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date 20 February 1981
to Forelgn Affairs Depart:ment //

I’ /,‘/'—
from - Jacob Kovadloff _ > L /“

subject Meetings in Wash/mgton Human rights; ‘Argentinian AfFalrs,
Hispanic programs; Cuban trip.

CONFIDENTIAL

During my four-day stay in Washington, I had discussions with officizls
at the State Department, the Organizatim of Americah States (OAS), the
Apostolic deleggtion, and the Israeli Fmbassy, among others. The main.
subject of these ;:011versations was 1§he piight of political prisoners in
Chile and Argentina. _

I met with Msgr. Purcell, assistant to Papal Muncio Pio Laghi in
Washington, to request his help in the cases of two young prisoners--

Jose Miguel Benado Medvinsky and his companion, Claire Francis Wilson--

being held in Chilean jails. Since the Vatican recently mediated an
Argentinian-Chilean border dispute to Chile's satisfaction, I decided this
would be a good opportunity to broach these human rights cases with Msgr. Purcell-.-
Laghi, whom I know well (but who was in Maniila while I was in Washington)
workerd for years iwith gréa_t sucéess in freeing political prisoners in

Argeni:ina, and one hopes that Vatican efforts on behalf of the two Chileans

will prove as helpful..l also informed Msgr. Purcell about AJC activities

ai.méd at furthering Jewish—Catholi; dialogue with Hispanics -in this country,

a program in which he expressed great interest.
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-'At the Department of State i_met with seﬁeral.officials, including
Ray. Jorgensen of the Bureau of Human Rights and Hhmanitariah Affairs, |
In a two-heur meetiﬁg, I exchaﬁged infornmtion witﬁ this career diplomeg-:
Wﬁo now handles South American cases: He is aware of the plight of the -

two Chileans and some of the Argentinian desaparecidos whose names I

mentioned and said he would raise the metter with the appropriate State

Department desks. In Jorgensén's view, the U.S won't be out of the hu-

man rights picture under the Reagan Admlnlstrat ion, although human

rights will not be viewed‘as an issue separate from other American

foreign policy 1nterests .3orgensen Gas-anxious to learn from me what

I knew about developments in Argentina and:elsewhere in South America.
ey A A0 N A AS A THEE

the Argentine.section, about the latest anti-Semitic-ineidents there,

and with Peter Whitney of the Chile desk. I also saw George Lister, the

hunan rights expert who is adviser on human rlghts to the 1egal Division

of the State Department .

The plight of political prisoners and desaparecids in Argentina Wae

also the subject of my discussion with Ambassador Quijano, who represents
Argentina in the OAS. 1 told Quijano that there is widespread expectation of
a more favorable American‘attitude toward South American cquntries, among
the:- new.Administration officials, but that is pfecisely why we feel the
Argentinien Government should do its part to;demonétrate'real pregress on.
.mattere such as.the 1iberation'qflpolitical pfiSoners and explaﬁations
concerning the fate of those who have 'disappeared," to meke the-dyﬂq
Aiministfation‘s job easier. Quijano said these changes are not Iikely-to
occur before Generalv101a assumes the Argentlnlan pre51dency next menth

and new Mlnlsters are app01nted
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incidentally,_I was told_agéin in Washington that one of the three
leading candidates for the position of'FQfeign Minister in Argentina is Rafael
Martinez Raymonda, a law?er.who is a close personal friend of mine. I am'
happy to report that Martinez worked Elosely on certain.matters with AJC's
Buenos Aires office and attended several of our conferences on human rights..
He believes strongly in democratic ideals and may initiate important changes

in areas of concern to us in Argentina.

For the time being, however, the situation of the désapareCidos'continues'
to worry us and others.. At a meeting of the AJC and the International

Associates that I attended while in Washington, human rights activist Rabbi

Marshall Meyer of Argentina said he believes approximately 2000 désaparecidos

are still alive. But the Executive Director of the Inter-American Human

-Rights Commission of the OAS, Dr. Edmundo Vargas Carreno, told me that he's

not so confident about this. Vargas is very knowledgeable.about the entire

. situation and, in fact, got-a call from Mrs. Bronfman,the mother of one of

the Chilean prisoners,while she was visiting with AJC's Nives Fox in Paris.

Vérgas teld me he thinks new action in favor of Argentinian political prisoners
will foliow Viola's assumptidn of power.

But human rights are ﬁot.the main concern of Argentinian leaders,
acco}ding to-the new Naval Attaché to the Argentinian Embassy, Capt. -
Julio Garza, with whom I met. He spoke of the government's concern with
economic problems, includiﬁg rising unemployment and cost-of-living and the

fact that 26 banks went bankrupt in a 6-month period. _These-economid

-difficulties could,'he-feels, léad'eventually to social unrest.

ey
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-Another ceﬁtral theme in my discussions was the series of AJC
projects involving Hispanics in America, including a mass media
conferende about the image of Hispanics in the press, and Hispanic-
Jewish confereﬁces in various-parts of the country. 1 spoke about
theselprojects with Andrew Baker, newly-appointed director of the

* Washington Chapter of AJC, and with Joe Aguayo, former President of
Latinos in Commhnications, who introduced me to hélf a dpzen Hispanic
radio, television and press personalitieé in Washington, .and advised
me about foundations that might assist AJC in 6ur Hispanic projects.
Befdre.leaving for Washingtbn, I spoke-witﬁ Ambassadbr Aléjandro Orfi-
la, Secretary -General of the OAS who, upon hearlng of our Hispanlc
programs, spontaneously offered OAS cooperation. In Washington, the
Deputy Director of Administrative Affairs fbt 0AS, Ronald Scheman,
promised to advise me and to help in the protﬁrément df OAS support.,

At the Israeli Embassf, Secretary Victor.Harel,-ﬁho is.algo én
observer to the QAS. discussed with me the situation in Latin Amnrica
'~ and also the 1mpend1ng visit of 15 Amerlcan Hlspanlc Journallsts to
.Israel on which I had adv1sed him several months ago. -

Lastly, I spoke with Ra.lph. Bralbantl, head of the Cuban DeSk at
"the State Department, about_my forthtoming visit to that countryt He

_advised me that there is no real danger involved in such a mission; .
provided I stay out of the-#potlightm The Cubans wnﬁld surely not jail,

_ me,lhe-said, at most, they would ask me to leave the country. He promiséd,
ﬁonetheless, to report on my plans to Wayne Smith, who represents US
interests in Havana.

JK/sg

xc: Bert Gold .
edited by Yadin Kaufmann
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMISSION MEETING
© AJC Annual Meeting < . May 12, 1982

Chairperson: Rita E. Hauser

MINUTES

I. Report by Howard Friedman on South American Trip

Mr. Howard Friedman briefly described the recent trip of a high-level
AJC delegatlon to Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Chile. The participants

*included -- in addition to*Mr. Friedman --* Maynard Wishner, Philip and Bee

Hoffman, Rita Hauser,*Theodore Ellenoff and*Bert Gold and Jacob Kovadloff
from the staff. In each country the delegation met with high government -
officials -- including the Presidents, the Israeli and American Ambassadors,
principal Jewish leadership (the President of Chile's Jewish Commumity,

Mr. Gil Sinai, was present at the Annual Meeting), journalists and Chris-
tian clergy.

Though each country is different and faces a different set of problems,
there are several common features: in each of the four there is concern re
political unrest resulting from severe economic problems. Yet in general
the AJC delegation found strong, vital Jewish communities with a broad
range of commnal institutions and activities. There are some 600,000
Jews in-all of Latin America: 150,000 in Brazil, 35,000 in Uruguay, 30,000 -
in Chile and between 300,000-350,000 in Argentina. These communities, Mr.
Friedman stated, are secure and are resentful of American Jews who portray
them as being in danger.

The trip -- whose purpose was to renew relationships, -share our con-
cerns, -and communicate AJC's agenda to government officials -- was, in the
view of those who participated, a success. But this does not mean that no
problems remain. For example, though all four countries are Catholic, especi-
ally in Argentina does the Catholic Church really play a dominant role in
soc1ety as part of the establishment. This has meant that though Argentine
Jewry is free to maintain its institutions and carry on its activities, it
does not participate in many areas of Argentine life. There are few JGW1Sh
judges though there are many Jewish lawyers; few Jewish faculty, etc. (The
group was told that other non-Catholics, such as the Protestant community,
are in a similar situation.) The Argentine Government has condemned in-
cidents of anti-Semitism such as cemetery desecrations and also some anti-
Semitic literature; but there has been little effort to arrest the vandals
or to curtail the circulation of anti-Semitic material. The group specifi-
cally mentioned these problems in its meetings in Argentina.

* accompanied by wives



Another of the issues raised by the AJC delegation in Argentina was
human rights in general. In meetings with the President and the Minister
of the Interior the delegation urged that the government consider a general
clemency for some 650 prisoners, some of whom have been in jail for years
without charges. The Interior Minister responded that about half were
hard-core fanatics whom it would be dangerous to release, but that the re-
maining cases would be reviewed with a view to possible release. Subse-
quently, it was learned that of the 13 specific cases brought to the Mini-
ster's attention by the AJC delegation, four were released from prison
two days later.

The AJC group also raised the issue of Jewish chaplains for Argentine
soldiers of the Jewish faith; as a result the Argentine Government has,
for the first time, authorlzed the appointment of three Jewish chaplains
to the army.

Mr. Friedman commented with regard to Chile that the military junta
appears to be settling in for a long stay in power before any restoration
of democracy. While Jews have been affected as all other citizens, qua
Jews, they remain secure.

The group came away with the impression that Uruguay represented the
best bet for the future -- already the process of restoring democracy has
begun, and there is a relatively young and vital Jewish leadership.

Mrs. Rita Hauser remarked on the Timerman controversy, noting that the
Argentine community people with whom the AJC delegation met felt that Timer-
man had greatly exaggerated the situation in Argentina. Still, she said,
if not for Timerman the rest of the world would be ignorant of the situation
of Argentine Jewry and Argentina in general. All the attention prompted
by Timerman's book has put the government on the defensive and evoked pro-
testations of goodwill toward the Jewish community. But one must bear in
mind that Jews are not fully integrated into Argentine society, even if
they are third-generation Argentines. Mr. Friedman added that while there
is no doubt as to the accuracy of Timerman's account of his ordeal in
prison, there is bitter controversy over his analysis of Argentine Jewry,
and the AJC delegation saw nothing in the course of the trip to support
Timerman's reading of the situation.

II. Update on Central America by Sergio Nudelstejer, Director of AJC
_ Office for Mexico and Central America

Mr. Sergio Nudelstejer gave a brief account of some recent developments
in Central America. In Costa Rica, the new president, Dr. Luis Alberto
Monge, is a good friend of the local Jewish community and of Israel (he
was Costa Rica's first ambassador to Israel), and there are great expect-
ations that he will improve the domestic situation. ~(Note: Already the
new government has announced its intention to restore its Embassy in



Israel to Jerusalem.) In Guatemala, the unrest and guerrilla clashes con-
tinue; and the new military junta has allowed the circulation of some
anti-Semitic material. In Mexico, where there are severe economic pro-
blems (currency devaluations, high unemployment), anti-Semitic literature

is being distributed; recently there was a bomb scare at a Jewish school,
and generally there is fear that the leftist groups in the country will
become active in pro-Arab and pro-PLO causes (Mexico has allowed the PLO

to open an office). Recently leftists picketed. the Israeli Embassy, pro-
testing Mexico's sale of oil to Israel and asking for a cut-off of relations.

In E1 Salvador, many Jews have left, but with the nomination of a new
civilian president it is expected that the political situation will stabilize
and Jews may return. In Nicaragua, there is basically no change; only two
Jews remain in the country (the majority of the community left long ago),
and the synagogue is closed. The Mexican Government has beén trying to
promote relations between Nicaragua and Israel -- there are'de facto but
not de jure relations.

Mrs. Hauser mentioned that AJC has set up a subcommittee on Latin
American affairs, with Dr. Howard Greenberger (of N.Y.U. Law School) as’
chairman.

~ Reports by Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff and Gershon Ayner of AJC's
Israel Office

Dr. Resnikoff reviewed some highlights of AJC's Israel Office acti-
vities in the last year. Among them was the arrangement reached with the
" Ministry of Education to sponsor an in-service training program for social
studies teachers on American Jewish history; sponsorship of a series of
lectures at Bet Hatefutsot on Diaspora Jewry; sponsorship of a conference
on religious plurality and tolerance among secular and observant Jews (the
proceedings were published in Hebrew and will also appear in English); and
sponsorship of a course to train pollce in how to deal with Amerlcan blacks
arriving in Israel.

Gershon Avner, the Director of Political Affairs in AJC's Israel
Office, analyzed the current mood in Israel after the return of the remain-
der of the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt, and assessed the chance of success
of the negotiations on Palestinian autonomy. Today, Mr. Avner said, the
mood in Israel is bitter and solemn (especially so in contrast to the
euphoria following Sadat's visit to Jerusalem). Israelis feel that the
world is indifferent to the great concessions they made in the Sinai; they
see a new ruler in Egypt who is tilting toward the Arab world, and the very
slow progress in normalization of relations. There is great fatigue with
the Palestinian problem and a wish that it would just ''go away''; there is
still a national consensus that a Palestinian Arab state would constitute
a mortal danger to the future of Israel, while at the same time there is
a realization that Israel will now have to deal with this problem somehow.



Israeli bitterness is heightened by international pressure for a Pales-
tinian state while the sale of sophisticated arms to hostile Arab states
continues to erode Israel's military margin of safety.

In this situation it is likely that the autonomy talks will result
in stalemate. Prime Minister Begin's policies enjoy wide support in Israel,
much wider than the slim parliamentary majority; his position of "no more
concessions'" is shared by many, far beyond his own political party. Israel's
concept of autonomy -- defined narrowly -- is very far from that of Egypt,
which wants a very broad autonomy which will lead eventually to a Palestin-
ian state. So the impasse is not likely to be resolved soon. In Israel
there is. talk of another war, for the first time since Sadat came to
Jerusalem. And outside pressure will only harden the Israeli position.
Still, Mr. Avner said, one must remember that there are many positive
things going on in Israel, and American Jews should help lighten the exter-
nal burden so Israelis can concentrate on continuing to improve their
internal situation.

Mrs. Hauser asked what would happen if the West Bank were annexed.
Mr. Avner responded that he felt Mr. Begin was in no hurry to annex the
.West Bank formally. He is committed to Camp David and to the autonomy
talks. He wants the negotiations to continue but wouldn't mind if they
didn't, since it is his policy to gradually enlarge the Jewish presence
on the West Bank, on the ground.

Mr. Bookbinder asked about the Peace Now movement in Israel, which
had recently sponsored a demonstration in which 30,000 people showed up.
Mr. Avner commented that the Peace Now movement is not a dominant one, and
the majority, as already stated, share Begin's views and not those of Peace
Now. One must be realistic in gauglng what lies ahead and look at the
majority's presence, whatever one's personal opinions.

On the question of whether the Arab states truly desire a Palestinian
state, which could threaten them as much as it would Israel, Mr. Avner
remarked that the Arabs are serious about wanting to set up a Palestinian
state. Jordan, which might harbor doubts about this, is in an equivocal
position, but not a decisive one in terms of Arab politics.

After the conclusion of Mr. Avner's remarks and discussion, the Com-
missiOn.briefly considered the draft Middle East statement to be taken up
Sunday morning at the plenum. Mrs. Hauser announced the-publication by
AJC of a néw and important study on the Palestinian issue, The Palestinians
in Perspective, edited by Dr. George Gruen, and also two forthcoming re-
ports on the Falashas

Submitted by Lois Gottesman

82-550-30



Anti-Defamation League 73 BE Lof Bhai Brith
823 United Nations Plaza, NewYork, NY 10017 €€ 2124902525 Telex 649278

LYNNE IANNIELLO
Director, Communications

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, N.Y. Dec,-20....Passions in Mexico's Jewlsh community, roused
by a recent vicious anti-Semitic diatribe in the nation's Chamber of
Deputies, have been quleted by the condemnation and repudiation of the
statement by government authorities, according to the-Anti—Defamation
League of B'nal B'rith.

ThelLeague, which was consulted from the inception of the incident,
quoted Mexican Jewish leaders as belng satisfied that the "outrageous
anti-Semitic speech" by Miguel Olea Enriquez, the Deputy from
Chihuahua, 1s "an 1solated example of blgotry and does not represent the
views of the government or the Partido Revoluclonaria Institucional
(PRI), his political party." |

The anti-Semitic remarks by Mr. Olea Enriquez were made in the
midst of a general debate 1in the Chamber December 1 on stiffer penaities
for violators of currency control measures. Whlle the deputiles
denounced the widespread violations by many industrialists, Mr. Olea
Enriquez singled out Jews as "ekperts in such matters.”

Julio Torenberg, president of Tribuna Israelita, the Jewlsh commu-
nity's human relations agency, told ADL that the Jewlsh community was

(more)

——

1913-1983
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Founded in 1913 “to stop the defamation of the Jewish people . . . to secure justice and fair treatment to all citi zens alike.” LEL T




~pleased that all the members of the PRI majority in the Chamber jolned
Leopoldo Enrique Soto Izqulerdo, the party's secretary, in a statement
of repudiation. The statement, he noted, emphasized that Enriqﬁez‘
remarks were "racist and contrary to Mexican law and tradition."

Mauriclo Lulka, preéident of the B'nai B'rith Human Relations Com-
mission in Mexico,lreported that in a meeting with Jewish 1eaders,
Manuel Bartlett Diaz, secretary of Gobernacion, and senior minister 1in
the President's cabinet, had communicated the disavowal of anti-Semitism
by Presidént Miguel de la Madrid and his assurance that the Jewish
community has nothing to worry about.

In summing up the matter, Messrs. Torenberg and Lulka said that
thelr organizations and the Comite Central Israelita, the Jewish commu-
nity's central communal agency, would like to put a 1id on the matter
because Mexlico's executive and legislative offilclals "have clearly
demonstrated the traditional Mexican respect for minority and human

fights."

AJ,LAJ,LAP-FOR,LAP-US,BHLA-83
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE -
i3]
date : July 11lth, 1984 —
0 : Marc H. Tanenbaum g
from : Sergio Nudelstejer . 5

subject C

Enclosed please find some xerox copies of press
releases that were published concerning the interview
held between the AJC Delegation and Mexican President,
Miguel de la Madrid, last May 15th, in Washington D.C.

One of the clippings is of the Spanish-Jewish weekly
newspaper Tribuna Israelita; another from the Mexican-
Jewish weekly Der Weg and the third one is from the
Spanish-Jewish weekly of Caracas, Venezuela Nueyo Mundo
Israelita. '

As always, my most cordial regards.

cc: David Harris
Jacobo Kovadlof

SN/eeg
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Mexbof' reaflrma su amlstad hac1a el pueblo udlo

WASHLNGTON —El presidente de: Méxlco Mv.guei de ﬂa Madmd leo a dmgentes del Comlte
-Judlo Americano que “México tiene una actitud perma.nente de amistad y respefo por el pueblo
judio” y que se considera “un amigo y defensor -de Israel” : o
' De la Madrid ‘recibié a la delegacion durante su reclente vmta oficial a Washmgtcn, en Ia_

‘ unlca audiencia cencedlda a. un gru‘po judio.

Respondiendo a la bienvenida

_ofrecida por el presidente de la
. Junta de Gobernadores de] Comité,
. Theodore Ellenoff, e] presidente

De 1a Madrid expres6: “México es

consistente en su filosofia hist6. -
" rica hacia la comunidad judia me- -

xicana. En México apreciamos a
los ' grupos diversos que compo-
nen nuestra sociedad”. . '

P

Reafirmando su declaracion he-

cha el pasado octubre, repudian-

‘do el antisemitismo en México, el -
" mandatario mexicano dijo: “So-
. mog amigos de la comunidad judia

de México y apreciamos profun-
damente la cultura de donde pro-

vienen los judios. Los judios en -

Meéxico son totalmente mexica—no_:s
v en al sociedad tienen igualdad
plena'.

Al referirse al Medio Oriente,
De Ja Madrid sefiald: “Desde la
. creacion del estado de Israel, he.

' mos defendido a Israel... Aun-

que México no siempre estd de
_acuerdo con la politica de Israel,
hablamos abiertamente de nues-
_f,tras diferencias.

“Francamente creemos que es

i -‘esencial encarar la cuestién del

. pueblo padestino. A menos que el

problema de los palestinos se re-
suelva, se perpetuari e] conflicto
con las consecuencias tragicas
que conocemos” dijo el presiden.

" te.

La deelgacion del Comité, a la
par:que reconocié la importancia
de resolver al situacién de los pa-
lestinos, dijo que la paz-en el Me-
dio Oriente depende de una cues-
tion critica, la negativa de. los

- paises arabes y de la Organizacién

para la Liberacion de Palestina a
reconocer el derecho de Israel a
existir como una na.crén mdepen.
dlente

El presidente Miguel de la Ma-
drid respondié indicando que “el

- gobierno. y el pueblo mexicanos

apoyan el derecho de Israel a vi-
vir como un estado soberano, En.
focamos este problema de la mis-
ma manera que otras cuestiones

internacionales, siempre ‘estamos -

a favor de las soluciones pacifl.
CaS”,

“Creemos en las soluciones di-

.

rania de todas las naciones, ch-

 siderandola . inviolable”, -

La delegacién es_cuchb luego al
presidente pasar revista a los te-
mas .analizados con el presidente
Ronald Reagan incluso las rela-
ciones entre ambas naciones; las
diferencias de politica hacia Amé.
rica Central; la situacién econd-
mica mexicana, la necesl.dad de

aumentar el intercambio; el tu- |

rismo, y los problemas de los tra-

- bajadores mexicanos indocurnan-

tados en Estados Unidos. De Ja
Madrid dijo que “Hay problemas

reales entre Estados Unidos y

México pero las -relaciones en ge-
neral son buenas”.

El.director del departamento de

Relaciones Internacionales del |

Comité Judio Americano, rabina

Marc¢ H, Tanenbaum, pregunté al |
presidente si México “intervendria |

decididamente en favor de Andrei
Sakharov y su esposa, Yelena Bon.
ner, que enfrentan una muerte in-
minente . a menos que las autori-
dades soviéticas les -permitan ob-

tener el tratamiento médico debi- !

do}’

ploméaticas en lugar de las mili-
tares en el Medio Oriente lo mis. |

~mo que en América Central y en |

todas partes. Defendemos la gobe. |




Agregd que “estamos preocupa.
< dos por la suerte de Anatoly
‘| Shcharansky, Ida Nudel vy otros
.Judios disidentes, hostigados y | .
‘perseguidos, a quienes se les nie-
gan sus derechos humanos en vio-.
lacion a log acuerdos de Helsinki
y a los pactos de las Naciones
Unidas”, -

El presidente De la Madrid res-
pondié que siempre tiene muy
presente las preocupaciones en
materia de derechos humanos y
dijo que “haré todo lo posible pa-
ra‘asistir a Sakharov, Shcharans-
ky, Nude] y otros”.

_ Junto al presidente de México | -
o, =2 G | estaban los ministros de Hacien- |
da, Jestis Silva Herzog y de Co-
mercio y Desarrollo Industrial 3
Héctor HernAndez, adema4s del em-
bajador de México en Washington,
Jorge Espinosa de los Reyes.

Ambos grupos acordaron man. |-
_tenerse en contacto durante ‘los J
préximos meses,

L — -

|

N
|
;
1
!
|

| En la foto, aparece de izquierda a derecha: e] Presidente Lic, Miguel
| de la Madrd, el Lic. Theodore Ellenoff y el sefior Sergio Nudelstejer,
| o F durante la reunién con el Comité Judio Americano.

—

o

L

Ademas de Ellenoff y Tanen.

‘baum, la delegacién del Comité-

estuvo integrada por Howard
Greenberg, Presidente del Comité
de Accibn sobre América Latina;

el presidente del Comité Ejecutivo

Nacional, Alfred Moses; Leon Sil-

verman; Gordon Zacks, ex presi-
dente de la Comisién de Asuntos
Internacionales; Hyman Bookbin-
=, representante en Washington
vy Sergio Nudelstejer, representan-
te para México y América Central
del ‘Comité Judio Americano.
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Original documents
faded and/or illegible
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~MUNDO
lSRAELlTA

‘ Caracas, 18- 25 de Juniq' de 1984 r \

i

PUEBLO JUDHO

WASHINGTON.- El Presidente de México,

. Miguel de Ia Madrid dijo a dirigentes del Comité

Judio Americano que “México tiene una actitud
permanente de amistad y respeto por el pueblo
Judio” y que se considera “un amigo y defensor
de Israel”.

De la Madrid recibi6 a la delegacion durante
su pasada visita oficial a Washington, en la
Unica audiencia concedida a un grupo judio.

Respondiendo a la bienvenida ofrecida porel
presidente de, la Junta de ‘Gobemadores del

" Comité, Theodore Ellencff, el presidente dela.

Madrid dijo: “México es consistente en su filoso-
fia histérica hacia la comunidad judfa mexicana.
En México apreciamos a los grupos diversos
gue componen nuestra sociedad".
Reafirmando su declaracion de octubre, re-
pudrando el antisemitismo en México, el manda-
tario mexicano dijo: “Somos amigos de la co-
munidad judia en México y apreciamos profun-
damente la cultura de donde provienen los ju-
dios. Los judios en México son totalmente mexi-
canos y en la sociedad tienen igualdad plena".
Al referirse al Medio Oriente, de la Madrid
dijo: “Desde la creacién del estado de Israel,
hemos defendido a Israel... Aunque México no
siempre esta de acuerdo con la politica de Is-

Qae!, -hablamos abiertamente de nuestras dife-

‘rencias.

“Francamente creemos que es esencial en-
carar la‘cuestion del pueblo palestino. A menos
que el problema de los palestinos se resueiva,
se perpetuara el conflicto con las consecuen-
cias tragicas que conocemos”, dijo el presi-
dente.

La delegacion del Comité, al par que recono-
ci¢ la importancia de resolver la situacion de los
palestinos, dijo que la paz en el Medio Oriente
depende de ufa cuestion critica, la negativa de
los paises arabes y de la Organizacion para la

- Liberacion de Palestina a reconocer el derecho
de Israel-a Bxlsf.'r como una nacién indepen-
diente.

El Presidente de la Madrid respondi¢ indi-
cando que “el gobierno y el pueblo mexicano
apoyan el derecho de Israel a vivir como un
Estado soberano. Enfocamos este problema de

la misma manera que otras cuestiones interna-

cionales, siempre estamos a favor de las solu-
ciones pacfficas”.

“Creemos en las soluciones diplomaticas en
lugar de las militares en el Medio Oriente lo
mismo que en America Central y en todas par-
tes. Defendemos la soberania de todas las na-

ciones, considerandola inviolable”. J ’
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ASSISTANT: SECRETARY OF STATE
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UenEEN
WASHINGTON

July 26, 1984

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director
International Relations Department
The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

Recently the Departments of State and Defense published the

enclosed background paper on Nicaragua. It contains a good
deal of useful information and I thought I would send it along

to you.

Sincerely,

Elliott Abrams
Assistant Secretary for Human
Rights and Humanitarian Affairs

Enclosure:

As Stated.

_/<f’/-3



.,H“For your’ information /

“From the desk of: >6

. JACOB KOVADLOFF ? ﬁ %
Director, South American Affairs
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Buenos Aires, 26 de agosto de 1984

MUNDO ISRAELITA

“EL AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE JAMAS SE DEJO ATRAPAR POR
LA CAMPARA DIFAMATORIA CONTRA LA DIRIGENCIA JUDEOARGENTINA,

AFIRMO EN DIALOGO CON “MUNDO ISRAELITA” EL RABINO MARC TANENBAUM
Argentina democrdtica no puede votar

contra la Unica democracia del Levante

*Los judios norteamerica-

_mnmml‘oﬁwmln.

do la d:
cia en la a\rgan:iu. y on las

ve con el pres d-nu Al-
Ionl.in y el canciller Caputo

les expresé nuestro firme
apoyo 8 los esfuerzos por
afianzar el gobierno n:.mlu
tucional y el imperio o8
I_)u_nehnl Humanoa. Pero
también dejé en claro que
ese espontdneo anhelo se
v iris smargaments desalen-
tado si persistiere el mu_ph

Entrevist6 ARIEL PLOSHCHUK

de dirigentes judios que
fueron recibidos por el papa
Juan Pablo [I, a poco de
asumir la méxima jefatura
de la Iglesia Catblica.
Espiritu sensible y abier-
to a todas las reclamaciones
judias. despliega, como es
obvio por las responsabili-
dades que conllevan sus
funciones, una intensa labor

q

el presid y
¢l canciller, Los dos me ase-

guraron gue no

hace @ la actitud oficial ante
Ianll ¥ la campafa d.u

esfuerzos para extir el
odic antisemita en todas sus
CACLE + A

ras. En ese sentido, he sido
informado que en los préxi-
mos dias el gobierno enviard
al Congreso un proyecto de
ley que tiende a introducir

antiisroell @ ni

m:;m-l?

~Como era de esperar —y
como también sefalamos
precedeniemente— me hice
intérprete de la inquietud de
los judios de los Estsdos
Unidos por la lsmentable

posicién argentina en los ul-

proyecta “‘sensible’”’ en la
visunlizacion judia.

No e3 de extrafar, en-
tonces, la resonancia que su

breve visita desperté en
medio,

torias, -luu ti

io como,
nil uhhdlmm en las
esferas gubernativas, politi-
cas y ec Es ob-
we Por lo tanto, que esie

entrevistara &l
hud o4

unica
cia existente en todo ol Me-
dio Oriente, como ea el Esta-
do de lsrael™.
Estas categéricas po-
labras 1

7 para sus
o‘pamown sobre sus Bes-
tiones en |a metrépoli y con-
densar Sus reflexiones sobre
alg\lm temas mds que acu-

can la cabal precisién que es
su caracteristica, por el ra-
bine Marc Tanenbawm,
titular de Helaciopes In-
ternacionales del American
.lemsh Committee, en un

exclusivo con MUN-

RAEL!TA Como he-
noe minmndo en una adi-
cidn anterior, el nombrado
dirigente estuvo dios atrds
en esia copital, en su prime-
ra visita & ouesiro - pais,

do por el di

para la vida judia de
esta hors, especisimente en
lo ntinents a nuestra comu-

'pidad, al eabo de sus en-

cuentros oqui. El rabino
Tanenbaum, pese a sus mil-
uplas compromisos y su
mndl llena", dio marca-
ferencia al didlogo con

NDO ISRAELITA, en

un.l conversacién que se ex-

tanto en el |

tendié mucho méa del tiem- -

g:u ¢l imperativo primor-
inl dcl dnntlnln judio es

de dicho orguhno el por
os bien

Jecobo Kovadlaff, quien
tiene en su haber una profi-
cua trayectoria al servicio
de las cosas mu.uu:lm.l.lu
n nuesiro

‘El rabino T.nnhmunu
una figura de relevantes per-
files en los nl_!u niveles d:l
eano. - Por formacidn
judia y sentir civilista —tan
propio del espiritu convi
vencial de los Estad

con unnm periodismo™’,
segun su certera -asevera-
cién.

Desde luego. la pregunta
inicial que bhacemos &
nuestro interlocutor se re-
fiere o las impresiones reco-
gidas luego de sus entrevis-
tas con el presidente de la
Nacidn, doctor Allonain y el
:mdhrnnnucnm

El rabino Teneabsum,

l.lmdna- concentrd sus ma-

nﬂ P

e

del
fesional y la lucha contra las
prevenciones nlugmnl y ra-

Ro:
—Tanto el pulidanu
Alfonsin como el

ciales en todas sus y
alcances. Baste recordar,
como lestimonio de la im-

.. portancia de su en

tan -oonsibles esferas, que
asisti6, como udnico rabino,
en condicion de “observa-
dor especial’’ o los delibera-

ciones del Coneilio Vaticano

C-pum coincidieron en re-
pudiar werminantemente Lo-
da forma de agitacion anti-
semita o de prejuicios reli-
giosos o raciales. Por un ele-
mentul principlo moral de la
democracia, hemos de com-
h-l.ur -l antlsemitismo en la

11 e integré el p grupo

4 ¥

ex coin-

.- po inicialmente fijado, “'ya '

en del de ls i & un instr legal para tam ofos, al apoyer ini
integridad de la vida jndu mm-r Is aceién diso-  cistivas agresivamenle an-
y no sdlo en la Unién sino del y  di lanzadas en el
miés allé de sus fronteras. en el odio racial. contexto de dlhllm' o lurnel
) &lnéri‘:l hmh;“ el i;l‘:; —Bswencumaln ‘cla-  y. pﬁ: g L] M:
sis par ' agitacién anotisemita  pue
en la “*calients’ drea centro- anilul:unbuhnouc- extrema senaibi idead
americans, que bién se  nos imp iénque ricana por

as arbitrari
antiisraelies y con satis-
{accidn puedo decir que tan-
to el presidente como el mi-
nistro afirmaron que, en
adelente, se retomara la tra-

TANENBAUM: vision
objetiva

asambleas convocadas para

dicional politice de equidi

tancia argentina ante la si-
tuacién de lerael y el Medio
Oriente. Le s clara-

snelizar preocupantes Le-
mas dmi ial
cul les o estri tame

sean

mente 8 mis interlocutores
que hay que terminar con el
chantaje abluuccwmua

para de-
nigrar a [srael y al sioniamo,
en una aberrante desnatura-
lizacién de tales convocatlo-

drabe en las
nundnlel_ No puede ser

portantes como el reciente
sobre la cuestidn demogrifi-
cs internscional

rias inter (| Tengo
la impresién ahora que el go-
bierno democrético de la Ar-
gentina procurard rectificar
los pasos equivocos de un

(sigue en pag. 16)



- gentes.

{viene de pég. 5)

reciente pasado, y promove-
rd una politica para superar
tal accién chantajista, espe-
cialmente en el confuso Ter-
cer Mundo.

—Usted se reunié también
con dirigentes de la DAIA ¥y
de otros sectores institu-
cionales. Por otra parts, ha
seguido de cerca la vida ju-
decargentina y mantuvc
contacto en distintas opor
tunidades en Nueva York
con U8 VOCeros representa-
tivos. As{ las cosas: ;puede
darnos su opinién sobre le
campafia difamatoria de que
fue objeto la dirigencia co-
munitaria judia de nuestro
pais por parte de elementos
interesados, a raiz de su
conducta durante el sombrio
pasado, no tan lejano, vivi-
doen la Argentina?

—Como visitante no soy
el méds indicado para emitir
apreciaciones sobre la cues-
tién. Sélo es del caso recor-
dar, como pauta definitoria
de conducta judia, una sabia
sentencia de la Guemaré:
**No juzgues a tu préjimo si
no estds en el lugar de los
hechos producidos’”, La co-
munidad jideoargentina
atravesé entonces por
dies criticos y muy dificiles,
y es incuestionable que la
dirigencia comunitaria jude-
oargentina estuvo a la altura
de sus deberes judios y
luché con entereza y dignmi-
dad por la defensa de los in-
tereses judios, dentro de las
posibilidades de la . grave

La ntiné democ

bita soviética, ;jexiste algin
‘‘espacio politico’” para de-

sarrollar una vida judia bajo
un régimen comunista?
—Por tratarse de un

problema muy délicado, &ste
debe ser analizado muy ra-
cionalmente y no caer en
apocalipticas generaliza-
ciones. Yo estuve, sim ir

muy lejos, dias atrds en.

Hungria. Alli viven unos
80.000 judius, remanentes de
la populosa comunidad de
preguerra. Pude observar
ciertas formas de actividad
comunitaria. Hay una comu-
nidad bien organizada, que
cuenta con libertad para cul-
tivar nuestros valores reli-
giosos. Incluso funciona un
seminario rabinico, al gue
también concurren jévenes
judios de otros paises del
bloque soviético, en un es-
fuerzo formativo de futuros
dirigentes espiritualea para
esa zona. Como se ve, esos
judios pueden moverse con
‘“cierto margen operative"',
siempre y cuando que no in-
cursionen en’lo politico "'y

‘sus alcances concomitan-
tes''. También deade el polo .

opuesto del espectro politi-
€0, Vemos que en un régimen
autoritario derechista, como
el uruguayo, también se

mantiene en plenitud la vida®

judia. Esto, sea dicho, sin
dejar de reconocer que el to-
talitarismo, por su misma
naturaleza denigrante, reba-
ja la dignidad humana y, por
lo tanto, contradice los prin-
[r————

emergencia. Esa tenaz ac- | -

cién ha tenido ‘el reconoci-
miento de todo el mundo
judio. Pero, insisto, sélo los
judios de la Argentina son
los que tienen la autoridad,
natural de juzgsr a sub’diri-
Es de recordar,
dentro de ese contexto y sal-
vando, por supuesto, las
distancias, que también se-
' lanzaron enconadas acusa-
ciones contra los dirigentes
judios de Occidente (espe-
cialmente de Estados Uni-
dos), por su presunta “'negli-
gencia'' en producir los mé-
ximos esfuerzos para resca-
tar a nuestros hermanos del
Holocausto. De toda forma,
quede bien en claro, el Ame-
rican Jewish Committee
jam#és se dejé atrapar por la
campafa difamatoria aludi-
da.

“ANALIZAR
RACIONALMENTE".

—A la luz de la dramética
experiencia de estas dltimas
décadas y luegodé lo sucedi-
do con las comunidades en

. Cuba, Nicaragua y, més to-
davia, en los paises de la ér-

P

ratica no puede votar..

cipios humanistas judios.
—Y en cuanto & Nicare-

?

—El rabino Tanenbaum,
protagonista de una en-
cendida controversia sobre
la posicién del en san-
dinista frente a los judios,
tras una breve reflexién,
afirma: .

—Vea, en Nicaragua, pais
que visité algun tiempo
atrés, s6lo quedan actual-
mente tres familias judias.
Por lo tanto (y sin entrar en
el andlisis del ‘‘éxodo’" pro-
ducido), no tiene sentido
hablar del **problema judic"

en ese pais centroamerica-
no. Alli, en -esa=~condi

ciones, el antisemitismo no
existe en su versién ‘‘cldsi-
ca''. Eo cambio, funciona
una activa oficina de la
OLP, con cerca de un cente-
nar de agentes profesiona-
les, al servicio de la agita-
cién antisionista y antiisra-
eli en toda la convulsionada
zona.

Ese es el grave peligro

que, desde la dptica judia,.

encierra la Nicaragua sandi-
nista para nosotros. Por
consiguiente, estamos ante

una amenaza de un

antisemitismo distinto, de
cardcter politico. La lucha
para enfrentario también de-
be adecuarse a lineamientos

liticos ¥ no convenciona

es.
—No produjo preocupa-

cién entre los judios norte-
americanos el avamce de

Jesse Jackson?

—8i, su prédica suscitd
vigible amergura, especial-
mente la lanzada por el lider
negro Louis Farrakahan,
aliado de Jackson. Sin em-
‘bargo, hay que senalar que
Jda estridencia publicitaria
-de éste es manifiestamente
superior a su verdadera gra-
vitacién. La convencidn de-
mocritica no aprobé ningu-
na de las cuatro propuestas
del precandidato negro,
incluso la que abogaba por
el "‘estado palestino''. Esto
es un sintoma alentador de
la madurez politica de la
Uniény por otra parte, los

: lideres respemsables negros
toman distancia—de las pos-’
turas demagdgicas de’

Jackson, y son conscientes
de su peligro para los de-
rechos civiles en la Unién.
En cuanto a los dos candida-
tos —Reagan y dale—
ambos se destacdn por su
probada amistad por Israel
¥ apoyo a sus reclamaciones
de seguridad..

Lot
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
: October 29th, 1984

date ;.cobo Rovadloff
té Sergio Nudelstejer

from

wnpueiowaw

Piease find enclosed clippings of some of the
press releases published in Spanish by the weekly
Jewish Newspaper Prensa Israelita.

Among these, stands out two stories on your
recent visit to Argentina and Brazil, and the
comments made by Marc H. Tanenbaum.

As always,

Cordially yours.

cc: Marc H. Tanenbauml///

David Harris
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22 Un premio para
3 “lemsh Dimension’’

NUEVA YORK, Jewish Dimen-,
sion, el programa de entrevistas
producldo por el Comité Judio
Americano en el canal 11 de tele-
visibn de Nueva York todos los
miércoles de 10:30 a 11:00 a.m.
- ha ganado el Premio Olive per
- Logrog Notables en Servicios Lo-
_ caleg de Telegifusién.

E) Consejo de Iglesias de la ciu-
dad de Nueva York, que otorga el
". . premio, selecciond la emisién titu-
“lada “Aprendiendo a-Ensefiar”.

] El programa, transmitido el 2
| de noviembre de 1983, relata “la
familiarmente tragica historia de
]los mifios cuyos problemas de
_! aprendizaje han sido mal diag-
~ - nosticados a un grado tal que fue. | . -. EE N
ron calificados 'imposnb!esdeedu- Basc S AN O o

car.” B B o R R I e I
. Laurie Chock, la conductora del L5 ", Ton T

- programa, visit6 el Centro Judio } ~ = - Y . 3

" vara Educacién Especialen Broo. | ., . - - L7 A

“ klyn, la Gnica “yeshiva” que-re. | ©: . T ¥ o e wN
ribe gustosa a nifos cuyos padres .- -0 " e - ?“»-*j-'.__

: ST vl e st it oeome o -, ban sido informados que mopue- | .o C T ot ote. LT Tom T el
T e T e T 3T i ) den continuar estudiando en Jas [ o7 v i RN L
0N S0 oL TN tel 7 “yeshivot” regulares. Chock en. |t Tt oRT s Dol L LT
i T PP T - trevistd a Aharon Hersh Field, &l | - .- .= - = 70 s T
ot . T o oo o L .7 <7 psicologo que fundé el centro ha- [ - ¢ L L
e Ty ogme T e ce ocho afios y que ahora es su - ey W
- § & W - decano. - s .
& _ A gt . Jewish Dimension ya habia re- | - - S g WL vg
" : 5 ¥ T _. . cibido €l Premio Angel por exce- T y
;" ' . - lencia en la televisién local otor- ' : '

i ‘ _ T _ S . Eado por Religién en los Medios : 5 . Y
. L 8 . *  de Prensa. El programa tiene el . : A
’ . - mayor porcentaje de audiencia ’ ’ N oy m ’
\ ., oL ' entre los 11 de interés piblico - = @
. . I presentadosporcana.lllmmas| T ‘ :
ce L. T de 150,000 televidentes semana]es . ¢ = . ~
- . | en la zona de Nuevs York. \,‘ : ' -
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13 DE AGUSTU DE 1984i
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MUNICH, Alemania Occidental,
—La representacion de la Pasion
en Obzrammergaw continia “man.
chada por una orientacion antijuo-
dia profunda y penetrante”, opina
una delegacion interreligiosa de
Estados Unidos que asistio al es-
treno de la version 1984 de la
obra.

La delegacion, auspiciada por
el Comité Judio Americano inclu-
vé a dirigentes de] Comité y a
dos destacados expertos cristia-
nos: la profesura Eva Fleischner,
tedloga catdlica v autora de libros
tales como La Imagen del Judais-
mo en el Cristianismo Alemian
desde 1945 ¥ el reverendo William

- Harter, miembro de la Consulta

sobre la Iglesia y e! Pueblo Judio
de] Consejo Mundial de Iglesias;

miembro de] Comité sobre Rela-

ciones Cristiano-Judias d2 Con-
sejo v pastor de la Iglesia Pres-
biteriana Falling Spring en Penn.
svivania.

La delegacion, encabgzada por
el director de Asuntos Interreli-
gicscs de]l Comité, rabino A. James
Rudin ¥ la presidenta de la Co-
mision de Asuntos Interreligiosos
del Comité, Mimi Alperin, pidié
esfuerzos mas decididos para
“erradicar la difamacion de los
judios y el judaismo que persis-
ten en el drama, pase a revisjo-
nes en el texto”.

Rudin declard que el libreto
1984 de la Pasion ‘“tiene {fallas

TRErOaU sggcw@ !@f

1

fundamenmales v aun per;)elua. el
mito pernicioso de que los judios \
son eternamente culpables por la
crucifixion de Jesus”, Agregé que
la adveriencia que se hace al prin-
cipio de gque todos deben ver su
culpa en los evenlos gue siguen,
queda “debilitada por la obra en
si, gue se centra en maguinacio-
nes judias, ignora en gran parte
la opresion romana Y exculpa a
Poncio Pilatos, ocultando su pa-
pel”.

£1 Comité Judio Americano ha
realizado tres estudios ncialles
schie el texto de la Pasion de
Otarammergau, ha enviado dele~
caciones a reunirse con funciona-
rios de la ciudad en 1977 y en
1980 y ha transmitido su preocu-
pacién sobre los elem®ntos anti-
judios del drama a dirigentes
eclesiasticos alemanes y estado-
unidenses.

La delegacién dice que aungue-
se han realizado algunos cambios,
la obra continia presentando una
“caricatura” de los judios contem-
poraneos de Jesus. “Son presen-
tados como antagonistas malignos
de Jesus, dominados por dirigen-
tes corruptos y cinicos, movidos
por una Ley inmisericorde y de |
venganza. No se presenia ningu-
na interaccion positiva entre Je-
sas ¥ su gente y se distorsiona
y suprime €l hecho de que Jesus
era uvn judio ensefando a otrgs
judios, Los estudiosos responsa-
ble« de] Nuevo Testamento han

" rechdzado estas caricaturas”.

El decior Harter dijo que “los
dirigentes v educadores cristianos
tienen la re-poncahthdad de indi-
car a nusstra gente que el dra-
ma, 1al como Sp presenta eén Ohbe-
ramme:‘gau, no es una 1'&]?!1135@“-.
tacion verdadera o justa de la
hisioria de la Pasién”. Destaco
gue la obra “sclecciona mucho los
episcdios del Nuzvo Testamento’
gua prosenia. que ignora pasajes -
d- las Escrituras”™ ¥ gue ''se aleja
de lag Escrituras lotaimente de
manera signifizativa’,

l.a profciova Fleischner, recor-
A0 las Normas y Sugestidnes pira.
Aplicar la Dedlapaeion Cuonciliar
~Noatra Actate”. omitida por la
Comision Viticana para las Rela~
cinmss Religicsus con Jos Judios,

oo

que

-

"El ]udmcmo en la’ época de ‘-

Cristo ¥ sus apdéstoles, era una
realidad compleja, que incluia mu.
chas tendencias diferentes y mu-

chcs valoreg espirituales, religio-.

sos, socialeg ¥ culturales.

.“El Viejo Testamento y la tra-
¢icion judia gue se basa en €l no
dere s2r enfrentado con e] Nuevo
Testamento de marniera que la pri-

mera no sea vista sélo como una .

religion dz so6lo justicia, temores
v legalismo, sin un llamado al
amor de Dios y al vecino”,

Floischner dijo que “la repre-
geniacion de la Pasidn de Obe.
rammergau no cumple con Jo fi-
jado por el Concilio Ecuménico
Vaticano 11 en esas normas™.

Ademas de los nombrados la

" delegacién estuvo integrada por

Kurt Kelman e Irving B. Levine,
ambos miembros de la Comisién

L. de Asuntos Interreligiosos del Co-

mité y el rabino Alan Mittelman,
especialista en programas del De-.
partamento de Asuntos Interreli-
giosos.
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PRENSA ISRAELITA.

MEXICS, D. F., 20 DE GCTUBRE DE 1984

/
EL PRESDENTE ALFONSIN NECESITA NUESTRO

APOYO MORAL Y PRACTICO

por «f Doctor
Marc H, Tarmenbaum, Direcior
dal Departamexto dp Belaciones
Internacionales del Comité Judio
Armericano.

E] presidec-s de la Argentina,
‘doctor Rail AZZonsin_ es una per-
sona muy esoecial, Cuando en
agosto me cor=dié una audiencia
en la Casa dg Sobierno me senti
inmediazzment= conmovido por su
calidez, sincerisad y autenticidad.

fDuranse nuess—a conversacién le
dije a] presidec‘e que estaba pro.

t:.}dm:e ir—=resionado por el
iofnactn 1@ st eleccién tuvo en

Brasll, Uruguay y otros paises la-
tinoamericanos,

Argentina ha sufrido por afios
una dictadura militar opresiva ¥
pudo ir pacificamente hacia una
democracia constituciona) que res-
peta los derechos humanos, Esta
ha sido una inspiracién para la
mayoria de los paises latinoame_
ricanog con historlas similares,

Comparti con e] presidente Al_
fonsin mi impresion de que el
pueblo estadounidense también ha
celebrado su liderazgo y apoya coz
decisién sus esfuerzos para res-
taurar la democracia. El presiden_

(Pasa a la Pag. 11}

El Presidente

(Viene de Ia Pig. 4)
te Alforsin mcstré su geruina
emociin. Siento que mientras é&] |
lucha co:. sus problemas econdomi_
cos fueries y las Sresiones ir‘or-
nas, merece y necesita todo .
tro apoy0o mora} y préctico.

Junto con mi colega argentino,,
Jacobo Kovadloff también discu_
timos con el presidente ¥ con su
experto ministro de Relaciznes
Exteriores, licenciado Dante Ca.
Puto, des temas de preocupacién
especial para e} pueblo judio. Nos
aseguraron qus pronto presenta-
Tan a) parlamento un proyecto de
ley proscribiendo la discrimina-
cién religiosa y racz!,

Con relacién a Isrzel, ind'caron
claramante que no permitiran que
su serviclo exterior tome pesicin.
nes arbitrarias ant{ israelies en las
Naciones Unidas y en cua'guter
otro foro,

E} presidente Alfonsin termizné
‘a reunién con una actitud frarca
¥ reccnfortante: “Manterdremos
nuestros principios morales ¥ 2o
cederemos ants amenszas polfti

- cas, econémicas o a: “chantaje”
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date .71 5, 1985

to Ir. Marc Tanenbaum p w5

- from Jacobo Kovadloff %

subject Letter from Rabbi Brener

Rabbi Pynchas Brener from Venezuela sent me copies of a letter he
wrote to John Paul IT*and an essay published on the daily "El Universal"-
» of Caracas. '

He asked me to share this materials with you. Therefore, please find enclosed

the copies of the translations from the Spanish language into English of both pieces.

Bt

JK/me
encl.

LA P URJ O UL S LS
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(Transl. from the Spanish)

C.R.I.S.E.V. COMITE DE RELACIONES ENTRE IGLESIAS Y SINAGOGAS
ESTABLECIDAS EN VENEZUELA.
(Committee on Relations between Churches & Synagogues
Established in Venezuela)

Caracas, February 12, 1985

1
His Holiness John Pasul II
Vatican City

Esteemed and revered John Paul II,

The representatives of CRISEV, the Committee on Relations bet-
ween Churches and Synagogues Esgggiiéhed'in Venezuela, and
particularly the undersigned, weregdgeply honored and privileged
to have been present at the meeting with you the afternoon of
Sunday, January 27, at the Nunciature of Caracas. Somehow,

the meeting symbolized the warm and reverent welcome tendered
you by the Venezuelan people as a whole, fully aﬁare of your
high ecclesiastical investiture aéd your inspiring moral leader-
ship the world over. Your response to the greetings I conveyed
to you at the time deeply moved us all; because of its sponta-
néity end straightforwardness. Some of us felt that you would
have wished to say much more, but in view of your tight schedule,

you had to leave it for another occasion.

During your stay in Venezuela, all the media were saturated with
news and comments giving a full account of everything related to
your pastoral visit. ZEven after your departure for other South

American countries, the echo of your stay and of your message to

us is still reverberating.
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While I am certain that you are fully aware of the particular
nature and sui generis of our status as Jews, and bécause I

had the opportunity to meet you personally and was immenselj
impressed with the manifold aspects of your personality, permit
me to focus once more on some of the issues I consider of para-
mount importance. I am doing so alsd in my capacity as co-chéir—
man of the WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS Interreligious Commission and

as a member of the Executive of the INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS. |

/\
For us Jews, religion and beloﬂgl g 3o the Jewish People are

physically inseparable. We are\\ \algam of traditions and
customs, of family and religion, and this explains, perhaps in
some mystical way, why each one of us knows that he shares his
future with that of all?%%ﬁer members of this brotherhood called
Judaism. Our history is replete with suffering and anguish,
with moments of heroism and decadgs of martyrdom. You are no
doubt aware of the deplorable relationship between the Catholic
Qhurch and the Jewish People during thé period of the Dark

Ages, of persecutions and intolerance. Born in Poland, both

of us are cognizant of the discrimination and slander to which

the Jewish People was exposed for centuries, and of the Holocaust --

beyond any human understanding (including whatever theological
interpretation there may be) -- to which we were subjected
during World War II. It is imperative to remember al; this,
so that such deadly errors and injustices may not ever be

committed again.
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The creation of the State of Israel is of the most far-reaching
significance for the Jewish People. Jewish history. spanning
the last two thousand years, can be divided into the period
preceding Israel's establishment and that following it. We have
not the slightest doubt that the Nazi atrocities would never
have\reached their inconceivable proportions, had Israel been!in

existence at that time.

We must, however, emphasize also that since the Second Vatican
Council, = ﬁew phase in the reIE%ig?s between the Catholic Church
‘and the Jewish People has setpigjx\ﬁlthough not all the Council's
guiﬁe lines have as yet permeated-all levels and territories of
the.Church, we are confident that with the passége of time, these
basic changes iﬁ perceiving Judaism will be world-wide, for the
Church as well as its leaders and ideological and theological

spokesmen.
‘

Over the last few years, particuiarly after the 1973 Yom Kippur
War,when the Arab world was forced to admit that Israel could
not be destroyed by weapons -- two stancé;-have emerged: those
who . would like to come to an understanding with Israel, as
was the case with Egypt; the others who, for reasons they them-
selvés know’best, who refuse to recognize Israel's existence
under any circumstances. The latter have since tried to find
ways and means to delegitimize the State of Israel. A classic

example is “he equation of Zionism with Racism, whose approval

Beeud
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by the United Nations they succeeded in obtaining. Israel's
current struggle is in the political arena of the world's

nations, and this is where the Catholic Church, and you, John

Paul II, personally, can play a crucial role which would assure
you a place of homr in the annals of Jewish history. The establish-
ment of official relations between the Vatican and the State o%
Israel is the answer to the ill-omened campaign aimed at
delegitimizing Israel.

For us, it would be an act of great historical justice that you,
John Paul II, a man stemming ffom tQ} heart of Poland -- a country
which co-existed with Judaism durinéﬂa millenium =-- you, who

are on the throne of John XXIII, be the guiding hand in this

step, of far-reaching significance for Jewish-Catholic relations.

Together with the entre Jewish People, I trust that you will
not let this historic occasion go by, one which will enhance

the Church and do Jjustice to the Jewish People.

May I reiterate my respect and admiration for you personally

soR
as well asYyour spiritual guidance.

SHALOM.

Fraternally jours,

Pynchas Brener
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‘BISE \’: CC2AITE [E RELACIZNES ELTRE ISLESIAS Y SIEASDRAS ESTLE
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-Quirdrgicamente separables.

Caracas, 12 de Febrero de 1985

Su Santidad Juan Pable II 4 "
Ciudad El Vaticano . o™ R :

Apreciado y respetado Juan Pablo II,
Parz los integrantes de la representacién de CRISEV, 2} Comité de

Relaciones entre Iglesias y Sinzgogas Establecidas'en Venezuela, Yy
especialimante para el que suscribe ésta, fue un gran honor y un

" privilegio muy especial participar en el encuentro que sostuvimos con

usted la tarde del Domingo 27 de Enero en la Nunciatura de Caracas.
En cierta forma este encuentro fue simbdlico de la calurosa y

respetuosa acogida que le. extendid -todo -el-pueblo-Venezolznoy -

conciente de su alta investidura 2clesisstica y de su inspirado
liderazgo moral en el mundo. Su respuesta a la salutacidn que le
dirigi en zquella ocasidn nos llend a todcs de profundz emocidn por
su espontaneldad y sinceridad. Algunos sentimos que hubiera qu=r1do
decir mucho ma3s pero que debido a su apretado horario tendria que
dejarlo para otra oportunidad.

Durante su permanencia en el pais todos los medios de comunicacidn
social estuvieron colmados con las diferentes noticias y comentarios
que describieron extensa y detalladamente todos los pormenores de su
visita pastoral. Y asi en los dias posteriores a su salida rumbo a
otros paises sudamericanos, los ecos de su permanencia y del mensaje
que usted nos dejoé siguen escuchéndose.

Aunque estoy seguro que usted estid plenamente conciente de la
naturalezaz especial y sui gZeneris de nuestra condiecidén Judiaz,
aprovechc esta oportunidad de haberlo conocido personalmente y de
sentirame extraordinariamente impresionado con las numerosas
manifestaciones y caracteristicas de su psrsonalidad, para repetir
algunos conzeptos por considerarlos de importancia capital., Hago
esto también en mi calidad de Co-Chairman of the Interrnllglous
Commission of the WORLD JcWISH CONGRESS y msmber of the Executive of
the INTERNATIONAL CCUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN AND JEWS. Para nosotros
rellglon y pertenencia al Pueblo Judio no son condiciones
Somos una amalgama de tradicidn y
costumbres, de familia y religidon, que en alguna forma, tal vez
mistica, hace que cada uno sepz que comparte el futuro con todos los
otros miembros de esta fraternidad que es el Judaismo. Nuestra
historia esta llena de sufrimientos y de angustias, de momentos de
heroismo y décadas de martirio. Segurzmente que no se le esczpa la
triste relacidn entre la Iglesia Catdlica y el Pueblo Judio durante

o e AR 1 -}
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siglos de oscurantismo, de persecuciones e 1ntoleranc1a. Como
nacidos en Polonla, ambos sabemos por conocimiento personal la
discriminacién y calumnias que sufrid el Pueblo Judio por siglos, ¥y
el incomprensible holocausto (incluyendo cualguier interpretacidn
teoldgica) al que fuimos sometidos durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial.

Es necesario recordar todo esto para nunca incurrir en estos fatales
errores e injusticias nuevamente. ;

-

La creacidén del Estado de Israel para el Pueblo Judio tiene la mas
grande trascendencia. La historia de lcs Ultimos dos mil afios del
Pueblo Judio se divide actuzlmente en la anterior al establecimiento
de Israel y la posterior a este evento. No hay la menor duda para
nosotros que los crimsnes de las Nazis nunca se hubié?én producido en
la magnitud por todos conocida e incomprensible, si Israel hubiese -
existido para aguel entonces. i o .
A : :
Debemos destacar, al mismo tiempo, que a partir del Concilio Vaticano
I1 se ha abierto una nueva etapa en las relaciones entre la Iglesia
Catdlica y el Pueblo Judio. Aungue-todas las -directrices de este -
Concilio no se hayan filtrado aun a todos los niveles y geografia de
la Iglesia, somo optimistas y estzmos seguros que con el pasar de los
anos estos cambios fundamentales de apreciacidn del Judaismo seran
universales tanto para la Iglesia como para sus dlrlgentes e
intérpretes ideoldgicos y »eologlcos. -

En los ultimos aflos, especialmente después de la Guerra de Yom Klpur
de 1973, cuando el mundo arabe tuvo que concluir que no se podia
destruir a Israel a través de las armas, han surgldo dos posiciones
que se pueden observar. Aquellos quienes desean buscar un acomodo
con Israel, tal como Egipto lo ha hecho; y aquellos quienes, por

_razones mejor conocidas por ellos mismos, no estén dispuestos a

aceptar la existencia de Israel bajo ninguna condicidn. Estos-
segundos se han dedicado desde entonces a buscar las maneras y
oportunidades para deslegitimizar el Estado de Israel. El ejemplo
por excelencia es la equiparacion del racismo con el sionismo que
lograron fuese aprobada por las Naciones Unidas. La lucha actual del
Estado de Israel esta en el campo polltlco del seno de las naciones
del mundo. Y es aqui donde lz Iglesia Catdlica y usted personalmente
Juan Pablo II pueden jugar un papel decisivo que le asegurarian una
posicidn de eminencia en los anales del Judaismo. El establecimiento
de relaciones formales entre el Vaticano y el Estado de Israel es 1la
respuesta a esta nefasta empresa de deslegitimizacién de Israel.

Para nosotros, seria un acto de gran justicia histdrica que sea usted
Juan Pablo II, un hombre quz sale del seno de FPolonia, nacién que
eonvivid con el Judaismo por un milenio; que. sea usted, el que ocupa
el trono de Juan XXIII, quien liderice este paso que seria
trascendental para las relaciones entre el Judaismo y el Catolicismo.




Confio y conmigo todo el Pueblo Judio que usted no dessprovecharé
esta oportunidad historica que engrandecera su Iglesia y hara
justicia al Judaismo. .

Le reitero mi respeto y admiracidn por su persona y liderazgo
espiritual. X E

Fraternal y cfirdialmente, SHALOM, = S

PB:az

‘r
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(Translated from the Spanish)

EL UNIVERSAL, Caracas, Monday, February 25, 1985

JOHN PAUL IT AND THE JEWS

by Pynchas Brener

According to a popular anecdote, a professor asked his studenté
to write an essay on the elephant. Thé‘British student titled
his paper "The Elephant Hunt." The American student called it

"Increased'Efficiency in the Multiplication of Elephants." The
Jewish student chose as the t?tiE?ﬁmhe Elephant and the Jewish
Dilemma." The moral of the aﬁecdﬁggﬁis that we Jews perceive

things through a particular priém;”ﬁénce we are hyper-sensitive

and overreact to certain situations. Notwithstanding the fore-

going, I shall proceed to discuss the title of the present essay.

The recent visit of Pope John Paul II was extraordinary in every
way. Those of us who were privileéed enough to talk with him
personally, shall treésure the memory of his kindness, human
warmth, and sharp intelligence as an unforgéttable experience
of\great worth. I headed the delegation of CRISEV, the

Committee on Relations between Churches and Synagogues Established
in Venezuéla, whibh met with John Paul II at the Apostolic
Nunciature. Igis spontaneous and cordial response to the greet-

ings I conveyed to him, the Pope touched upon several issues

I am about to discuss.
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John Paul IT mentioned, in the first place, that he was moved
bééause he had been weléomé?by a son-of the Chosen People of
Israel, the people responsible for initiating the dialogue
between God and all of mankind. Second, he referred tojmy

birthplace, Polandf‘a heroic nation. Finally, he reiterated

that he considered the Second Vatican Council's statement on 't
relations between Christians and Jews as binding for him and
the Church as a whole, an inspiration of the Holy Spirit and

a divine message.

X

Nostra Aetate has become the cornerstone on which a new
relatlonshlp between the Caghollc/Church and the Jew1sh People
can be built, for two primary reasons: First, Vatican IT
recognizes the iegitimacy of other religious faiths, thus

preventing the Church from being the only one in quest of

religious truth. Second, it declares that Jesus's crucifixion

cannot be blamed upon all the Jews then living, without dis-
tinction, nor can the Jews belonging to later generations be
blamed, which is highly significant for the Christiar world.
-it is impossible to overestimate the importance of this new

stance taken by the Church..

Jewish history is replete with martyrdom and sacrifices which
were the direct outcome of a Church without mercy. It is
imperative to bring this out in the open, so as to assess the

enormous difference between present relations and those of

F‘“
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bygone eras. In Lima, capital of Peru, one of the streets facing
the Plaza de Armas, the central square found in most Peruvian
cities, is called "Judios (Jews)." Decades ago, the same

street used to be called "Matajudios (Kill-Jews)." According to

—

historians, the "Marrano" Jews sentenced to the auto-da-fe, to

be burnt aliwe by the Holy ZfGubeition, passed thflough this street.
1492 is famous for Christopher Columbﬁs;s great discovery; it is
also infamous because of the expulsion of Jdews from Spain by

the Catholic monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella.

A\

It goes without saying that we Jews will not blame today's
Christian world for atrocities commitfed iﬁ centuries past.

Why ﬂring it up then? Santayana used to say that those who do not
study history may have to relive it. The betterment of a rela-
tionship demands an open discussion of any past ills so as to

begin a new chapter in the encounter between Christians and Jews.
;

But something more, of crucial importance, is needed, so that
meaningful and lasting relations can be established between both
réligions. When John Paul II spoke of me as a son of the
Chosen People which initiated the dialogue between God and man-
kind, he tsed, verbatim, the words from Nostra Aetate. It was
the recognition of Christianity's Jewish roots. After all,
Jesus was born, lived, preached, and died a Jew. A full under-
standing of a Christianity based on ignorance of Judaism is

impossible. Whenever I attend a Catholic Mass, I ask-myself
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.whether the,officiétiﬁg priest xx fully realizes what he is
actually doing. There are many cleafly Jewish roots in the
Mass. This;gommon_heritage should motivate the Church towards

a-preferential treatment of the Jews.

In the volumes written on Karol Woytila, John Faul II, there
{ B ' g _ ; . ; : -y
is not a single instance of any participation by him in any
;E?/,,»anti-SemitiEgact;' Quite'the contrary, he has always been a man
oo ; ' NHowever,
~of deep compassion and impeccable ethics. Bﬂ#(%ﬁé’homeland-of-
: % : KILLINGS
_—~ John Paul II was-the site of pogroms, slanders and E&?égfﬁ'
which turned into the-maésfﬁa;333qu Jews. Percentage-wise, very
: : _ ety e ey
few Jews survived Nazi_terrqEREE/Poland.' The Nazis chose Poland
- as the site for the most infamous concentration and extermina-
tion camps, because the anti-Semitic climate permitted it.
By .the same token, there were men and women of noble sentiments
iﬁ the Poland of yesteryear, and the same holds true for the
Poland of today. Among them are ‘those who risked their lives
so they could save others, and some of them perished because
of their daring heroism. Can the Poles of today perchance be

‘Blamed for their ancestors' deeds? Indeed not.

!

An understanding of the nature of the Jewish statuslreﬁuiréé
a terminolégy different from that used for other peoples or
religions., To be a Jew implies much more than a religion. It
includes belonging to a large family descending from those

who weré at-thé foot of Mount Sinai, in the desert, where they
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heard and absorbed the eternal Ten Commandments. For centuries,
this people-religious community was a scapegoat of weaknesses
from outside, a defenseless pawn at the mercy of despo@% and

tyrants. The establishment of the State of Israel, the Jewish

"State, has completely changed the rules of the game. Jewish

blood can no longer be spilled,with the world as an indifferqpt
onlooker. When a plane and its passengers were hijacked to ‘
Entebbe, a remote place in Africa, and all were permitted to
leave the aircraft except the Jews, Israel, thousasnds of miles
away, sent its troops to rescue them.

: //”_:\v\
The land of Israel has a deep religious meaning for the Jewish
People. Bet Ha-Mikdash, th;\HSIy Temple erected by Kiﬁg Solomon,
destroyed by the Assyrian Babylonians, rebuilt, destroyed a
second time by the Romans in 70 c.e., can be erected only on
a specific mount in the city of Jerusalem. The Jewish tradition
has 613 Mitzvot, ordinances, the,Pentateuch, and an overwhelm-
ing portion of this number can be observed only in the land

of Israel. The relationship between the Jewish People and

‘the State of Israel rests on this historical-religious basis,

because nearly the entire biblical account took place on its
soil as an answer to anti-Semitism, often active and vicious,
but always latent. In the final 'anal_ysis, the State of Israel
is the only effective guarantee for the physical safety of

the Jewish People.
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John Paul II, successor to John XXIII, can strengthen the
rapprochement between fhe Catholic Church and the Jewish People.
The concrete proof, of the greatest relevance and importance
today, would unquestionably be the establishment of official
diplomatic relations between the Vatican and the State of Israel.
This is the link which can bring John Paul II and the Jews t

more closely together.
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NA trajinada’ anécdcia cuents que-”

en un salén de clases el profesor
encomendo a sus alumnos escribir un en-
sayo sobre el elefante. E] alumno briti-
nico escribié acerca de “La caceria de
los elefantes”. El alumno nortezmerica-
no intitulé su trabajo *“Maneras de au-
mentar 1a eficlencia en la reprodvccion
de los elefantes’. El alumno judio coloca
en la czbecera de su trabajo *“Los ele-
fantes y €l problema judio’. La moraleja

_de la anécdota es que los judios vemos
las cosas a través de un prisma muy -
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sacrificios que f'uemn el resultado directo
de una Iglesia brutal. Y esto es necesa-
rio decirlo abiertamenle para poder
apreciar la enorme diferencia entre las
relaciones actuales y las de las olras
épocas. En la cludad, de Lima. capital
del Peni, una de las cuadres que dan a
la Plaza de Armas, la central en 13 gran

.mmayoria de las ciudades peruanas, se
- liama Judios. Décadas atrds esta misma
cuadra se llamaba Matajudios. Segun los

- historiadores, pasaban por esta cuadra

particular y segin muchos somos super-

sensitivos y sobrereaccionamos a clertas
situaciones. No obstante lo antedicho,

_contlnuo con el titulo del presenle ensa-

-y a.,,_.,

La reciente \dslr.a de! Pnpa Juan Pablo
II tue extraordinaria desde todo punto de
vista Los que-tuvimos el privilegio de
charlar personalmente con él, atesorare.
mos el recuerdo de su amabilidad, calor
humano y aguda inteligencia como una
experiencia inolvidable y de gran valor.
Presidi 1a comitiva representativa de
Crisev, el Comité de Relaciones entre

Iglesias y Sinagogas Establecidas en Ve- -

nezuels, que tuve un encuentro con Juan
Pablo II en la Nunciatura Apostélica. En
una respuesta inesperada y sumamente

.cordial a un saludo que le ofreci, el Papa

hizo referencia a varios puntos que a
conunuaclfm deseo reiterar.

En primer término, dijo Juan Pablo 1I

que ‘se sentia emocionado porque un hijo
del Pueblo Elegido de Israel, el pueblo

que dio comienzo al diilogo de Dios con . :

toda la humanidad, le hubiese dirigido
palabras de bienvenida. En segundo tér-
mino hizo mencién de mi nacimlento en *
la Patria polaca y a la heroica nacién

‘que en ella.habita. Por ultimo reafirmo

que el pronunciamiento Nostra Aetate del
Concilio Vaticano II que hace referencia
a la relacion de la Iglesia con el judais-

mo es obligante para é! y para toda la .

Iglesia como una inspiracién del Espiritu -

Santo y como un mensaje divino. ~.
Nostra Aetate se ha convertido en la

de edificar una nueva relacion entre la
Iglesia Catdlica y el Pueblo Judie, por
dos razones fundamentales: Primero, el
Concilio Vaticano II reconoce la legilimi-
dad de otras confesiones religiosas, pri-
vando de tal modo a la Iglesia de la ex-

clusividad en la bisqueda de la verdad .

religiosa. Segundo, afirma que no se pue-
de culpar a todos los judios de la época
de Jesis de su cruclfixién y desde luego
que no se puede culpar a los judios per-

tenecientes a las generaclones posterio- -

res a este evento, que es de profunda
significacion para el mundo cristiano. Es
Impasible sobreestimar la importancia de
esta nueva postura de la Iglesia. La his-
toria del fudaismo abunda en martirios v

* pledra fundamental sobre la cual se pue- -

_Catélicos Fernando e Isabel. -
* 'Desde luego no vamos a culpar, noso-

aquellos “marranos” judios que habian
sido sentenciados a un auto de fe, a ser.
quemados vivos, por la Santa Inquisicion.
El afo 1492 es célebre por el gran descu-
brimiento de Cristébal Colon, pero al
. mismo tiempo es infame por la expulsion
de los judios de Espana por los Reyes

tros los fudios, al mundo cristiano de hoy
por las atrocidades que fueron cometidas
-en siglos pasados. Sf es asi ;por qué

mencionarlo.? Santayana solia deeir que «

aquéllos que no estudlan Ja Historla es-
tan destinados a cometer los errores que
ya fueron heches. El saneamiento de una
relacion requiere una franca exposicion
de toda dolencia del pasado para poder
emprender nuevos capitulos del encuen-
tro entre €l Cristianismo y el Judzismo.
Pero se reguiere algo adicional que es
de capital importancia para el estableci-
miento de relaciones profundas y durade-
ras entre ambas grandes religiones.

.Cuando Juan Pablo II expresé que yo

era un hijo del Pueblo Elegido que habia
" dado comienzo al didlogo de Dios con la
_humanidad, utilizd, verbatim, las pala-
" bras del lexto de Nostra Aetate. Fue un
reconccimiento de la raiz judia del Cris-
tianismo. Después de todo, Jesiis habia
nacido, vivido, predicado y muerto como
judio. Es imposible un entendimiento ca-
bal del Cristianismo sobre la base de una
ignorancia del Judaismo. En oportunida-
des, cuando esloy presente en una misa
Catdlica, me pregunto si el sacerdote ofi-
ciante conoce & fondo lo que realmente
estd haciends. Porque hay numerosas
raices netamente judias en la misa. Esta
herencia comin deberia de impulsar a la
Iglesia a una relacién muy pre!erenctal
con el mundo judio.

En ningin momento he leido en los vo-
limenes que han sido escritos sobre Ka.
rol Woytila, Juan Pablo II, que hubiese
participado en algin aclo antisemita.
Muy al contrario, siempre fue un hombre

" de grandes sentimienlos de compasion y

de intachable moral. Pero la tierra natal
de Juan Pablo II fue sitio de progroms,

_asesinatos y calumnias que se desalzban

en matanzas masivas de judios. Muy po-
cos judios, parcentualmente, sobrevivie.
ron al ferror nazi en Polonia. Las mas
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wames campos de mncenzracmn vy,
terminio fueron ublcados por los maz:= -
Polonia, porgue e! ambiente antise.
lo permitia. La Polonia de otrora ¥
actual también goza de hombres y ==,
res de sentimientos nobles. Enire e.
hay quienes expusieron sus propias viZ ..
para salvar la de otros, y algunos 'a ;-
dieron por su osada valentia. ;Ti=c-
acaso la culpa los polacos de hoy gr
que hicieron sus a.nlepasadus" Defir:: -
mente no. =

Un entenmmmlo de la naturale= -
la condicion judia requiere unz momz:-
clatura diferenle a la que se apl=
otros pueblos o religiones. Ser judic i~
plica mucho mas que religion Inz.
pertenencia & una gran familia. de:zc:
diente de. aquelios quienes estuvierc:
ple del Monte Sinai donde, en el desiz=.
escucharon y asimllaron los eternos io..
Mandamiertos. Por siglos este puszi>.
munidad religiosa sirvié de chive =
torio de debilidades ajenas y de p:
defenso en las manos de déspoias v : -
nos. El establecimiento del Estads &= .
rael, el Estado Judio, ha cambiade |
reglas del juego por completo. La ==1;°
judia ya no puede correr mas anie ii .
diferencia del mundo. Cuando-en Ec:.
un lugar remoto de Africa, un avié= -
sus pasajeruos fueron secuestrados y .
permitio a todos abandonar la aerc=
menos a los judios, Israel, desde =..
de kiiometros envid sus tropas para o
calarios.

La tierra de Isrnel tiene hondz 3 il
caclon religicsa para el Pueblo Judic.
Bet Hamikdash,- el Templo msiz:.,
por el Rey Salomon, destruido pcr .
Babilonlos Asirios, nuevamente recc
truido, y por segunda ver destruids ;
los Romanos en el ano 70, solo pueds .
girse en un monte especifico de ks -
de Jerusalem. En la tradicion juca .
pueden encontrar 613 mitzvol, ordsne
zas, en el Pentateuco y un nhimere ;:
ponderante de esta eifra tiene wigsr:
unicamente en la tierra de Israel Lz -
lacién entre el pueblo judio y el Es=
de Israel tiens esa base histérico-rel >
sa porque casi Ia lotalidad del relz’c
blico se desarrollé en sus fierras
como respuesta a un antisemnitismo, -
frecuencia activo y virulento, pero s..-
pre latente, el Estado de Israel es, &
timas cuentas, el nico y efectivo gz
te de la seguridad fisica del puebio juc

Juan Pablo I, como sucesor de ..
XXIIi, puede profundizar el acerc.:_—_
to de la Iglesia Catédlica con el Juiz
,EI hecho concreto, que en Ja actc. .
tendria la mayor relevancia e u.—.,..,-
cla, seria sin duda el establecimiez:
relaciones diplomdticas formales e::::
Valicano y el Estado de Jsrael Esx.:
el lazo que prede acercar mas a J..
Pahla T v 5 Ins indine
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date September 24, 1985
to Marc H. Tanenbaum
from Jacob Kovadloff
subject

Attached please find the translation into
English of the final statement made by
the Judeo-Catholic Encounter in Bogota,
Colombia which took place from August
19-21st.

The original in Spanish had appeared in
the CELAM Bulletin on August 28th.

It is my personal dpihion that it is a
very poor piece.

Regards.

JK/BJB
attachment

winpueJdouwauws



(Translated from the Spanish)

FROM C.E.L.A.M. Bulletin, August 28, 1985

STATEMENT BY JUDEO-CATHOLIC ENCOUNTER

BOGOTA -

At its final session, the Judeo-Catholic Encounter, held at CELAM's
headquarters in Bogot4, from August 19 to 21, 1985, attendea by
representatives of the Latin American Jewishlﬁongress and the
Anti-Defamation League of the U.S., in.behalf of the Jewish community,
as well as by members of the Catholic Church, (and) Representatives
of the aaiécéﬁgh Conferences of Latin America, issued the following

statement:

"We have gathered in order to examine the current status of relations between

- Jews .and Catholics, twenty years after the Second Vatican Council's Nostra Aetate

statement. This document explicitly recognized our common heritage of beliefs,
expressed regret over our past, emphasized that the crucifixion of Christ must
neither be attributed indiscriminately to all Jews then living, nor to. Jews living

today, and deplored anti-Semitism. -

"The friendiy atmosphere, spiritual warmth, and openness prevailing at the meeting
was conducive to an analysis of what we have in common and what dlfferentlates us

thus making it possible to become better acquainted with one another.

"Topics examined from different angles were: interreligious dialogue, the famiLy
and future of the faith, how Jews and Catholics should be presented in the teach;n

ings.in the respective communities, as well as social problems in Latin America.



"We discussed the sitUatipn in Latin America,'cﬁaracterized by dire poverty-in
many sectors; the external debts of the cquntries which standén the way of their
development and hinder the democratic procesg; the lack of a pfoper perspective
in order to rectify the situation; the dissemination of ideas opposed to |
collective ethics by exclusively emphasizin&?ﬁéalth and individualism, whichlruns
counter to community and family_life; Therefore,the two communities, by pooling
their spiritual strength, based on faith and God's word, must take a joint
initiative and center the peoples of Latin America around positive values which

" can be translated into action.

e believe that education should be baséd on our spiritual and family values.
We recognize that the two communities of belief must favor and give impetus to
ethical and spiritual values conducive to action for the sake of mankind,

respect, and dignity; to the ability of peoplesto exeréise their own free will,

and to the unity of Latin America centered around our spiritual values.

"We urge that the con;lugions of the Holy See's latest document be elaborated
upon,so that Jews may be presented accurately in Catholic .teachings. We have
examined the values set forth in this document, and emphasize that the

_following topics need further clarification: the land, the State of Israel,

and the significance of the Holocaust for Jews and Christians.”

"From the meeting place of this Encounter, we should like to send forth a
message of peace and brotherhood to all peoples of the Americas, within the

framework of respect for the religious identity of all."
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Al terminar el Encuentm Judag-Catélicg renlindo lna dias .

" 19 a 21 del presente en la sede del CELAM, Bogotd, repre-
sentantes de la comunidad judfa a travém del, Langreso Judifo
Latinoamericano y de la Liga contra la Di famacién de los
Estados Unidos de Norteamérica, juntamente con miembros de

2  la Iglesia Cawli@pruanmteg de las Conferencias -
Episcopales del Continente, emitieron el siguiente comuni- -

RTe s \-vc‘-.#m ATy S A SR TR R e

: "Noa hemoa raunido parn calebrar el estado actual de las mlac:l.onu antre
judios y catélicos veinte afios después de la Declaracidn del Concilio Vati
cano II- "Nostra Aetate®™ que explicitamsnte reconocié nuyestro pntrinonio

e

comin de fe, lamentd nuestro pasado; subrayando que 18 erucifixiéd de’ Cris '

to no puede ser atribuida ni indistintamente a todos los judfos que mton-
ces vivian ni a los judfos de hoy y deplors sl a.nt:lnm:ltlsmo. e
"‘,ﬁ o

Un ambiente de gran fraternidad. cal.or espiritual y t‘ranco raspeto favore-
cié la reflexién sohre lo que nog es comin y scbre nuestras difemnclall.

v

para conogernog mejosv, o : : £ o EaR

En esta ocapgidn los temas tratados desde las respectivas visiones fueron:
el didlogo interreligioso, la familia y el futuro'de la fe, ‘la pre#entaciin
de Judios y Catélicos en la ensefianza de laa reapqctivas comunidadeu X, la
problemética social latincamericana,” ' "

Analizamos la situ=cién de América Latina caracterizada por la extrema po-
breza de muchos sectores; por las deudas axternas de los paises que-‘-!fhpoaj_
bilitan su desarrollo y obstaculizan la democracia; la falta de perspecti-
va para subsanar esta situacidén; la difusién de conceptos que atentan con-
tra la moral colectiva que al poner énfasis exclusivo en las riquezas y en
el individualismo, atenta contra la vida comunitaria y familiar. Frente a
esta situacién las dos comunidades con el aporte de su fuerza espiritual,
basada en la fe y en 1a Palabra de Dios para asi hallar soluciones concretas,

deben tomar una iniciativa en comin para unir a los pueblos del Continente.

en valores positivos.que inspiren -lw'-ggc;éa.. e It

Queremos propender por una educacidén fundamentada en nuestros valores espi-
rituales y familiares. Reconocemos que las dos comunidades de fe debemos
favorecer e impulsar valores éticos y espirituales que animen las acc:iones
en favor del hombre, del respeto a su dignidad; la libertad de los pueblos
a su libre -determinacién y propender por la unidad continental alredqdor
de nuestros valores espirituales.

Es urgente elaborar las conclusiones del dltimo documento de la Santa Sede
para una correcta presentacién de los judfos en la ensefianza catdlica, Re
flexionamos sobre los valores de este documento y destacamos como temas a
profundizar los relativos a la tierra, al Estado de Israel y el significa-
do del Holocausto para los Judios y Cristianos. ;n

Desde esta sede del Encuentro gueremos dar un mensaje de paz y fratermidad

a todos los pueblos de las Américas, en el marco del respeto a la identidad

religiosa de todos".
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" ‘.;:;Bijﬂ una ”Suca (Cabana conmemorativa)
Rcon l,;’),armemn "fratemalmenle .y.en amistad”, el
y‘,el .vino, las maxamas,jerarqulas eclesidsti-
_udias el XX. Amversar:o de la Declaracién

] .OSTRA AETATE dei Conm lio Vaticano II, en
; e de la Unién Israellta de’ .Caracas en San
E‘ rr;a rding. .
E{ ‘ste docurnente de. grsn lmportancin para la
:?‘9"?? del” mundo creyenté, ‘concebido bajo el
%Qato papal de Juan xxm ‘insiste en el esta-
‘mlemo de una relacién de’ amistad y frater-

n Egd'con el judalsmo mundial En el afirma que
ngﬁg'e puede culpar a_lodos 05 judios de la época
de‘ la miierte de Jesus, y° muchoc menos a los ju-
d:?s ‘de las generacaones posteriorea a este acon-

1 e‘ l{) :

babmdad de*comumcam con: Dios fuera del cris-
[tlamqmo dando: por: 1o tanto; legitimidad a los
jotras grandes rellglonew monoteistas.: 1 -

| En‘el acto que conté ademds con la asistencia
de dos rabinos provenientes de México y Estados
Unidos y que vino siendo una reunién extraordi-

'El XX Amversano de la “Nostra Aetat,e" B
[elesias agrupadas en “Crlsev”
_celebramn la decnsmn ecuménica

* Nudelstejer, y representantes de la Union Israe-
" lita'Luterana, la Evangélica Presbiteriana, la Igle-

naria del Comité de Relacmnes entre Iglesias y
Sinagogas’ establecidas en Venezuela (CRISEV),
se exaltd la vigencia de este pronuhciamiento
hecho publico el 28 de octubre de 1965, e

La fragil cabafa, que constituye un simbolo |
para los israelies en estas festividades de los ta- |
bérnaculos, cobij6 al Rabino Marc Tanenbaum, |
alto ejecutivo del American Jewish Committee de | !
Estados Unidos y a su representsnte en México el
publicista, periodista y- Rabino en México, Sergio

sia Evangélica Libre, la Iglesia Luterana, la B'nai
B'rth y otros miembros de Uni6n..
Por la Ig!esiaCatﬁlkaRmmna.seumlownla
.presencia del cardenal José Alf Lebnin Moratinos, el |
Nuncio Apostélico Luciano Storero, el obispo auxi:
Iia.rysecmtanugmern]deta(jﬁv de Caracas, Mon-
seilor José Vicente Henriquez, el obispo auxiliar de
Caracas y vicepresidente de Crisev, Alfredo Rodrf-
Plguem. obispo auxiliar de Caracas, Manuel

: Delssdo. el director del departamento de Comuni:

|
cacién Social de la' CEV, Amador Merino; el director )
del departamento de Migracién y Turismo, padre
‘Sante Cevellin, el padre Carlos Porras, padre Vives ‘
|
]{
/f

" Surié, padre William Delgado, réctor del Seminario

de El Hatillo y ei padre Carlos st Sirvem, rector
de "El Placer”:

—— o L

|
|

i apua‘%tar hacia lo que nos une

w

Bl rabl no Pynchas Brener ) :

El momento hlstorico nos obhga_.

R U ..' TN s T
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WFZ para &l rabinio Pync!ms Brencr._presldentq,de_ “*m
la Uni6n lsraeiltn de Caracas, la Declaracion Nos-
tra Ae(ate es un documento que’ depués“de 20
l:afos de ex:stencia no se. convirité ‘en un Docu-’
- mento arqueoléglco sino que por el oommrio.
esla "vivo dentm de laiglesia’.

Ocasndn" psta que ayer fue motivo’ de regoci-
lebracién "por la comunidad jsraeli y la

—Creo que en estos momentos '-tenemos

osc;
- cesidad de paz y convivencla-y que debsmusiid
‘apuntar més hacia.lo que nos.uné qug&ga 8

S mana. ue nos separa... 2
Varias fueron las con- 9

!g‘wa Catdlica R? stor judio hizo en un dfa de 'EI rabino Brener recordé a‘los pe oQ;__ ’ﬁ_&%: 5

R . este encuentro lo que hace es poner de man

reflexion colectiva amenizado por un almuerzo.
I qmwmmummmnmremm
1delaiglmcmﬂlmme]puebtomd&) El Docw

amistad cercana que existe aqul en Venezue-
;;n:ntre la lglesia Cnél!m vl Ia eomunidad judia. |

\ sideraciones quée
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' El cardenal José Alf bebn’m

Todos los cmstlanos estamos umdos
ala

"El puebloludio yla Ig!esm son heredems de las promesas
que el Sefior le hizo al pueblo escogido”, afirmé el cardenal Le-
* brun en ‘el encuentro celebrado en la Umt&n Israelita de Cara-

cas, para conmemorar el XX aniversario de la promulgacion del
- documenta “Nostra Aetate™ del Concilio Vaticano 1.

Muy satisfewcho de asistir a esta celebraci6n se confeso el
tamblén Arzobispo de Caracas, por contarse su -voto entre los
dos mil 221 pronunciamientos positivos que materializaron
este deseo de Su Santidad Juan XXIII, "verdadero artifice de

- este proyecto”. .

Su disertacién ante la nutrida concurrencia verso sobre la
cercanfa y la procedencia comun de la ‘vocacion cristiana y
judia, quienes reconocen e invocan a Abraham como su Padre.

2, ¢ : : L —EIl ‘'mayor timbre para establecer los linderos es que

Jesus es ‘judio y la Virgen Santisima es'judia, de manera que
e Ll cardeml José All Lebrin dep.me con el rabino Pynchu Brener. A su dlellt‘i’ yenlos | . tradicion est4 presente en nuestro corazén. Creo que
extremos los rabinos Invitados Marc Tanenbaum y Sergio Nudelstejer, de Estados Unidos y ‘muchas veces nosotros-los hombres, somos los que vamos en-
S México, mpectlvmenle (F"“’ Ramon Garcla) venenando al hombre v a las razas.

L4

i

El Cardenal ademas considert opor(uno recordar que
ambas religiones leen la misma biblia “y que bajo la Ley de
Nosta Aetate, la relacion se ha hecho y seguird haciéndose mas
fructuosa lo cual permite ir creando en el mundo ese gran sen-
tido que tenemos de la dignidad de ser hijos de Dios...".

—Las relaciones de la Iglesia Catélica con el pueblo judio
son esenciales. Todos los cristianos estamos unidos a la misma
cepa del pueblo judio.

Refiri6 el cardenal Lebrin que el Papa Juan XXIII encargé
al cardenal jesuita Agustin Bea, rector del Instituto Biblico,
para que propusiera el Documento, el cual se estudié y aprob6
en el Concilio Vaticano 11 en octubre del 65. Su nombre provie-
ne, como el de todas las enciclicas y documentos vaticanos de

la utilizacién de las dos primeras palabras conque se inicia el
mismo en el idioma latin y la traduccién de Nostra Aetate al
castellano es "nuestra edad”.

—¢Cree usted que se han cumplldo las asplraclones de ese
Documento?

—En cuanto se puede yo dirfa que se ha cumplido con bas-
tante perfeccién, no totalmente, pero si-se ha avanzado bastan-
te. Ya no hay aquellas actitudes del pasado que hicieron histé-
rico el maltrato hacia los judfos. Estos inconvenientes a Dios

i ehand S d OSSN 3
gracias s ido superando. be
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i wAfter you B.eft Venezuela, the p:cess, :radlo and T.v. medla gave B tz- ;
a full coyerage of the .conmemoration of the 20th. Anniversary of the : .:-
Second FAtican «Council document "Nostra -Aetate".which took place un— -
der the -auspices of the Coumitte of Relations between Churches and °
Synagogues in Venezuela (CRISEV) -and with the presence of Cardinal f
José 1ebrfn :and the ‘papal harbinger Monseigneur ILuciano Storero, as 5
well as high dignataries and representatives of different religious : .y
faiths. - All jpointed out clearly your outstanding:participation and
the presence of. Rabbi Pynchas Brenner.: One .of the most important-te-
levision network in Caracas mentianed that it is the first time-that |
such an .mportant eyvent between chnstlans and Jews took place in
Caracas.

hdm

‘u‘_{“

S:mular ccm:entanes were heard armg many ne.rd:e.rs of the Jewz.sh
Commnity in Caracas during the Shabbath :Services held-on friday nlght .
in the Synagogue of the Union Israelita {the Ashkenazi Reh.tla)

Please find enclosed cllppmgs of dlfferent newspapers frorm Ch—- £
racas in relatlon with this activity : ¥
Ch Frlday, Ot:tober 4th I held m:portant meetmgs At '? o clock
in the morning I had the hcnor of inviting for an early breakfast Dr. = < -

Luis Manuel Carbanell, Minister of Public Education®in thé Govémment -
of Venezuela, with wham I held a long conversation. ‘Dr. Carbonell con-
gratulated the American Jewish Committee and me for taking the initia-
tive to hold“in- Carcas .the conmemoration ‘of the 20th mmversary of =
the Second Vatican Council documefit "Nostra Aetite". He' Was mfonred
of t.hls event through the press and T.V. "nedJ.a. Bl g

ow
Ett £ £ a8 :';.u.‘ Lhez

Gcmcerm‘ng other issués, Dr.’ Caﬂxnell tald me thart before Pre-
sident Lusinchi of Venezuela left for New York to speak before the U.N.
he had the opportunity of meetmg with him and -bf discussing the' Human
Rights' situation of the Jews in the Soviet' Um.cm ‘President "Lilsinchi ¥, &
was sympathetic and prcm.sed te mentlon th.'Ls issue xd'senever he would " SLAT1L

have the opportunity to do 80." Tc ' e iEae TS ;—._;,__:e-r,-.._e:,;-:-..f;a—'

Dr Luls Carbonell was leaving that same day to a number of Euro-
pean countries, among them Spain and Bulgaria. He assured me he would speak
abgrt Soviet Jewry with high ranking officials in Bulgaria. He also pro-
mised to meet personally while in Spain with President Felipe Gonzalez
with whom he will discuss and support the matter concerning the dlplo—
matic relatlms between Israel and Spa;m _



Dr. Luis Carbonell was sorry he did not meet you and I told him 5
that due to previous engagements you couldn't stay langer. For your
information, Dr. Carbonell, before being appointed Minister of Education,
for many years he was an activenenbermour(xmmtteemmet.}'ewry
in Venezuela and a few years ago he participated in cne of the seminaries
held in Mosccw for scientists and met there with Jew:Lsh act:w:lsts and
refuseniks. - : :

.I also had the _c:hance of meeting with Dr. Efrafn Shacht Aristiguieta,
former Minister of Foreign Affairs, distinguished professor of International
Law and, at present, Counsellor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. We
held a fnendly exchange of opinions and of points of view in relation
to the isspe of Zionism-Racism, during which time he assured me that the v
policy of the Venezuelan Government is a friendly one towards the State )
of Israel and that his country would never support an anti-Zionist-standing in
spite of the fact that Venezuela is a member of OPEC. At the same time, and
in his position as President of the Venezuelan Committee on Soviet Jewry,

I informed him about the recent meeting of the Presidium in Washington. Dr.
Shacht told me that during October and November, they would hold a number
of public activities in behalf of Soviet Jewry and that they will also meet
with the President of the Venezuelan Parliament to ask him to bring up the
subject of Soviet Jewry in the next ILatin American Interparliamentarian
‘meeting. '

I met with the new Ambassador of Israel in Venezuela, Mr. Oscar Pri-Sar
who just recently came to Caracas. I spent more than an hour discussing
with him different issue$ and establishing a gcnd rapport between him and
the American Jewish Committee.

I informed Ambassador Pri-Sar about the activities of the AJC at a
National and Intemational level, stressing the important work carried
out by our Jerusalem office. We agreed to keep constantly in touch and
work together in matters of common interest. Ambassador Oscar Pri~-Sar was
bom in Argentina, he is by profess:.on an ardutect and this is his first
diplomatic appo:.ntment.

The sam—z frlday night, Rabbl Pynchas Brenner invited me to the

Kabbalath Shabbath Services and to speak in the Synagogue before a large

audience. Very briefly I spoke about the activities of the AJC, about the
struggle of soviet Jews in these difficult moments, as well as about the

cata'strophic dimension of the earthquake in Mexico.

NextdayInetmth[Ir Bernardo Kliksberg, dlrectorofthe‘ie‘g:.mal
" Project of the United Nations for ILatin America and the Catibbean, who, in
full detail, informed me about the social and political situation of Venezmla
and of some of the countries of Central America where he is the mpmsmta—
tive of the U.N. '



: Also: I had the chance of meeting with Mr. Ruben Farache, President of
the B'nei Brith in Venezuela, a personal friend of mine, from whom I got
detailed information on the actJ.vitJ.es and problemas of the Jewish Commmity

of Vanezuela

: As youmst surely reme:rrber, thanks to our J.nterventlcm, a few years ago,
a hame for Cuban-Jewish immigrants was opened in Carcas to give them assis-
- tance, medical care and lodgings. Many of the Cuban-Jews who stopped over in
this home, have left to different countries where they have a family, spe-
cially to the United States. The few that remained have made a way of life
in Caracas, thanks to the gmeromty and understanding of the Venezuelan
_ govemnent.

Iwas able to meet with one ofthem Mr. Gregorio Imiac who begged
me that the AJC should try to do its best. to help out three professionals
to leaye Havana. These three men, in whose behalf in the past, we also
interfered, are the following: Dr. Julio Imiac, whose wife and children
are in Venezuela and who asked to be allowed to leave Cuba three years ago;
Dr. Salomon Mitrani, whose wife and twe children already live in Caracas and
who as of 5 years ago is waiting to be able to leave Cuba and Mr. Alberto
Fernandez Vifia, an engineer, who converted to Judaism and also whose Jewish
wife and duldren live in Carzcas. I will try to speak to the Mexican autho-
rities to see if there is any possibility of doing something in behalf of
these three men. Will keep you informed on this matter. -

. I consider that our visit to Carcas was very frm.tful and positive.
Besides the outstanding celebration of the XX Anniversary of the Second
Vatican Council and the fact that you met with important lay leaders of -
the Jewish Commmity of Venezuela, in the special meeting organized by
the CAIV (Confederation of Jewish Institutions in Venezuela), we had
the chance of renewing our personal contact with d:.stmginshed Jewish
and non-Jewish. perscnalities.

Please feel free to make any comments yeu deem necessary.

It was my pleasure to spend sc:rre tJ.me workn.ng toget‘ner with you.
Receive as always my best cordial regards.

cc: David Gordis ' ‘ : ' e

MNavid Harris. =



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

: October 16th, 1985

: Marc H. Tanenbaum
: SErgio Nudelstejer

As per the earthquake, certain information media (press, radio
and T.V.) have started to outspread antisemitic information.

Some pointed out that a few days after the earthquake, Jewish
businessmen came with trucks, loaded them and carryied out their
belongings and machinery from the damaged buildings, while nearby
there were still corpses laying around and surviyors still under
a mountam of debris.

This campaign, which continues i1l now, is being encouraged
and used politically by some left-wing growps who at the moment are
trying to organize the seamstresses, which are now jobless, not
because they were fired but because the buildings housing the fac-
tories they worked in are either in bad shape or have collapsed.

" Some of these jobless people expect compensations for having lost

their work and others expect indeminizations for the ones that
died under the collapsed buildings.

The garment industry in Mexico, which suffered very serious
losses, is mainly in Jewish hands, and these Jewish businessmen ha-
ve lost, either totally or partially, their enterprises.

We hope that this antisemitic campaign will not get very far
ahead and be stopped in time, before it becomes a general danger
to the commmity.

Will keep you informed on this issue, meanwhile receive as

- always my best cordial regards.

copies:

David Gordis

. David Harris

wnpuejowaul



REPORT ON THE EARTHQUAKE IN MEXICO

By Serglo Nudelstejer
Director, AJC Mexican/Central Anerlcan Office
October 16th, 1985

This is a follow up on my previous report dated Septe:mber 23rd on
the situation in Mexico after the earthquake. *

GENERAL VIEW

We cannot consider the number of victims given at the moment, as the
exact ones due to the fact that it is very difficult to establish exact
figures ‘due to the prevailing chaotic situation in Mexico. It is mentioned
that about 100,000 people were left homeless. Five hundred buildings fell
down completely and just debris remains; other 700 buildings were semi-
destroyed and 7,000 buildings and houses were damaged. '

Among the destroyed buildings are a number of schools, therefore in
many parts of the city there are no clases going on. Each school building
is being checked before allowing it to be re-opened for its normal use. At
the same time, a large numbre of hospitals suffered severe damage, among
them the National Medical Center which belongs to the National Social Security,
and whichat one time was said to be the most camplete and modern hospital com-
plex of Latin America and which had a large number of buildings, each for a
different medical specialty. Other government hospitals suffered serious da-

mages as well as private hospitals. This leads to a serious ss.tuatlon in so

far providing medical assistance to the populatlon.

Last Friday, October 11th, President Miguel de la Madrid signed a decnee
to expropriate 7,000 properties (buildings and houses) where it is expected
that the government will build new buildings or re-build the damaged ones which
will be given away or sold to those who lost their homes.

At the moment, there are still open 120 shelters where 30,000 victims
of this tragedy -men, wamen and children—- are getting social assitance while
waiting to be relocated in other apartments or homes, a process which will
take a long time.

It is a tragic sight to see on the walls of the different subway stations,
pictures of hundreds of people unaccounted for and of which information is.
being asked. In the cementeries, hundred of unidentified bodies have been thrown
into a common grave as well as parts of bodies found among the debris of fallen
bu:lelngs. 3

’I'he Mexican government has demded to demolish all damaged buildings and
plans are on the way for the remodeling of certain parts of the city that were
the most affected. The rhythm of city life is slowly getting back to normal,
specially in the commmnications area where phones, telex and telegrams after
three weeks of being. almost void, are working again. '
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.. The go%mrent has started a reconstruction program, méking an appeal to
Mexican citizens to support it financially.

IN THE JWISH COMMUNITY

Aside of the six Jewish v:a.ct:.ms, to date we have no confirmation of any
other demlse within the ccmmmlty

The building of the Ashke.nan Kehila which suffered serious damage, will
have to be repaired and restored. It is being figured out that this will take
more than three months and the Jewish Institutions that maintained their offices -
there such as the Central Jewish Cammittee of Mexico, the Mexican Council of
Jewish Wamen, the B'nei Brith, the Jewish Agency, the Jewish National Fund,
the Zionist Federation, the Hebrew-Yiddish Seminar for Teachers, the Ashkenazi
Kehila, the Rabbinate and the Kosher Restaurant are meanwhile functioning
in other Jewish premises.

.In the garment district in downtown Mexico, many properties and factories
belonging to Jewish families suffered very serious damages and some others totally
collapsed. And a problem has arisen with the destruction of some of these facto-
des: thousands of seamstresse and employees lost their jobs.

On Friday, October 1llth, a delegation of Presidents of the different Jewish
organizations headed by Mr. Bernardo Weitzner, President of the Jewish Central
Committee, were received by the President of Mexico, Miquel De la Madrid. In
the name of the  whole Jewish Commmity they handed in to the President of Mexico
a check on the amount of 500 million pesos (approximately one and a half million
dollars) as a first: cx:-ntrlbutlm to the chmstmctlon Fund.

It is important to stress that for a couple of weeks, many menbers of the .
Jewish commmity, specially Jewish youth helped out working as volunteers in
the shelters organized by the Jewish Commmnity as well as with the Mexican Red
Cross and in the rescue teams, showing their interest and worrying about their
fellow c1t12ens.

g . During Yom Kippur, the Synagogues were packed full as always, contrary to-
what was expected, due to the fright and worry that has resulted as per the

day of the earthquake. In all the Synagogues throughout the Mexican Republic,
special prayers were said for those who lost their lives or dissappeared during
this tragedy.

The Jewish Commmity in Mexico is very grateful to all the Jewish Isstitutions

and Cammnities all ‘over the world, who during those tragic days, expressed throuch

d:.fferent nmeans thelr solidarity Wlth Mex1co, their interest and worry towards
Mexican Jewry.

. To: Marc H. Tanenbaum

David Gordis
David Harris
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CENTRAL AMERICA: A BACKGROUNDER

Sergio Nudelstejer, Director,
Mexican and Central American Office
International Relations Department

American Jewish Committee

For the last several years, Central America has become a very
special focus of attention. With the problems of the international debt
crisis, and political and social upheaval in Central America, this area
is frequently in the headlines of the newspapers. The principal
underlying causes of the conflict are the political and economical
instability in the region.

Geographically, Central America comprises the following countries:
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Belize, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and
Panama, with Nicaragua: the largest (57,143 square miles) and El Salvador
the smallest (8,260 square miles). Guatemala is the most populous (7.7
million) and Belize the least (160,000).

The Central American conflict has been accentudated by the social
and political ideology of the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. The
attitude of the Government of Nicaragua clearly shows its pro-Cuban and
pro-Soviet stance. Neighboring countries such das Honduras and Costa
Rica feel thredatened by the Nicaraguan army and there have been a number
of clashes, which may well lead to an explosion in the region.

The "Contadoga" group, formed by representatives of Mexico, Panama,
Colombia and Venezuela, has tried to find a viable solution to. the
Central American conflict. To this end, it has met a number of times
with the governments of the five countries of the area (excluding
Belize), looking for a way to reach an acceptable solution. In fact, it
is currently meeting and will continue to do so through the first part
of November. Recently, the Contadora Group has gained the support of
other Latin American countries, known as the "Lima Group," which
includes Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay.

When the Sandinistas came to power by -overthrowing the Somoza
government in 1979, there were no more than a dozen Jewish families left
in the country; virtually all the others -- some 40 families -- had
departed voluntarily to rebuild their lives elsewhere. Two members of
the - Jewish community were placed under arrest and accused of being sup-
porters of the Somoza regime, but were later freed. Today there remain
only. three Jewish couples in Nicaragua.




The one synagogue that exists in the capital city of Managua is at
present in the hands of the government and a high-ranking member of the
Sandinista Party has officially said that his government is ready to
refurbish and restore the synagogue and give it back to the Jewish
communLty. In the absence of a Jewish community, however, the problem
is who will accept responsiblllty for the bulldlng

With regard to the Sandinlsta Government s relatlons with Israel,
Israel's arms sales to the former Somoza regime have left a bltter
legacy in Nicaragua, one which the PLO is continuously using for its
anti-Zionist and anti-Israeli purposes. During .the revolution against
the Somoza dictatorship,; the PLO gave military support and training to
the Sandinistas and today they maintain an office in Managua with a
large staff, seeking to spread their influence to other countrles in
Latin Amerlca. ;

El:-Salvador is another country that has for many years suffered the
attacks and subversion of strong guerrilla groups whose aim has been the
overthrow of the different governments, including the -present regimé of
Jose Napoleon Duarte, who was elected president through democratlc
elections.

Some other countries in the area are moving towards a democratic

‘form of government. Guatemala, for example,; is expected to hold free

elections in November, and is seeking to change from a military regime
to a freely-elected government. Elections will also soon be held in
Honduras and Costa Rica, the latter, of course, being ‘a long standlng
model of democracy in Latin America.

The 3ewish Communities in the Area

Most of the Central American countries have small Jewish communi-
ties. In Guatemala, there are approximately 1,500 Jews; in El  Salvador,
from an earlier Jewish population of 300 only 100 remain; the Jewish
community of Honduras has about 150 people; Nicaragua's original 130
Jewish members now number only seven; the Jewish community of Costa.Rica
totals 2,500 people; and Panama has the largest Jewish populdtion ‘in
Central Amerlca -- about 5, DOO. -

More than twenty years ago, a Federation of Jewish Communities of
Central America and Panama, known by its acronym FEDECO, was formed with
the purpose of uniting the different Jewish communities, improving their
programs of education and youth groups, and permitting an exchange of
information on developments in the respective communities. From
FEDECO's beginning, the American Jewish Committee has collaborated
closely and AJC representdtives have attended almost:all of FEDECO'
bi- annual meetlngs. '

1mbued with a deep sense of Jewish identity and’' concern about their
future, especially about the younger generations, some of these communi-
ties, with great effort, maintain Jewish schools, synagogues, rabbis,
youth movements, Jewish sports centers and a strong feeling of kinship

™
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with the State of Israel, as well as very good relations with other
Jewish communities in Latin America and in the United States. AJC
during two decades has been in permanent contact with these individual
communities, trying to assist them through programming, distribution of
materials and delegation visits.

It should be noted that both Costa Rica and El Salvador have moved
their embassies from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, notwithstanding the threat
of political and economical pressures from the Arab world, and, with the
exception of Nicaragua, all the countries of Central America enjoy close
bilateral relationships with Israel. At the UN, for example, these
countries have demonstrated strong support for Israel.

Although the Jewish communities in Central America are relatively
small in size, they maintain a very active Jewish life and are con-
sidered by each of their governments to be an integral part of the
fabric of their country, active in the economic, social and cultural
spheres, and seeking to make a contribution to the development of the
region. At the same time, like their fellow citizens, they are deeply
troubled by the conflicts in the area and the threats such instability

pose for the future.
* * *

October 1985
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Traﬁslatien of te;ex -~ - February 25,I1986

For Mr.

Re:

Steinberg

Mission to Soutﬁ America

This is a first draft program, with a tentative indication of, the activities

~in each place, leaving the timing for when the project is more defined:

Buenos

Aires, May 15 to 19
Reception at the LAIC
Meetings with DAIA and Vaad Hakehilot

Visits to Hebraiea, Latin—American.Rabbinic Seminary, and a school of the
Vaad Hachinuch

Israeli and USA Emhassjs

Meetings with members of Parliament, Hinlstry of Froeign Relationms,
and Buenos Aires municipality =~ . - N,

Meeting with journmalists
Kabalat Shabat at the TEmplo Libertad
Public meeting in the auditorium of the Kehila

Mon:ev1deo May 19 and. 20

Reception at the Comite Central Israelita

Press conference

Amari;an'and Israeli embassies e i
Meetings with autﬁoritiés of the Executive and Parliament

Visit to a Jewish school

. Sao Paulo, May 21 and 22

Rio de

Reception at the Confederagao Israelita do Brasil

Israeli and American consulates

"Visit to the Hebraiéa and a Jewish school

Meetings with members of Parliament and State and municipal authorities

Press conference

Janeiro, May 23 to 25 _
Reception at the Jewish federation of the State of Rio de Janeiro

Press conference

Meetings with State and muniecipal authorities

Sunday

Visit to a cultural institution
Kabat Shabat at the Associagao Religiosa Israelita
May 25, return to the USA

R " = "



LATIN AMERICA

BRIEFING SESSIONS at Department of State
Friday, May 16, 2:00 P.M,

South America

The complexity and variety of the problems that characterize the

South America of the '70s and '80s make it very difficult to understand

the components of their socio-political structures as well as to

f/’predict'¢bp the future. With 6,881,000 square miles and an estimated

population of 271,000,000, it encompasses 11 republics. They are:

Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Columbia, Chile, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru,
Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

There are organized Jewish communities in all 11 countries -- with
a total population of 417,900, out of 464,700 Jews in all of Latin
America. The largest and oldest Jewish community is in Argentina
(283,000) followed by Brazil with 100,000 Jews [American Jewish Year
Book, 1985].

Despite the fact that there is a mixture of ethnic groups living in
all these countries, including Indians, Blacks and Mestizos, the
majority of the immigrants come from European countries. Iberian
culture has dominated this subcontinent. Also, 95% of the total
population belong to the Roman Catholic church.

Contemporary Jewish immigration to South America started at the end
of the last century and was reinforced during World War I and World War
II. Jewish immigrants come from a wide range of European and Arab
countries. As a distinct minority, Jews have often been seen as an
estranged group. Wherever nationalistic and xenophobic trends appeared,
Jews  have been affected by discrimination and been used as scapegoats.
This pattern does not exist in each country (e.g. Brazil), but is most
pronounced in Argentina. , -

In the past few years, with the return of full democratic systems
to Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Peru and Bolivia, the fact that Jewish
politicians were appointed to high positions in the governments under-
scores the general integration of Jews into the mainstream of society.



Problems which affect the South American countries in general
manifest themselves on Jews who, In the main, are part of the middle and
lower classes.

Despite the richness of these countries in natural resources, the
economic and financlal situations are all critical. The external debts
are asphyxiating, the rates of inflation are endemic, and there are
extreme levels of unemployment which are without precedence. Black
markets are threatening all economic programs. The national budgets for
education and public health programs have been reduced to a bare
minimum.

Protectionism by the traditional buyefs of raw materials produced
severe balance of payments.

These economic factors are much more threatening to the stability
of the older democracies of Venezuela and Columbia as well as the
younger ones such as Argentina and Uruguay than the danger of new
dictatorships or military coups.

Terrorist groups are still active in several countries (in fact,
they consist of small, sophisticated armies). Such is the case of the
Maoist Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) in Peru and the M-19 in Colombia.
Violence, crime, robbery, druag abuse, kidnappina for ransom, etc. are
all on the rise in a number of countries.

For both political pragmatism and commercial needs, the relations
between the South American countries and the Arab countries have
increased enormously in the past. Brazil, for example, a leading arms
producer, is selling weapons to most of the Arab countries. L

The PLO offices and Arab representatives in Brazil and Peru carry
on anti-Israel and anti-Semitic propaganda. On the other hand, rela-
tions with Israel are developing normally though the votes in inter-
national forums against Israel are abundant.

The Jewish communities are staunchly Zionist and regularly lobby in
" favor of Israel. Jewish relations with the Catholic church since Vatican
Council II have improved significantly, as exemplified by the Catholic-
Jewish conference, sponsored by AJC and the Conferencia Nacional de
Obispos del Brasil, in San Paolo in November 1985. Among other signifi-
cant results, the conference passed a resolution denouncing the infamous
1975 "Zionism is racism" formulation.

SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Several plans were submitted to the Administration advising ways to
solve the financial problems of Latin American countries, including
the Kissinger Commission and the Inter-American Dialogue headed by
Sol M. Linowitz and Galo Plaza. A third came from the Adminis-
tration itself, known as the Baker Plan which proposed aid in the
amount of $20 billion for the 11 countries most in debt. How did




the countries involved react to this initiative and is any progress
being made?

2. Is there any possibility of having the Organization of American
States act as mediator to resolve the problems of the region in
order to avoid diverse groups from trying to evade the specific
role of the highest Latin American forum?

3. What.are the expectations for change in the two remaining military
dictatorships, Chile and Papaguay?

4, What is the Reagan Administration doinq'to cooperate with the
governments of Columbia and Peru to combat terrorist groups which
affect them? -

5. Is there any prospect of renewing dialogue/'negotiations with
Castro's Cuba?

Central America

For the last several years, Central America has been a very special
focus of attention. With the problems of the international debt crisis,
and political and social upheaval in Central America, this area is
frequently in the headlines of the newspapers. The principal underlying
causes of the conflict are the political and economic instability in the
reqion. .

Geographically, Central America comprises the following countries:
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Belize, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and
Panama, with Nicaragua the largest (57,143 square miles) and E1 Salvador
the smallest (8,260 square miles). Guatemala is the most populous (7.7

million) and Belize the least (160,000).

The Central American conflict has been accentuated by the social
and political ideology of the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. The
attitude of the Government of Nicaragua is decidedly pro-Cuban and
pro-Soviet. Neighboring countries such as Honduras and Costa Rica feel
threatened by the Nicaraguan army and there have been a number of
clashes, which may well lead to an explosion in the region.

The "Contadora" group, formed by representatives of Mexico, Panama,
Colombia and Venezuela, has tried to find a viable solution to the
Central American conflict. To this end, it has met a number of times
with the governments of the five countries of the area (excluding
Belize). Recently, the Contadora Group has gained the support of other
Latin American countries, known as the "Lima Group," which includes
- Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay.

When the Sandinistas came to power by overthrowing the Somoza
government in 1979, there were no more than a dozen Jewish families left
in the country; virtually all the others -- some 40 families -- had
departed voluntarily to build lives elsewhere. Two members of the




Jewish community were placed under arrest and accused of being sup-
porters of the Somoza regime, but were later freed. Today only three
Jewish couples remain in Nicaragua. .

With regard to the Sandinista Government's relations with Israel,
Israel's arms sales to the former Somoza regime have left a bitter
legacy in Nicaragua, one which the PLO is continuously using for its
anti-Zionist and anti-Israeli purposes. During the revolution against
the Somoza dictatorship, the PLO gave military support and training to
the Sandinistas and today they maintain an office in Managua with a
large staff, seeking to spread their influence to other countries in
Latin America.

El Salvador is another country that has for many years suffered the
attacks and subversion of strong guerrilla groups whose aim has been the
overthrow of the different governments, including the present regime of
Jose Napoleon Duarte, who was elected president through democratic
elections.

Some other countries in the area have moved towards a democratic
form of government. Guatemala, for example, held free elections in
November. Elections were also held in Honduras and Costa Rica, the
latter, of course, being a long-standing model of democracy in Latin
America. : i

Most of the Central American countries have small Jewish communi-
ties. In Guatemala, there are approximately 1,500 Jews; in El Salvador,
from an earlier Jewish population of 300 only 100 remain; the Jewish
community of Honduras has about 150 people; Nicaragua's original 130
Jewish members now number only seven; the Jewish community of Costa Rica
totals 2,500 people; and Panama has the largest Jewish population in
Central America -- about 5,000.

Mexico

One of the  key countries in Latin America, Mexico is facing
particular challenges that will have substantial implications for the
Western Hemisphere. With an external debt of 598 billion, a loss of
revenue from falling oil prices, a burgeoning population, and the
devastation wreaked by last year's earthquake, the country suffers from
profound economic uncertainity. At the U.S. doorstep, the future
stability and well-being of Mexico is a profound importance to
Americans. At the same time, Mexico, as a member of the four-nation
Contadora Group, is actively involved in the search for a negotiated
settlement to the troubled Central American region, an area which,
beginning with Guatemala, extends from its sourthern border. ;

* * ¥ ¥ %K
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SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

‘What realistic prospects exist for a negotiated regional settlement

to the problems arising from the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua?
How does the U.S. view the utility of the Contadora process? Is
there a possibility of U.S. military action against Nicaragua?

What is the future of democratic rule in El Salvador, Guatemala and

Honduras? How serious are the domestic and external threats to the
stability of the current freely-elected regime5°

What role is the U.S. playing in addressing the current Mexican

. economic crisis? What more should the_U.S. be doing?

To what degree should the issue of Nicaraguan anti-Semitism be a
factor in the U.S. policy debate on appropriate responses to the
Sandinista reaime?

K/BIB
9211-A. M.
4/22/86-gn



BRIEFING SESSION AT STATE DEPARTMENT
LATIN AMERICA

FRIDAY, MAY 16, 1986

* U.S. concern about events taking place in Latin
America and about the future of democracy in this
vital region has grown considerably in the last
few years as Latin America has undergone rapid
political change and taken important steps towards
freely-elected governments. Political and economic
challenges face the continent and will have implications
not just for the countries involved but for the U.S.

and the West generally.

* AJC's involvement in Latin American programs started
45 years ago. We understood then and continue to
strongly believe that the well-being of the Latin
American Jewish communities is deeply linked with

political pluralism and democracy.

* For this session, we are extremely fortunate to have
with us the Honorable Elliott Abrams, Assistant
Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs and
former Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights
and Humanitarian Affairs. He will brief us on this
subject which concerns us as Americans and Jews.
What is most important is the fact that Mr. Abrams
knows the AJC very well and its commitment to

democracy and human rights.
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* A few months ago, when he addressed the Americas
Society in New York, Mr. Abrams said: "It is clear
that we who live in this hemisphere face a series
of problems affecting directly or indirectly, all
of us: economic disarray and large debt burdens;
the increasingly powerful and lethal alliance of
terrorists and narcotics smugglers; the vestiges
of right-wing authoritarianism; and communist
subversion supported by the Soviet Union, Cuba

and Nicaragua."

* Many other key topics are also implicit in these
remarks, such as: the prospects for peace in
Central America; bilateral relations with our
closest neighbor Mexico, and in general, methods
for working together with Latin American countries
and seek to avoid the tension that can exist

between sovereignty and interdependence.

* We look forward to Mr. Abrams' insight into these
timely, complex and significant issues, and shall
entertain questions after he concludes his initial

remarks.

5/8/86
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FOR RELEASE AFTER 8 A.M.
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NEW YORK, May 14. . . A group of experts on the Jewish communities in Central
and South America today expressed guarded optimism regarding their Jewish
continuity.

Speaking at the 81st Annual Meeting of the American Jewish Committee at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel, Jacobo Kovadloff, AJC Director for South American Affairs and
Spanish Media, said that "the Jewish communities in Latin America are integrated
into the general communities. In general, with the exception of Nicaragua, the
relations with Israel are cordial and normal."

Nevertheless, Mr. Kovadloff added, despite the atmosphere of freedom and
pluralism that characterizes the rebirth of democracies in most Latin American
countries, several problems cause anxiety and fear.

"Terrorist and narcotics groups," he said, "are growing in Peru, Colombia
and Central America. The painful economic and financial conditions in all these
countries are producing unemployment, turmoil and violence."

Moreover, Mr. Kovadloff said, the tremendous external debt and the currency
crisis have not found any solutions. As a result, Latin American countries
looking for new markets have established strong links with Arab countries and
the Soviet Union.

"The PLO has increased its presence with anti-Semitic propaganda and
support to extremist movements," Mr. Kovadloff stated, while noting that Mikhail
Gorbachev will visit Latin America this year.

Sergio Nudelstejer, Director of the AJC Office for Mexico and Central
America, credited the government of President Miguel de la Madrid with seeking
to preserve and strengthen the democratic institutions of the country.

/more/
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"One of the problems that Mexico views with special worry," Mr. Nudelstejer
said, "is the situation of almost four million illegal workers at present in the
United States. If they do not qualify for the amnesty of the Simpson-Rodino
Law, they might be returned to Mexico, and this will make even more difficult
the unemployment situation of the country."

Regarding Central America, Mr. Nudelstejer mentioned the importance of
Panama and Guatemala, which, he said, now have democratic governments and fully
integrated Jewish communities with active Jewish institutions. Much the same,
he added, can be sald about the Jewish communities of Colombia and Venezuela.

Rabbi CLifford M. Kulwin, Latin America Director of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism, told the audience that while occasional anti-Semitism in
certain parts of Latin America should not be minimized, "in the long run,
internal weaknesses will be much more decisive to the community's health."

Among those weaknesses, he said were: the small size and the youth of the
community; the arrival attitudes of new immigrants; the status of a minority
religlous/ethnic community in a monolithic society; and the geographic isolation
from the rest of the Jewish world.

"The support of institutions that meld Jewish life with civil life are the
key to a healthy Jewish future in South America," Rabbi Kulwin added. "Indeed,
much of what is thought of as Jewish problems in South America are really
problems facing all South Americans.”

To overcome such challenges, he said, is the work in which the Jewish
community must engage, and he was confident it would do so.

Bernardo Weitzner, former president of Comite Central-Israelita of Mexico,
was equally positive in his assessment of the situation of the Jewish community
there:

"There is absolute and total religious liberty in the country., The
synagogues and other places of worship are fully recognized by the Mexican
government., Jewish-Christian relations are friendly and Cardinal Ernest
Corrupio Ahumada, Archbishop of Mexico, has visited Israel twice."

In fact, he added, the relations between Mexico and Israel have always been
cordial, and there is a Mexican Embassy in Tel Aviv and an Israeli Embassy in
Mexico City.

"Commercial interchanges between both countries have been favorable to
Mexico," he said. "Both countries have signed commercfal, scientific, cultural
and technological agreements."

He added that Israel maintains a variety of instruction and study centers
in agriculture to which Mexican experts and technicians come every year.

Inside Mexico, the Jewish community, numbering 50,000, is an important
factor in the development and progress of the country, Mr. Weitzner said.

The session was chaired by Michael A. Bander, of Miami, who is expected to
assume the chairmanship of the Committee's Miami Chapter shortly. The Latin
American session was sponsored by the AJC's International Relations Department,
whose chairman is Miles Jaffe of Detroit, and whose director is Rabbi Marc H.
Tanenbaum.

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved
human relations for all people everywhere.
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For_your information

From the desk of: - 8-2-88
JACOB KOVADLOFF

Director, South American Affairs .

To: Marc Tanenbaum



TRANSLATION FROM SPANISH ORIGINAL

Buenos Aires, May 246, 1988

To:

Spanish Media Director

Human Relations Institute A.J.C.
Mr. Jacobo Kovadloff

165 East 56 Street

New York NY 10022

Dear Sir,

it gives us great pleasure to get in touch with you in
connection with the Fifth International Congress of Researchers
on Latin American Judaism to be held in Buenos Aires August
14-19, 1988.

The Congress is cosponsored by the Buenos Aires Jewish
Commi ttee (AMIA) and the Latin American Jewish Studies
Association (LAJSAY. It is being held under the academic
auspices also of the University of Buenos Aires (Resolution No.
2142/88) .,

For the first time Buenos Aires will be the venue of this
important academic event, which will make possible the meeting
of outstanding world scholars dedicated to the study of Latin
American Judaism from various perspectives: historical,
demographic, pedagogical, anthropological, sociological,

economic, among others.



At tﬁls meeting research works presented by participants in
the Congress will be expounded, discussed and analyzed. It is
also planned to explore several themes through panels of
specialists on Latin American subjects or with reference to the
Jewish theme.

In recognition of your constant support and coooperation
with research projects in general and your unfailing
encouragement and contribution to the Marc Turkow Center for
Documentation and Informatiaﬁ on Argentine Judaism in
particular, as shown repeatedly through your work in the
Argentine Jewish community, and in your post on the American
Jewish Committee, it gives us great pléasure to invite you to
participate, and to prepare a paper for the panel: "The present
status and outlook of research on Latin American Judaism."

The coordinator and commentator for this panel will be Mr.
Bernardo Blejmar, who will be in contact with you shortly to
agree on general butlines, content, objectives and method of
operatian.l

The following have been invited to take ;art in this panel:

Prof. Haim Avni.

Dr. Daniel Elazar

Dr. Judith Laikin ElKin

Dr. Oscar Shuberoff



Mrs. Ana Weinstein.

Trusting you will find the above satisfactory, we enclose
some written information, and we are ready to answer any

questions yYou may have.

With our cordial greetings,

Ana Weinstein

Director of the Marc Turkow Center

Bernardo Blejmar

Institutional Adviser

Dr. Alberto Cukier

General Secretary

Dr. Hugo Osrower

President.

Marc Turkow Center for Documentation and Information on
Argentine Judaism

AMIA

Ayacucho 632, 3rd floor

1026 Buenos Aires
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CONGRESO
INTERNACIONAL

DE INVESTIGADORES | LAJSA AMIA

SOBRE JUDAISMO , LATIN AMERICAN JEWISH comumo.«n .IUDIA
LATIN QAMER ICA NQ STUDIES ASSOCIATION

UNIVERSIDAD DE BUENOS AIRES

AUSPICIO ACADEMICO

Buenos Aires, 14 al 19 de agosto de 1988

TJUN 19 mp8

Buenos Aires, 26 de Mayo de 1988

Al Director para Medios en Espafiol
Instituto de Relaciones Humanas
A.J.C.

Sr. Jacobo Kovadloff

165 E. 56 St.

N.Y. 10022

U.S.A.

De nuestra mayor consideraciodn: ‘ :
Nos ‘es muy grato comunicarnos con Ud. en relacidn
al V Congreso Internacional de Investigaderes sobre Judaismo Latinoamericano, a

desarrollarse en Buenos Aires, del 14 al 19 de Agosto de 1988.

El mismo estd copatrccinado por la Comunidad Judia
de Buenos Aires (AMIA) y el Latin American Jewish Studies Association (LAJSA).
Asimismo cuenta con el auspicio académico de la Universidad de Buenos Aires (Re-
solucién N° 2142/88).

Por primera vez, Buenos Aires seria escenario de
este importante acontecimiento académico, que posibilitard el encuentro de desta-
cados investigadores del mundo, dedicados al estudio del judaismo latinoamericano
desde distintas perspectivas: histdrica, demografica, pedagdgica, antropoldgica,
socioldgica, econdmica entre otras.

En esta oportunidad, se expondrdn, discutiran y
analizardn trabajos de investigaciﬁn presentados por los congresistas. Se ha pre-
visto también el desarrollo de algunos temas a través de la conformacidn de pa-

" neles con especialistas en temidtica latinoamericana-o en lo concerniente a la
temdtica judia.

En reconocimiento a vuestro permanente apoyo y
colaboracidn a proyectos de investigacidn en general y al continuo estimulo y
aporte al "Centro de Documentacidén e Informacidn sobre Judaismo Argentino
Marc Turkow'", en particular, manifiesto reiteradamente a través de su trabajo
en la comunidad judia argentina y desde su cargo en el Comité Judio Americano,
es que tenemos sumo agrado de invitar a Ud. a participar, preparando una ponen-
cla para el panel: "Estado actual y perspectivas de la investigacion sobre
judaismo latinoamericano".

CENTRO DE DOCUMENTACION E INFORMACION
SOBRE JUDAISMO ARGENTINO MARC TURKOW / AMIA
AYACUCHO 632, 3' PISO / (1026) BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA



CONGRESO

. INTERNACIONAL ; : ‘ -
DE INVESTIGADORES L AJSA - AMIA
SOBRE j l"’ DA lSMO LATIN AMERICAN JEWISH _ COMUNIDAD JUDIA

LATIT\OAMERICA\JO ! ' STUDIES ASSOCIATION

UNIVERSIDAD DE BUENOS AIRES

AUSPICIO ACADEMICO

Buenos Aires, 14 al 19 de agosto de 1988

El cogrdinador-comentarista de este Panel serd el
Licenciado Bernardo Blejmar, quién se contactara con Ud. a la brevedad para acor-
dar lineamientos generales, contenidos, objetivos y dinamica de funcionamiento.
Han sido invitados a participar en este Panel:
Prof. Haim Avni ;
Dr. Daniel Elazar
Dra. Judith Laikin Elkin
Dr. Oscar Shuberoff
Lic. Ana Weinstein
A la espera de su conformidad con lo expuesto y
adjuntdndole materiales informativos, quedamos a su disposicidn. para cualquier
consulta. o
' Saludamos a Ud. muy cordialmente

[@N N S \wro P

Lic. Ana Weinstein i Lic. g
Directora Centro Marc Turkow - . - - ..Asesor Institucional

. Alberto Cukier Dr. Hugo Ostrower
Secretario General _ ' Presidente

CENTRO DE DOCUMENTACION E INFORMACION
SOBRE JUDAISMO ARGENTINO MARC TURKOW / AMIA
AYACUCHO 632, 3¢ PISO / (1026) BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA



Translation of a Letter from AMIA (Jewish Community of Buenos Aires),addressed

to Jacobo Kovadloff, dated Buenos Aires, October 1, 1987

e P P p——
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Dear Friend: )

_ First of all, we should like to iell”iou that it was most gratifying for
us to have you in our midst, together with the other members of the American
Jewish Committee. Encounters of thi; kind enable us to strengthen the ties
between communities separated by distance, but not by their outlook.

The urgency of your return to New York made it impossible for you to find
out more and to comment on current plans and organization of the International
Research Congress on Latin American Jewry, organized jointly with LAJSA.

Needless to say, your opinion and the commitment of your organization
cannot be absent from this important academic and communal event. That is why
we are wondering whether you would consider the possibility of .coming to Buenos
Aires in the near future, so that the support to be given by the AJC, through
you, can materialize.f

As was the case with the Marc Turkow Center, we are certain that this time
both our institutions will be united in support of a common goal.
With every good wish for a happy New Year, and hoping to see you in Buenos

Aires before long,
Sincerely,

Dr. Alberto Cukier Dr. Hugo Ostrower
Secretary General President
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COMUNIDAD JUDIA DE BUENOS AIRES
OVN DURT APAP — DYVIUN DRI N9 AR

Buenos Aires, 1° de octubre de 1987

Sr.

Jacobo Kovadloff ocr 2 8 1987
Director para medios en espaiiol

Instituto de Relaciones Humanas

American Jewish Committee

165, East Street, N.Y. 10022

U.S.A.

De nuestra consideracidn:

Deseamos antes que nada hacerle llegar nuestras expresiones
de satisfaccidn por haberlo podido recibir em nuestra casa, junto con los demds miem-
bros del American jewish Committee. Encuentros como estos nos permiten fortificar los

vinculos entre comunidades alejadas por la distancia, pero no por los sentimientos.

La urgencia dé-;u retorno a New York, impidid que Ud. pu-
diera conocer mis de cerca y dar su opinidn sobre los preparativos y la organizacidn
del Congreso Internacional de Investigadores sobre Judaismo Latinoamericano, que en

conjunto con LAJSA estamos organizando.

Entendemos que su opinién y ¢l compromiso de su inntif;ciﬁn
no pueden estar ausentes de este importante acontecimiento académico y comunitario.
Es por eso que le hacemos llegar nuestro pedido de considerar la posibilidad de venir
a Buenos Aires en fecha proxima para poder concretar el apoyo que el A.J.C., a través
suyo, brindard al Congreso.
Tal como sucede con el Centro Marc Turkow, estamos seguros que también esta vez podrén

nuestras instituciones unir sus esfuerzos en apoyo de un objetivo comin.

Le hacemos llegar nuestros mejores augurios de un Feliz

Afio Nuevo y nuestro deseo de verlo en Buenos Aires proximamente.

Cordialmente,

b2 ﬁ‘“%“’i&

« Alberto Cukier Dr. Hugo Ostrower

Secretario General Presidente

PASIEUR 633 - TEL: 4790659 - (1026) CAMIAL FECERAL - ARGENTINA



APARTADO 3398
PANAMA 4, REP. DE PANAMA

MEMORANDUM N° 4-88

Subject: Aspects of the Situation of Panama
Date: June 15, 1988

3 A%
1. Result-of the conversations

Before of tfavelihg to Moscow, Secretary of State George Schultz announced
that the conversations between the Reagan's representative and General Noriega
had brokendown, since they did not achieve an agreement. Noriega also spoke
before the Legislative Chamber, on. May 25, during an extraordinary meeting
broadcasted on national TV. Noriega said that the failure of the conversatiens

- was owing to Panama "does not accept American impositions". He said that

Panama persists in enduring and supporting its economy as best as possible.

We recognize that Noriega is doing the best to avoid incidents that.
justify military operations on the side of the United States, whose troops
remain in the Canal area. Because of the control of the Panamanian Government,
there were no disturbs in the streets for the last two months.

Many peopie are thinking in the elections of 1989, as a possibility of
change in the political situation. Several political parties are. preparing
and mentioning candidates for the main positions. Noriega could be a candidate
for the Presidency of the Republic. Likewise, his brother-in-law, Raul '
Sieiro, is mentioned as the future Chief Commander of the Panamanian Defense

. Forces.

2. Panamanian Military Council is formed

The creation of a special Military Council within the Panama Defense
Forces has strengthened the regime of General Manuel Antonio Noriega and his

~ State Staff. Both Panamanian Government and opposition sources make responsible

this Council for the breakdown of negotiations between Noriega and the White
House. ‘

e
'



« B

The Military Council is a 20-member body formed by majors and captains,
which is officially charged with advising Noriega, since he has been ‘
mistrustful of his military Staff, whose members were been involved in the
coup attempt of March 16. According to an analyst, Noriega prefers to deal
and formulate planning with his young captains and liutenants; all of which
means that his State Staff is now ornamental. "The Panamanian Defense Forces
is run through the Council", said this source. |

According to an American source: General Noriega has tripled his personal
security force to about 75 members, bringing Cubans.aﬁd other non-Panamanians
to make up the bulk of the unit. The strengthening of the security force
has coincided with.a "growing influence of Cubans. around headquarters“ of the
Panama Defense Forces, said the Washington Post of Sunday, May 29, 1988.

Since the United States stopped the military cooperation with the Defense
forces, Noriega has turned increasingly to Cuba, asking for advise and at least
16 tons of Soviet-desingned weapons. He also has organized the "Nationalist
Brigade", a group of 1,800 individuals from popular sectors. This Brigade hag
appeared in training and TV interviews; they do not deny the Marxist influence

among them.

3. An economy without precedents

After the reopened of bahks, commerce, industry and all productive
activities are trying to come back to normality. There is a drastic falldown
of prices in non-eatable ﬁroducts and a gradually increasing of sales.

The checks issued by the Government have continued circulating as
internal currency in the country (see our Memorandum N2 3, of May, %988).
Thanks fo this measure, governmental employees and pensioners have survived,
thanks to the cooperation of small merchants, principally, stores and markets

whose propietaries are members of the Jewish Community.
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In this way, agaist all the rules of modern economics, the country
has survived without banks almost during three months, without great

earnings of dollars and avoiding the change of currency.

4. Economical sanctions involved the Americans themselves

The economical sanctions are involving the Americans who live or have
to deal any way with Panama, and this situation is worsening. An U.S.
official said about the above: '"We have set the machinery in motion, and
there's no way to pull ourselves cut". |

Since the sanctions were imposed two months ago, 50 pages of detailed
regulations on complying with them are being sent to American companies in
Panama, to make taxés and other payments to an U.S. account set up on behalf
of deposed President Eric Arturo Delvalle, whom Washington recognizes as
Panama's legitimate head of the State. However, many American companies
are openly avoiding the sanctions, which they oppose.

On the other hand, about 60,000 Americans are living in Panama, of which
there are 20,000 connected to the U.S. military forces. The South Command
frequently report the feasibility of moving for the American inhabifants,
according to the local situation (P.M.L.). It is known that the South Command
is concerned about the future safety of nearly 2,000 military families who
live out of the basis in and around Panama. city. They want'to move them in
the basis, but there is not enough housing to accommodate them.

Ironically, Noriega himself is favored in a business of exporting mellons
to the United States, of which he is the largest owner; 'however, he has not
been touched by the sanctions. Spokesmen of the State Department stated
that a direct intervention in Noriega's businesses could be possible, among

the future measures to be adopted for pressuring Noriega's ouster.
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In truth, the economical sanctions have not affected Noriega; instead
of this, they have strengthened him on the power, while they continue affecting
the Panamanians. Because of this, a gradual increase of anti-American feelings
could be expected in the Panamanian people..

With the breakdown of the conversations and the Panamanian opposition
showing a few signals of life, the United States appeérs confuse in taking

the next step of this saga.

5. Reopening of schoois

In June 6, the period of classes began in all the country. This could
bring new incidents, since the students of the public schools could provoke
disturbs, principally, because of the lack of resources in these schools.

As well as other schools of the private sector, the two Hebrew schools
of the Jewish community initiated entﬁusiastically the period of classes. '
Despite of the economical situation, the parents feel a great satisfaction

for the opening of schools.

6. Worsening of poverty

The situation of popular sectors is worsening because of the increase of
unemployment and reduction of salaries, which is affecting thousands of
laborers, principally in the construction industry. The Government is
trying to impose new protectionist labor rules, buth although this measure
could §ain symphatizers for the Government, also could bring many firms to
bankruptcy, increasing the unemployment.

The Director of CARITAS Arquidiocesana (a Catholic Church organization)
stated that they are actually giving foods to 32,000 families from very poor
sectors; hoewver, they are fear of can not supporting these families for a

-long time, and, which is worst, the number of poors is growing.
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7. A P.L.O. activity

In May 18, the Popular Revolutionary Youth, a branch of the Party of
the People  (Communist party), called to a meeting in the House of the
Journalist, in order to "remembering May 15 as a new anniversary of foundation
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (P.L.0.)".
By using the phone, they achieved an attendance of approximately a
hundred people, the majority oflwnich were governmental employees. We obtained
a copy of a Communiquée disfributed by the organizers among the participants,
from which we concluded the following:
1) The words used in the Communiquée are typical for the Communist-Nationalist
group of Panama (Party of the People).
2) We can observe slogans internationally used by the FEARAB (Federation
of Arab Organizations of Latin America).
3) Although the ignorance of the problem is evident, the Communiquée asks to
the Panamanian Government "to establish diplomatic relations with the
Pals 0"

The Embassy of Israel in Panama was acquainted of this activity. ’

8. The Jewish Community*

The B'nai B'rith of Panama recently orgahized an interes{ing activity
for the community, with the participation of speachers from the three
synagogues. This meeting has been of a great importance for the rejoining
of the three groups, which have been dissociated because of internal community
quarrels, four years ago.

The.majority of the Jewish families who had traveled to abroad are

coming back, principally because of the reopeniﬁg of the schools.
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APARTADO 3398
PANAMA 4, REP. CE PANAMA

MEMORANDUM 2-88

Subject: - An Impasse in the Situation of Panama

Date: April 20, 1988

Six weeks after the partial closing of banks, under the United States'
economical pressure against Panama, there is an impasse, while General
Manuel Antonio Noriega remaiﬁs as the "strong man" and the economy of the
country is more and more deteriorated. In order to give you my impartial
opinion of the circumstances we are living in Panama, I have tried to evaluate
and condense the principal aspects of this situation.

1. Noriega's character and thoughts

In a recent'intervieﬁ broadcasted by RPC TV Canal 4, General Noriega
described himself as "an educated man, Budist, very pacient and without fear
of the United States". He said that he will continue in the power even if he
would have to bring Panama in a Socialist country with "a free economy like
the Hong Kong's, where a variety of currency exists".

In fact, several spokesmen of the Government have stated that a .national
currency could be adopted (US dollar is the free currency in Panama, even if
it is named "Balboa"). However, this might be crucial for the economy, which
has been basically developed on trading and services/

2. A weak Opposition

The Civil Cruzade appears to be the main opposition group. Basically,
their main purpose is to achieve General Noriega's ouster and the disengagement
of politics of the Panamanian Defense Forces, in order to bring the country
“to a more democratic system. However, since this movement originated in the
private entefprise, it has not gained symphatizers among the masses nor. among
important professional groups of middle class which could go against the
Government. Consequently, the actions executed by the Civil Cruzade have not
been as efective as an opposition movement.
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On the other hand, lacking of a leader and purposes, the members of
the Cruzade have promoted antagonism among several social-economical groups.

3. Economical pressures against Panama

At the end of February, three senators of the United States declared
that it was time to impose mild economic sanctions against Panama, in order
to obtain the ouster of General Noriega; and to permit the country "to solve
~ by pacific means their political crisis". Nevertheless, they announced that
~ the measures could require a great sacrifice from the "innocent people of
Panama".

As it is known, at the beginning of February, two federal great juries
of Florida indicted Noriega of a large-scale drug trafficking and racketeer-
ing charges and, as a result of this, Reagan's administration has insistently

“asked to him resign: the power.

On March 1st., President Reagan accepted the report submitted by the
State Department, ratifying the embargo against Panama. Shortly after, the
United States retained the remittance of American dollars required to support
the cash flow of the National Bank of Panama, which operates as a guarantee
for the private banks in the country. Consequently, in March 4, the banks
closed its public services, jeopardizing the economic activities by the lack
of currency and the interruption of importing, exporting and services,
including the payment of local debts. '

Coincidentally, the closing of banks ocurred at the same time as the
lockout approved by the National Council of the Private Enterprise, in support
of the Civil Cruzade. Approximately 90% of businesses joined this action for
fifteen days; however, it was unsuccessful and did not change the situation,
as it was expected by Americans and Panamanian opposition.

Among the principal causes of the failure was the fact that the employees
of the Government went to work uninterruptedly; public services of transport-
ation also worked and any intention of public meeting was controlled by the
Government, who also decreed the suspension of payments to public services
such as energy, telephone and water; as well as evictions for delay of rental
payments. Because of these measures, people have had more available money to
buy foods in opened markets and groceries stores.



4.Consequences of the economic measures

~ The economic measures imposed'by the United States against 'Panama have
been a "boomerang", which is viciously striking at the initiators of this
affaire. It is not secret that the American senators were influenced by
Panamanians who did not realized that the idea get out from their hands.
Consequently, these measures did not-cause the ouster of General Noriega,
instead, it cause the following'efoCisson‘the Panamanians as a whole:

‘a) Approximately, a 40% of industries” are closing because of a lack of
sales, cash and raw materials.

b) A great number of businesses have had to fire employees because of
liquidity; others, have reduced the weekly time of work and salaries,
anq other more have become to bankruptcy.

PR U : A -
c) The unemployment is rapidly growing, principally in the construction

industry, which is stopped totally. There is hunger.in the popular
sectors for this reason. .

d) Both local and imported, necessities such as milk powder and detergents
have become scarced. Government spokesmén suggested that food manufact-
urers and little industries could continue operating with reduced
budgets to supply national needs. |

e) Thé fled of educated people may be observed, principally, young
professionals and investors are leaving the country. ‘

5. American troops in Panama

In April 4, 1,300 American soldiers arrived in Panama land, in order
Yito defend estrategic points of the Canal against a possible sabotage", as
a spokesman of the Defense Department stated. Noriega amplify his anti-
American campaign, while members of the opposition believed that, undoubtely,
the American troops were ready to overthrow the dictator.

However, the troops remain quartered in the Canal area and there was
not incidents among Panamanians and Americans, soldiers or citizens. Sporadic
incidents have placed among the American troops, that the Panamanian Govern-
ment stated as "provocations" from the part of the Americans.




6. luman Rights

o Noriega's regime has characterized as "moderate" in repressive actions.
The astute dictator has commanded a permahent vigilance and control of

violence, which has gradually diminished in the'coqntry; Paramilitary

groups execute the "disagreable actions", avoiding to envolve the Defense

Forces. Consequently, desplte of the polltlcal situation, the Government has

not been touched by cr1tic1sm referred t0 Human Rights v1olat10ns.
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The most severe violation is the lack of freedom of speech, since the
opposition mass media has been closed -and the Government has the absolute
control of newspapers, radio and TV.

R

7. The Jewish Community AU g

For first time, during the lockout approved by the privaﬁecenterprise
all the businessmen of the Central Avenue joined the action at the beginning
of March. They were estimulated by two reasons:

1) The majority of the businessmen wanted the ending of the situation as
soon as possible, in order to return the country,to normality. They
thought that by supporting the lockout, the situation would finish soon.

2) Some of the businessmen participated for economic reasons. They lost
less closing their stores than remaining it opened.

Ranks officials os the Defense Forces met with the Board of Directors
of the Sociedad Israelita de Beneficencia Shevet Ahim and also visited some
Jewish merchants, pressing to open their businesses, but the Jews were

completely agree about joining the lockout.

However, the Civil Cruzede also threathened the Jews: if they succeeded
in obtaining the power, they would take reprisals against Jewish merchants
who did not bear out the Cruzade. - This statement was communicated to the
Jewish Community by Rabbi Morton Rosenthal, Director of the A.D.L. for Latin
America, who visited Panama in the early days of March. His testimony produced
a great worrry in the United States.

Throughout the period of time'that the crisis has endured, representative
members of the three synagogues have been meeting with the Committee of Human
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Relations of B'nai B'rith of Panama, recognized by the A.D.L., to the
purpose of planning the Community actions and to exchange opinions.

Traditional festivities (bar mitzvas, engagements, weddings, etc.)
have been celebrated without ostentation in the Community Hall of Shevet

nhlm, as well as in the two:other synagogues.
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Archblshop of Panama Mons Marqos G MgGrath met the A.D.L. Committee

seeking for financial support to the work of CARITHS. The Jewlsh Community
contributed more than twenty thousand dollars of donation, to allev1ate

hunger in the Panamanian population.

A great number of Jewish families traveled to abroad during the Passover
Festivity; a number of wives and children remained abroad for.several weeks,
because of fearing of riots, but since the calm returned to the country, the
majority is comming back. : e

As well as in the general community, among Jews, news run by word of
mouth, because of the lack of credibility in the mass media. Disconfort
prevail in the population, sated of rumors, hoping that a solution could be
possible. However, we feel that our country never will come to be the same.

8. Reopening of banks

By means of an agreement with the Commission of National Banking,. the.
majority of banks operating in the country have opened to public, under severe
limitaions, since they can only receive donations. The economic situation
remains uncertain, even the clear-efforts of all the sectors to bring the
country to a relative normality.
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Mexico City, June 24th, 1988

Rabbi Robert L. Rravitz
Area Director

AJC Phoenix Chapter
2021 N, 7th Street
Phoenix, Ariz. 85006

Y. Se A.

Dear Rabbi Kravitg:

Got your letter dated June 3rd in which you let me
know of the interest of a group of members of the Phoenix
Chapter to visit Mexico for 3 or 4 days next fall, to promote
a better understanding betw./en Hispanics and Jews.

I will welcome such a delegation, and for your infor-
mation, members of different AJC Chapters have visited us in
Mexico and with some of them we have even traveled to several
Central American countries.

As a matter of procedure, I would suggest that you
write to Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of the Internatdonal
Relations Department to have an agreement with him on the
possibility of such a visit.

On my part, I will welcome the group of the Phoenix
Chapter and will prepare for them an appropiate agenda so that
they get to know the country, meet with leaders of the Jewish
Cormunity in Mexico and have the possibility of meeting with
some high ranking government officials,

Hoping to hear from you very scon, receive my best
personal regards.

-H\
SERGIO NUDELSTEJER
Director of AJC for
Mexico and Central America

OC:yg;:;1 Marc H. Tanenbaum

Ira Silverman
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date
to
from

subject

July 7, 1988

Marc Tanenbaum

Jacobo Kovadloff

Activities in Washington D.C. June 23 and
June 25th.

I would like to report to you about the meetings
I attended in Washington D.C. on the above mentioned
dates.

Meeting with the Ambassador of" SpalnJ Mr. Julian
Santamaria

We discussed two main subjects:

A.J.C.'s participation in the "Sefarad '92 Program"
and having him as a keynote speaker in the series

of forums which our people in Washington are carrying
out with foreign ambassadors. ;

I promised to give him a more detailed program as
soon as we have finalized it.

He has also accepted to speak at the AJC's Ambassadors'
Forum in D.C. in September because of schedule dif-
ficulties in July.

In the evening I attended a reception and dinner

given by the Embassy of Spain, celebrating King

Juan Carlos' birthday, which gave me the opportunity
to meet with important personalities of the diplomatic
corps and U.S. officials.

Meetings at the Argentine Embassy

When Minister Ricardez attended our Annual Meeting

here in New York he asked me to visit him to exchange

opinions and ideas about the Middle East problems and
the attitudes ‘and views of the American Jewish community.

. We had a very long. conversation and I gave him severall

of the AJC materials on the subject.

WINPURJO WD




At the suggestion of Sidney Liskofsky, I met with
the chargé d'affaires, Minister Nanclares, with
whom I discussed the forthcoming meeting in Geneva
on the subject of "The Right to Leave and Return
to your Country of Origin". He promised me that
he would report to the Argentine delegation at the
U.N. in Geneva directly without the intervention
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’.in Buenos Aires.
I have already sent him the materials.

State Department - Cuban Desk

I met with the head of the Cuban Desk, Mr. Kenneth
Skong about the initiative of our Detroit Chapter

to organize a trip to visit the Cuban Jewish community.
He saw it as very difficult because of the current
regulations for Americans wishing to visit Cuba.

There can be some exceptions (reunification of families,
visiting relatives, researching and studies of scholars,
etc.) .cnAll authorizations for traveling to the island
are given by the Treasury Dept., Office of Foreign
Assets. We are trying to find a solution to this pro-
blem.

Meetings with Mr. Ran Kuriel (Israeli Embassy)

It was an useful meeting in which we exchanged information
on the reaction from the Spanish press in U.S. to the
current events in Israel and also the relationship of

the Latin American countries with Israél.

Meeting with Professor Sosnowski (University of Maryland)

Following your idea to have in '92, conferences or sym-
posiums at American universities to commemorate the
Fifth Centennial of the Discovery of America with
special emphasis on Jews in Spain, Jewish contributions
to the Spanish culture and of course the expulsion of
the Jews from Spain and the Inguisition} I met with
Professor Sosnowski. His idea would be to have, next
October or November, a consultation for the planning
for '92, which will be sponsored by his university
with the participation of specialists from U.S.,

Israel and Latin America. He suggests that the LAJSA
(Latin American Jewish Studies Association) should also
be a co-sponsor. I agree with his ideas and we should
work soon to finalize them.

JK/iof

cc: Ira Silverman
David Harris






ROLE OF RELIGION IN THE LATIN AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY

by Reboi Robeirtc D. Grastz

In a vast continent with a total population of somewhat over 300.000.000 people
approximately 450.000 Jéws have made their home. It is almost an insignificant number
to have an impact in the social fabric of the region, by and large they are a part of
the middle class (if such a nomenclature can be applied in a situation like Brazil's,
where 10% of the people accumulate 90% of the wealth), participating in the liberal
professions, middle management levels and business.

Social, economic and political struggles have been the trademarks of the Latin
American scene for a long time. Religion, organized Peliéion - to be more specific -
has played conflicting roles in this arena. In Argentin?,ithe state religion has been
characterized by its pre-conciliar mood, highly conserq%figglhidentified with the
entrenched economic elite and the military establishment. In Brazil, on the other hand,
where there is no official state religion, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops
has been in the forefront of the struggles for social change, identified with the main
principles of Liberation Theology and often in conflict with the-established-political
order.--The continent -as a whole is nominaly Roman-:Catholic, yet.one-cansee how through:---
the last twenty years the "mainline churches" have declined and the fundamentalist
expressions of religion have grown. This is particularly true of Brazil and Chile, where
in spite of the strong presence of a "social active" Catholie Church there has been a
- decline in the number of firm adherents. |

As far as the Jewish communities are concerned one of the discernible historical
patterns has been that the more integration into-the general--community the -lesser-role
for the religious expression of Judaism, and the more isolation from the community at
large the more.religion in its more traditional version. The vast majority of the
Jewish population in Latin America integrated into the-local-culture pays lip-service

to religion, while the small isolated Orthodox enclaves are perceived as th2 saviours

of Judaism.



Within this pattern there are two unrelated undercurrents of response to which I
would like to address myself: On the positive side I would mention the growth of thé
non-orthodox manifestations of religion in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Uruguay,
opening up the possibility for significant numbers of Jews to gain a dimension of
religious identity even as they integrate into the reality of the continent and I will
come back to this é bit later. On the negative
side I would have to mention the strong sense which many Jews expouse of Judaism as a
form of "ecivil religion" and not a "faith religion", this with a particular bent in
éegments of the brazilian jewish population. The characteristic of this phenomenon is
a sense of being Jewish as a social phenomenon having more to do with socio-economic
stratification.than with a specific religious expression with its corolary of a
particular ethic and-a system of obligations. And if this phenomenon is known in the -
rest of the Jewish world, in Brazil it is carried further, with the support of the
world view of the general society. It goes beyond the modern and the secular. The need
for faith is there, the mystical search does not die out but it begins to take place
outside the synagogue and the Jewish context. Within an organized community which pays
lip service to traditional Judaism it is possible to lead a socially oriented Jewish
life while having meaningful religious experiences outside of it, particularly within
the strong afro-brazilian spiritualist cults, without feeling any internal conflict
or reproval from the community.as such. This phenomenon is different from the North
American experience with the "cults". There we had.a dropping out of Judaism, while in
Brazil one.can.at .the-same -time participate in the-life.of the -organized-Jewish-
community (schools, clubs, synagogue, Israel, etc.) yet express one's faith needs
outside of Judaism. In the strong mystical context of the general society the Orthodox -
expression appears sealed off to the uninitiated while the non-orthodox'expression
appears too rational for the mystical searcher. It is at least curious that in a ..
community where until. today descendants from Marrano jews look to come back into the fold, -

well integrated jews in the life of the community secretly worship in non=jewish places.
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There is no internal discipline to correct this, which I see as a major malfunction
in Jewish life. It seems that the general attitude is "better that he pays magbit, sends
his children to the Jewish Day Schools, etc. even though he may pray in a different
church". Yet there is no doubt that the iong term trend is one of weakening the Jewish

links since there is no Tora-without the Elchei Israel, and there is no commitment to

Israel on the long run that does not spring from the wealth of our religious tradition.

The -organized community, not wanting to bother with the religious phenomenon has
tacitly decided to leave this area to‘synagogue and Rabbis. With the exception of the
Orthodox Jewish day schools, the rest of the educational system, within which significant
numbers of youngsters spend a good deal of their growing years, have opted for no
religion (no ideology) in their objectives or curriculum. The traditional segment of
the community prefers a "no-religion" attitude to a "non-orthodox" attitude and exerts
strong preésure to keep things this way.

What is true of the schools is true of the general community. The existing conflicts
between the differing expressions of Jewish“religion are resolved by not-being religious -
at -all. The end result of all this is that-"being Jewish" -is not related to-creed-or—=—
conduct but to affiliation. The absurdity of it all is seen in the ham and cheese
sandwiches sold in the canteens of some of the Jewish schools or the programing of events
during Shabat by clubs and federations. It is no surprise then when on the secular new
year in Rio de Janeiro we find large numbers of Jews dressed in white making their
offerings on the beach to Iemanjé, the sea goddess of the Afro-Brazilian cult.

One would almost-be forced to state that the role of -organized religion--in the---
Latin American Jewish experience is very small, almost nill... but this would only
reflect on what has been or is, not what it could be. And here I_would. return.to.the....
positive undercurrent to which I made brief mention before. ' The emergence of non=—
orthodox manifespations of religion in Latin America during the past 25 years have had
a salutary effectlon the total Jewish community. The most obvious. contribution. has been .-

the creation of synagogues which have drawn substantial numbers of congregants mostly



previously unaffiliated. This is the frontier experieﬁce - Emmanu-El in Buenos Aires,

the Associacao Religiosa Israelita (A.R.I.) in Rio de Janeiro, our presence in Porto
Alegre and the new explosion of Shalom in Sao Paulo not only mark the presence of our
movement in the most important centers of Jewish life in Latin America but serve as
catalysts for the expansion of the movement. Requests flow into our congregation for
help in leading, ofganizing and serving the smaller communities. It is midbar out there
and we are called not to conquer but to toil that land, nobody else is looking in that
direction. Also worthy of mention is the establishment of a Rabbinical Seminary in
Afgentina'which serves today as a major center from which rabbis irradiate through the
continent bringing with their presence a view of what can be, role models who speak the
language of the continent, who are attuned to .the drama of Latin America and hold a
strong -commitment -to Jewish continuity and the enhancement -of Jewish education. The less
obvious contribution has been that the emergence of non-orthodox Judaism has forced the
orthodox community to retool -itself for the.challenge. Without making.concessions in the
area of Halacha or ideology~it discovered-the need to learn to speak-the—language, to
rejuvenate, to come out-of the area of ritual and-enter the terrain of education,

pulpit and contact with the "amcha". They have been prodded into action! and that is
good, for I hold the conviction that there is rooﬁ for all the manifestations of Jewish
religiosity, and that a community becomes enriched when its members can choose out of
conviction and not out of convenience. Unfortunately, as in the rest of the Jewish world,
not all of us share this convietion that pluralism in religious.life can be good. The
result has been not.alliances, but bitter conflict, not dialogue.but acrimonious .debate:i .-.
As these trends continue I fear that we all become weakened. When the authenticity of
one is questioned by the other, those who are not within the ecircles will-choose neither.
For the uncommittéd to become committed to some pattern of religious-life-we will have

to project an image. of "elu ve-elu..." or subject ourselves to the curse of "a plague on

both your houses". (A few years ago I was invited by the largest Jewish club in the city

to share the podium with one of my orthodox colleagues in Rio de Janeiro for an evening



of dialogue. 1000 people were in attendance. It was a golden opportunity. Wasted. It
soon became clear that we were having no dialogue at all. I, my credentials, my smicha,
my synagogue, were all disqualified by my colleague. A keen eye could quickly discover
that the large auditorium was now divided in three grbups: One rooting for me, another
for my colleague, like in a roman circus, with heckling and applause alternating, and a
third group, by far the more numerous one enjoying the spectacle, outside the circle,.
having funlﬁith these two gladiators wounding each other).
_ Federations, philantropies, clubs and other institutions have grown and taken an
active role in Jewish life, yet none of these have been able to stem the tide of
assimilation and intermarriage which have weakened the fabric of Jewish life in Latin
America in the last generation. They have grown dut of a sense that something had to
be done, but thought and developed by well intentioned people with little or no Jewish
education. Schools and synagogues are, as far as I can see, the bésis for enriching
the quality of Jewish life. Schools with an ideological commitment;_and synagogues
capablg of making demands on its members will be able to send out to the-general -society
Jews firmly rooted in their tradition, conscious of a particular "weltanschaung",
commited to the continuity of Jewish life, intimately identified with the State of -
Israel -and-the notion of one people, am echad.

Low birth rates and assimilation could well lead in the near future to the absence
of the needed critical mass which makes Jewish continuity possible. Synagogue and school,
religious commitment and education must become the trench from where the fight for

meahingfui'survivalwof Jewish life in Latin -America will be fought.





