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date June 6, 1979 - PS -
to kbind fgbal fﬂ Ah('
Hyman Bookbinder : ) ﬂ}ﬁyw. .
from Sherwood Sandweiss
subject Proposed Polish-Jewish Dialogue in Detroit

At your meeting this morning the suggestion of using St.-

Mary's College in Orchard Lake as a site for a high-level,
non-public dialogue between national and local Polish and -

Jewish leaders, trying to keep the number between 12 and 18,
was accepted by all.

Harold Gales, Chapter President, is pursuing this matter with
Father Leonard Chrobot, president of St. Mary's College, who
attended our Chapter dinner yesterday evening.

You suggested Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum and Irving Levine for AJC
and Father Chrobot will have suggestions for the Polish community.
We plan to get back to you on this with a tentative target date of
Thursday, Sept. 13 or Friday, Sept. 14. We'll keep in touch.

I want you to know that our leadership people were extremely
impressed with that breakfast meeting and your own clear tightly
reasoned answers to all their queries. Some of your questions
for AJC consideration were superbly fashioned for our September
retreat, and you know that Harold Gales would like to arrange
the retreat back to back with the Polish-Jewish dialogue.’

.The rest of your visit and successes we'll put in a separate memo.
Warmest personal regards. .

P.S. the date of the Chapﬁer retreat is scheduled for Friday
evening, September 14th through Saturday, September 15th.

SS/bm ' ' 2 /

cc: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
Irving Levine
Shula Bahat
Eugene DuBow
Harold Applebaum
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JEWISH AMERICAN;[ POLISH AMEZRICAN NATIONAL DIALOG -~ JOINT STATZMENT

In an effort to overcome ﬁisunﬂerstandings an&lto promote mutual respect
between members of the Polish American and Jewish American communities, a meeting
was held today (Thursday, September 13, 197§) on Polish Americen and Jewish
American relations at Saint Mary's Cdllege, Orchafd Léke, Michigan.

Representatives of Polish American religious and national organizations and
the American Jewish COQmitteé engaged in a day-long frank and cordi%l examination of
Pélish—Jewish relationsbfrcm historical, theological, and sociological perspegtives.'
Co-Chairpersons of the consultation weré the Rev. Leonard F. Chrobot, Presidént

of Saint Mery's College, and Herold Gzles, President of the Detroit Chapter of the

‘American Jewish Cocmaittee. ' ’

Among the major issues of common concern vere:

Anti-Defamation Efforts Affecting the Polish and Jewish Cormunities:

th groups expressed deep concern over the persiStEni manifestations iﬁ

Arerican society of anti-Polish and anti-Semitic slurs expressed in popular cqitu:e.
through negative, hostile, or invidious caricatures or stereot&pes vhich are
morally_offensive to the dignity of the Polish and Jewiéh peoples_and.whiéh do
psychclogical damage especiaily to young pzople who are the victims 6f such
defamation.

Both grecups expressed their rejection ofloffensive "anti-Polish jokes" or
"anti-Polish humor" frequently pérpetrated by the media énd.paréicularly by
insensitive comedians, and called on responsible redia leaders to use better
judgement in this regard. Similarly, both grovps disapproved any anti-Semitic
manifestations in the general culture, including scme anti-Jewich manifestations
following the recent resiénﬁéien'of‘Ambassador Andrew Young. . The hope was
-expressed that tenkion heitween the Black and Jewisnh cemmunities would be resolved -
quickly end that the spirit of ccoperation be,restored.- The ﬁarficipants of the

dialogue Telt ctroagly that ir our piuralistic seciety,.any breakdown of




communicatioo Betweén_ony othnic groups hurts ali othnic groupo and the ;ociétj
8s & ohole. | | | N |

| 'Civen'the deep—soated-and pernicious oature of:hisforical,lioeis ageinst the.a-
Polish and Jewish pooples, the groups ooﬁsidered tﬁe ldunching of a serious |
I§cholar1y studylof-the origins_aod cultural'doveloﬁﬁent of anti-Polish.aod anti-'
sevish aotitudes in“some segments.of Arerican societf.. Once such studies are )
ICOnole»ed the groups agreed to carry out a joint educatlonal program whoso purposes ;
would be the elimination of anti- Pollsh and anti—Jewlsh blgotry froﬂ the educatlonalu.
-;sys»ens, conmunlcatlons medla, ‘and oopular culture of.AmPrlcan society. A.task :
-force of respected PDllSh and JEWlSh scholars will be d951gnated at an early date..l"
to 1mpﬁement this 301n1;progect, believed to be the first of its klnd in |
intergroup'relgtions in.America._ |

Holocaust Studies-and the Historv'of.Polish—Jew4sh Relations:

Both groups acknonledged that there has been considerable mlsunderstandlng 1ﬁ
bo.h the Pollsn and Jewish communities in the Unlted Sta»ns and elsewhere over
the situation of the JeW1sh peop’e in Poland cllmaxed by the ineffable tracedy
of the Ha21 holocaust.
| It was candidly acknowledged that'seiective traditions of writing tﬁo..
history of-Polish-Jewish relations havo developed that have peﬁpeﬁraﬁed.;isﬁhaerg- '
otanding énd antagonisms, rather than increase.undorstanding. &hus;isome Poiish.
épokesmen‘have-tended to emphasize ﬁhe "goldsn age":of'Jews'in Poland.doringlthel
past 1,000 yeérs, and have conCentréﬁed rat nly on the.saving of Jewish lives by
Polish Christioﬁs during the Nazi period, while_ignoring or.minimizing the feality
of tho anti—Semitismlthat existed in Poland bofh before and du;ing world'War II.’

Scme jewish spokesmen have tended to concentrate on the anti-Jewish attitudoo
and behavior of Christian Poles both prior to and during the Nazi occupation,.
while ignoring-or minimizing the historic fact that thousands of Polish'Christians

riskod their lives to save thousands of Jewish peoplé from certain death at the
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qh;ﬁds of the MNazis. éome Jewishjautho}ities ﬁave also gi*en inadeguate attenfioq
or moral weight to the fact that Poland hisﬁoricélly had been a haven at one time
for the largest Jewish commﬁnity in the world, which enjoyed considerable religious,
-cultural, and economic ﬂreedom._ | i

Sharing the conviction that "history must not beccme a hitéhing post to the
past, but rather a guiding post to & more humane future," the Polish and 3ewish
leaders agreed to organizé a project.of Polish and Jewish scholars who would seek
-tO‘write and publish together an objective joint Polish-Jewish history and other
cultural documents that would t#ke into account the respective understandings and
.sensitivities of both communities in their coﬁﬁon pursuit of objective truth;

It was hoped that such joint scholarly puﬁlications and éonferencés would
eventuzlly help both communities to modify ﬁolemical tendencie; and contr;bute'.
to a deeper and more empathetic reiationship in the future, esyeciaily among
young people,’'the next éeneration" of American Polish.and Jewish citi;ens.-

- Both groups also expressed the hope that such increased semsitivity and .
knowiedée would be incorporated in Holocaust_Studiéﬁ in our natiog's'réligious-

and public schools.

The Polish and Jewish leaders ﬁlso discussed the condition of human rights
in various parts of the‘world; and the need to join hands in standi?g together
ageinst the epidemic of déhﬁmanization in the world, such as in:Asia, Africa,
Lztin América, Eastern Eurqpe; and élsewhere. In particular, both grdups agreed
to cooperate in studying and acting together to oﬁpose denial of religious
liberty, religious education, and freedom to emigrate in Poland, the Soviet
Union, and other eastern European countries. A subseqpént consultation of
Polish end Jewish leaders was égreed upon in order to give more systematic
consideration of these shared human rights coﬁcerns.

Finally, the Polish and Jewish leaders fiGWed.the elevaiion of "the Polish

Pope," His Holiness Pope John Paul II, as 2 develdpment.of unprecedented
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' -sﬁbolic and social significance to both commmnities and felt the _ﬁeecl :l*.o_'_
seize this momeﬁt as an occasion to tryh to build a new, creati.\}e.rela‘ti.ozishi;p
between the Polish and Jewish paopies that vould si:rengthen commdn solidarity
I_'a.nd i‘ra“-.;.ernai respect. |

| The Polish and :Jewislll leac’.ex:s 'joiﬁéd_ in -expressi_ng a warm welcome "_bo

.'Pope Jchn Paul II on his forthcoming journe:;l'. t_o t_he- ﬁniﬁed Sta'-.tels‘ a.n;l expressed
tﬁe ;pra.ye;r for God's richest-biessi;':g for the success of his'visit, ‘which -

-hopefully will redound to the benefit of all the members of God's human family.

The participants in the conéul‘bé.tion were:
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"« JEWISH AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS

Robert Amberg, Vice-President
Detroit Chapter, American Jewish Coxmittee
Chzirman, Domestic Affairs Committee

Marge Alpern, Treasurer

- Detroit Chepter, American Jewish Coxmittee

Chairperson, Interreligious Affairs

Hyran Bookbinder
Washington Representative
American Jewish Coz:mittee

Harold Gales, Chairman -
Detroit Chapter, Amsrican Jewish Com:;.t"ee
Meeting Co-Chairman

Miles Jaffe, Vice-President
American Jewish Committee

Trving levine, Director
Anerican Jewlsh Committee Imstitute on
Pluralism end Group Identity

" David Roth
American Jewish Cox—ittee Irs itvute on
Pluralism and Group Identiily

Sherwood Sandweiss, Area Director

¥ichigen Chapter, American Jewish Committee

Yeeting Recorder

George Szabad, Member
Emerican Jewish Committee Naticonal Board
of Governors

Rabol Marc Tenenbaum, Director
American Jewish Committee Interreligious
Affairs Department

POLISH AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS

-Rev. leonard ¥. Chrobot, Rresideﬁt

Szint Mary's College
Meeting Co-Chairman

Andrew Ehrenkreutz
North American Center for Polish Stundies
Ann Arbor, Michigan

John Gutowski, Dean
Saint Mary's College

John Kromkowski, President
National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Eugene Kusielewicz, President
Kosciuszko Foundation
New York City, New York

Rev. Ronald Modras, Professor
S2int Iouis University -
Saint ILouis, Missouri

Leonard Walentynowicz, Executive Director
Polish American Congress
Washington, D.C.



INSTITUTE ON PLURALISM AND GROUP IDENTITY
- of the
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022
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The “American |
fif) Jewish Committee

e Institute of Human Relations - - 165 East 56 Strt;et, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 - Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

May 1, 1980

We would 1ike to invite you to an important meeting on Jewish-Polish relations
which will take place at the Annual Meeting of the American Jewish Committee in
New York.

As you know, a good deal of activity has been taking place on Polish-Jewish
relations in the past year on both the Tocal and national levels. We are now
moving to coordinate these efforts and to plan for the future. The enclosed
memorandum contains a summary of the initial discussions we have had on this topic.

The meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 14, 1980 at 9 P.M. in_ the :
Barron South room on the fourth floor of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. We plan to -
set out our agenda for the year ahead and we hope that you will be able to attend.

Sincerely,

s?¢¢aaoQAZr,5ﬂﬁ4L4 iyﬂﬁﬂfyt 7. ’JT}“JL¢API

Harold Gates. George M. Szabad
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RICHARD MAASS, President B ; ©@ BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President
MAYNARD |. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors @ MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, National Executive Council O HOWARD 1. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees W
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer @ LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary @ ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate Treasurer B THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Executive Committee ®
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER B Honorary Vice-Presidents: NMATHAN APPLEMAN, RUTH R. GODDARD,
ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD @& MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive’ Council B MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer &
JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus M Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid City, 5.D.; DAVID HIRSCHHORN, Baltimore; MILES JAFFE, Detroit; ALFRED H. MOSES,
Washington, D.C.. ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston; EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Pniladelphia;
GEORGE M. SZABAD, Westchester; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York ®



 The “American
fif) Jewish Committee

> Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y.10022 . 212/751-4000 - Cable Wishcom, N.V.

DATE: May 1, 1980
T0: Polish-Jewish Meeting Participants
FROM: Harold Ga?es and George M. Szabad

The following preliminary statement was worked out at a meeting between
Harold Gales, Irving Levine and Marc Tanenbaum:

1. We approve of the idea of a joint staff/lay working group on Polish-
Jewish relations.

2. We will attempt to convene this group at the forthcoming Annua] Meeting
in May.

3. We will develop an agenda that has the following components:
A. Jewish-Polish ethnic relations.
B. Jewish-Polish religious relations.
C. Joint enterprises where ethnic and religious purposes could be merged.

4. WNe will aim for a follow-up meeting to the Orchard Lake meeting to be held
in Washington, D.C. in early November, 1980.

5. This meeting would be an all-day working session between the Orchard Lake
participants and additional experts who would be called in on the specific
subject matter of the jointly agreed upon agenda.

6. In addition to a working session, we will hold a public luncheon which would
involve approximately 100 invitees jointly shared by the AJCommittee and
the Polish American community which would include national Polish and Jewish
leaders, Washington based communal leaders and political leaders from both
communities. It would be the purpose of the Washington meeting to come up
with a number of projects that can be carried out both nationally and locally
and which would be assigned for administration to both IAD of the American
Jewish Committee and to IPGI.

80-695-17

RICHARD MAASS, President B B BERTAAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President

MAYNARD |. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors E  MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chaurman National Executive Council B HOWARD 1. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees B

GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer @ LEOMARD C. YASEEN, Secretary @ ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate Treasurer ® THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Executive Committee M

Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER B Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, RUTH R. GODDARD,

ANDREW GODODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD B MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Council & MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer M .
JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-Fresident Emeritus ® Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid City, 5.0.; DAVID HIRSCHHORN, Baitimore; MILES JAFFE, Detroit; ALFRED H. MOSES,

Washington, D.C.. ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester;, MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston; EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Philadelphia:

GEORGE M. SZABAD, Westchester; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York &



POLISH - JEWISH DIALOGUE

December 12, 1979

Rev. Leonard—Chfobot, Salnt Mary's College [N Lvﬁs\-CLM(
—Edwin Cudecki, Polish Museum of America - Dy '
—Mary Gembicki - Col s, =
*—Mathilda Jakubowski, Special Assistant to the Governor ~
Ted Kowalski, POllSh American Congress
—Robert Lewandowski - r&s 7TV
Helena LoPata
Kazimierz Lukomski
‘Aloysius Mazewskl, Polish National Alliance
—Lucyna Migala - ¥edw
Rev. John Pawlikowski, Catholic Theological Union
~Anna Rychlinski
Patrica Witkowski

PARTICIPANTS

(<

.Emily Alschuler

Rabbi Andrew Baker

Meta Berger, AJC Chapter President

Jerry Biederman

Eugene DuBow

Robert Jacobs

Walter Nathan

David Roth, Institute on Pluralism and Group Identity

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, AJC Department of Interrellglous Affairs



4 cc: Morris Fine
c . Harold Applebaum
Eugene Du Bow

THE AfViERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date November 92, 1978

t©® Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

from Adam Simms

subject Jan zaborowski

Fr. John Pawlikowski, of Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, invited me to
have lunch with Jan Zaborowski on October 20, and to attend his lecture (see 2

f;ttaqhggﬂﬁotice},

In view of Pope John Paul II's election a vew days earlier, it was fascinating
to hear Zaborowski's comments on the relationship between Church and State in
Poland. His remarks were essentially an explication du texte of Cardinal Vishin-
ski's . (?--sp.) remarks during the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
Church in Poland, and he was quite careful to explain that the Church is not, and
does not seek to be, a "shadow" government for the Polish Communist Party.

Conversation during lunch, however, was perhaps more fascinating. John and I both
learned that Zaborowski is something of a scholar of/on church history during the
Holocaust. During an earlier stop on his tour of the U.S., Zaborowski had spoken
on precisely this topic at Temple University, and, I believe, met with Franklin
Littel. John told me that Zaborowski has a ‘'rather devastating "critique" of the
churches' reactions, although I was unable to learn myself of the details.

Zaborowski did, however, throw out some comments about Gerald Green's book,
"Holocaust ;" based upon the t.v. series (he read the book, but.hadn't seen the
series). Essentially, he said, Green's choice of focus--German Jewry--distorts

the nature of the event. Whereas the greater portion of German Jewry managed to
survive, the greatest impact of destruction was experienced by Eastern European
Jewry; i.e., in Poland, Lithuania, etc. In Zaborowski's view, "you can't under-
stand the Holocaust and the question of resistance, or lack of it, unless you
understand Hasidism." On this basis, he expressed great appreciation for Raoul
Hilberg, and was highly critical of Hannah Arendt, and Gerald Green. (I asked him
his opinion of Lucy Dawidowicz's, "The Was Against the Jews,"” but he hadn't read it.)

It might be worthwhile to do some background on Zaborowski, in the event that AJC
wishes to get involved in sponsoring national or international symposia on the
Holocaust. He might be the sort of fellow who could help bridge some of the yawn-
ing gulfs that exist in this field.

(By the way, and for what it's worth in gauging Zaborowski's role in Poland: He is
evidently a figure of some note in Catholic-Orthodox ecumenical relations. He
indicated that he had several private interviews with Nikodim, the late Russian
Orthodox patriarch. It is Zaborowski's estimate that Catholic-Orthodox dialogue in
Poland is nearly non-existant, and will remain so for some time because of visceral

wnpueJdoudoul



Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
November 1, 1978
Page 2 -

memories of Polish-Russian history. dating back to tsarist times. However, he thought
Nikodim's death was a blow, since the patriarch had privately ' expressed the opinion
that the Orthodox Church had a lot to be forgiven it for its actions in the past.)
For the record, Zaborowski's address and telephone number in Warsaw:

00-422 Warszawa
Ul. Gwardzistow 1l0a m.1l7

phone: 29 .73 33
Best regards.

AS:dv
Enclosure

cc: Morris Fine
Harold Applebaum
Eugene Du Bow
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’ CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL UNION 5401 SOUTH CORNELL.AVE., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60615 TELEPHONE (312) 324-8000

s A PUBLIC LECTURE
"THE ROMANLAT'Hm.ic CHURCH 1A
POLAAMD . |

CJAN ZAB OROW SK]

 NoTED POLISH IVTELL Ec:ru/s; -
AwD JOVRNALIST, |
FR,IDAY ocTO9BER QO‘T’H | P,

Fou~rDERS RooOM (marw FLaaiiJ
CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL yari

~ Mr. Zaborowski has been long interested in Christian-Marxist
relations. He has been active in the Christian Peace Conference. .
His American lecture tour is being sponsered by Christians Associated

for Relationships with Eastern Europe (CAREE), a related organlzatlon
of the National Council of Churches.



December 12, 1979
Polish - Jewish Dialogue

AGENDA

1. Welcome: Meta Berger, American Jewish Committee
Ted Kowalski, Polish American Congress

Father John Pawlikowski, Catholic Theological
Union
2. Discussion Direction:

David Roth, Institute on Pluralism and Group
Identity :

3. Remarks on the Orchard Lake Conference:
Father Leonard Chrobot, President, St. Mary's College

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Director, American Jewish
Committee Interreligious Affairs Department




POLISH - JEWISH DIALOGUE
December 12, 1979

PARTICIPANTS

Richard Adamiak

Rev. Leonard Chrobot, Saint Mary's College

Edwin Cudecki, P011sh Museum of America
Mary Gembicki
‘Mathilda Jakubowski, Special A551stant to the Governor
Ted Kowalski, Polish American Congress
Robert Lewandowski

Helena LoPata

Kazimierz Lukomski
.Aloysius Mazewski, Polish National Alllance
Lucyna Migala '
Rev. John Pawlikowski, Catholic Theological Union
Anna Rychlinski _
Patrica Witkowski

Emily Alschuler

Rabbi Andrew Baker

Meta Berger, AJC Chapter President

Jerry Biederman

Eugene DuBow

Robert Jacobs

Walter Nathan

David Roth, Institute on Pluralism and Group Identity

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, AJC Department of Interreligious Affairs



Yalc UI'liVCl.‘ Sity New Haven, (mfomzecximr 06520

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

May 29, 1979
Telephone: (203) 436-3536

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum )
American Jewish Committee

165 East S56thStreet

New York, New York

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum:

I am sorry that we did not have more of a chance to speak during my recent
visit to the Committee. I believe that Ira Silverstein related to you my
concern about the new Polish Catholic Encyclopedia which is being published by
the Catholic University of Lublin. In addition to the Polish edition, it is
likely to be published in French, German and English and perhaps Spamish. The
possible influence of this work for decades to come is altogether obvious. It
is therefore with great shock that I report to you that beyond a few totally
inadequate articles on such subjects as Martin Buber and Kabbalah and anti-
Semitism filled with anecdotes, there is no treatment planned of Jews and
Judaism beyond the Intertestamental period. When I questioned the editors on :
this matter, beyond arguing that what they were including was adequate on this
subject, they pointed out that they do not have access to scholars in Poland to

" deal with these subjects and do not have the hard currency to pay scholars from
abroad. Yet when I called their bluff on this matter offering perhaps to recruit
scholars who might even forego payment in Zloti, there were no takers. The new
and unexpected limelight in which Polish Catholicism finds itself might make it
more susceptible to pressure from without. I believe that this is a matter that
should be approached with utmost seriousness.

I might inform you that I have. brought this matter to the attention of
Rabbi Henry Siegman of the American Jewish Congress as well. I am also sending
to him a copy of the enclosed memorandum. I do not know what action he plans
but please be advised that I have made him privy to the matter and you might
therefore want to coordinate your strategies.

Cordially,

Hillel Levine
Associate Professor of Sociology
and Religious Studies

encl.
HL/11



Material on Jews and Judaism in the New Polish Catholic Encyclopedia

Encyclopedias generally summarize the ethos of a cultural epoch as much
as they may have influence on successive ones. An encyclopedia of religion
published by a church in which the boundaries between the normative and
descriptive are not once and for all firmly established may be all the more
influential on the attitude of believers.

These influences may be all the more amplified in the New Catholic
Encyclopedia which is being compilied at the present time in Poland. This
monumental work, the only one of its kind to be edited and published in an
East European country, is likely to become a basic source book of information
for ‘Catholics in Eastern Europe. With current plans and resources to
translate this work into German, French, English, and possibly Spanish, the
Polish Catholic Encyclopedia will become a basic reference for untold millioms.

For these reasons alone it would be of great concern to the Jewish
community that there be detailed and accurate coverage of events and
developments in Jewish history. But beyond the influence of the Catholic
Polish Encyclopedia, there is additional sensitivity in regard to this issue.
Following over a millennium of close, intense, and ambivalent relations
between Jews and Christians in Poland ending only with the tragic events of
World War II, the histories of these people are imextricably linked. It is
therefore with no small measure of concern that Jews will observe the scholarly
quality and extent of treatment of topics relating to Jews and Judaism in this
Encyclopedia not only in the Intertestamental period but in all periods. If
the first published volume is any indication of what is to come, serious
readers of the Encyclopedia will be misled by omission. The principal article
of the Encyclopedia on antisemitism, to cite merely one example, occupies no
more than a page and a quarter. This tragic chapter in Jewish-Christian
relations is treated anecdotally. The social and cultural foundations of
attitudes which created great tensions between Jews and Christians and in more
recent years, provided a receptivity to movements perpetrating the murder of
millions of Jewish men, women, and children are not surveyed. This evasiveness
stands in contrast to current and important trends in Jewish-Christian relatioms
developing in the West as exemplified in Vatican Councils of the last two
- decades, which establish greater candor. However this first volume and reports
of what is projected for subsequent volumes, fail to treat the sublime as well
as the tragic aspects of Jewish-Christian relations. The whole matter is
shrouded in silence. The inference of this silence can be as insidious as
misinformation.

It is for this reason that the editors and publishers of this Encyclopedia
. are called upon to reassess the treatment of Jews and Judaism independently as
well as in reference to Christians and Christianity. The Jewish community, in
wishing success to the producers of this great work offers whatever scholarly
guidance that pay be of use to the editors in improving this aspect of the
Encyclopedia.




June 21, 1979

Pr. Jan kowmk
3815 Forest Grove Drive
Annandale, Va. 22003

Dear Mr. Nowak:

I ar very grateful f£o you for sending me a copy of your statement
before the Holocaust Cormission on June 7. I was terribly moved when
I heard your elogquent words at the time, -and was again so moved when
I read them this morning. mdohﬁmdaminbasmagmtmﬁm
issue.

Iwﬂllmﬂmngth;sstatmxttqm&pgﬂﬁe@gue_@ndm
sicn Advisor) mirmrmmamtﬁmmxmm l!

There is need for closer cocperation between the Polisn and Jewish
commmnities, and I hope that we may be able to meet soon and dicuss
this questian. Mearwhile, ry best wishes to you and to Mr. Mazewski.

Sincerely,

Hyman Bookbinder
Washingb::n R@xeaentative

HB:Gw

cci” Rabbi T



JUN 1-9 1978,

Mras Hyman Bookblnder
Washington Representative

The American Jewish Committee
818 18th Street N,W. Suite 740
Washington,D.C. 20006

‘18th June, 1979

Dear Mr. Bookbinder:

Enclosed, please find a copy of my statement before
the Holocaust Commission.  Iread with great interest
~your letters to Mr.Elie Wies of April. 26th and to Mr. B.
Meed of May 22nd. I can see thal we share common concern..

In case you would wish to get in touch with me, please
note my address and telephone number,

________

Sincerely,

_ : &\Js»MJLﬁ—{
ﬁ- NOWAK -~

lencles

3815 Forest Grove Drive
Annandale,VA 22003
/tel. 354 074?/



Statement by Jan Nowak
Representative of the Polish-American Congress
Before Presidéntial Commission on the Holocaust

: June 7, 1979

Mr. Chairman:

I am very happy to be here as a representative of Mr. Mazewski,
the President of the Polish-American Congress who was unfortunately unable
to participate in this meeting.

The Polish-American Congress-fully supports President Cérter‘s
iditiafiQe and his idea to commemorate 6 million Jewish victims of the
" Holocaust as well as 5 million non-Jews who were murdered for no other
reasﬁﬁ than their nationality or race.

We also fully recognize that unspeakable tragedy and sufferings
of the Jewish people in the last war were of a magnitude without
precedence in the history of mankind.

I saw it with my own eyes and what I saw will remain in my memory
to the end of my life. I witnessed not only the Holocaust but also
indifference of the Western World. I was the first emissary of the Polish
Underground Army who reached London after the Warsaw Ghetto Rising with
microfilms of documents, eye-witness accounts of survivors and the last
report of ZOB -- Jewish Fighters Organization. I shdll always remember
a despair of Ignacy Szwarzbart and other leaders of the Polish Jewry in

London when the Free World, including their own brothers, refused to

believe and to act.



I was asked, however, to express not only support of the Polish
ethnic group but also its deep concern and anxiety' T was relieved to hear
reassurance 1n the open1ng remarks of Cha1rman E111e N81SE] that th1s

noble venture wll] not Eonvey a wrong not1on that oniy death and martyrdom

o of Jews shou?d be remembered wh11e the g@nocide of rema1n1ng 5 m1111ons of

: other nat1ona11t1es could be forgotten - Slave nations as "inferior races _m
were also ear- marked for exterm1na% and ihe process was well advanced.
Two million and eight hundre '5§?%§“§hared the fate of the Jews |
and perished in the same camps of Auschwltz, Majdanek, Belsen,_not because
they resisted the NaziS‘but'becauSe they'were born as Poles. Only 6b0.000
‘people of-PoIish nationality were killed in combat_as so]diere or_memhers
:-of res1stance Jews. Poles, Gypsieo Ukrainiansd Soufet'prisonerslof uar_
of many nat1ona11t1es were all human be1ngs The monstros1ty of the
genocade was equal regardless of race, re11g1on or nat1onal1ty of v1ct1ms
He deeply regret, therefore, that Amer1cans who have their ancestral
roots in Poland and other:East European nations that shared the terrible
tragedr of-the Holocaust with the Jews, were not invited to participate in
this Commission and were unable to make thelr own contr1but1on He houeif
_and we expect that we shall have an opportun1ty to take part in the B
1mp1ementat1on of your reso1ut1on
No other peop]e Suffered more through discriminatfon “orejudice and
hatred than the'Jews : Ne share the goal of th1s d1st1nguxshed Comm1ssxon
to do all in our power to prevent recurrance of the Holocaust 1n the future
It is therefore of vital interest to all of us -- as Cha1rmah.He1se1
pointed out so rightly a moment ago -- that this monument should not divide, -

but unite, that it should not be allowed to generate controversy and sense

of injustice.



~

It should not be looked upon in one dimension only as a Jewish
undertaking, but should embrace the full spectrum of the American people.

We understand your ¢oncern that the Jewish tragedy and its unique
place in the Holocaust, if only in terms of sheer numerical weight as well
as design of the enemy, should not be diluted.

We do not suggest, therefore, that 6 million Jewish victims should
be Tost in anonymity of 11 million human beings. In this memorial-museum
the first and most honored place should be reserved for the Jewish martyrs -
who deserve it so sadly. But the Commission should also find place to honor,
to identify and to immortalize the tragedy and death of people belonging to
other nations and professing other fajth.

It is right and proper that not only the victims but also the
perpetrators of thi§ monstrous crime and their henchmen,,qhatever their
nationality, should be remembered forever. - )

Let me however quote the Reverend John €. Damsforth who said in his
sermon that "we Christians are expressely forbidden to judge or condemn
other people." I believe that no ethnic or religious group can claim
exclusive right to judge and condemn the others. Generalization and wrong
notion of collective quilt led io anti-semitism and ultimately to Holocaust
in the past. |

4 A1l of us who went through Nazi tyranny, particularly those who
were trying to save the lives of their neighbors at the risk of losing
their own, have the right to participate in this judgement. Only in this way
you can make sure that it will be nbt only just, but also lasting.

At this very moment Pope Paul John II is in Auschwitz as a pilgrim.
He.pays tribute and prays for all those who suffered martyrdom and death

there.



Let me finish by quoting words from a moving address by the
distinguished Chairman of this Commission, Mr. Ellie Weisel:

“The Hp]ocaust was-DOSSibTe because the enemy of the Jewish people
and of mank{nd succeeded in dividing, in separating, in'splitting the
human society; nation against nation, Christian against Jew, young against
old...We must not submit to such temptation now. We must see to it that

the memory of the Holocaust draws us all closer together."



~—o OB-JEWS AND POLISH-AMERICANS

PONTIFF PRAISES AMITY EFFQ{TS / ,

CAF Al AL/
By Pamela Mendels
Religious News Service Correspondent (7-6-79)

ROME (RNS) -- Pope John Paul II has warmly endorsed the work of
a committee sét up to foster greater understanding between Polish-
American Catholics and American Jews, a Spokesman for the committee
said here.

Fourteen members of the joint American-Jewish and Polish-
American Catholic Committee met privately with the Polish pope
at the Vatican.

The committee includes delegates from the North American
Studium for Polish Affairs, the Polish-American Congress, the
American Council of Polish Cultural Clubs, and the New York-
based Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith.

According to Theodore Fraedﬁan, an ADL official and a member
of the committee, the pope expressed his "special interest and
support" for the work of the group.

The committee, he said, also received the pope's endorsement
of its first major project -—- the establishment of an international
literary award in honor of the memory of Januz Korczak, a Polish
Jewish humanitarian who died in the Nazi concentration camp of
Treblinka. .

Mr. Korczak, who would hava'bean 100 years old this year, was
a writer, physician, and radio broadcaster well known throughout’ his
native Harsaw as "the old doctor."

He established the city's Iirst Jewish orphanage and later
collaborated in the founding of a non-Jewish home for orphans.

His real name was Henryk Goldschmidt, but he adopted the name
Januz Korczak as his pen name for his poatry and other literary
writings. : .

In August 1942, though he @as offered refuge with friends,
he insisted on being deported with the children of his orphanage
who had been ordered to Treblinka. He died there in a Nazi gas
chamber.

In his talk to the committee, Pope John Paul praised
Mr. Xorczak as a "rare human being," a "worthy symbol of the work of
brotherhood you are undertaking."

"Korczak is an ideal symbol of'morality’and religion," the
pontiff added. "And you have my admiration, my devotion, and my
blessing in his important work."

Committee members explained that though Polish-American and
Jewish groups have been meeting together for some time, the election
of a Polish-born pope in October greatly accelerated cooperation
between the two groups.

The committee chose the prom&tion of the Korczak prize as its
first major project, because it was felt that a cultural activity was
an appropriate way to reach the Jewish and Polish-American communities.

The history of Polish Catholic and Jewish relations "has not
always been happy," Mr. Freedman, .the ADL official, noted.

Through the commemoration of a man who was both deEply Polish
and deeply Jewish, the committee hopes "to open up channels of
communication betWeen two important groups," Mr. Freedman
explained.

The Korczak prize will go to. two works each year. In 1979 --
the United Nations-sponsored International Year of the Child -- the
prize will be awarded to the children's book that best exemplifies
the ideals Korczak stood for, and to the best book about children
written for parents or for those working with youngsters.

20~
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6 MILLION POLISH VICTIMS OF NAZI GENOCIDE DENIED REPRESEN-
TATION_ON_PRESIDENT'S_COMMISSION_ON THE_HOLOCAUST

‘1978 President Jimmy Carter established, by exe-.
cutive order, the Commission on the Holocaust, whose purpose is
to make recomendations on establishing an appropriate memorial

to over 17) million victims of Nazi genocide during World War II.

Regrettably, of the 24 persons named to serve on the Commission,
all but four are American Jews. No representatives of the 6 million
Polish victims (of which some 3 million were Jews, the other

3 million were Christian Poles) and of at least 1 million other
European Christians who died in the Holocaust were included. Thus
the Commission, as it is presently constituted, appears to reflect
the concern over only the Jewish victims, to the exclusion of

all others.

Polish American Congress President A. Mazewski's request to
President Corter to appoint at least one American of Polish des-
cent was denied. Mr. Edward Sanders. Senior Advisor to the Pre-
sident, wrote that the President is "unable to add new members"
and adviséd that the Polish American Congress "send in their
views on how the Commission can best commemorate the Holocaust?

On April 12, 1979 President Mazewski reiterated his request for

representation on the Commission of other than Jewish victims
of the Hslocaust. "I reiterate again that in order for this
Commission to have full credibility anc acceptance b- all Ame-
ricans, and particularly by the descendants of the victims,

it should include a Christian American Pole nnd other Christian
East Europeans ’ he vrote to Mr.’ Sanders..

President Mazewski also wrote to Mr. Irving Greenberg, Director
of the Commigsion, further elaborating the concerns of the
Polish-American community. " The Commission falls short of being
a truly ecumenical Commission on the Holocaust with wide and
effective appeal to all segments of th American Society, and
there is no reason why the commission does nuot have members
whose ancestral roots are in Poland and other East European
countries which shared the terrible tragedy of the Holocaust
with the Jews"



He stressed that this interpretation is supported by the fact that the
"Days of Remembrence of Victims of the Holocaust" were established on
April 28th and 29th, which dates relate to the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

" In fact - wrote President Mazewski - over 10,000,000 people perished in
the Holocaust. In round numbers:

Polish Jews 3,100,000
Christian Poles 2,900,000
Other European Jews 2,900,000
Other Nationalities 1,100,000

10,000,000

" While I do not dispute the heroism of the Warsaw Ghetto fighters, it is
Oswiecim, Majdanek, Treblinka, Buchenwald, Dachau, and other mass murder
camps that document the mind bogling monstrosity of the genocide perpetrated
by Germans during W.W.II. It is in these camps primarily that the overwhel-
ming majority of Jews, Poles and others perished. Identification of the
remembrance of the Holocaust victims with the Harsaw Chetto Uprising, 1 be—
lieve, reduces the full impact of the tragedy!

" Our concern is greatly hightened because of strong.and, what I believe,
unjustified anti-Polish views of at least one member of the Commission,
Dr. Lucy Dawidowicz", Mr. Mazewski emphasized.

He was referring to Dr. Dawidowicz book The War Against the Jews: 1933-1945,
in which she wrote: " The Republic of Poland had come into being in 1919,
after its representatives had signed a treaty with Allied powers, promising
to guarantee the civic and political equality of its minorities, to safeguard
their rights as citizens, and in addition, to extend to all minorities the
right to establish their own educational, religious, charitable, and social
institutions. From the start these guarantees were never fully implemented,
and in 1934, they were completely renounced. Pogroms marked the inauguration
of Poland's independence and were a recurring phenomenon in the twenty years
of independent Poland"

Swveeping accusations such as quoted above reflect prejudiced views based on
distortions of fact, contends in an article published recently PAC Vice-Pre-
sident Kazimierz Lukomski (copy attached). "Of necessity the almost 1,000
-years of Polish-Jewish history encompass periods of calm and neighborly
relations, intertwined with turbulence and, yes, violence and bloodshed", he
wrote. "In evaluating the centuries of Jewish domicile in Poland one has to
try to balance the ugly, but sporadic manifestations of anti-Semitism with
the prevailing climate, which over the years helped create a substantial,
distinct Jewish culture emanating far ‘beyond the borders of Poland?

In conclusion President Mazewski's letter to Mr. Greenberg offered some
recommendations with respect to the establishment of an appropriate memorial
to the victims of the Holocaust.

1. Publication under the auspices of the Commission of an all-inclusive,
documented history of the Holocaust - the crime of Genocide.
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Establishment of a national dat of observance of this tragié event in

mankind's history. " I believe that it is of utmost importance to ensure

its truly universal impact - Mr. Mazewski wrote. " Its solemmn obser-
vance should effectively cut across the religious, racial, national and
political spectrum - becoming at the same time a day of national unity,
compassion and not withstanding all that we would be commemorating that
day - the faith in the ultimate goodness of man'

Erection of monument at a prominent site in Washington, D.C. It should
"symbolise both elements outlined abpve -- remembrance of the victims

of the most hideous crime ever commited by man, and .of faith in the future.
As a wise man observed: true love and compassion are born out the fire

of suffering! :



POLISH-JEWISH RELATIONS

Reprinted from the Polish American Congress

Newsletter, February, 1979

One-sided Recriminations Perpetuate Prejudice-

Kazimierz Lukomski

It appears fashionable among the large and vocal segments of Jewish-American
writers to denounce Poland as THE anti-Semitic nation in the world. ““Traditional

endemic anti-Semitism of Pol

"; Polish anti-Semitism “‘so deep, so constant and so
enduring that Nazism by contrast seems an aberration”;

“Polish extermination

camps” in reference to Oswigcim (Auschwitz), Majdanek and other mass murder camps
established in Poland by the Germans; “‘butcher’s helpers’’; or claims that the German
“final solution” of the Jewish problem was actually welcomed by the Poles—are
just a few quotations, chosen at random, to illustrate the point.

Regrettably, prominent Jewish American orgamzatmns embrace, and indeed
promote these prejudiced, and based on distortion of facts, views concerning one of the

most tragic periods of mankind’s history.
®

Thus—

The National Jewish Monthly, published
by the B’nai B'rith reprinted under the
title “The Resistance’” excerpts from
Michael Elkins’ book Forged im Fury
(Ballantine Books, 1971). “In Poland,”
relates Mr. Elkins, “the partisan com-
manders Lemishevski and Czarni mobi-
lized three brigades of the ‘‘People’s
Guard” to slaughter nearly 700 Jewish
fighters who came out of the ghettos of
Lublin, Krasnik, Lukow and Wlodawa’’;
and further he describes as the “‘unarmed
Jews and those who could not fight were
driven out to be killed in open fields by
the Polish peasants who sucked in anti-
Semitism with their mothers’ milk.”

Sounds dramatic, like some medieval
witchcraft. Moreover, if Mr. Elkins was a
historian, which obviously he is not, he
would know that the ‘‘People's Guard”
was a communist organization, directed
and staffed by Russian trained agents;
end he would know that Poles cannot be
held responsible for its actions any more
than for the actions of the German SS.

Mr. Elkins had more “historical”” reve-

© lations in store for his readers. All in

the same vein. “All over Poland . . .
pogroms broke out in almost every town
with Jewish inhabitants from the very
first day of the invasion,” raves Mr.
Elkins, referring to the German invasion
of Poland in September, 1939. “Polish
soldiers who had thrown down their rifles
picked up clubs and joined their erstwhile
conquerors in beating the brains out of
nearly 3,000 of their Jewish fellow citizens
within the first three days of the war’s
beginning,” he continues.
Mr. Elkins’ book is labeled “non-fiction.”
1 submit that it verges on fantasy.
¢ o o

Summing up Polonia’s reactions to
NBC-Tv's Holocaust, an editorial in the
New Horizon, a Polish-American review

published in New York, lists three aspects
af the film open to serious criticism:

The first is that “NBC placed the whole
Jewish drama within the narrow concept
of the Hitlerite attempt to annihilate the
Jews. We agree with the opinion that

‘Holocaust,” prepared with tremendous
effort and expense, would have played
a more important role in condemning
genocide if it registered even to a small
degree, Hitler’s crimes against the Poles,
Russians, Yugoslavs, Czechs and other
Slavic people who were also persecuted
and were to be ‘next’ on the list.”

““A second aspect is the attitude of the
directors toward the Poles. They showed
them only in fragmentary fashion, and
from a negative side. The wife of the
principal hero of the drama, Dr. Weiss,
a Polish citizen, does not want to escape
from Berlin to Poland, because ‘things
are not much better there.' An obvious
historical falsification. In Poland before
1939, as throughout Europe, the wave
of antisemitism was on the rise, main-
ly under the influence of Hitlerism.

There might have been excesses here
and there, but Poland protected its Jewish
citizens. There were no Nuremberg Laws
or ‘Kristall Nacht’ in Poland, or seizure
of Jewish property . . . The ‘Holocaust’
began at the moment when the Polish na-
tion was overcome in an uneven struggle.

But the Poles did not take part in the
extermination of Jews. The scene of the
execution of Jewish women in the Ghetto
by a plztoon of soldiers in Polish uniforms
is historically false.®

This falsification is not rectified by the
fact that in the last part of the serial it
is said about this unit dressed up in
theatrical uniforms that they are ‘Lithu-
anians.’ The average viewer did not catch
this, but could only see the glitter of Polish
eagles on the ludicrously enlarged four-
cornered cap. Let us say that the exe-
cution scene in the film is anonymous.
But in Green's book there is no doubt.
He writes: “The Jewish police refused
to perform the execution, so some Poles
from outside were ordered to do it.’

Green’s whole book is filled with such
falsifications, He did not notice . . . that
the Home Army supplied arms to the

.Ghetto, although it had very little of them
‘in the

d struggle. He did not
write that a unit of the Home Army fought
alongside the Jews in the Ghetto,’ and

‘does not mention how many thousands
of Jews were saved from death by Poles,
who thus risked their own lives at the
hands of the Nazis, since the puni

for helping Jews was death. Naturally, as
in every war, there were human hyenas
preying on the tragedy of the Jews. But
how many Jews survived the dreadful
drama precisely because of the help of the
Poles ? Neither Green’s book nor the NBC
serial took any note of this!'”

® 8 @

“And now for the final aspect. Neither
Green’s book nor the NBC show paid the
glightest attentin to the Poles’ struggle
against the Germans. There is a fragment
about the Yugoslav underground army,
the Jewish, the Russian; there is a charm-
ing portrayal of a Czech~-Jewish woman,
there is a noble German woman, the un-
yielding wife of a Jew, Inga. . . . The fight-
ing and suffering of Poland is absent, as if
it had not existed. But it was a common
tragedy. Two million Poles died alongside
the Jews in the struggle against the Ger-
mans in Hitler's extermination camps.”

“Holocaust” made a deep impression
in American public opinion. That is why
falsifications, omissions and distortions
by the authors and film directors are
evoking a negative reaction among the
Polish-American group,”’ concludes New
Horizon.

e & o

Even more recently, the American Jew-
ish Committee distributed a statement
Pope John Panl II and the Jews, by
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, its national
interreligious affairs director. Quoting
Maciej Jakubowicz, president of the Jew-
ish religious communities in Poland, who
told Rabbi Tanenbaum that ‘‘we know of
no case where Cardinal Wojtyla or the
Krakow Church was associated with any
instances of anti-semitic or other prejudi-
cial statements or actions regarding the
Jewish people” and other sources, Rabbi
Tanenbaum gives Pope John Paul II tenta-
tive approval

Then he goes on to say: “Granted that
this data™® skimpy and impressionistic,
it should nevertheless serve to allay some
of the widespread anxieties that
exist in the Jewish community about “a
Polish Pope.’ Those anxieties are based
on the nightmarish experience with anti-
Semitism in Poland that Dr. Lucy Dawi-
dowicz summarizes in her landmark study,
The War Against the Jews 1833-1MS5, in
these words:

“The Republic of Poland had come
into being in 1919, after its
tives had signed a treaty with Allied
'8, promising to guarantee the cvic

-
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and political equality of its minorities, to
safeguard their rights as citizens, and
in addition, to extend to all minorities the
right to establish their own educational,
religious, charitable, and social institu-
tions. From the start these guarantees
were never fully implemented, and in 1934,
they were completely renounced. P
marked the inauguration of Poland’s inde-
pendence and were a recurring phenome-
non in the twenty years of independent
Poland.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum then continues: “Be-
fore the outbreak of World War II, about
3.3 million Jews lived in Poland, consti-
tuting the second largest community in
the world. Today, there are about 5,000
Jewish survivors in Poland, most of them
aged and infirm, a tragic remnant of the
Nazi havoc and anti-Semitic they
suffered in the country ‘in which Jews had
lived for nearly a thousand years.”

Thus, Rabbi Tanenbaum equates Nazi
holocaust with Polish anti-Semitism, as
seen by Lucy Dawidowcz. The American
Jewish Committee obviously agrees.

Of necessity the almost 1,000 years of
Polish-Jewish history encompass periods
of calm and neighborly relations, inter-
twined with turbulence and, yes, violence
and bloodshed. Generally, the periods of
calm coincided with: the years of stability
and cultural and economic development
of the Polish kingdom, while the rise of
anti-Semitic feelings may be associated
with the times of divisiveness, wars and
internal stresses.

In evaluating the centuries of Jewish
domicile in Poland one has to try to bal-
arce the ugly, but sporadic manifestations
of anti-Semitism with the prevailing cli-
mate, which over the years helped create
a substantial, distinct Jewish culture
emanating fer beyond the borders of Poland.

“Not orly did Poland offer a physical
setting whereby the Jew was able to save
life and limb as an individual,” wrote
Rabbi Mordecai Simon, Executive Direc-
tor of the Chicago Council of Rabbis, “it
also afforded a setting whereby the Jew
was able to maintain his identification
in his distinctive traditions and way of life.”

Thus, since the Statute of Wislica granted
Jews equal protection in law in 1347, scores
of thousands of Jews persecuted in West-
ern Europe sought and obtained refuge
in Poland. As late as 1918-20 Poland opened

its borders to 100,000 Jews fleeing
the terror of the revolution,
and again in the.1930’s admitted several

thousand Jewish refugees from Nazi per-,
secution.

Since 1530 Jewish publishers were active
in Krakow, where a series of important
Jewish books appeared, such as an imi-
tation of Maimonides and a Hebrew edition
of the Pentateuch. Internationally known
Jewish academies existed in Brody, Lwow,

rabbis in Europe of that time were natives
of Poland. Hasidism and modern Yiddish
evolved in the 18th century Poland. The
Yiddish Scientific Institute was first estab-
lished in Wilno in 1925.

® ¢ @

Prior to World War II the Jewish com-
munity in Poland numbered 3,300,000,
12% of Poland’s population. Jewish intel-
lectuals, businessmen and professional
people played a significant role in the
affairs of the nation. Indeed, it was esti-
mated that the Jews shared some 30%
of Poland’s national income. By 1937 some
250 periodicals and over 700 books were
being published annually by Poland’s
Jewish community.

All of this in spite of the fact that
the 1930’'s did witness a rise of anti-
Semitism in Poland. It manifested itself
in student efforts to enforce segregation.
at some universities, economic boycotts
in efforts to reduce Jewish preponderance
in commerce and sporadic violence, lim-
ited loss of life and destruction of some
Jewish property. On the whole, hardly
a picture of a persecuted and intimidated
minority.

And so we come to the holocaust of
World War I1. Again there is a significant
record of assistance which the Poles ren-
dered to the Jews. In face of the death
penalty imposed by the Germans (in Po-
land only) on anyone whe as much as
offered a Jew a piece of bread, thousands
of Jews were being hidden and fed in an
effort to save them from their Naz hench-
men—not as an act of heroism, but of
simple, human compassion.

Further (unique in the whole of occupied
Europe), an underground Council for Aid
to Jews, financed by the Polish Govern-
ment in Exile, had some 20,000 Jews
under its care. Simultaneously, the Polish
Government repeatedly warned the free
world of the impending disaster and ap-
pealed for Allied action to avert it. But
the free world, including some influential
Jewish leaders, wouldn't listen.

It is estimated that between 50,000 and
100,000 Jews survived the German geno-
cide in Poland, Of this total, compara-
tively few were liberated from concen-
tration camps. The rest owe their lives
to the assistance given them by Poles.

Anyone familiar with life in German-
occupied Poland knows that to provide
shelter, food or medical aid to one person
under conditions of total secrecy required
cooperation of several people. It is then
reasonable to estimate that at least a
quarter million Poles were actively in-
volved in efforts to assist the Jews to
survive, risking immediate execution.

The Jewish Historical Institute in War-
saw has identified (through 1968) 343 Poles
executed by the Nazis for aiding Jews.
No one really knows the exact number.

1P
1
a

Further, according to the Institute’s
records over 300 Poles and whole families
were decorated with Yad Vashem Memo-
rial Institute’s ““righteous among nations”
medal honoring people who helped Jews
during the Holocaust. During last spring’s
ceremonies commemorating the Ghetto

of the latter were executed
as traitors on orders of the Polish Under-
authorities.

is the question of arms
supplies to the Ghetto. It is a fact that
olish Home Army supplied only a

¥4

the Warsaw Uprising on August 1, 1344
over one year later, only approximately
10% of the Home Army membership of
about 40,000 carried scme weapon: &
carbine, revolver or a hard grenade. How
many could have been spared? And even
if twice, or three times more were sup-
plied, would it have effectively helped, or
just prolonged, the beroic struggis of
Jewish fighters?

Finally, it must be noled here, that
Polish Home Army undertook severs!
armed actions designed to hel}: the Ghetto
fighters, suffering at least eight dead and
several wounded.

Thus, the crucial question “Did the
Poles do all they could to belp the Jews ?"

But then, how do you help people who
are themselves resigned to passively ac-
cept their fate? In describing the hervic
efforts of the handful of Jewish fighters,
Mr. Elkins depicts the passive, resigned
attitude of the Judenrat-led Jewish Ghettos.

“And there was Warsaw,” he relates.
“Above all there was Warsaw, Here there
were eight hundred Jewish fighters, and
it took three times that many SS
and a hundred demolition experts, a bat-
tery of field artillery, and four tanks to
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POLISH — JEWISH...

But apparently the American Jews are
not interested in objective analysis. It is
gignificant, for instance, that two books
documenting help given Jews by Poles
(HE WHO SAVES ONE LIFE, Crown
Publishers and THE SAMARITANS: HE-
ROES OF THE HOLOCAUST, Twayne
Publishers) did not merit review in many
of the major American Jewish publica-
tions. Instead, theytoprdertovent
their frustrations in sweeping accusations
like those quoted at the

And finally, the 1968 purge of Jews
from the Communist hierarchy in Poland
which produced a new wave of anti-Polish
outcry on the part of the Jews of America.

It is a fact that, though the list of the
1968 purge Vlct:ms contained several Pol-
ish Communist leaders, the majority of
them were Jews. -

However, it must be pointed out that
Jews played a very prominent role in the
Communist Party of Poland:Hilary Minc,
virtual dictator of Poland’s economy;
Jakub Berman, confidant of Stalin and
until 1956 Vice Premier with overall re-
sponsibility for the Ministry of National
Security (no less notorious for its terrorist
activities than the Gestapo or the Soviet
NKVD); Berman's top lieutenants Rozan-
ski and Fejgin; Adam Schaff, chief party
theoretician; Jerzy Borejsza, czar of the
publishing field; Skrzeszewski and Modze-
lewski, both former ministers of foreign affairs.

These were some of the top Jewish
leaders of Polish Communism, Moscow-
trained members of the policy-making

's central committee, who were thus
responsible for the establishment of Com-
munism in Poland.

The Moscow oriented and Moscow di-
rected Communism ‘is anti-Jewish and
anti-Israel. Shouldn’t then these Jews,
dedicated Communists, who used their
ta]enlsandenergyinmesemueou‘:m-
munism, be criticized and condemned
rather than defended? In the same way
any good Pole condemns people like Bie-
rut, Gomulka, Moczar or Gierek. And in
all seriousness, why should this typical
Communist inter-party strife be pro-
claimed as a “traditional Polish anti-
Semitism ?"

Indeed, the sympethy and admiration
of the Polish people for the people of
Israel, which manifested itself very strong-
ly during and after the Six-Day war,
represented the spontaneous and true
feelings of Poles, causing considerable
embarrassment to the Polish Communists
who in conformity with the Soviet policy
denounced and broke off diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel.

Such, in a very brief outline, are the
two gides of the coin. As a Pole, I feel
a sense of accomplishment over the record
of almost ten centuries of Polish-Jewish
relations; a feeling muted only by the
realization that it came to an abrupt end

in s0 tragic and devastating circum-
stances.

As an American, I regret that continuous
recriminations and one-sided accusations
tend to perpetuate prejudice and divisive-

ness—s0 very harmful to the fabric of

today’s society.

® Note: The British Broadcasting Corpo-
ration eliminated this episode. Replying to
a memorandum from the Polish Veterans
of WW II Assoc. (SPK), Sir Michael Swann,
BBC’s Chairman of the Board of Gover-
nors wrote: “We were aware that scenes
in the film showing people in Polish Army
uniforms helping the Germans in various
ways (notably in the execution in the War-
saw Ghetto) were historically inaccurate
and they were, therefore, edited out before
the film was shown by the BBC.”
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August 9, 1979
Sherwood Sandweiss
Marc H. Tanenbaum

Thanks fbr your memo on the Jewish~Polish d1a1ogue.

- T would suggest that we extend an 1nvitation to Bob Jacobs, chairman
of our IAC.

In particular, I would suggest that we.invite George Szabad, who was born
in Poland. George has been collaborating with me in laydng plans for
organfzing a national conference of Polish Catholics and Jews examining
the interaction of both communities from historical, theological, and
sociological perspectives

If these suggestions are accepfable to you, I would be glad to talk to.
8ob and George directly. : S

Best wishes,

MHT:RPR

" cc: Hyman Bookbinder
- Irving Levine

/
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cc: Harold Applebaum
Eugene DuBow
Ira Silverman
Seymour Samet
David Roth
Will.Katz
Shula Bahat

date 2 t 2, 1979

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,

from Sherwood Sandweiss

to Hyman Bookbinder, Irving Levine

subject Jewish-Polish Dialogue at Orchard Lake College
Thursday, September 13, 1979

‘Chapter president Harold Gales has informed me of his discussion
with Dr. Gutowski at Orchard Lake College, that he had arranged
for the following people to be present with the three of you on
Thursday, September 13, beginning at 10:00 am, Orchard Lake
College campus, just outside Detroit:

Rev. Dr. Leonard Chrobot, president, St. Mary's Orchard Lake College
Dr. John Kromkowski, president, National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs
Dr. Eugene Kusielewicz, president, Kosciuszko Foundation, New York, N.Y.

Mr. Aloysius Mazewski, president, Polish American Congress &
: president, Polish National Alliance, Chicago

Rev. Dr. Ronald Modras, professor of Theology, St. Louis University
Dr. John Gutowski, Dean of St. Mary's Orchard Lake College

You will recall that we asked you earlier if you planned to invite the
respective chairpersons of your national committees, e.g. Emily Sunstein,
IPGI, Robert Jacobs, chairman of Interreligious Affairs (Miles Jaffe,.
past qhairman Interreligious Affairs and vice-president of AJC)._

' For Detroit we assume that chapter president Harold Gales and local
staff would be present. '

As Harold Gales pointed out earlier, the Polish leaders have indicated
a concern with defamation of Rolish people, the holocaust project in
America, and other issues of common concern.

Please respond at your earliest convenience indicating whether you have
any reservations on the program people mentioned for either the Polish
-community or our own AJC.

Finally, are there any things we should be doing in preparation, e.g.
hotel reservations-dates, etc.

Regards. : T

5)/\/
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1545 East 30th St. .
Chicazo, Il1. 60637

/7/(/77
iorman Podhorsatz
Editor, Cozmentary

New York, New York
Dear Mr. Podhorats:

I gm submitting the enclosed manuscript to you for publication
on recommenmdation of my friend and faculty advisor Professor Edward
Shils., He suzgested that I also send copies to Arnaldo Momigliano
and Saul Bellow. ' _

I am also sending a cory to Professor Paul eier of tals uni-
versity; he has read a draft of the eighty vpage mono§raph "Polish-
Jawish ﬁelations in Jewish Holocaust Historiography," from which
this essay is taken.

The essay 1s substantially complete although it is.din need of
some stylistic improvemsnt. I have tried to keep it to the shortest
length consistent with accuracy; it could easily bé expanded ~ if
required. .

All ﬁuggestigﬁiﬁﬂpuld be most welcome. - o

T et Lireee R ol e e S e . ?:,E%-“_;
 Many thanks and best wishes,

Sincerely,

g

Richard Adamiak

-#M‘:E——'_a_._r_—___:_"-:__‘ G . e e R sy i T _E-:—_?' -_.zr"'-:"-;l-:fl: '—::'-;'-



Lucy Dawidowicz's iar Against the Foles

Richard Adamiak

This is an analysis of the portrayal of wartime

Polish-Jewish relations in The War Azainst the Jews by

Lucy Dawidowicz, a work which is regarded as authoritative
‘and which has had a very wide distribution. First published
in 1975, it went to three printings in clothbound format and
has gone to at least four printings in paperbound. It met
with laudatory reviews in all quarters and was selected by
four bookclubs: Book-of-the-lMonth Clﬁh, History Book Club,
Commentary Library, Jewish Publication Society of America.
It is listed prominently in the bibliography of "A Viewer's
GuigeFEOJHOlOKAQSt" and was thus used to substantiate the
accufacy'of;;hepmovie "Holocaust®. The author is.a member
of the President's Commission on the Holocaﬁst. |
Nothwithstanding its other merits, the work's account

of Polish-Jewish relatives is highiy inaccurate. This is
the first thesis of this essay. The second thesis is that
its inaccuracies are attributable to the willful and syste-
matic suppression of important e;idence by the author. This
is a serious allegation. To remove any trace of ambiguity:
the claim is not that the author overlooked available sources,

but rather that she suppressed evidence in sources known to

her, referred to by her, and listed in her bibliography.



In'her preface the aﬁthor disavows-any_intgﬁtion to_
aaxke "moral ;qﬁgm:;f:" singce "thé Jews during the'Hslor?*-f
were, alas, merely human, saints and singérs. impgffect eafth-

lings". Since the.historian “can never quite know-men from
the inside"” the author will not judge, not even "the handful
of Jewish leaders who have been cha;ged.by survivors and
scholars with criminal behavior.” In short, she_ftried'to
présent what actually happened." 1 Not an Actonian position,
but surely a defeﬁsible one if implemented systematicéily.
But it'is.not; the Poles are judged, and the.evidencé in their
favor is supprgsséd. ;_ |

Por example, it is well known t6 Students.of the sub- -
ject that the official Polish underground Home Army supplied
few armés to the Jewish fighters of the-i9h3IWarsaw Ghetto
Revolt. The Question'is its motivation. jawidOQicz wfites
that when‘=hefJeWSgapplied to the Home Army for arms few
were=provided and “"the question was not jusf;ﬁiiita:y. buf_
political, and-it was éxacerbated by pandemic Polish anti-
'Semitism“.z' No military motive is given by Daw1dow1cz. although
she knew from at least one of her sources that there was
a real military motive. Accdrding to Vladka Meed's On Both

Sides of the ¥Wall, the Home Army “feared that the planned in-

surrection in the zghetto would spread to the Poles before the
time and conditions were pronitious“.BAccording to 2nother of he

Lucy DaﬂldOHLCZ. The var Azainst the Jews 1933-1945,
(New York: Holt, 1G675), xvii .

2Ibid, p. 319.

. HNladxa weed On_Both Sides of the .all trans. by
S. Meed (New York: 1979). p. 133.
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sources._ _Be'r -.;‘.-Iar‘:c'. +he aim of Amelewicz was not to dis in
the ghetto, But ﬁe spread the fight iato theleity propeb;

"he ahd the others hoped thet ell we:saw woﬁld fespeﬁe to .
the shots in the ghetto,'and revolt would spread tﬁrodéhout
the citj?.l ‘Thus the author knew what the military motive

was but she failed to state it giﬁihv the impression that
“pandemlc Pollsh anti-Semitism" aas the major facto She'
prov1des somewhat more 1nfo"matlon regardlng the polltlcal-
motive: the HOme Army agreed "to prov1de some arms 1f the

reSLStance orvanlzatlons would take a loyalty oath that in
the event of war between‘Poland and the ;ov1et Unlon, they

would not use those arms on the side of the Red Army."2

'Sy itself this eeems a pfeposterous demand, but the authof .

knew that the demand had some basis in experience. According-

—

to another of her sources,Emmanuel Ringelblum. there WwWas &

dramatlc d_mlnutlon of POllSh antL-Semltlsm on the eve of

..-u-

eeithe war)whlch contlnued after the outbreak:of hostxlltles:. ‘

“The feeling of harmony and cooperatlon in defence of the

country spread throughout all classes and strata of the

couptry.“3

ness as usual” even during this period. Also, the Germans

1 . . . - . ¢
Ber Mark, Uorising in the 'Warsaw Ghetto, trans. by

G. Freidlin. (New York: 1975), pp. 17,94-95; translation from

the 1963 Yiddish edition used by Dawidowicz.

Z4ar Azainst <he Jews, D- 319.'

JEmmanuel Ringelblum, Polish-Jewish Relatlons Durlqg
the Second World War, ed. by J. Kermish and S. Krakowski,
trans. by D. Allon and D. Dabrowska and D. Xeren (New York:
1976)a D. 25. '

for criminal elements among the Poles it was "busi-
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began an intedsive anti-Semitic campaign and “the anti- -
Semitic campaign'and.“the anti-Sémitic feélinés we:e'inﬁen--V
sified after the return of thousands of Poleslfroﬁ.the terri-_
tories that were first ocqu?ied Ey the Soviets and later'byr“
the Germans, with their 'stories of_atrocities' committed

by the N.K.V.D. (itself described as Jewish, of course);
atrocities like Xatyn, in spite of the many Jewish names on

the list of the victims...Mass pillage of Jewish shops and
' 1

homes began". And this was known to the author, as well "

as the fact that many Jews in Eastern Poland greeted the

Soviets very enthusiastically. e

By suppressing evidence known to her "pandemic Polish

anti-Semitism" stands forth as the motive sweeping all else

before it., Here is the reconstruction of Isaiah Trunk, based

_on the same evidence known to Dawidowicz:

: "The:military_leadership in the'occﬁpied country (i.e.,
" “the Home Army)held firmly to his policy of not aiding the

~ Jewish underground with arms, lgnorlng the. specific instruc--
 tions of General Wladyslaw Sikorski's staff in London...

One of the reasons for this policy was the general position
of the official leadership of the Polish underground durlng
this period, which was to avoid mass armed encounters with

- the German occupier at any price, its motto being "Wait with

your gun at your side."” It was afraid that an organized
Jewish uprising in the ghetto would svread and involve the
urban Polish pogpulation. Secondly, the ghetto had the repu-
tation in these circles of being a nest of Communist infil-
tration, and it was feared that arminz the ghetto would bte -
tantamount to arming Communist groups...Systematic of the
intensity of the Polish hatred of the Germans was the virtual
disappearance of surface anti-Semitic feelings during the
first embattled month of the war.,...But this buried anti-
Semitism soon surfaced again. The resurgence of open anti-
Semitism came atout mainly btecause of exaggerated and ten-
denticus reports avout the benavior of Jews in the 2astern

l1bid., pp. 39-40.

2Chaim Kaplan, Scroll of Agony (wew York, 1965),
PP- 49 50, 71, 77, 89- 90




vart of Poland CC»JPLEd by the Soviets. At the time of
the Soviet annexation, some Jewisn tovnunlsts nad benaved
in a tactless and even treacherous manner, indulzging in
triumphant greetings, infiltration into the Soviet occu- .
pation apparatus and informing to the HKVD on regional
Polish and Jewish bourgeois and Socialist leaders. In

. addition, the'Jewish population generally welcomed the

- Soviet occupation, which temporarily saved it from the
danger of falling under !asi rule, These facts were por-
trayed to the Polish population by returning refugees and
by the anti-Semitic, pro-Nazi, and right wing underground
press as proof of the old anti-Semitic slogan about
Zydo-Komuna(®Jewish Bolshevxxs")... There was also a

 third reason: the growing influence of reactionary and
anti-Semitic circles in the Polish underground movement
as the German-Soviet front began to move into Polish terri-
tory. This strenghtened anti-Soviet attitude was clearly
expressed after the Germans raised charges in 1943 of the
~Katyn Forest massacre, and the- breaking-off of Soviet-
Polish, diplomatic relatlons in the summer of 1943. 1 -

This same clear and accurate account could haVe been rendérgd d
by Dawidowicz on the basis'of evideﬁce anWn'to_hef. In |
addition, she knew that sevérai.Pblish fesistance groups,
including élements of the Home Army, undertdok_varipus actidns:
E%_-'-‘j“ 4o ald the Jewish fighters. Many of these are recérded by

'Mark wha is one of'her major sources; for example:

R e ™ . cotvim . ....w VR e N pan ttmE e et

The Polish groups of Major Iwanski provided it (The
Jewish Military Organization) with much weaponry and amu-

nition — especially grenades and machine guns. Such aid
was also received through another source: a Polish democratic
i underground organization called Arpand,"... On April 27,

"the heaviest fizhting of the day took place on Muranowski
Square...Significantly, there Poles fought side by side with
Jews...Twenty-four Jewish fighters were killed, among the
Poles, Iwanskl s brother, Waglaw was killed, and hls son
wounded. 2

Isaiah Trunk, Jewish ?esnoqses to Nazi Persecution
(New York, 1979), »p. B5,48.

Mark, Uprising, 58-5 9; for cther examples of
Polish assistance: co. -g 1T 2, 33, ¥9, &, 51, 73-5,

86, 93-95, 105-05, 117_112.




This, aud auch aore, was Wnown
she suppressed it all.

This patterh of suppression is systematic. - ?or.
example, she devotes over 100 pages, about one quarter of
her book, to life in the ghetto. For this one of her major

sources is Ringelblum's Notes from the Warsaw Ghetto. About

‘thirty of its entries bear directly on Polish-Jewish relations
during the ghetto period; most of them portray the Poles
favorably, in whole or in part:

"Nowodoski and other anti-Semitic lawyers are in prison
because of the Jews. They were called in and asked what
their attitude was toward the Jews. Replied that the
question was no longer a current issue." 1

"Heard that,when Posen was taken and the Jews evicted,
the Polish populace accompanied them, particularly the
old folks, with tears in their eyes. In Lodz on
the other hand, there was no 2vidence of any sympathy from
the Pelish porulace when the Jews were veing driven into

- the- Gl :tto." 2

--“%***--;’Euﬁaa-4a~'ﬁany Jews give their things to Ghristians to hide for
oo mse s e meesi-them; " but frequently the peoplethey have given them to "~
don't wish to return them”": 3

"Heard a nunber of instances of Polish customers sending
packages with mesans of substance to the Jewish merchants
they used to deal with... The packages are in rayvment of
the debts they owe to the merchants. Heard moving stories
in this connection". 4 :

"Saw this scene today: Students from Xonarski‘'s high ?)
school are beating Jews on the street. A few Christings
stand up against them and a crowd gathers. These are very
frequent occurrences, where Christians take the sides of
Jews against attacks by hoodleams. That wasn't so before
the war." 5 '

lNotes from the Warsaw Ghetto (New York: 1974), p. 36,

21bid., p. %5; 3Ibid., P. 523 uIbid., p. 67.

5Ibid., p. 638;
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"The rLghteous Gentile cursed out the’ Polish police
chief Crochow S0r pabting the Halutzim in prison; mads
him personally resvonsible if a hair of thair heads was
touchad. Bought a Dutch cow for them. Has great feeling

for the Jews who work on the ‘land.” 1

"On the first day after the Chetto was closed, many
Christians bouzht bread for their Jewish acquaintances
and friends. This was a mass pnenomenon." 2

"Heard that here have been demonstrations in the
last few days in pollsh cities, the demonstratdor's'. slogan
'No Jews in Warsaw. But heard at the same time that ser-

mons have been preached in all the churches urging Christians

to forget their misunaerstandings with the Jews. On the
contrary, the Jews are to be pitied because they are lm—*
mured behind walls." 3 :

"Heard from a Jew in Glownow, that the peasants hid the
local Jews for the whole winter; there wasn't a single
case of a Jew coming into a v1llage and leavxng without
a sack of potatoes.” 4

“Mr. Isaac estimates the percentage of salgt;v Gentlles
in Starograd at 95 percent.” 5

This is a representative sample, and the reader may easily
verify it. Not even one of these was included by Dawidowicz

in her IEdgthy portrazt of ghetto lifes alL,are systematlcally _'

“nsuppreased in favor of* pandemic-Polish ant1-Sem1tlsm S SRE

also knew from Vladka Meed that Ringelblum himself was later
rescued from Trawniki by one Pole and hidden by another Pole
who.was also hiding thirty other_Jews.é ._She «new from the

same source, and from others, that-“Décrees were iésued.several

times on the Aryan side threatenlng the Poles with heavy prlson
11bid., p. 765 “Ibid., p. 86;
Jrvid.. p. 117 ‘rvid., p. 137
5Tvid., p. 170.

®Both Sides of the Wall, pp. 209-210.
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sentences or capital punishment for niding ._I_ews. voluntarily, )
' facilitating their escape, or affording them aid of any_kind."1
Surely this measure is curious in a land of “pandemic anti- -
Semitism”. She also kXnew that the death penalty had been

inflicted on Poles for aiding Jews. She xnew all thls from :
several of. her sources ‘yet sunpressed all .

She alsq had at her disposal, and used, gignggggggggyﬁ;_
Nations, edited by W. Bartoszewski and Z. Lewin_(London.'L969).
The former was'a member of the Council for Aid'td the Jews
and was awarded the “nghteous Among the Natlons of +he Morld"
medal by Yad Vashem Lewin was one of the Jews saved.

In hls valuable 1ntroduct10n to angelblum s Pollsh--

Jewish Relations, Joseph Kermish descrlbes this work: Riahuﬂous An
Egiiggg"constltutes the first serious, documented attemnt
in Polish historical literaturs to present to the reader
the efrfort made by part of the Polish public to extend
- --ald to the Jewish population...the editors had recourse,
first and foremost, to the testimony, memoirs and accounts
N R of Jews who were helped, in one fashion or anotherl by i B s
%T‘f“*”'“"“%""“f“PoIes. 2 T . : - .

Daw1d0w1cz not only did not present even a _Shred of the
ev1dence contained in. this compllatlon. but dlsnarared the
work in a footnote as "a complacently tendentious and self-
serving work".3 ‘ |

These are Zif=e representati{re- sampless fro_tn the 800 page ﬁcrk:
- - _ _ .
Ibid., p.1l52.

ZRingelblum, Pelish-Je#isg Re]gﬁtnns Do xixi.
33Daw1dow1c=, War _ga“gij the Jews, p. h35.
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"Monsignor Godlewski...once a militant anti-Semitic,
a priest professing anti-Semitism in sermons and in
writing, but when fate made him an e2yewitness to the
abysmal depths of Jewish oppression and squalfor he
cast away his former attitude and deicated the whole
~ardor of his prestly heart to the Jewish cause." 1

"The death penalty for hiding or helping a Jew took
effect in 1942...people ifound guilty of sheltering or
helping a Jew were usually executed on the spot, without
a trial, beaten to death in Jail, or ‘hanged publicly.“ 2

"When everybody was on the traln, they closed and o
sealed the wagons and put guards around them. The wretched -
people in the wagons, crowding and frying in the heat of .
the sun, implored the merciless guards to bring them water.
But these could not be moved by human suffering. On one
occasion a man came out of a group of Poles watching a
scene; he was holding a receptacle of water in his hand
and was coming up to the wretched, penned up people in
the wagons. An SSman noticed him, pointed his gun at him
and fired. This man, unable to watch people suffering from
extreme thirst, wanted to help them, but he was killed." 3

"Michael Klus, a policeman functioning in Cracow and,
at the same time, member of the Home Army's counter-
intelligence, was arrested and killed by the Nazis for
procur*ﬂg forged documents for hldlng Jews." L

"All of the above are from Jewlsh accountsmL*The author 8.

L~ . ma L e S

suppression of evidence extend to even 1solated details. She

states:

"At the time the ZZK was being formed, Jan Karski,

- the liason officer between the underground in Poland and
the Polish government-in-exile, met with Leon Feiner, :
Bund leader on the "Aryan" side, and with an unidentified

* Zionist leader. Karski wanted to get information about
the fate of the Jews which he would bring to the POllsh
and Allied govermments.” 5

_ 1Righteous Among Nations, p. 333

21pbid., p. 601. Ibid., p. 595; *Ibid., p. 603.

5 Dgwidowics, War Against the Jews, pp. 377-18.
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Her source is Karski's Story of a Secret State (1944).

She syppresses the fact that he visited, at grave risk,

the ghetto and death camp at 3elzec, to be able to give

a first-hand account and thus be better prepared to

arouse support. She also omits/;;zting in London with
Bundist Arthur Zygelboim, althouzh she records the latter's

suicide.

'Another cléar example:

“"About 30,000 Jews lived as 'Aryans' in the cities —
half in Warsaw — disguised, on fake papers, exposed to
denunciations and extortions by Folish blackmailers." 1

But she suppresses the fact that most of these were
being hidden by Poles, also subject to blackmail and

denunciation.

Dawidowicz refuses to judge the Jews who were accused

Uy tpe;r own of crlmlnal behavior. Butsshe: has no com-

=l
T B o T A St I

S g ““pﬂﬁﬁtion abouf‘judglng the Poles, finding them guilty

of "pandemic Polish anti-Semitism", while systematically -
suppnssing all evidence which would prove that charge
false., It remains a mystery that she would run the risk
of destroying her reputation by such unscrupulous methodse.
Inadvertent omissions of evidenCE‘occur in all research,
but the.systematic suppression of evidence is a rare

event, and a parlous one, especially so in this case

because of the edifying character of the evidence suppressed.

- 1p. 340,
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Jewish Amefiééh?Polish Americéﬁ.Natioﬁal Méeting ;;mééiiéﬁbér i§, 1979;“15}00_AM”“* i

Co-Sponsored by the American Jewish Committee and Saint Mary's College

Agenda:
9:45 A.M. Reception, Coffee and Doughnuts
10:00 A.M., Call tc COrder
Co-Chairmen: Rev. Leonard F, Chrcbot, President
Saint Mary's College
Harold Gales, President, Detroit Chapter
American Jewish Committee
Introduction of Participants
Discussion Itens:

1. Anti-Defamation Efforts;
2. Holocesust Issues, Observances, and Studies;

11:50 A.M, ZILunch -- Faculty Dining Foom
12:30 P.M. Briei Tour of Csmpus

1:00 P.M. Resumption of Meeting

3:00 P.M, Adjournment

3:15 P.M. Campus Tecur

4:0C P.M. Cocktail Reception

6:00 P.M. Dinner -- Faculty Dining Room

§:00 P.¥. Ognisko Studenckie {Student Campfire)
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schard lake, MI IOOH

Jffice of the Dean

August 1, 1979

Mr. Harold Gale ' >
President, Detroit Chapter, American Jewish Committee x|
163 Madison Avenue : ¥
Detroit, Michigar. 8226 ' : FE ':

: ] 'y

Dear Mr. Gale,

_ b
With reference to our previous discussions and plans for a national level ¢
of Jewish-Polish dialogue, the following arrangements have been made: _ 'ﬁ
' ' 3

The meeting will be held on September 13, 1979 at St. Mary's College,
Orchard Lake, in the Walnut Room of the Castle. The initial meeting
will begin at 10:00 A.M., followed by lunch at 12:00 in the campus
Dining Hall. After lunch we will return to the Castle for further

]

discussion which may occupy most.of the afternoon.

1.

Invitations have been extended to and accepted by the following Polish
American leaders: .
. . |

Reverend Dr. Leonard Chrobot
President, St. Mary's College
Orchard Lake, Michigan b )

Dr. John Kromkowski
President, National Center for Urban Ethnic Affn.ira

Washington, D.C.

Dr. Bugene Kusielewicz
President, The Kofciuszko Fcundation

New York, New York
Mr. A]_oygiua Mazewski Mr. Leonard Wolentznowicz, Exec. Dir.

President, Polish-American Congress Polish-American Congress
President, Polish National Alli&nce Washington, D.C. | ‘

Chicago, Illinois ;

Revere_nd Dr. Ronald Modz-é.s - _ ' ' L
Professor of Theology .- ' j
St. Louis University

.;..,‘.St._.- Louis, Missouri

o

| l

) R T . pr, Andrew Ehrenkreutz . ' f
5/ Al B S " North American Center of Polish Studiei
%o SIS g T e w4 Unlver51ty of Michigan : 3



3. Agenda items will include:

A. Holocaust Issues
B. Anti Defamation Activity
C. Human Rights Issues

We are making good progress in this vital area of mutual group concern.
I look forward to further cooperaticn with you and pray that our meeting
will bear its intended fruits. '

Sincérely yours,

A e S

Dr. John A. Gutowski
Dean of the College

JAG : mbk

|
|
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|



st. mary’s collége

ORCHARD LAKE, MICHIGAN 48033 ® 313-682-1885 @ 313-963-8075

Office of the President

Jewish American/Polish American National Meeting -- September 13, 1979, 10:00 AM

Co-Sponsored by the American Jewish Committes and Seint Mary's College

Agenda:
9:45 A.M. Rsception, Coffee and Doughnuts
10:00 A.M. Call to Order
Co-Chairmen: Rev., Leonard F. Chrobot, President
Saint Mary's Ccllege
Harcld Geles, President, Detroit Chapter
Anerican Jewish Committee
Introduction of Participants
Discussion Itens:
1. Anti-Defamation Efforts;
2. Holoceust Issues, Observances, and Studies;
3. Promotion of World-Wide Human Rights.
11:50 A.M. Iunch -- Faculty Dining Rocm
12:30 P.M. ZErief Tour of Campus
1:00 P.M., Resumption of Meetin
M., Adjournment
3:1% P.M, Compus Tour
M, Coclktail Reception

6:00 2.M. Dirner -- Faculiy Dining Roon

S:00 P.M. Ogniske Studenckie {(Studsnt Uampfire)



JEWISH AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS

t/ Robert Amberg, Vice-President

Detroit Chapter, American Jewish Committee
Chairman, Domestic Affairs Committee

Marge Alpern, - Treasurer

" Detroit Chapter, American Jewish Committee

Chairperson, Interreligious Affairs

Hyman Bookbinder
Washington Representative
American Jewish Committee

Harold Gales, Chairman
Detroit Chapter, American Jewish Committee
Meeting Co-Chairman

Miles Jaffe, Vice-President

" American Jewish Committee

Irving Levine, Director
American Jewish Committee Institute on
Pluralism and Group Identity

David Roth
American Jewish Committee Institute on
Pluralism and Group Identity

Sherwood Sandweiss, Area Director
Michigan Chapter, American Jewish Committee
Meeting Recorder

George Szabad, Member
American Jewish Committee Netional Board
of Governors

Rabbl Marc Tanenbaum, Director
American Jewish Committee Interreligious
Affairs Department

POLISH AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS

/ Rev. Leonard F. Chrobot, President
Saint Mary's College
Meeting Co-Chairman

Andrew Ehrenkreutz
North American Center for Polish Studies
Ann Arbor, Michigan

\/ John Gutowski, Dean
Saint Mary's College

John Kromkowski, President
National Center for Urban Ethnie Affairs

Washington, D.C.

J L g
\/ Eugene Kusie’lewicz, President
Kosciuszko Foundation
New York City, New York

-,/ Rev. Ronald Modras, Professor
Saint ILouis University
-Saint Louis, Missouri

/ leonard Walentynowicz, Executive Director
sh American Ccngress
Washington, D.C.
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ORCHARD

LAKE scoors SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE

orchard lake, M1 48034

. Office of the Dean

August 1, 1979

Mr. Harold Gale

President, Detroit Chapter, American Jewish Committee
163 Madison Avenue

Detroit, Michigan Uu8226

Dear Mr. Gale,

With reference to our previous discusaions and plans for a national level
of Jewish-Polish dialogue, the following arrangements have been made:

1-

The meeting will be held oqueptembér 13, 1979 at St. Mary's College,
Orchard Lake, in the Walmut Room of the Castle. The initial meeting -
will begin at 10:00 A.M., fol;awed by lunch at 12:00 in the campus
Dining Hall. After lunch we will return to the Castle for further
discussion which may occupy most of the afternoon.

Invitations have been extended: to and accepted by the following Polish
American leaders:

Revereia Dr. Leonard Chrobot
President, St. Mary's College
Orchard Lake, Michigan

Dr. John Kromkowski y
. President, National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs

Hashington, D.C.

Dr. Bugene Kusielewici' ,
President, The Kofciuszko Foundation
New York, New York

Mr. Aloysius Mazewski

President, Polish-American Congress
President, Polish National Alliance
Chicage, Illinois

' Reverend Dr. Ronald Modras °

Professor of Theology -
St. Louls University




3. Agenda items will include:

A. Holocsust Issues
B. Anti Defamation Activity
C. Human Rights-Igsues

‘We are making good progress in this vital area of mutusl group céncern.
I look forward to further cooperation with you and pray that our meeting
will bear its intended fruits.

Sincerely yours, : ;
Dr. John A. Gutowski

Dean of the College

JAG : mbk
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Room 620
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RTH ASHLAND AVENUE
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i

PHONE (312) 252.5737 .

April 21, 1978

Mr. Juliar E. Kulas, Chairman

- The Helsinki Monitoring Committee of Chicago

c/o American Jewish Committee
55 East Jackson Blvd., Suite 1870
Chicago, Illirois 60604

Lear Mr. Kulas:

Cr. Morelewski told me of your irterest in the legislation

. to establish an Irstitute for Humar Fights and Freedom.

Fnclosed please fird copry of the Frnglish translation of
my article on the subject, as well as of my letter to
Congressman [ante Fascell, expresing wy concern over the
apparent exclusior of natlonalify organizations in this
courtry from close cooprration in the .implementation of
this legislation.

At least two of them : P.A.C. and the Czechoslovak Natioral
Gurcil of America requested an opportunity to testify

" in support of this legislation, to no avail.

Congratulations on becoming permarent Chairman of the
Cormittee. I hope that it develors irto en effective
instrument in our endeavors.

Best regards,.

MR

Kazimierz Lukomski
‘Vice ‘President

N CONGRESS, Inc.
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NATIONAL OFFICE

" 1200 NORTH ASHLAND AVENUE

CHIcAGO, ILLINOIS 60622

PHONE (312 252.5737

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

1028

CONNECTICUT AVE., N. W

Room 620

WASHINGTON. D. C, 20036

Hon, Dante B. Fascell, Chairman
Subcormmittee on International Operations
Committee on International Relations

House of Represenrntatives
Wa Shington, D. CQ 2051 5

Dear Mr, Fascell:

PHoNE (2020 296-001 E

April 20, 1978

¥

)

Enclosed please find English translation of my article
discussing legislation to establish an Institute for Buman

Rights and Freedom, which was published in the Polish language .

press -in this country esrly in April. I will appreciate it
if you will include it in the hearing record on H.R. 11326.

I regret, that the Polish American Congress, as H?ll as other
organizations representing nationality groups in this courtry,

did not have an opportunity to testify in support of this

important legislation.

As provided in the Eill, the Institute's objective will be
to ® provide assistance to non-governmental organizations
and individuals thast promote human rights and furdamental
freedoms in foreign countries® It is my understanding then,

"~ that the Institute's major efforts will be directed towards

countries of Fastern Europe. I believe that it would be

‘Sincerely,

Fazimierz Iukomski
Vice Fresident

.

. counter-productive if close liaisen and cooperation with
- representative organizations long active in supporting
human rights movements in these countries is not established.

POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS, Inc.
l .




NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THF S”HUGGLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

- - -

-----—-- .----—--_——-—-_.-_--q--_--_----—---.-q---——-----—'--l'--——-—--——-——-u-——-

[Translation of an article written by P,A.C. vice - prssidentg Zg‘ct(a (C&lcnjc")

K. Lukomski published in the Polish language press/

34.3-7%

A bill to establish an Institute for Human Rights and Freedom ® to
promote respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in foreisn countries™ has been recently introduced in the
U.S. Coneress. It is sponsored by Congressman Dante Fascell,
Gairman of the congressional Comrmission on Security and Cooperation
in Furope. As is well known, thr Commission performed a valuatle
task during the preparatory work prior to the Belgrade Conference,
assembl ing materials and documentation concerning violations of -
buman rights and civil liberties by Pussia and thr satellite
countrirs of Fastern Furops. Polish Arerican Congress, which
supported establishment of the Commission, later submitted extensive
documentation relative to developments in Poland at a special .
meeting of the Commission last May.

According to the proposal, the Institute®s objrctive would te to
®provide assistance to nongovernmertal organizations and individuals
that promote human rights and fundemental freedoms in foreign

" countries by means consistent with the United Nations Charter and

other national obligations of the United States? The Institute
would be authorized to ® sponsor, conduct and provide assistance
for conferences, seminars, and other meetings on bhuman rights and
fundamertal freedoms in foreign countries®; " provide assistance
for the publication and dissemination in foreign countries of books
and other written workd, and for display ... of artistic works,
which have been supressed for political reasons ®; " provide .
assistance to nongovernmental organizations which support victims
/and families of victims/ of political persecution by foreign
governments ®; ™ provide financial support for nongovernmental
organizations in the United States that furnish assistance for
legal defence of buman rights ard fundamental freedoms in foreign
countries "; etc,

The till provides, that any assistance must be provided openly,
consistent with laws of particular foreign countries, and with
the consent of the receipient. Managment of the Institute would
be vested in a board of directors consisting of seven members
appointed by the Presidernt with the advice and consent of the
U.S. Senate. Proposed armual budget of the Institute would be

5 million dollars, .

-y o = ——
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Estatlishment of the Irstitute would manifest long = term cormitment of
this country ir the cause of human rights and fundamental freedoms. )
® The pursuit of this cause is not an ideological luxury cruise with no
practical port of call ®, stated Deputy Secretary of State Warren
Ghristopher ir a speech before the American Bar Association, "™ Our
idealism and our self - intrrest coincide., Widening the circle of
countries which share our bhuman rights values is at the very core of our
security interests. Such nations make strong allies, Their commitrent to
~ human rights gives them ar inner strength and stability which causes.
them to stand stpadfastly with us on the most difficult issues of our
time ¢ .

The vital significance of huran rights in the context of search for
lastirg peace was aptly stated at the Belgrade Conference by a member
of the U.,S, delreation, prof. Joyer Hughes, ™ If basic human richts of
every citizen of every ration are not observed, there can be no lasting
prace; there can be no permanent security; there can be no real
coopsration among nations °, she said, :

The struegpgle for basic rights and freedoms is being waged incessantly
in countries ruled by cormmunist dictatorships and dominated by Pussia.
According to well informed American diplomat, the forces of freedom

in these countries are gaining in significance. In Poland, he observed,
indrperdent movements like the Social Self = Defence Committee - KOR
and thr Committee for the Defence of Human and Civil Rights /ROPCIO/
enjoy an ever broader measure of popular support. In addition, inde-
prndent movements are being formed at Polish universities,

Recognizing the vital importance of these movements, which in the
countries ruled bty cormmunist dictatorships represent voices of democratic
opposition, the proposal aims to provide them with critically needed
assistance. There i1s little doubt that Americar Poloria will support

this proposal,

The initiative to create the Irstitute coineides with the conclusion of
the infamous Belerade Conference, It should have been obvious, of course,
that Eelprade will corstitute orly the tegirning of the long and _
tortous struegle leading to eventual establishment of universal recogni-
tion and rrspect for human rights, The is no doubt that Ambassador
Goldterg's forthright denounciation of their flagrant violations bty
Fussia and her satellite regimes in Eastern Furope played an important
role ir mobilizing American people in their cause. This in itself
represents a significant achieverernt, Establishrent of the Institute

will represent the next, important development in the continuing strueple.
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Kazimierz Lukomski
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Nowy Etap Walki
o Prawa Ludzkie

Kongres Stanéw Zjedn. Inicjuje Powolanie
Instytutu Praw Ludzkich

" W Kongresie Stanéw Zjednoczonych
wniesiony zostal projekt ustawy o po-
wolaniu Instytutu Praw Ludzkich i
Wolnoéci (Institute for Human Rights
and Freedom), ktérego celem bedzie
“‘Popieranie poszanowania f stosowa-
nia praw ludzkich i podstawowych
wolnosci w krajach zagranicznych”.
Projekt zostal zlozony przez kongr.
Dante Fascell, przewodniczacego kon-

. gresowej Komisji dla Spraw Bezpie-

-.czenstwa i WspBlpracy Europejskiej.

Jak wiadomo, Komisja . ta odegrala
duzg role w przygotowaniach do kon-
. ferencji belgradzkiej gromadzac ma-
- terialy i dokumentacje na temat gwal-
-cenia praw ludzkich i swobdd oby-
watelskich w Rosji i krajach sate-
lickich Europy Wschodniej. Miedzy
innymi, Kongres Polonii Amerykafi-

-skiej, ktéry wydatnie przyczynil sig

do utworzenia Komisji, przedstawil
jej obszerne materialy dotyczace sy-
tuacji w Polsce na specjalnej sesji
~w Waszyngionie w maju ub.r,
Wedlug projektu obecnie przedsta-
-wionego w Kongresie zadaniem In-
-stytutu bedzie ‘“‘udzielanie pormocy

oré;anzzécjo 'auu.. bto 4owym ]OSQ-.'

g bom,mﬁymdualnym w krajach zagra-
nicznych, ktére popieraj prawa ludz-
kie i podstawowe wolnosci”. Pomoc
ta wyrazalaby sie m. innymi przez
- sponsorowanie i organizowanie kon-
ferencji i zebran poswigconych zaga-
dnieniom praw ludzkich w krajach
_zagranicznych; pomoc w zakresie wy-
dawania i dystrybucji w krajach za-
-granicznych ksigzek i innych pism,
-oraz przestawiania dziel sztuki, kté-
‘re sg zakazane ze wzgledéw polity-
“cznych; pomocy organizacjom Spo-

. lecznym opiekujacym si¢ w krajach

zagranicznych ofiarami prze$iado-
wan i ich rodzinami; oraz pomocy
finansowe] dla organizacji spolecz-
nych w Stanach Zjednoczonych, kté-
re prowadzg akcje pomocy prawnej
w obronie praw ludzkich i podsta-
wowych wolnoSci w kra;ach zagra-
nicznych.

Projekt ustawy slusznie postana-
wia, ze wszelka pomoc udzielana
w krajach zagranicznych bedzie udzie-

lana jawnie, zgodnie z prawami da-

nego kraju i tylko za zgoda orga-
nizacji lub oséb z niej korzystajg-
cych. Zarzad Instytutem spoczywaé
ma w rekach Dyrekejl skladajacej’
sie z siedmiu czlonkéw mianowanych
za zgods Senatu przez Prezydenta“
Stanéw Zjednoczonych. Projekt usta-
wy przewiduje roczny budzet Instytu-
tu w sumie 5 milionéw dolaréw.
* kK

Utworzenie Instytutu bedzie wai-
nym posunigciem Swiadczacym o diu-
gofalowym i rzeczowym zaangazowa-

_niu sig Stanéw Z;ednoczon}ch W za-
gadnienia praw ludzkich i swob6d

obywatelskich. “Popieranie tego za-
gadnienia nie jest luksusem ideolo-
gicznym bez praktycznego znacze-
nia”, o$wiadezyl! w niedawnym prze-
moéwieniu na konwencji Amerykaf-
skiego Stowarzyszenia Prawnikéw,
(America Bar Association) Warren
Christopher, zastgpca Sekretarza Sta-
nu. ‘Nasz idealizm jest zbiezny 2z
‘naszymi interesami. Poszerzajacy sig
zespit krajéw, ktére podzielajg nasze
wartoéciowanie praw ludzkich stano-
wi podstawe naszego bezpieczefistwa.
Takie kraje sg silnymi sojusznika-
mi”.

Role praw ludzkich w odniesieniu
do zagadniefi trwalego pokoju uwypu-
klila doskonale delegatka Stanéw Zje-
dnoczonych na konferencje w Bel-
gradzie, prof. Joyce Hughes, stwier-
‘dzajge w przméwieniu na sesji ple-
narnej konferencji, ze “jak dlugo
prawa ludzkie kazdego czlowieka, w
kazdym kraju nie s3 przestrzegane,
nie moze byé¢ diuglotrwalego pokoju;
nie moze byé trwalego bezpieczen-
stwa; nie moze byé rzeczywistej wsp@-
pracy pomigdzy narodami.

Zasadnicza walka o podstawowe
prawa i wolnoSci rozgrywa sie dzié
w krajach poddanych dyktaturze ko-
mumstyczne] i hegemonii Rosji. Jak
to ocenia jeden z dobrze polnformo-
wanych dyplomatéw amerykanskich,
$rodowiska wolnoSciowe w tych kra-
jach wzmagaja swoje znaczenie. W
odniesieniu do Polski twierdz on, ze
érodowiska niezaleine, takie jak Sa-
mopomoc Spoleczna — KOR i Ruch
Obrony Praw Ludzkich i Obywatel-
skich (ROPCi0Q), zyskujg coraz szer-
sze wplywy i poparcie ze strony

spoteczenstwa. W dodatku, na wszyst-
kich niemnal uczelniach powstajg nie-
~ zalezne ugrupowania mlodziezy aka- -

demickiej, oraz mnezy sie prasa nie
podlegajaca cenzurze.

Projekt ustawy o powolaniu Insty-

tutu Praw Ludzkich i Wolnosci wycho-
dzi wigc ze slusznego zalozenia, ze
te wladnie Srodowiska, reprezentuja-
ce demokratyczng opozycje w kra-

jach dyktatury komunistycznej, wy- .
_magajq z naszej strony poparcie i

wspbldzialania. Nie ulega watpliwo-
$ci, ze polonia masowo poprze te

inicjatywe widzac w niej instrument -

pomocy dla Srodowisk wolnosciowych
w Polsce.

Inicjatywa powolania Instytutu
zbiega sig z nieslawnym zakoficze-
nlem konferencji w Belgradzie, Od
poczatku bylo jednak oczywistym, ze

Belgrad stanowié begdzie tylko po-
‘§redni etap na dlugiej drodze pro-

wadzacej do powszechnego poszano-
wania praw i godnosci czlowieka. Nie
ulega watpliwoSci, Ze zwlaszeza w
pierwszej fazie, mocne stanowisko
delegacji amerykanskiej, ktérej prze-
wodzil amb. Goldberg, uwypuklilo
dramatycznie wobec opinii krajow
zachodnich jaskrawe gwalcenie tych

.praw przez dyktatury bloku sowiec-

kiego. Stanowilo to nlewgtpliwie osig-

gnigeie. Utworzenie Instytutu bedzie -

dalszym, wainym krokiem, na tej
dtugiej drodze. -

Od Redakeji: Listy popierajace pro-
jekt ustwy nalezy wysylaé do kon-
gresmandéw: Hon. (imig i nazwisko),
M.C., House of Representatives, Wa-
shington, D.C. 20015; oraz do sena-
toréw: Hon. (imig i nazwisko), United
States Senator, Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20010.
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The American Center for Polish Culture (212) 734-2130

May 9, 1979

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Director, Interreligious Affairs
American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street

New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

I was pleased to learn that the leaders of the
American Jewish community have met with His Holiness,
Pope John Paul II, a close friend of our Foundation.
type of initiative is extremely important if we are to
improve relations between Christians and Jews.

This

I was somewhat taken aback, however, by your reference
to anti-Semitism which existed in Poland since the 17th
century. During the 17th century, there was an uprising
against the Poles, led by Bogdan Chmielnicki. During that
uprising, many Jews were killed, largely because they
remained loyal to Poland. More Poles were killed in that
uprising than Jews. It is unfair to claim that the Poles
were the authors of that uprising. Yet, publication after
publication that appears in the Jewish community refers to
that fact. One of the most recent studies published by a
Jew at Harvard University, points to the actual nature of
that event. Sometimes stereotypes secure such wide circula-
tion that we begin believing them. This is not to say that
there was a great deal of friction between the Polish Christian
and the Polish Jewish community. Unfortunately, this is
emphasized, and the positive side of that experience is 1gnored
I refer particularly to Polish assistance provided to Jews
during World War II. We helped to publish one such book by
Wladyslaw Bartoszewski, The Samaritans: Heroes of the Holo-
caust, several years ago. It€ author, Wladyslaw Bartoszewski
is a hero of the Yad Vashim. He has a tree planted in recog-
nition of his services. Strange, but only one Jewish publica-
tion in the United States bothered to review his book. The
rest ignored it completely. Another such work is Colonel
Iranek Osmecki's: He Who Saves One Life, the introduction
to which was written by Dr. Joseph Lichten, a national officer
of B'nai B'rith. Not one Jewish publication in the United
States reviewed this work, not even the official publications

of B'nai B'rith.

ARE.YOU A MEMBER OF THE KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDAT.\‘ON?



Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
Page two
May 9, 1979

Is it an oversight that the positive is almost
completely excluded in Jewish publications, with only
the negative being presented? 1Is it no wonder for Polish
Americans to react with hostility to members of the Jewish
community when Congressman Rosenthal of Queens launches
into a tirade against Clement Zablocki, prior to the man's
appointment to head the House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
virtually accusing him of anti-Semitism, despite a dis-
tinguished record in trying to promote better relations
between Poles and Jews? And what of Senator Weicker!s =
comments on Zbigniew Brzezinski, accusing him of being an
anti-Semite, simply because he disagreed with the official
Israeli position on the Arab-Israeli talks?

I do hope that somehow we can find ways of pointing
to the positive, as well as the negative. Neither one nor
the other should be forgotten, because both are part of our
common heritage. When one presents only one side, one
distorts. We have seen what happens when this is the case,
nowhere more clearly than in Europe in the period prior to
and during World War II.

With every best wish, I remain
Cordially yours,

Ny W

Eugene Kusielewicz
President



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

df,h‘e June 21, 19'?9

to;;abbi Marc Tanéﬁﬁhuﬁ} Hyman Bookbinder, Irving Levine

jforn Harold Gales, President, Detroit Chapter

subject Preliminary Planning for Meeting with Polish-
: American Community National Leadership.

I have been in touch with Father Leonard Chrobot, president of

St. Mary'!s College at Orchard Lake, Michigan, which is a national
center for Polish Studies. September 13th and 14th are the dates
that have been set aside for the meeting. Either one of these

days, depending upon participants' schedules, can be:chosen. Father
Chrobot feels that the St. Mary's setting is the most appropriate
place.

Father Chrobot and I, in discussing a tentative agenda, agreed that
two items would be important: 1) a discussion of Polish-American
involvement in Holocaust observances and studies, and 2) anti-
defamation efforts on the part of both the Polish-American community
to dispel anti-Semitic perceptions and on the part. of the American
Jewish Committee to dispel anti-Polish perceptions.

I feel very strongly that it would be wise to have AJC lay leadership
involved. The possibilities that I can think of are Maynard Wishner,
Robert Jacobs, Emily Sunstein, and of course, if he would be willing,
Richard Maass.

Please let me have your reactions as soon as possible.

Y

HG/bm '
cc: Shula Bahat
Selma Hirsh
Seymour Samet
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DETROIT CHAPTER ¢ 163 Madison Avenue e Detroit, Michigan 48226 ¢ (313) 965-3353

September 7, 1979

TO: AJC Participants in:our_Dialogue with Polish-American Leaders
"FROIM: ‘ﬁarold Gales, Preéident, Detroit Chapter

To recap: Our meeting is scheduled on Thursday, September 13, at St. Mary's
®llege, Orchard Lake, lichigan. We will begin at 10:00 am. '

~ The participants from the Polish-American community will be:

Rev. Dr. Leonard Chrobot, president, St. Mary‘’s Orchard Lake College; Dr. -
John Kromkowski, president,; MNational Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs; Dr,

. Eugene Kusielewicz, president, Kosciuszko Foundation, N.Y.; Mr. Aloysius
Mazewski, president, Polish-American Congress and president, Polish National
Alliance, Chicago; Rev. Dr. Ronald Modras, professor of Theology, St. Louis
University; Dr. John Gutowski, Dean of St. Mary's Orchard Lake College.

The final list of AJC participants will be:

Robert Amberg, vice-president, Detroit Chapter, chairman, Domestic Affairs
Committee; Marge Alpern, Treasurer, Detroit Chapter, chairperson, Chapter
Interreligious Affairs Committee; Hyman Bookbinder, AJC Washington Represen-
tative; Miles Jaffe, immediate past chairman, Interreligious Affairs Commis-
sion of AJC, currently national AJC vice-president;Irving Levine, Director,
AJC Institute on Pluralism and Group Identity; George Szabad, member, AJC
Mational Board of Governors; Rabbi IMarc Tanenbaum, Director, AJC Interreli-
gious Affairs Department.

The agenda will be:
s . 1. Anti-Defamation Efforts
2. Holocaust Observances and Studies

3. Promotion of World-Wide Human Rights

President: HAROLD GALES 0O Vice-Presidents: ROBERT AMBERG, EUGENE DRIKER, BEATRICE ROWE, IRVING TUKEL @ Secretary: DOUGLAS ROSS
Treasurer: MARGE ALPERN @O Co-Chairmen Advisory Committee: AVERN COHN, LEWIS GROSSMAN, MILES JAFFE, WALTER SHAPERO, KATHLEEN
STRAUS B Vice-Chairmen Advisory Committee: ROBERT ALPERN, HAROLD BERRY, RABBI! IRWIN GRONER, DAVID HANDLEMAN, ROBERT KASLE
Michigan Area Director: SHERWOOD SANDWEISS B Assistant Director: RUTH DRIKER KROLL B Michigan Area Secretary: BESSE MICKELSON




Irving Levine suggests, "There exist other issues of interest to the
Polish community not listed on the agenda of the Orchard Lake meeting,
but which should be brought up for discussion because Jews and Poles
can work together on them., Both Jews and Poles have a direct stake

in the current debate over affirmative action quotas; they should co-
operate on this problem.. Both have strong views to express on matters
affecting their homelands which should lead them to unite to endorse
the legitimacy of ethnic lobbying.

"Further, both Jews and Poles should support movements to make welfare
and mental health facilities more responsive to the unique social
patterns of various ethnic groups. In short, there exist many issues
on which Jews and Poles can work together and these should receive
attention at the meeting."

Father Chrobot and I will co=-chair; Sherwood Sandweiss, Michigan
Area Director of AJC will record.

Looking forward to seeing you all there.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITYEE e
date August 23, 1979 =1

'S Irving Levine
from Gary Rubin

subject September 13 Meeting with Polish Community

The agenda set for the September 13 meeting with the American Polish community
has the potential for either sharp dissension and conflict or mutual accommodation
and respect based on a frank and tough airing of each group's views. It is
essential that the AJC go into the meeting fully aware of Polish-American goals
and prepared to deal with matters that will almost certainly be brought up. for
~ discussion. This memo aims to outline some of the concerns that Poles have in

dealing with Jews. It is based on interviews I did for the ethnic survey with
Dr. Eugene Kusielewicz, President, Kosciuszko Foundation (who will be at the
Orchard Lake meeting); Prof. Thaddeus Gromada, Secretary-General, Polish Institute
of Arts and Sciences; Bolislav Wierzbiansky, Editor, Polish Daily News; and
Zbigniew Konikowski, Adjunct-General, Polish Army Veterans Association of America.
The f0110w1ng topics are likely to emerge during the meet1ng

1. Poles are very concerned with Jewish ana]yses of the Holocaust. They
charge that Jewish historians distort the course of extermination
during World War II in Eastern Eurcpe and indict the Poles as a people
for actively encouraging and participating in the machinery of mass
murcer. They are especially upset by the critical acclaim accorded to
Lucy Dawidowicz's The War Against the Jews which reports in detail Polish
collaboration in the killings. Poles hold that contrary to being the
oppressors of Jews they were fellow victims of the Nazis who invaded
their land and killed their countrymen. Prof. Gromada, for example,
states. that during the war Poland lost 20% of her citizens, or six _
million people, three million of them Jewish and three miilion Christian.
To forget the Polish victims would be, to him, to underestimate the
dimension of the Nazi crimes against humanity. Moreover, Poles claim
that many Polish people hid Jews at great risk to their own lives and
that contemporary Jews rarely acknowledge this. In short, the Polish .
community accuses.the Jews of unjustly slandering them by fa]se or
exaggerated accusations of participation in genocide.

It will be difficult for Jews to reach accord with Po]es in th1s issue.
Some minor points of agreement can be delineated, however, It is possible,
for example, for Jews to admit that others died at the hands of the Nazis.

- It is also surely true that some Poles hid Jews at great personal risk. :
Yet, objective and respected historians such as Dawidowicz have concluded
that Poles in general were collaborators in the Holocaust. To deny this
would violate both the canons of objective scholarship and the facts of
Jewish history. Jews reacting to the Holocaust must above all carefully '
compile an accurate record of the events and such a process w111 not allaw
them to adopt the Pol1sh position. it
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Jewish reactions to Polish activity during the Holocaust receive reinforce-.
ment from the behavior of elements of the Polish population after the war.
Following the defeat of the Nazis, thousands of Poles, led by members of
reactionary organizations, viciously attacked Jews and often killed them.

A pogrom in the town of Kielce in 1946, for example, resulted in 42 Jewish
deaths and 50 injuries. The Encyclopedia Judaica asserts that in 1945
alone 353 Jews were reported murdered. This wanton violence to a community
already devastated by Nazi attacks added to Jewish negat1ve evaluations of
Polish behavior during the war. For contemporary Jews to ignore these
events would be a gross denial of the real suffering of a 1arge segment of
their people. _

This is an issue of major importance to both communities. It has the
potential for undermining all cooperation between them if the meeting
focuses onty on this matter. A better strategy would be to delineate
the points concerning World War II on which the two sides concur and to
agree to disagree about the others and go on to discuss other topics.
Jews will have to recognize that allegations of genocide are deemed by
Poles as major factors in the defamation their community considers as
their major problem. Poles will have to realize that Jews see fidelity

- to actual facts of the destruction of their community as a sacred task.

Once each community acknowledges the depth of feeling of the other, it may
agree to hotd this topic in abeyance for the forseeable future and go on
to discuss other matters on which they-can agree.

Other Polish complaints regarding anti-Semitism can be handled more easily.
Poles correctly complain that many Jewish texts refer tc the seventeenth
century pogroms perpetrated by Bogdan Chmielnicki as the "Polish" attacks
when in fact Chmielnicki was a Ukrainian and murdered thousands of Poles
as well as Jews. In addition, Poles object to the quick identification by -
many Jews of their community as uniformly anti-Semitic; they deny the
veracity of this charge. On issues such as these, Jews should be able to
respond affirmatively to Polish complaints and to work out a common strategy
for action. o _

On other types of anti-defamation issues, Jews will have no problem in
supporting Polish goals. Negative images of ‘Poles in the media and the -
continuation of "Polish jokes" disturb this community greatly; combating
this stereotyping has become a major Polish agenda item. Jews will
certainly back this effort vigorously. -

. Jews W111 also find themse?ves in substantia] agreement with Poles on the-

third agenda item listed for the Orchard Lake meeting, human rights issues.
Chicago's experience with the Helsinki Monitoring Group demonstrates the
potent1a1 for fruitful cooperation on this topic. . The only problem that
could arise in this regard might be attempts to subsume Soviet Jewry
completely under this rubric. Jews will stress the human rights aspects of
the struggle of Russian Jews, but for the purpose of emigration, as David
Geller has argued, they will want to retain the option of emphasizing
family reunification since this principie is more acceptable to the Sovist
regime which controls Jewish exit rates. On most other human rights 1s§yes,

- Jews can probably endorse Polish goals. -
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There exist other issues of interest to the Polish community not listed
on the agenda of the Orchard Lake meeting but which should be brought up
for discussion because Jews and Poles can work together on them. Both
Jews and Poles have a direct stake in the current debate over affirmative
action quotas; they should cooperate on this problem. Both have strong
views to express on matters affecting their homelands which should lead
them to unite to endorse the legitimacy of ethnic lobbying. Further,
both Jews and Poles should support movements to make welfare and mental
health facilities more responsive to the unique social patterns of various
ethnic groups. In short, there exist many issues on which Jews and Poles
can work together and these should receive attention at the meeting.
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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

FROM THE VATICAN, 18 August 1979

Dear Dr. Dibner,

His Holiness Pope John Paul II has asked

me to. thank you for the gift that you offered
for his acceptance some time ago. He is

very appreciative of your thoughtful gesture-
and of the kind sentiments that it manifests.

.His Holiness invokes upon you the grace

and peace of ‘God our Father and of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Sincerely yours,

dld

+E. Martinez

Substitute | . Ot M@Lo

| Qb g

M%“%

Dr. Bern Dibner
Director, Burndy Library

‘Electra Square

Norwalk, Connecticut 06856
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“Lutherans cdntinue to have reservations about the wisdom of expressing the faith and confidence we share
in terms of infallibility,” Father Hotchkin went on. “Equally, Catholics have not relinquished the term and the hope
itlindicatos is theirs. However, the way now seaems clear at the deepest levels of our understanding for further
positive developments to occur,” he said. :

PICK UP original third  paragraph beginning, Members of the... -

11-9-28-78 - T
SISTER HUBER RESIGNS AS PRESIDENT OF ST. CATHERINE'S (130)

ST. PAUL, Minn. (NC) — Sister Alberta Huber, president of the College of St. Catherine for the past 15 years,
has decided to resign the post “to let someone else take over.”

- The resignation of Sister Huber, a member of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, is effective July 1,
1979. She will work as a special consultant on development programs under the new president, who i: expected
to be selected by the college's board of trustees by February.

A 1939 graduate of St. Catherine’s, Sister Huber joined the college faculty in 1940. During her tenure as
president, the college’s enroliment increased to 2,100 during the 1977-78 school year, making it the second
largest women's college in the country and the Iargast. Catholic women's college.

12—/9__,. 8-78
?USTRALIAN BISHOPS' COMMISSION CONDEMNS ‘ASSIMILATION’ OF ABOHIGI-NES (210)
SYDNEY, Australia (NC) — '_I'he_._ Australian Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace has issued a strong
/ statement condemning the treatment of Aborigines and supporting their call for land rights.

‘ In tf_w 2‘2-Ipa_ge statement, distributed to Australia’s 1,400 parish churcheé and all Catholic secondary
schoois, the commission said that although the federal and state governments have officially abandoned the
policy of assimilation, the Queensland state government has not. In addition, the statement said, assimilationist '
atti_tudes continue in many govgrnmpnt institutions and are “virtually uni’ver"é.ai"*'-among white Australians.

“As a result,” it said, “in mhny areas and in many institutions, Aborigines find themselves confronted by a '
very real wail of prejudice and discrimination on the basis of race, the extqnf and impact of which is largely
unrecognized by the white Australian community.” LR )

In giv_ing unequivocal backing to aboriginal claims for land rights, the commission compared the violent
expropriation of the! native Austraiia_r_i_s' land to Nazi war crimes and said the aboriginal reserves could be more
accurately described as “dumping grounds or prison camps.”

“History cannot be 'r'eversed," the statement said, “but the Australian community which enjoys the fruits of

economic .development founded on the misappropriation of land cannot remain impervious to shame, nor
uncommitted to the just demands for restitution and compensation.” g

R

. )
13-9-28-78

PITTSBURGH PRIEST NAMED TO POST AT UNITED NATIONS (260 — with NC
photo) . r BT va
NEW YORK (NGC) — WCO of Pittsburgh has been named executive director of the

(Internat‘ronal Catholic Organizations Center at the United Nations.
Father Hrico, who is pastor of St. Wi_nlfred Church, Mt. Lebanon, Pa., and general manager of the weekly
newspaper, the Pittsburgh Catholic, succeeds Franciscan Father Hugh Morley, who died last March.

(MORE)
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At his new post, Father Hrico will direct the center in collecting information on the United Nations and
disseminating it to representatives of international Catholic organizations.

‘The appointment was made by the center's board of directors and the Conference of International
Organizations in Brussels. James A. Doyle, president of the corporation which oversees the New York center,
announced the appointment. :

“It will take a very special and talented person to take over the work of Father Morley,” Doyle said. “We are
convinced that Father Hrico is the man. His credéntials for this work are excellent. His dedication to the work is
already clear. We intend to make this center effective and important in the life of the international Catholic
organizations and the church at the United Nations. Father Hrico will be a vital force in achieving these goals.”

Father Hrico was a member of the Holy See’s delegation to the United Nations from 1969 to 19786.

" A native of Ambridge, Pa., he was ordained in 1951 and has done graduate study at Notre Dame and
Duquesne universities. He is a lifetime member of the American Catholic Historical Society and holds
mqmbérships in the Catholic Press Association, the Western Pennsylvania Historical Society and the American
Institute of Conservation. H '
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14-9-28-78 :

HIBIT SHOWS POLES DIED TO AID JEWS IN WORLD WAR Il (580)
By Nancy Frazier '

WASHINGTON (NC) — The claim that Polish Christians cooperated with the Nazis in the destruction of
Poland’'s Jews is “absolute nonsense,” says Waclaw Zajaczkowski. _

In fact, he. says, members of his family were among the 250,000 Poles he estimates aided the Jews in
defiance of the Germans during World War il

. Zajaczkowski, a former Jesuit who has worked at the Catholic University of America in Washington and
edited the Catholic Periodical Index, has organized an exhibit to prove his point that more than 2,200 Polish
Christians died for aiding the Jews. ' | ;

. The exhibit, titled “Polish Jewry: Tragedy and Promise,” includes grim photographs from the German-made

) r"ghettto of Warsaw and 600 recently discovered photos by Polish underground photographer Jerzy Tomaszewski.
On display at Catholic University’s Mullen Library during September, it is also available to schools, libraries,
churches and synagogues. '

.“It is not fair to us Polish Christians, who suffered just as much under the Nazis, to give the impression that
no one befriended thhe Jews in' their terrible hour of need,” says Zajaczkowski. “We certainly did.”

In some ways, Zajaczkowski himself was a victim of the Holocaust, since it led to his resignation from the
Jesuit priesthood. Working as liaison between the head of the Jesuit order and the primate of Poland, Cardinal

' August Hiond, in 1940, Zajaczkowski found evidence of the Nazi persecution of the Jews in Poland and feit he -
should speak out strongly about the situation.

He was sent to the United States to tell Americans about the impending tragedy, but he was ignored and
termed “a warmonger” by those who wanted the United. States to stay out of the war, he says. When his Jesuit
superior began receiving complaints about his activities, he was forbidden to speak about the situation.

' For three months, Father Zéjacz'kbwskt remained silent. “But then | thought, '‘How can | remain a Jesuit,
playing golf, when my brothers in Warsaw are being murdered?"” He asked to leave the Jesuits temporarily, so
that he could speak out on the issue, and was refused. Thén he asked to be freed from his vows, but could find no
U.S. bishop who would accept him as a priest of his diocese. In 1951, after working in various jobs as a layman,
he requested a reduction to lay status, eventually receiving it in 1960.

(MORE)
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1. The Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising Cammemorated

From April 9 to 22 there were worldwide commemorations of
the 40th anniversary of the heroic struggle of the inhabitants
of the Warsaw Ghetto against the overwhelming German war machine
during the Second World War. The uprising continued against all
odds for more than a month (from 19 April to 16 May 1943), ending
with the extermination of nearly all of its 70,000 participants,
who were either killed or deported to Nazi death camps, and with
the subsequent razing to the ground of the entire ghetto compound.
The principal anniversary ceremonies were staged in Warsaw with
wide international participation ;

The fact that the Jaruzelski regime decided to give surpris-
ingly heavy emphasis and extensive coverage to the event may
appear unusual for more than one reason. For one, the anniversary
had not been observed in Poland for 15 years now, more precisely
since Poland broke off diplomatic relations with Israel following
the Six-Day War in June 1967; reviving the memories now, and with
such strong official support, is viewed with understandable dis-
trust by many, and interpreted as an attempt by the authorities
to break out of the international isolation in which they have
found themselves since the declaration of martial law sixteen
months ago, and to win a modicum of acknowledyment and legitimacy.
For that reason, a number of prospective participants -- both
organizations and individuals -- chose to boycott the offi-
cial events and eiiher to stay away altogether cor to stage alter-
native ceremonies independently. On the other hand, important
Jewish organizations -- Israeli as well as international --
decided to send th:2ir representatives to Warsaw because they felt
that the defense oi the ghetto was an essential part of Jewish
h%story and its memory should be preserved for future generations
o Jews. :

Prewar Poland was the home of 3,500,000 Jews, the greatest
single such community in Euwrope; this partly explains the fact that
more than half the Hitlerite extermination camps were situated in
that country. Nearly 3,000,000 Polish Jews were victims of the
Holocaust, out of a total of more than 6,000,000 Polish citizens
who died during World War II. From the initial postwar 250,000,
following the successive emigration waves in the late 1940s and
late 1960s, the Jewish population plummeted to a present estimated
15,000 (there are no official figqures about ethnic minorities in
Poland) ; about half of them belong to the Mosaic Relicious Urnion
(presided over by Moizesz Finkelstein), which has at its disposal
24 houses of praver in 16 congregations. Since at least 1969, how-
ever, there has been no resident rabbhi to cater to their spiritual
needs: a short-lived attempt to invite one from the USA to settle
in Poland in February 1979 apparently misfired, so the union had to
opt for a provisional solution to have a Romanian rabbi to perform
occasionally in Poland, at least on the most important relxg}@us
occasions. Other Jewish institutions in present-day Pcland include
the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw, directed by Zygmunt
Hoffman, and the Jewish National Theater under Szymon Szurmlel.
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Official Events. An elaborate official program was announced
on April 11 by Professor Czeslaw Pilichowski of the Institute for
the Investigation of Nazi Crimes in Poland (1) and was to include
the following events.

A three-day session (April 14 to 16) on "Hitlerite
Genocide in Poland and in Europe, 1939-1945," an
international event organized jointly by the
Polish Academy of Sciences, the Main Council for
the Investigation of Nazi Crimes in Poland, and
the Jewish Historical Institute. Among the 400
scholars participating, 120 were expected to arrive
from 25 foreign countries. Following the confer-
ence, a number of visits were planned to various
"places of remembrance" in Warsaw, related movie
shows, concerts, and performances at the Jewish
Theater.

Exhibitions devoted to the "Martvrdom of Jews" and to
the "Relics of Jewish Cuvlture in Polish Art Collections,"
both to be opened at the National Museum on April 17.

The Rededication of the Warsaw Svnagogue (after its recent
renovation) on April 18, with such distinguished speakers
as Finkelstein , Professor Adam Lopatka (head of the
Government Office for Religious Denominations) , Moshe
Rosen (Grand Rabbi of Romania), Juliusz Berman (President,
Council of Jewish Organizations in the US), Henry Taub
(President, American Joint Distribution Committee), Rabbi
Icchak Frenkel (on behalf of the World Federation of Polish
Jews) , Bishop Razimierz Majdanski of the Polish Catholic
Church, and Bishop Janusz Narzynski of the Ecumenical
Council. Following the ceremonies there was to be a per-
formance at the Jewish Theater.

Wreath-Laying Ceremonies at the Monument to the Ghetto
Heroes, and prayers with the participation of a cantor on
April 19 (the day of the outbreak of the uprising). An
official reception at the Grand Theater featuring speeches
by Wlodzimierz Sokorski, Chairman of the Polish War
Veterans' Union (acronym: 2ZBoWiD), which actually
sponsored the official ceremonies, and a number of re-
presentatives of various Jewlsh organizations such as the
World Jewish Congress, the World Federation of Jewish War
Veterans, and the Social-Cultural Society of Jews in
Poland. The ensuing concert by the National

Philharmonic Orchestra included works by Krzysztof
Penderecki ("Dies Irae") and Arnold Schoenberg

("Rescued From Warsaw").

Visits to the Nazi Extermination Camp in Treblinka were
scheduled for April 20, along with more wreath-laying
ceremonies and theater performances, while a visit to
Auschwitz followed by an antiwar demonstration was to
take place on the following day.

(1) PAP, 11 April 1983.
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The Presentation of Medals to the "Just Among the World's
Nations," awarded by the Israeli Yad Vashem National
Remebrance Institute to 170 Polish citizens, and religious
ceremonies at the synagogue on the last day of the official
celebrations, April 22.

All these ceremonies were regarded as forming part of the "National
Remembrance Month" dedicated to war victims in Poland each April.

Protest; Alternative Observances. The regime's efforts to win
the cooperation of outstanding public figures for the official cere-
monies met with adamant refusal on the part of people connected with
the democratic opposition and the free trade unions, who dissociated
themselves from the authorities' endeavors for political reasons. One
outstanding example was the case of Dr. Marek Edelman, the last sur-
viving leader of the Ghetto Uprising (Edelman was the chief aide to
Mordechaj Anielewicz, the commander-in-chief of the revolt), who had
been approached by the authorities earlier this year to join the
official organizing committee for the anniversary. Edelman declined
the offer, and expounded his reasons in an open letter to General
Jaruzelski. (2) 1In his view, to celebrate the anniversary in martial-
law Poland, "where enslavement and humiliation were the lot of the
entire society," would betray the spirit of the ghetto insurgents,
who had fought not only to survive but to "live in dignity and
freedom." Flatly refusing to be party to such an act, Edelman also
declared that he would not condone the participation of others,
"regardless of where they come from and whatever their credentials.”

Edelman's statement triggered a worldwide debate among Jews
cver whether to join the controversial Warsaw Commemoration. In
Poland a number of Edelman's Solidarity friends (he had been a
presidium member of Solidarity's regional committee in Lodz
where he now works as a cardiologist) supported his appeal and
helped establish a committee to stage alternative commemorations
of the event. In a leaflet distributed in Warsaw on April 9 and 10,
“the organization appealed to the public to boycott the official
events and to join instead a Solidarity-sponsored demonstration
scheduled for April 17 in Warsaw, and to deposit flowers "individ-
ually" at the ghetto memorial. (3)

Another telling illustration of an independent, unofficial
approach to the ghetto anniversary was a solemn commemorative
Mass celebrated on April 10 by Poland's Catholic Primate Jozef
Cardinal Glemp in St. Augustine's Church, situated on the site of
the former ghetto compound. The occasion, which reportedly drew
thousands of Varsovians (Christians and Jews alike, including
Finkelstein and Szurmiej), culminated in a sermon delivered by-
Glemp in honor of those who had died during the uprising. Paying
tribute to their unparalleled courage and determnation to "die in
‘dignity, their weapons in their hands," the cardinal ;ecalleq Fhe
assistance extended during the Nazi occupation to Jewish famllles
by the Christian population, despite the severe punishment 1ngurred
if they were caught (20 Catholic priests are known to have paid
for it with their lives, as did many laymen).

(2) Carfied in full by the urofficial Solidarity information
bulletin, Informacja Solidarnosci, 22 February 1983.

(3) AFP (Warsaw), 10 April 1982.
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'in a state of limbo as an organization is not clear.

Speaking of Polish help to the persecuted Jews -- a problem
by no means shunned by the official contributors -- one should
note the selective if not entirely biased approach of the organ-
izers to some people and institutions with a particularly honor-
able record of activity in this field. It would appear to be a
true feat to speak of the problems without ever mentioning the
name of Professor Wladyslaw Bartoszewski, an internationally
gelebrated expert on that matter and author of a number of related
studies. Professor Bartoszewski was involved in virtually all
the wartime activities in this connection of the Polish Government
in Exile's Warsaw Delegature, and he produced the first known
eye-witness account of the Treblinka camp, for which he was sent to

~ ‘Auschwitz, Upon his release from the camp Bartoszewski joined the

"Zegota" organization, set up in the fall of 1942 by the noncommu-
nist Polish resistance movement; the organization was responsible
not only for helping the fugitive Jews to hide in Polish homes

and monasteries or to flee abroad, but also for shipments of food,
medicine, and weapons to the ghettos and concentration camps. One
of its chief achievements was the transfer of information on the
extermination of Jews in Poland to the free world. Bartoszewski's
merits, well remembered by Jews, were never properly acknowledged
in Poland. Always suspect because of his noncommunist views (he
had been closely connected with the Home Army during the war,

and later with. the independent Catholic circles, KOR, and the
underground Academic Courses Society in the late 1970s),
Bartoszewski was first imprisoned in 1946 but later rehabilitated
and even awarded the Polonia Restituta order, one of Poland's
highest state distinctions. On the proscribed list again by 1970,
he was repeatedly denied visas for Western lecture tours and
heavily fined in 1979 for his "Flying University" activities.
Interned with many other opposition figures in December 1981, he
was detained for four months; released in April 1982, chiefly due
to support from Western scholars, Bartoszewski is now in the West,
lecturing at various institutes of learning (in Poland, he was

‘Professor of History at the Catholic University in Lublin). The

total absence of his name among those honored now borders on an
affront, '

Another absentee from the official lists was the
Social Committee for the Protection of Jewish Cemeteries and
Monuments in Poland. The committee, set up in mid-1981, included
a number of outstanding opposition figures, such as Edelman,
Bartoszewski, Professors Aleksander Gieysztor of the Academy of
8ciences and Henryk Samsonowicz (then Rector of Warsaw University),.
film director Andrzej Wajda, and editor-in-chief of the independent
Catholic weekly, Tygodnik Powszechny, Jerzy Turowicz. Probably
suspended in December 1981, the committee never resurfaced in the
media again, despite the fact that it was widely regarded as a
most respected proponent of Polish-Jewish friendship and coopera-
tion. (4) Whether its absence from the official ceremonies was
due to a refusal to join in the celebrations or simply to it being

Ewa Celt
(4) Tygodnik Powszechny, 30 August 1981,
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THE PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION ON THE HOLOCAUST
IN POLAND AND THE SOVIET UNION

By Benjamin Meed

| arrived in Warsaw on 27 July 1979, three days before the other members of the President’s Commission on the
Holocaust, so as to be able to check up and confirm arrangements and schedules for the Commission’s visit in
Poland. Very soon | was confronted with the problem which mirrors the basic disagreement concerning the re-
membrance of the Holocaust that exists between ourselves and the various Eastern European governments.

When | contacted our prospective hosts, an introductory meeting was called with several representatives of the
Foreign Ministry. There | was supplied with a fully prepared and printed schedule of activities. To my dismay, | found
that the schedule provided for our going immediately from the airport to a large, official wreath-laying at the Monu-
ment of the Heroes of Warsaw (honoring the Polish resistance movement), and later, to a smaller gathering at the
Ghetto Monument. Furthermore, no provision was made for visiting the area of the former Warsaw Ghetto, the
Warsaw Jewish Cemetery, the Jewish Historical Institute (in terms of inspecting its archives), or for that matter, for
visiting the former Treblinka death camp. Meetings with local Jewish institutions, such as they were, were telescoped
into one superficial session that appeared more ceremonial than informational.

I'raised a strong objection for two reasons. First, that we expected to visit the Ghetto Mprjument before we would pro-

“ceed to any other places; and second, that we wanted more meaningful encounters with specifically Jewish places of
interest. In addition, by cramming our schedule so full of meetings and ceremonies, there was almost no time left over
for meaningful discussion or work. Our primary objective, | tried to explain, was to honor the Jewish victims of the
Holocaust.

There followed a prolonged discussion, during which it became evident that the Polish representatives knew exactly
what they wanted to accomplish. They made an effort to be polite, but they were also very firm. They were willing to
make one concession, that is, to try to fit in the Jewish places of interest mentioned above, but not to cancel any of
the other scheduled meetings and visits, and not to change the sequence of appearances. Thus, aside from any other
considerations, our program became even more crowded.

When the Commission landed at the Warsaw Airport, | immediately approached Elie Wiesel and briefly explained the
problem. He agreed. stating that he could not possibly lead the group anywhere before first paying tribute to the
ghetto fighters. The Polish officials were quite displeased by our determined stand, but eventually relented, and we
proceeded from the airport directly to the Ghetto Monument. At the monument, in addition to our delegation, were Am-
bassador Willam E. Schaufele and his staff, Polish and foreign press corespondents, a small group from local Jewish
organizations, and very few others. There was no sense that the rest of the population of Warsaw had the slightest in-
terest or awareness in what was transpiring there. It was as if the teeming Jewish life that had once filled the sur-
rounding streets had never existed. And | felt at once the irony and the tragedy of reliving once again, the awful isola-
tion from the rest of the world, and particularly from the rest of Polish life, that we had felt in the ghetto.

As one of the survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto, | spoke at the Monument. E/ Mole Rachamin was recited by Cantor
Isaac Goodfriend, a member of the Commission. We then walked to Mila 18, the site of the bunker of the Jewish

Fighting Organlzatlon At both monuments we placed flowers, lighted candles, and for a long while stood in srlence
— each with his own thoughts.

Afterwards we proceeded to the Monument of the Heroes of Warsaw. There, in stark contrast to the silence and isola-,
tion of the scene at the Ghetto Monument, we were attended with full pomp and splendor, with a military band and a
military honor guard in attendance, with army men assisting us in laying the wreath.

The next day, all Polish daily newspapers printed an official account of the Commission’s first day in Warsaw,
distributed by PAP, the Government’s news agency. This report stated that we visited “the Monument of the Heroes of
Warsaw and then the Monument of the Ghetto Fighters”. As far as readers of the Polish press were concerned, that
was what happened. Thus, we had our way, but they had theirs, too.

This incident, and its outcome, of course was not merely a matter of protocol. It reflects a problem of emphasis with
regard to the presentation of the history of the Holocaust. We Jews, we the survivors, wish to stress the unfortunately
unique position of the Jewish victims of Nazi crimes. Others, however, especially in Eastern European countries
which were occupied by Nazi Germany, for both internal and external reasons wish to make sure that the victims are
not remembered as Jews.

These differences were further illustrated by the several official meetings to which we were invited in Warsaw, in-
cluding conferences at the Ministry of Justice and in the Office for Combatants’ Affairs. In each case we were re-
ceived by high government officials, in elegantly appointed offices, with lavish displays of food, drink, and flowers.
The meeting usually would begin with a longish address by the Minister, in Polish, immediately followed by a transla-
tion in English. Then one or two other officials would speak. Long periods of time were taken up by this procedure. The
Polish representatives time and again would convey the message to the effect that the victims of Nazi persecutions
were all citizens of Poland, whatever their religion or ethnic origin, and that Poland as a whole suffered as a result of
German crimes. After so much time was used up there would remain little opportunity or inclination to respond on the



part of Commission members. However, Elie Wiesel was always able to reply briefly in a skilltul anq d.iplomatic:
manner, pointing out to the task of the Commission and to its principal purpose of honoring the Jewish victims of the
Holocaust.

The Polish Minister of Justice Jerzy Bafia (who is in charge of Holocaust research), and his office, made a particularly
strong effort to welcome us and to provide us with worthwhile information. (His wife was herself a prisoner in a
‘German concentration camp where experiments were being made on the bodies of the inmates.) He arranged to have
us visit a large exhibition hall containing original German documents pertaining to the persecution of Jews and
others at the hands of the Nazis in Poland. Many of the documents were familiar to us from photos and reproductions.
But seeing the originals, the same pleces of paper | had once seen on the ghetto walls, was a terrible, moving ex-
perience.

But two items left the deepest impression on me. One was a small handbook, designed in simple language and with
graphic illustrations, that the Germans had prepared for distribution to the soldiers, teaching them how to go about
rounding up Jews and killing them quickly. The other was a family album which was the property of a German officer.
It included all the photographs of his family from his early childhood, through church ceremonials, weddings, etc. The
second part of the album contained pictures related to his military activities, that is, execuiions, shooting of Jews,
walking among corpses of his victims, all carefully and proudly arranged to show the story of his life.

To someone who remembers Jewish Warsaw and Jewish Poland from before World War li, a visit to different places in
Poland today is a source of a deep feelings of loneliness and pain. The former Jewish towns and resorts around
Warsaw show not a trace of their former character. it is aimost a “relief” to visit the Warsaw Jewish Cemetery, where |
went in the company of Marek Edelman,a former Warsaw Commander of theGhetto fighters, who still lived in Warsaw.
We stood for awhile together at the graves of the young Jews who had fallen in the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 1943. It
felt good in some ways to stand there, because this was nearly the only place left in Warsaw that still retained its
Jewish identity. But even there it was heartbreaking to see what extent the cemetery is devastated, with broken tomb-
stones, and many areas so overgrown that they are impossible to enter. Only a few of the principal “alejas” are
passable. At the end of the main walkway there is an open field, without any markers, where maore than 100,000 people
were buried during the “peaceful” days of the ghetto. They died of starvation and disease, and their names are not
even recorded.

We walked over to the adjoining Powazki Roman Catholic cemetery. Only a fence divides one cemetery from the other,
but what a difference! Here everything is kept clean and in order. | felt ashamed for all humanity that even the dead
Jews were not afforded an equally decent place of eternal rest.

Although a trip to the former death camp in Treblinka was not on our officially prepared itinerary, the entire group
travelled there on the next morning of our visit in Poland. On the way to Treblinka and back we passed towns and
villages with familiar names — Radzymin, Wyszkow, Lochow, Malkinia, Ostrow Mazowiecka, and other — which
before the war had teemed with Jews and Jewish life. There is not a trace of the Jewish population. All throughout this
trip we never encountered a single Jew.

The site of Treblinka towards the end of the war was ploughed up by the Germans to remove any traces of their
crimes. But the site nevertheless could not be eradicated, and today it leaves on the visitor an unforgettable and
shocking impression.

The Treblinka memorial is perhaps the most eloquent of all. The scattered rocks create a feeling of a large Jewish
cemetery. What is even more penetrating is the feeling of loneliness in this place. There are few visitors; mostly Jews
from abroad. Our group spent a long while walking and looking at these grounds of martyrdom, but while we did so we
remained silent. We could not utter a word to each other.

In the center of the former camp rises a monument which is the only rock bearing a sign: a broken menorah. On the
side there is an inscription in several languages: Never Again. | must say that at Treblinka the memory of our
kedoshim is honored in a dignified manner, like a Jewish cemetery, the most unique “cemetery” in the world, the
place which | and the other members of the delegation will never forget.

Among the members of the President’s Commission there were five survivors of the Auschwitz concentration camp, in
southern Poland, where we travelled the following day after Treblinka. What is generally referred to as “Auschwitz”
actually consisted of two adjoining compounds, Oswiecim and Brzezinka (in German, Birkenau), and it was in the
latter place that the death factory was operating on a large scale. The nearly one hundred chimneys of the burned out
barracks in Brzezinka still stand out against the landscape, as if protesting silently the world which permitted the
unspeakable horrors to take place there. According to official data, four million people were killed in Brzezinka, and
2,700,000 Jews were among them.

But, if one does not specifically visit the recently opened “Jewish pavillion” in Auschwitz, one would never know
about the Jewish victims who were the overwhelming majority of those who were murdered there. Nowhere in either of
the two Auschwitz compounds is to be felt the sense of the unlque tragedy of the Jewish people who were tortured
and gassed for one reason alone: that they were Jews

Over the years, after the war, Auschwitz has been transformed into a tourist mecca, with souvenir stands, shops,
refreshment stands, parking lots for excursion buses, and vendors walking among the crowds selling postcards and
snacks. The sense of tragedy and of the gas chambers is at least partly obliterated. In many ways it was more
tolerable to visit the site of Treblinka precisely because that camp has not been turned into a tourist haven. At least in
Treblinka the memory of the victims has not been trivialized.



Each day during the Commission’s visit in Poland local newspapers printed an official report about the day’s
activities. In all of these reports Jews were never mentioned as such, with one significant exception. Also the
background of the members of the delegation, consisting of prominent educators, writers, clergymen, and people ac-
tive in Jewish life in U.S.A. was not explained. Elie Wiesel was identified as “Professor” but his literary contribution
and his signficance as chairman of the Commission was not mentioned.

What was the one exception? One of the official reports described a joint meeting with the Principal Commission for
Research on Hitlerite Crimes in Poland, held on 30 July 1979. Here is an excerpt from a report presented by Czeslaw
Pilichowski, Director of the Commission:

“During this meeting mention was made of the tragic fate of the Jewish population during the occupation,
which fate constitutes an integral part of the history of occupied Poland, of Polish
martyrology and of the Polish struggle against Hitlerism. The Hitlerite criminals murdered 2,700,000 Polish
Jews. Between 100 and 120,000 Jews were rescued due to assistance extended by Poles under the threat of
death, and often with the resulting sacrifice of their own lives.***

“About 3 million Poles participated in, or were connected with, direct action of assistance to Jews during
1939-1945. This represented a posture of the highest heroism and humanitarianism.”

In the course of one of these discussions we inquired how was it calculated that three million Poles participated in

rescuing Jews. We were told that on the average it took the combined efforts of 6 persons to succeed in saving one

Jew. However, even this claim for whatever it is worth, does not add up arithmetically — At least a half million Jews
.. would-have been helped-to survive by the Poles, which-unfortunately-did-not-happen-in-reality. .-~ - i

Our experiences in.the Soviet Union were quite different than in Po!and. Whatever their motivation may have been, the
Polish authorities were deeply interested and involved in the visit of the President's Commission. The Soviet
authorities were not nearly so interested or involved. One had the feeling of being a visitor in a huge and powerful em-
pire which goes its own way and cares little for what happens in the outside world, or for its opinions.

When we landed in Kiev, there was no one waiting to greet us at the airport except a couple of Intourist girls (At the
Warsaw airport there had been a large official delegation standing patiently in a downpour). Similarly at the Moscow
airport there was no reception committee.

The Soviet authorities saw to it that we were properly isolated. The Kiev hotel, with several hundred rooms, was empty
on our arrival. We were the only guests except for a couple of Japanese tourists. It so happened that | had stayed in
the same hotel on my previous visit in Kiev, and | remember that it was then full of people and bustling with activities.

Furthermore, on checking in at the hotel we were informed that all banks were already closed for the day and,
therefore, we could not change any money and, therefore, we could not go out to eat or for any other purpose except to
stay for dinner at the hotel. When later we decided to go for a simple walk on the main street of the city, we were
surrounded by a substantial number of plainclothes agents.

The next morning in Kiev we were transported by buses to the Babi Yar Monument. But we did not go directly to our
destination. First there was a routine two-hour tour of the city, which we had not requested. The last stop of this par-
ticular tour, before we actually proceeded to Babi Yar, was at the monument of none other than Bohdan Chmielnicki,
the Ukrainian national hero, who, incidentally, distinguished himself by organizing pogroms of Polish and Ukrainian
Jews. It did not even occur to anyone at the Intourist management that this might not be an appropriate visit.

When we finally did arrive at the Babi Yar Monument, we wanted somehow to mark this event in our own way. Our
cantor recited_the E/ Mole Rachamin, and Elie Wiesel spoke in an impressive manner, pointing out once again that the
monument does not indicate in any way that mostly Jews perished there. (It pays tribute to “Soviet citizens”). Bayard
Rustin sang a spiritual. Everyone became emotional and tense, and the mood could be felt all around.

While descending the steps of the Babi Yar Monument, the group spontaneously began singing the Hymn of the Par-
tisans, in Yiddish. Our Soviet guides could not quite understand what was going on and became alarmed by this
unusual behavior of the foreign visitors. They did not want any demonstrations. Suddenly all the guides began urging
us to return to the buses immediately, as time was getting short. However, we did not hurry, and slowly circled the
monument before returning to the buses.

Following the Babi Yar visit, which was a traumatic experience, we were driven to a restaurant on the outskirts of the
city. Again, the restaurant was empty. Only the waiters were there and, of all things, an orchestra playing gay Russian
tunes for us at lunch. After lunch, we were once again hustled aboard the buses, and rushed directly to the airport.
Just as on arrival in Kiev, the airport waiting rooms and other facilities were bypassed, and we were taken straight to
the stairs of the aircraft.

In Moscow it became clear that our visit in the Soviet Union had been downgraded to a sort of a necessary nuisance.
Furthermore, unlike in Poland, we had no freedom of choice. Our guides followed a prepared program, without discus-
sion, and we followed the guides. It somehow was inconceivable to do anything else. The only exception occurred
when our Intourist guide announced that we would be privileged to visit the Lenin Mausoleum without having to wait
several hours on line. Bayard Rustin rose from his seat on the bus to say that he did not come to the Soviet Union to
visit Lenin or “any other god.” The rest of the delegation also refused. The Soviet guides were stunned, and returned
us quickly to the hotel. However, as noted, this was an exception to the rule.



part of Commission members. However, Elie Wiesel was always able to reply briefly in a skillful and diplomatic
manner, pointing out to the task of the Commission and to its principal purpose of honoring the Jewish victims of the
Holocaust.

The Polish Minister of Justice Jerzy Bafia (who is in charge of Holocaust research), and his office, made a particularly
strong effort to welcome us and to provide us with worthwhile information. (His wife was herself a prisoner in a

‘German concentration camp where experiments were being made on the bodies of the inmates.) He arranged to have

us visit a large exhibition hall containing original German documents pertaining to the persecution of Jews and
others at the hands of the Nazis in Poland. Many of the documents were familiar to us from photos and reproduptrons.
But seeing the originals, the same pieces of paper | had once seen on the ghetto walls, was a terrible, moving ex-
perience. .

But two items left the deepest impression on me. One was a small handbook, designed in simple language and with
graphic illustrations, that the Germans had prepared for distribution to the soldiers, teaching them how to go about
rounding up Jews and killing them quickly. The other was a family album which was the property of a German officer.
It included all the photographs of his family from his early childhood, through church ceremonials, weddings, etc. The
second part of the album contained pictures related to his military activities, that is, executions, shooting of Jews,
walking among corpses of his victims, all carefully and proudly arranged to show the story of his life.

To someone who remembers Jewish Warsaw and Jewish Poland from before World War Il, a visit to different places in
Poland today is a source of a deep feelings of loneliness and pain. The former Jewish towns and resorts around
Warsaw show not a trace of their former character. It is almost a “relief” to visit the Warsaw Jewish Cemetery, where |
went in the company of Marek Edelman,a former Warsaw Commander of theGhetto fighters, who still lived in Warsaw.
We stood for awhile together at the graves of the young Jews who had fallen in the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 1943. It
felt good in some ways to stand there, because this was nearly the only place left in Warsaw that still retained its
Jewish identity. But even there it was heartbreaking to see what extent the cemetery is devastated, with broken tomb-
stones, and many areas so overgrown that they are impossible to enter. Only a few of the principal “alejas” are
passable. At the end of the main walkway there is an open field, without any markers, where more than 100,000 people
were buried during the “peaceful” days of the ghetto. They died of starvation and disease, and their names are not
even recorded.

We walked over to the adjoining Powazki Roman Catholic cemetery. Only a fence divides one cemetery from the other,
but what a difference! Here everything is kept clean and in order. | felt ashamed for all humanity that even the dead
Jews were not afforded an equally decent place of eternal rest.

Although a trip to the former death camp in Treblinka was not on our officially prepared itinerary, the entire group
travelled there on the next morning of our visit in Poland. On the way to Treblinka and back we passed towns and
villages with familiar names — Radzymin, Wyszkow, Lochow, Malkinia, Ostrow Mazowiecka, and other — which
before the war had teemed with Jews and Jewish life. There is not a trace of the Jewish population. All throughout this
trip we never encountered a single Jew.

The site of Treblinka towards the end of the war was ploughed up by the Germans to remove any traces of their
crimes. But the site nevertheless could not be eradicated, and today it leaves on the visitor an unforgettable and
shocking impression.

The Treblinka memorial is perhaps the most eloquent of all. The scattered rocks create a feeling of a large Jewish
cemetery. What is even more penetrating is the feeling of loneliness in this place. There are few visitors; mostly Jews
from abroad. Our group spent a long while walking and looking at these grounds of martyrdom, but while we did so we
remained silent. We could not utter a word to each other.

In the center of the former camp rises a monument which is the only rock bearing a sign: a broken menorah. On the
side there is an inscription in several languages: Never Again. | must say that at Treblinka the memory of our
kedoshim is honored in a dignified manner, like a Jewish cemetery, the most unique “cemetery” in the world, the
place which | and the other members of the delegation will never forget. ’

Among the members of the President’s Commission there were five survivors of the Auschwitz concentration camp, in
southern Poland, where we travelled the following day after Treblinka. What is generally referred to as “Auschwitz”
actually consisted of two adjoining compounds, Oswiecim and Brzezinka (in German, Birkenau), and it was in the
latter place that the death factory was operating on a large scale. The nearly one hundred chimneys of the burned out
barracks in Brzezinka still stand out against the landscape, as if protesting silently the world which permitted the
unspeakable horrors to take place there. According to official data, four miilion people were killed in Brzezinka, and
2,700,000 Jews were among them.

But, if one does not specifically visit the recently opened “Jewish pavillion” in Auschwitz, one would never know
about the Jewish victims who were the overwhelming majority of those who were murdered there. Nowhere in either of
the two Auschwitz compounds is to be felt the sense of the unique tragedy of the Jewish people who were tortured
and gassed for one reason alone: that they were Jews. .

Over the years, after the war, Auschwitz has been transformed into a tourist mecca, with souvenir stands, shops,
refreshment stands, parking lots for excursion buses, and vendors walking among the crowds selling postcards and
snacks. The sense of tragedy and of the gas chambers is at least partly obliterated. In many ways it was more
tolerable to visit the site of Treblinka precisely because that camp has not been turned into a tourist haven. At least in
Treblinka the memory of the victims has not been trivialized.



On Saturday morning, when we visited the Moscow Great Synagogue, we were received very warmly. The people in the
synagogue seemed to know who we were, although no public announcement had been made in the Soviet press or
other media. Among others, we were approached by a man whose sincerety was beyond any doubt; he bitterly criti-
cized the Soviet system and stated that he was not afraid to do so. He had just been released after five years in jail,
and what were they going to do to him? They could only send him back to jail.

We held the scheduled meetings with representatives of the Soviet authorities in charge of investigation of Nazi
crimes, including the Attorney General Roman Rudenko and high-ranking Soviet military commanders who had
liberated some of the Nazi concentration camps. They all demonstrated a thorough familiarity with the history of the
Nazi crimes.

In general, however, my impression of these meetings and experiences in the Soviet Union is the following:

They are not very moved by the number of six million Jews who perished from the hands of the Nazis. They point out to
the twenty million Soviet citizens killed by Nazi Germany. They make it clear that, in their opinion, they suffered just
as much if not more. Furthermore, today they represent a mighty state and an international power. The Russians are
specialists in building giant memorials, but for their own purposes. They don't care very much about what the
President’s Commission may or may not do.

Throughout our visit in the Soviet Union, as far as | know, Soviet newspapers, radio and television made no mention of
the arrival of the President’s Commission or its program of activities. Although some people heard of us because they
listened to the Voice of America, they did not know where they could meet us or what our schedule was going to be.
Consequently our contacts with Soviet Jews at large were extremely limited.

From Russia we proceeded to Denmark and Israel. Although we carried official passports and were personally not in
danger, when the aircraft lifted off the Moscow Airport all passengers started clapping. We had a feeling of a newly
regained freedom, and spontaneously began singing God Bless America.

In conclusion, of the unique experience of this tour | would say that the President's Commission on the Holocaust and
its Advisory Board, through its activities both in this country and abroad, has advanced the cause of a national
remembrance center further than ever before. The need for a permanent memorial institution has been brought to the
attention of the highest representatives of the United States Government and of the country in general. For this | am
grateful, and | hope and pray that the work performed to date indeed will produce results. Today, more than ever, we
need a remembrance center, for ourselves, for our children, and for our fellow citizens at large.

There is an additional point that | would like to make. When we visited the many places of the Holocaust events we
knew in advance, of course, how terrible was the suffering and the destruction of six million Jewish men, women, and
children. What we did not know, however, was the extent to which their memory has been wiped out! | returned home
so very distressed because | realized that even the evidence of our Holocaust is being destroyed.

The cities and towns of Eastern Europe have been rebuilt and renovated, and they are indeed very impressive, but the
only reminders of the prior life of the millions of Jewish people are the gravestones in the cemeteries. One thousand
years of Jewish history is being obliterated. Although we visited many highly remarkable memorials and monuments,

there is hardly any visible indication that they were dedicated to the lost Jewish lives. Furthermore, those infre-
quent memorials which do carry some Jewish identification are for the most part neglected or ignored by the powers
that be. :

In addition to these physical changes, the history of the Holocaust itself is being obscured and rewritten. The victims,
the Jews of Poland, the Soviet Union, and of other countries of Europe, who lived as Jews and died as Jews because
they were Jews, today are being referred to as “citizens” of this or another country. The countries which before World
War ll refused to consider them as Poles or Russians or Hungarians — and indeed they did not even wish to be so con-
sidered — now deliberately claim these Jewish victims as part of the millions of *citizens” who perished there from
the hands of the Nazis.

We know, of course, that from a distance there is not much we can do about the conduct of governments of other
countries. However, we must register our objection whenever possible. We must also see to it that in our own country,
here in the United States, the victims of the Holocaust are honored and remembered in a manner which is due to them
— and to us.

One additional remark about what this memorable trip achieved. Many of the group of 57 participants on this tour,
while very knowledgable from an academic point of view, had never truly experienced the Holocaust. Yet, itis my feel-
ing that in coming into direct contact with the many sites of the Holocaust together with actual survivors, they saw
how difficult it is for a non-survivor to comprehend the pain and trauma of the survivors.

However, | fear that we the survivors, who have so little time remaining to tell the world our story, shall never be able
to convey the enormity of the tragedy to those who were n_ot there.
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September 25, 1979

Dr. Lucjan Dobroszycki

YIVO Institute for Jewish Research
1048 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. Y.

Dear Lucjan:

- Enclosed is a copy of a release of our Detroit
meeting. : 2 :
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Warmly,

-

George M. Szabad
GMS:mmp

Enclosure

cc: Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
The American Jewish Committee
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September 25, 1979

The Right Reverend Msgr. Jorge Mejia

Executive Secretary

Vatican Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relations

1 Via della Erbe

Vatican City, Italy

Dear Monsignor Mejia:

Enclosed is a release concerning a meeting held in Detroit on the
subject which we discussed. Since it was initiated locally, we
do not believe that it conflicts with any other efforts in this area,
but if you have any ideas or comments, they would be most welcome.
Shirley, my wife, joins in sending our warmest regards.

Sincerely yours,

George M, Szabad
GMS:mmp
Enclosure

cc: Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum /
The American Jewish Committee



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St,, New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1806, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. it protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, Sept. 21....Following an interethnic dialogue that was stimulate

d

by the forthcoming visit of Pope John Paul II to the United States, leacers

from the Polish-American and Jewish communities have announced plans for
a joint study of the origins of anti-Polish and anti-Jewish attitudes in
some segments of American society.

In a statement issued following a day-long consultation last week at
St. Mary's Ccllege at Orchard Lake, Michigan, both groups expressed deep
concern over the persistent manifestations in American society of anti-
Polish and anti-Semitic slurs expressed in popular culture. The dialogue
barticipants asserted that these slurs do psychological damage, especially

to young people, whe are the victims of such defamation.

The dialogue was organized by Rev. Leonard F. Chrobct, Polish-American

religious and ethnic leader who is President of St. Mary's College, and
Harold Gales, President of the American Jewish Committee's Detroit Chapter

Participants included representatives from key national Polish-Americ
organizations and academic life and prominent staff and lay leaders of the
American Jewish Committee.

Among those in the American Jewish Committee delegation were Rabbi

an

Marc Tanenbaum, national director of interreligious affairs; Hyman Bookbinder,

AJC Washington representative; Irving M. Levine, director of AJC's Institute

on Pluralism and Group Identity; and George Szabad, a former mayor of

Scarsdale, New York, and a member of the National Board of Governors. From

the Polish-American community were Leonard Walentynowicz, executive director

of the Polish-American Congress; Eugene Kusielewicz, President of the

Kosciuszko Foundation; Andrew Ehrenkreutz of the North American Center for

* “Polish Studies, and Rev. Ronald Modras, a professor at Saint Louis University.

=more-~

Richard Maass, President; Maynard |. Wishner, Chairman, Board of Governors; Marton K. Blaustein, Chairman, National Executive Council; Howard 1. Friedman, Chairman, Board of Trustees

Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice President

Washington Office, 818 18th St,, N.W., Washington, 0.C. 20006 = Europe hq.: 41 rue Paul Doumer, 75016, Paris, France = Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem, 35148, Israel
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The "Orchard Lake Statement" strongly rejected offensive "anti-Polish
jokes" perpetrated by the media, particularly by comedians. The participants
called for better judgement on behalf of responsible media leaders in this
regard.

Similarly, both groups disapproved of any anti-Semitic manifestations
in the general culture, including some anti-Jewish manifestations heard
following the recent resignation of Ambassador Andrew Young. The hope was
expressed that tension between the Black and Jewish communities would be
resolved quickly and that the spirit of cooperation be restored.  The
participants said, "In our pluralistic society, any breakdown of communi-
cation between any ethnic groups hurts all etknic groups and the society
as a whole."

Both groups acknowledged that there has been considerable misunder-
standing in both the Polish and Jewish communities in the United States
and elsewhere over the situation of the Jewish people in Poland, climaxed
by the tragedy of the Nazi holocaust.

They declared that they shared the conviction that "history must not
become a hitching post to the past, but rather a guiding post to a more
humane future."

The Polish and Jewishfleaders agreed to organize a project of Polish
and Jewish scholars who would seek to write and publish together an
objective joint Polish-Jewish history, and other cultural documents, which
would take into account the respective understandings and sensitivities of
both communities in their common pursuit of objective truth,

It was hoped that such joint scholarly publications and conferences
would eventually help both communities to modify polemical tendencies and
contribute to a deeper and more empathetic relationship in the future,
especially among young pecple, "the next generation" of American Polish
and Jewish citizens.

Both groups also expressed the hope that such increased sensitivity
and knowledge would be incorporated in Holocaust studies in our nation's
religious and public schools.

The Polish and Jewish leaders also discussed the condition of human
rights in various parts of the world, and the need to join hands in standing
together against the epidemic of dehumanization inkthe world, such as in
Asia, Africa, Latin America, Eastern Europe, and elsewhere. -

-more-



In particular, both groups agreed to cooperate in studying and acting
together to oppose denial of religious liberty, religious education, and
freedom to emigrate from Poland, the Soviet Union, and other eastern
European countries. A subsequent consultation of Polish and Jewish leaders
was agreed upon in order to give more systematic consideration of these
shared human rights concerns.

The Polish and qewish leaders alsoc agreed to arrange in the coming
months for a high-level delegation of Polish and Jewish religious and
ethnic leaders to visit Poland and Israel in order to promote deepened
understanding of "spiritual homelands" in both communities.

Firally, the Polish and Jewish leaders viewed the elevation of "the
Polish Pope," Pope thn Paul II, as a development of unprecedented symbolic
and social significance to both communities. They said, "There is a need
to seize this moment as an occasion to try to tuild a new, creative
relationship between the Polish and Jewish peoples that would strengthen
common solidarity and fratérnal respecf.“

The Polish and Jewish leaders joined iﬁ wishing a warm welcome to
Pope John Paul II on his coming journey to the United States, and expressed
the prayer for Ged's richest blessing for the success of his visit, which
they hopefully felt will redound to the benefit of all the members of God's
human family.

79-860-157
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13-7-9-79 ‘ : T e ———
POPE ENCOURAGES AMERICAN POLISH-JEWISH INTERFAITH PROJECT (330) " '
By Jerry Filteau

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John Paul Il encouraged a new Amerecan Polish-Jewish mlarfmth project for
children.

He held a special private audience July 6 with leaders of the newly formed American_Jewish and Polish-
Amencan Catholic Committee. -

During .the 45-minute audience he wished them well and blessed tha:r project — annual intemahcnai literary
awards for the best book for children and the best book about children.

The two awards are being named after Dr. Januz Korczak, a Polish-Jewish physician, poet and educator who
chose death in the Nazi concentration camp of Treblinka rather than abandon a group of Polish-orphans in his
" charge.

Pope John Paul told the group that Korczak was a “rare human bemg and worlhy symbol of the work of
"brotherhood you are undertaking.” _

At a press conference in Rome afterwards, representatives of the commlltea described the meeting and ex-
. plained the project.

They said an mtarna!lona} group of scholars, wnters and Spec:allsts will be established shortly to judge the
books for the awards. Announcement of the first awards is tentatively planned for November.

The interfaith projected was conceived over a year ago, before the election of the world's first Polish pope,
'_ lhéy said, and it was “certainly accelerated” by his election.

Nathan Perimutter, national director of the. Anti- Dafamt:on League (ADL) of B'nai B'rith, called the papal
audience a “"historic” occasion. _

“The history of Polish and Jewish relations has not always been happy,” he said. “But here leading Polish-
American cultural and intellectual figures and the ADL met together with the pope.” '
MORE TO COME " '



NC NEWS SERVICE -1- Tuesday, July 10, 1979
15-7-9-79 ' ' '
POPE MEETS WEST GERMAN LEADER, VATICAN OBSERVER AT U.N. (100)

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John Paul Il met wnth West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt in an audience
July 9.

The same day he also met with Archbishop Giovanni Cheii the Vatican's permanent observer at tha United
Nations. There have been parsustent rumors that the pope will visit the United Nations and the United States in
September or early October. ' i

The Vatican released no details on either meeting. o _

While in Rome, Schmidt was also scheduled to meet with Italian President Alessandro Pertini and other
government officials. ' '

i8-7-9-79
ADD “(400)

To 13-7-9-79, VATICAN CITY — Pope encourages American...ADD lhé following: —

The ADL is the Jewish organization on the committee. The Catholic Polish-American representatives are tha ,
North American Studium for Polish Affairs, the Polish-American Congress and the American Council of Polish _
" Cultural Clubs. i

Stanislaw Bask Mostwin of Baltimore, vice president of the council of the North American Studium for Polish
Affairs, said he was proud to see Polish Americans and Je\msh Americans “united as brothers in a common ef-
fort. _

Several people of the 14-member delegation who visited the pope emphasized that the children’'s literature
project was not the first example of Jewish and Polish-Catholic dialogue or cooperation in America. But they
stressed that this was the first such project, to their knowledge, with an international scope.

Asked about American Jewish feelings toward the new Polish pope, especially after his recent visgit {o the
Nazl extermination camps at Auschwitz and Birkenau,(Oswiecim and Brzezinka, '_Poland}. Perlmutter ssaid:

“No pope — no man of great moral suasion — can visit Auschwitz or Birkenau without every literate, remem-

‘bering Jew around the world 'waiting with bated breath for what he will say.”

Perimutter praised the pope’'s words at the inscription remembering the Jewish victims of the Nazi Holocaust.

“It is not permissible to pass over this inscription with indifference,” said the pope at the time.

Perimutter comnienl.éd. “The whole world understood what he was saying. He was saying it must never hap-
pen again."” . '

Maxwell Greenberg, ADL national chairman added, “Jews have the feeling that the Holocaust happened not
because everyone was evil, but because so many people were indifferent. When the pope said you cannot pass
over this ‘'with indifference,” it meant a great deal to Jews.”

After the press conference Theodore Freedman, national program director of the ADL told NC News that on a
recent trip to Israel he feit “a sense of warmth toward Pope John Paul i in high places.”

He described the new pope as a man with great sensitivity toward Jews and more personal knowledge of
them than his predecessors. '

As an example of the pope's sensitivity, he noted that in the customary exchange of gifts at the audience the
pope gave the commineé delegation “beautiful, full-color art books” instead of the fairly standard gift of papal
medals.

Most American Jews would not be offended at receiving a papal medal. Strict Orthodox Judaism, however,
which interprets literaily thg biblical ban on graven images would more than likely be offended.




SRR A R

SRR R RN

. Miall Address:

Cemmecticnt Jowish Ledger
Joyce Wiittg Bridgspert Corres pondent

49 Pork Avemne

Bridgepert, Con, 0884

e: 314-T88d

Deadline for nows Is 10 a.m, Friday jrior to the week of publication

Report 700 Terrorists

(Continued from Page 1)

tanks and 250 artillery pieces of
all calibers. He said he didn't
believe the Syrians intended to
withdraw their forces from
Lebanon

Menacing Position of Jordan

But Saguy expressed his
greatest concern over what he
contended was the shift in the
balance of power along Israel's

Thursday, Oct. 4, 1979
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levnsh Pollsh Leaders Show

Concern Over Ethnic Slurs

NEW YORK (JTA) — Leaders
from the Polish-American and
Jewish communities in the
United States have amoumced a
joint study of the origins of anti-
Pdish and anti-Jewish attitudes
in some segments of American
society, it was announced
following a daydong consultation
late last month at St. Mary's
College in Orchard Lake, Mich.

The inter-ethnic dialogue was
stimulated by the announcement
that Pope John Paul II would be
visiting this country.

The dialogue participants ex-
pressed deep concern over the
persistent manifestations in
American society of anti-Polish
and anti-Semitic slurs expressed
in popular culture and asserted
that these slurs cause
psychological damage, es-
pecially to young people, who are
the victima of such defamation.

The dialogue was organized by
Rev, Leanard F. Chrobot, Polish-

American religious and ethnic -

leader who is president of St.
Mary's Colege, and Harold
Gales, president of the American
Jewish Committee's Detroit
Participants included
representatives from key
national Polish-American
organizations and academic life
and prominent staff and lay
leaders of the AJCommittee,
including Rabbi Marc Tanen-
baum, national director of in-
terreligious affairs; George
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S:abad, a former mayor of
Scarsdale, New York, and a
member of the A.Icunmllha‘l
Natioaal Board of Governors;
Leonard Wajostynowicz,
‘executive director Polish-
American Congress; Eufene
Kuidewicz, president of the
Kosciussko PFoundation; and
Andrew Ehrenkreuts of the North
American Center for Polish
Studles.

Callfor BetterJuilgement

The “Orzhard Lake
Statement’” strofigly rejected

.offensive “‘anti-Polish jokes'’

perpetrated by the media, par-
ticularly by comedians. The
participants called for better
judgement on behall of
responsible media leaders in this

regard. _
"Similarly, both groups
disapproved of any anti-Semitic

culture, including some anti-
Jewish manifestations heard
following the recent tesignation
of Ambassador Andrew Young.

The hope was expressed that
tension between the Black and
Jewish communities wolld be
resolved quickly and that the
spirit of cooperation be restored.

Bertheld Gaster, Co-Rublisher snd Editer’

IE ot

A

plwalistic society, any break-
down of communication between
any ethnic groups hurts all ethnic
groups and the societv as a
whole.”

Both preups acknowledged that
{there bas been comsiderable
Mmimmderstanding in bath the
Polish and Jewish communities
in the United States ard
elsewhere over the
situation of the Jewish
tragedy of the Naz Holocaust.

They declared that they shared

.the conviction that ““history must

not become a hitching post to the
past, but rather a guiding post to
4 more humane future.”

The Polish and Jewish leaders
agreed to organize a project of
Polish and Jewish scholars who
would seek to write and publish
together an objective joint
Palish-Jewish history, and other
ailtural documents, wheh would
take into account the respective
understandings and sensitivities
of beth communities in their
common pursuit of objecrive

' manifestati. s in the general truth

The Polish and Jewish leaders
alsp agreed in the coming months
for a highdevel delegabon of
Polish and Jewish religious and
éthnic leaders to visit Poland and
Israel in order to promote
deepened understanding of
“spiritual homelands”™ n both
communities.

‘Butcher Of Lyon’ Lives
Secure Life In Bolivia

By JAIME REIBEL"
LA PAZ, Bolivia (JTA) —
Klaus Barbi, alias Klaus Altman,

for partisan activity in the srea
.The French Armed Furces
Tribunal, 8 war c¢rimes



RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

FRIDAY, JULY 6, 1979

PONTIFF PRAISES AMITY EFFORTS
OF JEWS AND POLISH-AMERICANS

By Pamela Mendels
Religious News Service Correspondent (7-6-79)

ROME (RNS) -- Pope John Paul II has warmly endorsed the work of
a committee sét up to foster greater understanding between Polish-
American Catholics and American. Jews, a spokesman for the committee
said here.

Fourteen members of the joint American-Jewish and Polish-
American Catholic Committee met privately with the Polish pope
at the Vatican.

The committee includes delegates from the North American
Studium for Polish Affairs, the Polish-American Congress, the
Amer ican Council of Polish Cultural Clubs, and the New York-
based Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith.

According to Theodore Freedman, an ADL official and a member
of the committee, the pope expressed his "special interest and
support” for the work of the group.

The committee, he said, also received the pope's endorsement
of its first major project -- the establishment of an international
literary award in honor of the memory of Januz Korczak, a Polish
Jewish humanitarian who died in the Nazi concentration camp of
Treblinka.

Mr. Korczak, who would have been 100 years old this year, was
a writer, physician, and radio broadcaster well known throughout' his
native Warsaw as "the old doctor."

He established the city's first Jewish orphanage and later
collaborated in the founding of a non-Jewish home for orphans.

His real name was Henryk Goldschmidt, but he adopted the name
Januz Korczak as his pen name for his poetry and other literary
writings.

~ In August 1942, though he was offered refuge with friends,
he insisted on being deported with the children of his orphanage
who had been ordered to Treblinka. He died there in a Nazi gas
chamber,

In his talk to the committee, Pope John Paul praised
Mr. Korezdk as a 'rare human being,” a "worthy symbol of the work of
brotherhood you are undertaking."

(more) PAGE -1-
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"Korczak is an ideal symbol of morality and religion," the
pontiff added. "And you have my admiration, my devotion, and my
blessing in his important work."

Committee members explained that though Polish-American and
Jewish groups have been meeting together for some time, the election
of a Polish.born pope in October greatly accelerated cooperation
between the two groups.

The committee chose the promotion of the Korczak prize as its
first major project, because it was felt that a cultural activity was
an appropriate way to reach the Jewish and Polish-American communities.

The history of Polish Catholic and Jewish relations "has not
always been happy,ﬁ Mr. Freedman, the ADL official, noted.

Through the commemoration of a man who was both deeply Polish
and deeply Jewish, the committee hopes '"to open up channels of
communication between two 1mportnnt groups," . Freedman
explained.

The Korczak prize will go to two works each year. In 1979 --
the United Nations-sponsored International Year of the Child -- the
prize will be awarded to the children's book that best exemplifies
the ideals Korczak stood for, and to the best book about children
written for parents or for those working with youngsters.

=0~

VALENTIN MOROZ FAMILY
JOINS HIM IN NEW YORK

By Religious News Service (7-6-79)

NEW YORK'(RNS) == Ukrainian nationalist Valentin Moroz
was reunited with his wife and son at New York's Kennedy Airport
as hundreds of his supporters cheered.

Mr. Moroz's wife, Riassa, 42, and his son, Valentin, Jr., 17,
arrived July 5 after a flight from Moscow.

Mr. Moroz, 43, a historian, was released from a Siberian prison
camp and came to the United States with four other dissidents in
April in exchange for two Soviet spies.

Some 250 supporters, waving yellow-and-blue Ukrainian
nationalist flags, sang the "Mnohaya Lita," a traditional folk tune,
wishing the Moroz family "many happy years together."

Mr, Moroz's 72~year-old father was originally scheduled
to come to the United States as well.

According to a family spokesman, the elder Moroz decided
"just simply that he would like to spend his final years in the
Ukraine,"

wle PAGE -2-




Contact: Fran Rosencrantz
Publicity Director

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 122 East 42nd Street

NEWS | | New York, NI
from Stein and Day

DIARY OF WARSAW GHETTO "MAYOR" PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH FOR FIRST TIME

THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM CZERNIAKOW is "a searing living human document, perhaps
one of the most important diaries of the Holocaust.'"
--Publishers Weekly

""Raul Hilberg is an outstanding authority on the Holocaust, and his presentation
of THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM CZERNIAKOW to the American audience is bound to be a
major event in Holocaust study."
== s ' : ' S e --Herman Wouk

THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM CZERNIAKOW: Prelude To Doom, edited by Raul Hil-

berg, Stanislaw Staron and Joseph Kermisz (February 23, 1979; $16.95), is the
secret journal of the Jew who presided over the Warsaw Ghetto under the Nazis.
It is now published in English for the first time. Called "one of the most

important diaries of the Holocaust'" by Publishers Weekly in its advance review,

the work contains daily entries from September, 1939 to July, 1942, when Adam
Czerniakow committed suicide rather than supply Jews for deportation to the
death camps. Missing for 22 years, the document turned up in Canada in 1964 in

the possession of a woman who had known Czerniakow, and it was later acquired

by the State of TIsrael.
Isaiah Trunk, winner of the National Book Award for his work, Judenrat,

says Czerniakow's journal is "an indispensable book on the nature of the tricky

and tortuous relations between the Chairman of the Judenrat of the largest Ghetto

in occupied Europe, and the German supervisory authorities."

October 4, 1939: "I was driven to [the Security Police] and was ordered
to co-opt 24 men for the Community Council and to assume its leadership."”
May 21, 1941: '"Governor Fischer contended that starving the Jews was not
his objective [and] pointed out that the corpses lying in the streets
create a'very bad impression....The corpses, he said, must be cleared away
quickly."

February 20, 1942: "At this very moment the chief of the Order Service
has reported a case of cannibalism in the Jewish Quarter. Mother-child.
Here is the report:..." ) '
July 22, 1942: "We were told that all Jews irrespective of sex and age...
-will be deported....Today a contingent of 6000 people must be provided.
And this (at a minimum) will be the daily quota."

On July 23, 1942, Czerniakow committed suicide.

THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM CZERNIAKOW has been edited by leading Holocaust
scholar Raul Hilberg, Stanislaw Staron, and Joseph Kermisz; it was translated

by Staron and the Staff of Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. In a recent New York Times

interview, Dr. Hilberg pointed out that because Czerniakow dealt directly with
German officials, "there are insights and information that is new and important
in the diary that nobody else could have known." For example, a diary entry as

early as October 4, 1941 shows that the Germans had already decided on the final

(over)



solution to the Jewish question. Dr. Hilberg also believes this diary to be
more important than the Emmanuel Ringleblum papers, because Ringleblum lived
inside the Warsaw ghetto and could only record events that took place behind the
wall. Ringleblum is the historian on whose secret file John Hersey based his
1950 novel, The Wall.

Czerniakow brings to this day-to-day record of events a depth of knowledge,
accuracy of detail, and panorama of view that was possible to no other partic-
ipant in the epic prelude to the final doom of the largest captive Jewish
community of Eastern Europe, one half-million people who were deported to the
death camps at Treblinka. The importance of the work, which has been long
awaited by the Jewish community, is further confirmed from another quarter,
Albert Speer, the second most powerful man in Nazi Germany, has written
that Czerniakow's diary ''reveals the horror in a new perspective. A horror
which surpasses all imagination....depicted here by an honest Jew whose heart
was broken by it."

About the Editors: Raul Hilberg is John G. McCullough Professor of Political
Science at the University of Vermont. A noted Holocaust scholar for years, he
is the author of The Destruction of the European Jews and editor of Documents

of Destruction. Hilberg has also had articles published in Society, Midstream,
Present Tense, Societas, and other magazines.

Stanislaw Staron is Chairman of the Department of Political Science at the
University of Vermont. He has been published in East Europe, Orbis, and World
Politics magazines and in Canadian Slavonic Papers.

Dr. Josef Kermisz is Director of Archives at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem.

THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM CZERNIAKOW: Prelude to Doom

Edited by Raul Hilberg, Stanislaw Staron, and Josef Kermisz
Publication date: February 23, 1979

Price: 816.95, cloth

480 pages

Photographs and line drawings

*A Jewish Book Club Selection
*A History Book Club Selection



THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM
CZERNIAKOW: Prejude to Doom .
Edited by Raul Hilberg, Stanislaw Sta-
ron and Joseph Kermisz. Translated by
Stanislaw Staron and the staff of Yad
Vashem. Stein and Day, $16.95 ISBN
0-8128-2523-3
Adam Czerniakow, a Polish Jew, was
chairman of the Warsaw Judenrar for
nearly three years. Appointed “may-
or’" of the ghetto during the seige of
Warsaw, Czerniakow struggled to gov-
ern from September 23, 1939, until his
suicide July 23, 1942, He kept this col-
lection of notebooks, a day-to-day
diary, from September 1939 to the day
of his death, recording his daily con-
tacts with German and Polish officials,
noting the tragic state of affairs in the
ghetto. The entries are brief, precise,
accurate, and therein lies their impor-
tance. They reveal information, not on-
ly about statistics, but of the terrible
German policies and the way they were
implemented, of the constant losing
struggle for survival by the Jews with
Treblinka's death camps as final desti-
nation. Czerniakow's quiet terse notes,
assembled, annotated, translated by
distinguished scholars, are an invalu-
——able-historical record; a-searing living
human document, perhaps one of the
most important diaries of the Holo-
caust. Illustrations, map, notes, appen-
dix, sources, index.

"A one-of-a-kind docu-
ment..."

—-=Library Journal

NEWS
from Stein and Day

"Raul Hilberg is an outstanding authority on
the Holocaust, and his presentation of THE
WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM CZERNIAKOW to the
American audience is bound to be a major event
ih Holocaust study."

~--Herman Wouk

"This book reveals the horror in a new per-
spective. A horror which surpasses all
imagination and at which this diary cries out
in particular pain through having to be recor-
ded in a factual manner. It illustrates the
sense of order [of] the minor assistants [of]
those in power, who understood how to regiment
even the misery-—depicted here by an honest
Jew, whose heart was broken by it."

--Albert Speer

"THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM CZERNIAKOW is an
indispensable book on the nature of the tricky
and tortuous relations between the Chairman of
the Judenrat of the largest Ghetto in occupied
Furope, and the German supervisory authorities.
It gives us a most detailed narrative of the
squirmings of the man, trapped in the net of
Nazi brutality and deceit, in his endeavors
which proved hopeless, to save a minimal
measure of human dignity.

It also sheds light on the precarious
position of a Judenrat vis-a-vis the besieged
Jewish community. In this regard its unigue-
ness is without parallel."

--Isaiah Trunk

"Most strikingly, the diary reveals Czerniakow's refusal to surrender his

own sense of human dignity.

Such is the power of this often awkward book

that even Czerniakow's reading of his beloved Cervantes becomes not an
escape from reality, but a moving, if futile, reaffirmation of his faith
in a reality with no room for the Nazis."

~-The Kirkus Reviews

Edited by Raul Hilberg, Stanislaw Staron, and Josef Kermisz
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EDITORIAL FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 and FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1979

Alvery promising initiative has began between two of Chicagbland's
major ethnic groups. ‘It is an initiative that we applaud and
'suoport and 1t is one in which we at WCEV happlly parthlpate.

Leaders of: the Folish-American and thﬂ Jewxsu-Aner¢can compun1t1es
have gotten together to discuss common problems and to help ciear 5
up some mlsunderstandlngs that have divided these two groups in the
Dast. :

" The Jewish—American/Polish~American dialogue is a part of a natio- _
nal movement sponsored by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops,
‘the American Jewish Committee and the Polish American Congress.

The discussions include subjects such as anti-Polish and anti-Jewish
humor and prejudice against both groups in American society. One
important point of the discussion is considerable misunderstanding
of the situation of Jews in Poland and the horrible tragedy of the

- Nazi holocaust. Some of these subjects are delicate ones and require
much rethinking. But the dialogue is an 1mportant first step and we
are convinced it will lead to action. - : '

In a plurallstlc society such as America, communication between ethnic

groups is imperative. 2And we at VICEV pledge ourselves to help make
that communication, that dialogue, possible. . :

Wi Chicacoianss ETHP-:!C "’0""
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1545 East 50th St.
Chicagzo, Il11l, A0637

/ ?/577/
Norman Podhorats
Editor, Cozmentary

New York, liew York
Dear Mr, Podhorats:

I gm submitting the enclosed manuscript to you for publication
on racommemiation of my friend and faculty advisor Professor Zdward
Shils. He suzgested that I also send copies to Arnaldo Momigliano
and Saul Bellow.

I am also sending a cory to Professor Paul “eier of this uni-
versity; he has read a draft of the eizhty vaze monograph "Polish-
Jewish ﬁelations in Jewish Holocaust Historiograchy from which
this essay is taken. '

The essay 1s substantially complete although it is.dn need of
some stylistic improvement. I have tried to ksep it to the shortest
length consistent with accuracy; i1t could easily be expanded ~ if
required. '

A1l suwgestlor.'would be most. welcome. I -

& . imr oz S
=i e s el . Ce e e am T ae TSl s mm
s S et -‘---m-u """'.:—n. T "ﬁ‘""""‘"'*‘h-_—__d--‘—* e RN S e i

Mény thanks and bast w1shes,'

Sincerely,

2

Richard Adamiax
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Lucy Dawidowicz's iar Agaihst the Foles

" Richard Adamiak

- This is an analysis of the portrayal of wartime

Polish-Jewish relations in The War Againstlthe Jews by

Lucy Dawidowicz, a work which is regarded as authoritaiive_

‘ard which has had a very wide distribution. First published
in 19?5,.it went to_three-printings in clothbound format and
_has_gbne'to at ;east four printings inlpéperbound. 1It met

with laudatory reviews in all'qﬁarters and was selected by

four bookclubs: Book-of-the-Month Club, History Book Club,
Commentary Library, Jewish Publication Society of America.

It is listed prominently in the bibliography of "A Viewer's

_Gulde to Holo aust" and was thus used to substantlate the

f.accuracy of the movie 'Holocaust“ The author Ls-a,member

of the Pre51dent S Comm1551on on the Holocaust
Nothwzthstandlng its other merits, the work's agcounf'

of Eolish—Jewish relafives is highly inaécurate. This.is

the first thesis of this essay. The second thesis is that

its inaccuracies are attrlbutable to the wxllful and syste-

matlc suppresszon of important ev1d°nce by the author. This

'is a serious allegation. To remove any trace of ambiguity:

the claim is not that the author overlooked available sources,

but rather that she suppressed evidence in sources known to

her, referred to by her, and listed in her bibliography.
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n her preface the author disavows 2ny intention to
In h prefa t author disavows any intention to
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were, alas, merely human, saints and sinn ers. imperfect earth-
lings". Since the historian "can never quite know men from

the inside" the author will not judge nbt even'ﬁthe handful'

- of Jewish leaders who have been chamged by surv1vors and

scholars with criminal behavior." In short. she_"trled to
present wha# actaally happened.“\} Not an Actonl&n posxtlon.e'-
but surely a defensible'one if implemented systematlcally.
But it is not; the Poles are Judred, and the evxdence in thelr
favor is supnressed. | | | 4 | |

P ror example. it is well known td;etudents of . the sub—-f'-
ject that the official Polish underground Home Army supplied

few armés to the Jewlsh fighters of the l9h3 Harsaw Ghetto

'_Revolt. The question 1s 1its ﬂotlvatlon.- 3aw1dow1cz ertes '

that when ne.Jews applied to the Home Army for arms few |

were- provxded and “the question was not ;ust milltary but
leltlcal and 1t sas exacerbated by pandemlc POllSh antl—
Semltlsm .2 No mllltary motlve is glven by Daw1dow1cz. although
she knew from at least one of her sources that there was

a real military motive. According to Vladka Meed S -On Both

'Sides of the Wall, the Home Army:“feared that the planned in-

surrection in the ghetto would spread to the Poles before the

time and condltlons were pronltlous" 3Accordlng to anothar of he

lLucy Dawidowicz, The viar Aﬁalpst the Jews 1933-19&3,_

(New York: dolv, 1675), x?ii.

2Ibid p. 319.

& Hiadxa Meed, On Both Sides of the Jall trans. by
S. Meed (New York: 19?9). p. 133.
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1976). p. 25.

3

sources, Ber Mark, the aim of Amelewicz was not to dis in
tﬁe ghetto, but td spread the fighf inﬁo the‘city proger:
"he and the othérs hoped that all Warsaw w@uld réspond to
the shots in the ghetto, and revolf ﬁould Spréad throughoﬁt
the city".1 Thus the author knew what the military motive
was but she failed to state.it. giving the-impression'that
“"pandemic Polish'anti-Semitism"_was the major factor. She
provides somewhat more info-mation regar&ihg!the.pplitical-

motive: the Home Army agreed "o provide Sdme arms if the

1

7r951stance organlzatlons would take a 10Ja1ty oath ‘that in

the event of war between Poland and the Sovxet Union, they

would not use those arms on the side of the Red Army.“z

By itself'this seems a. préposterous demand} but the author

knew that the demand had some basls in experlence. ~According
to another of her sources,Zmmanuel Rir g nly m; there was a

dramatlc d ~minution of Pollsh antz-Semltlsm on the eve of

..".

" the war,whlch contlnued after the outbreak:of hesiSE e -

"The feeling of harmony and c00peratlon in defence of the

country spread throughout all classes and strata of the

Il3

country. for criminal elements among the Poles it was "busi-

ness as usual" even during this period.- Also. the Germans

Il ¥ . - .
Ber Mark, Uprising in the ‘Warsaw Ghetto. trans. by -
G. Freidlin, (ﬂew York: 1975), pp. 17,94-95; translation from

‘the 1963 Yiddish edition used by Dawidowicz.

2'Jar Against the Jews, p..319.

JEmmanuel Ringelblum, Polish-Jewish Relations During
the Second World War, ed. by J. Kermish and S. Krakowski,
trans. by D. Allon and D. Dabrowska and D. Xeren (New York:

-



began an intensive anti-Semitic campaign and "the ant‘- ; f’
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Semitic campaizn and "the anti-Semitic feellngs nere inten-

- -

' sified after the'return-op'+housaqu' of rl' es from the.terri—‘
torles that were first occupied by the SOVLﬂts and later by
the Qermans, w1th their storles of atr001e1e5' commluted
- by the N.K.V.D. (ltself descrlbed as Jewish, of course);
g " atrocities like Katyn, in splte of the many Jewish names on {

the list of the victims...Mass plllage of Jewlsh shops ‘and

1

~homes began". And this was known to'fhe'auther' as well_

as the fact that many Jews in Eastern Poland greeted the

Soviets very enuhu51astlcally. 2

By suppressing evldence knewn'ta'her "pandemicl?oiieh_e'
anti—Semitism" stands forth as the ‘motive sweeﬁihg aii else
befors it. Here is the reconstructlon of Isaiah Trunk, based
on the same evidence cnown to Dawldow1¢z

: “The mllltary leadership in the occualed country (1. e.,
" “the Home Army)held firmly to his policy of not aiding the
_Jewxsh underground with arms, 1gnor1ng the. specxflc instruc--
tions of General Wladyslaw Sikorski's staff in London... -
One of the reasons for this pollcy was the general position -
of the official leadership of the Polish underground during
this period, which was to avoid mass armed encounters with
the German occupier at any price, its motto being "Wait with
your gun at your side."” It was afraid that an organized
Jewish uprising in the ghetto would spread and involve the
urban Polish porulation. 3S=2condly, the zghetto had the repu-
tation in these circles of being a nest of Communist infil-
~tration, and it was feared that arming the ghetto would te
tantamount to arming Communist groups...Systematic of the
intensity of the Polish hatred of the Germans was the virtual
disappearance of surface anti-Semitic feelings during the
first embattled month of the war....But this buried anti-
Semitism soon surfaced agaln The resurgence of open anti-
Semitism came a2tout mainly because of exaggerated and ten-
dent.‘.cus "‘““Qrts anout 1-ha ‘-\nnnv-tcv- of‘ Jews 'rn the sagtarn

e d e

Ibid., pp. 39-40.

2
Chaim Kaplan, Scroll of Agony (New York 1965).
- pp. 49-50, 71, 77, 89- -90. -
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part of Poland cccupied by the Soviets. At the time of .
. the Soviet annexation, some Jewisn Communistis nad benaved
in a tactless and even treacherous manner, indulging in
triumphant greetings, infiltration into the Soviet occu-

. pation apparatus and informing to the NKVD on regional
Polish and Jewisnh bourgeois and Socialist leaders. In
addition, the' Jewish population generally welcomed the
Soviet occupation, which temporarily saved it from the
danger of fallinz under Naszi rule, These facts were por-
trayed to the Polish population by rsturning refugees and
by the anti-Semitic, pro-Nazi, and right wing underground
press as proof of the old anti-Semitic slogan about
Zydo-Komuna(“*Jewish Bolsheviks")... There was also a
third reason: the growing influence of reactionary and
anti-Semitic circles in the Polish underground movement

- as the German-Soviet front tegan to move into Polish terri-
tory. This strenghtened anti-Soviet attitude was clearly
expressed after the Germans raised charges in 1943 of the
Katyn Forest massacre, and the breaxing-off of Soviet-

oot o Mark, WHG’ is one of her major sources; for examplez

T I . T Tt S [T T i P SRR

Polish, diplomatic relations in the summer of 1943. 1 -
This'sahe cleér and accgrate'accounf could have been rendered
by Dawidowicz_on the.basis_of e&idence knpwn to her. Ih
addition. she knew that several Polish resistance groups,

including ele: ents of the Home Army, undertook various actions

L R to aid the Jewish fighters. Many of these are recorded by

The Polish groups of Major Iwanski provided it (The
Jewish Military Organization) with much weaponry and amu-
nition — especially grenades and machine guns. Such aid

was also received through another source: 2 Polish democratic

underzround organization called Arpand,"... On April 27,
"the heaviest fizhting of the day took place on Muranowski
Square...Significantly, there Poles fought side by side with
Jews...7wenty-four Jewish fighters were killed, among the

E . Poles, Iwanski's brother,ﬂaclaw- was killed, and his son

wounded.” 2

Isaiah Trunk, Jewish Re
(New York, 1979), »op. Es 48,

2

nses to Nazi Persecution

tesbonses .

rke, U-nrie"nn:r' TD. 2 J <8 500 fpr other a-cgmh1as ol
: ﬁ“-t.n ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

Polish assistance- 2. 6-8,88, 11-12, 33, 49, m 51, 73-5,
86, 93-95, 105-05, 111-112, ,
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‘his, &ud ouch adre, was Known I8
she suppressed it all.

This pattern of suppression is systemgtic. For
example, she devotas over 160 pages, about one quarter of
her book, to life in the ghetto. For this one of her major

sources is Ringelvlum's Notes from the Warsaw Ghetto. About

‘thirty of its entries bear directly on Polish-Jewish relations
during the ghetto period; most of them portray the Poles
favorably, in whole or in part:

"Nowodoskil and other anti-Semitic lawyers are in prison
because of the Jews. They were called in and asked what
their attitude was toward the Jews. Replied that the
question was no longer a current issue." 1

"Heard that,when Posen was taken and the Jews evicted,
the Polish populace accompanied them, particularly the
old folks, with tears in their eyes. In Lodz on
the other hand, there was no =vidence of any sympathy from
the Pelish porulace when the Jews were bteing driven into
- the Gl'tto." 2 :

oA el *‘ﬁ?~?4'-'many Jews give their things to Chrlst1ans to hide fork -
““”"*'**"‘"‘““““themﬁ but frequently the people they have given them to ~™ '~
: don't wish to return them". 3

"Heard a nunber of instances of Polish customers sending
packages with mesans of ubstance to the Jewish merchants
they used to deal with... The packages are in rayment of
the debts they owe to the merchants. Heard moving stories
in this connection". 4 5

"Saw this scene today: Students from Xonarski's high -~
school are beating Jews on the street, A few Christin&s
stand up against them and a crowd gathers. These are very
frequent oc¢currences, where Christians take the sides of
Jews against attacks by hoodlems. That wasn't so before
the war." 2 - ‘

lNotes from the WJarsawx Thetto (New York: 1974), p. 36.

2Tbid., p. %5: Olbid., p. 523 ‘Ibid., p. 67.
5Ibid., p. 68;

R
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“The righteous Gentile cursed out the Polish police
chief oT Crochnow Sor gubtlng the Haluizim in prison; mada
him personally resctonsible if a hair of tha2ir reads was
"touchad. . Bought a Dutich’'cow for them. Has gweat feell
for tbﬂ Jews who work on the land " l : : ;

"On uhe flrst day a’ter the Ghetto was closed many
Christians bought bread for their Jewish acquaintances
and friends. This-was‘a mass phenomenon.” 2

"Heard that here havs been demonstrations in the
last few days in Pollsh cities, the demonstrator's'_ slogan:
'No Jews in Warsaw.” But heard at the same time that ser-
mons have been preached in all the churches urging Christians
to forget their misunaerstandings with the Jews. On the
contrary, the Jews are to be pitied because they are im=- .
mured behind walls." 3 : _

"Heard from a Jew in Glownow that the'peasants hid the
local Jews for the whole winter; there wasn't a single
case of a Jew coming into a village and leav1ng without
a sack of potatoes.” 4 ')’

"Mr. Isaac estimates the percentage of salgtlv Gentlles
in Starograd at 95 percent.”  § .

This is a representatlve samnle, and the reader may easily
verify lt Not even ons of these was 1nc¢udea by Uav1dow102

in her leagthy portraxt of ghetto life; al;_are systematlcally

s suppreasad in favor -of~ pandemic—Polish antl—Semltlsm . She-« T,J

also knew from Vladka Meed that Rlngelblum himself was 1ater
rescued from Trawniki by one Pole and hidden by another Pole
who was also hiding thirty other'Jews.é . She xnew from the
same source, and from others; that "Decrees were issued several

times on the Aryan side threatenlng the Polns with hﬂavy prlson
11bid., p. 76; 2Ibid., p. 86:
3Ibid.; ﬁ. 117;: uIbid...p.-lB?
OIbid., p. 170.
6

Both Sides of the Wall, pp. 209-210.



sentences or capital punishment for hiding Jews voluntarily,

facilitating their escape, or affording them aid of any %ind.

Surely this measure is curious in a land of “pandémic anti-

Semitism". She also knew that thé deéth pénalty.had been

inflicted on Poles for aiding Jews. Shéfknew all this from

several of her éources-yét suppressed'éll. F

' She also had at her disposal, and used;‘gighggggg_gggﬁg;

Nations, edited by W. Bartoszewski and Z. Lewin (London, 1969);
. The former was a. member of . the CounCLl for Ald to the Jews

and was awarded the "nghteous Among the Natlons of the World"

medal by Yad Vashem. Lewin was one of the Jews saved.- |

In his valuable 1ntroduct10n to angelolum s Polish-~

Jewish Relations, Josnph Kermlsh descrlbes thls-wov{. Rl”hu“ﬂgs

1“gﬁi‘_0._'15."t.'.cu:'1stz.‘c:utﬂs the first serious, documentEd attempt
@ in Polish historical literature to present io the reader
' ' the efrort made by part of the Polish public to extend
- == ---aid to the Jewish population...the editors had recourse,
first and foremost, to the testlmony, memoirs and accounts
R of Jews-who were helped, in one fashlon or another'l by
poummasnr s o™ POTEST 2 B W : |

-8
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Dawidowicz not only did not present'even a_sh:ed of the
evidence contained in this'compilation.'but disparaged the
work in a footnote as "a complacently tendentious and self-

3 : _ i _ _

serving work".

These are gitee representatlve samples, from the 800 nage Wel
: o
Ibid., p. 152.

2 : | o ‘
Ringelblum, Polish-dewish Relations, p. xxxi.

JjDawidowicz, War Against the Jews, p. 435.




- ' . "Monsignor Zodlewski...once a militant anti-Semitic,
' a priest professing anti-Semitism in sermons and in
writing, but when fate made him an 2yewitness to the
abysmal depths of Jewish oppression and squalfor he
cast away his former attitude and deicated the whole
ardor of his prestly heart to the Jewish cause.” 1

“The death penalty for hiding or helping a Jew took
- effect in 1942...people found guilty of sheltering or
helping a Jew were usually executed on the spot, without
a trial, beaten to death in Jail, or hanged publicly.” 2

"When everybody was on the train, they closed and

. sealed the wagons and put guards around them. The wretched

people in the wagons, crowding and frying in the heat of :
- the sun, implored the merciless guards to bring them water.

But these could not be moved by human suffering. On one

occasion .a man came out of a group of Poles watching a

scene; he was holding a receptacle of water in his hand

and was coming up to the wretched, renned up people in

the wagons. An SSman noticed him. pointed his gun at him

and fired. This man, unable to watch people suffering from

extreme thirst, wanted to help them, but he was killed." 3

"Michael Klus, a policeman functioning in Cracow and,
at the same time, member of the Home Army's counter-
intelligence, was arrested and killed by the Nazis for
procur‘qg forﬂed documents for hldlng Jﬁws "L

I All-or the above are from Jewlsh accountsu The author s

—— i -

wliimadieifta SHERIH suppre351on of evidence extend to even 1solated detalls. She

states:

"At the time the ZZK was bELng formed, Jan Karski,
the liason officer between the underground in Poland and
the Polish govermment-in-exile, met with Leon Feiner,
Bund leader on the "Aryan" side, and with an unidentified
Z2ionist leader. Xarski wanted to get information about
the fate of the Jews which he would bring to *he Polish
and Allied governments.” 5

lRighteous Among Nations, p. 333

21pid., p. 601. Ibid., p. 5953 *Ibid., p. 603.

5-'.Dawidm-{icx, ‘Yar Against th Jews, pp. 317-18.

T P



. Her source is Karski's Story of a Secret State (1944),
She syppresses the fact that he visited, at grave risk,
the ghetto and death caﬁp at delzec, to be able to give
a first-hand account and thus be better prepared to
arouse support. She also omits/g;zting in London with
Bundist Arthur Zygelboim, although she records the latter's

suicide.

"Another clear example:

“About 30,000 Jews lived as 'Aryans' in the cities —
half in Warsaw — disguised, on fake papers, exposed to
denunciations and extortions by Polish blackmailers.” 1

But she suppresses the fact that most of these were
being hidden by Poles, also subject to blackmail and
denunciation. '

Dawidowicz refuses to judge the Jews who were accused

T by tyeir own of criminal behavior. Butsshe has no com-

.
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A;Wﬁw"%““;'“ "“"“pﬁﬁﬁtion abouf“judgfhg the Poles, finding them éﬁiifﬁ
of "pandemic Polish anti-Semitism", while systematically
supprssing all evidence which would prove that charge
false. It remains a mystery that she would run the risk
of destroying her reputation by such unscrupulous methods..
Inadvertent omissions of evidence occur in all research,
but the systematic suppression of evidence is a rare

event, and: a parlous one, especially so in this case

because of the edifying character of the evidence suppressed.

. 1p. 3%0.
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CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL UNION 5401 SOUTH CORNELL AVE. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60615 TELEPHONE (312) 324-8000

Department of Historical
and Doctrinal Studies

12 October 1979

Ewa Szumanska, M.A.

Executive Assistant

The American Institute of Polish Culture, Inc.
Suite 600

1000 Brickell Avenue

Miami, Florida 33131

Greetings:

I was pleased to receive your letter of October 4th re-
garding the memorialization of Polish suffering under

the Nazis in the new Holocaust memorial planned for
Washington. From the first meeting of the Holocaust
Commission which I attended as an observer it was clear

to me that this facet of the Holocaust experience could

not be ignored. Without doubt mistakes were made in the
selection of the original Holocaust Commission. Its pre-
sent directors, however, who had nothing to do with the
original selection, are sensitive to this question from

my personal contact with them. Let me say clearly, however,
that in designing this memorial the specificity of the Jewish
extermination cannot be put into the background. Without

in any way demeaning the loss of Polish lives and those of
other non-Jews, I think we P0lish Christians must recognize
that the Hitlerian attack on the Jewish People had a special
character which needs to be acknowledged.

Let me assure you and your organization that I will continue
to speak forcefully for a significant recognition in the new
memorial of the Nazi plan to totally subdue the Polish people
and wipe out its culture. I know it will not be easy to bring
together the concerns of various groups relative to the new

memorial. Hopefully Poles and Jews can begin a sincere dialogue

on this question. To this end, I personally welcome the new
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attempts at Polish-Jewish dialogue launched by the Anti-

‘Defamation League and the American Jewish Committee in

collaboration with several major national Polish organiza-
tions. I am enclosing a copy of a statement recently is-
sued from a meeting in Detroit. I hope your own organiza-
tion will endorse such efforts.

Thank you again for writing. I would be happy to hear the
reflections of your group on this important matter at any
time.

Slncerely yours.
Al A ,\h L4 4.
(Rev. )J n T, Pavﬂlkowskl, OSHM,
Professor
Member, Advisory Committee
-Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish
Relations
National Conference of Catholic
_ Bishops

5401 SOUTH CORNELL AVE. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60615 TELEPHONE (312) 324-8000

Ph.D



The American Ensﬁtute

of Polish Culture, Inc.
October 4, 1979

Father John Pawlikowski
Catholic Theological Union
5401 S. Cornell Avenue
.Chicago, I11. 60615

Dear Father Pawlikowski:

Though 1 know that you are right now in the midst of the magic aura
created by Our Holiness' visit to your city, I would like to forward
to you copies of some correspondence that I hope you will be
interested in. It is, mostly, self-explanatory. I just wanted you
to know what pressure we have exerted so far, and with what results
in insisting that Polish participation be secured in the undertakings
of the President's Commission on the Holocaust. We have come to

the point where we have to become very direct and specific. Maybe
you can help us in this task. :

Please, kindly let me know, if possible, what further progress has

been achieved in this issue so important to all of us Poles. I have
similarly approached Dr. Zajaczkowski, and Dr. Slotkowski. In order

to be successful we Poles have to act jointly, taking turns in insisting
on being included in this project. You probably know, that by now

it has been decided that a museum dedicated to the Holocaust victims -
will be created in Washington - it is now or never for us to get
~actively involved in this memorial.

Looking forward to hearing from you, with kindest regards, I am,

Sincerely,

S
" e
;  Ewa Szumanska, M.A.

Executive Assistant to the President

Encl.
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The Arnericar Insiitnte
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“i potish Cultare, inc,
October 4, 1979

Mr. Michael Berenbaum

Deputy Director

President's Commission on the Holocaust

726 Jackson Place, N.W., suite 7233

HWashington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Berenbaum:

I am very sorry to have to keep up the same topic, but there doesn't

seem to be much progress made, as yet, in clearing some of the uncomfor-
table misunderstandings which the TIME article of August 20 has entailed.
Enclosed for your information are copies of correspondence, still regarding
that matter.

In his letter to me, Professor Edwin P. Kulawiec, who has just returned
from abroad, has recommended Dr. Eugene Slotkowski of Chicago

(312-744 2233/561 1664) as well as Dr. Waclaw Zajaczkowski of Washington
(3539 R. St. NW, D.C. 20007) as particularly involved and knowledgeable
researchers who, besides Father John Pawlikowski (312-324 8000, Catholic
Theological Union, 5401 S. Cornell Ave., Chicago, I11. 60615), a close
student of the Holocaust, could cooperate in developing a monument to
the victims of World War II, undertaken by your 34-member Commission

to which not a single Pole has been invited, as yet.

.I understand that the Commission has already proposed the creation of

a major downtown Washington museum commemorating all those victims.
Therefore, creating this museum would presumably be the next phase of
activity,in which, as you have indicated in your previous correspondence,
Polish-American involvement and active cooperation would be most welcome.

That would be very nice indeed, and Mrs. Rosenstiel and I do hope that this
fruitful cooperation will be well reflected in the Holocaust monument, so
very much needed as a warning to humanity, and in foster1ng the need for
peace in this world

Sincerely,
X

\I’_". - :l_ (_I..‘_'_ﬂ f-’ 'f-ft._ “_/-\ e i
Ewa Szumanska, M.A.
Executive Assistant to the President

Encl.

cc: Dr. Eugene Slotkowski
Dr. Waclaw Zajaczkowski
Fr. John Pawlikowski
Prof. Edwin Kulawiec
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The American insiifunio
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oa 2ohinh dnifure, anc
October 3, 1979

Mrs. Mary McConachie Fernandez
Time Magazine

Editorial Offices

Rockefeller Center

New York, N.Y. 10020

Dear Mrs. Fernandez:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, in response to my comment on
TIME's article "Never Forget, Never Forg1ve“ It did not answer mine
of August 24 very adequately.

True, it is only logical that the article focused on the Jewish victims

of the Holocaust since that was and nothing else the purpose of the
Presidential Commission's trip, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary

of Israel's founding. But this is precisely what becomes so disconcerting -
that the atrocious chapter of 20th century history, which in a most tragic
way, so strongly involves also other nations, and particularly the Polish,
is being monopolized. An author may surely write what he chooses to write,
and in this case he may have fairly represented what he saw and heard.

But if you have no first-hand and/or thorough knowledge of the topic, you
cannot tell whether he fairly represented the objective, overall truth.

And in this searing matter, truth becomes a particularly sensitive issue.

You do not seem to have carefully read what I wrote in my letter to Mr. Cave
because in response to my claim that a nation-wide circulated magazine, like
TIME, when discussing the Holocaust, should acknowledge fuller the extent

of the help the Poles were giving the Polish Jews, namely that they risked
their 1ives in doing so - you imply that Polish anti-semitism is a matter of
much more importance! Very much like the author of the article did.

You speak so positively about Polish anti-semitism. And what do you know
about it? Poland is the only country in the world where the state has been
sponsoring a Jewish Theatre, which is more than can be said about the United
States - does that speak for anti-semitism at the official level? There is
some truth, though, to what you say. Llet's see where it stems from - perhaps
the Jewish tendency to resist developing an identity with the people they
have lived and shared their homeland with. Just note: nowhere in the article
is there any trace of indication that a single Jews murdered by the Nazi in
Poland was Polish. And yet they, and their forefathers, lived there since
the 13th century, when they were first invited to enjoy Polish freedom and
tolerance, whereas elsewhere they were being persecuted. In historical
perspective Polish anti-semitism compares to German anti-semitism as a straw
to a haysack. Nevertheless, in this article - dealing precisely with the
Nazi crimes and the German occupation of Poland, where the majority of those

A NON.-PROFIT TAX-EXEMPT CORPORATION



crimes were committed - this straw is being carefully singled out, and of

all things, in context with the Warsaw Ghetto uprisal, when the Poles were
the only people in the world who gave any help to the heroically fighting

Jews.

TIME magazine is being read by people, many of whom know very little or
nothing about World War II. The article by omitting important facts.about
the Polish people (that they risked their 1ives, when saving the Jews, and
that only they actively helped in the Ghetto uprisal) and focusing instead
on very marginal ones (that they did not even know what "kosher" meant, and
that some Poles were heard shouting "Look at the Jews fry!") through
shifting the perspective, distorted the historical truth in a way which

an unadvised person can never detect. And this is very revolting to us
Poles.

We can expect to see the public fed with biased press in a communist-ruled
country, but not in America. And it is not by writing a form-letter that
you will resolve these misunderstandings but by studying the materials
which have been 'sent to you, as enclosures, to broaden your knowledge of
those times, too tragic to be treated carelessly by anyone, ever.

If murder of six million of your country's population, and destruction of
your country.was to be an integral part of a publicly discussed t0p1c you,
too, would be very sensitive about how it is being handled. - - .

S1ncere1y,

i i 5/"!
; i \7 _ }- HUJL/‘ L f?

}

Ewa Szumanska, M.A.
1 : Executive Assistant to the President

cc: Mr. Ray C. Cave
Mr. Michael Berenbaum
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President’'s Commission on the Holocaust

Office of the
Director

September 11, 1979

Dear Ms. Rosenstiel:
Thank you for your letter of August 24, 1979.

I see that we are increasingly in agreement. I, too, feel
that should another stage of the Camnission's work evolve
a non-Jewish Polish-American should be actively involved
so that the views and sensitivities of the non-Jewish
Polish-Americans can be adequately reflected.

I read with great interest the lines that you underlined

fram the article in Time Magazine, and I find it perlexing
that you underlined the remark "They never did know what Kosher
meant but they defined decency." Cantor Goodfriend was speaking

of the people who saved his life and who, despite their lack of
knowledge about the traditions by which he lived, embodied and
perhaps incarnated the most fundamental value of all == decency

and solidarity. - I find his remark a noble testimony to two
extraordinary Poles. Similarly the remark by Miles Lerman that
you underlined was made on the authority of his personal experience
detailing the heroic- behavior of one family and the expression of
enjoyment over his tragic plight by an anoncmous individual. I
think that he has the full right to reflect on these two situations,
one which enbodies nobility and one which shows the fragile limits
of human solidarity.

Suite 7232, 726 Jackson Piace, NW, Washington, D.C. 20503
 202-395-7343
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Thank you for sharing your views with us and vour recammendation
regarding participation in the next stage of the Cammission's

activities.

With every good wish,

Ms. Blanka Rosenstiel

Sincerely yours,
.’.’i ,.‘"r e s
-;/“_, Tl ~r

/‘ : i
Sl Ea f_f;.'" < / ;
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Michael, Berenbaum T

Deputy Director

American Institute of Polish Culture, Inc.

1000 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida 33131



% August 24, 1979
Mr. Mfchael Berenbaum i e S Y W
Deputy Director
President's Commissicn on the naloha:rt . o
726 Jackson Place, N.M., sufte #2353 - . . ... ...
Washington, D.C. 20503 ey B e v vkt

Dear Mr. Berenbaum:

Thank you very much for your letier of July.26,.1n which .you kindly advise

us that now it is too late tc add a.new memher.to the Holocaust Commission,

It is so much giser and simplar to aveoid.errors.than._to.correct. tnem after-.
wards. Six more months of life-span for the Commission .is plenty of time.

to still benefit of the ccrretence of an zdditicnal Polish-American member,
and names of such canoidatps heve Leen. succested. to. President Carter ty
Professor Edwin P. Kulawiec ir his lettzr of December 6, 1273 (Father John T,
Pawlikowski of the Catholie Thzoiozic2! Unlen in Chicago, Dr.. Stefan Korbonsiti,
Profesczor Karski). Such a new mezher should bv 311 means.still be invitad

to help in developinc the memerial to tha victims of the Nazis, in order - as
you say in your letter - to "do justice *c the particularity of. the exnerience..
without diluting or falsifyino the axrnrience of .the victims and: Lne universal
implications cf the Holocaus:'. .. ... g =gy S _

Those are vorv reassuring werds, hut facts .seem o prove the opposite. 1t

did not take us long to see firet sar “-e; of .the evidence presented to the

© ganeral public in: form of Stefan Zenfer's report on this. Commission's travel

to Europe, putlished in the Times rmagazine of Auwqust . 20. Enclosed is a comy -
of our 13tter to the Editer, comentint on.the inplicit distortions.cef truthn

" this article contains. We would.like io se2e thit situation corrected.

Méhdo trust that you yoursalf will acrce it willbbe more effective to fnvite . .

a specific, well selectad specialist of.Polish descent, rather than vaguely
rely on the advice, views and suznaestions you. solicit from leading Polish-

Americans in veneral with no one.immeciateiy.and.directly involved in the

project., .

'P013rd fe the country vhere ﬂcst o€ tho “or&d iar 11 atrocities were curmitted -

on the Poles as well as on tne Jews. The rnlns shouid. therefore activp?v be
invoived i the honarzhle 3‘?1“”ﬁﬁﬁt =T develeping a merorial which will ensure

that none of those who died during the Holocaust died in vain, .for their fully .

respecied mencry shel! serve to cavacuird our Tuture.

' Sircerely,
Encl. : .
¢cc: The ilonorable James Car~ter. .. . Ewa Szwnanska, Executive f£ssistant
cc: His Excellency Zbfanienr ... . for Blanka Rosenstiel, President
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