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' September 19, 1985 

.His Excellency 
Dr. Fernando Berrocal 
Permanent .Representative of Costa Rica 

to the United Nations 
211 East 43rd Street 
Suite 903 
New York, NY· 10017 

Dear Dr. Berrocal: 

. OFFICE OF THE PRESIOENT 

We.were very pleased to learn from Sergio Nudelstejer and 
David Harris of your ]J\eeti.ng on September 13th, and especially 
delighted to subsequently hear of your acceptance· of the 
invitation to address a session on Central America .at our 
National Executive Council meeting in Miami, Florida. 

The National Executive Council, which meets annuc;illy, brings 
together hundreds ·of our leaders f,rom across the country to 
examine domestic and international issues of concern to the 
United States and American Jewry. In light of the widespread 
attention being paid to the Central .American region, and the 
challenging issues posed for those countries that seek the 
promotion of regional stability and democracy, an examination 
of developments in the area -- such as the Contadora Process, 
political · and economic trends, the position of the Jewish 
corrununity -- will be the focus of a major plenary session on 
Sunday, November- 10th at 10 a .. m. Ambassador Samudio of Panama 
has also been ·invited, together with Marcel Ruff of Guatemala, · 
President of the ·Federation of Jewish Conununities of Central 
America (FEDECO), and Sergio Nudelstejer of Mexico, the Director 
of our Central ~erican Office, whom you met last week . 

It would be our pleasure to have you arrive in Miami at your 
convenience and to be our guest at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, the 
site of the meeting. It would be a particular honor if you 
could join us for our gala dinner, to be held on Saturday evening, 
November 9th. Among the speakers at that session will be 
Dame Mita Barrow of Barbados, Convenor of the Non-Governmental 
Forum at the Nairobi Women's Conference, and Ambassador Alan Keyes, 
Assistant Secretary of St~te-designate for In~ernational Organiia­
tion~ at the Department of State. 
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His Excellency 
Dr. Fernando Berrocal 
September 19, 1985 
Page 2 

Please be kind enough to advise pavid Harris of your travel 
plans and any particular arrangements you would like us to 
make· in your behalf. · 

We look forward to welcoming you in Miami in November. · 

Leo Nevas, Chairman 
International Relations Commission 

Howard I. Friedman 
President 
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DOCUMENTO FINAL DEL PRIMER SEMINARIO INTE.RAM.ERICANO 
. SOBRE EDUCACION .Y DERECHOS HUMANOS 

L?s participantes del Primer Seminario Interamericano sobre 
Educacion y Derech~s Humanos reunido en San Jose del 8 al 12 de 
julio de 1985 y organizado por el lnstituto Interamericano de 
Derechos Humanos con los auspicios del Instituto_ Blaustein, despues 
de haber analizado ampliamente el temario · de este evento cuyo 
programa se adjunta al presente docurnerifo, ac6rdaron el siguiente 
informe final: 

La vigencia de · los derechos humanos constituye un principio 
fundamental propio del desarrollo de la civilizacion, . en 
consecuencia compete a .los indi vi duos y a los Gobiernos realizar 
esfuerzos · con el fin de alcanzar el referiqo objetivo. ~Ji' 

,· .~, ·~~ 
No obstaT)te su creciente reconocimiento, la practica, la: ·difusion y 
el conocimiento de los derechos hurnanos no han alcanzado s~ adecuada 
dimension. 

La liberacion del genera humane del oscurantismo, del prejuicio, de 
la ignorancia y ~l estado de necesidad1 hace imperi~sa la uigente 
divulgacion y practica de los derechos humanos. ~ 

Los diferentes tipos de derechos humanosr civiles, . politicbs, 
economi~os, sociales y culturales, asi come los denominados de la 
tercera generacion (derechos al desarrollo, a la paz, a disfrutar 
del patrimonio com\in de la humanidad y a un medic ambiente sano y 
ecologicamente equilibrado) se enuncian y se separan solo para fines 
de analisiSJ sin embargo, SU relacion es totalmente 
interdependiente, de tal manera que la satisfaccion de alguno de 
ellos requiere l~"de los demas, y qu~ la consolidacion de 
los derechos en ~a de las categorias r:epercute en el 

· progreso y validez de 'ios otros. Por ejemplo , en los d~rechos 
culturales, el derecho de la educacion no tiene futuro s1 los 
civiles, po~iticos, economicos y sociales no se practican del todo 0 

( 
se practic~n solo parcial~ente. 

En consecuencia, los Estados deben velar por el ejercicio real e 
integral de los derechos humanbs. · Iguaimente responsable es la 
comunidad internacional -en la cual, por razones historicas,. se ha · 
generado una relacion desiguai- de posibilitar' en todos los paises 
la plena vigencia de los derechos hum.anos, tratando por todos · los 
medics de bajar los indices d~ desigualqad mun~ial. 



· . ..... 

- 2 -

Por otro la do, no cabe duda de que la educacion resul ta. un medio 
idoneo para (ci;'adyuvar al logr~ del respeto y la observancia de lo~ 
de rec hos hum~. .:_.:::.J . . · 

La descripci6n de.l regi men constitucional y legal referente a ios 
derechos humanos, presentado por los delegados de los paises 
participantes en este Seminario, permi te, indudablernente, destac~'r, 

en primer termino, la extraordinaria coincidencia existente en el 
r~conocimiento, dentro del marco normative, de los derechos 
humai:ios. En segundo lugar, debe af irmarse tambien que tal marco 
juridico facilita la existencia de procesos· educativos tendientes a 
la incorporacion o fortalecimiento de la ensefianza de los derechos 
humanos. Esta coincide.ncia no ha de sorprender si se toma en cuenta 
que existe un sustrato historico-social comiin y que el desarrollo 
constitucional y legal posterior a 1948, se ve notablemente influido 
por · la Declaracion Universal de . Derechos Humanos. ·sin embargo'· es 
necesa.rio reconocer la existencia de diferencias surgidas de la 
particularidad propia de nuestros pueblos y que ha marcado formas 
distintas de encarar algunos problemas creandose por ello formas 
institucionales diferentes ei:i pr~cura de metas comunes. 

Los sistemas educatiVOS nacionalES . tienen, ab~olutarnente todos, 
fundamento constitucional en el qu_e se declara, . entre otros, el 
derecho .a la . educacion, con el correspondiente desarrollo legal e 
institucional. Es~e der~ho, inspirado jus~amente en la concepci6n 
del · hombre como sujeto de derechos que le son esenciales por su 
propia d.ignidad, se proclama de conformidad con los postula'dos de la · 
Declaracion Universal de Derechos Humanos1 ademas, en algunos casos, 
se trasciende el co~tenido minimo sefialado para dec+arar y reconocer 
un .de5arrollo mayor, como ocurre con la gratuidad de la ensefianza en 
todos los ni veles, ciclos y modalidades, y con la ampliacion de la 
obligatoriedad en el proceso educativo. 

S1n excepcion, los paises participantes ban ratificado los Convenios 
Regionales que reiteran y desarrollan los derechos humanos en 
materia de educacion, de tal suerte que principios tales como la 

· l.gualdad de oportun.idades, la proscripcion de todas las form.as de 
discriminacion, la ' libertad de ensefianza, el derecho preferente de 

. los padr~s a escoger el tipo de educacion de sus hijos, entre otros, 
cons ti tu yen,. pues ,·. sustrato comun del ordenarniento juridico escolar 
o educative. Esta circunstancia obliga a la difusion, prornocion y 
ensefianza de los de.rechos humanos · mediante el sistema educative .. 

Con fundamento en la ideologia de los derechos hurnanos y con · 
elementos comunes en la legislaci6n, reconocemos. que los paises 
americanos en· general, se preocupan, hoy de sistematizar su 
ensefianza J esfuerzos estos que .no se producen con igual intensida.d 
en todos nuestros paises . Sin embargo, de los informes presentados 
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en este Seminario, se desprende que se ha veniao trapajando en . 
c~atro areas de ~nteres comiln1 

1. Cambi9s curriculares por medic de los cuales se pretende incluir 
la ensefianza ·de los derechos hurnanos. 

2. Poli ticas tendientes a capacitar a los docentes de diferentes 
materias, e!f la ensefianza de . los derechos humanos. 

3. 

4. 

Actividades dirigidas a la produccion de ·material 
textos escolares, guias curriculares, publicaciones, 
de radio y television y otr.os. 

did.ictico, 
prog.ra~as 

En la educacion no formal: talleres, seminaries, conferencias y 
otras actividades ·tendientes a promover el conocl.miento y la 
qbservancia de esos derechos. 

Los puntos coincidentes arriba comentados, permitirian constituir 
una base comiln de objetivos y acciones en materia educ~tiva para que 
la meta de la ensefianza de los der.echos humanos y la educacion como 
derecho humano en si misma, alcance niveles homogeneos y de 
excelencia. 

Como contribucion que resulta de un analisis serio y sistematico, el 
Primer Seminario lnteramericano de · Educaci6n y Derechos Humanos 
presenta las siguientes conclusiones y recomendaciones. 

CONCLUSIONES 

l. El ordenamiento normativo, constitucional, l egal e 
institucional, permite y facilita la incorporacion de la 
ensefianza de los derechos humanos en los sistemas educati vos 
nacional.es. 

2. La procla:macion de los derechos hwnanos y su incorporacion al 
ordenamiento normative, implican la obligaci6n del poder pG.blico 
de realizar acciones tendientes a la difusi6n, promoci6n y 
ensefianza de los derechos humanos. 

3. ·La incorporacion de la ensefianza de los . de rec hos humanos a las 
acciones ~ducativas debe ser integral, entendiendose. que los 
derechos hwnanos son consustanciales a todas las actividades 
educativas .. 

4. La ensenanza de los derechos hwnanos trasciende el ambito de la 
educacion formal, de tal suerte que la educacion · debe ser 
pr:actica y erunarcada en ia v ida cotidi"ana rnisma. 
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enseiianza de . los 
y vivencial mas 

derechos humanos es 
que informativa o 

6. El derecho a la paz, de rec ho fundamental de l,os puebl'os, es 
requisite .basico para la practica Y. el desarrollo de todos y 
cada uno de los demas derechos humanos. 

RECOMENDACIONES 

I. En ei ambito curricular. 

1. Incorporar en formCi arnplia y sistematica la ensefianza de los 
derechos humanos en todos los prograrnas educativos, libros de 
texto y rnateriales didacticos. 

2. Elaborar materiales y recursos audiovisuales que apoyen la 
enseijanza de los derechos humanos. 

II. En el : ambito de la capacitacion. 

l. Realizar seminarios, talleres y cursos sobre· · 10s derechos 
hu.rnanos dirigidos a los docentes y encaminados principalmente 
al camb~o de actitudes. 

· 2. Apoyar y resaltar la incorporacion de las· universidades, 
escuelas normales, e institutes de educacion superior, en la 
promocion, educacion y defensa de los der~chos humanos, por 
cuanto estas entidades tienen a su cargo la formacion de 
profesionales , particularmente en el campo .. de la educacion 
basica, y adernas, como es 10gico, por ser centres de creacion 
intelectual del mas alto nivel. 

3. Requerir al Institute Interamericano de Derechos Humano~ que 
brinde · capacitacion, asesoria o asistencia tecnica en 
relacion con los derechos humanos. 

4. La ensefianza de los derechos hurnanos debe hacerse extensiva a 
otros grupos cuya · fµncion sea de servicio o salvaguarda de 
los ciudadanos, por ejemplo: Policia, Fuerzas Armadas y _otros 
funcionarios pUblicos. 
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III. De caracter general. 

1 . Hacer llegar a l os organismos internacionales y a los 
gobiernos mediante sus . Ministerios o Secretarias encargadas 
de la educaci6n, per medic del Institute Interamericano de 
Derechos Humanos, un inensaje en r .elacion con la necesidad de 
la ensefianza de los derechos humanos . 

2. Establ ecer un canal . de comunicaci6n ·entre los paises del area 
acudiendo a l a s e ntidades dedicadas a l a educacion, en torno . 

. a l as investigaciones, estudios y acciones en re~acion· a los 
de~e~ho~ hurna nos : 

3. Realiza r e xper iencias pi l oto en· f orma cenjunta e ntre dos o 
mas paises .': 

4. Intercambiar experiencias en relacion a la forma en que se ha 
i ncorporad o el tema de derechos humarios en los 1ibros de 
t exto y p rogramas ge~erales. 

5 . Propiciar .el eje-rcicio de lof? derechos humanos en l a familia , 
l a e scuela y la comunidad . 

6. Enfatizar los esfuerzos para superar · el analfabet.ismo en · 
t a nto l a educacion es un derechos fµndamental de l~ 

h umanidad f l o que redundaria I en forma COlatera-1,. e n el me j or 
conocimiento, defe nsa y difusion qe los derechos humanos. 

7. En tanto la enseiianza de los derechos humanos postul a una 
metodologia integral e incoiporada a la vida misma , se 
p ropa ne r eforzar la participaci6n de los ~edios d e 
c omunicacion masiva ·en la responsabilidad de dif µndir y 
defender los derechos humanos . 

8. Resaltar l a importancia de la investigacion, conse r vacion y 
d ifusion del pa t r imonio cultural de los pueblos d e Jlrneri~a ,· 

e lemento fundamental para lograr su verdadera identidad 
nac i onal y marc:o indispens a b le para conocer, r eclamar y 
difundir los de rec hos humanos en f o'rma consciente y 
autentica. De.be resaltarse el respeto a la multiplicidad 

· etnica y su contribucion a la nacionalidad de los diferentes 
· paises amer~canos . 

9. c;n v i rtud de que la ensenanza de los derechos· hum.anos es un 
t6pico complejo por s~s aspectos tecnic-os, academicos, 
sociales, de riovedad y actualidad, · asi cor.io por su 
repe r cusion en funbitos ajenos a la escuela, · se considera 
necesari o sugerir la formaci6n o int,egra.cion de cuerpos· 
tecnicos nacionales que, al responsabilizarse de la 
propuesta, coordinen las acciones correspondit=:ntes . . · 



Luis Isch Chiriboga 
ECUADOR 

Horacio Fernandez Q. 
NICARAGUA 

VENEZUELA 

6 

' 
E. 

David Smith 

Adela 

{;i;~ 
Man~·-'1iernandez 
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COnfederacion Superior Universitaria . . 
Centroamericana 

San Jose,· 12 de julio de 1985 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 
from 

subJect 

: October .16th., .1985 

: Marc H. Tanenbp.urn 
Sergi.o Nudelstejer 

Session on central .Arrerican in the next National Executive 
Council J.Eet.tng. 

Just as ~ .agreed and llmediately a,fter the earthquake in 
~co, I contacted the Presidents. of the J®,sh.Canraunities 
in Centra,l ~Ji..ca to inVite. thein to partic;ipate in . the Sessi.on 
on Central An)er.tcap. \'!hi.ch. will tqke. piace in .Miami, November 7th 
through the 10th~ 

t Am glad to infonn you that the follaving people have conf irn:ed 
f the:i:r presence: Mr. Mrroel Ruff .from Guatema,la, President of the 

Federatipn q.f Jewish. Conmunities of Cent.ral .Arrerica and Panama 
(FEDECO) • Dr. Mario Perrauth, · Pl;"es,ident of the Jew.i.Sh. Q:mmmity of 
Guateit)ala; ~. Gustavo Prifer, President O~ the Jewfsh Cbrmrunity 
of Costa, ,Efpa and Mr. Joseph. ~ari.1 President of the Jewish. Comrrnl-
n.tty Jn P~arga, · 

I arc:i ·ti:y:;i:ng to get m touch. With. Mr. Helmuth. Seidel, of Tegu­
cigalpa, Hondul;as to assure hi.s presence as: well. Please contact 
Bi.11 Gra,lni}c. and ?$. him to get in touch. with. !1r"· Ernest Freund, 
foII1E:z; president o~ the Je~sh.Carmµlity in El Salvador to assure 
his .. Pre5ence as well. · 

Just as. we di~cussed it over the phone , I wi..11 take care on 

(

. the nernber;;; ol; the Central .Arrerican delegati.on a!? well as on the 
Ambassadors Dr. Femando Berrocal .from Costa Rfca and Arq. David 
SanJUdio J.r. frorl) Panama. · 

For your info:rmation, Tasia i$ joining ·ne in this. trip and we 
will be ;:irrtying in Miami on Wednesday·, November 6th and will stay 
until the.11th. and leave on the 12th. 

I will try to find out exactly the day and time of arrival of 
our Central Aner.t.can guests. and as . s.oon as I will knav, I will let 
you knew· .in)rl;i:di~tely. 

Coming back. to the program on Central Anerica, which Will also 
take. place Sunday November 10th at 10:30 in the rcom_.i:ng, I think it 
is ve:zy miportant ~f the Arrbassador in charge. of Central Arrerican 
RJ;fai.rs in the State De~t - whom we. recently vi.sited-, could 
participate. I consider that his official point of view and repre­
s.enting the pqlicy of the .Arrerican Gov~t on C01tral .Arrerica 
could be of Interest to the. AJC. The three Ambassadors together 

---
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with the president 0£ FEDEXX> could be the speakers and~ other 
participants could be in the panel adding sc:rie inforrre.tion or 
during t}io ~-- - ~--. OQ.ld.rY3 _ r ~lci.ce this idea in your 
Uca&Jf!S. .Ilc:D tt £cxget that. W establ.i.Sb. a crit:ena I .I.~ 3.o U°i i:' ~l tO . 
have also the official positim of the U.S.A. Govenment an G: htral 
l!nErica. 

oopies: David Harris 
Shula Bahat. 

As always , rey best and oordial regards. 

( 

· -- :'\ .. \ 
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475· Riverside Drive, ~oom 563, New York, NY 10115 tel. 212-?,70-3383 

October 2, 1985 
Dear Friend, 

We are compiling an annotated list of. resources on Central America which various 
denominations and organizations have available for use. This list wiil be shared 
with local interfaith groups and task forces .to help facilitate their educational 
efforts and activities. We a~e writing to request your assistance in this project. 
The specific information we would like from you includes the following: 

1. Trips to Central America -- Does your denomination/organization arrange study 
tours to Central America, have volunteer or observer programs in the region, 
or provide contacts for persons interested in visiting Central America? Do 
you have a sister church/synagogue/organization relationship with any Central 
American group or ·any type of exchange program? Is there funding available 
to cover or supplement expenses of trips to the area? Please include the 
address and phone number of the ~ndividual, office, or group one may contact 
for this information . 

2. Speakers -- Does your denomination/organization provide speakers on Central 
America·? Who does one. contact to arrange for a speaker? 

3. Advocacy -- Are there legislative advocacy networks in place within your 
denomination/organization? If yes, what .is the procedure for becoming a 
part of the network? 

4. Reuorts and Newsletters -- Are there study tour .reports and/or regular news­
letters available from your denomination/org~nization? 

5. Written Re.sources and Audio-Visuals · -- Please send us an annotated list of 
written and audio-visual resources which your denomination/organization 
has produced ~elated to Central American issues. We are interested in what 
educational curricula and liturgical materi~ls - you may have available as 
well as books, pamphlets, films, filmstrips, and slide shows. 

We would also· be interested .in learning about any other services, resources, or 
information your denomination/organization provides or produces to support work 
on Central American concerns. Wherever 'appropriate, please provide the contact 
name, address, and phone number of the group or office associated with that 
particular resource. 

Our deadline for gathering these resources is November 1st, in order to publish 
and distribute the list as soon as possible and increase the use of these existing 

· resources. We look forward to receiving materials and information from you soon . 
Thank you very much for your important _ contributions to this project. 

rr::~ 
;;y~ ~~hinian 
Resource Development Associ~te 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date October 21, 1985 

to Marc H. Tanenbaum 

from · David A. Harris 

subject Costa Rfoa 

I had lunch today with Dr. Fernando Berrocal, Costa Rica's Ambassador 
to the U.N., at his invitation. I had ori·ginaliy .thought it was in-
tended as a follow-·up to the telephone call from Presidential candidate 
Oscar Arias concern-ing American Jewish .financial support fol'.' the' campaign, · 
but no· mention was made of this during a very pleasant 90-~.1nute meeting .. 

We discus.sed a number of issues. Dr. Berrocal is increasi·ngly convi.nced, ,: 
after meetings with Secretary Shultz and other senior American officials, 
that ·the U.S. w111 not take military action against Nicaragua, though 
he noted Elliott Abra!Jls' particular hostflity to the Sandinista regime. 
He feels instead that the U.$ . . will become more ~upportive of the Contadora 
Process , especially now that it. enjoys the support pf the four South 
American nations referred to as the "Lima Gr.oup, 11 and he feels that 
together with the West ·European interest in the regi'on, it '. mi ght possibly 
lead to a peaceful settleinent in Nicaragua which ·would permit free _· 
elections and. a. reston.~;ficm:1 of civil rights. · Of course, he acknowledg·ed 
that other and less optimistic scenarios were also possible. 

' . 

Concerning the forthcoming Costa Rican presidenti'al election, the current 
. polls show 'his candidate, Arias, about three percentage points a liiead i of.·.; .. 

Calderon. Berrocal .feels that Calderon has peaked in his support whereas 
Arias will pick up most of the 20% that represents the undecided in the 
Gallup Poll. It should be noted that Sergio's latest information ·"': ·: :.' 
from members of the Costa Rican Jewish coinmunity is quite different, 
namely, that Arias has iricreasingly l.ittle chance of winning the election. 
One of the significant aspects of the election, of eou~se, is that whereas. 
Arias is pledged t6 mairitaining strong ·and unqualified support for Israel 
and the embassy in Jerusalem, Cqlderon may well shift the embassy to · 
Tel Aviv. · 

We also discussed the current visit of President Luis Alber.to Monge to 
'Israel. The Costa Rican President is in Israel .for a week. of meetings 
with government officials ·and will attend the dedication of a .forest 
in his honor. 
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Memo .Marc H .. Tanenbaum 
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The U.N; decision on Arafat also came up. Costa Rica's position is, of 
course, clear. What is not as clear is whether Arafat will, nevertheless; 
use. his _st~tus as a U.N. observ_er to attempt to -speak at . the General 
Assembly when, for example, the Palestine question .comes up, possibly 
in early November, or whether he will challenge the legal interpretation · 
concernfng hi~ right to speak during the week commemorating the 40th 
annive"r'sa·ry. · 

Intere'stingly, Berrocal mentioned th.at, in addition to having served as 
the Presidential chief of staff and · having negotiated_ the key oil agreement 
in Costa Rica 1 s behalf . between the Central American and Caribbean nations 
on the one- hand,,and Venezuela ~rid Mexico on -the other, he was also the 
first resident ambassador.of Costa Rica in Moscow. He spent 2~ years· 
-in the post and als.o travelled extensively in Eastern Europe to oversee 

. the Costa Rio.an Embassies in those countries. He did not, however, 
mention any contact with Soviet Jews. 

Concerning the N. E.C., ·r told hfm that we wou.ld discuss the -matter at 
the Monday luncheon with Ambassador Sam·udio of Panama ·and yours·elf. 

DAH:CH 

cc: Leo Nevas 
Sergio Nudelsteje~ 
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- DATE: October 7, 1985 
TO: Jacobo Kovadloff, South American Affairs and Span.ish Media 
FROM: Bernardo Fain, Bueno~ Aires, Argentina 
SUBJECT: Explosion in a Jewish kindergarten 

An extensive condemnation originated the explosion of a strong bomb 
at dawn of October 2 in .the kindergarten Gan Aviv of the Jewish com­
munity. l~cated in the lower middle class section of Palermo, in the 
city of Buenos Aires, which although it ·did not cause victims, it 
did occasion s.er.ious losses in the building and breakage of glasses 
in· neighbor houses. The ki.ndergarte.n belongs to the Scholem Aleichem 
Organizat i on for J ewish Education. 

The bomb, placed on the threshold of the one floor ancient house 
destroyed masonry, glasses and didactic materials of the mmaamml!1Dmmma 
class-rooms close to the street, and tore out the metallic entrance 
door. · 

The kindergarten, which is attended by about eighty children of 2 
till 5 years old, was examined closely by Dr. D~vid Goldberg, Pre­
sident of the Delegaci6n de Asociaciones Israelitas Argentinas (DAIA); 
Aaron Daschevsky, President of the Vaad- Hahinuch, Central Board 
for Jewish Education; Mauricio Korin, principal of the Schol.em Alei­
*•mmchem Schools Organization; and Augusto Conte, member of the 
House of Representatives, of the left-oriented Christian Democratic 
Party, who came "to express his solidarity to the members of the 
Jewish community", as it was said to the press. 

Interviewed by saammmm .. a television t•m journalist, Mr. Daschevsky 
answered negatively when he was asked if he would consider such 
criminal action as a response to the retaliation aama action executed 
by Israel against the OLP headquarters in Tunisia. 

Korin said RWe never received threats of any kind, and nobody as­
sumed the action. During tne day the school worked normally, and 
at 7:30 p.m. the last person left the ~ouse. Fortunately, no care­
taker lives in the sch~ol and nobody was at the · sidewalk when .the 
explosion happened". 

The DAIA issued a communique condemning energic~lly the criminal 
acti on. which ••mmmmm --according to the same-- "is another. proof 
of the extensive growth of the anti-Semitic violence denounced by . 
DAIA". 

"The aggressions include rei.terated intimi.dations and threats a­
gainst schools, institutions, leaders and members of the Jewish 
community. 

We informed on such episodes the Minister of the Interior once, 
and the chief of the Federal Police twice, and we claimed for mea­
sures capable to prevent the repetition of such criminal facts, as 
well as to elucidate them. 
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Because of the seriousness -of this new aggression followed by aaM 
other . telephone threats, DAIA asked Minister of the Interior an 
urgent meeting. 

DAIA alerts public opinion on the grav~ness of the anti-Semitic . 
episodes which threaten .the Constitutional order and the inhabitants' 
security". · ~ 

f . . I . 

Guillermo Patricio Kelly, a very speci~l personage, leader of •mm a 
Fascist-type youth organization thirty -:years ago, today a journa­
list and a friend of the Jews, kind of ~ private detective special­
ized in kidnappings said the press: "1here are people that did n9t 
realize -yet that Hitler was defeated during World. War Two. Between 
them, . the ~ .me~bers. of Triple A (a · rightist ~rganization responsible 
for -many· .. murders during the u early seventies), who continue . 
working as" in their better ti~es, threatening. journalists, placing 
bombs in schools and television ·c~annels a~d kidnapping --mainly--
members of the Jewish community". · · 

On. October 4, a two-hour meeting was held in· the Ministry of the 
Inte~ior on the crimi.nal attempt against the Jewish kindergarten, 
in which participated the Minister Troccoli and a delegation of 
DAIA. . 

According to Dr. David Goldberg, DAIA's President, the Minister 
was asked for "full guarantees, not only ma for the Jewish communi­
ty but also for all the Argentine society". 1.ma Minister Troccoli, 
in t .urn, promised that he woul~ take me~sures. 

· According to Goldberg,"the Jewish community feels uneasy though 
not intimidated". He added that th-e Jewish community as well a·s 
all the Argentinians, feels bound in such goals as th~ ~upport of · 
democracy, the living together peacefully and the establishing of 
a pluralist society, ideologically, ethnically and culturally. He 
finally expressed his hope that actions as the one underwent by 
the kindergarten will be prevent, and · that the crime will be 
c).arified. 

Same day, in the evening, Raul Galvan, Undersecretary of the Inte­
rior, inf'ormed that the .government· decided that all public and 
private schools have police watchmen till ne:xt election day --the . 
. House of Representati~es must renew one half of its members--, 
scheduled for November 3 • 

. ·~. 
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DATE: September 30, 1985 
TO: Jacobo icovadloff '·· South American Affairs and Spanish Media 
PROM: Bernardo Fa1n, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
SUBJECT : Anti-Semitism in court 

In t~~ months of hearings, evidences gave by different witnesses · 
in ·t~e trial where nine commanders in chief of the three armed 

- forcffs ·are indicted for v1.olation of human . rights, prove that 
Nazism was not absent from repressive forces in their behaving 
toward prisoners, that Jews must pay an additional quota of suffer­
ing, land . that unconscious anti-Semitism was possible to infer from 
expressions stated at the c~urt by witnesses, de.fenders and even 
a Justice member of the same. 

-. 
When Robert Cox, editor of English daily The Buenos Aires Herald 
was under arrest at the Federal Police headquarters, he saw a large 
swastika painted on the wa11, · and the inscription "Nazi - Nacional­
socialismo", below • 

.racobo Timerman was asked by one of mas hl.s captors .at the Puesto 
Vasco secret concentration camp how to write the English .word "lobby" 
"Those lunatics th.ought they were fighting a Jewish lobby". 
Former publisher of La Opini6n made clear that although he was not 
arrested for being a Jew, he was treated worse for that reason. 
~They asked me if I were Jewish, I told them yes; if I were Z ionist~ 
I said yes; if I were socialist, I said yes. Such combination ~xcit­
ed their Nazi and par~n9ic imagination, . anq made they to think that 
they were having in their hands the big trial against somebody who 
recognizes such weighty crimes". 

Jaime Prats Cardona, well reputed criminologist, d.efender for admi~ 
ral Massera, asked Timerman on the "anti-Semitical ideology" of the 
Process for the National Reconstruction (namely, the military regi­
me). The old jurist avoided to say the word •anti-Semitism". 

--Mr. Graiver ••• (addressing Timerman) excuse me (rectifying). Mr. 
'l'imerman ••• , said the Justice member Guillermo Ledesma. 

--Do you have anything against me?, asked him Timerman . 
The former publisher of La Opinion then quoted Leon Poliakoff and 
explained: "Take notiee how .terrible it is.- The Graivers were judged 
and absolved. In spite of that such name sounds more terrible than 
Suarez Mason's one, who is a fugitive murderer" (General Suarez Ma­
son, reputed big shot of the desaparecidos operations as he was 
chief of the Buenos Aires military area at the time most of them 
took place)~). 



- 2 -

When Juan Ramon Nazar, the editor of ·a newspaper in Trenque Lauquen, 
a small country town, was taken to the above-mP.ntioned Puesto Vas­
co camp, he had to answer questions from Dario Rojas, chief of po­
lice, on a supposed secret pact between former .President Peron and 
Gelbard., his Minister of Economy, and on the so-called Andinia Plan, 
which would consist in the segregation of a portion of Patagonia 
(a huge steppe, one third of Argentina's surface) in order to esta­
blish there · a Jewish s.tate; "I told them that the fact was unknown 
to me and that I considered it fantastic. All questions were mark­
edly anti-Semitic. They were interested in Zionist penetration in 
the Confederaci6n General Econ6mica (CGE) which, according to them, 
jt was in the hands of the Jews Gelbard, Broner and Dujovne. For 
them, Jew~ are traitors to the fatherland". · 

For mail carrier, gas fitter and plumber Ruben Fernando .Shell, a 
swastika tatood on his arm when he was a child acted in his favor, 
by improving his diet at the Quilmes Investigations Brigade. He is 
tall, blond; they call him the German. Coco or The Colonel, chief 
of the concentration camp told him: "With such an appearance you 
should be an film* S .s. What are you doing among those nat.i ves?" A 
jaj 1 warden nicknamed Espantoso titled "Nazi" hi ms.elf, used to 
carry a key ring with a swastika and to ask· Shell if he sometime 
altlmaiallaa attended mP.et·ings of the Argentine Hi tlerian Youth. He did 
not inform him where such an organization meet. · 

When Mrs. Nelba Falcone, nee Mendez, arrived at the El Banco con­
cen.tratj on camp they inquired her persistently on her religion, if 
she was Catholic or Jewish. "They showed a recalcitrant aamm•i••m 
anti-Semi tism which used to be revealed in torture to Jewish pri­
soners", she said. Daring the night turn guards El Turco aamrii1 Ju­
lian used to play German records with Adolf Hitler's speeches. Ano­
ther guard of maa ·El Banco liked to call El FUhrer hi~self and used 
to require from the captives to be saluted in the Nazi form. 

Former corporal Armando Luchina, of the Federal Security Superinten­
dency was asked by Justice member Ricardo Gil La.vedra, i.f he saw a 
swastika on the wall. "Yes. Chief of police Veira was the person · 
whose job was to attract those · who enjoy Nazi tendencies among 
personnel. Nazi publications were spread there, ,a11aaaa pers.onnel 
used to wear green sack coats, black berets, bracelets with 
swastikas. They used to comment that subversion would finish when 
Jews end", he answered. 

- - -
Miguel Angel D'Agostino offered more details on El Turco Julian's 
obsession. "He tortured the Jews brutally, boasted of being a Nazi, 
used to play German marchs and planned to search into every firm 
in which Jews may ,allilmmm,a•aa. participate. For that reason he 
interrogated a a1111iaam member of the local . board of directors of 
Kodak". 
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At El Olimpo, the concentration camp under the command of the navy 
captains amused themselves by obliglng a Jewish lady to .promenade· ' 
along a corridor while striking cans and shouting "I bill fifty 
percent in white (legally), I bill fifty percent in black (under­
handedly)". 

i 

i 
1 

On May 24 the witness Ma:ria l'lercede.s .Fontanela. told the court that 
on November 1978, she and her husband were arrested •. 

--Are ;you ~lear on the reason of such arrest?, inquired J ustice mem­
ber Valerga Araoz. 
--We married, and two months later my husband lodged· in our house a 
Jewish couple. I realized that they were very involved in ••mmm po-
litics. ·-

w·hen the witness was cross-examined by attorney Jose · Orgeira, defen­
der for general Viola, he wanted to know more data on •.•s uch Jewish 
cou-ple which brought problems" . Not on such couple "ver y involved 
i n ,mm politics". 

-
From Alejandra Tadei's home abductors took away a copy of Marcos 
Aguinis' novel "La cruz invertida", crying out that s uch book was 
subversive (Marcos Aguinis, Jewish, present undersecretary of Cul­
ture of the Federal government). At the Mansion Sere (a concentra·tion 
house )where sh was transferred,· her. interrogators of the Air Force . 
were very interested in a variety of subjects. "I represented Argen­
tina in the chess Olympiads which took place in Israel . They were. 
very anti-Semitic", · the 24 years old young laYyer said . 11 ! am not 
Jewish", she immediately explained, though ~obody asked her. 

Among the prisoners who share the Mansion Sere am with him, witness 
Miguel Romano. named Rafael Carlos Eldestein. Jose Ignacio Garona, 
defender for aviation general Agosti asked him •-. how much time 
did "Seiestein" stay there. "Eldestein", corrected him Romano . "How 
much time did you share the room with Silv~rstein?•, insisted Garo­
na. "Eld-estein", corrected him with a furious expression Justice 
Arslanian . "For certain names I ••• ", gibbered Garona. As to avoid . 
futher difficulties , he ••.- asked: "How much time did you live in 
company with that man?". 

When 'Jor·ge Candeloro, a m1m•m 1awyer, w~s abducted from his home in 
Neuquen, a city in the south of the country. and the house surroun­
ded by Federal Police forces , Maria Orbanich went to it to accom~ 
pany his wife. She was asked to show her identification papers • . Then, 
she was looked with amm attention and asked: "Are you Jewish?". Be­
fore the court Mrs. Orbanich explained: •ram Jugoslavian". 
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The · daughter of the murdered Uruguayan senator ~ Zelmar Michelini 
was kidnaped in Buenos Aires and taken to the Automotores Orletti 
concentration camp, mama managed by Secretary of Informations, 
general Otto Paladino. At the interrogations room Marg(:l.ri ta Mich.e­
lini saw Hitler's a portrait; ·Under such portrait people used to 
be tortured. 

Guillermo Puerta, imprisoned in La P.erla concetration camp, under 
the super·vision of · the com.mand of the Third Army Corps, was inter­
rogated by ar~y-captain Barr:eiro, who used to oblige to be called 
by ~he nicknames Hernandez and Rubio. "He smilingly told me · that 
according to my family name, my ancestors must be Spaniards. He 
then asked me ~hat was my job, defining me as an intellectual member 
of the bourgeosie. According to your family name you -m must be · ·· 
an anarchist. Leftis·ts have Jewish family pames", he explained 
didactically. 

Perla Feldman nee Wainstein expounded that at the ·same place· "my 
husband was forced to receive a sw~stika engraved on his bald head. 
Due to the struggle they succeeded only partially". 

• -: ! • :~~ ··.:-~ 
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~-'5r'~ Bassols 
eral of Mexico 

. , Suite 200 
, Texas 77002 

July 10, 1985 

Dear Consul General Ba.ssols: 

On behalf of the American Jewish camri.ttee, I would like to take 
. this opportunity to thank you for meetirig with us, and for being 
so very generous with. your time. Houstal is indeed fortunate to· 
have a man of your stature and experience in our city. 

We were ver.y illpressed with your candor and greatly appreciate 
your strong support for the State of Israel. We also welcaced 
your clear condermation of any fonn of terrorisn, your willing­
ness to urge the Soviet union to loosen its reins on imnigration, 
and your cooperation in looking into the Guadalajara situation. 
We are sensitive to your countty's position regarding statarents 
made at the united Nations, but would only caution that silence 
leads to verbal violence - fran which physical violence eas,ily 
follows. · 

We join you in your concern over Mexico's portrayal in the media 
and.will encourage members of our own camnmity, as well as the 
general carmunity, to visit Mexico and prarote your countcy's posi­
tive image. I would like, as well, to reiterate that the facilities 
of our Jewish ccmrunity, including the Jewish Ccrrrnunity Center ana 
Goldberg B'nai B'rith Tc:Mers, are non-denc:rn:i.national and open to 
everyone. 

On a nore persooal note,. my wife, Dr. ca thy Mincl:;>erg, is a member 
of the Houston Independent School Board and of the Houston Comumity 
College, and is extremely concerned about educatianai opportunities 
for the minority carrmmities. On her behalf, pennit rre to offer the 
services of her off ice should you have specific concerns regardirig 
education for rrembers of your constituency. I \VOUld also like to 
reiterate that the services of our AJC office or it's Executive Director, 
Ellen Cohen, are at your disposal - as well as my own business and 
those of my other colleagues, David Neuberger, Hal Gordon, and sara 
Sinon. 

\ 
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Hennilo Iopez Bassols 
Consul General of Mexico 
JUly 10, 1985 
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It was a pleasure to neke your acquajntance and I look foi:ward to further 
such rreetings. 

IM-i:ab 

bee: David Neuberger 
Hal Gordon 
Sara Sinon 
~ Bemer 

vMarc Tanenbaum 

t<indest regards, 

David M. Mincberg, Chairperson 
Intematiaial Affairs Camri.ssian 
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THE Ar.1E·RICA.N JEWISH COMMITTEE 

copies to: David Harris 
I:avid Gordis. 

dale: Septercter 23rd, 198Q 

to: .Marc H. Tanenbaum , 
from.: Se.rgip Nudelstejer ~ ..-~ 

subJaot: F.a,rthquake . ~its consecuences wi.thin:,· the Jewish Cornnunity 

Please find enclosed a rei;x:>rt qf the happenings o~ the first five 
days a_fter the two ~es. :that shook. Maxi.co. Cit y. This report, nore 
than pointing out . ~ damages: in ~co City, whim you must k:nON· through. 
t . he in~orrr)atipn .,necfi_a, giyes. a ~ful view of. how· it affected the JeWish 
Comm.micy in .Mextco O.ty. In l~ei; .,reports I will be in the position of 
gi~g a m:>re ample and- detailed yiew of the happenings. 

Receive my best cordial.r:egards .. and~ sincerest wish~ for a 
happy and healthx· Ne".J.: Ye~r • . 
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T ie GAtnerican G ewish Conunittee 
. . 

DFICINA PARA MUICO Y AMERICA CENTRAL Ar. EjetttlO Naciooal 533-lll2 lllelico. OJ. • Tel SlHll-33, 5.11-47-16 • Callie: WisfJcarn. Melico 

EAro'HQUAKE "I.EADS ro DISASTER ·m MEXICX> CITY 

Jewish Cormum.i_ty Sufferes Damages caused by 'the ·catastrophe 

The ~quake that shCX>k. ci.11 of .M:xioo City thi!? . last Thursday,. September 19th, 

at 7: 2Q in the n:om~g I ha$- OeE!n the \V,OrSt ever .sufferred.' here throughout the 

enti.re hi~.tqry of thi.$: country • . It affected different areas of the city, sane 

of theni with._~ lafge ~ati:an and son:e others· of a population of scarce means. 

Until today, when r am writ~g this retprt, it has been officially inforned that 

750 bui,1.dings hqve totally -or partially been affected, ~g· thero a certain num­

ber of hotels. Up to this m:ment;:, the Mexican Govenment has officiall:y announced 

s;ooo dead; a la;r51e nun.Der of people that are still buriea under the debris; an 

unkMi number of people Who have disappeared·. 

Fram. the fi:n?t npirentl;) · of the disaster, the Jewish O::mnunity ~ugh ·its represen-:­

tative lx:xfy _the Comi~e Caitral Israelita de J.Edeo · c.ee:itral 'Jewj.sh Cbrrmi.ttee of 

Mexioo) offered an~ gave help to all needy, mainly to .the. great numl:er of p:ople 

who los.t thei.r h~s. For this purpose they ~rg~ized four asylum centers or she.1-

ters. in di:ffferent ~ of the city and am:mg the no.St needy. The oammuni.ty pro-

vided' thel;).e shelt~- or ay~lum centers. with cots, blankets, hot food, rredicatians, 

and F<i.·rs.t Aj:d Services• AlsO I a .large group Of Jewi,Sh youth works ·as VOlunteerS at . . . . . 
the Mext.cap. Red Cross and with. the Volunteer corps. A group of Jewish. building . . . . . . . 

engineer.:;; gabe the:i:r kn~l~ge ana heavy equiprrent to help out wherever necessary; 

Jewi.~ M.D's ap.d m=di:cal ·students have Deen. workf!1g in places where their services 

~ve been r~ed, so.much so, that the Jerish presenoe in this crucial norrent has 

beeri strongly· felt. 

. . 

In so far the after effects of this. tragedy within the .:fewish Cormu.mity itself, 

we can ~ay that. the builfil?g of the ~enazi Kehila . in ACapulco street Number 70 

ba$ been seriously· damaged, si;:iecially from the first througfh the fourth _flcx;>rs. 

The Great. Syn.agogue inside this building is in fairly good condition. This. building 

housed the: _foll®ng office!?: ' • ftMIAI n FBDSTEIN. ·--Vi'-~ 
MAYllARD I. WISHNER. Prnidallt a · · . . ..........., ,....,........, """'"""'"' 
HOWMD I. FRIEDMAH. Olairman. Bolfd D1 6Dftlmlfl • THEODORE EU.EHOff. Cllllnnan. N!linllal ElacutiYe Council • AOBEllT L. PBZ. Cllalnnsn. Board D1 TIUllMI • 
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JOHii H. STEINHART. Sen ffenc:isco a · 
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the OJmite Centr~ Israeli.ta ·ae ~co . (Je~sh Central O:mnittee) ; the Mexican 

Council . of_ Jewish W0nen; the B' nei Brith; . the .f ewish. ~ency; · the /(eren . Kayen:eth 

Ieisrael; 'the Zionist Federation;: the Hebre~Idish Seminar;) for Teachers; the 
. . -

Ashke!nazi: Kehi::lci; ·the Rabbinate; .. and a .Kosher Restaurant. Till this norcent,. 

the buildin9 reraai:)'.ls closed .and will stay- so until it .is officially established 

·the ran~ of -the 'damage . and how. soon · can . it· be repaired. We . know of no other 

Cornrmini~:y· Center of Syna~ .in M:OO.co City· or throughout the Mexican Iepublic 

that might be da;maged. 

We do knqw. of six mambers. df the Jewish Canmmity that died: two couples that 

went~ with. the: bui:lfil!1g where they lived and bvo other people that died 

of a heart cittack produced by the hysteria and .:i:mpact of the. m::ment. They were 

all buried in the Jewfsh. Cetentery .thi:s 1Cl5t Sunday. 

We also kn<:Yef tha,t ·~ several of the blli.lfil!1gs that fell dam, specially in the 

residentip,l· area,S such. -as ·Jbma, Hipodrarco, Condes_a and .Colonia del Valle; lived 

nany Jewi.sh. fa,IQi·lies, but up to this ~~ n6thing has been · re:E=Q~ed or esta-

. blished as .. to .their ~ereabouts and ·i~ can very possibly.' be that ·s~ of these 

people ·are still lying under the· debris. 

Certa.:j:n $ect~ons of dCMntown Mexico City wnere · l:leavy industries, small factories, 

clQth:i:ng stores·, etc. were to be fO'lIDd, . suffered heavy ·losses .and great damage. 

Ani:mg these, many bel0:f1ged to Jews and unfortlmately . went down during the earth­

quake, d:j:s$a~g and .causi.!ig: .great· financial wreckage • 

. Israel, the same ClS .. many other . countries all over the ·world I alt0?9 the the USA, 

sent tw.o· planes·with. neclicines, special eEjllipnent for disaster zones, as well as 

tra;inded personnel who . fnmediately ·contacted the Mexican G::>vernm:mt · and are working 

in sercich·of Dbdi:es and cleani:flg up the wreck. 

'file Jewi.sh. ~ity has identified itself with .tts fellow'-Citizens in these 

m:::immts. of ·grief: pain, · loss and suffering, ·· but bas high hopes that all, together, 

will reconstruct all that the two earthquakes with . Nature 1 s force destroyed. 

~co Citi, Se~ 23rd, 1985 
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CONSEJO CENTRAL COMUNITARIO HEBREO DE PANAMA 

i---··--- ·--·------, 
i j APARTADO POSTAL S.6292 El Dorado 

PANAMA, REP. DE PANAMA 
~anama, October 3, 1985 

TELEFOND: 26-0760 

CONGREGACIONES 

SOC. ISRAELITA DE BENEF.ICENCIA 
SHEVET AHIM, PANAMA 

SOC. AGUDATH AH!M, COLON 

CENTRO ISRAELITA MAGEN OAVlO, 
DAVID 

1

1· R~bbi Marc H. Tanenbaum. 
Director 

I 
. 1 International Rela~ions Department 

The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
U. S . A. 

I ! Dear Rabbi Tanenbau~: 

I Thank you for your good wishes and receive from 
AFILIADDs 1 Joyce and me a warm Shana Tova. 

B'NAI B'RITH HIRV!NGZAPP"DE.PANAMA ll .It is for me a honor to accept your kind invitation 
to address a session of the National Executive 

w.1.z.D. "YARDENtA" , Council of the A .·J.C. , on Sunday Morning, November 
I 10 this year. 

W.l.Z.0. "SARA HANONO" 

I W.l.LO. "REBECASIEFF" 

I W.1.Z.0. "HAJIKVA" 
I 
I I ;. INSTITUTO ALBERTO EINSTEIN 

' l ACADEMIA HEBREA DE PANAMA 
' 

TNUAT NOAR MACABI B'PANAMA 

CLUB LAS MMlANIT AS 

CENTRO CULTURAL HE BRED ·oe PANAMA 

COM!TE DEL KEREN HAYESOO 

COMITE DE IGROT 

l 
i Even though the present situation of Jewish Communities 
\ in Central Ame~ica . is a di£ficult i~sue, it_could be 
~ focus at the light of the FEDECO point of .view. The 
I most important challenge now., I think, is to avoid the 

1 
FEDECO disappearing, because ·the exodus of Jewish I Communities in Central America. 

I 
Consequen.tly, as a FEDECO Governor, I am very interested 
in this important m~~ting. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Marcel Ruff 

/na 

.J 



·· ~· · - ~jffl1j~ TheGAmerican Gjewish Committee 
~ .... ,_,. . .. . 

·,,.;" ·' · Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/75l-40DO· • Cable Wisi1com, N.Y . 

Mr. Marcel Ruff, President 
FEDE CO 

. Apartado Posta·l 502 
. · ·· ·= . .. Guatemala, Guatemala ...... . 

D~ar Marcel, 

October 16, 1985 

In Marc Tane.ribaum 1 s .. ~bsence, I haste_n ·to respond to ·your 1 etter 
9f September 30th. 

. _.:.--J 

We are all delighted .that you · ~ill be joining us for the. National 
Executive Council session in Miami next month. Your .partici"pation 
will add. an imp9rtant dimension to our meeting, and we are looking 
forward to the opport1.rn i ty to introduce you to our officers and 
members frpm around the count_ry. · 

f enclose the tentative schedule foi the N.E.C. and would ca11 to 
your attention two particular sessions. On Saturday morning, 
November 9th; we \-Jill have an informal breakfast at which we would 
like · to discuss the current situation in Central America~ and 

·prograr.matic possibilities 'for A.J.C., . as· seen from the perspective 
of the Jew.ish corrrnunity leaders from the individual .countries in the 
region. Gustavo Prifer, Mario Permuth, Yosef Harari, among others 
whom we are waiting to hear · from, are· expected to · attend. The break­
fast wl-11 .. be followed -by. a Shabbat service. : . 

On Sunday morning, November 10th, · we will have .a ma.jar plenary session, 
to be neld on an off-the-record basis, on Central America. The . 
principal participants w.ill be, in addition -to yourself, Ambassador · 

·-- Fernando Berrocal, Costan Rica,n P.ermanent Representative · to the· United 
Nations·; Ambassador David Samudio, Jr., Panama'nian Permanent · 
Representative to the· United Nations; and .Serg1o-Nud.elstejer. The 
chairman of the session wi 11 b~ Mr. Edward Elson of Atlanta, Georgia, 
who- i~ an officer .of A.J.C. and outstanding civic leader . It will · 
last two ~ours,. the first · hour of which w·;11 be ' presentations by the 
spea·kers, ' tp be fa 11 owed by comments from our other Centra 1 American 
guests, di~cussion .and questions. from the audience. · 

.• HOWARD t. FR!EDM;.N, President • • • • DAVID M GORDIS. uecut1ve Vtt!·!'resrde'I '. 
THEODORE EllEllOff. Cha". ScJrc ot Governori • ALFRED H. ~iOSES. Cnw . National Executive Cour.Cll • • · R02ERT S. ~ACOBS. Cni1r. 6~rd of T:~s;ees • 
EDWARD E. ELSON. ireasurcr • SHIRLEY M. SZABAO. Secretary • O.>.VIO H. FEIREZ. As1ocia:e Treascrcr • Rl'A E nAUSER. Cha!r. ExetutJVe r.om·rr.111ee • 
Honorary P•esioenis: MORRIS B ASRAM. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG: PHILIP~- HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS. ELMER L. W'.NTE!l. M.:.YNARD I. WISHNER • Honorary V1ce·Pr~sid>.!':s : NAIHAN"•.PPLE~l~N. 
MARTIN GANG; RUTH R. CiOBOARO. ANDREW GOODMAN. R~Yl.10~0 P KRAVIS. ~I.If.ES MARSHA~L'. WILLIAM llOSEll\".ALD ,. • • .. MAX M. FISHER. Honorary CMir. !'l~tooi1atE.'1!cuti~e i::oun::I · a " 
Executive Vice·P:esidents Emeriti· JOHN SL.i.WSON. BEATRAr.1 H. COLO D Vice-Presi~ents: NOR~WI E. ·Al!XAf10ER. ll'Jes1cnest~r: f;CWARO t1: C.ILS:;i r, Cn1cago; A:..AIJ c GR££119cR:i. New Yark: 
ROBERT H. HAINES. llew York: Cti~RLOTTE G. 'HOLSTEIN, S1racuse: ~NN ~ KAUFMAN: . i-ious1on: AOC>E~T l . PELZ. IVe~~che~te r: IOE l.LE R~e:N . Dallas: BRUCE M. RA~~Eft. L~s ~~yeies: 
DAVID F SQUIRE. 8o5tor.: FUCH~RO L WEISS. Los Angeles • 



Mr. Marcel Ruff, President 
October 16, 1985 
Page 2 

. . .· .. 

In addition to these two sessions devoted exclusively to Central 
America , we hope you will feel free to attend other sessions of 
interest to you and the gala dinner on Saturday evening at which 
we would like to invite you to sft as an honored guest at the dais. 
(Please note that ·dais guests are ·asked to wear a tuxedo or dark 
·Suit.) There will also be opportunity for casual get-togethers 
and further discussion on issues of mutual concern during the course 
of the four days. 

. . . 

Please advise us of your travel arrangements. In the meantime, I 
shall make reservations for you at the Hyatt Regency Hotel from 
November 7th to 10th, but these dates can, of course, be changed 
to accommodate your schedule. 

I would also appreciate receiving a copy of your biography at your 
earliest convenience. 

If there is any way in which any of us can be of assistance in your 
preparations for the N.E.C., please do not hesitate to contact me . 

With best wishes. 

DAH :CH 
Enclosure 

/)r:j;L, 
\,...~~. Harris 

Deputy 'Director 
International Relations Department 

.• 
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FEDERACION DE C0~1UNIDAOES JUDlAS DE CENTROAMERICA 
Y PANAMA 

c . 70/ 85 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director, 

.. 

September 30, 1985 

Internatio nal Relations Department 
The American Jewish Committee 
.165 East 56 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022, U.S. A. 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

I confirm my letter to you of last month, thanking 
you for your letter dated July 29th., in which you 
invited me to speak during the National Executive 
Council session of the A. J . C. in Miami Beach, on 
NoNember 10th, mentioning to you that I was consi­
dering the possibility of being present for this. 
occasion. 

Shortl·y ago I had the pleasure of talking with Sergio 
Nudelstejer when he called me from your offices, when 
he visited you in New York, and confirmed the fact 
that I would be most happy to accept your kind invi­
tation and shall be present for such an event. 

Could you kindly send me a schedule of the Meeting. 
I understand that it will run from the 7th . to the 
10th . of November. When would you want me to assist ? 

I take this opportunity to send to you and your whole 
family, Eva's and my own best wi~hes for a good New 
Year. LE SHANA TOVA. 

c .c . Sergio Nudelstejer 
Go bernado res · 

Apartado Postal 502 

.- ") I 
i 

C. rvC1/ 
Marcel Ruff 
President 

.• 

Telefono : 67643 Telex.: 6137 Rep GRK 



. . -- ---- -----------

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date October 11, 1985 

to George Gruen 

from David A. Harris 

subiect N .-E. C. 

·Howard Friedman has indicated that he would 1 ike to highlight the 
international terrorism issue as one of the principal themes in his 
major address at the N.E.C. Accordingly, would you please prepare a 
maximum of two pages of key th.emes to be addressed, incorporating your 
own extensive work with respect to the phenomenon in the Middle East 
and the discussion at the last Steering Committee on the issue. Rita 
should be able to locate for you Marc's summer correspondence with 
Vice President Bush and Ambassador Oakley on the subject of terrorism 
and the specific suggestion for a national conference. Sidney may also 
have some thoughts on international legal instrumentalities, covenants, 
etc. that we may want to propqse. 

The deadline imposed on us from 11the 8th floor" is Wednesday, 
October 16th. 

Many thanks. 

DAH :CH 

cc: Shula Bahat 
Marc Tanenbaum 

-~: ..... 
' . 
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The GArnerican <:Jewish Cofllfllittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.V. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wtshcom, N.V. 

January 17, 1983 

I hope you have already received the list of hotels and rates. This 
moniing I spoke to our travel agent who told me that the air trans­
portation from Miami and retuni to 1.fiami is $793. In order to insure 
that the money for the airline tickets will be received in time, the 
AJC is paying the agent. Therefore, in addition to the for 
the· hotel deposit, would you add , totaling Oiecks 
should be made out to the American Jewish Connnittee. 

If you have any specific needs -- special meals (kosher, vegetarian, 
etc.), seating (smoking, non-smoking, first class, etc.) -- please 
let me know as soon as you cai;i. 

I have enclosed an article by Sergio Nudelstejer regarding. Central 
America that appeared in the 1974-75 American Jewish Year Book. In 
the introductory paragraphs regarding the general situation in each 
country ,- the information is outdated, notably in the cases of El 
Salvador and Nicaragua. Nevertheless, the sections regarding the 
Jewish comrm . .mity -- its history, its makeup, its activities -- are 
infonnative an~ interesting. and I am sure will be helpful in pre­
paring for our mi~sion. 

By the end of next week I hope to be able to send you a complete 
schedule including meetings and tours. 

'f:IJ/es 

Enclosures 
83-560-4 

Cordially, 

~ 
David Geller 
Director of.Special Projects 
Foreign Affairs Department 

MAYNARD I. WISHlllER. President • • DONALD FELDSTEIN. Executive Vice -President 
HOWARD I. _F~_IEDMAN. Chairman. Board of Governors • THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman. National Executive Council • ROBERT l. PELZ. Chairman. Board of Trustees • 
E. ROBERT GO~OKIND. Treasurer • MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary • ELAINE PETSCHEK. Associate Treasurer • ALFRED H. MOSES, Chairman, Executive Committee • 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS 8. ABRAM. ARJHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER • Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN. MARTIN GANG. 
RUTH R. GOODARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairman. National Executive Council • MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer 
• Executive Vice-Presidents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON. BERTRAM H. GOLD " Vice-Presidents: MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore; EDWARD E. ELSON, Atlanta; RICHARD J. FOX. Philadelphia: ROBERT D. GRIES. 
Cleveland: RITA E. HAUSER. New York: HARRIS L. KEMPNER. 'JR .. Galveston: JOHN D. Levy, St Louis: HAMILTON M. LOEB, JR .. New York: LEON RABIN, Dallas; GORDON S. ROSENBLUM. Denver: 
JOHN H. SHIN HART. San Francisco m . 
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Central America 

I~ I~~ I· the .small repuhlics of Central Ameriea-Guatemala ~ 
Honduras. El Salvador. Nicaragua. and Costa Rica-t-ecame in­
dependent of Sp<!in. For these nations. which have g~l~g~arh~: . history. 
and langua£1! in ·c,1mmon. it has heen a turbulent century-anti-a-half. 
There has b~en bitter economic. political. and territoriei l rivalry 
between them. which has given way to solidarity <mly in times of 
human suffering brought on by earthqu:ikes an<.i hurricanes that 
periodically ravage the region. Political life in the republics "as 
dominated t-~ the army. allied with land0wners an<i hig t-usiness . F1.>r 
many years the governments of Guatemal:i. El Sah«sdor . '.\icaragua. 
and Hondurcs have been headed by generals. Only C0sta Rica ·h;1d an 
elected government. 

All the c0untries face serious prohlems of unemrl0y.nent. poverty. 
disease and illiteracy. T~eir economies. which are largely dependent · 
on agricultural production. are shaken by fluctuaiin~ ''orld cC1inmodity 
prices: Generally. the governments appear to lack the de~ire . as well as 
the funds. to solve their social problems. 

In an atte~pt to promote their economic growth. the five repluhlics. 
with a total population of less. than 17 million. formed the Central 
American Common Market in 1961 . Its start was 50 encouraging thai it 
was hailed as a model for developing nations. But its succec:c; "as 
short-li\'ed . The market has tieen crippled ever since f%Q. "·hen t"o of 
its mcmber~-EI Salvador and Honduras-went ll' \\ ar. The immedi­
ate· cause \\'as reports of atroci1ies commiited by Honduras agai~st 
Salvadoran" lh·ing there. after -El Salvador defe:.red Honduras in ·a 
soccer ga;;w. P"litical nati,,nalism. nurtured by h1' ih rnil itary regimes. 
escalated un1il E l SalvadN's army invaded Hc•nduras to S3\'c the more 
than half:: million Salvad,,ran~ in that country . four days of fighting 
brOUl!h t :11.ll(tll casualties . El s~lvador's· army wiihdrew on ly after the . 
Organi7.a: il1n of American S1a1c>s c:ent military ol'-,en·er~ to patrol the 
border. Despite diplomatic etfort~ . peacr has n1'1 yet t-een re~torcd . 
Trade be:ween the two countries stopped . ;ind H" ndurac; . unati lc ''' 
cope with its growing trade defic it. left the market. 

3&~ 

. ;, ,· 
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~I((, I AMERl<'AN JliWISH Yl:AR llOOIC . 1974-75 

The f 11111re c,f the .Central American cn11n1ries d·crenc.Js on the. rescue 
of 1h1.· Ccnlral Amcrkan Common Market for the economic integration 
of 1he area anc.J on soc ial reform. 

Gua.tcinala 

Thc -ckclion ,,f President Kjiel Langcrud ushered in" nl'W era in the 
. country·s political and social development. Outgoing President 

Colonel Carlo~ M. Arana Osorio (1970-1974) of the Partido 
lnstilucional Democratico (PID: Institutional Democratic party). 
es1alilished by right-wing military. sectors .. succeeded·ro some extent in 

. pacifying the rnunrry by using the army and the police to put down the 
dccade-cild fighting hct,,·e1.·n the left and right guerrillas. A slate of 
!'icgl' impos1.·cl in Noh·mha 19711 failed 10 put a stop ro this inrcrnal 
w:trf:trl'. · whi~·h ld1 an estimated 1.000 dead. ind11<.ling modcrat1.•. 
poliric:il ;inti lahc1r kac.lers. Communists .· s1udents. profcssMs . 

. journ;ilists. cinc.I other c1ppc1ncnts of the government. The siege wa'i 
lifted a year lah:r: :inc.I while internal peace was nol fully restored. no 
majnr h:rrnrist inci<knts o~·currec.I. 

With world agrk11!111ral prices rising. Gu:tlcmala 's ecnnt,mic 
statisti(" hrighknnl: though thi_s mrant little to rhc l:irgdy impovcr­
ishcc.J masses. Then: was alsc1 some progress in implementing the 
f?ovcrnmenr"s amhititius dc,·elopmcnt program. Jn recent years the 
numhcr ,,f 11grirnll11ral workers has declined·. while industrial an<l other 
urh;m laonr h;1s shown an incr1.·:1sc. · 

The oriJ,?in nf thl· (iuatl'malan Jewish c:omm11ni1v ci1n he traced had; to 
IX.tl\ . Jl,>c:111n1·111-. in lhc ard1iH'S o( lhl' lnq11i~i1icin in Mcxin1 \i1y . 
when· rh.: ·inq11isiti1111 had ils seal until IX~ I. im.lic:ifc rh;il Maminos 
htid lin·d in the country as far ti:ic:k as ihc colonial P.CriocJ. 

The fir st Jewish immigrants. who came from Germany and were 
rda1ed lo cac:h either in varying degrees. were rhc forcrunnl'rs of 
industrial de vdopmcn I ·in (i ua le ma la . 1 ri I X70 they Mf?ani;rcd I he first 
l·1,1111111111al grn11r. ;mll "l' rl' j11inl·d_hy a small n11mf'IN 11f Sephardi frws_ 
"ho ;,rrin·d a fr" yl·;ir.; latt:r. Hy 191_7 the st:ttlcmcnl comprist•d .. onu: 
~n J.l''' i-.h fan~i lil·, . ''ht' !!ath1.·r.ed on sci me on:asic1ns. 1.·spci:-ialf~· lo 

· · l..'l'khr;irc R11,h H:i-, lw11:1h ;111d Yom Kippur. Th..: first Jc:wish 
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ccmcrcry. whClsc l:>cginnings can .be traced to 19 1 ~. wao; located within 
the general cemetery of G11;1tcmala Cit y. The earliest gravestone. 
dated Ju ne fi.190J . was that of Soffa Alexander. In the 19~0~. there 
w;is an influx of Easl European :Jews. most of whom. howc..,·cr . 
considered Guatemala as a place of transit until they could immigrate 
to the United States. 

The first syn~gogue. named Maguen Da vid. was· constructed in 
1924-25 by the Sephardi community . which in those days numbe red 70 
famil ies. . 

Oy 19:?9 the Ashkena zi community had its.own board of direch1rs: its· 
first president was Julio Sicdkr. II · was not until 1%5 that tlic 
Ashkenazim built a Hebrew Center. "ith a synagogue ;ind social hall: 
t.hc)' had occupied rented premises since· 19JO. The Jew~ of German 
origin. who in 19JO numbered only 100. organized a Jewish Sociel)' for 
Welfare and Protection (S\'cied11d l~racl ita de Pro'tcccion ·\' Benefi­
cencia). By 194J their numher had increased to :?.'iO. This grour later 

· cslahlished the Reform Reth-El conl:!regation . of which all Jc\,·s of 
Gl·rman origin were now .mcmhers . · . 

The influx of rcf ugces from Nazi rerse<:ution made poo;s ihlc for the 
Jews of Guatemiila to contriti111e lo the commercial and industrial 
dcvelopmtnt of 1.hc <:tlllntry by establishing large dcparlmenr srorcs. 
import and export busincssc.s. and tc:i.t ilc. plastics . to}'. and 
leather-goods factMics. 

Communal Li/ e 

At f"resenl. the community numhered some JOO families (ahout I . ~00 
rcopk). most of them G11atcmalan-tiorn and some third-generation 
natives . Intermarriages rc;ichc·d a high tif ~X per ccnl in l'Hi.l. 

The representative inc;lit111i,1n. the Central Board of the Jewish 
\ummunily of Guatemala. consi'itcd tlf the three e:i.isting "'1ngrq;:1-
ti11ns: ~f<n::11c11 David (Sephard i); Hclm:w Ccnll'f . ( Ashkrna1iJ anJ 
lklh- 1 ~ 1 (frwo; of (ll'rrnan origin). It s <:11m:11t pn:sitknl \\'as N11hl·rti1 
Stein. The Central lh1an.l !lad jurisdiction over all matters perrainint: fo 

· thl' organ izatioi1 and the safety of the <:timmunity. which it re presented 
in official husin~ss with th~ authorities . The 'Jewish Sp(lrt Cluh 
rro viJed for· several <:t>mnrnnitics a garheririg .place for s,1.;ial ;111d 

'\ports <l<:livities. The ratriarc h of ·rhc kwish Cllnllllllniry. thl· 
11~-)·l·ar-old Enriqlll' En[!d. 1.·i1111in11l·d to hc." ac ti v~ ;ind n·ry mu'ch 
Ct10Ct.'rnetf about lhl· folc tlf thl' Jews in that l·t111ntrv: 

Rclil!itlllS SN\" ic<:s. \\'t• rt• hd<l · in rlw thra .~ .i· 11;1gc>EW<.''i of I hl•,c 
l ' t1mmuni1ics on the Sabha!~ and llll ho lid;~}~. hut attc:11lance has 

___ .. --··· ·-- .. .... 
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ccmctc;ry. whose beginnings can be tr&t<.:ccJ lo 191.( was located within 
the general cemetery of Guatemala City . The earliest gr.iyesrone. 
dated June 6. 190J. was that of Soffa Ale.xander. In the -19~(l ... there 
was an influx. of East European Jews. mes I of whom. however. 
considered Guatemala as a place of transit until they could immigrate 
to the United States. 

The first synagogue. named Maguen .David. was constructed in 
1924-25 by the Sephardi community. which in those days numbered 70 
fam ilies . 

Oy 19:!9 the Ashkcnazi community had its o'vn board of direch,rs: its· 
first president was Julio Sie<llcr. It was not until 1.%5 that the 
Ashkenazim built a. Hebrew Center. "ith a synagogue and social hall: 
the}' had occupied rented premises since 1930. The Jews of Gcrrnan 
ori~in. who iii 19JO numbered only 100. orgnniicd a Jewish Society for 
Wcffare and Protection (Sliciedad lsraclita de Protcccion y Benefi­
ccncia). Dy 194J their number had increased to :!)0. This grour later 
utatilished the· Refnr:m fkth-f.I congrcgalion. of which all Jc\, s nf 
Gl•rman origin were now mcmhcrs. . 

The innu~ of ·refugees from Nai'.i pcrsec111ion made pn-.sihk for the 
Jews · of Gualcmala tu contrihutc to the cnn:imercial and industrial 
development of the country by establishing l;1rgc dcp;irtment s1orc!i. · . 
import and expt,rl businesses. and le:\tilc . plastics. toy. and 
leather-goods fact(lries . · 

('cmwuuw f Li/ e 

At present. the community numbered some .100 families (ahout I .~on 
pcnpll·). most of them Guatemalan-horn and some third -generation 
natives . Intermarriages rca~hcd a high of 2X rer cen t in 1%.\ . 

The representat ive inc;ri111ti1•n. the Central Board of 1hc Jewish 
('cimmunity of Guatemala. consi'ited of the three e:\isting congrq:a­
tions: Magucn David (Sephardi) ; Hchrcw Cenll·r (Ashkt·n:11.il and 
lkrh-EI (J1.·w., ·11f Garnan oril!in). II-. cum:nt rn·sidl·n1 was lfohl·rh1 
Stl'in. The Central Uc1ard had jurisdktiun over <ill mailers pcrlainini; h1 
lhl• organi:1.atiun and the safety of the community. which ii rcpresen1cd 
in official husines!'i with the authorities. The Jewish Sport Club 

. provided for several <:o,nmunities a gathering place for social and 
spurts a<:1ivi1ies. The patriarch. of the Jewish t:l\nllllllniry. rlw 
1>.:!-r1.·ar-11ld Enriqut· Ent!l'I . ci,11tin11l·J 111 he active and very much 
'''""·crncd ahout thl' fa1c l,f lhl· frws in that l.t,untn·. 

Rdi!!iuus SL'T\'i\:cs wnl· hl'ld in 1lw lhr~ \' · s)· 11a~11!!lll:'.' \\( lhl''l' 
"°''rnmunitics on the Salibalh and 1111 hlilida}S. ti11t all~!~dan..:l· has 

. : 
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considcr:1lily folll'il oil. · Al the time of writing . none of the 
con1:re(?al ions had an ordained rnbbi. 

The univ Jewish school in Gu:-itcmala. the lnstituto Alhcrl Einstein . 
under thl· ·dirccl inn of Dean Pahlo Koplowicz . was buill in 1957. The 
cur~cnl enrollment in its kindergarten . elementary grades. and high 
sl·h,l1' l was l~O stmknls. It offe red . ii:i addition to the required secular 
curric11l11111. \·ourse ... in Hehn:w and sl·vcral Jewish subjects. 

Ciril Riglir.\ 

The ~·11·n~ti1111illll of (i11alcmal:1 . whose population of alm(isl six 
. million was IJO p<'r i:ent Catholic. guaranteed freedom of worship .for 
:ill. Allhc111~h Je.ws enjoyed full equality. some newspapers and 
pcriodil·al'i "''"' and then p11hlished antisemitic. and more· recently . 
anti-Zionist m<1tcrial. This was especially so durin(? the J97J Yom 
Kirrur war when. for example. the Guntcmala City lmp<1cto (Oct l>ber 
:!I. 197.l) l·arricd nn ;irtide daiming that the Jewish community hnd 
sent S~.'i million to lsrnel-'" hich was 1:-itcr denounced by the El 
Sal\";iJ11r Rc·portc• as a ".iolation of law-and thal 10.000 volunteers 
were standi nl! ready in Ccntr;1l America ltl fight for Israel. Ten J ays 
filler. L11 Nlldci11 carried antiscmiric remarks nlkgcdly made by 
Benjamin Franklin. to · which the ;111th(lr appended a. s1a1emen1 
supptHtin,: the Arah slates. Other r uhlicarions joined lhe camraign . 
:1n10nl! them {lfri11111 Horn and El (mpardal . Understandatily. the 
J'-·wish \.·01111111111i1y was ala rmed. 

For thl· la sl rhrc~ lkrndcs. thl·rc has heen no immigration of Jews to 
(iu:ikm;ila . except for a few relatives of Guall'malan Jewish citi?cns 
who were pl·rn1it1~J lo enter the country . Among youn~ Jews there 
was a grour <if quitc suct:essfol prufessionals who had official standing 
with th<; govnnmcnt. The community·s relationship with the Catholic 
church wt1s positive. with frequent contact between the two . 

Relcitim1.1; Witlr farad 

The government of Guatemala nctively supported the creation of the 
Stf'llc elf ls rad in I 9.i7. through the-efT orts of its representative in the 
United Narions . Jorge Garcia Granad\1s . who was .a member of the 
Comisi1ln Especial de las Naciones Unicfos rara Palcstina (Spccinl UN. 
Commis)<i,,n fM Pt1kstinC:). Dr . Garcia Granados described his tireless 
lahors in the hook . A.~i Nc1cio hrucl ("Thus Was Israel Born .. ). 
puhlish\·,! in 19.l'J. . · 
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Since 1hcn. lhc 'tics hctwecn the two countries have .been very close. 
Fotmcr President Arana paid· an official visit to Israel in 197:?. The 
Gtwtemalan-lsracli' Cultural fnsiitute hall been successful in foslering 
cooperation between the two nations. In this area .. Erich Heinemann. 
honorary general consul of Israel in Guatemala. was making . an 
outstanding contribution. 

'.! i The present Israel ambas~:1dor in Guatemala was ·Brigadier General 
ltzhak Pundak. · 

El Salvador 

Colonel Arturo Armando Molina. who was sworn in as the republic's 
new president in 1972 after a stormy electoral campaign. faced 
innumernhlc serious economic and r olit ical problems. Although the 

. country enjoyed gains from its high-grade .coffee in European C1nd 
other markets . its almost four million peopl~ still suff cred from 1heir · 
w~r with Honduras . despite diplonJatic talks in Mc .~ico City. The . 
economic.: burdens resulting from the 1%9 war. and the subsequenl 
paralysis of lrade wilh Honduras . called for badly needed reforms of 
lhe se mi-feudal land tenure system and lhe hardly less outmodt>d 
industrial enterprise in the larger lown< Alf this was.aggravated by the 
pere nnial prohlem of overpopulation. The country had one of the . 
highcsl population densities in Latin Americ::i-.W.J per cent fur lhe 
urhan population. 

JEWISH : C 01\1 M l ' NIT\" 

Jewish life in El Salvador dates back lo lhe first hutr of the l<Jth 
cenlltry. when a group of French Scph:irdi Jews sellk<l in rhc ccmnlry. 
They were followed by other Frcnl·h Jews . mosrl y Alsarians. in· the 
l'iecond half of the I 91h century and by l'iqme E::asl European an<l 
Oriental Jews in lhe 19:!0s. A small number .of refugees from Ne1zi 
Cic:rma'ny arrived aflcr World War If . Their l<Hal remained qui re small. 
with lhc present Jewish community counting some I :!O families. or J69 
perl'iC1ns . 

The Comunidad lsraelita <lf El Salvador. 'ufficiallv e!ilahlishcd in 
l'J44. has been ttic central communal and reprc~cntati\:c hotly . Hei>idl'!i 
itl'i eurrenl presidcnL Gc.orge Salonwn. the (ltrtstanding lcadcr!i in 
organizing and maintaining Jewish life ~ave bccn Herbert dc s,)la and 
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F.u~cni.t' Lichcs. hoth dc\."cascd. Liehes was president of the Jewish 
Ctlntmunity for m;iny years . The Jewish cemetery. established in 1.945. 
was supaviscd. hy the Hcvra Kaddisha. 

The l0 omm11ni1y·s syna{!llgtll' and social center were established in 
1950. In earlier years. servicec; and Jewish activities· took place in the 
homes of community members. Since 1958. religious life has been 
maintained by .Rabbi Alexander Granat: Besides teaching religion and 
Bihlc to boys in preparation for their bar-mitimli. he has been giving a 
course on the Bihlc ·and its origin to non-Jews. thereby impro~ing 
Christian-Jcw.ish rdations. 

No· Jewish school existed in El $;ifvador. (ts c;c~Olll"agc children. 
ni1mhcring soml· JO. were taught Helircw hy a volunteer teacher. Mrs. 
Perla l\kissner. 

The El Salvador Zionist Organi1ation was founded in 1945. and 
\\'JZO. !he Womcn·s lntcrnalional Zionist Organization. s<lmewhat . 
latc,r. The community also had a youth group. called Noar Shelanu. 

ThL· L'om.rit11tinn guaranteed freedom of worship to all Salvadorans. 
whli were.: prcd,1111inan1ly. Cathlllic. The gon:rnmcnl has IC1kcn ;1 firm 
Mand against discrimination and fostered a healthy relationship amlm!! 
lhc various rcli~ious groups. Very sporadically. the. press has carried 
some antisemitic rcferenccc;. and a numher of anti-Jewish hooks and 
brochures have hccn puhlished. 

Some. Jews· havt! excelled and held .high public posilions. Among 
thc·se were Carlos Dreyfus. who hecam~ governor of rhe State of San ·. 
Sah·:ulnr; Rcnjamin B l<wrn . ~vhn donated to the C<llintry a modern 
children's hospital beari1ig his name; and. mnrl' ren·ntly. I·: mes tu 
Freund. who \i.·as director of the El Salvador Board of Tourism. 

The Israel-El Salvador Cufrural fnc;titute. founded in 1956. lirought 
aliout ;111 ;11.:tive cultural interchange between the two ClHlntric-. . Al the 
same time. Israel honorary general consul in El Salvador. Ernesto 
Lict-cs. work~·d ro impart wider knowledge of Israeli nrlrure . Rrigadier 
General l11hak J>undak. brad amhassad11r hl El Salvador as well as hi 
Guatemala. did mu<.:h to bring ahout close relarions bcrwcen rhe State 
of Israel and Fl Salvador. 



. . 

·: .. 

Honduras 

Chief of Sl;ite Colonel Oswaldo f.,ircz Arellano. who had hecn 
consritutional president from 1965 tu 1971 ;ind returned to power in a 
bloodless milirary coup in December 197:?. initialed a popular 
revolution in an effort to save the counrr\" s rich na1ural resource~ and 
to achieve an agricultural reform . Ha.ving diim1lvcd !he National 
Congress and political parties. and set aside the constitution. he has 
adopted a so-called national development program lo institute urgent · 
reforms in ·the still primirive banana-expnrling· ecom,mr. Af1cr rhc 
1%9 war . <1 _numher of poh/ic-works projcc:ls were initialed " 'ith 
foreign aid. Rclalions between Honduras and El Salrndor remained 
strnined. i.incc no settlement could he reached on frontier demarcation 
despite a series of talks between their rcspeerive diplomats at .Mexico 
Cit}· . . 

Thl' rurulation of Honduras \\Wi ~.<J~~.000 . with .117.000 in 
Tq:11d g;1lpa. it~ c:;1pit:1I. Thl· l'Jill annual inc:11mc: per c.:apila was S~5 I. 
The illilerac:y in<.lcx Wil!\ .ft per t.·en r. The gn:at mi1j11ri1y was Calhtilic.:: 
all olher religi<ins enjoyed freedom of worship. 

Jf.WISH CO~OJl!l'\ITl" 

Marr<tnos lived in Honduras since colonial limes. \\"hen the cuunlry 
was parl of the Capitania Gc:iernl de Guatemala (General (aptaincy tif 
Guatemala). The proceedings of lhc lnquisililln attcstl'd 1t1 their 
presence. Very little else was known ;ihout th~m . 

Histuric<tl source~ n:nndccf that a kw. named Jac11 l111 Bail. wh(1 
livt·ci· in · this l"Ollnli"r (I s.i.L I l''JCJ) and. as n1nli<lant ,,f PrcsiJc nr :\far1."<l 
1\11n:lio S1l10. :1n·rt~d :111 C\pcdi ri1•11 of mercenaries allegedly prcpaH·J 
in the l :nitcd Sl;itcs ;1gainsl Ht111d11 ras. 

A small numhcr of Jews re.a1.·hcd Hon<luras in the l'Jth .ccn111ry. 
frnmigranls fn1m Central F.tmif"'C hcgan lo arrive in 19~0. ,\nolhl·r fr~,. 
famili1.·s from Pnlan<l 1.";1111\.· in l 'J2X. In l'JJ." H11nd11ra~ 11p1.·111.·d ii' d1111r\ 
In (icrman Jl·wish 'icicnti!\IS and cd111.·a1Ms. hul ,·cry few i:anw. him 
~1·ar-. latc:r. the go,·nnment rl'"lrit:tcJ tlu: l'nlry of ll'\\"' · Ho\\ l'\'l•r . 
many Jc\\".'\ were savcJ tl11ri1~g W1H·l<l \\';ir II '' hi.:n Ht111<l11r;111 l·1111,11I~ 
i'i,ucd visa~ and Ji:\~~rorts "' thl·n1. often illcE?ally. Thus. in the years 
t-cforc and after \\.'orld War II . thl' Jew is h l't1mm1111i1~ i.:r1.'''·· U~· 1•>..i: it 
r1111nl'l'l'cd 11'1; ;1nn\h1..·r ,,·..i Jn,:- i:allll' a )'l'ar lalcr. Thl' Ol'''l·omcr' 
~alhncll in privarc h11mcs for rdigit11t!i scr\'icc s and social aild 
.. ·1·:nm11nal .1cfi\'itil·s. partii:ularl~ ''' aiJ mt1rc ren·nr irnmigranr~. 

":""--...-- ·-- - ....... ·---··-·-··-----·· .... ·- .. . . . 
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There wa~ some emigration of Jews in the years following. so that 
the community today numbered 150. Of these. 86 lived in Tegucig~lpa. 
the capital of Honduras: 53 in San Pedro Sula. a commercial and 
industrial cenler. and the rest were scattered in other cities like 
Choluteca. Comayagua. and Tela. According to the 19.67 census. 42 of 
the R6 Jews of Tegucigalpa were children below the age of 18. Of these. 

·:?:?were off springs of mixed marriages . 
Communal life was minimal. The Comunidad Hebrea de Tegucigalpa 

sponsored some educational activities for young people . Its president 
w;is Helmut Seidel. WIZO and a youth organization. Maccabi Hatzair. 
carried on limiled activities. as did the Keren Kay.yemct le-Yisrael. 

Honduras h:ld no Jewish schools. Youngsters and children wishing 
to study Jcwi!\h subjects gathered in private homes to dn so. They 
generally participated in camp activities as well as in youth seminars . 
whkh were annually organized in diff ercnl eounlrie!i of lhc region by 
the Federnlion of Jewish Communiries of Cenrral America and 
P:inama. 

Honduras had only one synagogue. built 15 )'can ago in the city of 
San Pedro Sula. There was no rabbi or spiritual leader: religious 
services were Ctlnducted by a memb~r of the community. 

Ciril Ri$d1ts 

· Predominantly Catholic like the other Central American republics . 
Honduras guaranteed freedom of worship lo all other religio ns. There 
was no overt anti-Jewilih discrimination. though from time lo time rhc 
press carried. antisemitic material. A large group of Palest.inians living 

· in San Pcd·ro Sula has been used politically to express antisemitic and 
anti-Israel sentiments. While the community's relatioM wirh . the 
C:-1tht1lii: Churi:·h have been g<wd. there has been no c.l iah1gue between 
the (WO; . • 

Relations Witli Israel 

Relations hetween Honduras and Israel have been excellent. mainly 
as a result of the work of the fsraeli-Hondurian Cultural Institute . 
Israel Ambassador tu Honduras Eli Ncvo was also ambassador to 
Costa Rica. and had his office in the Israel embassy in San Jose . 
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Nicaragua 

The eart.hquake that virtually c!estroyed =the republic's capital. 
Managua. on December '.?3. 1972. left an estimated 10.000 dead and 
20.000 injured. an<l destroyed the homes of about half the city's 
400 ,000 inhabitants as · well as · most of the government and t>usincss 
buildings ._ The country's small industrial sector. which was lc,catcd in 
the suburbs. was aff cctcd only insofar as Managua's communications 
and utilities had been knocked out. 

The disaster'!ii political consequence was the public reemergence of .. 
General Anastasio Somoza Dehayle. whose faniily has dominated 
Nicaraguan politics and economic-; since the 19_,0s. He had ~ecn · ,. 
president from 1%7 to 197:!. and was harrcd hy the ~·,,nstitution from · 
scc..;kinr. imnt'cdiatc_ reelection. With the c1;1lp(.•rati11n of the opposition 
Cnnscrv<1tivc party . he. set up a triumvirate of one of it~ mcmt'ler-; and 
two of his own Nationalist Liberal party that w;1s to rtilc for an interim 
.period. During that time it was to revise the Clrnstitution tl1 enable 
S11mo1a to run for a new term . beginning in December 19i.i. But as 
l'hicf of the Armed Forces . he was able to seize. power earlier to dt:al . 
with the national ~mergenc}1 • 

Jt:WISH COMMU~lT\' 

Before the earthquake. some SO Jewish families. totaling :!50 pcr'.'ons. 
lived .in tfle c.ountn•. most of tlH:m i11 Managua . After the tragedy. a 
number of families emigrated. reducing tfi'C present .community to 1~0. 
Fortunately. there were no Jewish vil·tims. only -;nme lns~e~ ,,f homl's 
and husincsses. 

The n1111111uni1y can he trnn·d had• to 1~.i8 " :hl'll lhl· first inunigranls 
arrived fron'i Frant·c (Alsace.'). Germany. ;ind HollanJ. Olher~ arriwd 
rl'il l!'i latt•r. al the end or WNld W;ir I. from Pt.iland. Hungary. and 
l{umania. As in the · other Central America it republics. I nqui~ilit.1n 
proceedings indicated ·the presence of Marranos· during the Sranish 
period. 

Some. of the early Jewish s~tllcrs achieved prominence. Dcfoilc 
~\ Krauss. a journalist from Oa,·aria who came In !'licaragua as a. ''Cq 
- ~·oun·g man. hc1.:amc a general in th~ arrny.·Hc dicd in New Yl1rk City in 

l'l~Ci. Carlos Huck. who had hci.:n finanl·c minister of Nicaragua. and 
.'\ . Raczkicwsky. whll bec::ime maylir of l\fanagua. were of Jew ish 

dc.,eent. Huck called h'im!'clf a "Catholic Jew." The late Rene Schick 
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have come to the country to advise in the cst;ihlishment of agr.kulrurctl 
settlements and cooperation in forming. And Nicaraguan!. went to 
lsrnel to rc·ceivc training. in modern farming methods and to 'iludy 
,,,mmunity orga nii'C1li11n. Two ;1gri1;ulturnl c11l\1nics were givcn.-t.hc 
namcs·_"lsrael'." and "Jcn:salcn" in recognition uf the assist;inn· given. 
After the earthquake. a group of Israeli tc1.· hnkians \n· r1.• a'k1.·J h' 
come to Nicara!!ua lo make a spl•dal sllldy uf planning and .rebuilding 
th"• cily of Managua. 
-The Nic<1raguan-lsr;icli Cultural Institute. wirh its multiple activities. 

was thiing much to enhan1.·c 111H.lcrst:111ding and coup"'ration hetwcen 
1he two counlrics. 

..· 

Costa Rica 

Considered the Switzerland of the Americas. Coo;ta· Rica has lieen 
tht• most advanced and <lcmocratic among Centrnl Americ<tn nati11ns . 
lls rc~ular army was ah111ished in 19.t~ . :ind its rce!'tahlishment wa!\ 
forhicfdcn hy the constitution. Guardia Civil (Civilian Guard). 
consisting <lf 1.000 mcmbl'rs aml 'illll n1as1 ,;uanh. mai11tain"·d pl':tl'l' 
and sei:urit y in the 1.·u11111ry. Th1.·rc Wl·rc a l;irgl' number d sch11ul'. 
wi1h an l'lemcntary sl.'h11ul 1.'J tKal i1rnal program that rl·J111.·cd illiter:11.:y 
tu 11nly 11 per l.'cnt. 

('ost:1 Ric:i 's President Dan id Odubcr. clc1:tcd in llJ7.t. sllCl..'cedcJ 
l'rcsidcnr Jose Figueres Ferrer . who haJ .. hcld the office twice before 
(I 'W<-49 and 19.'i.'-5~). 
· The population of C<1s1a Ril-:r "ac; ~ .1150 .000. "ith .ioo.011(.l li\' in!= in 
the c:1pital. San J11sc. Al1lw11gh thl' b;1sis uf the crn1wmy l..'ontinucJ 10 
be agriculture. \\'ith Cllfke and bananas tht· important aops. there has . 
l•n·n l.'<lnsidcrablc growth 11f rna1111foc111ring in recent ~·cars . The 
a111111al per capit:i in.:llme wa-. 5:'<1.'i. The slate religion was Roman 
C'a1hulicism. hut olhe~ religil111., enjoyed full freedom . · 

Jf.WISll COMMt:~JTY 

'Tlw first kwis h irnm'i!!ra111s 11f C11st;i Hi1.·a "''-'.re Sl'ph;mlrrn fn1111 
( ·1iral..':111 ;111J Aruha . wlw b1:c:11110 :11:ri' l' a l th1.· cr1J ,,r 1h1.· !){th 1.·en111n . 
Thi, l!rt111 p disarr~c:tr1.·ll tl;r"u!!h ;"simif:1ti1111 . The r r1:~1·11 t kwi~h 
~· ·mmun ity wa!\ foumkJ by Turld~h anJ Polish k" ~. \\ho h:1,:an ''' 
llm\ inhl the country ·tn the ·1 'J:!Os . They were folio\\ i:d hy Gcrmatl and 

. . 

.. ..,.. . 



~--------------- · ·--·····~·- ·-··· 

. . 

'"\. . 

)94 AMERIC"AN JEWISH YEAR BOOK. 1974-7~ 

Gut ierrez. Nicaragua_'s preside.nt from .1963 to 1966. also was of Jewish 
origin. 
· The central communal organization. the Congregation Israclita in 

M:magua. \vas the focal JHlint of )('wish life. All the Jewish women 
hdon{!ed 10 WIZO. which w&1s founded in 1941. Nicar:1gua also had a 
B 'nai B"rith lodge. 

The C:lnly synagtigue. Beth El. arid its adjoining social hall were huill 
in 19'1..J. Thl·n: was no rnbhi; commu11i1y mt:m hcr:o; c11nd111.:tcd Sahhath 
"ml holiday Sl'rvin·s. Now and .then. a rabhi or cantor has been invited 
fn1m ahrnad lo ollici;1tc during the High Holy Days. The structu re was 
de~troyed in the earthquake . Quite a number of children and young 
reoplc have hccn scnl to study in the United Slates. some of them at 
the Ycshivath "forah Vodaalh in Rnioklyn. · 

The kwish ccmcll'ry of Managua. estahlish.ed in 19.15 . w·i1s managed 
hy the Hcvra Kaddisha. It is noteworthy' that some Jewish tombs 
fo"tmd in the cemetery of the city of Granada date hack to the year 
1~4~. . . 

('iril RiS?lrts 

As in the other n.:.publics . the vast majorit y (94. I per cent) of the 
:!.0~6.00(l Nic;iraguans were Catholk . Thac was nl'itha rcli!!i11 11s nM 

radal Jisi:riminatiun. hut there wcrl' sroradic anti.;c:milil' a lta\°k~ in the· 
prl"•s . lfrlati11ns hl't" c:c:n ·rhc: Jc:\1.:ish l'omm1111i1y and the Catfll>lic and 
Prull'slant Sl'l"h'rs were conlial. 

Rd(ltions Wit Ii Israel 

Relation~ herwccn Nicaragua and . fHacl have hl!cn very close si1\ce . 
the c.;tahlishment of the state. Nicar:igua was one of the first countries 
to support the creation of Israel. and has liccn 0nc (lf irs slalinche11t 
supp\1rters in the· United. Nations ever since. When former Presidi:nt 
Schic.k visited fsrnel before his death. he was officia lly received. hy 
then Pre·sident. Z;ifman Sharnr. Nicaragua had a nonresident Jsracl . 
amhass:ufor. Eli Ne\'o. also amliassador to Honduras. whose offices . 
were in the embassy at San Jose. Cost~ Rica . A distinguished member 
of the Jew ish ctimmunity was Max Nahman. honor:iry C<lnsul of Israel 
in Nil·ara!!lla. 

lsr;n·I has 1kvc:lorcd a diversified lcchnical a id rnigram in 
Nkaragua . Among the puhlic institutions rcci:iving such aid were the 
lnsti11110 Agrari,1 anJ the Banco Nacit111al ~c Nicaragua. Israeli c .\pcrt~ 

'· 
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Austrian rdU~l'\.'S h1.·1we1.·n l'JJCl ;ind l'JJX. c,1sla Ril:a was traJi_1innally 
Op(HlS\'J It' foreigners. and in 19J7. when the Refugee Economic 
fl)rpuratinn :11."ljllirl•d ;~ lr;u;t of land Oil which to SCl!lc Jews from 
Ccntr;tl Eururc. a rnurt rulcJ lhal the purchase of lantl by· a foreign 
company for. purpo.scs of scltlcment was illegal. lnternal unrest led to 
two other restrictions against Jews. (n 1948 Jewish legal status and . \ 
immigration permits were investigated. and all visas granted to Jews 
before April of thal year were canceled. And in 1952. during agitation 
for a . law rcsiricting Climmcrcial .-ictivities lt' Costa Ricans. Jewish 
homes <ind institutions in San Jose were attacked. At the end of World 
W;tr U . .-ihour 70 families . mostly young people who ~ttrvivcd the Nazi 
h'~locat1!>I. were permitted to enter the country. 

Thr present-day ~ommunity numbered some 1.500. most of whom 
lived in San Jose . A few established themselves in difTcrcnt rarts of the 
coun1ry. Their rc-presentative communal organi7.ation. the Centro 
lsrm:lila Sitinisla Jc Cosla Rica (Jewish Zi,misl Center uf C'Mt<t Rica) 
llf whidi all Ji:ws \\ere mcmlit:rs. was founded in 19JO. Its presiul·nt 
was t\liraharn ~kll1cr. · Olhcr ;u:tin· 1Hgani1ali1,ns were Wli'.O: the 
J"•\\ ish \\"1111h.·n ·s \\'cl fare Assm:ia1i,1n. which did all kinds tif charitable 
Wllfk . lhr11 t1i;fw11I 1 (le l'Ulllltry; IJ • nai B' rith: the /.il1nist }'llUth 
ur{!ani1.a1ion Hanoar. Hatzi,>ni: an Atid youth group. anc.1 a Jcwi~h 
srorts center. \\·here young anc.1 olc.I gather for hoth sodal and sport 
;11:1ivities. 

Outst;inding wa" the work carried on at the Chaim Weizmann 
Institute . the only Jewish school in Costa Rica. which had J50 p1~p i ls of 

."whom 15 per cent were non-Jews. It consisted of kindergarten : and. 
cl~mctllary anq ~ccondary grades. Its slafT consisted of the director. 

· Pn1fc"ssor Yehuda Rzc1.ask. and 35 teachers. 5 of whom taught Hchrew 
and Jewish culture. The schtH1l's curriculum complic~ with the 
requirements "ct hy the Ministry of Puhlic Educati(111. thus permi1t inJ,? 
its {!raJ1wh:s h' continue their st11Jies at uni\-crsities. The Jc wbh 
studies curriculum qualified s1ucJrn1s lo con tinue advanccc.I studies in 
the L'nitcd Slall'' or in Israel. . The Ministry tif Puhlil: Education of 
Costa Rka re1:ni;ni1ccJ Hehrcw <is one ,,f lhe foreign languages in the 
i>chcml "·urril.-11111111. · 1hus enabling s11_1,kn1s lo rc~ci.ve crcdi1 for 
H1:hrcw . and to take a final cxaminatitin in that language tmvard the 
h•1i:hdor's dcgn:l'. 

The ('o-.ra Ril."an Jewish community had only <lnc ~ynagogue. 
Shaarci Zion in San Jose. which was founded in .19.lll and rcn•ntly 
rchuilt. For the lir~t time ~ince its founding. it . ~ad an Orthodox rat-hi. 
The rnmmunity al'io had a cemetery nnd a Hevra Kaddisha . 

. . 
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Ci,•il Rights 

The allitmk of go\·t:rnmcnt toward thl· Jewish l:ommunily ha\ hccn 
most cordial. There was mo discrimination er persecution of any kind. 
As in the other republics of the region. here too there has been 
sporadic publication of an antisemitic brochure. or book. or an 
antisemitic article in the press. 

The Confratcrnidad Judio Cristiana. devoted to interfaith under­
standing. has been active in San Jose. It publi).hcd a bulletin entitled 
Shalo111. sponsored course!> and conferences. and did Jewish defense 
work. It maintained a large. well organized Jewish librnry. 

There have been several meetings in hehalf of the Jews in the Soviet 
Union. One organized in San Jose in March 197) and chaired by Dr. 
Benjamin Nunez. dean of the University of Heredia and former Co!'lta 
Rican nmhassador to Israel. was attended hy representations from all 
Latin American countri1.·s. The most recent meeting. the Reunion <lf 
f .:1tin American Women. h'ok place in April 1974 and was chaired by 
Cosla Rka's firsl lady. Mrs. Karen Figucrcs. 

Refation.'i Witl1 lsrnd 

Relations between Costa Rica and Israel were very friendl~'. dating 
had to the strong diplomatic and political support for the cstablil'h· 
mcnt of the state. Former President Jose Figueres called on Israel 
rwice to bring about even closer relati0ns. The Israeli-Costa Rican 
Cultural lnslitute has been doing important work in promoting better 
understanding and closeness. Israel. on its part. has given Costa Rica 
t«:chnical and scientific aid in various fields . 

Panama 

This small republic. situated on the isthmus that links America's 
north~·rn and !'>Outhern conrinentl'. has been goi:ng through a pcri<1J of 
rdalive political calm . General Omar Torrijos Herrera. ''ho in 1%9 
un<;eated the elected go\'ernment and ruled until 197~ as "'mmam.lcr­
in·c:hicf of the country's National Gu:ird. hns "ecn confirmed a!' 
"'Prcme leader with wide powers by ;111 As!l>cmbly C'f C11mmuni1y 
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Reprcc;cntatives elected with Torrijo 's sanction. Also in accordance 
with his wish . his appointee-. De me trio 0 .. Lakas . was elected pr.:sidcnt 
of the rcpuhlic . 

Panama ·s population y.·as l.f\ 19.000. of whom 93 per cent were 
Catholics. Freedom of worship was guaranteed to all others. 
Forty-seven per cent of the population was urban. with nearly 
one-third living in Panama City and Colon. The illiteracy index was 
~O.l1 per ·cent. Per capita annual income was a· relatively high $667. 
mainly as a .. rcsult of the economic stimulus pro"idcd by the Panama 
Canal. 

CP11stn1di11 n 11f llll' Canal. hq:1111 in IXXO tiy the French eni;:incc r De 
l.l·~,l' r' · ,,·;1s li 11ishe1I iii 1 111~ : it wa" 11pcnnl 1111 July I ~. l'l~·o . In 11)71 
ah11w. t-1.f• I 'l 'hips passl·d li1 ru11.,:h its t.:ah·s . 

P;111ama has granh.'lf the Unilcll Slall:s limited jurisdk1innal 
i11ltl111ri1~ · 1,1,·cr lhl' C:ln:tl Z1111l·. a strip of land l'\kmling f11r a dis l;rn~c 
11 f.liN: mill'' 1111 eilhn siJc 11f the waterway: hut a co nvention signed in 
Jun\' 1%7 that n11Hlifkd one 'iigneJ in 19~0 gave Panam;i dTective 
,(waci.,:nty on.:r it by pT11viding fN joint adrninistr;ilion (lf thl' Canal. 
The treaty was hrnadc.ned and ratified in 197.i . The Cam1I Zone was a . 
(rec purl and tine of the world's important tradi ng centers . Its civil 
s11\·ernmcnt. hcallh department. and security \\oerc headed hy a 
1?<l\'l' rnl1r . wh1' also \Vas prc.,ident 11f !he Pan:1mi1 C:111al Company. iln 
a!!cncy <'f lhc t:.nitcd Stales guvcrnmcnl charged with the mainh:nan~c 
an~ operatio1111f lhc canal. · 

.IEWIS ll COMl\l l :Nrn· 

It.has h l.'l' ll sai~l rh;it the Jewish nmrnlllnit y of Panama Wil'i lhl· nl1kst in 
Ct·111 i·:i1 ·1\mt·rt\·a : Till· lirsl kws who af'fi\'l'd in Panama in- !he lf11h 
,,.~nimy ·,~·ac· nf l.)utch anti P11rt11g11csc origin. In 11nr1 tlll:ir num!"ler 
was in1.·n:;1,cd. by immigrants from Cura~:w. Jamaica. S:1int Thomas. 
lforhadus. Md the Virgin Islands. wh1l settkd in the city of Colon on 
the Atl.1111ic ~u;1s t anti cstahlishcd the Kol K11dcsh Yaacov <.:o mmunitv . 

\\.'hen ,\·ork 1111 lhe Panama ( anal liq:an in l!<XO. there was an infltrx 
of E11rnrl·ans:- Panama City ~cc;1111 c an a~tivc center . The Kol Shcarit 
Ism<:! comm1111if\'. founded in 187<1. attral'lcd Jews ''' Dutch and 
Pt1rt11g11t''iC ·11ri~in. as well as ncwcomer'i from the Antilles .· . 

In the yc:ars 1'cforc and after World War I. Sephardi Jews rnmc from 
North Afril:a . the Bulkans. and several countries of the MiJdlc E:.1st. · 
Thcr1.• was ;1J-.,; an ;\<;hkenazi immigra tion frnm P4'.'land. R11~sia. and 
R•1P1a11ia . and · the ~ommunity grew "·hen Austrians and Gcrma11s 
l•l'!.!;111 tt1 arri,·c ju~I heforl· \\'orld W;ir II. A. fc \\' y~a rs later. 1hc 
Ashhn:i1i ·group fnundi:d th1.· Bel El ~ 11ngn:gati11n . \\·hilc !he varimr~ : 

... 
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Scphar<li Jews joined the Shcvct A him ~ongrcgalion. founded in 19J I 
&inJ now lhc largest congrc!!alion in Panama. 

The present Jewish populatiCln wa:i; 2.500. Clf whom ~ .200 lin:d in 
Panama City. and the rest in Colon. Chitrc. David . Bocas de! Toro. and 
cl<;cwhcrc . · 

The Jewish com·munity of Panama has been a very active one. with a 
variety .of institutions. among them WIZO. B'nai B'rith. the Zionist. 
Organintion of Panama. and a numticr of youth grours . The Hebrew 
C\~ntral Council was rhc c1.·ntral coordinatin1rins1i1111 i1111 for Kol Shl·arit 
hra1.•I. Bl·t El. Shl·vct Ahim. and lhc H11man Rights C1'1mmilll'1' of 
n'nai H"rit_h. II was fo11111kd in 1%.1 hy ~losh1.· l\·litr:id1i. \\'h11 ha.;_ 
n·mai11~1I ;11:1iv1.· l\l this \l;1y . It s prcsitkl\I. M;111ud Pcrdi.'i. h;r" hlTll 
pw11H1lin.i; d11Sl'r ti6 and joi111 pro~rams among all scclors of rhc 
kwi1d1 n11111111111i1y. 

Panama hall four syn;i!!OJ!Ucs: tlH1sc of the f\.111 Shcaril bracl. Bel El. 
;ind Shcvt:t Ahim cumrnunitie.;. ;ind a fourth in rhc Canal Znne that 
11:1 .., hc:cn 1•stahlishcd and ri1ai111ained hy the Narional Jewish \\'clfarc 
lh1&1rd in the Uni1cd St;1tes . The.: Kol Shcarit Israel synagoglll' was 
lkform: its spiritual head has been Rabbi Joseph l\tclamc.:d. The.: Bet El 
and Shevct Ahim coni:rcgalion<; were Orthodox. The pulpil of the 
former was vacanr: Zion Levy was rahhi of Shevcl Ahim. The rabtii or 
the Reform synagogue in !he Canal Zone. A. Grinspan. rninislnl·J to ' 
the :-.mall !!fl'llP or kws li\'ini; in thar part of the country. K11I Shearit 
lsr;1cl and She\'ct Ahim each had their l1wn ccmetcril·s . 

Th1.· thrl'C communities-of Pan:1ma join tl y tin;incl·tl lhl· l'\lablishml"nl 
in 1 11~ .l 11( thl· Alhcrl Eii1sll·in lnslit llll'. a sta1t.·-n·c,1gnill·d k" ish da~ 
":h11ol \:l1mprisi11g kimkrgarren. c.:kn11.•n1ary sch1111I. ;inti high ,,h,1111. 
Thl· ln"t.ilure·s cnrollmcnl \\"'" slij!htly nwre lhan ')011 pupils. one-third 
,,( ''· hc.111'1 \H'fl' imn-Jew" induding ilw sc.ins 11( Pa11a111;1·s l!ll\'l'rnml'lll 
111lici;1ls . The ·school had a 1ead1inc ~lalf of :iho11t ~O. Some of the 
in-;tructors c.1f lktircw and Jewish Sl;t'ijci:ls i:amc f rum lsr;1i:I. tiu1 "1.'rl' 
hirctl 11n a limited-rime.: hasis . Olher!-- were uaduarc.:s 11f the All'il·rt 
l·: inslein s1.·hc.1ol who h;id ren·i\'1.'d th1.·ir pc.:d:;gc.1!=it: lrainini; in l"ra\.'I . 
l"h1.· "1.·hool"" llirl"clor. the wcll-k1111w11 i11tcllcl·111al and c.:duralor l>r . 
lles1cJ Kkpfiv. had hcen pwfc.:-;sM al rhc Nalinnal l ' ni\'C:r-.ity 11f 
l'anama. The c;ch11ol's n:p11lalil1n mul prc-;tige as an c.:d11rnti1H1al cc·nh:r 
"'"' ocellcnt 1hrn11ghnu11h1.· country. 

C ·;,·it Rigl1t.'i 

Thl· kwish t:ummunity "·11j11y"·u full rl"lil=il' ll'i fn·,·d1•r.1 :111J the.: hi~h 
rq::ard nf the.: ~1n· l·rn1.11l·11t a11il lhl' Pa11a111a11i;111 pn•rk. Thal· ";1" n11 
tli,nimin<1ti1m ur \l\'l"r\ anti,cmitism. A very fc.:v. inl.'il.knts c.1f 1hi~ kind 

. _:._? 
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could he traced to· individuals or groups having neither political power 
nor roots iri the repuhlic. 

· Numerous Jews have held "high public posts. among them Dr. Max 
Del . Valle.· whll was vice-president of lhe coup try and a ·presidcnt i11I 
c:1nJidall·: Eli Ahho. presidential secre lary: Sholcm Clikslierg. 
ccooomic ;~dviser llHhe president ; Herbert De Castr<'. founder of the 
Nation.al Symphonic <in:h~c;tra . and a number of members of 1hc 
Assembly of Community Rcprescnlalives like Moshe Cohen and 
Nessim Bac;san ." 

The Jewish community's relalions. with the Catholic church have . 
always been marked by mutual understanding and solidarity. 

Rc:lc1timu Witli Israel 

Through the activities carried out by the Panama-Israel Cultural 
·institute close ties of friendship have been cstahlished bet\veen the two 
countries. Mordechai Arbel was Israel amtiass:uJor to Panama. 

Federation of Je,vish Communities of 
Central A1nerica and Panan1a 

In 1%J a t:rnup of leaders of v:uious Jewish communities of Central 
America met in the city of Panama to discuss Jewish life in their 
rcspe'<:tivc countries. At this meeting the idea was b"rn to establish a 
federation that would unify all communities of the area and direct joint 
.efforts in · various fields of Jewish activities. Then and there the 
pcirlicipant5 established the Fedcracion de Comunidades Judias de 
Centro-America y Panami1 (Federation of Jewish Comm11ni1ies nf 
Central Amcril.."a and Panama; FEDECO) as an instrument to serve and 
unify it'> affili~11cs. the six Jewish c.:ommuni1ies . The charter. which 

. desigr:iatcd th~ Fcdcratiqn as the pcrnianenl rcprcscn lative hody of the 
Central American communities . provided that it encourage closer 
cooperat.ion and mutual assistance among its constituents to create a 
fa\'orablc climate for educational. cultural. and Cllmmunal intcr­
chani;::; that it. ah1wc all dse. give utmo~I allcntion Ill yout h rroblcms 
and to .the 1:nntin11i1y of organized Jewish tifr in the n:rqhlics. The 
Fcd1.•ratinn was alc;o empowered ltl maintain dose tics with Jewish 
communitil-s all over the world and with international Jewish 
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. Letter to the Editor: 
Day after day, the headlines report. dire events 

south of the U.S. border: Insurgency and 
counter-insurgency, staggering economic pres­
sures, widespread drug traffic--the llst of prob­
lems plaguing . that part of the world seems 
endless. But there is good news to balance the . 
bad. And the most exciting is the restoration of ·. 
constitutional governmept in countries where· :· 
repression and terrorism have .long ·prevailed . . · 

In the past year and a half, free elections have ·. 
replaced,repressive military regiines in Argen-··. 
tina, Brazil, Urugµay, Perue, and Bolivia. With · 

. the exception of Uruguay, these countries do not:.· 
f havestrongdemocratictraditions. In Argentina, · 

I
, the recenUy defeated .military regime restored 
. to a ruthless state terrorism to combat anti­
government terrorism; and in the other coun­

i tries, the people have also. lived with political 

I 
turmoil or military dictatorship for deca~es on · 
end. · · 

j These countries are now attempting to deal 
I with their massive problems through demo­
! cratic pluralism and the rule of law. Argentina 
i has already demonstrated its commitment to 
l constitutional processes by bringing to trial the 
'1 generals and admirals a~cused of the worst 

violati9ns of human rights. And the other newly 
1 elected governments are also pledged to insti­
i lute meaningful human-rights protections. They. 
! need all the encouragement and help the U'.S. can 
· give them--for if they succeed, the people of 
.. Latin America may come to believe there are 
effective alternatives to the terrorism and re­

: pression that rule tQ.eir lives. 
; . Sincerely, 
! J . David Levy, President 
~. St. Louis Chapter · 
1·:' American Jewish Committee 
I• . 
. -· . .. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA: A· 9'DCl:ROUNDER 

Sergio Nudelstejer, Dl~~or, 
Mexican and Centrdl ·Amerlcan Office 
. International Relations Department . 

American Jewish Cazaf ttee 

For the last several years, Centr«1l America has become ·d very 
special focus of attention. With the problems of the lnternational debt 
crtsls, and poLitlcal and social upt\e«lv4ill in Centrdl · America, thls ared 
ls frequently in the headlines of the newspapers. ,Jhe principal 
underlying causes of the confllc~ ·•re the political and economical 
lnstabil lty .ln the region • . 

Geographically, Central America cgaprlses the following coun~ries: 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Hondurds, Belize, Nicara9ua, Costa Rica and 
Pandma, with Nicaragua the largest (57,141 square miles) and El Salvador 
-the· sma.l lest (8,Z60 square miles)-. Cuatemala ls the most populous (7 .7 
million) and Bellze the least (160,000). 

The Central American conflict has been dCcentUdted by the social 
and poll t .lcal ideology of the Sandlnlstd ·regime ln Nicaragua. The 
attitude of the Government of Nicaragua .cle.trly shows Its pro-Cuban and 
pro-Soviet stance. Neighboring countries such dS Honduras and Costa 
Rica feel thredtened by the Nicaraguan cll'my .ind there have been a.number 
of clashes , whJch may well lead to an explosion in the region. 

- --:- : ,. . 

. The "Contadora" group, fanned by representdtives of Mexico, Panama, 
Colombia and Venezuela, has tried to flnd a viable ·solution to - the 
Central American conflict. To this end, it has met a number of times 
with the governments of the five countries of the area (excluding 
Belize), looking for a way to reach an -acceptable solution·. In fact, it 
ts currently meeting and will continue to do so through the first pc1rt 
of November • . Recently, the Contadora Cr~.up h~s gained the support of 
other .Latin American countries, k.nown dS the . (-!ma Croup," which 
includes Argentind, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay. · · · . 

. · .. .-When the· Sandin istas came to power by ·overthrowing the Somoza 
government in 1979, there were no more than a dozen Jewish families left 
in the country; virtually all the others -- some 40 fam.ilies -- had 
departed voluntarily to rebuild their lives elsewhere. Two members of 
the Jewish commun.ity were placed under arrest and accused of being sup­
porters of the Somoza reg.ime, but were later freed. Today there remain 
only three Jewish couples ln Nicaragua. 
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The one synagogue that exists In the capital city of Mdnagua is at 
present 1~ ·die hcJnds of the government and a high-ranking member of the 
Sand l nlst:a 'Party has offici:al ly said that hls government is ready tu 
re.furblsh .dtld ·restore the synagogue and give 1 t back to the Jewish 
community. ·In tile absence of a Jewish commun.tty, however, the problem 
ls who will accept res_ponsi'blH.~y for the .. ~ulldlng. 

·.· .. ·.• :· ·. · 

Wlttt reg.iird to the Sandin(sta Gove~nment's- r.elat.i'ons with Israel, 
Israe l's ctnas sales ·to the former · Somoza regime have left a bitter 
legacy in NiCdragua, one which the PLO ls continuously using for its 
ant l-Zioni·st cmd anti-Israel l purposes • . ·During the revolution. against 
the SOfQOZd dictatorship, the .PLO gave military support and training to 
the· Sandini:st.S· dnd today they. maintain an of flee ln Managua with a 
large stdff. ·seefcing to spread their lnfluence to .other countrles in 

· latln America.. - · · · 
• • • • • • . : ;· : !.' .• ·, •• : .. • • .: .• , 

E~ · · Sdlv.advr ts· ·~mother country that has for many years ·suff.ered .the 
attacks and ·subversion of strong guerrilla groups whose aim has been the 
overthrow of tlte dlffet"ent governments," including the present· regime of 
Jose Napol~n'Dudrte, wh.o wds · elected. president through .democratic 
elect tons. 

Some o~r count:rles in . the area are moving towards a democratic 
form of govenment. Guatemala·, for example,. is expected to hold free 
elections in ~vember, dnd is seeking to change from . a military regime 
to a freely-elected government. ·Elect tons will . also soon be held in 
Hondurds and Co·sta RJcd, the latter, of course, being ·a long-standing 
model of democracy In Latin America . 

- ·· . ·, . .... . -. 
I . ·: . ........ . . • I ' 

Most of tile Central American countries have small Jewish communi­
ties. In Cuatemala, there are dpproximately 1,500 Jews; ln El Salvador, 
from an earlier Jewish population of 300 only 100 remain; the Jewlsh 
community .of Honduras hds about 150 people; Nicaragua's orlgln'c1l 130 
Jewish members now nt.anber only seven; the Jewish community of Costa Rica 
totals l,500 people; dnd Panama has the largest Jewish population in 
Central Amerlca -- about 5,000. . · 

More than ~wenty years ·ago, a Federation of Jewish Communities of 
Central America and Panclma, known by its dcr.onym :FEOECO, . was . formed wl th 
the purpose of unlt f ng the df..fferent Jewf.sh communities, Jmprovlng t heir 
programs of education and youth groups, and permitting an exchange of 
information ~n developments IR the respectlve coovnunlties. From 
FEOECO' s beginnl.ng, the · Ameri.can Jewish Committee has colldbordted 
closely and AJC representdtives have attended almost all of fEDECO's 
bi-annual meetings. 

Imbued with a deep sense of Jewt·sh identity and concern about tlleir 
future, especially about the younger generations, some of. these conmuni­
tles, with great effort, maintain Jewtsh schools, synagogues, rabbis, 
youth movements, Jewish sports centers dnd a strong feeling of kinship 
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with the State of Israel, as well as very good relations with other 
Jewish communitles ln Latin America and in the United States. AX 
during two decades has been in pennanent contact with these indlvidu.tl 
communities, trying to assist them through programm.ing, dlstrlbutlaa fif 
mater.lals and delegation visits. , 

It should be noted that both Costa Rica and El Salvador have mowed 
their embdssies from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, notwithstanding the threat 
of polltlcal and economicdl pressures from the Arab world, and, with the 
exception of Nicaragua, all the countrles of Central Americ.i enjoy close 
bilateral relationships with Israel. .At the UN, for example, these 

_countries have demonstrated strong support for Israel. 
. -

Although the Je~ish conrnunitles in Central !tnerlca are relativel y 
small in st ze, they maintain a very act l ve Jewish life and are con.:.. 

_ stdered by each of their governments to be an integral part of ~ 
f.abric of thei'r country, active i.n the economic, social and ~ultur-dl 
spheres, and seeking .to ·make a contribution to the development of · the 
region. At the same time, like their fellow citizens, they are deeply 
troubled by the confllcts In the area dnd the thredts such lnstabllU;y 
pose for the future. 

October 1985 
9980-(IR0-4) 
11 /S/85 gn/ sm 
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COftJ3UN~DAO -..JUCJA DE GUATEVJALA 
APA~TADO POSTAL 502, GUATEMALA, CA 

SOME HISTORICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE 

· JEWISH COMMUNITY OF GUATEMALA, AND IT'S ENVIRONMENT 

" . 

·There are two reasons to consider the present condition of the 

Jewish -Conununity of Guatemala, and its previous history, as an 
• 

enlighte~ing story in the stream. of the Jewish life in the 

Diaspora, ~amely: 

l. Migrations in,· at least, different areas of the world, in 

different epochs,brought along different mentalities, which 

never merged, still present throught .their second generation 

representatives. Up to very recently, with the superpower's 
. . . 

confronta.tion in Central America; and · the economical crisis, 

these Jewish_ groups have .been challe~ged to solve their own 

cultural differences, · in order to face the dangers of 

extinction, assimilation ·· an~ imported antisemitism • 

2 . · Guat~la, the country where Jews have been dwelli·ng as such 

more than one century is a-two-fold society:. one ·integrated 

by _descents .of spaniards that interming\ed with the original 

inhabitants, duri~g four hundred years, which, together with 

a limited amount of foreigners, formed the modern Guatemala 

Republic, 163 years ago; the second, comprising by 2/3 of 

the countrie ' s population are pure indian descents, that 

developed their cul·ture -originated more than five thousand 

years ago- in this area , called Mesoamerica. 

.-

.. 
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'l'hus, _ .. £or more than a hundred years, Jews have been exposed in 

Gu_atemala; to .. two different concepts of life, besides their own: 

one, crearly el.lropean and chri~tian (catholic predominantly), 

and the .other, a traditional indian culture struggling. for survival 

as .a civilization, altho~g~ interrupted and contaminated, not 

· weaker . ~n identity and it's set of. values, tha.;i: the prior one . 

The former .society is also contaminated by the values of the USA 

and ·Mexican ·civilization, that come along thr<;>~gh TV programming, 

advertising and consumer's products and habits. The national 
; • 

identiq 0£ this piece of the socie_ty, is less defined than that 

of -the. iJ:ldjan portion, which has a strong identity. 

·'In .. recent years, . the nucleus of the indian people in the highlands 

of the. country, · has ·undergone a horrible experience, For more than 

six consecutive ,years, ·the left political o:x;:-ganizations that . ~ 

dec.ided _.to ~ge . the officiai society ' through revolution, selected 

and prepared ·this indi·an pop~lation for subversion, w_i th training, 

·money arid organization that came from abroad. 

Complete indian families were hired :by these orga.nizations that 

· selected efficiently those indian connnuni ties know?) fo.r their proved 

~ggresiveness, to work in the building of hidden hospitals, 

warehouses and unde~ground shelters; some wo+ked as courriers, 

and women prepared adecuate clothing a~d - cooked for the incipient 

undercover arni.y. 

: ~ 

. ,! 
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Some indian ·towns collaborated willingfuly, others merely sold . 
food and knitware; .some did not oblige, and wh~n open operations 

started,. these non cooperative towns were ·badly hit by the 

"guerrilla": goods were· confiscated, ·men were to provide slave work 

for them, govei'mnent civil officials were murdered, health centers· 

and other of£icial. bu,ildi~gs . were ·put on fire! roads were blocked 
... 

by cutti'ng trees, an~ vehicles were destroyed .·so that men and 

products coul.dn't 1n0ve. 
~· 
I 

It was a · .~iege, and a state of war activated, with the direction 

and initiative in' hanQ.s of the "guerrilla". It took .. some time for 

the Guatemalan ~ to respond. · When this re~pon.se came, it 

included an ' intex.n.ational. position of neutrality in the Central 

American con£1.ict, regarding .Nicaragua, to which the Soviet 

counterpart ·had to correspond with a suspension of l~gistic aid to 

the subversive •. · 

This lack of . aid, :.plU.S an effective counter action from the 

Guatemalan Army, forced . the ~guerrilla" out of towns and roads · 

forcing them to £lee to the mountains, where they still have their 

hide-outs and : mil.ita.ry .camps. · The vacuum of power was then filled 

by ·the Army in a very effect;Lve .action1 but emi>loyi~g a type of 

state terrorism system, exerted over the "gu.errilla', that involved 

the indian population of the area. 

As a result of the threat and m~nipulation of the "guerrilla", plus 

the terrorism applied by the Army., thousands of indians were · ki'lled 

... 



: ,, 
i 

-
" i 
., ·: -

" 
: 

;:' : 

.. i 
: ', 

: 

; 

·{ 

; 
! 

! 
I 

.• 

-4-

and towns were burnt.. The traditional .indian life and culture was 

fully distressed, and thousands of · re~gees escaped . to Mexico. Now 

the remaining .portions of the indian communi~es and some thousands 

of refugees were o~ganized in civil patrols to fight the ."guerrilla"; 

mainly women and orphans are commi~g back ·to . restore life in new 

towns that are being built : by the .Army, who now '.feeds them and 

· protects them, ~gainst the "guerrilla•. 
... 

During this ordeal, in these towns, the tradi~~ional indian mentality 
• 

had to b~ abandoned. The ancient religious. experience of their~ 

elders, couldn't give a solution to this new chaJJenge, that came . . . . ... 

to them from a foreing society, and coUl..dn't protect them from death 

and .extinction of complete·. comm1mj ties-

A new "truth · criteria""is . or'.i-ginati~g in the new ·towns, built by the 

Army, together with agencies . of development·, with the opposition of 
. . . 

the Catholic Church, whose leaders can .not p.redi.ct · to what form of 

life this new o~ganization .is conducting, and what means of control 

there will be in the future. 

These indian communities could not use their traditional paradigm 
• 

of life, to face this new ·and horrible realiq.,, .in .spite of thei·r 

strong identity., · their sense o·f .belongi~g, and .. their hea'lthy values. 

One way or the other, the paternalistic . act~9n of':the Army and the 

governI!).ental · agencies, is implanting sol.utions · to· the crises, arid 

origin.ating a new .paradigm, that might replace · the old one. 
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Now, we ·should go back to the J .ewish life in Guatemala; a co~act 
.:, 

historical survey sha~l preceed to the presentation of the .actual 

situation of this diminishi~g Jewish Guatemalan Conununity shattered 
. ; 

' ' by the winds of. war, .. that torment the country's national . commWl.ity. 

The existance of Jewish families in Guatemala at ·the . time 0£ 13le 

iberic .c'onquest and early colonization, is re~ealed by documents o:f 

the spanish inquisition (El Tribunal del Santo Oficio) that iDdicate 

that trials had been initiated against Jews it;t Guat~-nala from 1566 

to 1572~ ,. Because of eartquakes . and heavy volcanic activity, tli'ese 

trials had taken place in Mexico .. In one of these trial.s, a certain 

Francisco Millan, son· of portuguese Jews orig~nated in Utl:'era, 

revealed the existence of more than thirty people amo~g tbsm 

artisans, teachers, etc. of Jewish or~gin established in Guatemala. 

A la~ge amount of converse Jews (despectifbly .called nmarranosa: · -

swine); . had come to Guatema~a. when th·e ki~gs . Felipe II and .Fe.l.ipe 

IV authorized their m~gration in excha~ge for money, to this American 

area. The largest po~tions of this Jewish m:tgration came .to .this -

area, from 1601 to 1625, wher. · the risk of being discovered, j~ged, 

confiscated, tortured and burned alive by the "Santo Oficio", was 

. greater in . Europe than in the new· Continent. BY. anyhow, they · 

couldn't live openly as Jews, duri~g this spanish reign. 

~·· 

By 1865, when Quetzaltenango (actually the .second la?="gest .city) was 

the corn.~ercial and cultural center of the already independent 
.. . 

0 RepUblica de Gua·temala" (Guatemala City· by the time was only an 

: administrative center) was the time when german Jews arrived to the 



. ! 

country and established themselves in ·that .city and were actrve 

in · trade and commerce. After the earthguake in Quetzalte.nango of 

1902, most of them .decided to .move . to Guatemala City and reinstall 

their bussiness there. 
. , 

-This german migration b~ought with .tham the nationalistic ideology 

of. the new German nation. They consicered themselves as 11 germans 

of .Jewish faith". 

From the years 1920 to 1930, .there was a considerable migration ~f 

Sefardic Jews, ·that c·ame from .Palestine (at the 'time in economical 

depression), Egypt, Syria and other countries of that area . 

. After but almost at the same time, A.shkenasi Jews arrived from Rusi a, 

Checoeslovaqui~, Hungary and . ~ola:-...d, :mos~ly via Cuba, trying to get 

to Mexico and the .USA • 

The first signs of a.11 organized · J'ewisb life in Guatemala, · start in 

1913, when the Socie·dad Israelita de .lle.neiicencia was founded 

l~gally with the Government authorization by the· german colony, 

with the objetctives of establishing a Jewish Cemetery, and provide · . . . . 

- . 

help to Jews. This remained the only ~ewish organization until 

1930, when the Sefard:ic Jews established the Congregation: Sociedad 

Israelita Maguen. David, and the Ashkenassi group formed the .. , ... 
"Asociaci6n Centro Hebreo de Guatemala" ... Both Corigr~gations have 

legal by laws authorized by ·the Government. 

The Maguen David Society took the initiative to build the first ·­

. · synagoge, but all groups contributed. It was inaugurated in 1938. 

I 
! 

\1 
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After a failec attempt in 1934, .:.n 1946, the Zionist OrgCilliz~tion 

wa_s . started with its l~gal by lc.ws and active merr.bership. WIZO . 

had existed since 1941 and. it was quite active, ·indeperiden_tly, up 

to very recently. Now it conformes with: Ma.ca.bi, _,B'nai B'rith, -

Keren Hayesod, Keren Kayemet·, _Igrot, Centro Hebreo; ~guen David 

and Bet-El, the:· Consejo Central d_e la Ccmunidad Judia de Guatemala. 

Twenty years ago, the Community had more ·than fiftaenhunO..red souls, 

and several organizationswerc:; very active, such as fhe MJ:.C.l~i:, a·nd 

MAC.n.BI ·HATZAIR, a social and sport Club cal..led .. Centro Deportivo 
~ . . 

Israelita (C-.D. I.), and a.'1 i ntegrated school for nurse=Y .and 

elementary education na."!led "Institute Einstein", .with an .average of 

120 pupils. 

Five years ~go, neither one of t~ese institlltions existed ~ctively 

anynore.. The total population of the Comm1mj ty decresead to 750 -

people, with scarcely two hund~ed families. Some 0£ ·the . ~amilies . 

.. . . 

left the country because the eco~omical conditions deteriorated 

rapidly wi~h : the internal war; bad prices for exports, ~~ggerated 

expenditures· of the Gove:rnm?nt, tha_t orig_inated ~ fall of the · 

national product index plus 5. 7% up to minus 3%·, the destrllcti.on of 

the Central American Corn..uon. Market, . plus other maladies. These 

conditions were similar but not worse than · those of other 

Latinamerican countries . ""• 

·Another group went to live in Israel: fifty people just in 5742. 

They were ·young and productive persons of high cultural level 
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appreciated in Israel. Actually the originally Guatemalan J<?WS -

liying in Israel total more than 100. 

Very few fa.""ililies left the cou.nt.::y because of po'litical risk. 

Only those shich had experienced kidnappi!lgs (four prominent Jews 

were .murdered) or received threats of kidnappings. 

Probably the largest single cause for the shrinki~g of the Community 

has bee.n as Simila ti on I and the Cc::nmuni ty I s leadersh.l,°p is aware 'of 

the problem. 
,. 

The three religious Co~gr~gations are still alive, but not very -

active .. There coexi·St three dofferent rites (orthodox, conservative, 

. and reformist) but .not a - Rabbi. 

The Central Coilncil.of the Community could hardly meet ·to -take . - · 

. actions. 

Then, a group of activists originated ·by .the Co~ncil, decided ·to 

create an Association ·of i~cividuals to act in parallel to .the 

Council· of institutions. This decission originated a revitalization 

of many activities. During 5743 and 5744, the weeckly ·meetings .of 

the CJG (Comunidad Ju.aia de Guatemala) , joined· more than Fi·fteen ._ 

person.s~ ..... ··A Corr.rait-::.ae ·of ·organizatio:i: takes:--:care ·of .external .... :.. -

relations of the CJG, and various other Co::nmj.ttees cope w.i th 

internal problen1ati·c. An orthodox Rabbi for · the - Congr~g·ations and 

a ·couple of israeli teachers for the sunday school are about to -

be hired by the Communi .. J;y • 
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The revival of the leadership of the Community .is coincidental 

with the deterioration of the international wor.ld image of Guatemala. 

The New Left that has to cover the manipulation of the "guerrilla", 

and several churches and institutions for human rights, have 

attacked the people of Guatemala, .along with ~ts military regime . 

The aid for development was interrupted and the Jewish Communities 

of the USA were active in this possition , acti~g accordingly to 
b 

human rights violations. The O~ganization Coriunitte of the CJG 

contacted' the Latinamerican Jewish Leadership and A;JC, ADL, HIAS, 

WJC and NJCRAR, in USA, calling for a Convention of FEDECO 

(Federacion de Comunidades Judias de Centroamerica y Panama·) , a -

regional institution founded 23 years ~go, t hat was ~gonizing for 

the past four years in Costa Rica, in Jan. 1984 . This eme~gency . 

call became a very important meeting for the whole American Jewish 

World. The im~ge of Guatemala in the mass media of de Continent 

started slowly to cha~ge in benefit of truth and its people, and in 

this process the leaders of the CJG never had to compr~mise with 

the Government of the country . 

~ CJG and FEDECO were invited (an exception in 40 years) to the 

Convention of NJCRAC in Washington and to the Conventions of the 

A.JC in New York and Miami, to the meetings oj. COSLA in Caracas, 

and the c;JL in Sao Paulo and ~gentine • . The · President of the CJG 

was .illvited (in what should be considered a great honour) to 

coordinate one of the workshops o£ the last World Conference for 

Jewish Education in Jerusalem, June 1984. 
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MABAT the l:ri-monthly publication of the CJG is considered a g9od 

expression 0£ the Community, and other book and publications have 

..hee.n mane. 

!rile J:JG all&i .F.EDECO are aware of the activities of the P.L.O. in the 

.Lat.ill Ame.r.ican area, specially the opening of new offices, the 

· stro~g penetration into the arab communities, their financing in 

the mass weoia of articles against Israel and the reinforcing of 

the Jewish Si:ereotype, intending to press and dilute with 

an+isenri:fis:c tbe positive Jewish influence in behalf of this 

The~eaders-0£ CJG and FEDECO consider that ·most of the challenge · 

to the survil7al and vital activity of the Jewish Community of 

Guatemala (a very friendly country of Israel) might be · answered by 

develop~ :ce:w creative ideas and nullifiyi~g the ·internal cultural 

dif£erences- · :ID. the same way that tradition alone was not enough 

to save the ~an . people of the Guatemalan h~ghl~nds from the 

powers o;f death and destruction, tradit:i.on a.lone will not be enough 

to save this .smai1 Jewish Community from ·present assimilation and 

the starting o:f provocked antisemitism. 

But in the saJr.e reasoning that the new parat:µgm for the indian people 

of the ?ewly build towns should include a n~~-rationai content 

ralated to tt>pjr cosmovision, the new paradigm of the Jewish 
~ 

Community ·· o.f Guatemala shoul.d also carry . a non-rational . element of 

faith, based in its ancient history, the Jewish religion and 
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phylosophy, and the experience of the Jewish politica_l action, 

such as Zionism. 

. 
Followi~g this line of tho~ght, the CJG in o~ganizi~g for end 

Feb. 85 the 1st. Cultural Encounter of FEDECO, intended to ·feel, 

learn and discuss subjects as; assimilation, antisemitism, 

~el~gion . and Zionism. 

This is . expected to be the starti~g point of seminar about 

identity, · sociology, anthropolo:gy of rel~gion, . history and . . .. 
problems· of the Jewish people in Israel and the Diaspora. 

Perhaps this could be the first st~ge of our own Central American 

Center ·for Jewish Studies. 

Guatemala, Dec. 30, 1984 

Federico Licht Leibson 

Secretary CJG 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

10/3/85 

Marc Tanenbaum 

Nancy Merjos 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS STAFF AT 
NEC MEETING 

In accordance with David Gordis' instructions, I am 
sending. you the reservation forms . for your staff 
going to. the NEC Meeting i n Miami. Please dis­
tribute as indicated. 

For budgetary .-reasons., department heads are being 
asked to strictly limit the number of people on 
their staffs coming to Miami, and also to reduce 
the number of days each person stays in Miami to 
the absolute mi nimum necessary. In your case, 
this will apply to Jacob who can stay one night 
orily, and George Gruen who can stay two nights. 
JacoP. could be asked to stay longer, depending on 
guests comi ng from Latin America. 

Please return these forms to me as quickly as 
humanly possible, as fares are going up all the 
time ftnd seats ·on planes are getting scarce. 

Many thanks -·for your cooperation. 

NM 
Enc 1 osures 
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THE. AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITIEE • NOVEMBER 7-10, 1985 

1985 National Executive Council Meeting 
Schedule of Weekend Events 

10:30 AH 

12:30 PM 

1: 30 PM 

4:30 PM 

6:00 PH 

7:00 PM 

7:30 AH 

8:15 AH 

10:15 N'1 

12:15 PH 

THUASDAY,NOVEMBER7 

CC194ISSION MEETINGS 

• Jewish Communal Affairs 
• International Rel atlons 
• Interreligious Affairs 
• National Affairs 

BUFFET LUNCHEON 

BOARD Of GOVERNORS MEETING 
( for Board menbers only) 

OPENING PL.£HARY SESSION 

"Jewish Plur alism-Pr econd i tions & Pr ognosis" 
Dr. David M. Gordis 

"Relig ious Plur alism - Renewi ng the Commitment" 
· Professor Harvey Cox, Harv ard Divinity School 

DINNER 

Boat ride t o Vizcaya Mus eum 

HINH CHAPTER RECEPTION 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

• "Intermarriage & Conversion-Identities in Transition" 
Professor Egon Mayer 

• "Pay Equity - The 80 's Social Justice Issue?" 
Ray Marshall, Former Sec retary of Labor 

PLENARY SESSION 

"Catholic-Jewish Relations-Pers pectives & Prospec tives" 
Fat her J ohn Pawlikowski 
Reverend Willi • M. Lewers, U.S. Catholic Conference 

CONCURRENT LUNCt£0HS 

"ACTION WHERE YOU ARE" Workshops 

• A. "Counteracting Anti-Senitism & Extrenism" 
• B. "ProjectirY,J AJC 's International Agenda" 
• C. "Reaching out to Intermarrieds" 
• O. "New Directi o ns in Interrellgious Dialogues" 



2:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

DIHt£R 

8:00 AH 

10:00 AH 

12:30 PM 

2:30 PM 

5:00 PH 

7:00 PM 

7:30 PH 

8:00 N'1 

10:30 Nol 

1 :00 PH 

PLENARY SESSION 

NEC Business H eetlng 

"Toward Peace in the Middle East" 
Wolf Blitzer, The Jerusalem Post 

MEETING OF CHAPTER LEADERS AND NATiotW. OfFIC£RS 

HOSPITALITY AT THE H<JtES OF MINH CHAPTER MEMBERS 

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 9 

BOARD OF -TRUSTEES BREAKFAST 
(for Trustees only) 

SHABBAT SERVIC£S - Devoted to Jewish Pluralism -
Focus on the Jews of Central America 

ONEC SHABBAT 

"How Judaism Differs" - Video Tape featuring 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg 
Dr. David M. Cordis 

PLENARY LUNCHEON 

"Jews As Americans-A Dream Fulfilled?" 
Charles Silbeman 1 Author 

COHruUEfT C04MITTEE MEETINGS 

• Energy Coamittee 
• National Membership Cabinet 
• Soviet Jewry Task Force 
• Wanen's Issues Conwnittee 

APPEAL FOR HUMAN RELATIONS COCKTAIL REC£PTIOH 

Honoring David Fleeman 

PRE-DINNER RECEPTION 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DINNER 

A Tribute to: 
Ambassador Allan Keyes , Assistant Secretary of State 
(Designate) 
Dame Nita Barrow, Convener, The Nairobi Forum 

In recognition of their accanplishments in Nairobi 

PRESIDENT'S OPEN REC£PTIOH 

Coffee, Dessert & Cordials 

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER IO 

PLENARY BREAKFAST 

"Acculturation of Irrmigr ants - The Hew Challenge" 
Mayor Fredrico Pena of Denver 

PLENARY SESSION 

"Central America - What Role for the U.S. & AJC" 
Dr. Fernando Berrocal, Ambassador of Costa Rica to UN 

ADJOURNMENT 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date October 11 , 1985 

to George Gruen 

from David A. Harris 

· .subje.ct N.E .C. 

Howard Fried1J1~n has indicateq that he would like to h~~hlight .the 
international terrorism issue as one of the principal themes in his 

·major address at the N·.E..C. Accordingly; woul9 you plea·se prepare a 
maximum of two pages of key themes· to ... be addressed, incorporating your 
own extensive work with respect to the phenomenon in the Middle East · 
and the discussion at the last Steering Committee on the issue. Rita 
shouid be able to locate for you Mar.c' s summer .correspondence with 
Vice President Bush and .Ambassador Oakley on the· subject of terrorism 
and the specific suggestion for a national conference. Sidney may also 
have some thoughts qn international legal instrumentalities, covenants, 
etc . that we may w~nt to propqse . 

The deadline i!llposed on us t'r001 11 the 8t~ fl oar" is Wednesday, 
October 16th. 

Many tnanks. 

DAH :CH 

cc: ·shula Baha~ / 
Marc Tanenbaum 

I 



THE AMER.ICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date October ll, 1985 

to Marc H. Tanenbaum 

from · David A. Harris 

subject See !:>elow 

Sergio called ~today and we spoke for. an hour about a number of 
things, including: 

1) He is sending you a report on those meetings in . Venezuela 
. that took place after your departure. 

2) . He has been in touch with our Central American invitees to 
the NEC and we have an excellent response . . To date, Marcel Ruff 
representing FEDECO, Mario Permuth, persident of . the Guatemalan 
cQ11Jmunity, Joseph Harari, president of the Panamanian community, 
and Gustavo Prifer, president of the Costa Rican community are 
coming. Sergio is awaiting word from Honduras, and we are in­
viting Ernesto Freund to represent the Salvadoran community. ~ 
Sergio wi ll arrive in Miami on November 6th and remain until the 
11th, acting as host for the Central American guests. 

3) Sergio is preparing a backgrounder on Central America, both 
/ regionally and country-by-country for t_he N.E.C. 

4) He is also preparing an update on the situation in Mexico. 
There have not been additional Je~ish victims, the community is 

~rebuilding the Ashkenazi Kehila which. will take about six months,and 
the corranunity has given the Mexican Government a contribution of 
approximately $100,000 for relief efforts, but, on the other hand, 
there have been some disturbing press reports that Jewish employers 

-""""-of businesses damaged during the earthquake have not acted correctly 
towards their employees.· Sergio will provide full details ·:fn his 
report . 

DAH:CH . 

3 
CD 

3 
0 , 
Al 
~ 
a. 
c 
3 



I 
,,,. Jacobo Kovadloff Dittctor, Sooath Amrriaa Affairs and Spanish Mtdla 

Date: October 17, 1985 

For your informati~n 

Thought this would interest you 

For your appr.oval 

As requested 

As promised 

Your conunents, please 

Pl ease return 

Let's discuss 

Remarks: I think the NEC meeti ng in Miami will be 
an excellent opportunity to discuss Idell~ 

Rabin's sUggest~ 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
The Institute of Human Relations • 165 E. 56 Street New York. NY 10022 o 212 751-4000 
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l\IORTHEAST CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTE;R FOR HISPANICS. INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE R . C. BISHOPS 
K"KOPM. ltKCllON• I, 11, 111 e IV 

101 t FIRST AVENUE, NEW YORK, N .Y. 10022 

<212> 7St.704S 

September 11, 1985 
REGIONAL OFFICE 

AND 

BISHOP llJINE A. V AlEJl(), D.D. PASTORAL CENTER 
HOAOnr1 Oiainnao 
Rep. ~ Mfaia of NCCB/USCC 

BlSHOP Pl!TEll A. B.OSAZZA. D.D. 
(hp. of Episa>pal Bqioa 1) 
Hanford. C.oa.c. 

BISHOP PRANOSCO G/JlMENDIA. D..D. 
(B.ep.ofEpis<opalBqiODII) Cordially invites you to a Conference on 
NewYmk.N.Y. 

BISHOP JEllOME A. PEam.LO, T.O.IL 
(Rep. of Episcopal ltqioa ID) 
Neorvic.N.J. Peace~ Justice and Reconciliation in El Salvador 
BISHOP SEAN O'MAI.ll!Y. O.P.M., CAP. 
( ~p. of Episalpal Rcgjoo IV) 
St. Thama.1, Vugia. hlaAdl 

ML EI.oY ACC>SrA 
OiairmaD 

Jl£V. MSGB.. THO.MASCllAVEN 
Vice-OWtawa 

BISHOP JEROME A. PJ!CHILLQ. T.O.JL 
Tic:asu:u 

SR. VERONICA MENDEZ. It.CD. 
B.e:cmdi.Dg 5«mary 

MB.. CARLOS VAZQUEZ 
C.onespoadem:e Seacairy 

REV. EMILIO ALWE. S.D.B. 
llEV. HUGH BURNS. O.P., S.T.L 
BB.0. MIGUEL CAMPOS. P.S.C. 
JtEV. MSGR. FELIPE CAB.V AJAL 
ML ENRIQUE CODAS 
MllS. WlSA CUil.INA 

DEACON ISMAEL GAI.ARZA 
REV. MSGB.. ano GAltaA, J .CD. 
B.EV. JOHN J. GB.ABISH 
REV. LA WltENCE LYONS. S.S.E. 
MRS. MARIA J. MAOllCAOO 
SR. .MARY OLIVIA oanz. C.S.S.F. 
MRS. LYDIA RIVEJl.A 
MR. JOSS A. STAGNAB.O 

ElCECUTIV2 DUIECTOK: 

.MJL MAlUO PAREDES 

Keynote speaker: His Excellency, Most Reverend 
Arturo Rivera y Damas 
Archbishop of San Salvador 

(The .Archbishop will speak in Spanish with a 
simultaneous translation in English). 

Time: Wednesday, September 25th, at 7:30 PM 
. . '----. 

Place:New York Catholic Center 
1011 First Avenue (at 56th Street), 9th floor 
New York, NY 10022 · 

Coffee and refreshments will be served 

R.S.V.P.: (212) 751-7045 

. ··. 
• .. #; • 
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LUIS MARTTN 

Edmund J. and Loui~e W. Kahn Professor of History 

7 de junio de 1985 

Eminent{simo Miguel Obando y Bravo 
Cardenal-Arzobispo de Managua 
Managua, Nicaragua 

Eminencia: 

~-- --

I i 
I I 

1_---/4------il 

Le envio esta carta a Su Eminencia como invitacion oficial para 
participar en una conferencia internacional que se celebrara en. nues­
tra universidad los dias 6 y 7 de marzo de 1986. La conferenci.a va a 
explorar la funci.On de la Iglesia en los problemas sociales, ecooomicos, 
y politicos de Latino America. Esperamos la participacion de varios 
teologos e intelectuales latinoamericanos que disertaran sobre topicos 
especificos de sus propios paises. 

Su presencia y participacion, Senor Cardenal, nos traer!a la voz 
de la Iglesia Universal y un punto de vista of·icial sobre los problem.as 
que hoy acucian a la Iglesia en Latino America. Su ·Eminencia podr!a 
ofrecer el discurso principal (keynote speech) en el almuerzo of icial 
de ·la conferenci.a con la presenci.a del claustro y . las autoridades academi­
cas de la liniversidad. Esperamos que tambien estaran .presente el Obispo 
Catolico de Dallas, los Obispos de otras iglesias cristianas, y sacerdotes 
y ministros del norte de Texas . 

Naturalmeote nuestra universidad correra con todos .los gastos de 
yiaje y estancia. Esperamos .que Su Eminencia oueda aceotar nuestra invi­
tacioo para que la voz de jerarqu{a catolica s~a escuch~d.a en este 
ambito universitario tan . ansioso de conocer la realidad de la ~glesia 
en Latino America. 

, .. ·· 
Esta carta la llevara personalmente a Su Eminenci.a el Profesor , .. , 

Hugo Murillo de San Jose~ Costa Rica; · que sera uno de los participaote~ 

-1115°'-t 
· I~~~ 

THE COLLEGE I 214 • 692-2337 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY I DALLAS. TEXAS 75275 
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Eminentisilllo 
Miguel Obando y Bravo -2- 7 de junio de 1985 

. , . 
en la conferencia, y podra de palabra darle mas detalles de nuestros 
planes. 

Respetuosamente quedo de Su Eminencia, seguro servidor, 

Luis Martin 
Kahn Professor of History 



LiJJS MARTIN 

~~mund J. a~d Louise ·W. Kahn Professor of History 

8 .March 1985 

.Most Reverend John O'Connor, D.D. Ph.D. 
A.rchbishop of New York 
1011 First Avenue 
New York; · New York 10022 

. . 
Dear.Archbishop: 

I am writing to you at the suggestion of Msgr. Robert 
·Rehkemper; Vicar General of the Dallas Dioceses, and in · 
your capacity of Chairman of the Committee for Social 
Develqpment and World Peace. 

Our University, Southern Methodist University, is 
preparing an International Conference on "The Church 
in The Social anq Political Conflicts of Latin America 
Today." The conference will take place on the 7 and 8 
of. March, 1986 ~ We expect half a dozen theologians and 

·church activists from Latin America to share with us the 
views of those working in the field. 

We are in the process of identifying a member of the 
catholic hierarchy who could be our keynote speaker and 
address with some authority the topic, "The Church in Latin 
America: ·The Vatican's Hopes and Concerns." We want the 
official voice of the Church to be heard in our conference, 

· and a ·prominent member of the Latin American · episcopacy 
could perhaps speak with greater authority on this topic 
than a professor or priest. Could your EXcellency suggest 
some possible names, and h.ow to contact them? 

The person we envision should be articulate and 
capable of. making his presentation · in English. The 

THE COLLEGE/ 214 • 692-2337 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY I DALLAS. TEXAS i5275 
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·' 
Most Rev. John O'Connor, D.D.Ph.D. 
Page TWO 
8 March .1985 

University will of course, pay for all ·the expenses 
and even offer a speaking fee if this should be 

: · .. necessa~y. 

Thank you for your kind attention to this request. 

Sincerely, 

.Luis Martin 
Kahn Professor of History 

·.· med 
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111iiJi The GJ\merican <jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New Yam, N. V. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom. N.Y • 

Mr. Ernesto Freund 
#2 Grove Isle 
Apt . 702 
Coconut Grove, FL 33133 

Dear Mr. Freund:· 

...... 
· ~ .. -

It is our -honor and pleasure to invite you~ as a distinguished leader of 
the Jewish community of El Salvador and a close friend of the American 
Jewish Committee, to attend the annual National Executive Council meeting 
in Miami. It will take place from November 7th to 10th at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel. 

The meeting provide~ a forum for intensive discussion of current international 
and domestic issues of particular concern to the American Jewish community. 
One of the major topics of this year's session will be the vital Central 
American region, its relationship to the United States and the si tuation of 
the Jewish community in the area. Among those participating in these discuss­
ions are Dr. Fernando Berrocal, Costa Rican Ambassador to the United Nations; 
Arq. David Samudio, Jr., Panamanian Ambassador to the United Nations; 
Marcel Ruff, President of FEDECO; and Sergio Nudelstejer, Director _of AJC's 
Mexican and Centra 1 American Office. Leaders of the Centra 1 American Jewish 
communities, including Gustavo Prifer of Costa Rica, Helmuth Seidel of Honduras, 
Mario Permuth of Guatemala and Yosef Harari of Panama are also expected to 
attend. Your attendance at the sessions de·1oted to Central America and, in­
deed at the entire N.E.C.,would enhance consideration of the important issues 
before us. 

We very much hope you will be abie to join us in November, and we look forward 
to your early acceptance of this invitation. 

With best wishes. 
' 

Lu~~ 
Leo Nevas, Chainnan 
International Relations 
Conmission 

be: Marc H. Tanenbaum 

~ti-~ 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director, International 
Relations Department 

Howard I. Friedman 
President 

HOWAAO I FRloC~.~MI President • • DAVID M GORDIS. Execut,_e Vice·Ptes1Ceot 
THEODORE E~lE'.OFf Chaor. Soarc al Governor. • ALFRED H MOSC.S. Cnarr. N~t:o1a1 executrve Council • ROBERTS. JACOBS. C~au. Bo.ire al Ttustees • 
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THE· A~ERICAN JEWIS.H COMMITTEE 

. date: . October 14, 1985 

· to: Staff 
.. 

from: Mario Nunez 

aubJect: ·National° Executive Council Meeting 
. November 7-10, 1985 
Hyatt Regency, Miami 

All material to be sent to the Hyatt Regency in 
Miami should be in the stockroom no later than 
f.bnday, October. 28. 

Before that, all items ·intended for distribution-­
at the se.ssions or at the Registration Desk--
must be. submitted to Phyllis Booth for central 
clearance .by .Thursday, October 24 . · 

. . 
Please label .the items for .distribution--e.g. ·, 
session, date, time and room, if ·possible. · 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

MN/pcb 

. ' 



'(he GAinerican c:fewish Corntnittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street. New Yor1c, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable WIShcom, N.Y. 

Mr. Jacob Kovadloff 
c/o Hyatt Regency ·Hotel 
Mi~mi, Florida 

Dear Jacob, 

November 6, 1985 

. . . 
First of all, congratulations on what I understand was a very excellent 
meeting in Brazil. Knowing how much work went into the planning and 
preparation, you deserve a great deal of credit' for its successful 
outcome : 

I a1s.o wanted .to bring to your attention the enclosed article from th·e 
Washington Post (November 2). If. you have not already seen it, it will 
no doubt be of interest. Further, you may want to consider ·a response 
in the form of a letter to the editor. For example, there is the disturbing 
reference to the American Jewish corronunity: "From the closer- and richer · 
United States has c0me nothing except some recent 'propanganda, 1 said 
(Adela) Dworin. 11 In addition, there is the reference to Cuba's support 
for the Zionism/racism resolution. (incorrectly referred to as the 11 1976 
U.N. resolution 11

), without the slightest hint of the fact that Cuba not 
only supported the resolution_ but was one of the ·key non-Arab sponsor.s 
and played an important lobbying role, if I am not mistaken, in its 
passage ~ Sidney dwells on this matter in his recent paper on Zionism/ 
racism, a copy of which you will find in the kits being distributed at 
Thursday's Steering Committee meeting. 

I wish you a successful NEC and look forward to seeing you next week. 

Best regards. 

DAH:CH 
Enc 1 osures 

cc : Marc H. Tanenbaum 

~ 
David A. Harris 
Deputy Director 
International Re.lations Department 
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In Attendance 

N,orman J\l exander 
Morlon Bl.duslein 
Donald Bl inken 
l~oh.ert Cul 1 er 
:ic»seph Durrct 
rdw,1rd FI son 
Su z.inrie !~ 1 soil 
Howurd Friedman 
Sus<ln Gilelson 
Hdro ld . Goldberg, Jr·. 
r:. Hobert Goodkind 
flee Hoffman 
Hobert Jdcohs 
Ger: a Id :lc!remlas 

Staff 

D.ivi<1 G<>rdis 
George Grt!en 
AL l ~n Kagedan . 
:Jdcob Kovadlo(f 
lliJskel l LazP-re 
lidrry Milkman 
Hila Heznik 
Marc Tanenbaum 

Minutes 
Steering C01T1T1ittee 

·: of the · 
Conmission on Int'erriatlonal Relations 

Sept~nber 9~ 1985 
Leo Nev as·, Ch.airman; Presiding 

.Richard Maass 
·Ken Makovsky 
Alfred Moses 
Leo Nev.is 
Bruce Ramer 
Henry Shennan 
Carol ·Betty Siegler 
Leon Sil vermd·n · 
Abe Silversteln 
Cedr·lc Su.zman : · 
Charles Teriiel 
Carolyn Tumarkln 
Maynard Wi shner ·· · 
Morton Blaustein 
Donald · Zahn 

Marc T anenbauin opened discussion of a pro.posed Whl te House Conference on 
lerrori sm. At a meeting with Ambass<ldor Robert Oakley, the State ·Department 
counter- terror i sin c;oord lnator, AJC lead.ers ·suggested that a canference on 
terror ism be held to encoµrage greater pub llc awareness and understanding of the 
issue. Amhassador Oakley conveyed the s·uggest ion to Vice President Bush who 
responded in a letter to AJC suggestlng further discussion. The question was 
whet.her ·we should proceed with the idea ·for such a conference, and, if so, wh,1t 
·~ur ap~foach should be. · 

.Charles fomel' agreed. with 
.. coalition to support it. 

the idea of . a conference. Needed was a broadly-based 
Two key problems in ·combattlng terrorism ar~ the lack · 
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of American public consensus on the issue, and the improper media treatment of 
it as evidenced by coverage of the recen.t TWA hijacki.ng. 

Henry Sherman said that we must ensure that the terrorism ques~ion is not seen 
as a "Jewish" issue, as the Bitburg controversy was. Therefore, AJC should act 
in coal.ition with a broad range of groups regarding terrorism. 

Gerald Jeremias argued that the issues of the media's role during a terrorist 
crisis and government policy are separate. Our focus should be on government 
policy . 

Charles Temel responded tha.t wh 11 e, admittedly, government policy is our 
paramount ~oncern~ media activity is also significant in that the media can 
undercut the political will of the American population to resist terrorism. 

Leo Nevas, who was involved with the International League for H~man Right~ 
effort in bringing the cases of kidnapped Americans in Lebanon to the UN 
Secretary General's attention, noted that no government had sought UN assist­
ance. In addition, the families of the kidnapped ~ericans were 'very frustrat­
ed with what they saw as a lack of State Department attention to their family 
members' cases. This neglect . demonstrates the need for heightening public 
consciousness about terrorism. · 

Marc Tanenbaum said that it has always been AJC's hope that its role in pranot- . 
ing public awareness of terrorism will, in time, "wither away." At this junc- . 
ture, we must help to create a constituency to work against terrori5m, in order, 
at least, to encourage the U.S. government to treat this matter systematically. 
For furth~r planning, it would be useful for the International Relations 
Steering Com@ittee to appoint a small subcommittee to follow up on the possi­
bility of a conference on terrorism. 

Leo Nevas, expressing the consensus of the group, said that the International 
Relations Steering Committee favored proceeding with di.scussion of a conference 
on terrorism, and would seek· to involve other groups in planning it. In 
addition, the Steering Committee would create a subcommittee to investigate the 
.issue .further. 

* * * * 

Leo Nevas opened discussion of the agenda item on Soviet Jewry by reporting on a 
recent meeting with Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Mark Palmer, a Soviet 
affairs specialist, and on the September 8-9 session of the I'nternational 
Council ·Of the World Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Mark Palmer was not hopeful about future prospects for human rights in the 
Soviet Un ion in general, and in particular the condition of Soviet Jews. 
Gorbachev is a disciple of the late Yuri Andropov, and it is illusory to 
believe he is any more "flexible on human rights. Under him, repression may well 
increase; however, to put a "good" face on this Gorbachev may permit more Soviet 
Jews to emigrate. The perception at the International Council on Soviet Jewry 
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was similar; nonetheless it was felt that the current situation required new 
strategies and considerable international focus on the French and American 
me~tings with the Soviet leadership. 

Marc Tanenbaum added that State Department officials. pointed out that Gorbachev 
has been receiving excellent press in the United States and elsewhere, and that 
this has placed the U.S. in a defensive position with regard to the Go~bachev­
Reagan summit meeting. The Soviet leader's charm and pleasing demeanor belie 
his true character. Mark Paln:ier, who ls centrally involved ih planning for the 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit, asked for suggestions regarding short and long term 
strategies on the Soviet Jewry issue, and AJC will be in touch with him on this. 

Marc Tanenbaum also mentioned that, recently, representatives of AJC; AJCongress 
and AOL had worked out a division of labor for seeking meetings with foreign . 
heads-of-state and foreign ministers who will be attending the cur.rent UN 
General Assembly session, to discuss such issues as Soviet Jewry and Zionism 
equals Racism. 

·cerald Jeremias suggested that it would be helpful for the Soviet Jewry movement 
to speak in terms acceptable to the Soviet leadership. 

Leo Nevas responded that this had been the approach of the National Con·ference 
on Soviet Jewry, specifically its position of keeping the Soviet Jewry issue 
separate from other Soviet human rights problems. 

Richard Maass said that the National · Conference had had a difficult time 
·maintaining this distinction and that the Union · of Councils for Soviet Jews was 
dropping it. Also, there had been several signals to Gorbachev, since he. took 
power, that · it might be possible to act on the Jackson-Vanik Amendment in return 
for Increased emigration, but the Soviet government did not respond. 

Leo Nev as; c.oncluding disc.ussion of Soviet Jewry, said that_ the proposal for an 
· AJC . leadership visit to Kishenev in the spring of 1986 to mark the 80th anni­
versary of a pogrom there -- as well as AJC's 80th anniversary ·-~ elicited a 
favorable reaction from Mark Palmer, although he said ·that the Soviets would 
re·sist thi.s vis·lt if AJC sought official status, and that any AJC delegation 
should,- therefore, travel as a tourist group. 

Finally, Mr. Nevas mentioned that since our last meeting Mervin Riseman, an 
outstanding Soviet Jewry advocate, who had led AJC's National Soviet Jewry Task 
·Force, had ,passed away . The International Relations Steering Conunittee, at Mr. 
Nevas' suggestion, recorded its profound sorrow at Mr. Riseman's death and 
expressed lts ~eepest sympathy to his family. 

* * ·* * 

Oavid Gordis, reviewing the current situation of AJC's Israel Office and future 
AJC plans, · noted that the Director of the .Israel Office, Dr. M. Bernard 
Resnikoff, is planning to retire, and that he (David Gordis) and Marc Tanenbaum 
are interviewing potential successors; they will announce their decision soon. 
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Dr. 'Gordis al so discussed plans for an Institute of. Human Relations in Israel. 
Currently, the Israel Office functions as a "qu~si-di_plomatic" mission that 
conveys our support for, or dissent · from, certain Israeli positions to members 
of the Israeli government and opinion-shapers in I~rael. It has two primary 
programmatic foci: 1) · Israel-Diaspora relations, pursued by th~ Institute on 
American Jewish-Israeli Relations, and 2) partnership with organizations which 
seek to ease intergroup tensions In Israel. A subcommittee chaired by Leo Nevas 
is tonsidering · a · proposal for an Institute of Human Relations ip Israel (origi~ 
n'ally dubbed- "Center· for Pluralism in Israel"), which would institutionalize AJC 
cooper~tibn ~ith intergroup relations organizations there. The Israel Office's 

· physical location is unsatisfactory, and alternative office sites are being 
inve~tigated . .. ~ 

George Gruen raised several questions for discussion regarding U.S.· Middle East 
· p~licy. Referring to the possibility of Assistant Secretary of State Richard 
Murphy's meeting with Palestinian members of a joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delega.tion, Or. Gruen asked whether the 1975 U.S. agreement to not talk to the 
PLO until it accept.ed UN Resolution 242 would exclude -the State Department's 
quietly "sounding out" the· PLO by talking with Palestinian leaders whom the 
State Department considers credible. He also raised the question of what the 
relationship is between PLO membership and membership in the Palestine National 
Council. Considering the U.S. pledge to Israel that it will meet with Palestln­
·i ans only as a prelude to direct Palestinian negotia·tions with Israel, and the 
differences in opinion between Shimon Per.es and Yitzhak Shamir, Dr. Gruen asked 
whether it was advisable for AJC to comment on this issue. Regarding the 
proposed arms sales to Jordan and Saudi Arabia, Dr. Gruen ~oted that the AJC has 
not completely opposed the sale of stationary defensive arms to Jordan but we 
have objected to the sale of mobile weapons with offensive capabilities. 

Marc Tanenbaum said that the proposed arms sales may lead to a confrontation 
between Congress and the Administration, and that the proposal worries the 
American Jewish community. He suggested that AJC make available the latest 
information on the Middle East military balance. 

Robert Cutler asked about the status of a proposed meeting of representatives of 
the American Jewish Congress with King Hussein. 

David Gordis replied that Prime Minister Shimon Peres had approved the visit. 

Leo Nev as commented that Pe.res expressed '!no objection" to the meeting, which 
should b_e distinguished from his approv.ing it. 

David Gordis said that the American Jewish Committee's current posftion regard­
ing U.S. arms sales to Arab countries is not particularly aggressive a·nd perhaps 
should be reconsidered. Saudi Arabia, while offering U.S. bases to forestall 
Soviet aggression in the Persian Gulf, continues to support PLO terrorism. He 

· also noted that Yitzhak Shamir and his Likud Party appear hostile to talks with 
a joint Jotdanlan-Palestin.ian delegation, and that the signal that Peres ls 
sending is a · "blinking light" which may turn "red" should the possibility of 
thls meeting grow stronger. 
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Charles Temel said that the AJC should ·oppose · arms sales to Jordan, which has 
avoided the Camp David peace process, and continues to promote the flawed 
concept of an international cpnference with Soviet participation. Reports 
indicate that Yassir Arafat is personally directing PLO terrorist operations 
against Israel from Amman, and it is doubtful whether King Hussein would be able 
to guarantee into whose hands Amer lean arms might fall. AJC should recommend 
economic assistance but oppose arms sales to Jordan. 

Al Moses agteed that the AJC should oppose arms sales to Jordan based on 
Hussein's apparent unwillingness tq move without Arafat's approval and to . 
negotiate with Israel. 

Leo Nevas, having determined that the Steering Committee unanlmo~sly opposed 
arms sales to Jordan and Saudi Arabia, recommended that a state~ent on this 
matter be drafted' for pre sen ta ti on to the Board of Governors. He added that as 
far as ·the Jordanian-Palestinian initiative is :concerned, AJC should follow the 
Ist·aeli government's lead. · 

Cedric Suzman queried whether there is any ~iable alternative Palestinian 
leadership to the PLO. 

George Gruen responded that West Bank Palestinians express seemingly contradic­
tory .. sen·timents: On the one hand, they accept the. exi$tence of Israel, .and on 
the other, they assert that Arafat is their leader. They seem to assume that 
Arafat is· slowly moving toward a two-state solution. King Hussein wants an 
autonomous, but not an independent, Palestinian state. Some Mideast observers 
believe that while Hussein and Arafat dislike each other, they dislike Assad 
more, and may therefore reach an agreement that ls acceptable to Israel. 

·Marc Tanenbaum ieported that either Richard Murphy or Robe~t McF~rlane will 
address the upcoming National Executive Council in Mlani. He also mentioned 
that; as part of AJC's effort to combat Kahanism, we are publishing and distri­
buting a study of Kahane and his Kach party by Hebrew University Professor Ehud i:· 

Sprinzak. 

* * * * 

Jacob Kovadloff reported on his recent visit to South America. Brazil, he 
found, .ts the most progressive ·Latin American country in interreligious 

·relations . Brazil's National · Conference of Bishops publicly supports improved 
Catholic-Israeli relations, including Vatican recognition of Jerusalem as the 
Israeli capital. In Brazilia, Mr. Kovadloff met with the Minister o'f Education, 
who p·rofessed a deep knowledge of the history of Brazilian Jews. Mr. Kovadloff 
also circulated amon.g the Steering Committee an invitation·to a conference 
hosted ·by a the National Conference of Bishops of Brazil, and co-sponsored by 
the Brazilian Jewish confederation and AJC, which will take place November 2-5 
in Sao · Paolo. The upcoming conference, which Jews from Argentina and Uruguay 
will attend, will be a milestone in the history of Catholic-Jewish relations. 



-6-

Marc Tannenbaum added that AJC hopes to send · an .American delegation to Sao 
Pa~lo. He also reported that the Jacob Blaustein Institute sponsored a con­
ference in Costa Rica, which. was attended by the Ministers of Education of 
twelve Latin Amerlcan countries, on the subject of human rights education. 

. . . 
Jacob Kovadloff noted that for the first time ·since the AJC office in ~uenos 
Aires was closed, Argentine Jews have a public educational program on Jewish 
themes and have published a Jewish scholarly book. In addition, Argentine 
notables have gone on record ag·ainst the infamous "Zionism is · racism" resolu­
tion . 

* * * * 

Regarding Sou th Africa, Leo Nev as said that the American Jewish .Commltt~e has 
called upon President Reagan to support the House-Senate Conference anti-apart­
heid bill. Recently, Leo Nevas, Marc Tanenbaum and David H~rris met with 
Assistant Secretary ·of State for African Affairs Chester Crocker, ,ho was 
"extremely receptive," and who informed them of President Reagan's pending 
endorsement of sanctions (intended to del!ly proposed legislation). Mr. Crocker 
told the AJC delegation that AJC has a service to render to the South African 
government: to inform it of the broad U.S. public opposition to apart~eid. Mr. 
Nevas added that the Jewish community of South Africa is eager for a small, low­
key visit from AJC to demonstrate concern for their situation, and for us to 
gain a better understanding of their present condition. 

Marc Tanenbuam pointed out that Helen Suzman, a· leading member of the Pro­
gressive Federal Party, supports a moderate approach toward disman.tling apart- · 
'held. Ms. Suzman urged that American Jews come to South · Africa as soon .as 

· p·ossible· to express their ·solidarity with South African Jewry. 

Leo Nevas added that Chester .Crocker offered to brief an AJC delegation prio~ to 
their departure. 

Cedric Suzman congratulated the AJC for being ahead, rather .then behind, the 
events unfolding in South Africa. During an interview on National Public Radio 
Helen Suzman said that sanctions against South Africa are irrelevant; its 
economy is self-destructing anyway. U.S. banks fear turmoil and this is more 
in fluen tlal than any possible sanction. South Afr lean business leaders, 
including a number of Jews, may meet with members of the African National 
Congress -- something akin to Israelis meeting with Arafat. Such dialogue is 
the only way to avoid bloodshed. 

Carol Seigler asked if there are any other anti-aparthe.id religious groups ,ith 
~hich AJC could affiliate. 

·Marc Tanenbaum ·responded that AJC was once affiliated with the Center for 
Interfaith Responsibility, but discovered that it promoted many Third World 
interest~, including leftist .opposition to Israel. 

* * * * 

.... ~ ,. '• 
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Suzanne Elson, co-chair of the AJC delegation to the NGO forum in NaiFobi, 
reported that the Jacob Blaustein Institute (JBI) report on Palestinian women 
was tremendously helpful in combatting Arab propaganda , and bringing balance to 
discussions. The report was distributed to the official U.S. delegates -- who 
said it was the best-prepared material they received, to the Israeli dele­
gation, and to Jewish members of other delegations. In addition, · Ms . Elson' s 
roommate in Nairobi, the legal counsel for NOW, distributed the JBI ·report 
during her daily press conference. Nairobi provided an. opportunity for infor­
mal , unpublicized dialogue between Palestinian; .Jewish and American Black women 
which will continue in Israel. AJC should be proud of its contribution to 
Nairobi. 

Carolyn Tumarkin commented that although the Blaustein report did not change the 
teno~ of workshops, it was very well received by media people, many of whom 
described it as the best source of information · they received. She added that 
Maureen Reagan referred to the entire conference as an "orgy in hypocrisy," and 
that the question remains whether the deletion in the final conference document 
of an invidious reference to Zionism constituted a victory; or merely the 
absence of defeat. 

Morton Blaustein noted that while in Nairobi Maureen Reagan called the confer­
ence a disaster, yet upon returning to the U.S. she called it a success. At what 
point did.her change of heart occur? 

Leo Nevas said that Maureen Reagan, Alan Keyes, and Dame Nita Barrow have been 
invited to the National Executive Coun~il meeting in Miani, and will be pre-. 
sented wl th spectal awards for their· ·effor·ts at Nairobi. 

Marc Tanenbaum called attention to an AJC letter to Secretary of State George. 
Shultz commendfog the Nairobi U.S. delegation, and also commended the skill and · 
preparation of the AJC delegates and other American Jewish women who attended 
'the conference. The JBI rep()rt has been presented to the UN ·secretary-General's 
office, which is presently studying it, the Israeli Foreign Ministry, the U.S. 
State Department, and many Nairobi Conference delegates. It has been a vaiuable 
information tool in combatting anti-Zionism. 

Cedric Suzman said that we · should also acknowledge the role of the Kenyan 
delegation which was determined to make the conference a success, and urged that 
we send an expression of our. appreclation to Kenya • 

Leo Nevas added that, as part of AJC's outreach efforts to foreign diplomats, 
several AJC women are organizing social meetings in their homes with UN dele­
gates to promote better mutual understanding • . 

* * * 
Prepared by Allan L. Kagedan and Harry Milkman 

85-570-16 
8074 (IRD-3) 
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•'<As we meet today, it should be recalled that November 10th -marks a sad 10th 
anniversary. It was _10 years ago today that _ the U.N. General Assembly passed 
the infamous ·Zionism is Racism resolution, a black mark, if ever there was one, 
on the U.N. and .a libel against the Jewish people. It is worth noting that 

· both Costa Rica and Panama - the countries represented by our distinguished 
diplomatic guests - opposed the resolution, together wi .th other Central Amer­
i~an countries, including El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua, while Guatemal~ 
abstained. · 

* Our topic today, Central America, is a region that has been very much in tne 
news in recent years and is likely to continue to be so for a very long time. 
It demands our attention and requires our understanding . 

•'<Comparatively little is known about the region despite its proximity. Most 
Americans are unable to· d·istinguish ~e~ween the countries and, therefore, tend 
to make generalizations without recognizing the political, economic and social 
differences from country to country. 

* Recognizing the importance of the region, President ReaQan, in an address to 
Congress in April 1983, said: 

"Cent ral America's problems do directly affect the security 
and the .well-being of our qwn people. And Central America 
i s much close·r to the United States than many of the world 
trouble spots that concern us . So as we work to restore 
our own economy, we cannot afford to Jose sight of our 
neighbors to the south •. ~ 

El Salvador is nearer to Texas than Texas is to Massachusetts, 
Nicaragua is just as close to Miami as Miami is to Washington 
••. But nearness on the map doesn't even begin to tell the 
strategic importance of Ceritral :AmericaJ bordering as it 
does on our Caribbean - our lifeline to the outside world. 
Two-thirds of all our foreign trade and petroleum pass through 
the Panama Canal and the Caribbean. In a Europearr crisis, a~ 
least half of our supplies for NATO would go through these 
areas by sea. 11 

. . 
The President then went on to elaborate the four principal American goals in 
our foreign policy towards the Central American region, goals that the Admin­
istration has frequently re-iterated: 

1) 11 tn response to decades of inequity and ind'ifference we 
wi 11 support demc>'cracy. reform and human freedom •.• " 

2) 11 ln response to the challenge of woi-ld recession and, in 
the case of El Salvador, to the unrelenting campaign of econ~ 
omic sabotage by the guerillas, we will support economic 
development •.• 11 

·' 
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3) "In response to the ~i 1 itary challenge from Cuba· and 
Nicaragua - to their d~liberate use of force to spread 
tyranny - we will support the security of the region's. 
threatened nations ..• 11 

4) "We will support dialogue and negotiations - both among 
the countries of the. region and within each country •.• 11 

:~Although we do not have an American pe·rspective in Central America at today's 
plenary session, as the focus is meant to be a Central American perspective of 
Central America, it is obviously of significance to an understanding of the 
region to be aware of United States goals and policies in the region. Of course, 
to state the obvious, U.S. pol!cy in Central America is the subject of consioer­
able controversy within our own country and elsewhere. How effective has Amer­
ican pol icy been in promoting regional security and development? 

* Democracy· has, unquestionably, exper.ienced significant headway in the region. 
As Secretary of State George Shultz said in lndianapol is in April 1985, 11 

the transition to democracy is succ~eding everywhere in Central America, every­
where, that is, except Nicaragua·." He cited forthcoming elections in Guatemala 
and Honduras, the " triumph of democracy" in El Salvador, the vibrancy of Costa 
Rica's example, and the move from military to civilian regime in Panama. But 
how serious a threat does Nicaragua pose to the region, and particularly to 
its immediate neighbors whose numbers include Costa Rica? And to what extent 
has Nicaragua's anti-Israel, anti-Zionist stance, and the presence of a large 
PLO office in Managua, succeeded in affecting policy and public opinion in 
other countries in the region? 

*One of the principal hopes for achieving a peaceful solution to the conflict 
in Central America rests with the Contadora Process. The Process was initiated 

· in January 1983 when the foreign ministers of Colombia, Mexico, Panama and 
Venezuela met on Contadora Island in Panama, which in turn led to agreement on 
a Document of Objectives among .the four Contadora m.embers and the f ive Central 
American countries - Costa Rica, fiicaragua, Honauras, 'El Salvador and Guatemzla. 
The Document ident ified 21 political, security and social-economic goals to be 
attained. Since then, the . Contadora Group has continued to meet, and, indeeci, 
is in session now as we meet in Miami, to search for a solution. It has gained 
the important support of several .South American and West European countries, 
and the United States, despite recently-expressed reservations about the Process, 
has indi~ated it still backs the effort. Private groups, most notably the Inter­
American Dialogue, chaired by Ambassador Soi Linowitz and former OAS Secretary~ 
General Galo Plaza, have called for a greater U.S . commitment to the Contadora 
Process. We are fortunate to have a Panamanian representative at this session 
who may well want to address the Contadora issue and .bring us up:--to-date on its 
progress. Can ways be found to insure implementation among the signatories,. . 
and especia lly Nicaragua, of the 21 points which, interalia, call for respect 
for human, civil, political and other rights; the reduction and eventual el imin­
ation of 11 for~ign· military advisors and. other foreign elements .• ;" "free access 
to fair and regular elections .. ; 11 "refraining from inciting or supporting acts 
of terrorism ... 11 etc. 
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, *And in the midst of this vital region live Jewish communities - from but a 
literal handful remaining in Nicaragua to some 5,000 in Panama. How are they 
affected by these political, economic and socia l events? How do they see their 
future? . What additional role do they · feel that we, .Americans , American Jews 
and members of AJC, can play in strengthening the forces of democracy and the 
secur ity and well-being of the Jew i sh corrrnunities? 

*These are some questions that our speakers will be addressi~g in the first 
hour of our program, and we then look forward t~ questions from our audience 
and the parti~ipation of our special guests representing the individual Certral 
American Jew ish cormiunities. 

David A. ~ar ~ :s 

November 1, 1985 

DAH:RPR 
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* The plenary session will take pl.ace on Sunday, November 10th beginning 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Tuttle Monroe Room, which is located on Leve1 ·one . 
fn the Hyatt Regency. The.meeting is scheduled to conclude at 1 p.m. 

* The .prfncipal speakers are Ambassador Fer·nando Berrocal, Permanent 
Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations, and Ambassador 
David Samudio, Jr, Pennanent Representative of Panama to the United 

·· . Nations . Jheir biographies are attached. Each has been asked to speak 
fo.r 15 minutes, offering a Central American perspective of C.entral America 
today and future prospects for regional stability and political and 
economic development. 

* Costa Rica and Panama both have excellent bi ·latera 1 ·relations with l_srael 
and have demonstrated consistent support for ls_raeY'at ·the .United Nations. 
In the case of Costa Rica, it should be further :; nqted° that Costa Rican . 
President Luis Alberto Monge (pronounced Mon-hay) ·has returned from a 
week-long state visit to Israel only last month, and, of 'special significan-:e, 
that Costa Rica was the first country to move its embassy back to 
Jerusalem, in May 1982, a fact of special appreciation among Jews everywhere . . . 

* In both cases, ·as will be discussed later in the session, there are 
active and thriving Jewish cOIMlunities which live in an environment of 

. respect for pluralism and religious tolerance. 

* Th~ third speaker, who will be· asked to offer a Central American 
per.spectfve on the condition of the Jewish communities, is Marcel Ruff, 
president of the Federat.ion of Central American Jewish Communities 
(more conmonly referred to by its acronym FEDECO). AJC has enjoyed very 
close relations with FEDECO since the latter's founding some 20 years 
ago . Most recently, several AJC lay and staff members attended the 
FEDECO bi-annual meeting in Guatemala in 1984, and, subsequently we wera 
honored to have Moises Sabbaj, vice-president of FEOECO,address our 
Annual Meeting in May 1984 iJJ New York. Sergi·o Nudelstejer is preparing 
biographical notes on Mr. Ruff, who has been asked to speak for 10 minutes. 

* Completing the dais will be Sergio Nudelstejer, AJC~s Director of the 
Mexican and Central American Office, located in· Mexic~ City. Sergio, 
who has been the director since the Office's founding 20 years ago, is a 

· leading figure in the Mexican Jewish community and enjoys very close 
relations with leading governmental figures, .including President de la Madrid 
and Foreign Minister Sepulveda. He has travelled extensively in the 
Central American region and maintains frequent contact with the 
representatives of the Jewish camiunities, seeking, where possible, to 
assist in the strengthening of pr0gramning. In July, he, together with 

· Sidney Liskofsky, director of the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the 
Advancement of Human Rights, attended a Blaustein-sponsored conference 
on human rights education that attracted government officials from more 
than a dozen Latin ·American countries, held at the Inter-American .Insti­
·tute for ·Human Rights _in San Jose, Costa Rica .. 

, .-
.· ... · 
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Most .recently, Sergio, after contending with the destructive Mexican 
earthquake in September and its aftermath, organized, together with 
the Venezuelan Jewish .community, a major Catholic-Jewish dialogue, . 
marking the 20th anniversary of Nostra Aetate, Vatican Council .11··s 
Deel ara t ion on the Jews, at which Marc Tanenbaum spoke, and which 
attracted considerable public and media attention. This conference 

· took place in Caracas tn early October (1985). r . 

Sergio has al.so written important books on Franz· °Kafka -and Albert Einstein, 
which received extensive praise in the Spanish-speaking world, and he is 
a regular journalist and literary critic for a leading Mexican newspaper · 
and magazine. 

* Sergio's ~urpos~ on the ~an~l is to act as a re~ource and as AJC's 
expert on Central America.- Although he has no _formal part on the agenda, .. 
please feel free to call on him for comment, clarification, ~~estions 
or summary. 

* Additionally, there will be representatives of four Central American 
Jewish communities seated together for the sess.ion. They are: 
Gustavo Prifer of Costa Rica; Yosef Harari of Panama: Mario Permuth of 

·Guatemala; and John Claude Kahn and Ernesto Freund of El Salvador. Sergio · 
is preparing brief biographies of each 9f the five to permit you to 
introduce them. We are not inviting them .to make formal statements but 
would like to encourage them to both raise .and respond to questions after 
the first part of the program is concluded. 

* Serg.io Nudelstejer is also preparing several questions for your use to 
facilitate discussion in the second half of the program. 

David Harris . 
November 1 , 1985 

DAH:CH 
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date 

to 

from 

October 11, 1985 · 

Steering Committee of the Commission on 
1nternational Relations 

Leo Nevas, .Chairman 

I am pleased to enclose several itens of interest, including: 

l) A memo on the PLO terrorist attack · in Cyprus and . 
Israel's response; · 

2) Reports on the impact of the Mexican earthquake on the 
local Je~ish community; 

3) An update on the kidnapped Lebanes.e Jewish Leaders·; 

4) Material on the forthcoming Pan-American conference on 
Vatican Council II and Catholic-Jewish relations, co­
sponsored by AJC, in ·sao Paulo, Bra.zil; '· 

5) A note from Secretary of State Shultz ·to Marc Tanenbaum ; 

6) Minutes of our meeting of Septenber 9th; .· 

Our next meeting will take place on Thursday, November 7 at 10: 30 a.m. 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Miami, Flori~a as part of the four-day 
National Executive Council. . It will be the first of several sessions 
of particular interes·t to members of the Steering Cormnittee • . There 
will also be a report on the AJC ·1eadership mission to South Africa, 
October 9-18, . at the Board of Governors (November 7), · p 1 ena ry sessions 
focusing on the Middle East and Central America · (November 8 and .10, 
respectively) and an informal breakfast with Jewish leaders from Central 
America (November 9) . · -

Special guests who will focus on international issues include Assistant 
Se~retary of. State for Near Eastern Affairs Richard Murphy; Costa Ricar. 
Ambassador to the United Nations Fernando Berrocal; Panamanian Ambassador 
to the United Nations David Samudio; Assistant Secretary of State-designate 
for International Organizations Alan Keyes; Nairobi NGO Forum Convenor 
Dame· Nita Barrow; and Jerusalen Post Washington Corre·spondent Wolf Blitzer. · 

I very much· hope you will be ab 1 e to join us for what promi s~s to be an 
exciting and stimulating. N.E.C . . 

85-550-90 
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