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SPECIAL FEATURE 10/6/72 |

VATICAN II -=- TEN YEARS LATER

(Sixteenth of a Series)
THE COUNCIL AND THE JEWS
by Rabbi Marc H. Tenenbaum *

NEW YORK (RNS) -- In terms of Catholic-Jewish relations, Vatican
Council II continues to merit the judgment that I offered in Rome on
Oct, 28, 1965, at the time of the adoption of the Declaration on
Non-Christian Religions: the Council was an historic milestone, a
decisive turning point in the 1,900 years of relat;onshlps between
Jews and Chrlstlans in the Western world.

The most important net effect of the deliberations and actions
taken by the 2,500 Council Fathers is that these have resulted in a
profound chanpge of Christian mentality toward Jews and Judaism on many
levels in the Catholic Church during the past decade. That alteration
in Christian consciousness was a fundamental precondition to taking
the first steps in creating a new Christian tradition incipiently
characterized by a clear-cut repudiation of anti-Semitism, and a grow=-
ing respect for Judaism as a living religion of permanent value to its
adherents.

To the historian of ideas, there are two '"facts of life" that are
self-evident; first, that great, seminal ideas that have changed the
course of history have been invariably the creation of a small group,
usually an intellectual elite; second, that it takes decades for such
formative ideas to percolate through an entire society and to change
its worldview and behavior patterns.

Thus, one of the more significant achievements of Vatican Council
II was that its adoption by an overwhelming vote of Nostra Aetate
(Declaration on Non-Christian Religions) -- as well as other progres-
sive declarations on Religious Liberty and the Church and the lodern
World == gave strong impetus and provided a sanction for small groups
of prestigious Catholic scholars and churchmen to bezin the serious
process of removing the sources of anti-Jewish attitudes in Christian
teaching and liturgy and to lay the foundations of a Christian theology
of Judaism that is congruent with the vital realities of Jewish exist-
ence. : ; .

(more)
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* Rabbi Tanenbaum is the national interreligious afiairs director
of the American Jewish Committee, and is widely regarded as a leading
figure in the advancement of Jewish=Christian understanding. He was
the only rabbi present at the Vatican Council during the deliberations
that led to the adoption of the Conciliar Declaration on Non-Christian
Religions,
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That there exists today, a decade later, a network of scholars
in Scripture studies, theology, church history, liturgy, and sociology
in the United States, Europe, the Middle East, Latin America, and even
in Africa and Asia, engaged in creating a new Christian culture that
is sympathetic toward Jews and Judsiam is itself the most telling
commentary on the long-range historic wvalue of the Council.

After 1,900 years of by-and-large tragic experience with
Christian tradition and Christian society whose momentum moved
horrendously in an anti-Jewish direction, the present reversal of
field is simply inconceivable without taking into account the
decisions of Vatican Council II.

And continuing for 2 moment on this positive side of the ledger,
the search for a new understandinz between Catholics and Jews was not
altogether confined to scholars during the past decade. In a study
which Doninican Sister Rose Albert Thering and I conducted together
in 1970, it was evident that Catholiecs were making serious efforts to
impreve teaching about Jews and Judaism in Catholic scminaries,
colleges, universities and high schools.,

(Our study, prepared for a colloquium on "The Theology of Israel,"
held at Seton Hall University in collaboration with Msgr. John M.
Cesterreicher, disclosed that '"40 per cent of Catholic seminaries and
colleges provicded courses in Jewish studies; 41.3 per cent of the
seminaries and 75 per cent of the colleges treated Judaism in compara-
tive religion courses; and 82.7 per cent of the seminaries and 68.9
per cent of the colleges offered Scripture courses which specifically
dealt with the relationship of Christianity to Judaism. Almost 70
per cent of the Catholic high schools that responded to our question-
naire reported that local rabbis were invited into the classrooms
when Judaism was being discussed.")

These developments, too, are inconceivable without giving cdue
account to the impact of Vatican Council II. '

Parenthetically, our study also revealed that '"no similar struc-
tural reform took place among the mainstream Protestant denominations
-- a negative affirmation of the value of the Council, and perhaps a
positive suggestion to the Protestant leadership, "Go thou and do
likewise."

A balanced evaluation requires that we look also at the negative
side of the Catholic~Jewish ledger and at unresolved issues that call
for far morc scrious attention than has bean given thus far since
Vatican II. These issues have been stated forthrightly by the Rev.
Edward Flannery, cexecutive secretary of the Secretariat for Catholic-
Jewish Relations in his Nov. 1970 report to the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops. These problems still exist:

"l) Anti-Semitism, though mostly low-toned and unconscious, is
still widesprecad and requires constant effort to detect and unmask its
many disguises.,

"2) Catholic Bcholars have not yet sufficiently pursued research
into the rencwal of theology regarding the place of Judaism in the
divine plan, thouzh the Vatican Council's statement on the Jews showed
the way.

(more)
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'3) The State of Israel has become a serious stumblinz block in
Jewish-Christian relations. Since 'Jews have in the vast majority
identified with that state' and 'see Zionism as central to Judaism
itself and essential not only to Israeli but also Jewish survival,'
they consider it 'as an ecumenical and a religious consideration
which should be included in the dialogue.”

The need to speed up the process of closing the gap between
advances made by the scholarly elite and the people in the pew in
relation to anti-Semitism, a more adequate theology of Julaism, and
Israel has assumed especial urgency for the Jewish community in light
of troublesome cdevelopments in recent months. The calculated
exploitation of anti-Semitism, including the use of theological anti=-
Semitism, by the Soviet Union and some Arab propagandists have
impelled many Jews to look to the Catholic community as an ally and
countervailing force in conbatinz this new wave of hatred toward the
Jewish people.

The forthcoming nationwide evangelistic drive of "Key '73" --
paralleled by intensified mission-to-the-Jews programs whose conver-
sionary efforts presuppose a denigration of Judaism as an "incomplete
religion" -~ have also underscored the importance of Catholic and
other Christian efforts to put an end once and for all to proselytiz-
inz the Jewish people.

And finally, the recent dastardly acts of nurder and terrorism
against Israelis, accompanied by the growing penctration of anti-
Jewish Arab propaganda in Catholic and other church circles, have lent
a sense of urgency in the Jewish community for Catholics to assume a
nore vigorous role in combating appeals of extremism and polarization
and to engapge together in effective works of reconciliation between
Jews, Christians, and Muslims in the liddle East, and among all peoples
everywhere. -

For in the last analysis, reconciliation was what Vatican Council
II was all about in its ultimate meaning.

-0~
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- Rabbi Schonfeld said, "It is to be hoped that the Church will rethink
its position and recognize the role of Israel in the life of the Jewish
people. A real step forward would be the establishment of diplomatic re-
lations becween Vatican and Israel."

While the new Vatican guidelines "have eliminated some of the suspicions
and misunderstandings which characterized the attitude of Christians toward
Jews for many centuries,” the Rabbinical Council president said, "it is re-
grettable that the one point which would have really allayed the fears of
the Jewish people has not been mentioned,"

"This is the recognition that Israel the land, and Israel the people,
are inexorably intertwined and that the land of Israel occupies a unique
pesition in the theology and dogma of Jews everywnere that differs from
that of any other religious persuasion," he saicd.

Commenting on another aspect of the guidelinas, Rabbi Schonfelid said,
"We understand that these guidelines are directed toward Christians, par-
ticularly Catholics, and that they represent the Church's understanding and
degma concerning the Jewish people. This is their privilege but we Jews
must not allow that to confuse us."

2

"When the Church says that it would welcome joint prayers with the
Jewish people, we Jews must assert that joint prayers are not acceptable.
While Christianity acknowledges its roots in Judaism, Judaism stands inde-
pendent"and that, therefore, the term 'Judeo Christian Tradition' is irre-
levant.

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger, vice-president of the Rabbinical Council,
told convecation delegates that "Israel's diplomatic isolation has brought
about psychological insecurity to the American Jew."

"While we have not noted any marked increase in overt anti-Semitism,™
he said, "Jews must be affected by the speed with which Israel was abando-
ned by Western Europe in the wake of the Yom Kippur War and the Arab oil
embargo."

Rabbi Milton H. Polin of Brooklyn, N.Y., chairman of the conference at
Beth Sholom Congregation here, called for greater contributicns from com-
munal. funds to the education process.

He warned that "the lack of funds plus the inflated costs are threaten-
ing the very existence of our institutions of learning. Some of our most
stable schools are on the brink of bankruptcy." :

Urless something drastic is done to salvage their position, we shall
be in deep trouble,™ he szid.

-0~ PAGE -20-
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TO: . Members of the International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC)

FROM: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, IJCIC Co- -Secretary
representing the American Jewish Committee-

DATE: December 26, 1974

RE: VATICAN GUIDELINES TO BE ISSUED ON JANUARY 3, 1975: A

JEWISH CRITIQUE

Fnllowing is my critique of the proposed Vatican "Guidelines"

'iwhich I propose as a basis for discusaion with memhhrs of the Vatican
Office for Catholic-Jewish Relations when we meet in Rome from
January 7 fhroogh = | |

The Guidelines for implementing the'Vatieaﬁ Cooncil-Deolafa-
tion dealihg with Catholie-Jewieh‘reletione have been pfomuigated.
as an internal document for the guidance of the Cathollc communlty,'
and, as such it would normally be inappropriate for us to comment
on an interior Catholic matter - espeoially since its contents have
not been fo:melly'shared with IJCIC prior to their puolicetion.

On other levels, however, it-is not only appfoofiate but
obligatory.thqt we'clarify our views‘regafding-critical aepeofs of;
this document: 'fifst, the guidelines make a number of-explicit ref=-
erences which constitute value judgments regarding the vel{dity and
legifimacy of Judaism and the Jewish people. Insofar as we have ac-
cepted the respoosibilitf of representing the interests of_large
segments of world Jewry, we are morallj obligated to assure that the

dignity and honor of the Synagogue and the Jewish people are defended
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and upheld; Second, Cardinal Willebrands in his introductory uote
to ihe Guidelines characterizes this document as 'the charter of
the (Vatican) Commission for:;elations with Judaism."' The contents
of the guidelines are therefore of crucial significance for the
future of Qatholic-Jewish relations in our lifetime, since it pro-
| vides authoritative orientation.fbr the'CatHolic péople throughout
the_world_in_both théir_official institutionql and interpersonal
daily.relationships with Jewish égencies and Jewish persons as
neighboré and félloy-citizens. |

.Viewed in their entirety, the Guidelinés represent from an
_informed Jewish perspective a significant clﬁrification of a number
of vital issues Centrgl toléathoiic-Jewish'relaﬁions which we welcome
- as a constructive and timely contribution to the advancemegt.of
ngish-christian_understgnding_and coope:atiop.

At the same time, it contains regrettably certain formulatiqns
thét no self-respecting Jewish person can live with.in good conscience,
since these formulations imply a reiigiqus "second class" status in
the family of faith-_conuiuiiities, |

‘ The.positive féatures of the Guideliﬁes ﬁhich we ﬁelcome include
the.followiﬁg: | | |

‘a) IA reiteration of theIexpiiciticon&emnapiqﬁ_By the Roman.
Catholié Church of ahti~Seﬁitiam and discrimination whiéh waslfirst
contained.in the Vatican'CouﬁcilzDeclarétibn on_Nonféﬁristién Religions.

The re-commitment to the cause of combatting anti-Semitism assumes
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heightened importance today in light of current internatiocnal con-
ditions in which this ancient hatred is being exploited systemati-
cally by the énemies of the_Jewish peoplé, and therefore this acﬁion
is most timely. |

b) The appeal to Catholics to recognize that "dialogue de-
mands respect for the other as he is, above all, respect for his

' In respect of Judaism and the

faith and his religious convictidns,'
Je%ish people that implies, as the Guidelines state, that Catholics
seek "to learn by_ﬁhat essential_trﬁits_the Jews défine themselves
~in the 1ight of theiﬁ_bwh religious experience.' A declaration, if
‘taken seriously, would.logicaliy and morally necessitate a cominguts
terms with the fact fhat the Jewish people's self definition centéfs
on the critical conviction that God's Covenénf with Israél.is ever-
"léSting and:is not subject to termination_or substitution:by_the
claims of another faith community.l As the Bible declares in Deuteron-
omy 7: 6-9: "For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God: the
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be His own treasure, out of all
'peoplés-that are ubon”the face of the'earth.:

”The Lord did not set his lcvéiupon you, nor choose you, because
yoh were more in number than aﬁy people - for you were the fewest pf
all people§ - buf because the Lord loved you, and because He would
keep the oath which'Hé'swore unto youf fathers, haﬁﬁ the Lord brought
you out with a mighty”hand,'and redeemed you out of the house of
Bondage, from the land of Pharoah King of Egypt.: Know'therefore

that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God, who keepeth
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Covenant and_mercy_with them that iove Him and keep His Commandments
to a thousand generations."

The free election by God of His people explicitly involves
not only'tﬁe Sinaitic'Covenant,'but the Covenant with our Father
- Abraham by_Which-the Holy Land was promi;ed_to him and to his seed,
the people of Israel, until gternity} Any_definition-of contemporary
Jewish religious experignce that does not provide-forzdue cpmprehension
and acceptance of the inextricaﬁlé bonds of God, People, Torgh, and
Promised Land risks distortion 6f_theles§ential nature of Judaism
#nd-ﬁhe Jewish ﬁeople; and would constitute‘é.regresaion in Jewisﬁf
Christian understanding.'

c) The chgrge to implanent newlunderstandings in scholarship
through the various methods of "teaching and-eduéation" is a valuable
and neéded:reinfofcemént in these vital areas. The abandonment qf
‘the false and polemical teachings regarding the alleged collective,
guilt of'the_Jewiqh.people for thg death.of-JeSus; of the stereotypes
of the Pharisees as the corporate énamigs_of Jegus,_and the so called
spiritual'deéline of Judaism after the first éentury'q_alllthese his~
toric falsehoodslwhich have conétituted an'incitemeﬁt'tq anti-Semitism
- must continue ‘to be uprooted as the weeds of.prejud;ce and discrﬁmf
ination. The systématic;ipcérporation'of these new insights of con=
temporary scholarship which have come to a fresh disqovery_qf JuQaism
as a living féalitf into-all areas'of Catholic Education, 1iturgy,

and mass media would constitute nothing less than a revolution in
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esteem between Catholics and Jews everywhere.
d) The call to joint social action is particularly welcomed

at this time when such pressing national and international problens

involving so much human suffering require maximum cooperatiom. = 7 i

As to thé negative features of the Gﬁidelines we wish to make
clear the following: While acknowledging the right of Christians to
evangelize, the assertion of ﬁ-conversiohary iﬁfention within the
framework of Guidelines for the improﬁemeht of Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions cannot but cast doubts'abpht the mofivationé of tﬁe entire pro-
gram, Presuppose& in a conversionary approach to the 3ewish:peqple
is a clear assumption that Judaism is inadequatelas'the sourcé of | |
truth and value to the Jewish people, and chatlthé eiectioh of Isréeli
as a covenanted peoéle has soﬁehow been terminated. .Such an assertion,
either implied or explicit, contradicts in fundamental ways other
positive statements in the Guidelines that appear to'tecognize thei
integrity of Judaism in its own terms.

| To welcome these Guidelines-without making clear that these'
negations or unresolved ambiguities toward Judaism and the Jewish
people are totélly unacceptable to'thé Jewish conscience would be
nothing less than a betrayal of God's revelation to Is}ael and to
truth itself. Beyond that, such anachronistic claims; if unéQn—
tésted, would underﬁihe the authérity and credibility.of all those
greét Christian scholars in all denominations, and in a variety of

scholarly disciplines, who have been formulating a systematic new
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theology of Israel that is congruent with the actual religious
realities of Judaism and the Jewish people. This theqlogigal devel-
opment, the.most hopeful sign of Jewish-Christian relations in }900:
years, pfovides the only basis for genuine mutﬁal acceptance and
- mutual trust between Christians and Jews, We feel strongly that the
Guidelines mﬁst seek to encourage this deVelopment apd not contribute
to its weakening or dissolution.

We therefore take seriously Car&inal Willebfandfslinstructioﬁ
in the introductory note that the.text'does not give a Christiaﬁ_
theology of Judaisﬁ" which requires fgrthef study before a posifio@
can be developed:that will be acceptable to varipu§,9chools of
thought, Jewish as well as Ch;istian: We.pledge our every coopera-
tion in that vital study and 1earning process fhat hoﬁefuliy will

lead to a new positive era in Jewish-Christian relationships.
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He alsc praised the guidelines for urging Catholics to recognize that
"dialcgue demands respect for the other as he is, above all respect for his
faith and his religious convictions."

But he observed that such a declaratlon would mean accepting the Jewish
people's conviction that God's Covenant with Israel is.everlasting and not
"subject to termination or substitution by the claims of another: faith
community,™ He also noted that:

"Any definition of contemporary Jewish religious experience which does
not provide for due comprehension and acceptance of the inextricable bonds
of God, Peuple, Torah, and Promised Land rdisks distorfion of the essential
nature of Judaism and the Jewish ptople and would constitute a rcgre351on
in Jewish-Christian understanding.”

He called the Vatican guidelines' intention to implement new under-
standings in scholarship through teaching and education "a valuable and
needed reinforcement" in these areas. "The systematic incorporation of these
new insights of contemporary scholarship which have come to fresh discovery
of Judalsm as a living reality into all areas of Catholic education, liturgy
and mass media would constitute nothing less than a revolution in esteenm
between Catholies and Jews everywhere," he said,

Rabbi Tanenbaum also welcomed a call to "joint social action" at a
time when Ysuch pressing national and international problems involving so
much human suffering require maximum cooperation.”

Of certain "negative features™ of the guidelines, he stressed that
while Jews acknowledge the right of Christians to evangelize, "the assertion
of a conversionary intention" in the guidelines "cannot but cast doubts
about the motivations of the entire program.”

"Such an asserticn...contradicts in fundamental ways other positive
statements in the guidelines that appear to recognize the integrity of
Judaism in its own terms,” Rabbi Tanenbaum added.

"To welcome these guidelines without making clear that these negations
or unresolved ambiguities toward Judaism and the Jewish people are totally
unacceptable to the Jewish conscience would be nothing less than a betrayal
of Ged's revelatlon to Israel and to truth itself,” he said.

Fabbi Tanenbaum pointed out that such claims, "if uncontested, would
undermine the authority and credibility of all those great Christian
scholars in all denominations, ...who have been formulating a systematic new
theology of Israel that is congruent with the actual religiocus realities of
Judaism and the Jewish people.” '

Terming this theolcgical development the "most hopeful sign" of Jewish-
Christian relations in 1900 years, he said it provides the basis for "genuine
mutual acceptance and mutual trust between Christians and Jews."

Finally, he observed, "we feel strongly that the guidelines must seek
to encounage thls development and not contrnbute to its weakening or
dissolution.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said his "crifique" of the Vatican document would be

on Catholic-Jewish relations at a meeting, Jan 7 to 9, in Rome.

0= : PAGE -11-
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But Is Critical Of Some 'Formulations!

RABEL DESCRIBES VRTICAN DOCUMENT ’ i -
RS 'C:ONCTRUCTIVE AND TIMELY' For Releasc: Friday, Jan, 3, 19705,

or later
By Religious News Service GUARD AGAINST PREMATURE RELEMNSL
' NiW YORX (RNS) -- A spoxesman for the International Jewish Committae

for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) welcomed a new Vatican documcnt on
Christian-Jcwish relations as "constructive and timely," but warned that it
contains some formulations which place Judaism in a "second class" religious
status. : .

Rabpi Marc Tanenbaum, co-secretary of (IJCIC) and national dircctor of
interrcligious affairs of the American Jewish Committee here, said he felt
"morally obligated" to comment on the Vatican guidelines issued Jan. 3, de-
srite the fact that the document was promulcated as an "internal document
for the guidance of the Catholic community in their relations with Jows,

"...1it is not only approoriate but obligatory that we clarify our views
regarding critical aspects of this document," He said, because "the guidelines
make a number of explicit references which constitute value judgments regard-
ing the validity and legitimacy of Judaism and the Jewish people.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum said that because IJCIC has accepted the responsibility
of rupresenting the interests of M"large segments of world Jewry, we are mor-
ally obligated to assure that the dignity and honor of the Synagogue and the
Jewish people are defended and upheld.?

Rabbi Tanenbaum said that his comments were being made on behalf of the
Bmerican Jowish Committee only and that while he is a spokesman for IJLIC,
the internatiocnal organlaation representing various Jewish groups, would issue,
a statement for its membeorship at a later datc.

The rabbi said that because Cardinal Jan Willebrands, President of the
Vatican Commission for Religious Relatiuns with Jews, characterizes the
document as a "charter" for his commission the contents of the guidelines are
of "crucial significance". for future Catholic-Jdewish relations.

The document, which seeks to implement thc Vatican II declaration
"Nostra Aetate," issued in 1965 on Catholiec relations with non-Christians,
particularly called for "real dialogue” common prayer, theological consul-
tations, study and rescarch and joint social action amcng Catholics and Jews.)

Rabbi Tanenbaum said that the guidelines, "in their entirety, reprosent
from an informed Jewish perspective a significant clarification of a number
of vital issues central to Catholic-Jewish relations which we welcome as a
constructive and timely contribution to the advancement of Jewish Christian
unders kanding and cooperation,”

At the same time, the document contains regrettably certain formulations
that no self-respecting'Jewi'sh personcan live with in good conscience, since
thesce formulations imply a religious 'second class' status in the family of
faith communities."

fimong thesc negative features are what he called a "conversionary ap-
proach to the Jewish people,"” and the underlying assumptions that Judaism is -
not an adequate source of truth and value to the Jewish people and that the
covenant of Israel is cnded.

The "positive" features he noted included the "reiteration »f the ex-
plicit condemnation® by the Catholic Church of anti-Semitism "which assumes
heightened importance today in light of current international conditions in
which this ancient hatred is being explgited systematically by the encmics
of the Jewish people,..”

(mmé) . PAGE -10-
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Study,

Rapport With Jews

Unitee Press Internutignnl

WASHINGTON—A recently
created Vatican commission
called Thursday for strenght-
ening Roman Catholic-Jewish
relations, including the possi-
bility of joint prayer.

The document, intended to
provide guidelines for Catho-
lics, grew out of the decade-
old Second Vatican Council’s
statement on the Jewish peo-
ple.

But the Rev. Edward Flan-
nery, executive secretary of
the U. S. Bishops’ Secretariat
for Catholic-Jewish relations,
said the document “‘goes well
beyond that (Vatican II)
statement.

“In many ways it may be
seen as the fruit of the dia-
logue between Christians and
Jews that has taken place
since the council.”

Although he voiced regret
at “certain excisions” in the
guidelines, Father Flannery
said they *‘should hoperuit_',
give a new and strong impe-
ws to the promotion of
¢ atholic-Jewish  understand-
and cooperation.”

The guidelines urge Chr+
tians to acquire a better tw-
derstanding of the basic coi3-

ponents of the religious tradi-
tions of Judaism amd to
“strive to learn by what es-

sential traits the Jews define
themselves in the light of
their own rehgmus experi-
ence.”

In addition to common
prayer, the guidelines said
Catholic-Jewish relations
could ~ be  strengthened
through *‘real” dialogue that
respects the religious convic-
tions of each faith and
through collaboration in the
struggle for peace and jus-
tice at the local national and
international levels.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
director of interreligious af-
fairs of the American Jewish
Committee, called the doc-
ument a ‘“‘significant clarifi-
cation of a number of vital
issues central to Catholic-
Jewish relations . . ."

He said positive features of
the document included a
“reiteration of the explicit
condemnation of anti-Semi-
tism,"" the appeal to Cathol-
ics to recognize that ‘“dia-
logue demands respect,’ and
the call 1o joint social action.

But the document doés not
mention the existence of the

state of Israel, and Rabbi

Tanenbaum said:

“Any definition of contem-
porary Jewish religious ex-
perience that does mot pro-
vide for due comprehension
and acceptance of the inex-
tricable bonds of God, peo-
ple, Torah and the Promised
Land risks distortion of the
essential nature of Judaism
and the Jewish people and
would constitute a regression
in Jewish-Christian under-

standing.”
Rabbi Tanenbaum also
said that, while he recog-

nized the *“‘right of Christians
to evangelize, the assertion
of a conversionary intention
within the framework of
guidelines for the improve-
ment of Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions cannot but cast doubts
about the motivations of the
entire program.”

In addition to suggestions
for prayer, dialogue and so-
cial action,,the guidelines in-
clude statements on teaching
and education, placing on
Christians the obligation to
see that catechisms, religious
texts, history books and the
mass media do not distort
Judaism. 2
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By Mar_‘ﬁ'orte Hyer
‘Washlegton Post Blafl Writer
The Vatican has issued, ef-
fective today, a long-awaited
document designed to:combat
anti-Semitism and replace neg-
ative attitudes between Chris-
tians and Jews with “better
mutual understanding and re-
newed mutual esteem.”
But the new “Guiidelines and
Suggestions” document fails

est issues of Christian-Jewish
relations: efforts of Christians
to convert Jews and the Chris-
tian amtude mward the state
of Israel.

A major thrust of today’s
document, which is intended
to make practical suggestions
for implementing the 1865
Vatican Council proclamation
on Christian-Jewish relations,
deals with New Testament ref-
erences to the Jews.

Priests are admonished to
|Lake care that their “homilies
i based on them "will nat distort
Hhmr meaning, especially
| when it is a question of pas-
isages which seem to show the
Jewish people as such in an in-
favorable light. Efforts will be
made so toinstruct the Chris-
tian people that they will.un-
derstand the true interpreta-
tion.”

to deal with two of the thorni-|.

deal with the crucifixion of Je-
sus, the guidelines direct that
distinctions be made. between
historical figures responsible
for Jesus’ death and Jews gen-
erally to “avoid appearing to
arraign the' Jéwish people as
such.”

The 1965 Vatican -Council
statement condemned the ster-

‘eotype of Jews as “christ-kill-

ers,” an attitude which has
been the root of much- anti-
Semitism thrnugh history.

The effect of ioday’s docu-
ment is far-reaching in that it
spells out the application of
the Vatican Council’s doctrine
both in weekly sermons and in
the translations of seripture
for -use in Roman . Catholic
church liturgy throughout the
world, ~

While todays document
stresses the need for genuine
dialogue between Catholics
and Jews, dlalogue which
"demands respect “for the
other as he is; above all, re-
spect {for his faith and his reli-
gious convictions,” it stops

Especially in passages thaty

,smns” from the original docu
,ment “regrettable.”

' omissions “should not prevent

n Ur rges Better
Chmstlanafew C lzmate

shcrt of cendemnmg efforts to
convert Jews to Christianity.

Such efforts—more préva-
lent 'in recent years am‘ongl
conservative Protestants than!
Catholics—have increasingly
irritated Jeéwish religious lead-
ers, who view them as a form
of anti-Semitism, -

An earlier draft of today’s
document, which has been in
preparati(}n for at least. six
years, repudiated 'such prose-
letyzing.

The earlier draft also in-
‘cluded a section—omitted
from’the final ‘version—that
said Christians should under-
stand the state of Israel as
having “religious significance”
for Jews since it .was
prmmsed ‘to their ancestoTs
from the days’ of Abrahams
calling”” ~

In an’ unusual reference to
behind: ‘the-scenes consulta-
tions that resulted in striking
these passages from the final
document,” the Rev. Edward
Flannery, éxecutive secretary
of the U.S. Bishops' Secretar-
iat for Catholic-Jewish Rela-
tions, called ‘certain exci-

He added, however, that any

a just cvaluation of this final

.version on its own merits.”
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Better Catholic-Jewish
Relations Sought By Vatican

NEW YORK, Jan. 3 (AP)
— The Roman Catholic
Church has called for specific
new steps aimed at develop-

*ing “better mutual under-
standing and renewed mutual

- esteem’’ between Christians
and Jews.

Conditions now are in sight
for achieving a ‘‘new rela-
tionship’* and *‘deep fellow-
ship,” said the church’'s new-
ly expanded unity secretariat
in a document offering guide-
lines for seeking that goal.
The Vatican document was
disclosed yesterday.

Various actions were
urged, including increased
theological dialogue, greater

“teaching and preacliing at-
tention to shared scriptural
and worship traditions, modi-
fied approaches to commonly
miscontrued New Testament
passages and joint work for
social justice.

The “spiritual bonds and

historical links’* make closer
relationships of Christians
and Jews obligatory, the doc-
ument says.

However, to the disapprov-
al of some Jewish leaders, it
emphasizes that the church
by nature “‘must preach Je.
sus Christ 1o the world.”

“Lest the witness of Catho- -

lics to Jesus Christ should
give offense to Jews, they
must take care (o live and
spread their Christian faith
while maintaining the strict-
est respect for religious liber-
ty,” the document states.
Rabbi Marc H. Tannen-
baum, cosecretary of the In-
ternational Jewish Commit-
tee for Interreligious Consult-
ations, welcomed the docu-
ment as generally "construc-
tive and timely."" He said the

guidelines would mean a
“revolution in esteem be-
tween Catholics and Jews ev-
erywhere."” .

But he said that the docu-
ment *‘contains, regrettably,
certain formulations that no
self-respecting Jewish person

‘can live with in good con-

science.”

He said that Jews acknowl-
edged *“‘the right of Chris-
tians to evangelize, the asser-
tion of a conversionary inten-
tion within the framework of
guidelines for the improve-
ment of Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions cannot but cast doubts
about the motivations of the
entire program. |

“Presupposed in a conver-
sionary approach to the Jew-
ish people is the clear as-
sumption that Judaism is in-

-adequate as the source of

truth and value to the Jewish
people, and that the election
of Israel as a covenanted
people has somehow been
terminated.”

He said the matter would
be taken up with the Vati-
can’s new commission on
Catholic-Jewish relations at a
meeting in Rome next week.

He pointed out that some
Christian scholars, both Prot-
estant and Catholic, had pre-
viously developed a new theo-
logical view of Judaism as
being permanently valid to
Jews, with Jesus's work ex-
tending redemption to others.

The Vatican guidelines, is-
sued by the church’s Chris-
tian Unity Secretariat that
last October was expanded to
include a2 special commission
on Judaism, seek to put into
practice policies set by the
Second Vatican Council.

The Rev. Edward Flan-

nery, director of the U.S.
bishops’ secretariat on Catho-
lic-Jewish relations, voiced
regret at “‘certain excisions”
in the guidelines, but said
that nevertheless they
**shouid hopefully give a new

‘and stronmg impetus to the

promotion of Catholic-Jewish
understanding and co-opera-
tion.”

The document, noting that
Christianity sprang from Ju-
daism, says: ‘‘Although we
believe that the importance
of meaning of that Jewish
tradition was deeply affected
by the coming of Christ, it is
still nonetheless rich in reli-
gious values.”

The document restates
the Vatican Council's' con-
demnation of ‘‘all forms of
anti-Semitism and discrimi-
nation” and emphasizes that
blame for Jesus's crucifixion
cannot be placed on all Jews

then “nor upon the Jews of

today.” :

**Jesus was born of the -

Jewish people, as were his
apostles and a large number
of his first disciples,’ the
document points out. It
stresses that the same God
inspired both the Old and
Néw Testaments.

Although Jesus's teaching
had a “‘profoundly new char-
acter,”” he “nevertheless, in
many instances, took His
stand on the teaching of the

.0ld Testamert," the docu-

ment notes.
“Jesus also used teaching
methods similar to those em-

_ployed by the rabbis of his

time.”

The guidelines urge fuller
explanations in sermons and
church teachings of various
New Testament passages

-

“ish people .

that seem to show “the Jew-
. in an unfa-
vorable light."" The guide-

. lines say that correct inter-

pretations can dispel nega-

. tive misimpressions.

For instance, the document
notes that the Gospel of John
often refers to ‘‘the Jews' -as
acting against Jesus, when
the context actually means
‘'leaders of the Jews' or
“adversaries of Jesus.”

In addition, the words,
‘““Pharisee” and ‘‘pharisa-

_ism’" have taken on prejora-

tive meanings the document
notes, although scriptural
studies alter that image.

Further, the document
says Judaism and the Old
Testament must not be por-
trayed as a ‘“‘religion of only
justice, fear and legalism.”
The document cites Old Tes-
tament passages emphasizing
love and mercy, paralleling
New Testament passages. =

Values in the Old Testa-
ment have ‘‘not been can-
celed by later interpretation
of the New Testament, which
only brings out the full mean-
ing of the Old," the document
says. “‘Both Old and New il-
lumine and explain each oth-
er.”

The document calls for
more emphasis on the “‘com-
mon elements of liturgical
life” of Jews and Christians,

“with the Bible holding an es-

sential place for both. The
document says:
“Emphasis will be laid on

‘the continuity of our faith

with that of the earlier cove-
nant, in the perspective of

‘the promises, without mini-

mizing those elements of

‘Christianity which are origi-

nal.”
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Weather: Mostly sunny today; eo‘ld
tonight. Chance of rain tomorrow,
Temperature range: today 27-42;
Thursday 33-38. Details on Page 53,
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LEVITT INICATES
(AREYISNERROR
ON A DEFICIT NOW

But.Agrees With Governor
That a $500-Milfion Gap
Looms for Next Year

By FRANCIS X. CLINES
Spacial to Thé New York Times
ALBANY, Jan. 2—State Con-
troller Arthur Levitt indicated
today that, contrary to Gover-
nor Carey’s expressed comncern,
he did not expect the current
state budget 1o slip into deficit.

A Jong-awaited Vaticay state-
on ways to improve Roman
Catholic-Jewish relations is be-
ing made available today.

The guldelines, as they are
called, were prepared by the
church’s Commission on Rela-
tions With Judaism to carry out

Text of Vatican statement,
Jewish response, Page 8. .

Mr, Levitt, in a report on rev-
enyes for the first nine months
of the fiscal year, said incoming]
revenmes were unning “'slight-
ly ahead” of estimates original-
Iy predicted.

However, he agreed with the
Governor on the major focus of
concern—the new budget for
the fiscal year, beginning in
April—ang sai Mr. Carey would
have a “difficult time in bal-
ancing next year's budget.”

$500-Million Shortage

He concurred with Mr. Carey
that a deficit of at least $500-
million loomed for next wyear,
even if the revenue picture con-
tinued to hold up favorably in

the fimal three months of the|.

the “Declaration on the Jews"
issued in 1985 by the Second
Vatican Council.

Like the declaration the
.|guidelines reassert the church’s
condemnation of anti-Semitism
and call for a sweeping action
to eliminate all forms of dis-
crimination against Jews that
might be found in the church’s
worship and teaching.

The guidelines call for dia-

-|logue, affirmation of a joint

Biblical and theological herit-
age and emphasis on “common
elements of the liturgical life”
as means for improving rela-
tions between Catholics and
Jews.

Among other things, they ap-

By KENNETH A. BRIGGS

peal for Catholic respect for
the Jew's “faith and his re-
ligious
against comparing the Old

New Testament, stress that “it
is the same God” who speaks
through Abraham, Moses and
Jesus, and wurge a common
quest for social justice.

The guidelines were to be of-
ficially released at a news con-
ference today, but news services
reported the details a day in
advance,

In response the International
Jewish Committee on Interre-
ligious Consultations predicted
in a statement that the guide-
lines would- ‘“encourage better
understanding” and applauded
their stand on anti-Semitism.
But it noted regretfully that the
text failed to include a refer-
ence to Israel and left uman-
swered the question whether
Jews were to be viewed as
needing conversion to Chris-
tianity. The committee spoke on
behaif of the World Jewish Con-

Continued on Page 8, Column 1

current budget.

* | Last month, Mr. Carey, after
speaking stringently agbout the
next budget, extended his con-
cern to say that the situation
was worsening to the point
where e in the current
budget there “may well be a
deficit by April 1.”

Informed of Mr. Levitt's more
positive outlook, a spokesman
for the Governor said, “That’s
some encouragement.” But he
added that the final quarter's
revenue would be closely
watched.,

‘Extremely Pleased’

Soviet-Egyptian Tension
Seen by Moscow Diplomats

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN
Sperial to The New York Times
MOSCOW, Jan. 2—Reports from Cairo that the Soviet
leader, Leonid I. Brezhnev, postponed his trip to the Middle
East for reasons of ill health have met with widespread skep-

circles here.
While details of the postpone-
ment of the trip remain skimpy,

i,
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ticism in foreign diplomatici

GOLD PRICES FALL

convictions,” - warn| "’ i ; )
EVEN SIMON 1S IN ACCORD
Testament unfavorably to the| :

Vatican Offers Guidelines OR)'s ADVISERS
To Bolster Ties With J ews

Action, Long Awaxted-_._ Urges Extenswe
Dialogue and Condemns Anti-Semitism
—_— Jews Voice Welcome and Regret

REPORTED AGREED

President Is Said to Anﬂéﬁr
to Move Toward necisiur;
as Recession Weapon- -

Talks in.Vail Also Brought
Move to Increase the Duty
and Tax on Crude 0il -

By PHILIP SHABECOFF .

Special to The New York Thues = |

dent Ford’s economic advisers
have reached virtual unanimity
on the need for a tax cut 4o

President appears to be moving
toward such a decision, Admin-

istration officials mpurted to-
day.

These officials said there was
still debate about the proper

cautioned that Mr. Ford had
reached no final decision.
But they stressed that just

advisers on economic policy,
including Secretary of the
Treasury William E. Simonm,
were now agreed on the need
for a tax reduction this year
to stimulate the nation's slump-

Mr. Simon had been the cham-
pion of restrictive fiscal poli-
cies to dampen inflation.

$10 to $20 Billion

The differences over the size
of the tax cut, while broad, are

the proposals for a reduction

fall in the range of $10-bilion
'to $20-billion.

ONTAXREDUCTION

size of a tax cut They also -

about all of the President’s key -

reconcilable, according to one-
high official. Generally, he said, '

WASHINGTON, Jan. 2—Presi=

fight the recession, and _‘lhe ’

ing economy. Until recently, -~

foreign _ diplomats __ generally] ity 4() RIODNTY] § (I} Meanwhile, other Administra~,..
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‘establish deepened, working

By George Cornell

New York, N. Y. -AP- On a
worldwide basis, the Catholic
Church is starting a point by
noint effort to rid itself of in-
sinuations _against Jews and

bonds with Judaism. \

"The spiritual bon &s and
historical 1ink s binding the
church to Judaism . . . render
obligatory a better mutual un-
derstanding and renewed mu-
tual esteem," the Vatican said
in guidelines spelling out steps
for seeking that goal.

A Jewish ieader hailed the!
document generally, saying its
implementation "would consti-
tute nothing less than a revo-
lution in esteem between
Catholics and Jews every-
where.'" But he sharply de-
plored certain aspects of it.

.""Totally Unacceptable"

Rabbi Marc H. Tannenberg,
co-secretary of the Inter-
national Jew ish Committee
for Interreligious Consulta-
tions, said the guidelines
asserted a ''conversionary in-!
tention" toward Jews, imply-
ing that Judaism was inade-
quate for them, and that God's !

Catholic Church Launches

Drive on Offenses to Judaism

covenant with them had
ended.

This is "totally unacceptable
to the Jewish conscience,' he
says, adding that Judaism
centers ''on the critical cons
viction that God's covenant
with Israel is everlasting"
and not subject to substitu-
tion.

He says the matter will be
taken up with the Vatican's
new commission on Catholic-
Jewish relations at a meeting
in Rome Tuesday through
Thursday.

He points out that some
Christian scholars, both Pro-
testant and Catholic, have de-
veloped a new theological
view of Judaism as being
permanently valid to Jews,
with Jesus' work extending re-
demption to others,

Ask Positive View

That concept “provides the
only basis for genuine mutual
acceptance and mutual trust
between Christians and Jews,"
he says. Nevertheless, he wel-
comed the Vatican document
generally, saying its condem-
nation of anti-Semitism takes
on "heightened impertance to-

| day in light" of international

exploitation of anti-Semitism

by "enemies of the Jewish
people."

"Lest the witness of Catho-
lics to Jesus Christ should
give offense to Jews, they
must take care to live and
spread their Christian faith
while maintaining the strictest
respect for religious liberty,'"

the Catholic document states. | -

On other matters, it calls
for major Catholic initiatives
to instill a more positive view
of Judaism, emphasizing that
Jesus, His apostles and first
followers were Jews and that

He used teaching methods of
a rabbi.

The document reiterates the
Second Vatican Council's dec-.
laration that Jesus' death can-

‘not be blamed on all Jews

then nor Jews today, and calls '
for preaching and teaching to
clarify New Testament pas-
sages commonly misinterpret-
ed to put "the Jewish people
. . . in an unfavorable light."
Both Old and New Testa-
ments were inspired by God
and "illume and explain each
other," the document says,
adding that on the “'practical
level in particular, Christians
must strive to acquire a better
knowledge of the basic com-
ponents . . . of Judaism."

TG TN g TR S S W m T R ¢ g -

SRRk TR

[



Thé Tablet
Magaziiae

Religious Relations with the Jews

Papal Commission’s

Guidelines For Implementing the
Declaration ‘Nostra Aetate”

THE DECLARATION, Nostra Avtale, issued by the Second
Vatiean Council on 24 October 1962 p the relationship of
the Chureh te nen-Christian religions.”” marks an important
milestene 0 thee history ol Jewsh-Christiun relations,

Moreover. the step laken by the Cowned linds s
historical selting in circumstances deeply atfeeied by the
memory of the persceution und massacre of Jews which
ook place in Furope just before and during the Second
World War

Although Christamity sprang trom Judinsm. taking Irom
it vertain essential elements ol its faith and divine cull. the
gap dividing them was deepened more and muore. to such an
extent that Chrastian and Jew hardly knew each uiher

After two thousand years, too oflen marked by mulual
wgnorance and frequent confrontation. the Declaration
Nustra Aetale provides an opperlunily o apen or Lo con-
tinue a dialogue with o view o better mutusl un
derstanding tiver the past ame vears< qamy sleps i this
direction have been taken in vanous countracs. As o resull,
it 1= easier to distinguish the conditions under which a new
relationship between Jows und Chrisnans may be worked
vul and developed, This scems the right moment to propose.
foliowing the guidelines of the Council, some conerete
suggestions born of experience, hopmg that they will help to
bring into aetwal eastence i The Bife of the Churen Lhe o
lentions expressed in e coneilar dociment

While relerring the reader back to this document. we may
simply restate here that the spiritual bonds and historical
links binding the Churech Lo sm coned posed
o the very spirh ol Chrstiamity s all forms af aniesemitsm
and diserimination, which moany case the dignity of the
human person alone would sulhee o condemn. Further
stll, these links and relatonships render obligatury o
better mutual understanding and renewed mutual esteem
un the practical level in particulur, CUhristians must
therelore strive to acguire o better knowledge of the basic
v of the religious traditon of : they must
strive Lo learnm by what essential trans the Jews define
themselves in the light ol their own religious expericice.

With due respect for such matlers of principle. we simply
propose some Dirst praclical applications in different
essential areas of the Chureh’s life. with a view Lo launching
or developing sound relations between Uat holics and their
Juewish bBrothers.

LN ES

1. Dialogue
T tell the truth, such relations as there have been bet-
ween Jew and Christian have scarcely ever risen above the
level of monologue. From now on, real dialogue must be

Diajogue presupposes that each side wishes fo know the
ulher, and wishes Lo increase and deepen 11s knowledge ol
the other, It constilutes a particulorly suitable means of
lavouring a better mutual knowledge and, especially in the
case ol dislogue between Jews and Chnistians, of probing
the riches of one's own tradition. Dialogue demands respect
tor the olher as he 1s; above all, respect lor his taith and his
k'!.‘llﬂllll.lﬁ convieiims.

In virtue ol her divine mossion. and ber very nature, Lhe
Church must preach Jesus Chost to the workd ©Ad Gentes,
20 LSt the wit ness of Cutholics te Jesus Chirst should give
otlence o Jews, they must Lak | their
Christian [uth while mainta £ L rospueet for
religious liberty | wilh the teaching of 1he Second
Vatican Counest (bbecication Dignitats Humanae: They
will likewise sirive 1o understand the difficulties which
arise for the Jewish soul - rightly imbued with an extremely
high. pure nution ol the divine lranscendence - when faced
with the mystery of the incarnate Word.

While 11 is true thal a espread air of suspicion, in-
spired by an unfortunate past. s SHll dominant in ths
parbieuler area. Christians, for their part. wall be able to see
tw what extent the responsibility s theirs and deduce
practical conclusions lor the Julure.

In addstion (o triendly talks, compelent people will be
encouraged 1o meet and to study logether the many
problems deriving from the fundamental convictions of
Judaism and of Chrstamity. In order not W hurt reven in
visluntarily | those Laking part. it will be vital Lo guarantee,
not wnly tact, but o greal openness ol <piril and dilfidence
wilth respect te one’s own poejudices
sver circumstances as shall prove possible and
epluble, one might encourage o common
meeling m the presence of God. in prayver and silent
mediation. o highly efficacious way ol finding that
humility. thit openness of hearl and mind, necessary
prerequisiles lur o deep knowledge of onesell and of others
In particular, that will be done in connection with great
vauses sueh as the struggle for peace and justice.

1l. Liturgy

The existing links between the Christian liturgy and the

Janmary 8, 1875
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Jewish liturgy will be borne in mind. The idea of a living
commumnily n the service of God, and in the service of men
fur the love of God, such as it is realized in the liturgy. is
Just as characteristic of the Jewish hturgy as il is of the
Christian one. To improve Jewish-Christian relations. it is
important 1 lake cognizance of those common elements of
the liturgical life +formulas. feasts. rites. £1¢.1 in which the
Bible holds an essenlial place.

An effort will be made to dequire a better understanding
of whatever in the Old Testamen! retains its own perpetual
value (¢f. Der Verbum, 14150, since that has nol been
cancelied by the later interpretation of the New Testament.
Hather, the New Testament brings out the full meaning of
the Old. while bath Old and New illumine and explain each
other (et ibid.. 16 This is all the more important since
liturgical reform s now bringing the lext of the Old
Testamenl ever more frequently te the attention of
Christians.

(Continued on page 3m)



SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURES:

Don't Be Loser, Be a Gainer;

Join the Wait-Watchers

NOW THAT THE NEW YEAH 15 almost
two weeks old. we can, without guill, move:
away from our reminiscing and our
resolutions. But where? We might be
afraid to resume our regular routines. We
may be too tired Lo tackle new problems,
ton unsure aboul what we really want, oo
proud to admit we need help. 1U's so painful
10 notice our hang-ups hanging around so
long. New Years so easily produce new
fears. From within us, from outside us.
strong urgings prompl us to do something.
But what? From the rich Liturgy of the
Lord's Baplism comes a possible answer.
Join the Wait-Walchers®

Uur Christean lives often become more
complex than they should. That com-
plexily is so often led by anxiety, fattened
up by fears, hardened by hostility. per-
petuated by parancia. To rescue us from
our complexity lhere is the reassuring
reminder of Sunday's Scripture that Jesus
Christ gives up on no one.

The prophetl Isaiah portrays Jesus as

genile in louch and lone. He comes not o
make His voice heard bul His presence
fell, Jesus comes with patience and pur-
pose. IT the Gospels tell us anything they
remind us forcefully thal Jesus had a
beautiful sense of timing. The rich concept
iried 1o describe that timing is summed up
in the word ""hour.”
Now Is The Hour

Jesus knew His hour. And the beauty of
His presence and His power is built on that
precious ability of knowing how to wait. In
God's good lime and timing there will
always be victory and thal success in our
slruggles, which is popularly pronounced

peace.

Few would deny that ours is truly a
clock-eyed world! It's hard to keep irack
of our i and our

TO LISTEN WITH THE EAR
DOESNT MEAN THAT YOU WILL HEAR
BUT LISTEN WITH THE HEART
AND HOU'LL BECOME A PART

50 oﬂen we are ﬂled w:lt; muslmce or
rmmm{ S0 ourwhdmed by pnsl

THIS IS MY BELOVED
SON — HEAR HIM

Sunday’s
Scriptures
January 12

~ Isaiah 42, 1-4. 6.7
2nd — Acts 10, 34-38
3rd — Luke 3, 15-16. 21-22

Quotation in the cartoon is
taken from the Alleluia be-
fore the Gospel.

Feast of the Baptism
ﬂfﬂwlmf

something Gud wnlked thrmgh_ Con-

demni

or i we
mwa;tlorﬂuimasmﬂe.luuurw
us mot to hold oul but to give in. To

ments. Time tortures those of us who do
nol trust it; it heals those who know how to
use il. The exciling exchange between
Jesus and John recorded in today's Gospel
15 a conlrast belween two value Syslems.
John emmerges as heavy with resistance
and refusal. Jesus is calm. it is His hour
and He knows iL, He challenges His cousin:
“Give in for now.” Good timing involves
joyful trusting. We smile as we learn that
*John gave in.”" And then the skies opened
and everything was going 1o be O.K.
White-Flag It

Learning how to wait involves learning
how to depend. There is much we need and
much we hope for. Waiting is hard because

ta the sil of our own lives
is ultimately o sanclify them. Often
it's more a question of letting
{Him) in than it is of gelting (us) out of
life’s sticky situations.
If Sunday’s Smptures give good up for
the wait-ers they also give us good ideas
for the watch-ers. The preaching of Peter
to Cornelius and his house guests shows
that the hard fisherman was gradually
able to fit the pieces and parts of life
together. As God's plan for seen
more clearly, Peter is prompled to ex-
daimthathehqim"tnmhn true it is
that God shows no iality.”" The past
makes a lot of semse. Il is mot juat
we lived through; it is

pasl limes is an unwholesome

Black-and-Blue World
Walching our world, our selves and
others involves also a certain forgiveness
of them. The mission of Jesus is in-
“‘unti} He i Jjustice on
the earth.”" To watch is to be able to live
with mystery and with hope. It is to agree
thal sometimes the best way to describe
our bruised world is with the adjective
incomplete instead of the adjective im-
perfect.

Christian wait-watchers never lose.
They always gain. They end up putting on
(:hnst and that keeps them from putting

off their responsibility to really love and
really live. To join Wail-Watchers is to
remember Jesus and to share anew in His

Text of Papal Guidelines on Religious Relations with the Jews ..

(Continued from page I'm)

When commenting on iblical text: . emphasis will be laid
on the contimnty of our [aith with that ol the earlier
Covenant, i the perspective of the promises, withoul
mizing those elements of Chrstamly which are
original. We believe that these promises were [ullilled with
the lirst comang of Christ. Bul it is none Lhe less true Lhat we
still awail their perfect fullilmenl 1n his glorious relurn atl
the end of time.

Wilh respect o liturgical readings, care will be laken to
see that homilies based on them will not distorl their
meanng. especially when if is @ question of passages which
seem Lo show the Jewish people i~ such in an unfavourable

light. Effurts will be made so u instruct the Christian
pruple that they will understand the [rue interpretation of
all the texts and their meaning for the contemporary
believer.

Commissions entrusted with the task of hlurgical tran-

shation will pay particular attention fo Lhe way which
the: pross Uwse phrases and passages which Christians,
il not weil informed. might misonderstand because of
prejudice. Obwviousty, one cannot aller the text of the Bible,
The pont 15 1hal, with o sion destined Tor hiurgieal use,
there shouid be an overriding preoceupation to bring oul
explicity the meaning of a lext, while tuking seriplural
studies nla aceount

The prececing remarks also apply to introductions to
biblical readings. w the prayer of the Faithful. and to
commentaries printed in missals used by the Laity.

11l. Teaching and Education

Althuugh there is still o grest deal of work Lo be done. a
betiter understanding of Judaism itsell and its relationship
1o Christianily has been achieved in recenl years thanks o
the teaching of the Church, the study and research of
scholars, 4 also to Lhe beginming of dialogue. In Uis
respect, the Tollowing lacts deserve Lo be recall

- 1L 1% the same et insparer and author of the books of
buth Testaments, [t Verbum, 161, who speaks buth in
the uid and new Cesenanis.

- Judiasm i the time of Chrst and Uhe Apostles was o
complele realily, embracing many different trends, many
spiritual, religious, secial and cultural walues.

- The ld Testament and the Jewish tradition

- Jesus was born of the Jewish people. as were his
Apostles and a large number of his first diceiples. When he
revealed himsell as the Messiah and Son of God 1cf. Matl.
16161, the bearer of the new Gospel message, he did so as
the fulfilment and perfection of the earlier Revelation. And,

Ithough his had a pr dly new character,
Christ. nevertheless, in many instances. took Ms siand on
the t of the ()d Ty The New T tis
profoundly marked by its relation 1o the Old. As the Second
Vatican Uouncil declared: God, the inspirer and author of
the books of both Testaments, wisely arranged that the New
‘Testarnent be hidden in the (id and the Old be made
manilest in the New"™ (el Verbum, 161, Jesus also used
leaching methods similar lo those employed by the rabbis
of his lime.

With regard o the trial and death of Jesus, the Council
recalled that “what happened in his passion cannol be
blamed upon all the Jews then living. without distinetion,
nor upan the Jews of loday™ « Nostra Aetate, 41

- The history of Judaism did not end with the destruction
of Jerusalem, bul rather went on to develop a religious
tradition. And. although we believe that the importance and
meaning of thal tradition were deeply alfected by the
coming of Christ il is still nonetheless rich in religious
values.

With the prophets and the apostle Paul, “'the Church
wwitlls the day. known Lo God alone. on which all peoples
will address the Lord in a single voice and “serve him with
one aceord” Soph. 3:9)°7 1 Nnstra Aetale. 4).

Information concerning these questions is imporiant at
all levels of Christian instruction and education. Among
sources of information, special attention should be paid to
the Toflowing:

- calechism and religious lextbooks

- history hooks

the inass-media press, radio, cinema. television!

The elfective use of Lhese means presupposes the through
frmation ol mstructors and educalors in training schools,
semanarics and universilies.

Mesearch nto the problems bearing on Judaism and
Jewishi-Uhristian relutions will be encouraged among
spec ly in the fields of exegesis, theology.
h'rslur)- Higher nstitutions of Catholic

upon it must nol be set against the New Testamenl in such a
way thal the former seems Lo constitule a religion of only
justice, fear and legalism, with no appeal Lo the love of God
and neighbor (el Deut. 6:5, Lev. 19: 18, Maul. z2:34-4n

search, in ion il ible with wther similar
l “hrastian institutions and expprls are invited Lo contribute
tr the salutivn of such probiems. Wherever possible. chairs
ol Jewish studies will be created, and collaboration with
Jewish scholars encouraged.

mission. It’s like being born all over again.

IV. Joint Social Action

Jewish and Uhristian tradition. founded on the Word of
trod, is aware of the value of the human person, the image
of God. Love of Lhe same God must show itselfl in effective
action for the good of mankind. In the spirit of the prophets,
Jews and Christians will work willingly logether, seeking
social justice and peace at every level - local, national and
international.

Al the same Ume, such collaboration can do much to
fuster mutual understanding and esteem.

Conclusion

The Second Vatican Uouncil has pointed out the path to
follow in promuting deep fellowship between Jews and
Christians, Bul there 15 still a long road ahead.

The problem of Jewish-Christian relations concerns the
Church as such, sinve il 15 when “pondering her own
mystery’” that she encounters the mystery of lsraels
‘Therefore, even in areas where no Jewish communities
exist, this remains un importanl problem. There is also an
eeumenical aspect lo the question: the wery return of
Christians Lo the sources and origins of their faith, grafted
on lo the earlier Covenanl. helps the search for unity in
Uhrist, the cormerstone,

In this field, Lhe bishops will know what best o do on the
pastoral level, within the general disciplinary framework of
the Church and in line with the common teaching of her
m-lguilmum +or example, Lhey will create some suitable

ariats on a nati or regional level,
or appoint some person Lo the im-
plementation of the conciliar directives il'ld the suggestions
made above.

Un 22 October 1974, the Hniy Father lnsutuled Im' thg
umiversal Church this C: i for R
with the Jews, joined lo Lhe Secretariat “for Promoling
Christian Unity. This special Commission, created to en-
courage and foster religious relations between Jews and
Catheolics - and lo do so evenluaily in collaboration with
other Christians - will be, within the limits of its com-
pelence. al the service of all interested organizalions,
providing information, for them., and helping them to
pursue their task in conformity with the instructions of the
Holy See.

The Commission wishes Lo develop this collaboration in
order to implement, correctly and effectively, the express
intentions of the Council.

fiiven at Rome, | December 1974,

CARD. JORANNES WILLEBRANDS
President of the Commission

Jamuary 9, 1975 m




January 10, 1975

Editor

Today's Catholic

P. 0. Box 12429

San Antonio, iexas 78212

Dear Friends:

It is good to read in the January 10th issue the lead article
on the front page that announces that " .he Vatican has issued a
far-reaching call for deeper understanding and closer relationships

in dialogue, prayer and action between Catholics and Jews."

I am deeply grateful and gratified that our friendship and
brotherhood will be further enhanced.

Sincerelg,

DRIGINAL SIGNED BY
RABRI DAVID JACOBSON™

Rabbi David Jacobson

DJ:jh
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Cardinal Sh‘ehan i

Here is b‘:e text of Cam'mal She—
han’s statement on the new lanmnl
gmdelmes on Jemsh- Catholic reh-
tions. .

‘ : i .'_‘_, ; §';'-a
Persona]ly, I am daeply gratified at

the statement issued by the Vatican
entitled “Guideline and Suggestions for °

Implementing the Statement of the
Second Vatlcan Council, ‘Aetate
Nostra’.”

Already I believe that the conciliar
document has gone far in bettering
Catholic-Jewish understanding and in
lessening prejudice, particularly in this
country. I believe that this Statement
will prove to be an important means of
promoting still further mutual un-
derstanding and respect between Jews
and Catholics. ;.

It is gratifying also to note the
generally favorable response of the
International Jewish Committee, the
World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue
Council of America, and the American

Jewlsh Committee to the dncument ;
That some disagreement was ex-

pressed, it seems to me, is quite un- .
derstandable. Unless there exist basic '
doctrinal differences between the:

Jewish religion and the Catholic:
religion which could be the reason for:
misunderstanding between the'

- members of both faiths, there would be

no reason for such organizations as the-
U.S. Bishops’ Committee on Catholic-

Jewish Relations or corresponding -

organizations among the Jews.
Surprising to me is the unfriendly
tone of the statement of Rabbi Marc
Tanenbaum —at least, that part of his
statement which appeared in the New |
York Times, ‘“No self-respecting Jew,”
he is quoted as saying, ‘“could live m
good conscience with portions of the:
Guidelines, particularly those that.
‘imply a religious second-class status in,
the family of faith communities.” " The-.

Times goes on to say, “Rabbi Tanen-:
baum singled out for special criticism . §.
the ‘assertion of a conversionary in-!

‘deep

adequate as the source of truth and
alue to Jewish people.’ ”

“In my reading of the Statement I

1 the part of Rabbi Tanenbaum. It
was evidently the intent of the Vatican
etariat to improve relations with
ewmh people, not to insult them. One
only wonder what the Rabbi has in
mind when he says that *‘no self-
respecting Jew could live in good
conscience thh portions of the
Guidelines... :

,1- The Statement seemned carefully
jdrawn to reflect advances in un-
derstanding and good will that have
&djready been made in many places,
th the hope that this advance would
-be extended and that progress will be
#'carried still further.
: _ltistobehopedﬂ;atitlsinmis
. spirit that this Statement of Guidelines

.and Suggestions will be accepted
generally by both Catholics and Jews.

c,;m'oa-_«c. A?ew&w 8

y gratzfzed ’é
ntion that assumes that Judalsm is

<
el

und nothing to justify such language

s

.

g
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1 has issued a far-reaching|and J h at the specialist research and reflec-
can has issued a far-reaching 2nd Jews, bot
‘PRODUCTIVE DIALOGUES’ X call for deeper ]!.l:tliuer:h;?nmnjg ;J_loyts level ':;&F m the -‘chp!] 2&% i:u:i AE;;‘“-}-“ nee ::w c,,:::
g o —Careful attention In the/mission for Religlous Rela-

- . . - . '
Rubb' RIChman Pra‘ses vat'can S m!:g::’cgggﬁisaﬂi ?:3;“ liturgy to the ﬁmﬂn eled tions with the Jews should be
e g® . . ments of Chris and Jew
The new document, which
Chf le | ﬂn'., EWlSh R e,ﬂﬂ'OHS TEXf condemns “all forms of anti- I;:r!l‘u n:;:gfd w‘o mﬂgﬁa
W Semitism and discrimination” of biblical passages that hav
. Scranton—Rabbl Milton Richman, spiritual advisor |as “opposed to the very spirit ok v pfewg“m sl
‘.- of Temple Hesed, Scranton, Issued a public statement |of Christianity,” Is entitled|°¢R - T o by mee.lle,w
to local news media praising the Vatican Guidelines for [“Guidelines and Suggestions|2S du;nﬂa\fo aml oiatien o
. ~Gatholic-Jewish Relatlons issiied by the newly formed |for Implementing the Concili-{20d o careful transiation o
o pursslon for Religious Relations with the Jews, head-  [ar Declaration ‘Nostra Aeta-|!Iturgical "phras oot
ed by Jan Cardinal Willebrands, A | te" (no. 4). o %,%?f ;:mf-g‘éf, nﬁuﬁ"mmﬂg
Rabbl Richman said in part: “Considering how tre- | yostra - Aetate” (“In Our derstand because of preju
; Mmendously helpful and potentially meaningful this lat- Age”) 15 the Second Vatican|gios:n : 4
est s‘t'atement is, I for one, am very pleased Indeed. . Council's Declaration on the _Eim elimination of antl
Jews, Catholics and Protestants have shared mar- Relationship of the Church|y qaic anti-Semitle ton
velous and productive dialogues over the years and in to Non-Christian Religions. I.II:.]C orm e eins et
my 16 years here in Scranton, I have had the pleasure Number 4 of the declaration sortcamlwedu cation: and in th
- Shaporking in areas of Bible Study, soclal action'and fdeals with the Church’s rela- media, and the estal
shared liturgical experience with many profound_and tionship with the Jews. Tmers octage
' inspiring Cathollc representatives, both clergy, religlous, | Tne new document came| iron :mm“m"" poseitile’s
. a‘vnlin,ffmwoﬁ,m’ Kk wit { B from the Vatican's newly|Catholic Institutions of high:
3. Clark,the wise 4nd warm relatlonship wiih Rer_vje, [[0rmed Commission for Relr(er learning and researeh:
tor Donovan, C.P., and the brilliant anz dynamic rels. |810US Relations with the Jews| —Collaboration betw e e fdiscrimination, which in any .
tionship with Msgr. Constantine V. Siconolfi, as wéll as |&'d Was slgned by Cardinal{Christians and Jews “In seek-case the dignity of the hue
. many other wonderful Catholic people. The great Jan Willebrands, president of|ing soclal justice and peace|man person alone would suf-
" of these relationships certalnly refiect the fns ring [the new commission. The|at every level—local, nationallfice to condemn . . . On the
leadership of Bishop J. Carroll McCormick” ™ document was dated Decem-/and international;" - . f{practical level in particular,
“The Vatlcan statement makes it an Ideal for fom- |DET 1 but not released public-| —The esta blishment .by|Christians :must therefore
munities all over the world and here in Scranton we've |\ Until January 3. It was re-|bishops of “some suitablefstrive to scquire a better
been heading in that direction and now are encouraged |!€85€d in English In the Uni-/commissions or secretaries onfknowledge of the basic com-
to do more, to do It deeper, to do it wider." ... 'f?g ted States by the Natlonalla national or regional level'{ponents of the religious tra- [HEEESEEEN iR 4 s
(Ed. Note: Msgr. Clark was the first d(,;gh, of Clatholicw Omf: J:r glrorma- to foster reén}lom betwee di:llon of Judaism; the':; :t'rnusl: Pl uiriaaly : Wiz s ) 4
. = " tlon in Wash n, D.C. Catholics and Jews. . ve to learn by what es- |SENECRIEIE . . -
:;:kﬁwﬁ::: osistonririghs f:;:',;’;:,‘m,.:fh‘if“;‘z“f; The new siatement fs in| An  Introductory note e lential o the Jewe oty  PVATICAN DOCUMENT--Most Rev. J. Carroll MeCarmick. D.D. Bishop of Seranon
> 2 z ! rily t - atic - and Msgr. James C. Timlin, chancellor, ex e :
tended primarily to set prac-jleased by the Vatican ex-fihemselves in the light of fosel Doscgrmnmt. detalling Guldelines for Catholic-Jewish Relations, (Complete text

The ongoing exchange of
lecturers and professors be-
tween Catholic and Jewish in-

of the Vatlcan's call for more
scholarly collaboration, )

The past 2,000 years, the
document remarks, were “too

tation . . . the spiritual bonds
and historical links binding
the Church to Judalsm con-
demn (as opposed to the very
spirit of Christlanity) ail
forms of anti-Semitism and

Donovan, CP, is director of Jewish-Christian Rela- [tical guidelines for Christian-|plained that the dgoument helr own religlous experl-
#ons) . ... Com et aanens [Ee .- ;,wﬁ Tmo"s' It calls for: Ecloeu not propose a theologylence” . 81_, _ = { of the document Is to be found on Page Two of t_:lda:r‘__l 'I.-!;_ht.')_ o f
: ' R AT o St~ N x N
. : L : N
) SE"?Q BATD A R TTe SC- Ly Ll 3,
Lt ¥ T PO ! s /



ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
OF B'NAI B'RITH

315 Lexington Avenve.
.New York, N.Y. 10016

MEMORANDUM.
To: ADL Regional Directors
From: . ‘Rabbi Leon Klenicki

Date: January 13, 1975

Subject: On the Vatican Document "Guidelines and Suggestions for Implementing
The Conciliar Declaration Nostra Aetate." I. Theological Understand-.
“ing .of the Document,

The declaration on the relation of the Church to non-Christian religions
of Vatican Council II was promulgated by Paul VI on October 28, 1965. The decla-
ration, known also as Nostra Aetate for the first Latin words of the document,
dedicates one chapter, the fourth, to the relationship with the Jewish religion.
The other sections study the relationship of the Church to Islam, and to "the vari-
ety of non-Christian religions."

- Nostra Aetate stated the theological position of the Council in regard to

~Judaism, but did not advise the Catholic community on how to implement the Conciliar
Declaration. Several working papers were presented at the 1969 meeting in Rome
where Catholic representatives of different countries suggested outlines and guides.
One of those suggested working papers was leaked in Baltimore by Lawrence, Cardinal
Sheehan. The media, at that time, announced it as "the set of guidelines" though
it was only a working paper presented at the study session of 1969 in the Vatican,
a session presided by Jan Cardinal Willebrands, presently President of the newly
created Commission for Religious Relations with Judaism.

After five years of preparation the Vatican published on January 3rd, a
set of "Guidelines and Suggestions for Implementing the Conciliasr Declaration Nostre
Aetate." Enclosed please find a copy of the official edition of the document. The
Guidelines follow the main recommendations of the working papers with certain 1mpor-
.tant exceptions, that will be explained later on.

I will analyze the document in its positive and negative aspects and in
another memorandum will suggest some programs based on the Guidelines.

Negative and Disputable Aspects

The main objection to the document and the one that will rightfully face
a critical reaction in the Jewish community is the lack of any reference to the
State of Israel or the Land of Israel. The Vatican's reasoning for this exclusion
is based on the assumption that the Guidelines constitute a religious.document.
Further the Vatican believes that a specific reference to Israel could be takem as
a political move in the tense atmosphere of the Middle East: Professor Federico
Alessandrini, the Vatican s chief press spokesman, echoed this position when he sald
in Rome, January 3rd: "The document has an exclusively religious 31gn1ficance. i i
There is nothing whatsoever to do with any polltlcal problems. . : -

(over)
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It is important to say that at lecast three of the working papers presented
in 1969 included references to the role of Israel in the spiritual and religious
existence of the Jewish people, and the importance of this consideration by Catho-
lics. (1) For example, the document prepared by a Commission composed of Professor
C. Rijk, Father Edward N. Flannery, Dr. J.R. Kruijf, Abbot Rudloff, and Father Le
Deault, November 1969, had the following on the question of land and Israel which
has not been included in the present Guidelines:

"In the wake of long generations of painful exile, all too often
aggravated by persecutions and moral pressures, for which Chris-
tians ask pardon of their Jewish brothers, Jews have indicated
in a thousand ways, their attachment to the land promised to
their ancestors from the days of Abraham's calling. It could
seem that Christians, whatever difficulties they may experience
must attempt to understand and respect the religious signifi-
cance of this link between the people and the land. The exis-
tence of the State of Israel should not be separated from this
perspective, which does not in itself imply any judgment on.the
hlstorical occurrences. or on decisions of a purely political
order. -

The omission of Israel in the Guidelines should not be an obstacle in our
1nterre11gious work. Quite the contrary. The Vatican view is not necessarily
shared by American Bishops or by the Catholic community. Diocesan newspapers, pres-
tigious. Catholic magazines and Catholic leaders have expressed their support and
sympethy for Israel. The National Conference of Catholic Bishops in November 1973,
issued a resolution, "Towards Peace in the Middle East," where they expressed the
view that a political solution to the Middle East situation involves the "recogni-
tion of the right of Israel to exist as a sovereign state with secure boundaries.”

A paragraph of the document, written in a very dubious style, is of dis-
putable character and may reopen the old prosyletizing polemic. The Guidelines say
that "dialogue demands respect for the other as he is, above all, respect for his
faith and his religious convictions.” This positive expression is somewhat obscured
by the phrase "in virtue of her divine mission, and her very nature, the Church must
preach Jesus Christ to the world (Ad Gentes, II). Lest the witness of Catholics to
Jesus Christ should give offense to Jews, they must take care to live and spread
their Christian faith while maintaining the strictest respect for religious liberty
in line with the teaching of the second Vatican Council (Declaratlon Dignitatis
Humanee). They will likewise try to understand the difficulties which arise for the
Jewish soul rightly imbued with an extremely high, pure notion of the divine tran-
scendence - when faced with the mystery of the incarnate word." This is backed
later on in the document with an excerpt from Nostra Aetate: 'With the prophets
and the Apostle Paul, the Church awaits the day known to God alone, in which all
peoplgslw1ll address the Lord in a single voice and serve him with one accord (Soph.
I1I1-9)."

There is no open denial of conversion or proselytizing while the above

rentioned working paper of 1969 says that "all intent of proselytizing and conver-
sion is excluded." _

It is unfortunate that such a clear and'strdng denial has been removed
from the present declaration. There is no justification for it unless we have in
consideration that the Guidelines have been written by Catholics and are directed
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to them. Father de Contenson, & Dominican and Secretary of the Commission for Reli-
gious Relations with Judaism remembered this fact in a press conference-in Rome,
January 3rd, he said that the Guidelines had been elaborated without "direct col-
laboration by Jewish experts' and were "a document of the Catholic Church" not, "a
document of a mixed body."” However, the "Guidelines" issued by the Archdicceses of
New York, Rockville Centre and Brooklyn, though directed to Catholics made a point
in saying that: "We reaffirm here the statement made by the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops in their GUIDELINES FOR CATHOLIC JEWISH RELATIONS: that 'prose-

‘lytizing is to be carefully avoided in the dialogue

The reference to the divine mission of the Church may have been a conces-
sion to conservative minded Catholics. But the obscurity of the text is not helpful
and will cause a negative reaction in the Jewish community. The Church is logically
- divided in this matter of proselytizing, and the problem is also faced in Protestant-
Catholic relations. Even after the Decree on Ecumenism there are discussions among
Protestants and Catholics on the matter. But for Judaism it has a painful meaning.

(2)

Another element of disputation is the concept that God, "inspirer and au-
thor of both testaments wisely arranged that the New Testament be hidden in the 0Old
Testament, and the 0l1d be made manifest in the New Tbstament." This phrase was
taken gram the Vatican's Council Second Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei
Verbum

: ¥ The above mentioned working document of 1969 had the following on the same
- subject: "An effort must be made to understand better that the Old Testanent re-
tains its proper validity. This should not be denied by reason of the subsequent
interpretation of the New Testament. The Old Testament should not be understood ex-
clusively in reference to the New, nor reduced to an aellegorical signiflcance, as

is so often done in the Christian liturgy." They dlso quoted from the Constitution
Dei Verbum, but from Chapter 14 and 15, that recognizes the value per se of the
Hebrew Bible. (3)

The ambiguities in the Dei Verbum Declaration reflect Pauline influence.
St. Paul was torn between two different and opposing views: the recognition of
Judaism as & valuable religion and the new development embodied‘in Jesus' message.
The working paper of 1969 chose to take one view, the one I feel will be most help-
ful in dialogue, that is, Paul's recognition of Judaism (Ep1stle to the Romans

2:k-5). ()

Positive Aspects

1. Condemnation of anti-Semitism. The Guidelines "condemns as opposed to
the very spirit of Christianity, all forms of enti-Semitism and discrimination.”
This is a stronger statement compared to the Declaration Nostra Aetate where it says:
"The Church moreover, rejects any persecution against any man. For this reason and
for the sake of the patrimony she shares with the Jews; the Church decries hatred,
persecutions, and manifestations of anti-Semitism.directed against Jews at any time
- and by anyone." The word "decries" is a translation of the Latin word "deplorat",
from the verb "deplorare"” and is stronger inan the English deplore. In 1965, the
time of the promulgation of the Declaration Nostra Aetate, the word "condemn" was
not used because Catholic theologians felt that this word was used in the Church in
relation to heresies and heretics. The usage of a stronger language in condemning
anti-Semitism is an advancement in the present Guidelines, especially at this time
when anti-Semitism is a danger for Isracl and for the Diaspora.

(over)
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2. Holocaust. The Document mentions the Holocaust as the major force in
shaping the Council’s Declaration Nostra Aetate. It says that the Council "finds
its historical setting and circumstances deeply affected by the memory of the perse-
cution and the massacre of Jews which took’ place in BEurope Just before and durlng
the Second World War."

3. Monologue and Dialogue. The Document indicates that the relationship
is not a monologue, a reference to the Middle Ages, when the Church spoke alone in
the disputations, or in sermons to the Jews in Catholic Churches, etc. The present
relationship, as indicated in the Guidelines, is a dialogue, the encounter of two
equal entities. It clearly states that: "A dialogue supposes the desire for mutual
knowledge, as well as expansion and growth of that knowledge. It constitutes a
privileged way to encourage better knowledge of one another, and especially when it
applies to Jewish-Christian relations. This dialogue fosters a deeper understanding
of the riches proper to each tradition. The conditions for dialogue are the respect
for each other as he is, especially for his faith and for his religious convictions.

"

L. Changes in the Liturgy. This second paragraph of the document is of
great importance. It indicates the obligation to explain the Bible texts that are
read at services, especially those which create anti-Jewish feelings. The Guide-
lines specifically point to an example of the Gospel of John, one of the most
controversial books of the New Testament, and a source of anti-Jewish polemics. The
Guidelines indicate the procedures to be followed when reading from the Gospel of
John or any other Book of the New Testament that may have any polemical reference
to Jews or Judaism: "Commissions entrusted with the task of liturgical translation
will pay particular attention to the way in which they express those phrases and
passages which Christians, if not well informed, might misunderstand because of
prejudice. Obviously, one cannot alter the text of the Bible. The point is that,
with the version destined for liturgical use, there should be an overriding preoc-
cupation to bring out explicitly the meaning of the text while taking scriptural
studies into account.” (5)

The Guidelines are recommending a method already used in our tradition,
that is, the Midrashic method of explaining a Biblical text.

: 5. Common Prayer. The Document also refers to common prayer "in whatever
circumstances as shall prove possible and mutually acceptable." This is a very
delicate matter that has created innumerable problems in the Jewish-Catholic rela-
tionship. Prayer plays different roles in both Judeism and Catholicism, and a
common liturgical endeavor may hinder the peculiar theological implication of each
faith. The danger of synchronism is always present.

6. The Role of Catholic Education. This is the best section of the docu-
ment and will enable ADL to work with greatest intensity in Catholic colleges and
seminaries.

The main areas of recommendation by the Guidelines are: "At all levels of
Christian instruction and education, information concerning this question is impor-
tant, and among the sources of information, the following should be especially noted,
catecheticel texts, history books, mass media (press, radio, films, television).

The effective use of these means presupposes a thorough formation of instructors and
educators in the training schools, seminaries and universities."

The document also recommends the following: '"Research will be encouraged
upon the specialists and departments teaching Judaism and’ Judeo-Christian relationms,
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especially in the areas of exegesis, "theology, history and sociology. Higher insti-
tutions of Catholic research, if possible in association with other similar Chris-
tian institutions and experts, are invited to contribute to the solution of such
problems. A-Chair of -Jewish .Studies will be- created where possible, and collabora-
tion with Jewish scholars will be encouraged.. ;

T. Social Action. The document calls for "effective action from mankind,
seeking social justice and peace. at local, national and international levels.

This sccial action is of great interest for.joint cooperation in the fields
of poverty, food, immigration, etc. It may involve Jews and Catholics at. grassroots
levels in improving local conditions, city problems, etc. It may be an area of close
and intelligent involvement, but it also touches upon questions that divide even the
Jewish community, as the abortion issue or federal aid to private confessional
schools. EG . _

Finsl Remarks

The Guidelines in general constitute a good document. It will open new
vistas in Catholic education, especially in the domein of Catholic colleges, semi-
naries and universities. ADL has been already involved in this area, by countless
encounters in Catholic educational organizations, and a series of scholarly publica-
tions. The recent invitation of Monsignor W. Paradis to study" ‘and react to the
draft of the Catechetical Directory, and its treatment of Jews and Judeism is one
good example of this interreligious work. The recocmmendations in liturgy will allow
the cleansing of anti-Jewish reference in sermons, misinterpretations based on the
reading of the Gospel of St. John, for example. Such a change, the obligation of
presenting the anti-Jewish polemical text with adequate clarifying explanations
will reach Churches aend grassroots, and will eventually help to create an atmosphere
of understanding for Judaism and Israel.

The Guidelines, despite some shortcomings, will mark & new era of under-
standing and cooperation between Jews and Catholics.

My next memorandum will outline some specific programs to implement the .
Guidelines. Meanwhile, I will appreciate your reactions, and any reaction that
might be expressed by Catholic leadership or in articles that appear in the Catho-
lic press.

(over)
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. Edward N. Flannery: '"'Theological Aspects of the State of Israel

- (Chapter 12)
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gHE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Israel Office

winpueJdouudatu

- aate - January 14th, 1975
to Marc Tanenbaum
from M. Bernard Resnikoff
subject

You will be interested, I am sure, in the enclosed
article appearing in the January 13th issue of
The Jerusalem Post entitled "Yatican Dcument is
Stepped Forward - but it jignores the importance
of Icrael to Judajsm". It was wrijtten by Dr.
Michael Krupp who, as you remember, you met last
Friday in-his capacity as Chairman of the
Ecumenical Theological Résearch Fraternlty in
Israel. Regards.

encl.

¢c.c. Morris Fine

MBR/sad



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date

to
from

subject

January 16, 1975,

RABBI MARC TANENBAU
SERGIO NUDELSTEJER :

I am glad to send you attached, an issue of the megazine “Diorama”
which is the cultural section published by one of the most impor-
tant dailies Excelsior, in which their edition of January 12, 1975
reproduced the article by Kenneth Briggs of the “New York Timas™
refering the recent document of the Vatican related with the Jewishx

" Christian Dialogus. All the Press of Mexico and Central America

has given amply diffusion to the recent declarations of the vati-
can Commisgsion of Religion Relations with the Judaism and very spe~
cially your comments and critics.

Such theme will be analized and discussed by seweral jewish Commu
nities of Central America, specially by ecumanicel committees T
which labor in this area. I ‘1l keep you informed about this par
ticular., '

meantime let me congratulate you for your active and inteligent in
tervention in such matters, which are tumning more and more impor=-
tant in the Jewish Christian Approach, day by day.

With my Best Regards.

C.Cs mo Fil‘la.
Attachments.

SN3lb*

wnpueJouwaw



- Department of Interreligious A ﬁai'rs

of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK, N.Y. 10027 - [AREA 212) 2490100

Director: RABBI BALFOUR BRICKNER

Januaryll7, 1975
From: Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Director
To: All Interested Parties

Subject: VATICAN GUIDELINES on RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Attached, for your information, are the recently issued "Guidelines
and Suggestions for Implementing the Conciliar Declaration 'NOSTRA
AETATE'," the response to those Guidelines prepared by IJCIC, excerpts
from Pope Paul VI's address to the representatives of our IJCIC
community with whom he met Friday, January 10, 1975, and the response
to the Pope by Dr. Gerhard Riegner, spokesman for our group on the
occasion of that historic meeting. We also share with you some of

our observations regarding the Guidelines.

"I, What is IJCIC

The International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations.
Its membership:

The Synagogue Council of America
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, through
its Department of Interreligious Affairs, is a part
of the SCA contingent. Because the UAHC has such a
department, I, as its director, am a member of the
IJCIC steering committee and participate in its
deliberations both here and abroad.

The World Jewish Congress

The American Jewish Committee
The B'nai B'rith#*

The Israel Interfaith Committee%*

*(The New York Times erroneously failed to include the names
of these two organizations in its description of IJCIC.)

IJCIC is not a new organization. It was created six years ago in
order to give a more unified voice to the Jewish community in its
dealing with bodies of world Christianity. For the sake of that unity,
the UAHC has frequently not released separate statements on occasions
when bodies of World Christendom have issued documents or position
papers on matters relating to issues of world Jewish concern., We live
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under erganizetionel discipline. ‘Our participation has been through and with
the Synagogue Council of America. Thus, our individual organizational image
has at times been obscured. '

IJCIC is a consultative, not a programmatic structure. We meet at least annually,
not only with the Vatican's Committee on Catholic-Jewish Relations, but also with
official representatives of the World Council of Churches. The purpose of IJCIC
1is to share with both of these bodies the thinking of organized world Jewry on
such subjects as: Israel, anti-Semitism, religious social actlon, and the changing
role of rellgion in the world..

It is through IJCIC that the Vatican discusses its recently issued Guidelines
and arranges the recently held audience with the Pope. ' No individual Jewish
organization could do that alone. )

* % % k Kk %k k k k %k k k % % k k %k %

II. A Summary of Major Points made in the Vatican Guidelines3

2 [ gCondemnatien of aﬂti—Semitism

"We ... condemn (as opposed to the very spirit of Chrlstianity)
ell forms of anti-Semitism and discrimination ... :

2. Urging Christians to study Judaism and learn about Jews

"Christians must therefore strive to acquire a better knowledge of ¥ i
the religious tradition of Judaism. They must ... learn by what
-essential traits the Jews def1ne themselves in the light of their
own religious experlence.

B

3. 'Encouraging Dialogue

"From now on, real dialogue must bé established ..." especially
around the struggle for social justice.
"In particular that will be done in connection with great causes

as the struggle for peace and justice.

4. To See the Study of the Bible (014 and New Testament) inthe following context

a) "to improve Jewish-Christian relations, it is important to take
cognizance of those common eléments of ‘the liturgicdl life
(formulas, feests, rites, etc.) in which the Bible holds an
essential place." -

b) when the Bible is used in liturgical readings -

"care will be taken to see that homilies based on them will not
distort their meaning, especially when it is a question of
passages which seem to show the Jewish people in an unfavorable
light. Efforts will be made so to instruct the Christian people
‘that they will understand the true interpretation of all the texts
and their meaning for the contemporary believer."

There is a ‘special reference to the Gospel of. John where phrases such as
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"the Jews" indicate their alleged responsibility in Jesus' death. The
Guidelines recommend that these words and phrases, such as "the Pharisees"

be interpreted in a way which removes the onus of guilt from the Jewish people
and which does not cast them in a peJaratlve light.

. Urges that”Christian Educatian reflect New Awareness’

" a) of the historical continuity of Judaism b b
"the history of Judaism did not end with the destruction of
Jerusalem ves it is still ... rich in religious values."

b) of the complexity of Judaism.in the time of Christ
' "Juddism in the time of Christ and the Apostles was a complex
reality, embracing many different trends, many spiritual, religious,
'SOC1al and: Cultural values.
c) that God is the
"inspirer and author of the books of both Testaments con
who speaks both in the old and new covenants" : '

d)’ that it 1s false to simplistlcally teach that Judaism 1s'

© Ma religlon of only justice, fear and 1egalism. with no appeal
“to the love of Goed and neighbor"(cf Deut 6.5, Lev. 19.18, Math.
22, 34-40) -

e) It further recommends the continuation and deepening of:
"research inmto problens bearing on Judaism and Jewish
Christian relationms" by "specialists.'
it encourages'the founding of : ok
"chairs of Jewish studies' and "collaboration with Jewish scholars.

6. Viewing Joint Social Action as fostering Mutual Understanding and Esteem

"In the spirif of the prophets, Jews and Christians will work
willingly together, seeking social justlce and peace at every level =---
local natlonal and 1nternat10nal.

i Recommends to the Bishops the creatibn of suifable'iﬂstrumentalitiee to
promote and implement the directives and suggestions of the Guidelines,
as the Vatican created in October 1974 1ts Commlssion for Rellglous
Relations with Judalsm

'”The U.S. Conference of Blshops establlshed a Secretariat for
‘Catholic Jewish Relations in 1967. Father Edward Flannery is its
director. Since then, 25 dioceses across the country have instituted
similar offices. Other dioceses include this- subject under their
general officeés’ of ‘ecimenical relations.

'Mbderatcrlof the v S Secretarlat is Blshop Francis Mggevero of
Brooklyn.'”"

Others on the Advisory-Committee are: o
"Gerard ‘Sherry, editor of The Mornitor, news-weekly of the
Roman Catholic Archdlocese of San Francisco
Father Edward Duff of Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass.
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III.

1,

' Magr. Gecrge Higgina, scretary for research of the U.s.
) Catholic. Conference
'Father John Hotchkin, director of the Bishops' Committee for.
" Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the NCCB
Father Carl Meoddel, chairman of the Commission on Ecumenlsm
' ‘of ‘the Archdiocese of Cincinnati -
Father Terrence Mulkerin, chairman of the Commission on Ecumenism
" of the Dioceses of Brooklyn
Hsgr. John M. Oesterreicher, director of the Institute for Judaeo-
Christian Studies at Seton Hall University
Father John Pawlikowski of Chicago's Catholic Theological Union
Father Leoc A. Rudloff 0.8.,B., abbot of St. Benedict s Priory,
! . Wesl:on, Vermont-
" Father John Sheerin, C.S.P., of St. Paul's College, Washington, DiC,
" Sister Rose Thering. 0.P., of Seton Hall University.

Summary of IJCIC Response
Views favorably the Guidelines and the creation,of the Vatican Commission
as a vehicle to improve Catholic-Jewish relations, while cautiohing that

. some of the joint endeavors called for, such as prayer in common, may not
"be acceptable to certain segments of the Jewish community..

-Recognizes that the Guidelines are

Appreciatea-the condemniation of anti-Semitism.

Notes that, where Catholic Jewish relations are more advanced, as in the
United States,
"Catholics understand that a part of Jewish self definition
includes a concept of peoplehood which binds the JeW1sh people
to. the land and the people of Israel.

"a Catholic document addressed to Catholics'" and refrains from
commenting on its theology of Judaism, "except to note that it
diverges from the Jewish self understanding...for Jews the suggéstion
that Judaism look outside its own doctrines and dogmas for ful-
fillment is not acceptable. '

Father ?ierre_M. de Contenson. secretary of the'newly created Vatican
Commission, underscored the point that the Guidelines are a Catholic
document. At a press conference, January 3, 1975, he observed:
'The Guidelines have been created without "direct collaboration
by Jewish experts' and are a "document of the Cathollc Church,
- not "a document of ‘a mixed body.'"' o

We Can'testify_to the trﬂth of that statement[

Questions the meaning of "witness." Does this imply the conversion of
Jews to Christianity as a goal of "Christian witness?“

Welcomes the call for joint social action o e -
"ag a way to apply Jointly shared religious commitments to the alleviation
of human suffering.
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IV. Opinion and Analysis

1. '"Witness" and Conversion. Do the Guidelines repudiate the Proselytization
of Jews?

Jews reading the Guidelines may be concerned that, despite the good will
and noble intentions implied by the document, the Roman Catholic Church
is still seeking the conversion of Jews. Our initial IJCIC response alluded
to that problem. The Guidelines state:

"The Church must preach Jesus Christ to the world."”

But, it continues:

"lest the witness of Catholics to Jesus Christ should give offense

to Jews, they must take care to live and spread their Christian

faith while maintaining the strictest respect for religious liberty

in line with the teaching of the Second Vatican Council ..."

A Vatican official flatly denied that proselytization was anywhere implied
in the document or that the Church has the conversion of Jews as its goal.

The Rev. Carlo M. Martini, rector of the Pontifical Biblical Institute
in Rome, stated at the January 3, 1975, press conference at which the
Guidelines were released:

"In a dialogue either party expresses itself, but this is not
proselytizing, imposing ones own views on the other side."

Father de Contenson, secretary to the Vatican Commission, expressed
similar views:

Noting that the document 'clearly insists" on respect for the
faith of others and for their religious convictions, he said:
"Hence, it should not be read as a call for proselytism, but as
the basis for developing sound relations between Catholics and
their Jewish brothers.”

Father Edward Flannery reiterates this view:

The document's reference to its "universal mission" is limited
to one sentence: "In virtue of her divine mission, and her very
nature, the Church must preach Jesus Christ to the world.,"

"This in no sense implies a particular mission to the Jews ...
The sentence is not applied to Jewish Christian dialogue."
"Nothing in the document assigns an inferior status to Judaism.
To extend it is to go beyond the actual text."

Yet, how shall we understand the sentence in the Guidelines which states:

"They (Christians) will likewise strive to understand the difficulties
which arise for the Jewish soul--- rightly imbued with an extremely high,
pure notion of divine transcendence--- when faced with the mystery of the
incarnate word."
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The Church rightfully asserts her own historic theological convictions: to
bring all men into Christ., Father John Pawlikowski, specialist in Catholic
Jewish relations, teacher at the Cathol;c Theological Union, Chicago, believes

"that the issue inherently involves Christianity's relationship

to all other non-Christian religions. To say we should not preach

the Gospels to the Jews is too simplistic. We wouldn't want to
exclude Jews if we were including everyone else.'" But he warned
against 'preaching in a proselytizing tone that makes it seem as if
the other has no value,' --- in his view conversion is a process that
goes both ways in which the Christian learns truth as well”

(New York Times, January 4, 1975).

The difficult sentence referred to above may be the Church's way of asking the
Jew what must be an ultimate theological question for Christians: How can you
remain Jewish when you should know, by now, that Christ has revealed himself?
You should veluntarily come to Christ without any external conversionary
pressure. Such a formulation preserves the integrity of the Church's commitment
to ite own universal claim, while at the same time not appearing to force men
into an acceptance of Christ. Perhaps this is what Father Flannery was implying
when he commented: '

",..the Vatican document 'recognizes the difficulties in Catholics

giving witness to Jesus Christ and in explaining Christian universalism

where Jews are concerned... the document points to respect for religious

liberty and for understanding whatever psychological difficulties Jews

might have here.' This approach should not be interpreted as suggesting

that Jews be made object of conversionist efforts, especially in dialogue."
(January 3, 1975).

2. 1Israel

It is unfortunate and regrettable that the Guidelines fail to mention the state
of Israel, but it is understandable, From earlier conversations we have had with
members of the Catholic Church both here and abroad, we in IJCIC knew this might
be the situation. One of the reasons the earlier (1969) working paper, pre-
maturely issued by Cardinal Lawrence Shehan of Baltimore, was never released,

was that it contained a section calling on Christians "to respect the religious
significance of the state of Israel."

The Roman Catholic Church is world-wide, with many constituents in Arab countries,
"Third World"countries, and in Middle East countries, where in many instances

they are a minority---even beleaguered, Moreover, there are a number of Eastern
Catholic orders, sects and groups that play a role of growing importance in

church affairs. De jure recognition of the state of Israel by the Church at this
time might jeopardize the life of churches and CAtholics in those countries at war
with or hostile to Israel. Such recognition would certainly carry the internal
political affairs of a Catholic Church, already embattled on many fronts, into
more deeply troubled waters.

The Roman Catholic Church, like all religiocus establishments, is a political
body, not just a simple idealistic faith community. Those who demand that the
Church include recognition of Israel in all its attempts to relate to the inter-
national Jewish community ought to be sensitive to these "political problems"
and ought not expect more than is realistically possible.
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One American critic scored the Guidelines for ot providing «ss 'for due
comprehension and acceptance of the inextrlcable bonds: of . God, people, Torah
and Promised Land," claiming that this- "risks distortion of the essential nature
of Judaism and the Jewish_people..." It seems to us - that, whenthe Guidelines

" speak of the need for Christians "to learn by what essential traits the Jews
define themselves in the light of their own religious experience,' the Church,
perhaps too subtly for some, acknowledges by implication the place Israel plays
in the Jewish self definition. Father de Contenson seemed to imply as much
when, in the January 3rd press conference he said: "Jews know their own view

of Judaism, Israel and the self identity of the Jewish people, and the Catholic
Church in its document displays its readiness to listen."

Similarly, we find thé response to the Guidelines by Yitzhak Raphael, Israel's
minister of REligious Affairs, non-helpful. In a statement released January 6,
1975, and reported in the New York Times, he expressed disappointment at the
document's omission of any mention of the state of Israel. "It proves that the
Church is still far from recognizing the religious-and historical connection _
between the people of Israel, the land of Israel and their right to live in it."

We do not think the Guidelines prove that at all!

Mr. Raphael went on to suggest two other objections which we do not find
warranted either by the document or the history that surrounds its development
~ and issuance. :

a) that there is'no "extended hand to the Jews" in the Guidelines.

From our view, the entire document, the creation of the Vatican
Commission, and most partlcularly the Pope's remarka made when he
met with our IJCIC delegation on January 11, is an "extended hand"
of friendship. At that audience, the Pope, in an almost unprecedented
manner, expressed his sincere wish "that in a manner appropriate to
our age and thus in a field that to some extent exceeds the limited
‘domain of merely speculative and rational exchange, a true dialogue
may be established between Judaism and Christianity." He hoped that
the presence at the Vatican of the Jewish delegation

"bears witness to the fact that this personal wish

* finds a certain echo in yourselves. The terms with

which we express it, the presence of the devoted

Cardinal President of the Commission for Religious

Relations with the Jews, ... are clear indications to

you of the sincerity and collegial decision with which

" the Catholic Church desires that there should develop

‘at this time that dlalugue with Judaism to which the

- Second Vatican Council 1nvited us by its declaration

'"Nostra Aetate',"’

If that is not a clear hand of friendship extended, frankly we do not know what
one is, or what would satisfy the Israeli Minister of Religious Affairs.

Dr. Gerhard Riegner, spokesman for the 1JCIC group, expressed our feelings more
Naccurately when in his response he sald' : .

"The creation by Your Holiness of a commission for the relations

- with Judaism and the Guidelines ... will’ favor a better. understanding
and will improve the relations between Catholics and Jews in a spirit
of mutual respect and acceptance of our fundamental differences ...




VATICAN GUIDELINES on RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS . ... . Page 8

We deeply appreciate your recognition given by Your Holiness
in your recent address to the Sacred College to the place of
Jerusalem in the long g and also the love of the_Jewish_peoplel"

b) ‘that the document's oondemnation of claims that the Jewish people
are historically responsible for crucifying Jesus "remains without
practical conclusions because ‘thé heads of -the Church remain loyal

. to the contention that casts gu11t for crucifying Christ upon the
spiritual leaders of his time.

The ‘relevant sentence in Nostra Aetate states}”

"What happened in His passion cannot be blamed on all
~ the Jews . then living without distlnction or upon the
Jews of today. '

That sentence has been interpreted and widely understood by'Catholic
scholars ‘and clerics to mean a repudiation of the old deicide charge.

" The fact that it was again referred to in the Guidelines doées not imply,
to us, that "heads of the church" still accept or teach the classic
notion that the Jews crucified Jesus: To the contrary, it appears to
us to be a reiteretion and a reinforcement of the repudiation.

As to "practical conclusions.' they too are clearly suggested'in_the

Guidelines: : I '

"Information concerning these questions should be
disseminated at all levels of Christian instruction
and education, including catechisms and religious
texts, history books and mass media.

Research into the problems bearing on Judaism and
+ Jewish-Christian relations will be encouraged among
specialists, particularly in the fields of exegesis,
* theology, history and sociology."

V. Matters That Do Trouble Us About The Document

1. 1Israel
While we understand why tne Guidelines omit any reference to the state of
Israel and do not feel that this suggests an anti-Israel posture, we believe
that there is much in this area that needs further exploration between
representatives of the two faith communities here and internationally.

2. Theology

In our initial IJCIC response to the Guidelines we noted that "the Guidelines

~ constitute a document addressed to the Catholic Community," and suggested N
that "it would, therefore, be inappropriate to comment on the implied theology
of Judaism contained in this document, except to note that it diverges from
Jewish self understanding and thus serves to underscore ‘the theological
distinctiveness of the two falths. :

Some'of that diétinctiveness is apperent in the Guidelines. In Section II:-
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VI.

"Liturgy" the text says:

",..an effort will be made to acquire a better undeistanding
. of whatever in the Old Testament retains its own perpetual
“value..."

The word ''whatever" is troubling.'

For Jewa, all of the Bible has perpetual value. Nor are we persuaded that
the New Testament brings out the full meaning of the 01d. ,We see them as
two separate documents.

OQur reading and study of Hebrew scriptures does not lead us to believe that
the promises "of the earlier covenant" were fulfilled with the coming of
Jesus. Thus, we cannot accept as valid for us the suggestion contained in
Section III: "Teaching and Education'" which states that:

",..when He revealed himself as the Messiah and Son of God
(Matth., 16.6) ... He did so as the fulflllment and perfection
“of the earlier revelation."

Finally, we cannbt accept the suggestion that "CGod.... wisely arranged"
that the New Testament be hidden in the 01d and the 0ld be made meaningful
in the New."

These views are in the pattern of classical Catholic theology.
Do they denigrate Jews and Judaism?
Do they place Jews in an inferior theological posture?

While Nostra Aetate makes clear that God's covenant with the Jewish people
has not ended ('"His gifts and calls are irrevocable, 'Y and while the Guidelines
imply that when they state:

"when commenting on biblical texts, emphasis will be laid

on the continuity of our faith with that of the earlier

Covenant, in the perspective of the promises, without

minimizing those -elements of Christianity which are original"
we do see in the Guidelines the recognition of the on-going difficulty that
Roman Catholicism has with itself in relationship to Judaism. While its present
posture is one which seeks to recognize Judaism's legitimate place in "the
Divine economy," it cannot do that fully so long as it retains its commitment
to the idea that Christianity fulfilled Judaism, its ellegedly incomplete
predecessor.

This tension remains real and serious, precisely bécause as the Guidelines say:

"one cannot alter the text of the Bible." It is a difference between Jews
and Catholics with which we will have to continue to struggle together.

Whet Can Be Done

The Guidelines strongly encourage dialogue and social action entered into
jointly., Moreover, they urge Catholics to 'strive to acquire a better
knowledge of the basic components of the religious traditions of Judaism...'
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The Reform Jewish community is well equipped to help implement such
suggestions, particularly on the local level, if it wants to. We are
concerned, however, that the "widespread air of suspicion inspired by
an unfortunate past'' may also be present in the Jewish, as well as in the
Catholic community, and may stifle or inhibit such communication. We strongly
believe that the issuance of these Guidelines, the warm personal endorsement

~ of the Pope, the creation of the Vatican Commission, the existence in the
United States of a U.S. Catholic Jewish Relations Committee, create a
situation where interreligious relations, at least between Jews and
Catholics, can be revived.

We therefore urge -
1. Contact ﬁith local Catholic bodies in your community.
2., Creation of lqcal Catholic~Jewish Relations Committees
‘a. to study the cdntents of the Guidelines and their meaning

b. arrange seminars on specific topices:
The meaning of "witness" in both communities
How the Jew defines himself -
The place of Israel in Jewish self identity
The historic and contemporary role of Jerusalem in
h N Catholic and Jewish thought and politics.

3. Where none exists, the creation of a j01nt Social Act1on Committee
to work in areas of local need:
. housing
integration
revenue sharing
national health insurance legislation.

IN CONCLUSION

We believe thHe Guidelines fepregent a significant step forward.

Fault can be found with them. However, if these faults are used
to prevent or thwart the new opportunities which we believe the
issuance of the Guidelines now provide for us in the field of
inter-religious relations, we may miss ‘an historic opportunity
to further narrow the gap between the two faiths and thus retard
the development of a meaningful inter-religious relationship

now so desperately needed in our nation and our world.
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Links and of Jewish Unit’s Reply

i Following, as distributed by the Vatican, is the text
of "Guidelines and Suggestions for Implementing the Con-
cilior Declaration ‘Nostra Aetate,”” which is intended to
serve as a blueprint for relations between Christians and
Jews. The declaration, whosg title means “In Our Time,”
was promulgated by Ecumenical Council Vatican II on Oct.
28, 1965. Following also is a statement of response to the

guidelines by the International Jewish Commitee on Inter- .

religious Consultations, composed of the World Jewish
Conigg!ress. the Synagogue Council of America and the

American Jewish Committee.

Vatican Guidelines

The declaration *“Nostra
Aetate,” issued by the Sec-
ond Vatican Council on Oct.
28, 1965, “on the relationshigf/
of the church to non-Chris-
tian religions” marks an im-
portant milestone iff the his-
tory of Jewish-Christian
relations.

Moreover, the step taken
by the Council finds its his-
torical setting in circum-
stances deeply affected by
the memory of the persecu-
tion and massacre of Jews
which took place in Euro
just before and during
Second World War.

Although Christianity
_sprang from Judaism, taking
from it certain essential ele-
ments of its faith and divine
cult, the gap dividing them
was deepened more and
more, to such an extent that
Christian and Jew handly
knew each other.

After 2,000 years, too often
marked by mutual ignorance
and frequent confrontation,
the declaration “Nostra Ae-
tate” provides an opportunity
to open or to continue @ dia-
logue with a view to better
mutual understanding. Over
the past nine years many
steps in this direction have
been taken in various coun-
tries. As a result it is easier
to distinguish the conditions
under which a mew relation-
ship between Jews and Chris-
tians may be worked out and
developed. This seems the
right moment to propose, fol-
lowing the guidelines of the
Council, some concrete sug-
gestions born of experience,
hoping that they will help to

essential areas of the
church's life, with a view to
launching or developing
sound relations between
Catholics and thelr Jewish

brathers.
L Dialogue
To tell the truth, such re-
lations as there have been

ever risen
above the level of monologue.
From now on real dialogue
mu;l*_r. be established. th
presupposes that
each side wishes 1o know the

knowledge, and, especially in
the case of dialogue between
Jews and Christians, of prob-
ing the riches of one's own
tradition. Dialogue demands
respect for the other as he
is; abowve all, respect for his
faith end his religious con-
victions,

In virtue of her divine mis-
sion, and her very Thature,
the church must preach
Jesus Christ to the world.
Lest the witness of Catholics
to Jesus Christ should give
offense to Jews, they must
tgke care to live and spread
their Christian faith while
rnaintain‘mglthe atrlictest re-
spect for religious liberty m
line with the teaching of the
Second Vatican Council (Dec-
laration “Dignitatis Human-
ae"). They will likewise
strive to understand the dif-
ficulties which arise for the
Jewish soul—rightly imbued
with an extremely high, pure
notion of the divine tran-

d hen faced with

bring into actual - in
the life of the church the in-
tentions expressed in the con-
ciliar document.

‘While referring the reader
back to this document, we
may simply restate here that
the spiritual bonds and his-
torical links binding the
church to Judaism condemn
(as opposed to the very spirit
of Christianity) all forms of
anti-Semitism and discrimi-
nation, which in any case the
dignity of the human person
alone would suffice to con-
demn, :Further still, these

links and relationships render .

obligatory a better mutual
understanding and renewed
mutual esteem. On the prac-
tical level in particular, Chris-
tians must therefore strive to
acquire a better knowledge
of the basic components of
the religious tradition of Ju~
daism: they must strive to
learn by what essential traits
the Jews define themselves
in the light of their own reli-
gious experience.

With due respect for such
matters of principle, we sim-
ply propose some first prac-
tical applications in different

the mystery of the incarnate
Word

While it is true that a
widespread uir of suspicion,
inspired by an unfozmmn_e
past, is still dominant in this
particular area, Christians,
for their part, will be able to
see to what extent the re-
sponsibility is theirs and de-
duce practical conclusions for
.the future.

In addition to friendly
talks, competent people will
be :nnéyouraged to meet and
to

lems deriving from the
ndamental convictions of
Judaism and of Christianity.
1In order not to hurt (even in-
voluntarily) those taking
part, it will be vital to guar-
antes mot only tact but a
reat openness of spirit and
iffidence with respect to

~one's own prejudices.

In whatever circumstances
as shall prove possible and
mutually acceptable, one
might encourage a common
meeting in the presence of
God, in prayer and silent
meditation, a highly effi-
cacequs way of finding that

Assoclated Press
Pope Paul VI leaving St.
Peter’s Basllica after cele-
brating New Year’s mass
Wednesday. He called for

an end to violence.

humility, that openness of
heart and mind, necessary
prerequisites for a deep
knowledge of oneself and of
others. In perticular, that
will be done in connection
with great causes such as the
struggle for peace and jus-
tice.

II. Liturgys

The existing links between
the Christian lit and the
Jewish liturgy will be borme
in mind. The idea of a livin
community im the service o
God, and in the service of
men for the love of God, such
as it is realized in the liturgy,
is just as characteristic of
the Jewish liturgy as it is of
the Christian one. To improve
Jewish-Christian relations it
is important to take cogniz-
ance of those common ele-
ments of the liturgical life
(formulas, feasts, rites, etc.)
in which the Bible holds an
essential place.

An effort will be made to
acquire a_better understand-
ing of whatever in the Old
Testament retains its own
perpetual wvalue, since that
has not been canceled by the
later interpretation the
New Testament. Rather, the
New Testament brings out
the full meaning of the Old,
while both Old and New il«
lumine and explain each
other. This is all the more
important  since liturgical
reform is now bringing the
text of the Old Testament
eler more frequently to the
attention of Christians.

wxam;
. h.l'haﬂ-m -:-ml’l prisatzm™
! ve taken on & largely pejors.
tive mmning. i

‘When commenting on Bib-
lical texts, emphasis will be
laid on the continuity of our
faith with that of the earlier
covenant, in the perspective
of the promises, without
minimizing those elements of
Christianity which are origi-
nal, We believe that those
promises were fulfilled with

‘Texts of Vatican Statement on Jewish-Christian

the first com of Christ. .

s true that

fulfillment in His glorious
return at the end of time,
With .respect to liturgical
readings, care will be taken
to se¢ that homilies based on
them will not distort their
meaning, especiaily when jt

is a question of -passages -

~which seem to'show the Jew-
ish as-such in an un-
favorable light' Efforts will
be made 30 to instruct the
Christian people that they
will understand the true in-
retation of all the texts

and their meaning for the
contemporary believer.

Commissions entrusted with
the task of liturgical transla-
tion will pay particular at-
tention to the way in which
they express those phrases -
and passages which Chris-
tians, if not well informed,
might misunderstand because
of prejudice. Obviously, one
cannot alter the text of the
Bible. The point is that, with
= version destined for liturgi-
cal use,  there should be an
overriding preoccupation to
bring out explicitly the mean-
ing of a text® while taking
scriptural studies into ac-
count. ;

The preceding remarks also
apply to introductions to
Biblical readings, to the
Prayer of the Faithful and to
commentaries printed in mis-
sals used by the laity.

INl. Teaching and
Edueation

Although there is still a
great deal of work to be
done, a bstter undersanding
of Judaism itself and its re-
lationship to Christianity has
been achieved in recent years
thanks to the teaching of the
church, the study and re-
search of scholars, as also to
the beginning of dialogue. In
this respect, the following
facts deserve to be recalled.

qIt is the same God, “in-
spirer and author of the
books of both Testaments,”
who speaks both in the old
and new covenants,

QJudaism in the time of
Christ and the Apostles was
& complex reality, embracing
many different trends, many
spiritual, religious, social and
cultnra] values,

QThe Old Testament and
the Jewish tradition founded
upon it must not be set
against the New Testament |
in such & way that the for- |
mer seéms to constitute a
religion of only justice, fear

legalism, with no a
ic‘; the love of God and -

r. )
§Jesus was born of the




Jewish people, as were His
Fand o large number

“His first disciples. When
‘He revesled himself as !
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rabbis of i tim :
awith % the trial
and death of Jesus, the Coun-

in His Passion cannot
blamed upon al the Jews
then living, without distinc-
tion, nor upon the Jews of
today.”

qThe history of Judaism «
did not end with the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, but rather
on f.o-ﬂevdop a re-

.o Amd al-

" affected by the coming of
Christ, it is still nonetheless

rich In rehgmus
heu and

o)

A.postie Paur & Church

awaits the da)'.. known to
.+ God alone, on w

ish-Christian rel
encouraged special-
ists, particulyrly in the fitlds

. of exegmis, theology, history
" and sociology, Higher insti-
* tutions of Catholic research,

in association if possible with

:dm m;onm w&e::
ution

'Wherever possible, chairs of
Jewish studies will be creat-
_ed and collaboration with:

Jewish scholats encouraged.

- marma?? o ihe

imags "

same God must show itself

m er{ecﬁve acti for the
t f thz

spiri o

and w1ll w

willingl seeking

and peace at

every Iwal—-lm:nl ml.mml

nndmte;mhom.‘l
the same time, such

cnllaboraﬁon ‘can do much to.
foster mutual
and esteem.

understanding

- Conelusion ‘
The Second Vatican Coun-
e R
ollow in promoting deep
fellowship between Jegg

Christian relations concerns
the church as such, since it is
when “pondering her own
mystery that she comes up
nsr. the mystery of Jsrael.
even in areas

ples will address m._.mﬁ b‘whqre ne Jewish communj-

& gingle voice a.nd ‘serve Him
with one accord.' "
Information mceml.ng
- these questions Is lmpoﬂml‘.
&t all levels of Christian in-
struction and . education.
Among sources of informa-
tion, ial attention should
be paid to the following:

l]canechlsnu and religious * will know

ik 'ln-nsr.ory books,
§The mass-media (press,
. ‘radio, cinema, television).
The effective use of these
- means presupposes the’ thor-
“ough formation of instruc-
tors and educators in train-
‘ing schools, seminaries and
f ‘qnwersmm
Research into the problems
bﬁ.nng on Judaism and Jew-

tiefexist, this remains an im-
poﬂam.pmblem There is also
an egumenical aspect to the
question: The very return of
Christians to the sources and

) orlpn’ of their faith, grafted

-the earlier covenant,
'helps the search for unity in
Chriat, the cornerstone. :

In ‘this field the Rishops
what best to"do on

the pastoral level, within the
general _disciplinary ° frame-
work of the church and in
line with the common tépch-

‘ing of her magisterium. For

example, they will create
some suitable commissions or
secretariats on a nationab or
regional level,, or appoint
some competent person to
promote the dplementauon
of the conciliar directives

ons will be®  the suggestions made above.

On Oct. 22, 1974, the Holy
Father instituted for the uni-
versal ‘church -a commission
for religious relations with

We believe these Guide-
lines, viewed in their entirety,
as well as the recently an-
nounced establishment of a
Commission on Relations
with Judaism, will serve to

* better understand-
relations

betwun atholics and Jews.
- The urgent condemnation
of anti-Semitiam and discrim-
ination could pot be more
timely, coming at & tima

when 'this -ancient hatml is
once . again being
by the enemles uf lhn Jﬂ’:hh
people.

We wish to note that in
certain countries Cathblic-
Iew!sh relations have

‘In those countries Catholic .

leadership has recognized
that the admonition contained
in these Guidelines “to learn

by what essential traits the -

Jews define themselves in the
light of their own religious
experience™ requires an ac-
knowledgement of the central
role of peoplehood in Jewish
religius thought and of the
consequent religious charac-
ter of the historic attachment
of the Jewish people to the
land of Israel.

‘While these new Guidelines
fzil to take note of this im-
portant aspect of Jewish self-
understanding, we are never-
theless encouraged by the
suggestion in the introducto-

ry remarks that the “sobrie-
w' of the Guidelines is not
intended. to put a brake on
the more advanced manifes-
tation of Catholic-Jewish
relations.

The Guidelines constitute a
document addressed to the
Catholic community. It would

Christians —will be, withis
the limits of its compet ;
‘at the service of all inter;ﬁ '
organizations, providing In-
formation for them and help-

. Judaism, joined to the Sec- Ingthemtopumetheumf
retariat for Prc Chris- in conformity with the, in-
tian Unity. This b structions of the Holy See.
mmsim.mmem.g The commission Wishes to -
and foster religiqus relations de\reiup this collaboration in
betwien, Jews and Cathollcs  order to implement, corréct]
—and to do 50 eventuallydn and effectively, the ress
coliahoration with other intentions of the Fas il
)
Jewish Group’s Reply oot
. We. wt!oome‘ﬂw publice- . therefors be rl'uwfﬂ:
tion of the 'Zilmlelmﬁ" for comment on the it  thea,
the application of the ‘deci- o&ngynnudmsm .
mmmwmacm' thal Jm
- t it <
olic-Jewish' fefativns, - ish self-/nderstan and

thus serves to underscoré the’*
theologic distinctiveness of
the two faiths. For Jews, ths.
Suggestion that Judaism
‘outside its own doctrines;;
dogrmns for fulfillment is not.
acceptable. Also, the affirmja-.
tion of the obligation of Cath-_
olies to “witness” to dle?t
faith leaves unanswered the,
question of the compatibifi
of such witness with the ad-
monition contained in thn.
Guidelines that “dialogue de--
mands respect for the ojhs
as he is; above all, Wﬁ
for his faith and his religidus’
convictions."
i The call for zla}‘i{;t m
on is particul i
comed. It is perhnps the I!l.m :
promising area which .
Chrstians and Jm can seeiﬁ.
the closest ¢ g
proclaiming the sanctity Df
the individual human being in
seeking to alleviate human
suffering wherever it exists:
and in the reversal of the dis--
integration of spiritual values
and moral standards. s
Because the Gpldelmm -
an internal Cathélic docu-
ment, it shgﬂ;l hnM- HILOJ
surprisi to it
gesumsngfar certain integrel
hgmus acuvmﬁ—sul:ﬂ s
prayer—which “are -
ous]y unob]acﬂon.a.bla "
goli.cs. but which may be -
mil,g:wsly unacceptable ' to’*
certain segments of the Jews-
ish community. This, how:’
ever, in no way lessens the
positive response that [§°t6'
be from every seg-
ment of the Jewish commu-
nity to this new effort- at -
mutual comprehension and -
cooperation between the two
faiths that is repmsmned bY
the Guildelines.
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Special to Tha Kew York Times

ROME, Jan. 10—Following
are excerpts, in official trans-
lation from French, from
Pope Paul's address to the
Ligison Committee Between
the Roman Catholic Church
and World Judaism, gnd. in
unofficial translation from
French. from the address of
Dr. Gerhard Riegner, secre-

general

tary of the World
Jewish Congress.
Pope Paal
Your session is taking

place a short time after we
have set up, last October, 2
Commission of the Catholic

Church for Religious Rela-’

tions with the Jews, the first
important act of which has
been the publication a few
days ago of the "Guidelines
and Suggestions” for the ap-
plication of the conciliar
declaration “Nostra Altate"
in the sphere of Jewish-

.| Catholic relations.

This text evokes the diffi-
culties and confrontations,
with all the regrettable el-
ements involved, which have
marked relations between
Christians and Jews over the
past 2,000 years. While this
reminder has been salutary
and indispensable, one should
not forget that there have
also been between us down
the centuries elements other
than confrontations. There
are still many people who
can witness to what was
done by the Catholic Church
during the last war, in Rome
itself, under the energetic
impulse of Pius Xll—as we
personaily testify—and by
numerous -bishops, priests
and members of the faithful,
to save innocent Jews from
persecution, often at the
peril of their own lives.

Moreover, as we look at
history as a whole, we cannot
fail to note the connections,
often too little remarked up-
on, between Jewish thought
and Christian thought. We
may here merely recall the

influence exercised at various

periods in the most exalted
spheres of Christian reflection
by the thought of the great

Philo of Alexandria who was
considered by St. Jerome &s
“the most expert among the
Jews.” a judgment echoed hy,
among others, the Franciscan
Doctor Bonaventure of Bagzno-
regio. But, precisely, since the
Catholic Churck as just
commemorated, at the same
time as the seventh cen-
tenary of the death of St
Bonaventure of Bagnoregio,
that of the philosopher and
theologian Thomas Aquinas,
who died. like Bonaventure,
in the year 1274, there very
naturally come to our mind
the numerous references of
our angelic doctor to the
work of the rabbinic scholar
from Cordoba, who died in
t at the dawn of the
13th century, Moshe Ben
Maimon, in particular his ex-
planations of the Mosaic Law
and the precepts of Judaism.
For his part, the thought
of St Thomas Aquinas was
to expend in its tum in the
scholarly tradition of medie-
val Judaism: as has been
shown for example by the
studies of Prof. Charles
Touati of the School of
Higher Studies in Paris and
by Prof. Joseph Sermoneta
of the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, there existed in
the Latin West at the end of
the 13th and in the 14th cen-
tury, a whole Jewish Thom-
istic school,

and Head of Jewish Congres§

These are merely some
examples drawn from many
others, Thiy bear witness to
the fact that at different
periods and at a certain level
there has been a real and
profound mutual esteem and
a conviction that we had
something to learn from one
another.

We formulate, gentlemen,
the sincere wish that, in a
manner appropriate to our
age and thus in a field that "
to some extent exceeds the
limited domain of merely
speculative and rational ex-

changes, a true dialogue may
be established between Juda-
Your presence here &as
some of the most authori-
tative representatives of
world Judaism bears witness
to the fact that this personal
wish finds 2 certain echo in
yourselves. The terms with
which we express it, the
presence of the devoted Car-
dinal President of the Com-
mission for Religious Rela-
tions with the Jews, that of
our brothers in the episco-
pate, the Archbishop of Mar-
seilles and the Bishop of
Brooklyn, are clear indications
to Iynu of the sincerity and
collegial decision with which
the Catholic Church desires
that there should develop at

this time that dialogue with |

Judaism to which the Second
Vatican Council invited us by
its declaration “nostra ae-
tate.” | .

We hope that this dialogue,
conducted with great mutyal
respect, will help us to know
cne another better and will
lead us all to know better the
Almighty, the Eternal One,
to follow more faithfully the
ways that have been traced
out for us by him who, in
the words of the Prophet
Hosea, is in our midst as the
Holy Omne, who takes no-
pleasure in destroying.

We dare to think that the
recent solemn reaffirmation
of rejection by the Catholic *
Church of every form of anti-
Semitism and the invitation
that we have extended to all
the faithful of the Catholic
?hurch to pay heed in order
"to learn by what essential
traits the Jews define them-
selves in the light of their
own religious experience”
may, on the Catholic side,
provide the conditions for
beneficial development. We
do not doubt that you on
your part will correspond,
according to your own per-
spectives, to our effort,

_which can only have mean-
ing and fruitfulnes in rec.
iprocity.

Pope Paul V1

In mg, perspective of un-
derst and friendshi

which we evoked before thg
Sacred College on Dec. 23
last, we formulate for you
here present, gentlemen, and
for your families, but more
wm still for the entire
Ji people our best wishes
of happiness and peace.
Dr. Gerhard Riegner

Relations  between the
Catholic Church and the
Jewish people have indeed
known unhappy times. We
hope that the present meet-
ing may mark the beginning
of a new stage in our rela-
tions.

In our time, the Jewish
people has undergone the
greatest tragedy of its his-
vt:r; the ;nmh:ol:lion of a

large part of Eurapean
Jewry. In our time, too, the
Jewish people has seen—|
sebirth of the state of Isve
i “The creation by Your dow
liness of a commission B
the relations with Judaism
and the “Guidelines ‘zme*
Suggestions for Implements
ing the Conciliar Declarations
‘Nostra Aetate' " will favof &
better understanding aads
will improve the relatigng
between Catholics and Jews»
in a spirit of mutual respécts
and acceptance of fun-
da\n&snnildiffmnces.._- uems

e welcome the conffery®
nation of anti-Semitism as-a-
moment when that old” KA
tred is once again being dis-
seminated by enemies of tha,
Jewlsh people. ) e

e

| Excerpts From Addresses by Pope

Recognition Appreclateds »

We are happy that Chrie™
tians_have been invited to
try to learn “by what essen-
tial traits the Jews define
themselves in the light of their
own religious experience,”
We hope that this effort will
lead to a greater apprecia—
tion of the essential sig-
nificance that peoplehood
and land hold in the Jewish
faith, We deeply appreciate
the recognition given
Your Holiness, in your re-
cent address to the Sacred’
College, to the place of Jeru-
salem in the longing and
also the love of the Jewish”
people.

We are favorably inclined
toward the invitation to
joint social action. The bat-
tle for universal justice and
peace is a fundamental im-"
perative of Judaism. We
strongly wish to work with
‘ Christians for social justice
and peace in the service of .
all persons, everywhere.
Such cooperation can also
contribute much to the de-
velopment of mutual under-..
standing and esteem. ,

We express our deep and
warm respect- for Your Hali~
ness, as welt as for all Cath-
olics in the entire world.
May He who established
peace in Heaven grant It
a]so.!.o all humanity. ° .
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Pope calls for'
true dialogue

From TUL!.IA ZEVI—Rome

Pope Paul VI has told Jewish leaders of u
that, in a mnnnar' appropriate to our age .o. hi: t:::;catﬁ?altﬂ:g
iﬁ;be He:ta:éi&s:ded ' ‘I;retween the Roman Catholic Church and the

y : “We dare to think that the re
{leafflrmat!oj_l of the Church’s rejection of every rorm'c:? tanﬁﬂzﬁz
sm and the invitation we have extenided to all the Catholic

faithful to pay heed in order ‘to
learn by what essential traits Jews
define themselves in the light of
their own religious experience’
may, on the Catholic side, provide
conditions for beneficigl develop-
ment. We do not doubt that you
will correspond according to your
own’ perspectives.” :

The occasion for the Pope's
remarks was an hour-long audience
* he granted at the end of last week
to members of the International
Committee for Liaison between the
Catholic Church aad World Jewry,

Its members include the World
Jewish Congress; the American
Jewish Committee; B’nai B'rith,
the Synagogue Council of America
(reprcsenﬁug Orthodox, Conserva-
tive and Liberal Judaism in the
United States); and the Israel
Council for Inter-Religious Con-
tacts.

The private audience was the
flrst.!a be granted to laaders of
leading world Jewish organisations
since 1969, when the Pope received
Dr Nahum Goldmann, the presi-

dent of the World Jewish Congress.

Referring to the guidelines for
fostering Catholic-Jewish relations
issued by the, Vatican’s Commis.
sion for Religlous Relations with
the Jews, Pope Paul sald that
2lthough these guidelines recalled

difficulties and confrontations
between Christians and Jews over
the past 2,000 years,” they also
stressed that “there have been
other elements than confrontations
between us down the centuries”

Indeed, the Pope continued, “at
different perlods and ot certain
levels there has been a real and
profound mutual esteem and a con-
viction that we had something to
learn from one another.”

Dr Gerhard Riegner, the secre-
tary-general of the World Jewish
Congress, replied to the Pope ot
behalf of the international linison
comr?ittee. expressing the hopa
that ““the meeting marks the slart
of a new stage in our relations.”

London dialogue, page 6
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Inter-faith dialogue

held in' London

This week London became, for
the first time, the venue of the
regular dialogues which have been

arranged annually for the past six .

years between the World Council
of [non-Catholic] Churches and
the International Jewish Commit-
tee for Inter-Religious Consulta-
tions.

Created as the instrument of
Jewish- representation vis-d-vis the
Christian world, the committee
consists of representatives of the
World Jewish Congress, the Syna-
gogue Council of America (em-
bracing Orthodox as well as Pro-
gressive elements), the American
Jewish Committee, B'nai B'rith,
and the Jewish Council for Inter-
Religious Relations in Israel.

Other Jewish communities and
organisations are represented from
time to time in the ongoing “con-
sultations” with the World Council
(or, in the case of the Catholics,
with the Vatican) through the
WIC orby special invitation.

At the four-day conference in
London the principal subject was
the concept of power and its ap-
‘plication to both Judaism and
Christianity.

The Chief Rabbi, Dr L
Jakobovits, welcomed the assembly.
Rabbi Dr Louis Jacobs was one of
the main speakers, and the Haham,

Jewish Chronlcle Reporier

Rabbi Dr S. Gaon, Rabbi Hugo Gry
(former chairman of the Councﬂ
of Reform and Liberal Rabbis)
and Rabbi Dr N. L. Rabinovitch
(principal of Jews' College) were
among the participants.

The Israeli delegation was
headed by Professor Shmaryahu
Talmon, of the Hebrew University.
Other principal Jewish representa-
tives included Rabbi Dr Joseph
Lookstein, of New York (who is
the current chairman of the Inter-
national Jewish Committee for In-
ter-Religious Consultations); Mr
Zacharaiah Shuster, the European
representative of the American
Jewish Committee, and Dr G. M.
Riegner, secretary-general of the
wJC.

Among the World Council's
representatives were three
Christian Arabs from the Lebanon.

As with other “consultations”
between the World Council and
its Jewish counterpari, the confer-
ence in London (which ended
yesterday) was strictly private.

This enabled both sides to select
and discuss freely a variety of
topics of mutual concern from the
wide range of religious, moral,
social and international problems
which form the basis of their
regular channel of communication
and dialogue.

ful since they had “coincided with
the present national economie
crisis.”

The parents’ association had
“gobtained from the chairman of
the governors (Mr Roland Frank-
lin) am assurance that the most
sympathetic consideration will be
given to parents who have diffi-
culty in meeting the increased
feés,” Mr Prashker stated.

He ended ‘his letter by urging
parents not to withdraw their
children from Carmel “I think it
is my duty to tell you that Irom
my present information a sub-
stantial withdrawal of pupils could
have a serlous effect on the
finances of the college.

“Accordingly, I hope that for the
sake of Carmel, as well as for our
children, most of us will feel that
despite the very considerable
difficulties with which we are all
faced this year we will be able
to continue with our children's
education at Carmel.”

NT--. *




“THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Date 1/21/75

TO: Marc Tanenbaum

FROM: Luzie Hatch

Here is the promised article,
marked in red.

Please return Aufbau to me.
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_gclichen werden.
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. it und alle Tndu-
. feren Fabrikation
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Papst Paul |

stimmi zZu

Jiidische Delegation
im Vatikan empfangen

Papst Paul V1. empfing vorige
‘Woche in der Vatikansbibliothek
eine jidische Delegation und rich-
tete eine Ansprache an sie, um den
heute von der rémisch-katholischen
Kirche beglnstiglen jlidisch-christ-
lichen "Dialog” e¢inzuleiten, Die
uen “Richtlinien und Vorschld-
e" des Valikans zur Férderung
Eines Religionsgespriiches zwischen
heiden Konfessionen, iiber die vo-
rige Woche im “Aufbau” ausfiibr-
lich berichtet wurde, haben damit
lihre ersten Friichte getragen:
;schneller als vielfach erwartet,
Der Papst unterstrich die Verur-
teilung des Antisemitismus in jeder
Form, die bereits in den “Richtli-
nien” enthalten war, und zihlte
Beispiele aus der Geschichte auf,
die “'ganz anders als Konfroatatio-

: | men”, fruchtbare intellektuelle Zu-

sammenarbeit zwischen Theologen
‘beider Bekenntnisse gebracht hat-
ten. Er erwihnte besonders den
Einfluss von Philo von Alexan-
drien auf das katholische Denken
und die engen intellektuelien Quer-
verbindungen zwischen Maimonides
und Thomas von Aquino. Er rief

Judenturn “zu lerpen, was in der
jiidischen Defipition die

"'inger in Gang zu
dssere Konzessio- 1
Demnach wiire

2 also nur cice Be-
Axissingers kiirziich
tunsch nach einer
dlizitdt" der” israeli-
Slinik. g
fsserungen des Pra-
Jis Problem der so-
* 4Emigration waren
‘janziertheit. Er sag-
#uck der amerikani-
uf die Sowjetregie-
2 liberalerer Emi-
. bewegen, eber
ien ist,ein deutlichbr
Zilen Fehlschlag des
Assischen  Handels-
{ dass andere ethni-
anden USA, die aus
nen, wie die Letten,
-gdere, keinen Druck
ung in Washington
#hen. Anscheinend

| SRR

 amerikanischen Ju-
bruppen als eine Art
len,

:
]
3
3

.

jnterview, iiber des-
rlheiten wahrschein-
hd Diplomaten noch
*n werdep, war im
renfeindlich noch is-

i vielleicht mehr, als
ich angcbracht ist.
jac;n_Gmnd fiir die
foseite zum jubilie-
“pington dringt auf
zwischen Kairo und
1 solche neuen Ver-
Wwie sie Kissingers
.?hml - "Politik emt-

0. verlangen natur-
{ssionen vou beider
.4Ms st alsc ange
Jtine Panik.

wfchtigswen Elemente ihrer eigenen
religidsen Erfahrung” sind.

Zuom Schluss wandte sich der
Papst individuell an die cinzelnen
anweseniden Mirglieder des “'Inter-
nationalen Jildischen Komitees iiber
interreligiose Beziehungen", dessen

- | Vorsitzender, Rabbiner Joseph

‘Lookstein, vom Synapgoge Council
of America, dic Delegation anfiihr-
te. Die cinzelnen Mitglicder dieses
‘Komitees wurden dem Papst von
Kardinal Willebrands, Vorsitzen-
dem der Vatikanskommission liber
Beziehungen zum Judentum, der
Reihe nach vorgestellt, Imt Namen
der jiidischen Teilnehmer an der
‘Audienz antwortete Dr, Gerbard
Riegner, Generalsekretdr des Jidi-
schen Weltkongresses in Genf, dem
‘Papst.

Wihrend sich der Papst sorgsam
jeder Erwihnung des Staates Isracl
enthielt — eine prinzipicile Politik
des Vatikans, dic von jidischer
Seile oft bemingelt worden ist —,
erwihnte Dr. Riegner — gebiirtiger
Berliner, Angehoriger ciner ange-
schenen alten Berliner jiidischen
Familie und Absolvent der Berliper
Universitit — in seiner franzbsi-
schen Ansprache diz Bindungen des
Judeotums an den Staat lsrael im
Zusammenhang mit den grausamen
Erfahrungen des Holocacsts. Er cr-
widerte dic “besten Grisse und
Wiinsche an das gesamic jiidische
Volk™, mit depan der Papst ge-.
schlossen hatle, seinerseits mit den
gleichen Wiinschen fiir alle Katho-
liken der Welt.

Trotz der bedauverlichen Zuriick-
haltung der Kirche in Bezug auf
israel sicht man iiberwiczend in ji-
dischen wie in katholischen Kreiseo
‘in dieser neuen Mcthode des “Dia-
logs” ecinen wichtigen Fortschritg
auf.dzm Gebiet interreligitser Har-
'monie. Der “gegenseitige Respektl”, .
den der Papst wie Dr, Riegner un-
tersirichen. sollte ais werivelles uod
poatives neues Elemert anerkunnt
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alle gaubigen Katholiken auf, vom . .
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 23, 1975

to Marc Tanenbaum
from M. Bernard Resnikoff
subiect

I thought you would Tike to see how the reljgious press treated the Vatican
consultations. 1 attach an article that appeared in the January 19th issue .
of Hamodiya . Nor‘maﬂy, I would do you the courtesy of having it trans”lated,

Regards.

MBR/eb
Morris Fine 4
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Editorial |
Unity is
T'h.e current observance of

prayer for Christian Unity is par-
ticularly appropriate in this Holy

Year of reconciliation and renewal

because the reconciliation of men

" into a single family of God is the

very purpose of our redemption by
Christ and the renewal of the
Church is an essential part of the
movement.toward Christian Unity.

All unifying efforts are impor-
tant in this alienated age. People
are alienated from God, from one
another and within themselves. God
has been pushed to the periphery of
personal life. Appearance has been
mistaken for reality; the trivial has
been mistaken for the vital. .

In many families there is a
generation chasm; many homes
are broken; divorce continues to in-
crease. In our society racism
remains; unemployment grows;
poverty deepens. Internationally,
the arms race continues, and the
threat of nuclear holocaust hovers
in the Middle East.

Individual lives are splintered,
fragmented and composed of con-
tradictory elements. Our personal
behavior does not match our ex-
pressed beliefs, Our way of life
does not conform to our aspira-
tions. Our ideals are different from
the realities. We do not always
practice what we preach. We
proclaim peace, self-sacrifice and
community but, all too often, we
practice violence. selfishness and
separatism.

And so it is necessary for Chris-
tian theologians to work toward
Christian Unity: it is indispensable
that the cloistered pray unceasingly
because the Christian Church must
be One; but nothing will happen if
individual Christians do not try to
love one another,

There is a widespread desire for
unity. greater mutual under-
standing and a deepening of faith

internal

among Christians. This desire is
combined with a recognized indif-
ference to religion. This combina-
tion compels us to work for the re-
union of all who believe in Jesus
Christ. .

The struggle for Christian Unity
must begin with ourselves. The in-
dividual must be open enough to try
to understand everything about
every other person with whom he or
she comes in contact. Each person
is made in the image and likeness of
God. Each person is, at times, anx-
ious, searching, struggling, suffer-
ing, praying.

When we think of the other
person as different, not like
ourselves, we become estranged
and alienated one from another.

- What must prevail in our hearts is

openness, understanding and trust.
It must be a trust nourished by love
which is a willingness, an
eagerness, to do for the other
person without thinking of oneself.

Therefore, we must.pray and
act. Our prayer must be humble,
confident and persevering: ‘‘That
All May be One."" We must work to
sanctify ourselves and others so
that the People of God will attract
souls who are searching for sanc-
tity.

We are striving to create a world
without injustice, without oppres-
sion, without hatred, without war,
This effort begins with the ju-
dividual and spreads to the famfly,
the neighborhood, the City, the
State, the Nation, the World. "“Be
reconciled first with your brother
and then bring your gift to the
altar.”

The basic attitude necessary to
achieve Christian Unity is the at-
titude of the Gospel, an attitude
which proceeds from confident
faith. nourishes a comprehending
charity and, therefore, enkindles

hope.

638 priests ordained
in Peoeland in 1974

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Vatican Radio reported from Warsaw Jan. 16
that 638 priests had been ordained last year in Poland, the largest number
of ordinations there in the past six years.

. Citing statistics published by the press office of the Polish Episcopal
’ _(:qﬁie'r'e'u!:e. Viatican Radio said 486 of the new priests were diocesan and

oseph A. Breif
Dialog 1

1 think 1 understand why som
Jewish leaders reacted negatively |

the ‘‘silences’” in the new Vatica
guidelines which call for increase
Catholic-Jewish dialog, for joint pra
er. and tor jomnt so- -~ - — 7
cial action for the:
common good.

» e . i

Those Jewish lead-i -,
ers complained thati %
the Vatican docu-i .7
ment did not speak'-, ‘&
on Jewish people-. .

N T B .

hood, 'religion, andj "

religious attachment?_\".}:}% B
to the Promised - \-.{'4 k]
Land. PR R

In my tour of Israel 1 becar
profoundly conscious of those factors:
On Jewish peoplehood: Words ¢
only faintly suggest the sense |
peoplehood which moved the IsraeliSE
welcome into their struggling rs
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Vatlcan rejects anh-semltlsm, |
asks deeper ties with all Jews

WASHINGTON (NC) — The Vatican
has issued a far-reaching call for deeper
understanding and closer relationships in
dialogue, prayer and action between
Catholics and Jews.

THE NEW DOCUMENT, which con-
demns *all forms of anti-Semitism and
discrimination’ as *“‘opposed to the very
spirit of Christianity,” is entitled
“Guidelines and Suggestions for Im-
plenting the Conciliar Declaration
‘Nostra Aetate' (mo. 4).

“Nostra Aetate’’ (“In Our Age‘_'} is the
Second Vatican Council's Declaration on
the Relationship of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions. Number 4 of the
declaration deals with the Church’s
relationship with the Jews. i

The new docment came from the
Vatican’s newly formed Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews and
was signed by Cardinal Jan Willebrands,
president of the new commission. The
document was dated Dec. 1 but not
released publicly until Jan. 3. It was
released in English in the United States
by the National Catholic Office for In-
formation in Washington, D. C.

. THE NEW STAT-EM‘ENT ie intended
- primarily to set practical guidelines for
Christian-Jewish relations. It calls for:

@ Dialogue and shared prayer be-

tween Christians and Jews, both at the
grassroots level and in Lhe st:l'mla.l’];ur
community; -

@ “Careful attention in the liturgy to
the common elements of Christian and
Jewish liturgy, to unprejudiced and-
sensitive interpretation of biblical

passages that have been interpreted in . -

the past as unfavorable to the Jews and

to careful translation of liturgical
‘‘phrases and passages which Christians, ~

if not well informed, might" mis-
understand because of prejudice;™

@® The elimination of anti-Judaie or
anti-Semitic tones in Christian religious
and historical education 2nd in the mass

media and the establishment of “chairs ™

of Jewish studies™ wherever possible in"

Catholic institutions of higher learning

and research; — “Collaboration between -
Christians and Jews "in seeking social _

- justice and peace at every level —local, -

national and international.”

@ “'The establishment by bishops of
“some suitable commissions or
secretariats on a national or regional
level” to foster relatluns between
Catholics and Jews,

B

AN INTRODUCTORY note released by
the Vatican explained that the document
“*does not propose a theology of Judaism.
Such a theology certainly has an interest
for specialist research and reflection, but
it still needs considerable study. The new
Commission for Religious Relations with
the Jews should be able to play a part in
the gradual fruition of this endeavor.”

Observers have noted, however, that
some of the theological content of an
earlier working document has been
omitted from the official statemént,

The working document — made public
in 1969 by Cardinal Lawrence Shehan of
Baltimore — included explicit references
to the part Christians .played in 2,000
years of persecution of the Jews and to
the place of the land of Israel in the
Jewish faith.

The working ducument also exp‘hc]l.ly

denied any intent to proselytize (make
converts) in opening up dialogue.

IN THE FINAL document Christian

responsibility for the persecution of Jews
is implied only indirectly and there is no
mention of the reli_gieus significance of

the promised land for Li!.e Jews.

The denial of any intent to proselytize ~

is oot included. In its place is a
declaration of the Church’s mission to
evangelize, modified only by an af-
firmation of religious liberty, The final
‘document says:

suffermg together

P -_The star oi David frames a statue commemorating a union of suffering

between Christians and Jews, in Rome. The statue marks the site of a.

World War Il massacre of 355 Jewish_and Christian Romans at the -

Ardeatine caves. Hundreds of Italians visit the place every year. A new

*call for Cathohe-Jewxsh nnderstnmimg has been assuei l:y the Vahcan.

= ¥ R
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‘Not pohtlcal’

Document called ‘Inwtatlon

. By.lamesc O'Neill -

VATICAN CITY (NC) — The Vatican's

new guidelines and suggestions on.;

 Catholic-Jewish relations were drawn up

for Roman Catholics and do not presume -
to interpret Jewish thinking or how
“Jews view themselves.” ~-

THAT WAS AN essential point madeat

a Vatican press conference given Jan. 3
by several members of the commission
that drafted the guidelines. Taking part .
in the conference were Italian Jesuit
Father Carlo Martini, rector of the
Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome,
Msgr. Charles Moeller, secretary of the
Vatican's Secretariat for Christian’

Unity, and Dominican Father Pierre-- -

Marie de Contenson, secretary of the
Commission _for Catholic-Jewish .
Relations, which was fstahhshed by
Pope Paul VI in October. -~ °

At the outset of the press conference it”
was made clear that the newly published
document was “‘not a political

document”, nor did it intend to deal with _

-theulogica! prublems as such.

Father Martini stressed that the

‘document was “‘almost exclusively of a

practical nature.”.

He noted that it *‘does a.ot propose a
Christian thec-]ogy of Judaism," and
suggested that the new commission of

relations with the Jews may in the future -
'l:antnbute ‘special research and
* + reflection -on this theological aspect.

ASKED WHY THE question of the
Church’s mission to evangelize was
explicitly mentioned in speaking of the

_ need for dialogue with the Jews, Father

de Contenson rejected the assertion of
some that a “‘missionary intent" is im-

* plicit in the document: . -

“It seems to me that the first part of
the document, dealing. with dialogue,
stresses respeci, respect for religions
convictiohs. In dialogue each side must
express its point of view but this does not

* imply proselytism, because proselytism

implies in itself the imposing of one's own

point of view at the expense of dielogue,“ oo

said Father de Contenson. -

“In wvirtue of her divine mission, and
her very nature, the Church must preach
Jesus Christ to the world. Lest the wit-
ness of Catholics to Jesus Christ should
give offense to Jews, they must take care
to live and spread their Christian faith
while maintaining the stnclest respect
for religious liberty. . :

The Vatican’s mtroductory ex-
planation to the new document, calling

.. for more research and dialogue on
" theological questions, suggests that the

Vatican did not think these'areas are
sufficiently resolved to make an official
statement on them.

‘Nevertheless the document marks a
significant practical advance in Catholic-

. Jewish relations by giving official ap-

. proval and impetus to developments that

_ have been taking place at a lower level in
various parts of the world.

Israeli
minister
‘displeased

JERUSALEM (NC) — The Israeli
minister for religious affairs has
criticized the Vatican’s guidelines for-
Catholics in dialogue with Jews on

grounds that it omits two i.mpcrten *
issues.

“There is no remorse over the bloor]y
persecutions by the Chrishans " Yitzhak
Raphael observed.

His second criticism was um Lhe
Vatican document does not mention the
state of Israel or the religious link be-
tween Jews and the Holy Land.

HE ASSERTED that there can be no
reconciliation unless Cathohm recognize
the state of Israel.

The Vatican's *'Guidelines and
Suggestions for Implementing the
Conciliar Declaration Nostra Aetate (No.
4)" was published Jan. 3 by a newly -
formed Commission for Religions
Relations with the Jews. ‘“Nostra“
Aetate'' was the Second Vatican's
Council's document onm the Church’s
relations with non-Christian religions,
and section four dealt with relaﬁuusmﬂ::
Jews.

-The Vatican dmnnent is mg\ned by
Cardinal Jan Willebrands, president of-
-the commission, and afsu by the com-"
mission’s seeretary, Father Pierre
Marie de Contenson, 0.P., who recently-
visited Jerusalem. During his visit he-
said his work was for Jews and-
Christians throughout the world and not
merely for lsraelis. He also said he
wanted to exclude politics, especially as-
the majority of Jews lwe outside the
state of Israel.

The word "Israel” arises in zhe
document only when it says that it is in
ponderlng her own mystery that the
Church encvunl.ers th,e mystery of
Israel.™’

Father Con:ensm sa:d dunng his vmt
here that this was a necessary safeguard
not only for the majority of Jews who live

. outside Israel but also for many who do

not accept the state as a rehgous ex:
pressmn of Judaism. 7 &5 o
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

FO-PA-D-M
date January 24, 1975

to Rabbi A. James Rudin//’
from Murray Friedman 7? ,}/

subject

I zm enclosing Xerox copies of the stories on the Vatican Council press conference
we called in which you took part in the Daily News and Jewish Exoonent. The Daily
lews story is badly garbled and probably useless. However, the Jewish Exponent
story is really more important to us particularly in the light of the hostile
editorial in the Exponent earlier on the guidelines. Since David Gross wrote

both the editorial and this new story, it indicates what a good job you and our
Catnolic friends did at the press conference in deal:.ng with the complex:.tles of

- the issues 1nvol\red here.

Conzratulations on the excellent Jjob you ch.d and your genera.l helpfulness to us
in Philadelphia. .

MEr
Znclosures

cc: Mort Yarmon

_wiﬁspu@ﬁ@w&w
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By DAVID GROESES
181 EXPONENT Staff Writer

£

videlines

~ The Vaticun's recent prorauigation of a set of guidelines advising the worldwide Cath-
olic comsmunity on how to implement the statement on “Relations to the Jews” of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council of 1965 has once azain bmught the subject of Catholic-Fewish rcla-

tions inio the headiines.

DESPITE THE FACT THAT A.U’.. of the major Jewish commuaity reiauons organiza- -
tions view thc guidelines in a positive light, the media, including this m.wspaper initially

reacted to their negative aspects.

In order 10 better explain the Vatican guidelines to the community, the American Juwuh
Comenittee brought together Rabbi James Rudin, its assistant national director of interre-
1;;,1011; affairs; Father Charles Dcvlm execulive director of the Cardmal s Comimission on

and Sutu'

“The Jewish communi ity, however,

Gloria Coleman, coordinator of - does ,not consider Israel to be

_interfaith and ecumenical affaiss
for the Cardinal’'s Commission, :
for a meeting with the Jocal media :

moderated by Murray Friedman, .
AlCommittee rezional dircctor.
The regional office of the Anti~
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
also made available an analysis
i the Vatican guideiines prepared
by Rabhi Leon Klenicki, its na-
tional direetor of intercultural af- -

" faiis.

SINCE TH

herald a new erz of understand-:
icg and cooperation between:

Catholics and Jews, greater aware-

siess- of their actual contenl Is
needed in both the Jewish and
Catholic commuaitics.

Rabhis Rudin and Klenicki

~both point out that the main ob-
jection raisad to the Vatican guide-
lines in the Jewish community is -

their lack of reference to the I_:Lnd .
of Israel or the Su.le of Israel.
However, as Sister Gloria noted,

before its promulzation, the docu-'very spirit of
uved by the Vatican was forms of anti-Semitismn and  dis-

roent i3

i merefy a "‘p{mt:cm issuc. The
existence of the State of Israsi
since 1948, and especially since

. 1967, has become of tremeadous :

'rehgmu:a significance to
chry

The Vatican ga:de.mes also
Istate that, Catholics “must strive
to learn by what eszential traits
ithe Jews define themseives in the
" light of their own religious experi-
. ence.” Rabbi Rudin observe.. that

! this passage implies that Catholics
HE publication of the i . passag that Catholi

‘Vatican guidelines will hopefully !

are now ph..pared 10 accept the
religious overtones Judaism con-
fers on the Land of Israel.
Moreover, the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops,
. which at.the time was chaired by
John Cardinal Krol, of Phiiadel-

. phia, formally declared in Novem-

ber, 1973, that any political solu-
tion to the Middle East situation
invelves the “recogaition of the
right of Isvzel to exist as a sover-
eiga state with secure boundaries,”
.as Father Deviin pointed out,
THE CUNDELINES emphatl-
calty “condemn as opposed to the
Christianity, alf

world |

e e e 2 e =

reviewed by Jews (includiog an crimination.” The use of the word |,

official of the Israchi government).

“condemns” is much sironger in

They recegnized the deficiencies the fanguage of Catholic theology,

in the guidelines, but accepted than the word “decries”

themn nevertheless.

THE VATICANS reasoning .
far excluding reference 10 Isracl,
2ahbil Klenicki beiieves, is based
on the assumption that the guide-

which

was used in the Vam.m ¥ Dl..c-

- Taration “Nosira Aecale”

of 1965.

The Vatican guidelines also rec-

| ogaize the importance of the .

Holocaust o the Jewish mind; 1n-

| iti-fated ship St
Jewish passengers, flecing Nazi
QGermany,
s to give them refuge) brought home

fines ure a religious document, | g..4 they stute thut the Hotocaust

IN A ROVING statement, Sise
ter Gloria described how hearing
a surviver of the voyage of {he
Louis (whose

could find no coumiry

to her the effects of the Holo-
caust op its survivors.

It must be remembered, as
the Vatican guidelines striss, that

“the Catholic-Jewish relationstip is
to be a dialogue—a relationship

between eguals which “‘supposes

:the desise for mutual knowledge.”

Since Jews feel that better Cath-
olic understanding of our religion

‘witl Tead to improved mutual ri-
ations, it 1s equally our oblization
0 seck a better vnderstanding of
‘Catholicism.

One of the best sections of the

i Vatican guidelines emiphasizes the
smoge practical aspects of Catho-
“lic-Jewish relations. It notes the
‘immense importance of education

at all Jevels, and recocmends that
‘all Catholic educational materials
be scrutinized with respect o thetr
" handling of this area.

Both Fnedman and Sister

'_,__,--.,.___

7 Gloria pointed owt that Cathelic-

" Jewish relations in Philadeiphia

ase further advasced thza e
guidelines. They noted a wide
varicty of interfaith octivities de-

; signed 1o promote betier under-

: standing, and showed examples of.
L how Caotbolic school texthooks !
. were being changed in the diree- |
" tion rcc::\mmuldx.d. o

ot

= -uT
und 'ha‘ fsracl is 2 political issUe, | pos afso decply affected Catholic -

- thinking. The gt.,dc-lmcs find their
. “hisiorical  setting
" stances  deaply atfected by the

- memory of the persecution and

_the massacre of Jews.”

and circum-



%

g

THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  “R™
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 'g
_ | :

50 s umis: 09

| | %ﬂw CPnogna:m dlgencH
Unit on Church and Society ' o] |

475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027
Room 1244K - (212) 870.2917 : _
Cable: INCULCATE, New York

- | | _ ~ January 22, 1975

Rabbi A. James Rudin
Assistant Director
Interreligious Affairs

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Jim:

. Thank you for your note of January 15th to Dean with a copy to me. I,
too, very much appreciated the chance to talk with you about your recent
visit to the Middle East. : .

While Dean and I can not promise to deliver the liberal Protestant
churches on any issue, I personally feel that it is a mistake to per-
ceive liberal Protestantism as being against Israel at this time. There
does exist a concern that the Palestinian issue will be addressed forth-
rightly, but at the same time, there is a commitment to the rlght of
Israel to exist as a nation.

I do sense that some Jewish voices, and I am not referring to yours,
interpret such concern for the Palestinian people and their plight as

a negation of Israel and an attempt to imply that one can not be for

both sides in this case. As an example of the latter, I would refer

your attention to the statement made by some religious NGO's (I being
one) concerning the recent U.N. General Assembly and the - reaction in
the New York Times by B'nai B'rith to the statement. I have enclosed

the full statement and copies of the New York Times articles, which you
may have seen. You will note that in the later edition of the Times was -
inserted an important paragraph, which they omitted in the earlier editioms.
This partially answers Mr. Blumberg's blast as representatives of two
Jewish organizations were in on the preparation of the statement.

I do hope we can keep in touch as you have suggested and look with hope
toward a constructive peaceful solution to the pre551ng problems in the
Middle East.

Yours 51ncere1y,

Donald J. Wilson

Associate for }
DJW: jks LR International Affairs
Enclosures ;

Continuing the work of the Board of Christian Education, Board of National Missions nncl the Cummission on Ecumem cal Mission and Relations
~cc:  Dean Lewis ¢
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Later Edition

14 in Religious Groups Defend
U N. Assembly A gainst Attacks

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., Jan.
8—Fourteen representatives of
prominent religious organiza-
tions today upheld the *“posi-
tive” accomplishments of the
recent General Assembly.

The 14, acting as individuals,
issued a joinl statement taking
issue with the criticism by the
United States that the 20th As-
sembly was dominated by third-
world natlons that used their
numerical strength {o exercise
4 “tryvanny of the majority.”

This referred to an Asseinbly
speech here on Dee, 6 by John
A, Scali, the United States dcele-
gate, in which he warned that
support for the United Nations
was waning because of a trend
toward adopling  unrealistic
resolutions and making “self-
eepiered”  decitions on the
Middle East and South Africa,

Without specifically mention-
ing Mr. Scali's speech, the joinl
statement said: "We are con-
cerned by the provocative criti-
cism of certain actions of the
129th U. N, Generul Assembly,
especially at a time when the
warld organization is becoming
hoth universal and relevant to
many vital -problems in  the
workd 1oday.”

The 14 said that the "bilter
atlacks” on the United Nations
were prompted hy two consid-
erations — that the affluent
Western countrics can no long-
cr dominiite the Assembly since

and African wmembers and  thie f
fear that with the new majori
ties in the United Nations Lsracl
{might “be destroyed wilh 1he
help of the United Nations.”

By KATHLEEN TELTSCH

specinl o The New York Times

The 14 also criticized the As-
sembly decislon restricting Is-
rael's right to speak on the
Palestine question and deplored
the recent decision by the Unit-
ed Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization
withholding assistunce from Is-
racl and denying her participa-
tion in UNESCO's regional
groupings.

The 14 slgners of the state-
ment were:

Dr. Marpgaret M. Dedard, In-
ternational Catholic Child Bu-
reau; Dr. Robert W, C. Brown,
Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion; Dr. Ralph B. Uultjens,
British Consul in New York;
Edwards Cripps, Pax Romana;
the Rev. Mel Hawthorne, South-
ern Daptist  Conventiony  Dr.
Homer A, Jack, World Confer-
ence on Religion and Peace;
Clifford H. Johnson, Evangeli-
cal Covenant Church of Amer-
ica; Edna McCallion, Church
Women United; the Rev. Robert
McClean, United Mecthodist
Board of Church and Society;
Ruth Neuendorfer, International
Association for Religious Free-
dom; Lleanore Scpire=  Lmeri-
can Buptlist Churches, National
Ministries World Affairs; Har-
old Wilkinson, Friends World
Commillee: Donald Wilson,
United Presbyterian Church in

the Gudmission of many Asiandnen's Organizations,

the U.5.A., and Alba Zizzamia,
World Union of Catholic Wo-

o represiniative from Jew-
ish  organizations  signed  the
joint statement alihuu,;h sev-
eral  attended  mectings  at

which it was discussed,

LA mrar

TH NEW YORK TIMLS THURS DAY ]ANUARY 9, 19?5

N.Y. Times/l-lO-'?S

=

B’NAI B RITH ASS ULS
STATEMENT ON U.

Speedal to The 1w ‘so e Tumes i

UNITED NATIONS,
Jan. 9—The president of B'pai-
IB'rith ‘today attacked a state-
|r1enl by 13 rvpre':"': \tives of |
religious oroups wha had ap-
praised the record of the recent
Gcnor.d Assembly  and I'm.md

“much that was positive.” \
| The president, David Biuns
Ibera, declared in a qtlmmen"‘
"It required moral obiuseness”
It sce positive values emarzing,
IF'”"“ this General  Assembly
iHe added:
| “Not only did it .'all to take:
(action_ for the third straighu
year pzainsi interpational ter-]
Ironwm but the s2ssion "Io'mc'.l!
its leading exponent, the gun.:
Emnng Yasir Arafat, head of the
Palestine  Liberation Organiza-
tion,”

. Mr. Blumberzg acknowledand
jthat the 14 representatives had
criticizes seme petions hut he
:charged that they had “faiied
ito recognize the devths of
moral sguaior into which the
'Assembly has bnen plunged.”

T B'nai B'vith, a Jewish service 1
organizalinn, has an ohserver
caceredited by the Upited Na-
timns but was not invited tn
'Iparlit:ipiitc in the appraizal of
“the recent Assembly that was
-endorsed by 14 other observ-
viers mainly from Catholi¢ and
\|Protestant groups.

&Attiti onal paragr:‘oh

W

NY.: &

-

e

e P

omitted in earl:r_er‘

edltlon
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In another action, the Good News board voted to publish confirmation
membership study materials ™in the Wesleyan tradition of Scriptural Christi-
anity."

This action was taken after learning that the denomination's Confir-
mation Resources Committez had declined to act on a Good News proposal for
pPreparing an alternative junior high confirmation study book "faithful to
the standards of historic Methodism," according to the Rev. Riley Case,
chairman of the Good News Task Froce on Chvistizn Nurture and pastor of

- Wesley United Methodist Church, Union City, Ind.

Commenting on the official United Methodsit study materials, Mr. Case
said, "the great ewangelical truth that Cnrist diad for our sins that we
might be reccnciled to the Father -- this good rews, the Gospel, is just not
there. Not only is it not spelled ou:, it is not even mentioned in passing.?

Dr. Paul A, Mickey, associate professor of pastoral theology at Duke
Divinity School, Durham, N.C., and first vice-chairman of the Good News
Board, presented the preliminary draft of a statement on the "core prin-:
ciples of Scriptural Christianity," which will be presented in final form
at the Good News Convocation in July.

"The 1972 General Conference encouraged all United Methodists to
'do theolicgy,'™ Dr. Mickey said. "This is our intent. We think it is
important to stimulate theological reflection and learning across the
Church. Many people want to know more about what the Bible teaches concern-
ing the Christian faith and life."

)

Country 'Central' To Judaism's Theology

RABBINICAL COUNCIL LEADER URGES
VATICAN RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL

By Religious News Service (1-29-75)

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS) -- Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, president of the
Rabbinical Council of America, an Orthodox body, has called on the Vatican
to enter into diplomatic relations with Israel.

In an address before a religious convocation of Orthodox leaders, Rabbi
Schonfeld expressed regret that the recent Vatican guidelines on relations
with Jews did not mention the role of Israel.

"The land of Israel is central in the theology of Judaism,™ he said.
"The failure of the Church to recognize this and the fact that it does
not enter into diplomatic relations with Israel while it has relations with

the least important countries of the world, is not something that can be
viewed as an oversight."”

(more) PAGE -19-



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
date Buenos Aires, January 29,1975

t0 Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
from  Jacobo Kovadloff %

wnpueJowawl

- Thank yoﬁ'very much for letting me have-copies of your memos

- regarding the Vatican Guidelines.

i am sure you wi11 be interested to know tﬁat.#ha local press
‘has been dealing with this subject extensively. A good example of this
is the déily La Opinién ﬁhioh,-iq its literary supplement of January éé,
- reproduces the text of the mentioned Guidelines including, baéides, two
‘articlas commenting on them. The authors are Fathar;Jprgerﬂajia -as T
understand, very well known by you- and Rabbi Roberto Graetz, head.of.the
local Reformist Congregaﬁion "EmaﬁurEl". I am consequently enclosing
herawith a SUNMmMATy of.ﬁoth articlqs'trgnslated into English as well as

‘the Spanish originals.

Best regards.

JK/s1

ce1 M.Finé
D.Geller

Encle:
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“ “BEHIND THE HEADLINES The UAHC urged Reform congregdiis tw_ofole-
2 SOVIET COINS IN THE TRADE FOUNTAIN ment the-guidelines by activating joint programs-
By Joseph Polakoff with local Gatholic churches, such as study sem-:

WASHINGTON, Jan, 28 (JTA)--There is a
growing feeling here in some circles that the So-
viet repudiation of the 1972 trade agreement was
intended to accomplish two things among, per-
haps, others, The first was to destroy Sen. Hen~
ry M, Jackson (D,Wash,) as a potential presiden-
tial candidate, The second was to advance Pres-
ident Ford and Secretary of State Henry A, Kis-
singer by putting the blame on-Jackson and **in-
ternal affairs’ and not saying anything about
Kissinger's assurances in his Oct, 18 letter to
Jackson which Ford also approved,

Some here go so far as to say that the Soviet
attack on Jackson was designed with the help of
some Americans knowledgeable in the high poli-
tice of the presidential campaign that is emerg-
ing. Similarly, it is being said that Soviet Com-
munist Party Secretary Leonid I, Brezhnev's
cancellation of his visit to Egypt, Syria and Iraq
is a charade also done with the forelmowledge
of Washington to accomplish the objective of
pressuring Israel,

Charade For Psychological Purposes

The **break’’ in Egyptian-Soviet relations
would appear as the big opportunity for Israel to
withdraw and for Egypt, Jordan and Syria to ad-
vance into the areas held by the Israelis. This
is supported by the circumstances that Soviet
advisors are still in Egypt, and the great feat by
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat in “‘chasing’’
the Russians out of Egypt two years ago found the
Russians supplying Egypt with materiel for the
Yom Kippur War,

It is further believed that Sadat is engaging in
a charade for psychological purposes in saying
that he is for step-by-step negotiations and
peace with Israel, Why, it is being asked, was
the interview in Le Monde of Paris not published
in full in the Arabic press in the Middle East?
Also, why was the Interview begun by an aide
whispering in Sadat's ear and Sadat exclaiming
fiercely that he had enough of the fedayeen and
terrorista?

This exclamation started the interview that
Le Monde actually published, and it fit well into
the fact that Sadat will visit France this week
and France is irritated with the Palestinians be-
cause of the two terrorist incidents at Orly Air-
port. Thus, the theatricalisms of both the Brezh
nev cancellation and the Sadat interview are se
as elements woven together as part of a psycho-
logical campaign to mislead Israeli officialdom
and public opinion and, of course, Western opine

C URGES REFORM JEWS TO
PLEMENT VATICAN GUIDELINES

NEW YORK, Jan, 28 (JTA)-~-The Union of
American Hebrew Congregations announced to-
day it was distributing to its 715 Reform syna-
gogues an action summary calling on its 1.1 mil-
:5n congregants to implement: the recently-
‘#3ued Vatican guidelines on Catholic~Jewish
raoperation, Announcement of the distribution
a8 accompanied:by a statement by Rabbi Bal--
four Brickner, director of the UAHC Interreligs
ious Affairs Department, declaring that the fail~
ure of the guidelines to mention Israel, while
‘unfortunate and regrettable,’’ did not neces-
sarily represent an anti-Israel posture by the
Vatican,

inars, and to éngace in-foint-social action efforts
in such areas as , integration, revenue shar
ing and national health insurance legislation. Rabbi'
Brickner also said that thefailureto mention Israel
was “‘understandable’’ in the context of the exist-
ence of Catholic churches in Moslem countries and
criticized Yitzhak Rafael, Israel’s Religious Affairs
Minister, for his severe condemnation of the guide-
lines,

Rabbi Brickner contended it would be **most un-
fortunate’’ if criticism of the guidelines, which em-
phasized only the absence of a specific reference to
Israel, created a “‘negative atmosphere which could
prohibit Jews and Catholics in America from work=-
ing together." He said *‘those who help to shape
public opinion ought not to use this omission in the
guidelines as a pretext to avoid seeing the: positive
values and opportunities that the guidelines offered
to open new doors to greater Catholic-Jewish con-
tacts in our society.’’

In calling the omission understandable, Rabbi
Brickner sald that **de jure recognition’’ of Israel
by the Catholic church ““might jeopardize the life
of churches and Catholics in those countries’’ in
the Middle East and in *““Third World’' countries
“at war with or hostile to Israel.’” He said Jewish
critics of the guidelines ““ought to be sensitive’’ to
such political problems and **not expect more than
is realistically possible at the present time,'’

Vatican Extended Hand Of Friendship

Rabbi Brickner said he disagreed with Rafael’s
statement that the guidelines proved that *‘the
church is still far from recognizing the religious
and historical connections between the people of Is-
rael, the land of Israel and their right to live in it.*
He also rejected Rafael’s assertion there is **no
extended hand to the Jews’’ in the guidelines,

- The Reform leader said the issuance of the
guidelines, the creation of the Vatican Commission
on Relations with Jews, and the remark by Pope
Paul in recelving a Jewish delegation in connection
with issuance of the guidelines that he hoped *‘a true
dialogue may be established between Judaism and
Christianity,”” demonstrated an ‘‘extended hand of
friendship.’ '

Rabbi Brickner also contended that the state-
ment in the guidelines about the need for Christians
#to learn by what essential traits the Jews define
themselves in the light of their own religious ex-
perience’’ indicated that the Vatican **perhaps too
gubtly for some,’’ acknowledged *‘by implication the
place Israel plays in the Jewish self-definition.’’

oy

LONDON (JTA)=-A strike by slaughterers em-
ployed by the Jewish Ecclesiastical Authority here
is causing a severe shortage of kosher meat. They
have been on strike since last Tuesday in supportof
a wage demand for a basic 100 Sterling a week sal-
ary, At present Jewish slaughterers earn a basic
53 Pounds Sterling a week, Kashrut supervisors
are also on strike demanding 85 Pounds Sterling a
week, At present they receive 37 Sterling a week,

Ll

BONN (JTA)=~The Arab oil shelkhs are now mov-
ing into West German real estate buying among
other things some of Germany’s romantic castles
on the Rhine and Moselle Rivers, Brokers in Col-
ogne, Dortmund and Koblenz have approached the
German Castles Association on behalf of rich Arab
clients, Already the centuries-old castle overlook=
ing the Rhine at Trechtinghausen has gone for sev-
eral millions, Another tempting purchase is the
1ith Century castle at Cochen.
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KEY CATHOLIC PRIEST TO

A'I'I‘END WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

Vatican gmdlmes

-*‘
b

are

By LISA mn.m
Special to Jerusalem Poat

ROME,—Father Plerre de Contenson,
& French Dominican: priest, 1s a key
figure in the Vatican's Commission
for the "new” Catholic- Jewish dia-
logue and was responsible for com-
pleting the Guidelines for {imple-
menting the “Nostra - Aetate™ de.
claration drawn up hr the late Car-
dinal Bea.

will attend uxtﬂek'n seasions
¢ World Jewish Congress in Je-
an-invited observer and

He felt that l.b-m.l:ht help if no

made some -remarks.
“Firstly, mmm:hmum

be interpreted as-a jol.nt dwhr»

tion. It i3 unilatera] and aimed at
Catholics, In th.a: resent

This s one resson for our fallure
to mention Judalsm's tle to “people-
hood and land'™} After all, the
Guidelines contaimino references to
other essential aspects of the Jew-
ish religlon or:way of life, such
as the Sabbaths.circumsision, Ha-
lachah, Kashruth,: etc. We hardly
even mentioned the basic concept of
God's unity, so why should we have

out "“land and pecplehood?™

‘"We tried to the essen-
tlals of what we have in common
rather than our daﬂ.ngﬁahmx cha-
racteristics. “F

“Qur purpose is to offer concrete,
practical ideas for working toge-
ther and encouraging local initiative
— in other wordse, the real imple-
mentation of “nostra Aetate.

“True, in some countries, like
the U.S. or France, Inter-religious
relations have progressed far beyond
what ls envisioned in this document,
which may seen: poor in comparison.
But on a worldwide scale, some
countries are still lagging far be-
hind and have done nothing to fos-

.| ter CatholicJewish relations. Jews
must understand that progressa has
| to take place slowly simply because

of the non-homogeneity of the Ca-

| tholle world, . which differs from
: | country to country, and because we

must of course work towards Ca-
tholic Unity. However, if the docu-
ment as it is were implemented in

b'l.ﬂ.thj.lwnuldalmdyhe
8 big step forward.

state of .

: _PAPER.BACKS‘L

‘first step’

“With regard to “common prayer’
this was a misunderstanding, since
this expression was not used. Ours
was a suggeation, not an imposition,
& permission for' Catholics to join
Jews ‘under mutually acceptable
r:ircumstanﬂs' in "auent meditation
and prayer.”

“Some Jews reacted as if we
were inviting them to partake of
the Eucharist celebration. This is
not true, and guing beyond what
is “mutually acceptable” could pose
problems for Catholics as wel.l, not
only for Jews,

"Wamu.ltﬂndqwaytn dm]ngua
thé;other as he
this document prove that;we nm
have points that need to- be clari-
adm-mdmdmum
“Jews - sometimes react .to the

on the Cathollc side It is:.very dif-
ficult to understand the link between
puuuuand rdl]'lmu it seems to
some J .” state-

¥

mu.
“T understand that there are
always political l.mpnuum to
problems, it & my
duty to abstain from pal.!ﬂu.lmn.t
. This is difficult, but I must
try to do it, and if true contacts
are -established on a religious level
they can bring fruit on other levels
alas. Joint soclal action for me, is

'V

* action on & religious level. Some

Italian leftist mewsmen attacked us
by saying that social action isequi-
wvalent to politics, but I feel that
social action can also be under-
stood as a concrete hnpl:mml‘auon
of religious concerns,

I will admit that the Gu.{del.i.nan
are not perfect, but hope my Jewish
partners will understand that even
if there 1is some awkwardness in
them, they are a first step.

Jerusalem

‘ When I asked Father de Contenson
how he felt about going to
Jerusalem, he sald he was delighted
to be going back.

“T was in Jerusalem for the first
time in my life in November
last year, when I met various Jewish
authorities. To have contacts with
Israell Judaism is important because
I have had contacts with Jews from
all other parts of the worid. When
I returned from my last trip;.X came
ba.ck hewm:bed by the country, the
p , the L P .

"Jerusdcm ought to be a place
of reconcillation. I don't think there
iz any tntrlnsic :on.ﬂkt bemen the
Jews ing Jer as thelr
centre, and others considering it as
thelr rellgioua centre as well I
hipe the day will come when ins-
tead of being a point of confront-
ation, the city will become a polat
of meeting and mutual understand.
ing.

*T think some sslution accept-
able by all — sought with love and
attention — could easily be found
for Jerusalem and the Holy land,”
concluded Fathers de Contenson.

L : e
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55 WEST 42 STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 « LO 4-3450

memao
February 18, 1975

TO: NJCRAC Membership
FROM: Joel Ollander

SUBJECT: Vatican Guidelines on Relations with the Jews

Guidelines designed for the purpose of implementing improved
Catholic-Jewish relationships pursuant to the Second Vatican Council's
1965 "Declaration on the Jews," released on January 3, 1975 by the
Vatican were reviewed by a subcommittee of the Commission on Church-State
and Interreligious Relationships on January 21, 1975. .

The Subcommittee agreed unanimously that the Guidelines, in the
context of present Catholic-Jewish relationships and the position of
Jews throughout the world, is a useful and constructive document which
could have positive influences on the further development of Catholic-
Jewish relations.

Portions of the Guidelines deemed particularly helpful were their
condemnation of all forms of anti-Semitism, and their call for increased
interfaith dialogue and joint social action.

On the other hand, the Guidelines were assessed as falling short
in several important areas; most seriously in failing to take any recog-
nition of the State of Israel and its crucial role in Judaism and the
life of the Jewish people and in continuing to call for Christians to
"witness for Jesus™ without explicitly excluding Jews as objects of such
"witnessing."

The Subcommittee recommended that the foregoing assessment be
disseminated to the NJCRAC membership together with:

1. The texts of the Vatican Guidelines and the responses by the
International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, as they
appeared in The New York Times of January 3, 1975.

2. Excerpts from Pope Paul's address to the Liaison Committee

and the response by Dr. Gerhard Riegner, its spokesman at the meeting
with the Pope, as they appeared in The New York Times of January 11, 1975.

3. A recommendation that every national agency and local commu-
nitys :

a. Study the Guidelines and the Jewish responses carefully
and make their membership fully acquainted with them.



. ' D w B

b. Concurrently with the study process or immediately there-
after, seek out appropriate Catholic groups in order to
facilitate frank discussions and joint activities on various
levels, in line with the 1974-75 Joint Program Plan recom- ’
mendation "that Jewish community relations agencies rein-
vigorate their relationship with Christian organizations,
churches, clergymen, and others in all appropriate areas.”

® R Rk Rk %K

The deliberations of the Subcommittee were reported to the NJCRAC
Executive Committee which met a few days later on January 26, 1975. The
Executive Committee approved the dissemination to the membersh:p of the’
Subcommittee's report and recommendations, together with detailed analyses
of the Guidelines prepared by the ﬁntl-Defamation League, American Jewish-
Committee, and Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

Due to the complex nature of the issues raised by the Guidelines
and the lack of time to adeguately consider their ramifications, the
Executive Committee refrained from adopting a final position on the Guide-
lines but rather referred the matter for full discussion to the Commission
o; Ch;rch—State and Interreligious Relationships whlch will be meeting
shortly.

021875/s1b
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mnedmnmsdéyforspeanenew.

steps  aimed: at: developmg "better,
mutual- understanding” and renewed
mutual” esLeem" between Ghmuans
and Jews. -

CondItionsﬁ

"deep fellowshlp. -said 'the. Va\fcans

newly.expanded unity: secretariat in
4. document” obtained: ‘here: offering

swdelum for seekmg that goal. L

. Various actions were urged; ihelid-
ing* “creased “theological® dialogue, .

greater teaching“and -preaching " at-
tention to shared' Scrrpwral and-wor-

ship traditions; modified- approanhesl

to’commonly misconstrued New Tes-

connection”' with - mutual, dialogu
that' the ‘church’ by 'nature . "must -

now"are in sight “for
at.hxmng 2. "new relauomlu ~and -

e TR

The 'spjritual bandsandhistoﬁeal“
ljnks'm_keclosermlaﬂonshipsohh-
-th dommentsays.‘ )

preach Jesus Ghri.st to the. world"

Jews, they must take caré to live.and
spread: their, Christian - faith: *while

maintaining’the. stnctfst razpect for-

religious liberty s«

‘Rabbi March-H.' 'mimenbam, c&.;

T

Lm’wu&

:"Fellfowsh’ip* With dews

. generally “constructive and’ timely®.

- and’said-implementation-of iits- guide-
' - lines would‘mean:a:“revolution in es-, -

5 teem between Cat.holl and Jews. ev-
in"

erywhere”

‘regrettably, certain ‘formulations that

+.no self-respecung Jewish person can
e, % -._.;fhve“nthmgoodoonsclence..._-
the’ witnem of - tholics to:
'.Jestm Christ:should -‘give -offenseito -

< He''said that, while: Jews acknowl-
‘edgve'thenghtowhnsumwevan-
_“gelize; the assertion of a.conversiona--_
1y intention within the;framework ‘of:"
guidelines : for: the’ :improvement . of
- Catholic-Jewish. relations-eannot but» -
cast doubm about:the. mouvaﬁons of-'-

< the entire program..

/% Bt e added. that it also. Sontainy

Lt

/3

:f'

m a7l eonvetsmn‘

ach to the Jewish: ‘people is |

clear: assmnption that, Judaism:is
adeqmu as the:source of. trut.h A

edtomc.tudeaspeclal

-value:to the Jewish, people,and :
oo i o S A T
L : ' e ow et
..~ tations, welcomed: thedocmnentas’ _ﬁp

'I'he\vaticangmdelines.ime
the: church's' Christian‘unity sec
ﬂatwhichlast()ctoberwas

in

b commissi ?’t
-Judaism; seek: to. implement ‘in
-« tice ‘policies: set by the Second

--canCmmc:l. :
‘I'heRerv Edwa:dFl

\‘:

B, -

“tor of ‘the" US. bishops. secretanat c’fr
Catholic-Jewish- re]atlons, voiced/ 7

Bf?."-aat ““certain: excisions" .in .ﬁ%

.:they." should hopeful]y '-gwe
-and: -strong, impetus. to the pre
of- CaLholie-Jewish unde' ]

: 'and eooperaﬁon.

'secretary of the International Jewish:-



Pig. 6 @ LA OPINION GHRTURAL §

La declaracién Mosira Aetate sobre
la relacién de la Iglesia Catélica con
las religiones no cristianas ingresé
en la historia del Concilio Ecuménico
Vatlcano Segundo como el documen-
- to sobre los judics. El tema habfa
- sido™ incluido por expresa. voluntad

de numerosas revisiones, el 28 de
octubre de_ 1965 fue apro}:ado. En
diciembre Gltimo, la Comisién para
las Relaciones Religiosas-con el Ju-
dalsmo, scbre la base de Nestra Ae-
tate, emitié una declaracidn: eipecial
‘sobre las relaciones entre judios y
catélicos. Es &l texio que se publica a

raciones del rablno. Roberto Graetz
"y del sacerdote catblico Jorge Mejfa.

A Dccmracidn Nostra Ae-
tate, de fecha 28 de octu-
4 bre de i965, “sobre las
" relaciones de la Iglesia

wun las ieligiones 'no cristianas” (n.
4), marca un hito importante en la
historia’ de las relmcumes enrre “fu-
- dios y cutélicos.

- Por ly demds, la Imciaﬁva comnci-
liar estd enmarcada en un contexio
profundemente modificade por el re-
_cuerdo de las persecuciones y ma=
" tanzas sufridas por los judios en
_Europa inmediagtamente antes y du-
rante la scguda guerra mundial.

~ A pesar de que el cristianismo hayae

nocido aentro del judaismo y haya
recibido de é1. algunos czlementos
esenciales de su fe y de su cullo, la

onda, hasta el punte de Uegar casi
- a, una mutua incomprension o
"Al cabo de dos.milenios, caracteri-
2ados demasiado 6 menudo por la
ignorencia mutua y frecuentes en-
frentamientos, la DecLaracmn MNos-
tra Aetate brindada la ocasisn para
entablar o proseguir un didogo con
miras- a un mejor conocimiento -re-
ciproco. Durante los nueve afios
“transcurridos a partir de Ia “romul-
gaciﬁn de Ia .Dsc m!dn s mm zm-

d'.isﬁﬂtos paises. Es:as han conse:ut(-

" del extinto Papa Juan XXIIl. Después-

continuacion, al que se afaden decla-

ractura se ha hecho cada ve: mds -

demro de las™ cuales es poa'!ble ela=

borar
entre mdfos u cristianos, Pnrccs que
ha Hegado el momento de oroponer,

las del Con=
c&w alyunas sugerencias comcrelas,
‘basadas er la experiencia, con la es-
peranza de que sirvan para tratar de
hacer realided en la vida de la Igle-
sia los “propdsitos expuestos en el
documean'o conciliar.

. Partiendo « de dicho Dozumento,
aqui hay gue recordar solamente que
los vincvlos espirituaies y las relacio-
nes histdrices que unen a la Iglesia
con el sudaismo condenan ¢ono con-
trarias 9! espiritu mismo del cristia-
nismo todas las jormas de anlisemi-
tismo %dwcrimmacidn cose que de
por st ia dignidad de la periong hu-
mana bgsia pare condenar, Con ma-
yor razon estos vinculos y relaciones
imponen e. deber de une me‘or com=
_prensidn reciproca v de una renovd-
‘da estima mutua. De manera wosi-
tive es importante, pues, concreid-
mente, gue log. eristianos procuren

. entender mejor los elementos funda-
- tmentales de

la tradicion religiosa
hebrea v que capten los rasgos esen-

ciales con gque los fudios se definen a

si mismos o la luz de su actual reali-
dad. religicsa.

De :w:-erdo con eitas ‘considera~

clones de principio, proponemos gen- .

cillamente algunas primeras aplica-
clones prdcticas en varios seclores
.esenciales de la vida de la- Iolesia,
con miras a iniciar o fom:zniar de
manera. cana las velaciones entre ‘[os
catdlicos’'y sus hermunos hehreos.

1
DIALOGO

N reqlidad, hay que reco-
nocer gue les rzlociones
<4 entre hebreos y cristia-

nos, cuando las he habi- *

do, no han’ suﬁefado generalmente
el mundlogo lo wmportante ahova es
entablar vn verdadera didlogo

El didlogo presupone un deseo miu-
iuo de conocerse y de ampliar g inten-

sificar este comocimiento. Constituye *

un meiip privilegiado tgﬂm facilitar
un mejor conocimien mutuo v,
concretamente en el caso del didlogo
entre judios y cristianos, para cono-
cer mds a fondo las zas de la
propia Hadicién. Condicidn pdra el
- didlogo es respetar al interlocutor ‘Tal

coino es i, sobre jodo.krespefar s je -

Y suUs religiosas,

do desentrafiar mejor las condiciones

Sugerencias de la Comisién para las R\

- “NOSTRA

En virtud d& U misldn d(rirm la
Iglesia diene por su nciuraleza el de
ber de proclamar a. Jesucrisio en el
mundo- A¢ Genies, 2). Para evitar
que _ este testimonio de Jesucrisio
pueda parecer a los judios una agre-
sidn, los catdlicos procurardn vivir y
proclamar su fe respelando escrupu-
losamente la liberfad religiosa tal co-
mo la na ensefiado el Concilin Vati-
cano I (Declaracidn Dignitatis Hu-
manae). Deberdn esforzarse, asimis-
mo, por- comprender lag difirultades

-que el aima hebrea erperimenta an-
te el mislerio del Verbo encarnado,

dada la nocicn tan elta y pura que .

ella tien: de la trascrndencia diving.

5i bign es verdad quz en es'e terre-
no reiniy todavia un-clima de recelo
bastante extendido, motivads por un
pasado terlorable, los eristianos, por
su lado, han de sabe- recomocer St
parte dz responsabilinad y sacar 1as
consecuencias practices para el fu-

70,

Ademds de las reuniones fraternas,
se estimulard también el encuentro
de meuia?:strzs con miras @ estudiar

los mitltiples problemas relasionados
con Qas contvicciones fundamentales
del judei:mo y del cristianismo. Gran

. aperwru de espiritu, yrevenciin con<

. tra  los propios. prejuicios, y- tacto:
tales son las c‘lw!{dades indispensa-
bles para no herir, ni fera invo-

LITURGIA »

EBERAN recordarse los
vinculos eristentes enire
la’ liturgla cristiana y la
" liturgia judia. La 'r.‘omu- o
nidad c¢'e vida al servicio de Dios y
de la hunanidad por umor a Dios, tal
como se realiza en la lturgia, es una
caracter:stica tanto de la liturgia
judia como de la crisiiona.. Parg.ias
relaciones judeo-cristianas, es hece-
sario cnnocer los elementos comunes
de la vida litirgica (férmulas, fles-
tas, ritos ‘etc.), en los que la Biblia
ocupd U7 Iuyzr esencial.

Deberd. hacerse un esfuerzo por
comprer.der mejor lo gue; en el An-
tiguo Twstamento, conserva su valor
propio .y perénne (cfr. Dei Verbum,
14-15):" porque este valor no ha -sido

‘anulade por la interpretacidn poste-

rior del Muepo Testumento, Cue, al
contrarir le da su significado pleno,
recibiendo a si vez uz ¥ erplicacion
fefr.-ibid, 16). La importancia de es-
to es tsnto mayor en-cuanto gue la
reforma Fitdrgica pone a log cristia-
nos cad.r vez mds en contacto con los
tertos del Antiguo.Testameno.
Al comicntar los tertos bibliros, sin
05 tos ori del

‘cristianismo, se pondré de relieve .a

Iuntarnamente, a.los interloc-tores,

8i las circunstancids lo permiten g
es deseghie por ambas paries podr
facilitarse un encuentro comun ante
Dios, en la_oracion y la m. acidn
stlenciosa ‘ya gue éste es muy eficaz
para ovever la rumildad y la aper-
tura de espiritu y de rorazém, tan ne-
cesarias rara el -mcc:mlento profun-
do de st mismo y de-los demds, Las
grcmrze.. causns como son las de la

e la paz, podrian ofrecer
Jla ocr:siﬁn pam n‘nr rida a tales en-
nientres, ;

contint.dad de nuestra fe com rela-
cién a la de la antigua Alianza, a la
luz de las promesas. Nosoiros creemos
gue éstas se han cumplido con la pri-
mera venida de Crisio, pero no es
menos cierto gueestamos esperando
tad.wia U perfec*a cmaphm:en?o gue

&l glorioso

a.?. meu* d'e los tiempos.
En cuanto a las lecturas littrgicas,

se deberd darles, en las homilias, una ' —

fusta iuterpretacién sobre todo si se

trata de pasajes que parecen ofrecer -

una #magen desfavorable dei pueblo.

© judio como tal. Habra que esforzarse

= i

PUNTOS
" DE VISTA

Entre las dec[araclones y la reahdad suele abrir-
se una amplia franja de matices, tan variados como
son las interpretaciones de-los hombres. Esto pare-
ceria ser particularmente cierto cuando se tratan
asuntos religiosos, una zona donde la afirmacién
de la trascendencla y de un sistena de valores va
unida a la bisgueda y a la conservacion de la iden-
tidad. Las relaciones judeo-cristianas han llegado
finalmente al punto en que puede establecerse un
didlogo esperanzado. Asi parecen entenderlo, per
encima de las diferencias de sus puntos de vista,

el rablro Roberto Graetz y el sacerdote Jorge Mejia.

el derecho de la fuerzs y caracteri-
zado por las dictaduras de minorias
sobre mayorias o de_éstas sobre las

: EN un ‘tarbulento mundo, regido pbr'

" primeras, cualquier documento que surge con nue-
* vas invitaciones al dié‘logo a poner fin a histéricas

diseriminaciones y rabajo manconunado g,e
lograr los ldeales de 3usticia soclal y de pag, debe
ser recibido posltivamente por agquellos a quienes
estd dirigldo. Asf, el llamado realizado en este sen-
tido por la Co 6n para las Relaclories Religio-
sas con el Judaismo, dependiente del Secretariado
de Unidad Cristiana, es positivo, En la medida en
que da una formulacién prictica a las ideas for-

muladas en Nostra Aetate (N 4) en cuanto.a ].ns'

relaciones judec-catdileas, v en que

este
mento logre traducirse en acclonea concretas en

cnanto a dmio ucasién y aceién soclal en el
mundo caté!.lm debe €] mismo ser bien acogldo. "

Entlendo que el documento en. cuestién es-un -
docurmento interho del mundo catdlico, dirigido a
éste por las autoridades ecleslasticas gque durante
casi un decenio se han ocupado con el probléma.
Es por esto que nosotros, los judios, 1o ieemos con
expectativa, pero sablendo gue el mismo no esta
dirigido a nosotros, sino que somos su tema cen- |
tral En cuanto el documento adguiere cardcter
pablico cada uno tlene derecho de expresar su
opinion al respecto, pero el problema, no lmpurta.
en cuanto nos afects a los EB\;_‘dios directamente,
uno que couclerne a la Ig ala ::um:mmla
cristiana. Nos agrada, pues sentimos -que aquellos
que durante dos mil ‘afios no reconocieron nuesira
autentlcldad religiosa, aguellos que trataron con
dispuias teolégicas © por medlo de la espada, im-
ponerros su verdad, procuran hoy entendernos

comao somos y establecer un_ didlogo que puede
fortulecer la fratérnidad humana.

Los elementos més positivos, desde nuestro pun-
to de vista, s2 encuentran en la fercera y cuaria

seceién del documento. La tercera, plantea una
- serie de lineamientos en cuanto a fianza
del Judaismo dentro de la Iglssia. los estudics

en comin de nuestras fuentes gue deben ser em=-
prendidos por-catdlicos y judios. Es signiflcativa la
repeticién de una-formulacién que levanta la acu-
gacidn de “deicidio™ contra el pueblo judio. ¥a el
Conecilio de Trento lo habia planteado, pero para
erradicar los vestigios de antisemitismo que ain
persisten en nuestro Llempo Nostra Aetate y el

presente documento declaran la urgencia de en-

seflar sin tergiversar la historia y eliminando la
posibilidad de despertar en los creyentes animosi-
dades -raciales o religiosas. Importante también en -
e.sta seccién es el reconoclmiento que la fradicion
!usa no termina con el advenimiento del

mn. sino que ésta contintia hasta el pre-

'sente contribuyendo con ricos valores religlosos.

La invitaclén al mundo catélico para gue pro-

. fundice los estudlos de la tradicion judid, asi tam-

blén como la propuesta para elaborar un plan de

.accidn soelal comin a ambos credos, son las ta-

reas més factibles para continuar el camino del
dlalogo. Es de desear gque en nuéstro medio, donde
casi medlo millén de judios conviven con una ma-
yoria catdlica, esta invitacién sea aceptada ?or
todos, puesta en practica donde ella no lo es, e
tem;lﬂeads, donde ya en a grado ella se da.
e la misma foma en que globa.lment.e el docu~

mento nos pare ﬁm g‘ﬁ tivo y que aprecla-
mos eapecial.mente la felicldad de algunas de sus
formulaciones, debemos esclarecer que en

sea en formulaciones especificas o en 0 MDDEE

.der las dificultades

—gle 1o pneden haberse d::.do por mero_desecuido—
contradice el espiritu declarado y en nuestra opl-
nion no contribuye a lograr el tan deseadd diilogo.

- LA MISION DE LA IGLESIA ‘
I como declara el documento “Con-
S- diclén para el diilogo es respetar al
interlocutor tal como es y, sobre
o, respet.ar su fe y sus convicelo=
nes religiosas”, entonces la mision de la Iglesla de
proclamar a Jesus en el mundo debe ocupar un pa-
pel secundario en las relaclones entre el Catoli-
clsmo y las oiras religiones. No basta con decir
que los catélicos “deberin esforzarse por compren-
ue el alma hebrea experi-
menta ante el misterio del Verbo encarnado, dada
gl noeién tan alta y pura que ella (la Iglesia) tiene -
e la trascendencia divina", pues éste implica que
tiene una verdad superior, verdad ésta
que 51 “galma hebrea™ dificilmente puede com-=
render,
P Cuando la idea de la “Misién de la Iglesia” se
hace tan presente al hablar del dlﬁlcgo de ésta
con la Sinagoga, algunos.de nosotros —judios—
tenemos dudus acerca de sl estas declaraciones
buscar:. e g:r el valor de éste en si mismo,
] skmplemente se m}gara remover barreras en
€l camino de la re n de la misién de la Igle=
sia -entre los judics, Tenemos concepclones de la
trascendencia divina que no son idénticas. Por
medio del dlﬁlozo debemos procurar comprender
nuestras gdif os los unos a 4
los otros) Cua.ndo el ﬁiﬁlogo parte de la ldea
uno de los dialogantes tiene una verdad supe or.
el didlogo répidamente se transformari en un
nuevo mondlogo que en nada puede contribuir a
nuesira comprenslén mutua y a las cosas gue en
comin podemos I

“EL ANTIGUO TESTAMENTO
— LABIBLIA

'L documento declara en su segunda
seceibn que “deberi hacerse-un es-
fuerzo por com ender -ejor lo que
i’;g oy Pt b mf‘m""““"ﬁ‘
¥ perenne; porque este no ha
aido an interpetacidn pos terlor

Nuevo 'I‘eutamnto que al contrario, le da su s.lg—

do pleno, recibiendo a su vez huz explica-
ctﬂn” Desde el punto de vista de la Iglesla, esto
puede ser buena doctrina catdlica, pero no se ve
comp contribuye al dialogo.- Lo que en el mundo
cristiano se llama Antiguo Testamento es para el
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laciones Religiosas con el Judaismo

rse, revetidas veces, en la doctring

intro-
gne aplicarlas tambidn a lay s Etl‘nm;m

ueciones de las lecturas biblicas, a la

Oraclon de los flsles v a los comen-
tarios ircluidos en los mi.!ulas de loa
fieles.

m
ENSENANZA Y EDUCACION
UNQUE todavia queda
A mucho trabaio vor hacer,
se ha legado en los ul<
timosg aﬂos a una mejor
comprensién del judaismo y de su
relacidn con el tianismo, gracias
g las ensefianzas de la Iglesia, a los
estudios e investipaciones de los es-
pecialistas y tambiin al didlogo ind-
ciado. A4 este respecio Merecen recor- .

expertos fudlos.

tol Pablo. “la lglesias espers & dia, E1 problema de las relaciones entre
E.mmu conoce, en todos judios y cristianos interesa a la Igle-
pueblos invocardn al Seffor eom  sia como tal, pues es “escrutando s
una solg voz, lo servirdn como um propio misteric” comc ella se plantea
. : solo hombre” (Nostra Aetate, &), el misterio de Israsl Un problema
. La_informacién acerca de estas  Que sigue temiendo toda su importan-
oo niogies de enseRanon o educacion  Bay wincuns comuniiad hevvee: B
r ! Jos niveles de ensefianza y educacion ninguna hebrea. EBs-
~ -~ -del cristiano. Entre L medios de in- te problema teng asimismo um aspec-
) . . formacisn, particular im- to ecuménico: el retorno de los
portancia los es: cristicnos @ las fuentes y a los ori-
- ~ manuales de catequetls; genes de su fe, injeriads ‘?u la Anti-
5 =  —lb-08 L Alianza, contribuye a bisque-
| - —medlios de comunicacién social ﬂ‘uumm“mm
7 rprcm_'llraﬁo. .;"‘W..““ seodios angular. L e
fnstruir al pueblo cristiano de - —El Antiguo Testamento y la ira- ctapons & fioa formacidm,  ddopter las meliies pariraes
nera liegue @ comprender to- MWMW no deben e Ing profesores y de los educadores  tumas, denfro del marco de la
{dos las {extos en su ?u.atn sentido 31' considerarse opuestos al Nuevo Tes- o 145 oypuelas, asi como en los Semi= general de” la Iglesic y de la &
en su wdadem stgnificado para el.  tamento, como si esen narios y en las universidades, octring cominments profesada por
lereyente de hoy. solamente de justicia Se fomentard. la Investigacién por su magisterio. Creardn, por ejemplo, o
Las comisiones encargadas de las  mor 'y imw S Ielareiis & al e de los especiaistas nivel nacional y regional, -comisiones $
erouconnes TRdrgiote 'm ndrin espe- mor_de zf‘”’""’ fefr. Db o8 proviemas quie atafien @l hebrait~ o secrotariados o nom-.
clal cutdcdo en la ver T lag B2- © 6. 5;Lv 19, 18 m 2e mo 'y las relaciones fudeo- brardn a una oam etente
presionrs dy pasa‘es que puedan: — Jesnls. ‘que sus ap pecialmente en el dmbito d1 la exé- encw-gu de promover la aplicacién
ur enien doa ds mancroa :mdmcfo- les y pr:r; d.:l de mlz }’”’“"Ef na‘::. 5:’“' de la Stﬂiwzf‘c, E?e 3 : ctrices conciliares y de las
sa por P 3 pueblo judio. E1 la suclologia, Los institutos ca merercfﬂuaqs!
Imente tn,fcrmadoa Es evidmu mo,nmcldndoss como Mestas e Hifo -  jiaoe meﬂorg: de muesﬂncién. a ser . § I plano de :mm"mmrm
tng-peis¥- cambiarse los textos de Dios (cfr. Mt 16, 16), poriador de le en Golaboracion con’ otras ~ el Sento Padre ha stitdide. con. fe=
iblicos, pero i se puede, en las ver-  un mensude nuevo, e del Evangelio. uclones eristianas and!ooa.s ast -, .cha 22 de octubre ds 1974, aneza al .
|siones 'destinadas al wuso lturgico, u SrossEcs como el cumplimiento ¥ oomg los especialistas, estdn invitados Secretarlido para la. Unién de
hacer explicito el significado de la perfeccidn de la revelacién anie~ a contribuir a la scluclon de tales Crmlmoa unag “Comisién especml
m::o 1), teniendo en cuenta los es- rior. ¥ aunque lg enfefianza de Je- problemas. Donde séa posible, se 'a las relaciones -religlosas con el .
fos de los exegetas. sucristc tiene un cardcter de wrofun= cdtedras. de estudios fudios, !ﬂdai.mn' Creada con . miras a )
Lru otservaciones - anterlores hay ~ da novedad, no por eso deja de apo- v e estimulard 16 cotabora ‘eon  mover y es las relaciones re-

ual con . otros

v
ACCION SOCIAL Y COMUN de 1

tianos, esta comiston especial, d
de los 1 de -

G;?Nicﬂhl

todoeloswuuls-

. A hudwldn mos: inferesados, para mramu.r:oa v
tiana, mdmm‘:n eyudarlos & realizar su cometido em
labra de Dios, es ﬁﬁmmd&ectﬁmdalﬂ

= mntcwmloruh pw- - Santa Sede; ésta derea incrementar -

sona humana, fmagen de Bl dighd cclabo para_ poner . en’
mﬂmwm ctica de efectiva y justa
on ung accldn e en javor de oﬂemm«wmm.
Jog homtres. De atu ‘con el - Dado Romn,eldta!“dedicim
ritu de los projetas, v . bre de 1874
nos mm‘ para Comisidén m las Relaciones
de la soclal ¢ =
a nivel local, nacional e in- J

U-ll:l. mﬂlr‘.wmﬂbm

en la Biblig, ¥y lo que hay de valor en las interpre
taciones posteriores, Desde el puuta du vista tudm.
iamos declr que el Nue ento mntm-
ne revelacién como elm Iue enbend.lda por !
mundo cristiano, podriamoes encontrar en ¢l un te-
soro de conocimiento de la naturaleza humana, un
camino hacla la salvaclén concebldo nnuntk-.n.—
mente pero no la revelacién exclusiva o el Gnico
caming —exclusivo de t.odue los o qgue Insiste
veladamente en fosillzar concepeldén de una

menc,
‘m1im, pues sabemos

lenelu universal no puede negar al 1o
a padecido tantas penurlu en su historia, el
arwhu y la bilidad de una existencla ?cd!tma
propla entre las maclones”, y que concluye los pé-

a Esacrim antt”erlnmte
e ‘documen

de ion de ﬁunladﬂn” et
Israel con l.l.‘Hﬂﬂ‘n de arca
31015 en e nﬂo 1809 recibls ulg-

Israel judia y del Patto Dlvlm‘ reemplazindolo
por un Israel superior y un nuevo Pacto. El caml- idéntico al que ahora nos d_m—
didlogo se aflanza en cuanto Jos dialogantes mento, dado a publicidad el enal Shehan,
tral.ar. de comprender y respetar sus diferenclas y . de Bal habia colaborado en su re-
no insistiendo al dialogar que el camino que eada 6n— ba pérrafo que decia:
“1uno “elige convencido de su verdad, es uno solo te doloroso exillo,
para todos. - muchas veces amrwlz:mcmmnesmy presio=
— ién 2 sus hermanos dios han indicado
LO QUE NO SE DICE 5 Profundoe 1a, Tierra

Comisién
darse los puntos sigutentes: entoncas. ni @ ‘os dudics de hoy” ‘xmmm ciede I"m P. P*“'ﬂ‘uﬂ'hﬂl ‘Contenson, O.P.
— El mismo Dios, “i y au=  (Nostrs Aetate, 4). ° ’ - niento y €xtima reciproca Secretario
kor de lns libros de ambos Textamen- — La historia del judaismo no ter- v -alild y
fos” (D Verbum, 16, es quien ha- ming ¢ la desiruccion de Jerusa~ CONCLUSION
bia en la antigua -3 en 'a nueva 1én, sino que ha =  adelante de- 1 Asf la Mérmuls “los Judics”, e 53a Juam,
Alignza. sarrolienda una v L Concfllo Valicano I ha °  JSiess. & weess ‘wgiin log coaterion, 8 o
— El fvdaismo del Hempo de Cris=  cuyo alcsnce, si bien asumiendo, @ indicado el camino que_ i eprcliones aue fomien e 9
o ¥ dc Apéstoles ¢ra una ruildmir nu , un significado pro- hay qu sepuir pro- pensamiento del evangelista 7 evitan &
que un Jundariente diferente después de ér una p Jra- s impresiin de que me mcuss &l [
mm:da ci'c !E’Il‘::;lﬂ”ﬂ de ontor“r;?- Cristo, sigue mo obsiante siendo rico t;aﬁad m{:d fnﬁm ¥ cg:cgu:f : :: m’:l«,m w‘:
Ud*s, re 503, tociale - en palores r 'efo queaa avia oor re - Tasisec »
m y ..— Junto con los profefas’y ¢ apés-  cho camino. T feide WG MAMN SHTHRANIELY P
mundo judio la Bihl.l.n En el judaismo ésta recibe rrafos dedicados a Israel eon las .palabras: “Es
su signifieado alem 510 hu ¥ explicaclén a través ° una ‘con 1s_que 108 nos
ggdlu I.ntt:rm;e ;“ﬂ:’ !%loa comentarios rabinicos los udiinm:aher l‘t..h de los s
ados a_través de siglos, Reconocemos gue en pue udio, que se opera apre; @ per-
el mundo catélico la B! adgulere su plenitnd : . ‘secuciones ¥y por el juego de politicas, serd
a través del Nuevo Teal.amsnt.o {m;h las interpre- finalmente o no, & pesar de tantos , Uno
taclones que la Iglesia da dg] mismo delugcnn}mﬁ; himﬁ;lﬂu mrutgwug
'™ m.
Podemos reconocer mutuamente nuestras. rafces bmjdgmh i mmwémo 3 mﬁmn lndilagen-

gque omisiones en &Stﬁ tﬁ

to similar o
ol Becretariado de Unid adoru-_

cada uno

|

H lu labras de introducclén a ls-! lamado de Abraham. ue los cristia- pasd a "Instancias
E ones y Sugerencias para la nos deben a las dificuitades y tratar supremas ae“’n“ﬁn% ﬁ donde s."ém. i las
Apueaulfm de la Declaracién Concl- de entender y respetar el signifl rellam de por otras Instancias se
ostra Aetate” (N? 4), se habla este lazo entre el pueblo ¥ su Herra. La pueden publicar, suindo y cimo. Es una gran coss
delalmportmeiaque tiene que “los cristlancs - del Estado de Israel no puede ser separada de esta instancias, y en eoncreto,la Secretaria de -
& uren entender mejor 10s elementos fundamen- tiva, lo que no debe implicar por si solo g&m de 8u haya decidido finalmente
les de la tradicién religlosa hebrea y que E;ﬂ m 50 'hed:ol histéricos o declsiones de publicacién, Los observadores atentos recorda=
esenciiles con que los judins se def! . ordén politico”, que una etapa anterior del documento, frute
25 zimnde 4 1s low de sy aciudl.rlkisd seligio: Causa_dudas en medios § el hecho que ese del trabajo d Secretariado, fue dada
s m” dael u?la 1d '5 fleles documento del afio 1969 nunca Tuers oﬂc‘lﬂmenw z 8 COnocer una del 8he=
prisma a través ’I’ml’ 8 R Sus promulgado y que hoy cinco afios més tarde, suria de No faltars quien aho-
que consideren a los judios, €l documento ‘“g’ Pno cadi Méntico en cantenido, can la marcads se dedique & comparar ambas etapas, is inter- -
pue s dgg“d‘ :t:“?; ﬁ‘_‘m"?‘“ mmﬁnumjl}ore Ty e eate priato 4ue: o6 ta impor- m.edm v 1a final. Yo mismo no deizrﬁ? en esta no~
Ta eapecifica de 1a relacién e existe en tancia para la-comprension de, o los “judios ta, de marcar alguna ge las diferenclas, '
ma e e 1a relaclon especial se definen a & mismos a la luz de 5u actual rea~ bl
ia tradicién religlosa judia, y ? su dad e » ‘Bz e desar que 18 no per- Un segundo hecho notable acerca de esta pu
.tﬂnl realidad rellglosa, eatre €] pueblo ludin y ' mita que el m'io politico ¥ gm 0 0 105 Ves= esmu flo ::e ggﬁglehm &do
erra : erras= en tema
asombro se hace afin mayor si consideramos 523: gﬁu‘;?en sug:e m&:{aﬁ'ﬁa’d‘ .h-lx' ado al azar, De cualquier modo, aun wmﬂu
1a mencién a‘.tamante tiva y detallada que & 'y en Gltima instancls del didlogo que en un no se menclona para nada la realidad politica
este respecto se mctuy en la declaraclén de la {n de, hermandad ella misma trata.de dn- Estado en €l cu n.horn se concreta una parte M
mﬂoml.siel 0, Enisco lm ndm Anoes gm “m‘ l:«e}}:ch enf: lar. Judalsmo mundial, es amrot que ‘eil t;;h Immm
diversidad le u,;,& de uplnlm politicas, la con- Dlaloguem juntos_para que podamos enten,dn un mcmenm i gne nadu e Lsrach 2





