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TO: AJC OFFICERS§4 STAFF ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FROM: Marc H. Tanenbaum

DATE: February 19, 1984

RE: REPORT ON FEDECO CONFERENCE IN GUATEMALA#

At the invitaetion of FEDECO, the Federstion of Jewish communities
of Central America, I attended their 1llth National Conveetion held 1n
Guatemala City and Antigua from Jan. 25-29, 1984. It was an unpreceds
enyed meeting, I was told, in that this was the first time that the
heads of each of the Jewish communities of Central and Latin American
couhtries participated in a FEDECO meeting, together with U.8. Jewish
repressntatives, Israeli Ambassadors from Guatemala (who also cavers
El Salwador and Honduras), Costa Rican and Panzma were also present.

AJC was represented, in addition to myself, by Sergio Nudelstejer
- who played a key role in helping FEDECO organize the conference -
with William Gralnick and two Miami lay AJC people, Stephen Kantor
and Faith Meznikoff (both Spanish-speaking) taking part as observess.
The ADL was pepresented by Rabbi Morton Rosenthal, their Latin American
director, who was present for one day. HIAS was repressnted by Edwin
Shapiro and Karl Zuckerman.

This was an extremely rich and important experience, both
professionally and personally, in that it afforéed me the opportunity
to become acquainted with the key Jewish leaders of Jewish commumities
from every Central and South American country, as well as to gain
first-hand insights as to how Jewish leadership views their situgiton
in the turbulent Central American Region. Institutionally, it was
a major breakthrough for AJC's Latin American program in that I
was invited to deliver a major address on Friday evening, as well
as the opening prayer-statement. Throughout the proceedings, Sergio
and I made interventions on substantive issues, and it became evident
from comments that Latin American Jews present began to view AJC as
a central responsible resource concermed about their welfare.

The conference was held in an atmosphere of considerable
anxiety. The Sandanista revolution in Nicaragua of 1979 was clearly
viewed as a political earthquake, and the omgoing struggles between
the military juntas and Marxist radical forces in E1 Sglvador, Guate-
mala, and Honduras have created widespread feelings of insecurity
among Jewish communities in those countries. Those concerns spilled
over into the FEDECO conference. There had been rumors that the
- conference might be attacked by radicals (or "subsersiwes'") or the PLO
or both. The conference was therefore moved from Guatemala City to
Antigua, a 16th century city populated mainly by Mayan descendants
that was 45 minutes away by bus and situated in the Highlands. FEDECO
rented the entire Ramada Inn and sealed off the premises with a large
mumber of machine-gun toting security guards. As a result of thex
rumors, substantial numbers of delegates from Mexico and Costa Rica,
among others, decided at the last minute not &o attend.



FEDECO CONFEREKCE -2 - Tanenbaum
) In this report, I wish to treat in summary fashion with four
major themes: :

1) The internal Jewish commumal situation in Central America;

2) The geo-political situatiom in Central America and its
implications for Jewish communities in that region;

3) Meetings with Guatemala's Foreign Minister and the U.S.
Ambassador to Guatemala;

4) Israel-Central America relations - meeting® with four
Israeli ambassadors.

I - INTERNAL SITUATION OF JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA

The first session of the conference opened with @ panel of
reports by Jewish leaders on the respective condition of their
communities in E1 Salvador, Honduras,, Costa Rica, Panama, and
Nicaragua. Following are the hgix highlights of thelr reports

EL SALVADOR (Sr. Claudio Kahn, Vice-President, Comunidad Judia Salvador):
The Jewish community of El1 Salvador feels abandoned. Their

problems begam in 1979 when a Jewish consul was kidnapped and murdered.

A great many Jews left, including major Jewish institutions, such as,

the Jewish Agency, JNF, etc. There are now about 130 families left,

with some 97 families paying dues to the Jewish community (40 famllles

are in San Salvador.)

In 1981, their only Rabbi left for Pamama, "leaving us hanging
in the air." The synagogue was in a dangerous district, and it was
moved to 2 house in a2 safer district in San Salvador. "We are struggling;
we have a minyan almost every Friday night. Members cooperate and
everybbdy makes am efrort to keep the flame of Judaism alive._ We have
quite £ a few bar mitzvahs, but we have not had any marriage ¥ recently.

~ "We have 30 childremn, 8 to 20 years of age; they meet twice zm®m a month
. on Saturday mornings.We need help fom our children. They have great
enthusism to be together.

"We went to the Jewish Agency for help in getting a Rabbi; we got no
reply. We feel abandoned, left out. Ve need closeness with other Jewish
communities and must work to establish ties through FEDECO and other
groups."

NOTE: Sr. Ernesto Freund, president of the Salvador Jewish Community,
was present at the conferenee. Freund, a wealthy businessman in San
Salvador, was threatened by "subversives" whom reports indicated were
planning to kidnap him for some $10 million. He fled to Miami and now
commutes to the Guatemalan border every month where he mExsx meets his
bussness managers from San Salvador and supervises his commercial affairs.
Fr
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c/c w/ enc. N. Alter, M. Bander, E. Freund,
D. Mesnikoff
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Steve Cantor

to
Bill Gralnick
from
. Miami News Article
subject - .

For your files here is a copy of
Karen Payne's article.

Please write her a letter thanking
her for her time and urgin that the
paper broaden its coverage of Central
America. That way she will have something
to take to her editors.

I will have sent this to FEDECO and
our national office by the time you receive
1%
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As for the photos I regret to inform you
that Murphy's Law is alive and well. Having
fina3ly caught up with everyone, the photographer
ruined his film taking it out of the camera.

The editor didn't want to hold the article for
want of the pictures. Asi va la guerra... ‘~
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The Miami News e

Stronger ties wuth
Central American
-Jews i is group s goal

MREN PAYNE
tiamm) News Reporter

The American Jewish Committee in

. Miami intends to multiply links between

Dade County and the struggling Jewish
communities of Central America.

William Gralnick, executive director of
the committee, said plans are being dis-
cussed to send Miamians to Central Ameri-
ca to teach adult education courses. Also
under discussion are children's exchange
programs and annual meetings in Miami to
examine the problems of Central American
Jews.

"Gralnick and two other Miamians re-
cently attended a convention of Central
American Jews. They found that the Jew-
ish communities of Central America —
about 9,000 people strong — feel they have
been neglected by their counterparts inthe

United States.

Until recently little was heard from
Central America’s Jews because they *“like
to take care of their own business,” Gral-
nick said. But now, most of the Jewish
communities ‘are struggling for survival
amid civil conflicts and worsening eco-
nomic conditions.

Gralnick, Miami attorney Steven Cantor
and Faith Mesnekoff said they found pro-
found concerns among delegates to a meet-
. ing of the Federation of Jewish Communi-
+ ties of Central Amenca in Guatemala last
. month.

" Most Central American Jews want the
" United States to move forward with eco-
nomic aid to the region, as proposed in the
- Kissinger Commission reporrt Gralnick
said.
" .Gralnick said the Central American Jew-
ish communities are also seeking stronger
ties with Mexico, Argentina and Venezue-
. h' .

. In the past, Israél has given strong as-
" sistance to Central American Jews and
maintains close ties with some nations in
! the region, Gralnick said.

Israelis have served as rabbis, teachers,
. military advisers and agricultural workers

- in .most .Central Amenc.an countries, he
. said.

+ - israeli ties are pamculnrly close with
. Guatemala, which was a leader in recog-
nizing Israel and negotiating its entry to
the United Nations. Only 741 Jews now

‘ Theyaﬂ initend to stay
despite the turmoil around
them — unless they
absolutely have to leave ’

" — William Gralnick

live in Guatemala, Gralnick said.

He said Guatemala recently awarded
visas to 10 Cuban Jewish families and has
a policy of accepting Jewish immigrants
from other countries.

Gralnick said the survival of Jewish
communities in the countries of Central
America is tied to the survival of demo-
cratic societies in those nations.

According to Gralnick, the Jewish com-
munity in Nicaragua has shrunk to a hand-
ful of people. He said 200 or so have fled
— mostly to Miami.

In Honduras, only 100 or so Jews are
left, and most expect their community to
die out within a few years, he said.

Costa Rica's 3,000 Jews and Panama’s
5.000 worry less about emigration aad
more about loss of their Jewish identity
through inter-marriage and assimilation,
he said.

Gralnick said none of the Jewish com-
munities — except the 150-member com-
munity in El Salvador — feels a threat
“that their world will collapse.” |

“They all intend to stay despite the tur-
moil around them — unless they absolutely
have to leave,” he said. ;

According to Cantor, -each Central
American country is distinct. “You can
talk about common threads in these coun-
tries, but each is an entity with its own set
of problems,” he said. -

Gralnick said he went to Guatemala feel-
ing he was going into a “shooting gallery,”
but left feeling that l.lnngs were “well
under control.”- -

According to Mesnekoﬂ delegates to the
convention emphasized that “it's not so
dangerous down here (in Central America)
and (Miamians) shouldn't be so afraid to
come Lo see s, to visit us, to do business
with us.”
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The American Jawish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

78TH ANNUAL MEETING CONTACT: Press - Joyce Kaplan
MAY 2-6, 1984 Leonard Fink
WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL Ralph Bass

PARK AVENUE AT 50TH STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10022 TV-Radio-  Randall Czarlinsky
(212) 355-3000 Haina Just

Laurie Chock
PRESS ROOM: VERTES SUITE, 4TH FLOOR

FOR RELEASE AFTER 11 A.M.
THURSDAY, MAY 3, 1984

NEW YORK, May 3...A prominent Jewish leader from Guatemala City said

here today that turmoil in Central America caused by Soviet intervention was
threatening the future of Jewish communities in the region.

Speaking at a news conference at the American Jewish Committee's 78th
Annual Meeting, continuing through Sunday at the Waldor{f-Astoria Hbt'e'l,lMoise-s_- -
Sabﬁsj of Guatemala City, the vice-president of FEDECO, the Federation of
Central American Jewish communities, declared that "Jews are living at added risk

e in the region because their livelihoods depend on small businesses that are losing
investments, or on professional services that inevitably become nationalized in the
event of leftist takeovers."

Mr. Sabbaj came to the AJC ‘Annual Meeting to address its International
Relations Commission as an officially-appointed spokesman for FEDECO, the
central representative body of 10,000 Central American Jews in Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama and Nicaragua. Earlier in the week
(May 1), Mr. Sabbaj addressed a meeting of representatives from major American
Jewish religious, cultural, educational, and social welfare organizations on the

eritical internal spiritual and educational needs of Central American Jewry .

s MOre

Howard |, Friedman, President, Theodore Ellenof!, Chairman, Board of Governors; Alfred H. Moses, Chairman, National Executive Council; Robert S. Jacobs, Chairman. Board of Trustees.
Wiltiam S, Trosten, Acting Director
Washington Office, 2027 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, 0.C. 20036 = Europe hg.: 4 Rue de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Panis, France ® Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia 5t.. Jerusalem 95149, Israel
South America hq. (temporary office): 165 E. 56 St New York, N.Y, 10022 ® Mexico-Central America hg.: Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexico 5. D.F.

CSAE 1707



The meeting was arranged by Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's

International Relations Department, who established a close working relationship
with FEDECO when he addressed its 11th National Convention in Guatemala City
last January. .

Mr. Sabbaj said that Jews in Central America had been suffering from the
political situation and outbursts ofl vandalism, much more than the rest of the
population.

Mr. Sabbaj, who is an engineer and manufacturer of consumer goods, added
that he "believes without doubt that Soviet intervention is responsible" for the
scope of guerrilla activity in Central Amerieca.

"We saw what happened in Venezuela, when the Soviets struck a deal to sell
Venezuelan oil to Cuba," he continued, "the guex"r.iila activities stopped. We can
see the hand of the Soviets in that example, and in many others."

He said additionally that Jews feared too that they might be harmed by
either parties in the conflict. He pointed to a spreading religious revival carrying
anti-Semitiec undertones, and to a rise in Arab influence in the region, which are
further undercutting the Jewish community's strength in the already strife-torn
region.

Reporting on his conversations last January with foreign ministers,
ambassadors, and Jewish community leaders from throughout Central America,
Rabbi Tanenbaum said that "recent newspaper reports about Israel's having become
an arms merchant in Central America are without foundation. There is lots of
smoke and little fire. I had lengthy and searching discussions on this issue with
Central American government officials and with four Israeli .ambasmdors in
Central American countries. I am convinced that there is no government-to-
government transfer of arms between Israel and Central American governments.
The only arms sale I could trace down was that of the sale of automatie rifles and
light submachine guns from Israel to Costa Rica, a parliamentary democracy that
has no army.

"The major involvement of Israel in Central America is in the area of training
young people in agricultural development, agro-industry, and the establishment of

farm cooperatives modeled on Israel's successful kibbutz and moshav settlements.

s Mmaore



In fact, in 1983, Israel conducted a major seminar on agricultural development and

land reform in Guatemala for Central American farm experts, which was widely
acclaimed as Israel's constructive contribution to the social welfare of that region's
peoples.

"Guatemala's Minister of Agriculture, Rodolfo Perdomo Menendez, told us
last January that Guatemala looks to the 'heroiec people of Israel as a model, and
that Guatemala regards the people of Israel as brothers and sisters for helping
them to improve their life standards, especielly in the agricultural fields.™

Speaking at the same news conferences, Sergio Nudelstejer of Mexico City,
director of the American Jewish Committee's Central American City, blamed long-
standing "social and economic injustices" for the guerrilla movement.

Agreeing with that view, Jacobo Kovadloff of Buenois Aires, director of the
AJC's Latin American office, said that "the collective will of Latin American
Jewry is the same as that of the majority of all peoples on the continent to aid the
political trend toward democracy and to bring about.recognition of all people's
fundamental human rights."

Rabbi Tanenbaum urged the Jewish community in the United States to-
support incresses in U.S. military and economic aid to Central America, while
simultaneously pressing for improved human rights in those nations.

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of people here and abroad, '_and advances the cause of improved human

relations for all people everywhere. :

84-960-184

AEJPHP Z
RTV-TS, R, N., JL-L, F

T091-PEl/el
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Apartado Postal 302 Cable: FEDECO

Guatemalza, Guatemala C. A. P
Teiéfono. 6?643 PERMUTH

CIRCULAR URGENTE DE FEDECO 84

Estimado Correligionario:

Esfamos a 6 dfas de la INAUGURACION DE FEDECO 84. La importancia

. de esta CONVENCION ha trascendido las fronteras de Centroamerica

y Panami,

Asistird importantes personalidades del mundo judfo para conocer

la realidad tuya y del resto de las comunidades del istmo. No pue~

des ignorar y averiguar de segunda mano los importantes mensajes
que se rec1b1rén en la CONVENCION, :

Nos permitimos a continuacidén darte el curriculum vitze del DOCTOR

'Y RABINO MARC TANENBAUM, guién pronunciari un importante sermén

para =21 KABALAT SHABAT de la CONVENCION.,

Si adn no has hecho los arreglos de asisitir, puedes liamar a las

oficinas de la Comunidad para la reservacién y pagar la misma a
tu llegada en Antigua,

SHALOM,
COMITE ORGANIZADOR

_QQERICULUﬁ VITAE DEL DOCTOR MARC TANENBAUM

Director de Relaciones Internacionales del AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

tiene una larga y distinguida carrera en Derechos Humanos Interna-

cionales, Refugiados Mundiales, Hambruna Mundial y Relaciones Ex-—

teriores,

Anteriormente fungié como Director Nacional de Asuntos Interreli-
giosos del AJC, En una encuesta reciente en los EE UU el Doctor
Tanenbaum fué nombrado uno de los diez-lideres religiosos més
influyentes en America. La Revista NEW YORK en una publicacién
describié al Doctor Tanenbaum como el:"lider judfo mas importante
en asuntos ecumenicos hoy en dla"

En los dltimos afios ha atestiguado ante el Comite de Relaciones
Exteriores del Senado de los EE UU y la Camara Baja sobre:"Im-
perativos Morales en la Formulacidn de la Polftica Exterior de
los EE UU", Asi mismo a atestiguado en otros Comites del Senado y
Congreso en asuntos sobre el hambre en el mundo, habiendo jugado
un papel importante organizando la conferencia de la Casa Blanca
sobre Ayuda Externa y Conservacién de Energia,

~ El Expresidente Jimmy Carter invité al Doctor Tanenbaum junto con -

X1 CONVENCICN DE COMUNIDADES JUDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA

Telex: 5297 PARA

ANTIGUA ~  GUATEMALA - 26 4 29 DE ENERO DE 1984
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X1 CONVENCION BE COMUNI:DADES JUDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA

Y PANAR
Apartado Postal 502 '  Cable: FEDECO
Guatemala, Guaemala C. AL % e Telex: 5297 PARA
Telétono. 67€43 : B PERMUTH
Pagina 2.=

otros diez lideres religioscs, revresentando al judaismo americano,
para discutir su MENSAJEZ ANUAL DE LA NACION en Camp David en 1979.
Fué nombrado consejero a la Comisién Consultiva del Presidente
sobre asuntos del Holocausto,

Por invitacidén del Commite Internacional sobre Rescates, se junto
con prominentes lideres americanos para realizar tres diferentes
investigaciones sobre los problemas de refugiados Vietnamitas y
Camboyanos. Sus recomendaciones contribuyeron a salvar muchas vi-
das, Ha ayudado a organizar muchos esfuerzos de ayuda para desas=-
tres en el Libano, Nigeriza, Etiopfa etc. Es fundador y Co-direc-
tor de la Organizacién Pro-Judfos Sovieticos, la cual ayuda a
judfos y crlstlanos oprimidos en la Union Soviética y Europa O-
riental,

In Marzo de 1979 fué invitado por el Canciller Helmuth Schmidt
para consultarle conjuntamente con miembros del Parlamento de
Bonn sobre la ley que liuitaba °1 tlempo de enjulclamlento a-los
" criminales de guerra nazis. -

“E1 Docotor Tanenbaum es fundador y prominante miembro del comite

del Secretariado del Vaticano sobre Relaciones Judeo-Cristianas

parz consultas en Problemas Interreligiosos. fué el dxnico Rabino

gue participé en el Segundo Concilio del Vaticano y estuvo presen-
te en la Primera Audiencia 0Oficial que concediera el Papa Juan XXIII
a Lideres Judfas en el Vaticeano. % asi mismo el primer ILider’
" Judfo que se dirigid pﬁblicamente a 4,000 delegados que se reunie-
ron en Vancouver en el Concilio Mundial de Iglesias.

Fué Consultor para la NBC~TV en la produccién de "HOLOCAUSTO".
Ha sido conferenciasta en la mayorfa de Universidades de EE UU y

Europa asi como en Israel. Es autor o editor de varios Libros y
numerosos Articulos.

Guatemala, 20 de Enero de 1984

ANTIGUA — GUATEMALA = 26229 DE ENERO DE 1984
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Apartado Postal 502
Guatemala, Guatemala C. A.
Teléfono. 67643

SENORES: Edwin Shapiro
Karl Zukerman
Manuel Tenenbaum
Marcel Ruff
Ernesto Freund
Federico Licht
Moises Sabbaj
Sergio Nudelstejer

la noche,

cipar en el cambio de impresiones,

Cordialmente,

Roberto Stein L.

Antigua, 26 de Enero de 1984

X1 CONVENCION DE COMUNIDADES JUDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA
Y PANAMA

Para tener una plética sobre temas que serfan dificiles tratar
en una Plenaria, les rogamos reunirnos en el Cuarto No. 28
quince minutos después que termine la cena del dfa viernes en

Les agradecer{amos si esta reunién se mantiene con la discrecidn
del caso, pués queremos mantener el nimero de personas que asistan
limitado, para asi darle la oportunidad a todos dc¢ poder parti-

Cable: FEDECO
Telex: 5297 PARA
PERMUTH

Marc Tanenbaum

Mario Permuth

Moises Mizrachi

Ricardo Hoizer (B0 - fousuma
Marcos Fiqpmann

Luis Liberman

Sra. Amalia Pollak

ANTIGUA — GUATEMALA -

26 a2 29 DE ENERO DE 1984
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\ GorpoN B. ZAcKs

Dear Marc:

Please review the attached article and
"advise me of the following:

A. Did the AJC form its opinion
without actually interviewing
Nicaraguan Jews?

B. What is the current position
of the AJC relative to the
Sandinistas and the Nicaraguan
Jews?

Kindest regards,




RICHARD J. Fox

b 150 MONUMENT ROAD
L

BALA CYNWYD. PA. 19004

J
v \\V/ December 5, 1983
\9 A

Dear Gordy:

I thought you would be interested in the attached piece
whieh appeared in "Inside", a local Federation Magazine.

I find Abe Karlikow's and AJC's position a little
difficult to understand. The charge that AJC issued its report on
the Sandinistas without actually interviewing Nicaraguan Jews should
be checked.

After you have a chance to review this matter, let's
discuss your findings.

Fox

Mr. Gordon Zacks

R. G. Barry Corporation
P. 0. Box 129

Columbus, Ohio 43216
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The “American Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 * Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

January 27, 1984

To: George Gruen

-Dear George:

It gives us much pleasure to invite you to a luncheon recebtion in honor of
three distinguished guests fram South America: - , -

Ms. Dinah Flusser, Deputy Consul General of Brazil who jusF arrived to New York
after spending 4 years in Montevideo, Uruguay, as political secretary of the
Brazilian Embassy there; '

Mr. David Fleischer, President of Sociedad Hebraica Argentina, the major
cultural-sports Jewish Club in Latin America. He was the host.at an important
meeting with President Alfonsin during the recent election campaign;: :

Mr. Andres Adler, distinguished Chilean journalist from ;REILLA mggazine_and the
press attache of the Istaeli Embassy in Santiago, Chile. He is now in town,
invited by the Columbia School of Journalism.

7

The luncheon will be held on Wednesday, February 8th, 12:30 p.m., at the
American Jewish Committee headquarters. :

_Kindly let Mrs. Iris Figueroa (212) 751-4000 (Ext. 364) know whether we may look
forward to your presence with us. '

Sincereiy,/ / | _ ZAMM—/Q | ‘

=

= y
Jﬁacobé/kovadloff Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director of South American Director of International
Affairs & Spanish Media Relations Department
~ 3K,MHT/iof
84-590-005
HOWRRD 1 FRIECMAN, President = o WILLIAM S. TROSTEN, Acting Director
THEODORE ELLENGFF, Chair, Board of Governors ] ALFRED H. MOSES, Chair, National Executive Council 8 ROBERT §. JACOBS, Chair, Board of Trustees L

E. ROBERT GOODKIND, Treasurer a SHIRLEY M. SZABAD, Secretary L] EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Associate Treasurer a RITA E. HAUSER, Chair, Executive Committee L]
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B, ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER, MAYNARD |. WISHNER &  Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,
MARTIN GANG, RUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD L] MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chair, National Executive Council n
Executive Vice-Presidents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON, BERTRAM H. GOLD @ Vice-Presidents: NORMAN E. ALEXANDER, Westchester; EDWARD E. ELSON, Atianta; RICHARD J. FOX, Philadelphia;
HOWARD A. GILBERT, Chicago; ALAN C. GREENBERG, New York; ROBERT H. HAINES, New York; JOHN D. LEVY, St. Louis; ROBERT L. PELZ, Westchester; LEON RABIN, Dallas: GORDON S. ROSENBLUM, Denver;
DAVID F. SQUIRE, Boston ¢, = -
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from Che deal of
LAWRENCE S. PHILLIPS

August 15th

Marc -

I sent a copy of this to Rita Hauser and to
Rabbi Rogénthal. What else do ydu suggest I
do?

1 have an appointment with Ambassador Jarquin and

First Secretary Campbell next Monday, Augusut 22nd



August 15, 1983

MEMORANDUM

RE: NICARAGUA AND THE NICARAGUAN JEWISH PROBLEM

The following will summarize several conversations that I had individually or
collectively with the representatives of the Board of Directors of Oxfam
America during our recent visit to Nicaragua:

1) We met at the Miami Airport on Friday, July 29th in the Eastern
"Airlines TONOSPHERE CLUB with Messrs. Isaac Gorn and Isaac Stavisky.
Both gentlemen recounted their story which indicated that their
families involvement with Samoza was minimal, and that they left Nicaragua
because of fears and threats made to them. They contend that all, or '
almost all,of the Nicaraguan Jews who left Nicaragua, are now living in
Miami. Both Gorun and Stavisky expressed a desire to return to Nicaragua
to have their assets returned to them, and to live and wcrk in peace.

2) The Oxfam Board of Directors met in Managua on August 5th, with four
- representatives of the Council of State. The four were:

Comandante Leticia Herrera
Vice Presidenta del Consejo de Estado
Representa el FSLN _ - - 4

Sub Comandante Rafael Solis Cerda
Secretario del C, de State
Representa a las Fuerzas Armadas (FFAA)

Cro. Mauricio Diaz Davila
Secretario del C. de State
Representa al Partido Popular Social Cristizno (PPSC)

Cra. Angela Rosa Aceuedo .
Secretaria Commision del Exterior del C, de E.
Representa a la Asociacion de Mujeres
Nicaraguenses "Luisa Aamanda Espinoza" (Amnlae)

I asked the members publicly about the problem and the proposed resolution

of the allegations made by the Nicaraguan Jewish community. A response

was given by Angela Rosa. Aceuedo. She said the Commission on Human Rights indicate
that there are only 30 Jewish families. She reported that their 1nf0rmat10n

- was that Gorn had worked closely with Samoza, and that he was the contact
between the Somoza and tire—¥sraeli povernment to obtain arms for Somoza.

She indicated that the confiscation of his property was not because he was
Jewish, but becaﬁée_gg_gig_deep_involvemenﬁ—wiEhHSomoza. She believed that
the synagogue was registered as personal property, and not as a religious
institution. She further said id "let's see the petitions from the Jewish
community, or individuals, regarding any allegation of persecution. The
Nicaraguan mission has not received such petitions as yet". I responded

LR /
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I would see to it that the appropriate petitions would be submitted
in order for the investigation by the Nicaraguan government to proceed,

On Saturday, August 7th, the group met with Fr. Miguel Descoto, Foreign
Minister, in his office. Fr. Descoto indicated that he has heard of

the charges and that he was shocked and affronted at the charge of
anti-semitism.. He indicated that the only Jews he knew were in the
government. He indicated that if he could learn more about the specific
grievance that he would make sure that they were properly addressed

and resolved. . )

On Sunday, August 7th, I met again at Miami Airport with Isaac Gorn
and told him of the two conversations in Managua. Gorn denies ever
having been a contact man for Somoza with Israel. He also contends
that a petitiov was previously submitted, and that included in this

~~ petition was proofthat the synagogue belongs to the Jewish community
and not to him persomnally. '

 Gorn said that he would be willing to re-subnit his petition and could
have any other Nicaraguan Jews in Miami ready to submit or re-submit
petitions within two weeks.

On Monday,. August Sth, I spoke ‘to Rabbi Morton Rosenthal at the Anti

Defamation League, who told me that the Nicaraguan Ambassador had

replied to the ADL and indicated that it was now clear that the synagogue_.
—did belong to the community.

It is Rabbi Rosenthal's intention to arrange a meeting with the
Nicaraguan Ambassador and several members of the ADL and other leaders
of the American Jewish community to try to resolve this issue. '

The purpose of the above memorandum is to make sure that all parties
concerned have an update on my available information to which should
be added that I expect to have dinner with Fr. Descoto in New York
when he attends the General Assembly Meeting in September.
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Octe 3, 1983

Marc Tanenbaum

Mort Yarmon
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What with all the data on both sidas,
would it be appropriate -~ and in keep=-
ing with AJC histaery == to do the defin-
ltuve study of just what the situation
is in Nicaragua?2



.~ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
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date September 26, 1983
to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

from Ernest Weiner

subject  THE DAILY CALIFORNIAN -NICARAGUAN
| ANTI-SEMITISM

It is clear that the organized Left,
particularly on campuses, is developing

a defense of Nicaragua on the anti-Semitic
issue. (See attached article.)

Do we have any documentation which is
less susceptible to charges of exaggeration
or manipulation? If so, I want them.

Best regards.

Encls.

ce: Jacobo Kovadloff -
_ Harold Applebaum
Hﬁ“‘anrton Yarmon

CEEPU D EARS B D LAY & 2AE
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Nlcaraguan anti-Semitism: more convement

By ILANA DEBARE
and PAUL GLICKMAN

As part of its effort to win support for U.S.
policy in Central America, the Reagan Ad-
ministration has adopted a U.S. Jewish
group's charges of Nicaraguan anti-
Semitism.

In May, the Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai Brith (ADL) issued a report called
“Nicaragua Without Jews," which charged
that the Sandinistas had driven “the entire
small Jewish community ... into exile,’

confiscated Jewish-owned property, and .

seized and desecrated the country's lone
synagogue.

The accusations received widespread
publicity when the national wire services
carried the story. President Reagan echoed

_ the charges in July, saying “‘Jews were ter-
rorized into leaving.” Sandinista anti-
Semitism was “one more reason that we
must give assistance to those in Central
America who are fighting totalitarian anti-
religious forces," he said.

Ci y to ADL claims, however, a small
Jewish community does remain in
Nicaragua. The Jews living there dispute the
charge of anti-Semitism, noting that Jewish-
owned businesses — including Nicaragua's
largest electronics parts store — continue to
operate unharassed. -

*“I have not had obstacles put in the way of
my business and 1 have never been
persecuted by the Sandinistas because | am
Jewish," said Jaime Levy, a textile importer.

Rolland Naijlis, a retired businessman liv-
ing in Managua, agreed: “If 1 felt anti-

i Phatos by liana DeBars,
Rolland Naijlis: “If I felt anti-Semitism | could
have returned to France, But | have not had "

the slightest the mnew

government.”

problem with

}ﬂfﬂ'
. wealthies) men, was s friend and financial
" "backer of Somoza. Gorn and others were
-...harassed or threatened during the insurrec-

Semitism, I could have returned tu Fra.naa.

But I have never had the slightest problem

with the new government.”

In a July report, Nicaragua's National
C ission on H Rights concluded
that although some Jewish property was ex-
propriated after the revolution, the confisca-
tions were conducted under the same laws
that affected thousands of other
Nicaraguans who had ties with the deposed
dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza.

than real

The country's other human rights body, -

the anti-Sandinista Permanent Commission

. on Human Rights, agreed. A lot of their

property was confiscated,” said Commission
director Marta Baltodano, “and violations
did occur in that there were no legal proofs
they had ties to Somoza. But there is not a
Sandinista government policy against Jews
because they are Jewish.”

Besides the Nicaraguan studies, Imman
rights investigations by the Organization of
American States, the United Nations, Pax
Christi, Americas Watch, and the State
Department’s human rights bureau all failed
to turn up evidence of anti-Semitism. The
American Embassy in Managua specifical-
ly looked into the charges in July but found
nothing to substantiate them.

Nicaragua's Jewish community has always
been small, numbering about five families
after World War 1 and increasing with the
Jewish exodus from Europe in the late twen-
ties and thirties. Anastasio Somoza Garcia,
the first of the Somozas to rule the country,
seized power in 1836, and many of the new
immigrants went into business under his
protection.

At its height in the 1860’s, the community

numbered about 50 families. Opposition ta* '

the dictatorship was increasing, and some
Jews joined the Sandinistas. One such fami-
ly was the Lewiteses: Today Herty Lewites
is the Minister of Tourism, while his brother
Israel, who was killed fighting against the
dictatorship, has a market in Managua nam-

. ed in his bonor: .

‘Many of the most active members of the' -

ﬁuwﬁhSommnhmhamGom president
n and dne of Nicaragua's

. community, however, had developed close

tion, not oinly because of their connections -

-to. Summ but because many Nicaraguans
associated them with Israel, which supplied
'98 percent of Somoza's arms in the last
years before his downfall.

“When you have been fired on with an Uzi
or Galil, you tend to remember where it
cams from,” commented Debbie Reuben, a
1878 Berkelsy graduate who has been living
in Nicaragua for two years. The Sandinistas
broke off relations with Israel during last
year's invasion of Lebanom, and the

. Palestine Liberation Organization maintains

R ol



The Managua synagogue today houses the Sandinista Children’s Association, but the govern-
ment has said it will return it to the Jewish community.

an embassy in Managua.

Isolated anti-Semitic incidents occurred
in the tumultuous months bafore Somoza's
ouster. In 1978 a group of Sandinista rebels
bombed the synagogue, inflicting minor
damage on the building. Isaac Stavisky, who
along with his father Abraham Gora provid-
ed the bulk of the Anti-Defamation League's
charges, said that he found anti-Semitic
graffiti on some of his factories.

Stavisky said he and others fled Nicaragua
because they feared anti-Jewish persecution
after the Sandinista victory. But Rolland Na-
ilis said this prediction did not come true.
“Although they may have left from fear of
repression, that repression hasnever come
to pass,” he said. ;

Herty Lewites, the Minister of Tourism,
said that over the years the Sandinistas have
made increasing efforts to distinguish bet-
ween the government of Israel and
Nicaraguan Jews. “As the revolution deepen-
ed,” he said, “it tried to explain that it was
not ‘the Jews' who were selling arms, but on-
ly one sector.”

The Managua synagogue has been a ma-
jor bone of contention between the ADL and
the Nicaraguan government. While the ADL
charged that the Sandinistas confiscated the
synagogue after taking power in 1979, the
National Commission on Human Rights
reported that the synagogue had been aban-
doned before Somoza's ouster, and that in
mid-1979 refugee families began squatting
there. According to the commission, the
government relocated the families in 1981
and in 1982 rented the building — still
unclaimed — to the Association of San-
dinista Children. "~ - °

The building today remains in excellent
condition. Reports of anti-Semitic propagan-
da on its walls apparently referred to posters
for a 1982 aid campaign for Palestinian
refugee children. - T i

In an Aug. 29 meeting with the ADL,:
Nicaraguan Ambassador Antonio Jarquin
denounced anti-Semitism as ‘‘morally
reprehensible” and contrary to Nicaraguan
law and pledged to return the synagogue to
the Jewish community.

ADL chair Kenneth Bialkin welcomed the
promise, but warned that the “record of the
government of Nicaragua will be determin-
ed by actions, not assertions.” Bialkin added
that some N Jews planned to carry
their complaints about property confisca-
tion to the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights. ,

The charge the Nicaragua is anti-Semilic
comes al a time when President Reagan is
seeking to counter growing public opposi-
tion to his Central America policy. As an at-
tempt to woo Jewish support for U.S ac-
tivities in the region, the allegation takes on
added significance in light of Israel’s in-
creasing involvement in the conflict.  *

While lsrael sold arms to Central
American dictators throughout the 1970's,
the New York Times reported in july that the
Reagan Administration had encouraged "an
enlarged Israeli role in Central America . ..
as a way of supplementing American
military aid to friendly governments and
supporting insurgent operations against the
Nicaraguan government.’ At the request of
the United States, Israel agreed to send
weapons it captured from the PLO to the
Nicaraguan counter-revolutionaries based
in Honduras.

« llana DeBare and Paul Glickman are free-

lance journalists who recently visited
Nicaragua. DeBare writes for the U.S.-El
Salvador Research Center in Berkeley,

" Glickman for the Ripnread News Service in

San Frangisca.




- September 21, 1982
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Foreign Minister Migu !Escoto
c/o Nicaraguan Mission to the UN
820 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Minister:

On October 5, 1981 you met with a group of religious Jeaders at
the offices of the National Conference of Christians and Jes in New
York City. At that time, I discussed with you the fact thut the small
Jewish community of Nicaragua had left the country because they per-
ceived that the new government was treating them in an unfair and dis-
criminatory fashion. You very gracliously agreed to study the issue and
maintain a dialogue with the Anti-Defamation League; you deciznated
Mr. Orlando Moncada Zapata as the liaison person for this purpose.

Since then, I have met with Mr. Moncada Zapata and spoken with him
on various occasions. We were very pleased to be informed oy him that
the government of Nicaragua would reopen the case file of any Nicara-

guan Jew, upon petition-by the Anti-Defamation League. Subsequently,

the Anti-Defamation League requested that the government review the’
complaint of Mr. Abraham Gorn, who was president of the Jewish commu-
nity, and those of Isaac Stavisky and Rosita Retelny.

Although we submitted data on Mr. Gorn in February of this year
and information on Stavisky and Retelny in April, no reply %as been.
received. Our request for clarification on the status of the synagogue
in Managua has also gone without response. For that reascn, we address
ourselves to you in the hope that you will, through your personal
intervention, ensure a prompt response to cur various requests.

i Sincerely,
%
e

Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal
Director
Department of Latin American Affairs

MMR: D1
cc: Orlando Moncada Zapata

Albert Bildner o ' I

Abraham H. Foxman

'.-’. a



1AS STHUM

solcyy ¥
ARTIN LC. FELDMAN
‘LYIN SALBERG

wide=t, Bo Brrith

) RALD KRAFT
acctive Vico-Preside=t

wi @'rith

UNIEL THURST

sidert, B'nai B'rith
et o]
IBOTHY BINSTOCR

VISIOXN DIRF-TTORS
ezt Natiomal Disactos

'C. ROHLER

ROLD ADLER
rottor of Developsent
ELDOMN ALIEGELMAN

-3 Bights
STEM | ANGER

e
NNE LANMIE

mthm

1913-1983

IN SERVICE TO THE :
AMERICAN PEOPLE art] Oelpmat

September 20, 1983
-~

Ambazsador Antonio Jarquin

Embassy of Nicaragua

1627 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. )
Washirgton, DC 20009 4

Dear Ambassador Jarquin:

I am writing to you pursuant to our conversation at your embassy
on August 29. At that time, you agreed to cooperate with the Anti-
Defamation League in attempting to resolve uncertainties surrounding
the status of Nicaraguan Jews and the status of their properties.

4% promised, I am attaching to this letter a list of names of
Nicaraguan Jews, For each name, we are requesting that you send us, as
quickly as possible, the following information:

1. "What charges, if any, are outstanding against the individﬁal,

2. If charges are outstanding, please send us documentation to sub-
stantiate the charges. In addition, we request that you inform us if
the individual has been tried.

3. What is the status of the individual's property in Nicaragua? This
should include real estate, businesses, bank accounts and any other
asse® s which the individual might own.

As you know, there is general uneasiness in the minds of many
Nicaraguan Jews who fear for their safety if they were to return to
Nicaragua. We are, therefore, requesting that your government advise
us whst assurances it is prepared to offer those Jews who may decide to
return to Nicaragua. “

I wish to stress that your government's prompt attention to the
foregoing is of utmost importance. I trust that with your cooperation
we will be able to make progress in our efforts to acheive a just and
speedy resolution to the problems of the Jews of Nicaragua,

Rosenthal, Director
. _ Department of Latin American Affairs
MMR:1fg
ecc: Kenneth J. Bialkin, David Brody, Abraham H. Foxman,

I. Barry Mehler, Sidney Jarkow
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August 31, 1983

Letters to the Editor
The Washington Post
1150 15 Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20071

To The Editor:

Correspondent Edward Cody's report on August 29 headlined
"Managua's Jews Reject Anti-Semitism Charge" could lead one to the
incorrect conclusion that there has been no anti-Semitism in Nicaragua.

Can anyone deny the anti-Semitic nature of the article in the pro-
Sandinist daily Nuevo Diario on July 17, 1982 which charged that "the
world's money, banking and finance are in the hand of the descendents of
Jews, the eternal protectors of Zionism"? Is there any doubt az to the
anti-Semitic intent of those who shouted Sandinist slogans while fire-
bombing the synagogue as the congregation.was at worship? Could anyone
refute the personal testimony of Nicaraguan Jews about threatening phone
calls received in the middle of the night' warning the Jews to leave the
country? How does one explain the anti-Semitic graffiti on the walls of
the synagogue and places of business owned by Jews? : )

Perhaps reports by the U.S. Embassy in Managua indicating iiat it
now finds no evidence of systematic anti-Semitism have generated
confusion. Yes, the pro-PLO posters were removed from the synagogue
walls but only after international protest, and the few Jews remaining

. in Nicaragua, understandably, may not be eager to discuss problems they

have experienced. However, there is no question that under Sandinism

. anti-Semitism and its effect was so chilling, that the vast majority of

Jews felt compelled to leave Nicaragua at great personal sacrifice.

- Sincerely,

Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal
Director : ;

Department of Latin American Affairs
Anti-Defamation League of B'nal B'rith

MMR:1fg
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JEWISH WEEK - AMERICAN EXAMINER

SEPO 1983
Sandinista connection
Buned deep in a long news story from Nicara
dealing «vith that country’s volcanic energy aougrucg
was an interesting item that bears repeating, espe-

cially at this tense time in U.S.-Central America re-
lations.

Daniel Ortega Saavedra, described as coordinator
of the ruling Sandinista junta in Nicaragua, un-
veiled = plaque for a new geothermal energy plant, >
said to have a capacity to supply 12 percent of the
country’s energy needs. The plaque that was un-
veiled honored the late Patricio Arguello Ryan, an
American-born Sandinista hero.

Ortega, in his tribute to the slain Sandinista,
mentioned that he had been sent to the Middle East,
together with other members of the group, to be
trained in guerrilla tactics by the PLO. This was in
the later 1960s. , N

Whe: Ortega failed to mention in his talk about
Arguello is that he was one of a squad of PLO’ers
who tried to hijack an Israeli airliner in 1970 and
who was shot and killed by Israeli security men
when they stormed the plane at Lod Airport. Ortega
merely stated that the slain Sandinista was an "ex-
emplary internationalist” who died “in the people’s
struggle.”

If ther: are still people who douht the existence of
a well-planned, well-coordinated, well-financed
worldwide revolutionary movement that seeks to
control the free world and subjugate it, as the na-
tions of the Soviet bloc have been subjugated, then
_they had better take another look. The Sandlmst.a
‘PLO connection is not a.coincidence.. ... -, ....
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ROUGH DRA‘E;I' ON COVER LETTER FROM MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY

We are sending copy of our letter of the 16th of August 1983. It relates
to scholarships fram young people of our cammmnity who want to specialize
themselves in cammmnity organization.

Please let us know all details and requirements needed.

Our best wishes.

ROUGH DRAFT ON ACTUAL LETTER FROM MONTEVIDEO.
WE ARE REFERRING TO OUR CONVERSATIONS HELD WITH YOU ON YOUR VISIT TO
MONTEVIDEO ON A SELECTED DELEGATION OF THE AJC BACK IN APRIL OF 1982.

mmsmmmmmmmcmoommmsm.,
YOUNG PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITY TO SPECIALIZE™ IN COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION.

WE ARE ABLE RIGHT NOW TO RECOMMEND A VERY COMPETENT AND MERITIOUS
YOINGMANWITHA(IDDGENERALGEEURALWANDAI&)MSH

VEMHDLIKETOMVWMARE'HEWCCINDITICNSAVAI[ABIE;
DETAILS, REQUIREMENTS, etc.

AWAITING YOUR RESPONSE. BEST WISHES.

Mr. Kovadloff has received various letters fram these people and he
has sent them a cable (10-13-83), before he left, telling them that
he will be mUru;uaytometmththem and discuss open matters and
twouunanswered letters.

Iris O. Figueroa



COMITE CENTRAL ISRAELITA DEL URUGUAY
COPITA

Ne 13908/983
Tontcvideo, octubre 4 de 1983.-.

Sr. Jacobo Kovadloff, Director de

Asuntos Sulamericonos y Melios en Fepaiiol de
American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street '

Hew York, N.Y. 10022

U.S.A,

Estimodo amigo Kovadloff:

Acompaflamos a 1a presente copia de nuestra carta del 16
de amosto ltino relativa a becas para jovenes de nucs-

tra colectividad nue »uieran espceializarse en organiza
cién comunisaria,

Solicitaros tensa a bien hacernos llemar todos los deta
lles y exigencias al respecto. '

. Le reiteramos nucstros cordiales saludos. SHAILOI!

DR, FEDH0 SCIOFTKY
Secretario General

c.c.: A, Karlikow o

- 11lbe~



COMITE CENTRAL ISRAELITA DEL URUGUAY
COPIA

He 13848/983

Montevideo, agosto 16 de 13983 .-

Sr. Jacobo Kovadloff, Director de

Asuntos Sudamericanos y Medios en Espafiol de
American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street,

New York, N,Y, 10022

Estimado amigo Kevadloff:

Nos referimos a las conversaciones mantenidas con usted
“en opnortunidad de la visita a lontevideo de una selecta
delegacidn del American Jewish Committee, en abril 1982.=

En esa oportunidad quedd formulado un ofrecimiento del
AJC para becar a jovenes de nuestra colectividad que -
Qquisiera especializarse en arganizag;én comunitaria,

- Estando en estos momentos en condiciones de racomendar
a un jéven competente y meritorio con buena base cultu=-
ral general y judfa, quisiéramos actualizar aquella idea
y saber cuales serian las wejores condiciones econdmicas
factibles, detalles y exigencias respectivas con rela—-
cidn a esa solicitude = q o EEISC

A la espera de sus noticias, nos place saludarle muy a-
tenta.y cordialmeute. : , GEp i 3 '

" o b v DR, KfIuM BERGSTEIN
. DR, PEDRO SCLOFSKY residente
Secretario General ' '

PB/PQ;,



The “American “Jewish Committee

Institute 6! Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 - Cabie Wishcom, N.Y.

October 19, 1983

Mr. Theodore Ellenoff
. 551 Fifth Avenue
- New York, New York 10017

Dear Ted:
Attached you‘w111 find a copy of a memo updating the situation in Nlcaragua _

Shula Bahat told me of your lnterest in our assessment of the ADL p051t10n
-on Nicaragua. They .have considerably toned down and backed away from their
original, well-publicized reports of some months ago. This has been brought -
about by the fact that Jews from Nicaragua who are now in Costa Rica and

~ others now in Miami have expressed not only their dissent from but anger
about these exaggerated claims which they declare can only aggravate the
situation for the few who remain in Nicaragua. Furthermore, many B'nai
B'rith members in Central America have also expressed their concern.

In recent weeks the ADL has attemptéd to work with other Jewish organiza-
tions on a common stance vis-a-vis the Nicaraguans which would get them
off the "hot seat' which they have occupied imtil recently.

For the record then, Sergio Nudelstejer.s reports, which we have received
since the beginning of this situation, have been corroborated by a variety
of reliable and knowledgeable individuals. While I do not think it is wise
to publicly ''take on' ADL, at least internally our people should know that
we have acted with the usual responsibility and 'style' of the AJC.

: _ : o David Geller '
e ; ' _ ' Director of Special Pro;ects
_ 0, _ ~ Intern al j;izrs
- DG/es = - (_,u'_ Ll/tz.{‘ /éu?
) Enclosure ' e s
- C""_—-.- e 3 —— -
cc: Shula Bahat '
Marc H. Tanenbaum
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date: July 1st, 1983

to: Abe Karlikow

from: Sergio Nudelstejer

subject: Federation of Jewish Communities of Central America

and Panama (FEDECO)

As you must certainly know, years ago we succeeded
in convincing the Jewish Communities of Central America and
Panama, to try and have more contact between them and exchan-
ge experiences and learn from one another. Out of this idea
arose the creation of the Federation of Jewish Communities
of Central America and Panama (FEDECO) that united the commu-
nities of Guatemala, El1 Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and
Panama.

For a long period of time, this proved to be a very
positive and useful instrument to strengthen the communities
and try to have them solve their own problems. We, as the
American Jewish Committee, stood side by side with them since
its creation and we have been present and have participated
very actively with them in their assemblies that took place
every two years.

The last meeting of the Federation took place in San
José, Costa Rica in 1980. At that time, the Jewish Community
of Nicaragua had already dissappeared and El Salvador was at
the threshold of its guerrilla warfare, making it necessary
for part of its population to leave this country.

Due to the prevailing difficult situation in Central.
America, the feeling of dismay within the community leaders, the
FEDECO meeting that should have been held in Guatemala in 1982
was cancelled. As of that moment, I thought it necessary to
insist continously before the president of FEDECO, Mr. Pincus
Rubinstein from Costa Rica, that this Conference must take
place, specially now a day, taking into account the prevailing
situation in Central America and the future of their Jewish
communities.

While I traveled to Central America with the AJC Lea-
dership Delegation, I had the opportunity to meet personally
with the most important lay leaders of Guatemala, Costa Rica
and Panama and I discussed with them the importance of re-esta
blishing the activities of the Federation of Jewish Communities
of Central America and Panama, in such crucial moments as the
present times. I think that my insisting upon this subject,
made them consider seriously this issue.

wnpueiowaw
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: .During my recent and .short visit to the Jewish:
Community of Guatemala, I was able to bring up again this
- issue with. the president of the Jewish .Community -and with
. some important lay leaders, among them some of the founders
of FEDECO (Federation of Jewish Communities of Central Ame-
rica and Panama). I had the initiative to phone the presi-
_ dents of the. Jewish communities of Costa Rica and Panama
© and flnally reached the decision to hold the next FEDECO
- conference in Guatemala City, 90551bly next October, if
‘the prevailing pelitical conditions of that country will
allow us and, should it be not so, hold it at the beglnnlng
: of 1984. :

:

Should the political conditions in Guatemala not
allow the FEDECO to-meet in that country for this Conference,
we would see to it that the meetlng bE'held either in Costa
Rica or in Panama.

_ ‘All the expenses involved will be covered by the
FEDECO and by the participants themselves. In past years,
they -have received subsidies of the Jewish. Agency and from.
the Latinamerican branch of the World Jewish Congress. ;

As élways} cordially yours. 0
w‘g a@? Qb’"{e 24 ?%9-{7 J?‘-?f’

—

¢opy: DE. Donald. Feldstein

SN/eeg



C o %nited States Senate

i COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

STROM THURMOND, S.C.. CHAIRMAN SUBCOMMITTEE ON

CHARLES McC. MATHIAS. Jn., MD. JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Ja., DEL. IMMIGHATION AND REEUGEE FOLICY:
PAUL LAXALT, NEV. EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASS. ALAN K. SIMPSON. WYOD.. CHAIRMAN
ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH ROBERT C. BYRD. W. VA,
ROBERT DOLE, KANS. HOWARD M. METZENBAUM, OHIO CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IDWA EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASS.
ALAN K. SIMPSON. WYO. DENNIS DeECONCINI, ARIZ. CHARLES McC. MATHIAS, Jr.. MD. HOWELL HEFLIN, ALA,
e . o w0 98 OGS, 0 ST OCTon

: S ' . JERRY M. TINKER, MINORITY COUNSEL
JEREMIAH DENTON, ALA. HOWELL HEFLIN, ALA.

ARLEN SPECTER, PA.

VINTON DEVANE LIDE, CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR
DEBORAH K. OWEN, GENERAL COUNSEL
SHIRLEY J. FANNING, CHIEF CLERK
MARK H. GITENSTEIN, MINORITY CHIEF COUNSEL

Dear Friend:

Knowing of your interest and concern over humanitarian
problems in Central America, I wanted to share with you a
recent Subcommittee staff report on "Refugee Problems in .
Central America." -

Enclosed is a summary of its flndlngs and recommendatlons.
The full printed text will be available in a few weeks and
I will forward a copy to you.

I hope you will find this of interest.

With best wishes,

Singerely,

{"4‘? M._Kepriedy

Enclosure
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Senate

REFUGEE PROBLEMS IN
CENTRAL AMERICA

® Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, re-
ports from Central America indicate
there is a serious regional crisis of
people—of humanitarian and refugee
problems spilling across and within

the borders of all the countries in the
area. Nearly a million people are refu-
gees and the numbers are still grow-
ing.

The refugee crisis in El Salvador is
even worse than it was in Vietnam. At
the peak of our involvement in Indo-
china, 8 percent of the civilians were
displaced persons or refugees, whereas
the number in El Salvador is now over
10 percent. And thousands upon thou-
sands of these refugees are condemned
to exist in eamps with subhuman con-
ditions as deplorable as those in Viet-
nam.

That the humanitarian needs of ref-
ugees have been neglected far too long
in El Salvador is clearly documented
in a staff report submitted to the Sub-
committee on Immigration and Refu-
gee Policy. There is now an urgent
need for additional food and medical
assistance to deal with camps which
have been allowed to fester for over a
year.

The administration has talked a
great deal about the need for more
military aid, but we have heard little
about the escalating humanitarian
crisis. It makes no sense to pour mil-
lions of dollars of military assistance
to El Salvador if it cannot provide
basic assistance and protection to its
citizens displaced by the violence and
conflict for which military aid is
sought.

Mr. President, I hope the adminis-
tration will now finally give the hu-
manitarian and human rights prob-
lems in Central America, but particu-
larly in El Salvador, the priority they
deserve. If they are not addressed
more adequately, they will not only
complicate, but perhaps undermine,
efforts to achieve peace and stability
in the region.

I commend to the attention of Con-

- gress the subcommittee’s staff report,

which was jointly filed this week by
the chief counsel and minority coun-
sel, and I ask that the summary of
their findings and recommendations
be printed at this point in the REcorb.
The summary follows:
REFUGEE PROBLEMS IN CENTRAL AMERICA

(Staff Report prepared for the use cf the
Subcommitiee on Immigration and Refu-
gee Policy)

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washingion, D.C., September 21, 1983.

To: Senator Alan K. Simpson, Chairman,
and Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Rank-
ing Minority Member, Subcommittee on
Immigration and Refugee Policy, Con-
mittee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

From: Richard W. Day, Chief Counsel,
Jerry M. Tinker, Minority Counsel.

At your reguest, we undertook a stndy
mission to Central America to review the
refugee and related humanitarian problems
in the region. Between August 30 and Sep-
tember 10, 1983, we traveled to El Salvador,
Honduras and Guatemala Lo assess the sep-
arate, but interwoven, refugee issues, includ-
ing the problems of displaced peirsons, ques-
tions of international humanitarian assist-
ance, and conditions in the field. Of particu-
lar interest in El Salvador was a review of
conditions that might bear on the question
of whether the United States should adopt
a policy of granting extended voluntary de-
parture to Salvadorans who are not in
lawful immigration status in the United
States.

In El Salvador we met with the senior
American officers at the U.S. Embassy and
the Ageney for International Development
(A.I.D.) mission, U.S. military advisors in
the fielé, and American voluntary agency
personnel. We had extensive discussions
with representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, the United Na-
tions World Pood Program, the United Na-
tions Development Program as well as with
officers at many levels of the Salvadoran
government, imcluding the Minister of Inte-
rior. the Director of Immigration, and offi-
cials of the National Commission for Dis-
placed Persons. In addition, we met with
Monsignor Ricardo Urioste, Assistant to the
Archbishop of El Salvader, Maria Julia Her-
nandez of the Archdioccese human rights
monitoring organization, Tutela Legal, and
Benjamin Cestoni, Executive Seeretary of
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the newly established Human Rights Com-
mission in El Salvador. Pield visits were
made to San Vicente and Marazan provinces
and to displaced persons camps in and
around San Salvador.

In Honduras, meetings were sim:.ln.rly held
with U.S. Embassy officials, including Am-
bassador John Negroponte, with senior
members of the Honduran govermniment and
military, afficials of the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, and with the staff of
the voluntary agencies and church organiza-
tions working in Honduras. Field visits were
conducted to the Salvadoran refugee camp
in the northwest at Mesa Grande, to the
south In Danli where Nicaraguan Ladino
refugees have fled, and to the Miskito
Indian refugees in Mocoran near the east
coast.

A brief stop was made in Guatemala City
where meetings were arranged with U.S.
Embassy officials, including Ambassador
Frederic Chapin, senior members of the
Guatemalan government and military, and
with voluntary agency personnel working in
the field.

The following preliminary report repre-
sents our joint findings and recommenda-
tions.

TABLE |.—SUMMARY OF REFUGEES/DISPLACED PERSONS
IN CENTRAL AMERICA

[September 1983

2 |1is

- 124,000

Nicaraguans (Ladims)
lhmgm ( Myskit)

euumn Estlrna!eo displaced? 10,000 to 430,000 ..ror..o. |
- Salvadorans,..
Gusla ica (mixture)

'Mﬁmmmmuﬂmwwmmﬁum but it &5 clearly
a significant problem
* Stabistics on Salvadorans in Mexco are guestimales.

SuMMARY OF PINDINGS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Central America today confronts a8 human
dilemma. Throughout the region there is a
tide of people on the move—with over three
quarters of a million men, women and chil-
dren either displaced from their lands and
homes, or fleeing across borders from the
violence, conflict, and economic adversity in
their homeland. In E] Salvador alone, well
over 10 percent of its population are dis-
placed or have fled.! _

The numerous humanitarian issues con-
fronting the region—refugee and displaced
persons, political violence, hunger and medi-
cal problems—must be dealt with more ade-
quately or they will not only complicate, but
perhaps undermine, efforts to achieve peace
and stability in the region.

Among the humanitarian issues needing
attention are the following:

1. Sirengthering internalional protection
and assistance lo refugees and displaced
persons.—If the needs of refugees and dis-
placed persons throughout the region are to
be adequately met, there must be an effort
to bolster and expand the work of the sever-
al international and voluntary agencies al-
ready involved in the area, and to encourage
others to join in the effort. Of particular
importance s the work of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). In Honduras, the UNHCR is per-
forming an outstanding role as coordinator
for international assistance to refugees, and
fulfilling i{ts mandate to provide refugee
protection. However, in El Salvador no such
international umbrella exists for an even
more serious displaced person problem. It is
urgently needed.

The United States should lend strong di-
plomatic support to the creation of an inter-
national coordinating agency in El Salvador
too stimulate and channel additional assist-
ance to an estimated haif million internal
refugees who are in need of help. As out-
lined in this report, there are currently
three different agencies and channels for
providing assistance to displaced persons in
El Salvador, and too little coordination or
mutual support exists between them. Both
to coordinate humanitarian assistance, as
well as to assure that needs are equally met
among the various groups now being assist-
ed—and to depoliticize the use of such aid—
the U.S. should support efforts to designate
either the ICRC, the U.N. World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) or, the good offices of the
UNHCR, as the international coordinating
agency for humanitarian assistance in El
Salvador.

The ICRC already has a substantial pres-
ence and record of accomplishment in El
Salvador and could easily expand its oper-
ation and staff to provide needed coordina-
tion, if the government of El Salvador re-
quests it and if the United States is willing
to support its expansion. Similarly, the
WFP is moving to establish a more perma-
nent program to meet what clearly will be
‘on-going food needs among displaced per-
sons. Since the provision of food—and the
food-for-work programs for the displaced—is
by far the largest component of the relief
program, WFP, is empowered to assume &
coordinating role if asked.

‘ By comparison, and as a gauge of populaticn
displacement, during the worst days of the Vietnam
War the number of internal refugees never exceed-
ed 8 percenit of the population. In Afghanistan, it is
nearly 16 percent of the population, most living as
refugees In Pakistan.
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However, the role of international coordi-
nator would even more s.ppropriately and
effectively be played by the UNHCR—which
already has a substantial presence im the
region and whose work with Salvadorans in
Honduras and elsewhere is directly tied to
the developments inside El Salvadar. The
U.S. should explore with the Salvadoran
government the possibility of asking
UNHCR to exercise its “‘good offices™ func-
tion to assume the role of international co-
ordinator of humanitarian assistance for
displaced persons in El1 Salvador. There is
ample precedence of such action and, given
conditions today in El Salvador, justifica-
tion to move forward on it.

2. Increased humanilarian assisiance Lo
El Salvador.—For nearly a year, the grow-
ing number of displaced persons in El Salva-
dor_was not addressed by the United States
or the government of El Salvador. The first
effort to assess their numbers and needs was
not launched until January, 1982, when
there were already between 165.000 and
200,000 displaced persons throughout the
country. Most of them had meoved in with
friends or family members or were living in
shantytowns around urban centers. About 5
percent of the displaced persons were con-
sidered at the time to be living in “extreme-
ly deplorable conditions.” Over the follow-
ing year, but particularly since the begin-
ning of 1983, the number of displaced per-
sons in such conditions has increased as the
problem in many locations increased into
large-scale refugee camp situations.

A formal government program of assist-
ance was established, but needs persist.
During the past year, the United States pro-
vided a small employment generating, food-
for-work type of project, and an immuniza-
tion program. However, by mid-1883 it
became apparent that such efforts were in-
adequate to meet grewing relief needs—in-
adeqguate to deal with camp-like conditions
¢which are stil sub-standard in some
areas)—or to respond to shortages of food
and medicines.

In the days ahead, El Salvador can expect:

A large population of displaced persons
will remain in need of help as the conflict in
the couniryside continues and as the econo-
my eontinues to flounder;

Tens of thousands of displaced persons,
mostly women and clifldren, will remain de-
pendent upon regular distributions of food
and medicines, some in short supply and.
both subject to maldistribution;

Pochets of serious malnutrition amd dis-
ease will persist among civilians in rural
areas and coniested zomes cut-off by the
fighting;

Human rights violations will persist in
many areas of the country as the violence
from the left and the right continues;

The nation's economy, and s support of
the health, education and welfare programs
(such as they exist) will continue to decline.

In short, the humanitarian problems con-
fronting the people of El Salvador will
remain. The United 8tates should consider
doubling its 1984 eontributions to direct
relief programs in El Salvador from the
modest $10.5 million spent this year. A.ID.
should be authorized to use additional Eco-
nomic Support Funds (ESF) and other ap-
propriate program funds to support public

health projects and employment generation
programs for displaced persons.

There must be a commitment to improv-
ing the condittons of the displaced persons
as part of the overall strategy for economic
recovery in El Salvador. While some mili-
tary assistance is obviously necessary, a
complementary program of humanitarian
aid is also needed to help El Salvador pro-
vide basic assistance and protection to its

citizens displaced by the conflict and vio-
lence.

3. Continued support for refugees in Hon-
duras.—After a difficult beginning, the
UNHCR has established an effective pro-
gram to assist and protect a growing numb-
ber of Salvadoran, Guatemalan and Nicara-
guan refugees in Honduras. Although some
problems remain in assuring protection for
Salvadoran refugees, the dark days of the
La Virtud situation are behind us and an ef-
fective working relationship has been estab-
lished between officers of the UNHCR and
the Honduran civilian and military authori-
ties.

Camp conditions in Mesa Grande, where
some 10,000 Salvadorans are settled, are
good by international standards. Although
there is not enough land to allow them to
become self-sufficient, even if the Honduran
government permitted them to farm it
(which they do not, except under strict con-
trols), the camp is nonetheless relatively
spacious, the programs of support adequate,
and education, handicraft and other pro-
grams being undertaken by the voluntary
agencies are imaginative. In fact, in the near
term, proposals to close or transfer substan-
tial portions of this camp should be discour-
aged. The refugees do not want to move at
this time, and such a move—even with self-
sufficiency as its goal—would be a question-
able use of scarce international resources,
given the good conditions achieved at Mesa
Grande at some considerable cost and
effort. This is particularly the case if the
companion Salvadoran camp at Colomonca-
gua is moved from the border for security
reasons, or if the refugee flow from Nicara-
gua increases.

In general, refugee conditions in Hondu-
ras are stable, and the attitude of the gov-
ernment in accepting its status as a country
of first asylum should be commended. Even
if the numbers of new arrivals were to in-
crease in the future, an excellent infrastruc-
ture of personnel and programs has been es-
tablished under UNHCR auspices and it
should be able to handle such an influx
easily.

The longer-term problem of reaching a
durable solution for the refugees in Hondu-
ras, especially for the Salvadorans who
cannot stay forever, remains problematic. In
the meantime, however, the program of as-
sistance and protection is more than satis-
factory and it deserves the strong support of
the United States.

4. Extended Voluntary Departure for Sal-
vadorans in the United Stales.—It is esti-
mated today that there are up to 500,000
Salvadorans in the United States in illegal
immigration status. Some United States
groups have called for extended voluntary
departure status for these people until the
conflict in El Salvador subsides. However,
this status has not been granted, the ration-
ale being that there is no evidence of perse-
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cution of those who are sent back, that
there are other countries of first asylum
available, and that most Salvadorans here
in the United States are economic migrants
without valid claims to persecution in El
Salvador.

Extensive efforts have been made by
many private and religious groups to deter-
mine the fate of Salvadorans returning
from the United States, and no evidence has
been found to document that they are
harmed. ;

There are areas of the country, particular-
ly in the city of San Salvador and in the
western provinces, where the conflict and
violence is minimal. There are displaced
person camps throughout the country
where food and medical assistance is availa-
ble and international personnel are present.
And the Honduran government has indicat-

ed its willingness to accept all refugees who -

enter Honduras from El Salvador.

The 300 to 350 Salvadorans who are cur-
rently being returned by the United States
to El Salvador each month 2 are subject to
the same: violence every resident of that
country faces, but there is clear evidence
that there is no governmentally sanctioned
program to target or harass returning Salva-
dorans simply because they have been in
the United States.

However, no official agency has conducted
a follow-up study on individual Salvadorans
returned by the United States, Private, non-
governmental groups cannot, without great
difficulty, undertake such an assessment on
their own, without the cooperation of the
United States Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service and the United States Embassy.

This lack of documentation has resulted
in broad support for a field study to deter-
mine, to the extent possible given conditions
in El Salvador, the fate of these Salvador-
ans who are deported or who are returning
voluntarily after being apprehended by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service.
This study should be sponsored by the
United States.

Such a study could be done on a random
sample basis over & period of several
months, and implemented by the U.S. Em-
bassy or a voluntary agency with the coop-
eration of the U.S. Embassy. The ICRC, the
Salvadoran government’s Commission on
Human Rights, and the Tutela Legal, the
human rights monitoring office associated
with the Archdiocese of El Salvador, appear
willing to acept this important role. Our
government should pursue this issue with-
out delay.

Until the results of this study are availa-
ble, the INS should develop guidelines, such
as are used in other areas of the world,
which would identify certain categories of
Salvadorans who are more likely subject to
political violence. There is evidence that
teachers and medical personnel face addi-
tional risk.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS
El Salvador
1. Priorities of humanifarian assistance.—
In addition to the continued provision of
basic food and medical supplies to displaced
persons, our assistance program should now

® From October, 1882, to March, 1983, approxi-
mately 2,000 Salvadorans were returned.

give higher priority to: (1. up-grading condi-
tions in the camps (overcrowding, drainage,
efc.); (2. the expansion of employment gen-
eration programs and targeting them to
benefit the health and welfare of the dis-
placed persons as well as the local communi-
ty; and (3. the establishment of handicraft
and other training programs for women who
are idle in the camps.

2. Resolving the plight of displaced per-
sons in church compounds.—Some 4,000 dis-
placed persons—almost wholly women and
children—are crowded into the small com-
pounds of the Basilica and churches of the
Archdiocese of El Salvador. Some have been
there for as long as two to three years—
some have even been born there—under
conditions that severely limit their freedom.
These families have sought the protection
of the church because they fear that they
will not be assisted or protected under the
government’s displaced person program. In
the eyes of some Salvadoran military and
government officials many of these people
are seen as “subversives.” Even if they are
the dependent families of guerrillas or polii-
ical opponents, they must receive adequate
humanitarian assistance.

Every effort should be made to secure the
safe removal of these people—to have them
settled elsewhere in El Salvador under the
care and protection of a responsible interna-
tional agency, such as the ICRC or UNHCR.
The U.S. Embassy shrould lend our strong
diplomatic support to the resolution of this
humanitarian issue, which remains a burden
to the church and an unnecessary confine-
ment of the persons involved. It should be
in the interests of all concerned—the gov-
ernment, the church, and outside humani-
tarian organizations—to resolve this prob-
lem as soon as possible.

3. Support for human rights organiza-
tions.—We should actively support the work
of the two principal human rights organiza-
tions in El Salvador, the Tutela Legal.
which is associated with the Archdiocese,
and the newly established Commission on
Human Rights. The Tutela Legal has an es-
tablished record. However, the new Commis-
sion on Human Rights, operating out of the
President's office, does not yet have a per-
manent mandate. We should support efforts
to codify the work of this Commission in
the new Constitution and to assure its
future operation and independence.

4. Diplomalic support for the Internation-
al Committee of the Red Cross.—Two years
ago the obstruction that the ICRC faced in
obtaining access to prisoners was so great it
nearly decided to close its offices and end
the pretense that it was able to fulfill its ob-
ligations under the Geneva Conventions.
However, diplomatic intervention avoided
that unfortunate development.

The ICRC now reports improvement in
their ability to provide humanitarian assist-
ance to displace persons in El Salvador. It
also has access to political and military pris-
oners held by the Salvadoran authorities.
However, it continues to face obstacles in
obtaining responses from the government
upon many of its recommendations.

The ICRC still needs strong diplomatic
support to overcome the persistent resist-

'ance it encounters at many levels in El Sal-

vador concerning its work with political and
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military prisoners and its assistance to civil-
fans in contested zones. Currently in Mora-
zan provence the local commander is block-
ing the transportation of food and medi-
cines to the northern portions of the prov-
ince, declaring that the intensity of the
conflict is too great. If this intervention is
of only a short duration, during military op-
erations, ICRC representatives can under-
stand. However, if it extends much longer, it
will interfere with ICRC’s distribution of
relief supplies to non-combatants.

5. Amnesty program.—For a period of
three months this summer, El Salvader
launched an amnesty program under which
some 1,000 came forward—half of whom
were political prisoners released from pris-
ons. The program was hindered, however,
by its short duration and the lack of any in-
ternational participation to guarantee pro-
tecticn. We should encourage further am-
nesty programs under ICRC auspices, and
we should jein others in the international
community in offering third country safe-
haven or resettlement opportunities for
those seeking it. For example, of the 500 po-
litical prisoners released, 200 felt endan-
gered being out of prison without interna-
tional protection and they sought third
country resettlement. Canada, Belgium and
Australia agreed to give many safehaven.
The United States should participate in re-
settling those remaining as we have partici-
pated in the past in international efforts to
resettle political prisoners.

6. Judiciary reform.—There is a serious
need for judiclary reform in El Ssalvador,
and we should continue to support current
programs to strengthen their crimiral laws
and judicial system—all of which affect ef-

forts to correct human rights abuses. Under
El Salvador's laws, particularly the rules of
evidence, it is sometimes difficult to pros-
ecute offenders—especially if the charges
have political overtones. In addition, many
judges are not respected or adequately pro-
tected; not surprisingly, when difficult, con-
troversial or dangerous cases come up, many
find easier ways out. A serious effort to
achieve judicial reform is now underway
and it deserves strong support.
Honduras

1. Support of the refugee program.—As
noted earlier, refugee conditions in Hondu-
ras have stabilized and an effective interna-
tional program of assistance and protection
has been established under UNHCR aus-
pices. The United States must be prepared
to continue our support of this program
until durable solutions are achieved for the
refugees. And given the relative hospltallty
of the Government of Honduras towards'
refugees and its readiness to absorb refugees |
on a first asylum basis, the international
community needs to offer its continued as-
surance of diplomatic and financial support. |

In the case of the Salvadorans, a durable !
solution appears distant. The current situa-|
tion of displaced persons inside El Salvador
will not persuade Salvadorans living in far
better camps and conditions outside their
country to soon return. A more secure
countryside, relatively free of conflict, ap-
pears to be a precondition to the return of
any significant number of those Salvador-.
ans who fled the violence.

As for
they are well on their way to self-suff 1cienc:{|

and possible integration with the Honauran
Miskitos. We should support the current
care and maintenance programs of the
UNHCR as well as assist in mobilizing re-
sources to establish permanent settlements
for the Miskitos in Honduras—if they
choose to remain. The U.S. Mission and
A.LD. should become more invelved in
longer term development planning and sup-
port.

A third refugee program now emerging—
Ladino refugees from Nicaragua—will likely
require particular attention in the days
ahead, both in terms of preparations for a
potential influx of refugees and in assuring
that relief assistance is used only for hu-
manitarian purposes.

2. Protection of Salvadoran refugees.—The
United States should continue to express to
Honduran authorities our strong support
for the UNHCR's efforts to provide protec-
tion to Salvadoran refugees. This involves
not only support of the UNHCR's presence
in the camps, but also at the borders.

Particular attention should be paid to pro-
tecting refugees at Colomoncagua; if it is
necessary to move this camp for security
reasons, better planning and support will be
necessary to avoid the problems of the earli-
er move of Salvadorans from the La Virtud
camp to Mesa Grande. Also, if the Salva-
doran refugees at Colomoncagua must be
relocated from the border, the UNHCR's
concerns over freedom of movement should
be dealt with.

3. Support UNHCR seminars for Hon-
duran military.—We should continue our
support of the special seminars that
UNHCR has conducted with the Honduran
army on the Refugee Convention's guide-
lines on the treatment of refugees. There is
every indication that they have had some
positive effect on the ability of UNHCR to
protect refugees in Honduras, especially to-
wards arriving Salvadoran and Guatemalan
refugees—as evidenced in what could have
become a dangerous incident at the EI
Tesoro refugee camp for Guatemalans.
When the military arrested 18 camp resi-
dents, the Honduran army attempted Lo
adhere to the UNHCR guidelines and
sought the involvment of UNHCR officials.

Guatemala

1. Survey of needs of displaced persons.—
Although it appears that a significant dis-
placed persons problem is developing inside
Guatemala, with all its attendant food,
health, and medical problems, no one—nei-
ther the Guatemalan government, the U.S.
Embassy, nor the voluntary agencies—has a
grasp of the dimension of the problem. Esti-
mates of the total number of displaced per-
sons range from 10,000 to one million.

The United States should press for a thor-
ough survey of displaced persons—their
needs, their whereabouts and their num-
bers—to be conducted either by the Embas-
sy, a voluntary agency or the government,
And we should be prepared to increase sub-
stantially our humanitarian assistance pro-
gram, and to support the work of the volun-
tary agencies—with P.L. 480 food, with
emergency imedical supplies, and other
relief commodities. If emergency relief is
necessary—and some voluntary agency field
reports indicate it will be—the American

. Ambassador should consider taking the nec-

essary steps to activate immediate relief
funds through A.1.D.'s Office of Foreign




-

Disaster Assistance (which was one of the
first sources of funding for the displaced
persons’ program in El Salvador).

If a serious displaced persons problem
does develop, American humanitarian assist-
ance should be channeled through an inter-
national or voluntary agency serving as co-
ordinator of the displaced persons program.

2. Guatemalan refugees in Mexrico.—There
are currently an estimated 41,000 Guatema-
lan refugees in the southern Mexican prov-
ince of Chiapas—primarily Indians from the
Ixil-triangle who have fled military cam-
paigns in the countryside in 1981-82. Al-
though the situation in the field has stabi-
lized, conditions remain precarious in some
areas with only a two-week food supply and
serious health problems. In jungle terrain,
logistics also continue to be a problem.

Despite a recent commitment by the
Mexican government to offer extended as-
sistance and protection to the refugees, and
permission for the UNHCR to establish a

permanent presence in the field, a longer-
term solution is far off. Few, if any, refu-
gees have been willing to accept the Guate-
malan government’s offer of amnesty and
return to their country. There is a general
lack of confidence in the protection they
will receive when they return. A carefully
negotiated repatriation program under
UNHCR auspices, with strong diplomatic
and financial support of the United States,
might help resolve the problem. A good be-
ginning will be an invitation to refufee lead-
ers to return home—again, under UNHCR
protection—to see conditions for them-

-selves.

But it is unlikely they will be persuaded to
return if they see displaced persons among
their fellow countrymen receiving less as-
sistance or protection than is being received
under UNHCR programs in Mexico.@

— .
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is Britain's unsuccessful effort to regain control of the
Suez Canal in 1956; the U.S.'s "Suez" may well be Central
‘America.

Compounding the danger of Reagan's militaristie,
provocative policies in a highly volatile Central America
today is his inflamatory rhetoric blaming the Soviet Union
and Cuba for the conflict in Central America. Furthermore
on a global scale, relations between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union are at the lowest peint in years, due to
Reagan's ‘consistently hostile actions (e.g. placing
new nuclear missiles in Europe). Combined with this
administration's belief that a nuclear war is winnable,
this places us in a situation where nuclear confrontation
is more likely than at any time since the Cuban missile
erisis of 1962; and regional hot-spots of U.S. intervention,
such as Central America, are most likely to touch off an
international confrontation. What. more clearly demonstrates
the dangers of turning Central America into a war zone than
the U.S. mining of Nicaraguan harbors, which has -already
directly affected Soviet: ships? . | '

‘Given the above, USOCA Pelieves that it is incumbent
upon the Democratic Party to make a complete and principled
“break with the policies of the Reagan Administration in. -
Central America. -Reagan and his spokesmen are attempting
to force and impose "bipartisan consensus" regarding Central
America policy on Democrats, as a kind of litmus test of
patriotism and loyalty to the United States, maintaining
that public and Congressional debate and criticism
undermine U.S. interests abroad. We find this abhorrent
not only in its content but also in its violation of the
basic democratic traditions of the United States. Democrats
must not allow themselves to be intimidated into supporting
Reagan policy by Reaganite spectres of "losing" El Salvador
or Central America, nor should they accept administration
doublespeak about sendlng U.S. military aid now to avoid
direct U.S. involvement later.

We urge the Democratic Party to adopt a clear stance
of opposition to Reagan policy in Central America, and to
define a new policy based upon the following principles:
opposition to the militarization of the region currently
taking place; full respect for human rights; authentic
self-determination; good-faith negotiations to resolve
conflicts (in place of military solutions); commitment
to non-intervention; full economic and social development
of the region based on social justice.



Specifically, we urge the Democratic Party to establish
itself on record and to introduce legislation as appropriate
on the following points of U.S. policy in Central America:

1. TImmediate cessation of all U.S. military involvement
in Central America, including mllztary aid, egquipment,
training, and persconnel.

-~ 2. In particular, immediate cessation of all U.S.
mllltary aid to the government of El Salvador. While we
support the many legislative attempts to limit or restrict
such aid, we urge the Demcocratic Party to take the much
stronger stance of terminating such. aid altogether.

3. Continued ban on all military aid to Guatemala,
which has been identified by numerous human rights organizations
as having the worst record of human rights violations in the
hemisphere; and cessation of all military sales to the
Guatemalan government.

: L. Cbnditionin&.all.econahic;aid to E1 Salvador,:
Guatemala, and Honduras on verifiable improvements in
human rights; furthermore, the process of human rights -

~ certification should be strengthened and the Administration
~ should be legally obliged to abide by it.

5. An immediate end to all U.S. overt and covert  operations
- -against Nicaragua (through aid to the "contras" or directly);

and immediate cessation of all other destabilizing activity,
including econamic sanctions as well as economic sabotage,
directed against Nicaragua. In particular, an end to
terroristic, CIA-implemented or-directed acts of military
aggression, in. defiance of international law, such as the

mining of Nicaragua's harbors. '

6. In regard to U.S. military installations in Honduras,
an immediate withdrawal of all U.S. military personnel
(including advisers), and termination of all "military
exercises". TFurther, the U.S. installations themselves
should in no way be permanently institutionalized; rather,
they should be progressively dismantled, in order to
reduce tensions and the danger of war in the region. Minimally,
the Department of Defense should be prevented from using or
permitting the use of U.S. installations in Honduras as
a base for attacks on El Salvador, or for "contra" activities
tending toward an invasion of Nicaragua, which would ulti-
mately draw Honduras and Nicaragua into a tragic war.

T. A clear policy statement that the U.S. is committed
to not using military force to intervene in the internal
affairs of another country, as was done in Grenada, in
violation of international law.




8. Strictest possible application of the War Powers
Act, and absolute resistance to Reagan Administration attempts
to challenge its constitutionality. The War Powers Act. '
should be applied to all possible situations in which the
U.S. is involved, directly or indirectly (for example,
U.S. reconnaissance missions functioning in tactical
support of Salvadoran .combat units). '

9. U.S. participation in good. faith in unconditional

.negotiations with all parties in El Salvador, in

order to achieve a political rather than a military
solution. )

10. Acceptance of the Nicaraguan government's
offer to begin negotiations with the United States to
improve relations between the two countries.
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, }\pril 9 ... Foreign Minister Dante Caputo of Argentina today
informed a delegation of American Jewish Committee leaders that President
Alfonsin's government would introduce within the next two weeks in the
Argentinian Congress a series of laws outlawing anti-Semitism, racism, and all
forms of diserimination based on religion, race, and sex.

"There will be strong penalties for public diserimination," Minister Caputo
said, "and these laws will govern the behavior in the entire Argentine society."”

Minister Caputo discussed a broad range of domestic and foreign policy issues
with a delegation of American Jewish Committee leaders at the Argentinian
Mission to the United Nations. Ms. Rita Hauser of New York, Chairperson of the
AJC Executive Committee and a prominent international lawyer, headed the AJC
delegation. The meeting was arranged by AJC's International Relations
Department, whose director is Dr. Mare H. Tanenbaum.

Joining Mr. Caputo were the Argentine Ambassador to the United States,
Lucio Garcia del Solar; the Argentine Consul General in New York, Jose Ramon
Sanchis Munoz; Advisor to President Alfonsin, Carlos Nino; Principal Advisor to
Minister Caputo, Alberto Ham; and Franecisco Diez, private secretary to Minister
Caputo.

Discussing foreign policy concerns, Minister Caputo said that "the
Government of President Alfonsin condemns all forms of terrorism. I can assure
you that both internally and externally, we will insist on all legal means to combat
terrorism. We have suffered from all forms of terrorism; it is not an abstraection to
us; we know it firsthand. It is an absurd contradiction for us to fight terrorism
internally and allow it to go on internationally. Terrorism must be solved by law."

Mr. Caputo was responding to a series of concerns expressed by the AJC
delegation over anti-Semitic violence in Argentina as well as over the role of the
PLO in Argentina and other Latin American countries.

In answer to criticisms over past votes of Argentinian representatives to
United Nations bodies who supported anti-Israel resolutions, including "the
obscenity of the equation of Zionism with racism," Minister Caputo said, "We will

««more
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seek to rectify our votes on these issues. We will change the erratie, irrational,
and improvised character of Argentina's foreign policy. We will not vote at the UN
or elsewhere just because others want us to."

Jacobo Kovadloff of Buenos Aires, AJC's director of Latin American affairs,
informed Minister Caputo about the forcible closing of AJC's offices in Buenos
Aires in June 1977 under the threat of right-wing death squads. Minister Caputo
responded forthrightly: "We invite the American Jewish Committee to return and
reopen your offices. It would be a good symbol. The reasons which prompted the
closing are finished. We not only welecome your return but pledge to give you all
the assistance you need to reopen and to function in Argentina."

Minister Caputo also responded affirmatively to an “AJC proposal for
organizing exchange visits between Argentinian and American delegations, modeled
on AJC's successful exchange programs with France and Germany. Mr. Caputo said
his government would very much welcome such exchanges and would help in their
implementation.

The Foreign Minister also discussed his views on Argentinian-U.S. relations.
"The establishment of democracy," he said, "is to contribute to security and avoid
polarization. The U. S. policy in Latin American has been short-term and has led
to fostering ties with authoritarian governments friendly with the U.S.
Authoritarian governments are not stable, and those regimes produced negative
votes (toward the U.S. and Israel) in the United Nations and elsewhere.

"To insure demoeracy, we must create a foundation for real dialogue with the
U.S. The U.S, is interested in hemisphere security but forgets frequently about
democracy and development. Latin Americans speak about democracy and
development and forget about security. As Latin Americans produce things worthy
to defend, they will understand security mueh better."

Speaking of Argentina's economic plight, Minister Caputo told the AJC
leaders, "We have a great foreign debt and distortions in our domestic monetary
situation. It will take us a few years to deal with it. The Argentine Government
will seek to pay its debt but at the same time must be able to produce the
necessary wealth. We have had a deep recession during the last eight years that
caused a drop in our way of life and a drop in wages. What sense is there to try to
establish a democraey in our country if there is more recession, and a drop in
wages? We need to increase investments and have an economic success if
democracy is to survive,"”

The AJC delegation consisted of the following:

Ms. Hauser; Philip Hoffman of New Jersey, former AJC president; Richard
Maass of New Rochelle, N.Y., former AJC president; Leo Nevas of Norwalk, Conn.,
chairman of the AJC Task Force on Soviet Jewry; Howard Greenberger, professor
of law, New York University, and chairman of the AJC Task Force on Central
America; Mr. Kovadloff; Dr. David Gordis, executive vice-president-designate of
the AJC; William Trosten, AJC's acting director; and David Harris, deputy director
of AJC's International Relations Department

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of people here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human
relations for all people everywhere.
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Background Notes for Meeting with
President Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado
Tuesday, May 15, 1984

The Jewish Cemmﬁnity.

The population of Mexico -- 72 million -- is now second in size in Latin
America. The Jewish population -- 45 thousand -- constitutes the third largest
Latin-American Jewish community (after Argentina and Brazil). 96% of the Jews
live in Mexico City. The community is made up of 55% Ashkenazim from Eastern

. Europe; 40% Sephardim from the Middle East, North Africa and the Balkans. In

the last few years a number of Israelis have immigrated. The main coordinating
organization is the Comite Central Israelita. de Mexico.

Anti-Semitism in Mexico

Several years ago there seemed to be an increase in the anti-Semitic activities
of the right wing. This has receded and, while there are anti-Semitic materials
being published and distributed by this group, the Jewish community does not
consider it a significant threat. Left-wing anti-Semitism under the guise of
anti-"Zionism" and/or anti-Israel publications continues and remains a source of
concern to the community. The PLO maintains an office in Mexico City, but a
recent petition for diplomatic recognition and to increase thelr staff was
denied by the government. :

Mexico's Relations with Israel

.Generally, bilateral relations have been good. The vitrielie-anti Israel

articles in the media and speeches in the UN during the Lebanese crisis have
ended or are much muted. Recently Mexico and Israel signed a’ new agreement for
scientific, technological and cultural cooperation. Perhaps the most sig-
nificant aspect of. this agreement is the fact that it was signed in Jerusalenm.
Given the attitude of the previous Minister of Foreign Affairs .who had refused
to allow any agreement to be signed in Jerusalem, the action by the present
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the supportive involvement in the decision by
the new Mexican Ambassador to Israel, is considered by the Jewish community as a

-very positive omen.

Most importantly, Mexico, despite persistent pressure from Arab’ countries and
from left-wing elements in Mexico, continues to sell oil to Israel. At present,
40% of Israel's o0il requirements are imported from Mexico. It should be-pointed
out that the sale of o0il to :Israel is of great mutual benefit since Israel pays
for this o0il in cash, which is’ of significant a551stance to Mexico currently

undergoing a maJor economic crisis.



AJC and Mexico

# The American Jewish Committee has long had an interest in developing a close
relationship between the U.S. and Mexico. -

# The AJC established an office for Mexico and Central America in Mexico City
in 1966. Directed by Sergio Nudelstejer, it is the only American Jewish
organization based in the region and maintains a close relationship with both

the Mexican Government and Jewish community .

# During his tenure (1976-1982) the former President of Mexico, Jose Lopez
Portillo, visited the United States four times. Each time he met with an AJC
delegation. His predecessor, President Luis Echeverria, met with an AJC

delegation in 1976.

# Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ramer of Los Angeles represented AJC at the official
inauguration of President Miguel de la Madrid in December 1982.

‘# The AJC also met with then-Presidential candidate de la Madrid during the -
visit to Mexico of the AJC Board of Governors in February 1982.

*# We have supported liberal immigration legislation which would benefit, among
others, persons of Mexican origin now living in the United States.

* We have established an American-Hispanic Dialogue which was inaugurated in
San Antonio, Texas in February 1984. :

# The AJC has become the "address" for Mexican Government officials who wish to
establish a relationship with the Jewish community in the United States and its
various organizations. .



Talking Points for Meeting with Mexican President

1. Mexico is a particularly important country to us as Americans because (a) it
is a neighbor, (b) it is a substantial presence in Latin America, and (c¢) it is
an important country in the Third World. As Jews we are also interested because
Mexico has a significant Jewish community to which we have close ties.

2. We would be interested in hearing the President 's evaluation of the current
. political and economic situation in Mexico and the prospects for the future.

3. How does he evaluate the relationship between the United States and Mexico
at this time? Is there a particular role that an organization like the American
Jewish Committee can play in .strengthening that relationship?

4. How does he evaluate the relationship between Mexico and Israel?

-

5. We are concerned about the politicization of international organizations and
their specialized agencies which divert attention from their stated and widely-
shared goals. We would welcome the President's comments on this subject.

6. One of the issues of great concern to Jews and to others who are interested
in human rights is the situation of Jews in the USSR. We would like to ask the
Mexican President to consider possible intervention through appropriate
bilateral and multilateral channels to address this issue.

David Geller and Sergin Nudelstejer
AJC International Relations Department

84-560-19
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The “American Jewish Commuittee

Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 - Cahle Wishcam, N.Y.

May 17, 1984

Mr. Marcel Ruff

President

FEDECO

Apartado Postal 502

Guatemala City, Guatemala, C.A.

Dear Marcel,

[ was glad to have the opportunity to speak with you last week, but I regret
the circumstances that brought it about. Our Jewish communities have more
than enough real problems and needs to contend with and should not be
wasting time and energy on such useless controversies and polemics.

There is a real need for serious and thoughtful analysis based on objective
data regarding the problems of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism in Nicaragua
and elsewhere, and for finding politically effective ways of dealing with
those urgent issues. But newspaper headlines are hardly a mature and
responsible way of doing that.

I have three purposes in writing to you now:

First, I wanted to report to you, and through you, to FEDECO's leadership,
on the very positive contribution that Moises Sabbaj made in interpreting
the interests of ‘Central American Jewry to our national leadership. His
prepared talk was warmly received, and heightened the consciousness of our
leaders from throughout the United States to their responsibilities to their
fellow-Jews in Central America.

In behalf of-the American Jewish Committee, for Sergio Nudelstejer and
myself, we want to thank you for the wise choice of Moises as your official
spokesman to our AJC Annual Meeting.

Second, we arranged a meeting of major representatives from national
Rabbinic seminaries, Jewish educational bodies, Hillel, JDC, HIAS, and JWB
to meet with Moises Sabbaj on May 1 in order to discuss how we might be
helpful in mobilizing Rabbis, teachers, community services, social welfare
and other skilled persons to come to Central America in order to meet your
internal spiritual and educational needs. We were heartened by a quite
positive interest, and meetings were arranged with Moises to begin concrete
arrangements for such recruitment. He will, I am sure, report to you in
detail on these developments.

HOWARD 1. FRIEDMAN, President & 8 WILLIAM S. TROSTEN, Acting Director
THEODORE ELLENOFF; Chair, Board of Governors L ALFRED H. MOSES, Chair, National Executive Council L] ROBERT S. JACOBS, Chair, Board of Trustees L]
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If we can be of any help in further follow-up, please feel free to contact
Sergio or myself.

Third, I have read the text of the statement that Rabbi Morton Rosenthal
drafted with you and Luis Lieberman as printed in The Jewish World of May
11-17. 1 have no desire to prolong this foolish way of dealing with a
significant issues, but I must say two things for the record which I must
ask you to communicate to your FEDECO leadership: :

a) The statement, which clearly bears the exaggerated style of Rabbi
Rosenthal's authorship, attributes to me assertions which I never made in
any form - neither in public speeches, nor in my radio broadcasts, nor in my
syndicated columns. I enclose copies of everything I have written and
broadcast about FEDECO and Central American Jewry so that fair-minded people
can judge for themselves whether the Rosenthal-inspired apologia has any
basis in fact.

I have never said nor written that "FEDECO did not say that there was not
anti-Semitism (in Nicaragua)." In fact, in my syndicated column, "Is
Nicaragua Anti-Semitic?", dated October 14, 1983, I wrote:

"...during the upheaval, there is no question that some Sandinista
guerillas, poisoned by PLO propaganda, acted in an anti-Semitic way."

I also said nothing whatsoever about any "resolutions" being "adopted or
discussed" by FEDECO. That is another misrepresentation of my views. But
you know as well as I - and you can refresh your recollection by listening
to the tapes of the discussion that took place during the panel at which
Rabbi Rosenthal spoke about Nicaragua - that at least three of the FEDECO
delegates sharply questioned the wisdom and utility of Rabbi Rosenthal's
sensationalizing the issue at the expense of a more complex understanding
what went on in Nicaragua. - .

Your statement (drafted by Rosenthal) does in fact come to the conclusion I
have held all along when it asserts, "Anti-Semitism was one of the major
factors, although not the only factor, that caused Nicaraguan Jews to leave
Nicaragua." If Rabbi Rosenthal has articulated this balanced understanding
of the geo-political realities in Nicaragua in his numerous statements and
articles, there would be little difference in our approach. The utility of
such an approach is that it avoids creating an hysterical atmosphere of
anti-Semitic pogroms and frees us tao deal with the far more fundamental
present threat to the interest of Central American and world Jewry, includ-
ing Israel, namely, the sinister and deadly anti-Jewish and anti-democratic
role of the PLO and their fellow-travelling Sandanista commandates in
Nicaragua and throughout Latin America. It is a whole different conception.

b) The statement attributes to me an assertion that "there is a general
exodus of Jews from Central America." I challenge Rabbi Rosenthal or anyone
else to present a single line that I have written that makes such a sweeping
statement. What I did say is a supposition, contained in the attached
column, "Latin America's Jews, their hopes, fears," (The Jewish Week,
February 17, 1984):




"If Marxist revolutions are allowed to topple the governments of their
countries, they see no future for Jewish life, and many hundreds of Jews are
already leaving."

I believe that statement to be truthful, and it is based in large part on
the demographic data that I heard and wrote down from the FEDECO leaders
from each of the Central American countries who reported on the situation of
their countries during the panel discussion. "General gxodus" - which I
never said - implies mass flight of entire populations. '"Many hundreds of
Jews...leaving" is a sociological reality.

In sum, if you grant the accuracy of these comments, I cannot understand how
you and Mr. Lieberman could sign a statement drafted by Rosenthal that
defames me by asserting: "Rabbi Tanenbaum's statements have created
regrettable confusion, because they did not accurately reflect events at the
meeting of FEDECO."

In point of fact, I believe that my statements, broadcasts, and columns were
entirely accurate portrayals of everything I heard and read during and since
the FEDECO meeting, and therefore the statement is erroneous and inaccurate
on almost every count. I regret very much, especially since I feel such
bonds of friendship with you and other members of FEDECO whom I felt
privileged to meet, that you were placed in a c ompromising position to have
to lend your name to a statement whlch is not worthy of your integrity and
stature

Marcel, I end consciously on a pnsifive note of friendship because I refuse
to allow this publicity squall to affect in any negative way the relation-
ship between ourselves or of FEDECO with the American Jewish Committee.

The presence of Moises Sabbaj at the AJC Annual Meeting was the bBQIHnlng of
an important and -constructive bond between Central American Jewry and our
national leadership. I propose to do everything in my power to assure its
positive continuation. -

With warm good wishes to you, Mrs. Ruff, and FEDECO leadership, I am,

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director
International Relations Department

MHT:1s
encls.

cc: Sergio Nudelstejer, Mexico
Moises Sabbaj, Guatemala
Luis Lieberman, Costa Rica
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THE CENTRAL AMERICAN CRISIS
S NITI

FirsT, I woud LIKE TO THANK THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE For THE SPE-
CIAL INTEREST IT HAS SHOWN IN INVITING FEDECO To THIS REuNION, IT IS
POSSIBLE, AND [ WILL TRY TO PRESENT You wiTH FEDECO’S THINKING IN RE-
LATION TO THE CENTRAL AMERICAfCH®LS, AND ITS IMPACT ON JEWISH COMMUNL
TIES IN THAT AREA. _

FEDECO'S MEMBERSHIP HAS REACHED THE CONCLUSION THAT THE DESTINY OF
ITS COMMUNITIES IS INTIMATELY RELATED TO THE FOREIGN, AS WELL AS TO THE
INTERNAL POLICIES OF THE UNITED STATES. THEREFORE. THIS IMPORTANT IN-
FLUENCE MUST BE MENTIONED IN THIS PRESENTATION,

THE CENTRAL AVERICAN CRISIS IS DISCUSSED IN ALL CIRCLES AND AT EVERY
LEVEL OF OUR SOCIETIES, AND IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE EXAMINE THE REAL
ORIGIN OF THIS CRISIS, IN ORDER TO REACH THOSE CONCLUSIONS THAT WILL
ALLOW AN ADEQUATE SOLUTION: al ' MmN

THE STRATEGIC POSITION OF THE ISTHMUS, NO DOUBT, CONSTITUTES AAFACTOR

| OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE FOR THIS AREA T BE IN A SEVERE CRISIS.

IN HIS MESSAGE TO THE JOINT SESSION oF Coneress oF APRIL 27, 1983,
PRESIDENT REAGAN RECALLED THAT ALREADY DURING WoRLD WaR 11, HITLER HAD
RECOGNIZED THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF THIS AREA, GERMAN SUBMARINES éANK
MORE TONNAGE IN THE CARIBBEAN THAN IN THE ATLANTIC. THIS WAS DONE WITH

Avartady Postal 502 Teléfono: 67643 Telex: 6137 Rep GRK
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" OUT HAVING A NAVAL BASE ANYWHERE IN THE AREA, PRESIDENT REAGAN ALSO RE
MINDED CONGRESS THAT TWO THIRDS OF ALL FOREIGN TRADE AND PETROLEUM PAS-
SES THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL AND THE CARIBBEAN, IN cASE OF A EUROPEAN
CRISIS, AT LEAST HALF OF THE AMERICAN SUPPLIES FoR NATO WOULD HAVE TO
G0 THROUGH THESE AREAS BY SEA, |

THE SOVIET UNION HAS CLEARLY RECOGNIZED THE VITAL .IMPORTANCE OF U.S.
INTERESTS IN THE AREA, THERE ARE SIGNS THAT THE U.S. ARE BEGINNING TO
RECOGNIZE THIS IMPORTANCE, Too IT 15 THEREFORE UNNECESSARY T0 FURTHER
INSIST ON THE GEOPOLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS AREA.

THe CENTRAL AMERICAN cmsrs IS VIEWED BY DIFFERENT SECTORS IN DIFFER-
ENT WAYS: THERE ARE THOSE WHO VIEW IT AS JUST ONE MORE LINK OF THE
EAST-WEST CONFRONTATION, AND THEY ATTRIBUTE THE REVOLUTION ONLY TO THE
DIRECT INTERFERENCE OF THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS CARIBBEAN SATELLITE.
OTHERS ATTRIBUTE THE ORIGIN OF THE CRISIS TO THE EXTREME INEQUITIES EX-
ISTING IN THE MATTER OF ACCESS TO LAND, OPPORTUNITY AND JUSTICE, |

BUT WE MUST EXAMINE THE PROBLEM FROM A REALISTIC POINT OF VIEW, AND
NOT FROM ONE INFLUENCED BY POLITICAL CONVICTIONS OR PERSONAL CONVENIENCE.

LET US SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT |

1.~ INEQUITIES IN ACCESS TO LAND DO EXIST IN CENTRAL AMERICA:

2.~ INEQUITIES IN ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITY DO EXIST IN CENTRAL AVERICA:

3.~ INEQUITIES IN ACCESS TO ‘JUSTICE DO EXIST IN CENTRAL AMERICA:

4~ VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DO EXIST IN CENTRAL AMERICA.

sanne
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THESE SAD TRUTHS HOWEVER, ARE NOT EXCLUSIVE TO THE CENTRAL AMERICAN
AREA, THEY EXIST IN MANY OTHER COUNTRIES AND REGIONS: OF THE WORLD, . |
BUT THE FACT IS THAT IN CENTRAL AMERICA, THEY DO EXIST, AND THERE IS A
CRISIS, SO WE MUST ASK OURSELVES A VERY IMPORTANT QUESTION: WHY??

THESE UNFORTUNATE CONDITIONS HAVE EXISTED IN OUR AREA FOR MANY MANY
YEARS, AND THERE HAS NEVER BEEN SUCH A CRISIS AS WE HAVE TODAY, CAN IT
BE, THAT THE PEOPLE IN OUR AREA HAVE ALL OF A SUDDEN, SPONTAENOUSLY. BE
COME CONSCIOUS OF THESE TRUTHS OR CONDITIONS? IT IS POSSIBLE: BUT THEN.
WHY HAVE OTHER PEOPLE IN OTHER AREAS NOT REACTED IN A SIMILAR WAY, IN-
CLUDING SUCH AREAS WHERE THE INEQUITIES ARE EVEN GREATER? k

IN GUATEMALA, FOR EXAMPLE, THERE IS POVERTY, BUT PEOPLE DO NOT STARVE
TO DEATH AS THEY DO IN NORTHEASTERN BRAZIL, WHERE THE HUNGER PROBLEM
HAS REACHED ALARMING PROPORTIONS, YOU MUST BE AWARE OF THE COUNTLESS
ASSAULTS ON SUPERMARKETS IN THAT COUNTRY, WHERE THE ONLY PURPOSE OF THE
RAIDERS IS TO OBTAIN FOOD TO SURVIVE. BUT BRAZIL DOES NOT HAVE A CRI-
SIS PROBLEM LIKE THE ONE WE HAVE IN CENTRAL AMERICA. WHY NOT??

MEXICO, WHICH IS THE ONLY COUNTRY GEOGRAPHICALLY LOCATED BETWEEN THE
UN1TED STATES AND CENTRAL AMERICA, ALSO SUFFERS FROM THE SAME TRUTHS
AND CONDITIONS AS WE DO IN CENTRAL AMERICA. HOWEVER, IN MEXICO THERE
IS NO SUCH CRISIS AS THE ONE EXISTING IN CENTRAL AvericA. WHY NOT??

ARE THE BRAZILIANS OR THE MEXICANS MORE IGNORANT OF THEIR CONDITIONS
AND PROBLEMS THAN WE CENTRAL AVERICANS? [T CANNOT BE SO, THEN. AGAIN
WE MUST ASK: WHY IS THERE A CRISIi'S IN CENTRAL AMERICA?
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THE ANSWER, AS WE SEE IT, IS DUE TO THE CONSCIOUS DESIRE AND INTEREST
OF THE SOVIET UNION To DESTABILIZE THE AREA IN ORDER TO GAIN POLITICAL
OBJECTIVES, AND TO DIRECTLY THREATEN THE SECURITY OF THE U.S. But Do
NOT MISUNDERSTAND US, THE FOREGOING DOES NOT MEAN A DENIAL OF THE EX-
ISTING INEQUITIES, AS JEWS, WE COULD NOT AND NEITHER COULD You, As
JEWS, WE CARE ..+ AND AS SUCH WE CARE FOR LIFE AND JUSTICE: IF NOT, WE
WOULD NOT BE JEWS.

As JEWS, WE HAVE THE RESPONSABILITY TO PROMOTE THE WELL BEING OF HU-
MANITY, WE MUST HOWEVER ACT IN AN INTELLIGENT WAY.

~ THERE 1S NO DOUBT THAT THE SOVIET UNION EXPLOITS THE EXISTING INEQUI-
TIES TO PROMOTE SUBVERSION FOR ITS OWN ENDS, AND SADLY, IT ALSO EXPLOITS
THE GOOD WILL AND LIBERAL FEELINGS OF JEWS EVERYWHERE, SO THAT MANY OF
US, HERE AND ELSEWHERE, IN GOOD FAITH, SUPPORT SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENTS
THAT ONLY BRING GREATER MISFORTUNE TO THE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL AVERICA,

LET'S LOOK AT A HISTORICAL EXAMPLE:

AN AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION BACKS THE SANDINISTA REVOLUTION AND HE_L.F;S: '
TO OVERTHROW A REPRESSIVE REGIME, WHICH HAD BEEN IMPOSED FORMERLY BY
ANOTHER AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION AND THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY SUP-
PORTS ITS GOVERNMENT. BUT, THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE ARE WORSE OFF TODAY
THAN BEFORE, AND THE SOVIET UNION, WHICH SUPPRESSES ALL FORM OF JEWISH
LIFE, EVEN AGAINST ITS OWN LAWS, HAS W‘A FOOTHOLD ON THE LANDBRIDGE
OF THE AMERICAN CONTINENT, '
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WE BELIEVE THAT THE POLICY. FOLLOWED BY THE AMERICANS ON BOTH OCCA-
SIONS MENTIONED ABOVE IN NICARAGUA WAS UNFORTUNATE. THE NICARAGUAN
PEOPLE’S PROBLEMS WERE NOT SOLVED AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE TODAY A
SERIOUS SITUATION, CAUSED BY THEIR OWN DOING, EVEN THOUGH IT WAS DONE
IN GOOD FAITH, AND IN THE NAME OF THE HIGHEST HUMAN VALUES,
THe DEMOCRATIC PARTY’S POLICY. CLEARLY STATED IN SENATOR CHRISTOPHER
J. Dopp’s RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN'S SPEECH OF APRIL 27, 1983, IN
THE NAME OF ALL DEMOCRATIC SENATORS, STATED:
- "WE WILL OPPOSE THE ESTABLISI-NENT OF MARXIST STATES IN CENTRAL AMER
IcA”
- "l g WILL NOT ACCEPT THE CREATION OF SOVIET MILITARY BASES IN CENTRAL
AMERICA"

- “AND WE WILL NOT TOLERATE THE PLACEMENT OF SOVIET DFFENSIVE MISSILES
IN CENTRAL AVMERICA, NOR ANYWHERE IN THIS HEMISPHERE”

- "FINALLY, WE ARE FULLY PREPARED TO DEFEND OUR SECURITY AND THE SE-
CURITY OF THE AMERICAS, IF NECESSARY, BY MILITARY MEANS.”

THIS IS CERTAINLY A VERY REASSURING POLICY, COMING FROM IMPORTANT De-
MOCRATS, ' |

BUT, WE MUST NOT FORGET THAT IT WAS A DEMOCRATIC ADMINISTRATION WHICH
ALLOWED THE SANDINISTAS TO COME TO POWER AND TODAY. A REPUBLICAN ADMIN-
ISTRATION 1S INVOLVED IN THE MINING OF NICARAGUAN PORTS, IN THE FIRST
CASE, A POLICY ACTION WAS FOLLOWED WHICH DID NOT ANTICIPATE FUTURE E-
VENTS, IN THE SECOND CASE, AN ACTION WAS SUPPORTED WHICH VIOLATES IN- |

LR
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RECENTLY, AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS CENTRAL AMERICA HAS BEEN RE-EXAM-
INED FROM A BIPARTISAN POINT OF VIEW., WE BELIEVE THAT FOREIGN POLICY
SHOULD NOT BE A PARTISAN ISSUE: IT SHOULD NOT EVEN BE A BIPARTISAN IS-
SUE. WHAT IT sHoULD BE IS A NON-PARTISAN ISSUE.

HOWEVER, AS WE MENTIONED IN THE BEGINNING, WESHOULD BE REALISTIC,AND
IT IS NOT REALISTIC TO EXPECT A NON-PARTISAN FOREIGN PoLicy, THE U.S.,
BECAUSE OF INTERNAL PoLI_Tlcs, EXPERIENCES CONSTANT OPPOSITION BETWEEN
BOTH PARTIES, THESE PARTY DISAGREEMENTS PRODUCE A FOREIGN POLICY WHICH
HAS BEEN INCONSISTENT.

IN SPITE OF THESE PARTY. DIFFERENCES, WE MUST HOPE THAT THE U.S. WILL
FORMULATE A LATIN AVERICAN POLICY OF SHORT, MEDIUM AND LONG TERM SUP-
PORTED BY BOTH PARTIES, IT IS IMPERATIVE AND URGENT TO DO S0, [T Is
NECESSARY FOR THE AVERICAN PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT SUCH A POLICY IS CLEARLY
DEFINED, IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE PEOPLE OF LATIN AMERICA TO KNOW THAT

ERSHIP TO KNOW THAT THIS POLICY IS CLEARLY DEFINED, |
WITH NO INTENTION OF BEING ALARMISTS, WE MUST STATE OUR FEELING THAT
THE SECURITY OF THIS HEMISPHERE IS AT STAKE, AND THE SECURITY OF ALL OF

US WHO LIVE IN IT, |
IT IS NECESSARY TO ACT SWIFTY AND FIRMLY IN ORDER TO ADEQUATELY SOLVE

VIET ADVANCE IN OUR HEMISPHERE. |

HIS POLICY IS CLEARLY DEFINED, AND IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE SOVIET LEAD-

THE CENTRAL AMERICAN CRISIS, AND TO STOP FINALLY AND COMPLETELY THE So-

LU

S
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LET US REMEMBER WHEN ONE SPOKE OF THE SOVIET MENACE: LET US REMEMBER
WHEN ONE SPOKE OF THE SOVIET-CUBAN MENACE. TODAY, WE HAVE TO SPEAK.OF
THE SovIET-CuAN-NICARAGUAN MENACE, MUST WE ONE DAY SPEAK OF THE Sovi-
ET-CUBAN-NICARAGUAN-SALVADORAN-GUATEMALAN-COSTARICAN-PANAMANEAN MENACE?
WHO DO YOU THINK WOULD BE NEXT? |

IT IS TRUE AS CLEARLY STATED EARLIER, THAT THERE IS INJUSTICE AND
OTHER INEQUITIES IN OUR AREA, AND THE U.S. MUST CONTRIBUTE, IN ORDER TO
PROTECT ITS OWN INTERESTS, TO THE SOLUTION OF THESE PROBLEMS, AND MUST
NOT FALL INTO THE SOVIET TRAP. |

IN CONCLUSION:

1- IT IS NOT TRUE THAT THIS REVOLUTION IS A CONSEQUENCE OF POVERTY,

* POVERTY THAT WE JEWS BELIEVE MUST BE ABOLISHED. |
2- IT 1S NOT TRUE THAT THIS REVOLUTION IS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE LACK
OF OPPORTUNITY. OPPORTUNITY WE JEWS BELIEVE SHOULD BE AVAILABLE
70 ALL. |

3~ [T 1S NOT TRUE THAT THIS REVOLUTION IS A CONSEQUENCE OF A LACK OF

JUSTICE. JUSTICE THAT WE JEWS BELIEVE SHOULD ALWAYS EXIST.
U4- IT IS NOT TRUE THAT DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS ARE A SOLUTION TO THE
PROBLEM. ELECTIONS WE JEWS, SUPPORT, |
THE CRISIS IS GENERATED BY THE STRATEG\ OF ONE OF THE TWO SUPER-POW-
ERS, WHICH HAS A REPRESENTATIVE IN THE CARIBBEAN QUITE cLOSE To CENTRAL
AMERICA, WE ARE IN THE MIDDLE OF A BATTLE BETWEEN THE SUPER-POWERS,

EACH TRYING TO ASSERT ITS HEGEMONY TO RETAIN., OR OBTAIN, STRATEGIC POSL
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TIONS IN THE AREA, |

ToDAY, WHILE WE ARE HERE IN NEw YORK, THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR ARE
CASTING THEIR VOTES IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHO SHALL BE THEIR NEXT PRE-
SIDENT., (GREAT SEGMENTS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND ITS GOVERNMENT HAVE
OPENLY SUPPORTED ONE OF THE CONTESTANTS, THEY HAVE ALSO OPENLY OPROSED
THE OTHER ONE, THE CRUCIAL QUESTION 1S: WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF THE CON-
TESTANT NOT SUPPORTED BY THE U.S, SHOULD WIN? ILL AVERICAN DEMOCRACY
OPERATE? WILL THE WISHES OF THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR AS EXPRESSED AT
THE POLLS BE RESPECTED AND SUPPORTED? (R, WILL THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVA-
DOR BE CHASTISED, BY CUTTING OFF ALL ASSISTANCE, BECAUSE THEY CHOSE A
GOVERNMENT THAT IS NOT WHAT THE U,S, WANTED?

WHAT DO YoU BELIEVE THE SOVIET UNION WoULD PREFER? THE SAME AS YOU
DO OR THE OPPOSITE? THINK ABOUT THIS QUESTION WHEN YOU HEAR OF THE RE-
TURNS FROM THIS ELECTION. WE DO NOT KNOW THE OUTCOME OF THIS ELECTION;
NEITHER DO WE DARE MAKE A PREDICTION, |

] WOULD NOW LIKE TO SAY SOMETHING OF THE IMPACT OF THIS CRISIS ON THE
JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF THE ISTHMUS, )

IN THE FIRST PLACE, THERE 1S NO PROBLEM WITH THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF
NICARAGUA., THIS COMMUNITY DOES NOT EXIST ANY MORE. HOWEVER, THE RE-
MAINING COMMUNITIES WOULD SUFFER A TREMENDOUS IMPACT, SHOULD ANYONE OF
THE COUNTRIES FALL. THE EFFECT ON THE REMAINING COUNTRIES WOULD BE

INSTANTANEOUS, AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES WOULD BE THE FIRST TO FEEL ITS

CONSEQUENCES. THESE COMMUNITIES, BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THEY ARE JEw-
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ISH, WOULD BE SUBJECTED TO IMVEDIATE REPRESSION SIMPLY BECAUSE THE PLD
WOULD GAIN SUBSTANTIAL INFLUENCE, |
' THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITIES WOULD
MAKE THEM TARGETS, IF NOT AS JEWS, CERTAINLY AS INDIVIDUALS. THE COM-
MUNITIES WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY DISAPPEAR, THIS IS A HISTORICAL FACT,
" The Jews oF CENTRAL AMERICA ARE NOT GREAT LANDOWNERS: THEY ARE NEITHER
" NMONG THE WEALTHIEST FAMILIES IN THEIR COUNTRIES, AND THEY DO NOT HAVE
GREAT POLITICAL INFLUENCE IN THE AREA. THERE ARE, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE., NO
JEWS IN THE MILITARY STRUCTURES OF CENTRAL AMERICA. |
THE PATTERN OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF CENTRAL AVERICA IS QUITE SIM
ILAR TO THAT OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. FIRST GENERATION _'mu—
GRANTS DEDICATED MAINLY TO TRADE AND SMALL INDUSTRY, THE SECOND GENER-
ATION IS CONSTITUTED OF A LARGE NUMBER OF PROFESSIONALS AND PROGRESSIVE
ENTEPRENEURS. | |
BECAUSE OF OUR SOCIAL STATUS, THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES WOULD BE THE
FIRST TO FEEL THE IMPACT. THE ENTEPRENEUR WOULD HAVE TO ASSUME A DE-
FENSIVE POSITION, AND THE PROFESSIONALS WOULD LOOSE THEIR -ImEPE_NDhNCE
OF ACTION, THE ATMOSPHERE OF LIBERTY THAT BROUGHT OUR ANCESTORS TO
THESE COUNTRIES 1S DISAPPEARING, AND THIS ALONE GIVES US GREAT FOOD FOR

THOUGHT ,
WE wOULD SUFFER DETERIORATION IN OUR ECONOMY, OUR SECURITY AND SOCIAL

LY,
We As JEWS wOULD IN ADDITION SUFFER FROM POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND PLAIN
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"HOODLUMISM”. THIS HAS ALREADY AFFECTED US, PERCENTAGE WISE, MUCH MORE
THAN THE REST OF THE POPULATION. | |

- WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS VITAL FOR THESE COMMUNITIES TO SURVIVE. REMEM-
BER THAT EACH ONE OF THESE COUNTRIES REPRESENTS ONE VOTE IN THE INTER-
NATIONAL FORUMS, AND TODATE THEY HAVE OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORTED ISRAEL,
WITHOUT A JEWISH COMMUNITY IN THESE COUNTRIES, WE DO NOT KNOW HOW THESE
VOTES WOULD BE CAST IN THE FUTURE, |

[T 1S A PROVEN FACT THAT JEWS CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TOWARDS THE WELL-BE-
ING OF THE COUNTRY IN WHICH THEY LIVE. THERE ARE MANY EXAMPLES. You
HERE IN THE U, S, HAVE GREATLY CONTRIBUTED IN THIS DIRECTION IN A
PRAISEWORTHY MANNER, ON THE OTHER HAND, COUNTRIES THAT LOSE THEIR JEw-
ISH POPULATION, REGRET IT. SPAIN, AFTER 500 YEARS HAS NOT RECUPERATED
COMPLETELY FROM THE EXPULSION OF HER JEws 1IN 1492, |

WE MUST RECOGNIZE REALISTICALLY THE ORIGINS OF THE CENTRAL MERic:AN

| CRISIS, WE MUST ALSO RECOGNIZE THE DANGERS TO THE SECURITY OF THE U S
IN THE CONTINUANCE OF THIS CRISIS, . '.

LET Us TOUCH ON ONLY ONE OF THE REAL.! TANGIBLE AND IMMINENT IDANGERS:
THE REFUGEES, ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL; WHICH WOULD SURELY LOOK TO THE U.S.
FOR NEW HOPE, TODAY WE TALK OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CENTRAL ﬁMERI—
CAN ‘REFUGEES , A FEW OF THESE HAVE ALREADY COME TO THE U.S. THE QUES'
TION 1S: ARE YOU PREPARED TO ABSORB THE MILLIONS OF LaTI AMERICAN REE
UGEES THAT WOULD COME WALKING TO THE U.S.? No BOATS ARE NEEDED FOR -
THIS TRIP. ONLY SHOES, AND IN LIEU OF THEM, BARE FEET ARE ENOUGH,

fanan

Apartacs Postal 502 : Teléfono: 67613 Telex: <6137 Rep GRK
Costeniig, Guatemaly, C A, Cable: FEDECO i




FEDERACION DE COMUNIDADES }UDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA
Y PANAMA

’ e | | | - Ho.JA Ne 11

THERE HAVE BEEN VERY SERIOUS ESTIMATES AS TO THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES

* THAT WOULD FLOW, ITS FIGURE HAS BEEN SET AT 25 MILLION. Do You NOT -
CONSIDER THIS AS'A GREAT THREAT, EVEN IF ONLY FROM A DEMOGRAPHIC POINT
OF VIEW?

IT 1S IMPERATIVE TO FORESEE THIS, ANb THE DIFFERENT WAYS TO SOLVE THE
PROBLEMS, THERE ARE PEOPLE, IGNORANT OF THE WAY OF THINKING OF THE
AVERICAN PEOPLE, WHO SUGGEST THAT A GREAT WALL SHOULD BE BUILT ALONG
THE SOUTHERN BORDER. TECHNOLOGY FOR SUCH AN ENTERPRISE IS AVAILABLE,
HE KNOW WHO HAS THE BEST TECHNOLOGY. THIS COULD BE A SOLUTION, OF
COURSE. HOWEVER, THOSE WHO THINK ALONG THESE LINES, FORGET THAT THE
U.S. HAS ALWAYS GIVEN REFUGE TO THE PERSECUTED, AND THAT THE WALL SOLU-
TION HOULD NEVER BE APPROVED BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, A BETTER SQLUTION
WOULD BE TO EXAMINE THIS PROBLEM OBJECTIVELY, LEAVING THE INTERNAL POLL
TICAL RIVALRIES ASIDE, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A LONG TERM CONSISTENT FOR
EIGN POLICY. | |

FEDECO sucGesTs To THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE THAT AN AD-HOC COM-
MISSION BE FORMED TO KEEP IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH US, SO AS TO BE COM-
PLETELY INFORMED AS TO WHAT IS GOING ON IN OUR AREA. HAVING THIS

CREDIBLE INFORMATION AVAILABLE T You CAN GREATLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE

SOLUTION OF OUR PRESSING PROBLEMS. " '
HOWEVER MUCH SOME OF THE IDEAS AND OPINIONS WE HAVE EXPRESSED HERE

MAY COINCIDE WITH POSITIONS TAKEN IN THE U.S., 1 MUST EMPHASIZE AND
INSIST THAT YOU RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE NOT THE AGENTS OF ANY PARTY OR

Apartado Pastal 502 - Teléfono: 67643 Telex: 6137 Rep GRK:
Guatemala, Guatenmaia, CAL Cable: FEDECO
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GROUP, THESE ARE THE OPINIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF JEWS WHO LIVE IN
CENTRAL AMERICA.

As JEWS. WE ARE'ASKING THE SUPPORT OF JEWS TO HELP TO SOLVE THE cai—
s1s. Do THIS IN THE GREAT TRADITION OF THOSE VALUES THAT MAKES JUDAISM
ETERNAL, NAMELY I1TS ETHICS AND ITS MORALS., AS A RESULT YOU WILL ALSO
BE GUARANTEEING THE SECURITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

Apartade Postal 502 : Teléfono: 67643 ; Telex: _6137 Rep GRK:

Guatemily, Guatemala, €. AL Cable: FEDECO



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date  2pri1 19, 1984 cc: G. DuBow
M. Tanenbaum

S. Naturman

'o Andrew Baker

fl‘Oll‘I William Gralnick

.
S“bled International Associates

Our chapter is interested in setting up a net
in which to catch the schools of Jewish Central and
South Americans zipping around here.

Please fill me in on how your associates group
works:

1) How it was started

2) What it does

3) Campaign in-put, if any
4) Pit-falls, if any

Good Yontiff. See you soon.

WAG:gs
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rio Permuth, Ministro Agricult
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Manuel Tenenbaum
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. Edwin Shapiro.
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Rab. Marc Tenenbaum
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Hannan Olami

REFLEXION DE UN
ENCUENTRO

La adversidad no abatié a Israel como a otras naciones. El
pueblo de Israel “se crecié’ ante la adversidad. Alcanzé la esta-
tura y fortaleza suficiente, no solo para sobrevivir, sino para ha-
cerlo con la dignidad que exige su propia ética

No debemos confundiros y creer que esa fortaleza y esta-
tura devienen de la adversidad. Esa adversidad es un elemento
externo que obligb a Israel “al milagro de su supervivencia”,
pero la substancia que permitié crecer en proporciones milagro-
sas para sobrevivir a las terribles mutilaciones de que fue obje-
to, es un elemento interno.

Ese elemento interno en sus diversos grados de observacion,
es la religion de Isrgel. La religion de Israel, es la vasija que con-
tiene y mezcla dentro de ella en las proporciones exactas: la es-
piritualidad, la moral y la ética judia.

La observancia de ésta religion, equivale al acto de frotar la
lampara maravillosa del cuento de hadas, que hace surgir al *'ge-
nio’’; en este caso al Genio de Israel, capaz del milagro que se es-
pera de él.

Lo anterior es valido para el Pueblo de Israel en Guatemala,
en toda la Didspora judia y en el Estado de Israel.
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DISCURSO PRONUNCIADO POR EL
EXMO. SR. MINISTRO DE AGRI-
CULTURA ING. AGRONOMO RO-
DOLFO PERDOMO

Guatemala es la cabeza del inmen-
so puente natural que une a las dos
Américas; su territorio de un poco
mas de 100 mil kildmetros cuadrados

estd enclavado en los océanos Atlan-
tico y Pacffico y entre México, por
una parte y El| Salvador y Honduras
por la otra; su territorio se extiende
desde las planicies de la costa hasta las
cimas de la Sierra Madre, con alturas
de 4 mil metros; su enorme variedad
de climas hace que Guatemala pro-
duzca practicamente todos los frutos
de la tierra.

Guatemala surgi6 como Nacion
independiente en 1821 y ha atravesa-
do a lo largo de su vida independiente
muchas viscicitudes desde hechos de la
naturaleza hasta acciones de los hom-
bres; precisamente en estos dias estd
saliendo con grandes esfuerzos y sa-
crificios de una lucha civil que le ha
golpeado grandemente en sus huos.

Pero estoicamente Guater
ge de las ruinas y toma cc 'ojamplo
al her6ico pueblo de Israel que desde
los inicios de la Historia ha sufrido
persecucion, muerte y desolacién en
un holocausto que no tiene parangon.

Guatemala e Israel se han herma-
nado desde que naci® el Estado Ju-
dio y ha recibido de éste generosa

" ayuda de toda (ndole, siendo la ‘mds

apreciada el entrenamiento de nues-
tros jovenes y hombres en las disci-
plinas agricolas,

El Ministerio de Aurtcum.lra ha
formulado una polftm tendiente a
que la produccibn agropecuaria del
pals signifigue, no sblo una solu-
cion a la escasez de trabajo en el cam-
po, sino también incremento en las
divisas y autosuficiencia en produc-

tos de consumo, que promuevan el
desarrollo socio-econémico del pafs
y mejoren las condiciones de vida de
las clases mds necesitadas.

Dentro de ese pardmetro, la po-
litica para el ejercicio del afio 1984
puede sintetizarse en los siguientes
puntos:

1. Mayor participacién del Sector
Privado.

2. Mayor produccién agroexpor-
table.

3. Manejo apropiado y racional
de los recursos naturales renovables.

4. Servicios de apoyo a la pro-
duccién directa a pequefios y me-
dianos agriwmm

stas proyecciones, fuera de la
eactivacion econbmica del Sector Pri-
ado. Agropecuario y de la poblacion
2neral, requiere del Ministerio de

) ra, contar con un presupues-
t m«mﬁ,oooaoooa ‘gue redun-

en beneficio directo de 125,000
familias.

Tomando como ejemplo la lucha
tenaz del pueblo judio, no solo para
lograr la anhelada independencia, sino

~ también la reactivacion econdmica de

Israel, poniéndolos hoy en dia entre
los primeros productores del mundo
por unidad de superficie. Es con es-
tos ejemplos acompafiados de poli-
ticas gubernamentales adecuadas y con
la voluntad del pueblo, como se logra
la superaciéon social, politica y eco-
nobmica.

Shalom

Lic. Mario I‘emuth; Ministro Perdomo, Sr. Pinkus Rubinstein, Sr. Ernesto Freund, Sr, Edwin Shapiro.
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INFORME DELPRESIDENTE DE FEDECO SENOR PINKUS RUBINSTEIN

El viernes 27, las actividades, se dieron inicio, con el informe del Presidente de FEDECO Sefior Pinkus Rubinstein, quien
hizo referencia a las mGitiples actividades que FEDECO llevé a cabo durante su administracién.

v o BINGT vy lnin EAP..'. -
PN ey Mol SV EAN
Sl e WcRiN Bl -f 1 "

El Sr. Pinkus Rubinstein, lee su infor- . . S
me. : _ H UII? ﬁstaw&:o; ;

PRIMERA PLENARIA:

La Primera Plenaria, consistid en el planteamiento de las Comunidades sobre el impacto de los cambios acaecidos en el
&rea, en la cual la situacibn actual de Guatemala, fue presentada por el Ingeniero Federico Licht, por El Salvador, hablé el
Presidente de la Comunidad Judia de El Salvador, Sr. Ernesto Freund: la situacion de Costa Rica fue expuesta por el Presi-
dente de su Comunidad Sefior Luis Liberman; y por Panemé habld el arquntecto Ricardo Holzer, Director de la Liga Anti-
Difamasién de la B'nai B'rith de Panama.

De la Comunidad Judia de Honduras la situacién fue presentada por su Presidente, Sefior Helmut Seidel y por Nicara-
gua, habl6 el Rabino Morton Rosenthal, Director de la Liga Anti-d‘rfamasibn de la B'nai B'rith, N. Y.

Arg. Ricardo Holzer (Panamd), Ing. Federico Licht (Guate.), Sr. Ernesto Freund (El Salvador), Lic.
Mario Permuth (Guate.), Rabino Morton Rosenthal, Sr. Helmuth Seidel (Honduras), Sr. Luis Liber-
man (Costa Rica).

6—PAGINA
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El Ing. Federico Licht, expone la situacién de la Comunidad
Judfa de Guatemala.

Expone la situacion de fa Comunidad Judia de Nicaragua, el Rab.
Morton Rosanthal.
T DT

.1_;"| -

El Arq. Ricardo Holzer, habla sobre la situacion de la Comuni- Por Costa Rica, expone el Sr. Luis Liberman,
dad Judia de Panamé.
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SHOW DE MODAS:

Al finalizar la Primera Plenaria, fue presentada la exhibicion de Ropa Moderna con telas tipicas, Xibalba 84, de la Sra.
Julie de Burak, disefiados por el Sefior Sergic Bocaletti, Las gradas del Lobby del Hotel, sirvieron de marco, para que bellas
modelos exhibieran preciosos trajes, a los delegados de la Convencion.

Entre las bellas sefioritas que modelaron, estuvieron presentes Sofia Feterman y Luba Fialko.

VISTAS DEL
SHOW DE




GRUPQ DE TRABAJO:

Simultaneamente, al almuerzo posterior al Show de Modas, se formé un grupo de trabajo, que analizd los temas “Educa-
cién Judia para nifios y adultos’ y “Necesidad y tipos de guias comunitarios y profesionales”. En esta actividad act(io como
moderador del grupo de trabajo el Sefior Moisés Mizrachi, Presidente de! Distrito 23 de la B'nai B’rith y como Oradores, el

Sefior Jacobo Milgran de Costa Rica, el Sefior Adolfo Cukier de Guatemala y el Dr. Benjamin Torln, Coordinador del Comité
de Educacién de la Comunidad Judfa de Guatemala,

L El Sr. Adolfo Cukier, se dirige a los
Una vista del grupe. oy

WE TR

. i F A Y W ; -
SEGUNDA PLENARIA: b & WS ﬁ‘_}L@ﬁ

La Segunda Plenaria versd sobre el tema “Experiencias de las Comu es del Area Latinoamericana con el Antisemi-
tismo™. El principal orador en esta plenaria fue el Sefior Manuel Tenenbaum, secr del Congreso Judio Latinoamerica-
no. ) ) " ' -L.'._'; J fc‘.l p

Tomaron la palabra también, los sefiores Roberto Stein, Vice-Presidente de la Comuridad Judfa de Guatemala, el Sefior
Edwin Shapiro, Presidente del Hebrew Inmigrant AID, de Nueva York, y el Seffor Rubén Merenfeld, Presidente de la Confe-
deracion de Asociaciones Israelitas de Venezuela. : k

Durante la segunda plenaria, vemos al Sr. Edwin Shapiro, Ing. Roberto Stein, Sr. Manuel Tenenbaum, y al Sr. Rubén
Merenfeld.

PAGINA—9



Durante la segunda plenaria, el Prof. El Sr. Edwin Shapiro, se dirige a los E sr. ﬂlhﬁ ibén Merenfeld, expresa su
Manuel Tenenbaum, exponiendo su te- presentes. discurso.
ma,

- “DOREL”Je-

-5 Comercial Real América -

Av. las Américas 7-20, Zona 13, local 16
Teléfono 67802

ESPECIALIDAD EN PRENDAS PARA
NINOS ¥ NINAS
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HOTEL
RAMADA ANTI

-

EI Sr. Moisés Mizrachi, recibié de menos del Sr. Pinkus Rubinstein una plagueta v o su honor
. PAGINA—13



Las actividades del dia sébado 28, se iniciaron con los servicios de Shabar y Kidush, Posteriormente a ellos, se llevé a cabo
la Cuarta Plenaria de la Convencion.

CUARTA PLENARIA:

La Cuarta Plenaria de la Convencion de FEDECO, consistié en un andlisis de los problemas que amenazan |a supervivencia
de las Comunidades.

Los oradores en esta Plenaria, fueron: por Guatemala, el Doctor Benjamin Tortn, Coordinador del Comité de Educacion,
el Licenciado Isaac Selechnik, Vice-Presidente del Centro Hebreo, y el Ingeniero Federico Licht, Coordinador del Comité de
Relaciones Plblicas de la Comunidad, quien fue el moderador en esta plenaria,

Por El Salvador, hablé el Sr. Ernesto Freund, Presidente de la Comunidad Judfa de El Salvador; por Honduras, el Sefior
Marcos Fiszman, Presidente de la Comunidad Judia de San Pedro Sula; por Costa Rica, tomd la palabra el Sefior Jacobo Milgram
y por Panamé el Sefior Moisés Mizrachi, Presidente del Distrito 23 de la B'nai Brith. '

Sr. Jacobo Milgram (Costa Ri- Sr. Moisés Mizrachi (Panamé),
ca) L - .
‘i Una vista del pali[iieo.

Cortesia:

I'EJIDOS

IRIS
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ALMUERZO TRIBUNA:

Durante el aimuerzo, del sdbado 28 tomd la palabra dofia Rosita Luchtan, Presidente de la Wizo Guatemala Group. Quien
presentd a la Sefiora Amalia de Pollak, Presidenta de fa Wizo de Argentina, La distinguida Sefiora de Pollak, se dnng:b a los pre-
sentes con un enjundioso discurso.

La Sra. Rosita Luchtan haciendo la prasentacit _ 5T

QUINTA PLENARIA:

) wiod 9 5 0 I 17 9 e s Bl ob )
La Quinita Plenaria de la Convencién de FEDECO, versd sobre el tema “‘Relaciones de las Comunidades de FEDECO con
Israel y con Organizaciones Judias Internacionales’’. Y su orador principal fue el Sefior Dan Barel, representante para Centro
América de la Organizacion Sionista Mundial.

Como Moderador de dicha Plenaria fungi6 el Sefior Manuel Yar

Tomaron la palabra en esa ocasién, el Excelentisimo Sr. Embajada

| Sr. Karl Zukerman, mwu asi como el |
?:mtmmvddm “wAs"“

&mmi& nnnml lng.um
mm&smm

El Sr. Dan Barel, expresa su discurso.

m@u;_._iu :



ELECCION DEL NUEVO EJECUTIVO DE FEDECO

Al finalizar la ‘Quinta Plenaria, se llevd a cabo la eleccion del Presidente y Vice-Presidente de FEDECO:para el periodo
84-86. Quedando electo el Sefior Marcel Ruff como Presidente y el Ingeniero Moisés Sabbaj como Vice-Presidente:

Ing. Roberto Stein; Sr. Pinkus Rubinstein, Presidente saliente de Fedeco; Sr. Marcel El Sr. Marcel Ruff, retibe un abrazo de felicitacién del
Ruff, nuevo presidente de FEDECOD. Sr. Serglo Nudelstejer.

ESPECTACULO CULTURAL FOLKLORIEO:

Posteriormente a la eleccidén de los nuevos ejecutivos de FEDECO, se llevé a cabo un espectaculo cultural folklérico guate-
malteco, con el magnifico grupo de Zoel Valdez.
Los asistentes se vieron complacidos con'la excelente actuacion del mencionado grupo.

P ettt het IO g} S - —

y i e B o ARSIy I TR
ipe FAL el atrei '

3A) S

CENTRO
DISTRIBUIDOR

| |
9a. Calle 3-44, Zona 1
Teléfono: 24395

MABAT

Tel.: 67643 e o e

16—PAGINA



BANQUETE CON EL DISCURSO DEL INVITADO DE HONOR

El invitado de honor, de la X| Convencidbn de Comunidades Judfas de Centrc América y Panamé, Sefior Hannan Olami,
quien es el encargado de Asuntos de Centro América y del Caribe en Israel, dirigié a la concurrencia un interesante discurso,

A P ¥
: ‘y'---'

Una vista de los asistentes a la Convencién. El Sr. Olami, se dirige a los presantes.

PLENARIA DE CLAUSURA:

La solemne Plenaria de Clausura, dio inicio con las palabras del Excelentfsimo Sefior Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores,
Licenciado Fernando Andrade Dfaz Durdn, cuyo discurso estd transcrito por aparte. A continuacidn se escucharon las pala-
bras del Presidente electo de FEDECO, Sefior Marcel Ruff, asi como las palabras del invitado de honor Sefior Hannan Olami.

Por tiltimo se escucharon las notas de los Himnos de Centro América, Panama e Israel.

R i "
i L J i |

-

T e ecione e  Sr. Hannan Olami; Sr. Marcel -Ruff: Canciller Andrade: Ing. Moshé

solemnemente la Convencién. Dayan; Lic. Mario Permuth; Sr. Moisés Mizrachi; Sr. Helmuth Seidel.
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RECEPCION POSTERIOR A LA CLAUSURA

Posteriormente a la clausura, se llevd a cabo una raeepc:bn en la cual:se contd con la presencia del Excelentisimo Sefior
Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores Litenciado Fernando Andrade Dfaz-Duran, asf como de lﬂs demés delegados.

te la . : recepcion
3'311 Elur:;.um‘u“u";:”;“ e, = i w:um y #l Sr. n‘:m Shapiro.
RECEPCION EN LA RESIDE _' B Exx:r-:l,,gml 5 _ |
GUATEMALA INGENIERO MOSHE DAYAN

El Ingeniero Moshé Daydn, Embajador de Israel y su distinguida esposa, Sefiora Zipora de Dayan, ofrecieron una recep-
cién en su Residencia a los asistentes de la Convencién de FEDECO. .
Los esposos Dayén, colmaron de finas atenciones a los asistantes. ]

Los ‘anfitriones, Ww Mashé nudn vy Sn.
Zipora de Dayén.

Lic. Mauricio Behar ¥ el Lic. Isaac Selechnick. Sra. Regina Engelberg, Sra. Gladys Mizrahl, Sra. Raque! Salem, Sra. Zolla Bshar,
. Sra. ::&m Luchtan, Sra. lvonne Mishaan, Sra. Rosita &hlm:di Sra. Mdl
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Srita. Faith Mennescoff

Sr. Oldrich Haselman

Parados: David Rubinstein, Ruth Sirace, William Gralnick, Ariel Altalef, Dr. Torun, Rubén Merenfeld, Sra. Merenfeld, Sra. Milgram, Jacobo
Lic. M. Permuth, Judith Aicahe. Sentadas: Rebeca Jacob, Karen Selechnik, Gladys Milgram,
Altalef, Lillan Altalef,

Cortesia;

ALMACEN

DUMBO

Embajador Joseph sandy Koenigsber-
Sr. William Grainick Hassin ger
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PERSONAS QUE HICIERON POSIBLE LA X1 CONVENCION DE FEDECQ PARA USTED

A continuacion, les presentamos, las personas gue de una manera u otra, colaboraron para que la X| Convencin de Co-
rnunldades Judfas de Centro América y Panama, se lograra llevar a cabo, y alcanzara el éxito obtenido:

Lic, Mario Permuth,
Presidente de la CJ.G.

rador Comité Transpor-

Ing. Mack Trachtem-
Maestro de Cere-
monia de FEDECO.

berg.

Ing. Roberto Stein, Vi-
cepresidente de la C.J.

G., Coordinador
g cod i Ca. P
de FEDECO. cm FEDECO.

dor del Comité de sesio-
nes plenarlas y trabajo, -
Colaborador del maes- pocies 5
tro de ceremonia. : b

ing. Sadl Mishaan.
Coordinador Comité de
Servicios Religiosos.
Colaborador Comité
Audio y Grabacién.

Ing. Marie Nathusius,
Vocal d.h Directiva de

dente del C-J.B. m:apl

david Altalef, Pre-
sidente de ia Sociedad
Maguen David. Vocal

A,

de la Directiva de la
C.J.G. Colaborador Co-
mité Servicios Religio-
sos.

ing. John Turton. vo-
cal de la Directiva de la

Dr. Benjamin Torun.
Coordinador
Educacién C.J.G. Asis-
tente Director Comité
Organizador

Sr, Jacobo Camhi, Vo-
cal de la Directiva de'la
C.J.G. Coordinador de
Publicidad de FEDE-
€O. Colaborador Comi-
té Audio y Grabaclén.

Sra. Ivonne de Mishaan.

Comité Tesorera de ia C.J.G.
Coordinadora Comité
Agasajos ¥y Comidas y
Plenarias. Finanzas

Sr. Roberto Koengsber-
ger. Vocal de la Direc-
tiva C.J.G. Coordinador
Comité Transportes.
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Licda. Bertha de Per-
muth, Coordinadora
Comité Recepcidon y
Turlsmo.

tadt.
C.LG.

Sra. Rosita
Secretaria de la

Federico
Coordinador
Relaciones Pablicas C.J.
G. Coordinador de Fi-
nanzas FEDECO. Coor-
dinador Comité Aloja-
miento.

Licht,
Comité

de Aizens- Ing.

Sra. Bonnie de Kleiman.
Colaboradora Comité
Recepcién y Turismo.



Sr. Moisés Burak. Pre- g, 4 iqys)iwer. Vocal Sra. Zoila de Behar. Ing. Moisés Sabbaj. vi- ST Ariel Altalet. Direc-

sidente Centro Hebreo. ., .l qu; c .G Pro-secretaria de la C.J. cepresid t

3G i3 ente d - tor Revista Mabat, Co-
Colaborador  Desfile G ¢o. ¢ FEDE: | borador Comité' Fo-
Modas. tografia FEDECO.

Coordinador  Comité T - ; = }

Juventud C.J.G. Cola-

Sra. Julie de Burak. -i¢. Yehudl sabbagh. borador Comité Servi- Sra. Raquel M. de Co-  Sra. Eva de Ruff. Vocal

Coordinadora del desfi. Asistente Director Co- cios Religiosos. Colabo- hen, Colaboradora Co-  Directiva C.J.G. Cola-

e de modas. 2 mité Audio y Graba- rador Comité Audio y mité Recepcién y Tu- boradora Comité Re-
2 cién. Grabacién. rismo. cepcidn y Turismo.

Sra. Enma de Yarhi. Sr. Lazaro Burak. Co- Sra. Michele de _ Srita, Lucrecia Lopez, Sra. Lily de Rojas y Srita. Verbnica

Colaboradora Comité |aborador en grabacién Camhi. Colaborado- Secretaria Oficina M.  Miller. Secretarias de la Oficina de la

Recepcién y Turismo. Video. ra Comité Recep- Permuth, C.J.G. Colaboradoras en Comité de
clén y Turismo. Registro e Inscripcién,

oo oadoatofpfesfoiioiiniiooioddoadoaiofedfddeadsofoafofeadoatodoitosiodt

Ademas de las personas anteriormente mencionadas, colaboraron:
Sra. Raquel S. de Cohen; Sra. Olga de Licht; Sra. Betsy de Dallies;
Lic. Francisco Luna; Sra. Regina de Nigrin; Sra. Blanca de Mizrahi;
Sra. Vered de Trachtemberg; Srita. Miriam Alcahe; Srita. Beatriz
Alcahe; Sr. Sergio Boccalleti; Sra. Eva Sello de Van Beusekom; Sra.
Beatris Sello de Boccaletti.

Comité de Fotografia: Atras: Ra- & & L) L) L &, /) L/ 0. 0. 0
fael Arriaga; Adolfo Yarhi; Jaime D XX X X X X X X X X R e S XXX
Permuht, Coordinador del Comité;

Igal Permuth y Daniel Ruff.
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¢Qué nexo mejor puede haber entre Ud. y la tierra

de Israel, que un &rbol? Cada drbol gue Ud. regala

r es registrado en la Oficina Central en Jerusalem,
Dlga|0 Con Un érbol no es meramente algo bello que ha sido
plantado en bosquecillos y en bosques. El retofio

sembrado representard vuestras raices en la tierra.

r Al plantar un érbol se expresa algo que va mas allé
ar O eS de las palabras. Ud. esté identificandose con Israel
y ayudando al desarrollo del pais.
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BECARIOS A ISRAEL

Recientemente han viajado a lsrael, dos nuevos becarios: el primero de ellos es el Doctor Milward Roland Van Tuylen
Guerra, Catedrético de la Facultad de Ciencias Médicas de ia Universidad de San Carlos, quien gozando de media beca aten-
dera un Curso de Salud Piblica que tendra una duracién de un afio.

El Curso de Salud Plblica se llevara a cabo en el Hospital Hadasa de la Universidad Hebrea de Jerusalén y sus participantes
recibiran el titulo de Master en Salud Plblica. Dio principio el 8 de enero del afio en curso.

CURSO DE SERVICIOS DE SALUD EN LAS ZONAS RURALES. Este curso se desarrollard del 17 de enero al 16 de mar-
zo del presente afio, patrocinado por la Divisibn de Cooperacién Internacional del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y el Cen-
tro de Estudios Cooperativos y Laborales del Estado de Israel.

Con media beca para este curso salid favorecido el Doctor. Jargé Antonio Yax Chajchalac, quien presta sus servicios en la
Direccién General de Servicios de Salud como Médico Jefe del drea de salud del Departamento de Totonicapan.

;'.". ._ g "-l___‘_
De izquierda a derecha, Licenciado Rolando Baquiax, Presidente de ls Asociacion Shalom, Dr. Milward Roland Van Tuylen
Guerra, el Sefior Embajador de Israel Ing. Moshé Dayin, el Dr. Jorge Antonio Yax Chajchalac y el Periodista Francisco Mon-
tenegro Sierra. Los Médicos nombrados fueron despedidos en la Embajada de Israel con motivo de su viaje a aquel pais a aten-
der Curso de Salud Pablica.

TRIBUNA BIBLICA: b il o .

En el salon social del Templo Maguen David, sé llevoa cabo el 15 de enero la primera Tribuna Biblica de este afio.
- En esa ocasion, disertd el Exmo. Sr. Embajader de Israel, Ing. Moshé Dayan, quien abordo el interesante tema “'La Idea
de la Justicia en Ia Biblia'". 4 A5 g

I-l.

una invitada; Sra. Zipora Dayan y Sra. Bina Polons-

El Embajador M. Dayan, se dirige a
los asistentes.
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