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LATIN AMERICA: TIIE. ARAB CONNECTION 

A Foreign Affairs Background Memorandum 
By Jacob Kovadloff 

Director of South American Affairs 

For many years, Western nations, especially the United States, were virtually 
the only important foreign investors in Latin America, . a region rich in the 
raw rnaterials- -metals, fuels . and so on--heeded to feed highly industrialized 
economies. Implicit in this financial predQrninance was political influence; 
after World War II, for example, members of the ~w Organization· of American 
States--a loose federation inspired by the U .. S. "Good Neighbor Policy"--al­
most automatically followed this country's lead on most international issues. 

In recent ye_ars, these political and economic ties to the West have been 
loosening: Castro 's Cuba has been a Communist satellite since 1962; Argentina 
and Brazil, ~ich have embarked on huge industria_lization programs of their 
m..n, and Venezuela and Mexico, both important oil exporters, no longer accept 
other nations ' efforts to control their economies or political orientation. 
And smaller, poorer countries reflect the winds of nationalism and Third World 
ideologies that have swept so many underdeveloped areas of the globe. The 
pervasive poverty and other so~ial ills long plaguing Latin, America provide 
fertile grolllld for agitation and terror from Cuban-inspired and local guerrilla 
groups at both political extremes. Leftist terrorist groups are often countered 
by terrorist repression, official and non-official, from the right. Political 
upheavals have overturned democracies in Argentina, Chile, Peru, Uruguay, and 
have toppled repressive regimes in Bolivia and Nicaragua. Several other auth­
oritarian governments also face strong challenges . 

This situation offers a hospitable climate for the economic and political am­
bitions of the newly rich Arab world, and a number of Arab states have acted 
to take advantage of it. In this nx>ve, th~y are aided by a substantial Arab 
presence in Latin America , the worldwide resurgence of ethnic consciousness 
and the growing importance of the Middle East in world affairs. 

The Arab-Latin Americans 

Of t}].e 342 million population in Latin America, estimates of the number of peo­
ple of Middle East extraction range from 9 to 15 million: There are 5 million 
Arabs in Brazil and 2 million in Argentina. 

By contrast, there are 600-700,000 Jews in all of Latin America, half of them 
in Argentina , 150 , 000 in Brazil, 50, 000 in Uruguay and 40, QOO in, _Mexico. The 

, .. ,....,,.balance of Uitin America ' s Jewish population is scattered among the mor·e- than 
a .dozen other states, with Latin Americans of Arab origin far· outiiumbering.Jews 
in the region. . . · ' 

The overwhelming majority of Latin American Arabs are Christians (Maronites, 
Catholics, Copts and others) well assimilated into the area's predominantly 
Spanish, Portuguese and Italian societies. There are also a sizeable number 
of fonner Syrians and Lebanese who retain the French culture which dominated 
these countries until after World War II . Only a small number remain Muslims; 
nevertheless, ethnic solidarity between Latin American Arabs and the Arab world 
is strong and has increa~ed sharply since the Middle East conflict, and the 
stepped-up propaganda of the Arab League, Arab diplomats and the PLO. 

International Relations 

All the Latin American countries, rich and poor , proclaim themselves part of 
the Third World, and generally vote with the Arabs and the Soviet bloc against 
Israel and the West in the UN and other international forums. 
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All Latin American states claim to be peace-loving but many are heavily armed, 
and several of the larger states compete sharply for regional dominance. Sim­
mering territorial disputes sometimes further complicate the political scene: 
Argentina and Chile both claim the Beagle Channel Islands; Chile, Bolivia and 
Peru want the coastal areas which Olile 'WOJl ' in a war with the other two coun­
tries more than 100 years ago; Venezuela and Colombia dispute rights to thei r 
shared oil-rich shores; Peru· and Ecuador claim each others' border oil fields. 
It was only a few months ago that Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay 
finally settled their conflicting claims to the rivers that course through 
all four countries and represent valuable sources of hydroelectric power. 

Many of the states have territorial quarrels with Western nations. Mexico 
argues that the status of million.5 of Mexicans iHegally entering and living 
in the Western U.S. should be reguiarized as partial compensation, for the 
American seizure of this territory in 1847. Panama's recently won agreement 
with the U.S. ceding complete .ownership of the Panama Canal to Panama by the· 
end of this century came only after years of bitter negotiation . CUba ob­
jects to the continued presence of the U.S. base at Q.lantanaino. There is an 
ongoing dispute about fishing rights: Latin American countries unanimously 
favor a ?DO-mile off-shore limit; the U.S. and other Western countries insist 
on a 20-mile limit. In addition, Argentina continues to protest British oc­
cupation of the Falkland (Malvinas) Islands, rumored to swim in a sea of oil; 
and Guatemala demands that Great Britain give up Belize. Despite these dif­
ferences, however, most Latin American nations maintain cordial relations with 
the U.S. and other Western countries, and even with Israel, whose trade with 
South and Central .America and Mexico increa.ses annually. Professions of anti­
imperialism notwithstanding, many of the nations of the region energetically 
solicit capital investment from· the West, and especially from the U.S. 

Arab P~netration 

The overwhelming factor in the Arabs' penetration of Latin America has been 
economic interest on both sides . 'Ihe entire region needs both fuels and in­
vestment capital, and Arab money is now as plentiful as its oil reserves. 
Venezuela, Mexico, Ecuador, Bolivia and Trinidad are the only petroletun ex­
porters in the region. (Mexico, although not a member of 10PEC, keeps pace 
with the cartel's prices.) The other nineteen Latin American countries must 
import oil; and most of those oil needs are met by the Arab oil-producing 
states. At the same ti.me, Latin America's need for capital meshes well with 
the Arabs' desire to invest their cash .r eserves in potentially profitable 
enterprises. The oil states also want to buy development technology at the 
best terms, and several countries in Latin America are in a position to furnish 
it. The Middle East nations would also like to diversify their sources of 
military equipment, which until now has come primarily from the U.S. and other 
Western countries. 

Brazil, the world ' s fifth largest riation, is far and away the most aggressive 
seeker of Arab business in Latin America, and numerous missions to the Middle 
East- have- come home with sales ·contracts -for biHions of dollars in .. manu­
factured goods and for public works that will provide work for large numbers 
of Brazilian technicians and workers in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Petrobras, Brazil's state-owned oil company, bid successfully for exploration 
of Iraqi wells. The project included exploration, well-draining, an oil pipe­
line network, 311d the expansion of a terminal; and the deal was detailed in 
the Brazilian press in September 1979. Braspetro, a subsidiary of Petrobras, 
would invest about $2 billion in an Iraqi oil field at Majnoon, which the 
company discovered in 1973. With an estimated reserve 0£ 7 million barrels, 
this field was expected to yield 700,000 barrels a day by 1983. In exchange 
for this investment, Braspetro would be able to buy 25 percent of the first 
350,000 barrels at

1
$4 below prevailing prices, and pay even less as pro­

duction increased. By early January 1980, the agreement had been sweetened. 

1. The New York Times, Jan. 11, 1980. 
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Brazil annotmced that it was relinquishing its development rights to the 
Majnoon fields in return for a shipment of 11.3 million barrels, for which 
she wiU pay about $180 .. million, or $16 per barrel (Iraq's selling p.rice . 
elsewhere is $26 per barrel). Brazil will be able to buy another 20.7 
million barrels at market prices, and is guaranteed an extra 160,000 barrels 
per day for the next 13 years.2 

Other Brazilian companies have also made profitable agreements with Iraq: 
Mendes Jtmiors is building a 300-mile railroad ·for $1.5 billion; about 600 
Brazilian workers and technologists are already working on this project in 
Iraq, and a total 2,200 are expected by April 1980. Esusa has built a hotel 
in Bagdad providing work for 250 Brazilian employees; Engesa has sold Iraq 
about $100 miilion in anns; Mengels has sold the coWltry a million heating 
canisters. ·At the October 1979 Manufactured Goods Inte-rnational Fair in 
Bagdad, the Brazilian.Pavilion included 46 corporations. It is c+ear, how­
ever, that economic growth is only part of Braz~l's long-term ambitions. 
In an annotmcement of talks with Iraq on a banking transaction, Brazilian 
officials said "it is implicit" that both si_des want to "eliminate" American 
and European bankers as middlemen. And, as The New York Times reported on 
January 16, 1980, Brazil.'s goal is· to assert its own geoP.Qht1cal power on its 
own·continent and elsewhei:e in the Third World, with .particular emphasis on 
Africa. 

M:>re ominously, perhaps, a Brazilian mission headed by Foreign Minister Ramiro 
Saraiva Guerreiro visited Iraq to study other technolog~cal needs, including 
the development of nuclear energy (although Argentina is far ahead in this 
technology after its purchase from West Gennany). 1his mission follows an 
agreement, in September 1979, between Iraq's Minister of Commerce and the 
President of Nuclebras {Brazil's state agency), which includes not only sales 
of natural uraniun, but also construction of advanced nuclear reactors--tech­
nology which Brazil itself has not yet received in full from West Germany. 

As carlos Chagas, a well-known journalist; wrote last November in 0 Estado de 
Sao Paulo: " ..• [We] were never so dependent ·an Washington as we are now on 
Iraq .. . . 1he President .of Ira~ holds the key not only to Iraqi, but to Brazilian 
security .. .. As long as our energy sources are not diversified ... we need the 
good will of Iraq .to survive . " CAl the other hand, Chagas- continued, Iraq 
needs Brazil: "Without access to nuclear energy for economic development, and 
a cowiterweight to what Israel may have, -Iraq's survival is in danger .... [al­
though] the word 'bomb' was never used ... the ·Arabs know they will n~ver enter 
the Atomic Club with the help of the big powers. Finally, we need oil, we 
are friends, we have coJl'D'llon interests." President (General) Joao Bautista 

. Figueiredo said the same thing more succinctly ·shortly afterwards. Asked by 
a reporter how he thought the oil crisis would affect Brazil's prospects for 
1980, he replied: ''You should ask the Arabs; they are the ones who can answer 
that question. 113 

New Yo·rk Times correspondent warren Hoge SUllD!larized the reasons for this de­
pend.ency llJ. !Ul. arti~l~ early in .feb.lUJiry .198_0 :. 

"It is no ·coincidence that Brazil's ·great period of record-breaking 
growth and its control over inflation both came to an end in 1973 
when world oil prices began to soar. Brazil has played the pe~roietun 
card with abandon, creating th~ world's .ninth-largest automobile 
industry and tracking its vastness with tens of thousands of miles 
and highways. It did not react to the· new realities of the game in 
the middle 1970's, and it is now paying the price. . 

Braz~l ~orts 85 percent of its petroleum; and will spend $10 billion 
for ~t this year . The amo:uit is staggering in itself, but it poses· a 
particular burden for Braz.11. The country already has a foreign debt 
of $52 billion, 70 percent of which.11UJst ·be amortized in· the early 
1980's, and it is trying to combat-both trade imbalances and domestic 
inflation by reducing imports and increasing exports." 4 

2. Latin American Weekly Report, torid()n, Jan. 18, 1980. 
3. O "Estado de Sao Paulo, NOV. 28, 1979. 
4. "Energy Costs StWlt Brazil's .Developmerit," The New York Times: International 

Energy Supplement, Feb . 3, 1980. 
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Brazil is. the largest anns producer in the Third World. Last July, she de­
livered to Iraq the first ten of a 2,000-l.Dlit purchase of annored combat cars 
(some of them, it h3;S Qeen iumored, to be forwarded to Syria for use on the 
Golan Heights). It was also reported that Brazil was preparing a mass sale 
of weapons to the Saudis.5 .Among those l.Dlder consideration is a col.Dlter-
insurgency turbojet to replace an obsolete British model, and a light tank ·. 
purportedly at half the price of its American equivalent and better suited 
to desert warfare, as well as other sophisticated weapons promoted as more 
adaptable to the ~le East climate and the skills of its work forces. 
Qatar has· already agreed to buy such annaments from Brazil, and talks with 
Kuwait are in progress. In addition, Saudi Arabia and Brazil Have negotiated 
agreements on joint projects for agricultural and industrial development in 
Pakistan and the Sudan. 

Volkswagen in Brazil is considering setting up an assembly plant in Egypt with 
a capacity of 10,000 to 15,000 cars a year; and Egypt's Ambassador Ezzedine 
Rifaat said recently that his country might also sell oil to Brazil soon, ex­
plaining . that Egypt expected to start prospecting near the Libyan border 
shortly, possibly with Brazilian help. 

Brazil 'is far from. the only Latin American cotmtry seeking ·business in the Arab 
world. Argent~ is selling meats (mostly lamb) and grains to the Arabs; Ecuador 
s~lls bananas and other fruits; and Peru sells copper.· The government of Chile 
sold 9ne of its largest agricultural properties, Hacienda Rupanco, to the Vice 
President of a Saudi Arabian bank for $35 million . Uru~y has been trying, 
with mixed success, to sell meat and agricultural produce to the Arab cowitries. 
Colombia has sold coffee"in quantity to the Middle East and has cordially re­
ceived several Arab business missions . MJst other Latin American states are 
too poor and tmderdeveloped either to produce goods the Arabs might buy or to 
absorb iarge Arab investments. 

"Diplomatic Pragmatism" 

It is hardly surprising that Latin America ' s foreign policy has followed its 
thrust for economic ties with the Arab world. A'high Brazi lian official has 
described his government's relations with Arab COlDltries as the "art of diplo­
matic pragmatism." And as Foreign Minister Azeredo da Silveira pointed out 
when tjle 1973 Arab oil embargo had hal ted Brazil's economic boom, oil is bought 
more easily with politics than With JOOJley. · 

Although Brazil has been ruled by more or less repressive military governments 
for more than 15 years, its fore~gn policy usually reflects an earlier demo­
cratic history. Thus "dipl omatic pragmatism" goes far to explain why 'Brazil--
a country that fought against Hitler in World War II--was·one of the three 
Latin American states (along with Cuba and Mexico) which voted at the 1975 
United Nations General Assembly for the resolution equating Zionism with racism. 

Cuba's anti~Zionism vote was expected. And Mexico's was directly attributable 
to ·the ~P~rsonal ambitions of its then President, I.uis Echeverria. Barred by 
law from seeking a second term of offic~; Echeverrfa decided, as Mexican wags 
were saying, to rtm for ''President of the World"--that is, to succeed Kurt 
Waldheim as UN Secretary General. As part of his internatiorial campaign he 
traveled to several Arab states, recognized the Pl.O in Mexico's behalf, offered 
his own good o~fices to settle the Arab-Israel conflict, and arranged for Mexico 
to support the Zionism-racism resolution. (He was nevertheless not elected to 
the post he co\reted.) -

Since Jose L6pez Portillo became President of Mexico in 1976, the COlD'ltry's 
policy toward Israel has grown markedly friendlier. President J..Opez Portillo 
governs his col.Dltry as a democratic leader and is trying to use its recently 
discovered oil. reserves--perhaps the largest in the world--to develop a 
rational economy that wi~l assure a decent standard of living for millio~s of 
Mexicans who ·now live in poverty. Diplomatic and C01l!llercial relations with 
Israel and the United States have beaome normal and realistic. Mexico will be 
selling more oil to Israel despite the furious Arab-inspired outcry and local 

S. Saudi Arabia Newsletter, Oct. 7, 1979. 



- s 

leftist pressure against the decision. Further evidence of the nation's 
friendlier attitude was the visit to Mexico by Israel's President Efraim 
Katzir in 1979, and Pre?ident L6pez Portillo's scheduled retuni visit early 
in 1980. Nor does Mexico evidence any intention of joining OPEC, although 
Saudi Arabia's Minister of Energy, Ahmed Zaki Yamani, visited Mexico re­
cently. LOpez Portillo has stated finnly that his country wants no political 
commitments that may be inconsistent with the national interest. 

"Diplomatic pragmatism" also dictated Brazil's vote at this General Assembly 
session for a resolution on ''1he Inadmissibility of Hegemonism in Inter­
national Relations," with its clause which "resolutely conderns ... racism in­
cluding zionism." (Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Panama 
and Peru also voted in favor; Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuala ab­
stained.) Brazil's delegate, Sergio Correa da Costa, made sure to tell an 
interviewer he had voted on "instruction" from his government. "Politi-
cally it meant some alignment with the Arabs," he explairied, and ''Brazil has 
a very large Arab population .•. more Lebanese than in Lebanon." Also, ''Brazil 
is so vulnerable and dependent on Arab oil." And finally, the country has 
5,000 to 6,000 technicians in Iraq, which makes for "very close relationships. 
There is a political price they expect." 6 

Raising Arab Ethnic Consciousness 

As Arab economic and political influence has risen, many heretofore highly 
acculturated Latin Americans of Arab extraction have begun to organize and to 
cultivate their ethnic roots . This ·has not, however, been a spontaneous move­
ment from within the population.; its p-rimary impetus came from the Arab League, 
and then from a number of Arab diplomats who have aided the League in this task . . 
In sever~l countries these functionaries have helped organized a network of in­
stitutions designed to ~waken donnant ethnic and national identities . The first 
of a series of conferences for this purpose was held in 1968 in Argentina; at 
this meeting, a Federation of Arab Institutions in the Americas was fonned. 
After several subsequent meetings in Argentina and Brazil, a conference in 1977 
in Sant:iago, Chile designated the Federation as the official link with the Arab 
states. 

The next Federation meeting took place in 1979 in Iraq, where the 100 delegates 
from Latin America were received by President al Bakr. The group later pro­
ceeded to Damascus as guests of the Syrian Goverronent and its President, 
General Haffez al Assad. Jordan's King Hussein will be the Federation's host 
in 1981. 

In late 1979, 1,000 Federation delegates from Arab and Latin American countries 
meeting in Caracas, Venezuela, founded a Pan-American Institute of Arab Culture 
with headquarters in Buenos Aires, as well as an Arab-American Infonnation, Pub­
licity and Communications Center based in Santiago, Chile . According to a con­
ference report,7 the center ' s first undertaking is to track down Latin 
Americans of Arab ancestry who have been so thoroughly absorbed into Latin 
American cultures that they have ~ost all contact with their co411tries of origin. 

• . • • - • • • t. 

Besides the ethnic aJ1d cultural emphasis of these organizations, their agenda 
include a good deal of economic and political concern. As early as 1973, it 
was the Federation of Arab Institutions in the Americas which set up Arlabank 
in Lima, Peru; today this bank holds not only Arab deposits, but capital con­
tributions from Spain and several Latin American countries . (Arlabank is 
managing a $45 million loan to Peru for its Mantero hydroelectric project.) 

One officially stated purpose of the newly-fonned cultural and information centers 
in Bu~nos Aires and Santiago is "to work for the free self-determination of the 
Palestinians .and their right to their homeland ... we consider the PLO the legiti­
mate representative of that people ... " Victor Ananias of Chile, President of 
the Federation, was quoted in Agence France Presse (Oct. 6, 1979) as stating; 
''1he solution ·we propose for the Middle East is the disappearance of Israel to 

6. The New York Times, Jan. 21, 1980 
7. ta segun.Cla, Santiago, Chile, Nov. 9, 1979 
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make way for a secular, democratic Palestinian state." And to journalists 
who asked whether they thought the PLO was a terrorist organization, several 
Latin American delegates to Caracas replied that , on the contrary, its armed 
activity was "legitimate defense . " 

Anti-Zionism and Anti-Semitism 

PLO propaganda and anti-Zionist agitation--which sometimes slips over into 
venomous anti-Semitism- ·have intensified everywhere with the growth of Arab 
wealth and power. But the political instability of Latin America, its ex­
treme dependence on foreign investment for its economic development, and its 
peculiar demography and ethnic composition have made it a special target of 
Arab anti-Israel propaganda. It also poses a special threat to Latin American 
Jews, who are accustomed to living amicably with their neighbors of Arab ex­
traction. In some countries, notably Arg~tina, a pre-existing undercurrent 
of anti-Semitism makes the Arab campaign against' the Jewish state--and against 
Latin American Jews who support it--easier and more effective. 

In earlier years , anti-Israel and anti-Jewish propaganda, though crude, was 
seldom challenged. The Arab League specialized in distributing Hitler's Mein 
Kampf and The Protocols qf the Elders of Z.ion as well as anti-Semitic litera­
ttir'eby local authOrs. TOday, although revised editions of the Protocols are 
still part of the packet of materials provided opinion molders, ana sucli ex­
treme anti-Semitic magazines as Cabildo in Argentina still print hoary tales 
of worldwide Marxist-Zionist-Yankee conspiracies, such extreme attacks often 
elicit sharp protests. Some of the Catholic press in Argentina has n.m edi­
torials attacking all Nazi-like anti-Jewish campaigns, and r.t>nsignor Jorge 
Mejia, now head of the Vatican office handling Jewish relations, denounced 
such propaganda when he .was editor of the Catholic magazine Criterio. On the 
other hand, in 1971 the pro-Palestinian Maronite priest Carlos Abram was able 
to undermine the ecumenical thrust of a traditional religious New Year's Day 
celebration of peace held in the largest square in Buenos Aires.(8) 

Anti-Israel appeals today are generally more sophisticated and more "respect­
able." Arab diplomats who are willing to work with left-wing and right-wing 
extremists have often taken over the propaganda activities from the Arab 
League. All too often, Latin American politicans lend themselves to these 
efforts. While Jose I.6pez Rega, called by many Argentines the "Rasputin" of 
Isabel Peron's regime, was negotiating an oil-purchase agreement in Libya 
in 1974, he instructed his office that no telex messages to him be signed 
by Jews (the order ·was aimed at Jose Ber Gelbard, Finance Minister of 
Argentina). During his. trips to Libya, L6pez Rega established the eastern 
base of a "cultural bridge" between the two com tries, and on his return, 
extolled the ideological affinity between the Qaddafi and Peron governments. 
He also surmnoned all Argentine legislators of Arab extraction to a surprise 
me~~ing at the Presidential mansion where he upbraided them for abandoning 
their "roots" an~,_ ordered them to forge close ties to the Arab world.9 

The most effective ATab propaganda today, especially with regard to the PLO's 
bid for recognition and respectability, is generated by Latin American ad­
herents of "diplomatic pragmatism." In September 1979, for example, Braz.il's 
Foreign Minister Saraiva Qierreiro told the UN General Assembly that some 
states still refuse to accept the changes necessary to "a true peace" in the 
Middle East, which would not come without withdrawal £ran "all the territories 
taken by force," and "without participation of the PLO, one of the most impor­
tant elements in the region's political scenario." 10 

Though some newspapers which ordinarily emphasized the dangers of PLO pene­
tration praised Guerreiro ' s "certainly pragmatic" speech, this press reaction 
was not unanimous. The New York correspondent of the Folha de sao Paulo, who 
is ordinarily sympathetic ~o the Arabs, observed that conversion fran Jehovah 
to Allah accelerates "in proportion to OPEC price raises," adding that Petro­
bras preferrred to "suckle at OPEC breasts" rather than to prospect its 
domestic fuel sources." 11 

8. American Jewish Year Book, 1972, p. 440. 
9. American Jewish Year BOo~, 1976, p. 273. 
lQ. 0 Estado de Sao Paulo, sept. 25, 1979. 
11. Paulo Francis, Folba de sao Paulo, Sept. 25, 1979. 
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In Q:tober 1979, Professor M.Jsel Belal, President of the Syrian Parliament's 
International Corranittee, came to Brazil to request official recognition of the 
PLO. He was received by President Figueiredo, by the Foreign Minister, leaders 
of the Parliament, the President of the Supreme Court and sao Paulo's Governor, 
who had previously refused to meet the PLO representative and is openly 
friendly to the Jewish coom.mity. Not long afterwards, SO members of the 
Brazilian Parliament (out of a total of sane 300) signed a petition urging 
PLO recognition. 

The Vice President of Iraq also visited the country shortly afterward; and 
during his visit the PLO was officially accorded recognition as sole repre­
sentative of the Palestinian people. When Israeli embassy officials criticized 
this step, they were admonished by the Foreign Ministry not to interfere in 
Brazil's affairs. The move backfired, however, when it was revealed--by the 
Iraqis, to the chagrin of Brazil's Foreign Ministry--that there was a secret 
agreement pennitting the PLO to open an office in Brazil in addition to those 
now operating in Havana and Mexico City. Widespread criticism by the major12 media of this "inexplicable opening to terrorism," as one newspaper put it, 
has not yet abated. 

As soon as recognition was official, the PLO representative· in Brazil, Farad 
Sawan, flooded the country with literature, press handouts , speeches and other 
propaganda, especially in the tmiversi ties . The public was outraged, and 
leading intellectual and political f i gures, most of them members of the 
M::>vimento Democrati co Brasilero (Brazilian Democratic Movement), spoke out at 
large meetings and in the press, demanding to know why Israeli diplomats were 
told not to interfere in Brazil's foreign affairs , while Arab promoters of the 
PLO were allowed to do so. At one meeting, in December 1979, a PLO repre­
sentative, tmable to make himself heard above shouts of anger, was forced to 
leave. Stores in a heavily Jewish neighborhood were closed in support of an 
anti-PLO rally. The Government was finally obliged to ask Sawan to soft-pedal 
his activities. l\id when, in August and September 1979, the respected 0 Estado 
de sao Paulo ran a series of articles condeming terrorism, including that of 
the PLO, Sawan charged the paper with promoting "a racist campaign against the · 
Pal-estinian people. 1113 

The PLO gains in Brazil have inspired other Latin American cotmtries to con­
sider the possible advantages of Arab ties . In Uruguay, for example, the 
newspaper El Dia, which had earlier carried an editorial warning that a small , 
poor country could not afford not to spend its money to establish a "diplomatic 
presence" all over Afr ica--inc!Uaing the Middle East. In Peru's largely con­
trolled media, the messages are all anti-Israel , pro-PLO; and the PLO repre­
sentative in that cotmtry, while not officially recognized, operates freely 
and openly. In late December 1979, Father Abraham Ayad, a Maronite Otristian 
and advisor to Yasir Arafat, came to Lima to conduct "an intense program of 
activity" for the PL0. 14 

In Venezuela, whose President Luis Herrera Campins recently tour~ Algeria, -
Li~y~, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, the PLO's 
sailing has been less smooth: when its supporters publicized a meeting with the 
country's Foreign Affairs Minister, the latter denied it had taken place. 

Brazil has been urging Venezuela, Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru to avoid 
the risks of recognizing the PLO individually by granting such recognition as 
a bloc, without extending diplomatic representation.IS 

Support for Terrorism 

A few years ago, it was difficult to convince Latin Americans that the reign 
of guerrilla terror that swept the region in the mid-1970s had any outside 
support. The presence of Palestinians in some terrorist militia was con-

12. 

13. 
14. 
IS. 

La PTensa, Buenos Aires. The same point was made in 0 Estado de sao 
Paulo and other Latin American periodicals. 
(J]Stado de Sao Paulo, Nov. 14, 1979. 
~ (EYe), Lima, Peru, Dec. 25, 1979. 
Lafin""Aiiierican Newsletter, Jan . 4, 1980. 
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· .. 
sideTed by most officials to be exceptional. But in the past two years the 
Argentine Government and its suppoTteTs in the media have repeatedly and 
publicly asserted that many of the indigenous guerrillas who wrought such 
havoc in the country were anned, and frequently trained in Arab countries . 
A recent cable from the Spanish news agency, EFE, included a statement by 
Major Sahad Hadad of Lebanon that South American guerrillas had been joining 
Palestinian units.16 

According to recent reports, the PLO has donated $2 million to the lt>ntoneros, 
who proudly boast of meetings and agTeements with Yasir Arafat, producing 
photogTaphs as evidence. Among those appearing in photogTaphs with Arafat is 
Mario Firmenich, a ''t-t>ntoneros" leader whose political beginnings were in ex­
treme right Nazi-Fascist groups. The pro-government magazine Somos (We Are) 
reported that he had "established contacts with Iraq, Libya ancrtlie nulltary 
ETA [Basque guerrillas] in Spain; Argentine guerrillas now receive instruction 
in Libya and South Yemen.17 · 

A recent United Press International cable from Tanzania reported that five 
African and Middle Eastern liberation movements had sent telegrams to President 
Rafael Videla of Argentina requesting the release of the M;:intoneros' former 
African representative and his family, reportedly seized by the Anny in 
September 1979. Referring to a ''Pact of Fatima" signed in Spain by Arab­
Hispanics and the M.mtoneros , the cable said that the emotional basis of this 
alliance was "an ethnic policy whose fimdamental aim in the Southern Cone is 
the elimination of Jewish communities through terrorist and propaganda effort~." 18 

l\t>nsignor Hilarion Capucci, jailed in Israel several years ago for smuggling 
anns and explosives for the PLO, has visited Latin America at least twice, 
championing the PLO cause before journalists , students and academics. An ex­
tensive propaganda campaign has been latmched by pro-Arab and pro-Nazi groups 
in Argentine to denounce illicit and "suspicious" operations by Argentine Jews. 

This propaganda effort recalls the days of the late Hl;ssein Triki, a notorious 
anti-Semite, and the first agent of the Arab League in Argentina, who was ex-
pelled from the country in the 1960s for fomenting soc~al unrest. 

Notwithstanding the Govenunent ' s aclmowledgment of close ties between the 
Arabs and subversive groups, Argentina is avidly seeking economic and trade 
relations in the Middle East. Arab investors and banl< representatives visited 
Argentina in December 1979 at the invitation of Jose .Alfredo Martinez de Hoz, 
Minister of Economy. And inmediatel y before the UN Stbcorrani ttee on Human 
Rights met in Geneva in February 1980, Ambassador Fnrique Lupiz, Director of 
Politics in the Forei gn Affairs Ministry, was sent to the Middle East to "dis-
cuss bilateral issues , among them the position of the Arab countries on human 
rights in Argentina .1119 · 

Conclusion 

Alt.bough still politically ap.d ~conomically unstable, Latin .America is no 
longer a backwater region dominated by the industrial West. The more advanced 
nations--Argentina, Brazil, Mexieo, Venezuela--are using thei;r natural re­
sources to become full partners in the world economy, and demanding to be recog-
nized as such.; Even the smaller and poorer countries are demonstrating an 
ever-growing political and econamic sophistication. For years the Arab states 
made promises, rarely honored, of investment and other assistance in return 
for political support from Third World nations; now many of these nations want 
the pranises kept. And with North .America and Europe losing their political 
and economic dam.inance over the region, the newly rich Arab states have be­
come strong competitors in all areas of Latin American life. 

There is serious question, however, about the price that Latin American nations 
will be asked to pay for Arab political and economic support. Will the new ties 
really hasten Latin American independence--or will they lead to a new dependence 
more onerous than that of the past? 

16. Jan. 14, 1980. 
17. Jan. 2, 1980. 
18. Prensa Confidencial, Buenos Aires, Oct. 2, 1979. DPA (German Press Agency), 

Oct. 4, 1979. 
19. Gente, Buenos Aires, Dec. 6, 1979; Clarin, Jan. 14, 1980. 
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date November 30, 1972 

to Marc Tanenbaum 

from Dav id Ge 1 ler 

subject 

I've gone through my Latin American files and, contrary to 
what I expected, I found very little about Church involve­
ment in Soviet Jewry. 

I seem to remember, however, that there were ·conferences 
where some of the participants were clergy, or statements 
where some of the signees were clergy. Hanna Desser may 
have them in her files but I have been unable to locate 
them. In the meantime I'm sending you a couple of memoranda 
which may be helpful. 

Let me add that at a fairly recent conference on Soviet Jewry, 
one of the names mentioned as lending support was a Father 
Felipe McGregor, Rector of the Catholic University of Lima. 

cc: Seymour Lachman 

\: 
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EUROPEAN OFFICE • 41, Rue Paul Dou mer, 75016 Paris, France • Tel. 503-0156, 520-0660 • Cable: Wishcom, Paris 

Nives Fox, European Represen1ative 

Novernber~lO, 1978 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Rabbi.Mark Tanenbaum 

From: ·zachariah Shuster 

Subj: Latin-American Bishop's Conference 

After my conversation with Morris Fine concerning your 
cabled request tq the .Vatican to accredit AJC ·representatives 
to the Latin-American Bishop's Conference, I telephoned to Father 
Mejia and had a prolonged conversation with him on this matter. 
He was very friendly and explained to me that the situation is 
as follows: 

1/ The Vatican authority dealing with this subject is the 
pontifical commission on Latin-America which is headed by 
Ca~dinal Baggio. He said that he him13elf is npt ~n a posi'tion to 
make any decis ion as regards any aspect of the conference, 
although he inten~ds to participate in it. 

2/ Mr Kovadloff, whom Father Mejia knows very well and 
recognizes his qualities, would not be eligible to f~e designated 
as observer , for the reason that such a position is Limited to 
present residents of Latin-American countries. In view of th~ 
fact that .Kovadloff is now a residep.t of the U •. S. ,· his candidacy 
couJ_d not be considered by the pontifical coinmissian~ · · 

3/ With regard to Mr Nudels.techer ,·.Father Mejia said that 
he could be designated as observer because of his residence in 
Mexico. But this is now impossible for two reasons: 
a) Ther:1..... i~. only one observer for e.ach non-catholic religion, · 
and som~ime ago there was already designated as Jewish repre­
sentative Mr Warshavsky, . he~d of the World Jewish Cpngress 
of-;fice in Buenos-Aires: 
b) The list of observers. is now closed and no additi9ns can be 
made. 

In a very friendly manner, he· made it cl·ear that he is 
RICHARD MAASS. President • • BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice·President 
MAYNARD I. WISllNER, Chairman, Board of Govemors • MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman. National Executive Co1mcil • HOWARD I . FRIEDMAN, Cllalrman. Board of Trustees • 
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer • LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary • ROBERT l. HOROWllZ, Assotiate Treasurer • THEOClORE ELLENOFF. Chalrman. Executive Committee • 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, LRVIPIG M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J . GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER • Ho/l11rary V.iee·Presldents: IJATHAN APPLEMAN. 
RUTH R. G-ODOARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. l<LINEMAN, JAMES MARSHAll, WILLIAM ROSENWALD • .MAX M . . FISHEB, Honorary Chairman, 
National Eueutlve Councll • MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Tfeasurer • JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vlce·President Emeritus • Vice·Presidenl$: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid 
City, S.D.; JORDAN C. BAND. Cleveland; EDITH S. COLIVER, San Francisco; DAVID HIRSCHHORN, Baltimo~; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; ALFRED Ii . MOSES, Washington, D.C.; 
ELAINE PETSCHEX, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. Sln:RWDDD, Los Angeles; SHERMAH H. STARR, BostDn; ELISE D. WATERMAN. New York • 
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unable to change matters now. 

Father. Mejia expressed his satisfaction with the fact 
the Cardinal Willebrandts was asked by John Paul II to remain 
in his present. position as President of the SECRETARIAT for 
CHRISTIAN UNITY . 

###### 

.· 
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THE AMERBCAINI JEWDSH COrJIMUTTEE 

date 

to 

from 
I 

subjeci F 

January 2, 1979 . 

Rabbi M~rc Tanenbaum 

I am translating the complete second part of the working 
paper for Puebla~ But meanwhile·; in advance I would like to 
submit to you the .main points, which I found are those .with 
which we, must be more concerned. . 

Despite what Father Mejia wrote to ·~e ·. I don't find any mention 
about the Jewish-Cathol ic dialogue. Neither are there any 
references to the growing anti-semitism problem in .Latin America. 

Part II entitled Doctrinal Refle~·ti.ons is not at · all within 
the framework of the Vatican II documerits and the orientations 

·for the application · of"Nostra Aetate". 
Other points on pag~ 44 of the paper, expre·sses that "Is.rael 

shall be judged since Christ". Later on pages 4.5 and 46 the text 
makes Israel ·appear as a· transitory dimension - a preparatory stage 
and forerunner of Christianity . On page 46 it is written: 

"The New Testament, while fulfilling 
spiritually the Old, also carries a ~ew light 
the enlightens the latter. Such· light arrived, · 
in the plenitude of the ages, when God spoke 
to us through his Son (Heb 1,2), jesus of Nazareth 
and· through him manifested his design 
and · manif-est.ed himself." 

The following is from page 48, (par. 297). 
"Christ manifests that the Kingdom is 

· delivered through Hirn, presenting himself as the 
Son of the man that fulfills the mission of the 
servant of .Jehova, predict:ed by Isaiah . (3) as 
the "loved Son:, (Mc 12., 6-8), · that for his 
obedience, assumes by the. death of his 
brother~, mankind." 

The following is from p?ge 48, (par. 298, 299) . 
"Interpreting Jesus, part icularly his death; as 
a prophetical figure of the "sufferl.ng Servant", 
a mysterious : .. dimension of evil is discovered . . . The 
Cross manifests, plainly, the mystery of ·sin and 
pain. Taking on himself the -"sins of the world" 



Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum •, -2- 1/2/79 

(Jn 1, 29-36) Jesus, in his death, ~epresents 
all the evils that plauge existence ; the separating 
of man, for being an idolator, sets him away 
from .God; however, the separation of the brotherhood 
of humanity is prototypical to the divtsion of . Jew 
and Gentile (4); finally, the separation of death, 
the enemy that prowls till the ~nd. (5). The· power 
of evil over the entire e~rth and its history . 
falls on Christ." 

As I am going to Mexico on January 24,'I am in a hurry to 
have the material~ that Abe requested. from you in his memo. You 
must understand that I will need to translate it into Spanish, 
type it and then print it. My idea· is to take them to Puebla 
and distribute them among the Cardinals, Bishops, and clergy 
who will attend the Conference. Also at one point it might be 
necessary to organize a press conference expressing our point 
of view. 

I'm looking forward to hear from you very soon. Meanwhile 
my very warm appreciation for your cooperation. 

JK/sh 

x.c. Abe Karlilow 
Bert Gold 
Sergio Nudelstejer 
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TH:E AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

. date December 27, 1978 

to Jacob Kovadloff 
· from Abe Karl i kow 

· s~bject Puebla Conference 

.· 

This is to confirm that you will go to th·e Latin American B_ishops Conference 
{CELAM) in Puebla, Mexico towards the end of January~ as agreed at our joint 
IAD-FAD session. Sergio Nudelstejer .and yourself will be covering this 

.conference joi"ntly. · · · 

-- A telegra.m from appropriate. AJC leadership should he .ready for . release. 
· by Thursday, Jan. 25 hailing the meeting and noting ~ewi sh concerns. . . . . 

-.- Your Spani sh-1 anguage broadcast and _ pres~ rel ease -bf Thursday the ·1 ath 
· shoulq_ be dev·oted to ·the subject . . : · ·· ... · ·. · ·. · · .. · ·· . · . · ·· · ·-~_:.· · · ·: · . · ·· · · · 

. . . 
It seems to me on looking over the . CELAM Conference· document you showed m·e· ·. 
that we already must be prepared for at least three position papers to be. 
used in appropriate fashion, and possible public release at. Puebla .- These 

. are: 

-- A. response to the Puebla. document's characterizing Israel,. the fafth, 
in conjunction with ne_gative stereotype terms. 

I 

-- A paper urging that. the discussion of Catholic mission work take into 
account the developments at the Venice meeting a fe~ years ago, which now does 
not seem to be the case. 

-- A paper outlining what has happened in Latin America insofar -as anti­
semitism is concerned, and the Church's attitude thereto·, since the post­
Vatican II. Guidelines were issued there. This paper should urge the Puebla 
meeting, also, to reinforce action in keeping with the Guidelines. · According 
to .the information you received from Father Mejia, ·there should be a full day 
devoted to anti-Semitism even though this is not specifically listed on the 

(.J agenda, as part of the discussion on ecumenism. 

Obviously, you will be discussing all of this in detail with Marc Taneribau~ 
before taking any of this action . . 

. . 

. .. . 

, · · . 

You will also release through the Puebla Conference Administration, if possible, 
the document by Rabbi Tanenbaum and Leonard Swindler on Jewi.sh-Christian Dialogues. 
This, however, apparently was first issued fo 1966. A.fairly extensive forward, 
therefore, will have to be written bringing .this up to date if one is to be 
distributing it at Puebla . · 

. ... /2 
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Please translate immediate the first five pages of the Puebla document 
available indicating the negative ster·eotypes concerning Israel since it 
is important we all be fu11y aware of this. 
! . . 

ASK/anc 

cc: Marc Tanenbaum\/' 
Bert Gold · 
Sergio Nudelstejer 
Mort Yarman 
Zach Shuster 

.. · ... 



,., ... 
·· ' 
---

'. ,,., ~ 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

January 8, 1979 

CELAM Working Paper 

P°lease find enclosep a xerox _copy. of the second part of 'the 
above mentioned document, both the Spanish version as well as the 
English translation. Perhaps you will find s.ome mistak~s since the . 
translator Mr. Chaves Paz is a journalist and not familial:. with 
theological subjects. 

I remain at your dispos-a:J, .• 

JK1sh 
c.c. Abe Karlikow 
enc. 
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.PART 'l'WU 

J)0C'rRINAL REfl,ECTION 

INTRCDUCTION J 

\Ve have just . completed a generai· descri ption of the evangelizi·ng past L._~2>/ 
of -the ehurch ~n L.A. and of the present · historical situationin which Eis 

to . be found. Th~ Church wishes, as .in the past,to con.tribute\~ith . its .speci­
fic activity, evange.lization·, to the promo_tion of our peoples' si tµation 

towards ever more human and Christian_conditions.(1) 

GU 4 It is necessary to read, discern and enlighten the still contradictory .-, ro 
. L IO j 

meaning of historical events, starting with the Gospel proclaimed by Jesus 

Christ for all peoples and all times. 

In t~is activity the Church takes into account the particular competemce '2 r]~~ 
and autonomy of human institutions. Yet the Church feels deeply l i nked to 

the h i story of the Latin American peoples· C:V and knows th ,;: t the - G~spel 

word i s the strength of God, capable through his dynamism (3) of constantly 

renewing t!~e deep roots of the man who .accepts it ( ~), as well as · 

any cultureithat, in its humanizing effort, takes it ~p as the horizon which 
I 

guides its .history. 

The ehurch also kriows that before she judges oth.ers she must allow hersel f ?. ; 
to be judged by the Gospel that she proclaims· in Christ' s ._ name. So then, what 

are the principles or evangelical criteria with v1hich the Church ought t o 

· read, discern and enlighten the Letin American experience? 

One of the forms_ or· huinan expression acquired· through revelation to ·'-z •; --
, 

indicate tied' s design over h j.sto-ri:\':as the Kingdom of God. qod. wishes, in · ·· 

his p.lan, to place human- history ~thin· hi~ kingdom. ·1·hrouih his f'rovidence 

Me directs hi ~tory towards a goal designated th~._.~ 1Kingdom of uod." 
II 

· BR~2 This explains why the "Kingdorn 11is spoken .of in the following reflections. 
CH i7 

The Kingd_om of Uod is the · supreme meaning of· human history , the goal of its 
! 

most~rofo und aspirations because it is humanity's ~ocation. 
I • 

.·1·he question returns that left us with the cpnsider ation of the historiccal 

situation of our continent: is the :present epoch .-_o:f ,·:·L .• A. oi:iented: towards 

the Kingdom of uod? 



EC ~5 · History is'·, not automatic.ally dir~ct~d~y Providence towards the ~ingdom. ('75 
Ne ·2 • 1• 2 History is the kingdom of human liberty. M~ may freely refuse the domi­

nion of God over him. lie then accepts· the mastery of other gods over his free­

dom; idols. 

1 Cf pp. 20, 21 

2 Cf OA l 

3 Cf :E.'N 18 

4 Cf Rom 1. 16 

. 5 Cf EN 7 

1] 
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The revelation of man's vocation, the call to pl ace himself under God's 2~~ 
.rule, is Equal to and the counterpart of the .. ' warn;.ng to abandqn idols and 
.. adore the true God. 

Adoration o.f the true. God brings to ma~t~e good of 11eter~al life'!., which 1_ '// 
. is complete · life,.= . . the full meaning. On t he other hand, the adoration of the 

1.dols of o.ne's own ,autonomous reason, of wealth o·r of poV1er. ·:.:.-·sin - ; .. brings 

. to humanity evil, ·death and contradiction • 

.ii..'vil and Good. rd.story is. the field of huma"n freedom. •rhis . .free.do:n .. may / ·If€ 
bring the kingdom of evii o~ the/a.ngdom of ·good. Wh~t does "man's 

:freedom bring to that portion of humanity which is . .Latin Am~rica? How ·can ... 

· good be distingµi shed from eVil in i t..s present historical s t uati6n using 

uod ' z Wordi 

When bUmanity brings evil upon .. ~"tself - this is biblical history - Gad· 2 </(t 
awakens in it the longing for liberation in order ta- regain .the lost good, 

.as _wel~as the march towards the Kingdom. jjec~use of that; throughou t .·the . ages 

of "the history of salvation, three moments which make up its- dramatic sez:ise · 

are reiterated: the moment .of committing evii, the hour of the mystery of 

ihiqui ty; the moment of becoming liberated from evil, the hour of redemption;· 

the moment of achieving the positive goal to which the liberation from evil 

is oriented> the h our of reconcili ation and communion. 11Salvationu in its 

biblical seri.se, i mplies the ·. ·>~ dual aspect of being liberated and absolv.ed 

of what i s negative in existence, 

with Uod and other men. 

1. and of being integrated inthe communion -
l 

·i·he three moment s which -ee have just indicated lead to the following 

· reflections . 

****"** ••-lo• 

t;hapter l 

THE .KINGDOM OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST 
. . < c;j:: . 

Gad .who always gave . news of himself ( 13, 1-9; Hom. 1, 19-20; 1 t;or 1, 21; 

LG 2; DV 3) to all peopares in al~times, , bega n parti~-µlar way to reveal his ·. 

· desi gn to the people of Israel . \1) and-Me expressea it with thR~~~resentation 
of a "Kingdom. 11 

1 i$RAEL, INTERPRETED THROUGH CHRIST 

1.1 fhe my~tery of evil 

. ·( ;) C~. r/£cr1. I> I 
··(.;?. ) c t'1. b ~;{/ J. -/ J 



The .de$ign of placing the earth within his kingdom is understood th.ro~gli·.?..8 2-
. .' Secular experience Of evil and throu·ga. the revelation Of its beginnings • 

.c;nlightened by revelation; J.srael discovers, that apart from the imperfections 

inherent to· human. finitude, sin i . s to be found in til e root s of evil ~2). 

Sin mani tests itself in the consciousness of a ruptur11'.i::tRe Absolute . God.; 
. t . 

. it is made real ·in the idolatry of suppo s ed ''gods'' which were to rule . the. d.es­

. tiny of paga.1'nations and a gaipst · W~ich ~ahweh will .. ' be e;~ct·e~ as a 
l . . 

.. · .. living, persorial .. and real G0d : Such gods symbolize differ·ent values which are 

absolutized. ·Because of that, sin ·1s also ma de real in ·the. idolatrous atti­

tude toward::; money, the vital forces of sex "and fertility,. power: and"."'war·; 

and is ·concreti~ed in :the rupture .of ·man ·fwom ~an; Th:i,~ tah:es the forms of 
. . . . ' . 

domination, instrumentalization~ depersonalization~ . 813 · is m~ifest in the 

intima1;.e ·rending .and .unba);;lci:ng ·of .the person • .i!.Vil :i,.s also made real in the 

rupture between· m;;>.n and ·nature. 

~C 25 Biblical hi~tory narrates how Sin takes CO'.!:lnlall<l Of humanity . luen 2-11); ·1g3 
how the people 'of_. Israel falls into at ti tucie$ that break tne social tissue 

'EC. 26 

~u 4 

URU 4 

of the people by filling the human heart with undue pride and greed • .:>in is 
' -- . 

a break with Qod either ·by -. dei::0'ing llim directly or by iejectinz Him through 

. the belittlement of his creatures, the poor or the innocent~( ~· 

1. 2 The; mystez-.y .. or:· li be rat.ion. 

Starting with the consciousness that evil has its roots in sin, the "King- ·?8i 
dom of God11 is desired· and exp.ected by lsr~el, espec~ally by the· "poor of 

. xahweh," as a~intervention of. the love and power or uod vmich VJould liberate 

them from si~ .. and put . evi.l far from th~m. ·.rhe . will ·oi- \.:iOd to bring aoout his 

kingdom means. only the de~ision to . reclaim his dominion over~creation troubled by 

evil, through an intervention by which ne de'fini tj.vely ~ma.bes himself King and 

rebuilds the creation according to ·his original intention with unforeseen 

plenitude. t 2) 



,. 

. : . . 

themselves a frame\1-fork for fraternal living and for actualizing themselves · .. -

as a people consecrated to" raliweh. On t .he other hand these liberations: wili · · 

be -..take~ :. up .again_, Without losin~~_fif~torical character Ol political emaTlCipati~n· . 
and. real saving intervention, to prg)hetically .. prefigure the . total . future 

. liberation that · c~ri.st .would bring about w:tth .hiskro.ss ~6-. ' . . . . c;.. · . . I . 

· · 1 • 3 'l'he mystery or grace 

·rhe afore mentioned · li.'b~ration de:rin~tely poi.~ts to _its . positive counter-

_ part. it i 's liberated from· the· upheavals o_f existence to rebuild. its unity. ·· 

it is liberated from· _ .. ,_. ruptures . in order to r~concile ·men wit.h the Absolute 

. and~. based on this ~oundati·ai).c?.ti reconcile men torn . am·ong themselves and apart 

from nature. It _is ·.for the- pi?found unification ~f man,' torn a~t v;ithin . . . .· . . . -¥ . . . . . 

himself. 

. 1 Cf Ex 32, 7-10; Isai 1 ; 10-17 

2 L..f I ~r lj, 24-20 

3 t;f Ex 1), 1-18 

· 4 t;f Ju 2, 15-18 

5 (;f .J\!dg 40, l-1\ 

.6 l;f 1 Co.r ·10, l-6; l:'e 3, 19-22 .. 

•'. 
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lie is liberated. for communion. in this way the mystery _of grace beg:i,ns: to L.~ rf - . 

··· manifest itself. !jy this manifestation, the revelati0i.1 or Cod to lsrael .: 

is is expressed in the idea vf a "c:hosen people" co.ngregateci by Yahweh in 
=---:-:-:--::-:---;:--:~-.,...,.-.....----- ----- . ----'- . . . 
the L;ovenant that He makes w· 's art oi the l;OVenant implies his 

~....n"t'""IO....--t...,;.,.--n:;-z;r.--;:m;;::l.f/dst or hiskeople1which ,thereby enters into communion With 
I . ' . 

. .H1m. The eovenant makes the . hpeople"" 1). For their part the people promise 

to adore Yahweh exclusively. and to take into the l _sraelite _national fraternity 

the poor and th~ innocent, granting them all their rights·. (2) 

· · Th~reis a dram~tic · opposition between the mystery of i .niquity and the · ~- L.zg 
· mystery of. ~ommun:ion · or grac e . The for me r i s separat ion . and withdrawal from 

God and of men f rom t hemselves; i t i s a r upt ure _dispers:al.This fact is 

symbolized in Babel, wi t h the co~:(usio~ of l anguage( )) , t hat i~, .the lack of 

rec_iprocal understanding, division and dispersal . The mys t ery of communion 

·which has its source in the S-piri t, is c0nvoca.t1on_, c ongregation, unity. 

Yahweh wishes to congregate in unity all t he peoples of the earth by 

.means of the vocati~n of Abraham,(Gen 12, 1-3) 

1.4 Toward;-. the New Testament 

T~e promise of t he Kingdom acquired the image of a J1.e\V Covenant with ·the 

prophets (Jer 31, 31-34); the promises of a supreme and definitive coming, 

of God's effecti ve nearness,present in his -envoy·, the H.o;ssiah. This 

Messiah ·would have to congrgat_e around Yahweh all peoples or · t he earth in a .· 
. . 

new People.With this image of a future Kin gdom and a new Covenant ~od 1 s design 

continues to mani fest itself as the o.ffer to b~ing men into communio·n wi. th 

Hi.m and with themselves, that is ·to bring together a uni ver ~i al people of 

brothers (4). With t he announcement of the Messiah the 014 Testament p oints ;._ . 

towards ''Christ; wi t h the ann1;uncement ·of a new universal people it points · --------- ...... . . 

towardthe Cl.lurch of Christ . Teus it orient·s figur itively and prophetically 
r I . . 

towards the hori zon of a Kingdom to be inaugu:r~ted by Christ and lays the 

\ 

.. seed for his Church until achieving at the end ·or time its full and definitive 
1-t-.~ . 

-goal. The Lord will convoke and bring together the peoples of th earth in a 

new Israel, ·.by the messianic e:(fusion of the Holy Spirit (5). T°he events ·or 

·pe~t will be counterposed to ~hose of Babel:Those scattered over the 

fq.ce of the earth will be- broughttoge-ther--and wiil unci.ers tand each o:ther · 
. . 

\ 

through_t the .Holy Spirit ( 6). A. co.mm.on language v1ill appear, that o:f faith, 

which will manifest itself · in the believers• comr;iuni ty or love, joined. . . . . 

·together in "one heart and one soul." (7) . . · 
. . 
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. 2. CHRIST, GOAL OF ISRAEL AND CEN'.rER (;F HUMAN HISTORY 

'!'he New 'l'estament by"epiri tu ally" fl!lfilling the uld Testament, sheds a 

new light on it. ·.rhis li@.i. arri11 ed vilien in the · fullness of time, God ·spoke - ~·----,,----~~~--~~~~-.:::~-

( to u~ through his Son (Heb 1,2J , Jesus of Nazare.th, and through .Him 

\~hewed us his design and made Himself manifest to us. 

1 Cf E]( i9, 3-6 
2 Li Deu to, 14-22 

3 t;f Gen 11, 7 
4. Cf I~a:i. 11, 1-16 

5 c:r Acts 2, 17-21; Isai 3, 1-5 

6 Cf Acts 2, 7-8 
7 t;f. Acts 4, j2 
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.2. 1. 'l'he}Ev~ngelizing Jesus 

Christ, moved by . t he strength of the ~pirit (Luke 4, 14), pre::;ented himself . J . 
. as evangelizer and began to announce the arrival ~ f the Kingdom (Mark 1, 14-15). 
The center of his message .is newly the Kingdom of ~od. 

2. 1. t How Jesud evangelized . . 

Jesus announce the coming of the. t:.ingdom with ~1orks and worcis(l), w:i,.th the 

testimony of nis life and his death: \7:i.t.h.. his resurrection·, the divine .. . · · 

confirmation of his ·works and words, ·.the Kingdom arrive::; in a decisive and 

myst~rious form. '.l'he model \~hich the t;hurch was to follow in .her evang.elizing 

mis.sio~ was thus established in anticipation: she must announce the Kingdom 

by the te ~>timony of her life; literal announcement, sacramental celeb~ation 

. and. by her attitude of service. 

2.1.2. 'l'he recipients of Jesus• .mission 

Jesusf'isi ted th~ ct.i. verse towns and cities, evangelizing t2). He only 

recognized h.Lmse'if during his earthly life as sent to the sheep of Israel (3); 

and passed on to the remaining ~eoples at ~aster through the gift of the 

Sp:f.ri t_·that universalizes, and charged .the twelve \\'i th carrying the uood '"-·· 

l'lews to al 1 people in order to fulfill his universal rnission. \4) 

The •;:ords with which the .Lord give·s testimony or Himself and which make up 

part of an ample context of messianic ~igns(5)reach their ·meaning when considered 
. . 

'i_n · the light of the · earlier verses, in . which Christ applies to. Himself the 

words ·of . 1sa:l.ah: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because . .b.e annointed 

me to ·preach the good news to the poor" EN6. \6). 

Thus the Lord anticipa~ed the catholic .dimension and at the sa~1e time . the 

particul.ar ar.:tention to the poor th ::.t would belonr; to the evangelizi.ng mission 

or his <.;hurch. ~ent to incarnate the Yiord of G.;;Q. in all cultures, the 1.,hurch 
\.j 

would have to sow .h~rsel.f: inclined to gather to the breast of the .Feople 

.· of Godprererentially, the multi t~a.e. of the defenseless, the weak and the 
,. 

suffering; those Vlho, like the ones who used to fo.llow Christ, dem·and from 

her the · same sign of creuibLLity • 
. ' 

2. 1. j 'l'he content of Jesus' message. 

Tlae center of the mes ::;age of J esus is the "Kin·gdom of God". or as the -v · 
. 1;ospel ol John makes clear, the 11F9.ther." But the .promised ltingaom of the 

( 7"-. . 
v1d Testament, announced in the. New as' being ne~r,' burs ts forth in Jesus 

~ 



::-:.imself; this i"s He who reveals the. Yat.her. "Eternal . life" .consists of knowledge 

of the. Father as· well as of hi s messenger, Jesus. (9). T~e l-ly_stery ·of 11etern.al · 

life"o~ o_f the "Kingdom" that ·is .revealed. 

1 cf· DV 2; Mark· t, · 22-27 

-2 Cf . Luke 4, 43 

3 Ct Matt 15; 24 . 

. .. . . . . 

4 C-~ Matt 28, 19.:.20; M~rk 16, 15; L~e ~4; 46-47; Acts 1, · 8 

5 Cf Luke 4, 43 .. 
6 Cf L:1ke 4, 18; . Isai 61, 1; EN 12 

7- Cf Matt .4, 23-2~ 

.. ·· . 

· •. , • 

.. -J,'~ 
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JV, l- to the"li ttle onestt( 1), and that Christ wi l l come in his fullness when \Ve 

drink of the fruit of the vine in in the Father's Ki:ngdom· \2) ~ Jes.us himsell' 
. . ~~·:~l~ 

is contained in the K:j..ngd,om, . and there1·ore w:Cfhin his· ·avm message: the kingdom 

of God, the irruption/:>! his love and pO\'ier, made real in and by Je.sus. This 

is· co~tained . in the. ev.;ingelizing message. Because of that Ghrist who I'.eveals 

the father and start s the K~ngdom, constitutes the centrai object of the 

.c.;hurch 'S evangelization. · 

2.2 Jesus, Servant of God 

t;hrist shows that the r-.ingdom arz:i ves through Him, presenting Bimselr 
. -·as the ~on of man who rulfills t.he mission ol servant of Yc:i.hweh, predicgea 

. ' 
by. lsaiC\h . . as the ·1ibeloved ~on" \Mark 12," 6-8} who by his obedien~e assumes 

the deaths of all men , his brothers. 

2.·2. 1. 'l'he z;iystery of evil 
\ 

!nterpre~ti~Jesus, particularly. in his death, trom the prophetic image of 

. i=.<- 2$ . the "suffering ::>ervant", the mysterious dimension of evil is· discovered. un . 

tfO I the <.;ro~ Christ makes manifest in its entirety the mystery o!' sin and suffering·~ 
PE~ . . 

Hy .taking up 'th~ burden of the "sin of the world" (J0hn 1 ,. 29-36), , ~esus 

represents in his death, all of th'f: evil that troubles existence: j1n :part 

the separations of men from God .through the;i.r idolatry, ~n part the ·Dreaking 

or human fra~ernity, prototypically figured in the Ci..ivisiqn bf Jews end g~ntiles 

(4j; and finally the rendin~f death, enemy lurks until t~e end(5)'. The power . 

. ·of evil· over the universality of the earth and of .history:· comes down on Christ. 

~l~ i3 The eh~rch sees in the death of one, Jesus, who gave Himself for all(£), 

c C,,? the supreme moment in which all of humanity's tearing apart, the centuries 

l)R.l/ t.J of ·s~rrowfu}.: history,, including tho ~:; e of Latin America, accumulate on the Bon 

f+.1..2- who ·presents them to the Father.Likewise~ the. Church sees in the face of th~ . 
. hopeies~ . ~~~who does not have. GoJ°;7) of the one who walks and searches in the 

darkness; ·- of the. hungry and naked man ; of the prisoner and the lonely. man 

. . . (8), the face . of ·christ suffering on the ·cross , ·and therefore of a God who ·-r'[; l{ tak~s up .. the · suff~~ings his own creation ( 9). Fer this very reason the Church 

u1z.O rt Ca."l.not cease . to ·refer herself e.~pressly to the sorrowful situation of Latin 

America: because she must give . voice to the silent man in ".his pain; but above all 

b.e~ause she must give testimony of the God who gathers up the groans o-f' 1 his 
. . : 

, ~reature ang who will return through the jurisdiction of divine justice to 

judge all ~uman injustice. S0, the Church repeats the "word .. of 'fhe cross" 

(I Cor 1, 18), ~hat is, the testimony to the wisdom of God, given by C~rist. 

2. 2. 2 The mystery of li ber .<'ition and grace 
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Nc. 2.I . 2 

SEGl ',)!DA PA RTE 

REFLEXION DOCTRINAL 

INTRODUCCION 

Acabamos de haccr una dcscripcion gen.cral c!cl pasado evangelizador de la Iglesia 2G8 
en A.L. y de la presente situacion historica en que se encuentra. La Iglesia desea, coma 
antanO, COntribuf r COO Sil apo rte cspccifico, la C\'an~elizacion, a pro mover la situac1on 
de nuestros pueblos hacia condiciones cada vei mis humanas y cris.tian:is (1). 

Es necesario leer, discemir c iluminar ·e1 s.entido aun contradictorio del acontecer · 269· 
de la historia, a partir <lei ·Evangelia proclamado por Jcsucristo para todos los pueblos y 
todos los tiemros. · · 

~ """ 
En esta actividad, la Iglesia ticne en cuenta la propih <:ompetencia y autonornia de 

las institucio.nes human:is. La Iglesia, empero, se sicnte hondamente vinculada a la his· 
toria de ·105. pueblos latitioamcricanos (2) y sabe que l:i palabra cvangclica cs fucrza de 
Dias capaz .• por su dinamismo (3) de renovar corfstantemente las profundas . raiccs LI.el 
hombre que la acepte ( 4), coma tambicn de toda cultura que, en su csfuerzo de huma· · 
nizacion, la asuma coma horizonte que guia su. historia. 

Sabe tambien la Iglesia quc antes de juzgar a los demas, elb .:iebc dejarse j..i.t.gar 
por cl Evangelia que anuncia en nomb.-e de Cristo. Pucs bien, cua!cs son los principios 
c>' criterios C'\'ang(·lico~ con que b Iglesia debc ·leer, di.sc<'rnir c ·numjn:u- d :icontcc,'r b· 
tinoamcric~o? 

l!na clc !:ls fo:-:-n~s de cx·prc5:on h~mana que adqu!ri6 b rc•:e!~::o~ <lrl dcs:~~i~ d~ 
Dios sobre la hislOri:l, fue b dcl R<'ino de Dio:-;. ( G). Dios quirr1', <'t·i· su pbn. pn1~·1·:· la 

hi:>toria huriH1na bajo su reinado. Por su Pruvi.Je~Kia, condu~<: la histuria h;:~ia una n~c· 
ta dE:signada co:no "Reino de Dias". 

Esto explica por que, en las rcflcxio:1es que: :.!;~lien, sc hal:>b del .. Reino"~ El Rl.!l· 

no de Dias cs ei :;1.mtido supre.mo de b historia huma1:w, la meta de sus mis profur.Jas 
aspiraciones porq:;e ~s la vocacion de la humanidu<l. 

R~toma • . entonccs. b prc~t.mt:i ctuc nos ha c!t'j;iJo b t·onsidc-r;;e1:m d~ b sil~1:1,·::,n 

historka de nUl~Stro Contincnte: b pr~sc11te cpo..:a dl' A.L. est::\ orier.tada al Rci1 . ..; d~ 
Dio;;? 

. ·: 

.La hist~ria no cs automC!tkamente C'OA.dut:ida pur la Pruvidcnc:a h:ida 1•l Rl'ilh:.La . 
hi:;toria cs el reino d~ la libcrtad hum:.;r.:.i. El Lon:l.lrc pucde librementc reht:sar cl rc.:l:.l· 
do de O:os sobre cl. En tonces, accpta GU<! soure SU liocrtad re~nen otros c!iOSl'S, lps iuv· 
los. 

( 1) (';£.pp :.!0·21 

(2).Cf qA 1. 
(3) Cf EN 18 
(4) Cf Rom 1,16 

'(5) Cf EN 7 

\ 

. · l :~ 

270' 

271 
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I.a revcbci6n de la voi.:;_1di>n clel · hombrl', 11 • m:1do a poncrS•! bajo cJ. rf'inaclo de ·276 
Dios cquivalc, como contrapart.ida, a la amonestal:i(m 1;ara que ab:mdone los idolos y 
ndorc 1:11 vcrdadcro Dios. 

La adoracion dt>l vcrdadcro Dios trae al homlir~ t•l birn, fa "vicla ctcrna", que cs la 27,7 . 
vida plena; <>l plcno sentido . . En cambio, la :1doraciu1i de Joe; idolos de la propia razon 
autonoma, de la riqueza o. de) -podcr, .·Cl pct~a<,lo·, acarrt•:tn sour~· la humanidad· el .mal, . 
la mueric y cl contrascntido. · · · 

El ma! y cl bien. La ·historia cs el c-ampo deb lil.h::rtad humana. Esta libertad pue· · 278 
de acarr~ar cl rcino del ma! o el reino c:icl bit~:L Que trae 1a· 1ifJ1.:rtad dcl hombre a.la por-
c10J:} de humeini'4ad que cs A .L.? C-Omo ilisu.•rnir cl bicn d_cl mal en su presente sitl!a -
cion historica, clesde la Palabra de Dios? 

Cuando la humanidad tr:ic sobrc si cl m:il · csta cs la historb l.Hblica· Dios despier· 279 
ta en clla cl anhelo de libcr:icion para recuper.1r l'l hi1•n p.~rdido y la m:ircha hacia d Rei~ 

no Por eso, a traves de· las i:j·,ocas de la historia de.· salv:.;du:1, :::c . r~itcran .trc·s momentos 
que componen ~u dramatiddacl: el momento <le-.haccr .el .m:il, hora del· misterio de -ini­
quiclad; el mo men to de ser libcrado dcl mal. hora de lJ n·ckncion; cl mo men to. de al· 
cMzar la meta positi\'a a la q11~ sc orienta la libcradtm dl'I mal, hora cie la i::econcilia· 
c:on y de la comunion. La "salvaclon", .en SU scnlido bil>lico, implica el doble aspecto 
de ·&er lih~rado y absuelto <le lo negative de. b existcnda y de ser integrado en la comu· 
· nion con Dias y co.'.l los d,em::i.s hombres. 

Los tres momcntos que aeabamos de il)~lkar conduccp a las siguientes rcfle~iones. 280 
. . ' 

... * ..... ·*. 

CAPITULO I 

EL REl~O DE DIOS E~ JESCCHISTO 

Dios quc sicmpre dio noticia de si (Sab i:·>, 1-9; Rm 1,19-20; 1· Cor 1,21; 281. 
LG 2; DV 3) a todos los pueblos yen todos los ticmpu:;, co1:1cnz·o de _un modo pafticu· 
!ar a re\'el_ar su dcsignio al pucbJo de Israel (1) y lo exprcso con la ·rcpresentaci6n hu· 
·man a de un "Reino._.. 

: ISRAEL~ INTERPRET ADO D.ESDE CRISTO 

1.1. El rnisterio dcl mal · 

El designio de poncr k. tierra ba]9 su reinauo sc ~emprc1ide c.lcsdc la cxperiencia SC· . 282 
cular dc:l mal y desde la re\l'lacion de su tr.1nsfonclo. llumina<lo por la rcvebci6n, Israel 
licga -~a descubrir~ quc, apa:t<! de l:ls impcrfoccion,~~ inhercn~l·s a la finitud humana, en · 
la raiz del mal esti ._el pecado (2). Este se nianificsta en. la co:1ciencia de una_ ruptura 

u >er. H-.h 1,1 

· (2> er On 2·11 

.,44 
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con el • .\bsoluto de Dios;· se rcaiiza cn'J: . i<lolatria <le supucstos "<lioscs'' que rcgirian d 
<lestino de las naciones' paga·nas y contra los quc se crigira Yahve como un Dios real, 
persona\ y vivicntc. Tail's <lioscs simboliian div1..•rsos valores quc son absolutizados. l'or 
eso. el pecado se rcaliza tambien en la act1tu<l idolatrica de! d ;nero, de las fuerzas v1ta­
·les del sexo y ·1a fcr.tilidad, dcl podcr y d~ la gucrr:i y se concJ·eta en la ruptura de los • 
hombres enlre si, b:ijo form:i.s <le dominaci6n, instrumentalizadon .. cosifJ<~ac16n: se ma­
nificsta tambien en la intima csc1si6n y dcscqu1)ibrio de la persona, asi com·o ~n la rup-
tura del hombre con la naturJ.lcza. · 

La historia biblica n::ma come el pecado sc cnsc1\orea de la. humanidad (Gen 2-11 ); 
co.mo el pueblo <le l~racl rcCa0 en actitudcs quc, :i.l cargar de sobcrbJa y avaric:a cl Cora­
zon humano, rompen cl tcjido social dcl pueblo. El pccado cs ruptura c.on Dios, por­
que se lo niega dircctamentc o porque sc lo rcchaza por el. menosprecio a·sus creaturas, 
cl pobre o el inocente (1). 

1.2. El misterio de liberaci6n 

2S3 

EC 26 A partir de la conciencia de que cl mal encuentra su ·raiz. en el pc~;ido, el "Reino 284 
GU 4 -, de Dios"' es descado y esper~do por ~sracl.sobr.:- todo por los "pobre~ de Y:lhve", ('0· 

. mo una 'intervencion <lel amor y <lel poder de Dios, quc tJabria de liberar t.>1 pecado y .:a. 
lejar el mal. La voluntad de Dios, de hacer llcgar su reinado no significa otra cosa que 

u Ru 4 
1 

la decision de reivindicar su senorio sabre la creaci6n, aquejadn por el mal, mediante u­
na intcrvenci6n por la quc se har:i dcfinitivamentc Rey de si.rcrcaci6n, reconstruyendo­
la en su i'ntenci6!1 originJ.1 con plcnitud insospech:.lda (2) . 

Asi, el Reino sc C'XplicJ. en t[·rmil"!os de lib.::·:ici6n .de! mal. La histona biblica nos 
narra como Dios ha :mtici!rndo profcticamente su intervenci6n dcfinit:va en ·Cristo, re- · 
vel:indost' crccicr:•cmente como hberador, en lo.s acontecimientos dal cxodo, (3) (n la 
epoca c1e los Jl,leCeS (4) y de! tauti\'erio babilonico (5). Se trata de libcrac1ones que no 
~e ~!gotnn e~ . .;t,; sig!1ifa:<ido p_olit:co; r<."al , por otr:l p:i.rte. El Exodo, comQ b libE:zat:16n 
de! cautih::-iv : .. ii 11io::1co, son emanc1p:~ciones q~c pcrmiten al pueblo reort::arnzai inde­
pcndi(;:1tement.:: =-u p:-op1:.1 vie.la nnc:ional y d:lrsc :1.'>i un m::lr<.:o p:i.ra la conv!\'encia fra­
tema y para re:aliza.rsc como pueblo consagrado a Yahv0. Por ctra p;ute, csta;; libcra..:10-
nes, sin pcrcfor ·su. caractcr historico de cm:i.nc1p:i.ci6n politica y de raal intervenc1on sal­
vificp. de Dias, st:ran rctomadas, p:ira i i;.;,ur:ir prof..!~i<.:amcnte la flllur~l ltbc~·:.ic16ri total 
que habrfa de opc-rar Cristo con.su cruz (6) . 

1.3. El l\Iistcrio de la Gracia 

285 

. Dicha. libuac:iun apunta. c:i dcfo1it1va, :i su c.:ontrap:i.rtid3 posmva Sc libera de 286 

.J 

los dcsgarrones tic .. b cxistcnd;,i, para n·co.nstr,1:r su unid:i.d. Se hhera <le las ~·up-
turas, ·p:i.ra la reconcili::.:ci6:1 de los homi1rcs l'.'on t'l :\hsoh1to y, sobrc: <:ste fundam<:nto, 
para la rel'.'onciliac1on de Jos hombres. d1..'::~:< rr:!d1..)$ t't:t:·1..' si y ,·on b n;\turat· ... ,za: para b 
unificacion profunJa de! humbr ... ~ . dcsgarr:.ldu <.:01~~ igo mismo. 

(1) Cf Ex 32, i·l0;
0

ls 1, 10·17 

(2) Cf l .Cor 15, 2-1·28 
(3) Cf Ex 15. 1·18 

c4> er Ju.2, 15·18 
(5) C! J& ~O. 1·11 
(6) er 1 \-Or 10, ·l·i>; l i'e 3, 19-22 

·I;, . 
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~ ·libcra para la comun ioi1. Asi sc comienza ·:· ·1~; :rnifeslar l'I mislL•rio de grncii Por 
ello, Ja revelar.i6n de Dioc; a Isr°a~l se cxpr~sa con la idea de la "clccc\on de un pueblo" 
nl que Ynhvc congrcga por la "alianza" quc instaura con el. Esta Ali:inza implic:t por 
parte de Dios, su prnsencia en medic del pu.culo, cl cua.I entra asi en comunion con A· 
quel. La A,li:mza constituyc al "puchlo" ( 1). El pueblo, por su parte, sc com pro mete a 
adorar a 'Yahve exclusivamente y a asumir en la iratemicfad nadonal israelita, otorgan· 
dole todos sus derechos, al pobrc y al inocentc (2). 

Hay una oposicion dramitica cntre cl misterio d.:? iniquic!:HI y cl mist.:-rio de corirn­
nion o gracia. Aqucl es disgrcgaci6n y alcjamit•nto de Dios y de ios hombres cntrn si; cs 
ruptura, dispersion. Tal hecho sc simboliza en Babel, con la confusion dcl lenguaje .(3). 
es decir, la falta de compr·ensi6n rcciproca, la division y la dispersion. El mistcrio de co· 
munion, quc tiene su fuente . en el Espiritu, es convoc:,cio!'l, congrci;acion, uniclad. 
Yahve quiere congregar en unidad por medic de la vocacion de Abraham ·a todos los 
p ueblos de la tierra (Gen 12, 1-3). 

1.4. Hada el Nucvo Testamento 

La promesa del Reino fue adquiriendo con los profct::!.S la figu ra de una nueva A­
lianza (JP.r 31, 31-34); promesas de un advenimicn to sup remo y definitivo , d e una cer· 
cania eficaz de Dios presc nte en su env'io.<lo, e l ~Jcsias. Est<! hab:·ia de coni;rcgur, en tor· 
nor a Yahvi>, en un nuevo Pueblo, a toclos los puc:blos di'! la lierra. Cori cs~a fit,'\p·adl.'I 
Reino future y de la nueva Alianza se sigue man if est an do cl dcsignio de Dios co mo · 
prop6~it.o de llernr a los hombres a la comuni6n con El y <'ntr<' si, <'Sto cs, de rc(mir un 
~ueblo universal de hermanos ( 4 ). Mcdiantc cl anuncio mcsi~11•i<.:o, cl .~ntigao Tcst:imen· 
to apunta hacia Crfat.o; con cl anuncio de un ptieblo nue·:o, ur.ivcrs:.i;, npunta :i la I:;lc­
..,:a de Cristo. Asi o·ticnta, fii.,'\1rativa y profcticamcnte, hacia c! horizonte de un Reino 
que habria de ser inaugurado pnr Cristo y quc habria de com.::nzar a g~rminar en su l· 
~!esia, hac;ta llcgar a alcanzar, al final de los ticmpos, su meta plena y dcfinitiva. El Se· 
nor convoc<ira y rc~m irii a los pueblos de la ticrra cm un nuC:\'O J~racl, ro:- b cfosi6n. me­
s;anica del Espiritu Santo (5). Sed. el aco.ntccimic!lto <le: Pcntecostcs, contr:1pucsto a 
Babel: quicnes se holl;ib:in cispersos en h1 faz c.lc J~; tieua, s~·r:\n rcunidos y se e:1tenc,~· 
rjn cntrc si por la :iccion de! Espiritu (6). :\ parc.ccra un lcnguajc c.:omlm, e! Je la fc. 
que se manifestara en la comunidad de amor de los ~rcyentes, rnunidos cntre si "en un 
solo corazon y un~ sola alma" (7) .. 

2. CRISTO, META DE ISRAEL Y CENTRO DE LA HJSTORIA HUMA:--l.A 

F.l Nuevo Tcstament o, al c.:u mplir'''espiritualmentc" cl Ar:tiguo. aport:1 t11rn nueva 
lJz que lo ilumina. Dicha luz liege cuantlo, en la plenitu<l <le los t.icmpos, Dios nos ha­
blo mediante su Hijo (Hcbr 1,2), Jesus <le Nazarct y por El nos manifesto ~u d~signio y 
~c manifesto asi misme. · ·' · 

(l ) Cf Ex 19, 3·o 
(2 ) Cf DT l 0, H ·22 
13l Cf Gn 11,i 
( 4) Cf Is 11, t-11; 

(5) Cf Hech 2, 17·21; Is 3, 1·5 
(6i er H~ch 2. 7·8 
(7) er HPrh 4, 32 
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EC 23 

CH 17 
CR 5 
col ~5· 

' · 2:i. Jesus· Evangciizador 

Cristo, impulsado por la f1.;1crza del Espiritu (Le 4,14), se prescnt6 como C\'angcli· 
zador y comcnz6 a anuncb.r la lkgada del Reino .. (;o.k 1, 14-15). El ccnt.ro de su mm· 
s11je es, nuevamente .• el. Reino.do D.ios. · 

. . 
· 2.1.1. Modo coino Jesus Evangelizo 

··.·:#!1: · · .. 

291 . 

1 . 

. ~ 
I 

SA 6 Jeslis anunci6 el advenimiento ·'del ·Rcino ·con ·obras y palabrns (l}>con·el testimo· · 292 · 
ME 21 nio de su vida y de su muerte. Con su resurreccion, confirrnaci6n divina·de sus obras y 
CH 17 palabras, llega el Reino en forma decisiva y misteriosa. Qued6 asi anticipado el modelo 
Ca 62 que habria de· seguir la Iglesia -en su misi6n enngelizadora: anunciar el Reino mediante 
Re 112 el 0.testimonio de su vida, el explicito anuncio, la celebraci6n sacramental y su actitud · 
Ju IV. 5 de servicio. 

2.1.~2. Destinatarios de la rµision de Jesus 

Jesus recocio, evangelizandci, los diversos pueblos y ciudades (2). Reconoci~~do~ 293 
enviado durante SU vida U:irrestre solo a las ovcjas d~ Israel ( 3), paso a los de mas pue-
blos en su Pascua por el don dcl Espiritu quc univers:,tliza y encarg6 a las doce que lle-
varan cl ariuncio <;le la Buena Nucva a todas las gcntcs, para cumplir el destino univer-
sal de su mision ( 4). 

ME 23 Las palabras con que el Senor da testimonio de sf mismo y que hacen parte de un 294 · 
PE 65 amplio contexto de los signos mesi<inicos (5) "alcanzan todo su significado cuando se 
EC 28 las considera a la -luz de los \ersicuks antcriorcs, en los que Cristo sc aplica a si mismo 
CO 151 las p:ilabras del prof eta Isaias: "El Espiritu ckl Sei1or est.a sobre mi, porque me uni;i6 
GU 4 para cvangelizar a los pobres" (EN 6) (6). 

SA 5 Asi anticip6 el Senor la dimension cat6lioa y a la vez la part.icular atencion para coo 295 
Er 9 . los pobres que habria de t.ener la rnisi6n evangclizadora cie su Iglesia. Enviada a encar -

ME 19 · 

AR 2 

EC 27 

C.019 
BO 13 
PE 64 

nar. la Palabra de Dios en todas las culturas, l:t lgksia habria <.le mostrarsl.! inclinada arc­
J:oger en el seno del Pueblo de Dios, prefenmtcrr.e:'l:e, a la .multitud de des~mparacios, 
debiles y sufrientes, los que, asi con}o antes sclj,1ian a Jesus (7), recl:iman ahora. de ella 
el inisnio .signo de credibilidad .. 

· 2.1.3. Contcnido del mcnsaje de J~sl'ts 

El centro del mensajc de Jesus cs cl "Heino <le Dios", o, co mo pondd en todo su 
relieve cl Evnngc:lio de Juan, el "Padre''. Pero d Rt'ino prometicio ~m el .Antiguo Tcsta­
mento y anunciado en el Nuevo corno ccrcano ( S) irril mpc a travcs dcl mismCJ Jestis: l~S­
tc es el que rcvel:i al Padre, en cuyo conocimicnto, coma en cl de su enviado Jesus, con­
sistc la "vida ck>rna" (9). ~1istcrio de l:l "vicfa ctcrna" ode! "Reino" que es revclado a 

Cl) er ov 2; Mc 1,22-21 
c2> er Le 4,43 
(3) er Mt lS,24 
(4) Cf.Mt 28, 19·20; Mc 16,15; Le 24, 46·47; t-{ech 1,8 
(6) er Le 4,43 
(6) CC Le 4,18; Ia 6i~l; EN 12 . 
(7) er Mt 4, 2~-25 
cs> er :\ft a.2; 4,11 
(9) Cf Jn 17, 3 

-17 
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Ju fl!, 2 

co 20 

DR 18 

EC 23 

HO 1 

E'E 67 

:.i E 23 

··..:: 61 

URU 4 

.. H 22 

PE 65 

URU 8 

r:C 23 

co 20 

. . . ..... : . • •. : ! •.... · .· • .. ·:. · ~. . · . · • :1 .... • ·• ..... • :···· · •• . 

··1~s· '~pequcnos'~ (l), ·y queen ·Cristo llcgata as~ ·pl. ·n.it.ud«i\la;1do. bcbamos ·el fruto de la 

vid en el Rei ho del Padre C2). J esus mis mo,· pues. se convicrtc en contcnido de! Reino, 
y por tanto, d_e su propio incnsaj_e: cl reinado de Dios, la irrup..:ion <le su amor y pod!!r, 
se rcaliian en y por Jesus .. Estc cs proc~amado en cl mcnsajc cv:mgdit:ador. Por<.-w Cris­
to, quc revela-al Padr~ e i,n.icia el Reino, constituyc para. la Iglesia cl. obj~to central de · 
su evang::!lizacion. 

2.2. Jesus, Siervo de Dios 

Cristo pone de manifiesto que el Reino llega a tra\'es de El, presentandose como eJ 
Hijo del hombre que cumple. la mision del sicrvo de Yahvc, prcdicho por Isaias (3) co· 
mo el "Hijo amado" (Mc 12, 6-8), que por su obedicncia, asume la muerte por sus her­
manos, loi; hombres. 

2.2.1. Misterio dcl mal 

Al intcrpretar n Je~us, particularmcnte en su muerte, desde la figura profetica del 
"Sie~o sufricnte", se descubre la misterios~ dimension de! mal. En la cruz de Cristo se 
pone <le manificsto, con toda su plenitud, el mistcrio de pecado y de dolor. Al· cargar 
sobre si el "pecado del mundo" (Jn 1, 29-36), Jesus, en su muerte, representa todo el 
mal que aqueja a la existencia: es decir, por una parte, l'as rupturas con que el hombre, 
por su idolatria, se separa de Dios; par otra, cl rompimienta de la fraternidad humana, 
figurado prot.ot ipicamente en la division de judios y gentiles ( 4); y finalmente, cl desga­
rron de la muerte, enemigo que acccha hasta cl final (5). El poder del mal sqbre la uni­
versalida9 de la tierra y de la historia recae sobre Cristo. 

La Iglesia, ve, en la muerte de uno, J esus, quc sc entre~o par todas (G), el momcn· 
to supremo en el q ue se acu mulan sobrc el Hijo, quicn los prcsenta al P~dre, todos los 
dcsgarrones de la humanidad, Ios siglos de historia qolic:ite, incluidos los de nuestra A. 
L. Por lo mis mo, la Iglesia \'C, en cl rostro del hombre sin l'Spcr~mz:i q~1c· no ticnc a Dio:>; 
(7) del quc anda y busca·en las tinieblas; de! hambrien to y clcsnutla; dcl pri;;!onero y 

solitaria (8) , el rostro de Cristo sufrien;e en la cruz y, por c:o:"tsiguiente, de un Dios que 
asume los sufrimientos de su propia creacion (9). Par este p:cc iso moth·a, la lglesia·na 
puede dejar de rcferirse ·exprcsamente a la situaci6n dolicnte de A. L. : porque ha de 
dar voz al hombre silcnc~osa en.su dolor·; pcro, sobre todo, porque ha de dar testimo­
nio de un Dios que recoge los ccmidos <le su crcatura y quc volvcr:i por los fucros de 
su just icia clivina, juzgando toda humanl injusticia. Asi sc rcpi te b Iglesia la "pal:lbra 
cle la cruz'' (l Cor l ,lS), ·esto cs, cl testimoniv d:ido µor Cristo accn.::i dl' b sabidurfa 
de Dias; 

2.2.2. Mistcrio de lil:eraci~n y gracia ... · .. ·: 

En el eorazon d e Cristo que muerc en la cruz: sc-.c:oncentra t~1mbi~n cl deseo de 

(1) er Mt 11.2s 
<2> er Mt 26,29 
(3) Cf u 42 
<-'>er Er 2, 14·16 
(5) er 1 C.Or 15,26 
(6) Cf Rm 15, ~8-19 

(7 > er Er 2.i.2 
(8) ~C Mt 25, 3·HO 
(9) er Mc: 15,34: Mt 21 ,46. 
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. 
·'. 

nn 23 to asume libremcn~ la mucrte. En y ~or csa muerte, el Padre ofrcce SU pt':!rd6n a tocla. 
CH 1 s · la humanidad, manifcstando cl mi.stcrio de su gracia (Rm. 3, 21·26). Por csto, cl Reino 
ME 2 3 . ·de . Dios, entcndido com~ la mas radical recor.ciliaci6n que puede .experimentar el horn· 

·Er 6 : bre, la reconcil.iaci6n con el Absoluto, se rcaliza, parad6jicamente, no p9r el podcr, si-
BR 15 no por la debilidad humana, por la "locura de la cruz", quc cs s:J.bi<luria de Dios (1). 

_Con el tcstimonio de esa mucrte y hasta quc llc~ue cl juicio, Cristo nos cxhorta a la c:on­
. 've~$iOn, es decir, a la adoracion del Padre y,<le alli, a la entrcga por los hcnnanos. 

; 

Entrega que SC fealiza en el mutuo amor y pcrd6n; en la busqueda solicita de una aoi 
paz y reconciliaciol) no ring 1 da; en cl esfucrzo, sincere y cfcctivo, ppr· nhondar' los la· 

: ;zos familiares y por construfr una mas justa comunidad humana. De ahi que, despucs 
" 

• J 

EC ·27 

cu 22 

·de tan ta: muer:te. la Iglesia convoque a los hombres de A.L. a la reconciliaci6n ya -la u - ' 
. nidad basada en la justicia, .no en h fuerza. . . 

302 

:' :. ; . ; ~ : . . ;-. 

, Con su cruz, 'Cristo exhorta a seguirlo en fe y esperanza cargando la propia cruz 
. (~). Esta cxhortacion exige de parte nuestra el constante esfuerzo. por mejorar .la con­
.dicion perional y colectiva de la existencia, dentro de aq,uellos limites,.que, como co."l­
secuencia di;l "pec:i.do del r11undo", pcrmanece?l en la rc:i.lidad d~I hom:.m! '/ d~ b 50· 

:ciedad. Ya quc, si bien el Pad.re nos ofrcce. en la cruz de Cristo, el perd6n que pode ·· 
'mos acoger inmediatamente en cada momenta de nues~ra vida y nos otorga "las piimi~ 
cias del Espiritu'', proseguimos a(m en la "expectacion por l~ ri:denci6n de nue5tro 

. "'·: 

ME 28 

EC 23 

co 20 

CH 22 

00 1 :l 

VE 7 

ME 24 

. PE 65 
co 111 

· cH 24 · 

. -·-. - '"-•4·- ·- --·- .. 

cucrpo0 {Rm s. 23). ' 
. ' 

2.3.- El Senor de la Historia 

La llcgada del Reino sc manifiest:i de moclo particular con la resurrecci6n de Cris­
to. Dejada atras la dcbil.idad y la muerte, Cristo npc.ircce como Hijo de Dios con todo su 
pode~ (Rm 1,4); se manifiesta co mo el S!!nor ( 3),pleno de Espiritu ( 4} pnmogenito -
entre muches· hermanos (Rm 8,2·9; Col 1,18). 

Cristo resucita como ·primicia dd "hombre nucvo" .(5).Su rcsurrccc.:1611 cs signo 
de la resurreccion a la que todos estamos llamados y. de la transiigur:i.cion final. del u -
niverso. 

/ 

Pe~o. mientras cstamos en esta pcrcgrinac.:ion, Cristo. resucitado nos cnvia ya su 
Espiritu y, a traves de su Espiritu permanece pre.:;cnte en la raiz de nuesti'o ser, reno· · 
vando nuestro corazon, como anticipo de la nueva humanidad que ha de ser plenainen· 
te transformada al final de los tiempos ( 6). 

Cristo, por su Espiritu, 'rcnucva nucstro cornon, scde ·cle nut.':;tro ~onoci'miento y 
de nuestra libertad y por lo t:mto, raiz dcsde dondc dcsarrullamos m:cstra his·toria ( 7). . . 

•. 

303 

304 

305 -

306 

Conduciendonos mediantc la fc, n la vcrdad (Jn 16, 13-14), que es El mismo (Jn 307 

.. 
(1) Cf 1Cor1, 1S·25; Rm 5, 1·11 
(2) Cf Mc 8,34; 9,35; 10, 42·45 par 
ca> cc Filp 2. 9.11 
(4) C! l Cor 15,45 
( 5 ) Cr E C 2 ,1 5 ; Co I 3 , 1 0 
(6) CC EN 18~ Rm 8, 14·17; Gal 4, 4 · 7 
(7)' er Rm 6,5, 
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14;6) y llevandon;s asi; por el reconocimicnto de Cristo. a b pro!unch s:lh:ctu r•a q t•e 

.-1E 28 

·E 68 
; H 21 

.iE 28 

JRU 4 
:H 18 

se otorga a los pequenos y sencillos (l\It 11,25) y quc consistc en rcconocer ~ow;;amt•n-
te los profundos dcsignios de Dios sobre mK.'Slra •.id1 dolicalc y nuc:str:i nnwrle 

Ahondando, por la esp.eranza, con gemido incnarrablc-, nuestros anheios dE. n:den· 
cion total (Rm 8,23). · 

. . 

Otorgando a nucstro corazon la posibilidad de amar a Dios y a los hermanos, con 
Ja conciencia de ser "hijos" (Cal 4,6); c~m el acceso al Padre (Ef 2,18; LG 4) y mo\·ien· 
donas a la unidad en Ja com union fraterna (1) ; 

· Cristo resucit:ido, condt:ce la . historia, enviandonos su Espiritu que renueva el co­
razon: Asi nace y se desarrolla el Reino de Dios. El rcin:ido sobrc cl muncto. lll·~l t'n Cris 
to (Ap 11,15), e inicia su establecimiento hasta su plenitud, en poder y majest<id (Ap 
12,10}. . 

:e 95·99 Ese Reino de Dios llega, si ·reconocemos sobre nosotros, no el sciiorio de lo.s ido· 
los sino el de Cristo, medi:inte la conversion a la fe, que cs respuest:i plena, total accp-

;H 18 taci6n, donaci6n tie la cxistencia al Seiior. Es cl rcinado de la verdad y del amor. Amor 
que nos lleva a practicar obras de. justicia, por lo cual so mos revestidos de real, aunque 
impcr!ccta santidad. Mediante el amor, somos revivificados dcsde nuest:ra r:uz po1 la 
Vida. Esta se mostrar:l con toda su plenitud cuan<:lo Cristo, Senor. de la histona, retor­
ne (2) y se manifieste abiertamcnte coma "el primcro y cl ultimo" (Ap 1,17; 2,8) , CO· 

AR 4 · mo Sabiduria y Palabra de Dios, (Jn 1,1) que encicrra el sentido de estc mundo £nton· 

.c 27 

.ccs, El se manifestara tambi~n co mo Recapit ulador ( Ef 1.10) de una cre:lc·:oil ~·~i pic:­
namentc reconciliada con Dios y en si misma (3). A.si, vcncido ya el i'.iltimo er.c1::;go, 
la m~erte, el Senor Resucitado pondri el Rei110 a los pies· de! Padre ( 1 Cor l 5~·2G.; 

En la muerte de Cristo se ~anifiesta que Dios rcaliza s:..i providente dc!.~gnw, ha­
ciendosc prcscnte en su H!jo, cr.·.-:ado para absolvcr .. a . .-su crc::cio~. per mcd:c dcl· p~r 
don, de la negatividad del pec:;ado. 

308 

309 

310 

311 

312 

"Ir al Padre": en eso consisti6 el caminar terrestrc de Cristo. En lo. cruz. .. Cristo se · 313 
entrega tot.almente en las manos del Padre; Adan, por cl contrario, habia rehu~s.do di· 

.c 23 

cha cntrcga ( 4). Por cso, la cruz de Cristo cs amor d J>'adrl.!; afirmaci6n dcl Pad1c. D!!s·. 
· de el Padre, Cristo se vuelve "hermano univcrs:tl", recibe cl Espiritu y lo enda al mun­

do.i...a cntrega al Padre es principio y fuente de fratt!micad uni\·crsaL 

En la rcsurreccion de Crist~ se manificsta que Dios llcva a tcrmino rn dc!.;1gnio. 314 
dandole el .senorio de la historia y haci~ndole clave de su scntido final y de su prc)cc:.o 
En ella se re\•ela quien es Dias y c~:i.1 su providencia; sc nos manifiesta quicn e~ C:n~t0. 
por su senorio; se nos da a conocer finalmente quc es ~l hombre, al revelarse su dt:~tino 
de su resurreccion (5). · 

(l)CfLG4 
(2) er Col 3, 3.4 
(3) Cf Col 1,20 
(4) Cf Rm 5,19 
(5) C! 1Cor15, 20·28 
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2.4. Hijo de Dios que nos llcva al s1·uo de la Trinidad 

... : ... :r ·. ·.~ . . . . . . . 
• , . 

A.si se ha r~vclado Cristo, en dcfiniLv::i, como Hijo de Dios. La mis16n de Jesus vie· 
nc del Padre y n El lleva. Todo su. scr cst:"1 orient:ido al Padre en la m:is 110nd:1. $ingular 

· y estrccha relaci6n. "Todo me ha sido cntrcg;,i<lo pur mi ·radrl! y nadiC conoce uicn al 
Hijo sino el Padre, ni al Padre lo conoce·G'icn nac)ie sino:cl Hijo" (Mt 11,27; Le 10~22) 
(1) . . Como HiJo ticnc con su P:i.clrc la plena unidad . ·'El P:tdrc y Yo somos una sol3. co­

sa" (Jn 10,30). "Yo estoy en cl Padre y cl. Padre en mi" (Jn 14:10). 

. .... 

315 

· Cristo.·nos ha manifostado asi, 'Jo que es en rcalid:id Dios: "no un poder anonimo" . 316 
(EN ~6). Es Padre; Padre de Jesucristo y Padrt.:? nuestro, pues no solo nos ha creado, si-

ME19 
AR 2 
BO 14 
RD 6 · 

no que nos ha "clcgiµq" en Crjsto (2} para participar de la plenitud .de su vida, como 
hijos. Por el mismo hecho, nos ha revebdo lo quc · es en realidad el hombre: noun ser 
abandonado a fuerzas an6nimas, ocult::is y fatak:s, sino.llamado a vivir, como "hijo" en 
la ·cercania de un Dios· personal y viviente. Nos ha revel'1do, lo que son todos los hom-
bres: hijos cie un mismo fadre: "Por tanto, hermanos. los unos de. los.otros, en Dios" 
(EN ibid). · . . 

Al revclar ta.mbicn la cxistcncia misteriosa d~l "Espiritu", co mo lazo de union del 
Padre con el Hijo, nos ha dado un signo de que Dios no es solitario sino quc se entrcga 
y comunica misteriosamente _en la comuni6n trinitaria de Padre, Hijo y Espiritu. 

317 

El misterio de la Trinidad no se nos revt-b como· una curiosid:id extrana sabre el 318 

ME 22 

EC 24 

ser de la Divinidad, sino para sugcrir a nucstra Ii mit::ida razon, cual es la meta, el fonda· 
men to y el mode lo de nuestra cxistcncia ( 3}. Es meta de ::1Uestra e:d~tencia humana , 
ya que estamos llamados a participar de: b m!s teriosa circubci6n de vida que existe en 
el seno trinitario del Abso!uto. Dios, q1.1c c:xi:;tc comunicfodose y r.:cogier.dose en la 
fot ima unid:id de tres, Padre, 'Hijo y Espiritu , distintos en su ig~aldad divma, rl'co :~ .a 
los hombres en su propia intimi<lad iniinit:i, y csbelcce nsi· con no:;otros, su mundo fi. 
nito, una ine:xpre:>.:iblc uniuad . Esto cs lo mas profundamente o rigin:.i: d~ la fc cri:;t i..;;12 . 

CH 21 La Trinid~d sc nos rcvcla tambi<'.!n como fundamcnto y mucJdu de una nucva l:O· 31~ 

ME 2 2 rriunidad humana ( 4) bas<!d:l. no solo en !a justic1a. sin~ en la mutua entrega, por el' re· 
conocimient.o y cl amor, que st,1pera toda justici:i. . L1 Trinidad cs fundamento y mode­
lo de la nueva fratcmid::id hum:m::i, univcrs:il en prir.cipio. 

. . 
PR 11 La fratcmid:id cristian:l es una -voca:.:i6n. Todo.5 estamos lbm:idos a ella y hemOi 320 
CO 15 5 de re_alizarla a tr:J.\'CS de b hi5tori:i. Se cbfcrcnch profund:imcntc de l:i fratem1dad grie· 
CH 23. ga, de la israelita y di? J:i ilumini'st:i, p0rqut: ~<! b:'....;:1 ~nun fund~:mcnto rt:>li~'ioso y r<:ve-. 

Jado: no solo en d hccho monoteista t.!0 un D:o:;. Padre <le todos los hombws , smo en 
la rcalidad de Dios Trino ·y encarnado; end hcc:10 de .C:1ue uno C:c'la Tritn<lad, el HiJO', 
se ha cncamado y hccho asi nuestro hcrmano, ( 5) constituyencl ose: en una ;:aiz nue:va y 
personal de nuestr::i vincubci6n, como ''hijo·s'' al P:idri.? comun y de una muiua fr~tcmi· 
dad, derivada de 'El, cl comun hcrmano. 

ME 28 Por todo esto, el Reino de Dios se e:oi:pre:>:.1 ()n la .imagc:i <lel banqu~te csc.:atologico 321 

... -··· 
· .~.· ... 

(1) Cf Jn 10,15 · 
(2)CfECl,4 ·" 
(3) er GS. LG 
(4) CC Jn 17,21·22; GS 24 
(5) er Rm S,29 

. ·-- ··-:-_ .,, _ ___ ...... -: .. ·-·---
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Er (6) 

(1), esto es, de la couvivcnciu fraterna, anudacfa a 1 •• prcscncia <.fol Seno r, pr:rnc1 c;omcn· 
saJ de una e te ma celebraci6n de la vida, quc cncuentra su fuente en su cueipo eucarist1· 
co. 

El Reino de Dios en n9sotro3 scr•i, :ii cabo, l:t .mistcriosa p r l'Sl'llci:1 dl' b l' ll'acmn. 

a traves de la nueva hu~;midad _surgi9a de. Cristo, e11 .cl scno insond:iblc dcl Absoluto · 
de Dios. · · 

2.5. Rccapitulacion y alcance de cstas reflexioncs. 

3~'" --

La Iglesia ha de interprctar las epocas de la historia dcsdc la revelaci6n b1 ~!tea. La 323 
revelaci6n del Antigua y del .Nu~o Ttstan1enfo le oi tocc, como horizontc y criteria de in · 
terpretaci6n, un esquema que lleva a captar cl dccurso de la historia humana como un 
conflicto entre el mal y el l5icn, una lucha dcl Reino d~ Dios contra cl reino de iniqui· 
dad . Movimiento este, penoso y sinuoso, por cl que la huma~idad, conduc1da por 
la Providencia divina, busca p:isar de l:is divei:sas formas de ruptura, en cuy~l base est~i 
el pccado, a la conciliacion y comunion, mcdi:intc la intcrvencion liberadora de un 
· Dios quc no actua automaticarnentc, .sino que sc en trega, suscita· Ia. ehtrega del hombre· 
y asi po~nc~a ~a esperanza y el csJuerzo de ia libertad humana. 

El mismo esquema aparcce en cl mensaje cvangclizador de Cristo . Este, quc rcca· 324 
pitula en si toda la humanidad, se presenta como Siervo sufriente; en una primm:a eta· 
pa de humillacion, anonadamiento y muerte. Liberado luego, de los vinculos de la muer· 
te (2) en virtud <le SU clamorosa suplica (Hebr 5,7) y de SU obediente entrega. pasa a la 
gloria con su resuneccion. 

Asi se constituyc Senor deb c.:rcaci6n y de !:.t hist0 ri:.1 (3) , p:imogcnito, cntrL' mu· 3·25 

chos hermanos ( 4), comuni6 n f:~terna y sc m:rni fi0.s t:t i.:0 : :10 H!jo di) Dios \.'On todo su 
poder (Rm 1,4) y en su intimidad trinitaria con el Padr~ y el Espiritu, comunion divi· 
na ( 5). 

A la luz de este paradi:;:ma: l:.di;lcsia sc vc utc;ida a un:.1 ll·ctura trin itari:i y n1slo· 326 
logica de la situacion de A. L. Dichalectura llcva a discc rnir en la a<.: tualidad dd Conti· 
nente la presencia dcl mal y dcl pecado, para dcnunciarlos; d<.'i 'bicn y de la ~rac1:i, puro 
·11Stodiarlos y conservarlos; de una liberacion, coma g~rmc :1 de · m:iyor com union i.:on 
Dios· y de mayor fratcrnidad humana, para asumirla:; y promo verlas. Insp1rirndo:.e en 
las oricntaciones del Concilio V:-iticano II (p:irticularn1cntc l:.i · con~t. G:1uclium ct Spcs) 
la Iglesia, co mo se ha manii<:stado en ~Iedellin, b·..tsca luz para interpret~! hoy, <lesde 
este paradigma, la epoca actual de A. L. 

En la prcscntc situaci6:1 de nucstro Contincni.c sc manifksta una ~ran rn1twza cle . 327 
\'alores, de ~mhelos de superadon, de esfuerzos por .aho:;cl~ el .cspiritu ~ehgioso, p01 sz.· 
near la conducta moral y pbr lograr u~a mejor conviv~•cia social. Si hablamos dt:? pl?Ca· 
do, no es p orquc t odo cste corrornpido ni p orque cl pecat!o sea l!atrc noso t1 u~ . m<is pro· 
!undo quc en otras partcs. Si apebmos a un Dios liber:iclor, no cs para oponerio a un 
Dios creador, cuya obra estuvic ra esencfalmentc viciad a . Sin e:nbargo , en la rea!ldad de 

(1 ) er Le 22. 15·16 
(2) Cr Hech 2, 27·31 
(3) Ct Filp 2, 9·11 
(4) CC Rm 8, 29 
(5) Cf Jn 17, 5. 22·24 
( 6) "Puebla: Tema.s y Opciones Clavcs" 
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EC 30 

A. . L~· se da, sin duqa, e.l pecado. Se c~ :1 en todo cl mundo, pcro hcrr,os de disccrnu· las 
!orma5 ·concre~as y prep_onderantes como "el pccado del mundo" se maniftesta entre no­
solros; ·. 

En ·pos qe este dis_cerniinj~pto·, ia Iglcsi;i de J\:, L. c;cn_tra:.su:atcnci6n·.en dos nu- 328 
cleos, intim~1mente ligad~s. Asi ehcuentra, en ·.·primer . termino, en· 10s hombres y muje-
res de sus p\.1eblos, una fe arraigada, !ruto <le la primera evangelizacion ·y tambien indi· · 
ce, particularmente en nuestra juventud, <le una profunda-busqueda· de Dies. Siri emb::ir-
go, fey sed de Dios, con frccucncia no maduras y sobrc todo, arnenaz::.das por la prc-
sion secul;µ-ista de la epoca moderna . . Encuentra, adcmas, anhelos de liberacion, frater~ 
nidad y justicia que, pot ser arduos y dificiles de rcalizar, se tcirnan.objeto de. una espe-
ranza, no sie_mprn acertada en SUS caminos. Esperanza que no confunde con l:l preten-
sion de ser senor absolute de la historia. Pretension que se manifiesta cuando se inten- . 
ta transformarla con la \riolencia fisica o con un prccipitado desarrollo, cuyo costo re-
cae :principalmente sobre los desposeidos. Dicha esperanza se ve tambien obstaculizada 
por quiencs, complacidos en el goce de su podcr 6. de su riquczai quieren· detener la 

· historia en ·&u ·actucl situacion. 

CAPJTULO II 

LA IGLESIA Y SU ANUNCIO DEL REINO 

1. DE CRI~TO EVA~'iGEUZADOR A LA IGLESIA EVANGELIZADO;RA 

CH 13 Cristo, envbdo por cl Padre para cv::i.ngclizar, envia a su Iglesia. Durante su vida 329 
co 1 '15 ,terrestre, Jesus ·reuni6 discipulos a q~iencs. !uego mando llcv:i.r la Buena Nueva del Rei-
M E: 25 no de Dios a todos los hombres, dandolcs la ,pro mesa de perma!'lecer co:i ellos hasta el 
SA 5 fln de los tiempos !l}. Continua ru:i_su misi6n entre los hombre~ n traves de i::u Iglesia. 

De ella se vale para la construccion y dibtacion_c!el Reir.o de Dios en el mtindo·(2) : 

Ho 1 Por lo mismo, no hay cvang~fizacion sm Cristo: El es cl pnm:1pio, la mcd1da y cl 330 
mode}o de toda evangelizacion (3). 

P~a que pt!dieran cumplir la mision, Cristo envi6 su Espiritu a los disclpulos en 331 
· Pentecostes. Con su· Espiritu sigue prcseriie en b Iglesia, b cud ent.onces. comenz6 su 

tarea evangelizadora ( 4). Desdc Pente.::ostcs '.\brfa pr~siclc con su oradon la evang~liza· 
cion (5). · 

Asi, e\·angelizada, la Iglesia cvangeiiza por b. fuerza dcl Espiritu. su pr.ncipio c im- 332 
pulso interior. ··No habd. nunca cv:u~t:diz:1dLlll i)O~ibfo sin la accion dcl Espfritu San-
to '(EN 75). "El es qµien impulsa a ca<b i.mo a anunci::i.r cl Evangelic y q\1ien, ~n h) 

hondo de las conci'encias, hacc a<.:.eptar y ~omprcr.dcdas p::i.l~bras· <lc s:llvacion" (EN .ib; 
AG 4). "Nosotros vivimos en la Iglesia un momE:nto privilcgiado dd Espirltu"(.EN 75) . 

(1) CF Mt 28, 19·20 
(2) CF LG 5 · · · 
(3) CF EN·l5 
(4) CF Hech.l·,8 
(5) CF EN 82 

----- '-------------··- ······-·- -· ··- -·-·-- -·- · - ... -· 
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It 7 

La Iglesia, pucs, "rebasando todos los limitc:' ·fo ticinpos y naciones, entra en la 333 . 
historia humana para extendersc .a todos los continr.ntcs" (LG 9). . 

La evangeljzaci6n es, per consiguiente, un hccho cc.lcsiaL Tare a r)rqpia y especi- , 33.4 
fica de la Iglesia, la cµal fµ~dan~enta la lei;itimid:Jd de SU ET.CSC'ntia. ev.angelizadora. en. 
todos los pueblos, en la misi6n encargada poi: el Senor~ . 

La ev~gelizaci6n· es ·el aporte propio y especifico que, en co.mparacio:'l con toda 
otra instituci6n cultural o civil, aporta la Iglesia -a fa hurnai1idad·. En esta tarca n·o 
esta subordinada a otra instituci6n o insbncia humana. Pidc libertad par;l ev:mgel.izar. 

335 

Por lo mismo, nadie evangeliza solo, aisladamcntc. ".Evangclizar no · es para na- 336 
E 22 " die un acto individual y aislado, sino profundamente eclesiaJ". (EN 60). No hay evan-
H 11 · . gelizaci6n sin la Iglesia : pues, sin es ta, no hay plcna compr..!nsion. de Cristo y de su · 

mensaje (1). 

E 25 
c 32 
II 17 
AR 9 

2. LA IGL~SIA, S~~RA.]~·1F;NTQ UNIV~RSAL DE . .SAL V ACION 
: .· . . . . : . :· . . . . . . 

El ConCiiio Vaticano II ha p'resentado la misi6n de la 'Iglesia en E:l cuadro de 
una concepci6n sacramental: la Iglesia, por scr comunion;· per la palabra que predi" 
ca; el culto que celebra y la vida de sus miembros, expresada e:n la entrcga y el mutuo 
scrvido, es come un sacramento, es decir, un signo hist6rico Ueno de eficaci:i de la 
unidad a que est.a Hamada la .humanidad (2). 

337 

La sacramentalidad de la. Iglesia esta en cl hccho de que ella, y en clla cada 338 

£ 21 
D 19 
AN 6 
r '1. l · 

c 31 · 
It 18 . 
Ii 23 
AR 9 
! 8 

uno de sus micmbros, est3n lbmados a scr, ya dcsdc cl bautismo. si•nal y port:tdo-
res de una salvaci6n que culmina . en la cum union ( 3 ). De cste 1)10do, la Iglesia 

· correspond~. como signo universal de sah:ici6n, a la sl:prcma vocaci6n de los hom-
bres, llamados al senorlo sobre la creaci6n, a la unificaci6:1 plcna de su propia · 
persona, a la fr;itR.miil::id. y ::i l:i 1111ion i::on ·~1 Padr~. 

3. LA IGLESIA EV A.~GELIZA DANDO TESTJMO.NIO DE "CO~·tU.NiO~" 
' ·. 

La Iglcsi~ cs· misterio S;ll·ram£'ntal de l:umunion. !'or t•llo cv;mg\'li:!a. dando 
testimonio a traves de su propio· scr, de su Palabr3, de su vkb, de su rulto; iodos 
ellos "signos" de la comunion que rcaliza en ·si misma y a iJ que si~rapre esta con­
vocada por el Senor. Asi lo expresan, entre otras, t.ro.>s gra!1dcs im:igenes de es:i 
·Iglesia: 

3.1. Pueblo de Dios,.Cuerpo de Cristo, Tcmplo dcl Espiritu 

Pueblo de Dios 

Cristo, mediante su p~labra evangclizadora con la que lbma a la fe, y por su Es· 
pfritu quc. opera ·secretamente en el coraz6n de los que 1:1 oycn, convoc;i conscan­
tcmc·nt.c en su Iglesia a hombres de todos los pueblos de la tit'rra, para furmarfa cumo · 
Pueblo de Dios. · · 

. (1) ·. C!EN 16 
(2) LGl,9 
(3) C! l Cor 12,13 
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SA 5 La Iglesia es, pues, una comuni6n "..ie !10mbrcs·entre si, pueblo congregado a ima- 341 
PA n 11 gen de la comunidad frinitaria ( 1) y que particij)a en la vida de la Trinidad. 
Ne 3.1.9 

Al desprenderse, por voluntad del Seilor, de las estructur;is particulares y ·nac10- · 
nal.es del Pueblo de Israel, la Iglesia lo contint1a sin embargo, como nuevo Pu~blo de 
Dios, fundado en la . nueva Alianza.(2) y adquiere la caracteristic;a -de pueblo que con­
grega ·a los hombres t:n una .fratemidad nu¢va, universal o catolica (3.). 

. . . 

342 

. En este transito de! antiguo al nucvo. pueblo, sobrc.>sale b figura de l'vlaria, here- 343 
dera de ·1a: riqueza y piedad de Israel ( 4). Cu:i.ndo clla en la Anunci::tcion , conscientc d~. · 
ser madre de Cristo, lo concibe por obra y gracia dcl Espiritu Santo, represent.a y re­
capitula a toda la humanidad que recibc t:ntonccs, en el seno de su histoiia, la l'ala- · 
bra de Dios encarriada. 

Cuerpo de Cristo 

. . 
EC 31 Jestis por su Espiritu, comunicado de un modo particular en los sacrarnentos, for- 344 · 
PAR : 3 ma. a la Iglesia como Cuez:po suyo, do to.do. de varicdo.d de ministerios y carismas ( 5 ). 

Er6 

ME 24 

En la. imagen del "cucrpo". la Iglesia reaparece como ~ma "comuni6n". Se trata 
de una comuni6n con Cristo,. quien nos une m isti<:amente a si, com_unicandonos su 
Espiritu (6). 

La misma imagen~ en su contexto pa.ulino, expresa tambien que la Iglesia consti­
tuye comuni6n y unidad entre los ficlcs, unicbd ciue no sc \'C obstaculizo.da sino favo­
recida por la diversidad de dones y carismas que sus miembros reciben de! mismo Es­
piritu, principio ~e unida<l y d0 vo.ric<lad . 

345 

346 . 

lgualmente; esta imagen eclesio!6gica permi·i:.C volver a recordar que l\faria, por su 347 
fe y caridad; por su libre consentimiento de s~r. la l'.Iadre dd Senor { 7) y por la acep-
tacion dc ·la .mucrtc de su Hijo en la cruz ( 8), sc nos prcsenta como "~1adre de la Igle-
sia", cooperadora en la formaci6n del Cucrpo mistico de Cristo ( 9 ). 

Templo del Espiritu 

EC 31 Jesus, por su muertc y rcsurrccci6n, prescnt:.ida en el Evangcli'o de San Juan como 348 
· una destrucci6n y rcconstruccion dcl "wmplo" clc: su cucq;o (Jn 2, l D), co·n:-;Lruyc a s\1 

Iglesia como teinplo en el que inhabito. el ~spiritu (Ef 2, 21-22). · 

Con la imagen <lel "templo" vuelvc a prescntarsc el a~pecto de la Iglesia "comu- 349 
ni6n". La Iglesia esta !ormada por la unidad compacta de los fieles, antes cii\•ididos en . . . 

( 1 ) . er LG 4; u R 2 
(2) Cf LG 9· 
l3) C~ LG 13 
(4) er Le 2,2s 
(5) · er Rm 12, 3-8; l Cor 12, 4·31 .· 
(6) Cl LG 7· 
c1> er Le 1,38 . 
(8) Cf-Jn 19', 25·27 . 
(9) c;r LG s1· 

• . 
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judfos y gcntiles .(l), unidad como b de las picdra~ ' jllC fo rt i1::m un templo (2). 

·ME .24 La imagcn permitc rcshllar cl aspcclo supremo clc la Iglesia : clla sc rcaliza corho 350 
comuni6n de los hombres con Dios. La Iglesia C$ un " tcmplo ", porque en clla los · 
fieles SQn como' picdras vivicntcs consagra<las. a · Dios ; por ·10 mi~mo, cl ·Espiritu de 
Dios habita en ellos. Aqui encuentra 13. Iglesia su maximo punto de concentracion 
y wntisfo: Ja presencia de . Dios, . el In Cini to, en SU crcatura, csto cs, en los hom-
bres asociados fratemalmente entre si por la caridad. Estc es el centro de la ide~ 
del Reino de Dios, que quiere ser "todo, en todos" (1Cor15,28). · 

.. 
PAR lS Nuestra fe en el Espiritu Santo, que h::ibita en la santa Iglesia, ne·va a recordar 351 

esta dimension esencial de la misn~a: su santidad. (3) 

La primera menci6n, a este proposito, dcspucs de ·"Crislo, ~l Hijo clc Dios a quien, 352 
con el Padre y el Espiritu, llamados el solo Santo" (LG 39), ha .de ser nuevarnente de 
Maria, .. e n quien la ~glcsia admira y cnsalza cl fruto m:is csplcndido de fa rcdcnci6n , 

AR ·2 ~ contemplandola gozosamente co mo una purisima' imagc·n de lo que. ella misma, ~<.fa 
eritera, an.sia y espera ser" (SC 103). La verdadera santida<l es ta en la caridad, amor 
que nos mantiene unidos con Dios y con los hermanos. Por ella se construye el 
Reino que crece en este mundo! en la medida que crece la santidad. · 

AR 4 Ahora bien, "todos en la Iglesia , no obstante su c..livcrsicfad y cstado o funCi6n, 353 

co 180 
/ ( e 159 

He 136 
AH 2 
co 18 3 
Ile l J 5 

son llamados a la plcnitud de la vida cristiana y a la pcrfecci6n de la caridad" (LG 
40) (4). 

El Concilio Vaticano II accntu6 ·rucrtemcnl\! csta voc:.icion de todos los mir m­
brqs de la Iglesia a la santiclad, hacienda \'Cr quc a toc!o5 5e d irige b palab:a <lei Se­
nor: "Sed pues, V050tros pcrfcctos, co mo \'UCStro Pil<lrc C\!lcstial cs perfecta .. (!\H ~.48) 
(5); y que la santic.lad cristiana, quc consistc en el a:no r de Dios y.el pr6jimo, en el 
Seb'Uimiento de Jesus, es Ja mi$ma p:ira todos; aunquc var fa en SUS medics y c:.-prc­
sioncs "en los multiples generos de .vida y ocupacioncs" (LG 41). 

En este contcxto y ante la exigenci:i de ur.a espfritualidad sincera y ev~ngeli.­
ca para los laicos, sc entiende la exigcncia pastoral c.le la santidad en quiencs, como 
Qbispos y Prcsbiteros, !cs h :m de comunicar la Pal:lbra de vida (LG 41)_. 

· De un modo particular, la ·vida ·consagracla, cs un· don dcl Espiritu S.:mto a la 
Iglesia y se situa c.lcntro de su dinamismo; de su bus4ucd.l <.le lo absolyto de Dios; de 
i;u d~seo de santidad (6). · · 

Por !idelidad a las exigcncias de su consagro.Ci6n, han clc vivir celebnrndo cl n1is~ 
terio de la ~ncamaci6n, a.nonadandose a si tnis:nos por la rircncb. sincera y cons· 
tante de los consejos evangclicos. Puedcn .asumi r, d~~spucs de disccrnirlo, desde la 

(1) CC Er 2,11·20 
(2) Cf LC 6; 1 Pe 2,4·10 
(3) Cf Rm 1,7; 1Cor 1,2 
(4) CfLG39 
(S) Cf Mt 19,21 
(6) Cf EN 69 

56 . 

35·1 

355 

356 

357 

= ' ':"-" .. :, 
.,C• 

' i 

~ 

: i -. ' 

.. 
I 

~ • ... . ... 

Fi 
: I 
I ~ 

~-·-.r • -_..----- .. ..... -··· · . . . · ·: . . : ·- .. ... ---····· ·- - · -- ..... .. . . ·--- ··--- -
· ... ·~-· · -· ...... ~ .. ·~· . ..::.,_,. ·..:. .... ··-··· ...... - .. .: ... - ... . .. . . ... .. 



1.isi6n del Reino, todo lo humano. As•" cntran · <'n prqfunda comun;{m con todo.s los 
hombres; ticne con10 privile~iados ;t ·lvs . m;is pobrt':>, plldit'ndo cn:iqllt'l"t'l' a todl)S 

con los .. doncs dcl Seiler, dc.'sdr su comuni(rn vivicla:con Dios. 

. Su modo espccifico de evangclizar no es solo prcdicar. cxpiic:tamcn.t.e el mcnsaje 358 
Re 14 3 . salvifico sino tainbien y sobrc toe.lo; dar tcstiri10nio co11 su victa c1)1c:a, .dC'l sen ti do 

trascendent.31 de la existcncia. cristiana; de la fratcrnic.iad de los hombres y de. su mi, 
sion en la Iglesia, al con!ormar un to<lo coherenic que anuncia el Remo de Dios y la 
vida futura. 

/l f 9 ·14 3 

AR 2 

co 23 

v l:: 6.•7 

ME 24 

Honramos, ademas, a la bienaventurada Virgen Maria y · a" los Samo.:., recogiendo 359 
su testimonio de fe y · de amor e imitando las actitudcs con que .sigu1eron al Senor. 
Ya que "Dias manifie:sta a los hombres viva su prcse:ncia y su rostro en la vida de aque-
llos que, hombres como nosotros, sc transform:rn sin embargo mis pt'rf\!l.!tanwntc 
a imagen de Cristo ( 1 ). El mismo nos habla en cllos y nos ofrecc un signo de 

este Reino suyo hacia cl cual somos poderosamcnte atraidos con tan gran nube de 
testigos que nos cubre" (LG 50). 

"Asi, pues; la profesi6n cle los Consejos cvangelicos aparcce como un simbolo 
que pue~e y debe atraer eficazmente a todos los miembros. de. la lgiesta a cumplir sin 
dcsCallccimiento los c.leberes de la vida cristiana" (LG 44). . 

3.2. La lglesja, comunion vital y org:inica 

3.2.1. . Comunid.ad de fo, <.>SjH'r:rnza y Caridad (LG 8). La \'ida de la lglc>:"ia 
cn co:nunion 

Jesus . convoca en la I~!csia, a los hot~:bres, a ~na misma fc; 10s ac\~rca entre -si 
por la misma CS(lNant:a; los reunc por la mi5tn3 Caridad. Asi. l(jS v;1 tlld(•.; tcologale>s 
Cc.-r•;••·vc"' '-· --~--:-• ·· -··-•-~ .. .i" la .. : ; !-. d · •., l"l ~ .: .. {"' u"""•"WJ u •V -.:,,:,, .&Lu.4& .'! uu~u ... "'4L \A\.: YJ\..u... \.! !"' t> \.'~l-.l ~ /• 

360 

361 

Los fieles qui: vivcn con todos los hombres, so:nctidos a l:lm!si~:a o.pe1:rnc.1a n:s- 362 
t6nca, a los mismos enigmas c interrogante:s de la cx·istenc1a huma:-,..;. y q ;.K patticipa·n 
de las misma.s luchas, sc unen cntre si por la. interpretac16n, b.<i~_camente coml'm, 
que, d~sde su fe, hacc11 de esa cxistcncia y de es:i historia; se uncr. r:!mb!C-n, por la c:spc-

. ranza comun escat616gica de un mismo clestino. 

Aparcce convcnil•nte rc>.sc:.it:..ir, m:is ;,i!b de las t!idsio1ws, lus p10:\111dos -.:ontenidos 3G3 
de una misma .fo. para encontramos l'n elb y. lksdc»alll, busc.:ri.r rr.d:'I: comunes. nece-
sarias para el credmiento de la lgicsia y la consauccion . de una ~C'CH:;dad hum:ma 
mcjor. 

Jesus nos rcl:ne por la misma caridau . Ello pr .. ·supone qt:e t·: 1az0 bndam~:-.til 364 
con que unc .a sus fi.::k:; ·cs la comunil'J<:i(rn tic! ?nismo E,:;pintu i...::i Igks:.l ~onfigma 
en si un cucrpo, un pu('olo, en uniJ:id proiunda, porque sus m:~mbro:: , p>)r b cari-
dad que el Espiritu <lifunde ea sus corawncs ( 3 ). p:i.rticipr..n t!e1 ui11co y m1smo es- . 
piritu de Cristo, coma principio vital quc otqr:;a a todos la m1sma v;<la ( .i ) . 

(l) · Cf 2 Cor 3,18 
(2) C!Ter.1,3 
(3) er Rm 5.5 · . 
(4) er l Cor 12,lJ;'Ef 4, 4-5 
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p An & "" co"munion d1( loi ~antos. Po~ \:.>la rari<lad. los fil'il'5 S(! Unl'O <.:on Ol" ;,(; Ill. : ,,,_. 

rio110 e invisible. Es la "comunion quc rcina en todo el tucrpo m istit: o ck J' u1.:., . 
. to:' "(LG 50), en. \'irlud de la c~al Jos fit·ki,, con sus obras, su frimil~p los y o .;1<.. on<.'_.-. 

se iniercomunican bit.·ncs esp1ntuaics (1 ) ~ . Porq·u·~- -_las· obras. oradoncs y -i.. f : m ~ r: ­
tos inspirados en cl a:nor. aun cuando cmpiri,·amcnt c incfic.:accs y ap.1 ~ 1 ·1:: t 1r1fn'.e 
vanoa o inutile~;!. se tor:~an t~f1carl'.':i por <'I rio<kr d~I S1..•1\or. El hal·c m i- : , . . o1 rn·n:t• 
fccundo el_ amor de &us fll:les, .t:111tas \'t'Ct'S impot t'ntcs hu m:m:imt•nh• y ll·du. do:. a1 

simple dcseo que cxpresan en la orac:on. 

. . 
La intcrcomw)icaci6n <.le b1cnclo <'snitit uah:s sc ('slahh·r1• -cntrc !vs !1•' 1< qu(' pe>.· 

rcgrfnan en cste mundo y (·:H11..• dlo~ )·. ··1v:i !wrm:uws quc Sl' h:11lan 1: 11 l~ · ;.:lv 1; ;i1 •: . ·· ~l•~ o 

que aun est.an purificandosit.• J\.·spu~s ,fc la mut·rtc" (LG-51'). 

De aqui' la ·autent.icid::id de la practka cristiana <lt'l rulto a los i.;into~. p:u\ c u:a:· 
m~nte a la Virgen Marfa, ~tadre de: la _Iglesia y de to<..los los hombr<'s. Estt: l"lil!c,; ·.:e\a . 
a ;J~ lnvitacion :y 11 .. la invocac:on. Son nU<·~~ro motfolo t : ll t:I Sl'gl,iim:cnto dl· Cr : ~l.o y 

· £~ in~rccsion n'os a)•uc!a. Sabre toc!o :a dt! Santa . ~taria quc por riacer de uo:• uu:i~a 
einiguwda'caridad, adqui~r~ d!\"a"·!a s_ingul:u y uni\'crsal. 

3.2.2. Comunidad que cclcbra su Cc 

!i R 19 . La ll:lesia vive, cx;->rb~ y r<'aliza su coriwnit>n ell'.' ur. modo p::irtku ia . •' t: .a· , t'~t·· 
.:o 176 braci"C>n de lossacramcr.tos £s una comunidad 4ue :;e unc l'll la comun:~n ch:,:. m ~ ­
:_, 7 .4 m:i cclebr:icion y oraciiln. L:; cdcbraci6n litur;;ic;.i, cumhr<' ::i la cu.ii d~U• t '.4i111l'fitl· 

u c:-ndc 5U accion e\'ang,·!iz;.;,!ora y fuentc dl· Jondl! d im.ma su fu1·r7.J {SC i .J 1 n<. 1 , 

ce!cbracion pri\'ada sino- edc·:-ial. s:bno y J>rL·s,•rKia dt' l"Utnt:ni1">n con <' i :;, i:f,, !{f -u -. 
cita<lo, Saccrdote q4,£ J:berJ, rcconc1!1:i, intt-rccdc, alab:1 y c.~ra<l~ct! :it i">:.u . .!:t 1 '21 La 

· lglc~i~ c~l~bra · ia incc~porac 16 n -de J!UCvos hijns a la c"omuni<la<l de Jc~ ~, .i_ -, !Ta . 

· di<.inte el Bautismo qu?, l'."l-.::!:gur.indonos con la :llllL·rtc dd Sc"i1or, nos .:Ill ::1 1h . 1~ 1 . 
·cado y no' da !n ~u1·,·1 ,.;.,!:- ! ;~1·:· ~~?~e _d!· :w~o!ni! t-l l' 0:1~pr1 1:n !~~ C<· •;.\ · ~ · n• .:11 11·n· 
1.t• 1 co:no hijos cJe Dios y l11·r:1::1110s d1· lus hombrn ( 3"J. · 

365 

3GG 

367 

368 

. c :J8 

·.1E 2~ 
La cclcbracion U(' .l.3 Eucarutia_ S\Jpont:' la l"um\JniJad: l:.i COll\'IJL'a, ... ' .. . .:..-, • .J 3G'J 

• J{ 19 

acrccient<s;_· cs "signo de ur. i,:aJ y vinculo de car!d;,-:J" (SC -17) ." El Sl•l\l.:r 1: .. , d~J1. · 
en la Euciristia la mcmoz:i::i ti.: su uitima Cl'na y cl anunc{o ,:1~ :111 rcturn1J , . I l :o: l l 
23·21). . 

. Al cc·l<:brar · est~ ~..:l· r;i:-::l nto, <'! P~d> lo de I);'JS maH.:;.idv en ,\ L ·l,<i · t : l..i: 370 
m~~-nt.o quc neccsita llb<:r;.c:or., celcbra yor ani ic:ipado, "I? \·kt1uia 'y f . : . 1...n 10 

dtda muerte de Jesus" l SC- ,61 e u-:115lora ful·r~a.s p"ara su1>\~r:.ir cl p<:cad0 ck ,;-,~1·1.·t • ·a y 
la \'lOl<·ncia queromp<·nla ::.:monia de l:i ~orwi"\"<: ncia sod:1I. :\I l ·<'kbr ;'.r 1;;. i'::·lli·• <It> ; 

S~nor; p:isa de la muc:tc a l..i n<l.i, dd cans;i:w:o :ii l>l'r\":l·iu; l'l~ t r.1 (·n .:um:.:· , .n \ t ;i. 

con Cristo (Jn 6, 56-57) y a traV(·s de t:I. con cl P.iJrc it.•n d E sji11 1tu ~;:1. - ., E . .;t:.i 
cqmunion lo compromcte a ' j, ir en comun;on ~on todo t:'I c.:~erpu .dl' .C: ~l•: <H· l "-' 
la Iglesia, sobre todo con " lui, pobrc:-, con lus tll·samp:irados. a quil'nt>s -:•m .• y. , . ; \"t-

(4 ). 

(J) Cf LG 49 
(2) Ct Mc 6 , 3-4 ·H 
(3) Ct Rm 6, 1 ·23 
(4) . Cl Bech 2,U-.47 
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ME 25 

CH 17 
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CH 17 
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PE. 66 
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. RD 6 . 
PAR 4 
EC 31 

. CH 17 
PAR 11 

ME 26 

Er 7.2 

En la Eucaristfa quc<l~m asumido~ ~us s·.1irimientos y bs mucrtes de! pueblo la­
tinoa.mcricano pnra · n.:tct·r :i una vida ~rneva. La Eucarist ia, pui~s . ·co mo actualizacion • 
·de la Pascua en cl hoy y aqui <le .nucsl ro aconte.ct'.r humane; comu rcalidad y pro­
clamacion de Cri~to, muerto y rcsucit:.Ldo, sicmprc prcsentc .h:!Sta el final <le los 
iiempos, sc torna fucntc y encrgia d.c libcradon cristiana, alime!1tO deJa . unidad ya 
existcntc y proyectada en perspectiva escatol6_gica. Por todo esto,· la Eucaristfa es 
una fiesta (1 ). 

3.2.3. Comuni6n orginica 

Jesus convoca y construye constantemchtc a su Iglesia, por su Espiritu. tam­
bien como comuni(rn extcrna, visible y ori;~inica. 

371 

372 

Visible, porqae en continui<lad y analogia con la Encarnacion del Verbo, en la · 373 
vida de la Iglesia; sacramcnto de salvacion, se ha <le manifcstar de forma hist6rica- . 
mente perceptible la prcscncia de! Espiritu que libera c impulsa la historia hac1a 

la unidad (~~· 

b rga nica. pues en la actividad y estruc tu:-a de b Iglesia ha de. aparccer hist.Ori.- 374 
camente no la \·ida d ispcrsa de di versos indi\'iduos, · sino la comunion y unidad in-
terior de sus miembros. La Iglesia cs la cxp::csi(Hi comunitaria. social, una y, por 
consiguiente organica, de su fc y ·dc su intcrna unidad en la caridad (3). · 

Para formar su Iglesia, como comumun vi~al y comunitla<l organica , Cristo le 
envia su espfritu y la· construyc sobre el funuamcnto de los Apc>stoks, que tienen 
por sucesores a lo:> Obi:;po.;, en l:l fum:i6n de regir al pueblo cristiano . Le otorga su 
Espiritu; co1~10 pri:lcipio vitai c int~·rior. Estc Espiritu. ~un distriln;ycndo cliversos do­
nes y ministerios y llcvnndo a los fielt:s por distintos caminos de. s::mtidad, impulsn a 
todos h~cia la profunda y vital comu~i6n (-1 }. El m~.smo asiste al cuerpo episcopal cie 
la Iglesia para qu~ cumpla c! se:vic!c Cn:!dam~n~al de gux-cb.: b ~::!!d::?.d dcl Pueb!o de 
Di·os, sin apagar el Espiritu ni uniformar b ric~ y cornplcja variec.i:ld de sus dones. s:!10 
·'discerniendolo ~~1du, para· quccfarsc: con lo bueno .. ( 1 Tes. 5,2 l; LG 12} . . 

El carisma y b imtituci6n no pueden SN renlic!:ides opu€·st:i.s ni dualisticamente 
dist:rndadas, pucs iHoccden de ~n misnw.Esplritu y por El construyt•n b comuni(>n de 
los creycntes (5 ). · 

375. 

376 

Los Obispos y c:l pu~bio ·crist i:rno de A .L. ar.iar., con particular afocto, al Sucesor 377 
de Pedro. el Sumo Pontif1ce. Ante todo .• pun1uc.- Cristo instituyo en su pcr:>ona el. 
principio y funqum<:nto pPrpetuo y visible~ <le b u:lid:i<l de fo y comumon {LG 18). El 
prei;idc la comuni<lad de amor ( 6 ). T<.imbien io recuerdan nuestros pueblos .porque, 
a pesar de las siluacionc·s anomalas en !:is rek1cioncs con la Santa Scdc. viv!das en loi; 
decenios ·de ·1a l!m:\:1cipaci6n, no sc dl's\·incula:-on c.!t• dla sino quc buscaroH unirSl' mas 
con el centre de la unidad cat6lka. La figur:.i de! Sumo Pont.ifke sc ha conservado 

(1) Cf Le 22, 1-1 ·20 
(2) lJnl,l -4 
(3) Cf 1Cor12, 27-28 
(4) er Er 4, 4-13 
(~) Cfl Cor 12, 4·6 
(6) Cf S. lgn;icio de Ant. Rm Prol. Funk I, 252 

-- -··---·-· -- -----·- ---------·--- ---·--··- ·--· - --· ··-· .. ·· ....... _....._ __ _ 



de un modo especial en A .L: r.omo simhoio tic u :1.i fc quc cxpre:.:unos en l:l ahcsion :.i 
su pcnlona. 

3.3. Jesus, por su Espiritu, fo.rtalcce y rcnucva a la It:lcsia 

La Iglesia cs sacramento universal <le salvacion y unidad. Evangcliza dan9o testi- · 378 
gc·30 monio de humildad y pohrez:i ·y .dcjfodose :cvangclizar y rcnovar .constantemente .. por .. 
=:r 1.4. Cristo y por su Espiritu. La Iglesia continua-en si misma la existencia de Cristo. 

:!R 18 Asi "como Cristo cumpli6 la rcd_enci6n en la pobrcza y en la pcr~ccuc:i6n, la 379 
BO ·13 lgclsia es llamada a scguir ese m·ismo ca1nino para comun'icar a 'los hombres los fru­

tos de la salvaci6n" (LG 8) ( 1 ): 

.1U 7 Por eso ha de dar testimpnio de "htimildad y abncg:ici6n" (ib). Como Cristo, 380 
co 24 quien al cvangeliz.ar a los pohrcs y levan tar a Jos oprimi<.los (Le 4,18), di6 un signo 
t:C 29 de mesianidad, lll Iglesia ''ahr~za a todos· los atligi<los por la dcbilidad huma'1a; mas . 

a(m, reconoce en los pobres y.- en los que sufren · ta· imagcn de . su fundador pobre. y · 
?E 71 pacicrite" (LG 8); · se d.irif~e a ellos .de mancra .prcfcrcntc '(m su -misi6n cvangelizadora 
,;H 17 y ofrece asi un sii:;no de su crcdibiliclad, ~I no buscar la gloria y cl po<lcr deeste 
no 22 mundo; al recoger en 1>u seno a qµie11cs no disponen d~ podcr, riquez3s ni eficacia 

terrena ( 2). 

Si bien la Iglesia c.ontinua la existencia de Cristo, sin embargo, no es Cristo. 
Es por El y para El (LG 3). Cristo asumio la pobrcza y c! dolor del mundo, mas en El 
no se hallo pecado. La l~lcsia, por cl ~ontrario, :ccibc en su prop10 seno a pccado­
res, y, a cxce:pcion de Maria, ninguno de sus fic-les pucde <.:rcerse sin culpa ( 3 ). 

Cristo asumio las tensioncs del mundo pero estas no llcgaron a escmdirlo en 
su ser, dP. modo quc hubicra en el algo no santo. La I~lcsia, en camhio, comunidad 
implantada en <:sta existcncia tcrrcstrc, rccogc ~n si misma Jos <.:o.nflictos de las 
culturas en las quc vive, las divisionrs de las socicd:idrs con las qu~ :.e c>ntrecruza y 
de las epoc.-:s de la historia por fas que transita. To~lo refluye 1?n clla mism:l debiii­
tando su propia cohesion intern a ( 4 ). 

Por su humana dcbilidad, pot su pobrcza y por cl p0c:ldo de sus micmbros; 1:1 
Iglesia neccsita ser const::mt~mcnte cvang~lizad::i, lil>cra<la y r('n~v<!da por l::i f uerza 

· dcl Espiritu. Sobre sus miembronecae la ley de una incesante rcnov:ici6n ( 5 ). 

La Iglesia "confort3da con el poder de la ~raci.:i de Dios ... para que persevere 
como esposa digna de su Senor" (LG 9), no cs el Reino de Dios en su plel)it.ud. es_ca­
tol6brica. En ella comienza.a."'c:rrrima·r el Reino y crece tambi·cn la cizana ( 6 J. · 

3.4. Breve recapit~lacion •. 

La Iglesia \!S cl lugar cspiritu:il ·dcsdc cl Cllal l>ios ~omil.!nz:.i a rL•:;t:1hll'l''-'r '<.•11 

(1) e f Mc .8. 3 l ·3 5 . 
(2) er Mt 5 , 3-12; Le 6, :.?0·23;~1t .25,40·45; 1C1Jr1,26 -31 
(3) er 1 Jn 1,8·10 . . 
(4) Ct 1 Corl, 11·12;6, 1·8;8, 1·6; 11, 17·22; Rm 13, l -7 
(5) Ct Ap 2, 4 -5 ; 2,16; 3,3; 3, lfH~ 
(6) · Cf LG 5; Mt 13, 24-30; Ap 2, 1·3,22 
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Cristo, su pliln ob$la1.:uliz:ldo por cl cg; ~.ismo dcl µccado: la union <le los hombres en-

. tre si, a traves de la in_tebrracion de todos los \'alorcs autenticos de la humanidad y la 
union de los hombres, por la fc, en la comunidad <le a.m·or que es Dios mismo. Mis­
terio s~cramcntal de comuni6n que hac~ prescnte a Dios en el mundo .. 

La·· Iglesia cs "mistcrio" y por lo mismo objcto de nucstra fe, obnubilado con 38G 
frecuencia .por la imperfccci6n y el pecado de sus mien.1bros. 

Por ser objeto de nuestra fe, cs tambicn ·contcnldo de evangelizaci6n. Ella es par- 38':' 
tc. del anuncio salvifico, aunquc solo e·n funci6n de la profcsi6n de fe en .el Padre, en 
Jesucristo, Hijo de Dios y en cl Espiritu. 'Asi 1a · cvangcliiacion no se <lcsccntn 
,de SU nucleo fundamental: Cristo y la Santisirna Trinidad. 

La consideraci6n del Antiguo Y. dcl Nuevo 'le.stamen.to ofrece un esguemade lectura 3i-. 
cristol6gica de la ·historia, a partir de la tension que permancntemente surge entrc la 
vocaci6n de la humanklad a la comunion, sus rupturas y la necesidad de liberaci6n y 

reconciliaci6n. 

No cnconframos estos trcs mornentos solo en la historia de. la hum:inidad sino 3$0 
tambi"en en nuestra Iglesia. 

Ella se situa en un nivC'l diverse del de bs culturas y las .socicdades: el de la ft"'~ 390 
a partir de la cucl se congregan los ficlcs cntrc si y con Dias. Por cso, la !glcsia n'a-
Iiza en si, ya durante esta histor.ia, una comuni6n. Sin comunion no habria Iglesia·. 
Pero no realiza en si la plena comuni6n y s~ntidad porque est:i acosada y debiJ:. 
tada por las rupturas y el pecado. Mientras pcrcgrina, su unidad y la. sa:1tidad de 
sus miembros scrfo imperf cctas. 

En los ficlcs de la Iglesia cntra cl cgoismo y cl odio .. Entre cllos. ~e da el m~·n- ;~~1 

tiroso, el quP profan:t ,~1 ;imor, d CJUP PS infa•l <1 <:u:.- 1<120<; fomili:l·!"<.>~. Pl soh!"'rbi{'· y ,.1 
<lVaro. Tambien cl oprcsor de sus hcrmanos. Ell:l ri:coge en su scno las c~mt r:Hhc,::. :· 
nes de 1o. · soded~ci C!I que vive y las idobtri:is de la cultma en que sc <.'n.c:irna. La 
comunida<l eclesi::il se encucncra ciividida por la bre.:: ha e:H!'\' ricos y pob1\'S que, n1 

c:mhargo, no ha de S(:r cri;;ida. <'ll un csqucnia chsi:;ta, con (?1 que> :;1? inle>q;1t·te id.-11· 
16gicamcnt{? la rt>alidad de la misma Iglesia. El :-;ccu!arismo no c:; algo exclusive; d~ 
una "modcrn.idad" quc hubil!ra dcjado intJct;i :1 ta l~lcsi:.i; la inju:;tic::i. no es un. h;·. 
cho exclusivo de la soci••dJd civil sino quc C';1tr:.i i·n l:i lgll•sia. a ·tr::wl;.s de h : :' ,•· ;:.: . 

dar.os que son tamb;en :;u.; micmbros. Por · toua c?~•o, :a Iglasio de A .L. dt•;-.,; .. 

las situaciones c.le pecado cxistc:nks, colol·anJo::e bajo <:l juicio de su proµia df'.m. ;;. 
cia. 

La constatacion dL·l µccado. dcntr0 <.I<' la lgll~::iia. no ha de lkvar n sus fi£>:e.• . . · 
un conformis1~10 cst:itko sino a la humild:.d; al. recono.:imiento de b nece:;;c!;.. ;; ci.­

una continua cvangclizacion, recknciori y r<:'n0vaci1:rn por p:trt~ dcl Senor; asi :!•:.-· 

mo los debe llevar a acreccntlr el impulso por rrconstruir .const:rntcmentc su int.i111~1 
unidat! de comunion, par.i podl..'r t·star ::i scrvicio c.le una nuc\·a civiiizacion, en la qlil' 
los pueblos de! Coritincntc reafirmcn su .fratcrnidad y rcbagan su intcrna unidad sobd.' 

· la base d~ la justicia. 

En un nivel divcrso, cl de la existencia <'n la fe, se conscrva y reitcra en la comu- :~~3 
nidad eclesial la pcrseverancia hist6rica del mi:itcrio dcl ma! y del pecado y ei anhc-
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lo por la total liberaci6n para una plenci.'comu'nic" ~on cl E:-:piritt'1 quc Lrbito. 1:;1 ~Ila y ... · .... · · 

entre los !ieles que la integran. 

4. EL l\UNISTEIUO DE EV A.l~GELIZACION 

La Iglesia es sacrainento de salvaci6n en Cris lo (LG 1 ). No ti enc !uz o eficacia 
propia e independiente sino que la. recibe de Cristo, "luz de. los pueblo!>" (1 ): Su sa­
c.ramentalidad .:es de indc)le ministerial: de pen de de Cristo y sirve a Cmto y a la hu· 

manidad. 

Cristo realiza la salvacion de los hombres hacicn<losc "sicrvo" (mm1stto, d:a­
cono). Para esto asume la condicion ·humana con to<los sus valores y con :as lm11-
tac!ones quc no implican pecado. 

La Iglesia. a su vez continua la ministcrialida<l de Cristo que l~a de. ser ,. por. io: 
tanto: encamada, d.e toda la Iglesia, diversificada y organica. 

394 

395 

396 

Encamada, para responder ~ las diversas neccsi<ladcs de la lgelsi<.i y de! mun· 39·7 
do; a las distintas regiones, situ~ciones. estados <le vida y. a l.os difetente~ g:upos 
humanos, particularmcnte los mas ncccsitados (2). 

De toda la Iglesia: Pablo VI . reitera la enst?franz::i d0l Coacilio V:wc:&n.:.l 11: ·.La 
lgles.ia cntera es misionera, b obra de la cvangelizacioa cs un dcber fundamental 
del Pueblo d.c Dios" (AG 35; E:'.'1 59) 

Por consi~iente, todos en el Pueblo de Dios son evangehzadon.::. Esi.c· p: inn­
pio es obvio .para Pablo Vi, porque "el quc ha si<lo evangelizado, evange1;za c> ~u \ez . 
Es impensab!e quc:? . un he~~~~ haya acog!d6 la Pal<:?.b~~--· sin co:we: tfr.::'e E-D algu!En 
que a su vez da tcstimonio y anuncil". (EN 24). (3) Principio no :010 e~p<'tu1at1vo 

sino p:actico, _que. ha de orientar la actividad pastoral. De cl .se s1gue que €-~ nHe~a­
rio organizar acciones pastorales evangelizadoras, basaclas en el Pueb!o c.it: · 010!\, 

evangelizador ( 4). 

Diversificada, porque todos part1c1p:m de la rn:s1on ~\'an:;clizado:a, (ll'IO de 
distintos modos. Cristo, raiz. y fuE':nte de todo minislcri'o, hace pa:t:opar a ~1)0;; 
de su capitalidad, esto es, de su potestad para presidir !a comunidad de .a . lgle~ia 
(5); Y· a otros de l~ multiforme varicdad de scrvicios y carismas, susC:;rndc:> po: el . 
E spfritu,' p~ra l~ edificacion de toda la Iglesia . AsL (·n cl si..·no. de b Ig'1csh sc.: rca­
lizan diyersas ta,,:-eas (EN 66). . · . . . ' . . 

~98 

3~~) 

400 

Organica, porque la diversida<l de tarcas y la v!1riedad <le mimster:,os exige, pa- 401 
ra no caer ·en el aislamiento,. la dispersion de fuerzas o el mdividua~ismo, ser ~nt€ · 

grado dentro de una pastoral organ ica dcl conjunto de la lglcs1a · diocc~ana, ieg.o - · 
nal o universaL La accion pastoral de la Iglesia ha de situ:J.rse, no obstantc la ten· 

(1) CfLc2,3:?;.LG1 

(2) er EN 30 

(3) Cf ib n. 13 

(4) Cf Hech l,9·11 
(5) Cf LG 10; AG 39 
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: · .. ·· . . . .· . ... . . . ~ .... : . . . ; . . . . . . . .. 
·:· ~·: '. .-~ ..•••. ~.~ .• -:. .. 7·. ·: · ••• ·.~ ' • .' :' :- . ·:-::~ : :-,··. •·•. • •••.• ,._ . . .. . •.. . • • : : : ... · si6n que cllo supone ( I}, en tfo pun to ql:(' satisfa~;-i a b- di1nensi6n· · simultanca-
mente universal y partitular .de la Iglesia. Quicn cv::mgeliza, ha· de haccrlo ~n 
la pcrspc,e;tiva de 13 Ii;icsia un·i.vcrsaf y particular ( 2 ). 

4.2. Finalidad de la .Evangclizacion 
. . 

La · .. evangcli~acion; cuy6 conccpto ha· sido ya ·br.evcmerit.e present.ado tiene como 4Q2 

}lE 48 deStinataria a toda la humanidad. Su !inalid~d es expresada por Pablo VI en terminos 
de ."novedad" o de "renovaci6n":· ·"Evangeli7.ar - ~ign.ifica; para la Iglesia, llevar la 
Buena Nue.va a todos los ambicntCs de la hum:midad, y, con su inHujo, transformar. 
desde dentio, renovar· la misma humanidad: "He aqui -quc hago ·nuevas tad.as las 
cosas,, (Ap 21,5; EN 18) . 

. La Evangelizacion siembra la "palabra"' evangelica, cuyo dinamismo se dcsarro- 403 
Ila ~n un proceso que va desdc la convcrsipn de la "condcncia" hasta su proyeccion 

. ' 

Re 95 

sobre las culturas y las sociedades que Cristo qui~re renovar con su Evangelic . 

4.2.1. Evangclizacion y conversion personal 

La.Jglesia t iende, como inmediato objetivo, a suscitar ~a desarrollar en el hom­
bre evangelizado, las virtudes de fc , espetanza y c:iridad. Este conjunto teologal cons­
tituye el nuclco de la existcncia cristiana, meta central de.la evangelizacion. 

La fe, la espcranz:i y la carid:ld por su ·,-nisma naturaleza, gencran actitudes de 
maxima profundidad: se situ:m en la rafz de la personalid:id e inspii"an, ·y de por si 
detcnninan, l:is restantcs actitudcs humanas. No constituycn un valor mas, al lo.do 
de otros, sino quc se situan en la r:iiz de toda la cscala de valorcs. 

Con estas actitudcs teologales, el hombre sc situa fondamentalmente ante Dios, 
revelado en Jesucris~o: per lo mismo, ellas qctcnni"nan la vision basica que tiene de 
}a totalid.ad de Ja Vida y dcl scntido de b mucrtc; de la historia y de SU destine. bs­
piran tambien opd9ncs radicalcs fi.:cntc al conjunto de las re:ilidadcs y los conflictos 
que le salen al pas9 en la existcncia. Porquc b actitud que asumimos c9n respecto a 
Dios -inas aun, al Dios que sc rcvcla- detcr.mina el modo fundamental . como asu-· 
miinos la· t.otalidad de la real_idad finita. 

404 

405 

406 . 

La fc, la esperanza y la ca.rid:i.d , · meti de la C\'~ngdizacion, constituyen "Ja adh~- 407 
Ne J.3.1 s10n al Reino, al .mundo nucvo, al nucvo cs~at!o · dC' cosas,. a la nucv::i manc-ra de ser, 

de vivir y de convivir juntps, que inaugura cl Evangclio'., (EN 23). Dicha adhesion im­
_plic~ una "desadhesi6n" del mundo viejo, d.: un rcino de supuestos valores· no cvan­
gclicos. Por eso prccisamente h:iy una ":conversion" · quc .. cs cl objetivo de ·la cvan­
geliiaci6~ ( 3 ). 

La conversion cs t.in proceso continuo, cr~cicnw· c inwgral. 

Continue, pucs ha de rctomarse· y rcnovarsc constanwmcntc en el acoritecer de 
la vida y ante los dcsaf ios de la existcncia. 

(1) Cf EN 61-64 
(2) Cf Nola No. 5 "Lo& Ministerioli en la Iglesia" 
(3) . Cf Rm 12; 1·2 
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. . · .. . . . . . . .. 
·· Cre~ientci: . . La· ·~vangeliz:icion ~us cita, comt.1 u;i a scmilb ::mojada en tierra, la vi­

da de fe, · espcranza y • carida<l . Los germcncs de cstas virtudes, · como los de otras, 
i)ucden qucdaf ihibido~ ol>staculizados .. R_equicrcn un cul tivo, por parte de .la accion 
pedsg6gica y ministerial de la lglcsia, quc ha de proseguir dando el alimcnto de la 
palabra y de la Eucaristfa al evangelizado. A su vez, cstC ha de contribu1r con su cs- · 
fuerzo personal. 

·~ '·-

N I 1 

PAR 5 

EC 28 

Integral: La evangelizacion busca suscitar una "tran.~formacion", una "novedad''=. 
"la novedad del bautismo" (EN 18), como signo de una vida nucva, de un hombre 
nuevo. 

El nucleo d·e esta rcnovacion comicnia en la co"ncicncia (EN ib), no cntendida co­
mo ·algo simplemente L11telectual, sino como ccntro de vida . Se trata de una vida nue­
va. La renovacion que busca la evnngclizaci6n se origi11a '~n el interior de la conc;iencia 
personal pero re traduce en la -actividad del hombre { 1) y por consig-..iiente en vida 
transformada ( 2). Se traduce en las formas de relaci6n con .los demas hombres : la 

.evangclizacion Ueva a una nueva manera de convivir· ( 3 ). Los germenes de . fe, espe-
. ranza y. caridad, por consiguiente, han de llegar n inspiiar la vida _entera, las diversas 

acti tudcs q ue requiere la c_onducta moral y sbcial, c!igna del hombre evangelizado y 

· ~autizado ( 4 ). 

4 .2.2 . Ingreso en ··la comu nidad cclesial 

410 

411 

412 

La evangelizacion lleva al evangelizado a ingres~ en la Iglesia mediante el bautis- 413 
mo, signo de vida nueva. La adhesion "al mLindo nuevo, a la nueva manera de ser, de 
vidr, de vivir · juntos, que . inaugura el Evangelio, ... no pucdc quedar ea algo abstrac-
to y desencarnado; se revela concretamcnte por media de una cntrada v1s'iblc en una 
comunidad de fieles. Asi pues, aquellos cuya vida sc ha transforrnado, entran en una . 
comunidad que es en si misma signo de la transformacion, signo de la novedad de vida: 
la Iglesia, s:icramento visible .de la sakacion" (EN 23). 

Para responder sicmpre mcjo r a su indolc de si~no y tcslimonio de salvacion y 
unidad, la l"'lcsia ha <le cv:mgclizarsc constante1ncntc a si misma, rc<.:obrarsc y re­
construirse. Por .ello , la evangclizaci6n, cuyo agc>nte tot:ll es el Pueblo de Dios, tiene 
como ciestinatario el mismo Pueblo. La evangclizaci6n ticne como objetivo la recons- · 
truccion constante de la Iglesia en su comunion, en su vitalidad yen su concxi6n orga-

. nica, indispensable para realizar su misi6n. Aqui esta la honda raz6n de ser del sacra­
mento de la penitencia, esto es, de su eficacia re:novaclora. 

414 

La Iglesia se evangeliza constantcmentc a si mism:i y c\·:mgd1z:i bs culturas Y. 415 
las sociedades,_ anunciando cl Reino de Dios y convocando a b comumon; en consc­
cuencia, denunciando las idolatrias y ofrcciendo e:l perd6n de Dios. 

(1) Cf EN 18 

(2) Cf EN 23 
(_3) . C!EN-18 

(4) er Er 4, 1·6 
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'The Anierican Jewish Conimittee 
165 East 56th. Street 
~ew York, N.Y. 10022 

PLaza 1-4000 ' 

oateJanu·ary 11, 1979 

TO: Rabbi 

FROM: Jacob 
Mark Tan~i..,\< 
Kovadl off ~ . 

/ . 
. . 

___ For approval 

~For your infonnation 

Please handle --
. Please talk to me about this 

--'----'-' 

Read and file - -
Returned as requested - -
Your conunents please 

~-

_ _ No need to return. 

Remarks: Please find ~nclosed xeroxes of the 
materials th~t I ju!>t mentiop~d · ~o you in· the 
elevator . Sorry if .I am pushy, but· I am ~:... :>·. · 
anxiously awaiting · the materials that Abe · · 
asked you . about in his memo. I badly need : · 
·the materials in : order ·to .have time · to · 
transtat.e -t _hem into Spa9ish and take them. 
along to Puebla with .me. · 

·Many thanks~ 

cc: Abe Karlikow 



·,.J. t .. 
1~• : ··;.- rl.~ .. ~'.t:'.i:.?.;·,: .· ~; ... I:~~··. '.;. ·-.·.:::·:: ·. • :':· ..... ,·; ."; ... ·. "''.'·· .'· ... •. ,;· ."i,'' -", • , -::..' ·.'. :'1':,','.':' I . .:,.:-.... ,· :·.:• '• ,. .• i•/ 

~P6oe.7if:.Visi(StirS OltJDebate 'in Mexico·. 
~· : .. ){!, 'JL •i1\• :4le!"'1'f '.' " ,!\ f•' .;.~j I · ; i' • . . ;• ' . " '· ... , • ·• ' '· .: 
~ )· ~:·:~L" .. . By !tfiitll~~ Sj'~foris .. · I_. 'f i .. '.. ',>] ·:·;~·~.·.::\ :..' .~i -~ .. ~:' : . . . I ··:. from un~~.~fo~t~~}~ ;gov~~n~e~t. ~Cft}\'; pla.~tng advel"tlsem,~~ts.~elcomJpg th~ 
~ :~r.~tSl>ecl~,l\~'Fb,\)'t•Mnrl4nPo!?/. "'ll; , t . \,~.'·~' lfg{< @f\ :'~~J.: . . · --'. . . clals.· ~· · .. · d.·.•I .. : .'. ·"· ; popeas .. a WSY ofmaklng.propagand~· 
~· MEXICO CJ'1;¥i Jnn, .7':!'."Whe9,Pope . , . ~ :·, .~ •. ·1~W~:l~~:·~1-·}"~· .. . . . "I wish the pope would perform a ·' for themselves. 
:;croh~ ll .~elc~l'"\es 4, .m~~s ln Mexico 1 . iik .<i'r:·'.',,·~k~{&~~'lf:~A"·' j.~@f·. ·~. .r- mlracJe .and . not come to Mexico,'' n Businessmen's groups, clamoring' 
:.Cit)'. s. ~~~cc. ~t~dl~~·~.a~ he plnns '9, ·.. t . :· f• . ··~·;~·<=;~~.t~~i;,: . l.' , · hara~sed presidential . al~e . sighed a for an ~udlencc with the pope, have 
.. do later !,,~I~ month, he, ~\11 vlola~e t~c . . s• .~ :r;;/ ·.~}m .. ; :~· . 't~ . tew dnys ago . . ·. : , . :: . .~ ,11 :•. ·:,. · . . offered _;. whatever . r~sources the. 
:.)'texl.~O!\ ~~?-~s.~ltu!l~.n ,., or , ~ ·.s.ev~:~,l , · ,< ·,~~;~ ~ · , ··._ . As.the first rumors started· coming ·church will require ltt .the coming; 
;.counts.·" 1 i ~i · ·· , :• •': " · · ij 'f" i ., · 1 %· •. ' .. ~;a~ l ~ ' lfrom Rome the government· went (m . ·weeks ·· ·· · · ; ·.· · '· J Pcil~ce1~?~I_jt· ffr(e)nf Ron{dTi-~onUf~. . :~fa;%.. · ~~·· · ~., .. , , '•' · the defcnsl~e a1id officials i1'peated:· · · · . ·A s~ran~e n~w bedfell~~ fo~- ·these; 
~because 1t Is llle~~l fo.r a l}On·Mextcan . 

1 
·m ·'q.. No. the pope ~ad n.ot been lnvlted to· consei:vaUves ls the recently legal,iz~d · 

;.lo celebrate a· ma.~ and ~.or n mpss.to - ;~. ·.Mexico.· Newspapcl' headlines .. ~dded . Mexlcan Communist Party; which has 
. be cclebrnted o~ts!de ~ ·· churc!t: The : 1% ~ .to . the discomfort l;>y blurting:. With . nlso annouriced it will prepare ~ pub·4 

· '.·!l\'IcxJcan state . •)"9ut~ .. : ev~ll· ~ave the '"" .. or . w~.t~<!..ut. Yl.sa, ~ohn Paci. II. Will · :' .uci _welcome for the pope. ·This wm 
. ,right to cpnf~~~a,te t~~ ~~\:ir~! . Pfl~ately . Come .. ' . . ': . • . ., . : r ' gjve the Commu~lst~ • a ; chance to I 
;.owned soccer .stadium.! .. v -. .•./ • · . •. · . . A foreign ministry ·offlclal produce~.1 .. make gains at t he expense of the gov· 
~: No·one b~Heve!J, .th ls WlllJl,appen, ot·.f a statement saying: "'The pope. h!IS ·> ernment par ty whlch as to remnin Si· I. 
'

1

courso,. but it · illustrates 'the 'Irony :Of· made no r~quest for a vis~, If he lllef!:. · lent because of the country's antlclerl· 
lthe pope's clto°Qsi~g·•ror' his flrsf papal' nn application; It will be handled like : col la,vs . . · . · 
:·~ourney · al:>oar<t ll country 'that has " . that .of any other tourist." · . ;:. '. For a furthel' whiff of Intrigue, the 
;:one of the l~•·&c~t Roman Catholic . . :· When the visit w~s confirmed, the'; ' pontiff's presence will 'inevitably af· , 
,1popu\~t;l-?n~ ·in .th~ world ~ut · never· embanassed govern~ent made a turn~ , ·~: feet . a deepening conflict within the · 

· :~heless . is· offlc(ally an tlcleric~l .. . For.: . :· .. a~out. . Although . ~exlcan. ~resident.• ,Mexican church. The major lty ot con-
.more ·than a ce~tury1 ·Mexico has r~ _. . . ,. . . . .. . . · . ·Jose LOpez Portlllo told reporters last: ~:::, ·ser\tatlve bishops has been campaign· 
:ru.sed to hilve · ~Pl.~mat19 ?elntlons . ·• . POPE JOHN PAUL II . . . . ."· week that diplomatic relnttor:is with ... .ing against the small group of prog•. 
,."'1th tpe Vatlca~: • :.,.. . . .. ._.. · . .' . ••• challenging traclltlons .... · · the Vatican would not ·be rees~abl· · · ~ resslvcs to the .. point ol crentlllg a' : 
: .. 'l'he ~ope ls travel mg to ~uch .appar· . . :. ~ !shed, he will me~t ·privately with the spilt within the hierarchy. . . .. 
•ently \tostllc .territory to .ltlaugurate · · · · , pontiff. : · . . . :, ;1 · • • ·· 
·:the third Latin · Amerlcari_..Bishops' ~orm when the reactionary, Spanish· ·. The Foreign Ministry, in turn, has ·,:,~: Ll\st year the co,nservatlves tried ~o : 
!Conference; on . Jan.· 26. Tp~ ·:.17·dny . domln~te~ church schemed aga1nst . cabled thorough lnstructlons t_p· lts Eu_. .: .. get the Vatican . to dump . Mex.lco.s 

. ii,neeUng •of the 'church' hierarchy :will. ' the republican governmon~ tlla~ had_. ... ropean emliassles and consulates to Is· .• .·: most c:ontroverlnl figure, tJte outsp~ , 
· ~hart the· ¢hurch's·:ioClal and ' p'o.Uitcal . · finally · fought off ·the · Spanish ~on: .' sue John Pnul II a "distinguished vlsl· :.-;· ken. ~nd popular Bl~.hop of · cu~rna·. 

~rote· In th.is overwheimfogly ·catholic. qu(!rors: Another nntlclerl.cal wave, af ; · tor's visa" should the Vatican apply., vaca, Sergio Mendez Arceo. The con· 
1cg1Qll·for the next decade Ttie· nc\v t.cr the 1910· revolution, caused the . Officials now hOpe that the· pope's ," . sei:vatlves lost that round. On ~~s re·. 
•4ctlvist' pope, nccordlng• to .~hurch· fn! church hierarchy to declare an un· · reported homework on the touchy.sll· · cent visit to Jlome, Met?-dex Arceo was 
~liers; is d.etermlned to .set the tone ·.of P~:~:d.~ted ! strlke th~~ ~asted three uation here wlll prevent him from given full papal su~port and t<?~d. to 
!(his ctuclal meeting. ·, .. · · ' :· ·: ' , Y • · . making any inadvertent remnrks that· stay. · . · · · 1

• 

•:, The fa.ct ~hat this Jnvolves . his st~p-'.. Oi)ly '.? ~he late 193~.s a!ter the no· might set off an nntl-clerlcal reaction._ Now the ·diffe1·cnt Cnthollc and con· 
.~in~ on l\l~xlcan &oil bas caused much , t orlous criste~o wars • did years of But a deeper worry in government servntlvcs clllcs in Mexico ar~ com· · 
tontrovcrsy hcl',C. : . . . ' . ... . . . bitter, bl?ody !1gbtlng between Catho· and liberal circles ls the scramble !or .. petlng for a visit and prefe~ably a pa· . 
it "You'd thlhk. the .. vlslt,or .was the lie guerrillas and of!lclall~ backccl ter· political mlleagu that has already be· , ~nl m~ss. Pui!bla, the bcauttful Sp:in-

: Spanish- co1iquerorr C01·tez", one ob· rorlsts cQine.to im en~. . gu'n, . . ·.- •Sh colonial town and the site of the 
~erver said: .. > · ·,·: . · · · To.day•tpe constitution still forbids . The open, they know, can dr~w the '.! ~!shop's conforence, is obviously on the 
·~ The reason for the cul'l'cnt Intense . priests . to. wear clerical garb, toll . • massive crowds which the govcrnme!lt . list, and Gund.n!lljai·a :md Oaxaca.are . 
'.debate Is thnt' although 90 percent of . church bcll.s, organize pro~essions or can only get by tl'ucking people tn·. ~trong passlb1\1t.lcs. The pope may 
iMexlco's population is Catholic nnd teach rellgiim in schools. Yet, ~tl'lppcd . ··rhc question is, who wlll capltaHzc . on ~vcn sco an _Ind~a~. co~munlty and a 

.. ~any at~ deeply,. d~v9ut; the · hls~9r1· i or ~~l its wealth and despite these re: this. .· ·. " · . . _ · .. · 1 · . • rodeo.: .· · · . . . . 
· · 'Qf tho .. church·stntc· '.conflict here · ts· strlctl~ns, the church still .has Im· In this country, where .politics has . Whatever .the outcome of tho blsh· 

1 ~nger''D,!}d lMqdl~r! tha•\"thnt '.of :'l!}Y , ' ~cnso influence and Js the only na· long been the government's domai!l; op's conference, his ~lslt wm excite 
,pthcr ~ou.ntr~ ~~ t~i.s ·C!lntincnt, . , : · : bonal o~ganlzatlon outsld~ the gov- there a rc. numero11~ clvlc groups that mauy Mexicans. A cm toon in ~ local 
.~ '.fh~re is ~d~sprcad spcculntion· e~nm~nt s .control. _ net as lobbies, mnny mnde up of con: paper cnptured the Mexican pntadox 
)Jere thnt the pope's. prcsi;ncc may · re· · The· plnnncd arrival . of the pope, servntl vcs operating 4nder the aus~ well. It showed a bureaucrat publicly · 
ytve th~ conflict.-. ! ·: .~ :· . . ' . .. ~ '" ;·; .; ·: ·.=. · therefore, has set off intense political plccs or the conservative bishops. ·: : . crltlclzl~g the pope's · visit.' but pri· . 
'I_, Ferocious rcllglou~r ipersecutloils be- .. , discussion, with heated polemics Jri Despite Pope John Pa\ll'S· progres~_ vately-clutchlng hie rosarY.~Jumptng I 
:~nn d~ring thf 19th c~ntu1;y l tberal"re: .... the press: and. awkward stntt!ments · slve image, conservntive groups are" ·for Joy. · · · . · ··.' -. :· - · · · '. · 
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RELIGION 

Las tendencias 
del papado de 
JuanPabloH 

: ~ un mes del comienzo de su pontifi­
. G';\ cado. Juan Pablo II no termina de 

sorprender a los miembros de la curia 
romana. Mientras por una pane se expresa 
como un firme defensor de la tradici6n 
religiosa y severo adversario del comu­
nismo, pOr la Otra derriba COD la mas 
completa soltora las formalidades del pro­
tocolo. A unos podra gustarle mas que a 
otros, pero sin duda. Juan Pablo II es un 
Papa con rostro propio. · 

Durante una audiencia que concedi6 a . 
los padres superiores de las principales· 
6rdenes religiosas -salesianos,.jesuitas, 
dominicos, benedictjnos, franciscanos,'· 
etc.- el Sumo Pontifice subray6 el valor 
de la tradici6n sin perjudicar la ·actualiza­
cion que supone el Concilio Vaticano II. 

··s; decimos que fa i·ida de la Iglesia 
-mantuvo el Papa- riene dos dimensio­
nes, la vertical (oraci611 a Dios) y la 
horizontal (compromiso social), las orde­
nes religiosas deben, sobre todo, tener en 
cuenla las dimensiones verticales. Hoy 
debe ser tambien as{." 

Segiin observadores del Vaticano, esta 
recomendaci6n papal para que las 6rde­
nes cultiven sobre todo la vida ·de oracion 
busca desalentar el interes activo que 
algunas de ellas ban expresado (directa e 
indirectamente) por las cuestiones politi­
cas. 

!f J Papa insisti6 en sos conceptos al 
afirmar a ·los superiores generates que 

"110 debeis temer recordar frecuente­
mente a vuestros hermanos que 11na 
pauso de verdadera adoraci6n ·a Dios 
tiene mas valor y rinde 1111 mejor Jruto 
espiritua/ que la mas intensa actividad, 
i11cluso la actividad apostofica", ana­
diendo que es mejor "no ceder a las 
radicalizaciones sociopolfticas, q11e a 
largo p/azo demuestran ser i11oportunas, · 
contraproducentes y causa de n11ei·os 
abusos''. 

Esta seria advertencia contra la politi­
zaci6n del clero sigue a la audiencia con­
cedida al obispo frances Maicel Lefebvre 
una semana antes. Lefebvre, quien fue 
suspendido hace dos ailos por Pablo VI. 
fue caJificado esta vez desde la radio 
vaticana como "la oveji//a perdida que el 
buen pastor siempre quiere vofrer a en­
contror": un comentario que pone en 
evidente tono menor las disidencias pasa­
Clas. 

tr. 
~~~~~te~.ifb'i~~~~~~~~~l:iiiiii~iiilAI~~~~~ 

El personal estilo de Juan Pablo .JI; mezclado entre los fie/es sin protocolo. 

Siendo el Papa un defensor del Concilio 
Vaticaoo II, no es hostil a las misas en 
latln porque "fos po/acos jamus o/11ida­
mos nuestra fengua madre, el latin ro­
mono". 

Carlo Confalonieri, un cardenal influ­
yente en tiempos de Paulo VI, coment6 
sin malicia: "Le ha bustado ctn mes para 
dar vuelto todo. El protocolo de siglos 
vo/6 en mil pedazos. S11 contacto con el 
pueblo e/ directo y abierto. Las ideas 
politicos: distintas de lo esperado, y esto 
es nado masque el pri11cipio: todos espe­
ran cambios mas profundos e11 la Igle­
sia" . . 

Cambiar, bien puede consistir en volver 
a valerse de lo bueno del pasado . . Al 
hacerse cargo del arzobispado romao'O. en 
San Juan de Letran, el Papa indico: ''Hay 
excesfra diferencia entre mis curas de 
Cracovia, lfenos de celo, pobres y her'ai­
cos, y /os sacerdotes vaticanos. Desde 
ahora deben acabarse los trajesfantasio-

. sos. Quiero so/dados de Dios, con cue/lo 
romano, i•estidos de negro y una cruz 
grande en el peclw, .v 110 1111 traje a la 
moda y mza cruz de oro n{imlscula com· 
prada en una joyerfa". 

A la vez, el Papa ha renunciado a la silla 
gestatoria y al "nos" mayestatico. Sobre 
este punio, se afirma que incluso 1Jeg6 a 
amenazar al.director de "L'Obsservatore 
Romano" con un traslado a un puesto 
menor, porque in~isti6 en divulgar uno de . 

sus discursos con el ···nos" al. que es 
refractario. 

n OS viejos funcionarios de) protocolo, 
I!:. aunque sin duda escandalizados por 
semejantes reformas, han debido ceder 
ante la real popularidad del Sumo Ponti-· 
fice, quien. con sus constantes "escopa­
das" para mezclarse con los fieles rosro 
reimplantar una antigua costumbre de la 
feligresia romana: dar una vuelta diaria 
por la plaza de San Pedro "para ver que 
no~·edades liene para ofrecer el 'Papa". 

El Papa afirma que la Santa Sede ~ebe 
tambien acentuar su vitalidad, y mientras 
ordena a ios jesuitas que aumenten el 
numero de las emisiones de Radio Vati­
cano dirigidas a los paises del Este critica 
el desordenado aumento de Ia burocracia 
interna (desde 1961. el mimero de em­
pleados aument6 de J.335 a 3.200). Sobre 
la Iglesia en el Tercer Mundo, estudia su 
futuro, asegurando que "America latina 
tiene el valor de u11 laborotorio para es1i1-
diar el comportamient<>. cristiano en 1ma 
sociedad hist6rica dada". 

Deportivo, de esplritu Iucbador. quiz.as 
hasta excesivarilente vital para la ceremo­
niosa parsimonia de la cu~a. el Papa Juan 
Pablo II se propone, al parecer. sacudir 
hasta los cimientos el edificio de las cos~ 
tumbres vaticanas. 0 

SS 
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f- ~~Iissing :Lan~age 
To the Editor: 

It was ironic that Pope John Paul II 
conveyed his Christmas blessings in 24 
languages, including Arabic, t?ut did . 
not use the language which could have 
been understood by the one in whose 
name the blessing was sought. 

-~ -

,' 

(Rabbi) JUDAH CAHN 
New York, Dec. 28, 1978 
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Chile. mqves to head off boycott + Bolivia · Padilla protects his ri ht flank 

Latin Letter Puerto Rican threat + Beagle Channel mediation Mexico Pop~'s visit 

Ecuador ·assassination plot + Nicaragua plebiscite dropped + Cuba as ro s attack 

Chile: new· cabinet 

President Pinochet's new labour minister 
has moved immediately to placate the 
AFL-CIO: he has armounced a programme 
for restoring essential trade union rights 
in an attempt tO head off the threatened 
boycott. 

The key appointment among President Augusto 
Pinochet's six new cabinet ministers is the labour 
minister, Jose ·Pinera Echenique. Harvard­
educated, but a 'Chicago boy' in his economic 
beliefs, he is closely linked to the economic 
'clan' of the Cruzat family. Until his appointment 
last week he was a director of the Bank of 
Santiago, consultant to Industrias Forestales and 
editor of the . magazine Economia y Sociedad. 
all of which enterprises ·belong to the Cruzat 
clan. He had been widely t ipped for the economy 
ministry, and the weekly Ercilla, to which he 
contributed regularly, leaked his appointment. 
His job is the delicate one of trying to persuade 
the United States union organisation, .the AFL· 

cro, to call off its threatened boycott of all 
Chilean trade (LAER VI, 48; LAPR XII, 49). 

Pinera was appointed to the post after members 
of the AFL·CIO leadership had · flatly refused to 
'waste time' talking to the stubborn incumbent, 
Vasco Costa. This message was given to finance 
minister Sergio de Castro when he went to 
Washington on 20 December for urgent · talks 
with AFL-CIO chief George Meany. The speed 
with which Costa was r~pl_aced is one more 
indication of how seriously Santiago is taking the 
threat. Pinera may be rather more diplomatic 
in. manner ·than his predecessor, ·who made no 
secret of his belief that strikes should remain 
permanently banned in Chile. But Pinera is 
firmly committed to the maintenance of the 
present economic policies, which offer little scope 
for greater trade union freedom. Nevertheless, 
Pinera moved rapidly to indicate the willingness 
of the regime to comply with Meany's reported 

conditions for lifting the boycott, which arc: 
free elections for union officers in all unions; 
freedom to hold union meetings without the 
presence of police, and without the subsequent 
detention of speakers; a return to the system of. 
levying union contributions directly from wages,. 
and the · re-establishment of free collective 
bargaining to determine \'(ages and conditions. 

At a meeting with trade union leaders on 2 
January, Pinera announced the immediate 
restoration of the Iight of assembly without 
previous permission, and spelled out the govern­
ment's programme for trade union normalisation. 
He promised a return to free collective bargain­
ing ·and the restoration of the right to strike. This 
latter concession will be hedged with certain 
restrictions. He .also reversed previous policy by 
saying ·unions would be allowed to collect mem­
bers' dues by a direct levy on wages, and said 
that new trade union elections would be held in 
the middle of this year. The minister left plenty 
of small print to be filJed in, and it is too early 
for the AFL·CIO to claim a complete victory, but 
_Tucapel Jimenez, a leader of the 'group of ten' 
unions, described the meeting as very positive. He 
said it was the first t ime an -official of the junta 
had recognised the se rious negative effect of t~e 
government's economic policy on lhe workers, 
and had admitted the need to restore trade union 
rights. A spoj<esman for the central chamber of 
commerce expressed the hope that the minister's 
announcements would provide the necessary · 
conditions for calling off the boycott. 

Before his appointment; Pifiera's line on the 
boycott had been to make light of it. In the last 
issue of Economia y Sociedad, he argued that the 
economic model was now strong enough to with­
stand the effects of the measure, which would 
prove impracticable and difficult to maintain, 
and could be circumvented relatively easily. He· 
conceded that it could be bad for small and 
medium producers, and warned that it might 
increase unemployment. In his attempts to 
mediate he .has the help of Peter Grace, the 
.pre$ident of the American Institute of Free 
Labour Development (AlFLD), who visited Chile 

.. 
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on 29 .December to offer his services. Pinera can 
also hope for some involuntary help from within 
the AFL-CIO, which is· 'split over the issue. One 
sector, headed by longshoremen's leader Thomas 
Gleason, · is afraid that the boycott may 
strengthen the position of Chile's left-led 'Com­
munist' unions, rather than the centre-right wing 
Christi.an Democrat 'group ·ohen' unions which 
the AFL-CIO backs. Gleason is hesitating to back 
the call for a total boycott, which has the support 
of Meany and Sol Cbaikin of the garment 
workers; instead . he may support a weaker 
resolution in favour of selective ~lackings: 

The i.ssue is to be resolved at the c:iRIT meeting 
in 8 January. In the meantime, Meany is encour­
aging his Chilean brothers to use the · threat to 
try to wring concessions from the government: 
In Latin America, the Brazilian unions are 
reported to have rejected the original ORIT 

resolution in favour of the boycott, b~t the 
Peruvians are equally predictably reported to 
have supported it. 

One · of the main new appointees, Roberto 
Kelly at the economy ' ministry, will not support 
a ·softer line with unions. Kelly, a retired naval 
captain, headed the state planning department, 
Odeplan, until this appointment; ·there, he 
advocated reducing unemployment by the simple 
method of reducing the employer's responsibility 
to his workforce, thereby encouraging greater 
mobility of Jabour (LAER VI, 17 & 19): He 
replaces Pablo Baraona, the only public reason 
for whose departure seems to have been his 
desire to return to private life to earn a better 
salary. Kelly is replaced ai Odeplan by his deputy, 
Miguel Kast. The mining minister, Enrique 
Valenzuela, is· replaced by a naval captain, Carlos 
Quinones, who will follow Valenzuela's line in 
fighting for the further denationalisation of the 
industry (LACR II, · 50). Quinones -had been · in 
charge of mining affairs in .the Magellanes region, 

. with special responsibility for oil exploration. 
Other changes are in education, where Vice­

Admiral Luis Niemann . hands over to Gonzalo 
Vial, and returns to ·active service. Vial is a 
founder and one-time director of the weekly 
Que Posa, which is closely Jinked to the right­
wing Catholic Opus · Dei movement. . In the 
housing ministry, retired army General Jaime 
Estrada . Leigh, who previously headed the 
national nuclear energy commission, takes on 
the job of trying to persuade private builders to 
invest in unprofitable public housing. 

Before the changes· were finally announced, on 
26 December, two other military ministers were 
rumoured to be on their way out. They _were 
Generals Cesar Benavides (defence); and Rene 
Vidal (secretary to the government). But the 
President . personally confirmed that both had 
his full confidence. 

Bolivia: no left tilt · 

President PadiUa is taking good care to 
cover him~If against the possibi!ity of 
ex-President Banzer rallying right-wing 
business and military opinion against his 
government. 

President David Padilla used his end-of-year 
message to correct any impression, which might 
have been created by recent . utterances (LAPR 

XII, 50), ·that his government might constitute 
an opening to the left. In a series .of important 
definitions, he said that . he woulq not end .the 
military occupation of the mines; that he did not 
propose to dissolve the campesino-military 
alliance;- and that he opposed the participation 
of trade union leaders as candidates in political 
elections. · · 

On a11 these issues he opposed the unanimous 
recommendations of the Bolivian political parties, 
presented to the .government during the last 
weeks of 1978. President Padilla was evidently 
on his guard against propagandists inside the 
armed forces, who see him as the Bolivian 
Kerensky planning to hand over the government 
to the left. · · 

In fact, Padilla suggested that his government 
would leave the future civilian government to 
take the most important strategic decisions facing 
Bolivia. This possibly means that he will seek to 
avoid a major devaluation, for example. How­
ever, be did cover himself by saying ·his govern­
ment :would not hesitate to take unpopular 
measures if necessary. 

Having slapped down the left; " President 
Padilla assured ihe business community of his 
fervent support for private enterprise and pro­
ductive industry. In' this, as in his other remarks, 
Padilla clearly had General Banzer in mind. The 
former President had been strangely silent in 
recent weeks, and popular rumour has it that he 
is gathering money and allies (both civilian and 
military) to block the read to elections. 

The only sweetener in the President's speech 
was a suggestion that he might be able to 
announce new oil discoveries during the first 
months of 1979. He also made it clear that he 
hoped. to use the fact that the Organisation of 
American States is to hold its annual general 
assembly in La Paz in April to build international _ . · ~ 

support for Bolivia's claim to a way to the sea.-'· 
It is, after aJI, the hundredth anniversary of the 
War of the Pacific, which led to the loss of the 
coast. He said . diplomatic relations with . Chile 
would not be restored until Chile ended its 
demand for an exchange of territory as the 
appropriate solution to the problem. 
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--------------------"""'""""''""------"!! . general, and Rear-Admiral Hector 

'Belfast' warning on Puerto Rico 
Puerto Rico: Another Belfast is likely 
to emerge in Puerto Rico if the 
United States does not come up with 
a policy for its 'decolonisation,' a 
former senior Puerto Rican official 
writes in the winter issue of Foreign 
Policy. 'The problem of Puerto Rico 
is colonialism,' says Jose Cabranes, 
who served as &pedal counsel and 
Washington representative for former 
governor Rafael Hem:indez Colon. 
'Decolonisation stands at the front and 
centre of the island's politics and its 
relations with the United States,' 
Cabranes says. 

According to the article, 'Puerto 
Rico: Out of the Colonial Closet,' the 
need for decolonisation is crystal 
clear. Becnuse of its lack of con­
gressional representation and its 
economic dominance by the United 
States, Puerto Rico can only be con· 
sidered ·a colony, and almost all of 
the island's political leaders now admit 
this. Cabranes criticises the absence of 
any official United States policy to 
'lift the · enormous psychological 
burden of decades of dependency and 
political inferiority.' 

Mainland benefits 

to the unanimous Puerto Ric.:m call 
for ch:inge. Although President Carter 
promised last July 'to support what­
ever decision the people of Puerto 
Rico reach,' and United Nations 
Ambassador Andrew Young asserted 
that 'the United St.ates would do 
nothing to stand in the way' of United 
Nations observers at the proposed 
1981 Puerto Rican political referen· 
dum on status, the actions of United 
States officials during the UN hearings 
'suggested that the Carter and Young 
statements had no substance beneath 
them,' according to Cabrancs. 

While mam:ger of Hern:indez 
Col6n's Washington office, Cabranes 
identified strongly v.ith the auto­
nomista wing of the PPO. When 
Hern:indez Col6n lost the 1976 guber· 
natorial election, Cabranes returned 
to his alma mater, Yale University. 
where he is now general counsel. He 
has recently been pablicly associated 
with the pro-statehood Democrats, led 
by Franklin Delano L6pez and 
Re.'>ident Commissioner Baltasar Cor­
rada de! Rio, who have made the 
island's political status an i$SUe in 
the United States and have the 
sympathetic ear of Jimmy Carter. The 

Cabraoe3 traces ·the ongms of radical shirt in Cabranes' status 
Puerto R ico's present commonwealth preference apparently results from his 
status, the creation of Luis Muiioz belief that the interdeoendence of 
Marin, the populist figure whose Puerto Rico and the Unhed States is 
Partido Popular Democratico (PPD) inevitable and that statehood would 
won control of the isl:md's legislature bring Puerto Ricans ma:idmum 
in 1940 with a commitment to 'bre.ad, political rights. 

' Calderon Salauir has been appointed 
vice-admiral. 

Six army colonels have been 
promoted to brigadier-general, as 
follows: Manuel Guerrero Paz, 
Hem:in Hurtado Vallejo, Ricardo 
Jos6 Medina Escobar, Luis Alberto 
Andrade Anaya, Diego Gonzalez 
Ossa and Guillermo de la Cruz 
Amaya. General Andrade has been 
appointed commander of the seventh 
army brigade, and General Guerrero 
is now deputy chief of staff' o( the 
army. Captain Jose Gomez Avila has 
been promoted to rear-admiral and 
appointed director of matfriel of the 
navy. 

Air force Colonel Alfredo Ortega 
Caicedo will be promoted to brigadier­
gooe.ral later this year and Captain 
Enrique Grau Araujo will be ap­
pointed rear-admiral. The commander 
of the Bogota police, Colonel Jorge 
Enrique Bulla Quintana, has been 
replaced by Colonel Hernando 
S<ichica Aponte. 

General Guerrero, as a colonel, 
presided over the court martial which 
sentenced five civilians to more than 
100 :rears' imprisonment for the as­
sas$ination of General Ram6n Arturo 
Rinc6n Quinones in 1975 (LA X, 5 & 
7). This decision has finally been 
overturned by the civilian courts, 
and the accused completely exonera· 
tee!. General Afanador, as the 
attorney-general's delegate for the 
armed forces, is very much involved 
in the investigation into allegations 
that members of militarv intelligence 
tortured suspected guerrillas during 
interrogation (LAPn XII, 46). 0 

Cuba: The number of Cuban tech­
nicians, specialists and political ad­
visers working in Angola is to be 
raised to 10,700 this vear, Ramiro 
Valdes, vice-president of the council 
of state, said recently after a meeting 
in Havana of the Cuban-Angolan 
mixed commission. O 

land and liberty.' This relationship The Cabranes article, however, does 
has been of significant economic bene>- not overtly favour statehood. His 
fit to the Urutcd States. By 1977. purpose is to prod the State Depart­
Cabranes writes, Puerto Rico's annual . mcnt into developini; a more agsres­
purchases from the mainland had sive position on the issue. Despite its 
soared to more than usS3.9bn. Pur- many virtues, the article's major error 
chases of United States consumer is that it follows the traditional habit 
goods per head of population were of Puerto Rican leaders in looking .to Dominica: The Caribbean island of 
higher than those 'Of any other coun- Washington for a solution to the Dominica became the 151st member 
try. Total United States investment island's future. D of the United Nations on 6 Decem-
on the island was estimated at ber. Dominica became the second 
usS15bn; the 1950s and 1960s had seen smallest nation in the United Nations. 
the arrival of 'runaway' textile nnd v..ith a population of only 60,000. O 
electronics oorporations drawn· by the For the record 
island's low-wage labour market. Colomb!a: Jose Gonzalo Forero Del- Parnguay: The United States ambas· 

After describing the social bases of gadillo, the chairman of the joint sador, Robert White, attended the 
e<ich of the three major political chiefs of staff, has been promoted to ·inauguration of the first human rights 
tendencies on . the island-those three-star (or sun, in the Colombian conference held in Paraguay during 
favouring commonwealth status, state- case) general by President Turbay, 9-10 December, organised by the 
hood and independence-Cabrancs subject to approval by the senate. · Commi$Sion for the Defence of 
argues that the Puerto Rican sense Vice-Admiral Gliidberto Barona Silva Human Rights in Paraguay. 0 
of powerlessness has been deepened has been promoted to full admiral, 
in recent years by the economic ·dis- thereby becoming orlly the fifth 
location resulting from the island's Colombian to hold this rank. Admiral 
massive financial problems. This Barona has been appointed com­

·rrustration, be says, led Puerto Ricans mander of the navy. Major-General 
to realise that .their colonial condition Raul Alberto ·Paredes Diago has 
had to change, and the statehood and been promoted to full general, and 
commonwealth advocates came out has replaced General Alfonso 
of the colonial closet at the United Rodriguez Rubiano as commander of 
Nations last September (LAPR XTT, 36). the air force. Brigadier-Generals 

The article hits hard at what Francisco Afanador Cabrera and 
Cabrane.'> sees as Washington's diplo· Angel Marra G6mez Jauregui (air 
mat.ic nearsightedness in responding force) have been promoted to major-
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Correction __ , 
Peru: Jn the storY on arms limitation 
talks (Latin Letter XII, 47) it was 
inadvertently suggested that Peru was 
planning to acquire the .rights to pl'o­
duce 'the supersonic Israeli aircraft, 
the Kfir, as well as improved versions 
of the Mirage III and V'. In fact, the 
Kfir is the improved version of the 
Mirage TIT and V. 0 
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Beagle Channel: divine 

intervention 

Both Argentina and Chile seem anxious 
to make concessions in order to smooth 
the path of the papal envoy, but he is still 
at the stage of trying to get negotiations 
restarted in a tense and hostile climate. · 

Cardinal Antonio S~more, like a hybrid of Pope 
Alexander VI and · Henry Kissinger, spent the 
last days of 1978 and the first of 1979 shuttling 
between Buenos Aires and Santiago in an effort 
to avert war in the South Atlantic. For the first 
time since May, when the result of the inter­
national arbitration · was announced, the two 
parties to the Beagle Channel dispute seem to 
be making substantive concessions, which could 
conceivably lead to a settlement. Cardinal Samore 
is a veteran of Latin American diplomacy. He 
was papal nuncio in Bogota and other Latin 
American capit·als in his younger days (he is now 

· 73) and played an important part in setting up 
the Conferencia del Episcopado Latinoamericano 
(Celam), which is responsible for the coming 
bishops' meeting in Puebla, Mexico. 

Samore first listened to the positions of the 
. two sides and then suggested a possible formula 
which might lead to ·a settlement. This included 

.recognition of Chile's right to the three disputed 
islands, Lennox, Nueva and Picton, but limited 
Chile's maritime claims, which are based on 
the new angles of projection resulting from the 
arbitration. According ·to the Financial Time.t. 
correspondent, · Robert Lindley, Argentina is 
willing to recognise Chilean sovereignty over the 
islands, provided Chile concedes ./ a sovereign 
corridor giving Argentina access to the navai 
base of Ushuaia without sailing through Chilean 
territorial waters. Argentina is also demanding 
sovereignty over some of the smaller islets to 
the south of Nueva. 

The cardinal is being extremely cautious in his 
public utterances. He is not willing to see more 
than 'a glimmer of light', . and emphasises that 
his main concern at present is to get the parties 
back to the negotiating table. It seems clear-that 
both Presidents favour a negotiated solution, but 

. Videla remains under heavy pressure from his 
generals to seek a military solution. War is 
probably out of the question, however, while 
Cardinal Sarno re remains in the . area offering 
mediation. The cardinal did indicate that later, 
when he· had made his report, Pope John Paul II 
.might offer to arbitrate between the two sides. 
1n such a case, perhaps the only precedent might 
be the Treaty' of Tordesillas in 1493, when Pope 

Alexander VI decided on the conflicting colonial 
claims of ·the Catholic monarchs of Portugal and 
Spain by drawing an imaginary line from north to 
south, 370 leagues west of the Azores. 

One Argentine general said that if Pre5ident · 
Pinoc~et did not accept Argentina's 'final offer', 
there would certainly be a war. But it seems 
likely that there is considerable room for talking 
before Samore gives it up as a . bad job. In the 
meantime, the Argentine authorities in. the war 
zone continue to make threatening· rioises, and 
to arrest and harass Chilean residents. 

Mexico: divine headache 

The announcement of the Pope's· forth­
coming visit to Mexico has been received 
with unrestrained glee by the Church, the 
private sector a'1d the right in general, 
but with some concern by the government. 

It was four days before the government produced 
any official reactfon to the announcement, made 
just before Chr·istmas, that Pope John Paul II 
was to visit Mexico at the end of January to 
open the ·third Latin American bishops' confer­
ence (Celam) in Puebla. Mexicans have just 
undergone one remarkable historical experience 
-;the first visit by a King of Spain last November 
(LAPR XII, 47). But the first-ever visit by a Pope 
is a different matter, giv~n the century and a 
quarter of bitter dispute between Church and 
State after independence from Spain. Fears -that 
the visit might resurrect -these bitter divisions 
make it a real headache for the government, 
and indeed may well ·have·delayed the announce­
ment until only a month before it was due. 

When H came on 26 December, the govern­
ment's official reaction made clear just how 
uneasy ·it was. In the communique read by Presi­
dent Jose L6pez Portillo's senior cabinet minis-
ter, J esus Reyes Heroles, minister of Gobernaci6n 
(the interior), the government said the Pope 
would be treated as a 'distinguished visitor', not 
a visiting head of state, as he would 1n every 
other Latin American country. That dis~sed of 
the difficult protocol problem of how the Pope 
should be treated by Mexico, a constitutionally .f · 

secular state, and the only fervently Roman 
Catholic country in the world which has no 
relations :with the Vatican. 

More awkward still, however, are the political 
problems posed by the visit. In a characteristi­
cally pithy comment, Reyes Heroics said: 'There 
are no problems of faith. There may be problems 
of political attitudes in the name of faith.' 
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Although there have ·been · objections to . the 
Pope's visit from certain sections of the left, the 
minister declared with emphasis ithat it in no 
way ·invalidated 'the Mexican solution to the 
problem of Church-State separation, a separation 
which remains inviolable'. In a clear reference 
to the bloody ·feuds of the past, particularly in 
the 1920s and 1930s, between religious and anti­
.clerical forces, Reyes Heroles said: 'Existing 
legislation Will be followed in spirit, but without 
excesses from either side. That is, no acts 
contrary to our Church-State separation, but 
also n.o excessive severity which had its origins 
in a stage of struggle now fortunately long gone.' 

If ·the government's .flexibility over existing 
legislation means what it seems to, then the 
Pope will probably be allowed to .travel in an 
open car from Mexico City's airpor:t, where he 
arrives on 26 January, to the Basilica of 
Guadalupe, Mexico's most holy shrine, where he 
will celebrate Mass and open the Celam confer­
ence. He may also travel in an open car the 
130 kilometres from Mexico Ci-ty to ·Puebla th~ 
following day, a route which religious organis" 

. ations have said they . will ·line shoulder to 
shoulder the whole way. This would violate the 
law which prohibits priests, lo\vly or exalted, 
from appearing in their habits in public. 

The government may also allow another law 
to be broken, which ·says that religious cere­
monies may not be held in public outside 
churches. Religious organisations are pushing 
hard for public services and blessings to be held 
in large sports stadiums in both Mexico City and 
Puebla. Like many Mexican laws, however, .the 

. country's anticlerical legislation -is not always 
rigorously applied in ·practice, and the govern­
ment turns a blind eye. to many violatfons. But 
the government can hardly turn a ·b]iqd eye to 
the Pope, so the Mexican Church may be fined 
a nominal 50 pesos .ff it breaks the law ·by holding 
a religious service in public. The government will 
probably choose to ignore the law which forbids 
foreign priests to practi~ religion in Mexico. It 
remains to be seen whether it will obey the law 
which obliges the state to .take over any building 
other than a church used for a religious cere­
mony. The capital's Aztec stadium belongs to the 
privately-owned Televisa television consortium. 

President L6pez ·Portillo is expected to have ·a 
private meeting with the ·Pope, but not to go to 
the airport to greet him, nor .to attend ariy 
religious ceremonies. However, he has created a 
new post, his personal representative to the Pope, 
and appointed Jorge Martinez G6rnez del Campo. 
formerly director of the Banco de Fomento 
Cooperativo. An unexpected group at ·the airport 
will be the leaders of .the Mexican Communist 
Par.ty, ·which last year called for full political 
rights to be restored 1o priests. The par.ty has 

also joined with right-wing pressure groups in 
demanding that diplomatic relations should be 
established with the Vatican. · 

During his five days in Mexico ·the Pope is 
expected to go to 'both Guadalajara and Oaxaca, 
where he will meet ·Indian communities. Con­
servative forces, both in and out of ·the Mexican 
Church, are already trying to use ·his visit to 
their own advantage, as are more progressive 
groups. The extent ·to :which the government can 
damp down the political aspects of ·the visit will . 
depend to a great extent on -the Pope him.self. 
Although he has already established a reputation 
in R·ome as a gregarious and sociable man, it is 
not yet clear whether he has appreciated that 
Mexico's fervent Catholicism is not a~ integral 
part of its strong nationalist ·feelings, as it is in 
his native Poland. · 

The only religious ·group -in Mexico apparently 
unconcerned about the Pope's visit is the extreme 
conservative Un1i6n Cat6Iica Trento, which re­

. garded Paul VI as an apostate and heretic, and 
conshfors tht: papal throne vacant since his 
election. 

Ecuador: plot thickens 

There is mounting evidence that a deep­
laid political conspiracy underlay the 
assassination of Abdon Calderon Munoz 
in November. The government has 
attempted to allay suspicions -about its 
involvement. 

The dismissal of .the minister of the ·foterior, 
General Bolivar Jarrin Cahuefias, on 20 
December, was clearly connected with the 
assassination of the politician Abdon C1ilder6n 
Munoz three weeks earlier (LAPR XII, 49). Jn 
the intervening period, protests had grown at the 
apparent inability of the poJice (of which the 
interior minister is the head) to lay hands on 
the culprits, despite abundant evidence of their 
identity. Vice-Presidential candidate Osvaldo 
Hurtado, of the · Concentraci6n de Fuerzas 
Populares-Democracia Popular coalition, went 
so far as to describe General Jarrin as an 
'obstacle' to the electoral process, which is due to 
culminate in April 1979. Hurtado thereby gave 
expression to widespread fears that the assassina­
tion might be part of a conspiracy to frustrate 
the plans for returning power to civilian hands. 

Suspicions of a plot with some official involve­
ment were strengthened on 27 December, when 
the new interior minister, Rear-Admiral Victor 
Hugo Garces Pozo, admitted that one of the 
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suspects arrested in co'nnection with the Calderon 
case, Humberto Rivera Ortiz, ·was a member of 
the politic~! security branch of the police. Garces 
'';as quick to add that Rivera .was an 'infiltrator'. 
put there by extremist agitators, and that th~ 
police were in no way involved in the assassina­
tion. He also announced · that the head of the 
seven-member assassination squad ·was Abel 
Salazar, a lawyer who until September had been 
employed by the Guayaquil municipal govern-: 
ment: He had given himself up to the Quito 
police a few days earlier, and five of the suspects 
were reported to be in custody. 

Salazar had been the ·leader of a right-wing 
terrorist group known as Atala, which operated 
in the Guayaquil state .university a few years 
ago; apparently with· discreet support in high 
places. Among its members were Guillermo 
Mendez Baldeon and' Luis Garcia Almeida, the 
two-man team who, according to the police, were 
uctually responsible for the killing of Calder6n 
Munoz. Mendez had apparently told a friend in 
Ambato that he, too, was a se<:ret pol.ice agent, 
and that some very important people were 
involved in the conspiracy. Mendez was arrested 
on the strength of the friend's evidence, but 
Garcia remained at large this. week, and was 
thought to have left· the country . . 

The involvement of the Guayaquil municipal 
authorities in a series of terrorist outrages earlier 
in the year had beeri widely suspected, and 
Salazar at that time ·was legal adviser to the then 
mayor, GuillerJilo Molina Defranc. Mendez and 
Salazar \vere also alleged to be members of a 
strong-arm squad organised by the campaign 
managers· of Liberal presidential candidate Raul 
Clemente Huerta, who was. widely regarded as 
the representative of the Guayaquil commercial 
and fin~ncial oligarchy. His failure .to secure a 
place in next April's run-off would; on the face 
of it, give his supporters sufficient reason to 
sabotage the entire process by whatever means 
at their disposal. 

The governmen.t has promised a full investiga­
tion into the shadowy forces behi~d the murder 
of Calderon Munoz, and showed its good will 
by dismissing the head of the national police, 
General Albert'o Villamarin Ortiz, ·along with 
General Jarrin; he has l;>een replaced by his 
second-in-command, General Humberto Le6n 
Polo. One of of the first official acrs of the new 
interior minister was to sack the head of the 
Guayaquil criminal investigation department, 
sic, Colonel Silvio Arias Torres, who had so 
conspicuously failed to pick up the assassins• trail. 

The change of minister is unlikely to bring 
about any important changes in policy; a gap of 
almost 24 hours between the dismissal of General 
Jarrin and. the appointment of Admiral Garces 
was taken up with ·urgent consulations between 

the ruling triumvirate and the military high 
co~mand, so the new minister presumably has 
the backing of the armed forces . . These same 
military chiefs had assured General Jarrin of 
their unqualified support only a week before he 
was removed, so the permanence of the riew 
arrangements cannot be taken for granted. How­
ever, the commitment of the majority of senior 
officers to see the electoral process through 
appears to remain intact. 

To bolster their resolve, a group of prominent 
civilians, led by ex-Presidents Oalo Plaza Lasso 
an'd Clemente Yerovi, have set up a committee . 
to defend the re-establishment of democracy. 
This ·is committed to supporting the official time­
table, and rejects the call for a constituent 
assembly and the annulment of last Jul'y's elec- . 
tions which . has· ~ome from some of the main 
right-wing forces. 

Nicaragua: Tachito's theme . 

President Somoza is again ·calling the 
tune; the formal opposition and the inter­
national mediation effort are in almost 
total disarray. 

Nicaragua's new year began in much the same 
fash ion set by 1978 . . There were violent demon­
strations last Monday against the government of 
President Anastasio Somoza. Arm:ed youths were 
also reported to have clashed with Somoza's 
National Guard, leading to an as yet undeter­
mined number of deaths in Managua, Leon and 
Granada. These latest incidents came shortly 
after fighting last month in the north between 
the Guard and Sandinista guerrillas, apparently 
the most serious since September's civil war 
(LAPR XII, 50). 

The violence has again been intensifying after 
a temporary lull during the United States-led 
effort to mediate between Somoza and the Frente 
Amplio de Oposici6n (FAO). The mediation looks 
now to ·be on its last legs, if it has not co1lapsed 
altogether. Shortly before Christmas the rela­
tively liberal-minded FAO spokesman, Alfonso 
Robelo Callejas, said .that ·conversations with 
Somoza were 'dead'. Other FAO members, · how­
ever, have in the past seemed \villing to keep .y ' 

talking with the President no matter what con­
ditions . he might lay down for a settlement, and 
within this context of FAO disunity Somoza has 
now seized the initiative. 

Somoza feels himself in a position to make no 
concessions at all to the positions of both the FAO 

and the mediators; now he has thrown out the 
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·proposition for a plebiscite in February. Ironi­
cally Somoza, in November, first suggested a 
.plebiscite, . and the FAO and mediators took up 
the proposal. Last week the President rejected 
the proposition by claiming that the mediators' 
condition that the plebiscite should be inter­
nationally supervised was a 'juridical absurdity'. 

Somoza clearly has -no intention of :. signing 
away his family's dynasty to even the most 
conservative elements of the opposition; he 
seems happy "to take his cl:iances in any renewed 
offensive by the Sandinista guerrillas. Somoza's 
durability has dismayed the chief United States 
mediator, William G. Bowdler, who has been 
pushing for Somocismo sin Somoza. Bowdler is 
said to have been telling friends in the United 
States that he even favours a National Guard 
coup against Somoza as a prelude to a business­
backed regime. The ·Guard, however, is at least 
as hated as the President himself. 
· .Internationally, Somoza has been moving to . 

consolidate his position by maintaining close 
contacts with fellow members of the Consejo de 
Ejercitos Centroamericanos (Condeca). He 
recently had secret talks with the Presidents of 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, giving 
credence to speculation that Condeca would act 
on Somoza's behalf if requested. 

By virtue of the National Guard's superior 
strength in arms and numbers, Somoza could 
-probably contain a further all-out offensive by 
the Sandinistas. But the President's closer 
contacts with other Condeca members have, 
significantly, been made at a time of apparently 
increased unity among the three guerrilla 
factions. Speaking .in Mexico City last week, 
Tomas Borge, leader of the Guerra Popular 
Prolongada (GPP) faction, announced the reuni­
fication of the GPP with the Terccrista and 
Tend_encia Proletaria guerrilla groups:' For the 
time being, the Sandinistas also see·ffi to have 
opted for tactics of engaging the National Guard 
in small to medium-scale skirmishes, usually in 
areas bordering Honduras and Costa Rica. Local 
observers argue that the guerrillas still lack the 
necessary grassroots organisation to carry out 
another full offensive. 

The Sandinistas are also being hampered by 
continuing clean-up operations carried out by 
the Costa . Rican Civil Guard against guerrilla 
camps there. Somoza closed the border with 
Costa Rica on 26 December and threatened to 
invade the country unless the government in 
San Jose stepped up its anti-Sandinista opera­
tions. As well as .promptfog an appeal -to the OAS 

from Costa Rica for protection against a 
Nicaraguan invasion, Somoza's threat has also . 
intensified the current debate in Costa Rica on 
a rapid build-uj> of the country's armed forces 
(f.APR XII, 50). 

Cuba: on the. attack. 

Cuba's leaders celebrated the twentieth 
anniversary .of · the revolution with an 
ideological reaffirmation, taking the form 
of a blast at China and the United States. 

Diplomats who might have · thought that the 
changes in Cuba's system of economic manage­
ment {LAER VI, 50) and the programme for the 
release of political prisoners (LAPR XII, 49) signal- · 
led a change in the politics of the Cuban leader­
ship were treated to a · dose of HaYaru!-'S old 
one-two ·at the new year. In speeches to mark the 
twentieth anniversary of the revolution, President 
Fidel Castro and his brother Raw, the head -of 
the armed forces, delivered blistering attacks on 
the United States, Egypt and China. · 

Fidel Castro's speech. was delivered at a special 
session of the national assembly of people's po~er, 
held, according to the official account, 'to reiter~ 
a:te to the world the principles which ruJe Cuban 
foreign policy linked .to the forces of progress · 
and socialism'. To cries from the audience of 
'Fidel, Fidel, seguro, a los yanquis dales duro', 
Castro charged the United States with hypocrisy 
and causing the deaths of thousands of people 
in Latin America. Egypt was accused of betray­
ing the Palestinian cause, but ·the fiercest attacks 
were reserved for China. The diplomatic repre­
sentatives of all three countries walked out of 
the Karl Marx theatre -where the session was held. 

If any.thing, Raul Castro's speech, at a massive 
military parade in Havana, was even more criti­
cal of the Chinese. 'The new mandarins,' he said, 
had sold their revolutionary birthright for a mess 
of .pottage. Castro was referring to the recent · 
United States d~ision to re-establish diplomatic 
relations with China; the decision fo!lowed 
massive purchases by Peking of Western techno­
logy. Ralll said the West was pursuing with China 
the policy which it had applied to Nazi. Germany. 
Then, he said, the West ·had 'thrown against the 
USSR a war machine in the hands of chauvinists 
blinded by expansionist ambitions and dreams of 
world hegemony'. 

Both of the Castro brothers emphasised that 
Cuba would never follow the Chinese road, though 
there were soothing words, too, about a commit­
ment to peaceful coexistence between nations with 
different· sbctal systems: United States officials 
wduld do well to mark these words; for too long 
they had imagined that Cuba's African policy, for 
example, was negotiable. But they could take 
heart, too, on the question of peaceful coexistence. 
Despite the rapid deterioration in Cuban"Chinese 
relations, China continues to be an important 
trading par~ner of Cuba. 
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Argentina: The government has freed 192 people 
it had been holding without charge. Further" 
prisoners in this category are being put under 
house arrest, exiled, or given provisional liberty. 
Officials have voiced satisfaction at the December 
negotiations over the Malvinas/Falklands, which 
led to an agreement in principle on an outline 
scheme for scientific research on the islands. 

Brazil: President Geisel decreed at the end of the 
year that people banished from the country would 
become ordinary citizens once again. The cate­
gory of 'banished' was introduced for political 
prisoners released as · ransom for kidnapped 
ambassadors; it includes some of Brazil's most 
prominent union leaders. I t is not clear whether 
they will be allowed to return freely to Brazil. 

Colombia: The M-19 guerrilla group has claimed 
responsibility for a raid on ·the Brigada de Insti­
tutes Militares (BIM) military arsenal, north of 
Bogota, on 3 January, in which they seized more 
than 5,000 assorted arms. An M-19 press release 
bore the signature, for the first time, of Carlos 
Toledo Plata, a fonner Anapo congressman. 

Dominican RcpubJic: Widespread protests against 
the government, the first since it took office last 
August, have followed its decision to raise the 
price of petrol and other oil products. 

El Salvador: The Dutch manager of the local 
P!lilips subsidiary was released last month after 
being held for 36 days by FARN guerrillas (LAPR 

XII, 48). Philips is now reported to have paid a 
us$4m ransom, and Dutch ove~seas radio broad­
cast a lengthy guerrilla manifesto to El Salvador. 
Two British bankers and a Japanese industrialist 
are still being held by the FAR."l, which, in return 
for the ·businessmen, is demanding that the mili­
tary regime release five political prisoners. The 
government has claimed that it has no political 
prisoners (LAPR XII, 44 Latin Letter). 

Honduras: Valentin Mendoza, a member of the 
Partido Nacionalista (LAPR xrr. 32 & 47), has !been 
appointed to the key post of finance minister. 
Carlos Manuel Zeran ·is the new minister of econ­
omy, and Mendoza's .post at the ministry of 
economic planning ·is being taken over by Virgilio 
Oiceres Pineda (LAPR XII, ·35, Latin Letter). The 

chief of the central bank, Guillermo Bueso, who 
has been under continual pressure from the miti­
tary junta to resign, is reported to be looking for 
a new job (LAPR XII, 33). 

Latin America: Pope John Paul II is to make 
the first visit by a pontiff to Santo Domingo, 
where he will spend 12 hours on 25 January on 
his way to Mexico. The Pope has been invited 
to visit Guatemala after leaving Mexico, but has 
given no reply yet. Reports in the Colombian 
press, quoting Archbishop Rosendo Hues~ 
Pacheco of Puebla, Mexico, that the Pope would 
visit Brazil this year were received with surprise 
by the Brazilian bishops' conference. which said 
he had ·been invited for 1980. 

Mexico: United Nations secretary general Kurt 
Waldheim has been received by President LOpez 
Portillo and foreign minister Santiago Roel dur­
ing an unofficial visit to Mexico. He goes on to 
Jamaica and Cuba. 

Peru: The country's main labour unions, led by 
the Commtfnist CGTP, have called a general strike 
for 9·11 January. in protest against government 
economic policy. The price of petrol was increa5ed 
by up to 20% on 3 January. 

Peru: Vice-Admiral Jorge Parodi Galliani has 
been replaced as commander of the navy and 
member of the ruling junta by Vice-Admiral 
Carlos Tirado Alcorta. Rear-Admiral Jorg~ 

Villalobos Urquiaga has replaced Vice-Admiral 
Francisco Mariategui Angulo as minister of 
fisheries; Admiral Villalobos was formerly direc­
tor of the naval academy. Mariategui is the new 
inspector-general of the navy. President Morales 
Bermudez has also announced that foreign 
minister Jose de la Puente Radbill will be replaced 
at the end of January, presumably by Carlos 
Garcia Bedoya, the current ambassador in Wash­
ington. De la Puente has come under attack for 
his conciliatory attitude towards Chile, particularly 
over the arrest of four Chileans accused of spy­
ing in Peru just before Christmas. 

Puerto Rico: Secretary of state Reinaldo Pania­
gua, the cabinet's most influential figure, resigned 
last week, sparking a new crisis for the govern­
ment of Carlos Romero Barcelo. Paniagua's resig­
nation was preceded, a few weeks earlier, by those 
of the chief of police. Roberto Torres Gonzalez, 
and the president of the government's develop­
ment bank. Mariano Mier. 
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Draft: Suggestions for a press release ~
1

- ) to Bert Gold and Morton Yarmon 

"The Latin. American Catholic Bishop Conference of Pope 
· · John Paul II to the American Continent." 

American Jewish Committee ·representatives travelled to Puebla 

to express .their concern about the terminology re.f.~rr.ijjg to the 

Jewish · people which was included - in some of the CELAM conference 

working documents which did not reflect the spirit and substance 

of the guidelines and suggestions for· implementin& the counciliar 

declaration Nostra Aetate : .. ~.~1,Bi~:lis&i<l'w~~;;r~f.~p,~;e~~ ~£;~~~·-~H~'.. - .. : .. -1··-... - .. .. r~·.J.--· - ·-· · ... _ ·- _ "' _ .. ..... --·-·-- ~= ._ .. -; · 

Ecumenical Council II. 

'.tli€'' two· AJC representative 4 ;.". Mr. Serg~o Nudelstej er, Director 

of AJC's Central American Office and Mr. Jacob Kovadloff, Director 

of AJC's South American Office, joined the 3500 journalists and 

others who had come to Puebla as :~:" observers. 

Prior to the Conference the Pope ~et with the Mexican interfaith 

Committ~.e 
·- . 1. -~.: --~ • • • - - ..... - · ;......:---- .... _ _ • • . , .. .;..: ._, : . • •• 1 ·-·- ---:--:, 

which included a .'~~l~ga~ion '::-~~~e~tlenG_el)j:r_~1rr:C.o~~~itt_~~ / of 
- .. . -- .... ~ ~ ; - - ·- .__ - .- ..... - · : 

Mexican Jews. The delegation included Mr. Sergio Nudelsteje~ AJC 

Director in Mexico who also is General Director of the Central 
·- ·· 

Committee of Mexican Jews. The Jewish delega~ion presented the 

Pope with a beautiful silver plate with the date inscribed in Spanish 

and Hebrew. During his visits to to Guadalajara and Monterrey 

th~ Pope received Jewish community leaders from those two cities. 
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One of the 'presidents of the Puebla Conference, who 
is also M.IDOfX*X chairman of the Vatican Commission for Latin ·America, g~ 
Sebastiano Cardinal Paggio was presented a. let.ter by Mr. Kovadloff_, 

Dir:ector of South American Affairs at the AJC. The letter read as fad:lw 

fol..1.ows: "In the . name · of Mr. Richar Maass President, and Mr. Bert 

Gold executive· viRe-president and on behalf of the executives and 

members of the AJC, I have the honor to convey 
·- ·- --. ) 

! '. 

to your )'minence sincere wishes for the ·success of the deliberations 

;~ 

taking place in this city by many distinguis~hd personalities 

of the Catholic Church in Latin America as wel l as from the 

Vatican and many other coutries. 

May we kindly express to~~ur HolU,,ess Pope John 

. Q 
Paul II our cordial and respecful wel~ome t6 the American continent, 

this bein; hi; first trip abroad since~~cam~ntiff. We know 

~ ~ 
of the p~nd humanitarian activities of Pope John Paul II 

as a priest; bishop and archibishop of Crakow in h.is Diocese in 

we -are aware to his sympathy and regard 
his. hometown Polan~-·----· ' ) · 

for the masll ,number of the Jewish survivors of .the Holocout who 

returned to Crakow. His ·relationship . and fraternal regard for 1 N 1 

the Jewish civtims deserves our recognition. 
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Because of this the AjC as an institution which 

' has pioneered in promoting inter-religious dialogue in the 

U.S. as well as throghout the world follows with great interst 

the presence of Pope John Paul II in thfils continent, as well as the 

deliberations of the Puebla Conference in which the difficult problems 

affecting the world 700 million Catholics are being confronted. 

We pray for the successful achevement of those 

goals common to a l l: place, justice ·and harmony among Re6ple a.nd 

nations of the workd. As Jews we are hopeful that the spirit of the 

II Ecumenical Council and the Enciclical - Nosta Aetate (October 19, 

1965), as well as the guide~ines which resulted from a serious of 

important conferences including those of IJCIC and the CEI.AM in 

Medeliin 10 years ago, will be strengthened and implimented 

co~ference. We invoke .the worll.s of P~hen. he 

" .. :S:spP;:;~~~.'' 

in this 

said 
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While in Puebla Mr. Kovadloff met with ·several 

_ La~~~~ican dignitaries including Monsignor George Mejia, 

Secretary for the Commission of Catholic-Jewish Relations. In 

response to the concern expressed regarding the working papers, 

Monsignor Mejia informed Mr . Kovadloff that he had presented an · 

alternative document relating to Ecumenism which referred specifically 

to resolutions regarding Judaism which were in the framework of the 

previous conferences. He .referred especially to efforts at 

promoting dialogue, text emendations and a strong condemnation 

of anti-Semit~sm. 

Other ·dignitaries with whom Mr. Kovadloff spoke 

were equally empa!uc in asserting that the Puebla Conference would 
continue in the spirit of the ecumeni·cal council and to 

ceatina-e reiterate the strong condemnation of religious intolerance 

voiced at the previous CEI.AM Conference ,... ' --- - . 
in Medellin o · 
.\ ··----·-- ·-----·---·~- -

(' 

Mr. Sergio Nudelstejer who also serve~ as 
, chairman ·on the Latim American conference on Soviet Jewry presented .a 
.· ~ 

.. lette;r-to the CEI.AM ex_ecutive~arm a tt1Elllotttadanl regarding the Jews 
iin the Soviet Union. 4· 

,_ ., / . 




