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FROM THE

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St,, New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

ANNUAL NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Reia;n'ons

COUNCIL MEETING - : W b LESR
October 23-26, 1980 ; CDNTACT
Bond Court Hotel

777 St. Clair Avenue -
Cleveland, Ohio 44174 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Néiﬁﬁﬁ%"F]atow;‘Press i
Jonathan Schenker, TV-Radio

PRESS ROOMS: Newman & Kaye

CLEVELAND, Oct. 24...Stressihg that bilingual educational programs can

aid newcomers to America in attaining "the knowledge and credentials they
need to achieve success 'in American society," the American Jewish Committee
today urged the adoption of such programs so 1dng as they are based on the
belief that America continues to have one common language: English--"in

wh1ch a11 peop]e shou1d be pr0f1c1ent

e Rl )
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A resolution to that effect was approved by the agency' s top po11cy-
making National Executive Counc11 at its annual meeting at the Bond Court
Hotel here.

In approving bilingual education, the AJC stressed.that bilingual
instructional programs incorporate six princinles:

1. Bilingual programs should integraﬁe students early into the
linguistic, social, and economic mainstream.

2. A1l programs should undergo periodic evaluation to ensure compliance
with their aims. Standards set when a program is iﬁstituted should include
clearly defined goals for time limits on participation, and assure that edu-
cational attainment levels of sfudents remain at least on a par with other
students on their grade levels.

3. Bilingual programs should aim to enhance the self-image of the
students.

4, These programs should avoid any temptation to become insular, and

should encourage children to understand each others' cultures.

- more -
Maynard |, Wishner, President; Howard 1. Friedman, Chairman, Board of Governors: Theodore Ellenoff, Chairman, National Executive Council; Gerard Weinstock, Chairman, Board of Trustees.
Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice President
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5. Instructors should be fully trained and competent in both
English and the student's home language and in subject matter.

6. Parents of bilingual children should be deeply involved
in all dual-language programs.

The American Jewish Committee stressed the "economic and occu-
pational implications" of its suggested bilingual guidelines.
| Today's newcomers to America, it added, "must compete in a
contracting economic situation, espeeia11y at the manual labor and
small business levels that provided the career springboards for their
predecessors."

"If they are to ;uCCeed and become integrated into American
economic and social life," the AJC maintained, "they will have to
acquire enough skills through the schools to qualify for higher level
positions. This makes their formal education a mgtfer of critical.
importance. If.bi]ingual programs can aid them in attaining the
knowledge and credentials they need to achieve success in American
society, such programs will be very beneficial both to immigrants and
the nation at large." _

In addition, the AJC statement asserted, since the language
situations differ from community to community, schﬁols should reflect
local concerns in language instruction, including offering of languages
other than English to English-speaking students.

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's
pioneer human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects
the civil and religious rights of Jews at home and abroad, and seeks

improved human relations for all people everywhere.

80-960-280
10/24/80
A EJP



JEWS SEEK BRIDGE WITH HISPANICS TO EXPLORE MINORITY PROBLEMS (420)

NEW YORK (NC) — The B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League has begun publication of a quarterly publication
to exblora "Eommon roots, problems and possibilities for community action' with Hispanics in the United States.

Nuestro Encuentro (Our ‘Meeting), said its co-editor, Rabbi Leon Kienicki, “aims at two immigrant com-
munities in the United States, the Jews and most of the Hispanics.”

There are over 6.1 million members of Jewish congregations in the United States. Hispanics number an
estimated 23 million, including some 6.7 million Mexican-Americans. Most of them profess Catholicism.

Paul Sedillo, director of the Secretariat for Hispanic Affairs of the U.S. Catholic Conference, which is
distributing 1,000 copies of Nuestro Encuentro through diocesan centers, commented in Washington that “there
are indeed similarities between the two communities which justify a good dialogus.”

“Take bilingualism for Jews, for Hispanics. Both need their native language to maintain their respective
cultures. Another similar situation is discrimination, felt as minorities. True, the Jewish community has more
economic and political leverage, yet they have suffered a good deal.”

The Catholic Pastoral Center for the Northeast, based in New York, is distributing another 1,000 copies of the _

public_étion, The Anti-Defamation League has distributed the balance of 5,000 copies through 28 Jewish centers
in the country. . . -

Rabbi Klenic, who comes from Argentina, said that the forthcoming edition will publish a dialogue between
two neighbors in Brooklyn, one Jewish, one Hispanic, about the events in their neighborhood.

The first issue, published at the end of June, elaborates on “friendship as the greatest gift among human
beings,” and traces roots common to Hispanics and Jews to “the long history they share in Spain, Northern
Africa, Latin America and now the United States."

Rabbi Martin A. Cohen, co-editor and a scholar on the medieval history of Spain, explained in the June issue
the main points of Jewish theology, from which Christianity borrowed basic concepts.

‘Rosa Perla Resnick, a staff writer of Nuestro Encuentro, dealt with social problems among Hispanic com-
munities, saying “their adaptation to the modern, industrialized society they found in the United States has been
difficult and quite similar to that of other immigrant groups.” She added that efforts to foster self-confidence,
establish their identity and train their own leadership are breaking the ground "for the next generations to enjoy a
better quality of life.”

NC NEWS SERVICE -10- _ ilonday, July 9, 1979

Rabbi Klenicki offered a summary of the Second Vatican Council document, “Nostra Aetate' which, he said
"“recognizes the close relationship between Christianity and Israel” after two thousand years “of prejudice.”
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THE WEEK IN RELIGION

BY RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE

RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE FOR RELEASE: Wcekend of
43 West 57th Strect March 25, 1877
New York, New York 10019

'CHURCHES GO BEYOND RELIGIOUS NEEDS
IN MINISTERING TO SPANISH-SPEAKING

Church ministrics to Spanish-spcaking Amcricans have been in the
news recently in connection with the search for a suspected Puerto
Rican terrorist who served on the Episcopal Church's Hispanic affairs’
commission last yecar.

In somc cascs, outreach efforts to the nation's Hiséanic community
have been controversial as they have sought to meet cconomic and
social, as well as rcligious, nceds. But tho Churches have been
incrcasing their commitments to this cthnic minority group in spite
of the problems, as they scek tolturther the mission of the Gospel as
if rclates to the Spanish-speaking, who; incidentally, werc the first

Ep_br;pg.tPQPQPSle‘Eo_Phe,New'World._

A 1975 rcport by the 6.3. éénﬁu;'ﬁhreau'ibuﬁé that Americans "of
Sbanish origin'" number an cstimated 11.2 million, comprising about
five per cent of the total U.S. population. Of thosce, about 60 per
cent arce of Mexican origin, 15 per coent Pucrto Ricam, 7 per cont
Cuban, 5 per cont Contral or South American, and the remaining 13
per cent of "other Spanish origin." -

Census figurces indicatc that families headed by persons of
Spanish origin had a median income in 1874 substantially loss than
that for the average U.S. family -- $£,530 compared to $12,840. The
median income for familics of Puerto Rican origin was even less --
$7,630.

Although church ministrics to Hispanics have sought to alleviate
their socio-economic needs, they have also given special attention to
their spiritual ncods. This.is an arca in which President Carter, an

active Southern Baptist layman, has had some involvement.
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In 1259, Mr. Carter did evangelistic work in Spanish-speaking
ncighborhoods in Springficld, Mass., with the Rev. Eloy Cruz, a Cuban
who is now pastor of th¢ Spanish Calvary Baptist Church in Brooklyn,
N.Y. The President has often cited Mr. Cruz as having been an impor-
tant influcnce in his Christian lifc. Mr. Carter himsclf tries to read
at lecast onc chapter of the Bible in Spanish cach night beforc going to bed.

"Evangclization' has been chosen as the theme for the second
national pastoral meceting of U.S. Catholic Spanish-speoking citizens.
Officinlly titled "Scgundo Encucntro Hispano Naciecnal dec Pastoral, " the
meeting will be held in Washington Aug. 18-21, and will continuc the
dialogue and reflection started with its proedecossor im 1972,

The first Encucntro developed numerous rocommendations for use by
dioccsces in ministoring to Hispanics. At the upcoming mecting, such
topics as Unity in Plurnlism of Hispanics, Intcgral Education, Human
t Rights, Hispanic Church: Decvelcepment of Small Christian Communitics,
Eand Political Rasponsibility will be discussed.

! A Cuban couplc who came as exiles to the U.S. in the carly 1560s
fold a -pancl of Catholic bishops mceting in Newark in late 1975 that
the Church should reflect a healthy appreciation of "becing differunt.”

Juan and Irma Ley-Harris of Union City, N.J., declared that "now
that the Spanish-speaking arce gaining awarceness, we strongly fecl a
stcp forward should be taken to provide for the development of new
models of beclonging, coming from the Spanish-speaking.! This will be
reflected at the upceming Encuentro, which is being preceded by local
and regicnal meetings of Hispanic Catholics.

Hispanic caucusces and program agencies have been developed in the
nation's Protestant Churches over the past decade, highlighting the
fact that a significant number of non-Catholic Christians now make up
the Spanish-speaking pepulation of the U.S.

Dr. Jorge Lara-Braud, a Presbyterian, heads the Faith and Order
Commission of the National Council of Churches. Before he assumed that
post in 1872, he was dircctor of the Hispanic-Amcrican Institute,
sponsorcd by the Austin (Texas) Presbyterian Seminary, and frequently

spoke at Christian gatherings on the needs of Hispanic Protestants.
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On onc¢ such occasion, Dr, Lara-Braud attaclked what he called the
incorrcct notion that the Spanish-spcaking pcople arce all "spiritual
wards of the Roman Catholic Church" and thercfore "off limits" to
Protestant outrcach. He asscrted that "roughly 80 poer cent live in
a spiritual no-man's land, with cnough residual religiosity to settle
for lesser deitices, mogical notions, nostalgic memorics, and cercmonial
functions .™

Protestants and Catholics alike have becn producing Spanish-
language materials to serve the religious nceds of Hispanics. An
increasing number of Catholic dicccsan newspapers arc now issuing
Spanish cditions, and Our Sunday Visitor has becn publishing a weckly
paper called El Visitante Dominical since 1974. The Churchos have also
been publishing hymnals and other worship matcrials in Spanish.

Miami has become a center for publication and distribution of
Christian litcrature in Spanish. Ccntro-Lit has been e¢stablished in
fhat city's Tomiami United Mcthodist Church as a distribution center

/fhandling morce than 1,200 books publishced by some 200 houscs. Editorial
/ Caribe, publiching arm of the nondenominational Latin Amcerica Mission
Publications, handles some 150,000 picces of theological literaturc

a year.

Casa Baptista, the El Pasc-based operation of the Southern Baptist
Cenvention, is the largest publishor of Christian literature in the
Spanish language. in the U.S. It specializes in Sunday school litera-
ture and church organization books, prcducing scme 800 titles cach
year.

There are no major Roman Catholic Spanish publishing houses in the
U.S. Most missals, Bibles and church books are published for Spanish-
speaking Catholics in Spain, while others come from Argentina and
Mexico.-

The Episcopal Church's National Commission cn Hispanic Affairs,
which is nﬁw part of that denomination's Coalition for Human Neads, has
becen one oi the foremost cxamplecs of a Church agency that has sought to

meet the sociological, as well as spiritual, neceds of its constituency.
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Its official goals includc the making of grants to community
groups ongaged in "efforts for self—developéﬁnt"; development of an
educational program bascd on the controversial theories of Brazilian
scholar Paulo Freire, author of Pocdagogy of the Oppressed; and support
of legal programs designed to ""test the U.S. system of jurisprudence
in rolation te 'Hispanos.'"

Other forms of ministry to Hispanics are excomplified by the
Naticnal Hispanie Lutharan'Assembly, which was formed in 1972, Its
objectives include developing of communications among Hispanic-American
Lutherans, helping all Lutherans to realizé the needs of Hispanic con-
gregations and communitics, honing of ministerial expertise through
special curricula in scminaries and othor institutions, recruiting.
and helping to fund Hispanic-Amcrican sceminarians, developing lay
ministries, and producing Spanish literaturc for churchos.

A rogional pastoral conteor to scorve Hispanic Catholics in the
northeast U.S. was opencd last year in New York under the sponsorship
of 33 dioceses in 14 states. It is setting up "mobile" offices in
such places as Boston, Philadolphia, and northern Now Jerscy to pro-

- mote leadership training programs in religious education, lay minis-
trics, pastoral outrcach, liturgy, and a varioety of othor fields.

In many arcas, the problems and frustrations of Hispanics are
similar to thosc of cther ethnic minoritics. A National Strategy
Conforence on Hispanic Ministrics held by the Christian Church
(Disciples 6f Christ) in 1975 rcportoed that these include little
understanding of Hispanic cultural valucs, minimal represcntation
on boards and committcees, and slcwnoss in starting new congregations

and recruiting professional leadership.
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At the same time, tho churches arce finding that Hispanics can also
help to rencw institutional Christianity with their special contribu-
tions. A rcport issued by the U.S., Catholic Conference's Division for
the Spanish Speaking has concluded that the gifts of "faith, love and
brotherhood™ lived in Spanish-spcaking communitics "will transform
internally the institutiﬁnal Church...which will find its source, its
strength, and its light in a community of believers -- the people of
God."

Dr. Lara-Braud has said that the Hispanic-American community is
"at once on a path.of collision, conflucence, and cross-fortilization."
"As the churches work with Spanish-speaking citizens, they are both
entering that path and helping to shape its directions.
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e THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 €. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAN ANTONIO, TEX., Feb. 6...A major conference of Mexican-American and Jewish
leaders will be held in San Antonio, Texas, Feb. 13-15, it was announced today by
Archbishop Patrick H. Elores, Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio, and Rabbi Marc
H. Tanenbaum, director of international relations of the American Jewish
Committee.

The consultation, which is being sponsored by the Archdiocese of San Antonio
and the AJC, will bring together religious and civic leaders from every major city in
Texas for an intensive exchange of views on major domestic and foreign issues
concerning both the Mexican-American and the Jewish communities. The conference
is viewed by Archbishop Flores and Rabbi Tanenbaum as the first stage in a series of
conferences expected to culminate in a National Conference on Hispanic-Jewish
Relations, involving Spanish-speaking groups in addition to the Mexican community.

Issues to be discussed at the Texas meeting include cultural pluralism, identity,
immigration, education and voting rights.

Titled "Texas Consultation on Mexican American-Jewish Relations — Human
Rights: A New Beginning," the meeting has been funded by a grant from the Nathan
Appleman Institute for the Advancement of Christian-Jewish Understanding. It will
be held at Assumption Seminary and Temple Beth-El in San Antonio.

Coordinators of the conference are Rabbi A. James Rudin, AJC's interreligious
affairs director; Rabbi David Jacobson of Temple Beth-El, San Antonio; Milton
Tobian, director of AJC's Dallas office, and Richard Avena of San Antonio, Southwest

director of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission.

-more -

Howard | Friedman, President; Theodore Ellenoff, Chairman, Board of Govemors; Alfred H. Moses, Chairman, Nationsl Executive Council; Robert S. Jacobs. Chairman, Board of Trustees.

William 3. Trosten, Acting Director
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Highlights of the conference will include:
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13

2:00-2:45 Welcome - Statement of Purpose

Archbishop Patrick F. Flores
Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum

3:00-4:30 Who Are We - Identity, Diversity & Imagery
The Mexican-American of Texas

Richard Santos
Author, Historian, Educator

The American Jew
Henry Feingold, Professor of History,
City University of New York

4:45-6:15 Major Issues of Concern

Contemporary Mexican-American Issues
Mario Obledo, President LULAC

Contemporary Jewish Ameriean Issues
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Commentators:
Ernie Cortes

J. Livingston Kosberg .
Chairman of the Board, Texas Dept. of Human Resources

6:30-7:30 Dinner

Speaker: Rabbi A. James Rudin
7:45~9¥]5 Education

Mexican American Concerns

Dr. Jose Cardenas
Executive Director, IDRA

Jewish American Conecerns
Henry Feingold

Commentators:

Dr. Mauro Reyna

Associate Commissioner of Special Populations, Texas Education
Agency, Austin, Texas

Linda May
Viee President, Southwest Region AJC

9:15-10:00 Discussion

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

9:00-10:15 Cultural Pluralism - Assimilation/Integration
The Jewish American Experience
Irving Levine, AJC Director of National Affairs

The Mexican American Experience
Rev. Virgil Elizondo, President, Mexican American Cultural Center

Commentators:
Mexican American

Bambi Cardenas Ramirez
U.S. Civil Rights Commission

-more



Jewish _
Bert Kruger-Smith
Executive Associate, Hogg Foundation for Mental Health

12:00-1:30 Lunch
Speaker:
William Velasquez, Director, Voter Registration Project

1:45-3:15 Immigration - Past, Present & Future

Jewish American Perspective
Gary Rubin, Director, AJC Center on Immigration & Aceulturation

Mexican American Perspective
Lionel J. Castillo, Former Commissioner of Immigration &
Naturalization

Commentators:

Mexiean American

Al Vellarde, Southwest Regional Director, U.S. Catholic
Conference, Migration and Refugee Society

Jewish
Martha Kaplan, Attorney

6:00-7:00 Where Do We Go From Here?
Chairmen:

Father Robert Kownacki
Rabbi David Jacobson

Closing Remarks:

Archbishop Patrick F. Flores
Rabbi A. James Rudin

7:00 Dinner

Speaker: Mayor Henry Cisneros
San Antonio, Texas

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of people here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations
for all people everywhere.
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Commentators:.
Moexican American

" Al Vellarde, Southwest Regional A T ; /',)pf_:i-:r....,_ N
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Migration and Refugee Service 4 ;-“.‘,;‘ . ‘\
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Muartha Kaplan, Attorney . - TR
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3:30-5:00 Workshop/Action Groups \"-:._‘. .
5:00-6:00 . . . Break to go to Temple Beth El. . . _ i e

211 Belknap St

(:00-7:00 Where Do We Go From Here?

Chairmen: d - ' TEXAS

Father Robert Kownacki - P -

Rabbi David mim‘»;{ ’ : CONSULTATIOCN

Presentor Comments > - ) ;
Recommendations for the Future o1t : ) . -
S R 'MEXICAN AMERICAN
Archbishop Patrick F. Flores, 4

Catholic Archdiocese of San Amuni‘_\ | , - EEWESE-} I{E;{JF&TEQI‘Q 8

Rabbi fames Rudin, AJC
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FEBRUARY 1314, 1984
ASSUMPTION SEMINARY
2600 W. WOODLAWN AVE.
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
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MONDAY, FERRUARY 13

IZ:U(}-E:HU chislratinn'

2 U{} 2:43 Welcome - Slatemenl of Purpnse

/\uhhlshup Patrick F. Flores
- Cathelic Archdiocese of San Antonio
© - Rabbi Mare Taneabaum

.i\_l(' Director ul' inlcmatinn.’nl Alfairs

! o ". :00-4:30 Who Are Wc - Identity,

Diversity & Imagery

CThe Mexican-American of Texas
Richard Santos '
Author, Flistorian, Educator

The American few

Henry Feingold, Professor ot History,

City University of New York

4:13-6: 15 Major lssues of Concern

Conternporary Mexican-American Issues
Mariao Obledo, President LULAC
Cs:m‘s':;qmnuy Jeiwish Awericain Issues
Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum,

AJC Director of International Affairs

Commentators:
Ernie Corles

J. Livingston Kosherg
Chairman of the Board, Texas Dept.
of Human Resources

6:30-7:30 . . . .. .Dinner. , .. ..

Speaker: Rabbi James Rudin

-A)C Director of Inter<Religious Affairs

7 43-9: h Education

f\lnfum American Concerns

Dr. Jose Cardenas
" Excécutive Director, 1DRA

Jeweish American Concerns

Henry Feingold, Professor of History,
City University of New York

Commentalors:

" Dr.-Mauro Reyna
Associate Commissioner of Special
- Populations, Texas Education Agency,
Austin, Texas

Linda May
-Vice l’rcsldcnt Southwest Reblun AJC

“9:15-10:00 Discussion

B TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
- 9:00-10:15 Cultural Pluralism -

Assimilation/Integration
The Jewish American Expericuce
Irving Levine, AJC Director of
National Arfairs .
The Mexican American Expericice
Rev. Virgil Elizondo, President
Mexican American Cuiltural Center
Commentators:
Mexican American
Bambi Cardenas Ramirez
U. S. Civil Rights Commission
Jewwish
Bert Kruger-Smith
Exccutive Associate, Hu;.,;, Foundation
for Munta! Health :

C10:15-10:45 . . . . . .Break. ... ..

10:45-12:00 Workshop/Action Groups

12:00-1:30 .
Speaker:
William Velasquez,

Director, Voter Registration Project

, .Lunch. - SR

1:45-3:15 Immigration - Past, Present & Future
Jewish American Perspective
Gary Rubin, Director, AJC Center on
Immigration & Acculluration
Mexican American Perspective
Leonel J. Castillo; Former Cnnnmssmner
of Immigration & Naturalization

e e e e M M R e e e R m s o= m e = - - -

RECISTRATION

The Registration Fee is $25.00 (which includes
three meals). Individual meals are available at
the following:

Monday, February 13 '
$10.00

Dinner-Assumption Seminary
Tuesday, February 14

Lunch-Assumption Seminary $ 5.00
Tuesday, February 14

Dinner-Temple Beth El

$10.00

Housing is available at:
Foliday Inn NLW. (IH 10W)

La Quinta (IFH 10W)

You can also contact:
Sister Elisa Rodrigues
Office for Hispanic Affairs
3019 W. French Place
San Antonio, TX 78229
(512) 734-7578

Name

A_ddr_ess

Phone
D I enclose payment for registration.

D I will pay at registration.

This Conference is made possible by a'gmnt from the
NATHAN APPLEMAN INSTITUTE

for The Advancement-of Christian-Jewish Understanding.

AND
many others from the Mexican Amvrican
and Jewish Communities
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, Oct. 6. . .The American Jewish Committee today expressed concern that the
announcement by House Speaker Thomas P. 0'Neill Jr. that Congress would not consider
the Simpson-Mazolli immigration bill this year could have "a possible negative
effect" on "refugee and asylum policy."

Howard 1. Friedman, AJC President, commented in a statement: "While we can
understand and sympathize with some of the fears by a number of groups that led to
opposition to the bill, we regret that these serious issues may not now receive
serious Legislative consideration in Congress."

The frustration generated by failure to pass provisions to cut down on
undocumented immigration, Mr. Friedman added, '"could produce a backlash that would
demand a cutback in all legal inflow, including entry of refugees."

Yr. Friedman pointed out that the refugee policy of the U.S., which he said
"aims to rescue people who must flee their homes because of the threat of
persecution," deserves to be considered on its own merits.

He pointed to other issues touched on by the Simpson-Mazolli bill, including
reunification of U.S. citizens and resident aliens with their families; how
millions of undocumented aliens legalize their status; how to end their underground
existence while the search goes on for "effective and fair methods" to curb
illegal inflow; how to deal with asylum seekers in ways "efficient and consonant
with international law."

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer
human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and

"religious rights of Jews at home and abroad and seeks improved human relations
for all people everywhere.

The text of Mr. Friedman's statement is attached:

- more -
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IMMIGRATION STATEMENT BY HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN, PRESIDENT
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

""We hope that the announcement by House Speaker 0'Neill that the U.S.'Cbngress
will not consider the Simpson-Mazolli Immigration Reform and Control Act is not
the final word. There are outstanding serious concerns that must be addressed if
the United States is to maintain a fair aﬁd generous immigration policy.

"0f primary concern to the American Jewish Committee is the possible negative
effect that the setting aside of this legislation could have on refugee and asylum
policy. A real danger exists that frustration generated by the failure to pass
provisions to cut down on undocumented immigration could produce a backlash that
would demand a cutback in all legal inflow, including entry of refugees. The
refugee policy of the United States, which aims to rescue people who must flee
their home countries because of the threat of persecution, has served our
humanitarian and practical interests well andldeserves to be considered on its own
merits. It is important to protect our commitment to refugees from any
disappointment arising from the postponing of the Simpson-Mazolli Bill.

"Other issues the bill sought to address will not disappear and will continue
to demand attention and policy development. U.S. citizens and resident aliens
will want to retain their abil;£y to reunify their families through the immigration
process. The United States has gained much from this family unification program
and we should continue to uphold it. Millions of undocumented aliens remain in
the country who will not now have the means to legalize their status. We must
seek ways to end their underground existence at the same time as we search for
effective and fair methods for curbing illegal inflow. We must also find
better mechanisms for assuring that asylum seekers in the U.S. are dealt with
in a way that is both efficient and consonant with international law.

"While we can well understand and sympathize with some of the fears by a number
of groups that led to opposition to the bill, we regret that these serious issues
may not now receive legislative consideration in Congress. The American Jewish
Committee will continue to remain active on immigration in support of a generous,

effective and fair entry policy."

1-/6/83
83-960-317
A,ETH



-3\-::

REPORT ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER.24, 1981 SESSION AT NEC, HOUSTON, TEXAS

SESSION ON THE HISPANIC JEWISH ENCOUNTER

| Howard Fr}edman opened_the Sessfqn by offering a brief deecription of the
youthful, rahid?y-growing heteragenou§ Hispanic-cdmmunity in Amerfca; noting
-that the H1span1c Jewish encounter oEEurs for the most part in urban America,
- where our re1at1onsh1ps thus far have been tenous and exp]nratory, although
_there is a recognition of 1ts potentjal s1gn1f1cance.

‘Manuel Busteie, President of the NafiuneT Puerto Rican Forum, noted
that the Hispanic commun1ty is ethn1cal1~ d1verse and geograph1ca11y divided
'1nto d1fferent popu]at1on centers j ‘. .. |

H1span1cs, generalIy, share a status af econom1c disadvantage, their
‘median income 15 $4000 below the natlona1 aherage Homever, there is a
_1arge measure of economic d1vers1ty among reﬂat1ve1y advantaged Cubans,
' who rank above the national med1an genera]lq d1sadvantaged Puerto Ricans,
-who-are well below that med1an and Ch1canos ! who are c]ose to but ei1ght1y
below the median. ' L == i :

" Puerto Ricans have suffered econom1c declhne dur?ng the decade of the
'705, and the new Federal cutbacks w111 reduce ederal employment 1n Puerto
Rico by 30, 000 which w111 further encourage & ‘grat1on to the ma1n1and
However, the new migrants are 1arge1y cel]ege e#ucated although they are
not Eng]1sh-speak1ng " He projected: tha* ecorom1c deter1orat1on in Puerto
Ricd will cause 200;000 people to 1eave_1n 1982._

; _Buste]q'urged thet mainstream America should perceive Hispaﬁic'nmerica
as a cultural and economic resource, representing an attractive market for
American business and proyidihg linkage for cultivating profitable economic

ties to Latin America.



He.acknow]edged the growing cemmunication'betweeh Hispanics and Jews,
urging that we move from "talk" to "communication "

Sen.. Alfred Gutierrez expanded on the pluralist nature of H1span1c
Amer1ca by a]]ud1ng to diversity w1th1n the Ch1cano and Puerto Rican
subgroups. | : | -

"-I He suggested anleffinity between Hispanics and Jews based dn their
shafed-eemmithent to group survival. In this respecf,;the Jewish .community
provides a sucéessfui model. _ . - .

~ Assessing possibi1ities for coalition, he notedlthat neither group has
found it necessary to date to address issues of major concern to the other
community. For examp]e, H1span1cs have not debated their attitudes toward
Israel. | _ _ _ - _ . | '

He noted an affinity of approach on the need for 5 liberal national
fimmigration policy, but asked AJC to. oppose both‘the imposition of a national
1dent1ty card and the 1mpos1t1on of emp1oyer sanct1ons He warned against
a process of 1nst1tut10na11z1ng evil. |

The speakers responded to questions ebout bilingualism, intergroup problems

in Miami and'se1f;he1p in‘the Hispanic community. They expressed support
for bilingual programs admed at serving_Hispanie children until they achieve
. proficiency in English. They crfticized the abandonment of federal programs

‘identified as "oppoptunity—prdducing"and urged the necessity of analyzing the
social consequences of dismantling such programs in order to avoid'sentencing.
_ehe poor to a posture.of eermanent dependence. |

| Reporting on chapter progradming in the area of Hispanic-Jewish relations.

 Linda May noted that the Houston chapter submitted an amicus brief



supporting the right'of the chfldren of undocumented_aiiens to enroll wifhout
| charge-in the'public schooTsl The chapter has also sponsored dialogue programs
'focus1ng on the 1ssues of immigration and education.

Barton Udell of M1am1'reported on the erosion of a Hispanic—dewish
coalition in Miami when a m111tant fact1on assumed contro] of a local
-H1span1c organ1zat10n which had previously worked in co]]aborat1on with the
chapter |

Bruce Ramer of Los Angeles described the act1v1t1es of the Los Ange]es
chapter, which include: cooperation with MALDEF in advocat1ng Tiberal
' immigratfon policies; support for the extension of the federal Voting

Rights Law; an amicus brief challenging the constitutionalify of INS
'"sweeps of factor1es in search of undocumented aliens,' the sponsorship of .
.,dTalogue programs | t |
He 1nd1cated that H1span1c Jew1sh programm1ng represented the chapter's

highest priority.

Cerored By rraroed PHCEERYT
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THE AMERICAN JEW!ISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations, 165E.56St,, New York, N.Y. 10022, (212; 751-4000

The American Jewish Commiltee, founded in 19086, is the pioneer humas-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jaws here
and abroad. and advances the cause of improved human relations for 2l people.

ANNUAL NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MOBTON-YARMON, Dicaciar o Dibic ayistiony
COUNCIL MEETING CONTACTS: Natalie Flatow, Press
October 22-25, 1981 Jonathan Schenker, TV-Radio

Galleria Plaza Hotel

5060 West Alabama Street

Houston, Texas 77056 FOR RELEASE AFTER 11 A.M.
1-713-960-8100 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1981

PRESS ROOMS: Sage & Westchester

HOUSTON, Oct. 24 .... Hispanic-Jewish ties are growing steadily among

the 15 million Hispanic Americans and the 6 million American Jews

despite some points of disagreement. Increased efforts will be made
by both groups to reconcile differences and form future coalitions.

That was the concensus of opinion at sessions of the American
Jewish Committee's Annual Executive Council Meeting at Galleria Plaza
Hotel today. Howeve;, it was made clear that there were still differ-
ences on some issues.

In the words of Manuel A. Bustelo, Chairman of the Forum of
National Hispanic Organizations and Executive Director of the National
Puerto Rican Forum, "There is a big difference between talk and
communication. We have talked. Now we must communicate. We must
sit together not only to seek out our differences but to find our
similarities, our common interests and goals, and the way in which we
can work together so all can trade and profit."

A similar view was voiced by Alfredo Gutierrez, Arizona State
Senator. Both he and Mr. Bustelo said that Jews had frequently
gottean behind a number of programs vital to Hispanic Americans. Cited
were:

* A generous U.S. immigration policy, including family unifi-
cation, and amnesty for workers without papers;

* The use of native languages in schools primarily as a vehicle
for teaching English; -
- more -

Waenarg |, & mmer 24k adant: Howard | Friedman, Chairman, Board of Governors: Theoadore Ellenoff, Chairman, National Ececutive Council: Robert L. Pelz, Chawman, 3oard of Trustees,
Bertram H. Gold, Execulive Vice President
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* Ehcouragement of pluralism in public schools;

* Extension of the Voting Rights Act.

Various speakers at the meeting pointed out that many American
Jews live in the areas in which the Hispanic population is increasing,
and that the two groups would come into closer contact as their resi-
dential patterns converge.

Hispanic representatives emphasized that their community feels
it is subject to a great deal of discrimination in employment and in
‘the general society, and that a sizeable segment of it strongly favors
affirmative action, including quotas. They also stressed that:

* Hispaﬁics and Jews ﬁilﬂanot always see eye to eye. Affirma-
tive action quotas are one area where they disagree. There are also
differences regarding some aspects of U.S. immigration policy.

* Hispanic-Jewish ties are steadily increasing, and that more
exploration was needed to reveal common concerns and points of dis-
agreement. . ;

* If both sides approach the relationship with realism and
respect for each other's needs and feelings, it should be possible
to forge an effective coalition movement beneficial to both groups.

It was explained during the sessions that about 60 perﬁgsft

of Hispanics in the United States are of Mexican °Ii9i£iﬁlifof cent

:come from Puerto Rico; 7 per cent are of Cuban ancestry, most of
‘them refugees from Castro; and 18 per.cent stem from other Latin
“nations. A key characteristic of all the communities, it was said,
is their c1o§eness to the immigrant experience: more than 6 out of
10 were born outside this country's borders.

Most live fn the Southwest, but there are also large concentra-
tions in the industrial northern states and in Florida, primarily in
metropolitan areas, but with a2 growing suburban presence.

It was also stated that attachment to the Spanish language is
the one bond that unites all members of the Hispanic community.
Surveys indicate that Hispanics see their language as one of the
most important aspects of their tradition and are deeply committed
to preserving it. In addition, many newcomers cannot yet function
in English. These factors explain the community's strong support of
bilingual education, and their demand that those who provide social

‘services to the Spanish-speaking be competent in that language.

81-960-302 R S
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PREFACE

In April 1981, under the auspices of the Houston Chapter of the American Jewish
Committee and the Immigrant Aid Society of the Americas, a two day Hispanic-

Jewish Conference on Immigration and Acculturation was held in Houston, Texas.

The unique dialogue which was carried on between scholars, leaders and laypersons
from two of America's most prominent ethnie groups created a rare occasion for
the kind of "ethnic sharing" that is much needed both to recount the historical

lessons of the past and to refuel faith in the possibility for problem solving today.

While the Hispanie-dewish Conference featured presentations on the history of
Hispanics and Jews in the settlement of Texas, the Conference also emphasized the

total immigration and acculturation experience of the two groups.

Both Hispanics and Jews retain a commonality of experience in their strong desire

to retain their unique cultural and historical identity, while at the same time they

strive for absérption into the economic and cultural mainstream of American life.
____,_a—"-‘_--_-_\___

- —— —

Both share religionf as a foundation upon which they have built their values and

—

institutions in this country. So it is once again appropriate to take a closer look at

-_—
what is happening in the two communities.

The Texas Committee for the Humanities and the National Endowment for the

Humanities funded this unique meeting. Their support for the conference is greatly

' appreciated. This report of the highlights of the conference was also made possible

by their generous grant.

Leonel Castillo
Linda K. May
Co-Chairpersons
Hispanic-Jewish Conference
ii



A GUIDE TO THE PARTICIPANTS

Dr. Lawrence Fuchs Former Director of the Select Commission on
Immigration and Refugee Policy

Roy Walter Chief Rabbi, Congregation Emanu-El, Houston

Irving M. Levine Director, Institute on Pluralism and Group Identity,
American Jewish Committee

Dr. Margarita Melville Assistant Professor of Anthropology, University of
Houston |
George Valdez Deputy Director, Community Development Division of the
Mayor's office.

Leonel Castillo Former Commissioner, U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service

Cecelia Brodsky Older Jewish immigrant

Manuel Crespo Older Hispanic participant

Dr. Guadalupe Quintanilla Assistant Provost and Associate Professor of

Spanish University of Houston
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INTRODUCTION: THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE & *
Lawrence Fuchs: Migration is as old as human history. It is part of our story
because human beings have the capacity to choose and to seek change. They have

always chosen to improve their lot when they can.

Today, migration is more extensive than ever before in history. In the United

States alone last year, we é.ccepted'over 200,000 refugees, approximately 500,000
immigrants, and 135,000 people who arrived as special interest category. In
p—, S —
addition, there are a great many other people who come to the U.S. outside of the

regular immigration process. Since its early beginning, the United States has
always been a focal point. Forty million persons have come hére, about 15 million
h--.‘-___-_'_'_-__“—__._.___' .

——

have left, with periodic t)emporary flows back and forth across the Canadian and
Lisppmr=Y,

Mexican borders. Indeed, it is a truism to say that we are a nation of immigrants.

Until 1928, immigration to the U.S.,- was relatively open. The literacy requirement
that was put into the law in 1917 was aimed at keeping out Jews, Greeks, Italians,
Slavs and Poles — but some still came illegally. All ethnig:g,r_wps,,jncmm Jews,

have had some illegal immigration. One grbup which had a fairly substantial early
pie e 208

illegal immigration was the Chinese because Chinese laborers were barred from
entry as a class by law in 1882. '
The feeling of exclusion from society, of not having a chance to control one's

destiny is, by and large, the major motivation which propels peoble to migrate.

Roy Walter: Sometimes the desire to iea\;e is deep—sezi;ced and planned for over
time. Sometimes, it is triggered by an event which highlights the feelings of

cultural separateness. In all cases, it is a difficult choice, as pébple don't just walk




away from their past. Even when they leave a land of oppression, all immigrants

leave with some degree of regret.

When immigrants arrive in their new land, there is a new building, instead of an old
familiar building; there is & new home instead of an old home; there are new faces
instead of old faces; very often there is a new language instead of a very familiar
one. Perhaps, h_opefully, they will find a community of people :who have come from
the same land as they — and this will help make them feel less foreign in their new

land.

While immigrants leave a great many important things behind, the fact is that they
bring with them a great deal more than their physical possessions. They bring
cultural baggage: a way of thinking, a way of deciding, & way of loving, a whole
way of living. Much of the sustenance of people in a new land is provided by

continuing the old ways that they bring with them.

Fuchs: Members of all immigrant groups find themselves caught between two
cul_tures. Even as they seek comfort in their own kind, and from their old culture,
their children venture out to meet others in school. or on the street. One
immigrant historian has written, "Those who came simply sought security in a well
defined group identity, Irish in Boston, German in Cincinnati, Scandinavian in'
Minneapolis, Poles in Chicago." For virtually every group there were immigrant
banks, aid societies, nationalistic organizations, cooperative stores and foreign
language churches and synagogues. In every case, the mission was to help each
immigrant group maintain a sense of ethnic identity and adjust to the new social
conditions of America. There were many other organizations that served diverse

roles; to get a newcomer across the sea or to help him find lodging, to give him




basic language training, or to locate a job for his particular skill or to supply

e

support. Some were informal, such as the Mexican Wtém. Others were

public and institutional.
A LOOK AT TWO IMMIGRANT GROUPS: JEWS AND HISPANICS

' Some Comparisons and Contrasts:

Fuchs: Every immigrant group has a special experience, depending on what they
bring with them, and on what the setting is when they come. Two of the most

significant ethnic groups in the country, even though they are not the largest, are
thekMexican—Americans, 8.7 million And the Jews, of whom there are 5.8 million.
G e = . ' £ i : k,___________...:

Both the Jews and the Mexicans who came to the U.S. as immigrants have been

quite poor by U.S. standards. Most people are fairly aware of the statisties on

Mexican-Americans who have been more contemporary, but I don't. think many

people realize just how poor the Eastern European Jews were. Eastern European

Jews who came in the 1890's and the first decade of the twentieth century, when

[ S R —

U.S. migration was the heaviest, were to a very considez;able degree- pauperized by

————

the May laws of 1882 in Russia. In 1901, at the height of Jewish immigration, the

_— e
average earning of Boston's Jewish immigrants was($396 a year, as opposed to $515
o T TN T —

a year for Irish immigrants, who were also poor.

—_— —

——

Disdain was a common -attitude toward both Jews and Mexican-Americans.

———

Persecution was a common experience too. : The Jews did not complain about

segreg‘éted schools in those days; they were thrilled just to have public schools.

But they did protest police brutality which they experienced to some extent in

[

every large city where they were located, although, not as extensively as that



experienced by Mexican-Americans. They complained too about immigration

officials who detained them for long periods of time at Ellis Island, where some

—r

were treated rather cruelly. Most of all, they complained about the quotas, which
kept their children out of certain colleges, or from being employed in some
—

businesses. They were also exploited by employers, and some of those employers
were Jewish, just as some Mexicans exploit fellow Mexican nationals in thisl

country. The union movement was quite young and they were often paid

substanﬂt/iggg_‘ wages and worked in very bad conditions. In these respects, the

——

experiences of the.two groups were comparable. But perhaps from a human point
of view, the most important similarity which exists among almost all immigrants is

the sense of personal and familial estrangement, of being caught between cultures.

—
e .

Jewish associational life was particularly strong because it came out of a deep and
ong tradition of communal action. That is something that I don't think any other
ethnic group can quite expect to match. Associations between the immigrants °

called "landsleit" were drawn from the clusters of their fellow townsmen. The

landsleit met the immigrant's initial problems of adjustment through mutual aid.
: iy

The Jews overwhelmingly migrated to the cities. There, they could develop more

easily and effectively whether through trade union activity or landsleit communal
: el ] i

organizations. They had very high rates of naturalization because they had no

—_—

place else to go. The permanency of their migration was combined with their

commitment to education. They had the opportunity to send their children to good

e

schools and they were able to send them full time, not part time, as so many people

do in agricultural communities regardless of their ethnicity. Permanent urban

\_\_‘———l

settlement encouraged effective organizations and effective educational
’_‘\"h_" B
participation. This encouraged effective naturalization and political participation.

4.



The Jewish immigrant experience thus had a more permanent character than has

been possible for Mexiecan immigrants up to now.

There were three main keys to Jewish economic mobility: First, the economy was

shifting from an agricultural to MMO commercial and service

_— —— _—
opportunities ~ the very things Jews had been forced to do in Europe where they

had not been allowed to own land, or permitted to work in many professions.
Second was a deep cultural commitment to education, at a time when education
was rapidly becoming a cultural necessity. Third, none of this would have been -
N . ———

nearly as significant if the Jews had been ambivalent about their choice to come to
the U.S., to become Americans, and to participate fully in American economic and :

political life.

To a large extent, Mexican migration hs bivalent about coming here,

staying in and committing itself to the U.S., its values, and the ambiance of life

here.. This ambivalence is reinforced by the proximity of the country of origin. —

Proximity not only encourages ambivalence,” but it encourages language
T, I

maintenance, which is a good thing, but which inhibits acquisition of effective

English, which is a bad thing, because it cuts down opportm :
S e ST il

choices, both in the economic and political realm. To a large extent, Mexican

migration has been agricultural migration, reinforcing the temporary character of

migration, even internally - people follow the seasons and the crops, which makes

associational and communal life much more difficult to sustain. All of these
factors-have kept families — wives and children, from migrating and reinforce the

ambivalence. And the resultant low rates of naturalization, the difficulty of
. _ r———izi

com miit‘iiipg_,l;_ids_m_ﬁull time school — all of these factors have been a part of the
s _-‘\""_‘—‘——-—u . '

Mexican experience — in ways that were -not true for the Jews. But thq.’



demographic facts are changing for Mexican-Americans. It is a more urban

migration now, and families who intend to be permanent residents are coming here.

The Jewish Experience:

Fuchs: Then, as now, foreighers were not 'aiways welcome. The Jews' ways were
very strange and Wr, the late 19th cehtury American
historian, expressed a rather typical view after taking a ﬁmhe Jewish
ghetto in W Turner was repelled by the foreignness of the Jews:
{* "I was in Jewry, the street consecrated to olﬁ clothes, pawn-brokers and similar

followers of Abraham. It was fairly packed with swsll.;'_thy‘sons' and daughters of the
tribe of Israel. . . such noises, such smells, such Spicé. The street was filled v-vith
big Jew men, long bearded and carrying a staff as you see in the pictufes, and with

young Jews and maidens, some of the latter pretty, as you sometimes see a lily on

a green muddy slime."

Wmd of the Jews that they "were particularly unassimilable
because ;_hey asserted their nationality in the midst of other nationalities. Even
rabbis and prominent figures urged their people to remain distinct. . . and aspire to
become m.ore Jewish. Such persons constitute an undeniable menace to A.meriean
national stability." -

Hostility to Jewish immigration was so ‘strong that even in 1938 and 1939, as the
: e oS
news of the brutality against the Jews in Nazi Germany came to reach the

American. people, public opinion polls still showed very large maijorjties of
Americans against accepfl ingle refugee, a single immigrant beyond the small

M
number limited by the National Origins Quota’ system. In 1939 Congress, despite

______‘-‘\—‘\
urging, refused to admit to this country 20,000 Jewish orphans for whom sponsors
had already been found. :



Today, Jews éu'e thought to be well to do, and many.of them are. But when they
\-“-‘-—I’ 3 -

came, most were very poor. Today, Jews are thought to be very apt practitioners

of birth control, and most of them are. But when they first came, they had very

large families. Today, Jews are thought to be extremely well educated and most of

them are, but in 1919, one of the last years of very heavy migration of Jews from
——,
Eastern Europe, 22% of the heads of Jewish immigrant households were illiterate.

This was despite the fact that literacy was highly prized, especially for the men,

who were expected to read Torah.

One effect of their pbverty was that the Jews lived in extremely crowded living

conditions. In 1910, 540,000 Jews lived in a 1.5 square mile area of N.Y.'s Lower

— —_—

East Side. A 1908 survey of 250 families from that area showed that 50% of those

families slept three or four to a room, nearly 25% had five or more to a room.

Only 25% had two to a room. There is no major black neighborhood in the U.S,

————— : -

today that has anything eclose to that density.

Once the Jews came, they knew they were here to stay. This was a force for
strength in terms of the next generation. It made the break with the past very

strong and it made the children of the immigrants want desperately to be what

used to be termed "100% American."

Irving M. Levine: When the Jews came, the idea was not to uée the publie schools

for the expression of their culture. That was done communally through the
creation of the after-school Hebrew schools. They felt that they could do it more
appropriately that way. . Besides, they were intimidated, actually frightened of
entering into the American system and making foo many demands. Today, we have

a different sense of the possibilities of cultural pluralism, which makes their



extreme fears hard to understand. Ironieally, although the Jews like Horace Kallen
gave birth to the concept of cultural p‘lu’falism in the U.S., Jews still had great
difficulty in pressing for recognition of Jewish identity in the public arena.

Instead, they adapted as well as they could to American norms; and left it at that.

Fuchs: Probably no group in American history has been as captivated, as romanced
T i i i ,\\-‘_)

by American ideals as the Jews in the U.S. Probably no immigrant population has

put in as much time reading about it, writing about it, talking about it, and

reinterpreting the American ideal in the light of their own experience here.

Levine: We need to understand that the U.S. has had a strong pull for Jews around
the world - in that sense it is like Israel for Jews. In fact, even with a tremendous
affinity and loyalty to Israel and the concept of a Jewish homeland there, many

Soviet Jews are choosing the U.S., and not only Soviet Jews, but Jews from many

nations are still echoosing the U.S.

The Hispanic Experience:

Dr. Margarita Melville: Spaniards and Mexicans settled in the Southwest even
before some of the settlers came from the Eastern coasts. Fbuwo\tyndred years
Mexicans and Spaniards lived in what is now the U.S. Southwest, acquired in the
War with Mexico in 1848. In that sense, Mexicans have a very early beginning in

BEres

America.

A treaty was signed that stated there would be respect for the property, language
and religion of the inhabitants of this territory. In a sense, when we speak about
Mexican migration, we speak of a people who were already settled in an area whose

" territory reverted not too long ago to a different nationality. This is a component



of Mexican history that i'eally affects the concept of the pull of the home country.
Immigration began, properlly speaking, as peobie‘of Mexican déscéﬁt, who were

| residents of both Mexico and fhe U.S. bégan to travél from one side of the border
== to the other. The pull is experienced sometimes from one side and sometimes from

the other.

The river tends to draw people together, rather than to séparéte- them. The Rio
Grande River drew people to both sides. Then people began to go back and forth in
___ & constant flow without any sense of "which side do I belong to?" The concept of

immigration blurs when you look at it that way. People go back to sleep in Mexico

and come over to work in the U.S.

Until the late 1920's, the border between Mexico and the U.S. was open, much as

the Canadian border is today. The border was closed when the Depression began.
_— jo7 3 i ey

Because of severe unemployment, the U.S. decided to close the border and put up
border g'uart_:ls.— Mexican labor has been welcome in the U.S. most of the time,
fitting in when we need it, getting rid of it when we don't need it. - In. Mexican

R migration the constant is the movement back and forth.

Today, the reason we continue to tolerate undocumented workers at a certain level
-———"_"-—-_—-—.—7

is simply because they are needed here. They are needed so that U.S: citizens can
continue a certain ec'onor;l-i_-c‘: sténdard; I'm not suggesting that it's an even
exchange, or_that it_could be controlled. It is a \:iéry difficult problem. Many
Mexicans want to come to this country legally and there are many workers who are

here with residence permits who want their families to join them. Thus, many of

the undocumented people who are here are simply the wives and children of legal
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residents who come here to'be a whole family unit. The waiting period in this
country for becoming legal frdm Mexico, d;epending on your qua_lific&tions, is from
five to seven years. Sometimes undocumeﬁted péopl(_a who are working here are
simply waiting for legality_ to take place. No Mexican wants to be here without

papers. They all would like to be resident aliens, but that's difficult.

The majority of Mexicans who have been here for a while aspire to permanent

———

_resident status, because that assures them of a lack of harrassment, availability of

o~ X —
j(—)—tzspand access .to basic services, such as an education for their children and
~ i _ .

health care for themselves and their families. But they do not understand why they
should go to the trouble to gain citizenship. The only advantage is the right to
vote, and that, for many of these people, doesn't make any diff erence. at all. They
feel, "Why go through the hassle of beir;g naturalized?" They think tilat permanent
résid_ént skatus is sufficient. B_eside‘s-,‘ there is a history of ..depo;'ta_tibn of M_exicéns.
In 1929 ami 1930, half a million Mexicans, sor__né of them having always lived there,

were put on trains and put over to the other side. During Operation Wetback in

\w\—’_‘\

1954, over a million people were sent back to ico, including some who were U.S.

citizens but were not able to prove it. They did not have a lawyer and they didn't

have the ability to say, "I have a right to be in this country."

Leonel Castillo: Mexicans take longer' than other groups to become U.S. citizens -

up to thirteen years on the average. Mexicans have strong national pride. They

want to die Mexican. There is a myth that if you are to become an American
e e ey,

_. citizen, you will have to spit on the Mexican flag. Of course this is not true, but it

is still believed in the Mexican community. The Mexican has the additional

problem of facing a very unresponsive federal bureaucfacy. Unlike what happened
/_‘-————_.___\‘_‘_‘ -
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with the Irish and some of the other groups, there is no effort in the U.S. to

Americanize Mexicans. Today, if someone from Houston for example, wants to
‘__,.—-"""_""'~—_.
become an American citizen, it will take approximately twenty-two months. This
- - ——
is because there is no staff to process- applications, and there are no political
machines in the Southwest, that push to naturalize the Mexicané, Sﬁch as those

which existed in Mayor Daley's Chicago and in New York years ago. And so, they

do not get pulled into the naturalization process.

It is easy to get into the U.S. and it is relatively difficult to be deported. If you
have no lawyer to defend you, you might stay at Deportation for a long time. From

there, it's relatively hard to get naturalized. As a result, the population of people
; o bl

in limbo is growing rapidly. This situation has never happened to this extent in our
history, and this is very important. We have a large group of people coming in who

aren't comi'ng in through the natural immigration process.

We have to build an enormous network of social services, information services,
political action groups, advocacy groups — and all very soon because many of the
people who are coming are already in line. The waiting period in Mexico is already

seven years long. Unless we change the law, there are some people who will not-be
w
able to come for seven years. Until very recently there was not one Mexican

h—
immigrant aid group in the U.S. that spoke on a national level. That's all to be

o
created. It's also fascinating that the Hispanic Immigrant Aid groups that are
forming are usually just little adjuncts of something else — some group that had
many other agendas, so it:becomes difficult to separate out immigration issues

from the other issues.
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Melville: An essential ingredient of self-development and productivity has to do
with self-image and feeling good about oneself, knowing that you can, that there is
hope, that there is possibility. There are so many elements within our society'that
make Hispanic people feel inferior. It is something that we have to work very hard
to overcome so that people begin to feel good about themselves and say "I am
somebody; I can do it." We have to try to transmit to our Mexican children the
feeling that "I got where I was in grade school - that being an American is-a great
thing." Then as they are incorporated into American society, they will feel good

about themselves and become productive citizens who are part of the society.
ISSUES IN THE ACCULTURATION/LIVES OF IMMIGRANTS

Homeland:
Melville: There is a pull from both sides. The pull that the U.S. exerts that brings

people from so many nations is jobs, and the pay level of those jobs. The U.S. has

. r——

e b -~
one of the highest standards of living in the world. - Mexico, even though it is an

industrialized nation, stands in contrast to the U.S. as a consumer society. For
example, until recently one could own & car in this country for $500. How much

would you have to pay for an equal car in Mexico? It's an impossibility.

What is the pull of Mexico? The pull of the home country is a sense of belonging,
avoiding diserimination, being able tol live according to ;\,four tradition, and. very
important, being able to make yourself understood by speaking your own language.
One can survive in the U.S. without speaking English, but it is very difficult. It is
difficult to learn English because there isn't a lot of opportunity. Besides, it takes

a lot of time and commitment and it is not a comfortable thing to do. So it's

) always much nicer to go back to Mexico. .
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Another pull toward Mexico is our common history. Tradition, the whole process of
gaining one's culture means that you learn certain values and certain goals, from
your parents which become part of your subconscious. This is a very definite pull

| to the homeland.

Levine: There has been nothing comparable to the emergence of Israel, except the
SRS _

tragedy of the Holocaust, in terms of building contemporary Jewish identity. One
Nl

must take the Holocaust and the emergence of Israel together as the two most

significant forces in the building of contemporary Jewish identity. The

identification with the survival of Israel is visceral and physieal; it is personal, not

just political. This creates a very strong identification, including guilt of not being

there and all the issues that emerge for many ethnic groups about dual loyalty. In

the U.S., we really don't have to resolve that loyalty one way or the other. We can
have all kiﬁds of loyalties. We may have a dominarnt loyalty as citizens of the U.S.,
and a cultural, religious and personal identification with our own people wherever
they are around the world. I believe that Jews, if they had to make the choice,
would choose to be citizens of the U.S. They.don't want to make. the choice; they
don't think énybody ought to make them make the choice, and they hope that it will
never happen that way. But there are all kinds of identifications that people make
throughout their lives and I think it is unfair to face people with dichotomous

choices. That's not really the way life is.

Walter: Whether they come to this country in their young years or are born here,
the children of immigrants have no ';'eal touch. with the homeland itself. It is a
viMperience which is passed on to them, and they :quickly
discover that they live in two worlds. The two wo_rlds may sometimes ‘overlap; very
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often they conflict. The second generation, the children of the immigrants become
the focus of the conflict between the old world and the new world. The generation
which has come has a lot of bright precious memories. The second generation has

only the memories of other people.

Lan e:

Brodsky: We could not get into the mainstream of American life when we did not
speak English. We could not read the newspapers; vﬁe could not express our
opinions about anything. After we mastered the English language, then life was

much easier.

:Crespo: I'made up my mind I was going to speak English...and I say that anyone
that makes up his mind to do something can do it. It may be hard, but you can do
it. I didn't attend school in this country. I went to.one class, but I was so ashamed

that I never went back.

Levine: Linguistic relationships are among the most subtle and complicated of all
interpersonal contacts, yet public policy and attitudes towards foréign speakers
hardly take this into consideration. In order to understand the crucial impaet that
language has on people's sense-of themselves and others, we must gain greater
familiarity with research on this subject. Most current- policy discussions on
language assume that speech serves m.erely as a convenient vehicle for deseribing
the objective world. It makes little difference in this conception whether this
deseribing is done in English, Spanish or Vietnamese. Teaching immigrants and
refugees English is viewed as nothing more. than giving them a new .way' to
articulate the same thoughts they conveyed in their m.ltive .tong'z-ze; Linguistie
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study will argue against this assumption. ‘The thrust of scholarship in this field has
proposed that language serves as more than a'fpaSSiVe-rr;ethod-of expressing ideas.
On the contrary, it plays a key role in changing attitudes and perceptiohs.

Language creates our world as well as reflects it.

Dr. Quintanilla: When we talk about presence, the way people speak and look at
each other, that itself is language. This changes as one learns from one's culture. -

For example, mo_g'g__{l_iﬂ)inics speak very 10Wt

the same time. In different societies, when somebody asks a question, the person
wa?ﬁ"?espond to that question. ‘That can tend to crea;:e misunderstandings as
one attempts to acculturate into the other ecommunity. Language itself and the
way one is taught to express oneself in one culture affects one's performance in the

other culture.

Language is the most important component of the aceulturation process. .In the
-—:—---__..-_—__-_-_‘—\—-_._-__ _j'--__
schools, for example, many children are tested as they are being acculturated into

the School system, and the kinds of questions asked, ecombined with the confusion of
language _comprg.-hension, sometimes result in placing these children in classes for
the mentally retarded or for the slow learner. Generally, the problem is that there
is confusion in terms of meaning and the transposition of meaning through the
language. The new language (English) plays tricks on the children:: Gesture, or
body language, is quite different in different societies. The samé gesture can mean
one thing in one culture and an entirely different thing in another one. There is a
lot of misunderstanding of body- language from ‘one culture to another, and this
body language has a very important impact on the learning process of people in the
acculturation process.
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There are many examples of conceptual cultural differences . expressed

_ linguistically. For example, time is an important concept in all contemporary
‘__-___._\ #
. societies. When my wateh is working, we say it is running. In Spanish; we say, "My

P —

~ wateh is walking." In German it marches. Every language reflects that cultufe's

—

ey
concept of time, and different time concepts create a conflict in the acculturation

process.. To Hispanies, time is there to use globally and to be enjoyed.: Time in this

(society is to be moved by.

The concept of health is another component of the acculturation process which has

a language component. In:the process of dealing with physicians in the socie;cy,
many Hispanics have problems explaining what the situation is.in terms of the care
that they have received in the community and from the so-called "-féith—healers."
There is also a big problem here in Houston because of the large numbers of people
who come to the Medical Center who do not speak English. In the interaction

between nurses, patients and physicians difficulty with words and difficulty with

body language and cultural process are easily revealed. .

Let me just touch some of the points relating to the concept of ethies. Ethical

.values, the concepts of religion, the __concept of sex roles, who's a hero and who's
not — all are important ideas that are learned through the language. Also the
t@_)gos of our society — what is-taboo to talk about and what is not — is
acculturated through the language. How we feel, how we own things, ceremony —
all of these important components-of living, one learns through language.- And
when an immigrant moves into another culture, we need to understand not only his
words, but the message -he gi\-res through his own expression — through his own
culture.
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Melville: I think the problem is that from the very beginning there has been such a
|

misunderstanding about bilingual education. In prééfie'al terms we don't really have

. a bilingual education — we have a transfn_ission program from monolingual in

Spanish to monolingual in English. The idea is to try to make the children

T
understand what the teacher is saying, so they have someone to translate for them.

Durihg the first year, they hear more Spanish, and tfley gradually move into an all

English classroom. The thrust of bilingual education has been an early exit from it.

. Levine: The grow_th of Hebrew has been phenomenal in the Jewish community in
the last twenty-five years, primarily because of the emergencé of Israel. A.
language which had been a-dead iﬁn;gué.ge ‘was revived af.tér thousands of years, and
it inspired people. There is a Jewish revival among young people, and ﬁebrew. has

become one of the syfnbdl_s of that revival.

When you take a look af the Jewish community, and its attitude towards
contemporary bilingualism; “which they interpret to be primarily for Hispanies,
there is surprisingly little sympathy. There is a contemporary hostility that we
find among educated Jews toward bilingualism even though in political centers such
as the American Jewis.h Committee, we have a very moderate to progressive
bilingual policy. I have studiéd this attitude because Jews are liberal on most
issues and one wonders why on this issue they seemed to be -classically
assimilationist. I have come to the copclusion, along with many of my 6ther
colleagues, that it relates to a sense of loss - to the fact that we so quickly gave up
Yiddish and played sucﬁ a little role in this country in the restoration of Hebrew..
Language is tied into the psyche of the Jewish people in the most intensive ways.
In a sense, we bodght the assimilatioﬁist modél - we would outdo the Americans in

\-___-""—_"-9--__._—'-—-—"_‘—--\__
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the mastery of their language, literature and culture. There was a rapid
disintegration of our own capacity to hold on to our language and have it survive.
There is resentment that others who have more recéntly a;;fi\_:__ed will try to do with
theil: home language what we failed to do with ours. This fggling of loss does not
always operate on the most conscious level; hut-l do. thxnkghat this attitude will
shift among younger Jews whose interest in the’ir own cultural and linguistic

heritage is growing. .

Education:

Levine: We kngw that the educational system does not make the proper contacts
between the culture of Wculture_of the st;gis_{ and the culture of the
55-1.1201. Faced wit_h/‘s_uccessi_Ve andl serious failures, our schools_ still find it
difficult to -acknowledge that different peoples ;earn in different ways, and that
schools must tune in to cultural differences and make adjﬁstments in their teaching
- styles. There need to be differential analyses of individual children and g_'rpups of
children.l And _th_ey need to be taught to their strengths and n_qt to their

weaknesses. With contemporary technology and psychology we should be able to do -

that.

Brodsky: When we reached New Yo_r}_c, the first thing I asked was, "Do you have a
bo_okétore around here? I don't know how to sPeak English, because they did not
teach English in Russian school." They took me to a bookstore. _With bride, I
bought an English grammar book and an English dictionary and I armed myself with

knowledge.

I was educated by my father who was a very broad-minded person. His ph_ilosophy

was that you should talk honestly, keep your ethnic identity without any shame, and
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if necessary, speak out for the rights of people. I have kept this philosophy all my

life.

Valdez: When we were growing-up, & decision was made to work in the fields
because we really couldn't make it anymore on what my father was earning. This
was quite an adjustment for all of us in the family. But we had a goal - that we
were going to make it in this country one way or another, and that we were going
to emphasize education. When we had to travel North, (we would leave in April)
we would leave school before it ended. We would come back in November and the
first semester of the school year was already closing. So you ask, if you were
emphasizing education how come you were taking all this time to work? “Well, the
fact is that when we qameﬁpa.g:}g_tp school, we worked twice as hard. We eliminated
what we considered subjects that were not of any interest such as physical
education. I felt I had done enough physical work. We emphésized college courses
such as biology, science, algebra. We stayed after school, and we asked the
teachers to give us extra work so that we could catch up with the other students.

L We were "A" students after we came back.

The schools in Texas were not aware of the needs of migrant children, much less
the needs of students who did not speak English. The teachers were unaware that I
did not speak English, and for the first two years, I went through the school system
with the teachers not knowi'hg that 1 did not speak English. This. was really very
very sad. The mentality was, "Why should ﬁe W(;!'l'y about these children, since they

are going to leave to do migrant labor?"



N

Family:

Walter: It seems to me to be almost a given both for Jews and Hispanics that one
of the things that they bring with them is their concept of family. It is a close
family structure in a.n extended family grouping. Although they may have left
their families behind, they bring their ideas about family with them. This means a
system in which there is a matriarchal or a patriarchal head. It means generations
in the same trade, in the same house. It means a certain kind of respeet for your
elders. It means that you are very much a part of your family; it shapes your
identity: Then they come to this country and all those ideas qf what fa_rnily is
versus what family has to become in the new country create problems. There is
something that exists now in contemporary Americla that did not exi_st when Jews
first immigrated to this country, and that is M At the turn of the
century and for many decades thereafter,' the prevailing philosophy was o_lf America
as a melting pot, with an idea of a uniform American character, and a uniform
American way of doing things. Today, we .ﬂi‘? much truer to the pluralistic society
that this country was founded ,oﬁ than was true at the turn of the century. There is
a desire to maintain differences, even though we identify ourselves_as one nation.
This does not totally eliminate the problem of the second generation of being
caught between the old world and the new but.I think in all fairness, we must

acknowledge that it does soften it just a bit.

America today has a strong non-religious nature. Both Hispanics and Jews come
from very strong religious t.ies._w-l'iat\’—-ﬁafppﬁsﬁ .that the secular society diffuses
both traditional and religious values. ‘In a sense, it dereligionizes them. Thou shalt
not kill; thou shalt not steal are a]l part of the value system of America, but
identified as secular values much more than as religious values. The good person is

independent of the religious person in this Society, therefore, not only is
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attendance at the synagogue or church challenged by the society, but the whole
lifestyle pulls away from religion. The ceﬁtra] institution of the 'second generation,
the institution of the publie school{,_-_ does- not limit itself to five days a week’
anymore. Now théy havé weekend activities, pulling children away from the
church and synagogue and the opportunity to be exposed to-religious values.
' Society's emphasis is set in terms of mong§, pgv_fer, and P_ggularity, rather than in
terms of the quality of the human b_e/izlg\. Although this certainly exists in all
éulturés, w;m and success énf these values in American
society. I should not overlook the particular importance of television which has
been so successful in presenting this point of view. For people who come from
religious societiés, where the very nature of life is defined in religious terms, this
becomes an enormously volatile issue. Children feel they can get their values from
a secular society, but when they come from a religious society, this creates
turmoil. The secular soéiety pulls against thel family itself. The percentage of
activity which the secular society offers apart from the family is enormous. It
makes enormous demands on people's time — business as well as social. Because
success is so important, you will go where the job is, where the money is, and
family traditions of centuries, of working in a particular trade are ended. _High
moley. Formerly, families were used to living in the S:i-;;
region for ggnerét-ions, surroundgg_ﬁ bythelr extended family, gra_nqutl?gg and
grandfather, uncle and cousin. But our hig"hlglr r;l-sla_iie ébgiets;“changeg. that, as
family members must leave the group and settle elsewhere. This breaks up the
very dreams upon which the move to America was forged. They came to establish
new homes in greater oppo,rtunity., only to find that here, in grasping that
opportunity, the family falls apart. Thus, the concept of what family is and how it

operates is destroyed to a great extent by the fabric of the society.
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When people come from a culture that is highly traditional to a culture that is
quite non-traditional, one which by its nature casts off old customs and takes on

es, from a culture where something old is sacred and wonde ecause it
new ones, fro . Aekying 3 /LEHH;) _
endures, to a society where customs are cast off because they are old - then they
will focus their problems in the family because that's where the old comes into

conflict with the new.

The fact is that the children will probably become much more educated than their
parents. So children look down on their parents; they are embarrassed by accents,
by old ways of dc-)ing things, and while this is less true today_begause of cultural
pride, I think nonetheless it is still an issue. The second generation wants to
become Americanized; they want to be part of the Great Society and they feel that
this can only be done by turning away. They are a generation of transition, not
here and not there. They don't have that meméry and yet they keep being tolq that

they do have that memory - in a way they want it and in away they don't.

IMMIGRATION TODAY
Levine: We have'mbre diversity in our immigration today than we have ever had
before in American history. While prior to 1970, nearly 3/4 of oug' immigrants came
from Europe, at present over a third con‘l-g_f;om Amrom
Latin America. Never before has the nation had to deal with something like the
unprecedented level of racial, ethnic and linguistic pluralism with immig‘rant_s
coming from so many different continents.
i
Fuchs: I think that we are living in a time of growing xenophobia. At least for the

next few years (and I would not predict beyond that period) we are going to hear
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people talk against irhmigrants and refugees somewhat more than they did in the
seventies. One of the reasons is that our 'econ;omic éituation is difficult And
uncertain for many people. There is a mistaken idea that immigr'ants' are simply
mouths to feed, that' they take something from the U.S. There is a feeling th;at the
economic pie is fixed; there are only so many jobs, and immigrants take away jobs
from Americans. It is not realistic or accurate, but it is there. That is why,

particularly among the unem.ployed-csr among those who are entry'level workers,

there is the most skeptiéism and most hoétility toward immigration. There is not a

= S
sufficient appreciation of the strengths that immigrants bring tﬂ country - not
only culturally but in terms of their spirit. They bring much as contributors to

economic growth and developmeht of society.

The scale of illegal immigration contributes to the problem. There is a large group
of people who are in fear of the authorities, and they are living as if under glass.
They are exploitable and many are exploited. There is feé.r and anxiety on the part
of others that the scale will get even larger — and this is not only perpetuating an

underelass which is bad for them, and bad for Ameri_éans‘, but it is also setting up a

severe disregard for the law — immigration law specifically — casting a cloud over

—

legal immigration.

Castillo: The new immigrdnt groups are different because they can come in and if

they wish to; they can live here for ten or fwénty years without ever learning a
. i

word of Eng}ish. They can maneuver much more easily in many places in Spanish.
That wasn't as true in the past; you had fo learn English. The new irﬁmigrants all
have radios and hear in Spanish what's happehing in the U.S. They also have access
to telephones, which means that the immigrant- is gble to stay in touch _with'anyOne
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anywhere. On the other hand, they are not highly literate nor do they read a lot.
Their news comes from radio. The new immigrant groups, especially those from
Latin America, are not as eager to become U.S. citizens. Despite being eligible for

citizenship, many of them do not become citizens.

Ft_;_chs: _ Ar_r_lerica_nizat\ion has become a dirty word — it ought to be revived. It does
not _have to be a bad word, if ir_l one's concept of Americanization, one includes
respect for the.person, as well as respect for the quality of each human being,.

equal dignity for every person, opportuiity and freedom for those persons. Then
Americanization 1s sofn_ethir_ng to _bf—: proud of. As_simillatip_n is not something that
excludes or cuts off, but‘adds on — _tha't'é the great opportunity _t_‘or immigrant
groups today as compared to when the Jews first came. In 6rder to get in, the
Je___ws had to get out. Dua_l 1oyal___l_t,ies_. were not accepted. They ha_d to make a
bargain with America. It doesn't have to be th_af'lway today. But there's a great
need for tyans'i't-ional help to make the most of the Am eriqan_izat_iqn process. The
Jeﬁg gave up more than the Mexigan_Am,ericans have to give up, and the Jews have
been struggling in the third and fourth generations to recapture things that were

lqst.

Levine: I think we have some good ﬁew studies about what happens to .new peoplel
who come and are sepal"late__d from ,the_ir: own community as opposed to being
cluste_rgd. People who are clustered _}h_ave a much he'althiep acculturation. The US
a disaster. All of _thpse fam_iligs sut_‘fered terribly from the sense of distance. They
eventua}ly_ cluster anyway — they move from_ overly isolated situations. The
individualistic approach to people that we havel evolved in this country doesn't
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work. It is well motivated, and carried out by good people but it is not what's
- needed. The barrio, the ghetto, is preferable_ as a support. system for people who

are trying to make it in a new land.

PLURALISM AND POLICY: IRVING LEVINE
Introduction:
While there has been strong and justifiable demands by blacks and .other non- -
whites, white ethnie groups did not have ethnic 'agendas that sought much from the

government. They were looking for little but recognition. It was not in their

~ tradition to look to government for helj iltural ition finally came,

through thegEthnic Heritage Studies Act of 1974,)it only provided $1.5 million

nationally for some programming in schools. - Within a 30-day period, one thousand

—————

organizations applied for that $1.5 million. What was really interesting is that

* —-‘”-__--'-'-——
these formerly "invisible" organizations used this little bit of msgey to create an

ethnic renaissance especially in the creation of new school currié¢ulums. ‘In the past
— A

ten years, white ethnic interests joined those of non-white ethnics in a panoply of

activities. Despite criticism and fear, despite those who said, "You're creating
fractionalism, separatism, balkanization of the society,"” nothing quite like that

P ————

actually happened. What really happened was'a celebration of pluralism. -

One result of this new pluralism is the boost it gave to "neighborhoodness." We had

thought integration was solely a matter of numbers alone, that the goal of
integration was a designated mix even though the neighborhood or the school might
be destroyed in the process. We should be more realistic today. The ‘word '
integration should mean — a modicum of separatism, a modicum of mixing and
giving choice to previously diseriminated .and excluded peoples. We know that
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there is a psychological and even an economic need to cluster. We even know that

in some cases clustering is survival. We also know :that there is a need for open

e —

communities and anti-discrimination, and a capacity for people to move out of

what they often think is the mobility trap. There are some people who do not want
to be touched by their ethnic associations, especially if to do so is not as promising
as moving out into the general society. Truthfully, a theory of integrz_a.tion should
incorporate all those processes an@ not any one abstract idea that doesn't make any
sense to people anyway. We get into trouble when we try to fit people into
categories which have nothing to do with the reality of American history, or the
realities of their lives. We mean well, but we're not \-rer-y smart when it comes to
the managing of American pluralism.
,_

This notion of pluralism is very complicated. It is based on a realistic vie{v of what
this country is ’g.b’qut. Our. country is not only about individualism. One of the
essential ingrlt;dients in the way that this country was formed was by cohesive
groups -creating a commuﬁity. We must get away from this concept ot: Iextreme
individualism and understand the concept of personal identity as the individual
within the core of the community. We must realize that group identity is as
important as individual identity. Yc_:u cann_o'; be a healthy personality unjlesls you
can recoup your tradition — your racial, ethni¢, communal tradition, and integrate
all that into your per_éona]ity. You must know about your background and be ready
to use ithho-nestly, w;i.t-l;o.ut shame. Identity means much more than individual self-
actualization alone, which can lead to narcissism. Identity is always related to

one's family, community, and history.
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Professionalism and Ethnicity:

We have found ‘that professionalism too often did not allow for ethnicity.
Professionals may begin as ethnies but often in the past moved out of their group
to become middle class professionals. The abstract training of professionalism is
designed to eliminate a sense of rootedness. It is a trade-in, whereby the
professional trades in ethnic baggage for professional prestige, professional style

and professional techniques.

Ethnicity and Foreign Policy:

It is often difficult for an ethnic group to get a clear message across. It is often
distorted and seen as a special plea. In matters of U.S. foreign affairs, Washington
views ethnic lobbying efforts with suspicion. Yet, foreign policy in the U.S. from
the beginning of the republic has often been determined by the needs of ‘one ‘or
another domestic interest groups. Humane foreign policy often grows out of the
prophetic understanding of groups in this cou_ntry that are in better touch with
events overseas. American blacks understood more cl’e‘a{riy than whites did what
the African Liberation Movement was about. Mexican Americans really understand
the nature of relationships with Mexico. Jews are knbwiedgeable advocates on
Middle East issues. If the U.S. is successful in world diplomacy, it will be because
of the kind of sensitivity that 1s transmitted from special ethnic interests to the

generai public.-

Language Policy:

Regrettably the bilingual strategy in the Hispanic community is in trouble. Since
Hispanics are becoming isolated on this vital issue and are experiencing heavy

attacks by both liberals and conservatives on bilingualism, a different strategy has
: —
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to be created, seeking new coalitional partners. Bilingualism ought to become part
of a broader drive to create a more widespread "language competency" in this

country.

For example, it is often a matter of life and death to have iénguage competency in

the fields of health, welfare and mental health. This is no longer as controversial
o —

an issue as it once was. Thus the need for language competency in these areas

should make for allies who may not be too supportive on the public education front
but see the practical need for language skills in their own fields of practice.
Another consensus point in the language area.is the recognition that we cannot
compete in world markets if our businesspeople show language incompetence. We
are being beaten out constantly by the Japanese, Germans and others because at
one time, when American imperialism reigned, we could say, "Speak to us in
English or don't speak to us at all." Today with the Third World rising, they're
saying, "Speak to us in our language or you don't get our oil or our copper." Our

business people are the worst trained in the world, linguistically.

Those who demand bilingual programs should be a little more pluralistic. Their
approach should be:. "if you teach our children to be language competent, retaining
as much Spanish or as much of the native language as possible, we will be sat_isfied,
and we will join you in a drive for a national language policy that takes into
account other needs for language competency. We will do it in a way that will cost
you the least amount of money rather than the most amount of money." Such an
approach, which recognizes financial realities today, has a chance. Otherwise,

bilingualism will lose.
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It might also be a mistake to have the single stratégy of focusing only on the public

schools. A lot of language maintenance ought to be by voluntary action of the

groups themselves. ‘A grodp that shows itself to be interested in preserving its own’

culture through pnvate means has a better chance of mobilizing its people to push
A | e——————

1t mto the public sphere. A group that moves only in the public sphere to achieve

its goals is not going to prevail in the long run. There has always been a very close

relationship between how much volunteerism took place in this society and how

much public acceptance followed.

The Jewish community has a need for Soviet and other immig'ranlt Jews tolget
langﬁage training. Most communities have agencies that specialize in this field.
They ought to be bro_ug‘ht into multi-ethnic alliances around the issue of language
competency. There is a lot of potential advocacy on the langﬁage issue provided

that it is broad enough in its goals.

We ought to also offer whatever linguistic competence we have to the society as a
whole. Young people who grow up in homes where langusages other than English are
spoken, should be trained to enter into our diplbmatic‘éorps and for international
business careers. We have a wealth of talent of uniéppéd people who come from
the various ethnic groups who should be in the foreign affairs field, both in the

government and private enterprise.

Ethnicity and Economie Activity:

There ‘are vast differences in the capacities of the various ethnie groups to
generate small business activity. The question is, "Can we devise -the kind of
support programs that would help people make up for certain kinds of communal
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deficiencies?" They're not really communal deficiencies, in the sense that they
were natural to the system that the pe@ple lived under in 'the old country. They
become d(;.ficiencies in this society. Ethnic group achievement in this country
develops unevenly. Cer.tain groups seem to leap ahead and other groups seem to

- lag. Those who lag do so largely because they are. -rurall grodps who are not

accustoan. -The kind of urbanism that they face.. in the U.S. is so
extreme in its demands, that it destroys the-morale of many and puts some in more
or less a permanent state of depression. People become culturally alienated from
their surroundings; their children are being educated in what appears to them to be
an unnatural way. One of the highest correlations for poverty is psychological
depression; people who just can't mobilize themselves because they're literally
de_pressed in a é]jnical way. One of the biggest problems in our society is cultural

insensitivity, and we've got to do something about it because we're hurting a lot of

people who need not be hurt.

This country does not need zero population growth. We need a slow, steadylgrowlth
of population. Growth means dynamism; growth means consumers; growth means
producers; growth means that as hungry people come in from overseas with many
talents they can put to work to produce at a level that others who have been here
for three or four generations, will noi. It may be that we are getting a better day's
work at a lower pay from recent immigrants than we get from many young people
who've grown up in the suburbs. Perhaps the reéson the economy in this country
has not declined as much as it should have, is that there are a lot of productive
people who work hard and spend everything they make. Perhaps, as has been
proven with other immigrations théy are less a burden than they are an asset. This
does not mean that we should countenance promiscuous and illegal immigration,
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but it does mean that we should put this issue in balance. Bringing in 800,000
people in this country each year, many of whom are refugées, whose lives were in
danger, means that this country is still a haven, and as long as the world knows'it,

our national posture as & beacon of liberty has some credibility.

~ Strength and Strategies:

We are still nc;t adequately using the strengths of ethnic organizations. The history
of immigration indicates that while the government, voluntary organizatibns and
ethnic organizations must work together, there is less emphasis on the role of
ethnic self-help groups than there should be. These groups may not have the

~——— <
financial resources, but they create a necessary communalism for new immigrants

that no other institution can achieve. Not every group will work in tﬁe same way.
There are strenéths and weaknesses in each group. But we ought to be in a position
to teach people to diagnose the strengths and weaknesses of their own groups, so
they themselves can make up the deficits. There is no more noble work in the
world than the bringing of your own people into this country and resettling them.
For this country to lose that spirit would be a blow to oﬁe of the great purposes for

which this country still exists.

83-695-5
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February 22, 1983

His Excellency

Archbishop Patrick F. Flores
Archdiocese of San Antonio
P.0. Box 32648

San Antonio, TX 78284

My dear Archbishop Flores,
I enjoyed very much our conversation this past week.

I am delighted that the date of April 6 is convenient for our consulta-
tion on Hispanic-Jewish relationships. This letter will confirm our
acceptance of that date and our plan to be in San Antonio for the consul-
tation.

Enclosed please find a list of the proposed Jewish representatives whom
we would want to invite. As you can see, they come from each of the
major cities in which there are substantial Hispanic and Jewish commun-
jties. Almost every one of these Jewish leaders has had some invalve-
ment in Hispanic-Jewish dialogue in their community.

As I discussed with my colleagues the proposed agenda, the following
kinds of issues were indicated as possibly useful for our discussion:

1) Religious agenda: a discussion of mutual stereotypes that Hispanics
and Jews might have about each other, some of them deriving from our
respective religious and cultural traditions.

A brief report on Cathalic and Jewish textbook studies completed in
Spa1n, Brazil, Argent1na, and the United States with a view toward
rev1s1ng negat1ve images and improving accurate teaching about each
other's communities.

2) Social, economic, political concerns:

Immigration it - ntarpest
Bi-Lingual Education -

Discrimination

‘Political Representation

Acculturation

Small-Business Development
Media Images.

MAYNARD i. WISHNER, Presidant ® ® DONALD FELDSTEIN, Executive Vice-President
HOWARD |. FRIEDMAN, Chawman, Board of Governors =  THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, National Executive Councl ®  ROBERT L PELZ. Chaiman, Board of Trustees ®
E ROBERT GOODKIND, Treasurer @  MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secreary ®  ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer @  ALFRED M. MOSES. Chairman, Execubve Committee ®
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLOBERG, PHILIP & HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS, SLMER L. WINTER =  Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MARTIN GANG,
RUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL. WILLAM ROSENWALD @  MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairman, National Executve Council ®  MAURICE GUNEAT, Honorary Freasurer
®  Executive Vice-Presidents Emenn: JOHN SLAWSON, BERTRAMH. GOLD = Vice-Presidents: MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Balumare: EDWARD E. ELSON, Atianta: RICHARD J. FOX, Philadelpma: ROBERT D. GRIES,

Clavetand; RITA E. HAUSER, New York; HARRIS L XKEMPNER, JR., Galveston; JOHM D. LEVY. St Louis; HAMILTON M. LOEB JR., New York; LEON RASIN, Qallz; GORDON 5. ROSENBLUM, Denver;
JOHN M. STEINHART, San Francisco ®




His Excellency '
Archbishop Patrick F. Flores -2~ February 22, 1983

These are only by way of suggestion and are subject to your own thoughts'
as to which issues you would like to see us discuss on that day.

I would welcome having your views as to how we might organize the agenda.
Also, it would help me to know how many hours you are able to devote to
this discussion. Do you want to begin in the morning at 9:30 AM and run
through the early afternoon? Or is some other time schedule better for
you and your group? I will need to leave later that day for an inter-
national conference in Mexico City. -

I will look forward to your reply at your convenience.

 Respectfully yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
. Interreligious Affairs

“MHT:RPR
Enclosure

cc: Rabbi David Jacobson
' Barbara Hurst

bc: Don Feldstein
- Adam Simms
Irving Levine
Gene DuBow
Harold Applebaum
e Mort Yarmon
Bob Jacobs
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March 24, 1983

Most Reverend Patrick F. Flores, D.D.
Archbishop of San Antonio '
Chancery Office

P.0. Box 32648

San Antonio, Texas 78284

My dear Archbishop Flores,
Thank you very much for your warm and thoughtful letter of March 18.

We appreciate very much your willingness to host this potentially
important meeting between members of the Hispanic and Jewish commun-
ities.

Our delegation looks forward with both pleasure and anticipation to
visiting with you at the Assumption Seminary on April 6, from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

I take it that we will discuss agenda as our Tirst order of business
at that time.

With warmest personal good wishes and prayers for God's richest
blessing on you and your community, I am,

. Faithfully yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT :RPR

cc: Barbara Hurst
Rabbi David Jacobson

MAYMNARD | WISHNER, Presidem = ® DONSLD FELDSTEN. Execut:ve Vice-resident
HOWAAD 1 FRIEDMAN. Charman, Board of Governors @  THEODORE ELLEMOFF, Chawman, National Executve Ccuncd ®  ROBERT L PSLZ Chawmanm, Board of Trustees =
E ROBEAT GOOOKIND. Treasurer m  MERVIN H. RISEMAN. Secratary ®  ELAINE PETSCHEK. Associate Trexswer m  ALFAED W MOSES. Chawmsn, Executve Commmes ®
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JOMN & STEINMART, 5an Francisco ®



CHANCERY OFFICE

P.O. BOX 32648
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78284
TELEPHONE 344-2331
AREACODE 512

March 18, 1983

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Inter-religious Affairs
165 E. 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

Please pardon my delay in responding to your letter of February
28, 1983. We are ready to proceed with the consultation on
Hispanic.- Jewish relationships on April 6, 1983.

I extend to you an invitation to meet in my apartment located in
the administrative building of Assumption Seminary, 2600 W. Wood-
lawn Avenue, San Antonio. Lunch can be served in the seminary
dining room. I suggest that we meet from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

I will invite people from the local community with the exception
of Mr. L. A. Velarde who works for the Catholic Church in the
United States in the Immigration and Refugee Service 0ffice in El
Paso. I will extend an invitation to twelve Hispanics hoping that
at least ten of them will be able to join us. I will be most
happy to be the host this time and to provide coffee, refreshments
and lunch. If there should be anything else that I can do, please
let me know.

Looking forward to seeing you in San Antonio on April 6th, I remain

Sincerely yours,

S P - Pl gres’

Most Reverend P. F. Flores, D.D.
Archbishop of San Antonio

PFF/mgs
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Max Melamet, Editor

- American, Canadian, Mexican
Leaders Gather in Mexico City

Above, in conversation during the meeting of the North American Branch,
WJC President Edgar M. Bronfman and His Excellency John Gavin, U.S.
Ambassador to Mexico. In the center looking on, Israel Singer (executve direc-
tor of the WJC).

the Branch), Mr. Bernardo Weitzner (president of the Comite Central Israel-
ita de Mexico), Mr. Sol Kanee (chairman of the Branch).

On January 10 and 11 che first
meeting of the WJC North American
Branch to be held in Mexico, brought
together in that country’s capital city,
Jewish leaders from Mexico, Central
America, the United States and
Canada.

Mr. Sol Kanee, of Winnipeg, Can-
ada, the chairman of the Branch, pre-
sided at the opening session and wel-

" comed the members. He was followed

by Mr. Israel Singer, executive direc-
tor of the WJC, who reported on the

“current global activities of the WJC.

The rest of the first day's session
was devoted to reports on their re-
spective communities by Mr. Ber-
nardo Weitzner, president of the
Comite Central Israelita de Mexico,
Rabbi Arthur Schneier, chairman of
the American Section and vice-chair-
man of the Branch, Mr. Alan Rose,
executive vice-president of the Cana-
dian Jewish Congress.

The reports were preceded by intro-
ductory remarks by Mr. Kanee. He
pointed out that some of the prob-
lems confronting the Jewish com-
munites of North America were spe-
cific to them while other problems
were similar to those that faced com-
munities elsewhere. The communi-
ties represented in the North Ameri-
can Branch, he said, comprised the
single largest component of the World

continued on page 4



American, Canadian,
Mexican Leaders
Gather in Mexico City
continued from page 1

Jewish Congress structure. The re-
gional grouping, in fact, contained
nearly half the Jewish population of
the world, a situation to which “many
. of our sister Jewish communities have
often reacted in a very ambivalent

: “Y-“

That evening the delegates enjoyed
- the hospitality of dinner at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Flisser.

The following morning’s session
was chaired by Mr. Lavy Becker of
Montreal, Canada, a member of the
Governing Board. After greetings from
Mr. Edgar M. Bronfman, president of
the WJC, Mr. Pinkos Rubinstein,
president of the Federation of Jewish
Communities of Central America and
Panama (FEDECO), reported on the
Jewish communities which comprise
the Federation. He was followed by
Mr. Becker, in his capacity as chair-
man of the WJC Commision on Small
Communities, who reported on Jew-
ish communities in the Caribbean.

The next item on the agenda was a
presentation on “Realpolitik and U.S,
Foreign Policy in the Americas: Impli-
cations for Mexico and the U.S.” by
Mr. Ronald Hellman, director of the
Bildner Center for Western Hemis-
phere Studies. A discussion followed.

Israel’s Ambassador to Mexico, H.E.
Israel Gur-Arieh, was the guest speaker
at a luncheon session presided over
by Rabbi Arthur Schneier. Assessing
the status of Mexican-Israeli relations
in the current political climate, Am-
bassador Gur-Arieh focused on the
impact of recent wends and devel-
opments on these relations and on the -
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a‘,'c THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St, New York, N.Y. 10022, 212) 751-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States: It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR TMMEDIATE. RELEASE

‘NEW YORK, March 28...The American Jewish Committee today wired
congratulations to Msgr. Antonio Quarracino of Argentina upon his
appointment as President of the Latin American Bishops' Conference,
noting that Monsignor Quarracino had played a large role in efforts to
enhance Catholic-Jewish relations, and had worked to promote social
justice on many fronts.

The cable was sent by Jacob Kovadloff, AJC Director of South American
Affairs, who expressed AJC's wishes for the Conference's success in
"helping to fulfill the wish of Latin America to live in peace, harmony,
and justicel" BIK e

Calling Monsignor Quarraéino a "close friend of the Jews",. Mr.-
Kovadloff recalled that the Monsignor had once said, upon returning
from a trip to Israel: "If Israel and the Jewish people were chosen
people, they remain the chosen people. Christianity, to define itself,

_cannot omit Israel." |

Mr. Kovadloff also quoted Monsignor Quarracino as having said that
Christians and Jews alike must work on behalf of the dignity of all
human beings, and must "work together in fraternity, accepting each
other as they are and accepting the differences between them."

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's
pioneer human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the
civil and religious rights of Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved

human relations for all people everywhere.
x ® * % * %* * ® *

83-960-103

3/25/83

CP, EJP, HP,Z
RTV-E, F, JL, R

Executive Council: Robert L Pelz, Chairman, Board of Trustees.
Donald Feldstein, Executive Vice President

L

Olfice, 2027 Massachusetts Ave. N.W , Washingtan, D.C 20036 = Europe hq.: 4 Rue de la Bienfaisance. 75008 Paris, France w Israel h.: 9 Ethiopia 5t.. Jerusalem, 95148, Israel

South America hq.: (temporary office) 165 €. 56 SU, New York, N.Y. 10022 o Mexico-Central America hg. Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexico 5. D.F

CSAL 1707




1

N

.

The “American C"](eawish Committee

Dallas Chapter/12870 Hillcrest Rd./Suite 101/Dallas, Texas 75230/(214) 387 - 2943

February 23, 1983

Mr. David Jacobson
207 Beechwood Lane
San Antonio, TX 78216

Dear David:

The Planning Committee for a Texas Conference on Hispanic-
Jewish relations will meet on April 6 at the Archdiocese
of San Antonio, 1407 Red Mulberry Woods in San Antonio
from 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. As I indicated to you, the
purpose of this consultation will be to promote improved
understanding and cooperation between Hispanic and Jewish
leaders in Texas. Archbishop Patrick Fjores, Chalrman of
the Hispanic Committee of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Director of
the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American
Jewish Committee will serve as co-chairman.

We are delighted that you have agreed to participate in
this important undertaking and we look forward to seeing
you on April 6th.

qqﬁase let me know that you will attend.

Cordfdlly,
-
/-
i /-‘_21&{)5-‘:
S ~—
Barbara Hurst’

BH/pm

cc: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum///
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TEXAS & SOUTHWEST

Pohtlcos woo Hispanics

i - Polls show Democratic Party favored

q

Bv David McLemore

San Antonio Bureau of The News
“  SAN ANTONIO — Spokesmen for the nation’s

two major political parties began a battle of
words Friday ta¢ain Hispanic political support

in 1984, but a Hispanic leader said the war was

already over.

" Speaking 10 a national conference of Hispan:

{cs, Frank Fahrenkopf, newly named chairman

af the Republican National Commitee, and Len

onn Committee chairman, stressed thé im-
spanic

Fahrenkopf and Rose-:\vila made their

pm:hes during a panel discussion on the emerg-

ing role of Hispanics in American society. The

San Antonio conference and panel are being

sponsored by the Preedom International Foun.

- dation and is scheduled to continue Saturday.

|

But fellow panelist ie Velasq of
the Southw ter Registra ucation
Project, said te Hispanics have

shifted their allegiance back to the Democratic

Party after the Republicans failed to capitalize

4q inroads made in 1980.

n “The Easterners like to come into the South-

west and pick the crop of the Hispanic vote,”
quez said. “But we've seen that nothing has
ged."

?nln 1980, Velasquez said, Jimmy_ Carter re-

éeived 70 perc ispanic vote, a drop of

18 percent from 1976. “What this indicated was

an exlremely important opport unity for the Re-
publicans,” he suid.

+ - “But in_1982, 82-peecent of Hispanic chpible
voters went for the Democrats, evidence that the
Republicans had been unsuccessful and that
their opportunity 1o reach Hispanics i1s rapidly
glipping away," Velasquez said,

£ Fuhrenkopf said that he agrees “the ballis in

GOP's court and that we have a challenge
ahead, but I don't believe we have closed the
on Hispanics.”

x.: Hispanics can find much to like in the GOP's
conservative philosophy, he said. “In this age,
te GOP's interests are inseparable with those of
Rispanics.

“»7 “As a party, we have an obligation to ap-

pmch Hispanics, enroll them in the GOP and
belp them stand for public office,”

-+ Fahrenkopf listed Reagan administration ac- |.

complishments for Hispanics: “Reagan has ap-
pointed more Hispanics to high, policy-making
pasitions than any president in our nation’s his-
tory,” he said. “In the past, we haven't done the
Job that we must do in the future.

+ “But for any group to accomplish its goals, it
must be involved in partisan politics,” Fahren.
kopf said. “Anyone who sells his soul 1o one
party is teking himself out of the political
arena.” ;

Rose-Avila, subbing for DNC Chairman
Charles Manatt, said, “The 1980s will be the time

Hispanics to emerge as a force that builds co-
alitions, working with blucks and women under
the Democratic banner to become a dynumic
farce in U.S. politics.

*"'“But we are learning that the only way we're

gning to get into any political party is to organizce

ourselves,” Rose-Avilu said. “No one will do it
u."- 3 ‘_‘-._/-J

¥4 *In this age, the

¥4 are inseparable

GOP’s interests

with those of
Hispanics.”
— Frank
Fahrenkopf ||




San Antonio EXPRESS-NEWS — Saturday, March 12, 1983

SPEAKERS: HIS

3y JULIA MARTINEZ
FAFF WRTER

Mexican-American \oters in. lhe
zate will make a major difference
n the 1984 elections.

s says William Velasquez, a na-
~~nal Hispanic leader. As Hispanics
120, they are registering to vote and-
:>mg to the polls in increasing num- -
xers. and their impact is being felt,
\ elasquez told a gathering Friday at
2 Hyatt Regency Hotel in San An-
CCI0.

Since 1976, the number of regis- -
2red Hispanic voters in Texas E]as
~early doubled, Velasquez reported.

In 1976 the figure was 183900 By
1980 the numbers had Increased to
more than 832,000, By November
1984, he predicted 1.1 million will be

registered in the state.

‘Velasquez, executive director of
Southwest Voter Registration’ Edu.,
cation Project, spoke to a group of

business, political and education of-.

ficlals meeting at a two-day national
conference on “The Emerg,mF Role
of the Hispanic Community in
American Society.” .

Citing statistics showin
more than 80 percent of the His-
panic vote is concentrated in Texas

that . -

and Cahfornla.
prophesied that Mexican-American
~Voters In these two southwestern
states will strongly influence the

21984 Democratic presidential vote.

“Seventy-six electoral votes are
shared between these two states”
"he said. “That's 28 percent of the
votes needed ta elect a president.”

. Vclasqh:z made his predictions
minutes before the new Republican

National Coinmittee  Chairman

Frank Fahrenkopf pledged the Rl!!a-
y rt for
lspamcs :and; declared, "Today's

.gan administration's suppo

HI ics are. more conservative

not tied to either party.”" -

Velasquez *-

Page IA -3

Proclaiming Reagan's successes
in lowering inflation and interest
rates, Fahrenkopf reminded his au-
dience thal more Hispanics have
been appointed to policy-making po-
sitions under Reagan than any presi-
dent before im.

Addressing the problem of unem-
ployment, he conceded that
‘retmhng and retraining” are mnec-
essary to end joblessness.

“I'm here because 1 care and as a
practical polmclan " he said, cau-
tioning that “once you sell your soul
and ydur votés to one party, you

take “yourself “out of the political

arena.”

PANICS GAIN CLOUT

Velasquez noted that 86 rcent of .
Hispanics nationwide- vote "Demo-."
crat. That is a major shift lmm 1930_
when Hispanics voted more conser-
vatively and only 70 percent \oted
Democratic, an all-time low.

If 60 percent of the registered vol-
ers turn out at the polls, it will sway
the elections, including the presi--
dential choice, in favor of Hnspanlcs, -8
he forecast, . 4

In the 1980 and 1982 pnrnaries..j
Mexican-Americans in some south- %

- ai:.a.n;'.s i'a'b

western states ‘Gutvoted other ;g
groups, he noted, electmg larger R
. num rsofﬂlspanics. .

'1
-
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FROM THE

@
(]Je THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St New York, N.Y. 10022, 212) 7514000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for ail people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, March l..Howard I. Friedman, President of the American Jewish
Committee, has urged Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill to ensure that a new immigration
bill proposed by Congressman Edward Roybal (Dem., Cal.) that expresses the concern
of ‘the Hispanic community on the immigration issue receive serious Committee
hearings in this session of Congress.

In a letter to Speaker O'Neill, Mr. Friedman suggested that it would be possible
to h'olﬁ another immigration proposal -- the Simpson-Mazolli Bill -- in the Rules
Committee until the Roybal proposal could be debated at the committee level.

"If this is done promptly," Mr. Friedman asserted, "we believe that a consensus
can be reached among the bills under consideration" that will incorporate the best
features of each and be protective of Hispanic and other ethnic, religious and racial
interests.

The Roybal Bill, Mr. Friedman stated, includes provisions for "continued
generous and legal inflow into the United States, enforcement of the borders and a
comprehensive and humane program for legalizing undocumented aliens currently in
the country."

Mareover, Mr. Friedman added, Congressman Roybal's bill also reflects the
legitimate concerns of the Hispanic community, is sensitive to the needs of the
Jewish and other ethnic communities for family unification through immigration,
"and would preserve policies that have served our nation well."

The text of Mr. Friedman's letter follows:

"As the House of Representatives takes up the issue of immigration reform this

session, the American Jewish Committee considers it imperative that as many groups
as possible who will be affected by this legislation have the opportunity to present

-more-
Howard 1, Friedman, Presi . Theod Elienoff, Chairman, Board of Governors; Alired H. Moses, Chairman, National Executive Council, Robert §. Jacobs, Chairman, Board of Trustees.
William §. Trosten, Acting Director
‘Washinglan Office, 2027 M Ave, NW., W D.C. 20036  Europe hg.: 4 Rue de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris, France = Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St.. Jerusalem 95148, [srael

South America hg. (temporary office): 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022  Mexico-Central Amenca hg.: Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexico 5, D.F.
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their views and participate in shaping the final package of proposals that will emerge
from Congress.

"Because of this need for full and broad participation in the shaping of a new
immigration bill, we urge the House to consider seriously the alternative legislation
recently submitted by Congressman Edward Roybal. This new proposal addresses
systematically and responsibly the key issues in immigration reform, including
continued generous legal inflow into the U.S., enforcement of the borders and a
comprehensive and humane program for legalizing undocumented aliens currently in
the country. It also reflects the legitimate concerns of the Hispanic community
which must be taken into account in any new immigration legislation. Moreover, in
its support for maintaining current procedures for family unification, including
brothers and sisters, in the immigration law, the Roybal Bill is sensitive to the needs
of the Jewish and other ethnic communities in the U.S. and would preserve policies
that have served our nation well.

"As we have noted in previous communications to you, the American Jewish
Committee believes that immigration reform is necessary and that legislation in this
area should be passed by Congress this year. It still seems possible to us for the
House to hold the Simpson-Mazolli Bill in the Rules Committee until the Roybal
proposal can be heard and debated at the committee level. If this is done promptly,
we believe that a consensus can be reached among the bills under consideration that
- will attract wide support in the House and result in the passage of a fair and
effective immigration reform package in this session of Congress. For this reason,
we urge you to assure that the Roybal Bill receives the full hearing it deserves."

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious

rights of people here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations

for all people everywhere.
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Human Rights:
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February 13-14, 1984

San Antonio, Texas



PROGRAM

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 Commentators: 1:45-3:15 Immigration - Past, Present & Futu
12:00-2:00 Registrati Dr. Mauro Reyna Jewish American Perspective
station Associate Commissioner of Special Gary Rubin, Ell‘:ﬂﬂﬁ Altc' Center on
LT Populations, Texas Education Agency, Immigration cculturation
2:00-2:45 W.elcome - Statemeut of Purpose Austint, Texds Mexican: American; Perspective
Archb:_shup I’at_nck F. Flores ‘ Leonel ]. Castillo, Former Commissione.
Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio Linda May of Immigration & Naturalization
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum Vice President, Southwest Region AJC
AJC Director of International Affairs
9:15-10:00 Discussion Commentatoss:
3:00-4:30 Who Are We - Identity, Mexican American
Diversity & Imagery TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 Al Vellarde, Southwest Regional
The Mexican-American of Texas Director, U.S. Catholic Conference,
Richard Santos 9:00-10:15 Cultural Pluralism - M’S_"at"’“ and Refugee Service
Author, Historian, Educator Assimilation/Integration Jewish

The American Jew Martha Kaplan, Attorney

Henry Feingold, Professor of History, The Jewish American Experience

City University of New York Irving Levine, AJC Director of 315330 . ..., Break. .....
National Affairs
445615 Major Issues of Concern The Mexican American Experience - 3:30-5:00 Workshop/Action Groups
T . . Rev. Virgil Elizondo, President
Contemporary Mexicarr-Americ IG88 MR reelrar Cattied) Canter S006:00 ... Break o go to Temple Beth El
T ' elknap St.
Contemporary Jewish American Issues ]
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, EOMmEHIEETs: 6:00-7:00 Where Do We Go From Here?

AJC Director of International Affairs Mexican American .

Bambi CaTdEFBS Ramirez g;;i:?l::;\ert Kownacki

Commentators: u. S Civil Rights Commission Rabbi David Jacobson
Ernie Cortes Jewish

o Bert Kruger-Smith Presentor Comments
J. Livingston Kosberg Executive Associate, Hogg Foundation
th:{i;nr:‘aa: OI{etsi:)eu r?:cer’ Texas Dept. for Mental Health ) , Recommendations for the Future
o

6:30-7:30. .. ... Dinner. . . . .. slasing Remmrks;

Speaker: Rabbi Jamies Riidin 10:15-10:45 . . . . . .Break. . . . .. Archbishop Patrick F. Flores

Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio

Rabbi James Rudin, A]C
Director of Inter-Religious Affairs

AJC Director of Inter-Religious Affairs

7:45.9:15 Education 10:45-12:00 Workshop/Action Groups

Mexican American Concerns
Dr. Jose Cardenas

Executive Director, IDRA 12:00;51:30I; ----- Lunch. . . ... 11 KRN Dinner. . . . ..

Jewish An;en'mn Concems \:‘\lF"ile]ii!a:wr .Vela uez, TEMPLE BETH EL

Henry Feingold, Professor of History, Director. V. tsq RezistrationsBloicet Speaker: Mayor Henry Cisneros .
City University of New York ' i B an aalalald o San Antonio, Texas

SPONSORED BY

ARCHBISHOP PATRICK F. FLORES
AND THE

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
RABBI MARC TANENBAUM
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