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•A OMITTED AL$0 IS 

VlROL"lA A.N D D .C. 

••ADMITTED IN N'.Y . OS-LY 

• •• A..t>MITTED A t.sO IN M.ASS. 

Dr. Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56 Street 
New York, NY 10020 

Dear Marc, 

COLONIAL G REEN 

246 POST ROAD EAS T 

WESTPORT, CON;t..'"ECTICUT 

TELEPHON"E <2031 226-1211 

September 30, 1985 

M.All..INO ADDRESS 

P.O. B O X 7 9 1 

W ESTPORT. CON N . 06881 

I do not intend on commenting on your organization plan or 
program in detail but rather in its general concept. 

1. I think that you ought to try to shorten it and make it 
more concise. 

2. In your discussion of priorities on page four, the term 
"defense" of Israel is too limiting. We are talking about an 
Institute for Cultural Pluralism and the attempt to impact the 
society the:re. 

3 . Item c, I think could stand some broadening in terms of 
dealing with establishing international .relationships and support 
for those communities outside Israel, USA and USSR. 

4. Shouldn't there be a "D" for International Human Rights? 

5 . At the bottom of page one I think it is an over statement 
to refer to Africa and Asia. 

6. I think that you ought to leave out reference to me as 
well as some of the others . Perhaps a breakdown of the top staff 
people and the areas of their activities might be included at the 
end. 

7. I think the last paragraph on page three over-states and 
over emphasizes • 



8. On top of page four, this portion might be condensed. 
There is an omission of sufficient emphasis of the Human Rights 
Area and the Blaustein Institute which is staffed completely by 
this department. · 

If there is any general suggestion it would be that to much 
emphasis seems to be placed on foreign ambassadors. 

I think you might add one paragraph on a new program that we 
are instituting for our members to host foreign ambassadors and 
delegates. As a matter of fact I think that we ought to schedule 
a meeting for that purpose early in November. At that time we 
should invite the Chairman of the Womens Committee. But you 
expressed an interest · in Mimi Alperin , Representative of the New 
York Chapter, who expressed an interest ln Bea Hoffmag, Lois 
Ellenoff and perhaps all of the formal members of the Steering 
Committee. 

LN/ekk 



AJC INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS D~PARTMENT 
ORGANIZATION AND PROGRAl'I l9B5-1986. 

- - - - - - - - - ~ - -
l3ACKGROUND. - An examination of_ th~ history of the li'oreign Aftairs 
De1artment of the American Jev,rish Committee (see, for . example,°:• 

Protni~·~omi Cohe~' s history of AJC,. among other studi~s), le·ads 
to~inexorasle conclusion - at ~he zenith of its influence, . . . 

AJC was perceived to be the .. most p6werful organizfltion in Jewish 
. . . . . . . . 

life. The basis for that pe_rception rested largely o·n "the mystique ·" · 
that AJC'sForeign Affairs. Department was in. many ways the. "State . . . . 
Depart~e~t" of AJC, and even beyond t of American Jewry. 

~hat "mys·tiq}le" gr~w out of the spe'cial quality O-f. the 
collabora~ion of ire lead~ts and the professionai staff in i~ternational 
.relations.· By· ~v~r~e ·of th~i: .. personal, s .tature and· poii tical··. · · i 

connections, A.JC lay leaders had extraordinary ac·cess to the most 

inXluential leBit~rs in the U.S. Govern~ent, _ t~~ United Nations, 
and in foreign governments. Through systems~~ :study of issues, 
coordinated pianning of program stra~egi_es :(Pre~paration of backgwund 

papers, AJC•s Foreign Affairs ·professional sta,ff pro~ided indispensable . . . . . . 

backup for informed poli·~ical interventions where needed, as ·well . : .. 
as for comprehensive education and interpretation programs among AJC 
chapter leade.rship, speqi:alized foreign affairs audiendes, . and ·L; 

the media. 

Three p~imary areas of concern have dominated the work:·.of 
. . . 

the Foreign Mfairs Department ~ince its_ incep:tion . .. These areas 
continue today as the -core of the reconstituted AJC Internati.onal 
Relations Department. They are, · in terms of priorities: 

A) Defense and interpretation of Israel om the U .s. aµd the 
international ·scene; 

13) Advocacy o.f the Human Rights of Soviet Jewry; 

C) Support of "Endangered J~wish Communities." 

. . In .. ,..p'1raui t of these three primary goals of the AJ'I' s . 
Internation~l Relations Department, during. the past three ye~rs 
we have extended substantially' ou.r poli tica,l and educational work 
with West European governments, the Europe~ Economic Communi:ty, 

ihe Un-1.ted Nat_ions, Central America, Latin America, and some 
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begimµng probe s .• .in Af'ri<?a and Asia o ...... · .. · .. 
Thus, to be concrete' in all our meetings . With heads o~ .. · state 

and other gove_rnment. leaders of France, West Germany, Italy-.;: Spain, 

Hung8:ry, Guatemala ·, Pa~an:ia, Costa Rica, . Venezuela, Argentin~ :~ 

Erazml; U:ru~ay; ~he European Parliament President, and UN ~~cre~ary 
General Perez de quellar, AJc•·s International Relations Depa~ment 
made available aide-mem.oires and kits of background materials 

prepared · in a coordinated _ manner by our Israel-Middle East Division . 

~d th~. Jacob Blaust~fin Institute o The~e . m_ateri~ls dealt with 
the following issues: 

A) Anti-Jewish Rhetoric. at the . United Nations; 
B) Israel-South Africa; · 
c) Palestini.an. Women (prepared ·. for the Nairobi Confer.e_nce); 
D) Ant;i-Semitic Discriui~nation in Soviet ~igher Education; 
E) Anti-Semitism in Soviet Publications .·.· 
F) The Right to Leave; .. ·-· · 

··-· - ,_ ....... 
G) The Soviet Human Rights Movement. 
In a number of specialized interventions - notably, t~e 

Embassies of Jap~n, Sweden, Canada - . our Israel-Middle East :.Division 
·prepared background documents on the kidnappe"Cl · Lebanes·e Jew~·. Jews 

in Syria, Iran• and Yemen. At bis request, ·these documents were 
made available to Mr. Theo K:+ein, president of CRIF in .Paris·, who 
used these materials for his o·wn interventions with the Fre:r:i"ch 
Government. 
ISRAEL AND T~ MIDDLE EAST 

Concern for the security and we~l-being of Israel in.:·:the 
context .of promotimg peace between Israel and her Arab neighbords 
is the heart of our international relations program. Prabably 

seventyifive pe~cent of our program, energy, ~d resour~es are 
·devoted · to political acti~n,_ education, and i,:iterpretation of 

Israel in the do~estic u.s . and foreign areas in which we work. 

OUr Israel-Middle East . Div~sion, headed by Dr. George Gruen, . . . . . 
~aintaina regular (at times, w~ekly) contact wtth a~propr6~te desks 

. ~n ~he U.S. State . Department, the Israel Embassy ·and Consulates, 
the Israeli Fo~ign blinistr.v in Jerusalem (frequently through 
• -, ~: C;-i f~n :7Ji• .. ~··.~..,- H'' i...• "' ' 

. ~~ .• ~i9D. DU With our Jerusalem office\)' and With a number of 
itit> ~mBissies~ · · ·. 

· --~"":_.-_---~--:· ·..:... ..... -··- -··- ----.--- .. ···~-··· 
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As specific "Israel issues" arise, we. have been i,})1~· \.~ · ... · 

. . . . .. : ..... . t.\ . 

represent our interests· .not mnly in Washin~ton governmen:~a.l .. 
cimdaax .ci~clea t~ougbh Hy Boo~binder, but as w~ll th't?ugh · 

·our now extensive network with Embassies of fore:i.gngovern~ents 
in Washl.Dgton or directly with key co·ntacts in foreign 
governments, such as Germany in the Saudi arms sales; France 
·in; ·relation to Syria and Lebanon; Spain on ' the issue of diplomat·ic 

ema relations with Israel, etc. In addition~ we have now 
organized key people in AJC c~apters - Los· .Angeles, San Francisco, 
Atlanta, ·Houston, Chicago, Boston, Clevel.e.nd, e t:c . - who · have 
used our bac~und materials in making representations to . 
Consul Generals in their cities. · ,,,, 

·· : 

Major Israel-Middle East Issues: 
. A) ·Following a series of IRD staff .consultations and IRC 

·"st:errring Committee meeting~. headed b) our able a.nd dedicated 
c~airman, Leo N'evas. we have designed a department-wide strqegy 

for press.in& our three departmental' .Priorft:fea· - Israel, Soviet 
Jewry, and endangered ~ewish communities - with ~ajor foreign 
governmental officials. {While Israel .is the core issue, our 
concerns '£or Soviet Jewry and Jewish co~i ties. in Arab~· count~ies 
or other third wo·rld countries; such as, ~cBhippia and tlie Sddan, 
are inextricably linked with the Middle East situation.) . 

In li~ht of the UN's 40th anniversary observance, some 
100 heads of state or their. foreign ministers and ambassadors · 
will. be 1in New York through mid-October. In keeping with _-_our 

IHD strategy, we have arran&ed meetings for AJC lay leade~s and 
professional staff with the foreign ministers or ambas·aadors of 
West Germany, France, Sweden, the Netherlands, Austria, amt the 

_United Kingdom,ami Spain, and Brazil. We have already. met 

''4th tbe ambassador~ of Guatemala, Costa Rica,. Panama, and Venezuela. 



:,.') 

........... ! - ':' ! 

. : . . 

AJC ' s I NTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPT~ - 4 -

· Our year-lomg ~trategy call~. f~r arranging a regula~ ~eries 
of meetings with key foreign affairs officials of other 'governments 
in Western ~ax Europe; Central and South America, Afri~a and 
Asia . We have also begun and will continue with meetings with 
ambassadors& and other influentials in Eastern Europe tl'notabl~, 

Hungary , Rumania, Yugoslavia ( arr~ed with the. USIA) , . Poland, 
Czechosolava.kia, . and the Soviet Union (a mi$sion is pl~ned ... for 
April 1986 to Kishinev and t o Moscow and other key centers in 
the USSR.) 

In ~ach of the meeti~s· held. thus far - and in all ·ruture 
meetings - we plan to press _the following concerns: 

!) A more assertive role by friendl~ governments in 
combatting the hostile anti-_Israel, ant-i-Sionist, and anti-Jewish 
rhetoric ·at the UN and all i .ts allied ag~ncies. (TIW". succe"~s 
at Nairobi is a model to be followed.) 

B) Pressure on the Soviet Uhion to allow the immigrat~on 
of Soviet ~ews, ·and an end ·t.o the h~rras~me·nt of Soviet Jews and 
release of the Prisoners of · consci~nce; 

·c) A mor,e . vigorous defense of human . rights ~n keeping 
with the comm;i tments of the ·Helsinki pact; . 

· n)' A more. effective counter-offensi~e against international 
terrorism; 

., E) A stand against the scapegoating of ·Israel .as a ·primary 
supporter of .the apartheid-regime in South Africa. 

II - ACADElVIIC rtJEETINGS ·oN MIDDLE EAST PEACE 

A) Bas·ed on the success of the ~ov. 1984 Academic · 
Symposium on "Progress Towards P_eace· in the_· Middle East, .. . arranged 
by IRD's Division on Israel and the ·.Middle East, we plan a series 
_of similar symposia involving Middle. East academics and foreign 
aff airs specialists in various parts . of the country . Tf;e November 
symposium provided a serees o~ practical recommendations that 
have guided AJC ' s policies and programs, and provided insight s 

. . . . 

that have informed our resolutions ·and public statements.~ 

(The sole limita tions we face in planning these symposia 
are those of finances and secretarial resourc.es . ) 
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III - TOLERANCE AND PLURALISM WITHIN ISRAEL 
A) T~~- growth of Kach and· Kahani~m in Israel, among 

other forms of religious and political. ext.remism, clearly underscores 
. A 

this issue as a priority concern. We have joined other Jewish 
groups in the U. s. in condemning this polarizing trend in Israel,· 
which clearly spills · over into straininc; Israel-Diaspora relations. 
IRD has just published, through its Israel-Middle East Division, 
two studies on Kach and Kahanism, and Op!\ Gush Emunim and Rellgious-
Poli tical Extremism. · 

IRD plans to ·make these studies widely availabl~, and 
. use them for raising consciousnes3 about the. seriousness of these : 

m·ovements to polidsacal democracy in Isrt!el. and to Israel-Diaspora __ 
relations. 

As soon as we hav~ . a new director of our Israel 
office im place, we plan to work out a coord~nated strat@t with 
our Jerusalem office on how we can mount an effective education 
and interpretive program in I~rael . to ·develop a widespread 
understanding of incorporating a religious and political ideology 
of pluralism and civ'ili ty within Israel's society. _This should 
involve IRD in close cooperation with AJC's National Affairs 
Department and the Jewish Communal Affairs Department. 

B) IRD will continue and inten~ify its co~laboration 
. . 

with the International Sepha~dic Education ~oundation (ISEF) whose ·· 
pr~gram· of Sephardic·-Ashkenazic intergroup relations we have been 

. €upporting; Aluf H~reven's comprehensive program on Jewish- Arab 
. . 

relations; Inteims for Peace '~peace corps" program for Arabs and ·" · 
Jews in Israel; the Israel Civil Rights Association which we helped':.,<~'_ 
found throughx Blaustein financial support, . a~ong other such· groups. 

C) We will work on closer cooperative programmi_i:ig with 
Bert Gold• s Insti tut~ on Israe1.-Diaspo._ra Rela:·tions, eepeciaily 
as its program : impacts on this . plurali.sm are.a. . .. 

D) Religious liberty will requ-ire IRD attention.during 
the coming months as a result of the f'uror in Israel over the 
Mormons, the. burned Southern Baptist church, and at·tacks ori the 
Jehovah Witnesses. We will neeq to work out a cooperative approach 
with AJC' s In·terreligious Affairs Department. 
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SOVIET · JEWXY 

A) We will continue our ciose collaboration with the_ .· 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry and _ :the Internation~l Presidium 

on Soviet Jewry. We will continue to join in appropriate polj.tical 

lle'ppesentations with these groups. We 1i_ill .also . make available, as· 
we have, our studies on Soviet anti-Semitism' · an(f oil humam rights 
to these bodies whicll have . increasingly beep using · our -·mater;ais. 

B) We will intensify our contacts with White · House, :statet; 
Department, and Congressional leaders to determine what special 
roles Hill we will have, suppleme.nting those· of the. Soviet jewry 
~roups. As :~emonstrated, our regular and growing contacts with 
foreign governments enables us to try - ~o widen the cir~e Of _ 
support for Soviet Jews among Western governm~nts, including those 
in Latin Amerioa. 

C) By virtue ef havi~ two Russian-speaking members . on 
. . 

our IRD staff, we will continue to play a special role in. preparing 

,studies monitoring the Soviet press and media, ·making those ·: . 
. findings available to government officials., the media, and AJC 

membership. 

D) We will continue .to support the Jewish · cu~ ture programs 
·p.repared under the leadership of Abe Silverstein and Richard M.llass 

for broadcast to Soviet Jewry o (Our Is·rael office, as well_ as our 
IRD . staff/ i -s coll.aborating in_ this important ~- undertaking 'l · 

' E) IRD plans a consultation shortly · of Soviet experts 

to examine what ~pportunities may be opening ~or us in light 
of the summit talks be~ween the U.So ~hd the USSR. 

ENDANGERED JEWISH COMMUNITIES 
A) IRD will continue to be ·in the forefront of seeking 

to relieve the pliglJt . of Jews in Lebanon~ Syria, Yemen, and :· 

Ethiopia. Our· meetings and representations will continue with 

the . Sephardic leadership in the · U. S • . and Israel; with a number 

~f the .Arab ambassadores with whom we have been meeting (Syria, 
~ebanon, Egypp, and Jordan .• ) 

B) Through~ Leo N~vas, we will continue to share these ' 
. . 

interests with such groups as the International League for Human 

Rig~ts, Amnesty International, as well as our.State Department _ 
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and appropriate foreign governments whose.' intenentions may :be 
of assistance. 

C) IRD will coordiaate these intervent~ons, where pos.sible, ... 
with leaders of Jewish communities, such as, Theo Klej.n in France; 
Samuel Toledano of Spain; Tulia Zevi of Italy;. among others. 

OTHER JEWISH COMMUNITIES 
A) SOUTH AFRICA - Through Leo Nevas and David Harris, _ we are 

in ongoiilg contact with the Jewish community of South Africa. We 

met_ recently on two separate occasions with Ambassdor c·rock~r, head 
of the ~frican desk ih the State Department, to review tha latest . 

developments in that country and to determine what fur:ther we 
might do -~beyond our recent debata and. policy : st~tement. opposing ... . 

--·- -·· 

apartheid. ·-----.--... - . . 
The planne~ ~~s~ion ~o Soutn-Africa _in mid-October may 

open· up further program implications for AJC~ . 

B) CENTRAL ~RICA - We conti~ue our close work~ cooperation . 
with FEDECO, including helping them with religious, educational 

·. . 
personnel and program mate.rials. At the NEC in November, we Will 
review the Central American situation··and determine what our next . . . . . 

steps need to be. 
. . . .. 

C) SOUTH AMERICA - IRi?, through Ja90~0 Kovadloff, has 
maintained close ties with· the' · Jewish communities here. We have 

· a . ma~or conference plan~ed by Sergio Uudelstejer 1~ Venezuela 
Oct. 2-4. A Pan-American conference on Vatican Council 11; ·: 

coordinated by Jacobo. ICovadloff', will: be held in Sao Paolo, Brazil:·, 

with the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops on Nov. 2-·5. 
Jewish commuruitieis f'rom throughout South America are expected to 
participate in this major event. 

D) WESTERN EUROPE - As_ a result of our Annual Meeting 
session on Eurmpean Jewry, Jewish leaders in France, Spain and · 
Italy have inv~ted us to develop an exchange program with their 
co~~ities, especially their youth. Th~s c9uld be an important 

IRD program, but its implementation depends· on finances and staff 
resources • 

. COMMUNICATIONS ..:. IRD desperately needs a l'1ewsletter to report ¢lo 

our memb~rs on the myriad activities in which we are engaged. Our 
program is one of the least well-known in the ~gency. 
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PROGRAM PROJECTIONS 1986-1987 

The accompanying document, drafted afte~ careful and lengthy consul-
·tation with +Ro profes~ional staff and lay commission members, outlines 
the .overall framework of AJC's Intern~tional Relations Department -~ its 
primary goals, methods of operation, and program activities .irl key 
regions around the globe . 

As resources allow, we will work systematicaJly to realize our: geo
pqlitical objectives in each of these areas in 1986. These program 
thru~ts will necessarily ·be affected by the eruption of emergencies; 
crises, such as, ttle terrible killings t;>y Arab terroi:fsts in the Rome 
and Vienna airports; the murder of Leban.ese Jewish hostages; etc. 

Within the perspectives elaborated in the enclosed !RO docunent; we 
shall ~e paying special attention to the following priorities: 

TERRORISM 

As . the scourge of international terrorism continues, it is vital 
that !RD contribute to a better understanding among the general 
public of the threat this poses .not just to Jewish interests but to 
larger ·W$ltern, democratic societies. IRO will continue to work 
closely ~th the µ.s. Administration's Task Force on Counter-
T error ism and s·u~h groups ·as ..C.AMERA (Commit tee for Accuracy in 
Middle East Report t 09 1° America) which are engaged fn publlc 
educatipn and .interpretation. Simultaneously, we will again focus 

( 

our conferences and research efforts on the threat posed ~Y the 
· ever-increasing challenge posed by the rise in Islamic fundamen-
. tdism. . -

2) ISRAEL ANO THE MIDDLE EAST 

With a new director of the Israel ·office to replace the retiring 
· Bernie Resnikoff, it is expected that the Israel Office, in 

( 

addition to its significant work in inter-group relations, will 
increasingly focus on strengthening relationships in the geo
poli tieal sphere to permit an even greater exchange of information 
and views between key actors on the Israeli Government scene and 
AX. -

JEWRY 

As·. the most critical issue facing American · Jewry next to the 
ongoing concern abbut the security and well-being of Israel, !RD 
will continue to intensify its efforts in the diplomatic sphere, 

- seeklng to interpret the · issue to ...!Qreign governments as well as 
our own • . We plan to convene academic and policy specialists to --- assess policy alternatives, and encourage visits by the chapters to 

'·'' 
~. 

'I 
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--=---------------
meet w.i th Soviet Jewish refuseniks. In connection with · the 80th 
anniversary program ·year, IRD will· seek to coordinatC<.._a mont_Dly 
visit to the U.S.S.R. by a chapter group, tota ~it is hgpee,. 
8-9 separate visits dur ng e course o the year. 

~~------------~--~ 

TERN EUROPE 

This area will take on additional importance as opportuniti.es _t .o · 
encourage the re-establishment of · dlplom.atic relation_s between 

- Jsrael and the Warsaw Pact nations (and Yugoslavia) · pr.esen~ . 
themselves. To assist in this effort, IRD will maintain close 
cont act with · the Israeli Minis tr~ of Foreign Affairs and the Sta~ . 

(

Department and consider a mission to several East European cdun
tries, possibly to include Poland, .Hungary, Bulgaria ~n.d 
Yugoslavia, in pursuit of this effort~ . . 

. . 

AFRICA, ASIA AND JH~ PACIFIC 
.. 

Significant opportunities exist for promotion of Jewish. interest _jn 
these regions. ~ix black African countries now have full diploma
t le rel at ions with Israel and several Others have established 
interest section~. There is; ' then; a momentum .building t~~ards 
closer ties, based in part on the special role Israel can once 
ag_ain play in ·development, and, in. part, on a perception ·of t _he 

,,..- central role of the American Jewish. community in foreign-policy 
formulation in the U. S. IRD will analyze and research. the feasi-

l
f bility of greater involvement in this region, seek to. d·evdop ties 

with diplomats statioried in the u~s., and conside~ other · appro~ 
pr late roles. · . -· . . , 

. . . .· . . 

( we have been approached by · the Austral.Ian ·Jewish c~uni~y .to 

I 
conduct some joint activities, and there is growing interest in 
what possibilities for our programmiog exist with China and Japan . 
The San Francisco and Los Angeles Chapters are anxious to .partici
pate in a major new programmatic thrust in the region. (In a better 
budgetary period, IRD should have a professional staff person whose 
major area of responsibility is Africa and Asia.) Consultations 
with the~e and other chapters will continue, and it is likely that 

l the Paci.fie regfon _will be a focus of our attention at the N.E.C .• 
meeting in Seattle. 

FOREIGN DIPLOMATS 

We have only now begun to turn our attention in a serious, if 
modest , way, to foreign diplomats stationed in the U.S . , either at 
emb·assies, consulates or U.N. missions. The potential for major 
programming is quite considerable, but will, of necessi~y, be 

·limited because of ·the shortage of staff time and .resources. A 
core ~f lay people, who have expressed serious interest in the 
project, has been organized into a "task force" to set forth and 
agenda and programming possi.bili ties. 
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TWINNING 

As a reaffirmation of our commitment to the well~being of Jewish 
communities around the world, !RD proposes a pilot project, to be 
announced at the 80th Anniversary meeting in Washington in May, to 
twin two or three AJC Chapters with smaller, perhaps even declining 
or threatened Jewish communities overseas. The basic premises for 
such an initiative are: a) There exist a number of overseas Jewish 
communities whose populations are ~ smalT"aild dwindling and 
who do not have the resources and facilities to maintain an active 

\ communal 11 f~. · Some of them have 11 ttle outside contact, other 
than the occas ional mission or consultant that may pass through • . b) 
AJC members and their chapters have a strong and abid'lng interest 
in international work, yet too seldom find a meaningful handle to 
participate in our efforts. To a limited extent, there are some 
ties that have already developed between southern and southwestern 
chapters and Mexico and Central America. Much more can be done 
throughout the country on a continuing basis. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLiCATJONS 

Greater attention must be p~~d , i~finding appropriate means for 
conveying the signi flcant ·intern:ational "°rk in which IRO is 
engaged to relevant audiences. It ls also essential that the 
important and often pioneering work of AJC's overseas offices be 
given greater attention and their studies and analysis wider·. 
distribution. 

9) CHAPTERS 

A serious effort has been started to develop closer ties between 
IRD and the chapters and to create progran activities which benefit 
the larger international goals of AJC . This will continue t~ be a 
major emphasis of !RD' s work, namely, the creadon of timely and 
targetted programming that will benefit the chapters and, at the 
same time, harness the extens'ive ta.lents of AJC membership in the 
pursuit of our aims. Two examples have · already been mentioned 
-increased trav~l to ~he Soviet Un.ion and "twinning." . Other 
possibi~ities will be given serious consideration in the coming 
months. 

9702-IRD5 
1/3/86-gn 

86-550 
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JANUARY 

1 

3 

11 

12-18 

13 

21 

30-Feb. 2 

FEBRUARY 

:: 

3-March 14 

CALENDAR 

.OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

1986-1987 

(As of January 6, 1986) 

=·· 

New · Year's Day , 
Spain/Portugal accession to the European Economic c(;,n:.. 
munity 

President R~agan meets with Mexican President Miguel de la. 
Madrid, Mexicali, Mexico 

.. Ceremony· honoring the governments of Curacao, Dutch West 
Indies, and the Netherlands, ·sponsored by the Curaco 
Jewish Community, AJC, and five other national Jewish 
organizations, Curacao 

International PEN Club Meeting, New York 

Jacob Blaustein Institute Executive Council Me~ting, New 
York. ·:, 

Congress reconvenes 

AJC BOARD OF GOVERNORS INSTITUTE, Tuscon Arizona 

United Nations Human ~ights Colllllission, 
Switzerland 

Geneva, 



8-18 

9 

10 

17 

16-19 

23-March 2 

J-March 14 

< • MARCH 

1 

11 

16 

17 

17 
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Congressional Recess 

National Conference on Soviet Jewry (NCSJ) Executive 
Convnittee Meeting, New York City. 

National Conference on Soviet Jewry (NCSJ). Board of 
Governors Meeting, New York City. · · 

Washington's B~rthday 

National Jewish Community Relations Aqvisory Council 
(NJCRAC) Annual Plenum, New York City · 

40th Anniversary of the London Conference of Jewish 
Organizations, sponsored: ·by AJC and the Anglo-Jewish 
Association 

Commencement of the Soviet Communist Party Congress; 
Moscow, USSR 

UN Commission on Human Rights, 42nd Annual Session, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Congressional resolution bar.ring arms sales . to . Jordan 
expires 

Action Day for Soviet Jewry, sponsored by the Coalition to 
Free Soviet Jews and AJC, New York 

French National Legislative elections 

STEERING COMMITTEE OF THE COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS (10 am - 1~:30 p~) 

AJC BOARD OF GOVERNORS 



19-21 

* 18-April 3 

18 

* 26-27 

2p-April 7 (noon) 

? . .. ··: 

? 

APRIL 

1-14 
# ... "1 :.; · ... ~ 

6-8 

9-11 

* 10-21 

15-May 27 

.. .. ; . .! 
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Joint Coll oqui.um on Mfoor1ty Rights under Interr,:tational 
and Soviet Law (Ri.ght to Leave).,. ·~ sponsored by AJC and ,· .. 
Institute Furostrecht, University of Cologne; . Bonn, West 
Germany 

Overseas Ml ss f.on of Lat in American Conference on Soviet 
Jewry 

Pre~ident ·Reagan· "meets w.i th Canadian ·Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney, Washington D.C. 

: , . . 

Second Annual Steer.ing Committee Mission to Washington, 
D.C. . : ·· 

Congressional R~cess . . ·.. , .. ~ ·.,' . :' 

Mil<hall Gorbachev's intended visit ' to Italy 
• t • •. r-i:: . . : : . "~ . . . : ,/ 

Conference of the Federation· of Jewish Convnunities of 
Centrctl Amer .i.ca and Pandiila (FEOECO)';· Pandma ! : -'. · · ' · 

:; 

Preparatory Meeting of the Experts' Meeting on Human 
C.on~acts , .,mandated ~Y t _he Madrid Review Conference of the 
Helzi.'nkj ;'finai. Act; .·Berne·:, . SwHz¢.rland · · 

.· .. .. 

America-Israel Public Affairs Comm.it tee (AIPAC) Annual 

. ; 

Po llcy Conference, Wa:?h.ington D. C ·:,, .: 

Amerlcan Society for Internati.orial Law Annual Meetfng, 
Washington, D.C. 

• • j • 

AJC Overseas Mission 

Experts' Meetlng on Human Contacts, Berne, Switzerland 

19 ·, ';·. SOth . Anniversary of the outbreak' of 'the Kishinev pogrom 

·20 European Council of Jewish Community Services, Geneva, .. sw.ltzer land · ' ' · , ., 
* Tentative dates 



... 

24-25 

30-31 

MAY 

4 

6 

14 

14 

14-18 

23-28 (noon) 

26 
. . 

29-June 1 

JUNE 

13-14 

22 

28-July 7 

? 

-4-

Passover 

Passover ·. 

So Lldarlty Sunday for . Soviet Je,"ry, New York City 

Holocdu~t Memor Jal pay 

Israel Independence Day 

AJC BOARD OF GOVERNORS, Washlngton," D·.c. ..· 

80th Anniversdry Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C. 

Congressi~nal Recess 

Memorial Day 

Bi-annual .Latin American Conference on Soviet Jewry, 
Buenos Aires, ArgentJna 

Shavuot 

~5th Anniversdry of Nazj invasion of the Soviet Union 

Congressional recess 

National ~ewi sh Community Relations Adv.lsory Council 
(NJC~AC) Executive Committee and Commission Meetings, New 
York Clty 

Reagan-Gorbachev Summit Meeting, . Washington, D.C . · 

• • • • J 



.. 4 ~ -

JULY 

4 

5-20 

AUGUST 

13 

11-Sept. 5 

16-Sept. 8 

SEPTEMBER 

1 

16 

23-0~tober ~· 

29-30 

OCTOBER 

4-5 . . 

13 

18-19 
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Independence ' Day 

US/USSR Goodwill Games, initiated by Ted .. Turner, Moscow 

25th anniversary of Soviet c.onst.rtictfon of the BerTin 
Wall. 

UN Subcommislson on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of ·Minorities, 3?to . Ann~~i Session, Geneva,
Switzerland . . 

C~ngre~sional recess 
" 

Labor 

41 st Session of the United N~·t.ions General Assembly 
commences 

: . . -. ' . : 

Preparatory Meeting for the Review Conference . of the 
·Helsinki · Ftnal Act, .mandated by .the Madrid Review Con
ference, Vienna, Austrla 

45th Anniversary .of the massacre ,of: 34,000 Jews at Bab~.: 
Var, Kiev, USSR 

· Rosh Hashanah 

Yom Kippur 

Sukkot 



23-25 

25 

25 

30-Nov 2 

NOVEMBER 

4 

4 

11-16 

27-28 . . 

DECEMBER 

* 9 

10 

25 

*Tentative date 
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Latin American Studies Association Annual Meeti~g, Boston 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres yields power to Yitzhak ~hamir 
under the labor/Likud Coal.ltion Agreement, Jerus.alem 

Sukkot 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, Seattle, Washington 

Election Day 
435 House seats, 34 Senate seats and 36 governorships 
open. 

Vienna Review Conference of the Helsinki Final A'c~~ 
Vlenna,'Austria. No closing date set. 

Annual General Assembly of the Council of Jewish federa- . 
tions (CJF), Chicago 

T~an.k sg 1 vi ng 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) Annual 
Meeting, New York 

International Human Rights Day 

Christmas 

Prepared by Susan Rothblatt 

9737-IRD(S) 
1 /7 /86- og 

86-550 
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ItUERNA TIQNAL RELA HONS QEPARTMENT · 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

I STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

The American Jewish Committee was founded I.n .1906 in response to 
the brutal pogroms Jn Kishinev dnd else~her~ -in T~artst Russia • . Since 
that time, AJC has maf.ntdined as lts centr!lL purpos.e the protecpon of 
Jews dround the world. In thls pursuit; lt has become·.d slgiilflc·ant and . 
respected fdctor on the lnterndt.ional scene. 

·.. . . . 

The goal~ of th~ Internation~l Reldti~ns Depdrtment today fall 
into five prii:tc.lpal categories: 

a) Streng then lng the securt ty s inter-
preting its concerns n ates dnd elsewhere, and 
seek.Ing to contrt.bute . to the. domesti.c quality of life, 
pd rt lcul ~rly in the s ·pher·e ·of inter dnd i.ntrd-group rela
tlons; 

b) Combatt .ing of anti-Semi.tlsm and protectlor\ of endangered and 
~therwis~ vulnerable Jewish communiiies, · including those in 
the Soviet Union, the Hlddle Edst Cind North ·Africa, Ethiopia, 
and South. Africa; 

c) Enhdncement pf the quality of Jewish llfe, pd°rticul"arly ln 
smaller communi tles in ·central ~nd South Amer lea, dnd Europe; 

d) Promot.io.n of international human rights standards and adher
~lncl uding i fous tolerance the rlg~t to leave, ~n 
rt2hts educat.!:.on, and res c . or civil and po~ l~l rights; · 

e) Pursult of Inter-rel lglous · dialogue, especi.ally wlth the 
Vat lean and the h l.erarchi es of the Catholic Chuf".ches in 
Europe, Central and South America, Africa dnd Asia. . . . 

II METHODS OF OPERATION 

With a lay Commiss.lon on Internct,tional Relations ddvising on 
policy direction,. dnd a full-time professional staff of d dozen speclal-
1 sts .l:n lnternat .i.onal affairs, located at AJC'.s New York heddqudrters 
dnd Jn offices ln . Jer.usalem, Mexlco City and PariS, together wlth a 
string or' correspondents. ln .. se.verdl 'k'ey countries," the International 
Relations · Departnie.nt pursues· th.ese flve goals thr.ough: l) close contdct 
with ind! vi9ua l Jewi.sh commun J.~ Les ar.ol:'nd the" world; ii) fcict-finding 
missions; .Lli) regular contact with ' foreigil government offlcials, 
including d.tplomats stat.toned in the United States and .in Unl.ted Nations 
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clgenc f es; t v) pr.eparat ion of bdckground stud.l,es dnd analyses;· v) 
· sponsor.sh t p of symposia, colloqul.a and conferences both in the U. S . and,' 
overseas; v 1) frequent communication wl th U .• S. government offtclals; 
vl .l) ·codlltlons, when appropriate, wlth o'ther· orgdnhatlons; and ' vUL) 
press .conferences, b~ckground lnformation for the mass ~edta,- publlc : .. 
statements and other means of publlc educatlon dnd lnterpr~tat.l~n . . , .. . ., . 

IH . MaJm:;, Act I vi t les (Jan'uary-NnvemhPr 1985)+ 
.:· .. · . 

. a) ISRAEL AND THE MIOOLE .EAST 

+NOTE: 

i.) Conferences and Sympos.la 

* 

* 

* ' 

Consul tat ion on "Censor.ship ln a Democratic Society :·.
- - A Cas~. Study: Israel," Jerusalem, January 1985 . 11 

. . 
Conference. on ... The Dhlmml'' (Jews and · Christians · th 
Isldlnt.c lands), "New York, Aprll 1985 

" C~nference on "The ChtlsiJan P~esence ln the Jewlsh · 
Stdte," · Jerusal¢m, .March 1985 · 

* "Conference on "AshkenClzl-Sephardf. Relations~" · New · 
York, Ju~e 1985 

* Co-sponsorship of conf~rence on Syrian Je~ry~ Paris, 
. May 1985 

i.i) Publications 

* 

* 

* 

* · 

Israel Press Highlights (weekly) 

. Tefutsot 'Israel (qudrterl_y in Hebrew· on Diaspora 
c9f111llun l ties ) · · . 

An Update on Israel's· Economic Recovery He~sures 
and U.S. Aid to Israei, January 1985 

Growing PoHt.lcal. Leade.rshlp Roles of Sephardi 
Jews in Israel, f~br~dry 1985 

Mi.ddle East Pedce Efforts, March 1985 

It· should be· emphasized that virtually every activlty of the 
International Relations Department bears directly or in- . 
dlre~t'ly on a concern for issues affecting Israel's domestfo · 
or .international situation. Add.ltionally, the reader will 
note other. overlap in the actlyltles Usted below a:? a program 
m~y . seek to address more than one"goal. 

' , . . 

. . 
' ' I ' ..... 

:. ' .,, .·. 

. . • ' : __ : . 
. ! 

. ' . . ~ : 

.. 
" 

I . .. 
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* Jews in . Yemen, Hdr:-ch _1985 

* Vdt.ican-Isrdei i Rel at ions Affected by Islamic 
Fdnatics, April 1985 

* 

* 

* 

* 

The Kidndpping of Lebanese. Jewish Leaders, Apr! l 1985 

Upddte on Seven Kidndpped Lebanese Jewish Ledders, 
Octobei:- 1985 

The -PLO Terrorist Attdck ln Cyprus · arid lsrael •_s 
Response, October 1985 

. Syria--· The Big Quest1on Mark in the Middle 
Edst, November 1985 

iii) Diplomatk And Other· Initi<-Jtlves · 

* 

. * 

* 

* 

. . 
Meetings with Vdtican dnd other Cdthollc Church 
0 ff l c la I. s concern .~ ng the establ lshment of di plomatlc 
relations between the Vatican and Israe.l, February 
and October 1985; 

Contdct with the Amer.icdn, British, French, Itdllall,] 
Japanese, L,.ebanes_e, Span msh and Syrian governments , '. · 

. anct ot.her · efforts," In behdlf of seven kidnapped 
Lebant>se Jews~ Aprl.l 1985 - present; . 

Meet.ings wi.th the · foreign mjnlsters of France, Sweden] 
and West Germany concerning, among other -key issues, 
"Zionism ls racism" and anti-Jewtsh rh~torlc at the 
U.N., September 1985; · · · -

Ongoing communicat.ion wl th the TuniSldn and U.S. I 
. g_overnment·s ~nd ttie J~w~. sh CO(Ml~ . .m.lt Les in· ~oth France 
and Tun.isld ln the wake of the murder of four 
Tunisian Jews on Simhat Torah, 1985, clnd other 
ant t-Se.m.lt le man.i festations. - . · . . 

iv) Ongolng Work 

* Contdct with Israeli government offl~ldls in Israel , 
New York, Washington, the UnJ. ted Nations, Paris, 
Mexico City and elsew~ere, and with U.S. Admin.i
stration pollcy-~akers; 

* In Israel , the AJC ·Off lee s_erves as an. important 
resource for Israeli gov~tnment offi~ials, the press, 
academlcs, 1mmt grants, Christlans and hon-Israel f 
visitors, and fs actlvely involved in seeking to 
reduce inter-g_roup tens.ion - and promote gre~ter 
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to.lerdnce and underst.and1.ng among .dll segments of 
Isra~l's heterogeneous population; 

* Coo rd lndtlon with the AjC · Washington Office dnd 
chdpters concerning legtslat.lve ll'\Ltl.atlves affectin·g 
Israel, such. dS the foreign aid packdg·e arld proposed 

. arms Sdles to Arab states; 

* Consul tat.ions · and · co.l loqula wl th American, Israel l 
and ot~er academicians and regional specialists to 
assess Hi.ddle East developments dnd help formulate 
policy recommendations; 

* Communlcatlons · with tt\e Ndt.lona~ Jewl.sh Community 
Relations Advisory Council, America-Israel Public 
Affdlrs Committee and other ndtlonal agencies on key . 
issues. · 

b) THE SOVIET. UNION ANO EASTERN EUROPE 

1)· Publ .tcations 

• 

* Sqvlet Jewry: an Overview, March 1985 

* Cri.s.ls in Soviet Jewry: A Call to Involvement, Aprll 1985 

* Gorbclchev ln Par ls: Importan~ .. Days in the Struggle for 
Soviet Jews, November 1985 

i l) Olplomatic And Other Inltlatives 

* At every meetJng with a foreign g9vernment official either 
overseds or tn Was~ington or New York, the Ls~ue of Soviet 
Jewry - - emtgrdt ion' cul tura.l and rel l.gious repression' 
ant.i-Semltlsm, the prisoners of consclence --is raised • . In 
1985 alone, AJC's concerns were voiced ·to representatives 

lof Argentina, Brdzll, Costa Ried, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Netherldnds, Panama, Pe~u, Romania, Spain, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, West Germany, Yugoslavia; 

* In add.ft ion, AJC chapters have been encourag~ to estab
l.lsh contact with foreign con~uldr offlclals and to pres.s 
the Issue of Soviet Jewry, tog~ther wlth concerns dbout 
the , MJddle East, "Zionism is· raclsm" dnd Nairobi. A 
h,dl f-dozen, Chdpters met wlth diplomdtS from several West 
European and Lat in Amer lean nations to discuss ~hese 
topics; 

* AJC. helped conceptuall.ze dnd ln:iplement an "action day" in 
Washington, O.C., sponsored by the National Conference on 
Sov let Jewry, wl th whom we work closely on all matters.· · 

. : 
.. ,, 
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dffecting Sovlet Jewry, dur1.ng whlch meetings were held 
with -~en.Lor diplomats of approximately twent;y foreign 
embassies, Washington, O.C., January 1985~ 

f AJC sponsored, together wl th th.e Coalition to Free Sov.iet 
Jews, a . similar "action _day" ln New York during which 
meetings were held with .two dozen U. N. misslon or, consular 
officl.als, as well. as U. N. Secretar.ldt personnel, Aprll 
1985. 

·u t) ~UssJons 

· *. · A ten-member delegatlor:i of lay and staff members vlsited 
Hungc1ry and met .w.lth government of~iCial~, representdtfves 
of the J~wl sh commu1llty, church leaders, ·and the U.S. 
ambassador, February 1985 . Tne principal Jssues discussed 
included: bi later.al rel at.Lons with Israel, Soviet Jewry, 
U.S •. -Hungar:ian rel at ions, the Budapest Cultural Forum, dnd 
the Hungarian Jewish community; 

* The Intern at Iona! Relations Departine11t d~~isted the 
Chicago Chapter in ·.tts pl dnning of a m.lsslon ·to the Soviet 
Union In November 1985, and f s working with .other chdpters 
to encourage· such travel. At the same t.lme, 1 t hds begun 
tJle planning .of cl ltMdership mission to .the Soviet Union~ 
scheduled for Apr Ll 1986. 

iv) Ongoi(lg Work 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Part .le lpat.lon .ln the International Council of the World 
Conference on. Soviet 'Jewry;, 

Cooper~tion with the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, 
ttle Nat~onal Jewi.sh Community .Relations Advisory Council, 
t.he Coa Ji t ion to free Sov.tet Jews dnd the !Sraell govern
ment ~n - behalf of joint efforts for So~iet Jewry; 

. . 

In vol vem~nt .in di scussloris . qn 'po lit lcal and diplomatic 
strategies on a regular basis w.lth other member agencies 
of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry; 

Regular cont<)ct w.lth the Jewlsh communltf.es of Eastern 
Europe, including a press ·conference for Romanian Chief ·• 
Rabbi . .Rose~ in New York, November 1985; · 

Meeting~ with .\dm.lnlstratlon officials, includl.ng State 
Department . ~nd National Security Council senior stdff 
members; · 

. . 

Partlcip~t.lon in two major advertlsements on Soviet Jewry 
in the Washington Post, March dnd November 1985; 
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* Concerning E~stern Europe, regular meetfngs with diplo
mats dnd other .government officials from Hungary, Romania 
dnd Yugoslav id in Washington, · D.C. dnd · New York. The 
goals of these ' meetings include: ·strengthening of 
blldteral relattons with Israel; interpretdtion of the 
Sov let Jewry issue; re-enforcement of the · posit·ion of the 
indigenous Jewish population; bllateral .. relations. wlth the 

· U.S., tncludi.ng the fssue of mo 'st-fdvored-nat.lon trdde 
status; an~ refutation of· the "Zionism is Rdcism11

• canard. 

vi) Annual Meeting 

* An off-the-record sesslon at the 1985 Annual meeting was 
devoted to examln i ng strategies for addre·ssing the plight 
of Soviet Jewry. Th·e speakers incfuded a senior Stdte 
oe·p~rtment officl.al and the ed.ltor o~ Foreign Affdirs (and 
a former Natlondl Security Council ·stdff ·member). . 

c) WESTERN EUROPE 

i) PublJcatlons 

* 

* 

* 

* 

The Jewish Commun.tty ln West Cennany, January 1985 

Jews l.r\ Western Europe: ·An Update, Hay 1985 

Italy and Israel, October 1985 

Spain/Israel Relations, November 1985 

li) Diplomatic And Other InltlatJves 

* In response to President Reagan's Intention to vlslt the 
German military cemeteri in Bt.tburg in May, which included 
the grav.es of memb~rs of the S.S'., there ensued conslder
ab le cont·act wl th t'he White HO':JSe, · including a meeting 
~1th . President Reagan, Donald Regan and Michael Deaver, 
other senlor American offlcials and top leaders in Bonn ln 
an effort to reverse the ·Preslden t' s decision and to 
propose, instedd, more appropriate alternative sltes; 

* ' Meetings were held wl th the French and West German foreign 
ministers t .o discuss the Middle East, Soviet Jewry, the 
United Nations and the Nalrobt Conference, September 
1985; 

* Meetings were held with the Italian ambassddor to .the 
United States after the Achille Lauro affair, and with 
Spanish officials concerning diplomatic reco~nitlon of 
·rsrael, 06tober 1985; 
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* · Contact . was estabHshed with the European Economic 
Community, NATO North Atlantic Assembly, and the regional 

· human rights institutions located in Strasbourg, France, 
primarily to pursue the issue of Soviet Jewry and other 
ht.man rights questions. 

iii) Missions 

* An AJC delegation visited Spain and met with government 
and parliamentary leaders, and Christian and Jewish 
representatives, as well . as the ambassador of the U. S. The 
principal agenda items were: diplomatic recognition of 
Israel; human rights, including Soviet Jewry; Christian
Jewish dialogue and understanding; and . international 
terror~sm, February 1965; 

* An AJC delegation visited Italy and met with ·three members 
·of the Italian Cabinet, inc.luding the foreign and defense 
ministers, leaders of the Jewish COfTlmunity, and Israeli 
and American diplomats, and had a private audience with 
Pope John Paul II, February 1985. The principal agenda 
items with the Italians included: Italy's relations with 
the Arab world and Israel, Soviet Jewry, Italian-American 
relations, and international terrorism. In the·· case 9f 
the Pope, the · point~ raised were: Vatican diplomatic· 
recogni tlon of Israel, Vat lean Council II and Hos tr a 
Aetate, African famine, and international hunan rights. 

iv) Ongoing Work 

* 

* 

* 

Regular · contact with indivl<iual West European Jewish 
comrnunltles, the European Council of Jewish· Community 
Servi9es· ahd other keY. organizations; 

Close com111unication ~ith the French Jewish cOm111unity, West 
Europe's largest and most dynamic, via AJC's Paris OffiGe, 
visits of AJC's leaders to France,and meetings with French 
Jewish leaders travelling in the U.S.; 

Meetings with State Department officlals responsible for 
Western Europe; 

·Encouragement of chapter meetings with West European 
consular officials. 

v) Annual Meeting 

* A pr incl pal focus of the 1985 Annual Meeting was an 
examination of the condition of West European Jewry and 
pro~rammatic 1mplications for AJC. The leaders of the 
Italian and SpaQish Jewish communit.ies and the president 

' . 
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pf the Alliance Israelite Unlverselle were the featured 
guests. 

d) SOUTH AFRICA 

i) Publ f.cdtions 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

AJC Policy on South Africa, Mdrch 1985 

Israel and South Africa, April 1985 

The Jewish Community of South Africd, May 1985 

AJC Statement on South Africa, Hdy 1985 

Medfa Myths: Fallacles about Isrdel's Tles ~1th South 
Africa, November 1985 

ll) Mlsslons 

* Ten-day leddershi p misslon to Johcmnesburg, Pretorld, 
Cap~town and .Durban. Meetings with government offlcials, 
lncludtng two Cabinet mlnlsters; ledders of the Jewish 
commun.lty; representatlves of the blaclc, colored and AsJan ·. 
communitles; officials of the Natlondl and Progressive 
Federal Parties; ·the American dmbtJSSddor and Israeli 
chdrge d'affai.res; members of the dcddemlc, buslness, 
church and ci.vll rfghts sectors; October . 1985. The 
prlnclpdl goals of the trip were: demqnstrdtlon of 
sol idar 1 ty with. the Jewish commun l ty; lnformdtlon-gather
f.ng ~bout the country's current turbule~1t sltuat.lon; and 
an effort to seek to Influence declslon-maklng figures to 
move more rapJ.dly ln the dlrectJ.on of democrdt.lc, non-
v to lent change, incl udf Qg the complete elimination of 
apartheid _and the introduction of genuine power-sharing •. 

llt) Ongoing Work 

* Close con tdc t w1 th the South African Jewish Board of. 
OE'!puties; 

* Meet.I ngs wt th senior State Oepdrtment dnd congr.essional 
officials; 

* Meet.logs ·wt th South African Jewish personal.ltles travel
lJ.ng in the U.S. 
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e) LATIN AMERICA 

.l) Conferences and Symposia 

. . 
* Commemoration of the twentieth annlversary of the Second 

Vat.lean Counci.l' s Nost.ra Aetate, .ln cooperat.lon wlth the 
Committee of Relations b~tween Churches and Synagogues, 
Caracas., Venezuela, October · 1985; 

* Pan-Amer lean Conference on Nostra Aetate and Cathollc
Jewi.sh Relations, co-sponsored with the National Con
ference of Brazilian· Catholic Bi.shops dnd with the 
part lei pat j.on of the Lat.in American Col')ference· of Catholic 
Bishops, Sao Paulo, Brazil, NovE'fllber 1985 • 

. ii) Publications 

* Bib Llography on Argent lne Jewry (Vol. [[ 1), 1 n cooper at.ion 
with the Argentine Jewish Documentation Center, June 1985 
(fn Spanish) · ·· 

·* Oral Htstori.es of ·Jewish 
1985 In. Spanish 

* Report on the .Earthquak<'! i.n Mexico~ ·October 1985 

* Central America: ~ Bac.kgrounder, November 1985 

lli) Diplomatic and Other Inltlat.lves 

* .. · Meetings with the Costa Rican, ·cuatemal<sn, ·Pandmanian _and 
Venezuelan ambassadors to the United Nations, New York, 
Septe1nber 1985. Principal issues discussed: the currer1t 
poll t I.cal and economic sf.tucltlon in Central America; the · 
Con tadora P.rocess; "Zionism is racism" in the tenth year 
slnce its passa~e; anti-Semitic rhetoric at the United 
Nations; bilateral reiations wlth Israel; and Soviet 
Jewry; 

* Meet.ings with key poll t lcal f.lgures in several Central and 
South Amerlcan countries as part. of the particularly close 
rel at.lonship of AJC' s Central and South Arilerlcan Offices 
wlth .leading public officlals in Argentina, Brazll, 
Mex i.co, Uruguay, Venezuela and other Latln American 
countries; 

* In · response to the devastating earthquake in Mexico, the 
Mexico office w4s heavlly lnvolved in assessing the damage 
to the Jewlsh commun.lty and offerf~g -Its asst.stance to the 
Mex.lean government. In addltlon, the New York staff were 
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in close contd~ t wl th the State Department and with 
volunteer ham operdtors and served ds a clearinghouse for 
lnfonnation about the Mexican Jewish community for anxious 
relat'ives dnd friends fo the U.S. Flnally, worktng closely 
.w.i th the Houston Chapter, two ldy l.eaders of thdt chdpter 
were. asked to fly to Mexico Ct ty shortly dfter the 

. ea~thq~'~e to ~st~blish direct contact with the Jewish 
commun f.ty. 'and to make a needs assessment. One of the 
travellers was a doctor, thus pennitti.ng an evaluation 
of the n1edic~_l .sltuat.\on. ~eptember .- Oc_tob_er ·1985; 

As a result of very .close contact with the Cuban govern
ment, t .he State DeP.artment and the s1Mll Cuban Jewish 
.community during 1985 to monltor conditions on the tsland 
natton, progress was made in ·enhancing the quality of 
Jewl.sh l l f e with respect to Spanish - speaking rabbis, 
Jewl sh rel i .gio.us freedom-, emigrat.lon and grea~er contdct 
with co~rellg1onlsts ou~side Cuba. 

lv) Ongot.ng Work .. ' 

* 

•· 

Close contdct wlth the Jewf.sl) c<;>mmunities in every Central 
and South American country; 

Regular co.mmunlcation with .. the Stdte Depdrtment, with'. 
Israeli Embdssy officials stationed in Latin Amerfca, and 
wlth major public figures, l.ncludfng political; academic, 
and reli9ious personalities, and the media; 

* Staffing of the Lat'ln American · Conference on Soviet 
Jewry; 

* Dlstributlon of AJC pr'ogrdlllmatic : materldl .s, translated 
.Int~ Spa.n.l sh, to Jewt sh comm1,Hl .l t fes throughout Latin 
Amertca; 

* The International Relations Department is responsible for 
a major Spanlsh7language media progrdffi which services both 
electron le and print med la In the. United States. ~ncJ 
thr·oughout Lat.In America wl th press releases and posltlon 
papers in Spanish. 

iv) National · Executlve Council 

* A special e.ff ort was made at the 1985 N.E.C. to further , 
strengthen the bonds between AJC, the federation of Jewish 
Communl ties of Central Amer lea and Panam·a (fEOECO), and· 
lndlv ldua l. Central Americdn Jew( sh communit les. Our . g6dl 
ls to ldenqfy ·the partfoular needs of these small 
communlt les, and ·to cont.lnue to develop appropriate AJC· 
National dnd Chapter programmattc responses. 

'"'" I t '"I 

,. 

:· 
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f) . INTERNATlONAL HUMAN HIGHS 

· i) Conferences and Symposla 

* :Colloquium on Hum~n Rights Educdtlon · in lat'in America, 
sponsored by the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the 
Advancement of Human Rlgh ts in cooperation . wt th the 
Inter-American Inst l tute of Human Rights, held ln San 
Jose, Costa Rica , July 1985. Representatlves of the 
educdtlon m.lnlstrles of a number of Latin Americdn 
countries df.scuss_ed the ' lnt~gration of humdn r-ights 
curricu.l.a into the Lr educational systems;' · · 

' . 
* · Conference on Relf gious liberty dnd Human Rights, spon-

sored by the Jacob Bl auste tn· Inst.I tute, together with 
Temple Unlvers . .lty' s Department.· of Rellglon and the Journal 
of Ecumenical Studies, Phlladelphia, November 1985. 
P~rt lc.tpa.nts from fourteen ~our:ttrles repre.sentlng five 
world religions attended • 

... 

U) Publications 

* Antl-Semltlc Rhet~rlc at the Unite.d Nat.Lons, (by Daniel 
Heron for the Jacob. Blausteln Institute), March. 1985' 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Subml ssion- to the European Parliamentc1ry Co.mmiss.Ion- of 
Inquiry on the Resurgence of Fascf.5m and Racism tn Europe, 
April 1985 

Perspectlves on ·Palestlnlan . Women: Information for 
Participants ln the World Conference to Review . and 
Appraise the Achlevements of the United Nations Decade for 

· Women, 'Nairobi, Kenya, July 1985 (Note.: Botti a book:.length 
and a s~a.ry report ~re prepdred.). 

The Un l ted .Natio~s Women' .s Deqade C.o~ference cit Ndlrobt, 
July 1985: A Note on the Ztonlsm-Raclsm dnd Palestinian 
Women Issues, September 1985 

A Dismal. Annlversary: A Decade. of the UN is ''Zlonism 'Equals 
Racism" Resolution , 1975-1985, November 1985 

With .a_sslstance from the Jacob Blaustein Instltute, Joshua 
Rubenstein was ab.le to prepdre d · revl s_ed and updated 
edition of his book, Sovlet Dtssldents (Boston: Beacon 

· Pres~j . · · 
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ll i) Hlsslons ... , . 

* Assistance in the bl'lefing and. prepdration of . material for 
the 23-person AJC delegation thdt attended the Non-Govern
mental Forum of the Nairobi ·Conference on ·Women; . July 
1985. .. 

iv) Oip.lomatlc and Other Inltiat.tves 

* Particf.pdtion · ln the · dtscusstons · dnd pldnning of the 
non-governmental organ i za t.lons in preparat.lon for the 
Natrobl Conference, Spring and Summer 1985; 

•. . . £ . • ~ . • 

* Oi strlbut.lon of the study on Palest.inian ·wome!"l (see dbove) 
to members o ·f official delegations to Nairobi from the 
United State~, Canada, Israel an~ numer.ous other non
communlst countries, Spring dnd Summer. 1985; "· 

' . 
* Briefing of members of the Amer.ican official delegatlon to 

Natrobl; 

* Propo.sal for .in annual Interndtlonal Day of ReHgious 
Lfber'ty at the Un.lted Nations, which has been ·dpproved by 
the co~mlttee of . non-goverrlmentdl religious organization~ 
and wl.ll now be subm.lt ted to the Un lted Ndt to·ns mi.ssions; 

• Pursuit of the case . of Sov.iet Jewi.sh ·Prisoner of Con
~c lence Iosef Begun through UNESCO's Committee on Conven
tlons · and Recommendations f.n Paris. 

·v) ·Ongoing Work 
; " 

• Regu.lar contact with officials of the United Nat.tons 
Se.cretarf.at, United Nations Human Rights Center, and 
var·ious U.-N. miss.tons, as well as U.S • . human rights 
officials; 

• Consultat.lon with non-governmental organizations in the 
fleld of human rJghts ·and. leading . acdd~ic and legal 
personalities tn the field; 

• Monitorlng of events dt the ·U.N. Human Rlghts .Commission, 
the Sub-Commission Oi:1 the Prevention of Oiscrlminatlon and 
Protect ion of Mlnorlt ies, the General Assembly, and 
relevant special lzed comml ttees, conferences dnd 
divls.fons; 
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* Sponsorship of ongoing studies on a number of topics, 
lncludl.hg genocide, the right to ledve, .r ,eliglon and human 
rights, rel tgious lnto.lerdnce, and the role · of non-govern
mentc)l organizat i ons, as ~l l as . Pu~llcd~~on ~f a . col.lege·-
levet human rights re~der; · · 

* Staffing of the Jacob Blaustein Instltute for the Advance
ment of Human Rights. 

g) OTHER MAJOR ACTIVITIES 

* 

*' 

In Apr.i l, the Steering Committee of the Commission on 
Internat Iona l · Rel at tons, together w.lth ·membe.rs of · the 
Washington AJC chdpter, undertook a· two-day mission to 
WdshJngton to discuss with senior · AdminJ.stration, 
congress.tonal and dlpl.omdt le of flclals some of the 
principal lssues on . the international agendd of the 
American Jewish Committee, which include ~rospects for. 
pea·ce ln the Hl.ddle ·East, Soviet J~wry, South Africa, 
Ethlopla and, at the time, the Bltburg controversy; . · 

Conc·ern i ng the famine f.n Ethlopid dnd elsewhere in 
sub-Saharan Africd, the Internatlon.al Relations Depdrtment 

·durf.ng 1985 WdS engaged · in a four-pronged ef.fort: l) to '. 
assist ln fund-raising efforts. for emergency rel.ief needs, 
l l) to sustain public consciousness through education and 
lnterpretdtlbn, ill) to encourage the u.s; govern~ent to 
continue to make aval.lable its maxi.mum resou~ces, dnd lv) 
to work closely ·with the Amerlcan Jewish Joint Dlstrl
butfon Committee, Cdtholic Relief Services dnd Church 
World Service, as was done during, for example, the "boat 
people" cri.sls ln Indochtna, to define a long-tenn 
development st.rdtegy, .including ttle use of Israeli 
expertise~ i.e. the Jdcob Blaustein Ins~lttit' for Desert 
Research, in arid-zone dgrt.cul ture, desert hydrology, etc, 
in dffected African countr Les. 

IV ·TIME ALLOCATION TO MAJOR ACTIVITIES 

Whlle lt would be impossible to p.inpolnt wlth mathematical 
dccurdcy · the proport.lon of st.dff t lme devoted to each of .. the subject 
areas l lsted above, an esti.mcste would suggest the fo,llowlng: 

Israel dnd the ·Middle East 

Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 15«AI 

Western Europe 1oi 

South Africa 
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THE AMERICAN J.EWISH COMMITTEE 

date Pecember 13, 1985 

to Leo Nevas 

from David Harri~ 

subject Additional International Relations Programming 

Pursuant to yesterday's discussion, I would offer a few ideas of additional 
programs and directions worth considering: · 

(1) Travel to the U.S.S.R. - · Using the theme of our 80th Anniversary year, 
I would like to see the sending of one chapter mission per month to the Soviet 
Union, that is, to identify 8-10 chapters each .prepared to organize a small group 
to visit th~ U.S.S.R.; in some cases possibly including .Kishinev, and to stagger 
the visits over the course .of the 1986-87 year. Detroit, Denver, Nashville and 
Atlanta are already interested in considering ~ravel, and Chicago and Philadelphia 
have recently arranged missions. Not only would such a program again serve to re
affinn our original purpose, but also 'it would have significance for Soviet Jews 
and develop a large cadre of AJC members interested and experienced in the key 
overseas issue, apart from Israel, likely to be facing us for years, if not 
decades, to come~ 

(2) Twinning - As a reaffinnation of our commitment to the well-being of Jewish 
cormm.mities around the world, I would propose a pilot project, to be annot.mced at . 
the 80th ~versary Meeting in Washington in May, to twin two or three A.JC chapters 
with smaller, perhaps even declining or threatened, Jewisp corranunities overseas. 
The basic premises .for such an initiative are: 1) There exist a ntnnber of overseas 
Jewish cornmtmities whose populations are already small and dwindling and who do not 
have the resources and facilities to maintain an active conmrunal life. Some of them 
have little outside contact, other than the ocassional mission or consultant that 
may pass through; 2) AJC members and t~eir chapters have a strong and abiding 
interest in international work, yet too seldom find a meaningful handle to partici
pate in our efforts. 

I have broached this idea infonnally, · on the one hand, with Harold Applebaum 
and Jacob Kovadloff both of whom see potential for an important contribution by 
AJC, and, on the other hand, with a few chapter staff who are interested in learning 
more. 

I . should stress that I, for one, do not envision major expenditures of money by 
the chapter in its adopted conmrunity's behalf, but do see a,n effort to organize 
regular visits of members or, eventually, possibly involving a youth exchange,_ the 
sending of materials and books, etc. All of this would be done in_ close cooperation 
with IRD to avoid the creation of independent foreign-policy making centers in in
dividual chapt~rs. 

• .• more . 



.. 
\.'.) 

Me~ to Leo Nev.as - Page 2 December 13, 1985 

(3) · Publication - Although A.JC does significant work in the field of inter
national relations, one of our major difficulties has been communicating the 
breadth and depth of our work .to a larger audience who, though interested in 
foreign policy issues, remains largely unaware of our work. At the same time, 
there is also lacking among the publicatioil.$ of· Jewish organizations and in 
Jewish periodicals, any serious, in-depth regu1ar survey of the condition of 
Jews the world over, or examination .of the larger issues which have inunediate 
bearing on Jewish-related concerns. 

~fare Tanenbaum and I have been discussing how we could start on a modest 
scale a regular newsletter, to appear, say, quarterly. It would, however, differ 
from other newsletters in not simply seeking to be a .self-promotional piece but an 
interesting, engaging and timely public.at.ion that would further strengthen and 
tmderscore AJC's central position as the pre-eminent American Jewish agency in 
the field of international affairs. 

(4) Asia and the Pacific - Major new opportmities are opening up to us in this 
increasingly vital region of the world. · We have been approached by the Australian 
Jewish comrrn..mity to conduct some joint prograrmni.ng, for example, and there is 
growing interest in possibilities with Qiina and Japan. The San Francisco and 
Los Angeles Chapters are anxious to participate in a major new progranmatic thrust 
in the region, but before we are able to tmdertake such an effort we need to recog
nize the additional strain it will place on staff time and resources. In fact, I 
would go even further to suggest that, in a better budgetary period, IRD shoulQ. have 
a professional staff person whose major area of resP<>nsibility is Africa and Asia. 
At the moment, we cannot adequately cover these areas, which represents a serious 
gap in our coverage .and progrannning. 

(5) Correspondents - While we d.o a good job of monitoring events around the world, 
we could be doing much more. A· string of AJC "stringers" in key cotmtries would 
add a great deal to : 1) our ability to monitor events as they happen and not 
after the fact, 2) our relationship with the Jewish comrrn..mal structure, and 
3) our ability to have a person "on the spot" for appropriate planning, inter
ventions, etc. As I see it, we would pay a nominal fee (perhaps as little as 
$100 per month) for this kind of reporting and presence. 

(6) Foreign Diplomats - A major area of international activity in this cotmtry 
that is begging to be addressed, and that we have only now begun to turn our attention 
to in a serious, if ~dest, way, is with regard to foreign diplomats stationed in 
the U.S., either at embassies, consulates or U.N. missions. The potential for 
major programming is quite considerable, but will, of necessity, be limited because 
of the shortage of staff time and resources, notwithstanding the best intentions 
of a core of lay people who have expressed serious interest in the project." 

(7) Israel - The possibilities are almost limitless in this area with respect to: 
a) Israel •·s interpretation i.il the U.S., U.N. and overseas, b) the quality of 
Israel's inter. and intra-group relations, and c) the support we can make for 
increasing .American business interests in Israel. 

. .. more 
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These are but a few of the ideas that occur on the spur of .the :mpment. I am 
sure that further consideration of the matter, and consult~tion with th~ other 
members of the Department, would produce a ntnnber of additional progranuning 
ideas in ~uch areas as Catholic-Jewish relations, internatiqnal terrorism, inter-

.national human rights, joint programming with overseas Jewish and other organ- . 
izations, etc. .In other words, in a sense we are becoming victims of our own 
success. As we have broadened and deepened the work of the Department in the 
last two years, there are inevitably additional opportunities, not to speak of 
expectations, created~ How do we properly address them (especially with ad
ditional limits on budget expepditures)? E.ach of the opportunities is important, 
though; of course, some more so than others, but we cannot for long turn them 
down pefore , inevitably, it .will begin to have a negative impact on the agency's 

· image, presence and clout in overseas work. 

DH:mr 

cc 
M.H. TaneJ1baum 




