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A prominent West German leader, himself active in the resistance to
Hitler during the Third Reich, once commented that in attitude to government
the Germans' sense of timing was off. Each response was a generation late.
During the Weimar Republic, the Germans were devoted to the fanished Kaiser;
during the Third Reich they gave the dictatorship the support that could have
saved the Weimar Republic; and in the post-World War II period they showed
the government - whether headed by Konrad Adenauer or Helmut Schmidt - the ,
passive or active resistance which they should bhave directed agalnst Hitler.

There is an arrow of truth in this quiver of generalization. The "Peace
Movement" in the German Federal Republic has, exploiting & justified popular
fear of nuclear "omnicide,” sefiously threatened the very foundations of
liberty and self—govérnment.-They have abused -liberty, deliberately .turning .
" the liberal restraint of the Bonn government into. opportunities For idreits 1
fighting, breaking and entering, and verbal and physical.abuse of.personﬁ of
other opinions. The delicate fabric of self-government cannot be maintained
without a measure of eivility, without a fundamental consensus in maintain-:
ing both the substance and the style of informed public debate. Is it too
much to demand that a "peace movement" shall conduct itself peacefull} -
with neither violence nor intimidation?

The German “Peace Movement,“ with 1ts demagogues shouting to evoke

Ihyster1cal ant1phon1es by 'skillful use of--"buzzwords™ and slogans, Iocsxatxm =~
with its ecstatic mass meetings disturbingly reminiscent of the Hitler period,
has also coalesced inta a political party popularly calledl“the;breens.“
Back of.this symbolism too there is a sound ecological concern, an awareness
that the nucleer threat somehow gathers up all of the threats to the earth,
the atmosphere, pure food and unpolluted .water,.and to life itself.-But this
widespread concern about a rampaht pollution of the environment, coupled with
a general feeling that the politicians of the great powers aré inéensitive to
the implications of swelling nuclear stockpiles and the proliferation Bf
nuclear powers, has been mobilized by "the Greens" into an assault on repub-
lican principles and practices. .

In recent elections in Hamburg, the home town of Chancellor Schmidt and

the largest city in the German Federal Republic, the CDU gained 53 seats and
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the SPD took 52 seats. The "Greens" took 7 seats, and set out to bring the
city to its knees — by the same manipulation of parliamentary tricks in- |
.disregard for the public good which, for e%nmﬁie, brought Gerﬁany_into the
hands of Hitler and El Salvador into the hands of d'Aubuisson. The leading
public orator of "the Greens", skilled at playing upon the resenfmenfs and
anxieties of mobs, cried out in triumph: "We have made Hamburg uﬁgovernable!“
A considerable number of the leaders of the so-called Peace Movement are
= Communists. Their Point 1 of program is to capitalize upon public fear of
nuclear catastrophe in oréer to reduce the military confrontation to conven-
tional terms. This.is of course also the Soviet program: in conventiional
terms,hwithout.nuclear warheads or .the neutron anti—personnel.bomb, Soviet
Russia has a super10r1ty of .10: 1 over the NATO forces -in the west. .
But there ‘are also persons prom;nent-xn the denonstratlons vho ‘mean uell
o - even if they help to g1ve”cred;b1111y-tp?a,ayspectﬂy'evenfdangerous - political
5th column. Amonghihém"a:e peﬁple like.ChurchtPregident-K.:Schnfpf and Pro—- .
fessor H. Gollwitzer, revered by Germdn.youth and students for their opﬁosition
e e o Hitler and Naiism:ﬁThe "Peace Movement" is also supported bY'Aktion Suehne--

zelchen und Friedensdienste, one of-the most admirable youth programs to sz

emerge among Christians since World War II. And here the moral ambiguity of

political action- like that of the German "Peace Movement! and "the Greens"

becomes painfully c¢lear. For "Action Repentence and Servicé for Peace” has in -
’1f5§r';::;a£§ - later: _years: sometimes‘slid into: fellow—travell1ng and-spiritual -blindness.:

Gk SRS L Item.- Aktion: Suehnezexchen was initiated by a Protestant churchman ‘who

believed German volunteers should serve abroad, serving peoples grievously
wronged by Germeny during the Third Reich. He was especially anxious that
Christian/Jewish reconciliation be sought; to that end many ﬁéams have ‘been
. sent to_lsrael;,p@blig:coll?qtigns_yg:eniaﬁen up for a Christian memorial at
Anschwitz,.volunteérs:rebuiltgjhe olﬂ;aynagﬁgue;at:Lyqng,;etc.,:3“.::.

Later, the organization's voluntary service was approved by the‘éovern—
ment as alternative service for conscientious objectors to duty as military
conscripts. Among these these who were no longer idealistic volunteers bﬁt
half:;onscripts there has arisen a strong political twist — toward the New
Left, toward anti-American politics, toward newer expressions of antisemitism,

and from- time to time toward simple pro-Soviet politics. An overt member of

the Communist SED is now a member of their national executive committee. - -
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Item: as lively as ijchmm Aktion Suehnezeichen is in the west, it has
not shown similar vigo in the east. In Communist~controlled‘East Germany,. .
for instance, conscientious ocbjection to milifary service is not allowed.
Refusal to serve in uniform, either in armed units or support troops, is

penﬁlized by T_yeﬁrs at hard labor; When the C.0. survives and gets out, he is

again confronted with the choice between military service or 7T years in prison.

Why has Aktion Suehnezeichen shown such courage in the west and such
reticence in the east — in support of what is called by them "rights of con-

science"? This query raises a more. important question: is Aktion Suehnezeichen

still primarily a Christian witness, or has it been penetrated and turned
toward a pulitical offensive which serves anti-democratic -interewmts?

In the highly volatile European situation, the so-called Peace Movement
and its political effects must be considered increasingly dangerous. President
Reagan's opposition td_thg pipeliﬁe Siberia-West Europe has raised the Eixi
level of anti-Americanism in the business éoﬁmugity;' it was already high:_
among those infiltrated by Soviet agents or sﬁséeptible to New Left/Third -
World enthusiasms. _ " ' ;

‘The situation with the "Peace Movement" in the USA is diﬂ&erént.lHere the
initiative of R&man'Catholic bishops like Hunthausen of Seattle.and Krol of
Philadelphia, along with some prominent leaders of the Protestant denominations,
has served to keep most of the rallies and organized efforts on the central
subject: averting nuclear catastrophe. Nevertheless, some okdline Communists

'and fellow—travelers are-iﬁ prominent_éoéitions at rallies. More dangerous
yet to America internally and externﬁllj,-liberal antiégmifes and professional
haters of Israel are prominent ané vocal. _ | '

In Europe, even prominent leaders of government crawl shamelessly to beg
favors of sheikhs whose strangehold on energy is used as a weapon against
Israel... and they fear might be used against them if they take a principled
stand agaiust'terrorism. In America, which has great enefgy reserves, the
danger of appeasement comes rather from the power of international cartels.

In Europe, o0il shortages turn "statesmen" into "worms" — as Adolf Hitler once
quite correctly termed.thosé who crawled to Munich in 1938. In America; the
President has shown considerably more understanding of the Operation "Peace

for Galilee," for instance, than have business interests (including mass media).

On the left, however, the formations are approximately the same. And
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in both situatiions, Europe and America; we must look to the credentials of
the leaders — and to the style of poiitics practiced, and not only to the
goals presumably sought.after. For my part, the West German and American
"fe;ce movementis" make ﬁé nérvous because I see at their centers some persons
with records ag liberal antisemites. And i remember that one of the chief
spokesmen at the American rallies was, just a couple years ago, addressing
us over national TV to win our confidence in Khomeini as a democratic hero (!).
The prominence of Communists and fellow-travelers, in both Europe and America,
m;kes the "péace movements" even more suspect. - |

Those who seek to make a free society ungovernable are, like the terrorists
who strike to de-stabilize it, unworthy of acceptance as leadérs. Those who
wish to be heard in a dema#ratic forum should observe the rules of civil
- discourse. Those who call ﬁs to the_vnyslof péhce shﬁuld by their peaceful
stance and independence of conscience demonstrate the-éredibiliﬁy.nf their

appeels.

Frenklin H. Littell

National Institute on the Holocaust
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Professor Dietrich Goldschmidt, born in 1914, is one of the dj:eétors of
the "Max Planck Institute for Education and Human Development" in West
Berlin (founded in 1963) and professor-adjoint at the Free University of
Berlin. His father was of Jewish descent, and emigrated from Germany be-
fore World War II, as did his brother and sister. His brother has now
lived in Colorado, U.S.A., for many years. ' |

Dietrich Goldschmidt, however, stayed in Berlin and during the final months
of World War II he was put into a forced labour camp. Originally trained

as an engineer, he turned to social sciences at the University of Goettingen
after the war and became also one of the editors of the Goettingen Univer- -
sity Newspaper, founded in 1945. In 1956 he returned to Berlin to teach
sociology at the Teachers Training College, until he took up his present
post in 1963. '

Dietrich Goldschmidt takes an activé interest in recent German history,
particularly in antisemitism and in the persecution of the European Jews
during Hitler's regime. He was the editor of the first camprehensive Ger-
man history on Nazi crimes and trials to which he contributed a sociologi-
cal essay "A Nation and Its Murderers" (cf.: R. Henkys: Die nationalsoz-
ialistischen Gewaltverbrechen - Geschichte und Gericht. Stuttgart 1964).

Dietrich Goldschmidt is a member of the Protestant Church, paﬁ:icularly
active in same national church Committees dealing wi_th education and poli-
tics. He is one of the early members of the "Working Group Jews and
Christians” linked with the German Evangelical Assembly (Arbeitsgemein-
schaft "Juden und Christen" beim "Deutschen Evangelischen Kirchentag")
and was -responsible for its first publication, "The Unbroken Covenant",
dealing with a new approach between Jews and Christians in Germany (D.
Goldschmidt, H.J. Kraus: Der Ungekfindigte Bund. Stuttgart 1962).

At the most recent assembly of the "Kirchentag" in Hamburg, June 1982,
he gave a comprehensive report on the proceedings of this working group
from 1961 to 1981 and its impact on present day Christian thinking in-

Germany .

"On the suggestion of the late Professor Max Horkheimer, Dietrich Goldschmidt
was a member of the first group of German educators to be invited by the
American Jewish Cammittee for a study tour of the U.S.A. in 1960.



Prof. Dietrich Goldschmidt

What are Present German Attitudcs Towards the Jews and

Towards the State of Israel?

How are those topics dcalt with by education?

Professof’Goldschmidt will spéak gbout the present attitudes

- of Germans towards the Jews and towards the State of Israel.

He will deal-particﬁlarly-ﬁith education.in the Federal Republic
‘of Germany about the Jews, aniisemitimm, nazism and the holo-
caust. Special attention will be'devotéd_to traditional
Christian attitudes and recent dévelopments in a new Christian-

igious ]
Jewisghldialogue. Main points are:

1. Jews in West- as well as in East Germany are meﬁ with

a peculiar mixture of uneasiness, rcspect aﬁd cuxiosity -
depending on age:and educationlof those whom they encounter.
Because cf the hdlocaﬁét'many older people are embarrassed
when they deal‘witﬁ Jews., Young people are very often
puzzled when they meet a Jew first time in their life: To
their surprise, he or she looks just like any other human

being.

2. Open antisemitism is rare and punishable by law. However,
there are signs of old or new antisemitism in the PRG,
partly disgﬁised as antizionism, - a pdsition taken by

_ _ left wing
both some right wing radicals and by political activists
supporting the Arabic case in general or the PLO in
'particular.'Furthermore, the recently growing hat:ed of

foréign workers and their families (over 2 mill. people)

is opening a path for a partial re-emergence of anti-Semitism
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4.

For a long time public opinion was very much in favour

of the State of Israel. This became moﬁt obvious at the
outbreak of the Jom Kippur War df 1973. However,this
aympathy.was partly still due to feelings“of guilt because
of the_holocaﬁst; Germans were relieved that the Jews

were no longer victims but on the contrary victors, and

wouldn't have to suffer further aggression and persecution.

This attitude has changod more and more since Begin became
prime minister. Now, many Germans are concerned that Begin
is becoming too radical, too nationalist. The critics of |
Israel are not only people who may have waited for this
situation'to express their antisemitism in the gquise of
antizionismiozi:onq friends of Israel also_feelfthat Begin
is acting unwisely and that - under economic and external
pressures = he is radicalizing his people. On the other
hand, as more time passes, the more a post-nazi-generation
takes over the political, eccnomic and cultural lead in
Germany, and the more a tendency can be observed in the
FRG to put an end to Israel's standing as a "special case”

in German foreign policy and to seek balanced relations with

Israel and the Arabic states.

As more and more time passes since the ordeal of the period
from 1933 to 1945, as new generations continue to replace
the'old, an ever growing part of the public is opening up
and willing to learn at least the historical facts of the
period of National Socialism, of Werld War II, of the Jews
and other people, and of the Ho;ocaust.,Tglevision, radio

and some 1mportant national newspapera like the PRANKFURTER
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RUNDSCHAU, the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG, the

SUDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG, and weeklies like DIE ZEIT, DER

' SPIEGEL, DEUTSCHES ALLGEMEINES SONNTAGSBLATT are dealing
with these topics time and again. The TV series "Holocaust"

vas seen and discussed by an extremely large audience. No

doubt, many supporters of today's peace novcment will point
to the past sufferings as well as to the genocide first
of all of Jews but also of'gipgies, Poles, Russians and

others when they protest against war preparations which

could lead again to genocide, supported by Germans.

However, two tendencies can be noticed which make the

~ observer wonder how nuch the attitudes of the majority

of the Germans are really changing, in the sense that

people are becoming more sensitive to present day social

and political problems:

- In general, tﬁere is.1little understanding of the causes
which brought Hitler to power; i.e. of the political
developments and the ideological interpretations of

events from World War I until the 30th January, 1933.

-.In,particulaf, a_considerabla part of those people who
were driven out of their homelands in East Germany after
the war, i;e. out of those regions which have become
Polish or Russian, is still arguing that their suffering -
including the destruction by air raids of cities like
Dresden towards the end of the war - was similar to that
of the Jews. Therefore, there is no need to give special
attention to the fate of the Jews or to deal with this

" subject more than with their own losses.



6. School curricula and textbooks have recently been
analysed and scme.empifical research on_the.agtual
teaching is also going on at present. The result# show

| that serious attempts are being made to come to grips
Iwith the péat, but one notices that there is still a
considerable lack of deeper understanding, sometimes a
certain helplessness of the authors. The most important

conclusions can roughly be summarised as follows:

= There is an honest effort to overcome anﬁiéemitism in |
the teaching of Christian Réligﬁoﬁ. Howeve:,;traditionai
religious convictions have so far not been brought to
abandon the old teaching that through Jesus a new covenant
was founded between the Lord and thé foilowex:s oL Jesus,
whereas the Jews had broken and lost their covenant by
denying that Jesus was Christ, the son of the Lord. The
question is not raised whether the Holocaust could convey
any-religious maanin§ and what this_meaﬁing might be. In
this respect so far nearly no effect can be ascertained
6f the promising Christian-Jewish dialogue which haﬁ
been developing for over twenty years and particularly
of some profoundly new textbooks which were written by

Christians in consultation with Jews fcf. below: point 7).

- In the teaching of history, antisemitism is explained and
deplored mainly as hatred”of Jews. This usually leads to |
discussions of the role of Jews in Germany since the be-
ginning of the 19%9th century and of erroneocus race ideologies

preached by Houston Steward Chamberlain and others. There



is hardly any reflection on roots of Antisemitism in

- Christian antijudaism, and little atténtion 1§'devoted
to the phenomenon of Antisemitism as a product of social
conditions, or to the manipulation of antisemitism by
specific'interast gtogps to:increaée their political

strength, or to find scape goats for their‘ﬁhortcominés.

In teéching the histcry of Nazism facts such as Hitler's_
¢pd: his party's riae.tofpower, armament, concentration
'campé, war, Holocaust are described but "Hitler and the
Nazis" remain strangers wio descended upon Germany like

a thunderstoxrm. The defeat of 1918, thé inflatién in the
early twenties, the world economnic crisis are“reported-

but relatlively littlie attention is given to the importance
of the fact that Germany was turncd into a parlimentarian
democracy in 1918, a decision that was strongly opposéd
from the time it was made until 1933 by the former nobility
and the bourgeocisie. There is - as was mentioned in pointSf.
lack of thorough analysis of the causes of Nazism's suécesg;
instead of such an analysis the churches and the étrmy are
belittled for their reactionary oﬁtlook.and for tbeir lack
of support for the young Weimar republic, but praised out
of all proportion for their later actions of resistance.
The interests of industry, the role of nationalist

university proféssors and students etc. are also often

overlooked etc.,



i Neﬁ-dialogues-betﬁeen Protestants and Jews, and between

- Catholics and Jews, and occaﬁionally-also between all three
of them.were-started rather soon after the end of Nazi period.
The first ones to be active were people like the late |
protestant'blergymén Dean Heinrich Griiber and the catholic

- laywoman Dr. Gertrud Luckner who had been in concentration’

support

camps because they organiEEE“?Ei Jews. The contacts were
first established on a mainly humanitarian basis by local
"Societies for Christian-Jewish Cooperation", which rather
soon bécame loosely linked together by a "Council for -
Coordinating Societies for Christian Jewish Cooperation”.
But since the end of the fifties meetings of Christians and
Jews were also held, and pamphlets and books were published
to start a new religious dialogue, step by step: Confessions
"and discussions of guilt, analyses of the past, ‘revision of
traditional Christian teaching and dogmas, renunciation of the

" Christian intention to convert Jews, a more open-minded
Christian reading of the Tora and a new critical approach to
the New Testament, particularly to the letters of Paul and

- their traditional interpretation, dialogue about “faith and
hope after Auschwitz". The tide began to turn with the pubiic—
ation in 1962 of "The throken Covenant”, an account of the
first public discussions. of the "Working Group Jews and
_Christians“, which wasg linked with the German Evangelical
Assembly (Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag). Since then more
meetings and annualjconferences have been held, and more books

have came out, Official pronouncements of the Catholié Church,



. and their National Council ;

of regional Evangelical churcheglﬁre showing growing

respect and understanding of Jews and their religious con-
victions._Yet they are not going as far as the working

group I mentioned and its affiliates which are cooperating
as - to use a Christian term - an ecumenical community.
However, early in 1980 the Synod of the Evangelical Churéh

of the Rhineland agreed to a major revision of its traditional
-teaching about the Jews. This resolqtioﬁ has led to an intense,-
controversy in theological periodicals amongst Lutheran and
othexr Protestant professors of theology at the Vest German
universities. This could be the beginning of a majér break-
through on the part of the_Evangelical'éhurches because only
accepfance of new findings by the professors of theology might
lead to their dissemination, first amongst parish ministers

and teachers and subsequently among their parishoners.

82-700-45
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ROBERT D.FEDER October 17 F 19 3 3 . NORRISTOWN, PA. 19401

Howard I. Friedman, Esquire
Room 1600

One Wilshire Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Dear Howard:

The AJC leadership mission to Germany was simply
wonderful except for the fact that we were too hectic for
the age of Eleanor and me. Never have I had such an exciting
trip. Thanks so much for the opportunity and especially of
serving as the Leader.

I am looking forward to reporting to the Board of
Governors at the NEC in Philadelphia if that fits the agenda.
Otherwise, to the proper Commission meeting should that be
preferred. This is once when I believe the story of our trip
should be heard by the largest number of our leadership..

Please know that Gene DuBow was tireless, efficient
and the perfect managing professional. He really was essen-
tial to the success of the trip and our enjoyment of it.
There is no doubt Bill Trosten with his background was a big
help in setting things up in advance and Shula Bahat made
good arrangements. They deserve a commendation in their
personnel files for sure.

We had a wonderful group of manageable size and
everyone performed in outstanding fashion. I took the liberty
of sharing the leadership role in many of our meetings and
conferences which I think was appreciated and you could be
proud of all participants. On a few delicate appointments, .

I kept the lead for myself and feel comfortable that I did
not make any goofs. The problems were minor stemming in part



ABRAHAMS & LOEWENSTEIN

Howard I. Friedman, Esquire
October 17, 1983
Page 2

from our travel agency and from too tight a schedule. Will
tell you much more in person, but just wanted to get this:
off even before we get rested.

" Best to Wilma as well as yourself.

Sincerel ours,

BENJAMIN S. LOEWENSTEIN
BSL/kds

cc: Mr. William Trosten

bc: Mr. Eugene DuBow l/
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pi h lation:
agency in the United States. Il protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEW YORK, March 16....A group of young West German adults will learn firsthand about
American Jewish life, history, culture, and communal activity during a two-week visit to the

United States sponsored by the American Jewish Committee and the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation, a West German research and educational agency.

The tour will begin April 17 and end April 30, and will take the participants to New York, .
Washington, Chicago, Seattle, and Los Angeles. It is part of a three-year-old exchange program
under which young American Jewish community leaders and young West German leaders, mostly
non-Jewish, visit each others' countries.

This year's German group includes 15 men and 5 women, all born after World War II. The
1983 American group will leave for West Germany in June.

Discussing the purposes of the program, Richard L. Weiss of Los Angeles, AJC National
Chairman of the German-American Jewish Young Leadership Program, said the exchange was
"designed to provide non-Jewish groups from the Federal Republic of Germany with insights
into the American Jewish community's position in the United States, and to provide young
leaders of the American Jewish community with an objective view of the 'new Germany,' in
order to help the two develop an understanding of each other's cultural, socioeconomie, and
political life." ’

Among the themes to be stressed during next month's mission, said Mr. Weiss, were:
America's religious and cultural pluralism; Jews and the political system; Jews and other ethnic
groups; American Jewish communal and philanthropic history and current activities; Jewish
cultural and educational institutions; Jews in the civil rights movement; Jewish contributions to
the trade union movement; the immigrant experience, and the development in America of the
three major branches of Judaism — Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform.

Highlights of the tour will include:

# Visits to the Statue of Liberty, the Lower East Side, Wall Street, and other major
New York sites. &

Meeting in Washington with Jewish Congressmen and their aides.

Meeting at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

View of Chieago's government, and its relation to the city's ethnie groups.
Visit with the Seattle Jewish community, founded by German Jews.

M I A A ap

Visits to the Jewish Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles and the Hebrew
Union College-School of Jewish Communal Service in Los Angeles.

ff Visits to Jewish museums and other cultural centers.

# Meeting with the Organization of Second Generation Holocaust Survivors.

# Services at a Reform temple and a Conservative synagogue.

-more-
Maynard |. Wishner, President, Howard | Friedman. Chairman, Board of Governors; Theodore Ellenctl, Chaieman, National Executive Council; Robert L. Pelz. Chairman. Board of Trustees.
Donald Feldstein, Executive Vice President
Washington Ottice, 2027 Massachuselts Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036  Europe hg.: 4 Rue de la Bientaisance. 75008 Paris, France e Israel hg 9 Ethiopia S1., Jerusalem, 95149, israel

South America ho.: (temporary office) 165 E. 56 S1., New York, N.Y. 10022 » Mexico-Central America hg. Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexico 5, DF
CSAE 1707
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" In addition, the group will have Sabbath dinners and home hospitality with AJC leaders
and members; meet with young Jewish community leaders, including past and future participants
in the German-American exchange program; sightsee, and meet with representatives of AJC
and other American and American-Jewish organizations to discuss the issues related to their
visit.

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human
relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the eivil and religious rights of Jews at
home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people everywhere.

# # & # & & & #

83-960- 86
3/15/83
A, CP, EJP, FOR, GER, PP, REL, Z
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- ] DR. D. FELDSTEIN
‘lo Abraham Karlikow ' '

: FeX T 1983~
from David GellerQ!G’ | ' [9/{/

subject  Anti-Semitism in Germany - /

I met with a teenaged Jewish girl from Germany, now vacationing in the U.S.
She was accompanied by a close friend of her parents. The girl was born in
Romania and at the age of four emigrated with her parents to Israel. At the
age of eight (1974) the family moved to Germany. Apparently her parents
were born in Bukovina and were German-speaking. Furthermore, they learned
that if they went to Germany, they would receive back payments for work that
the father had done when living in Romania. The father is an architectural
engineer and the mother a dentist.

The girl described a series of experiences through which she has lived which
indicate the pervasive anti-Jewish feeling that still exists in Germany,

even among the younger population. She related that when she first arrived
there and entered school in the third grade, the teacher made her feel welcome
and made special efforts to create friendship between children in the class
and the young girl. But in the fourth and fifth grades, as the children
learned a little about the Holocaust, they did not develop a sympathetic at-
titude toward her but began to treat her as an outsider, alien and 'victim."
Since that time in many ways she has been the victim of anti-Semitic verbal
abuse, with occasional threats of physical violence. Sometimes when she
approached students she would be told that 'We don't want to have anything to
do with Jews." At other times, in her presence, she would hear statements
such as "Do you smell a gas oven? There must be a Jew buring somewhere.'
One day she noticed that students were pointing at her and laughing and she
realized that someone had put a yellow star with the word '"Jew' on the back
of her sweater.

.Understandab-ly, these events have been terribly upsetting and she has on

several occasions berated her parents for having left Israel to live in Germany.
She said that she is aware that the German Government is opposed to these

kinds of manifestations and does what it can to stop it but she believes that
most people are simply not aware of what goes on at recess time or before and
after school. She also claims that the frequency and the magnitude of the
incidents have increased in recent months as a result of the media coverage

-



oo

which she described as particularly vicious at times of the war in Lebanon.

" She confided that she has informed her parents that she has decided to return

to Israel when she finishes her high school studies in a little over a year.

One other point: she lives in Hanover where there are only about 300 Jews.
She w ndered whether the situation is much different in cities like West
Berlin or Munich which have larger Jewish populations. She said that many
of their friends in Hanover have been cowed by recent incidents as well as
the anti-Israel press, and have begun to hide their identity as Jews.
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West Germany‘s commitment vremains constant, Dr. Guenter Joetze,
Germany's Consul General in Los Angeles, told San Diego Union editors.
He said the country's defense budget has increased by 3 percent every
year during the '70s. Here is the interview.

Quest1on: Let me get the ball rolling by ‘suggesting that Sen. Sam Nunn
has asked for a reduction of 90,000 American troops in NATO, of the
326,000 we ‘have there. Is this a good idea?

_Answer: Well, first of all .it's an old idea, and of course we would
regret it very much if it ever was realized, even partially. American
troops are in Europe, first of all because we have an alliance and we
defend common interests. But second, also in the interest of the
United States, to weaken the conventional forces of the alliance in
Europe would of course enhance the danger of nuclear war, would lower
the nuclear threshold. We have negotiations on this issue, the MBFR.
negotiations in Vienna, and it would of course be a prejudice to these
negotiations if the United States un11atera1]y withdrew troops without
an equivalent on the Sov1et side.

Q: Well there's thought that it's 35 years after the war and why do we
need 326,000 troops there. Wouldn't 50,000 do, or 100,000 or some
lesser number9 :

A: As I say, by weakening the number of conventional forces, you would
lower the nuclear threshold and you would raise the danger of a
nuclear confrontation. The strategic thought which we favor goes in
‘the opposite direction and is represented in a very articulate way by
Gen.Rogers, the supreme commander of NATO. That is, to increase the
conventional forces of the alliance in Europe.

GERHAN INFORMATION CENTER, 950 THIRD AVENUE,NEW YORK, N.Y.10022 (212) 888-9840
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Q“: _Ne—ﬂ the _wl'-ioie thought behind Sen.” Nunn's proposal - as the
-Mansfield Amendment before it - is that Western Europe is not doing
enough in its own behalf. Do you think it is?

,A: Well, when this thought first was expressed, as you say by Mr.
" -Mansfield, our army was a third weaker than it is now. We have
increased our defense budget during the entire time of detente, i.e.,
the entire '70s, by 3 percent every year - 3 percent in real value,
inflation deducted - which means today the Bundeswehr is 30 percent
stronger than it was at that time. And we are, in spite of serious
budget difficulties, striving hard to keep that record. We will this
year have a real augmentation, inflation deducted, in real terms, of
about 2.5, 2.6. This is what a European nation can afford. Most
European nations do much less. I don't want to quote names of
countries. It should be noted that in a Western European nation,
especially in Germany, two-digit budget increases for defense would be
impossible. It could not be done given the social and financial
structure of our budgets in our country and other societies.

~Q: Do I understand you to say that you feel Western Europe is doing
enough and does not need to do any more? '

A: 1 can't speak for Western Europe. I can speak for my country. We
are all in favor of a constant reinforcement of our common military
endeavors and we think we are contributing as much as we can. I quoted
the figures. And we are devoted to going on in this direction.

Q: How do you characterize the health of NATO?

A: NATO has issued a declaration on East-West relations to which we
fully subscribe, which we are very happy with. And it has shown us
that between the major allies, especially between the United States
and us, the political course is clear. There are some less encouraging
aspects - one, for instance, the mood of the present Greek government,
which constantly adds asterisks to the communiques which say that they
distance themselves from everybody, from every text which is there.
And there is of course the compromise the Dutch government had to
reach on stationing cruise missiles in that country, which some people
feel might reopen the issue in my country. I, however, am confident
that as far as the deployment issue in West Germany is concerned, it
is over and it cannot be put in question by events in the Netherlands.
So on the whole, despite some problems, the alliance is in good shape.

Q: How are West Germany's relations with the Soviet Union?

A: Well, just a couple of weeks ago, we had a visit by our foreign
minister, Mr. Genscher, in Moscow. He was received by Mr. Chernenko
;and had conversations with Gromyko. In the international part of these
conversations, Gremyko took a pretty negative attitude on the United
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States, saying that their attitude in every major issue is totally
sterile and negative, and it's their fault in every case if there is
no progress in East-West' relations, which Genscher rejected, both
privately and publicly. He changed his 1luncheon speech at the very
last moment without. actually giving warning, so that it really made
the maximum effect, and defended our American ally at both the Green
and the White table with a pretty widespread public media effect also,
at least in my country., Not in this country. And on bilateral issues,
the Soviet attitude was a bit more forthcoming. For instance, they
agreed to participate in a conference on environment, to which we
invited European and North American states in June in Munich, which
is, given the importance of environmental questions in Europe, quite
satisfactory for us. We have the impression that the Soviet Union is
interested in having a reasonable working relationship with us. We
have nothing against this, again in the interest of stabilization of
East-West relations, but we lose no occasion to make it p1a1n to them
that we remain firmly in the western a111ance

Q: What is the west German_government s assessment of why the Soviets
are, at the moment at least, proving so intransigent?

A: I couldn't give you a government's assessment on that, but I can
give you some expert. views. There js, first of all, the explanation of
a domestic stalemate. -A. second poss1b]e exp]anat10n is a serious
deception with the po11t1cs of the Reagan administration or that they
wait until they see what comes after the American elections. There is
a third possibility, a third alternative, which is widely discussed in
our media, at least, that it .is an upsurge of the military, the:rising
importance of the military. I, speaking in my personal capacity, would
discard the second possibility. The Russians are autocrats, but the
ruling circle of the Soviet Union, the political rule, is a bunch of
very tough-headed, also "very chauvinistic, leaders who are not
impressed by sentiments. They will do business with an administration
headed by Mr. Reagan if they think it's fit. For the time being, they
probably are not prepared to enter wide-ranging arms control
discussions for two reasons. One, because they would like to have
East-West relations not -limited to arms control. They would at least
also include the issue of the second basket of Helsinki, i.e.,
economic cooperation, and second, they will wait until the elections.

Q: Why would they wait after the elections, if they were dealing with
any regime?

A: First, for face-saving. Face plays an important role in Moscow.

Q: How do you interpret the results of the European Par11amentary
elections? It seems that there was an attitude of throw-the-rascals-
~out in every country. To what do you attribute this?
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A: Well, it is a midterm election and a midterm election always.has
this use in most European countries - it's used to tell the government
a lesson. This is true in England, in France and it surely is true for
my country. Everybody knew that the French coalition parties would do
badly in this election, so that was predictable. And we all know the
reasons for it. Most people predicted that the Labor Party in Great
Britain would do a bit better than last time. And in our case, the
only outstanding features are, first of all, the 4.8 percent for the
Liberal party and the 8.2 percent for the Greens. Now you may have
noted that participation in the elections in the FRG was 56.8 percent,
which in our terms is extremely low, given the old experience that
young, radical voters who vote for a cause are more likely to go to
the polls even on a nice Sunday. I would say this 8.2 percent for the
Greens and 4.2 percent for the Liberals is not indicative for
long-term trends, given this low participation. sl

Q: Well the Liberals, the Free Democrats, are sagging anyway, Jjust
barely making the 5 percent necessary to qualify for Parliament in the
'state elections, if they're getting that. And Genscher, who is their
leading 1light, said he'll not seek re-election. Will the Free
Democrats stop being a factor in West German elections?

A: Well, here again, of course, obviously I have to speak as a private
citizen. I would say.if at these European elections they got 4.8, it
means that they will remain a decisive factor, because what normally
happens at Federal elections is that a lot of people say, good
heavens, we simply cannot abandon, we cannot.dispose of that party,
and then vote for it. And then they got 8 percent. So the Liberal
party, as long as I can remember, and as long as I can track back my
own voting behavior, has been constantly in danger and has been
constantly saved. It is a courageous small party which appeals to. the
intellect, and it would be a pity if we lost it. Our political
landscape would bé poorer. And I'm sure it won't happen.

Q: Well, there's a new factor, however, that you did not mention. Two
years ago they switched from the Social Democrats to Christian
Democrats and aroused quite a bit of anger among some people. You
don't think this is a factor?

A: Yes, it's a factor. It has, of Eourse, scared away some of their
voters, obviously. ' :

Q: Conversely, the Greens got 8 percent plus in the European
elections, and they're getting around 8 percent 1in the state
elections. There are two thoughts that I picked up in Germany recent]y
about the Greens: one they're not a factor anymore, and two, they're a
_r1s1ng factor. Which of the two do you accept?
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A: Well, I would think that we have to reckon with them as a constant
. factor. And it will be the task of our - democratic system to
~incorporate them, to get them used to the way the parliamentary system
works, to get them used to comprom1ses and to coalitions, and to
transform them from a single- or two-issue party - because it really
is a ‘two-issue party, pacifism and environmentalism - to a
responsible, maybe left-wing radical party. Mind you, the situation of
the '50s and '60s where the Federal Republic of Germany was the only
Western European country without any left-wing, democratic, radical
party, was not in keeping with European traditions. And I think it's a
healthy thing if radical thoughts that are normal in every Western
European society - and it's not communist thoughts, not at all; it's
radical democratic thought - can be expressed and can be channeled in
the democratic process. I might add that the 8.6 percent of the vote
that they have coincides - almost coincides - with the 9 percent of
Germans who oppose German membership to NATO; 72 percent were for
 German membership in NATO in August '83.

Q: What worries a lot of Americans when they look at Western Europe
and at the Atlantic Alliance is that, for example, the opposition
parties in two of NATO's most 1mportant member states, Great Britain
and the Federal Republic of .Germany, seem to be drifting, or even in
one case at least - the Labor Party in Britain - openly advocating a
policy of unilateral disarmament, at Teast in a nuclear sense,, and the
Social Democrats in the Federal Republic are finally opposed to the
deployment of new weapons in West Germany. Sooner or later, as
Dr. Kissinger has argued, some of these parties ‘are going to come to
power, and if that happens, what sort of options does that leave for
continued defense of the Atlantic Alliance?

A: I would find it difficult to answer for Britain. Frankly, I don't
know the Labour Party well enough. As to the Sccial Democrats, I would
say this. The last workshop I attended in Bonn before Teaving was a
workshop of the Social Democratic Party on security issues, with a big
participation of American specialists and everything, and it was quite
clear that party 1eadersh1p continues to think in terms of
responsibility for NATO. And in terms of continuation of the present
security policy. The last convention of the Social Democratic Party -
first of all we should start from that - brought a great majority for
the continued adherence of West Germany to NATO. And it's very
difficult to predict the behavior of a party which is 1in opposition
for a future time when it will be in government. And I, of course,
have to be careful because I have to steel clear of domestic politics.
I just would 1imit myself to saying' that in the history of that party
it has proved to be a reliable party which aiways was up to its tasks
when necessary.
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Q: To ask this question in a simpler way, isn't it apparent that in a
number of Western European countries there seems to be more interest
in a future in which Western Europe would be less a member of the
western Alliance than a kind of neutral demilitarized region?

A: No sir, not in the case of my country. A poll conducted by the
Atlantic Institute in Paris found 70 percent of our population for
membership in NATO and 9 percent against. We now stand with the
country the Germans would Tike to cooperate with most closely - 79
percent named the United States. These are decisive figures. And the
image of Western Europe being scared to death before the Soviet
threat, as sometimes conveyed by American media, is wrong. There was
an opinion poll published in the last edition of the German weekly Die
Zeit which asked what most worries the population of the countries
they polled. As to the Federal Republic, when they were asked what
worried them most, it was underemployment. Fifteen percent of our
population replied it was atomic weapons. Fourteen percent replied
that it was the danger of war. Whereas, in the United States, 28
percent of the population replied that what worried them most was
atomic weapons, and 32 percent replied that it was danger of war. You
can rely on us.

Q: But there is a revival of the Western European Union for no
apparent reason, .which is a drift away from the concept of the
alliance in NATO. How do you explain that?

A: First of all, it's a French idea and we have to see what we can
make of it. We find this idea interesting, first of all, for one
reason: The revival of a Western European Union could provide us with
a platform, a legal platform for enhancing industrial corporation in
the armament field, which we badly need, given a tendency in your
Congress to restrict cooperation in this field between the United
States and us. Secondly, it is important that we agree amongst
ourselves, as Europeans, on some basic lines of security issues in
order to make our we1ght felt more heavily in Atlantic discussions.

" Thirdly, membership in the Western European Union 1is quite useful,
because some states, which in NATO sometimes are difficult to persuade
to go along, don't participate. But don't force me to elaborate on
that. The membership really is the hard core of the European part of
the Western Alliance.

Q: Why was it dormant all these years and suddenly revived?

A: The idea of reviving the Western European Union dates back to '61.
Whenever there was a tendency to strengthen the European pillar of the
Atlantic Alliance, somebody talked of the Western European Union. It
needed perhaps a new French government, and therefore new ideas and
new persons, to simply get this idea prevailing.
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A: Well, I would think that we have to reckon with them as a constant
factor. And it will be the task of our democratic system to
incorporate them, to get them used to the way the parliamentary system
works, to get them used to compromises and to coalitions, and to
transform them from a single- or two-issue party - because it really
is a two-issue party, pacifism and environmentalism - to a
responsible, maybe left-wing radical party. Mind you, the situation of
the '50s and '60s where the Federal Republic of Germany was the only
Western European country without any left-wing, democratic, radical
party, was not in keeping with European traditions. And I think it's a
healthy thing if radical thoughts that are normal in every Western
European society-- and it's not communist thoughts, not at all; it's
radical democratic thought - can be expressed and can be channeled in
the democratic process. I might add that the 8.6 percent of the vote
that they have coincides - almost coincides - with the 9 percent of
Germans who oppose German membership to NATO; 72 percent were for
German membership in NATO in August '83.

Q: What worries a lot of Americans when they look at Western Europe
and at the Atlantic Alliance 1is that, for example, the opposition
parties in two of NATO's most important member states, Great Britain
and the Federal Republic of .Germany, seem to be drifting, or even in
one case at least - the Labor Party in Britain - openly advocating a
policy of unilateral disarmament, at least in a nuclear sense, and the
Social Democrats in the Federal Republic are finally opposed to the
deployment of new weapons in West Germany. Sooner or Tlater, as
Dr. Kissinger has argued, some of these parties are going to come to
power, and if that happens, what sort of options does that leave for
continued defense of the Atlantic Alliance?

A: 1 would find it difficult to answer for Britain. Frankly, I don't
know the Labour Party well enough. As to the Social Democrats, I would
say this. The last workshop I attended in Bonn before leaving was a
workshop of the Social Democratic Party on security issues, with a big
participation of American specialists and everything, and it was quite
clear that party 1leadership continues to think in terms of
responsibility for NATO. And in terms of continuation of the present
security policy. The last convention of the Social Democratic Party -
first of all we should start from that - brought a great majority for
the continued ‘adherence of West Germany to NATO. And it's very
difficult to predict the behavior of a party which is in opposition
for a future time when it will be in government. And I, of course,
have to be careful because 1 have to steel clear of domestic politics.
I just would limit myself to saying that in the history of that party
it has proved to be a reliable party which always was up to its tasks
when necessary.
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Q: To ask this question in a simpler way, isn't it apparent that in a
number of Western European countries there seems to be more interest
in a future in which Western Europe would be less a member of the
Western Alliance than a kind of neutral demilitarized region?

A: No sir, not in the case of my country A poll conducted by the
Atlantic Institute .in Paris found 70 percent of our population for
membership in NATO and 9 percent against. We now stand with the
‘country the Germans would Tike to cooperate with most closely - 79
percent named the United States. These are decisive figures. And the
image of Western Europe being scared to death before the Soviet
threat, as sometimes conveyed by American media, is wrong. There was
an opinion poll published in the last edition of the German weekly Die
Zeit which asked what most worries the population of the countries
they polled. As to the Federal Republic, when they were asked what
worried them most, it was underemployment. Fifteen percent of our
population replied it was atomic weapons. Fourteen percent replied
that it was the danger of war. Whereas, in the United States, 28
percent of the population replied that what worried them most was
atomic weapons, and 32 percent replied that it was danger of war. You
can rely on us.

Q: But there 1is a revival of the Western European Union for no
apparent reason, .which is a drift away from the concept of the
alliance in. NATO. How do you explain that?

A: First of a11, it's a French idea and we have to see what we can
make of it. We find this idea interesting, first of all, for one
reason: The revival of a Western European Union could provide us with
a platform, a legal platform for enhancing industrial corporation in
the armament field, which we badly need, given a tendency in your
Congress to restrict cooperation in this field between the United
States and us. Secondly, it 1is important that we agree amongst
ourselves, as Europeans, on some basic lines of security issues in
order to make our weight felt more heavily in Atlantic discussions.
Thirdly, membership in the Western European Union is quite useful,
" because some states, which in NATO sometimes are difficult to persuade

3 to go along, don't participate. But:don't force me to elaborate on

that. The membership really is the hard core of the European part of
the Western Alliance. ;

Q: Why was it dormant all these years and suddenly revived?

A: The idea of reviving the Western European Union dates back to '61.
Whenever there was a tendency to strengthen the European pillar of the
Atlantic Alliance, somebody talked of the Western European Union. It
needed perhaps a new French government, and therefore new ideas and
new persons, to simply get th15 idea prevailing.
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Q: Going back now, in response to a question about politics, you said
Social Democrats-are a responsible party, you said at their convention
they voted to stay with NATO in firm support for NATO and so forth,
That is true, except théy want the NATO without nuclear weapons. They
also made that very plain. You said earlier that Pershing IIs are in
West Germany to stay. If one of your major parties almost equal in
voting strength to a major party doesn't-want nuclear weapons and
nuclear weapons are going in, doesn't this create .the basis of a
dissension that will eventually fracture the German opinion?

A: Well, I can only refer to -one observat1on I made and one
experience. And the experience is that we.are responsible parties, and
we have to recognize that parties, as such, -act differently in
government than they talk in opposition and I'm sure this fact is
known in American political life, too. Second, the observation [ made
in talking to responsible people in this party is that they are fully

aware of the necessity of continuity and a security policy. We in our

situation and every governing party in our situation at the borderline
would be terrible fools if we switched the main issue of security
policy from one day to another or even within the decade. I'm sure
there is no possibility for any German government suddenly to change
its stance in major issues of security policy. What it boils down to,
then, is the possibility of long-term conceptual changes. But there we
coincide. We all want to raise the nuclear threshold.

Q: But yet, I'm still a little bit perplexed, because in 1977 Helmut
Schmidt, the leader of the Social Democrats, was for deployment of the
Pershings. It was his idea that brought the Pershings into being. NATO
approved it in December 1979 and in March '83, the West German
election, the Social Democrats were still for it, but in November they
were against it, and that's not .long-range continuity. It's rather an
abrupt change 'in a short time.

A. Right, but I'm not the spokesman of the party. I mean, I can only
answer you as an outside observer, and these are my observations. I
don't think you can deduce from that a danger of our change of policy.
I would go even further. Given the figures I read to you earlier, I
would predict that if our voters would get the definite impression
that the Social Democratic Party intends to change rad1ca11y the
security policy of the country, they wouldn't win.

Q: Well, talking to leaders of both parties, the Christian Democrats
and Social Democrats, I understand that neither party expects ever to
have a majority of parliament in the foreseeable future. That leaves a
vote to a minor swing party that could be a peace party. Could that
alter the equation?
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- A: Well, here we are again. Then the majority of the German voters
thought, good heavens ... we have to save the Liberal Party. And a lot
of those housewives - I know many of them - and sons of presidents of
big companies who vote Green would think twice if voting Green would
suddenly become a fatal security question. Don't forget, this is
really the issue behind all, the questions you are asking. Ours is a
very solid country. We are not shaky. -Our population knows what it
wants and it is firm,

Q: Do you see any hope for human rights in the Soviet Union?

A No. Not the way you define 1t I see more hope for human rights in
central and eastern Europe. Russia has a long history of repression
which .didn't start in 1918, and it will not be changed in the short or

medium term. What could-charige in the medium and long term is more
benevolent behavior of the ruling autocracy towards the broad masses.
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. it protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relati

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, March 1 ... Twent_y West Germans due in New York City April 1 will be
given an extraurdia;lary introduction to Jewish life in America, in a two-week
cultural exchange program sponsored by the American Jewish Committee and The
Konrad Adenauer Foundation of West Germany.

"The purpose of the program," explains its chairman, Richard L. Weiss of Los
Angeles, a vice president of AJC, "is to provide young German leaders with a clear
insight into the Jewish community's position in the United States." The American

Jewish Committee group will travel to the Federal Republic of Germany in July in

_ the fourth consecutive year of the joint exchange.

Notes Mr. Weiss, "Most of the German participants born after the war have
had little or no contact with Jews in their own country. For some, their exposure to
Jews here is part of a life changing experience. It is something that they do not find
at home, and it gives them an appreciation of the needs and concerns of modern
Jeu{ry both in and out of Germany."

In New York City, April 1-4, the group will visit Jewish enclaves in different
boroughs, getting their first look at the distinctly American phenomenon of
denominational sects within Judaism, visiting Reform, Conservative and Orthodox
synagogues. At the AJC headquarters in Manhattan, the group will study the Jewish
community's network of cultural, religious and educational institutions and its many
philanthropic and social welfare organizations.

In Washington, D.C., April 5-7, the participants will meet with Jewish

congressmen and lobbbyists to learn how Jewish groups work within the American
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William §. Trosten, Acting Director
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political system. During a stopover in Chicago, April 9-11, the Germans will
examine how Jews work together with other ethnic groups toward common
objectives in the framework of a large pluralistic society. The ways in which Jews
contribute to and participate in volunteer life in America is the emphasis of a visit
to Los Angeles April 11-14.

In addition, the group will travel to Cincinnati, April 7-9, center of the
Reform movement, which was transported to U.S. shores by German Jewish
immigrants. There the group will learn firsthand about the unique achievements of
German Jews in America and will attend a symbolic seder in advance of the
Passover holiday.

The two-week program includes evenings of home hospitality with American
Jewish Committee leaders and members as well as with former and future Jewish
participants in the American-German exchange program.

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer
human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of Jews at home and abroad and seeks improved human relations for all people

everywhere.
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Gemeinnutzige Gesellschatft
> zur Férderung europaischer Wallfahrten
und ch ristlicher Zusammenarbeit

( Europa-Wallfahrt”) e.V.

Der Priasident

Herrn

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum

Director of International Relations

The American Jewish Community

165, East 56Th Street ' EINSCHREIBEN

New York, NY 10022 - 13. Juli 1984 L-r

Sehr geehrter, lieber Herr Professor Tanenbaum,

da ich morgen fiir einige Wochen in Ferien nach Spanien gehe,
mochte ich vorher noch die finanzielle Seite Ihres Besuches
in Ottobeuren regeln.

Herr Scheule und ich haben bis heute auf einen Brief von Ihnen
gewartet, Auf meinen Brief an Sie vom 25. Juni habe ich

ebenfalls noch keine Antwort erhalten., Ich hoffe, daB der Brief
nicht unterwegs verlorengegangen ist. Sollten Sie diesen Brief
nicht erhalten haben, bitte ich um entsprechende Nachricht.

Denn ich hatte Ihnen einige Uberlegungen wegen der Broschiire

liber die christlich-jiidische Begegnung in Ottobeuren unterbreitet.
Ohne Ihre Antworten kdnnte ich die Broschiire nicht in Druck geben,
die nach unserer Vorstellung im Oktober fertiggestellt sein sollte.
Ich hoffe zuversichtlich, nach meiner Riickkehr aus den Ferien
einen Antwortbrief von Ihnen vorzufinden. '

Ich tibersende Ihnen heute einen Bankscheck ilber US-3 3.250,--

‘als Erstattung der Flugkosten flir Sie und Ihre liebe Frau -

und zwar New York - Miinchen und zuriick. Ein internationales
Reisebiiro-hat mir diesen Betrag fiir die 2 Tickets business class

angegeben. 5

Buro: Europa-Waltfahrt e.V. - Postfach 340 - D-7144 Asperg Telefon 07141/32064 - Telex 7264 444 SeriD
Banken: Deutsche Bank Asperg, Kto.-Nr. 977 777 Europa-Wallfahrt e.V., BLZ 604 700 82 - Postscheckamt Stgt. Kto.-Nr. 7678-700, BLZ 600100 70
Geistlicher Beirat: Msgr. Dr. Gerhard Specht - Bergruthe 8 - D-5800 Hagen - Telefon 023 31/5 95 88, Mo. u. Di. 14 - 20 Uhr.



Sollte Ihre Forderung jedoch dariiber hinausgehen, bitte ich
um entsprechende Nachricht.

Mit allen guten Wiinschen und sehr herzlichen Griissen,
auch an Ihre liebe Frau,

Ihr sehr ergebener

gez. Hans August Liicker
Prasident

Nach Diktat wverre _t.

Elfriede Richter
Mitarbeiterin

Anlage: Bankscheck-Nr, 737135 ilber US-§ 3.250,--
Deutsche Bank Ludwigsburg -
EUROPEAN-AMERICAN BANK & TRUST COMPANY NEW YORK, N.Y.



ADDRESS BY HOWARD |. FRIEDMAN, PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH
COMMITTEE, AT OBSERVANCES MARKING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY
.-.OF THE GERMAN GENERALS' PLOT TO ASSASSINATE HITLER.

JULY 20, 1984, BONN, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
Chancellor Kohl, DiStithished Ladies and Gentlemen,
It'EESAH gehuine privilege to take part in these obsérvances marking
——the 40th Anniversary of the German Generals' Plot of July 20, 1944, to

- terminate the leadeféhip of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi fegime,

As President of‘tﬁe American Jewish Committ;e, | am particu}arly
conscious of the 5ignifjcahée of this occasion. For_the past decade, the
‘American Jewish Committee has pioneeréd in efforts to bﬁiid new bridées of
gnderstanding between'fhé Federal Republic of Germany and thé United States
of America, and between -the German people and the Jewish people in the
United States, Israel, and elsewhere. Qe sincerely trust that this
commemoration today will contribute to the advancement of that shared

objective.

In candor, we do notnhave first-hand information about the events,
the personalities, nor the motivations that led to the July 20, 1944,
———assassination attempts against Adolf Hitler and his brutal regime. Our
primary sources of inforhation come from history books, such as those of

William L. Shirer (The Rise and Fall of the Third Réich).

It is of 5utpas$ingfintgresf to learn that, while we today focus on

the July 20th coup, the}e were according-to historians "at least a half

~— dozen attempts to assasinate~Hitler-during-T9h3.“~'Thé Gestapo recorded

‘lists of some 7,000 arrests .of conspirators against Hitler, and some 4,980

Germans were killed as conspirators.
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The Kreisau Circle is described by Shirer as ''a cross-section of
‘German sqdiety..}tﬁat hated Hitler and all the degradation he had brought
on German and Europe.' Count Helmuth James von Moltke, a pillar of the

Kreisau Circle, is reported to have written in 19ﬁ3, "To us, Edrope after

the war is a question of how. the picture of man can be reestablished in the

breasts of our fellow-citizens."

That statemént, | believe, is the crux ofiwﬁY we are met Hefe today.
The savage regiﬁé of AHOIfﬁHitler anﬂ.his‘ﬂazi cohorts was clearly a massive
tragedy:fdr-Germany and’ the Gérman people. .For:the Jewish people, it was
anQ unsﬁéakab]e trauma whose massac;e of six mil?ion Jewish men, women, and_

children continues to affect the worldview of the Jewish people today.

In its ultimate meaning, Nazism was a pagan assaul§ on the moral and
spiritual foundatfons:of Western civilization and of mankind.at-iarge. The
keystonélof Western society, from_the first until the 20th centhry, has been
the unshakeable conviction of the dignity of the human personality. thrié-
tians and Jews are bound together by the profound Biblical and democratic
humanism that affirms the sanctity of .every human life and the fundamental

human rights that flow from that conviction.

Nazism, with racism at its core and its fanatic demonology of Jews
and Judaism,_was a radical pefﬁefsioﬁ of everythfng sacred that sustained
Western civilization at its besé.- This Anniversary should summon us to .
| -mobilize all our moral, spiritual and infellectuallresources to recommitment
to thbse fundgmenté) values, ideals, and institutions on which a humane

~and civil democratic order depend.
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To that end, | would respéetfully suggést that these difficult
times call for our ddllaboratioﬁ in the following areas:

First, Christians and Jews -- Germans, Americans, and people of gbod
will everywhere -- must-help engender a national and international concensus.
that rejects those who use violence_or who advocate the use of violence.

We mbst work to deromanticize all appeals to use violence and terrorism
as méans'of liberation, since from a moral standpoint, no ends can justify
such anti-hﬁman means. -

Secdnd, we must.wofk'to curtail the-resort to inflammatory propaganda,
especially frqm international f;rums,:which have psychological impact on
an international SCale.f'AslPhéf. Gordon giipéﬁp of:HaryardIUniversity,
concluded in'hgg monuménfal studQ,w“The NatJfg éf Prejﬁdicé,” there is an
inévftable progfessfon'?frgm verbal aggres;idn-tp violence, from rumor to
riot, frbm gossip to genocide." . - ‘

Third, we must work foward educationaT dévelopment and communications -
among peoples to reduce the abrasive effects of ''differences." Differeﬁces,
és we have 1earﬁed in the p!ufalistic experienﬁe of America, can be a source.:
of en;ichmént rather th&n a threat.

Fourth, we should engage in an urgent and 5u5tained intellectual and
educational effort to elaborate an ideology of pluréiism wﬁich presupposes
the riéht of each religious, racial, and ethnic group to define itself in
its own terms and to be accepted uncond?tianaliy by its own self-definition.
Christians and Jews have a decisive contribution to make to the buildiﬁg
of the ideological foundations without which a stable world .community cannot

come into being.
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And finally, we need to recognize the fundamental interdependence of
all human rights and collaborate Qigorously tohassdre that evéry nation --
East and West, North and South, implement fully their commitments to the

Universal Declaration on Human Rights.

In particular, Christians and Jews should work for the cbmplet}on 6f
the judicial instrumentalities called for by Article 6 of the Geodcjde Con-
vention in the form of an international penal tribunal for tryfng those who

are accused of genocide attémpts anywhere in the world.

In early July lshh; William Shirer writes, foliowing the Allied landing
in Normandy, the Generals who led the conspiracy éga{nst Hitler were thrown.
into confusion. Generals stauffénberg, Beck, and Goerdeler reportedly
won&ered whether thére was any point in going ahead with the?f plans to
assassinate Hitler. They finailyuconciuded that thaugh a successful anti-
Nazi revolt could not not spare Germany from.Ailied occupation, it would
bring the war to an end and save further loss of blood and destruction of
the Fatherland. Above all, they felt, it would show the world that there

was ''another Germany'' besides the Nazi one.

This Ahnivefsﬁry today, by théivefy-fact-of its taking place, is a
demonstration.of ‘a conviction ﬁhat many of'qs hold.to; namely, that there
is '"a new Germany.' A new Germany 'c_c.m'fmi-i-:jtéa't'(lz) ﬁpho1_ding the sanctity of
huﬁah life, of deﬁénﬂing ?Qnstiiuiioqgl democracy, of dppoéing racism and
anti-Semitism, o% bui]djnglg_wolkd'orﬂgr based on mutuai fe5pect and caring
between all members of tﬁe_ﬁhman famiiy. It is to that visfon, a vision
of hisfdry'not as a hittﬁingtpOSt'tofthe.past,;bﬁt ;sua.gﬁiding post to a
new future, fhat‘ﬂﬁLAmerican Jewish Committee extends its hand of fellowship,

solidarity, and subport.

rpr
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Tel Aviv, July 12,1484

DER BOTSCHAFTER
DER BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND

Dr. Niels Hansen

Mr. Bernard Resnikoff
Director :

The Apmerican Jewish Committee
Lsrael Office

Rehov Ethiopia 9

Jerusalem 95 149

£

Dear Mr. Resnikoff,

this 1is to thank you cordially for your very
kind letter of July 6. I am proud of your friendly
words which I appreciate very much. The good relabilon:s
between The American Jewish Committee and our
Government are essential, indeed, - and helpful for

my work here in Israel as well.

Hoping to seeing you again before long I amn

oy S
L

0]

with best regawdsyandfwiizhness fron '‘coth us

Guetndy AN,

\ tﬂ\x A Qi



Christian and Jew in Communist Germany
by
Leonard Swidler

There were 500, 000 Jews living in Germany before the Nazis
took over in 19332; today, in East Germany, out of a population of
17,000, 000, there are 450 practicing Jews-+-and no Rabbi. Still,
a small but growing number of Christians--theologians, clergy and
lay people--are more and more caming to feel the need to be in
dialogue with Jews. Partly this is because of a growing
awvareness of the past guilt and present regponsibility for the
horror of the -Holocaust, and partly because of the swelling
avareness among Christians in geneial of the need to enter into
interreligious dialogue, and first of all into Jewish-Christian

dialogue. There is of course precious little opportunity for
East Germans to travel to the West, but the great majority of
them can, and do, receive Western television broadcasts. Hence,

for example, they were able to see the television production of
"Holocaust” a few years ago, and this spring the television
production of "Shoah. "

But who can be the dialogue partners of these interested
Christians in East Germany? There is no one other than this tiny
handful of Jewish laity. In fact, Christian community has
reached out to them in dialogue, but the scholarly, theological
levels of the dialogue are beyond *he reach of the Jewish.
community.

It is against thie backdrop . f need that a second Seminar
on Jewish-Chrietian Dialogue spones:.red by the Journal of
University went to East Germany fo:r two weeks of intense
dialogues (March 7-23, 1986). The team that went was made up of
seven personeg, four Jews and three Christians. There were two
Rabbis, one Jewish layman and one .ewish laywoman, a Catholic
priest, a Catholic layman, and a Protestant laywoman, all of whom
wvere trained scholars in various fields of religious studies.
All were Philadelphians, most from the faculty or graduate
student body of Temple University Religion Department, one from
the University of Pennsylvania, and one from the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College.

During our fifteen days in Germany (the beginning and
closing weekends in West Berlin, and the rest of the time in East
Germany) we held dialogues at a doren different institutions.

The welcome accorded us was warm, it times even touching. It
often seemed that our hosts felt th2y could not do enough for us.
We seemed to go from peak experienc2 to peak experience, though
at timeg individuals of our Semina: experienced personal
"valleys. " For instance, one memb¢«r was Suzanne Heschel, whose

‘father, Rabbi Abraham Heschel, one >f the most revered Jewish
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scholars of the middle twentieth century, did his Ph.D. in the
University off Berlin in 1933. His doctoral dissertation is still
sitting on the shelves of the university library today. Vigiting
that university (and later lecturing there), with the memory of
Rabbi Héschelrs deportation from Germany by the Nazis, his later
escape, and the loss of much of his family in the Holocaust, was
a deeply emotional experience for Suzanne Heschel--and also for
all of us, both Americans and Germans who were with her.

One of tﬂe other members of our seminar, Rabbi Mordechai

Liebling, is ﬁhe only child of two Holocaust survivors. For him
too, the comiqg to Germany was a searing emotional experience.
But it was also the beginning of a deeply healing experience. In

fact, even before his return to the United States, Rabbi Liebling
began to think about the posmibility of gathering a group of
children of Holocaust survivors to make an extended visit to
Germany, both West and East, to be,in to build the bridge of
future dialogue and collaboration 'o help rid the world of all
future prejudice and fear of holoc .usts.

I1f nothing else hut these two experiences had come from this
Seminar, the wvhole project would have been more than justified.
However, much more happened on a wide variety of levels:

Our firgt:weekend was devoted to putting on a conference on
Jewish*Christién dialogue in West Rerlin, co-sponsered by the
Protestant and |[Cathnlic Academies, the church-supported
conference centlers. That conference reached its high point and
conclusion in d joint Protestant-Catholic-Jewish worship service
on Sunday morning in a West Berlin Protestant church. The
service had beeln worked out jointly by Protestant, Catholic and
Jewish participgntw in the conferernce. Its center was the sermon
preached by Rabbi Mordechai Leibling. He spoke of how "We Jews
and Germans musF work together to tell the world, fraom our
experience as victim and victimizer, that we can not afford to
stand by benumbed in the face of the possibility, and perhaps
even likelihoodf of other holocausts’ occuring, especially the
woret of all po¢51b19 holocausts, - nuclear war." Standing by
hie side, translating for him into German, was a Protestant
theological student, Katherine Kapype, who had spent a year as an
exchange student in Temple University Religion Department and who
is now back fin;shing her theological studies in West Berlin.

|

On Monday marning, March 10, we walked across the border
into East Berlinl, a somewhat unnerving experience far those who
had never done it before. But, once across, we were warmly
welcomed by Profezssor Heinich Fink, the Dean of the Protestant
Theological Faculty of the Humboldt University in East Berlin.
After getting Ephtjed in our guarters, seeing the University and
‘laying out our sghwdule for the rest of the week, we made our
first formal prezentation in East Berlin that night at the
Protexztant Church of Sancta Sophia (Sophienkirche?), where a
grass-roote Jewigh-Christian dialogue group had gathered. There
were over 200 péqple jammed into the hall, with the last twenty

|
| :

|



egtanding around the edqes. The first part of the evening was very
serious, with Gerard Sloyan and Lezter Dean conducting a
Christian-Jewish dialogue on Paul.

This was very high-level, creative, theological thinking
that was going on. Their initial statements were written out and
tranzlated into German ahead of time, but once they were
presented, the real dialogue, asking questions and responding
back and forth, began in earnest. New thoughts were thought.

The edges of knowledge were pushed out. This dialogue was the
real thing! Despite the fact that this was done at the highest
scholarly and intellectual level, and despite the fact that it
was done in English and then translated into German by two other
members by our seminar, the audience was totally transfixed. And
we had similar experiences the several other times that
variations of the "Paul" dialogue were conducted the next two
wveeks of our scjourn in East Germa:y, whether the audience was
largely lay, seminarians, or theclcgical professors. Each time
nev ideas were created.

& On the following day, Tuesday, March 11, we divided our
forces, with 2ome going to speak to senior-high-school-level
women students, and others of us meeting with a group of Catholic
leaders, chaired by Bishop Bernhard Huhn, the Bishop of Gbrlitz,
which is on the East German-Polish border; he is also in charge
of ecumenical affairs for the East German Bishops Conference.

The exchange was extremely open and warm. Afterwards Bishop Huhn
commented that this was the first time that he had sat around the
table with a Jew (a comment that we were to hear many times in
the ensuing days), and sincerely hcped that this would be only
the first Jewish-Christian dielogue that we would be involved in
together '

During the day on Wednesday a:d Thursday we were intensely
involved in scholarly dialogues with students and faculty of the
Protestant Theological faculty of “he Humboldt University in East
Berlin. It was they, through the .eadership of Professor Fink,
who issuved the formal invitation t¢ us and through whom the
necessary permissions and visas we: e acquired which made the
entire trip possible. We alsc wer:. extremely warmly received by
the pro-rector, or vice presicent, of the university within whose
area of responsibility the theological faculties lie.

We also renewed our very positive relations with the
Protestant church-supported sewminary in East Berlin, the
Sprachenkonvikt, were we had spent four delightful days in a
similar eeminar in 1984. This time, since their seminary was
just beginning its semester, we had dinner and only a single -full
evening of dialogues=. As before, the students turned out almost
in toto and with great enthusiasm. '

In some ways, the high point ¢f our first week which was
spent entirely in East Berlin came that following weekend when we
put on a very intense, packed conference at the Protestant
Acadewmy in East Berlin. They were 300 participants! It seemed



that we were talking from early marning to late at night, and
when we were not in formal session each of us was surrounded by
groupse of Germanz whe wanted to continue the discuseioneg in a
wide variety of directions. Besideg individual lectures, we put
on three plenned Jewieh-Christian dialogues, namely, the one on
Paul, another one on Jesus, and a third one on feminism and

religion. The one on Jesue was conducted by Rabbi Lewis Eron and
myself, with the one on feminism and religion being done by
Suzanne Heschel and Katherina von Kellenbach. Although it was

late at night and everyone was told that thoze who felt they
needed. to leave in order to get home at a reasonable hour should
feel free to leave immediately, all of the 300 persons stayed for
the closing Preotestant-Catholic-Jewish prayer service on Saturday
evening. It included the lighting of candles and the singing of
Hebrew prayers and songe, the recitation of Protestant prayers
and German Bible reading, and the ~hanting in Latin of the
Catholic night prayer, Compline.

On Monday, March 17 (St. Patrick’'s Dayl!--it seems that
Gerard Sloyan and I were the only @¢nes in the whole country who
celebrated it), we began our second week in East Germany with a
train ride south of Berlin through central Germany to the
medieval town of Erfurt which contains the Augustinian monastery
where Martin Luther first joined a religiou=s order, became a
Catholic prie=st and taught theology. Although we wvicited all
those important historical sights, the reason why we vwere going
to Erfurt was to conduct dialogues with the faculty and student
body of the eole Catholic philosophrical-theological seminary
wvhich trained Catholic priests for all East Germany. We all
agreed Lthat in many ways Erfurt wa: the high point of our whole
trip. To begin with, it was & con” inuation of our meeting with
Catholicg which cccurred the first week in Berlin with Bishop
Huhn and hisz colleagues. I had no’' been able to arrange for
dislogues with Catholice on our privwvious seminar trip in 1984,
and =0 the warm responcse by Cathol:ics this time was especially
gratifying.

We stayed ot a thirteenth-century Catholic convent run by
Ursuline nuns in the center of the city. After having been
banqueted and led on =ight=seeing tours by the rector of the
seminary, Father Johannes Friemel, and his colleague Father
Joseph Reindl, Profezsor of Hebrew Rible, we were told by the
rector that a few af hie colleagues were invited to meet with us

that first evening. Hence, we expected an intimate, social
gathering of a few professores. What in fact occured was' a
gathering of practically 211 the present faculty members of the
theological seminary, plus most of the emeritus faculty--about
twenty af them. We all =zat around a large table in easy chairs

drinking wine and engaged in a fre¢« -wheeling, intense,
gympathetic, open Jewich-Christian Jdialogue for several hours.
Sometimes there were reminieences |y the priestsz about Jewish
2chool chume, ome of whom died lat=r in the Holocaust, and some
of whom esceped and whom they met (gain after the war. But, most
of the time, the dialcgue was on a very high scholarly and at the
same Lime intensely personal lavel (their faculty includes a



number of world-known theological =cheolars, in some instances
priests from West Germany who decided years back to give up the
freedom and security of the West to offer their badly needed
scholarly and pastoral talents to the East German Catholic
Church--about 1, 300, 000 Catholics).

The next morning we began what had been declared by the
seminary faculty a "Diee Judaicus." All classes vere dismissed,
and the =students and faculty were invited--not mandated--to
attend any or ell of our dialogues and lectures, which began at
nine in the morning and ran until eleven that night, stopping
only long enough to eat and to catch our breath. Looking at the
large lecture hall in front of us with my trained crowd-surveying
eye, I quickly realized that out of the 107 students (all of vwhom
save four were candidates for the priestheood), about 115 were
present! Presumably others heard about our visit and joined in.

The Germans are obviously use® to absorbing lectures in
large doses, but they clearly were not sitting there passively.
One could see by the attentive loo! on their faces, their .
feverish note-taking, the gquestionz in the brief question period
after the lectures, and the thunderous and extended applause
afterwards that their minds were intensely engaged. The day
closed in the evening with a huge free-for-all question-and-
discuszsion period, which after it broke up formally was followed
by the encirclement of each of us Yy eager, questioning students
and faculty. We ohviously could h:ve profitably spent several
days of intense teaching and excha..ge there. In fact, we all
were individually invited back by 'he rector and faculty to teach
whenever we would like--it is an intriguing prospect. :

I must record one other happy fact about our visit tao the
Catholic Seminary at Erfurt. Some thirty years ago I wvent to
study theology in Germany at the U::ivereity of Tubingen where 1
studied under Professor Heinrich F. ies, who later moved to the
University of Munich. It turned ou* that the rector and the
rector-elect, Father Johannes Bern!iard, had also done their
doctorates in theology under Professor Fries. We took the
occassion for the three of us te send a written greeting to
Professor Frieszs, emeritus, who has spent his whole theological
teaching career in the scholarly and pastoral promotion of
dialogue, from three of his "spiritual children" who were now
also promoting dialogue, Jewish-Christian, American-East German.

After our two day=z in Erfurt we took the train to Leipzig,
which turned out to be quite liter: 1ly a crushing experience.
The early morning train was abisolu' ely jammed with people, all
going to the Leipzig Fair, which i’ happened was on that week.
It was standing room only in the ci rridor alongside the packed
compartments. One good thing was *hat when there was a sudden
jerk in the movement of the train e couldn’t fall down--there
vasn’'t room!

For those of us who had been io East Germany two years
hefore, coming to Leipzig was like coming back home. We had



spent @ number of days there in 1984. This time we had only a
day and a half (we did steal an afterncon to go and visit the
book fair in the center of the old city). Our dialogues with the
faculty and student=s of the Protestant Theological Seminary were
on a much =maller zcale than what we had experienced at Erfurt
since the seminary was officially closed for the Fair.
Nevertheless, the dialogues were intense and fruitful, often
building on what we had begun two years before.

I also wish to recall a vigit that Gerard Sloyan and I had
with o number of the Cathoalic priests of the Oratory in Leipzig,
wvhere T had stavyed when I was thers twao years before. All of the
younger and middle-aged priests had studied at the Catholic
Seminary at Erfurt and were now deeply involved in a wide range
of pastoral work, which included social justice and ecological

and peace issues. Cerry Sloyan and I agreed afterwards that we
have rarely been together with @ m:re vital group of Catholic
priesta. It was a most encouragin:g experience. We also had the

additional benefit of hearing from cone of the Oratory priests,
who iz al=zo on the theological faculty at Erfurt, that from his
direct knowledge the faculty and students at Erfurt were indeed
extremely enthusiastic about ocur visits there. As veteran
teacher=, we have rarely experienced such intense, instant
gratification from our teaching as we did on this trip, and so we
indulged oursgelvez and shamelessly enjoyed it. '

Taking the train back to East Berlin and being met by Pastor
Craupner of the Protestant Acadewmy of East Berlin and _
Oberkircheanrat Tszchoerner (the offical of the Protestant Church
in Easi GCermany who, together with Professor Heinrich Fink of the
Hamburg Universily Theeoloagical Faculty, arranged our whole trip
this time, and who alone arranged our whole trip in 1984) met us
at the train station. It was agairn another homecoming for us.

We had a farewell dinner, during which time we assessed the
impact of ocur trip and speculated wsbout future possibilities, one
of which was o warm encouragement hy an editor of the St. Benno
publishere of Lelprig--the only Catholicz publishing house in East
Cermany--for the four of uz who had developed the two Jewish-
Chrigtlian dialoguez, the ones on Jesus and con Paul, to put our
dialogura together in publishable ook form--with no absolute
promises of course, given the vaga. ies of the East Germany

bureaucracy. We intend to follow " p on the encouragement.

Now that our sajourn in East ( @®many was at an end, many of
uz @uddenly began to realize that we had made many new and fast
friends and that we had stored up ¢ multitude of experiences and
intensze emotionz. Come of uz spcoclit aloud akout our sudden
reluctance to leave and the wish te. return quickly. The fact of

these 2motions in uw caught us by curprise and revealed something
of ourzselves to ourselves that we were perhaps not fully aware of
before. '

One ather recollecticon of our visit to Germany must also be
recorded here, namely, that in all three cities, Berlin, Erfurt,
and Leipzig, we also met with members of the surviving Jewish



communities. They are tiny in number and shrinking, but
nevertheless intensely committed to living as vigorous a Jewish
life as possible, nobt in isolation but in openness and dialogue
with their neighbors and visitors. Would that all religious
communities were as committed and dialogic as these are. Would
that these particular committed and dialogic religious
communities had the replenishing resources of growing, young
members rather than only older, dying ones. Nevertheless, their
example i=s moving. '

That afternoon Wwe crossed over once again into West Berlin,
experiencing our second-last homecoming--it is amazing how many
new "homes" we had so quickly acquired. Some of us that night
went to see a performance of "Salome®™ by Richard Strauss, a
brillant performance, and a quite fascinating subject for our
Jewizsh-Christian dialogue group. fWe had two weeks before been
given tickets to a concert by the “West Berlin Philharmonic, whose
gueet conductor was none other tha: Philadelphia Orchestra
conductor Ricarda Muti, and the ce: terpiece of the concert was
the Franz Liszt pianc concertc plaed by the famous American
planist Andre Watte!) ' .

On Saturday aflernoon we were at the Catholic Academy in
West Berlin where we were hosted by its director Laurence Ungruhe
and the director of the Protestant Academy, Franz von
Hammerstein. QOur first session was devoted to the presentation
of a Jewieh-Chri=ztion dialogue on religion and feminism, and the
second session waz devoted to reflections by each of our group on
the two weeks’' enperiences in East Germany. What you have just
read in the previou=z pages and mucl! more was exprecssed by each of
us, one by one from our own perspe: tive. The West Germans were
intensely interecsted. The one criicism that was raised was that
the next time we come we must zpendc more time in West Berlin.

With that clear invitation still ringing in our ears we were
taken to the airport the next morning in West Berlin by our
various hosts. (I must mention tllat on our last night in
GCermany several of uzs had dinner wi.th Dr. Khalid Duran, a Muslim
scholar from Hamburg, an old friend and leader in the Jewish--
Christian-Mu=slim dialogue, who came all the way to Berlin to
vigit wus.)

To say that we all felt that cvur trip was successful would
he to strain even British understatement. But, I’ll leave it at
that.



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible
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DO JEWS HAVE A FUTURE IN GERMANY?
45_____ﬂ___,,,/’

Anyone writing on this controversial subject g:;ﬁ;'to submit his credentials
first: Viennese-born in 1922, I was an inmate of a concentration camp in 1939.
I Tost seven relatives in Auschwitz and served in the Jewish Brigade of the
British Army during World War II. Since 1975 [ have been teachiﬁg as a visit-
ing Professor in the fields of Jewish Theology, the Jewish background of the New
Testament and Christian-Jewish relations at various universities in Western Ger-

many and Europe. Last, not least, I am an observant Jew.
There are only two ways to face this world of ours--or, for that matter, a

L J

hunk of Swiss cheese:

Either you count the holes of your Emmenthaler, sadly reflecting upon their
great size and number--or you are all eyes for the delicious cheese, enjoying its
smell, its flavoer and its taste.

Both ways only get to see half the truth, but the cheese-taster gets the
fuller view.

When speaking of Jews in Germany today, the same rule ot thumd agpiies. .l
entails a stock-taking of both realities, for the overall picture is, as always,
a motley panorama of lights and shadows, like everywhere else. Speaking of the
holes: It is true that there have been swastika-daubings on tombstones in Jewish
cemeteries; now and then anonymous threats are besmg voiced; macabre jokes about
the gas chambers are still being told behind the scenes; young neo-Nazis and old
veterans of Hitler's campaigns hold private meetings from time to time, and the
so-called "Auschwitz-lie" still f1nds customers and disseminators.

'However, most of these occurrences, deplorable as they are, seem to gain in
scope and weight, out of all proportions to their real impact, as soon as their

echoes cross the Atlantic. ‘ .
Lan (455y
Thus, for instance, the following report appeared %t MayVin quite a number

of American papers:

YAt Nesselwang 1nf36uthern Bavaria several hundred Nazi- SS—
troupers assembled in celebration. They were members of the
first tank-corps 0} Hitler's SS—ﬁiite. They all wore their
Nazi_ﬁnifrom with swastika armbands. A number of them drove
up to the hotel in three World War IIfIﬁger—tanks.*’
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This was the press report--but what were the facts:

A1l in all some 85 veterans of the Waffen-SS, mostly bald-headed, paunchy
die-hards and incorrigibles met at the village of Nesselwang, without uniform
or swastika--behind closed hotel doors. Needless to say, no tanks of any vin-
tage were used by anybody. Outside a demonstration of some 5000 ydung German
anti-Nazis tried hard to break into the hotel. It took a reinforced contingent
of policé from all over Bavaria to avoid a lynching of the old Nazis. A sharp
protest launched by the/ﬂéyor against the SS meeting was unanimously endorsed
by the village council, the Labdar Union of the county of Allgaeu and represen-
tatives of all three political parties. =®

In brief: A handful of SS veterans managed to weld a medley of political
groupings into one solid front of public opposition against any display of
fascist remnants. ]

The Tong and the short of it is that an overwhelming majority of Germans
has come to support its elected government and smaller, but rising, numbers of
Germans also support civil liberties in concrete cases. Neo;F%scist parties
have deciined to well below 2% of the vote in national elections, and Communist
parties have not attained more than two percent of the vote since 1949. Popular
antisemitism has progressively declined since the war and most competent studies
of racial prejudice reveal the same pattern for age-groups and education as. do
American studies for the U. S. /

On the other hand, there is an upsufge of new kinds of ideological antisemi-
tism in fringe .groups and new trends of thought--all in desperate search of
scdpegoats. Thus, some of the spokeswamen-of the feminists blame "the Jews" as
~ the purported inventors of patriarchalism, for male preddminance in the Churches
“and 1n German soc1ety ) ' ..," . | ) _

"Let your women be silent in the churches. ..they are to be submissive to
their husbands!" (I Cor. 14, 34). This famous rule for female subordination
hasetmen laid down by .Paul, as the FEminists reluctantly admit; but, to thesr

miad, it iﬁggzgggsgéezshow how Jewish the Apostle to the Gentiles actuaTiy was.

The Green movement which crusades for the 1egislat1ve protection of the
nat1ona]_ecology, blames the O1d Testament for its commandment: “Fill the earth

“and subdue it! "(Gen. 1:28) -- an imperative whicﬁ has allegedly led to the
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ruthless exploitation of Mother Nature. That this "subduing the earth" rest$
upon a mistranslation by Martin Luther is only slowly sinking in. Still, the
true meaning of the commandment which calls upon us to govern all creation
wisely and circumspectly is gaining gradual headway. |

The Peace Movement, whose adherents come from all parties and walks of
life, is being told by some of their leaders that the Hebrew God of Vengeance
and His cruel Talion-Law "an eye-for-an-eye; a tooth-for-a-tooth" lies at the
rootg of the armament race between East and West. For good measure its members
are reminded that Jews like Teller, Oppenheimer and Cohen were instrumental in
the development of atomic warfare and the neutron bomb:e

Still, this is by- and -large platonic ant1-3uda15m which is prepared to
argue with us, to listen to counter- arguments and rarely transcends the realm
of academic controversy.

A look at Germany's néighbor countries helps to establish a sense of propor-
tion. In Holland today an evangelical sect vociferously preaches that Auschwitz
was God's just punishment for Jewish auilt in the crucifixion of Jesus. Amster-
dam's Jewish mayor has been physically attacked by illegal squatters and publchy

called "a dirty Je#:x

<5?3‘??SEEZ#§}E§§E§E§s were repeatedly the targets of terrorist bombings and
anti-Zionism is frequently besag used to incite Arab settlers from North Africa
against local Jewish communities. In Sw1tzer1and a "National-Socialist Party"
(NSP) s recently mem founded which organizes parades of youngsters in black
un1forms and distributes racial propaganda pamphlets.
In sum: West Germany today has considerably less militant ant1asem1t1sm than
most countries in Western Europe. And although there is no deny:ng.the holes in

-the Emmentha}ér, there is a great ded]_onSOpnd and solid cheese around them. A

few examples may'he]p'substantiate this point .
Fifty-five Societies of Christian- Jew1sh cooperat1on spread all over the
country organ1ze 1ectures, round tables, rad1o talks and TV shows on a whole

- gamut of Jewish subJects and "initiate perlogfc youth exchange visits with Israel.

_ "The Fatherland's ingratitude"--this was the official title of an itinéfant
exhibition; organized by the Germah-Ministry of National Défence. as belated
homage to.those.100,0DO German Jews who fought in German uniform during World
War I -- 35,000 of whom were distinguished for bravery, while 12,300 fell for



! _ -4-

Germany.  Also on display by the government in eighteen of the major cities was

a whole shelf of German patriotic literature written up to 1918. -

&—Hard to believe, but indubitably genuine,are the fulsome paeans of praise

all written by Prussian poets, which extoll the Jews of Poland and Russia as

the champions of Germanic cﬁ1ture}-furnishing scientific proof that Yiddish was .

a legitimate offspring of medieval "Minnesanéiéltopping it all by declaring all

of East-European Jewry to be the spiritual kith and kin of the German elite.
How these noble paladines of all German virtues, barely fifteen years later,

could be officially degraded to the scum of the earth--that is a question many

young visitors é& the exhibition are now asking their -parents. -

Still, German sympathy for Jews, some 70 years ago, did not remain unrequited.
Typical for hundreds of Jewish leading artic]es,‘monbgraphs and essays of the time,
| is a poem of Morris Rosenfeld, published in New York late in 1916. It says in :
S Yiddish: |

: #Ich bin ganz fremd zu dem Teuton

~es ist der Jid in mir wos redd-
- doch wuensch ich Segen Deutschland's Fohn

; wos flattert ueber Russland's Stedt.
' Mein Lied der deitschischen Nation
| _Hoch - for dem Kaiser und sein Land,

i "~ Hoch - for sein Mut und seine Fohn!
:j' = Und Hoch for sein gesegmat Hand.#-

P am quite alien to the German;
/ It is the Jew in me who speaks.
; 1 g wish b]gssihgé & the German flag
- fow 'whigh flutteré over Russia's towns.

My song is devoted to the German nation.
Hail - for the emperor énd his land
| Hail - for his courage and his banner
" And hailfor his blessed hand!*

Last, not least, a book was recently published in Mainz,- which is dedi-
cated to those Germans'ﬁhq_rescued Jews from certain death during the Nazi
years. [t makes a_!ie.of'the rumor . that fhardly'anybody helped the Jews in
 th¢ir hour of direst needl“ 'Sor?ar, ?Yad;Vashem“ in Jerusalem has officially
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honored some 2000 of these "Righteous of the Nations," asthey are called

in Rabbinic parlance, who constitute a mere fraction of all those who
risked their own lives for Jewish neighbors. Only God knows how many of
them were put to death for saving Jews. In the course of invéstigations

it soon became clear that things like devotion and selflessness cannot be
measured by mathematical yardsticks. "Two thousand decent people--
including many foreigners--what is that in a nation of 80 millions!™ So
snedred many young people in Israel. In the meantime the memoirs published
by many survivors have made them change their minds.

Thus, it gradually transpired that several thBusand Jews could survive
in hiding throughout the war years in Berlin, Frankfurt, Munich and else-
where--thanks to the succor of German friends who supplied them with shelter,
food and the moral stamina to outlive the years of wrath. Take a couple of
average Jews by the name of Krakauer, for instance, who were cared for during
29 months by 66 pastors and parish priests, smuggled from one hideout to
another, with the active aid of dozens of other Germans who wittingly endangered
their very existence in order to obey God more than the brownshirted tyranny.

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, the late Chief Rabbi of Israel, has zaught us
that it is better to 1ight one single candle than to curse the darkness. In
this sense we have learned that that iohg and ghastly night of the great
God-eclipse was an abyss of destruction and despair--but that many small
candles 1it up to pierce the darkness hére and there. When mercy was a
crime and hatred became the law of the land, many thousands of German citizens,

'Tnc1uding high ranking officers, bishops andiclergymen, defied all threats of

violence in order to follow the voice of their conscience. Some of these

people will remain forevef namé?éss,fas'they refuse all signs of recognition.

For,-as a tax1 driver in Berlin sag, who had hidden a Jewish orphan. for two
el
years. in his garage “T only d1d what was right ‘and proper, for that 1 don't

" deserve a. medal!"

[ sometimes wonder, whether-we Jews, under the same whiplash of ruth-

- less brutality, would have.behaved more nobly or would_have produced more

-heroes of rescue and resistance.

And if God was_wi]ling.to spare Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of

“ten righteousfﬁ&ﬁ}_should we- not ‘bear_in mind these thousands of life-savers?
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%f———ﬂnyone speaking of Auschwitz today must not forget the greatness of
of all these little folks of whom our sages have said: "He, who rescues
a single human life, it is reckoned unto him,as if he had saved the

entire world."

A1l these facts, enhanced by the reality that West Germany has now
caught up with the rest of the West in civil liberties, in tolerance and
democracy, have begun to influence Jewish life in the new Federal Republic.
¢—The "packed-suitcase-syndrome,"which pretended that every Jew was
ready to leave Germany at a moment's notice, is perceptibly waning. Young
Jews are now voluntarily joining the West German miPitary forces,
although Germanfzgw grants them an overall exemption.

&—The steady trickle of over 2000 young Israelis immigrating annually
into Germany has helped heal the stigma other Jews once felt about living
in the land of the Holocaust. ;

Not to be forgotten is the unprecedented and still ongoing f]ow of
payments to the State of Israel and to hundreds of thousands of Jews on
all five continents--reparations which Nahum Goldmann, as president_of
the Claims Conference, has called "unique in human history." It has
"as not constituting

———

recently been defined by an Israeli court TEGOLE)

an obligatory repayment of a legal debt, but a voluntary gift; for it is
self-evident that there is no international law which might 6blige the
GeFman post-war government to make payments to holocaust survivors for
sufferings inflicted by the Nazis." So far the verdict in Jerusalem.

- The conclusion was drawn by Salo Baron, the great American-Jewish
historian as early as 1966 when he to]d the plenary session of the World

Jewish Congress in Brusse]__)a

C"1 am convinced that.....Jews wi]l,agaiﬁ settie down in Germany and
‘take an-active part in the economy and cultural life of this country.....
~In a world which 1jves ihcreasing]y“in a state of interdependence, a modus
vivendi between Germaﬁs and Jews_is of pakahodnt importance--not only to
both peoples concernéd but to all humanity. o ; T e _

Salo Baron is right. German Jewry numbers today some 30,000 souls,
but'semi-officia1-estiﬁafes put their number closer to 60,000, since many
B returnees_énd newcomers fail to register as Jews: for a variety of reasonsz
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/MﬁinIy because of the Synagogue Tax, amounting to one-tenth of “Income Tax,
which is, like Church-Tax, levied by the government on behalf of the Jewish
communities but can be dodged by declaring oneself as religiously unaffiliated.

The second generation of Jews in Germany is founding families who speak
German as their mother tongue; they study and teach at German universities
and take an active part in the economic, municipal and political life of
the country. Some of them hold leading positions in town councils, the
judiciary, the arts, the press and in government service. They represent
Germany at the World Jewish Congress, in the Keren-Hayessod-Israel-Appeal,

/Tﬁe World Zionist Organization)and at the recent wérldwide Maccabi-Sport-Games
in Israel they openly competed as "the German team." In addition to the 51
synagogues now in use, five new ones are about to be inaugurated while a
Jewish College, affiliated to the University of Heidelberg, is educating
cantors, teachers and community workers. Berlin is proud of its Jewish
Adult Education Center, while an interdisciplinary Institute for Research
into the root-causes of antisemitism has recently been opened at Berlin's

/S%ate Uhiversity. : "

Frankfurt for 1nstance, makes final preparations for the opening# of
a Jewish Museum in the famous Rothschild Palace, while a new ten million
d011ar%%gﬁmun1ty center is being built. The ]ocalfﬁgﬁe for the/&ﬁed, now
in its third stage of expansion, is considered to be one of the best and
most modern in Europe. i .

If we add that a steadily growing number of universities offer graduate
'courses in Judaism and Jewish history, that classes in Hebrew and Hebrew -
Bible studies belong to most adult education curricula, that annually over
200 new books are published on Jewtsh subjects and that all radio and TV
stations dedicate regular programs’ to the. Jewish festivals and aspects of
Christian-Jewish reTatzons. one cannot help but conclude that cautious
optimism is fully justified. '

Take three grass-root events, standlng for many hundreds, which betoken
the new- sp1r1t in Germany nowadays ' L _

- --- On Good Fr1day 4a&£=gezr I was invited to del1ver a sermon in a
- Catholic church at’ He1de]berg about the fatal question:
UHO WAS TO BLAME FOR THE DEATH | OF JESUS? ™

,.-—H——-—-__. ot ot

" “CFor the first time ever, it was. ChrIStaans who took the 1nlt1at1ve

to exp10de the murderous myth of Deicide.
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~- On Reformation Day, October 31s%, 1985, I was asked to give
the keynote address in a packed hall of 5000 Lutherans in the

city of Essen--on Luther and the Jewﬁfdand how to avoid his errors.

-- In Viernheim, a small town in Hessen, an annual contest was
recently inauguratéd entitled “AQﬁTﬂSX OBIIVIDN!!" Its purpose:
to animate high school children to detect the traces and the
whereabouts of Jewish survivors who had once been citizens of
their town, to write essays on Jewish contributions‘to the
development of Viernheim, and to collect materials for a
Jewish Museum, as a living memorial for the defunct community.
This idea of combatting oblivion by awarding prizes at school
competitions is catching on and may soon become a nationwide
institution.

Should we not encourage such initiatives?% A

Are we not duty-bound to lend a hand in this process of learning from
" the lessons of the bitter past?
Needless to say, a great deal still remains to be done. Antisemitism,

under a-variety of disguises, both new and old, still rears its ugly head
sporadically; anti-Jewish ;1iché§§ still need purging in many Christian
school books and(ﬁ%urch liturgies; some dge—o]d prejudices dating back to
the Middle Ages, still prove their stubborn longevity. After all, 1800
years of accumulated bias and defamation cannot be gotten rid of within a
single generation. The task ahead of us is still tremendous and will
réquire;a lot of groundwork at the grassroot level, much patience and
perseverance. ' , | _ '

It goes without sayiné that all Qéws of my generation still bear the
scars of Auschwitz in our hearts. éé;a;;;ﬁﬂmntmand, a few of our fellow
survivors .are unable to overcome the traumaiic-experjences of their past.
Se1fit0rménting retrospectﬁbn. collective accusations, a stance of the

" perennially suffering victim--all these defense mechanisms seem indispen-

~sable for their psychic ba1ancer_ fheir.predicament deserves our full

sympathy. 8 "doubt .

5t]1], merely look1ng back in pa1n and anger will heal no wounds but w.ay
keep add1ng fue] to the ugly rumors of Jew1sh vindictiveness and unrelenting
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intransigence. Be that as it may, nothing should stop us from remaining
true to our Jewish tradition which has never limited itself to bewailing
dead ashes but%?ﬁsisted on keeping the torch of hope alight.

Nor must anything becloud our overall view of Jews in Germany today and
tomorrow. Remembering past anquish has never stopped Jews from building into
the future, for over three thousand years. : _

-- EYPY under Pharaoh tried hard to wipe out the Hebrews on the Nile;

yet, the Bible enjoins us)“You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because
you were a sojourner in his land," (Deuteronomy 23:7).

-- 5@HXZHw’destroyed Jerusalem and drove the flower of its youth into
captivity; yet Jeremiah exhorted the captives to pray for the peace
of Babylon--which indeed they did, (Jeremiah 29:7), |

i ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ”did his best to massacre all Jews in the Persian ﬁﬁpire——yet
the Midrash tells us that some of his offspring became famous Torah
scholars in Israel.

e {yé’ﬁﬁyﬁﬂbﬁgsfkilied off a dozen flourishing Jewish congregations in
the Rhineland--yet Jews were soon asked to come back--were Tater on
expelleds and returned, time and again, to rebuild centers of leirnf_
ing which have enriched the heritage of Europe.

He have survived the longest chain of persecutions ever inflicted by Egﬁréhﬂ
upon Eas fellows because sufferings have never taught us hatred--but compassion.
Nor have disasters ever shattered our faith in God, our trust in hﬁufnﬁﬁbr
dashed our hope that the prophetic vision of world-wide peace may yet come true--
even on the ruins of bloodshed and destruction. .

Or should we hand Hitler a posthumous victory by keeping Germany "Judenrein"?

Are we to help execute his craze of }Hﬁciaj purity"?

Or should we give up Germany as God-forsaken? - -

The g}ad_tidings out of'Europe today are twofoldrﬁﬁ
; -

—

e

CWith all its admitted shdrtcomings, weaknesses and the shadows of yesteryear,

the German Federal Republic:ié'today_ihe freest, most democratic and self-critical

state ever founded on German soil. And: Never before in history have German ears

and Gerrian hearts been so open and receptive for the message of Judaism as they

are todéy.
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One of the tenets of that Jewish message runs as follows:
“You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you dwelt, and
you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing

you...You shall do my ordinances and keep my statutes..,l am the Lord your

' This éommandment. three times repeated in the Biblé, has become ingrained

so profoundly in the very heart of Judaism that it,}dok some time before we
grew aware of its by-product: that Jews,_wherevef they lived on earth, had to
be differenf from their neighbors, never completeiy assimilated, always pre-
serving at least a modicum of theirlown substance..'ln brief: Jews have
always been "the otheréiq par excel1enc§. But what else is democracy and
tolerance if nét the willingness to accept "the others"in all their God-given
otherness--without coercing theﬁ into a straight-jacket of inhuman uniformity.

And so the-Jews became willy-nilly the seismograph of tolerance and the
barometer of democrady the world over. Wherever unity was enforced, éile in
Nazi Germany; wherever pluralism wag'butiawed, ki;e in Soviet Russia, dJews
- were onﬁd to be the first victjms of intolerance and dictatorship. This
faék of an early-warning indicator against all imﬁﬁticeand despotism may
well be pért of our proﬁhetic mission in the service of human freedom.

Be that as-it‘may..in Hit]er's.Germghy wé were vilified as traitors,
bloodsuckers and;E}iI—iﬁﬁarnate-fan indispensable black counterfoil to the
artificial imaée of-thé idéa] German as the paragon of all virtues. Both
of them werglabstract; Séurrilou; contraﬁtions of a primitive ideology pf_

evil Jews and perfect Aryans, whose imagination did not even-suffice for grey.
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&—In postwar Germany, conversely, Jews were elevated to victorious
fighters in Israeli uniform, to dauntless pioneers conquering the waste-
lands of Beersheba, and to ﬁﬁb1ica1 heroes of flawless rectitude--in
brief, to the cream of the human crop.

It took over 30 years for the pehduium of public opinion to swing
to a healthy middle course. Today Jews in Germany are at-long last
permitted to be neither Jesus nor Judas, neither angels nor devils, but
ordinary average people, with all the normal qualities and failings of
humanity. And with this incipient normalization of the Jewish image comes
fed a new, young curiosity about Judaism as a living creed, as a source of

.@ undying hope,ein incentive for self-renewal, as a beacon of confidence

in the present crisis of insecurity, besetting countless doubt-ridden
P young Christians in Germany and elsewhere. For many of them the mystery
e of Jewish survival and resurrection has in fact become the only tangible
proof for the existence of God.

To sum it up: For the first time ever, Jews and Judaism are being
taken seriously in small, but growing, circles of German society--as a
moral and religious force which has helped cast the foundations of -
Western civilization and may very well help suﬁport faith in the future,

too. .
Forty years have gone by since that genocide which stands alone in

humanit g

i the history of mmcs crue]ty to mas‘ Eut forty years is a biblical span
el ' of time, signalling the end of an epoch, the season for stock-taking and
the beginning of a new era. It also seems to be the incubation period
necessary for the 1ong repressed German ho]ocaust syndrome to mature 1nt0
; a belated capacity to mourn. to face the “bitter truth, to-feel a:tr1t:on
i “  and to own up to their sins of comm1ss199#gﬂe omission® 4

| — "We have no right to call hpéé"EHE Jews SE“?HE"E%??d to forgive us.
however, we may humbly ask for reconc111at10n. . This appeal was made by

Chancelior Helmut Schmidt on behalf. of ‘his government e:ghtuyeaxs-qqyl in

I |.3""

the great. synagogue of Co]ognev L

———

C nye earnest1y seek reconc111at10n.- For this very reason we must

understand that there can be no recencni1at10n without remembrance of
the past,? Thls was spoken by President Weizsaecker on the: 8th of May
- 7. 1985--at the 4Uth anniversary Qf Germany' s-pap1tu]at10ni
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~ History has taught us that hands outstretched in friendliness, if
rejected once too often, might clench into fists.
I think the time is ripe for us to widen our ken of vision in order
to encompass the entire history of German-Jewish relations. To do so, our
second thoughts must repose firmly upon three cardinal facts.
-- Unique and unprecedented was that systematic Holocaust as the
official policy of a Qovernment in the center of a Christian Europe
which deprived one-third of all Jews of their,ﬂ%vinely bestowed right
to live. _ '
-- Equally unique and unprecedénted in all of human history is the

determination to make every kind of possible amends, reparations
and compensation, which was demonstrated by the great majority of
Germans ‘since 1945. No admission of guilt, no amount of money will
bring back to life a single one of those countless Jewish children,
murdered or burned alive. But sincere astr1t10n and true repentance
can pave the way towards a reconciliation of the sons and daughters
- of our generation whose joint task it is to build a better world,
A world in which no Auschwitz will ever be poss1ble-—aﬁﬁhere aod
against peaBnE
-- Unique and unprecedented is therefore the opportunity we now have to
put our memories into the service of new life and to buttress that
_ Shalom (peace) which is the sublime vision of Judaism and Christianity
1 : ~ alike. _
If Germans and Jews should succeed in building a human bridge of under-

. standing across the abyss of the Hitler years, this may well serve as a break-
through aaﬁarzhe vicious circle of hatred, war and violence which has made
most of world history into an endless chain of bloodshed and butchery.

For if evep Germans and Jews--of all peop%e--are able to walk towards

~each other with outstretched hands, one generation after that unforgotten
desecration of God's image on earth, this spirit might turn out to prove
contégious for other nations as we11 At ahy rate, it will furnish proof

that peace on éarth need not remain an illusion .in Utopia, but cou]d Indeed
become a viable rea11ty. '

. _" ¥§?hé“EEarl succeed in this endeavor, only God knows. But the whoiehearted

; attempt at such an overcoming of all rancors, fears and m1stru$t;-that aftempt we

‘owe to our faith, our children and the future of the human race.
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Donnerstag, 6.6.

9.00 . . Bibelarbeit (Bibeltext s. S. ....)

Prof. Dr. Michael Wyschogrod, New York
Prof. Dr. Rolf Rendtorff, Heidelberg

Stadthalle
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Prof. Dr. Michael Wyschogrod, New York
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Richter .Helmut Just, Mannheim

Gemeindehaus St. Adolphus, Fischerstrale 77
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Prof. Dr. Friedrich-W. Marquardt, Berlin
Stadthalle

9.00 Bibelarbeit (Bibeltext 5. S. ...) und Nachgesprich
kabbiner Jakob Posen, Ziirich
Pfarrer Ulrich Schwemer, Heppénheim
Moderation: Glinther Bernd Ginzel, Ko&ln
Cemeindehaus St. Adolphus, Fischerstr. 77

10.30 -13.00 Das Selbstverstdndnis Israels

— Dr. Tomy Segev, Jerusalem
Moderation: Edna Brocke M.A., Moers

Stadthalle

15.00-18.00 Nathan nach Auschwitz
- Die jiingste Vergangenheit in der Literatur

Prof. Dr. Hans Meyer, Tiilbingen
Prot. Dr. Eberhard Limmert, Berlin

Pfarrer Otto Schenk, GroR-Umstadt/Kleestadt

Moderation: Prof. Dr. Eberhard Bethge, Wachtberg-Villiprott

Rezitation: N.N.

(Stadthalle

15.00-18.00 Majdanek - Zeugen im Film - Ein Film als Zeuge

Eberhard Fechner, Hamburg

Glinther Bernd Ginzel, K&ln -

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Scheffler, Berlin: )
Vors. Richterin Dr. Barbara Just-Dahlmann, Mannheim

Gemeindehaus St. Adolphus, Fischerstr. 77

(30.00 Erew Schabbat-Gottesdienst
Synagoge



Samstag, 8.6.

9.00

9.00

10.30 - 13.00

15.00 - 18.00

19.30 - 21.30

19.30 - 21.30

Bibelarbeit (Bibeltext s.S. ...)

Rabbiner Prof. Dr. Albert Friedlander, London
Pfarrer D. Martin Stdhr, Arnoldshain

Stadthalle

Bibelarbeit (Bibeltext s.S. ...) und Nachgesprich

Dr. Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich, CH-Riehen
Pastor Hermann Keller, Hamburg

Moderation: Pastorin Petra Heldt, Berlin
Gemeindehaus St. Adolphus, Fischerstr. 77

Was konnen wir vor der Nahostldsung fir
Israel tun? -

Rabbiner Dr. Marc Tanenbaum, New York

Dr. Hildegard Hamm-Briicher, MdB, Miinchen
Botschaftsattaché Shimon Stein, Bonn (angefragt)
Bert Stoop, Amsterdam

Hellmut Sieglerschmidt, Berlin

Prof. Manfred Zabel, Wilnsdorf

Moderation: Prof. Dr. Dietrich Goldschmidt, Berlin
Pfarreri#Johannes Miller, Berlin
Stadthalle

Ein neues Verhiltnis zwischen Juden und Christen -
Konsequenzen fiir Theologie und Kirche

Podiumsdiskussion mit:

Edna Brocke M.A., Moers

Kirchenpridsident i.R. D. Helmut Hild, Darmstadt
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Luz, CH-Laupen

Prof. Dr. Joachim Mehlhausen, Disseldorf
Synodalprédsident Dr. Helmut Reihlen, Berlin
Prof. Dr. Ekkehard Stegemann, Basel

Prdlat Gerhard Bechtel, Mannheim

Pastor Hermann Keller, Hamburg
Gesprdchsleitung: Pfarrer Gerhard Bauer, Berlin

Moderation: Prof. Dr. Joachim Hoppe, Berlin
Schuldekan Albrecht Lohrbicher,

{ Stadthalle

Heinrich Heines Reisen ins Judentum ;
Rabbinef Prof. Dr. Albert Friedlander, London
Moderation: Pfarrerin Ulrike Berger, Berlin
Gemeindehaus St. Adolphus, FischerstraBe 77

Josef Reding liest Texte zur Zeit
Dany Bober singt neue Lieder
Moderation: Prof. Manfred Zabel, Wilnsdorf

‘Robert-Schumann-Saal

Wein-
heim
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POSTSCHECKKONTO FRANKFURT AM MAIN 388 20 602 (BLZ 500 100 80)

e

An die Damen und Herren,
die beim 21. Deutschen Evangellschen
Kirchentag Diisseldorf 1985 in }

leitender Verantwortung mitarbeit$n

|
(

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

dieses Rundschreiben geht an etwa 900 Personen,
dem kommenden Kirchentag in Diisseldorf in jeweils beson-
deren Aufgaben Verantwortung fir das Ganze des Kirchen-
tages wahrnehmen: als Blbelarbelter, Prediger, Referenten, -
Berater und Seelsorger, in den Leltungen von Arbeltsgrup-
pen, Werkstdtten und Foren, in Pro:ektausschussan sowie

in einer Reihe anderer verglelchbarer Funktionen.
allen danke ich sehr herzlich fiir Ihre Bereitschaft und

LEITUNG

PUSTFACH 480

400 FULDA
MAGDEBURGER STH. 58
TELEFON 0681- 60109195

Marz 1985

fir dle Miihe, die Sie damlt auf s ch nehmen.

Wir fassen die genannten Personengruppen 1m Ganzen zusam-
Sie erhalten dem-
—Kirchentdg+—Die=

men unter der Bezeichnung “Mltarb31te

entsprechend den Mltarbelterstatus auf da
ses Rundschreiben soll Ihnen die mlt demﬁmltarbeitenstatus
gegebenen Besonderheiten beschnﬁiben#/nd Thnén die Modali-
tdten der Anmﬁldung erldutern. Auf/den Inhalt der von Ihnen

jeweils erbetenen Tdtigkeiten bezieht es sich nicht.

:‘

Um Ihnen die Orientierung zu erlelchtern,
fiir alle Mitarbeiter erforderlichen Informatlonen in der

Art eines Merkblattes zusammen:

1. ANMELDUNG

Bitte fiillen Sie die in der Anlage beigefiligte "Anmeldung fiir
Mitarbeiter" in dreifacher Ausfertigung aus und schicken Sie

fassen wir die

zwei Exemplare bis 20. April 1985 zuriick an:

Deutscher Evangellscher Klrchentag

» = Leitung -
Magdeburger Str. 59
Postfach 480

6400 Fulda

Fiir diejenigen Mitarbeiter, die den Einladungsprospekt noch
nicht haben, liegt er hier bei. Bitte melden Sie sich nur
auf dem Mitarbeiteranmeldeformular an. -

W

BANKKONTO DEUTSCHE BANK FILIALE FULDA Nr. 830 608 (BLZ 530 700 07)

die auf

IThnen

—ry—l



2. AN- und ABREISE

Der Kirchentag findet vom 5. bis 9. Juni 1985 statt. Alle
Mitarbeiter sind eingeladen, am ganzen Kirchentag teilzu-
nehmen. Doch wissen wir bereits, daB dieses einigen nicht
moglich ist. Normaler Anreisetermin ist Mittwoch, 5. Juni,
Abreisetermin Sonntag, 9. Juni 1985. Die Unterbringung durch
den Kirchentag beginnt frithestens am 5. Juni und endet spa-
testens am 9. Juni 1985, falls nicht ausdriicklich etwas an-
deres vereinbart wird. Die Angabe des An- und Abreisetages
auf diesem Formular ist verbindlich wegen der
von uns vorzunehmenden QUARTIERBELEGUNG

g TAGUNGSUNTERLAGEN

Bei rechtzeitiger Anmeldung werden Ihnen nach M&glichkeit,
spatestens bis zum 29. Mai 1985, folgende Unterlagen zuge-
sandt werden. : ,

Tagungsmappe,
Mitarbeiterausweis,

Essenskarten fiir Mittag- und Abend-

verpflequng, soweit sie von Ihnen be-
stellt worden sind,.

Quartierzuweisung,

Fahrausweis fiir den Verkehgsverbund
Rhein=Ruhr (VRR), soweit er von Ihnen
bestellt worden ist.

Wenn Sie Ende Mai 1985 unter Ihrer Heimatanschrift nicht zu
erreichen sind, so bitten wir Sie, dies auf dem beiliegenden
Formular zu vermerken. In diesem Fall erhalten Sie die Unter-
lagen nicht an eine andere Anschrift nachgesandt. Vielmehr
werden sie Ihnen nach TIhrer Ankunft in Diisseldorf im Empfangs—
biro fiir Mitarbeiter (s. Punkte 4) ausgehandlgt.

4. EMPFANGSBURO FUR MITARBEITER

Das Empfangsbiiro fiir Mitarbeiter befindet sich im Messe-Center,
1. 0G, LadenstraBe. Das Empfangsbiiro fiir Mitarbeiter ist von
Mittwoch, 5. Juni, bis Sonnabend, 8. Juni 1985, jeweils von
8.30 bis 19.00 Uhr gedffnet. ' :

5. MITARBEITERAUSWEIS

Der besonders gekennzeichnete Mitarbeiterausweis berechtigt zu

freiem Zutritt zu allen Veranstaltungen'des'Kirchentagspro—
gramms, soweit sie nicht, wie einige’ kirchenmu51kallsche und
kulturelle Veranstaltungen, spezlell eintrlttspfllchtlg sind. -



Dieser Ausweis ist wdhrend des Kirchentages stets mitzu-
fiilhren und den Ordnern auf Verlangen vorzuzeigen. Im Fall
des Verlustes bitten wir um Meldung im Empfangsbiiro fir
Mitarbeiter (s. Punkt 4).

6. UNTERBRINGUNG

Sie werden, wenn erforderlich, auf Kosten des Deutschen
Evangelischen Kirchentages in Privatquartieren, Heimen oder
Hotels untergebracht. Dabei wird nach Mdglichkeit darauf
Riicksicht genommen, daB8 Arbeitsgruppenleitungen und Projekt-
gruppen je zusammen untergebracht werden., Ihre Quartierzu-
weisung erhalten Sie mit Ihren Tagungsunterlagen zugesandt
(s. Punkt 3). Wer sich in Dilisseldorf privat ein Quartier be-
schaffen kann, wird herzlich gebeten, diea zu tun und es im
Anmeldeformular zu vermerken..

7. VERPFLEGUNG

Das Friihstiick wird im jeweiligen Quartier eingehommen. Hier-
fir eventuell anfallende Kosten werden direkt vom Kirchentag
bezahlt.

Wir bitten Sie um Verstdndnis daflir, daB8 wir die Mittags~ und
Abend-Verpflegung an Mitarbeiter und Mitwirkende nicht kosten-
los abgeben kdnnen. Dabei haben wir auch die Erfahrung zu be-
riicksichtigen, daB bei vergangenen Kirchentagen zahlreiche
Mitarbeiter wegen ihrer jeweils besonderen Verpflichtungen
nicht dazu in der Lage waren, die vom Kirchentag fiir sie vor-
gesehenen Mahlzeiten abzuholen.

Mittagessen fiir Mitarbeiter gibt es von Mittwoch bis Sonnabend
(5. bis 8. Juni 1985) in der Zeit von 11.30 - 14.30 Uhr gegen
Vorlage der Ihnen ausgehdndigten Essenskarten in der Halle 13,
Sondereingang fiir Mitarbeiter. Die Mittagsverpflegung kdnnen
Sie jeweils nur im Block bestellen, und zwar pro Person fiir
drei Tage - Do., Fr., Sa. - fir insgesamt DM 16,--.

Am Donnerstag, Freitag und Sonnabend bietet der Kirchentag
jeweils ein warmes Mittagessen (Bohnen-, Kartoffel- und Ge-
miiseeintopf vegetarisch) an. '

Am Sonntag stellt der Kirchentag keine Mittagsverpflegung be-
reit. Allerdings wird es am Ort der SchluBveranstaltung M&g-
lichkeiten geben, sich mit einem kleinen ImbiB (Stadion-
Gastronomie) zu versorgen.

Auf dem Kirchentag wird es kein Plastikbesteck geben. Bringen
Sie deshalb bitte Ihren eigenen LO8ffel mit.

Fiir Mitarbeiter besteht die M8glichkeit, Abendverpflegung zu
bestellen. Auch hier ist eine Bestellung nur im Block mdglich,
und zwar pro Person fiir drei Tage - Do., Fr., Sa. - fir ins- -~
gesamt DM 16,~--.

Die Abendverpflegung (Fleischgerichte mit Salaten) kann be-
reits beim Mittagessen abgeholt werden, sPatestens jedoch

bis 20.00 Uhr.



8. REISEKOSTEN

Die Kosten der Hin- und Riickfahrt zwischen dem Heimatort
und Diisseldorf werden vom 21. Deutschen Evangelischen Kir-
chentag erstattet, falls sie nicht anderweitig abgerechnet
werden kdnnen. Dabei gelten folgende Regelungen:

a) Bei Bahnreisen werden die Fahrtkosten 2. Klasse fir
jede Art von Zigen erstattet. Nach M&glichkeit bitten
wir, die Rechnung eines Reisebiiros ilber die Fahrtkosten
vorzulegen. Sollte dies nicht mdglich sein, miissen die
Fahrkarten und Zuschldge bei der Abrechnungsstelle vor-
gelegt werden.

Bitte beachten Sie dabei besonders: Fir Einzelreisende,
~die mit Regelzligen anreisen, bietet die Bundesbahn bei
Vorlage des Mitarbeiter/Teilnehmerausweises stark er-
mdBigte Sonderriickfahrkarten (50 % Fahrpreisermd@Bigung)
an. Sie gelten vom 4. bis 1o. Juni 1985. Wir bitten Sie
dringend, diese kostensparenden Fahrkarten zu benutzen.

Sollten Sie Rickfragen bzw. weitere Informationen bendé-
tigen, wenden Sie sich bitte an die Fahrkartenausgaben,
DER-Reisebiiros und DB-Verkaufsstellen, die auch den Ver-
kauf der Sonderriickfahrkarten abwickeln.

Bei Benutzung von TEE- und IC-Zligen sind die tarifmdBigen
Zuschldge zu zahlen.

b) Flugkosten werden nur dann erstattet, wenn dies vorher
vereinbart wurde.

c) PKW-Reisende erhalten filir die Hin- und Riickreise und fiir
die in Diisseldorf =zurlickgelegten dienstlichen Fahrten ein
Kilometergeld von DM 0,31. Bei Mitnahme eines Mitarbeiters
erhdht sich das Kilometergeld auf DM 0,34, bei Mitnahme
von zwei und mehr Mitarbeitern auf maximal DM o,4o.

9. FAHRAUSWEIS FUR VRR

Fiir alle mit Ihrem Einsatz erforderlichen Fahrten k&nnen Sie
den Fahrausweis des Verkehrsverbundes Rhein-Ruhr (VRR) an-
fordern. Dieser Fahrausweis berechtigt zu beliebig vielen
Fahrten vom 5. bis 9. Juni 1985.

1o. NEBENKOSTEN

In Erfillung des Kirchentagsauftrages entstehende und nicht
vermeidbare Nebenkosten werden nur gegen Vorlage der entspre-
chenden Belege, aus denen die Notwendigkeit der Ausgabe her-
vorgehen muB, erstattet. Dabei bitten wir um Verstdndnis da-
fiir, das die Benutzung von Taxen aus Haushalts- und Kosten-
griinden vermieden werden sollte. In dringlichen Fdllen kann

im MaB des Moglichen stattdessen die Fahrbereitschaft des Kir=-
chentages in Anspruch genommen werden.



11. ABRECHNUNGSSTELLE FUR MITARBEITER

Die Abrechnungsstelle filir Mitarbeiter befindet sich im Messe-
Center, 1. 0G, LadenstraBe (s. Punkt 4). Die Abrechnungsstelle
ist von Mittwoch, 5. Juni, bis Sonnabend, 8. Juni 1985, je-
weils von 8.30 bis 19.00 Uhr gedffnet.

Hier werden die Reise=- und Nebenkosten (s. Punkt 8 und 10) er-
stattet. Die Betrdge flir die von Ihnen bestellten Essenskarten
(Mittag- und Abendessen) sowie der ermidBigte Tagungsbeitrag
und die Ubernachtung von Ehepartnern (s. Punkt 13) sind dort
zu bezahlen.

12. PARKPLATZE

Es gibt genligend PKW~-Parkpldtze am Messegeldnde. Sie k&nnen
auf dem beigefligten Mitarbeiteranmeldebogen einen Parkschein
flir das Messegeldnde anfordern; bitte vermerken Sie dazu Ihr
amtliches PKW-Kennzeichen. a

13. EHEPARTNER

Fiir Ehepartner von Mitarbeitern, die am Kirchentag teilnehmen
wollen, ohne selbst Mitarbeiter zu sein, wird ein ermidBigter
Tagungsbeitrag von DM 55,-- in der Abrechnungsstelle fiir Mit-
arbeiter (s. Punkt 11) erhoben. Sie erhalten Ihren Teilnehmer-
ausweis und die sonstigen Unterlagen zugesandt (s. Punkt 3),
vorausgesetzt, daB sie auf dem anliegenden Anmeldeformular fir
Mitarbeiter mit angemeldet werden.

Fir die Unterbringung der Ehepartner stehen den Mitarbeitern
folgende Moglichkeiten zur Wahl:

a) Wird gemeinsame Unterbringung in dem filir den betreffenden
Mitarbeiter vorgesehenen Hotel (Doppelzimmer) gewilinscht,
so wird fir Hotelunterbringung und Friihstiick des Ehepartners
ein Betrag von DM 50,-- pro Nacht als AblSsepauschale fiir
die dem Kirchentag entstehenden Kosten erhoben. Dieser Be-
trag wird in der Abrechnungsstelle flir Mitarbeiter (s. Punkt
11) verrechnet.

b) Wird fir den Ehepartner eine gemeinsame Unterbringung in dem
fiir den betreffenden Mitarbeiter vorgesehenen Heim- oder
Privatquartier gewilinscht, entf&dllt die AblOsepauschale. Eine
entsprechende Quartierzuweisung wird zusammen mit Ihren Ta-
gungsunterlagen zugesandt. (s. Punkt 3).

c¢) Wird fiir den Ehepartner ein einzelnes kostenloses Privat-
quartier gewiinscht, so wird eine entsprechende Quartierzu-
weisung zusammen mit  IThren Tagungsunterlagen zugesandt
(s. Punkt 3).



" iy -

d) Winscht der Ehepartner ein Hotel- oder Pensionsquartier
nach eigener Wahl und auf eigene Kosten, so muB die Be-

stellung an den

Verkehrsverein
Postfach 82 o3

4000 Diisseldorf 1

gerichtet sein.

Ehepartner kodnnen Karten filir das Mittag- und Abendessen fiir
drei Tage (Donnerstag bis Sonnabend) mit der Anmeldung be-
stellen. Die Kosten betragen filir das Mittag~- und Abendessen
je DM 16,-- und werden in der Abrechnungsstelle fiir Mitar-
beiter (s. Punkt 11) verrechnet.

14. POSTANSCHRIFT

Flir die Zeit des Kirchentages kodnnen Sie sich Ihre Post sen-
den lassen unter der Anschrift:

N.N.
Postlagernd

Postamt Diisseldorf 21

- Messepostamt

4000 Diisseldorf 3o

15. ANLAGEN

Diesem Rundschreiben liegt das Anmeldeformular fiir Mitarbeiter
in dreifacher Ausfertigung (das weiBe Exemplar ist fiir Ihre
Unterlagen bestimmt) und ein Plan des Messegeldndes bei.

Zum SchluB8 bedanke ich mich dafiir, daB8 Sie sich die Miilhe ge-
nommen haben, dieses ausfiihrliche "Merkblatt" zu lesen, und
bitte Sie, sich im gemeinsamen Interesse an die vorgesehenen

Regelungen zu halten.

Das schlieBt Abweichungen
zligigkeit natiirlich nicht
hende Kostenerstattung in
oder teilweise verzichten
einen materiellen Beitrag
fiir den wir dankbar sind.
fiir die Opfer an Zeit und
Diisseldorfer Kirchentages

im Rahmen der Ihnen mdglichen GroB8-
aus. Wenn Sie auf die Ihnen zuste-
dem hier mitgeteilten Rahmen ganz
konnen, so leisten Sie damit auch

zur Durchfilhrung dieses Kirchentages,
Vor allem aber danke ich Ihnen allen
Kraft, die Sie fiir das Gelingen des
gebracht haben und noch bringen wer-

den, eines Kirchentages, dem viele Menschen mit groBen Erwar-

tungen entgegensehen.

Mit herzlichen GriiBen bin

Ihrwm

ich

‘Professor Dr. Wolfgang Huber

Prdsident des Deutschen-

Evangelischen Kirchentages

Anlagen



21. DEUTSCHER EVANGELISCHER KIRCHENTAG DUSSELDORF 1985

Anmeldung fir Mitarbeiter
Tanenbaum, Marc

Name, Vorname:

Riickgabe innerhalb von

8 Tagen erbeten!

Zutrefferdes bitte
ankreuzen!

Beruf und Titel:

Anschrift:

Telefon privaf:

Telefon dienstl.f

Ich bitte um Ubersendung der Tagungsunterlagen bis zum 29. Mai 1985 an die oben

genannte Anschrift:

Ich hole die Tagungsunterlagen in Diisseldorf im Empfangsbiiro fiir Mitarbeiter ab:

Ich habe meine Mitarbeit zugesagt fiir:

Juden/CHristen - Was kdnnen wir vor

der Nahostldsung cceccoses S

Ich treffe in Diisseldorf ein am: um ca.

Uhr

mit Bahn

3 T
'-\EFM““\ -

mit PKW (pol. Kz.) 0O
und benctige einen Parkschein O
3
mit Flugzeug (AN
Ich reise von Diisseldorf ab am:
Ich bestelle fiir die oben angegebene Zeit verbindlich ein Quartier: [j(:
Ich fordere hiermit den Fahrausweis dés Verkehrsverbundes Rhein-Ruhr (VRR) an: O
Ich melde meine(n) Frau/Mann (Vorname)  zum ermﬁﬁigten Tagungspreis von O

DM 55,-- an. Der Tagungspreis beinhaltet die Tagungsunterlagen einschlieBlich Fahr-
ausweis fiir die 6ffentlichen Verkehrsmittel des Verkehrsverbundes Rhein-Ruhr (VRR).

Die Unterbringung erbitte ich wie folgt:
Anreise am:

~a) Unterbringung mit mir gemeinsam

Abreise am:

b) Einzelunterbringung (kostenloses Privat- - Anreise am:

arti j : - bi . i 198 ' i
qu er) nur vom 5. bis 9. Juni 1985 Abreise ams

I

Ich habe mir selbst Quartier beschafft bei:

Name: |

WICHTIG!! Anschrift:

Telefon:

Ich bestelle fiir mich und fiir meine(n) Frau/Mann

X Mittagessen fiir Donnerstag bis Sonnabend (3 Tage) zum Preis von DM 16,--.

x Abendessen fiir Donnerstag bis Sonnabend (3 Tage) zum Preis vor DM 16,--

Bemerkungen:

4

Ort und Datum ' Unterschrift

Bitte lesbar ausfiillen und in zweifacher Ausfertigung (rosa und griin) innerhalb B Tagen

an den Deutschen Evangelischen Kirchentag, Postfach 48o, 64oo Fulda, senden.

3
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P . Ansd?rilﬂ: -
DEUTSCHER EVANGELISCHER KIRCHENTAG S . aduria
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Juden und Christen Aosldiin,

Telefon 06084 -514

- W I(March 12, 1985
INRSANE IR
¢y _

Dear Marc,

enclosed you find the program of our working group for the Kirchentag in
June. As Jim assured me on the phone, you will attend the Kirchentag and
I want to thank you very heartily for keeping your promise (in contrast

to the delegation) and for your willingness to participate in the Kirchentag.

With the.panel discussion for Saturday morning we ifitend to highlight
the responsibility of "the nations'" for Israel. We are also interested in
_the economic aspécts (like European Community, Common Market and other
chalenges) and invited therfore a journalist (Mr. Stoop from the Nether-
lands) who - we are told - is an expert on the matter. Mrs. Hamm-Briicher
form the liberal party (F.D.P.) is a real freind of Israel yet she beloﬁgs
to a progressive but small wing in her party. Ambaséador Ben-Ari will not
participate (as well as no other official representativ of Israel) because
of Shabbat. Weli.-Sieglerschmidt is a member of the social democratic party
(SPD) yét he® belongs to-the more conservative wing in his party.
Mr. Zabel is a member of our working group, active on the political level
of exchange (mainly students) with Israel. Personally I have some

difficulties in evaluating his work ...

Will you let us know, when you arrive in Diisseldorf ? I would be de-
lighted to come and fetch you, if my scheduel permits it. Please let us

also know if you need our help in arranging accomedation for you.

Pessach is coming nearer and I remember with great joy and pleasure
last year's Seder at your home. I really felt so good ! Thank you again.

Please give my regards to Georgette and also to Zach.

Waiting to hear from you soon,

shalom and le'hitraot,
/N)J{? c}kﬂ

Vorstand:

Edna Brocke M.A., Prof. Dr. Dietrich Goldschmidt, Pfarrer Otto Schenk,
Akademiedirektor D. Martin Stéhr



Mittwoch; 5.6.85

16.00 Uhr

Gedenk+
Gottesdienst

18.00 Uhr
Eroffnungs-
Gottesdienste

. Donnerstag, 6.6.85

Freitag, 7.6.85

Samstag, 8.6.85

3

Rezitatorin:
‘NN

Chad+rhaT1a

Gesprichsleitung: Bauer

Moderation: Hoppe/Lohrbécher

Bibelarbeit Bibelarbeit Bibelarbeit Bibelarbeit Bibelarbeit Bibelarbeit P
Stadthalle Gemeindehaus Stadthalle ‘Gemeindehaus . Stadthalle Gemeindehaus 9.00
Gen. B,20-9,17 Gen. 8,20-9,17 Lev. 25,1-13 Lev. 25,1-13 Kol. 1,15-23 Kol. 1,15—23_
Wyschogrod/ Brocke / Stein/Marquardt Posen/Schwemer | Friedlander/ Ehrlich/ 10)%
Rendtorff Bauer Moderation: Moderation: Stshr — Keller . . .
. ' : : Moderation: Moderation:
Moderation: Moderation: Just-Dahlmann Ginzel f ohibichas Heldt
Blank-Lubarsch Schwarz Bt ‘
Grundkurs 1 Grundkurs Il Grundkurs 111 110.30/
¥ i ! } .
Zu jung fiir Ver- Das Selbstver- Was konnen wir H
antwortung? stindnis Israels vor der Nahost- ih
40 Jahre nach B AN losung fiir Israel /
Auschwitz Y 1 i) tun? ~'13.36
Fechner/ Jerusalem = sace ) ]
Scheffler/ Moderation: . H::ienr;li%t:’i?c/her/
Spangenberg / Brocke/Schenk Stoop/
gg:;nf?efilexln / Botschafter Ben-Ari/
Bieglerschmidt/
Moderation: Zabel
__S_chwemer/Stoh r . Modeiation:
i Goldschmidt/
Miiller
Mittags - Pause
Wir Menschen Gebt dem Kaiser | Nathan nach Majda;nek - Ein neues Verhiltnis zwischen 18 6o
in der Schopfung | | nicht, was Gott | Auschwitz. Zeugen im Film+ Juden und Christen - Konse- i
i gebiihrt. Jesus ‘Die jlingste Ein Film als quenzen fiir Theologie und ;
gg;(“h?g:fd’ und die Politik Vergangenheit Zeuge Kirche '!
el Lapid in der Literatur . g '
Moderation: A " " - Ft.schner/ ' Brocke )
Bethge/ Moderation: Mayer/L&mmert Ginzel/ Hild -Stadthalle-— : 18.00
Rendtorff Hesse/H. Just Gesprichsleitung: Scheffler/ Luz . il
: . Rain Just-Dahimann [Mehlhausen
Stadthalle ) Reihlen
Moderation: Gemeindehaus [Stegemann
Bethge Sick
& Nordholt




Abend

- Pause

19.00 Uhr
Er6ffnung des
Kirchentages
20.00 Uhr

Abead der Be -
gegnung

Reden von Gotte heute

Schindler, Jerusalem

(Ratschldgersaal)

Moderation:
Uhl/Berger

4
20.00 U}:‘ll’
Erew Schabbat-
Gottesdienst
:.

i
y

—

Heinrich Heines
Reisen ins Judentum

( Gemeindehaus)

Moderation:
Berger

Friedlander, London '

Josef Reding--
Gedichte zur
Zeit und

Dany Bober-

‘Neue Liedger
Ein Abend im
Ratschlédgersaal

Moderation:
Zabel

19.30

21.30

T = = eELREE A 5 SRR




F
| BKDCK’EO

April 18, 1985

Mrs. Edna Brocke .
Ludwig Richter Ring @8
D-4120 Moers 1

Federal Republic of Germany

Myi:dear Edna,
- Thank you very much for your recent warm and thaughtful letter.

This s to record my commitment to take part in the Kirchentag sesslon
on June Bth.

. As we get closer to that event | will want to.get more spec!flcs about
the subject matter that you want me to present.

Frankly | am a little ‘troubled that the_lsrael! representative will not
attend. It places me in a somewhat embarrassing position but | assume
we can work out that Interpretation of why my presence was important.:

We had another wonderful Pesach, this.time with several Christlian and

black friends joining us. It gave another character to the whole meaning
of freedom and liberation. But we missed you and Michael and wished you
could have joined us. o ... : N _

Georgette jolns me in sending you her best, regards She Is presently

deeply involved in writing what we hope will be a maJor book on criminal.

justice issues.

With warmest good w!shes. | am,

Cordially, as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum .
i : : Director
MHT/BJB : . . International Relat!ons Department
Enclosures’ 5 ; i
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"0 earth, cover not thou their blood" - these words, taken from -the Book of
. Job and inscribed on the Jewish memorial over there, have today summoned
us here to mourn, to remember, to seek reconciliation. We are gathered here
in memory of the many innccent people who were tortured, humiliated and
driven to thelr deaths at Bergen-Belsén, as in othar camps. This site's
admonition te us must-not go unheard or be forgotten. It must be heeded by
us as we define our basic political principles and requires each of us to

examine his own life and way of thinking in the light of the suffering sus-
tained here. Reconclliation with the survivors and descendants of the
victims is only possible if we actept ocur history as it really was, if we

Germans acknowledge our shamz and cur historical respensibility, and if we

perceive the nced to act agzinst any efferte 2imed at undermining human
freedom and dignity.

For twelve years, the light of humanity in Germany and Europe was con- -
cealed by ubiquitous viclence. Germany under the National-Socialist regime
filled the world with fzar and horror. That era of slaughter, indeed of
genocide, is the darkest, most painful chapter in German history. One of
our country's paramount tasks Is to inform people of those occurrences and
keep alive an awareness of the full extant of this historical burden. We must
not nor shall we sver forget the strocities committed under the Hitler re-
gime, the mockery and destruction of all moral precepts, the systematic
inhumanity of the Nazl dictatorship. A nation that abandons its history
forsakes itself. The presence of history is illustrated in a particularly cogent
manner by the survivors of Bergan-Belsen who are here today at the invita-
tion of the Central Jewish Councli.

We recall above zll the persecution and murder of the Jews, the pitiless war
which man, in the final analysis, wagea sgainst himself. Bergen-Belsen, a
town in the middie of Germany, remains 2 mazrk of Cain branded in the minds
of our nation, just like Auschwitz and Treblinka, Belzee and Sobibor,
Chelmno and Majdanek and the many other sites testifying to that mania for
destruction. They epitomize wnat man can do agsinst his fellow beings out of
hatred and blindness. We do not know exactly how many people perished
here at Bergen-Belsen. They numberad more than 50,000. RBut what does
this figure teli us 2bout how d=sath bafel! every incividual, his next of kin,
his family? Vicariously for them oil | rname Anns Frank. She was 15 years old
when she died here a few days before the liberaticn of the camp. We do not
know exactly how her life was extinguished. But we Kknow what awaited
people here, how they were maitreated, what pain they suffered. Their
lives, their human dignity were whoiiy at the mercy of their tormentors.

Despite their own great suffering, many inmates found the strength to stand
by others, to turn to their felicw beings and offer them solace and consola-
tion. An old Jiwish saying goes: "Whoever saves a human life saves. the
whole world." A few known snd many unknown detainees afforded théir
fellow beings strength 2t that time of great agony. We also recall those
courageous people who, in their everyday lives under the Nazi dictatorship,
gave the persecuted s refuge st the risk of their own lives. They all helped
to save our ccnception of man as God's image on earth. :

Forty years ago, Bergen-Belsen wzs iiberated. But for thousands of people
_in _this ‘camp, salvation came too iate: too drained were their bodies, too
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deeply scarred their souls. The National-Socialist despisal of mankind was
demonstrated not only in the concentration camps. It was ubiquitous, just as
the dictatorship was totalitarian. Violence prevailad everywhere, and every-
where people-were shadowec',. persecuted and abducted, they were incarcer-
ated, tortured and murderec. They were people from all walks of life, people’
of many nationalities, faith: ancd creeds, and with highly differant political
convictions. From the very outset, the terror of the totalitarian regime was
directed 2gainst the Jews ia partu:u ar. Envy and crude prejudice, nurtured
over the certuries, cuimin.ted in an :uaofogy of manic racism. The mass
graves here show us where that led to. '

Today, forty years later, it is still our duty to ask ourselves how 3 culture
could disintegrate, to wvlose development and maturity German Jews in
particular made an outstending contribution. Many cf them clearly professed
themselves Garman patriots. Throughout the world they were representatives
and ambassadors of Gerrnan and Western culture. When the forces of evil
seized power in Germany, the Jews were deprived of their rights and driven
out of the country. Tht regime >fficially declared them "subhumans" and
condemned them to the "fnal solution™, Those have become Nazi terms in the
German languags = In tht language of Goethe and Lessing, of Immanuel Kant
and Edimund Husserl, of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Leo Baeck. That misan-
thropic regime also violati:d our language.

But even "efore that it poisoned the spirit of the nation. The rulers were
the henchnen of anarchy. With their arrogant use of power and their unbri-
dled demands, they bl'rded the naticn and then plunged an entire continent
into misery. The deej-est cause of this destruction was the accelerating
disintegration of values and morals. In the final analysis, the totalitarian
State was the product uf the renegation of God., The Nazi regime's hypocrit-
ical Invocation of "godly providence" merely served to gloss over their own
arbitrariness. That wias and remains Incdeed the gravest perversion of reli-
gious faith: contempt for the Iivi‘ng God professed by the great religions.

This darkest. chapter of our histery must always serve as a remipder te us,
not because of the question o’ why those who riskad their lives In Opposmg
the terror ultimately failed ir their efforts. The decisive question is, in-
" stead, why so many people remained apathetic, did not listen properly,
closed their eyes to the realitizs when the despots-to-be solicited support for
their inhumane programme, first in back rooms and then openly out in the
streets. The intentions of the National-Socialists were apparent well befors
9 November 1938, when 35,00) Jews were abducted to concentration camps.
We ask ourselves today why it was not possible to take action when the
signs of National-Socialist tyranny could no longer be overlooked - when
books regarded as great cultiral works of this century were burned, when
synagogues were set on fire,- when Jewish shops were demolished, when
Jewish citizens were denled 3 seat on park benches. Those were warnings.
Even though Auschwitz was beyond anything that man could ima2gine, the
pitiless bru*ality of the Nazis had been clearly discernible. At the Barmen
Synod in 19834, Hans Asmussen clear-sightedly warned of the designs of the
new rulers: ; ' : &

"They claim to be redeemers, but prove to be the tormentors of an unre-
deemed world.," .
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The truth of this utterance is clear to us today. Millions of Jews feli victim
to the National-Socialist terror. The horror of this occurrence s still with us

today. In view of such depravity, one could use the words of St Augustine
who once said:

“To myself | have bacome 2 land of misery."”

Like the Jews, many other innocent people fell victim to persecution. We

cannot separate the ashes of the murdered. Let us here remember those
victims, too., The raclal hatred of the National-Socialists was also directed
against gypsies. In the mass graves before our eyes lie countless Sinti and
Romany gypsies. The Inscription here at Bergen-Belsen reads: "Their violent
death exhorts the living to oppose injustice.” We moura all those who lost
their lives under the totalitarian regime because of their unswerving faith

- amor;g them many who refused to render mllitary service on religious
grounds, . :

A totaslitarlan State. claims to possess the absolute truth, to be alone In
knowlng what Is good and what is bad. It does not respect the individual's
conscience, [t seeks to provide its own answers not only to the penultimate
questions, those of politics, but also to the final questions, those concerning
the meaning and valus of our lives. Only in this way could there arise the
demonlc official dogma that certaln lives are not worth living. Only In this
way!could Mengele and others perform horrifylng experiments on living
people. _

We recall the persecution of the mentally handicapped, of thosa people who
were branded  as social outcasts, and of the many others who, for highly
different reasons, ‘wera slaughtered - some of them simply bzcause they
expressed doubts about the so-called final victory. '

When this camp was set up, Russian prisoners-of-war were first brought
here. Thelr accommodation and treatment amounted to no less than torture.
Over 50,000 died alone in this reglon around Bergen. Thls we must also
remember today and in future: Of the almost 6 million Sovlet soldiers who
were captured by the Germans as prisoners-of-war, far less than half sur-
vived. Hence at this hour we also reflect on the suffering inflicted in the
name of Germany on the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe. We commem-
orate the 20 mlllion people from the Soviet Union who died during the war.
We remembsr the crimes psrpetrated against the Polish nation. And we also
mourn those people who suffersed from Nazl Injustice being repaid with new
injustice, those Germans who flad their home reglons and perished during
the flight. But we would not have learned anything from history if we were
to set off atrocitles agalnst each other.

Germany bears historical responsibility for the crimes of the Nazi tyranny.
This responsibllity Is reflected not least in never-ending shame.

We shall not let anything In this context be falsified or made light of. It is
precisely the knowledge of guilty invelvement, irrespensibllity, eswardice
and fallure that ensbles us to percelve depravity and aip it In the bud. The
totalitarianism that prevailed in Germany from 30 January 1833 o_mfards is
not an unrepeatsble deviation from the straight and narrow, not an “accident
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of history". An alert and sensitive stance is nceded above all towards any
views and attituces that can pave the way for totalitarian rule:

- belief in ideologies which claim to know the goals of history and prom-
ise paradise on earth,

- the failure to exercise freedom responsibly, and

- apathy about violations of human dignity, basic rights and the precept
of peace,

Peace begins with respect for thes unconditional, absolute dignity of the
individual in all spheres of life. The suffering and death of people, the
victims of inhumanity, urge us to preserve peace and freedom, to promote
ldaw and justice, to perceive man's limits and to follow our path in humility
before God,

What Konrad Adenauer said here at Bergen-Belsen in February 1860 remalns
valid: |

"1 believe we could not choose a better place than this one to give a solemn
pledge to do our utmost so that every human being - irrespective of the
nation or race to which he belongs -“enjoys justice, security and freedom on
earth in the future."

The collapse of the Nazi dictatorship on 8 May 1945 was a day of liberation
for the Germans. It soon became apparent, howeyer, that it did not mean
freedom for everyone. We in the free part of our fatherland have, following
the experience of Hitler's dictatorship, made it a rule that especially in
central political questions man must decide on and for himself. We have
established a free republic, a democracy based on the rule of law. The
founders of our democratic country perceived and took advantage of the
moment which Werner Nachmann spoke of. By possessing the strength to face
up to the responsibllity imposed by history, they restored for us the value
and dignity of freedom that is exercissd responsibly. For this reason, we
have, also linked ourselves irrevocably to tha community of free Western
democracies based on shared values and entered into a permanent alliance
with them. This was oniy pcssible because these natians - and not least
former concentration camp inmates and the relatives of victims of the Nazi
dictatership - reached out their hands to us in reconciliation. Many of those
nations directly experienced Nazl terror in thelr own country. There was
bitter hatred for those who had come to subjugate and maltreat them -
hatred which ultimately was directed against the entire German nation. We in
the free part of Germany realize what it means, following Auschwitz and
Treblinka, to have been taken back into the free Western community. Those
nations did so not least with the justified expectation that we will not disown
the crimes perpetrated in the name of Germany against the nations of
Europe.

Today, 40 years later, we continue to acknowledge that historical liabifity,
Precisely because we Germans must never dismiss from our minds that dark
era of our history, | am today addressing you and our fellow countrymen as
ChaneelloF of the Federal Republic of Germany. We have learned the lessons
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of history, especially the history of this century. Human dignity Is Inviola-
ble. Peace must emanate from German soil,

Our reconciliation and friendship with France is a boon to the Germans and
the French, to Europe and the world as a whols. We also wish to attain such
a peaceful achlevement in our relations with our Polish neighbours,

We are greteful that reconciliation was possible with the Jewish people and
the State of Israel, that friendship is agaln growing particularly among
young people. And we respectfully pay tribute to those men and women who,
looklng to the future, were prepared to surmount the strength of hatred
with the force of humanlty, We are especially thankful to eminent representa-
tives of the nation of lsrael like Nahum Goldmann and David Ben Gurion. We
are also grateful to Konrad Adenauer, They all sought reconcilistion.

Reparations were paid to secure a homeland for the Jews and to assist the
survivors of the holocaust. However, today we know just as we did then:
suffering and death, pain and tears are not susceptible to reparations. The
only answer can be collective commemoration, collective moucning; 2nd 2
collactive resclve to live together in a peaceful world,

In his memorlal address at the Cologne Synagogue on § November 1978,
Nahum Coldmann recalled the «=reative mutual influence of Jews and Germans
and spoke of a "unlque, historlcal occurrence”. This co-exlstence of Jews
‘and Germans In particular has a long, eventful history. It has been exam-
ined only little untll now and is scarcely known to many people. For this
reason we Intsnd to promote the establishment of an "Archive for the study
of Jewish history In Germany". We want to trace German-Jewish Interaction
through history. Over many centuries, Jews made decisive contributions fto
German culture snd history. And it Is an accomplishment of hlstorical Import
that, even after 1943, Jewish compatriots were prepared to assist us i
bullding the Federal Republic of Germany. We wish to preserve this mamory,
too, In ordeF to strengthen our resolve to live together in a better future.
It I8 therafore essential to make It clear to the up~oming generation
that tolerance and an open-minded attitude towards one's fellow beings are
Irreplaceable virtues without which a polity cannot survive. Emulating eath
other In the quest for humanity is the most pertinent answer to the fallure
of an era marked by lIntolerance and the abuse of power. At Yad va-Shem,
the words of a Jewlsh mystic of the early 18th century became firmly Im-
pressed upon my mind:

"Seeking to Forqet makes exlile all the longer; the secret of redemption lies
In remembrance.”

For this reason, the exhortation expressed here at Bergen-Belsen rightly is

"0 earth, cover not thou their blood".
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- April 26, 1985 .

) THE BITBURG TRAGEDY - A STUDY.

IN GERMANY'S ATTITUDES TOWARD THE HOLOCAUST
COMMENTARY

'RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

ca ; . : '
) The Bltburg cemetery VISIF}- Ranee =—arrd=F1 o
(/g;;*;e;;;;‘T;‘wany ways an—+n%e#nee+eaa4fkéiéﬁﬁ%ﬁjgest of ggﬁﬁiiﬁﬁiéfy atti-
‘tudes towarq/fhe—Nez+—he+eeauet—-—epeer¥+ea&4¥.Naztsm and its victims.

Clearly, Amerlcan Jews have demonstrated during these tumul tuous

days their unified outrage overrfﬁE:EE;;I:;;;;;;I;;:EFNEn American Presi-

dent having been trapped politically into honoring the memories of the Nazi

SS butchers...Amerfcan Jewry has been joined by the U.S. Congress, -a number
of Christians leaders -- among them Dr. Billy Graham, the National Council.
of Churches and Catholic spokesmen -- in condemning this tragic event.
Numerous ethnic and racial groups Have equally expressed their horror over.
honoring these ""barbarous mass murderers and criminals against our common

humanity.'
Cow

Unknewneyetfto—meef-Amefiean55-ﬁlmost the reaction has taken
place in Germany.’ Last week, Aest German cabinet and the Bundestag voted
overwhelmingly to support Chancellor Kohl's visit to Bitburg. Quick ‘maga-

{ zine, the leadin German plcture-weekl ; ran a story (under a picture of
g Y 5

President Reagan aad—“%he*%nf+BEﬂ%*a+-ﬂath—¥anenbaum“)/”Jy1ng that the

|
S~ owerful '""Jewish lobby in America' w P-Eh—t—t-s_maney—and—eeﬂ-t-w
: ’ Aronrenla (Colad

Aave embarrassed :Chancellor Kohl and Pre5|dent Reagan._ Despite the growth
U]
of democracy in Germany -~ which we welcome and support -- many Germans LQQGAJQ

stil]l have not faced the meaning of the Nazi holocaust and the difference

between a war and the crime of genOC|de; ) 0.

The Bitburg tragedy demonstrates how great remains the task of edu-

cat;ng- e ot about their collective guilt, but about their collec-

tive responsibility.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is director of the |nternat|onal relations department
_ of the American Jewish Committee.
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Western Europe

Forty years after World War I

Speech by Dr Alois Mertes,

Minister of State in the Foreign Office

~ of the Federal Republic of Germany

before the American Jewish Committee
on 2 May 1985




Mr President,

distinguished officers and leaders of the American Jewish Committee,

ladies and gentlemen,

allow me first of all to thank you for having invited me, as a German and
European, to speak at the 1985 meeting of the American Jewish Committee on
the subject "Western Europe forty years after World War 11". | am greatly
honoulred by your kind invitation and despdy=meved by this important subject

zmﬂsjt provides me with an opportunity to recall the consequences we

Germans in the free part of our ‘nation and our neighbours in the free part

of Europe have drawn from exber;iences and responsibilities prior to the 8th’

of May, 1945.

| take pleasure in accepting your invitation for two reasons. Firstly, because

you are a highly regarded organization in the United States, a country with

which the Federal Republic of Germany is linked in close friendship and
within our time-tested security pact, the Atlantic Alliance of free peoples.
Secondly, because you are a Jewish-American community of great merit which
has been fostering mutual acquaintance and understanding between young

Jewish Americans and young Germans for years now.

On behalf of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, | should
like to thank you sincerely, Mr Friedman, today for your un'ique contribu-
tion to the German-Jewish dialogue and to the strengthening of our German-
American community of values and our cc;mmon destiny. | am doing so as a
German who was 11 years old in 1933, 23 years old in 1945 and who is now
63 years old and shares with the overwhe!mihg majority of Germans in East
and West the profound conviction that after the crimes committed by Germans
and in Germany's name during the dictatorship of Hitler and his underlings,

German patriotism, whieh—is—merally _indispensable, can no longer be separat-

ed from loyalty to human rights and democracy, which the American-Jewish
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Committee has held as its objective since 1906. This is the message we wish

‘to transmit to our children and grandchildren. @

When you invited me, neither you nor | ever dreamt that a cemetary near
the centre of my electoral district would become the subject of strong emo-
tions and lively discussions in the United States and in Europe. | can and
will not remain silent on the historical and moral background of these emo-
tions, discussions and misunderstandings. Let me begin with two facts which

are not sufficiently known.

In the Bitburg electoral ‘district which | have the honour to represent in the
German Bundestag, only a small minority of 17.4% voted for Hitler in the last
free national elections before Hitler seized power, held on 6 November 1932,
because they saw him as the only alternative to unemployment. The Commu-
nist Party, which sought to imitate the Soviet model, rece_ived 5.7%; and the
democratic parties received ... of the votes. If voters in all electoral dis-
tricts at the time had cast their ballots this way, the Nazis would never .
) . om il & LS
have come to power. In the most recent elections to the Bundestag, “the
Communists (DKP), the Nationaltjllgi?ééﬁﬂs (NPD) and the Larouche Party
(EAP) received 0.1% of the votes each; the Greens, the pacifist anti-Reagan
party, received only 3.8%, whereas the three traditional democratic parties
(CDU, SPD and FDP) received 95.9%, of which the CDU alone under Chan-
cellor Kohl received 65.4%. | am therefore proud of my electoral district and
of my native Eifel region because the overwhelming majority of the population
is democratic, patriotic'and pro-western. They maintain excellent relations
with the many American soldiers stationed at the two US Air Force bases

there.

It is indeed a geéture of hope and encouragement on your part, forty years
exactly since the Nazi genocide of European Jewry, that you have given a
German politician an opportunity to review Western Europe's progress and
geopolitical problems. Germans were responsible for the holocaust, thus
besmirching the name of the German people. It is precisely for this reason,

and also to preserve our own credibility, that we Germans will never forget

the most infamous moment of German history. Hitler asd=lvs—umderiings—
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misused our own people, in particular the onalt.y of German soldiers towards
their country. Officers of the Wehrmacht such as Richard von Weizsicker,
Helmut Schmidt, Franz Josef Strauss and Walter Scheel fought together with
the vast majority of Germans, including myself, in the belief that they were
_ fighting for their country and not for its ruthless leadership. This is also
e true of the German soldiers who became Austrians again after 1945, such as -
_ Kurt Waldheim, a major in the Wehrmacht, and later Secretary General of the
United Nations. Many German soldiers, especially those on the Western front,
felt a growing conflict of loyalties in the last years of the war between
patriotic duty and Christian ethiés, a conflict which was expressed tragically
in the revolt of 20 July 1944. Such a conflict does not occur for today's
German soldier. Together with his American, British and French counter-
parts, he is serving an alliance defending our countries as well as individual
human dignity and personal freedom. Life in a totalitarian dictatorship which

is hardly conceivable in a democracy, total war, the almost comp'lete control

over information and the ubiquitous fear of denunciation which my generation
experienced caused us in 1945 to swear}never again +te—atew dictatorship on
German soil and never again te=alew-a war e German soil. These
are the words of Kurt Schumacher, the first chairman of the Social Demo-
- cratic Party of Germany, who himself spent twelve years in concentration

camps. Based on the solidarity of our former enemies in the war, we have
+ been able to realize both parts of this ocath in the free part of Germany.

Here in New York, | would like to express on behalf of the Government of

= P

the Federal Rep'ublic of'Germany our a.ppr'eciation for the far-sightedness
and steadfastness of all US presidents since 1945 in all questions pertaining
to Germany as a whole, to Berlin and in particular to the security of West
G wTeosd
Germany and Berlmc \«%are not prepared to give in to pseudo-ethics of
peace which would place that power which twice tried to strangle Berlin's
freedom on the same level with the Western power which twice saved Berlin's
freedom and which has been a credible guarantor of peace in Europe and of

our freedom for forty years now.

For all of us, 1933 is the year in which the rule of law and democracy came

to an end in Germany for twelve years. 1938 is the year in which Great

Britain and France with their policy of appeasement actually helped Hitler's
- Jalln o Fow o rlolir o Comne toto sriiisn.,
wf‘fvw A 4 Yoy v\ Tt des] e hzy ik @mw/ Ul
Oc??u{‘?’mlLY %wa Cmu? Wby;\e/wu éw—wu’ % Mwlﬁ éxzé(/

by



sEaR

gy e

policy of expansion and in which the persecution of German Jews reached an
initial dreadful climax three years before the Wannsee Conference which -
marked the beginning of the systematic annihilation of the Jews. 1939 is for
us the year in which Germany, encouraged by the Soviet Union, invaded
Poland, 1941 the year of German aggression against the Soviet Union, 1943
the year of Stalingrad, 1944 the year of the second front and the defeat of
German resistance to Hitler, and 1945 meant the end of a bloody war and an
inhuman dictatorship, the freeing of the victims of Nazi persecution and
genocide, the military defeat of the German Reich, .the desperate suffering of -
millions of German prisoners and expellees, but, above all, the chance for a

new and democratic start.

The subject you have given me should serve to enable us to see the dangers
threatening Europe today, and therefore the United States and Canada- as-
well, and indeed international peace, and in particular to see the opportuni-
ties at our disposal to preserve peace from any risk of war and, what is
more, to foster a peace which endeavours to alleviate injustice and eliminate
oppression and persecution. For peace is not only a state of non-war; it is

the work of righteousness, to quote the prophet Isaiah.

Our experience during the 12 years of Nazi dictatorship and that during the
subsequent forty. years belong together. It has moulded the judgments of my
generation up to the present day. Over the last forty years, the western
Wt abe - -
part of Germany has—had—the—opportunity to reconstruct a politically and
economically viable democracy, based on the rule of law, whereas the eastern
part of Germany and our eastern neighbours have been prevented by force
from doing so. It is_only possible to talk in an adequate manner about the
8th of May 1945, “about the development of Western Europe amd—abeut—the
German—question, if one is aware of the origins and course of the 12 years
of Hitler's rule, and of the consequences which the German people and their
former Western enemies in the war have drawn since then from their experi-

ence. The 8th of May 1945 for us Germans meant more than the end of a

totalitarian regime which brought suffering, death and destruction to every

t."_‘“\... [ e, T, T O
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corner of Europe, and which dishonoured Germany's name by planned geno-
cide, and more than the beginning of Germany's and Eastern Europe's

subjection to another totalitarian system.

For my generation, the 8th of May in retrospect was above all the beginning
of an historic opportunity which we have taken advantage of for forty years:
to design a future of freedom and justice, reconciliation and peace. Human
rights and the renunciation of force were henceforth to determine German

policies.

They were -years of democratic stability, years of reconciliation with our
neighbours with whom we in the West, starting in 1950, found a road for
close institutional unification, and years of identification of our security
interests with those of the peoples of the Atlantic Alliance. They were also
years in which Germany's good name was restored by its resolute will to
make amends to the survivors of Nazi terror, by our solidarity with Israel's
right to exist within secure borders, by its will for genuine détente and
balanced disarmament, by successfully defending itself against anti-
democratic temptations from within and totalitarian pressure from without,
and by its development assistance to the Third World which today is greater
and more effective than that of all the Warsaw Pact countries. On the 8th
May, 15585, Germans of my generation will commemorate the fortieth anniver-
sary of peace and democracy, reconciliation and reconstruction with grati-
tude. We want our grandc'h‘ildren and their grandchildren to accept gladly
being part of the German nation into which we were born and to which we

shall remain faithful in good times and in bad.

We do not want to forget the villainy of the Nazi dictatorship. This is espe-
cially true of the genocide of the Jews which was obviously beyond the
rationale of war and rather constituted in itself an exclusively criminal
proclivity for annihilation. This genocide cannot be compared with any other
event between 1942 and 1945. And this | state as a former German soldier
who did=dma=dudy-in gbod faith at the time and who rejects any collective
accusations against Germany since they would correspond neither to histori-

cal reality nor to Biblical ethics. But we Germans must also recall all the
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great - thmgs our people have given humanity. US Ambassador Arthur Burns,
himself from the American Jewish community and a partlcularly credible and
wise representative of the United States, who is now leaving Bonn, recently
appealed to German teachers, politicians and churches to do more in propa-
gating this aspect of political education. He has encouraged us Germans to
take more pride in our country and its history. In addition to our tragic
mistakes, Ambassador Burns also pointed to the great achievements of our
nation. | find it imperative at this point to recall with, national gratitude, the

inestimable contribution made to German culture by JewisH ingeniousness™

The German people, where it was free to chose after 1945, decided for
Western democracy because there can now no longer be anything of national
interest to Germany which is separable from justice and freedom. This is the
decisive lesson which history has .taught us once and hfor' all. We have there-
fore committed ourselves to these foundations of the West once and for all.
Not only the'efhics of Christianity, but also the basic values of Western
democracy are anchored in Biblical anthropology which views every human
being as having been created in God's own image and .likeness, values to
which the Jews,. despite defamation and persecution have remained faithful
for millenia. The decision to stand up for .'the moral principles of the West
implies the will, indeed the moral duty to persist internationally in claiming
individual human rights and national self-determination for our whole nation. -
This will demand political steadfastness and historical- perseverance on the~
part of the Federal Republic of Germany and of its major allies. Hitler's 1939
"recipe"”, in all its possible variants, including the threat and use of force,
and collusion with Russia to the disadvantage of Poland and the West, is
forever banned from German foreign policy.

After these preliminary remarks which | find imperative, let me turn to the
situation of Europe forty years since the war. When the armed forces of

Germany surrendered unconditionally in 1945, large expanses of Europe, and

especially all of Germany, lay in physical and moral ruins. The victorious . :i:.

Western allies, in particulaf the United States, believed in the possibility of : -

creating a worldwide order for peace on the basis of the UN Charter. But it

was soon to be seen that the Soviet Union, as today, both in theory and.in
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practice, interpreted almost all the principles of post-war policies which it

had agreed to with the Western powers in a manner which remains incompat-

ible with Western faith in freedom and democracy, self-determination and
independence, peace, security and disarmament. The Soviet Union misused
its military victory over Germany in order to: create by force a buffer zone
in Eastern Europe and its occupation zone in Germany from 1945 to 1948
which led to the division of Europe and Germany- still known as the open
European question and the open German question. At the opening of the

Conference .on Confidence- and Security-building Measures and Disarmament

in Europe in Stockholm on 18 January 1984, Secretary of State George Shultz .

said:

"Since 1945, Western Europe has seen a great reconciliation of old enemies
and a great resurgence of 'Fre_ed_om_,.,prosperity, unity, and security. It is a
crowning achievment of the European tradition in which the United States
- has been proud to play a'-part. But throughdut the same period, an artificial
barrier has cruel.ly divided this continent - and indeed heartlessly divided

one of its great nations.

This barrier was not placed there by the west. It is not maintained by the
west. It is not the west that prevents its citizens' free movement, or cuts

them off from competing ideas.

Let me be very clear: The United States does not recognize the legitimacy: of ..

the artificially imposed division of Europe. This division is the essence of

Europe's security and human rights problem, and we all know it."
On the same subject, President Reagan stated on 5 FebFuary 1985:
"There is one boundary which Yalta symbolizes that can never be made

legitimate, and that is the dividing line between freedom and repression. |

do not hesitate to say that we wish to undo this boundary. In so doing, we

seek no military advantage for ourselves or for the Western alliance. We .do-
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not deny any nation's legitimate interest in security. But protecting the
security of one nation by robbing another of its national independence, and

national traditions, is not legitimate. In the long run, it is not even secure.

This is the best possible description of the reélity and the consequences of
the division of Europe. The determination of the United States to defend its
rights, responsibilities and interests in all the East-West crises since 1945
against all pressure, threats and blackmail is, in addition to its military
presence in Western Europe, the most visible political incarnation of the
credibility of the American position in Europe. The Western powers are
defending not only the freedom of West Berlin, they are also defending the
claim of the German people and of the Eastern Europeans to a just peace

based on individual and national human rights.

The Soviet policy of subjection and expansion from 1945 to 1948 culminated in
the first Berlin crisis which resulted, not only in West Germany but also in
all the major countries of Western Europe, in the recognition of a fact still
valid today: '

The security of Europe and of the United States are inseparably linked since
the political objectives and the military potential of the Soviet threat are
directed against Europe and America. At the Williamsburg economic summit in
1983, Japan also subscribed to the common aims of European and American
security. We Europeans can only survive as free countries if we form a close
political and military community with the United States, whose power and
credible solidarity is founded on shared values on which our common inter-
ests are based. | would ask you to take the following into consideration in
all questions related to Germany and Europe. The risk of war in Europe is
almost zero. But, as Chancellor Kohl stated, the Soviet Union wants a politi-
cal victory in Europe in a military peace. Its will for expansion westward, as
former Chancellor Schmidt put it recently, is unbroken. It does not wish to
conquer the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany, but rather win
over the minds ang hearts of the German people, especially of young Ger-
mans. Trying to—foz=e> a wedge between Germans and Americans is the logical
consequence of Soviet foreign policy, which is characterized by exceptional

perseverance and which no doubt will continue for quite some time. Any
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division between the American people and Germany or between the German - -

conceive

Europe the Jewish community. On the contrary, such a division places us

all in danger. | am afraid that the Bitburg controversy has ipso facto only
raised Moscow's chances of influencing young people psychologically. |
regard it as our duty, in public discussion on the past, not to forget the

needs of the present and future in the vital interests of Furppe and Ameri-

merica serves, as a result, only Moscow's interests. | cannot

how such a div_isiog could possibly bene’fi.t the United States,.

Ty (ot S Tl BT L "4.4‘1,-(’ ?4-'1-'1
ca. Any vretatrvizing or partial attitudeg\ are simpi\/ irresponsible if 4& ‘ar_e H ¢

really convinced that Europe and America need one another.

If today we want to describe the present conditions and prospects for Euro-
pean policy, we first have to refer, as | did, to the basic facts which
emerged from the Second World War. Their causes are clearly Hitler's crimes
and expansionism, and then Stalin’'s resolve to create an area west of Russia
in which European populations mus"g live under regimes which do not respect
basic human rights and practise a relationship with the Soviet Union which
cannot be compared with that between the West European countries and the
United States of America.

All nations of Europe have clearly fallen back to the level of small or

medium-sized countries whereas the Soviet Union was. able to extend its

sphere of influence and power right to the centre of Europe and rose to

acquire a par rating with the United States as the second worid power. At . ..

the same time Germany and Europe were divided into an area of democracy
and self-determination and into one of totalitarianism and foreign domination.
The splitting of Europe into two halves has in the meantime become a major
factor determining European and above all German policy. Relations between
the two superpowers, which since the Second World War have gone through
different phases, have a decisi\?e bearing on the policies pursued by the

Europeans.
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But important developments have also taken place in Europe itself. We have
seen the establishment and growth of the European Community and the
relative increase in th.e importance bf the E:.ir.-o'peans within the Atlantic
Alliance, whilst on the other hand there have been very slow yet noticeable

evolutionary trends within the Warsaw Pact.

When | speak of "Europe” | mean, as | have intimated in my remarks so far,
the whole of Europe. We include the nations of Eastern Europe. Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Hungary are, according to their own self-perception,
too, nations of Central Europé; the other members of the Warsaw Pact are a
part of Europe. (The Soviet Union, too, is of course partly a European
country, but it is first and foremost a global or superpower. Russia, by the
way, has never belonged to that part of Europe, which was shaped by

western Christianity and Judaism, by the era of enlightment and democracy.

In this Europe the two most heavily armed military alliances in the world
stand face to face. Germany lies on the border between the totalitarian East
and the democratic West: The dividing line passes right through Germany.
That is why the effect of the division of Europe is more intensely felt in my
country than anywhere else. In Germany, we have become especially aware
of the absolute necessity to maintain peace against any risk of war, whether
conventional or nuclear; and to shape a peace of freedom and justice. The
Federal Replublic of Germany is firmly integrated into the European Commu-
nity and the Western Alliance of free and democratic countries. This integra-
‘. tion is based on a deep conviction and not on opportunist considerations.
Our political priority has been and remains: freedom before unity. That is
why our policy in the short term must aim at mitigating the effects of the
division of the country and of Europe and, in the long term, at reaching a
state of peace in Europe in which the German people will recover its unity
through free self-determination. We are fostering with the United States and
other allies a peaceful, evolutionary process as a result of which all Europe-
ans can live freely and in peace. Thus, we keep the national interests of the

Germans strictly in harmony with the interests of the West in general and of
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Europe in part:cular in seeklng a favourable development of relations with
the East. We have linked our dest:ny to that of our neighbours , snd,

thersfore,—our-—policy is a poliey-for-peace—tn—Europe.

“fLeadFrraida
Incorporated in this European policy fer—peace is the—policy—towareds theC‘&

German Democratic Repubhc,pursued by the Federal Republic of Germany in
full agreement with our Allies. We follow this policy out of our responsibility
for genuine and lasting peace in Europe. It is designed to secure fruitful
relations between the two states in Germany as well as the greatest possible
exchange of information and personal contacts between Germans on both

sides of the border.

When we speak of the two most heavily armed military alliances standing face
to face in Europe, however, we must not forget that Europe has lived in
peace since the end of World War ll,-%ﬁb—h—m—oﬁﬂm—greﬂ—pambﬁes
of=aitr—age. In that périod military force in Europe has been used only
within the Soviet sphere of influence - East Berlin in 1953, Hungary in 1956,
and Cezchoslovakia in 1968. We have to bear this basic fact in mind when we
speak of the relationship between the two superpowers and its impact on
Europe. The long phase of stability in Europe would have been hard to
imagine without the war-preventing influence of a balance of military power.
For Western Europe the nuclear protection which only the United States can
provide will remain essential for maintaining this balance in the foreseeable .

future.

Developments in relations between the two superpowers affect the Europeans.
in two ways. One is that they bring the United States and the Soviet Union
into direct contact with their respective European allies, the other that they
influence the prospects of the Europeans as a whole in the proéess of shap-

ing the East-West relationship.

As to the first, we see decisive differences between Soviet and American
policy. The Soviet Union has traditionally seized every opportunity to exert.. -
influence on the West European members of NATO so as to counteract the

joint plans of the Alliance and split it. This is, and will probably remain, a--
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fundamental objective of Soviet policy towards Western Europe. In pursuing

. this aim, Moscow, through excessive use of political pressure and propagan-

da designed to intimidate the public, has achieved the opposite to what it
wanted in that it has caused the West European allies to strengthen their
ties with the United States. '

Ladies and Gentlemen,

we Germans know which power since the Second World War has twice tried to
strangle the freedom of West Berlin and which power twice saved tlihis free-
dom. We know which power suppresses human rights and the trade unions in

tfr U

our part of Europe. There are two minorities in the Soviet Union who suffer

- one part of Europe and which w’_?nr guarantees these fundamental rights in

particularly under discrimination and the lack of freedom: the Jews and the

Germans.

We have noticed too that the Soviets have adopted a varied approach to the
West European members of NATO. Of late, the Federal Republic of Germany
has been the main target of Soviet propaganda, in which attacks on NATO's

arms modernization plans have been intermingled with denunciations of an

alleged revanchist attitude on our part.

"Playing the European card" will certainly remain a.prominent feature of the
Soviet Union's policy towards the Western Alliance. Even now Moscow is
trying to exert political pressure on European countries whom it accuses
today of giving unqualified support to  the American Strategic Defence

Initiative.

In contrast, American policy towards Eastern Europe was until recently
focused almost exclusively on the Soviet Union itself. But more recently the
United States has begun to intensify its relations with other members: of the
Eastern Bloc Alliance, including the GDR. This has cohe at a time when the

smaller Eastern Bloc countries can be seen to have a somewhat greater scope
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for movement in the conduct of their foreign policy. It remains to be seen
whether the Soviet Union, with the leadership question having quickly been

settled, will seek to tighten the reins on its allies.

Although the period of low profiled relations between the superpowers,
especially following the Soviet Union's departure from the Geneva conference
table in the winter of 1983, has placed a strain on East-West relations as a
whole, it has at the same time shown that the Europeans were able on their
own initiative to help bridge tension during that spell. The dialogue between
the Europeans in East and West was not cut off. The CSCE process, with
the various stages having been laid down at the Madrid follow-up conference
in 1983, has been an important factor in maintaining the East-West dialogue.
In this context, special mention ‘should be made of the Conference on Confi-
dence and Security-building measure and Disarmament in Europe which
opened in Stockholm in January 1984 in the presence of the 35 Foreign
Ministers of the participating States, including the American Secretary of
State and the Soviet Foreign Minister. The Europeans on both sides of the
dividing line in Europe have played their part in bringing the superpowers
back to the conference table in Geneva. -They will now have to ensure that
their viewpoints are brought t6 bear in the negotiations. For instance, they

will have to remind the superpowers that the results they seek can only lead

- to a more stable security in Europe if determined efforts are also made to

achieve greater stability in the balance of conventional forces in Europe, this

being a question of growing importance.

As the negotiations get under way, the Europeans in East and West will not
content themselves to the role of spectators. They should not regard the
emerging tendency of the United States and the Soviet Union to adopt a more
bilateral approach to international problems as a threat to their interests but
as an improvement in the general conditions for their own involvement in the
process. The CSCE is the principal framework within which to seek improve-
ments in the overall relationship between East und West. Such improvements
include progress in economic co-operation where, on account of the corﬁpie-
mentary nature of the economic potentials in Western and Eastern Europe

(including the Soviet Union itself), considerable possibilities remain
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untapped. THis is also true for environmental protection, scientific and

technological co-operation, and culture.

The Europeans have a strong awareness of their common cultural heritage, in
particular between the Finnish-Russian and the Polish-Russian border on the
one hand and the Atlantic coast on the other hand. The CSCE's Cultural
Forum, which is to be held in Budapest in October, will make this even more

evident.

But in the development of bilateral relations as well, the Europeans are
rendering their own special contribution. Contacts between the populations of
Eastern and Western Europe have been intensified in recent years. In this
context | need only mention as examples the visit by the British Prime
Minister Mrs Thatcher to Budaplest, the visits of the German Foreign Minis-
ter Genscher to Warsaw, Moscow and Sofia, and the recent visit of the
British Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe to East Berlin, Prague and

Warsaw.

We believe that in: many respects there exist favourable conditions for a start
of a realistic policy in the direction of genuine détente. For this, we need a

clear vision of what is necessary and what is possible.

The Europeans bear a special responsibility for cautiously but systematically
advancing the process of security and co-operation in Europe. The close knit
contacts with our eastern neighbours to whom we are linked by virtue of a
multi-faceted common history, a rich cultural heritage and a shared destiny,
constitutes an element of stability and a source of hope of all Europeans.
The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany will steadily advance
and expand its contacts and co-operation with its eastern neighbours on the
basis of the modus vivendi treaties concluded with them. The declared will of
the two States in Germany to shape their mutual relations and their policies
in such a manner that impulses promoting the cause of a just and solid peace
emanate from Germans must continue to prove its worth in practice as a

contribution to co-operative European security.
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In particular in my capacity as a Quest of the American Jewish Committee, |
would like to comment on the obvious importance of the Middle East for the
geopolitical interests of Western Europe. Although much more time would be
needed, let me mentioﬁ a couple of things at least: ”

We in the European Community wish to make a contribution to a lasting peace
in this regibn. But this must not block American endeavours towards an
alleviation of or solution to the Arab-lsraeli conflict, it must support them.
For this reason, dialogue and consultations between the United States and

Europe are particularly essential with regard to the Middle East.

As a German, nevertheless, | would like to stress that it is essential for us
Germans, in East and West, to be aware and never forget that Germany's
special responsibility for Israel is an element of credibility and ethics in any
good German foreign policy. The remarks of the Federal Chancellor in his
Government Statement of 4 May 1983 remain just as valid as they were dur-

ing his visit to Israel where | accompanied him.

"Our policy on the Middle East is founded on respect for the legitimate
interests of all peoples and States - some of them mutually opposed - in that
region. In addition, we are particularly attached to Israel, and we stand up
for Israel's right to live in freedom and scecurity. This attitude denotes
every aspect of our Middle East policy which hopes to contribute to a lasting
peace in the region. This does not preclude, however, that there may be
individual political questions between the Federal Republic of Germany and

the State of Isreael on which we disagree."

In conclusion | would like to bring up another matter before this distin-
guished audience, which occurred to me as a result of my years of discus-
sions with young Germans: the peace question must be repoliticized, it must

not be allowed to degenerate into military and techhnical details.

It is not weapons and soldiers as such which are a threat to peace; they are
the instruments of political will. Unless the debate on peace and security is
brought back into the arena of political discussion, it will degenerate into

the technical jargon of military strategy and disarmament diplomacy. | once
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- said in the Gérman Bundestag thét some of the supporters of armaments and -
some of the supporters of disarmament had one thing in common; th_gx;__?_ta[k_e,cjw N

only of weapons, no loAger discussing the underlying political issues. fnthe

Atlantic Alliance, we secure pleace in freedom vis-a-vis the Soviet lﬁﬁion
- that is the purpose of NATOQO. Parallel to this, we try to build peace with
the Soviet Union and its allies - that is the purpose of dialogue, arms con-
trol, co-opelr‘ation and confidence-building measures.

Moscow's political objectives and the military potential available for achieving
them represent, in themselves, a serious threat to the security of the West
and justify the existence of the Atlantic Alliance, with all the burdens we
carry for assuring security: the deployment of a sufficient defensive poten-
tial, the sharing of calculated risks, demanding both personal sacrifices and

financial expenditures.

Internalfy, the Soviet Union acts repressively. Externally, it acts expan-
sively on a global scale. Both internally and externally, the Soviet aims run
counter to elementary tenets of the liberal democracies of the West. Its
long-term goal of expansion, so contrary to the'vita_l security interests of
the West, is not based on a master plan deposited in a Kremlin safe. [t can
rather be clearly observed, being based in the first instance on the Soviet
Union's imperial concept of security, and s_econd'ly on Lenin's foreign policy,
openly subscribed to by the Soviet leadership, with claims to world hegemo-
ny. As far as the Soviet security concept is concerned, an insatiable quest
for absolute security, it aims logically at a constant "peaceful” extension of

influence in Western Europe and the Third World.

It is of interest to note th'at in the West people often shy away from square-
ly facing these facts. | am in favour of taking seriously what Eastern lead-
ers say. Why is it that we do not want to listen? Do they not state their
aims clearly? Indeed, the Soviet Union may be accused of many things, but
it cannot be accused of concealing its political principles and objectives. For

reasons -of self-interest, Moscow cannot run the risk of attacking any member

country of the Alliance. Instead, Moscow tries to induce us to adopt pref:;;{l%u'

belitVigu
trommary "good cenduet” and to submit increasingly to its wishes. In other

SNBSS Ve T e e

L bilelRerend, a0t



o

words, the Soviet leaders are counting on our willingness to appease through
what may be called anticipatory compliance. Moscow wants to achieve superi-
’(g‘ty !r:yEar‘ope _hz’ rad#m)y decoupling the Federal Repfublic of German;:/

he West artd Etrope from the United States, in order to split up the
Atlantic Alliance into zones of American _secumty and European insecurity
with the aim of gaining a controlling access to Europe's resources and

inventiveness.

The motto of the Atlantic Alliance is: "Vigilia precium libertatis" - vigilance
is the price of freedom. Americans and Europeans are paying this price. And
| believe, Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, this motto is the best yard-
stick for preserving the Tright proportions in discussing controversial sub-
jects between Americans and Europeans, be they of an historical, political,
economic or military nature. My beloved parents who were practising Chris-

tians and good Germans, and my older brother who was a Catholic priest and

@Wemttrsm during the Nazi peﬁ) taught me to

respect Jewish piety and Jewish faithfulness to the Law.

| am am-.*are of how righteousness, i.e. fairness, determines Jewish ethics. It
is expressed in the sayings of old which Rabbi Natan Levinson of the Insti-
tute of Jewish Studies in Heidelberg pointed out to me: "Do not judge your
neighbour for you do not know what you would have done in his place.”
Jesus of Nazareth also lived in this spirit when he said in the Sermon on the

Mount: "Judge not, and ye shall not be judged."

" With its fairness, its far-sighte_dness and its will to build bridges, the

American Jewish Committee embodies the best traditions of American and
Jewish humanism. Ladies and gentlemen, Mr President, the thanks of the
German people, which | express here once again in all sincerity, go to vou
all.
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Allow me first of all to thank you for having invited me, as a German and
European, to speak at the 1985 meeting of the American Jewish Committee on
the subject “Western Europe Forty Years after World War II." [ am greatly
honored by your kind invitation. It provides me with an opportunity to
recall the consequences we Germans in the free part of our nation and our
neighbors in the free part .of Europe have drawn from experiences and
respcnsibilities prior to ithe 8th of May, 1945. :

[ take pleasure in accepting your invitation for two reasons, firstly, be-
cause you are a highly regarded ,organization -in the United States, a
~country with which the Federal Republic of Germany is linked in close
friendship and-within our time-tested security partnership, the Atlantic
alliance of free peoples. Secondly, because you are a Jewish-American com-
munity of great merit which has been fostering mutual acquaintance and un-
derstanding between young Jewish Americans and young Germans for years now.

On behalf of the government of the Federal Republic of Germany, I should
like to thank you sincerely, Mr. Friedman, today for your unique
contribution to the German-Jewish dialog and to he strengthening of our
German-American community of values: and destiny. I am doing so as a German
who was 11 years old in 1933,'23 years old in 1945 and who is now 63 years
old and shares with the overwhelming majority of Germans in East and West
the profound conviction that after the crimes committed by Germans and in
Germany's name during the dictatorship of Hitler and his underlings, German
patriotism can no longer be seperated from loyalty to human rights and
democracy, which the American-Jewish Committee has held as its objective
since 1906. This is the message we wish to transmit to our children and
“:grandchildren, '

GEB!\&AN INFORMATION CENTER, 950 THIRD AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y.10022 (212) 888-9840
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When you invited me, neither you nor I ever dreamt that a cemetery near the
center of my electoral district would become the subject of strong emotions
and 1ive1y discussions in the -United States and in Europe. I can and will
not remain silent on the historical and moral background of these emotions,
discussions and m1sunderstand1ngs Let me.begin with two facts which.are
not sufficiently known. 3P

In the Bitburg e1ectora1 district which I have the honor to represent in
the German Bundestag, only a small minority of 17.4 percent voted for
Hitler in the last free national elections before Hitler seized power, held -
on November 6, 1932, because they saw him as the only alternative to
unempleyment. The Communist. Party, which sought to imitate the Soviet
model, received 5.7 percent, and the democratic parties received 76.0
percent of the votes. If voters in all electoral. districts at the time had
cast their ballots this way, Hitler would never have come to power, at
least not legally. In the most recent elections to the Bundestag on March
5, 1983, the Communists (DKP), the Nationalists (NDP) and the Larouche
Party (EAP) received 0.1 percent of the votes each. The Greens, the
pacifist Anti-NATO Party, received only 3.8 percent, whereas the three
traditional democratic parties (CDU, SPD and FDP) received 95.9 percent, of
which the CDU alone under Chancellor Kohl received 65.4 percent. I am
therefore proud of my electoral district and of my native Eifel region
because the overwhelming majority of the population 1is democratic,
patriotic and pro-Western. They maintain excellent relations with the many
American soldiers stationed at the two U.S. Air Force bases there.

It is indeed a gesture of hope and encouragement on your part, forty years
exactly since the Nazi genocide of European Jewry, that you have given a
German politician an opportunity to review Western Europe's progress and
geopolitical problems. Germans and Austrians were responsible for the
Holocaust, thus besmirching the name of the German people. It is precisely
~for this reason, and also to preserve our own credibility, that we Germans
will never forget the most infamous moment of German history. Hitler
misused our own people, in particular the loyalty of German soldiers
towards their country. Officers of the Wehrmacht such as Richard von
Weizsdcker, Helmut Schmidt, Franz Josef Strauss and Walter Scheel served
together with the vast majority of Germans, including myself, in the belief
that they were serving their country and not its inhuman ruthless
leadership. This is also true of the German soldiers who became Austrians
again after 1945, such as Kurt Waldheim, a major in the Wehrmacht, and
‘later Secretary General of the United Nations. Many German soldiers,
especizlly .those on the Yest=rn.Front, felt a growing conflict of Toyalties
in the last years of the war between patriotic duty and Christian ethics, a
conflict which was expressed tragically in the revolt of July 20, 1944,
Such a conflict does not occur for today's German soldier. Together with
his American, British and French counterparts, he is serving an alliance
defending our countries as well as individual human dignity and personal .
freedom. Life in a totalitarian dictatorship which is hardly conceivable in
a democracy, total war, the almost complete control  over information and
the ubiquitous fear of denunciation which my generation experienced caused
us in 1945 to swear: Never again dictatorship on German soil; never again
war from German soil. These are the words of Kurt Schumacher, the first
post-war Chairman of the Social Democratic Party of Germany, who himself
spent ten years in concentration camps. Based on the solidarity of our
former enemies in the war, we have been able to realize both parts of this
pledge in the free part of Germany. Here in“New York, I would like to
express on behalf of the gcvernment of the Federal Repub11c of Germany our
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appreciation for the far-sightedness and steadfastness of all U.S.
presidents ‘'since 1945 in all questions pertaining to Germany as a whole, to
Berlin and in particular to the security of West Germany and West Berlin. I
do this also as a former German soldier who became a prisoner of war of the

U.S. Army forty years ago to this very day and only thus escaped Soviet
captivity. I was able to return home four months later.

The subject you have given me should serve to enable us to see the dangers
threatening Europe today, and therefore the United States and Canada as
well, and indeed international peace, and in particular to see the
opportunities at our disposal to preserve peace from any risk of war and,
what is more, to foster a peace which endeavors to alleviate injustice and
eliminate oppression and persecution. For peace is not only a state of
non-war. It is the work of righteousness, to quote the prophet Isaiah.

Our experience during the 12 years of Nazi dictatorship and that during the
subsequent forty years belong together. It has molded the judgements of my
generation up to the present day. Over the last forty years, the western
part of Germany has been able to reconstruct a politically and economically
viable democracy, based on the rule of law, whereas the eastern part of
Germany and our eastern neighbors have been prevented by force from doing
so. It is only possible to talk in an adequate manner about the 8th of May
1945 and about the development of Western Europe if one is aware of the
origins and course of the 12 wyears of Hitler's rule, and of the
consequences which the German people and their former Western enemies in
the war have drawn since then from their experience. The 8th of May 1945
for us Germans meant more than the end of a totalitarian regime which
brought suffering, death and destruction to every corner of Europe, and
which burdened Germany's name K by planned genocide. Soon after began
Germany's and Eastern Europe's subjection to another totalitarian system.

For my genération, the 8th of May in retrospect was above all the beginning
on an historic opportunity which we have taken advantage of for forty
years: to design a future of freedom, justice, and peace. Human rights and
the renunciation of force were henceforth to determine German policies.

They were years of democratic stability, years of reconciliation with our
neighbors with whom we in the West, starting in 1950, found a road for
close institutional wunification, and years of identification of our
security interests with those of the peoples of the Atlantic alliance. They
were also years in which we tried to restore Germany's good name by our
resolute will to make amends to the survivors of Nazi terror, by our
"solidarity with Israel's right to exist within secure borders, by our will
for genuine detente and balanced disarmament, by successfully defending
ourselves against anti-democratic temptations from within and totalitarian
pressure from without, and by development assistance to thé Third World
which today is greater and more effective than that of all the Warsaw Pact
countries. ‘

We want our grandchildren and their grandchildren-to accept gladly being
part of the German nation into which we were born and to which we shall
remain faithful in good times and in bad.

We do not want to forget the villainy of the National Socialist dictator-
ship. This is especially true of the genocide of the Jews, which was ob-
viously beyond the dreadful rationale of war, victory or defeat.
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It constituted in ditself an exclusively criminal proclivity for
annihilation. This genocide cannot be compared with any other event between
1942 and 1945. And this I state as someone who served his country in good
faith at the time and who rejects any collective accusations against
Germany since they would correspond neither to historical reality nor to -
Biblical ethics. But we Germans must also recall all the great things our
people have given humanity. U.S. Ambassador Arthur Burns, himself from the -
American Jewish community and a particularly credible and wise
representative of the United States, who is now leaving Bonn, recently
appealed to German teachers, politicians and churches to do more in
propagating this positive aspect of political education. He has encouraged
us Germans to take more pride in our country and its history. In addition
to the dark years of National Socialism, which we should never forget,
Ambassador Burns also pointed to the great achievements of our nation. I
find it imperative at this point to recall with national gratitude the
inestimable contribution made to German culture by Jewish citizens.

The German people, where it was free to choose after 1945, decided for
Western democracy because -there can now no longer be anything of national
interest to Germany which is separable from justice and freedom. This is
the decisive lession which history has taught us once and for all. We have
therefore committed ourselves to these foundations of the West once and for
all. Not only the ethics of Christianity, but also the basic values of
Western democracy are anchored in Biblical anthropology which views every
human being as having been created in God's own image and likeness, values
to which the Jews, despite defamation and persecution, have remained
faithful for millenia. The decision to stand up for the moral principles of
the West implies the will, indeed the moral duty to persist internationally
in claiming individual human rights and national self-determination for our
whole nation., This will demand political steadfastness and historical
perseverance on the part of the Federal Republic of Germany and of its
major allies. Hitler's 1939 '"recipe," in all its possible variants,
including the threat and use of force, and collusion with Russia to the -
disadvantage of Poland and the West, is forever banned from German foreign
policy. ' '

After these preliminary remarks, let me turn to the situation of Europe
forty years since the war. When the armed forces of Germany surrendered
unconditionally in 1945, large expanses of Europe, and especially all of
Germany, lay in physical and moral ruins. The victorious Western allies, in
particular the United States, believed in the possibility of creating a
worldwide order for peace on the basis of the UN Charter. But it was soon
to be seen that the Soviet Union, as today, both in theory and in practice,
interpreted almost all the principles of postwar policies which it had
agreed to with the Western powers in a manner which remains incompatible
with Western faith in freedom and democracy, self-determination and
independence, peace, security and disarmament. The Soviet Union misused its
military victory over Germany in order to create by force a buffer zone in
Eastern Europe and its occupation zone in Germany from 1945 to 1948 which
led to the division of Europe and Germany still known as the European
Question and the open German Question. At the opening of the Conference on
Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe 1in

Stockholm on January 18, 1984, Secretary of State George Shultz said:

"Since 1945, Western Europe has seen a great reconciliation of old enemies
and a great resurgence of freedom, prosperity, unity, and security, It is a
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crowning achievement of the European tradition in which the United States
has been proud to play a part. But throughout the same period, an
artificial barrier has cruelly divided this continent - and indeed
heartlessly divided one of its great nations.

This barrier was not placed there by the West. It is not maintained by the
West. It is not the West .that prevents its citizens' free movement, or cuts
them off from competing ideas. :

Let me be very clear: The United States does not recogn{ze the legitimacy
of the artificially imposed division of Europe. This division is the
essence of Europe's security and human rights problem, and we all know it."

On the same subject, President Reagan stated on February 5, 1985:

“There 1is one boundary which Yalta -symbolizes that can never be made
legitimate, and that is the dividing line between freedom and repression. I
do not hesitate to say that we wish to undo this boundary. In so doing, we
seck no.military advantage for ourselves or for the Western alliance. We do
not deny any nation's legitimate interest in security. But protecting the
security of one nation by robbing another of its national independence and
national traditions is not legitimate. In the long run, it is not even
secure." :

This is the best possible description of the reality and the consequences
-of the division of Europe. The determination of the United States to defend
its rights, responsibilities and interests in all the East-West crises
since 1945 against all pressure, threats and blackmail is, in addition to
its military presence in Western Europe, the most visible political
incarnation of the credibility of the American position-in Europe. The
Western nowers are defending not only the freedom of West Berlin, they are
also defending the claim of the German people and of the Eastern Europeans
to a just peace based on individual and national human rights.

The Soviet policy of subjection and expansion from 1945 to 1948 culminated
in the first Berlin crisis, which resulted, not only in West Germany but
also in all the major countries of Western Europe, in the recognition of a
fact still valid today: The security of Europe and of the United States are
inseparably linked since the political objectives and the military
potential of the Soviet threat are directed against Europe and America. At
the Williamsburg Economic Summit in 1983, Japan also subscribed to the
common aims of European and American security. We Europeans can only
survive as free countries if we form a close political and military
community with the United States, whose power and credible solidarity is
founded-on shared values on which our common interests are based. I would
ask you to take the following into consideration in all questions related
- to Germany and Europe: The risk of war in Europe is almost zero. But, as
Chancellor Kohl stated, the' Soviet Union wants a political victory in
Europe in a military peace.

Its will for expansion westward, as former chancellor Schmidt put it
recently, is unbroken. It does not wish to conquer the territory of the
Federal Republic of Germany, but rather to win over the minds and hearts of
the German people, especialiy of young Germans. Trying ‘to drive a wedge
between Germans and Americans is the Tlogical consequence of Soviet
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foreign policy, which 1is characterized by exceptional perseverance and
which no doubt will continue for quite some time. Any division between the
American people and Germany or between the German people and America
serves, as a result, only Moscow's interests. I cannot conceive of how such
a2 division could possibly benefit the United States and Europe. On the
contrary, such a division places us all in danger. I am afraid that the
Bitburg controversy has ipso facto only raised Moscow's chances of
influencing young people psychologically. I regard it as our duty, in
public discussion on the past, not to forget the needs of the present and
future in the vital interests of Europe and America. Any selective approach
towards complex historical or political issues of such importance is simply
irresponsible, even when such an approach is emotionally understandable.

If today we want to describe the present conditions and prospects for
European policy, we first have to refer, as [ did, to the basic facts which
emerged from the Second World War.

A1l nations of Europe have clearly fallen back to the level of small or
medium-sized countries, whereas the Soviet Union was able to extend its
sphere of influence and power right to the center of Europe and rose to
acquire:a: par rating with the United States as the second world power. At .
the same time Germany and Europe were divided into an area of democracy and
self-determination and one of totalitarianism and foreign domination. The
splitting of Europe into two halves has in the meantime become a major
factor determining European and above all German policy. Relations between
the two superpowers, which since the Second World War have gone through
different phases, have a decisive bearing on the policies pursued by the
Europeans.

But important developments have also taken place in Europe itself. We have
seen the establishment and growth of the European Community and the
relative increase in the importance of the Europeans within the Atlantic
Alliance, whilst on the other hand there have been very slow yet noticeable
evo]ut10nary trends within the Warsaw Pact.

When I speak of "Europe" I mean, as I have intimated in my remarks so far,
the whole of Europe. We include the nations of Eastern Europe. Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Hungary are, according to their own self-perception,
too, nations of Central Europe. The Soviet Union, too is of course partly a
European country, but it is first and foremost a global or superpower.
Russia, by -the way, has never belonged to that part of Europe which was
shaped by Western Christianity and Judaism, by the era of en11ghtenment and
democracy.

In this Europe the two most heavily armed military alliances in the world
stand face to face. Germany lies on the border between the totalitarian
East and the democratic West: the dividing 1line passes right through
Germany. That is why the effect of the division of Europe is more intensely
felt in my country than anywhere else. The Federal Republic of Germany is
firmly integrated into the European Community and the Western alliance of
free and ~democratic countriesy - This integration is based on a
deep conviction and not on opportunist considerations. Our political
priority has been and remains: freedom before-unity. That is why our policy
in the short term must aim at mitigating the effects of the division of the
country and of Europe, and in the long term, at reaching a state of peace
in Europe in which the German people will recover its unity through free
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self-determination. We are fosterina with the United States and other

allies a peaceful, evolutionary process as a result of which all Europeans

can live freely and in peace. Thus we keep the national interests of the

Germans strictly in harmony with the interests of the West in general and

of Europe in particular in seeking a favorable development of relations
with the East. We have linked our destiny to that of cur neighbors.

Incorporated in this European policy is that towards the GDR, the German
Democratic Republic, “pursued by the Federal Republic of Germany in full
agreement with our allies. We follow this policy out of our responsibility
for genuine and lasting peace in Europe. It is designed to secure fruitful
relations between the two states in Germany as well as the greatest
possible exchange of information and personal contacts between Germans on
both sides of the border.

When we speak of the two most heavily armed military alliances standing
face to face in Europe, however, we must not forget that Europe has lived
in peace since the end of World War II. In that period military force in
Europe has been used only within the Soviet sphere of influence - East
Berlin in 1953, Hungary in 1956, and Czechoslovakia in 1968. lle have to
bear this basic fact in mind when we speak of the relationship between the
two superpowers and its impact on Europe. The long phase of stability in
Europe would have been hard to imagine without the war-preventing influence
of a balance of military power. For Western Europe the nuclear protection
which only the United States can provide will remain essential for
maintaining this balance in the forseeable future.

There are, of course, fundamental, indeed decisive differences between
Soviet and American policy.

We Germans know which power since the Second Worid War has twice tried to
strangle the freedom of VWest Berlin and which power twice saved this
freedom. We know which power suppresses human rights and free trade unions
in one part of Europe, and which power guarantees these fundamental rights
in our part of Europe. There are two ethnic minorities in the Soviet Union
which suffer particularly under discrimination and the lack of freedom: the
Jews and the Germans.

The Soviet Union has traditionally seized every opportunity to exert
influence on the West European members of NATO so as to counteract the
joint plans of the alliance and split it. This is, and will probably
remain, a fundamental objective of Soviet policy towards Western Europe. In
pursuing this aim, Moscow, through excessive use of political pressure and
propaganda designed to intimidate the public, has achieved the opposite to
what it wanted in that it has caused the West European a111es to strengthen
their ties with the United States.

We have noticed too that the Soviets have adopted a varied approach to the
West European members of NATO. Of late, the Federal Republic of Germany has
been the main target of Soviet propaganda, in which attacks on NATO's arms
modernization plans have been intermingled with denunciations of an alleged
revanchist attitude on our part.

"Playing the European card" will certainly remain a prominent feature of
the Soviet Union's policy towards the Western alliance. Even now Moscow is
trying to exert political pressure on European countries which it accuses
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- today of giving unqualified support to the American Strategic Defense
Initiative. -

_ Although the period of low profiled relations between the superpowers,
- especially following the Soviet Union's departure from the Geneva
conference table in the winter of 1983, has placed a strain on East-West
relations as a whole, it has at the same time shown that the Europeans were
able on their own initiative to help bridge tension during that spell. The
dialog between the Europeans in East and West was not cut off. The CSCE
process, with the various stages having been laid down at the Madrid
follow-up meeting in 1983, has been an important factor in maintaining the
East-West dialog. In this context, special mention should be made of the
Conference on Confidence- and Security-Building Measure and Disarmament in
Europe which opened in Stockholm in January 1984 in the presence of 35
foreign ministers of the participating states, including the American
Secretary of State and the Soviet Foreign Minister. The Europeans on both
'sides of the dividing line in Europe have played their part in bringing the
~superpowers back to the conference table in Geneva. They will now have to
ensure that their viewpoints are brought to bear in the negotiations. For
instance, they will have to remind the superpowers that the results they
seek can only lead to a more stable security in Europe if determined
efforts are also made to achieve greater stability in the balance of
conventional forces in Europe, this being a question of growing importance.

As the negotiations get under way, the Europeans in East and West will not
content themselves with the role of spectators. They should not regard the
emerging tendency of the United States and the Soviet Union to adopt a more
bilateral approach to international problems as a threat to their interests
but as an improvement in the general conditions for their own involvement
in the process. The CSCE is the principal framework within which to seek
improvements in the overall relationship between East and West. Such
improvements include progress in economic cooperation where, on account of
the complementary nature of the economic potentials in Western and Eastern
Europe (including the Soviet Unjon itself), considerable possibilities
remain untapped. This is also true for environmental protection, scientific
and technological cooperation, and culture.

In the development of bilateral relations as well, the Europeans are
rendering their own special contribution. Contacts between the populations
of Eastern.and Western -Eurcce have been intensified in recent years. In
this. context 1 need only mention as an example the visit by the British
Prime Minister Mrs. Thatcher to Budapest, the visits of the German Foreign
Minister, Mr. Genscher, to Warsaw, Moscow and Sofia, and the recent visit
of the British Foreign Secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, to East Berlin, Prague
and Warsaw,

We- believe that in many respects there exist favorable conditions for a
start of a realistic policy in the direction of genuine detente. For this,
we need a clear vision of what is necessary and what is possible.

Particularly in my capacity as a guest of the American Jewish Committee, I
would now like to comment on the obvious importance of the Middle East for
the geopolitical interests of Western Europe. Although much more time would
be needed, let me mention a couple of things at least. We in the European
Community wish to make a contribution to a lasting peace in this region.
But this must not block American endeavors towards an alleviation of or
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solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, it must support them. For this
reason, dialog and consultations between the United States and Europe are
particularly essential with regard to the Middle East.

As a German, nevertheless, I would Tike to stress that it is essential for
us Germans, in East and West, to be aware and never forget that Germany's
special responsibility for Israel is an element of credibility and ethics
in any good German foreign policy. The remarks of the Federal Chancellor in
the Government Statement of May 4, 1983, remain just as valid as they were
during his visit to Israel, where I accompanied him:

"Our policy on the Middle East is founded on respect for the legitimate
interests of all peoles and states - some of them mutually opposed - -in
that region. In addition, we are particularly attached to Israel, and we
stand up for Israel's right to live in freedom and security. This attitude
denotes every aspect of our Middle East policy, which hopes to contribute
to a lasting peace in the region. This does not preclude, however, that
there may be individual political questions between the Federal Republic of
Germany and the State of Israel on which we disagree."

In conclusion I would 1ike to bring up a matter before this distinguished
audience, which occurred to me as a result of my years of discussions with
young Germans: the peace question must be repoliticized; it must not be
allowed to degenerate into military and technical details.

It is not weapons and soldiers as such which are a threat to peace. They
are the instruments of political will. Unless the debate on peace and
security is brought back into the arena of political discussion, it will
degenerate into the technical jargon of military strategy and disarmament
diplomacy. I once said in the German Bundestag that some of the supporters
of armaments and some of the supporters of disarmament had one thing in
common. They talked only of weapons, no longer discussing the underlying
political issues. In the Atlantic alliance, we secure peace in freedom
vis-a-vis the Soviet Union - that is the purpose of NATO. Parallel to this,
we try to build peace with the Soviet Union and its allies - that is the
purpose of dialog, arms control, cooperation and confidence-building
measures.

Moscow's political objectives and the military potential available
for achieving them represent, in themselves, a serious threat to the
security of the West and justify the existence of the Atlantic alliance,
with all the burdens we carry for assuring security: the deployment of a
sufficient defensive potential, the sharing of calculated risks, demanding
both personal sacrifices and financial expenditures.

It is of interest to note that in the West people often ‘shy away from
squarely facing these facts. I am in favor of taking seriously what Eastern
leaders say. Why is it that we do not want to listen? Do they not state
their aims clearly? Indeed, the Soviet Union may be accused of many things,
but it cannot be accused of concealing its political principles and
objcctives. Moscow wants tc achieve superiority in Europe by gradually
decoupling the Federal Republic of Germany, first psychologically, then
politically, from the West, and Europe from the United States, in order to
split up the Atlantic alliance into zones of American security and European
insecurity, with the aim of gaining a controlling access to Europ's
resources and inventiveness.

R
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The. motto of the Atlantic alliance is: "vigilia precium Tibertatis"
vigilance is the price of freedom. Americans and Europeans are paying this
price. And I believe this motto offers the best yardstick for preserving
the right proportions in discussing controversial -subjects between
Americans and Europeans, be they of an historical, political, economic or
military nature. My beloved parents who were practicing Christians and good
Germans, and my older brother who was a Catholic priest taught me to
respect Jewish piety and Jewish faithfulness to the law.

I am aware of how righteousness, i.e. fairness, determines Jewish ethics.

It is expressed in the sayings of old which Rabbi Natan Levinson of the
Institute of Jewish Studies in Heidelberg pointed out to me: "Do not judge
your neighbor, for you do not know what you would have done in his place."
Jesus of Nazareth also lived in this spirit when he said in the Sermon on
the Mount: "Judge not, and ye shall not be judged." '

With its fairness, its far-sightedness and its will to build bridges, the
American Jewish Committee embodies the best traditions of American and
Jewish humanism. Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. President, the thanks of the
German people, which I express here once again in all sincerity, go to you
all. o -

TR
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The Amgrican Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations -
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, May 5... The following statement was issued today by Howard I.
Friedman, President of the American Jewish Committee:

"The American Jewish Committee views today's moving events in Germany with
mixed feelings. The visit to the Bitburg Military Cemetery marred what would
have been a significant pilgrimage. As late as Monday of last week, the
American Jewish Committee urged President Reagan at a privaie meeting at the
White House to cancel the Bitburg visit, and we are convinced our advice was
sound .

"The President's remarks at Bergen Belsen and at the Bitburg Air Base were
eloquent, and his visit to Konrad Adenauer's grave most welcome -- a visit we
had strongly urged during our talks last week with both the German and American
governments. For it is with Adenauer's Germany that we seek reconciliation. not
that represented by the S5 at Bitburg. We proposed that President Reagan pay
tribute to Adenauer because he was the founding father of modern German demo-
cracy and the architect of positive relations between Western Germany and the
Jewish people, particularly with the State of Israel. His political vision was
based on a total rejection of Nazi tyranny and totalitarianism.

"OQur lingering sadness over Bitburg must not be allowed to interfere with
our determination to look ahead. We never challenged the President's sincerity,
and we pledge that we will renew our co-operative relationship with the Ad-
ministration in pursult of common goals and in the struggle against oppression
and totalitarianism everywhere. _

"The Nazi Holocaust is a uniquely Jewish event, but it Is a universal
tragedy as well, as has been shown by the response of peoples everywhere
--veterans, labor, Black and ethnic and Christian leaders, all of whom affirmed
their solidarity.

" "Finally, there is the irony that the unfortunate controversy over Bitburg
has widened almost beyond comprehension the attention to the Holocaust and to

its challenge that its lessons must never be forgotten."
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

May 7, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

You will recall that on the eve of your historic trip to
Germany last week, you met with a group of us from the
American Jewish Committee at the end of a long session with
Michael Deaver. We are most grateful to you for giving us
that opportunity to offer our counsel about how best to
utilize the forthcoming trip for the two purposes we shared
with you -- remembrance and reconciliation.

We want now to concentrate on the days ahead. But before
doing so, Mr. President, permit me to say that we have had
mixed reactions to the events as they unfolded. First, we
were most .gratified that you did accept the suggestion that

a trip to the Adenauer gravesite be added to the itinerary.

As ‘we have repeatedly insisted, it is the Germany represented
by that great architect of German democracy with which we seek
reconciliation, not the Germany responsible for the greatest
crimes in human history. Secondly, Mr. President, even as we:
watched, heard and gloried in the eloguent words you spoke

at Bergen-Belsen and at the Bitburg base, we continued to
believe that the visit to the Bitburg cemetery marred the
otherwise spectacular positives of the day. We cannot pretend,
and you would not want us to, that our deep feelings on the
inappropriateness of the cemetery symbolism have been dissipated
by the positives that we saw in the rest of ycur pilgrimage.

My principal reason in writing today is contained in the words
I spoke to hundreds of our delegates at our Annual Meeting

in New York only two hours after you completed Sunday's

events -- words which we then issued as a public statement.
"Our lingering sadness over Bitburg," I said, "must not be
allowed to interfere with our determination to look ahead.

We never challenged the President's sincerity, and we pledge
that we will renew our co-operative relationship with the
Administration in pursuit of common goals and in the struggle
against oppression and totalitarianism everywhere."”
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President Ronald Reagan
May 7, 1985 2.

I assure you, Mr. President, that we are indeed ready to
assist the healing process and to maintain our continuing
availability for constructive workings with your
admini%;ration.

'oward I. Frieaman
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An die ;

Mitarbeiter des

21. Deutschen Evangelischen: ' ) .
Kirchentages Dilsseldorf 1985 = . ' "9, Mai 1985

: Sehr geebrte Damen und 5erfen,

~Im April 1985 haben wir Ihnen das Rundschreiben fﬂr
Mitarbeiter und die dazugehﬂriqen Anmeldeformulare '
ilbersandt. Leider haben wir Ihre Anmeldung bis heute
noch nicht erhalten.

Wir ben&tigeh fﬁf‘den“organisaﬁorischén Ablauf dringend
alle erbetenen Angaben, vor allem Ihre verbindliche
Quartierbestellung bis spatestens

bt Boeh, Benstl Ml 1985.

Wir kdnnen sonst Thre funktionsgerechte und angemessene
Unterbringung nicht mehr garantieren.

Bitte senden Sie uns zwei Exemplare (rosa und griin) der
Ihnen zuqegangenen'Anmeldeformulare ausgefiillt zuriick.

Wir hoffen, daB Sie fiir unsere Bitte Vérstanﬂnis haben

~und verbleiben

mit freundlichen Griiden .
H. S teege e "
Organisationsleiter -

£f.4. R.

Wﬁ [

Hannelore Pfeff

' POSTSCHEGKXONTO FRANKFURT AM MAIN 358 20 602 (812 500 100 60) BANKKONTO DEUTSCME BANK FILIALE FULDA Nr, 630 608 (BLE 530 700 O7)
‘ " . . N 5 \



;7190:3 an DBookbinder

Tor Mure Tonsadbo
\ ol tha LI,
M«M&AMTW_"
oIk oo ponodigpi
e MK Co Aot
N P




WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE » 2027 Massachuse!ts Avenie, N.W. » Washingron, D.C. 20036 = 1202) 265-2000

May 14, 1985

Professor Virginia M. Shaddy
311 N. 41st St.
Omaha, Nebraska 68131

Dear Professor Shaddy:

This is a belated acknowledgement of your letter dated May 1 --
only because it took all this time for it to be forwarded to my Washington
office.

In a way, I'm glad these two weeks have nassed -- and that the
"Birtburg'' event is over. With the headlines off the front page, perhaps-
both your and my perspective on the broader issue you raise will be less

"emotional." (to use your word) I say this with utmost respect for the
way you used the word.

I cammot, in this response, do justice to your thoughtful letter. .
It is clear that you write as a friend, wanting to heln You raise
questions about which millions of words have been written. I can offer
no special wisdom to resolving the dilemma you pose:( though you don't
use these words) 'We must forget and remember at the same time." My
simple contribution to this is that no work is really necessary to help
people forget; we do have to work on remembering -- and on understanding.
Many of the statements made in commection with Bitburg, hlghligthed by
those of President Reagan himself, demonstrate hcww inadequate is that
memory and that understanding.

What saddens me about your letter, I must say fraxﬂcly, is the
clear suggestion that those of us who are inmvolved in assuring memory
and understanding are failing to be mvolved m the "widely human dimension"
of the struggle for a "better kind of world." I ask you to rethink this
indictment. It is as inaccurate as it is unfair -- and I know from the
tone of your letter that you do not wish to be unfair. Let me make my
point only by citing the case of Elie Wiesel, far and away the most
prominent and eloquent voice associated with Holocaust memory. Do you
not know that his voice has never been silent on any issue of freedom
and tolerance and peace and human rights? You name it -- Biafra, Ethiopia,
Cambodia, Nicaragua -- Wiesel has been up front, in body and voice,
demanding justice. He uses the memory and the meaning of the Holocaust
to add special power to his plea for justice. The Jewish people generally
have not been absent from most of the great struggles for freedom. Forgive
the chauvinism, but that's what makes me proud to be a Jew.

- Ire -



As a member of the President's Commission on the Holocaust, I
was the author of a proposal which the Commission adopted unanimousl
the creation of a National Committee of Conscience. This Committee,
consisting of our nation's outstanding citizens, would have the responsi-
bility to smeak out loudly and clearlywherever and whenever the likelihood
of genocide was detected or suspected. This was our way of saying that
our memory of the Holocaust must be used to prevent such crimes in the
future against any people.

Believe me, please, I do not write this in any adversarial sense.
I identify with all of the goals and hopes you express. I write only to
suggest, 1n good spirit, that Jews are doing better than you think in
using our ''collective and individual influence and energy " to create
that better world. But we can do even better, I'm sure, and in that
sense I welcome your letter.

= Sincerely,

//,-/ 5 /} Al e,

Hyman Bookbinder
Washington Representative
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RECEVED MAY ¢ 3 1385

Mr. Hyman Bookbinder

The American Jewish
committee

c/o Institute of Human
Relations

165 Tast 56th Street

New York 10022

Dear Mr. Bookbinder:

Without going into great detail, let me just say that
I have known and loved the Jewish peovle, collectively and
individually, from my childhocod, I am a university professor
(World Literature and the Humanities) and have lived in
France for a number of years, where I received my doctorate.

I am writing this (in simple letter form, rather then
in any formal, scholarly presentation - pbut knowledgeability
and scholarship are behind it) in resvonse not only to the
Nightwatch program, televised the 29th of April, but to the
whole question of Fresident Reagan's visit to the Bitburg
cemetery.

Zven before this particular question was raised, and
made so much of, I had been thinking about the whole “holo-
caust" issue. My voice is not a lonely one. There are a
good number who think as I do. But advertizing, propaganda,
and the media "catch up" so many thousands, who do not
think for themselves, who are not led, as they should be,
by these "leader" forces, to think with both logic and
broad perspective, but become emotionalliy involved in what~-
ever is being "cried up."

Yes, "it is time to forget the holocaust." Wwhy is it
so difficult to understand that this does not mean not to
deplore what nappenec at that point in history (and else-~
wherzs, at other times, against differsnt groups of neople)?
It means, so clearly and cbviously: vyes, we are aware of-
these evils; ‘let us concentrate our minds and efforts not
on “"clutching the evil” to us, but on daily, .diligent,
good-willed efforts to do just the opposite: international,
inter-cultural, inter-religious understanding, while re-
taining our individual integrity and convictions.

degarding the Fresident's visit to a cemetery where
there are some 53 officials buried, along with many others -



Jewish, Catholic, ordinary Germans, and others - is it not
obvious that such a visit does not mean (and no one really
thinks it does, if they stop to think) that we are condonlnq
the Nazi act1v1t1es!

We must simply stop showing, and re-showing, and cling-
ing to these things. 1It's almost as though we find our only
identity in feeling ocurselves to be victims, martyrs. The
only lesson from that evil is to "forget" it, and go forward
to the good, the best, and to diffuse that good everywhere.
Otherwise, we permit curselves to be dragged down, to be-
come static, to "luxuriate" in the misery, in negativity.
Our time, energy, and productive efforts should take us
out of ourselves toward a better present and future, to-
gether, not to keep re-creating past evils Elementary
psycnelogy (if good sense and rellglous falth do not) tells
us how dangerous this is.

If our great-grandparents, let us say, were tortured
and killed in the Civil War, or were themselves cruel
slave-holders, do we cease to visit those cemeteries,
recognizing that many were victims, others were misled,
uneducated, and even some among them negatively bent on
evil and/or personal gain?

We are the human species. No one can say what we
would do if we were not born of dedicated, ethical, or re-
ligious parents, in a free country. ZEven avart from all
this, evil exists in the werld, among human beings. We
cannot but see and judge the actions of evil men, but the
persons are human beings. At such a cemeterv, we mourn
not only those who were victims of others, but alsc the
tragedy of man's inhumanity to man - of the tragedy that
recurs frcm time to time throughout the history of the
race.

Ought we not to reject the narrowness and exvand our
sympathv and awareness to a widely human dimension, turn-
ing our souls, minds, and hearts to 2 better kind of world?
aAs we would both agree, this will not come about of itsel:l
put is for us to buiid, bv spreading truth, educaticn,
values, brotherhood - not by fancy or emctional words but
by diligent, daily thinking and doinc: not bv "seeing
evil everywhere," but by aporoaching issues with the best
that we are, projecting, as far as vossible, the goed,
and exvecting, thinking, the same of others, rather than
reading everything from one narrow mindset. There is no
contradiction between doing this and being aware of, and
guarding against, the weaknesses, possible evils, and
foibles of the human race



The less we (and the media, and leadership voices - a
real responsibility) make over evils by repeating them,
thinking emotionallyv and graohically about them, the less
we re-create them. Act against them, yes, when thev appear,
but what will help diminish them can onrlv be the effort to
educate, to understand, and to help others understand,
projecting always our own best capacities and drawing the
best out of others.

I hope sincerely that you understand aright what I
have said in this letter, which I write to you out of re-
spect for you and your positionj thatyou know that I under-
stand how you, and others, have come to your thinking and
feeling todav. Yet I do believe that the Jewish people,
and other "minority" groups, especially those in leader-
ship positions,so often (surely, without being conscious
of it) increase collective feelings of aggressiveness,
often hatred, because of the tendency to overdo, over-
emotionalize, over-impose, their own image and experience,
almost, seemingly, desverate for some kind of imposing
of identity. Injustices should always be orevented, in-
justices toward anvone - man, woman, black, white, Jew,
Catholic, Protestant. There is no reason to separate
“issues" and "causes': principles of justice should avrly
to all, and efforts to implement them should be made for
all. If we deplore injustice, the only way we can be
sure that "this will never happen again" is, surely, not
to keep .filling the collective psyche with horrors,
negativity, but to turn from them (if we deplore +them)
to ovening ourselves to the understanding of others, to
making efforts, each in his/her place (and reaching fur-
ther where we can), for educating, edifying, constructively
creating - especially in those areas where it is sorely
lacking.

I think that if we - all of us - do not take the
time, and thought, to question ourselves, to open closed
doors in our minds (rather than letting our minds be
taken over by narrow halfi-truths or emotionalized images -
all masquarading as truth, and masking truth) to consider
all slzmentsof a situation or an issue, we will re-createa
the things we insist on Xeeping in our minds (the things
deplorsd) - the thoughts and images which, eventually,
bring apout the action thought of, the action feared. How
often do we listen to, read, and ponder the ideas oI tnose
whose views we consider opposed to our own?



The Jewish people, more than any other, because of
their great tradition, their common, collective solidarity,
and their leadership positions (so many), could use their
collective and individual influence, and energy, to be
real leaders in education, inter-cultural understanding,
and intelligent thinking.

Respectfully,

I et YN
Virginja M. Shaddy
Associlate Professor of English
Creighton University '
Omaha, Nebraska 68178

Residence: ; .
311 North 41 Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68131

President Ronald Reagan
Senate Majority Leader

Robert Dole
Mr. Marino de Medici (Il Tempo)
Mr. Heinz Ohfeldt (Die Spiegel)
Mr. Craig Oliver (CTV, Canada)
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- Anschrift: '
DEUTSCHER EVANGELISCHER KIRCHENTAG Sl il
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Juden und Christen kol S

Telefon 06084 -514

May 16, 1985

Dear Marc,

enclosed you find the program of our workin group for the
Kirchentag in Diisseldorf. As you see, we try to give as broad a scope
as possible and I hope you will have time to take part in some of our

sessions.

The central office of the Kirchentag didn*; have your answer

last week when I called, so they could not confirm to me, that you witl

$tay in the same hotel like our group. But I do hope, they can_ménage it.

In any case, it is the Hotel Fiirstenhof, Fiirstenplatz 3, Diisseldorf.
e ———— - '

Please let us know you scheduel, so that we can see to it;—that~Someone '

comes to feteh you at the airport.

As to the penél discussion itself: well, maybe we can still
convince Shimon from the israeli embassy to take part in this penalj but
as it is on Shabbat, they do not want to appear in public at a christian
meeting. And it does not seem to be an excuse. My special interest in
this penal discussion is the economic question in as much Europe (the
common market) and the western world are responsible for israeli economic
possibilities say in matters of export (now that Spain and Portugal are
associated members of the common market) or how Israel can be supported
so that it does not hav-e to look for markets in the weapon industry or
to "sell" computer soft ware by "exporting" itsbest young people to

countries that can pay better.

I am looking forward to see you soon and I hope you will

enjoy your stay here.

Best regards also from Michael -

f;z\ttlxatsA

i - ' _ 1554511¢49—\

Vorstand:

Edna Brocke M.A., Prof. Dr. Dietrich Goldschmidt, Pfarrer Otto Schenk,
Akademiedirektor D. Martin Stohr ~



Statements & Speeches

Ed:tor Hans Wnessmann ) Urﬂ_ VII No. 18

- THE GERMAN-JEWISH RELATIONSHIP AFTER BITBURG

' - SPEECH BY GUMTHER VAN WELL
AMBASSADOR OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY TO WASHINGTON
. AT THE ANNUAL BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
OF B'NAI B'RITH INTERNATIONAL .
Washington, D.C., May 21, 1985

S - e e e = e e e

I have gratefu11y accepted ‘your 1nv1tat10n because I was and I am deeply
appreciative of its motive, namely to be helpful in the search for mutual
understanding and in strengthening our common cause, which is to serve and
promote human rights, democratic freedoms, peace and international
cooperation, and - - above all - to prevent the scourge of intolerance,
racism and hatred ever from getting the upper hand again, leading to the
abyss of genoc1de and holocaust.

B'nai B'rith Internat1ona1 and the Federal Republic of Germany are on the
same side of the struggle for human dignity and a better world. Your
organization and the new Germany of the Basic Law have joined forces -
always keeping very much in mind the terrible ‘experience of Nazism.

We are committed never to forget Dr. Leo Baeck, your courageous last
President in Germany before -and during the Hitler regime and the first to
call for the reinstitution of European B'nai B'rith after his return from
the Theresienstadt concentration camp. We will gratefully remember the
visit to the Federal Republic of Germany of your first official delegation
under the 1leadership of .Honorary President David Blumberg in 1983. We
recognize another token of your organization's solidarity with the new
Germany in the bestowing of the distinguished award for humanitarianism on
. our former chancellor Willy Brandt. My Government has asked me to extend
today an invitation to President Kraft and Executive Vice President Thursz
to visit the Federal Republic of Germany as our official guests. We welcome
the BBYO-German Youth Exchanyge, which- will be implemented this summer to
further what B'nai B'rith has always stood for: sound intercultural and
interfaith relations. This first exchange of 30 American Jewish and German
youth should be the beginning of a determined effort to get our young
people together in defining a common purpose for the future. After the
experiences of the last weeks, there seems to be a new urgency to have our
young people know each other better. Hambach as a symbol for the mission of
European youth in shaping a free and democratic Europe should be made
GERMAN INFORMATION CENTER, 950 THIRD AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y.10022 (212) 888-9840

Reprinting Permitted
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better known-also to American Jewish youth. The future of Europe, which is
tightly connected with the future of Germany, is of vital importance for
America and for Israel. The Soviet Union has moved its power into the
center of Europe and further into the Middle East. A new totalitarian-
ideology is challenging our common Western culture and civilization rooted
in Judaeo-Christian values. Let the terrible past and the dangers- of ‘the
present guide us towards recognizing our common goals and interests. Let us -
“help each other and strengthen éach other. Let us build a solid, long-term
basis for our relationship so that sudden eruptions, like the painful
debate of the last few weeks, can be avoided. i

Forty years have passed since the end of World War II. But that war and the
twelve years of Nazi dictatorship are not only a part of German history.
They have taught us a Tesson like no other lesson a nation can be taught.
Federal President von Weizsdcker said in his speech before "the German
_ Parliament on May 8, 1985: "All of us, whether guilty or not, whether old
or young, must accept the past. We are all affected by its consequences and
‘1iable for it. The young and old generations must and can help each other
to understand why it is vital to keep alive the memories. It is not a case
of coming to terms with the past. That 1is dimpossible. It cannot be
subsequently modified or made not to have happened. However, anyone who
closes his eyes to the past is blind to the present. Whoever refuses to
remember the inhumanity is prone to new risks of infection." In his speech
President von Weizsdacker also referred to the fact that the historical
burden and responsibility of all Germans as a nation lies upon both German
states. He said: "Recently in Baltimore in the United States, an exhibition
on "Jews in Germany" was opened. The ambassadors of both German states
accepted the invitation to attend. The host, the President of the Johns
Hopkins University, welcomed them together. He stated that all Germans
share the same historical development. Their joint past is a bond that
links them. Such a bond, he said, could be a blessing or a problem, but was
~always a source of hope.,"

The traumatic Tesson of our past determined one of the fundamental elements
of the policy of the Federal Republic of Germany. We have -accepted a
respons1b111ty which we share with the other Western democracies and which
is the basis also of the work of B'nai B'rith: The protection and promotion
of human rights. In his address commemorating the 40th anniversary of the
liberation of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp Chancellor Kohl said:-
"The suffering of people, the victims of inhumanity, urge us to preserve
' peace and freedom, to promote law and justice".

The Jewish community has always been in the forefront of thdse who fight
for human rights. There are many reasons why we should stand together in
particular in this area.

For most of us in this room, whose memories span more than the last four
decades, 1945 was truly a watershed year, marking in many significant ways
the end of an era. 1945 saw the defeat of a tyranny previously unmatched in
the historical record; it saw a catastrophe for the Jewish people unequaled
in Jewish history. It saw the physical and sp1r1tua1 collapse of Germany,
unprecedented in German history.

Beyond all the grief and desperation, we saw the beginning of a new era.

. Out of the cataclysm of the Jews and out of the physical and moral ruins of
" a-eriminal reg1me in Germany .we saw arise two miraculous achievements in
history and in the struggle of human beings to establish free societies -
- the establishment of both Isrzel and the Federal Republic of Germany.
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We know that the foundations of these two countries are anchored to the
foundations of European and American culture. We know that they are incon-
ceivable without the Jewish and Christian tradition,- which holds that the
dignity of each individual and his creation in the image of God cannot be
called into question, and that they constitute the standard on which our
~order is based.: :

' German—dewish're1ations will retain the mark of the holocaust. But let's
not forget the times when German-Jewish relations were close and fruitful.

We know that the steadfast commitment of Leo Baeck, Nahum Goldmann, Ben
Gurion, Konrad Adenauer to the rebuilding of German-Jewish relations after
May 8, 1945, drew strength from the Judaeo-Christian roots of our culture.

Their objectives and standards remain valid for us. They knew that it was
not possible simply to carry on where.the past left off. But this did not
prevent them, on ‘the basis of a shared cultural heritage, from talking to
each other, from establishing German-Jewish relations in a slow process of
getting closer to each other. This process has been more intensive with
Israel than with American Jewry. We would wish that the troubling, painful
discussion of the last few weeks leads American Jews to join us in new
determined efforts to establish closer links also between the Federal
Republic of Germany and American Jewish communities. We Germans wish to
make our contribution to it. B'nai B'rith - in inviting me today - gives me
the opportunity, on behalf of my Government, to say this before a most
legitimatz representative of Jewish: 1nternat1ona1 responsibilities and
leadership, The development of a reciprocal relationship of my country with
B'nai B'rith is extremely important for two reasons:

- Since the days of the Mendelssohnian Enlightenment one of the most
creative, dynamic and vibrant centers of Jewish economic and cultural Tlife
had deve]oped in Germany. In fact, the most 1mportant in the pre-Hitler era
had been that of Germany. At 1ts apogee in 1925, it comprised 564,000
individuals. The history of B'nai B'rith-Germany, which began in Ber11n in
1881 and saw its peak in 1924, when district 8 (Germany) with over 15,000
members was the most populous district of the Order, surpassing even the
largest American district, speaks for itself.

During the first six years of Nazi rule, 350,000 Jews fled Germany, among
them almost every German Jew of intellectual, scientific, or academic
stature; 180,000 more perished in the concentration camps. With their
exodus and death a magnificent era of German-Jewish culture came to an end.
The great majority of my people has, therefore, up to this day never been
exposed to what the older generation referred to as the Ashkenazim culture.

A11 Germans of ‘today are in many ways st111 its heirs without knowing their
~spiritual fathers.

There are at present 73 Jewish communities in the Federal Republic of
Germany with altogether some 30,000 members. These are very few to keep the
torch of the Ashkenazim heritage burning. It is American Jewry which has
become the main torch bearer.

- In Germany, in Israel and in the United States, we are witnessing a
transition from the generation who lived through the war and holocaust to
the generation which was born after this inferno. This change cannot but
affect German-Jewish relations. The new generation in Germany, too, views
its relationship with Jews in the light of moral criteria. But the young
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people regard the forming of these relations as a matter of a free
political decision, not as an expression of a feeling of guilt.

On the other side there is a new generation of self-confident Israeli
citizens emerging who lack the traditional ties with Europe and the United
States. -

In the United States a generation is coming to adulthood whose knowledge of
and attachment to European and Middle East history is less profound and
intensive. :

The facts and developments I have just mentioned may contribute to more
dispassionate relations among these three countries, but they can also lead
to alientation.

In order to prevent this, the American-Jewish organizations could play a
vital role. Because of the past, our solidarity with the Jewish people and
with the state of Israel is an integral part of the ethics of our republic
and our policy. Federal President von Weizsdacker has accepted the
invitation to pay a state visit to Israel in October, the first visit to
Israel by a Federal President ever. This will be a suitable occasion to
solem?ly restate our commitment to the Jewish people and to the state of
Israel.

Germans and Jews - 40 years after the end of World War II - should strive
to achieve what Moses Mendelssohn wanted to achieve:

Nach Wahrheit forschen,
Schonheit lieben,

Gutes wollen,

Das Beste tun.

To seek after truth

to Tove what is beautiful
to wish for good

To do the best.

® ¥k ¥k 'k Bk ¥ K k& &
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May 17, 1985

. Honorable Richard von Weizsacker

President _
Federal Republic of Germany
Adenauer Allee 135
5300 Borm 1 Gexmany

Dear Mr. President:

I write to express my profound appreciation to you for the
truly historic address you delivered to your Parliament on May 8.
It is one of the most perceptive and brilliant statements I have
ever read, and it comes at a time when it's so necessary to put
things in their proper perspective.

g Asyuukmw t:he!mer:.can.lmsh(hmttee which I am
privilegadtorepresaxtinﬂashmgtm,hasmdgeveryeffmm
minimize amy permament damage which may be timweatened by the un-
fornmtenitmmgevent. In this comection, you may know that T -

Wolfgang Pordzik
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One Park Avenue, Suite 1900 « NEW YORK, NY. 10016 DIRECT DIAL:
MENACHEM Z, ROSENSAFT ; May 17, 1985
Founding Chuirmun ’
JERZY B WARMAN
President
ROSITTA E. KENIGSBERG Dear Friends:

MICHAEL KORENBLIT

Executive Vice Presidents
HOWARD | BUTNICK
Treasurer
SARAH L. DUCORSKY
Secretary

For the past two months one issue has posed an unprecedented challenge
to the Jewish community in the United States: the appearance of President
Reagan at the German military cemetery in Bitburg where 49 Waffen-SS
soldiers lie buried. The President's trip to Germany to attend the econo-
mic summit of the Western powers coincided with the May 8 anniversary of
the Nazi surrender and the end of World War II in Europe. It was widely
expected that the President would use this occassion to pay homage to the
victims of war, including the 6 million Jews who perished in the Holocaust,
by visiting a site of a concentration camp in Germany. It would have also
been an appropriate place to underscore the emergence of a new Germany, a
democracy  firmly allied with the West, which, during the past 40 years, has
made significant efforts to overcome the terrible legacy of the Third
Reich. =~ Regrettably, insensitivity to the emotions of millions of people,
survivors of the Holocaust, other victims of the Nazi regime, the American
war veterans, and all others who remember the depth of evil that Hitler and
Nazism represented, and the political bungling by the President and the
West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, combined to turn this opportunity into
its opposite ~-- a ceremony that, regardless of intentions, became a tri-
bute to the perpetrators of Nazi crimes, and a gesture of rehabilitation o
the SS murderers. :

As the issue developed in March and April, the International Network
became the leader among Jewish organizations in protesting these plans. At
the March 23 press conference the President explained that he would not
visit Dachau, the site of the first concentration camp set up by the Nazis,
because he saw no point in imposing "unnecessary" guilt on the Germans, few
among whom were old enough to remember the atrocities. Unfortunately, this
statement provoked almost no response from the established Jewish
leadership. Mario M. Cuomo, governor of New York, and Menachem Rosensaft
were virtually alone in publicly condemning the President. On March 30,
the New York Times published an Op-Ed article by Rosensaft, which pointed
out the errors in Reagan's statement and criticized the plan to omit the
visit to Dachau.

A few days later the White House announced the plan to visit Bitburg.
Apparently, the lack of strong public reaction to the March 23 press con-
ference led the President's staff to believe that the Bitburg ceremony
would not cause too much of an uproar. In response to the wave of protests
raised by Jewish and veteran organizations, and the criticism in virtually
the entire media, the White House hastily amended Reagan's travel plans to
add a Presidential visit to Bergen-Belsen. Evidently, the administration
believed ‘that homage to SS-men could be balanced by laying a wreath in
memory of their victims. Despite continuing outrage, and the televised
plea by Elie Wiesel to Reagan not to go to Bitburg, the White House refused
to drop it from the President's itinerary.
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On April 21 the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors opened
its Inaugural Assembly in Philadelphia. Despite misgivings by some sur-
. vivor leaders who were reluctant to attack President Reagan, Rosensaft
delivered an impassioned speech in front of the Liberty Hall, condemning
the President for creating "a moral crisis of unprecedented proportions” by
tying the Bitburg and Bergen-Belsen visits into "an obscene package deal.”
If the President did not eliminate the Bitburg visit, challenged Rosensaft,
survivors and children of survivors should go to Germany to protest, so
that the President would have to see them as he proceeded to honor the
memory of the SS.

Immediately after the conclusion of the Gathering, officers of the
Network began planning the protest in Germany. Since it was expected that
the Bitburg site would attract large crowds of demonstrators who intended
to use the Reagan visit as an occassion to press their own political agen-
das, such as the Green Party, the nuclear freeze movement, and other
anti-American groups, we decided to stage our protest in Bergen-Belsen.
The symbolic significance of the site where tens of thousands of Jewish
victims lay buried seemed to us much more appropriate than the vicinity of
a German cemetery. Our presence at Bergen-Belsen would have unmistakable
legitimacy and thus have a greater impact. We also wanted to combine our
protest with a memorial ceremony to honor the victims of the Holocaust.

b

We thus decided to send a delegation of Network leaders and activists
to stand at the entrance to Bergen-Belsen as Reagan came in, with the
intention of making clear that, in light of his intention to lay a wreath
at Bitburg two hours later, his presence at Belsen constituted a desecra-
tion, because, for the first time 'since the liberation, the site would be
used for blatantly political purposes. As our preparations proceeded, the
Network received public support from only two Jewish organizations, the
World Jewish Congress and the World Federation of Bergen-Belsen Survivors,
particularly Sam Bloch, Hadassah Rosensaft, and Norbert Wollheim.

Menachem and I met with the Consul General of West Germany in New York,
Dr. Peter Sympher, requesting his assistance in securing a demonstration
permit. Through his good offices we were put in contact with the police
authorities in Lower Saxony. They were very cooperative and courteous but
turned out to be powerless: all security arrangements concerning the
President's trip® had ‘to be cleared with the White- House staff which had in
the meantime set up operations in Bonn. All efforts to contact them and
secure access to .the site proved to be of no avail. Telephone calls made
by Rosensaft from Israel went unreturned, and my efforts to contact the
State Department in Washington were also frustrated, despite the personal
intervention on our behalf by Sigmund Strochlitz, member of the US
Holocaust Memorial Council, with a high State Department official.

On May 3, in Jerusalem, at a press conference held together with Sam
Bloch, professor Yehuda Bauer of the Hebrew University, and Rositta
Kenigsberg, Rosensaft stated: "President Reagan has accomplished in
Germany what would be impermissible in America: denial of freedom of
assembly and freedom of speech.”



& X i

Meanwhile, in New York, Jean Rosensaft and Dr. Bonnie Maslin, wife of
Dr. Yehuda Nir, a survivor who joined the delegation to Belsen, enlisted
the assistance of Nina Rosenwald, -Aaron Ziegelman, and Joel Boyarski, all
of whom are prominent in the Jewish community, and together brought the
situation to the attention of Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York.
On May 4 Senator Moynihan devoted his entire national radio broadcast, made
in response to Reagan's weekly radio talk, to the fact that we were being
prevented by the administration from holding our demonstration at
Bergen-Belsen while the President entered the memorial site. We learned
later that Senator Joseph Biden of Delaware had also made intense efforts
to help us in this matter.

The delegation, consisting of about 50 persons, held a press conference
in New York before departure. Hadassah Rosensaft, a survivor of Auschwitz
and Bergen-Belsen, Eva Fogelman, Stephen Tencer, Tom Teicholz and I
explained the purpose of the trip and the form our protest would take.
Similar press conferences were held in Hannover for the West German and
international press. In addition to Rosensaft, Kenigsberg, Fogelman,
Tencer, Teicholz and myself, the delegation included the following leaders
of the Network: Michael Korenblit, Sarah Ducorsky, Esther Fink, Rebecca
Knaster, Joyce Celnik, Charles Silow, Bernard Kent, Jeanette
Friedman-Sieradski, and Ritalynne Brechner. We were also joined by pro-
fessor Henry Friedlander of Brooklyn College, a survivor, who provided
invaluable advice and assistance throughout the trip. In Germany our
pgroup was joined by Jack Eisner, president of the Holocaust Survivors

Memorial Foundation.

Despite the efforts of the White House to stonewall us, we received
help and cooperation from the authorities in Lower Saxony who provided our
bus with a police escort, enabling us to cross all the checkpoints on the
road to Bergen-Belsen. On Sunday, May 5, immediately after Reagan left
Belsen by helicopter, we were allowed to enter the Memorial site. We lay
roses at the Jewish Memorial and sang Ani Maamin. Menachem Rosensaft spoke
on behalf of the delegation. His speech was followed by remarks made by
Kalman Sultanik, a survivor and Vice-President of the World Jewish
Congress, and Jack Eisner. Stephen Tencer read El Mole Rachamim,-and the
ceremony concluded with the saying of Kaddish and singing of the Zog Nit
Kein Mol. In this way we paid homage to the memory of the victims and
expressed our protest against the way they were exploited by the President.

Enclosed are some of the press accounts of our demonstration.,. They . ..
prove that, despite obstacles, we were correct in proceeding with our pro-
test, and that we have accomplished our goal. We were helped by a number
of individuals. In addition to those mentioned above, the officers would
like to express their gratitude to Walter Kirschenbaum, who, together with
Tom Teicholz helped us coordinate press briefings, Naomi Kabak and Kathy
Golan of Kenness International, who made all travel arrangements, and
Joseph Tekulsky and Solomon Zynstein, two other leaders of the survivors
who gave us their encouragement and support. Above all, we are grateful to
all those who, moved by a sense of moral outrage and deep concern that
Bitburg would become a symbol of rehabilitation of Nazi crimes, offered to
join the Network at their own expense, and came to be with us in
Bergen-Belsen.

We shall keep you advised of all continuing developments and our future
plans. With all good wishes, E

Jerzy B. Warman
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TELEFON (030) 83129 45

30. Mai 1985 / nn

An die
Teilnehmer der Podiumsdiskussion
"Was konnen wir vor der Nahostldsung fiir Israel tun?"

Sehr vershrte Frau Hamm-Briicher,
sehr geehrte Herren!

Sie haben dankenswerterweise Ihre Beteiligung an einer Podiums-
diskussion auf dem Deutschen Evangelischen Klrchentaq in Diissel-
dorf zugesagt:

"Was k&nnen wir vor der Nahostldsung fiir Israel tun?"
Samstag, 8. Juni 1985, 10.30 Uhr bis 13.00 Uhr
in der Stadthalle, Saal 1, Fischerstr. 20 (Pempelfort).

An der Podiumsdiskussion werden sich insgesamt beteiligen:

Dr. Hildegard Hamm-Briicher, MdB, Staatsminister a.D., Minchen
Pfarrer Michael Krupp, Jerusalém

Senatsrat a.D. Hellmut Sieglerschmidt, Berlin

Botschaftsattaché Shimon Stein;,; Bonn (angefragt)

Journalist Bert Stoop, Amsterdam -

Rabbiner Dr. Marc Tanenbaum, American Jewish Committee, New York

Prof. Manfred Zabel, Wilnsdorf.

" Ich selbst habe die Moderation ibernommen. Als "Anwalt des
Publikums" wird an dieser mitwirken: " '

Pfarrer i.R. Johannes Miiller, Aktion Siihnezeichen -
Friedensdienste, Berlin.



Der Ablauf der Podiumsdiskussion ist gedacht wie folgt:

Zundchst werde ich Sie vorstellen und eine kurze Einfiihrung
iber die Sicht der Probleme des Staates Israel seitens der
deutschen Freunde geben. Sodann werde ich mindestens einige
von Ihnen - je nachdem, wie jeder von Ihnen zu Wort kommen
mochte - bitten, die Diskussion mit kurzen statements von

5 Minuten einzuleiten. Ich bitte Sie dabei darauf zu achten,
daB beabsichtigt ist, besonders die politischen und vor allem
die wirtschaftlichen Verantwortlichkeiten der Europdischen
Gemeinschaft und der USA fiir das Existenzrecht Israels und
dessen Gkonomische Sicherung zu erdrtern. Dagegen kann es
nicht darum gehen, innerisraelische Spannungen iiber den Weg
zum Frieden sowie Israels Verhdltnis zu den arabischen Staaten
und zur PLO zum eigentlichen Gegenstand der Diskussion werden
zu lassen. Im Titel der Veranstaltung ist mit Bedacht "vor der
Nahostldsung" gesagt, denn diese zu erdrtern, wdre nach friheren
Erfahrungen fehl am Platze und fruchtlos.

Hieran wird sich eine Diskussion unter den Podiumsteilnehmern
anschlieBen, die bis ca. 11.45 Uhr dauern mag. Wahrenddessen
sind die ZuhSrer eingeladen, kurze Stellungnahmen und Fragen

an die Podiumsteilnehmer schriftlich zum Podium an Pfr. Miller
zu geben. Dieser wird die Fragen sortieren, ggf. biindeln und

zur Beantwortung an die Podiumsteilnehmer weiterleiten. Von
12.40 Uhr bis 13.00 Uhr sollte Zeit flir abschlieBende statements
bleiben.

So weit der geplante Rahmen. Es ist nach aller Erfahrung
dringend, daB die Podiumsteilnehmer sich vorweg etwas mit-
einander absprechen, damit die statements aufeinander und in
ihrer Reihenfolge abgestimmt sowie die Richtung der weiteren
Diskussion ein wenig geplant werden kdénnen. Ich lade Sie des-
halb zu einer Vorbesprechung ein zu:

Freitaqg, 7. Juni 1985, 13.30 = 14.45 Uhr

Besprechungsraum der Arbeitsgemeinschaft
Juden und Christen beim DEKT,
Stadthalle, 2. ObergeschoB
FischerstraBe 20 (Pempelfort).

Sollten Sie noch Riickfragen haben, so werde ich - wenn nicht
zufdllig andernorts - jedenfalls in der Unterkunft der AG Juden
und Christen: Hotel Fiirstenhof, Fiirstenplatz 3, Diisseldorf,
erreichbar sein.

In der Hoffnung auf ein gutes Gesprdch wiinsche ich uns allen

Shalom!

e f %M



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date May 31, 1985
to Marc Tanenbaum

from David Geller

wnpueJouwaw

subject Dr. Joseph Maier of Rashi offering assistance re contacts in Disseldorf

Dr. Joseph Maier of the Rashi Association will be leaving for Germany
this Sunday evening (June 2). He will be there until the middle of
August. I mentioned to him that you would be in Disseldorf for a few
days in early June. He said that he is personally acquainted with a
number of high-level officials in that area and if you need any
assistance, he would be happy to be of service.

His address is: c/o Else Herd

Hermannstrasse 6
605 Offenbach Tel: (69) 83-85-19

DG:DG
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

1220 S.W. Morrison, Suite 930
Portland, Oregon 97205

To: \74@% Pane Foaratbpsrn
From: Susan Abravanel

_#

Fon youn information As we discussed

Your comments As promised

_—‘/_ Please share MI‘MQ%MM ]
Remarks: a 7 & % ;' Zc;./



Page 13, May-June 1985

Letter To The President Of
The United States Of America

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Sir:

We hold the greatest respect for your
position as our nation's leader and we
have no question that you are a person
of good will. We know that you seek
reconciliation. We understand how
recent events have led you into a series
of decisions which have raised clouds
over your pending trip to Germany. For
this we are sorry. '

Nevertheless, the members of our
organization, dedicated to the
reconciliation of the Jewis and Christian
communities in Oregon, ask you not to
visit the cemetery at Bitburg. We affirm
the words of Elie Wiesel, “‘The issue
here is not politics but good and evil.

EMo 71@»@%;)

And we must never confuse them. "
The Oregon Holocaust Resource
Center joins us in this request as do

. many other Oregonians. The attached

signature pages bear witness to our
common concern.

‘Please Mr. President, do not visit
Bitburg!
Sincerely,
The Reverend Raymond V. Kearns
Rabbi Josua Stampfer
The Rev. Rodney I. Page
Clifford Lunde, Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Rustin M. Kimsey
The Rt. Rev. Matthew Bigliardi
The Rev.John Matthew
Bishop Calvin McConnell
The Most Rev. Cornelius M. Power
The Most Rev, Paul Waldschmidt
The Rev. Thomas M. Castlen
The Rev. Glenn E. Camper
The Rev. Paul Swanson
The Rev. Gregory E. Page



e Arbditsgemeinschaft Juden und Christen
beim DEKT
Dietrich Goldschmidt biisseldort’, 8, Juni 1985

Die Arbeitsgemeinschaft Juden und Christen beim DEKT hat auf

dem Kirchentag in Diisseldorf " eine Reihe von Veranstaltungen

durchgefithrt, Gegenstand der Vortriyge und Diskussionen waren:

- Die Verantwortung der Deutséhen 4o Jahre nach Ausschwitz,

- Das Selbstverstiindnis Israels,

- Die Bedeutung des Ma jdanck-Prozefles,

- Die Frage, was wir vor der Nahost-Losung fiir Israel tun
kdnnen,

- Die :Konsequenzen fiir Theologie und Kirche aus einem neuen

"Verhiiltnis zwischen Juden und Christen

Die Teilnehmer an den Veranstal tumgren haben mit Erleichterung
"und Zustimmung Jdie Rede Richard von Wgizsdckers zum 8, Mai

1945/85 gehort, Gleichwohl sind sie nach wie vor alamiert.

Im Zeichen der fiir die Bundesrepublik proklamierten "geistig-
moralischen Erncuerung® drohen anfrichtipge Demithunren um ecine
Verarbeitung der Geschehnisse in Deutschland voan 1933<1945 und
deren Vorgeschichte zu ersticken, Die Gedenkfeier in Bergen-Belsen
und Bitburg aus Anlafl des 8, Mai, (eren Zustandekommen und die
liber sie geltiihrten Diskussionen lassen dics deutlich erkennen,

Die Ermordeten mit jenen, «(die buropa mit hriceg und Vernichtung
iiberzogen hatten, im gleichen Agem als Opter ehren zu wollen,

nahm den Opfern erneut ihre Wijrde, In der Gleichsetzung liegt
zudem eine Verfiilschuny: der Goeschichte, die das deutsche Volk

in ein unaufrichtiges, Verhiilinis zu p1nor eigenen Vorpangcnhcit
1Iuhrt untl ihm dunll. schwoeren Ht,hulon zufiipgt, .

Wir -sind bescli nnt dalj i\lu.h- nle uun,-rmn und Syhodenden P'rotest
f"erren dieses Vor;rohon demonstrierenden Juden ilbarlassen habt..n,

die an den Toren des chemalipen KZ von P'olizeid lnrt{'etraf'en
wurden. Reprisentanten der-evanpelischen und katholischen Kirche s
solidarisierten sich nicht mit ilinen; sie nilunen vielmehr = im
Gegensatz zu HRepriisentanten der Juden = an der Gedenkteier in
Bergun-Be.l.sq;i,1;nil. Thr Auttreten und ihee Aussape sind ‘dem Schick=
sal der Opfer .wie dem der Uhcrlebenden_nicht erecht geworden, An-
gesichts des Schweigens der kirchlichen Organo und des Verhaltens
der Repriisentanten der Kirchen fragen wir uns, ob die Synodalbe-
schliisse iiber ein neues, positives Verhiilitnis zu den Juden, die
von den Synoden im Rheinland, in Baden, in Berlin und von-der
Reformierten Kirche¢ in Nordwestdeutschland gefafit wurden, Papier
bleiben werden, statt zu solidavischem Handeln mit den Juwlen im
tiglichen Leben zu fiithren, :

1



Ahnlich beunruhigt sind wir iiber das Gesetz gopgen die so-
genannte Ausschiwitz=Liige und diec im Zusammenhang damit ge-
fithrten Diskussionen, Die¢ Verbindung und damit Gleichbehandlung
des Leugnens der Verbrechen von Ausschwitz mit dem Leugnen
durch den Krieg verursachter Verbrechen an Deutschen bei der
Vertreibung in dem selben Straftatbestand und dessen Einaordnyng
in den strafrechtlich viilliys unangemessenen Bereieli. einer Be-
leidigung zeipgen eine beschiimende Auf'rechnungsmentalitiit, Dieser
Vorgang ist ein weiterer Beleg daliir, dall weite Teile unseres
Volkes noch immer (ie Augsen vor der Ungeheuerlichkeit der ver-
gangenen Verbrechen zu verschlieflen und sich notwendipgen Konse=
quenzen zu entzichen suchen,

Unter der Besorynis errcpgenden viderspriichlichen Situation in
der Bundesrepublik leiden nicht zuletzt alle Bestrecbungen, zum
Staat Israel und seinen Biirgern ein offenes und verstiindnisvolles
Verhiiltnis zu finden zu einem Zeitpunkt, ¢da dieses Land sich in
einer besonders schweren wirtschaftlichen, politischen und vor
allem geistigen Krise belindet,

Wir fordern nachdriicklich:

1. Die Bundesregierun: mige alle ihr zur Verfiijsung stehenden
Wege und Mittel nutzen, eine Priedensregelung in Nahost zu
fordern, die Existenzrecht und LExistenzmiiglichkeit cdes Staates
Israel sichern, Dazu pgehiren besonders:

= Forderung Jdes dirckten llandels mit Israel wie .auch des Handelﬂ
der Europiiischen Gemeinschaft mit Iswrel,

= Kein Verkauf von Waifen an arabische Staaten,
kein Verkauf von ¥,ffen an Isracl,

- Verstirkte Fnrderunr des kulturellen Austauschs mit Israel,
so etwa «des Studiums in 1Israel, der Wgiterbildung Erwachsener
in Isgael und des planmiiBBi;ren Jugondnustuu,ohs mit Israel mog=-
lichst unter deutscher leteili;unys an (der Reisesteuer Iaraelis.

2, Die Regierung von Bund, Lﬁnderu und Gemeinden, die Kirchen

und ihre Gemeinden, dic Massenmedien, die Gewerkschaften,

wie die Verbiinde von Handel uml Industrie.mdgen alles in ihrer
Macht stehende tun, al iiber die Ereignisse in Israel wie iiber
die Ereignisse in den Israel umgebenden Lilndern moglichst
vollstiindige und allseitige Information verbreitet wird, Es
gilt, Israel-Ileindschaft, Antizionismus, Antisemitismus, neuer=-
lich bezeichnet als "Judenfeindschat't" mit aller Schiirfe zu
begegnen, '



Dusseldorf, 8 June 1985
The Working Group of Jews and Christians
of the German Evangelical Kirchentag

Dietrich Goldschmidt

The Working Group of Jews and Christians of the Gefman Evangelical
Kirchentag has carried out a series of Institutes at the Kirchentag. The
objects of the lectures and discussions were: '

- The responsibility of Germans L0 years after Auschwitz,
- The self-understanding of Israel, -
= The meaning of the Maidenek trial, _
- The question of what we are able to do for Israel toward the
solution of the Near East conflict, - _
: = The consequences for theology and church of the new relation-

ship between Jews and Christians.

The participants in the events heard the speech of Richard von weizsackerg
on 8 May with relfef and agreement. Nevertheless, they were alarmed after-
ward, as they were before. _The "spiritﬁal-moral renewal,' proclaimed for the
Federa].Republic, threatens to suppress an honest treatment of the events
from 1933 to 1945 in Germany -and their pre-history. The commemorations in
Bergen-Bglgen and Bitburg on the occasion of 8 May in terms of the way they
came about and the discussions pertaining to them let this be clearly known.
To want to honor the murdered in the same breath as those who covered Europe
with war and annihilation denies their sacrifice any worth. In the comparison
there lies at the samé time a falsification of history which leads the German
people to a dishonest relationship with their own past and attaches heavy

shadows to them.

~We are ashamed that the church leadership and the synods let the Jews
who demonstrated against this development go it alone; the Jews who were
carried away by police from the doors of former concentration camps.' Repre-
sentétives of the Protestant and Catholic church did not show solidarity
witH them, rather they took part -- in contrast to the Jewish representatives --
in the ceremony at Bergen-Belsen. Their appearance and their presence were’

. incorrect in the eyes of both victim and survivor. In view of the silence
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of the church ofgans and the behavior of the chu}ch representatives, we ask
ourselves whether the Synodél“ Declarations on a new, positive relationship
to the Jews of the synods in the Rhineland, in Baden, in Berlin and of the
Reformed Church in northwest Germany were formed to remain paper documents

instead of to lead to acts of solidarity with Jews in daily life.

Similarly, we are unsettled about the law over the so-called 'Auschwitz-
lies' and about the relevant discussions concerning it. The equation and with
it the equality of treatment, of thé offense of denying the crimes of Ausch-
witz with the offense of denying the crimes against Germans caused by the
war; the {egal treatment of these two offenses under the same category and
deserving-the same punishment illustrates a shameful, calculating mentality.
This incident is a further proof that broad sections of our people seek still
toclose their eyes agaihst the horror of past crimes and refuses to draw the

necessary consequences.

Under the anxiety of the unstable, contradictory situation in the Federal
Republic, all efforts to find at this moment an open and understanding rela-
tionship to the state of Israel and its citizens suffer. Indeed, lIsrael finds
itself in an especially difficult economic, political and above all spiritual

"~ crisis at this time.

,

We expressly demand therefore:

1. That the government of the Federal Republic use all the ways and
means at its disposal to further the peace process in the Near East to secure
the right and possiblity of the existence of the state of Israel, to which
belongs éspecia!ly:

a. Furthering of direct trade with Israel as well as direct trade
between the EEC and Israel;

b. No sale of arms to the Arab nations or to Israel;

c. Strengthening of cultural exchange with Israel, e.g. academic
study in Israel, adult education in Israel and planned youth
exchange by German subvention of the Israeli's travel tax.

2. The quernment of the Republic, the states and cities; the church

and its communities; the mass media; the trade unions and the associations
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of trade and industry should do all that lies within their ability to insufe
that balanced and complete information about events in Israel and in the
neighboring countries is broadcast. This means that antagonism toward lsrael,
anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism, newer designations than the classic '"Jew

" hatred" must be countered with all available force.

Translated by
Dr. Allan Mittleman

rpr



DRAFT
AJC ACTIVITIES RELATING TO GERMANY

Following the catastrophe of the Nazi era, the AJC focused much of its

v ,{mf%m;u tawt §es et onr
attention and energies on the weoEkrisome "anti-Semitic ph-en-emeﬂa
occurring in post World War.II Germany. This document will briefly
describe several of the 'pro-jects and activities in which fhe AJC has

been involved over the past three and a half decades.

i

German Educators Prbject

From 1960 through 1968-,' the. American Jewish Committee conducted a
program of bringing ’§e1ected German educators to the United States to |
study our metho@_s"}r::f teaching in a democracy, and to adapt what they
had learned in this country to the educational programs and procedures

in German schools.

Prompted by anti-Semitic manifestations in the 50's anspecially the
" notorious "Swastika Outbreak" in 1959 and early 1960 4 the AJC con-
celved of this program as a way of overcoming the authoritarian

tp‘\gw"ho&-f‘\ gﬂm&h B !wf{r AM&{\ 9 & “’ﬁ
traditions se=dee grataed: y as well as

the lingering effects of Nazi ideology. Adding urgency to the
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situation at that time, was the conclusion reached by a German survey
' 6 i
in 1959, that virtually nothing about theAHtfgg; period was being

taught in the schools.

The program far the German edﬁcétors was devised and conducted in
cooperation with the Institute for International Educatioﬁ, locéted in
New Ybrk and administered by that organizationlin collaboration with
the American Jewish Committee. In Germany, the program was adminis-
tered by the institutg for Social Research of the University of
Frankfurt, headed by the late Professor Max Horkheimer, consulfant in
Germany to the American Jewish Committee.
: c

By the time the program was terminated as a result of the re&ession in
West Germany, 15 teams totalling approximately 100 carefully selected
German educators, came to the United States. One of the more signifi-
cant outgrowths of this program was the establishment in 1965 of the

Deutsche Vereinigung fur Politische Bildung (German Association for

Political Education), whose objective was to intergrate the activities
of all teachers of political subjeéts in German public, secondary
schools, universities and adult education programs. A number of

publications also resulted from this program.



The German Textbook Project

Concerned about history tegtbooks used in West German. secondary'
schools, thé AJC commissioned a study by a leading West German
ed;Jcator, Dr. Wolfgang Bobke. The study - "Jews i_n.We_st German
History Textbooks" analysed nine texts, em_braci_ng?_ll- volumes, which

.co,nstituted a representative selection of books used in history

. classes. The study found that whiie the newer books contained a

substantially full account of the Nazi persecution of the Jews, they
fell short of providing an adequate historical background of the

European and especially German anti-Semitism that led to the Nazi era.

The Oberammergau Passion Play

- The American Jewish Committee has had a long involvement with of-

ficials of the Oberammergau community and with religious leaders in
West Germany. Beginning in August 1977, a delegation of AJC leaders
met on 4 successive occasions with Oberammergau officials in Munich

and in the village itself, to present the findings of a comprehensive

?6-—.:»-4-'“‘- :
study of eaplier/ texts and to communicate concern regarding the

repettiidtg anti-Jewish impact of the drama. These were the first
extended dialogues between the Oberammergau authorities and represen-
tative Jewish spokesmen. In addition, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum was

invited to conduct the first seminar on Jewish-Christian relations

with Oberammergau villagers in November 1978. A symposium on "The



Passion of Jesus" was co-sponsored by the prestigious Bavarian
Catholic Academy in Munich and the AJC, and made a significant impact

on German religious and academic circles. 1In 1980, Judy Banki of

AJC's Interreligious Affairs Department, edited a booklet entitleq

"What Viewers Should know About the Oberammergau Passion Play, 1980",
analysing the drama and providing both historical background 1nfor—-
'matidh and commentary of Christian scholars. Iﬁ 1984 two additional

AJC delegations went to Oberammergau under the direction of Rabbi SFﬁNRaL

Rudin and Judy Banki

'AJC/Konrad Adenaﬁer éxchange Program

Since 1980 the_Americaﬁ Jewish Committee and the Konrad Adenaue:
Foundatlon of West Germany, a political organization associated with
.the Christian Democratic‘k;réj, have co-sponsored an exchange program
for future leaders of the Federal Republic of Germany and the American
Jewish community. The p;ﬁgram, designed and co-ordinated by William
Trosten, was meant to provide young Jewishlleaders with an objective
view of the "New Germany" and its 30 year history anﬁ accomplishments.
For the German group it provided the oppdrtuﬁity to study the American
Jewish community and its contributions to the social, cultural,
political and economic life in the United States. The program has

. ' \\,wer-rv’t
been extremely succassful -um"_ﬂ,f

influential leaders in West Germanyvﬂ»hL 1\~» *‘”“”“*’“‘"
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AJC/Fridrich Ebert Foundation Exchange Program

In 1984 a group of AJC officers accepted the invitation of the

i o - (o
Fridrich Ebert Foundation connected with the Social Democratic Party _
of West Germany. In return AJC hosted a reception for a number of
representatives from the Ebert Foundation. In 1985, a second group of

AJC officers took part in this program.

AJC Chapter Leadership Delegation

In October Bf 1984;,an'AJC Chapter Leadership delegation visited West
Germany and East Germany, becoming the first such Jewish delegation to
visit East Germany since the end of World War II. A strong relation-
ship was developéd with the leadership of the'sﬁall Jewish community
~in East Germany and AJC arranged for a German-speaking rabbi from the
United States to lead serviceé for the High Holidays in East Ber}in.
In addition, the AJC arfanged for the shipment to East Germény of a
quantity of kosher wine, Jewlish prayer books and other source materi-

al..



The RASHI Association

In 19?6, the AJC agreed to help orgéqize an organization of scholars
and others interested in European Jewry, devoted to the preservation'
of Jewish monuments and other structures that remained standing in
countries occupied by the Nazis. This organization has been helpful
in eliciting interest and financial heip on the part of the German
Government, resulting-in major repairs to structures such as tﬁe RASHI

Lehrhaus and other strﬂctures_in Worms.

Other Activities

* The .AJC has been involved in a number of other activities
relating to West Germany. Since the end of Wofld War IIrwe have
participated wifh other organizatiéns in ﬁonitoring the cases of
alleged Nazi criminals living in the United States.- We have ﬁain-
tained close contact with members of the Justice Department's Office
of Special Investigations as well aﬁ witﬁ the similar office which.ha&
functioned under fhe aegis of the Ihmlgration and Naturalization
Service. 1In addition, we have conducted press conferences for
personalities such as Beata Klarsfeld and her husband Serge relating
to the cases of Klaus Barbie and others. We have also cﬁnducted press
conferences for Tuvia Friedman relating to his search for Mengele. A
| number of AJC radio and TV programs have been devoted to the topic of

Nazi criminals in the U.S. and abroad.:



* In December of 1981 the American Jewish Committee, under fhe
leadérship of Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum and Zachariah Shusterjjand'the
Evangelical Academy of Afnoldﬁhain!bthe Research Project Group of,
"Judaism in Catholic Religious Instruction" at the Pedagogic Cateche-
tic Seminar at the University of Freiburg; and the Research Project
Group ll.I]ut:laism in Evangelical Religious Instruction" at the Research -
Group bn History and Religion of Judaism, at the University of
Duisburg, co-sponsored a major conference of German religious and
secular educators devoted to an examination of what the German school

system is teacﬁing about Nazism, anti-Semitism, Jews and Judaism.

* In July 1984 Howard Friedman, AJC President, was the first Jewishl
leader to be invited to address the observances marking the 40th
anniversary of the effort.to assassinate Hitler and overthrow the Nazi

regime.

* In‘1947 and-1948, AJC cooperated with American officials in
preparing articles and other materials for publication in Germany. In

1950, AJC published The New Threat from Germany by Arthur Mayer,

‘Chairman of AJC's Committee on Germany.

*  AJC leaders have met privately with the top officials in Germany
including Chancellor's Konrad Adenauer, Ludwig Ehrhardt, Helmut

Schmidt, Helmut Kohl and Willy Brandt.



B

® In 1979 there was an AJC Board of Governors Mission to Germany
under the leadershiphof Richard Maass to discuss the issue of the
German Statute of Limitations on War Crimes. While in Germany they
were invited to the opening session of the Bundestag, and later met

with Chancellor Schmidt.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THOUGHTS AFTER BITBURG
i by Abraham H. Foxman

Associate National Director
Anti-Defamation League of B'nal B'rith

Bitburg is no longer inconsplcuous. It has entered into the long
memory of our people. '

It was a classic case of the road to Hell being paved with good
intentions. -

Selecting Bitburg cemetery as the site for reconciliation between
the adversaries of World War II was thoughtless, Insensitive and an unin-
tended affront to the memory of all tﬁose murdered by the SS 1n the death
camps and on the battlefields of the Bulge.

It called for protest and we were not silent.

Qur protests were heard. Of that there 1is no doubt. Yet in a
tragicomlic sequence of misunderstandings, miscalculations, mistakes, mis-
statements and missed opportunities, they were not heeded..

And so the time has come to look back with the 20/20 vision of hind-
sight to see what went wrong and why, to assess the damage and to learn
from the experience.

No one opposed and practically e#eryone favored the concept of
reconciliation four decades after the guns were stilled but 1t was
fatally flawed by the poor staff work that went into the site selection.

That original error was compounded when those involved viewed the
prospect of any shift as a threat to face, as Surrender_to ﬁressure_and,
most far fetched of all, as an implication of collective gullt for the .
generation of West Germans with no connection to the Third Reich.

The issue somehow was turned into a test of will as the head of
state of each country felt that it put hils reputation in Jeopardy.
Although President Reagan openly apologized for reopening painful ﬁounds,

neither he nor Chancellor Kohl was able to acknowledge error but, in 4if-

. : (more)
Fauncled in 1913 “to stop the clefamation of the Jewish people . . . 1o secure justice and fair treatment to all citizens alike,”



ferent ways, plunged deeper and deeper into quicksand with their efforts
to explain the unekplainable.

As polls revealed, Americans were divided into those who supported
the presidential wreath laying among SS graves and those who saw 1t as a
rehabilitation of the Nazl enemy. For some, it became Just another
Jewish 1ssué. They saild it was time to let bygones be bygones and they
diminished the Holocaust into Just another wartime atrocity. .They did
not walk in Jewish shoes or see 1t wilth Jewish eyes as a unique his-
toric expression of governmental malevolence directed at an entire
people because of their faith. On the other hand, Jews, veterans and
other protesters could not understand why their fellow Americans could
not see 1t as a gesture toward forgiveness of the Nazis and a repudia-
tion of Ameriﬁan ethies. It 1ndicated that memory of the genoclde had
dimmed and that the resonance of its moral lesson had faded.

Inevitably, Bitburg damaged a well meaning American Presldent who
had demonstrated his sympathy with tﬁe Jewish people by his support of
Israel, his dramatic use of the Air Force to rescue Ethloplan Jews and
his outspoken support of Soviet Jewry.

Across the ocean, the incident stirred up the stench of anti-
Semitism. It became clear that West Germany was not coﬁplete}y purged,
that while desirable, reconclliation papered over a'poisoﬁous problem
that still persists in pockets of the population.

Nevertheless, the situatlon provided some credits along with the
debits. The Jewish community spoke in one clear volce. While not
changing the site, the Administration attempted a measure of atonement
by visiting Bergen-Belsen where President Reagan spoke with eloquent
sincerity. Once again, the Holocaust was exposed to the conscience of
mankind as at no time since the mass graves were exposed at the libera-
tion of the concentration camps. No doubt, there 1s greater understand-
ing of 1its unique horror and greater appreciation of why we Jews have
vowed, "Never again.” .

For us at the Antl-Defamation League, Bitburg directs us to strive
with greater intensity and effectiveness in our Holocaust educational
_programs.

Like the Holocaust, one Bitburg is too many.

#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DUSSELFORF3 WEST GERMANY - A resolution adopted here last week

by the Kirchentag Assembly sharply criticized tendencies in

West Germany "to suppress an honest treatment of the events

from 1933 to 1945 in Germany" and rejected "a falsification of
histdry'which leads the German people to a dishonest relationship
with their own past.”

The Kirchentag Assembly, sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran .
Churches of West Germany, was attended by an estiiated 130,000
German religious, ecivic, and pdlitical leaders who met here from
June 5 through 93 Some 80,000 of the participants were under 30
years of age. i '

The resolutinn was adopted unamhmously at a plénary session

orgenized by the Working Croup of Jews and Christians of the
Kirchentag Assembly. Dr. Dietrich Goldschmidt - of Berlin, professor
of sociology at the lMax Planck Institute, served as chairman of

the. session.

Dr. Goldschmidt introudced the resolution following an
eddress by Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, director of international relat-
ions of the American Jewish Committee, and an intense-panel dig=-
cussion by German political, academic, and religious leaders.

In his address, Rabbi Tanenbaum called on the West German government
and churches to oppose the growing "verbal violence against the
Jewish people and Israel,"” the double standards invoked against
Isreel and Jews, and he appealed for German political and economic
support of Isragl especially during this critical period.

In response, the Kirchentag resolution acknowledged that
"broad sections of our people sixXX seek still to close their eyes
against the horror of past crimes and refuses to draw the nedessary
consequences." The Evangelical Lutheran statement identified with
"relief and agreemetit" with the speech of West GermanyPresident
Richerd von Weizackers on May 8, marking the 40th anniversary of
the ending of World War II. In his address before the Bundestag,
President’ von Weizsacker -said, "We are not assisted in-our task(of
commemorating May 8) if we or others spare our feelings. We need and we




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DUSSELDORF, WEST GERMANY - In a resolution sharply critical of the
Bitburg cemetery affair
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the Kirshentag #emx statement asserted:
"We expressly demand/ _
Xx That the government of the Federal Republic use all the
ways and means at its disposal to further the peace process in
the Near East to secure the right and possibility of the existende
of the state of Israel." They urged the "furthering of direct
trade with Israel as well as direct trade between the EEC ahd
Isreel; strengthening of cultural exchange with Israel; e.g.,
academic study in Israel, adult education in Isra.l and planned
youth exchange by German subvention of the Israelis' travel tax."

The resulution finaily appealed to "the government of the
Republic, the states and cities; the churcﬁ asd its communities;

~— .-

the mass media; the trade union, and the associations of trade
and industry should do all that lies within their ability to
insure that balanced and complete information ebout events in

Israel and in the neigbboring countries in broadcast. This means that

- antagonism toward Israel, anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism, newer
designations than the classic 'Jew hatred' must be countered
with all available forwe." '

In his address, Rabbi Tanenbaum

said, "The tragic Bitburg

cemetery affair has stirred up troubled feeelings among millions of Americans

- not only Jews ¥ over twhether the German people have truly confronted
the evil of Ngzism and have made a determination to uprbot that demonic -
ideology rﬁot and branch. Ag & result of what I have expérienced with
you this 'week, I plan to tell the Americen people that they can have

eonfidence in you, that there is =& ﬁholgﬁgenerntiua of young German

men and women who are facing the horrors of t hat terrible past and who
are commifted to building and flefending a genuine democracj. That ¥New
Germany' is forged in the inspired traditions of t he first Chancellors
of the Fgﬁeval Republic,Konrad Adenauer and Eurt Schumacher. They must

remain the symbol and inspiration. of our reconciliation - not Bitburg
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have the strength to look truth srraight in the eye - without
embellishment and without distortion." He called on the German people
t0 "commorate the six million Jews who were murdered in German
concentration camps," adding that "at the rocot of they tyranny was
Hitler's immesmsurable hatred azainst our Jewish compatriots.Hitler
had never concealed this hatred from the public, but made the entire
nation a tool of it...The genocide of the Jews is umparalleled in
history." ’

‘The Kirchentag resolution expressed alarm over"”the commemorations
in Bergen-Belsen and Bitburg on May 8" for wanting "to honor the
mardered in the same breath &s those who covered Furope with war and
annihilation (that)denies their sacrifice any worth. In the comparison
there lies at the same time a fassification of history which leads the
German people to a dishonest relationship with their own past and
attaches heayy shadows to them." ,

The Evangelical Lutherans then said they were "ashamed that the
church leadership and the synods let the Jews who demonstrated against
this development g0 it.alone, the Jews who were carrgsd away by
police from the doors of khe former concentration camps. Representat-
imes of the Protestant and Catholic churcha&z did not show dolidarity
with them, rather they took part - in contrast to the Jewish
representatives -~ in the ceremony ®mf at Bergen-Belsen. Their appearance
and their presence were incorrect in the eyes of both victim and
surivor."

The Kirchentag resolution then asserted, "we are unsettled
about the law ovec the so-called 'Auschwyitz-lies' and about the
relevant dissussions concerning it. The equation and with it the
equality of treatment of the offense of denying the crimes of
Augchwitz with the offense of denying the crimes against Germans
whused by the war; the legal treamment of these two offenses under the
¢ same category and deserving the pame puhishment illustrates a\u
, shemeful, calculating mentelity. This incident is & further proof
that brocad sections of our people seek still to close their e es
azainst the horror of past crimes amd refuses vo draw the necessary
conseguenccs."”

Peclaring that "Israel finds itself in an especially dl;llcult
economic, political and above all splrltaal crisis at this tige,"





