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'Buxim ‘my vﬂ:aiz to Rme. last. sﬁak X had mngzmy sonvergations with
various personzlivies, including members of Cardinmsl Bea’s Secvet-
_aria& for ¢hz$&tlaa Uhity, tegatdtng eur—matter at the Ecumenical

?he canceneua ef apiniaa mas thst at this mament zﬁe outlook 16 véry
Eavorable; {nasmich as cardinsl Bea is prepared to submiz the declar-
ation on the ‘Jewloh aubject == which was drafted and adopted by the
Secretariat under his lmdezstﬁ.p == ond ha is hopeful t:hat t!m @a jor-
ity of ehe Gems.l ‘will wae in iawr of. i.t., ; ;

X also was infermad that ?age Paal ﬁ! wmade it alenx thag ha approvas

the g(meml lige taken by Pope John XRIIX and Cardinal ‘Bea with ye~

gerd to attitudag towavd Jews and ?.he practicai staps l:o be takan by
' the cmmcn on t.hia iaama. ;.

.&ﬂeotdi% &6, miomatiem 1 mceivad fmze re!iable aouzess m Rme
- the esaeﬂtial elamanta aﬁ aha daclaratiap_gpwdeus which wili be pra=
. gented to the Council ara a& Goilows: _

A wlm aﬁimﬂon that Ghzantaaaicy haa mgaé fmm .mdeiem apd
mr!.ginam from the Jwieh religlon and history: that the founders
of Christianity wore persens bern in s Jewish envivonment and spirit;
that the Church was alvays mspeeﬁﬁul to the Jewich people. It them
By in cléearese verme that the. Chureh. rejects the gecusation of
. doicide mede agoinst the Jewo; that it deploves amii-Semitism 4n pact
. .oed pregent -times; dud comcludes with a statement deplorinmg the per-
..Boeutions of -Jews and deaiaﬂna amthem any person wlm hns cmmapa
é?or pexaecuEea ghﬁ Jawa. v
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I expect to have the text of this atatement very: ahortly, and shall
forward it to you.. 'y B Pl g PR By B

As to the questionnof when<thia4dec1aration will be presentad to i 
the Council,: it ‘isfelt that it might icome up,some ‘time in, the middle
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CONFIDENTIAL

NOT FOR PUBLICATION March 26, 1964

TO: MEMBERS OF KEY LEADERSHIP GROUPS
FROM: MORRIS B. ABRAM, PRESIDENT

I am sure you will be happy to know that the atmosphere in
Rome and throughout the Catholic world generally seems more favor-
able now for passage of a schema which incorporates a chapter on
Catholic-Jewish relations than it did when the second session of
the Ecumenical Council adjourned last December. You were apprised
of the situation at the time by my late lamented predecessor,
A. M. Sonnabend, when we publicly expressed our disappointment that
the decree had not been adopted in principle.

According to latest reports from our European Director,
Zachariah Shuster, the decree presented to but not acted on at the
second session has since been redrafted for the third session, due
to start in September, after hundreds of amendments had been sub-
mitted by the Council Fathers to Augustin Cardinal Bea, President
of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. .Reliable
sources indicate that in the redrafting the decree has been signifi-
cantly strengthened.

Throughout thls period of redrafting, we have continued to
work closely wlth Catholic authorities in the United States, Europe
and Latin America. Recent reports from our offices in Rio de
Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Buenos Aires of interviews with Cardinals
and other prelates and with promlnent Cathollc laymen reveal full
understanding of the need for a decree on Cathollc-Jewlsh relations
at the next session of the Councll. Similar reports have come
followlng meetings with top Cathollc prelates in European countries,
notably France and Belgium.
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In recent weeks, AJC representatives have met with Cardinals
Cushing, Ritter and Spellman and have communicated with Cardinals
Meyer and McIntyre. Meetings have also been held with a number of
the most influential Archibishops, Bishops and Periti (council
theologlans or experts). These consultations have confirmed the
findings of an AJC survey of the diocesan press in the United States
to the effect that the American bishops are overwhelmingly committed
to favor the Jewlsh decree and will support 1lts enactment at the
third session.

Meanwhile, we are looking beyond the day when a decree con-~
demning anti-Semitism has been officially approved by the Catholic
Church. Through the generosity of the famlily and friends of our
late colleague, Leonard M. Sperry, National AJC Vice President and
for many years Chalrman of the Los Angeles Chapter, an intergroup
education center has been set up at the International University
for Social Studles (Pro Deo) in Rome to be known as "The Leonard M.
Sperry Center," The purpose of this center is to develop programs
of education to end mlsconceptlions about Jews and Judaism in the
teachings of the Catholic Church. Such work can be of historic
importance.

In thls country we are working actively with the National
Council of Catholic Men, the Sister Formation Conference which serves
180,000 teaching nuns, and an entire network of Catholic colleges
and semlnarlies, The Pius XII Religious Education Resource Center,
to whom Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum serves as consultant, has just pro-
duced 1ts first textbook on religion intended for diocesan parochial
schools which dramatically incorporates this revised Catholic view
of Jews and Judaism.
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FEATURES

October 11, 1963

BY BORIS SMO
(Copyright, 1963, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

ECUMENICA L. DISC USSIONS: Leaders of major American Jewish organizaticns
are watching with utmost interest the proceedings at the present session of the
Ecumenical Council,, . They see’in the discussions signs which may lead to a new

i n the Catholic Church and the Jews,...As the dis-

ends are noted: a liberal and a2 concervative...The

cussions develop, two
iberal elements ng the more than 2,200 participating Council Fathers,
advocat sideration of representations submitted by the American Jewish

and the World Jewish Congress,.,The: conservative element is cool

e Jewish representations...A dominant factor will, of course, be the stand

of Pope Paul VI...While Jewish groups were certain of ‘the attitude of the late Pope
John XXII, who was outspoken in his friendship to Jews, they are not as yet
certain about Pope Paul VI, .. This is because Pope John, when he spoke of the -
Jews, did not hesitate to state that he comsidered ti:ern his '"brethren",,.Pope
Paul, however, merely assures his esteem for them and says that they are "in-

‘cluded in his -thopg hts'...At the same time he goes out of his way to emphasize

at the Ecumenical Council that the Catholic Church sees in the Jewish religion

"o missions, insufficiencies and errors"..,Whate-ver side effects the discussions a2t
the present Council session may have on the "Jewish questien," it seems that basic
suggestions advanced by Jewish organizations will definitely not be taken up at
this session which will adjourn at the endof December,,.However, they may be

taken up at the next ssion in 1964,..

g & o8

OPTIMISTIC OUT LOOK: There is good ground to believe that the Ecumenical
Council will eventually go on record, in one form or another, as condemning
anti-3emitism, , , But will word come from the Council that the popular Christian
beliefs about Jews and Judaism are wrong from a dogmatic point of view?.., Major
Jewish organizations in the United States hbpe that the Council will make it clear

to the Christian world that it is erroneous to say and believe that Jews carvy

the major responsibility.for the crucifixion of Jesus,,,They also hope that the
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Esumenical Council will acknowledge the historic debt of the Catholic Church to
Judaism,..And, above all, they would like to see anti-Jewish comment elimi-
nated fram Catholic teaching and litufgy. ..The Ecumenist, a semi-official Catholic
organ, expressing the view of the liberal elements within the Catholic Church,
finds the Jewish requests justified,,,It admits that the New Testament doctrine

on the Jews has been misrepresented by the Church in certain liturgical formulas...
"V'e have drawn a picture of the Jews which arouses conterppt and misrepresent

their role in the Scruptures, " the Ecumenist says 'open/ly,..That this picture,

gious training, must be corrected ia clear to the progressive elemeats among the
participants of the present Council session.,.It is not so clear to the conserva-
tive elements whose ranks include certain American cardinals, ., Pope Paul VI
himself is looked upon as a progressive, pledged to follow in the steps of bis
predecessor, the beloved Joha XXII...He has shown that he intends to introduce
in the Catholic Church a wide program of democratization and modernization, ..
Ard no such program would be complete without evaluating the Catholic-Jewish
relations, .. This explains why Jewish leaders in the United States are.at presem
wvery optimistic that from the -Ecumenical Council--whether at this session or at
the session next year--something good will comeout for Jews despite pcesible

resiciance of the conservative elements.,.

4 % % % A

. /IS'J'PER FICIAL STUDY: # superficial analysis ef the Jewish press in the United
| Siates--containing factual inaccuracies and questionable opinions--is part of a

book just published in this country under the title "The Religious Press in Amer-
ica',,.The book, issued by Holt, Rinehart and V. inston, Inc,, deals with the
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish press, and the Section on the Jewish press is
written by Rabbi David W. Silverman.,,.Instead of dealing with the Jewish rek-
gious press only, Rabbi Silverman has chosen to deal also with the Yiddish presws
and with the English-Jewish weeklies which he terms "a-denominational' press,..
The result is, that he exaggerates on the influence of the official religious
magazines published by the Reform and Conservative central bodies, and under-
estimates the growing influence of the English-Jewish weeklies,,, What he does
not realize is that the English-Jewish publications, about which he writes with a
sneer, are being redad in several humdred thousand Jewish homes throughout the
country, ., In his chapter on the English-Jewish monthlies he fails even to mention
such repufable magazines as the National Jewish Monthly which has the largest _
circulation in the country; the Jewish Frontier, om of the best Jewish publica-
tions; The Hadassah Newsletter, which reaches more than 200,000 Jewish homes,
and other publications of influence...AS8to the Yiddish press, the author displays
his ignorance by citing B, Z. Goldberg as one of the ''gifted literary artists being
employed by the Jewish Daily Forward=- Mr, Goldberg never worked for the For-
ward; he also lists S, Dingol, who is dead, as oneof the editorial talents 'still
active' inthe Yiddish newspaperdom,,.Magyof the observations which Rabbi Silver-
man makes on the Yiddish and English-Jewish presis can easily be disputed and in
anumber of instances he simply failed to check his "facts',,,His study of the
Jewish press, as published in the book, can hardly be taken serio:.:slg,; by any stu-
dent of Jewish life who has read earlier studies on the subject and more fundamenta

evaluations of the Jewish press in this country,,,
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The AJC welcomes the decree condemning anti-Semitiam which has been
introduced at the Ecumenical Council as a milestons in the continuing struggle
for understanding and mutual esteem among men of all faiths. While the Roman
Catholic Church has expressed opposit.iop_ to anti-Semitism on other occasions,
this decree represents the most far-reaching effort to confront this ancient
avil, Hhich has been the cause of uns:peakable tragedy to our people for 2,000
years, ‘I'he{ dee.ree not only attacks anti-Semitism and ‘conderms the persecution
of Jews as anathema in the eyes of the Church; even more significant its cone
demnation of the invidious charge of deicide = the frightful accusation that the
Jews are a people of "Christ-killers" - makes clear that Catholic faithful may :
find neither justificestion nor support for acgbi-Semitism in the teachings of their
faith., We believe that the chrificatibn- of.. the Church's doctrine on this ieeue'
is a cruciaé.‘ contribution to eliminating cne of the deepest and most subtle
sources of ant.i-Semiti‘sm“sthroughout history.

Tsrds -

ot h’e prayerfully hope that the Ecumenical Council will take affirmative
action on this decree, and that the Church will find the means of implementing

it in the minds and hearts of Catholic faithful in every part of the werld.
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October 15, 1963

Dsar Zach:

Inclosed is a copy of the AJC draft statement on the

forthcoming Decree, Xindly let us know =- by cable or

phicne,; depending on the time factor -~ of any changes

you maks so that our owa copiles here wlll coincide with
. yours,

We are still uncertain as toc The details of the proposed
vress conference here for we are understandably concerned
not to take any steps that would provide emmunition to
the cpposition. That of course is the background of
David's memorandum, also enclosed, _

Cor&ially yours,

Morton Yarmon
Director of Public Relsations

¥r, Zacharish Shustex
c/o Hotel Mediterraneo
15 Via Cavour

\\\\ Home, ITALY

e e e
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Zachariah Skhuster
David Danzig

LI 1)

.

Tacne Conversation regarding Press Conference”

; YWe must assume thal we canncob control the direction

which a prress conference will take. We must be prepared theres
fore to saswer such questiona es the fcoilowing waich could
possibly a isge ,

1. Did AJC have anytaing U0 €2 with preparatory work
- in conunectioz with the statemeant oa dewa?

0

2. Did weThave ary previous contact with Cardinal™Beéaz
in this coansction?

Z. Do we heve any novion ag to.wkat will take place after
the decrece has been passed?

4, 1t hag beexn rumored that varicus Jewish organizations
nave gubmitlied gtatements o the Commissicn, Has AJC subnitted

a memor“LLLﬁ <o the Commisgion? II so, what is the conteat of
that memcrandum? «

Knowing th@”ﬁké%ic 3 prass, » problenm will be to handle
&irzet questicas zuch 2 i“i:u:'*e wh¢ﬂ“ ~;“l be of the most frank and
prooizsg kiad. Please consider waethey cur answers might be harmful.

Please let us hear froam you as £2302 as possible.

L0/neco
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Tho lfmerican Jewish Commivtee welcomoesz tihwe Decree setiing

f)

b

SUSETENS W A
ferth the

‘oman Catholic Church's nosition regarding the Jewish

people,; which has been intrecduced at the lcumenical Council, as

& mLllostone in the continuing endeavor for understanding and

mutuel estecm awong mon of all faiths, The Church has condemned

antl-Semlitism on previous occasione,' This Decree not only condemns

this ancieﬁt ovil, whiéh even in our own timoe has been the cause

of unspeakable tragedy for our peopla,_bﬁt makes vitally clear to

Catholics that they will find no justificatlon for anti-Semitism

or hostllity toc the Jewish pebple in the teacnlngs of their failth,
In most solemn terms the Decirece condemns as unjust and in-

Juous the invidious charge against the Jewlsh peonle of deicide ==

the frightful accusation of a contianuing Jewish gullt - and

‘raaffirms that all men were the cause of thoe death of Jesus,

iMoreover, the Decree goeg much further in explicitly declaring as
"anathoma" in the eves of tho Church those who act in contra-
dictlon with these fundamental princinles of the Cathollc faith,
and_?@o hold in contempt or persecute Jews,

’ We praycrfully hope that the Icumenical Council, this

o

iatoric gathorlng of the Church's f{athers, will teke alffirmative

‘action on this Decree, and that the Church will find moeans of

implemonting 1t in the minds and hearts of Catholilce falthful all

ever tho world.

Cotobor 15, 1963
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CONFIDENTIAL

NOT FOR PUBLICATION

TO:

FROM:

MEMBERS OF KEY LEADERSHIP GROUPS

A. M. SONNABEND, PRESIDENT

October 17, 1963

The front-page report from Rome in today's New York Times, that a pro-
posed decree condemning anti-Semitism and repudiating the accusation of deicide
("God-killers") against the Jewish people is about. to be introduced at the
Ecumenical Counecil, is a cause of intense satisfaction to.the American Jewlsh
Committee and leads us to believe that we are about to witness the beginning
of a new era in Catholic-Jewish relations.

In view of the importance of the reported development, it seems appro-
priate for us to bring up to date the confidential report about the activities
of the American Jewish Committee that was sent to you in August, 1962, in a

memorandum titled "The Ecumenical Council and the Jews."

In that report we discussed the religiocus roots of anti-Semitism, we
provided the background information about the Ecumenical Council that had been
called by the late Pope John XXIII, and we outlined the interreligious activi-
ties of the American Jewlsh Committee -- in general as well as in regard to
the Council that was then about to meet.

We told of important meetings AJC representatives had held with high

Catholic officials in Rame, in other parts of Europe, and in the U.S.

And we

outlined specifically the three historic memorandsa that, with the encourage-
ment of these Catholic officials and in consultation with scholars and theo-

logians from the three branches of Judaism, we had submitted.

In brief, these

three memoranda analyzed references to Jews and Judaism in Catholic textbooks
in the U.S. and other countries, detalled offensive passages in Catholic
liturgy, and focused on the "Christ-killer" doctrines and the need for a perma-
nent body to deal with means of bettering Catholic-Jewlsh relationships.

A. M. SONNABEND, President

MORRIS B. ABRAM, Chm., Executive Board

RALPH FRIEDMAN, Chm., Administrative Board
WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Chm., Nat’'l Advisory Council
MAURICE GLINERT, Treasurer

ARTHUR D. LEIDESDORF, Associate Treasurer
ORIN LEHMAN, Secretary

JOHMN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President

LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President

HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President
IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Honorary Vice-President
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Honorary Vice-President
JAMES MARSHALL, Hongrary Vice-President
RALPH E. SAMUEL, Honorary Vice-President
HORACE STERN, Honorary Vice-President ’
FRED LAZARUS, JR., Hon. Chm., Nat'l Advis. Council

ELY M. AARON, Chicago, Vice-President

. MAX WM. BAY, Los Angeles, Vice-President

IRVING L. GOLDBERG, Dallas, Vice-President

JACK A. GOLDFARB, New York, Vice-President
PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, So. Orange, N. J., Vice-President
JULIUS S, LOEWENTHAL, New York, Vice-FPresident
RICHARD MAASS, White Plains, N. Y., Vice-President
EARL MORSE, Mew York, Vice-President

NORMAN S. RABB, Boston, Vice-President

JOSEPH ROSS, Detroit, Vice-President

LEONARD M. SPERRY, Los Angeles, Vice-President



In the year that has passed since the Council first met, we have con-
tinued our relationships with Vatican authorities. Beyond that, we have been -
involved in a number of other vital activities.

Visit of Cardinal Bea

Foremost of these was the visit of Agostino Cardinal Bea, President
of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity of the Ecumenical
Council, to the U.S. in March, 1963. On that occasion the Cardinal paid a
visit to the American Jewish Committee, where he met with our officers and a
small group of eminent Jewish theologians, scholars, and religious leaders,
including representatives of the Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform movements.
At this informal, confidential meeting, held at our Imstitute building, an
unprecedented event in the history of Catholic-Jewlsh relations, there was a
candid exchange of viewpoints on issues and problems between the communities of
the two faiths, and the prospects for resolving them.

On the following day the AJC helped arrange a historic agape (fraternal
banquet) under the auspices of the American Council for the International i
Promotion of Democracy Under God in honor of Cardinal Bea in New York. Based
on the theme "Civie Unity and Freedom Under God," the banguet featured major
statements on freedom of consclence by Cardinal Bea, U.N. Secretary-General
U Thant, U.N. General Assembly President Sir Muhammed Zafrulla Kahn, Rev. Henry
Pitney Van Dusen of Union Theological Seminary, and Rabbi.Abraham J. Heschel of
the Jewish Theologlical Seminary of America. Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos,
Cardinal Cushing of Boston, Governor Rockefeller, and Mayor Wagner also
participated.

AJC's ongoing relationship with Vatican authorities also proved helpful
in meeting certain emergency situations. When Father Gustave Weigel stated at
a public meeting late last spring that a proposed Ecumenical Council schema
condemning anti-Semitism had been dropped, and would probably not be voted on
because of objections from Arab govermments, AJC's Buropean Director was able
to secure an immedlate correction from Vatican authorities. These sources
maintained that the declaration regarding Catholic-Jewish relations had not
been dropped from consideration and that Father Weigel's statement was unauthor-
ized. Father Weigel thereupon declared himself "happy" to stand corrected,
and requested the AJC to issue a statement in his behalf clarifying the situation.

Although Father Welgel's statement did have some repercussions in the
religious community in the U.S., we believe that the speed with which the rumor
was stifled prevented an embarrassing incident from developing into & harmfully
disruptive event.

Articles in ILondon Observer

An important clarification of the substance of the problem of the
Christian roots of anti-Semitism was contained in two articles published by
the influential London Observer on August 11 and 18, 1963. The first article,
"Removing the Stain of Guilt," was by Zachariah Shuster, European Director of
the American Jewish Committee, and the second, "Rooting Out the Fatal Myths,"
was by Lady Barbara Ward Jackson, eminent Roman Catholic journalist and eco-
nomist. The articles were reprinted in booklet form by the Observer ltself

- S



at

and led to significant positive comment in leading Catholic periodicals here
and abroad. Copies of the articles and additional background material were
made available by the AJC to the 240 bishops of the U.S. hierarchy before
they departed for the second session of the Ecumenical Council in Rome.

Between the first and second sessions of the Council, AJC lay and
professional persons met on many occasions with Cardinal Bea, and individually
with the American Cardinals as well as Cardinals abroad, winning support of our
cause., Meetings were also held with numerous archbishops, bishops, Catholic
theologians and writers here and abroad.

In all our representations, AJC has belleved that this self-examination
on the part of the Catholic Church is a matter in which pressures or public
declarations are inappropriate. Indeed, the above matters, most of which are
confidential, have been conducted with complete discretion. (The comment by
Zach Shuster in the attached Time story was made in response to a request by
The Times correspondent. )

In formulating our documents and expressing our viewpoints, the
American Jewish Committee has collaborated with or drawn upon the significant
scholarship of a number of individuals who have made important contributions
to this cause, such as the late Dr. Jules Isaac and Father Paul Démann, both
of France; Father Gregory Baum of Canada, Dr. James Parkes of England, Mme.
Claire Huchet Bishop of France and the U.S., and Dr. Eric Werner, Latinist
and expert in Roman liturgy, of New York. We have also worked closely with
Jewish-Christian amity organizations in France, Spain, Germany, Hclland, Italy,
and South America.

It is important to stress now that our work has really just begun. A
decree must be introduced, then voted upon favorably. The positive views on
Jewish-Catholic relations expressed by Pope John XXIII and more recently by
his successor, Paul VI, along with the continued sympathy and understanding
of the salntly Cardinal Bea, give us reason to be hopeful. But even when
these stages of introduction and approval by the Council have been passed,
there is the responsibility -- and historic opportunity -- of implementing
a decree through creation of a special body. This work will engage our staff
and our resources for many years and in many parts of the world. Meanwhile
we are privileged to have had the opportunity of making a contribution in
what can rightfully be considered a historic turning point in the 1,900 years
of Christian-Jewish relations.



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE

FOREIGN SERVICE -10~ MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1963

SECRETARIAT CITES NO DECISION IN
DISTRIBUTING DOCUMENT ON JEWS

By Religious News Service (10-21-63)

VATICAN CITY (RNS) -- The Vatican Secretariat for Promoting
Christian Unity issued a statement here confirming that it had completed
the draft of a document on "the purely religious relations between
Catholics and Jews" and submitted it to authorities of the Second
Vatican Council.

It said these authorities, who "are the only ones competent for
its printing and distribution" to the Council Fathers: "have go far mdde
no decision about its distribution or the manner in which the document
should be introduced to them,"

The secretariat, headed by Augustin Cardinal Bea, explained that
its statement was "in answer to guestions which have been raised
because of certain articles appearing in the daily newspapers,"

After reading the secretariat's statement, members of the U,S,
Bishops' press panel explained that "the competent Council authorities"”
referred to were the Coordinating Commission of Seven Cardinals, and
the four moderators of the Second Vatican Council,

A member of the panel meanwhile deplored gossip and guesswork in
connection with the statement on Jewish-Catholic relations, the draft
of which was begun two years ago and submitted in final text last June,

"The secretariat,'" he said, "feels that it is not helpful to have
gos on such delicate matters, The best thing is to let the authori-
ties makéup_their minds on the time and the ways to make the document
known. The matn-thing is to avoid gossip,"

A member of Cardinal Bea's secretariat later told a Religious News
Service correspondent that the document has no political implications
and cannot in any way be interpreted as an answer to "The Deputy," a
play by the West German author, Rolf Hochhuth, which charges that Pope
Pius XII failed to denounce the Nazi slaying of six million Jews,

Such speculations had appeared in Secular newspaper reports
concerning the document,

The secretariat member said the document is a page long, It
consists, he stated, of a brief introduction of a general nature
ondemning the violation of human rights and freedoms, intolerance,
discrimination, etc, The rest is devoted to the Church's attitude
toward Judaism and no other non-Christian religion is specifically
mentioned,

He said that until the "Council authorities'" make and announce
their decision, it is impossible to foresee the form in which the
document will be presented,

It could be inserted, he explained, in one of the draft decrees or
schemas, and in that case the one on ecumenism would appear to be the
most appropriate. But it could also be inserted in the schema on "The
Church in the Modern World," or even be submitted to the Council
Fathers out of context -- in other words as a separate item. In that
case, it would probably not be called a decree because of its brevity,
but a *“declaration." “s

PAGE -10-
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Hare H, Tanenboum

Abbacued aro coples of the Pentes of dables somt lant evening
etober 21 to Uardinal Tea.

in additlion to those, cables expressisg spprecistisn wers
sent the weelk befere by fno orls Counsil of z%gmgr:ms {the
internsiyionnl Corpsrvative movermnt), and the Unitsd Bynagegus
of America (ths Unitos ftates Uonservaclve groupl.

- Ue have not siked cothey Jeulsh groups o send similey cablses
begaune 4% wes fell that an explosicn of such cables ﬁn.k‘iaﬁ place
at tho same Clmp would sppear o be t6o obvicuely contrived. But

4 pdditd onel ection on the part of Jewish religisus grmx_gs op
individual sehslays ere required, we wlll €ry to gob ¥em te oo~

operate in o siniler Lashiob.

4ndng the obhar Andlviduelds or groups that we talied ebout
are the Union of American Hebyow Songregasi

Couneil of Ameriocn, Babbi Julius Herk, Rebbi Joseph Looksteln,
febtd Albert Hintoe . : g

it wan alsd agreed timi Simon ﬁagé weuld ask Sacharish _
Eraster to stimulate sinmilar eables l'rom Jewleh reliplous leadens
on the continent ané thet Abpabam dlonk would be asked to deo tis
sams in Latis Ameries. It Wwould be useful 1f coples of thess
aadles oould Yo vecelved el ouy oillioce beres
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' SITUATION STILL FLUCTUATING AND MAYBE NO DECISION FOR WEEK STOP
“ ACTION .U S PROTESTANTS AND OBSERVERS WITH BEA MOST DESIRABLE
ALSO URGE AJC INSPIRE INTERVENTION PERSONS CLOSE CUSHING
SPELLMAN ?BOYI_._I-_:\AND@AEE WITH SUENENS YO HAVE THESE PRE-
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PARATWO READS QUOTE PUT FORVARD WE BELIEVE IN A SPIRIT THAT RECOGN IKES
HISTORIC VALUES OF JUDAISM AS A LIVING RELIGION AND CHREED

SEMICOLON CONCEIVED VE FEEL OUT OF A SENSE OF CATHOLIC CONCERN

TO ELIMINATE CENTURIES OLD TENSIONS COMMA THIS DECHEE ETCETERA

UNTIL RELATIONS ' i
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John Slawson, D.Denzig, S.80ga8k, Z.Sbhuster, J.Hersheopf
¥are Tanenbaum

RE G%!FIBEHTML LETTER RECEIVED BY DR. HESCHEL FROM ROME

Dr. Heaschsel this morning (Detober 22) received a confidentiel
letter from a €atholic friend in Rome whom he described as “en
intimete of Cardinal Bea" in which he said the foliowing:

nit presant all is well, very well indeed. The HNew

. York Times story by Milton Bracker went too far and
! : was prematures But we hope and are confident that-.
nothing pejorative will result from this story.
would take a lobs & mighty lot, to stop the mam:h
of events during the next ten days or so. I am con-

fident t;hat- agtion will teke place bei‘am the end of
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CABLEGRAN SENT FROM mﬁxmma, D. c~
" october 23, 1963

' HIS EXCELLENCY

_ARCHBISKBP PATRICR A. ©'BOYLE
'COLLEGE OF MOST HOLY TRINITY
VIALE AFRICA 33

ROME, ITALY

YOUR EXCELLENCY, MINDFUL OF YOUR GREAT INTEREST IN HUMAN
SROTHERHOCD, P&RTIC%JMRLY AS EXEMPLIFIED BY THE AWARD WHICH YOU,
BROOKS HAYS ANB 1 RECEIVED AT THE DINMER OF THE NATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS LAST YEAR, I AM NOW APERALIW
TO YOU TO ASSIST IN A MATTER VITAL T0 THE CAUSE OF BROTH -
UE IMPLORE YOU TO MARE KKOWN TO CARDINAL BEA PRAYERFUL z-mm OF
JEWRY THAT AT PRESENT SESSION OF ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 11 THE

' MATYTER PERTALNING TC CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONG BE &C?I'EB UPON.
JEWISH PEOPLE HERE DEEPLY IMPRESSED AND GRATEFUL FOR EFFORTS BY
CARDINAL BEA TO BRING ABOUT AN ATMOSPHERE OF GREATER UNDERSTAND-
INGC ARD AFFECTION DEYWEEN THE GREAT CATHOLIC CHURCH AND MEMBERS
OF QUR ANCIENT FALTH. WE HOPE AND PRAY THAT YOU WILL SUCCEED
UNDER THE INSPIRING SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP OF MIS HOLINESS FOPE
PAUL VI, CARDINAL BEA AND WITH THE HELP OF THE COUNCIL PATHERS,
IN TAKING FURTHER STEPS TO BRING ABOUT A NEW ERA IN FRIENDSHIP
AXD MUTUAL URDERSTANDING BETWEEN CATHOLICS AND JEWS., REPORTED
PROPOSED ACTION AT THIS SESSION OF VATICAN COUNCIL II TO AFFIRM
HISTORIC BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP AND TO CONDEMN THE SOURCES OF
AN‘I‘I-SMTI% HAS TOUCHED OFF A WIDESPREAD ANTICIPATION. WE
ASK FOR GUD'S BLESSING ARD PHOVIDENTIAL GULDANCE OVER w} ARD
ALL WHO WILL E&P%‘T THIS VI'EAL MOVE ?QEJAR’B. _

- m@@



GFL .. . INTL AMERICAN JEWISE COMMITTEE-10/23, .

FRANCIS CARDINAL SPELLMAN
© GRAND HOTZEL
KOME (ITALY) i

YOUR EMINSNCE, REFORDED FHROPOSED PECLARATION ON CATHC-
LIC JEWISH RELATIONS 70 BE TNPRODUCED AT SEGOND
GEGSION VATICAN COURGIL HAS BEEN, RECEIVED wWITH GREAT
APPRECIATION AND UNIVERSAL BXPEGTANCY ON THE PART GF
THE JEWIGH PEOPLE HARE AND ABROAD. FARNESTLY ASK YOUX
SUPPORT THIS BISTORIC LFFORT 70 STRENGTHEN BROTHERHZCOD
AND SOLIDARITY BETWEEN TRE GREAT CATHOLIC CHURCH AND
MEMBERS OUR ANGIEND FAIPE. ENTREAT YOU VIGOHOUSLY 20
PRESS FOR §OIE SFEFS BE TAKER DVIS SESSION.
AFFECTIONADE REGARDS. ZA—



from the desk of ISAIAH TERMAN

Director of Communications and Servicing

" THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS
165 East 56th Street, New York 22, N. Y. . Plaza 1-4000

October 30, 1963

Dear Friend:

We want to share with you the enclosed confidential
memorandum from A. M, Sonnabend and a reprint from the
New York Times which have been sent to leaders of the
American Jewish Committee.

i _

~

They concern recent hopeful trends in the Vatican
Council leading to a serious re-examination of those
Christian teachings which contributed to centuries-long
persecution and hatred of our faith.

There are signs now that the Vatican Council will
condemn the crucial accusation against the Jews as a
"deicide" people, that it will go on to emphasize the
common links in the Judaic and Christian traditions, and
respect for doetrinal differences.

Mr. Sonnabend's héértening report provides informa-
tion on these historic developments.

Sincerely yours,

Isaiah Terman

IT/en
Encl.
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A few weeks ago I received a telephone call from a Caﬂhoﬁc Nun,
Stster Eugenia Marte, Dean of Mercy Cauege here in Detrolt. Wouldl
come to Mercy College and deliver the principal address at thelr senior
convacation on Oc;'.%ober 217 E. véés .delligh%ed' to accept anﬁ decide& to speak
to the faeulty and atudenta on what 1 thought would be an appropriate subject
- for tha occcasion, the pursuit of excenence in learutng and high atandnrds
in ethical living. The Ststers of Mercy were mosﬂ; cordiel and werm in
thelr reception. The presidemt and the dean showeﬂ me through the campus,
entertained me following the lect_e_:m and subsequemly wrote me of their
appreciation. But I was curious: how did thay kappen to invite a rabbi?
The president had said | was the ifrst rabbl ever to have visiteﬁ éheir
campus. Atlast [ asked the Sister point blank, and che replied with the
sweetest answer, "'l saw your picture {n the paper this summer with the
kHoly Fathér and I thought if the Pope could receive you, so could Mercy |
College."
| As you can see, there la_ a n'ew spirit in '?.he. Cathelie world. I
learned this myself while {n Rome this summer. While my private audience
| with Pope Paul Vl the flrst !w had granted to a Rabbi since becoming Pope,
© was of course the high polint uf our vlsit at the Vaticm, it vms not what I
© went there for. Actuanspt was Interested tn leamﬁng what was golng on

ﬁmiﬁa the Vatican about the chaming ataea of Gat&lalic -Jewiah relatiomshﬁpao

% The man § wanted to see. and the appaintmem ma&e fer me &n admnce, wag

\ to see Cardmal Bea. the Jeauﬁt Prieat who ia ﬁss charg@ of tha uecretariat

'fora’rhe Pmmoﬁon of- Chriatiam Unity "I‘hls is th@ oﬁicia& Chureh baﬁy ia

;'. )
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charge of relationships with non-Catholics. Unfortunately for me, Cardinal
| Bea left for his vacation just the day before I arrived in Rome; but his
secretary, Father Thomas Stranski, receilved me at the Vatican most
warmly. It turned ocut he was a youngish Paullst Priest from Milwaukee,
my home towa, and his mother lves very aeax;'.my mother; and so we had
many mutual acquaintances in the town that made beer 6o famous.

| Father Stransky expﬂai_md the recent changes in the Vatican and the

aew concerns expressed by Pope John XXM with non-Catholics.

"We found (hat- many of our priests had never spoken with a non-
Catholic, they ‘were g0 wrapped up in their own world,” he said. But things
are changing at the Vatican, he told me." because the werld i changing,

5 | smd_ the Pope wants to bring the church up to date. He cxplained to me how
| Pope éo!ﬁn bad sensed this and had taken steps o break through the tight
"_.ht;g?gggrém'domnol. by'lwm?h ﬁmé-hﬁnﬂr@d traditions had ossified in the

Roman Curie, the governing body of the church. Pope John had proved

s that a' vigom&a. i’neiateht Pope could have his way with the Cardinals, ﬁléﬂfﬂ

of whom ara very aonsemt&ve about any change in the present status qua.
‘ Father Strnu&xy ta‘lkeﬁ to me Eor sevex-al hours about the work of the
,Seéretariat -uow oaly threa years' old and head‘aee- by Cardinel Bea. He
took me az'mm& and mtroaueea me to other mmbera of tha staff and spoke
of the Eympathetlc encouragement gtven to thezr work by Pope John aund
mest recently by Pope Paul. Indeed he lmerpreted the new Pope'a
raceivlng me with such apac!al ceremony as en inﬁicatian of hts interest
in deallng with noa-Catholics and waa greatly iu&ere&teﬁ in my reactitma

to the audtence.
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Cne disturbing fncident E‘aiher Stransky told me about: the Father
Wésgel affatr. ‘It bad just iprékei: in the press. A few days before, at
Atlantic Clt;lr.' f‘athér Gustavé Welgel , @ _Jesult who (s an'_ official expert _
at the Ecumenlcal Gouncii said tn a lspeeeh thatla stntemen.t. on anti- |
Semlttsm had been prepared bu% never prasented at the t‘irm Vatlcan |
Council last year. Father Weigel ctted the cnncern that such a amtemant'
mlght have been conatrued by the Arab statea a8 a prﬁ-lsrael geatnre.
The Vatican promptly denle& thnt the atatement had been dropped. ’I‘he
fact was, as 1 learned !lhat day at the Vatlcan. that political implications
iuvulving the Arabs had led the Secretarlat to "tnbl the drmument temporarily,
to be revwed agaln when con&ﬁtlonn mlght make it expadSent. Father
Stransky emphaslzed that it wae now all a matter of timding.
He dld not show me the text of the statemem but::aa since been
z-eleased and la a mast !ntereﬂtlng documentr
. : T.he Vstican Coupctl paper on th-e Jewn ts a brief document that has
four ess@ntlal pointe:
1) The church owes. lts orlgins to Judaism, with which it shares
ithe heritaga of: the Old 'restament
| 2} Roman Cathalics shoula never t’orget that Jews was @ Jaw and his
famny ana the apastlee! were ‘{ews. |
| 3) The gunt for the death of Jasue fallo mure prOper}y on all huwnanity
than on the Jewa.
6) The, chmrch dtsapproves of the Ml-:ﬁemltiam of the past and of |
tha preseut. It haa an abldlng aﬂeet!on for the Jewe and takea the strongest
posslble vlew of: those who haw hatred or contempt !or them,. or peraecute

i
o

them. S R '. (New?ork Tlmeﬁ. October 17, 1063)
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The release of the text of thig s;mple doc‘ﬁm_ant two weeks ago may

hmie beel; prematur e. Th§ Becretariat at once laaueﬂ a statement regretting

the pubiiaatiem before it hed boen formally presented to the Vatican Counefl, @ﬁ._.g_
Mﬁ ingt adopting medlatay, or even taking it up at t!zia session. But

whether or not this document , hearing the handiwork of Cardinal Bea, is

taken up at this gession, it is Mménkmwledge that thé statement is

maﬁy And the statement has enormous implications. .

For one thing, {t represents an historic breakthrough of broad

&imens‘ims 1 don't have to tell any Jewlsh group what the Church has

done to Jewa in genoratlons gone by, or what the Church might not have

dene in those dark daye if it had beeu able to get aside ite blas agaﬁnet Jews.
The Church's role in the battle agalnt'hoaitntﬁy toward the Jews ts funda~
m@m#;l . ; e

" Moi*ewer-. ";he teaching of the Chureh that the Jews be:;u- the

eternal reaponsibmty for the meiftxion of Jeaus is basie to any under-
m:anding of the causea and cures of anti -Sam!tium. ‘l‘a be aura the Chureh
neves made thil an official dagma. but you and ! and the whole warld knows
that thra crucmxion has been :aught for eeﬂtuﬂ@s in the echools and seminaries.
E’eaple didn't have to wait for Easter Sunday to hear about the Jews. This
teachtng aerveﬂ as the pretext for at'&acka on the Jows ln every genemﬂon,
amﬁ the geed was plan.tad in minds young enough never to forget, "The Jews
killed our Godt" '

. Naw at laat at lang last, this Ewmenﬁcal Cmmcll hal the chance

to do away wlth the epithet "Christ-kmer" whlch hae been blasteﬂ at Jewa



for generations,

Zachariah Shuster wrote in his article {n f—!"_he _@béewer,. Augué% i1,

1963 7
"Even now, following the years of the Nazi cataclyam,- Protestant
and Cetholic catechismsn and textbooks in nﬁany countries of the Western
world continue to agsert these beliefs in the crudest and sometimes most
viclons and sadistic forms, Studics of catechisrme have been made in France,
. Germaony, the Untted States and othor cauntrlas by both Protestant and
Catholic bodies, and sl of them confirm that the thests of guilt and punish-~
; _I_mem attributed to Jews 18 permeating Christian teaching.
. "No deep poychologlcal studies are necessary to demonstrate that,
"’"éérh_an & group of people o constantly belng charged with such accusations
which ax'e implanted in the minds of chilaren fn the courze of thelr religious
'tmming. these minde beecome influenced for life with blas and animosity
t@wardrd this graup. .

51’!}?113 iz now belng recognlzed, albeilt with some resistance, by
leaders of tﬁ@ Church., To cite only one example, The Ecumenist, a guasi-
offictal Catholic publication, stated (a its tasue of February-March, 1963;

| . 'Christians have been 1¢d to examine thelr attitudes
towards Jews. They have carefully analyzed their teaching and
thelrl&taé\rgyta see if these have in any way contributed to the
. movement of hate In the world. The result of this examinatton
hﬁa beem‘ devaatht{ng. : Ghﬂsttam .- .of all the Churches, have_
ol ﬁiaeowred tha% m papular preachtng. in certaim murgical

. furmulm. and aften even in aerloua theclogical aﬁudles, we

LB 1
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have mtsrepresemed the New Testament doctrine on the Jews.
We have drawn a picture of the Jewa which arouses eontempe and

mlarepresents their role !n the scrtpturea. ™

The Vatican hag emphagized that it ia cuncmed only with the
religlous relationships between Catholics and Jews. The Counell itself
deals only with matters of dogma, not palitics, Though the pobitical
differences between Ierael and the Arab states have their reprecussions
at the Vgtican}tit 'la; pre;:e_iaely -i.i,:, the ficld uf- dbgma‘. of Catholic religious
doctriné. that C’:ardinal Beﬁ"s étatement for the Vatican Council can be
50 meanlngful " The long -held Caﬂmnc doctrine that Jews are condemned
'to etemal punishment fur their cruclfinlon of Jews and their rejection of
- Christ ag the rtsem Maamah can now be changeﬁ. Btblieal scholarship by
" both Christiang and Jews has thrown new 1ight on the whole parlad of the
&nter ~festamentary Pertod --: ‘the time between the Old Testament and the
New Testament -~ and r_ajeets the accgunt of the cmciﬁxion which found
its way Into the Goé-pel-a'.' If the Vatican Cfsunén adopts this sltatement of
Cardinal Bea, it will brlng praper histﬂrical pﬁrspective to the whole period.
.Mare than that, it will remo’ve the élmtrinal basis for {dentifyiag the Jews
of today with the Jewa dep v@ted in the final scenes of the anti J ewiah Cospels.
That idemlﬁcattan more ehan a.ny aingle factor. has been the mmat malighant
root of Western anti—’.aemitiam. v
In analyzing the polittcs iml'olved af. the Vattmn C’c:uncil it is Empur-
tant to separate the pz-ohlem af fremovmg the stain of guflt for the cz-uciﬂxlon ,

of Jesua from the pnlitlcal problema of the State of Israel Ba%h involve
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Jews, .ta be éuré; but 'the apprehensions of the Arab world aré sure to be
raiaed amd the wh?le quesﬂon n'equirea the most astuts statesmamhip. -
The ?atlcan Couucﬁ is obliged to dlstinguish between the State of lorael .
on the one haud. and the consideration of Jaws and Judaism ou the other |
hend.
| : Il.l
The Eichmann Aﬁ‘air and the tregedy of the 6 000, 000 Jews have

; led, 1 he‘.l.!eve. to some bmaﬂer repercussiona tm gamrally racognlzeﬂ.
In all quarters people have baen asktng. How conld this tragedy hapgaem
How could gooa people remailn ﬁﬂlent iu the l’ace of such moneeroua evila?
;W}w was reeponalble for such an outbreak of ﬁemﬂieh antl-Semitism? In
israel the youth are_qmestionﬁng the courage of their parei;,ta. Minor
Nazis are betng rounded uﬁ from hiding Ifor thelr share in the bﬁqod_bath.

The finger ia being pointed at this Jow, at that Jew, for having been

+ h'ke,\., / -
' "!‘:i&z‘.mm_

collaborationists with ch Nazi authurit-iéa. ‘Hannah Arendt's atoé‘y has been

widely diacuased.
Now the Caeholla Ghurch has been uhakeu to the wry altar of St.

Peter' The Pog:e himself baa been accused, E’ope Plus X!! the meutor and

teac;}er of the preaent Pcpe Paul VI.
" Here !B ~what happened.
Ahout a month ago in Lendon there occurred an event unique in

meatrlcal experieme. At tlm end ot a three-hour new play. the avdience

aat {n camplete aﬂence. then Walked out azunned angd shockied, ao shattertng

was tlw es;:erlence. It wag the opening of & new play called 'The Represe:nta-

_ tive" by the youug German Protestant wrlter. Rolff E{ochhuth The play {8

o
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an éttempf by a represeatative of the younger gene.mtian of Germans ¢o
assess am? apportion the guﬂt far the deatrucﬁ@n of 6,000,000 Jewa
”'l‘he Hepreaematiw camerns a young prieat ef thes chuich who heara of

the maasacres in the death camps and takee Et for granteci that the Catholle

Church will intervene. He de%ermines to go t6 the Pope himself to intercede
on behalf of the Jews; but Pope Pius FIT would rather see a weskened and
cbadteut Hitler than a canquarlng Steling aﬁ An open 'rebu!se of Hitler
woul'i be an encouragoment to the Church's resl enemy -- communism,
Whea he ﬂnds that Fope Plug XU lntands o remaiu snem on the murder
of the Jews, the priest pins a yellm.v atar on his own breaat and goes off
as a martyr to Auschwitz.,

That's the play. @It haa de@piy shocked the V’-attcaq. The memory
of Pope Fius X1l e sﬁl&. very fresh, aaﬁﬁa attéue_k nps:m. hig integrity, upon
h!s g:;od name hae offended Vatican clrdem They are anzious to make
it clear that neither the Pope nor the Chureh beam any reswnsibﬁiﬁy for
 the: destruatmn of the Jevm ander tha Nazis.

Hence. the reﬁalutton on the Jews may be an oppartumty tor the
'I'Vatican Gouncﬁ te reatate a p&ﬁicy of friendship and underﬁtanéing between

Catholics and Jews.
| ? .
Thia waa the easeme af my own audxenoe with Pﬂpe Paul VI in the
threne rwm of the Papal ?alaee. L4 mld him of my deep ¢oncera for isrpmvmg
.. :-Cathalic Jewish relaﬂanﬂhipa and ﬂwt as a Rabb?. ¢ hoped and prayeﬁ that '_: -
'ihe commg ValicanC@uncil would take t‘:‘\e oceasian to initiate better (:athaltc-

Jew!sh relationsshim than had citsted in the paa?,, gl
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“You mean more friendship, more understanding between
Catholice and Jews," the Pope said to me {n Engiich. "Ah yes, the
world needs more friendship, more uaderstanding."

It seemed clear to me, and as I later iearmad from discussing this
with prelates at the Vgticgn,tn them too, that Pope Paul {8 bent on carrying
into reality the hopes and dréamsi that Pope John had for a new and better
world, New iivlndq are blowing through the Vaticen. Windows to the world
have been opened, and a new spirit is very much in evidence.

I discussed this fran!dy with Archbishop John A. Dearden of Detroit,
oa my return from Rome., He too sense the whole new spirit of the Church,
and seems anxious and ready to be part of thet forward mowe toward better
cooperation and understanding between Catholics and Jews. { feel confident that
on the E:;asﬁs of my conversations at theﬁfat!can. this new spirit of Pape John
will not only be carried on by Pépe Paul but it will very qulckzsr percolate
down to the grase roota. [ have alreadf aeeﬁ this in my own experience here

in Detroit in my warm relationships with Archbishop Dearden and in the

~ BMercy College example ] cited to you.

Whag does it all meam_?_

AB people a'roi‘mﬁ the world ask themselves, ''Can the horrors of
Auschwits and the gas chambers ever come back?" the questions of why and
how and who ;;pnginue; t_@" hau&t the memoriea of man. No one can be sure,
umégsa 'the-.réotaf.of the old :aﬁtt-ﬁém!tiam have been torn and the fatal myths

that -blsbkene@_ the image of the ‘.I:a'w have been dispelled. The Church has

o great opaoﬂur_zity to n:ia_ke a J:ast_ggg éontri&u_t_ion @ thie point. By Aﬁéptlng
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@ statement which will imhiﬁée the Mrs that have led to bigotry and anti-
.?S.émitiam. the'\"rlmlcan éo:jnéll can dé"éomming p;:sittve and constructive
to uproot the aburéeé of antl-;Jewlsh mythe ' Bj facing this problem with

the same courage as he has already displayed in other directions, Pope
Paul can earu a debt of gratitude not only from the Jewish people but frum
humauity as a whole., . l '

Letus hepa the; eoming weeks will soe this come to pass. Thera |

wm then come new meaning and new apirit to the age*old words of Holy

o

x . S ad B '
' 4 u '

Wrtt' N
"Behold hﬂw gmd and hﬁw pleaaant it is for brethren to

: dwell together in unltY-".
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Institute of Human Relations « 165 East 56 Street, New York 22, N. Y. « PlLaza 1-4000 * Cabie Wishcom, New York

November lp, 1963

,.CONFIDENTTIATL

Dear Colleague:

I feel privileged to share with you the enclosed memo-
randum by Mr. A. M. Sonnabend and reprint frem the New York
Times which have been sent to leaders of the American Jewish
e —e——LCommitiee.- - Thesedescribe—gsome -of -the--events -which -have-led -~ - - - --
up to the present situation in the Vatican Council - a situa-
tion we regard as a potential turningpoint in relations between
Catholics and Jesws.

We are all enormously indebted to that group of Conservative,
Orthodox, and Reform Rabbis, theologians, and scholars who have
collaborated with great dedication and infinite discretion in
our program relating to Cardinal Bea's Secretariat. They re-
viewed the documents that we submitted and gave us the benefit
of their erudition and wisdom. A number of them, under the
inspired chairmanship of Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel, participated
with AJC officers in the historic meeting with Cardinal Bea
held at the American Jewish Committee on March 31, 1963, and we
have benefited by their counsel at almost every stage of our work
in this areas.

This development in Rome did not just happen by itself. It
is one of the effects of the ecumenical revolution ushered in
by Pope John XXIII and continued now by Pope Paul VI, aided by
the vital leadership of Cardinal Bea. It is also the product
of years of painstaking research and delicate consultations
carried on by the American Jewish Committee both here and abroad.

As Mr, Sonnabend indicates, we are now at the beginning of
a long-range program to eliminate the inherited biases of the
past and to interpret the authentic character and integrity of
the Jewish people and our traditions to the Christian world.
For this effort, we will continue to need and to seek your in-
terest and vital cooperation.

Coydially,
N\ A C H’

Rabbl Marc H/ Tanenbaum, Director
Interreligiouis Affairs Department

“Lrern—

A. M. SONNABEND, President JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President ELY M. AARON, Chicago, Vice-President
MORRIS B. ABRAM, Chm., Executive Board LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President ) MAX WM. BAY, Los Angeles, Vice-President
i : HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President IRVING L. GOLDBERG, Dallas, Vice-President
RALPH FRIEDMAN, Chm., Administrative Board IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President JACK A. GOLDFARB, New York, Vice-President
WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Chm., Nat'l Advisory Council JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President PHILIP E. HOFFMANM, So, Orange, N. J., Vice-President
- : HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Honorary Vice-President JULIUS S. LOEWENTHAL, New York, Vice-President
MAURICE:GLINERT, Treasuter .. | SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Honorary Vice-President RICHARD MAASS, White Plains, N. Y., Vice-President
ARTHUR D. LEIDESDORF, Associate Treasurer JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President EARL MORSE, New York, Vice-President
RALPH E. SAMUEL, Honorary Vice-President NORMAN S. RABB, Boston, Vice-President
QR L EHMAN; Ssoretany HORACE STERN, Honorary Vice-President JOSEPH ROSS, Detroit, Vice-President
JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President FRED LAZARUS, JR., Hon. Chm., Nat'l Advis. Council LEONARD M. SPERRY, Los Angeles, Vice-President
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{ This is the American Jewish Committee:

‘ Founded in 1906 Officers
in .
P?un M A y L bt A. M. SONNABEND, President
. r batin
loneer. Amescon erganizalion: comoghing JACOB BLAUSTEIN : MORRIS B. ABRAM
bigotry, protecling the civil and religious LOUIS CAPLAN ;
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“vancing the couse of human rights every- IRVING M. ENGEL
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where. _ !
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communities. Chairman, Adminisirolive Board Execulive Vice-President
=
HAROLD STEINBERG
Director of Publicity
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Nov. 8, 1963

Vatican Council II and the Jews;
Activities of the Anerican Jewish Committee

The introductior. by Augustin Cardinal Bea at Vatican
Council ITI of the decree on Catholic attitudes toward Jews and
Judaism is regarded as an historic event by Jews everywhere. Un-
questionably, the adoption of the decree by the assembled Church
Fathers would be hailed by Jews the world over as a significant
turning peint in Catholic-Jewish relatioms.

This memorandum highlights what we consider the significant
aspects of the decree, and sets forth the historical background
against which we think its importance should be assessed. Accord-
ingly, we concentrate for the most part on those elements in
the decree which deal with deicide and anti-Semitism.

The Church has expressed its abhorrence of anti-Semitism
on previous occasions.l What is particularly significant about

the decree is that it strikes directly at the heart of

i. In 1928, for example, a decree of the Holy Office, confirmed
by Pope Pius XI, condemned "in an especial manner the hatred
against the people, once chosen by God, that hatred, namely, which
nowadays is commonly called anti-Semitism.'" In 1938, Pope

Pius XI, addressing a group of Belgian pilgrims, declared, "anti-
Semitism is a repugnant movement in which we Christians can have
no part...Spiritually we are all Semites.'" In 1958, Pope Pius XII
expressed similar views to a delegation of the American Jewish
Committee.
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a concept that has served to sanction hatred and persecution across
the centuries: the invidious charge that the Jews are a deicide
people == "Christ killers," -rejected and punished by God, and
burdened " with the same guilt in each successive generation. That
the chaerge of deicide has been used throughout the-centuries.to.
justify persecution of .Jews and indifference .to:their fate has
been acknowledged by Catholic theologians and scholars. Father
George H. Tavard has written: '

The idea that Jews are cursed because their ances-

tors crucified the Lord stands in contradiction to

‘the Gospel...It is furthermore opposed to the

Catholic doctrine on mankind's collective responsib-

ility in sin....Nevertheless, the idea is still

often met with among people who are counted good

Catholics. To the mind of anti-Semitic bigots,

it even explains a great deal of history. God

would periodically '"wisit" the murderers of Christ

and incite them to penance through persecution. All

the anti-Semitic excesses of times past and present

can thus be cheaply excused. They are freely granted

the blessing of Providence...2

Though fully aware that anti-Semitism has various causes ==
political and economic as well as religious -- scholars and social
scientists, both Jewish and Christian have long considered the
deicide charge a major source of anti=Jewish attitudes. According
to these experts, this concept unot only encourages stereotyped
thinking about Jews, but may actually create an expectation of,
and psychological conditioning for, persecution of Jews. TYet the
charge is deeply imbedded in a considerable part of traditional
Catholic teachings from the early Church Fathers down and still
finds frequent expression in textbooks, sermons and liturgical
commentaries,

After the late Pope John XXIII, in 1959, called for the
convening of an Ecumenical Council, the American Jewish Committee
was invited by high Church officials to submit suggestions and
findings based on scholarly studies in the area of Christian-

2, The Church, the Layman and the Modern Man New York: The
Macmillan Co., 1959, pp. 79-80.
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Jewish relations.

Greater interreligious understanding has been a major goal
of the American Jewish Committee since its establishment. As part
of this effort, the Committee has long sought to bring objective,
scientific study to bear on the question of prejudice against Jews,
and its possible communication through Christian teachings.
Through its efforts, Protestant and Catholic self-studies of re-
ligious educational materials were initiated at Yale Divinity
School and St. Lbuis University,respectively. These comprehensive
investigations, carried out by Christian educators, have provided
important insights into prejudice in religious textbooks, as well
as into available theological resources for combatiﬁg such pre=-
judice. (Parallel studies of Jewish textbooks have also been
undertaken, at the Committee's initiative, at the Dropsie College
for Hebrew and Cognate Learning.)

Drawing on these studies, on substantial research by its
own staff, and on the expertise of emiment scholars and theologians
representing Orthodox, Conservative and Peform Jewish viewpoints,
the American Jewish Committee prepared three comprehensive,
scholarly memoranda for the Secretariat for the Promotion of
Christian Unity, one of the preparatory commissions of the
Ecumenical Council. These documents were submitted at the in-
vitation and with the encouragement of Catholic authorities with
whom Committee representatives consulted on several occasions.

The first memorandum, entitled "The Image of the Jews in
Catholic Teaching' and submitted on June 22, 1961 analyzed how
the Jews are represented in the textbooks most widely used in
parochial schools throughout the United States. It was later
supplemented by examples taken from educational materials used in
Europe and South America, supplied by the Committee's offices

in Paris, Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro.
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The memdrandum analyzed in detail specific derogatory aspects
of these educational materials:

1. The notion that the Jews are a cursed people, exclusively

and collectively responsible for the death of the Son of God.

2. Partiality in the use of the term 'the Jews." In many

instances, this térm was applied to the enemies of Jesus,

but not to his friends and followers, though they also were

Jews. Often, the collective term, ''the Jews," was used in

describing situations that actually involved only a few

Jewish individuals.

3. Unjust and inaccurate comparisons between Christianity

and Judaism,For example, Christianity was often described

as a religion of love, Judaism as a loveless religion of law.

4. Invidious use of language, inﬁluding such phrases as

"carnal Jews' and '"blood-thristy Jews."

5. Omission of factsthat would serve to mitigate general=-

ized judgments. For example, the jews of the Middle Ages

were described as moneylenders, without the corrective

information that they had few other ways of supporting them-.

selves, being barred from the craft guilds and forbidden

to own land.

The memorandum pointed to the likelihood that such state-
ments would produce prejudice in the impressionable minds of
students. It also pointed to theological and doctrinal sources
in Ca;holicism (such as the Catechism of the Council of Trent3)
3. "It was the peculiar privilege of Christ the Lord to have died
when He Himself decreed to die, and to have died not so much by
external violence as by internmal assent....Should anyone inquire
why the Son of God underwent his most bitter Passion, he will find
that besides the guilt inherited from our first parents the prin-
cipal causes were the vices and crimes which had been perpetrated
from the beginning of the world to the present day and those which
will be committed to the end of time....In this guilt are involved
all those who fall frequently into sin; for as our sins consigned

Christ the Lord to the death of the cross, most certainly those
(Footnote 3 con't. following page)
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which could provide effective antidotes to biased notions of this
sort.

The second memorandum, entitled "The Jews in Catholic Liturgy"
and submitted on November 17, 1961,called attention to certain
passages in Roman Catholic liturgy reflecting hostility against
Jews, and to even more hostile liturgical commentaries and
homilies based upon these passages. The American Jewish Committee's
document acknowledged with appreciation recent changes in the
liturgy® but expressed profound distress that in liturgical
comentaries published in 1947 and 1950 fhe term ''deicide" was
still béing applied to Jews.

The third document, prepared at the suggestion of the
American Jewish Committee by the distinguished theologian, Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel of the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, examined tensions between Catholics and Jews from a
religious viewpoint, and offered proposals for relieving these
tensions. This memorandum was prepared at the invitation of
Cardinal Bea, following an audience granted in Rome in November
1961 to Rabbi Heschel, Zachariah Shuster, European director of
the Committee, and Dr. Max Horkheimer, the Committee's consultant
T?;EEEbte 3 con't.)
who wallow in sin and iniquity "crucify to themselves again the
Son of God, as far as in them lies, and make a mockery of Him"
(Hebrews 6:6). This guilt seems more enormous in us than in the
Jews, since according to the testimony of the same Apostle: "If
they had known it, they would never have crucified the Lord of
glory" (I Corinthians 2:9); while we, on the contrary, professing

to know Him, yet denying Him by our actions, seem in some sort to
lay violent hands on Him.,."(Article IV.)

4. Such as: The specification by the Sacred Congregation of

Rites, in 1948, that the expressions perfidis Judaeis and Judaica
perfidia may be translated as signifying simply a lack of faith
in the Christian revelation; the elimination of the words perfidia
and perfidis by Pope John in 1959, and the subsequent authoriza= .
tion of this change by the Sacred Congregation of Rites.
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in Germany. It was'submittéd on May 22, 1962.

These concerns, together with Jewish hopes for constructive
action by the Vatican Council, were.also communicated to Cardinal
Bea during his visit to the United States in March 1963.

A meeting betweea: Cardinal Bea and a groupof outstanding Orthodox,
Conservative and Reform leaders, in their capacity as individuals,
was keld et the Committee's Institute of Human Relations. Members
of Cardiral Bea's entourage and officers of the Committee were
alsc present. The American rabbis who attended the meeting,
under the Cnzirmanship of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, were:
Rabbi Lnuis Finkelstein, Chancellor, Jewish Theological Seminary
of America; Rabbi 'Theodoze Friedman, President, Rabbinical
Assembly of America; Rabbi Joseph Lookstein, President, Bar-Ilan
University; Rabbi Julius Mark, President, Synagogue Council of
America; Rabbi Albert Minda, President, Central Conference of
American Rabbis.

The American Jewish Committee has collaborated with or drawn
upon the expertise'of scholars and leaders who have made import-
ant contributions to the cause of Christian-Jewish relations.
Among them are: the late Dr. Jules Isaac and Father Paul Demann,
both of France; Father Gregory Baum of Canada; Dr. James Parkes
of Britain; Mme. Claire Huchet Bishop of France and the United
States; and Dr. Eric Werner, Latinist, of New York. The Committee
also has worked closely with organizations devoted to Christian-
Jewish amity in France, Spain, West Germany, the Netherlands,
Italy and several South American countries.

Cardinal Bea's powerful expression of friendship at the
Ecumenical Council is regarded as an effective indication that
he and his Secretariat wish to write an end to the animosities
of past centuries. It underscores his earlier statement at a
"fraternal agape," sponsored by Pro Deo University in Rome in
January 1962: "It is the primordial duty of groups of mankind to
unite for the purpose of overcoming hatreds of the past". The

American Jewish Committee joins with men of goodwill everywhere

in acclaiming Cardinal Bea's declaration as an important step
toward that goal.
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New York, November 8 == The Americamn Jewish Committee stated here

today that the Roman Catholic Church cam provide "a powerful force

for rooting out" attitudes and beliefs that have caused hostility

against the Jews through the decree put before the Ecumenical Council

today by Augustin Cardinal Bea, Presidemt of the Secretariat for

the Promotion of Christian Unity.

A. M. Somnabend, of Boston, president of the American Jewish

Committee, oldest human relations agency in this country, hailed

the action of Cardinal

Bea as "an historic event.! He stated that

the decree had been "put forward in a spirit that recognizes the his-

toric values of Judaism as a living religion and creed." He further

expressed his view that the decree was conceived "out of a sense of

Catholic concern to eliminate centuries-old tensions' and that thus

it may well "augur a mew era in Catholic-Jewish relatioms.”

Mr. Sonnabend predicted that "acceptance of this decree will

make it impossible for

sanction or support in

anyone to instigate hatred for Jews and claim

Church teaching or dogma."

The Committee's president added: "By castigating attitudes and

beliefs that have perpetrated hostility against Jews generation

after generation, by condemning anti-Semitism in a manner none can

misunderstand, by demouncing unequivocally the myth that Jews are a

= more =
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deicide people rejected by God == 'Christ—killérs' in the popular
epithet == the Church can provide a powerful force for the rooting
out of millenia-old eviis that have caused incalculable suffering.”

Mr. Somnabend paid sbecial tribute to Cardinal Bea for what
he called "the insight, that contribution of deep reiigious feeling
and humanism' that the Cardinal has brought to "this great work."

The full text of the American Jewish Committee's statement
follows:

The American Jewish Committee hails as an historic event the
presentation to the Ecumenical Council of the decree concerning
Christian attitude toward Jews.

Put forward, we believe, in a spirit that recognizes the his-
toric values of Judaism as a living religion and creed; conceived,
we feel, out of a sense of Catholic concern to eliminate centuries-
old tensioms, this decree may well augur a new era in Christian-
Jewish relations.

To His Eminence, Cardinal Bea, we pay special txribute for that
insight, that combination of deep religious feeling and humanism,
that he and his Secretariat have brought to the building of this
great work.

By castigating attitudes and beliefs that have perpetrated
hostility against Jews generation after generation, by condemning
anti-Semitism in a manner norne can misunderstand, by denouncing
unequivocally the myth that Jews are a deicide people rejected
by God =-- ''Chrisc Killers," in the popular epithet =-- the Church
can provide a powerful force for the rooting out of millennia-old
evils that have caused incalculable suffering.

The problems dealt with in this decree, with their long past,
affect Jews throughout the world and are in no wise political in

nature.

- more -
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With this decree the Ecumenical Council can make a unique con-
tribution to better understanding among the great religions living
side by side in our world and foster mutual respect among men of
every faith -- goals giving meaning to Vatican II not only for
Catholics but for men of good will everywhere, objectives in keeping
with the inspiration of the late Pope John XXIII and steadily pursued
by Paul VI,

Acceptance of this decree will make it impossible for anyone
to instigate hatred for Jews and claim sanction or support in Church
teaching or dogma. Implementation of it, through preaching in houses
of worship and education in schools, can result in a fundamental
reconstruction of Christian attitudes toward Jews.

One can only rejoice at this effort to redress injustices so
contrary to the spiritual and moral ideals common to both religionms;
at this attempt toward bringing about that 'mew order in human re-
lations" so stirringly evoked by John XXIII in his address opening

the Ecumenical Council.
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FROM:
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Buafiuel Muravehik

December 24, 1963

Cardinal Spellman and the Draft Document of the Vatican Council

We are reproducing below the text of a letter from the JLC New York
Chapter to Cardinal Spellman's office regarding the draft document
of the Vatifan Counc1§ an ; ¥ we received from Cardinal

Spellman's office.

December 9, 1963

"Archdiocese of New York
451 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Reverend Sirs:

On behalf of Jewish trade unionists may we express to you our
deep appreciation of the events that have occurred in continuance
of the work launched by Pope John XXIII at the second session of
the Vatican Council.

Naturally we have 2 special interest in the draft document
presented on the subject of Catholic attitudes toward the Jews,
We would appreciate very much receiving a copy of any statement
made by Cardinal Spellmen on this subject at the Council meeting,
since we would like to circulate it among Jewish and labor
organizations in the New York area,

Thank you very much,

Sincerely yours,

Aaron Levenstein, Chairman
New York Chapter JLC”



Memorandum to CRC's -2 -

December 12, 1963

"Mr., Asron Levenstein, Chairman
New York Chapter JLC

25 Bast 78th Street

New York 21, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Levenstein:

I am acknowledging with gratitude your comment on the recent Session
of the Vatican Council,

While at this moment it may sometimes appear that not too much is
accomplished, a great deal of ground work has been laid. The interim
‘deliberations prior to the next Sessions certainly will crystalize
the points of the various schemata. The points of the schemata and
the next Fall Session should reveal the fruits of the past several
years. :

His Eminence was not a scheduled speaker on the occasion of the brief
discussion on the draft concerning the Jews. He has not made any public
statements to my knowledge on this matter,

With every best wish, I am

Sincerely yours,

Right Reverend lMonsignor Joseph P. O'Brien
Vice Chancellor “
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in the 1,900 years of the Jewish-Christian encounter," the rabbi said.
7But to be understood in its true perspective, such a decree must be
viewed as the capstone of a structure of improved understanding and
friendship between Catholics and Jews slowly, patiently, and assiduously
developed over recent decades by Christian and Jewish clergy, theologians,
and lay leaders in many parts of the world.

"While it is difficult to pin down an exact starting point
at which this movemeﬁt began,'there are many signposts along the way -
all of which have pointed to the present moment -- in 1923 the Holy Office
condemned anti-Semitism; in 1938 Pope Pius XI declared to the Catholic
world, *Anti-Semitism is...a movement in which we, as Christians,
cannot have any part whatever...Spiritually we are Semites.'

"In 1955, the Sacred Congregation of Rites reintroduced

the Flectamus genua for the Jews during the Good Friday service; in 1958,

after the accession of Pope John XXIII, reference to 'perfidi Judaei '

and 'perf;gga Judéiéaf-ﬁére removed from the Good Friday prayer.

"The Vatican's concern with religious influences on
attitudes toward Jews has been echoed by the work of Catholic thinkers
and writers in Europe, Latin Amefica, and the United States. In articles,
documents, lectures, and books, in Christian-Jewish friendship
sociaties, Catholic scholars and theologians have called for changes
in Catholic attitudes and teachings where they touch upon Jews and Judaism
in order that Catholic practice become more consonant with the virtues
of truth, justice, and charity. |

"It must be stressed that this'spiritual and theological
revolution has long anteceded the prESenﬁation of "The Deputy'. A case
could probably be made to establish that this movement has long been
under way before Rolf Hochhuth probably graduated high school, if not
“indergarten.

{more)



'"The Deputy'! 3

"It would be regrettable in the utmost if such loose
statements were allowed to muddy the waters of Catholic-Jewish
relations which are at long last beginning to become clear of past
pollutions. The proposed Vatican Council decree must be seen in light
of its own history. 'The Deputy' must be dealt with as a separate
issue. God knows that each of these questions is complicated enough

in itself; to mix them together is to invite cheaos and

confusion.”™ /
: Rabbi Tanenbaum said that the AmericanfJewish

Committee is currently preparing a statement of its views on "The
Deputy™ with suggested guldelines for public discussion of the issues
that the play raises,

=30
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YOUR EXCELLENCY, MINDFUL OF YOUR:GREATfIﬁTEREsm IN HUMAN BROTHER-
HOOD, PARTICULARLY AS EXEMPLIFIED BY THE AWARD WHICH YOU,

BROOKS HAYS AND I RECEIVED AT THE DINNEB OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE
OF CHIRISTIANSAND JEWS LAST YEAR, I AH NOW APPEALING TO YOU TO
ASSIST IN A MATTER @F VITAL & L”:ﬁﬂ?wifﬂ"
HOOD. 'WE IMPLORE YOU TO MAKE KNOWN ﬁo CARDINAL BEA PRAYERFUL
HOPES OF JEWRY THAT AT PRESENT SESSIQN OF ECUMENICAL COUNCIL II
THE MATTER éﬂ@mAINING 70 CATHDLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS BE ACTED UPON.
JEWISH PEOPLE HERE DEEPLY ;MPRESSEHJ&ND GRATEFUL FOR EFFORTS BY
CARDINAL BEA,-SUPPORTED 83 A i BRSEIE,. TO BRING ABOUT
AN ATMOSPHERE OF GREATER UNDERSTANDIN. AND AFFECTION BETWEEN THE
GREAT CATHOLIC CHURCH ANDDUR Aﬂéﬁg%fﬂﬁiITH. WE HOPE AND PRAY
THAT YOU WILL SUCCEEED UNDER THE INSFIRING SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

T0 THE CAUSE OF BROTHER=-

OF HIS HOLINESS POPE PAUL VI, CARDINAL BEA AND WITH THE HELP OF
THE COURCIL ax FATHERS IN TAKI&TFURTHER S*EPS TO BRING ABOUT A
NEW ERA IN FRIEHDSHIP AND MUTUAL UNDBRST&NDING BETWEEN CATHOLICS.
AND JEWS. REPORTED PROPOSED ACTION AT TﬂIS SESSION OF VATICAN
COURCIL II TO AFFIRM HISTORIC BONDS OF;FRIENDSHIP AND TO CONDEMH
THE SOURCES OF ANTI-SEHITISﬂ HAS TOUCﬁED OFF A WIDESPREAD ANTI'
CIPATION. WE ASK FOR GOD'S BLESSING AND PRDVIDENTIAL GUIDANCE
OVER YOU AND ALL WHO WILL SUPPORT TﬁIS VIﬁﬁL MOVE FORWARD.,

MILTON W. KING. 2
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The American Jewish Committee presents. its respects to

.. His: Eminance Cardinal ‘Bea and wishea to take this occaaion to
express the universal .and unanimous hopa of Jews that the
-Second vatican cOuncil WiLLS mnke known to ‘the . world -at this

 ?session its poaition’on historic problems affecting Jews that

jﬁhaue been ‘the ‘source of grief, and suffering for 80 many generations.

v

u:1WE eespectfullg,petition your Eminence to: transmit our hope’ and

ewpe»tations to His Holiness Pape Paul Vi and—also express our

. 4 !‘?—‘-\4‘ -%\Jé;' A

3] g&eat"work that His Holiness
. 2 o )




CABLE FROM RABBIL HEBCHEL
HIS EMINENOE AUGUSTIR CARDINAL BEA
ROMA, TRALY o
THE RELIGIODS LEADERS OF OUR PEOPLE REPRESENTING CRTHODOX,
CONSERVATIVE AND REFOR JUDAISM WHO BAD THE BONOR OF MEETING
WLITH YOU IN NEW YORK JOIN Mg IN BXPRESSING T0 YOU OUR HIGHEST
ESTEEM, MAY OUR PATHER IN REAVEN IN HIS GREAT MERCY BLESS
YOUR SACRED EFPORTS TO BRING ABOUT A SPIRIT OF LOVE AND MUTUAL
REVERENCE BETVEEN YOUR GREAT CHURCH AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE.
MAY THE BOLY SPIRIT ILLUMINE THE HEARTE AND MIKDS OF THE
COURCIL PATHERS T0 CREATE A NEW ATMOSPEIRE THA® WILL HELP
OVERGOME ANIMOS ITIBS, SUSPICIONS OF TEE PAST THAT HAVE
RESULTED IN SO MUOR JEWISH TRAGEDY AND MARTYRDOM. HMAY
THE GREAT SPIRIT OF LOVE AND WISDOM THAT INSPIRES POPE PAUL
VI CONTINUE TO FIND AN ECHO I8 THE DELIAERATIONS OF THE
COUNOIL, THE PRAYERS OF THE JEWIEH PHOPLE OVER THE WCRLD
TURN 70 THE ALMIGHTY AT THIS GREAT HOUR INVOKING HIS BLESSING
AND PROVIDENTIAL CGUIDANCE OVER POPE PAUL VI YOUR EMIREICE
AED THE COUNGIL PATHERS., THIS IS AN HOUR POR WNICH 7HS.
JEWISH MARTYRS OF ALL AOES, OUR PROPHETS AND SAINYS HAVE
PRAYED, '

RABBI APRAHAM J, HESCBLL



AU GUSTIN CARDINAL am
VIA AURELIA 527
_aom, ITALY

RECALLING OUR CORDIAL MEETINGS IN NEW YORK AND THEN IN ROME,
I WANT TO RXTEND TC YOU THE DEEP APPRECIATION OF THE
PACULTY..OF THE JEWISH THEOLOGICA SHEMIKARY OF AERICA AND
AL THE JEWISH PEOPLE FOR YCUR DEVOTED EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT
BETTER UNDERSTAMDING BETWEEN YOUR GREAT CHURCH AND OUR
COMWMUNITY, -THE HISTORIC DECISICNS AND STATEMEKNTS MADE BY
POPE PAUL VI SINCE HIS ACCESSIOR GIVE ALL OF US NEW HOPE
FOR THE FUTURE OF MANKIND AND LEAD US PO HOPE AND PRAY THAT
HIS HOLINESS AND THE ECUMERICAL COUNCIL WILL TAKE FURTHER
STEPS A3 MAY SER! 70 PHEM WISE AND PROPER T0 BRING ABOUT
GREATER COOPERATION AND DEVPENED AFFPECTION BETWEEN THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH ARD THE JEWISH PEOPLE.

RABEBI BOUIS FINKELSTEL N




HIS EMINENCE AGOSPTINO CARDI NAL
BEA, PRESIDENT '
SHECRETARIAT FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
COLLEGIO BIO BHAESILIARA

VIA AURELIA 527
ROME, ITALY

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL STOP. THE AMERICAN JEWISH
COMMITTEE PRESENTS ITS RESPECTS TO HIS EMINENCE CARDIHNAL
BEA AND WISHES TO TAKE THIS OCCASION TO E¥ RESS THE
UNIVERSAL AND UBANIMOUS ROPE OF JEWS THAT THE SECOND
VATICAN COUNCIL WILL MAKE HKNOWN TO THE WORLD AT THIS
SESSION IT8 POSITION ON HISTORIC PROBLEMS AFPECTING

JEWS THAT HAVE BEEN THE SOURCE OF GRIEF AND SUFFERING
FOR 80 MANY GENERATIONS., WE RESPECTFULLY PETITION YOUR
EMINENCE 70 TRANSMITY"OUR HOPES AND PRAYERFUL EXPECTATIONS
TO HIS HOLINESS POPE PAUL VI, WE ALSO EX* RESS OUR PROFOUND
APPRECIATION FOR THE HISTORIC EFFORTS THAT HIS HOLIRESS

- I8 UNDERTAKING THROUGH VATICAN COUNCIL II IN BEHAF OF
HUMAR DIGRITY FOR ALL MANKIND UNDER GOD.

A. M. SONNABEND, PRESIDENT
PS-BR |
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The Natidnal Executive Board of the American Jewish Committee, assembled
at its annual meeting in Chicago, expresses its highest esteem to Pope Paul
VI and extends its fraternal greetings to the Fathers of @atiwaXVatican Council
II., The historic decisions and statements made by Popd Paul since his accession,
which h;va found expression in the deliberations of the Council, have given
all of us new hope for the future of mankind united on the basis of the
spirixtusl ideals common to the wm*id's Breat religions,

The American Jewish Committee is particularly appreciative of the devoted
efforts of Jour Eminence to create a new atmosphere of friendship and hutual
estoem betwean your great Chirch and the Jewish people.

The widely reported propuséd _actdon at this session of Vatican Council
IT addressed to the historic problems affecting Jewish-Christian relations
has resulted in uhiversal antieipation. The American Jewish Committee wishes
to take this occasion to express the hepe that the Vatican Council will mske
known to the world at this session its decisive position on those fmdaxﬁéntal
source8 of animosity and suspicéion toward the Jew containéd in outmc;ded
religienﬁ a;ttitz;das and Ifeachings, which have rf_asultell. in untold grief and
suffering for our people. _. :

“fhe American Jewish Committee acknowledges with gratitude the initiative
taken ysars ago by the highest authorities of the Catholic Church to meke a
profound reexamination of the age-old problem of anti-Senitism with a view
toward eliminating its roots and its prevalence from Western culture.

This is an hour for which the Jewish martyrs of all ages, owr prophets
and saints have prayed. The American Jewish Committee wishes to assure

Your Eminence that whatever steps the Council will teke to bring about
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greater cooperation and deepened trust between the Catholie Church and the
Jewish people uill find a ready response from the American Jewish Committee,
whose emsrgies and resources are availsble to help realize with you the
viston of the Yete Pope John RLIELIes blessed mesary for the oreation of &

new order of juman relations,
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Impressive as tﬁe—growth of these mutual exchanges has been,

only a smell proportion of Catholics and Jews have been touched

by the experience, The walls of misunderstanding, built over many

centuries, have not yet given way to permit a completely free flow of

ideas between the two communitles, Imagine the kind of intelléctual

flowering that might result if the dialogue process were extended

el acly

to erees of eichahge that have not yet been affected by 1t. Imag
1. - L.
for example, a- voluma on the Crusades of which typlcal Catholio
*J

and Jewish histories may hardly be recognized as dealing withnt
ST T e

seme subject) (jointly co~authored by outstanding Catholic sdholars‘

o T

(Eollaborating on studies of the-relationahip between the early

hurch and Synago Hﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁx?How many misconceptions,_éxéégerationa,

end historical absurditles might be finally lald to resti
Those of ﬁs who have been privileged to be relat ed to this -

proces& of Gsthomic-Jewish dielogus have been enriched and enlightened
by it. We can only hope that the Vatican Councll decree on Jews
and Judaiﬁm, in italessence and'through 1ts implamentetion; will
multiply these nyamxkuﬁthx opportunitias for Gatholics and Jews
BXEREEXX evarywher?j pd it ef 7i4 Al y&bnﬁ

%ﬂéuwimlf A “ﬂﬂa fLA S 27 @J;h#.
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TO BE READ BY A, M. SONNABEND, PRESIDENT OF AJC
AT SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER

©

THE FPOLLOWING CABLE XXX IS BEING SENT TO HIS EMIHENCE AUGUSTIN
CABDINALEBEAX BEA, PRESIDENT OF THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE PROMOTION
OF CHRISTIAN UNITY, THE COMMISSION OP RHXX VATICAN COUNCIL JII XRXRH
WHOSE PURPOSES INCLUDE THE PBOMOTION OF UNDERSTARDING AND FRIENDSHIP
BETWEEN CATHOLICS AXD JEWS:

THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE,
ASSEMBLED AT ITS ANNUAL MEETING IN CHICAGO, g§§§§§§x& ITS MARMxAND

ARD HIGHEST ESTEEHW

FRATERNAL GRERINGS/TO THE FATHERS OF VATICAN COUNCIL II.ARRxEXRREIBESX
IPRXRANDNHNPXHRARESXANDXRRAYERSx THE HISTORIC DECISIONS AND STATEMENTS
MADE BYREREX POPE PAUL VI SINCE HIS ACCESSION &KRx which have found
an echo in the deliberations of the council have given all of us
new hope for the future of mankind united increasingly in bonds of
love and mutual reverefice. The AJC is particularly apprecistive
of the devoted efforts of kihzxfsumskix¥akkmesx Your Eminence to
create a new atmosphere that will help overcome the inherited
animosities and suspicions of the psat that have resulted in so
much Jewish tragedy and martyrdom, am@xkikat The widely reported
propsed acticn at this session of Vathican Council II to affiram
the historic bonds of friendship between your great church and the
Jewish people and to condemn the sources 68 anti-Semitism has
reaultéd in widespread anticipation. The AJC wishes to mmkgxkmawnx
take this occasion to express the universal and unanimous hope
Jews thaet the the Vaticean Céuncil will make known to the world at
this session its declsive position ozhggg historic promblems.affec
ting the fubute of Christian Jewish relations. We respectufully
petition your eminence to transmit our hopes and prayerful expectations
to His Holiness and to thé Council Fathers. The AJC acknowledges

with gratitude the initiative taken years ago by the highest

ashlemnd bl oc af tho Aathalie Chuweh to make & prfound reexamination
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of this age-0ld oroblem with the view toward eliminating the basie
soudces of prsjudice and bigorty which have acorued over eentuélgs
of pqlemio;; history.This 48 sn hour for whioh the Jewiah.martyrs
of all ages h“azm our prophets and saints haove prayerd. The AJC
wishes to sssure your Eminence that whatever steps tﬁe Counoil
will take“?ﬂutighuledon and prudence to bring about |
sreatef oooperatfon-an& deepend affeotion between the Catholic
Church and the Jewish people will find & rsady response from

the Amer{CH%icJowish Commiitee who energes and resources are
ava11b1§3to haldJroaliza with you the vision of the late
Pnpa-3ohﬁ“xxrlgﬁaﬁapleasea memory for the orestion & new

order of hu#an ralstions.



SUGGEST EXECUTIVE ADOPT RESOLUTIOH MHG LINES

ONE AJG GREETS COUNCIL AND WISHES FRUITPUL DELIBERATIONS FOR PURTHERING
SPIRITUAL IDEALS GOMMON TO GREAT RELIGIONS

TWO AJC EXPRESSES UNIVERSAL HOPE DESIRE JEWS THAT THIS SESSION TAKE
DECISIVE POSITION ON HISTORIC PROBLENS AFFECTING JEWISH-CHRISFIAN
RELATIONS CAUSED UNTOLD GRIEF SUFFERING

THREE AJC GRATEFULLY AWARE INITIATIVE TAKEN YEARS A30 HIGHEST AUTHORITIES
CATHOLIC CHURCH TO MAKE PROFOUND REEXAMINATION AGE-OLD PROBLEM WITH VIEW
REMOVING BASIC PREJUDICES éz_;@m |

FOUR AJC PLEDGES APFLY ALL ITS ENFRG AID DEVELOPMENT GREATER UNDERSTANDING

MUTUAL RESBECT AMONGST RELIGIONS

(FGR YOUR CONFIDENTIAL INFOXMATION OUR SUBJECT EXPECTED UP END NEXT WEEK)

SHUSTER



CABLE PROM RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY

AUGUSTIN CARDINAL BBA
VIA AURELIA 527
ROME, ITALY

-

THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY, INTERNATIONAL AS® CIATIOR OP
CONSERVATIVE RABBIS, WELCOMES YOUR HISTORIC ESFORTS FOR THS
INPROVEMENE OF ROMAN CATHOLIC JEWISH RELATIONS AND PRAYS
FOR THE SUCCESS OF YOUR INITIATIVES AT THIS SESSION OF
VATICAN COUNGIL TO STRENGTHEN OUR BONDS OF MUTUAL REVERENCE

RABBI THEODORE FRIEDMAN
PRESIDENT
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BACKGROUND REGARDING THE PROPOBED DECLARATION OF CATHOLIC-JEWISH
RELATIONS AT VATICAN GOUNGIL II

Within ths last few d#ys, various newspapers and wire services
have reported that a declaration on Catholic attitudes toward
Jews is ready for distribution as an of ficial document at the
Ecumenical Council. Accerding to these reports, the proposed
doeclaration would condemn anti-Semitiam anmd repudiate the charge
that the Jawigh people are rvesponsible for the death of Jésus,

Reports of this proposed action on the part of the Council
Fathers have:bean rﬁsé&vad hy Jewish leaders and the Jewish people
in every part of the world as indlcative of an bistorie turning
pbint_toward improved relations between Catholics and Jews.
sw.roua Je,_wi_ab religious and ley leaders have cabled Cardinal Bea
and .o‘i:her, Vatican authorities expressing thelr gratitude and

appéaciatinn of the proposed deolaration and 1ndicat1né that tnere.
is & universal and prayerful anticipation that this declaration
wiil be considered during the Second Session of the Vaticaen Council,

We have been-infornnd that rumors have been ciroulating in Roms

to the effect that Jews are divided in their hopes that this



w
prdposed declaration bBe introduced st the present session of the
Vatican Couneil., It has a];so been saeid that there are some in
Homs who are bﬁ?oaad to the conaideration of t:he_ declaration
at -t:hia seasion of the Councils Consequently, it is important
to make. &nm‘m to the American Gard.‘l.nais and EBlshops ét:- the Gounéil
Sh@ profound hoéefﬁiﬂesa with which all Jewry is aaait ing the
Seg&.nninga or a new era.in Gatholia-Jewiah relations which would
be inifiated by the dedlarai;!.;m. Contrarivise, peatpgnemenb.
which might lead to a ghelving of the declaration would undoubtedly
produce disillusicnment and despair.

Gumunic;ationa to the Aﬁerisan Council F’athsra,_ therefore,
have the scle aim of removing any doubt regarding ‘the_ Mversal
enthuaiaam with whioch It;ha intyroduction of Gardina; Bea's declaration
wouid\ be received,

It 1s therefore of the highest 1Im§ortance that the true state
of Jewish ﬁmb'lia opinioﬁ in %rioa and elsewhsre be communicated

to the Council Pathers.
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The decree,in

) O ERe-aa—b 5 ---..

on—lriday meraing dees-mwrot ERExRrsd represent the £Irst effort of
Remewr Catholic authoriﬁies to repudiate the charge of exclusive

yoy

or collective Jewish responsibility ef the Crucifixion. Catholic

scholars and writers in the United States and abroad have, long
;\-\k“k- bobe A CtLQ QAL Wﬁé ‘{/q; et oo Jo +
N emphasizedﬁ ef-fthe sins of all mankind,

More than ten years ago (May 26, 1952) Father Louis Hartman, C.SsSoR.,
General Secretary of the Catholic Biblicat Association of America
stated in a letter to the American Jewlsh Committee:

"The New Testament quite clearly lays the chief re-
sponsibility for the death of Christ on a small but
powerful group of men who could not claim to act as the
rightly constituted head of the Jewish people., The
rabble which they were able to rouse up to clamor for
the death of Christ before Pilate's tribunal could not
speak in the name of the whole Jewish people of that
time and certainly not 1in the name of all later Jewish
generationSes.e :

Historically speaking, therefore, there is no basis

for the claim that the Jews of that time as a people
were guilty of the death of Christ and obviously there
is not the slightesg reason for bringing this accusation
against their descendants of two thousand years later."

Similarly, Father

alph Gorman, C.P., Editor of The Sign

declared in an article i the May 1960 issue:

"The true Chr\stian identifies himself with those
who schemed against Christ, clamored for his death,
and criicified {iim on Calvary. Looking for the
guilty party, e true Christian s trikes his own
breast and ackniwledges that it was because of his
sins that Christ\died on the Calvary,"

Unfortunately, despite such statements, and maﬁy others too
numerous to mention, the charge of Jewish responsibility is still
found in Cathoellc textbooks, sarmoné, and ikmemxx lliturgical

commentaries, The importance of Cardinal Bea's decres, if it is
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completely in the hands of the Church. It 1s neither fitting nor

| 5o %&W
approved) by—Vebieam Counedd—IF is that it will glve emermous '
Yeversge to the & forts of Catholic scholars and theologlans to -

make this humane and enlightened viewpoint permeate the entire
Churc?f)from the Vatican to the paroch%il/scﬁgbl class;oom.

It 1s only natural thaM and pray that tp_g,va.t.ic;;
Council will take :ffisggbive action onx théfggprégj”;;d'will f;nd

the means oye enting 1t in the hi%t;:ﬂmd minds of Catholics

in ev§£§?pa of the world. T#g/pr’gess of implementation rests

proper for non-Catholics to comment regarding the procedures which

the Church may choose to adopt for implementing the decree, ﬁ
> ind]uividual Jewish scholars end—theotegians, ?%
&

S —i-E -3 __”,ﬂ',f - organiza?ié%;;f2;gifs_bhaﬂﬁmerfvun“ﬁewésh
Committee;—which-is {/#—;ed to the of interreliglous undér— g '

standing, stand ready to cooperate with Catholic authorities should 4€;§

Unquestionably, however

their cooperation be requested, \
The growth of dialogue between Catholics and Jews mk within = IS
recent years must be acknowledged as a remarkable éspect of inter- E;%
religious affairs in the United States. Sudh dialogue has proceeded :f
on every level, from schoiarly exchanges between the most eminent E E
¥rmakgric theologians of both faith communities - such as Cardinal Cé
Bea and Rabbl Abraham Joshua Heschel of thé Jewish Themkg Theologicalgdiq
Seminary of America = to consultations between Cathblic\ and Jewish
laymen in locel communities, mutually exploring solutions to |
community problems and seeking cooperation and joint action across
religious lines. We believe such dialogug;haﬁﬁ%éen enormously bene=
ficial, both for Catholics and Jews who have learned better to under-
stand one another, but also for the common good of the comﬁunity as

a whole,




Thé decree introduced at the Hcumenical Councll by Csrdinal Bea
condemning anti-Semitism may stand es a milestone in man’s continuing
struggle for résgact and understanding among the faiths, For Jews
its implications are even more far-reaching and poignant, For we
may be about to witness the end of what has been the root of un-
speakable tragedy to our paopleifor almost 2000 years. We are.
grateful that the essense of Cardinal Bea's decree”attacks not
only the ﬁisaasa of anti-Semitism but 1ts causes as well through

its speecific eondemnation of daieide and its inarpretation of

A <

the common baskgrounﬂ of Judaiam and christianity.
A burdansome taak will await us all even after final acticn
has been taken by the Council on the decree. We—Jews-naw.havae the .. ...

ArT Wo hope ‘that Catholics everywhere will find it in their hearts

to implement the decree in their everyday lives so that Catholies
and Jews - 1ndaed, peoples of all faitha -= can live henceforth in

peace and harmony.



The intrbdﬁctidn.by Mugustin Gérdinal Bea; President of
tﬁe Secretafiatufbr thelPromotién Qf Christian Uhity; into the
Ecumenical Goﬁngii of a decree dealing with Catholic attitudes
'towafés Jews énﬁ Judéism,has heen'gréeted as an event of historic

N
importance by Jewish spokesmen in every part of the world, What
is it about this decree that makes it sé-apeoial from a Jewish
point of view?

The.éébrée condemms anti-Samitism} and dedlores in the
stréngésfqp§s§ibleaméﬁneﬁ the attifude of those who hate; per-
secute or show cbnteﬁpt'for the Jewse Howévef; the Church has
condemned anjifSemitism on previous occasions; In 1928; for
-exampié;aaxdearee,of the Holy foice; confirmed by Pope Pius XI;
condemned ﬁin an esﬁecial manﬁer the hatred against the people;
onée' chésen by God; that hatred; ﬁameiy; which nowadays is
commonly called aﬁti-Sémitism; In 1938, Pope Pius Xi. addressing
2 group of Belgian pilgrima;,declarad, anti-Semitism is a repugnant
movement in which we thist;ans can have no part...Spiritually we
are all Semites. In 1957, Pope Pius XII expressed similar viéws

to a delégation of the imerican Jewish Committee.
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The decree also empﬁasizes the Churqh;s Jewish origins
and thé Judade elenekb dn its own heriﬁagee‘ But this too,
does not represent a ﬁtriking_depaiture;lsince Catholic schpiars
and theoldgians have repeatedly affirmed fhe Church's debt to
Judaism,

What is particularly significant about this decree is that
it explicitly repudiatas.the éharge fhat the Jews are a people
of deici&es (11ter$113 "Qod killers," or ?Christ killers")

wlgeh. genaralicn, ) '
cursed and rejected by Gndﬂ?br the sin of having crucified His

Son. The decree thus demolishes a cpncept that has served

to sanction hatred and persecution of Jews across the centuries.
The deicide charge, which is considered by both Jewish and
Christian scholars and social scientists as a profound and
pervasi#e source of anti-Jewish attitudes, 15 deeply imbedded
in a considerable pa;t of traditional Catholic teachings, from
the early Christian Pathers down tc present day parochizl

school textbooks.
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“God has foresakem the Jews. They have denied the Father,
crucified the Son..:.Jenceforth their Synagogue is the house

of demons and idola.try,“ wrote St. Jobn Chrysostom, in the‘@m
century.

And more thkan 1,500 years later, the same invidious accusas=
tion is found in a Catholic textbook: “The chief priest took
up a cry that put a curse on themselves and Jews for 2ll times

‘His hlbolﬂ_{be on us and our childreni®®
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PROPOSED STATEMENT TO EKE BE ISSUED BY

AJC WHEN WE GET WORD TO GO AHEAD _ A

7

: A

1. The AJC hails as an'historic event the preseﬁtatioﬁ to
the Ecumenical Council of che deégee concarnins Christian :
attitude toward Jews. - R

2. We believe’ in a spirit that . recognises the historic
values of Judaism and the living raligion and creeqj(ggnceived
we feel out of a sense of cgtholic concern to eliminate centuries .
Iold tensions.. This de&iee may wall augur a new era in Christian—
Jewiéh relations. '_'  \ | ; H

. To-his>Eﬁin¢ncé.C&¥dinal B0 3 87 txibute for
chét insight, fhat-co;biéation of deep:réiigioué feéling and
;humaniém thatphe hﬁd his Secre:ariét héﬁe brought to the building
of this great work., ’ | ¥y

4. By caatlgating attltudes and beliefs that have perpetrated
hostilltles agdinst Jews generation after generatlon, by comdemning
i-antimSemltxsm in: a manner none can misunderstand, and by de-
-nouncing unaquzvacally the mythq that the Jews are a deicde
people rejected by God -- "Christ killers" in.the pogu}ar
epithet - the Church can ﬁrovide a powerful force . for the rooting
out oéxzzalennia~old evil that has cost incalculable suffering

3. The problema dealt with in this decree, that from long

past affected Jews throughout the world, are are in no wise _—

political in nature. P : o _ i
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6. With this decree the Ecumenical Council can mske a
unique cbﬁtribution to better undars:anding'amdng'the great

religions living side by side in our world and foster mutual

freapect among men of every faith - goals giving meaning to

vatican II not only for Catholics but for men of good will

- everywhere, ob;ectives in keeping with the ingpiration of the

YT
late Popa.John XXIII and steadily-pursued by Paul xa.
'7; Acceptance of thls dacree will make it 1mpossibla for

any one to. instigate hatred for Jews aﬂd claim sanctlon for

' support in church teaching or dogma Implementation of it

althrough preaching in houses of worship and education in schools_

can result in a fﬁﬁdamental reconstrﬁctian of Christian
attitudes t:oward Jews . |

8. One can'only,:ajaicé af“thisfeffort'tb'fédféss'iﬁﬂ'

injustices so cdntt&tj“to'the spiritual and moral ideals common " -

to both religions, at this attempt for bringing about that

new. order in human relations" srirringly evoked by~ John KKIII i

in-h;s-addresagopening the,ggumenical cQuncil,





