*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
6406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series D: International Relations Activities. 1961-1992

Box 64, Folder 6, Israel Office [American Jewish Committee],
1971.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022
PL-1-4000

Date ‘l/f/"u

' TO: ((cé-é-:‘ T ararnkeds

FROM:

Y

DR. GEORGE E. GRUEN

For your information.

From our office in Israel.
You requested this.

Read and return, please.
Returned as requested.

Please talk to me about this.

Youﬂ(yritten)comments, please,.

REMARKS :



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMLITEE - Israel Office T1-585-Uk
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SUBF; The Arebs of Israel; Part II. Abu-Gosh Portrait of an'Israéli ‘Arat™Villege
.5 (Part I. Between Two Fires, dated March 18, 1971; Doc. No. 71-585-37)

Thé'vlllage of Abu-Gosh is only sbout 10 kilcmeters from the capital of Israel. It
occupies a dominent position on the road between the coastal plain and Jerusalem, and hes
a higtory rich in adventure and anecdote; althcugh its inhabitants ere rencwned for their
<1ndependence of spirit and resolute reslstance to all kinds of outside encroachment, the
villégers of Abu-Gosh have earned a reputation of seeking and mansging to secure for them-
selves the most cordial of relations with their neighbors both during the British Manda-
tory rule and after the establishment of the State of Israel.

The people of Abu-Gosh have a knack for the practical, the immedlate and the relevant,
They are, in a way, a living teetimony to the fact that in normal times and circumstances
men's chlef preoccupation is with the business of daily living rather than with ideolog-
ical’issues, nice national and ethnic distinations, or political party allegiances.
During the past five decades of turmoil, of strife between nationalist Jew and nationalist
Arab, a period which witnessed three radlcal changes of regimes, four full-scale wars and
numerpus armed clashes and acts of bloodshed, the people of Abu-Gosh sought only one thing;
to live in peace and safety and to earn their livelihoods in honor and dignity. A highly-
placed Isreel offiecial whose Job it is to deal with the country's Arab citizens once de-
clareg that the Arabs of Israel cannot be expected to owe "absolute loyalty" to the State
"as they belong to another nationality”. In numerous conversations with Arab villagers,
from ‘Abu~Gosh as well as from other parts of the country, one could not fail :o notice
that, insofar as he does owe "absolute loyalty" to any person, place or institution, the
Areb of Isrsel - rather like other men everywhere - preserves this sentiment to his person
and’ his kith, his own house and plot of land, and his family and hamule (extended family).

This of course has its pitfalls. Though relestively quite a high proportion of the villagers
of Abu-Gosh pay their taxes to the .Local Council, not enough do so in order to keep local :
government going nor do ell members of the Counc11 display enough public spirit or are
willing to give enough of their time and energy to the village's welfare to be an example
for others. "The Local Council does very little indeed," said a desultory-locking Coun-
cillor. "There are no services to speak of; health, education and sanitation are completely
neglegted. "My son is in the fifth form yet he cannot read or write," exclaimed a man

who' sat at the same teble in the local cafe. "Every end of term he brlngs home his cer-
tificate, and against every subject it's written 'Not Enough'; yet the following year he
finds” hlmself in the higher form and the situation gets worse and worse with the passage

of 3eqrs.

AhugGgsh is not quite typicel of Arab villages in Israel. Being uniquely situated as. almost
a subyrb of Jerusalem has its disadvantages as well as its meny advantages. For with only
e portion of its original lends now cultivated by its own inhabitants, Abu-Gosh has grown
1ncreqszngly dependent on the capital. The year or so of economic entrenchment which pre-
ceded ‘the Six-Day War affected the villagers' livelihoods as acutely as it did any other
Arab’ vlllage in Israel., Yet these villagers have, by the ‘sheer accident of geography,
been denied the fruits of the relative prosperity which followed the 1967 war. For the
81mple fact is that the people of Abu-Gosh have for the past four years been feeling the
sting of "unfeir" competition from their fellow Palestinian Arabs of East Jerussalem and
the other territories now held by the Israel Defence Army. '"Would it that we had never
set eyes on their faces!" exclaimed one fairly well-to-do- ihabitant of Abu-Gosh while
s1tt1ng in the guest room of his house, whose construction, furniture and internal arch-
itecture compare favorably with many a modern flat in Jerusalem Asked to be more specific,
our host - a building sub-contractor and the owner of & large vineyard- said that wheress .

(More)



Abu-Gosh - 2 T1-585-L4}
befd;e the onset of the West Bank Palestinians, Jerusalem contractors offered him over

IL 40 per dsy for a skilled building leborer, they can now hire any number of such workers
for ags ‘little eas half or even a third of that sum.

Ageip, kis grapes, famous for their quality, size and arome, did not have a market these
past summers, when cholce fruit from Hebron's renowned vineyards sold at the absurd price
of 3 kllograms per IL 1.00! DNot even the nicely-situated, pleasantly-furnished cafe-
restgurant, the Caravan, owned by a relative - the whole village is inhabited by four
hamules - did escepe unscamhed from the competition. Instead of patronizing the Caravan,
Jeruﬁalemites out for a brief excursion now prefer the far more novel experience of fre-
quenfing a cafe in Remallsh or East Jerusalem. He admitted, though, that in 1971 the
compgtition has become far less acute. The complaints against fellow Palestinian Arabs
revolve around such prosaic subjects of dey-to-dey interest: the larger, somewhat abstract
questions of shared "nationality", Arab or even Palestinian solidarity seem never to occur
to the people of Abu-Gosh in thls unexpected encounter with their neighbors and former
compatrlots

This ‘should not, however, be taken as meaning that during the 23 years of Israeli rule
the inhabitants of Abu-Gosh - or of other Arsb villages in Israel for that matter - have
underane such profound social change and acculturation that they have surrendered their
old qlleglances and loyslties. The contrary is almost true; for the curious thing is thet,
- while profound changes and ell but revolutionary social processes were taking place in
well-nigh every sphere of the lives of these villagers, the traditionel social structure
has not only remained intact but in some cases was even strengthened and centrenched,

This should not surprise us. For while outside influences and pressures on the traditional
order of things may mount, the tenacity normally displeyed by small groups in face of
almost cateclysnic change in the general socio-political structure is a well-known . -
socquoglcal phenomenon. Recent studies nave in fact shown how hamulas, in Arsb villages
in Israel, after e period of gradual bresk-up during the Thirties and Forties, revived
after the establishment of Israel to meet new challenges and new uncertainties. Rather
then abondoning them in face of ocutside sociocultural pressures, it was shown that it is
through these traditional methods of organization that these villagers now regulate their
relations with the ocutside world, and accommodate themselves to the strange and bewilder-
ing world of modern political 1nst1tutlons of Israel. In other words, the intensity and
the strong impact of change have often proved so great that, in order the better to meet
them, our villagers had to fall back on the only way of soc;al orgenization which they
had kncwn well and that had stood the test of time.

This- tenac:ous survivel, and even strengthening, of the old 1nst1tution of the hamulsa is
notlceable et every step in a village like Abu-Gosh, to the extent even of meking people
think’ of the central suthority in terms of a parental relationship. "We are like unto a
fandly," this reporter vas told by a fairly literste companion from the village. "A family
depends for its progress and prosperity on the actions of its head, and the head of this
partiqular family of ours is the Government in Jeérusalem.!" The suthorities are expected
to do ‘all and to help in every step and in every measure, end when this help is not forth--
coming when the villagers are faced with the pr0posztion thet it is they who have to teke
the-first steps, the gspect they present is one of genuine helplessness and near imcompre-
hensian.

Thls state of affairs presents its paradcxes and its own difficulties. On the one hand,
Abu-Gosh has long ceased to be a self-contained society. Its economy became integrated
with;q the industrial economy of the country, the bulk of the inhabitants earning their
livelihoods from wege labor in Jerusalem and surrounding settlements. Admimistratively,
it came under the jurisdiction of the central government, whose various institutions and

(Mpre)
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aegencie® penetrate into many spheres of the village's life. Yet notwithstanding all these
far-reaching changes the old traditional socio-politicel organizations and frameworks not
only continue to function but actually gein momentum, re-emerging after a long period of
veekening and gradual disintegration. -

The practical outcome of this sharp discrepancy between developments introduced from the
outside and ones imposed from within the body social is felt in every sphere of the
villggers' life. It makes meaningful integration of the villagers into the country's
overall economic, political and social structure all but impracticable. The difficulty
does not always stem from either the villagers or the central authority, but is often to
be found in factors outside the reach of both. One of these factors, or sets of factors,
has to do with the uncertainties and obvious complexities of the situation attending the
Isragli-Arsb dispute throughout the past 2l years, and inevitably reflected in the respec-
tive attitudes towards each cther of Arab and Jewish Israelis. One of the results of the
events which Israel and the region as a whole. witnessed during these past few years in
the State's existence has been that it put everything very much in flux, On the threshhold
of their 25th year of life as Israeli citizens thé Arabs of Israel, and amongst them the
proud villagers of Abu-Gosh, find themselves facing new vistas and new possibilities -
exacfly like their Jewish compatriots, The future course of development within Arab
society in Israel will in large measure depend upon the final shape of things which will
have to emerge from the present rather fluid state of things in the sphere of Israel-Arab
relations in general, :

But there are other, less tangible factors which tend to determine the present status and
the possible future of Israel's Areb citizens. These have more to do with ideologies and
attitudes than with purely socio-economic or general politicel circumstances. The third

and last part of this series of reports on the Arabs of Israel will be devoted to some of
these questions.

*® * #
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DATE: March 7, 1971

TO: 7 George E. Gruen

FBOM_; M. Bernard Resnikoff

SUB_-T_J The Nerve Center of the Emergency Campaign

‘Bectyse I thought it would be of interest to see how an Israel Journalist describes Americgn
campgign programs, there appears below an article by Moshe Shagi whieh eppeared in the
Fe'l;rua.ry 2kth issue of "Ha'aretz'. It carried a Los Angeles date-line.

-'F'_ #* % @

Los, Angeles - How $400 million is collected for Israel

How. does one collect $400 million? Who are the people who take part in such an enterprise?
What ere the systems and techniques used here in order to bring in dollars for Israel?

The nerve center of the emergency campaign is located in the Jewish Communal Building in
Loa Angeles. At the desks git women most of whom ha.ve passed the age of 60.

'I'he financial eid scheme for Israel is only a part of a much larger and comprehensive
scheme for mutual aid for Jews beginning with Rumanian Jewry and ending with the Jews of
Tunigia and Morocco. The local needs of Jews in Los Angeles also claim a large chunk from
the’ qake. Synagogues, schools, universities and hospitals eat into the main portion of the
booty. :

'l'here are two main funds for the enlistment of moneys: the one is the Emergency Campaign
for, Israel, whose funds are completely dedicated to Israel; the second is the Jewish Wel-
fare Fund which serves local and international Jewish needs From this fund too, close to
50% of the contributions finally reach Israel. Both these funds have set themselves a
tot'ﬁl target of $400 million this year.

" As there is over 10% of U.S. Jewry living in L .A., the local funds have been aasigned with
the'eplistment of $50 million.

l‘-!ethosia of Fund-raising

Theré are four main methods of fund-reising. The first and most important is personal
contagt. Hundreds of volunteers, from doctors and lawyers to plumbers and newspaper gell-
ers, {artzcipate in the house-~to-house visits according to lists prepared in advance.
The-1ists are classified according to areas, profession and enterprise. Thus the approp-
riate volunteer is generally sent to the area vhere he will have the most personal influ-
ence. Doctors to doctors, plumbers to plumbers and the contributions come in.

“0fficial fund-raising this year will begin on March 1 and will end on May 30. In this

period, all other campaigns will cease operating and all effort will be concentrated in
direction. Despite the fact that the campaign has not yet been officially insugurated,
over $11 million have already been raised, as compared with $7 million in 1966, $16 million
in 1967 and $17 million in 1970. A substantial portion of the sum collected is contributed
by a group of five persons. During the last visit here of the Prime Minister, Mrs. Golda
Meir,” a banquet was held in her honor at the home of one of the notables of the town. On
that evening alone over $5 million were raised.

mch meetings, where groups of fifteen to twenty-five persons assemble in a private home,
generally with the participation of an Israeli speaker, serve as a further means of fund-
raising.

- (More)
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Sevepal weeks ago a meeting of doctors was held in the home of one of the members, The
host, who was not one of the wealthy ones in the group, admitted that although he was not
ope @f the prosperous ones he had decided to double his contribution as the result of his
unquestioning faith in the increasing urgency of the needs of Israel. Following upon this,
all those present were asked to declare what they were prepared to give.

Part of the Way of Life

Several days ago a banquet was held in the city with the participation of Ambassador
Yitzhad Rabin accompanied by four members of the kibbutz, Kfar Ruppin. About 250 persons
were invited to this banquet. At the conclusion of the speeches, the invitees were asked
toIquounce the amount of their contributions. The social pressure created by the calling
out, of names and contributions in public, together with the ready willingness of the
invitees to contribute towards Israel, resulted in $330,000 being raised.

The book of contributions issued annually containing the amount of the contribution next
to the name of the contributor is also a useful means for extensive social pressure on the
public. _

In Los Angeles there are 60,000 contributors which represents about one-third of the total
Jewish population (or 200,000 persons). In order to bring in new contributors, the cam-
paign makes extensive use of the mail. Requests for contributions reach the majority of
Jewish inhabitants through the mail,

Recéntly, a check for $1,000 was sent to the campaign anonymously. On investigation, the
address on the envelope was found to be incorrect, the bank account was adequate but exact-
ly cavered the amount of the contribution.

The youth too contribute their shere to the campaign, and in 1970 they collected more
than $60,000. '

Fund-raising here has become an integral part of the way of life, Cooperation within the
Jewigh community and mutual aid for the needy are far more developed here than in the other
commynities. The enthusiasm, love and devotion, typical of this community in its communal
work, despite the intrigues which are also an unavoidable part of the organization, give
to:its members a feeling of security and belonging which is a rare asset in the United
States.

e * o w
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Vol. II No. 6 ISRAEL OFFICE

e 9 Ethiopia Street

Jerusalem

FRDH‘ THE AREB PPESS .

" In the interests of impnoving Jewish-Anab underwstanding, the Tsrael Office
" of the American Jewish Committee translates and distributes, twice a month,
. materiak appearing in the Anab press. Though materiak 4is sometimes extracted
. fon brevity it is extracted in context and there is no attempt to delete or
' Zo editondalize., The selection 4is based on an objective judgment of relfevance.
+ Comments on reactions are welcome,

' The material is gemerally taken §rom AL-QUDS, an <ndependent daily pubmhed in
" East Jeruwsalem; AL BASHEER, a weekly newspaper published in BethLehem; ALWAN, a
monthly forn Literature and the ants published in East Jerusalem; AL MIRSAD, a
weekly published in Tel Aviv by Mapam; and AL-ANBA, a Jerwsalem daily Apomoned

by the 1snaeli Governmment.

* ¥ ¥

THE SEARCH FOR PEACE

26=Harch 1971; AL-QUDS Editorial: "A Settlement by Stages"

U. A R Foreign Minister Mghmoud Riad's assertion that his Government has reached the end
of the road, and Marshal Tito's Statement that efforts to arrive at a peaceful settlement
of’ the Palestine problem have entered a blind alley, may not mean that all the Qoors are
now ghut, or that war is in the offing. There are indications, in fact, that several
quarters and probably the U.S. first of all, still believe that one door remains open
thropgh which these efforts may pess with a minimum of difficulties and stumbling blocks.

This _door, it has now become obvious, is the one through which a way mey be found for the
reopenlng of the Suez Canal, to be made possible by an Israeli pull-back but without being
&ccompanied by a parallel withdr&wal of Egyptian troops on the west bank of the Canal.

It: ia most likely that the announcement mede by certain Israeli sources that Israel has
not reJected the proposed reopening of the Canal and that she is willing to withdraw 48
kilometers to the east of the Canal, mean that this may be the only serious way out (of
the impasse) on which thé U.S. and Isreel may now agree. It is to be recalled that it
was Prealdent Sadat who first broached this proposal.

It,m;ght-not be an exaggeration to say that concentration on this particular subject stems
from the conviction of the various leading parties, and especially Washington, that the
most-relevant and likeliest way to a settlement does not present itself in the form of an
overall solution to be attained ir one installment but in a gradual settlement coming in
stages the first of which would be the opening of the Suez Canal. Such & gradual settle-
ment may be the only way through which -the parties interested can be made to leap over the
hlgh weall which is now in danger of barring the way before the continuation of the Jarring
mission .

* * %

22 March 1971 AL-QUDS Editorial: ‘Whither the Peaceful Settlement?"

'Israell Prime Minister Golda Meir asserts time and again that Israel would never withdraw
to any borders except those which Israel herself deems secure, snd thet she rejects all
international guarantees. On the other hand, the Committee charged with preparing the

(More)
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U.A;R. for war, headed by President Anwar al-Sadsat, resolves tc mobilize all the country's
resqurces to be ready for the battle, and its declsions encompass the wheole length and
breedth of Egypt.

Furthermore Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban declares, after his meeting with the U.S.
U.N, Ambassador George Bush, that close ties and an identity of interests link Washington
to Iereel whereas Bush hlmself affirms that his Government supports Dr. Jarring's mzssion,
hinting at "some" differences between his country and Israel, however, Bush goes on to
essert thet both countries are eager to restore peace tc the Mzddle East

Amidst all these sometimes contradictory, sometimes vegue pronouncements, h S. Secretary
of State Williem Rogers comes up with the statement that he will continue his quest for
peage as though he wants to suggest that the proposals carrying his neme, and the Jarring
misgion to which he continues to pledge his country's support no longer constituted the -
roed to a peaceful settlement! -

Out’of all this darkness, the guestions which the ordinary inhabitant of the Middle East
and ‘the world as a whole would want to ask are: When and how will Rogers end others
stumble on the peaceful settlement? TIs it possible that the U.S. needs so ruch time,
effort and contemplation in order toc bring sbout a peaceful solution? Or is the U.S.
perhaps trying to keep such a peaceful settlement "buried” under enormous heaps of inter-
eetg and ambitions?

* % %

" URS. MEIR'S "TIMES" INTERVIEW

19 March 19T1; AL-ANBA: "Concerning Mrs, Meir's Interview" by Mubammed Nasiriyya

A great deal is being said these days sbout the staxements made lately by Prime Minister
Mrs. Golde Meir to the Deputy-Editor of the London Times., In what people say in their
drawlng roams and privete conversations, there is almost & consensus of cpinion to the
effect that Mrs, Meir's statements were unreaeonable end that Arabs everywhere cannot
under' any circumstances agree to her proposals, since any settlement of the Middle East
crisls will have to be a just settlement giving each party its legitimate rights.

If, however, Mrs, Golda Meir is trying to impose her proposals on the Arabs because she
speaks from a position of strength, then she is meking a misteke., The Prime Minister
must not forget that force, war end destruction cannot accomplish that meaningful peace
which all the parties to the dispute advocate.

Isreel no doubt can continue to hold on tc all the territories she has occupied; she can
aelso say openly that she does not want to withdraw from any part of the land of Palestine,
Iepael cannot, however, at the seme time say that she wants peace and reconciliation with
theé Arabs, After all, everythlng has a price. If Israel seeks peace, then she must pay
the price acceptable’ to those who can give it to her: she must withirew frem =11 the

. :er;;tgries she occuried in 1967, and be satisfied with keeping those which she occupied
n

Prior to the June war of 1967, Israel used to call for the signing of & peace treaty (with
the Arsbs). Assuming for a moment that such a peace treaty was to be concluded before
June, would Israel then have demanded new Arab territories or would she have returned
some territories to their owners in exchange for such a treaty? The Arseb States have
announced their agreement to recognize Israel and to sign a bona fide peace treaty with
hér, provided she withdrew from the territories she occupied in 1967.

(Vore)
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Yet -Israel has not withdrawn and does not want to withdraw. How, then, can she ask the
Arabs to recognize her and sign a peace treaty with her while her troops occupy the land
of Palestine and parts of other Arsb territories?

* % *

2T. March 19T1; AL~-BASHEER: "Peace!" by Muhammed Nasiriyya (Extracts)

Peace is a lofty hope with all peoples, and especially the Palestinian and Jewish peoples
who.have had to pay the price of wars whlch broke out in this region during the past few
decades

The peace vhich the Arabs want must have a price, and this price has already been paid by
the people of Palestine, in the form of lands, towns and villages which Israel occupied
in l?hS The peace whlch Israel wants, on the other hand, is peace without a price...The
Arab’ Stetes have expressed willingness to conclude a peace treaty with Israel; but the
Israeli Government does not wish to withdraw...and wants to keep the occupied terrltorles
and first and foremost the Arab city of Jerusalem. What, then, is this peace that Israel
is seeklng? .What price is Isrsel w1111ng to pay in exchange for a just peace?

Israel must be assured that the Arasbs are earnestly trying to obtain a Just peace and that
they’do not wish to wage another war, But would Isrsel believe in this desire and with-
draw from (occupied) Areb territories, after which peace can be realized, or does she re-
fuse to believe in the Arsgbs' talk asbout peace and insists on keeping these territories?
This is what the Arab people, and the people of Palestine particularly, want to know
frankly from Israel. If Israel wants real peace, then she must withdraw, and there are
international guarantees to safeguard the peace after her withdrawel. If, however, Israel
w&nta to keep the territories, then one could justly say that she does not want peace and
has’ no de51re to end the Mlddle East crisis.

* ¥ %

14 March 1971; AL-QUDS Editorial: "Mrs., Meir's Statements"

Israell Prime Mznlster Mrs. Golda Meir's interview in the London Times delineates the map
whlch Israel wents for the Middle Eest in some detail; it also places several clear-cut
conditlons which Israel stipulastes for bringing peace to the area.

Thesg ccnditions fall into three categories. The first relates to the Ultimate status of
the éaza Strip, Sharm el-Sheikh, the Golan Heights and the Arsb city of Jerusalem. The
secoqd relates to Israel's presence in the whole of Sinai and the two banks of the River
Jorden. The third has to do with Israel's refusal to allow the deployment of Egyptian
arms-in Sinei and of Jordanian arms in the West Benk, and the categorical rejection of eny
independent Palestinian entity on the assumption that this would bear the seeds of war
agaiﬁst Israel.

After stipulating all these conditions, Golda Meir seys it is imperstive that no more wars
should breek out, and calls for negotlatlons provided that none of the parties submit any
prlor condltlons' It is as though Golda Meir does not see that every one of her statements
constltutes a prior condition! It is, indeed, as though she does not realize that the
1og1e of her statements implies taklng with the left hand all that she wants to give with
her right hand, and that such logic means in practice that Golda Meir covers the path to
peace with 1nsurmountable obstacles, obstacles arising from the feeling of victory and a
conviction that terms can be dlctated

And all this at a time in which Golds-Veir and other Isrseli leaders never cease denying
that their conditions are inspired by victory and continue to assure us that these conditions
are motivated by a desire to attain peace. But is it possible to call what Golda Meir wants

peace that is meant to last?
¥ ¥ ¥
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« THE PALESTINIANS.

22 March 1971; AL-QUDS; This Is My Opinion by Muhammed Abu Shilbaya
AE Y“Palestinian Guarantees and Internstional Guarantees'

The problem which U.S, Secretary of State William Rogers has described as being extremely
grave, and which he said might cause a third world war, is none other than the Palestine
problem which concerns the Palestinians first and foremost. However, new cooks were added
and the problem became a Middle Eastern one! Then still more cooks were brought in and
the problem became an all Arab and then an internaticnal one, in which everybody has s
stake except the Palestinians themselves.

Flnally, at the end of the long treck, the problem became concentreated in the hands of the
U.S. and the Soviet Union, or rather the former firs? and foremost, and the desired settle-
ment- became that which is sought by the twe Super-Pcwers, or rather one of them: the U.S.
In this way, the term "international guarantees” nov denotes what satisfies Washington,
without reference to the viewpoint either of the Pzlestinians or the countries of the
Middle East as a whole,

The guestion is, however: Would American-Soviet guarantees, or unilateral American guar-
antees, be capable of bringing about a just and lasting peace or just an American-Soviet
peace only? The fact is that international guarantees alone will never produce any peace;
ell they can do is to give us an armistice. This is because international guarantees will
never be more than a periodic phencmenon: At = ceriain stege in their struggle the two
Super-Powers will honor them, at another they will b2 rendered useless, in which case war
willibresk out and more bloodshed will ensue...

And it perhaps is precisely this that the Super-Powers want, and especially the U,S. For
what'the Super-Powers really want is that the problen remain without e final settlement,
and that in any settlement there cugh: to pe left a _oophole through which they can pro-
voke more wars in which the peoples o the area woull be used as cannon fodder to serve
these Powers' own interests and ambitions.

The guarantees which will be capable >f really safeguprding peace should be Pslestinian

as well es internestional guarantees., The "Palestiniaa guarantees” can be cbtained only
throﬁgh the Palestinian people’s being granted its lezitimate rights, foremost among which
is. 1ts right to self-determination through a free reftrendum, follow1ng a period in which
the- occupzed parts of Palestine are placed under U.N. trusteeship. After this, and only
after it, sbould the international guarantees come, as reinforcement for the "Palestinian
gudrﬁntees" which constitute the first end most imporﬂant foundation for a just peace.

‘ % ¥ %
21 Mgrch 1971; AL-QUDS: '"Admiration!" by Sani al-Bizar

Some Israeli officiels do not meke a secret of their preferences: they prefer to conclude
an_qgreement with the Amman regime concerring the future of the occupied territories,
Se¢ret as well es open meetings teke place. pronouncemen's are made in eblic, strange
attitudes assumed, expressions of mutual amiration are made, fond memories 1nvoked and
agreement seens to be imminent!

Golda Meir states: '"We shall grant Jordan -he right to use the ports of Gaze ant Hgjfa
there is no room for a third State between the sea and the desert; we do not want a gtgte
'that ‘bears the seeds of hatred..." Shlomo Hlllelholds meetings w1th West Bank leaders,
after which he announces to the Press "The inhabitants of the West Bank cling to the
present regime in Amman!’’ NEWSWEEK tells of mn sgreement concliuded between Israel and
Jordan following talks between Allon and Hussyiny General Deyan sings the praises of the
King's wisdom and his moderation, though he hes no faith in the prof1c1ency of (Hussein's)

army; and Hussein admires Dayan, “the brave military commander" { )
. More
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Eliahu Sasson, the former Minister, speaks in his memoirs about the late King Abdullah,
end ‘Sesson is one of those who partzczpated in the conclusion cof the Rhodes agreement 1n
1949, and has written many artlcles advocating making peace with the former King's grand-
son'

We dp not interfere in the right of officials to say what they like or express their
opinjons and reveal their sentiments. But if these opinions are liable to harm the rights
of others, cr hurt the feelings of a whole people, then we have & right to object! Our
peopie has slready proclaimed his non-confidence in the leaders of the defeat! Our people.
deiands thet those responsible for the massacres, the disasters and the tragedies are
brought to account! We reject the attempt made by Minister Hillel to misrepresent the
wishes and will of the Arsb inhabitants: The leaders whom he has met represent no one

but “themselves, and he is aware of this! ‘

We assure Mrs. Meir thet the uprooting of '"the seeds of hatred" will never be accomplished
excapt by recognizing the rights cf the peoples, and that persistence on the part of
officials in ignoring the rights of the people of Palestine is bound to breed more hatred
and more hostility! We reject all agreements concluded in the dark, without the people's
superv151on its perticipation and consent. Any settlement of the conflict must affirm
the rights of the two peoples, and must guarantee coexistence and cooperation between
them; it must also provide for the elimination of all kinds of domination, exp101tatlon
and enslavement .

We demand an end to the occupation and implementation of resolutions adopted by inter-
nationel orgenizations and safeguarding the rights of the two peoples in the land,..The
people of Pslestine demands its right to self-determination, and seeks to set up a natlonal
reglme that would guarantee stability, repastriaticn and dlgnlty.

* * =

b JORDAN AND THE WEST BANK
17 March 1971; AL-QUDS: Prickings by Abu Marwan

Infall seriousness, I am beginning to doubt very much if the Government in Amman still
considers the inhabitants of the West Bank Jordanian citizens! -

The behaviour of this Gowvernment now gives the impression that it is beginning to rid it-
self of the burden of this "citizenry" little by little, or at least this is what one may
adduce from the abnormal measures taken st the bridge. Otherwise how is one to explain
the .way in which a citizen who heppens to be a great Justice of the Peace is sent back
unceremoniously to the West Bank, being prevented from continuing his way to Amman? How,
moreover, is one to explain the existence of tlack lists containing the names of other
c;tlzens and kept by the security police across the river? How, finally, is one to ex-
plaln the regulation to the effect that no document other than e valid passport could con-
stitute sufficient proof of a citizen's identity?

All these measures, with their arbitrariness, cruelty, foolishness and short-sightedness,
can have only one meaning; i.e., the Government's gradual sbandonment of its duties towards
the citizens and thei- interests. Instead of greeting these citizens with ahalan wa-sghlan
end ''wve have been missing you," the practice now has become to tell them off and shout,
"peat iti"....

2 . SR % W
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(More)
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17 ﬁarch 1071; AL-QUDS: "Armman's Latest Measures and Our Senators and Deput;es
= by Muhammed Nasiriyys .

The ‘measures’ taren lately by the Jordanien Government against its officials in the West
Bank - neasures vhich include dismissels, pensionings and stoppage of salaries, indicate
that Amman has _ost the hope it enterteined during the past three years that-it will returp
to the West Ban, Ey taking these measures, the Jordenian Government is in fact trying

to get rid of employees who served it for decades. -

imman s cleim tkat it suffers from a financial crisis, end that by these dismissals it '
seeks to solvc that crisis, is ludicrous and has no bas;s in fact. Surely the Government
coulﬂ have founé solutions other than dispensing with the services of its officials?

The truth is that the finencial crisis from which Ammen suffers has its origins in the
huge embezzlements committed by the State's senior officials, as well as to the secret
funds spent by the Government on various informers and agents who submit llbelous reports

~_aga1nst ‘innocent people...

Only yesterdey the Jordanian Government used to appeal to its officials in the West Bank,
through Amman radic and the Jordan press, to continue observing Jordanien reguletions snd
keep considering themselves part end parcel of the civil service on the East Bank, To-
dey, the clouds have scettered and the Jordanien Government has finally decided to stop
peying all salariss to West Bank officials, dismissing a considerable number of Judges,
Justice Miristry officials, and others frum various Ministries and government departments.

These measures have been taken solely because Jordanian government employees in the West
Bank are of Palestinian origin., Had it been the contrary, had these officials been of
Jordanien origin, neither 21-Tel's Government nor any other Jordenian Goverament would
have dared ta“e sucn & step.

We here in the Vest Bank do not blame al-Tal's Government for deciding on what it has
decided upcn, Kather, we Dlame our Senators, Deputies and Ministers who continue occupy-
ing their seets in Parllament and the Cabznet but say notning, as though they were dumb.
If these Deputies and Ministers cannot do anything to protect the Palestinians of the
West. Bark, it wculd be far better for them to submit their resignations and leave their
posts, which have prevented them from seeing the truth or realizing the conspiracies that
ere being planned against us and them. He who aspires to lead his people and his country
hau to make sacrificez, rather than follow others like a despised slave,....

* R ¥
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«~ Vol. II No. 6 ISRAEL OFFICE
9 Ethiopia Strest

3 _ Jerusalem

FROM THE ARAB PPESS . . . .

In the intenests of improving Jewish-Arab undenstanding, the 1snael 0ffice
04§ the Amenican Juwish Committee translates and distrnibutes, twice a month,
© material appearing in the Anab press. Though matenial 48 sometimes extracted
- for brevity it is extracted in context and there {4 no attempt to delete on
to ediforiakize. The selection is based on an objective fudgment of relevance.
Comments on neactions are welcome. '

The material is generally Zaken grom AL-QUDS,.an independent daify pubfished in
East Jernusakem; AL-BASHEER, a weekly newspaper published in Bethlehem; ALWAN, a

- monthly fon Riteratune and the ants published in East Jenusalem; AL MIRSAD, a -
weekly published in Tel Aviv by Mapam; and AL-ANBA, a Jerusalem daily sponsored
by the 1snaeli Government.

¥ % %

THE SEARCH FOR PEACE

26 March 1971; AL-QUDS Editoriel: "A Settlement by Stages"

U.A:R. Foreign Minister Mashmoud Riad's assertion that his Government has reached the end
of the road, and Marshal Tito's statement that efforts to arrive at a peaceful settlement
of the Palestine problem have entered & blind alley, may not mean that all the doors are
ooy shut, or that war is in the offing. There are indications, in fact, that several
querters, and probably the U.S. first of all, still believe that one door remains open
thyough which these efforts may pess with a minimum of difficulties and stumbling blocks.

This}door, it has now become obvious, is the one through which o way may be found for the
reopening of the Suez Canal, to be made possible by an Israeli pull-back but without being
ac§o@panied by a parallel withdrawal of Egyptian troops on the west bank of the Canal.

It:is most likely that the announcement made by certain Israeli sources that Israel has
not rejected the proposed recpening of the Canal and that she is willing to withdraw L8
kilometers to the east of the Canal, mean thet this may be the only serious way out (of
the impasse) on which the U.S, and Isreel mey now agree. It is to be recalled that it

wag President Sadat who first broached this proposal,

It might not be en exaggeration to say that concentration on this particular subject stems
from'the convietion of the various leading parties, and especially Washington, that the
most relevant and likeliest way to a settlément does not present itself in the form of an
overall solution to be attained ir one installment but in a gradual settlement coming in
stages, the first of which would be the opening of the Suez Canal. Such a gradual settle-
~ ment may be the only way through which the parties interested can be made to leap over the
high well vhich is now in danger of barring the wey before the continuation of the Jarring
migsion. _ - '
7 * # %

22 March 1971; AL-QUDS Editorial: “Whither the Peaceful Settlement?"

Israéli Prime Minister Golda Meir asserts time and again that Israel would never withdraw
to any borders except those which Israel herself deems secure, end thaet she rejects all
international guerantees. On the other hand, the Committee charged with preparing the

(More)
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U.AFR. for war, headed by President Anwar al-Sadat, resolves tc mobilize all the country' 8
resqurces ‘o he ready for the battle, and its dec151ons encompass the whole length and
breaﬂth of Egypt.

Furthermore, Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban declares, after his meeting with the U.S.
U.N: Ambasaador George Bush, that close ties and an identlty of interests link Washington.
to 1srael whereas Bush hlmself affirms that his Government supports Dr. Jarring's m1551on,
h:ntlng at "some” differences between his country and Isrsel, however, Bush goes on to
assert that both countries ere eager to restore peace tc the Middle East

Amigst all these sometimes contradictory, sometimes vague proncuncements, U.S. Secretary
of ptate Williem Rogers comes up with the statement that he will continue his gquest for
peage, as though he vants to suggest that the proposels cerrying his name, and the Jarring
misgion to which he continues to pledge his country's support, no longer constituted the
road to a peaceful settlement!

Out of all this darkness, the questions which the‘ordinary inhebitant of the Middle East
and the world as a whole would want to ask are: When and how will Rogers and others
stumble on the peaceful settlement? Is it possible that the U.S. needs so ruch time,
effort and contemplation in order to bring sbout a peaceful sclution? Or is the U.S.
perhaps trying to keep such a peaceful settlement "buried” under enormous heeps of inter-
estf and ambitions?

' = % ¥

MRS. MEIR'S "TIMES" INTERVIEW

19 March 19T1; AL-ANBA: "Concerning Mrs. Meir's Interview" by Mubemmed Nasiriyya

A gyeat deal is being said these days sbout the statements made lately by Prime Minister
Mrs, Golde Meir to the Deputy-Editor of the London Times. In what people say in their

_ draying rooms and privete conversations, there is almost a consensus of opinion to the
effeet that Mrs, Meir's statements were unreasonable and that Arabs everywhere cannot
under eny circumstances agree to her proposals, since any settlement of the Middle East
crigis will have to be a just settlement giving each party its legitimate rights.

If, however, Mrs. Golda Meir is trying to impose her proposals on the Arabs because she
speeks from a position of strength, then she is making a misteke. The Prime Minister
must not forget that force, war and destruction cannot accomplish that meaningful peace
whiph all the parties to the dispute advocate,

Isrgel no doubt can continue to hold on to all the territories she has occupied; she can
also say openly that she does not want to withdraw from any part of the land of Palestine.
Israel cannot, however, at the seme time say that she wants peace and reconciliation with
thg Arabs. After ell, everything has a price. If Israel seeks peace then she must pay -
TR TR O R e e e
satlsfled w1th keeplnr those whlcn she occupied

in 1948,

Prior to the June war of 1967, Israel used to call for the signing of a peace treaty (w1tb
the Araebs). Assuming for a moment that such a peace treaty was to be concluded before |
June, would Isrsel then have demanded new Arab territories or would she have returned

some territories to their owners in exchange for such a treaty? The Arsb States have
announced their agreement to recognize Isrsel and to sign a bona fide peace treaty with
her provided she withdrew from the territories she occupied in 19 T

{More)
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Yet sIsrael has not withdrewn and does not want to withdraw. How, then, can she ask the
Arebs to recognize her and sign a peace treaty with her while her troops occupy the land
of Ealestlne and parts of other Areb territories?

* % %

27 March 1971; AL-BASHEER: "Peace!" by Muhammed Nasiriyya (Extracts)

Peage is a lofty hope with all peoples, and especially the Palestinian and Jewish peoples
‘who. have had to pay the price of wars which broke out in this region during the past few
decaﬂes...

The peace which the Arabs went must have a price, and this price has already been paid by
the people of Pelestine, in the form of lands, towns and villages which Israel occupied

in l9h8 The peace whlch Israel wants, on the other hand, is peace without a price.,.The
Arsb*Stetes have expressed willingness to conclude a peace treaty with Isrgel:; but the
Isragll Government does not wish to withdraw...and wants to keep the occupied terrltorles
and first and foremost the Arab city of Jerusalem. What, then, is this peace that Israel
is seeklng?;. What price is Isrsel willing to pay in exchange for & just peace?

Iarael must be assured that the Arebs are earnestly trying to obtain a just peace and that
they“do not wish to wage another war. But would Israsel believe in this desire and with-
drew from (occupied) Arsb territories, after which peace can be realized, or does she re-
fuse to believe in the Arabs' talk sbout peace and insists on keeping these territories?
This is what the Arsb people, and the people of Palestine particularly, want to know
frankly from Israel. If Isreel wants real peace, then she must withdraw, and there are
1nternatlonal guarantees to safegusard the peace after her withdrawal. If, however, Israel
wants to keep the territories, then one could justly say that she does not want peace and
has no desire to end the Mlddle East crisis.

* % %

1k March 1971 ; AL-QUDS Editorial: "Mrs. Meir's Statements"

Israell Prime Minister Mrs. Golda Meir's interview in the London Times delineates the map
whlch Israel wents for the Middle Eaet in some detail; it a&lso places several clear-cut
conditlons which Israel stipulates for bringing peace to the area.

These ccniitions fall into three categories. The first relates to the ultimate status of
the. Gaza Strip, Sharm el-Sheikh, the Golan Heights and the Areb city of Jerusalem. The
second relates to Israel's nresence in the whole of Sinai and the two banks of the River
Jordgn The third has to do with Israel's refusal to allow the deployment of Egyptien
arms-in Sinai and of Jordanian arms in the West Bank, and the categorical rejection of any
independent Palestinian entity on the assumption that this would bear the seeds of war
ageinst Israel.

After stipulating all these conditions, Golda Meir seys it is imperative that no more wars
shouid break out, and calls for negotiations provided that none of the parties submit any
prlon condatlons' It is as though Golda Meir does not see that every one of her statements
constitutes a prior corndition! It is, indeed, as though she does not realize that the
logiq of her statements implies taking with the left hand all that she wants to give with
her ‘right hand, end that such logic meens in practice that Golda Meir covers the path to
peacq with insurmountable obstacles, obstacles arising from the feeling of victory end &
conviction that terms can be dlctated

And all this at a time in which Golda Meir and other Israeli leaders never cease denying
that their conditions are inspired by victory and continue to assure us that these conditions
are motivated by a desire to attain peace. But is it possible to call what Golda Meir wants

peace that is meant to last?
: ¥ % ¥
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THE PALESTINIANS

22 March 1971; AL-QUDS; This Is My Opinion by Muhammed Abu Shilbaya
: “Palestinian Guarantees and International Guarantees"

The problem which U.S. Secretary of State William Rogers has described as being extremely
grave, and vhich he said might cause a third world war, is none other than the Palestine
problem which concerns the Palestinians first end foremost. However, new cooks were added
and the problem became a Middle Eastern one! Then still more cooks were brought in and
the problem became an all Areb and then an internaticnal one, in which everybody has a
stake except the Palestinians themselves.

Fiﬁa;ly, at the end of the long treck, the problem became concentrated in the hands of the
U.S.7and the Soviet Union, or rather the former firs* end foremost, and the desired settle-
ment became that which is sougnt by the two Super-Pr7ers or rather one of them: the U.S.
"In‘this way, the term "international guarantees™ nov denotes what satisfies Washington,
without reference to the viewpoint either of the Ps:estinians or the countries of the
Middle East as e whole.

Thé'éuestidn is, however: Would American-Soviet guarantees, or unilateral American guar-
antees be capable of bringing asbout a just and ‘esting peace or just an American-Soviet
peace only? The fact is that internationel guarantees alone will never produce any peace;
all they can do is to give us an armistice. Tkis is because international guarantees will
never be more than a periodic phencmenon: At = cerzain stege in their struggle the two

. Super-Fowers will honor them, at ancther they will bz rendered useless, in which case war
wxll break out and more bloodshed will ensue...

Ang: 1t perhaps is precisely this that the Super-Powers want, and especially the U.S. For
what :the Super-Powers really want is %“hat the problen remain without a final settlement,
and that in any settlement there cugh: to be left a _oophole through which they can pro—
voke:more wers in which the peoples o the area woulc be used as cannon fodder to serve
thesg Powers' own interests and ambitions.

The; guarantees which will be capable >f really safeguerding peace should be Palestinian

as 'well as international guarantees. The "Falestiniai guarentees” can be obtained only

thrcugh the Palestinian people's being granted its legitimate rights, foremost among which

is its rlght 'to self-determination through a free reftrendum, following a period in which

the’ occupled parts of Palestine are placed under U.N. trusteeshln After this, and only
after it, should the international guarantees come, af reinforcement for the "Palestinian
guargntees‘ which constitute the first end most impor-ant foundetion for a just peace.

. ® % %
21 ‘March 1971; AL-QUDS: "Admiration!" Uy Sani el-Bisar

Scme “Israeli officials do not meke a secret of their osreferences: ‘they prefer to conclude
an agreement with the Amman regime concerring the future of the occupied territories,
Secrét as well as open meetings take place pronouncemen's are made in public, strange
attltudes assumed, expressions of mutual adwiration are made, fond memories 1nvoked and
agreement seens to be imminent!

Golda Meir states: "We shall grent Jordan “he right to use the ports of Gaza ant Hajifa;
therg is no room for a third State between the sea and the desert; we do not want a,qtate
that bears the seeds of hatred..." Shlomo Hlllelholds meetings w1th West Bank leaders,
after which he announces to the Press "The inhabitants of the West Bank cling to the
presgnt regime.in Amman!® NEWSWEEK tells of mn agreement concluded between Israel and
Jordan following telks between Allon and Hussiiny General Deyan sings the praises of the
King's wisdom and his moderation, though he hiss no faith in the proficiency of (Hussein's)

iy

army; and Hussein admires Dayan, ‘‘the brave military commander™! ( )
: More
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Eliéhu Sasson, the former Minister, spesks in his memoirs about the lete King Abdullah,
and Sasson is one of those whe participated in the cconclusion of the Rhodes agreement in
19&9, end has written many articles advocating making peace with the former King's grand-
son!:

We do not interfere in the right of officials to say what they like or express their
opinions and reveal their sentiments. But if these opinions, are lisble to harm the rights
of others, cr hurt the feelings. of a whole people, then we have & rignt to object! Our
people has already proclaimed his non-confidence in the leaders of the defeat! Our people.
demands that those responsitle for the massacres, the disasters and the tragedies are
brought to account! We reject the attempt made by Minister Hillel to misrepresent the
wishes and will of the Arsb inhebitants: The leaders whom he has met represent no one

but -themselves. and he is aware of this!

We gssure Mrs. Meir that the uprooting of "the seeds of hatred" will never be accomplished
excé@t by recognizing the rights of the peoples, and that persistence on the part of
officials in ignoring the rights of the people of Palestine is bound to breed more hatred
and @ore hostility! We reject all agreements concluded in the dark, without the people's
supervision, its participation and ccnsent. Any settlement of the conflict must affirm

the yrights of the two peoples, and must guarantee coexistence and cooperastion between
them; it must also provide for the eliminagtion of &ll kinds of domination, exploitetion
and enslavement

We demand en end to the occupation and implementation of resolutions adopted by inter-
nationel organizations and safeguarding the rights of the two peoples in the land...The
peogle of Palestine demands its rignt to self-determination, and seeks to set up .a n&tlonal
reglpe that would guarantee stebility, e“atrlatlcn and dlgnlty.

* ¥ ¥

JORDAN AND THE WEST BANK
17 March 1971; AL-QUDS: Prickings by Abu Marwan

In all serlousness, 1 am beginning to doubt very much if the Government in Amman still
considers the 1nhab1tants of the West Bapk Jordanian citigzens!

The behaviour of this Government now glves the impression that it is beginning to rid it-
self- of the burden of this "citizenry" little by little, or st least this is what one may
adduce from the gbnermal measures taken at the bridge. Otherwise how is one to explain
the way in which a citizen who happens to be a great Justice of the Peace is sent back
unceremoniously to the West Bank, being prevented from continuing his wey to Amman? How,
morepver, is one to explain the existence of vlack lists conteining the names of other
citizens and kept by the security police across the river? How, finelly, is one to ex-
plaln the regulation to the effect that no document other than e valid passport could con-
stltute sufficient proof of a citizen's identity?

All these measures, with their arbitrariness, cruelty, foolishness and short-sightedness,
cean have only one meaning; i.,e., the Government's gradusl abandomment of its duties towards
the gitizens and thei- interests. Instead of greeting these citizens with ghalan wa-sahlan

end "we have been missing you," the praectice now has become to tell them off and shout,
"beat itl"....

(More)
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. 17 Mearch 1971; AL-QUDS: "Amman's Latest Measures and Our Senstors and Deputles

" ) by Muhemmed Nasiriyys

The measurec talen Jlately by the Jordanien Government asgainst its officials in the West
Bank - neasires which include dismissals, pensionings and stoppage of salaries, indicate
thev' Amman Has ‘.ost the hope it entertalned ‘during the past three years that 1t will return
to’ the West Banl:, By taking these measures, the Jordsnian Government is in fact trying

to get rid of 2rployees who served it for decades

Arman's claiw that it suffers from a financisal crisis, and that by these dismissals it
seske to solve that crisi s, is ludicrous and has no basis in fact. Surely the Government
could have founc solutions other than dispensing with the services of its officiels?

«The truth is thut the financial crisis from which Amman suffers has its origins in the
huge embezzlements committed by the State's senior officials, as well as to the secret
funds spent by the Government cn varicus informers and agents who submit litelous reports
agalnst innocert neoele

Only;yestezdaj the Jordanian Government used to appeal to its officials in the West Bank,
. through Arman radio and the Jordan press, to continue cbserving Jordanian regulatiocns and
keep: considerir:; themselves part and percel of the civil service on the East Bank, To-
uey, ~the clcuds have scattered and the Jordenien Government has finally decided te stop
p&yln& 21l salaiizs to West Bank officials, dismissing a considerable number of Judges,
Juetlcc Ministr; »fficials, and others from various Ministries and government departments.

mhese measures have been taken solely because Jordanian government employees in the West
Baunk. are of Palmst_nlan origin. Had it been the contrary, had these officials been of
Jordanien origin, reither al-Tel's Government nor any other Jordenian Government would
have. dared toke suzh a step.

We here in the Tlest Eank do not blame al-Tal's Government for deciding on what it has
deeided upon. Father, we blame our Senators, Deputles and Ministers who continue occupy-
ing their seats in Parllament and the Cablnet but say nothing, as though they were dumb.
It these Deputies and Ministers cannot do anything to protect the Palestinians of the
West: Bank, it w.uld be far better for them to submit their resignations end leave their
postp, which haiz prevented them from seeing the truth or reelizing the conspiracies that
are being planncd against us and them, He who aspires tc lead his pecple and his country
has to meke sscrifices, rether than follow others like a despised slave.....
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

REPORT FROM ISRAEL

February 1971

NOTE: The following report is sent regularly to

' the American Jewish Committee by an Israeli
observer of affairs in that country. His
comments do not necessarily reflect the
views of the AJC.

This is a time of grave difficulty for Israel. The
cease-fire agreement between Israel and Egypt, now in
effect for a total of six months, has been extended by
Egyptian last minute consent for just one more month,
reportedly on an express promise from Secretary of State William
P. Rogers to see to it that from now on the Jarring talks will
offer more concrete results. What these results might be,
we 'shall see in a minute. -

The United Nations General Assembly resolved in November
1970 to give the parties a chance to make progress on the
Jarring talks. At the end of December Israel returned to
the talks, and early in January she gained a tactical advantage
in having Jarring visit Israel and receive from Prime Minister
Golda Meir Israel's plan which contained 14 constructive
points. The three major points were: Withdrawal from occupied
areas against agreement on safe and defensible borders,
cancellation of the Arab boycott, and an undertaking by all
sides to settle the refugee problem. The proposals were put
to Egypt and Jordan. The latter made vague and rather
hostile noises in its reply, but these did not matter. In
actual fact Jordan today is no danger or trouble to Israel.
The danger comes from Egypt, which went back to its basic
demana, a pledge by Israel to total withdrawal from all
occupied territories, before any talks can take place. Egypt
then threatened two things: To resume the fighting along
‘the Suez Canal, and to take the matter back to the U.N.
Security Council, where the dice are all loaded against Israel.

No War Until March 772 Both these steps have now been
! ' temporarily put off, but Egypt

; has managed to put Israel on the

spot once again. The world breathes in relief that the




fighting at the Suez Canal is not being resumed right this
minute, and time has been bought, for just thirty more days.
But, what will happen next? From Israel, the following
situation should be reported:

Every time a cease-fire is officially due to expire,
the armed forces are on the alert, and everybody is very
tense. The same is probably true of the other side as well.
In Israel this 1is a great strain on resources and also on
nerves. The public kept asking one question in the three
weeks before February 5, the end of the cease-fire: Will there
be war? And if it will not break out again now, when will
it break out?

. The one thing virtually nobody here believed in is the
coming of peace. The reason is simple. The Egyptians want
total and unconditional withdrawal, while the Israelis want
total and firm peace. The two positions are fundamentally
different, and unless someone can bridge the gap between them,
nothing will come of the Jarring talks, the U.N. Security
Council resolutions, or even talks by the U.N. ambassadors of
the Four Powers, or Secretary William P. Rogers' optimistic
interventions with either party. The outlook, from Israel,
appears grim.

True, for the moment the parties are jostling for positions
of tactical advantage. Progress could be made, if the Egyptians
were ready to listen, and there appears to be some popular
desire for peace. However, President Sadat is believed to
be under terrific pressure from his young officers tc resume
the war. These young bloods just want to fight, even if they
surely will be beaten again, as most of them know they will.
Second, on the international scene Egypt has considerable
backing, from the Afro-Asians at the U.N. and not least, from
Britain and France, and of course Russia. Only American still
maintains a balanced view, talking to boéth the Egyptians and
the Israelis, and managing to cool both sides. How long
. this will last, it is difficult to say. '

Withdrawals and elections It should be made clear, that
after all the debating in '
Israel about secure borders,
withdrawals, and whether Israel should or could absorb a
million more Arabs with the occupied areas, this much is clear.
The present government, representing no doubt the majority
view of the people at this time, will not agree to unconditional
withdrawals from anywhere before it is certain that the Arabs
will make peace. There will be no prior withdrawal. If
the alternative to that is fighting, then fighting it will be.
The right-wing Gahal party left the government last August
over the issue of whether Israel should resume the Jarring
talks. Now, the talks have been resumed, but if Israel is




forced to go beyond talks into unilateral withdrawals, without
any assurances for peace and secure, or defensible, borders,.
then Mrs. Meir's government will ask for elections, to get

a new mandate from the pecople. Arrangements have quietly
been made by the majority, headed by the Israel Labor party,
for snap elections to be held, if such a mandate has to be
asked for at very short notice. '

Rely on Itself-- Not Guarantees Until this happens, Israel
may have to face several

' difficult situations. One
course is a possible new outbreak of war. Israel does not
wish to be the starter of another war in this area, one which
would perhaps--but no more than perhaps--lead to a larger
conflagration. Another would be a change in the American
position, whereby the United States would demand of Israel
to start withdrawals from some occupied areas as a first step
toward some peace arrangements. Defense Minister Moshe Dayan
suggested as much himself six weeks ago, butthe Egyptians,
in their folly, turned this proposal down. They demand total
withdrawal. The new situation, now lurking behind the bushes,
seems to be one in which Israel might be "persuaded" by the
United States government to start withdrawing against the
creation of international "reliable guarantees" and an
international peace-keeping force. Mrs. Meir has turned down
both these suggestions, but that is probably not the last
we shall hear of them from Washington. The only guarantee
the Israelis are prepared to trust in is their own fighting
ability. That is, they want arms from abroad, and then will
do their own defending. They don't even want foreign military
"advisers" and certainly not any foreign soldiers, least of
all friendly American boys, to fight for the defense of Israel.
They question, in view of past failures, how reliable "reliable
guarantees" of a peace-keeping force would really be. For
obvious reasons, Israel will not even hear of a joint Soviet-
American patrol force. They don't want four soldiers in a jeep
or two soldiers in a jeep, on the old European post-war pattern.

Now it is quite possible that on these very points Israel
and the United States may clash. If that happens, things may
be very difficult indeed for Israel. But, where Israel has
to choose between her own ultimate security and the standpoint
of her friends, her own security comes first. There is always
a chance of her friends changing their mind. But, if Israel’
is attacked and in peril, thanks to the colossal Russian aid
and support to the Arabs, then defense comes before anything.

Attack Across Canal The Egyptians are ready to cross the
; Suez Canal at scores of points. All
preparations have been laid to that
end, embarkatlon sites, drives down into the Canal water,
collapsible bridges ready for immediate use, ete. It is all




done in full view:of the Israeli soldiers, so as to-openly
warn them of the Egyptian intention. Indeed, it is by now
declared Egyptian policy to attack across the Suez Canal,
if Israel does not withdraw of her own accord.

What then- is holding back the Egyptians from coming :
across in attack? First Russian caution, because the Russians
probably realize that this may lead to another debacle. Then,
a feeling by the Egyptians that perhaps not everything is as
good and ready on their side as their confident talks would
lead one to believe. Israeli air power is still stronger
than Egyptian, Russian missile sites notwithstanding. True,
new and additional Russian missiles. have been installed,
but Israel has greatly improved her own air potentlal
Military experts believe--and this would need testing--
that Israel is still superior in the air. The mere fact that
Egypt agreed to forego another military adventure on February. 5
shows that she may bé very unwilling to take the risk.

Reliable reports from Egypt just before February 5 showed

that the Egyptians were very worried about an Israeli attack
first. In the. past, whenever the Egyptians girded themselves
visibly for war, the Israelis managed to strike the first
blow, which  usually was the decisive one. There is no

reason to believe that the situation had changed 51gn1flcantly
during February and_ therefore the feeling of most fore;gn -
observers at the end of the month was that Egypt would
reluctantly agree to a de facto continuation of the cease-fire
when it expired on March 7. Whether the. agreement would be
formal and public or-tacit and private would not much matter
as long as there was no new shooting. :

Jordan Quiet ~ Just one word about Jordan. : Things have
been very quiet on that border for some
months. King Hussein has ground down the

terrorlst groups, and stopped them from attacking Israel

from his own. territority. The only place they still manage
to give some trouble is from Lebanon. The Lebanese are
either unw1111ng or unable to stop them as firmly as Hussein
has.

The  heyday of the terrorists is over.. They were never
more than a mirage on a hot summer's day, an illusion of
prowess and of war. They were just a nuisance and it did
not take too long to wear them out. Their image is fading
fast among the Arabs themselves. Yet, it is interesting
to note that King Hussein did .not start wiping them out until
he saw his own throne endangered by them. Until then,
he let them give trouble to Israel.

Occupied Territories Which raises the guestion as to
: 2 ‘what to do with the occupied areas
: and their inhabitants. Gaza, the
West Bank and the Sinai Peninsula are three separate parts.
Sinai is of no real value to Israel other than as a buffer




strip against sudden air attacks from Egypt. If other ways
are found to give early warning of Egyptian sneak air attacks,
Sinai is dispensible. However, the question has still not
been answered whether America really wants Israel to quit the
Suez Canal, and make it open for the Russians to sail down
south. This, malnly, is an American strategic problem.

West Bank Does Well As to the West Bank, never has that
area been so well off and its
inhabitants so peaceful, not even under
King Hussein before 1967. The West Bank now has the best of
both worlds. They trade with both Jordan (and the Arab oil
producing states beyond) and with Israel. They trade in cash,
for political reasons, and so have no credit problems. They
work in Israel, and get good wages. They travel abroad and
can freely spend thelr newly acquired money.

Gaza: Terror and Poverty Only in Gaza is there trouble,
and plenty of it. Owing to

the many years of great poverty,
terrorism can flourish with little money to spend. Laborers
going into Israel are terrorized, and so are others. More
than 130 Arabs were murdered by Arab terrorists in the Gaza
Strip since 1967, most for political reasons. The Israeli
forces seem more or less powerless, until the border patrol of
the Israeli Police moved in. They used strong arm tactics,
and were severely criticized for it. But, they managed to
put down terrorist action, at least for the moment.. As soon
as they leave, terrorism will erupt again.

The cure for Gaza, as Moshe Dayan pointed out, can only
come from certainty about its political future and relief of
poverty. The two are interlocked. Dayan adumbrated the
annexation of the Gaza Strip to Israel when he said that the
Gazans must get used to being Israelis. This would mean taking
in 450,000 additional Arabs, but from the point of view of
defensible borders, there is no other way for Israel. Once
annexation is put through, and the sooner the better for the
sake of political clarity, then poverty there can be really
relieved. Then, and only then, will terrorism stop in Gaza.
That is the view of many Israelis. Others have suggested
demilitarizing Gaza and making it part of a Palestinian or
Jordanian state linked in a common market with Israel.

Jews, Israelis, Hebrews = Israel is essentially a country of
- many contrasts, and of many peoples,
) even though it was created as a
Jewish state. There are not only the Arabs. Take some of the
others. There are Jews in Israel who prefer to be known as
Israelis or as "Hebrews," and it is not a matter of semantics
for them. The Canaanites are a small group of Jews who feel
they belong to this part of the world rather than to the

Jewish people. Most of them have changed their mind since 1967,
when "this area" turned against them, and the Jewish people




all over were their best support. However, some still linhger
on. One such, a poet, presSed the Israeli authoritiés to
classify him as "Hebrew" rather then "Jewish," and the
authorities gave in, just for the sake of peace and quiet.

Karaites Another frlnge group, but more historical and
less capricious, is that of the fundamentalist

‘ Jews. Are the Karaites Jews in the full sanse?
These are not converts, they are of ancient Jewish stock. - But
they only acknowledge the Bible and its teachings, and refuse
to accept the post-biblical Jewish tradition.  They are Jews,
but having different traditions and laws, they need different
rabbis and rabbinical courts for their personal status gquestions,
such as marriage, divorce and inheritance. The normal Jewish
rabbinical courts will not judge their cases. So, special
rabbinical courts for Karaite Jews are now being set up here,
"if one of the parties desires that jurisdiction." There
are about 4,000 Karaites in Israel.

Converts _The problem of converts to Judalsm is becoming
‘more important. Of the East European immigrants,
many are married to non-Jews. In Vienna, on the

way to Israel, there is a Jewish authorlty which converts

these non-Jews, so that they can come to Israel by virtue of
the Law of Return, as Jews. This is the situation created
by the recent changes in that law. The Viennesé conversion
authority operates on conservative-reform pr1n01ples and
makés conversion fairly easy, as a sort of transit operation.

Now, the rabbinical authorities in Israel have taken up the

matter, and declared they will not recognize these Viennese

conversions to Judaism as valid. This runs counter to the
agreed government policy and legislation in the matter.

Days of Rest The Sabbath problem still comes up every -once
in a while. Someone in the Knesset has come
up with a novel idea. So as to give the

rellglous Israell a day of rest.unfettered by inability to

travel or play: Declare a day of rest at each New Moon, which ~

is the first of each lunar (Jewish). month. The idea of .

celebrating Rosh Hadesh dates back to the ancient Klngdom gt -

Judea; but is it feasible today? In principle there is nothlng

against it, any more than a weekly half day off for shop

keepers, or the blue Monday in France. In Israel, most people
work a somewhat shortenedckurFrlday, the day before the Sabbath,
but Sunday is an ordlnary work day for Jewish Israelis. So
there are nearly six full working days in Israel. The problem
is complex, but not insoluble, Already at present Christians
are entitled to select Sunday and Muslims Friday as their
official day of rest.

Taxation Apart from war, there are always economic problems
in Israel. The government is still trying to
maintain its holding operation on prices, wages,



and taxes, known as the "package deal." All three are going
up, however, wages least of all. Prices have gone up more
than anything. The government, using war expenditure as a .
reason, has -increased taxation in all sorts of ways, but

wages have only risen fractionally. By official statistics,
based on selected items, prices went up by over ten percent

in 1970. Actually they rose by thirty percent. Now taxation
is to be increased, a government undertaking notwithstanding.
The rise is not in new tax rates, these already reach a
maximum of 83 percent at 35,000 Israel pounds (ten thousand
dollars). The change is in deductible expenses, which are to
be drastically disallowed from now on. Management and staff
consider these changes a change in taxation, and are determined
to fight them. : '

City Taxes Next in line are city governments. They are in
deficits, partly through bad management and
over-staffing (due to local patronage) and
partly through rises in costs and large development projects.
The central government contributes to local budgets, but

there will be no increase in that. So they demand a rise.

in city taxes, by about forty percent for most areas. The
Histadrut, representing labor, opposes the new city taxes.

Teachers ‘Among those who got a wage hike recently were ,
high school teachers. This will cost the public
about IL 174 million and will have to be borne

in part by the cities. Yet, since it was the state which

gave in to the teachers' demands during their strike, the cities

refuse to share the extra expense. The teachers' wage hike

too is said to be about 40 percent. '

The prospecf for 1971 is that geherally wages will be
allowed to rise by ten percent across the board, w1thout
shaking economic planning.

Less Consumer Goods. There has been a recession in consumer
goods, including imports. The main
decline has been in durables, such as
television sets and motor cars (17 percent drop). Perishables
have dropped by only one percent. This is due to price rises
and to fear that the recent prosperity may not last. As

things are now, television has made such strides here in a’
short time, that one in every two families now has a set, and
the larger and poorer families are more likely to have a set
than some of the middle class families who have so far resisted
the tube. Bearing this in mind, and with a view to keeping
consumption in check, the government turned down a proposal

of the broadcasting authority to introduce commercial advertising
on televisions. Even though the authority needs the commercial
income, it is better for the viewer not to have the commercials.

The only activity'ﬁhich continues at full speed is in
the building and real estate field. This is due to immigration
and the defense effort.



The Bank of Israel is strenuously trying to keep consumer
spending down, because so much of it is' spent on imported goods.
As things are now, Israel has a huge debt in foreign currency,
close to three billion dollars, or a thousand dollars per capita.

Welfare What is the poverty line in Israel and how can
one relieve it? The line 1s at about IL 450
($129) per month for a family with two children. Some 18,000
families in Israel receive regular, though modest, welfare
relief. There are a further 12,000 to 14,000 who subsist
without such relief. Bank of Israel Governor David Horowitz
proposed recently to give relief to these people through a
negative income tax, i.e., through state payments by way of
the social security system. But, the head of social security
has rejected this idea. He sees technical difficulties in
establishing criteria for the right to relief. - Further,
he fears that relief would weaken the need to work and earn
your living. :

Food From poverty to food: When Moshe Dayan was minister
of agriculture he made food growing a vast and
profitable enterprise for every farmer. Today, Israel's
prime exports are in food, not only citrus fruit, still its
biggest single item for export, but there are now all sorts
of other foods, vegetables and fruit, especially off-season,
seuch as strawberries at Christmas and early blooming flowers.
A growing field is canned and processed food. Contrary to
earlier estimates, non-citrus food exports will top the -$70
million mark. Since investment in agriculture is relatively
small, there are very good prospects for exporting additional
food from Israel in the future.

Computers and Stocks Computers have caught on fast in
Israel. There are already too many
in operation here. Now, a.plan has
been devised to get the state into partnership in the production
of computers in Israel, for export to other countries.

The Israel stock exchange has never been a major place
for financing enterprises. Last year its turnover dropped by
half on shares, and a little less on bonds. The government
itself tries to attract the public's money for its own bonds,
so the stock market stays on the side. This has led to complaints
from private industry that the government should do more to

- stimulate private investment.
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Because of the widespread interest in this, I decided to translate and distribute the
following article written by Uzi Benjamin, that appeared in & recent issue of Ha'aretz.
=? . # o #

3 Flnance Minister, Pinchas Sapir, urged by the Prime Minister, Golda Meir, instructed his
staff in the Mlnistry of Fingce, to find additional funds to deal with social matters,
espec1ally with the problems of marginal youth. The Government, especially Mrs. Mexr,
the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Police - were unnerved by the discovery of
agitation among the youth of Jerusalem's suburbs. They suspect that this might influence
similar uprisings in different parts of the country. They are seeking new solutions to
reveal ad hoc activities, to bring the wave to s halt. As usual, the Government was
surprised. The outbursts in Jerusalem which has been brewing under the surface for sev-
eral years now and which the suthorities have been aware of, returned and pointed out the
disassociation of the administretion from what is happening in the country. -

This week, one of the miristers told me: I am discovering the mation. It seems we are
not-an "Itrog Box" (?). Another minister said: The commotion around the Black Panthers
is exaggeration and shouldn't be taken seriously. There ape hundreds of places of work

- in Jerusalem. If the youths wanted to work, they could go to the employment office, and
wzthln deys they would find work. The flrst minister admitted that he was surprlsed by
the- agitatlon in Jerusalem, The second minister revealed, without intending to, a com-
plete disassociation from sociel problems, and in the right way of coping with them In
any ‘case, the alarmed approach of the government in this matter, proves, that there isn't
even one ‘member (of the Cebinet) that has an understanding of the subject, that will be-
_come en increasingly important problem in the Israell society in the coming years.

Mlnister of Finance Pinchas Sapir became acquainted with the gloomy sight of the wide
nergins of Israeli society in the last elections to the Knesset, Because of circumstan-
tial reasons, he became secretary of the Labor Party. On accoumt of his position, he
conqucted the election of his party and travelled around the country. He was shocked

to face the stark reality of the conditions of the suburbs and far-out immigrant districts.
Sapir feared the extent of the danger. Evaluations reached him by authorities that the
"human" level of the youth that grows up in these difficult conditions that he saw during
hiselection campeigns, has a direct impact on the seeurity of the country, including the
ability of these youth to fulfill their military obligatfons in Zehel. In his position,

as Minister of Finance, Mr., Sepir, interpretted his fears in terms of budgeting. The
welrare expenditure to needy families has grown significantly in the last 2 years. In
1969-70 a family of 10 persons received IL 178/month, The figure in the current.fiscal
year has gone up to a sum of ILL60. The estimated welfare coverage in 1969-T0, ‘to the
average needy family was 25% of the average income in the market, and this year this has
gon€ up to 35. 1%. In the coming fiseal yeer, the percentage will be considerably increased.
The “Ministry of Finance has come to the call of the Ministry of Welfare, also in additional
spheres. The Ministry of Welfare fears a change of policy. In 1969-T0, the budget of '
the Minzstry of Welfare was 9L million IL, It went up to 135 million this year and will
reach 160 million IL in the coming year.

(More)
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; .The question remains - why wan't the government informed on matters of welfare until
_thig just happened to be brought to the attention of Mr., Pinchas Sapir during his election-

‘“cempaigning in the various suburbs. This question is most valid, in view of the fact that
thepe exists still today an impenetrability and lack of understanding of social matters
amopg the higher authorities, primarily because of the negative image of the Ministry of
Welfare which has not managed to become a representative body of the deprived population .
befgre the administration. The Ministry of Welfare until recent years engaged in primitive
nethods which aroused suspicions that welfare funds were not utilized in a retional manner
for ‘the purposes they were destined for. The Ministry was lacking in professional man-
power and was itself not properly aware of the severe social problems of the State and
its obligation to struggle with these issues. The Mipistry of Welfare does not stand
aloge in this matter. There are no voluntary bodies, which are widespread in the Western
countries. It is easy to place the blame on the Ministry of Welfare alone. The opinion
among the professionals and higher officials of the Ministry of Welfare, that the negli-
genqe of the problems of welfare in this country has deeper roots.

The Israeli society is led by an adninistration which has been nurtured on an ideology of
productive lsbor. It did not acknowledge the existence of the problems of welfare. One
who ‘does not work does not deserve welfare. Although this is a simplistic exploration
it hlts the truth. Actuallv. there were no problems of welfare when the State was estab-
llshed There.we;e few cases of needy or aged people. Just now, in view of biological
lawq has the problem of the elderly become known. In 1948 the estimated percentage of
aged in the population was 3.8%; in 1970 - 6.5%. The figure for 10 years from now - 8%.
The ilarge waves of immigration of the Fifties created focii for severe social unrest -
-but there were no outbursts - as the immigrants were harnessed into the framework of
poljtical parties that knew hcw to suppress bitterness despite of their lack of informa-
tiofy ebout the needy and their rights - and despite the fact that their living conditions
_in the Masbarot (transit living quarters) and neglected districts vere for meny of them
.an 1mporvement when compared to the standard of living in their countries of origin. The
pregsure- of securlty matters shadowed over all internal questions, including that of
welfare..

The ‘emotional roots which tie the fathers of the country to an ideology of fifty years
past are felt even in recent decisions, Decisions in social matters are prevented by the
desire for equality. They do not come from the realization that it is the obligation of
the!state to foster governmental protectionism to thosé whose fate destined them to be on
the margins of society., In the ebsence of this awareness the price of bread is kept at
an ypreslistically low level which both rich and péor benefit from. The law of free
obligatory education until grade 9 includes all.

There was a change after the last elections. Monies-began to be directed to the promotion
of gocial issues. But because of the years of neglect, bottlenecks were created which :
funds could not penetrate., Lack of trained manpower. Lack of eppropriate work methods,
and ‘still, the lack of money. The following figures will explain the difficulties. In
the past year 10,830 youths have been directed to probation officers. The administration

- dealt only with 1000 of these youths. The number of youths who dropped out of elementary
schéols was 10,000. Just 1500 were absorbed by rehabilitation projects cf the Ministry of
Welfare. 8000 youths reach jurenlle courts each year; of them only 12% are placed in ’
1nst1tutions

The awekening among the higher officials in the wake of the unrest in Jerusalem proved
that. in domestic matters progress cannot be made without some outbursts. Such was the
case in the granting of funds and personnel in the area of public health after the Cholere.
eplsode. So is the case with the deprived sectors of the population. And perhaps this is
only natural that as the border clashes relax, the internal problems appear more prominent.
These problems deserve attention at all times. The uprisings in the underdeveloped areas
of Jerusalem awekened & spark of identification with these problems among many of those of
Oriental origins even the more established among them.
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The Battle of the Dunams

Since the Six-Day War in June 1967 the Israel government
has expropriated some 4,000 acres of land in Jerusalem, the
bulk of it across the former ''green line' which divided the city
for 19 years. These expropriations will no doubt figure prom-
inently ‘in any negotiations to be conducted between the Arab
states and Israel over the ultimate status of Jerusalem.

The primary purpose of the expropriations has been to
settle Jews in East Jerusalem in order to ensure that the city
is not divided again along ethnic lines. Housing Minister
Zeev Sharef stated clearly at a press conference in February
that the Government was determined to preserve the majority the
Jews have enjoyed in Jerusalem for more than a century.

A cardinal principlé in the land takings has been to ex-
propriate only non-arable waste land, for the most part rocky
hillsides, and to spare dwellings and agricultural land.

An exception to this rule was the walled 0ld City. In the
week immediately after the war, bulldozers cleared the warren
of hovels behind the Western Wall that constituted the Mograbi
Quarter. Instead of a narrow alley to which Jewish worshipers
had until -then been confined, a large plaza was opened up to
receive the throngs of visitors soon to arrive and to give this
holiest Jewish site a dignified setting. The 110 Arab families
in the Mograbi Quarter were relocated elsewhere in East Jerusalem.
The hovels in the Quarter were owned by a Moroccan foundation
which received a monthly rent of 20 pounds sterling. The Israel
government is continuing payment to the foundation at five or
six times the rate, according to Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek.

In the Jewish Quarter of the Old City, 112 dunams (about
28 acres) were expropriated. About 40% was Jewish-owned property
which had been captured by the Arabs during the War of Independence
when the Quarter fell to the Arab Legion and its Jewish population
was expelled by the Jordanians. Some 5,000 Arabs were found
living in the Jewish Quarter after the Six-Day War. It was de-
cided not to evacuate them en masse but only as the reconstruction
work in the Quarter reached each dwelling and after compensation
had been agreed to in separate negotiations with each apartment
owner. The purpose was to resettle the Jewish Quarter, in which
Jews had lived for 700 years, with Jews. To date some 3,000
Arabs have been moved out and officials say there has been no
opposition. Almost inevitably, the new apartments found by the
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Arab families outside the walls of the 0ld City have been superior
to the cramped apartments they had had in the Quarter. This
writer has met one Arab who had lived in the Quarter and was

now living in a large apartment on the Mount of Olives. He ex-
pressed himself as completely satisfied with the money he

received as compensation and with his new quarters.

In 1968, the government had its first large-scale expro-
priation of some 3,000 dunams (750 acres) in north Jerusalem.
The land consisted mainly of a strip comnecting Jewish Jerusalem
with the old Hebrew University campus on Mount Scopus. (Under
the 1949 Armistice Agreement with Jordan, Mount Scopus remained
under Israeli control. In the succeeding years Jordan restricted
Israeli access to the enclave., The opening of this corridor
had been the initial objective of Israeli troops in the battle
for Jerusalem in 1967.) The bulk of it had been no-man's-land
for two decades, thickly sown with mines. On this land, some
4,000 dwelling units are being built. Half of them are "included
in Ramat Eshkol which is almost completed. Other developments
include French Hill next to Mount Scopus on which several smaller
housing developments are being buillt including housing for Hebrew
University students and faculty, Givat Hamivtar where one and
two-family houses are being built on a former Jordanian army
position, and the soon-to-be completed Ramat Dafna which is
already being hailed as the best planned housing development in
Jerusalem This latter development is located on the portion of
no-man's-land where Israeli paratroopers made their breakthrough
in the Six-Day War.

Last summer, the Israel government expropriated another
12,000 dunams (3, 000 acres) -- most, but not all of it -- across
the former ' 'green line.' It fell 1arge1y into three blocks: in
the north of the city near Nebi Samuel, the Government House
area in the southeastern part of the city, and the Sharafat area
in the south of the city. The only large inhabited area taken
was a Jewish one-- the Mamilla Road and the old commercial center
complex opposite Jaffa Gate in what had been the Israeli sector
of the divided city. Here some 350 Jewish families and 300
Jewish-owned businesses will have to relocate to make way for
the expanding central business district. Across the former
"green line'" only 20 buildings inhabited by Arab families are
affected. The rest of the land taken was empty and non-arable.
The boundary lines drawn for the expropriated areas carefully
avoided fields or groves of olive trees. Land owned by Muslim
or Christian religious institutions was also avoided. Mayor
Kollek has estimated that about 207 of the expropriated land
was Jewish-owned.



The United Nations has complained that the Government House
expropriation involves UN-owned property. The UN compound at
Government House, headquarters of the UN truce supervisor, was
taken over by Jordanian troops on June 5, 1967. They were driven
out by Israeli troops who dug in on the strategic hilltop. The
buildings were returned to the UN two months later but the largely
wooded compound around it was kept for the most part in Israeli
hands. Authorities pointed out that the UN had no legal claim
to the site at all since the compound, built by the British
mandatory authorities, had been registered as the property of
the Palestinian government. The British High Commissioner upon
his departure turned it over to the Red Cross which in turn
handed it over the UN. Since the building had fallen into no-
man's-land, Israel had not put forward a claim to it in 1948
but with the reunification of Jerusalem in the Six-Day War, many
Israelis opposed handing over any part of the tract to the UN.
Bowing to international pressures, however, the government returned
the buildings and about one-third of the tract.

On the 12,000 dunams expropriated last summer the Housing
Ministry plans to build some 20,000 apartments, half of them
for new immigrants. Work is already under way on the initial
stage of 2,400 units.

Only a handful of Arab landowners whose property outside
the 0ld City was expropriated have applied for compensation. To
sell land to the Jews is considered dangerous, particularly
when the future of the area has not been settled. Local Arab
leaders have unanimously condemned the expropriation.

Mayor Kollek has pointed out that land expropriations of
equal dimensions have taken place in Haifa and elsewhere. The
only expropriations in Jerusalem where significant dislocation
is involved are in Jewish area in the former Israeli sector.
In addition to the Mamilla area, the government has also expro-
priated the Yemin Moshe Quarter, the first Jewish meighborhood
built outside the walls of the 0ld City. It had turned into a
slum and after expropriation the former residents were relocated
so that the Quarter could be converted into a fashionable
Quarter for artists and intellectuals. This move has raised
a storm of protest in the Knesset and elsewhere.

Probably the least controversial expropriation in the
city occurred immediately after the Six-Day War when Mayor Kollek,
after consulting with the government, ordered bulldozers to
level the old deserted buildings which lined and cluttered the
outside of the 0l1d City wall for several hundred yards between



Jaffa Gate and New Gate. The commercial property, owned by
several churches, had been in no-man's-land for 19 years.
Their destruction opened up for the first time in many years
a proper view of the 01ld City walls from the west. In this
case, the bulldozing came first and the expropriation after-
wards, but even Arab leaders have praised Kollek for clearing
the walls.,
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FROM: DR. GEORGE E. GRUEN
For your information.
From our office in Israel.
You requesfed this.
Read and return, please.

Returned as requested.

Please talk to me about this.

X Youz‘r” writter) comments, please.

REMARKS :
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date 15 March 1971 | - ~ FO-ISR

to George Gruén .
from M. Bernard Resnikoff

subject

Thank you for alerting me to Jerry Shestack's reaction to the Weisgal story.
You are right: it's too late to do anything about it but it was useful to-
alert me to this. , ,

More important, | want to deal with the issue itself, | think Shestack is
wrong. He made the same comments when he met Weisgal here but the fact of"
the matter is that the information reported is no secret and is easily
obtainable elsewhere. The questions in the article are typical of the
questions asked by most disinterested media people and others. An article
which unselfconsciously shares negatiye material, which is easily available
in any case, is more likely to be credible than an artlcle that pants to
focus on the bright side only.

Interesting Support of this view is given by a recent visit of American
scientists at the Weizmann Institute who visited with a number of West Bank

. authorities. By the time the question-and-answer period was over, they

had raised more than 90% of the questions appearing in the Weisgal article,
in any case, | had asked both Syd and Sonia if they wanted copies in quantity
and | would like their answer even if these answers are in the negative.

Regards.

o
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Special Report _

Israeli Handling
Of Occupied
Land Explained

Editor's note: Fred E. Weisgal, born
and educated in Baltimore, practiced law
here for 22 years. He specialized in civil
rights cases and, for a period, represented
the Baltimore branch of the American
Civil Liberties Union.

In August, 1969, Mr. Weisgal sold his
home on Cross Country Boulevard, auc-
tioned much of his book and art collection
and moved, with his wife and five chil-
dren, to Israel, “I want to try to help
bring peace between Israel and the Arab
countries,” he explained.

After a year, spent chiefly in studying
the Hebrew languiage, he was admitted to
the Bar of Israel. He now lives and prac-
tices in Jerusalem where he often meets
American visitors, many of them from
Baltimore. ]

Among the most frequent questions
they ask, he finds, relate to the treatment
of Arabs in regions that Israel captured
during the “Seven Days War

Because of the widespread interest in
the subject, Mr. Weisgal has sent to The
News American his answers to the most
persistent questions, “As an attorney of 23
years experience, I think I know how to
in vcsugate the correct facts,” he expla.:ned.

TR T T TR T
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By FRED WEISGAL

Q. — What are the occupled territories?

A. — The ferritories that remained under
Israeli eontrol following the cease fire on June 11,
1967: The Golan Heights (formerly under Syrian
contro!) in the north; the West Bank (Judea and
Samaria, formerly under Jordanian control); the
Gaza Strip in the south and The Sinai also in the
south YFormerly under Egyptian control.

Q. — How many people live In these areas®

A. — Approximately 1 million people; 600,000 in
Judea and Samaria: 370.000 in the Gaza Strip and
Sinai (the Golan Heights were and still are
gparsely populated).

Q. — Is East Jerusalem consldered part of the
territories?

A. — Israel treats East Jerusalem as part of its
territory, The population of East Jerusalem (for-
merly under Jordanian control is 70.000.

Q. — Did any of the inhabitants of East
Jerusalem vote in the 1959 elections for Mayor and
City Council of the city of Jerusalem?

A. — More than 8000 residents of East
Jerusalemn voted in that election. There were
rumors that eligible Arab voters living in East
Jerusalem who did not vote would not have their
identity cards stamped, thereby depriving them of
work opportunities provided by the “work ex-
change” of the Israel Government. .

Q. — How are the territories governed?

A. — Each area (Golan . . Judea and
Samaria, Gaza Strip and Sinai) is under the com-
mand of an Israel Defense Forces officer. Attach-
ed 1o his command are officers who are represen-
tatives of various ministries of Israel.

1Yt @
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Q. — Are there local governments in these
areas?

A. — Yes. There are 22 municipalities and 21
rural councils in Judea and Samnaria. In the Gaza
Strip and North Sinai there are 3 municipalities
and 7 rural councils. They all operate in the same
manner ‘as before the war and with practically
the same membership.

Q. — Do Israelis hold office in any of the
municipalities or local councils In the occupied
territories?

A. — Only local re51dents serve on the city
councils and rural councils. Vacancies are filled
l? other Arab members in accordance with local

w.

Q. — What kind of legal system is in effect in

these areas and what laws govern?
- A. — Local law in effect prior to the war con-
tinues and local (Arab courts are administered by
Arab judges and clerks. Matters of security are
handled by miltary courts.

@. — Who handles criminal prosecutions in the
occupled territories?

A. — All crimes are prosecuted by Arab District
Attorneys before Arab judges in the local courts.
Security offenses are handled by military govern-
ment courts. For example, in the West Bank (1969-
1970) 28,000 criminal cases were tried before local
Arab courts and approximately 3,000 cases before
the military courts,

Q..— What is the employment sjtyation in the

oocupled territories?

<“A. — Immediately after the war.
re-was's serions upemployment
problem affecting 30 per cent of
e work force in fhe West Bank
, Bpd 36 per eent in fiaza and Sinai.
Today. unemployment has been
reduced to about 3 per cent in the
West Bank and 4 per cent in Gaza
and Sinal.

+@. — Are residents of the occu-
pled territories ellowed to work in
Iszael?

‘“A. — Yes. At present more than
3{}000 Arabs from the territories
are employed within Israel.

Q. — Are Arab workers from the
oocupled territories employeld in
Israel pald the same wages as
Israell employes doing the same
work? '

Yes. |

©. — Does Tsrael permit resl-
dants of the occupled territories to
vigit Jordan, Egyvpt, SByria and
other Arab countries and them
return  home? ;

A — Yes, Residents of the oc-
cupied territories may receive
trével papers for visits to Arab)
countries, and to study In'
universities in Cairo, Damascus’

" and Beirut. Rules of the Arab
governments on receiving visitors,
hange from tlme to time.

ﬂ- — Does Israel permit Arabs
from Arab countries to  visit
triends and relatives living In the
ucm‘.lpldd territories and in Israel?

A.—Yes. In the summer of 1970,
am:dmately 53,000 visitors from
the’ Arab world visited: Israel and
the:occupied territories.




* vances.

Q. — Are Israell Arbs permit: ﬁ

ted to visit Arab countries?

A. — No. Arab governments
refuse to permit Israeli Argb's
with Israeli passports to visit
friends and relatives living in the
Arab world nor are they permitted
to go to Mecca. for religous obser-

Q. — Are houses In the mﬂpi?dl

territories destroyed (bulldozed or
blown-up) or sealed (hoarded up)
by the, ml.litnry__.nnﬂwrlties?

A.Yel

Q. — W‘hal rna!innl m'v glven for
the destruction or the sealing of a

T e vy "

AP Rotore & house may z
dﬂﬂw& or-gealed there must
{1) evidence to show that the house
was used consmemly to shelter
individuals ngaged in acts ‘of
violence in the occupled territories
or in Israel and (2) a search of the
hoise revealed & cache of arms

asd/or explo&i_ges.

A— Honw many clyilians have!-
been. injured or Killed in the
occapled territories and In Israel:
by acts of violence from 1367 to]
date?

A. = As of this date (December
197): killed, 93 Arabs and 22
Tsraglis; injured, 1,132 Arabs and
165 Israelis.

A, — How many houses have
been desiroved or sealed in the
occupled territories?

A= T20.
Q. — What procadure if any ex.
Ists prior to blowing up a house?

A. — The oprocedure Is as
follows: A condemnation order is
placed on the house. All people aret
removed from the bhouse. A!
destruction order is Issued and
prior 'to actual destruction, ap-
proval must be obtained from the
Minister of Defense (Moshe
Davan).

Q. — Is the owner of the house
entitied 10 & hearing prior to
destruction of his houge?

A. — No. )

Q. — After a house has been
destroyed, what ‘provision fori
compensation |z made for damage,
to nr\ghhnring houseR?

Av'— Within 24 hours after A,
house is destroyed an appmlseri
from the military government'
goes 1o the scene to determine if

there is any damage to neighbor-| b

ing houses. In the event o([
damage, immediale compensation’
15 made.

l!
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Q. — Are provisims made toi £
comapensate residents of the occu.|
pied. territorfes who are| &
negligently injured by Invididuals| |
employed by the State of Israel?

A, — In August 1968, the
military government passed a
regulation enabling inhabitants of
the territories to bring suit for| f
damages caused by the Army or
Government employes. Claims are
presented to a litigation officer
who decides the amount of com-
pensation. Appeals®’ against  his
decigion may he taken to an ap-| &
peals committee. The decision of| R
the appeals committee is final. To! J
date, compensation 'has been paid
in 308 cases. :

Q. — For what reasons are In-
diﬂdﬂll expelled from the occao-
pindl.ltﬂtﬂﬂu’

A.. — When the mlhtar §

government determines thar
period of detention will deler the
kndlnduals anti-Israel activities

ani when his activities will en-
danger the lives of others,

Q. — Aow many Mv.mex‘
pelled since June 19672 f
|

A — T3

Q. — Does an individual who k=~
heen axpelled have the right tu
make application to returm?®

A, — Yes,

Q - Haw many of these in-
lividoals have been readmitted®

A -1

Prior to expulsion, Ix an individ- -
al entitled to a hearing? |
A. — Nn. In many instances.| '
people under administrative de-
tention are given the choice of re-
maining in prison or leaving the
occupied territories or Israel. [
Q. — Does eapital punishment

exist In the occupled territories
and in Israel?

A. — Even though Internation.c
Law recognizr - the use of capita! |
punishment oy an occupying:
power, capital punishmen: has
never been carried out in the oo-'
cupied territories and only once i
the State of Israel (execution -.:
Eichmann).
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE - ISRAEL OFFICE : T1-585-37
DATE: “March 18, 1971 g
Td?ié George E. Gruen

FROM? M. Bernard Resnikoff
SUBJ: The Arebs of Israel; I. Between Two Fires

On March 3, 1971 - two days before the conclusion of its Eighth Congress - a spokesman

of the Palestine National Council announced in Cairo that three "representatives from the -
occupied homeland" had been elected as new Council members. The three new members turned .
out to be Israeli citizens who had all left the country after the Six-Day War. The names
were . also among the best-known:

x, S&br1 Jerais - A young Heifa lawyer heiling from the village of Fassuta on the Lebanese
border and author of & book called H'Aravim ve-Yisrael(The Arabs of Israel), first published
in Hebrew in 1966 and then translated into French and published by a left-wing Paris pub- E
113her The book was highly critical of official Israeli policy toward the Arab populatlon,
and the author was among the active members of Al-Ard organization which was subsequently
outlswed by an Israeli court. After spending & few years in and out of administrative
detention - during which his French publisher actively worked for his release - Jerais

found his way to Paris and from there to Beirut, where he now works for the Center for
Paleatlnian Studies attached to the Palestine Liberation Organizatlon.

~2. @ahmud.Darw1sh - ‘s young poet born in a village in Galilee. In the early Sixties,
after publishing his first book of poems, Darwish joined the Israeli Communist Party and
worked as literary editor, proofreader and translator for the Party's Arsbic publications
Al-Tttihad, Al-Jadid end Al-Chad. Following the Six-Day War he became famous all over the
Areb*world as one of the "poets of the resistence" (the others were Samih al-Kassem and
Tawfiq Zayyad). The Arabs' crippling defeat of 1967 produced in them a strong psycholog-
ical'need for self-expression, and Darwish was literslly flooded with praise and became
something of a culture here for the Arabs. (So much so that he wrote an open letter to

his fellow-.&rab intellectuals asking to be released from "your suffocating love"). Last
year_ Darwish left for the Soviet Union to participate in an international gathering of
Asien writers; the gathering bestowed on him its annual prize, end shortly afterwards he
made his way to Cairo, where he issued s personal announcement last month to the effect
that his was an entlrely private decision and had nothing to do with the party to which he
belonged (the New Communist Party - Rakach) This however did not prevent his Party from
expelling him from its ranks,

3. Habib Qahwachi - One of the founding members of Al-Arad in 1958, After the Six-Day

War He was detained (together with his wife) but never brought to trial. Subsequently, he

was released on the understanding thaet he was leaving for the United States. - Instead, he
stopged in Cyprus, where he is reported to have established contacts with the Syrians and - -
Egyptiens. The last that has been heard of Qahwachi - who is also known as a poet though

a leéser one than Darwish - has been his election to the Palestine National Council.

Darwish, Jerais and Qahwachi have ‘in effect opted out of their Isreeli citizenship. Their
actlon, though by no means representative even of a small segment of the country's Arab
population, remains significant in that it is indicative of a certain fundamental change
in the Isreeli Areb's position since the Six-Day War. A young Israeli Areb writer described
this change the other day in the following terms. "Before the June war,” he told this
reporter, "the Arebs of Israsel were virtually rejected both by their own government and by
goverpments of neighboring Arab countries. The Israelis suspected them as a potential flfth
colump, their Arab brethren across the border as potential Israeli agents. Paradoxically, :
this gave them a certain psychological equilibrium which allowed them - with a few excep~
tions’ -~ to concentrate on improving their lot and tending their own gardens. And they did .
not do at all badly..." ;

(More)
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The §ix-Day War introduced a slow but perceptible change into this situation - and the
equilibrium was upset. On the one hand, the encounter with their Palestiniea brethren
from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip brought the Arabs of Israel considerable material
gaeing and helped them climb one step in the socio-cultural '"pecking order”. With almost
30 0@0 Arab workers and leborers employed in Israel, the original Arab 1nhab1tants of the
coun;ry tended to become employers, employment contractors, foremen or generally counted _
among the more skilled of the Arab labor force. On the other hand, the birth and growth of -
a spgcificelly Palestinian national movement - and the appeals made daily to them to take

up ayms and join their fellow-Palestinians in their movement for liberation - tended to
place: the Israeli Arab into a far more difficult psychological position than the one he

was in prior to the 1967 war. The cases in which Israeli Arab citizens were caught actively
cooperatlng with the guerrilla orgenizations after 1967 have been relatively few and quite ;
unrepresentative; nevertheless, they have been indicative of a certain change in the pol1t-
ical consciousness of the country's Arabs. :

That 'the Arab citizen of Israel is caught between two conflicting loyalties is something
of a commonplece. What is not generelly realized, however, is that - while the Six-Day
War gnd the renewed encounter with his fellow-Palestlnians made the Israeli Areb far more
acceptable as a bona fide Arab nationalist - no similar willingness has been shown by
Israel to accept her Arabs as full-fledged Israelis. In this connection it mey be useful
to recall here the case of Mr, Rustum Bastuni, the Haifa architect and former Mapam Knesset
Merber who emigrated from the country after the 1967 war to try his luck in Canads after
he hgd failed to find & job in Israel. What is curious sbout Bastuni's case, however, is
that ~ unlike Darwish, Jerais and Qahwachi - he advocated full political and "national" .
integration of the Ardbs in Isreel and rejected out of hand all Areb Nationalist claims on
their loyalties.

From ;965 omwards, Bastuni started to advocate a new "Israeli Areb ideology" and founded
"the Arab-Jewish Committee for Israel', whose other leading members were Salim Jubran,
Muhammed Hubeishi, Suheil Shukri and Tawfiq Shuli. The gist of the new Israeli Arab
1deology was summed up by Bastuni himself in the following terms

"The gnly basis on which healthy Jewish-Arab relations can be achieved inside Israel is
Isreeli muwatana (citizenship, netionality) which does not differentiate between citizens
of different ethnic groups, faiths and races. Those who consider Israel's Arabs as being
-in fact part of what they call the Arab World, and maintain that as lcng as that "world" is
at wa;_wlth Israel there czn be no p0551b111ty of integrating the country's Arabs into the
economic, cultural and political life of the State, must sooner or lster arrive at the con-

clusipn that the Arabs have no business living in Israel .and that they have to look for
another abode. :

" The Arab—Jewish Committee for Israel further anﬁounced'that it would concentrate @ achiev-
ing tpree leading objectlves

1. Tpe stabilization of Arab-Jewlsh relations inside Israel

2, Establlshlng contacts with Arab officials abroad with & view to acquaint them with the
position taken by Israel's Arabs toward the Israeli-Arab conflict generally and Ahmed
Shukeiry s "Palestine Liberation Organization" in particular.

3 To act on the international plane for a settlement of the Israelz-Arab confllct through
dlrect negotiations between the parties.

(More)
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The Cormittee expressed its firm belief that the Arals of Isrzel should disown not only
Shuke1ry and his organization but all those self-styled spokesmen of Israeli Arabs who
verb not Israeli citizens themselves. '"The relations between the various communities in
Isrgel," Bastuni declared at the time, "must be viewed as a purely Israeli issue in which:
no gutside element should interfere."” More broadly speaking, Bastuni defined the ultimate
goal of Isrseli society as he and his colleagues. saw it as "the creation of a new, well-
defined Israeli identity capable of meetlng the challenges of the modern world and the
requlrnnents of modern life and technology." That the prevailing state of affairs wvas

"a far cry from this stipulation,”" Bastuni explained, was the outcome of "the absence of
clegr definitions of the concepts on which our society is based - a society which is still
in g transition period as far as the crystallization of these concepts wére concerned."

To implement its "Israseli Arab ideology" the Arab-Jewish Cormittee for Israel made a number
of qulte elaborate practical suggestions. On the legal plane, it promised to fight against
differentiation between citizens based on ethnic, religious or racial origins. On the ;
institutional plene, it sought the liquidation of all so-called "Arab depertments" appended
to official and semi-officiel institutions and supposed to cater for the country's Arsd
citizens. These departments, the Committee maintained, constituted an obstacle to the
integration of the Arab citizen and thus must be merged into the general government and
national institutional apparatus. On the social plane, the Committee called for emsuring

: quélity of opportunity for all citizens; and on the political plane it advocated total
sepgration between the government apparatus and the political party, mainteining that
party considerations should cease to guide the actions and decisions of officials, who
veré servants of the people as a whole and not of their respective political groups.

As pas already been indicated, Bastuni not only failed to put his and his colleagues' idees
into effect but finally dec1ded to leave the country for good. Neither official Israel nor
hls own fellow-Arab citizens of Israel proved receptive to these ideas. :

¥ ® %
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15 March 1971 THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 71-585-38
ISRAEL OFFICE
5 9 Ethiopia Street
& Jerusalem

FROM THE ARAB PRESS . . . .

" In the intenests of improving Jewish-Arab understanding, the Israel 0ffdice

" of the American Jewish Committee transfates and distrnibutes, fwice a month,

- material appearing in the Arab press. Though materdial s sometimes extracted
for brevity it is extracted in context and there is no atiempl Zo defefe or
to editornialize. The selection is based on an objective judgment of nelevance.
Comments on neactions are welcome, '

The material is genenally ftaken from AL-QUDS, an independent daily pubLished in
East Jerusalem; AL-BASHEER, a weekly newspaper published in Bethlehem; ALWAN, a
monthly forn Literature and the ants pubLished in East Jerusalem; AL MIRSAD, a

weekly published in Tel Aviv by Mapam; and AL-ANBA, a Jerusafem daily sponsoned
by Zthe lsraeli Government,

¥ % ¥

THE SEARCH FOR PEACE

13 March 1971; AL-BASHEER Editorial: "Shock and Anxiety" by Ibrahim Handal

Fear, shock and anxiety have begun to descend on the inhabitents of the occupied territories
as g result of the failure of the current diplomatic efforts to attain any progress. This,
and “the fact that the Four Power Representatives have so far failed in their efforts, is’
liable to place obstacles in the way of Dr. Jarring's mission; there are, in fact, reports
that the U.N. envoy intends to go back to Moscow for an unspecified period of timel :

It is to be presumed that, should the present stalemate in the Jarring talks continue,
Egygt will find herself compelled to take some sction. One possibility is that Cairo
will opt for the one path open to it - namely, & renewal of the war attrition started by
theilate President Jamal Abdul Nasser. |

If resumed, such a war of attrition may go on for years - and in the end may lead to the
shelving of the current plan to conclude a contractual pesce asgreement to end the Middle
East crisis and find a 3jist settlement to the Palestine problem. Ultimately, too, it may
affect the whole question of world peace, whose foundations will have to be laid here, in.
theiland of peacel!

* #* ®

8 March 1971; AL-QUDS Editorial: "After Sadat's Speech - What?"

Despite the tone and the violent phrases which characterized President Anwar el-Sadat's
speech last night, announcing his refusal to extend the cease-fire, it remains obvious -
as Sadat himself indicated - that Cairo has left the door open for going on with the dip-
lomatic effort.

Sadat has- appealed to the Great Powers, and especially the U.S., to the U.N. and its
Secretary-General and to world public opinion, asking that each of these play its role in
bridging about a just peace in the area. He also expressed confidence in the World Organ-
ization and in its principles, proclaimed his faith in the Security Council Resolution
which rules that no land should be seized by force, and reiterated his country's desire
for esteblishing peace on the basis of this Resolution - as well as Egypt's positive re-
ply to ‘the Jarring proposals. All this tends to show that Sadat's address was aimed at
putting the Great Powers on a test, rather than passing a threat of starting a new war,

(More)
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A*ter th1s Egyptian move, respons:blllty now obviously rests chiefly with the U.S, herself.
The:world cannot afford the outbreak of a third world war, and the Middle East region has
Just had its fill of wars. Moreover, as Sadat has asserted Washington has pledged that

it bpposes and will continue to oppose, the ennexation of land by conquest.

W111 the U.S., then, play her role in bringing about peace - or will she choose to let
thlngs deteriorate, so that guns would egain be fired and the lives of this area's inhab-
itants continue to supply the fodder?

* #* *

THE PALESTINTANS

3 March 1971; AL-QUDS Editorial: "The Report and the Organizations”

The report which Ibrahim Bakr, the Secretary of the Executive Committee of the guerrilla
organizations, has submitted to the Palestine National Council meeting in Cairo these days
--—hastbeen frank and courageous both in its criticism and in its self-criticism., The Report
crlti01zed the attitudes taken by the organizations when the late President Abdul Nasser
acceptﬂd the Rogers proposals; the Report also used candid terms in describing the gen-
era} conduct and attitudes of the organizations - attitudes and conduct which the Report
desgribed as being "based on erroneous understanding, auctioneering, and blunders in
various spheres.'

Nuch of this cr1t1c13m was aired months ago by certain Palestinian and Aredb writers, in ;
the hope that the organizations would free themselves from their blunders and their ‘auction-
eerings, and ultimately to make them avoid leading the people of Palestine to the brink

of ;iquldatlon and more blook baths. Yet all this was countered by accusaticns and

ridieule - as though it were fated that the leaderships of this people will never see

the truth until they and the pe>ple as a whole have paid dearly in terms of its blood,

its destiny and its existence:

It is to be hoped that the kind of candid and courageous criticism whlch Bakr sddressed
to xepresentatives of all the orgenizations would persuade these organizations and their-
leaderships to put their fingers on the mistekes and avoid illusory siogens and cheap
auctioneerings ~ and that this will be a start for objective and realistic thinking lead-
ing"to a grasp of the truth in all its dimemsions. For the fact is that the Report,
despite its candor, reveals only part of the truth; a more complete knowledge of the truth
can free the organizations from their present isolation from the people and give them an
ideg of the Palestiniens' demands at this Juncture. In the forefront of these demands
is one calling for self-determination and for drawing a blueprint for the future through
e freely-held plebiscite. In realizing this demand lies great gain, while discarding
it mpeans the loss of everything,....

: X ¥ %

T March 1971; AL-QUDS This is My Opinion by Muhammed Abu Shilbaya
: "In Defence of Ibrshim Bakr" -

We no doubt have many differences of opinion with Ibrshim Bakr, both on strategic and
tactical matters., Nevertheless, we reject the kind of treatment being meted out to
Ibrghim Bakr - or to anybody with something tc say, for that matter. For the fact is
that, when Bakr exercized his right to criticism and to self-criticism, airing before

the Palestine National Council some of the blunders made by the P.L,0. Executive Cormittee
and the guerrilla organizations, he was subjected to violent attacks of a kind which we
would not want to see directed at any Palestinian - such as that Ibrahim Bakr was a de- '

featlst and that he was working in collusion with BEgypt.
¥ (More)
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Our Palestinien people, and our Areb Nation as a whole, fully realize that this sort of
language means that, instead of objective and constructive criticism, we are back on the
road of invective and libel - that road which had been the principal reason of our calam-
1tles We thought that the June defeat and the bloodshed in Ammen since September were
sufficient to make us discard this style and adopt instead a democratic way allowing
evaryone to express his opinion without being subjected to invective and slander - and
w:thout being forced to resign, as happened yesterday with Ibrahim Bakr, Yasser ‘Omar,
Hﬁm;d Abu Sitta and Zuheir al—’Alaml

Mereover it is ludicrous for anyone to speek of '"collusion with Egypt". Egypt is not a
hostlle power , but the older sister - a country which sacrjficed the¢/lives of thousands

of Her sons, saw hundreds of thousands of her Canal Zone ﬁ&habitan become refugees after
their towns had been laid in ruins - and all this for the“sake of. ‘Palestine@and the people
of- Palestlne and st a time when not many Arabs or Palestinians present apything more than
111usory slogans and tall and empty talk that has been respon51ble for our dismal posltlon
and. the loss of our homelands.

Our Palestinian people call upon Torehim Bakr, Yasser 'Omar and thelr comrades to form
the nucleus of a new Palestinian leadership advocatlng the right of our people to self-
determination through a free plebiscite - to decide the kind of system they want and the
3°$§ of union they opt for.
C o ; % % ¥

WEST BANK PROSPECTS

ld_ﬁarch 1971; AL-ANBA: '"An Error Everybody Recognizes" by Ahmed Barham

Isrgeli Police Minister Shlomo Hillel says that the inhabitants of the West Bank want to
gdi@gck to Jordan. This is not true. Mr. Hillel, it seems, has reached the conclusion
on’ the 'strength of closed meetings he held with certein West Bank inhebitants known for
their ecatacts with Amman and the Ammen regime - or with the traditional leaderships the
1dentity of whose personal interests with those of Amman is known to everybody, including
the ‘Minister. It is equally well-known to all, the Minister included, that these leader-
sh;ps no longer represent anybody besides themselves.

It would seem, too, that even those few whom Mr. Hillel consulted, and on the strength of
whosa statements he reached his erroneous conclusions, did not have the courage to tell |
the Minister about their true attitude, For in reallty all that they wanted to say was
that the Palestinians do not want the occupatlon, instead they told him that the West
Bepk inhebitants want to return to Jorden! It was on this that Mr. Hillel based his

wfong conclusions - and it is because of this that these conclusions will not in the least
affect the truth known to all - namely that the inhabitants of the West Bank and the Gaze
Strip, and Palestinians everywhere and in all their habitations, peasants, workers and-
clerks, merchants and students, firmly hold on to their right of self-determination, and
demand that this right be exerc1zed through a neutral and free plebiscite to be held under
the Bupervision of a neutral party during e transition period in which occupied Palestin-
iap perritorles are placed temporarlly under the trusteeship of those same bodies which
are to supervise the plebiscite.

It i§ universally known, moreover, that this is the attitude of the U.A.R. and of Pres-
1denp Anwar el-Sedat, as he propounded it to the American weekly Newsweek. It is also
the attitude of the Arab nation as a whole, and of every leader who.is loyal to the cause
of Pglestine and the Arab people of Palestine,

(More)
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Tﬁe .question is: How does Mr. Shlomo Hillel permit himself to meke a statement in which
he annaunces the desire of a million Palestinian Arabs to go back to Jordan when in fact
he has asked no one but a few ex-notables and a number of would-be leaders whose leader-
sh;ps were bestowed on them by Amman in return for their loyalty to Arman and the King
of'Ammen? I am absclutely certain that the people whose opinion concerning the return to
Jor@gn Mr. Hillel solicited know full well that they represent no one but themselves,

and that they can in no wise speak in the name of the million Palestiniens who live in
the occupled areas. The fact, as we have pocinted out above, is that'they were too afraid
to'tell the Minister that the Palestinians want to see an end to the occupation and to
start determining their own destinies -~ and so, instead of saying all this, they chose to
say what they thought would spare them the M1n1ster s anger, namely that the Palestinians
1n tpe occupied areas want to go back to the regime in Amman, :

I repeat.. It is not fair on the part of Police Minister Shlomo Hillel to base his con-
clusions on erroneous premises - and the error here lies in soliciting the opinion of
persons who the Minister and everybody know do not dare state the truth - and cannot ex-
prgsg the right opiniomn - concerning the wishes of the inhabitents and their aspirations.

* # ¥

3 Mﬁ;ch 1971; AL-QUDS: This is My Opinion by Muhammed Abu Shilbaya
k "Ask the People!"

Israell Prime Minister Golda Meir opposes the establishment of & Palestinian State; the
Jordanian Parlisment and the Jordeanian media of communications are instructed to oppose
the right of the people of Palestine to self-determination; King Hussein wants this right
of sglf-determination to be exercized only after the people concerned have returned to
him, so that the result of a plebiscite could be fixed in advance; the Police Minister of
Israel holds meetings with some leaders and notables - and then comes out to announce
that' the inhabitants of the occupied territories consider themselves part of the Hashemite
Klngdom of Jordan; some of the Palestinian leaderships, new as well as old, come out with
speeches and pvoclamatlons describing self—determinatzon as "a liquidatory conspiracy";
and,:finally, some Palestinian personalities now advocate the dispatch of delegations to
Amman, ostensibly to try to effect a reconciliation, but only God knows what actually is
hldden behind these calls! :

Now the question which our Palestinian people as a whole, both in the occupied territories
and QutSlde them, poses is: Why do some responsible cfflclals in Isrsel and Jordan, as
well’as in certaln foreign countries, trouble to spesk in the name of the Palest1n1ans
clalmlng that their views represent those of the Palestinians? Why a free plebiscite is
not held, instead, in which the people itself would make its own say?

Is ‘it not more usefyl for peace and the efforts to establish peace that the Powers - major
and minor, Arab and foreign - know the real opinion of the people of Palestine - instead
of-létting this notable or that leader or the other mukhtar claim that he speeks in the
name. of the people, so that everyone may be spared the trouble, the unjust attacks, and
the empty cleims concerning alleged "conspiracies”, "separatism" and "heresies™?

ki * % ¥

3 March 1971; AL-QUDS: Prickings by Abu Marwan "When Good Will Prevails"

In my opinion, Golda Meir's references to "a Palestinian State" are somewhat misplaced:
She>dpes not reject the idea of establishing this State es a State, but simply with refer-
ence to the geographical capacity of the areas to absorb three States - Jordan, Israel and
Palestine. It would, in fact, be easier to understand Mrs, Meir's view if we introduce in
it a change that would make it nearer certain of her former and better-known statements -
so that it reads as follows: "The area has no room at omce for the Jordanians, the Pales-
tinians and the Israelis!”
(More)
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Heré a personal episode comes to my mind. During a certain year in my secondary educa-
tloq\my father wanted me to move from my private school to the Rashidiyya School, a gov-
. erngent school which charged no fees. ®dutifully, I toock my papers and went to see the
Princlpal of my prospective school. Unable to see me, he referred me to his Deputy,

Mr, “B. - may he be well and prosperous wherever he maey be.

Now Mr. Deputy-Prlnclpal said: "Let's go to the school's courtyard!"” "What for?” I en-
quired. :

"Ygg stand at one end of it and I at the other,” he said. "Okey," I consented.
"YB& push at your end and I push at mine," he continued. 'Okay," I said.

"And then the school will heve encugh rowm for an additional seat,"” he went on to explain.
"Okay " I said,

"And the seat will be yours!“ he finally let out. Upon which I bade him goodday and went
back” to my own school...

Perheps we cen "press' the map of this land a little so that we can make room for us and
for our posterity. Such room is necessary, since we have no "old country" to go back to
end must meke do with what we have and live on?

# #* #*

ARAB SOCIETY AND POLITICS

Merch 1971; AL-BASHEER MONTHLY; Reflections by Ibrahim D'eibis "Three Points®

Industrielization and economic progress are basic factors of chenge. Yet, fo avoid building
wlth.one hand and destroying with the other, economic development must be accompanied by
social development - so that natlon—bullding may rest on the two strong pillars, the eco-
nomie and the social,

The Arab revolution has underteken industrialization and economic development, but stopped
short where social protlems were concerned, hesitant to take radical decisions, fettered
by ?Opular creeds, customs and superstitions. Instead of confronting these extremely
backward phenomensa, the Arab revolution appeased them, and often even exploited them in

a mpst opportunlstic manner.

To mqke our meaning clear, we wlll reise three points:

Separatlon of Church and State: In the neme of religion, we in the East have granted
our minds a long leave of absence; we tend to shift all our responsibilities and our
troubles to God, resorting to Buch dicta as "Nothing shall ever befall you unless it be
decreed by God" and "Not a single hair shall fall from the head of any of you except by
my command". God interferes with every aspect of our lives, He gives us our daily bread:
He dereats us; He grants us victory; He solves our problems; He consoles us; He delivers
us frqm trouhle and it is He who decides the time and place in which we do our deeds.

I do-not here wish to discuss theologicel matters; I merely put on record a popular real-
ity which I feel and experience, and this is what matters to me here, The separation of
Religjion and State will not, by mere decree, change everything overnight; but it will
open.the way and provide the scope for change The most important result will be the
awakenlng of the mind accustomed to reliance on God. This is pot because one rejects
God-fit is because one rejects all kinds of resignation - even if it be to God!

2. Co-Education Our sex complex is one of the greatest obstacles to our progress. Sex
consumes half of the thoughts of our young men ard women and fills the minds with delusions
and complexes. Let me say in advance that I prefer what some would call sexual degener-
ation in the West to the hypocerisy, the mock-chastity and the moral dualism of the East.

In my ‘opinion, the liberation of the East frem these complexes resides in one radical

(More)
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solytion: All the rising generations of the Arab Nation must be sent to mixed schools -
frog kindergarten to university...In these mixed schools the minds of the new generations
will be implanted with new concepts of the Zast and a new attitude to the other sex.

Heedless to say, this will entail the introduction of sex education in school from a very

early age.

3 Freedom of Thought: For long generations, we lived under regimes which suppressed
thHoyght and silenced mouths - and the result has been that Reason retreated and tended
tcward laziness and leniency. If the Arab revolution is really sincere in its drive to
mové the Arab man to the Twentieth Century, then first and foremost it must revive his
minq We therefore reject attempts made by any ruler, revolutionary or reactionary, to
tell us what is allowed and what is not allowed in the sphere of thought. We refuse to
allqw the nation to become a group of- impotent yes-men and conformists. A revolutionary
regime that is confident of itself and of its methods does not fear opposition or free
thoyght. Democracy and liberty of thought ere the two primary pillers in the construc-
tign of the new, creative Arab man; they are the only way of reviving the mind of our
nation - a mind full of fear and cowardice and accustomed to hypocrasy and submissiveness.
Some may indeed exploit this democracy and this liberty; some may put them to bad use.
They remain, nevertheless, a thousand times better than mental slavery - & thousand times
be#ﬁer than the attempt to standardize the minds of the people and subject them to regimen-
tation as decreed by the ruler., We must allow the new man to choose, to doubt, to reject
and this must be applied to everything, from the color of his shoes and his necktie to
tht.post sacred and elevated of beliefs and concepts.

;“" “ * % %

S;ME;ch 1971; AL-QUDS: "The Arsb Woman: When Will She Break the Fetters?"
; by Muhammed Welid Istitiyya - Nablus

Is 1t not astounding that, after decades of strife aimed at the liberation of woman, tens
of*millions of our daughters continue in various parts of the Arab Homeland to lead a
dismal social existence, living like slaves and enjoying no more rights than those be-
stowed on cattle?....

Is Lt not astounding, too, that while great efforts are being made to create a better
Arah society the Arsb woman continues to be neglected,...as if it were decreed that she
wag created solely to serve men and beer children. No one seems to be aware of the fact
that all the efforts being made to create a better society will never bear fruit unless
thé Arab woman is liberated and glven her full rights - otherwise our Areb society will
reﬁain backward,

One wonders when will the time come when the educational level of Arab women will be im-
prbvgd enough to reach that of their Western sisters - or their sisters in China and
Japan? When will the Arasb woman enter the field of work side by side with the man - in
factories, in firms and in government departments - so that she will get the feeling - as
well as the man - that she is no longer a burden to him, or a mere piece of furniture that
he’ mgy change whenever he so desires? .

> 4 # % *
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SUBI? The Arabs of Israel; I. Between Two Fires

On March 3, 1971 - two days before the conclusion of its Eighth Congress - a spokesman
of tpe Palestine National Council announced in Cairo that three "representatives from the
occupied homeland" had been elected as new Council members. The three new members turned
out to be Israeli citizens who had all left the country after the Six-Day War. The names
were: also among the best-known:

1. Sdbrl Jerais - A young Heifa lawyer hailing from the village of Fessuta on the Lebanese
border and author of a book called H'Aravim ve-Yisrael{The Arsbs of Israel), first published
in Hebrew in 1966 and then translated into French and published by a left-wing Pa¥is pub- ’
lisher. The book was highly critical of official Israeli policy toward the Arab population,
and the author was among the active members of Al-Ard organization which was subsequently
outlawed by en Israeli court. After spending a few years in and out of administrative
detegtzon - during which his French publisher actively worked for his release - Jerais

found his way to Paris and from there to Beirut, where he now works for the Center for
Paleﬁtinian Studies attached to the Palestine Liberation Organization.

2. Mahmud Derwish - a young poet born in & village in Galilee. In the early Sixties,
arter publishing his first bock of poems, Darwish joined the Israeli Communist Party and
worked as literary editor, proofreader and translator for the Party's Arebic publications
Al-Ittihad, Al-Jadid and Al-Chad, Following the Six-Day War he became famous all over the
Arebworld as one of the "poets of the resistence" (the others were Samih al-Kassem and
Tawfiq Zayyad). The Arabs' crippling defeat of 1967 produced in them a strong psycholog-
icel need for self-expression, and Darwish was literelly flooded with praise and became
something of a culture here for the Arabs. (So much so that he wrote an open letter to

his fellcw-Arab intellectuals asking to be released from "your suffocating love"). Last
year Darwish left for the Soviet Union to participate in an inteynastional gathering of
Asian writers; the gathering bestowed on him its annuel prize, end shortly afterwards he
made ‘his way to Cairo, where he issued a personal announcement last month to the effect
‘that his was an entirely private decision and had nothing to do with the party to which he
belonged (the New Communist Party - Rakach) This however did net prevent his Party from
expelllng him from 1ts ranks.

3. Hasbib Qehwachi - One of the founding members of Al-Arad in 1958. After the Six-Day
War he was detained (together with his wife) but never brought to trial, Subsequently, he
was released on the understanding that he was leaving for the United States. Instead, he
stopged in Cyprus, where he is reported to have established contacts with the Syrians and
Egyptians. The last that has been heard of Qahwachi - who is also known as a poet though
a leaser one than Darwish - has been his election to the Palestine National Council.

Darwish, Jerais and Qahwachi have in effect opted out of their Israeli citizenship. Their
action, though by no means representative even of a small segment of the country's Arsb
population, remains significant in that it is indicative of a certain fundamental change

in the Israeli Arab's position since the Six-Day War. A young Israeli Arab writer described
this change the other day in the following terms. "Before the Jume war," he told this
reporter, "the Arabs of Israel were virtually rejected both by their own government and by
governments of neighboring Arab countries. The Israelis suspected them as a potential fzfth
colump their Arab brethren across the border as potential Israeli agents., Paradoxically, °
this gave them a certain psychological equilibrium which allowed them - with a few excep-
tions! - to concentrate on improving their lot and tending their own gardens. And they did
not do at all badly,.." '

(More)
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The Six—Day War introduced a slow but perceptible change into this situation - and the
equilibrium was upset. On the one hand, the encounter with their Palestiniea brethren
from“the West Bank and the Gaza Strip brought the Arabs of Israel considerable material
gaing and helped them climb one step in the socio-cultursl "pecking order”. With almost
30,000 Arab workers and lsborers employed in Israel, the original Arab 1nhab1tants of the
country tended to become employers, employment contractors, foremen or generally counted
among the more skilled of the Arab lebor force. On the other hamd, the birtk and growth of -
a specifically Palestinian national movement - and the appeals made daily to them to take

up aﬁms and Join their fellow-Palestinians in their movement for liberstion - tended to
place the Israeli Areb into a far more difficult psychological position than the one he

was in prior to the 1967 war. The cases in which Israeli Arab citizens were caught actlvely
cooperating with the guerrilla orgenizations after 1967 have been relatively few and quite :
unrepresentatlve nevertheless, they have been indicative of a certain change in the pollt-
ical consciousness of the country's Arabs.

That the Arsb citizen of Israel is caught between two conflicting loyalties is something
of a cormonplace. What is not generally realized, however, is that - while the Six-Day
War gnd the renewed encounter with his fellow-Palestiniens made the Israeli Arab far more
acceptable as a bona fide Arsb netionalist - no similar willingness has been shown by
Israel to accept her Arabs as full-fledged Israelis. In this comnection it may be useful
to recall here the case of Mr, Rustum Bastuni, the Haifa architect and former Mapam Knesset
Member who emigrated from the country after the 1967 war to try his luck in Canada after
he hqd failed to find & job in Israel. What is curious about Bastuni's case, however, is
that '~ unlike Darwish, Jerais and Qahwachi - he advocated full political and "national"
1ntegration of the Ar&bs in Israel and rejected out of hand all Arsb Natlonallst claims on
theirn: 1oyalt1es

From 1965 omwards, Bastuni started to advocate a new "Israeli Arab ideology" and founded
"the ﬁrgb—Jewnsh Committee for Israel', whose other leading members were Salim Jubran,
Muhammed Hubeishi, Suheil Shukri and Tewfiq Shuli. The gist of the new Israeli Arab
ldeolpgy was summed up by Bastuni himself in the following terms: .

"The pnly basis on which healthy Jewish-Arab relations can be achieved inside Israel is
Israeli muwatana (citizenship, nationality) which does not differentiate between citizens
of different ethnic groups, faiths and races. Those who consider Israel's Arabs as being
in fagt part of what they call the Arab World, and maintain that as lcmg as that "world" is
at war with Israel there can be mno p0331h111ty of integrating the country's Arabs into the
economle cultural and political life of the State, must sooner or later arrive at the con-
clu51on that the Arabs have no business living in Israel and that they hame to look for
another abode.

The Arab-Jew1sh Committee for Israel further announced thet it would concentrate @ achiev-
ing tpree leading objectlves

1. The stabilization of Arab—Jew1sh relations 1n51ae Israel

24 Egtabllshlng contacts with Arab officials aebroad with a view to acquaint them with the
position taken by Israel’'s Arabs toward the. Israeli-Arab conflict generally end Ahmed
Shuke#ry s "Palestine Liberation Organization" in particular.

3. Te act on the internationel plane for a settlement of the Israelz—Arab conflict through
dlrect negotlatlons ‘between the partles .

(More)



Between Two Fires - 3 ' T1-585~3T
i

The Cormittee expressed its firm belief that the Arabs of Israel should disown not only
Shukeiry and his organization but all those self-styled spokesmen of Israeli Arabs who
verg not Israeli citizens themselves. "The relations between the various communities in
Isrgel " Bastuni declared at the time, "must be viewed as a purely Israeli issue in which
no putside element should interfere.” More broadly speasking, Bastuni defined the ultimate
goa} of Israeli society as he and his colleagues saw it as "the creation of a new, well-
defined Israeli identity capable of meetzng the challenges of the modern world and the
reqyirements of modern life and technology."” That the prevailing state of affairs was

"a far cry from this stipulation," Bastuni explained, was the outcome of '"the absence of
clegr definitions of the concepts on which our society is based - a society which is still
in & transition period as far as the crystallization of these concepts were concermed." |

To §mplement its "Israeli Arsb ideology" the Arab-Jewish Cormittee for Israel made a number
of quite elaborate practical suggestions. On the legal plane, it promised to fight against
. differentiation between citizens based on ethnic, religious or racial origins. On the :
institutional plane, it sought the liquidation of all so-called "Arab depertments" appended
to pfflclal and semi-official institutions and supposed to cater for the country's Arab
C1tizens These departments, the Committee maintained, constituted an obstacle to the
1ntegrat10n of the Arab citizen and thus must be merged into the general government and
national institutional apparatus. On the social plane, the Committee called for emsuring.
eqqallty of opportunity for all citizens; end on the political plane it advocated total
separatlon between the government apparatus and the political party, mainteining that

party considerations should cease to guide the actions and decisions of offieials, who

wepe servants of the people as & whole and not of their respective political groups.

As;has already been indicated, Bastuni not only failed to put his and his colleagues' idees
into effect but finaelly decided to leave the country for good. Neither official Israel nor
hla own fellow-Arab citizens of Isreel proved receptive to these 1deas _
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- ISRAEL OFFICE
9 Ethiopia Street
Jerusalem

FROﬁ THE ARAB PRESS . . . . .

In the intenests of improving Jewish-Arab undersianding, the Tsnael Off4ice
. of the American Jewish Committee tramslates and disirnibutes, fwice a month,
" matendial appearing in the Arab press. Though maternial s sometimes extracted
forn brevity it is extracted in context and there is no atifempt Zo delefe ox
2o editorialize. The selection is based on an objective fudgment of relevance.
~ Comments on neactions are welcome,

The material is generally taken from AL-QUDS, an independent daily publLished in
East Jerusalem; AL-BASHEER, a weekly newspapern pubLished in Bethfehem; ALWAN, a
monthly fon Literatune and the ants published in East Jerusalem; AL MIRSAD, a

weekly published in Tel Aviv by Mapam; and AL-ANBA, a Jerusafem daily 5ponsored
by the Isnaeli Government.
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THE SEARCH FOR PEACE

13 March 1971; AL-BASHEER Editorial: "Shock and Anxiety” by Ibrehim Handal

Fear, shock and anxiety have begun to descend on the inhebitants of the occupied territories
as a result of the failure of the current diplomatic efforts to attain any progress. This,
and ‘the fact that the Four Power Representatives have so far failed in their efforts, is"
liable to place obstacles in the way of Dr. Jarring's mission; there are, in fact, reports
that the U.N. envoy intends to go back to Moscow for an unspecified period of time! '

It is to be presumed that, should the present stalemate in the Jarring talks continue,
Egyﬁt will find herself compelled to take some action. One possibility is that Ceiro
will opt for the one path open to it - namely, a renewal of the war attrition started by -
the late President Jamal Abdul Nasser,

If resumed, such a war of attrition may go on for years - and in the end may lead to the
shelving of the current plan to conclude a contractual peace agreement to end the Middle
East crisis and find a just settlement to the Palestine problem. Ultimately, too, it may
affect the whole question of world peace, whose foundations will have to be laid here, in
the’land of peacel

: % %

8 March 1971; AL-QUDS Editorial: "After Sadat's Speech - What?"

Despite the tone and the violent phrases which characterized President Anwar el-Sadat's
speech last night, announcing his refusal to extend the cease~fire, it remains obvious -
as Sadat himself indicated - that Cairo has left the door open for going on with the dip-
lomgtic effort. ;

Sadat has appealed to the Great Powers, and especially the U.S., to the U.N, and its
Secretary-General and to world public opinion, asking that each of these play its role in
briﬁging about a just peace in the area. He also expressed confidence in the World Organ-
izetion and in its principles, proclaimed his faith in the Security Council Resolution
vhich rules that no land should be seized by force, and reiterated his country's desire
for ‘establishing peace on the basis of this Resolution - as well as Egypt's positive re-
ply to the Jarring proposals. All this tends to show that Sadat's address was aimed at
putting the Great Powers on a test, rather than passing a threat of starting a new war,

(Horé}
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After this Egyptian move, responsibility now obviously rests chiefly with the U.S. herself.
The;world cannot afford the outbreak of a third world war, and the Middle East region has .
Just had its fill of wars. Moreover, as Sadat has asserted Washington has pledged that
it gpposes, end will continue to oppose, the annexation of land by conquest.

Will the U.S., then, play her role in bringing about peace - or will she choose to let
thlngs deterlorate so thet guns. would agein be fired and the lives of this area's inhab--
itants continue to supply the fodder?

- * * ¥

THE PALESTINIANS

3 March 1971; AL-QUDS Editoriel: '"The Report and the Orgenizstions”

The ‘report which Ibrshim Bakr, the Secretary of the Executive Committee of the guerrilla
organizations, has submitted to the Palestine Hational Council meeting in Cairo these days

--—-has’been frank and courageous both in its ecriticism and in its self-criticism. The Report
crlticlzed the attitudes taken by the organizations when the late President Abdul Nasser |
accepted the Rogers proposals; the Report also used cendid terms in describing the gen-
eral conduct and attitudes of the organizations - attitudes and conduct which the Report
deseribed as being "based on erroneous understanding, auctioneering, and blunders in
various spheres."

Much of this criticism was aired months ago by certain Palestinian and Arab writers, in

" the 'hope that the organizations would free themselves from their blunders and their auction-
eerings, and ultimately to make them avoid leading the people of Palestine to the brink :
of 1iqu1dat10n and more blook baths, Yet all this was countered by accusations and
rldicule ~ as though it were fated that the leaderships of this people will never see
the itruth until they and the pesple as a whole have paid dearly 1n terms of its blood,
its destiny and its existence.

It {s to be hoped that the kind of candid and courageous criticism which Bakr addressed

to representatives of all the organizations would persuade these orgenizations and their
leaderships to put their fingers on the mistekes and avoid illusory siogans and chesp
auctloneerlngs - and that this will be a start for obJective and realistic thinking lead-
ing“to a grasp of the truth in all its dimemsions. For the fact is that the Report,
despite its candor, reveals only part of the truth; a more complete knowledge of the truth
cen“free the organizetions from their present isolation from the people and give them an
ideg of the Palestiniens' demands at this Juncture. In the forefront of these demands.

is &ne calling for self-determination and for drawing a blueprint for the future through
a freely-held plebiscite. In realizing this demand lies great gain, while discarding

it means the loss of everything.....

¥ ® ¥

T March 1971; AL-QUDS This is My Opinion by Muhammed Abu Shilbaya
"In Defence of Ibrshim Bakr"

We no doubt have many differences of opinion with Ibrehim Bakr, both on strategic and
tactical matters. Nevertheless, we reject the kind of treatment being meted out to
Ibrdhlm Bakr - or to anybody with something to say, for that matter. For the fact is
that when Bakr exercized his right to criticism and to self-criticism, airing before

the Palestlne National Council some of the blunders made by the P.L.O. Executive Cormittee
end the guerrillas orgenizetions, he was subjected to violent attacks of a kind which we
would not want to see directed at any Palestinian - such as that Ibrahim Bakr was a de-

feat;st and that he was working in collusion with Egypt. ( )
. More
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Our Palestinian people, and our Areb Nation as a whole, fully realize that this sort of
language means that, instead of objective and constructive criticism, we are back on the
roaﬁ of invective and libel - that road which had been the principal reason of our calem-
‘ﬁiQS. We thought that the June defeat and the bloodshed in Amman since September were
sqfficient to maeke us discard this style and adopt instead a democratic way allowing
evcryone to express his opinion without being subjected to invective and slander - and
without being forced to resign, as happened yesterday with Ibrahim Bekr, Yasser ‘Omar,
Hamld Abu Sitta and Zuheir al-'Alami.

"

Moreover it is ludicrous for anyone to speek of ''collusion with E . Egypt is not a
hostlle vower, but the older sister - a country which sacrjficed the¢/ lives of thousands
of-lLer sons, saw hundreds of thousands of her Canal Zone gghabitan become refugees after
their towns had been laid in ruins - and ell this for thesake of -Palestine and the people
of Palestine, and at & time when not many Arabs or Palestinians present anything more than
1llqsory slogans and tall and empty talk that has been responsible for our dismal position
and the loss of our homelands.

Our Palestinian people call upon Ibrshim Bakr, Yasser 'Omar and their comrades to form
the nucleus of a new Palestinian leadership advocating the right of our people to self-
determination through a free plebiscite - to decide the kind of system they want and the
sort of union they opt for.

e ® k¥

WEST BANK PROSPECTS
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IQiMarch 1971; AL-ANBA: "An Error Everybody Recognizes" by Ahmed Barham

Israeli Police Minister Shlomo Hillel says that the inhabitents of the West Bank want to
go.back to Jordan. This is not true. Mr. Hillel, it seems, has reached the conclusion
on’the strength of closed meetings he held with certain West Bank inhebitants known for
their ecrtacts with Amman end the Amman regime - or with the traditional leaderships the
identity of whose personal interests with those of Amman is known to everybody, including
thé ‘Minister. It is equally well-known to all, the Minister included, that these leader-
ships no longer represent anybody besides themselves

Ttiwould seem, too, that even those few whom Mr. Hillel consulted, and on the strength of
whode statements he reached his erroneous conclusions, did not have the courage to tell
the Minister about their true attitude, For in reality all that they wanted to say was
that the Falestinians do not want the occupestion; instead they told him that the West

Bapk inhabitants want to return to Jordan! It was on this that Mr. Hillel based his

wrong conclusions - and it is because of this that these conclusions will not in the least
afféet the truth known to all - namely that the iphabitants of the West Bank and the Gaza
Styip, end Palestinians everywhere and in all their habitations, peasants, workers and
clerks, merchants and students, firmly hold on to their right of self-determination, and
demand that this right be exercized through a neutral and free plebiscite to be held under
the supervision of & neutrasl party during e trensition period in which occupied Palestin-
iap territories are placed temporarily under the trusteeship of those same bodies which
arg to supervise the plebiscite.

It ip universally known, moreover, that this is the attitude of the U.A.R. and of Pres-
ident Anwar el-Sedat, as he propounded it to the American weekly Newsweek. It is also
the gttitude of the Arsb nation as a whole, and of every leader who is loyal to the cause
of Palestine and the Arab people of Palestine.

(More)
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Thé.question is: How does Mr. Shlomo Hillel permit himself to make a statement in which
he announces the desire of a million Palestinian Arsbs to go back to Jordan when in fact
he¢ has asked no one but a few ex-notasbles and a number of would-be leaders whose leader-
ships were bestowed on them by Amman in return for their loyalty to Amman and the King
of Amman? I am absclutely certain that the people whose opinion concerning the return to
Jorden Mr, Hillel solicited know full well that they represent no one but themselves,

and thet they can in no wise speak in the name of the milliocn Palestinians who live in
the occupied arees. The fact, as we have pcinted out above, is that they were too afraid
to tell the Minister that the Palestinlans want to see an end to the occupation and to
start determining their own destinies - and so, instead of saying all this, they chose to
say yvhat they thought would spare them the Minister's anger, namely that the Palestinians
in the occupied areas want to go back to the regime in Amman,

I repeat: It is not fair on the part of Police Minister Shlomo Hillel to base his con-
cluslons on erroneous premises - and the error here lies in soliciting the opinion of
persons who the Minister and everybody know do not dare state the truth - and cannot ex-
press the right opinion - concerning the wishes of the inhabitants and their aspirations.

* ¥ ¥

3 M’s'i;-ch 1971; AL-QUDS: This is My Opinion by Muhermmed Abu Shilbaye
o "Ask the People!l"

Isrgeli Prime Minister Golda Meir opposes the establishment of a Palestinisn State; the
Jordanian Parliament and the Jordesnien media of communications are instructed to oppose
thé“k1ght of the people of Palestine to self-determination; King Hussein wants this right
of Belf-determination to be exercized only after the people concerned have returned to
him, 'so that the result of a plebiscite could be fixed in advance; the Police Minister of
Israel holds meetings with some leaders and notables - and then comes out to ennounce
thaeh the inhebitants of the occupied territories consider themselves part of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan; some of the Palestinian leaderships, new as well as old, come out with
speeches and proclemations describing self-determination as "a liquldatory-consplracy
and,’ finally, some Palestinian personalities now advocate the dispatch of delegations to
Arman, ostensibly to try to effect a reconciliation, but only God knows what actually is
hldﬂﬁn behind these calls!

Now‘the question which our Palestinian people as e whole, both in the occupied territories
end- outside them, poses is: Why do some responsible orficlals in Isreel and Jordan, as
well.as in certain foreign countries, trouble to speek in the name of the Palestlnlans
clgiming that their views represent thcse of the Palestinians? Why a free plebiscite is
not held, instead, in which the people itself would make its own say?

Is it not more useful for peace and the efforts to establish peace that the Powers - major
and minor, Arab and foreign - know the real opinion of the people of Palestine - instead
of letting this notable or that leader or the other mukhtar claim that he speaks in the
namé of the people, so that everyone may be spared the trouble, the unjust attacks, and

the epmpty ¢laims concerning alleged "comspiracies”, separatism and "heresies'?
wr ¥ ¥ ¥
3 ?’.f?f,'-ch 1971; AL-QUDS: Prickings by Abu Marwan "When Good Will Prevails"

In my opinion, Golda Meir's references to "a Palestinian State" are somewhat misplaced:
She dpoes not reject the idea of establishing this State es a State, but simply with refer-
ence to the geographical capacity of the area to absorb three States - Jordan, Israel and
Palestine. It would, in fact, be easier to understand Mrs, Meir's view if we introduce in
it a change that would make it nearer certain of her former and better-known statements -
so that it reeds as follows: "The area has no room at omce for the Jordanians, the Pales-

tinians and the Israelis!"
(More)
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Here a personal episode comes to riy mind. During a certain year in my secondary educa-
tion my father wanted me to move from ry private school to the Rashidiyya School, a gov-
ernment school which charged no fees. Dutifully, I took my papers and went to see the
Prigelpal of my prospective school. Unable to see me, he referred me to his Deputy,

Mr., S. - may he be well and prosperous wherever he mey be,

Nou Mr. Deputy-Principal said: "Let's go to the school's courtyard!" "What for?" I en-
qulred.

"You stand at one end of it and I at the other,” he said. "Okey," I consented.
"You push at your end and I push at mine," he continued. "Okay," I said.

"And then the school will have enough ro-m for an additional seat,"” he went on to explain.
“Okay,“ I said.

"And the seat will be yours!" he finally let out. Upon which I bade him gooddey and went
back to my own school...

Perhaps we can "press" the map of this land a little so that we can make room for us and
for our posterity. Such room is necessary, since we have no "old country" to go back to
and must make do with what we have and live on?

* ® W
ARAB SOCIETY AND POLITICS

March 1971; AL-BASHEER MONTHLY; Reflections by Ibrehim D'eibis = "Three Points’

Indugtrialization and economic progress are basic factors of change. Yet, tc avoid building
withone hand and destroying with the other, economic development must be accompanied by
social development - so that nation-building may rest on the two strong pillars, the eco-
nomlc and the social.

The Arab revolution has undertesken industrialization and economic development, but stopped -
short where social problems were concerned, hesitant to take radical decisions, fettered
by popular creeds, customs and superstitions. Insteed of confronting these extremely
backward phenomena, the Arab revolution appeased them, and often even exploited them in

a moat opportunistic manner.

To make our meaning clear, we will raise three points:

Separation of Church and State: In the name of religion, we in the East have granted
our minds a long leave of absence; we tend to shift all our respon51b111t1es and our
troubles to God, resorting to such dicta as "Nothing shall ever befall you unless it be
decreed by God" and "Not a single hair shall fall from the head of any of you except by
my ‘command”. God interferes with every aspect of our lives, He gives us our daily bread:
He defeats us; He grants us victory; He solves our problems; He consocles us; He delivers
us rram trouble. and it is He who decides the time and place in which we do our deeds.

I do not here wish to discuss theological matters; I merely put on record a popular real-
ity.which I feel and experience, and this is what matters to me here. The separaticon of
Relxg}on and State will not, by mere decree, change everything overnight; but it will
open. the vay and provide the scope for change. The most important result will be the
awakenlng of the mind accustomed to reliance on God. This is not because one rejects
God, :it is because one rejects all kinds of resignation - even if it be to God!

2 Co-Education Our sex complex is one of the greatest obstacles to our progress. Sex
consumes half of the thoughts.of our young men and women and fills the minds with delusions
and cumplexes. Let me say in advance that I prefer what some would call sexual degener- '
ation’in the West to the hypoecrisy, the mock-chastity and the moral dualism of the East,

In myIOPinion, the liberation of the East from these complexes resides in one radical

(More)




% -.':..

Ara@_Press - B ' T1-585-38

solytion: All the rising generations of the Arab Nation must be sent to mixed schools -
frog kindergarten to university...In these mixed schools the minds of the new generations
vlll be implanted with new concepts of the East and a new attitude to the other sex.
Neegless to say, this will entail the introduction of sex education in school from a very
ear@y age. :
. Freedam of Thought: For long generations, we lived under regimes which suppressed
-thought and silenced mouths - and the result has been that Reason retreated and tended
tcw d laziness and leniency. If the Arab revolution is really sincere in its drive to
mova the Arab man to the Twentieth Century, then first and foremost it must revive his
minq We therefore reject attempts made by any ruler, revolutionary or reactionery, to
tell us what is allowed and what is not allowed in the sphere of thought. We refuse to
allaw the nation to become a group of impotent yes-men and conformists. A revolutionary
regime that is confident of itself and of its methods does not fear opposition or free
thoyght. Democracy and liberty of thought are the two primery pillars in the construc-
tion of the new, creative Arab man; they are the only way of reviving the mind of our
nation - & mind full of fear and ccwardlce and accustomed to hypocrasy and submissiveness.
Some may indeed exploit this democracy and this liberty; some may put them to bad use,
-They remain, nevertheless, a thousand times better than mental slavery - a thousand times
better than the attenpt to standardize the minds of the people and subject them to reglman—
tation as decreed by the ruler., We must allow the new man to choose to doubt, to reject
anﬁhthls must be applied to everything, from the color of his shoes end his necktie to
the'most sacred and elevated of beliefs and concepts.

* % %

5 Mé;ch 1971; AL-QUDS: "The Arab Woman: When Will She Break the Fetters?”
by Muhammed Walid Istitiyya - Nablus

Is it not astoundlng that, after decades of strife aimed at the liberation of woman, tens
of millions of our daughters continue in various parts of the Arab Homeland to lead a
dismal social existence, living like slaves and enjoying no more rights than those be-
stowed on cattle?....

Is it not astounding, too, thaet while great efforts are being made to create a better
Arah society the Arab'woman continues to be neglected,...as 1f it were decreed that she
was created solely to serve men and bear children. No one seems to be aware of the fact
that all the efforts being made to create a better society will never bear fruit unless
the Arab women is liberated and given her full rights - otherwise our Arab society will
remain backward.

One-wonders when will the time come when the educational level of Arab women will be im-
proxed enough to reach that of their Western sisters - or their sisters in China and
Jepap? When will the Arab woman enter the field of work side by side with the man - in
factories, in firms and in government departments - so that she will get the feeling - as
well as the man - that she is no longer a burden to him, or a mere piece of furniture that
hefmgy change whenever he so desires?
. .





