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LATIN AMERICA: THE ARAB CONNECTION

A Foreign Affairs Background Memorandum
By Jacob Kovadloff
Director of South American Affairs

For many years, Western nations, especially the United States, were virtually
the only important foreign investors in Latin America, a region rich in the
raw materials--metals, fuels and so on--needed to feed highly industrialized
economies. Implicit in this financial predominance was political influence;
after World War II, for example, members of the new Organization of American
States--a loose federation inspired by the U.S. "Good Neighbor Policy''--al-
most automatically followed this country's lead on most international issues.

In recent years, these political and economic ties to the West have been
loosening: Castro's Cuba has been a Communist satellite since 1962; Argentina
and Brazil, which have embarked on huge industrialization programs of their
own, and Venezuela and Mexico, both important oil exporters, no longer accept
other nations' efforts to control their economies or political orientation.

And smaller, poorer countries reflect the winds of nationalism and Third World
ideologies that have swept so many underdeveloped areas of the globe. The
pervasive poverty and other social ills long plaguing Latin America provide
fertile ground for agitation and terror from Cuban- inspired and local guerrilla
groups at both political extremes. Leftist terrorist groups are often countered
by terrorist repression, official and non-official, from the right. Political
upheavals have overturned democracies in Argentin.a, Chile, Peru, Uruguay, and
have toppled repressive regimes in Bolivia and Nicaragua. Several other auth-
oritarian govermments also face strong challenges.

This situation offers a hospitable climate for the economic and political am-
bitions of the newly rich Arab world, and a number of Arab states have acted
to take advantage of it. In this move, they are aided by a substantial Arab
presence in latin America, the worldwide resurgence of ethnic consciousness
and the growing importance of the Middle East in world affairs.

The Arab-Latin Americans

Of the 342 million population in Latin America, estimates of the number of peo-
ple of Middle East extraction range from 9 to 15 million. There are 5 million
Arabs in Brazil and 2 million in Argentina.

By contrast, there are 600-700,000 Jews in all of Latin America, half of them
in Argentlna 150,000 in Brazll 50,000 in Uruguay and 40,000 in Mexico. The
‘balance of Latin America's Jewish populatlon is scattered among the more than

a dozen other states, with Latin Americans of Arab origin far outnumbering Jews
in the region.

s

The overwhelming majority of Latin American Arabs are Christians (Maronites,
Catholics, Copts and others) well assimilated into the area's predominantly
Spanish, Portuguese and Italian societies. There are also a sizeable number
of former Syrians and Lebanese who retain the French culture which dominated
these countries until after World War II. Only a small number remain Muslims;
nevertheless, ethnic solidarity between Latin American Arabs and the Arab world
is strong and has increased sharply since the Middle East conflict, and the
stepped-up propaganda of the Arab League, Arab diplomats and the PLO.

International Relations

A1l the Latin American countries, rich and poor, proclaim themselves part of
the Third World, and generally vote with the Arabs and the Soviet bloc agamst
Israel and the West in the UN and other international forums.



All Latin American states claim to be peace-loving but many are heavily armed,
and several of the larger states compete sharply for regional dominance. Sim-
mering territorial disputes sometimes further complicate the political scene:
Argentina and Chile both claim the Beagle Channel Islands; Chile, Bolivia and
Peru want the coastal areas which Chile won in a war with the other two coun-
tries more than 100 years ago; Venezuela and Colombia dispute rights to their
shared oil-rich shores; Peru and Ecuador claim each others' border oil fields.
It was only a few months ago that Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay
finally settled their conflicting claims to the rivers that course through

all four countries and represent valuable sources of hydroelectric power.

Many of the states have territorial quarrels with Western nations. Mexico
argues that the status of millions of Mexicans illegally entering and living
in the Western U.S. should be regularized as partial compensation for the
American seizure of this territory in 1847. Panama's recently won agreement
with the U.S. ceding complete ownership of the Panama Canal to Panama by the
end of this century came only after years of bitter negotiation. Cuba ob-
jects to the continued presence of the U.S. base at Guantanamo. There is an
ongoing dispute about fishing rights: Latin American countries unanimously
favor a 200-mile off-shore limit; the U.S. and other Western countries insist
on a 20-mile limit. In addition, Argentina continues to protest British oc-
cupation of the Falkland (Malvinas) Islands, rumored to swim in a sea of oil;
and Guatemala demands that Great Britain give up Belize. Despite these dif-
ferences, however, most Latin American nations maintain cordial relations with
the U.S. and other Western countries, and even with Israel, whose trade with
South and Central America and Mexico increases annually. Professions of anti-
imperialism notwithstanding, many of the nations of the region energetically
solicit capital investment from the West, and especially from the U.S.

Arab Penetration

The overwhelming factor in the Arabs' penetration of Latin America has been
economic interest on both sides. The entire region needs both fuels and in-
vestment capital, and Arab money is now as plentiful as its oil reserves.
Venezuela, Mexico, Ecuador, Bolivia and Trinidad are the only petroleum ex-
porters in the region. (Mexico, although not a member of OPEC, keeps pace
with the cartel's prices.) The other nineteen Latin American countries must
import oil; and most of those oil needs are met by the Arab oil-producing
states. At the same time, Latin America's need for capital meshes well with
the Arabs' desire to invest their cash .reserves in potentially profitable
enterprises. The oil states also want to buy development technology at the
best terms, and several countries in Latin America are in a position to furnish
it. The Middle East nations would also like to diversify their sources of
military equipment, which until now has come primarily from the U.S. and other
Western countries.

Brazil, the world's fifth largest nation, is far and away the most aggressive
seeker of Arab business in Latin America, and numerous missions to the Middle
East-have-come home with sales contracts for billions of dollars in manu-
factured goods and for public works that will provide work for large numbers
of Brazilian technicians and workers in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the
United Arab Emirates.

Petrobras, Brazil's state-owned oil company, bid successfully for exploration
of Iraqi wells. The project included exploration, well-draining, an oil pipe-
line network, and the expansion of a terminal; and the deal was detailed in
the Brazilian press in September 1979. Braspetro, a subsidiary of Petrobras,
would invest about $2 billion in an Iraqi oil field at Majnoon, which the
company discovered in 1973. With an estimated reserve of 7 million barrels,
this field was expected to yield 700,000 barrels a day by 1983. In exchange
for this investment, Braspetro would be able to buy 25 percent of the first
350,000 barrels at_ $4 below prevailing prices, and pay even less as pro-
duction increased.™ By early January 1980, the agreement had been sweetened.

1. The New York Times, Jan. 11, 1980.




Brazil announced that it was relinquishing its development rights to the
Majnoon fields in return for a shipment of 11.3 million barrels, for which
she will pay about $180 million, or $16 per barrel (Iraq's selling price
elsewhere is $26 per barrel). Brazil will be able to buy another 20.7
million barrels at market prices, and is guaranteed an extra 160,000 barrels
per day for the next 13 years.2

Other Brazilian companies have also made profitable agreements with Iraq:
Mendes Juniors is building a 300-mile railroad for $1.5 billion; about 600
Brazilian workers and technologists are already working on this project in
Iraq, and a total 2,200 are expected by April 1980. Esusa has built a hotel
in Bagdad providing work for 250 Brazilian employees; Engesa has sold Iraq
about $100 million in arms; Mengels has sold the country a million heating
canisters. At the October 1979 Manufactured Goods International Fair in
Bagdad, the Brazilian Pavilion included 46 corporations. It is clear, how-
ever, that economic growth is only part of Brazil's long-term ambitions.

In an announcement of talks with Iraq on a banking transaction, Brazilian
officials said "it is implicit" that both sides want to ''eliminate' American
and European bankers as middlemen. And, as The New York Times reported on
January 16, 1980, Brazil's goal is to assert 1ts own geopolitical power on its
own continent and elsewhere in the Third World, with particular emphasis on
Africa.

More ominously, perhaps, a Brazilian mission headed by Foreign Minister Ramiro
Saraiva Guerreiro visited Iraq to study other teclmologi*cal needs, including
the development of nuclear energy (although Argentina is far ahead in this
technology after its purchase from West Germany). This mission follows an
agreement, in September 1979, between Iraq's Minister of Commerce and the
President of Nuclebras (Brazil's state agency), which includes not only sales
of natural uranium, but also construction of advanced nuclear reactors--tech-
nology which Brazil itself has not yet received in full from West Germany.

As Carlos Chagas, a well-known journalist, wrote last November in 0 Estado de
Sdo Paulo: '"...[We] were never so dependent on Washington as we are now on
Traq....The President of Iraq holds the key not only to Iraqi, but to Brazilian
security....As long as our energy sources are not diversified...we need the
good will of Iraq to survive.' On the other hand, Chagas continued, Iraq
needs Brazil: 'Without access to nuclear energy for economic development, and
a counterweight to what Israel may have, Iraq's survival is in danger....[al-
though] the word 'bomb' was never used...the Arabs know they will never enter
the Atomic Club with the help of the big powers. Finally, we need oil, we

are friends, we have common interests.' President (General) Joao Bautista
. Figueiredo said the same thing more succinctly shortly afterwards. Asked by
a reporter how he thought the oil crisis would affect Brazil's prospects for
1980, he replied: 'You should ask the Arabs; they are the ones who can answer
that question.'3 : X

New York Times correspondent Warren Hoge summarized the reasons for this de-
pendency 1n an article early in February 1980:. 5w £ g

"It is no coincidence that Brazil's great period of record-breaking
growth and its control over inflation both came to an end in 1973,
when world oil prices began to soar. Brazil has played the petroleum
card with abandon, creating the world's ninth-largest automobile
industry and tracking its vastness with tens of thousands of miles
and highways. It did not react to the new realities of the game in
the middle 1970's, and it is now paying the price.

Brazil imports 85 percent of its petroleum, and will spend $10 billion
for it this year. The amount is staggering in itself, but it poses a
particular burden for Brazil. The country already has a foreign debt
of $52 billion, 70 percent of which must be amortized in the early
1980's, and it is trying to combat both trade imbalances and domestic
inflation by reducing imports and increasing exports." 4

2. Latin American Weekly Eﬁ;&rt, London, Jan. 18, 1980.

3, O Estado de 5S40 Paulo, Nov. 28, 1979.

4. "Energy Costs Stunt Brazil's Development,' The New York Times: International
Energy Supplement, Feb. 3, 1980.




Brazil is the largest arms producer in the Third World. Last July, she de-
livered to Iraq the first ten of a 2,000-unit purchase of armored combat cars
(some of them, it has been rumored, to be forwarded to Syria for use on the
Golan Heights). It was also reported that Brazil was preparing a mass sale
of weapons to the Saudis.S  Among those under consideration is a counter-
insurgency turbojet to replace an obsolete British model, and a light tank
purportedly at half the price of its American equivalent and better suited
to desert warfare, as well as other sophisticated weapons promoted as more
adaptable to the Middle East climate and the skills of its work forces.
Qatar has already agreed to buy such armaments from Brazil, and talks with
Kuwait are in progress. In addition, Saudi Arabia and Brazilhave negotiated
agreements on joint projects for agricultural and industrial development in
Pakistan and the Sudan.

Volkswagen in Brazil is considering setting up an assembly plant in Egypt with
a capacity of 10,000 to 15,000 cars a year; and Egypt's Ambassador Ezzedine
Rifaat said recently that his country might also sell oil to Brazil soon, ex-
plaining . that Egypt expected to start prospecting near the Libyan border
shortly, possibly with Brazilian help.

Brazil is far from the only Latin American country seeking business in the Arab
world. Argentina is selling meats (mostly lamb) and grains to the Arabs; Ecuador
sells bananas and other fruits; and Peru sells copper. The government of Chile
sold one of its largest agr:.cultural properties, Hacienda Rupanco, to the Vice
President of a Saudi Arabian bank for $35 million. Uruguay has been trying,

with mixed success, to sell meat and agricultural produce to the Arab countries.
Colombia has sold coffee in quantity to the Middle East and has cordially re-
ceived several Arab business missions. Most other Latin American states are

too poor and underdeveloped either to produce goods the Arabs might buy or to
absorb large Arab investments. -

'Diplomatic Pragmatism'

It is hardly surprising that Latin America's foreign policy has followed its
thrust for economic ties with the Arab world. A high Brazilian official has
described his government's relations with Arab countries as the "art of diplo-
matic pragmatism.' And as Foreign Minister Azeredo da Silveira pointed out
when the 1973 Arab oil embargo had halted Brazil's economic boom, o0il is bought
more easily with politics than with money.

Although Brazil has been ruled by more or less repressive military governments
for more than 15 years, its foreign policy usually reflects an earlier demo-
cratic history. Thus '"diplomatic pragmatism" goes far to explain why Brazil--

a country that fought against Hitler in World War II--was one of the three
Latin American states (along with Cuba and Mexico) which voted at the 1975
United Nations General Assembly for the resolution equating Zionism with racism.

Cuba's anti-Zionism vote was expected. And Mexico's was directly attributable
to the personal ambitions of its then President, Luis Echeverria. Barred by
law from seeking a second term of office, Echeverr:.a decided, as Mexican wags
were saying, to run for 'President of the World"--that is, to succeed Kurt
Waldheim as UN Secretary General. As part of his J‘.ntematiorial campaign he
traveled to several Arab states, recognized the PLO in Mexico's behalf, offered
his own good offices to settle the Arab-Israel conflict, and arranged for Mexico
to support the Zionism-racism resolution. (He was nevertheless not elected to
the post he coveted.)

Since José Lopez Portillo became President of Mexico in 1976, the country's
policy toward Israel has grown markedly friendlier. President Lopez Portillo
governs his country as a democratic leader and is trying to use its recently
discovered oil reserves--perhaps the largest in the world--to develop a
rational economy that will assure a decent standard of living for millions of
Mexicans who now live in poverty. Diplomatic and commercial relations with
Israel and the United States have become normal and realistic. Mexico will be
selling more o0il to Israel despite the furious Arab-inspired outcry and local

5. Saudi Arabia Newsletter, Oct. 7, 1979.




leftist pressure against the decision. Further evidence of the nation's
friendlier attitude was the visit to Mexico by Israel's President Efraim
Katzir in 1979, and President Lbpez Portillo's scheduled return visit early
in 1980. Nor does Mexico evidence any intention of joining OPEC, although
Saudi Arabia's Minister of Enmergy, Ahmed Zaki Yamani, visited Mexico re-
cently. Lbdpez Portillo has stated firmly that his country wants no political
commitments that may be inconsistent with the national interest.

"Diplomatic pragmatism'" also dictated Brazil's vote at this General Assembly
session for a resolution on "The Inadmissibility of Hegemonism in Inter-
national Relations," with its clause which "resolutely condemns...racism in-
cluding zionism.'" (Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Panama
and Peru also voted in favor; Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuala ab-
stained.) Brazil's delegate, Sergio Corréa da Costa, made sure to tell an
interviewer he had voted on "instruction" from his government. "Politi-
cally it meant some aligmment with the Arabs,'' he explained, and ''Brazil has
a very large Arab population...more Lebanese than in Lebanon.'" Also, 'Brazil
is so vulnerable and dependent on Arab oil." And finally, the country has
5,000 to 6,000 technicians in Iraq, which makes for 'very close relationships.
There is a political price they expect." ©

Raising Arab Ethnic Consciousness

As Arab economic and political influence has risen, many heretofore highly
acculturated Latin Americans of Arab extraction have begun to organize and to
cultivate their ethnic roots. This has not, however, been a spontaneous move-
ment from within the population; its primary impetus came from the Arab League,
and then from a number of Arab diplomats who have aided the League in this task.
In several countries these functionaries have helped organized a network of in-
stitutions designed to awaken dormant ethnic and national identities. The first
of a series of conferences for this purpose was held in 1968 in Argentina; at
this meeting, a Federation of Arab Institutions in the Americas was formed.
After several subsequent meetings in Argentina and Brazil, a conference in 1977
in Santiago, Chile designated the Federation as the official link with the Arab
states.

The next Federation meeting took place in 1979 in Iraq, where the 100 delegates
from Latin America were received by President al Bakr. The group later pro-
ceeded to Damascus as guests of the Syrian Government and its President,
General Haffez al Assad. Jordan's King Hussein will be the Federation's host
in 1981.

In late 1979, 1,000 Federation delegates from Arab and Latin American countries
meeting in Caracas, Venezuela, founded a Pan-American Institute of Arab Culture
with headquarters in Buenos Aires, as well as an Arab-American Information, Pub-
licity and Communications Center based in Santiago, Chile. According to a con-
ference report, the center's first undertaking is to track down Latin
Americans of Arab ancestry who have been so thoroughly absorbed into Latin
American cultures that they have lost all contact with their countries of origin.

Besides the ethnic and cultural emphasis of these organizations, their agenda
include a good deal of economic and political concern. As early as 1973, it
was the Federation of Arab Institutions in the Americas which set up Arlabank
in Lima, Peru; today this bank holds not only Arab deposits, but capital con-
tributions from Spain and several Latin American countries. (Arlabank is
managing a $45 million loan to Peru for its Mantero hydroelectric project.)

One officially stated purpose of the newly-formed cultural and information centers
in Buenos Aires and Santiago is ''to work for the free self-determination of the
Palestinians and their right to their homeland...we consider the PLO the legiti-
mate representative of that people...' Victor Ananias of Chile, President of

the Federation, was quoted in Agence France Presse (Oct. 6, 1979) as stating;

"The solution we propose for the Middle East is the disappearance of Israel to

6. The New York Times, Jan. 21, 1980
7. Ia Segunda, Santiago, Chile, Nov. 9, 1979




make way for a secular, democratic Palestinian state." And to journalists
who asked whether they thought the PLO was a terrorist organization, several
Latin American delegates to Caracas replied that, on the contrary, its armed
activity was "'legitimate defense."

Anti-Zionism and Anti-Semitism

PLO propaganda and anti-Zionist agitation--which sometimes slips over into
venomous anti-Semitism--have intensified everywhere with the growth of Arab
wealth and power. But the political instability of Latin America, its ex-
treme dependence on foreign investment for its economic development, and its
peculiar demography and ethnic composition have made it a special target of
Arab anti-Israel propaganda. It also poses a special threat to Latin American
Jews, who are accustomed to living amicably with their neighbors of Arab ex-
traction. In some countries, notably Argentina, a pre-existing undercurrent
of anti-Semitism makes the Arab campaign against' the Jewish state--and against
Latin American Jews who support it--easier and more effective.

In earlier years, anti-Israel and anti-Jewish propaganda, though crude, was
seldom challenged. The Arab League specialized in distributing Hitler's Mein
Kampf and The Protocols of the Elders of Zion as well as anti-Semitic litera-
ture by local authors. Today, although revised editions of the Protocols are
still part of the packet of materials provided opinion molders, and such ex-
treme anti-Semitic magazines as Cabildo in Argentina still print hoary tales
of worldwide Marxist-Zionist-Yankee conspiracies, such extreme attacks often
elicit sharp protests. Some of the Catholic press in Argentina has run edi-
torials attacking all Nazi-like anti-Jewish campaigns, and Monsignor Jorge
Mejia, now head of the Vatican office handling Jewish relations, denounced
such propaganda when he was editor of the Catholic magazine Criterio. On the
other hand, in 1971 the pro-Palestinian Maronite priest Carlos Abram was able
to undermine the ecumenical thrust of a traditional religious New Year's Day
celebration of peace held in the largest square in Buenos Aires. (8)

Anti-Israel appeals today are generally more sophisticated and more "respect-
able." Arab diplomats who are willing to work with left-wing and right-wing
extremists have often taken over the propaganda activities from the Arab
League. All too often, Latin American politicans lend themselves to these
efforts. While José Lopez Rega, called by many Argentines the 'Rasputin" of
Isabel Perén's regime, was negotiating an oil-purchase agreement in Libya

in 1974, he instructed his office that no telex messages to him be signed

by Jews (the order was aimed at José Ber Gelbard, Finance Minister of
Argentina). During his trips to Libya, Lopez Rega established the eastern
base of a '"cultural bridge" between the two countries, and on his return,
extolled the ideological affinity between the Qaddafi and Peron governments.
He also summoned all Argentine legislators of Arab extraction to a surprise
meeting at the Presidential mansion where he upbraided them for abandoning
their "roots" and ordered them to forge close ties to the Arab world.?

The most effective Arab propaganda today, especially with regard to the PLO's
bid for recognition and respectability, is generated by Latin American ad-
herents of 'diplomatic pragmatism." In September 1979, for example, Brazil's
Foreign Minister Saraiva Guerreiro told the UN General Assembly that some
states still refuse to accept the changes necessary to "a true peace" in the
Middle East, which would not come without withdrawal from "all the territories
taken by force," and "without participation of the fI..O, one of the most impor-
tant elements in the region's political scenario." 10

Though some newspapers which ordinarily emphasized the dangers of PLO pene-
tration praised Guerreiro's '"'certainly pragmatic'" speech, this press reaction
was not unanimous. The New York correspondent of the Folha de Sdo Paulo, who
is ordinarily sympathetic to the Arabs, observed that conversion from Jehovah
to Allah accelerates "in proportion to OPEC price raises," adding that Petro-
bras preferrred to "suckle at OPEC breasts' rather than to prospect its
domestic fuel sources."1l

8. American Jewish Year Book, 1972, p. 440.

9, ZAmerican Jewish Year Book, 1976, p. 273.

10. O Estado de S3o Paulo, Sept. 25, 1979.

11. Paulo Francis, Folha de S&o Paulo, Sept. 25, 1979.
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In October 1979, Professor Musel Belal, President of the Syrian Parliament's
International Committee, came to Brazil to request official recognition of the
PLO. He was received by President Figueiredo, by the Foreign Minister, leaders
of the Parliament, the President of the Supreme Court and S3o Paulo's Governor,
who had previously refused to meet the PLO representative and is openly
friendly to the Jewish commmity. Not long afterwards, 50 members of the
Brazilian Parliament (out of a total of some 300) signed a petition urging

PLO recognition.

The Vice President of Iraq also visited the country shortly afterward; and
during his visit the PLO was officially accorded recognition as sole repre-
sentative of the Palestinian people. When Israeli embassy officials criticized
this step, they were admonished by the Foreign Ministry not to interfere in
Brazil's affairs. The move backfired, however, when it was revealed--by the
Iraqis, to the chagrin of Brazil's Foreign Ministry--that there was a secret
agreement permitting the PLO to open an office in Brazil in addition to those
now operating in Havana and Mexico City. Widespread criticism by the majorlz
media of this "inexplicable opening to terrorism,' as one newspaper put it,
has not yet abated.

As soon as recognition was official, the PLO representative in Brazil, Farad
Sawan, flooded the country with literature, press handouts, speeches and other
propaganda, especially in the universities. The public was outraged, and
leading intellectual and political figures, most of them members of the
Movimento Democratico Brasilero (Brazilian Democratic Movement), spoke out at
large meetings and in the press, demanding to know why Israeli diplomats were
told not to interfere in Brazil's foreign affairs, while Arab promoters of the
PLO were allowed to do so. At one meeting, in December 1979, a PLO repre-
sentative, unable to make himself heard above shouts of anger, was forced to
leave. Stores in a heavily Jewish neighborhood were closed in support of an
anti-PLO rally. The Government was finally obliged to ask Sawan to soft-pedal
his activities. And when, in August and September 1979, the respected O Estado
de %‘ Paulo ran a series of articles condeming terrorism, including that of
the PLO, Sawan charged the paper with promoting '"a racist campaign against the
Palestinian people."13

The PLO gzins in Brazil have inspired other Latin American countries to con-
sider the possible advantages of Arab ties. In Uruguay, for example, the
newspaper El Dia, which had earlier carried an editorial warning that a small,
poor country could not afford not to spend its money to establish a "diplomatic
presence'" all over Africa--including the Middle East. In Peru's largely con-
trolled media, the messages are all anti-Israel, pro-PLO; and the PLO repre-
sentative in that country, while not officially recognized, operates freely
and openly. In late December 1979, Father Abraham Ayad, a Maronite Christian
and adviser to Yasir A:ia.fat, came to Lima to conduct "an intense program of
activity" for the PLO.14

In Venezuela, whose President Luis Herrera Campins recently toured Algeria, —
Libya, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, the PLO's
sailing has been less smooth: when its supporters publicized a meeting with the
country's Foreign Affairs Minister, the latter denied it had taken place.

Brazil has been urging Venezuela, Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru to avoid

the risks of recognizing the PLO individually by granting such recognition as
a bloc, without extending diplomatic representation.l3

Support for Terrorism

A few years ago, it was difficult to convince Latin Americans that the reign
of guerrilla terror that swept the region in the mid-1970s had any outside
support. The presence of Palestinians in some terrorist militia was con-

12, 1a Prensa, Buenos Aires. 1he same point was made in O Estado de Sao
Paulo and other Latin American periodicals.

13. 0 Estado de Sao Paulo, Nov. 14, 1979.

14. Ojo e), Lima, Peru, Dec. 25, 1979,

15, E]iTin erican Newsletter, Jan. 4, 1980.
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sidered by most officials to be exceptional. But in the past two years the
Argentine Government and its supporters in the media have repeatedly and
publicly asserted that many of the indigenous guerrillas who wrought such
havoc in the country were armed, and frequently trained in Arab countries.

A recent cable from the Spanish news agency, EFE, included a statement by
Major Sahad Hadad of Lebanon that South American guerrillas had been joining
Palestinian umits.

According to recent reports, the PLO has donated $2 million to the Montoneros,
who proudly boast of meetings and agreements with Yasir Arafat, producing
photographs as evidence. Among those appearing in photographs with Arafat is
Mario Firmenich, a '"Montoneros' leader whose political beginnings were in ex-
treme right Nazi-Fascist groups. The pro-government magazine Somos (We Are)
reported that he had "established contacts with Iraq, Libya and the military
ETA [Basque guerrillas] in Spain; Argentine guerrillas now receive instruction
in Libya and South Yemen.l7 ;

A recent United Press International cable from Tanzania reported that five

African and Middle Eastern liberation movements had sent telegrams to President
Rafael Videla of Argentina requesting the release of the Montoneros' former
African representative and his family, reportedly seized by the Army in

September 1979. Referring to a '"Pact of Fatima" signed in Spain by Arab-

Hispanics and the Montoneros, the cable said that the emotional basis of this
alliance was "an ethnic policy whose fumdamental aim in the Southern Cone is

the elimination of Jewish commmities through terrorist and propaganda efforts." 18

Monsignor Hilarion Capucci, jailed in Israel several years ago for smuggling
arms and explosives for the PLO, has visited Latin America at least twice,
championing the PLO cause before journalists, students and academics. An ex-
tensive propaganda campaign has been launched by pro-Arab and pro-Nazi groups
in Argentine to denounce illicit and '"suspicious' operations by Argentine Jews.

This propaganda effort recalls the days of the late Hussein Triki, a notorious
anti-Semite, and the first agent of the Arab League in Argentina who was ex-
pelled from the country in the 1960s for fomenting social unrest.

Notwithstanding the Government's acknowledgment of close ties between the
Arabs and subversive groups, Argentina is avidly seeking economic and trade
relations in the Middle East. Arab investors and bank representatives visited
Argentina in December 1979 at the invitation of José Alfredo Martinez de Hoz,
Minister of Economy. And immediately before the UN Subcommittee on Human
Rights met in Geneva in February 1980, Ambassador Enrique Lupiz, Director of
Politics in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, was sent to the Middle East to 'dis-
cuss bilateral issues, among them the position of the Arab countries on human
rights in Argentina."ig

Conclusion

Although still politically and economically unstable, Latin America is no ;
longer a backwater region dominated by the industrial West. The more advanced:
nations--Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela--are using their natural re-
sources to become full partners in the world economy, and demanding to be recog-
nized as such; Even the smaller and poorer countries are demonstrating an
ever-growing political and economic sophistication. For years the Arab states
made promises, rarely honored, of investment and other assistance in return

for political support from Third World nations; now many of these nations want
the promises kept. And with North America and Europe losing their political
and economic dominance over the region, the newly rich Arab states have be-

come strong competitors in all areas of Latin American life.

There is serious question, however, about the price that Latin American nations
will be asked to pay for Arab political and economic support. Will the new ties
really hasten Latin American independence--or will they lead to a new dependence
more onerous than that of the past?

16. Jan. 14, 1980.
17. Jan. 2, 1980.

18, Prensa Confidencial, Buenos Aires, Oct. Z, 1979. DPA (German Press Agency),
Oct. 4, 1979.

19. Gente, Buenos Aires, Dec. 6, 1979; Clarin, Jan. 14, 1980.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date November 30, 1972

winpueJdoulsuu

to Marc Tanenbaum
from David Geller
subject

I've gone through my Latin American files and, contrary to
what I expected, I found very little about Church involve-

ment in Soviet Jewry.

I seem to remember, however, that there were conferences
where some of the participants were clergy, or statements
where some of the signees were clergy. Hanna Desser may
have them in her files but I have been unable to locate
them. In the meantime I'm sending you a couple of memoranda
which may be helpful.

Let me add that at a fairly recent conference on Soviet Jewry,
one of the names mentioned as lending support was a Father
Felipe McGregor, Rector of the Catholic University of Lima.

cc: Seymour Lachman J



EUROPEAN OFFICE « 41, Rue Paul Doumer, 75016 Paris, France  Tel. 503-0156, 520-0660 » Cable: Wishcom, Paris

Nives Fox, Europ Repr

- November,10, 1978

MEMORANDUM
To: Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum
From: Zachariah Shuster

Subj: Latin-American Bishop's'Conference

After my conversation with Morris Fine concerning your
cabled request to the Vatican to accredit AJC representatives
to the Latin-American Bishop's Conference, I telephoned to Father
Mejia and had a prolonged conversation with him on this matter.
He was very friendly and explained to me that the situation is
as follows: ;

1/ The Vatican authority dealing with this subject is the
pontifical commission on Latin-America which is headed by
Cardinal Baggio. He said that he himself is not in a position to
make any decision as regards any aspect of the conference,
although he intengds to participate in it.

2/ Mr Kovadloff, whom Father Mejia knows very well and
recognizes his qualities, would not be eligible to ﬁﬁe designated
as observer, for the reason that such a position is limited to
present residents of Latin-American countries. In view of the
fact that Kovadloff is now a resident of the U.S., his candidacy
could not be considered by the pontifical commission. ;

3/ With regard to Mr Nudelstecher, Father Mejia said that
he could be designated as observer because of his residence in
Mexico. But this is now impossible for two reasons: -
a) There is only one observer for each non-catholic religion,
and somegtime ago there was already designated as Jewish repre-
sentative Mr Warshavsky, head of the World Jewish Congress
office in Buenos-Aires. .

b) The list of observers is now closed and no additions can be
made.

In a very friendly manner, he made it clear that he is

RICHARD MAASS, President B W BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-Prasident
MAYNARD 1. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors B MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chalrman, National Executive Council @ HOWARD |. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees ®
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurar M LEONARD C, YASEEN, Secretary B ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Asscciate Treasurer M  THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Executive Committee @
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER ® Homorary Vice-Prasidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,
RUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMANM, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD ®  MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman,
Natlonal Executive Council W MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer B JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus ™  Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid
City, S.0.; JORDAN C. BAND, Cleveland; EOITH §. COLIVER, San Francisco; DAVID HIRSCHHORN, Baltimore; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, D.C.
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWO0D, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Bosten; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York B



- unable to change matters now.

Father Mejia expressed his satisfaction with the fact
the Cardinal Willebrandts was asked by John Paul II to remain

in his present position as President of the SECRETARIAT for
CHRISTIAN UNITY. ,

iy



THE AMEIRECAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 2, 1979

to _ Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum -

from Jaco ovadloff _ Z

- subject F Puebla Conference

I am translatlng the complete second part of the worklng
paper for Puebla., But meanwhile, in advance I would like to
submit to you the main points, whlch 1 found are those with
which we.must be more concerned.

Despite what Father Mejia wrote to me I don't find any mention
about the Jewish-Catholic dialogue. Neither are there any
references to the growing anti-semitism problem in Latin America.

Part II entitled Doctrinal Reflections is not at all within
the framework of the Vatican II documents and the orientations

-for the application of''Nostra Aetate'.

Other points on page 44 of the paper, expresses that "Israel
shall be judged since Christ'. Later on pages 45 and 46 the text
makes Israel appear as a transitory dimension - a preparatory stage
and forerunner of Christianity. On page 46 it is written:

"The New Testament, while fulfilling

spiritually the Old also carries a new 11ght
the enlightens the 1atter Such light arrived,

in the plenitude of the ages, when God spoke

to us. through his Son (Heb 1,2), Jesus of Nazareth
and through him manifested his design

and manifested himself."

The f0110w1ng is from page 48, (par. 297).
"Christ manlfests that the Kingdom is :
-delivered through Him, presenting himself as the
Son of the man that fulfills the mission of the
servant of Jehova, predicted by Isaiah (3) as
the "loved Son:, (Mc 12, 6-8), that for his
obedience, assumes by the death of his
' brothers, mankind."
The f0110w1ng is from page 48, (par. 298, 299).

"Interpreting Jbsus, particularly his death, as
a prophetical figure of the '"suffering Servant",
a mysterious . dimension of evil is discovered. . .The
Cross manifests, plainly, the mystery of sin and
pain, Taking on himself the '"sins of the world"
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Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum - L s 1/2/79

(Jn 1, 29-36) Jesus, in his death, represents

all the evils that plauge existence: the separating
of man, for being an idolator, sets him away

from God; however, the separation of the brotherhood
of humanity is prototypical to the division of = Jew
and Gentile (4): finally, the separation of death,
the enemy that prowls till the end.(5). The power

of evil over the entire earth and its history

falls on Christ."

As I am going to Mexico on January 24, I am in a hurry to
have the materials that Abe requested from you in his memo. You
must understand that I will need to tramslate it into Spanish,
type it and then print it, My idea is to take them to Puebla
and distribute them among the Cardinals, Bishops, and clergy
who will attend the Conference. Also at one point it might be
necessary to organize a press conference expressing our point
of view.

I'm looking forward to hear from you very soon. Meanwhile
my very warm appreciation for your cooperation.

JK/sh

%x.c, Abe Karlilow
Bert Gold

Sergio Nudelstejer



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

-date December 27, 1978

to  Jacob Kovadloff
from Abe Karlikow

-subject Puebla Conference

This is to confirm that you will go to the Lat1n American B1shnps Conference
(CELAM) in Puebla, Mexico towards the end of January; as agreed at our joint
IAD-FAD session. Sergio Nudelstejer and yourse]f will be cover1ng th1s
conference jointly. . :

-- A telegram from appropriate AJC ]eadersh1p should be ready for release

" by Thursday, Jan 25 hailing the meeting and not1ng Jewvsh concerns.

A O MR O LA D G

-- Your Spanish-language broadcast and press re]ease -of Thursday the 18th | i)

should be devoted to the subJect

It seems to me on Tooking over the CELAM Conference document you showed ﬁe :
that we already must be prepared for at least three position papers to be
used in appropriate fashion, and possible public release at Puebla These
are: _ ; am

-~ A response to the Puebla document's character121ng Israe] the fafth,

¢ 1in congunct1on with negat1ve stereotype terms.

-- A paper urging that the discussion of Catholic mission work take 1nt0
account the developments at the Ven1ce meeting a few years ago which now does
not seem to be the case.

-~ A paper outlining what has happened in Latin America insofar-as anti-
Semitism is concerned, and the Church's attitude thereto, since the post-
Vatican II Guidelines were issued there. This paper should urge the Puebla
meeting, also, to reinforce action in keeping with the Guidelines. According
to the information you received from Father Mejia, there should be a full day
devoted to anti-Semitism even though this is not specificaily 11sted on the .
agenda, as part of the discussion on ecumenism. :

Obviously, you will be d1scu551ng all of this in detail w1th Marc Tanenbaum
before taking any of this action. : ;

You will also release through the Puebla Conference Administration, if possible,
the document by Rabbi Tanenbaum and Leonard Swindler on Jewish-Christian Dialogues.
This, however, apparently was first issued in 1966. A fairly extensive forward,
therefore, w111 have to be written bringing. this up to date if one is to be
d1str1but1ng it at Puebla.

> et



Please translate immediate the first five pages of the Puebla document
available indicating the negative stereotypes concerning Israel since it
is important we all be fully aware of this. .

ASK/anc

cc: Marc Tanenbaum\//
Bert Gold
Sergio Nudelstejer
Mort Yarmon

Zach Shuster



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 8, 1979
to '

Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum
from Jacob Kovadloff

subject CELAM Working Paper

Please find enclosed a xerox copy of the second part of the
above mentioned document, both the Spanish version as well as the
English translation. Perhaps you will find some mistakes since the
translator Mr, Chaves Paz is a journalist and not familiar with
theological subjects.

I remain at your disposal,

JK/sh
c.c. Abe Karlikow
enc.
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PART TH0
DOCIRINAL REFLECTION
INTRCDUCTION o R | I

We have just completed a generaizdescription of the evangelizing past fZL;gJ
of the €hurch in L.A. and of the present historical situationin which & is
to be found. The Ghurca wishes, as in the past,to contribute with its speci-
fic activity, evangeiiZation, to the prombtian of our peoples' situation

towards ever more human and Christian_conditions.(‘)

It is necessary to read, discern and enlighten the still contradictory 242
£
meaning of historical events, starting with the Gospel proclaimed by Jesus ‘

Christ for all peoples and all times,

In this activity the Church takes intc account the pafticular competence 1??3
and autdnomy of human institutions. Yet the Church feels deeply linked to
the history of the Latin American peoples-(ﬁJ and knows ;hat the Gpspel
word is the strength of God, capable through his dynamism (3, of constantly
renewing the deep roots of the man who accepts it (ﬁ), as well as =
any culturéthat, in its humanizing effort, takes it up as the horizon which

guides its history.

The €hurch also krnows that before she judges others she must allow herself 7’
to be judged by the Gospel that she proclaims in Christ's name. So then, what
are the principles or evangelical criteria with which the Church ought to

‘read, discern and enlighten the Latin American experience?

S

IOne of the forms of human expression acquired through revelation to
indicate tGod's design over histdrﬁwas the Kingdom of God. god wishes, in

 his plan, to place human history within his kingdom. ‘‘hroukh his Frovidence

- BR22
CH 17

He directs history towards a goal designated théﬁhKingdom of vod,.,"
2 . 4

1This explains why the "Kingdom"is spoken of in the following reflections.
The Kingdom of God is the supreme meaning of human history, the goal of its

most@rofound aspirations because it is humanity's vocation.

‘he question returns that left us with the consideration of the historiccal
situation of our continent: is the .present epoch of: L.A. exiented: towards
the hingdom of God?

73




' EC zﬁj | History is'not automatically directed&y Providence towards the Kingdom. ﬂﬂ?ﬁ
Ne.2. 1.2 History is the kingdom of human liberty. Man may freely refuse the domi- .
‘nion of God over him. He then accepts the mastery of other gods over his free-

dom; idols.

1 Cf pp. 20, 21
2 Cf 0A 1

3 Cf EN 18

4 Cf Rom 1.16
5 Cf EN 7

-5
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' The revelation of man's vocation, the call to place himself under God's 296
‘rule, isegual to and the counterpart of the warning to abandon idols and
.adore the true God,

Adoration of the true God brings to ma&?he gbdd of Yeternal 1ife", which d_q
.is complete life,. . the full meaning. On the other hand, the adoration of the
idos of one's own autonomous reason, of wealth or of power =-sin - . brings

to humanity evil, death and contradiction.

Evil and Good, nistory is the field of human freedom. This freedom may 'z_f}%
bring the kingdom of evil or the ingdom of good, what does man's '
freedom bring to that portion of humanity which is Latin America? How can :

" good be distinguished from evil in itg present historical stuation using
tod's Word: a : |

~ Vhen humanity brings evil upon itself - this is biblical history - God 279
avekens in it the longinmg for liberation in order to regain the lost good,
as welﬂas the march towards the Kingdom. secause of that, throughout the ages
of the history of salvation, three moments which make up its dramatic sense
are reiterated: the moment of conmitting evil, the hour of the mystery of
ihiquity; the moment of becoming liberated from evil, the hour of redemption;
the moment of achieving the positive goal to which the liberation from evil
is oriented, the hour of reconciliation and communion. “Salvation” in its
biblical sense, implies the . .~ dual aspect of being liberated and absolved
of what is negative in'existence, and of being integrated iﬁ?he communion -

f

with God and other men.

the three moments which we have just indicated lead to the following 2% 9

reflections.

ERRERHR LR

Chapter 1
THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST |

God who always gave news of himself €J$3, 1-9; Rom. 1, 19-20; 1 Cor 1,'21; 2&5
LG 2; DV 3) to all peopdes in al#timas,lbegan particular way to reveal his
design to the people of Israel (1) and‘ﬁe expressed it with thgﬂ¥§%resentation
of a "Kingdom.," F

; ' ' &
1 1SRAEL, INTERPRETED THROUGH CHRIST '
1.1 The mystery of evil _ : ;

(f)(}é. Heew. /) ! | | ézﬁz'



AR 4 The deuign of placing the earth within his kinddom is understood tﬁroﬁgh*zg'l
" -secular experience of evil and througn the revelation of its beginnings.
rnlightened by revelation, lsrael discovers; that apart from the imperfecﬁions
inherent to human finitude, sin is to be found in tae roots of evil (2).

Sin manitests itself in the consciousness of a rupturb-% e Absolute Gods

it is made real in the 1dolatry of supposed“gods"wh;ch were to rule the des-
tiny of pagaqpatlons and against which Yahweh will . be erected as a

living, person31 and real God. Such gods symbolize dlfferent values which are
absolutized. Because of that,.sin is also made real in the idolatrous atti-
tude towards money, the vital forces of sex and fertility, power,and?war}

and is concretized in the rupture of man from man. This takes the forms of
domination, instrumentalizationy depersonalization,_as‘.is manifest in the

intimate rending and unbak¥pcing of the person. 2vil is also made real in the

rupture between man and nature.

KC 25 Biblical hiatdry narrates how sin takes commana ot humanity (uen 2-11); Q-g
how the people of Israel falls into attitudes that break the social tissue
———— —_— - -—

of t the people by filling the human heart with undue pride and greed.sin is
a break with Gad either by denying Hlm directly or by ©jecting Him ihrough

L2

the belittlement of his creatures, the poor or the 1nnocent.lj
1.2 The: mystery.of liberation.

EC 26 Starting with the consciousness that evil has its roots in sin, the "King—?ﬂ%
¢U 4 dom of God" 1s desired and expected by lsrael, especially by the '"poor of
' Yahweh," as aﬂintervention of the love and power ot God which would liberate
them from sin. and put evil far from them.wthe will of uod to bring about his
URU 4 kingdom means only the decision to reclaim his dominion ovef?creation troubled by
evil, through an intervention by which he definitively 'makes himself King and

rebuilds the c¢reation according to his original intention with unforeseen

plenitude.{2) ; : ¢
: 23§
50, the ningdom is explained in terms of the liberation from evil. QEE&EEEE

‘history narrates hOﬁGOd has prophetically anticipated his definitive inter-
e~ L S L

' s
vention through thrist, increasingly revealing himself as liberator in:
the events of kxodus{(3), . the age of Judges(l4), and the zabylonian

captivity(5). 1t is a question of liberations that are not exhausted in

their political meaning that is in addition real. kxodus as well as the s
|

liberatiogfrom the pabylonian captivity, are emancipations that permit the
people to independently reorganize their own national life and thereby give

48



-thémsel?es a ffaaework for fraternal living and for éctualizing themselves .
' aB a people consecrated to xéhweh, On thé other hand théée liberations will
be iakepiﬁp.agaiq, without loSin%ﬁE%Etorical character of political emancipation
and real saving intervention, to prghetically prefigure the total future
liberaticn that-christ would'bring about with hig&rdss \&.:.

| "1.3 The mystery ot grace

‘'he afore mentiohed liberation detinitely poiﬁts to its poéitive coﬁhter-_

_pért. 1t is liberated from the upheavals of existence to rebuild its unity.

it islliheratéd from . buptures'in order to reconcile men with the'ﬂbsblute .
'and,.based on this foundatiadC?n reconciie mén torn among themselves and apart
from nature. It is for the pé?ound uﬁificatipn of man, torn aﬁ&t within
himself.

Cf BEx 32, 7-103 Isai 1; 10-17
of I Cor 15, 24-20 '

¢f Ex 15, 1-18

¢f Ju 2, 15-18

Cf Judg 40, 1=-11

¢f 1 Cor 10, 1-6;3 ke 3, 19-22

NG I S VO R



i '-.T : 2
He 1s liberated for communlon. in this way the mystery of grace beglns to p Al

| ‘menifest itself. ny this manifestation, the revelation ot God to israel.
______M

is is expressed in the idea uf a '"chosen people' congregated by rahweh in
__'—‘—-—_-—-'-—'____-__—_,
the tovenant that He makes w3

pr

's part or the Covenant implies his

midst of hlspeoplewhlch thereby epters into communicn with

i .
- Him, The €ovenant makes the_&peoPLe"\1). For their part the people promise

to adore Yzhweh exclusively and to take into the israelite national fraternity .

_ L the poor and the innocent, granting them all their rlghts (2)

€.

Ther is a dramatlc opposition between the mystery of 1n1qu1ty and the_cflgg

‘mystery of communion or grace. The former is separation and withdrawal from .

' God and of men from themselves; it is a rupture dispersal.This fact is

symbolized in Babel, with the coﬁfusian of language(3), that ié; the lack of
recipfocal understanding, division and dispersal. The mystery of communion
which has its source in the Spirit, is convocation, congregation, unity.
Yahweh wishes ta'congregate in unity all the peéples of the earth by

‘means of the vocation of Abraham,(Gen 12, 1-3)

1.4 Toward the New Testament

. Tae promise of the Kingdom acquired the image of a new Covenant with the
brdphets (Jer 31, 31-34)} the promises of a supreme and definitive coming,
of God's effective'nearness,prgsent in his envoy, the Msssiah. This
Messiah would have to congrgate around Yahweh all peoples of the earth in a
new People.VWith this image of a future Kingdom and a new Covenant God's design
'continues to manifest itself as the offer to bring men into comnmunion with
Him and with themselves, that is to bring together a univerual people of
brothers (4). With the announcement of the Messiah the 0ld Testament points: .
towards ‘Christ; wmth the ann.uncement of a new universal people it points
towgggiggmﬂhggph of Christ. Tkus it orients figuritively ana_ﬁ?ﬁiﬁgfzggii§
towards the horizon of a Kingdom to be inaugurated by Christ and lays the

seed for his Church until achieving at the end of time its fu%% znd deflnltlve

'
-goal. The Lord will convoke and bring together the peoples of th earth in a

new Israel, by the messianic effusion of the Holy Spirit (5). The events of

' Pente t will be counterposed to those of Babel:Those scattered over the

e

face of the earth will be brought together and will understand each other
throught the Holy Spirit (6). A common language will appear, that of faith,

~which will manifest iteelf in the believers' community ot love, joined

‘together in "one heart and one soul." (7)

¥



new light on it. 'this ligh i

. CHRIST, GOAL OF ISRAEL AND CENTER CF HUMAN HISTORY

the New 'estament by"spiritually™ fulfilling the Uld Testament, sheds a

——

P —

en in the fullness of time, God spoke
e s e

to us through his Son (Heb 1,2) , Jesus of Nazareth, and through Hinm

N o\ N -

Ccf
of
cr
Cf
1054
Cf

ctf

Ex 19, 3-6
Deu 10, 14-22
Gen 11, 7

Ized 11, 1-16

Acts 2, 17-21; Isai 3,1-5
Acts 2, 7-8
Acts 4, 32

‘showed us his design and made Himself manifest to us.
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CH 17

156

- B The\Ev:ngelizing Jesus _ _
Christ moved by the strength of the Spirit (Luke h; 14), prezented himself
as evangelizer and began to announce the arrival of the K}ngdom (Mark 1, 14-15).
The center of his messase is newly the hlngdom of God.

2 1.1 How Jusui evangellzed .
Jesus announce“the comlng of the ringdom with works and Woras(l), w1tn tne
testimony of nis life and his death. with his resurrection, the divine

confirmation of his works and words, the Kingdom arrives in a decisive and

.mysterious form. ‘‘he model which the Church was to follow in her evangelizing

‘mission was thus established in anticipation: she must aznnounce the ringdom S

by the te*timony of her life, literal announcement sacramental celebration

~and by her attitude of service.

2.1.2. ‘'he recipients of Jesus' mission

) Jesus§1sltea the dlverse towns and c1t1es, evangel 1zing (2). He only
recognlzed himself durlng his earthly life as sent té the sheep of 1srael (3),
and passed on to the remalnlng peoples at kKaster through the gift of the
Spirit_that universzlizes, and phérged the twelve with carrying the uood "o

News to all people in order to fulfill his universal mission.(h)l

‘Yhe words with which the Lord gives testimony ot Himself and wvhich make up

part of an ample context of messianic signs(S)reach their meaning when considered

in the light of the earlier verses, in vhich Christ applies to nimself the

words of lsaiah: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because e annointed

me to praach tie good news to the poor' ENG &6)

Thus the Lord antlcipateu the catholic dimension and at the sane time the
particular attention to the poor th:t would belong to the evangelizing m1851oh
ot his tChurch. Sent to incarnate the word of G&d in all cultures, the thurch
would have to g%w hérself inclined to gather to tke breast of the reople

-of Godkrarerentlally, the multitude of the defenselecs, the weak and the - -

suffering; those who, like the ones who used to ;Dllou Christ, demand from

her the same sign of credibitity.

2.1.5 the content of Jesus' message.
Tae center of the mesuage of Jesus is the "Kingdom of God“, or as tge

“uoépel of John makes clear, the "Fatker." But the promised Eingaom'of the

; Sd §
Uld Testament, announced in the New as’ being near, bursts forth in Jesus

7



~#imself; this is He who reveals the Fat_her. “Eternal life" consists of knowledge
. of the Father as well as of his messenger, Jesus.(S). Tze nystery of "eternal
lefe"or of the "Kingdom" that is revealed. é e o owr el ve T e e

cf DV 23 Mark 1, 22-27

Cf Luke 4, 43

Cf Matt 15, 24 | |

C? Matt 28, 19-20; M=rk 16,15; Luke 24, 46-47; Acts 1, 8
Cf Luke 4, 43 o L I
Cf Luke 4, 183 Isal 61, 1; EN 12

Cf Matt 4, 23-25 o

N OV E W =
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}bﬁ)_ to the"little omes"(1), and that Christ will come in his fullness when we
drink of the fruit of the vine in in the Father's Kingdom :2). Jesus himselr
is contained in the Kingdom, and thererore w%%ﬁin his own message: the kingdom
of God, the irruption of his love and pover, made real in and by Jesus. This
is contained in the éﬁangelizing message. Because of that Christ who reveals
the E%ther and starts the ﬁingdoﬁ, constitutes the central object of the
Church'y evangelization, I

2.2 Jesus, Bervant of God

CoO20 christ shows that the ringdom arrives through him, presenting Himseltr

8‘3(5? ‘as the Son of man who tulfills the mission of servant of Yahweh, prediégéa
by lsaigh. as the ‘beloved sSon" \Mark 12, 6-8) who by his dbeaience assumes
the deaths of all men , his brothers.

it

. 2+.2.1. ‘the mystery'of evil

; lnterprepingesus, particularly in his death, from the proPhetic image of
:ZEC”23 the "suffering Servant", the mysterious dimension of evil is discovered. um ]
HO l the CrosSChrist makes manifest in its entirety the mystery ot sin and suifering.
}>65f7 By taking up the burden of the “sin of the world™ (John 1, 29-36), Resus
represents in his death, all of the evil that troubles existence: hh part
the separations of men from God through their idolatry, in part the breaking
of human fraternity, prototypically figured in the division Of Jews and gentiles
(4); and finally the rending%f death, enemy lurks until the end(5). The power
‘of evil over the universality of the earth and of history comes down on Christ.

A4E.23 The €hurch sees in the death of one, Jesus, who gave Himself for all($6),
207 the supreme moment in which all of humanity's tearing apart, the centuries
Ljeb’ Y of sorrowful history, including tho:ze of Latin America, accumulate on the Bon
fkll- who presents them to the Father.Likewise, the Church sees in the face of the
| hopeless ga%who does not haVB.Goéépof the one who walks and searches in the
darkness; of the hungry and naked man ; of the prisoner and the lonely man
. ,(8), the face of Christ suffering on the cross , and therefore of a God who
f)Zglég’takés up the sufféfings his own creation (9). For this very reason the Church
L“lu cannat cease to refer herself expressly to the sorrowful situation of Latin
America: because she must give.voice to the silent man in his pain; but above all
begause.she mﬁst give testimony of the God who gathers up the groaﬁs of’his
, ¢reature and who will return through the jurisdiétion of divine Justice to
judge all human injustice. So, the Church repeats the "word of The cross"
(I Cor 1, 18), That is, the testimony to the wisdom of God, given by Cxrist.

= & 2.2.2 The mystery of liberation and grace ‘ Wi
oV Z)[ g
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CH17 °

EC 25
Ne.2.1.2

SEGUNDA PARTE
REFLEXION DOCTRINAL

INTRODUCCION :

Acabamos de hacer una descripcion gencral del pasado evangelizador de la Iglesia
en A.L. y de la presente situacion historica en que se encuentra. La Iglesia desea, como
antano, contribuir con su aporte especifico, la evangelizacion, a promover la situacion
de nuestros pueblos hacia condiciones cada vez mds humanas y cristianas (1).

Es necesario leer, discernir e iluminar el sentido an contradictorio del acontecer
de la historia, a partir del Evangelio proclamado por Jésucristo para todos los pueblos y
todos los tiempos.
A

En esta actividad, la Iglesia tiene en cuenta la propia competencia y autonomia de
las instituciones humanas. La Iglesia, empero, se sicnte hondamente vinculada a la his-
toria de los pueblos latinoamericanos (2) y sube que la palabra evangdlica es fuerza de
Dios capaz, por su dinamismo (3) de renovar constantemente las profundas raices del
hombre que la acepte (4), como también de toda cultura que, en su esfuerzo de huma-
nizacion, la asuma como horizonte que guia su histona.

Sabe también la Iglesia que antes de juzgar a los demas, ella debe dejarse juzgar
por ¢l Evangelio que anuncia en nombre de Cristo. Pucs bien, cudles son los principios
o criterios evangélicos con que la Iglesia debe leer, discernir e iluminar ¢l acontecer la-
tinoamericano? '

Una de las formas de expresion humana que adquirid la revelazion del desiznio de
Dios sobre la historia, fue la del Reino de Dios. (5). Dios quiere, eri su plan, porer la
historia humana bajo su reinado. Por su Providencia, conduce la historia hacia una nae-
ta designada como *‘Reino de Dios™. '

Esto explica por qué, en las reflexiones que sizuen, se habla del *Reino™. E! Rui-
no de Dios es el sentido supremo de la historia humanu, la meta de sus mas profundus
aspiraciones porque es la vocacion de la humanidad. : -

Retoma, entonces, la pregunta que nos ha dejudo la consideracion de la situacion
historica de nuestro Continente: la presente ¢poca de A.L. esta orientada al Reine de
Dios? '

La historia no es automiticumente corducida por la Providencia hacia el Reine. La
historia es el reino de la libertad humana. El hombre puede libremente rehusar el reaa-
du de Dios sobre él. Entonces, acepta que sobre su libertad reinen otros dioses, los ido-
los.

(1) Cf PP 20-21
(2)CtOA1

(3) CfEN 18
(4) Cf Rom 1,16
(5)CLEN7
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L.a revelacion de la vocacion del-hombre, 1'mado a ponerse bajo el reinado de
Dios equivale, como contrapartida, a Ja amonestacion para que abandone los idolos y
adore al verdadero Dios. '

La adoracion del verdadero Dios trae al hombre ¢l bien, la *vida eterna”, que es la
vida plena; el pleno sentido. En cambio, la adoracion de los idolos de la propia razén
autonoma, de la riqueza o.del poder -¢l pec xdo-, acarrean sobre la humanidad el mal,
la muerte yel commsent:du

El mal y el bien. La historia es el campo de la libertad humana. Esta libertad pue-
de acarrear el reino del mal o el reino del bien. Qué trae lu libertad del hombre a la por-
cion de humanidad que es A.L.? Cémo discernir ¢l bien del mal en su presente sitia -
cion historica, desde la Palabra de Dios?

Cuando la humanidad trae sobre si el mal - esta es la historia biblica- Dios despier-
ta en ella el anhelo de liberacion para recuperar el bien perdido y la marcha hacia e! Rei-
no Por eso, a través de las épocas de la historia de salvzeion, se reiteran tres momentos
que componen su dramoaticidad: el momento de hacer ¢l mal, hora del misterio de ini-
quidad; el momento de ser liberado del mal, hora de la redencion; ¢l momento de al-

canzar la meta positiva a la que se orienta la liberacion del mal, hora de la reconcilia- .

cion y de la comunion. La “salvacion™, en su sentido biblico, implica el doble aspecto
de ser liberado y absuelto de lo negah\'o de la existencia y de ser mtcgrado en la comu-
nion con Dios y con los demds hombres.

Los tres momentos que acabamos de indicar conducen a las siguientes reflexiones,

PR

CAPITULO I
EL REINO DE DIOS EN JESUCRISTO

Dios que siempre dio noticia de si (Sab 13, 1-9; Rm 1,19-20; 1 Cor 1,21;
LG 2; DV 3) a todos los pucblos y en todos los tiempos, cormenzo de un modo particu-
'ar a revelar su designio al pueblo de Isracl (1) y lo expresd con la representacion hu-
mana de un “Reino”’,

1 ISRAEL, INTERPRETADO DESDE CRISTO

1.1. El misu-?rio del mal ¢

El designio de poner lz tierra bajo su reinado se cemprende desde la experiencia se-
cular de! mal y desde la revelacion de su transfondo. lluminado por la revelacion, Israel
liegaa descubrir, que, aparte de las imperfecciones inherentes a la finitud humana, en
la raiz del mal estd el pecado (2). Este se manificsta en la conciencia de una ruptura

(1) Cl. Hech 1,1

(2) Cf Gn 211
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con el Absoluto de D'.os se reaiiza en I:. idolatria de supuestos “'dioses’ que regirian el

‘destino de las naciones paaanns y contra los que se erigira Yahvé como un Dios real,
personal y viviente. Tales dioses simbolizan diversos valores que son absolutizados. Por

eso, el pecado se realiza tambicn en la actitud idoldtrica del dinero, de las fuerzas vita-
les del sexo y la fertilidad, del poder y de la guerrd y se conaeta en la ruptura de los -
hombres entre si, bajo formas de dominacion, instrumentalizacion, cosificacion; se ma-
nifiesta también en la intima escision y desequilibrio de la persona, asi como en la rup-
tura del hombre con la naturaleza. B

La historia biblica narra como el pecado se ensenorea de la humanidad (Gen 2-11);
como el pueblo de lsrael recae en actitudes que, al cargar de soberbia y avaric:a el cora-
zon humano, rompen el tejido social del pueblo. El pecado es ruptura con Dios, por-
que se lo niega directamente o porque se lo rechaza por el menosprecio a sus creaturas
el pobre o el mocente (1).

1.2. El misterio de liberacion

A partir de la conciencia de que ¢l mal encuentra su raiz en el pecado, el “Reino
de Dios™ es deseado y esperado por Israel, solve todo por los “pobres de Yahve", co-
mo una intervencion del amor y del poder de Dios, que habria de liberar el pecado y 2
lejar el mal. La voluntad de Dios, de hacer llegar su reinado no significa otra cosa que

. la decision de reivindicar su seforio sobre la creacion, aquejada por el mal, mediante u-

na intervencion por la que se hard definitivamente Rey de su creacion, reconstruyéndo-
la en su intencion original con plenitud insospechada (2).

Asi, el Reino se explica en términos de liberacion del mal. La histona biblica nos

narra como Dios ha anticinado proféticamente su intervencion definitiva en Cristo, re-
velandose crecieniemente como liberador, en los acontecimientos del éxodo, (3) en la

_ época de los Jueces (4) y cel cautiverio babilonico (5). Se trata de liberaciones que no

se zgotan en su significado politico; real, por otra parte. El Exodo, como la liberacion
del cautiveriv -itniomeco, son emancipaciones que pernmuten al pueblo reorganizar inde-
pendicntemente su propia vida nacional y dorse asf un marco para la convivencia fra-
terna y para realizarse como pueblo consagrado a Yahve. Por ctra parte, estas liberacio-

nes, sin perder su caracter historico de emancipacién politica y de real intervencion sal-

vifica de Dios, scrin retomadas, para Dgurar proféticamente la futura hiberacion total

 que habria de operar Cristo con su cruz (6).

1.3. El Misterio de la Gracia

Dicha. liberacion apunta, en definitiva, a su contrapartida positiva Se libera de

los desgarrones de lu existenciu, para reconstrair su unidad. Se hibera de las sup-

turas, para la reconcilizeion de los hombres con el Absoluto y, sobre este fundamento,

© para la reconciliacion de los hombres, desgirrdos entre si ¥ con la naturaleza: para la

unificacion profunda del hombre, desgarrado consizo mismo.

(1) Cf Ex 32, 7-10; Is 1, 10-17
(2)Cf1 Cor15,24-28

(3) Cf Ex 15, 1-18

(4) CfJu 2, 1518

(5) Cf Js 40, 1-11 _
(6)Cf 1 Cor 10, 1-6: I e 3, 19-22
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Ra libera para la comunion. Asi sc comienza « aanifestar ¢l misterio de gracia. Por
ello, la revelacion de Dios a Israel se expresa con la idea de la “eleccion de un pueblo”
al que Yahve congrega por Ja “alianza™ que instaura con él. Esta Alianza implica por
parte de Dios, su presencia en medio del pueblo, el cuzl entra asi en comunion con A-
quel. La Alianza constituye al “‘pueblo” (1). El pueblo, por su parte, se compromete a
adorar a Yahvé exclusivamente y a asumir en la fraternidad nacional israelita, otorgin-
dole todos sus derechos, al pobre y al inocente (2).

Hay una oposicion dramitica entre el misterio de iniquicad y el misterio de comu-
nién o gracia. Aquel es disgregacion y alejamiento de Dios y de ios hombres entre si; ¢s
ruptura, dispersion. Tal hecho se simboliza en Babel, con la confusion del lenguaje (3),
es decir, 1a falta de comprension reciproca, la division y la dispersion. El misterio de co-
munidn, que tiene su fuente. en el Espiritu, es convocacion, congregacion, unidad.
Yahvé quiere congregar en unidad por medio de la vocacion de Abraham a todos los
pueblos de la tierra (Gen 12, 1-3). '

1.4, Hacia e] Nuevo Testamento

La promesa del Reino fue adquiriendo con los profetas la figura de una nueva A-
lianza (Jer 31, 31-34); promesas de un advenimiento supremo y definitivo, de una cer-
cania eficaz de Dios presente cn su enviado, el Mesias. Este Labria de congreger, en tor-
nor a Yahvé, en un nuevo Pueblo, a todos los pucblos de la tierra. Con esta figuradel
Reino futuro y de la nueva Alianza se sigue manifestando el designio de Dios como -
proposito de llevar a los hombres a la comunion con El y entre si, ¢sto es, de reunir un
pueblo universal de hermanos (4). Mediante el anuncio mesidnico, el Antiguo Testamen-
to apunta hacia Cristo; con el anuncio de un pucbio nuevo, universai, apunta a la Igle-
~ia de Cristo. Asi orienta, figurativa y proféticamente, hacia e! horizonte de un Reino
que habria de ser inaugurado por Cristo y que habria de comenzar a germinar en su I-
glesia, hasta llegar a alcanzar, al final de los tiempos, su meta plena y definitiva. El Se-
fior convocara y reunira a los puctlos de la ticrra en un nucvo Isracl, por 12 efusién me-
sianica del Espiritu Santo (3). Sera el acontecimiento de Pentecostes, contrapuesio a
Babel: quienes se hallaban cispersos en la faz de li tierca, serin reunidos y se eatence-
ran entre si por la accidn del Espiritu (6). Aparecera un lenguaje comnn, el ;le Ia fe,
que se manifestara en la comunidad de amor de los creyentes, roumdos entre si “en un
solo corazon y una sola alma’ (7).

2. CRISTO, META DE ISRAEL Y CENTRO DE LA HISTORIA HUMANA

El Nuevo Testamento, al cumplir-**espiritualmente™ ¢l Antiguo, aporta una nueva
luz que lo ilumina, Dicha luz llego cuando, en la plenitud de los tiempos, Dios nos  ha-
blo mediante su Huo (Hebr 1,2), Jesus de Nazaret y por El nos mamfcsr.o su designio y
s¢ manifestd asi mismo.

(1)CfEx 19, 3-6
(2)CfDT10, 14-22
(3)CfGn 11,7

- (4)CfIs 11, 1-1H

(5) Cf Hech 2,17-21;1s 3, 1-5
(6) Cf Hech 2, 7-8
(7) Cf Hech 4, 32
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91, Jestis Evangelizador

Cristo, impulsado por la fuerza del Espiritu {Lc 4,14), se presentd como evangeli- 291
zador y comenzo6 a anunciar la llegada del Reino. (\h. 1, 14-15). El centro c‘:. su man-
saje es, nuevamente, el Reino de Dios.

2.1.1. Modo como Jests Evangelizo

Jesiis anuncid el advenimiento ‘del Reino con obras y palabras (1), con el testimo- 292
nio de su vida y de su muerte. Con su resurreccidn, confirmacion divina de sus obras y
palabras, llega el Reino en forma decisiva y misteriosa. Quedd asi anticipado el modelo
que habria de seguir la Iglesia en su mision evangelizadora: anunciar el Reino mediante
el testimonio de su vida, el explicito anuncio, la celebracion sacramental y su actitud
de servicio.

2.1.2. Destinatarios de la mision de Jesiis

Jes(is recorrid, evangelizando, los diversos pueblos y ciudades (2). Reconocidndose 293
enviado durante su vida terrestre solo a las ovejas de Israel (3), paso a los demés pue-
blos en su Pascua por el don del Espiritu que universaliza y encargd a los doce que lle-
varan ¢l anuncio de la Buena Nueva a todas las gentes, para cumplir el destino univer-
sal de su mision (4).

Las pa]abras con que el Sernor da testimonio de si mismo y que hacen parte deun 294
amplio contexto de los signos mesianicos (5) “‘alcanzan todo su significado cuando se
las considera a la luz de los versiculcs anteriores, en los que Cristo se aplica a si mismo
las palabras del profeta Isatas: “El Espiritu del Sefior estd sobre mi, porque me ungio
para evangelizar a los pobres” (EN 6) (6).

Asi anticipo el Sefior la dimension catolica y a la vez la particular atencién para con 295

los pobres que habria de tener la mision evangelizadora de su Iglesia. Enviada a encar -

nar la Palabra de Dios en todas las culturas, 1a Iglesia habria de mostrarse inclinada a re-
coger en el seno del Pueblo de Dios, preferentemente, a la multitud de desamparacos, .
débiles y sufrientes, los que, asi como antes seguian a Jests (7), reclaman ahora de ella
el mismo signo de credibilidad.

2.1.3. Contenido del mensaje de Jests

El centro del mensaje de Jesis ¢s el “Reino de Dios”, 0, como pondra en todo su 296
relieve el Evangelio de Juan, el “Padre”. Pero ¢l Reino prometido en el Antiguo Testa-
mento y anunciado en el Nuevo como cercano (S) irrumpe a través del mismo Jesis; os-
te es el que revela al Padre, en cuyo conocimiento, como en el de su enviado Jesus, con-
siste la *‘vida eterna” (9). Misterio de la “vida eterna” o del **Reino’ que es revelado a

(1) Cf DV 2; Me 1,22-27

(2)Cf Lec 4,43

(3) Cf Mt 15,24

(4) Ci Mt 28, 19-20; Mc 16,15; Lc 24, 46-47; Hech 1,8

(5)Cf Lec 4,43 | .
(6)Cf Le 4,18;1s 61,1, EN 12

(7) Cf Mt 4, 23-256

(B) Cf Mt 3,2; 4,17 - -

(9)Cidn 17,3
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Tos “beqﬁcﬁbs"" (1), y que en Cristo liega_f-_:l asu 'ph 'n'i'tud'éua:'n'lo- bebamos el fruto de la

vid en el Reino del Padre (2). Jesis mismo, pues, se convierte en contenido del Reino,
y por tanto, de su propio mensaje: el reinado de Dios, la irrupcion de su amor y poder,
se realizan en y por Jesus.. Este es proclamado en ¢l mensaje evangelizador. Porewo Cris-

to, que revela.al Padre e inicia el Reino, constituye para la Iglesia el objeto central de

su evangelizacion.
2.2. Jesus, Siervo de Dios

Cristo pone de manifiesto que el Reino llega a través de El, presentindose como el
Hijo del hombre que cumple la mision del siervo de Yahvé, predicho por Isaias (3) co-
mo el “Hijo amado” (Mc 12, 6-8), que por su obediencia, asume la muerte por sus her-
manos, los hombres.

2.2.1. Misterio del mal

Al interpretar a Jests, particularmente en su muerte, desde la figura profética del
“Siervo sufriente’, se descubre la misteriosa dimension del mal. En la cruz de Cristo se
pone de manifiesto, con toda su plenitud, el misterio de pecado y de dolor. Al cargar
sobre si el “pecado del mundo” (Jn 1, 29-36), Jesis, en su muerte, representa todo el
mal que aqueja a la existencia: es decir, por una parte, las rupturas con que el hombre,
por su idolatria, se separa de Dios; por otra, el rompimiento de la fraternidad humana,
figurado prototipicamente en la division de judios y gentiles (4); y finalmente, el desga-
rron de la muerte, enemigo que acecha hasta el final (5). El poder del mal sobre la uni-
versalidad de la tierra y de la historia recae sobre Cristo.

La Iglesia, ve, en la muerte de uno, Jesus, que se entregd por todos (6), el momen-
to supremo en el que se acumulan sobre el Hijo, quien los presenta al Padre, todos los
desgarrones de la humanidad, los sigios de historia doliente, incluidos los de nuestra A.
L. Por lo mismo, la Iglesia ve, en el rostro del hombre sin esperanza que no tiene a Dios;
(7) del que anda y busca en las tinieblas; del hambriento y desnudo; del prisionero y
solitario (8), el rostro de Cristo sufriente en la cruz y, por consiguiente, de un Dios que
asume los sufrimientos de su propia creacion (9). Por este preciso motivo, la Iglesia no
puede dejar de referirse expresamente a la situacion doliente de A. L.: porque ha de
dar voz al hombre silencioso en-su dolor; pero, sobre todo, porque ha de dar testimo-
nio de un Dios que recoge los gemidos de su creatura y que volverd por los fueros de
su justicia divina, juzgando toda humana injusticia. As! se repite la Iglesia la “palabra
de la cruz" (1 Cor 1,18), esto es, el testimonio dado por Cristo acerca de la sabiduria
de Dios.

2.2.2. Misterio de liLeracion y gracia

En el corazon de Cristo que muere en la cruz, se.concentra también el desco de

(1) Cf Mt 11,25

(2) Cf Mt 26,29

(3) Cf Is 42

(4) Cf Ef 2, 1416

(5) Ct 1 Cor 15,26

(6) Cf Rm 15, 18-19

(7) Cf Ef 2,12

(8)<Ct Mt 25, 34-40

(9) Cf Mc 15,34; Mt 27,46
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- redencion humana. Con el infinito anl:2lo-de’liberar asus hermanos, los hombris, Cris-

to asume libremente la muerte. En y por esa muerte, el Padre ofrece su perdén a toda
la humanidad, manifestarndu ¢l misterio de su gracia (Rm 3, 21-26). Por esto, ¢l Reino
-de Dios, entendido como la mas radical reconciliacidon que puede experimentar el hom-
bre, la reconciliacion con el Absoluto, se realiza, paradéjicamente no por el poder, si-
no por la debilidad humana, por la “locura de la cruz”, que es sabiduria de Dios (1).

Con el testimonio de esa muerte y hasta que llegue el jmc:o Cristo nos exhorta ala con-

' 'ver ion, es decu'. a la adoracion del Padre y,de alli, a la entrega por los hermanos.

Entrega que se realiza en el mutuo amor y perdon; en la blsgueda solicita de una
paz y reconciliacion no fingida; en el esfuerzo, sincero y efectivo, por ahondar los la-
zos familiares y por construir una mas justa comunidad humana. De ahi que, después
‘de tanta muerte, la Iglesia convoque a los hombres de A.L. a la reconczhaclon yalau-
.mdad basada en la justicia, no en la fuerza.

, Con su cruz, Cristo exhorta a seguirlo en fe y esperanza cargando la propia cruz
(2). Esta exhortacibn exige de parte nuestra el constarte esfuerzo_por mejorar la con-
dicion personal y colectiva de la existencia, dentro de aquellos lifites que, como con-
secuencia del “pecado del inu_ndo", permanecen en la realidad del hombre y de la so-
‘ciedad. Ya que, si bien el Padre nos ofrece, en la cruz de Cristo, el perdon que pode -
‘mos acoger inmediatamente en cada momento de nuestra vida y nos otorga “las primi-
cias del Espiritu’, proseguimos aun en la “expectacion por la redencion de nuestro -

. cuerpo'’ _(Rrjn 8, 23).

2.3.-El Sefior de la Historia

La llegada del Reino se manifiesta de modo particular con la resurreccion de Cris-
to. Dejada atras la debilidad y la muerte, Cristo aparece como Hijo de Dios con todo su
poder (Rm 1,4); se manifiesta como el Seiior (3),pleno de ESplntu (4) primogénito -
entre muchos hermanos (Rm 8, 9 Col 1 lb)

Cristo resucita como primicia del “hombre nuevo™ (3).Su resurreccion es signo
de la resurreccion a la que todos estamos llamadus y.de la transiiguracion final del u -
niverso.

i
4

Pero, mientras estamos en esta peregrinacion, Cristo resucitado nos envia ya su
Espiritu y, a través de su Espiritu permancce presente en la raiz de nuestro ser, reno-
vando nuestro corazon, como anticipo de la nueva humanidad gue hLa de ser plenamen-
te transformada al final de los tiempos ( 6).

Cristo, por su Espiritu, renueva nucstro corazon, sede de nuestro conocimiento y
de nuestra libertad y por lo tanto, raiz desde donde desarrollamos nuestra historia (7).

Conduciéndonos mediante la fe, a la verdad (Jn 16, 13-14), que es El mismo (Jn

(1)Cf1 Cor1,18-25; Rm 5,1:11
(2) Cf Mc 8,34, 9,35, 10, 42-45 par
(3) Cf Filp 2, 9-11

(4) CI'1 Cor 15,45

(5)Ct Ef 2,15; Col 3,10
(6) Cf EN 18; Rm 8, 14-17: Gal 4, 47
(7)) Cf Rm 5,5,
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14,6) y llevandonos asi, por el reconocimiento de Cristo. a la profunda sab:durna que

se otorga a los pequenos y sencillos (Mt 11,25) y que consiste en reconocer gozosamien-:
te los profundos designios de Dios sobre nuestra vicii doliente y nuestra muerte

Ahcndando, por la esperanza, con gemido incnarrable, nuestros anhelos de reden-

cion total (Rm 8,23).

Otorgando a nuestro corazén la posibilidad de amar a Dics y a los hermanos, con
la conciencia de ser “hijos” (Gal 4,6); con el acceso al Padre (Ef 2,18; LG 4) y movién-
donos ala unidad en Ja comunién fraterna (1).

Cristo resucitado, conduce la historia, enviiandonos su Esﬁfritu que renueva el co-
razon. Asi nace y se desarrolla el Reino de Dios. El reinado sobre el mundo.llega en Cris
to (Ap 11,15), e inicia su establecimiento hasta su plenitud, en poder y majestad (Ap
12,10). '

Ese Reino de Dios llega, si-reconocemos sobre nosotros, nod el seiiorio de los ido-
los sino el de Cristo, mediante la conversion a la fe, que es respuesta plena, total acep-
tacion, donacion de la existencia al Sefor. Es ¢l reinado de la verdad y del amor. Amor
que nos lleva a practicar obras de justicia, por lo cual somos revestidos de real, aunque
imperfecta santidad. Mediante el amor, somos revivificados desde nuestra raiz por la
Vida. Esta se mostrari con toda su plenitud cuando Cristo, Sefior de la histona, retor-
ne (2) y se manifieste abiertamente como “el primero y el altimo™ (Ap 1,17; 2,8), co-

"mo Sabiduria y Palabra de Dios, (Jn 1,1) que encierra el sentido de este mundo Enton-

ces, El se manifestara también como Recapitulador (Ef 1,10) de una creac:on va pie-
namente reconciliada con Dios y en si misma (3). Asi, vencido ya el tltimo enentigo,
la muerte, el Sefior Resucitado pondra el Reino a los pies del Padre (1 Cor 15,26;

En la muerte de Cristo se manifiesta que Dios realiza su providente designio, ha-
ciéndose presente en su Hijo, enviado para absolver.a.su crezcidn, per med:c del per
don, de la negatividad de: pecado.

“Ir al Padre’: en eso consistio el caminar terrestre de Cristo. En la cruz, Cristo se
entrega totalmente en las manos del Padre; Adan, por el contrario, habia rehusado di-
cha entrega (4). Por cso, la cruz de Cristo es amor @l Padre; afirmacion del Padie. Des-

- de el Padre, Cristo se vuelve “hermano universal”, recibe el Espiritu v lo envia 2l mun-

do.La entrega al Padre es principio y fuente de fratemicad universal,

" En la resurreccion de Cristo se manifiesta que Dios lleva a término su designio.
dandole el senorio de la historia y haciéndole clave de su sentido final y de su proceso
En ella se revela quién es Dios y cudl su providencia; se nos manifiesta quien es Cristo,

por su sefiorio; se nos da a conocer finalmente qué es el hombre, al revelarse su destine

de su resurreccion (3).

(1)CfLG 4

(2) Cf Col 3, 2-4
(3)CfCol 1,20

(4)Cf Rm 5,19

(6) Cf 1 Cor 15, 20-28
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2.4. Hijo de Dios que nos lleva al si-no de la Trinidad

Asi se ha revelado Cristo, en definitiva, come Hijo de Dios. La mision de Jesus vie-
ne del Padre y o El lleva. Todo su ser esti orientado al Padre en In mas honda, singular

-y estrecha relacion. “Todo me ha sido entregado por mi Padte y nadie conoce bien al

Hijo sino el Padre, ni al Padre lo conoce bien nadie sino el Hijo™ (Mt 11,27; Lc 10,22)
(1). Como Hijo tiene con su Padre la plena unidad. **El Padre y Yo somos una sola co-
sa” (Jn 10,_30). “Yo estoy en el Padre y el Padre en mi”” (Jn 14.10).

Cristo nos ha manifestado ast, lo que es en realidad Dios: “no un poder anonimo”

(EN 26). Es Padre; Padre de Jesucristo y Padre nuestro, pues no s6lo nos ha creado, si-
no que nos ha ‘“clegido” en Cristo (2) para participur de la plenitud de su vida, como
hijos. Por el mismo hecho, nos ha revelado lo que es en realidad el hombre: no un ser
abandonado a fuerzas anonimas, ocultas y fatales, sino llamado a vivir, como “hijo” en

la cercania de un Dios personal y viviente. Nos ha revelado, lo queson todos los hom-

bres: hijos de un mismo Padre: “Por tanto, hermanos los unos de los otros, en Dios™
(EN ibid). ' :

Al revelar también la existencia misteriosa del “Espiritu”, como lazo de unién del
Padre con el Hijo, nos ha dado un signo de que Dios no es solitario sino que se entrega
y comunica misteriosamente en la comunion trinitaria de Padre, Hijo y Espiritu.

El misterio de la Trinidad no se nos revela como una curiosidad extrafia sobre el
ser de la Divinidad, sino para sugerir a nuestra limitada razon, cudl es la meta, el funda-
mento y el modelo de nuestra existencia (3). Es meta de nuestra existencia humana
ya que estamos llamados a participar de la misteriosa circulacion de vida que existe en
el seno trinitario del Absoluto. Dios, que existe comunieindose v recogiéndose en la
intima unidad de tres, Padre, Hijo y Espintu, distintos en su igualdaé divina, reco:e a
los hombres en su propia intimidad infinita, y estublece asi con nosotros, su mundo fi-
nito, una inexpresable unidad. Esto es lo mas profundamente original de la fe cristiana.

La Trinidad se nos revela también como fundamento y modelo de una nueva co-
munidad humana (4) basada, no solo en la justicia, sino en la mutua entrega, por ei re-
conocimiento y ¢l amor, que supera toda justicia, La Trinidad es fundamento y mode-
lo de la nueva fraternidad humana, universal en principio.

La fraternidad cristiana es una vocacion. Todos estamios llamados a ella y hemos
de realizarla a través de la historia. Se diferencia profundamente de la fraternidad grie-
ga, de la israelita y de la iluminista, porque se basa en un fundzmento religioso y reve-

lado: no solo en ¢l hecho monoteista de un Dios, Padre de todos los hombres, sino en

la realidad de Dios Trino y encarnado; ¢n ¢l hecho de gue uno cde la Trinidad, el Hijo,
se ha encarnado y hecho asi nuestro hermano, (3) constituyéndosc en una raiz nueva y
personal de nuestra vinculacién, como “hijos™ al Padre comun y de una mutua fratermni-
dad, derivada de El, el com(n nermano.

Por todo ésto, el Reino de Dios se expresa en la imagen del banquete escatoldgico

(1)CfJn 10,15
(2)CIfEf1,4 .

(3)Ci G5- LG

(4) CfJn 17,21-22; CGS 24
(5) Cf Rm 86,29
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(1), esto es, de la convivencia fraterna, anudada a ' presencia del Senor, primer comen-
sal de una eterna celebracion de la vida, que encuentra su fuente en su cuerpo cucaristi-
co.

El Reino de Dios en nosotros serd, al cabo, L misteriosa presencia de la creacion. 322
a través de la nueva humanidad surgida de.Cristo, en.cl seno insondable del Absoluto
de Dios.

2.5. Recapitulacion y alcance de estas reflexiones.

La Iglesia ha de interpretar las épocas de la historia desde la revelacion biblica. La 323
revelacion del Antiguo y del Nuevo Testamento le ofrece, como horizonte y criterio de in -
terpretacion, un esquema que lleva a captar el decurso de la historia humana como  un
conflicto entre el mal y el bien, una lucha del Reino de Dios contra el reino de iniqui-
dad. Movimiento este, penoso y sinuoso, por el que la humanidad, conducida por
la Providencia divina, busca pasar de las diversas formas de ruptura, en cuya base esta
el pecado, a la conciliacion y comunion, mediante la intervencion liberadora de un

‘Dios que no actiia automaticamente, sino que se entrega, suscita la-entrega del hombre

y asi potencia la esperanza y el esfuerzo de la libertad humana,

El mismo esquema aparece en el mensaje evangelizador de Cristo. Este, que reca- 324
pitula en si toda la humanidad, se presenta como Siervo sufriente, en una primera eta-
pa de humillacién, anonadamiento y muerte. Liberado luego, de los vinculos de la muer-
te (2)en virtud de su clamorosa suplica (Hebr 5,7) y de su obediente entrega. pasa a la
gloria con su resurreccion.

Asl se constituye Sehor de la creacion y de lu historia (3), primogénito, entre mu- 325
chos hermanos (4), comunion fraterna v se manifiesta como Hijo de Dios con todo su
poder (Rm 1,4) y en su intimidad trinitaria con el Padre y el Espiritu, comunion divi-
na (5).

A la luz de este paradigma, Iz Iglesia se ve urgida a una lectura trinitaria y ensto- 326

logica de la situacion de A. L. Dicha lectura lleva a discernir en la actualidad del Conti-
nente lz presencia del mal y del pecado, para denunciarlos; del bien y de la gracia, para
austodiarlos y conservarlos; de una liberacion, como gérmen de-mayor comunion con
Dios y de mayor fraternidad humana, para asumirlus y promoverlas, Inspirandose en
lus orientaciones del Concilio Vaticano II (particularmente la Condt. Gaudium et Spes)
la Iglesia, como se ha manifestado en Medellin, busca luz para interpretac hoy, desde
este paradigma, la época actual de A. L.

En la presente situacidon de nuestro Continente se manifiesta una gran rniqueza de . 327
valores, de anhelos de superacion, de esfuerzos por ahondar el espiritu religioso, por sa- '
near la conducta moral y por lograr una mejor convivencia social. Si hablamos de peca-
do, no es porque todo esté corrompido ni porque ¢l pecado sea entre nOsSOLI Vs Mas pro-
fundo que en otras partes. Si apelamos a un Dios liberador, no ¢s para oponerio a un
Dios creador, cuya obra estuviera esencizlmente viciada. Sin embargo, en la reanidad de

(1) Cf Lc 22, 15-16

(2) Cf Hech 2, 27-31 *

(3) Cf Filp 2, 9-11

(4) Cf Rm 8, 29

(5)CfJn 17, 5. 22-24

(6) “"Puebla: Temas y Opciones Claves”
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A. L: se da, sin duda, el pecado. Se ¢n en todo el mundo, pero hemos de discernir las
formas concretas y preponderantes como “‘el pecado del mundo” se manifiesta entre no-
sotros. - -

En pos de este discernimiento, ia Iglesia- de’ A.: L. centra-su atencion:-en dos ni-
cleos, intimamente ligados. As{ encuentra, én primer término, en los hombres y muje-

res de sus pueblos, una fe arraigada, fruto de la primera evangelizacion'y también indi-

ce, particularmente en nuestra juventud, de una profunda bisqueda de Dios. Sin embar-
go, fe y sed de Dios, con frecuencia no maduras y sobre todo, amenazadas por la pre-
sion secularista de la época moderna. Encuentra, ademas, anhelos de liberacion, frater-
nidad y justicia que, por ser arduos y dificiles de realizar, se tornan objeto de una espe-
ranza, no siempre acertada en sus caminos. Esperanza que no confunde con la preten-
sion de ser sefior absoluto de la historia. Pretension que se manifiesta cuando se inten-
ta transformarla con 1a violencia fisica o con un precipitado desarrollo, cuyo costo re-
cae principalmente sobre los desposeidos. Dicha esperanza se ve también obstaculizada
por qulenes complacidos en el goce de su poder o de su nqueza, cmercn detener la
historia en su actuzl situacion. :

CAPITULO I
LA IGLESIA Y SU ANUNCIO DEL REINO
1. DE CRISTO EVANGELIZADOR A LA IGLESIA EVANGELIZADORA

Cristo, enviado por el Padre para evangelizar, envia a su Iglesia. Durante su vida

terrestre, Jesus reuniod discipulos a quienes luego mando llevar la Buena Nueva del Rei-

no de Dios a todos los hombres, dindoles la promesa de permanecer con ellos hasta el
fin de los tiempos (1). ContinGa asi su mision entre los hombres a través de su Izlesia.
De ella se vale para la construccion y dilatacién del Reino de Dios en el mundo’(2).

Por lo mismo, no hay evangelizacion sin Cristo: El es ¢l prinapio, la medida y el
modelo de toda evangelizacion (3).

Para que pudieran cumplir la mision, Cristo envio su Espiritu a los discipulos en
Pentecostés. Con su Espiritu sigue presente en la Iglesia, la cuzl entonces, comenzd su
tarea evangelizadora (4). Desde Pente»oatca \I..\rm preside con su oracion la evangeliza-
¢ion (5).

Asi, evangelizada, la Iglesia evangeliza por la fuerza del Espiritu. su principio e im-
pulso interior. “No habri nunca evangelizacion posible sin la accion del Espiritu San-
to’{EN 75). “El es quien impulsa a cadauno a anunciar el Evangelio y quien, ¢n lo

hondo de las conciencias, hace aceptar y comprender las palabras-de salvacion” (EN ib;

AG 4). “Nosotros vivimos en la Iglesia un momento privilegiaco del Espinitu™(EN 75).

(1) CF Mt 28, 19-20 )
(2)CFLGS5 - °

(3) CFEN15

(4) CF Hech 1,8

(5) CF EN 82
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La Iglesia, pues, *‘rebasando todos los limite: de tiempos y naciones, entra en la
historia humana para extenderse a todos los continentes™ (LG 9).

La evangelizacion es, por consiguiente, un hecho eclesial. Tarea propia y especi-

fica de la Iglesia, la cual fundamenta la legitimidad de su prescncia. evangelizadora.en.

todos los pueblos, en la mision encargada por el Senor.

La evangelizacion es el aporte propio y especifico que, en comparacion con toda
otra institucion cultural o civil, aporta la Iglesia-a la humanidad. En esta tarea no
estd subordinada a otra institucion o instancia humana. Pide libertad para evangelizar.

Por lo mismo, nadie evangeliza solo, aisladamente. “Evangelizar no-es para na-
die un acto individual y aislado, sino profundamente eclesial™ (EN 60). No hay evan-
gelizacion sin la Iglesia: pues, sin esta, no hay plena compr‘.nsmn de Cristo y de su

mensaje (1).

2. LAIGLESIA, SACI%.A_ME;&ITO UNIVERSAL DE SALVACION

El Concilio Vaticano II ha bresent.ado la misién de la Iglesia en el cuadro de
una concepcion sacramental: la Iglesia, por ser comunion; por la palabra que predi-
ca; el culto Eiue celebra y la vida de sus miembros, expresada cn la entrega y el mutuo
servicio, es como un sacramento, es decir, un signo historico lleno de eficacia de la
unidad a que estd llamada la humanidad (2).

La sacramentalidad de la lglesia estd en el hecho de que ella, y en ella cada
uno de sus miembros, estan llamados a ser, ya desde el bautismo, senal y portado-
res de una salvacion gque culmina en la comunion (3). De este modo, la Iglesia
corresponde, como signo universal de salvacion, a la suprema vocacion de los hom-
bres, llamados al sefiorio sobre la creacion, a la umhcaclm plena de su propia
persona, a la frnwmtdad v a launian con el Padre.

3. LAIGLESIA EVANGELIZA DAN DO TESTIMONIO DE “COMUNION"

La Iglesia es misterio sacrumental de comunion. i‘ur cllo evangeliza, dando

_ testimonio a través de su propio ser, de su Palabra, de su vida, de su cuito: todos

ellos *'signos” de la comunidn querealiza en si misma v a la que siempre esta con-

vocada por el Senor. Asi lo expresan, entre otras, tres grandes imdgenes de esa
Iglesia.

3.1. Pueblo de Dios,.Cﬁe_rpo de Cristo, Templo del Espiritu

Pueblo de Dios
Cristo, mediante su palabra evangclizadora con la que llama a lu fe, y por su Es-
piritu que opera 'secretamente en el corazdn de los que la oyen, convoca constan-

temente en su Iglesia a hombres de Lodos los pueblos de la tierra, para formarla como
Pueblo de Dios.

(1) CIEN16
(2) LG1,9
(3) Cf1Cor12,13
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SA 5 La Iglesia es, pues, una comunion Ue hombres entre si, pueblo congregado a ima- 341
2‘:‘; }13 gen de la comunidad trinitaria (1) y que participa en la vida de la Trinidad.
Al desprenderse, por voluntad del Sefior, de las estructuras particulares y nacio- 342
nales del Pueblo de Israel, la Iglesia lo contintia sin embargo, como nuevo Pucblo de
Dios, fundado en la nueva Alianza (2) y adquiere la caracteristica.de pueblo que con-
grega a Jos hombres en una fraternidad nueva, universal o catélica (3).

En este transito del antiguo al nuevo pueblo, sobresale la figura de Maria, here- 343
dera de la riqueza y piedad de Israel (4). Cuando eila en la Anunciacion, consciente de.
" ser madre de Cristo, lo concibe por obra y gracia del Espiritu Santo, representa y re-
capitula a toda la humanidad que recibe entonces, en el seno de su historia, la Pala-
bra de Dios encamada. '

Cuerpo de Cristo

EC 31 - Jests por su Espiritu, comunicado de un modo particular en 16s sacramentos, for- 344
PAR 13 ma a la Iglesia como Cuerpo suyo, dotado de variedad de ministerios y carismes (5).

. En la imagen del “cuerpo”, la Iglesia reaparece como una “comunion’. Se trata = 345
Eré de una comunion con Cristo, quien nos une misticamente a si, comunicindonos su '
Espiritu  (6). - '

ME 24 La misma imagen, en su contexto paulino, expresa también que la Iglesia consti- 346
tuye comunion y unidad entre los fieles, unidad que no se ve obstaculizada sino favo-
recida por la diversidad de dones y carismas que sus miembros reciben del mismo Es-
piritu, principio de unidad v de variedad.

Igualmente, esta imagen eclesiologica permite volver a recordar gue Maria, porsu 347
fe y caridad; por su libre consentimiento de ser la Madre del Sefior (7) y por la acep-
tacion de-la. muerte de su Hijo en la cruz ( 8), se nos presenta como ‘‘Madre de la Igle-
sia”, cooperadora en la formacion del Cuerpo mistico de Cristo (9).

Templo del Espiritu

EC 31 Jesus, por su muerte y resurreccion, presentada en el Evangelio de San Juan como 348
" una destruccion y reconstruccion del “templo” de su cuerpo (Jn 2,19), construye a su
Iglesia como templo en el que inhabita el Espiritu (Ef 2, 21-22). '

Con la imagen del *‘templo” vuelve a presentarse el aspecto de la Iglesia “comu- 349
_ nion”. La Iglesia esta formada por la unidad compacta de los fieles, antes divididos en

. (1) CfLG4;UR?2 '
' (2) CILGS:
{3) C:LG13
(4) CfLlec1,28
(5) - CfRm 12,3-8; 1 Cor 12, 4-31 .
(6) CILG7 o
(7) Cflc1,38 '
(8) CtJn19,25-27
"~ (9) CILG®61
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judios y gentiles (1), unidad como la de las piedras jue fnrma'l un templo (2).

La imagen permite restltar el aspecto supremo de la lglesia: ella se realiza como

comunion de los hombres con Dios. La Iglesia es un “templo’, porque en ella los-

fieles son como’ piedras vivientes consagradas a Dios; por lo mismo, el Espiritu de
Dios habita en ellos. Aqui encuentra la Iglesia su mdximo punto de concentracidon
y sentido: la presencia de Dios, el Infinito, en su creatura, esto es, en los hom-
bres asociados fratemalmente entre si por la caridad. Este es el centro de la idea
del Reino de Dios, que quiere ser “todo en todos” (1 Cor 15,28).

Nuestra fe en el Espiritu Santo, que habita en la santa Iglesia, lleva a recordar
esta dimension esencial de la misma: su santidad. (3)

La primera mencion, a este proposito, despuds de “Cristo, ¢l Hijo de Dios a quien,
con el Padre y el Espiritu, llamados el solo Santo" (LG 39), ha de ser nuevamente de
Maria, “en quien la Iglesia admira y ensalza el fruto mas espléndido de da redencion,
contemplandola gozosamente como una purisima imagen de lo que ella misma, toda

. entera, ansia y espera ser” (SC 103). La verdadera santidad esté en la caridad, amor

que nos mantiene unidos con Dios y con los hermanos, Por ella se construye el
Reino que crece en este mundo, en la medida que crece la santidad, '

Ahora bien, “todos en la Iglesia, no obstante su diversidad y estado o funcion,
son llamados a la plenitud de la vida cristiana y a la perfeccion de la caridad” (LG
40) (4).

El Concilio Vaticano 1l acentud fuertemente esta vocacion de todos los miem-
bros de la Iglesia a la santidad, haciendo ver que a todos se dirige Ia palabra del Se-
nor: “Sed pues, vosotros perfectos, como vuestro Padre celestial s perfecto™ (Mt 5,48)
(5); y que la santidad cristiana, que consiste en el amor de Dios yt‘lpréjimo en el
segu:mlento de Jesus, es la misma para todos; aunqut_ varfa en sus mcdics y c\pr‘.-
siones ‘‘en los multiples géneros de vida y ocupaciones’ (LG 41).

En este contexto y ante la exigencia de una espiritualidad sincera y evangéli- -

ca para los laicos, se entience la exigencia pastoral de la santidad en quienes, como
Obispos y Presbiteros, les han de comunicar la Palabra de vida (LG 41).

De un modo particular, la vida'consagradn, es un don del Espiritu Santo a la
Iglesia y se sitia dentro de su dinamismo; de su busqueda de 1o absoluto de Dios; de
su deseo de santidad (6).

Por fidelidad a las exigencias de su consagraciéon, han de vivir celebrando el mis-
terio de la encarnacion, anonadindose a si mismos por la vivencia sincera y cons-
tante de los consejos evangélicos. Pueden asumir, después de discernirlo, desde la

(1) CtEf2.11-20

(2) CILG6;1Pe24-10
(3) CIRm1,7;1Cor1,2
(4) CfLG 39

(5) CfMt19,21

(6) CfENG69
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vision del Reino, todo lo humano. As¥ entran en profunda comunion con todos los
hombres; tiene como privilegiados a 'los- mias pobres, pudiendo enriquecer a todos
con los dones del Senor, desde'su comunion vivida-con Dios.

Su modo especifico de evangelizar no es solo predicar explicitamente el mensaje
salvifico sino también y sobre todo, dar testimonio con su vida ente:a, del sentido
trascendental de la existencia cristiana, de la fraternidad de los hombrés y de su mi-
sion en la lglesia, al conformar un todo coherente gue anuncia el Reino de Dios y la
vida futura.

Honramos, ademas, a la bienaventurada Virgen Maria y a los Santcs, fecogiendo
su testimonio de fe y de amor e imitando las actitudes con que siguieron al Sefor.
Ya que ““Dios manifiesta a los hombres viva su presencia y su rostro en la vida de aque-
llos que, hombres como nosotros, se transforman sin embargo mas perfectamente
a imagen de Cristo (1 ). El mismo nos habla en ellos y nos ofrece un signo de
este Reino suyo hacia el cual somos poderosamente atraidos con tan gr:m nube de
testigos que nos cubre” (LG 50). ; -

“Asi, pues, la profesion de los Consejos evangélicos aparcce como un simbolo
que puede y debe atraer eficazmente a todos los miembros de la Igiesia a cumplir sin
deslallecimiento los deberes de la vida cristiana™ (LG 44). -

3.2. La Iglesia, comunion vital y o;g;‘mica_

3.2.1. Comunidad de fe, esperanza y caridad (ILG 8). La vida de la Iglesia
cn comunion

Jesis convoca en la Iylesia, a los hombres, a una misma fe; 1os acerca entre si
por la misma esperanza; los retne por la misma caridad. Asi, las victudes teologales
censtituyen lo esencial y nucicar de la vida de la Iglesia (2).

Los fieles que viven con todos los hombres, sometidosa lamisma expezencia nis-
ténca, a los mismos enigmas e interrogantes de la existencia humuna y que participan
de las mismas luchas, se unen entre si por la interpretucion, bis.camente comin,
que, desde su fe, hacen de esa existencia y de esa historia; se uner. tamb:én, por la ¢spe-

‘ranza comun escatologica de un mismo destino.

Aparece conveniente rescatar, mas alli de las divisiones, lus pro‘undos contenidos
de una misma fe, para encontramos e¢n clla y, desde alli, buscar meta: comunes, nece-
sarias para el crecimiento de la Iﬂuam y la construccion de una scciedad lmmana
mejor.

Jesiis nos ret:ne por la misma caridad. Ello presupone que e: lazo fundamental
con que une a sus ficles es la comunicacion del mismo Espintu La Iglesia configura
en si un.cuerpo, un pueblo, en unidad profunda, porque sus mi icmbros, por la cari-
dad que el Espiritu difunde en sus corazones (3 ), participan der Ginco y mismo es-
piritu de Cristo, como pnnu'no vital que otorga a todos la misma \Jda (4)

(1) Cf 2 Cor 3,18

(2) CfTes13

(3) CfRm55

(4) Cf1Cor12,13;Ef4,45
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‘Comunioén de los santos. Por esta caridad. los ficles s¢ unen con noac m.ie-
ricro e invisible, Es la “‘comunion que reina en todo el Cuerpo mistico de Ji ucza:-
to” (LG 50), en.virtud de la cual los ficles, con sus obras, sufrimientos y o.ac one:,
se intercomunican bienes espirituaies (1). Porque -las obras, oraciones y -uf: mer
tos inspirados en el amor, aun cuando empiricamente incficaces y aparet:emente
vanos o inutiles; se tornan eficaces por el poder del Sefior. El hace m & caomente
fecundo el amor de sus fieles, tantas veces impotentes humanamente y tedus dos as
simple deseo que expresan en la oracion.

i..a intercomunicacion de bienes espirituales se establece entre los hele que pe-
regrinan en este mundo y eatre ellos y “lus hermanos que se hallan en Lo glotaoeesie o
que alin estan purificindose duespues de la muerte” (LG 51).

De aqui la autenticidad de la practica cristiana del culto a los santos, pit cua:-
mente a la Virgen Maria, Madre de la Iglesia y de todos los hombres. Este cuue Jleva
8 la invitacion 'y a.la invocacion. Son nuestro modelo en el seguim:ento de Crsto y
su intercesion nos ayuda. Sobre todo ia de Santa Maria gue por nacer de una excena
einigualadacaridad, adquiere cficacia singular y universal.

3.2.2. Comunidad que celebra su fe

La lglesia vive, expresa y realiza su comunion de ur modo particuw. e - cew-
bracion de lossacramentos Es una comunidad gue se une en la comunien de .oom s
ma cclebracion y oracion. La celebracion litdrgica, cumbre a la cual def n sinente
tiende su accion evangelizadora y fuente doe donde dimuana su fuerza (ST 1J) nc o-

celebracion privada sino~eclesial, signo y presencia Jde comunion con ¢i S ior Re-u-

citado, Sacerdote que I:bera, reconeilia, intercede, alaba v agradece at Pud:« (2) La

lglesia celebra ia inccrporacion de nuevos hijos a la comunidad de Je: foa -, me-

- diante el Bautismo que, cunfijurindonos con la muerte del Sefor, nos e de. -

cado y nos da la nueva vida aus exime de nesotros el compromise de v s ontamen-
w, como hijos de Dios y herinanos de los hombres (3).

La cclebracion de-la Eucanstia supone la comunidad; la convotd, & 2a.z2, .
acrecienta; es “'signo de uriiad y vinculo de curidud” (SC 47). El Sencr s deg
en la Eucuristia la memoria doe su gitima Cena y el anuncio ¢e su retorno -1 Co: 11
23.27).

_ Al celebrar este sacraniento, e Pucblo de Dios marcado en A L po o ui:
miento que necesita hberucion, celebra por anticipado,  "la victoria y ¢ 1. unts
de la muerte de Jests™ (SC 6) e implora fucrzas para superar el pecado de dastocay
la violencia que rompenla 2:monra de la convivencia social. Al celebrir 1@ P de
Senor, pasa de la muerte a la vida, del cansancio al servicio; entrn ¢n comn: o v i
con Cristo (Jn 6, 56-57) y a traves de El, con el Padre en ¢l Espirau Sun-o Esta
comunidon lo compromete a vivir ¢n comun:on con todo el cuerpo de Cr ste Gu e
Ia lglesia, sobre todo con lus pubres, con los desamparados, a quicnes am. y =.ve

(4).

(1) CILG 49 ,
(2) CfMc6,34-44
(3) CfRm8,1-23
(4) Cf Hech 2,4247
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En la Eucaristia quedan asumidos Yos sufrimientos y las muertes del puablo la-

tinoamericano para nacer a una vida nueva. La Eucaristia, pues, como actualizacion.

de la Pascua en el hoy y aqui de nuestro acontecer humano; como realidad y pro-
clamacién de Cristo, muerto y resucitudo, siempre presente hasta el final de los

tiempos, se torna fuente y energia de liberacion cristiana, alimento. de.la-unidad ya

existente y proyectada en perspectiva escatologica. Por todo ésto, la Eucaristia es
una fiesta (1).

3.2.3. Comunion organica

Jesus convoca y construye constantemente a su Iglesia, ‘por su Espmtu tam-
bién como comunion externa, visible y orginica.

Visible, porque en continuidad y analogia con la Encarnacion del Verbo, en la

vida de la Iglesia, sacramento de salvacion, se ha de manifestar de forma historica-.

mente perceptible la presencm del Espiritu que libera ¢ impulsa la historia hacia
la unidad (2). . ;

‘Orgédnica, pues en la actividad y estructura de la Iglesia ha de aparecer histori-

camente no la vida dispersa de diversos individuos, sino la comunién y unidad in-
terior de sus miembros. La Iglesia es la expresion comunitaria, social, una y, por
consiguiente organica, de su fe y de su interna unidad en la caridad (3). -

Para formar su Iglesia, como comunion vital y comunidad orginica, Cristo le

envia su espiritu y la censtruve sobre el fundamento de los Apostoles, que tienen
por sucesores a los Obispos, en la funcion de regir al pueblo cristiano. Le otorga su
Espiritu; como principio vitai e interior. Este Espiritu. aGn distribuyendo diversos do-
nes y ministerios y llevando a los fieles por distintos caminos de santidad, impulsa a
todos hacia la profunda y vital comunién (4). El mismo asiste al cuerpo episcopal de
la Iglesia para que cumpla e} servicie fundamental de guardar lu unidad del Pueble de
Dios, sin apagar el Es; nrltu ni uniformar la ric2 ¥ compleja variedad de sus done:. sino
*discerniéndolo todo, para quedarse con lo bueno” (1 Tes 5,21; LG 12).

El carisma y la institucion no pueden ser realidades opuesias ni dualisticamente
distanciadas, pues proceden de un mismo Espiritu ¥ por El construyen la comunion de
los creyentes (5). - 3

Los Obispos y ¢l puebio cristiano de AL, aman, con particular afecto, al Sucesor
de Pedro, el Sumo Pontifice. Ante todo, porque Cristo instituyd en su persona el
principio y fundamento perpetuo y visible de la unidad de fe y comunion (LG 18). El
preside la comunidad de amor (6). También lo recuerdan nuestros pueblos-porque,
a pesar de las situaciones anomalas en las relaciones con la Santa Sede, vividas en los
decenios de la emancipacién, no se desvincularon de ella sino que buscaron unirse mas
con el centro de la unidad catolica. La figura del Sumo Pontifice se ha conservado

(1) CfLe22,14-20

(2) 1Jdn1,1-4

(3) Cf1Cor 12,2728

(4) CLEf4,413

(5) Cf1Cor12,46. _
(6) CIS. Ignacio de Ant. Rm Prol. Funk 1,252
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de un modo especial en A.L. como s1mhnlu de una fe que expresamos en la ahesion a
suU persona,

3.3. Jesus, por su Espiﬁtu, fortalece y renucva a la Iglesia

La Iglesia es sacramento universal de salvacion y unidad. Evangeliza dando testi-

monio de humildad y pobreza y .dejindose :.cvangelizar y renovar.constantemente -por

Cristo y por su Espiritu. La Iglesia contintia-en si misma la existencia de Cristo.

Asi “como Cristo cumplié la redencién en la pobreza y en la persecucion, la
Igelsia es llamada a seguir ese mismo camino para comunicar a los hombrcs los fru-
tos de la salvacion"” (LG 8) (1).

Por eso ha de dar testimonio de “humildad y abnegacion™ (ib). Como Cristo,
quien alevangelizar a los pobres y levantar a los oprimidos (Lc 4,18), did un signo

de mesianidad, )a Iglesia “‘abraza a todos los afligidos por la debilidad humana; mds :

ain, reconoce en los pobres y-en los que sufren la imagen de su fundador pobre y
paciente” (LG 8); se dirige a ellos de manera preferente ¢n su misién evangelizadora
y ofrece asi un signo de su credibilidad, al no buscar la gloria y el poder deeste
mundo; al recoger en su seno a quiencs no disponen de poder riquezas ni eficacia
terrena ( 2).

Si bien la Jglesia continta la existencia de Cristo, sin embargo, no es Cristo.
Es por El y para El (LG 3). Cristo asumid la pobreza y el dolor del mundo, mas cn El
no se halldé pecado. La Iglesia, porel contrario, recibe en su propio scno a pecado-
res, y, a excepeion de Maria, ninguno de sus ficles puede creerse sin culpa ( 3).

Cristo asumi6 las tensiones del mundo pero estas no llegaron a escindirlo en
su ser, de modo que hubiera en él algo no santo. La Iglesia, en cambio, comunidad
implantada en esta existencia terrestre, recoge en si misma los conflictos de las
culturas en las que vive, las divisiones de las sociedades con las que se entrecruza y
de las épocas de la historia por las que transita. Todo refluye en ella misma debiii-
tando su propia cohesién intermna ( 4).

Por su humana debilidad, por su pobreza y por el pecado de sus miembros, la
Iglesia necesita ser constantemente evangelizada, liberuda y renovada por la fuerza

‘del Espiritu, Sobre sus miembros recae la ley de una incesante renovacion (5 ).

La Iglesia “‘confortada con el poder de la gracia de Dios... para que persevere
como esposa digna de su Sefor"” (LG 9), no ¢s el Reino de Dios en su plenitud esca-
tologica. En ella comienza a germinar el Reino y crece también la cizana ( 6).

3.4. Breve recapitulacion - e

La Iglesia ¢s el lugar espiritual ‘desde el cual Dios comienza a restublecer en

(1) CfMc8,31-35

(2) CfMt5,63-12;Lec6,20-23; Mt 25,40-45;1 Cor 1,26-31
(3) Cf1Jn1,8-10

(4) Cti1Cor1,11-12;6,1-8;8,1-6;11,17-22; Rm 13,1-7
(5) CtAp2,4-5,2,16,3,3;3,18-19

(6) CILG 5;Mt13,24-30;Ap 2,1-3,22
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Cristo, su plan obstaculizado por ¢l egirisino del pecado: la union de los hombres en-

“tre si, a través de la integracion de todos los valores auténticos de la humanidad y la

union de los hombres, por la fe, en la comunidad de amor que es Dios mismo. Mis-
terio sacramental de comunion que hace presente a Dios en el mundo.

La Iglesia es “‘misterio” y por lo mismo objcto de nuestra fe, obnubilado con
frecuencia por la imperfeccion y el pecado de sus miembros.

Por ser objeto de nuestra fe, es también -contenido de evangelizacion. Ella es par-
te del anuncio salvifico, aunque s6lo en funcion de la profesion de fe en.el Padre, en
Jesucristo, Hijo de Dios y en el Espiritu. ‘Asi la evangelizaciéon no se descentra
de su nucleo fundamental: Cristo y la Santisima Trinidad.

La consideracion del Antiguo y del Nuevo ‘Testamento ofrece un-esquemade lectura
cristologica de la historia, a partir de la tension que permanentemente surge entre la
vocacion de la humanidad a la comunién, sus rupturas y la necesidad de liberacién y
reconciliacion, ) '

No encontramos estos tres momentos solo en la historia de la humadnidad sino
también en nuestra Iglesia,

Ella se situa en un nivel diverso del de las culturas y las socicdades: el de la fe,
a partir de la cua se congregan los ficles entre si y con Dios. Por eso, la !glesia rea-
liza en si, ya durante esta historia, una comunién. Sin comunioén no habria Iglesia.
Pero no realiza en si la plena comunién v santidad porque estd acosada v debili-
tada por las rupturas y el pecado. Mientras peregrina, su unidad y la saatidad de
sus miembros serdn imperfectas.

En los fieles de la Iglesia entra el egoismo y cl odio..Entre cllos se da el men-
tiroso, el que profana el amor, el que es infiel a sus lazos familiares, el soborbio v o
avaro. También el opresor de sus hermanos. Ella recode en su seno las contradice:
nes de la sociedad en que vive y las idolatrias de la cultura en que se encarna. La
comunidad eclesial se encuentra dividida por la brecha entre ricos y pobres que,
embargo, no ha de scr erigida cn un esquema clasista, con ¢l que se interprete idew
logicamente la realidad de la misma Iglesia. El sccularismo no es algo exclusive e
una “modernidad” que hubiera dejado intacta a la Iclesiag la injustic:ia no es un hi-
cho exclusivo de la sociedad civil sino que entra :n la Iglesia. a través de los b .
daros que son también sus miembros. Por todo ésio, la Iglesia de A.L. desu.

las situaciones de pecado existentes, colocandose bajo ¢l juicio de su propia denui- -

cia.

La constatacion del pecado, dentro de la Iglesia, no ha de Yevar a sus fieis .

- un conformismo estatico sino a la humildad; al reconocimiento de la necesidud o

una continua evangelizacidn, redenciéon y renovacidn por parte del Sefior: asi i
mo los debe llevar a acrecentar el impulso por roconstmirjconst.amemcntc st Intu
unidad de comunion, par..i poder estar a servicio de una nueva civiiizacion, en la que
los pueblos del Continente reafirmen su fraternidad y rehagan su interna unidad sch:e

" 1a base de la justicia,

En un nivel diverso, el de la existencia en la fe, se conserva y reitera en ia comu-
nidad eclesial la perseverancia historica: del ‘misterio del mal y del pecado y el anhe-
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lo por la total llbera(:lon par'i una plena comunié' son cl L-p1uw gue habita en ula 5
entre los fieles que la integran. :

4. EL MINISTERIO DE EVANGELIZACION
4.1, Ministerialidad d_e la Iglesia

La Iglesia es sacramento de salvacion en Cristo (LG 1). No tiene iuz o eficacia
propia e independiente sino que la recibe de Cristo, “luz de los pueblos™ (1). Su sa-

- cramentalidad .es de indole ministerial: depende de Cristo y sirve a Cristo y a la hu

manidad.

Cristo realiza la salvacion de los hombres haciendose ‘‘siervo” (ministio, dia-
cono). Para esto asume la condicion humana con todos sus valores y con :as limi

taciones que no implican pecado.

La Iglesia.a su vez continla la ministerialidad de Cristo que ha de. ser,. por io:
tanto: encarnada, de toda la Izlesia, diversificada y organica.

Encarnada, para responder a las diversas nccesidades de la Igelsia y del mun-
do; a las distintas regiones, situaciones, estados de vida y a los diferentes g:upos
humanos, particularmente los mas necesitados (2). '

De toda la Iglesia: Pablo VI reitera la ensenanza del Concilio Vaticano 1l: “La
lIglesia entera es misionera, la obra de la cvangelizacion cs un deber iund.nnomal
del Pueblo de Dios” (AG 35; EN 59)

Por consiguiente, todos en el Pueblo de Dios son evangehzadores BEsie prina-
pio es obvio para Pablo Vi, porque ‘el que ha sido evangelizado, evangeiiza a su vez
Es impensable que un hembre haya acogide la Palabra... sin convertirde en alguien
que a su vez da testimonio y anuncia”. (EN 24). (3) Principio no :o0io especuiativo
sino practico, que ha de orientar la actividad pastoral. De él se sigue que es necesa-
rio organizar acciones pastorales evangehzadoms basadas en el Pueblo ce Dios,
evangelizador (4).

Diversificada, porque todos participan de la mision evangelizado:a, pero de
distintos modos. Cristo, raiz y fuente de todo ministerio, hace purt:cipar a unos
de su capitalidad, esto es, de su potestad para presidir !la comunidad de .a lglesia
(5), y a otros de la multiforme variedad de servicios y carismas, suscitades po: el
E spiritu, para la edificacion de toda la Iglesia. Asi, en el seno dc ia Iglesia sc rea-
lizan dlversas tareas (EN 66).

Orginica, porque la diversidad de tarcas y la variedad de ministeros exige, pa-

ra no caer en el aislamiento, la dispersion de fuerzas o el individualismo, ser :nte-

grado dentro de una pastoral orginica del conjunto de la Iglesia -diocesana, regio

nal o universal: La accion pastoral de la Iglesia ba de situarse, no obstante la ten- -

(1) Cfle2,32;LG1
(2) CI{EN30
(3) Cfibn. 13

(4) Cf Hech1.9-11
(5) CfLG10;AG 39
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sion que ello supone ( 1), en th punto g
mente universal y particular de la Iglesia. Quien evangeliza, ha de hacerlo en
la perspectiva de la Iglesia universal y particular (2).

4.2. Finalidad de la Evangelizacion
La evangelizacion, cuyo concepto ha sido ya brevemente presentado tiene como

destinataria a toda la humanidad. Su finalidad es expresada por Pablo VI en términos
de ‘“novedad” o de “renovacion’: “Evangelizar significa, para la Iglesia, llevar la

Buena Nueva a todos los ambientes de la humanidad, y, con su influjo, transformar.

desde dentro, renovar la misma humanidad: “He aqui que hago nuevas todas las
cosas” (Ap 21,5; EN 18).

La Evangelizacion siembra la “palabra™ evangélica, cuyo dinamismo se desarro-

lla en un proceso que va desde la conversion de la “conciencia’ hasta su proyeccion

sobre las culturas y las sociedades que Cristo quiere renovar con su Evangelio.
4.2.1. Evangelizacion y conversion personal

La Iglesia tiende, como inmediato objetivo, a suscitar o a desarrollar en el hom-
bre evangelizado, las virtudes de fe, esperanza y caridad. Este conjunto teologal cons-
tituye el niicleo de la existencia cristiana, meta central de la evangelizacion.

" La fe, la esperanza y la caridad por su misma naturaleza, gencran actitudes de
maxima profundidad: se sitGan en la raiz de la personalidad e inspiran, y de por si
determinan, las restantes actitudes humanas. No constituyen un valor mads, al lado
de otros, sino gue se sitian en la raiz de toda la escala de valores.

Con estas actitudes teologales, el hombre se sitia fundamentalmente ante Dios,
revelado en Jesucrisio: por lo mismo, ellas determinan la vision basica que tiene de
la totalidad de la vida y del sentido de la muerte; de la historia y de su destino. Ins-
piran también opciones radicales frente al conjunto de las realidades y los conflictos
que le salen al paso en la existencia. Porque la actitud que asumimos con respecto a

Dios —mndas atn, al Dios que se revela— determina el modo fundamental como- asu- .

mimos la totalidad de la realidad finita.

La fe, la esperanza y la caridad, - meta de la evangelizacion, constituyen **la adhe-
sion al Reino, al mundo nuevo, al nuevo estado de cosas, a la nueva mancra de ser,
de vivir y de convivir juntos, que inaugura el Evangelio” (EN 23). Dicha adhesién im-
plica una “desadhesion’ del mundo viejo, de un rcino de supuestos valores no evan-
gélicos. Por eso precisamente hay una “conversion™ que.es el objetivo de la evan-
gelizacidn (3). : '

-

La conversion es un proceso continuo, creciente ¢ integral.

Continuo, pues ha de retomarse y renovarse constantemente en el acontecer de
la vida y ante los desafios de la existencia.,

(1) CIENG61-64
{(2) Cf Nota No. 5 *'Los Ministerios en la Iglesia”
(3) CfRm12,1-2

M W ,o-'.'-\‘:‘- .'-'.'_'. %, ’ ","'.' R
ue satisfagn ‘2 la dinmlension” simultanea-
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"Crecients: La ei'angelizaciéh suscita, como una semilla arrojada en tierra, la vi-
da de fe, esperanza y-caridad. Los gérmenes de estas virtudes, como los de otras,
pucden quedaf ihibidos obstaculizados.. Requieren un cultivo, por parte de la accion

pedagégica y ministerial de la lglesia, que ha de proseguir dando el alimento de la

palabra y de la Eucaristia nl evangelizado. A su vez, éste ha de contribuir con su es-’

fuerzo personal,

Integral La evangelizacion busca suscitar una “transformaciéon”, una “novedad”:
“la novedad del bautismo” (EN 18), como signo de una vida nueva, de un hombre
nuevo. :

El niicleo de esta renovacién comienza en la conciencia (EN ib), no entendida co-

mo algo simplemente intelectual, sino como centro de vida, Se trata de una vida nue-
va. La renovacién que busca la evangelizacion se origina‘en el interior de la conciencia

' personal pero se traduce en la actividad del hombre (1) y por consiguiente en vida -

transformada ( 2). Se traduce en las formas de relacion con los demas hombres: la

‘evangelizacién ileva a una nueva manera de convivir: (3). Los gérmenes de fe, espe-

ranza y caridad, por consiguiente, han de llegar a inspifar la vida entera, las diversas
actitudes que reguiere la conducta moral y social, digna del hombre evangelizado y

~bautizado (4 ).

4.2.2, Ingresp.én‘-la comunidad eclesial B

La evangelizacion lleva al evangelizado a ingresar en la Iglesia mediante el bautis-
mo, signo de vida nueva. La adhesion “‘al mundo nuevo, 2 la nueva manera de ser, de
vivir, de vivir juntos, que. inaugura el Evangelio,... no puede quedar en algo abstrac-
to y desencarnado; se revela concretamente por medio de una entrada visible en una

comunidad ‘de fieles. Asi pues, aquellos cuya vida se ha transformado, entran en una.

comunidad que es en si misma signo de la transformacion, signo de la novedad de vida:

la Iglesia, sacramento visible de la salvacion” (EN 23).

Para responder siempre mejor a su indole de signo y testimonio de salvacion y
unidad, la Iglesian ha de evangelizarse constantemente a si misma, recobrarse y re-
construirse. Por ello, la evangelizacion, cuyo agente totzal es el Pucblo de Dios, tiene
como destinatario el mismo Pueblo. La evangelizacidon tiene como objetivo la recons-
truccion constante de la Iglesia en su comunion, en su vitalidad y en su conexion orga-

‘nica, indispensable para realizar su mision Aqui estd la honda razdn de ser del sacra-

mento de la penitencia, esto es, de su eficacia renovadora.

La Iglesia se evangeliza constantemente a si misma y cvangeliza las culturas y.

las sociedades, anunciando el Reino de Dios y convocando a la comunion; en conse-
cuencia, denunciando las idolatrias y ofreciendo ¢l perdon de Dios.

¥k ok ¥ %

(1) CfEN18

(2) CfEN23

(3) CIfEN18 _
(4) CfEf4,16 " g
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‘The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022
PLaza 1-4000°

patedanuary 11, 1979

For approval

Z For your information

Please handle

____ Please talk to me about this
_____Read and file

Returned as requested

Your comménté please
_____ _No need to return

Remarks: Please find enclosed xeroxes of the -
materials that I just mentioned to you in the
elevator. Sorry if I am pushy, but I am:. ™
anxiously awaiting the materials that Abe
~asked you about in his memo. I badly need
the materials in order to have time to
translate them into Spanish and take them
along to Puebla with me.

Many thanks,

cé: Abe Karlikow



" hart the_church's soclal and'political

‘...H__&*»Hum ik

+ Police Ebulﬂ fifie thig: Romidn- pontitf

"theless is” officlally anticlerical. For.

" Spanish. congueror: cortez". one ob-

S/

l? : AT 1':,,...: -I 5
gP?ﬁnp ‘3 stzt
%."‘l'-';. ByN}Lrl;aeSil:Ilons ¢ ;;‘r\' -'I i

b et .Bhﬂqlw;‘hg shington Post," 22t
b. MEXICO CITY, Jan; - T*Wher,l Pope. .
“John 11 celebrates a, mass In Mexlico
“City’s. Adtec Stadium; a§' he plans to |-
“do later this month, he will violate the'

Mexlcnn""constitutiun v an_several

._counts-\l\ el A -'.I i 10

[}

"because it 1s 1llegal’ for a non-Mexlcan
.o celebrate a mass and for a mass:to
e celebrated outside &“church: The

JMcxlcan state .wqiild . éven. have the

;right to confiscate the: g\ant prtvately
ncwnecl soccer’ stadlum.. PR Y AR
 No-one belleves, this wlll happen, of 7
coursa, but it illnstrsteﬁ the lrony . of
the pope's choosipg 'for his first papal’
journey aboard “g country that has -
rone of the lal'gest Roman Catholic ..
,pnpulatinns -in the world but' never-

yimore ‘than a century, Mexico has re-’
'fused to have. dlplomatlc relutlons
muth the Vatican. 1},

The Pope is traveling to sueh appar-
-ently hostile territory to inaugurate
“the third Latin. American -Bishops'
Conference on* Jan, 26. Thé 17-day '
imeeting 'of the ‘church hierarchy ‘will.’

. POPE JOHNPAULTI
e ehallenglng t:nﬂ.lt!ons

!orm when the reactionary, Spanlsh- v
dominated church schemed agalnst
the republican government that had_
. finally . fought off the Spanish’ con- /
querors. Another antliclerical wave; af-
ter the 1910 revolution, caused the
church hierarchy to declare an un-
precedented, strike that lasted three
years,

Only in the late 1930s after the no-
torlous “cristero wars”, did years of
~ bitter, bloody fighting betwecen Catho-

lic guerrillas and officlally backed ter-

rorists come.to an end.

Qerver sald,” - 5 v - Taday the constitution still forbids
' The reason for the current intense . priests. to wear clerical garb, toll .
ﬂcbatc is that although 90 percent of - church bells, organize processions or
E‘d’exlcos population is Catholic and  teach religion in schools. Yet, stripped
many aye deeply, devout, the “history  of all its wealth and despite these re-
of the. chuich-state 'conflict here’ is’ slrlctlons the church still has im-
hnger nqd hloodier, than  that'of ..nny, mense Influence and is the only na-
pthcr country on this Lnntincnt - tional organization outside the gov-
% There is widespread Spcculntmn ernment’s control,
here that the popcs presence may ye- " The planned arrival .of the pope,
ive the conflict.. - therefore, has set off intense political
‘v Ferocious rcllglous persecutlons be- " discussion, with heated polemlics .in
gan during the 19th century Uberal ve:  the press: and. awkward statements

i -3 B L LY

role in this overwhelmingly Catholic.
Yeglon for the next decade. The nei,
igetivist pope, according’ to chureh fa-
‘thers, is determined to sct the tone of
Ft‘,his cruclal meeting. ",

The fact that this Involves hls sfep-
lﬁmn on Mexican soil has causod much
‘controversy here, 5
[/ “You'd thlnk the..visitor was the

-

Bt from uncomfortabla governmant ofﬂ 3 ‘.
- clals, " s

A :
“I wish the pope would periorm a
miracle and not come to Mezxico,” a

- harassed presldentlal alqe sighed a

few days ago. - : .
As the fivst rumors started ‘coming

{ ‘from Rome, the government went on .
" the defensive and officlals repeated:

No the pope had not been invited to

¢ . Mexico.. Newspaper headlines -added

‘to the discomfort by blurting; “With

4 -or Wlthuut Vlsa, John Pacl I wm
. Come". >

A foreign mlnlstry uf!lclnl produee&
a statement saying: ‘“The pope has’'
made no request for a visa, If he files

_an application, it will be handled like
. that of any other tourist.”

‘When the visit was eonflrmed the,

i 'embarrassed government made a turn, '
. about, Although 9Mexican President.
“"Jose Lopez Portillo told reporters last:
"+ week that diplomatle relations with ¥
: the Vatican would not be reestabl-’

ished, he will meet pr{vately with the
pontlﬂ’ :

" The Forelgn Ministry, in turn, Bas .','-
" cabled thorough Instructlons to-its Eu-
:ropean embassies and consulates to is- ..

sue John Paul II a “distinguished visi-
" tor’s visa” should the Vatican apply,
Officials now hope that the pope's.

‘reported homework on the touchy sit- -

uation here will prevent him from
making any inadvertent remarks that-
might sct off an antl-clerical reaction,
But a deeper worry in government
and liberal circles s the scramble for
political mileage that has already he- \
gun,
. The open, they know, can draw the
massive crowds which the government -
can only get by trucking pcople in.

The question s, who wlll cnplts!hc on

this. {
In this country, where politles has
long been the government's domain,
there are numerous civic groups that
act as lobbles, many made up of con-
servatlves operating under the aus-:
plces of the conservative bishops.
Despite Pope John Paul's prngres-
xive 1mage. consarvntlve groups are -

b . B8

placing advertlsements welcoming the
,pope as.a way of ma,l:ing propaganda
_ for themselves.

Businessmen's groups, clamoring
for an audience with the pope, have
offered | whatever resources the,
“church wlll require in the comlng
weeks i

. ‘A strange new bedfellow Ior these:
conservatlves is the recently legalized '
Mexlcan Communist Party, which' has
also announced it will prepare a pub-
llc welcome for the pope. This will

give the Communisty ‘a: chance to*
- make gains at the expense of the gov-
* ernment party which as to remain si- |
* lent because of the country's anticler!
cnl laws, . :

. For a further whiff of intrigue, the
puntif_f's presence will inevitably af-,
_fect.a deepening conflict within the '
"Mexlean church, The majority of con-
--servative bishops has been campalgn-
.- ing against the small group of prog-.
 resslves to the -point of creating a -
spllt within the hierarchy. .

Last year the conservatlves tried to )
get the Vatican to dump - Mexica's °

"% most controverial figure, the outspo:

. ken and popular Bishop of ‘Cuerna-’
' vaca, Sergio Mendez Arceo. The con-

- gervatives lost that round. On his re-

cent visit to Rome, Mendex Arcco was
given full papal support and told to
stay. . .
Now the- dlffemnt Calholic and con-
servatives cities In Mexico are com- .
peting for a visit and preferably a pa-
pal mass. Puebla, the beautiful Span-

-ish colonial town and the site of the
. bishop’s conference, is obviously on the

list, and Guadalajara and Oaxaca.are ,
strong possibilities, The pope may
even see an lndlan community and a
rodeo. :

“Whatever the outcome of the bish
op's conference, his visit will excite
many Mexlcans, A cartoon in a local
paper captured the Mexican paradox
well. It showed a burcaucrat publicly .
criticlzing the pope's’ visit, but pri-
vately—clutching his rosnry—iumplng i
for joy. - - - Ve ;
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Las tendencias
del papado de
Juan Pablo i

: ﬁ un mes del comienzo de su pontifi E

cado. Juan Pablo II no termina de
sorprender a los miembros de la curia
romana. Mientras por una parte se expresa
como un firme defensor de la tradicion
religiosa y severo adversario del comu-
pismo, por la otra derriba con la mas
completa soltora las formalidades del pro-
tocolo. A unos podra gustarle mas que a
otros, pero sin duda. Juan Pablo I es un
Papa con rostro propio. P L

Durante una audiencia que concedié
los padres superiores de las principales®
ordenes religiosas —salesianos, jesuitas,
dominicos, benedictinos, franciscanos,’
etc.— el Sumo Pontifice subrayo el valor
de la tradicion sin perjudicar la actualiza-

. ¢ion que supone el Concilio Vaticano II.

v “Si decimos que la vida de la Iglesia

: —mantuvo el Papa— tiene dos dimensio-
nes, la vertical (oracion a Dios) y la
horizonral (comproniiso social), las érde-
nes religiosas deben, sobre todo, tener en
cuenta las dimensiones verticales. Hoy
debe ser rambién asi.”

Segiin observadores del Vaticano, esta
recomendacién papal para que las orde-
nes cultiven sobre todo la vida de oracion
busca desalentar el interés activo que
algunas de ellas ban expresado (directa e
indirectamente) por las cuestiones politi-
cas.

§ ] Papa insisti6 en sos conceptos al

afirmar a los superiores generales que
“‘no debéis temer recordar frecuente-
mente a vuestros hermanos que nna
pausa de verdadera adoracidn -a Dios
tiene mdas valor y rinde un mejor fruto
espiritual que la mds intensa actividad,
incluso la actividad apostélica’, ana-
diendo que es mejor “‘no ceder a las
radicalizaciones sociopoliticas, que a
largo plazo demuestran ser inoportunas,
contraproducentes y causa de nuevos
abusos”’. )

Esta seria advertencia contra la politi-
zacibn del clero sigue a la audiencia con-
cedida al obispo francés Marcel Lefebvre
una semana antes. Lefebvre, quien fue
suspendido hace dos anos por Pablo VI,
fue calificado esta vez desde la radio
vaticana como ‘‘lg ovejilla perdida que el
buen pastor siempre quiere volver a en-
contrar’’: un comentario que pone en
evidente tono menor las disidencias pasa-
das.

Siendo el Papa un defensor del Concilio
Vaticano II, no es hostil a las misas en
latin porque *‘los polacos jamds olvida-
mos nuestra lengua madre, el latin ro-
mano”’.

Carlo Confalonieri, un cardenal influ-
yvente en tiempos de Paulo VI, comento
sin malicia: *'Le ha bustado un mes para
dar vuelta todo. El protocolo de siglos
volé en mil pedazos. Su contacto con el
pueblo es” directo y abierto. Las ideas
politicas; distintas de lo esperado, ¥ esto
es nada mas que el principio; todos espe-
ran cambios mds profundos en la Igle-
sia’’. -

Cambiar, bien puede consistir en volver
a valerse de lo bueno del pasado., Al
hacerse cargo del arzobispado romano, en
San Juan de Letran, el Papa indicé: **Hay
excesiva diferencia entre inis curas de
Cracovia, llenos de celo, pobres y heroi-

cos, y los sacerdores vaticanos. Desde

ahora deben acabarse los trajes fantasio-
sos. Quiero soldados de Dios, con cuello
romano, vestidos de negro y una cruz
grande en el pecho, y no un traje a la
moda y una cruz de oro miniiscula com-
prada en una joveria®'.

A lavez, el Papa ha renunciado a la silla
gestatoria y al “‘nos’’ mayestatico. Sobre
este punio, se afirma que incluso llegd a
amenazar al director de **L’Obsservatore
Romano’’ con un traslado a un puesto

menor, porque insistié en divulgar uno de .

El personal estilo de Juan Pablo II; mezclado entre los

fieles sin protocolo.

sus discursos con el “nos’” al que es
refractario.

r  os viejos funcionarios del protocolo,
aunque sin duda escandalizados por
semejantes reformas, han debido ceder

ante la real popularidad del Sumo Penti--

fice, quien con sus constantes *‘escapa-
das* para mezclarse con los fieles Iogro
reimplantar una antigua costumbre e la
feligresia romana: dar una vuelta diaria
por la plaza de San Pedro “‘para ver qué
novedades tiene para ofrecer el Papa'.

El Papa afirma que la Santa Sede debe
también acentuar su vitalidad, y mientras
ordena a los jesuitas que aumenten el
nimero de las emisiones de Radio Vati-
cano dirigidas a los paises del Este critica
el desordenado aumento de la burocracia
interna (desde 1961. el nimero de em-
pleados aumentd de 1.335 a 3.200). Sobre
la Iglesia en el Tercer Mundo, estudia su

futuro, asegurando que “‘América latina .

tiene el valor de un laboratorio para esiu-
diar el comportamiento cristiano en mna
sociedad historica dada*’.

Deportivo, de espiritu luchador, quizas
hasta excesivamente vital para Ia ceremo-
niosa parsimonia de la curia, el Papa Juan

Pablo Il se propone, al parecer, sacudir -

hasta los cimientos el edificio de las cos-
tumbres vaticanas.[J
55
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Missing lf.anguage

To the Editor:

It was ironic that Pope John Pau! 11
conveyed his Christmas blessings in 24
languages, including Arabic, but did -
not use the language which could have
been understood by the one in whose
name the blessing was sought.

(Rabbi) JUDAH CAHN
" New York, Dec. 28,1978
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Chile moves to head off boycott +

Bolivia Padilla protects his right flank

Latin Letter Puerto Rican threat + Beagle Channel mediation +(Mexico Pope’s visit

Ecuador assassination plot + Nicaragua plebiscite dropped + Cuba Castros attack

Chile: new cabinet

President Pinochet’s new labour minister -

has moved immediately to placate the
AFL-CIO: he has announced 2 programme
for restoring essential frade union rights
in an attempt to head off the threatened
boycott. :

The key appointment among President Augusto
Pinochet’s six new cabinet ministers is the labour
minister, José Pifiecra Echenique. Harvard-
educated, but a ‘Chicago boy’ in his economic
beliefs, he is closely linked to the economic
‘clan’ of the Cruzat family. Until his appointment
last week he was a director of the Bank of
Santiago, consultant to Industrias Forestales and
editor of the magazine Economia y Sociedad,
all of which cnterprises belong to the Cruzat
clan. He had been widely tipped for the economy
ministry, and the weekly Ercilla, to which he
contributed regularly, leaked his appointment.
His job is the delicate one of trying to persuade
the United States union organisation, the AFL-
cio, to call off its threatemed boycott of all
Chilean trade (LAEr VI, 48; rapr XII, 49).

Pifiera was appointed to the post after members

of the AFL-cio leadership had flatly refused to
‘waste time’ talking to the stubborn incumbent,
Vasco Costa. This message was given to finance
minister Sergio de Castro when he went to
Washington on 20 December for urgent talks
with AFL-c10 chief George Meany. The speed
with which Costa was replaced is one more
indication of how seriously Santiago is taking the
threat. Pifiera may be rather more diplomatic
in. manner than his predecessor, who made no
secret of his belief that strikes should remain
permanently banned in Chile. But Pifiera is
firmly committed to the maintenance of the
present economic policies, which offer little scope
for greater trade unjon freedom. Nevertheless,
Pifiera moved rapidly to indicate the willingness

of the regime to comply with Meany’s reported

~ conditions for lifting the boycott, which are:

free elections for union officers in all unions;
freedom to hold union meetings without the
presence of police, and without the subsequent
detention of speakers; a return to the system of
levying union contributions directly from wages,
and the re-establishment of free collective
bargaining to determine wages and conditions.
At a meeting with trade union leaders on 2
January, Pifiera announced the immediate
restoration of the right of assembly without

- previous permission, and spelled out the govern-

ment’s programme for trade union normalisation.
He promised a return to free collective bargain-
ing-and the restoration of the right to strike. This
latter concession will be hedged with certain
restrictions. He also reversed previous policy by
saying unions would be allowed to collect mem-
bers’ dues by a direct levy on wages, and said
that new trade union elections would be held in
the middle of this vear. The minister left plenty
of small print to be filled in, and it is too early
for the AFL-cio to claim a complete victory, but
Tucapel Jiménez, a leader of the ‘group of ten’
unions, described the meeting as very positive. He
said it was the first time an official of the junta
had recognised the serious negative effect of the
government’s economic policy on the workers,
and had admitted the need to restore trade union
rights. A spokesman for the central chamber of
commerce expressed the hope that the minister’s
announcements would provide the necessary
conditions for calling off the boycott.

Before his appointment, Pifiera’s line on the
boycott had been to make light of it. In the last
issue of Economia y Sociedad, he argued that the
economic model! was now strong enough to with-
stand the effects of the measure, which would
prove impracticable and difficult to maintain,
and could be circumvented relatively easily. He
conceded that it could be bad for small and
medium producers, and warned that it might
increase uncmplovment. In his attempts to
mediate he has the help of Peter Grace, the

president of the American Institute of Frec

Labour Development (a1FLp), who visited Chile

g




on 29 December to offer his services. Pificra can

also hope for some involuntary help from within
the ArL-c10, which is split over the issue. One
sector, headed by longshoremen’s leader Thomas
Gleason, - is afraid that the boycott may
strengthen the position of Chile’s left-led ‘Com-
munist’ unions, rather than the centre-right wing
Christian Democrat ‘group of ten’ unions which
the AFL-c10 backs. Gleason is hesitating to back
the call for a total boycott, which has the support
of Meany and Sol Chaikin of the garment
workers; instead he may support a weaker
resolution in favour of selective blackings.

The issue is to be resolved at the ORIT meeting
in 8 January. In the meantime, Meany is encour-
aging his Chilean brothers to use the threat to
try to wring concessions from the government.
In Latin America, the Brazilian unions are
reported to have rejected the original orir
resolution in favour of the boycott, but the
Peruvians are equally predictably reported to
have supported it.

One of the main new appointees, Roberto
Kelly at the economy ministry, will not support
- a softer line with unions. Kelly, a retired naval
captain, headed the state planning department,
Odeplan, until this appointment; there, he
advocated reducing unemployment by the simple
method of reducing the employer’s responsibility
. to his workforce, thereby encouraging greater
mobility of labour (Lagr VI, 17 & 19). He
replaces Pablo Baraona, the only public reason
for whose departure seems to have been his
desire to return to private life to earn a better
salary. Kelly is replaced at Odeplan by his deputy,
Miguel Kast. The mining minister, Enrique
Valenzuela, is replaced by a naval captain, Carlos
Quifiones, who will follow Valenzuela’s line in
fighting for the further denationalisation of the
industry (Lacr II, 50). Quifiones had been in
charge of mining affairs in the Magellanes region,
. with special responsibility for oil exploration.

Other changes are in education, where Vice-
Admiral Luis Niemann. hands over to Gonzalo
Vial, and returns to active service. Vial is a
founder and one-time director of the weekly
Qué Pasa, which is closely linked to the right-
wing Catholic Opus Dei movement. In the
- housing ministry, retired army General Jaime
Estrada Leigh, who previously headed the
national nuclear energy commission, takes on
the job of trying to persuade private builders to
invest in unprofitable public housing.

Before the changes were finally announced, on
26 December, two other military ministers were
rumoured to be on their way out. They were
Generals César Benavides (defence), and René
Vidal (secretary to the government). But the
President. personally confirmed that both had
his full confidence. -

Bolivia: no Heft tilt

President Padilla is taking good care to
cover himself against the possibility of
ex-President Banzer rallying right-wing
business and military opinion against his
government.

President David Padilla used his end-of-year
message to correct any impression, which might
have been created by recent utterances (LAPR
XI1, 50), that his government might constitute
an opening to the left. In a series.of important
definitions, he said that hc would not end the
military occupation of the mines; that he did not
propose to dissolve the campesino-military
alliance; and that he opposed the participation
of trade union laaders as candidates in political
elections.

On all these issues he opposed the unanimous
recommendations of the Bolivian political parties,
presented to the .government during the last
weeks of 1978. President Padilla was evidently
on his guard against propagandists inside the
armed forces, who see him as the Bolivian
Kerensky planning to hand over the government
to the left. '

In fact, Padilla suggested that his government
would leave the future civilian government to
take the most important strategic decisicns facing
Bolivia. This possibly means that he will seek to
avoid a major devaluation, for example. How-
ever, he did cover himself by saying his govern-
ment would not hesitate to take unpopular
measures if necessary.

Having slapped down the left, - President
Padilla assured the business community of his
fervent support for private enterprise and pro-
ductive industry. In this, as in his other remarks,
Padilla clearly had General Banzer in mind. The
former President had been strangely. silent in
recent weeks, and popular rumour has it that he
is gathering money and allies (both civilian and
military) to block the rcad to elections.

The only sweetener in the President’s speech
was a suggestion that he might be able to
announce new oil discoveries during the first
months of 1979. He also made it clear that he
hoped to use the fact that the Organisation of
American States is to hold its annual general
assembly in La Paz in April to build international |
support for Bolivia’s claim to a way to the sea’ i
It is, after all, the hundredth anniversary of the
War of the Pacific, which led to the loss of the
coast. He said diplomatic relations with Chile
would not be restored until Chile ended its
demand for an exchange of territory as the
appropriate solution to the problem.

2 LATIN AMERICA POLITICAL REPORT 5 J'anuary‘ 1979 volume XIII number 1
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‘Belfast’ warning on Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico: Another Belfast is likely
to emerge in Puerto Rico if the
United States does not come up with
a policy for its ‘decolonisation,” a
former senior Puerto Rican official
writes in the winter issue of Foreign
Policy. ‘The problem of Puerto Rico
is colonialism,” says José Cabranes,
who served as special counsel and
Washington representative for former
governor Rafael Herndndez Colon.
‘Decolonisation stands at the front and
centre of the island’s politics and its
relations with the United States,’
Cabranes says.

According to the article, ‘Puerto
Rico: Out of the Colonial Closet,” the
need for decolonisation is crystal
clear. Because of its lack of con-
gressional representation and its
economic dominance by the United
States, Puerto Rico can only be con-
sidered a colony, and almost all of
the island's political leaders now admit
this. Cabranes criticises the absence of
any official United States policy to
‘lift the enormous psychological
burden of decades of dependency and
political inferiority.’ :

Mainland benefits

Cabranes traces the orgins of
Puerto Rico's present commonwealth
status, the creation of Luis Mufoz
Marin, the populist figure whose
Partido Popular Democritico (prD)
won control of the island’s legislature
in 1940 with a commitment to ‘bread,
land and liberty.,” This relationship
has been of significant economic bene-
fit to the United States. By 1977.

Cabranes writes, Puerto Rico’s annual .

purchases from the mainland had
soared to more than vs$3.9bn, Pur-
chases of United States consumer
goods per head of population were
higher than those of any other coun-
try. Total United States investment
on the island was estimated at
usS15bn; the 1950s and 1960s had seen
the arrival of ‘runaway’ textile and
electronics corporations drawn by the
island’s low-wage labour market.
After describing the social bases of
each of the three major political
tendencies on . the island—tihose
favouring commonwealth status. state-
hood and independence—Cabrancs
argues that the Puerto Rican sense
of powerlessness has been deepened
in recent years by the economic dis-
location resulting from the island’s
massive financial problems. This

‘frustration, he says, led Pucrto Ricans

to realise that their colonial condition
had to change, and the statehood and
commonwealth advocates came out
of the colonial closet at the United
Nations last September (Lapr XIT, 36).

The article hits hard at what
Cabranes sees as Washington’s diplo-
matic nearsightedness in responding

to the unanimous Puerto Rican call
for change. Although President Carter
promised last July ‘to support what-
ever decision the people of Puerto
Rico reach,” and United Nations
Ambassador Andrew Young asserted
that ‘the United States would do
nothing to stand in the way’ of United
Nations observers at the proposad
1981 Puerto Rican political referen-
dum on status, the actions of United
States officials during the v~ hearings
‘suggested that the Carter and Young
statements had no substance beneath
them,” according to Cabranes.

While manager of Hernindez
Colén’s Washington office, Cabranes
identificd strongly with the auro-
nomista wing of the ppD. When
Herndndez Colén lost the 1976 guber-
natorial election, Cabranes returned
to his alma mater, Yale University.
where he is now general counsel. He
has recently been publicly associated
with the pro-statehood Demaocrats, led
by Franklin Dclano Lépez and
Resident Commissioner Baltasar Cor-
rada del Rio, who have made the
island’s political status an issue in
the United States and have the
sympathetic ear of Jimmy Carter. The
radical shift in Cabranes’ status
preference apparently results from his
belief that the interdependence of
Puerto Rico and the United States is
inevitable and that statehood would
bring Puerto Ricans maximum
political rights.

The Cabranes article, however, does
not overtly favour statehood. His
purpose is to prod the State Depart-
ment into developing a more aggres-
sive position on the issue. Despite its
many virtues, the article’s major error
is that it follows the traditional habit
of Pucrto Rican leaders in looking to
Washington for a solution to the
island’s future. [

For the record

Colombia: José Gonzalo Forero Del-
gadillo, the chairman of the joint
chiefs of staff, has been promoted to
three-star (or sun, in the Colombian
case) general by President Turbay,
subject to approval by the senate.
Vice-Admiral Giiidberto Barona Silva
has been promoted to full admiral,
thereby becoming orly the fifth
Colombian to hold this rank. Admiral
Barona has been appointed com-
mander of the navy. Major-General
Ratul Alberto ‘Paredes Diago has
been promoted to full general, and
has replaced General Alfonso
Rodriguez Rubiano as commander of
the air force. Brigadier-Generals
Francisco Afanador Cabrera and
Angel Maria Gémez Jduregui (air
force) have been promoted to major-
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1 . ceneral, and Rear-Admiral Héctor
* Calderén Salazar has been appointed

vice-admiral.

Six army colonels have becn
promoted to brigadier-gencral, as
follows: Manuel Guermrero Paz,
Herndn Hurtado Vallejo, Ricardo
José Medina Escobar, Luis Alberto
Andrade Anaya, Diego Gonzilez
Ossa and Guillermo de la Cruz
Amaya. General Andrade has bsen
appointed commandsr of the seventh
army brigade, and General Guerrero
is now deputy chief of staff of the
army. Captain Jos¢é Gémez Avila has
been promoted to rear-admiral and
appointed director of matériel of the
navy.

Air force Colonel Alfredo Ortega
Caicedo will be promoted to brigadier-
general later this year and Captain
Enrique Grau Aradjo will be ap-
pointed rear-admiral. The commander
of the Bogotd police, Colonel Jorge
Enrique Bulla Quintana, has been
replaced by Colonel Hemando
Sdchica Aponte.

General Guerrero, as a colonel,
presided over the court martial which
sentenced five civilians to more than
100 years’ imprisonment for the as-
sassination of General Ramén Arturo
Rincén Quiiiones in 1975 (ta X, 5 &
7). This decision has finally been
overfurned by the civilian courts,
and the accused completely exonera-
ted. General Afanador, as the
attorney-general’'s delegate for the
armed forces, is very much involved
in the investigation into allegations
that members of military intelligence
tortured suspected guerrillas during
interrogation (Larr XII, 46). [J

Cuba: The number of Cuban tech-
nicians, specialists and political ad-
visers working in Angola is to be
raised to 10,700 this year, Ramiro
Valdés, vice-president of the council
of state, said recently after a meeting
in Havana of the Cuban-Angolan
mixed commission. [

Dominica: The Caribbean island of
Dominica became the 151st member
of the United Nations on 6 Decem-
ber. Dominica became the second
smallest nation in the United Nations,
with a population of only 60,000. 1

Paraguay: The United States ambas-
sador, Robert White, attended the
inauguration of the first human rights
conference held in Paraguay during
9-10 December, organised by the

- Commission for the Decfence of

Human Rights in Paraguav. O

Correction -

Peru: In the story on arms limitation
talks (Latin Letter XII, 47) it was
inadvertently suggested that Peru was
planning to acquire the rights to pro-
duce ‘the supersonic Israeli aircraft,
the Kfir, as well as improved versions
of the Mirage IIT and V. In fact, the
Kfir is the improved version of the
Mirage 1Tt and V. [
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Beégle Channel: divin.e

intervention

Both Argentina and Chile seem anxious
to make concessions in order to smooth
the path of the papal envoy, but he is still
at the stage of trying to get megotiations
restarted in a tense and hostile climate.

Cardinal Antonio Samore, like a hybrid of Pope
Alexander VI and Henry Kissinger, spent the
last days of 1978 and the first of 1979 shuttling
between Buenos Aires and Santiago in an effort
to avert war in the South Atlantic. For the first
time since May, when the result of the inter-
national arbitration was announced, the two
parties to the Beagle Channel dispute seem to
be making substantive concessions, which could
conceivably lead to a settlement. Cardinal Samore
is a veteran of Latin American diplomacy. He
was papal nuncio in Bogota and other Latin
American capitals in his younger days (he is now
73) and played an important part in setting up
the Conferencia del Episcopado Latinoamericano
(Celam), which is responsible for the coming
bishops® meeting in Puebla, Mexico.

Samore first listened to the positions of the
two sides and then suggested a possible formula
which might lead to-a settlement. This included
-recognition of Chile’s right to the three disputed
islands, Lennox, Nueva and Picton, but limited
Chile’s maritime claims, which are based on
the new angles of projection resulting from the
arbitration. According to the Financial Times
correspondent, - Robert Lindley, Argentina is
willing to recognise Chilean sovereignty over the
islands, provided Chile concedes~a sovereign
corridor giving Argentina access to the naval
base of Ushuaia without sailing through Chilean
territorial waters. Argentina is also demanding
sovereignty over some of the smaller islets to
the south of Nueva.

The cardinal is being extremely cautious in his
public utterances. He is not willing to see more
than ‘a glimmer of light’, and emphasises that
his main concern at present is to get the parties
back to the negotiating table. It seems clear that
both Presidents favour a ncgotiated solution, but
Videla remains under heavy pressure from his
generals to seek a military solution. War is
probably out of the question, however, while
Cardinal Samore remains in the area offering
mediation. The cardinal did indicate that later,
when he had made his report, Pope John Paul 11
might offer to arbitrate between the two sides.
1In such a case, perhaps the only precedent might
be the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1493, when Pope

Alexander VI decided on the conflicting colonial
claims of the Catholic monarchs of Portugal and
Spain by drawing an imaginary line from north to
south, 370 leagues west of the Azores.

One Argentine general said that if President
Pinochet did not accept Argentina’s ‘final offer’,
there would certainly be a war. But it seems
likely that there is considerable room for talking
before Samore gives it up as a bad job. In the
meantime, the Argentine authorities in the war
zone continue to make threatening noises, and
to arrest and harass Chilean residents.

Mexico: divine headache

The announcement of the Pope’s forth-
coming visit to Mexico has been received
with unrestrained glee by the Church, the
private sector and the right in general,
but with some concern by the government.

It was four days before the government produced
any official reaction to the announcement, made
just before Christmas, that Pope John Paul II
was to visit Mexico at the end of January to
open the third Latin American bishops® confer-
ence (Celam) in Puebla. Mexicans have just
undergone one remarkable historical experience
—the first visit by a King of Spain last November
(Lapr XII, 47). But the first-ever visit by a Pope
is a different matter, given the century and a
quarter of bitler dispute between Church and
State after independence from Spain. Fears that
the visit might resurrect these bitter divisions
make it a real headache for the government,
and indeed may well have delayed the announce-
ment until only a month before it was due.

When it came on 26 December, the govern-
ment’s official reaction made clear just how
uneasy it was. In the communique read by Presi-
dent José Lopez Portillo’s senior cabinet minis-
ter, Jesis Reyes Heroles, minister of Gobernacién
(the interior), the government said the Pope
would be treated as a “distinguished visitor’, not
a visiting head of state, as he would in every
other Latin American country. That disposed of
the difficult protocol problem of how the Pope
should be treated by Mexico, a constitutionally
sccular state, and the only fervently Roman
Catholic country in the world which has no
relations with the Vatican.

More awkward still, however, are the political
problems posed by the visit. In a characteristi-
cally pithy comment, Reyes Heroles said: ‘There
are no problems of faith, There may be problems
of political attitudes in the name of faith’
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Although there have been objections to the
Pope’s visit from certain sections of the left, the
minister declared with emphasis that it in no
way invalidated ‘the Mexican solution to the
problem of Church-State separation, a separation
which remains inviolable’. In a clear reference
to the bloody feuds of the past, particularly in
the 1920s and 1930s, between religious and anti-
clerical forces, Reyes Heroles said: ‘Existing
legislation will be followed in spirit, but without
excesses from either side. That is, no acts
contrary to our Church-State separation, but
also no excessive severity which had its origins
in a stage of struggle now fortunately long gone.’

If the government’s flexibility over existing
legislation means what it seems to, then the
Pope will probably be allowed to travel in an
open car from Mexico City’s airport, where he
arrives on 26 January, to the Basilica of
Guadalupe, Mexico’s most holy shrine, where he
will celebrate Mass and open the Celam confer-
ence. He may also travel in an open car the
130 kilometres from Mexico City to Puebla the
following day, a route which religious organis-
ations have said they will line shoulder to
shoulder the whole way. This would violate the
law which prohibits priests, lowly or exalted,
from appearing in their habits in public.

The government may also allow another law
to be broken, which says that religious cere-
monies may not be held in public outside
churches, Religious organisations are pushing
hard for public services and blessings to be held
in large sports stadiums in both Mexico City and
Puebla. Like many Mexican laws, however, the
country’s anticlerical legislation is not always
rigorously applied in practice, and the govern-
ment turns a blind eye to many violations. But
the government can hardly turn a blind eye to
the Pope, so the Mexican Church may be fined
a nominal 50 pesos if it breaks the law by holding
a religious service in public. The government will
probably choose to ignore the law which forbids
foreign priests to practise religion in Mexico. It
remains to be seen whether it will obey the law
which obliges the state to take over any building
other than a church used for a religious cere-
mony. The capital’s Aztec stadium belongs to the
privately-owned Televisa television consortium.

President Lépez Portillo is expected to have a
private meeting with the Pope, but not to go to
the airport to greet him, nor to attend any
religious ceremonies. However, he has created a
new post, his personal representative to the Pope,
and appointed Jorge Martinez Gémez del Campo,
formerly director of the Banco de Fomento
Cooperativo. An unexpecteéd group at the airport
will be the leaders of the Mexican Communist
Party, which last year called for full political
rights to be restored to priests. The party has

also joined with right-wing pressure groups in
demanding that diplomatic relations should be
established with the Vatican.

During his five days in Mexico the Pope is

~ expected to go to both Guadalajara and Oaxaca,

where he will meet Indian communities. Con-
servative forces, both in and out of the Mexican
Church, are already trying to use his visit to
their own advantage, as are more progressive
groups. The extent to which the government can

damp down the political aspects of the visit will -

depend to a great extent on the Pope himself.
Although he has already established a reputation
in Rome as a gregarious and sociable man, it is
not yet clear whether he has appreciated that
Mexico’s fervent Catholicism is not an integral
part of its strong nationalist feelings, as it is in
his native Poland. :

The only religious group in Mexico apparently
unconcerned about the Pope’s visit is the extreme
conservative Union Catdlica Trento, which re-

~garded Paul VI as an apostate and heretic, and

considers the papal throne vacant since his
election.

Ecuador: plot thickens

There is mounting evidence that a deep-
laid political censpiracy underlay the
assassination of Abdén Calderén Muiioz

~in November. The government has

attempted to allay suspicions about its
involvement.

The dismissal of the minister of the ‘interior,
General Bolivar Jarrin Cahuefias, on 20
December, was clearly connected with the
assassination of the politician Abdén Calderén
Mufioz three weeks earlier (LaAprR XII, 49). In

the intervening period, protests had grown at the

apparent inability of the police (of which the
interior minister is the head) to lay hands on
the culprits, despitc abundant evidence of their
identity. Vice-Presidential candidate Osvaldo
Hurtado, of the Concentracién de Fuerzas
Populares-Democracia Popular coalition, went
so far as to describe General Jarrin as an
‘obstacle’ to the clectoral process, which is due to
culminate in April 1979. Hurtado thereby gave
expression to widespread fears that the assassina-
tion might be part of a conspiracy to frustrate
the plans for returning power to civilian hands.
Suspicions of a plot with some official involve-
ment were strengthened on 27 December, when

the new interior minister, Rear-Admiral Victor

Hugo Garcés Pozo, admitted that one of the

LLATIN AMERICA POLITICAL REPORT 5 January 1979 volume XIIT number 1 5




suspects arrested in connection with the Calderén -

case, Humberto Rivera Ortiz, was a member of
the political security branch of the police. Garcés
was quick to add that Rivera was an ‘infiltrator’.
put therc by extremist agitators, and that the
police were in no way involved in the assassina-
tion. He also announced that the head of the
seven-member assassination squad -was Abel
Salazar, a lawyer who until September had been
employed by the Guayaquil municipal govern-
ment. He had given himself up to the Quito
police a few days earlier, and five of the suspects
were reported to be in custody.

Salazar had been the leader of a right-wing
terrorist group known as Atala, which operated
in the Guayaquil state university a few years
ago, apparently with discreet support in high
places. Among its members were Guillermo
Méndez Baldeén and Luis Garcia Almeida, the
two-man team who, according to the police, were
actually responsible for the killing of Calderén
Mufioz. Méndez had apparently told a friend in
Ambato that he, too, was a secret police agent,
and that some very important psople were
involved in the conspiracy. Méndez was arrested
on the strength of the friend’s evidence. but
Garcia remained at large this week, and was
thought to have left the country.

The involvement of the Guayaquil municipal
authorities in a series of terrorist outrages earlier
in the ycar had been widely suspected, and
Salazar at that time was legal adviser to the then
mayor, Guillermo Molina Defranc. Méndez and
Salazar were also alleged to be members of a
strong-arm squad organised by the campaign
managers of Liberal presidential candidate Patl
Clemente Huerta, who was widely regarded as
the representative of the Guayaquil commercial
and financial oligarchy. His failure to secure a
place in next April’s run-off would, on the face
of it, give his supporters sufficient reason to
sabotage the entire process by whatever means
at their disposal.

The government has promised a full investiga-
tion into the shadowy forces behind the murder
of Calderén Mufioz, and showed its good will
by dismissing the head of the national police,
General Alberto Villamarin Ortiz, along with
General Jarrin; he has been replaced by his
second-in-command, General Humberto Leén
Polo. One of of the first official acts of the new
interior minister was to sack the head of the
- Guayaquil criminal investigation department,
sic, Colonel Silvio Arias Torres, who had so
conspicuously failed to pick up the assassins’ trail.

The change of minister is unlikely to bring
about any important changes in policy; a gap of
almost 24 hours between the dismissal of General
Jarrin and the appointment of Admiral Garcés
was taken up with urgent consulations between

the ruling triumvirate and the military high
command, so the new minister presumably has
the backing of the armed forces.  These same
military chiefs had assured General Jarrin of
their unqualified support only a week before he
was removed, so the permanence of the new
arrangements cannot be taken for granted. How-
ever, the commitment of the majority of senior
officers to see the electoral process through
appears to remain intact.

To bolster their resolve, a group of prominent
civilians, led by ex-Presidents Galo Plaza Lasso

and Clemente Yerovi, have set up a committec .

to defend the re-establishment of democracy.
This is committed to supporting the official time-
table, and rejects the call for a constituent
assembly and the annulment of last July’s elec-
tions which has come from some of the main
right-wing forces. :

Nicaragua: Tachito’s theme

President Somoza is again celling the
tune; the formal opposition and the inter-
national mediation effort are ir almost
total disarray.

Nicaragua’s new year began in much the same
fashion set by 1978. There were violent demon-
strations last Monday against the government of
President Anastasio Somoza. Armed youths were

also reported to have clashed with Somoza’s -

National Guard, leading to an as yet undeter-
mined number of deaths in Managua, Leén and
Granada. These latest incidents came shortly
after fighting last month in the north between
the Guard and Sandinista guerrillas, apparently
the most serious since Septemb-’rs civil war
(Lapr XII, 50).

The violence has again becn intensifying after
a temporary lull during the United States-led
cffort to mediate between Somoza and the Frente
Amplio de Oposicién (Fa0). The mediation looks
now to be on its last legs, if it has not collapsed
altogether. Shortly before Christmas the rela-
tively liberal-minded rao spokesman, Alfonso
Robelo Callejas, said that conversations with
Somoza were ‘dead’. Other FA0 members, how-
ever, have in the past seemed willing to keep
talking with the President no matter what con-
ditions. he might lay down for a settlement, and
within this context of FAo disunity Somoza has
now seized the initiative.

Somoza feels himself in a position to make no
concessions at all to the positions of both the Fao
and the mediators; now he has thrown out the

6 LATIN AMERICA POLITICAL REPORT 5 January 1979 volume XIII number 1

!




-proposition for a plebiscite in February. Ironi-
cally Somoza, in November, first suggested a
plebiscite, and the FAo and mediators took up
the proposal. Last week the President rejected
the proposition by claiming that the mediators’
condition that the plebiscite should be inter-
nationally supervised was a ‘juridical absurdity’.

Somoza clearly has no intention of: signing:

away his family’s dynasty to even the most
conservative elements of the opposition; he
secems happy to take his chances in any renewed
offensive by the Sandinista guerrillas. Somoza’s
durability has dismayed the chief United States
mediator, William G. Bowdler, who has been
pushing for Somocismo sin Somoza. Bowdler is
said 1o have been telling friends in the United
States that he even favours a National Guard
coup against Somoza as a prelude to a business-
backed regime. The Guard, however, is at least
as hated as the President himself.

Internationally, Somoza has been moving to
consolidate his position by maintaining close

contacts with fellow members of the Consejo de
Ejércitos Centroamericanos (Condeca). He
recently had secret talks with the Presidents of
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, giving
credence to speculation that Condeca would act
on Somoza’s behalf if requested.

By virtue of the National Guard’s superior
strength in arms and numbers, Somoza could
probably contain a further all-out offensive by
the Sandinistas. But the President’s closer
contacts with other Condeca members have,
significantly, been made at a time of apparently
increased unity among the three guerrilla
factions. Speaking in Mexico City last week,
Tomas Borge, leader of the Guerra Popular
Prolongada (Gepp) faction, announced the reuni-

fication of the Gpp with the Tercerista and -

Tendencia Proletaria guerrilla groups:” For the
time being, the Sandinistas also seem to have
opted for tactics of engaging the National Guard
in small to medium-scale skirmishes, usually in
areas bordering Honduras and Costa Rica. Local
observers argue that the guerrillas still lack the
necessary grassroots organisation to carry out
another full offensive.

The Sandinistas are also being hampered by
continuing clean-up operations carried out by
the Costa Rican Civil Guard against guerrilla
camps there. Somoza closed the border with
Costa Rica on 26 December and threatened to
invade the country unless the government in
San José stepped up its anti-Sandinista opera-
tions. As well as prompting an appeal to the 0as
from Costa Rica for protection against a
Nicaraguan invasion, Somoza’s threat has also
intensified the current debate in Costa Rica on

a rapid build-up of the country’s armed forces

(r.apr XTI, 50).

Cuba: on the attack

Cubz’s leaders celebrated the twentieth
anniversary of the revolution with an
ideological reaffirmation, taking the form
of a blast at China and the United States.

Diplomats who might have thought that the
changes in Cuba’s system of economic manage-
ment (LAER VI, 50) and the programme for the
release of political prisoners (LaPr XII, 49) signal-
led a change in the politics of the Cuban leader-
ship were treated to a dose of Havana’s old
one-two at the new year. In speeches to mark the
twentieth anniversary of the revolution, President
Fidel Castro and his brother Raiil, the head -of
the armed forces, delivered blistering attacks on
the United States, Egypt and China.

Fidel Castro‘s speech was delivered at a special
session of the national assembly of people’s power,
held, according to the official account, ‘to reiter-
ate to the world the principles which rule Cuban

foreien policy linked to the forces of progress

and socialism’. To cries from the audience of
‘Fidel, Fidel, seguro, a los yanquis dales duro’,
Castro charged the United States with hypocrisy
and causing the deaths of thousands of people

" in Latin America. Egypt was accused of betray-

ing the Palestinian cause, but the fiercest attacks
were reserved for China. The diplomatic repre-
sentatives of all three countries walked out of
the Karl Marx theatre where the session was held.

If anything, Raiil Castro's speech, at a massive
military parade in Havana, was even more criti-
cal of the Chinese. “The new mandarins,” he said,
had sold their revolutionary birthright for a mess

of pottage. Castro was referring to the recent

United States decision to re-establish diplomatic
relations with China; the decision followed
massive purchases by Peking of Western techno-
logy. Ratil said the West was pursuing with China
the policy which it had applied to Nazi Germany.
Then, he said, the West had ‘thrown against the
USSR a war machine in the hands of chauvinists
blinded by expansionist ambitions and dreams of
world hegemony’.

Both of the Castro brothers emphasised that
Cuba would never follow the Chinese road, though
therc were soothing words, too, about a commit-
ment to peaceful coexistence between nations with
different social systems. United States officials
would do well to mark these words; for too long
they had imagined that Cuba’s African policy, for
cxample, was negotiable. But they could take
heart, too, on the question of peaceful coexistence.
Despite the rapid deterioration in Cuban-Chincse
relations, China continues to be an important
trading partner of Cuba.
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Argentina: The government has freed 192 people

it had been holding without charge. Further

prisoners in this category are being put under
house arrest, exiled, or given provisional liberty.
Officials have voiced satisfaction at the December
negotiations over the Malvinas/Falklands, which
led to an agreement in principle on an outline
scheme for scientific research on the islands.

Brazil: President Geisel decreed at the end of the
year that people banished from the country would
become ordinary citizens once again. The cate-
gory of ‘banished’ was introduced for political
prisoners released as ransom for kidnapped
ambassadors; it includes some of Brazil’s most
prominent union leaders. It is not clear whether
they will be allowed to return freely to Brazil.

Colombia: The M-19 guerrilla group has claimed
responsibility for a raid on the Brigada de Insti-
tutos Militares (Bim) military arsenal, north of
Bogotd, on 3 January, in which they seized more
than 5,000 assorted arms. An M-19 press release
bore the signature, for the first time, of Carlos
Toledo Plata, a former Anapo congressman,

Dorminican Republic: Widespread protests against
the government, the first since it took office last
Auvgust, have followed its decision to raise the
price of petrol and other oil products.

El Salvador: The Dutch manager of the local
Philips subsidiary was released last month after
being held for 36 days by FARN guerrillas (LAPR
XI1I, 48). Philips is now reported to have paid a
us$4m ransom, and Dutch overseas radio broad-
cast a lengthy guerrilla manifesto to El Salvador.
Two British bankers and a Japanese industrialist
are still being held by the FarN, which, in return
for the businessmen, is demanding that the mili-
tary regime release five political prisoners. The
covernment has claimed that it has no political
prisoners (LAPR XII, 44 Latin Letter).

Honduras: Valentin Mendoza, a member of the
Partido Nacionalista (Lapr XII, 32 & 47), has been
appointed to the key post of finance minister.
Carlos Manuel Zerén is the new minister of econ-
omy, and Mendoza’s post at the ministry of
economic planning is being taken over by Virgilio
Ciceres Pineda (Lapr X1I, 35, Latin Letter). The

chief of the central bank, Guillermo Bueso, who
has been under continual pressurc from the mii-
tary junta to resign, is reported to be Iookmg for
a new job (LAPRr XII, 33).

Latin America: Pope John Paul II is to make
the first visit by a pontiff to Santo Domingo,
where he will spend 12 hours on 25 January on
his way to Mexico. The Pope has been invited
to visit Guatemala after leaving Mexico, but has
given no reply yet. Reports in the Colombian
press, quoting Archbishop Rosendo Huesca
Pacheco of Puebla, Mexico, that the Pope would
visit Brazil this year were received with surprise
by the Brazilian bishops’ conference, which said
he had been invited for 1980.

Mexico: United Nations secretary general Kurt
Waldheim has been received by President Lopez
Portillo and foreign minister Santiago Roel dur-
ing an unofficial visit to Mexico. He goes on to
Jamaica and Cuba.

Peru: The country’s main labour unions, led by
the Communist ¢GTp, have called a general strike
for 9-11 January. in protest against government
economic policy. The price of petrol was increased
by up to 20% on 3 January.

Peru: Vice-Admiral Jorge Parodi Galliani has

‘been replaced as commander of the navy and

member of the ruling junta by Vice-Admiral
Carlos Tirado Alcorta. Rear-Admiral Jorge
Villalobos Urquiaga has replaced Vice-Admiral
Francisco Maridtegui Angulo as minister of
fisheries; Admiral Villalobos was formerly direc-
tor of the naval academy. Maridtegui is the new
inspector-general of the mavy. President Morales
Bermidez has also announced that forcign
minister José de la Puente Radbill will be replaced
at the end of January, presumably by Carlos
Garcia Bedoya, the current ambassador in Wash-
ington. De la Puente has come uader attack for
his conciliatory attitude towards Chile, particularly
over the arrest of four Chileans accused of spy-
ing in Peru just before Christmas.

Puerto Rico: Secretary of state Reinaldo Pania-
gua, the cabinet’s most influential figure, resigned
last week, sparking a new crisis for the govern-
ment of Carlos Romero Barceld. Paniagua’s resig-
nation was preceded, a few weeks earlier, by those
of the chief of police, Roberto Torres Gonzélez,
and the president of the government’s develop-
ment bank, Mariano Mier.
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Draftf Suggestions for a press releasei:)to Bert Gold and Mbrtbn Yarmon

"The Latin American Catholic Bishop Conference of Pope
John Paul II to the American Continent,"

American Jewish Committee representatives travelled to Puebla
to express their concern about the terminology reférrihg to the
Jewish people which was included in some oflthe CELAM conference
working documents which did not reflect the épirit and substance

of the gu1de11nes and suggestions for 1mp1ement1ng the counciliar
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o

declaration Nostra Aetate ° ,whlchHhadege éprgpared after the

Ecumenical Council II,

The tﬁo-AJC representative i Mr.Sergio Nudelstejer, Director
of AJC's Central American Office and Mr. Jacob Kovadloff, Director
of AJC's South American Office; joined the 3500 journalists and
others who had come to Puebla as .2 observers.

Prior to the Conference the Pope met with the Mexican interfaith

Committee which included aj@éiééé?gaﬁf:éféiﬁéﬁdééﬁféigﬁ6;@;?%;%? of
MExican-Jews. The delegation includéd Mr. Sergio Nudelstejer AJC
Director in Mexico who also is General Director of the Cent¥al
Committee of Mexican Jews. The Jewish delegation presented the

Pope with a beautiful silver plate with the date inscribed in Spanish

and Hebrew. During his visits to to Guadalajara and Monterrey

the Pope received Jewish community leaders from those two cities.



One of the\presidents of the Puebla Conference, who
is also KK¥XX¥X chairman of the Vatican Commission for Latin America, B8
Sebastiano Cardinal Paggio was presented a letter by Mr, Kovadloff,

Director of South American Affairs at the AJC. The letter read as fmklw
follows: "In the name of Mr. Richar Maass President, and Mr. Bert
- Go 1d exeéutive:vixe—ptesident and on behalf of the executives and

members of the AJC, I have the honor to convey

!

L

to youriéminence sincere wishes for the success of the deliberations
taking place in this city by many distinguisehd personalities
of the Catholic Church in Latin America as well as from the

Vatican and many other coutries.

: !
May we kindly express to\#our Holyness Pope John

Paul II our cordial and respecful wel#éome to the American continent,

O

thié being his first trip abroad sinceigzegicaméi ontiff, We know

Cl»4r;£“x’€£ il
of the béﬂﬂﬁfgggzglmanitarian activities of Pope John Paul II

as a priest, bishop and arcﬁibishop of Crakow in his Diocese in

. We are aware to his sympathy and regard
his hometown Poland. . 4

- for the masll number of the Jewish survivors of the Holocout who
_hgg returned to Crakow. His relatibnship and fraternal regard for } i
o - ’

} ~ the Jewish civtims deserves our recognition.



Because of this the AJC as an institution which
has pioneered in promoting inter-religious Hialogue in the
U.S. as well as throghout the world follows with great interst
the presence of Pope John Paul II in this continent, as well as the
deliberations of thg Puebla Conference in which the difficult problems
affecting the world 700 million Catholics are being confrpnted.

We pray for the successful achevement of those
goals common to all: place, justice and harmony among pgéple and

nations of the workd. As Jews we are hopeful that the spirit of the

IT Ecumenical Council and the Enciclical - Nosta Aetate (October 19,
1965), as well as the guidelines which resulted from a serious of
important conferences including those of TJCIC and the CELAM in

Medellin 10 years ago, will be strengthened and implimented in this

L
conference. We invoke the words of Pope—Johml *&@f when he said

1oee Yooeph
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While in Puebla Mr. Kovadloff met with several

| Lopd
LaEESEAmerican dignitaries including Monsignor George Mejia, \)hff
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Secretary for the Commission of Catholic-Jewish Relations. 1In
response to the concern expressed regarding thg working papers,
Monsignor Mejia informed Mr. Kovadloff that he had presented an-
alternative document relating to Ecumenism which referred specifically
to resolutions regarding Judaism which were in the framework of the
previous conferences. He referred eépecially to efforts at
promoting dialogue, text emendations and a strong condemnation
of anti-Semitism.

Other dignitaries with whom Mr., Kovadloff spoke
were equally empahic in asserting that the Puebla Conference would

continue in the spirit of the ecumenical council and to

centipwe reiterate the strong condemnation of religious intolerance

voiced at the previous CELAM Conference in Medellin, _
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: Mr. Sergio Nudelstejer who also serves as
. chairman -on the Latim American conference on Soviet Jewry presented a

Moo

letter to the CELAM executiv ang—a—memoraadem regarding the Jews
'in the Soviet Union.
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