
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax 

americanjewisharchives.org 

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992. 

Series D: International Relations Activities. 1961-1992 

Box 67, Folder 3, Les Droits des Hommes and the Media, 1987.



Theodore Ellenoll 
Pru)1dt!nl 

David M. Gordis 
lattcuhve V1ce·Pre)1denl 

leoNevas 
Chau. Boiilrd ot Gowernors 
Robert S. Jecobs 
Cheu. Nat1un111 Caccull'Yt Council 
Edward E. Elson 
Cha11. 8odrd of trustee~ 

Sholom D. Comay 
111uurtr 

Robert S. Rifkind 
Scc1e1a1y 
David H. Peirez 
A))Ut•d l8 frca)urer 

Mimi Alperin 
Chau. Exc·cuhvt Cumnurtcc 

V1ce · Prt)H1Cfll~ 

David B. Fleeman 
M1a1111 
Arnold B. Gardner 
tlullalo 
Rita E. Hauser 
N•,. Yu1k 
Charlotte G. Holstein 
Svracu.e 
Ann P. Kaufman 
Hou:..1011 

Alfred H. Moses 
WCl)hHllJ!Ofl, U.C 
Idelle ·Rabin 
0.11. s 
Bruce M . Ramer 
Los A11'1c1es 

JeromeJ. Shestack 
PM;,dclDh•a • 
Richard l . Wein 
t u)A111,111h•:i. 

Gordon Zach 
Co•umtius 

Honnrory P1csuJencs 

Morris B. Abram 
Howard I. Friedman 
Arthur J . Goldberg 
Philip E. Hoffman 
Richard Maass . 
Elmer l. Winter 
Maynard I. Wishner 

Honurary V1t11·f'tcMthmu 

Nathan Appleman 
Martin Gang 
Ruth R. Goddard 
Andrew Goodman 
Raymond F. Kravis 
William Rosenwald 
Shirley M . Szabad 

M .. M . Fisher 
Hononuv Chau. . 
Niu1onal [autuhi,c Council 

John Slawson 
Bertram H. Gold 

June 1, 1987 

.. The American Jewish ~Committee 

HI s Exce 11 ency 
Mr. Andre Gadaud 
Consul General of France 
934 Flfth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Mr. Gadaud, 

Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 
212 751-4000 . 

It was a great pleasure for my coJleague, Hr. William Trosten, 
Associate Director of the American Jewish Committee, and myself 
to meet w·ith you and your assodates recently at the Consulate 
for the purpose of discussing our joint collaboration in ob
~ervJng. the 200th Anniv~rsary 6f the French Revolution. , 

We find appeal i ng the core idea first proposed to us by Hr. 
Charles Salzmann that the Symposium focus on the theme, l •Les 
Oro t ts des Hemmes and the Modern Wor 1 d of Med ta - Opportun It I es. 
and Lim i tat tons." 

There ts ·need for sev.eral French representatives and ourselves . 
to meet shortly ·to exp fore how to develop the themes and speak- . 
e.rs for the Symposium, as well · as the appropriate .academic co- · 
sponsor. In the meanti ·me, -as p_rel iminary suggestions which might 
s.erve as -the basis of pur next :discussion · in Pari~, we submit 

. the fo 11 ow I rig: 

II 

LES DROITS DES HOMMES AND ·THE MEDIA 

A Comparative Assessment ·.of the "Ri·ghts of Man and the· . 
Citizen" of the French Revolutlon and Contemporary Human 
Rights Prlnctpl~s. 

An Evaluation of the Treatment of .Human Rights Concerns 
·In the Mass Med.ta •"". Ctoss·-cul tural ·Analys Is In French 
and American Media . 

111 Examination of DI ff.er-Ing ·Types of Human Rights Problems 
- Cl"vil; Pol It I cal, Economic. (These· might tncfude as 
case histories : (ncitement . to Hatred and Violence, Ter
orlsm,"Threats to National Security: ~ Refugees and Ille
gal · . Immigration, Torture, Rel iglous and Ideological 
Fanaticisms.) 



Page Two 

What are the Respon&lbllltles and Limitations of Governments to Com- . 
muntcate Rel table Information? What are .. the Responslbll ltles and 
Ltmltlatlons of Media In Reporting on such events? National secur· 
Jty versus ctvll liberty concerns? 

In refining these themes• lt might be Interesting to speculate on how the 
fountainheads of the Ideas of Les Oroits des Hommes .- · Kontesquleu, Voltaire 
and the Phtlosophes, and Rousseau would approach these current concerns 
from their dlffer\ng ldeolog\cal vantage-polnts. 

Since: there . was such a ·profound Interaction between the English, Ameri
can, and French Revolutions of the 18th and 19th centuries, It might be 
stimulating to reflect on how Beaumarchais, Mirabeau, Benjamin Franklin 
and Thomas Jefferson (both Ambassadors to France) and James Madison would 
think about the Issue of the opportunities and limitations In communtcat· 
Ing human rights Issues (public virtue) to the populace. That could allow 
for making some connectlons between the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
the U.S. Constitution and the similar anniversary of the F~ench Revolution 
to be observed In 1989. 

As l Indicate, these are merely suggestive seed-thoughts. We would appre
ciate your communicating them to your colleagues In Paris ·and Inviting 
their rea~tlons and reformulations.' 

. ···"· 
We look forward to being In touch with you shortly. 

Respectfully yours, 

Or. Kare ff. Tanenbaum 
DI rector 
International Relations 

MHT:RPR 

CC: William Trosten 

BC: Howard RuJen~tein 
Gary Lewi~ 

.. . 




