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Background Notes for Meeting with
President Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado
Tuesday, May 15, 1984

The Jewish Community

The population of Mexico -- 72 million -- is now second in size in Latin
America. The Jewish population -- 45 thougsand -- constitutes the third largest
Latin-American Jewish community (after Argentina and Brazil). 96% of the Jews
live in City. The community is made up af_zzg,AabkenaZJm from Eastern
Europe; Sephardim from the Middle East h Africa and the Balkans. In
the last FE;-?Eﬁ?g'E_ﬁaﬁber of IsraeliS have immigrated. The ‘maYi coordinating
organization is the Comite Central Israelita de Mexico.

Anti-Semitism in Mexico

Several years ago there seemed to be an increase in the anti-Semitic activities
of the right wing. This has receded and, while there are anti-Semitic materials
being published and distributed by this group, the Jewish community does not
consider it a significant threat. Left-wing anti-Semitism under the guise of
anti-"Zionism" and/or anti-Israel publications continues and remains a source of
concern to the community. The PLO maintains an office in Mexico City, but a

recent petition for diplomatic recugnltLDn and to increase their staff was

denied by the government.

Mexico's Relations with Israel

Generally, bilateral relations have been good. The vitriolic anti-Israel
articles in the media and speeches in the UN during the Lebanese crisis have
ended or are much muted. Recently Mexico and Israel signed a new agreement for
scientific, technological and cultural cooperation. Perhaps the most sig-
nificant aspect of this agreement is the fact that it was signed in Jerusalem.
Given the attitude of the previous Minister of Foreign Affairs who had refused
to allow any agreement to be signed in Jerusalem, the action by the present
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the suppurtive invalvement in the decisiaon by.
the new Mexican Ambassador to Israel, is considered by the Jewish community as a

very positive omen.

Most importantly, Mexico, despite persistent pressure from Arab countries and
from left-wing elements in Mexico, continues to.sell oil to Israel. At present,
40% of Israel's o0il requirements are imported from Mexico. It should be pointed

he sale of oil to Israel is of great mutual benefit since Israel pays
for this oil in cash, which is of significant assistance to Mexico currently

undergoing a major economic crisis.



AJC and Mexico

# The American Jewish Committee has long had an 1nterest in developlng a close

'_relatlonshlp between the U.S. and Mexico.

# The AJC established an office for Mexico and Central America in Mexico City
in 1966. Directed by Sergio Nudelstejer, it is the only American Jewish
organization based in the region and maintains a close relatlonshlp with both

the Mexican Government and Jewish community.

» During his tenure (1976-1982) the former President of Mexico, Jose Lopez
Portillo, visited the United States four times. Each time he met with an AJC
delegation. His predecessor, President Lu1s Echeverria, met with an AJC

delegation in 1976.

. # Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ramer of Los Angeles represented AJC at the official

inauguration of President Miguel de la Madrid in December 1982.

# The AJC also met with then-Presidential candidate de la Madrid during the

" visit to Mexico of the AJC Board of Governors in February 1982.

* We have supported liberal immigration legislation which would benefit, among
others, persons of Mexican origin now living in the United States,

# We have establlshed an American-Hispanic Dialogue which was 1naugurated in
San Antonic, Texas in February 1984.

# The AJC has become the "address“ for Mexican Government officials who wish to
establish a relationship with the Jewish community in the UnLted States and its

various orgamzat Lons.



Talkigg;Points for Meeting with Mexican President

1. Mexico is a particularly important country to us as Americans because (a) it
is a neighbor, (b) it is a substantial presence in Latin America, and (c) it is

" an important country in the Third World. 'As Jews we are also interested because
Mexico has a significant Jewish community to which we have close ties.

2. We would be interested in hearing the President's evaluation of the current
political and economic situation in Mexico and the prospects for the future.

3. How does he evaluate the relationship between the United States and Mexico
at this time? Is there a particular role that an organization like the American
Jewish Committee can play in strengthening that relationship?

4. How does he evaluate the relationship between Mexico and Israel?

5. We are concerned about the politicization of international organizations and
their specialized agencies which divert attention from their stated and widely-
- shared goals. We would_yelcame the President 's comments on this subject.

6. One of the issues of great concern to Jews and to others who are interested
in human rights is the situation of Jews in the USSR. We would like to ask the
Mexican President to consider possible intervention through appropriate .
bilateral and multilateral channels to address this issue. '

David Geller and éergio Nudelstejer
AJC International Relations Department

B84-560-19
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FROM THE

(]_,'e THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St., New York, Y. 10022, (212) 7514000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YAH'MON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON, May 17....President Miguel de la Madrid of Mexico has told a
delegation of American Jewish Committee leaders that "Mexico has a permanent
attitude of friendship and respect for the Jewish people" and considers itself
"s friend and defender of Israel."

Mr. de la Madrid, who is visiting the United States on a state visit, met
with the AJC delegation éhortlly after his recent discussions with President
Reagan. It was his on.ly meeting with a Jewish group during his visit tao the
United States.

In response to a statement of welcome from Theodore Ellenoff of New York,
chairman aof .AJC's Board of Governors, President de la Madrid said, "Mexico is
consistent in its historical philosup_hy. tc.}\-;ard the Mexican Jewish community. We
in Mexico appreciate all the diverse groups that compose our society.”

Reaffirming his statement of last October in which he repudiated anti-
Semitism in Mexico, Mr. de la Madrid said: "We are friends of the Jewish
community in Mexico, and we deeply appreciate the culture from which they stem.
Jews in Mexico are fully Mexican and are equal in every way in Mexican society."

In discussing the Middle East, the Mexican president declared: . "Since the
inception of Israel as a state, we have been a defender of Israel . . .While
Mexico does not always agree with Israel's policies, we speak openly of our
differences." He added: "We think frankly that it is essential to take up the
question of the Palestinian people. Unless that problem of the Palestinians is
resolved, conflict will be perpetuated wit?; all the d'ire consequences that we

know." 4

- more -

R'mgfard I. Friedu:n'an‘ President; Theodore Ellenoff, Chaitman, Board ol Governors; Alited H. Moses, Chairman, National Executive Councit; Robert §. Jacobs, Chairman, Soard of Trustees.

1, William 5. Trosten, Acting Director
Washington Office, 2027 Massach ts Ave., N.W., Washi . D.C. 20036 = Europe hq.: 4 Rue de & Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris, France = Israel hg.: 9 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem 05149, Israel
South America hq. (temporary office). 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022 o Mexico-Central America hq.. Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexita 5, D.F
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The AJC delegation, while acknowledging the importance of resolving the
status of the Palestinians, said the critical issue on which peace in the Middle
East depends islthe refusal of Arab nations and the PLO to acknowledge the right
of Israel to exist as a sovereign state. .

President de la Madrid responded by noting that "The Mexican Government and
people support the right of Israel to live as a sovereign state. Our approach
to this problem is the same as with all international problems. We are con-
sistently on the side of peaceful solutions.

"We believe in diplomatic solutions rather than in military solutions in
the Middle East as we do in Central America and elsewhere. We defend the
sovereignty of all nation-states as inviolable."

The AJC delegation questioned the Mexican presiﬁent as to his government's
views on the Soviet and Arab-led campaign in the United Nations, UNESCO, end
other international agencies to "delegitimize" Israel and the Jewish people by
their "incessant defamation of Zionism and world Jewry."

President de la Madrid discussed the issues that he had earlier examined
with Ppesident Reagan, including: - Mexican-U.S. relations; differing foreign
policy approaches to Central America; Mexico's economic crisis; the need for
increased commerce, trade and tourism between the U.5. and Mexico; and the
issues raised by Mexican immigrants to the United States. "There are real
problems between the Unite§ States and Mexico, but in general relationé between
our two countries are at a good level," he said.

" Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's International Affairs Depart-
ment, asked the President if Mexico "would intervene vigorously on behalf of
Andrei Sakharov and his wife, Yelena Bonner, who face imminent death unless
Soviet authorities allow her to obtain immediate proper medical treatment." Hé
added that "we are concerned about the fate of Anatoly Shcharansky, Ida Nudel,
and other harassed and persecuted 3ewish refuseniks who are being denied their
human rights in violation of the Helsinki Accords -and UN Covenants."

President de la Madrid said that these human-rights concerns were "very
much on his mind," adding that he would "do everything possible to be of

assistance to Sakharov, Shcharansky, Nudel and others.

- more -



The Mexican and AJC delegations agreed to reméin in contact with each other
during the coming months. Besides the Mexican president, the Mexican delegation
included Jorge Espinoza de los Reyes, Mexican Ambassador to the United States;
Jesus Silva Herzog, Minister of Finance; and Hector Hernandez, Minister of
Commerce and industrial development.

The AJC delegation also consisted of Howard Greenberger, professor of law,
New York University, and chairman of AJC's Task Force on Latin America; Alfred
Moses of Washington, chairman of AJC's National Executive Council; Leon Silver-
man of New York; Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, retiring chairman of AlC's
International Affairs Commission; Hyman Bookbinder, AJE's Washington Represen-
tative, David Harris, deputy director of AJC's International Affairs Department;
and Sergio Nudelstejer, director of AJC's Mexican and Central American office.

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer
human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religious rights of people here and abroad, and sgeks improved human relations
for all peoples everywhere.

B84-960-220
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(lje THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165E 56 St New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000

The Amaricran Jewish Commiltee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relalions
wgency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
dand abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relalions far all people.

MORTON YARMON. Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEW YORK, Dec. 19...The American Jewish Committee today cabled the Mexican
Government a statement of its "outrage and concern” over "slanderous and
defamatory statements against the Mexican Jewish community recently made
before the Mexican House of Representatives by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea
Enriquez."

During a December 1st discussion of reforms of the organic law of the Bank
of Mexico, Deputy Enriquez, in calling for more severe sanctions against those who
violate the exchange control, charged that "Mexican Jews are experts in these
matters. Therefore, they can avoid...all payments of taxes; they inflate their
assets; they get financial credit even after blowing up their assets and they
speculate with their money." Mr. Enriquez is a representative of the official
government party, Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), and is a member of
the finance committee of the Mexican House of Representatives.

In a telegram sent to the Mexican Ambassador to the United States, Jorge
Espinosa De Nos Reyes, Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, chairman of the AJC
International Relations Commission, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of the
AJC International Relations Department, declared that Deputy Enriquez's "baseless
charges are nothing less than a scurrilous and libelous attack on the moral integrity
and loyalty of Mexican Jewry and constitute a manifestation of group libel."

At the same time, Mr. Zacks and Rabbi Tanenbaum acknowledged in their
telegram that "we are gratified that Minister of Interior Manuel Bartlett and
Representative Enrique Soto Izquierdo, Secretary of the Great Commission of the

House of Representatives, in the name of the Mexican Government and the Partido
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Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), have categorically rejected these racist
statements rightly characterized by them as 'characteristic of totalitarian and
reactionary regimes' and violative of tHe principles of the Mexican constitution.”

These forthright rejections of Deputy Enriquez's personal views were issued
on December 7 and 8 following a series of meetings between Mexican Government
officials, House of Representatives spokesmen headed by Humberto Lugo Gil,
President of the Great Commission of the House of Representatives and four
representatives of the Comite' Central Israelita de Mexico (the Mexican Jewish
Central Committee). Sergio Nudelstejer, director of the Mexico and Central
American office of the American Jewish Committee, was one of the four official
Jewish spokesmen.

In behalf of the AJC, Mr. Zacks and Rabbi Tanenbaum in their telegram to
the Mexican Ambassador requested that "you communicgte our message of outrage
and concern to President Miguel de la Madrid.” They also requested an appointment
shortly with the Mexican Ambassador "in order to discuss what steps might be
taken to counter the negative effects of this episode and to assure that it will not
happen again." ;

The official statement of the Mexican House of Representatives rejecting the
views of Deputy Enriquez and issued by Great Commission's secretary, Deputy
lzquierdo, declared, inter alia:

"In the name of the PRI majority of this Legislature, 1 must point out
that such unfortunate expressions in no way reflect the thoughts of the
Deputies of my party, and are the exclusive responsibility of whoever says
them.

"Racism of any kind has always been rejected by the Mexican people,
because it clashes absolutely with its principles, traditions, and ideals. This
is characteristic of totalitarian and reactionary regimes.

"Equality before the law is an individual guarantee found in our
Constitution; even the education being taught at the Mexican State and in the
authorized institutions must, among other things, be according to the
Constitution 'sustainer of the fraternity and equality ideals, which are the
rights of all men, avoiding privileges among races, or sects, or groups or

sexes or individuals.'

-more-
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"Unlawful behavior of any kind that a person might incur is not
characteristic of any group of Mexicans, nor can it be attributed in any sense
to any ethnic group; neither to any particular group of immigrants.

"Before, during and after the Second World War, the people and the
Revolutionary Government of Mexico gave refuge and hospitality to refugees
of different origins, among them quite a number of Jews, whose children and
grandchildren, without denying any special features of their original culture,
are now Mexicans with full rights,

"The Mexicans of Jewish origins are Mexicans by the.same token and
with the same rights as the rest of our fellow citizens.

"All deserve our respect, and none of our laws or of our acts within the
Government have, or try to have, nor should have, elements of prejudice of
any kind against them, nor against other Mexicans, not even against
foreigners of aru:;ther origin.

"Mexico is an open country, open to all effort and help from all its
children, even from all human beings, without any distinction of nationalities
and always within the wide framework of our Constitution and our Laws."

Mr. Nudelstejer reported to the AJC national office in New York that a
number of articles and editorials have appeared widely in the Mexican press,

notably Novedades and Ultimas Noticias, all of which condemned the anti-Semitic

statements of Deputy Enriquez and underscored the danger of these public
statements against Mexican citizens of all racas' and religions.

In the leading Mexican daily, Excelsior, a columnist, Leon Garcia Soler,
writing on December 4, stated that Deputy Enriquez "shamed fellow-members of
the political party PRI and placed the Mexican Government in the unfair position
of appearing as an anti-Semitic regime.” He termed Deputy Enriquez's statements
"a criminal irresponsibility” and called upon Mr. Humberto Lugo Gil, President of
the PRI, to "repudiate the statements of Olea Enriquez" and to censure him.

On January 19, a delegation of AJC leaders will visit Mexico and will meet
with government leaders and the Mexican Jewish community leadership.

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of people here and abroad, and advences the cause of improved human
relations for all people everywhere.

* * 4 o
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, Deec. 27...The American Jewish Committee today cabled President
Miguel de la Madrid of Mexico its expression of "warm greetings" for his statement
last Wednesday confirming "the full and equal citizenship of Mexican Jewry and their
constructive role in strengthening Mexico's economy and society."”

The cable, sent by Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, chairman of the AJC's
International Relations Commission, and Dr. Mare H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's
International Relations Department, declared that "we view your positive
appreciation of the role of Mexican Jewry as a rejection of the offensive anti-Semitic
statements made recently by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enriquez as not being
representative of the convictions of the Mexican government and people."

On December 1, during a debate in the Mexican House of Representatives,
Deputy Enriquez singled out Mexican Jews as "experts in speculation" and tax-
evaders, suggesting that they are among "Mexican traitors, shameless people, and
profiteers."

On Wednesday, December 21, President de la Madrid held a meeting with seven
Jewish leaders, among them Sergio Nudelstejer, director of the AJC's Mexican and
Central American office. According to a telephoned message from Mr. Nudelstejer
to AJC's national offices in New York, the Mexican president "spoke warmly and with
feeling of his admiration and appreciation of the constructive role of the Mexican
Jewish community in helping Mexico cope with serious economic and social
difficulties. He said that Mexican Jews are an important and valued part of Mexican
society, and he thanked them for their productive contribution to its welfare. He
then asked the Jewish delegation to convey his best regards to each member of the

Jewish community of Mexico. President de la Madrid said that Mexican Jews are full

and equel citizens of our country." -
= more -
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Members of the Jewish delegation represented Friends of Hebrew University,
who invited him to address their international banguet in Mexico City in October
1984. President de la Madrid accepted the invitation, which was taken as a conscious
sign of friendship for Mexican Jewry.

During the conversation, the Mexican President spoke warmly of [srgel‘s great
contribution in agriculture, water reclamation, and lan;:l reform, a_nd expressed his
hope of closer collaboration between Mexico and Israel in these and related areas.

Prior to that meeting, Mr. Nudelstejer reported, the Mexican go#ernment‘s
chief of press informed the Jewish delegation that President de la Madrid was
determined to stop the anti-Jewish recrimination of Deputy Enriquez, and he chose
the occasion of this meeting to make clear "that he did not want this libelous attack
to go any.furtherﬂ‘

In their cable to the Mexican president, Mr. Zacks and Dr. Tanenbaum also
welcomed his "acknowledgment of the positive ties between Mexico and Israel in the
area of economic development and technical assistance which can only benefit both
countries."

On January 19, a delegation of AJC leaders will visit Mexico and will meet with
government leaders and the Mexican Jewish leadership.

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer
human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people

everywhere,

EJP, HP, 2
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Q'e THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56.St., New York, NY. 10022, (212) 7514000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 19086, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, Sept. 20 -- The American Jewish Committee today expressed its sadness
and solidarity with the Mexican people following yesterday's earthquake.

Messages went out today to President Miguel de la Madrid and to Bernardo
Weitzner, President of the Comite Central Israelita de Mexico, signed by Howard
I. Friedman, AJC President; Leo Nevas’chaiman of its International Relatioﬁs
Commission, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of the Internat;onai Relations
Depar tment.

Their message to President de la Madrid read:

"AMER ICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE IS DEEPLY SADDENED BY TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF
MEXICAN CITIZENS RESULTING FROM EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU AND MEXICAN
PEOPLE OUR SOLIDARITY AT THIS DIFFICULT HOUR. IF THERE IS ANY WAY WE CAN BE OF
ASSISTANCE TO YOU, PLEASE CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS FOR THE SPEEDY
RECOVERY OF GREAT MEXICAN PEOPLE FROM THIS TRAGIC EVENT."

Their.message to Mr. Weitzner read:

"AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE DEEPLY SADDENED BY TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF
MEXICAN CITIZENS RESULTING FROM EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU, MEXICAN PEOPLE
AND IN PARTICULAR TO MEXICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY OUR FRATERNAL SOLIDARITY AT THIS
DIFFICULT HOUR. ' IF THERE IS ANY WAY WE CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE TO OUR BEXICAN
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, PLEASE CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS- FOR THE SPEEDY
RECOVERY OF MEXICAN PEOPLE AND JEWISH COMMUNITY FROM THIS TRAGIC EVENT, MAY THE
NEW YEAR BRING MEXICAN JEWRY PEACE AND TRANQUILITY."

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization., Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religious rights of. Jews here and abroad_, and advances the cause of improved

human relations for all people everywhere.

* * *

85-960-177 EJIP, HP
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Mexlco S Pres:dent Re]ects

- Anti-Semitic Statements

The American Jewish Comnﬁﬂee today
cabled President Miguel de Madrid of Mex-

ico its expression of “warm greetings” for his

statement last Wednesday .confirming “the
full and equal citizenship of Mexican Jewry
and their constructive role in Strengthening
Mexico's economy and society.”

The cable, sentbyGoranZadtsofCoi
umbus, Ohio, chairman of the AJC’s Inter-
national Relations Commission, and Dr.

" Marck H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's In-

ternational Relations Department, declared
that “we view your positive appreciation of

the role of Mexican Jewry as a rejection of

the offensive anti-Semite statements made
recently by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enri-

quez as not being representative of the con- _

victions of the Mexican government and

peopk ”
On December 1, dnrmgadebal:ehﬁw
Mexican House of Representatives, Deputy

Enriquez singled out Mexican Jews as “ex- .

perts in speculation” and taxevaders, sug-
gesting that they are among “Mexican

. traitors, shameless people, and profiteers.”

On Wednesday, December 21, President

de la Madried held a meeting with seven ~

Jewish leaders, among them Sergio
Nudelstejer, director of the AJC’s Mexican
and Central American office. According to a
telephoned message from Mr. Nudelstejer to
ACJ's national offices in New York, the
Mexican president “spoke warmly and with

feeling of his admiration and appreciafion of,

the constructive role of the Mexican Jewish
community .in helping Mexico cope with
serious economic and social difficulties. He
said that Mexjcan Jews are an important and

“valued part of Mexican_ society, and he *

thanked them for their productive contribu-
tion to its welfare. He then asked the Jewish

delegation to convey is best regards to each

" member of the Jewtsh communjtyof Mex-
ico. President de la Madrid said that Mexican

Jews are full and equal citizens of our coun-,

try.” . ;
‘Members of the dewish delegation
represented Friends of Hebrew University,

- who imvited him to address thelr intema-

tional banquet in Mexico City in October
1984. President de la Madrid accepted the

invitation, which ‘was taken as a conscious -

sign of friendship for Mexican Jewry.

- During the conversation, the Mexican
President spoke warmly of Israel’s great con-
tribution -in agriculture, water reclamation,
and land reform, and expressed his hope of
closer collaboration between Mexico and
Israel in these and related areas. :

Prior to that meeting, Mr. Nudeistzjer

reported, the Mexican government's chief of
press informed the Jewish delegation that
President de la Madrid was determined to
stop the anti-Jewish recrimination of Deputy

 Enriquez, and he chose the occasion of this -
. meeting to make clear “that he did-not want .

this libelous attack to go any further.”

- In their caule to the Mexican president.
Mr. Zacks and Dr. Tanenbaum also welcom-
ed his “acknowledgement of the positive ties
‘between Mexico and Israel in the area of
economic development and technical
assistance which can only benefit both coun-
tries.”

govermnment leaders and the Mexican Jewish

_ leadership.

Foundad in 1906, the Amem:na Jewish
Committee is this country’s pioneer human
- relations orgahlzation It combats higotry
protects the civil and réligious rights of Jews
at home and abroad, and seeks improved
human relations for all people everywhere.

On January 19, =2 deleganun of AJC .
- leaders will visist Mexico and will meet with




A travers les c«

SPROCHEMENT ENTRE

MMUNAUTES JUIVE

MEXICAINE

Deux minorités qui
s’ignoraient jusqu’ici

New York, 4 avril {Ben
Gallob).Les communautés jui-
ve et mexicaine des Etats-Unis
ménent le méme combat pour
I'égalité , mais doivent combler
I'immense fossé ad’ignorance
mutuelle» qui les sépare et qui
constitue «l’obstacle majeury
3 leur coopération.

Telle est la conclusion de
la premiére conférence des lea-
ders des deux communautés,
qui s'est récemment tenue aux
Etats-Unis.

Cette conférence, qui réu-
nissait des responsables reli-
gieux et laics, était organisée
par |'archevéque Patrick Flores,
de San Antonio, et le rabbin
Mare Tanenbaum, directeur des
retat:ons _internationales _ de
I’American Jewish Comrpmee_
(A=1C:) ™= 7Les™ communautés
jliivé et mexicaine ont en assu-
ré le financement.

Pour les participants, cette
rencontre aura permis de déga-
ger et de mieux comprendre
les problémes et les intéréts
communs tout autant que les
_ différences.

Pour le rabbin James Ru-
din, directeur des affaires inter-
religieuses de I'AJ.C., le rap-
port démographique des deux
communautés a l'‘ensemble de
la population américaine doit
étre tenu pour responsable de
I'ignorance dans laquelle elles
se sont mutuellement tenues
jusqu’ici.«Nous avons été vic-
times des schémas culturels
dominants,a-t-il ajouté, et de-
vons dorénavant marcher en-
semblen.

Les participants sont tom-
bés d’accord sur le fossé cultu-
rel et social entre les deux com-
munautés. Ainsi, prés de la
moitié des jeunes Mexicains des
Etats-Unis ne dépassent pas le
lycée, alors que 90% environ
des juifs ont une formation
universitaire. Or, a souligné
M.Tanenbaum , «la premiére
génération d'immigrants juifs
aux Etats-Unis était dans une

tituation analogue 3 celle des

Mexicains aujourd'hui».

M_Henri Cisneros, maire de
San Antonio, a fait valoir que
«l’électorat hispanique» consti-
tuait maintenant une force,no-
tamment a I"heure de la campa-
gne présidentielle, et a suggéré
que juifs américains et Mexi-
cains américains trouvent 2
cette occasion des formules
d'alliance. Mais en réalité, a
ajouté M.Cisneros, cette allian-
ce doit étre plus vaste et est
dimpérative sur les plans éduca-
tif, financier,religieux de i'orga- .
nisation sociale et du dévelop-
pement économique.)

.Pour M.Cisneros, Israél
pourrait étre «d'une aide pré-
cieuse» pour le développement
des pays d’Amérique centrale,
en raison de son expérience .
avec les pays du Tiers-Monde
et de son avance technologique,
notamment dans [l'irrigation.
Les organisateurs ont décidé -
de créer un comité conjoint
destiné & organiser des confé-
rences ultérieures et 3 conce-
voir des projets de coopéra-
tion. '
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(]_,'(‘, THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St. New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 7514000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people,

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, Dec. 27...The American Jewish Committee today cabled President
Miguel de la Madrid of Mexico its expression.of "warm greetings" for his statement
last Wednesday confirming "the full and equal eitizenship of Mexican Jewry and their
constrluctive role in strengthening Mexico's economy and society."

The ecable, sent by Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, chairman of the AJC's
International Relations Commission, and Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's
International Relations Department, declared that "we view your positive
appreciation of the role of Mexicar; Jewry as a rejection of the offensive anti-Semitic
statements made recently by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enriqu(;]z as not being

. . representative of the convietions of the Mexican government and people." 2

On December 1, during a debate in the Mexican House of Representatives,
Deputy Enriquez singled out Mexican Jews as "experts in speculation" and tax-
evaders, suggesting that they are among "Mexican traitors, shameless people, and
profiteers."

On Wednesday, December 21, President de la Madrid held a meeting with seven
Jewish Ieaders, among them Sergio Nudelstejer, director of the AJC's Mexican and
Central American office. Aceording to a telephoned message from Mr. Nudelstejer
to AJC's national offices in New York, the Mexican president "spoke warmly and with
feeling of his admiration and appreciation of the constructive role of the Mexican
Jewish community in helping Mexico cope with serious economic and social
difficulties. He said that Mexican Jews are an important and valued part of Mexican
society, and he thanked them for their productive contribution to its welfare. He
then asked the Jewish delegation to convey his best regards to each member of the

| Jewish community of Mexico. President de la Madrid said that Mexican Jews are full

and equal citizens of our country."”

- more -
Howard |, Friedman, President; Theodore Ellenaff. Chairman, Board of Governors; Alfred H. Moses, Chairmam, Mational Executive Council; Robert S. Jacobs, Chairman, Board of Trustees

William S. Trosten. Acting Directar |
Washington Difice, 2027 M. huselts Ave.. N.W., Washington, 0.C. 20036 = Europe hg.: 4 Rue de Ia Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris, France « Israel hg.: 3 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem 95149, [srael
South America hq. (temporary office): 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y, 10022 « Mexico-Central America hg.; Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexico 5, D.F,

‘csAE 1707



Members of the Jewish delegation represented Friends of Hebrew University,
who invited him to address their international banquet in Mexico City in October
1984. President de la Madrid accepted the invitation, which was taken as a conscious
sign of friendship for Mexican Jewry.

During the conversation, the Mexican President spoke warmly of Israel's great
contribution in agriculture, water reclamation, and land reform, and expressed his
hope of eloser collaboration between Mexico and Israel in these and related aress.

Prior to that meeting, Mr. Nudelstejer reported, the Mexican government's
chief of press informed the Jewish delegation that President de la Madrid was
determined to stop the anti-Jewish recrimination of Deputy Enriquez, and he chose
the cceasion of this meeting to make clear "that he did not want this libelous attack
to go any further."

In their cable to the Mexican president, Mr. Zacks and Dr. Tanenbaum also
welcomed his "acknowledgment of the positive ties between Mexico and Israel in the
area of economic development and technical assistance which can only benefit both
countries.”

On January 19, a delegation of AJC leaders will visit Mexico and will meet with
government leaders and the Mexican Jewish leadership.

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer
human relations organization. It eombats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of Jews at home‘and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people

everywhere.

EJP, HP, Z
83-960-414
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

dalo: December 9th, 1983

to : Rabbi Marc H. Tanenba
from : Sergio Nudelstejer

wnpugiowaul

subjeoct : Follow-up on Verbal et against the Jewish Community in

Mexico.

Following up on my memo of December the 6th, I want to tell
you that the Delegation of the Comité Central Israelita de México
(Mexican Jewish Central Committee) formed by four people, one of
them being myself, had the chance to meet with the Minister of
the Interior, Mr. Manuel Bartlett and with Under-Secretary, Mr.
Jesfis Davila Narro. During this interview, which ITasted approxi-
mately one hour, we stated very clearly that the Mexican-Jewish

community feels offended, hurt, and worried with the declarations
iven out at the House of Representatives bzgdeﬁuty Miguel Angel )
Olea Enriquez,.) The Minister of the Interior said that he understands

perfectly weIl the reasons for unrest and worry within the Jewish
Community and at the same time he assured us that it had been an
unfortunate phrase said by a single individual and that under no
circunmstances does it have the sympathy or support neither of the
Mexican government nor of the PRI (Partido Rewvolucionario Institu-
cional - Official Govenment Party). When the Jewisn delegation men-
tioned to him that 5 days had already passed without any answer from
the President of the Great Commission of the House of Representatives,
with whom we were to deal about this same matter as well, he imme-
diately placed a private call, returning afterwards to where we were
and telling us that we had for the next day (wednesday the 7th) an
appointment with Mr. Lugo Gil, President of the Great Commission of
the House of Representatives. B
— R :

On Wednesday the 7th, the same delegation met with the Pre-
sident of the Great Commission of the House of Representatives and
discussed for an hour this serious issue. The Delegation was told
that the PRI rejects completely and utterly the declaration of Olea

. Enriquez and in anser toO our petition, accepted to makefE—EEBIETTTT
statement to clarify their position and their rejection of Olea
Enriquez's anti-Jewish standing. This statement would be given
out by the Press Office of the House of Representatives to the
press, radio and TV media at a national level.

Yesterday, Thursday the 8th, the information media published
the above mentioned statement.

On the same Wednesday 7th of December, a meeting was called
of all the Jewish Institutions in Mexico, to make it knowNto them
the steps taken by the official Delegation and the results obtained.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
BUREAU OF GENERAL INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

PRESS BOULETIN
December 7th, 1983

The Representative Enrique Soto Izdquierdo, Secretary of the Great
e B

Commission of the House of Representatives, in the name of the

majority of the PRI members, gave out the followiné_ggatement con-
————e

cerniqg the concepts expressed at the House of Representatives by

Deputy Mi uel Angél Olea Enriquez, during a discussion of the

reforms made to Article 23 bis of the Organic Law of the Bank

of Mexico.

—

"During the course of the debate held during the plenary
session at the House of Representatives on the first day of December

of 1983, in relation to the reforms to Article 23 bis of the ofgaﬂic

Law of the Bank of Mexico, Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enriquez had
an unfortunate way of expressing himself, referring to the Mexican

Jews.

"In the name of the PRI majority of this Legislature, I
must point odf that such.unfortﬁnate expfessioné in no way reflect
the thoughts of the Deputies of my party, and are the exclusive
;esponsibility of whoever says them.

"Racism of any kind has always been rejected by the Mexican
People, because it clashes absolutely with its principles, traditions
and ideals. This is characteristic of totalitarian and reaccionary

regimes.

"Equality before the Law is an individual:guaranty found

in our Cohstitution: even the education being taught at the Mexican

State and in the authorized institutions must, among other things,

. be, according to the'Constitution 'sustainer of the fraternity and

- equality ideals, which are rigﬁts of all men, avoilding priviledges

among rages, Or sects, orlgrupgj’or'sexes or individuals'.




. .‘.‘-I .!,‘p‘

. framework of our Constitution and our Laws

"Unlawful behaviour of any kind, into which one might
incur, is not characteristic of any grup o: mexicans, nor can
it be attributed in no sense to an etnic origin; neither to any

partidularlgrdup of foreigners. ]

"Before, during and after the Second World War, the
people and the Revolutionary Government of Mexico gave refuge
and hospitality to foreigners of different origins, among them
quite a number of Jews, whose children and grandchlldren, w1thout
denying some special features of their orlgxnal culture, are
now mexicans with full rights.

"The mexicans .of Jewish origin are mexicans by the same
token and with the same rights as the rest of our fellow citizens.

"All deserve our respect, and none of our laws or of
our acts within the Government have, or try to have, nor should

have, elements of prejudice of_any kind against them, nor against’

‘other mexicans, not even agains foreigners of another origin.

. "Mexico is an copen country, open to all effort and
help from all its children even from all human beings, without
any distinction of nationalities and always withing the wide
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En Privado
(Concordia...?

Por JOAQUIN
——LOPEZ-DORIGA V—~—

rNo hay que ir muy lejos
ni echar muy hacia atrés
las hojas de Ia historia pa-
ra recordar 1o que le ha
ocuirido a nuestro pafls ca-
da vez que ha privado la gi-
vision.

Hasta medio tertitorio se
perdid...

Por ello, el uno. de

di-
\ SIGUE ENLA PAGINA 12 |
P T .

\ VARV / oWV, W

EL MEJOR DIARIO

En Privado

| ciembre de 1982, cuando Mi-
guel de la Wadrid se colocd la
landa presylencial y analizo el
&3t que encontraba a la
Nz § ijp en una parte de
Su Intervemcion: .. .evitemos
discordia y* desunidn...s

Discordid y desumion.. -
Esas palabras alli quedaron,
risonando &n algunas mentes
1pactadas, adn, por lo pre-
ocupante del panorama nacio-

nal. 3

Discordia y desunifn...
Entonces-parecieron ser po-
co importajtes cuando se ha-

cia el dia tico y se daban a

conocer las'medidas para salir

del trance.] .

Cnncordif. pues, y unidad

que se buscan, pero en cuyo
camino a veces se fropieza
con obstéculos unos de mala
fe, otros de buena, dicen los
més derivados y surgidos de la
ignorancia, de la tropeza.

Asi ocurrid la semana pa-
sada, cuando en la sesian de la
Camara de Diputados, un le
gislador priista, Miguel Olea
Enrigiez, se levanto pera re-
sucitar el tema de los «sacadd-
laress y no encontrd mas ar-
gumento que el de condenar a
los «judios mexicanoss,

¢De qué se trata, sefior di-
putado...?, ¢qué le han hecho
a usted gue los llama «judios
mexicanoss? ;Es que los catd-

|_licos mexicanos, los protestan-

xicanos, los empresarios me-
xicanos, los funcionarios me-
xicanos, los diputados mexi-
canos no sacaron dolares...?

A qué viene esa trasnocha-
da?, cquiere usted ir a quemar
sinagogas de Polanco...?

No merece mas espacio el
ruin seflalamiento, porque el
legislador de Chihuahua bus-
caba otra cosa, cdistraer? y,
posiblemente, e le «ocurrios
en ese momento de nerviosis-
mo en la tribuna cuando ya no
sabfa qué decir.

¢Qué pensarfan los campe-
sinos mexicanos de Yucatan
de su gestion al frente de Cor-

tes mexicanos, los ateos me- :

demex...?

Pero por la tribuna desde
donde se dijo, por el nivel, que
al menos en el papel tiene
Olea Enriquez como legisla-
dor, el seflalamiento dejo algo
mas que un mal sabor de boca
y se tomd como un elemento
de discordia, de enfrentamien-
to, asi como la actitud adop-
tada recientemente por las au-
toridades aduaneras en el sen-
tido de clasificar a todos los
exportadores como delien-
cuentes, mientras ellos no de-
muestren o contrario.

Se pide que se exporte, pero
el principal obsticulo se en
cuentra en el rosario burocra-
tico que desanima al més de-
cidido. Es verdad que hay en-

tre quienes exportan que han
recurrido a la subfacturacion,
al vender a un representante
en Estados Unidos, a precio
mas bajo, para que luego
aquel revenda a precio real,
que se sabe de quienes cobran
en dolares y se niegan a tra-
erios, que subfacturan sus
ventas en cuanto a calidad y
Olros recursos gue ya no son
validos.

Por supuesto que no todos
son unas blancas palomas; pe-
ro tampoco son todos unos de-
lincuentes y las autoridades
hacendarias han partido del
segundo puesto.

de Investigacion Fisca! acaba
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Viene de la Pigimal .

de anunciar lo que fBamd la
elaboracion de una dlista ne-
gra= y amenaza con fijar pre-
‘cios oficiales a la exportacion,
asf como la creacién de nue-
ves impuestos, ademas de
e .frenar el otorgamiento de
permisos de importacitm para
maquinaria, materias primas
y equipo necesario para la ex-
pertacidn...»

«Evitemos —dijo el presi-
dente de la Madrid— evitemos.
discordia y desunibn..» .

Y la verdad es que hay quie-
nes, al menos en su decir, es-
tan empefiados en sembraria
en aras de un falso eficientis-

Mo en un recordar eaguf es-’

toy...s e :

Au..que el pais vaya de por
medio y la rigida autoridad se
quiera imponer por encima de
la unidad, 13 concordia, a cop-
ciliaciim, como primer paso;
el convencimiento...

7T 7 POR SEGUIDITTAS™ “"%E*que*amm

. El presidente Miguel de [a°
Madrid rectbid ayer en Los Pi
nos al licenciado Leopoido So-
ils, uno de sus hombres de

" confianza, quien dejd su cargo

al frente de un banco nacliona-

lizado a ralz de un gravisimo
en

‘" que fue a acuerdo y Homero

. el Primer Magistrado estuvo

. comisién para s ¥, que pro-
cualquier

“en el desempefio

titulo personal u oficial. Tam-
accidente que tuvo la ea- poco deberdn disponer de los
rretera de Puebla, hace un bienes o servicios de Ias enti-
afio y de! que se le dio por dades que administren para
muerto. Ya muy recuperado, Obsequiarlos, venderlos con
Polo estuvo con Don Miguel y descuento o ponerlos gratui-
manitiene su cargo de subdi- tamente al servicio de oros
rector ¢~ Banco de México. Servidores plblicos o particu-
Buen ¢ . ylle. Quienes también lares. Todo lo anterior, es con

. estuvieron ayer en Los Pinos el fin de prevenir la comision.

fueron Bernardo Sepilveda, de irregularidades que podrian
tipificarse como delitos, ante
Flores, presidente del Congre- las cuales la Contraloria Ge-
so del Trabajo, que tuyo ay- neral tendria que actuar de
diencia. Por la marfiana, qué conformidad con los ordena-
dijo la mafiana, cuando el so} Mientes aplicables. Esta cir-
apuntaba sus primeros rayes, Cular fue e:'la\il;da deai los sec;
segin narran alpunos osados, lmiticlmm,gm' b om_

los dirigentes del sindicato descentralizados y titulares de
2"‘,:;,;“;‘0?;, de Hacienda y las entidades de la administra-
el licenciado Jesis Silva Her- Cin plblica paraestatal, de-
z0g... EN UN oficio firmado del sector del De-
por el oficial mayor cel go- Ppartamento del Distrito Fefe-
T e e o i a ks Tciomes de
Hid, y por el Contralor Gene- on a los funcionarios

_Adrian Mora Agﬂlar_se Departamento del D.F. para
misiém, y un afio después, los € V. EN RELACION a la
servidores piblicos no podran Solicitud que Salvador Barra-
solicitar, aceptar o recibir por 8an €amacho hizo para que
sf, o por interpésito personal, TemeX y la Secretaria de la
dinero o cualquier otra dopa- Contraloria revisen las cuen-

cibn, servicio, emplea, cargo o 12s de la comision de contra-
o s tos del sindicato petrolero,

esdan de anoche, Mario Raman Beteta

..ctiyas actividades profesioma- contestd por escrito recordan-
_les, comerciales o industriales 40 que el gobiemno federal no

se encuentran directamente puede intervenir en la vida de
vinculadas, regutadas o los sindicatos, pero ante la in-
visadas por el servidor piblico Sistencia propone que la ofi-
de su em- ‘ti:mad;lsl_:argodel-'ranmsco Ro-
€0, CArg0 0 Comision, que de- jas designe a un despacho par-
ﬁmm conflicto deq;:em- ticular de contadores epara
ses. Asimismo los servidores Que se realice la auditoria ex-
piblicos no deberan en ningin  haustiva que desea la dirigen
caso disponer de recursos eco- €ia del Stprms. El texto del di-
nbmicos de la Administracion vector de Pemex lleva copia
Publice Federal para adquirir par el titular de la Contralo-
bienes con objeto de obse- Lﬂ:Sq; la Feds;ag;nn._.. Drf;
tarl terceras personas ecciones ingo
LE i‘a ? contareé: todo indica que Ac-
cibn Nacional vencid en Za-
mora g Uruapan alla en Mi

que en Taxco, Gue-

rrero, el PRI saldra derrotado
y que e Tamaulipas, Francis-
co Ciardenas Gonzilez, por lgs
colores del PST debe haber
ganado ia alcaldia de Soto La
Marina, mientras que en Valle
Hermoso no hay decision y el
- PRi vencid en Reynosa, Ma-
tamoros y apretadamente en
Nuevo Laredo... DE INFOR-
MES le digo qué Francisco
Rojas {levar la represema-

cibn presidencial al primero .

de Enrique Gonzilez Pedrero,
el domingo que viene y que

Héctor Hemn estard en
Tlaxcala con el de Tulio Her-
néndez..,

NOS YEMOS maiiana, pero

EN PRIVADO...
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EXCELSIOR

ULTIMAS NOT!CIAS Marfes 6 de Diciembre, 1993

e PorfMANUEL CAMIN .

UY desafartunadas fuerOn unas deciaracm—
.nes que, ‘el recién pasado jueves, hizo el
diputado Miguel Olea Enriquez, tras subir'

. ala tribuna para defender el dictamen: que facul-

taal Ejecutwo para‘imponer sanciones mas seve-

- ras.a quienes violen el control de cambios. -

En el conte.xto de su .discurso, -el legxslador
se erigié en vocéro del PRI, para sefalar a “los

I judios, mexicanos” como "expertos” .en’ crear fi-

. clinémonos a pénsar ‘que le falté caletre politico,” _'

] una futura e mveroeimll verswn chlhuahuense de *

. mental.

liales de las soc::edades anénimas que funcionan
aqui con. otras::del . extranjero . para -eludir im-
puestos a “la Federacion, inflar sus activos; con-

seg‘mr credltos despues y especular con el di- '

nem
ma lamentable, al p]urallzar al” generalizar. In-
‘que e’ fa]lb la. materia grls ‘hablé. a. tfontas y a,
- locas 'y''se 1¢ brincéla’” ‘cadend’ de dxstmbuclon
Lo contrario, determmana cahflcarlo
~como un. nuevo “fuhrer”, afllando la’ hoja pala

a traglca e 'inclvidable’ “Noche de’ los’ cuchillos:

largos”, prologo mazi del; holocausto donde fueron :

sadicamente inmolados’ mas de- seis mlllones de
seres humanos llamados Jud.los e

CAMARA DE:
DIPUTADOS

. El d1putado por Chihuahua desbarro en. for- :

4

e~ A

ALES declammones apestan a raclsmo a:dis-,
crimmacwn ¥ ademas, van en contr&. de:; .

nuestros lmnam;entos constitucionales que,
claramente, establecen la libertad -de. cultos; »

.Hay' judios, ! catolicos, musulmanes, protes-
tantes o de cua}quier comunidad..religiosa. .En

México, cada quien es libre de profesar la religién -

que desee sin'temor. a ser:carne de genocidio.*
Generalizar “asi; porque Si, ademas:de aven-

turado és pehgmso ‘Sobre todo ‘cuando ]a comu-

nidad judia asentada en Memco ‘mayoritariamen-

te, estd’ formada por mexicanos -de nacimiento, .

gue aqui estudiaron, se formaron, trabajaron con

la laboriosidad. que les es- pmpla y, en ningun.

mornento se Han sent:do mexlcanos de- ségunda

por la senmlla razon de que tados snrnos Jguales_

ante la ley. <

“ . Justa y- acertada la- protesta de la Bna;_:

i Brith, méaxima ’ orgamzacmn judia internacional

: que mclu ve:

opiniones de ese legislador, pero mas porque no

hubiera ningun: «diputado que protestara por esa.

accién; queé sélo propicia estereotlpos diserimina-
torios.que no deben exXistir, en nustro pais. La

' comunidad. judia. estd contrlbuyendo y-en gran,
.medlda, para que, salgamos de 1a crisis. Tales fala-
cias. son. negatwas parag el cllma de llbertades que. '

se' vwe en Méxxco" (&
' Asi que dﬁputado Olea a culdalse de los
"lapsus politlcuq" Mg Sir s .

mAkm DE_MEDIODIA

“Nos vimpos SOI‘pI‘EndIdOS por. las-
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It was by these means, that, in a certain sense, we were able to subdue
the prevailing unrest and worry within the Jewish Community. But, the
basic question is still in mid-air: Is the attitude of this mexican
House Representative a very personal point of view, or, in a certain
way, does it carry the untold feelings of thousands or millions of
Mexicans? This is the real and-serious-question that must be ans-
wered. ..

r""”_""'-‘__‘\t

The meeting with Mexican President, Miguel De la Madrid is
still pending and we do not know if the President will graﬁrus tRHis
interview because the problem in itself has been taken care of with
the official declarations to the press.

Some articles and editorial commentaries have appeared in the
Mexican Press, all of them condemning this-antisemitic standing of
Olea Enriquez and advising of the danger of this kind of public
— statements against mexican citizens, regardless if they are Catholics,
Moslems, Protestants or Jews.

I met with Mr. Mark Gregory Davison, Second Secretary at the
Embassy of the United States of America, who is in charge of the
Egligigilqaiﬁgiggvggpartment and who had a special interest in knowing
~all details of this incident. I informed him about the development
lof this situation and asked him pleaségo have his office in Washington
trnasmitt to you this information. Hope they did so. ' :

Am enclosing arti¢les of the daily newspapers NOVEDADES and

Ll e

tives and its English translation.

I feel now that this matter is no more confidential, but

it is so important, to the point that the AJC office in New York

. should immediately give it out for a press release or to be used

in the way you-consider best. Please let me know what you decide

to do before releasing it, and feel free to make any comments or
observations.

As always, my very best and cordial regards.

Milton Ellerin

SN/eeg
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CAMARA DE DIPUTADOS
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i } Pk | DIRECCION GENERAL DE INFORMACION
;..i-—-‘-i.‘-bn._fn .

Y RELACIONES PUBLICAS

BOLETIN DE PRENSA
DICIFMBRE_ 7 DE 1983.
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&
. DIPUTADO ENRIQUE SOTO IZQUIERDO, .SECRETARIO DE LA GRAN COMISION DE LA -
CAMARA DE DIPUTADOS, A NOMBRE DE LA MAYORIA PRIISTA, FORMULO IA SIGUIENTE

* DECLARACION, EN RELACION CON LOS CONCEPTOS QUE EXPRESARA EN LA TRIBUNA DE

LA CAMARA DE DIPUTADOS RECIENTEMENTE EL DIPUTADO MIGUEL ANGEL OLEA ENRIQUEZ,
CON MOTIVO DE LA DISCUSION DE LAS REFORMAS AL ARTICULO 23 BIS DE LA LEY OR-
GANICA DEL BANCO DE MEXICO.

"EN EL CURSO DEL DEBATE SOSTENIDO EN LA SESION PLENARIA DE LA CAMARA

DE DIPUTADOS EL DIA PRIMERO DE DICIEMBRE DE 19837 EN RELACION-CON-IAINIEIA
TIVA DE REFORMAS AL ARTICULO 23 BIS DE LA LEY ORGANICA DEL BANCO DE MEXICO,

EL DIPUTADO MIGUEL ANGEL OLEA ENRIQUEZ, TUVO UNA EXPRESION DESAFORTUNADA ALU

DIENDO A LOS JUDIOS MEXICANOS.

"EN NOMBRE DE LA MAYORIA PRIISTA DE BSTA LEGISLATURA,DEBO SEFALAR QUE

‘TALES EXPRESIONES DE NINGUNA MANERA REFLEJAN EL PENSAMIENTO DE LOS DIPUTADOS

DE MI PARTIDO, Y SON DE LA EXCLUSIVA RESPONSABILIDAD DE QUIEN LAS FORMULO.

"EL RACISMO DE CUALQUIER TIPO HA SIDO RECHAZADO SIEMPRE POR EL PUEBLO:

MEXICANO, PUES CHOCA FRO\T'\I VIENTE CON SUS PRINCIPIOS,TRADICIONES Y SUS IDEA-
LES. ESTE HA SIDO CARACTERISTICO DE REGIMENES TOTALITARIOS Y REACCIONARIOS.

| "LA IGUALDAD ANTE LA LEY ES UNA GARANTIA INDIVIDUAL CONSAGRADA _EN =
NUESTRA CONSTITUCION; 'INCLUSO, LA EDUCACION QUE IMPARTEN EL ESTADO MEXICANO
Y LAS INSTITUCIONES AUTORIZADAS DEBE, ENTRE OTRAS COSAS, DE ACUERDO AL TEXTO
CONSTITUCIONAL, 'SUSTENTAR 1.OS IDEALLS DE FRATERNIDAD E IGUALDAD DE DERECHOS

-DE TOGDOS LOS I-K)P»IBRE-—S-,—'EV—I—'I—A‘\I{D —I_,OS PRIVILECIOS DE RAZAS, DE SECTAS, DE CRU--

"POS, DE SEXOS O DE INDIVIDUOS'.

”U\é CONDUCTAS ILICITAS DE CUALQUILR INDOLE, EN QUE POR EXCEPCION ~ SE
II;ICURI\‘._._E_, NOSON CARACTERISTICAS NI MENOS AUN PRIVATIVAS DE NINGUN GRUPO DE

~ MEXICANOS NI ATRTBUIBLES EN NINGUN SENTIDO A SU ORIGEN ETNICO; TAMPOCO , POR :



CIERTO,A NINGUN GRUPO DE EXTRANJEROS EN PARTICULAR.

""ANTES, DURANTE Y DESPUES DE LA SEGUNDA GUERRA MUNDIAL, EL PUEBLO Y EL
GOBIERNO REVOLUCIONARIO DE -MEXICO HAN DADO HOSPITALIDAD Y. REFUGIO A EXTRANJE-
ROS DE DIVERSOS ORIGENES, ENTRE ELLOS NUMEROSOS JUDIOS, CUYOS HIJOS Y NIETOS,

~SIN RENUNCIAR A CIERTOS RASGOS DE SU CULTURA ORIGINAL, SON YA MEXICANOS DE -
"PLENO DERECHO.

6]
"LOS MEXICANOS DE ORIGEN JUDIO SON MEXICANOS POR EL MISMO TITULO-Y CON
LOS MISMOS DERECHOS QUE EL RESTO -DE NUESTROS CONNACIONALES.

"UNOS Y OTROS MERECEN NUESTRO RESPETO, Y NINGUNA DE NUESTRAS LEYES NI
NUESTRAS ACCIONES DE GOBIERNO CONTIENE, PRETENDE CONTENER, NI DEBERA CONTENER

ELEMENTOS DE PREJUICIO DE CUALQUIER NATURALEZA HACIA ELLOS, NI HACIA NINGUNOS

OTROS MEXICANOS, NITAUN EXTRANFEROS—POR-RAZON DE-SU-OREGEN-~- ——

'"MEXICO ES UN PAIS ABIERTO AL ESFUERZO Y APORTACION DE TODOS SUS HIJOS
E INCLUSO DE TODOS LOS SERES HUMANOS SIN DISTINCION DE NACIONALIDAD, DENTRO -
DEL AMPLIO MARCO DE NUESTRA CONSTITUCION Y NUESTRAS LEYES.
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DEC 12 1983

e pediotprens

: December 6th, 1983

: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenba
: Sergio Nudelstejer

Verbal Onset against the Jewish Community in Mexico.

WRpueiouws

Would like you to know about a very unusual and serious

act that took place last Friday, December 2nd, in the Mexi-
- '.-_-"""—n—_

can House of Representatives. ’

While a discussion was going on, on important new laws
relating to the financial situation of the country, a re-
presentative of the PRI - (Partido Revolucionario Institu-
cional, which is the official government party),- Mr. Mi-

- guel Olea Enriquez, while addressing the House and defen-
ding a proposal of law that would establish more severe sanctions

against those who violate the exchange control, in one of the
parragraphs of his public address, said the following:

" The Mexican Jews are experts in these matters.
Therefore, they can avoid, here in the Federation,
all payment of taxes; they blow up their assets,
they get financial credit even after blowing up
their assets and they speculate with the money".

This open and public declaration by a representative of
the official political party and member of the finance commi-
ttee of the House of Representatives, makes us think about
several possibilities. First, that it might be an official
standing of this political party (of the PRI) or, it could
also be the personal opinion of this representative, Miguel
Olea Enriquez.

Another thing that worries us is the fact that no other
member of the House of Representatives or a member of any
other party, be it from the right or left wings, made any
attempt to deny or disagree with this statement.

Some newspapers, specially the Excelsior and Uno + Uno
had an ample covering of this matter. More so the Excelsior
daily, which gave it its most important headline on the
front page.

This statement made by the representative of the PRI, of
a clear-cut and dirty antisemitism, has highly worried all

the Jewish community, specially the serious accusation a-
gainst a single group, making this minority appear before.the

—_—
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opinion as unloyal to the country at a moment of economical
crisis in Mexico.

On Sunday, December the 4th, in the same Excelsior news-
paper, -a columnist by the name of Qggg_ggzgig_ﬁnlex‘ by his
own initiative and will, gave out a verbal onset against
the declaration of the representative of the House, Mr. Olea
Enriquez, where among other things, he points out that the
statement made by Olea Enriquez "shamed the fellow-members
of the political'party PRI and placed the Mexican Government
in the unfair position of posing as an antisemitic. regime'
Further on he added: .a criminal irresponsibility. ThlS
member of the official party PRI, who in the past condemned
fascism and fought agains nazism,.now makes a statement of
the lowliest antisemitism:by saying that 'The Mexican Jews
are experts in dealing falsely with dollars'...". This
journalist called upon .Mr. Humberto Lugo Gil, President
of the PRI (Revolutionary Institutional Party) to havé him
censor the above statement of Olea Enriguez.

The Comité Central Israelita de Mexico. (CEntral Jewish
Committee of Mexico) is working on some official interven-
tion with the Ministry of the Interior; with the President
of the PRI; with the President of the House of Representa-
tives and they are even ready to go as far as a meeting
with Mr. Miguel de la Madrid, President of Mexico.

The President of the Central Jewish Committee, has in-
vited me to participate in a very small delegation which
will meet with the above mentioned official personalities.

This same afternoon, I will meet with Mr. Mark Davidson,
Political Officer of the American Embassy who caridd me in to
hear my personal opinion as the Director of the AJC Mexican
branch office, in relation to this serious matter.

Yesterday morning, I met with Mr. Moshe Arad, Israell
Ambassador in Mexico and we exchanged points of view con-
cerning this issue. He also seemed very worried and he ex-
pects a strong reaction on the part of the Mexican Jewish
Community.

Enclosed please find clippings of the daily Excelsior;
of the Uno + Uno newspaper, and a part of the commentary
of Mr. Leon Garcia Soler which also appeared in Excelsior
newspaper. '

Will keep you informed on further developments of this
issue. Would appreciate it if you keep this information con-
fidential, just for you and the AJC Leadership but not for
publication, at the moment. Any comments oOr suggestions will
be appreciated.

With best cordial regards.

Milton Ellerin
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EL PERIODICO DE LA VIDA NACIONAL

EXCELSIOR Viernes 2 de Diciembre de I‘?E!

Vlolan Muchos Empresanos la Ley Camblana SerialaelPRI

!Traflcan con Délares Controlados

' % Se han Amasado Fortunas en Auténticos Atracos a la Nacién: Olea E. '
*_Urge Poner Coto a los “Judios - Mexicanos Expertos en la Especulacion”
% Triangulan Importaciones, Inflan sus Activos y se Llevan las Divisas

% Aprueba la Camara Medidas y Sanciones Severas por 355 Votos Contra 55

* Censuro'AN la Iniciativa por ser “Atentatoria Contra la Libertad”
Por GUILLERMO C, ZETINA

El PRI denu.ncié ayer en la-Cimara
de Diputados a -muchos industriales

que trafican con los dolares controla-

dos, con lo cual cometen “un atraco
contra la nacién, de la manera mds
simple”, y asi amasan fortunas, me-
diante un procedimiento en el que “los
judios mexicanos son expertos”, y que
urge ponerle coto con las reformas al
articulo 23 de la Ley Orgénica del
Banco de México, aprobadas ayer gor
el plenc, Juego de tres horas de dis-
cusiones.

- El diputado- pmsha. Migue] Olea En-
riquez, al subir a la!tribuna para de-

" fender el dictamen que faculta al Eje-

cutivo para poner en vigor sanclones
m4s severds a quienes violen el control
de cambios, recaled gue “o somos soli-
darios con la nacién o jamas saldremqgs
de la crisis”, y sefialé que “desgracia-
damente siempre han existido mexica-

nos traldores, ginvergiienzas y apro- :

vechados”.

Dijo Olea Enriquez que “el control
de cambios es necesatio en las clrcuns-
lancias actueles, y entre més durp,

mAas conveniente serig: Estamos en un. .‘
sistema dual, con un mercado libre y

otro controlado”, y menclond luego
que el gran beneficiado con las deva-
luaciones ha sido el exportador, que
antes vendia a 28.y ahora lo' hace

139, porque sigue pagando & sus: em-

\gl?ados salarios que no tlenen esa pro-

porcién y sin embargo “esta chillando
porque le quitan 18 pesos por délar
controlado”.

El diputado por Chihuahua prosi-
guié: “Otro de los problemas es el
industrial que pide. créditos o el que
saca un permiso de importacién de
maquinaria o de’ insumos y se le da
dolar controlado, y luego va al extran-
jero y deja parte de esos délares all4.
Eso lo vemos con mucha frecuencia:
vienen aqui, hacen de cuenta que la
maquinaria les va a costar tanto mas

cuanto y el diferencial favorable lo .

dejan alli (en Estados Unidos) en be-

* neficio propio. Ese es un atraco contra

la nueién, y lo estamos viendo que lo
hacen de la manera mis simple.”

SIGUE EN LA PAGINA NUEVE
————

a
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Slgue de’ I phrnem nlurln

“Exzsten ‘socieda d £ s
';_-agregb ‘Olea. Ennquezv—_-
anommas en Panamé.' Baha.”
mas en, las 1slas Ca.lmanes,f.
dondc much &'s. ‘empresas.
' mexicanas +han.-hecho otra:
".sociedad, - Compran Ia. ‘ma-
i quinaria- a ‘cierto .precio;en
; Estados Unidos,’ ‘se le factu-
ra g, la socledad en las Cai-.
manes, de. Panama o de las._
Bahamas y ésta a su.vez 1a
‘manda’ a ME‘X.ICU a premos.
largos. | : i
A “Los 1udlos mexlcanos k
son expertos en: esas cOsas«

. De' esa manera eluden im-
' puestos- aqui.-en la Federa-
;- cion; ‘inflan sus activos, ‘con-

. sigen créditos despues -de !

L que- m.ﬂaron sus - activos. y !

ademds, especulan ’com’ el-

dmero", d‘l]o el dlputado

- “COTO A ESTOS
~  ~ MALANDRINES” i

iR

Dlea Ennquez urgzé lue-
“Necesitamos““ponerle:
un coto a estos malandrines.” _
‘Este"pais no tiene dolares; |
‘dlebemos usar]os donde me- |
_jor nos: convenga -en. donde ;
‘Sea necesarm Las importa- 4
mones fundamentales- -que.
; requerimos. son’ las' de. ah-;
" . mentos, de ‘cereales "y _para |
-es0. se_necesitan divisas @ |
- Finalinenté Olea Enriquez
demandé que se mvestlguen
oficialmente .estas™'empre-’
sas en. las Calmanes. las Ba-" : %
- hamas y-Panama, “donde se-
-estan haciendo: una bola de |
traflques” vi también'. insis- |
_ti6 en qire nuestro problema !
. es-.que estin- eludiendo  eld
..control ;:de . cambios. y- ha-

. a.'_;

I
b B it
'

£ mendo grandes negocws los Lambms s
mismos. de siempre, y ma-
nifest6 .que “‘ojala en otra.
reforma- al articulo. 23 -bis
de’la Ley del Banco de Mé- -
xico, en*un futuro proximo,
se pueda meter a la ca.rcel
2, los sacadélares”

" E1 PAN/ por -medio del"
mRutado ‘Felipe_ .Gutiéfrez’
Zorrilla, objets el d:cbamen,
porque "t reflere mas a pe-;que éste se da,por la inse- :
" nalizaciones i y 'persecucién gur:dad scmal v economica ‘otorgue’ para tratar -de jen-
Gue aI smtema .de control. de que pnva en el pais z ) 2l

U E T

16> “elimina da.
division de pnderes y. que
atenta ‘contra la libertad”.”

El dlputado Rayrnundo
‘Le6n Osuna, en nombre del’
PDM, 'cuestioné Ja existen-
‘cia ‘misma del cantrol de:
cambios “al.que.se le dan
cualidades magicas® para.evi-
tar la fuga de capitales”, y

" cauzarla”,

Salvadur :Castafieda -
Connor, en.nombre del PS
U.M.
festo por el restablecimiento
de) control generalizado. de
cambios ¥ no el régimen
dual existente, y.sefiala que
la falta de, &.ohdarldad de:la
clase empresarial | *
_vocaclcm -antigua. .que estd

ES una. |

‘en cambio, se mani-’|.

!
!

por .encima de’ cualquier .
}concemon .que_el gobierno :

it - b SR AR
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'mcular Opuca Himitd las fiberta- ,‘
.onshtuye més que un control -
1b103 *"un sistema de. penaf 25-
] Freme a lesa
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PRE cemvwn
Wde ta pnmera 1, ;" i
| La dafensa de 636 sal:tur desde antes
"'de esa intarvencicn, la hizo ef panista Feli-
pe Gutiérrez Zorrilla, qu:en se quejt de’ Ia

indefinicion ‘del artfculo'23-bis de la Ley' I'

Orgamcaldei Banco de Méxu,o y sostuvc
. que “'se dnctaban las normas de persecu~ [

Mol cién ' en contra de Ios exportadores ¥ de

fos importadorés”. | -
gl panista sostuvo que habia cierta in-
' constitucionalidad en el control, de cam-

i bios, y abdncamén dg funclones por par(e
© delos Ieg:sladores &i ciar un poder discre: !
‘cional 3l Ejecutivo 'en la materia.’ Con ¢! ‘rl
. coincidié daspués el pedernista Ravmun-

‘ do LedonOzuna) quien sali6 con la banda-
ra de que el control cambiaric inhibirfa el
fomento del comercio extarior. | :

: E! nedem:sta se que;é amargamente
'del ““dique’’ que lmpitcan las nuevas.me-
didas cambigrias y paso al tema recurren-

- te.de pedir que se.investigue la fonuna de.
José Ldpez Pomllo, que ahora dqo
derrocha en délares por Europa. 1 B

' Maés de una respliesta recibio esa po'!-

. wura. & prosidents de 'a Comision Legisla:

i tiva de Hacienda, Jorgs Trevifio, [indicé
. que la reforma a la Ley OrQAmca dai Ban:

| co de Méxice conenla dos’ pumgs su$~

tanciales: facuitar al’ E;ecumrn _para, es-

; tablanen un régi 0, da controi de; c;am-

l

; _2' bl&mdas pcr &l F;ecutwo '
Tre ._ﬁa sxpilcé el fundame'\to comt'

su dmhc ‘

Vs abd

£ % il Y

eunc

i Nec_es

dor Ca

que !a? nuevas ‘medidas cambiatias “no

podrim tener otro destinatario mds que a

fosi| in ponadnras y exportadores’.
Lueqo ien razén de que, el PPS s sostuve!
que la: fuga de caplta?es contlnua 'Trewﬁo
inforr que en 1982 esa fuga fue de €& mil

500 n'sF lones de dolares y que; aunque pa- i

ra este afio’’'tenemos cifras precisas’
supera
taembr pasadg, era de 3 mil 200 millot ,es
en lab. {anza de pagos, o

“Masi de trE.'S horas duro el daba:e no' ;

obsta e quela reforma incidia an un soio

'ndarftras oradores ‘a 13 tnbuna_‘

'.bién|d stacé Olea tnriquez quten Seﬁalé

que| ‘el exportador ‘‘es un gran benefi-
ciario ge la devatuacion, sigue pagando & a’
L SUS L bagadores con | salarios que. no .

" 'tienen sa proporc 6n v te entra més dine-

o

o gk i

“Lod * judfos ‘mexlcanos,- ;.—-_duo é'yl
rlfsta'l son expertas en esas cosas. De
esa mdners eluden impuestcs aqu{ en la
Federaribn, inflan sus activos, cons&guen'
créds@ después da gue inflaron sus acti-

VoS ¥ demés especuisn cen el dmema

e}!andrinas"

35 Bahaﬂtas ¥ atras panaes
d ante ellas,’ se. trafrca con

ponumdad el pesum;a:a Salv&
ﬁeda O'Cannor indicé que 1a're:

e

—mo

@mrﬂl de cambms duro

de la Ley. Organtca lEi PRI tuvo -

Jmos fafzosamente poperie cote

%L,,ﬂsmandé lmrenhgar 3 las‘_'
_m SXICAnAg, qua funcmnan_ n

forma aila Ley Orgémca del. Banca ds
Méxlco implica gue axiste ! una cracrente 'y

violacidn de las normas’ que mmgran e

. régimen cambiario dej /actual gobierns. ;|

Mamfesro que las sanclones que ahora se *
mcorpbran reve!an que mgue fa fugalde
d6lares y record6 cﬁmo su ‘partido, desde I.'

ki L principio, propuso un smema mtegrar
-disminkiyd sensiblemente 'va lque hay un oy

it de délares que, al mes de s6p-)

delcontroldecambaos' 1 .,-1

_Lamenté tambidn que se de;aré en ma- [

. hos presidenciales.la ctemssén da lmplan

. 1ar o suprimir el control,de, camb;os Yipi-
- dié que ese sistema 53 mcorpmara g 13 i
' propia Ley Drgémca eer Banw da Méxu-
co. Precis6:, | | Y, i 3 .'"
"'Si no se perscgue al contrabandc ide
divisas y si no se le castiga no puede ha-
+ ber auténtico commi de Fambm"' £ -
_En' | términos semajames Héctar 1
Ramfrex Cugilar,: det PPS; unmié deniun: '

i ciando gque 'a presencia de: Mtgual Man-

cara Aguavo, darecwr del Bancoige LY L
co, "revma hasta donide ha penetrads la
| derechy! an el mama;o- d*- -l pc!mca
ecor&maca dal oob:amo ' i

‘Por gsa via, narrd ¢

oiel] aclual“_gon !

biemo fue iaberailzandu &l'control & cam-

b;os hasta’ quela raaiudaa e demoste
necestdad de hacerlo mas rigido v, 15
.mentd, as{, gueno 6 comfoteai mencado '
hbre que, de hacho es nagro Ftec{)nm:né




-Banistas “org
caravana-automowhstxca y- llegaron’ hast
Secretana de. Goberndcmn al~gnto de “ahora i

' *—%msabxhzodelpmcesoyslalpnfstaés‘olei

o w - - - —f=%eal le buenos Imntcs, _ai.gobemador lo
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B otm ocasién y. quien-fue de su natal Chihuahua. -

: : e.___¥ucata.  para . admmlstrar el henequen para
. mal ‘de' 10§ peninisulares; subi6 a la- mbuna de-i

T e “la Camara de Diputados para defender el die-*
5 e -tamen que faculta.al Ejecutivo a- Amponer san- |
o s ~ciones mas- severaSLa*qmeneb violen el'control-
T . “{-de cambios.. Apenas ‘pudo: estahlecer qie: hay4

- ——/-un-sistema" dual=en -vigorry+lagrsanciones son”
{ parz quienes ‘aprovechan ésa duahdad“épenas
supo sefialar, en abstracto; que hay mdustriaLes _'
que “trafican-con délares”. - 2
"] Lo que si supo hacer-fue poner en verguenza~
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. de México enla. amarga e injusta tesitura de’:
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December 16, 1983
Marc Tanenbaum

David Geller

Sergio called today - Friday, December 16 — with the following
information.

1. Regarding the anti-Semitic statement of the Mexican Deputy
in their Parliament... there have been strong declarations

criticizing him and denouncing anti-Semitism. However, in this

morning's newspaper a prominent story appeared that representa-

tives of a major Jewish organization (The Wiesenthal Center) had

met with the Mexican Ambassador and demanded a public apology
by the President of Mexico and a public reprimand against the
guilty Deputy. As you might expect, the tone of the story is
anti-Mexican and is giving rise to very negative feelings not
only among the general public but among the Jewish cammunity
as well. Sergio has been trying to get in touch with Rabbi
Hier who is the executive director of the Center and hopes to
persuade him to cool it.

2. On another matter, Sergio wanted to know whether you have
done anything relating to his concern that a number of

from the Miami Chapter had sort of invited themselves FEDECO.

Sergio would appreciate hearing from you on this matter)

DG/es

uwinpueJoulsuu
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: December &st 1983
: Ellen Cohen
¢ Sergio Nudélstejer
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: AJC Delegation to Mexico - Houston Chapter

As per yesterday's phone conversation, am sending in
to you tentative program for the next Lay Leadership De~-
legation's visit to Mexico. Within the next few days, I
will have some definite answers from the personalities I
have invited to participate with us. Before the visit, you
will be hearing from me on the definite program.

Am expecting to hear about the cost of hotel accomoda-
tions, luncheons, dinners, tours and transportation. As
soon as my travel agent will let me know about these prices,
I will inform you as well.

Would also appreciate your sending in to me a full list
of names and a short curriculum of the people who will come
with this Delegation. At the same time, may I suggest that the
Delegation bring gifts to be given to the Chairman of the Cen-
tral Jewish Committee in Mexico, Mr. Bernardo Weitzner; to
the Chairman of the Beth Israel Community Center, Mr, Richard
Pick; and to the Chairman of the Jewish Sport Center, Mr. Elias
London. These gifts could be either a plaque, a diploma or
a special book, or anything you deem proper, but should bear
the inscription of AJC Leadership Delegation, Houston Chapter.

Should you have any other suggestions for the program,
please don't hesitate to let me know. Am including different
informative material on the Mexican Jewish Community, on the
history of Mexico and concerning the financial situation and
development of the country.

As always, with best cordial regards.

copy: Marc H. Tanenbaum



AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP DELEGATION VISIT

HOUSTON CHAPTER

(January 19th through the 22nd,1984)

TENTATIVE PROGRAM

Thursday, January i9th

1:24 P.M. ' Arrival of the Deleqatxon in flight
, : No. 127 of Continental Airways.

The Delegation will be welcomed at = -
the airport by Mr. Sergio Nudelste-
jer, Director of the AJC Office in
Mexico and by Authorities of the -

o - Ministry of Tourism.

Transpﬂrtation provided to the Maria
Isabel=~Sheraton Hotel.

' 6:00 p.m. Dinner at the hotel and briefing by

S Mr. Nudelstejer on the program, the
activities to be carried out and the
personalities that the Delegation wil
meet.,

8:00 p.m, Meeting with the Comit& Central Israe
lita de M8xico (Mexican Central Jewis{
Committee .-~ the representative body
of Mexican Jewry.

Priday, January 20th

Breakfast on your own.

Meeting with Mr, John Gavin, U.S.
Ambassador to Mexico

11:30 a.m. - Visit to the 8shkenazi Kehilah buil-
: ding and the Museum of the Holocaust



& Mo

1:30p.m. Iuncheon at the Hacienda de los Morales
Restaurant. Guest Speaker: High ranking
-official of the Mexican Government. -

; . | .
6:30p.n. Home hospitality and Shabbath Dinner.

. 8:30p.m. Shabbath Services at the Beth Israel
.Community Centar (Conservative). Rabbi
Samuel S. Lerer.’

Saturday,f;anuary;let-

e R

Breakfast on your own

10:00 a.m. . Guided tour €0’ the Museum of Anthropology.'
12:00 noon Tour to the Natinnal University Campus. a

1:30 p.m. Lunch at the San Angel Inn Restaurant.
: Guest Speaker: Mr, Moshe Arad, Israeli
Ambassador to Mexico. . .. .

6330 p.m. - Cocktails and social evening together with
1ay leaders of Mexican Jewish Community at
the home of Tosia and Sergio Nudelstejer. -

B:3ﬂ pP.M. Farewell Dinner

Sunday, January 22nd

8:00 a.m. . Breakfast apd working session at the Maria
Isabel Sheraton Hotel. .
10:00 a.m. Visit to the Jewish Sport Center and meeting
" - members of the Board of Governors of this
v _ _ Institution.
- 12:00 noon . _ Lunch at the Jewish Sport Center
' i:OB'p.m. The Dalegation will star on its way to the

International Airport in Mexico.#
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¢ Fgpday, January 20th

6:30 p.m,

% Sunday, 'January 22nd

1:00 p.m.

Some of the hosts for Home BHospitality
take their dinner before the Shabbath
‘Sexvices; others, after. The hosts
will inform their guests ahead of
time,

rq-.

On Sunday morning, after breakfast

~ and working session, vou must check=out
. from the hotel with your luggage, which
'"wili be kept for you on the bus till

your get to the airport in the after-
noon, becavse we will not. be returning

. to the Maria Isabel, Sheraton Eotel.
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December 28, 1983

Ambassador Marcelo Vargas
Consul General of Mexico

870 Market Street, Suite 528
San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Marcelo:

It is with distress, particularly after your most
gracious participation in our Chapter Board meeting
on November 28, that I call your attention to the
enclosed news release from our national headquarters.
This episode in which Deputy Miguel Angel Olea
Enriquez slandered the Jewish community of Mexico

is disgraceful.

As you will note, our national leadership, including
Dr. Marc Tanenbaum, the director of our International
Affairs Department, has communicated with Ambassador
Reyes and acknowledged that Deputy Enriquez's charac-
terization has been categorically rejected by offi-
cials of the government.

I would be less than candid if I did not inform you

of the serious level of concern and outrage among our
Board of Directors, whom you have met. I would appre-
ciate any information which you can share with me that
reflects your government's view of this disgraceful
incident and, naturally, your own assessment.

Si ely,

rnest H. Weiner
Bay Area Director

GEORGE FOQS, Chairman @ JOSEPH B. DURRA, RICHARD L. JAECER, DAVID M. LIVINGSTON, RICHARD ). SIDEMAN, STEVEN L. SWIG, Vice Chairmen
® RUTH KAY DEBS, Secretary ® ANDREW M. COLVIN, Treasurer ® ERNEST H. WEINER, Bay Area Director ® BETH D. BUBIS, Assistant Area Director

Board of Directors: Paul S. Abramovitz, Basil Anderman, Martin R. Aufhauser, Myra Berkowitz, Ron B. Berman, Sue V. Bransten, Carole R. Breen, Kenneth | Colvin,
William D. Epstein, Frederick J. Falender, Robert B. Friend, Ernest Glaser, Richard B. Clickman, David B. Cold, Lawrence Goldberg, Richard N Goldman,
Robert A. Huret, Barbara Isackson, Arthur H. Kern, Judge Henry B. Lasky, Bettie S. Laven, Barbara Lefferts, Robert D. Links, Ruth B. Livingston, Dr Maurice Mann,
Judith Moss, Carl Pearlstein, Irving Rabin, Lila S. Rich, Barbara S. Rogers, Sheldon Rothblatt, Madéleine Haas Russell, John F. Sampson, Bernice $ Scharlach,
Robert E. Sinton, Harold S. Stein, |r., Elliot Steinberg, fohn H. Steinhart, Melvin M. Swig, Donald S. Tayer, Jean W. Waldman, Rabbi Martin § Weiner

Advisory Board: Edgar Sinton, Chairman; Edward Bransten, Frances D. Green, Jerome W. Grenley, Louis H. Heilbron, Samuel | Jacobs, Geoltrey G Kalmanson,
S. Marshall Kempner, Samuel A. Ladar, Carolyn A. Lisberger, Jefferson E. Peyser, Sylvia L. Reback, Sylvia L, Stone, Paul W. Vapnek, Arthur 3 Zimmerman
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date : December 8th, 1983
to Marc H. Tanenbaum

from : Sergio Nudelstejer o

o /
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Invited by the Information Service Department of the
U.S. Embassy in Mexico, I accepted to participate as a
speaker on two evenings of study of the Jewish Community
in Mexico. '

This was an interfaith activity between the fellow-members
of the Union Church in Mexico together with the Beth Israel
Community Center (Conservative) and the American Jewish Committee.

Quite a number of members of the Union Church, members
of the U.S. Embassy and people of other faiths have shown
special interest in knowing and learning about the different
aspects of the Jewish Community in Mexico.

For this purpose, two activities were organized at the Beth
Israel Community Center. The first one consisted of a lecture
that I gave on the subject: "The Jewish Community in Mexico: Its
Origins and Present Structure within the Mexican Society". This
lecture of mine took place last Thursday, December the 8th. The
second one will be held on December 13th. It will be a tour to
four Synagogues starting out with the Beth Israel Community
Center, where I will join Rabbi Samuel S. Lerer in leading this
tour and explaining the origins and structure of each of the
communities we will be visiting.

From Beth Israel Community Center, the group will go
to the Beth-El Synagogue (conservative), of the younger Jewish
generation. Then to the Maguen David Synagogue (orthodox) which

"belongs to the Jewish community of Damascus and we will end up

visiting the Nidjei Israel Synagogue (orthodox) which belongs
to the Ashkenazi Kehilah.

I believe that this activity will serve the purpose of
knowing better the Mexican Jewish Community and at the same
time to establish better relations with members of other reli-
gions and faiths, and in this particular case with members of

" the Union Church.

Please find neclosed the letter-invitation I got from Mr.
Thomas Johnson.

Best cordial regards,

James Rudin



—.~United States @ s S

\

information '
Service ‘ '

Embassy of the United States of America
Mexico, D.F.

November 30, 1983

2 Mr. Sergio Nudelsteger
Resident Representative
American Jewish Committee
Ejercito Nacional 533 - Apt. 302 d - "
Col. Polanco :
México, D.F.

Dear Mr. Nudelsteger,

TTTETTS T AsTa follow-Up to our conversationof Tttt
morning, I would very much appreciate it if you would
participate as a speaker in two evenings of study of the
Jewish community in Mexico. Please cover the following
topics during your lecture of approximately 30 or 40
minutes: the origins of the Jews in Mexico, their
professional role in society, and the commurality and
differences in the way they worship. This first
program will start at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 8th at Beth
Israel. The following Tuesday, Dec. 13 we will tour
four synagogues, and I would like you to join Rabbi Lerer
in leading the tour. The tour will start at 7:30 p.m.,
leaving from Beth Israel.

I admit a certain selfish motive in organizing
the programs. I am personally interested in Judaism and
live in a Jewish neigborhood, Polanco. I have found
among my colleagues in the Embassy and fellow members of
the Union Church a similar interest. I hope that the
two evenlngs will give us a glimpse of the make-up and
role in society of an important if small minority in Mexico.

Sincerely,

§8 '[ -
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Thomas F: Johnson






