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COMMISSION OP THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Toa Dr~ Eugene . c. Blake Strictly Confidential 

· / Froma Dr. Elfan Rees 

MISSION TO JERUSALEM 

15' - 21 June, 1967 

1 • . In company with Father George Tsetsis bf DICARWS I was asked cbY the . 
:" P~m~rEl-+ Secretary of the World Council of Churches to proceed forthwith 
.: to. Ier,el on a fact-finding mission. The purposes of. our mission we~e : 

. .. · ., .. ..:. .. -: .. ~~)'~·-to ascertain where the World Council of Churches CO\.lld 'best 

·.: 

. ._: . · ::'.- .. ·-4ireqt. its :relief ac·ti vi ties to· both ·Arabs and +sraelia ;.. ·" . 
• I ' .' · 

.. . , . 

: ··· 

. ~ . 

·b) to attempt to find out how best the World Council of Churohes 
crin act to mnk~ use of the n0~ situation to try Dud !ind now 
a solution to th1:1 long-etandin\~· refugC3e . problem and avoid .' the 
perpetu~tion of a ·new one; . 

c) to remove the .oth~r obstnclas to the establishment of n just 
pence; end . 

d) to help achieve o proper solutia·n of the enre of and o.e~ess 
to the Holy Places in Jerusalem~ 

.3. · People Seen (in chronological order) 
' . 

Monsignor Rodhain - · 

Arc~bi~ho~ Maclnnes 

Dr. Kalbian -

.·Heads of chu~ches 

aQbaesador Arthur Lourie 

Mordecai Qazi t . -

Ambassador A~ia Elan. 

Ambassador Ilsar 
' .:' 

Caritas Internationalis 

Augusta Victoria Hospital 

for fu+l list see Appendix I 

Deputy Dir~~tor General, Ministry cif · 
ForeiB'!l· Affairs 

Assistant Director 
Foreign :Affnirs 

General, Ministry of 

Ministry of Foreign A.f fair~ 

Ministz:y of. Foreign Affairs 

' " 

... . , " ..... 
. . 

·-. 

.. . 
· ; . 

. ,· · 

... ·. 
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. Ambassador Michael Comay 

.. Mr. Qhelous~~ ~ .. .. .. . . ... .. - - . : ..... ·- . .... 

Ambassador Isador Lubin 

Harold Trobe 

Dr. Zorach Warhashtig 

· · 4. Firs't · Impressions 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Director ; ·Economic Division, 
Ministry of Foreign . Affairs. 

(USA) on miision for the United 
Jewish Appea l 

Director General of AJDC in Israel 

Minister of Religious Affairs 

My first imp~ession. of Israel was the extraordinary tranquility of the 
. country. The absence of any obvious war-damage, the people pre-occupied 
·with their normal ... occ~patio~s and the t otal absence o~ boastful jubilation · 
ma.de me wonder whether cinything hc.'d happened at all. There is n deep sense 

~ · of relief at the feeling that for another decade~ and many hope for longerf 
~hey mai. li~e'withou~ threa~. :There. were no post-war shortages and it·ia 
quite clear ~~at ·1~.ra_·~_1 · can cope with any need problems that a.rise by its elf. 

.. Movement between ne~ Jerusalem and · the bld ' Ci~y was very restriqted, for 
· · although the old barriers were down, there wel'e frequent military check-points · 

. and only. those with special ·permits were allowed through_ There was a certain · 
· ~mount . of looting going on, ·but quite as much by Arabs as Israelis and 
s~metimes by both together. 

5. , ., Meeting with Heads of Churches 

Archbishop Macinnea had· arranged that ~e should attend, as Olll' ' first 
appointm.t.mt on the Friday ~norning, n meeting of the heads of churches in 

.. ~eT!lBel~m. The list of' those p~asent is nttached ~s Appe~dix I. 

. · ]efJ!Jre proceeding there we had vi~ited St. George's Cathedral and the 
A~~a ¥icto~ia Hospital. St~ _ Goorge 1 s had suffered very minimal daraage 1 

ibu-t tbe tlllird atorey of the hoap·i tal h·ad been destroyed by fire . Miraculously. 
t:lll~r.a ha& b(;e-n no caeuo.lties eithar a!I\ongst staff or pe.tient·s . 

:r;fe tried to drive to .the Greek Orthodox Pa trie.rcha te in n convoy of two 
· ~ZJria - 1. with His Beo.titude . himeelf and 2 • .with Archbishop Naoinnes . After 
ir:tinB '39"10rfll i'Oints Of en try whore we, in" oommon With everybody else, were 

· ~1?'nie4 a~~ittanca - on the grounds that only garb~ae trucks were m0ving ' thnt 
4a7 ·- · w~ lgft our car at the Damascus Gote and walked through the Souk to the 
~at:ri~rch<lte. It wno a fascinating w~lk because the Souk was es normal as 
87"~ ! !:ia.d kn<nm it, with the exception that perhaps one third of the shops 
~&ll.'~ el~~~d~ Broad was.evident and children were busy selling cigarettes on 
~e Tiila.ck mt:trket'." · . 

~4e meeting itself was a confusion • . His beatitude i~ not o. forceful 
. · ~i.?'illan and everybody there seemed distressingly parochial, voicing concern 
·. ~n-17 f"or his _own part~c.ular flock • . · Nor did His beatitu de seem to be · really 
i:i-f"~ed about the relief needs of the city or the supply situation. There 
wa:s El ·curious sequel · to" this · meeting • . On Friday evening we received a message 
lrot:1 /it"chbiohop lfo clnnGe ·the t the office of t he Military Governor had 

. , 

,•, 

• J 
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· - telephoned the Patriarch roundly reprimanding him for holding an . illegal 
meeting and. inf'.ormitig him that those present were liable to arrest, I f')und 
an opportunity at 4 p.m. on Saturday to complain about this to Arthur Lourie 
of the Foreign Ministry. He was very reluctant to believe in the substance 
of the charge, but informed me .on Sunday morning that it :was true, and that .the 
officer in the military government who had made the call had been removed 

. from ·office at ·e p,m. on the Saturday night. 

6·. Human Need 

There was surprisingly -little evidence of massive post-war human need • 
. Father Tsetsia will report on this separately, but Miss v~n Hoog~vest, alr~ady : 
in · Jerusalem on a similar mission from the World YWCA confirmed th·e impressions 

·. ·· which I gathered for myself. The Israeli Government is quite clearly 
qetermined to be a model -Occupying Power, and was hastily improvising the 

o I~ :. 

•• · . 1 : ' 

' ' 

· ad~quate _ supply of it~ occupied territory. I fear, however~ that too 
optimistic a judgment may be premature. It seems to me ·that in a few weeks 
time -certain categories of people will be in need of assistance, not beoause 
_of lack of supplies, . but because of lack of purchasing power, I would list 

~ :~hese oat~gories as: 

. ··. 

.. .. . 

a)· Widows ·and dependents of Jordanian wnr· casualties; 

b) · _older people normally maintained by pensions from Anrnanr ·. 

-. q) rerai t .tance-men maintained · by regular allowances from. their 
·children in Kuwa.i t or els ewhero. 

The banks were closed, and had they been open they could only have met 
.ten per cent of deposits as all their reserves are in Amman. It is therefore . 
oy belief that a stepped-up programme of individual relief by the churches wili 

. : -becooe increasingly necessary us time .paseea. Arrangements to organise this . . .. ,. 

.. · " 
' .. \. . 

'.1 .. 

t • • 1 ~ 

· have already been made at a joint meeting of Carit~s Jerusalem and the Near 
38.st Christian Council. 

: . 7 •. Refugees e.nd Evacuees 

I mus~ warn that it.is difficult ' to be statistically precise about· 
.:·r 'efugees and evacuees as the.re were such conflicting opinions betwee·n 
· responsible nuthori ties. UNRWA an!i the Israeli government . estimated that one · 

· hundr~d thousand people had crossed the Jordan and a little leter the 
·, International Red Crose estimated a figure of one · hundred and fifty thousand •. · 

· ·. Let ?!le .say first that I found no . evidence of' forced expatriation.· Indee'd 1 it 
.,waa _the .former Arab Governor of Jerusalem who first ap:proaohed the Israeli 
Governor with a plea that people rnight be able t o leav'l3 in· order to join their 

-relatives in A~rnan~ It seems to -be t±ue, however, that once e.n Arab had 
in.dicated in writing his wish to leavey he was given every assistance. by way 
of: t~ansportatiori to the river by the Occupying Power. A" few ce.ses were 
reporte·d to mo o·f Israeli officers calling on well~to-do . .t\ro.bs :and offering 

. them every assitanco to leiv~, bqt on confirming that they did not desire .to 
leave, the Arab& were not fur ther molested~ 

The flight ' woe greatest from Jericho and t}1e s urrounding refugee camps; 
-At ~he start . bf hostilities tha ~ore mobi l e Arabs in J erusalem ma de for the 

, · 

.· .. 

:1 . 
; . 

' l . 
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Allen by : bridge·,· in _c_onvoya of: cars, and this c~µsed a panic in Jeri oho, almost 
h~l_f: ~{ whQse _ populntion followed. The- UNRWA. refugees · followed suit on a. 
ma~si ve ~:eale..t part;l;y . be ca.use :they were afraid tha. t they would not get their · 
ra~j.o:ps. · _S_ome: :ei_ghty, -1;housand ·refugees fled ·the UNRWA camps and are now in-

_,,., .. r.r~~s-::-Jpr~o.n, .. ·:·A f~rther 'thirty thousand. have been moved across the' river by 
UNRWA .- itaelf into -one lal'lge camp "for administrative convenience..- - · a very . 
curious proc~dure indeed. On the maximum figures it would seem that. a f:urth.er 
forty. thousand new refugees have arrived in Trans-Jordan. Flight from Ga.za 
was geographically impossible. 

The present position . seems to be, therefore, that there are still some 
.. 13ix, hundr-ed thousand UNRWA refugees in occupied territory, more . than half in 
Gaza; ·and slightly more than four hundred .thousand in Trans-Jordan. The . 
Oocupying.Power has signed an agreement with UNRWA enabling the agency-to 
oarry on its _operations in all occupied .territories. _There will ba some 
·disoussion betwaen them about the re-registration of refugees. There has been · 
for : years a long wrangle in the United Na.tions about black market tro.ffic·· in, 

· UNRWA ration cards, and Michael Comay told me .. that they had seized tens of 
· thousands of these ·cards in the illegal possession of Arab merchants,_ The 
promise of "rectifi<;rn.tion. of the roles" . does not seom to have borne much fruit. 

I raised .the question of the native . populo.tion of Gc.za, much ._the· minority 
there, and was inforoed ~hnt the Occupying Power had signed an agreement with. 
CARE to look after thera. With regard to the traditional activities of 
voluntary agencies amongst the refugees and others in need, Mr. Chelousse 
informed us that · agencies which had esta.bl.ished work in the areas before the . 
outbrea~ . of hostilities would be allowed to-. carry on with ~very facility from 
th,e government, but it was not anticipated that new agencies would be. allowed 

. _:.to. opero. ~e • 

._ On the · poli tica.i .. o.nd planning aspe.ct ·of · the l~ng-term 1A~n.b refugee 
pro_blem, I found n determination o.n. the Israeli side to .arrive at a quick 
solution by re-establishment, so that they could come to the peace-table with 
proof positive that this problem> the possibility of whose solution no Arab . 

: would admit, could in fo.ct be solved. Their plans were ~ague and immature, 
but I think th~ mo.in thrust will be the re-settlement of th~. refugees, · 

. in¢luding those f'roa Go.zo., in productive colonies in the Jordnn vnlley. I _ 
_shoul:1 recall th~t after 1948 UNR1::7A loolCed after the Arab refugees 'in Israel 
for a short period, after which· the .'government informed UNRWA that it ·would 
assume total responsibility itself and has long since absorbed these people. 
l believe.the ~arne procedure is in mind no~. I hnve agreed to kecp · in touch. 
nth the planners· ·on this issue and it must, of course' be given the most 
serioua conaideration in World Council circles. · 

.. 
8, Holy Places 

•. I • 

I had an opp~rtunity. of seeing soma of the Holy Plncos during my.vis'it and . 
had good reports on the others, (Although one nover quite knows how .to define 
a Boly Place in Jeruenlem - ie it exclus_ively a place of-Biblical ·tradition, 
or does · it include ·ony 18th century · church or monastery?) In any case it was 
;uite clear th•t, in the co~t inclusive sense, the damage was minimal, broken 
windows, bullet holes in the walls, a hole in the roof o.f the Church of the 
Mat'ivity and a badly do.mnged door of n famous Mosque. 

. .. . .. . ~ 

. ; '. 

·I 
• I . 
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However, the R<;>i:inn C~tholic church of St. Anne's was practically destroyed. 

I gathered that the Israeli battle orders were that the Old City was 
to be taken by hand to hand fighting to avoid all danger of bombardment of 
the Holy Places. Very shortly nfter the cease-fire large notices were 
posted on every church and monastery stating 11This is a Holy Place, do not 
enter without permit." Very shortly therenfter Israeli government officials 
came to assess th~ damage for they have accepted responsibility for the cost 
of repairs. So much for the present situation. 

I was more concerned ~bout th~ future ~nd for this purpose had arranged 
an interview with the Minister of Religious Affairs (~nrhashtig), Before I 
met him I hnd been mndc acutely aware of th~ conviction in Israel that no 
Israeli government could survive the return of the Old City into Arab hands, 
and that there is a total determination th~t ''a city that was divided by war 
and re-united by war must naver be divided a.gain." Since I left Isro.el the 
unity of the city hns become, by Israeli legislation, o. fait o.ccompli. The 
Minister was very cordial and pleased to accept my expressions of gra ti tu~i'e 
for the care his government hoa tn.ken. As to tho future, he authorised ·me 
officially to bring you three guarnntees: 

.. 
1. The security of the Holy Places - Heru I gathered that he meant 
that measures would be taken to ensure that thero should be no 
deseorntion. 

2 •. The o.ccessibili ty of the Holy Places - On this point he was very 
specific, emphasising thnt a Copt from Cairo or n Moslem from Ammnn 
wo1:1ld have free nccess. Archbishop Macinnes had especially r.sked ::.1e 
to enquiro about Moslem accessibility, and in giving mo this nssurll.nce' 
the Minister· quietly remarked tho.t he was gro.tifiod th~t the World 
Council of Churches was concerned with .Moslem nccoss, he h~d not 
noticed in the last 19 yours any particular concern expr~sscd by 
tbe World Council for Jewish access to the Wc.iling Wa.11. 

}. Self-~dministration of the Holy Pl~ccs - Hs hcd alre~dy decreed 
tbet tho Chief Rabbi was tho custodinn and governor of the Jewish 
Boly Places. He had informed the Moslems that they were tot~lly 
res~or.sible f~r the administration of the Mosque of O~ar et a.l. 
The week after our interview he wns hoping to meet rri th Chris tio.n 
church leaders to hear what their proposals were. He said, "There 
nro so many of them it may be a bit c"onfusing, but I do not propose 
to impose any particular plan upon them. The initiative for their 
me.chinery of self-a.dministrr.i.tion must come from thern. 11 

9. P:r~apects r~r tho Futuro 

I we.a vr;ry fortun~to thnt, because of po.st conta.cts and friendships ct:lde 
~t thf: United !fotione, I had r·~ady o.cc1;HJs to anybody I wcmted to sel3, and n 
.!:.:=g interview .-ith !.tich~el c,,mny, who is in charge of planning, wns perhaps 
~~e cost h~lpful of all. The first point that ought to be ~ada is tho.t no-one 
was more t~ken by surprise by the speed and extent of their viotory than the 
Israeli government, They had never expected to ba an Occupying Power and they 
had no occupation plans. Everything w~s being improvised, everybody wes 
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aubmi tt~ng plans, sol)le_ of whicn contradicted . ~me. another, and they all pleaded 
with me -for patience, even if they ro~de initial mistakes. Their primary 
concern was the future security of Isrnel: m:Ve hnve bean living in the 
twiligh~ for 19 years and we will-never go back there, however many 
reao1utions. the .United Nations passes." The four prucial points here were: 

. ,1, .. . free_dom of nav~ga.tion in the Gulf of Aquaba; 

2. a demilitarised Sirini, possibly under United Nations 
supervision; 

3. · control of the ·Syrian hills to .ensure thnt there should be 
no further bombardment of Israeli settlements in Gallilee; 

4. a viable frontier with Jordan. 

I found no inclination on thair part to hang on indefinitely to occupied · 
territory. Officials pointed out that they now had 1,500,000 Arabs under 
their control and they did not want a bi-national state like Belgium or 
Canada. For them it was a problem of demography versus geography. 

With regard to the West Bank there is no disposition to retain it, and 
they were contemplating either a peace treaty with King Hussein which would 
restore it, or fciling thnt, the establishment of a new state with Palestinians 
in power and some form of economic federation with Israel. 

They themselves were completely astonished that Jordan joined-in the war 
because at the very last moment they had sent a message to Hussein, by the 
U.N. G~neral Odd Bull, assuring the King that there would be no invasion of 
Jordan if he held back. Unfortunately by this time the Jordanilln army was 
under the command of Egyptian officers. 

With regard to Gaza, n headache which nobody wants, they had no plans 
st all, except for those for the refugees referred to in my paragraph 7. As 
I h~ve stated in paragraph 8 there was no que9tion of the re-division of 
Jerusalem. They wera prepared to grant Israeli citizenship to the 70,000 
Arabs living ther8 and that was that. 

?l'nen I raised the question of the Corpus Sepuratum, they said that what 
had £ciled in 1948 wns even less likely to succeed today. They indicated 
that through their diplomatic .sources they hnd found that even the Pope was 
less likely to press this mnttcr thnn had at first appeared. mien I suggested 
'that the Pope rapresE=nted o.nly a· small minority of the Christians ccmcerned 
with Jerusnl9c, they ngraed but said that he influenced the whole of the Latin 
iooric~n vote in the Gonaral Assembly. I believo. that their longatorm plans 
will inv!>lves 

~> political arrangements which guarantee their security; 

b) econooic development which they hopefully believe might 
lead to a Middle East Common Market; and 

.c) a final solution of tho Arab refugee problem. 

They all, of course, depend upon the possibility of their sitting down at a 
peace conference. 

·. 
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FOOTNOTE 

As a footnote to this report I should suy that, on June 29th, I saw 
Bishop Samuel who did not seem to me to be racking tho usual passport speech 
which I expected. He was very unpolitical nnd his concern was for the whole 
future of the Christian churches in the Arab lands. By their identification 
with the ecumenical movement and by the ocumenicnl movement's identification 
with the rights of the Je,1s, they a.re, by implication, enemies of the 
Moslems. Moreover, confusion between Christicn references to the Israel of 
the Old Testament and modern Israel is being deliberately encouraged by 
misrepresentation by the Moslem Brothers. Bishop Sarauel is therefore most 
anxious that something should be said ecumenically about justica for the 
Arab world which will h_elp the churches in the .Arab lands '7i th their 
governments. He ventured the opinion that the West having so completely lost 
face in the Middle East, tho choice for them seems to many to lio between 
Israeli domination and Russian domination, o;nd that they would choose the 
latter as the lesser of two evils. 
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People present at the meeting of heads of churches. 

Patriarch Benedictos 

Patriarch Alberto Gori 

Most Rev, Lino Capillo 

Archbishop Macinnes 

Bishop Cuba.in 

Bishop Dioscorus Luca 

Propst Kohler 

Rev. D. Haddod 

Father George Harb 

Father Albert Rock 

Bishop H. Cappouchi 

Bishop Baltreoti 

Rev. Faik Haddod 

Rev. Refig Farah 

Archbishop Baeilios 

Archbishop Germanos 

.Al'chi~~ndrite Constantine 

Dr. Elfan Rees 

Pather George Tsetaie 

Greek Orthodox 

Latin 

Superior of the Franciscans 

Anglican 

Anglican 

Syrio.n Orthodox 

Lutheran 

Lutheran 

La.tin 

Frr:moiscan order 

Greek catholic 

Latin 

Anglican 

Anglican 

GreEJk Orthodox 

Greek Orthodox (part-time) 

Greek Orthodox 

World Council of Churches 

World Council of Churches 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Evacuation of Jewish Minorities from Arab States 

Statement to be issued· from the General Secretariat 
of the World Council of Churches not publically, but 
only in reply to inquiries 

On February 14, 1969, the General secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Oro . Eugene Carson Blake, addressed the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations on the question of evacuation of the Jewish 
minorities in Iraq, Syria and the United Arab Republic o In the course · .= 

of his letter he said: · · 

- .. 

"While the World Council of Churches is constantly concerned 
with the situation of minorities of whatever faith in whatever 

· country, we wish.·to let you know that we would welcome any 1 

initiative you .may see fit to take in this particular con- · 
nectiono It seems to us that any mGasure that would facilitate 
such . emigration would be consonant with the provision ·Of 
Article 13, Paragraph 2, of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights which states that everyone has the ri9ht to leave any , 
country including h~s own and to return to his country" . -

· ourin9 ~n extended visit to the Middle East, when he saw bot only 
Heads of Churches but Heads of State, Dr . Blake himself raised ·this 

.question. In Cairo, he was informed by hi.gh government officials that 
as the Government of the U.A.R. was now planning a general emiqration 

.. · programme, there should be no difficulty in. the departure of such 
·.·members of the Jewish minority in the U.A.R. who wished to leave • 

. · . .- There has been some delay in .the fulfilment of this undertaking but 
we are ·officially informed that the exodus of Jews is now underway 

. and that the first ~atch of seventeen who were formerly in prison · 
· .. _. _. .. . have now left the country and thar<a is e1ery reason to believe that 

· this process will continue. 

Geneva, 28 ~pril. 1969 

• 
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WORLD com;cIL OF C'd1JRCHES 

MIDDL~ EAST 

Statement adopted by the Central Committee meeting at Heraklion, 
Crete, 15-26 August, 1967 

The deep conflict which for over twenty years has divided the Middle East 
and troubled the whole world a.nd which this year has broken out in new and 
bitter fighting, must be of profound concern to all Christians. The countries 
involved in it have been the birthplace of some of the earliest developed 
human civilizations and of three of the world's greatest religions, Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim. ' 

The present crisis has developed in part because the rest of the world 
has been insensitive to the fears of people in the Middle East; the fears of 
the people of the Arab nations because of the dynamism and possible expansion 
of Israel, and the fears of the people of Israel who have escaped from· 
persecution on other continents only to be threatened, at least by word, with 
expulsion from their new home. 

We recognise the urgency of seeki!lG creative solutions to this , problem 
lest the acceptance of a cease-fire without a just political settlement 
result in a fait accompl~ which can only increase antagonism and encourage 
preparation for the next attempt at a solution by armed- force. 

Since the beginning of the present crisis the World Cou'ncil of Chiirches 
has called for a peaceful and just sol ution. After the outbreak of war, it 
urged a speedy cessation of hostilities and insisted that both the peoples 
directly involved in the conflict and the great powers were responsible for 
the establishment of a just and durable peace. 

We believe there are strong spiritual and moral forces that exist below 
the surface and can be released to end the cycle of enmity and suspicion. The 
situation now emphasises the necessity and pre sen is an opportunity to move . 
towards a brighter future for all people concen1ed. We do not consider it our 
task to enter into all the details of a political settlement. We do hold, 

··however, that the followi?lB' elements are essential to any peace founded upon 
justice and recognition of the equality of all peoples in the region.· . 

(1) No nation should be allowed to keep or annexe the territory of another. 
by armed fo,roe. This applies to the present situation. lfationai 
boundaries should rest upon international agreements freely reached 
between or accepted by the people directly concerned. 

(2) Effective international guarantees should be given for the political 
independence arrl territorial integrity of all nations in the area, 
including both Israel and the Arap nations. 

(;) There can be neither reconciliation nor significant development in the 
area unless, in the general settlement, a proper and permanent solution 
is found to the problem of the Arab refugees, both old anJ new. We 
therefore urge: 
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a.) that all persons ·who have bea~1 displaced in recent months shoUld 
be permitted to exercise their right to return to their foD'~er places 
of residence. In the case of those from the West Bank of the Jordan 
this will involve action: 

i) to extend substantially the period for application to return, and 

ii) to provide a form of application that carries no political 
.. . . -; .~ . :, · implications •. :·. ·' . . 

. .. 
,, · . : . . · ·We are glad to learn that on bcith these points some p17ogress has been 

· made. 

b) that the United Hations should be inc:reasingl,y involved in the · short 
and long-term aspects of the problem of all displaced :i:ersons. The 
exparuiing :services of UNRWA are essential and urgently need the generous 
~upport of .all governments. The World Council should continue in its 

.-: ·· search for a satisfactory solution .to the. whole refugee problem. The 
current operations of th~ ... chlU'ches and the. Near East Council of' Churches 

· · .' · ~.hQuld. be reinforced. ·: :· · · ·.: . . 

·(4) Ih. the meantime until a just and peaceful settlement is reached, we are 
particularly concerned about the religious aspect of the situation. In 

··a :region where communities of th~e relig ions met and lived together fo.r . 
, long centuries, full religious. freedom rirust be assured to all persons .· · 
and cormnunities. · The continued presence and witness of these faitps and 

. their respective communities must be guaranteed by international agreement 
". including free aoces s to the holy ,. places in a . land of unique importance 

for every one of them, ·· · · 

(5) · While the needs of national security in each case must be a4equately m~t, 
: a new amament race must be avoided by the. agreed limitation of national 

armaments to the lowest level consistent with a balanced security in the 
·.·. area· • 

. '(6) . The great powers have played a role in shaping t he .. political and economic 
·· . structure of the Middle .East. For .this reas.on and because peace in this 

.most . sensitive and central area affects t he peace of . the world, these 
nations must be prepaJ;ed t9 co- operat e wit h leadership in the .Middle East 
and in the stabilisation of the region and refrain fron selfishly 
pursui ng their own political, economic and commercial interests. 

· .(7) The legitimate hope of all the people of the Middle East for development 
should be encouraged based upon the talents and resources of all the 

' nations involved, .This assumes international and financial support by 
all possible sources including the commitment al ready made by the United 
Nations and its Specialized .Agencies •. 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Central Committee 
Canterbury, EnglanG 

August 12 - 23, 1969 

STATEMENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST 

The Central Committee of the WorL:'. Council of Churche:s reviewing 
the situation in the MidJle East in the light of the resolution of the 
Uppsala Assanbly and later events in the area, not~s with de~p concern 
the constant deterioration of the situation anJ the increasing threat 
of an explosion which coul~ affect the peoce of the world, adopts as its 
own the principles which the former Central Committee of the World 
Council of churches set forth in its stat~ment on th~ Middle East at 
Beraklion in August, 1967. 

1. Recognises that no lnsting peace is possible without respecting the 
legitimat~ rights of th~ Palestinian ana Jewish people presently 
living in the areaand without offectiv~ international guarantee for 
the political inuependence and territorial integrity of all nations 
in the area, including Israel; 

2. · Recognises th·.t· the gr~~t powers have special responsibility for 
creating the political climate an2 the ext~rnal circumstances in 
which peaca cun be restored on the basis of the implementation of 
the U.N. Security Council Resolution of 22 November 1967; 

3. Believes that, in sufporting the establishment of the State of · · 
Israel without protecting the rights of Pnlestinians, injustice has 
been ~one to Palestinian Arabs by the great powers, which should be 
redressed; 

4. Re-affirms that the World Council of Churches should continue to 
fulfill its res~onsibility to serve the needs of all refugees, an~ 
requests it to inclui..1€;! in this concern Loth Arabs and Jews and the 
basic idea of legitimate fr~e movem~nt; 

5. Welcomes the plans to conv~ne in Cyprus in September next a 
consultation on "Th£: Middle East Refugee Programme" and prays that 
our churches will have a renewed sense of the continuing anc 
increasing tragedy of the Palestinian refugees and other cisplaced 
perscns, and of the imperative obligations of the churches to 
minister to their needs and su~port their basic deman~ for justice; 

6. States again its concern that basic internati,onally recognls€d bllIBn 
rights be observed for all people and urges the General Secretary of 
the United Nations to intensify his actions bowards this enc; 

7. Suggests that the subject of biblical interpretation be stutlieJ in 
ord~r to avoid the misuse of the Bible in support of partisan 
political views and to clarify the bearing of faith upon critical 
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8. Recommends that s e rious consideration be given by the appropriate 
department of the World Council of Churches to initiating 
discussions with Christians, J ews and Mos lems as to the guardianship 
of the Holy Places, the status of Jerusalem and the people of 
the city. 

* * * * * 

CCIA/21/69 
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COMMISSION OF ' THE .CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

M I D D L E E A S T C R I S I S 

. Text o'f a letter communicated by the Director of the C, C.I.A. to 
s·eeretary .. General U Thant 1 Monday 5th June, 1~67~ 

-· 

.. 

"At this moment when intensified military· conflict in the Midd:l.e 
East awakens deep· anxiety everywhere, I write to assure you of our 
prayers that action by the. United Nations may yet avert catastrophe~ 
We were grateful for your efforts to ease the situation by consultations 
in Cairo and elsewhere and we appreciated the wisdom of your proposal 
for a breathing spell to allow diplomacy to attempt· a resolution of 
the A~ab-Iaraeli dispute, 

"As matter,s have now developed it seems imperative that the 
Seeurity Council should take more forthright aotion in oalling for 
an immediate cease-fire. 

. 110\u' Commission has supported the operations of the: United Nations 
Emergen"Y Faroe over the Y.ears and on this baokg:round, I feel confident, 
w~uld support the promp~ establishment of an effective United Nations 
.presenoe iri the area. The General Secretary of the World Counoil of 
. Churohea, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, in an address at the opening of 
Paoem in Terri~ II in Geneva 011 28 May, 1967, stated in relation to 
the Middle East crieis1 

"'I can only reiterate what I have said about the indispensability 
of the United Nations and add that it should be a United Nations 

. n ·th enlarged peace-keeping "'wera which should override national 
soverei~tiee and conflicting interests to . the end that peaoe may 
be patiently but finally established. ' . 

"You will understand, .Mr. Secretary-General, why I take the liberty 
o't promptly oommunicat_?-ng the t~xt of this letter to the governments' 
d~reotly concerned and to members of the Seourity Council." · 

Text of a le~ter from the Director of the C.C.I.A. transmitted by hand to 
all major parties to the conflict and members of the Security Council• 

"ln faee of critical developments in the Middle East , permit me to 
make available to you a letter which I, in my oapacity as Direotor of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, have addressed 
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. We continue to hope 
that reason may prevail in the exercise of restraint and in the effort 
.to aohieve· the gTeateat possible justice through peaceful means. 11• 

Geneva, 6th June, 1967 
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~1b/17-67 
7th June, 1967 FOR RELEASE WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 16:00 CET 

W.C.C. OFFICERS BACK SECURITY COUNCIL'S 
CALL FOR CEASE-FIRE IN MIDDLE EAST 

(Geneva) - Support for the U.N. Security Council 1 s efforts to bring about a cease

fire in the Middle East is contained in a statement issued today by officers of the 

World Council of Churches' Central Committee. 

In a message addressed to the 223 member churches of the ll .C .c. and released to the 

press, the Council's officers also urge that the four Great Powers act as mediators 

and "proponents of restraint . ii 

Full text of the officers' statement follows: 

"As officers of the World Council of Churches we express our anxiety and deep concern 
at the new outbreak of hostilities in the Middle East. 

';We urge support of the United Nations action in order that a prompt and equitable 
cease-fire under international supervision may be effective. The role of the four 
Great Powers as mediators and proponents of restraint should at this moment be used 
to the maximum, whether within or outside the Security Council. 

"The human hardship and suffering resulting from the present conflict and from the 
long unresolved tensions in the Middle East, and particularly the fate of refugees 
of various nationalities in the area are ever in our mind and prayers. 

''We therefore urge our member churches to make the strongest representation to their 
governments to do all in their power to bring about a cessation of hostilities and 
to lay the foundations of a just and durable peace. We also ask that they should 
especially remember in their prayers churches in the area of conflict and all those 
who are suffering as a result of hostilities." 

(Signed) Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, N.Y. 
Chainnan, Central Committee 

Dr. J .R. Chandran, Bangalo~a, India 
Vice Chairman 

Dr. Ernest A. ~ayne, London. England 
Vice Chairman 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Geneva 
r..enern 1 ~i:>l'r"'t-~ ..... 

" 



. :.:·, .· . . 

RESOLUTION ON rUDDLE EAST 

~dopted by .the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
Uppsala, Sweden, 4 - 19 July, 1968 

i: We are deeply concerned that the menace of the situation in the 
Middle East shows no present sign of abating. The resolutions 
of the United Nations have not been implemented, the territorial 
integrity of the nations involved is not respected, . occupation 
continues, no settlement is in sight a11d a new armament race is 
being mountedo 

In ·these circumstances we reaffirm the stateraent of the Heraklion . 
Central Committee in August 1967, and make the following points 
based upon it: 

Ca) The independence, territorial integrity and securi.ty of all 
nations in the area must be guaranteed. Annexation by force 
must not be condoned. 

(b) The World Council of Churches must continue to joint with all 
who search for a solution of the refugee and displaced person 
problems. 

(c) . Full' religious freedom and access to holy places must continue . 
to be guaranteed to the communities of all three historic 
religions preferably by international agreement. 

(d) National armaments should be limited to the lowest level 
consistent with national sccurityo 

(e) The great world powers must refrain from pursuing their own 
exclusive interests in the area. 

2. The forthco~ing report of the Special Representative of the 
United Nations Secretary General is urgently awaited, and the 
Assembly earnestly hope s that it may ope n the way to a settlement. 

3. It is the speci al° responsibility of the World Council of Churches 
and its member churches to discGrn the ways in which religious 
factors affect the situation. 
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-~_DMM 155 IQ!{ Of THE CHURCHES ·oJi.J_~ TERNAT IONAL AFFAIRS 

Statement adopted by the Executive Committee 

Geneva,. 

7th August, 1967 • 

. The deep conflict whicW for over ·twenty yenrs has divided 
the Middle East and troubled the whole world ond which · this ye~r has 
broken out in new and bitter fighting, must be of profound concern 
to all Christiansi The countries involved in it hnve been the 
birthplnce of some of the earliest ~eveloped hurn~n civilizations and 
of three of the world's greatest religions, Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim. 

Since the b~ginning of the present crisis th~ W.C.C~ has ~alled · 
· .. for a peaceful and just solution. After the outbreak of war,. it 

urged a speedy cess·ation of . hostilities and insisted ·that both- 'the 
peoples directly involved in the conf:lic::t and the _greC3t pio_wers wers 

·responsible for the establishment of 6 just end dur~bla ~eoce. 

In view of the vast accumulation of human n~ed and s~ffaring, 
of destruction and frustration, and . o~ .fears for the future) wear~ 
con~inc~d th~t only a· fundamental chan~e ~f mind on the pnrt of all 
concerned and a release of new and strong spirituul and mor~l forces 
can end the cycle of enmjty nnd suspicion. These forces, we ·believe, 
exist below the surface: the problem is to have them · liber~tecl and · 
set. to work on the spiri tu.ul- and material · regenerc:itio.n of the whole 
region. 

One result of the events of this· year has been to render the 
situation in the Middle E~st so fluid that there is in view, perhaps 
for the first time, a m~jor dppo~tunity to reshape a brighter future 

~ for all peoples concerned. At this time we do not consider it our 
t~sk to enter into nll .the details of a politic~l settlement. We do 
hold, however, that the following elements ~re essenti~l io ~ny 
peace founded upon justice ond recognition of · the equulity of all 
peoples in the. region. 

. l. Effective ihternational guarantees should be given for the 
· politic~! independence and territorial integrity of all natiorys in 

"t:h::? .. ~rea. · 

. ·. 2~.". Territorial changes: or related politic al rnec:isures in· the area 
.... ·.should rest upon intern"a.~d.on ;:il ag~eements freely :ro~ched. b._ofa11een o.r 

pccepted .by the peoples directly ~on~orna~, 
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· ~. There · can be neither reconcili3tion nor. sig~ific~nt ~econstruction · 
·in ~he area .unl~ss, in th~ geheral settlement, 6 proper ond pcrmnnent 

-. solution is found ·to the problem of the Arnb refugbes, both old and 
new~ We therefore urge: 

a) That all persons who have been disploced in recent m6nt~s, 
especially those from the West Bank of the Jordan, ~hould be 
allowed to return to their former places of residence as soon 
as possible. In our view this will involve an agreement by 
the occupying power: · 

i} to extend substwntially the period for application 
to return, and 

ii) to provide o form of application that carries no 
politic al implications •. 

" We are glad to learn that on bath ~hese pointa same progress 
· has be en mndo. 

' .. . 

· b) That the United Nations should be incre3singly involved in 
both the short-term and long-term aspects of this problem. With 
.regard to the short-term aspects, we emph a sise th~t the continuing 
:and expanding services of UNRWA as a purely humanitarian 
organisation are essential. The tendency of majbr contributin~ 
governments, even before the present crisis, ta reduce their 
contributions to the UNRWA budget was ularming; nnd failure at 
this time to meet the whole budget of the agency would be 
disastrous. We believe th3t th~ refugees must not be ~bandoned 
by the international community befor~ a · ~roper ~elution . has been 
found. 

4. We are particularly concerned about · the religious aspe~~s of . the 
total situation. In a region where · communities of three religions . met · 
ond lived together for long centuries, full religious frceclorn must be 
assured to all pezsons and communities. Th~ continued presence and 
~itness of these faiths and their respective communities must be 
g~aranteed, including freci access ta the holy places i~ a land of 
unique importnnce for every one of them . 

. \ 

s. Whil~ the needs of national s~curity in eoch case must be 
adequntely met, ~ new armament race must be ~voided by the agreed 
lirnitntion of nationeil ·(lrmc:imcnts to tho lowest level consistent with a 
b~lnnced security in the aran. 

6. : The Great Powers and the Eutopean nqtia~s hove playod 3 great 
~ole in shaping the political, economic and cultural fate of the 
Hiddle East. for this reason and because peace in this mast sensitive 
and central ~reo ~ffects the pe~ce of the world~ the powers and nations . 
~ost b~ prepared to co-oper~tc in the st ~ bilisntian ~nd r~construction 

·· of' the region by· not eX'plo·i ting· .their .PCJli tic.:l end commcrci::r 
.interests and, by lending ocan.::imic and technicnl ~ssistc:ince to .its 
development. 
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In mentioning these points, we feel bound to stress th~t 
political nrrnngements Dn~ economic contributions cnnnot by themselves 
secure pc~ce unr! justice. This can only spring from 3 sincere chnnge 
of heGrt nnd mine! in the peoples of the region. The basic conditions 
for a better future are not merely the co-existence but th2 active 
and fruitful co-opor~tion of nll these peoples. 

Hosting firmly on the rack of reconciliGtion betweon ~un and 
God, and man and man, in Jesus Christ, we lock forward confidently 
to the time of creative nnd joyful roconcili0tion bctwe8n IsrGeli 
and Arab, and between Jew, Christi~n nnd Muslim, which nll men of 
good-will shoulcl help to hasten, on th~ b2sis of complete mutual 
respect and equQlity, so th2t the Nenr E~st, in perfect dignity for 
nll itG peoples, shall once agnin m1ko its uniqu8 contribution to 
the pe,cc ~nd civilisation of the world. 
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Geneva, January 30, 19700 

To Dr. Joachim Prinz 
. Rabbi Henry Si ~ 'Jman ../'" 

'6erhart M. Riegner . 

. l 

1.; I am enc.losing here'.·:ith thE.: 6;'tativ e ,'\ g~ nd £1) fo r thE.' 
me-eti"n.s. with · the World Council of ChurchEs <::s :.t has o e: ~n com
municated to me by .Mr. Clement Barbey, As si s t Dnt t o Dr. Carson 
Bl a k e • . Please share this doc u rr. en t with a 11 tho e e who v.• i 11 
patticipate in the Gen e va meeting • 

. , · 

2. ·r had a lo~g conversation with Mr. Bar~ey at the be-
ginning of the vJeek,...;'in whjc h we discussed s o n;e of the d etails 
of the arrangements for the me e tin g. Th e followi ng 5s worth- ~ · 

while mentioning : 

a) Dr. Blake will unfortunately not be able to be wit~ 
us on the firs± dayJas he has an i mportant pr~vio u s eaga gement ' 
in:'· Germany • . He ~'lilJ~ho1r1ever be with us on the second and thi!;d _ 
day • .. \-Je cannot complain about this as it 1,.,1as on our requ es t 
that the ·meeting was sdvanced by one day. One o f hi s a ss istants 
will take the chair Lthe first day. . . 

;.· 

. ·· b) Under the i{em "Development and Rac e ", the people 
· of the 'NCC wi·ll '·aslcus· qt.Jest ions about our position and the 

position of thec;>ouIB A ftican Jewish communi t_t> '-" i th regard to 
tHe problem pf Apartheidd 

c) Under the i~em "Loo king toward the Future", a number 
of aspects have been combined : 

i . Und~r the first sub-item, we should di s c uss our 
plans t>Jith ;'~gard to future meetin g s and this refers both to th ..:. 
ho1ding of the next g~l Consultation in fall (dat e and sub
ject) and to the small6r meetings with the wee l ead ershi p ·which 
l\l e WOU ld lik 8 to . arr<:fTTg~ ·:i:ri-:tfre- -future-. - -

ii. Und~r · th~ ·sub.;. it em ~-f-9_t_h_c--- r--F-a_i_· t-0 the 

wee wishes to discuss with us their plans of co-operation with 
other religions. The piojected meet' ~the WCC with reRre- · 
·sentatives of I ·lari1 and Buddhisr in eiru ill come up. They · 
~re awa~e of our critici~m both with re gard to the exclus ion of 
Jud~is~ f~om this meeting and with.regard to the place of the·~
meetin g. They consider ' ·i't is their rig ht to hold meetin gs \.Ji th . 
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I 
a selected group of religions. There s~ems to be, however, 
considerable criticism inside th€ wee as to the choice of the 
plac e. r 

iii. Under the s u b-i tern "Relati ans with the Roman 
Catholic Church", the activities of "Sodapax " will certainly 
come up. 

iv. Item 4} 
raise the problem of the 
in the Arab countries. 

was included in cas~ we would like to 
Jewish community in Soviet Russia~ - ~ 

v. I was also informed that under the general ite~·: 

!
''Looking toward the Future" we should bring up the problem of · 

~ 
our relationship with the Orthodox Churches (i.ri_-5.c_v._i..eLRu_~ia, et:a) 
They have not put this as•a special point on the Agenda because 
of the susceptibilities of the Orthodox people, but i t is under
stood that the ~atter will be raised. 

d) During the first 1 t day, we will meet mainly •ii th _ 
the people of the staff of the wee, but may be that one or the " 
other Commission Chairman wil l be present. I was especially 
assured fhat the Chairman of the Commission on International 
Affairs, Professor UJ:i;ich Scheuner, willa,,t..,,t....,e~n~a-.--------. 

For the rest of the meeting, which means on February 12 
in the afternoon and February ~; 3 in .the morning, a numb er of 
Church leaders have been invited to join. I do not ho~e th e 
full list and it is not yet clear who is accepting the invitati6n 
but I have been informed that the list includes the followi ng ·: 

Mr. M. M. Thomas (India), Chairman of th e Executive and 
Central Committees of the WC C 

Dr. John Coventry~ Srnith (U.S.A.) 
Metropolit M~liton (Istanbul) 
Prof . J.M. Loch~an (C.5.R.) 
Rev . Dr. Jacque~ Ro~sel ( Switz e r land) Member of the 

Central Com~~ttee 
General T. Simatupang {Indonesia )_ 
Rt.Rev. D.S. Tomkins (U.K;T--BTshop ~f r;~i-~t~l.:), 
Pastor Jac ques Maury (Fr ance ). 

I U'hderstand they have also invited MP.troµolit Njkodim _ 
of th8Russ ian Churc h , but they have been informPd t hut he cannot 
comr: two days earl ier to attend our meeting (jt is obvious that 
he has not received the author isa tion). 

e) It is foreseen that a ll participants will hav2 
lunch toge ther at the headquarters of t he WCC. Arrang e ments 
v1i11 be made with the Kosher Res tau r ant G'a 1 i l to th i :..:: r:~ ff e c t • 
Ther e is also the possibility that on Feb ruary 12 in the eveninJ 
0e will have dinner together. 
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AGENDA FOR THE MEETIN-S AT THE ECUi'·'.iBNICAf .. CENTRE 

OF 1·m~ WORLD cpm~CIL OF CHIURCHE~')I STl'J!'F i~Ei'lB~RS 

AND CHURCH LEADERS .WITH WORLD JI::WISH LEADERS 

.. 

. -~}~·°tL•p.~·· 

. ·¥~~\:i!:V :, 
. :>:;.~-: rj-~ . 
:~:;}f~rt . 

.· ~~~- ~·:· 1· .. 

tr,,. --~ ·: . 
A - World Council of Churches'participation Staff 

"February llth. 

a.m. 09.00 - 12.30 

~ ·.• .,, .. -. :-v .... :l,. ;: 
rf'. r.~ .. ·-: -: ·. 
w;)>·.,; .... 
iy:.-:, .).• "·}~ 

f:&ti 
~ < •• "t 
~t •, ' ; ' • ir. 

t~~~>i; ... . ·, 
~~::;·~~':.:~: ~ - , • , 

1-~~f~' , 

12.00 

p.m. 02.00 03.30 

04.00 ~ 06.00 

.February 12th. 

a.m. 09. 30 .. 12 . 30 

. . . 
. ~ r 

12 . 30 
\• . ·• .. . =- , ,..r. 't"• 

Lunch 

-~ 

Lurich 

.: .. .. k .. 

~~·~~=s~~~k o~/~~~l~ms related <t~!fr:~ 
Commission of the Church on In- r:·-, l ·· 

~~~:m~:!~n :~~ :i~~:~~~~~~ch Aid. ~l~Cl :i 
..... : •· ,, .. , , ... ·-;.: .. ··: 1 

id. 

Development - Race 

"Looking toward the Futurea 

1) plans for other meetings 
2) Men of other Faiths 
3) relations with the Roman 

Catholic Church 
4) Human High ts and problems 

of Minorities 
5) other matters. 

:,:?;·:r'1 
'" .,T f 

'· ... -

I
I . ._: ·<·~,_. -_:·. ~-1"· B - World Council of Churches' participation 

. ,,:·~.-.:·-r J 
.: :f~:x·~·~:: ~ · i 

Staff and Church Leaders .:,:t',t·/ · \ . ;·:·:\_ .. /~ ~1 
t~· ~ '; ·' :. ';"' .\"" , .. r ~ - ~~-/=( :i 

' .. 
. •:- ; . 

. .. 

p.m. 

.. 
¢ 

The discussions engaged with the Staff will be 
pur~µed with Church Leaders . 

02.00 - 03.30 

~ 

'I'ea 

04.00 - 06.00 ,, 

. 07. 30 Diner 

. . 

Commission of the Church on In
ternational Affairs . 
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January 30, 1970 

TO: Members of Geneva Delegation 
FYI, committee on Relations with World Council 

of Churches 

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman 

Enclosed please find a summary of the January 23 meeting 
of the Sub-cornrni ttee ·planning the G_eneva Agenda. 

In regard to the composition of the delegation, Gerhart 
Riegner is inviting Chief Rabbi Kaplan of France and 
Chief Rabbi Jacobowitz of England .. The name of Rabbi 
Gaon has also been suggested as an alternative to Rabbi 
Jacobowitz. we are still awaiting word regarding Uri 
Tal from Israel. 

This is to remind you that the U. S. members of the 
delegation are to meet for a briefing: 

Date: Thursday_,_February 5 
Time: 1:00 p.m. (a sandwich 
Place: Synagogue council of 

235 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y: 

lunch will be served) 
America 

Would you also please note that there will be a final 
briefing in Geneva on Tuesday, February 10. It will 
be the only occasion when we will be able to meet with 
members of the delegations from other countries in ad-

• vance of the wee consultation. 

I am also enclosing a final draft of the proposed 
memorandum to Msgr. Rijk incorporating the latest 
changes suggested by our agencies. 

Warmest regards. 
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Summary of Meeting of Special Sub-Committee 
of the Cormnittee of Relations with 

the World Council of Churches 

January 23, 1970 

In attendance were Rabbis Balfour Brickner, Arthur Hertzberg, Joachim 

Prinz, James Rudin, and Henry Siegman. Also Zvi Caspi and Jacob Aviad of 

the Israel Consulate. 

It was agreed that it would be helpful if we were supplied with 

factual background papers on ~ive major areas: 1) the two- and four-

power talks, 2) Arab refugees,, 3) the administration of the occupied areas, 

4) Israel's development efforts in the "third world," and S) the claims for a 

Palestinian nationalism. We agreed that members of the delegation would 

meet for lunch Thur~day, February 5 through the afternoon to discuss the 

; Geneva agenda and to be briefed by.members of the Israeli delegation to 

the United Nations, particularly on the subject of third world involvement. 

It was further agreed that the U. s. delegates to the Geneva consultation 

would meet in Geneva with the Jewish delegates from other countries one day 

prior to the consultation, that is, on Tuesday, February 10. Ambassador 

Kidrom in Geneva, and Rava Areli, who is apparently extremely knowledgeable 

about the third world problems, will participate in that briefing. 
. ' 

In a discussion of who would participate in the U. S. delegation, it was 

agreed that the participants should include Rabbi Joachim Prinz for World 

Jewish Congress, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg for Synagogue Council, Rabbi Henry 

Siegman for Synagogue Council, Rabbi Balfour Brickner for UAHC, Rabbi Wolfe 

Kelm.an for the RA, and hopefully Rabbi Israel Klavan for the RCA and Rabbi 
il' 

Marc Tannenbaum for the American Jewish Connnittee. 

B'nai B'rith-ADL representatives had raised some questions about their 

participation in our committee at the last meeting. Dr. ~enjamin Epstein 

.... , 
'.:. ~ : ; 
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' was to have attended this meeting but called to say he could not make it. 

With regard to additional Jewish part:i.'cipation, these would probably 

include Dr. Gerhart Riegner for the World Jewish Congress, Dr. Z. Schuster 

for .. American Jewish Committee, either Chief Rabbi Kaplan of France or Prof. 

Neher (I subsequently learned from Dr. Riegner that Neher was invited but 

was unable to attend, and he is now exploring the possibility of Kaplan's 

attendance). For England, the names of Rabbi Isaac Levy, presently 

associated with the Jewish National Fund, and William Frankel of the London 

Jewish Chronicle were suggested, Also Rabbi Rosen from Romania, and Abe 

Munk, presently in the United States, to represent Latin America. The names 

of Professors Urbach and Katz of the Hebrew University were suggested for 

Israel. 

(In a subsequent conversation .with Riegner, he expressed the feeling 

that neither Urbach nor Katz have the proper background for participation 

in a working session with the World Council of Churches. He suggested 

instead that we invite Uri Tal of Israel, a man with considerable experience 

in interreligious relations.) 

It was reported that American Jewish Committee had proposed that we call 

our connnittee the ''Jewish Consultative Committee for Interreligious Affairs . 11 

American Jewish Committee also proposed that there be a rotating secretariat 

in three or four places, including the U. S., Rome, Geneva, and Latin 

America. It was agreed that these suggestions be explor,ed following the 

Geneva consultation. 

With regard to the question of B'nai B'rith-ADL participation, it was 

pointed out that that organization seems to object to a permanent structure 

and would rather see the entire enterprise on a completely ad hoc basis. It 

was agreed that this is not possible since the relationsh~p of Synagogue 

Council and World Jewish Congress is an established one and not ad hoc. Rabbi 
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' Rudin indicated, on behalf of American Jewish Connnitt~e, that his agency 

is interested in working out a relationship with this committee also on 

a permanent rather than an ad hoc basis. We will therefore inform B'nai 

B'rith-ADL that we would welcome their participation with the understanding 

that they are dealing with an established str-Ucture. If they choose, they 

may wish to consider their own participation in the Geneva consultation as 

being of an ad hoc character. 

It was agreed that our objective, in tenns of our relationships with 

+ • 
the World Council of Churches, would be on-going consultation, on a small, 

working-party level, between a Jewish Secretariat comprised of three or 

four people, and a peer group in the World Council of Churches, to 'meet 

1 three or four times a yeqr. In addition, there would be a larger annual 

plenum whose agenda would be prepared by the smaller Secretariat. The 
:' 

implication of such a structured, on-going relationship is that neither 

community should take any major action affecting the interests of the other 

3 

without first discussing such action in advance with the other party through 

these newly established structures. 

Rabbi James Rudin volunteered to prepare brief summaries for edch of 

the major agenda items a) of the issues involved and b) of specific 

policy recommendations we wish to advance. He hoped to have this available 

by this coming Monday. 
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Geneva, September 15, 1969. 

CONFID:Ef TIAL 
' 

To Rabbi Henry Siegman 

From Gerhart M. Riegner 

Re World Council of Churches' Statement on the Middle East 

Following my memo of September 4, I wish to report that I had last 
week a long conversation with Dr. Elfan Rees, the Seor'3tary of the Com
mission of the Churches on International Affairs of the WCC. Present at 
the conversation was also Mr. ~-op.oJ,d_o_ ~uan Niilus, the new Director of 
the New York Office of.the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs·~ who succeeded Dr. Frederic.k Nolde in this position. 

·The conversation was entirely devoted to an exchange of views on 
the meaning of the statement on the Middle ~ast adopted at the recent 
meeting of the Central Committee of the WCC in Canterbury. 

I conveyed to Dr. Rees the disappointment felt in many Jewish 
circles about the contents of the statement and the discouragement which 
ma.ny may feel with regard to the usefulness of our Consultations. I 
stated that I did not share that view and was on the contrary of the 
opinion that the situation called for even more intense confrontations on 
all levels, notably on the national level. I would, however, be grateful 
if he would give me his interpretation of the statement and would also 
inform me of what had. happened in Canterbury during the discussions. r · 
shall summarize some of the main points of Dr. Ree a' reply. 

1. Dr. Rees started by saying that the situation had been quite 
well interpreted by Rev. Simpson in his recent statement to the "Jewish 
Chronicle 11 • There had been very violent Arab pressure, but there had 
been nevertheless an effort towards arriving at a balanced statement. 
The Arab pressure had made itself felt already in the preliminary meeting 
of the Commission of the Churches on Intern~tional Affairs which had taken 
place in March and to whose deliberations be had referred when reporting 
to us during the Consultation at the end of May. 

There were only 4 or 5 representatives of the Middle Eastern 
Churches on the Central Committee which consisted of 120 persons, but 
t~ese few had been very vocal and combative. One should also not forget 
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that there was a considerable amount of sympathy for them on the part of 
the delegates from Eastezn Europe. Reas added, however, that the Eastern 
European support had been much more outspoken at the preliminary meeting 
in March than during the meeting in ~anterbury . Actually, during the 
discussions on the Middle East situation in Canterbury, none of the 
Eastern ·iuropean delegates (including M:etropoli t Nicodem) had opened 
hie · mouth. 

2. Dr. Rees analyzed in detail the various points of the state-
ment and said that Points l. and 3. had to he read together. 

a) As to point 1, he stressed th~t it wa3 indeed t he first time 
that they had in any of' their 1·esolutions spoken abou t " the political 
indep~ndence and territorial integrity of all nations in the area, in
cluding Israel". The wo1·ds "including Isr·ael" had been inserted. clearly 
in order to force the Arabs to accept that idea expresGly. He considered 
this as important. 

b) He emphasized that point 3 d id not declare that the State of 
Israel had done an injustice to the Palestinian Arabs , but referred to 
the injustice done to the Palestinian A.rabs by the gr·ea.t l)owers ("in sup
porting the establishment of the State without protecting the rights of 
the Palestinians"). When I tried to argue that the :point 3 was, from a 
historical point of view as a whole nonsensical and exp],ained the real 
development of events as they had happened after the partition decision, 
Dr. Rees remarked that one of the American representatives had argued in 
the sa~e way in the discussion of Canterbury, but had been then immediate
ly interrupted by Bishop S~nuel, the spokesman of the Middle ~astern 
churches, who stated that the Arabs would not accept point 1 . unless 
point 3 was maintained and the.v would av.en oppose the whole statement. 

It became clear that the Committee had accepted point 3 as a 
compromise under Arab pressure, obviously in order to obtain some agree
ment at all. 

c) Dr. Rees underlined the imp~rtance of the reference in 
point 4 to the needs of all refugees and of the specific mentioning of 
both Arabs and Jews in this connecti on. The reference t o the Jews was 
meant to cover their efforts to help the Jews in Iraq, Syria and Egypt 
and the mention of "the basic idea of legitimate free movement" had been 
inserted with an unequivocal reference to that situation. 

-~ 

d) Dr. Rees also commented on point 7 which asks "to avoid the 
misuse of the Bible in support of partisan political views". He mentioned 
that the original formulation of this clause had been even wider to cover 
the mi suse of the Koran, threats of holy war, etc. It had been felt later 
that they should not comment on non-Christian documents and therefore the 
point had been limited to the misuse of the Bible. I understood that the 
main intention had been to prevent the misuse of the New •rest<.1.rnent for 
political purposes, al though this point can of cour !.;e ei.lso be understood 
to be directed against the Jews and their us'e of the Bible. (Generally 
speaking, however, when a Christian document speaks of the Bible, it usual
ly means the New Testament.) 

.. .. 

·, 
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e) We had a long discussion on the signifiuance of point 8, VJhich 
spaaks of initiating discussions with 0hristians, Jews and Moslems "as to 
the guar·dianship of the Holy Places, th,e st::i.tus of .Jerusalem and the 
people of the city". I asked Dr. Rees whether this formula ti on and the 
inclusion of the words 11 the status of Jerusalem" was a departure from 
the previous stand taken by the WC(.;. I reminded him of his s.tate:nent at 
our Consultation in May, in which he had str· ~ssed th.1.t the conuern of the 
WCC was limited to the f,'1'\lardianship of the Holy :i:>laces :.md. the well being 
of the people of Jerusalem, and that the political status of the city was 
a poli tieal question which was of no concern to them. Dr. Rees first 
denied that there was a fundamental departure from their previous stand. 
He reminded me that already in the ueclaration adopted at their meeting 
in Heraklion two years ago, they had refused to recognise territorial 
changes brought about by military conquast and this had been a clear re
ference to the status of the old city of Jerusalem.. I argued that there 
was a considerable difference between these formulas. 

I feel personally that though point 8 speaks only of 11ini tiating 
discussions" on these various problems and does not speak in any way of 
"internationalisation of Jerusalem", the formula is apt to be int0r:.;reted 
by various people in vari ous ways and it s;3ems to imply that it does not 
exclude a discussion r.~ internationalisation . 

Dr . Rees stressed in this connection that the declaration had 
been adopted before the El-Aqsah Mosque fire~ The formula had therefore 
nothing to do with the exciterne:'lt v1hich has occurred afterwards. He 
added that he regretted that h;r:.:..el had not accepted the idea of an inter
nat_ional inquiry comrnission. He could not understand why this line was 
taken in this case as obviously Israel had no responsibility whatsoever 
for that fire and had such excellent cards in her hands. 

3. Dr. Rees told me that the WCC had received a number of letters 
of protest in connection with the stateme:t1t on the Middle East. These 
protests originated mainly from individuals . There had, however, been 
al so, between the meeting of the Co:a.mi ssion of the ·t;hurche s on In terna
tional Affairs and the Canterbury meeting, a letter from the Chairman of 
the American Jewish Com~i ttee (not a telegram as I was told in another 
conversation). This had met with considerable resentment in their own 
c ircles as it was considered as an outside interference and Dr. Blake had 
sent a rather sharp reply . 

They were unwilling to reply to all the individual letters but 
he was preparing a ste.tement which would explain their attitude and Vlhich 
would be sent to all those who had m·itten to them. 1 suggeote:l that this 
expla.na toxy note should also be sent by him to all those who had taken 
part in the Consultation in May. He agreed and suggested that this should 
be done by the joint secretaries of the Consultation. 

4. In this connecticn he said that he had done his best in Canter
bury ''to hold our brief", but he was the servant of the Central Committee 
and there were certain limits to his action .. He could not criticize its 
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decisions publicly even if on some points he did not share entirely the 
views w~lch were expre3sed in these decisions. He confirmed in this con
nection that the new Central Corruni ttee h.:i.tl shown a tendency towards 
greater independence than its predecessor. There were also certain limits 
to what he - Dr. Rees - could l)Ut in writing. He suggested, however, in 
view of the fact that he would be in New York in the second half of 
October, in connection with the UN General Assembly, to meet with the 
American participants of the Consultation and have a fra~k discussion with 
them on the Canterbury decisions. I mentio:1ed that I would also be in 
New York at the hme and. could be prc::;ent at such a meeting. He was de
lighted about this pros;ect and asked me definitely to aJ'l';..i.nge for such a 
meeting to ta.ke place in New York in the last week of Oe;tober. Dr. Niilus 
also expressed the desire to par·ticipate i!:'l this m~eting .:....s he v:ould also 
be in New York at the time. 

I believe this is an excellent idea and appropriate arr::ngements 
should be made to hold this meeting at the end of 0Gtober. 

5. I raised with Dr. Rees 
played in the di scussiot:s on the 
that Scheuner had been 1nentioned 

also the role Professor Scheuner had 
Middle Easte~n questic~. I told him 
in soinc press reports and this had made 

a very bad impression on some Jewish circlco who were aware that 
Scheuner' s behaviour during the National-.::ocialist period had not bec~'l 

beyond reproach. Rees said that Professor Scheuner was at present th'3 
Chairman of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs but 
had not taken any part at all in the debate on the Miud1e Eastern situa
tion. Ile had only reported to the l.Jentral IJornrnittee the dec isions of th-:: 
Commission and the views which were repo2·tetl were not his ov.rn but those 
of the Commission. In general, Dr. Reci.; r.orifirwed my impre:;;sion that the 
German delegates on the ventral Committ0e were usually taking a very po
sitive attitude in all questions regarding the Je·-us or Israel. He also 
remarked that at the Canterbury meetin.g one of the German delegates had 
spoken on these lines. 

6. Finally, Dr. Rees told me that a co~ference called by the WCC 
on the f1.rab refugee problem would take pla0e in Nicosia at the end of 
September, and he hoped that in view of the fa.ct that the political dis
cussion had taken place in Canterbury, this confer·3nce would not deal with 
the political issues but with practical problems of aid and assistance to 
the Arab refugees. 

He also told me that he had written a letter to Ambassador 
Comay commenting on :vie Canterbury decisions and announcing his intention 
to go to Israel after the Conference of Nicosia, i.e. in the beginning of 
October. He expressed the hope that this visit would be welcome and that 
he would have an opportunity of continuine hi;; di::wussions with high 
Israeli officials at this occasion. 
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SYNAGO.G .. UE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
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MEMORANDUM 

January 9, 1970 

FROM: Rabbl.' -Henry Siegman 

. ' ~ . . 
TO: . · Interagency.- committee re: Israel and the . 

. ·"Christian commun~ty 

Under separate cover you h~ve received a. notice for 
the next meeting of the committee which is to ~ake 
place.; 

DATE: Thursdqy, January; 15, 1970 
~ ~ 

TI .M.E : 3 : 0 0 P • M • 

PLACE: Synagogue council of America 
235 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. (corner 27th Street) 

I wish t ·o - inform '. you that I have asked three of our 
colleagues ·on our Committee to assume the following 
responsib.j. li ties: ,, 

1) 

2) 

3) 

Rabbi Solomon Bernards of ADL to make an 
inventory of Jewis,h organization programs 
~irected . at Christian newspapers, periodicals 
and other Church meqia. 

·Rabbi Balfour Brickner of UAHC to .make an 
inventory of programs on the local level, 

4 · such as cler9y seminars, institutes in 
collaboration with seminaries, etc. 

· Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the American Jewish 
corrunittee to make. an inventory of relations 
.with national° denominational a,nd ecumenical 
bodies. 

" ... 

. .. ··' ... . . ' \ • . ~~, 
·:..:· .:~~ , .. 
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On the basis of their findings, Rabbis Bernards, Brickner 
and Tanenbaum will submit their own assessments of weak
nesses and strengths in each of these areas, and their 
recommendations for the guidance of our committee. 

I am informing you of this development in the hope that you 
will see to it that your agency will cooperate fully with 
Sol Bernards, Balfour Brickner and Marc Tanenbaum when they 
contact you in connection with the assignments they have 
undertaken. 

It will, of course, take some time to complete these reports. 
I hope however that we will be able to receive interim re
ports when we meet next Thursday. 

Kindest regards. · 

:'. 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Marc: 

january 5, 1970 

At the last meeting of the Interagency Conunittee that is 
dealing with the problem of Arab propaganda in the Churches, 
it was suggested (I think you were the one who made the 
suggestion) that we compile an inventory of contacts and 
programs that the participating agencies have (1) in local 
conmrunities and with local . institutions, (2) with national 
denominational bodies and ecumenical agencies • 

I would like to ask you to undertake such ·an inventory in 
the second category on behalf of the Interagency Committee. 
I would hope that you will be able to include not only the 
contacts and programs that exist, but also the areas that 
presently go uncovered, e. g. annual conventions, . denomina
tional commissions dealing with the Middle East with which 
we have no contacts, etc. Such a report, along with your own 
recommendations as to what can and should be done to fill 
unmet needs, would constitute a basic working document for 
the Committee . 

I trust this is something you will agree to undertake, and 
that you will be able to submit at least an interim report 
the next time the Committee meets. 

Many thanks and best wishes. 

yours, 

HS/jv 

---: · .... : \::r;_--.-- ~- -.. ~--~--- ,·~ .T \~ ,,.-........ , --- ·- -• '.w--,- r- --. ---..,..... -· ---- :····· ·.~- · ~· - •~:--·-----· - '•lfl'_- -_~ : - ~-~'°'~------~--
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October 2, 1969 

PRl!llDENT TO : Consul Yakov Aviad 
Minister Avraham Avidar 
Mr. Julius Berman 

Rabbi Israel Klavan 
Mr. Morris Laub RAHi JACOB PHILIP RUDIN 

\fT VICl!:·PREBIDENT 

RABBI SOLOMON J. SHARFMAN 

2HO VICE·PA..£SID£NT 

RABBI IRVING LEHRMAN 

NATIONAL SECRETARY 

HON. HERBERT TENZER 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

ROBERT L. ADLER 

,·/ TRllA&URER 

MEYa H. ROBINSON FROM: 

Rabbi Solomon Bernards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg 
Mr. Philip Jacobson 
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman 

·Rabbi Henry Siegman 

Dr. Joseph Lichten 
Rabbi A. James Rudin 
Dr. Avraham Saltes 
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld 
Dr. Seymour Siegel 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

o:w:unytt v1c11:-P.R.l!tll~ENT SUBJECT: 
RABBI HENRY SIEGMAN 

October 9th All-Day Conference 

NATIONAL APVISOAY COUNCIL 

HONORARY CtlAIRMAN 
HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG 

CHAIRIO.N 

JACK A. GOl.DFAllB 

_., 
C0H9TITU!HT ORGAN1'Z.AT10HS 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

RAllBtNICAL COUNCIL Of AMERICA 

UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

UNION Of ORTliODOX JEWISH 

CONGREGATIONS - OF AMERICA 

UNITEO SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

Following up earlier memoranda on the subject, this will con-
firm arrangements for an all-day conference on Thursday, . 
October 9th, to be devoted to an assessment of our respective 
approaches and programs in interpreting Israel to the Chris
tian· cormnunity. 

The conference will be held in the T.I. Building - Room 301, 
Jewish Theological Seminary, 3080 Broadway, New York City. 
We will begin promptly at 10: 00 a.m., and conclude at 4:30 p.m. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, and Rabbi 
Solomon Bernards have agreed to serve on a conunittee that 
will arrange the agenda for the day's consultations. 

. You will recall that we had decided on this consultation 
because we agreed to the need _for a number o~ hours of un
interruptel study of the diffi~ult problems we face in this 
work. I trust, therefore, that you will. plan to spend that 
entire period with us, without' interruptions. 

If there are one or more individuals whose participation in 
this consultation in your judgement would.be beneficial, 
please call me so that we can extend an invitation to them. 

Kindest regards. 

HS/gp 

.. -.lj:·· .. 
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To Rabbi Henry Stegman 
. I . . 

Babb:I. !a:Denbaum, . Dr. Licht~ l=ab=· b=i~· =Bemards==· =-=~· -------.Copy for information of . 

Subject __ ..,-Oct __ ob_e_r_,9~''---1969"'--"'-'Me-'---'ellig_.__- ~--:-=---,-,----'---'----------"--------

' 
A~ is the '1'\lit of our ~! Okay! 
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Outline for Me~~ing on 

. . ISRAEL AND THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNl'l'r 

· October 9, 1969 

lO:OO a.m. What is the Image of Israel in the. Christian Camnunity? 

. . Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum· to start. 

A) Prior assumptions -
Christian. ignorance 

B )' Changed assumptions -

From neutrality to negativism. 

. · .. 

Distinction between national and local 
Distinction·between· organizational and local 

camnon man attitudes 

c) How programs reflected earlier assumptions and reflect now :: 
changed assumptions. · 

Discussion 

12:15 p.m. Lunch 

. . · 

'· 

What Do We Need? .... 

Dr. Joe Lichten and Rabbi .sol Bernards to initiate. : 

· A) . Use .ot new techniques -
Mass media 
women's groups 

Etc. 

· B) · ·New audiences -

Youth, Christian and Jew, ·and their attitudes 
toward Israel/Middle East · 

C) New Initiatives: Political ana~sis
0

of' the American 
community -- Christian and Jewish 

D) Pr<>bl.em ·of American Council for Judaism and its impact on · 
Christian bodies. · 

.. : . 

.. 

.· 
(continued) 

; . 

. . ~ . 

. . , 

~- . . . 

[.~~ .. .' 
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Out~ne far October 91 · 1969 meeti.Dg 

. ·'· 

III. What Shall We Do? 

Rabbi Brickner to initiate. 

A) . Bring rabbis together. 

· B) Work with seminaries 

C) Work with radical youth 

D) 

. E) 

Offer assistance to. local cannnn1ties 

Use mass media. · ..: ... ·.· 

IV. How? -

Page 2 

.. . 
. . 

A) Relating indivi®al arganizationa to over-all effort and goal. 

October 31 1969 . '· · 

. ' .. 

.·.· 

Prepred and submitted by: 
. 

- -- - ~ - Ra.bbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Dr. Joseph Licbten 

. . . l ... 

. _. 

r- . 

. . ... .. ,..,. 
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September 12 , 1969 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

Rc:ibbi Solomon Bernards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg 
Philip Jacobson 
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman 
Rabbi Israel Klavan 

Rabbi Henry Siegman 

Morris Laub 
Dr. Josep h Lichten 
Dr. Abraham Saltes 
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld 
Dr. Seymour Siegel j 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

SUBJ ECT: October 9th All- Duy Conf erence 

This is to inform you that at the meeting of the 
corrunittee that was held on September 9th, it was 
agreed that we devote an entire day - preferably 
at a hotel , removed from telephones and other dis
tractions - to assess our respective approaches 
and programs in i nterpre t ing Israe l t o the Christian 
community. 

This will confirm that such an all-day conference 
will be held on Th~~' 05t~er ~ I hope to 
be able to send you an agenda and the l ocation of 
the meeting next week . 

In the meantime , kindly clear the date on your calen
dar , and plcuse let me know the names of i ndividuals 
who you feel should be invited to join us at this 

Kind regards . 

IIS/gp / 
-~11 · 

£),<r~ 
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October 27, 1969 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman 

TO: Synagogue council of America committee 
on Relations with World· council of 
Churches and the Vatican 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Dr. Eugene Carson .Blake 

On Tuesday morning, October 21, a delegation 
of Synagogue council of America and world Jewish 

· congress representatives met with Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake at the U.S. office of the World 
council of churches. The meeting resulted 
from a conversation I had with Dr. Eugene L. 
Smith, Executive Secretary of the New York 
office of the World council of Churches • 

The following attended the meeting: ~abbi 
Solomon J. Sharfman, President, Synagogue 
Council of America: Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, 
Chairman of the Committee on Relations with 
World council of Churches and the Vatican: 
Dr. Joachim Prinz and Dr. Gerhart Riegner 
of the World Jewish congress, and I. For 
the u.s. conference of World Council of 
Churches, in addition to Dr. Blake and Dr. 
Smith were Dr. Robert Dodds {of the National 
Council of churches) and Rev. Charles Lutz, 
an associate of Dr. Smith. 

Dr. Prinz opened the meeting and expressed 
our concern abou~ r.ecent developments within 
the world council of Churches re: the Middle 
East, particularly the August meeting in 
Canterbury and the more recent consultation 
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.. . in Cyprus. These developments seem to suggest a trend 
that we find disturbing. At the same time, he.....conmended 
Dr. Bl.ake.- for his courageous rematks at the.-c-yprus meet
ing. Dr. Prinz indicated that _ in light of these and 
other concerns~ · ·the annual ·Jewish-Christian consultation 
that takes place in Geneva· ·is -entirely inadequate for the 
flow of information and communication that should take 
place on a year-round basis. What is indicated is a 
more structured relationship that will 1enable us to 
consult with one another during the course of the year 
as these issues arise . 

Dr. Blake pointed to the growing strength of the Ortho
dox churches within the World Council of Churches in 
explanation of .some of the recent developments to which 
we referred. He stressed, however, ·that the Cyprus 
consultation, which was attended largely by Arab churches, 
and which adopted a resolution calling on the World 
council of Churches to assume a political role in 
support of the Arab refugees,. had no binding force 
of the World Council of Churches. He said that should 
this recommendation be presented publicly, at the u.N. 
or elsewhere, as a policy of the World council of churches, 
WCC offici_als (and particularly Dr. Elfan Rees) have 
been officially instructed to deny such allegations. 

Dr. Blake expressed strong objections to the role some 
Israelis have played at the conferences of the World 
Council of Churches. He said that they come with press 
credentials but in fact serve as lobbyists who inject 
themselves improperly into the internal affairs of his 
organization. He made it clear that. this is something 
he would no longer permit. 

Rabbi Hertzberg picked up on this point ~nd suggested 
that these activities, as well as cables that are sent 
by various Jewish organizations to influence wee de
cisions (and with which wee officials have expressed 
annoyance), are the result of our having failed to 
establish a satisfactory relationship. He observed 
"we have been mee'ting as if we were carrying on an 
illicit affair in back rooms of international motels. 11 

It would be far more desirable if we developed a 
structure for official, ongoing consultation so 
that matters of con~ern to the Jewish community 
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can be fully discussed before they are taken up by 
the World council of Churches, with the confidence 
that our positions are well known and understood. 

Rabbi Hertzberg also reiterated our concern that 
the Protestant Churches seem increasingly to see 
themselves as propagandists for the Arab cause. 

Or. Blake replied affirmatively to the issue of 
ongoing relations and pointed out that the prob
lem for the wee has always been one of finding 
an appropriate parallel Jewish international 
structure to relate to. He referred to the first 
consultation with World Jewish congress, to which 
officials of the NCC objected strenuously on the 
grounds that the SCA had not been involved. He 
was pleased, therefore, with the new relation
ship that was established between SCA and the 
World Jewish Congress, for this now solves the 
issue of "relationships" for the wee. He indi
cated that he and his associatewculd meet with 
Dr. Riegner in Geneva to work out the structure 
for an .ongoing consultative relationship that will 
enable the Jewish and Protestant communities to 
discuss significant issues during the course of 
the year. 

He also informed us that he is in the process of 
reconunending a complete restructuring of the wee. 
The new structure, to be implemented in 1972, will 
hopefully reflect the understanding of the wee that 
a Connnittee on Relations with the Jews cannot be 
located in its missionary division. 

HS: me 
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REPOR~ ON CONSULTATION BETWEEN WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND REPRESENTA
TIVES OF WORLD JEWISH BODIES .. HELD AT THE ECU?•.iENICAL CENTER OF THE 

--WCC, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, FEBRUARY 11 - 13, 1970 

. . . 
A three-day consultation between officers and key staff of the World 
Council of Churches and a delega.tion of representatives of world Jew
ish bodies was held at the WCC headquarters in Geneva from February 
11·13o Dr. Eug~ne Carson Blake, wee General Secretary, was chairman 
of the consultation. Dr. Joachim Prinz of the World Jewish Congress, 
was chairman of the Jewish delegation, completing his two years of 
service in this pos·~tion. The Jewish delegation designated as their 
spokesmen Dro ShmarY,p.u Talmon, Professor of the Bible, Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem, and Rabbi Marc Ho Tanenbaum, National Interreligious Affairs 
Director of The American Jewish Committee. 
on ~~·dll'e - -~~ . 
This consultation was the most significant and far reaching, in my judg
ment, of · the three·. that have. b~en convened thus ·far, and for the follow
ing reasons: 

1) This marked the first time that the World Council and . representative 
Jewish bodies met on an official basis. The official character of the 
consultation was underscored by the fact that invitations were extended · 

:___~-- ·by the head of the WCC, Dr o Blake, to Jewish representatives, and al.so 
-----.:.. -by the fact that the consultation was held at the wee headquarters in 

.:--.-.:....~~rtev.a .. In addition, there was a ready agreement on the part of the 
/ wcc- o-fficials to issue a joint communique at the close of the consulta

___..,., tion for issuance to the general and religious press, . as we11 ·as through· 
the official Ecumenical Press Service • 

. The .significance of · this development is that it ·-lifts the relation
ship bet\veen the wee and representatives of the world Jewish community 

__ :_ on to a new level of public and formal relationships. The previous t\,10 

-corisultations were convened on an informal level and were held in hotel 
rooms in Geneva, giving the impression that there was some embarrassment 
and need for withholding information about the meeting of -world 
Protestantism and world J ewryo There was no publicity attending the 
prior two consultations and there was no report of any kind in the 
Ecumenical Press Service. 

In March 1969 the wee held a meeting with ? ·group of Muslim repre
sentatives near Geneva. · Althought th;at consultation was regarded as 
unofficial, it was reported by the WCC in its press media. The time 
had come for the wee and the Jewish community to cease acting as though 
they were carrying on an illicit relationship in the bedrooms of inter
national motels~ (As.one Jewish delegate put it). T~e willingness 
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__ .Jdt.h which llr. Blake, the officers and staff of -the--WC~eed to -go 
public and honest in their relationships with the Jewish community was 
an encouraging sign to the Jewish delegation. and indicated that the 
possibility of creative new relationship between Christians and Jews 
was now developing. 

--.. 

2) The seriousne!:8with which the Jewish commtmity has begun to view 
its relationship with the wee and its 242 member denominations is re
flected in the fact that representatives of Jewish organizations, both 
religious and communal, undertook to organize a new instrument that 
would enable them to relate on .a cooperative basis with the wee. The 
instrument is still being formed and its ·working title for the moment 
is "The World Jewish Cons'-1-ltative Committee for Interreligious Affairs." 
At present this consultative committee consists of the American Jewish 
Committee, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, the Synagogue 
Council of America and its constituent Orthodox,. Conservative; Reform 
and rabbinic and congregational bodies, .and the Wo~ld Jewish Congress, 
which daims memberships in some 52 countri·es. This coordinating body, 
operating on an ad hoc and somewhat exploratory. basis, arranged for 
the agreement with the wee on a common agenda for the consultation 
and also agreed on the delegates from various countries. Among the 
countries-from which Jewish representatives came were Grea~Britain, 
France, Germany, Israel, Switzerland and the United States of America. 

While the organization of this consultative committee has proven 
~· to be useful for the_purposes of organizing_these pa~t thr~e__consulta

tions with the wee, its present status and future development are far 
from clear and for the following reasons: / 

(a) ' During a meeting of the Jewish delegation in Geneva, represen
tatives from various European countries, and especially from Israel 
and the United States, were deeply disturbed by~ the presumption of the 
World Je1;·Jish Congress and others to seek to 11organize11

- Jewish communi
ties around the world without adequate consultation with the appropriate 
representative bodies in. these communities. For example, a representa-

tive from Israel said that he resented that the HCC undertook either 
to represent Israel or unilaterally to designate an Israeli representa
ti. ve without prior consultation \iith at least such groups as the Israel 
Interfaith .Committee or the Academic Interfaith Rainbow Group, not to 
speak of representative non-political Israeli bodieso An American 
representative indicated that the two major Jewish communities in the 
world today reside in Israel and the United States of Ame~ica and they 
should provide the primary foci for the organization of any truly . 
representative worldwide Jewish body. Representatives of the Chief. 
Rabbinate of the UnLted Kingdom and of France were also disturbed over 

-
· .. x , 
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a move toward establishing such a worldwide body .without their chief 
~abbis and Jewish lay leadership having ·an opportunity to deliberate 
and make their o~m decisions as to their official participationo 
There was also a question raised regarding adequate representatio~ 
from Eastern European countries as well as from Latin America and 
from some Jewish comm.unities in· ·Asia and Africa. There are major Jew- · 
ish institutions, namely, for example, in Latin America that are not 
member bodies of the World Jewish · Congress. · 

While the debate was vigorous and feelings were strong about these 
issues, there was common consent that such a world Jewish con.sultative 
body on interreligious affairs was essential, but that if it is to be 
effective its internal relationships must be worked out in a respon
sible way and that any effort at manipulation or gerrymandering for · 
institutional purposes i;·10uld prove counter productive to the cause of 
Israel and the Jewish people. For those reasons the report in The New 
York Times of February 14, 1970 in which the World Jei:~1ish Congress 
took institutional credit for "organizing the ·Jewish delegation" and 
made no mention of the fact that the Jewish consultative body had in 
fact been responsible for organizing this consultation was viewed with 
great resentment on the part of the majority of the.members of the 
Jewish delegation. The distress of the Jei;·1ish representatives was 
deepened by the fact· that WJC representatives joined with other Jewish 
agency representatives in a special committee, together with wee 
designated representatives, to draft a joint communique for issuance 
to the press. The Je\·1ish representatives, including . Drs. Prinz and 

. . Riegne;, agreed on exact language, especial;ly with reference to the 
- - identification. of the member agencies of the Jewish community. The 

.· ~~ory that the WJC gave · to the New York Times violated the agreement, 

. both in spirit and in language, what the Jewish delegation had agreed 
upon. 

Representatives of U.S. Jewish bodies .are £!1eeting this week to 
work out a formula that will put an end to this :institutional triumphal
ism. In addition, the practice of the W~C to designate only ~ts . 
representatives to the follow-up committee left a bad impression on the 
other Je~·Jish delegates o The Jewish delegates from the non HJC agencies 
have c·onsulted ove.:- the i:-Jeekend and have determined that the Jewish 
Steering Gominittee l·1hich will meet t\·1ice a year with WCC representa
tives to plan further joint programing will include on its . five member 
steering committee representatives fromron UJC agencies who have sub
stantial programing in Jewish-€hristian relations in the United States 
and abroado Should the rel.a tionship with the WJC not work out, the 
Jewish agencies with the most substantial experience and investment . 
in Jewish-Cl).ristian programing will move to create their own structure 
to relate effectively and responsibly to the wee and the Vatican. How-

_ever, every effort will be made to work out first a viable relationship 
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with the WJC before other alternatives are developed. 
- ------- .~ .. ----· 

3) 
. . . 

THE. wee-JEWISH CONSULTATION 

-11te most important insight that emerged out of this consultation, 
for this observer, was that the Jewish community is now engaged in 
two separate dialogues with the World Council of Churches. The first 
dialogue involves _Jews in depth relationships with Western Christians, 
especially European Christians, whose relationship · to the Jewish 
people, Judaism, and the people and state of Israel is decisively 
shaped by theexperience of both Christians and Jews with the Nazi 
holocaust. Both the alienation and the reconciliation cannot be 
understood apart from that reality which dom~nated every aspect of 
Western Christian and Je\·Jish relationships at Geneva~ The second 
level. of dialogue - · and this is altogether new for the majority of 

. __ the Jewish . representatb.ies - took place ~-Jith .Christian leaders from 
the Third World - African and Asian countries. The primary preoccupa
tions of ·the Asian and African Christians are with their own problems, 
namely, development, race relations, liberation movements, nation 
building. In that perspective Jewish-Christi.~~ ._relat;ions a~e not a 

-- centrar concern, and the Nazi holocaust ·appears to be of little more . 
· -------.consequence than a footnote in Western history textbooks. The tendency 
_-:-----~og · m.ost of the Asian and African Christians at the opening of this 

-......; ·- · .. 
constilta.tion was to view the state of Israel as a cre·ation of nineteenth 

- _,/ 
- century European _nationalism, ·with the implicit. _j_udgment that this .was · 

~eactionary or bad nationalism in contrast to Third World nationalism 
which they perceive as progressive or good nationalism, indeed, the 
wave of the future. 

---
One~f the most important intellectual and emotional perceptions 

'that began to take shape at this consultation was the assertion by 
Prof. Talman and myself that Israel must be preserved as part and parcel 
of third world movements of national self-determination ·and nation 

. . buildin3. Both of us made the point -that (a) Israel's population 
."' is presently close to 60 percent Oriental and that given the higher rate 

--: . - of population growth among Oriental Jews Israel will become by the· end 
of the decade a predorairiately Oriental and Asiatic country indigenous 
to the third world; (b) despite its preoccupation with military 
defense and phys_ical. survival, Israel ·has· carried out a development . 
and technical assistance program in 65 countries of Asia and Africa and 
Latin Amer.ica. · Some 11,000- black Africans and colored Asians . have been· 
trained in Israel since 194S in technical assistance, development, and 

·---~ - - .-----
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nation building skills; (c) Israel stands .at the crossroads of the 
Western world and.the third world and its eA"Perience as ari Asian 
nation appropriating Western tec;hnological skills has the deepest 
implications as a model for third world nations; (d) the emerging ·· 
dominance of Oriental Jewry is already .having far reaching implica
tions for the religious, cultural, and intellectual life of Israel 
which ·contributes toward a deepening affinity for Asian and African 
culture. 

This detailed discussion in terms of reconceptualizing Israel as part 
and parcel of the third world seemed to come as much as a novelty if 
not revelation to some of the Jewish representatives as it quite 
clearly did to many of the Western Christians and certainly did to the 
Asian and African Christians. The latter had perceived Israel over
whelmingly in terms of its Western originso Indications of hoH this 
discussio.n led to shi:fts in perspective on the part of Asian ·and African 
Christians of the WCC ~·1ere seen in two episodes. During the discussion 
of the WCC Canterbury resolution of August 1969 and the Cyprus declara
tion of September 29-0ctober 1969, adopted by the Near East Council of 
Churches,Dr. M. M. Thomas of India, chairman of the··wcc Executive 
Comrllittee,expressed very strong feelings against the "religious 
nation,alism" of Israel. He described at length and with much feeling 
his opposition to Hindu nationalism and his struggle against Islamic 
nationalism in India. He said that he has given his life to building 
a · secular national state in India. In the debat1e that follm·1ed Je\·1ish 

_:-- ·_ - · representatives acknowledged the complexity ol the Jewish identity 

--
- P!oblem in Israel but indicated that heretofore Christians who had 

taken strongly critical positions against . the relationship of religion 
to nation-state in Israel appear to do so selectively because at no 
time \·1ere similar concerns e~~pressed regarding the 14 Islamic states 
surrounding Israel in which the constitutions establish Islam as the 
o1;ficial state religion. This question grm-Js o-ut o~ the special 
histori~s and semitic cultures of the Mi ddle East and ~hile t~ demands 
of the twentieth century_ may well require transformations along Western 
models of ·democratic, pluralist societies, those expectations should be 
expressed appropriately in relation to the total situation in the 
Middle East and not selectively and on a double standard 't·Jith regard to 
Israel alone. Incidentally, the frankness of that discussion led to 
an acknowledgment on the part of Dr. Thomas that he needed more first 
hand· information about the situation in Israel. When Prof. Talman 
publicly extended to him an invitation to visit Israel as the guest of 
the Hebrew University, Dr. Thomas spontaneously accepted to visit 
Israel. 

.· 
. _;.·.-· 
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- · -- Atiotber- cruCia1.- illustration of this shift --o~-to.athird worla -
orientation and its profound implications for Jews and Judaism was 
reflected in a discussion of a report by Dro Stanley Samartha, also of 
India~ As Associate Director of. the Department on Studies in Mission 
and Evangelism Dr. Samartha is 111 charge of organizing a consultation 
in March 1970 in Beirut, Lebanon·, on the theme "The WCC in Dialogue 
with Men of Living Faithso" The consultation will involve 40 men and 
women who represent the faiths of Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
·rslam. There will be no representatives of Judaism. Prior to this 
consultation I wrote to Dro Blake expressing my consternation at such a 

·-development. He replied that he expected Dro Samartha to explain this 
matter at this consultationo Dro Samartha, who is a very impressive 
Professor of Philosophy and Comparative Religion, made a very skillful 
presentation in which he sought to mollify the obvious Jewish pique. .f· 

In suin, his explanation as to why Judaism and the Jews were to be 
omitted from the March consultation was that the WCe has carried on a 

- - separate dialogue with-the Jewish people and that there was a special 
.... ..--relationship with Judaism. He also sought to assure ,the Jewish repre-

r. _ _,_, .- · sentatives that political issues were not to be raised at this confer-

'"''":'--- __ 

ence, even though several Middle Eas~ Muslims have been invited to 
--take part. ___ / 

I 

In rif'f intervention, I suggested that carried to its logical consequences, 
this development could lead the Wee to institutionalized Marcionis~ 
(a second century heresy that urged the early church .to repudiate its 

-ties-with·-Judai.sm-and the Old Testament). In addlti.-on; · I pointed but, : - -. 
this Beirut consultation holds the possibility of developing, perh~ps 
for the firs: time, the ·basis of a theology of world pluralism and in 

. f 

such an intellectual and religious effort it is simply inconceivable 
that the potential contribution of Judaism should be ignored. Hhat 
made this omission of Judaism from this dialogue with living faiths 
of even greater importance was that the Beirut consultation is intended 
•to inaugurate a long rangei>rocess of the. wee with the world's major ' 
living £Bxxnx religious communities. The f:.1arch consultation is to be 
followed by a conference in May of Christian theologians to evaluate 
the implications of Beirut. In January 1971 the Centr~l Committee of , 
the WCC will meet in Addis Ababa at which time the proposals for dialogue· 
with the world's major religions will be. acted on officially by the 
highest_ governing body of the wee. 

In light o.f the s~rong concerns reflected by the Jewish delegates, Dro 
Lukas Vischer-of Switzerland~ Director of the Secretariat of the 
Commissio~ on F~ith and Order, responded by supporting Dr. Samartha 

---.~-----------
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on the argument that the -WCC seeks a special' relationship with Judaism. 
-He.. made clear _that~ planned consultation with .the_WQ~ld Jewish Con--~~
sulta~ive Committee on Interreligious Affairs in the Fall of 1970 
should be planned in such a way that its substance and recommendations 
Siould also be fed into the conference planning of the Addis Ababa 
meeting. Dr. Vischer said that he regarded the Fall conference with 
the Jewish community as important for Addis Ababa as the dialogue with 
other living faiths. 

In addition, Dr. Vischer indicated that together with others he was 
not too satisfied with the present status of the Committee on the 
Church and the Jewish People which continues to operate in the WCC 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism. While Jewish delegates e~~

pressed great satisfaction with the designation of Dr. J. M. Snoek of 
Holland (for 15 years a minis~er in Tiberias, Israel, who speaks fluent 
Hebrew), they share a desire to see that committee relocateP. in a new 
context that would free it ·from its evangelism setting, perhaps as a 
special-committee relating directly to the wee general -secretary. It 
is also important that this committee be given some pov1er to wield in 
the i-ICC, especially since the emergence of Arab Christians and Eastern 

__ OrthOciox Churches have become increasingly pervasive influences hostile 
· --:-:- _to Israel and negatively oriented to other Jewish interests. 

' . 
--~· - . __ . 

- / <-- -=--. ----~-- . 
_./ 

- - -- · 
Another illustration of third world implications for world Jewry emerged 
during a discussion on South Africa. Canon Burgess Carr of Liberia, 
co-secretary for Africa of the Division of Interchurch Aid, Refugee and 
World Service, made a series of sharp charges agairist ·Israel and the 

____ Jewish people that appeared to be little else but an incorporation into 
~lie third world- rhetoric of anti-Semitic themes that have been nurtured 

across the centuries in the Christian Westo Carr , who took Biblical 
and Hebraic studies-at Harvard, made the following attack: (a) Israel 
is supplying military aid to ?outh Africa; (b) JeloJS are supporting 
apartheid in South Africa for their commercia 1 interests; (c) Jei:·:s like 
Oppenheimer and Rothschild control the international monetary sy s tem 

·-:-. and thereby manipulate the fate of black Africans in South Africa and 
·· ... · ·. elsewhere to their manifest disadvantage. After reacting with shocl.: 

at both the subs~ance and the rhetoric of the charges, Dr. Joachim 
Prinz of the WJC asked Canon Carr for his evidence. He -replied that he 
had none on hand, but that the Institute on Race Relations in South 
Africa was the source of his· information. Dr. Riegner indicated that 

.Oppenheimer was not a Jew. although he was born of Jewish antecedents. 
Both. Riegner a~ci -Talmon said that there ~·1as no knowledge at all regard-



.,_:,.
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ing Israel's military aid to South Africa, which was quite ·unlikely 
in light of Israel's own urgent military needs. Other Jews noted that 
both Jews in Africa and in the United States had been in the forefront 

·-·.of the struggle against apartheid. · Finally, Talmon made clear that 
Israel had voted against South Africa on several occasions in the 
United Nations, while being mindful that this could enda~ger the secur
ity and wellbeing of the Jewish community in South Africa. Several 
WCC leaders, including Dr. Blake, indicated that it was important that 
Canon Carr obtain accurate information about that situation. 

THE MIDDLE EAST: CANTERBURY AND CYPRUS 
. ) 

. . 

At ·least half of the conference time was devoted to a detailed discus-
sion of the text of the Canterbury resolution of August 1969 and of · 
the Cyprus document of September-October 1969. Prof. Talmon~ as a 
Biblical scholar, did a textual exege·sis of the Canterbury statement 
and I was asked to . express the views of the delegation on the Cyprus 

__ .document. The subst~nce of Dr. Talmon' s argument was: (a) The refer
. ence in paragraph one to "the Palestinian and Jewish 'people11 was ambig

µous and contributed to misunderstanding regarding the historic con• 
nections of Jews to Palestine and to Israel; (b) The reference to "the 
great powers having special responsibility'' for "the establishment of 
the state of Israel without protecting the rights· of Palestinians" to 
whom "injustice has been done ••• by the great powers which should be 
redressed.H left the impression that Israel was the result of great \ 
power contrivance rather than the creation of the United Nations, and 
also ~hat Israel is, therefore, a creature· of Western irnperialist, i . 
colonist powerso There was also a concern expressed about ambiguolts 
language that omitted specific reference to Jews in Arab countries~ 
although Dr. Elfan Rees, who framed the initial document, clearly had 
intended that reference to refer to the Jewish plight. 

Lengthy discussion took place around item sevet:l ·which ironically was 
·intended by Dr. Rees as . a criticism as much of Arabs uho . use the Bible 
for anti-Semitic purposes and to deny the legitimacy of I~rael, as it 
was intended to be a criticism of Jews. t:1ho use the Bible to ma!<:e the 
case for Israel as Hessianic fulfillment. The conclusion, of this 
discussion was that perhaps no reference should be made.to the Bible 
unless something cief inite and clear-cut could be said that would be 
helpful and reconciling rather.than alienatingo 

(c) While the Jewish dele.gates welcomed the reference ·in item eight 
to the WCC undertaking to arrange for: discussions between Christians, . 
Jews and Muslims, there was strong negative reaction to specifying as 
.the agenda for that discussion such issues as "tµe guardianship of the 

·. Jt·· 



... . 

wee Pg. 9 

Holy Places, the status of Jerusalem, and the people· of the cit.y •11 

-nr;--nilmon ·saia that in these te_rms the reunific·at:ton -o~erusa1:em 
is not open to negotiation, although he and other Israelis were pre
pared to discuss any matter t~at would improve rela:ionships between 
Jews and Arabs in Jerusalem and elsewhere. 

In my critique of the Cyprus document I made the following points, 
in summary: 

1) The Cyprus declaration of the Nea·r Ea·st Cotmcil of Churches 
is a -public confession that political and propaganda concerns hold 
higher priority among the Arab representative~ than do the humanitarian 
relief and rehabilitation concerns. This is clear from the fact that 
the document appeals first to the wee and its member agencies for 
financial support, for political action and public information, and 
assigns a much ·1ower pr:iprity for relief and rehabilitation work. ----. . 

.J--~ ·•· 2) The consultation went on record as. endorsing ".the Palestine 
.,,_,~,_.· · liberation movement." While I indicated that many Je~vs, both in Israel 

and eisewhere, recognize the emergence of a Palestine national identity 
.-{Uld believe that Israel will need to work out some/ relationship __ J1ith 

a Palestinian national body that becomes viable, it is impossible to 
tmderstand how Christian institutions and Christian leaders can endorse 
a movement whose primary expression ·thus far has been the waging o~ 
terror and murder against innocent men, uomen and children. We deplore 

· ·---the ·murder of- innocent -Arab civilians as we ask-Chasaan -leade-:r:.s---t0----
aisa·ssociate themselves from · Arab terrorist movements. The moral ?blig
ation of Christians and JeHs is to seek to de-escalate the tensions and 
depolarize political ~~tremism on all sides, and not to feed extrefuist 

·movements ·ohose present policies can only lead to further shedding of 
blood. 

In a subsequent intervention, Bishop I<. Sarkissian of Lebanon, a · 
youthful Armenian Orthodm~ bishop who is· reported to have played a 
dominant role in the Cyprus consultation, said that he too deplored 
terror but that Arabs -r;·1ere in favor of liberation for the Palestinians. 

__ 3) · I expressed serious concern regarding the public informat~on 
·program called for by the Cyprus resolution, based on the documentation 
we have ·of much of the Arab propaganda in this country and abroad , 
which has been not only .anti-Israel but in a number of cases anti
Jewish arid anti-Semitic as i:-Jell. I quoted from the articles by several 
Christian editors, ~·1ho returned from our United ·church tour, and their 
·experience with Arab Catholic, Coptic and Orthodox bishops who use the 
deicide charge as .the basis for an attack on Israel, Judaism and the 
Je·wish people. 
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---rhere ·were several-important cons.equences that resulted f.r-0m-this-- 
discussion. Dr. Blake and other wee leaders agreed on ·the following: 

. • 0 . 

(a) · In the drafting of future wee statements on the Middle East 
the UCC will seek to be more sensitive to the views expressed by the 
Jewish delega~ions on ·each of the key points raised; 

(b) An effort will be made to involve Israeli Christians who will 
serve as a counter balance to the growing influence of Arab Christians 
in tm drafting of such statements; 

(c) ·Dr. Christopher King, Director of the WCC Refugee Program, who 
is in charge of the public information programs that are to be implemented 
as a result of the Cyprus action asked if he could keep in touch with 
me relative to assuring that the propaganda program does not get out 
of. hand in promoting anti-Je~.;i ish, . anti-Semitic, "6r anti-Israel attitudes 
among Christians; · 

(d) Positive consideration was given to holding a scholarly workshop 
on the interpretation of the Bible in relation to the Middle East crisis. 

--------- ·,,--Prof •. _Talman expressed the hope that a future WCC-world Je~dsh meeting,; 
> ~"Qould be held in Jerusalemo Interest was expressed cautiously by several 
___./' WCC-per~-ons but no decision Has made (the problem of costs was referred 

to). 

·In general, my impression is that the Jewish c;lelegation communicated 
in an effectiye way on these issues and appeared to -elicit a sensitive 
and understa.nding response on the part of Dr. Blake as well as from · 

---- ._t _he_ third \·10rld Christians. The central issue is that the wee feels 
obligated to be responsive to its constituency in the :Middle East \'7hile 
at the same time being sensitive to its relationship with the Jewish 
community. It was a-greed that increased· and formal contact between the 
wee and the \·1orld Jeuish community ·was essential in order to help sus
tain such a balance in the HCC perspective on the Middle East. 

Dr. Riegner raised the problem of the World Student.Christian Federa• 
tion wh.ich has been carrying out strong anti-Israel programs. Rev. 
Rex Davis of Australia, Associate Secretary of the lICC Youth Department, 
gave a ·lengthy report on "The Calculus 10£ Radicality" of Christian 
youth which ~~as. a vagl:lE!! . justification for not only anti-Israel atti- . 
tudes but for anti-establishment attitudes genetallyo Af~er lengthy 
discussion, Dr. M. M. Thomas said ~here .\·1as need for dialogue bet·ween 

;, .. . "': 
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the WSCF and WCC Youth Department and Israeli and Jewish youth. Dr~ - --
.~almon ·said- that- hel·1elcorried contact between stuaeiits because--he 

feared a new isolationism might set in among Israeli youth if they 
do not commt.micate Hith their counterparts in the Christian community. 
Dr. Lockman of Czechoslovakia said that Czech youth were overwhelmingly 
pro-Jewish and pro-Israel.. Dr. ,- bavis in his response indicated that 

·--be had recently ~-met uith a Jewish Agency official to explore _ the setting 
up of an Israeli-wee youth dialogue. 

-· 
ROY.tAN CATIIOLIC-PROTESTANT-JEWISH RELATIONS 

WCC officials reported on their relationships with the Vatican and the 
possibility of a -Catholic Church joining the WCC. Je~·Jish representa
tives reported on t _hei:r programs and relationships with the Catholic 
community in respective national situations. The issue was raised as 
to .whether it would be helpful for the Vatican and the WCC to join to.;,._ 
gether in a common program in ~ewish-Christian . relations. The senti
ments of the Jewi.sh delegates ~!as that for the time being it is b~_tter 
to operate on parallel lines since there .are so many sensitive questions 
involved which are unique to each relationship. (Dr. Talmon reported in 

~~---passing that the Catholic bishop of Augsburg has requested Hebrew· 
University to prepare a course of Jewish studies for his priests.)_. 
Father Borovoi of the Russian Orthodox Church cautioned the Jewish dele
gates not to become over optimistic about their relationship with the 
Roman Catholics. "It is easy now to be good,, 11 said Borovoi. 

y 

- / 
~ - _/ 

Jlr. Vischer reported that the Vatican and wee are. working on a joint 
statement on proselytizing, common witness and religious liberty. Re 
suggested that it might be useful if the document could be sh~red in 
advance with the Jewish representativ_es in orde~ to have the benefit 
of their thinking. ---- _ _ _ -·---

OBERAl-11-illr~GAU-

Dr. Prinz raised the question of the Oberammergau Passion Play and 
indicated the Jewish frustration over the little pr<?gress that ha s be_en 

__ made in revision of the text. 

DEVELOPMENT AND RACE 

An extensive report was g'iven by wee officials on their program of 
development · and technical · assistance in the third world-in the next 
de-cade in co_oper·ation uith the· -Roman Cathoiic Chtirch through the in-

. ·strurre nt of SODEPAX. There 't-Jas a mixed reaction in" the Jewish de~ega-
tion tm·mrd possible .Jewish c·qoperat~on o - Dr •. Riegner felt. that it was 

- - - ---- -

-. 

.·.X 
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premature for the Jewish community to become involved. Others, in
cluding Henry Siegman, Balfour Brickner, Wolfe Kelman and I felt that 
the Jewish community had a contribution to make, especially since so 
many Jews were centrally involved in the United States government, 
and the United Nations and its auxiliary agencies in development pro
grams in the third world. In addition, Israel's involvement raised 
the question of its meaning for the world Jewish community and the 
need therefore to face cooperative Jewish enterprise now rather than 
later. 

There was a lengthy discussion of race relations and the involvement 
of Jewish leaders and institutions in the United States in pursuing 

·racial justice. There was a general positive response to the reports 
on the part of the Christian~, although it appeared that the American 
experience does not provide a basi~ for parallel activity on the inter~ 
national scene • . Again, it was felt that Israel's role may emerge as 
quite special in this field with eventual implications for the total 
Jewish community. 

The consultation closed with the presentation of a report on proposed 
follow-up, a copy of which is attached as an "Aide - Memoire11

• Also 
. attached is a list of the wee and Je"t·Jish delegations. 

--..... 

MHT:NSB 
2/17/70 

/ 
I 

------ --......:.._ __ 
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CABLE: OIKOUMENE GENEVA 
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0 tr) WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES· 

ECB/gs 

Rabbi M.arc H. Tanenbaum, 
The American Jewish Committee, 
Institute of Human Relations, 
165 East 56th Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
U.S.A. 

Dear Marc, 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

GENERAL SECRETARY: 

REV. Or. EUGENE C. BLAKE 

ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARIES : 

MR. A. DOM I NI QUE MICHELI 
PASTOR JENS J. THOMSEN 

10th October 1969 

It was good to see you at the Consultation. I am enclosing 
the report of the Consultaton on the Palestine Refugee Problem 
also .with a list of participants. You will note that this is 
no.t an -()fficial Wor l d Council statement but eer.'~ requests to tne 
world ~ouncil. '! . 

Elfan Rees will be in New York soon and others of the C.C . I.A. , 
if you wish to discuss any of this with them. 

c ordially , 

9Jsv--
Eugene C. Blake 

Encs . 

.~L 
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i· 

I 
I 
I 



' v 

-- · 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Joint Middle East Churches and 
World Council of Churches Consultation 
on Middle East Refugee Programme 
Nicosia, . Cyprus 
September 29 - October 4, 1969 
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~~Mary Aghaby Y.W.C.A. of Amman , J ordan Consultant 135 
Archbp. George Appleton Anglican Archdiocese in 

Jerusalem Delegate 321 

Rev. Edmund Arblaster Austra lian Council of 
Churches Delegate 151 

Rev. Hovannes Aharonian Armenian Evangelical Union Delegate 356 ' 
Dr.Charles Arbuthnot United Presbyterian Church 

US.A Delegate 311" 

Rev.Na'em Ateek 

Rev. Farid Audeh 

Fr.Arsen Avedikian 

Fi-·. Houssig Bagdasian 

Rev. Fuad Bahnan 

Mr. Eberhard Bartke 

Mr. J.E.A.Bazalgette 

Dr.Reginald Bennett 

Dr.Eugene C. Blake 

Mr. Jacques Blanc 

Anglican Archdi oeese in 
Jerusalem 
NECC Committee for Social 
Work, Lebanon 

Armenian Catholicossate of 
Cilicia 

Armenian Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem 

National Evangelical Church 
of Beirut 
Bread for the World, Germany 

World Council of Churches 
Refugee Programme, Beirut 

Canadian Council of Churches 

World Council of Churches9 
Geneva 

Christian Committee for 
Service, Algeria 

Delegate 

Delegate 

Delegate 

Delegate 

Delegate 
Delegate 

Staff 
Delegate 

Speaker 

Consultant 

127 

105 

410 

146 
250 

412 

151 

335 . 

108 

.. .. . 

Mr~Malcolm Blaymires Oxford Committee for Famine 
Relte:f, TJ .K. Consultant 

Delegate 
Delegate 
Delegate 

Staff 
Consultant 

356 . 
Dr. Sadeek Boktor 
Mr.John W. Bowman 
Obk.Ulrich von Bruck 
Mr.J.Richard Butler 
Mr. Virgil Claassen 

Coptic Orthodox Church 
Christian Aid, U.K. · 
Bread for the World, DDR 

NECCDRW/D ICARWS' wee 
Mennonite Central Committee 

Archirnandrite Constantine Greek Orthodox Patriar-
chate of· Jerusalem Delegate 

Bishop Najib Cuba' in Evang.elicaL Episcopal Church Co-Chairman 

Mr.Cons tantine Dabbagh 1~CCRW , Gaza Staff 
Rev. Ibrahim Dagher National Evangelical Synod 

of Syria & Lebanon Delegate 

. .• 

109 

431 
141 
405 
452 

318 
316 

351 

. 451 
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Rev. Rex Davis 

Mr. John Defrates 

Bishop Eirinaios 
Mr. Fuad Farah 

Rev • . Shafik Farah 

Mr. Puad Farradj 

Msgr. Foster 

- 2 -
·. .. . 

Organization 

WCC , Division of Ecumenical 
Action 

UNRWA, Beirut 
Church of Crete 

Greek Orthodox Diocese of 
Nazareth 

Evangelical Episcopal Church 

Greek Orthodox Diocese of 
Amman 1 

Pontifical Mission for 
Palestine · · 

Designation 

Staff 

Consultant 
Delegate 

Delegate at 
large· -

Delegate· 

Delegate at 
large 

Consultant 
Mr. George Geha Christian Committee for Service 

in Algeria · Staff· 
Fr. Gelan 

Mr. ~~mi Geraisy 

CARITAS, Jerusalem 

Greek Orthodox Diocese of 
Nazareth 

NECCDRW/D ICARWS' wee 

Consultant 

Delegate at 
large 

Staff Mr.Aaldert van Goor 
Rev. Anker Gjerding WCC, Division of World Mission 

and Evangelism Staff 

Bishop Gregorius 
Mr. Gabriel Habib 

Coptic Orthodox Church Delegate 
World .Student Christian 
Federation 

Rev. Samuel Habib . Coptic Evangelical Church 

Mr·. Sarni Habiby NECCCRW, East Jordan · · 

Msgr. Gregoire Haddad Greek Catholic Archbishopric, 
Beirut 

Mr. Sarni Halaby Greek Orthodox Diocese oi 
Amman 

Dr. J. Harry Haines United Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief 

Bishop Ignatius Hazim 

Miss Rud van Hoogevest 

Dr. Harry Howar~ 

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Antioch 

World YWCA 

American University, 
Washington D.C. 

Mr. Michael Iskandei United Nations Economic and· 

Consultant 
Delegate 

Delegate 

Consultant 
Delegate at 
large 

Delegate 

Deregate 

Consultant 

Speaker 

.· .. 

... 
\ 
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~ :.146 
34 1 

343 

204 

352 · 
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2.56 

356 
246 
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3.51 

127 
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150 

245 

241 

. . . 

354 
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304 

205 

Social Office, Beirut . _ Con~ulta~t 353 · 
Mr. Paul Issid 

Mr. Albert Isteero 
Sta,ff' 

· Near East Council of Churches Consultant 

. ·25.2· 

334 
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Mr. Paul B. Johnson 
·~~··•v (,L..,.: IA\,---.. 

Rev. Samir )Kafity 

Rev. Ake Kastlund 
Mr. George Khadder 

Fr. George Khodr 

Elias Ibrahim Khoury 

Mr. Christopher King 

Archbp.Ilyas Kurban 

Mr. Albert Laham 

Mr. Yoon Gu Lee 

Rev. Livingston Lomas 

Mr. James MacCraacken 

Mr. Adil Madanat 

Rev. Isbir Makdisi 

Miss Frances Martin 
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. Friends World Committee Co:psul tant. 

Eyangelical Episcopal Church Delegate 
Lutherhj,;:·1pen, Sweden Delegate 

Evangelical Episcopal Diocese 
of Jordan, Lebanon & Syria Delegate 

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of ~.ntioch Speaker 

International Christian 
Commit.tee, West Jordan 

World Council of Cpurches, 
DICARWS .. , 

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
.of' Antioch 

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Antioch 
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National Council of Churches, 
USA 
National Council of Churches, 
USA 
Greek Orthodox Diocese of · 
Amman 

National Evangelical Synod · of-
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Staff 
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Rev. Raymond E.Maxwell Protestant Episcopal Church, 
USA Delegate 

Staff' 
234 
456 Miss Lois Meyhoffer 

Mr. Herbert Minard 

Mr. George Mistkawi 
Mr. Andreas Mitsides 
Mr. ~eoffrey Murray 
Canon· Ishaq Musaad 

Mr. Labib Nasir 
M~- -Musa Na-sir• 

Mr . J~n ,fjrner 

wee, DICARWS 
International Christian 
Commi~tee, Israel 
NEeCCRW, Gaza 

Church of Cyprus 

wee ' D ICARWS 
Episcopal Church in Egypt 

Y!VlCA or Jerusalem(Old City) 
NECCCRW, West Bank_ Jordan 

wee , DieARWS 
Dr. $elwa Otaqui _ NECCCRW, Jerusalem 

Mr. Andreas Papavassilio Church of Cyprus 

Delegate 

Delegate 
Delegate 

305 
352 

Staff 412 
Delegate 255 

Consultant 207 

Dclcg-a-te- - - 306 

Staff 110 

,Staff 242 

Consultant 
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Miss Sheila Ray 
Mr. Tadeusz Packowski 
Dr . Elfan Rees 

Sir John Rennie 
Mr. Fayez Riad 

Mr. Halim Saba 

Profo Todor Sabev 

Mr. Shukri Saleh 
Bishop Saliba 
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Commission of the Churches on 
International Affa i rs, WCC Staff 
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Ecumenical Advisory Council 
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large 

Bulgarian Orthodox Chur~h Delegate 
NECCDRW, Eaat Jordan Staff 

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate Delegate 

Staff 
Bishop Karakin Sarkissian Armenian Catholicossate or 

· Cilicia Delegate 

Speaker 

Staff 

Prof~ Yusif Sayigh American University, Beirut 
Miss Sonia Spathopoulou 

Dr.Robbins Strong 

Mr. Sarni Suz 

Mr. John Taylor 

Dr. John Tleel 

Mr. Valdemar Torner 

Mr. Coustandi Touma 

Fr. George Tsetsis 
Miss Elizabeth Urbig 

Archhp.Vassilios 

Mr. Constantine 
Vlachopoulos 

Mr. Michel Wagner 

Mr. Tallat Younan 

Prof. Heikki Waris : 

V'lCC, -Division of World Mission 
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International Christian 
. -Committee 

WCC, Department of Commun
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Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem 
Lutheran World Federation 

International Christian 
Committee in Israel 
wee, DIC ~ws 

Delegate 

Staff 

Delegate 
Consultant 

Delegate 

Staff 
Evangelical Church in Germany Delegat.e 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem Delegate 
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MAJORITY STATEMENT OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES COMMITTEE ON 

THE CHURCH l\.ND THE JEWISH PEOPLE PASSED AT THEIR MEETING AT 

WINGSPREAD IN RACINE, WISCONSIN, ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1969 -

As a committee on the Church and the Jewish P·eople, we have 0 xamined 

the statements of the Central Committee of the World Counci 1 o f 

Churches on the crisis in the Middle East and similar statemer:ts by 

other church bodies. We feel that these frequently overlook issues 

which we know to bulk largely in the minds of many people throughout 

the world and we think it our duty to draw attention to them: -

1. The refusal by many to accept the right of existence of the ·• 

State of Israel creates a very real fear that the continued 

conflict is a struggle for survival; this fear is heightened 

by memories of the holocaust, the traumatic effects of which 

cannot be ignored. 

2. · We real.ize that part of the difficulty in understanding the 

right of the existence of the State of Israel is the failure 

to grasp the significance 6f the historical link and the 

ongoing and continuous presence of Jews in ":Palestine". 

3. If it is right, .as we affirm, that the plight of the Arab 

refugees must be taken seriously, then the reality of Jewish 

refugees from Middle Eastern countries, the plight of Jews 

who are not permitted to leave them and the Israel!.i civilian 

victims of the present conflict cannot be ignored. 

We confess that we fully share in the lack of humility with which 
.·- .... 

the churches of the West have appro~ched the problems of this area 

and that we hav~ been indifferent to the past involvement of Western 

nations in the affairs of both Jews and Arabs. However, we affirm 

that it is for the welfare of both partie~ to the conflict in the 

Middle East that no preconditions or unnegotiable issues be laid 

down by any involved which impede the way to peace. 
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·coNSULTATION ON THE PALESTINE REFUGEE PROBLEM 

Held at Nicosia, C:fprus· 

September 29 ~ October 4, 1969 

Jointly convened by the member churches of 

the World Council of Churches in the Middle 

East and the Councii's Division of Inter- Church 

. Aid, Refugee a~d Worlq Service. 
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·cOl'Q'SULTATIOH STATE:i-IEiiT lil'f.D RECOM11ENDATIONS · 

"As every man hath received the gi.ft, even 
· so minister the same one to another as good 
stewnrds ~ of the manifold grace of God. " · 

I Peter 4~10 

11.Anything that happens anywhere is t ho affair 
of ·the total congre£;atioh." S.ai nt I cm:itiua · of 

Antioch 

It is 'in . this spirit of eer.Vice and oneness that for 21 years, 
Christians of the Middle East supported by their brethren all over 
the t-rnrld have been ·carrying on a ministry of relief and rehabili
tation to the Palestinian refugees~ 

Ecumenical Conferences on the Arab refugee problems were held 
in Beirut ·in 1951 and 1956. On September 29, 1969 - a ·little more 
than two years after the '1967 war, we assembled in Cyprus for a 
third Consultation on the Palestine refugee problem and the challenge 
it presents to the Churches of the Middle East and the world. We 
are grateful to our host Church, the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, and 
to the President ·and people of Cyprus, for their hospitality. Many 
of us have come st·~aight from visits to Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, 
U.A. R. or Israel a·nd the 'Israeli-occupied lands, where we had been 
able to see the plight of the Palestinian refugees and displaced 
persons for ourselves and talk with representativ~s . of churches and 
governments in the countries we visited. The majority of deleeates 
are members of the ~fiddle Eastern churches, some of us Pale~tinians. 
The other delegates represent churches and church -.agenci~~ . in twelve 
count.ries outside the iliddle East. He are happy to ·have with us as 
consultants, representatives of ~llWA and many Church (both Catholic 
and Protestant) and non-Church Voluntary Agencies engaged in refugee 
work in the Middle East. 

The purpose of our Consultation has been: 

a) to learn for ourselves the situation of Palestine 
refugees since 1948; 

- the great aggravation of the situation by the War 
of June 1967, 

- the increased displacement of Palestinians and the 
displacement and evacua~ion of hundreds of thousands 
of other Arabs frqm their homes; 

b) to review the work ·of rehabilitation and relief which 
was · entrusted to the Near East .. Council of Churches (then 
~Tear East Christian Council) by ·-the ·,rirst Beirut -Conference 
and 'which has been carried out faithfully and efi'ectiv~.ly 
by ; the NECC and its associates through ·the recurring crises 
dr the last eighteen . years; · 

c) t o find ways for a greater involvement of the Churches 
of the Middle East in this work, and 

d) to define the pridrities called for by the present 
situation.· 
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His Beatitude the Presidcot · of Cyprus, .Archbishop Ma.~arios, 
opened our Consµlt~tion and the General Secretary of the World 
Council of· Churches 9 'Di'. Eugene Cfi:trs.on ' tiia~e. gave -- the opening 
address. We have heard reporis -. of the work ·and problems of the 
U'.N. Relief and Works Agency (u~11A) and· of t~e Palestine Refugee 
Programme of the Near· East Council of Churches; We have revi·ewed 
the statements of the World Council of Churches on the· Palestine· . 
refugee problem and especially the statemen~ of its Central Qommittee 
in Canterbury, August -1969. We have studied· the sopial and political 
dimensions of this · problem. · · · 

As we look back on the First and Second :Be±rut Conferences which-; 
had expressed their shock at· th~ plight of the refugees .from Pales.tine·, 
and .re-read -the .words of the 1951 Conference - St~tement: · · 
. · . .. ' . • · i. • . ,. ' .· .: 

. ' .: .. . " 

"More than three-quarters of a million Palestinian 
refugees have been subjected to terrible privations, . 
lasting in many cases for a period of three year~ . 
They have ·auf'fered ·grievous physical and material loa·aes, 
but their mental, moral and spiritual hurt has p~rhaps 
been ·''everi greater. Furthermo~e there is ·no end in sight." 

we reani~ tha't in 1969 the plight of the Pal'est·in~in refuge.es is 
even 116rs:e; there ha.s ·been· no progress in their retu,rn to . the~r 
homeland ·...:. on the ,contrary 9 hundreds of thousands more have . lost 
their homes and so far there has been no restoration of justice and · 
p·eace in the ·iifiddle East. · 

• Through two ·decades the relief· and rehabili ta ti on agencies· of 
the churches have sought to be wise ste,,,,ards of the resou,rces pro
vided by .churph people in many countries- for : relieving the :plight 
of the ·refugees· and £or helping them 'to maintain human· dignity·. 
Our 'work for refugees .has been in close cooperation -with -the United 
Na:ti,ons :Relief and Works 11.gency (U1ffiWA). The. experiences ·of~ the . · · 
y:0a,rs- have deepened our · a \'rareness of the enormity of .the tasks · 
~aced by UNRVA, and the competance and dedica·ti.on 'with which' it 
has dealt with the complex problems of the refugees. 

GUIDE LUTES . SUGGESTED TO THE cmrncEiEs 
. • t~ 

. . 
Essential _as , programmes of relief and rehabilitation are,. 

however, we are convinced that in themselves they are not an adequate 
Christian r~sppnse to . the injustice and misery under .1i'hi9h the great 
major,ity .• of the Pales.tinian refugees continue to suffer, d~spite 
all the efforts of the United Nations. ·Nor is relief and. rehabili
tation alone a response to t~e aspirations for self ~determination 
and na~ionhcrod of the Palestinians. We c~:ms.lder it our duty to call 
upori 'the churches of theworld ·to use all their influence towards 
a. '- ' jii'st·:~ soiµ:Uo;l involving 'necessarily the recogri.itiop. ~f ' the rights 
-of·the · P~lestinians from ·which .alone a lasting peace coul.d come to 
the ·Itiddie·:·East. Towards ·this · end, we suggest ·to the Churches the 
f'ollowing guide lines: · · " · · 

-r. . : 

There is growing awarenees ._of 'the .reality of a Palestinian 
community, and manifestation of a .Palestinian identity as 
shown~ "for example~ in. the Palgstine liberation mov:~mEmt. 
Awareness of this Palestinian ··identity may be a · fireit ·step 
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•. towards the redress of the injustices done to the' Palestinians. 
· This .means spe'cific2lly that all of our "10rk, both in human
itarian fields and in the preparation of educational and in
fo'rmational material, must be done not only ill the Palestinians 
but . .l!iih t~~za. 

· · · ·while the statement of the Central Comzai ttee of the World 
Councii of Churches in Canterbury in August 1969 is not re
garded as, in· every respect, acceptable to all the members of 
th~ Consultation, we welcome it as a step forward in building 
understanding among the Churches of the need to work for justice 
to . the Pale~tinian people. 

In particular He believe, in line with the Canterbury State
ment (Point 3), that in supporting the establishment of a . 
Jewish State in Palestine, without recognizing the rights of 
the Palestinians to self-determination, injustice has been done 
to t.he Palestinian Arabs by the Great Powers, and this in-

... justice should be redressed. 

In line with the Canterbury Statement (Point 8), we are con
cerned .. a.bout the guardianship of the Holy Places, the status 
of Jerusalem, and the people of the city, and we welco~e the 
p+opo_sal that the Forld Council of Churches should initiate 

.discussions on t .he point. 

Conce·rning 'the subject of biblical interi,retation, ue note 
witn. ·satisfaction that the Canterbury Statement (Point 7) 
has warned against nth.e .misuse of the Bible in support of 
partisan political views." 

WErreoognize the diffic~l ties to be expected in any effort 
:to vitalize the churches' work, both in the field of humani
:tarian service, and in the struggle for the fundamental rights 
o£·the· Palestinian refugees. And with the Canterbury State
ment, we pray "that our Churches will have a renewed sense of 
the contl.nuing and increasing tragedy of the Palestinian 
refugees and other displaced persons, and of the imperative 
obligation of the Churches to minister to their needs and 
support their basic demand for justice." (Point 5) 

r All our work of compassion should be done in the context of 
· th~. struggle £or a just solution. 

The Consultation requests the World Council of Churches to 
ask its member churches to use all their influence on their 
governments towards the redress of the.l.njustice done to 
Palestine re!ugeee; such redress to be based upon the prin
ciples of the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration 0£ 
Ruman Rights. 

The Consultation welcomes the actions of the Churches' 
Commission on International Affairs (CCIA) in convening con
sultations ·on the Palestine problem. It recommends that fur
ther 'consultations be held in which Palestinians should be · 
inc·luded and · that the conclusion.a of such· consultations be 
communicated to the United Nations Secretary General and to 
the m.~mbe.r churches of the \lorld Council of Churches. 

The Cons\iltation requests CCIA, working in consultation with 
the churches of the ~ii'ddle East; and with due regard to the 
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guidelines stated above, to intensify regular discussions at 
the United ifations and with all gover!llllents concerned with 
influencing a political sol~tion. It suggests that the ex
chang·es which take place should not always remain unpublished. 

The Consultation suggests that the various Divisions· .. of the 
1:lorld Council of Churches should be requested to examine their 
programmes in order to ensure that the ramifications of the 
Palesti.ne refug\3e question sre not overlooked. For instance~ 
the Division of Ecumenical Action could be asked to see how 
far it can involve itself in aspects of leadership training 
and appropriate youth work in the light of the specific needs 
of the Palestine refugees." 

INFOR.Mh.TION ON THE PALESTINE REFUGEE PROBLEM 

We found that one obstacle to the action of the Churc~es 
throughout the world was the lack of responsible information on 
the Palestine refugee problem. We make therefore two recommend
ations: 

1. \·le consi.der it an imperative obiigation of all Christian 
Churches to use their utmost efforts through their organ
izations, conferences and publications, and in cooperation 
with the sister Churches of the Niddle East, to bring out, 
responsibly, the facts about the Palestinian refugees and 
other displaced persons, and the grave injustices done to 
the Palestinian people, so as to help create the conditions 
conducive to a just solution. 

2. We call upo~ the churches of the world, at all levels from 
the local congregations to national and regional councils, 
to promote:an informed Christian discussion of the Palestine 
question •. There must be deei;, understanding of the inalienable 
nature of the fundamental rights of the Palestinian people. 
Our concern for justice must go forward concurrently with 
renewed humanitarian efforts •. 

REFUGEE PROGRAMME_§, 
We have reviewed the programmes .c.arried on at the present time 

through the Near East Council of Churches in the light of present 
needs and we have considered what further contrib~tion the churches 
of the world shoul.d now be called upon to make through the Di vision 
of Inter-Church Aid, ®fugee and World Service of the 1forld Council 
of Churches. We have reached the following conclusiqns.: . . 

This Consultation calls upon the World Council or' Ch:U,rches, 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service to 
ask the member churches to reorder their priorities so as to 

<""provide$ 2,000,000 for new programmes over the coming two 
years in support of the self-respect and individual digni'j;y 
of the Palestinian refugees and displaced persons throug~ 
the following urgent priority activities, listed in order of 
immediate need~ 

j 1. A major interpretation programme to Churches outside 
~ of the Middle East shaped and led by the Churches· and 
l .. \ people within the rti.ddle East is urgently needed. 
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2. Th_e. :_90~~14.~ tat;i,cm . . c.a.11~ upo_n the Near 'East Council of 

Churches Division for Refugee Hork, and-·the proposed 
. suc9essor bod;y , t .o establish an information office,. and 
~ : .ful'.ld raising:.· appeal. _to the Churches and ·related . agencies 
of the " l'Iiddle East· in ·~upport of the Palestinian refugee 

· pr_ogra:llll!l~ . . .· ' . ' ·-
3, ·Expansion must ,be given immediately to vocational school 

t~aining, .· maternity and child welfare training, and more 
· organized-. youth activity within and without the refugee 
camps. Special efforts are needed to train Palestinian · 
refugees to lead and .adm.inister the Churches' 1'iiddle East 
refugee programme. · · · · · · 

4. PrograIIIIlleS .and projecta must be more selective and provide 
increased_ ~epth of individual .assistance leading to reai 
self-help goals. Such activities· would include loRn 
prograIIIIlles (for education, establishment of bus~ness and 
help for individual housing), employment placement, .de
velopm~nt proj~cts .. (for agricul:ture, marketing and small · 
industry and . handicrafts). · · · 

5, !fore family service centres are required which will serve 
mothers and pre-school children, offer medieal clinical 
services where otherwise totally l acking and which will 
include concern ror mental health, the handicapped, the 
aged, and social work services. 

6. ·There ·will be exceptional instances of need -for a short 
~ emergency food and material assistance programme. 

7. There will be needs related to the individual urgerit · 
situations of the areas or countries concerned which will 
reqo.i·re · exceptional attentions e.g. the donation of life 
saving medi·caments which a country cannot other1'1ise obtain. 

8. Particular , ~ttention is to be given to the especi~l needs 
I . 

of the people in the ·occupied territories. 

9. rifeariwhile programmes and proj'ects should be studied by 
·ex1sting staff, . or new survey r .eviews should be _requested 
of government and specialized agencies (such as UH) and 
of university expertise. 

As governments and Ulffi~·.'A carry .the primary responsibility £or 
mass housing, mass feeding .and public hea°l th for the Palestin
ian refugees, the 'Churches sho.uld · t~ke care not to . duplicat.e '. 
what government·s and UNRWA do. · · · 

The .. responsibilities placed upon . Uf!llWA by its Illanda te have 
al\.,ays· far excee.de'cl the budgetary· resources placed at its 
disposal by the member gover nments of the United Nations. 
UNRWA now faces once· again · a very serious· ·budgetary crisis 
l.fhich ·- unle·ss it' is. speedily resolved by the- member govern
ments :o.f . the. United Mations ~ w~ll still further requpe the 
possibili ti'ea· .of 1JlIBWA providing even a -bare minimum of. 
feeding, medical and school' services for hundreds of thou.sands 
of Palestinian refugees and their children. 

We call upon the ~:rorld Council of Churches and its member 
churches around the world to urge the member governments of 
the. United: l!Tations to strengthen the hands of IDIBWA and· 
provide, without -further delay, resources needed for guaran
teeing Ul'TRHA's basic programme. 
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PROPOSAL FOR THE FUTURE STRUCTURZ OF THE '·JORK FOR P.ALESTDTE 
REFUGEES AHD DISPLnCED PERSONS 

In a comprehensive review of the refugee work, the Consultation 
has noted tnat since the Beirut Conferences of 1951 and 1956 
many changes have occurred in the life and situation of the 
Palestinian refugees as well as in the life and witness 0£ the 
Uiddle Eastern Churches "themselves , particularly in the realm 
of ecumenical relations and commitments, as well as in their 
involvement in refugee wo:rk and the new insights and experiences 
gained thereby. 

In view of all these changes, the Consultation became aware of 
the need for : 

2
1) i1n overall planning and administrative committ ee; 

) Increased ecumenical involvement of the churches 
and Christian agencies in the Near East; 

3) Representation of are:a committees on the overall 
planning cor.ri;ttee ; 

4) Greater participation by the churches in the rest 
of the world in the refugee programme which makes 
claims upon the ·conscience of all men; 

5) Closer collaboration with other service agencies 
working with the Palestinian refugees. 

Therefore the Consultation recommends : 

l The establishment of a Near East Ecumenical Committee £or 
Refugee Work (Ji.TEECRW), which would be composed of: 

- the membership of the existing Near East Council of 
Churches Di vision of Refugee \fork (consisting of five 
members appointed by the Near East Council of Churches 
and five members appointed by the Area Committees 
respectively) i plus one representative of any area .. com
mi ttee not already rep:resent.ed in the HECCDRU; . ·. · 

- two members from each of thos.e member churches of the 
i;!orld Councii of Churches in the area, (i.e. the "host 
countries11 of the Palestinian refugees) which ar.e not 
members of the NECC and which are willing -to become 
members of t he NEECRW. · 

The ~rear. :j!}ast Ecumenical Com.mi ttee i'or Refuge~ Work . (lmECRW) 
·should have . the authori ty and .funct ions whiqh have up till : 
now been exercised by the NECCDR\'l, plus authority for th~ . 

appointment of executive staff . 

2 Continuance of the p~esent system of working through ~he 
Area -Committees • .. ·. 

3 ·In the composition of the NEECRW and the Area Committees 
the following considerations should be taken into account~ 

- wider representation of Churches in t he area 9 taking 
into consi deration t he si:.:;c of the communi.ties 
represented on the -conimi.ttees; · 

- inclusion of women; 
- inclusion of youth;· 
- inclusion of Palestinians; 
- attention to the appointment of persons with specialised 

skills and qualifications for the refugee work progralrime. 
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•• 4~ Closer collaboration with Catholic Churches and Catholic refugee 
service· agencies~- other Churches and other Christian agencies 
involved . in refugee work in the area, through consultation 
and participation in- committees e.nd joint operations to 
whatever extent may be possible. 

5. A stronger and continued support of and closer collaboration with 
local~ intern~tional 9 voluntary, and inter-governmental agencies 
engr:ged in refugee work :Ln the area. 

6. A search for mea1is of poss:i.ble cooperation with Service Agencies 
of other faiths. 

CON'TINUATIOl'l' PROCEJJUHES AND ?R0."'.1:DURES FOR TTIE FORMATION OF THE 
}.JEAR EAST EOUMEliHCAi. COll'.il'uTTEE FOR REFUGEE WORK (NEECRi:!) 

The Consultation agree~ to recommend that: 

1. The Near East Council of Churches Division for Refugee \fork 
(NECCDRW) shouid continue operations of the re.fugee programme 
until ·such time as the Uear East Ecumenical Cammi ttee for 
Refugee Work (TllEECRi:l) is formed; 

2. The N,ECCDRi'/ should proceed immediately9 in association with the 
area coriimi.ttees, to prepare the 1970 budget; 

3. It be suggested to the NECCDRW and the area committees that 
additional persons be invited to participate in the 1970 budget 
planning for refugee work; 

4. A Continuatio·n Colll!!li ttee be appointed by this Consul ta ti on to 
plan the formation of · the :£.Tear East Ecumenical Cammi ttee · for 
Refugee 1:forkj this Conttnuation Committee · to consist of the . 
following persons : . 

Mrs. lifary A.ghaby 
Bishop Najib Cuba'in 
Mr. Fuad Farah 
iir. Sa.mi Ha bi by 
Metropolitan Elias Kurban 
Archimandrite Constantine Michaelides 
Re.v. "'Isb.ir ii:aka,isi 
MI'.. George Mistkawi 
l-fr'~- Labib :ifasir 
Bishop Karakin Sarkissian 
Bishop Saliba Shamoun 
One Coptic Orthodox member £rom Egypt to be 

appointed by EACCS 

and with .the Rev. Albert Isteero as Executive. Secretary, Mr. 
Gabriel Habib as AssiGtant Executive Secretary and Mr. J. Richard 
Butler -as Administrative Secretary and Convenor. (It was rioted 
·that if . a member .cannot attend a meeting he should name a 
substitute .fo:r that meeting.) -

5. A target time-table be adopted as follows : 

a) a Constitution to be dr:i.fted. and proposed no later than 
31 December 1969 ~ 5.n order · that it may be studied by the 
Chl::;._;..:s cx:;.:r:c·.>.-::'., by the Area Cammi ttees and by the Central 
Coilllllittee of NECC (which meets in J~nuary 1970); 
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b) further meetings ·as needed for review of the draft 
Constitution in t 'he light of comments received, in 
readiness for the Triennial meeting of the· NECC in 
April 1970, and. for submissi9n to the Churches; 

c) early summer of 1970 be set as target date for th~ 
beginning of operations of the NEECRW. 

6. The Continuation Committee in drawing up the Constitution 
should. .. provide for an agency for ·fund-raisi~g. among Churches 
of the Near East for refugee work. 

7. The Continuation Committee give consideration to the pro
ce4ure to be followed .in co~unicating with the · Ch~ch~s on 
the plans · for the Hear East Ecumenical Committee . oil ~efugee .·.·.:. 
Work, and responsibilities of membership. 

8. The Continuation Committee in drafting the Constitution, 
make provision for the dissemination of information on -. 

· refugees and refugee service programme and for the setting:.. 
up of an information bureau. · · .. 

9. The Continuation Committee should give attention at an 
earlY date to the location of the central office of the Near 
East Ecumenical Committee for Refugee Work. 

: . + + + + + + + 

Out of its deliberations on the refugee question, the Consultation 
felt the need for a regional coni'erence of Churches in the Middle 
Ea:st 9 which would enable· them to give wider expression to their common 
ta:sk in the region. Whil.~ this subject is not strictly within the scope 
of the Consultation, we would express a strong hope that negO.tiations be 
carried forward as soon as possible towards the establishment of such 
a regional conference of Churches . 

+ + + + + + + 

CONCLUSIOI~ 

As we conclude the findings of our Consultation, we are reminded 
that all of our concerns for justice and .Peace have their beginning 
and ending in God. God's judgement is on all systems of men and God's 
grace accompanies all. 

In the world of our time, which is in need of and searches for 
justice9 the task of the church is to manifest its dynamic and committed 
action for ·,·1peace On earth and good Will among men. II 

This is a time when the cause of justice is particularly at stake 
for the Palestinian people. . \ · , 

; ' .We,· ·as Christians., · commit ourselves, in obedience to· God'a 
judgement and under His merciful grace, to the full recovary of- their 
human dignity and legitimate rights and to the redress of. the injustice 
done to them. 

We pray that God will lead the Middle East to peace in just.ice 
for the manifestation of His will for all mankind. 

+ + + + + + + 

8 

,. 



.. -

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 
Suite 1000 432 Park Avenue South 

Mr. Elmer Winter 
President 

New York, N. Y. 10016 

American Jewish Committee 
165 Eost 56 Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Winter: 

Moy 20, 1975 

I am writing to you in my capacity as chairman of the International Jewish 
Committee on rnterreligious Consultations (IJCIC) which, OS you know, 
coordinates the activities of several major Jewish organizations in their 
relations with the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches. 

I persona ~ ly serve on this committee as the representative of American Jewish 
Committee. 

All of us who hove been involved in the work of IJCIC were shocked by an 
article by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum which appeared in a number of Anglo
Jewish publications in the United States, in which he makes a number of 
irresponsible and even libelous accusations against responsible Jewish or
ganizations and respected colleagues. 

It would be a great disservice to truth and to the interests of world Jewry to 
permit Rabbi Tanenboum's distorted version of IJCIC's relations with the 
Romon Catholic Church to stand unchallenged. However, because of our 
concern for the good name of American Jewish Committee and of the larger 
Jewish community, the organizations that comprise IJCIC have decided 
not to respond to Rabbi Tonenbaum's artide in the public press. Instead, 
we ore sending the enclosed communication to you, as President of American 
Jewish Committee, and to the several Jewish organizations that have been 
following these developments with understandable concern. 



' • •· .. 

2. 

We would appreciate your sharing rhis information with the responsible of
ficers and board members of American Jewish Committee. 

With worm good wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

!· 

I ;...__ ./. LJ .... _ 
\ • \ 

.... 't . r- ' · 

Robbi Joseph H. lookstein 
·..../ 

cc: Dr. Bertram Gold 

I 
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THE VATICAN AND iHE JEWISH COMMUNliY 

A Statement by the International Jewish Committee on lnterreligious Consultations 

Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Chairman 

In an article published in the Angfo .. Jewish press in the United States the week 
of Passover, Rabbi Mere Tanenbaum of American Jewish Committee makes a 
number of accusations against major Jewish organizations and their representa
tives on the International Jewish Committee on lntetTeligious Consultations 
(IJCIC) . 

IJCIC is comprised of World Jewish Congress, Synagogue Council of America, 
American Jev.1 sh Committee, Jewish Council for lnterreligious Relations in 
Israel, and B1nai B1rith-Anti-Defamation league, and has been carrying on 
discyssions with the World Council of Churches and the Vatican since 1970. 

The burden of the article is that Guidelines on Catholic-Jewish Relations re
cently issued by the Roman Cotholic Church were a disaster, and were actually 
intended as reassurance from the Vatican Secretariat -cf State to the 11Arab
Muslim-Communist world. 11 

The article charges that the Vatican Guidelines were intended as a "clear 
and unambiguous message to the Arab world" that there will be no concessions 
to the Jews or to the State of Israel . They communicated a "reassuring message 
to Arab Christians, such as Patriarch Maximos Hakim, defender of gun-running 
Archbishop Capucci •11 The Pope's statement to the Jewish delegation 11con
fonned entirely to the Secretariat of State policy of total silence on Israel, 
even in spiritual terms, 11 and representatives of the Jewish organizations 
that comprise IJCIC served as "defenders of and apologists for anti-Jewish 
forces in the Vatican. 11 The reason for their betrayal is 11 institutional needs 
and personal careerist publicity. 11 

What the article does not report is that following the JJCIC meeting with the 
Vatican in Rome in January, Tanenbaum wrote a letter to Pope Pouf which 
was highly laudatory, expressed warm appreciation to the Pope for his state
ment to the Jewish delegation during the audience, and did not contain a 
word of criticism or reservation . 

In a personal statement on the Guidelines issued by Tanenbaum in December, 
he declared that " in their entirety they represent from an informed Jewish 
perspective a significant clarification of a number of vital issues central to 
Christian-Jewish relations which we welcome as a constructive and timely 
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contribution to the advancement o.f Jewish-Christian understanding ~~d, co
operation. " 

T onenboum is therefore saying one thing to the American Jewish community 
and a totatly different thing to the Roman Catholic Church, misleading both 
the Jewish community and the Vatican . 

It is such irresponsible behavior which led representatives of the maior Jewish 
organizations that comprise IJCIC to the conclusion that Tanenbaum' s con
tinued participation in the work of IJCIC has become impossible. (He is no 
longer the American Jewish Committee representative on IJCIC . ) · 

. The article makes .the fol lowing charges: · 

. I • . 11 
••• representatives of World Jewish Congress and the Syna

gogue Council of A~erica have found it necessary repeatedly 
to explain why the Vatican has not found it possible to adopt 
enlightened views toward those issues which .count most to Jews 
todoy:, 11 specifically the centrality of Israel in Jewish thought. 

2 . The Guidelines contained "o contrived reference to the Catholics' 
need to 'witness' their Christian faith to Jews, 11 and foiled to 
affirm that Judaism "endures forever." . 

3. 11 
• • • bureaucrats of World Jewish Congress and Synagogue Council 

of America who - truth to tell - ore actually theological illiter- · 
ates, ganged up to silence the objections of the American Jewish 
Committee and cravenly issued a press release in Rome denying 
that there· was any proselytizing intent. " 

., .. ·.-. · thes~ charg~; ar~ fais·~. The facts are as fol lows: 

I . None of the organizations thot comprise IJCIC ever offered ex
.. planations for omiss!ons in the Vatican Guidelines. Indeed, the 
· official IJCIC response. to- the Vatican document criticized the . 
Vatican for its failure to refer to the inseparable connection be
tween land, ·faith, and people in Jewish tradition. 

2 . The press release issued in Rome contained a statement by the Cath
olic side, not the Jewish side, disavowing proselytism - in response 
to-a ·demand by the Jewish Committee that they do so! That press · 
release was drawn up with the participation 9f Dr. Zachoriah Shuster 
of American Jewish Committee and bore. T~nenbaum's name, os 
well as the nome of Rabbi Joseph H . Lookstein, as Chairman of 
UCIC, ·who.attended.the Rome meeting:-as American Jewish 
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Committee's representative. 

3. The IJCIC response was based on a statement prepared by the 
Committee on lnte;rel igious Affairs of the Synagogue Council 
of America, which is chaired by Rcbbi Walter Wurzburger, a 
leading Orthodox Jewish theologi en, and comprised of repre
sentatives of the three branches of American Judaism - including 
theologians on .the faculties of our major seminaries. It is the 
position of this committee - a position endorsed by other major 
Jewish organizations that comprise IJCIC - that H is undignified, 
demeaning and dangerous for Jews to demand that the Catholic 
Church "recognize" ihe legitimacy of Judaism. The legitimacy 
of Judaism is totally independent of Catholic doctrine. We do 

nQt- seek such legitimation, nor are we prepared to offer such le
gitimation in Jewish theology to Christianity. That is why we re
jec~· Tonenbaumss position that we request such legitimation from 
the Vatican. On the other hand, several members of IJCIC 
pressed for the inclusion in tha IJCIC response of a sentence which . 
affirms 11 the incommensurcbil!ty of Jewish ond Christian theology. 11 

It wos Tanenbaum who vetoed the stronger statement and wotered 
it down to 11 the theological distinctiveness of the two faiths . " 

4. IJCIC's statement raised the issue of Cathoi!c "witness" and choll-. 
enged the Catholic Church to explain the compatibility of such 
"witness" with t:ie admonition con~cined in the Guidelines that 
11di'alogue demands respect for the other os he is; above all, re
spect for his faith and his religious convictions." 

5. IJCiC did not silence any objections by American Jewish Committee. 
It did decide to silence Tanenbaum, ar.d f'o bar his parHcipation 
in the January meetinti wH-h the Vatican. (He C!ttended as en ob-

. server without floor privileges.) The reason for that decision was 
the grave damage done by T anenboum to :JC IC and to Jewish in
terests when he issued a personal response to the Vatican Guidelines -
without informing any of the member organizctions of IJCIC -
at the very time that he was sitting with the~e orgcnizctions to 
work out a united Jewish response - to which he had put his 
signature . 

The irresponsible treatment of sensitive relationships with the Roman Catholic 
Church by T cnenbaum constitutes a terrible abuse of public trust. It is diffi
cult to assess the domoge that his behavior has done to vital Jewish int.erests. 
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Held Rt Nicosia, CYprus 

September 29 - October 4, 1969 
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. World Counoil 0£ Churches in the Middle East 
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Joint Middle Bast Churches and DICARWS, 
World Council of Churches Consult~tion 
.on the Palestine Refugee Problem 
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_Delegate 
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Service, Algeria 
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Christian Ai~, U.K. 
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' . MECQDRl:.'/DICARVS, t,,;cc 
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Mr. H~nry Cattan:; .. ·.: · :.: 

Mr. Virgil" Claassen 

ORGAMIZATIOH 

Greek Orth. Patriarchate of 
Antioch 

Mennonite Central Commit.tee 
,"'. • ' I 

DESIG1'J1'.TIOM 

Delega.te-at..;Large 
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of Jerusalem Delegate · 

Co-Chairman 

Staff 

Bishop Najib Cuba'in 

Mr. Coneta~tine Dabbagh 
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. -:-:~ .. ~~·~~~:~;~~ 
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. " 
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MECOOR1;' Caza 

National Evangelical Synod 
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J , •• 

- ~ . '. . . . .. ' 
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;-. .. - -

..:-.. :.,·>! .,. Delega.t.~ ... ·:' 
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Jinan · · : ·:. Delegate-at-Large 
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Rev. Ank~r ·a.1~rding· :· · 
.: 1t . • :- •• : ·. ·:. 

Bishop Gregorius 
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.. ~ .. . ', .. . 
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··Delegate . 
.;. ..... . ; · 
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·' 
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. ·:. - . -~ . ' ;. ' ' ( . ' 
Dr. · J. Harry 'Baines Uni te'd Me.th()dist Committee : ' - .. :~ .-
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Bishop Ignatius Hazim Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
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f.merican University 
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Social Office, Beirut Consultant 

' ·. ,._ 
~taff . . 
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Evangeli~al Episcopal Church :Delega.te ··· 

Lutherh'jalpe~, Sweden Delegate 
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~ 
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.·. Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
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International Cht"istian 
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' . ·' , · 
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. .. . . - . . ... ' ... -~.· t ·' . ~ 

World Coun.cil. of Chur·ches, 
DICAm.rs · · Sta.fr 

. ' ..... 

"· : .. Greek orthi:idox Patriarchate 
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Mr. Albert L~am 

Hr. Yoon Gu.Lee 
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Greek Orthodox Pa triarc;tia t~· 
of .A.nti9ch ..... 

.; · NfilccD1li~/icci.Rws. ucc 
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Mr. Adil Madanat : , . . 

hv .. Isb~ Makdisi 
: t .. 

mas hances L. Martin 
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USA. Delegate 
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National Evangelical Synod 
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Delegate-at-Large 
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Staff 

Protest~nt Episcopal Church · 
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. . · . . . . . 
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Church o,! . d Yt>rue 
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Delegate 
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NAME ORGANIZATION DESIGNATION 

Mr ~:.J!~~~H.::~!t~~.,ir 
Mr. Jan ¢rner 

YMCL ·Q.t:,:.Jefu~~lem (Old Ci tv) Consul ta.ru; -:-... 

Dr. S.allra Otaqui 

Mr. Andreas Papa~assiiio : 
. .. "• ~-

VCC, DICP!\1./$ 

NECCCR~~. Jerus~lem 

Cht!~?,h of ~Cyprus 

.. ·.· .staff . . " ~ 

.. 
Sb.ff 

ConsU.i t::::n·t . · 
Miss :Sh~iia: Rev "-~.~~{f -· .· . .. .. 
Mr. T.~.deue·z· Pe.czkslrski 

~• • • .. , • I t I 

Dr. El.te.n Rees 

Sir J'ohn ·Remiie 

Mr. Faye~ -::Ri~d : .. l · 

Hr. Halim Saba. :..! .;· f : _: .. ' .. ~~'.· 

Prof. Todor Sabev 

Mr. Shukri Saleh ·: ;. ·-~~'- .·1 

Bishop Saliba Shamoun 

. ~ . . 

• . . . 

1 ~orld .A lli?.nce of YMCA' s Consultant 
.,. ,. : : 

Commission of the Churches ·on _ _ .. , 
International Af'fe.irR, i·:cc · .- staff ·· > 

: liNR'.lA, l3e iru t ·· ·: · · .-. ··~.,·c·onsuitant 

'. ··Ecumen-ical. 'Advieorv Counoil ! : :. : ·. · · · 

_ for Ch~rch Service, Egypt ·:~. : .. De.l~gate 

, Orthod~~ . D~~cese of Amman . . ; " l)elegat~t, ... Large 

Bulgarian Orthodox Church 

MEC.CDRH, ·Ea~t : Jordan 

Delegate 
.. . ~ St~tf' ._, 

Syrien Orthodox P~triarchate Delegate -·. .. ~" "".. ' . ... 
Mies Saba~ Sancil . . . • .. . .. Staff" . 

; .. :- .-:, ... ·. ! .. . .' , ·' : 

Bishop Karakin Sarkissian ·. . .t\rmenir:i.n Ca tholiooesnte of., .• 
.. ·, · · ..... · ·· c111oin " ., · "J{~iegat~ ·-· · 

Mr. A.ram Sarkissian . .. . . ~· . ' . 
Prof . ... Yus.4,f. Sayigh 

Miss Sonia Spatho·poulou ..... · 

Mr. Robbins. Strong 

!fr. Jobn Taylor 

-. 
~ . . , 

Armenian EvangelioP.l Union . ;: · Delegnt~. · 

Americnn·Univereity, ~eirut Speaker 
~.·Staff' · 

FCC, D·ivi~ion of Vox-ld Mission , 
· ~nd .Evan,~elism Staff 
Inte:rna.tional Christit>.n~. -.) ,: ·. ~ - - · 
Committee . ': De~e!r-'te 

~·1CC • ·Depn.rtement of 
Communications Staff' 

Dr. John Tleal .Y . . ·· . ~ .. Greek ... Orthodox Patriarchate 
- .f. '"' - I ~ . ; 

Hr. Valdemar T<Srner 
Jlr. Couatancii--'l'ouma 

h. George Tsotsis · . 

Hiss Eli~a'"beth Urbig 

-~.rchbp. Vasilios 

M:r. Constantine 
·. Vlaohopoulos 

Mr. Mi~hel Wagner 

Hr. Tallat Youn~m 

Prof. Heikki Varis 
Mr. Daoud Yousef 

, . 

of Jerus~.lem ' · Deleg:>.te 

Luthere.J'l•.'\.'orld Federation 
• ' • I 

Intern~tion~l Christi~n 
Committae in Israel 

1JCO, 1 DICf.R~·'S ' 

":Consul tont 

Delegate 

starr 
Ev~ngelic~l Church in Germany Delegate . •. . . 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 

. '. Of JeruM.lem· · ,·Deleg.3te 

~o~titi6~1 Mission for 
Pales.tine : ·Consul talit 

CIMADE, France ... ,. :\::: ·JJ>elegate · 

Cop'tic·.·orthodox Church 

. l'CC' .' DIC/. n~·:s ·~ ' 
llECC Committee for Social 
lfork, Leb;:.non 

, ... Delegate 

co·-chairman 

Staf.f 
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·"As"every man hath received the· gift, even · 
·· so '· minister· the same cine to another· ae·. good 

: · : "ritewarda or the manifold grace o! ·God." · 
·:: · '·: _· I Peter 4:10 

. . . :... ; ~· . . 

_. ·. :- • • . l : • :: . ~- : • ; • 

_. "Anything that happens anywhere is · tll0 affair· . 
of the total congr~cratioh." S.aint Icnatius ·or · 

.• 

. :· .. ·. ( · Ant10,eh 

.,~::.·,: : It is .. in. _t~~a spt:i-i.t of service and oneness· that·. i_'or _2.l,.. yea~e, 
Christians of: :the Middle- East. supported .by their brethren ji)) ..... over 
the world have been caJ:"I'Ying on a minis.try of reiief and rehabili-
tation to th.~ ·. Pa;L~atinian ; re~gees. . . 

Ecumenlcai ·conter&ncee on the .Ara~·' ~efugee probleme·,were held 
in Beirut in l951 and ·i956. · On· September 29,· 1969 - · a little more 
than two years . ·ar~er the 1967 war,. we. assembled in': Cyprus :for a 
thir4 C<?riijultation on ·the Palestine·refugee problem and :the· challenge· 
it presents to the Churches 'of the Middle East· and the··world; We 
are grateful to our host Church, the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, and 
to t~e Preqiderit and people of Cyprlis, for their hospitality. -Man.y 
0£ us have ·oome straight from visits to Jordan, Lebanon; Syria, . 
U .A• R~ . or I~:r·ael and the Israeli~oo-cupied lands·, where we had been 
able· to --see the . plight ·of the- Palestini·an refugees and dispia·ced 
persons for ourselves and talk with representatives of churcbee ·and 
goveri:imente in the· couµ. tries we visited. The majority of d.~~~ga tea 
al:e. m~l!lbere of ~~e Middle Eas:tern churches, ·some of us Pal.es.tiniane. 
'I'll~- ~~he~ .. delegCl~e~ represent .. churches .and .-church ag.en9~es~ in.~~-w~lve 
countri~~ : outsi~e the ~lidQ.l.e.East. We are happy· ~o have. with ,~e ~a . 

. co~jants,_;_ ~epres~tatives of UNliWA. a.nd many .Ch~Ch (~otb_. c;3tholio 
and . Protes;tQ~t.) and non-Church Voluntary .Agencies enga@4 iil ~ ref\l8ee 
vork in the ·Middl~ East. · . ·. ·.. . . : . . _'. .... - ~··<-~: . 

.. Tlie·purpose of ·our Cons~~t~ti~n has been: ,_. .,,· · '"·-: 

a) to learn for ourselves the ·situation or ·pale~tine· >-! r 

re!UBeea since 1948; .. . 
- the great aggravation of · the -aituation · by::::the .-\-/.ar·_. :;:.:: 
: . of'· ~µne. ~967, , : , · .: . · ,,... · .. ·. -... -

· · - the inc~eaeed - displaoement of. Palestinian·s-and · the. 
. . ' . . 4,isplaoemen t . and .. eva oua ti on . ot )lundr.:,d,e. ·of ,.thou~ailda '' 

" ·. ot . other Arabs f'rom . the~r ·homes;: · .:. -._' · · ,. 

... . ' 

. ' . . . .... . ' " . 

b)> to revi.ew tl1e ·work of reha·bilitation "ana··relief ·lfhich· · 
···was: entr\i~ted · 1io the Near East Council·· of· Churches .. (then 

··?Tear' East" Chris ti an Council-)· .by' the first · :Beirut ~Conference 
... an(f\1hich. has 'been .carried out: faithfu'lly and:.erreotiveq 

J>y . the NECC. and 1 ts ·asso.ciates ··through the reclirring· crises 
of' the iast eighteen years; ·. .. . .· . . : ' . ' : : .. 

. , ~ ... . ·- ; ~ . .... . . . ' :· . . ' - ' ·. \ . : . • i • 

c) to find ways for· a greater involvement .of the Ch\ircb.es '.-:.'-. 
. of the Middle Eaat in this work, and · ·- · · ' · . 

':. a) . to' define: the' priorities' called for by the present . ... 
. .· situation·. · ,... · · · · ,, ·· · 

... : . . . ' ; 
: ... · · ·- "·"' .. . 

.. · -· l 



Hie Beati.t~de the P:t:es~ .. dcr.:t of_ Cyprus, Archbishop r·lakarios, 
opened our ConsUJ. ta ti on and . the ~eneral s·ecretary of the 1forld 
Counoil of Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, gave the opening 
address. We have heard reports of .. the work and problems of the 
tJ. N. Relief and isorks Agency (mm.WA) and of the Palestine Refugee 
Programme of the Near East Council of Churches. We have reviewed 
the statements of the. World Council of Churches on. the Palestine 
refugee problem and especially the statement of its Central Committee 
in Canterbury,, August 1969. We have studied' the·· social and political 
dimensions of this problem. 

As we look back on the First and Second Beirut Conferences which 
·had expressed their .ahock at the. plight of the refl18e~ from l?alestine, 
·and. re-read the.-words of the 1951 .Con.ferenoe Statement: 

. . 

- : • ..,!' ~· 

"More than three-q·i:iarters of a million· Palestinian 
r~~ugeee have been subjected to terrible privations, 
ia·sting in many oas'es for a period of .. three ye are. . 

. . . They· have eut.f'ered grievous physical ahd material . ·losses~ 
but -their mental~ moral and spiritual hurt has perhaps 
b_een even ~eate~. Fu~~~ermore there ~s. no end' in eight~ n 

• l •. . . ._ . • • . . • • . . ... . 

··we .ita·a11.ze that · in l969 the plight: of the Palestinain retugees is 
even vore·e; there has been no prot;l.'ees in: their' :i:etw:n to . their . 
homeland - . on ::the . oontrarj', hundreds ot "thouc;1ands more :have' lost·. 
their· homes ~nd "so· rar there · has been· ~C> .res.toration of: justice and 
peac·e .1n::·iJ:ie·1i11ddle.Eaat. · .. "":'.· · . ·.. :.. · .,.. . _ 

· · 'l'hrough ·two decades: the . re.li~f and rehabili.tation a~ncies of 
,the churchee ;haYe sought to -be .wise steward~ · of the resources pro-
. vided by clnh-ch p.eople in many coun:tries f'Qr rel-i :evill6' the plight 

oC the · refugees and. £or helping them to:. maintain human dignity .• 
· Oar. work; for refugeei;1-:-has . been -in:oloae ~pop&ration with the United 
; ·B,atione Relief · and Worke Agency. (UNRWA) .• The, experiences of .. the 
years b&ve deepened our awareness of the eno.rmi ty o.f' the tasks 
faced by trmnl.A, and the competan~e and. dedication with which it 
has dealt with the complei p1·obleme" of'";'the refugees. . . 

GtJIDE LDlES SUGGESTED TO THE CHURCHES 

Essential as pro8'1'ammes of relief And ·~ehabilitation are, 
hovever, ·we are convinoad that in themselves they are·not an adequate 
Chriatian .. reeponse to ·the injustice and ,:misery .un<ier. whioh the great 
.ca.jority of the Palestinian refugees .continue to·surrer, despite 
all the efforts of the United Nations. Nor is relief and rehabili
tation alone a resoonee to the aspfrations for self'-detemination 
a:id nationhood of the .. Pal,estiniana·. We ·consider it our duty to call 
lipon the churches of the world. to µ.se all their in£luenoe towards 
a just solution involving .necaas~rily the recognition of the rights 
of· the P::ileatiniana troiri which alone:· a iasting peace could come to 
the Middle East. Towards this end, we su.ggest to the Churches the 
fallowing guide· lines : · .. 

There is gro\'ring awarenese of the reality of a Palestinian 
community, and marii£oetation of a Palestinian identity-as 
shown, £or example ,. in the Palestine liberation movement. 
Awareness of this Palestinian identity may be 3 f'irst step 
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·_towarda :the red.r_ess of the injustices · done to· the· Palestinians • 
. Thia means specitioall"y that all· o.r · our: '1ork, both in human-
.. ita:dan .f ·ielda and in the preparation;: bf educational and in-
f'a1'm~tional . material, must · be done not only !2.!: the Pal'estiniane 
bu:t with them. · .· 

.... , · 1~.-.~ :: 1: ~.: .~ : . . 
·. ·.•_, . While .. the .. statement of the Central ·comiai ttee of the World 

.. ,. .Counci l :. of 9hurches .. in Canterbury in August 1969 is not' re- · 
. ·, . garded as; in every . respect , · acceptable to all· the members of 

the· ·Consultation, we wel.come ·it as a · step forward in· bUilding 
.unde:rstanding.': runong the Churches". of the need to work· for· justice 
.to· the. Palestinian· people.-

·In particular we believe, in line. with the Canterbury State
ment (Point '), that in supporting the establishment of ·a .· ·_ 

. Jewish S'l;ate in PaJ..~JitJ.:ri~ • .::Wii.tliont . r..eo.ognizing = the . ..rights·.i>t. -~: -
_the Paleatin.1,.ane ~~ . s~lf~determination, injustice ~as been done 
~ ~o · th~. · :P_al~st1~·~r(.4~S:be. by the. ~reat · Powers, and ~his . ~n-, ... , ~ 
· justice .. shoUld: be :·r~id.r~ssed. . ·. . . · . . : ~ .· . 
.... I~ · i~~e '·wi~~\~~ .. C~n~·e-~b~ry : Stat~m~nt "(Point "aj, : w~ · ~r~ con-.... -. 

cerne.d. ,a.bou~ the guardianship .. or the Rol37 .. Places, ~e status 
of Jerusaleui, .. arid .. the· people o:f the city, and we welcome -the 
.~r'.QP:~s·a1. ~hat · ~~1e 1·Torl·d .. Colinoil of Churches · shoul.d. i~itiate 
·usoussions on .the point. · . · . , . . . . . 
~ . ~ ~ . . . . . ! . . . . . . . ... • ' . -

Concernins ·the .. a·ubj'ect· of biblical . interi,retation, · we note 
with,.satisfaction that· the Canterbury Statem$nt· (Po.int 7)" · 
bas :warned against .tnthe. ·misuse of the :Bible· ~in support ·of 
partisan poli tioal views . " · · · · · 

l-Teroa>gni~ the difficulties· to be expected in aey ·effort 
to· .vitalize -the churches.•·. work; both: in the field' . bf· humani- · 

.· )arian service9 and · in the · struggle tor the fundamental 'rights 
· _, , of~: the , Palestinian .. :refugees. And· with the Canttir'bury state-

. ment, .we, pray . ".that ·. our· Ch,,U.ches w1·11 have a renewed· sense of 
the continuing and increa·sins· tragedy of the · Pales·tin·ien 
refugees and other dioplaced persona, and· of'·. the· 'imperatin .• 
obligation ot the Churches to minister to their needs aad · 
support their baaio demand £or justice. " (Poin~. ::51 .. ·· · . . _ .. . ·-······- . .. .... .. -_ ..... ~ ........ . .. 

. . All our .wo;r:k o~ compallJQion should be done in .. the.·conteXt.--of . 
·_ ~he)st~gg~~_for' .. ~ j~s;.,, ~~lutiori • . · .... . :·· · :·. -. .-.. ·\_., - , ,_ . 
·~e· Consul taticin·.:requests · the World Couno!l ·"of .. Ohu.t-cl'ie~ - 'to:.:: ·· 
ask its member-·churches -to use all their··'inf'lueriee o~·~·their'' 
governments towards>the ~red.ress of the -iri.)ustioe•·aone -:t_o .,..;:.,, : 
Palestine· retugeesr ·auoh redress to be based···upoh' the 'prin~ 
cini.~s .of the IDL,Charter and the Univere.a~ J)eolar~t~9~ :._.ot. 
B . R1 ht ... .. . Uman 8 s.. . ;'. ·' ., . . . . . - . . . :"' . . ·: . . :- ~ . 
The Consultation i.weloomee the aotiona ··ot th'e Churches':.· 
Comission·~on .International Affairs (CCIA)' ih ·convening ·con:. 
sult~one ·~1:1ri the··:Pales·tine problem.· It- re·comm~~-dB'·'·that -~ 
ther· .. c.ons\iltat'ione be0:11eld in which :·.paleetiriians shoUJ.d· _b·e ·. 
illcluded' arid 'that- -the o'onclusione io'f -. such consUJ..ta:tions. be;· . 
communicated to the United Nations Secretary General: ancl" ·to· . 

. the me~b~J;- 1C.~lffi.~h~~-· pr the World . Coun~il of Chur9hes ~ .. 
. . ,. . ' 

The Coneultatton: request~ CCIA, wo·rk ing in· cons.ul ta ti on with 
the ohurehes of.the Mtddle E<lst , anci with due regard to . the 
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' . guidelines stated .above, to inteneif'y regular discussions at 
.:., the .United Nations and· with all governments concerned. with · 

··· , influencing .e . political solution. It suggests .that the · ex-
.,. · '.· changes :which ·take place should .not always remain unpublished. · 

{ ' I.,• • ,- : .' • , • • • • , . : ' , . 

" · ?he Consultation suggests that the ·various Divisions · of the 
World .Council .of Churchea should be . requested. to -examine their 

. prqgrammes. in order to ensure : that the · ramii'ica ti one· ·of the 
·· : 'Pale~tin.e ·refugee question are not ove:r:looked. For. instance, 

.. . .the ··Division· of' Ecumenical Action could be asked ·to see·. how 
·:. . :,,:" far \ it." 9an · involve:·.1 tseli' in aspects or· 1eader1;1hip · t _;>aining 
: . ~ . . ' arid.'appropriate. you th work 'in . the · light of' the. specific needs 

of the Palestine re£~gees." .. · ~~ ~ ·: . -: - . . . . 
. :· : ... ·· " .... .' :··· . ~ . . 

INFORMAT:toN- ON >iiil:E:: PALESTIN.E REFuGEE ~ PROBLEM· . 
: · . ~ . : .. •. : ~ t . .· '"; 

'' . 
. . ·wa ·,:r9upci_;~hat :.~ne obstac19'.~to .the a~tiorj 0£ .the .. ch¥·~h-~a·. : 

··thro~ho~t /the : ,.;.orl<l ·was · the ·1ac;k ot. . responsible· i11forinat.ion ·.on 
the Palestine 'refugee problem. We make . . ~he~efore two recommend-

" a ti.one: ·". '·· - . . ... . · . 
i.: tie:6011aider·;.ft ·S:n impez.'ativ~ obi~g~tio~ of all .Christian::. 
_:._ Churc.hes. to ·uae their utmost efforts through their ·Organ ... 
' ·: .i~tcions",::. c·onf'erences ·and P.~blications, and. in.:cooperation 

· lti"th.'tbe sister Churches of' tli.e Hiddle East, ,. tQ bring :out, 
· r .esponsibly, the facts about the Palestinian refugees and, 
-citlie~ displaced persons, .. and .. the grave "inju_stices ~one to· 
the Pa"J:eeti'n.t·an p'e.ople·,: so ·as· to· help -'create· the. ~fonditions 
conducive:-.to a just solution. · .- · · · .. , .. ·:-- · '· 

2; We. call upon. the. churches of the world·,_ ~t all levels trom 
- t~e local'·. congregations to national ·and . regional oounoils; 

., .. :,to!~romote ·an· 1.nfomed· CJiristian discussi:on' of th~ Palestine 
·• 1'.:> qUestion_ . .. Th'ere must be deep underat_andinrJ. of. the· lnailenable 
· _ .nature· "Cf :the fundamental right'a · of· the Palestinian people. 
~- ~ Our:. concern. for. justice mu~t go·: forw~rd oono~ren~ly wi t!l·. 

renewed.humanitarian efforts. . . . · . . 
:- . .· ~· : ... . ': .: ·: 

BZFl'.JGm i'aoriRAMMEs · "· ·. . 
'<I 

. · ... . • 
:.. .. 

Ye !Jav~ reV1f3Wed th~·programmes carried on at the .present time 
. throligb' tiie .. iJear East Council of Churches 1.n the .light · of ·present 
needs and we hav~ considered what further contribution the ch\lrches 
ot the.-world·ehOul:d riow be called· upon :to make thro~gb the Division 
ot Inter-Church··Ai:d, Refugee and·. World Serv'ioe . of the' i ~lorid Council 
ot Churches •. We hSve':reached the .following· oonolusion's f ".·, , ' ._: ,, ' . ; . " ' . . . . ·. .. . ... ' :: ... : . ' 

~8 Corisult~ti(!n calls upon 'the World Council of'- Ch~chea; ,: 
Division ·c;r Il'ite·r-Churoh Aid, Refugee and World .service to ·'' 
ask the memper churches to reorder their priorities so .as to 
provide $ :2,·000, -0.00 for new· programmes over. the' coming·· two .. 
years · in ·support of the. self-re.spe:o~· ,and. 'individual. diBili~;y. · 
of the ·Palestinian· ·refugees and Q,isplcfoed persons :thro\lgh · ~
the ·.following urgent :.priority activities, : listed 'in 'ordei"..·or: 
immediate need: · ,. . ... . . · · .. .. . · · . i .. . • ~ • ' · :. 

l .~- A major··.·1:nte:P:;pret~~ion p~ogi-~mme . to C~~chee ~u·t.l[lid~ · ··· : . 
. of the Middle Ea at shaped and led by the Churches · and. 
: people. within ·the· Uiddle East is Urgently needed'. · .. · 

··:··. ' • : .... 
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2. The .. Consul tation . calls upon the IiJ'ear EaE!t . Pouncil of 
Chut-che'a .D.i....daioh .for R0 £ugee. Work,._ ~nd :the ... propose_d . ., · :, 
successor body, to eatabJ.ish .an '-in£ormat1·on ·~o£fice, and · 

.: _. . ~ .. £~d ~aii::d~g. appea:L t _o the Qhurches and_ related-.:age;nciea 
· qf ,the Middle East in._ support of the Paleatitj;l.an refugee 

. prpgramme, . . . . . . :· .. 

·3. : Exp~nsion must be e-iven immediately to· vocationat. schooi 
" --training, m·aterni ty and child welfare training~ ·and ·more 

organfzed-you.th acti vi.ty within -and without t he"ref'ligee-' 
- campa·. ·SpeC:ial e£f orte are needed to train Pafe·s·tin:ian -
rei\igeea to lead and administer the Churches' Hiddle·· East 

.. _.. re.f'u.gee. progi-aJnl!le.. . . . 

4, Programmes and projects must be more selective and:"provide 
increased depth ot·indJ,yidual ass~stance . ~eading. to .real 
self-help .. goals,· Such ac_~ivities_ would include _loRP :.· · : 
programmes (for · educ~tion, ·establishment of ... bu.si~esi:i and 
help tor individual heusil1g) •· employment . p~acoll)~n-~ • d.e-· · 
velopment projects (for agriculture, mar~etiµg·_anq, ·emall 
induatey. a.nd- handicrafts). . , . . - . ,-.,. ;! . 

5, More fatuily service·. cent~es -are required· which' . wiil ~erve 
mothers and pre-school children, offer medi~al ·clinic.al 
services where otherwise totally' · lacking and~· ·which wlll · ._ 
include concern for· mental heal th, the handl&apped:~ the 
aged, and social work services . 

6 •. There will be excep~·io~a·l i~atances o.f'~:e~'~ . for a -sh~~t 
· · teriii .em·e~genoy" .food·· and "material' aasis't~iice-' i>.rogramme. 

- ': : . .. :' ·· . . ~ ~ :~. ! f." . .. .. . , 
7. There will be needs related. to the indiyidual urgent 

situations of the .. areas or oount:Hes · c'on6lirned. which will 
. rB

0

quire. -except'ional attention, e o l;f•. th-e·: 'donaw.on :of life 
earing medicaments ~Thi oh a oo~trjr cannot : othe~~ise -obtain. ·. ,' ·.· · .. · .· .. . .. . . . . 

8_,. .. Partj,.cul.ar attention i .t1 to be a-iven· to th.e;~ ~special needs 
of the peQple in .th.a· occupied territozri_~e.:; -- .· . 

9 •. ffeanvhtle p~ogrammes . a~Q. p~ojects ehoulsl -b~·· s,tuq.i.ed by 
· . en.sting. staff , . .o.r new s_u.rvey_ rev~ews apould be requested 
. ot government and ep_eci~li ze4 . agenci~s ( sucl;l;,. ~s _ Ulf) and 
ot_ university expertise . ... ·. · __ , .. ~-· · ·. _ 

As governments and UTIRUA carry the primary r~~·po~aibility £or 
mass housing, mass feedipg . and : pu~lic health for ~he. Palestin
ian. ~etugees r:. the Churohea . ~hould. ta):ce. oare no} to,. duplicate 
what governments anA UNRWA do . .. · .,~·;: .. · .. ·, · :·. 

The responsibilities placed upiin ·trnR~TA by 1 ts mandate have 
always far exceed~~ ; the budaetary:. reso~oee, pl~~ed at its 
disposal by the member governments or the . "aj.Je_d.. Na-ti<m,s. 
tm!WA now faces once again a very serious budgetary crisis 
vhicb· - Uiil~ss it fs. a'peedily . resolved. by.' -the member 6(>'vem
aents ot the United Nations ·- wi:ll :still'·'f'urther'reduoe ·the 
possibilities, of 11lffiWA providing" e~~P.~ a_.<l:!a~-f:? .¢.µ!mum·. of 
feeding1 medic.al and school sep:rice~ f.or;: hup~~.d~.- of., ;~~ousands 
of Palestinian refugees and: the.;:'?;'.. c~:f d~e.n.. ·'. :_. i! ; . . . ~_. 

We call upon the llorld Council of Chu'rche's .and i ·t·s- mec~er 
churches around the world to urge. t~e"member governments of 
the United nations to atrengthen"-tbe hands of' tJNRWA:·and 
provide, tfi thout further del.ay·,- ·resourc~a ne-eded ro~ .. guaran-
teEiing·' UNRHA's -basic programme. · · ·, ' " · · ·· 
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PROPOSAL FOR THE FUTURE STRUCTTnm OF . THE ,./ORI. FOR. PALESTINE 
REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS . ···.· .. : 

· In' a · oomprehensive review· of the refugee-.work, the Consultation 
has· noted tha_t since the Beirut Conferences of 1951 and · 1956 
many changes have occurred in the life and situation of -the 
Palestinian re.t'u6ees as well as in the life and td tness of the 
Middle Eastein.· Churches themsel vcs, particularly· in · the · realm 
of . ticumenicai relations and commi tmente', . as. well . as" in their 
inv~l:y,e~e~t :in r~~gee . wor~ and ~he . ne~ ' insi'ghts . and_ expfl!riences 
gained thereby. .. . . . ... . .. 1 • • .. : · .• 

••• .. .. • •• • • • • • • • 1 ,... • ·' 

In view of all these changes, the Consultation became· aware of 
... ~~e . n~ed £0~: . .. - . .. ....... _. .. : . 
l) :.: An ove;-ali · Jillannii:ig· and ad.mini a tra ti ve commit tea;· ~ ~": : .. 
2) Increased ·ecumenical involvement of· the churches- .. _· :' :· 

. ·' and: Christian agencies· in the Near East; · · ·:·· .. ' .· ·.::-
3) Representation of· 'area comnli ttees on the overall - · 

· :. planning.:-coail ttee; · . · - _ · . 
4) Greater participation by the churches in 'the .. rest · ;· ' 

. of the world. in .the refugee. programme which makes . 
·". ••• • • . ••• • . . . • . • . 1.: .. •• . • 

· oJiaime. upon . the cQnscienoe of all men; . . . . . .... . . :-"'.· . . · 
5) ·Gioe.er· coll~boratJ,on with other. service agencies .. :-._·_, . . 
. . ~ working.: with .the Palestinian refligeea. ._ . - . :. . -- .· 

-· . • • • • . • • • • • • .. t-

l'beretore the Consultation recommends: 
.. . . : ... . : . . . . . .. .. .... . . .. : . . . -. ".. ., . 

l · · ~'.e· ·! establis~en~ · of a _N~ar ~as~ Eoum~nioal Co~t.t·e~ tor 
· Refugee Wo~k (NEECRW), which would be oompoaed . ot: · ..... · _ 

• ., • • • • • .. • • • • • • ! • .• ~ _ , .. .l. 

·,. . , .. • th~~· memberslµ.p of ~he exfatinc Near. East: Co~cil Qt ... -
. : :: : : churches DJ, vision_ of Refugee Work ( consi13.ti~ or' f;L ve . 
. . : : ·.members -_ app-ointed ·by the Near East Councii C!f .. Pburches 

·and £ive members appointed by the Area Committees · · 
·~' ~ reap·ectively), plus· one representative of ani ·area _:com

mittee not already represented in the- NECCDRW; · · .: ·' · 

·.-. t~TO-' members from"· each or those member churches of the 
.. . -. · · World Council : of.'Churchee in the area, (i~e.· ·the· ~host 

. ooU'ntries" of ·the-· Palestinian refugees) ·which-· are not 
members of the m:cc and which are willing·. to :become 
members of .the NEECRll. . . 

. · ... :.'~ J ::.·: · ....... 1 •• - • • • • · - ·: ... 

..;~Tiie Ue~r. East: Ecumenical Coiiuni t~ee for R~fugee Work ··(lmcRW.) 
should . have"' the'. authority and' "!Unctions wb.ich h87e ·up 1 till . 
now been exercised by the NECCDRW, plus author! ty ·for tbe·'~:· · 

appo~tme~t. ot e~ec~~ive: star~~. . ·: :: 
2 Contµiuan~e· of the ·present:·system of working thro\agh th~ 

Ar~a · Committees. · · = .. · · . .. · · · • ·: - : .. • ·.;. 

(: . · .. · : ·.· . . . .: ' . .·.. ~. . . :. .. · ... , . ' 

3 -In .the -composition of -the NEECRW and the Area .Committees 
. .... th~: tollow~ng ~~nsiderations.-. shol:lld be. tak~n · 1n.~o aocounti 

.. . - wider ·representation ·or Churches 1n the ·area; · taking ·· 
·into consideration the sl~O Of · the OOmmUni ties . . . 
represented ori the· cozrimi ttees; · ·· · 

- . inclusion of wom.en; 
- . inclusi9n ·at youth; · . : .. . . ·~ :. 
- inclus_io~ J>t° Palest'inian_e; · . . . . ~ _ . 

. , -~ attention to .. the. appointment of . persons wi:th speci~).ised 
... ' skills and ' qualifications for . the refugee .work pro~2i.ame. . . . . . .. . . . 

- - 6 "." 
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4~ Closer co.llaboration with . Catholic Churches . artd· · . .Catholic refugee 
service. agencies 9 .pth~r. Churches and. other · .Christian .'agencies 
involved in ~e£ugee work in th~ area, through consult~tion 
and participatio11 in commi.ttees. and joint operations to 
whatever extent ·m:a;Y "be: pos~i.ble •. . - . . ' ' 

5. A stronger and continued support of and closer collaboration with 
loc~l,. .international, voluntary, and lnter-governmental · agencies 
engog~d i~ refugee work in the area. 

-6. A search for means of possible cooperation:· with Service Agencies 
of otne~ faiths . 

1·· ... 

CONTI?mATIOl1 PROCEDUnES · Aim PROcEnURES FOR .Tn:E FOlUtATIOl'T OF Tim 
DAR EAST ECUME1ITC.A1 CO?v.!NITTEE· FOR REFUGEE UORK {NEECR~-r) 

T'he Consultation .agrees ·t<;r recomm~nd that: .. 
. .. _' . . ; ' ... . . . . 

l. The .Near East Couno;i,l of Churches Division for Refugee'liork. 
(NECCDRW) should continue operations of the·· refugee programme 
until such time as the Near East EcUJilenical Committee for . 
Refugee Work (NEECRll) is formed;· . · ·. ·· . 
• . ~ . . ; . ~ .i. ~ : . : ' : . : . ~ . . 

2. The mlCCDRU should proceed immediately, :in ·aseooiation with the 
area committees, to prepare the 1970 bu~et; 

~. It be suggestetl to the NECCDRU and the area committees that 
.additional persons be· invited,:to. participate in the 1970 budget 
planning tor ·refusee work~· . " ... · . 

4. h. Continuation Commi tt.~e .. be ~ppointed by this Coristi.l ta ti on to . 
·plan tlie· £.ormation -·61' the l~ear·Eas·t : Ecumenical C~rilmittee ·tor 
Re:f"ugee l-(ork, · this. {font'inua·tion . Committee to cons:j.sf o'f the. 
following pe:rsone : · - ''' " · : · · · · · 

Mre. Mary Agha by . 
Bishop Najib CUba'in 
Ur. Fuad Farah 
Mr. Sami Habiby 

. · Metropolitan Elias Kurban 
·..tll1ch1mandr1te .oonstantine Michaalides 
Rev • . Isbir llakdisi · · · 
Mr. George Mistkawi 
.11r. Labib. Nasir . 
Bishop Karal~in Sarkissian " 

. ~ . -- - . .. 

Bishop Saliba' Shamou'n . . 
one Coptic 'Orthodox member from ~t to~ be . 

, ..... . appointed by EACCS. 

and with the Rev. Albert Isteero ae E:x;ecutive Sec.retary, Mr. 
Gabriel-Habib . as· Aasist~nt Executive ~$creta:ry ana ~. J. Ricllard 
Butler ~s Administrative Secretary an4 ~ Corivettor • . (It' was·~nci.ted 
that if a memoer cannot attend a :meeting ... he should naine'. a ' 
substitute for that meeting.) 

5. A target time-tabla be adopted ·as follows: 
j ' • 

a) a Constitution to be drafted and proposed no later than 
31 December 1969, in order that it may be studied by the 
Cl':u.l:U;s <r:nca:1ecl, by the Area Committees and by the Central 
Committee of IIJECC (which meets in January 1970) ; 
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b) further meetincra a s needed f or review of the draft 
Cons ti tu ti on -in · the .light of comments received, in .. 
readiness for the .Triennial meeting ·or the MECC in 
April· 1970, · and for ,·submission to the Churches; · 
,-, . . . \. .. . ' ·. . ··. . ;· · . : . ' : . . . 

c) early summer of 1970 be set as target date !'or the .... 
beginning of operations of the NEECRW. · · · · · 

.. : ": r; ·, 2: :! ::·-r ... • l ,·. • ~ . ', • I:,:. ' • 

6. The C.ontinuation ·Committee in drawing up the ·Consti tutfon· ·' 
. should provide ·r or an agency· for fund .. raising am·ong· Churches 

. . o( the. ~e~~ East for refuge~ wo:r:lt:• . ... . .· ·. · • .. ,. . . ' ' . . I • 

7. The Continuation Committee give consideration to the··. pr·o·;. · 
.cedure to be followed in communicatinB with the Churches on 
. th~ plans tor _.the Hea~ East Ecumenical Commi tt~e. ·on, Refugee ... · 
Workr·a_nd .. res.poneJbilities .:or ··membership •. ·· .. ... :~ ·; :- '"·._:': ·· :·:·~~ 

a. The coritinu~i'ti.oi(commi ttee i~ dratti ng . the co~~·t.it~tion; · ·. ::. -·. 
make provision for the dissemination 6£ information on · · · · 

· refugees. and refugee service · programme an·d for the setting:--: 
·, up · of an ·information bureau.· .- · · · · .. : : .: .. ·. · 

. . . . . . ·. : .· . . . . . . : : " ; ; ~-. _: ,:' (. i . . 
9. _The Continuation Committee should give at·tention at an . . · 

earlY date to the location of the . oentral office of the Near" 
: · East ·Ecumenical._ Committee. t'or . Refugee Worl(. 

+ + + + + + + . ., . . ~ .. . : ' .. - i . ' , • .· 

, ::Out . of its deii bera ti one on the refugee queati on, the ·Consul ta ti on 
.felt the need for a regoional · conference of' Churches·· in the 'Middle 
Eas~, which woUld enable them to give .wider expression to their common 
task in· .. ~l'_le r,egior.i~Jfuile this .subject is not etrictiy w~thin .the scope 
of the Consu:~:tation, ·,we·. ~1ould express a ·:strong hope that negotiations be 
carrisd fonard"as soon ·as possible towards the est.ablishment ,of such 
a regional conference of Churches. · ·' 

+ + + + + + + .· . 

· CO?lCLUSIOll . - , : 

As lie conclude the .findin6's of' ·ou;r Coneul ta·tion, we are reminded 
·that all of our concerns for ·justice and peace have t~ei~ beginning 
and ending in God. God's judgement is on all' systems 'of men and God's 
grace accompanies all. 

. In the world of our .time, ·which is in need of and searches for 
justice, the ta.sk of the church is to manifest ·its ciy??.amic and committed 
action for .. ,"peac.e on earth a~d good will among men." 

' '·~· . . . ' . .. 
This is a time when the cause of justice 113 particularly at stake 

. for the Palestinian people. 

· ~Te, as clii'f$tt.ana, co~i·t ourselves~ 
· · judg$ment an!i lind~~.- .iii·$ merci.fu~." grace , to 

human· ·dignity· and· l.egi'~imat~.·- rights ~nd to 
done to them·. ... ·. · ' .. 

. ' 
in obedience to God's 
the full recovery. ot their 
the redress of the injustice 

t' ·, 

We pray tnat God· will la~d the Mi,ddle East to pe~ce . in,. justice 
tor the manifestation of His will for .all mankind. 

: I • ' 

~ +. + + + ·+ + + · 
,, 
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APPENDIX 

IDDLE EAST STATEMEHT 

adopted by the Central Committee of the '· 
lforld Council of Churches , Canterbu:ry, August· 1969. · 

. • I .· .. . . 
' . · . . 

': ., ¥'· , . . 

"The Central Committee of the World Counoi;I. of Churches rev.ie,~ing 'the " 
situation in the Middle East in the light of · the resol'utio·n of the . . . · 
Uppsala Assembly and later events in the area, notes with deep" c'oncern · . . : 
the oonstant deterioration of the situation and the .increasing'. tl\.reat · · · 

,·. I ' 

of an explosion which could affect · the peace of the world, adopts · as .1 ts . ... " 
own the principles which the former Central Committee of ·the World Council . . '. 
of Churches set forth ·in its statement on the Middle East at Reraklion 
in August, 1967. . . 

' . . 
1. Recognizes that no · lasting peace i~ possible ~ithout respecting t~e 

le~itimate rights of the Palestinia~ and Jewish people pre~ently 
living in the area and without '.effectiva international guarantee 
for the political independence:.-.and territorial integrity of ·all 
nations in the area, including 'Isr~el; . : . 

2. Recognizes that the great powe~s have spec~al responsibility. to~ 
creating the political climate and the exterrial circUIOstances in 
.which peace can be restored ou::·the basis of the implementation of 
the UN Security Co\incil Resolution of November 22·1 1967; 

~· 

Believes that . in supporting the establishment of the State of Is:raei . . - . . > 
without protecting tbA rights or' Palestinians injustice has been . ... · · · 
done 'to Palestinian. Arabs by the· great powerR which should be re- · 
dressed. 

Re-affirms that the .. World Council of Churches should continue· to 
fulfil its reaponaibility to serve the needs of all refugees, and 
requests it to include in this concern both Arabs and Jews and the 
basic idea of leg:itimate free .movement; 

Welcomes the plane to convene in . Cyprus in September next a con
sultation on ''The Middle East Refugee Programme", and p;i:oay~ that our 
churches wiil have ·a renewed sense of the continui~g and increasing 
tragedy of the Palestinian refugees and othe~ displaced person~, and 
0£ the imperative obligations of the ch~rohes .to minister to their 
needs and support their basic demand for justice; 

· 6~ · Statep aga.in its conce+n that basic intern~tionally recognized ~w:ian 
rights be observed for all people and urgeo the Ge~eral Secretary of 

. · the U~ ted Nations to intensify his actions towards this end; 

7. Suggests t}1at the subject of biblical interpretation be studied in 
. order to avoid the misuse of th~ Bible in support 0£ partisan polit
ical ~ewe and to clarify the bearing of faith upon critical political 
queet.t,one, 

s. Recommends that serious oonaideration be given by the appropriate de
partment of the World Council of Churches to initiating discussions 
with Christians , Jewe and Noslems as to th~ guardianship of the Holy 
Places, the etatua .. of Jerusalem and t he people of the city. 




