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762-8788 

January 30, ·1969 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

.- · 

We have just sent the following wire to Secretary 
Genera·1 U Thant. Use it as you please. 

·outraged by Iraqi summary trials · (3.nd .execution of 
alleged spies, Mus.lim, Christ.ian, and Jew~ we pro­
test its inhumanity _. Ident,i. fication of those ha.nged 
as Jews (see picture, front page, New. York Times, 
January 29) shows anti-S~mitib ~haracter of trial. 
Whole at.fair recalls shame of Hitler's and Stalin's 
courts. . Agree with T.imes editorial 11 Peace on the 
Scaffold." Beg your intervention with Iraqi govern- . 
ment not to continue trials and soil Near East with 
more blood .. 

Institute of Judaeo-Christian Studies: 
Msgr .. John Oesterreicner 
Sr. Rose Thering., O .P. 
Mrs. He lga Croner 
Miss Jean Rice 

'\. 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Conunittee 
Institute of Hu~an Relations 
165 $ast 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 

JMO:ja.r 

Rev. Edward Flannery 
Sr. Madeline McCarthy,RSM 

·.Miss . Josephine Casgrain 
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The Rev. Harry q. Dorman, Jr. 
· · Henr::1. Q. Fischer 

Mrs. Helen C. Hilling 
L Emmett Holt, Jr., M. D. 
Msgr. John Q. Nolan 

January 29, 1969 

J. B. Sunderland 

The Rev. L. Humphre)" Wah: 
Charles T. White 

· Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Committe~ 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East S6th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Hare , 

With the permission of Humphrey \\Ja l z I nm enclosinp. for your 
inforr.1ation a copy of a special delivery l etter on the Iraq 
situntion to Rabbi 13alfour Brickner. lv11ife other r:iemhers of 
the J\t.IEU hoard are not yet aware .of llumphrey 1 s l etter on bchal f 

yf New York City Preshytery ' s Near l:ast Committee, I think th'ey 
--· would concur. \\'he.th er gui 1 ty or not, the puhlic display of 

--····executions of JcHs and others must be emn.haticallv denouncecl. . , 

Your secretary, Miriam S . ·Binder has alreacly replied to my 
letter to you of January 23. I know you ar.c cxtrcr.1ely busy 
and a joint action on the inflammatory Saa<la leaflet may be 
difficult at this time . If you will send us a copy or indi­
cate where we can obtain i t , we \·fill act tmilatera lly and con­
sider joint action· later, at :your convenience . 

Sin:;/~' 
Ot1Jtltj-

' Henry Rucra'r, Jr. 
Fcumenical Liaison 

HP. Jr I Af.1N 
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The Ur.i!ed Presbyterian Cbrch ir. the U.S. A. 

· 7 WES·T 11th STREET, NEW YOR:< 11, N.EW YORK /Tr.tS?U.ON"'- WAtkins 4-562!) 

Rabbi Bcl four Ih·ickn.:::r 
Union of k:~crican Hebrew Co_;.gr.>:!gat.ior.s 
8.38 Fifth Avenue 
New 'Yo:;;k, N. Y. ·100~::. 

Dear Ra'hbi Brickner, 

January. 29, 1969 

11;1'1en, last Nove;;:bel' , you <mcl I chatted toiether as we strollei:i ai·;ay from the Jc\·:ish­
Cin·istian cii :i.ior;\.!e r,rr~n~ed b;/ Soule ~J1cl Klotz le, ~t the m: Churc;1 Center, the in­
flan:.::is.t:ory :•ii doastern e·vcnts t1':at hov.:!. since added to the forebo(li.ngs of all 
r1cace-:.ce:1( ir~~ l)ec1)lc \·:e:a.'\:! s"':::ill 1Jeyo·.r1C .. t1·i~ 110J~izc·n . 

'i11e ~ost r.Gce;:t dcvelo~:1;;;ents in Ire>.C',--the spy t1·~<!.ls, the ma'i!ner in l·:hich they :1ave 
been conc:;;;.c·;:e<l anci the nr,uscous ul~'.Jlic cxecu·..:io;-:'.;=--aJ..·e l)articularly ciishca.rte;1ing 
and the se:::se . of cle 1~:ressio:: ~me: frt~~t::::ation they a.re c~·catin~ in Ci1ristian ci rclcs 

' opens t he· 1·i«Y ~~o rc;,:e0ial i~te1·fnith action. In this rr:atter: at lez.st, · U Thant 
S!)e <.J~s foz- h;i:na;1ity . · ~\;id the Pope 1 s late.st e:xr>rcssio'1 of conce:rn r,;r,},es i}im the 
~po;:8sm~n 0£ ,,11 coascientious, lmm·1k_dgeable c~1.urch:::cn. 

If there is anytni.nz ')'OU c<L"1 · i·eco:..:-1~cncl that I ;m.g:•t c~o. <:~s Nc1·: Yor:, City PresDytct'j' 1 s 
Nefl.1' E2.st Chail';Tiar. . or in a;iy other of my limited cpjaciti~s t0 · hring :.r:".mediat·0 com­
passion . ~1cl lone-1·;-~:nge justice to bca:r upon t}~is si tu<.;tior: in <.. co.ncerted effort of 

·ch:·isti m: anc! 'Jewish A."llericans (and others, if i:;ossiblc) I si:<~l l be r.iost . .grate:Zul to 
he~r f~~or;: )'Ott. 

I thin!' t irnt for a first step .we could offer ::~,ven in · our 01-m cou;-;try for persecuted · 
})~o~l~s ii1 t?"!e 1·.1id<llc East 1:.:it~1 s~ecific initial irn_ijlc?nc~~t~ .. ~ion in i..>eha1. f. of t ~~ose 
J0\'.'S 1./ho, f0a:tful of theil· futur0, \·1is]1 to leave h·ao nror:1')'d ,,. • For the lon rrcr vie,,·, 

i. ' · 4 . • .,, 

1·; 0 could approac:1 SOlilC foundatioa--a;1d/or specifically religious treasu1·ics--to sup- · 
po::.:t 2 i1 i iwcsti_gation of the facts, factors anc imiJlications tc:1ind the inflc:.:nr.1atory 
s1~)' t1·i2.ls in ·rrao . ·l. · . . . 
You r,1~y r~i:\e1;lbcr that, in connection wi ti~ ray part in· yom· being in vi tcd to spe~k 1 ast . 
/"}n·~l at ~~e;·! York Theolo~icC). l Seiilin2.ry on "A Bibiical Basis fo:..· t~1c ~-~odcm s·.: ate of 
Isr;..el '?", Bc1~j arr1in Free.c:nar: accused ?'!'le of 11gr0i·1ing .fat on U:e Zionist payroll." I 
- ....... - 1 · ' ... , _ • L • - r-~s·1.~s of "oei· n.n: 'l°"".1.I'"'· Ci~ !:: : .. -c.'.·n 1·11-t'11 ·1..'ne s :::r.',''', or n?.vc;; · 1.. .. 1..r.c s ... :i.gn.tcs 1.. Ou] ec 1..1011 to t !H? • , "" ~.. ~ • -:; -· .• •• ~ 

a~'i)' other defimatory, b:::-ush in any enc!~avors 'yoUl~ colle.agues and mine may be called 
.in~co ifl the spi:rit of Micah 6:3. . . 

:fron you soon, I ren~ain. 

n S. C~rDons VO to thr0c othars .. ·, .... .. ... 
vol '"..rcc'i i z: t:1e ;·~c\10r:;i.~e:r c.r~ .. :l l ogue~ 
I>c2"r:~~~'d.s , ~Zlot.zle ::nd So;_ilc·. 

in-
· Sir:ce1·cly yot{~·s, 
.: (.( Ir . 

• qr~i\O L--~1 
.. ' · 1 . : 1.. · "-) ~" ~- ' Y :·i·~, ., 1' 

...,_ • • ~ '''".:. ··~-~ •1. \.44' 

Nc~r ~.:!s~ Ci .. l~irffo<~'t1 
~ .. 
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L- ~·~ : ... ~·-·· ···~ .. J 

lJ T·~1ant ~ Ser..:ret~.ry···Ge.n2r.0J. 

Ti:e U:1i te·:1 fa·:U.or. 3 . .-
\. N e.w Yo r !·: 

. t € l €pl10:H:;: ·(2 i2) $70 · ?. / :2<l 

January 28; 1969 

Th~ st.:a.ff c f t'..1e ~-:<~. t:i.c n~l Cout:d.l o·< chu1~c~~.es re~punsible fo r c-,lJ. 
!'"aa t tc;:·:~ r-=J ;)~ .t\.1(~ to t l·te l·Ii.~ dle East (,as follo;ve(~. l·Jit11 . ar1guis11 t l1e ~;t r.;. 5 3 . 
tv1· ·· ls -··1rl "'~ · .:.,··11tJ0 0'" ~· c·n· ,-·;;l.l .. , ,. ""·rl(!"l" H':'\' ·i· ,, lr. ·>q r.7p TJ" "' t to C\"rnr.:> s <:' 

... · '" · ~ (;.:. f - ...... _,.. .... "" ._ • •• • • ...., ~- - ... .. . .. ~.l... ' \.\ { .. .. -- .. t.:• ... .. 1 . c:.. • .. - ~ . c-.1 .. _ .. .. ,: - ._._, ~ :.1 

to yqu our dr.: -::?p c:.-rprcc:i . .:: ~io:1 of your ~:f:forts to press the Ir<1-'.Fd. govP.:rr:.·· 
Tl' ,,__ , t to·;~ • • '1 t l1"' 0:' ,-. •>""\T ' >"'-'' p ()r. .-. ~ .t: .,. _ 'j '.I 1" •1C. QC t'~o ri• (> 1-, t r• o-" t ' ' e ~CI' ' I"'-,,,.• .. •. r:..J. i \~: C" ... !.. >.!. '-- .._.,") ._ !. (l. l t .__.. - . L ., t";!, f, \.'".~' -;, _.._.oJ J. L,_ ~ "l. ,.') J. !.L - c;. -\.,>..J.;... ·,,t, 

an~i to <liscoura g:: ::H:.:.;:i.3 u r e.:; ~ ;lii6: 5.r!.f J.a;'l ~ sen tb1en.t and end;:i.ng_e:r 
"81"1.. 0l!" c-t-r>oo-r~ r<: . . r.: I --- r . • i ti' .. ,, .. <'I. ·,1 - h. - h->V'-" '""") 0:.r ~ ~)· 7'1" t' t , .. . "' c"- ·'· -., _ .... ..:. .. o,_ ... 4 .! l • '.l C .. . . ,.c_n"' ; c.n - d ic.n ·'- • .. .1.\:!L " C l.S;:- .o •.. ,, ";; ;:;. 

• • • • '! 

inc~~$.e . t ensions J..n t '.l-~ <l l ' ·;!:? .• . 

· ··m.lr co·,1c..:::n1 i s h :..F:-1,"'.d. t~.ri an . It e:-c1b i:~.ces all ~·:~10 h .:iv2 b~cn. 1 or 
mG::·l ~~, · at.-r~st•2cl i it con.rlec t:i~O:l ~·i it~1 tl1e current espion~ge t r i a]s i .!! Ir.?..q , 
TT~- .. .._ '°r ..... ",~ , t.:'!i ,,.. .. t t.-,.,. ·.·~·' . "'- . · .... , •.. 1 ,· • , t ~ ,, . " I , 1 ' - ... , .; • .·, ~ ,._ ..... .,,~L.'·' '· :..t ,.:.y r;~_,,.,_,~~ 1..0 .. •:; . . . . .,..J O!. l. 1..) re ." .. r;_10,1 or o c-.n ... o ... ra ..... ::. ,, ... r ,0-r .• 1.. _, 

grou?S · We l oo k t o t h e United Na tio~s to expres~ t h 9 conscience of 02opl~ 
. th1:'ot~~:. ho1.-;.~ t !·:.a ~·7o r1d on t :4l :t s i;-;su ~ ~ as on i s stl (-! S of hu~.c_n ri,3h t s eJs~·­

l.7~~ ~:.:r~ , ,,.,_rt ~l. to ur.zc t~e l ea.G~rs of !re\q to~·:cl.rd t11.e cat~ .Eul ob3ervanct; of 
c.u ~ nrocess of J.c:1r·: 2nd fu lJ. r.2s::>ect for .the r-.:tghts of t~1c: susp;'!c t. 

cc-The Secrct .:i.r~r c f S t ~~tE: of th•~ 

Un:lt<-;<l St;i.t:2s of .:..r.i 'i! ~::Lca 

tu1~ :.1; f ;.: :, :·: h" : 1:.~· t 1.'• !~ , .\~:o; .. ":. 1,,·. 1.:-. r.·.: ·.: x .. ~. 1..: ! :f.l\ 1..~ ~ 1 1: 1,,·,: 1 ... ' t: . p,\ u l 1:l. ~l\: tt•t. t~1 1:. h. ,> 1 ~: .. -. ..-.t .. ,1: .. ,f .. :~u .. :.\t1,): 1.\ ! t"1 ! ,'t': 1 : ~. ? : l 

J. ntUt.:IL\')' 1:1.\1:.tn11t': ~ , ,'\n ~ ,: • .-. r .... , :~ , , ;· ~ 1.'l:U1 ... -. 1 ~ 1 l ,, ,· 1.•, i.: .\ .\\° ;' .; 11~.; • \~ \"'.l !h.\l~~ ·'· ,:t ~ r. ~.:~ n . ~11~ .. : .. ·. 1.t.H! "' f \ t-.: t r .. \;n .\f f~ 1 ~~ 

.. ".U .\ll n i. p .\ t! ! !t.:1 1 t, ~:::i.:t.: l i.' :! '-'f. pr..:0li l !.\ tn 1n \v~.~hn~"~t .. "lil 
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R E L I G I 0 U. S. 

F0REIGN SERVICE 

P0i;>E SAYS r.ACISill SUS.I>ECTED 
I N Irll:.Q 1.S EXECUl'ION OF JEWS 

N. EW.S 

-1.0.,.. 

By Religious News Service (1-29-69) 

S ER. V I c. E 

WED?JESDAY, . JAHUARY,,, 29, 1969 

Vl.TICAN CITY (RNS) -- The inclusion o~ a large percentage of Jews 
among the persons executed in Iraq for alleged espionage has given 
rise to suspicions of ra·~ism, Pope Paul VI said at his weekly general 
audience here. · · 

While he disGiaimed any intention of ~ udging the merits. of the 
court decision, the Po"pe said that jt may 11 tragicall·y exacerbate tl!e 
very diffict~lt situation" :;.n the· Middle East. · 

He noted tha·t ·he had 111·espect-iully asked for the accused to be 
dealt with mercifully." · 

In an address which covered a variety of topics, Pope Paul also 
referred to fighting in Vietnam and tensions in Africa and Czecho­
slovakia. But he said th?.t "in the }~oly Land the situation is most 
pain::u1 a.i:lc1 there peace is troubled by violence and bloodshed." The 
latter p3.A."'t of his address was devoted to the 11ala1~lJling crisis of 
faith" in the Church. 

''You know what happened in Iraq, " he said, "where numerous 
executions have taken place, arous iQg i:;reaJ.: dismay and great execra­
tion in the world ." 

l!e noted that, "numbering· as they did among the executed no less 
than nine pe.!.·sons of Jewish extraction," the executions have "given 
r~se to s uspicion that a part ha~ been played by racist prejudice -­
somethi1113 we all would wish never to encounter in the already diffi­
cult pi~o01em of co~xistence of· civilized people . 

"This painful occurrence, in the merits of ·which we have no in­
tention of interf erring, is still for us a sol!!'ce of affliction be­
canse , we, too , had respectfu.lly asked for the accused to be dealt 
wit!: mercifully and because its tragic epilogue can tragically exac­
erbate the very clifficult situation. ~et us all pray 1'.hat God may 
help theia all to solve t_(1is very difficult problem." 

On the current fermeat in the Chm.·ch, the Pope said that it is 
more than a case of "growing pains . 11 

"Iliany say t:1a t it is a crisis of grow~h ~" he said, "and it is. 
But _i _s it not · also a. crisis of faith, a crisis of confidence by some 
chilch-en of the Church in the Church its elf?:' 

The crisis, he said_, is accompanied by an impatience for reform 
which 11sometim2s reaches the poi1~t of im~rudence, sur>erficiali ty, the 
longing for innovation fo~ innovation's s ake •• ; 

"But we know that they ar~ li-rni ted 
real and not unirnpo:~tant. We know that 
shows today an extraordinary vitality. 
Church, which is disputed so much from 
there is an i mmense reserve of love," 

-~-

phenomena , even if they are 
the Church, on the who l e, 
There is no doubt that in our · 

outside and shaken from wi t _hin 1 

PAGE -10-



R E L I G I 0 U S 

DOMESTIC S.Ipn,.VICE_ 

CHURC!·E:IEN 'C.1-\LL ON PRESIDEl\TT 
·ro COHD.2ir!N IR4.QT . EX::!:CUTIOHS 

NEW .S· 

-6-

By B3ligibus News Service (l-2~-69)· 

S .E .R y .. I · C E 

WEDNESDAY., JANUARY 29·, .1969 

NEW YORK (m~s) -- Sixteen nat1ona·l P-rotestant, Orthodox a~a - Roman 
Catholic l eaders here joined in urging Presicent. Nixon to condemn 
the government of Iraq for the mass tr:i.al and e:::ecution of 14 pers·ons 
accu::;ed of being spies for · Israel or of favoring a regime wr~ich would' 
make peace with ' Israel. 

Tlw churchmen asked the · President to score the· actio.n in' the 
Uni·ted Nations . and in _contacts with ~.ther gcvernments. It was 
requested that the condenna t ion ba made with "the same v7.go1~ with 
which w.e have -condemned other acts of terr0rism and reprisal in the 
Middle East." · 

Nine of those killed we1·0 Jews. All were citizens of · Iraq,, an 
Arab land Which is precominantly Muslim.. E:;:cution was on Jan. 27 . 

Signers of the message to L1r. Nixon· included Catholic Bishop 
Joseph L. Bcrnanlin , gen-eral sec:r:.eta:..·y cf the U.3. Catholic Con- . 
ference; A!'chbishop Ial::ovos, primate of the Gra~k <;>rthodox Arch­
diocese of Horti1 and South America, Dr. B~n Uohr Berbster, p;,·esident 
of the United Ghm·ch of Christ 1 D:.·. 'Edwa;,·d H. Tuller 1 gene;,·al secre­
tary cf th~ JJ:ierican Baptist · Convention; Dr. David Hunger 1 deputy 
general sacretary of. the National Com~cil of Church2s and four . 
e"ecutives of the United Methodist Board of Christian Social Concerns. 

-- · - -·. 
The _ ~hurch leaders rsj ected the Ira<li claim. that the e:irecutions 

c~mprised an internal affair. 

"N0 .:::uch trial and ececution is ever soleiy ah internal matter," 
they tcld the President . "It is, rather, a matt~r for m~n o~ co11-
scie11c~ of all creeds and beliefs to decry. B~ any civilized stan­
dar.d, the nations of the world should ta!rn the necessary steps to 
prevent a repetition of this act ••. 

"This traeic event- has introc!ucecl a new element in the Middle 
Esst.:?rn situation that is a p~rilous thraa t to huJ!la n freedom. 
Americans shoul~ speak 0\1.t firmly against this threat. 0 

Othe::.: signers of the appeal we-...·e the Rev. Grover C. Babgy, the 
Rev. J. Elliott Corbett, the Rev. Rodney Shaw and the Rav. Herman Will, 
Jr., all of .the United M3thodist social concerns unit; Dr. Alfred 
Carl3.ton, e~:ecutive vice-91·esident qf 'fhe U11it~d Church of Christ's 
Boanl for l'lorld I.linistries ; Dr. Truman B. Douglass, a vice-president 
bf the National Council, and Father Edward IL Flannery, e;:ecutive 
secretary of the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the U. S. 
Catholic Ccnfe~eRce . 

Also, Fa th31· Be:.;nard La~'' cf th8 comr.1i ttee :for ecumenical. and 
inte1·1·eligious affnirs, lfa tic.nn.l Confe;;ence of Catholic Bishops; Dr. 
Thcmac B. i'.!anton, directo;,· of international relati'ons, United Church 
of Clu·ist 's Council fo-...· Christian Social Action; Dr. Lewis I. Haddocks 
of the sai:ie UCC council, and Dr. Eve ::.:ett C, Parker, UCC director of 
communications. 

-6-
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RELIGIOUS NEWS S E R V I C E 

Dm.iESTIC SERVICE .· -~- WEDNESDAY, JANUAR_Y 29, 1 9S9 

JEW 1 S PLEA TO IRAQ: 
1 LET ~.r:l 'PEOP;:.,E GO I 

By .Josep_h !:~cLellan 
·Reii<Yious News Service Gta:-f:Z· .Wr.iter· p 

NEW :YORK (RNS) :..- The man pointed a tre;nl>ling fing~r ?- t a news-
paper photograp~ a group of prisoners· standing in ·a dock, their 

.. heads bowed .• 

. . "Tha.t's my brothe:::- 1 '' he said, h:is voice taut r-1ith angui·sn • . "They 

.. hava hanged my ~rother, mutilated his ~ody, marched mobs past him as . 
~e hanged in a public place. Fq1· nothing • . For no . reason. Becaus·~ · 
he was a JelV." 

The man asked Religious News Se::.~vice to withhold his name because 
he still has relatives in Iraq, · "mora innocent people they ·could 
torture and kill." 

• •• H •• - ' • 

i 
He spok8 to th~· pr~ss because he had a plea for t _he gov.errnnent 

of Iraq, a plea as ancient in Jewish h~s tory as the names of Moses 
ancl Pta:;,·.aoh: "Let m:>' people go." ,. 

"From 1963 to now," the man said, ·: "not a ·single Jew has been · 
allowed to le~ve I raq . . If they are en~mies ' of the country as I raq's 

·• gova:?.·nm-:mt says, if they are a disruptive elemant, if they are so 
deapl.y hated , why doesn't I raq let ·them out?" 

He. said thnt I ra.q is the only country in the world since Nazi 
. Garmany which pass as laws specifically directed ag~inst Jews · by name, · 

- - fo~bidding Jews to sell their property, to have bank accounts, to 
-leave tile coun~ry or tro. vel mo re t han two or three miles within it , 
to . attend go~e:::-nment schools · or .colleges . 

Iraq has confiscated Jewish property, incl uding synagogues, 
schools and cemetei·ies, !la said. He charged that the government is 
keeping the 2 1·000 Jaws who· re::i~in in Iraq as hosfages, to ·be 
threatened with torture or execution · if. there is "too muci1" action 

'or protest outside I raq . 

''They c'3.nnot thre~ tan me," he said . "They have killed my brot~er. 
Thay cz.nnot hurt me any mo1·e than they have." 

Tha .systema t 'ic p~rsecution cf Jews in. I r?.q has included mockery 
of. the:i.r religion, the man s~.id . "On r2.dio and television, whenever 
they W:?.ntP-d to r.i~:..l~e peep le laugh, they \'.'ould put on · someone to mutter 
i few words from the Eible in Hebrew until their o~n relig~ous 
l eaders protested -- 1 we worship· the same God. ' 

"A Jewish cematery 1 mc!'e than 200 years old was t~ken ove:;.· and 
leveled '.Jy >uJ.::.dcze:t s .. . Once the~·e were more than 2·5 Jewish schools 
in !32.g hdacl; no»'I there is oi;ly cne. There were 50 syn:'!goguGs ; nll but 
one hr,ve !Jeen taI::en ":iy the government and sold. The ~Tewish religious 
co:nmuni ty, which once regula -t.ed t!:e lives of its mem:Jers, has :Jeen 
demolished. Jewish r.:hnri ta ::-le organiza t::cns have ::ieen abolished, 
Jewi.sh hospita).s confisc~ted." 

::.· ... (more) -. 
PAGE -3.:.. 
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The ·speaker was one of the 200,000 Jews .who managed to leave 
Iraq )efore this became impossible, He has kept in toucb ·with de­
veJ.op:ncnts there th:cough a mun bar of business acquaintances, non-Jev:s, 
who go to Baghdad regcilarly. During the interview, he showed l etters 
f :rom these friends ·\•tlliCh ga Ve hir.i det:::.ils ·on . his family and Othe1• JeW$. 
One le.tt~r told of .a Jew who had sold land to the goverrunent and had 
not . been p=i.id. Finally, the letter said, "the government decided that 
it was Si!J!pler to arrest him than to pa.y its debt." · 

. . 
The intervi.ewe e said that the chief objectiv~ of the govern:r.ent 

in the trj:2'1 and execution was to get rid of . one .of the convicted 
"spi~s , ." Abd .2.l-Rahma n al-Bazzazz, · who was the: p·rir.ie minister ·in 1965 
and· 6$ and who was "an educated and a moderate man but ··no .fri·end of. the 
Je·.vs. 11· . : • :. · · 

. . 
~'They har,ged l:.it1 with Jews to discredit him, '' the man said. "If 

they h2.d ifo.nged him a1.one, there woulc1 have b"een distur0arices . among 
the people. So they killed some Jews, ~oo . It's very eesy for them .. 
They h<we .65 more ir.nocent Jews under arrest and they can 1:eplenish 
·their su.pply at will , " · 

.lie pointed at ariother face in the news photo: "TM.s nan, I knew 
him personally. He . is more than ·60 yesrs old, functionally illiterate, 
un·a:Jle to cr.ive a car . How can he plot a.gr.inst the govermr:ent? How 
cc..n he n:ez-1: with Abd 2.l-R<).hrJ.~a? · Blew t~p bridgc:s? Communicate with 
the C. I .A.? Bl'ing germ war:far-e into r i·aq? He was accused of all these 
thines a!.1d he confesszcL They c·?.n ma~'>e any man confess to anything 
with 1:01·tt11·e . Every man has a breakinB: point. Sol!:l.e can hold out 
longer than cthe:cs, :iut noi:e can hold out ind~fini tely." 

He insi.sted that undar the restrictions ;.imposed on the!ll ·in 1967, 
wi·thouLe!nploy:na;:it 1 with th·~ir. tP.lep~ones cut off ar:d their right to 
tr.li.vel limited, it wa:s impossible for Jews to engage in espio·nage in 
Ir_aq. -· · 

Comm.3r.ting on a radio broad:::ast of Iraq's chief rab'.Ji 1 who said 
that he accepted the CO'.lrt ':.:.: ver.cli ct and whc denied th<>. t his son had 
been executed, the m~n said that the gove;,·1:ment .could force the rabbi 
to SR.y nnthing. "How can l~e say. that he doesn't accept ·the verdict of 
the court? 'i'hen he : is 2.·• c.!'i.m:..n:>.l 0 " · There had .. be~1; ··.3: c·ase of inisi?.ken 
id·enti ty reg:arcU.rJg .th9: rabbi !s son·:· ·he e );plnined . . "The 'son of another 
rabbi, N<::dsim l{:J.k?1ani Yaein,· w::>:.s tortured to death while under arrest 
five or six r.tcil!ths agoo · He didnh :.even get a · clu1nce ... t6" go ~ to court -­
what . they call a cou:rt o ''.:,, 

He pointed to another face in the photo. ·,,I know him, too. He's 
o.nly a boy -- just out of the Jesuit College; one ye~.r out. He is not 
a SPY.. But. ~e is dead ," 

When t he government forbade Jews to attend government . schools, 
he ·explainej, the Ar.:erican Jasui ts who run Baghdad Coll.=ge began to. 
accept a fev,• Jews. "Now the college has been confiscated anCi the 
Americans h~ve lJeen d:..:~iven out. The J ews hz..ve no place to go:" 

He finished tha interview ns he hncl o8gui:i it 1 with a· plea that 
Jev:s be al~owed simpl y to leave Irac1. · 

"Wh~ t law," he asl"ed, "allows any counti·y to confine pco_?le to 
their houses and forbid them to e~igrate? What civilized country is 
able to pick people tlp at random, hang 'them'vilien it •.fo.nts 'to ·· .. torture 
ther.i to dc?:th,'. mutilate their bodies and use ·. their dead r emaii1s . " 
to. int.imidate · the population? · · · · · · · .· .. 7 : 

' . . .·. : · . 

!'Why can't they just let them leave?'1 

I • 
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All United· Methodist property is ulti,."lately held by the General 
Conference of th.e Chu;.·ch, with local church units holding it in trust. 

In the Episcopal Church, local parishes hold titles to property 
unless it is a mission directly related to the . diocese. There are, 
howe~er, canon laws against alienation of church property from ·the 
<,lenominatiou. 

Responding to qu.estions about the effect of the Supreme Court's 
·decisio·n O:l tlle Episcopal Church, a spokesman said the ruling affirms 
what the denomiP..ation's law already states. 

J\HERICl\N CA1'Il0LIC -:PREL!TES 
DEPLORE IP.A.QI EXECUTIONS 
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By Religio.l!S News Service (.1-29-69) 

NEW YORK (RNS) -- 'l\vo leading members of the American Roman 
Catholic hierarchy have "deplored" the hangings of 14 men in Iraq, 
nine of them Je\'1s, on charges that they. spied for Israel. 

Lawrence Cardinnl Shehan .of Baltimore and Archbishop Terence 
J. Cooke of Ne·;1 Yo1·1~ both j oin~d their pleas for calm in the Middle 
East with the appaal made by Pqpe I>auY VI fo? clemency. 

"The haste with which this execution was de.cided and the apparent 
b:i.·utali ty with l'thi~h it was carried out make it a particularly re­
pul::;ive action,•• declared Cardinal Shehan. 

Such retalitory measures, the cardinal claimed , "can bring the 
whole area clos2r to a prolonged general. warfat•e which is likely 
to endanger the whole world . " 

Cardinal Shehan termed the mass killings "r,epugnant to the 
conscience of civilized people. The preponderance of Jews among the· 
victir~S Of this tra~edy gives the execution an aura Of the. 'l!endetta. II 

Like Archbishop Cooke, the Bal t:l.more p;.·ela t ·e pleaded for an end 
to the conflict stressing that "everything is to be gained by peace 
with justice '.""- nothing by war." 

The New York archbishop, in denouncing the hasty trfa.ls and 
e;:ecutio1is, prayed for "an end to all inhtuilan violence." 

"At this c:1.·itical moment," Archbishop Cooke said, "the safety 
and well-being no.t only of the individuals involved but also of 
r11illions of people cl~pend so much upon the wisdom of the governme~ts 
conce;.·necl. · 

"We look to the political· and mo1·al leader$ of the world to 
show th2ir. sincere de::;~;.·e for peace <1."nd to exercise the pa.tience 
and rest;.·aint so essential fo1· its achievement.'' 

H.l\LF\'/AY HOUSE TO CON?INtm 
OPERATXONS AT NE'\'! SITE 
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By Religious News Service (1-29-69) 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (RNS) -- New Life House which helps former 
convicts and parolees in t heir adjustment to life outside prison will 
continue its work ctesp;i.te a recent court order to move . 

The project sponsored by the Arkansas Release Guidance Foun­
dation of the A1·I-:ansas Com1cil of Chur~hes has been using two adjoining 
houses here for its program, but the .state's supr~me court has upheld 
an earlier ruling that such use is not in accocd with area zoning 
regulations. The Rev. Euge ne Efird, executive directqr o.f New Life, 
Said the project will continue its successful work at a new location, 
yet to be found. New Life House has assisted 48 men since it opened 
ten months ago. ''Only two have been returned to prison, 11 ·Mr. Efird 
said, "and fou1· have run off." Twelve man now live at the "halfway 
house·." 
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