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NICARAQGGUA -~ "THE JEWISH QUESTION"

A conlsderarle amount of attention has “een focused in the

general and Anglo-~-Jewish press on the situation of the miniscule
Jewish community in Nacaragua under the present Sandanista regime.
As eonstructed primarily %y the ADL, the issues have “een conceptualized
in these terms: |

1) The ADL has charged the Sandanietd regime with “eing antf-Semitie
owing to its “confiscation" of the Jewlsh community'e synagogue in
Managua. . |

2) fleveral hundred Niearaguan Jews xizﬂx.fled the country with
the overthrow of the Somoza regite »y the Sandanistas. In many caces
their property was expropriated, These actions were alse characterized
as "anti-Jewish" lhly _tha'ADL epokesmen. '

3) The Sandanistgs have had a clese assoclation with the PLO
prior to and esinee their aacendaney to pﬁwer. That alliance 1is
:1nterpreted y Sandanista sources as having-heen a respense to the
faet that the Semoza regime had cleose ties with the Israel gdvernment,
ineluding military aid provided “y Israel to the Somera forces. (The
ADL has purlicly declared that the PLO-Sandanistdm conneection is
the eperative reason for the confiscatory aetions taken -y the
revolutionary fgrce; against the Nicaraguan Jewish eommunity. The ADL
recently stimflated a press econference at the WhiteHouse at which Pres-
ident R;;gen'condanned the PLO-Sandanista Bend, and the "antl-Semitic"
attitudes and “ehavior of the present regime.)
EACKGFOUND: AJC hae maintained quiet contaet with the Nicaraguan
gmbaaédbr,th the United Statee, as well ae with Nicaraguan Jews who have

remained as well as with thdsa who lcfft



B |
Thaaelare some of our present tentative conclusions: B
1) Moet of hhé Jews ﬁho fled Nicagagua fXedx d1d so lsse “ecause
of any manifaét anti-Semitism than ae a result of eing middle-eclaeas
and upper-c¢lass pecple who feared the economic congequénces of revolution-

aries »ent on nationalizing the enonomy. Theousands of‘Chriatlgna alse

fled for the same "class" reasons. In many cases, this situation ise

fiot unlike that of other Jewlsh communities in eimilar sooio-eeonomie
cireumgtanee who fled the Alienda regime in Chile, _ |

2) There was a apadial refolutionawy antagoniﬁm to these few Jewa
who were active supporters of the Somoza regime.

3) The synagogue in Managua was owned as "the orivate oroperty" of
two Nicagaguan Jews, and it was econfiscate® as sueh. It turns out that
Mr, Gorn and Mr, Stavitsky - who owned the ejnagﬁgue -~ are eharged with
“eing middlemen whe arranged the arms deals “etween Israel and the
Somoza regime, Gorn and Statissky ‘oth elalm that the Sandaniestas are
-antQ—Semitie and play down their arme involvement with Israel and Somoza.

4) The PLO-Sandanista connection is tight and poses a real pro-lem
in geo-political relationships. To the degree that the PLO officiale in
Nicaragua pusesh the "Zionism 1s racism”"line, there could “e a real issue
in such anti-Zionist polemioc feeds an anti-Jewish atmbahhere.

NOTE: The Nicaraguan Jews we have contacted male a dls&taétion

hetween antb-Semitism which they generally deny, and the anti-Israell

policies which they affirm as the stance of the Sandanistas.





