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TO: AJC OFFICERSj/, STAFF ADVISORY COMMI TTEE 
FROM: Marc H. Tanenbaum 
DATE: . Fe pruary 19.' 1984 
RE: REPORT ON FEDECO CONFERl!NCE IN GUATElfJ.ALAI. 

At .. the invitation of FEDECO, the Federation of Jewish communities 
of Central America, I attended their 11th National Conveetion hel~ . i~ 
Guatemala City and Antigua from Jan. 25-29, 1984. It was an unpreced~ 
e.n;Yed meeting, I was t old, in that this was the first time that the 
heads of each of the Jewish communities of .Central and Latin American 
couhtries participated in a FEDECO meeting, together with U.S . . J~wish 
repressntatives, Israeli Ambassadors f_rom Guatemal a (who also covers 
El Sal~ador and Honduras), Costa Rical!l. and Panama we.re also present. 

1· 

AJC was represented, in addition to myself , by Sergio Nudelstejer 
- who played a key role in helping FEDECO organize the conference -
with William Gralnick and two Miami lay AJC people, Stephen Kantor 
and Fai t h Meznikoff (both Spanish-speaking) ta.king part as observess . 
The ADL was pepresented by Rabbi Morton Rosenthal, their Latin American 
director, who was present for one day. HIAS was repressnted by Edwin 
Shapiro and Karl Zuckerman. 

This was an extremely rich and important experience, both 
professionally and personally, in that it afforded me the oppor~unity 
to become acquainted with the key Jewish leaders of Jewish colilIIlUDlities 
from every Central and South American country, as well as to gain -
first-hand imsights as to how Jewish leadership views their situaaton 
in the turbulent Central Ameri c an :tegion. Institutionally, it was 
a major breakthrough for AJC's Latin American program in that I 
was invited to deliver a major address on Friday evening, as well 
as the opening prayer- statement. Throughout the proceedings, Sergio 
and I made interventions on substantive i ssues, and it became evident 
from comments that Latin American Jews p~esent began to view AJC as 
a central responstble resource concerned about their welfare. 

The confere·nce was held in an atmosphere of considerable 
anxiety. The Sandanista revolution in' Nicaragua of 1979 was clearly 
viewed as a political · earthquake, and the olil.going struggles be t ween 
the military juntas and Marxist radical forces in El Salvador, Guate
m~la, and Honduras have created widespread f eelings of i nsecurity 
among Je wi sh communities in those countries. Those concerns spilled 
over into the FEDECO confe r ence. There had been rumors t hat the 

- conference might be attacked by radicals (or 11 subsersi-sDes 11
) or the PLO 

or both. The conference was t herefore moved from Guatamala City to 
Antigua, a 16th century city populated mainly by Mayan descendants 
that was 45 minutes away by bus and situated in the Highlands. FEDECO 
rented the entire Ramada Inn and sealed off the premises with a large 
mumber of machine-gun toting secur~ty guards. As a result of ther 
rumors, substantial numbers of delega tes from Mexico and Costa .Rica, 
among others, decided at the last minute not no attend. 
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FEDECO CONFERENCE. - 2 - Tanenbaum 

In this report, I wish to treat in summary fashion with four 
major th.eme s: 

1) The internal Jewish commwnal situation in Central America; 
2) The gee-political situation in. Central America and its 

implications for Jewish communities in that region; 
3) Meetings with Guatemala's Foreign Minister and the U.S. 

Ambassador to Guatemala; 

4) Israel-Central America relations 
Israeli ambassadors . . 

meetingl&' .with four 

I - IN':IERNAL SITUATION OF JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
The first session of the conference opened with a panel of 

reports by Jewish leaders on the respective condition of their 
communities in El Salvador, Honduras,, Costa Rica, Panama, and 
Nicaragua. Following are the )agix highlights of their reports: 
EL SALVADOR (Sr. Claudfo Kahn, Vice- President, Comunidad Judia Salvador): 

The Jewish · community of El Salvador feels abandoned. Their 
problems begam in 1979 when a Jewish consul was kidnapped and murdered. 
A great many Jews left, incl uding major Jewish institutions; such as, 
the Jewish Agency, JNF, etc. There are now about 130 families left, 
with some 97 families paying dues to the Jewish community (4'0 families 
are in San Salvador.) 

In 1981, their only Rabbi left for Pa.:aama, " l eaving us hanging 
in the air." The synagogue was in a dangerous district, and it was 
moved to a heuse in a safer district in San Salvador. · "We are struggling; 
we .have a minyan almost every Friday night. Members cooperate and 
everybbdy makes am effort to keep the flame of Judaism alive. We have 
~uite £a few .bar mitzvahs, but we have not had any marriage l recently. 
11 We have 30 children, 8 to 20 years of age; they meet twice mu: a ·month 
on Saturday mornings. We need help fon 0ur children. They have great 
enthusRsm to be together. 
·"We went t0 the Jewish Agency for help in getting a Rabbi; we got no 
reply. We fe~l abandoned, left out . We need closeness with other Jewish 
communities and must work to establish ties through FEDECO. and other 
groups • 11 

NOTE: Sr. Ernesto Freund·, president of the Salvador Jewish Community, 
was present at the conferenee. Freund, ·a wealthy businessman in San 

\~ 

Sal v:ador, was threatened by "subversives" whom reports indicated were 
planning to kidnap him for some $10 million. He fled to Miami and now 
commutes to the Guatemalan border every month where he mm::tEx meets his 
busmne.ss managers from San Salvador and supervises his commercial affairs. 
Fr 
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M. Tanenbaum 

c/c w/ enc. N. Alter, M. Bander, E. Freund, 
D. Mesnikoff 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

elate · 2/16/84 

to Steve Cantor 

from 

subiect 

Bill Gralnick 

Miami News Article 

For your files here is a copy of 
Karen Payne's article. 

Please write her a letter thanki ng 
her for her time and urgin that the 
paper broaden its coverage of Central 
America. That way she will have somethi ng 
to take to her editors. 

I will have sent this to FEDECO and 
our national office by the time you receive 
ft. 

As for the photos I regret to inform you 
that Murphy's Law is alive and well. Having 
fina+ly caught up with everyone, the photographer 
ruined his film taking it out of the camera. 
The editor didn't want to hold the article for 

want of the pictures. Asi va la guerra . • . 

WAG 

. . . ·· . 

. .. · ..... 



Thl.rsday. February 16. 1~84 • ~ !1-1iami News • J~ 

Strongerties with 
Central America·n. , . . . . -.· 

Jews is .grOuj>'s goal 
KAREN PAYNE .. __. ........... 

· ·i.'he American .·Jewish Committee in Miarru intends to multiply links between 
Dade County and the struggling Jewish 
communities of Central America. 

· William Gralnick, executive director of 
uie committee, said plans are being dis· 
cussed to send Miamians to Central Ameri· 
ca to teach adult education courses. Also 
under discussion are children's exchange 
programs and annual meetings in Miami to 
examine tlle problems _of Central American 
Jews. 

: Gralnick and two other Miami ans i'e
~ntly attended a ·convention of Central 
American Jews. They f~und that the Jew
ish communities of CentraJ America -
about 9,000 j,eople stro.ng - feel they have 
been neglected by their counterparts in:the 
l.Jnited States. 

Until recently, little was heard from 
Centr8.J America's Jews because they "like 
to take care of their own business," Gral· 
nick said. But ·now, most of the Jewish 
communities ·are struggling for survivaJ 
amid civil conflicts and worsening eco
nomic conditions. 

Gralnick. Miami attorney Steven Cantor 
and 'Faith ·Mesnekoff said they found pro
found concerns among delegates to a ineet· 
ing of the Federation of Jewish Communi· 
Ues :Of Central America in Guatemala last 
m.o~th . . . · . 
· Most Central American Jews want the 

' United St.ates to ·move forward with e~ 
non\lc aid to the region, .as propc)sed in ·the 
Kissinger Commission report, Gralnick 
said .. 

. Gralaick said the Central American Jew· 
' lSb cdmmun.ities are also seeking stronger 
, ties with Mme(>, Argentina and Venezue. 
~ ·1a. :., . . . . 

_In the. past, lsrael bas given strong as
sistance to Central American Jews and 

, maintain$ close ties ·with some nations to 
' th~ regian, Gralnick said. 

Israelis bave served" as rabbis, teachers. 
·· military advisers and agricultural workers 
• in . .most . Central American countries, he 

said. . 
·.Israeli 'ties are particularly dose with 

Guatemala. which was a leader in recog· 
nizing Israel and negotiating ·its entry to 
tbe United Nations. ··Only 741 Jews now 

' They all intend to stay 
despite the turmoil around 
them - unless they 
absolut~lyhave to.leave ' 

'. - William Gralnick 

live in Guatemala. Gralnick said. 
·He said Guatemala recently awarded 

visas to 1 O Cuban Jewish families and has 
a policy of ·accepting Jewish immigrants 
from other countries. 

Gralnick' said the survival of Jewish 
communities in the countries of Central 
America is tied to the survival of demo
cratic societies in those nations. 

According to Gralnick. the Jewish com
munity In Nicaragua bas shrunk to a hand· 
ful or people. He said 200 or so bave fled 
- mostly to ·t,liami. 

In Honduras, only 100 or so Jews are 
left, and most expect their community to 
die out within a few years, he said. 

Cost.a Rica's 3,000 Jews and Panama's 
5.000 worry leu aoout emigratioi: a~d 
more about loss of their Jewish identity 
through inter-marriage and assimilation. 
be said. · 

Gralnick said none of the Jewish com
munities - except the 150-member com· 
munity in El Salvador - feels a threat 
"that their world will collapse." . 

"They all intend to stay despite the tur· 
moil around them - unless they absolutely 
have to leave," he said . 

According to Cantor, · each Central 
American country is distinct. "'You can 
talk about common threads Jn these coun
tries, but each is an entity witb its own set 
of problems." he said. 

Gralnlck said he went to Guatemala feel
ing he was going Jnto a· "shooting gallery," 
but left feeling .that things were .. well 
under control." · · . · · 

Accord.ing to Mesnekoff, delegates to the 
convention emphasized that ''it's not so 
dangerous down here (In Central Ame.rica) 
and (Miamians) shouldn't be ·SO afraid to 
come to see os, to visit us, to do business 
with us.•• 
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78TH ANNUAL MEETING 
MAY 2-6, 1984 
WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL . 
PARK AVENUE AT 50TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10022 
(212) 355-3000 

The American Jewish Committee, rounded In 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects lhe civil and religious rights o f Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all peoP.le. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

CONTACT: Press - Joyce Kaplan 
Leonard Fink 
Ralph Bass 

TV-Radio - Randall Czarlinsky 
Haina J ust 
Laurie Chock 

PRESS ROOM: ~RTES SUITE, 4TH FLOOR 

POR RELBASB AFTER 11 A.M. 
THURSDAY, MAY 3, 1984 

NE w YORK, May 3 .•• A prominent Jewish leader from Guatemala City said 

here today that turmoil in Central America caused by Soviet inter vention was 

t hreatening the future of Jewish communities in the region. 

Speaking at a news conference at t he Amer ican '1ewish Committee's 78th 

Annual Meeting, continuing thrgugh §µnday at the Waldorf-Astoria Ho tei, Moises 

Sabbaj of Guate mala City, the vic~president of FEDECO, the Federation of 

Central American Jewish communities, declared that "J ews are living at added risk 

in the region because their livelihoods depend on small businesses t hat are losing 

investm ents, or on professional services that inevitably become nationalized in the 

event of leftist takeovers." 
I 

Mr. Sabbaj came to the AJC Annual Meeting to address its International 

Relations Commission as an officially- appointed spokes man for FE DECO, t he 

central representative body of 10,000 Central American Jews in Costa Rica, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama and Nicaragua. Earlier in the week 

(May 1), Mr. Sabbaj addressed a meet ing of representatives from major American 

Jewish religious, cult ural, educational, and social welfare organizations on the 

crit ical internal spiritual and educational needs of Central American Jewry . 

.... more 

Howard I. Friedman. Preslden1, Theociore Ellenolf, Chairman. Soard ot Governors: Allred H. Moses. Chairman. Nallonal heculi.e Council: Robert S. Jacobs. Chairma,n. Board ot lruste;s, 

William S. lroston, Acting Olreclor 

\Vashinglorr Ollict. 2027 Mamchuse11s Ave .. N.W .. Washmgton. 0.C. 20036 • Europe hQ.: 4 Aue de la Bienlarunce, 15008 Perrs. France • Israel hQ.: 9 Ethiopia SI.. Jerusalem 95149, Israel 

South America hQ . (temporary oftice): t6S E. 56 St. New York, N.Y. t0022 • Me;ico·Central America hQ.: Av. E1erc110 Nacronal 533. Mexico 5. O.F. 

t s.At ''°' 
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The meeting was arranged by Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of · AJC's 

International Relations Department; who established a close working relationship 

with FEDECO when he addressed its 11th National Convention in Guatemala City 

last January. 

Mr. Sabbaj said that Jews in Central America had been suffering from the 

political situation and outbursts of vandalism, much more than the rest of the 

population. 

Mr. Sabbaj, who is an engineer and manufacturer of consumer goods, added 

that he "believes withou~ doubt that Soviet intervention is responsible" for the 

scope of guerrilla activity in Central America. 

· "We saw what happened in Venezuela, when the Soviets struck a deal to sell 

Venezuelan oil to Cuba," he continued, "the guerr.illa activities stopped. We ce,n 

see the hand of the Soviets in that exampl~, and iin many others." 

He said additionally that Jews feared too that they might be harmed by 

either parties in the conflict. He pointed to a spreading religious revival carrying 

anti-Semitic undertones, and to a rise in Arab influence in the region, which are 

further undercutting the Jewish community's strength in the already strife-torn 

region. 

Reporting on his conversations last January with foreign ministers, 

ambassadors, and Jewish community leaders from throughout Central America, 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said that "recent newspaper reports ab<>ut Israel's having become 

an arms merchant in Central America are without foundation. There is lots of 

smoke and little fire. I had lengthy and searching discussions on this issue with 

Central American government officials and with four Israeli ambassadors in 

Central American countries. I am convinced that there is no government-to

government transfer of arms between Israel and Centr.al American governments. 

The only arms sale I could tra~e down was that of the sale of automatic rifles and 

light submachine guns from Israel to Costa Rica, a parliamentary democracy that 

has no army. 

"The major involvement of Israel in Central America is in the area of training 

young people in agricultural development, agro-industry, and the establishment of 

farm cooperatives modeled on Israel!'s successful kibbutz and moshav settlements . 

..•• more 
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In fact, in 1983, Israel conducted a major seminar on agricultural development and 

land reform in Guatemala for Central American farm experts, which was widely 

acclaimed as Israel's constructive contribution to the social welfare of that region's 

peoples. 

"Guatemala's Minister of Agriculture, Rodolfo Perdomo Menendez, told us 

las~ January that Guatemala looks to the 'heroic people of Israel as a model, and 

that Guatemala regards the people of Israel as brothers and sisters for helping 

them to improve their life standards, especially in the agricultural fields."' 

Spe.aking at the same news conferences, Sergio Nude~tejer of Mexico City, 

director of the American Jewish Committee's Central American City, blamed long-

standing "social and economic injustices" for the guerrilla movement. 

Agreeing with that view, Jacobo Kovadloff of Buenois . Aires, director of the 

AJqs Latin American office, said that "the collective will of Latin American 

Jewry is the same as that of the majority of aU peoples on the continent to aid the 

political trend toward democracy and to bring about recognition of all people's 

fundamental human rights." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum urged the Jewish community in the United States to 

support increases in U.S. military and economic aid to Central America, while 

simultaneously pressing for improved human rights in those nations. 

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations 

organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious 

rights of people here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human 
j 

relations for all people everywhere. · 

84-960-184 

A EJP HP Z 
RTV-TS, R, N., JL-L, F 

T09 l-PEI/ el 



. \· 

. ~ ... 

...... 

I 

i 
i 
i 
I 
I 

. ·1 
' ' i 

•! 
! . 
' I 

Xl CONVENCION DE COiV1UNi"DADES JUDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA 
YPANAMA· 

Apart.ado PosW!.l 502 
Gulterr.al:l, GuatcmJla c.·A. 
T eiefono. 6 7643 

CIRCULAR URGENTE DE FEDECO 84 -----------------------------
Estimado Co~religionario: 

Cable: FEDECO t 
Telex: 5297. PARA I 

PERMUTH 

Estamos a 6 d{as de la INAUGURACION DE FEDECO 84. La importancia· 
de esta CONVENCION ha trascendido las fronteras de Centroamerica 
y Panama. 

Asistira importantes personalidades del mundo jud!o para conocer 
la realidad tuya y del resto de las comunidades del i stmo. No pue
des ignorar y averiguar de segunda mano los importantes mensajes · 
que se recibiran en la CONVENCION. · . 

Nos uermit:tmos a continuaci6n darte el curricul um vitae del DOCTOR 
. Y RABINO MARC TANENBAUM, quien pronunciara un importante serm6n 
para .~ l KABALAT SHABAT de la· CONVENCION. 

Si aun no has hecho los arreglos de asisitir, pue~es l lamar a las 
oficinas de la Comunidad para . l a reservaci6n y pagar ·1a misma a 
tu llegada en Antigua • 

SHALGrl,, 
COMITE ORGANIZADOR . 

. CURRICULUI~ VITAE DEL DOCTOR MARC TANENBAUM ------------------------------------------
Director de Relaciones Internacionales del AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
tiene una larga y distinguida carrera en Derechos Humanos Interna
cionales, Refugiad~s Mundiales, Hambruna Mundial y Rel aciones Ex
terioreso · 

Anteri6rme~te fw:igi6 como Director Nacional de Asuntos Interreli
giosos del AJC. En una encuesta reciente en los EE UU el Doctor 
Tanenbaum fue nombrado uno 'de los diez ·lideres religiosos mas 
influyentes en America. La Revista NEW YORK en una publicaci6n 
describi6 al Doctor Tanenbaum come el:"lider jud:!o mas importante 
en asuntos ecum.enicos hoy en dfa ". 

En los ultimos afios ha atestiguado ante el Comite de Relaciones . 
Exteriores del SenaQ.o de los .EE UU y la Camara Baja sobre: "Im
perati vos Morales en la Formulaci6n de la Polftica Exterior de 
ios EE UU"o Asi mismo a ates.tiguado en otros Comites del Senado y 
Congreso en asuntos sobre el hambre en el mundo , ·habiendo jugado 
un pape], i .mportante organizando la conferencia de la Casa Blanca 
sobre Ayuda Externa y Conservaci6n de Energ!a. 

El Expresidente Jimmy Carter invit6 al Doctor Tanenbaum junto con 

ANTIGUA G lJ ,\TE I'. I.'\ LA 2C :1 2'> DE ENE RO Of: 1984 

! 
I . 

! 

j 
~ ' 

. ! 
' . 
; 

I. 

! 

~--- .. - - .... --- -- ... --~ .. -· .. -· .... ·---- -·· .. -.-- -- --:-·· ..... ---- ·-·-:-·-· .... - - - ·-··-··---·""' • ... .,_ .. _,. ___ ,,. ...... . --..~_ ·7·-:·· ·· · ~.~- -~---:-----~------



·i 
i 
I 

I 

I 

I 
I 
l 
! 

i 
l 
i 

I 

I 

I· 

XI CONVENC~ON OE COMUNIOADES jUDIAS OE CENTROAMERICA 
YPANAMA 

Aoaruoo Postal 502 
G~ater.·,ala, Guarcm;'.!la C. A. 
T clcfono. 6 7G43 

Pagina 2.-;: 

Cab!c: FEDECO 
Telex: 5297 PARA 

PERMUTH 

otros diez lideres religiosos, representando al judaismo americano, 
para discutir su .MENSAJE AHUAL .DE LA NACION en Camp David en 1979. 
Fue norabrado consejero a la Comisi6n Consultiva ·del Presidente 
sobre asuntos del Holocausto. 

Por invitaci6n del Commite Internacional sobre Rescates, se junto 
con prominentes lideres americanos· para realizar tres diferentes 
investigaciones sobre los problemas de ·refugiados Vietnami tas y 
Carnboyanos. Sus recomendaciones contribuyeron a salvar ·muchas vi
das. Ha ayudado a organizar muchos esfuerzos de ayuda para desas
tres en el Libano, Nigeria, ~tiop{a etc. Es fundador y Co-direc
tor de la Organizaci6n Pro- Judios Sovieticos , la cual ayuda a 
jud{os y cristianos oprimidos en la Union Sovietica y Europa O-
riental. · 

En Marzo de 1979 fue invita.d.o por el Canciller Helmuth Schmidt 
para consultarle conjuntamente con miembros del Parlamento de 
Bonn so bre la ley q ue li1.1i taba el tiempo de enjuiciamiento a ·· los 
criminales de guer~a nazis. 

· El Docotor Tanenbaum es fundador y prominante miembro del comite 
del Secretariado del Vaticano sobre Relacion~s Judeo-Cristianas 
para consultas en Problemas Interreligiosos. Fu~ el ~~ico Rabino 
que particip6 en el Segundo Concilio del Vaticano y estuvo presen
te en la Primera Audiencia Oficial .que concediera el Papa. Juan XXIII 
a Lideres Jud!as en el Vaticano ~ Fu~ asi mismo el primer Lider' 
Jud!o que se dirigi·6 publicamente a 4,000 delegados que se reunie
ron en Vancouver en el Concilio Mundial de Iglesias; 

Fu~ Consultor para la NBC- TV en la. producci6n de 11HOLOCAUST0 11 • 

Ha sido conferencias.ta en la mayor!a de Uni versidades de· EE UU y 
Europa asi coma en Israel. Es autor o editor de varios Libros y 
numerosos Articulos. 

Guatemala, 20 de Enero de 1984 

ANTIGUA GUATEMAL\ .2G a 29 OE ENERO OE 1984 
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XI CONVENCION DE COMUNIDADES JUDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA 
. YPANAMA 

Apartado Postal 502 
Gaatcmala, Guatemala C. A. 
T clefono. 67643 

SENORES: Edwin Shapiro 
Karl Zukerman 
Manuel Tenenbaum 
Marcel Ruff 
Ernesto Freund 
Federico Licht 
Moises Sabbaj 
Sergio Nudelstejer 

Marc Tanenbaum 
Mario Permuth 
Moises Mizrachi 

Cable: FEDECO 
T clex: 5297 PARA 

PERMUTH 

Ricardo Holzer ((3\5-~ 
Marcos Fishmann ..... 
Luis Liberman 
Sra. Amalia Pollak 

Para tener una platica sobre temas que ser!an dificiles tratar 
en una Plenaria, les rogamos reunirnos en el Cuarto No. 2.S~ 
quince minutos despu~s que termine la cena del d!a viernes en 
la noche • 

Les agradecer!amos si esta reuni6n se mantiene con la discreci6n 
del caso, pu~s queremos mantener el nUmero de personas que asistan 
limitado, para asi darle la oportunidad a todos d~ poder. parti
cipar en el cambio de impI·esiones. 

Cordialmente, 

Roberto Stein 

Antigua, 26 de Enero de 1984 

ANTIGUA GUATEMALA 26 a 29 DE ENERO OE 1984 
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GORDON B. ZACKS 

De~r lviarc: 

Please review the attached article and 
· advise me of the following: 

A. Did the AJC form its opinion 
without actually interviewing 
Nicaraguan Jews? 

B . What is the current position 
of the AJC relative to the 
Sandinistas and the Nicaraguan 
.Jews? 

regards, 



Dear Gordy: 

RICHARD J . Fox 

150 MONUMENT ROAD 

BALA CYNWYD. PA. 19004 

December 5, 1983 

I thought you would be interested in the attached piece 
which appeared in "Inside", a local Federation Magazine. 

I find Abe Karlikow's and AJC's position a little 
difficult to understand. The charge that AJC issued its report on 
the Sandinistas without actually interviewing Nicaraguan Jews should 
be checked. 

After you have a chance to review this matter, let's 
discuss your findings. 

Mr. Gordon Zacks 
R. G. Barry Corporation 
P . O. Box 129 
Columbus , Ohio 43216 
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TheGAmerican·GjeWish Committee· 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 2121751-4000 • Cable WiShcom, N.Y. 

January 27, 1984 

To : George Gruen 

Dear Ge orge : 

It _gives us much pleasure to invite you to a luncheon reception in honor of 
three dis tinguished guests fran South America: 

Ms . Dinah Flusser, Deputy Consul General of Brazil who just arrived to N~w York 
after spending 4 years in Montevideo, Ur(Jguay, as political secretary · of the 
Brazil ian Embassy there; 

Mr. Dav i d Fleischer, President of Sociedad Hebraica Argentina, the major 
cultural-sports Jewish Club in Latin America. He was the host at an important 
meeting with President Al fonsin during t.he recent election campaign; · 

Mr. Andres Adler; distinguished Chil.ean journalist fran ERCILLA magazine and the 
press attache of the . Is-raeli Embassy ~n ~antiago, Chile. He is now · in t own, 
invi t .ed by the Columbia School of Jou:mallsm. 

» 
Th~ i uncheon will be held on Wedn~sday, February 8th, 12:30 p.m., at the 
American Jewish COITillittee headquarters • 

. ,. Ki ndly let Mrs . Iris Figueroa (212)_ 751-4000 (E'xt. 364) know whether we may · 1ook 
f orward t o your presence with us. 

Sincerel y,_./ __H 
~~<r 
---:1-:C~6ov adl off. 

Director of South American 
Affairs & Spanish Media 

JK,MHT/ iof 

84-590-005 

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director of International . 
Relations Department 

HOWAA'O T (Rr~MAN: President a a WILLIAM S. TROST EN. Acting Oirector 
THEODORE ELLENOFF. Chair. Board of Governors · 11 ALFRED H. MOSES. Chair, National Executive Council 11 ROBEB T S. JACOBS. Chair. Board of Trustees 11 

E: ROBERT GOOOKIND. Treasurer 11 SHIRLEY M. SZABAD. Secretary • EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Associate Treasurer 11 AITA E. HAUSER. Chair, Executive Committee 11 

Hono.rary Presidents:·MORRIS B. ABRAM. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHl~IP E. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER. MAYNARD I. WISHNER a Honorary Vice.Presidents NATHAN APPLEMAN, 
MARTI~ GANG. RUTH R. GOODARD. ANDREW GOODMAN, RAYMOND F. KRAVIS. JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM RQSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chair, National Executive Council • 
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August 15th 

Marc -

I sent a copy of this to Ri t a Hauser and to 

Rabbi Rosenthal. What else do you suggest I 

do? 

I have an: appointment with Ambassador Jarquin and 

First Secretary Campbell n·ext Monday~ Augusut 22nd 



August 15, 1983 

M. EMORANDUM 

RE: NICARAGUA AND THE NICARAGUAN JEWISH PROBLEM 

The following will summarize several conversations that I had individua~ly or 
collectively wi~h the representatives of the ~oard of Dir·ectors of Oxfam· 
America- during our recent visit to Nicaragua: 

1) We met at the Miami Airport on Friday, July 29th in the Eastern 
·.Airlines IONOSPHERE CLUB with Messrs. Isaac Gorn and Isaac· Stavisky. 
Both gentlemen recounted their story w~ich indicated· that .their 
families involvement with Samoza was minimal, ·and that they lef.t" Nicaragua 
because of fears. and threats made to them. They contend that all, or 
almost all, of .the Nicaraguan Jews who ~· le~t Nicar(;!.gua, are now living in 
Miami. · Both Gorn and Stavisky expressed a desire to return to Nicaragua 
to liave _their ·assets returned_ to .them, and to live and wcrk in peace. 

2) The Oxfam Board of Directors met in Managua on August 5th, with four 
representatives of the Council of State. · The four were: 

Comandante Leticia Herrera 
Vice Presidenta del Consejo de Estado 
Representa el FSLN 

Sub Comandante Rafael Solis Cerda 
Secretario del C, de State 
Representa a las· Fuerzas Armadas· (FFM) . 

Cro. Mauricio Diaz Davila· 
Secretario del C. de State 
R~presenta al Partido Popular ·Soc:j.al Cristiano (PPSC) . 

Cra. Angela Rosa Aceuedo 
Secretaria Commision del Exterior del C, de -E. 
Representa a la Asociacion de Mujeres 
Nicaraguenses "Luisa Aamanda Espinoza" (Amnlae) 

I asked the members publicly about the problem and the proposed resolution 
of the allegations made by the Nicaraguan Jewish. community. A response 
was given by Angela Rosa . ·Aceuedo. She said the Comm~ssion on Human Rights indicate 
that there are. only 30 Jewish· families. She· reported that ·their information 

· was that Gorn had worked closeiy with Somoza a as the contact 
between the So.moza all! · e l. overwnent to obtain arms for so~-
She indicated that the confiscation of his_p_r_o.p.er.t...y_was not because he was 
Jewish, but because of his dee.p_in:v.o.1-v:ement:~bh-So.moza. She beli~ved -that 
the synagogue was registered as personal propert)!_,_and not~a religious 

( 

institution. · She further said "let's see the petitions from the Jewish 
co;munity, 9r individuals, regarding any allegation of persecution. The 
Ni£~raguan mission has not received such petitions as yet". I responded 

·. 

I 
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. I would see to it that the appropriate petitions would be submitted 
~n order for the. investigation by the Nicaraguan government to proceed. 

On Saturday, August 7th, the group met with .Fr. Miguel Des~ot9, Foreign 
Minister, in his office. Fr. Descoto ·indicated that he has . heard of 
the charges and that he was shocked and affronted at the charge of 
anti-semitism •• He indicated that the only ~ews he knew were in the 
government : He indicated that if he could learn more about the specific 
grievance that he would make sure that they were properly address~d 
and resolved. 

On Sunday, August 7th, · I me.t again at Miami Airport with Isaac Gorn 
and tolQ him of the two .. conversations ·in Managua. Gorn denies ·eyer 
having been a contact man for Somoza with Israel. Re. also contends 
that a petitioc. '~as previously submitted, and that included in this 

. ..- petition was prqofthat" the synagogue belongs ~o the Jewish commun~ty 
and not to him personally. 

Gorn said that he would ·be willing to re~~ubmit his· petition and could 
_,,,.. have any other Nicaraguan Jews in Miami ready to submit or re-submit 

petitions within two weeks. 

On Monday, . ~ugust 8th, I spoke ·to Rabbi Morton Rosenthal at the 4nti . 
Defamation ieague, who told· me that the Nicaraguan ~oassador haq · 
replied to the ADL and ·indicated that it was now clear that the synagogue _. 

--did -belong to the community. 

It is Rabbi Rosenthal's intention to ·arrange a meeting with the 
Nicaraguan Ambassador and several .members of the ADL and other leaders 
of the American Jewish community to try to resolve this issue, 

The purpose of the above memorandum is · to make sure th~t all parties 
concerned have ·an update on my available information to which · sho~ld 
be added that I e~pect to have dinner with. Fr. Descoto in New York 
when he attends the qe~eral ~ssembly Meeting in September. 

'· 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMBTTEE fl 

3 
date 

to 

from 

subject 

Oct. 3, 1983 0 , 
Marc Tanenbaum 

DI 
:I 

Mort Yarmon A 
c 
3 

What with all the data on both sid~s, 
would it be appropriate -- and in keep
ing with AJC history· -~ to do the defin· 
ituve study of just what the situation 
is in Nicaragua: 



THE AMERICAN JEWl.SH COMMITTEE . . - . : ~ . . 

FcrSFB 
d~te September 26, 1983 

to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

from Ernest Weiner 

subJect· . THE DAILY CALIFORNIAN -NICARAGUAN 
ANTI-SEMITISM 

It is clear that the organized· Left, . 
particularly on campuses, is developing 
a 9efense. of Nicaragua on the anti-Sanitic 
issue. (See attached article.) 

Do we have any doctJnentation which is 
less susceptible to charges of exaggeration 
or manipulation? If so, I want them. 

Eticls. 

cc: Jacobo Kovadloff 
:--......... Harold Applebaum 

"-MoI'ton Yannon 

.· ~ 
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UNIVERSITY OF c.ALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

International 
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Nicaraguan anti-Semit~in: more convenient · 
By ILANA DEBARE 
and PAUL GLICKMAN 

Semitism. I could have returned to France. 
· e'ut I hBW never had the slightest problom . · 
with the new· government." · 

In a July report, Nicaragua's National 
As part of its effort lo win support for U.S. Commission on Human Rights concluded . 

policy in Central America. the Reagan Ad- that although some Jewishl>roperty was ex
minislration bas .adopted a U.S. Jewish propriated after the re\/Olution. the confis\:3· 
group's charges of Nicaraguan anti- lions were oonducted under the same laws 
Semitism. that affected · thousands or other 

In May, the Anti·Defamation League of Nicaraguam.s who had ties with the deposed 
B'nai Brith (AOL) issued a report called dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza. 
"Nicaragua Without Jews." which charged The country's other human rights body, -
that the Sandinistas had driven " the entire the anti-Sandinista Pe~manent Commission 
small Jewish community ... into exile.'~ . op Human Rights. agreed. "A lot of their 
confiscated Jewish-owned property, and . property wiu 09nfiscated," said Commission 
seized and desecrated the country's lone director Marta Baltodano. "and violations 
synagogue. did occur In that there were ·no legal proofs 

The accusations received widespread they had ties to S~moza. But there.is not a 
publicity when the national wire services Sandinista gowrnment policy against Jews 
carried the story. P:resident Reagan echoed beCause they are Jewish." 

• the charges in July. saying '.'Jews were ter- Be.aides the Nicarquan studies, human 
rorized into leaving." Sandinista anti- rights investigations by the Organization of 
Semitism was "one more reason that we American States. the United Nations. Pax 
must give assistance to those in Central Christi, Americas Watch, and the State 
America wlio are fighting totalitarian anti- Department's human rights bureau all failed 
religious forces:" he said. · to turn up evidence of anti-Semitism. The 

Contrary to AOL claims. however, a small American Embassy in Mansgua specifical-
Jewish community does remain in ly loobd into the chu:ps in July but found 
!NiC8f88ua. The Jews living tbere dispute the nothing .to subatsntiate them. 
charge of anti-Semitism. noting that fewiab- Nicarqwi's JllWish community bas always 
owned businesses - including Nicaragua's been small, numbering about five families 
largest electronics parts store - continue to after World War I and increasing with the 
operate unharassed. ~ Jewish exodWl from Europe in the late twen-

"I have not had obstacles put in the way·of ties and thirties. Anastasio Somoza Garcia, 
my business and I have never been the first of the Somozas to rule the country, 
persecuted by the Sandlnistas because I am seized power In 1936, and many of the new 
Jewish," said Jaime Levy, a textile importer. immigrants went into business under his 

Rolland Najlis. a ntired businessman !iv- protection. 
ing in Managua, agreed:· "If I felt anti- At Its height in the 1960'a. the community 

numbered about 50 fa1Dilles. Opposition to · ; .
the dictatorship was increasing. and some 
Jews joined the Sandinista& One such fami· 

-... -~ RoUand Nojlis: "If I fell anli-5emitism I could 

ly was the Lswiteses: Today Herty Lewites 
is the ~inbter of Tuuri.sfll, while his brother 
Israel. who was killed tighting against the 
dictatorship, has a market in Managua nam-
ed i.n.bid111DQt.; . -... . . - . . . . . . 
··Many of the ma·st active members of the' 
commim.ity, hOW8Y8r, had developed close · 

·. fies wUh Somiiu. :Ahnlhain GOm. president 
· .• of U. amgrepJion and dn!I of Niciirapa'a 
. . we&lthi.esl ~en;. was a frleQd and flnancfal 
. ·.oacbi? of :Somoza. Gorn and others were 
..-. . . hani86ed !Jr threatened during thW>.&urrec· 
: · ttA~;not ciialy becitu&e of theft oonneCtion5 · 
· · to.Soilio~ but because many Nicaragu·ans 
~lated ahem wiih Israel, which supplied 

: ·98. petceilt of Somoz~'4 arms in the last 
years before his downfilll. · 

have returned IO France. Bui I have nof had· 
the slighlesi proble,.,:, wiih ihe new 
government." · 

"Whon ,ou have been fired on with an Uzi 
or Galil, you tend to remember where it 
came from:' commented Debbie Reuben. a 
1~!8 Berkeley graduate who has been living 
lo Nlcaragua for two years. The Sandinistas 
broke off relations with Israel during last 
Y81!r's invasion of Lebanon. and the 
Pal~ne U~ration Organization ma.intains 

than real 
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The M~naguo synagogue IOdoy houses lhe Scmdlnisla Children's AssocloUon, but lhe govern- . 
rnent hos said it will return fl lo lhe Jewish community. . . 
an embassy in Managua. : 

Isolated anti-Semitic incidents. occurred 
In the tumultuous months before Somoza's 
ouster. In 1978 a grouR of Sandinista rebels 
bombed the synagogue, ioOlctlog minor 
damage on the building. 18Qc Staviaky, who 
along with his father Abraham Goro provld· 
ed the bulk of the Anti-Defamat!On Leque's 
charges, aaid that he found· aoti-8eml.tic 
graffiti oo some of his factories. 

Stavisky said he and others-Bed Nicarqua 
bec.ause they feared aoti-J-iah penecution 
after the SandinUta victory. But RoUud N• 
jlis seid this prediction did not come true. 
"AlthouP. they. may have left from fear of 
repression. that represaion haa'.Dever come 
to pass,'' be said. 

Herty IAwites. the Minister of Thuritm, 
said that O'l9r the years the S.ndiniltu haw . 
made increasing effortno distinguish bet
ween the government of Israel aod 
Nicaraguan J-s. ·~the rewlution deepen
ed," he seid, "it tried to explain that it was 
not 'the J..s' ~ho were&elliuaJi:ms. butOI!· 
ly one sector." · 

The Managua synagogue J:ias been a ma
jor bone of contention between the ~DL and 
the Nicaraguan gowmJnenL While the ADL 
charged that. the $.andinistas confiscated the 
synagogue after taking power in 1979, the 
National Commission on Human Rights 
reported that the synagogue had been aban· 
doned before Somoza's ouster, aod that In 
mid-1979 refugee fa111ilies began squalling 
there. According to the commission, the 
government relocated lhl! families hi 1981 
and in 1982 rented the building - .still 
unclaimed - to the A.asocjation"of San· 
dinista Children. · · .. :'. .. '. . ·· 

The buildilll! today remains in excellent 
condition. R8Poiu of·8ntl.semftli:jtopagao. 
da on its wa1la apparently l'llfllned to postara 
fo r a 1982 aid ca~palgn f~r l'alastiniao 
refug~ c~ildre~ · · · " 

In an Aug. 29 mealing with the AOL, · 
Nicaraguan Arnbusador Antonio Jarquin 
denounced anti-Semitism as "morally 
repreheosible" and contrary to Nicara;guan 
law and pledged to return the synagogue to 
the.Jewish community. 

AOL chair Kenneth Bialkin welcomed the 
promise. but warned that the "record of tba 
aowemment of Nicaragua will be delermin· 
eel by actiom. oot -rtiona.'' Bialkio added 
that some Nicanguan Jew• planned to carry 
their complaints about property confisca· 
tioa to tbe lo181'Amerlcao Commission on 
Human Rights. • 

Tha charge tha Nicaragua is anti&milic 
comee at a time when President Reagan is 
seekiog to eounter arowiog pubUc opposi
tion to biaCenu.I America policy. As an al· 
tempt to woo Jewish support for U.S ac· 
tlvitles In the region, the allegation tabs on 
added significance in light of hrul'1 in· 
creuing involvemel)t in the conmcL · 

. While Israel sold arms to Central 
American dictatol'$ throughout the J970's. 
the New '\l:>rk Times reported in July that the 
Reagan J\dmlnlstration had encouraged "an 
enlarged lsneli role in Central America ... 
as a way of supplementing American 
military aid to friendly governments and 
supporting insurgent operations against the 
Nicaraguan government.'' At the request of 
the United States, Israel agreed to :Send 
weapons It captured from the PLO to the 
Nicaraguan couoter·revolutionaries based 
in Honduras. 

' llano DeBore ond Paul Gllclcmon ore frett
lo11c11 journollau who recently visited 
Nlooroguo. OeBore writes for the U.S.-Ef 
Salvador Research Center in . Berkeley, 
Gllctm11n for lhe Ripnreod News Service in 
Son FroncJSCO: 
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Foreign Minister MiguJ_g'Escoto 
c/o Nicaraguan Mission to the UN 
820 Second Avenue · 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

J 

D 
September 21, 1982 

On October 5, 1981 you met vi.th a group or religious ~ .. l'!l'l.Ciers at 
the. offices· of the :National Conference of ~hristians and Je::·:-s in New 
York City. At that time, I discussed· with you the fa.ct t.bl:t.t the small 
Jewish community of 'Nica.ragua had left the countey because they ~r
ceived that the new government vas treating them .in an unfair · and dis
criminatory fashion. You very gracious~ agreed to study the i s sue and 
maintain a dialogue with the Anti-Defamation League; you de:.:it;;;lated 
Mr. ·orlando Moncada Zapata as the liaison yerson for this purpose. 

Since then, I have met with Mr. Moncada Zapata and spoken with him 
on various occasions. We were very pleased to be informed ·ay him that 
the government of Nica.ra.gua. would reopen the case file ot ~- Nicara
guan Jew, u-pon petition- by the. Antj,.-Defamation League. Subsequently, 
the Anti-Defamation League requested that the government review t he " ' · 
complaint of Mr. Abraham Gorn, who -was president of the Jewish commu
nity, and ~hose of .Isaac Stavis)Q" and Rosita Retel.Dy. 

Although we submitted data on Mr. Gorn in February of this year 
and informa:t;ion on Stavisky and Retelny in April, no reply bas been . 
received. Our request for clarification on the status of tne synagogue 
in Managua bas also gone without response. For that reason , we address 
oursiµves to you in the hope that yw will, through your personal 
intervention, ensure . a prompt response to our various requesl:s. 

MMR:bl 
cc: Orlando Moncada Zapata 

Albert Bild.ner 
Abraham H. Foxman 

Sincer~~, 

\' · '"<-,_ 

'-· 

Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal 
Director 
D·epa.rtment of Latin American Af fair$ 

I 

- \. 
\ \. -· .. : 
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Amb.l!l:~sador Antonio Jarquin 
.Embassy of Nicaragua 
1627 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
V~~i~1ton, DC 20009 

Dear Ambassador Jarquin : 

-· ·-·-··--· ....... . ·- ·- . . ·-· -

Septeai>er 20, 1983 
·· _I. 

) 

I ~· writing to you pursuant to our conversation at your embassy 
on AUgust 29. .At that time, you agreed · to cooperate with the Anti
Defamation League in attempting to resolve uncertainties ~urrounding 
the status of Nicaraguan Jews and the status of their properties. 

.f&& promised, I am attaching to this letter a list of names of 
Nicar&guan Jews. For each name, we are requesting that you send us, as 
quickly as possible, the following ~formation: 

1. = .. What charges, if any, are outstanding against the individuaL 

2. If -charges are outstand.i,ng, please send us documentation. to sub
stantiate the charges. In addition, we request that you inform us if 
the individual has been tried. 

3. What is the status of the individual's property in Nicaragua? 1bis 
should include real estate, busin~sses, bank accounts and any other 
as~ts· which the individual mig.'lt own. 

As you know, there is general uneasiness in the minds of many 
NicP..~guan Jews who rear for their safety 1f they were to return to 
Nicaragua. We are, therefore., requesting that your s:>vernment advise 
us wh~t assurances it is prepared to offer those Jews who may decide to 
return to Nicaragua • 

I wish to stress that your EfPVernment 's prompt attention to the 
tor_egoing is of utmost importance . I trust that with your cooperation 
ve will be able to make progress in our efforts to acheive a jUst and 
speedy resolution to the problems of the Jews of Nicaragua. 

•. 

HMR:lfg 

orton H. Rosenthal, Director 
Department of Latin American Affairs 

cc: Kenneth J. Bialkin, David Brody, Abraham H. Foxman, 
I. Barry Mehler, Sidney Jarkow 
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OfflCfltS 

N4'1iONI ChiirmAn 
l((NN(lH f. BIAlKIN 

N~tionil Oirf'Ctor 
NATHAN P£RlMUntR 

Ch.lirm.1n, N'lioul 
bKUIM Committtt 
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Honor&ry Chairmen 
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ABltAHAM H. FOXMAN 
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CAil LEVIN 
HOWARD M. METZ£NBAUM 
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BERNARD NATH 
ROBERT R. NATHAN 
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WllUAM SACHS 
MElVIN H. SCHl£SINGflt 
S.O. SHAPIRO 
THEODORE H. SILBERT 
SIDNEY It; YATES 

V1nCNirmen 
GRAcE DAY 
NAT ICAM£NY 
PHILIP KRUPP 
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DAVID A.. ROSE 
JAMES £. WOlf 
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b.ecutiw-.·Com.minre 
DONAlD R. M.iNTZ 

Honor•ry Treas""'" 
CHARLES COLORING 
BENfAMIN GREENBERG 

r~-
SAM KANE 

Assis1~t t~~sum 
ELIAS STRUM 

~.,. 

MARllN LC. FELDMAN 

AssisUnt Secmarv 
MELVIN SALBERG 

~dent. B'nlli B'rith 
GERALD KRAF1' 

hecutM Vic~~dent 
a·.w B'rith 
DANIEL THURSZ 

~dent. B'nai B'rith 
Women 
DOROTHY BINSTOCK 

DIVISION OIRECTOtS 

Anist&nt N•lional OirectCM' 
Community~ 
ROBERT C. XOHWI 

Administrotion 
HAROLD AOlElt 

Oirect0< of ~lopment 
SHELDON FllEGELMAN 

Civil Rights 
JUSTIN J. FINGER 

Communications 
lYNNE IANNIULO 

AssiStant tot~ Nllli..-1 Director 
l~·~ 
DANIEL S. MARIASOilN 

lntersroup ~l.ations 
THEODORE FREEDMAN 

Gentt•I Coumel 
ARNOLD FORSTER 

AOL FOUNDATION 
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Letters to the Editor 
Tile Washington Post 
1150 15 Street~ N.~. 
Washington, DC 20071 

To Tile ·Edi tor: 

August· 31 , l983 

.. 
1913-1983 . ./lfnL 
:~:· :jERVICE TO THE ,,filU 
AMERICAN PEOPLE -4-•;.:.t,,.,o ......... ~••'ft"' 

~ ... anMl'nth 

.•.. 

Correspondent Edward Cody's report on Au~ust 29 headlined 
"Managua's Jews Reject Anti-Semi~ism Charge" could lead 9ne to the 
incorrect conclusion that there has been no anti-Semiti.Sm in Nicaragua. 

Can anyone deny the anti-Semitic nature of the article in the pro
Sandinist daily Nuevo Diario on July 17, 1982 which. charged that "the 
world's money, banking and finance ~e in the hand of the descendents of 
Jews, the eternal protectors of Zionism"? Is there any doubt a3 to the 
anti-Semitic intent of those who shouted Sandinist slogans while fire
bombing the synagogue as ~he congregation- was .at worshipJ Couid· anyone 
refute the personal testimony of Nicaraguan Jews about threatening phone 
calls received in the middle of the night· warning the Jews to leave the 
country? .How does one ' explain the anti-Semitic graffiti on the wall,.s of 
the synagogue and places of business owned by· Jews? 

Perhaps reports by the U.S. Embassy in Managua. indicating -(;-~;at it 
now finds no evidence of systematic anti-Semitism have generated 
confusion.. Yes, the pro-PLO posters were rem:>ved from the synagogue 
walls but only a~er international protest, and the few Jews remaining 
in Nicaragua, understandably, ·may not be eager to discuss problems they 
have experienced. However, _there is no question that ·under SancLnism 
anti-Semitism and its effect was so chilling, that the vast majority of 
Jews felt compelled to leave Nicaragua at great personal sacrifice. 

MMR:lfg 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal 
Director 
Department of Latin American Affairs 
Anti-Defamation League of ·B'nai B'rith 
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~ SandiniSta eonnection 
· Buried deep in a long news story from NicaraguJ 

dealing :with that country'& volcanic energy source 
was an interesting item that bears repeating, esPe
cially at this tense time in U.S.-Central America re
Jatiorui. 

Daniel Ortega Saavedra, described as coordinator 
o.f the ruling Sandinista junta in Nicaragua, un, 
veiled .. .t; plaque for a new geothermal energy plant, 
said to have a capacity to supply 12 percent of the 
country's energy needs. The plaque that was un
veiled honored the late Patricio Arguello Ryan, an 
American~bom. SandiJiista hero. 

Ortega, in his tribute to the slain ·Sandinista, 
mentioned that he bad been sent to the Middle East, 
together with other members of the group, to be 
trained in guerrilla tactics by the PLO. This was in 
the later 1960s. 

Wha~ Ortega failed to mention in his talk about 
Arguello is that he was o.ne of a squad of PW'ers 
who tried to hijack an Israeli airliner in 1970 and 
who was shot and killed by Israeli security· men 
when they stormed the plane at Lod Airport. Ortega , 
merely.stsited that the slain Sandi'1ista was an "ex
emplary internationalist" who died "in the people's · 
struggle." 

lfther.:, are still people who doubt the existence of 
a well-planned, well-coordinated, well-financed 
worldwide revolutionary movement that seeks to 
control tb.e qee world and subjugate it, as the na
tions of the Soviet bloc have been subjugated, then 

. they had ~tter take another look. The .Sandinista-

. .'Pf:.c;> C9~~~fon· is.npt ~. coipci~c:e.: ·.·.; .. : .. : , : . , . 
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We are sending CX1p'j of our l~tter of the 16th of August 1983. It relates 
to sdlolarshi.ps fran young ~le of our a::rmn.mitY who want to s,E:ecialize 
themselves' in a:::mmm.ity ~:rganization. 

Please let us kncM all details and requirerents needed. 

Our best wishes. 

R.:lUGH DRAFT ON ACIUAL .LE.TI'ER Fm-1 ~EX). 

1 WE ARE 'REFERR.IN3 'ID OUR 9QNVERSATIONS HEU> WI'm YOU ON YOUR VISIT 'ID 
J:.ONTE.VIDID ON A S~ DELEG\TION OF THE AJC BACK IN APRIL OF 1982. 

IT WAS :roRMULATED THERE THAT THE AJC IDULD OFFER SC:HQIARSHIPS 'ID .. 
YOUNG PIDPLE OF OUR.~ '.JD SPEX:IALIZE:) IN COM-ruNITY. OIG\NIZATION. 

WE ARE ABLE RIGHT NCM ID ~ A VERY a:::MPE'l'ENT AND MERITIOUS 
YOUNG MAN WITH A G:OD ~ aJLTURAL ~ AND Mm JEWISH. . . 

WE muLD LIKE 'ID KOOW WHAT ARE 'liIE EX:ONCMIC q:N>moos AVAlLABLE, 
Dm'AILS, REQJIREMENI'S, etc. 

AWAITING YOUR RF.sroNSE. BE.ST WISHES. 

Mr. Kovadloff has reoeiyed various .letters fran these people and he 
has sent them. a cabJ_e (;J..0-13-83) , before he left, telling them that 
he will be in Uruguay to meet with than and discUss open mat~s and 
twouurianswered letters. · · . . 

Iris o. f'.igueroa 



COMITE CENTRAL :B:·SRAELITA DEL URUGUAY 

COJPIA. 

r:on~ ovid.eo, octubre 4 ·de l.983.-. 

Sr. Jacobo Kovndlo:t:r, Director de 
Asuntoe Swit.unerico·noe y !i:e.a.ios en Eepnnol de 
American Jewish Conmittee 
165 F.ast 56 st·reet 
Uew·York. N.Y. 10022 
u.s.A. 

Estimndo am~ Kovadloff: 

Acocipanamos a la presente copia de nueetra carta del 16 
de aRQsto '1.ltitJO relativa a beca& para jovenes de nues
tra colectividad· n.ue :1uieran eopcciali?.arse an orgoniZ§!. · 
c~6n comwii~eria. 

Solicitn;~os tenen a bien b:lcernos 11egar todoe los detg, 
1les y exigencias al respecto~ 

Le reJ.teromoa nucstros cordia.les aaludos. SHALO!.!! 

DR. lS~liO SCJ,0:7~.~KY 
Secretario General 

c.c .. : A. Karlikow ;...-· 

. 1lb.-
i 
I 
I 

J 
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Montevideo, agosto 16 d~ 1983.

sr. Jacobo Kovadloff, Director de 
Asuntos Sudamericanos ·y Medios en Espaaol d~ 
American Jewish Committee 
165. East 56· Street, 
New York, N. Y.· 10022 
U, s •. A. 

~st~~do aµligo Kovadloff 1 

Nos referimoa a las oonversaciones mantenidas con usted 
· en ooortunidad de la visita a Montevideo de u.na selecta· 
deiegacid~ del American Jewish Comm.1.~tee, en abril 1982.~ 

En esa onortunidad oued6 fo·rmulado un ofrecimiento del 
AJC para· becar a jovenes de nuestra colectividad que ·-
quisiera espeqializarse en organiz~,~~ . p9munitar~~· 

Eatando en estos momentos eri oondiciones. de racomendar 
a un joven competente y n1eritorio coo buena .base cultu.
ral general y jud!a '· quisidramos actualizar aquella id.ea 
y saber cu.ales serian las wejoree .condiciones econ6micas 
facti'oles, dt:tall~s y ex:\,gen91a, .~ ~~BP~.qt+,.vl:p3 con .. re.la-
cic$.µ a e·~a ~olicitud. ·. · · . · · • ::' ··. ··.· ,_. · . 

A la espera de sus noticiaa, nos plq.o~ : ~.al~dt;ir.le :m~ a- · 
te~t~~.;y col;'dialmeute. 

/4-ff:~ .. 
. I 

. I 

DR 0 PEDRO SCLOFSKY 
.. $.~cre~ario General 

DR, f. DBRGSTEIN ~~dente 

. . . "":."" ~ .. 
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tJ.lflf1U', The GAmerican Gjewish Committee 
· ~, ,!':-'~f;!:--' • 
. .~~~~- Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 2121751-4000 ~ Cable Wishcom, N.V. 

Mr. 1beodore Ellenof f 
551 Fifth Avenue 

· New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ted: 

October 19, 1983 

Attached you will find a copy of a memo updcitmg the situation in Nicaragua ~ 

. Shula Babat told me of .your interest ·iii our assessment of the ADL position . 
·On Nicaragua; 1bey .have considerably .toned down and backed away from their 
original, well-publicized reports of some months ago. This has been brought 
about by t he f act that Jews from Nicaragua who are now in Costa Rica and 
others now in Miami have eJ<Pressed not only · their ' dissent from but anger 
about these exaggerated 'claims which they declare ca.-i ·only aggrava'te the 
situation for the few who remain in Nicaragua. Furthennore, many B'nai 
B'rith.membe:rs in Central AlJlerica have also expressed their concern ." 

· In r ecent weeks the ADL has attempted to work with other Jewish organiza
tions on a corronon stance vis·-a-vi~ the"Nicaraguans which would. get them 
off the "hot . seat" which they have occupied imtil recently . 

For the record then, Sergio Nudelstejer.'s reports, which we· have received 
since the beginning of this . situation,. have been _corroborated by a variety· · 

· of reliabl e .and ·knowledgeable individllals. While. I de;> not think it is wise. 
to publicly "take on" ADL, at least .internally our people should know that 
we have acted with the_ usual responsibility and istyle' of the AJC ~ · 

. .. . . .. . ~~<t~ety 
. ~,\_ 

David Cieller 

W/es J~ ~ JjfJ!ftrµ . I 
Enclos~e . _· / · . 
cc: Shula Babat . 

Marc H. Tanenbaum . . 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

dale: July ls.t, 1983 

to: Abe Karlikow 
from: Sergio Nudelstejer 

aubJeot: Federation of Jewish Communi.ties of Central America 
and Panama lFEDECO) 

As you must certainly know, years ago we succeeded 
in convincing the Jewish Communities of Central America and 
Panama, to try and have more contact betwe.en them and exchan
ge experiences and learn from one. anothe.r. Out of this idea 
arose the creati.on of the Federati.on of Jewish . . Communities 
of Central America and Panama (FEDECO) that united the commu
nities of Guatero~la, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and 
Panama. 

For a long period of time, this proved to be a very 
positive and useful · instrument to strengthen the communities 
and try to have them solve their own problems. We, as the 
American Jewish. Committee, stood si.de by side with. them since 
its creation and we have been p r esent and have participated 
very actively wi.th them in their assemblies that took place 
every two years . 

The last meeting of the Federati.on took place in San 
Jose, Cos.ta Rica in .1980. At that time, the Jewish. Community 
of Nicaragua had already dissappeared and El Salvador was at 
the threshold of its guerrilla warfare,· making it necessary 
for part of its populati.on t o leave thi,s country. 

Due to the prevailing diff.iqult situation in Central. 
America, the feeling of dismay within the community leaders, the 
FEDECO meeting that sh.ould have. been held in Guatemala in 1982 
was cancelled. As of that moment, I thought it necessary to 
insist continously before the president of FEDECO, Mr. Pincus 
Rubinstein from Costa Rica, that this Conference must take 
place, specially now. a day, taking into account the prevailing 
situation in Central America and the future. of their Jewish · 
communi ti.es. 

While I traveled to Central America with the AJC Lea
dership Delegati.on, I had the opportunity to meet personally 
with the most important lay leaders of Guatemala, Costa Rica 
and Panama and I discussed with them the importance of re-esta 
bli.shing the activities of the Federation of Jewish Communities 
of Central America and Panama, in such. crucial moments as the 
present times. I think that my insisting upon this subject, 
made them consider seriously thia issue. 

3 
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·. Duriz;i.g my recent and .short visit to the Jewish · 
Community - ~:rf · Guatemala, I. was able to bring up again this 
issue with. the president of the Jewish .community ·a~d with 
some important lay leaders, among them some of the founders 
of FEDECO (Federation of Jewish Communities of Central Ame
rica and Panama). I had the . initiative to phone the presi
dents. of the . Jewish communities of. Costa Rica and Panama 
_and finally' reached the decision ~o hold the next FEDECO 
_conferen·ce in ·Guatemala City, pos~.ibly next oc'tober, if 
·the prevai-ling p0litical conditions -of that ·country will 
allow u·s ·and·, should. it be· not so, hold it ·at the. beginning 
o! °1984 .• · ,_ - . 

. . 

·:Should . . the pol-itical condit-ions .in . Guatemal·a not 
allow the FED~co. to· mee1;:. in th.at country for . this Conference, 
we· w_ou1d ·:se.e to it tl].a:t the . m~eting . be· held· either .in Costa . 
Rica or in ~anama. · .. 

·All the expen~es involved wilf be.- covered by the 
FEDECO and by the part'i.c·ipants themse],ves. In past years, 
they ·have :r:ec.eived . subsidies of the Jewi.sh... Agency and from . 
the'_ Latiname!='·icari hran.ch qf the World ·Jewish· Congr:ess. 

· As .ilways·; cor~Ually yours.· 

topy~· Dt. Doriald. feldstein 
,.·· 

... . . · 

SN/ee.g. 
·' 

, 
· . .. 
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STROM THURMOND, S.C .. CHAIRMAN 

tinittd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20510 

CHARLES McC. MATHIAS. JR .. MD. 
PAUL LAXALT. NEV. 

JOSE.PH R. BIDEN. JR .• DEL. 
EDWARD M. KENNEDY. MASS. 
ROBERT C. BYRD. W . VA. 
HOWARD M. METZENBAUM. OHIO 
DENNIS DECONCINI: ARIZ. 
PATRICK J . LEAHY. VT. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE POLICY 

ALAN K. SIMPSON. WYO .. CHAIRMAN 
ORRIN G. HATCH. UTAH 
ROBERT"DOLE. KANS. 
ALAN K. SIMPSON. WYO. 
JOH.N P. EAST. N.C. 
CHARLES E.-GRASSLEY. IOWA 
JEREMIAH DENTON. ALA. 
ARLE.N SPECTER. PA. 

. MAX BAUCUS. MONT. 
HOWELL HEFLIN, .ALA. 

'VINTON D1VANE llDE. CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAfF DIRECTOR 
DEBORAH K. OWEN. GENERAi. COUNSEL 

SHIRLEY J . FANNING. CHIEF CLERK 
MAl\K H. GITENSTEIN, MINORITY CHIEF COUNSEL 

Dear Friend: 

CHARLES E. GRASSLEY. IOWA 
CHARLES McC. MATHIAS. JR .. MD. 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY. MASS. 
HOWELL HEFLIN. ALA. 

RICKARD W. DAY, CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAff DIRECTOR 
JERRY M. TINKER. MINORITY COUNS£1. 

Knowing of your interest and con~ern over hurna~itarian 
problems in Central America, I wanted to share with you a 
recent Subcornrni ttee staf·f report on "Refugee Problems in 
Central America." 

Enclosed is a summary of its findings and recommendations. 
The full printed text will be available in a few weeks and 
I will forward a copy to you. 

I hope. you will find this of interest~ 

With best wishes, 

~erely, 

~~~ 

Enclosure 
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Senate 

REFUGEE PROBLEMS IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA 

e Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, re
ports from Central America indicate 
there is a serious regional crisis of 
people-of humanitarian and refugee 
problems spilling across and within 
the borders of all the countries in the 
area. Nearly a milllon people are refu
g~es a.nd the numbers are still grow-
ing. . 

The refugee crisis in El Salvador is 
even worse than it was in Vietnam. At 
the peak of our involvement 1n Indo
china, 8 percent of the civilians were 
displaced persons or refugees, whereas 
the number in El Salvador is nQW over 
10 percent. And thousands upon thou
sands of these refugees are condemned 
to exist in eamps with subhwnan con
ditions as deplorable as those in Viet-
nam. · 

That the humanitarian needs of ref
ugees have been neglected far too long 
in El Salvador is clearly documented 
in a. staff report submitted to the Sub
committee on Immigration and Refu
gee Policy. There is now an urgent 
need for additional food and medical 
assistance to deal with camps which 
have been allowed to fester for over a · 

I commend to the attention of Con
gress the subcommittee's staff report, 
which was Jbintly filed this week by 
the chief counsel and minority coun
sel, and I ask that the summary of 
their findings and recommendations 
be printed at this point in the RECORD. 

The summary follows: 
REl'UGEE PROBLEMS IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

<Staff Report prepared for the use cf the 
Subcommittee on Immigration and Refu
gee Policy> 

COMMITI'EE ON THE: JUDICIARY. 
lt'ashington, D.C., September 21, 1983. 

To: Senator Alan K. Simpson, Chairman. 
and Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Rank· 
ing Minority Member, Subcommittee on 
Immigration and Refugee Policy. Com
mittee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate. 
\Vashlngton, D.C. 

From: Richard W. Day, Chief Counsel. 
Jerry M. Tinker, Minority Counsel. 

At your r~quest. we undertook a study 
mission to Central America to review the 
refugee and related humanitarian problems 
in the region. Between August 30 and Sep
tember 10. 1983, we traveled to El Salvador. 
Honduras and Guatemala t.o assess the sep
~rate, but interyJOven, refugee issues, includ· 
ing the problems of displaced persons, ques
tions of international humanitarian assist· 
ance. and conditions in the field. Of particu
lar interest in El Salvador was a review or 
conditions. that might bear on the ci~stion 
of whether the- United States sh-ould adoot 

year. a p¢jcy of granting extended voluntary de· 
The administration has talked a parture to Salvadorans who are not in 

great deal about the need for more lawful immigration status in the United 
military aid, but we have heard little States. 
about the escalating humanitarian In El Salvador we met with the senior 
crisis. It makes no sense to pour mil- American officers at the U .s. Embassy and 
lions of dollars of military assistance the Agency for International Development 
to El Salvador if it cannot provide <A.I.D.> ~on, U.S. military advisors in 
basic assistance and protection to its the field. and Arnaican voluntani agency 
citizens displaced by the violence and personnel. We had extensive discussions 

with representatives of the International 
conflict for which military aid is committee of the aea cross. the United Na.
sought. tions World Pood Program. the United Na· 

Mr. President, I hope the adminis- t ions Development Program as well as with 
tration will now finally give the hu- omcer8 at many levels o.t the Salvadoran 
manitarian and human rights prob- government.. including the .Minister at lnte
lems in Central America, but particu- rior. the Director of Immigration. and offi· 
larly in El Salvador, the priority they ci&ls of the National Commission for Dis-
d f · t ed placed Penon.s. In addition. we ·met with 

eserve. I they are no address MonsigDM Ricardo Urio6te, Aasi.stant to the 
more _adequately, tP,ey will not ~nly Arcl)bishoP o1 El Salvador. Maria Julia Her
compllcate, but perhaps undermine, nand~ of UJe Archdiocese human rights 
efforts to achieve peace and stability · monl.toring organization. Tutela Lep.l, and 
in the region. Benjamin Ces&.oni. Executive Secretary of 
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the newly established Human Rights Com· 
mission in El Salvador. Field visila were 
made ~o San Vicente and. Morazan provinces 
and to displaced persons camps in and 
arowid San Salvador. 

In Honduras, meetings were similarly held 
wlth U.S. Embassy officials. including Am· 
bassador John Negropont.e, with senior 
members of the Honduran government and 
military, officials of the U.N. High Conu:nis· 
sloner for Refugees, and with the staff of 
the voluntary agencies &nd cb.urch organiza.
tl.ons working in Honduras. Field visits were 
conducted to the Salvadoran refugee camp 
ln the north.west at Mesa . Grande. to the 
south In Danli where Nicaraguan LadJno 
refugees have fled, and to the Miskito 
Indian refugees in Mocoran near th.e east 
coasL 

A brlel stop was made in Guatemala City 
whece meetings were arranged with U.S. 
Emb&.&sy officials. including Ambusador 
Frederic Chapin, senior members of the 
Guatemalan · goverruµent and military. and 
with voluntary agency personnel working in 
the field. 

The following preliminary report repre
sents our joint findings and recommenda· 
tion.s. 

TABLE 1.- SUMMARY (1 REflJGEES/OISPlACW PERSONS 
IN CENTRAl A.'ilERICA 
~1983) 

D~m·· • · -

~~:!'~~:::::::::::::::.::::::::::=::::::::::::::~::~:~:: :*:5 
su:itolJ! .... . ..................... ....... ................................. ... 468.ooa 

""'®ras: 
S»vadorans ............................................................... .. 19.000 ............. . 
Gwltm<lans ....... : ...................................................... .. 

:::::: !~~?::::::::::::::::::::::.:::: :::: : :::::::::::::::. 
1.000 ........... . .. 
ViOO .............. . 

15.200 ............ .. 

Subtotal ........................ ...................... ............ 37.700 .............. . 
~:emm: Estimated diSl>Qad' 10.000 to 456.000 ........................... !00.000 

=a~ ~r:1eai~::::: ::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::: ::::: :::::::~::::::::. :: 
Mexioo: • . 

Gioatemalans .................................. ...................... ...... 45.000 .......... .... . 
Satiildiori111$• ...... ........... ........ ........................... ..... 50.000 - ----

Sllblolii .............. .................. ......................... 9~.000 ........ ' . 

To!M . ... .... ........ .......... ................ ... .... l 81i.OOO ~S.000 
=--~--:-_-=:, 

~ total ................. - ................... _ ........................ 1~.roo 

StJllOIARY OF F.lNDINCS ~l'fD 
RECO~TIONS 

GENERAL RECOJOIENDATJONS 

Central America toda.y confronts a human 
dilemma.. Throughout the region therP. Is a 
tide of people on the move-with over three 
quarters of a million me.n, women and chil
dren either displaced from their land:i aod 
homes, or Deelng acrO&S bordet"s from the 
violence, conflict. and economic adversity In 
their homeland. In El Salvador alone. well 
over 10 percent of Its population are dis· 
placed or have fled. 1 __ 

The numerous humanitarian issues con
fronting the region-refugee and displaced 
Persons. political violence, hunger and medi· 
cal problems-must be dealt with more ade
Qllately or they will not only complicate. but 
perhaps undermtne. efforts to achieve peace 
and stablltty in the region. 

Among the hum&nitarian is.roes needing 
attention are the following: 

1. Strengthe7t'ing international protection 
and a.3$i8la?\ce to retuueu and di8J)laced 
persom.- lf the needs of refugees and dis· 
placed persons throughout the region are to 
be adequately met, there must be an effort 
to bolster and expand the work of the sever
al international and voluntary agencies al
ready in\'olved in the a.rea, and to encourage 
others to join In the effort. Of particular 
importance ls the work of the International 
Committee of the Red cross < ICRC> and 
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
<UNHCR>. In Honduras, the UNHCR Is per
forming an outstanding role as coordinator 
for lntematlonal assistance to refugees, and 
fulfilling its mandate to provide refugee 
protection. However, in El Salvador no such 
international umbrella exists for an ev,en 
more serious displaced person problem. It is 
urgently needed. 

The United S tates should lend strong di
plomatic support to the creation of an inter
national coordinating agency In El Salvador 
too stfmulate and channel addlt.ional assist· 
ance to an estimated half million internal 
refugees who are In need of help. As out
lined in thls report. there are currently 
three dJtferent agencies and channels for 
providing ass~ce to displa..'.'.ed persons in 
El Salvador. and too little coordination or 
mutual support exists between them. Both 
to coordinate humanitarian assistance, a.s 
well as to as.sure that needs are equally met 
amona the various groups now bt'ing assist· 
ed-and to depoliticize the use of such aid
the U .s. should support efforts to designate 
either the ICRC. the U.N. World Food Pro
gram <WPP>. or. the good offices of the 
UNHCR, as the international coordinating 
agency for humanitarian assistance In El 
Salvador. 

The ICRC already has a substantial pres
ence and record of accomplishment in El 
Sal\'&dor and could easily expand its oper
ation and staff to provide needed coordina
tion I! the government of El Salvador re
que~ts It and if the United States is willing 
to support its expansion. Similarly, the 
WFP is moving to establish a more perma
nent program to meet what clearly will be 
·on-going food needs among displaced pt;r
sons. Since the provision of food-and the 
food ·for-work programs for the displaced-is 
by far the largest component or the relief 
program. WFP, ls empowered to assume a 
coordinating role if asked. 

• By comparison. and a.s a gauge of populati~n 
displacement. during thP wor5t d~s of the Vietnam 
War the number of intemlll refugees never excet"d
ed 8 .percent of the population. In Afll.'hanistan. it Is 
nearly 16 percent of the population. most living as 
refugee6 in Pakistan. 

.. 
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However. the role of lntemattonal coordi- health proJects and employment generation 

nator would even more appropriately and programs for displaced persons. 
etrectivefy be played by the UNHCR-which ·There must be a· commitment to lmprov
a lready has 11 substantial presence in the ing the conditions of the displaced persons 
region and· whose work with Salvadorans in as part of the overall strategy for economic 
Honduras and elsewhere is directly tied to recovery In El Salvador. Whil1" some mlli
the devetopments tnside- 'El Salvador. The tary assistance is obviously necessary, a 
U.S. should explore with the SalVadoran complementary program of humanitarian 
government the possibility of asking aid la a!_so needed to help El Salvador pro
UNHCR to exercise its ··good offices- fanc- vide basic ~!stance and protection to Its 
tfon to assume the role of international co- :citizens displaced by the conflict and vio
ordinator of humanitarian assistance for Jenee. 
displaced .persons ln El Salvador. There is 3. Continued support for refugees in Hon
ample precedence of such act ion and', given duras.-After a difficult beginning, the 
conditions today in El Salvador. justifica: UNa,C~ has established an effective pro
tion to move forward on it. gram to assist and proteet a growing numb-

2. Increased humanitarian ~&istance to 'ber of Salvadoran, Guatemalan and Nicara
EZ Salvador.-For nearly a year. the grow- guan ·refugees in Honduras. Although some 
Ing number of displaced persons in El Salva- problems remain in assuring protection for 
dor was not addressed by the United States Salvadoran refugees, the dark days of the 
or ·the government o! El Salvador. The first La Virtud situation are behind us and an ef
ettort to assess their numbers and needs was fective working relationship has been estab
rwt launched unt il January, 1982. when lished between ~fficers of the UNHCR and 
there were already between 165.000 and t~e Honduran civilian and military authori-
200.000 displaced persons throughout the ties. . . 
cowitry. Most of them had moved in with Camp cond1t1ons in Mesa Grande, where 
friends or family members or were living in some 10,000 Salvadorans are settled. are 
shantytowns around urban· centers. About 5 good ~Y international standards. Although 
. percent c>f the displaced persons were con- there IS not em.~u~h land t<? allow them to 
sidered at the time to be living in "P.xtreme· become self-suff1c1~nt, even 1f the Hondura!1 
Iy deplarable conditions." over the follow- government penmtted them to farm it 
ing year but particularly since the begin· <which they do not, except under strict con
ning of i983. the number ·Of displaced per- trols.>. the camp Is nonethe!ess relatively 
sons in such conditions has increased as the spacious, th_e programs of support adequate, 

. problem in many locations increased Into and education, handicraft and other pro-
large-scale·refugee camp situations. grams being und~rtaken by ttie. voluntary 

A formal ·government program of &SBlst- agencies are imaginative. In fact, m the near 
ance was established. but needs persist. t~rm, pr?posals to. ~lose or transfer s~bstan
During the past year. the United States pro- ttal portions of thlS camp should be di~cour
vfded a small emplo.yment genenting, food- aged. _The refugees do not want to move at 
tor-wort type of projeet, and an immuni7.a- this_t~me, and.such a move- even with ~elf· 
tioo program. However, by mid-lB83 it suff1c1ency as its goal-woul~ be a questton
became apparent that such efforts were in- a~le use of scarce ~n~emat1o~al resources. 

. . . given the good cond1t1ons achieved at Mesa 
adequate_ to meet ~Ing relief n~m- Grande at some considerable cost and 
~uate to de~l with camp-like ~nditmns effort. This is particularly the case if the 
Ewhich are &till sub-standard m some companion Salvadoran ~P at Colomonca
areas~ to respond to shortages of food gua is moved from the border for security 
and medicines. if th f n f N ' 

I th d h ad El Sal d .........,.. reasons, or e re ugee ow rom icara-
n e ays a e . . va or can e,.,~.: gua increases. 

A larg-: population of. displaced persor:15 In general, refugee conditions in Hondu
wtll remam 1i;i need ~ help aa the conflict m ras are stable, and the attitude of the gov· 
Ute countrYside contmues and as the econo· emment in accepting its status as a country 
my cont.inu~ to flounder. of first asylum should be commended. Even 

Tens of thoUIS&Ilds of .displaced pe!'SOns, if the numbers of new arrivals were to ln
mostly women and d:tildrell: WU! rem.ain de- crease in the future, an excellent infrastruc
pendent upon regular dtstributt~ of food ture of personnel and programs has been es
and med_tcines, some In short supply and · tablished under UNHCR auspices and it 
both subJect to m&ldist.ributton; should be able to handle such an Influx 

Pocllets of ~us malntltri~ion and dis- easily. · 
ease will persist among cfvUl&J18 in rural The longer-term problem of reaching a 
are~ and contested :rones cut~ff b1 the durable solution for the refugees in Hondu
fighuns; ras, especially for the Salvadorans who 

Human ri«hts violations wilJ pe~t in cannot stay forever, remains problematic. In 
many areas of the co~try as the vtolence the meantime, however, the program of as
h'om the left and the right continues; sistance and protection is more than satis· 

The natioo's economy, and tts support of factory and it deserves the strong support of 
the bealth, edueatton and ~elfare progr~ the United States. · 
<such as they exist> will continue to decline. 4. Extended Voluntary Departure for Sal-

in short. the humanitarian problems con· vadorans in the United States.-It is est i· 
fronttng the people of El Salvador wm. mated today that there are up to 500,000 
remain. The United States should c~lder Salvadorans in the United States in illegal 
doubling it.s 1984 eontributions to direct immigrat ion status. Some United States 
relief programs in El Salvador from the groups have called· for extended voluntary 
modest 9i0.5 million spent this year. A.I.D. departure status for these people until the 
should be authorized to use additional Eco· conflict in El Salvador subsides. However. 
nomic Snpporl Fnnds <ESFJ and other ap- this status has not been granted, the ration· 
proprla.te program funds to support public ale being that there Is no evid~nce of p~~e· 
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cution of those who are sent back, that give higher priority to: (1. up-grading condi· 
there are other countries of first asylum tions in the camps (overcrowding, drainage, 
available, and th:it most Salvadorans here etc.>; C2. the expansion of employment gen· 
in the United States are economic migrants eration programs and targeting them to 
without valid clatms to persecution in El benefit the health and welfare of the dis· 
Salvador. placed persons as well as the local commurii-

Extenslve efforts have been made by ty; and C3. the establishment of handicraft 
many private and religious groups to deter- and other training pro.grams for women who 
mine the fate of Salvadorans returning are idle in the camps. 
from the United States, and no evidence has 2. Resolving the plight of displaced per
been found to document that they are sons in church compounds.-Some 4.000 dis· 
harmed. · placed persons- almost wholly women and 

There a.re areas of the country, particular- children- are crowded into the small com· 
ly in the city of San Salvador and in the pounds of the Basilica and churches of the 
western provinces, where the conflict and Archdiocese of El Salvador. Some have been 
·violence is minimal. There are displaced there for as long as two to three years
person camps throughout the country some have even been born there-under 
where food and medical assistance is availa· conditions that severely limit t.heir freedom. 
ble and international personnel are present. These families have sought the protection 
And the Honduran government has indicat- of the church because they fear that they 
ed its willingness to accept all refugees who · will not be assisted or protected under the 
enter Honduras from El Salvador. government's displaced person program. In 

The 300 to 350 Salvadorans who are cur- the eyes of some Salvadoran military and 
rently being returned by the United States government officials many of these people 
to El Salvador each month 2 are subject to are seen as "subversives." Even if tihey a.re 
the same · violence every resident of that the dependent families of guerrillas or polit
country faces, but there is clear evidence ical opponents, they must receive adequate 
that there is no governmentally sanctioned humanitarian assistance. 
program to target or harass returning Salva· Every effort should be made to secure the 
dorans simply because they have been in safe removal of these people-to have them 
the United States. · settled elsewhere in El Salvador under the 

However, no official agency has conducted ca.re and protection of a responsible int.erna.· 
a follow-up study on individual Salvadorans tional agency, such as the ICRC or UNHCR. 
returned by the United States. Private, non- The U.S. Embassy strould lend our strong 
governmental groups cannot, without great diplomatic support to the resolution of this 
difficulty, undertake such an assessment on humanitarian issue which remains a burden 
t.heir own, without the cooperation of the to the church and' an unnecessary confine· 
United States Immigration and Naturaliza· ment of the persons involved. It should be 
tion Service -and the United States Embassy. ·in the interests of a.II concerned- the gov· 

This lack of d~cumen~tion has resulted ernment, the church, and outside humani
in. br.oad support for a ~ield ~tudy to ~~ter- tartan organizations-to resolve tMs prob· 
mme, to the extent possible given conditions lem as soon as possible. 
in El Salvador. the fate of . these S~vador-· 3. Supf'()rt for human rights organiza
ans who.are deport~d or who are returning tiom.-We should actively support the work 
volu~taril_Y after bemg appreh~nded by the of the two principal human rights organiza· 
Im~1grat10n and Naturalization Service. tions In El Salvador. the Tutela Legal. 
Th~ study should be sponsored by the which is associated with the Archdiocese. 
Umted States. and the newly established Commission on 

Such a st~dy could be dor;ie on a random Human Rights. The Tutela Legal has an es
sample basis. over a penod of several tablished record. However, the new Commis
months, and implemented by ~he U.S. Em· sion on Human Rights, operating out of the 
bassr or a voluntary agency with the coop- President's office. does not yet have a per· 
erat1on of the U.S. Emb~y. The ~Ci_tC. tl~e .manent mandate. We should support efforts 
S~vado~ governments Comnussion on to codify the work of this Commission in 
:fluman ~ights, and the Tut.:la Legal •. the the new Constitution and to assure its 
human rights ~onitoring office associated future operation and independence. 
wit~ the Archdiocese of El Salvador, appear 4. Diplomatic support for the Internation
willmg to acept. this 1mport9:0t. role. ?ur al Committee of the Red Cross.-Two years 
government should pursue this lSSue with· ag'o the obstruction that the lCRC faced in 
out delay. obta· In to . t .t 
- Until the results of this study are avalla· m g ~ess pnsoners was so grea i 

. nearly decided to close Its offices and end 
ble, the INS. should deyelop guidelines, such the pretense that It was bl to f lf'll its b-
as are used in other areas of the world, 1 a e u 1 . o 
which woU!ld identify certain categories of igattons under the Geneva <?onventi?ns. 
Salvadorans who are more likely subject to However, diplomatic intervention avoided 
political violence. There Is evidence that tqat unfortunate development. . 
teachers and medical personnel face addi· The I~RC no~ reports improvement m 
tlonal risk · their ability to provide humanitarian assist· 

· ance to displace persons in El Salvador. It 
SJ>:ECtPIC RECOMMENDATIONS also has access to palltfoal and military pris· 

El Salvador oners held by the Salvadoran authorities. 
1. Priorities of humanitarian assistance.- However, It continues to face obstacles in 

In addition to the continued provision of obtaining responses from the government 
basic food and medical supplies to d.l.splaced upon many of its recommendations. 
~rsons, our assistance progr~ should now The ICRC still needs strong diplomatic 

support to overcome the persistent resist
• From October. 19a2, to March, 1983, approx!- ' ance It encounters at many levels in El Sal-

mateJy 2.000 Salvadorans were returned. vador concerning its work with Political and 
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military prisoners and its assistance to civil· 
iariB in contested z<>nes. CUrrently in Mora· 
zan provence the local commander is block· 
Ing the transportation of food and medi
cines to the northern portions of the prov
ince, declaring · that the intensity of the 
conflict is too great. If this intervention is 
of only a short duration, during military op
erations, ICRC representatives can under· 
stand. However, if it extends much longer. it 
will interfere with ICRC's disti'ibution of 
relief supplies to non~combatants. 

5. Amnesty program-For a period of 
three months this summer, El Salvador 
law1ched an amnesty program under which 
some 1,000 came forward-half of whom 
·were political prisoners released from pris· 
ons. The program was hindered, hov;ever, 
by its short duration and the lack of any in· 
ternational p:>..rticipation to guarantee pro· 
tection. We· should encourage further am
nesty programs under ICRC auspices, and 
we should join others in the international 
community in offering third country safe· 
haven or resettlement opportunities for 
those seeking it. For example, of the 500 po
litlcal prisoners released. 200 felt endan· 
gered being out ·of prison without interna
tional protection and they sought third 
country resettlement. Canada, Belgium and 
Australia agreed to give many safehaven. 
The United States should participate in re
settling those remaining as we have. partici
pated in the i:ast in international efforts to 
resettle political prisoners. 

6. Judiciary r~onn.-There is a · serious 
need for Judiciary refonn in El Salvador, 
and we should continue to support current 
programs to strengthen their criminal laws 
and Judicial system-all of whieh affect ef
forts to correct human rights abuses. Under 
El Salvador's laws. particularly the rules of 
evidence. it is sometimes difficult to pros
ecute offenders-especially if the charges 
have political overtones. In addition, many 
Judges are not respected or adequately pro
tected: not surprisingly, when difficult, con
troversial or dangerom: cases come up, many 
find easier ways out. A serious effort to 
achieve judicial reform is now underway 
and it deserves strong support. 

Honduras 
1. Support of the refugee program-As 

noted earlier, refugee conditions in Hondu
ras have stabilized and an effective interna· 
tional program of assistance and protection 
has been established under UNHCR aus· 
pices. The United States must be prepared 
to continue our support of this program 
until durable solutions are achieved for the 
refugees. And given the relative hospitality 
of the Government of Honduras towards 
refugees and its readines.5 to absorb refugees ; 
on a first asylum basis. the International 1 
community needs to offer its continued as· 
surance of diplomatic and financial support. 1 

In the case of the Salvadorans, a durable i 
solution appears distant. The current situa- 1 
tion of displaced persons inside El Salvador · 
will not persuade Salvadorans living in far 
better camps and conditions outside their 
country to soon · return. A more secure 
countryside, relatively free of conflict, ap
pears to be a precondition to the return of 
any significant number of those Salvador· 
ans who fled the violence. 

As for the Nicaraguan Miskito Indians, 
they are well on their way to self -sufficiency 

and possible integration with the Honduran 
Miskitos. We should support the current 
care and maintenance programs of the 
UNHCR as well as assist in mobilizing re
sources to establish permanent settlements 
for the Miskitos in Honduras-if they 
choose to remain. The U.S. Mission and 
A.I.D. should become more invoked in 
longer term development planning and sup
port. 

A third refugee program now emerging
Ladino refugees from Nicaragua-will likely 
require particular attention in the days 
ahead. both in tenns of preparations for a 
potential influx of refugees, and in assuring 
that relief ~istance is used o~ly for hu· 
manitarian purposes. · ·· 

2. Protection of Salvadoran re.fugee.s.-The 
United States should continue to express to 
Honduran authorities our strong support 
for the UNHCR's efforts to provide protec· 
tion to Salvadoran refugees. This involves 
not only support of the UNHCR's presence 
in the camps, but also at the borders. 

Particular attention should be paid to pro
tecting refugees at Colomoncagua; if it i~ 
necessary to move this camp for security 
reasons, better planning and support will be 
necessary to avoid the problems of the earli
er move of Salvadorans from the La Virtud 
camp to Mesa Grande. Also. if the Salva
doran refugees at· Colomoncagua must be 
relocated from the border, the UNHCR's 
concerns over freedom of movement should 
be dealt with. 

3. Support UNHCR seminars for Hon
duran milita711.-We should continue our 
support of the special s~minars that 
UNHCR has conducted with the Honduran 
army on the Refugee Convention's guide· 
lines on the treatment of refugees. There is 
every indication that they have had some 
positive effect on the abilit.y of UNHCR to 
protect refugees in Honduras. especially to· 
wards arriving Salvadoran and Guatemalan 
refugees-as evidenced in what could have 
become a dangerous incident at the El 
Tesoro refugee camp for Guatemalans. 
When the military arrested 18 camp resi· 
dents, the Honduran army attempted to 
adhere to the UNHCR guidelines and 
sought the lnvolvment of UNHCR officials. 

Guatemala 
1. Survev of needs of displaced persons.

Although it appears that a significant dis
placed persons problem Is developing Inside 
Guatemala, with all its attendant food. 
health, and medical problems, no one-nei· 
ther the Guatemalan government. the U.S. 
Embassy. nor the voluntary agencies-has a 
grasp of the dimension of the problem. Esti
mates of the total number of displaced per· 
sons range from 10,000 to one million. 

The United States should press for a thor
ough survey of displaced persons-their 
needs, their whereabouts and their num
bers-to be conducted either by the Embas
sy, a voluntary agency or the government. 
And we should be prepared to increase sub
stantially our humanitarian assistance pro· 
gram, and to support the work of the volun· 
tary agencies- with P.L. 480 food, with 
emergency medical supplies, and other 
relief commodities. If emergency relief ls 
necessary-and some voluntary agency field 
reports indicate it will be-the American 
Ambassador should consider taking the nec
essary steps to activate immediate relief 
funds through A.l.D. 's Office of Foreign 
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Disaster Assistance <which was one of the pennanent presence in the fteld, a longer
first sources of funding for the displaced term solution is far off. Few, if any, refu
perSons' program in El Salvador>. gees have been willing to accept the Ouate-
If a serious displaced persons problem malan government's offe·r of amneaty and 

does develop, American humanitarian assist- retum to their country. There Is a gener&l 
a.nee should be ch&ruleled through an inter- lack of confidence in the protect.ton they 
national or voluntary agency serving as co- wlll receive when they return. A carefully 
ordinator of the displaced persons program. negotiated repatriation program under 

2. Guatemalan refugees in MeJ:ico.-There UNHCR auspices, with strong diplomatic 
are currently an estimated 41,000 Guatema- and financial support of the United States. 
Ian refugees In the southern Mexican prov- might help resolve the problem. A good be-

. ince of Chiapas-primarily lndiaru; from the ginning wlll be an invitation to refutee le&d
Ixll-trta.ngle who have fled military cam- ers to return home-again, under UNHCR 
palgns in the countryside in 1981- 82. Al- protection- to see conditions for them
though the situation in the .field· has stabi-. selves. 
JlZed, conditions remain precarious in some But it is unlikely they will be persuaded to 
areas with only a .two-week food supply and return lf they see displaced persons among 
serious health problems. In Jungle terrain, their fe llow countrymen receiving less as
logistics also continue to be a problem. sistance or protection than Is being received 

Despite .a recent conunltment by the under UNHCR programs in Mexico.e 
Mexican government to offer extended as-
sistance and protection to the refugees, and 
permission for the UNHCR to establish a 

., 
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Testimony prepared for the Democratic Party Platform 

Hearing, Nev York City:, . ·April 9 ,. 1984 

I . am Susanne Jonas from U.S. Out of Central 
America (USOCA), a . national organization founded to . 
oppos~ U.S. militarism and inter.ventionism in -Central. 
Amer.ica. and to cam.bat the. clear and .. P.resent daog~r of 
a nev Vietnam. in. that region. USOCA views- the. Reagazi. 
administration.' s interventionism. in· Central· Amer.ica: 
as part of an escalating and aggressive militarism: . . 
Internationally, his belligerent and provocative policies 
have laid the ground for war, in which American youth 
would · die, and which could provoke a broader nuc·lear 
confrontation. Domestically, they· divert tax dollars 
into the geometrically expanding military budget, while 
jobs and services for· the American people are systematically 
cut back. Thi~ military build-up flies in the face of 
American public. opinion which, in poll a.f'ter· poll, has 
shovn.- widespread· opposition· to toreign· interventiolis . and.. 
f'ear.· that· ,Reagan's policies wi.l.l drag us into a var. 

In Central America, Reagan's policies may· well. 
lead to direc~ ·involvement of U.S. combat troops. · He 
bas created an unprecedented m.ili.tary build-up in Central . 
America, which will only increase if. the recommendations 
of the Kissinger Commission are implemented. The direct 
U~S. military presence in El Salvador and Honduras is 
increasing,° and the Administration nov talks openly about 
possible use of U.S. cembat. troops in the f'uture~in 
effect, another Vietnam. Military "exercises" scheduled. 
to begin April. 20--which 'Will affect the entire· region, 
including. Cuba-ai'e· striking·ly similar to maneuvers · in 
preparation for the invasion :of' Grenada. Direct CIA 
responsibility. for the. mining of Nicaragu&n harbors, vhich 
bas a1ready. damaged one Soviet ship and ships of f'ive 
other nations, bas now been admitted. 

Politically, these actions achieve nothing tor· the 
United States and only further isolate the U.S. illter
national.ly--even from its traditional allies in Western 
Europe. Decreasingly able -to impose its will on other 
nations through economic, political or diplomatic means, 
our government has .turned increasingly to military 
adventurism and recklessness. Such conduct expresses 
vhat Marlene Di:;on of ISLEC's Center for the Study of 
American Militarism has identified as the "Suez Syndr ome", 
the last-ditch ef'f'ort of a declining power to preserve its 
shrjnking influence when it can no longer impose its vil.l 
politically on its allies or the world. The precedent 
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is Britain's unsuccessful effort to regain control of t he 
Suez Canal in 1956; the U.S. 's "Suez" may well. be Central 
·Ameri ca. 

Compounding the danger of Reagan's militaristic, 
provocative policies in a highly volatile Central America 
today is his inflamatory rhetoric blaming the Soviet Union. 
and: Cuba for the. conflict. in. Central. America. . Furthermore 

. on a. global scale., relations between the U.S . and the 
Soviet Union are at· the lowest point. in y:ear.s., .due· to 
Reagan's·consistently hostile actions (e.g. placing 
new nuclear missiles in Europe). Combined with this 
administration's beiief that a nuclear war is wil1Il8.ble, 
this places us in a situation where nuclear confrontation 
is more likely than at any time since the Cuban missile 
crisis of 1962;. and regional hot-spots of U.S. intervention, 
such as Centr&J. America,. are most likely to touch off a.n 
international confrontation. What . more clearly demonstrates 
the. ~ers of: turning Central Ame:r.ica into a.. -war zone: than· 
the U.S. mining: ot··1uce.ragua.n harbors-, which has ·al.ready 
directly_ affec~ed .. Soviet: shi"ps?: . . . · 

·Given· the .above, .. USOCA lSe.lieves··that it is incumbent. 
up.on the: Democratic: Par:ty to make a . c_omplete· arid principled 

···break with the· policies of the· Reagan Administration in . · 
Central. America. ·Reagan and his spokesmen are attempting . 
to force and impose "bipartisan consensus" regarding Central 
.America policy on Democrats, as a kind of litmus test of 
patriotism and loyalty to the United States, maintaining 
that public and. Congressional debate and criticism 
undermine. U.S. interests abroad. We find this: abhorrent 
not onl.y in its content ·but also in its violation of the 
basic democratic traditions of the United States. Democrats 
must not e..llov themselves to be · intimidated into sl,lpporting 
Reagan policy .by .R~aganite. spectres of "losing" El Salvador 
or Central America,. nor should they accept administration 
doublespeak about s~nding U.S. military aid nov to avoid 
direct·u.s. involvement. later. 

We urge the Democratic Party to adopt a clear stance 
of opposition to Reagan policy in Central. America, and to 
def~ne a nev policy based upon the fol.lowing principles: 
opposition t ·o . the militarization of the region currentl.y 
taking place; full respect f.or human right·s; authentic 
self-determination; good-faith negotiations to resolve 
conflicts (in place of military solutions); commitment 
to non-intervention; full economic and social development 
of the region based on social justice. 
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Specifical.l.y, we urge the Democratic Party to establish 
itself on record a.nd .to int~oduce legislation as appropriate 
on the following points of U.S. policy in Central America: 

I. Immediate cessation of all. U.S . military involvement 
in Central America , including military aid, equipment, 
training, and. personnel. · 

2. . In. particular, immediate cessation of al.l. U.S. 
m£litary aid to the government of EJ. Salvador. While we 
support· the. many legislative attempts to limit or restrict 
such· aid,. we· urge the Democratic Party to take. the much 
stronger ~ta.nee: of terminating such. aid altogether. 

3. Continued ban. on all military aid . to Guatemala, 
which has been identified by numerous human rights organizations 
.as having the worst record of human rights . violations in the 
heml.sphere;. and cessation of· all.'in.ilitary sales to the 
Guatemalan ~overnment. 

4.. Conditioning. &.ll. econoinic. a.id to El. Salvador., · 
GUatemaJ.a ,. and. Honduras .on. ver.ifial?le. i.mprov.ements. in 
human. rights;· .1."urthermore·, the· process of human rights ~ 
.<:..~rti:f'ication. should .. be- strengthened and the· Administration 
should be legaµ.y obl.iged to abid~: by it. 

5. An immediate end. to ill' U.S. overt and covert· operations 
- against· Nicaragua (through. aid. to· the ' "contras" or direct·iy); 

and immediate cessation of' all other destabilizing activity:·,. 
including economic sanctions as · veil as e_conomic sabotage, 
directed against +iicaragua. In particular, an. end to 
terroristic, CIA-implemented or-directed acts. of military 
aggression,. in: defiance of international law, such as the 
mining of Nicaragua' s harbors. · 

6. In regard to U.S . military installations in 'Honduras, 
an immediate withdraw8.l. of al.l.. ~~ S. military personnel 
(including ·advisers), and termination of al.l "military 
exercises". Further, the U.S. instal.l.ations themselves 
should. ill no way be permanently institutionalized; rather, 
they should be· progressively· dismantled, in order to 
reduce tensions and the danger of war· il2 the region. Minimal.l.y, 
the Department of Defens~ should be prevented from using or 
permitting the use of U.S. instal.l.ations in Honduras as 
a base for attacks on EJ. Salvador, or for "contra" activities 
tending toward an invasion of Nicaragua, which would ulti
mately draw Honduras and Nicaragua into a tragic war. · 

. 7. A clear policy statement that the U.S. is committed 
to not using military force to intervene in the internal 
affairs of another countrjr, as was done in Grenada, in 
violation of international. lav. 
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8. Strictest possible application of the Wa.r Powers 
Act, and absolute resistance to Reagan Adininistration attempts· 
to chall.enge. its constitutionality.. The War Powers Act . 
shouid. be applied to all. possible. situations. in. which the 
U.S. is involved, ·directly or indirectly (for· example, 
U .. S. reconnaissance missions functioning in tactical 
support of Salvadoran .combat units). 

·9. U~S •. participation in good. faith. in unconditional. . 
. negotiations . with all. parti.es in E:L Salvador·, in 
order to achieve. a political rather· than a ·military 
sol.ution. 

10. Acceptance of the Nicaraguan government's 
offer to begin negotiations· with the United States to 
improve relations between the two countries. 

- · .. --... 
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and a.broad, and advances the cause ol improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON Y ARMON, Director of Public ReJations 

POR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, April 9 .•. Foreign Minister Dante Caputo of Argentina today '~ 

informed a delegation of American Jewish Comnlittee leaders that President 

Alfqnsin's government would introduce within the next two weeks in the 

Argentinian Congress a series of laws outlawing anti-Semitism, racism, and all 

forms of discrimination based on religion, race, and sex. 

"There will be strong penalties for public discrimination," Minister Caputo ; 

said, "and these laws will govern the behavior in the entire Argentine society." 

Minister Caputo discussed a broad range of domestic and foreign policy issues 

wi.th a delegation of American Jewish Committee leaders at the Argentinian 

Mission to the United Nations. Ms. Rita Hauser of New York, Chairperson of the 

AJC Executive Committee and a prominent international lawyer, headed the AJC 

delegation. The meeting was arranged by AJC's International Relations 

Department, whose director is Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum. 

Joining Mr. Caputo were the Argentine Ambassador to the United States, 

Lucio Garcia del Solar; the Argentine Consul General in New York, Jose Ramon 

Sanchis Mur:ioz; Advisor to President Alfonsin, Carlos Nino; Principal Advisor to 

Minister Caputo, Alberto Ham; and Francisco Diez, private secretary to Minister 

Caputo. 

Discussing foreign policy concerns, Minister Caputo said that "the 

Government of President Alfonsin condemns all forms of terrorism. I can assure 

you that both internally and externally, we will insist on .all legal means to combat 

terrorism. We have suffered from all forms of terrorism; it is not an abstraction to 

us; we know it firsthand. It is an absurd contradiction for us to fight terrorism 

internally and allow it to go on internationally. Terrorism must be solved by law." 

Mr. Caputo was responding to a ~ries ·of concerns expressed by the AJC 

delegation over anti-Semitic violence in Argentina as well as over the role of the 

PLO in Argentina and other Latin American countries. 

In answer to criticisms over past votes of Argentinian representatives to 

United Nations bodies who supported anti-Israel resolutions, including "the 

obscenity of the equation of Zionism with racism," Minister Caputo said, "We will 

.... more 
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seek to rectify our votes on these issues. We will change the erratic, irrational, 

and improvised character of Argentina's foreign policy. We will not vote at the UN 

or elsewhere just because others want us to." 

JacobO Kovadloff of Buenos Aires, AJC's director of Latin American affairs, 

informed Minister Caputo about the forcible closing of AJC's offices in Buenos 

Aires in June 1977 under the threat of right-wing death squads. Minister Caputo 

responded forthrightly: "We invite the American Jewish Committee to return and 
reopen your offices. It would be a good symbol. The reasons which prompted the 

closing are finished. We not only welcome your return but pledge to give you all 

the assistance you need to reopen and to function . in Argentina.". 
Minister Caputo also responded affirmatively to an AJC proposal for 

organizing exchange visits between Argentinian and American delegations, modeled 

on AJC's successful exchange programs with France ond Germany. Mf. Caputo said 

his government would very much welcome such exchanges and would help in their 

implementation. 

The Foreign Minister also discussed his views on Argentinian-U.S. relations. 

"The establishment of democracy," he said, "is to contribute to security and avoid 

polarization. The U. S. policy in Latin American has been short-term and has led 

to fostering ties with authoritarian governments friendly with the U.S. 

Authoritarian governments are not stable, and those regimes produced negative 

votes (toward the U.S. and Israel) in the United Nations and elsewhere. 

''To insure democracy, we must create a foundation for real dialogue with the 

U.S. The U.S. is interested in hemisphere security but forgets frequently about 

democracy and development. Latin Americans speak about democracy and 

development and forget about security. As Latin Americans produce things worthy 

to defend, they will understand security much better." 

Speaking of Argentina's economic plight, Minister Caputo told the AJC 

leaders, "We have a great foreign debt and distortions in our domestic monetary 

situation. It will take us a few years to deal with it. The Argentine Government 

will seek to pay its debt but at the same time must be able to produce the 

necessary wealth. We have had a deep recession during the last eight years that 

caused a drop in our way of life and a drop in wages. What sense is th.ere to try to 

establish a democracy in our country if there is more recession, and a drop in 

wages? We need to increase investments and have an economic success if 

democracy is to survive." 

The AJC delegation consisted of the following: 

Ms. Hauser; Philip Hoffman of New Jersey, former AJC president; Richard 

Maass of New Rochelle, N.Y., former AJC president; Leo Nevas of Norwalk, Conn., 

chairman of the AJC Task Force on Soviet Jewry; Howard Greenberger, professor 

of law, New York University, and chairman of the AJC Task Force on Central 

America; Mr. Kovadloff; Dr. David Gordis, executive vice-president-designate of 

the AJC; William Trosten, AJC's acting director; and David Harris, deputy director 

of AJC's International Relations Department 

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations 
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious 
rights of people here and. abroad, and advances the cause of impr.oved human 
relations for all people e'(erywhere. 

84-960-157 
A,EJP,REL,Z 
RTV-TS, R, JN, JL, N 
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The Jewish Co~munity 

Background Notes for Meeting with 
President Miguel de .la Madrid Hurtado 

Tuesday, Hay 15, 1984 

The population of Mexico -- 72 million -- is now second i n size in Latin 
Ameri~a. The Jewish population -- 45 thousand -- constitutes the third largest 
LatiA~American Jewish co~munity (after Argentina and erazil). 96% of the Jews 
live in Mexico City . The community is made up· of 55% Ashkenazim from Eastern 
Europ~; 40% Sephardim from the Middle East, North Afric~ and the Balkans. In 
the last few years a nuniber. -of Israelis have immigrated. The main coordinating 
organization is the Comite Central Israelita .de Mexico. 

Ant i-Semit isrri in Mexico 

Several years ago there seemed to be an i ncrease in the anti~Semilic activities 
of the right wing. This has receded and, while there are anti-Semitic materials 
being published and distributed by this group, the Jewish community does not 
consider it a significant threat. Left-wing anti-Semitism under the guise of 
anti-"Zionism" and/or anti-Israel publications continues and remains a source of 
concern to the community. The PLO maintains an office in Mexico City, but a 
rece~t petition for diplomatic reco~nition and to increase their staff was 
denied by the gov~rnment . 

Mexicois Relations with Israel 

Generally, bilateral relations have been good. The ~it~io lic .anti-israel 
articles in the media and speeches in the UN d~ring · the Lebanese crisis have 
ended or are much muted. Recently Mexico and Israel signed a' new agreemen.t for 
scientific, tech no logic al and cultural cooper at.i ·on. Perh.aRs the most . ~Hg
ni f icant aspect of. this agreement is the fact that it was signed in Jerusa,lem. 
Given .the attitude of the previous Minister of Foreign Affai-rs .who had refused· 
to allow any agreement to be. signed in Jerusalem, the action. by the present 
Minister · of Foreign Affairs, an·d the supportive invol vemen't . in the dee is id~ by 
the new Mexican Ambassador to Israel, is considered by the Jewish community as a 
very positive omen. 

Most import~ntly, Mex i co, despite persistent pressure· from Arab ' countries and 
from left-wing elements in Mexico, continues to sell oil to Israel. At present, 
40% of Isr.ael 's oil requirements are imported from Mexico. It should be· pointed 
out that the sale of oil to .Israel is of great mutual benefit since Isra~l pays 
for this oil in cash, whi~h is · ~f significarit assistance to Mexico cu~rently 
undergoing a major economic crisis~ 



AJC and Mexico 

• The American Jewish Committee has long had an interest in dev~loping ·a close 
relationshi~ between the U.S. and Mexico. 

• The· AJC established an office for Mexico and Central America in Mexico City 
in 1966. Directed by Sergio Nudelstejer, it is the only American Jewish 
organization based in the region and maintains a close r~lationship with both 
the Mexican Government and Jewish community. 

·* During his tenure (1976-1982) the former President of Mexico, Jose Lopez 
Portillo, visited the United States four times. Each time he met with an AJC 
delegat~on. His predecessor, President Luis Echeverri•, met with an AJC 
delegation in 1976. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ramer of Los Angeles represented AJC at the official 
inauguration of President Miguel de la Ma~rld in December 1982. 

·• The AJC also met with then-Presidential candidate de la Madrid during the 
visi~ to Mexic9 _of the .AJC Board· of Governors in February 1982. 

• · We have suppor~ed 1 iberal . imm~gration legislation which would benefit, · among 
others, persons of Mexican origin now living in the United States. 

• We have est ablished an American-Hispanic Dialogue which was inaugurated in 
San Antonio, Texas in February 1984 ~ 

• The AJC has become the "address" for Mexican Goverl"!ment officials who wish to 
establ.ish a r~lationship with the Je~ish commuhity in the United States and its 
various organizations . 

* * * 
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TJ1lkin_g Points for Meeting with Mexic'an Presidef1t 

1. Mexico is a particularly important country to us as Americans because (a) it 
is a neighbor, (b) it is a substantial .presence in Latin America," and (c) it is 
an important country in the Third World. As Jews we are also interested because 
Mex1co . ~as a significant Jewi~h community to· which we have close ties •. 

2. We would be interested in hearing th, President's evaluation of the current 
political and economic situation in Mexico and the .prospects for the future. 

3. How does he ,valuate the relationship between the United States and Mexico 
at this time? is there a particular role that an organization like the American 
Jewish Committ~e can play in ._strengthening that relationship? 

4. How does he evaluate the relafionship between Mexico and Is~ael? 

5. We are concerned about the politicizaticin of international organiz~tions and 
their specialized agencies which div~r:t atteDtion from their- stated and widely
shared goals. W~ would welcome the President's comments on thi~ subject. 

6. One of the issues .of great concern to Jews and to others who are interested 
in human rights is the situation of Jews in the USSR. We would like to ask the 
Mexican President to consider possible intervention through appropriate 
bilateral and multilateral channels to address this issue. 

84-~60-19 

Y056-IRD/ls 
5/11/84 

David. Geller· and Sergio Nudelstejer 
AJC International Relations Department 
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The GAtnerican Gjewish Co1ll1Ilittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New Vort<, N.V. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom. N.Y. 

May 17 , 1984 

Mr; Marcel Ruf f 
President 
FED£ CO 
Apartado Postal · 502 
Guatemal a City , Guatemal a , C. A. 

Dear Marcel , 

I was glad to have the opportunity to speak with you last week, but I r egr et 
the c i rcumstances that brought it about. Our Jewish communities h ave mo r e 
than e nough real pr oblems and needs to contend with and shou l d not be 
wasting time and energy on such useless controversies and polemics . 

There is a r eal need for serious and t'houghtfu·l analysis based on obj ective 
data regardirig the problems of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism in Nit aragua 
and elsewhere , and for finding politically effective ways of dealing with 
those urgent issues . But newspaper headlines are hardly ·a matur e and 
respons ible way of doing that . 

I have three purposes i n w~iting to you now: 

First, I wanted to report ~o you, and thr"ough you, to FEDECO's leadership , 
on the very positive contribution that Moises Sabb a j made in i nterpret ing 
t he i nterest$ of ·Central American Jewry to our national leadership. His 
prepared · talk. was warmly received, and heightened the consciousness of our 
leaders f rom t hroughout t he United States to their responsibilities t o t heir 
fellow-Jews in Central America. 

I n behalf of · the American Jewish Commit tee, f or Sergio Nudelst ejer and 
myself, we want to thank you for t he wise choice of Moises as your officia l 
spokesman to our AJC Annual Meet ing. 

Second , we arranged a mee t ing of major repr esent atives f r om ~ ational 
Rabbinic seminaries, Jewish educational bodi es, Hi llel , J DC, HI AS, and J WB 
to meet with Moises Sabbaj on May 1 i n o rper to discuss how we might be 
helpful in mobi l izing Rabbis , t eachers, community ser vices , soc ial welfare 
and other skil l ed persons to come to Central America in order t o meet your 
i nternal spirit ual and educat.ional needs . We were heartened by a qui t e 
positive i nt erest, and meetings were ar r anged with Moises to begi n concr ete 
ar r angements for such recr uitment . He wi l l , I am s ur e, repott t o you in 
det ail on these developments. · 

HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN. President • • WIWAM S. TROSTEN. Acting Director 
l lHEOOORE El LENOFf: Ch~ir . Boarid of Governm a ALFRED H. MOSES. Chair. National Executive Council • ROBERTS. JACOBS, Chair, Soard of Trustees • 
L ROBERT GOOOKINO. freasure; • SHIRLEY M. SZA8A[). Secre1a1y • EMllY W. SUNSTEIN, Associate Treasurer • RITA E. HAUSER. Chair. E1ecutive Committee a 
Hono1aiy Presrden1s: MORRIS 8. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS. ELMER L WINTER. MAYNARD I. WISHNER· a Honoraiy Vice.f>residents: NATHAN APP\.EMAH. 
MARTIN GANG. RUTH R. GOOOARO. ANDREW GOODMAN. RAYMOND F. KRAVIS. JAMES MARSHALL. WIUIAM ROSENWALD 11 MAX M. FISHER. Honoraiy Chair. National Executive Council • 
EJecutive Vice·Presidenls Emeriti' JOHN SLAWSON, BERTRAM H. GOLD a Vice.Presid:ents: NORMAN E. Al.UANOER. w.estchester: EDWARD E. ElSON. Atlanta: RIOIARD J. FOX, Phll8delpllia; 
HOWARD A. GILBERl. Cnicago: ALAN C. GREENBERG. New York: ROBERT H. HAINES. New York: JOHN 0. l.£VY, SL Louis: ROBERT L. PELZ. Westrl!eslet: l.£0N RABIN, Dallas: GORDON S. ROSENBLUM. Denver. 
DAVID F. SQUIRE. Boswn a 
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' If we can be of any help i n further follow-up, please feel free to contact 
Sergio or mysel f. 

T~ird, I have read the text of the statement that Rabbi Morton Rosenthal 
~rafted w~th you and Luis Lieberman as printed in The Jewish World of May 
11-17. I have no desire ~o prolong this foolish way of dealing with a 
sign~ficant issues , but I must say two things for the record which I must 
ask you to communicate to your FEDECO leadership: 

a) The statement, which clear l y bears the exaggerated style ·of Rabbi 
Rosenthal's authorship , attributes to me assertions which I never made in 
any form - neither in public speeche~, nor in my radio broadcasts , nor i n my 
syndicated co lumns. I enclose copies of everyt hing I ~ave written and 
broadcast about FEDECO and Central American Jewry so that fair-minded people 
can judge for themselves whether the Rosenthal - inspired . apologia has any 
basis in fact . 

I have nev er said nor written that "FEDECO did not say that there was not 
anti-Semitism (in Nicaragua)." In fact, in my syndicated column, "Is 
Nicaragua Anti -Semitic?", dated October 14, 1983, I wrote: 

" •.. during the upheaval, ther~ is no question that some Sandinista 
guerillas, poisoned by PLO propaganda, acted in an anti-Semitic way." 

I also said nothing whatsoever about any "resolutions" being "adopted or 
discussed" by FEDECO . That is another misrepresentation of my views. But 
you know as well as· I - ·and you can refresh your recollection by listening 
to. the tapes of the discussion that took place during the panel at which 
Rabbi Rosenthal spoke about Nicaragua - that at leas t three of the FEDECO 
delegates sharply questioned the wisdom and utility of Rabbi Rosenthal's 
sensationalizing .the issue at the expense of a more complex understanding 
what went on in Nicaragua. · 

Your statement (drafted by Rosenthal) does in fact come to the· conclusion I 
have he l d all along when it asserts, "Anti-Semitism was one of the major 
factors, although not . t he only factor, that caused Nicaraguan Jews to leave 
Nicaragua ." If Rabbi Rosenthal has articulated this balanced under st anding 
of the "geo-politicai realities in Nicaragua in his numerous statements and 
articles, there would be l ittle difference in our approach. The utility of 
such an approach is that it avoids creating an hysteri9al atmosphere of 
anti - Semitic pogroms and frees us to deal with the far more fundamental· 
present threat to .the intere.st of Central American and world Jewry, includ
ing Israel, namely, the sinister and deadly anti-Jewish and anti-democratic 
role of the PLO and their fellow-travelling Sandanista commandates in 
Nicaraqua and throughout Latin America. It is a whole different conception. 

b) The statement attributes to me an assertion that "there is a general 
exodus of Jews from Central America." I challenge Rabbi Rosenthal or anyone 
else to present a sing le line that I have written that makes such a sweeping 
statement. What r did say is· a suppositi on, contained i n the attached 
co·lumn, "Latin America'.s Jews, their hopes, . fears," (The Jewish Week, 
February 17, 1984): 
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"If M~rxist revolutions are allowed to topple the governments of their 
countries, they see no future for Jewish life, and many hundreds of Jews are 
already leaving." 

I believe that statement to be truthful, and it is based in large part on 
the demographic data that I heard and wrote down from the FEDECO leaders 
from each of the Central American countries who reported on the situation of 
their countries during the panel discussion. "General ~xodus" - which I 
never said - implies mass flight of entire populations. "Many hundreds of 
Jews ... l~aving" is a ~ociological .real ity. 

In sum, if you grant the accuracy of these comments, I cannot understand how 
you and Mr. Lieberman coul~ sign a statement drafted by · Rosenthal that 
defames me by asserting: "Rabbi Tanenbaum 's statements have created 
regrettable confusion, because they did not accurately refle6t events at the 
meeting of FEDECO." 

In point of fact, I believe that my statements, broadcasts, and columns were 
entirely accurate portrayals of everyth~ng I heard and re~d 9uring and since 
the FEDECO meeting, and therefore· the statement is erroneous and inaccurate 
on almost every count. I regret very mµch, especially since I feel such 
bonds of friendship with you and other members of FEDECO whom I felt 
privileged to meet, that. you were placed in a c ompromising position to have 
to lend your name to a statement which is not worthy of your integrity and 
stature. 

Marcel, I end consciously on a positive note of friendship because I refuse 
to allow this publicit}'.'._3q~all tQ affect in any negative way the relation
ship between ourselves or of FEDECO with the American Jewish Committee . 

The presence of Moises Sabbaj at the AJC Annual Meeting was the beginning of 
an irnport~nt and ~onstructive bond between Central American Jewry and our 
national leadership. I · propose to do everything in my power to assure its 
positive continuation. · 1. 

With warm good wishes to you, Mrs. Ruff, and FEDECO leadership, I am, 

MHT:ls 
enc ls. 

cc: Sergio Nudelstejer, Mexico 
Moises Sabbaj, Guatemala 
Luis Lieberman, Costa Rica 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director 
International Relations Department 
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FEDERACION DE COMUNIDADES JUDIAS· DE CENTROAMERICA 

Y PANAMA 

''THE CENTRAL AMERICAN CRfSIS 
AND ITS IMPACT ON JEWISH-ca·MJNITIES·.·~, 

;,;.. ~ 

PRESB~TED AT: THE AMERICAN JEWISH CCTIMITIEE'S 78TH P.NNUAL MEETING 

r~Y 3, 1984·.· 

BY: TI1E FEDERATION Cf THE .J&HSH CO"MUNITIES OF CENTRAL 

MRI CA AND PMJA.Ml\ <FEDECQ) I 

PREPARED WITH ASSISTANCE FROM 11-iE ORGANIZATIONAL COfVMiffiE OF WE 

GuA TEf"LA.LAN JEl\11 SH COivMUN I TY, 

SPEAlfR: ~DISES .SABBAJ. 

- - - --- - - ------- ---- ------- --
.i\j' :u Cl~L, 1'1i ~.t.1 f 5~}.2 

Gu:: t<.·:n.1!.1, t-:11.1i1·a i.1lj , C. A. 
Tt'Ho11u :· &7643 
C?.hk : FED[CO 

I 
.-j 



FEDERACION DE COMUNIDADES JUDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA 
Y PANAMA 

THE CENTRAL MRICAN CRISIS 
~AND ITS lt'PACT ON JEWISH C0"1'1JN.ITIES 

. . 

FIRST, I WOULD LIKE TO lHANK THE M1ER1CAN JEWISH CCT1'1ITIEE FOR THE SPE-: 

CIAL INTEREST IT HAS SH~N IN INVITING fEDECO TO THIS REUNION, IT IS 

POSSIBLE, AND I WIU.. TRY TO PRESENT YOU WITH FEIJECO's TI-IINKING IN RE

LATION To THE CENTRAL AMER·I·c~s,· AND ITS IMPACT ON JEWISH cotvMJNl. 

HES IN THAT AREA. 
. . . . 

FEDECO's MEMBERSHIP HAS REACHED THE CONCWSION THAT THE DESTINY OF . . 

ns COf'vMJNITIES Is INTIMi\TELY RELATED TO THE FOREl_GN, AS WELL AS TO THE 
. . . 

INTERNAL POLI c I ES OF "THE UNITED STATES I THERE FORE, TI-ii s IMPORT ANT I N-

FLUENCE MUST BE MENTIONED IN THIS PRESENTATION, 

THE CENTRAL AMERICAN CRISIS IS DISCUSSED IN ALL CIRCl..,ES .AND AT EVERY . . .. 
LEVEL OF OUR SOC l ETI ES, AND IT IS IMPERATIVE TiiA T WE EX/iJ'\I NE THE REAL .. : 

ORIGIN OF ll-11$ CRISIS, IN OP-DER TO REACH THOSE CONCLUSIONS THAT WILL 

ALLOW AN ADE QUA TE $0LVT I ON• . . . . (Vt. ft J' ~ 
THE STRATEGIC POSITION OF TI-IE ISTHMUS, NO DOUBT, CONSTITUTES A FACTOR . . .. ,, 

OF W 1AA IMPORTANCE FOR 11-!IS AR~ TO BE IN A SEVERE CRISIS, 
' . . . 

-IN HIS MESSAGE TO THE JOINT SESSION OF CoNGRESS OF APRIL 2J, 1983, 
. . : · . : i 

PRESIDENT REAGAN RECALLED THAT ALREADY . ouRING WoRLD WAR IL Hn~R HAD 
. . 

RECOGNIZED THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF THIS AAEA, GERMAN SUBMARINE$ SANK 

MJRE TONNAGE IN THE CARIBBEAN lHAN IN TiiE ATLANTIC, THIS ·wAS DONE Willi 
! 
I 

I I I I 1 

-·-·--·------------------------------.J 
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. OUT HAVING A f"AVAL BASE ANYWHERE IN TH~ AREA, PRESIDENT REAGAN AlSO Rf 

MI~ CONGR~SS -rHAT lWO "ftilRPS OF ALL FORE~GN TRADE AND PETROLEUM PAS
SES :rHROUGH niE· PAfWv\ti. CANAL AND 11-IE CARIBBEAN.· . IN CASE OF A EUROPEAN . . 

CRISIS, AT LEAST HALF OF THE ftMERICAN _SUPPLIES FOR NATO WOULD HAVE TO 

GO "J!iROUGH. lHESE MEAS ~y $EA. 
. .. . . . .. . . . . . 

THE SoY.IET UNION HAS . CLEARLY ·RECOGNIZED THE VITAL .IMf'ORTANCE OF U.S. 
. .· . . . . .. . . 

INTERESTS iN niE AA.EA, THERE ARE SIGNS THAT THE U,S, ARE BEGINNING TO 

RECOGNizE nus IMPORTANCE, roo.· Ir .1.s THEREFORE UNNECESSAAY ro. FURTHER 
. . 

INSIST ON THE GEOPOLITlcA_L IMPORTANCE OF THIS AREA. 

THE CENTRAL ftMERICAN cR1s.1s !s v100 BY DIFFERENT SECTORS· IN DIFFER

. ENT WAYS: · THERE AAE THOSE wHo v.1.EW IT AS JUST ONE. f'tl)RE .L·I-NK 'OF THE 

EAST-WEST CONFRONTATION, .AND THEY ATTRIBUTE THE REVOWTION ONLY TO. THE 
. . . . 

DIRECT ·INTERFERENCE OF THE Sov1ET UNIO~ AND 1rs CARIBBEAN SAT~LL.ITE . 
. " 

OTHERS ATTRIBUTE THE ORIGIN OF THE CRI~IS TO THE EXTREME INEQUITIES _ EX-

ISTING IN THE Mc\TTER OF ACCESS TO LA.ND, OPPORTUNilY AND JUSTICE, 

&JT WE MUST EXAMINE THE PROBLEM FRQM .. A REALISTIC POINT OF VIEW, AND. ' 

t-K>T FROM ONE INFLUENC~ BY POLITICAL CONVICTIONS OR PERSONAL ~l'NENIENCE .• . 

l.ET US SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT: 

1.- INEQUITIES IN ACCESS TO LAND 00 EXIST IN CENTRAL Af'1ERI~; . 

2~- INEQUITIES IN ACCEss· ro OPPOR1UNI.1Y oo ex1sr IN Ci:~ PMERicA: 

3.- INEQUITIES IN ACCESS TO'JUSTICE rri EXIST IN CENTRAL ~RICA: 

4.- VIOLATION OF HUtlAN RIGHTS 00 EXIST IN CENTRAL f1MER~cA. · 
I . 
' 

t I I I I 

! .. ______________ ____, 
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T H~SE SAD TRU1HS HOWEVER I ARE NOT EXCWS_I VE TO THE CENTRAL P/.1ER I CAN 

AAEA. THEY EXIST IN ft1ANY OIBER COUNJRIES AND REGIONS· OF THE \\ORL.D • . 

BUT ltiE FACT IS ltiAT IN CENTRAL ftMERICA, lliEY 00 EXIST, AND THERE IS A 
. . . 

CRISIS, SO WE M.JST ASK OURSELVES A VERY IMPORTANT QUESTION: WHY?? 

THESE UNFORTUNATE CONDITIONS HAVE EXISTED IN OUR AAEA FOR Mi\NY M4NY 
. . . . 

YEARS, AND THERE HAS NEVER BEEN SUCH A CRISIS AS WE HAVE TODAY, CAN IT 

BE, lWff THE PEOPLE IN OUR AREA HAVE ALL OF A SUDDEN, SPONTAEf'DUSLY, BE . . . 

. COME CONSCIOUS OF THESE .TRUTHS .OR CONDITIONS? IT IS ?OS.SIBLE; BUT "THEN, . . 

MN HAVE OTHER PEOPLE IN OTHER AAEAS NOT REACTED IN A SIMILAR WAY, IN-
. . . . 

CLUDING SUCH AAEAS WHERE THE INEQUITIES ARE EVEN GREATER? 
. . 

IN GUATEfr1ALA, FOR EXAMPLE, THERE IS POVERTY, BUT PEOPLE DO NOT STARVE 
. . 

TO DEATH AS THEY DO IN NORTHEASTERN BRAZIL .WHERE THE HUNSER PROBLEM 

HAS REACHED ALARMING PROPORTIONS·. You MJST BE AWAAE OF il-IE couNTLEss 

ASSAULTS ON SUPERfv1ARKETS IN THAT COUNTRY, WHERE THE ONLY PURPOSE OF THE 

RAIDERS IS TO. OBTAIN FOOD To SURVIVE. Bur BRAZIL OOE~ NOT HAVE A CRI-
. . 

SIS PROBLE1'1 LIKE TI-IE ONE WE HAVE IN CENTRAL AMERICA. ·WHY NOT?? 
. . 

MEx1co, WHICH IS THE ONLY COUNTRY GEOGRAPHICALLY LOCATED BETWEEN THE 

UNITED STATES AND CENTRAL ftMERICA, ALSO SUFFERS FROM THE SAME TRUTHS 

AND COMHTIONS AS WE DO IN CENTRAL AMER ICA. HOWEVER, IN MExzco THERE 

IS No SUCH CRISIS AS lliE ONE EXISTI NG IN CENTRAL PMERICA, WHY NOT?? 
. . 

ME THE BRAZILIANS OR lHE MEXICANS ~'t>RE IGNORANT OF lHEIR CONDITIONS .. 

AND PROBLEMS lHAN WE CENTRAL ftME~ICAN$? IT CANNOT BE SO, THJ:~, . AGAIN· 

WE MUST ASK: WHY IS TI-lERE A CRisfs IN ;CENTRAL AMERICA? 
t I I I I 

; \ p .'1 1.t ,!11 l'ostal 502 Trlcfono : 67643 
Cable: FEOECO 

Telex: 6137 Rep· GRK ' · 
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THE ANSWER I AS WE SEE IT I Is DUE TO lHE CONSCIOUS DES IRE AND INTEREST 

OF lHE SoVIET UNION TO DESTABILIZE THE AREA IN ORDER To' GA.IN POLITICAL 

OBJECTIVES, AND TO DIREClLY THREATEN lHE SECURITY OF lHE U.S. Bur 00 

NOT MISUNDERSTAND us·. THE FOREGOING JX)ES NOT MEAN A DENIAL OF THE EX

ISTING INEQUITIES. Ps Jews, WE COULD NOT AND NEITHER COULD YOU. tis 
. . 

JEWS I WE CARE I I I AND AS . SUCH WE . CARE FOR LI FE AND JUSTICE; IF f'VT I WE 

\\OULD NOT BE Jews. 

(ls Jews, WE HAVE lHE R.ESPONSABILITY TO PROfv'OTE THE WELL BEING OF HU-
. . 

MANITY. VIE MJST HOWEVER ACT IN AN INTELLIGENT WAY, 
. . . 

THERE IS NO DOUBT ll1AT THE SoVIET UNION EXPLOITS THE EXISTING INEQUI-
. . 

TIES TO PROt-OTE SUBVERSION FOR ITS OWN ENDS, AND SADLY, IT A!-$9 EXPLOITS 
. . . 

TI-IE GOOD WIU.. AND LIBERAL FEELINGS OF Jews EVERYWHERE, so lHA.T M«\NY OF 

US, HERE AND ELSEWHERE, IN GOOD FAITH, SUPPORT S!JBVERSIVE M:>~Ff'fNTS 

lHAT ONLY BRING GREATER MISFORTUNE TO 1HE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL A{-1ERICA, 
... .. . 

l£T' S LOOK AT A HISTORICAL EXAMPLE: 
' 

AN JlMERICAN ADMINISTRATION BACKS THE· SANDINISTA REVOLUTION AND HELPS 

TO OVERTHROW A REPRESSIVE· REGIME, WHICH HAD BEEN IMPOSED FORMERLY BY 

ANOTHER PMeRICAN ACMINISTRATI'ON AND THE . .AMERICAN JEWISH Co~NITY SUP

PORTS I TS GOVERNMENT. Bur; .THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE ARE WORSE OFF TODAY . . . . 

THAN . BEFORE, AND THE SovI ET UN.ION·, · wH I CH SUPPRESSES AU. FORM OF Jew1.sH . . .· . 
. . . '·· 

LIFE, EVEN AGAINST ITS OWN LAWS~ HAS tei~(A FOOIBOLD ON THE LANDBRIDGE . . . 

OF nlE f!MER I CAN CONTINENT I 

I I I I 

····---.. ---------------------------------' 
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WE BELIEVE lliAT THE POLICY. FOLI...OWED BY THE At-1ERICANS ON. BOTI-l OCCA-
. . .. 

SIONS MENTIONED PSOVE IN NICARAGUA WAS UNFORTUNATE, THE NICARAGUAN . . ' 

PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS WERE NOT SOLVED AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE· TODAY A 

SERIOUS SITUATION, CAl.)SED BY 1HEIR OWN OOING, ~N THOUGH IT WAS OONE 
. . 

IN GOOD FAITH, AND IN THE NAME OF THE HIGHEST HUMAN VALUES. 
. . . . 

THE DEMXRATIC PARTY'S.POLICY, CLEARLY STATED IN .SENATOR CHRISTOPHER 

J. Donn's RESPONSE To PRESIDENT REAGAN' s SPEECH oF APR 1 L '!J, 1983, 1 N 
. . . 

THE N.A/"1E OF ALL DE/'IOCRATIC SENATORS, STATED: 
. . . . 

- "WE WILL OPPOSE THE ESTABLIS.HMENT OF MAAxIST STATES iN CENTRAL AMER 

ICA" 

- "WE WILL l\IQT ACCEPT TI-IE . CREAT.ION OF SOVIET MI.LITARY BASES lN CENTRAL 

fitJERICA" 
. . . . 

- "AND WE WILL NOT TOLERATE TI-IE PLACEMENT OF SoVIET OFFENSIVE MISSILES 

IN CENTRAL AM.ERICA, NOR ANYWHERE IN THIS HEMISPHERE" 
. . . 

- "FINALLY, WE ARE FULLY PREPARED TO DEFEND OUR SECURITY .AND THE SE-

CURITY OF TI-IE h-1ER I CASI IF NECESSARY I BY MI l IT ARY MEANS I '~ 

THIS IS CERTAINLY A VERY REASSURING POLICY, COMING FROM IMPORTANT DE-
I . fv'OCRA TS I 

Bur~ WE MUST t\OT FORGET THAT . IT WAS .A: DEMXRATIC ArMINISTRATION' ~ICH . . . .. . ' 

ALLOWED THE .SANDINISTAS TO COME TO pa,..rER AND TODAY, A REPUBLICAN Ailv11N-

ISTRATION IS lt'NOLVED IN THE MININO OF N.ICARAGUAN PORTS. IN THE FIRST 

CASE, A POLICY ACTION WAS FOLLOW~ WHICH DID NOT .ANTICIPATE FUW.RE E-
. ' . . 

VENTS, JN THE SECOND CASE, AN ACTION WAS SUPPORTED ~ICH VIOLATES IN-
It t t It 

I . 
L.·-····· ··---··------------------------------J -
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TERNA TI ONAL LAW. 
. . . . 

RECENTLY, PMi:RICAN POLICY TOWARDS CENTRAL JlMERICA HAS BEEN RE-E><At-t-

INED .FROM A BIPARTISAN POINT OF VIEW. WE BELIEVE lHAT FOREIGN POLICY 

SHOULD NOT BE A PARTISAN ISSUE; IT SHqULD NOT EVEN BE A BIPARTISAN IS

SUE. WHAT IT SHOULD BE IS A NON-PARTISAN ISSUE. 
. . . .. . . . 

HoWEVER, AS WE MENTIONED JN THE BEGINNING, WES10ULD BE REALISTJC,AND 

Ir 1s NOT REAL1snc ro EXPEcr A NON-PARTISAN FOREIGN Pol.Icv·. THE uis., 
BECAUSE OF INTERNAL POLI.TICS, EXPERIENCES CONSTANT OPPOSITION BE~EEN 

. . . .. . . 

BOTii PARTIES , THESE PARTY DISAGREEMENTS . PRODUCE A FOREIGN POLICY WHICH 

Hl\S BEEN INCONSISTENT. 
. ·. . . . . 

IN SPITE OF TiiESE PARTY DIFFERENCES, WE MUST HOPE THAT TiiE U.S. WILL . . 
. . . . 

FORMULATE A LATIN MRICAN POLICY OF SHORT, MEDIUM AND LONG TE~ SUP-

PORTED BY BOTii PARTIES·, IT I.S IMPERATIVE AND URGENT TO 00 SO • .IT IS 

NECESSARY FOR THE f.IMERICAN PEOPLE TO KNOW TiiAT SUCH A POLICY IS CLEARLY 

DEFINED. Ir 1s NECESSARY FOR ~E PEOPLE oF· LATIN AMERICA To KNOW THAT 

1iIS POLICY IS CLEARLY DEFINED, AND IT ·IS NECESSARY FOR 11-lE SoVIET LEAir . 

ERSH Ip TO KNOtJ THAT nus POLI CY Is CLEARLY DEF I NED. 

WITH NO INTENTION OF BEING ALARMISTS, WE MUST STATE OUR FEELI~ THAT 

THE SECURITY OF TiiIS HEMISPHERE IS AT STAKE, AND THE SECURITY QF ./\LL OF 

US ~HO LIVE IN IT, 

IT IS NECESSARY TO ACT SWIFTY AND FIRM~Y IN ORD~R TO ADEQUATELY SOLVE 

THE CENTRAL ~ERICAN CRISIS, AND rTO STOP FINALLY .AND COMPLETELY TiiE So
VIET PJJVANCE IN OUR HEMISPHERE. . . i 

I t I f ~ 

Ap.111 :1d11 l'u)t:il 507. Tclcfono: 67643 
Cablt>: fEOECO 

Telex : 6137 Rep GRK 
l ;tt,1ll'm.1L1, G11,1lrnl.ll.1, C. A. 

J 



FEDERACION DE c·OMUNIOADES JUDIAS DE CE.NTROAMERICA 
Y PANAMA 

LET US REMEMBER WHEN ONE SPOKE OF 11-IE SoVIET MENACE; LET US REMEMBER 
. .. 

M-!EN ONE SPOKE OF THE SoVIET-Cl.IBAN MENACE, . TODAY; WE HAvE TO SPEAK -OF 

THE Sov1ET-CUBAN-N1cAAAGUAN MENACE.· r1.JsT WE ONE DAY SPEAK OF THE Sov1-

ET-CUBAN-NICARAGUAN-SALVAIXiRAN-GUAT~LAN-CosTARICAN-PANAMANEAN MENACE? 

\ih-io 00 YOU THINK YiOULD BE NEXT? 
. . . . 

IT IS TRUE AS CLEARLY STATED EARLIER, THAT 11-IERE IS I~U?TICE AND 

OTHER Il~EQUITIES IN OUR AREA, AND THE U.S. MUST coNTRIBUTE, .IN ORDER TO 

PROTECT ITS OWN INTERES~S, TO THE SOLUTION OF THESE PROBLEMS, MID MUST 

r-or FALL lNTO THE Sov1ET TRAP. 

l N CONCLUSION: 
. . . . 

1- lT IS NOT. TRUE THAT THIS REVOLUTION · IS A CONSEQUENCE OF f>OVERTY, 

. POVERTY lHA T WE JEWS BEU EVE MUST BE ABOLISHED, 

2- lT IS NOT TRUE THAT THIS REVOLUTION IS A CONSEQUENCE OF TH~ LACK 

OF OPPORTUNITY, OPPORTUNITY WE JEWS BELIEVE SHOULD .BE AVAILABLE 

TO ALL, 

3- IT IS NOT TRUE THAT THIS REVOLUTION IS A CONSEQUENCE OF A ~CK OF 

JUST! CE'· JUSTICE THAT WE JEWS BELi EVE SHOULD ALWAYS EX I ST, 

4- IT IS NOT TRUE THAT DOOCRATIC ELEqnoNs ARE A SOLUTION TQ TI-IE 
. ' . 

PROBLEM. ELECTIONS we JE\.Js ~ SUPPORT·. : : 

THE CRISIS IS GENERATED BY 11-IE STRATEGY OF ONE OF THE lWO SUPER-POW-. . ; : ' . ; .. 

ERS, WHICH HAS A REPRESENTATivk'_ IN: THE CARIBBEAN QUITE CLOSE TO CENTRAL 

MR I CA I WE ARE IN 11-IE MIDDLE OF. A BA TILE BETWEEN 11-IE SUPER-POWERS, 
~ . . . 

EACH TRYING TO ASSERT ITS HEGEMONY TO RETAIN, OR OBTAIN, STRATEGIC POSI . ' . . . . -; 

t I I t I 

·! ... ..... ________________ -,--_________________ ~ 
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TIONS IN lHE AREA I 

ToDAY, WiILE WE ARE HERE IN NEW YoRK,· lHE PEOPLE OF EL SALVAOOR ARE 
CASTING lHEIR VOTES .IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHO SHALL BE lHEIR NEXT f'RE-

. . . 

SIDENT, GREAT SEGMENTS OF lHE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND ITS GOVERNMENT HAVE 
. . . 

OPENLY SUPPORTED ONE OF ThE CONTESTANTS. THEY HAVE ALSO OPENLY OPP.OSED 
.. . . . . 

THE OlliER ONE, THE CRUCIAL .QUESTION IS: WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF 11-IE CON-
.. . . 

TESTANT NOT SUPPORTED BY THE U.S. SHOUU> WIN? WILL fiMERICAN DEMOCRACY 

OPERATE? WI LL lHE WISHES OF.THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR .AS EXPRESSED AT 
" . . . . . 

lHE POLLS BE RESPECTED AND SUPPORTED? ~, WILL lHE PEOPLE OF. EL SALVA;_ . . . - . 

OOR BE CHASTISED, BY CUTT.ING OFF ALL AS$ISTANCE~ BECAUSE lHEY CHOSE A. 

GOVERNMENT TI-IAT IS NOT WHAT lHE U.S. wANTED? 
. . 

~T 00 YOU BELIEVE 11-IE SoVIET UNION V..OUU> PREFER? TH~ SAME AS YOU 
. . . 

00 OR lHE OPPOSITE? THINK ABOUT 11-IIS QUESTION WHEN YOU HEAR OF THE RE-

lURNS FROM lHIS ELECTION, WE 00 NOT KNOW THE OUTCOME OF THIS ~L~CTION; 

NEITHER DO WE DARE t1'\KE A PREDICTION. 

1 WOULD NO\~ LIKE TO SAY SOMETHING OF. 11-IE IMPACT OF m.IS CRISIS ON TilE . 

JEWISH COM'1UNITIES OF THE ISTHMUS, 

IN THE FIRST PlACE, lHERE ·1s .f'K) PROBLEM WITH THE JEWISH cot1"'1UN11Y ·oF . . . . i . . 

NICARAGUA. THIS COM'1UNI1Y DOES NOT .EXIST Am tvVJRE. HO\-JEVER, Ti;E. RE-
I . • . 

Ml\INING COf'1'-1UNITIES WOULD SUFFER A TREMENDOUS IMflACT; SHOULD ANYONE OF 

TI-IE COUNTRIES FALL. THE EFFECT ON .THE REMA.INING COUNTRIES wou~ BE 

INSTANTANE;OUS, AND THE JEWISH CQM\1UNITIES WOUl;l BE lHE FIRST TO FEEL ITS 

CONSEQUENCES, THESE CCtlMUNITIEsl BECAUSE OF THE FACT 1HAT THEY ARE J~ 
• . I . • . 

I I t I I 

L ________ .. __ 
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ISH, WOULD BE SUBJECTED TO If>AMEDIATE REPRESSION SIMPLY BECAUSE THE PLO 

WOULD GAIN SUBSTANTIAL INFLUENCE. 

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COt-"MUNITIES WOULD 

f'/AKE lllEM TARGETS, IF NOT AS JEWS, CERTAINLY AS INDIVIDUALS. THE Cavt-
. . . 

MUNITIES WOULD UNOOUBTEDLY DISAPPEAR. THIS IS A HISTORICAL FACT, 

. THE JEWS OF CENTRAL .AMERICA ARE NOT GREAT l..ANlX)WNERS; THEY ARE NEITHER 
. . 

Nv4DNG lHE WEALTHIEST F.AMILIES IN THEIR COUNTRIES, AND THEY 00 NOT HAVE 
. . . . 

GREAT POLITICAL INFLUENCE IN THE AAEA, THERE AAE, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, NJ 

JEWS IN lliE MILITARY STRUCTURES OF CENTRAL ftMER1'c:A I 

THE PATIERN OF. THE JEWISH CO~UNITIES OF CENTRAL flMERICA IS QUITE SIM 

ILAR To TI-lAT OF THE MRI CAN JEWISH cof.-MuN11Y, FrnsT GENERATION It'MI-

GRANTS DEDJcATED MA.INLY TO TRADE AND $t-1ALL INDUSTRY. TH~ SECOND GENER

ATION IS CONSTITUTED OF A LARGE NUMBER OF PROFESSIONALS AND .PROGRESSIVE 

ENTEPRENEURS, 

BECAUSE OF OUR SOCIAL STATUS, THE JEWISH C~NITIES WOULD BE THE 

FIRST TO FEEL THE IMPACT, THE ENTEPRENEUR WOULD HAVE TO ASSUME A DE-

FENSIVE POSITION, AND THE PROFESSIONALS WOULD LOOSE THEIR INDEPEf'.l[)ANcE 

OF ACTION, THE ATl''OSPHERE OF LIBERTY THAT BROUGHT OUR ANCESTORS TO . . . 

TI-lESE COUNTRIES IS DISAPPEARING, AND TH~S ALONE GIVES US GREAT FpoD FOR 

THOUGHT, 

WE \\OULD SUFFER DETERIORATION IN OUR ECONOMY, OUR SECURl1Y AND SOCIAk. . . . . : . 

LY. · 
: . 

WE AS JEWS WOULD. IN ADDITION SUFFER FROM POLITICAL VIOLEt-r:E ANP P~IN 

Ap;1r1.!<ltl 1';1~1.il 502 
l) u.1h·m;1l;1, G11.1tm1.1la, C. A. 
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. . . . . . . . 

"HOODLLMISM", THIS HAS ALREADY AFFECTED US, PERCENTAGE WISE, MUCH M)RE 

1HAN TI-IE REST OF TI-IE POPULATION, 

. WE BELIEVE lHAT IT IS VITAL FOR TI-IESE COM'-tUNITIES TO SURVIVE. REMEM-
BER THAT EACH ONE OF TI-IESE COUNlRIES REPRESENTS ONE VOTE IN THE INTER

NATIONAL FORUMS, AtID TO DATE TI-IEY HAVE · OVERWHEIJ~I ·NSLY . SUPPORTED ISRAEL. 
. . . . . . . . 

WITI-IOUT A JEWISH COI'IMUNITY IN TI-IESE COUNlRIES, WE IX> OOT KNCM HOW THESE 

VOTES WOULD BE .CAST IN TI-IE FUTURE, 
. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . 

IT IS A PROVEN FACT TI-IAT Jews CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TOWARDS TI-IE WELL-BE-

ING OF TI-IE COUNTRY 1.N ~IC.H ·THEY L.IVE. THERE AAE ~ ExAMPL.Es, You 
. . 

HERE IN THE LJ, S, HAVE GREATLY CONTRIBUTED IN THIS DIRECTION IN A 

PRA I SEWORTI-IY MANNER.. ON TI-IE OTHER HAND I . COUNTRIES THAT LOSE. lHE IR JEW-
. . . 

ISH POPULATION, REGRET IT, SPAIN, AFTER 500 YEARS HAS f'.iJT RECUPERATED 

COMPLETELY FROM TI-IE EXPULSION OF HER. JEWS IN .1492. 
. . 

WE MUST RECOGNIZE REALISTICALLY THE ORIGINS OF THE CENiRAL ~RI~N 

cR1sis. .WE MUST ALso RECOGNIZE THE DA~GERs To TI-IE sEcuRilY o~ THE lf.s. 
IN THE CONTINUANCE OF TI-IIS CRISIS, . i 

I 
I 

• I . 

LET US TOUCH ON ONLY ONE OF TI-IE REAL! TANGIBLE AtID IM-ilNENT DANGERS: . · ·: : . : 

THE REFUGEES, ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL, WHI.CH WOUill SURELY LOOK TO THE U.S. . . . •: 

FOR NEW HOPE, ToDAY WE TALK oF. ·HUNDRED$'!. oi= 11-loUSANDs oF CENTRAL. IV1ERJ-
... ' : . . 

CAN"REFUGEES, A FEW OF THESE HAVE ALREADY COME TO THE U.S. THE QUES-. . . : : . ~ . . . 

TION 1s: ARE vou PREPARED To ABsoRB THE MILLIONS OF LATIN .AMERICAN ~EE 
. . • ; : . j 

LGEES lHAT WOUill COME WALKING TO .THE U.S.? No BOATS ARE ~EEDED FOR 
• I . 

I 

THIS TRIP. ONLY SHOES, AND IN LIEU OF 11-18'1, BARE FEET ARE ENOUGH , . 

I I I I t I 

·-·-- ···----· 
Ap.:1 P< ~: ~ l\,st .11 50:.! 
(;11.: tt•111:1i..;, G11,ltcmal~1 , C. A. 

Tclt~fono: G76-H 
C.thlc: H DECQ 

Telex ; -6137 Rep GRK 
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FEDERACION DE COMUNIDADES JUDIAS DE CENTROAMERICA 
Y PANAMA 

THERE HAVE BEEN VERY SERIOUS ESTit-1ATES AS TO lliE NUMBER OF REFUGEES 

™T WOULD FLOW, ITS FIGURE HAS BEEN SET AT .25 MILLION. Ih YOU .NOT 

CONSIDER THIS As 'A GREAT THREAT, EVEN IF ONLY FROM A DB'1JGRAPHIC POINT 

OF VIEW? 

IT IS IMPEAATIVE TO FORESEE THIS, AND THE DIFFERENr' WAYS TO SOLVE THE 
. . . . . 

PROBLEf15, THERE ARE PEOPLE, IGNOAANT OF THE WAY OF THINKING OF THE . . 
. . . . . 

J'V.1ERICAN PEOPLE, WHO SUGGEST lHAT A GREAT WALL SHOULD BE BUILT ALONG 
. . 

THE SOUTHERN BORDER; TECHNOLOGY FOR SUCH AN ENTERPRISE IS AVAILABLE. 
' . 

WE KNOW WHO 1-LA.S THE BEST TECHNOLOOY·.· THIS COULD BE A SOLUTION, OF . ' 

COURSE. Ha.>JEYER, THOSE ~O THINK ALONG THESE LINES, FORGET THAT THE 

U.S. HAS ALWAYS GIVEN REFUGE TO THE PERSECUTED, .ANlllHt\T TI-IE.WALL SOLU

TI oN hOULD NEVER BE APPROVED BY THE AMER 1 CAN PEOPLE, A :5EmR soLUT I ON 

hOULD BE TO EXAMINE TI·lIS PROBLEM OBJECTIVELY, . LEAVIN3 THE INTER~L POL.I. 

TWAL RIVALRIES ASIDE, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A LONG TERM CONSISTENT FOR 

EIGN POLICY I 

FEDECO SUGGESTS TO THE Ar--1ERlCAN JEWISH CoM"'tITIEE THAT AN AD-HOC COM- . 

MISSION BE FORMED TO KEEP IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH US, SO AS TO B~ COM-

PLETELY INFORMED AS to WHAT IS GOING qN iN OUR AREA. HAvING ·THlS 

CREDIBLE INFORMATION AVAILABLE -ro· you cAN: GREATLY CONTRIBUTE ro THE 

SOWT ION OF OUR PRESS I NG PROBLE:MS , . 

... 
• ' 

HOWEVER MUCH SOME OF TI-IE IDEAS AND OPI~IONS WE HAVE EXPR~SSEP ~~E 
. . 

~\l\Y COINCIDE WITH POSITIONS TAKEN IN THE U.S., I MUST EMPHASI~ AND 
- i . . ~ ·.' . 

I NS I ST THAT YOU RECOGNIZE 11-IA T WE ARE NOT THE AG.ENTS· OF ANY PARTY OR 
I I I I I I 

l-~-----~-~~~·~~-~ 
Apn.ulo ro:.t.11 S02 T<'lcfono: 67GH 

CJblc: FEDECO 
· T<'l('x: 6137 lfrp GRK· 
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FEDERACION DE COMUNIDA DES JUDIAS·DE CE.NTROAMERICA 
Y PANAMA 

HoJA N2 12 

GROUP, THESE ARE TiiE OPINIONS AND CONCWSIONS OF JEWS WHO LIVE IN 

CENTRAL flMERICA. 

As JEWS, WE ARE. ASl<ING THE SUPPORT OF JEWS TO HELP TO SOLVE TiiE CRI

SIS, lb THIS IN THE GREAT TRADITION OF TI-IOSE VALUES lliAT "'4AKES JUDAISM 
. . 

ETERNAL l'W"lEL Y ITS E1HI CS AND ITS t'ORALS , kl A RESULT YOU WI LL ALSO 

BE GUARANTEEING THE SECURilY OF TI-IE ~RICAN PEOPLE, 

A;1;11·t.1du P(1 ~t.tl .5fi2 
bt1.tl<' rn.H,i, (. ;u,11cm.1IJ , C. A. 

Tc·l~fomi: 6"/6-t3 
C.thk: FF.DECO 

Tdn ;: 6137- Rl·p G P.K · 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

elate 

to 

from 

subiect 

April 19, 1984 

Andrew Baker 

William Gralniqk 

Inte~national Associates 

cc: G. DuBow 
M. Tanenbaum 
s. Naturinan 

O~~ chapt~r ~s ·interested i~ setting up a .·net 
in which to catch the .schools of° Jewfsh Central and 
South Americans zipplng around here. 

Please fill me in on how your associates group 
works: 

1) . How it was started 

2) What it does 

3) Campaign ~n-put, if any 

4) Pit-falls, if any 

Good Yontiff. See you soon. 

WAG:CJS 

I 
I 
I 
O· .. 
I -

· ~ 

IL 
c ». 
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REFLEXION DE UN 
ENCUENTRO 

La adversidad 110 abatio a Israel como a otras 11aciones. El 
pueblo de Israel "se crecio" ante la adversidad. Alcanzo la es ta· 
tura y fortaleza s"ficiente, no solo para sobrevivir, sino para lta
cerlo COl'I la dig11idad que exige SU propia e tic a. 

No debemos confundirnos y creer que esa fortaleza y esta
tura devienen de la adversidad. Esa adversidad es w1 elemento 
extemo que obligo a Israel "al milagro de St4 supervive11cia", 
pero Ia substancia que permitio crccer en proporciones milagro
sas para sobrevivir a las tenibles mutilaciones de que Jue objc
to, es "" eleme11to intemo. 

Ese elemento intemo en sus diversos grados de observacUm, 
es la religion de Isr~l. La religion de Israel, es la vasija que con· 
tiene y mezcla dentro de ella en las proporciones exactas: la es
piritualidad, la moral y la etica judia. 

La observancia de esta religion, cquivale al acto de frotar la 
lampara maravillosa del cuento de J1adas, que lzace surgir al "f!.C· 
nio"; en este caso al Genio de Israel, capaz del milagro que sc c•s
pera de el. 

Lo anterior es 11alido para el Pueblo de Israel en Guatemala, 
en toda la Diaspora judia yen el Estado de Israel. 

CONTENIDO: 
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Ministro Perdomo 

DISCURSO PRONUNCIADO POR EL 
EXMO. SR. MINISTRO DE AGRl
CUL TURA ING. AGAONOMO RO
DOLFO PERDOMO 

Guatemala es la cabeza del inmen
so puente natural que une a las dos 
Americas; su territorio de un poco 
mas de 100 mil ki16metros cuadrados 

esta enclavado en las oceanos Atlan
tioo y Pac(fico y entre Mexico, par 
una parte y El Salvador y Honduras 
por la otra; su territorio se extiende 
desde las planicies de la costs hasta las 
cimas de la Sierra Madre, con alturas 
de 4 mil metros; su enorme variedad 
de climas hace que Guatemala pro
duzca practicamente todos los frutos 
de la tierra. 

Guatemala surgi6 como Naci6n 
independiente en 1821 y ha atravesa
do a lo largo de su vida independiente 
muchas viscicitudes desde hechos de la 
naturaleza hasta acciones de los hom
bres; precisamente en estos d(as esta 
saliendo con grandes esfuerzos y sa
crificios de una tucha civil que le ha 
golpeado grandemente en sus hijos. 

Pero estorcamente Guatemala sur
ge de las ruinas y toma como ejemplo 
al her6ico pueblo de Israel que desde 
los inicios de la Historia ha sufrido 
persecuci6n, muerte y desolaci6n en 
un holocausto que no tiene parang6n. 

Guatemala e Israel se han henna
nado desde. que naci6 el Estado Ju
d ro y ha recibido de ~te generosa 
ayuda de toda rndole, siendo la m6s 
apreciada el entrenamiento de nues
tros j6venes y hombres en las disci
plines agrrcolas. 

El Ministerio de Agricultura, ha 
formulado una pol ftica tendiente a 
que la producci6n agropecuaria del 
pafs signifique, no s61o una solu
ci6n a la escasez de trabajo en el cam
po, sino tambien incremento en las 
divisas y autosuficiencia en produc-

cos de consumo, que promuevan el 
desarrollo socio-econ6mico del pa(s 
y mejoren las condiciones de vida de 
las clases mas necesitadas. 

Dentro de ese parametro, la po
Htica para el ejercicio del ai'io 1984 
puede sintetizarse en los siguientes 
puntos:· 

1. Mayor participaci6n del Sector 
Privado. 

2. Mayor producci6n agroexpor
table. 

·3. Manejo apropiado y racional 
de los recursos naturales renovables. 

4. Servicios de apoyo a la pro
ducci6n directs a pequMos Y me
dianos agricultores. 

Estas proyecciones, fuera de la 
reactivaciOn econ6mica del Sector Pri
vado Agropecuario y de la poblaci6n 
en general, requiere del Ministerio de 
AgriQJltura, contar con un presupues
to de 0.145,000.000.00, que redun
dara en beneficio directo de 125,000 
familias. 

Tomando como ejemplo la lucha 
tenaz del pueblo judfo, no solo para 
lograr la anhelada independencia, sino 
tambien la reactivaci6n econ6mica de 
Israel, poniendolos hoy en dra eritre 
los primeros productores del mundo 
por unidad de superficie. Es con es
tos ejemplos acompai'iados de potr
ticas gubemamentales adecuadas y con 
la voluntad del pueblo, como se logra 
la superaci6n social, politica y eco
n6mica. 

Shalom 

Lie. Mario Permuth, Ministro Perdomo, Sr. Pinkus Rubinstein, Sr. Ernesto Freund, Sr. Edwin Shlpiro. 
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INFORME DEL PRESIDENTE DE FEDECO SEfiJOR PIN KUS RUBINSTEIN 

El viernes 27, las actividades, se dieron inicio, con el informe del Presidente de FEDECO Senor Pinkus Rubinstein, quien 
hizo referenda a las multiples actividades que FEDECO llev6 a cabo durante su administraci6n. 

El Sr. Pinkus Rubinstein, lee ., lnfor
me. 

PRIMERA PLENARIA: 

Una vista del p6blico. 

La Primera Plenaria, consisti6 en el planteamiento de las Comunidades sabre el impacto de los cambios acaecidos en el 
area, en la cual la situaci6n actual de Guatemala, fue presentada por el lngeniero Federico Licht, por El Salvador. habl6 el 
Presidente de la Comunidad Jud(a de El Salvador, Sr. Ernesto Freund; la situaci6n de Costa Rica fue expuesta por el Presi
dente de su Comunidad Sei'lor Luis L1oerman; y por Panama habl6 el arquitecto Ricardo Holzer, Director de la Liga Anti
Difamasi6n de la B'nai B'rith d'e Panama. 

De la Comunidad Judla de Honduras la situaci6n fue presentada por su Presidente. Sei'lor Helmut Seidel y por Nicara
gua, habl6 el Rabino Morton Rosenthal, Director de la Liga Anti-difamasi6n de la B'nai B'rith, N. Y. 

Arq. Ricairdo Holzer (Panam6), Ing. Federico Licht (Guate.), Sr. Ernesto Freund (El Salvador), lie. 
Mario Permuth (Guate.>, Rabino Morton Rosenthal, Sr. Helmuth Seidel (Honduras). Sr. Luis Liber-
man (Costa Rica). · 
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El Ing. Federico Licht, upone la 1ituac:i6n de la Comunldad 
Judie de Guatemala. 

El Arq. Ricardo Holzer, habla IObre la sltuac:ibn de la Comuni· 
dad Judie de PaneiN. 

El Sr. Er,..o ff9111111, hebla 9ClbN la lituac:i6n de la Comunidad Judie 
deEISal-SCW. 

EJCPOM le lituacl6n de la Comunidad 
Morton R-that. 

Por COIUI Rica, eJCpone el Sr. Luis Liberman. 
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SHOW DE MODAS: 

Al finalizar la Primera Plenaria, fue presentada la exhibici6n de Ropa Modema con telas tipicas, Xibalba 84, de la Sra. 
Julie de Burak, disenados por el Senor Sergio Bocaletti. Las gradas del Lobby del Hotel, sirvieron de marco, para que bellas 
modelos exhibieran preciosos trajes. a los delegados de la Convenci6n. 

Entre las bellas senoritas que modelaron, estuvieron presentes Sof ia Feterman y Luba Fialko. 
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GRUPO DE TRABAJO: 

Simultaneemente, al almuerzo posterior al Show de Modas, se form6 un grupo de trabajo, que analiz6 los temas "Educa
ci6n Judfa para nii'los y adultos" y "Necesidad y tipos de gufas comunitarios y profesionales". En esta actividad actuo como 
moderador del grupo de trabajo el Senor Moi~ Mizrachi, Presidente del Distrito 23 de la B'nai B'rith y como Oradores, el 
Senor Jacobo Milgran de Costa Rica, el Senor Adolfo Cukier de Guatemala y el Dr. Benjamin Torun, Coordinador del Comite 
de Educaci6n de la Comunidad Judfa de Guatemala. 

U111 vista del grupo. 

SEGUNDA PLENARIA: 

El Sr. AdoUo Cukier, se dirige a los 
presentes. 

La Segunda Plenaria vers6 sobre el tema "Experiencias de las Comunldades del Area Latinoamericana con el Antisemi
tismo". El principal orador en esta plenaria fue el Sei'lor Manuel Tenenbaum, secretario del Congreso Judio Latinoamerica-
no. 

Tomaron la palabra tambien, los sei'lores Robena Stein, Vice-Presidente de la Comunidad Judfa de Guatemala, el Senor 
Edwin Shapiro, Presidente del Hebrew lnmigrant AID, de Nueva York, y el Senor Ruben Merenfeld, Presidente de la Confe
deraci6n de Asociaciones lsraelitas de Venezuela. 

Durante la setunda plenaria, vemos al Sr. Edwin Shapiro, ln1- Roberto Stein, Sr. Manuel Tenenbaum, y II Sr. Rubin 
Merenfeld. 

PAGINA-9 



Durante la segunda plenaria, el Prof. 
Manuel Tenenbaum, exponiendo su te-

El Sr. Edwin $hipiro, • dirifl a loe 
p..-rta 

E. Sr. fhlb6n Merenfeld, expresa su .......... 

Vista de los eslstentes. 

CASABLANCA 
7a. Ave. 8-31, Zona 1 

10-PAGINA 

Vista del p6blico. 

1- -

··:f "D 0 REL"): .. 

··tjf Comercial Real America I~·· 

Av. las Am~ricas 7-20, Zona 13, local 16 
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~-· 

Un pedacito 
de Francia 
en 

~ Guatemala. 

£u l11oltalft06 a probar 1ucutra gra11 oarietlad 

de erapu 6alada6 1' dulcu, qu• "°" "" 
-'UMO de MlborU •.• 

c:A'"fHe,.te agradable para Meet' '""1' upecialu 
""" allftuerz.06, refaccio1uw 1' cena6, o ec.talquler 
otro '"o'"e1tto def dta. 

' 
c:Ahierto tod06 106 dCa6 de la6 10 a. "'· a la6 11 
p. "'· 1' M6ta lftedla r1odte 106 Jinu de H#tafta. 

Plaza Gala, Av. Las Americas y ll Calle, 1.ona 13 .. Tel.: 316989. 
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Las activrdades del dfa 5'bado 28, se iniciaron con los servicios de Shabar y Kidush. Posteriormente a ellos, 98 llev6 a cabo 
la Cuarta Plenaria de la Convenci6n. 

CUAATA PLENARIA: 

La Cuarta Plenaria de la Convenci6n de FEOECO, consisti6 en un aNlisis de los problemas que amenazan la supervivencia 
de las Comunidades. 

Los oradores en esta Plenaria, fueron: por Guatemala, el Doctor Ben jam fn T orun, Coordinador del Comitl) de .Educaci6n, 
el Licenciado Isaac Selechnik, Vice-Presidente def Centro Hebreo, y el lngeniero Federico Licht, Coordinador def Comit' de 
Aelaciones Publicas de la Comunidad, quien fue el moderador en esta plenaria. 

Por El Salvador, habl6 el Sr. Ernesto Freund, Presidente de la Comunidad Juc:tra de El Salvador; por Honduras. el Saftor 
Marcos Fiszman, Presidente de la Comunidad Judfa de San Pedro Sula; por COl1a Rica, tom6 la palabra el Senor Jacobo Milgram 
y por Panama el Senor Moi• Mizrachi, Presidente del Oistrito Z3 de la B'nai B'rith. 

Dr. Benjamin Torun (Gu.ta.I 

Sr . .Mcobo Mil9f81'1'1 (Cosu Ri
ca) 
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ALMUEAZO TAIBUNA: 

Durante el almuerzo, clel ~bado 28 tom6 la palabra dona Rosita Luchtan, Presidente de la Wizo Guatemala Group. Ouien 
present6 e la Senora Amalia de Pollak, Presidenta de la Wizo de Argentina. La distinguida Senora de Pollak, se dirigi6 a los pre
sentes con un enjundioso discurso. 

QUINTA PLENAAIA: 

La Quinta Plenaria de la Convenci6n de FEDECO, vers6 sobre el tema "Aelaciones de las Comunidades de FEDECO con 
Israel y con Organizaciones Judias lnternacionales". Y su orador principal fue el Seil« Den Berel, representante para Centro 
Af'Mrica de la Organizaci6n Sionista Mundial. 

Como Moderador de dicha Plenaria fungi6 el Sei\or Manuel Yshl. 
Tomaron la pelabra en esa ocasi6n, el Excelentfsimo Sr. Eu~ de 1...a. acr.ditado en Guatemala, Ing. MosM Dayan; 

el Sr. Karl Zukerman, Vice-Presidente del HIAS, asr como el lnvitldD de Honor. 5'i'iOr' Hinnen Olami, Encargado de Asuntos de 
Centro Af'Mrica y del Caribe, en Israel. 

La audiencia fue emocionada por las pelabnls de estos oradora 

{ 

Sr. Kart Zukennan, Sr. Dan Barel , Ing. Moshe 
Dayan, Sr. Hannan Olami. 

El Sr. Oen B..t, .,,,... ., di-=uno. 
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ELECCION DEL NUEVO EJECUTIVO DE FEDECO 

Al finalizar la Quinta Plenaria. se llev6 a cabo la elecci6n del Presidente y Vice-Presidente de FEDECO para el perlodo 
84-86. Ouedando electo el Senor Marcel Ruff como Presidente y el lngeniero Moises Sabbaj como Vice-Presidente. 

Int. Roberto Stein; Sr. Plnkua Rubinstein, President• ullent• de ~•deoo ; Sr. Merc.l 
Ruff, nuewo pl'ftldente de ~EDIECO. 

ESPE CT ACULO CUL TUR AL FOLK LOR 1€:0: 

El Sr. Maroel Ruff, rellbe un ellruo de tell.iteclOn del 
Sr. Se111lo NUdell ....... 

Posteriormente a la elecci6n de los nuevos ejerutivos de FEDECO, se llev6 a cabo un espectaculo cultural folkl6rico guate
malteco, con el magnffico grupo de Zoel Valdez. 

Los asistentes se vieron complacidos con la exc:elente actuaci6n del mencionado grupo. 

Tel.: 67643 Una vtste del .. pectlculo. 
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BANQUETE CON EL DISCURSO DEL INVITADO DE HONOR 

El invitado de honor, de la XI Convenci6n de Comunidades Judfas de Centre. A.merica y Panama, Senor Hannan Olami, 
quien es el encargado de Asuntos de Centro America y del Caribe eo Israel, dirigi6 a la concurrencia un interesante discurso. 

UN YllUI • •os ulst9ftta. la C....-Ma. 

PLENAAIA DE CLAUSURA : 

La solemne Plenaria de Clausura. dio inicio con las palabras d8I Excelentfsimo ~r Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Licenciado Fernando Andrade D faz Duran, cuyo discurso est;§ transcrito por aPl!lrte. A contlnuaci6n se escucharon las pala
bras del Presidente electo de FEDECO, Sei'lor Marcel Ruff, asf como las palabras del invitado de honor Senor Hannan Olami. 

Por ultimo se escucharon las notas de los Himnos de Centro America. Panama e Israel. 

El ex,,,o. Sr. Minillro • Rehcioo• Exte
rior9s, Lie. F__. ~ • ._. 
aolemnem..ui la Colw•ICi6ft. 

Sr. Hannan Olami: Sr. Marcel Ruff: Canciller Andrade; Ing. Moshe 
Dayan: Uc. Mario Pennuth ; Sr. Moises Mizrachi ; Sr. Helmuth Seidel. 
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MOMENTOS EN FEDECO 

I ' •• 

Sr. Kart Zukerm1n, Sr. Kclwtn Sll1plro, Lio. Mirto "9rmutll, Dr. Freel Weln1teln. 

Sr. otclrtch HHetrnan 

~raclos: Dnld Rubinstein, Ruth Slr1ce, Wlll11m Or1lnlok, Ariel Alltlef, ~. Torun, 
Lie. M. Permuth, Juclltll Alcahe. Sentadas: Retleca Jacob, Karen Selecllnlk, Ol1clys 

Sfl. R1quel Sii- y ROllta Luott
tan. 

EmllllJaclor Dnlcl Tu1'9eman 

RuWn Meninfelcl, Sr1. Meninfeld, Sri. Mlltnm, Jaoobo 
Mlltnm. 

Altalef. Ullan Altalef. ••••••••••••••••••-------.. 

Sf. Wiiiiam Gralnlck 
Embajador Jc>Mph 
Hassin 

Sandy Koenl,sber· ,., 

Cortesia: 

ALMACEN 
DBMB0 
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PERSONAS QUE HICIERON POSIBLE LA XI CONVENCION DE FEDECO PARA USTED 

A continuaci6n, les presentamos, las personas que de una manera u otra, colaboraron para que la XI Convenci6n de Co-: 
munidades Jud(as de Centro America y Panama, se lograra llevar a cabo, y alc:anzara el exito obtenido: 

Uc. Marlo 1'9rmuth, 
President• de la C.J.G. 
Responsable General de 
la convencl6n. Colabo
rador Comld Tranapor
te. 

Int. Roberto Stein, Vl
cepreslde11ta de la C.J. 
G., Coordlnador Gnl. 
Oel Comld •PMfflao 
de FEOECO. Coordlna
dor d., ComlN de Miio· 
n• plenarlaa 'I traba,lo. 
Colaborldor del -
tro de ceramonla. 

Int. Marlo Nathullua. 
V oc:al de la Directive de 
la C.J.Q. PNlldente del 
Comld Klpec lfloo de 
FKDECO. ColeboNClor 
del comld dll Tra
portes., 

1n1. John Turton. 'l/o
Clll de la Dlrectlva de la 
C.J.G . Allltanta Dlreo
to- dll PrftldellW del 
Comld lllpecfftOo de 
P'EDECO. Coordludor 
del comlt• de AUcUo 
'I Grabaa16.n. 

Sr. Jacobo Camlll, Vo
cal de la Directive de·1a 
C.J.G. Coordlnador de 
PUltlloldad de FEDE· 
co. COlallorador coml
u Audio 'I Grabacl6n. 

Int. Mack Traclltem· 
berg. Maestro de C•re
monla di FEOECO. 

Int. Sa61 MllhHn. 
Coordlnador comlt• de 
Senleloa Relltlosos. 
Colaborador Comlt• 
Audio 'I Grabacl6n. 

Arel. David Altalef. Pre
tldenta de la Socledad 
Matuen David. Vocal 
de 11 Directive de I• 
C.J .G. Colaborador Co
mlt• Senlcloa Relltlo-
101. 

Dr. ..nJamin Torun. 
Coordlnador Com It• 
Educ:acU>n C.J.G. Alls
tent• DI.rector Comlt• 
Organlzador Pl•n•rlaa. 

Sra. Ivonne de Mlshun. 
Teaorera de la C.J.G. 
Coordlnadora Comltf 
Ata..ios 'I Comldas y 
FlnanZ;U 

sr. Roberto Koengsber· 
ger. Vocal de la Dlrec· 
tin C.J.G. Coordlnador 
Comtt• Transportu. 
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Llcda . Bertha de Per· 
mu th. Coordlnadora 
Comlt• Recepcl6n y 
Turl1mo. 

Sra. Ro1lta de Alzens
tadt. Secretaria de la 
C.J .G. 

Ing. Federico Licht. 
Coordlnador Comlt4 
Relaclonu Publlcas C.J. 
G. Coord lnador de Fl· 
nanza1 FEDECO. Coor
dl11ado r Comlt' Aloi•· 
mien to. 

Sra. Bonnie de Kleiman. 
Colaboradora Com tt• 
Recepcl6n y Turl1mo. 



Sr. MolMI Bunk. Pre· 
lldent• Centro Hebno. 
Co~bondor Delfll• 
ModaS. 

Sn. Lld)'I J.J-r. Vocal 
dlrec:tlYI C.J.G. 

sra. Zolla de Belaar. 
Pr-cretlrl1 de 11 C.J. 
G. 

11111. MolHI Sabb ... Vt
cepresldente de Ll'E DE· 
co. 

sr. Arie! Altalef. Direc
tor Revl1ta M1bat, co
llllOndor coml" Fo
t09nf11 FEDECO. 

Sn. Jutte de Burak. 
Coordlnadora del dllfl. 
le di modal. 

Lio. V11ludl 5alllNlth. 
AsllUnte Director co-
1111t• A_. y G1'81N1-
ct6n. 

Sr. Mnrtcto Misha .. 
coordlMdor Co•ld' 
Juftlltad C.J.G . Colao' 
ltOt'ldor Co111tt• Servt
alol RlllllOIOI. ColabO
nclor c_,_. Aulllo ,. 
Gnb1ct6n. 

Sl'a. RaCI ... M. di Co
llen. Col9ol'lldora co
..... R-..oi6n '/ TU• 
rl1mo. 

Sra. Eva de Ruff. Vocal 
Dlrectlva C.J.G. COii· 
boradora Comtt• Re
cepcl6n y Turl1mo. 

Sra. Enma de YarhL 
Col1bor1dora Comtt• 
Recepol6n y T11rl1mo. 

Sr. Lazaro Bunk. Co
l1borador en 1rabaol6n 
Video. 

Sra. MloMI• de 
camht. ColalloadO· 
ra comtM fl-P. 
ol6n y Turtsmo. 

Srlta. Luorecl1 L6pu. 
Secretlrla Oflolna M. 
Permuth. 

'sra. Liiy d• Rojas y Srlta. Ver6nJca 
Miiier. Secretar~s de la Oflclna de 11 
C.J.G . Cot1borador11 en Comtt• de 
R .. lstro • lnscrlpct6n • 

.: .. +..:...: ..... : .. :..:.+++·:...:..: .... : .. : .. :..: .. : .. : .. , 

coml.. di Foto1raffa: Atl'U: Ra
fael Arrlap; Adolfo Yartll; Jaime 
Permuht, Coordlnador clel Comtt•; 
lpl Plrmuth y bllnlel Ruff. 

Adema de las personas anteriormente mencionadas, colaboraron: 
Sra. Raquel S. de Cohen; Sra. Olga de Licht; Sra. Betsy de Dallies; 
Lie. FranciSco Luna; Sra. Regina de Nigrin; Sra. Blanca de Mizrahi; 
Sra. Vered de Trachtemberg; Srita. Miriam Alcahe; Srita. Beatriz 
Alcahe; Sr. Sergio Boccalleti; Sra. Eva Sello de Van Beusekom; Sra. 
Beatris Sello de Boccaletti. 
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Dfgalo con 
arboles 

lQu6 nexo mejor puede haber entre Ud. v la tierra 
de Israel, que un arbol7 Cada 6rbol que Ud. regale 
es registrado en la Oficina Central en Jerusalem. 
Un 6rbol no es meramente algo bello que ha 1ido 
plantado en bolquecillos v en bosques. El retono 
sambrado representar6 vuastras rafces en la tierra. 
Al plantar un arbol se expresa algo que va mas alla 
de las palabras. Ud. esta identificandose con Israel 
v ayudando al desarrollo del pals. 
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Recientemente han viajado a Israel, dos nuevos becarios; el primero de ellos es el Doctor Milward Roland Van Tuylen 
Guerra, Catedratico de la Facultad de Ciencias Medicas de la Universidad de San Carlos. quien gozando de media beca aten
dera un Curso de Salud Publica que tendra una duracibn de un ai'lo. 

El Curso de Salud Publica se llevara a cabo en el Hospital Hadasa de la Universidad Hebrea de Jerusalen y sus participantes 
recibiran el titulo de Master en Salud Publica. Dio principio el 8 de enero del ai'lo en curso. 

CURSO D~ SERVICIOS DE SALUD EN LAS ZONAS RURALES. Este curso se desarrollara del 17 de enero al 16 de mar
zo del presente ano, patrocinado por la Division de Cooperacion Internacional del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y el Cen
tro de Estudios Cooperativos y laborales del Estado de Israel. 

Con media beca para este curso sali6 favorecido el Doctor Jorge Antonio Yax Chajchalac, quien presta sus servicios en la 
Direcci6n General de Servicios de Salud como Medico Jefe del area de salud del Departamento de Totonicapan. 

De izquierde • derec:he, Li-ledo Aolendo &.quiex, PNlidente de le AIOcleai6n -..iom, Dr. Mllwsd Aolend V8/fl Tuylen 
Guerre el Senor Embajador de 1...i Ing. Moth6 Day6n, el Dr . .IOl'fl AntDnio Y• ~ Y el Periodiltli Fl'MCixo ~
teneg,.; Sien•. Los ~icos _.....,. fueron delpecUdol en le Embliede de t...i oon rnodwo de• wieie • equel peis • eten· 
der CurlO de Selud P<.lbllal. 

TRIBUNA BIBLICA· 
En el salon social def Templo Maguen David. se llev6 a cabo el 15 de enero la primera Tribuna Bfblica de este ano. 
En esa ocasion, disert6 el Exmo. Sr. Embajador de Israel, Ing. Moshe Dayan. quien abord6 el interesante tema "La Idea 

de la Justicia en la Biblia". 

El Embaiador M. D.yin, se dirige a 
los asistentes. 

Sra. Barbara Rivar: una invitada: Sra. Zipora Dayan y Sra. Bina Polons
ky. 
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