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MARCH. TANE~BAUM . , ....... 

Oct. 5 

De~ · Pat, 

I thought you might be interested in 

an exclusive story of much importance 

to our position on the Austrian situation. 

The story is: 

There has been an outpouring of 

Christian BJff~iurk reaction against the 

decision of the Austrian government to 

c~ose the transit camp f~cilities to 

Soviet Jews. Catholic and Protestant 

leaders in many parts 
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. P i~ t~ t ·,,d L:.: .Mr . Coop~rs11:J.th 

' . .si -~:: ... :d .in his absence 

THE .AMERICAN JEWISH . COMMDTTEE 

date 

to 

~rom 

cx:torer 2, 1973 

Gerry Strol:er 

Brant Coopersmith 

cc: i·1on:-i i::; Fin<::: 

~!f-C~~ 
D;:1v:i.d Gcl1cr 
Hy Bookbinder 
Will Katz 
Isaiah Terman 

Interreligious Task Force Meeting with Minister Counselor Dr. Hans 
Georg Ifildof sk-y 

As previously reported, on the v..-ay to derrcnstra.te at t1"£ J:itlbassy of Austria 
fran~ the Silent Vigil at l p .m., leade:r-s cf. t..he L!te::...-re.iigious Tas.1< Force 
on Soviet Jewry decided it woul::'. be wiser to seek ::i::-1 a.p;_J<".)intment at t..l)e 
Einbassy prior to any <ieno.nstrc.t..:"~or. . Persons \·:ho l'..o.d l:ee~-:l on the Vigil v.ere 
across the street f ra-n tl>.e Ehlbass--y trying to C·3.l'1Y.:J:ir-:tra tE.:. · .. 'I'!-£ref ore, on our 
approach: ·:o t.,'le ··Thil'-assy t."rie Executive Protective Service Poii_cs gave us a 
little trouble. However, John Steinbruck did mar.age to _pr.ezs tne doorbell. 
A doonnan carre to t."1€: door and told us tJiat t..'!e B"r.bassy was· cJ.0sed fran 1-3 
p.m. and would \..e please return at 3 p.m. 

, ' . . 
We , .. ~::·!"lt to have lunch during which time Sister A.r:.n Gillen,. c·.:<.i.:~t.::d Drinan' s 
of:fi1..:·;::- to ar:r-ange for him or his office to call t.11e Ei'nbf.ssy 1T'2~2.mzing the 
assL·: -.:?.nce t.'!Ja.t we WJuld be received at 3 c'clock . . There ····v.i0re ·£i1,re p:rsons 
cori!!e.~te<~ ~ . .:ith tli.e In~religious Task Force 'Who \.ac involved. , They ~re 
S.is te::: P..2m ·Gille.i.1, The Rev. and Mrs. John Ste·: ribr-ud~, Donald N"·21. son of 
I:ut :·:2r.-ar~ Social Services and Ke:i.th Martin, a layman ·or"! tl-:::: staff of the New 
Yer}~ ·.:·reS:.:~[....erian Church. 

On c.-.:x retur.r. to th,2 !'.Inbassy sho:ctly after 3 p.rr.. ,. •:::: ·::'2::-e ad'.ri:,;2d th;'.!·:: the 
Minis·ter Counsel,.):( VvDuld see L'l.ree of us . Sj.ste.r . ~l~::.~ .,J(;~--i_11 S·. c-~;rJ)r..lc~· . 
and I rret -:vi.L'1 ~1 2.!!d one of his aides for ~:: 15.t.~le !1~.v1.·,-:-. tr.:.a·-- .. ::..(! :,'!1.ir.t.::_.:-~s . 

T".nc· :'.ollowir:4 is a. rec~~p of the points ::r.ade by th:= rc:;p::·e.sen.t:ld.ve~:. '.)f ::he 
:L .. t2~religid-Is ·rask Force: 

1. Appreciation for ;v'.h.~t Austriz had donC:";. 
2. ~::-:pression of she.ck ·at what had happened :;...'l!d .r:e:::ir o.: t -::._ '~~:' r : ~ .:Cf\Jel . · :·s 

~yf gi<..ring :i.n -to Arab terrorists_. 
3. '1.~1e hope that the situation could be rec~ifi.,:.':C ? , 
4. ':.'~1at if int.erreligious auspices v.X:>ulcl b:: l;c::~.~:·:t'":.:l. ~:..'.:\<::::: the: C'hr -L-; tia.:.15 

:.-:elieved -:hat such a·,~spices could be ;n.::d2 2:v;:,.i lablc: :::·:;.:r0~12. 

L1~ .. !'t:.:dof sky rrade seve:!:al. points: · 

l. ·Ir.e flnbassy "Iii.BS always open to us as is t}-.~ colh:ti:y. 
2. 'I"nat there were never any intentions of .ir.~ped.ii1g t:r..::: ;Sit. 
3. '.:..,.here were very severe security problei-ns L"l Schc::::-2.c~ ? 
4. ·!'!'.at .it was really a matter of organizati9n. 
5 . ~re e."'.pressed the hope that there might be other f:C:cts f ::ir t:x-ar!Sit • 

.. · 

·::,i . 

tc..: 
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Page 2 
October 2, 1973 

There was no direct confrontation with Rudofsky as tq what was rreant by 
"it was a matter of organization." Everyone in the room was in agreerrent 
with the hope that scmething could be worked out. 

The meeting of the representatives ·of the Interreligious Task Force on 
Soviet Jewry with the Minister Counselor leaves open an option for further 
conmunication in the event that you may want to consider it. 

Just for the record, I .sent the following personal telegram to the Austrian 
Th'U:xl.ssy on September 30th: 

"Shame. Shame on your Governrrent. " 

Regards, 



)(r,.,.~t_'uml'to llt't' 

KAHi lll A. BOl lN(N · 
'""'"1f'f'll(' 

liCA881 IUOAH CAttN 
H,.., y°' .. 
RA881 ART HUR OOV KAHN 
lulu 

RABBI AR fHUR I. I (l YVtlO 
(.l_<',•fld 
llA881 fMANUll stA.Cl(MAN 
N~ 'l"Ol4 

RA881 SAMU(l SCHAfl(R 
ll1Al>1n.1 

RABBI MAX A. SHAPIRO 
Mmtti.~lo 

RABBI SOlOMON J. SHARrMAN 
l100U~n 

RA.881 H IUCL E. SllV£RM AN 
Br.,~1lr H1lh 

KA881 OlJOLCY W(IN8Ul:G 
M1lw.1ult••r 

,,,,, (#o.Jotl'l't•·l'I 

•stA881 MURRI~ ll(8U'MAN 
•RABBI MONJUS ADUit 
RA.881 DAVID I . COLOVENSl(Y 
RA BBI IRVING llHRMAN 
RA881 0U0l(Y W(IN8UG 

~ 
~ 

RABBINICAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

1290 A.VENUE or THE· AMERICAS. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 
PLAZA 7·1500 

October 1, 1973 
6irtttOI 

RABBI (Al l A. JORDAN 

day of 
Obviously . . 

one stroke, 

THE ACT OF TERRORISM IN AUSTRIA that took place on the second 
Rosh Hashanah shook the Jewish world in a very profound way. 
it was more than an attack on individuals; it ·touched, with 
some of .~ur most sensitive nerves . 

the intimidation of a soverei~, democratic state by two armed 
thugs and .its subsequent capitulation to blackmail. 

the attempt to coerce the Soviet Jew who has a·lready risked 
everything to emigrate. 

the concerted effort to further isolate Israel and to punish 
any ~ountry ·or government that .is warmly disposed toward her . 

At this moment we cannot know what the ultimate results of the "invasion of Vie~a" 
. will be. Certain things, however, are obviou~: 

1 . Schoenau was a very . efficient, and relatively economical, operation . It enabled the 
Jewish Agency to assemble groups of emigres in a secure and relatively ineipensive environ­
ment until they could be helped to continue their journey to Israel~ 

2 . It reduced significantly the number of . flights necessary for the allyah because 
pl anes could be sent full rather than partly filled. 

3. · It enabled the Jewish Agency to begin the process~ng of Soviet Jews as soon as they 
set foot in the free world and. thus helped to speed the absorption process upon their 
arrival in Israel. ·· 

' . 
One thing remains very clear. Any alternative arrangements will be very expensive. The 
burden of sec~rity, additional transportation expenses and the need for multiple and dis~ 
persed centers, with resulting increases in the cost of administering them, all point: t:o 
f.urthe.r dis~ocations in the Jewish Agency budget for the coming year. 

Thank heaven that the Russian emigration continues unabated. 3,065 Jews. arrived during .· 
the month of September and the . prognos~s is for continued emigration of at least the same 
rate . Orte of ·the three Russian Jews taken hostage said in a press interview that the 
terroris t attack would .not deter Soviet Je~s from seeking to emigrate .but rather , would 
strengthen their res olve to leave and to go to Israel. · · · 

It is essential that .. we make. our people aware of the implications of the ·situation. I 
trust that you will want .to make use of the enclosed statement of the Jewi·sh Agency 
Executive during Yom Kippur . I would appreciate copies .of anything that you say or 
write on the subject. 

EAJ : g~ 
enc. 
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~ TO IAVING BERNSTEIN UJAPP£AL NEWYORK 

"'' £•£CUTI" •ET T<>O•T IN •N £MENGENCT MEETI"' ••O ISSU£0 •OLLO•ING· ~ 
STATE~ENT. PLEASE MAKE SUllE STATEMENT GETS ~lllEST PUBLICITYt ~ 

CXJOTE TWE EX~CUTIVE OF THE JE",llSH ACUCT l'!ET TODAY IN SPECIAL 

EMERGENCY SESSICN TO DISCUSS THE CRIMINAL ACT OF TERRORISM 

COMMITTED AT THE CZECH-AUSTKIAN aCKOER AGAl~ST IMMIGRANT JE~S 

fRCM THE SOVIE! UNION •. '.HIS Ct?HIE, COMMITTED BY · TIOO · AttAa TERRORISTS, 

t!AS LED TO A SHOCKING DECISION OF THE AUSTRIA/I GOVER:-ll'<ENT 1"HICH 

1"1>0SES GRAVE DIFFICULTiEs UPON. IMMIGRANTS fll<ll't THE SOVIET UN ION av · 
lflPAIKING THE RIGhT or TR~NSIT TH~OUG~ ·~STRIA. THIS DECISICN 

. ENCOURAGES FURTHER TERRO~IST CRll-'.ES A~ll BLACKMAIL, All D THl<ESY 

CttEATES A MCST DM:GERCUS SITU~TIC~ FOR ANT STAoLE Gih'El<NHEl'ff, ITS 

SOCIETY APID THE LIFE or THE INDIVIDUAL. 

THE EXECUTIVE HEARD. A DETAILED RE?ORT FRC~ ~R. ISAAC 

P!-JJS_H, J.§.R~u.!_S. -!<t!3t\SS!< i)OR _TO . AUSTRIA, ON All THL !lEVELOP.HENTS FROM 

THE .. MoMENT OF THE . S£1 ZURE AND ABOUCTIO~ CF THE HOSTAGES~ INCLUDING 

BllTGOillW~~ijSTHE AUSTRIAN AUTHORITIES. 

THE EXECUTIVE HAS RECEIVED REPORTS FRO~ ALL OVER THE •ORLD ON ThE 

SHOCK A:-ID ALARM WHICH HAVE GRIPPED ENLIGHTENED W'JRLD OP.INION. 

STATEMENT AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS, THE PRESS, AND ALL PUBLIC MEDIA 

H.o\VE VOICED ThE SHARPEST CRITICISM AGAINST THE .DECISION. CF THE 

AUSTRIAN GOVERtll".ENT • . 

..£WISH CCHMUNl~IES THE WCRLD OVER HAVE ACTED l~~DIATELY TO EXPRESS 

THEIR ASTCNISH!f.ENT AND INDIG'~ATIOi'I AGAINST THE DECISICll. THE WAVE OF 

PRIOTE·ST COllTlllUES. TO SllELL, EMBRACING THE E~TIWE JEillSH PEOPLE. 

ThC: EXECUTIVE Of THE J£ '..;1s·H .\€EllCY REMINDS THE •.iORLD TtiAT l!-!MI GR.\TlCN 

FRCH THE SCVI ET Ulll ON IS SUCh All EXTR:.C~DI NARI LT Pl<uFOUND HUMt.N ANO 

~ 
,l. 
~ 
~ 
~ 
i! r: .:.. 
~ 
Ci 

~ 
BE ALLOl<IED .TO sTA':;o rn THE WAY OF THI~ l~:MIGRt.TION. IT MUST BE CLEAR ~ 

.~ t 
JEWISH PHENC~Er;o;; Tl1:. T IT Is I NCCUCE I ~ABLE THAT .\NYTH ING SHCULD 

- THH THIS l~~IGRATICN WILL corn1r;uE. TH.iT IT t:ILL GRo·,;, ANO THt.T ~ 
. .g ' 
._ EVERYTHING lilLL aE OOt<E SC THAT EVEi\Y JE# Wl-:0 LEAVES THE SCVIET. UN ION ~ 
~ ~ ~ WILL BE A6LE TO REACH ISRAEL IN SAFETY AND ~ELL-BEING • ~ t THE E~ECUTI VE er THC: .JE« I SH AGEtiC.Y Is ccc·:11 Zl.NT ANO APPRECIATIVE OF ~ 
ct! THE :.RRANGEMENTS MADE BY AUSTRll. ~ITH RESPECT TC THE . HUNDREDS CF ~ ·H :: ..- THOUSANDS OF IMl".IGR.\:-ITS WHO h.lVE PASSED THi!OUGH AUSTRIA SlllCE 1943 ;::: 
~ ~ 
'!<I FROM Mi.NT COUllTR IES· ON n1EIR flAY TO .ISl<AEL • .,e 
I! IT IS lllCONCE.1v:.:.LE THAT IT SHOULD aE THIS SA~iE AUSTRIA WHICH ~OULD :> 
~ .::. 

. et NOlll AOCPT A PCLICY wHICH 'llCULD C3STRUCT THE RESC\IE. OF JEflS, MW IN -~ . 

-~ -·· ·- ···so_oo.1 .r1G. ,BLEMl.SH-THE ~ .\Cf~l·RAelE-fllu~•U1Hl.i'llA~ -RECCi'l0· ..... 111cw11As- AL;.-Avs··- ··· ·~ . 
,;: Ctit.l<ACTERIZED THE PCLICY CF THE AUSTiHA~I GO~EliNr:ENT ~ 
~ THE EXECUTIVE OF THE JE#ISH· .. AGE:icy Ut!GES THE GOVER:•'.'1ENT OF AUSTHIA ! 
;::: TO RE SC I ND I TS DEC I;; I ON AllD TC cc:m NUE I TS ~OL I CY CIF ~:AK HJG ~ 
J-.-a AVAIL·~:.LE Ft.CILITIES 411'1 ARRAl;G(~ENTS FCR TnE TRMISIT CIF JEllS FROM =l 
--=a THE SOVIET UNIC:; TO ISRAEL • UNuUOTE ~ 

2. FO~ YOUR INFOF.~ATICN I 
ti 

A. Till THIS MllNT C: ·,;E HAVE !IOT 3EE!c APPl<C.A:t'ED BY ThE .AUSTRlt.N · • 

AUTHORITIES RE SCHC~.\U CAMP {If, ANY OTl•ER A?~A~CE~ENTS I~ t.USTRlt. 

B. AkRIVALS F'1C::. RUSSIA FCR . SEPTE:-lf)Eil -3')65. INCLUill:;:; m ARRI VED 

Tl11S MORNHiG IN I SRAEL 

YESTEl!DAYS A~RIY,': LS SCHO~AU -72 

TCDAT TILL Nv:t -1~') 

c.~OOi) OF IMY.IG~ANTS GCiOD so' IS THE MOOD OF · THE CREW IN VIE~NA ANO 

SCHONAU . . . . 
D. ·~E ARE co~:CEkNTRATING ALL OUil EFFORTS c~ THE AUSTRI A~' <.CVEklll'.ENT 

TO HESCINO ITS L;ECl:ilCtl ;.'E ARE $UllE YOU Ail[· MAKINC E ·~ERT EFFORT 

Ill SAME DIR[CTI C~ 

SHANA T~VA AND DEST AEtA~DS 

l. DULZ Ill 

'J . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date October 1, 1973 

to Bertram Gold 

~/ from David Geller 

subject October 1 Presidents Conference Meeting re Austria 

Max Fisher reported on the current status of the situation, 
pointing out that (1) the Austrian Government has as yet not 
approached the officials of Schonau; (2) that the controversy 
surrounds the camp itself and not necessarily the concept of 
transit through Austria; (3) emigrants are still being processed 
through Schonau, and indeed 180 were processed this morning; and 
(4) the U.S. is involved in several ways, for example, financial 
assistance for the transit operation. 

Jacob Stein reported that he and several others will be meeting 
with the Austrian Ambassador and with the "head of the U.S. 
State Department" some time today. Golda Meir will be meeting 
with Chancellor Bruno Kreisky tomorrow. Stein then reported on 
a number of statements made over the weekend, and referred to a 
telegram which he had sent in the name of the Presidents Confer­
ence to K~rt Waldheim (who, of course, ~s an Austrian.) 

The Jewish Labor Conunittee has been in contact with Bruno Pitter­
man, the leader of the Austrian Socialist Party, who is also the 
current President of the Socialist International as well as 
Chairman of the Committee on Soviet Jewry of the Council of 
Eu.rope. It was agreed that this avenue could be most effective, 
bearing in mind that Golda Meir is a Vice-President of the 
Socialist International. 

There was further discussion on possible activities. Marie Syrkin 
and Judah Shapiro pushed for an ad, strictly on the terrorist 
issue, which would be signed by Jews and non-Jews. · After some 
discussion, it .was decided that it would be difficult not to 
link the issue of terrorism and the issue of Schonau, and that 
it would also be difficult to word the ad in a non-accusatory 
way and, furthermore, that this kind of an ad would not be help­
ful and at least ought to wait for the outcome of the meeting 
between Golda and Kreisky. There was some feeling that Kreisky 
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ought to be given an opportunity to develop a "climb-down" 
position • . 

Steiri ·suggested to Henry Siegman that he should be contacting 
Christians. This gave me the opening to .report on our activ·i- · 
ties vis-a-vis the Interrelig.ious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, 
and. suggesti~g the possibility that we might contact Cardinal 
Koenig in Austria. Stein said, ''Very good" ••• took notes ••• , 
but before the close of the meeting turned to Siegman again and 
said, "Remember we've got to get in touch with the non-Jews." 

. . ·. ~ 

I was rather surprised that there was little discussion of the 
repor.ts tha.t the Austrian Goverrunent itself had proposed the . 
closing of Schonau. At first Max Fisher s~id t;:hat this was i1.ot· 
correct information • .. Later, how~ver, Naomi Levine showed the 
October .1 JTA story to Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg who tq~n said) "Yes, 
it was an issue, ••• that .notwiths:tanding effective Austrian 
security, the Government was still worried about the number of 
suspe·cted .Arab terrorists . who were in Vienna.,; .in other words, · · 
the Austrian Government was indeed probably looking for a way to 
get nut from under wha:t they must consider a burdensome· a.nd worri­
some chore • . 

. . 

The Presidents Conference· wilr b'e dl.str.ibuti.ng-:a:· state·m~nt ·t'od~y·~ · ··· 
and will probably reconvene on We.dnesday to repor'.t on ·the· meet~ · ·: 
ings . in Washington, as well as the Golda-Kreisky meeting in · 
VienQa. The · statement they are . distri~uting. will make two points. 

1) Dismay at the apparent ending, after ·some two decades, of 
.Austrian hospitality to refugees. 

2) Shock at the Austrian Government's submission 'to terrorism • 

. ·Additional note: Official figures for September: 3,065. 

cc: Morris Fine 
Hyman Bookbinder 
Morton Yarmon 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date Oct. 2, 1973 
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to Maro Tanenbatµ11 DI 
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a. 
c from Mort Y armon 

. ~ubJect 3 
If' you do anything on the . Austrian sit• 
uat1on· ili your WINS broadcast this .com­
iilt~ Sunday, you .rriiJ.1· want to quote :from 
the attaohe• AJC statement. 



FRO?~a Morion Y~ . 
D~or. or ru~ic :rtaat10na 
AmGJ>ice.n Jowl.sh C~ttee 
165 Ee.s~ S6t.~ ~treat 
N'!V Iork, N.I. l0022. 
Phon&a (Office) i"I.sza l-4000 

(li«a) 755-ll.87 

Nnt roll1 Sept. 29 .~. The exstP.it1ve h!iad ot t.'le. Am&J-1caD Jew!sb CcnaittGo t~q 

expres.aed tha b9p9 tnat Austria's deo1o1on to curb the tlO'J of eaigating SoVtet 
•··. 

Jws vas tellpora77, end that Austria's. ac:lstcsarr hospitality" would b& ~ . . ~ 

11A.n;rthtng al" tfould be too incredible to con~pl.ta~, tT &aid ~·t.nm ff. 

Gold* ~~.1\1T'1 Vice P'reaidcmt or ~ u?-ye8r-old ~&n1Mt1on dedicated to pro-

t..ecUng tM rights or .tew and ct.bar' n1no:r1t.1u 1n the u.s. snd elsGt-IMre. 

Mr. Gol.•.:tta tuU state:r.ent f'ollowau 

put tov 1'Hrs, it has. ~ their couraee to o;>&ek out and th~ir doterminat1on to 

csk.<) any eeorif'lce fo~ the r .ight to l.ea.ve th9 .Soviet Union. Mo Sovio_t Jev. hostage 

·or not, vot>ld t.S&Ot to see th9 flow at J'-GVisb -·~1#-itIOti:"throug.'1 . t,.ustl"ia int~r­

rupted. One ce.n enlj ho~ that ChancellOl" ?£re:1s~ vaa mmo~iag a mCGantary 

de.ei&io.'l to cur? thll ~gr&ti.oza of S-cr..rlet Jews in crder to nave th~ lives of the 

hoat~ges., and that ~ oustmary hoe?it&li"tT sh01m b:f l:tistria 'to eG.i8rati.J!6 SOYiet 

J"ew vill be ~uo..~ ~ta~. lcythiag else llallid b9 too .tncr~iblfJ tG eon­

tespl.aie.o-

N.Y.Times, A.P., U.P.I.,J.T.A.,N.Y.Daily News . 



DRAFT 

MEETING WITH CHANCELLOR BRUNO KREISKY OF · AUSTRIA 

Attended by: 

October 26, 1979 

M I N U T E S 

Mr. Maynard Wishner, Head 
Mr. Nprman Alexander 
Mr; Theodore Ellenoff 
Mr. Jerome Greene 
Mr. Robert Rifkind 
Mr. Jerome. Shestack 
Judge Theodore Tannenwa1d, 

Mr. Bertram H. Gold 
Mr . Abraham Karl i kow 
Mr . David Geller 

of delegation 

Jr . 

. . 

·. 

Three subjects were brought· up with Chancellor Kreisky: Middle East; 
what would be the Austrian position at· the fortheoming Madrid meeting :for 
Helsinki Pact follow-up; and recognition of the Austrian role as a trans~ 
migrant staging area for refugees from Eastern . Europe, and· particularly 
Jews from the U . S.S. R. ·· 

The Austrian stance at Madrid had been brought up in previous 
conversations with the Austrian Consul General, Mr. Thomas Nowotny, who · 
last August sent AJC .a letter (attached) outlining the position that 
Austria would be active with regard to the Helsinki human rights Prin­
ciple VII and the Pact Chapter en Humanitarian Considerations; but also 
expressed the hope that the atmosphere would be less "controversial" 
than was the cas~ at Belgrade; (This is an indirect reference to the 
f ".ct :that many nations at Belgrade believed the U.S. human rights stance 
challenging the Soviets by naming cases of specific human rights via-· 
lations was too provocative.) Mr. Kreisky was asked was this "con­
troversial" reference meant, i.e., would Austria be low profile in its 
support of human rights issues. He replied that, ·as his recent Czech 
experience had shown, human rights issues were by definition contro­
versial. 

Regarding movement of Jews fro~ the U.S.S.R., Mr. Kreisky pointed 
out the Dutch handing out visas for Israel in Moscow had the easy role 
but that his governinent was undertaking a responsibility that was quite 
costly in ~erms of guards~ manpower and police resources, etc. A move­
ment of more than 200,000 Jews had gone through Austria without a single 
life being lost, he emphasized. (Thi.s latter doubtless was an indirect 
reference to the Schonau camp closing under PLO terrorist threats to 
shoot three Jewish hostages unless Schonau was shut down.) Also, during 
the meeting, he made two other references to this subject: 
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. · - --' .Me : d~cl ared that the . ~ui.-~i:~-~s_; k.~-~~ · ~1\ q_b~-~t ·:.\.h~1~ d ·~~;~~u:t:s ~to~'., t 
the United .States and tha_t poss-i-bly .tbey m.i'g~,t- son:iet.i.mes, use ~thi·s , a.s 
an ·excuse to 1 imit or ·halt emigr~tiOn.:.-:b.u .. t . tha·t :suc;:h· .a '-halt wo.uJd ~b,e 
vi rt_ua l ly· certain i,f . J~ws fr.0)11 th.e .-U. S· .. S ;~R. :.wo_µ-l_d -b_e· .u.seq rto:r;settl~ 
the West . Ba·n·~, · becau·se th i's would :bri:r1g_ ~tqo muc.h :flak· J r.pm :the.= Ar.:a,b 
countries. do.wn on the Soviets· for.·.the U._S.S :R_. to·.-i-.gnqre . ., .. -, ; ::_ 

.. .: . . ~~ ,, 1·:. r . • ; ~: .• <". 

--- That the Vienna movement was .for .him.an ~ndicaiion . of the . 
kind of troLibJe::that A~_afat dol!btless ~ou.l-~::ma.ke : bu.:.t . ~as; .~ot :mak:ing:; . . 
for it would _be ,virtu.ally impossible for. A.ustria .. to ' blo~k q ·deter­
mined PLO a ttempt . .- to: act against the movement of So vi et Jews: hence, 
of Arafat reasonableness. · 

. . . . 
.... .. i··· ·. - . · .. ·. .. ~ ·· c.·~ ... :-. ~ .. .. - .: .. · ~r ~: -· .. : . .. ;_ ·:: : .. ·· ..;. ~ : . 

PY:acti~ally al_l .the )lleeting:,, lastiD9 -.we~. l ~·over· an :h9.ur, was:. ap_ou_t the 
Middle East. M,eeti ng Jewi s .~ Journa lis_-ts ,.a_~ .th.e· /~Jc~ ofif:i~.es.: .at ;·:t~e :c-1 ose 
of the meeting (they . . had .been .. adv·i-seq :.O~·, :·H;;by -1~he ·!AusJrri:al'l,ii .. , _not ·the · 
AJC)', the Chanc.ellor c-haracter:-i_zed .. his· :discu·s·s·ions:-wi:th>th.e. A~C _,Je~dership 
as "controversial." Maynard Wishner. as head of the AJC delegation, summed 
up to the press the essential difference between Mr. Kreisky's view that ., . 
Israel' woul~; ~~ve · to .. recognize .the :._na_tion~l -~ri·gh~s . , of :~h~r~P.ale.~\jnJans 
an9 that the P.tp was. thei:r repr-.esen:ta·t _-i-ve :an_d:~th_e.: -A\JC ·:'(:i~e.w:· :·:.thatl"-the 
AJC believed ·that one ll}ust· do ,all . o:ne _coµld ·~t.o .. ,suppor:.t:"t-he. : C~mp ·David". 
process, Whi c.h_'.·w.as: .. the ·:one!-on-goi ng. ,mea,n_.i ng f.u!l -.1ef.Jor.t -{o;r.~ pea:C~ '.~'- ·.,~~?·t. . ., '. . 
this gave ·the ·opportunHy. {qr Pa l1~_stin ·ian:<~l!::t.onomy· anJhexpr:ess:ion: ~ ·;and 
that, therefore, an;Y.th i·ng ·,whi«~h:~!=on~r:adi_;ct~d·:" t.re ;:C'amp: ,QaN~:d : ,,pr:oces.~ .. or · 
led in other: ·di r:ecti ons .wa:s· des truct.i v.e .. ·~ ,.,,.,, ;- :• --~ .. : · ·? c : ·: ·:> -t-· :=. r ''· ·-. · -. : , 

• • ' • • • • • •• l • • ... • • • • • •• • , •• · · .• . . .. , .. • • -· • • .. • • .. • 

-= •. .- •• . - -:·· - : · ': . . · -:~" :... ·~ " ! :· ~ •. , ~- r. ,'·. · ::~-~ ! .:.;: :~ " .. ~ :.-. ~ .: ;,. ·-, · :.:. 

Thi.s ·b.a s i.e. 1;hem~ t.i.c -d·ifJer:e.rice .. w.a:s_. :P·J aye.O:. 9u.t· in: t _he '-1 ; ter~a n y .:_dozens 
of que'.s t i_ons_~:·tQ_.Gha·ncel_ 1 or..: Krei ~ kYn_and ~n~i.-~.:: .r;eiH~J.~5-~, i dur::i n_g·,the. · rne~t--i ng; ,. 
To .cite several. key - .e1<amµ,.le.s ~:~ ... · . .-... . ·-.: ., ,,,,·~;:c;: .1·~·~· · 1!·"°--'11:- ' i (~~:1.; 1.'<>.· '-·· .. ·:»:·, . · . . . 

. . ... . ..... ·· •. · • r ~ . . ... ~ ::<: . ..... _~ ......... ~~ · }".:. .. ... ·.·~ . ~· ~ p- :: ..: ~ .. ~ -: ·j~ > .... ; i : · ·:;·; \·:·~;·; . > .-: i·~ r~ ... :. ·,... . .. 
v' . ~<.: ' The ~~g~inent was ~ade 'that' ~r, ... Kr~i"sky's eq~'ati'c)ri :befbre , .. the·.· . '. 

· ·= 'lJN'-..: "The Pal es ti pi an. s tde ; woul9 · h~ v~ to·~ ·ac~,no~J,edge ·:a.s:.- .. !!:: •rea l:i=.t.Y. the . 
. :., .. exist~nce of -th!=! state of _.lsra~) a."nd :ls.r.ael ·:·\'/QU·l9. h'ay.e ·tp. re,co.gn:fze · 

the rfational .r,.i_ghts: qf-,the: Pal~stj _n-i.an~· "-:-.:-W9·S : ~omp.letely"{\J11e,quaJ :- s:ince . 
I srae 1 was al rea.dy .a· "repogn i ze9-. .i; ta·:te · whe.rea-.s-, <the , p.~ l~st5:ri.:ia.ns were not; . · 

. . and what had . to, be deman_ded::··.of: any· .o:ther . Ara~· side would be recognition 
of the legitimacy of the Israeli reality, and Isr.ael 's right' to secure 
borders . · Mr . . Kreis ky declared ·that. t~e: ·.e~s.e.nt~ al. mj ssJng~ ~elem.ent. was ·: . .­
that ~fa national P!!J~stjrie ident-ity .. . -.e-; .,_,,,':'- . : .. : .. :·:·- 1 ·~:'-:. '" · .-. ' .. .. ·::'i 

. i . . . ·4.. : ... : .. "::;: .. ~---... ~ ·. · .. :::. ::,r;::.~(;:::·:· .. !. ·:~ . , .. ,:: : :f,·~ ~ : 

--- Why is it· that th'i s questi,on of na·ti>onpJ-." Pa:le.s_t:.i:n_e :i·dentii.ty never 
had been raised when the areas .in quest.i'on were, under .. Arab,. control?, he 
was ch(iJlenged'._,. The world changes and develops, he re.plied; . and no on~ . .. 
can deny that this sense ~f Palestinian identity and national~tx exist · 
today. He had told his· good frien_d Sada.t "trpm the outset that t.h.e ' Cam.P .. 
David accords could '-not satisfy .the Palestinians or the Arab nations and 
that the latter would not be drawn into : a more . ~omprehensiv~ ~ettlemeht 
on this basis. · · · · .. . 

• . .. • j . ... 
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Had he not, in effect, then, prejudg.ed the Camp Davi<I accords· 
and contributed to the negative Arab reaction by failing to give support 
to the one on-going peace process that had demonstrated results, ~urting 
his good friend Sadat as well as the Americans and Israelis in their 
peace effort? 

Mr. Kreisky replied that he was for the Camp David accords and that 
he had mentioned in his UN speech it had had a value for Egypt and for 
Israel but that it was clear that the Palestinians and others would not 
participate in it. Later, in answer to press questions and the state­
ment of the AJC position by Mr. Wishner, he forcefully affirmed that 
he too was for the Camp David agreements but in the same way that his 
friend Sadat was: that the Palestinians had to be given full autonomy . 

---It was pointed out to Mr. Kreisky that President Carter had de­
clared that none of the Arab leaders, in private conversations, had 
declared that they wanted an independent Palestinian state, or one 
controlled by the PLO. He replied that President Carter was wrong, 
that his own conversations had convinced him otherwise, that we and 
the U.S. government were the last ones not to recognize what everybody 
else already did with regard to Palestinian identity and the PLO. 
During the course of the questioning, he made reference to the fact 
that the Western European nations were rapidly moving toward greater PLO 
recognition; that time was not on Israel's side given the growing Arab 
oil and financial strength; that the Connally position was an indication 
of a shift beginning in the U.S.; and that he worried when the U.S. would 
really begin to feel any .oil shortage one risked increased anti-Semitism 
·and anti-·Israel hostility. 

--- The Chancellor denounced Israeli bombing of Southern Lebanon 
as a political disaster for Israel losing it friends even among its 
staunchest European allies such as the Dutch, for Dutch and Irish 
troops in Southern Lebanon were writing· back tb their newspapers and 
families as to the effects of these bombings. 

. .. 
--- The Chancellor was challenged as to whether an independent. 

Palestinian state would not constitµte both a danger to its neighbors 
and act as a Soviet-sponsored trouble-spot. He replied that the con­
servative Arab states were much more worried about the effects of the 
Iranian revolution and the growing fundamentalist strength that re­
sulted, that even a nation like Saudi Arabia was worried about the 
fundamentalists; and that these countries felt more secure with the 
Palestinians present because they saw them as a check to a possible 
fundamentalist takeover. In short, these states were worri.ed about 
fuhdamentalists and not the PLO. He did not accept the propo~ition 
that the PLO .would be a Soviet pawn. The PLO was presently taking help 
from whereve.r it could get it; but this did not mean that once inde• 
pendent it would act as a Soviet·s~rrogate. · 
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--- Th~ Chancellor was asked why ·in his UN speech he had given 
credit for the Camp David ·peace process only to President Sadat and not 
to Mr. Beg in as well. He replied .that that was because only President 
Sadat, in his opinion, had taken ·any political risks, in initiating 
the process. He declared that he was not against Mr. Begin, as wit­
nessed by an interview he had given Mr~ S~lzburger, declaring that 
Mr. Begin was the only one, like De Gaulle with regard to Algeria, 
who could make the necessary concessions . . Were the Camp David 
accords truly a fi~~t step only, he would be in full ~ support of them, 
but in fact the U.S. and Egypt had not put enough pressure on Israel 
and thus allowed the Camp David agreement to become a side issue, and 
Israeli-Egyptian accorrunodation had made the general problem ore 
difficult to resolve. . 

In the course of his conversat1o~, the Chancellor declared that 
surely we knew that Mr. Begi~ was ill, and that the Israeli government 
today gave no sense of leadership; .that we ought to consider the im­
plications of the Dayan resignation ~s pointing; he implied, to the 
necessity of recognizing the real fact~ in the Middle East, as he was 
doing. 

He often referred to his ow~ experi~nce in negotiating with the 
Russians for. full Austrian independence in the early 1950s to draw 
the analogy. that just as the .Austrians had rejected anything less 
than full independence and autonomy, even under d.ifficult .situations, 
so too would the Palestin.ia·ns. He did not seem to have a very high 
opinion, in his remarks, of Yassir Arafat as a political leader, ·but 
declared th.at he was a realist and a moderate relative to other PLO 
leaders, and that he was the only one in that complex to have the 
kind of mass support to hold the movement together; that he was a man 
of the masses and 'that the other PLO 1 eaders needed· him ore than he 
needed them .. With suitable encouragement, and Israeli recognition, 
Arafat would be able to overcome the resi'stance of PLO hardliners. 

As he has in various interviews, Mr. Kr:eis.ky repeated his im­
pression that at some point the Palestinj.an·s ·would be taking over · 
Jordan to '· create a greater Palestinian ,. state; and he made passing 
reference to the idea that eventually nne might see a kind of 
federalist Palestinian-Israeli state. · · · 

As Mr. ~reisky was leaving, he asked Bert Gold and· Jerry Shestack: 
How does it come ·about that American Jews have ·so much influence with 
the U.S. but not with the Israeli . government? The answer w~~ given 
that this was logical inasmuch as we are ·American citizens and not 
Israelis . Mr. Kreisky responded poli.t_ely but the sense ·of what he , 
said was "kvatch." · · 

DG/ASK:ac 
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ADDENDUM TO KREISKY ~INUTES 

During the course of the conversation, Chancellor Kreisky ·was 
asked if he could be of assistance on two points: 

With regard to prisoners of conscience and refusniks in the 
Soviet Union; with regard to Jews. in Syria. · 

Concerning Jews in the U.S.S.R. · and human rights activists, Mr. 
Kreisky made clear that there were constant conversations between 
the Soviets and himself ori various individual cases and that the 
Austrian government had had some success with individual cases. 
One difficulty was that the Russians were loathe to release people 
for whom public campa.igns were being carried on, because, they said, 
any release then would seem as a result of outside pressure rather 
than on the basis of behind-the-scenes Austrian requests. This was 
a permanent dilemma, but Austria would continue . 

With regard to Mr. S~charansky, Chancellor Kreisky felt there 
was no hope at all for the Russians had told him flatly that he was 
a spy , no matter what anybody else said. He alluded to a case of an 
Austrian being held in the U.S . concerning whom the U.S. government 
had given him the same kind of flat answer. 

Concerning the Syrians, Ch~ncellor Kreisky obviously felt he had 
no particular influence that would allow him to intercede. In his 
view, he pointed out at another occasion in the conversation, Mr. 
Assad is not anxious to see the peace process proceed because ex- · 
ternal tension vis a vis Israel could be the only means he has for 
uniting behind him what is now a badly split .country. 
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. Rabbi Ml}rc H. · T~nba um 
.Aineridan J :2wish Committee . 
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The ff.rs~~ the Austrian government .J;o_ tfl:e · 

ti' ~--.l. demands of the Arab terrorists wQ.i.eb has J.ea to e aac,;i;s&Pi:i -~/ 
· W. closl~wn the transit center . in Vienna for Soviet Jews IP_ 

11 
o~ 1"-\> ~ c;"" \uf~ ~~-> 

has f.illed the Jewish community here and abroadfi.th dismay/jZGJl-

A .:. · ,._, ·r~. ~ I ~ .IB~e-t~~~Jil,be a more ap..gp~ao~. To Jews 

who liv~d through the . Nazi holocaust, Austria ~es ~o ~ 
-1~ "' i t.~ bloodshed that to be c ompelled to reenact a new . 
v~'O . . . 
·~ experience of Arab terror in that setting of Jewish nightmares 

is almost psychologic r::.lly ur.ie.ndurable •. 

In 1938, fmolf Hitler pressured and threatened Austria, . 

and Austi!ra succumbed. Chancellor Kurt von Scbussnig determined 

to ·make concessions to Hitler, believing that in this way be 

could save Austrian independ·e·nce. Without firing a shot, and without 

. the slightest interference from other powers, Hitler annexed 
and its 7 million sub'jects 

Austria to the German Reich and ~:a!hned a strategic posi·tiori of 

immense value. He possessed not only the gateway to south,west ~ 
. . 

Europe, but the cert·ainty ·that . neigh'tee FP ane e nor Great · Britain 

would stop bis next aggressiono For Germany, this was the 

~eginning of the blurnenkriege, the flower w~. Not bullets but 

flowers greeted our soldiers, Goebbels declared as the German 

armies movied into Vienna and later ~ragae and the rest of Europe. 

Is .. the Austrian gov.ernment .repeating that tr~gic 

histx:>ry of supine capitulation to intimidation and blackmail, thi& 

time from Arab terrorists instead of· Nazi terrorists? Such ·surrender 
\ 

can only encourgage international terrorism and vi~lence again~t 

not only Jews but against all innooent people. If public policies 
\ 

\ 
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of great sovereign nations are· to be determine·d by· a hand:flit.l 

·Of guerrillas, there is no hope for world peace and order. The 

Ausgrian government has a moral obligation to the world c6~--:;unity 
· ! • its . . .. 

to reconsider its surrender b:6/sovereign preDDg~tives, m d to · 

reinstate transit .facilities .for Russian Jews and others who 

deserve · to have th eir .. ··el ement a:ay human rights honored and 

protected . 
. \ . 
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WHILE ER APPRECIATIVE OF HU1!ANITARIAN CONTP..IBU!ION OF THE 

AUSTP.IAN GOV.t.:R!@~NT SINCE WORID WAR II IN ASSISTING REFUG;;:F..s AND 

EMIGP..ES, BOTH JEWISH Al\'!D CHRISTIAN~ WE ARE DEEPLY DISTRESSEID AT 

YOUR GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO AC~EDE TO BUCKMAIL DD.!ANDS OF 
SURRENDER 

ARAB TER.'rtORISTS. SUCH UUXIm1 CAN ONLY ENCOu"RAGE INTERNATIONAL 

TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE AGAINST THE IMNOCENT. IF PUBLIC POLICIES OF 

G..~FAT SOVEREIGN NATim5 ARE TO BE DErERMIN.ED BY A HAN:illi'UL OF 

GUERILIAS, THERE IS NO HOPE FOR WOP.!JD PEACE AND ORD.ER. URCIB 

AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT TO RECOMSIDER SURRENDER OF SOVER~IGN 

PEROGATIVES. 




