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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Draft Stafément on Anti Semitism in Eastern Europel
I

For more than 50 years, the Jews of the Soviet Union have
faced continuous and increasingly heavy pressures designed to
eliminate them as a distinct cultural and religious minnrity
within the USSR.

‘Although recognized as a nationality group, the 3 million
Jews of thé Soviét Union are consistently deprived 6f the basic
rights and bénefits which are granted to other ethnic minorities.
Religious and observént Jews remain without the basic insti-
tutions for education and the training of-leaders. Discrimination
in certain areas of employment, as well as restrictions in
éertain.spécialized‘institutions-of higher study, continues
today. Yet, despite the'handiénps undégiwhich théy live, Soviet

Jews have shown increasing signs that they are deslrous of main-

. .““-

talnlng their identity and culture and of re- establlshing their

own institutions.

We are alarmed at the current Moscow-inspired propaganda
campaign which depicts Jews as being part of an "international
conspiracy" directed against the Socialist world. The entire
litany of classical anti-Semitism has been revised, and the
discredited Trofim Kichko, the notorious anti-semitic propagandist,

has been brought into operation. The Soviet nress and radio
continue to depict Jewish behavior in a manner calculated to

discredit Jews and Jewish groups throughout the world.



II

In the past two years, anti-Semitic menifestations in some
communist countries of Eastern Europe have increased, as demon-
strated by the violence of spoken and written anti-Jewish
attadks, and by the purges of Jews at all levels of society.

Poland has obediently followed the Soviet anti-Jewish and
anti-Israel propaganda offensive, including the reproduction of
Russian- and Ukranién-language anti-Jewish pﬁblications. Polish
intellectuals and Jews remein threatened with resprisczls if they
show any support for Israel.

The public demonstrations which erupted more than a year
ago gave rise to an increased anti-Jewish offensive, manipulﬁted
for political reasons. "Polish citizens of Jewish‘origin“ or
‘Mzionist instigators" were singled out for résponéibility.
Hﬁndreds of officials, scholars and workers were purged solely
because they are Jews.

More alarming, a special anti-Jewish propaganda unit was
created which spewed forth materials meant to discredit Jewish:
history and Jewish life. Polish Jews therefore find it difficult
to remain as citizens in an environment msde hostile by official
action.

Since last August, when armies of five Warsaw Pact nations
invaded Czechoslovakia, "Zionist elements" continue to be blamed
by the Soviet, Polish and even the East German ﬁress for pro-

moting a "counter-revoluticn," which necessitated thair
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intervention. While the present'regime has resisted similar
tendencies, many Jews have lost their positions and fear has
caused thousands to fiee. As a result of new Soviet pressure,
restrictions against free expression and the second cancellation
of proposed celebrations for the millenium of Czech Jewish life

have heightened the sense of anxiety.

TTE

It is apparent that Moscow-inspired anti-Semitism is becoming
an integral part of the domestic and foreign policy of the Soviet
Union and several East European nations. The temper of the new
wave of énti-Jewish manifestations seems designed to obscure the
real internal problems besetting these Warsaw Pact nations.

All people of the world must awaken to the danger of the
use. of anti-Semitism as a weapon-of Soviet~-initiated policies to
suppress progressive and liberalizing forces in Warsaw Pact
nations.

We urge people and nations of differing ideological views
and social systems, and especially progressive and liberal ele-
ments, to'prevent this new expression of the old disease of anti-
Semitism from spreading. We seek a united front to bring
pressure which will restore the communal rights denied Soviet Jews
so they may live in dignity, or leave.

WALDORF ASTORIA HOTEL
May 18, 1969
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PROGRAM
SUNDAY MARCH 19

6:00 P.M.

DINNER AND.OPENING SESSION
Chairman:
Honorable R. SARGENT SHRIVER

GREETINGS :

Rev. DANIEL BARRETT, Interim Executlve Dlrector
Church Federatlon of Greater Chicago

Rev. EDWARD EGAN, Co-Chancellor, Archdiocese of Chlcago_

Rabbi MOSES MESCHELOFF Pre31dent Chicago Board of '
Rabbis ' : '

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES - .
Honorable CHARLES EVERS, Mayor Fayette,,Mississippi
Honorable RITA HAUSER, Unlted States Ambassador to

the United Nations Commission on Human Rights

MONDAY MARCH 20
9:00 ALM, - 12:00 Noon

INFORMATION AND PLANNING SESSION

- Chairman: _ _ . ;

WALTER T. HUBBARD, SR., Seattle, Washington -
Chairman of the Board, National Catholic Conference
for Interracial Justice -

DR. THOMAS E. BIRD, Director of the Scholars' Program,

- City University of New York (Queens) ; '

BERNARD GWERTZMAN, Diplomatic Correspondent,

The New York Tlmes - -

RICHARD MAASS, Chairman, Natlonal Conference on Sov1et

Jewry
12:00 Noon - 1:30 P.M.

LUNCHEON
Chairman: .
DR. ANDRE LACOCQUE Professor of 01d Testament
- Chicago Theological Seminary _

ADDRESS
Representative ROBERT F. DRINAN Member of Congress

Third District, Massachusetts
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Chairmen:

THOMAS H. GIBBONS, Officer, Federal Contract Compliance,
U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, D. C,
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Director, Project Awareness, Program Associate,
Houston Chapter, NCCJ

Rev, DAVID R. HUNTER, Deputy General Secretary,
National Council of Churches, New York, New York

RICHARD H. LEVIN, Chairman, Chicago Chapter, American
Jewish Committee, Chicago, Illinois

2:30 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

CONCLUDING PLENARY SESSION
Chairman: _
Sister MARGARET ELLEN TRAXLER, Executive Director,
National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice,
Chicago, Illinois

8:00 P.M.

INTERRELIGIOUS ASSEMBLY FOR SOVIET JEWRY
Auditorium - Holy Name Cathedral
Co-Sponsored by: National Interreligious Task Force

on Soviet Jewry and Chlcago Conference on Rellglon
and Race

Chairman:
Rabbi ERNST LORGE, President, Chlcago Conference on
Religion and Race
Most Reverend FULTDN J. SHEEN, Titular Archbishop of
; Newport
Rabbi MARC H. TANENBAUM, National Interrellglous Affairs
Director, American Jew:Lsh Committee
Rt. Rev, TIMOTHEos; Bishop of Rodostolou, Representing
His Eminence, Iakovos, Archbishop of the Greek
Orthodox Archdlocese of North and South America
Dr. CYNTHIA C. WEDEL, President, National Counc11 of
Churches
Rev., Dr. M. L. WILSON, Chairman, National Committee of
Black Churchmen '
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THE NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATION ON SOVIET JEWRY

The National Interreligious Consultation on Soviet Jewry,
held in Chicago March 19-20, was an unprecedented gathering of
the nation's major Roman Catholic, Protestant, Greek Orthodox,
Evangelical, and Jewish religious and civic leadership.

The Consultation grew out of a long relationship between the
National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice and the
Interreligious Affairs Department and the Chicago regional office
of the American Jewish Committee. .

Several months ago Sister Margaret Ellen Traxler, Executive
Director of the NCCIJ, convened a group of leading Christians to
discuss the need to sensitize and inform the Christian community
concerning the problem of Soviet Jewry. National and regional
AJC staff were invited to the discussion, and at this meeting
plans were laid for the National Interreligious Consultation.

A Staff Task Force spent several months working with the
planning group to develop the Consultation Program and to coordi-
nate the details of a major national meeting. Ambassador Sargent
Shriver agreed to serve as honorary national chairman, and requests
for sponsorship sent over his name resulted in a roster of more
than 40 prominent Americans, representing all shades of political
opinion, government, the arts, education, sports and entertainment.

The Consultation succeeded in bringing_togethér_some 165 key
institutional and academic personalities who met for a day-and-a-
half at the University of Chicago. -

By all standards, the Consultation was a landmark achievement,
with some observers characterizing it as '"a turning point'" in
building an interreligious coalition in support of Soviet Jewry
and other groups in Russia.

The opening session featured a policy declaration of President
Nixon's administration in support of the human rights of Soviet Jewry,
including their right to emigrate to Israel. The policy statement
which Mrs. Rita Hauser, former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N., Humen
Rights Commission and now vice-chairman of the campaign for the re-
‘election of President Nixon, delivered was cleared with the White
House and State Department., Mrs. Hauser expressed the commitment
of the Administration to continue 'pressing the Soviet Government
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to let emigrate all those Jews who seek to leave on fair and
humane terms.' Ambassador Hauser also indicated that the U,S,
government has aided Israel in the last fiscal year in the amount
of 500 million dollars, and that "a substantial portion of this
aid has been utilized for refugee resettlement,'" including Soviet
Jews ., - '

Mayor Charles Evers of Fayette, Miss., the first black to be
elected mayor in a Southern city, declared that "it will be a
disgrace if President Nixon on his forthcoming visit to the Soviet
Union does not tell the Russian authorities to 'let the Jewish
people go.'" 1In a moving address, Mayor Evers added, "I am here,
all of you are here, because we care. I am proud to be a part of
ending this oppression. I am also here because as one who remembers
the Jewish participation in the Mississippi civil rights struggle,
I do not forget those who helped me." Mr. Shlomo Shoham, a Soviet
Jewish emigre who served for seven years in the Red Army and was
interned in a labor camp from which he escaped through Siberia in
order to reach Israel, told the conference how important it was
that Christian voices speak out in behalf of Soviet Jewry.

Several U.S., Congressmen who had sponsored legislation for
increased economic aid to Israel as well as to provide visas for
Russian Jews who sought entrance to the United States were in
attendance at this dinner meeting.

The opening session on the following morning featured presenta-
tions by Professor Thomas Bird, Director of the Scholars Program at
the City University of New York; Richard Maass, president of the
National Conference on Soviet Jews and former AJC Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman; and Bernard Gwertzman, diplomatic correspondent
of The New York Times. Professor Bird, who is an authority on
Slavic culture and on religion in the Soviet Union, presented a
detailed analysis of the situation of various Christian and Muslim
religious communities and contrasted the inferior status of the
Jewish people and Judaism. Mr. Maass gave an informed account of
the present discriminations against Soviet Jewry. Mr. Gwertzman
recalled some of his personal and poignant experiences while he
served as correspondent for The New York Times in Moscow. A
lengthy question and answer period served to inform the delegates
and to sensitize them to the issues about which they had previously
only the skimpiest information.
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The next major highlight of the conference was a stirring
address by Congressman Robert Drinan, the first Jesuit priest
to serve in Congress. Father Drinan urged "American Christians
to be aroused at the injustices being inflicted on persons of
the Jewish faith in Russia and called on American Christians to
urge President Nixon to champion the cause of Soviet Jeéws when
the President visits the Soviet Union in May." The Congressman
also urged the Congress to enact the Soviet-Jewish Assistance Act
of 1972 (HR 13002) which, he stated, was ''absolutely essential if
the United States is to help Israel with its most recent problems."
Representative Robert Drinan electrified the assembly by announcing
he would go to Israel in May, as a consultant to the Task Force,
to talk with Soviet Jews who emigrated there.

A series of workshops were held during the afternoon that were
- devoted to brainstorming as to how Christians and Jews could
mobilize more effectively their constituencies in support of the

~ cause of Soviet Jewry. A complete report on the recommendations

for follow-up follows, but these are several of the major recom-
mendations which were voted unanimously by the conference delegates:

* An 1nterreligious delegation should meet with President
Nixon as early as possible to ask for his intercession with Soviet
leaders on behalf of oppressed Soviet Jews when he visits Moscow
in May. : _

% An interreligious delegation is to be sent to the Soviet
Union to seek to visit political prisoners there.

: * A permanent National Interreligious Secretariat on Soviet
Jewry is to be established for the purpose of coordinating national
and international programs. ;

*,A'National Consultation on Soviet Jewry is to be held within
a year.

* Regional and local consultation modeled on this natlonal
conference are to be held within the coming year.

~ % The '"Statement of Conscience' adopted unanimously by the
conference is to be made available to all Christian and Jewish
leadership throughout the country. (Copy of statement attached).
Religious leaders will be asked to use this Statement of Conscience
in connection with nation-wide observances of "Solidarity Day" on
April 30. '



It was agreed that the four conference co-chairmen - Sister
Traxler, Professor LaCocque, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum and the Rev.
Robert Stephanopoulos will make available a report on the conference
‘proceedings that will include all the major recommendations voted
by the delegates.

The climax of the conference was an Interreligious Assembly
which was held Monday evening in the auditorium of the Holy Name
Cathedral, which Cardinal Cody graciously made available to the
sponsors. The Assembly featured talks by such prominent religious
leaders as Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen; Rabbi Tanenbaum; Dr. M.L.
Wilson, president of the National Committee of Black Churchmen;
Dr. Cynthia Wedel, president of the National Council of Churches;
and Dean Emanuel Vergis, representing Archbishop Iakovos of the
Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America. Archbishop
-Sheen set the keynote for the packed assembly in declaring, "Every
man has two or three critical moments in his life when he can save
his soul. President Nixon had one such moment in China, and will
have another like moment when he visits Russia. May the God of
love inspire our President to plead for all the persecuted people
in Russia even as we raise our voices against the persecution of
the Russian Jews and other religious groups.'" The assembly con-
cluded with the entire audience of about 700 people rising to their
feet to signify their adoption of the Statement of Conscience. The
interreligious assembly was preceded by a torchlight procession
through the streets of Chicago. The enthusiastic, almost revival
meeting atmosphere, was generated by freedom songs sung by a black
Gospel choir and by Russian and Hebrew songs sung by the Soviet
Jewish Caravan Group.

In evaluating the success of this "largest national inter-
religious assembly ever held for the cause of Soviet Jewry'"
(Religious News Service) it is evident that its primary importance
derives from its obvious impact on the hundreds of religious leaders
who were exposed to the problem. Beyond that, the extraordinary
coverage in the press, radio and television in terms of communi-
cating the message of Soviet Jewry and other deprived groups to
public opinion and to political circles must be regarded an in-
calculable, Not only were major stories carried by The New York
Times, all the Chicago newspapers, the Associated Press, the United
Press, Religious News Service, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, National
Catholic News Service, but was reported as well in Russian to the
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Soviet Union by the Voice of America, Radio Liberty, and Kol Yisroel.
With such an auspicious start, an enormous area has been opened for
further program development which hopefully will constitute a

‘major contribution to assuring the human rights of Soviet Jewry

and all deprived religious and mationality groups.



United States
of America

s

Congressional Record

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 92d CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 118

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, MARCH 27, 1972

House of Represenmtz'ves

CONSULTATION ON BOVIET JEWRY

HON. ROBERT F. DRINAN
OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 27, 1972

Mr. DRINAN. Mr. Speaker, I attach
herewith an extraordinary and most im-
portant statement issued by the National
Interreligious Consultation on BSoviet
Jewry that met in Chicago on March
19-20, 1972.

This statement of conscience was is-

sued from a very broadbased group made

up of representatives of every religious

denomination in the United States.
The statement follows:

STATEMENT oF CONSCIENCE OF THE NATIONAL
INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATION ON SOVIET
Jewrny, MarcH 20, 1972, CHIcaco, ILL.
“Thou shalt not stand idly by while the

blood of thy brother cries out to thee from

the earth.” .
“Let justice roll down as the waters, and

righteousness as a mighty stream.” .

The Natlonal Interreligious Comnsultation

on Soviet Jewry, meeting In unprecedented '

deliberation on March 19 and 20 in Chicago,
Illinois, calls upon the conscience of man=-
kind to make known its profound concern
about the continued denial of the free ex-
ercise of religion, the viclation of the right
to emigrate, and other human rights of the
3 mlllion Jewish people of the Soviet Union
and of other deprived groups and nation-
alities,

For belleving Christlans and Jews, the
denial of the spiritual nature of man and
his right to nurture and to perpetuate the
spliritual life 1s to deny the creative power of
God in whose image He made man. The dis-
erimination aga!nst the Jews by the Soviet
Union glves us all reason to believe that,
under the pretext of belng ant!-Zionist, it is
the very contribution of the Jews to human=-
ity which is under attack. It is precisely the
Jewish testimony in the world that man’s
identity and freedom are not granted pri-
marily by any state gr constitution but are
found in the nature of man himself. That is
why each human being is threstened in his
fundamental right to freedom of consclence
when the Jews are persecuted. .

Realizing our own fallures in racism and
in other areas of human rights, we never-
theless cannot remaln silent as long as the
Boviet Unlon continues to hamper or stran-
gle the spiritual and cultural life of the
Jewish people through extreme and special
acts of discrimination. We appeal to the

Boviet authorities to grant religious rights

. to Russian Jewry—the establishment of re-

ligious, educational, and ecumltural institu-
tions for the perpetuation of Judalsm and
Jewish culture; the lifting of the prohibitions
against publishing Hebrew Bibles and pray-
erbooks and the production of religious arti-
cles; the permission to traln rabbis and
Jewish teachers both in Russia and in,

seminaries abroad, the creation of a repre-
sentative body of Soviet Jewry with freedom
to communicate and associate with their co-
religlonlste abroad.

We appeal to the Soviet authorities—let
them live as Jews or let them leave to be
Jews. This consultation Is gratified to know
that the Boviet government has heard the
pleas of millions In many lands and has per-
mitted several thousands of Jews to leave
the country for Israel and eisewhere. We urge
the Soviet authorities to relent, and to con-
tinue to allow the thousands of others who
have sought exit visas to emigrate to the
countries of thelr cholce—which is their right

- under the United Natlons Declaration.

This consultation Is deeply disturbed by
the reports of growing acts of harassment,
intimidation, arbitrary arrests, and confine-
ment of Jews and dissenters to mental in-

. stitutions. We appeal to the Soviet govern-

ment to end this policy of wanton oppression
and fear.

Ths consultation protests agalnst the con-
tinued Imprisonment under ruthless condi-
tions of prisoners of consclence—Jewlsh and
non-Jewlsh—and we urge that they be re-
leased and be shown clemency.

This consultation protests agalnst the gov-
ernment sponsored campaign of anti-Semitic
and anti-Zlonist propaganda which constit-
uents an incitement to hatred and violence
in contravention of the United Natlons
Declaration on Human Rights.

This consultation resolves to commit {tself
to a program of continuous watchfulness and
unrelenting efforts in demanding and in
ohmcﬂonlng freedom for all of Soviet Jewry,
of Istlans, and of intellectuals—of aill
who suffer for their courage and their strug-
gle for human dignity. -

-This Natlonal Interreligious Consultation
on Soviet Jewry consisting of Protestants,
Roman Cathollics, Eastern Orthodox, and
Jews, authorizes a direct appeal to President
Nixon, as the representative of the American
people, to convey in clear and forthright
terms to the Soviet authorities during their
forthcoming conversations in Moscow the ex-
pectation of the American people—Christians
and Jews, black and white, Liberal and con-
servative—that these discriminations and
denials of Soviet Jewry and others be stopped
now, and that fundamental humean rights be
granted—now. We seek the relaxation of In-
ternational tensions and confilcts between
the United States and the Soviet Unlon, and
the surest test of the genuineness of the
commitment of Soviet authorities to the
cause of universal peace and justice is the
granting of justice and freedom to the Jews
and other deprived religlous groups and
nationalities,

No. 47
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REACTIONS:

A SAMPLING

THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 1972

By ELEANOR BLAU
Special to The New York Times

CHICAGO, March 20 — An
interfaith consultation on So-
viet Jewry, described as the
first of its kind in this coun-
try, established a permanent
secretariat today to mount
pressure against what it called
“extreme and special acts of
discrimination” against Jewsin
the Soviet Union.

It also adopted a statement
calling on President Nixon to
speak on behalf of Soviet Jews
during his visit to Moscow in

of the meeting in the Univer-

Continuing Education. the con-
ference called on “the con-
science of mankind to make
known its profound concern
about the continued denial of
the free exercise of religion,
the violation of the right to
immigrate, and other human
rights of the three million Jew-
ish people in the Soviet Union
and of other deprived religious
groups and nationalities.”

Drinan Exhorts Nixon

Earlier in the day, a Roman

May.
On the second and final day
sity of Chicage's Center for

Nixon Asked to Plea dfor Soviet | ews

United Press Internaticmal
Representative Robert F.
Drinan accused Admin-
istration of “default” on
concern for Soviet Jews.

recently
regulations for Jews.
Father Drinan cited the eas-

example of the impact of world
opinion on Soviet action.

‘| America is hardly an encourag-

eased Soviet visa

ing of the regulations as an

second and final day of the
conference, held at the Univer-
sity of Chicago's Center for
Continuing Education. He told
165 civic and religious lead-
ers:

“The relatively small amount
of assistance extended to Is-
rael over the past generation by
the Christians of Europe and

ing demonstration of the soli-
darity which should exist be-
tween all of those who worship
the God of Abraham, of lasac
and of Jacob.”

Father Drinan also announced)
that he would go to Israel on
a fact-finding trip, probably
late in May, at the invitation
of conference sponsors.

" Mayor Evers Heard

In & keynote address yester-
day, Mayor Charles Evers of
Fayette, Miss., called on blacks
and Jews to “join hands” to
rl‘l,gl:t racism wherever it occars,

Denouncing the exclusion of
whites at the recent black polit-
ical caucus in Gary, Ind., Mayor
Evers declared that he would
not be part of any group that
preaches ;acism, “whether black

J

Catholic priest who is a United
States Representative from
Massachusetts sald American|
Christians in particular should
urge Mr. Nixon to speak out
on the issue during his Mos-
cow talks. .
The priest, Representative
Robert F. Drinan, Democrat,
also urged passage of proposed
legislation to give Israel $85-
million.
He said the sum would help
Israel absorb 40,000 immi-
ts who, he said, are ex-
pected to arrive there from the
Soviet Union in 1972 under the
e————————————————

Yesterday, Rita Hauser, a vice
chairman of President Nixon's
re-election campaign and for-
mer United States representa-
tive on the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights, said
the Administration had “re-
sponded generously to the pres-
sing needs of Israel” and “in-
tends to keep this commitmen

But Father Drinan accused
the Administrative of “default”
Nixon’s pre-election promises t
rally world concern for the cul-
tural and religious freedom of
Soviet Jews.

Father Drinan spoke on the

or white.

He said that separatism
meant “no education, no par-
ticipation in city government,
poor black mothers
and ironing, and City Halls con-
trolled by mean white folks.”

Mayor Evers said the caucus
had given President Nixon a
|*“green light” to oppose busing
on the ground that “black folks
don't want it either.”

Citing country clubs that ad-
mit Jews only, Mr. Evers said,
“We've got to be very careful
that once we're free, we don't
become oppressors ourselves.
We blacks have got to remem-i
ber the same thing.”

1




Chicago Tribune, Monday, March 20, 1872
7y e T - —— i

° ] = Mits Neviet Attitude |
More Ald “The plight of any ane Jew !

' or groups of Jews liviag in the |

Urged for | o5 o s s |
Russ Jews

Jeuders,” suid Mrs. [Hauoser, |
vice chairman of President Nix- -

An appeal was made last
night to both the United States

on's reclection campaign. - |
government and lo citizens to

Ars. Hauser said Jews in the |
Soviet Union are subject to of-'
ficial suspicion because “it is |
clear that the vast majorily of |
continue efforts to aid Sovict| | Sovict Jews scek emigration-to .-
Jews. ILcame at a mecting of | | Isracl ™ .
the National Interreligious Con- Sbe indicated that the plight -
sultation on Soviet Jewry, held | | of the Sovict Jew has lessencd |
in the University of Chicago's | : in recent months, with greater |
Center for Continuing Educa-| || numbers of Jewish families be-
tion. : "i ing granted permission by the
Jewish appeals of a different ' Russian government to eﬁ-
gort were occurring simultane- | , grate. A great deal of the im-
ously at the Palmer House,| . provement, she said, can be
where the Israel Bond Inaugur- | B credited to the Nixon admio-
al Banquct brought more than |  istration’s repeated _insistence
1.000 persons into the botel's that Soviet Jewry be allowed
Grand Balireom to hear Teddy | = to follow ils desire 1o leave the
Kollek, mayor of Jerusalem,| '+ U.S.S. R.
discuss the Middle East situa- siill Sees Problems
aon; ‘But cases of families being !
Also atye “Degtuct-git ook separated by the Soviet gov-|
. County Sheriff Richard Elrod: 1. orpment’s decision to allow ouly
was installed as general chair. some members . to depart, and |
man of the 1972 Israel Bond | ' he financial fax placed on
campaign, to raise $30 million| . pany of those emigrating,
% create further problems which
‘. must be solved, she said.
: Mres. Hauser noted a rebirth

Tells U. S. Aims
Keymote speakers at the inter-

. religious meeting were Charles
Evers, black mayor of Fay-
ette, Miss., and Mrs. Rita Hau-
ser, former United States mem-
ber of the United Nations Com-
mission on Iluman Rights.

Mrs. Hauser told the assem-

bly that the “horrors sct upon! -

the Jews of Europe but 40 years
ago” should be remembered in
spurring this pation on to great-
er and continued efforts to help
the emigration of Jews wanting
to leave the Soviet Union.

She told the group of almost
200 religious leaders, représent-
ing Jewish, Protestant, -and
Catholic groups, that the Nix-
on administration is *‘pressing|
thc Soviel government to let
emigrate all those Jews who

seek lo leave, on fair and hu-
mane lerms.”

pa—— S L

- . said the identity of those of the |°

.| problem of a beleaguered mi-

of Jewish consciousness among
the Jews in Russia since the
six-day lsraeli war of 1967 and

Jewish faith in Russiagmust be

reserved.
_p “It's is. my firm belief that

American response. both gov- |
| cramental and private, to the

pority has been magnificent.
| This commitment ) is grounded
in our history and in the knqwl-
odge that systematic depriva-
tion of human rights anywhere
poses a threat to all of us,”
she said,

i
|
|
1
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Nixon campaign aide praises Soviet Jews' courage

By Roy Larson

A high-ranking member of
President Nixon's campaign
staff said Sunday that cou-
ragecus Soviet Jews have
“produced an  extraordinary
ctvil rights movement utterly
unthinkahle in the Soviet
Union a decade ago."

Rita E. Hauser, addressing a
National Consultation on So-
viet Jewry at the University of
Chicago, hailed the audacity of
*those who have risked severe
penalries by sltting-in and hun-
g e r-striking throughout the
USSR.”

Such acts of protest, she
stated, have stemmed from

the Sovier govenunent's offi-
cial policy which *‘denles So-
viet Jews the opportunity and
means to preserve their cultur-
al and religious identity.”
Keynoie speech

Mrs. Hauser keynoted the
consultation’g opening banquet
atiended by 165 Protestant, Or-
thodox, Roman Catholic and
Jewish religious leaders.

After heading the woman’s
division of the 1968 Nixon cam-

palgn staff, Mrs. Hauser was
appointed U.S. ambassafior to
the United Nations Commis-'
sion on Human Rights, She
served in that post until Febru-
ary when she resigned to par-
ricipate in the President’s
drive for re-election.
‘Raclam hit by Evers

A second keynoter, Charles
Evers, the black mayor of Fa-
yette, Miss., strongly con-
demned all forms of racism
and separatism. "'l don't want

to be a part of any group that
preaches racism or hatred,”
he said. .

Blacks need whites and
whites need blacks, he as-
serted, and "‘all the minorities,
the mistreated, aclually are
the majority if we could all

" join together.”

A member of the Democrat-
ic National Committee, Evers
took issue with stands taken at
the National Black Political
Convention in Gary. ““When we

said in Gary that black rolks
are opposed to- busing,” he
stated, “we pave Nizxon the
green light for his own antibus-
ing program.”

The interfaith consultation
will end Monday with a 7:30
p.m. torchlight procession
from the Cathedral of St.
James at Wabash and Huron
to Holy Name Cathedral at
State and Superior, where a
religious assembly will start at
8p.m.
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Interfait

By Roy Larson

Christlans joined Jews Mon-
day in creating a new natlonal
arganization to champion the
Caise of Soviet Jews.

The structure of the inter-
faith body — tentatively titled
the National Interreligious
Task Force on Soviet Jewry —
was hammered out during the
closing session of a two-day
national consultation at the
University of Chicago.

REP. ROBERT F. DRINAN of Massachusetts, left,
the only Catholic priest in Congress, discusses the ad-
dress he delivered to the National Interreligious Con-
sultation on Soviet Jewry in Chicago with two co-

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
national interreligious affairs
director of the American Jew-
ish Committee, sald at a press
conferencethat in recent
months Christiens have re-
sponded sensitively to the
plight of oppressed Soylet
Jews but the response has ten-
ded to be *‘episodic and ad
hoc.”

The new organizatlon, he in-
dicated, should provide Protes-
tant, Roman Catholic and Or-

chairmen of the Consultation. From left are: Rabbi

thodox Christians with the
means for making a more sus-
tained response.

The twoday consultation
brought together 165 Christian
and Jewish leaders.

Sister Margaret Ellen Trax-
ler, executive director of the
Natlonal Catholic Conference
for Interracial Justice and a
national co-chairman of the
consultation, sald the Chicago
gathering will serve as a mod-
el for similar interfaith con-
sultations in key citles
throughout the country.

At lunch the consultanta
heard Rep. Robert F. Drinan
(D-Mass.) urge support for a
congressional
$85 million
funds to help Israel assimilate
the 40,000 Soviet Jews ex-
pected to go there this year.

Other speakers stressed that
President Nixon, .during his
May trip to Moscow, should

sifs

back Soviet Jews |

apply pressure on Soviet lead-
ers to let more Jews emigrate
and to grant full rights to those

Jews who chose to remain In
the Soviet Union.

bill providing
In government

1
|
|

Portland, Oregon
Catholic Sentinel
(Cir. W-19,082)

MAR 3 1 ®B72

Marc H. Tanenbaum, national interreligious affairs
director of the American Jewish Committee; and Sis-
ter Margaret Ellen Traxler, executive director of the
National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice.
(Religious News Service Photo)
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Delegation To Visit USSR Prisoners

INTERRELIGIOUS AGENCY URGES NIXON
PLEA FOR JEWS IN RUSSIA

By Religious News Service (3-22-72)

CHICAGO (RNS) =-- The largest national interreligious assembly ever
held for the cause of Soviet Jewry concluded two days of deliberations
here with an appeal to President Nixon to intercede with Soviet leaders
on behalf of oppressed Soviet Jews when he visits Moscow in May.

Leaders of the National Interreligious Consultation on Soviet Jewry
also agreed to form a permanent National Interreligious Secretariat on
Soviet Jewry, to seek a meeting with President Nixion to present him
with a Statement of Conscience, and to send an interreligious delegation
to the Soviet,Uniqg to seek to visit political prisoners there.

About 500 people assembled in the auditorium of Holy Name Cathedral
here to participate in an ecumenical service at the close of the conference
on March 20,

They were addressed by such prominent religious leaders as Archbishop
"Fulton J. Sheen, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Dr. M. L. Wllson, Dr. Cynthia
Wedel, and Dean Emanuel Vergis.

Archbishop Sheen, former bishop of Rochester, N.Y. and now titular
archbishop of Newport, declared, "Every man has two or three critiecal
moments in his life when he can save his soul. President Nixon had one
such moment in China, and will have another like moment when he visits
Russia. May the God of love inspire our President to plead for all the
persecuted people in Russia even as we raise our voices against the
persecution of the Russian Jews and other religious groups."

He added, "God is protesting. That's why we're here...to express
the pain of God."

Rabbi Tanenbaum, national interreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee, asserted, ''Jews cry out today in the Soviet
Union, 'Let us live as Jews or let us leave to be Jews.' As the
President leaves for Moscow, we demand that the issue of the Soviet
Jews be put on the agenda for discussion with Soviet officials."

Representing the National Committee of Black Churchmen, of which
he is chairman, Dr. Wilson said it was fitting for a member of America's
largest minority to voice concern for Soviet Jews.

"If we are not willing to lay ourselves on the line for these people,"”
he maintained, "we are mnot ready to help ourselves. -All of us are God's
children or none of us are God's children.' -

(more)
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Dr. Wilson recalled that in 1963, Chicago had been the site of
the National Conference on Religion and Race. 'At that gathering,
some 650 delegates from different religious groups unanimously
adopted an "Appeal to the Conscience of the American People' describing
racism as '"our most serious domestic evil."

Black opinion on the cause of Soviet Jewry had been voiced earlier
during the convention by Mayor Charles Evers of Fayette, Miss., who
said, "I can't forget that Jews came to MlSSLSSlpp; to help in the
civil rights struggle. He asserted that 'Jjews and blacks have been
victims of the worst racism in the world."

The National Conference on Religion and Race was also referred to
by Dr. Wedel, president of the National Council of Churehes.'

: Speaking in behalf of the ecumenical organization, she declared,
"Protestants should have a special feeling for the subject of the
persecution of Soviet Jews. We must remember our Jewish forefathers.

-~ 'The Lord we serve lived and died a Jew. We can never see a Jew suffer

without .saying, 'This is our brother.' We, as Protestants, understand
those who seek religious freedom because our ancestors came to America
to find religious freedom."

Representing Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of North and South America, Dean Vergis of the Orthodox Archdiocese of
Chicago identified Eastern Orthodoxy with the Jews in the Soviet Union.

He suggested that the Russian Orthodox Church is suffering a more
subtle but just as deadly oppression as the Jews, "underground" Baptists,
and other religious mlnorlties in the Soviet Union.

" "What they (Russian Orthodox leaders) say and what they have not
said" provides the evidence for suspicion that the Church is under
state control "more deadly than the effect of the sword and the boot
of any conqueror of the past,'" he said.

In a Statement of Comscience issued by the more than 150 religious
leaders taking part, the Consultation declared: .

"The discrimination against the Jews by the Soviet Union gives us
all reason to believe that, under the pretext of being anti-Zionist,
it is the very contribution of the Jews to humanity which .is under
attack. It is precisely the Jewish testimony in the world that man's
identity and freedom are not granted primarily by any state or con-

- stitution but are found in the nature of man himself. That is why
each human being is threatened in his fundamental right to freedom
of conscience when the Jews are persecuted "

(more)
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It went on to say that while the participants in the Consultation
realize "our own failures In racism and in other areas of human rights,
nevertheless they '"cannot remain silent as long as the Soviet Union
continues to hamper or strangle the spiritual and cultural life of the
Jewish people through extreme and special acts of discrimination." '

The document enumerated these acts, which were said to include "the
government sponsored campaign of anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist propaganda
which constitutes an incitement to hatred and violence in contravention
of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights."

In conclusion, the manifesto authorized "a direct appeal to President
Nixon, as the representative of the American people, to convey in clear
and forthright terms to the Soviet authorities during their forthcoming
conversations in Moscow the expectation of the American people =-- Christians
and Jews, black and white, liberal and conservative =- that these discrimin-
ations and denials of Soviet Jewry and others be stopped now, and that
fundamental human rights be granted -- now,

"We seek the relaxation of internationdl tensions and conflicts between
the United States and the Soviet Union, and the surest test of the genuine-
ness of the commitment of Soviet authorities to the cause of universal
peace and justice is the granting of justice and freedom to the Jews and
other deprived religious groups and nationalities."

Rabbi Tanenbaum and Father Robert F. Driman, the only Catholic priest
in the U.S. House of Representatives, will be among an interreligious
delegation to the Soviet Union with a special charge to seek to visit
the political prisoners there. The other members of the delegation will
be chosen by the permanent National Interreligious Secretariat on Soviet
Jewry which was set up at the convention.

Chicago's anan Catholic archdiocese, in cooperation with the Chicago
Conference on Religion and Race, hosted the ecumenical service at Holy
Name Cathedral. Cardinal John Cody, in Rome for meetings at the Vatican,
sent a telegram to the consultation expressing his "prayerful best wishes
for success of your most important work."

The service was preceded by a torchlight procession through the
streets of Chicago. Music included Gospel songs led by a black singer
and Hebrew songs sung by a group of children.

(more)
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In addition to Rabbi Tanenbaum, the co-chairman of the National
Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry that sponsored the consultation
were Sister Margaret Ellen Traxler, executive director of the National
Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice and president of the National
Coalition of American Nuns, Dr. Andre LaCocque, professor of 0ld Testament
at Chicago Theological Seminary; and the Rev. Robert C. Stephanopolous,
director of inter=-church affairs for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
North and South America.

R. Sargent Shriver, former U.S. ambassador to France, was honorary
chairman of the conference, but was unable to attend because of a
commitment in France.
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THE NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATION ON SOVIET JEWRY

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FOLLOW-UP

The "work" of the conference was done by four workshops headed
by Sister Ann Gillen, executive secretary of the Natiomal Coalition
of American Nuns; Thomas Gibbons, Officer, Federal Contract Com-
pliance, U.S, Department of Labor; Rev. David R, Hunter, Deputy
General Secretary, National Council of Churches; and Richard H. Levin,
Chairman, Chicago Chapter, American Jewish Committee. These recom-
mendations for implementation were adopted unanimously at the plenary
session whose chairman was Sister Margaret Ellen Traxler, executive
- director, National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice.

. The prdpoéals for follow-up fell into three major categories:
A. Special Projects
B. Institutions and Structureé
C. Information and Communications.

A. Special Projects: For immediate implementation

(1) The conference proposed that a high level interreligious
delegation be appointed by the co-chairmen to meet with President
Nixon before he leaves for the Soviet Union in mid-May. The dele-
gation is authorized to present the 'Statement of Conscience'" to the
President and to discuss with him how to best assure that America's
concern over the human rights of Soviet Jewry and other groups are
communicated effectively to Moscow. (Advice should be sought from
the Appeal to Conscience Foundation and from the National Conference
on Soviet Jewry.)

(2) An interreligious delegation is authorized to undertake a
mission to the Soviet Union. It should seek permission to visit
political prisoners in the USSR.

(3) Conference delegates should seek to introduce this human
rights issue into the political debate of 1972.

(4) Copies of the '"Statement of Conscience'" should be sent to
leaders of all Christian denominations, to authorities of the Soviet
Union, the United ‘Nations, the United States Government, to both
political parties, and to heads of communist governments and commun-
ist parties in other parts of the world.




(5) Christians and Jews should be asked to participate fully
in the "National Solidarity Day' observance on April 30. Adult and
youth groups should be encouraged to take an active part. Delegates
declare that a Christian witness is essential to making an impact
on Soviet authorities. In giving maximum possible support to the cause
of Soviet Jews, American people need to be informed that this would:
have constructive impact on the situation of other Soviet minorities,
such as, Lithuanian Catholics, dissident Baptists, Jehovah Witnesses,
etc. : : : ; '

(6) The 45 Methodist bishops, as an example, should communicate
the sense of this conference to the USSR. They should seek to com-
municate with individual Russian Jews. Names and addresses will be
provided by the conference sponsors.

(7) Délegates should make individual ﬁeleﬁhone calls to
Russian Jews. Names and telephone numbers will be provided by conference
Sponsors. : : : = '

(8) Local interreligious commissions should be established.
Personal involvement is necessary. Local and regional interreligious
meetings based on the model of this national conference should be
organized for local involvement.

(9) Church groups should be encouragedtto organize visits
to the USSR. Information about such visits should be shared in
~advance with the conference Secretariat.

(10) A similar National Interreligious Conference should be
held next year. Consideration should be given to organizing an
interreligious coalition on human rights.

(11) With large numbers of young people travelling to' the
Soviet Union, plans should be made for briefing them on these human
rights issues before their departure. -

(12) Efforts should be made to introduce YlddiSh broadcasts
over the Voice of America.

(13) A mission should be undertaken to 1nterpret this cause to
the Ukranians in the U.S.A. and Canada in view of the hlgh level of
anti- Semltlsm both here and in Ru551a .



B. Institutions and Structures

(1) The conference authorized the setting up of a permanent
Interreligious Secretariat on Soviet Jewry.

(2) The Secretariat should seek to organize a network of
people in each community around the country. A mailing list should
be established of key 1nterreligious leadership.

(3) The Secretariat should relate to maJor Christian and JeW1sh
structures and officials.

(4) Programming should be undertaken w1th national mens and
womens organizations.

(5) The American Jewish Committee should be encouraged to help
convene interreligious bodies in other cities in active cooperation
with Christian leaders. Greater use should be made of existing local
interreligious committees.

(6) Contact should be established with the Students Struggle
for Soviet Jewry, especially for resource people for regional and
local meetlngs. -

(7) The Secretariat should expand communication Wlth influential,
leaders around the country.

(8) The Secretariat should relate to other Chrlstlan and Jewish
groups in countries overseas. ;

(9) In particular, effective communication should be established
with the Vatican (Secretariat of State, Justice & Peace, etc.), World
Council of Churches, World Baptist Alliance, World Presbyterian
Alliance.

(10) Interreligious women's programs should be undertaken with
Church Women United, WICS (as in Chicago) and Jewish women's groups,
National Committee of Negro Women.

(11) A meeting with American blacks on Soviet Jewry should
be considered (11 black leaders joined as sponsors of this conference),
also Cesar Chavez; also Rep. Badillo.

(12) This issue should be made a priority concern in the
various councils of churches - national, regional and local. Efforts
should be made to involve them in Solldarity Day Observances.
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(13) Denomlnatlonal leaders should be 1nvolved in 1nterre11gious
efforts

(14) Catholic Caucus - Catholic members at conference. indicated.
need to communicate on all levels of Catholic Church sense of
special urgency to relieve oppression of Soviet Jews. They indicated
plans to contact the Apostolic Nuncio; Vatican off1c1als, Cardinal
Krol and other leaders of U.S. Cathollc hierarchy. =

(15) External groups - Conference resolved to communlcate with
- Amnesty Internatlonal and w1th UN Comm1551on on Human nghts.

(16) Proposal was made to develop more skillful political
strategies based on an incisive understanding of Soviet dynamics.
Shared conviction that "what we do can have effect"

C. Information and Communication

On assumptions that "Christians are painfully unaware of the
-oppression of Soviet Jews or faintly aware,'" the conference agreed
on the need for greater dissemination of information to their
constituencies. To meet this need the following proposals were
offered: -

(1) The preparation of an information-data sheet on the
situation of religions in Russia, emphasizing the special
character of the problems of Soviet Jewry. :

(2) Distrlbutlng the petltlons of Jewish groups among Christian
bodies. :

(3) The setting up of a hot-line to provide "instant information."

(4) The writing of artlcles by Chrlstlans in denomlnatlonal
and local publications.

(5) Sendlng press releases regularly to the denom1nat10na1
publications.

(6) Setting uo a complete list of addresses of conference
delegates and their constituencies for regular mailings.

(7) Publication of a newsletter on Soviet Jewry; the Sisters



Coalition indicated that they would begin to include information
about Soviet Jewry in their own newsletter.

(8) The introduction of the issue of Soviet Jewry in national
and local religious radio and TV, and the use of interfaith media.

(9) Preparing and distributing bumper stickers demonstrating
interreligious concern.

* 1In general, the conference'delegates agreed on the need to
implement as much of this program as possible both on a national
scale as well as '"doing it back home." ;
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SOLIDARITY WITH SOVIET JEWRY
PLEDGED BY CHRISTIAN LEADERS

By Religious News Service (4-24-72)

NEW YORK (RNS) =-- The observance of National Solidarity Day
for Soviet Jews on April 30 has drawn support from a number of
Christian leaders.

Bishop Joseph I.. Bernardin, general secretary of the U.S. Catholic
Conference, said the observance ''draws United States Christians and
Jews into even closer fellowship, in the knowledge that Soviet restric-
tion of religious and civil liberties extends not only to Jews but to
Christians as well." :

Citing the recent petition of 17,000 Lithuanian Catholics
protesting the suppression of their religious rights, he declared,
"Truly, when government is bent on denying fundamental religious
liberties to any group, none is safe and all must join in protest."

The Solidarity Day observance is being sponsored by the National
Council for Soviet Jewry, and is intended to bring together Jews and
other Americans for rallies in some 100 cities to show solidarity with
Soviet Jews. -

The presidents of three Baptist conventions have issued a joint
statement supporting the observance and calling on President Nixon
to intercede for Soviet Jews during his visit to Moscow in May.

The statement was signed by Dr. Carl E. Bates, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention, Mis. Ruth Rohlfs, president of the
American Baptist Convention, and Dr. L. Venchael Booth president
of the Progre551ve National Baptist Convention.

"The seriousness of current events justified this unpre-
cedented act on our part as the presidents of three Baptist
denominations whose advocacy of freedom of conscience is the
history of their reason for being,'" the Baptists' statement said.

"To keep silent about wrongsin our beloved land or in distant
places is a violation of our understanding of Christian principles
of justice and compassion,'" the Baptist leaders said. "It is in the
name and spirit of the Lord of All, who lived his darthly life as
a Jew, that we ask your active support of Solidarity Day."
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They suggested that a statement adopted by the National
Interreligious Consultation on Soviet Jewry held in Chicago in
March be read to Baptist congregations.

In a direct appeal to Soviet authorities the consultation said,
"Let them live as Jews or let them leave to be Jews."

The Texas Conference of Churches, which includes 15 Protestant,
Orthodox and Catholic bodies, has encouraged its members to partici-
pate in current efforts to secure a million signatures on petitions
urging President Nixon to exert his influence on behalf of Soviet
Jews during his visit to the Soviet Union.

More than 300 Jews from throughout the Soviet Union have issued
an appeal to the U.S. and European Jewish communities to help deliver
the million signatures.

Jewish sources said the appeal was smuggled out of the country
and sent to Yosef Takoah, Israeli ambassador to the United Nationms.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,.national interreligious affairs director
for the American Jewish Committee, hailed the expressions of support
by Christian leaders as a ''development of major importance."

He said it signified that the plight of the three million Soviet
Jews had emerged as a "moral priority" on the agenda of American
Christians.

"All men of goodwill must pray and work to see that this message
of Solidarity Day and its universal support reaches Washington and
Moscow," he said, "in order that the forthcoming conversations
between President Nixon and Premier Brezhnev result in positive
liberation for Soviet Jewry and all who suffer repression."
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FRANK. A. SHARP
Ditechoe &Ff Prews Ralaiions

April 24, 1972
THREE BAPTIST PRESIDENTS URGE .NIXON
TO INTERCEDE ON BEHALF OF RUSS|AN JEWS
CHICAGD, ILL.—=(ABNS)==The presidents of three Baptist conventions representing a majori-
"ty of all Baptists in the Unita& States have issued a "Joint Appeal to the Christian Concci -
ence" calling on President Nixon to intercedé with the Soviet Government on behalf of Russi-
an Jews when he visits the Soviet Union in May. _ _

The statement was signe& by Mrs. Ruth Ruﬁlfs, presidaﬁt of the American Baptist Conven-

tion; Dr. Carl E. Eates,.presidént of the Southern'Bﬁptist Conveﬂt{on; and D;; L. fenchael
- Booth, president of the Progressive National Baptist Convention.

The statement marks the first time the presidents of ‘the ihrée:denominatiqns have  issued .
a JOlnt declarat:on on any issues ' i _ |

"The seriousness of current events Justlfzes thls unprecedented act on our p;rt as the
presidents of three Baptist denominations whose advocacy of freedom of conscience is the
history of their reason for being," the statement said.

- Sunday, April 30, has been set aside as National Solidarity Day to bring together Jews
and non—Jews in an expression of support for opprqssed people anywhere in the world. The
three Baptist prééiden{s urged their congtituqncies to offér prayers on that Jay "for the .
restoration of the full exercise of basic.human rights for Jews and other religious groups

. and nationalities'iﬁ the Soviet Union'and wherever in the worlds=uppression Qenfaé the indi=-
vidual dignity and opportunity for fulfillment."
" The statement appealed to President Nixon to intercede with the Soviet Government in be=
half of the right of free emigration for Soviet dewé and for the rélig{oua liberty of those
who remain. The President Ipi'a.ns to visit Moscow beginning May 22.

In issuing the statement, the three Baptist presidents said, "To keep silent about wrongs
in our belovad land or in distant plases is a violati on of our understandi ing of Christian
principles of justice and compassion. It is in the name and spirit of the Lord of all, who
lived His earthlyllife'as a Jew, that we ask your gctive support of Solidarity Day."
| In urging Baptist support for Solidarity Day, the presidents also suggested that the
statement of conscience adopted by the National Interreligious Consultation on Soviet Jewry
be read to congregations.

This statement, which also appealed for President Nixon's intercession on behalf of

(continued)



Russian Jews, declared, "Each human being is threatened in his fundamental right to free-
dom of conscience when the Jews are persecuted."

The statement of the Consultation on Soviet Jewry issued a direct appeal to Soviet
authorities: "Let them-li;e as Jews or let them leave to be Jews. This consultation is
gratified to know {hat-the Soviet government has h;ard-tha pleas of millions in many lands
and has permitted several thousands of Jews to leave the country for lIsrael and elsewhere.
We urge the Soviet authorities to relent, and to contihua to allow the thous;nds of others
who have sought exit visas to emigrate to the countties of their choice—which is their
right under the United Nations Declaration." :

Leaders of the National Interreligious Consultation on Soviet Jewry also agreed to form
~ a permanent National Interreligious Secretariat on Soviét.dawry, to seek a meeting with
President Nixon to present him with a Statement of Conécienca, and to send an interreligious
delegation to the Soviet Union to seek to visit bolitical prisoners-there.

.Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, national director of the American Jewish Committee's Interreligious
Affairs Department, on April 18 called upon all Christian and Jewish groups to participate

in the expression of solidarity for Soviet Jews on April 30s

##
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As General Secretary of the United States Catholic Confer-
ence, I am happy to support the observance of the National
Solidarity Day for Soviet Jews on Sunday, April 30. This occasion
draws United States Christians and Jews into even closer fellow-
ship, in the knowledge that Soviet restriction of religious and
civil liberties extends not only to Jews but to Christians as well.

The recent petition of 17,000 Lithuanian Catholics, protest-
ing suppression of .their religious rights, brings this lesson home
to the Catholic community in the United States in a particularly
moving and dramatic way. Truly, when govermment.is bent on denying
~ fundamental religious liberties to any group, none 1is safe and all

must join 1n protest -

' This occasion is a reminder, too, of the fragile and often
threatened status of religious liberties in many areas of the
world outside the Soviet Union. Religious believers, both Jews
and Christians, enjoy a fortunate position in the United States,
where religious liberty is protected in law and tradltlon _Thus
‘wé join in prayer on April 30 that this same happy status may be
extended to all believers in all parts of our troubled globe.

Most Rev. Joseph L. Bernardin
General Secretary
~ United States Catholic Conference

April 21, 1972

Sunday, April 30th has been declared National Solidarity

Day for Soviet Jewry. Archbishop Donnellan requests that one of
the petitions in the prayer of the faithful on Sunday be made for
~justice for all Jews who are held in Soviet Russia, . Kindly make -
this prayer at all masses.

Rev. Noel Burtenshaw

Chancellor of the Catholic

Archdiocese of Atlanta

April 30, 1972
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LUTHERAN LEADERS VOICE CONCERN |
FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES | S 4/14/72

New York ---(LC}--The presidents of the three la;gest Lut!;era'n denomina-
.tions in'North America have asked m_embers of their Churches to ''realize '.the“
threats to religious liberty -which exist in the v.vorld tr.;da.y, -é.nci t;)_add théir voices
to those already urging that all men be; guaranteed the right to ﬁrorship a.né- withess
to their faith according to their own convictions." ;

-The .statement,aislsued l;u;re through the Lgthgran Co.uncil in the USA, thn‘el
cooperative agency foi- the thz-'ee.deno'm'linations, was in response to requestsjfriom
several Jewish organli'za.tions asking the presidents to participate in a "Solidarity
Da* for Soviet Jews. " .

Dr. Kent Knutson of the American Lutheran Church, Dr. Robert J. Marshall
of the Lutheran Chu;-_ch in America, and Dr. J.A.O. Preus of the Lutheran Chuf-r';h—
Missouri Synod, said in their joint declaration ''we encourage respbnsible efforts to
insure free exercise. of the God-given rights of freedom of cons.cience, not only in
this instance, but for all people of every religious faith anywhere in the world. "

"We lament the fact that in some parts of our world individuals are being de-
nied the right to practice their faith, aﬁd that communities of bel_i.e_irerlsl_a h_a.\}e B_ején so
;estricted in their activities that exercise of their faith is virtually impossible," the
Lutherans' message continued. °

Calling attention to s.ta'ternents which the Lutheran denominations have made
on religious liberty in the US and around the world, the presidents concluded, 'We
offer our prayers for those who suffer because of religious persecution, and promise

that we will be diligent in our own efforts to combat religious discrimination." .

The full text of the statemént by the denominational leaders follows: °
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A Statement on Religious Liberty
issued by th.e Presidénts of the American Lutheran Ch.urc.h,
the Lutheria'r; Church. in Ame_rica, and the Lutheran Churéh;Mis-slouri ISyn'o-d
in response fo a call for a . |
NATIONAL SOLIDARI.T? DAY FOR SO\;IET-JEWS.

We, the presidents of the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church
in America, and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have received communications
from several Jewish organizations that call upon us to denounce the persecutmn and
restriction of freedom of Jewish people in'the Soviet Union. - '

We encourage responsible efforts to insure free exercise of the God-given
rights of freedom in conscience not only in this instance, but for all people of every
‘religious faith anywhere in the world. : ' '

We lament the fact that in some parts of our world 'individ,ulal-s are being de-
nied the right to practice their faith, and that communities of believers have been so
restricted in their activities that exercise of their faith is virtually ir_npossible.

Christians in thls country and around the world have voiced their solidarity
with these oppressed groups and should continue to urge governments to remove re-
strictions on the practice of religion, . We: call attention to statements which our
Churches have made on religious liberty in our own country and throughout the world,
declaring our conviction that all believers should be free to practice their religion
and that non- bellevers should be free from coercion to part1c1pate in rehglous
exercises. '

We also observe that as Christian citizens of the world, we must call atten-
tion to injustices in other lands, just as we note the injustices near at hand.

We offer our prayers for those who suffer because of religious persecution,
and promise that we will be diligent in our own efforts to combat religious discrim-
ination. We ask the members of our Churches to realize the threats to religious lib-
erty which exist in the world today, and to add their voices to those already urging
that all men be guaranteed the right to worship and witness to their {azth according
to their own convictions.

Dr. Kent S. Knutson, President, American Lutheran Church
Dr. Robert J. Marshall, President, Lutheran Church in America
Dr. J.A.O. Preus, President, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

Rk k



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
DOMESTIC SERVICE MONDAY APRIL 17, 1972

LUTHERAN LEADERS ASK RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM FOR SOVIET JEWS '

By Religious News Service (4-17-72)

NEW YORK (RNS) =-- Presidents of the three largest Lutheran
Churches in the U,S. have joined in calling for ''responsible efforts
to insure free exercise of the God-given right of freedom in conscience"
for Soviet Jews and people of all faiths.

A statement on religious liberty was issued in response to requests
from several Jewish organizatiors that the Lutherans support a National
Solidarity Day for Soviet Jews. '"We lament the fact that in some parts of
our world individuals are being denied the right to practice their
faith, and that communities of believers have been so restricted in
their activities that exercise of their faith is virtually impossible,"
the three presidents said.

Signing the statement were Dr. Robert J. Marshall of the Lutheran
Church in America, Dr. J.A.O0. Preus of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
synod and Dr. Kent Knutson of the American Lutheran Church.

Lutherans were urged to "realize the threats to religious
liberty which exist in the world today, and to add their voices to
those already urging that all men be guaranteed the right to worship
and witness to their faith according to their own convictions."

The statement added: "We also observe that as Christian citizens
of the world, we must call attention to injustices in other lands,
just as we note the injustices near at hand.

'"Je offer our prayers for those who suffer because of
religious persecution, and we promise that we will be diligent
in our efforts to combat religious discrimination."
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THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
510 WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107

william P. Thompson, Siated Clerk
Rev. Samuel W, Shane, Associate Stated Clork
Otto K. Finkbeiner, Assistant Stated Clork

Trlophone 215 PEnnypacker 5-4433 _ Rev. Robert F. Stevenson, Assistant Stated Clerk

April 27, 1972

Rabbi A. James Rudin

The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Rudin: - 5 - I 5 3

The information concerning Solidarity Day was distributed by
the Office of Church and Society in a mailing which included several
other documents. The material with which you are concerned was
referred to as follows: - ' b ' '

"Some information about Sunday, April 30, a day chosen for observances
of solidarity with Soviet Jews. This recommendation came from a recent
Interreligious Conference on Soviet Jewry, attended by Mr. Bruce Felknor
of Encyclopaedia Britannica on behalf of the Stated Clerk, the Moderator,
and the Council on Church and Society. A copy of the statement of the
last General Assembly on this subject is also enclosed.''

Sincerely,
L = ok T
: Wl\\ta;m © Yhemes m
- Williém'P;'Thoﬁpson '

WPT:jg
5/1/72
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MOTHERHOUSE
SISTERS, SERVANTS OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
MONROE, MICHIGAN

Office of the General Superior

Paschaltide, 1972
My dear Sisters,

As we approach Easter our thoughts and minds do quite naturally
move toward the redeeming, saving action. of Jesus by which we have
become free children of our Father in heaven. The task of remaining
free ourselves and of lifting burdens of oppression wherever we find
themwighing on others is a part of the ministry of redemption and
reconciliation handed on to us by Christ through the Personal Gift
of the Spirit who lives within us, motivating and urging us to do the
truth as Jesus Himself, to give of our lives for our brothers.

This season is also the time when our Jewish brethern celebrate
the saving action of Yahweh who brought them from slavery through the
saving waters of the Red Sea.

All of us; Christians and Jews alike, reflect with wonder and
grateful love on the words of the Lord God to Moses said so long ago:

I have heard the cries of my people
in their affliction - and I have a
mind to set them free...

It is our task today to make efforts to hear the cries of the
oppressed and to do what we can to lift their burdens. Often our
inability to find concrete ways to be of assistance weighs on us and
we too easily come to conclude that the only service we can render is
that of prayer. Surely God does expect that we raise our voices in
petition and that we lend our voices to be the tongues of those so
heavy in sorrow and struggle that they often cannot pray, but we
must also search out the ways in which we can render practical and
effective service.

This year, this season, I place before us in a particular way
the plight of Soviet Jews who suffer oppression in ways that weigh
them down and make heavy indeed a burden of deprivation. The stark
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declaration "NEVER AGAIN" over the gates' of the Dachau Concentration
Camp near Munich is a constant reminder to us that truly we must
give our lives to protect and foster for one another what was so
hardily won: our freedom as children of God.

At this very moment there has been particularly blatant dis-
crimination in the Soviet Union practiced against the three and
one-half million Jews, who, unlike the Christians, are not permitted
to publish devotional literature or articles, or to have contact.with
those of their faith in other countries, or to operate seminaries. It
is also true that many Jews in the Soviet Union who desire to emigrate
to Israel are not permitted to do so, and those who do manage do so
under severe recriminations. Trials of Jews recorded this past year
provide new and striking evidence that anti-semitism once again in
this century imperils the life of the Jewish community. :

There are ways that we can be of practical service in this area
and to help 1lift the burden that weighs so heavily. I point out a
few to you that came to my attention at a meeting this last week in
Chicago entitled National Interreligious Consultation on Soviet
Jewry. Here we were reminded by men like Charles Evers, Mayor,
Fayette, Mississippi; Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum; Bishop Fulton Sheen;
Dr. Cynthia Wedel, President of the National Council of Churches;
that all men of good will who recognize their common sonship from
the same God and Father must come together to join their voices for
the preservation of the human rights of every man wherever he may
be. Our voices are inportant and they can be heard and I urge all
of us to lend our efforts in the cause of the people so dear to
Yahweh's heart.

Here are some of the things we might do:

1. Be informed about the plight of Sov1et Jews and 1nform
' others.

2,  Take part in World Solidarity Day, April 30th by joining
with Jewish brethren and other Christians in a common
prayer service for freedom from oppression.



-30-

3. 8ign the petition of the Soviet Jewry Committee to
President Nixon on behalf of Soviet Jews that they may
achieve the fundamental right to live as Jews and to
leave for Israel and elsevhere

The forces of evil in our world, which are always forces that
enslave, are not greater than the forces of good - which are
always forces that free. But it is all too true that the forces of
good are often divided and sometimes disparate. The efforts that the
people of faith expend in internal struggle over non-essentials, and
in ideological difference among ourselves divert our attention and
concentration from the strong bases of basic belief we hold together.

. Where any of us suffers oppression all of us do - vhere one
man's freedom is hindered the freedom of all is jeopardized. Perhaps
our involvement, however little, in this one area of one more group
of oppressed persons will be one more step toward a yet more total
involvement with the forces of unfreedom in our own country, our
own community, and, not least, in our own hearts.

May the celebration of this Eastertime be for each of us a
new experience of immer freedom leading us out beyond ourselves with
the desire and the urgency to make free another.

Devotedly,
Your Sister, -~
Mother Margaret (signed)



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
DOMESTIC SERVICE MONDAY APRIL 17, 1972

NAE UPHOLDS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM,
CITES PLIGHT OF SOVIET JEWS

By Religious News Service (4-17-72)

S8T. LOUIS (RNS) -- In a unanimously adopted resolution, the
National Association of Evangelicals asserted here that ''mo human
right is superior to that of worshipping God according to the dictates of
one's conscience." :

The 3-million-member Protestant agency also deplored all efforts
to curtail the freedoms of people for religious causes and urged
President Nixon to convey 'the moral and humanitarian concern of
Americans for the plight of Jews in the Soviet Union' when he
visits the USSR in May.

Full text of the resolution foliows:

""The National Association of Evangelicals supports the basic
principle of religious freedom for all men everywhere. No human
right 1s superior to that of worshlpplng God accordlng to the dictates
of one's conscience. :

"Therefore, we are profoundly concerned whenever we hear of
religious repression anywhere, or discrimination based on religious
belief. We deplore any and all organized efforts to curtail the
rights or the freedoms of persons for religious reasons --
especially where such persecution is raised against those who profess

the Christian faith.

"For many years reports have filtered out from repressed countries
in both hemispheres, testifying to alleged discrimination against
citizens on account of their faith. We are in no position to evaluate
fully the accuracy of these reports, but we express our profound
concern that any such reports might be based on substance. -

"As the President of the United States completes his plans to
visit the capital of the Soviet Union, we convey to him this concern.
As we pray for the success of his vlsit we also hope that he may have
opportunity to convey the moral and humanitarlan concern of Americans
for the plight of Jews in the Soviet Union, and all other deprived
religious groups and nationalities.'



Texas conrererace of churches
Telephone 512 / 478-7491, 2704 Rio Grande #09, Austin, Texas 78705

April 13, 1972

Mamorandum

7™ (Individually addressed to members of the Board of Directors)

This is to advise you of an official action taken by your Exscutive Committee in
official session April 7 which reads as follows:

The Executive Committee of the Texas Conference of Churches urges
its mesber judicatories to take nota of and, if at all possible,
participate in the current effort of the American Jewish Community
to secure & million signatures on petitions urging President Nixzon
to intervene on thé matter of human rights of the Scviet Jewry when
he visits Russia in May 1972,

1, Enclosed for your information is a copy of the petition which you are urged to
consider promulgating to your constituency through your regular channels.

In this connection and for your convenience, we have secured the names and addresses
of executives of three active organisations of the Jewish coamunity in 'rexn and the
Kallah of Texas Rabbis to Hh.'lch signed pet.itiona nay be directed:

Anti-Dafumation Leaque of B'nai B'rith
Houston-~Dr. Theodore Preedman, 3033 Fannin, Suitae 101, zip 77004;
Dalm--llr. Joaeph Gordealq. 908 Praetorian Building, 2ip 75201;

Amerxican Jeuuh Comeni t toe :
Dallas--~Mrs. Bdward Stem, 1809 Tower Petmlm Building, zip 75201;
Houston--Mr, Milton Peiner, 512 West Building, zip 77002;

National Conference of Christians and Jews, Inc.
Dallas——Hr, William H. Tipton, Jr., 1027 Dallas Athletic Club Building, 75201,
Fort Worth--Mr. Arthur W, McKnight, 1801 TWC Electric Building, 76102;
' Houston-~The Rev. Mr. Philip N. Libby Jr., 1310 McDuffie, Suite 27, 77019;
El Paso--Mrs. Ernest Ponce, 409 Executive Center Building, Suite 202, 79902;

Kallah of Texas nnbhia
Rabbi Judah Pish, President, 4300 Bull Creek Road, Austin 78731.

2, Since the above action was taken, we have raceived additional information in this
connection from the National Interreligious Consultation on Soviet Jewry that we
believe will be of interest and assistance. Consequently, also enclosed for your
information are copies of: Letter of April 10, signed by Sister Margaret Ellen
Traxler, Professor Andre LaCocque, the Rev. Robert G, Stephanapolous and Rabbi

REV. DR. WILLIAM J. FOGLEMAN, Presbyterian U.S., President + DR. JORGE LA RA-BRAUD, Presbyterian U.S., Vice President * MRS. PETER COLLORA, Roman
Catholic, Vice President + MRS. MARGARET JACOBY, Episcopal. Recording Secretary + ALBERT J. MALONEY, Roman Catholic, Treasurer = ROY J. CATES.
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Executive Director
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Memorandum | April 13, 1972
e | | . | | L 2

Marc H. Tanenbaum; Statement of Conscience of the National Iuntergeligious Consulta-
tion on Soviet Jewry; and Fact Sheet, Solidarity Day for Soviet ffews.

Your favorable consideration of this matter is urged. Peace.

/9

cc: Dr. Freedman, Mr. Gordesky, Mrs. Stern, Mr, Feiner, Rabbi Fish, Mr. Tipton,
Mr. Mc:inight, Rev. Libby, Mrs. Ponce, Sister Ann Gillen, Rabbi Tanenbaum,
Rabbi Rudin - : = o

e ——



CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

60 LORRAINE STREET HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06105 Telephone 236-4281

MR ROBERT L. AHLNESS. Parsioanr THE REV. JAMES M. WEBB. Gumrma. Secagrasr

April 20, 1972
Dear Colleague:

As you may know, the Greater Hartford Jewish community is now conducting a
Petition Campaign designed to urge President Nixon to include the problem of Soviet
Jewry as a priority on his agenda when he visits the Soviet Union in May.

The Campaign will culminate in a community-wide Assembly on Sunday, April 30th,
as part of a National Day of Solidarity for Soviet Jews. The Assembly will be held at the
Emmanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford, and will begin at 1:30 P.M.

The Board of Directors of the Connecticut Council of Churches has unanimously endorsed
the Petition. In addition a number of distinguished clergymen have also signed the
Petition, including the Right Reverend J. Warren Hutchens, S.T.D., D.D., Bishop of
the Diocese of Connecticut; Dr. Nathan M. Guptill, Conference Minister, Connecticut
Conference of The United Church of Christ; Dr. Orlando L. Tibbetts, Executive Minister,
Connecticut Convention of American Baptist Churches; the Reverend David Mellon,
Executive Director, Greater Hartford Council of Churches; and Charles T. Sardison,
Executive Director, Connecticut-Massachusetts Region NCCJ. -

| am writing to ask that you join in demonstrating support and solidarity with our Jewish
neighbors in their effort to aid their brethren in the Soviet Union.

Specifically, we ask that you: consider the following :
1. Publicize the Soviet Jewry Solidarity Day Program in your congregation.
2. Plan to aftend the program and ask your parishoners to join you.

3. Dedicate part of your worship service on Sunday, April 30, to Soviet Jewry.
For your information = o Statement of Conscience, adopted by the Interreligious
Consultation on Soviet Jewry, held in Chicago, March 19-20, and a fact sheet
are enclosed.

4. Sign the Petition which is enclosed and circulate it among the members of your-
congregation for their signatures on Sundays, April 23 and 30. Additional Petition
Forms are available from the Council. Please return as many completed petitions as

possible by April 28.

Most_/éordially, e A P
: J.;‘.q-&/// . '/‘."

James M. Webb

‘General Secretary




1. The Commission for Ecumenical Affairs of the Archdioéese_of'ﬂartford.
"Mr. President:

The Commission for Ecumenical Affairs of the Archdiocese of Hartford
met on April 17, 1972 and passed the following resolution:

"Conscious of the unfortunate position of our brothers of the Jewish
faith who live in the Soviet Union, suffering the deprivation of some
of their basic human rights;

"Conscious also that the government of the Soviet Union does listen
to the voices of the free world on spec1f1c 1ssues,

"We urge you, in your coming visit to the Soviet Union, to bring

to bear the moral power of the United States on behalf of the Soviet
Jews, partlcularly their right to emigrate to a place of their own
choice.,"

(Signed) Most Reverend Joseph F. Donnelly
Auxiliary Bishop
Archdiocese of Hartford and
Chairman for the Commission for
Ecumenical Affairs, -

2. Comnecticut and Western Massachusetts National Conference of
Christians and Jews,

"The National Conference of Christians and Jews in Connecticut and
Western Massachusetts endorses the purpose of the National Solidarity
Day, which is being planned for April 30, 1972, as an effort on the
part of the people of this country to encourage the government of the
Soviet Union to become more understanding of the desires of the Jewish
people in the USSR who wish to emigrate to Israel, or other countries
of their choice, and to remove the hinderances to such action which
now exist. We urge individuals of good will throughout our region

to join in this effort in whatever way they find possible.'

The Board of Directors
(signed) . Joseph R. McCormick, Co=-Chairman

Comnecticut-Western Massachusetts Region
National Conference of Christians and Jews



Council of Churches:
of Greater Washington

Executive Offices + 1239 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20005 - 202/638-1077

April 25, 1972

TO: Member Churches

FROM: Arnold F. Keller, Jr., President

The Board of Directors of the Council of Churches, at its meeting
on April 21, discussed the plight of Soviet Jewry. They voted to
place the concern for Soviet Jewry on the agenda of the Washington
community of Christian Churches by the adoption of the "Statement
of Conscience," of the National Interreligious Consultation on
Soviet Jewry (copy enclosed).

They also voted to cooperate with the Jewish Community Counéill of
‘ Greater Washington, and Councils across the United States, in
establishing =—-
SUNDAY, APRIL 30
-

‘SOVIET JEWKY SOLIDARITY DAY ”

to be noted by an interfaith observance to be held at =--
; Temple Israel
420 University Blvd., E., Silver Spring, Md.
' 8:30 P. M.

You are invited to attend.

We trun.t you share our concern and will find meaningful ways to
express it.

UGF heips support the Community Planning and Organization Department of the Council of Churches.

36
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___ Cﬁw‘%*._/(Jt
LutherPlace

April 21, 1972

Board of Directors

Washington Council of Churches
1239 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Gentlemen:

Thank you for appointing me to represent the Washington Council of
Churches at the National Intecrreligious Consultation on Soviet Jewry,
March 19-20, held at the Center for Continuing Education, University of
Chicago, and for this opportunity to report to you on thax consultatzon
as rcquested in the letter of February 18th.

The summarization has been documented by Religious News Service eh-
closed in your materials. It includes several items that 1 would be glad
to discuss with you in hopes of your adoption.

1) Place the ‘concern fdr-Soviet Jewry on the agenda of the wéshington Com- -
munity of Christian Churches by adoption of the Statement of Conscience.

Z) Board endorsement of thc petition from the Soviet Jewry Committee to -
" President Nixon requesting that he intercede on behalf of the Soviet
Jews and be their advocate in his forthcoming visit to Russia,

_ 3) Cooperate with the Jewish Cowmunity Council and Councils across the
United States in establishing Sunday, April 30th, as Soviet Jewry =~
Solidarity Day and publicizing the interfaith observance to be held at
Temple Israel, 420 University Blvd., Silver Spring, at 8:30 p.m. Sunday,
April 30th. . : :

- 4) Name a task force of the Washington Council of Churches to implement
these recommendations and the overall effort on behalf of Soviet Jews
and other repressed religious and intellectua) minorities in the U.S.S.R.

Respectfully subm;tted.
John F. Steinbruck, Pastor o
Luther Place Memor‘al Church

LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL CHURCH *

THOMAS CIRCLE AND 14TH STREET, N. W, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 _ T TELEPHONE: 667-1377
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;Bi_.nth nf Hong Jeland

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
Biniyp- five Yourth Blrest
Gusten Qity, W.D. Nss0

April 24, 1972

TO THE CLERGY OF THE DIDCESZE.OF LONG ISLAND
Reverend and dear Sir:

Despite promises to the contrary, the emigration of Soviet Jews to Israel or
elsewhere remains subject to arbitrary decisions. Jews are now incarcerated in
Soviet labor camps because they actively pursued their desire to live as Jews. Even
-~ where official Soviet law permits certain basic freedoms for Soviet Jewish citizens,
intimidation prevents Jews from availing themselves, as a community, of basic
human rights. The right to educate their children as Jews, to freely congregate at a
house of worship or to train religious leaders; the right to publish their own historical
and literary works, to support a real Jewish theater; the basic right to emigrate to
Israel where they can live as Jews have all been denied to Soviet Jews. If this policy
continues indefinitely, the more than 3,000,000 Jews in the Soviet Union would be doomed
to cultural and spiritual extinction. To prevent such a disaster, at a time when the
memory of the destruction of 6,000,000 European Jews is still vivid, millions of Americans
across the country will band together on Sunday, April 30th to focus attention on this
~ problem and to help effect a change. § :

Inssmuch as Sunday, April 30th, has been named Solidarity Day for Soviet Jews,
1 write to express the hope that you will bring this observance to the attention of your
congregation together with suitable prayers. -

Almighty God, who hast created man in thine own image; Grant us grace fearlessly to
contend against evil, and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently
use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice among men and nations,
to the glory of thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. _

Faithfully yours,

Bishop of Long Island



The New World April 28, 1972
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Prayers Asked
For Soviet Jews

CHICAGO — Pastors of .,

the Chicago Archdiocese have
been asked to observe “‘Na-
tional Solidarity Day far Sovi-
et Jews" on Apr. 30 by includ-
ing a special intercession in the
Prayers of the Faithful at
Masses on Apr. 29 and 30.

The prayer reads: “'For the
Jewish people of Soviet Rus-
sia, that they may be permitted
to live in accord with their cul-
tural and religious heritage, we
pray lo the Lord. Lord have
mercy."

WRITING on the discrimi-

" nation against Jews in the So-

—

viet Union, John Cardinal
Cody has stated:

“| wish to add my voice to
the urgent plea of al! men of
good will that Soviet authori-
ties extend to Jews in the Sovi-
et Union a full measure of
equality, permit Jews to live in
accord with.their cultural and
religious herilage, eradicate
every vestige of anti-Semitism,
and allow the departure of

NATIONAL Solidarity Day
for Soviel jews is being spon-
sored by the National Confer-
ence on Soviet Jewry. It will .
bring together Jews and non-
Jews al meetings, rallies and
other public events in nearly
100 cities to demonstrate a sol-
idarity with the more than
three million Jews in the Soviet
Union.

Emphasis will be on the
freeing of Soviet Jews now
imprisoned and restoration of
fundamental human rights to
Soviet Jews, including the
right Jo leave freely.

Foner fAce) |

i

Jews who wish to leave the So- -

viet Union.”

o -—

W)
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42 (HICAGO _SUN-TIMES, Fri,, Apr. 26, 1972
Day of solidarity April 30 , April 30 at 1 p.m, for ihe beginning of the :
) solidarity dav program, i
On sunday, April 30, Jews and Christians Sister Margaret Traxler, :
" throughout the United States will unite in a : Dr. Andre LaCocque,
national day of solidarity with the oppressed Co-chairman,
Jewlsh cominunity of the Soviet Union, National Interreligious
We of the National Interreligious Task Task Force on Soviet Jewry

Force on Soviet Jewry wish to add our speclal
nlea to the inilliuris of voices that will be . .
raised by Jews and Christians on that day. . i
For on that day, we will reaffirm our com- : , . e M 0 E
mitment to the Soviet Jewish struggle for ' 3 o
freedom: and also direct an urgent plea to the B A
President of our country that he speak out
forcefully for human rights in his forthcoming
sunimit meetings with the Soviet leaders.
Although in recent months the U.S.S.R. has
seen fit to permit Increased Jewish emigra- Ry
tion to Israel—and for this we applaud "
them—nonetheless,” the overall stuation of
the Soviet Jewish comununity remains ex-
tremely grave. Numerous reports of anti-Jew-
ish harassinents, decreases in the numbers of
emigres permitted to Israel and the rising .
fears of the Soviet Jewish community have -
all resulted in growing concern about the : -
safety and future of countless numbers of
Russian Jews.
However, for whatever we may say ordo, in
the final analysis the fate of these millions of
people lies largely In the words to be ex-
changed between President Nixon and Com-
munist Party -chief Brezhnev in their an-
ticipated talks. And it is because these men
will execute such a central role in de-
ciding the eventual fate of Soviet human
rights, that we, the American people, must k
make it clear to them that we will not :
stand silently by while the basic freedoms
of oppressed people remain trammeled by
the political interests of a dominant and
averbearing government. And so, we hope
that all who share these'beliefs will join us in

expressing them at the Loop Synagogue on = | X

5



APR 2% iy
R

The Diocese of Rapid City
520 Cathedral Drive

Rapid City, South Dakota
April 24, 1972

Dearly Beloved in Christ:

This Sunday, April 30th, has been designated as "Solidarity Sunday" by the major
religious denominations in the United States. It has been designated "Solidarity
Sunday" to show our concern in our union with the more than 3,000,000 Jews of
the Soviet Union who are not able to exercise their religious freedom.

When one reflects on the silence maintained during the second world war, and the
death of over 6 million Jews, because of that silence, we understand all the more
howa no one can now remain quiet. We must all have a profound concern atout the
continued denial of the free exercise of religion, the violation of the rights

to emigrate and other human rights of the 3 million Jewish people of the Soviet
Union, and of other suppressed and deprived groups and nationalities.

For believing Christians and Jews, the denial of the spiritual nature of man and
his right to nuture and perpetuate the spiritual life is to deny the crgative
power of God in whose image man is made. The discriminatlon against the Jews by
the Soviet Union gives us all reason to believe that, under the pretext of being
anti-zioniat, it is the very coutribution of the Jews to humanity which is under
attack. It is precisely the Jewsih testimony in the world that man's identity and
freedom are not granted primarily by any state or constitution, but are founded
in the nature of man himself, made to the image and likeness of God.

Realizing our own failures in racism, and in the other areas of human rights, we
must nevertheless, speak out as long as the Soviet Union continues to hamper or
strangle t.e spiritual and cultural life of the Jewish people, and of others
who are being persecuted through ermtreme and special acts of discrimination. We
must together appeal to the Soviet authorities to grant religious rights to all
Russian Jews and to all Christians.

Through our President, Mr, Nixon, as he travels to Moscow next month, we must
appeal to the Soviet government, as a civilized nation, to end this policy of
wanton oppression and fear, We must protest against the continued oppression of
imprisonment under ruthless conditions of prisoners of conscience, Jewish and
non-Jewish, and urge that they be released and shown clemency.

Let us resolve to commit ourselves to a program of continued watchfulness, an
unrelenting effort, demanding and championing freedom for all of Soviet Jewry,
of Christians and of intellectuals ---all of whom suffer fcz their courage and
their struggle for human dignity.

The Jewish community in our diocese is small, but this does not give us the right
to be silent, Each man is our brother and we must speak for the rights of each

man. I am asking all of you to offer .your prayers for those who are imprisoned
in the Soviet Union. And I recommend that, if you desire, you sign the petition
to be sent to President Nixon. In this way he will know that there is in our
nation, under God, solidarity, one withThe other, wliether Jew or Christian, Red,
Black or White, rich or poor.



The cause of the freedom of man, the cause of the dignity of man, a dignity
enhanced by the incarnation of Jesus Christ, is the cause of each of us.

Asking God to bless each of you for your concern for those who are persecuted
and oppressed, I remain

. Devotedly yours in Christ, .
4. $heurid [ | [ E°*

Bishop of Rapid City.

ps; please reid this at the Masses on April 29-30...and afford the people an
opportunity .to sign the enclosed petition.

Stﬂﬂ.._" ST = 4
Your letter:arrived shortly before the Bishop left for the

West Coast so that we were able to dash theabove off for reading

in all of the Catholic churches and missions west of the Missouri
on Saturday and Sunday. :

peace -

oé*”’“
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THE CHANCERY .
212 EAST COLLEGE STREET + LOQUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40201
P, O, Box 1073

April 26, 1972

Dear Reverend Father:

We Christians in the United States are being asked to join with our
Jewish brethren in observing "Solidarity Sunday" on April 30. This ob-
servance is a major effort aimed at demonstrating a national consensus of
support for the human rights of Jews and Christians in the Sovzet Union just
prior to President Nixon's visit to that country.

- We Catholics are well aware that Christians and Jews have been con-
sistently denied religious freedom under the Soviet regime. An officially
encouraged campaign against all reliigious belief and practice has been well-
publicized in our newspapers. In recent months the news stories have dealt
with the persecution of Soviet Jewry. Jews are noy incarcerated in Soviet
labor camps because they have actlvely'pursued their desire td dive as Jews.
Through intimidation they are being prevented from educat1ng ¢he1: children
as Jews, from freely congregating at a house of worship, or tra:nlng reli=-
gious leaders. If this policy contlnues indefinitely, the morxe than
3,000,000 Jews in the Soviet Union will be docmed to cultural extinction, Of
those who wish to emigrate to Israel, only a few succeed and that only after
months of struggle and deprivation, It is hoped that millions of Americans
will band together on April 30 to focus attention on this intolerable
situation,

Ve think it fitting if you would call the attention of your parish-
ioners to this observance by an appropriate bulleting announcement and by
including the following petitions in the Prayer of the Faithful:

"For our Jewish and Chriétian brethren in Russia who are suffering
persecution for their religious faith, we pray to the Loxd."

"That Christians and Jews in America may demonstrate to all the
world theixr solidarity in upholding freedom of religion and freedom
of conscience for all believing people, in every country of the
world, we pray to the Lord,"

Trusting that you will want to participate in this observance along
with your people and with every best wish, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

7 ; ) " z
-/’dﬁé;;u/éy-a&zéz;ﬁgi?u(f4f_

Reverend Stanley A. Schmidt
Chairman, Archdiocesan Commission
for Beumenical Affairs
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Natlonal lnterrehgmus Consultatlon on Soth Jewry _..4_5--

A Pm}ect of the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry

Honorary National Chairman
HON. R. SARGENT SHRIVER

National Co-Chairmen

SISTER MARGARET ELLEN TRAXLER
PROFESSOR ANDRE LaCOCQUE |
REV. ROBERT G. STEPHANAPOLOUS
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

Honorary Sponsors

REV. RALPH D). ABERNATHY
HOMN. HERMAN BADILLO
LEONARD BERNSTEIN

HOMN. JULIAN BOND

HON. EDWARD BROOKE
WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY. JR.
MISS DOROTHY DAY

HON, CHARLES EVERS

HON. GERALD FORD
ARTHUR GODFREY )

HON. ARTHUR GOLDBERG
HON. JOHN A. GRONOUSKI _
GEN. ALFRED M, GRUENTHER
HON. FRED HARRIS

MRS. LA DONNA HARRIS
HON. PHILIP HART

W. RANDOLPH HEARST, JR.
REV. THEODORE HESBURGH |
RABBI ABRAHAM ]. HESCHEL
RT. REV. JOHN HINES

. HON. HAROLD HUGHES

HIS EMINENCE IAKOVOS
HON. DANIEL INOUYE

MISS MAHALIA JACKSON*
DR. CLARK KERR

TOM LANDRY

WILLIE MAYS

PROF. HANS J. MORGENTHAU
HON. WAYNE MORSE

HON. RICHARD OGILVIE
HON. CHARLES PERCY

A. PHILIP RANDOLPH

JACKIE ROBINSON

BAYARD RUSTIN

HON. HUGH SCOTT

HON. ADLAI STEVENSON m
ED SULLIVAN

THEODORE H. WHITE

ROY WILKINS

Task Force -

REV. EDWARD FLANNERY
DR. JERALD BRﬁUER
MSGR. JOHN GORMAN .
SR. ADRIAN MARIE HOFSTETTER
RICHARD H. LEVIN,
DR. CLYDE MANSCHRECK
SR. SUZANNE NOFFKE
REV. JOHN PAWLIKOWSKI
J. COERT RYLAARSDAM
DR. JOSEPH SITTLER
ELMER WINTER
DAVID GELLER
Chairman, Coordinating Committee

{*) Decea;ed.

1307 SOUTH WABASH CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605

PARTICIPANTS

NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIQN

ON SOVIET JENRY
MARCH 19«20, 1972::

A

Adelstein, Stanford

1999 West Blvd.
Rapid City, South Dakota
(605) 342 3875

Akers, Bert

"Sacred Heart Rad1o/TV

3900 Westminster P1.

.St. Louis, M1ssqur1 63108

(314) 533-0320

Angell, J. William

Wake Forest University.

Box 7221 Reynolda
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

,(919)_%@3*9?*1

77
Aronso;! Ro e?t | 8

American Jewish Committee

4300 Marine Drive
Chicago, ITlinois 60613

(312) GR 7-4393

B

Benedict, Don

Community Reneka] Society
116 South Michigan

‘Chicago, I1linois 60603
(312) CE 6-4830
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Berk, Daniel

Jew1sh Community Council of
Metropolitan Detroit .
4172 Penobscot Building
Detroit, Michigan 48226
(313) 963-4475

Bernat, Rabbi Haskell

Director :
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
100 West Monroe
Chicago, Il1linois
(312) 782-1477

60603

Brizgys, Bishop Vincent
2701 West 68th Street
Chicago, I1linois 60629

Brennan, Sister Margaret
Immaculate Heart of Mary
612 West EIm Avenue
Monroe, Michigan 48161

Burdick, Sister Kathryn
Jewish Communities Committee
Ecumenical Council - Albany
Woodland Avenue

Catskill, New York

(518) 943-2940

c
Cantwell, Rev. Daniel M.
St. Clotilde Church
8430 South Calumet
Chicago, I1linois
(312) 874-1022

60619

Carroll, Margaret L. : :
Northern I11inois University
208 Fairmont Drive
De Kalb, Il1linois

(815) 756-2459

60115

Champagne, C.S.J., Sister Lydia -
National Coalition of American
Nuns :

3080 Kleinert Avenue

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
(504) 348-0561

- Loveland, Ohio

Clifford, S.J., Donald G.
St. Joseph's College
City Avenue & 54th Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19131
(215) 879-1000
Crabtree, Rev. P. Edwin

American Baptist Convention
607 Lake Street
Evanston, I1linois 60201
(312) 864-2181
Crepeau, Sister Carol
Sisters of St. Joseph
1515 West Ogden

La Grange Park, I11.
354-9200

60525

D

Dunn, Dr. James M.
Texas Baptists
Baptist Building
Dallas, Texas
(214) 741-1991

F
Felknor, Bruce L.
United Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
1266 Woodland Drive
Deerfield, Illinois
(312) 321-7022

60015

Fleischner, Eva

The Grail

Grailville

45140

Fletcher, Jean . _

National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice

1307 South Wabash

Chicago, IT1linois 60605

(312) 341-1530

Fletcher, Laurence
National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice
1307 South Wabash
Chicago, I1linois
(312) 341-1530

60605
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Friedland, Rabbi Eric
Jewish Welfare Fund

One South FrankTlin
Chicago, I1linois 60606
(312) ES 5-7722 -

&

Giese, Sister Mary Alice
Sisters of St. Joseph
1515 West Ogden . Jn
La Grange Park, I11. 60525
354-9200 ' P,

Gitlin, Dr. Emmanuel '
The Hebrew Christian Fellowship

of the Lutheran Church in America=

1132 North Negley Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206
(412) 661- 82?1

Giuffrida, Matthew
American Baptist Home M1ss1on
Societies . ;
Valley Forge
Pennsylvania, Pa 19481
- (215) 768-2425

Giuliani, Rachelle Claire
Communications Office
Diocese of Marquette, Mich.
310 West Washington - -
Marquette, Michigan 49855
(906) 226-3921

Go!dboss,'Les
445 Barry Apt. 330 .
Chicago, IT1inois 60657

Goldboss, Ruth (Mrs. Willard)
North Shore Congregation Israel
160 Indian Tree Drive '
Highland Park, I11linois 60035
(312) ID 2-6405 e, S

Goodman, Jerry -
National Conference on Soviet
Jewry

11 West 42nd Street -

New York, New York 10036

(212) 354-1510 ~ -

Grady, ASC., Sister Pauline

‘Adorers of the Blood of Christ'f

2501 Ridge Avenue -
East St. Louis; Illinois 62205
(618) 874-7922

Greeley, R.S.M., Sister Dolores
Sisters of Mercy- :

2039 North Geyer Road
Frontenac, Missouri. 63131

(314) 966-4686

Grossman;'Cathy
Congressman Ralph H. Metcalfe

"Suite 2144

219 South Dearborn . 5 .
Chicago, Il1linois .60604
(312) 353-4105 S -

Guy, Anita E. .

National Catholic: Conference for
Interracial Justice

1307 South Wabash Avenue
Chicago, I11. 60605

(312) 341-1530

W

Halgrove, Sister Katherine T.
Relf¥gions of Sacred Heart
Manhattanville College
Purchase, New York 10577
(914) 946-9600. -

Hanhart, Karel .

Dubuque Theological Seminary
United Presbyterian Church
2570 Asbury Avenue

Dubuque, Iowa 52001

(319) 557-2616

Haﬁter, Ni1liam H.

Coemar - U.P.U.S.A.

Margaretville

‘Margaretville, New York ]2455

(914) 586-4567

Hayes, John C.

National Council of Catholic
Laity-

301 Sheridan Road

Wilmette, I11inois 60091
(312) 944-0800 :
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Hertz, Rabbi Richard
Hebrew Union College
8801 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48200
(313) TR 5-8530

Hickey, La Verne ' '
National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice

1307 South Wabash

Chicago, ITlinois 60605

(312) 663- 1522

Hofstetter, Sister Adrian M
Sisters Uniting

700 North 7th St. :

Memphis, Tennessee 38117 -
(901) 948-6626 ;

Holloway, Rev. James R.
University of Minnesota
6829 Medicine Lake Road S
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427 S
(612) 373-1324 ; §

Holloway, Mrs. James

6829 Medicine Lake Road
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427
(612) 545-2659

Hruby, Rev. Blahoslav

Editor s
Religion in Commun1st Dom1nated
Areas (RCDA)

475 Riverside Drive,Suite 452
New York, New York 10027

(212) 870 2481

Hughes, Mrs. Audrey

Chairman

Jewish Communities Comm1ttee of _
" Ecumenical CommisSIOn, D1ocese of
Albany

40 Cedar Lane

Scotia, New York 12302

399-5121

Jd

Jaremba, Sister M. France]le
St. Lucy Parish '
5911 Midway Park Avenuen _
Chicago, Illinois g o
(312) 261-8180

Jackson, Mrs.. Abbie Clement
A.M.E. Zion - C.W.W. N.C.C.J.
2313 West Chestnut Street
Louisville, Kentucky .

K
Kelley, Sister Chaminade
Saint John's Hospital
1939 South First Street
Springfield, I11inois
(217) 525-8848

Kelley, S.M., John
Program of Judaic Studies
University of Dayton

1302 Brown Street

Dayton, Ohio 45409

(513) 228-2442

_Kenyon, Sister Ann Kateri

National Catholic Conference
for Interracial Justice
3033 West Fulton Blvd.

"Chicago, I11inois 60612

Kimura, Lillian C.
YWCA of USA

Central Office

127 North Dearborn:

Chicago, IT1linois 60602
- (312) DE 2-3972

Klinger, Maurice

Jewish United Fund of Chicago
One South Franklin Street
Chicago, I1linois 60606
(312) FI 6-6700

Kudan, Rabbi Harold L.
North Shore Congregation Israel

840 Vernon Avenue
Glencoe, I11inois 60022
(312) 835-0724

M

Malik, Rev. Luke

Dom1ncan Order,_Cathnl1c Church

P.0. Box 7227
Beirut, Lebanon
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Mayer, Sister Anne
Presentation Parish

1340 East 72nd Street i
Chicago, I11inois " 60619
(312) 638-6062 - - '

McBride, Sister Judith Marie
Saint Carthage School

1340 East 72nd Street
Chicago, I1linois 60619
(312) 224-3327

McDonough, Thomas - -
ITTinois Catholic Conference
25 West Chicago Avenue
Chicago, ITlinois 60610
(312) 664-2755 -

McIlvane, Donald W.

Catholic Interracial Counc11-
of Pittsburgh

2915 Webster Avenue

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 ;

(412) 621-1118

McLees, Msgr. A.-V.
NCCIJ

112-43 198th Street :
Stfjibans, New York 11412
HO 8-3511

Melton, Henry

St. Dominic Church

357 West Locust :
Chicago, I11inois 60610 °
(312) 944- 679? ’

Merriman, Willis J.

Wisconsin Council of Churches
818 West Badger Road

Madison, Wisconsin 53713
(608) 257-0541 :

Metcalfe, Honorable Ra]ph
Member of Congress

219 South Dearborn Suite 2144
Chicago, I11linois 60604
(312) 353-4105 ' -

Miller, S1ster Audrey
United Church of Chr1st £
. 1505 Race Street :
Philadelphia, Pa.

(215) LO 8-3950

“Moran, Phil

1340 East 72nd St.

_Chicago, Illinois 60619

Morris, Helen E. . :
National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice o

1307 South Wabash Avenue
Chicago, I1linois 60605
(312) HU 3-0226 ' o

Muedeking, Dr. George
Lutheran Standard
426 South 5th St

- Minneapolis, Minnesota
~(612) 332-4561

—_—

Naylor, Kurtis F.

National Council of Churches
475 Riverside Drive

New York, New York 10027

(212)_3?0 2397
Noble, Sister M. Alfred

-Fontbonne Co]]ege'

6800 Wydawn Rd.
St. Louis, Missouri 63105
(314) VO 2-3456

Noffke, Sister Suzanne

" Siena Center, Racine

5635 Erie Street
Racine, Wisconsin 53402

(414) 639-4100

0'Grady, Sister Mary Denis

“Saint Xavier College

3700 West 103d Street

~ Chicago, I11inois 60655
(312) 779-3300 |

0'Neill, Mrs. Marion
Archdiocese of Chicago

P.0. Box 1979

Chicago, I11inois 60690
(312) sU 7-2315 '

P

Pawlikowski, Rev. John T,

Catholic -Theological Union
5401 South Cornell Avenue
Chicago, I11. 60615

(312) 324-8000
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Peterson, Reverend Charles C.
United Methodist Church

520 East Grand Lake Blvd.
West Chicago, I11linois 60185
(312) 231-3377 _

Puls, Sister Alphonsa

School Sisters of St. Francis
1501 South Layton Blvd.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53215
(414) 384-4105

Puls, Sister Joan

School Sisters of St. FranC1s
1501 South Lavton Blvd.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53215
(414) 384-4105

Ragland, Al :

Chicago Conference on Religion
and Race

116 South Michigan

~Chicago, I1linois 60603

(312) 641-1030

Ragland, Mrs. Helen

Chicago Conference on Re]1gion
and Race j

116 South Michigan

Chicago, I1linois 60603

(312) 641-1030 -

Robinson, Bob

National Catholic: Conference for
Interracial Justice

1307 South Wabash Avenue
Chicago, ITTinois 60605

(312) 341-1530

Rockwood, Dr., Catherine A.
Northern I1linois University
DeKalb, ITl1inois 60115

(815) 753-1543

Rowland, Sister Joyce
College. of Saint Theresa
Broadway

Winona, Minnesota 55987
452-9302

s

Santo, Rev. Mark

National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice

1307 South Wabash

Chicago, I11inois 60605

(312) 341-1530 '

Saunders, Louis A. _
Dallas Council of Churches
901 Ross Avenue

Dallas, Texas 75229

(214) RI 8-5235

Sedawie, Sister Shirley

Qur Lady of Sion Sisters

179 Cotham Rd.

Kew, Victoria, 3101 Australia

Sherman, Dr. Franklin

Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago

1100 East 55th Street

Chicago, IT11inois 60615

(312) 667-3500 - '

Shockles, John

Archdiocese of St. Louis
4445 Lindell

St. Louis, Missouri
(314) 533-1887

Silver, Manuel

American Jewish Congress
22 West Monroe

Chicagae, ITlinois 60603
(312) DE 2-7355

Simon, Rabbi Mordecai
Chicago Board of Rabbis
72 East 11th Street
Chicago, I1linois 60605
(312) HA 7-5863

Sittler, Joseph

Divinity School
University of Chicago
1358 East 58th St.
Chicago, I11inois 60637
(312) 753-4050
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Snodgrass, Gertrude

3906 West Congress .
Chicago, I11inois 60624
(312) 826-5985 :

Sprayregen, Mr, & Mrs. Joel J.

Community Council of Jewish
Organizations

One First National Plaza
Chicago, ITlinois 60670
(312) CE 6-8552 '

Starkes, Thomas

Baptist Home Mission Board

1350 Spring St., NW.
Atlanta, Georgia
(404) 873-4041

Steinbruck, John F.

Luther. P]ace Memor1a1 Church

1226 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, ‘D. C. 20005
(202) 667-1377

Stuhlmueller, Carroll

Catholic Theological Uhion'
5401 South Cornell Avenue

Chicago, I11inois 60615
(312) 324-8000

T

Thompson, Sister Ann
Sisters .of Charity

Mt. St. Joseph, Ohio 45051

244-4426

Twersky, Rabbi Eshia :
Chicago Rabbinical Council
3253 West Hollywood :

Chicago, I11inois 60645
© (312) 267-4390

u
Uhen, Sister Rosita
The Johnson Foundation
East Four Mile Road
Racine, Wisconsin '
(414) 639-3211

]

Weaver, Mrs. William N.

Church Women United in Greater
Chicago

1360 East 58th Street

Ch1cago, IT1inois 60637

(312) 753-3932

Welsh, Sister Eileen

School Sister of Notre Dame -
1340 East 72nd Street
Chicago, I1linois 60619
(312) 642-5291

Whitney, Rev. Ronald G.
Council of Churches

152 Summer Avenue .
Springfield, Mass. 01108

(213) 733-2149

Will, Jdr., Herman

"United Methodist Board of

Christian Social Concerns
100 Maryland Avenue NE
Washington, D. C. 20002
(202) 543-6336 -

" Williams, Rev. Clayton L.

The L. I. Council of Churches

. Roosevelt Field
- Garden City, New York 11530

(5716) 741-0766

Williams, Sister Joyce .
National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice

1307 South Wabash

Chicago, I11inois 60605

(312) 341-1530

X
Yates, Hon. Sidney R.
Rep. 9th District I11.
House of Representatives

‘Washington, D. C.. 20515
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SPEAKERS

Barrett, Rev., Daniel .

Church Federat1on of Greater
Chicago :
116 South Michigan _
Chicago, I1linois 60603
(312) 944-1131

Bird, Thomas E. .
City University of New York
45-74 158th Street '
Flushing, New York 11358
445-7500

Drinan, Hon. Robert
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Egan, Rev. Edward M,
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.0. Box 1979

Chicago, I1linois 60690
(312) 787-2315 '

Evers, Mayor Charles "
Fayette, Mississippi

Fitzpatrick, Peter: ‘ :

- (Speaking for Mayor Richard J. DaTey)
10 South La Salle St,.

Chicago, I1linois 60603

(312) 236-3914

Gwertzman, Bernard
New York Times
4416 Q Street, NW
Washington, D. C.

Hauser, Honorable Rita

Former U.S. Ambassador to the

U.N. Commission on Human Rights

New York, New York ot (¥Av,
' mhio-.g‘}.

Hubbard, Walter T.

Natxona] Catholic Conference for-

Interracial Justice

1719 Smith Tower Bldg.

Seattle, Washington 98104

(206) 464-7845

La Cocque, Dr. Andre
Professor of 01d Testament
Chicago Theological Seminary
5757 South University
Chicago, Illinois 60637
(312) PL 2-5757-

Lorge, Rabbi Ernst M.

Chairman

Chicago Conference of Religion and
Race _

2637 West Catalpa

Chicago, Illinois 60625

(312) Ju 8-0915

Maass, Richard

Chairman, National Conference
on Soviet Jewry

3 Murchison P1.

White Plains, New York

(212) MU 5-8448

Mesche]off, Rabbi Moses
Chicago Board of Rabbis

- 2800 West North Shore Ave.

Chicago, I1linois 60645
(312) 761-4000

Sheen, Archbishop Fulton J.

New York, New York 203 f??}/-
Tanenbaum, Rabbi Marc

American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022
(212) 751-4000

Traxler, Sister Margaret =
National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice

1307 South Wabash

Chicago, I1linois 60605

(312) 341-1530

Vergis, Father Emanuel
Dean of the Greek Orthodox

‘Archdiocese

40 East Burton _
Chicago, Illinois 60610
(312) DE 7-4130
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Wedel, Dr.
President :
National Council of Churches
110 Marvland Ave. NE
Washington., D. C. 20002

Cynthia

Wilson, Rev. Dr. M. L.
Chairman

National Committee of B]ack W
men 1./14' (¢

New York, New York

WORKSHOP CHAIRMEN

Gibbons, Thomas H.
Officer, Federal Contract
Compliance, U.S.
Labor
Washington, D. C.

GilTlen, Sister Ann
Project Awareness
3002 Albans Road
Houston, Texas
(713) 668-7445

77005

Hunter, David R.

hgrch-

Department of

Natignal Council of Churches

475 Riverside Drive
New York, Néw York
(212) 870-2048

10027

Levin, Richard H.

Chapter Chairman

American Jewish Committee
105 west Adams

Ch1cago, “I11inois 60603
(312) 782-2444

MEDIA
Aronson, Mrs. Claire

Jewish Post & Opinion
4300 Marine Drive .
Chicago, I1linois 60613
(312) 477-4393

Bacon, Jack

The New World

109 North Dearborn
Chicago, I1linois
(312) FR 2-5511

60602

. Chicago,

Blau, Eleanor

New York Times

229 West 43rd Street
New York, New York
(212) ST 6-1309

Chambers, Curtis A.
Together Magazine .
The United Methodist Church _
1661 North Northwest Highway

Park Ridge, I11inois. 60004
(312) 299-4411 '

.Critch!ow, James

Radio Liberty -
30 East 42nd Street
New York, New York 10017

(212) 867-5200

De Muth, Jerry
Nat1onal Catholic Reporter

1943 West Chase Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60626

(312) 32}-2522
Klausler, Alfred P.

"Associated Church Press

343 South Dearborn
Chicago, I1linois’
(312) 922-5444
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Moscow, May 17. In conducting its foreign policy set out by the Twenty-fourth
CPSU Congress, the Soviet Union proceeds from the cholce that mankind has today:
the choice of cooeperation or confrontation, of relaxatien or heightening of
tension and in the long run, the choice- of peace or of war, Pravda writes today.
In these conditions, the Soviet Unlon invariably comes out for elimlinating the
seats of war, for rebuffing the encroachments of Imperialists on freedom and
independence of the peoples and firmly upholds the interests of world socialism,
of all its friends and allies, of the peoples waging anti-imperialist struggle.

"Loyal to the principles of socialist internationalism, our people
Jjoin with the struggle of the herolc Vietnamese people. The Soviet people gave
and will continue giving the necessary assistance and support to the Vietnamese-
people," the leading article says, "The Soviet Unien tirelessly stresses that
the only realistic way of selving the Vietnam problem lies in respect for the
rights of the Vietnamese people to decide thelr destiny themselves, without any
interference and pressure from the outside."

"In the Middle East, the Soviet Union is developing and conselidating -
friendship and cooperation with the progressive Arab states, and it supports the
readiness for political settlement of the conflict that is shown by the progressive
Arab states,"

) The situation in Europe offers favorable conditions for implemen- -
tation of the proposals of the socialist countries to convene ‘shortly a conference
on security and cooperation in Europe, the article says., Observance of the
principles of invielability of borders, neninterference in internal affairs,
equality, independence, nonuse of force and renunciation of threats to use force
can serve as the constructive basis for the development of relations among the
states of Europe.



——
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The Soviet Union comes out for the development of good relations
with Asian states., 1Its purpose is to promote consolidation of peace in Asia,
to help the progressive forces of the area to wage the struggle against
imperialism and colonialism, The system of collective security in Asia
proposed by the Soviet Union can be based on principles such as nonuse of
force in relations among states, respect for sovereignty and inviolabillity

‘of the borders, noninterference in internal affairs, development of economic

and other cooperation on the basis of complete equality and mutual advantage.

i "The Soviet Union attaches considerable importance to the
development of equal mutually advantageous relations with the United States,"
Pravda writes., "Relying on the Leninist principles of peaceful coexistence,

the Soviet Union stresses that the improvement of Soviet-American relations

is possible and desirable, but it should be achieved not at the expense of
some third countries of peoples, not to the detriment of their legitimate
rights and interests."

"The Soviet Union and other socialist countries are conducting
a consistent struggle for limitation of armaments and for disarmament.
The Soviet proposal on convening a world disarmament conference received
wide and favorable international response, As regards Soviet-American
talks on disarmament, the achievement of a mutually acceptable agreement
in the Strategi€ Arms7rimitation Talks would be in the interests of the
Soviet and the American people and the interests of international security,"

(TASS)
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We -believe that the following report fro
in the Jerusalem Fost, Sept. 7, is impor

in the fate of Soviet Jewry.

E\?E‘RYONE 1 spoke to described =
A man who has been a student observer of

this as their worst time ever.
Essentially what has happened |is
that there has been a rise In ex-
pectations due to the larger num-
ber of Jews allowed to leave. This led
people to commit themselves and cut
their tles. Now, because of the
education levy, they are unable to
leave, and are also uuvable to re-
sume normal life as they have al-
ready burnt their bridges.

‘They are really “caught in the
middle and their rage and frustra-
ticn Is enormous. The iong-time
leadership is suffering from battle
fatigue. The strain of a life of con-
timuous struggle and bravery in the
face of danger and tension is im-
possible to describe, SBuch effort can
only be sustained when you have
hope; the Imposition of the new
levy has robbed them of even that
consolation.

The Introduction of the levy had
not becn wholly unanticipated. They
have been dreading it since the
autumn of 1870 when there first was
talk and threats of its appll-
cation. Similar kinds of taxes have
been Imposed in Poland and Rum-
ania, but the draconlan reach of
this one was more than they had
expected. Its application in &
totally blanket way, without any
adjustments or let up for anyone
was much worse than they had
feared. ;

For the Soviet citizen who earns
even & pgood Income of say 150
rubles a month, the sums iovolved
are beyond his means. The problem
can be stated In this way: »

In Moscow there are 400 familles
awalting permission to leave, of
whom 80 per cent are lable for the
levy. According to the leadership

there, this Involves sums of between:

15,000 and 20,000 rubles per family
with three persons llable for the im-

Larger sums

In some cases, much larger sums
are required. Professor Benjamin Le-
. vich and his family would have to
' pay 82,000 rubles,. Roman Rutman
and his wife would have to pay
42,000 rubles. The family of Victor
Polsky, 40,000 rubles, and Valentine
Prusakoff, 50,000 rubles. The point
being that there are any number of
families who have besn evaluated at
more than the average figures.

In Minsk, about 4,000 have ap-
plled for permission to leave, and
at least 1,000 of them would be
Hable for the levy.

In Leningrad, there are 1,000 ap-
plicants and the leadership there
estimates that about 350 would be
affected.

In Riga, there are no figures for
the number of applicants, but It ds
estimated that some 30 to 40 per
cent would be affected by the new
levy.

" young people,

August 30 - Bet. 1, 1972

m the Soviet Union publisheo
tant for everyone involved

Soviet Jewish affairs for a long time and who has
a knowledge of the problems involved, completed
a 10-day visit to Moscow, Riga and Leningrad last
Friday. Because of his background, he was received

and confided in by active

members of the Soviet

Jewish struggle for the right to go to Israel. His
first stop outside Russia was London, where he
described what he had learned to our correspondent:

there, DAVID LENNON.

The nse of some of the people
within the Soviet Union has been one
of total panic, They plead that the
money be found to pay the levy
80 that they can get out. Others,
and particularly the leaders, say
that under no circumnstances should
the money be paid. The leaders
+in the four clties of Moscow, Riga
Miosk and Teningrad state that
it I= essentlal that the only response
in the West be that it is not a
tax but a ransom that smacks of
slave trading.

Insatiable

They belleve that the Soviet ap-
. petite 1is insatiable, that the de-
mand was made only at this time
because they felt it would be pald.

From their point of view, they
welcome the most vigorous re-
sponses, including economic boycott,
and they said that they hope that
the U.S. Government does not value
the sale of their corn more than
they do human rights.

They take this position in a cli-
mate where, for the first time in
a very long tlme, in the Soviet
Union the lives of some people are
in jeopardy. Non-Jewish leaders of
the Human Rights movement within
Russla and senlor forelgn diplomats
there all told me that they have
grave fears in the light of the
recent massive acceleration of anti-
Jewish and antl-Zionist campalgns,

They, feel that the danger level
s very high and that there Is very
little time left to reverse the situa-
tion. As an example of the Increas-
ed anti-Jewish actlvities, they note
that in an attack on U.8, Embassy
personnel some months ago, the
only people whose person or pro-
perty was attacked were staff mem-
bers who were known to be Jews.
They noted further that the attack-
ers used anti-Semitic epithets, but
that this aspect of the attack was
never made public.

Response

Among the consequences of the
imposition of the levy ia one in par-
ticular that worries the leadership.
This 18 the response of the
Many of those
whe had planned to go on to col-
lege are giving up the idea. This
leaves them subject to being called
up for the army. for a threc-year

1

stint. They could be considered as
reservists for up to another five
years, and thus would not be grant-
ed exit permits either for them-
selves, or In many cases for their
familles as well.

Valerie Chalidze, a legal expert
of the Soviet Human Rights Com-
mittee and & non-Jew, in analys-
ing this levy urges that it is flle-
gal on the grounds that it Is &
post facto imposition. In a lengthy
discussion with him, he noted that
there was no reguirement for the
repayment of fees at the time these
people studled. In addition, he notes
that, according to the Soviet Com-
stitution, education is free. Further-
more, he stresses that the levy vio-
lates the Soviet philosophy of the
significance of education in Soviet
life.

Stipends

Even those people who recelved
an educational stipend got no more
than 2,400 rubles, while the mini~
mum charge for any graduate 18
5,000 rubles. Furthermore, under
Soviet Law, education s paid for
out of taxation. Chalidze argues
that. if you pay the levy, then you
are entitled to get the tax back.

The statute of limitations on
debts in Russia i3 three years, Yet
people who completed their studies
decades ago are belng asked to re-
pay & supposed debt, he notes, The
levy is in direct contradiction to
the Soviet-sfgned convention prohl-
biting debt bondage. Yet this Is a
debt belng Imposed which can only
be repald by human labour. This
puts the person im perpetual bon-
dage, in the view of the Russian
legal expert.

Without any exception, people
urged that, despite this new factor;
we must not lose sight of the dan-
gers of arrest and detention which
some people are facing.

The foremost of these Is Leonid
Slepak, who was the target of a
.particularly vicious attack in an
article in "'Moscow Pravda” two
weeks ago, In an article condemn-
ing Illlya Glazer, a lengthy section
la devoted to accusing Slepak of
belng as gullty as Glazer. Accord-
ing to people In Moscow, this is a
clear sign that the authoritles In-
tend arresting Slepak in the near
future. The Informants beg that
there be wide-scale protests abouf
it in the West. .




They also reported that a pew
prison camp has been opened at
Perm. Its trusties (prisoners given
minor administrative and command
tasks) are Nazi war criminals. This
has meant that there has been sub-
stantial brutality to the Jewish pri-
soners at their hands, and, in ge-
neral, the conditions of Jewish pri-
soners have deteriorated.

They noted that there are many
prisoners whose cases have not
been raised in the West, andothers
of whom nothing at all is known.
They expressed concern about the
case of some who were not. sen-
tenced for Zionist offences but for
other alleged crimes, but who have
subsequently identified with the
other Jewish prisoners, renouncing
their citizenship and demanding exit
visas; In some cases thelr families
are starving and nobody Bupports
them.

They also expressed anger about
Jews who attend conferencea in
the U.8.5.R. and make no protest
about the plight of the Jews there.
When the existence of the con-
ference Is known at least & year
in advance and the list of dele-
gates made public, why is there no
contact made with these Jews, SBUg-
gesting that they don’t go, or that
if they do that they protest. At
the very least they say the Jewish
conference delegates could go to a
local synagogue to show solidarity.

Complaints

However, not all was complaints.
The leaders asked that this very
specific message be made, public.

We understand about 1 ANCTA~
tic indifference at the Jewish

Agency and the Ministry of Ab-

sorption, but we prefer the most

buresucratic and least comfort-
able ulpan or absorption centre to
the most comfortable life in the

Soviet Union. We prefer the

lesst polite Jewish Agency or

Absorption Ministry functionary

to the most polite KGB man.

It is notable that there ispo’'t an-
ger at Israel so much as sadness for
the errors and omissions. They de-
clared a tremendous gratitude and
love for what Western Jewry has
done. It's so profound that it can't
be described. They keep saying
thank you, thank you, over and over
again, )

'Speaking about their needs, the
Informants streased that everywhere
they are crylng out for more He-
brew lesson books. They are still
handcopylog “Elef Milim,” and they
beg that more coples be brought or
gent In to them. They also need
radlos, taperecorders and typewrlt-
ers 80 that they can maintain
greater contact with the outside
world and among themselves.

Prisoners’ wives

Wives of prisoners need mateida.
support which they say Is very
much lacking.

People who have applied for visas
said that they are aware that a lot
of money is belng raised for them
abroad, but they don’t see it, not
even packages of foods purchased
with these funds.

- They noted that packages were
belng sent to people who had already
left for Tsrael, and asked that the
names of those arriving In Israel

reported so that efforts are not

ed in this way. They also ex-
ipressed their appreciation for all

the phone calls they recelve, but
stressed that it would be much bet-

ter # those activists who got to

Israel were given the means to
phone them, rather than the people
approached to do so by Israel au.
thorities.

In terms of the way money i:
spent, they cannot understand why
50 little use is made of the Jews
who get out to Israel. It would be
quicker and more efficient if those
who get away were listened to for
policy formation and for maintain-
ing 'the necessary contact with
those still {n Russia.

Certificates

There is only one known case
where a person has actually received
a certificate giving them Israel
citizenship, Ernst Levine and his
wife from Minsk. They say that they
know that it is possible to get these
certificates Into the country. They
asked that the Dutch Embassy be
‘pressed into handling them. At the
very least, they say, Israel Radio
could’ have broadcast the names of
those to whom citizenship had been
granted.

They stress. that they need these
certificates because it forms the
basis of their claims. If they have
renounced Soviet citizenship and
have not got their Israel eitizen-
ship, It places them in the greatest
danger. Under Russlan Law, a state-
less person is required to be spe-
clally registered, can be sent from
his place of residence to a place
selected by the State, requires per-
misslon to move from place to place,
and is subject to surveillance. They
are outraged at this jeopardizing of
their lives, and they cannot under-
stand why Israrl does this to them.

Bitterness

One other point on which they
expressed bitterness is over the fact
that some documents which are
smuggled out are suppressed. It is
a hazardous business for the people
who prepare, and get these docu-
ments out of the country. It is an
unspeakable offence to & 'Soviet
Jew who has gone to this trouble

L]

2

not to circulate and publish this
material. Articles which they know
have reached Israel and established
Jewish leaders In the West have
submerged mysteriously and never
appeared in public. Those in Israel
and the West have no moral right to
suppress such documents, they said
with deep anger.

Among the other requests they
made was that there be organized
visits all the year round b_\{ know-
ledgeable people, not just visits by
youngsters in the summer. They
beg that the Volce of ‘America and
the B.B.C'. broadcast some news of

what's happening within the US.SR,
They also want more contact with
Jews In: France, Germany, Sweden
and such places where It Is easier
to establish links.

The leaders whom this visitor met
were - not religlous, though they
were all totally committed
to Zionism, and they were all un-
mistakably and unequivocably Jews.
For them, the rule of Halacha in
marriage issues in Israel is a dis-
aster. They see it as being remote
from their reality, and they know
that after they win the terrible strug-
_gle in 'Russia, they face another one
In Israel as the number of Jews who
have married non-Jews in the Soviet
Union is conslderable. This whole
Issue 1s one of great concern, and
they asked for copies of the deci-
glon In the Shallt case and of the
Nationality Law.

Anxiety

The overall picture of ‘'allya-con-
sciousness today ls hard to estimate
tinual, never-ending harassment and
with the growing anxiety, it 1is
thought that the numbers actually
applying to leave have dropped.

Tn Minsk, there are about 70,000
‘Jews, but it is estimated that to
date only a few hundred have ac-
tually arrived In Israel. The aliya
movement has only begun there in
the last year, but it 18 a growing
centre and 4,000 have made applica-
tions for exit permita.

Some 3,000 of Riga's 30,000 Jews
have already left and It is believed
-that another 10,000 at least are
ready to go.

The Jews of Lenlngrad speak of
it as a city of fear. There ls comn-
tinual, never-ending harassment and
with the best leadership wiped out
In the two trilals, only a handful
carry on the atruggle. Out of 300,000
Jews, only 500 have got out and
about 1,000 have made applications
for exit permits. It {8 belleved that
the potential is massive.

The following CALL FOR HELP FROM SOVIET JEWS was conveyed through
difficult telephone conversations between London and the USSR to

Mr. Greville Janner, member of the British Parliament and relayed to
participante in the conference of Jewish leaders on Sept. 4th.

1. Hear our voices while you still have the chance. We send messages
and letters often at the risk of our lives. YOU make sure that they
receive the maximum publicity.

2. The situation 1s more dangerous than at any previous time. In parée -
ticular it is feared that the arrest of SLEPAK, POLSKI, PRESTIN,RUTMAN,
KORENFELD AND PERELMAN may be imminent. The article in Pravda attacking
Slepak and tying him in during the Glezer trisl is a dangerous indica-

tione.



Ze Flght to prevent us fear being isolateds Try to bring pressure on the
Soviet Parties to stop jamming the "Voice of Israel", the "B.B.C.", the
"YOICE of America™ and the other Western stationse. To restore telephonesg
- those of Slepak, Levich and Lerner are among those atill cut off and
to restore postal facilities - the Jews in general do not get mall.

4, The ransom has not changed the basic situation. There are stilll no
visas for the sclentists.

5. DO NOT PAY THE RANSOM., WE HAVE DECIDED THAT WE DO NOT WANT THIS
MONEY T0 BE PAID FOR US. IT TS BLACKMAIL.

6. Please ensure that Israel Citizenship documents reach those who
have renounced Soviet citizenship or if impossible, at least, ensure
that they are given the number allocated to the citizenship. !

7. Publicize in the Israel official Gazet and elsewhere, the names and
addresses of all those who have applied for visas® This is their main
form of insurance against disaster.

8. No one should come to the Soviet Unlon without protesting and with-
out making contact with the embattled Jews. This 1s equally important
for non-Jewish visitors as for Jewse

#N,B. We have Bince received confirmation fram Moscow that the
word "visov", meaning Invitations for Reunion of Families, should
have been used here. The similarity of the ¥wo words evidently led
to the misunderstanding.

We are printing Vittor Perelman's: THOUGHTS BEFORE THE AUCTION,
in full, and we ask that special attention be paid to the second
part, (after the economic analysis,) describing the effect of the
education levy ofi Soviet Jews.

The Soviet authorities have finally put thelr cards on the table: an
action for which they had been preparing for a long time had obviously
been undertaken, It now becomes clear why a diploma of higher education
meant, for any Jew an automatic refusal of permission to emigrate and
why in the last few months there was such an unusual growth in the
number of specialists whose requests for emigration visas were turned
downe The time for fruitless exchanges of high words with the workers
of the emigration officeas is over, At present everything has been put -
~on g firm financial basis, It 1s now wellknown that on August 3, 1972
“there was issued the decree of the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR, in sccordance with which specialists leaving for Israel are
obliged to pay into the treasuby of the government sums ranging from
4,000 to 25,000 roubles each. These sums are so high that had the re-
patriates even wished to pay them, they would anyway be unable to do
80 without help from the outside. The cost of an emigration visa for
an engineer is equal to his average salary for 6 to 7 yesrs, the visa
of a physician 1s estimated by his pay for 6 years, of a scientist by
his earnings for 6 to 8 years. It 1a absolutely clear that the suthore
ities are trying to force Israel to rensom certain groups of repatriates
and,at this price, to establish a large channel for the influx of
foreign currency, which the Soviet Union greatly needs, The directors
of the financial organs do not even try to conceal the true reasons for
the new decree. Only on August 15 the deputy director of the department
for the finsncing of culture and of health of the Ministry of Finance
of the USSR, Sergei Alyoshin, told a group of Jews who had come to see
him: "We are not 80 naive as to think that you possess such large sums,
gut yog know where you can get them and, I suppose, you will be able to
O 80

‘It seems that the Soviet organs intend to go even further than Vliadislav
Gomulka had gone in his time., The latter had expropriated the property
of the Jews who were expelled by him to Israel. At present they are try=-
ing to take away from people what they do not even have, and to turn -
them thus into a commodity on the international currency exchange., It
ie true, according to the assurance of the Jewish orgenisations abroad,
not a single person wishing to go to Israel will remain in the USSR
bag;u:e gr his lack of money. But are there enough grounds for such
optimism '



As 1t is known, the number of applications for emigration is at prg;ent :
80,000, Assuming that only 25 to 20% of the repatriates have higher
education, even in that case about a quater of a milliard of roubles
will be necessary to pay for their emigration visas. On the other hand,
mass rensoms will serve as a catalyst for a further growth in the number
of applications. But this, in its turn, will necessitate the assignment
of sums that cannot be predicted in any prognostic calculations, It can=-
not be dismissed that already today a new article of export has been
allocated in the foreign trade balance sheet of the USSR, which in its
profitability is capable of competing even with the huge profits

received from the sale of the Tumen o0il or from the natural gas of Siberia.

The question arises: can Israel, from the purely economic point of view,
with its stretched military budget and its huge expenses for the absorp=-
tion of new immigrants, accept this financial burden? I have no doubts
at all that, in their assurances concerning the mass ransom of the re-
patriates, the Jews in the West are motivated by the best of intentions.
However, these promisory notes will have to be paid not by kind support-
ers, but by the sober and realistically-minded politicians, who are
placed before the harsh necessity of thinking about every Dollar of the
Isrseli budget and, no matter how humene these pollticlens may be; the
situation 18 such that many Soviet Jews who have already been degraded
to the position of pariahs, might be doomed to years of waiting until
their turn to be ransomed comes.

It van be assumed that Israel will receive additional credits from the

United States. But they should not be considered as manna from heavens

behind every Dollar there will stand business circles, there will sgain
stand politicians, whose goals have never yet coincided with the goals

of the philantropists...

However, even the credifts will not solve the problem in full. Their
acute need of forelgn currency will force the leading organs of the
Soviet Union to open the sluice~gate of emigration, but does this mean
that for everyone there will come the golden period of Jewish emigration?
No matter how great the need of currency might be, the ideological and
prestige factors will not stop playing the dominating role in the eyes
of the authorities. In the future too, they will not give up the bogey-
man of access to secret materisl, they will not give up secret and un-
explained decisions in relation to some persons, for whom the perspect=-
ive of emigration will remain a lottery, with the only difference that
for a lucky ticket they would also have to pay thousands of Dollars..s

I shall not be surprised if Professor Alexander Lerner is sold for an
astronomical sum, but Academician Levich 1s detained, or the other way
around. If the longe-suffering Ester and David Markish are ransomed, the
daughters of Mikhoels wlll remain as hostages. Such situations might
become typical and, under such conditions, it will become difficult to
speak about the solidarity of the Sovlet Jews,

I remember that just a short time ago, crowds of Jewish youth gathered
near the Moscow synagogue and chanted: "Let my people gol" At that time
all were equal before the eyess of the arbitrary rule, all had qqual
chances to obtain their right to emigration., What motto will now unite
the Soviet Jews? "Sell my people?" Owing monsey to the authorities, will
this not have to be the dream of yesterday's fighters, who, today, will
simply be sold in the auction?

However, the emigration will not be the end of our difficulties: a mass
ransom 1s not charity, i1t 1s merely credit, with all the consequences
ensuing from it. I do not take upon myself the task of predicting these
consequences exactly,but, I think, the feeling of national freedom will
be darkened for many years if, when the person acquires it, he will have
to sign a debt obligation for 10 or 15 thousand Dollars,

These are the realities that we shoud expeot from the decree of August 3,
Evidently, they will concern not only us but many of our brethren in the
futures Even if we are lucky enough to manage to leave, what will they
say if, because of our egofiistical and rash decision we shall doom them
to many years of existance as unsold slaves?



Meanwhlle, the emigration office is striving to carry out_the'new.decree(s~j-
and demands money from those who have already received emigration permits
These people are now being ergued with, persuaded and, in case of delay,
they are even threatened with the cancellation of thelr visas. It seems

that the authorities are in a burry to declare the auction open, fear-

ing that the sale might faill, should civilized mankind answer "NO". .

Victor PERELMAN.
Moscow

ul. Pravdi 7/9 kv 46

On August 23rd Victor Perelman was detained in the 83rd Department of
the militia of the Krasnopresenensky region after he had met with New
York Times correspondent Hendryk Smith until 8 pm. He refused to sign
any documents or give any testimony whatsoever.

In another letter, released Irom England, through Jews in the USSR
on Sept. 29th, Victor Perelman, of Moscow, details the CRUEL CHOICE
facing Soviet Jews. ' .

In this hour no single person who wishes to live in peace with his
conscience can remain indifferent. A law has come into force that
confronts Soviet Jews who wish to emigrate to Israel with a tragic
chhice; to renounce their right to live with their own people or,
agreeing to being placed in the position of médieval slaves, to wait
paseively for the hour when they will be ransomed. I am not discues-
ing the legal aspect of this statute. Its juridical absurdity is
obvious. I am not concerned here with the moral aspect of this Statute
either; what can be more immoral than trade in living human beings?

I simply want to state some facts in order to try to illustrate the
effect of the new law. 1 ' -

One of the first families to be affected by it was that of the Moscow
ertist, Lev Sirkin. By the will of fate, he, his wife and their three
children found themselves cut off from his parents and his only brother,
who went to Israel a year ago. After he received an exit permit and
sold all his property, he was summoned to VIR and told to pay another
14,000 rubles as payment for the higher education which he ahd his
wife had received many years ago. It is doubtful if anyone could more
graphically describe the situation created then Sirkin himself, who
applied to the USSR Ministry of Finance with a request that his family
be released from this tax. Syrkin said: "I do not have the money that
you demand from me. But some property still remains in my house. Take
the keys of my apartment. I won't go into it. Just bring my children
out, give me a thermos with milk for the baby so that there should be
food to give him until we reach the steps of the plane, and I shall
leave today, immediately. Whet sense is there in your holding us?
Anyhow, I have nothing else." This request» has been turned down.

A similar request was made to the Ministry of Finance ofthe USSR by a
resident of Riga, Genri Iosifovich Finberg. QOn June 22, 1941, when he
was the chief accountmnt of the Latvian Office of the State Bank, he
took from besieged Riga valuables warth many millions, paying for this
with the life of his mother and his sister, whom he did not manage to
save., To this very day, in the archives, there is the German leaflet
reading "The black Yid Finberg trdbmitted to the Soviet Authorities
riches belonging to the Latvian people." Now that he has reached the
age of 73, after 48 years of work, the Jew Finberg is still in debt

to the Soviet Authorities for no less than the sum of 17,000 rubles,
which he must somehow acquire in order to pay for the departure of his
fﬂmlyo

And finally, here is another fact which surely cannot fail to shock the
world. A 79 year old resident of the Israeli town of Arad, Yefim
Samuilovich Lipkin, applied to one of the clinics offering to sell his
kidney in order to raise the 11,500 rubles demanded to ransom his =on
and his son's family in Moscow.

One may ask,"Why then are you idle when your bretheen are in trouble?
Is it possible that we, the Jews, cannot collect several tems of
thousands of rubles to help these doomed.people!"™ But reason obliges
me to restrain myself. Reason calls for remaining cool, not only
because ransoming out of a few sufferers may become the tragedy of
thousands for whom money will no longer be available, but also out of
entirely different considerations. The pragmatic world adapts itself
much too quickly to evil to permit us to abet it. After paying the
ransom for one person, we risk find&mg ourselves in the captivity of
eventa with the danger that trade in human beings will become a
customany practice in the 20th centnyy.. If the world remains silent
today, tomorrow to may be too late.

Moscow, 2/9/72 Victor Perelman, Pravda 9t. 7/9, kv 46 Tel: 2514954



Efim Lipkin (left) and Alexander
Bimen (right), Lipkin's grandson,
Both were prepared to raise the
money to ransom Vladimir Lipkin
in Moscow by selling a kidney
for transplants.

POLICE BRUTALITY AGAINST JEWS AT LEBANESE EMBASSY RESULTS
IN MASS RENUNCIATION OF CITIZENSHIP

On the 6th of September about 30 Jews of Moscow waited outside the Dutch
Embassy for about an hour and a half for an embassy official to come

out at take from them a message of condolence to Mrs. Golda Meir én

the murder of the 11 Iseraeli Spprtsmen. Unable to enter the embassy

to present the letter, they telephoned three times only to be told,
finally,that no representative could come outside to accept the message.

Earlier in the afternoon, several Jews had gone to the Moscow Municip-
ality to inform them of thekx intention to hold a meeting by the
Lebanese Embassy as a protest against the crime committed by the

Arab terrorists. They were told to call back, and when they did, the
answer was "You have to hand the protest to the Committee of Physical
Education and Sports." They answered that this had nothing to do with
sporta, and that the meeting would take place as planned.

4t 7 in the evening about 100 people began to gather near the Embassy.
The militia was waiting for them with plainclothesmen and busses, and
immediately began to push the Jews towards the vehicles. The plain-
clothesmen were empecially brutal and both Alexander and Vliadimir Lerner,
Victor Perelman, Victor Falermark and Prof. Moshenson were severely
beateh. About 50 people ware arrested and taken to sobering up stations,
some non-Jews among them, including Andrei Sacharov. One group of

25 while in the cell, wrote the following letter to Prosecutor Rudenko:

"On the 6th of September, we Jews of Moscow, gathered by the building
of the Lebenese Embassy in order to hand the Ambassador a letter
condemning the monstrous crime perpetrated by the bandit organization,
"Black September" which is based in Lebanon and Syria. In reaction to
our lawful act, the militia bagan to beat, strangle and push us into
busses and to mete out punishment in the street. This action by the
militia which claimed to be acting on orders of the authorities
continued for 15 minutes. We were taken by force to the 'sobering-
up® station from which we are writing this letter. We believe that
these deeds of the pilitia on g day when the whole world is shocked

at the cruel crime of Arab.terrorists shames the State. We express
our deep protest against these acts of the militia and demand that
criminal charges be brought against those responsible for the pogrom
at the Lebenese Embassy,' (signed)

V. Belotserkovsky, I. EKorenblit, A. Lerner, V. Lerner, V. Perelman,

B. Moshenson, R. Pardovski(?), A. Novikov, Yehudit Perelmen, V. Failermark,
G. Rayevsky, A. Tiomkin, M. Bogurski(?), or Gordonski, M. Belfor, N.
Belfor, D. Markish, E. Markish, S. Galkin & Galkina, Gurevich, Waxman,

V. Mash, A, Levit,B. Tsitlonok, Berenstein.

As a result of these events and the failure of the Soviet Government
to condemn the murder at Munich 100 Moscow Jews announced that they
were sending their renunciations of citizenship to the Supreme Soviet.
The following is the text of their announcement of intent, entitled:

DECLARATION FOR PUBLICATION

"All the world was shocked'when it heard of the cruel murder by Arab
terrorists of the Israeli Sportsmen at the Olympic Games in Munich.

A wave pf protest passed over all continents. Governments and heads of
Governments condemned the dastardly crime. For the first time in all the
history of the Middle Eas$é conflict, some Arab governmente also con-
demned the terrorists. At the same time, the Soviet press described

this crime as just a tragic incident. In the Tass announcement it was
not even mentioned that the murdered men were members of the Israeli
delegation. Until now, the Russian Government has not published any
announcement condemning the terrorists.
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We think that this situation is shameful to Soviet citizens, because
failure to condemn the murders encourages the perpetrators to further
crimes. On the 6th of September, we sent a letter to the 'Head of the
Government with a demand that the crime be condemned in the name of
the Soviet State. But this has not been dealt with. Moreover, the
authorities prevented us from presenting our condolenced through the
Netherlands Embassy to the people of Israel, and those who wanted to
hold = memorial meeting were dispersed, arrested and some even beaten.

Shocked by all this, we have decided to waive our Soviet citizenship

and letters to this effect were sent to the Supreme Soviet."

Some of the signers: Saveli, Grigori Volokh, Larissa Volokh, Anatoli

- Lev Gendin, Liebgover, Vadim & Vera Belotserkovski, Alexander
V. Krizhak, Lerner, Victor Perelman, Eduard Shifrin,

A1l the names of the signers were transmitted to Isréel, but have not
yet been released oublicly. '

On the 15th of September, we were informed that the following Jews of
Moscow had all waived their Soviet citizenship and requested Israeli.

Beilin Yosif Morduch Bercovich and his wife, Dina Kusielowvna

Moscow & 61
ul. Boshoi Cherkizovskaya 6/3 kv 52

Lvoveki Mark Itscovich Lvoveki Piotr Alexander
Moscow M 129041 . Moscow
per. Astrachanski 19/2 kv 1 ul. Kirov 38 kv 11

Manievich Yefim Mendelevich and his wife: Alla Leonidovna
Moscow E 272 .
ul. Trefonavskaya 61 kv 55

Bobinski Simion Naumovich
Moscow E 141 .
Bolshaya Periaslavskaya 10/87

'Further requests for Israeli citizenship have been received:

Smilanski Emanuel and Alla; They first requested citizenhhip in the
beginning of July 1971. (News Bullstin on
: Russian Jewry, July 4, 1971)
Belfor Moise and his wife, Nima - _
Grigori Voldman Efimovich and his wife: Melvina Polonskaya
Vadim Belotserkoveki and his wife,Vera

THREE EXAMPLES OF RENUNCIATIONS OF SOVIET CITIZENSHIP

To: The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR

The events of recent years that have accompanied the st e of Jews
to emigrate to Israel, the refusals Hithoug reason, firiggs%rom jgbe.
persecution by trial and without trial, the eventa of the past few days
by the Dutch and Lebanese Embassies and by the Moscow Synagogue on

the day celebrating the Jewish New Year have deeply offended my
national and human sensitivities. This and the absence of Government
condemnation of the barbarous murder of my brothers in Munich that even
spome Arab States thought it fitting to condemn, has brought me to

the decision to waive all the rights and duties ofza Soviet citizen.

With this letter I officially declare my renunciation of Soviet cit
izen-

ship and hope that the Supreme Soviet will find .

honorable, and will confirm my request, O R

I wish to add that, I on my part, without any connection with the
decision of the Supreme Soviet, do not consider myself a Soviet citizen

fr W .
R Lo¥ on (signed) Kosharovsky Yuli Mikhailovich
Moscow
Ul. Sherimetievskaya 75 a, kv 66

To: The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR

¥Within a short space of time the world has twice witnessed the murder
of peaceful Jewish civilians; the tragic events in the Ieraeli airmort
in Lydda, and during the Olympic games in Munich., I am protesting
against the position tuken by the Soviet Government in reference
to these murders which could well become commonplace only because
of the absence of public condemnation on the part of the Soviet Union.



But more than that, the mass murder in Lydda airport was commited withg
the help of Soviet arme. However, even this fact did not persuade the
Soviet Government to state that by arming the sO-called Palestine
Liberation Front, it did not support the killing of peaceful pupulations.
The fact that the mass murder during the Olympic Games of the Israeli
sportsmen was also not followed by & condemnation bf the Soviet
Government leads us to believe that its position ie constant.

I do not consider it possible for myself to remain a citizen of a
state vhich is able to adopt immoral decisioms. No political, or any
other reason can poesible justify such a decision in my eyes.

I ask the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the UBSR to consider this
application as an official rengunciation of Soviet citizenship. I ask
you to give the Ministry of the Interior the necessary ineéructions
oconcerning the receipt of my passport (identity card) and concerning
the issue of proper papers for a foreign citizens residente.

(signed) Vliedimir Zaslavski
Israeli citizen, Identity card No. 329, August '72
Moscow, Begovaya 32, kv 12

To: The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR

Many yeers ago, I, a Jew, understood that it is impossible
to 1live in a country where national Jewish life does not exist and to
remain a Jew, Assimilation was unsuitable for me and I applied for
an exit visa to the State of Israel, the national Jewish state.

The events of recent years, judiciel and unofficial persecution of
Jews, unmotivated refusals from OVIR, prohibition of the study of
Hebrew, lawless firing from their jobs of Jews who have presented
their documents for exit visas, and finally the attack on Jews who
had gathered near the Lebanese Embassy to express their sorrow and
indignetion over the murder of members of the Israell delegation
committed by bandits of "Black September", have exhausted my patience.

With this document I renounce my Soviet citizenship for I cannot
consider myself a citizen of a state which did not even condemn offic-

ially the murder in Munich of my brothers of the same Jewish blBod

ae 1. (signed) Victor Mandelzweilg
Moscow
Lavochkina 48/3 kv 59

On the 7th of September 26 Tews of Klev went to Babi Yar with wreaths
of flowers and banners reading, "In Memory of the 11 Spprismen Who
Were Murdered Because They Were Jews." All 26 were picked up in a
truck by the militia and held 17 hours without food or water in one
room. Then 15 were released and 11 remanded for 15 days on the charge
of disturbing public order and public transportation. The 11 were:

Soroko Yuri & Batia, Melamed Zinovi, Remenik Simcha, Monastirski Ian,
Vernikov Vladimir, Tartakovski Yuli, Yampolski Mark, Ruchman Simion,
~ Mirietski David, Dobrenko Dimitri

On September 27th Kiev Jews applied to the Municipality forpmermiss

to gather at Babi Yar and lay memorial wreaths thggi, gn Szgg 29th.1°n
Z.F. Zernetski of the Municipality told them that the wreaths should
not be blue and white, the word "Jew" should not appear on the
streamers, and no speaches would be allowed.

On the 29th more than 2000 people gathered at Babi Yar. Th

¥hich Alexander Feldman and Lazar Aratovski (Kishinev) wer: ?igii;

with the wreaths was stopped by the militia who tore the streamers

off because they were written in Hebrew. After the wreaths were

laid dn the grave-site, the Jews were ordered to leave; Feldman and

:;gt:::iidwgietdzivan offdby thedmilitia, detained for a few hours
e a ey would be :

R el y . made to answer for any further

In Riga a memorial meeting of some 300 Jews rof the ch 11
up Ef police shortly after they arrested Zalmen Tripsk who t:?:db:gken
read Kaddish, Tripskin was detained for several hours and then released

vithout being charged

birsk a group of Jews asked the municipal auth
ggi%géggéi:fifgzisda m;m:;ial meeting for the Hgnic:uvigzizéfsrigir
0 e misunderstaos?“ € reason given was that "Such a meeting



In Eishinev, more than a thpousand Jews gethered near the memorial 9
to victims of the pogroms for a memorial service devoted to theill
Israeli Sportsmen. Yzkor and Kaddish were recited. The militia did-
not tnterfere. This was said to be the largest gathering of Jews .
in Hishinev 8ince it was incorporated into the Soviet Union. '

Jews of Kharkov sent a cable to President Shazar expressing their
grief over the murder of Israeli sportsmen in Munich and their
certainty that the murderers will not escape punishment.

The signers were: Constantine Skoblinsky, Yuri Miloslavsky, Yefim
Shchukin, Victor Yassman, Solomon Greenberg, Leonid Kerbel, Alexander

Braguinsky '

?OLIGE PREVENT CELEBRATION OF HOLIDAYS
ROSH HASHANA, SEPT 8, and 9thIN MOSCOW

"Our holiday was Bpoiled completely"”, we were told in a conversation
with Moscow. Those who came very early were allowed into the Synagogue,
but then the police, out in strength refused to permit people to pass
barricades they had erected at both ends of Arkhipov Street. Those who
managed to enter, were forced to continue walking, and if they stopped,
were pushed on by the police. The open space opposite the Synagogue
had been fenced off so that 1 people could not assemble there.
Then they channelled traffic from the main street to Arkhipov. For

the first time in the history of the Synagogue the police came up

under the columns of the building and dispersed the groups standing
there, - Dan Roginski wes arrested as he tried to enter the street

and detained for three hours at a militia stationz He was released
only when 15 friends testified that he had not used coarse language

as charged by the police. One report stated that only 100 people
managed at all to reach the synagogue, and that civilian volunteers
with red arm bands patrolled the streets and drove off Jews approaching
the synagogue. They even ran after Jews, yelling, as far as subway
station, Zhinskaya, 10 minutes away.

Yuli Kosharovski warned that the use of a large number of youth with
red patches on their sleeves given license to chase after Jews on the
sbtreets of Moscow bodes 111, This creates a precedent for every
youngster, or groups of them, who put on red patches %o be able to
express open anti Semitism in the name of an officially approved
struggle against Zionism. ;

The Hlext day, Saturday, the area around the synagogue was again fi}led
with police and traffic rerouted so that there was a steady atream

of vehicles down Arkhipova., The police did not let anyone by:' even the
elderly and did not allow people to congregate even on Bogdon Khmil-
nitski St. And again, only those few ®ho arrived very early in the morn-

ing were able to enter the symnagogue

The Jews of Moscow also sent a telegram to Brezhnev and to the First
Secretary of the Communist Party: )
We proteat the crying injustice of national discrimination, dispersal

of Jews who came to the Synagogue on Rosh Hashana in Moscow. We
demand that the violation of the rights of the Jewish minority cease.

This telegram was signed by Babel, Belotserkovsky, Wasserman, Peluch(?)
Galperina, Liebgover, Manievich, Polsky, Reginski, Slepak and others,

94 Jews had also sent a letter to the Moscow Municipality, and on the
14th of September, Vladimir Zaslavsky, Yosif Begun, Ilia Belau and
Victor Polsky met with Piegov, Secretary of the Municipality. (He had
once been Secretary of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet., The
conversation lasted about an hour, Piegov told them that all religious
events must take place inside the place of worship according to an old
law. When they answered that the Provoslavs also paraded in the streed,
Piegov repliéd that had been true, but from now on it would not be
permitted either. He said that on Simcha Torah no dancing and singing
in the street would be allowed, He justified the police behaviour
saying that they had been disturbing workmen, When it was pointed out
that there had been no workmen anywhere in sight, he answered that
perhaps there was machinery in the area. Piegov also refused their
request that traffic be kept out of Arkhipov St. and certainly not
deliberately redirected through it. Piegov insisted that only the
Municipality had the right to determine traffic arrangemente and the
requests of Jews would not be taken into consideration.
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Piegov also informed them that the prosecutorAs office is checking the
file of Dan Roginski who was charged with insuiting the police.

On YOM KIPPUR eve, before Tpm hundreds of Jews gathered in the synagogue.
At 7:00 the police again directed traffic through Arkhipov St., and at
T7:30 closed the street to pedestriens. The following day, at 11:00,:

the police again put up barricades and allowed no one to enter or
loiter in the area, before or after the service.

SIMCHAT TORAH was celebrated only inside the synagogue on Shabat,
August 30th for again, scores of police and more than a hgndred
youths with red arm bands prevented entry into the street after

7 pm and immediately after the prayers all the police and volunteers
llnked arms and kept the street clear as people came out.of the
building. There was some singing on the steps of the synagogue which
the police tried to stop, shouting through bull-horns, "Stop singing,
you're disturbing the services.” About a thousand people packed the
synagogue, but one elderly lady told a newsman "There is no joy
tonight. We are all depressed.” (Reuters) One Moscow Jew told MaAriv,
"It has been a tradition for many years to gather by the Synagogue on
Simchat Torah. This is the first time the authorities have prevented
this. Inside the synagogue it was a holiday, but how many people
could get in? lMany who came found their way blocked, and went home
to celebrate there."

One young man, Valerie Kormnblit, who refused to leave on police
orders was taken to a militia station. : :

INTENSIVE ACTIVITY IN MOSCOW TO PREVENT ADOPTION OF EDUCATION
LEVY BY SUPREME SOVIET ENDS IN ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS

On the 15th of Sept. 9 or 10 Jews went to the Heception room of the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet to request an answer to the letter
dated Sept 5th, addressed to the Supreme Soviet and signed by 500 Jews,
They presented the following letter asking to be received:

"On the 5th of September of this year a letter was presented to the
Supreme Soviet from 500 Jews from 10 cities of the Soviet Union. In
this letter they explained the absence of judicial, econdmic and
social foundation to the order of the Supreme Soviet of August 3, 1972,
exacting payment for their education for people leaving the USSR.

Beaides the request to members of the Supreme Soviet not to confirm the
order, the letter contains some suggestions concerning the solution of
problems concerning the repatriation of Jews from the Soviet Union to

Israel.

Considering the importance of the problems,raised in this letter,
which effect the tate of a large number of people, (a8 The numoer ol
signatures testifies), we believe that members of the Supreme Soviet
have already perused this letter which was presented 10 days ago. And
today, on the 15th of September, on the eve of the opening session of
the Supreme Soviet on the 19th of Sept, we ask to be received by a
member of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet in order that he may
clarify to us the position of the Presidium

We hope that we will not have to wait all day to be received or to
struggle for thie in the coming days." (signed)

Victor Polski, Lev Libov, Natan Feingold, Victor Mandelsweig,

Vadim Belotserkovski, Vladimir Lerner, Boris Tsitlonok, Boris

Einbinder, Alexander Lerner, Ida Nudel, Vladimir Slepak, Yefim Manievich,
Vliadimir Zaslavsky, Nina Beilina, Boris Orlov, Yuli Kosharovski,

Tamara Galperina, Piotr Lvovski, Mark Lvovski.

In two hours, a clerk told them that the members of the Presidium

were busy with preparations for the session and cannot receive them.
Then the Jews asked to see the Chief of the Reception Room to ask

for an explanation as %o why an appointment cannot be set. The same
clerk returned with the reply that he,too, is in a meeting and cannot
see them. At 3 pm, the group left the building and sent a telegram to
the President of the Supreme Soviet, Podgorny:

'&oday, at 10:00, we, a group of Jews came to the Reception Room and
applied with a request to be received by someone in a responsible
position concerning the problems included in the letter of Sept 5th in
from 500 Jews. The clerk, in the name of the Secretariat and the
Chief of the Reception Room, announced that no one of the responsible
officials can receive us. The problems of repatriation of Jews
discussed in the letter touch on the vital interests of many o
thousands of People and we stand firm on our request to be received.




The 19th of Sept, the day of the opening session of the Supreme '’/

Soviet was a day of arrests for more than 30 Moscow Jews. Before

noon when about 30 Jews gathered at the reception room of tle Supreme
Soviet, the KGB had begun taking Jews, some from the street, and some"
from their homes. Vladimir Slepak was arrested at his home, released,
and rearrested later in the day. Feingold, Orlov, Roginski, Shapiro,
Taipin, Belotserkovski, Wexler, Zaslavsky, Begun, Mash, Babinski, .
Ida Nudel, Mikhail Babel, and Einbinder were among those arrested in
the morning, and some, like Slepak were released only to be picked up
again in the afternoon. '

Those who had gone to the Supreme Soviet were not received, and in

the late afternoon went to the Central Telegraph Office, where they
declared a hunger strike. The police ordered them to leave, and arrested
Manievich when he refused to do wo.

At the same time, outside the building of the Supreme Soviet Israel
Palchan and Valerie Krizhak, wearing a white Magan David on their

coats declared a hunger strike. They were joined latei by six who had
gone to the Central Telegraph: Lev Levin, Ilia Belau, Evgenia Kirshner,
Rizik (?), Boris Tsitlonok and Anna Krasina. Barly in the evening, the
police arrived, beat them and adragged them into police vans. They
were searched at the police station. In protest against their arrest
and the brutal treatment they declared a hunger strike. It was
reported that they were transferred to Matroskaya Tishina, except for
Anna Krasina who was fined 20 rubles and released. Levin and Evgenia
Kirshner were sentenced to 10 days, and Palchan, Rizik, Teitlonok,
—and Krizhak to 15.

The next day it was reported that Ilia Belau was transferred to a
mental hospital, and that Alexeli Tummerman had been arrested and
confined to the Soloviov mental hospital where he declared a hunger
strike. Belau was released on the 26th, but Tummerman was still
detained under the pretext that a consultation was required. David
Asbel, Tumerman's relative, asked that Tummerman be released in his
custody, but the request was refused.

On the 20th when relatives went to inquire about those arrested, some
were told that they would be charged with hooliganism, some were

directed to the local militia station where no information was available
and some were told that the prisoners would be released in three days.

14 Moscow Jews wemt to the reception room of the Central Committee and
presented a letter demanding the release of those arrested. The assistant
to the Head of the reception room, Pilatov, told them that this

was a matter for the Prosecutor's office. There, the delegation was

told that they would receive an answer in 5 days.

It was not until the 23rd of September that the wheweabouts of Vliadimir
Slepak and Yefim Manievick became known. Both had been sentenced to

15 days administrative detention and were being held, with Palchan,
Tsitlonok and the others in Matroskaya Tishina.

15 of those who had been released had been held in prisons in two small
towns, Kolomna and Volokolansk, about 100 kms from Moscow. Five in
Kolomna protested to the head of the prison that their detention was
illegal. He admitted this and told them that they would be released
after the session of the Supreme Soviet. It was reported that Ida
Nudel was questioned for 11 hours, from 8 am till 7 pm before

she was released.

During this entire period morethem 20 telephones of Moscow Jewa were
cut off. In Leningrad too phones of activists are "not working", and
in Kharkov it is impossible to reach Skoblinski and Kerbel and the
telephone of Solomon Greenberg, according to the Moscow operator, has
been removed from the apartment.

BORIS3 TSITLONOk'3 MOTHER CALLS ON THE STATE OF ISRAEL TO
DEFEND ITS CITIZENS (from Nasha Strana, Oct.l1l.72)

Your paper reported on the 2lst, 22nd, and 24th of September that 34
Jewa of Moscow had been arrested. SOmapara released and at least four
of them were detained and sentenced to 15 days imprisonment, but the
names of those Jews were not printed.

They were tried behind closed doors and nobody was permitted to
attend the trial. My son, Boris Tsitlonok,was one of those tried. He
is in Moscow alone. The entire family has been in Israel for a year,
My son, Boris Tsitlonok is a citizen of the state of Israel and our
country must defend his rights.

If the Jewish State does not defend him, and does not express its
indignation to the whole world, who will put out his hand to assist
our children in the Diaspora?l
(signed) Orlova, mother of Boris Tsitlonok
Kiriat Ata
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The following are as many of the names of the 500 who signed the
letter of Sept. 5th to the Supreme Soviet as were intelligible to
any extent at all. We cannot vouch for the accuracy in particular
of the names from Vilna;

Moscow

Anatoli and Isabella Novikov, Alla Moiesieva, Alla & Emanuel Smilanski,
Svetlana Volinskaya, David & Ester Markish, Mark, S8ofia, Yutri Popllanski,
Victor & Yelena Polski, Victor Mandelsweig, Ida Nudel, Vliadimir Zaslavsky,
Vladimir Mash, Yacov Rubenstein, Zhana Rostopova, Alexander Levich,
Valentina Grishkova, Leonid Koshevoi, Sofia Mikhailova, Grigori & Lidia
¥oldman%,Vladimir & Ada Gershovich, Vladimir Schwarzburd, Vladimir
Lifshitz, Leonid ....man, Edward Shifrin, ....Savelina, Anatolil Lijggover,
Alexander Raikhil, Alexander Butov, T1ia & Sofia Lerman, Yuli Kosharovski,
Alexander Belinson or Beilison, Boris Einbinder, Mariana Orlova, Larissa
& Grigori Volokh, Victor Fairmark, B.. Rabinovich, Mark:Nashpitz,
Boris....Grigory Woldman, Malvina Polonskaya, Vliadimir Toder, Yuri
Nepomnyashchi, Olga & Simion Galkin, Boris & Maria Orlov, Stella
Goldberg, Maria Tserulnikova, Dan & Valentina Roginski, Alexander
Voronel, Alexander & Vladimir Lerner, Yehudit Lernmer Perelman, Mark
Lvovski, Piotr Lvovski, Ilia & Evgenia Krishner (?), Vliadimir Prestin,
Yelena Prestin, Alexei Tummermen,.....Brenner, Leonid...., Leohid Yoffe,
Galina Erpsher, Bella Rosenthal, Vitali Rayevseky, Maria Sofia
Azernikova, Lydia & Mark Shmukler, Vladimir Shachnovsky, Rite
Khotinskaya, Lev Levin, Alexandra Levina, Lev Moshkovich, Vera &

Vadim Belotserkovski, Larissa Zarachova, Mark Kreibel(?), Anna
Rozenkrantz, Yosif Kogan, Nora Kormblum, V. Peluch, Mikhail Babel.

G. Goldberg, Yaacov Pisarevsky, Nina & Moise Belfor, Valentin &

Ludmilla Prussakov, Gavriel Shapiro, Marina & Shmuel Gurvitz,

Yulia Shmukler, Natan & Yulia Feingold, Solomon Inditeky, Ilia &

Lydia & Ludmilla Korenfeld, Lev Libov, Natalia Slepyan, Boris Moshenson,
David Asbel, Yosif & Dina Beilin, Muesia Zaichik, Yevsel Hatner,

Ktsia Margolina, Anatoli & Tamara Galperin, Mark Novikov, Yu. Zaitov,

V. Bechova(?), .. Khazanov, A. Krushkov, Letnid Shenkman, Rita
Brianskaya, Leonid & Sheina & Lev & Haia Sonim, Stella Kaminetskaya,
Anatoli Gershman, Yelena Kremli, Valentina Kuperman, Israel Palchan,
Valerie Krizhek, Mikhail Rozenblit, Alexander Shapiro, Yulia Bronstein,

" Yosef Begun, Roman Rutman, Yelena Gorlina, Boris Tsitlonok, Mikheil
Kaachkin, Vliedimir, Alexander & Maria Slepak, Grigori Teitelbaum,

Grigori Svichinski, Yuri Wasserman, Lev Rosen, Maria Yacoboshvili,

Nella Voronel, U. Itin, U. Gorman, Mikhall Kerbel, Ilia Belau,

Yuli Wexler,...Vilenchik, Boris Olshanski,...Olshanskaya, Berta
Kaminetskaya, Lev Meyerson, G. Shechtman, Ye Shechtman, Zinaida

Tabatchnikova
: Leningrad

Lerner Lev, Zinaida Katz, Galina Eidelman, Ludmilla & Heinrich Mirkin,
Varnovitski, Alexander Radovski (or Aradinsky), Hillel Shur,f{¥aikkewyx
Sodikov Alexander, Daniel Teitelbaum, Valerie..., Victor....,

Mogilever Yulia, Rubenstein Boris, Vladimir Rifkin, Mikhail Magarshak (7?)
Yagor Nikolai, German Berdnik (?), Mira Azernikova, Zeitlina Evgenia,
@enrieh Gleiman Felix, Boguslavsekaya Galina, Goldfeld Moise, Butman Eva,
Khazanov Mikheil, Lea Kelbaner, Menucha & Lazar Liberman, Leonid
Tarasiuk, N. Rostovteeva, E. & M. Volokhonski, N. Podraghanski

Vilnius

Zelig & Sara Gafanovich, Yacov Rubenstein, Sonia Magunieneh, Yudelis
Magunas, Eitan Finkelstein, Boris Shapira, Leonid Feigin, Felix Goldberg,
Yacov Shlanski, Goldstein, Emanuel Goldberg, Grigori & Piotr Pavleshas
Bella Pinsker, Rita Goldberg, Yoram Koenigsberg, Rosa & Oleg Zhelikaite,
Efim & Zina Goldpert, Ruta Zaivinovich, Yacov Yoffe, Vitali Resnik,
Mara Vegerite, Zina Levina, Mendel Levin, Wulf & Alla Hajet, Alexander
Karpovski, Suzanna Levina, Yosif Levinas, Israil Vilenchikov, Zamuil
Zalberg, A. Friedmanov, Etel Friedmaneleh, Yana Braid,Pidtr Abramski,
Isac & Nadiezhda Zusmanovich, Shalom Kotler, Yaron Shteilman, Lev
Slavinski, Grisha Golanman, Benyamin Gotlieb, Korenfeldas, Lerman,
Odelis Gershoviches

Please Note: Address of Hillel SHUR;
- Volkhov
ul. Mira 1



SOVIETS USING PRETEXTS OTHER THAN EDUCATION LEVY TO DEMAND MOWEY 13
DEMAND PAYMENT FOR MAINTAINING MAN FOR LL YEARS IN PRISON

MIROTCHNIK Haim
ul. Daugaspils 26/3
Riga ) .

an invalid from World War II, now 61 years olfi was first imprisoned in
1952 and was rehabilitated in 1957. In 1958 he was sentenced to 15
years for economic violations without being required to repay any sums.
11 years later, because he was chronically 1ll and unable to work, he
was released on recommendation of a medical commission. In August '72
he received permission to join his son in Ierael. When he came to OVIR
on the 28th of August to receive his visa, he was told that he would
have to pay 10,200 rubles to repay the state for maintaining him in
prison,

His son, Moshe Mirotchnik, an engineer arrived in Israel two months

ago from Leninffgrad, but was forced to leave behind his wife, Lubov,

and their 2% year old daughter Marina. They had requested exit visas

in April, and after receiving a refusal in mid-June, Moshe sent 6 :
letters protesting +the decision. In a letter to Brezhnev, he complained
about an OVIR inspector who had told him in advance that he would not

be allowed to leave, and asked if she had the right to make such
decisions. 10 days later, he was summoned to OVIR and the same inspector
told him that he had been granted permission, but without his wife :

end child. Her address 18: wyrotchnik Iubov Moisievna Tel: 116772
: Leningrad speaks
Dzerzhinskogo 79 kv 5 . only Russian

REPORTS OF DEMANDS FOR PAYMENT FOR CHILDREN.

It was reported that one family from Leningrad was forced to pay
400 rubles (the passport fee) for a child under 16, and anotheri%
from Zacarpathia had to pay the full price of 900 rubles for ab _
year old baby. Both families arrived in Israel late in September.

We were told of an interesting case, but were given no names, of
2 former American citizens,who had come to the USSR as children,
vwhose repatriation was delayed because of a demand for 35% more
foreign currency to make up for the amount deducted by the Soviet
Bank when exchanging foreign currency. It was reported that the
US had presented an official protest.

EXIT VISAS REVOKED FOR SIGNING PETITION

Rafael iRABINER of Riga received his exit visa; valid for departure until
Sept. 14. He had paid the 900 rubles, and completed all formalities,
but, unable to book a flight from Moscow begfore the 14th, he bought

a ticket for the 16th., When he returned to OVIR in Riga to obtain

a two day extension, all of his documents, including his exit visa

were impounded and he was told that his exit visa had been cancelled
because of his bad behaviour. Rabiner was then summoned to the KGB

where he was advised to go to the militia and apply for the return of
his identity card. Otherwise, he wastold, without his internal passport,
and Soviet citizenship, it would be possible to do as they please with
him, for instance, to exile him to Khazakstan., In the KGB, Rabiner

was told that his visa had been revoked because he had signed a
collective petition protesting " the education levy.

N.B. Rafael Rabiner had requested Israeli citizenship. We do nbt lmow .
if it hes been granted him.

It has been reported that another Rigan Jew named Rosenberg also had
his exit visa revoked even though he had paid 4000.rubles education
tax because he had signed a vrotest petition against the levy. .

These two cases may have been the result of two events in Riga. Un Sept 2,
Vladimir Gelfandbein was detained in the street in Riga and taken to -

the militia station. He was searched, and a letter protesting the
education levy was found and confiscated, He was released.

On September 12, Vliadimir Chervinski, Mikhail Kuzinets and Lazar Keet
were taken as they were leaving their apartments to the Militia, search-
.ed and warned to stop their activities, or face arrest. After several
hours they were released.



[page(s) missing from
original]



APPEALS FOR HELP

f the United Nations:
To: the General Secretary o

yppeal to you with a request for help. On the 10th of Sgpte:ber. 1971,
3 opee ntéd documents for an exit visa to Israsl for mysel ;n mytext
g E:i;e On the 24th of January, 1972, I was refused under the pre
t;at our departure is inexpedient.

' 8 rema
eons in our family. -Tharg are two year )
Th:ii %rge;giegosﬁzgeiva a pension, and three years untéi mgt:ifeadqes
;; ot piaribsc g g g 3§ui::§8t§n'gr£rov%§§:;e ggesiggnt Nixon's _
piagi:I 1gni%taa§gthigfng;yfe% was summoned by a KGB official who promiqed
:ﬂ:t my'case would be reviewed.

I have written 26 complsm - 3 viewsed.
ts, but my case has not yﬂt been re
Now, my son has been clasaified with those under aecurit.y restrictions,
’

though he did not serve in the SoYiet Arm; d has never Pa@ access to
secret material., He is a surgeon! ) .
I ask you to help us leave for Israel. It is our right.

(signed) Baron Yosif Z.

Lachplesha 56 kv 5 5 pa
The above was printed in Nasha Strana, Tel Aviv, September 24, 1972. 1 |
date of the letter was not given. _

" To: Chairmﬁn of thé-Pféaid1um of the Supreme Soviet: N.V. Podgorny

We, two teachers, were fired from our jobs immediately after we presented
" our documents for exit visas. O o the Sories
: rked sinferely for twenty years on eh o e
gg:glgf gﬁrh;::a::s also have worked hoge:{iy ::g ga:;eggfggd:grtha State
nemies. All of us have repai manie ;
gggga%:gneloﬁé ago, even though our parents received their education
beior to the establishment of the Soviet Regime. : s s

: before leaving
call for the payment of the education tax _
gﬂ: gg::i:tégion foingarael'is totally lacking both judicial anguggonomio
foundation. It is illogical, lawless and contradicts the QOnati on
which is the basic law of the USSR, and international law.

' £ the
delegate and president to raise the question o
:grgzgt{gﬂ :; :his 1g§uman resolution during the session of the Supreme .

t of the USSR: - delman, Teacher of Literature
o A (igned) gg:::nguxgavkina,.Teachuof Mathematics
SIMFEROPOL

LUDMILLA PRUSSAKOVA REFUSED URGENT OPERATION:(David Lemnon, Jerus Poat)
(f ept 14, ’-2-) 3 * “After being dismissed from my “The effect of what we have been
= work my health began to deteriorate, suffering during all this period of.
and it appeared that T was develop. time has caused a considerable de-

i
Mr, Kurt Waldheim

"My dear friends, '

First of all I conslder It neces-
‘sary to edvise you that my :appli-
catlon Is of a personal nature. I
am submitting a request to you
with an appeal for help to pre-
gerve what health remalna to me,
and at this time I fear not only for
my own health, but for the health
‘and Iife of my future, as yet un-
born, chiid. -

TWO-YEAR NIGHTMARE

"“Two years ago my husband and’
T submitted an application to OVIR
(the office which issues exit per-
mits) for permission to emigrate to
Israel. From that moment our lives
have ‘developed into a wveritable
nlghtmare. Only a few days after
my application to OVIR I was dis-
imissed from work., I had been em-
ployed by “Progress” Publishers and
It would seem that my desire to
‘emigrate with my husband to Israel
could hardly serve as a reason for not -
allowing me to work. But, truth ls
stranger than fiction. In reality the
desire to Uve In Israel puts a per-
son 1o the Soviet Unlon outside the:
law and, as In primitive times, a
person cannot do what he feels is
right and has no protection afforded
him by the law of the state. This
I know, unfortunately, from my own
bitter personal experlence. - i

* order without any

Ing acute white nephritls, with con-
sequent. disease of the kidneys and

blood disorder. I was compelled to.

v

spend two months in hoapital, but
the nephritis continued for more
than half a year. s

“It Is also necessary to 'say a few
words about the way the suthorities
have been persecuting my Lusband
and myself. Without havini com-
mitted any offence we were taken
by force to the local police station
where we ‘were uccused of belng
burglars ‘and were subjected to se-
vere ioterrogation,

NIXON'S VISIT

"On another occasion my hushand
was accused of disturbing publie
fault on his part.
On May 21 4his year, on the oceca-
slon of the. visit of Mr, Nixon to
Moscow, he was selzed and deported
without ‘any explanation, to the pri.
son at Zagorsky, outside Moscow,
where he was thrown Into a cell and
held there for 10 days — and
then, released without any explana.
tlon and without any charge belng
made agalnst him. On none of these
occaslons were any charges lald
against us.

“The reason for_ all gur miserfes
seems to be very simply our natural
desire to live In Israel, where we be-
long, In our own country.

terioratlon In my state of health:

"Now, after lengthy exumlnations,
the doctors have discovered that .1
have a.tumour in the region  of
my stomach caused by a rupture of
the blood wessel, and analysis of
my blood shows that the nephritis
has become chronic. An operation
Lo remove the tumour Is considered
imperative but there is obvious dan.
ger also for ny unhorn child, whose
birth is expected In six or seven
weeks.,

"On September 5, I received In-
struction te report to hospital In
Moscow, but the duty doctor that
day Informed me that at the pre-
sent time there Is no room for me,
and that they will operate for the
removal of the tumour only after -
the- birth of the child, a situatlon,
which ls, for me, nothing short of
wragle, i

“I hope that this ery from the
heart of a woman and mother-to-be
In distress will be heard and listened
to'— 1t comes from a- woman in
& poor siate of health entering her
eighth month of pregnancy, and
I do hope that you will help me
to emigrate to Yarael,

1 . "Yours, in distress,
“Lyudmilla Prussakova

“September 14, 1972

“"Moscow, 118 184 Piatnilskaya Ulitsa
Dom 29-8 Kv.2." [



TRI&iS : /6

In mid-September, we were told that there have been many articles in
various papers about people who have been tried for allegedly

attemptimg to smuggle valuables out of the country.. One such case
published in the USSR wes given wide publicity in Israel. Anatoli

‘Glod, a Moscow dentist was arrested as he was about to board the plane
to leave for Israel and charged with trying to smuggle diamonds out

of the country. The paper claimed that Glod's cousin, Naftali
Margolin, an Israeli scientist who visited Moscow in 1966 as a member

of an Israeli delegation to a meterological conference, had "given

a clear hint to his cousin that he should not come to Israel with empty
hands, saying 'You should make your contribution to the rebirth of
Israel.'. The Moscow paper claimed that when Margolin left Russia he

not only smuggled diamonds out in his shoe, but. also didnot pay his
hotel bill. Margolin, denying the charges as ridiculous, said that he

- had known of his cousin's arrest, but not until Yom Kippur eve did

he learn that Glod had been sentenced to 15 years ; and 8 others with
him, including one Georgian, who received a 12 year sentence. Margolin
also sald that Glod's father who went to Moscow from Kharkov to try =
to obtain his son's release, died there of a heart attack. Glod

is 39-years old, married and has a 5 year old daughter,

From Vinitsa nothing has been reported about Isac Shkolnik who ha&
been charged under article 190/1, but the authorities are "creating”
the proper atmosghere for a trial. M;ggg%l_mgggg;, Shkolnik's friend,
wag labelled an "agent of Zionism" at a factory meeting, and an
article was’/published in a local paper entitled "Poisoned Fangs of
Zionism." (FProm Nasha Strana, Tel Aviv. 4/9/72.) '
EKHANTSIS Yacov Leibovich of Kishinev was sentenced two years ago to
a three year term of exile for hooliganism. His crime was attempting
to enter the Dutch Embassy. In May 1971, he was sent to serve his
term in Kirov, (One report said Omutinsk, Korovskaya oblast), In
January '72 his wife and son visitéd him and foynd him 111 and
despondant. Shortly after the visit, Khantsis sent a letter to the
Supreme Soviet stating that he had never committed a crime and that
all he desired was permission to leave for Israel.

On the 7th of March, he was arrested again, charged under article
190/2, defamation of the Soviet Flag or other State symbol, and has
been detained since then in isolation in Kirov. (One report stated
that he had been sent for examination to the Serbski Mental Institute
in Moscow and subsequently returned to Kirov. This report added that
EKhantsis had written his family that he sees no way out save by
committing suicide.)

He was tried on Sept. 26th and sentenced to another 1% years. One
report stated that his legs are paralyzed and he was brought to

court in a stretcher. :

Hie wife's address is: KHANTSIS Liza Vladimirovna
' Frunze 105 kv 44
Kishinev.

She needs financial assistance.

Dr, Lev MAIDENBERG and his daughter in Kolomaya, Ukraine, are to be
tried for a criminal offence. Dr. Maidenberg is charged with buying

a train ticket for his daughter on her etudent ticket a day or so after
she had been expelled from the University, and she for intent to use
the ticket. The lMaidenberg family had presented their documents in
March and received a refusal at the beginning of August. Dr. Maidenberg
was immediately fired and his daughter expelled.

Nasha Strana of Sept. 15th, reports that in December 1969, Yacov
SHTROMVASER was sentenced in Kishinev to 3 years imprisonment for
slandering the Soviet Regime. He was charged with writing anonymous
letters criticising sharply the policy of the Soviet Union towards
Israel. Shtromvaser had been a prisoner in a Nazi concentration
camp where he had contracted tuberculosis.

SVERDLOVSK

Leonid ZABELISHENSKI, i¢ is feared, is under threat of trial for
Blendering the Soviet regime., It was reported that a separate decision
of the Court trying Markman's case classified the statements of
Zabelishenski 'in defense of Markman as slander ageinst the Soviet Unioh,
The Court advised the Sverdlovek region Prosecutor's office to
institute proceedings against him under article 190/1.



FURTHER DETAILS ON THE TRIAL OF ILIA GLAZER /%

From the Article"Poison in an Emvelope” in Moskovskaye Pravda of
August 23, 1972

was sentenced to three years imprisonment in forced labor
gi:; iiaggrfollowed by three years gr exile. The trial took place in
Moacow City Court, ul. Kalanchevekaya 43. The Judge was Borisov, the
Prosecutor,Funtov, and the Defence Attorney, who had been appointed,
Reausov. The only other person present was Yuri Babuskkin, a young ?an,
evidently a joumnalist. The trial was a closed one. Not even Glazer's
" mother was permitted to attend. None of the witnesses for the prosec—
ution were present.

" During the short meeting he had with his mother after the trial, Ilia
tolénger that the Court appointed attorney, Rausov, behaved like a
second prosecutor,

The contents of Glazer's speech in court is not known, but Rausov told
Glazer's mother that her son had made a speech on Jewish themes which
might have interested a Jewish audience, but was utterly worthless in the

trial.

On the Tth of September, 16 Moscow Jews sent a letter to Moskovskaya
Pravda in defense of Ilia Glazer stating that the attack in the paper
6n Glazer recalled the ways of the Stalinist secret police and evoked
"the most somber associations and serious concern." They said that
the charge against Glazer that he"dreamed of establishing a branch of
Israel on Soviet territory" reminds them of the time when similar
charges were pressed against the Anti-Fascist Committee. Their
letter was entitled, "The Resurrection of a Dreadful Myth". The
signers were:

Belotserkovsky Manyevich Novikow Lerner A.
Fairmark Perelman Kotrov Lerner V
Teitlonok Kosharoveki Levich E. Rubenstein
Nashpitz Galkin Levich B. Bobinski

INTERROGATIONS OF ACTIVISTS CONTINUE

It was reported that on Yom Kippur, Sept. 18th, Victor Polski,
Roman Rutman and Vladimir Slepak were interrogated by the Moscow City

Prosecutor concerning Plotr Yakir,

FROM THE CAMFS

It was reported that Valerie KUKUI'has been transferred to

a punishment barracks under severe conditions because he refused

to write his wife,Ella, in Israel telling her to stop erousing
public opinion about his case in the west. His health has _
degenerated seriously under the harsh treatment, and the authorities
to allow his transfer to the hospital until the end of his 4 month
punishment term in December. \

It was previously reported that two KGB officers, Pozdniakov Nikolai
Jtepanovich and Abramov Grigori Iwanovich, came to the camp in Novaya
Lialya and told Kukui that he had been granted Israeli citizenship.
They wished to know if he accepted it. Kukui replied affirmatively
and said that he would request transfer to the special camp for
foreign citizens, However, the officers mede some conditions,
among them that Kukui write Ella to cease her activity. This he
refused to do.

Valerie VUDKA, in Perm, has been sentenced to isolation under severe
regime until December.

Lagzar Trachtenberg of Kishinev,who was just released from Potma after
serving his two year sentence, and is now on his way to Ierael,has
described conditions in the panal isolation cell, He had been
confined to the cell for giving his lower berth to Lev Kornblit

Insteaa of to another inmate; a former Nagzi, as ordered by the head of
the camp. Food was givinz him only every other day. There was no chair
or table and the bed was removed at six in the morning and brought back
only at night so that he had to Bsit on the wet cement floor or stand
all day. In spite of the cold he was not given any blanket and even
hies camp jacket was taken away from him. He was not allowed any
excercise and there was no ventilation in the cell,



Sylva ZALMANSON was tried in Potma for hitting a woman prisoner who 2
had plagued and harrassed a friend, Vada Mashkova, and sentenced to

a2 gix month term under strict regime in the prison at Yavas in the
Potma complex. e

The following appeal to the opening session of the General Assembly
ofatha UN tgsobggin Sylva's release was received from her fellow
prisoners:

"We, who are serving our terms in concentration camps behind rows of
barbed wire, must appeal to you because Soviet institutions ignors
our appeals for the release of our sister, Sylva Zalmanson, whose
only guilt is a passionate desire to live in her Homeland, the holy
land of Israel. We ask you to raise your voices in defense of Sylva.
We are convinced that the cogipetent Soviet authorities will take
your voices into consideration, the voice of an organization whose
lofty mission is the defense of basic human rights, including the
right to live in one's Homeland. (signed)

Khnokh, Kaminski, Dimshitz, Mendelevich, M. Kormblit, L. Kornblit,
Goldfeld, Galperin, Mogilever, Levit, Vidka, Suslenski, Chernoglas,
Altman, Azernikov, Boguslavski, Penson, Shpilberg, Kirzhner, !
Dreizner, Butman, Yagman, Grillius.

se to tha'f;;% that his wife, Margarita had been told by
P Lo She ROR in Rigs thatgane ¥ould not be alloved $6 go 4o

Israel, Arkad;.ﬂhn;lberg, from Potmar, sent another plea to Brezhnev
to permi 8 wife and family to leavel -

Please note: Yuli BRIND has been transferred to a camp in the
Sverdlovsk region. His address is:
Voroshilovgradskaya oblast
Sverdlovsky :a{gz
Leninsky posio
P.0.B. 314/38

w... Brind Yuli Abramovich
VIOLENCE, THREATS AND HARRASSMENT

Victor KOCHUBIEVSKY Iwvovich
Posiolok Novi Sviet
Donietskaya Oblast - :
ul. Sovetskaya 21 A kv 40

Victor Kochubievski, an electrical engineer and the brother of Boris
Eochubievski,presented his documents for himself, his wife, Nadiezhda,
‘and their children about a year ago. Four months ago they received

& refusal. Victor was demoted and a social boycott declared against
him at work. In midpAugust he and his wife were attacked while _
walking one evening. After the scuffle ended and Kochubievaky's walked
away, some shots were fired and Nadiezhda was wounded in her legs.

She was hospitalized for two weeks.

-

On the 9th of September, Victoria and Eleonora Poltinnikov were
detained in the apartment of their grandfather in Kiev where they
were visiting from Novosibirsk. They were charged with giving
information concerning the events at Babi Yar and forced to sign
a document ordering them to leave Kiev for Novosibirsk before the
12th of September. They were forbidden to go to Moscow.

It was reported that Evgenia Berenstein and her family who had
previously been prevented from leaving Kiev by a court case brought
by her former husband, David Bat, for custody of their child, have
now been told that their exit permit has been granted. The price -
they must pay is 15,000 rubles.

From V it was reported that N, Tschisarskis was called to the
KGB and told that he would be sent to a mental institution 4e he did

not cease sending protests. He was also warned that what happened to’
Daniel Slavin will happen to him. i ;

14 year old Daniel Slavin, cousin of Mark 8lavin, the Israeli wrestler
killed in Munich, was attacked on the street by hoodlums who threw
acid in his face. He was hospitaliged for severe burns.



Jews of Minsk havelffouni letters in their mail boxes saying, ”Go.to

Israel. If you don't, we will kill you.", and signed "Black September."

Two toughe attacked Felix Margolin. The militia arrested one of them
and he was sentenced to only 15 days.

Grigori Lefer, a physician was also aftacked. 'The militia intervened,
but the result was not reported. ' :

' Tamara POLETIKA was called to OVIR of Minsk where Major Gurinovich
warned her that she and her husband would never receive permission
to leave if they do not stop writing letters and telegrams in protest
against the education levy. Tamara Poletika replied that as long as
they are held and the tax exists they will protest. Both Tamara and Nik-
8lai Poletike hold two degrees. He is a Professor of History and a :
Candidate in Economics, and she has a diploma in History and Languages.

- It has been reported that in O¥IR, Tamara was also told that in the EGB

. files there is an accusation against them that they have sent some of
their property to Israel with other emigrants. Considering the atmosphere
in Minsk and the growing number of violent attacks on Jews and the fact
that Nikolai Poletika was physically assaulted in May (Bulletin 218), this
threat of criminal proceedings is particularly serious.

In Minsk, Yosif Naumovich FISHER, a Zoologist working in the -
Department of Agriculture and Tamara SHTUKINA'a history teacher,
were fired from their jobs when they applied for exit permits.
Tamara's son has stopped attending school because of the harrassment
there. : -

' Vladimir Roze t, Grigori Tudvich, Sima Braslover, Sofia Zelenska é,
and others were summoned %o the KGB of Minsk on the 14th and 15%th :

of September, where KGB officer, Krasnov, "discussed" with them the
cables they had signed protesting the arrest of Jews at Babi Yar

and the education levy. Krasnov told them that their actions were of
slanderous character, and that for sending such telegrams inthe
future they would be liable to imprisonment for 3 = 10 years.

The letter concerning the education levy reads as follows.

To: The Session of the Supreme Soviet of tha_UBSR, Moscow:

. We Jews from the city of Minsk protest strongly against the Education
tax levidd against those departing for the State of Israel. This tax is
a flagrant violation of the Declaration of Human Rights and of all
normal conventions. - -

According to an official Soviet source, resources spent on higher sduzskiex
education are compensated for by a specialist in three to four years of
work..The disgraceful and preposterous character of this resolution be-
comes even more evident when one finds that the educational tax is

demanded from pensioners, in spite of the fact that the State itself is

in debt to them. : .

We apply to the highest legislative body of the USSR with a demand to
abrogate this unprecedented resolution which is humiliating to human
dignity and deprives, de facto, a large number eof Jews of their right
to depart for their historical Homeland. (Signed)

Matsevich Mikhail, Matsevich Nina, Feller Grigori & Vliad-
Vilenchik Mark Rozenblat Vladimir imir
Poletika Tamara & Nikolai Kazhdan Max Shtukin Sofia,Riva
Ovsishcher Lev, Morozova Bella Tamara &
Eipnis Tefania, - Erivitskaya Larissa Itschak
Olshanski Naum, Polina Sher Roza Khaikel Mark

. & Mikhail Katz Marat, Melpan Alexzander
Breifman Arkadi _ : * Ludvich Grigory
Pogoreller Nina & Khaim Margolin Felix & Boberman Sofia

Grinkrug Polina Svetlana Gamburg Bella
Levin Ernst & Amsia . g

p&ﬁ.gn the 19th of May, 1969, there was an article in the newspaper,

: Vecherny Kiev" written by the chief economist of a Kiev factory for
semi conductors, V. Duboviets. The article, entitled, "The Engineer
and His Contribution" was actually a criticism of the management

of a factory for failing to extract maximum profit from his engineers, -

but the article contained the statement that even the worst engineer
brings a profit of 2500 rubles a year, (Our emphasis).



' , 20
FROM THE VERDICT IN THE CASE OF VLADIMIR MAREMAN

"The defendant Markman, resident in the city of Sverdlovsk, during

1971 - 1972 had systematically spread, both orally and in writing,
deliberate falsBhoods defaming the Soviet society and government and
hed committed acts of hooliganism. In hie discussions with citizen
Itkin in 1971 and 1972, Markmsn, with intent to slander, had repeatedly
stated that in the Soviet Union persons of Jewish nationality are
allegedly persecuted, that there is no democracy in the USSR, no freedom
of speech, no individual freedom, that the Soviet press lies. He

called Soviet Government officials obscene, indecent names, He stated
that the CPSU has set up a dictatorial regime, almost fascist, and that
it leade the people away from communism.

In talks with citizen Budniatsky in 1971 and '72, Markman said that in
the USSR there is assimilation of Jews and anti-Semitism, that people
of Jewish nationality in a number of instances are discriminated against,
that the Soviet press distorts facts. He made slanderous fabrications
concerning the foreign policy in the Near East, stating that Soviet .
aid to Arab countriea is wrong. §

In talks with citizen Blank, Markman asserted that in the Soviet Union
there is no ‘democracy, no freedom of speeck, and that there is oppression
of people of Jewish nationality and forced assimilation of Jews.

In Talks with citizens Chiuzzo and Ushenin, Markman said that the
Soviet press does not reflect reality, and he also told Ushenin that
there is no democracy in the USSR and that individual freedom is
allegedly suppresses and will continue to be suppressed.

In talks with citizen Suris in February and March 1972, Markman stated
that in the Soviet Union persons of Jewish nationality are repressed
and oppresses, that there is no democracy and no fPreedom of speech

in the USSR and that the Soviet press lies.

In January 1971 Markmen, jointly with other pesrons of Jewish
nationality wrote and sent a letter to the President of the State
of Israel in connection with the Leningrad trial of eriminals,
citizens of Jewish nationality Dymshits and bthers, who had tried
to hijack a plane. In this letter he stated that this was another
provocation of the Soviet State sgainst the Jews. This letter
contains slander against Soviet reality, Soviet law and justiee,

In July 1971, Markman, jointly with other persons of Jewish nation-
elity, wrote a statement to the newspaper of "Izvestia" and the
text of this statement was transmitted to the radlo broadcasting
station of Israel. In this statement i1t was asserted that in the
Soviet Union persons of Jewlsh nationality are allegedly persecuted
and are subjected to repressions and houndings., This statement
contains slander on Soviet reality, socialist law and justices

On April 7, 1972, Markman, jointly with other persons of Jewish
nationality, wrote a letter tot he International Union gf Journal=-
ists and to the Commission on the Rights of Man of the UNO, and the
text of this letter was transmitted to the radioc broadcasting
station of Israel. The letter asserts that in the Soviet Union
there is allegedly persecution ageinst peisons of Jewish nationality
and it contains slander on Soviet reality. In the years 1971 and
1972 Markmen had systematically transmitted by telephone for the
radio station of Israsel broadcasting in Russian slanderous fabric-
ations, vilifying the Soviet social and government system. These
reports by Markmsn contain slander on Soviet reality, socialist
law and justice; they claim that in the Soviet Union around persons
of Jewish nationality there has been created ana tmosphere of fear,
suspicion and shadcwing, and frequently even of a most primitive
hounding; that Jews are subjected to persecution, repressions,
threats and intimidation; that the Sovie t Press is allegedly mendac-
ious and that the Jews are dismissed from their jobs and are obliged
to lead a 1life of semi-starvation. In eddition, on the night from
April 12 to April 13, 1972, Markman spoke by phone with Tel-Aviv,
Israel, and transmitted slanderous fabrication, vilifying the Soviet
social and government system, he committed hooliganistio actions,
using obscene words against the telephone operators. Inspite of the
warning made by the telephone operator on duty, Boichenko, he continued
using obscenit ies and insults, expressing open disrespset and
'2:'1ns an offensive attitude towards the workers of telephone sormuriice
arions. :



The defendant Markman did not plead gullty to the charge against himZI'.
end explained that he had really participated in the composition

of the statements and of the letters to the Central Committee of the
CPSU, to the newspaper "Izvestia" and to the chairman of the Committes
of State Security, Andropov, in which he reflected the oporessions

of persons of Jewish nationality, who wished to go to Israel. He
considers that these letters and statements do not contain fabrications
and slander against the Soviet reality and the Soviet social and :
government system, but that they merely contain some sharp expressions.
Together with other persons of Jewish nationality he composed the
telegram to the Zionist congress, but in its contents there are no .
slanderous fabrications against Soviet reality. The letter to the
Intermational Union of Journalists, written in April of 1972, in his
opinion does not contain any slander and fabrications againat the
Soviet press. A similar letter was sent to the UNO with the aim of
getting moral support., He had taken no part in the writing of the
letter to Mr, Sander in England, It had been written and sent by
Zabelyshensky himself. In his telephone conversations with Israel

he had not reported any false fabrications.

Some of the reports, he transmitted over the telephone to Voitovetsky
in. Israel, were distorted by the bourgeols propaganda. He had not
expressed any slanderous fabrications vilifying the Soviet social and
government system to the citizens Itkin, Suris, Blank, Chiuzo,
Ushenin and Budniatski, There had only been a talk about the rare
cases of anti-Semitism on the part of individual citizens and of
discrimination of persons of Jewish nationality, who wish to go to
Israel. As far as he personally is concerned, there had never been
any persecution or cases of anti-Semitism or discrimimation. He was
accepted for work as a director of a group in the section of a project
Institute, even though the administration of the Institute inew that
he had submitted an application for emigration to Istael., The witnes=-
es interrogated gave incorrect testimony in relation to him, He had -
committed no hooliganistic actions, even though it is not excluded
that the telephone operators might have heard obscenities over the
telephone,

However, the guilt of the defendant Markman is fully confirmed by the
material of investigation. Thus, the witness Itkin declared in court,
and Suris had stated at the preliminary investigation, that in talks
with each one of them separately, Markman had slandered the Soviet .
soclal and government system and asserted that in the USSR the Jews
are persecuted and oppressed and that this is done on instructions
from the Soviet government. Jews are dismissed from their jobs, they
are forced to lead a life of semi-starvation. The Jews are oppressed
for being Jews, The press of the USSR lies, the radlio and the tele=-
vision transmissions distort reality. They stated that Warkmen, in
his talks with them, had used offensive expressions in connectlon
with members of the Soviet Government. He stated that in the USSR theres
is no democracys that the CPSU is leading the people away from
communlsm. To Itkin Markman said that in the USSR the deception of the
people hypocrlsy flourish. The witness Blank at the preliminary
examination explained that Markman, in talks with him had stated that
in the USSR there is no democracy; that it exists only in Israelj

that in the USSR there is hounding of the Jews, they are not promoted
"to responsible positions, are fired from their jobs like Zabelyshensky
and Levin; in the USSR there allegedly 4s a forcible assimilation

of the Jews, Markman told him about hls telephone talks to Isrsel, to
Voitovetsky, Verner and the wife of the convict Kukuil, who had
emigrated there in 1971, and that in these conversations he had
informed them about emigration to Israel, about the situation in
Sverdlovsk, that 1s about everything he knew and that was later trans-
mitted over the redio broadcasting station of Isrmel. He, Markman,

and other persons of Jewish nationality frequently listened to the
radio transmissions from Israel, particularly waiting for the trans-
missions that contained Markmanfs informatl one This testimony was
confirmed by Blenk in his letter to the district court. It has been
read out in court beceuse being 111 he was unable to appear in court.
The witness Chiuzo explained that Merkman had expressed to him his
dissatisfaction concerning the distortion of the true facts in the
organs of the press of the Sverdlovsk district.

To the witness Ushenin Markman had asserted that in the USSR there

is a limitation on the freedom of individual and on democracy, that
the Jews are persecuted and oppressed, that persons of Jewish nation=-
ality can feel themselves free only in Israel., Having worked with
Markman in thes ame organisation and knowing him for about three
years, he had never noticed khxk any oppression or humidiations in
relation to Markman at worke.



The withasa Chiuzo explained that in relation to Markman there had (22')
.not only been any signs of anti-Semitism, but on the contrary,
knowing that he had submitted an application for emigration to
Israel, the administration of the.Institube informed him that in
case of a consclentous attitude towards his work he can be promoted
to the post of the Chief Engineer of the Project. The witness
Budniatsky expleined.that Marlman had had conversation with him
only about the natural assimilation of the Jews in the USSR, had '
mentioned the rare cases of anti-Semitism on the part of individual
.oitizens and in the Sverdlovsk organs of press separate facts are
distorteds The witness Zabelyshensky at the preliminary investigation -
explained that he had been present at the conversation that Markman -
had in April of 1972 with Israel. During the conversation Markman
transmitted to Voitovetski the contents of thea rticle in the news-
paper "Vechernyl Sverdlovsk", "SUFFERERS IN MASKS", and his comments
to 1t. At this the commnication was broken off; Markman at this
time was using obscene words. At the court session Zabelyshensky et
changed his testimony and stated that he did not hear Markman using
obscene expressions and that the writing down of his testimony in
the protocol is allegedly not correct. However, such an assertion on -
the part of Zabelyshensky in court is contrary to the materials of
the case and testifies to their artificliality, because in the same
'protocol, after the giving the testimony, Zabelyshensky wrote in hias
,own hand: " I have nothing moré to state about the case, Written down
correctly from my statements and read by me personally." And he put
down hls signature. Zabelyshensky's statement at the preliminary
investigation concerning the contents of Markman's conversation with
Israel by telephone and the commission of hooliganistic acts by him
are confirmed by the witness Bolichenko. At the preliminary investi-
gation, at a confrontation with Markman and in court she explained
that in the night of April 12 to April 12, 1972, Markman spoke with
Israel by telephone. At that time the communication broke off. Markman
began to bang on the lever of the telephone apparatus. Seing signals
on the panel, she connected the line and heard Markman's obscenities, .
She warned him that he should stop cursing and insult the workers of
communication.Bowever; the defendant did not stop shouting obscenities
and called the telephone operators facists. On the following day she
wrote a complaint to the Procurator's Office, requesting that criminal
proceedings be brought againat Markman. Markman himself confirmed that
on that night he had really talked by phone to Israel, that there
were breaks In the comnection and that he was outraged, but that he
had not used obscene expressions towards the workers of the tele-
phone station. In addition, Marlkman's guilt is confirmed by his
statement to the Procurator of the Sverdlovsk district, in which he
" condemns his criminal activities and undertakes the obligstion not
to engage in it any more, and also to restrain his friends and com-
rades from such activimty,

Objectively, his guilt is confirmed by the letters and statements
addressed to the Central Committee of the CPSU, to the newspaper
"Izvestia" and to the International Union of journalists, containing
slanderous fabrications about the Soviet reality and vilifying the
Soviet social and government system: by Rassagaa from the trans-
missions of the broadéasting station of lsrasel; containing slanderous
fabrications about the Soviet reality: by references concerning
Markmen's receipt from foreign firms through the Vneshposyltorg of
sums of money, taken in July and in October 1971g and by Markman®s
letter to Kukui, which contains slender and distortion against
Sovier reality. Thus, the gullt of the defendant Markman in committing
hooliganistic actions, expressing open disrespect and offensive
attitude towards the workers of the municipal telephone communication,
and his systematic spread in oral and written forms of deliberately

- false fabrications, vilifying the Soviet social and government system,
the Judicial College considers as proven in full. His eriminal
activities are liable to qualification under statute 206 part 1, and
Statute 190' of the Penal Code of the RSFSR, in so far as he had
comnitted hooliganistic actions and he had deliberately spread falsé
ena slanderous fabrications vilifying Soviet reality. The court does

- pot find any signs of malicious hooliganism in Markman's actionse.
In addition his oriminal actions do not necessitate any additional
qualification in accordance with Statute 74 of the Pen,l Code of
the RSFSR, as they fit into the presentation of Statute -190' of the
Penal Code of the RSFSR, and therfore Statute 74 of the Penal Code
of the RIFSR 1s excluded from the charge presented against Marikman.
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The defendant Markman's assertion that the witnesses Suris and Itktnczg)
slander him, is contrary to the material of the case and is refuted

by the excerpts from the radio transmission of the radio broad-

casting station of Israel and by letters and statements written by
Markman to various organs and deliberately falee fabrications vili=-

fying the Soviet Government and social system. Before the questioning

of the witness Itkin in court, the wife of thed efendant Markman

had threatened the witness with reprisal in case he would give

testimony exposing the defendant as committing a crime. This was

confirmed in court not only by the witmess Itkin, but also by Kisina
herself. ) .

In deciding the question of the punishment, the Judicial College
takes into consideration the public danger and the gravity of the
crime committed by Markman, the fact of his criminal activity and
his corrupting influence on persons of Jewish nationality surround-
ing hime. Inspite of repeated warnings on the part of Soviet organs,
he did not cease hls criminal activity up to his arrest. Therefore,
the Court consliders it necessary to define that the regime under
which Markman has to be held in the corrective=labour colony is to-
be a strict one. Gulded by statutes 301-303 of the Criminal Procedure
Code of the BSFSR, the Judicial College has reached the verdict:

MARKMAN Vladimir Ilich to be proelaimed guilty of the crimes provided
for in Statute 206 part 1 and 190' of the Penal Code of the RSFSR. On
the basls of Statute 206 part 1 of the Penal Code of the RS7TSR to
deprive him of freedom for the term of 1 year. In accordance with
statute 190 of the Penal Code of the RSFSR he should be deprived of
freedom for the term of Z years. In accordance with Statute 40 of the
Penal Code of the RSFSR on the basis of the sggregation of the crimes
committed by him, to sentence him in total to 3 years of deprivation
of freedom 1ln a.corrective-labour colony of strict regime. The
execution of the sentence of the convict Markman to be considered as
begun from his detention under guard in the Investigative 1solation
cell No.,1l of the city of Sverdlovsk and his serving of his sentence
is to be calculated from April 29, 1972,

Signed by: Presiaing Judge Rudenko; People's Assessors Bokov & Klimenko

27 Jews of Vilna sent a long letter to Podgorny, Rudenko and the
Prosecutor of the Sverdlovsk Region and to the Commission on Human
Rights in defense of Markman and indicating their realization that
+: trials are again being used as an instrumett of imtimidation.

The letter includeé'dgtails of Merkman's life and his attempts to -
defend Valeri Kukui, and his struggle for a year and a half to obtain -
an exit visea for Israel.

"A11 of us remember the "public" triamls in Leningrad, Riga and Kishinev,
Not having achieved their aim to threaten the Jews by these trials, the
authorities have changed their tactics. Instead of sensational trials
such as those in Leningrad, Riga and Kishinev, there is now a wave of
‘quiet' trials all over the country. They occur in remote regions.

But all the trials and persecutions will not stop the desire of Soviet
Jews to reutite with their people in their Homeland, — Israel. _ ;

Freedom for'?ladimif Markman! Freedom for those w&o are serving their
sentences for their desire to depart for Israel.

MAREMAN IN DANGER OF PERMANENT DISABILITY

Certain that under prison conditions Markman will be permanently
chippled, his friends and physicians, Dina Zevina and Boris Eidelman,
have sent to the Moscow Court of Appeals, the following affidavit;

I, Zevina Dina Yakovlevna, born in 1941, graduated from Sverdlovsk
Medical Institute in 1967 (license Nol 9206) arrived in Israel on
1/13/1971, Identity card No. 1435312.

I, Eidelman Boris Isakovich, born #n 1931, graduated from Sverdlovsk
Medical Institute in 1961 (iacenae No. 8755) errived in Israel on
11/4/1971, Identity card No. 1419509

We have known Markman Vledimir Ilich since 1970. We testify to the
fact that Markman for a long period of time has been suffering from
Endarteritis obliterans. In this connection he spplied repeatedly to
us for medical assistance.
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He was under abservation'in the vascular center of the 1st“611nical
hospital of Sverdlovsk in comnection with his disease.

Taking into consideration the state of Markman's health, work in e
excessive cold and heightened humidity with physical overexertion is
contra-indicated for him. ;

In case of influence of the above mentioned factors, Markmans disease
will be progressively aggratated and he will be threatened with

amputation of extremities. ,..y,, p.v, Eidelman B.I.

Kiriat Ono ] Tel Aviv
Levi Eshkol 197 =13 Ha'almoni 50 apt 23

NEW YEARS GREETINGS

"We enter the New Year under the shadow of conscriptions into the
Army, the education levy, the jamming of broadcasts from Israel,
the driving away of Jews from the Synagogue, interrogatioms, All
this has created an ominous atmosphere. We are apprehensive of
more severe meamsures to come, such as arreste and trials."

This was how Soviet Jews described their situation as the New Year
began, and they express theirhhopes in greetings to Israel;

To: The President of the State of Israel and the Jewish People
- from KIEV, Sept 5, 1972 :

We send our best wishes. Oppressive forces are detaining us far away
from the Homeland, but our hearts are with you. Now we feel with
epecial strength our indissoluble bond to the Jewish people which is
our mainstay and the guarantee that we will meet. May the 25th year
of the Jewish State be a year of peace and the year in which our
dreams will come true.

Zinovi Melamed, Yuri Soroko, Simkha Remennik, Igor Goldfarb, Alexander
Ger, Berenshtein, Roman Leibengrub, Leonid Levinshtein, Vladimir
Vernikov, Raisa Zevina, Motel Fuks

New Year's Greetings from NOVOSIBIRSK +to President Shazar;

Our national haliday, Rosh Hashana, the New Year holiday, is linked
like most of the Jewish holidays with the memory of the Exodus from
Ezgypt. The memory of that historic event which has become a symbol
of new hope for the Jewish people is cherished by us.

We Jews of Novosibirsk, who have varied views on 1life and who#e
biographies differ, have chosen one path for ourselves and are bound
forever with the fate of the Jewish people and the State of Israel,

We greet you and,through you,the entire Jewish people, and we declare
that no difficultires or obstacles will be able to separate us from our
historical Homeland. We send our wishes for happiness and prosperity

to the whole Jewish people, and may our Homeland flourish and have peace,

(signed) Irma Berenshtein, Ieac, Viktoria, Eleonora Poltinnikov,
Alexander & Iarissa Roizmaen, Aron & Bella Vinokur, Elena & Oleg Fishman,
Ezra Mencher, Mikhail Droper, Gavriel & Elizaveta Birin, Yuri Berkovsky.

IETTER OF THE 500 TO THE UNITED NATIONS

To: Mr. Kurt Waldheim
Tos. Heads of all Delegations
To: The 27th Session of the General Assembly

In June 1972 an appeal signed by 270 Jews from 10 cities of the USSR
was sent to you. In 1t we asked that the question of the right of
Soviet Jews to self-determination via departure for the State of
Israel be included on the agenda of the fotthcoming session of the
General Assembly. However, the change that took place in Augwmst, '72
forces us to appeal to you once more. A resolution was introduced

in the USSR under which repatriates with higher education are required
to pay enormous sums of money for permission to leave = sums which

are ten times the whole of their resources.

.Jews who have been trying to obtain an exit visa for a long time are

in a tragic position. They do not posesess the money to pay the fantast-
ic sums attached to them, and at the same time, they are unable to

exist in their present situation as they are persecuted by society

and, as a rule, are refused jobs according to their qualifications.

The resolution may be lawful from the judicial point of view, but

as a law, cannot be retroactive. The resolution cannot be applied to




persons with higher education who had not been warned before entering 5
an institution for higher education, or aspiratiura, or before defending
a disseration of the necessity to repay funds spent on education when
. leaving the Soviet Union. The repatriafiés are "the side misled in

making of a contract". Thus, though the resolution deals with funds

spent for education, in fact, it is simply a ransom. i S

For 2000 years in the Diaspora, Jews have been accustomed to demands for
ransom. From the Middle Ages to the thirties of our century property
was confiscated from Jews leaving a country. Jews were deprived of all
they pessessed. In our case, an unprecedented demand has been made -

' the payment of sums ten times more than the repatriate possesses. A
Soviet specialist, except for rare exceptions, is unable to save such
sums even after deveral decades.

All this proves the inhuman, unjust character of the resolution of
August 3, 1972. We are waiting for the United Nations to categorically
condemn this new, and , in effect, anti-semitic act of the Soviet
authorities. We appeal to you, Mr. General Secretary, with a request
to raise this question in the General Assembly. We ask that you protest
against the attempts of the Soviet Union to deprive the Jews of their
lawful right to repatriate to Israel,

Transpated from Nasha Strana
20/9/72

A letter from 91 Jews from various cities in the Soviet Union calling
on all people and governments to learn the lessons of the past and
help them now. :

. To: Jewish Conmunitiss of the World
To: All People of Good Will e X
To: Governments of all Countries in the World

We Jews who happen to live in the Soviet Union, Jews according to
‘birth and conviction, appeal to all people of good will in the world,
to citizens of large and small states, to people of all religions,

to everyone for whom the principles of morality and justice are not
mere words.

Our firm and passionate desire to reunite with our people in our
hiéstorical homeland in the State of Israel is faced with new obstacles
raised by the Soviet authorities. For a long time repatriation was
impossible for us, a fact which is in violation of the Declaration of
Human Rights and other documents signed by states, members of the UN.
Recently as a result of pressure from the struggle of Jews inside

the USSR and the international reaction of solidarity with them, the
curtain has been slightly lifted. Simultaneously an atmosphere of
psychological terror, persecutions leading to arrests, trials and
imprisonment was created around Jews désiring to leave the Soviet
Union. The authorities put numerous large and small artificial
obstacles in our path. The tax of 900 rubles per person, approximately a
year's salary for a clerk in the USSR, is one of these obstacles. Such
measures, though an obstacle for most, could not stop the repatriation
of our people. "3 !

Because of the growth of emigration of Jews from the Soviet Union, the
authorities dade a decision which puts an insurmountable hurdle in our
path. They demand from us, in addition to the previous tax,
payment for higher education, an astronomical amount ranging from 5

to 25 thousand rubles. That is approximately ten years salary for a
top specialist in the Soviet Union., Diplomas of all descriptions must
be paid for, even by pensioners. It is evident to any sensible person
that this act has political character and cannot be justified by
economic arguemnts. The educational system in the Soviet Union is not
a philanthropic activity of the State, but is a purposeful investment
as a person who has received education at public expense participates
in productive labor for the state; pruducing profit, which, in time,
(estimated by Soviet State offices as five years), repays the State
for his education....

The Soviet authorities want to force us to give up our only goal,-

our right to live with our people in our Homeland - Israel. Memory

of the criminal indifference with whichthe world watched the tragedy

of oufl: people in the recent past is still fresh in our minds. Have the
lessons of history been of no avail? Caen it really be that indifference
or financial considerations will lull consciences to sleep? This

" is unbelieveaple. This is why we appeal to you. Stand by us today!

We need your help today! We hope that the reaction of public opinion
will prevent the tatification of the ransom decres.

(signed) 76 Jews from Kiev; 13 from Novosibirsk; 1 from Prunze;
1 from Kishinev.

More than 500 signatures




[start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



Boris Dubnov and Geline ,and Twer Son.
vowv.

Nl Kosharovsly

MNesecow

Zianide \@43 and mev hecner

e VLAYRA T I\é— \

Vietar Yachos
Moscd .

26




[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



NEWS BULLETIN
ON SOVIET JEWRY

ACTION COMMITTEE OF NEWCOMERS
FROM THE SOVIET UNION P.O.B. 248

Vol.III, Nol %! " ™gctober 2 - October 31, 1972

The month of October began with an atmosphere of confusion and
repgression and ended with the knowledge that the Soviet authorities
had made only a token gesture in order to placate public opinion in
the west and avert ratification of the Jackson-Vanik esmendment in the
US Congress. W

Yefim Manievich, who arrived from loscow on the 27th of October, told
Avraham Tirosh of Maariv that the Jewish activists in Moscow consider
"the =l tuation serious, and one should not be blinded by the exit visas
that have been issued. ®My friends there told me; ‘You, the fortunate,
are leaving and we remain here and perhaps will remain for years. In
another week or two the situation will be worse.'"

"Manievich described the allotment.of exit visas to Jews in the previous
week as a ®"purposefull trick of the Soviets®, the entire purpose of
which was to serve as a geatura'to N@xon and_alqo_to prpsenj themselves
as "humane’. They gave permits to a few people from various categories:
to some experts with knowledge that is in demand; to some who, in the
past,were connected v7ti to secret work; to some whose parents did not
agree to their departure; to one whose father was famous (Belotserkovski's
whose father was a well known writer) who had not been allowed,until
now,to emigrate for reasons of prestige, (auch‘aa the son of Peretz
Markish); and also to some'quiet' Jews.- All this to disprove any claim
that certain categories of Jews are not permitted to emigrate.

"Manievich expressed the opinion that the Soviet authorities are
preventing the emigration of leading activists whose names are known

in the world because of the fear that new people will appear in their
places and new names will be added for whom a fight will begin through-
out the world. (from Maariv 29/10/72 by Avraham Tirosh)

Belotserkovsky described the situation on the 2nd of October as,
"Very serious. Many people have been refused and are working only
haphazardly... People who have presented documents feel as if they
are on ice that is breaking up. This is more and more ctitical :
because we do not know what is being done for us and if it is enough,
and in time.. The feeling here is that the Jewish communities are
not doing enough. Since Nixon's visit telephones have not been re-
connected, and we do not receive mail, particularly from Israel. These
are relatively simple problems to deal with. These seem small, but are
moBt important for us - to continue correspondence and receive
information and be able to communicate. TFeople are fighting to remain
united, but it is like in a bad dream.”

On the 3rd of October when a group of:Moscow Jews went to the Supreme
Soviet to demand an answer to their petition of the month before, they
were told "There is no answer, and there will be none."

The U.P in Moscow reported that 60 Jews had delivered a letter to
Podgorny on the 9th of October stating that the fact that they had
received no answer to previous letters led them to believe that their
rights were simply being ignored and they again demanded that the tex
be repealed.

On the 10th of October, the police came to the homes of 12 Jews in
Moscow and told them that if they did not find work within 15 days
they would be charged with parasitism and assigned jobs by the
Municipal Council from which they would have no right to resign.
Within two days 10 more were warned by the police in the same manner.
The 22 were: Boris EINBINDER, Vladimir ROGINSKI, Alexander VORONEL,
Vladimir PRESTIN, Pavel ABRAMOVICH, Lev LEVIN, Tamara GALPERINA,
Victor MANDELSWEIG, Alexander LERNER, Vladimir ZASLAVSKI, Vadim
BELOTSERKOVSKI, Yuli KOSHAROVSKI, Dina BEILINA, Grigori WOLDMAN,
Julia SHMUKLER, Yacov VOLINSKI, NEPONNYASHTI, Simion BOBINSKI,
Eduard SHIFRIN, Valerie KRIZHAK, WASSERMAN, Yacov PISARVESKI.

Voronel, Prestin,Belotserkovski and Zaslavski were told to come to the
police station, and Zaslavski was taken there by force. The police
talked to all four, it was reported,in strong language.




Prof. Lerner was ordered to report five times in one day, and the .
police spent an entire day in his apartment.

Vledimir Prestin, Alexander Voronel, Tamara Galperina were asked to
come to the police station, but Vladimir Zaslavsky was taken there
by force, He was told that, in spite of the fact that it is stated
in his work book that he had lost his position because of his

application for an exit visa to Israel,- that he is responsible for his
failure to find a job. o

Pavel Abramovich was sent to a hospital in the Crimea after it was
published that he is in danger of losing his eyesight from tuberculosis
of the eyes. :

There seems to be no rational explanation of the fact that the police
threatened with parasitism some who are employed at unskilled jobs,
as for instance, Woldman, Bobinski, Neponniaschi and Waseerman.

Nina BELFOR, a chemistry teacher,had been dismissed from her job
because she had been absent for three days to attend her mother's

funeral in Chermovitz.

At the same time, it was reported from Odessa that the authorities
refused to accept invitations for Reunion of Families from any relative,
but © . demanded that the invitation come from fraternal or patermal
relationshipg. Since then, word has come from Mascow that = this will

be a new regulation in force from Jan 1, '73.

It 1s no wonder then that Moscow Jews statedfthat there were no signs
that the Soviet authorities were easing restrictions -~ quite the
opposite — and they could not understand why they were being advised
from some gquarters to stop their protests for two weeks.

On the 16th, Alexander Volinski, Natalia Baron, Yefim Manievich,
Emanuel Belingki, Lapidus and Goddman were told that they had been

granted permission, must pay the levy and must leavelheforévav 6th.

The next day, a few hours after Polsky, Prestin, Slepak, Azbel, Lerner,
Moishezon, &nd Rutman had met with newsmen and describedthe seriousness
of the situation, came the news of thet 19 families had been called to
OVIR and told that .they could;leave without paying the tax. They were
told that the exemption is temporary and that they must leave within

10 days. Among the 19 were the six mentioned above but nune who had been
waiting a long time for permission. It was emphasized to them that no
precedent was being set and that this was the first and last time that
there would be exemptions from the education levy. .

On the 19th, for the first time,a few well-known activists were
included among those summoned to OVIR; Prussakov, Zaslavski, Shmuel
Gurvitz, Lermen, Tiomkin, Kaganovski, Zacharsva, Toder, Olshanski -
David, Nemchik, Glosskina, Aron, Tré¢iger, Shirichman, Tandshman,
Soloviok, Shenkar, were those whose names we received. One by one
they met with a General and two colonels who explained the conditions
under which Permission was granted. ==z Bach was told that the-
exemption was a special, one-time waiver, and that he must leave
within ten days. And each was askedﬂo write a request “for release from

payment. ’

Prussakov was told that he must leave alone if his wife,who gave birth
to a baby girl the day before, will not be able to travel with him.

N.B. As a result of the publicity given her case in the West,
Tudmilla Prussakov received a letter from the Minister of Health
Boris Petrovsky, and from her local clinic assuring her that she

would be given all necessary care.

Others given permission to leave without paying the levy: (Moscow)

delson, Einhoren, Morabin, Galkin, Dubrov, Shmukler, Kogan, Melnick,
PicheInik.

At this point, Moscow activists reported that 70 families from Moscow,
10 or 15 from Leningrad, 7 from Kiev and a few pensioners

of the 39 permits issued in Riga, had been exempted from the levy. It
should be remembered that under the regulations for the education tax,
all those who had received their education before annexation of the
Baltic States .are exempt by law. The discrepancy between the actual
number of exemptions and the numbers quoted in the western press led

19 Moscow Jews to issue a notice to the ‘press saying; "Recently the
western news agencies have been sending out information about a new
wave of exit permits from the Soviet Union. According to these releases,




ens of Jewish families receive permits daily without being required
:o pay the ramson. The number of families released from payment, accord-
ing to them, reached 139 by the 218t. We do not know anything oi

this kind of information. We wish to report that according to_tbe
information we have, this number is an exaggeration. It should be
noted that the authorities continue to inform Jews that the ransom
has not been cancelled. "

(signed)

Polsky, Slepak, Prestin, Rutman, Libov, Orlov, Eerner, Lvovski Piotr &
Mark, Roginski, Einbinder, Azbel, Mandelsweig, Galperina, Nudel; K
Kosharovsky, Begun, Korenfeld, Beilina. g

un the 24th, it was reported that 50 families in Odessa had receilved
visas but in the majority of cases only one member was not required to
pay the tax. In Moscow 7 Jews, well known to the West were told they
had ten days in which to leave: Gavriel Shapiro, Mikhail Klatchkin,
Roman Rutfman, Vadim Belotserkovski, Israel Palchan, Boris Moishezon,
and Viadimir Gershovitz. And the following day came word that Leonid
Yoffe had been added to the list. Like the others, they too wrote a
request for exemption which was accepted on the spot by General

Shutov and two cdlonels.. _

We wish to emphasize here that exemttion upon written request under
special circumstances, like the exemption of pensioners in the
Baltic States,is provided for under the regulations for the levy,
And the authorities announce to each person that the waiver inhis
case 18 an individual one and under no circumstances an indication
that the levy is not in effect. ' CYV R

On the 25th the "commission" that had been granting permits in OVIR
stopped its work, and even those who came to get their visas were
turned away, including Rutman and.Klatchkin. And 44 Jews went to the
Ministry of Interior to present a letter demanding a meeting with the
Minister. They stated that as other experts and people who had been
involved in so-called secret work had received permission, there was no
longer any reason to refuse them.

They were received by Verein, Chief of OVIR, USSR, who talked to them
individually. Verein told Polsky, "We do not give you permission now
because this does not correspond with the interests of the State. You
will receive permission when it is in the interest of the State."

When Polski asked what this means, Verein replied, I do not want to
divulge what I mean." '

Verein told Slepak, "There are many Jews %ho come to demand visas

whom the Zionists have deceived and they do not know what they are doing.
But you are a traitor and an enemy of the people. You want to go to

a fascist state. If you had wanted to leave for Nazi German in the

50's you would have been arrested and liquidated. Nowwe are strong

and we have a democratic atate which is liberal and patient with the
likes of you." In a conversation with Dr. Louis Rosenblum in Cleveland,
Slepak said that in answer to the question when he would be allowed to
leave, Verein answered,"®It may be after a year, after two years, after
twenty, maybe mEwerx®xAnd then he told me

twenty, maybe never,' And, if we want to develop Jewish culture,we can
go to Eirobﬁdzhan and begin to publish Jewish newspapers, magazines and
go on.

On the 26th about 50 Jews brought a letter to the Central Committee
and demanded that they be received by a high-rankRing official. They
were told to return to the Ministry of Interior at six in the evening.
80 Jews arrived for an unprecedented meeting with the Assistant to

the Inister of Interior, Shumilin. Mrs. Levich reported this meeting
to Dr. Rosenblum as follows: "First he said, he and nobody else will
accept any papers, messages, statements, appeals, addresses and so on,
gigned collectively. Only individual ones. Then he said, the question
of your being kept here or being let out will be watched and decided
by us, as well as the representative of the Soviet authorities, and -
not by you. We ®hall decide the question of each individual case.
Foremost in the considerations, the Govermment's interests will be
taken into account. Then such considerations as the person having 'in
the past connections with any kind of secret work, and so on. Then
various questions were put to y& him, Among them, the first and the
most important one. What do you mean by Government interests? He never
answered that question. He said that is what we should decide, but not
you. When we asked what do you mean by secrecy? There are a lot of people
who, in the past, were working in some type of secret institute. They



left that place of work very long ago and since then have had nothimgy
to do with any kind of secret work. For instance, there are reople like
my husband, the secret work he had done many years ago has now been
published and is known to every school boy. He (Shumilin) never answer-
ed that question. He repeated over and over again "This is not for you
to decide. This is for us to decide". Then he was asked, "What is the
length of time we will be kept here? Will you tell us approximately;
This group of people will be kept for six months, that group will be
kept for a year and so on." He said, "No, we shall not tell anything
like that. Perhaps you will be kept for a year, perhaps for three,
perhaps for five, perhaps for twenty." Everybody, he and his assistants
were just Jaughing and smiling and we felt very depressed. It was a
depression atmosphere. We were made fun of. They were mocking us.

A very depressing and very unpleasant feeling. As a matter of fact, he
never answered any of our questions.”

The following is frem a transcript of a conversaticn between
Congressman Donald Fraser of Minnesota and Boris Einbinder in Moscow,
on October 23rd. -

F: What do you think will happen in the next few weeks or next few
months - do you expect there will be many more who, will be given
visas and will not be required to pay the tax? '

E: No - myself, I don't think . I think this wave will be finished in
several days. ,

F: And then everyone will have to pay a tax?

E: Maybe not everyone. Maybe once more before December or in December,
maybe once more there will be a2 new wave but I am not sure. This
wave now is at the highest.

F: Why do you believe that the 76 have been given permission to leave
without the payment of the tax? And the other 60 outside of Moscow-
Why have the authorities done that? '

E. I think that this is done under the great influence of the pressure

_ that was abroad and especially in the US. You know more than I about
this pressure. The most important I think was the pressure in Congress.

F; Continued pressure from the Congress apparently will not cantinue
to help in the future?

E: Why? :

F. I'm asking you that question. .

E. I think that it's very, very important. Very important to do it on an
economical basis - by economic means.

F: VWith respect to the trade questions?

E. Yes - on things of this type. And one answer I that that this time
is selected for the exit because of the election. It is connected
very tight with the election.

F. In the US?

E. Yes.
VISAS REVOKED The Story of Addrei Dubrov from AP

and The Story of Alexander Tiomkin

AICRIC Y y and then obtained transit visas from no reason for annullin
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mother were issued Soviet exit visas » 3 X dlsrikne. duve Soviet, EREme

On .the 26th of October, Dubrov was taken by force from.a friend's apart-
ment and remanded to Psychiatric Hospital No. 3 where, his mother,
reports, he is detained in a closed ward with nine mental patients.

His glasses have been taken from him a nd he is not permitted vencil and
paper.

Alexander TIUMKIN, when he arrived at OVIR, loscow, on October 23

to pick up the exit wvisas for himself and his 13 year old daughter,
was told that he would have to leave without her because her mother
objects to her departure. The story is told in the following letter
to the Minister of Pereign Affairs of the State of Israel; lNMr. Abba
Eban from islexander Tiomkin who has been granted Israeli citizenship.



Honorable Mr. Minister. On the 19th of October of this year, & and o

my 13 year old daughter, Marina Tiomkina, received exit permits to
Israel, Unexpectedly, on the 23rd of October, we were told in OVIR
of Moscow that the exit visa had been granted for me only, and that
my daughter, Marina must stay because of the objection or ner motner,
Maia Markovna RAISKAYA. This protest was not something new, either
for OVIR or for the commission which handed.down the decision

on our request to depart for Israel.

The mother's negative attitude towards Marina's departure is mentioned
in our documents which are in our dossier, and in the written protests
by Marina's mother which have been filed in the dossier. Neverthfeless
a competent commission made the decision permitting our departure,
taking into consideration my daughter's wish to live in Israel.

She expressed this wish clearly in her application to OVIR, Moscow,
which is also filed in the dossier. We did not hide anything from
the very Beginning, including the fact that in the case of my divorce
from Maia Markovna Raiskaya, the People's Court of Lenineki Region

of Moscow City, on May 23, 72, resolved that my daughter stay with
her mother. But now, the refusal to grant my daughter a visa is

being based on this decision. ...The decision of the court was made
in spite of the wishes of my daughter who stated both orally and in
writing that she wants to live with her father, ....

My daughter, Marina Tiomkina, stated definitely a year ago that she
considers Israel her only Homeland and that she intended to leave for
Israel. Since then her determination has only been strengthened.

A group of repatriates who should arrive soon in Israel from Moscow
can confirm to you that this determination has not been dictated by me,
but is of her own making. They know my daughter. They remember wit
what joy she ran downstairs into their arms after having received
permission to leave, and they remember her sorrow when she heapd

that permission had been refused. '

As a result Marina has broken off all relations with her mother. She
left the house, and we are now in the apartment of friends waiting
for a visa. Our situation is very difficult, and we ask that you

help us. Respectfully yours. ' Moscow, 26/10/72

Alexender Tiomkin, Citizen of the State of Israel, cc
Certificate No. 654, dated Oct. 11, 1972

NB: Under Soviet law & child of 12 or over must be consulted and his
wishes considered when decliding which parent should have custody.
Marina was not called into court to express her desire.

Please Note: Alesander Tiomkin's new gddress:

Moscow 117261
Leninski Proezd T0/11 kv 229

Tel: 1304136

His ex-wife Raiskaya Majia Markovna is a child psychiatrist
working at the Institute of Defectology of the Academy

of Pedagogieal Sciences, ul. Pogodinko 8, Moscow G 117,.
Tel: 2452464. Director of the Institute: Vlasova
Raiskaya's superiom: Prof. Pevsner lNaria Simionovmna

Marina has since written 4 letter to the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL requesting
their assistance

On Saturday, the 28th of October Tiomkin and his daughter were summpned
to Ovir where Zolotuchin, assistant to Smirnov, Head of OVIR, Moscow,
and Akulova, an inspector informed, him that his exit permit will be
cancelled if he does not leave, alone, by the 2nd of November. He
refused, and has sent a letter to the Israeli Minister of Interior,

and the International Association of Physicists, while his daughter
wrote to the youth in the US.

In Kiev those who have received permission to leave without paying the
tax are: Shechitman, Rita Eizenberg, Rosenshtrum, Girkin, Lipnitski,
Simion Shapiro and the Berenshtein family. Mark Yampolski and

Samuil Pulin must pay, and Gennadi Goldberg, 18 years old, has been
told he must report for military service.

Yuri Soroko and Zinovi Melamed have renounced Soviet citizenship and
have been granted Israeli. SJimkha Remmenik and Alexander Ger have
aldo been granted Israeli citizenship.

Ilia, Lydia and Ludmilla KORENFELD of Mosc
citi;enship. ow have also rqceived Israeli




&
Please note: Addresses: Samuil PULIN Israelovich engineer, 35 ¥rs.
Kiev 150 wife: Raisa,
ul. Enri Barbuss 11/2 kv 87 daughter; Irena

Gennadi GOLDBERG Lvovich
Kiev 123
ul. Stalskogo 10 kv 10

After the arrest and detention for 15 days of 11 Jews in Kiev on

Sept 7th, eight were asked to leave their jobs as the resuit of meetings

at their places of employment. They are: Melamed Zinovi, Remenik Simcha,

Eggagt%rsgi Ig?éigeiniggv V%gdimir, Tartakovski Yuli, Mirietski David
obrenko ri. e other three, Yuri Soroko, Mark Y

Simion Ruchman were already unemployed. ' G 2

In Kishinev, Victor MAGDAR with two friends, Lev BLITSHTEIN and Avram
KOTLIAR went to the TASS office, where Victor's father, a journalist,
works and staged a hunger strike in protest against his refusal to
Sign a statement that he consents to his son's departure for Israel.
All three were remanded for 15 days on charges of hooliganism.

Mikhail MATSEVICH X e . B
Minsk

EKalinovskogo 105 kv 53 g

who has requested Israeli citizenship, was told to report for military
service on the 27th of October. He announced that he would not report,
because he considers himself an Israeli. Lev Ovsitscher reported that
Matsevich's friends are worried about him and ask that the certificate
of citizenship be rushed to him.

Ovsitscher also reported that the following families in Minsk have been
exempted from paying the education tax; Abelson Simion, engineer,

and his wife, a doctor, Gerry Shultz, engineer, Feldman and Rudenshtein,
both pensioners, and Hilolai Poletiko (see Bulletin 218). We were
informed that Poletiko, who is not a Jew, was exempted, but his wife,
Tamara,is required to pay

the
Lev RUDERMAN from Minsk who has arrived in Israel reported that
Soviet authorities have decided to liquidate the only memorial to

the Jews murdered by the Nazis. The official statemﬁnt was that it ;
is to be moved from the site near the common grave to another place.
This, Ruderman says, can only mean the Minsk cemetary, as no Jewish

one exists.

NEW RESTRICTIONS AND REGULATIONS

was reported from Moscow that on the 3lst of August Kosygin signed
iﬁ additign to para. 74 of the Communications Regulations stating;
"Tt is for@idden to use telephone connections ( inter-urban, urban and
rural) for purposes which are contrary to political interests and
public order." We understand that the addition was approved May 27th,

and promulgated under Government Order # 655.

I tz comes word vie recent immigrants that Jews
b Chsrng:iadmiasion to the University or any Institute must

£
:gg;ging statement that he does not want to go to Israel.

SEVEN MOSCOW JEWS DETAINED IN PUNISHMENT CELL, SEPT. 19th

Description of the punishment cell from the interview with Yefim
Manievich, by Avraham Tirosh, Maariv, 29/10/72

"Thev put me into a cell that wae like a grave, [t was 70 cm long and

50 cm wide, and attached to the wall opposite ine -door was a narrow
wooden board on which one could hardly sit down. On the door opposite
there were skee iron protrusions and the walls were covered with concrete
ones. I sat there 21 hours and during that time, they gave me food

only once, — a plece of dry bread and the tail of a salted fish. When

I would doze off, my head would fall forward and hit the iron protrusions
on they door which cut me." Manievich said that, besides himself and
Slepak, five others who had been arrestved on the 19th of October, were
held in cells of this type, Rizhak, Krizhak, Levin, Tsitlonok, and
Palchan.




The following is the transcript of Slepak's description of his +

detention from a conversation with Lord Greville Janner in London

S8.: On the 19th of September, I was arrested in the street and
detained in the police station from 10 in the morning until 7 in
the evening. Then I was released and I went to the Central Tele-
graph building where i u:i:z a group of Jews were on a protest hunger
gtrike. Then I went to a friend's home where I held a phone :
conversation. Afterwards, I was arrested again in front of my home.
For three days, I was held in a cell in the police station where I
was forced to sleep on the .+ floor. I was alone in the cell.

J. Any blankets?

S. There were no blankets. No reading material either. They gave me a
1ittle food. Then I was taken to the Matroska Tishina where,
Nashpitz and Shapiro had been held previously. There, for 20 hours,

I was kept in a box, leas than one meter by half a meter.

J. What sort of a box was that?

3. Like a ¥ery little room. Of course in that small a cell there was
no space to sit or lie down. It was even impossible to lean against .
the wall. The walls were covered with thorms¥ The box was wvery dirty.

*(The: . thorns were the result of very rough cement.)

J. Did you have a bucket? :

S. For sanitary reasons I waa allowed out of the cell twice. Then for
four days I was in a cell without any heat and with broken panes in
the window. It was very cold., There I had to sleep on the bare boards.
The temperature outside was about zero. I had no warm clot

and I was freezing all the time. The prison authorities did not permit =

my family to bring me warm ¢lothing. After eight days, I was trans-.
ferred to the cell where Manievich, my friend, was detained. I was
there for eight days. During the entire term of imprisonment we

were given hot food once in two days. The days when we were not
given but food we had about half a kilo of black bread and water.

J. Were you interrogated?

8. Only in the police station. They told me that I must remain in-
prison for 15 days. During all the 15 days were vere not given
cigarettes. We had no books to read. We were given newspapers only
five days before we were released. On my second day in prison, I
heard the heaé of the prison tell the guard by my cell, "The man
inside is an enemy, a real enemy."

" It was reported from London, that two Soviet newspapermen visited
Slepak to inquire how he had transmitted information to a British
Member of Parliament. Slepak told them that this member of Parliament
is a friend who called to ask how he was, and then he told of his
arrest and 15 days in prison. The reporters left saying they would

verify the story.

“he arternoon of October 30th Vliadimir Slepak was arrested near the
building of the Central Committee, detained for several hours in a
militia station near his home and released without having been
questioned. Slepak had gone with some 50 others to the Central
Committee to present a protest against the criteria applied in granting
exit visas, and all refused to leave the building until Slepak was
released. At about 4 in the afternoon, they weretold that he had

been released at three, and after checking into the truth of the
report, they left the building. '

The UP report stated that Alexander Slepak said that his father had
been taken by four plainclothesmen as they approached the entrance
to the building} "They grabbed him and a moment later a car drove up
‘and they pushed him inside. Yesterday was his 45th birthday. It's a
nice present."

NEW TRIAL BEING PREPARED IN SVERDLOVSK

Leonid ZABELISHENSKI in Sverdlovsk is under constant interrogation. As’
recommended by the court in iarkman's trial, he may be charged under
.190/1 with slandering the Soviet Union. He is being questioned, not on
his testimony concerning Markman, but on the evidence he gave concerning
the way he had been handled by his interrogators.

Vladimir MARKMAN has been sént to Krasnoiarsk, and his wife, Henrietta
has been refused permission to leave fdthher son for Israel, because,
ghe was told, of Ella Kukui's behaviour in the west.




We have received ahe DECLARATION FOR PUBLICATION (see Vol. III, no.l) &
in which Moscow Jews renounced their Soviet citizenship in protest
againet Soviet failure to condemn the murder of Israeli sportsmen in
Munich and police brutality tonwards those who gathered at the Lebanese
Embassy. The following 56 signatures are attached to the photostat.

Roman Rutman Victor Perelman Saveli Vasserman
Lydia Korenfeld Lerner Alexander Miriam Zeltserman
Ilia Korenfeld Lerner Vladimir Yuri Vasserman
Ludmilla Korenfeld Perelman Yudif Larissa Volokh
Vledimir Slepak D. Markish Grigori Volokh
Maria Slepak Beilin Yosif & Dina Anatoli Libgober
Alexander Slepak Lvovsky Mark & Piotr . Simion Babinski
Prestina Yelana Victor Fairmark Ida Nudel

Prestin Vliadimir Siniavakaya Galina Yefim Manievich
Yelena Gorlina Moighezon Boris Ilia Belau

Borie Orlov Esther Markish Boris Tsitlonok
Victor Polsky Vitali Rayevsky Boris Khazanov
Yelena Polskaya Yuli Kosharovsky Marina Khazanova
Victor Mandelsweig Vladimir Mash Vladimir Roginski
Maria Orlova Vladimir Zaslavsky Valentina Roginskaya
Lev Libov Alexander Tiomkin Valerie Krizhak
Natalia Slepyan Vladimir Belosserkovsky - Valeria Krishak
Natan Feingold . Vera Belotserkovskaya

Yulia Peingold (Yerofeyeva)

Lazar KEET in Riga has been unemployed and under constant surveillance
since Sept. He had been employed as a repairman at the Rigas Abdierps,
a clothing factory, for two months, but was forced to leave after he
refused to sign a two year work contract as demanded by the management.
He is a Candidate in the physical mathematical sciences.

N.B. To require a person to sign a work contract in an ordinary
factory is unheard of in the Soviet Union. Sometimes, if a man
volunteers for 8 special assignment in some distant area, he signs
a special contract giving him special conditions, but stild, under
law, he may resign after giving the usual two weeks notice.

The story of the harrassment of Y., Drot of Vilna as told in his letter
to Kosygin, Ruddnko, and the Commission of Human Rights,

“On the 14th of April 1972, Ipresented documents for an exit visa to the
State of Israel. I was refused. To my complaint to the Ministry of
Interior, I received a standard answer that I have been refused because
of so-called 'security considerations.’

After submitting my application, I was subjected to repressions on the
part:y’ of the local authorities. On the 25th of August, the administration
of the Vilnus Palace of Sports, where I was employed, at the insistance
of the KGB, demended that I leave voluntarily. The day after I received
the refusal, they demanded I give an explanation in writing of an
alleged violation of security techniques and a violation of labor
discipline. During the time I was employed in the Palace of Sports,

I performed my job well and the:: administration had never reproved me..
From the 24th of August to the 5th of September, four written explanat-
ione were demanded from me and I was reprimanded. Later, 'l was warned
that if I did not leave of my own accord, I would be fired for
infringing against labor discipline or according to some other statute.

I was forced to apply to a number of governmental bodies. The
Prosecutor's office of the Lithuanian SSR sent my compleint to the
Regional Prosecutor's Office. I was not even summoned there, but a
formal refusal was simply sent to me saying that the actions of the
administration were not outside the framework of the law. The Central
Committee of the CPSU of Lithuania sent my complaint to the Regional
Committee of the CPSU, where, Golovkin, an executive, stated that '
the administration at my place of employment did not deny the fact that
they had demanded my dismissal, but, because of ideological consider-
ations, I should not be employed at a place visited by foreigners.

A complaint sent to the Ministry of Interior was also of ho avail.

I sent a complaint to the KGB and was summoned there. The person who
talked to me stated that the administration of the Palace of Sports
had acted correctly as they did not want to work with a Zionist.

Thus all the departments to which I have applied have suppar ted those
who openly violate legislation and elementary standards of democracy.
I am exasperated by the fact that governmental and party bodies
support persecutions which have forced me to leave my job and are
attempting to force me to give mp my only goal; to leave for Israel.

I appeal to you in the hope that measures will be taken in order to
stop the persecutions and to see to it that democratic standards and
the Declaration of Human Rights will be obeerved."” (signed)

8/10/72 V. Drot; vilnus, Zhirmunu 65 kv 8




The following petition to the Ambassador of the Netherlandsin Moscow
describes yet another case of suffering engendered by opposition afl
telatives. ¢ Pl

”on the %1at of March 1972 my femily ( I, Adesman Khaskel, my:wife,
Adesman Mindlia, daughter Robel A., and my son-in-law Oxengendler
Alexander) applied to OVIR of the Minstry of Interior of Moldavian
SSR with a request for permission to emigrate to Israel. I am a
pensioner, 66 years oldy I fought in the Great Patrliotic War, was
wounded and gassed. ¥y wife i1s a pensioner as well. Her first hus-
band was killed in a battle against Hitler Army of occupation forces
and 9 members of her family were brutally murdered by the fasecists »
My daughter 1s a blo-chemist, and my son-in-law is a mechanical
engineer., Their work is not connected with access to secret material

The invitation from Israel was sent to us by my mother, 89 years old
and my brother, 68 years old, who Have no children or any other ,
close relatives except use. On the 27th of April my wife and I were -
informed that our departure had been ampproved, but our children'
application had not yet been examined. Immediately we presented an
application saying that we did not refuse the permission but as we
could not leave without our crildren we would wait untill they were
permitted to depart for Israel as well. v

Only on the 2nd of August my son-in-law was informed officlally that
he, his wife and their children would not be permitted to depart
because his brother; a serviceman, flatly objected to give permission
to my son-in-law to leave with his family.

It 1s mown to us thaet from the moment we received our invitation

my son-in-law's brother who has a family of his own living apart
from us began actively to regquest in various departments that we be .
refused permission to depart for Israel.

That is why I apply to you, Mr. Ambassador in the mame of my old
mother who has lived through 4 wars and the bitterness of separation
from children, who have been scattered over the world and in the

. name of my famlly residing in the USSR, which has suffered also
mach from the loss of relatives during the war, Pleas e, help us to
obtain permission to departure for Israel with our children and grand-
children in order to assist my mother and brother. They need it very

much. sincerely yours,

Khaskel Aronovich Adesman
Kishinev-35, ul.Alioshina 2/1,kv.80,.

The invitation from Israel was sent to us by my mother, 99 years old
and my brother, 68 years old, who have no children or any other close
relatives except us. On the 27th of April my wife and I were informed
that our departure had been approved, but our children' application
has not yet been examined. Immediately we presented an application
saying that we did not refuse the permlssion but as we could not leave
without our children we would wait untill they were permitted to de-
part for Israel as well.“

soris DUBNOV We- snen he went to the Office of OVIR,Lvov, that

:ﬁe previous decision %o refuse him an exit visa is still in force,

and that if there should be any change, they would inform him. "
Dubnov told his friends in Israsel that he will go to Moscow to protest.
He has been accepted as a member of the Israell Association of Surgeons.

HARRASSMENT AT BORDER STATION

It takes between 9 to. 12 days for igmigrants to clear their beléngings
through the Customs at the border station of Chop because of delays
imposed by the customs officials. They force people to strip and submit
to body searches, They throw luggage around, break crates and scatter
the contents. They work so slowly that they often check out only two
families a day. Immigrants arriving in Iserael report that they have to
bribe with between 30 to 40 rubles clerks, porters, drivers, train
guards, ticket seklers, and even the cleaning women. Sometimes the
dalaga are so long that an emigrant's exit visa expires. The authorities
at the border have the right to grant extensions but the tension and
distress created cannot be overestimated. :



_JEWISH PRISONERS COMPLAIN TO UN OF CRUELTY /e

On the morning of August 4, 1972, prisoners at camp No.l1l7 of the Dubrav-
lag, when they were taken out to work, unwittingly witnessed a scene of
characteristic cruelty. The prison guards, led by captain Bakaykin,
dragged the prisoner Gilel Shur out of the watch-house and pushed him
into a special car. His hands were handcuffed behind his back and on his
face the white traces of lime could be seen.

This was how the last 24 hours of detention under guard beggn for Ge. Shur
one of the Soviet Jews endeavouring to go to lsrael, who was arressted

by the EGB in 1970, Half a year later he was trled in Kishinev after
world public opinion had warded off the threat of death from Dymshits

and Kuznetsove "Justice" ashamed by such a reaction on the part of prog-
resaive peorle throughout the entire world, sentenced Go.Shur to deprivate-
ion of freedom = a term unusually short in practice of Soviet political
trials, if one takes into consideration the fact that the defendant

did not admit his guilt and refused to testify either during the investi-
gation in the KGB or in court.

In addition, in the first half of 1971, hundreds of Jews whose files
were alrcady filled out in the KGB ready for action against them, receivetl
exit permlits and went to Israel. Among them were alsc activists for free
emigration to Israel of Soviet Jews who were closely connected with
those arrested. The fact that the closest relatives of the defendants
were included in the 1ists of persoms admitted to the so-called trials,
also seemed significant. There was hope that the door, opened a little

at the beginning of 1971 for emigration to Isrsel would open still widers
There was also hope that we, who had already been unjustly and harshly
convicted would soon be released and attain repatriation for which we so
longe.

At present, however, in August of 1972... not a single one of those
convicted in the Jewish trials in Leningrad, Kiev, Odessa, Sverdlovsk

and Kishinev, has been released before the expiration of his term. Two
women, Silva Zalmanson and Reize Palatnik, are still languishing in prison.
The Jews are detained with Nazl collaborators who occupy all the leading
posts in the concentration campse. It 1s a paradox that the same persons
who killed our relatives during the war against the Nazls are now again
giving us orders - this time in Soviet camps. Is this not an affront to

the memory of the Soviet Jews massacred by the Nazls?

The camp adminlstration, with the full support of higher authorities,
creates intolerable conditions for the Jews by a wide variety of methods.
These include sending people to particularly hard labor without taking
into consideration their state of health, denying dletetlec food to the
sick and depriving them of the possibllity of buying even that small
quantity of products a prisoner is allowed under camp regulations,

Although, as a rule, after half their term of punishment 1is fulfilled,
the servants of the Nazis are transferred to better conditions of living,
all of us, without exceptlion, have been denied this under various pre-
texts. Even the wall news-paper is used for the hounding Jews. In it are
anti-Semitie articles and remarks of the Nazl servants. Fault finding is
intensified and punishments become more frequent and more harsh. The
most crual measures are used, such as putting people into punitive
isolation cells and placing them on punitive prison rations which
.physically undermine the health of the priconers.

The followlng are only a few examples of recent cases: on July 9 twelw
Jews were transferred to newly established political camps in the
Northern Urals under severe climatic conditions, During a search that
preceded this a text-book for learning Hebrew, "Mori", and a Pevsner
dictionary were confiscated from Grilius and bMendelevich, under the
pretext that these were books of foreign publications. Under this pre-
text the Jews are deprived of the possibility of studying their own
language or of having a Jewish calendar - after all neither textbooks

for Hebrew nor our calendars had ever been published by the Soviet Statse.

When Levit, Shpilberg and Kizhner were In Dubravlag hospital in Novem-
ber 1971, the director of the operative unit of zone No.*, in which the
hospital 1s also included, stated that he would not allow correspondence
with relatives in the Jewlsh language, as there is an instruction "from
above" not to permit correspondence with relatives within the boundaries
of the USSR in this language. Since then, in effect, from February 1972,



. et /)
six letters in Jewksh from Trakhtenberg's wife have been withheld under

the pretext that they were being trenslated, a letter from Shpilberg's
wife in Jewish has been conflisceted and so have been a number of other
letters from relatives, It is forbldden to wear a scullcap inside a
building and there continues the poliey of suppressing everything Jewlsh, -
for refusing to obey which we are punished. '

On July 26, 1972 Trakhtenberg was put into an isolatl on punishemnt cell
for five days. This was a result of the fact that on 12.7.72 Trakhtenberg
gave up his lower sleeping berth in the barrack to a former prisoner

in Nazl concéntration camps and the ghetto, the Jew Lev Korenblit, and
not to a Nazi collaborator as had been demanded by Senior Lieutenant
Zenenko, who expressed his anti-Semitism in this manner. For the same
reason Lev Korenblit was deprived of a visit from his relstives.

For having defended Trakhtenberg and Korenblit, Arkadiy Voloshin was
put into the isolation punishment cell for ten days on 3le7.72¢

By a decision of the camp director Gorbushev, on 7.8.72, Shpilberg was
deprived of the right of receiving the one early food parcel permitt-
ed and of' buying food products for a month because he had, as stated in
the decision, "insulted" the foreman Kodolich during working hours on
28,7.72. Shpilberg's "misdemeanor" consisted of having stated on that
day that he refused to listen to anti-Semitioc insults from Hitler's
"Polizeil™ - foreman Kadolich and store-keeper Stepanov, and for having
left their office. He then demanded that Kalitova , a free civilian
worker who had also heard what Kadolich and Stepanov had said should
condemn the expressions of the two seriving Nazls, However, the camp
administration showed full solidarity with the expressions used by
Kadolich and Btepanov, who, in accordance with the general rule, have
been placed in privileged positions. Shpilberg was punished instead.

Mikheil Korenblit hkad repeatedly asked for but not received medical
asslstance, and, in spite of ihis grave illness, has not been sent to
a hospital, On the morning of 11.8.72 he fainted, and on the next day,
on August 12, Senior Lt.Zinenko reprimanded Mikhail Koremblit for "end-
lessly" requesting medical assistance.On Zinenko's order Mikhail Ko=-
renblit was sent on 14.8.72 to dig trenches.

These ere only the few of the most recent examples of how the KGB and
the sdministration of the camps treat the Jews.

We draw your attention to the complete violation of the basis statutes
of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and we ask you to speak out in
our defence and help us to be speedily released so that we can leave
together with our families

We draw your attention to the complete violation of the basis statutés
of the Declaration of the Rights of a Man and we ask you to speak out
in our defense and help us to be speedily released so that we can 1live
together with our families in Israel, as 1s our right. Fibauils

Lassal Kaminsky, Arkady Shpil'berg Lev Korenblit, Mikhail Ko
Arkady Voloshin, Lazar Trakh!:en‘ber’-g. - e Ny ST e renblit,

Arkadi VOLOSHIN received the following reply to his complaint to

the Prosecutor's Office of the USSR that the prison authorities had
confiscated a Jewish prayer book. The letter was from the Prosscutor's
office of the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic, dated 25/3/72 to:

Mordowian ASSR, Subovo Pglianski region,
pos. Oziorni

| Uchrezhdenie X/X385/%7

To: Prisoner: Voloshin A.S.

Your application sent to the General Prosscutor of the USSR was
received by the Prosecutor's office of Moldavian SSR and has been
considered by us. '

It has been ascertained by checking the material t&f the case that the
"Collectior? of Prayers, Ceremonie&: and Religious Laws of the Jewish
People", confiscated during a search, is reactionary in its contents,
and therefore, it is forbidden to use it. The confiscated volume has
been destroyed, and there is no reason to punish the persons who
were involved in its destruction,
(signed) .
Chief of the Department of Supervision over the Security Bodies
Senior Counsellor of Justice: A. Poleuktov,




INHUMAN TRANSPORT CONDITIONS AND HUNGER STRIKE FOR SYLVA

The following description of the transport from Potma to Perm
end the plans for a hunger strike in support of the demand to free
Sylva has reached the West. We received this from Dr. Louis Rosenblum.

12

"15 people in a sleeping compartment. Everybody bathed in sweat. Food
spoiled. For two days they did not take prisoners to the lavatory.
People had to use the corridors. They ordered us to take toothbrushes
and soap x.i: but they had known that we would not be allowed to use
them. The windows were sealed shut. Only at the end of the deportation
did they open the windows a little, but it did not help. People were
lying naked on the floor. Dirt. Stink, suffocating. One man died
during the deportation. It is a terrible torture.

"In Perm the prisoners sent a complaint concerning the conditions
of the transport. An answer was received from a general saying that
everything had been conducted according to law."

From the same document comes the informetion that for refusing to
attend political lessons Chernoglas has been deprived of a visit, and
that earlier Mendelevich had reweived the same punishment for the same
yeason., "There is an intention to declare a hunger strike for one

day and %o send a complaint against compulsory indoctrination (forced
indoctrination of Gommunist_:onsciousneaa?".

A Hebrew notebook was taken from Chernoglas under the pretext that it
must be checked. It has not been returned.

In protest against the continued imprisonment of Sylva Zalmanson,
Wulf,&Israel Zalmanson and Eduard Kuznetsov declared a hunger strike
of three days duration beginning on October 25th, Sylvia's 28th
birthday, Dimshitz and Chernoglaa were to continue the strike for
three days beginning Oct. 27th; Mendelevich and Grillius for three
days from Oct. 29th and Frolov and Suslenski for three days beginning

Nov. lst.

gew og Riga sent the following telegram to the Presidium of the Supreme
oviet:

We Jews of Riga apply to you with an urgent demand to release
‘Sylva Zalmanson who has been condemned to 10 years in a strict regime
labor camp. We are deeply worried by the fact that a woman who had been
i1l with tuberculosis in open form has been transferred to a prison cell
for a long term. We are convinced that this completely groundless
measure will be followed by dangerous deterioration in her health.
Today, on Sylva Zalmanson's birthday, as a symbol of solidarity with
her and in support of demands for her release, we declare a hunger
strike of one -day's duration.

(signed)

Gessla Penson, Yasha Levinson, Liak, Glissman, Kassel Khenzi, EKuzinetz
Mikhail, Yakov Tseples, Lifshitz Ilia, Valeri Kaminski, Rappoport
Mikhail, Vainshtein, Gelfandbein Vladimir, Keet Lazar, Yorsh Pavel,
Shpilberg Maergarita, Zabrodskaya Stella, Ulman Mikhail, Mendelevich
Moisei, Braun Reégina, Gelfetsman Boris, Tsimmerman Ralf, Zhenia,
Chervinski Vliadimir, Drigov, Dashevski, Adler Urik, Verkel Vita,
Roizman, Diment Simon, Ziskina Keila,Heimanson Dorman

In Leningrad, I. Varnavitski, N. Varnivitski, Rubinshtein, Dreizner,
Yagman, Butman, Mogilever, Boguslavskaya, Teitelbaum, Mirkina, Kaminskaya,
Goldfeld, Dimshits, Shur, Yavor, Perlov, Iosfingirsh, Rosen, Karpovski,
Kats, Starobinets, Kvetnaya (?), also seit a telegram to the Presidum
declaring & hunger strike in protest against the injustice of the
sentences and the fact that the"court when examining the cases of Sylva
and her friends did not mention + what had caused them to take such

a desperate step."

TRANSLATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY GREETINGS FROM POTMA
PHOTOSTATED NEXT PAGE

Shalom to you our brothers and sisters én Independence Day. This is

a holiday for the Jewish people in Israel and in the Diaspora, and

also for us who are here in the concentration camp in the Soviet Union. -
We did not have the possibility to learn the language in school,

go forgive us the mistakes in Hebrew. We did not live im our home ‘so
forgive us for not fighting as heros. But they could not take from us
our Jewish soul and our hope. Now our people has a State, and therefore
we believe that we shall meet in our land, and if not next year, then

soon. (Signed)
Zeev Mogilever, David Chermoglas, Zeev Zalmanson, Israel Zalmanson,
Shimon Levi, Sfomo Dreizner, Yaacov Buslenski, Yosif Mendelevich,

Hillel Shur.
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(Received from Dr. Louis Rosenblum, Cleveland, Ohio)

EDUARD KUZNETSOV'S DIARY,. received from Ma'ariv's correspondent in
Italy, published in "L'Espresso .(Oct.12*h)

- The manuseript of the diary of Eduard Kuznetsov (ebout eight thousand
words) reached us in a very adventurous way - informs the Italian week=-
1y "L'ESPRESSO", which in its current issue prints large excerpts of

the diary written in prison by the husband of Silva Zalmanson. According
to the editors it has not yet appeared in any publisation of any country.

The author of these pages is a 33-year old man from Moscowp, former
student of Philosophy, whose name became famous for the flrst time in
June 1970, when at the Leningrad airport he tried, together with ten
other persons, including his wife, to get hold of a Soviet plane flying
between Leningrad and Priozersk with the intentlon of taking it to
Sweden - explains "L'ESPRESSO" to its readers.

After recalling the arrest, the triasl and the verdicts, the magazine
adds:- Kuznetsov's case sheds light on the complicated situation of
emotional and cultural unbalance affecting a certaln part of Soviet
youthe Kuznetsov is only half Jewish, on the side of his father, who
died when he was still a boy. His mother, to spare him trouble later,
managed to register in his passport the Russian nationality, and even
educated him to the traditional anti-Semitism of the Russian populaces




At the university he 1s arrested for the first time when he is 22,.. ,9
for having collaborated to the editing of the underground magazine
"Phoenix". The sentence 1s propotionate to the crime: seven years in
jail. The years in jail leave a deep mark both on his nervous system
and on his political convictions. Liberated in 1969, abandoned by his
first wife Bella, incapable of finding a job and a home, he seeks réfuge
in the arms of a Lithuanian Jewess, Silva Zalmanson, an engineer of
warm zionist feelings, who marries him and takes him to Riga.

How dld the manuscript reach "L'ESPRESSO"?

Smuggled out of the prison by an unfalthful (or compassionate) guardian
in November 1971, it was taken to Moscow and transcribed by six different
typewriters on 86 pages. It circulated very little in the USSR, under-
ground, of course., Only thls year in Julg someone managed to get it to
Paris. Here it fell into the hands of a "glighteous" man, who kept it
locked in a drawer for two months. Refusing to divulge it, because he
considered it "anti-Russian and irreligious".

The diary starts on October 27, 1970, at the conclusion of preliminary
proceedings when the prisoner can finally be the legitimat owner of
paper and pencil. ' » ;

Vividly, Kuznetsov leads the reader along the horrors and miseries of
prison 1life Soviet-style, which does not seem to be very different from
prison life under any other authoritarian regime. Descriptions of how
some inmates are put to death just for having tattooed anti-Soviet
slogans on their bodies, and of the many others, who, unable to harm
thelr persecutors, practice upon themselves the most atrocious self-
injuries are among the most harrowing thls correspondent has read in
prison literature. However, owing to the length of the document, this
summary will 1imit itself to the parts related to the trisl of the pre-
sumed hijackers, and to Kuznetsov's meetings with and thoughts on his
wife Silva.

" I do not consider myself gullty toward the USSR, on the contrary and
therefore I don't want in court to play their game. First of all because

I am no longer twenty, I do not burn with the desire to change the world...
I had declared my intention to do without a lowyer, when one of them

shows up: He is a stocky Jew in his forties, round and sprightly, Yuri
Yosifovich Iuri, I was about to tell him that 1 did not need him, when

he informs me that he had not been appointed by the court, but hired by

my friends who would feel offended if I refused his services. This is

the first bit of news reaching me from the free world, and I surendered...

furi is far from stupide.. We both reached the conclusion that it is
useless to try too harde In any case they will give me fifteen yearse..
He will merely insist on a reduction to 14 years, hoping for a miracles.

Luri has something very typlical: the winds of the diaspora are too
strong for a Jew to suceeed in remaining sincere. Very few succeed.
Whoever seeks success, whoever loves the ways of the a03 has certain
fundamental characteristics: a sociable nature in a forced sort of

way, hypoeraey under the mask of enthusiasm, and even in the most
sincere dedication to a cause, a tiny grein of detachment, of irony,
the ascepticism of a mind observing from the outside, as if knowing

it 1s performing within itself the work of a stranger.”

A few days later he returns to the subject of the Jews... as seen by
members of the prison staff. " A major Kruglov told me that if it were
up to him, he would expell all the Jews from the Soviet Union, because
they are shrews and do not serve the Sovliet State with sincerity.

This point of view 1s widespread among State and Party officials, In
the lager I had beenfold that everything is in the hands of the Jews,
that Brezhnev is a Jew and so is Kosygin, eto. Not that inmates are
more anti-Semitic than the others, but 1ife In cells and barracks leads
to manifestation of more openly visceral antipathies, whatever their
form and nature.”

On December 14, 1970 the diary proffecles ironically on wha@kill blossom
two years later into the ransom taxe.

" I read that the situation of workers in the United 8tates has worse-
ned. Poor things, I have been hearing for the past twenty years that
thelir situation is worseninge.



Here, thank God, education 1s free, True, this is one of the reasons /5.
to prohibit emigration: the State has spent money: on You, and you want

to make a gift of your knowledge to our enemies? Why shouldn't-the master -
give a free educstion to the slsve for 1ife, 1f he does not have a
chance to flee from his master?" ' :

Kuznetsov sees hls wife Silva again when the trial starts. He disclos-
es thntnthe male defendants had agreed to exculpate the women of the
groups “If things would come to the worst, we agreed to pretend, they
knew nothing and acted in blind obedience to the men's will,"

But Silva Zalmanson refused. He quotes her as saying:" No, I want to
do 1like the others", and then comments: " I limitadgmyaeI; to scold-
ing her. Now she thinks she is alleviating our lot by fully sharing
with us the weight of responaibility." ' g

Commenting on the trial and on the stiff sentences requested by the
prosecutor, Kugnetsov lucidly writes:" It is a big political geme, in
which our destinies are not taken into the slightest consideration.

We are not even the game's pawnse Pawns are the Jjudges and the attorney
generale And since I, as a Soviet slave, have to access to any even
remotely objective political information, I can only do some guess- °
work on the factors determining our destiny, and which make equally
probably the execution of the death sentence, or its abrogation at the
last moment." ' . -

The prosecutor's request for a death sentence to Dimshits and to him=-
self, gives Kuznetsov a desperate sense of relief:" better than fif-
teen years... It is better to die today than tomorrows.. The comedy
is over, now we must only waft for the verdict.™

A few Paragraphs are worth quoting from what 1s probably the first
documentation of the hijackers' trial, and punishment as seen from their
side. .

Kuznetsov quotes Dimshits as saying to the court after the verdict in.a
threatening tone: "If you think you ocan frighten future fugitives by
means of our execution, You are mistaken. The only result will be that
they will no longer proceed with iron fists, as we did, but with machine
guns, because they will have nothing to lose.” 5

He quotes Dimshits as telling his companions in the common misfortune:
"I am gratefull to all of you. I have seen the majority of you for the
first time at the alrport after the arrest. Yet, afterwards we did not
become spiders sealed in a jar, we did not blame each other,"

As for his wife's attitude, he says:"Silva spoke better than everybody
else, A8 a woman she was able to elucidate from the mass of frases one
would like to pronounce as "the -lest words" only the essentidl ones,
She pronounced them in Hebrew, and immediately after she translated
them in Russian:" If I am to forget thee of Jerusalemecs."

In the following pages, an admiraeble description of the thoughts and
feelings of a man sentenced to death 1s followed by the solemn announce=
ment delivered on New Year's eve be Major Kruglov, the prison director,
of the humanitarisn gesture, commuiting the death sentence into fif=-
téen years of hard labour lager.

"Happy New Year. What is there to laugh?- Major Kruglov askss

1 was not laughing,"-writes Kuznetsove "I really don't know how he could
think I was laughing. I could hardly see him for holding back tedrs of .
humiliation and of furious hatred towards myself, toward this whole
comedy, in typical police style: the verdict and then a New Year's gift
by a father Christmas with blue epaulettes..."”

Several monthe later, in May 1971, Kuznetsov, now in a lager, writes:
"I am writing only to maintain my sanity. The concentration camp 1s
horrible, it 1s the consecious creation of conditions such that men,
continuously pushed into a corner, begins to doubt the usefullness of
obeying to his own truth, and becomes convinced that only the truth of
biology, of adaptation existS..." .



On May 18 he reports a meeting with his wife:"Silva | -6
miracle, she has the certainty that we.shall not be g;:sggigg %grnlong.
How I know all this. One must be very young and for the first time in
prison... The KGB cannot do without cheap tricks. No matter how expert
one 1s elways fooled you end by believing in the worst scoundrel, if *
he pretends he 1s 'ggod. Major Gorshkov had told Silva end myself'that
there would be no limits to the length of the encounter, provided we

did not touch prohibited themes (i.e. neither our cagse, nor prison rulesg
nor cealomny against Soviet reality). Convinced that we had plenty of .
time, we jumped from one subject to another, we had even Jokingly start-
ed to dispute over Spinoza's definition of liverty, when a guard sitting
°n a stool as if on a throne, severely announceds %he meeting 1s’over.“

Their protests prove fruitless, and th t
o ke ’ ® meeting ends after the establishe

"Silva is pale" ;= notes the husband.'“The typical prison pallor. And she

never ceases smoking. But she 1s in hi i
b sl e i R g ° _ gh spirits, and bellicose. May God

The dilary's oxcarpté ublished in "L'ESPRESSO"
Begtarbol 30, P in gnd with a page dated

"Silva must be 111, this 1s what I understood from certain hints in
her letter. How awful, she cannot forgive herself for the naivete with
which she mccepted the maliciousness of the investigating magistrates.
She writes: "The thought that I didn't know how to resist, end that for
a certain time I behaved in a shameful way doesn't give me peace. Nor
can I forgive myself for having believed the "evidence" that you and
all the others had disavowed me... The KGB offers to all of us bitter
lessons on the rules of Soviet life",

"Poor Silva",= comments Kugnetsov."Silva, who up to the day before the
arrest was indifferent toward anything not having a direct relation

with the problem of repatriation. For me the trial ended not so much

with the maglstrate's words pronouncing the death sentence, as with her
cry between tearsi"I hate everything here. I hate". Now in her letter
there is anger z«nd sarcasm in every word, ... her case is not an excerp=
il one . Once one enters the police labirynth, even if oné reaches the exit
one accumulates such a charge of hatred, that it is sufficient all the
way to the cemetery, or to Tel Aviv. From the moment when the repressive
State 1s forced to mssume more flexible forms of domination and ean no
longer cgsually kill dessidents, it clashes with the problem of those

who have not come out of the labirynth, The Russian reppressive state
inevitably lacks the flexlbility required for the integration of dissent=
ers within its c~n system. The state oppresses them, turning them into
enemies, tempcrarily gagged, or into living corpses who one day may

come back to iife, even 1f only to be defeated again, for the time being,
certainly not for victories", :

THE LETTER OF THE 500 SOVIET JEWS TO THE SUPREM:
dated Sept. 5, 1972 REME SOVIET

TOy The Presidium of ‘the Supreme Soviet of the USSK,
Session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR,
.Political Bureau of the Central Committes of the CPSU.

During the last two years some repatriation of Jews who expressed their
desire to leave the Soviet Union for Isrgel has taken place. According
to spproximate data, two thousand left in 1870, four=-teen thousend = in
1971, and during the firat half of 1972 - six-teen thousand people. The
experience of these years has revealed a number of most serious draw=-
backs in the procedures of the government bodies occupied by repatria=-
tione Numerous violations of the law were commited as & result. Here are
some of thems

1l. Refusal of permission to leaeve under the pretence of security aqualifi-
cation etecj this contradicts the Constitution of the USSR and the De=
claration of the Human Rights, providing the right to free departure

for all persons who express such a desire. The unmotivied and groundless
_ refusals, decided on by a secret commission which follows secret instruce
tions, cause numerous protests in Russia and outslide of it.



2. Dismissals from jobs. In many cases persons who have submitted appli-‘
cation for exit visas to Israel are fired from their jobs, and expelled
from the Higher Educational Institutions. To submit character references
is obligatory for every applicant, This makes no sense for a person who
is going to leave the USSR for ever,

3« Deprivation of citizenship. Jews departing to lsrael are foreibly
deprived of their Soviet Citizenshipe. This is in violation of the Law

of citizenship of the 19th of August, 18938, article 7, they are reqired
to pay the state tax of 500 roubles, without having sent an application
and renouncing citizenship (item 19v). This 1s in violation of the
Decree of the Soviet of Ministers of the USSR, No.803, of the 22nd of

September 1970, :

4. Deprivation of pension. The repatriants of pensionary age are pald
in advance only 6 montha of their life pension, and then the payment
ceases, ' :

5o Demands for devorces and support for the children. The applicants
are very often lawlessly forced to devorce the spouse who stays and to
Pay for the support for the children in.advance for the whole term,
According to the legislation the alimony cen not be paid in advance
(article 23, pgrt'S?. .

6. The delay in'eanswering applications for exit visas. The maximum terms
for the examination of the applications for exit visas are not determine
ed and not published. The applicant recelves an answer in two-six months
after presenting the documentse This is in Violation of the Ukaze of

the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, the 12th of April,1968,

7o Judicial gnﬂ;othar-paﬁaeoutions. Persons, protesting against violat=
ions of the Law, concerning themselves, and actively trying to obtain
the right to'depart, are subjected to judicial end other persecutions
up to deprivetion of -freedom for several yearse Among the obstacles put
in the way of the Jews wishing to depart to Isreel a special place 1=
occupied by the Ukaze of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the

USSR of the 3rd of August, 1972 and the Resolution of the Soviet of
Ministers of the USSR No.572, where in addition to all the existing
difficulties there 1s one more = the most unjust demend and one, for the
majority, practically unattainable, By the above mentioned acts gigantie
taxes have been levied on persons with higher education leaving the
Soviet Union. _

These taxes are called "Reimbursement for the expenses of education
received in Higher Educational Institutions, aspirantura and also for
the assistance rendered during the defense of the scientific degrees",
The repetriates with higher education are required to pay enormous sums
of money in order to receive permission to leave the Soviet Union, sums,
that are tens of times more than the value of thelr whole belongingse.
This Ukase contradiets a number of judicial, social and economic norms
and the principles under which modern.society functions.

1) When entering a higher educational institution the student undertoock
only one engagementt to work at an assigned job for 3 years as e "young
specialist”, After this term is completed a person has the right to

. change his profeseion or to depart from the country, a woman may fully
devote herself to family duties, and so on. Similarly, a young specialist
does not undertake any engagement when working for his second or third
scientific degree. As the law cannot be retroactive, the Resolution can
not be applied to all persons with higher educatl on, or persons with
scientific degrees, who have not been warned before entering higher
educational institutions, or aspirantura, or before defending a degree
of the necessity to pay back the expenses on leaving the Soviet Union,
In judicial terminology the repatriates are the "Party led into error
in the contract", (the Civil Code of the RSFSR, arta.57).

2) The Resolution does not stand up criticism from the economic point

of view as well. The statistical data and the results of calculatlons

by Soviet economlsts (the journal "The National.Economy of the USSR" in
19703 the Statistic yearsbook of the Central Statistical Department of
the Soviet of Ministers of the USSR, Moscow, the "Statistika" publishing
house, 1971; professor Zhamin V.A. "Economika, Obrazovanie" (Economics,
Education) Moscow, the "Prosveshenenie" publishing house, 19693 Doctor
of Economical sclences, Belkin V.D."The Literaturnaya Gazeta" 10.3.'71)
lead us to the only possible conclusion:




a) the expenges for the higher education of one student of the Day /8
Department, including stipend framed upon the average of the national
economy for the 1961=1870 are 600 roubles or 3 300 roubles for 5% years
of study. According to the results of investigation nit her for the

university nor for the Technical Institutes are the expenses higher than
5 000 rubles.

The expenees for a student of the evening or extramural correspondence
departments are 2-4 times less. By snalogy with this the expenses for
a student in the Day department without the stipend must also be reduced.

b) National income from production calculated for one worker or one
employee upon the average salary for the same period of time with the
addition of payment of benefits from the "public social benefit funds"
is 1,612 roubles ("The National Economy of the USSR in 1970")

Thus a worker produces annually 1,122 rubles (or 70%) more than he
receives and, therefore, expenses for education are covered by his pro=
duction for which he is not payed, within no more than 3-4F years.
According to other data, expenses incurred in preparing a specialist
are fully covered by 5-6 years of his labours(Prof. P.B. Urlanis, "Li=
teraturnaya Gazeta" 29,7.70) - -

Approximately the same calculation was made by Academician P.S.Khachatu=
rov; according to his data, every worker produces during the years of
his contribution to the national economy upon the average 2% times more
than ?18 consumption during his 1ife time. ("Commnist",1972, No.8,
pgo'?l o i 0

In the light of these data it seems completely absurd that the same amount
of money is levied on a young speclalist and a specialist who 1s on
pension. The latter 1s especially illegalbecause, in spite of Internationsd
law pensioner are deprived of their pensions, which they earned, when

they depart from the Soviet Union to Israel.

It must be also taken &nto consideration that every one who leaves 1s
deprived of his share in the national wealth of the country. This share
in the "main" funds only is more than 3 thousand roubles, including

1-2 thousand roubles in the maln funds of housing and communal services,
public health services, etc.

These sums only in the aggregate with the denled t'.:: pension often
compensate enough and to spare the expenses of the higher education
of a speclalist., In the light of these facts the arbitrary demand of
paying high taxes for higher education, which are about 12,2 thousand .
rubles for a person, 1s not justified by anything,.

d) For the same reasons are absolutely groundless the demands for pay=
ing 5,400 roubles tax for the first sclentific degree,(Candidate)and
7, 200 roubles tax for the second one,(Doctor). First, the sums are
demanded from all persons not depending on the fact whether or not a
person has been studying in the Aspirantura or Doctorantura, even
though the overhelming majority of Doctors and a big number of Candi=
dates do not pass it, and in this case the expenses are counted In
bundreds but not in thousands of roubles., Second, the economic effect
of scientific investigations in great majority of cases 13 many times
more than any expenses for preparing and defending a dissertationj

e) Thus, the set taxes are not based on any real calculations and are
simply prohibitive prices, as they are so high that availability of
corresponding sums of money in possesion of leaving speclalists 1s
impossible. With the rare exception, a Soviet specialist and a sclen=-
tific worker is unable to save such sum of money eéven during several

tens of years, 1.g. for a scientifiec worker with a university education
but without a secientific degree, the demanded amount 1s equal to his
overall wages for 7<7% years of his work. Because the average savings

of the population a year during 1961-1970 were.in the national economy
8.75% of the amount of the salary (National Economy of the USSR in 1970%.
Then at the same rate of saving such a worker would be able to collect the
above mentioned amount for 185-200 years. If one uses the rate of

saving as 6.2%, the necessary term reduced only to 110=120 years.



f

The amounts demanded may be calculated only on the basis of the amctual ’9
amounts for education of a specialist. Any other principle, for example
based on expectation of income, received as a result of using a speolnliat
during the whole left time of his working activity, which 1s in fact
equal to refusal of acknowledgement of the right of a person to dispose
freely ones ability to worke This 1s suitable only for slaver or feudal
economy but not for a modern societye It was said by Marx:" a person as
an owner of his work capasity, can sell it for a period defined by him-
self alone, because if he had sold i1t once for ever, he would have sold
himself as well and thus, would have turned from a free man to a slave"
(Karl Marx, "Kapital"” Moscow, Gospolitizdat, 1955, volume 1, pge174).

The fact of setting of fabulous taxes for education and for scientifie
degrees while there exists such an enormous amount of uncompensated-for
labour (see item 2) coincides fully with the definition of bondage,

given under item la of the Convention of Abolition of Slave signed
by the Soviet Union in 1956, o S

As the Ukase and the Resolution infringe upon basic eivil human rights,
mentioned in the Constitution of the USSR and the Declaration of the
Human Rights and also in the Convention of Abolitlon of Slavery, we
appeal with a call to the deputles of the Seasion of the Supreme Soviet
of the USSR: not to confirm the above mentioned order of the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of the Zrd of August,1972,

Our proposals to normalize repatriation of Jews from the Soviet Union. to
Israel are described below. We ask the Seasion and the Presidium of the

Supreme Soviet to examine these proposals, to receive them as a basis of
suitable resolution. g

Such are our proposalse

1. To establish a Depattment of repatriation of persons of Jewish
nationality in Executive committees in capitals of republics, centres
of districts and regionse

2. To work our and to publish regulations concerning the work of
Repatriation department and to 1ssue corresponding instruction,pro-
ceeding from strict observance of the legislation of the USSR, pro-
viding every Jew wishing to depart to Israel, the right to receive an
exlt visa within period of time designated in item No.Z.

%, All the persons wishing to leave are to be provided with exit visas
to Israel within a month after the documents have been presented, in-
dependent of the age, qualification, profession and relation to the
military service.

4, The permit is to be valid for a month after receipt, except persons
who hed scces to secret materiale For persons who have had access to
classified material the permits are to be valid for a month from the .
day when the access 1s no longer in effect.

5. To state that the actual access looses its effect after the following
maximum terms, calculated from the last day of its use: access of

first degree = no more than 2 years, access of second degree = no more
than 1% years, access 3rd degree = not more than 6 months., It is ne=
cessary to provide guaranties against arbitrary detention under the
pretext of alleged acquiantance with secrets, of persons who have had
only a formal access to secrets or have been not connected with them

at all,.

6. The terms stated in item 5 may be reduced by decision of higher
organization, Ministery or a Department, under whose authority the
epplicant has been working, on the basis of results of examination

of actual importance to State security of the secret matertal, to which
the applicant had access,

7+ The questions of reducing the terms, stated in item 5, are to be
examined by a commission, appointed by a higher organization at the
request of the applicant and in his presence.

8, Applicants are to retain their posts or continue studles untill
they submit their resignations. The case of an applicant employed in

a classified job he may be on decision of the administration 1:
transferred to another Job, non-confidential, according to his qualifi-
catlone - :




8¢ A document from the place of work 1s to be attached to the applica=- i0
tion for emigration but not a character reference or a document from the
house management offlce.

10s An applicant has to Inform all the persons connected with hims
Wife (husband), children, parents, whose consent is unnecessary. Each
of the above mentioned persons has the right to present a finaneial
claim agalnst an spplicant. The applicant, in his turn, has to pledge
himself to compensate t he mutuslly aggraed upon clalm In terms agreé&d
upon the parties.

1le The OVIRS of the Municipal Executive Committees must complete by
the end of 1B72 distribution of exit visas to applicants of Jewish
nationality who have presented thelr documents before the lst of
December, 1972,

¥

12, To reduce the amount of the tax for an exit visa to 400 roubles.

12, To establish that pensioners leaving the Soviet Union for the
State of Israel will receive their pension for life.

14, To charge the Ministery of Justice with working out regulations

covering the settling of disputes between the repatriates t
o ; ; o Is:
citizens of the Soviet Union State organlizations, “rat

15 To consider it inexpedient to csll-up for the mllitary service
or for military retraining persons who have presented documents for
an exit visa from the USSR.

16. Taking into consideration the fact that meny persons with dual
citizenship of Israel and the USSR reside in the Soviet Union - to
charge the Ministry of Justice bof the USSR with working out a re=
solution of the judiciael and civilian status of these persons.

LETTER TO NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Prior to the visit of M.V, Keldish, President of the Academy of
Science of the USSR, to the United States, six Soviet Jewish
scientists wrote the following letter to: Professor P. Gendler,
President of the National Academy of Sciences of the USA.

We, six Jews, scientists of the Soviet Union, apply to the National
Academy of Sciences of the United States and also to the fraternmity

of scientists of all countries of the world concerning the situation
in which we find ourselves in connection with our desire to repatriate
to Israel.

Our situation wersens from day to day. We want you and all our
American colleagues to know that the exhorbitant price for exit visas
recently implemented will not have an effect on our desire to
receive permission to leave-the Soviet Union,

Until recently, one of the most important among the customary motives
for refusals was the so-called 'secrecy'. Now refusals under this
pretext have been replaced by an openly cynical:statement that we are
valuable specialiests. But do you know that we, 'valuable specialists’
have been fired from our jobs, charged with parasitism and forced to
perform physical labor?

Do you know that we are deprived of the possibility of publishing

our scientific works, teaching, reading lectures in scientific seminars
and conferences, maintaining any kind of scientific contact or of
continuing any other scientific activities?

Theaqlimitations signify essentially our professional death.

Do you know that we are, in face, isoldted from the outside world
according to the order of the 'anonymous authorities'? Our telephones
have been cut off. Correspdndence never reaches us. Members of our
families are,openly or in a:disguised manner, persecuted by the
suthorities. Do you know that this has lately reached the point of
lawless detentions, preventive arrests and other forms of violation
of the law? We are in constant danger,

Dr. Gendler, we ask you as the president of the National academy of
Sciences of the USA, to use the visit of Academician Keldish M.V., who
is not only the President of the Academy of Bciences of the USSR but
alsoc a member of a number of governmental organizations and institut-
jons of the Soviet Union, in order to discuss with him measures which
he is able to, and must take in defense of our elementary human rights.
We are forced to ask this of you as Professor Keldish has never talked
to any one of us and has never answered any of our letters.



We are convinced that our problem is of some general interest as Iell..lt

We are deeply convinced that there is a slose connection between pure
science and ethinal principles. Many of our scientists believe that
scientific research of the uninhabited space of Cosmos must not lead to
the moral devastation of science. Soviet scientists understand that, by
depriving us of the basic human freedoms, they promote our destruction.

" Each scientists, when he hears,t™:1 am not my brother's keeper", must
gearch his own conscience. He must remember who was the first to pro-
nounce these words. (signed)

Prof. David Asbel, physicist

Prof. Alexander Lerner, Doctor of Technical Sciences, cybermetics.
Prof. Benyamin Levich, bio-physicist

Prof. Boris Mdisheson, Mathematician

Roman Rutman, Doctor of Mathematics, cybernetics

Prof. Alexander Voronel, radio-physicist. Moscow, 17/10/72

LETTER TO THE HISTADRUT, ISRAEL, received by phone on Sept. 24th,
published in England,"Jews in the USSR," October, 13th and in
Nasha Strana, Tel Aviv, incJomplete on October 9th.

We are a group of Jews of the USSR, scientists and qualified speclalists,
many of whom are already members of varlous Israell Associations, apply
to the Histadrut with a request that it take measures, in defense of

our rights, provided by the International Labour Organization under its
Statutes and in corresponding Conventions adopted by ILO.

As a result of presenting our applicati ons for an exit visa to Israsl

many of us have been deprived of the opportunity of working as speclal=-

ists. Many of us turned to be temporary or permanent unemployes and

;r; in hard financial conditions, what make us agree to any unqualified
Aabour. - 3

Some of us have been charged with parasitism, and have had to take
unskilled jobs or employment entalling hard physical labour under the
threat of reppressions or imprisonment, Some of us have been sent to such
a work under compulsion. '

We believe, the situation of a number of specialists-Jews, forced to
work in the USSR as unskilled workers, loaders, floor-polishers atec.,
to be undoubtedly in violation of the " Alms and tasks of the ILO"
(Supplement to the Statutes of the ILO), ertiele 111-b, that foresees
obligation of assistance to "occupation by workers in such places where
they can fully enjoy displaying their skill and experience eand they can
contribute tot he common welfare. The fact that many representatives

of Jewish inlligentsia have been forced under threat of compulsion into
types of Umployment which lead to loss of professional skill, is a
violation of the Convention No. 29 of ILO, ratified by the USSR "About
Abolition of Compulsory Labour". The article 1 states: "Every member
pledges itself to ebolish the use of compulsory.and obligatory labour",

We are convinced that when we arrive at our national Homeland, the
State of Israel we shall be able to return to work for which we are
qualified, and which we will be able to choese freely.

The continued detention of Jews-speclalists in. the USSR 1s a violation
of the Declaration of the aims and principles of the ILO, article 111=v
statings governments - members of the ILO in achieving the aim of

full employment, removal of unemployment, pledge themselves "to guarantee
freedom of movement of workers, including migration in order to obtain
employmgnt and aplace to 1live, including migration from one country to
another” .

The statements in this artiocle are confirmed by Convention 122,"concern=
ing policy in the matter of employment" accepted by the ILO and
ratified by the USSR, Article 1 of this Convention states that the
governments of the States, members of the ILO, are obliged to assist
workers permitting them "opportunity of free choise of employment”,

Thus, openly compulsory detention of the Jews-specialists in the USSR
leads to violation of a whole serlies of principles of the ILO,

We ask you to apply to the Office of the ILO according to article 26,
item 1 of the ILO Statutes with a complaint against the Soviet Govern-
ment institutions and Trade Union whose actions do not comply with
the Conventions and the Statutes of the ILO.




We demand the following: AR

1) Specialists are not to be fired or be forced to leave their jobs
after presenting the applications for exit visas from the USSR,

2) Specialists are not to be compelled to accept assigned jobs and must
not be persecuted when they refuse to work under such conditions.

3) Not to limit migration of the Jewish specialists from the USSR to
Israel to contintie working in Israel.

4) To demand abolishment of the Resolution of requiring payment for

education, which renders impossible migration of speciallsts from one
country to another.

The following are the names of persons, signed this letter, who ocan also
testify during the examination of this complaint of Histadtut to the ILO,
We suppose that some of our friends and colleagues who are in Israel

now and are acquainted with this problem & will not refuse be witnesses
during the examination of the complaint. '

We believe that our appeal to the Histadrut is in keeping with the
ordinary practice of the ILO., As an example: application to the ILO from
Trade Union of Cheslovakia and other countries with complaints against
actions of the Greek Government violating, in their opinion, the rights
of the Greek trade unions, stated in conventions and adopted by the ILO,.

signed:

l. LERNER Alexander Yakovlevich, Doctor of Technical Sciences, cybernetio-
ist, former chlef of Dept. of the Institute of Automation & Telemechanics
of the Academy of Sclences of the USSR untill the lst of Dec.,, 1971,
general salary 730 rubles, experience 35years; unemployedj no means of
subsistance,

2. LERNER Vledimir Alexandrovich, System engineer, mathematician, Aspirant
of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR untill 1.,12,'713 experience 3 years;
now & cinema projectionist j salary - & rubles.

3s LERNER Sofia Alexandrovna, mathematician, former aspirant of the
Academy of Sciences of the USSR; experience 1 year; then a laboratory
worker in secondary school, now unemployede

4, BEILINA Nina, mechanical engineer, former chief engineer of OKBA untill
1.12,'71; experience 10 years, now unemplpyod: no means of subsistance.

50SHMUKLER Yulia, mathematician, former Aspirent of the Institute of
Automation & Telemechanics of the Academy of Sciences of the USSRj
experience 5 years; unemployed; no means of subslistance.

6,POLSKY Victor Ge engineer-Physicist, Candidate of Technical Sciences,
former chief of laboratory Intraskopy untill January 1971; experience =
18 years, unemployed, gives private lesson in Hebrews €0 rubles a month.

7. POLSKEAYA Yelena, Communication engineer of a Sclentific Research Ins-
titute of Communication untill October 1970; experience 10 yearsj un=-
employed; no means of subsistance.

8o SLEPAK Vladimir S Communication engineer in the trust "Spetzgeophisica"
untill March 19703 experience 19 years, later on was a grinder, now
unepmloyed; no means of subsistance.

9 FAINGOLD Natan, an artist, former an artist of the Studlo of Industrial
Esthetics; experience as an artist 3 years: now i1s working on contractse

10, FAINGOLD Yulia, a pedagogist, former teacher of Russian and Lite-
ratura in a secondary school, experlence 19 years;.

11, VOLDMAN Grigori, engineer-metallurgist, former chief of a'grouﬁ
in a Scientific Research Institute untill January 1972; experience
14 years, now a nightwatchman; 80 rubles a monthe !

12, KOSHAROVSKI Yuli, Communica#iion engineer, former chief engineer
of Labour Hyglene & Professional diseases; now a worker in a baker'sg
60 rubles a monthe.

12, MENDELTSVEIG Victor, Candidate of Physics and Mathematics 3 former
chief scientific worker in the Institute of Experimental Physicsg
experience 10 years, unemployed; private lessons = 60 rubles a mohthe




14, ROGINSKI Vladimir, Physicist, Candidate of Physics and Mathematies 23
former junior scientific worker in the Institute of Experimental
Physiocsj experience 10 years, unemployed; private lessons,

15, AINBINDER Boris, Physicist, former junior sclentific worker in
the Institute of Physical Chemistry of the Academy of Sciences of
the USSR3 experlence 10 yearsj unemployed; private lessonss.

16, LIBOV Lev, motnllurgiatﬁ Candidate of Sclences, former chief of
a section in the Institute "GIREDMET"; experience 16 years: now a
wall=-paper hanger; 60 rubles a monthe.

ORLOV Boris, Historian, former chief of laboratory in a Scientifie
Research Institute of Standarts untill October 19713 experience 18
years; unemployed; private lessons = 60 rubles a month.

18, BYELOTSERKOVSKY Vedim, a writer, former engineer of the Geograph-
ical faculty of the Moscow State Univers 1ty; experlence as a teacher
of Chemistry 5 years; as a writer 10 years; now unemployedj no means

of subslatance.

19, PERELMAN Victor, a Journalist, former special correspondent of
"LITERATURNAYA GAZETA"; experience & years, now a controller at an
auto officej 70 rubles a monthe

20, VOLINSKI Alexander, mathematiclan, former worker in the Central .
Scientific Research Institute of Communicetionj now a leaders 70 ruble
a monthe

21, BOBINSKY Simion, a programist, former place of work: the Main
Computor Centre; experience 5 years; now a wall-paper hangerj 60rubles
a monthe

22, ZASLAVSKY Vledimir, bilo-Chemist, Candidate of Bioiogy, former
ohief sclentific worker in the Institute of Virusclogia of the Academy
of Mediolne Seciences; experience 15 years, unemployed from January '72

23, MANEVICH Yefim, Electrical engineer, Candidate of Technical Sciences
former chief of a laboratory in the Institute; of Complex Problems of
Poligraphyj experience 13 years; now a wall-paper hangerj 60 rubles a
monthe

24, GURVITS Sergey A. Physlcist, Candidate of Physics & Mathematicsj
formerly employed at Moseow State University, now a worker at "ETALON"
factory where was sent by a special Commission of the Reglon Executive
Committee; 82 rubles a month.

26, VOLOKH Grigori, building engineer; had been employed in a Project
Institute; experience 7.years; now unemployed.

26, GENDIN Lev, engineer, has heen employed at a Sclentifio Researah
Institute of Automation of system of management; experience 9 years,
later was a driver; now unemployeds

27, NEPOMNIASHCHI Yuri, physician, Candidate of Yedicine, former
junior scientific worker in the Institute of Poliomielit; experience
14 yearsj now & laboratory worker; 70 rubles a monthe.

28, FAIERMARK Victor, a chemist, a former aspirant in Moscow Institute
of Electronical mashine bullding; experience 8 yeasrs; now a laboratory
worker, 90 rubles a monthe

29, BEGUN Yosef, Candidate of Sclences, former chlef scientifical
worker in the Central Economical Irs titute of "GOSPLAN"; experience
19 years, now a nightwatchman; 60 rubles a monthe

: k = Moscow
20, BABEL Mikhail, engineer=constructor, former place of wor
En;rgetical Insti%ute; experience 15 years; now & loader in a beker's

" 65 rubles a monthe
%1, ORLOVA Maria, engineer, former chief of a department of a Sclentifioc-
al Research Institute of mashine building experience 17 yearsj now
unemployed.
32, LVOVSKI Mark, engineer-chemist, formerly hesd of a group in the

soientific research institute with a salary of 1B0 roubles; 8 years
experience, at present a storeman (80 roubles a month) .




Ea. LVOVSKI Piotr, bullding-engineer, formerly senior engineer in the 2
Asbestcement” scientific research institute, with a salary of 140

roubles; 11 years exped ence. At present a worker in a shop (100 roubles

a monthf.

2Y. MANEVICH Alla, pedagogue, tormerly editor of the Central House of

the Actor, with a salary of 120 roubles; 15 years of experience, at

present unemployed.

38, LIBGOVER Anatoll, mathematielan, two years experience, at present
a labourer-upholsterer (70 roubles per month).

3¢, VOLOKH Larissa, engineer-technologist, formerly worked in the All-
Union scilentific research institute of the meat industry; 8 years ex-
perience. At present unemployed.

3. SHAPIRO Gavriel, englneer-chemist, formerly leading engineer at an
enterprise with a salary of 180 roubles; five years experience, at pre-
sent forced to work by a court decision at the Likhachev Plant,

20, NASHPITZ Mark, stomatologist, five years experience, at.Present
forced to work by a court decision at the "Sharikopodshipnik" plsnt as
lathe operator. Vi o

3Q. VASSERMAN YURI, electrical engineer, formerly senior engineer in a
construcétion bureau; 3 years experience, at present an upholstexzer.

43, PRESTIN Vladimir, electrical engineer, formerly a leading énginear
up to November 1971, with a salary of 190 roubles; 15 years experience
at present unemployed. -

4¢. ABRAMNOVICH Pavel, electrical engineer, formerly a leading engineer
up to November 1871, with a salary of 190 roubles; 10 years experience,
at present unemployed.

4%, KORENFELD Ilia, mechanlical engineer, formerly head of a trust de-
partment, up to April 1971 with a ®%x¥ salary of 200 roubles; 1? years
experlence, at present unemployed.

47, KORENFELD Lidie, tranalatbr, formerly senior interpreter of "Inturig”
with a salary of 150 roubles; 15 years experlencs, at present unemployed.

4Y. KLIACHKIN Mikhall, construction engineer, formerly senlior engineer
in a construction bureau; 7 years experience, at present labourer in a
bakery (72 roubles a month). .

46, OLSHANSKI David, Polygraphic engineer, Candidate of technical sci=-
ences, 20 years experience, has been didmissed from his job on the pre-
text of "being unfit for his post"; at present unemployed.

46 , RUTMAN Roman, Doctor of Technicaml sclences, formerly director of
the Laboratory of Automatic Control of the Central Scientific Research
Institute of the Cotto Industry; 15 years experience, at present secret-
ary, reading to a blind man (70 roubles a~month). - .

43. GORLINA E,, mathematiclan, formerly senior scientific worker at the
institute of Informelectro, with a salary of 1850 roubles a month up to
October 1971: 19 years experience, at present unemployed.

4§. VORONEL Alexander, Doctor, Physics-lMapbhemetics, professor, formerly
head of the Laborstory of the Scientific Research Institute; 18 years
experience, at present unemployede.

/9, RUBIN Vitali, Orlentalist, Candidate of Historiecal Sciences, formerl
senior scientific worker at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the
Academy of Sclences of the US3SR; 20 years experience, at present unemplqwed

&d. NUDEL Ida, Economist, formerly senior enpineer of the Planning
Institute up to January 1972; 17 years experience, at present unemployed.

51, Tiomkin Alexancer, Physicist, Candidate of Physics and Mathematics,
formerly senior scientific worker at the Institute of Fetroleum Chemical
Synthesis of the Academy of Sciences of the US3R; 19 years experlence,

at present unemployede

53, YAKHOT Victor, physlcist, 5 vears experlence, at rresent unemployed.

53; DYMSEITZ Isaak, mechanical engineer, 20 years experlence, at present
unemployeds



*i.

THE STORY OF VITALY RUBIN OF MOSCOW IN HIS OWN WORDS s

see It seems to me that my case is a classic example of discrimination
agalnst scientists as such: I am engeged in putely academic questions,
which have not the slightest military, strategic, political or state '
importance. It i1s difficult to imagine anything further away from all
this than the history and philosophy of ancient China. It 1s difficult
for me to judge my own calibre as a scholar, but there is no doubt

that the announcement that I am a preat one in this context has been
necessary merely in order to refuse me.

In this connection some facts mre not without interest. For 15 years I
worked in the library of the Academy of Sclences as a bibliographer. It
did not enter anyone's ead that my works published in thet period
proved me a great sclentist. Nobody invited me to transfer to sclentifi
work, snd when I joined the Institute of Oriental Studies (1969-1971),
during the whole of these three years I was not confirmed in the post
of senlor sclentific worker, nor received premiums for my sclentifiec
work‘ nor those privileges that are due in the USSR to "great special-
1sts"s I was certainly not treated as a valuable specialist when I
declared my desire to repastriate to Israel. I was told to leave my work
immediately and all my articles being prepared for publication were
thrown out from the journals. Moreover, All references to my former
work were erased from publications in preparation. This is mot only my
fate: 1t 1s the general Practiee, but not everyone treated this way is
afterwards told he i1s a "great specialist".
I was born in 1922 in the family of a philosopher who was thrown out
of everywhere after his brother, an outstanding ooonomist* Isask Ilyich
Rubln, had been convicted in 1921 at the "Menshevik trial”. My father
was forced to earn his living by makin% translations. Incidentally, the
only Russian translation of Maimonides' "Guide to the Perplexed“, :
t

published in the book "The Great Philosophers of the East", Moscow,1959
1s my father's. ' '

At the beginning of the war, when I was at the first year of the
History department of the Moscow State University, I went as a voluntew
to the front, found myself surrounded and was a captive of the Germans
for three days. I escaped from captivity and again fought at the front
near Moscow. At the beginning of 1942 I was taken to hospital because
both my feet were frozen, and from there I was sent to an Artillery
school in Tomsk. About that time Stalin thought up the ldea of creating
special camps for those who had been taken prisoner by the Germans and
from the military school I was sent to the special camp, the coal mine
of the Moscow Reglon basine After a year and a half of working in the
mine I fell 111 with tuberculosis of the spine and, when I could no long-
er be egploited, I was told that I was cleared of the suspicion that I
was a Spy. My mother brought me home and for four years (1944-1948) I
was bedridden, both at héme and in hospitals.

I graduated from the university in 1951 and was recommended for post=-
graduate work, but the procedure of allocation was conducted in a re-
fined Nazi style and of course I was not selected for post-graduate
studyes When I tried to study alone, I was cynically falled at exam-
intations. At the same time other colleagues, non-party men like my-
self, who had not taken part in the war but were Russians, were easlily
accepted for post-graduate worke

Evidently, in order to make the denial of permission to emigrate seem
more reasonable, two days ago I was informed of 1t the regional committee
of the CPSU politely, even sweetly, suggested that I should return to my
Jobe I refused, having guessed their manouevre. In the letter I sent to
the reglonal committee I wrote that it had been shown quite clearly that
there was no room for me in Soviet science and that I did not need one
because I consider my place to be in Israel, in my Homeland. I stated
that I could not work in an ideoclogical institution because I was unable
to undertake the ideological and political -obligations that such . a work
pre-supposes, '

I shall continue to refuse to engage in sclence on a chain and under
threats. However, shoud they start hounding me on the pretext of para-
aitism, 1t will of course be necessary for me to find some kind of work
=to bring books to people in a library or someting of that kind.




OPEN LE'I‘TE'R TO THE SUPREME SOVIET - dated Septel2,1972s¢ Ferowvn WKIEV (2'_2.

"Honourable Deputiesl During the session you will be discussing a
Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of August #, 1972, a
decree not published in the Soviet newspapers, not mentioned on
radio or television, s decree which we, against whom it 1s directed,
cannot reads..

"Deputy Mikhail Alexandrovich Sholokhovl As a writer, you are able

to feel more vividly the connections between events. The Decree of
August ® cannot be isolated from the rest of the life of Soviet

Jews, It is only one link in the chain of events so tragic for us.

As an expert of the human soul always seeking the moral aspect of

the problem, try to imagine... that becsude of circumstances you,

a deeply Russian man, were born not in Russia but somewhere in
Canada, Australia, USA, where fate had brought your ancestors. Child-
ren of Russian emigrants are born in these countries, and the same
could have happened to you. Also, try to imagine, that from childhood
you spoke English or, let us say, French, and never knew Russian =
not because you were ashamed of 1t or lacked the will to learn, but
because in the country where you lived Russlan schools were closed
Russian text-books cemsed being published, Russian theatres dissappea~
ed, because your parsnts had forgotten the Russian alphsbet, could
no longer read and write Russiamn, and that the Russian language was
spoken less snd less as the years passed. Yet at a certaln stage you
felt or understood that before everything else you are a Russian,
that there 1s a country called Russia with a long history, tradition
and culture, and that you want to come home.

"Now try to imagine that people amongst whom you or another Russian
emigrant had lived and worked, having heard that you or he wanted to
leave for your Fomelend, assembled at a speclel meeting and started

to declde whether to give or not to glve the necessary references

and said, as 1t was sald to the Kiev teacher Polina Greldinger: "You
are a fascistl" or "People like you should be shotl" as was said to
Mala Osobisheva, and that children at school would have been told:,
"Denounce your parents, they are traitorsl™ as wes said to Boris Micsakov,

"During the past few months each of us has gone through all this and

many other things. Te were born in Russia, but are not Russians. Cur

first books were Pushkin's tales, but when we grew up we understood -
that this ancient treasure of most beautiful human thoughts called

by many other nations simply "The Book", is written in the language

of our ancestors whom fate brought to Russia from our far away, but

so dear countrye. Thls book is the Bible, the country is Israel, we

are Jews and we want to go homel -

"Mikhail Iosifovich Adelman and Vlaedimir Tzrallevich Peller, Deputies
from the Jewish Autonomous Republicl We would like to get acquainted
with the wife of a simple worker and the mother of two chlildren,
Ralsa Mirsakova. She recelves telephone calls and snonymous letters: .
"You, Jew-face.ee you and your kidl and as a sign of the reality of
these threats bricks have been thrown at her, her windows were broken
and a six-cornered star was carved on the front door. The officials:
of the Kiev post office twice refused to accept from this woman a
telegram to the head of the Soviet Government requesting that she be
given protection.

"Honourable Deputy Psyrtsev, Ninister of Communication oft USSR, on

what grounds are we denied the last right - the right to ask for help?
Who gave the order to stop the Jews from using the telegraph? Honourable
Peputy Shchelokov, Minister of Interlor, in accordance with what law

do we receive refusals with the standard reasoning: "Leaving the country
i1s not considered expedient"... Honourable Deputy Nikolal Mikhailovich
Amosov, you are the person who has the most human profession - a physic-
ian, a surgeon; every day you hold in your hand the quivering human
heart. You esre uniqualy familiar with the feellng of personal respons=-
ibility for a human 1life. Now thousands of human lifes are in your hands andt
and before you decide whether to vote for or against the decree of
August %, please inquire why the price of the exit visa for Jews going
to Isrsel has been increased twenty times to its present fipure of 900
roubles,

"Honourable Deputy and Chairman of the Comnission of Soclal Maintenance
Bekhterev, explain to us why Jewish old-age pensioners golng to Tsrael
lose their pensions; why Paragraph 20 of the Constitution, which
guarantees to soclal malntenance during old ape, 13 suspended In thelr
case? Honourable Chairman of the Commlttee of the Prlces at the Soviet
of Winisters, Sitnki, please explain to us why the cost of lugpagge
transportation at the customs has been raised 20 times in July of this



%

year and 13 now 500 roubles per ton? As tae average salary 1s 122 2;
roubles, ersch of us hss to pay the customs' man for one hour of his
work the equlvalent of four months' salary.

"Honourable worker Deputies, you know the value of monev and with how
much labour each rouble is earned. Why are your fellow-workers who are
Jews and are golng to Israel only allowed to change in the bank 90 ro-
ubles and are forbidden to take Soviet money from the country? Who re-
voked the right of personal property? Why are we not paid back money

we contributed to stste loans and why cannot we take out of the country
the state loan's obligation papers? This money was requested from us

by the state durine the years of the war. The Decree of August *,1972
makes 1t compulsory for every Jew who received a higher education in
USSR to pay for his degree a sum from six to twelve thousand roubles.
Ten years of not eating, not feeding the children, not paying rent and
texes - even then many of us would not be able to collect the necessary
sume .

"Honourable Andrey Romanovieh Rudenko, Procurator-General of USSR, 26
years ago, spesking st the Nuremberg Trial, You propounded to the world
an important juridicial norm: "In the international sphere”,yu said
"The only law-creating action is the agreement between countries",
(Nuremberg Trials!, Vol.2,p.252,Moscow,1955), Could you explain to the
Deputies of the Supreme Sovliet and to us how the decree of August * can
be reconciled with the Additional Convention of Abolition of Slavery, .
Slave trade and Customs Similar to Slavery which the Sovlet povernment
signed in Geneva on September 7, 1956 and ratified on February 2,1957.

The first paragraph of thls document binds the states parties to

'a) abolish loan bondage, 1.e. a situation where the pawning of the
debtor 1s used as a securlty agalnst his personal debt, if the worth

of his work 1s not restricted and its character is not defined'. We
find ourselves in debts that cannot be repaid. We worked 211 our 1lifes,
where neither 1dlers nor parasites, fought, bullt, studied and treated
patients, but now i1t transpires that the work which we did 1s not
considered part of the payment of our debt, that the duration of our
work for paying off our debts 1s unrestricted and its character is un=-
defined. The Jews who worked all their lives through, the pensioners,
are obliged 1n accordance with this decree directed agalnst the Jewish
Intelligentsia to pay for their diploma.

"Honourable Deputy, the Minlster of Finance of USSR Garpuzov, we make

a counter claim to the Ministry of Finance and the Minlstry of Interior
The statistical magazine "The National Economy of USSR" for 1970 states
that for every rouble of a paid-out salary the state recelved 9 copecks
savings at an average salary of 122 roubles per month, and that every
worker accumulates per year about 1,250 roubles of savings. This means
that an engipeer's diploma, evaluated in 7,700 roubles, 1s sutomatically
completely pald off during six years of worke. This simple arithmetic
calculation does not apply to a Jewish engineer If he declides to po to
Israels Could it be that Yewish work does not create savings? ...,.,

Papers were too ashamed to publish this decree, radlo and television
announcers did not say a word about it, the decree contradicts the
Geneva Convention on Abolition of Slavery and the Constitution of USSR,
Paragraph 125 of the Constltutlion guarantees the right to education and
to free education of all kinds. It does not make any qualification for
those who are leaving USSR or changing their citizenship.

"Honourable Deputies; we insist on an all-sided discussion in the highes
legislative body of the country and an open discussion in the press. We
suggest that Izvestia publishes our open letter. We want to recall a
simple truth: povernmental wisdom and unanimous opinions of deputles

are not equivalent concepts. Remember how unanimously genetics and
cybernetics were declared in USSR to be pseudo-sciences? Remember how
the Supreme Soviet revoked its decree rewarding Lidia Timoshuk, who had
defamed in 1952 the Jewish doctors, with the Lenin Order? Remember the
sufferings of guiltleéss Jewish writers, scientists, painters, killed

and shot in the 195087 Remember the great actor Mikhoels, crushed by

car wheels? Remember the Jewish soldiers, who fought with you near
Stalingrad and Berlin? Remember the victims of Babi Yar, where there

is still no monument in thelr memory?... There are times when a true
patriot must vote in opposition. The decree of August ¥ must not be
confirmed or 1t will complete the chain of tragic and shameful events

Signatures: Alexander Perlmuter, Barukh Glotman, Ralsa Glotman, Zinovi
Melamed, Lev. and Raisa Strupinskil, CGenrikh Titelman, Igor Goldfarb,
Tamara Zldner, R.Ya. Zelina, Ipgdal, F.M.Flrsakov, R.K.Mirsakov,
M.Direnshtein, Sofis Remennik, Alexandr Volin, A.D.Feldman.
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June 26, 1973

TO: Executive Committee, National Council and Friends of AIPAC
FROM: I. L. Kenen, Chairman

SUBJECTS: SOVIET JEWRY; MOBIL ADVERTISEMENT

The Mills-Vanik Bill

The House Ways and Means Committee has begun deliberations on the

" Trade Reform Act and, in the process, the Mills-Vanik bill.

We now renew our request that national and community leaders write
to members of that Committee, urging favorable action on the Mills-
Vanik bill, which denies most-favored-nation status and credits to
countries that do not permit freedom of emigration, Seventeen of
the 25 members are co-sponsors; the list is enclosed. It is im-
portant that Committee members hear from their own constituency and
this letter is addressed to constituents as well as to the governing
bodies of AIPAC.

During his visit on June 19, 1973, Secretary Leonid Brezhnev actively
lobbied on the issue of Soviet Jewry with members of the Senate, claim=-
ing that the Soviet Union is granting the applications of 95 percent

of those seeking to emigrate, If Mr. Brezhmev's figures are accurate,
the Soviet Union should have no objection to the adoption of the Mills-
Vanik legislation. However, his figures have been challenged by spokes-
men for the National Conference on Soviet Jewry. Here is a summary of
their memorandum.

%*

- The press reported that Brezhmev claimed that 61,000 applications
were received in 1972 and that 60,200 exit visas were issued that year,

In fact, 31,700 exit visas were issued in 1972. As of June 1973,
more than 100,000 Jews are still awaiting exit visas.

Brezhnev said that 10,100 exit visas have been granted in the
first five months of 1973. However, this rate is lower than the 1972
rate and would result in an annual rate of 24,240 (25 percent lower
than 1972).

Prior to 1968, only about 6,000 Jews had been allowed to emigrate.
Emigration then accelerated because of increasing applications and
pressures from the West.

“THE COMMITTEE CONDUCTS PUBLIC ACTION WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING AND
IMPROVING FRIENDSHIP AND GOOD WILL BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL.”

NEW YORK OFFICE: ROOM 515 - 515 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 * (212) 752-2780



In the last 5-1/2 years (1968 - mid-June 1973), about 62,000 Jews were
permitted to leave. In this same period, approximately 178,000 "invitations"
from relatives in Israel were received by Soviet Jews. (Soviet authorities
require that applicants secure "invitations" from a relative in the country
to which they wish to emigrate.)

Thus, about 116,000 Soviet Jews who requested invitations are still in
the Soviet Union. About 90-95 percent of those who request invitations do
apply to emigrate. Accordingly, it is estimated that more than 100,000 visa
applications have not been acted upon.

* g
. There is a two to six month delay between the filing of the application
and final action.

Applicants are subjected to obstacles designed to discourage them. The
applicant must obtain clearance from the manager or fellow tenants of his place
of residence, a character reference from his place of work, often involving
appearance before colleagues or fellow students and, in many places, written
permission from parents regardless of age. Finally, he must pay 940 rubles
($1,300), the required exit fee.

The applicant is.subjected to embarrassment and humiliation. He is likely
to be deprived of job and pension, arbitrarily questioned and searched by
police. Such steps are intended to intimidate past and prospective applicants.

Only those who complete the application process are included in official
Soviet statistics. This reduces Soviet estimates of the number seeking emigrationm.

The average monthly rate of Soviet Jewish emigration over the last year
(June 1972 - May 1973) has been approximately 2,500 while the rate of requests
of Soviet Jews averaged 5,000 a month. The backlog of Soviet Jews waiting for
permission has steadily increased. The number of requests reached about 6,500
in May 1973, the highest monthly figure over the last half year. But in the
same month, emigration dropped to about 2,100. It continued to drop in June,
and if this trend continues it will result in a monthly total for June of about
1,700, the lowest monthly rate in the last two years.

Harassment of Jews who applied to emigrate in May increased. Some were
threatened with prosecution. As a result, the number of requests for "invita-
tions" dropped in June (about 3,000 as of June 20). Soviet authorities cite
this decrease to buttress their claim that fewer Jews want to leave the country.
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The Mobil Advertisement

All of us are aware of pressures to change U.S. Middle East policy
emanating from the Arab states which exploit the energy crisis to that end.
Last Thursday, June 21, the New York Times published an advertisement by
Mobil 0il Company, a partner in Aramco, which urged the U.S. Government to
join with the Soviet Union in insisting on a peace to be guaranteed by the
great powers, This proposal may seem plausible to many but the implication
is that Mobil is calling for an imposed peace to satisfy Arab diplomatic de-
mands in order to ensure an increasing supply of oil from Saudi Arabia and
non-Arab Iran.

Under pressure from Saudi Arabia, which is lashed by criticism from Arab
radicals, Mobil has invaded the field of foreign policy as an advocate for the
Arab states. 1Its proposal conflicts with established U.S. policy, which calls
for a genuine peace negotiated by the parties themselves.

Ignoring the egregious failures of previous international guarantees in
the area, Mobil impairs the quest for a negotiated peace by encouraging Arab
resistance to any negotiations and confirming the Arab view that oil can be
used as a weapon and that our foreign policy can be made subservient to the
dictates of Arab oil-producing countries. Moreover, this week's joint U.S.-
USSR summit communique has again pointed up great power differences in. the
Middle East. It is difficult to see how the two could agree on a settlement,
let alone '"guarantees'" satisfactory to Israel and the Arab states.

Incidentally, Mobil carelessly equates U.S. relations with Saudi Arabia
and those with Iran, a nation which is divorced from the Arab-Israel conflict
and which, in fact, permits oil to flow through the Trans-Israel pipeline on
to Europe.

Mobil states that ''the peoples of these two countries (Iran and Saudi
Arabia)...look to us for policies that recognize their legitimate interests
and aspirations.'" Saudi Arabia's calls for Israel's destruction and its sup-
port of the Arab terrorist movement are of the highest legitimacy to the
government of King Faisal, but the rational world views these as illegitimate
and murderous.

Mobil's advertising campaign appears to be an early salvo in the looming
"pro-Israel/pro-Arab" technique which is being fueled by the energy crunch,
frustrations over the Middle East and more sophisticated propaganda approaches
by the Arabs and their allies.

We think that letters protesting against this campaign should éo to the
press and to the Mobil. 0il Company, 150 East 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 10017.
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HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

Democrats

Wilbur D. Mills, Ark., Chairman
Al Ullman, Oreg.

James A. Burke, Mass.
Martha W. Griffiths, Mich.
Dan Rostenkowski, Ill.
Phil M. Landrum, Ga.
Charles A. Vanik, Ohio
Richard H. Fulton, Tenn.
Omar Burleson, Tex.

James C. Corman, Calif.,
william J. Green, Pa,

Sam Gibbons, Fla.

Hugh L. Carey, N. Y.

Joe D. Waggonner, Jr,, La.
Joseph E. Karth, Minn.

Rggublicans

Herman T. Schneebeli, Pa.
Harold R. Collier, Ill.

Joel T. Broyhill, Va.

Barber B. Conable, Jr., N.Y.
Charles E, Chamberlain, Mich.
Jerry L. Pettis, Calif.

John J. Duncan, Tenn,

Donald G. Brotzman, Colo,
Donald D. Clancy, Ohio

Bill Archer, Tex.

* Denotes co-sponsors to date of the Mills-Vanik

legislation.



May 1975
A STATEMENT ON SOVIET JEWRY

Thé United Methodist Board of Global Ministries

Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns Division °

United Methodist interventions on behalf of those being deprived of
- ¢ivil and religious freedoms are numerous and recent, as in Chile, Korea,
-Philippines and the cause of justice for the Palestinian peoples in the
Middle East.

In this tradition, United Methodists are concerned about a people
of another faith who are being harassed and deprived of their full poten-
tial to express their lives respon51b1y. '

Despite its constitutional provision for religious freedom, the
Soviet Union does not allow the full and free exercise of the mandates
and practices of either Jewish, Christian or Muslim faith. Neither does
it permit its citizens to emigrate to other lands. These restrictions
bear most heavily upon the approximately three million Jews who are Soviet
citizens. Recognizing our own political limitations as citizens of countries
where United Methodist churches are found, we yet identify our concerns most -
vigorously with those of Soviet Jews. We derive our conviction primarily
from the Christian belief in religious liberty, and also from the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights as promulgated by the United Nations. -

_ The General Conference of 1972 statement on Jewish-Christian relations
embodies principles by which United Methodist Christians should be involved
in processes of reconciling action for the advancement of causes which are
decisive for the survival of humanity. It specifically encourages common
action in the cause of human rights. It relates the "oneness given us in
Jesus Christ" as an intended example of hope for the oneness of humanity.

At the very heart of our Christian faith lies respect for human rights.
- All persons are created in the image of God, of infinite worth and endowed
with rights and responsibilities. All people of God are responsible to God
and to their neighbors for the defense and protection of these rights for
others. Not just theoretically, wherever injustice and systematic govern-
mental oppression are allowed to pass uncondemned, every nation is affected
and the dignity of every human person is threatened. A threat to the free-
dom of any group or individual is a threat to the freedom of all persons
and groups.

With these mandates, the Board of Global Ministries and its Ecumenical
and Interreligious Concerns Division calls upon the leadership of The United
Methodist Church independently and in cooperation with other Christian and
Jewish leaders to press for a reconciliation and renewal of freedom and
human dignity for Soviet Jews .and others there who are denied their human
rights. We recognize our own failures in racism, sexism and other areas of
human rights, and the failure to guarantee civil rights or freedom of con-
science to certain members of our own society. Yet we may not remain silent
regarding the suppression of the spiritual and cultural life of the Jewish



people. Their cry of "let our people live" reminds us that denial of the
right to nurture and perpetuate the spiritual life denies the creative
power of God in whose image we are made.

In the spirit of justice and love, we seek, by any with power to act,

1. The freeing or radical reduction of sentences by the
Soviet Union for all prisoners of conscience, many
of them Jews, who were sentenced because they sought
to exercise their freedom of religion as a legitimate
human right..

2. The ending of all economic reprisals and other harass-
ment of those Jews and others who apply for visas
which would allow them to be reunited with their
families or otherwise live where religious rights may

" be better observed.

ADOPTED: April 30 Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns Division
May 2 Board of Global Ministries



" STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF" ANDREI SAKHAROV

'COURAGEOUS DEFENSE OF HUMAN' RIGHTS IN THE SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN .
’ 0 A SOURCE OF HOPE FOR HIS COUNTRY AND FOR ALL THE WORLD, IS AN . .
| o INTOLERABLE ACT.

G TOGETHER IN OUR INDIVIDUAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITIES, TO

CONSTRAINT.

TIRELESSLY OPPOSE THE SILENCING OF THIS GREAT DEFENDER OF.

HUMAN RIGHTS.
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THE FORCED EXILE OF NOBEL LAUREATE DR, ANDREI SAKHAROV, WHOSE

TO PROTEST THIS GRAVE INJUSTICE, WE WILL WORK . . : ‘. .

EXERT AS MUCH PRESSURE AS POSSIBLE ON THE SOVIET LEADERS TO
RELEASE DR. SAKHAROV AND ALLOW HIM TO EXPRESS HIS VIEWS WITHDUT~” :
WE CALL ON OTHERS TO JOIN US IN DEMONSTRATING THAT ?

DR. SAKHAROV'S FRIENDS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WILL ACTIVELY AND '
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Mare Miller

Geoffrey Ryan

Sophie Silberberg .
John Updike '
Rita Hauser

Helen Sen

Denise Sherkerjian

Linda Sokolski

Andy Sommer
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Michael H. Posner
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Call to Christian Conscience

Brussels | l Conference

February 17th 19th, 1976



We Christians---Catholics, Protestants, Evangelicals~-£from
many parts of the world---meet in Brussels thirty years after the
end of the Nazi Holocaust in Europe. We are painfully aware that
a majorityof our fellow Christians of that generation ignored the
ominous signs of the escalating Nazi attacks upon the Jewish
people---attacks that culminated in the nightmare of this century:
the murder of 6,000,000 Jews.l But, today, this generation of
Christians will not be silent as we raise our voices in support of
the struggle to prevent the cultural and spiritual annihilation of
the Jews of the Soviet Union.

We assemble here in Brussels, in concert with our Jewish
brothers and sisters, to make known our profound anguish and con-
cern about the continued and continuing denial of human rights of
Soviet.Jews, and of other deprived groups and nationalities.

Our foremost Christian leaders and institutions have all
publicly condemned the violation of human rights.

Pope Paul VI has declared:

Human dignity is rooted in the image and reflection

of God in each of us. It is this which makes all per=-.

sons essentially equal. The integral development of

persons makes more clear the divine image in them. In

our time the Church has grown more deeply aware of

this truth; hence she believes firmly that the promo-

tion of human rights is required by the Gospel and is

central to her ministry...'The right of religious

liberty': This right uniquely reflects the dignity

of the person as this is known from the word of God

and from reason itself. Today it is denied or re-

stricted by diverse political systems in ways which

‘impede worship, religious education, and social min-
‘istry. We call upon all govermments to acknowledge
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‘the right- of ‘religious. llberty in words and foster it
in deeds, to eliminate any type of discrimination, and
"* to accord to all, regardless of their religious con-
victions, the full rights and opportunltles of citizens.

(October 23, 1974).

The World Council of Churches at its 1975 General Assembly
in Nairobi, Kenya, following a discussion that involved a repudia-
tion of the denial of human rights in the Soviet Union, declared:

We emphasize the clause referring to fundamental human

rights as proclaimed by the United Nations Declaration

of Human Rights. The churches have the responsibility

' to be involved wherever it is necessary to make clear

that security and the development of genuinely human re-

lationships across frontiers go together.

We must resound the calls for human righté until they are re-
spected. We believe that when pérsons perceive themselves incapable
of continuing their participation in a society, their décision must
be fully respected. In such an eventuality, which alwéys entails
for the individuals concerned a difficult and painful prédicament,
the true character of a society“is measured by its understanding
and generosity. A govermment that resorts to coercive methods and
force against its citizens demonstrates both its own weakness and
its contempt for human integrity. Therefore, we speak now to the
leaders of the Soviet Union:  Respect the human rights_pfovisions
of the United Nations Charter. Give the Jews their right to leave
for countries of their choice, a rlght which is theirs under the
United Natlons Declaration of Human Rights. We call upon the Soviet

Union to.rmplement those provisions-of the Helsinki Agreement which

relate to freedom of thought, conscience, religion, and belief, as
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well as to the right of people to emigrate.

We appeal-to the Soviet.aﬁthoritieSFto end all harassment
and intimidation against persons who seek exit visas..

We appeal for an end to the wanton kidnapping of Jewish chil-
dren, remdving;them to coﬁpulséry boarding schools, and, thus,
cruelly separating them from their families.

We appeal for an end to the drafting of young Jewish men into
the Soviet armed fﬁrces as a punitive measure.

We appeal for an end to the sentencing of innocent men and
women to prigon‘terms,on false charges.

We appeal for an end to theltra;sfer of persons to psychiatric
institutions for alleged "mental illness."

We appeal for an end to thé deniallof professional status
and educational opportunities for Soviet Jews.

We appeal for an end to the denial of exit visas to scientists
and soldiers for excessively long periods on the theory that they
possess national security '-'sec't"eits.-'.'

We appeal for an end to thé harassment of persons by depriv-
ing them of employment when they apply for exit visas.

We appeal for an end to thé exorbitant taxation of gift
monies that are sent to Soviet Jews from abroad for relief.

' We appeal éSpecially for an end to the ruthless and brutal
imprisonment of all Prisoners of Conscience, both Jewish and

Christian, and we urge that all such prisoners be immediately released.
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Further, as Christians we appeal to the Soviet authorities
to grant religious;'cultural,_and'ehucational_institutipns for the
perpetuation of Judaism and Jewish culture; the lifting of the
prohibition against. publishing ﬁebrew Bibles and prayerbooks, and
the production of religious articlés;lthe permissioq to train rabbis
and Jewish teachers in both the“SOQiet Union and in seminaries abroad;
the creation of.a representative body of Soviet Jewry with freedom
ﬁo communicate and associate with their co-religionists in other
lands.

While realizing our own failﬁres and shortcdmings'in the vital
area of human rights, we nevertheless cannot remain silenf or indif;
ferent in the face of the grave and dehumanizing injustices that
have been inflicted upon the Jews and other groups in the Soviet
Union.

To all persons denied religious liberty in the Soviet Unioq,
to all who courageously defend human rights there, we pledge our .
solidarity with them as brothers and Sisteré; We will stand atul'
their side until. their freedom and liberation is realized. ' We will
not reét until human rights and justice prevail in the Soviet Union,
and everyplace where humanity, the sacred. image of God, is defiled.

Finally, in the spirit of the prophet Isaiah, we call upon
Christians in every'land=t0'join‘with us in this effort to free an
entire people, We urge our-felléw Christians to sign this ''Call to

Conscience," and to deliver it to the political and religious leaders
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of their lands as part of a great effort: Let the Jews of the
[
Soviet Union leave or let them live as Jews!

I the LORLC have called you for the victory of justice,

I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you and set
you as a covenant of the people, a light for
the nations.

To open the eyes of the blind, to bring prisoners out
from confinement, =

And from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. (42:6-7)

BRUSSELS, February 19, 1976

Submitted by the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

_date .  February 25, 1976
to Morris Fine X
from David Geller
subject Brussels Conference, February 17-19, 1976

-Looking-back at Brussels, several significant dimensions stand _ _
-out, I believe that the Conference can be judged a success both
from. the standpoint of its effectiveness. in focusing world opinion
once again on the problem of Soviet Jews, and, in terms of the re-
commitment .of the 1200 delegates from 32 countries who attended,

;,'The make-up of the attendees themselves marked a significant .
- . advance. over Brussels I. It included a 51gn1f1cant number of young

. people. as well as a prestlglous contingent of some 50 non-Jews from
...8 different countries, primarily representing religious denomina-
tions, but also 1nc1ud1ng parliamentarians, jurists and scientists.
.Despite the limited time available, the meetings of the workshops

and commissions. were productive, allowing for the exchange of ideas

- as well as (and perhaps most important) the ESt&bllShlng of relation-
ships between peers (scientists, jurists, parliamentarians, inter-
faith, etc.) and between those individuals and/or groups from
dlfferent countries engaged in sensitizing and informing public
opinlon. Another signlflcant group were. the 35 new ollm

- The presence of non-Jews was noted repeatedly by several of the
main speakers including Golda Meir, for it seemed to make manifest
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‘the” fact that the struggle on behalf of Jews in the Soviet- Union - --—--

was not.only a Jewish struggle, and that important segments of
society -- science, the humanities, law, government, etc., have
become involved, From -the reaction of the non-Jews with whom I
spoke, I feel certain that their commitment and participation will

be felt during the months to come. For example, a group of 36
Christians (most of whom are members of the.Interreligious Task

Force on Soviet Jewry,) representing a variety of important Christian
denominations and organizations signed a Call to Christian Conscience,
commiting themselves to return to their homes and organizations,

and develop activist core groups which would inform and activate

-the general membershlp In addition they will maintain contact

with their peer groups in EurOpe and Latin America.
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This group made an important contribution to the Interfaith
Commission meeting, and one of the main suggestions to come from
that Commission was the possibility of developing international,
interreligious cooperation on the subject of Soviet Jews, with the
feeling that inevitably it would strengthen those forces concerned
with human rights generally. The participants at the Interfaith
Commission also felt that new countermeasures to deal with rising
anti-Semitic propaganda was urgently needed,

Another of the more immortant workshops was that dealing with
Helsinki, Participants included noted parliamentarians as well as
Sovietologists from a number of countries. Despite the difficulties
in enforcing a document that is a political declaration of intent
rather than a legal convention or contract, nevertheless the decla-
ration, signed among others by the Soviet Union, has already be-
come the basis of a new force of persuasion vis-a-vis the Soviet
Union. It was agreed that a major task for Jewish communities

would be to monitor the implementation by the USSR of both the
Helsinki Final Act as well as the UN Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. This monitoring must be carried out by knowledgeable and
responsible bodies, and it was agreed that the effort be coordinated
and centralized, particularly with respect to the registering of
complaints about violations. Special note was taken of the 'Fourth
Basket' of Helsinki which requires a reconvening in 1977 of the

35 nations who signed the declaration, for the purposes of review-
ing progress in carrying out its provisions., It is important,
therefore, that a fully documented brief, listing Soviet violations
of Helsinki be prepared for submission to the proper authorities,

The final declaration of the Brussels Conference consisted of a
reaffirmation and recommitment to the struggle for Jews in the
Soviet Union. It contained few changes from that of Brussels I.
For several years there has been a growing feeling on the part of
many Jews that our demand for the right to emigration not be stated
in such a way as to make Israel and only Israel,the goal of that
emigration, especially in the last few years which have seen a
growing number of Soviet Jews drop out in Vienna to settle in the
U.S., Canada and other countries., It was suggested that the demand
ought be phrased in such a way as on the one hand, to give prom-
inence and recognition to the fact that the overwhelming number

of Jews who leave the Soviet Union desire, and indeed do go to
Israel; and on the other hand, to express the demand in such a

way as to include the basic human right to leave a country notwith-
standing the eventual goal. 1In fact, the draft of the statement
had phrased the demand in a way which would allow the freest
interpretation, that is, '"...We call upon the Soviet Union:- to
permit the departure of our brethren who wish to leave.'" 1In the
final version, however, and indeed in the opening major address

by Mr. Almogi, the new head of the Jewish Agency, the possibility
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of emigration to a country other than Israel, was ignored, and
the demand read as follows: ™.,.We call upon the Soviet Union:-
to recognize and respect the right of Jews in the USSR to be
united with their brethren in the land of Israel, the Jewish
historic homeland, ...to remove all obstacles to those who wish
to leave and to desist from all harassment and intimidation."

At several meetings the creation of an international secretariat
on Soviet Jewry was discussed. However, no formal structure was
set up for it was decided that the existing secretariat and steer-
ing committee would meet several times during the next year to
ensure that the various organizations who had sponsored the
Brussels II Conference would be kept abreast of developments
throughout the world. '
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Special note: 1In addition to several complimentary statements
which I heard from several people regarding the work of the AJC,
especially in terms of the Christian delegation and its involve-
ment in Brussels II, there were several people who remarked to

me as well as to Eugene DuBow and Brant Coopersmith, the fact
that the AJC did not have a greater presence at such an important
world Jewish event, Somehow the explanation that the Board of
Governors was meeting in Israel; did not seem a satisfactory
response. _ ' ol '
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