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January 17, 1974

Mr, Mort Yarmon

National Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Yarmon,

So nice talking with you yesterday and I'm happy that you have
expressed an interest in helping us with Sam Waagenaar's "The Pope's
Jews", As I said publication date is March 31 with bound books
becoming available February 22; Mr, Waagenaar will be coming to the
United States around publication date: and we will be planning a tour
in New York and Chicago. We do have qulte a few bound galleys
available, We would also like to do a major mailing of releases
to Jewish publications before the books are ready.

I will give you a call early next week in order to see if I
could stop by your office to discuss any promotional ideas.

Wishing you a pleasant weekend,

Mw

Anne Templeton
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story up to date, It may
. Colosscum oo large a
p Lhc fall of Rome, but his
insights in{h g€ association ol sadistic
foman decadence ring true

[January]
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fantasy and
enough. Inayx.

THE POQRES JEMWS.
Sam . Waagenaar. Library Press (Open |
Court, dist.), $8.95 '
A mdssive book, this study of the life of
tomun Jews has heen thuroughly re-
Lu]'b.ﬁt-d and is swilt, engrossing reading
!{Iu:pnu its size. Waagenaar's history is |
;.Im hound o cause controversy, not oniy

dimong Catholics but among Jews. Tor he
tdeseribes ireachery wmong the latter as
Pwati as anti-Semitism in ihe Vatican. Ac- |
feording 1o bun, the Jews were persecuted
fs:.*sicmnlicail_\f oy the Popes and fared

worse under their control than under Ro-
man pagans. When the Impecial Eagles |
marched sgainst Jotapata in 67 B.C.. ihe
cily’s Jewisni general, Josephus, betrayed:
his comrades and later became a Roman
subjuct, Thus begins i chronicle that ends
with the conversion af Zolhi, the chicf
rabbi of Rome, to Catholicism in 1945,
after having reportedly hidden from the
Nuzis in the Vatican during World War

————

JI
. . - a I
two in a rich, ofien humorous narralive, |
Bihliography. [Fehruary 28]
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THE EX IR.-‘\.(JR[)I\ARY MR. .

WILKES Lfrwc A{anenberger Double-
dav, §$10

A preenuinent chrogicler, Louis Kronen-
ierger, here tooks at England on the eve
of emptee in the [8th century when the
Whigs, the Tories and the Germanic,
popeyed George HI dueled over constitu-
vonal reform. Ento this hurly-burly arena
strode young John Wilkes. son of Whigs,
himself a notorious rake and spendthrifl.

Using his seat in Parliament as a power-

base, he courageously pubiished essays

24

_through the use of low-cost
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LI, Ianumicrable stories lic between these 1,

FORECASTS

Nonfiction: Albert H. Johnston
Fiction: Barbara A. Bannon
Associate Egitor: Peter Gardner
Children's Books: Jean Mercier
Paperbacks: Alice K. Turner '

American society. From the 19th
annexation of what was previousy Mexi-
can lerritory in the Southwgst, down
Aexican la-
bor {in lactorics as well ag agriculiure)
between 1910 and 1930 apd again in the
50s and GOs, the story ignot one North
micricans can be prm 3 of. Loper docu-
ments his account witly sl.mstacs, then ob-
jectively describes the  recent Chicano
movement of resis nce nd revoh All

ntury

notes.

JOURNEY AMONG THE

ECONOMISTS. Arrigo Levi. Library

Press (Open Court, dist.), $7.95

When economists communicate, they
usually direct their messages to the gov-
ernments that employ them or Lo other

. economists. But the editor of La Sranipa

of Turin felt that laymen might be inter-
ested in the theories of these scientists (or
artists). and in 1969-70 he sent Levi out

to interview more than 30 economists for -
a series of articles. Levi talked to the-

great men—I{rom Paul Samuelson at
MIT. and Galbraith resting in Rome, Lo

Abel Aganbegian at the Fedorenko Insti-

tute in Moscow—and transiated their
pronounccments into language com-

prehensible to an educated newspaper

reader.: His reports are witty and read-
able, and while they do nol make the sci-
ence {or ari) of economics perfectly cleur,
they do present a lot of thought-provok-
ing ideas. Levi finally judges his subjccts
to be **not prophets or wizards. but schol-
ars and scientists.” Bibliography.

THESE PRIESTS STAY.

Paul Wilkes. Simon and Schuster, $6.95
Wilkes's controversial book is made up
of a series of interviews with ten Roman
Catholic priest ."one of them a bishop,

EDITOR. BARBARA A. BANNON

"bOoK. "‘_'_*',"_‘_‘_".‘-""1'1!':'11-; uury 14

THE MALNOURISHED MIND.

Elie Shneour. Ancnur Press/Doublediy,
$6.95 i

The efforts of Dr. William Shockley 1o
blame deficicnt intelligence on heredity
have led 1o furious debate. Elie Shneour

_regards Shockley's theories as sim-

plistic, but in this book he does cite
scores of experimenls 10 show “ihal
“early-life malnutrition is u probable
cause of brain deficiencies.”  Before
reaching that conclusion he gives us a de-
tatled history of the evolution of the hu-
man brain, shows how inadegnate vir

present-day knowledge of human nutri-

tion is, debunks the pop nutritiomsts,

jumps into the debate on the eflicacy of

1Q tests, and scolds the media for perpet-
uating false myths about racial superior-
ity/inferiority. The author’s forcefully
stated opinions in this consistently inrr-
esting book add spice to his solid, de-
ached reporting of scientilic experiments
n various fieids. Linecuts. Bibliograpiy,
ndex. [February 15}

THE SATANIZING OF WOMEN,
emosthenes Savramis. Translated from
the-German by Martin Ehon. Doubicday,
7.95

Somewhal repetitious uand heavy going,
though intended for the general public,
this book deals with traditionul refigious
attitudes toward women. h beging with
the primitive tribes deseribed by anihrao-
pologists, then traces Christinnity’s pre-
dominantly male-oriented taboos, ritunls
and mores respecling sex (with brief
notes on other religions). Suvrimis's
chapter titles, which include " Origins ol
Scxual Pleasure,” “"Theology anid Sex,”
“Pornography,” “Revoll of the Pricsts™
and “Sex and Freedom.” indicale ihe

broad scope of his treatment. And his
book. whose main aim is to demonstrate-

that *'a battle against religion in the
name of sexuality is as negative as the

"PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
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Encless Inquisition

The debate over Pope Pius XII and
the Jews in World War [i refuses 10
dice. For more than a decade, critics like
Rolf Hochhuth (The Deputy), Saul
Friedlinder (Pius X1 and the T hird
Reich, and Carlo Falconi (The Silence
ot Pius XI) have speculated on the
question’, Why did the Pope fail 1o de-
tounce Hitler and mobilize his invis-
inie legions, as Winston Churchill once
calicd the world's 400 million Catholics.
against the Nazi terror? Whatever their
conclusions, Pius’ critics have conceded
hat he partialiy made up for his public
silence by quietly using Vatican agen-
cies and his personal intervention to
save thousands of Jews from exiermi-

nation. Now a new voice has been added *

to the chorus of the Pope's inquisitors
that secks to shatter even that notion.

—  .-In The Ghetio on the Tiber, & his-

tory of Rome’s Jewish community re-
cently published in Italy, Dutch-Ame:-
yicun Jew Sam.Waagenaar argues that
\Pius did almost nothing privately for
iFewish refugees under the very windows
tofthe Vatican in Rome, One of the main
) targets of Waagenaar's atiack is a 1961
Ianicle by the latt Father Robert Leib-
er. the German Jesuit who for more
than 30 years was the Pope's private sec-
retary and confidant. Leiber's article
told of large numbers of Jews who were
hidden inside the Vatican during the
German occupation of Rome, Waage-
naar could only trace one family of elev-
en who were given safe harbor, and in
that case one of the daughters was en-
gaged to a young Catholic who was re-
lated 1o a priest living in Vatican Ciry.
True Jows. Leiber cited as evidence
of Pius XII's wartime- ministrations 1o
Jews a socicty culled The Good Works
i St. Raphael. which supposedly aided
thousands of lalian Jews to emigrate
to Bruzil before the Black Subbath in
Qctober 1943, when the Gestapo en-
tered the Roman ghetio. But Waage-
naar quotes the wartime head of the
society, Father Anton Weber, as ex-
plaining that his group “was concerned
only with baptized Jews of non-lialian
nutionality, not with true Jews.”
Waagenaar also disputes the widely
held view. that Pius mded the organi-
falion known as T : clepation
16r ASSISTY ST Emigrants). He
reports that Father ‘Maric-Benoit, the
now icgendary Capuchin friar who
headed DELASEM and risked his safety
dily during the war to hide, feed and
nelp thousands of Jews. twice ap-
proached the Vatican for loans—to no
avail. Afier the publication of Waag-
cnaar’s book, Marie-Benoil, now hiving
in Puris. wrole to the author to confirm
his account: “"DEILASEM never received
unything [rom the Vatican.”
Waagenaur, a leeelunce journalist
who hives in Rome. hasdocumeénted his

~
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case suificiently o withstand all coun-
terattacks so far. The Vatican has made
only perfunctory denials of his charg-
¢s. perhaps hoping to undermine them
by appearing unimpressed. Many Jews
in Italy, instead of being inflamed by
Waagenaar's book, scem to wish that
the whole argument could be ended. But
as long as the wartime gencration lives,
the inquisition of Pius {(now a candi-

date for Catholic sainthood) 1s likely to

go on; and despite new evidence like
Waagenaar's, there is litile prospect of
a final verdict. During the war the Pon-
tiff himself described his dilemma over
Jews as ““a door that no key could open.”
The image stiil seems apt.
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LESTER MADDOX IN TEXAS PULPIT

Campaigning for God

“Greal 10 be with you,” says the
beaming, blue-blazered man i the pul-
pit. “Great to be alive.” "Amen.” agrees
the sturdy, prosperous crowd of Tex-
ans, the men in natty suits and white
shoes. the women in hechive hairdus.
“Great 1o be an American,” continues
the voice from the pulpit. ("Amen.™)
“Greatest of all 1w be a Christian.”
("Amen.”) "Bornagain.” ("Amen.”)

Billy Graham? Oral Roberts? Not
quite. The speaker is Lesier Maddox,
tormer Governor und now Licutenunt
Governor of Georgia, onenme wiclder
of ax handles 1o keep blicks away from
his Pickrick restaurant on Atlanta, and
onc of the hotlest speakers these days
on the U.S. fundamentalist circunt

Maddox's political visibilivy has giv-
en him “more opportunities to reach
people about God.” but he has been at
his “witnessing”™ activities [ar longer
than he has been a politician, Born into
s Southern Baptist family 56 ycars ago.
ne recalls that "1 gave my life to the
Lord in 19327 He has been an active
member of the North Atdanta Baptist
Church cver since. sometimes as a Sun-

] e b T i s AR rad
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day-school teacher o e -
Pickncks of the Clarmiun e
men’s Assaciation

He spears each year o Lo o oo
100 rehigious gatherigs, Tor w, -
Lihes no lee only expenses. b s
peared at Presbyterian, Methooa
Roman Catholic churches, but s me
sages seem most at home in Baptist
dependents like the Kelview Heiglh
Baptist Church n Midland, Tea
where he spoke lust week

So serious-is Maddoy about Lis v
nessing that he went to nis Midiing .
pearance only hours after gettiag s
of a hospital. where he had beca v,
ed for pulled lignments and sciapes s
fered in a bicycle wcaddent duning,
Georgia Juycee parade. Ouve n the »
pit. he limbered up quickiy” "We i,
a lot about not mixing poveramein ¢
religion. Well. 1 think the inten. oo
forcfathers was 1o keep governivwin
of the church. Butdontheep Gou's
ple out of government. I'in nor poii .
ing, but I am campuiminng---itu
paigning for God ™ Other Mauaon.

ON CRIME. “"We see il i pon
it from the pulpit, from Marsisi
ist professors, that peopie cotin .. v
because they're underprivileged o w
10 school hareioor ui ihe snow an
[but] I didn’t shoot s powcenar
hold up any store You commt 0.
because of sinin your ule ™

ON POVERTY. “Material puvei
significant compired o e poss
spirit of church people. the pove
patriotism, the povarty ol
among business people ™

ON THE CHURCH. "The wity oy,
Amecrica is the tundameniai.-. -
where the people teach the wo v
and not the wora of nin, Some h,
es [ can’t get into- some of “hese
ernist churches They're trviog
God to adjust tooman rathe Vo
10 adjust to Gt

Maddox st peieves= o
cmbarrassment of many
Southern  Baplhists -an a0
segregate. The Bible teuca e
of choice.” Miuddos inssae
“Wihy would we have dilivies
Gaod meant us 10 he ahibe oo
with cach other? Anv cave o0 s
church messages, however, oo
plicd. Moarcover, claims Mictooy
tor, the Rev R B, Shins, "t v
Maddox of woday and the Lester
dox of the Pickrich dovs ac aatle .
He has more compassicon aow

- -

Tidings

» "We cannol wint unie .8
tion, Unless the Amenican peopaes
the war now tens of thonseaas
necessary victuns will be kalica. v o
cd or rendered homeless how
and the induguration of e foa v
ident” Soosay g, lve women o G
men began o Ulast for Lfe™ Just o
at New York Theological Seaur.y
Manhattan, where they will o
ing the vigil. The fasters wiii wihe o



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



‘L Mercs

: s
This 1s really two books. One, a sketchy history of
the Jews of Rome to World War One, the other a detailed
and at times controversial account of the perlod from
Mussolini to post WWII.

The WWII portion deals with the situation of the

Roman Jews end places heavy.responsibility upon the Vatican

for the deportation of the great bulk of the Jews of Rome.s--
The author relies heavily on .-Fa her Benedetto for hisg
account of papal negligence, The author 2lso attempts

to systematically destroy the arguments of the apolsrists
of Pius XII, My intuitive reaction was- that Waggensar is
probably at least 80% correct in his interpretation.

The most pressing question for us is how deeply we
want to be involved in promoting the book. To speak
favorably azbout it would be to assert that Waggenaar'!s
strident criticism of the Vatican is justified, We
" probably should be sensative to the-fact that Paul VI
figures in the book as Montini, Secretary of State. He
comes off basically neutral but one could'conclude that
he too failed to press Pius btoward a more active
stand vis a vis the Jews, In addition-the author at
several points stresses the desire of Paul VI to

activate beatification for Piug, B y implication Pius must-

be exonerated from guilt if he is to be an’acceptable
candidtae for beatification, Waggenarrz is also quite
critical of Robert Graham!s acc ount of the critical
V atican documentsg related- to the Holocausts

This book will not definitively solve the guestion

of V atican gilence, complicity in the Holoweansgt or even the

more specific question of guilt involving the Roman Jewse.
It does throw light on the subject and lndlcates new
avehues for research but falls short of resolving the
basic questions, Whether this is due to the in ability of
the author to fully utilize the sources or the basic

and continuing ambiguity of the question . is difficult to
determine, I would come down on the cautious side bdut
perhaps there could be a Jewish Dimension,etc. wlth
dlfferlnﬁ points of 'view re“resented.

ce: Mort . Yarmon Py | ‘

The
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The Pope’s Jews o L ;
Sam Waagenaar . ' 1 W

... 200 Jews would be deported to Nazi Ger-
many.

They succeeded, but only after desperately - '
collecting wedding rings, gold coins, spoons, ki
and lire with which to purchase black market Back of Jacket
gold at exorbitant prices. As word spread of
the Jews' dilemma, innumerable Carnolic
Romans made the pilgrimage to the ancient Thel’ope’s IE'WS
Temple on the Tiber to offer what they could.
The Jews appealed to the Vatican, and were
promised up 1o 15 kilograms if they could not
get gold eisewhere.

-

“This is a rich and well-toid story, its tragedy recorded with digniry and
fairness, its humour with wit and acecdote, and its (relatively) happy end
wixl-[ drfmatic tension. A book only for Papists and Hebrews? No, 2
The ransom was paid, and the Jews began hsc:r}mﬂg\g history for all peoples. Liciai Basing
to breathe easily again—until a rainy Sabbath . 3 (S - ' =Luigt Darzm
in October, when German trucks sealed off | i ' ‘ ‘ '
the Jewish quarter and storm troopers
collected 1,127 Jews and sent them to their ..
doom.
To the Jews of Rome it was an ancient
story, one with_melancholy parallels to
cpisodes stretching back to the centuries

“This book has no other purpose but to tell the truth. As far as my partin
it is concerned, I vouch for it, for the truth should be known.”
—Father Maria benedetro (Paris)

befare Christ when the Jews began to settle in ‘\. . - "Waagenaar has written a gripping history of the oldest jewish communi-
a3 wading community on the banks of the ty in the West.l - .
Tiber. ' - =Neue Zurcher Zeitung (Zurich)

Under the Roman emperors they were
usually cherished citizens of that great capital

“’An important book, that one reads without ever stopping.”
of the ancient world. But with the triumph of ' 5

—Vrij Nederland {Holland)

Christianity and the ascendancy of the Popes, ) “A wealth of detail, and an undeniable narrative vein. The book achieves,
things changed and the Jews became the _ the bite of a new literary-historical “case’.”
pariahs of the city, alternately cajoled, starved, . —Corriere della Sera (Milan)

eiriended, brutaily taxed, imprisoned, or per A LgERRLP TE Cotimented "Rls  cane tulficiently to withstand alt

misted to live freely, ail according to the whim . counterattacks so.far. The Vatican has made only perfunctory deniais of

of the theocracy who lived a stone’s throw  his chErges : : ¢ :
.. away at the Vatican. . b T P:ﬁ:d.’s , perhaps hoping to undermine them by appearing unir-

The jews of Rome, who formed the first ==
and oldest Jewish commurLiuy i;! ]Eur:&e._ ﬁij:e ’ i
indeed the Pope’s Jews. They belonged to the @ s
Pope nearly as totaily as American slaves / . Opm Court © La Saue’ [llinois ¢ 61301
belonged to their masters, except that the X
Popes did not have to buy their Jews; they liv- -l S -
ed, bred and hungered for centuries in the
very shadow of the Vatican, waging a con-
tinuous, tenacious fight for survival.

Nearly six years were spent in researching
ard writing The Pope’s Jews. The research
was not confined to Rome and [taly, but in-
volved trips to other European countries as
ol and it requiged reading documents in
roa dozen Lingueages. '

The Pape’s Jews is a serious work, but there
are glimpses of gaiety under sunny Roman
skies: stories of love; bits of humor, and a
great deal of irony. It is a story uniquely
Roman, where in their deepest misery the
Jews knew that the sun would some day be
shining again in a blue sky, and the.
cosmapolitan Romans would soon find ways
of circumventing the Pope’s latest strictures.

—Time

. Samy Waagenaar, a Dutch-born American
citizen, is a journalist and photographer with
seven books in seventeen editions to his credit.
His biography of Mata Hari has been publish-
ed in ten languages in eleven countries.
Amaong his titles are Asia, Countries of the.
Red 5ea, Women of Rome, Women of Israel,
Children of the World and The Little Five. For
years, Waagenaar handled Metrs Goldwyn
Mayer's European publicity, advertising and
public relations. He swudied opera-singing in
Daris, played a Nazi in nine anti-Nazi films in _
Hollywood during World” War I, enzered
Paris on Liberation Day, and then lived in
Herlin as a correspondent for International
News Service during the First ten months of«
the vccupation. At present, Sam Waagenaar
lives in Rome,
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Foreword |

In 1555, when the historic struggle between the Vatican and the
Jews of Rome finally resulted in their being shut up behind the
walls of a newly-built ghetto, Pope Paul IV believed that this
was a just punishment for the Jews’ centuries-long resistance to
the priests’ exhortations to forget about the commands of
‘Moses and to embrace the beliefs of Christ.

During most of the preceding centuries there had been a total
misunderstanding between the two communities. The Jews of
Rome had for so long fought against hunger, and against the
rising waters of the Tiber, but above all against the rules and
regulations that flowed forth endlessly from the Vatican. The
abyss of misunderstanding that separated the two religious
groups often resulted in a battle of wits. The following story,
although apocryphal, perfectly illustrates the different ways of
thinking that originated within and without the ghetto walls.

It is said that a few years before Columbus set out on the trip
- that would bring him to America, the Pope decided to ban the
Jews from Rome and from all the territories under his com-
mand—unless they succeeded in correctly answering three
gestured questions which he would put to them. The Jews quite
understandably were alarmed, the more so because the Pope had
decreed that anyone who would give the wrong answers would
lose his life. Finally, Giuseppe Gobbo, Joseph the Hunchback,
also known as Giuseppe Testabuco or Joseph “Hole-in-the-
Head” on account of his being the most simple-minded Jew
around—finally, it was only Giuseppe Gobbo who had enough
courage to race the Pope. The way life was going, he reasoned,
it was not worth living anyhow; and thus he preferred a quick
clean death in Rome to a death of slow starvation elsewhere.

The Pope, cardinals, and priests all stood on one side, and
Giuseppe Gobbo, with only a little moral support from the
thousands of Jews behind him on Saint Peter's Square, stood at
the proper distance from His Holiness—waiting for the blow to
fall. :

Gesturing the first question, the Pope spread his hands out in
front of him, making slow horizontal movements. Giuseppe
thought deeply, then stretched his right arm straight forward,
pointing resolutely down to the ground with his index finger.
The Pope blanched, the cardinals gasped, and the priests
wondered what was going on. The Jews were silent, presuming
that apparently one-third of their threatened banishment had
been removed.

Now the Pope made ready for the second question. The
waiting was painful, especially for Giuseppe Gobbo, who once
again felt the noose tightening around his neck. Suddenly the
Pope thrust out his arm, his finger directed at Giuseppe's
melancholy face. The Jews trembled. The rustling of their
clothes continued all the way across the square. Their very ex-
istence hung so precariously in the balance, that whenever the
Jews up front trembled, they all trembled. Then the fearful
shaking stopped, and those in back inquired what had happen-
ed. -

“Giuseppe pointed two fingers straight back at the Pope,”
they were told when the rumor from up front reached them. But
since no wailing emanated from Giuseppe, it was clear to those
Jews who had to get the news by remote control that question
number two also had been answered correctly.



The Pope shook his head. “Amazing!,” he said to the im-
mense surprise of the cardinals, who understood as little of
what was going on as did the Jews.

Now the Pope sat silently, intently gazing at Giuseppe Hole-
in-the-Head. Could it be that the man was not as foolish as he
looked? So the Pope brooded a while longer on how to for-
mulate the third and last question, which would decide the fate
of the Jews for all time. A hush spread across Rome as if the
Messiah were to announce His Blessed Coming. All eyes were
on the Pope. What would the third question be, and how would
the simple-minded Giuseppe counter it?

Throwing aside the folds of his soutane, the Pope’s hand
appeared holding an orange. There was a cry of astonishment
and horror on the part of the Jews, for to them it was clear that
the Pope asked whether they would continue to eat oranges in
Italy, or whether they would be doomed to eat them
elsewhere—if there would be oranges elsewhere! There was little
time for meditation though, for within seconds Giuseppe had
thrust his own hand under his frayed coat, and when it
reappeared, he showed the Pope a matzoth—the unleavened
Jewish Easter bread.

“Impossible!”” cried the Pope. “That man has the wisdom of
the Saints!” And to the Jews he said: “Go home, my children,
and continue to enjoy Rome. I have lost—but it was well worth
it, because I have seen a miracle.”

So while the Jews rejoiced and touched Giuseppe’s back for
good luck, the cardinals and priests were puzzled, for they
wondered what kind of questions the Pope had asked, and how
the Jew had been able to find the right answers.

“With the first gesture,” the Pope explained, "I indicated that
the Catholic religion is world-wide. That was the movement my
hands made.” ‘

“And the answer, Your Holiness?"’, the cardinals asked.

“The answer,” replied the Pope, “the answer was the Jew's
finger pointing down, by which he meant to say: ‘Yes, but the
center of Catholicism is right here in Rome".”

“And the second question, Your Holiness?”

“In pointing my finger forward,” said the Pope, I signified
that there is only one God. And then the Jew showed two
fingers, reminding me that as a Christian I should not forget
that there is also the Son and the Holy Ghost.”

The cardinals agreed that so much arcane knowledge on the
part of the Jew could never have been expected.

“But the third question, Your Holiness, what was the mean-
ing of the orange?”

The Pope looked around the circle of eagerly waiting faces.

“It was a visual demonstration of the topic of discussion of
our times: the theory that the world is round. But the Jew was
clever, for he pulled out his matzoth so as to indicate that there
are still many who believe the world to be flat.”

And so the cardinals walked off, shaking their heads, because
to them it was inconceivable that a Pope could be defeated by a
Jew.

In the meantime the Jews had not been silent either, and had
asked Giuseppe to give his version of the gestured duel.

And Giuseppe explained: “You see, when the Pope moved
his hands around in circles, he clearly demonstrated what he
already previously had threatened—that he was going to scatter
us all over the earth. So I pointed down, by which | meant to
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say: ‘No, Your Holiness, we are going to stay right here’.
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“Then, with the second question, when the Pope pointed
straight at me, | immediately understood that he wanted to say:
‘If you don't follow my orders, I'll have you blinded in one eye’.
So I pointed two fingers back at him, meaning: ‘But Your
Holiness, you know that it is written in Exodus—an eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth.”

“And the third question,” the breathless Jews now asked,
“tell us, Giuseppe, what was the third question about—the one
with the orange and the matzoth?”

“The third question,” said Giuseppe Hole-in-the-Head, ““the
third question was the easiest of all. The Pope showed me his
lunch, and I showed him mine.”



Chapter |
The End of the Jewish Wars

The day had been slow in coming, and it was long after mid-
night when the last Romans went home. Many of them were
slightly drunk on the free wine, and hoped to catch a few hours
of sleep before the real fun would begin. Looking down by mid-
morning from the top of the Marcellus Theater, it seemed as if
all of Rome had tried to squeeze into the thoroughfares that ran
from the Via Flaminia past the Pantheon and the Theater of
Pompey down to the Gate of Octavia. The immense mass of
people, densely packed against the walls of the buildings, left
barely enough room for the troops which were to appear any
moment. Yet this was only a small part of the population, for
the crowds extended all over the center of town, having started
to reassemble again early in the morning near the Temple of
Isis, not far from the tomb of Augustus, where the victorious
emperors had spent the night.

The city had gone sublimely mad, a madness still enhanced
when the troops finally arrived in its midst. The Romans rev-
eled in admiration of the treasures displayed by the victorious
army, carrying along a multi-colored collection of strange ob-
jects, rich in gold, jewels and ivory, yet representing only part of
the spoils brought home by Vespasian and Titus.

Ninety-seven thousand prisoners had been taken, many of
them sold at the slave markets of the East. The rest were
brought home to work at hard labor, but seven hundred of the
tallest and strongest Jews were now ready to walk in the
triumphal parade, despised by the Romans as the enemy who
for so long had kept their legions at bay, yet admired for their
proud looks, even in defeat.

To the Jews living in Rome the sight was unbearable. It was
the confirmation of the news that at first slowly, then steadily
faster and always more alarmingly had reached the shores of the
Tiber, where most of them still lived on the other side of the
river just across the Bridge With The Four Heads, built a cen-
tury earlier in 62 B.C.

At first the news had not been so serious as to upset the
Roman Jews more than usually. They were accustomed to trou-
ble in Judaea, and like the Jews in Greece, Syria, and other lands
in the East, all those over twenty years of age had quietly con-
tinued to send their yearly tax-contribution of half a
shekel—two drachmas—to the Temple of Jerusalem.

Then, around the year 67 A.D., two Roman generals—Vespa-
sian and his son Titus—had been despatched by Emperor Nero
to Ptolemeus on the coast of Galilae, just north of Mount
Carmel, to subdue the Jews. Vespasian had gone overland from
Rome via Antioch in Syria, while Titus had first assembled a
large army in Egyptian Alexandria. To the Jews of Rome the
departure of these two generals for the East had meant an ob-
vious danger to what all of them still considered their homeland.

As his first act in trying to suppress the Jewish rebellion
Vespasian had conquered Gabala, a city built by King Herod.
Then the Romans laid siege to the city of Jotapata, which was
being defended by one of the most capable Jewish generals,
Joseph ben Mathias, who had been put in charge of all of
Galilae in order to protect it against the advancing Romans.
Instead, when the protracted siege of Jotapata seemed certain to
end in a Roman victory, Joseph had deserted his troops and
gone over to the enemy (to achieve fame—or notoriety—as
Josephus in Rome). -



Previously, after having been shouted down when he advised
surrender, he valiantly had defended the city, using all his skill,
knowledge and ingenuity to keep the Romans out. But then,
with the Roman soldiers already on the rampage through the
mostly devastated town, Joseph, in order to save his skin, had
been obliged to hide with some forty of 