ' d • • ." .··.~ '· •i .. ,'- ~• '- ' ' 

S •' · Thi.JS" is.' f O"r;; the'.; reeor~(\11 th: ~egard . t9· 'immecis.k_ ~e : . pub:ltC.t~y ; f O l·lowins~ th~ ~- · 
adoption· 'of ' the .-dec1'at!i;it.it>n'J'.~;·'~ou'.\t~ .• · ~'nia:.~r~~ent '-'Wais' -that .. no. ·. s·~te!:°' . 
mant .~ .-tssuE!d , .. be'f~t'~;·.~,:~ect~~~'~ '":fas )~J:t~~' ~~.: _-t·h~ .. ~~~~P • o~ . J~i~~ . ot;s~~~.e,~.~~; 
tions ,1n,,J;lm.1 ·Yodt~ . tt :seems.,· .,hOw~v.er.~ :~hat,_I;icht:en · of ·.the ·ADL dld 'not.· 
obeer.ve . thie-':~re•nt;; \ \ild -this ·waa"h:i.e, second Jsfe~ch ·of . £.if.th~ . iie -cc>ia· 
me, · bOweVer; ·in· ... ~~·tt'bet ·tile inteiv~e-w . pubtfsh~d:bi., the '1eu.;Gioi&~t~s . 
3en1~e w&s ·g{ven·'l)y ···b.tl1i.: ij()nla ··~~e. ·bsfore_'' tbe .. iJSrijaii:Eint. ~ae-. :~e~~ll~~ ' ·· l 
have :.31 v.en ste~~n~a :-t~:·¢1's.i/, ~li~-.',Zewt&li ·ciironicl~ . 4i~\jhe JTA. t~ RO~s ~ . . .. 
as 'well 'as·. cbe· New· Yo-tii' times·, .-only .. a ·day: afte·r tl~e .. event~ ~e .~t;t~t 
publlslled ·.-in the .. J!lfielLChromcl~:.1~ . ,e¢loaed h~rMt~~ . . · . · . 
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• ' ·, _, • '!(~ ' · ' ' > • ~ •• 5 • ~ • I ':~, ' .t • . q • t" • .' ' i .~ 

. · .. - - .:~ .. 

Bru:looure.· 

CCI ~:.- :Damig 
D&-. ·segal · 
&a~bl. Tane~b.aum· 

.. · 

... 
' 

. -· s1~ere1y, 
' , ;' : I ••' 

·'-" 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH CO MM ITTEE 
INSTITUTE OF HUMAN REl..ATIONS, 165 E. 56 ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022, PLAZA 1-4000 
The American Jewish Committee, founded on 1906. is the pioneer human-relations agency 
in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and 
advances the cause of improved human relations for people everywhere. 

MORTON YARMON. Director ot Public R•t1tlons HAROLD STEINBERG, D•re<:tor of Publicity 

FOR RELEASE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1964 

Miami Beach, Fla., Dec . 4 .. . The AMERICAN JEWIS H COMMITTEE announced 

here today the establishment of a joint Catholic-Jewish research 

center in Rome to analyze and combat the roots of prejudice in re

ligious teachings throughout t .he world, with pilot projects already 

under way in Italy, Spain, and elsewhere. 

Ralph Friedman, Chairman of the Committee •s Executive Board, 

who was a member of an AJC delegation at a private audience with 

Pope Paul VI last summer, announced the opening of the research 

center at the Committee's National Executive Board meeting, the 

agency's top policy-making and planning body. 

Mr. Friedman declare·d that the catholic-Jewish research center 

"has become a feasible, practical reality as a major step in the 
·.~: 

implementation of the new spirit of ecumenism and interreligious 

understanding on an international basis which resulted recent ly in 

the adoption in principle of the declaration on the Jews by the 

Ecumenical Council. This Center will help carry out in a realistic 

way, wfth the aid of l eadi ng churchmen, theologians, social 

scientists, educators., and schol ars , the growing impulse to eliminate 

the religious roots of bias and prejudice . " 

The new institute in Rome, which is known as the Leonard M. 

Sperry Center for Intergroup Cooperation, is developing a program of 

examination of religious texts and teaching materials in countries 

throughout the world to determine how they portray various religious 

and ethnic minorities, including Jews, Mr. Friedman said. Tn~ Center 

is named for the late Los Angeles industrialist and Committee officer 

- more -

Morris B. Abram, President; Jacob Blaustein, Louis Caplan, Herbert B. Ehrmann. Irving M. Engel, Joseph M. Proskauer, Honorary Presidents; 

Ralph Friedman, Chaltmon, Executive Board; . Philip E. Hoffman. Chairman, Board of Governors: Nathan Appleman. Cheirmari. Board of Trustees; 

John Slawson. Executive Vice Presldenr. 

Washington office: 1012 14th Street, N. W .. Washington, D. C. 20005 • European headquarters: 30 Rue la Boelie, Paris 8, France • South 
American headquarters: Libertad n3. Buenos Aires, Argentina • Israel headquarters: Aehov Hashofllm 2T Tel Aviv, Israel. 
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who had long been active in interreligious affairs. 

Mr. Friedman announced that the Sperry Center has been estab~ 

lished at the International University for Social Studies,Pro Deo, in 

Rome, ~nd will work with the University, whose student- body and 

faculty come from many countries and include a broad representative 

range of the world 1 s religions. 

Professor Otto Klineberg, former head of the Department of 

Social Psychology .at Columbia University and an internationally 

known authority in the field, has ·been named as Co-Director of the 

Sperry Center, along with Professor Tulio Tentori of Rome, a leading 

cultural anthropologist -and editor of the Journal of Social Science, 

The Sperry Center program, already under way, has charted the 

following major objectives: 

1. Development of a program of education and social 

action to work toward eliminating the many misconceptions 

and distorttons that religious, racial, and ethnic groups 

have been perpetuating about each other and that have 

given rise to bigotry and prejudice. 

2. Creation of a library of positive interpretive materials 

about the various religions and ethnic groups for use by 

religious institutions, seminaries and ins·titutes. 

3. Development of a teacher's educational pr~gram to equip 

"instructors and social and religious leaders with new 

insights and necessary materials to help foster improved 

intergroup relations. 

The Executive Committee of the Sperry Center will be made up 

of the following members : Professors Klineberg and Tentori; Father 

Morlion, President of Pro Dao University ; Zachariah Shuster, 

Director of the AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 1 s European Office; Rabbi 

Ma~c H. Tanenbaum, Director of AJC 1 s Interreligious Affairs Depart 

ment , and Rev. Raul Gonzalez and Rev . Attilio Napoleone, research 

specialists. 

Mr. Friedman said that during the private audience with the 

Committee delegation l ast May, Pope Paul VI indicated his approval 

of the Center, then in the planning stage , and gave his blessing to 

Mrs. Sperry, widow of the Committee leader iq· whose memory the 

Center is being established. 
- more -
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Mrs. Sperry declared today: "With the encouragement of Pope 

Paul VI, the Sperry Center has taken on a vital significance for 

interreligious relations throughout the world.. The Sperry Center 

will be a living testimony and ·a great tribute to my husband whose 

life was devoted to advancing ·respect for the human person and to 

improving f'riendship among religions. 11 

Mr. Friedman declared that the Sperry Center is "both a vital 

outgrowth and a concrete ex~ression of the growing cooperation among 

the religious communities of the world. Within the same context 

that has produced the epoch-making Vatican consensus on the Jews, 

the Center's program represents a major advance in interreligious 

relations which can help create a new era of understanding and 

cooperation among the world's religions." 

The Committee official summarized the major areas of program 

of the Center, many of which are already under way: 

1. The Center t~aches the theory and techniques of human 

relations, with the Professor in Residence giving lecturGs 

.and providing for visiting lecturers. This part of the 

program has been arranged in cooperation with the exist

ing AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Chair in Intergroup Rela

tions at Pro Oeo University. 

2. The Center conducts research to help religious educators 

revise their teaching techniques and materials in order 

to root out expressions and distortions that cause 

prejudice . 

3. The Center issues publications and other background docu

ments for use by various religious bodies including 

universities~ parochial schools and related agencies. 

4. The Center develops and maintains relations with univers

ities and schools in various parts of the world and aims 

tostimulate and assist self-studies by religious groups 

of their teaching materials and methods. 

Two pilot projects have already been initiated in Italy and in 

Spain to promote self-studies of religious texts. In South America 

Father Bertrand De Margerie, S.J., President of the Conference of 

- more -
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Catholic Priests in Brazil and head of the Department of Religious 

Vocations, has completed a study on the image of Jews in Brazilian 

catechisms. 

Currently in preparation, Mr. Friedman announced, is a com

prehensive inventory and survey of significant interreligious devel

opments in Europe, Latin America, Israel and the United States. The 

survey, which is being conducted in cooperation with the AMERICAN 

JEWISH COMMITTEE Paris office, is· intended to spell out programs in 

planning stages or in operation in the areas of improved Catholic

Protestant-Jewish rel~tions through the examination of religious 

teaching materials and liturgy and thro~gh the examination of other 

media such as religious journals and audio-visual aids. In addi

tion, the survey will provide a profile of the extent and nature or 

Christian- Jewish interaction through dialogues and other forms of 

communication whose objective is to advance and improve Christian

Jewish relations. 

The AMERICAN JEWISH COMMI'l9rEE has long been active in stimulat

ing interreligious cooperation and understanding. In the United 

States, the Committee encouraged and helped sponsor a series of 

self- studies or religious teaching materials including: A .study of 

Protestant teac~ings at Yale Divinity School, a survey of Catholic 

textbooks at St. Louis University, a Jesuit institution, and an 

examination of Jewish . teachings at Dropsie College of Hebrew and 

Cognate Learning. 

During the early stages of preparation for the Ecumenical 

Council, Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Secretar.iat for the 

Promotion of Christian Unity and one of the principal architects of 

the Council 1 s declaration on the Jews, invited the AMERICAN JEWISH 

COM1~ITTEE to prepare three documents on the image of the Jews in 

catholic teaching and in Catholic liturgy as well as on issues of 

conflict between Catholics and Jews . 

The documents were prepared on the basis of the religious text 

book studies and findings , as well as on other research, with the 

help of eminent scholars and theologians repre·senting the Orthodox, 

Conservative and Reform J ewish viewpoints . Committee leaders had a 

series of audiences with Cardinal Bea in Rome and under the 

- more - , 
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Co11DDittee•s aegis the Cardinal met with a group of rabbinical 

leaders and scholars at the Committee 1 s Institute of Human Relations 

in New· York last year. 

Mr. Friedman declared that following the historic step by the 

Ecumenical Council' in i t .s closing days, "it is only natural that 

Jews all over the world look forward with expectation and belief 

that the Council will take the necessary ·steps to promulgate formal

ly the declaration which condemns the distorted conception of 

deicide and to end the bases of untold suffering to Jews and injury 

to Western civilization throilghout the ages.. We, of the AMERICAN 

JEWISH COMMITTEE, do not doubt that the spirit of the Church which 

implanted and developed this action will bring it to its success.t'ul 

conclusion. 11 
• 

The AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, established in 1906, is the 

pioneer human relations agency in the United States. It protects 

the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances 

the cause of improved human relations for all. 
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MORRIS B. ABRAM, President 

Mr. Morton Yarmon 
American Jewish Co111Dittee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York 22, New York 

Dear Morton: 

JanuaT)' 23, 1965 

1 have read the new text of the ''background report" on 
Vatican Council II, and find it generally satisfactory, 
except for a few suggestions for changes, which I am en
closing herewith. 

In addition, I should like to suggest that the preface should 
emphasize the fact that the declaration is awaiting its final 
adoption and promulgation at the fourth session; but that no 
matter what the results will be, the developments that have 
taken place in connection with it, and the efforts of the 
American Jewish Committee with regard to it, are already 

.. part of a historic process of radical change in Christian/ 
Jewish relations. 

This should be added in order that the pamphlet not become 
outdated in case of unfavorable actions at the fourth session. 

With all best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure Zachariah Shuster 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President ELY M. AARON, Chicago, Vice-President 
RALPH FRIEDMAN, Cl\m., becutive Board 

PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, Chm., Board of Governors 

NATHAN APPLEMAN. Chm., Board of Trustees 

MAURICE GLINERT, Treasurer 

LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President 
HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President 
IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorery President 
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President 
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Honorary Vice-President 
JAMES MARSHALL, Honontry Vice-President 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Honorary Vice-President 
RALPH E. SAMUEL, Hono!'llry Vice-President 
HORACE STERN, Honorary Vice-President 

MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore, Vice-President 
IRVING L. GOLDBERG, Dallas, Vice-President 
JACK A. GOLDFARB, New York, Vice-President 
DAVID LLOYD KREEGER, Washinston, Vice-President 
JULIUS s. LOEWENTHAL, New York, Vice-President 
RICHARD MAASS, White Plains, N. Y., Vice-President 
EARL MORSE, New York, Vice-President ORIN LEHMAN, Secretary 

ARTHUR D. LEIDESDORF, Assoc:lete Treesurer 

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vlce.Pn1sident FRED LAZARUS, Jr., Hon. Chm., Nat'I Advis. Council 

· NORMAN S. RABB, Boston, Vic~President 
JOSEPH ROSS, Detroit, Vice-President 
MELVIN M. SWIG, San Francisco, Vice-President 
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SUGGESTIONS CHANGES BACKGROUND REPORT VATICAN COUNCIL II 

In light of recent developments it might be potentially harmful to 
declare that Rabbi Heschel acted officially on behalf of the A.JC. 
The references to him should, therefore, in .my opinion, be elimin
ated. These references are: 

Para. 1, page 16 - The two sentences beginning "In an audience..,." 
and ending 11Spring of 1962." · 

Para. 1, page 20 - Sentenc_e beginning ''rhe not.ed theologian, •• " 
should be omitted. 

- Page 31 - Passage beginning with "A strong reaction ••• " and ending 
"Jewish sources." should also be eliminated. 

Page 35 - Dealing with Dr. Heschel 1s audience with the Pope must 
be eliminated, for the reason that it 1s both inaccurate and potent
ially harmful. 

Other changes suggested are : 

Page 9, last sentence - "By Gilling the Second Vatican Council ••• " 
should read ''he felt that the Second Vatican Council should provide 
an opportunity." 

Page 12 -- In mentioning Pro Deo omit the expression ''with close 
ties to the Vatican." 

Page 13,Une 3 - It would be preferable to say "on the failure of 
German Catholics" instead of the -general "Catholicism' failure." 

Page 33, last sentence, para 2 
tuted by "paralleled~· Ratified 
would not apply in the case of 
organlzation. 

" ,, 
- The word ratified should be substi-
is a formal parliamentary term which 
approving the program of a private 

Page 38 - The reference to President Sbazarfs statement should be 
eliminated, for this w~uld indirectly connect the declaration with 
Israel, ~omething which has to be avoided. 

.. -
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ln the r,,a~.eage ).;q .R(~.ena in Wh,lch St., . '.P~ oot·$ ·£.orth ttte. ~l·ati.qn 
be:1)5l)en Ch.rl~~ians ~ Jew.01 h0 o~Br.!l.~~ri0es tl1~, bona. ae' ·"'a.. ~sterlenfl 
en 'fihe .()ne i~a :ti• f:H~PQU.Sf!l:s an e4!iqha,~t,o1ogioal Vi~® t.1~~~ ~ 1s.~:1 
$hal~ ~~ .e:e..v~d (~om .• . l:')t'~h ea the. crtb~!r !'.:Q.nd·, . . h$ ~t~.$.~·s ·9ve:f' ~ 
fi.cY.ain -the, ~tel~""'~· · deail<I'""'~"'· :fll!li\d eanti.,;.,.·A~ 0£ the "lt\t)~ · .. Pm.':,in1 " ~t:l.'!t ~ . . . . . , .~'f~ . ~ --~ ,,. . . . nu..;.l.VJ . .. . l?~~ . ~~. ~ ~ 
'"a Se>'"na> 're..w.nenttt: - · · . . ·v~ ~,. . . ~. 

. 0·:t ·SSN. ~he~J Ba;tb God ·tlast awey U~· :pe:op).e,9 ~~tit ~orbtd~ .Fo~ $. . 
·~ &a~ an Israel.i ta-, . of ~lie ·.Bae& Q.f A'b~heJll;. of the t1'ibe e~ . . . 
Ei.p;~amir;i; ... ~o.~ l'u11'tll .nf)t 9a$t a.wag !µ.·a paopl~ wht.cb. l',le £orekntw (ll.~1~);,.- · 

0A$ -tf):U¢~~ thfiJ. t.11.~ntl()n,_ tb$y ~- beloveti ·:tor· -the fmithGJ;"S:• 
. $aL.~:,o For'taf.1· gttt0 of" G~u· ~· Wi.th®-t "p.e~tane~ ~}' (:11~28} " 

· Tb~ ten$i<m ®d the- .~sterlon ~ ~*>the~· .fl:~e.~~(!)ned by :.Pau1:•s 
. · ~~nlti<>tl• th$t. :th·e :<ll'e'av1tng Q.f 1·e~:;t. ~.t> .its :Qrie4:en1i bellet an& . 
i:tiJs· · ··non-aae.e,pt~ea ot Je.aus ii-a the •~0~001 ?fGI·~ in, ff,?,\et. foreot.aa;ine.d 
by G~f\t . . · · 

· 
0 ·II6'9.'G . they . ~tu.Jn'bl~d tha~ tliey ib.®J.d . f.~9 Gc>d fO:rbid,. but 

r,a,t}le:r through tiaeir. $QU ( '>ffmce) ~vatton $.$. o<~me: ·unto · 
the G:entilee~,u .. (llfll:) · · . 

. Ji.a. on¢ me.d.1t.$ite$ on ·the~~ pa.~aeg~-s.• end .. in P*l~ioulQl' on. the 
~~a~~ (p$"abl.e) .. ~g~t~ Israel $6 b~~ the e?Ltve t.re¢ vl~died 
by G~ and .(J~jti~- 'b~~· s~e(;l G~'o ~t (ft~~t . . n~t ag~nliJt· 
th~ . b~oh~~t ·· Ba't , :1.£ tho~. ~nae~ tla~ be'~·st not t;tle :itoti b\tt ... *~ 
-~f}t tne~u) ,. ~nf} i :e' eo.Ue:a ·to· ¢:l).1!QlU~e., v,i ~h the Ap~atle P~ . 
thr~,;t;. t1'l.so'f.ai'-· as ijhe $ll,t;t{)~ts.r b~~:Erin.· ·t)).e; Cbu~h ·and· t'he ~op·~ .&f ·. 
X·$~~1. :is -¢,0t,tq·~r4e<l,. 

·''O the. (i.$.,ptb.. o:f' t~e .~e.i.~~ both. o~ ~he vrJ.sdom Md mowle~ 
:~f Go(l l How ®-P~~h~l.e· ·~~ hie jU~'11i~~'tS·t ~l\?).q ~S ways .vai~:tt . 
f'~nA!i.~~- ·Ol1~\~ (l?Otn;. Ut-J))c,. · · · · · . 

. ~Ms ·is lie aey -a~ the ~h~r&l~•; Qi Ia~a .~ sal.'1'$tion lli.flto~· · 
1~ .atiU ·~ar. ~r~ ele~, en'l i:s ~-e~det (in ~b;;~l·tY' end '~~~c,u>,onoil~.a 
t(;)nd&ncie~t•" Since; ~he ~eolt¥.w on ·t~i~ question .h~~:r ·fl.~t b~n. tijUQ . 
:t.w·ste:J.U,~etlt} ~~ _i:a P~®~te ·t .() ~t;, ·fqt~th e. s:taterael'lt· ·in B ~ti~f· Ml! 
'iJ\l).Qmplet~ .fa~ien wI~el't cQntu~t' pQ.!;l$i~l.v . ¢olfi:pt'e!t~l;l~:. tlle c.omp~gx1tr ~f 
the pito\)leni ·¢f' thCJJ ·Sl~«~t&a .&vq¢ll~~. ~ie·aior.i of the Chu~ 
'tow~ t..l!e. Jews,~ · . · · 

· · ··It ~-$ al.Na.ey. e.~tltlnt tba'$. a lees ~h-. .. c".tn»~hGna1~ de91~~ia.on 
Wi. tb · ~gari . ·~o t~e. c.~ersitl)tl o:f' th0: J·ews t:n~t Will b~ ~ven wor1,(iWj;de 
·Q:.:~tent,iQn fdU ~e so~,~ mieur1ti0.~1f~otL .. It has be~n Wid.elq. ~~ed 
~~at the O·O\l'lild.11 l:tEie ~ue no tSpe·oi$io_c sta..temente M th. ~gard t~ the· 
d.Q.~~:~~Qn ·0:1' 't}le Prot.eatarr4$:; the· ll~ta·~, ()~l'!.O~O~:,. 'bhe ll!'"a!Sl.i~·si;.. . 
$1.t'\ !lth~r fl()n-Cbr~ etiat>.$:• 21u..a ha~ l.e,q; to .. m.uQXi' mi&mde,r$.~an:~·1".~g ~ 

· ··:~g~~~ ~~tic~ &1 tbe ;p·wtt o'P th0 •see~. of i;h~ ~rewicb· p.eoi}l• - . 
. -~ liil~ .. •~ VP _~<:i~.l tf.t~t. tb~ ~~·.be.~~~~~~~ ~hem· ®~· ~&.~· ~~(1ie1 
· . ~btj:eqt. ~'f o~e.~at~n w.~~e: Pana·•· a ~,~,Q~ o~e~~~ of ~~ltin.<'W . . 

·•*t1...l~ fulness . '1r' 'the ·&e.nu1ei.et. h£4e been ~£e~d t.~ only m gene:~lit1e.$ 
' ti-0 ·as not t() . gi'1T;l c;>ff enoe ·~ 
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on ·a · ¢li1~t~l ·an;d ae0io1at~ical level,_ J'..rsw~ appe·a.r t~ into'rp·re t 
tb~ :tnt$ntion <if' 0~o.t~~~ as ha~ t.?ie · ef.fe~t of :tea<l!llli ·to tile 1 
thtel., di.$.ppe-e;~oe· ot thai» 'J:'eligi,e~n ~ v~c~ li.s ~he foundat~.on \ 
Qf tb.~·11.t ~~~~Qnal. 1ail'4 .etlmiQ ;d.$~t,.i tu und ~,$te.nce ~- !'Qt:' a· d~&-laration 
o.~ the· o~uneil. wbJ:oh- i~ in1$ended , ab ·<>ns~ _ to :pu~:· ~ ~l'.'ld . ~9 th~ .. :· · 
hatre-~l .a.t the--J·ews-a.nt1 t .o· -1n~: ·~µ th¢· ~Qd:P:. ·af: Fo,pe P~. VI · · 
""t~e~in.g .~1Qt~~n$ . -~ :~. ;pap;p,- --~tl~'' . \)~·twee~. e~~l~'QEJ . ~ J'(f~$:, 

·a.-sp~oi~ ¢a$· ·Sh®1c1 ·b$ e~_re1~e:cll th-at 1'ihe Q.ppo@i t~,. ~~if .a-$ l'let t : 
aob.rieveid """ .fi~lu·i: if!re0:te~ .mi·st~f}t· -an.ct i11erea~~~ ~~·tpie,;t.on,,~, · 

.. . . ' . 
. . . ~ha- ~~h-~ ~s !~ \i'1~aew· ac~w:;ie.dg~4.• i~ ·o'Qli..g~ teta . by -tne 
l}~iJ;pel~ to ~~ - cmt i.t~ -me$i:e~ ta. ·br1~ .. aalvtvt~·on · t:0 ~1; ~nt 
~p.eluding th~ · JE)W~\'h _CQ'Uld n9t the~ the ~~l~ow~ i'()~ie. help 
eeluew tbe ~ooneiliatio-n of· both t-lleee ·riEHvf:u · . . . . , . . ' . .. .. . .. . 

. I . ·. . . . . . . . . 

. .· . Fi;·~t:j $h the: ol,l.aptA.!:r 0$ t'he · j$!?S · d$a.l ti.:t~ .-t~-t ·:s;Pe-qif1e and 
··. m~S;t :~ge11~- qu~~~i-on v;,h~ell\ aff~o~s : ~~1(3, ~U''7¥te· -~ ~~~ <1~1iY 
'. of t.ll~· Je~(;J;'.' n~~~'*'·: lei, /t.l.ie · ~outte:i.l Fa:t:ne~ d'.En~t.wey Qno~ Mel tor · 

." ~'W~S'.· t~e bamie 0£ 0.liti@.fle~tiGm Q:ld . Of anti..jt1wtfJ.b' ntti:tudG!!S and . 
b~nay-~0,r. ll"J .c.ond:S~M .. ;P.;oc~.s~v'\;i_·l;y- the ~ <?.f. th~ inaUth~µtie, . de~c.id~· 
tsaQtJ~· •d othe:t :&t-a'Qpt~~~ .o.f mo: dol!t~n~ l'/b:i.oh ~~ exploi:ted 
'fl:()' · tni~; . &~··- lti b~:gota '1ti1.d :ant:l~SEimtles... ;,· 

. . . . . ~ 

·:: . . · -: $¢eoncf.1 .-proolatill. : ·tile .miaa1<»1 -o.t vbe ·Chi.tr.oh· :t:o · -~he· whol~ ~f 
l'l~~-~,, · -·th~ p~·opl;~ Q~. G~d.~ . ~ql'1C11pg . J~V$;- . ~4Ual:!1ms~- .. ~~l~,~-a,, 

.. Qontµ~~s11.s:~ n~~~,,.~:nd. ·o1'b$;ra : (a~~ i .t 1~ t.le~·ss.~ to 
:$p_~C~~: -~~ · --~-· )'t &1; __ :~e 'dlg·a~ G~ tpe ·d~·6latt~tiqn· Oil . tll:e JS\1$· .. · . 

. and .Qtl:ieJ'· nc~ehri-$tie.ne1 · _ · . . . :. . . . . . 
. .· ~ • ·; . , I .· ~: _i • • ~ • • • • • - , • • . • • • , • : 

·.: -i~f¥o: th$:~$t•~: :~~ nt~Q: ·41.e;_oi.Ples· -of o.11 ·,_?$.fi;i.o~•-; · :b$1.pt.~-s1~ 
. .-: · : ~li$.m ·:~ the. )1~~ · .9f tne h~n~r ?4'ld <>f -'tile SOn :~ta _ ~:1- · 

t~ ·~o-~ . $1>.lrit-·o. ·t~ischil'lg. t-h.c&tn1 ·t~ o~aew~ au tkt~if 
I bfJ.VEi· -C:.G!l'ffil~da~,. ~-~.,~ -~ 9 

· - e~eit-~e.w. -a$1.i.~+t0 l 
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tradition of the Church, But the text suffers from a weakness in that 
inspiration is considered 0nly the .light of truth, i.e., iner rancy. WG 
ne.ed _to get a fuller explanation. Scri-pture is the word of God and W6 
know ~ that all v10rds go beyond their sirnpie expression. A wor d fulfills 
three functions: l) It represer.ts something; 2) It reveal,s the spee.kal' 
and his charac'ter; 3) It ie addressed to othe rs nnd provokes reactio~s 
in them. 'I'he \'iord of'. . God aC.mira.bly fulfHls these three functions . If 
we approach our appreciation o_f Scripture along these lines, then ,.,e; 
will ;,e able to understand Revelation correct!by, as something mu.:,{! meir>e 
than a series ~f disjoin~ed propositions setting forth tha trut~. We 
will express not only the negative ele~ents of inerra~cy, but will put 
strong emphasss on Scripture in a genuinely positive light. La!}tly, 
this approach wi ll provi de a better context for a clearer understanding 
of the idea of inerrancy i t selfQ 

,?.,,~ 2 . The fo l lowing obs ervatio n s make no distinction between the 
v parts of the text _wor k ed ou t by the Theological Commission and those 

which are the fru i t of t.he Mixed Commission. Th ese ideas are Pl1.:".'ely 
object i ve and presci nd from all o lb.her considerations. The tex t-would 
s · eem to be defective in one sense becsuse it does not pay s u ffi cierrt 

r attenti0n to t h e value of the Old Te.stament. The revealed b ooks o!' the 
I Old Testament presen t t o ·us especially a. unique school of praye::.· and 
/ also a school of ethi c3, while providing us with inspirin~ teachinRs on 
·( Divine Providence. This value is not put in sufficiently c l ear relief in 

the text . We should distin~uish between the books of the Old Testa-
; ment and the Old Tes ta.ment its elf as a special cnvenan t between Gnd and 
{ His Chosen Peonle. In many places the ~ -:- ...-1e of t~e text is vague, es

pecially when it all&des tn Scriptural texts without settin8 fort~ clear 
ideas dravm from these texts, The general Seri ptural t0ne of th9 d0cu
ment is most praiseworthy but is in some degrees lacking in clarity and 
continuity. Lastly, the text formulates a strong exhortation to all the 
faithful, espe-cially to religious, to read the Sacred Scriptures lest 
through ignorance of Scripture they end ur by being ignorant of Chris t 
Himself . It seems to r .eflect discredit to sex:ie degree on religioue tn 
insinuate that they are deserving of special menti0n a.s far a s the avoid·
ance of t his danger is c oncerned, 
(')tyc.sv0) . 

rtJ& 3 . The text i s mar ked by evident rich:aess, unity and fruitft:lness. 
J e , It makes Sacred Scripture s :and out as one link in a great chai-:'.1 of Reva~· 

l atio n · , not mer ely as a book falling down on men l'ro:n lieaven. Th.is . 
overal l view of Scriptur e and Revela tion ex~lains the marke~ diversity 

\ 
' 
I 
I 
I 

found in the Sacred Books, Es peci ally when we contrast the ~rophets of 
the Ol d Testament and Paul i n the New, we understand how Paul's training 
in t;he Rabb i nical Schools provided his teaching wi th a very spec~. al 
cha r acter. · ~evertheless, all the Sacred Books have a certain .affin-
it y and unity becaus e 0 .fhe overall purpose of Revelation, This makes the 
Bible recognized as the pr oper patrimony nf the Church as the heir of 
the People Df God in the Old Te~tament~ · 

.4 . The inerrancy of Scripture is explained as a cnnsequence of 
inspiration and is said t o cover whatever the Sacred W~iter inte:.ded , 
Through the literary forms etc . of his own day and age. -- But the que-a".;ion 
in inspiratinn is not. w~-ia t the Sacred Writer ir.ter.ded but wl::a"; (l.:>d 
intended through hir-.. God saw fit to make use 0f these writers nr,twi th
s t anding the errors to which they were exposed, errors which Vi ere r.e
garded as let.i timate in the ir own time. He used these writers for· the 
·~radual revelation o.f Himself and of His plar; nf Salvation until' the full .. 
ness nf His ple.n would be re_vealed in Christ in Whon: all err or i:.; ex
cluded . There is nothing to prl)ve tha~ I? ,-;·:.: ;;.;, ~ ;,;,:!<;d to inspire th·.= 
Sacred Writers in such a w.ay as to safE":guard them against any and a~.l 
error s current in their ~ime. The c~uncil should be on its ~uard not to 
make any statements which would be at variance with certain Biblical 
fac ts . 
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5.The new version of Chapter 5 , because it expressly intends to 
avoid disputed questions, remains ambigi!l.ous and leaves ~he door open 
to ~any dangers. The Council must re-affirm the historical character 
of Sacred Scripture, especially of the · Gospels , against exaggerated 
forms of present day interpretation . The text should be in keeping vii th 
the Encyclical 11 Di vino Afflan te Sp~ri tu11 as also with the · des ires ex
pressed by the Sacred Congregati"rn of Seminaries prior to the opening 
of the Council. In expressing misgi vinijs on thi_s point, the Sacred Con··· 
gregatinn announced imminent dangers. The Monitum nf the Holy ~ffice in 
1960 shou~a also hlso be taken into consideration because it would be 
foolish to think that in formu1at'i:nP-: thi"s .. Monitum. the Holy Office was 
merely dreaming. The Council should sedulously avoid whatever might 
hurt the consciences or th~ faithful and weaken the a uthority of the 
Sacred Books . 

6. The text· should declare clearly that the Sacred ·~vri ters of 
Sacred -ScriDture are its real authors insofar as they are the livin~ 
instruments of God. 

?. It is the duty of the Council, as it proposes old things and 
new, to leave doors open as it pursues the goal of the inner unity of 
the Ch~rch. In the field of Scripture, l i terary forms were k~own in ~h~ 
early Church, as can be demonstrated from the writings_ of .SL Augustine 
and St• John Chrysostom, The Church, now as then, can make us e of them 
to corroborate the things she has been teaching and to oQtain a more 
explicit knowledge· of new. elements coming to light now. The his t ori cal 
method can make a genutne contribution to a right knowledge of Scrippure 
if this meta od is correctly understood and applied. Instead .of saying 
that the Sacred Writers used "all their S'aculties and uowers',' it would 
be more exact t o say that they used "all their hUljlan faculties fl.nd 
poweEg. 11 The meaning Of Chapter 3 seems to restrict the sense of Secred 
Scripture to whe. t the Sacred Writer unders toed. It would be wrong to 
conclude that the understanding of the text on the part of the Church is 
always restricted to the degree of unders tandirig of the b :.'.;:;::. !1 author= 

8. 'Ihe Old Testament is described as restricted to tre hi-story 
of Salvation • . rlut there is not suffieient emnhasis on the fundamental 
element of the Old ·Testament,which is the Law, that Law .which Christ came 
to fulfill and in which St. Paul sums up the whole econ()my of tpe Old 
Tes.tament . Hence, the · text should make some mention of the Law ~ es ··· 
pecially of the decalogue. Besides, the text reduces Revelation to a 
prof,r~ssi ve experience,· while sayin~ n(jthing about the exigencies of the 
Revealed Wordo It is true that the 01c Testament contains many im
perfect and passing details, but the Old Testament i s not imperfect in i 
~elation to ~he Wo~d of God, but oniy in relation t~ the perfection · !I 
which has obtained in the Re vela ti on of Christ·. 

1 

9. The schema has excellen~ elements on the contribution of recent I 
research to the principles governing t he interpretation of Sered Script1~ 
But it is too weak and timid in declaring the pri~ciples of theological. 
interpretation. This is due l argely to the juridical and almost Mernin- , 
alist mentality which became so prevalent in the West and which tended t4 
make undu~ distinctions between things which should always ~e considered: 
together . Another reason for the difficulty was the problem or rising ;. 
above controversies betweEn Catholics and .t'rotestants, neither of whcm . 
were acquainted with the Ori~nt, Asia or Africa. We must come beck to 
the mystery of t he Church , which is the very hear of' this Council. We ! 

cannot separate the !Tlissionnof the Holy Spirit from that of the Incarnat$ 
word, nor separate ~cripture from Tradition living in the Church . . Tra- [ 
dition is the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, without which history j 
would be incomprehensible and even Sacred Scripture would remain a dead : 
l etter. Tradition must· be lived in the light of the Sacraments of the 
Collegial Episcopate. The Orient holds that Re velation was lived in 

segue.- . .. 
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in the mystery of the Church before it was put into words. 'I'he West 
has made t oo much effort; to put things into f9rmulaeo 'rhe fullness of 
this · mystery exceeds no.t merely theological formulation but even the 
letter of Sacred Scripture. 'the Council should stress · the n.ecessi ty 
oS' "Spiritual readin~ of the Scriptures" that · is reading in the Spirit . 
We must pay attention to the total vision of.the actinn of the Holy Spirit 
as .tie realized progressively in the Church the Witness to the coming of 
Christ. ' 

10. Chapter 4 pno~ides a good outline for a Christian tbanlogy .of 
the Old Testament. Modern principles of interpretation are not a priori 
opncsed to the Church and her doctrine. The schema does well to emp}J.a
size the value of Seri ptunie for all the faithful. This will go far toward::
di sprm1ing the lmngstandi ng accusation that t h e Church is afraid of 
Scripture in the hands of the faithful. · 

11. The text needs to .be amended in various plRces, because cer~·ai'r: 
passages fail to ~resent the doctrine of the schema with sufficient 
clarity and certainty. 

12 . T~e principles of interpretation laid .down in Article '19 are 
open to serious ob j ections. The tex·t states · that the Gospels give 
authentic witness· to the words and deeds of Jesus . Bow about the ot.heY's. 
who~ e words and deeds are related? In pri nciple, the text ·sets forth 
what is stressed by modern writers on the Gospel, but fai l s to make a 
synthesis with the teachings of Tradition. It is not sufficient to be 
:;;atisfied with only passarng Beferences to the 1viagisterium. of the Church. 
The re should -be great er stross on the importance of the lvto.gisterium, 
even the ~r<iiinary Magisterium in the interpretation of Sacr.ed Scripi:;ur·..:: ., 
The Council should is.sue a solemn Monitum that ·~krin :~nre schol ars· i n 
the i r modern a~~roaches should nnt lose s~ght of ~raditional int01·
pretations. 

13 . The text safeguards the historical f i delity 0f the Gospels and 
at the same t i me satisfies the demands of con too porary exeges i s. · Today's 
Scripture scholars insist that the teaching of th~ la~t 30 years, as · 
applied to various conditions of the Church, has undergone certain 
ddapta tions . Thus we can obtain a clearer knowlede;e of the Revelation 
of Christ and the t ruths which He promised t' o make known to us. There 
is no reason to exelude the written Gos o.els from the enlighte.ning influ
· ence of the Holy Spirit~ 

14. The dnctrine of the schema sh0uid be presented i n harmony with 
the recent instruct.ion of the Biblical Commissi0n . t is regrettable 
that the Epistles of the New Testament are referred to in the phrase, 

· !
1other Apostolic writings. 11 This is hardly sufficient to St. Paul as 
the main theoln~icam of the Christian religi0n . The text should be 
revised so as to put greateT emphasis on ~fl P~ul . 

15. We shotlld distinguish between Apostolic Tradition and Tra
ditionalism which should be avoided as a source of confus i on and · erro:::· 
in the Church. ·rhe word~ 11 Tradition, tt is ambiguous and hence not i:::.sar 
Its indiscriminate use leaves us open to the accusation that we sometJ.me<:~ 
fall back on Tradition as a means of explaining a.way in the skeletons o:f 
the closet of the Church. · 

'rhe meeting adjourned at 12 : 30 .• 
FINE 
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Clear Jews llm~ Report~d U~ging. Council to 
~ncla C&rdJr.al .SPellnum · :i.st ... "1!wr. now an esecu- a . CC?~ deiesatlon Just draft. which waa col\slderablr , :Mr. !;!Uver aald the AJC'1 

"made It; Clear" leu . tlW\ tlve U9111tant to M111or. Wag- . thoii.· '$le ha4. UJ1dert011e a stronge_r. , . hon~r preJllden~. JAMb 

, ,. . . .·. -· 

tl)tee weeks ai:o that i!e would· ner,' iilld the Caid!Dal hlld »l!U~ OJ>el'l!tlonsomeweelu . . M;r. Silver eml)b.a.slzed that Bia , an cUte executive 
\U8'l the ·Second Vat!~ dlocleilhd blll lnteuUona on earll.er. ·. . . he had not seen a \etter from vice-. real4ent, u,. . Jobu 
<li:cumenJcall · councU ·to Sept. 8, after bellll -asked· to. . H~w ver. cardinal· ·spell- HJil Elnlneli~e. "But hla word 8111-.y)oft, had bot)1 thanked 
withdraw lbr new di'atto doc11· . nul~ • del&pttob from tile man to Cl Mt. Silver lie knew IS iOOd enoUCh" at~·~ years Carlllnal Spellman for . bis 
ment on the Je'llJB al\d ni!:l· .Amert~ Jewb Comm!ttee. ,WJ),a&l. tp· delea'atton wan~ of cloi;e trtendablp in wblch, · atalid on &Ile Jewish declQ1'11-
etate the more torcetlll ~- ' '. ·h ,'"a$ellt" telephone eaU to see Ii~ abO'l1t and 1alit·he Mr. Silver eald, . ·eardlnal Uon. : · 

· d!atlon . ot antl·Selllitlsm · · fro.111 -~I Marc H. Tanen- · would Jlllt hill ytewa on the . Spellman· "neyer ,ziU8led me." 'Source.g at tbe Vatloan Sec-
orla'inallt proJ!IOSed 1Ut 7ear. ' ba\l.is·~i.tee eta4', · Jeww! q~lli.tatlon tn & Jetter · -Rabbi Tanenbaum, the ill· retarlat tor .Clui8\l&n . Unl~y · 

The Herald TrtbUne teamed I unt Mf. Silver io· Csrdl,niil to Romei · ! ~r-ttllat~ aff61ra dlffclbr .were quoted yest&J'da1 as gay. 
tbJ& :veaterdu frOID tbarles · f. ~with the request for The s~dlnal "m&de It clear .. . of the AJC, ;la. curreptly ill 1118 that the new version of . 

, H: SUver, former preMdeut of a "rendeavous.H . .-. .. to me.' i[€Stlver eald, that · Rome. A 'IPOkestD&D tor Car- the declarat.ton wouli1 be pre-
the Board of Bducauoti, who • 1:1111J1e11CO c:uMd blm- . he wolfl 88lt the Ve.ti~ dJnal _Spellman ,said 1esterday aented to the coucU today by · 
la Ill intllnate trteD4 of 'the. lldt. Mr. 81lv~ Uld; on the . CouncU ..to wlt.bdraw that · the Cardinal la st.111 · In Aucustln Cardln&l Bea, the 
Roman ·Cathollo Afcbblabop around tllr.t bll-l!AJ~ would . the ~· . tlon •and Ne wYork but Is expecte!f to , head of the secretulat, De-.. 
ol New York. · no~ ~ him to meet Wllil! debate 11\a~ the or~ leave tor Rome. aoorl. More 011 JEWS-P 1J 

t , ' • I' . t • .,,,.......,_ .. 11!1111~----~----'----------V'~··--------------'"!lll'""""""'-"'"""' .... -.. 

\,,~~ r ~d aearing of Jews 
rcontlnued from page one/ 

,, bate on the draft llf not. ex· 
pected to begin' until Monday. 

It he.a' been re~ t.hat 
many of the Aiperl<;tm blshOIJS 
at the Council hav,e a81'eed to 
opp0se ihe revls¢d schema. 
which Jewish sollrces believe 
places· Q.n. unfortunate em· 
p}\asls on th~ traditional 
Cat ollc hope· .ot conver~lr 
t ws to Ch.\"lstlanlty. 

. A pa.seage thR,t says . ·an 
sl)ould !be on their ·gual'd not 
c.o· tmpllte to th~ Jews or our 
time I.hat Which was per
petrated In the Pus!on of
"Chl'lst'1 ls regarded as car" 
rylng the Implication that · 
t he ·Jews in the ·tllne ot 
Ohrl•t bear the respon.slblUty 
f01· the Crucl.ftxlon. 

OppoaUlon fu the proposed 

decl11ratton · 1s so strong' 
some Je.,·lsh circles that 
prise has been expresse1 
Ral>bl Tannenbaum's - p1 
enc~ In Rome. Rabbi Josi 
B: Soloveltchlk, one of , 
foremost splrtlual and !nl 
lectual leaders of Amerl! 
orthodox Jewry l1as 
that Jews should deola: 
"moratorium"' on pllgrlm1 
to Rome. 

_ _J 

,, 

·~ 

.._ 

:/ 

__ :..:._ --· 



r 
I 

J 

~ 

;.....:. ................ 

·THE JEWS AND NON-CHRISTIANS 

'ADDRESS OF THE MOST REVEREND 'JOHN CARMEL HEENAN 
ARCHBISHOP · OF . WESTMINSTER 

It is not surprising that the 'Jews have received the . 
new version of the Declaration 'De Judaeis' without marked 
pleasure. The earlier pronouncement about the J .ews in 
the Schema on ecumenism was made public during the second 
session of the Council and in consequence its terms are · 
well known to the Jews .• · It is natural that they should 
now be asking why certa;in changes have been made. It is 

'.impossible not to not:i,.ce a subtle difference· j,.n the 'tone 
·and spirit of the new· version. In its present form the 
Declaration seems less forthcoming and less friend~y. We 
of the Secretariate for Promoting Christian Unity_prepared · 
our text keeping in mind the hundreds of comments made .between 
sessions <by the Fathers of the Council. .The wording of the · . . . 
document now in your· hands is not precisely ours. 

I have no idea which theologian$ were charged with 
drawing up the final draft of this Declaration. Let me· say 
quite plainly tha.t I have _no suspicion of any kind that they 
set out to make our words less warm or our approach les~ 
generous. It is quite possible that these theologians have 
had little experience in ecumeriical_affair.s. Such delicate 
material has to be handled with great . care' and even $ubtlety. 
This is e.specially true when dealing:wi th the Jews whom 
frequent persecut.ion has made particuiarly sensitive . 

. This sensitivity may well be the reason why the Jewish 
newspapers. have complained so bitterly about the quptation 
from the· Epistle of St.Paul. to the Romans: "I Would not 

I . '. . 

hav~ you ignorant, brethren, of this mystery .•. • blindness 
has fallen upon a part of Israel but only until the · tale ·of 
the G~ntile nation~ is complete, then the whole of Israel 
.wiJ-1 find salvation .... . 11 The Apostle of the Gentiles is · 
here using what we call eschatological languag.e. He is 
referring, in other words, to the end . of the world when, it 
is hoped, all men, including the Jews, w'ill return to .the ' 
unity o'f the true people of· God. I h.ave no doubt in my own 
mind that this quotation was deliberately chosen as a proof 
of our brothe~ly love and desire for union with all . the other 
sons · o.f God . It is my view that the Jews are mistaken in 

. regarding this text' a 's -a. · summons forthwith to give up their 
·religion. 

'""--. { 
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2. 
I must add, however, that the question o 

whether of individuals or of wh~le communities, 
place in the context of ecumenism. The object o 
~cumenica~ Movement is to lead.people of different 
to examine each other's beliefs. Neither party in 
dialogue has any am.bi tion to scor_e victorie~. ·- -Its obj 
is for all to grow in mutual understanding and esteem. 
That · is why in discussing Christ-ian 1,Jni ty the Schema made 
mention of conversion either of the Orthodox in the East or 
of non-Catholics in the -West. Our hope, nevertheless, of · 
the return of all the brethren of Christ to the one fold 
remains strong. · Our Separated Brethren pray no less 
earnestly than ourselves that led· by the Holy Spirit all will 
eventually be united in -one Church. 

. However good the intentions of those who-inserted this 
quotation from St.Paul's Epistle to the Romans, the fact is 
that it_ has been taken badly by the Jews. For ·me this is· a 
sufficient reason for removing the quotation from the 
Declaration. Notice that in the same Declaration when 
talking about other non-Christian believers - such as the 
Moslems - no word is said about converting them. Here are 

-the exact words of the text: "Although.their opinions and 
doctrines diffe·r from ours in many ways, nevertheless in 
many _ things they show a ~ay of that Truth which enlighten~ 
. every man coming into this world". But s_urely if these other 
non-Christian religions possess a ray of Truth, the ' Jewish 
religion has much more since it is in a way the root of our 
own Faith. Pope· .Pius XI once said: 11 We are all semites". 

I want to end with a word about the famous question of 
' · deicide. In the earlier version of our Document the- Jewish 

people was abso.1 ved from the crime of deicide. ,We must · never 
_forget that the text was published t'o the whole world. If, 
therefore, this absolution is deleted· the interpretation will 
be made that· the . Fa~hers of the Council, having had a year 
to think it over,- now s'olemnly judge that the whole c]"ewish 

, people - at least those alive at the time of Christ's death -
·are,. in fact, guilty of the crime of deicide. 

The Jews during this .century have suffered grave and, 
indeed, inhufilan injuries. In the name of Jesus-Christ Our 
Lord who from the cross forgave his executioners, I humbly · 
plead that this Declaration of ours shall openly proclaim 
that the Jewish people as such is not guilty of the death of 
Our Lord. It would certainJ,y be ,unjust in our own day if all 
the Christians of Europe .were judged guilty of the death of 
millions of Je.ws in Germany and Po1and . I maintain that 
it is n_o less unjust to condemn the whole Jewish people for 
the death of Christ. 
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