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The .Jewish Con:nnunity 

Background Notes for Meeting with 
President Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado 

Tuesday, May 15, 1984 

The population of Mexico -- 72 million -- is now second in size in Latin 
America. The Jewish population 7 - 45 thousand -- constitutes the third largest 
Lat in-American Jewish community ·(after Argentina and Brazil). .96% of the Je.J:tS. 
live in M~ City. The community is made up of ~kenazim from Eastern 
Europe; aoro Sephardim from the Middle East,~ Africa and the Balkans. In 
the last few yeaf'S . a number of IsraeliSh"ave immigrated. The man=r"'coordinating 
organization is the Comite Central Israelita de Mexico. 

Anti-Semitism in Me~ico 

Several years ago there seemed to be an increase in the anti-Semitic activi.ties 
of the right wing. This has receded and, while there are a~ti-Semitic materials 
being published and distributed by this group, the Jewish community does not 
consider it a significant threat. Left-wing anti-Semitism under the guise of 
anti-"Zionismn and/or anti-Israel publications continues and remains a source of 
concern to the community. · The PLO mai~tains .an office in Mexico City, but a 

.recent petition for diplomatic recognition and to increase their staff was 
de.nied by the government. 

Mexico's Relations wtth. lsrael 

Generally, bilateral relations h~ve been good. The vitriolic anti-Israel 
articles in the media and speeches in the UN during the Lebanese crisis have 
ended or are much muted. Recently Mexico and Israel signed a new agreement for 
scientific, technological and cultural cooperation. Perhaps the most sig 
nificant aspect of this agreement is the fact that it was signed in Jerusalem. 
Given the attitude of the previou~ Minister of Foreign Affairs who had refused 
to allow any ~greement to be signed in Jerusalem, the action by the present 
~inister of Foreign Affairs, and the supportive involvement in the decision by . 
the new Mexican Ambassador to Israel, is considered by the Jewish community as a 
very positive omen. 

Most importantly, Mexico, despite persistent pressure from Arab countries and 
from left-wing elements in Mexico, continues to .sell oil. to Israel. At pres~nt, 
40% of Israel's oil requirements are imported from Mexico. It should be· pointed 

""a'at lliahhe s.ale of oil to Israel is of great m·utual benefit since .Israel pays 
for this oil in cash, which is of significant assistance to Mexico _currently 
undergoing a major economic crisis. 



AJC and Mexico 

• The · American Jewish Committee has long had an interest in developing a close 
relationship between the U.S. and Mexico. 

• The AJC established an office for Mexico and Cen.tral America in Mexico City 
in 1966. Directed by Sergio Nudelstejer, it is the only American Jewish 
organization based in the region and maintains a close relationship with both 
the Mexican Government and Jewish co~munity. 

• During his tenure (1976-1982) the former President of Mexico, Jqse Lopez 
Portillo, visited .the United States four times. Each time he met with an AJC 
delegation. His predecessor, President Lu.is Echeverria, met with .an A.JC 
delegation in 1976. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ramer of Los Angeles represented AJC at the official 
inauguration of President Mi_guel d.e la Maddd in December 1982. 

• The AJC also .met with then-Presidential candidate de i.a Madrid during the 
visit to Mexico of ~he AJC Board of Governors in February 1982. 

• We have supported liberal immigration legislation which would benefit, among 
others, persons of Mexi can origin now living in the United States . 

• We have established an American-Hispanic Dialogue which was inaugurated in 
San Antonio, Texas in February 1984. 

* The AJC has become · the "address" for Mexican Government offiCials who wish to 
establish a relationship with the Jewish community in the United. States and its 
various organizations. 

* * * * 



Talking Po,ints for . Meeting__ wi t.t'l Mexican President 

1. Mexico is a part iCular ly import ant · c;_oi.m~·ry to us as Americans because (a) it 
is a neighbor, (b) it is a substantial presence in Latin America, end (c) it is 
an important country iri the Third World. 'As Jews we are also interested because 
Mexico has a significant Jewish· community to wh.ich we have close ties. 

2. We would be interested in h~aring the P~esident'~ evaluation of t~e current 
political and economic situation in Mexico and the prospects for the future. 

3. How does he evaluate the relationship between the United States and Mexico 
et thi~ time? Is· there a part~cular role that an organization like tt:ie American 
Jewish Committee can play in strengthening that relationship? 

4. How does he evaluate the relationship _betwe~n Mexic.o and Israel? 

5. We are conc~rned about the politicization of international organizations and 
their specialized agencies which divert attention from their stated and widely
shared goals. We would welcome the President's comments on this subject. 

6. One of the issues of great concern to Jews and to others who are interested 
in human rights is the situation of Jews in the USSR. We would like to ask the 
Mexican President to consider possible intervention through appropriate . 
bilateral and multilateral channels to address this issue. 

84-560-19 

Y056-IRD/ls 
5/11/84 

David Geller and Sergio Nudelstejer 
AJC International Relations Department 
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; . cge THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMlmE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y .10022, (212) 751-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is i he pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad .. and advances the cause tlf Improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WASHING TON, May 17 •• . . President Miguel de la Madrid of Mexico has told a 

del egation of American Jewish Committee leaders that "Mexico has a permanent 

attitude of friendship and respect for the Jewish people" and considers itself 

"a friend and defender of Israel." 

Mr . de la Madrid, who is visiting the United States on a state visit, met 

with the AJC delegation shortly after his recent discussio ns with President 

Reagan . I t was his only meet ing with a Jewish group during hi s visit to the 

United States . 

In r esponse to a s t atement of wel come from Theodore Ellenoff of New York , 

chai r man of .AJC's Board of Gover nors, President de la Madr i d ~aid, ~Mex i co is 

consistent i n its historical philosophy toward the Mexican Jewish community . We 

in Mexico appreciate all the diverse groups that compose our society . " 

Reaffirming his statement of last October in which he repudiated anti-

Semitism in Mexico, Mr .. de. la Madrid said : "We ar e friends of the Jewish 

community in Mexico, and we deeply appreciate the culture from which they stem. 

Jews in Mexico are fully Mexican and are equal in every way in Mexican society. " 

In discussing the Middl e East, the Mexican president decl ared: "~~nee .the 

inception of Israel as a state , we have been a defender of Israel •.• Wh ile 

Mexico does not always agree with Israel •·s polic.ies, we speak openly of our 

differences . " He added : "We think frankly that . it is essential to take ';IP the 

question of the Pal estinian people. Unless that problem of t he Palestinians is 

resolved, conflict will be perpetuated with all the dire consequences that we 

know . " 

- more -
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The AJC delegation, while acknowledging the importance of resolving the 

status of the Palestinians, said the critical issue on which peace fo the Middle 

East depends is the refusal of Arab nations and the 'PLO to acknowledge the right 

of Israel to exist as a sovereign state. 

President de la Madrid responded by noting that "The Mexican Go~ernment and 

people support' the right of Israel to live as a sovereign state. Our approach 

to this problem is the same as with all international problems. We are con~ 

sistently on the side of peaceful solutions. 

"We believe in diplomatic solutions rather than in military solutions in 

the Middle East as we do in Central America and elsewhere. We defend the 

sovereignty of all nation-states as inviolable .. " 

The AJC delegation questioned the Mexican president as t .o his gov er nmenl 's 

views on the Soviet and Arab-led campaign in the United Nations, . UNESCO, and 

other international agencies to "delegitimize" Israel and the Jewish people by 

their "incessant defamation of Zionism and world Jewry." 

President de la Madrid discussed the issues that he had earlier examined 

with President Reagan, including: · Mex ican-U.S. relations; differing foreign 

policy approaches lo Central America; Mexico's economic er isi"s; the need for 

increased commerce, trade and tourism between the U.S. and Mexico; and the 

issues raised by Mexican immigrants to the United States. "There are real 

proble~s between the United States and Mexico, but in general relations between 

our two countries are at a good level," he said. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's International Affairs Depart-

ment~ asked the President if Mexico "would intervene vigorously on behalf· of 

Andrei Sakharov and his wife, . Yelena Bonner, who face imminent death unless 

Soviet authorities allow her to obtain immediate proper medical treatment." He 

added that "we are concerned about the fate of Anatoly Shcharansky, Ida Nude!, 

and other harassed and persecuted Jewish refuseniks who are being denied t heir 

human rights in violation of the Helsinki Accords ·and UN Covenants . " 

President de la Madrid said that these human-rights concerns were "very 

much an his mind," add i ng that he would "do everything possible to be of 

assistance to Sakharov, Shcharansky, Nudel and others. 

- more 
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The Mexican and AJC delegations agreed to remain in contact with each other 

during th~· coming months . Besides the Mexican presi~ent, the Mexican delegation 

included J orge Espinoza de las Reyes, Mexican Ambassador to ~he Unit~d States; 

Jesus Silva Herzog, Ministe~ of Finance; and H~ctor Hernaridez, Minister of 

Commerce and i ndustrial ~evelopment. 

The AJC delegation also consisted of Howard Greenberger, professor of law, 

New York University, and chairman of AJC's Task force on Latin A~erica; Alfred 

Moses of Washington, chairman of AJC's National Executive Council; Leon Silver

man of New York; Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, retiring cha_irman of AJC 's 

International Affairs Commission; Hyman Bookbinder, AJC's Washington Represen

tative, David Harris, deputy director of AJC's International Affairs Department; 

and Sergio Nudelstejer, direct or of AJC 's Mexican and Central j\me.~ican office. 

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer 

human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of people here and abroad, and seeks improved human relations 

for all peoples everywhere. 

84-960-220 

A,E,JP,REL,Z 

RTV,JL-L,DC,.F ,R,JN · 

T0-16 PEI/ ls(5/17/ 84) 
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Qj~ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Insti tute of Human Relations. 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022. (212) 751-4000 
Tht A•m:1ir-an Jc.•w 1sh Comm11tee. foundea tn 1906. is lht?: p1oneef humi:tn~1elalions 

tt~cnry m lhu Unued States. H protects the civil and religious rights ot Jews here 
dnd abroad. and advances !he cause of improved human relal;ons tor all people. 

MORTON YARMON. 01fecl0r of Public ReldltOns 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Dec. 19 ... The American Jewish Committee today cabled the Mexican 

Government a statement of its "outrage and concern" over "slanderous and 

defamatory statements against the Mexican Jewish community recently made 

before the Mexican House of Representatives by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea 

Enriquez." 

During a December 1st discussion of reforms of the organic law of the Bank 

of Mexico, Deputy Enriquez, in calling for more severe sanctions against those who 

violate the exchange control, charged that ''Mexican Jews are experts in these 

matters. Therefore, they can avoid .•. all payments O'f taxes; they inflate their 

assets; they get financial credit even after blowing1 up their assets and they 

speculate with their money." Mr. Enriquez is a representative of the official 

government party, Partido Revolucionario Jnstituciona! (PRI), and is a member of 

the finance committee of the Mexican House of Representatives. 

In a telegram sent to the Mexican Ambassador to the United States, Jorge 

Espinosa De Nos Reyes, Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, chairman of the AJC 

International Relations Commi.ssion, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, dire ctor of the 

AJC International Relations Department, declared that Deputy Enriquez's "baseless 

charges are nothing less than a scurrilous and libelous attack on the moral integrity 

and loyalty of Mexican Jewry and constitute a manifestation of group libel." 

At the same time, Mr. Zacks and Rabbi Tanenbaum acknowledged in their 

telegram that "we are gratified that Minister of Interior Manuel Bartlett and 

Representative Enrique Soto l.zquierdo, Secretary of the Great Commission of the 

House of Representatives, in tlhe name of the Mexican Government and the Partido 

-more-
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Revolucionario lnstitucional (PR!), have categorically rejected these racist 

statements rightly characterized by them as 'characteristic of totalitarian and 

reactionary regimes' and violative of the principles of the Mexican constitution." 

These forthright rejectior.s of Deputy Enriquez's personal views were issued 

on December 7 and 8 following a series of meetings between Mexican Government 

officials, House of Represen_tatives spokesmen headed by Humberto Lugo Gil, 

President of the Great Commission of ttie House of Representatives and four 

representatives of the Comite' Central lsraelita de Mexico (the Mexican Jewish 

Central Committee). Sergio Nl.Jdelstej~r, director of the Mexico and Central 

Americ!'ln office of the American Jewish Committee, was one of the four official 

Jewish spokesmen. 

In behalf of the AJC, Mr. Zacks and Rabbi Tanerbaum in their telegram to 

the Mexican Ambassador requested that ''you communicate our message of outrage 

and concern to President Miguel de la Madrid .. " They also requested an appointment 

shortly with the Mexican Ambassador "in order to discuss what steps might be 

taken to counter the negative effects of this episode and to assure that it will not 

happen again." 

The official statement of the Mexican House of Representat ives rejecting the 

views of Deputy Enriquez and issued by Great Commission's secretary, Deputy 

Izquierdo, declared, inter alia: 

"In the name of the PR! majority of this Legislature, I must point out 

that such unfortunate expressions in no way reflect the thoughts of the 

Deputies of my party, and are the exclusive responsibility of whoever says 

them. 

"Racism of any kind has always been rejected by the Mexican people, 

because it clashes· absolutely with its principles, traditions, and ideals. This 

is characteristic of totalitarian and reactionary regimes. 

"Equality before the law is an individual guarantee found in our 

Constitution; even the education being taught at the Mexican State and in the 

authorized institutions must, among other things, be according to the 

Constitution 'sustainer of the fraternity and equality ideals, which are the 

rights of all men, avoiding privileges among races, or sects, or groups or 

sexes or individuals.' 

-more-
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"l.kllawful behavior of any kind that a person might incur is not 

characteristic of any group of Mexicans, nor can it be attributed in any sense 

to any ethnic group; neither to any particular group of immigrants. 

"Before, during and after the Second World War, the people and the 

Revolutionary Government of Mexico gave refuge and hospitality to refugees 

of different origins, among them quite a number of Jews, whose children and 

grandchildren, without denying any special features of their original culture, 

are now Mexicans with full rights. 

"The Mexicans of Jewish origins are Mexicans by the. same token and 

with the same rights as the rest of our fellow citizens. 

"All deserve our respect, and none of our laws or of our acts within the 

Government have, or try to have, nor should have, elements of prejudice of 

any kind against them, nor against other Mexicans, not even against 

foreigners of another origin. 

"Mexico is an open country, open to all effort and help from aJI its 

children, even from all human beings, without any distinction of nationalities 

and always within the wide framework of our Constitution and our Laws." 

Mr. Nudelstejer reported to the AJC national office In New York that a 

number of articles and editorials have appeared widely in the Mexican press, 

notably Novedades and Ultimas Noticias, all of which condemned the anti-Semitic 

statements of Deputy Enriquez and underscored the danger of these public 

statements against Mexican citizens of. all races and religi?ns. 

In the leading Mexican daily, Excelsior, a columnist, Leon Garcia Soler, 

writing on December 4, stated that Deputy Enriquez "shamed fellow-members of 

the political party PR! and placed the Mexican Government in the unfair position 

of appearing as an anti-Semitic regime." He termed Deputy Enriquez's statements 

"a criminal irresponsibility" and called upon Mr. Humberto Lugo Gil, President of 

the PRI, to "repudiate the statements of Olea Enriquez" and to censure him. 

On January 19, a delegation of AJC leaders will visit Mexico and will meet 

with government leaders and the Mexican Jewish community leadership. 

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations 

organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects lhe civil and religious 

rights of people here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human 

relations for all people everywhere. 

(/83-960-405 
A,EJP,FOR, HP,Z 
RTV-E, RTV-F, RTV-JL 

* * * * 
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FOR JMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Dec. 27 ... The American Jewish Committee today cabled President 

Miguel de la Madrid of Mexico its expression of "warm greetings" for his statement 

last Wednesday confirming "the full and equal citizenship of Mexican Jewry and their 

constructive role in strengthening Mexico's economy and society." 

The cable, sent by Gordon Zacks of Columbus, Ohio, chairman of the AJC's 

International Relations Commission, and Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's 

International Relations Department, declared that "we view your positive 

appreciation of the role of Mexican Jewry as a reje·ction of the offensive anti-Semitic 

statements made recently by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enriquez as not being 

representative of the convictions of the Mexican government and people." 

On December 1, during a debate in the Mexican House of Representatives, 

Deputy Enriquez singled out Mexican Jews as "experts in speculation" and tax-

evaders, suggesting that they are among "Mexican traitors, shameless people, and 

profiteers." 

On Wednesday, December 21, President de la Madrid held a meeting with seven 

Jewish leaders, among them Sergio Nudelstejer, director of the AJC's Mexican and 

Central American office. According to a telephoned message from Mr. Nudelstejer 

to AJC's national offices in New York, the Mexican president "spoke warmly and with 

feeling of his admiration and appreciation of the constructive role of the Mexican 

Jewish community in helping Mexico cope with serious economic and social 

difficulties. He said that Mexican Jews are an important and valued part of Mexic.an 

society, and he thanked them for their productive contribution to its welfare. He 

then asked the Jewish delegation to convey his best regards to each member of the 

Jewish community of Mexico. President de la Madrid said that Mexican Jews are full 

and equal citizens of our country." 

- more -
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Members of .the Jewish delegation represented Friends of Hebrew University, 

·who invited him to address their international banquet in Mexico City in October 

1984. President de .la Madrid accepted the invitation, which was taken as a conscious 

sign of friendship for Mexican Jewry. 

During the conversation, the Mexican President spoke warmly of Israel's great 

contribution in agriculture, water reclamation, and land reform, and expressed his 

hope of closer collaboration between Mexico and Israel in these and related areas. 

Prior t o that meeting, Mr. Nudelstejer reported, the Mexican government's 

chief of press informed the Jewish delegation that President de la Madrid was 

determined to stop the anti-Jewish recrimination of Deputy Enriquez, a_nd he chose 

t he occasion of this meeting to make clear "that he did not want this libelous attack 

to go any further." 

In their cable to the Mexican president, Mr. Zacks and Dr. Tanenbaum also 

welcomed his "acknowledgment of the positive ties be~ween Mexico and Israel in the 

area of econom ic development and technical assistance which can only benefit both 

countries." 

On January 19, a delegation of AJC leaders will visit Mexico and w"ill meet with 

government leaders and the Mexic1m Jewish leadership. 

Founded. in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer 

human relations organization. It combats bigot_ry, protects the civil and religious 

tights of Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people 

everywhere. 

EJP, HP, Z 
83-960-414 
/cpa 
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Clje THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56St., New York, N.Y.10022, (212) 751-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad. and advances the cause of improved human relations tor all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Drrector of Public Relations 

FOR IHHEDIA TE REl£ASE 

NEW YORK, Sept. 20 -- The American Jewish Commlt·tee today expressed its sadness 

and solidarity with the Mexican_ people following yesterday's earthq.uake. 

Messages went out today to President Miguel de la Madrid and to Bernardo 

Weitzner, President of the Comite Central lsraelita de Mexico, signed by Howard 

I. Friedman, AJC President; Leo Nevas
1
chalrman of its International Relations 

Commissiont and Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, director of the International Relation~ 

Department . 

Their message to President de la Madrid read: 

"AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE IS OEEPLY SADDENED BY TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF 

MEXICAN CITIZENS RESULTING FROM EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU AND MEXICAN 

PEOPLE OUR SOLIDARITY AT THIS DIFFICULT HOUR. IF THERE IS ANY WAY WE CAN BE OF 

ASSISTANCE TO YOU, PLEASE CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS FOR THE SPEEDY 

RECOVERY OF GREAT MEXICAN PEOPLE FROM THIS TRAGIC EVENT." 

Their message to Mr. Weitzner read : 

"AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE DEEPLY SADDENED BY TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF 

MEXICAN CITIZENS RESULTING FROM EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU, t£XICAN PEOPLE 

AND IN PARTICULAR TO MEXICAN JEWISH COMMLl>IITY OUR FRATERNAL SOLiDARITY AT THIS 

DIFFICULT HOUR. · IF THERE IS ANY WAY WE CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE TO OUR l;IEXiCAN 

BROTHERS ANO SISTERS, PL£ASE CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS-FOR THE SPEEDY 

RECOVERY OF MEXICAN PEOPLE ANO :JEWISH COMMUNITY FROM THIS TRAGIC EVENT. W.Y THE 

NEW YEAR BRING MEXICAN JEWRY PEACE AND TRANQUILITY." 

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer hlJ!lan relations 

organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

human relations for all people everywhere. 

85-960-177 EJP, HP 
8033-(PEI-1) /sm 9/20/85 

* * * 
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·Mexico '.s ·Pres"ident ·Rejects --· 
' Anti-Semitic Statements 

The American_ Jewish Committee today 
cabled President Miguel de Madrid of J'lex. 
lco Its expression of ''warm greettn'gs" for his 
statement last Wednesday .conftnnlng "the 
fuU and equal dtblenshlp of Mexican _Jewry 
and their conslnu:Uve role -tn strengthening 
Mexico's econOJRy and society." 

· The cable, ·sent by Gordon Zacks of Col
umbus, Ohio, chailman of the AJC's Inter· 
national Relations Commission, and Dr. 

· 'Marek H. Tanenbaum, ci!tecti>r of AJC's In· 
temational Rebitions Department, declared 
tha1 "we ~ your posttive appreciation of 
the role of Mexican Jewry as a rejection of_ 
the offensive anti-Semite .sfatements made 
recently.by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enr!
-quez as not being representative of the con
vldlons of the Mexican government and 
-people." . 

On December I , during a debate In .the 
Mexic.an House of Represenbtttves, Deputy 
Enriquez $ngled out Mexican Jews as ".ex- . 
perts in speculation~ end taXevaders, .sug
gesting that they .are ~mong "Mexican 

. tialtors, shameless people, a .nd profiteers." 
On 'Wednesday, DecembW 21, President 

member of the Jewtsh communlty.-of Mex
ico. President de la Madrid said that-Mexican 
Jews 1111! full and _equal citizens of our coun-, 
try." ' 

. Members of the Jewish .delesation 
-represented Friends of Hebrew University. 
who invited hlni 1o address their tntema
ttonaJ banquet In Mexico City in October 
1984. President c1e· 1a Madrid accepted the 
-Invitation, which "WaS -taken as a conscious 
-sign of friendship for Mexican Jewry. 

· During the conversation, the Mexican 
President spoke warmly of lsrMJ's great con
tribution -In egrictilture, wat~ reclamation, 
and land reform. end expressed his hope of 
closer collaboratlon .between Mexico and 
Israel m .these and related areas. 

PriOT to that me'"eling, Mr. Nudeiste;er 
~ed. the Mexkan government's chief of 
press informed the Jewish delegation that 
President de la -Madrid was determined .to 
stop the ,anti.Jewish recrimination of Deputy 
Enriquez, and he chose d\e occasion of this · 

. meeting to make dear "that he did-not want · 
this libelous llttack to go 811Y further ... 

In their acle to ~ Mexican president. 
Mr. lacks and Dr. Tanenbaum also wek;om-. 
ed bis "acknowledgem.ent of the positive ties 
·between "Mexk:o and , Israel in the area of 
economic -development -and techrucal 
-assistance which can only benefit both coun
tries." 

On January 19, -ii <lelegation ol AJC 

d~ .la Madried held a ~ettng w)th seven 
-Jewish leaders, among them S.erglo 
Nudelstejer, director of the AJC's Mexican 
and Cen!ral American office . According to a 
telephoned message from Mr. Nudelstejer to 
ACJ's national offices ln New Yori<, the 
Mexkan prestdent "spoke warmly and with 
iee1lng of~ admtratk>n and appreciation of, 
the constructive role of the Mexican Je~h 
community .In helping Mexico cope with 
serious ecoMl"!'lit' and SO<'.i:iJ dlfflcu:lies. He 
said that Mexican Jews are an_ imponant and 

-- leciders will· Wist Memo end wUI meel With : 

· valued part of Mexican. 50C'iety, and he ' , 
thanked them for their ·productive contribu
tion to Its welfare. He then asked the Jewish 
delegation_ to convey is best regards to each 

····.·· .· . . -· . 

government leaders and the Mexican Jewish 
. leadership. 

F..-,u::d~d in 1906. "tL•e Ameri1:na ,lewish 
Committee is this counby's pioneer human 
relations mganizatlon. II combats bigotry 
protects the civ'.l and -religious rights of JelNs 
at home and abr0ad, and seeks Improved 
human relations for an people everywhere. 
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A travers les cc 

---PROCHfMENT ENTRE 
.,--MMUNAUTES JUIVE 

MEXICAINE 
Deux minorites qui 
s'ignoraient jusqu'ici 

New York, 4 avril (Ben 
Gallob).Les communautes jui
ve et mexicaine des Etat:s-Unis 
menent le meme combat pour 
l'egalite , mais doivent combler 
!'immense fosd «d'ignorance 
mutuelle» qui les separe et qui 
constitue «!'obstacle majeur» 
a leur cooperation. 

Telle est la conclusion de 
ta premiere conference des lea· 
ders des deux communautes, 
qui s'est recemment tenue aux 
Etats-Unis. 

Cette conffrence, qui reu
nissait des responsables reli· 
gieux et laics, et.ait organisee 
par l'archeveque Patrick Flo~ 
de San Antonio, et le rabbm 
Marc Tanenbaum,_!iirecteur des 
re!.!M!lL.Jnternatifill.~~~~-~ 
J'American Jewish Committee . 
(A:-J:C~l""""':L:es-~·,communaure:s 
juiveet~mexicaine ont en assu
re le financement. 

Pour les participants, cette 
rencontre aura pennis de dega
ger et de mieux com~ren~re 
les problemes et les mterets 
communs tout autant que les 
differences. 

Pour le rabbin James Ru
din, directeur des affaires inter
religieuses de I' A.J.C., le rap· 
port demographique des deux 
communautes a !'ensemble de 
la population americaine doit 
etre tenu pour responsable de 
!'ignorance dans laquelle elles 
se sont mutu.ellement tenues 
jusqu'ici.«Nous avons ete vic
times des scMmas culturels 
domin.ants,a-t-il ajoute, et de
vons dorenavant marcher en· 
semble». 

Les participants sont tom
bes d'accord sur le fosse cultu
re! et social entre les deux com· 
munautes. Ainsi, pres de la 
moitie des jeunes Mexicains des 
Etats-Unis ne depassent pas le 
lycee, alors que 90% environ 
des juifs ont une formation 
universitaire. Or, a souligne 
M.Tanenbaum , «la premiere 
generation d'immigrants juifs 
aux Etats-Unis etait dans une 
situation analogue a celle des 
Mexicains aujourd'hui». 

M.Henri Cisneros, maire de 
San Antonio, a fait valoir que 
«l'electorat hispanique» consti
tuait maintenant une force,no
tamment a l'heure de la campa· 
gne presidentielle, et a suggere 
q·ue juifs americains et Mexi
cains americains trouvent a 
cette occasion des fonnules 
d'alliance. Mais en realite, a 
ajoute M.Cisneros, cette allian· 
ce doit etre plus vaste et est 
«imperative sur les plans educa
tif,financier,religieux de l'orga- . 
nisation sociale et du develop
pement economique.J> 

. Pour M.Cisneros. Israel 
pourrait etre «d'une aide pre
cieuse » pour le developpement 
des pays d' Amerique centrale, 
en raison de son experience 
avec les pays du Tiers-Monde 
et de son avance technologique, 
notamment dans !'irrigation. 
Les organisateurs ont decide · 
de creer un comite conjoint 
destine a organiser des confe· 
rences ulterieures et. a conce
voir des projets de coopera
tion. 
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9 CIJe THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (212J 751-4000 
The American Jewish Committee, founded In 1906, is the pioneer t>Uman-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the c ivil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Dec. 27 •.• The American Jewish Committee today cabled President 

Miguel de la Madrid of Mexico its expression .of "warm greetings" for his statement 

last Wednesday confirming "the full and equal citizenship of Mexican Jewry and their 

constructive role in strengthening Mexico's economy and society." 

The cable, sent by Gordon Zacks· of Columbus, Ohio, chamrman of the AJC's 

International Relations Commission, and Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of AJC's 

International Relations Department, declared that "we viiew your positive 

appreciation of the role of Mexican Jewry as a rejection of the offensive anti-Semitic 

statements made recently by Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enriquez as not being 

representativ~ of the convictions of .the Mexican government.and people." 

On December l, during a debate in the Mexican House of Representatives, 

Deputy Enriquez singled out Mexican Jews as "experts in spe-0ulation" and tax-

evaders, suggesting that they are among "Mexican traitors, shameless people, and 

profiteers." 

On Wednesday, De-0ember 21, President de la Madrid held a meeting with seven 

Jewish leaders, among them Sergio Nudelstejer, director of the AJC's Mexican and 

Central American office. According to a telephoned message from Mr. Nudelstejer 

to AJC's national offices in New York, the Mexican president "spoke warmly and with 

feeling of his admirati~n and appreciation of the constructive role of the Mexican 

Jewish community in helping Mexico cope with serious economic and social 

difficulties. He said that Mexican Jews are an important and valued part of Mexican 

society; and he thanked them for their productive contribution to its welfare. He 

then asked the Jewish delegation to convey his best regards to each member of the 

Jewish eommunity of Mexico. President de la Madrid said t hat Mexican Jews are full 
' . 

and equal citizens of our country." 

- more -
Howard I. f1iedman. President; Theodore Ellenaif. Chairman. Board of Governors: Alfred H. Moses. Chairman, Narional Exeeuti~e CountiL: Rober! S. Jacobs, Chairman, Board ot Trustees. 

William S. Trosien. Acting Oirecto1 
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Members of the Jewish delegation represented Friends of Hebrew University, 

who invited him to address their international banquet in Mexico City in October 

1984. President de la Madrid accepted the invitation, which was taken as a conscious 

sign of friendship for Mexican Jewry. 

During the conversation, the Mexican President spoke warmly of Israel's great 

contribution in agriculture, water reclamation, and land reform, and expressed his 

hope of closer collaboration between Mexico and Israel in these and related areas. 

Prior to that meeting, Mr. Nudelstejer reported, the Mexican government's 

chief of press informed the Jewish delegation that President de la Madrid was 

determined to stop the anti-Jewish recrimination of Deputy Enriquez, and he chose 

the occasion of this meeting to make clear "that he did not want this libelous attack 

to go any further." 

In their cable to the Mexican president, Mr. Zacks and Dr. Tanenbaum also 

welcomed his "acknowledgmenf of the positive ti~ between Mexico and Israel in the 

area of economic development and technical assistance which can only benefit both 

countries." 

On January 19, a delegation of AJC leaders will visit Mexico and will meet with 

government leaders and the Mexican Jewish leadership. 

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer 

human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious 

rights of Jews at home and abroad, and seeks improved human relations for all people 

everywhere. 

EJP, HP, Z 
83- 960-414 
/cpa 



TH·E AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

dat• 
to: 

from: 

&UbleOI: Follow-up on 
Mexico. 

' 
the Jewish Community in 

Following up on my memo of December the 6th, I want to tell 
you that the Delegation of the Comit€ Central Israelita de Mexico 
(Mexican JewiSh Central Committee) formed by £our people, one of 
them being myself, had the chance. to meet with the Minister of 

-= CD 

= c 
mt m 
= CL 
c 

= 

the Interi.or , Mr. Man ue.l Bartlett and with Under-Secretary, Mr. 
'Jesus D§.vila Narro. During this interview I which lasted approx1-
mate"""ly one hour, we. stated very clearly that the Mexican-Jewish 
community feels offended, hurt, and worri.ed w.i.th the declarations 

_t...9:iven out at the »ouse. of Representatives by( deputy Miguel Anael) 
~lea Enrique-Pt The Minister of the Interior said that he undearanas 

perfectly we l the reasons for unrest and worry within the Jewish 
Cornmuni.ty and at th.e same time he assured us that it had been an 

(

. unfortunate phrase sai.d by a single individual and that under no 
circunmstances does it have the· sympathy or support nei.ther of the 
Mexican __ ove·rnment the PRI (Partido Revolucionario Institu
cional - Official Govenment Party . en is ga ion men
tioned to him that 5 days h.ad already passed without any· answer from 
the President of th · of the House of Representatives, 
with whom w.e we.re to deal about this same matter as we , e inune
diately placed a private call, returning afterwards to where we were 
and telling us. that we had for the next day (Wednesday the 7th) an 
CiPPOintment with. Mr. Lugo Gil, President of the Great Commission of 
the House of Representatives. 

On Wednesday the 7t~, the same delegation met with the Pre-
sident of the Great Commission of the House of Representatives and 

\ 

di.scussed for an hour this serious issue. The Delegation was told 
.that th. PRI re · ects completely and utter e · a ion of Olea 

. Enriquez and in anser o our petition, accepted to make a pub ic -
s.·ta,te.ment to clarify th.e.i.r position and their rejection of Olea 
:Enri.quez .' s anti-Jewish_ standi.ng. This statement would be given 
out by the Press Office of the House of Representatives to the 
pre$:.$, ·radio and TY medi.a at a national level. 

Yesterday, Thursday the 8th, the information media published 
the above mentioned statement . 

. On the same. Wednesday 7th of December, a meeting was called 
of all the Jewish Institutions in Mexico, to make it know~to them 
.the steps taken by the official Delegation and the results obtained. 
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HOUSE OF REPRE.SENTATIVES 

BUREAU OF GENERAL INFORMATION. AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 

PRESS BOUI,.ETIN' 
December 7th, 1983 

Th~ .. Representative Enrique Soto. Izquierdo, Secretary of the Great 

Commission of the H.ous-e of Representatives, in the nam~ of the 

majority of the ?RI members, _ gave out the follo~~g statement con

cernin~ the concepts. expres~ed at the House of Representatives by 
p . 

Deputy Miguel Angel Olea Enri.guez, durii:ig a di.$cussion of the 

- reforms made to Article 23 bis of the. O~ganic Law of the Bank 

of Mexico. 

"Duri~g the· cour$e of the· debate held du:i;i~g the pl~nary 

session at the House of Representatives ·on the first ·day of December 

~f 1983, ·in relation to the reforms t:o Article 23 · bis of the organic 

Law of the Bank of MeXi:co, Deput·y Miguel ~gel Olea ·Enriquez had 

. · an unfortunate way of express.i~g himself, referring to the Mexican 

Jews. 

"In th.e name 0f the PRI majority. of this L~gislature, I 

"(/ must point .out that s.uch unfortunate expressions in no way reflect 

\ 

the thoughts of the Deputies. o f my party, and are the exclusive 

~esponsibility of whoever says th~m. 

"Racism of any kind _has always ~een rejected by the Mexican 

People, because it clashes absolutely with its principles, traditions 
· I ( and ideals. This i .s characteristic of totalitarian and ·reaccionary 

\ r~gimes. 

"Equality before the Law is an individual guarant;:.y found 

.in our Constitutio~; even the education being ta~ght at the Mexican 

State and in the authorized institutions must, amo~g other things, 
' . 

('

! be, according to the Consti.tution 'sustainer of the fraternity and 

equality ideals, · which are r:L-ghts . of all men, avoi!J ding priviledges _ 

among· ra~, or sects, or . grup@J or ·sexes or individuals ' . 



"Unlawful. behaviour of any kind, i.ntc;:> wh.i.ch one might . 

incur, is not char.acter.i$tic of any_ grup o ::: mexicans ·, hor can 

,.-- it be attributed in no sen~e to an ~tnic or~gin~ neither to ·any 

particular group of foreigners. 

"Before, during and after the Second World War, the 

people and ~he ~volutionary Government .of Mexico_ gave refuge 

~- · and hospitality. to fore:t.gners ot different origins, am.ong them 

qui.te a number of Jews, ·whose children and grandchildren, without 

denyin9. some spec~al features of ·their original culture, are 

now mexicans wi.th. full rights. 

"The .mexicans .of Jewish or~gin are mexicans by the same 

.,-- token and with the same r~ghts as the rest of our · fellow citizens. 

"All deserve our respect,. and none of our laws or of 

our acts. withi.n the Government have, or try to have, nor should 

have, elements of prejudice of any kind ~gainst ·them, nor against · 

· other. mexicans., not even agains forei.gners of another, origin . 
. · - . ' 

. "Mext.co iii an open country, open to al'l effort and' 

help ·from all . i .ts children even from all human beings, with out . . . 
any di.stincti:on of nation~lities ~d alway~ withi~g the wide 

framework of our · Consti.tution and our Laws 

·-
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.:. ~ . EL ME JOA -DIARIO DE MEXIC_O ~ 

•, 

1 ::iembre d; 1982, cuando Mi
guel de la l!'ladrid se coloc6 la 
lianda.esidencial y analizi> el 
b' que encontraba .a la 
!'\~. tlijp en una pane de 
su intervescion: • ... evitemos 
d:scordia y_ desunion ... • 

Discordi~ y desuni6n ... 
Esas palabras alli quedaron. 

l'l:wnando en algunas metltes 
:1 tpactadaS: at'.ln, por lo pre
OC'..rpante dal panorama nacio-
n::il. .. 

DiscordiA y desunibn. .. 
Entonce,.parecieron ~r pc>

co import~tes cuando se ha
cia el diagnllstico y se daben a 
conocer lannedidas para salir 
del trance.: . 

Concordia, pues, y unldad 
• 

Martes 6 de Diciembre de 1983. 

-- ~ 

que 5e buscan, pero en cuyo 
camino a veces se uopieza 
coo obstiiculos unos de mala 
fe, otros de ruena, dken los 
mas derivados y surgidos de la 
ignorancia, de la tropeza. 

Asl ocurri6 la semana pa
sada, cuando en la sesiai de la 
CAmara de Diputados, un le
gislador prifsta, Mlpiel Olea 
Enriq:.tez, se levarrto para re
sucitar el tema de las cSBcadc> 
laresio y no encontro mas ar
gumento que el de condenar a 
los • judfas mexicanosa. 

c.De que se trata, senor di
putado ... ?. i.qire le han hecho 
a usted a,ue los llama •Judios 
.mexical10$lt? c.Es que los cat~ 
'licos mexicanos. los prorestan· 

En Privado 

l C9ncordia ... ? 
Por JOAQUIN 

OPEZ-OORIGA V:--

[°No hay que Lr muy lejos 
ni echar muy· hacia atris 
las hojas de la historia pe
ra recQrdar lo que le ha 
OC\llT'ido a nuestro pats ca· 
da vez que ha priv84o .a. 4l
vi&i6n. 

1fasta meclio tenitorio se 
perdib ... 

Hoy en dfa, en medl.o de . 
las mis graves crisis <lei 
Mexico posrevolucianaJ'io. 

tores fundamentales para 
la recuperaci6n; la unidad 
y la ~Oma de la noci6n de 
idemidad nacional C01DO 
elemeJtos esenciall!:s para · 
la reconst~cci6n. 

Por :eilo, el uno. de di-/ 
\ SIGUe EN LA PA~ c 

tes mexicanos, Ios ateos me
xicanas. las ernpresarios me
xicanos, los funcionarios me
xicanoo, las diputados meri
canas no sacaron dolares ... ? · 

c.A que viene esa trasnocha
da?, c.quiere usted ir a quemar 
sinagogas de Polanco ... ? 

!Ito merece mis espacio el 
ruin seilalamiento, porque el 
legislador de Chihuahua bvs
caba otra casa. c.distraer? y. 
posib!emente. !:e le •OCUrrio
en ese momento de nerviosis
mo~ la tribl.ma cuando ya no 
sab!a que decir. _., 

c.Que pensarfan los campe
sinos mexlcanos de Yucatan 
de su gestibn al frente de Cor
demex ... ? 

Pero por la ! ribuna desde 
donde se dijo, por el nive!, que 
al menos en el papel tiene 
Olea Enriquez como legisla· 
dor. el St.'fullamiento dejo algo 
mas que un mal sabor de boca 
y se tomo como un e!emento 
de discordia. de enfrentamien
to, asl como ta aetirud adop
tada recienternelte por las au
toridades aduaneras en el sen
t ido de clasiricar a to<los tos 
exponadores como delien
euentes. mientras ellos no de
muestren lo contrario. 

Se pide que se exporte, pero 
el principal obstflculo se en
oientra en el rosarto burocr.i
tlco que desanima al mas de
cidido. Es ven!.ad que hay en· 

tre quienes exportan que han 
recurrido a la subfacturacioo, 
al vender a un represent.ante 
en Estados Unidos, a precio 
mas bajo, para que luego 
aquel revenda a precio real. 
que se sabe de quienes cobran 
en dolares y se niegan a tra
erlos, que subfac.ruran sus 
ventas en cuamo a cnlidad y 
otros recursos que ya no son 
validos. 

Por supuesto que no codas 
son imas !llancas palomas; pe. 
ro tampoco son rodos unos de
lincuentes y las autoridade; 
hacendarias han partido del 
segundo puesto. 

Para ello, la subsecretaria 
de rnvestigaci6n Fiscal acaba 

- ·-----------------



----------------------Vienedela Pigjna l 
de 3 nunci3r lo que llam6 ta lizado a ralz de un grovfsimo tltulo pers::mal u ofidal. "Dlm
elabciraclbn de una clista ne- acctdente que ruvo en la ca- poco deber.in disponer de las 
gra• y amenaza con fijar pre- rretera de Puebla, hace un btenes 0 servicios de las ecti

'cios ofH:iales a la exportaciM, a.'i.o y del que se le dlo por dades que admlnistren para 
BSf como la creacion de nue- muerto. Ya muy .. recupemdo, obsequiarlos, vendedos con 
vos lm~os. ademas de Polo esn.-vo- con Don Miguel y desolento o panerlos gratuf. 
• .. .frenar el otorgamiento de manitiene su c:argo de subdi- tameote al servicio de o!ros 
pennisos de importacian para rector r <l Banco de Mbico. servidores · p(lblicos o particu
maquinaria, materias primas Buen c:l'. . )!le. Qulenes tambifti lares. Todo lo anterior, es can 
y equipo necesario para ta ex· , estuvieron ayer en Los Pinos e! tin de prevenir la comisi6n. 
pcrtncioo ... • fueron Bernardo Sepiilveda, de irregularidades que podrian 

.Evitemos ~ijo el p?'eSi- · que fUe a acuerdo y Homero tlpificarse como delitos. ante 
c.ie!lte de la Madrid- evltemos. Flores, presidente del Ccngre- las cuales la Contralorfa Ge
disconiia y desuniM. . .- . so del Trabajo, que tuvo au- neral tendria que acwar de 

Y la verdad es que bay CJU!e:· dtenci<l. Por la mafiana, QW conformidad con los ordena
n~ al menos en su <!ecir, es.: diJo la maJlana, cuando el ool mientos apiicables. Esta cir
tan empenados en sembrarta apuntaba sus primeros rayos cular fue envia~ a las secre- -
en aras de un falso eficientlS· seg(&n nanan aJgunos osac!os'. tarios generales, delegados po-

-mo en. un recon1ar .aqui es- · . el Primer Magislrado estuvo liticos. titu_lares de oJEllD.ismoS 
toy ... • . . . con los dlriger.tes del sindicato desoentraliiados y t1tulares de 

Au..q;ue el ~Is vaya de por de trabajadores de Hacienda y -~ ent~ de la adminisua
medio y la rigida autoridad se el liceru:iado Jesils Silva Her- ci6n ~bhca paraestatal, de
qut~ imponer por encima de zog... EN UN oficio fmnado pendientes 4el sei:tor. del De
la ~:~. I~ concordia. la ~- por el oficial mayor c!el && parta~o del DWnto _Fefe
cilraciOn, como primer paso; bicnw capitalino, Jose Bustani ral. Po.miva resulta esm mfor-
el co.'lvenclmiento... Hid. y por et Contralor Gelle- maci6n a los funcionarios del 

.. --- . -'-- - --.-.111..-.._ -i:r:Ds raJ Adriin Mora ~r se Oepattamento del D.F. para 
rua '1.r.uu1u ~"1hl"Ta'liW el ~ .,.._ ~ ft8 ft •ne ~ 

pei'!o de su empleo. cazgo o CO. sabian. Btert Don Ram0n AgUI-
. El presidente Mig.rel de la . mislbn, y un afto despues. las rre .V-: •• EN RELACION a la 

Madrid rectbio ayei" en Las Pi- servi®n!s pUblicos no podr.in solicitud que Salvador Ba.rra
nos al licenciado l.eq)oldo So- solicitar, aceptar o recibir por gin ta.macho hizo ~ra que 
!Cs, llllO de sus hombres de si, 0 por interp6sito personal, Penez y la ~ de la 
confian:za, quien dejo .su cargo dinero 0 cualquier- oua dooa- Contra!orla revisen las cuen
at rrente de un banco naclcna- cl6n, servtcto, empleo, cargo 0 tM de la ~ de contra-

. - . comisiim para si y, que p~ tos del sindicato petrOlero, 
cedan de cua1quier per90na anoche. Mario ~ Beteta 

.. cuya.s acttvidades profesicma· contest6 por e;scnto recordan

. tes, comerciales o lndustriales do que_ el gob1~mo fede~I no 
se encuentr:an directamente puede mterven1r en la vida de 
Vinculadas, regmadas o super- los ~tos, pero ante la ir!
vlsadas por el servidor pUblico sJStencaa propone que la ofi-

.. -en el desempdio de su em- cina a ~rgo de Francisco Ro
pleo, C8.fl'O o commOl'I. que de- j~ desi:gne a un despaclto par
term!nen conflicto de intere- heular de contadores •para 
ses. Aslmismo las selVid!>res que se realice la auditoria ex
p(Jbliros no debe-ran en n!ngUn ~~tiva' que desea la dirigen
caso disponer de recursos ero- csa def S!prtn.. El te:xto de1 ~i
nflmicOS de la Administraci0n rector de Pemex lleva copia 
Pliblice Federal para adquirir para el titular de .la Contralo
blenes coo objeto de obse- rfa de la Federacl6n... DE 
qularlos a ten:eras per.i'Wl8S a LAS elecctones del domingo le 

. contare: todo indica que- Ac· 
I ciOn Nacional venc:iO en Za

mora y Uruapan alli en Mi
choac8n; que en Taxco, Gue
rrero, ~ PRI saldrfl dem>tado 
y que e5l Tamaulipas, Francis
co cardenas Gonzi.lez, por tos 
colores del PST debe 1-..a ber 
ganado la alcaldia de Soto La 
Marina, mientras que en Valle 
Hermoso no hay decisibn y el 

· PRI vem:ib en Reyriosa, Ma
tamoros y apretadamente en 
Nuevo Laredo... DE. INFOR
MES le digo que Francisco 
Rojas llevara la represema
ci6n ,presidenclal a l primen> 
de Enrique Gonzalez Pedrero, 
el domi.ngo que viene y que 
Hktor Hem&ndez estara en 
11axca:a con el de Tulio Her· 
nindez. •. 

NOS VEMOS manana, penr tr: P~VADO ... 
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. . : ·· "·" :( Por:.:M.ANVEt:. :c~M•N·· .. _. .'· · . . 
, . .. ·'' • . . . '.i1u .• . ..,.- . () ·M Dy ciesafcirtun~~~s .fuer6!1 ~as decl~cio-

\__.. · · .. nes que, lel rec1en pasadO' Juev~ •. h1zo el 
· diputado 'Miguel Olea Enriquez, .tras subir · 

. a la tribuna para defender el dictamen:que facl;ll
~- . ta ·al Ejecutivo para..:iinponer sanciones m~· seve-
. / ra·s.a quien~s violen. el control de cambiOs . . · · 
· . En el contaxto de su .discurso, el legisJador 

se erigi6 en vocero del .. P.RI, para sefialar .a , "!o_s 
judios, mexicano6" coi:no "experto!:!" .. ~n· ~ear ·fJ· 

. liales de las sociedildes an6nimas qtie foncionan ·· 
; · · aqui con ·o~!, del . e~ti;a!Jjero . pi;ll'a.. ·e~u·djr_ .im

puestos fa "la Federacion, mflar· sus actiyos; ~on
.seguir creditos despues y esp~cular · con el :di- ' 

. nero•• · .. · · . .,. . ·: · :r_-. · . .;·. 4"- • ...: 

i · . · · . El. dlpu~do '.P.oi:. Ch_il'~~~1'¥a g.e~ba~o:-erdor-. · 
, ma l~~enkable; .~. P.l,µr~1z~r, ~- ~~n~[hlI~ar:- .. lp.-,, . 
·. <;linem9n.~$. ~ .·~l'lsar :·qu,~ .. l~. ~a.I.~~ .~aletre. pol~tico, · . 
'. :que ~e f~!l6: 1.8:· matcria .!V1.s; 11~1:>19 .t~ :·t_ont~_s -~.a, 
; · \oeas · :y: ·, se -~~ hrlI?~!'.>'' I.a'· ~fl~~n·~ ·A~"'d!~~p~~c10!;1, . 
': -·mental. ·:Lo' contrario,.: · 1determ~na~1a,. ~alifI_s:arl.o · . 

.. cbmo un: nuev9 '"fuhrer''., afilarldo :Ia. l:i:oja para·· 
.. - una futura>"e .. inverosimil yersi6n1,chihuahi.Ii:m'se'·de . 
. .)~ 'trag~c~ e . ipo~vi~~bf.e,' .·:.~~c~~". ~e_',!os; ·cuc~~lP.~.: . 

-;r'"\, largo~'.'; pr.6l~g5? ~l}~I d~~".P.?l,Ocau_st~ ·don~e-_~e.~9n 
'--" J sadicamente , inmolados · mas de · se1s millones ~ae 

·seres hurnanos;.-J..lamados juwos. ·.,,.. · 
• ~ ~ f •• ~ • : ' - • ~ .. : : " '. , . ; . .. 

CAMARA OE · 
PWUTA~ /_ 
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; "• : .. • •' " o .,,, I \ +_, o "' ' • ,•:.,. • · . ,· . ' ---r--,- ' • 
. ' T' ALES·'declataciones•apestan a racismo,: a•dis-,'. 
':' ," crirriii1'aci6n ·y, adem~s. ·".an en contra .. d~ . . 
: · , . ::nu~strqs' .. ·lipl?al!)~~hto~ · consti.tudqrial~s jqµe, ~ 
l clararri'ente,:' estaplecen :.1a .libertad-:de. culto.s; ": . ·, . 
! . Hay judios · J. cat61icos, musulmanes, protes-
1 tantes o .de cuSlquier corriu11idad .. religiosa: .En 

•• 1 Mexico, cada quien es libre de prof.esar la re~ig~6n '· 
' que desee. sin · t~mor.a ser ~car:ne de _g~nq~id10. ~ 

. r.eher~lizar;··~~. pqrqtie ~i.: a:~emas:: de ayen
turado es peligroso: Sobre..todo cµando Ia comu
nidad judia aseritada.en Mexico, ;¢~yoritariamen
te, esta.: forniadia por mexica.llos .:di;?'' nacimiento, .. 
que aqui estudiaron, se _fo~aro~, tra_baj~o~ c?n 
la Jaboriosidad que les es: prop1a. :y, en· mngun. 
inomento se nan sentido 'ine'xi~os .. de. segunda 
pot la sencilla razon· .de. que: _J.odps ·somos~. iglia1e5 . 
ante Ia ley. ·' ' ' . ·, ' .. '.- \ · 
: .. Justa y acertada .. Ja·?P.rot.esta d~ la B'nai. · 
Brith .ma>..'ima ~.orgatiizaci6i1_ ju~a internacional · 
que incJuye: "Nt:>s vim.os ~so"rpre~didos p~r - .las· 

I opinil;me~ : de ese legisia'do~; · p~ro mas poi:que p.o 
\ . hubiera ningil~!.cliputado .que pro.testar'.1. P?r .esa·· 
I ·acci6n "que s6lo ·propicia est~~oti_pos d1scr1~p.na: 

torios.'.que · no deben ,eXisti(.en nu_s:tro. pais. La . 
\ ~pmurijqad.ju'di,a: . es!~ c9n~ribriY,en~?', .'. y .. eh .gr'af!, 
1

1 

. . medida, .para que.salgamos de la cqsis._ Tales,.fala-
cHt~; .. ~-~!.1:1'.legati~~~· .pat~1 · ~~ .cJi.~a::~e.:libe~~9e.s .q~e. · 

I se' vive· en·'MexliCo'\·f ·· · . . · '· · '. " · · ·. ·" 
I .;, .. : Asi". q~e1 ."'~lif,u~~ci.9 . o~~a?.. ~:· cti!darse }~. 'l?s 
~ . .. fapsus poht1cus . . . 1 •• , • • • • , • .. .. , · ~ • 

• t· \ .. :."' " { :: '; . . : l 1_: . ~ ."' :' ... . .. . . .•·; 

. • . :,. ' · . , ' .. V.·. .: . ..... 
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It was by these means, that, in a certain sense, we were able to subdue 
the prevailing unrest and worry within the Jewish Community. But, the 
.basic question is still in mid- air: Is the attitude of this mexican 

( 

Hous.e Representative a very personal point of view, or, in a certain 
way-, does it carry the untold feelings of thousands or millions of 
Mexican$.? This is the real and· serl.ous - question that must be ans-
wered... . _ 

The meeting with_Mexican President, Miguel De la Madrid is 
still pending and we do no~ know if the President will granrus tfiis 
interview because the problem in · itself ha,s been taken care of with 
the official declarati.ons to the press. 

Some articles and editorial co_ffi!!1entaries have appeared in the 
Me.xican Press , all of them condemnin_g th::n;--antisemitic standing of ------ ·-·-· . . Olea Enriquez and advising of the danger of this kind of public 
statements against mexic~n citizens, regardless if they are Catholics, 
Moslems , Protestants or Jews. 

;I met w.i th .. Mr. _Mark Gre ory Davison, Second Secretar at the 
Embassy of the Unite . tates of America , · w o is in charge of the 
Political Affairs Department and who had a special interest in knowing 

(

. all details of thi.s J,:ncident. I informed him about the ·development · 
of· thfS. situati,on and asked him please!to have hi.s office in Washington 
t:r;na.;!.IIJ.j.tt to you thi.f? i ·nformation. Hope they did so . · 

Am enclosing articles of the daily ·newspapers NOVEDADES and 
ULTJ,MAS NOTICIAS as .well . 9-S a copy of the· Press Release given out by 
the 2._ecretary of the Ma.jority · of the PRI at-ztn~ House of Representa
t.t.ves and its Engl.tsh. transla,tion. 

. I fee.l now th.at this matter . is no more confidential, but 
i .t ::ts. '$0 important, to the point that the AJC office in New York 

_ sh.quld immedia,tely give. i .t out for a press release or to be used 
:t.n ,the way . you -c~n$i.der best. Please let me know what you decide 
to. do before releasing i .t, and feel free to make any cornm.ents or 
qbs'ervations. · 

:A.s always, my very_ best and cordi.al regards. 

cc : M:t.lton E.llerin 

SN/eeg 

\ 

'/ 



L£C ISLATU11A 

CAi\1ARA DE. DIPUT ADOS 
. -- ·~ .. - - --- ·--~---

DIRECCION GENERAL DE lt'-JFORMACION 
-· Y RE[ACION_ES .PUBLICAS 

BOLE1,IN DE PRENSA 

DICIEMBRE 7 DE 1983. 

/.) ·O • 

€~ 
EL DlPUTAOO ENRIQUE SOTO IZQUIEROO, _SECRETA.RIO DE LA GR.i\J\! COMISION D~ LA -

CA.i\{t\,P,/\ DE DlPLff.:\OOS, A 1\0MBRE DE LA i'-IAYORIA PRIIST.t\J'ORMULO LI\ S~GUIE~TE 

DECLAR•\C ION: EN. REL\C ION coN Los coNcErros· QUE EXPRESARA- EN · LA -Tlurn:wy DE 

.Lt\ CA'.U~.RA DE DIPUTAOOS RECIE:\!TEMENTE EL DIPlJTAOO ~IIGUEL ANGEJ, OLE!\ ENRIQlJEZ, 

CON MJTIVO DE LA DISCUSION DE LAS REFORJ\'LJ\S AL ARTICULO 23 BIS DE LA LEY OR

GANICA DEL BANCO DE f'.1£,'\.ICO . 

"EN EL CUR$0 DEL DEBATE SOSTENIOO EN LA SESION PLENARIA DE Ll\ C'~H~.R.A 
1----~- -; ~ -· --· "' --=· · . ..ca.-... \ - -,..... . .... - . 

DE DI-PITTA.DOS EL DIA PRIMERO DE DICI:b\mREL\E~T9'8'~'EN=RE1J\Ci0~.1:1\tNtB-A ...-=---
.- . · - -

TIVA DE REFORM<\S AL ARTICULO 23 BIS DE LA LEY ORGANICJ-\ DEL BANCO DE f'.fEXICO, 

EL DIPITTAOO MIGUEL ANGEL· OLEA EN1UQUEZ , TUVO UNA EXPRESION DESAFORTUNADA ALU · 

DIENOO A LOS JUDIOS ~fEXICANOS. 

: 

"EN NOMBRE .OE LA ~~\YORIA PRIISTA DE ESTA LEGISLL\TURA,DEBO SENAl.AR QUE 

TALES EXPRESIOi'\T:s DE NINGUNJ\ MA\"ERA REFLEJAJ\j EL PENSAMI.ENro DE LOS DIPUTADOS 

DE MI PARTIDO, Y SON DE L~ EXCLUSIVA RESPONSABILIDAD D~ QUIEN Lt\S FORi\llJLO . 

"EL Rl\CI5NJ DE CUALQUIER TIPO H~ SIOO RECllAZ.-\[X) SIEr.·!PR.E POR EL PUEBLO· 

~1EXIC ... \:\O, PUES CHOCA FR?_!''TADU::;\'.E CON SUS PRJ~CIPIOS,TR=\DJCIONES Y SUS TOEA

LES. ESTE HA SICO CARACfERTSTTCO DE REGIMENES TOT.<\LITARlOS Y REACClONARIOS. 

"LA IGU:\LDAD .~\TE LA LEY ES UNA GARANTIA ll\TIIVIDUAL CONSAGPv'\DA CN 
. . 

NUESTRA CONSfffUCI ON; INCi.USO, U\ EDUC\CION QUE H!PARTEN EL ESTAOO ~IEX lClu\O 
- . - . 

Y LAS INSTITUCIONES AlJl'ORI ZAD/\S OE13E, ENTRE OTR;\S COSJ\S, DE i\CUEROO AL TE XTO 

CONSTITUCIONAL 'SUSTENTAR LOS IDEALFS DE FR/\TER1\JID.-\D E IGU;\l.D:\D DE DEREC!!OS 

- - DE T000S LOS Hrn.u.mis, · EV-1-T-Ai~OO-I.-,()S PR-IVILEGlOS_.f)[_R).Z.AS, __ DE SECT':\S, DE CRU- 

' POS, DE SEXOS 0 DE lr-U 1 VIDlJOS' . 

• 
111.J\S CONDUCl'AS ILICIT/\S DE CU;\LQUI[R JNDJLI.'. , EN QUE POR l:\C:EPCION SE 

INCURR.E, NO SON CAfV\CTEIUST!Cl\S NI MENOS AUN PIU V/\TIVAS DE N lNGU_N GRUPO DE 

.---_:- ~1EXrciNos :,-. ~1 : ATRIBurntEs' E!'f NINGUN su·.JT11:XJ 1\ ·su oRiGEN ETNrco; TN1P0co , -roR : 
- . - .. --= · : .... . . 
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CIER1D ,A NlNGUN GRUPO DE EXTRANJEROS EN PARTICUl.AR. 

"ANTES, DURANl'E Y DESPUES DE LA SEQJNDA GUERRA MUNDIAL , EL PUEBLO .Y EL 

GOBIERM) REVOLUCIONARIO DE -MEXICO HAN DAOO HOSPITALIDAD Y. REFUGIO A EXTRANJE

ROS DE DIVERSOS ORIGENES, mrRE ELLOS NUMEROSOS JUDIOS , CUYOS HIJOS Y NIETOS,, 

~.ssrN RENUNCIAR A CIERTOS RASaJS DE SU CULTURA ORIGINAL' SON YA MEXICANOS DE 

PL.ENO DERECJ-[). 
0 

"LOS .MEXICANOS DE ORIGEN-JlJD.IO SJN MEXICANOS POR EL MISM:> I-1-TUJ.D. Y CON 

LOS MISMJS DERECHJS QUE EL RESTO -DE NUESfROS CONNACIONALES . 

''ill-US Y OTROS MERECEN NUESTRO RESPETO, Y NINGUNA DE NUESTRAS LEYES NI 

NUESTRAS ACCIONES DE OOBIERNO CONfIENE, PRETENDE CONTENER, NI DEBERA CONTENER 

ELE·~"JTOS DE PREJUICIO DE CUALQUIER NATURALEZA HACIA ELLOS, NI HACIA NINQJNOS 

-·--· 
. •, . -: 

bTRU-S-MExICANos·; NI'AUl'fcXTR}\l\tJEROS-re~-Rt\·ZGN DE-SY-GR~~-------:-_....,,,. _ __ ........ __ -=-._ 

''MEXICO ES UN PAIS ABIERTO AL ESFUERZO Y AFDRTACION DE TOIX)S SUS HIJOS 

E INCLUSO DE TOOOS LOS SERES HUMANOS SIN DISfINCION DE NACIONALIDAD, DENTRO -

DEL AMPLIO HA.RCO DE NUESTRA CONSTITUCION Y N1JESTR,AS LEYE_S . 

.. 
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TH.E ·AM.ERl.C ·AN JEWISH COMM ITTEE 

date 

1·0 
from 

subteot 

December 6th , 1983 £ 
Rabbi Marc H.. Tanenba ~m 
Sergio Nudelstejer , 

' Verbal Onset against the Jewish Community in Mexico. 

Would like you to know about a very unusual and serious 
act that took p l ace last Friday , December 2nd , in the Mexi
can House of Representatives:------~~~~~~~~----. 

.... 

While a discussion was going on , on important new l aws 
relat ing to the financial sLtuation of the country , a re
presentative of the PRI - (Parti.do Revolucionario Institu

... cional, which i ,s t he official government party) , - Mr. Mi-
guel Olea Enriquez , whi le add~essing~the House and defen-

( 

ding a proposal of law that would establish more severe sanctions 
against those. who violate the exchange control , in one of the 
parragraphs of his public address , said the following : 

" The Mexican Jews are e xperts in these matters. 
Therefore , they can avoid, here in the Federation , 
all payment .of taxes; they blow up th.eir assets, 
they get financi.al credit even after blowing up 
their . assets and they spec.ulate with the. money " . 

This open and public declaration by a representative of 
the o f ficial poli.tical party and member of the finance commi
ttee of the House of Represen:tati.ves , makes us think about 
several possibilit ies. First,- that it might be an official 
standing of th.is political party :Cof t h e PRI) or, it could 
also be the personal opinion of this. representative , Miguel 
Olea Enriquez. 

Another thing that worries us is the fact that no other 
member of t h e House of Representatives or a member of any 
other party, be it from the right or left wings, made any 
attempt to deny or di_sagree with this statement. 

Some newspapers , speci ally the Excelsior and Uno + Uno 
had an ampl~ covering of this matter. More so the Excelsior 
daily, which gave ii i .ts most important headline on t he 
front page . · 

This statement made by the representative of the PRI, of 
a clear::...cut ~ .. .9_i.r_!;.y_ antisemitism, h.as highly worried all 
th.e - Jewish communi.ty , - special ly th.e serious accusation a -

- gainst a single ~roup , making this . minority appear bef6re.the 

·----
/ 
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[ 
opinion as unloyal to the country at a moment of economical 
crisis in· Mexi.co. 

On Sunday,-E_ecember the 4th, in the same Excelsior news
paper, · a columnist by th.e name of Leon Garcia Sol e4 by his 
own in.i.tiative and v,1i.i1' gave out a ve.rbal onset against 
the declaration .of ~he representative .~£ the Hous~, Mr. Olea 
Enr~quez, where among other things, he po~nts out that the 
statement made by Olea Enriquez ·"shamed the fellow- members 
of· the. political ·party PRI and placed the Mexican Government 
in the ~nfair position of posing as an antisemitic . regime". 
Furth.er .. on he added: II ••• a criminal irresponsibility. This 
member of the official party PRI, who in the past condemned 
fascism and fought agains nazism, . now makes a statement of 
the lowliest antisemitism :by saying that 'The Mexican Jews 
are expett~ in dealing falsely with dollars' ... ". This 
journalist called upon ,..Mr. Humberto · Lugo Gil, President 
of ~.t.h.§ PR~ ~R~volutionary Institutional Party) to have.him 
censor the. above statement of O_lea Enriquez. 

The Comite .central Israelita. de Mexico (CEntral Jewish 
Committee of Mexico) is working on some official interven:... 
ti.on wi.th the. Ministry of the Interior; with. the President 
of the PRI; with the President of the House of Representa-

.~ tives and they are even ready to go as far as a meeting 
with Mr. M~guel de la Madrid, President of Mexico. 

The President of the Central Jewish Committee ·, has in
vited me to participate in a very small delegation which 
will meet with. the above mentioned official · personalities. 

This same afternoon, I will meet with Mr. Mark D.avidson, 
Political Officer. of the American Embassy wno . call~d me in to 
hear my persorial opinion as the Director of the AJC Mexican 
branch. offi.ce., in relation to th.is s~rious matter. 

Yesterday morning, ;r met with . .Mr. Moshe Arad, Israeli 
Ambassador in Mexico and we exchanged points of view con
cerning this issue. He also seeme.d very worried and he ex
pects · a strong reaction on the part of the Mexican Jewish 
Community. · 

Enclosed please find clippings of the daily Excelsior; 
of the Uno + Uno newspaper, and a part of the commentary 

,..--. of Mr . Leon Garcia Soler which. also appeared in Excelsior 
newspaper. 

Will keep you informed on further developments of this 
issue.' Wbuld . appreciate it if you keep this information con
fidential, jus.t for you and the AJC Leade rship but not for 
publication, at the moment . Any comments or suggestions will 
be ap:prect.ated o 

W1th best cordial regards. 

cc: Milton Ellerin . I 

_) 
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EXCELSIOR Viernes 2 de Dieiembre de 1983 

lViolan M~chos Empresarios laLeyCambiariaSenalaelPRl 
·-1 Trafican con D61ares Control ados, 
: * Se han Amasado Fortunas en Autenticos ·Atracos a la Nacion: Olea E. · I * Urge Pon er ·Coto a los "Judios · Mexicanos Expertos en la Especulacion" * Triangule1n lmportaciones, lnflan sus Activos 'I se Llevan las Divisas * Aprueba la Camara Medidas y Sanciones Severas por355 Votos Contra 55 * Censure> ' AN la lniciativa por ser "Atentatoria Contra la libertad" 

.Pflf' GUILLERMO C, ZETINA 

~ PRI denunclo ayer en le.·Camara 
de J?lputados ·a · muchos industrlales 
ctue trafican con los d6lares oontrole.-. 
dos, con lo cual cometen "un atracQ 
contra la ne.cl6n, de la rnanera mAs 
simple", y asi all1l!Siln fortlll19.s, me
dlante un procedlmiento en el 'que "lo_s 
judios mexicanos son expertos'', y que 
urge ponerle coto con las reformas al 
articulo 23 de la Ley Orgaruca del 
Banco de Mexico, aprobadas ayer Pol' 
el pleno, _luego de tres horas de dis-
ousiones. 
. El diputl\,do·priista Miguel Olea En

, riquez, al subir a, la,!trlbuna para de
. · .fender el dlctamen qoo faculta a l Eje-
1 cutivo pai-e: poner en vigor sanclones 

mas severas a quienes violen el control 
de cambios, recalc6 que "o somos soli
darios· con le. nacion o ;jamls saldremqs 
de la cl'isis", y seflal6 que "desgracla
ciam.ente siempre han ex.lstido mexica
nos traldores, sinvergi.lenzas Y. apro-
vechados". ·· . 

,Dljo Olea ·EJniquei' que "el control 
de camblo!i es necesal'lo en las clrcuDs--

, ta1\clo.s act~les' y entre mas d\ll'P,_ 
rods co1:i:venia11t11 .seritl ·~tanios en un. 
slstema dual. con W\ mercado libre Y 
otro controlado", y menclon6 luego 
que el gran beneficiado eon las deva
Juaciones ha sldo el expot;ador, que 
antes vendia a 28 ·Y ahOra lo' hace a 
139, porque sigue pagando a sus· em-

~ados salarios que no tienen esa pro-

porci6n y sin embargo "esta chillando 
porque le quitan 18 pesos por d6lar 
contiolado". 

El dlputado por Chihuahua p1'<lsi
gui6: "Otro de los problemas es el 
industrial que pide . c1·roitos o el que ' 
saca. un permlso de importaci6n de 
maqulnaria o de· !rtsumos y se le da I 
d6lar controlado, y luego va al extran
jero y deja parte de esos dolares ana. , 
Eso lo vemos con mucha frecuenda: · 
vleneri aquf, lraceri de cuenta que ~a i 
n)aq.ulnaria. !es va a costal' tanto mas 1 

cuanto· y el diferei:tcial favoi'able lo .' 
dejan all6.· (en l£stados Unidos). en be
neficlo prop lo. Ese .es un atraco cont.L·a 
la naci6n, y lo llBtamos viendo que lo 
hacen de la manera mas simple." 

llGVI! IN LA ,AGINA NUl\ill 



·• 

' 

/ . 

-- . · ·- · -·~· ·-··· . 

·. :Vi'of.arr~'-fvla&-tias·~: ·E:·tn.·11r.es:ario;s.·· :: 1a ~:"~ley··.~,~~rri.~:~~ir.t~i ·.1 
.· -,.siguft :d~ ' iii. ~•(mer~ ·: Pia~~ .:;: ·~· ~iendo<~i:a~des". n~gocio~ lo~ . camb~os!',: ~efue:· "eiilh ina' , i~·: . . Sa'lvado·; .: Ca~tafied~ . ·o·.i 
'~Exi~ten s 0 ci'e a ·ad / s ~iS\ll~S. :de . s},er,i1p;,e. ·v : ma-. divisjon' de . .'podeies· y . qtie Conno!°; tn n0111~re_ del P.~ :.1 
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' .' . •. . .' · .,.. mfest~ .. Que . oJala .en .otra. : t .. t . nt. · la iib"ertad'" · .U.)\1 .. . en camb10. se mam- . 
· -a~eg : . e.a .. ·.~nnquez-:;-,-_ r~forma-. al a_rticulo .23 ··'bis a en .a. c?. n . . . · · " festo·: oor_ e! .restablecimient0_ 
, an<¥'11-~a~: en ·J;>.anama; ~~h~.: · d~ ·1a ~ev· del ·Banco ~e .Me-.· ·f?,l . dmuta,a?, .. ~~~~undo . de1 c~~tr_or ge11:era.lizad~- de_ l 
mas, en Jas· islas Caimanes ; .x1c0, en·· un futuro orox1mo, Leon Osu.na, en f\OmQre del cambios y ·no et regimen ./ 
donde . fu.u' ch ·a 8 . • ~mi>resa~· se' pu~ga me.t~r a ·1~ c;i.r~el ~D.M. · ~uestion6 .Ja. · exi~ten- dual existei!te •. v. s.efialo que i 

. , .· : '. -: · . · . : .a. los sacad6lares". ·. · · · · c1a mlsma· de! control de :;la falta de , solidar-1dad d!!: la 
, mexu;anas.1·han::~ec40 ·otra: : EI ;pAN_; J)or ·,medio deI "ca inbios- "al' .que .-se' Je dan .. clase empresarial . "es .-una . 
· sodeda~, · Cornpt'a~1 .. Ia .'ma~ ci.iP.\l~ado 'F~lipe ... Gutiefr~z · cuali.dades magi~~s·par_a,e:vi- .'.vocacion antigua, ·Que ·.esta ' 
~ qui.nar.ia,,. ~ ·cierto .~preeio,:en Zor_rill~, ;.o~j~t<? A .di~*.~.e.n;, ~~. :1a "ruga. de .:cap~~~l,e~·~. Y_ ,Po_r . . e~cim~ ,de ·, cual9L!ier : 
; Esfados Unidos 'se".ie .factu- ,por_q':I~. '. se.·r~f~~l'.~. mas. a pe·rQ1:J~ .. est~ .. ~e . da ,pQi;- l_a .1n.se- ,p<inces1~n .· q~ . ,e,l .. gobt.e+~~ .. J 
· . : ·1 . '· ·e<i ·a' ': ... 1 ··c· -.-. ~ahzac1~nes ' · y p~rsecuc16n._' ·gurida,~ -~~~11!f y econ.omlc~ .. otor:gq~· pa.ra ~a tar . ~e ·,e,n- . 
ra a ' ~ . soci _.a .en. as a1·: que al ·s1st~rna,.de . control._de.. que pnva en· el. pals • . · . · · cau~arla'.'> .": .... · ', ·• ·; '• '. 
.mai;ies,.· d~ Pa,n{l~a ·o, d.~ !ll.,~ ,. '., ' · .<--·-•~>~'.~ - ..,....._::_.,..::,:~~:.:..:.:..-;.. .• ~-<.;;:_; •. , .~:A_ .::_ ~ ..... :.-,~.~; ·.;:'.: 
Baliamas, ·y ·esta "a ·su:vezJa.-' · -
mandii a. _I\1~xico' ·~."pree16_s_-l 

. largos.. · ·, · ·. .. · ·· ~ ··: ~ 

.- "Los ·.iudios ';illeXi~i'>s . 
· ·so~ ·eX!pert¢s· 'en 'esils ci:iSas..~ 
. De~ esa· manera eluden. im~ : 
' 'puestos· aqui""en la Federa~ 
1- ci6n; '.i'nflan sus acti~os; ·cbn
; , sig();n.. : credi tos. despues , de 

que ·mflaron s1,1s .. activos.,y · 
adernas, especulan":oonc .·er.· 
dinero";. ·diJo . el,. ~pµtado,"'~ , . •. . ~ •. - ; 

· ·:_.''C()ro·A ESTOS .··· ·· .. 
- · - nIALANDRINES" .. :.:..·. · · 

. ·Olea ~riqu~~- .u~~~; 1u~) 
g6 : '.'Nece~i_tamos"·,ponerhd 
tin coto a estos .malandrines. '' . . 

· · :Es te'' 'pais no .tien·e d6lares; \ 
·: debemos· ·usal'los, · donde 'me- ·1 
. jbr nos·: c9nverlga ,:_en'. donde ' 
. ·;;ea necesatio:· Las .iinp(ir-ta;i 

c(ones· .. fundamentales: :_qu~ i 
; requenmos· son··1as· de . ali•' t 
. men:tos .. de.· cereales y para l 
·eso . se. necesitan divisas·,i• ,: · j · 

.' .. Fih_almente Olea Enrtquez i 
demand6· Que· se irivestiguen 
oficialfuente ·-es'tas" ·em pre: 
sas en las·,eaiman~s. Jas Ba.' 
hi!m.as y· Panama, "doride· se·· 

· estan hacienda· umi" ·bOla· de 
t!'~fiques'.' -Y( tambi~ri'. insis~ ·1 · . t16. en· Que nuestro ~roblema .. 
es· .que. esUin· eludliendo· el~ 

: _c~~.lcembios . v ha~ :i 

,. 

"'\' 

'. --
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THE AMERICAN JE·WISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

December 16, 1983 

Marc Tanenbaum 

David Geller 

Sergio called today - Friday, December 16 - with the follCMi.:11g 
infoll'Clation. 

1. Regarding the anti-Semitic statement of the Mexican Deputy 
in their Parliament ••• . there have been strong declarations 
criticizing him and deoouncing a,iti-SE!ni.tisln. However, in this 
rcorning's newsi;::aper a pramirient stocy appeared that representa
tives of a major Jewish organization (The Wiesenthal Center) had 
met with the Mexican Ambassador and dernarrled a public ai;ology 
by the President of Mexico and a public repririland against the 
guilty Deputy. As you might expect, the tone of the story is 

~ti-Mexican and .is givil.Jg ri5e to vecy negative feelings not 
only aitong the general public but arrong the Jewish ccmmmity 
as well. Sergio has been trying to get in touch with Rabbi 
Hier who is the executive direc't.6r of the Center and hopes to 
persuade him to cool it. 

2 . On another matter, s&gio wanted to know whether you have 
done anything relating tO his cx:mcern that a number ofe· 
from the Miami Chapter had sort of invited themselves FEDEXX>. 
Sergio would ~ppreciate hearing fran you on this matter. 

I:G/es 

, . 

• '1. 

3. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
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date : December sst 1983 

10 :. Ellen Cohen = c. 
fr·OM : Sergio Nudelstejer c 

subJeol : AJC Delegation to Mexico - Houston Chapter a 

SN/eeg 

As per yesterday's phone convers~tion, am sending in 
to you tentative program for the next Lay Leadership De
legation's visit to Mexico. Within the next few days, I 
will h.ave some defi.ni te answers from the personalities I 
have invited to participa~e with us. Before the visit, you 
will b~ hearing from me on the definite program. 

Am expecting to hear about the cost of hotel accomoda
tions, luncheons, dinners, tours and transportation. As 
soon as my travel agent will let me know about these prices, 
I will inform you as well. 

Would also appreciate your sending in to me a full list 
of names and a short curriculum of the people who will come 
with this Delegation. At the same time, may I suggest that the 
Delegation bring gifts to be given to the Chairman of the Cen
tral Jewish Committee in Mexico, Mr. Bernardo Weitzner; to 
the Chairman of the Beth Israel Community Center, Mr. Richard 
Pick; and to the Chairman of the Jewish Sport Center, Mr. Elias 
London. These gifts could be either a plaque, a diploma or 
a special book, or anything_ you deem proper, but should bear 
the· inscription of AJC Leadership Delegation, Houston Chapter. 

Should you have any other suggestions for the program, 
please don't hesitate to let me know. Am including different 
in.formative material on the Mexican Jewish Community, on the 
history of Mexico . and concerning the financial situation and 
development of the country. 

As always, with best cordial regards . 

copy: Marc H. Tanenbaum 
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AMERICAN .n:wISH COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP DELEGATION VISIT 

Thursday,. ,January 19th 

1:24 p.m. 

· 6.:00 p.m. 
' . :-:-·1 .· . . 

8:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 20th 

11:30 a.m. 

HOUSTON CHAPTER 
.. 

(January 19th thro~gh the- 22nd,1984) 

TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

Arrival of the D~legation in flight . 
No. 127 of contlnental Airways •. - · · 

ihe Delegation will be welcomed at -·:. -
the· airjlort by. Mr~ Sergio Nudelste- --· · 
jer, Directo~ of ·the A.Jc Office in. · · 
Me~co and by Authorities of the 
Ministry of Tourism. 

Transportation provided to the Maria 
Isabel-Sheraton ~otel. 

Dinner at the. hotel and briefing by 
Mr. Nudelstejer ·on the program~ the 
activitie's to be· carried out and the" 
personalities that the -Delegat.ion wil 
meet. 

Meeting with the Com1t6 ·Central Israe· 
lita de ~xico ·(·Mexican 'Centra-1 Jewi~ 
Committee .- the represent~tive body 
of Mexican §ewry. 

Breakfast on ·your own. 

~1eetin9 *ith Mr. John Gavin, U.S. 
Ambassador to Mexico 

Visit to the ·asbkenazi Kehilab buil
ding and the Museum of the Holocaust 

r 



. . .... ~ .. ~':' : 
· .. ;;; 

.. : : ·:-: . ... 
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; ·" . • 

1:30p. m. 

6:30p.m. 

8;30p. m. 

Saturday .... .J:anuary·. 21st · 

' . 

10 :00 a.m . .. 

12:00 nQOn 

1:30 p. m. 

6 : 30· p.m .•. 

8:30 p . m. 

Sunday, January __ 22nd 

S:OQ a.m.-

10:00 a.m. 

. . 
'•, . 

12:00 noon . 

1 : 00 ·p. m. 

-2-

Luncheon at the Hacienda de los Morales 
·Restaurant. Guest Speaker: High ranking 

. · Officj_al Of· ~h~_.Mexican . Government• r • 

* Home hospitality and snabbat;h Dinner. 

Shabbath Services at the Beth Israel 
· ·Commt;mity Cent~r (·Conservat.ive). Rabbi 

Samuel s. · Lerer. · 

.• 
' . ' 

. .. \ . .· - .. . . 
Breakfas~ on your QWn. . · 

' . ' . ' 
• •• • + • • • • ,t 

• • . • • - • . : • : ! : • : ' ~ • • 

Guided tour .to · the . ~usewn :9f AnthropQl~gy·. 

Tour . to the . t~at1'0ria1 . Un:1 vers.~.ty . C_ampus. 
. . . . . ·•' ' · .. 

Lunch at the San Angel Inn :Restaurant. 
Guest Speak~·~: Mr •. · Mosihe Ar~d, .Israeli . 
AiDbassadc>J;:: to --.~co •. " ..... . . : . 

- Cocktails. ~d so.c~al evening toget~er wi~ 
·lay leaders. of Mexican Je~ish .Community-. at 
the home of To_si.~ and .se;-qio .Nudel.st~jer • . . . 

Farewell Di~~r . 

Breakf aat ~ ~IDrkinq session at the Maria 
Is~el Sheraton Hotel • 

Visit to the Jewish Sport Center and meeting 
members of the . Board of Governors of this · 
Institutio~. 

Lun~: at the Jewi~h Sport Center 

The Delegation will. star OQ its way to the 
Internatit>nal Airport in M~co~.f 
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e- Fttday, January 20th · 

• • j 

,• ' . 

' · 

' .. 
l • 

some of the hosts for ·Home Dospitality 
take their dinner before the ·Shabbath 

. Servi-ces; others," -after~ · The hosts . 
will inform .their 9ues~s ahead of 
time. ·. 

~ . . Sunday, :January 22nd" .. · . ' • , . ~ ' . . 'I' •• • 

.. . . . . ' . . ~ 
~ :00 p.m. 

,I '• '. ·, ~ . .. . . . . . , . .. · .. · , .. 
. ' 

On Swiday mDX1li~g, ~ft~r: breakfast 
, .° . · .ana Workiiiq: sess~q~, . yo~ ~S~. ·ChecJ1:-out 
· . .. · :· frQ~_ · ~!! ~~~~;i ._wi.th yow.;. l~99~9e, which 
· · will be kept ~or you on the bus till 

yo~ get to the airport in the after
noon·, ~ecaµse . we 't4):~ ·not . be . ret~ing 
to·· tlie' Z.lciria ·Isabel. Sheraton Eotel. · . ' . . ' ~ . . 

- -·-............. 

.. :;,, · . . 
. . . ' "1· -

._ 
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Decemb~r 28, 1983 

Ambassador Marcelo Vargas 
Consul General of Mexico 
870 Market Street, Suite 528 
San Francisco, California 94L02 

Dear Marcelo: 

It is with distress, particularly after your most 
gracious participation in our Chapter Board meeting 
on Novanber 28, that I call your attention to the 
enclosed news release from our national headquarters. 
This episode in which Deputy Miguel Angel Olea 
Enriquez slandered the Jewish comnunity of Mexico 
is d!isgraceful. 

As you will note, our national leadership, including 
Dr. Marc Tanenbaum, the director of our International 
Affairs Department, has conmunicated with Ambassador 
Reyes and acknowledged that Deputy Enriquez's charac
terization has been categorically rejected by offi
cials of the government. 

I would be less than candid if I did not inform you 
of the serious level of concern and outrage among our 
Board of Directors, whan you have met. I would appre
ciate any information which you can share with me that 
reflects your government's view of this disgraceful 
incident and, naturally, your own assessment. 

~ me: ; Weiner' 
Bay Area Director 

GEORGE FOOS. Chairman• JOSEPH B. DURRA, RICHARD L. JAEGER. DAVID M. LIVINGSTON. RICHARD J. SIDEMAN. STEVEN L. SWIG. Vice Chilirmen 
•RUTH KAY DEBS. Secretary• ANDREW M. COLVIN, Trea.surer •ERNEST H. WEINER. Bay Area Director• BETH D. BUBIS. Assistant Art'a L)irt•1..tor 

Board of Directors: Paul S. Abramov·1tz. Basil Anderman. Marti n R. Aufhauser. Myra Berkowitz. Ron B. Berman. Sue V. Bransten. Carole R. Breen. Kenneth J Colvin. 
William D. Epstein. Frederick J. Falender, Robert B. Friend, Ernest Glaser. Richard B. Glickman. David B. Cold. Lawrence Goldberg. Richard N. Goldmi'ln. 
Robert A. Huret. Barbar'a Isackson. Arthur H. Kern. Judge Henry B. Lasky, Bettie S. Laven. Barbara Lefferts. Robert D. Links. Ruth 0. Livini;ston, Dr Maurice Mann. 
Judith Moss. Carl Pearl:stein. Irving Rabin. Lila S. Rich, Barbara S. Rogers. Sheldon Rothblatt. Madeleine Haas Russell, John F. Samp~on. Hernire S S<h<Hlach. 
Robert E. Sinton. Harold S Stein. Jr .. Elliot Steinberg, John H. Steinhart, Melvin M . Swig. Donald S. Tayer. Jean W. Waldman. Rabbi M,irtin S Wl'i1wr 

Advisory Board: Edgar Sinton. Chairman; Edward Bransten, Frances D. Green. Jerome W. Crenley. Louis H. Heilbron. Silmut>I I Jamb'. C:Pniln•y C K.ilm,rn\on. 
S. M;mhall Kempner. Samuel A. Ladar, Carolyn A. lisberger. Jefferson E. Pt•yser. Sylvia L. RPback. Sylvi,1 L. Sto1w, Paul W. V.ipnt>k. Arthur I! L immt>rm,m 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date: December 8th, 1983 

to: 
from : Sergio Nudelstejer 

subJeot. 

Inv.i.ted by the Information Service Department of the 
U.S. Embassy in Me.xi.co, I accepted to participate as a 
speaker on two e.venings of study of the Jewish Community 
in Mexico. · 

This was an interfaith activity between the fellow-members 
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of the Union Church in ,Mexi.co together with the Beth Israel 
Community Center lCons.ervative) · and the American Jewish. Committee. 

Quite a number of members of the Uni.on Church, members 
of the U.S. Embassy and people of other faiths have shown 
special interest i .n knowing and learning about the different 
aspects of the. Jewi.sh Cominunity in Mexico. 

For this purpose, two activities were organized at the Beth 
Israel Community Center. Th.e first one consl..sted of a lecture 
that I gave on the. subject: "The Jewish. Community in Mexico: Its 
Origins and Pres.ent Structure within the Mexican Society". This 
lecture of ··mi_ne took-. pl~c·e last Thurs.day, December the 8th. The 
se.cond one will be heid on December 13th. It will be a tour to 
four Synagogues s,tarti_ng out wi,th the Beth. Israel Community 
Center, where I will join . Rabbi Samuel S. Lerer in leading this 
tour and explaining the. origins and structure of each. of· the 
cornmuni ties we wi.ll be vi.siting. 

From Beth. Is.rael Community Center, the group will go 
to the Beth-El Synagogue. (conservative) , of the younger Jewish 
generation. Then to the Maguen David Synagogue (orthodox) which 
belongs to the. Jewi.sh. cominunity of Damascus and we will end up 
visiting the. Nidjei I.srael Synagogue (orthodox) which. belongs 
to .the· Ashkenazi. Kehilah. · · 

I believe that this activity will serve the purpose of 
knowi~g better the. Mexican Jewish CornmunLty and at the same 
time to establi.sh. better relations with members of othe.r reli
gions and faiths·, and in this particular cas.e wi.th. members of 

· the Union Church. 

Please find neclosed the letter-invitation I _ got from Mr. 
Thomas Johnson . 

Best cordi.al regards, 

cc: James Rudin ( 
I 



·- .:-. · U1aiteil States 
Information 
Setvice 
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Embassy of the United Stares of America 
Me>.ico. D.F 

Mr . Sergio Nudelsteger 
Re sident Represent~~ive 

November 30, 1983 

American Jewish Committee 
Ejercito NacioDal 533 - Apt. 302 
Col . Polanco 
M~xico , D.F. 

Dear Mr . Nudelsteger , 

USIS 

... 

-............. -= · ™P.:s · a-~o our c<5nv ersat.i"'a'ft'" of""""t:n~ .... 1~s,__,..._,. __________ "'L 

morning , r · would very much appreciate it if you would 
participate as a speaker i n two evenings of study of the 
Jewish com.munity in Mexico. Please cover the following 
topics during your lecture of approximately 30 or 40 
mi nutes : the origins of the Jews in Mexico, their 
professional role in society, and the comrnunility and 
diff erences in the way they worship. This first 
program will start at 7:30 p.m . on Dec . Bth at Beth 
Israel. The following Tuesday, Dec . 13 we will tour 
four synagogues, and I would like you to jo.in Rabbi Lerer 
in leading the tour. The tour ·will start at 7 : 30 p.m., 
leaving from Beth Israel. 

I admit a certain selfish motive in organizing 
the programs. I am personally interested in Judaism and 
live in a Jewish neigborhood , Polanco. I have found 
among my colleagues in the Embassy a nd f e llow members of 
the Union Church a similar interest. I hope that the 
t wo e ve nings wi'll give u·s a glimpse of the make-up and 
role i n society of a n i mpor t ant i f smal l minority in Mexico . 

Sincerely , 
f\. I ( ._ -.. '·-'·•'• .' 't~.-

1 ~- 9-.} J.,\J t}.l ' n \} ... >----- -
Thomas F ~-, Johnson 




