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;Blacl-: Theology and the Hebrew Biele: 

P.n Es::my on the 110J.d Test8f:.ent 11 

in Black FeJ.igion 

by 

Ja..~e.::: H. Cont:: 
P.i:'ofessm' of Theology 

Union Theological Seminary: ri. y. - r .. . 
(' .:. 

Al the.ugh · -~he p!'lrase ;:BlclCk '.theology-" d{d not mcl>.e i :ts apl:.earence on the 
1 

!~as r.Qots i:n ·tn~ ecr l.i.€st develop~2nt of Black religion t·;hich recOgniZed tl·1at. 
., 

.Christianity an~ racisii vere ·oppoait.es. Black Theol ogy tcda.y is nothing · bG.t 

a. foe;;logicai. <:=~p_:ression ?f black people~ s belief that they were n.ct cr·e£:.ted. for 

s l r:.ve-r·y ·and op:yression but for li:Jeration.· The "the-;:.:e of' iiberation therefore 

is tn~ essence of Black T~eolog~·' s a.l'lalysis of· Black r~l~gion. 

:.! Most :i . .nterpreters o:f' black religion agree tlla:c ·white "Ch.rist:i.an" sla.·v·e~~ters 
<) • .... 

and preachers did not pre~ent Christfit~ity to ot~c~ _slnve3 e.s I?. i'eligion of 
• • • - •• :~ .. • lo ... : . :. - • 

libe:caticn. Tbe opposite was the case. Whit_e slavem?Sters end preacher_s fo:used 

on that pc:rtio::1 of Ne:-' Testar:lent \·ihich no.id tbe.t sleves shoulei. be obedient to 

t.i"leir casters. H~·!ever, i:'E.":l.y slaves rejected tbe \·ihite interpretation of th.e 

Chrfatia.n gospel end affirmed the Gcd of the Je;·1isn Bible which Christians cc.J.l 

-the '10ld Tc3tc:;nt. 11 It ~-ms becc.use t'.:ley interpreted the God or· the. C".nrist:i.c:l 

f a i·tri in th~ 1ig_'1t of t.he God revealed in the Hebre-:·1 .Bib:!.c (~"!d i:ot vice vc:::::::2.!) 
. : . . ., 

.. .., ,...,_-I .! - :, - - ·o-"',· • -:• ~- ·-A· '-"· .'": rt'_. •1 ~ _.: -~-,· t o ..:.. ·~-:..::;-.:....:~ - ....,.•_· - (...;·.:..!...- • -

pe:rG]ectivG on the Eebre-~1 Bible ~"lti. tnen relate th.at exe.nri!lntion to the b.Le.ck 

3laves t vie~.; .cif God. as ' r,:.flected in the spirituals of th~ 19th century .. 
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Biblical Revelation in tile Hebret'l Bible 

The Hebre-.Y Bible is a history book. To understand it e.:id tre divine 

revelation to which it witnesses, we mus'~ think of the Hebre->1 Bible as the 

drama of·God's . mi~ty acts in history. It tel.ls the story of God1 s acts of 

grace and of judgment as he c 0 11s the people of Isruel into a f'ree, liberated 

existence~ 

Historically, t!le story begcn with the Exodus. The Exodus we.s the decfaive 

event in Israel ' .s history, because through :i. t Yahweh revealed himself es tbe 

Savior of an oppressed people. The Israelites were slaves in Egypt; thus, 

their :future \·ras closed. But Yahweh "hea):d their gruaningi and re:;-uembered his 

· covenant with _l\braham, Isaac ana Jecob; he saw the plight · of Isr~el, he took 
'·. . 

. heed of it:1 (E:wduz 2 :2L}-25 NEB). Yah•'leh, therefqre~ tool{ Israel~ s history iut o 

his own hands, and gave this people a <livine future, thereby doing f'or Israel 

wh3.t she could not do for ~erself. 11\·ii~h arm outstretchea and with mighty 

acts of judgments 11 (Exodus 6:6 NEB) , he delivered Israel ·out of F.gyi)t _end 

· across the Red Seao - And "when Isre.el sa;·; the great power which the Lord had 

put fortn against Egypt, they put tileir faith in t!irn, w responding with a . 

~ong to the Lord: 

I \·Till sing to the Lord, for he has ri::;en up in triumph; 
the horse and his rider he ·has huxled ·into the sea. (Exodus 15:1 NEB) 

In the Excdus-event, God is revealed by means of his acts .on behalf of a week 

.and defenceless people . He is the God of pm·rer end of ctrength, eble to 

destroy the enslaving power of the mighty Pha:r-oah. 
. . 

The Lord is cy refuge and r!.Y defence, 
he .h~s sb::>~-m hir:'.self r;jy deliverer. ( E:.{odus 15: 2 NEB) ·. 

·Tl;ie cen-crality of t-he E..'{odus for Israel rs consciousness, seen first through 

the .people's recognition. of delh·erance, uas further developed at Sinai, es the 



Exodus becrune the b2..Sis for Israel's covenant with Yahweh.· 

You have · seen with your mm eyes .·;1hn.t I did to Egypt, 
and hm-1 I car:r ied you on eagles' wings v.nd brou~t you 
here to i;;.~. If _only you will nm·r 1isten to me end 
keep my covenQnt, then out cf alJ. peoples you shn.11 
become my spe~ial pos3ei:rni0P-; for the whole earth i3 
mine. You sho.J.l be my· kingdom of priests, my holy 
nation. (Exodus 19:4-5 ~""EB) 

This pass~e connects the E:rocus~ the revelation of Yahweh throug..~ his acts 

3 

("You have seen • c • • what I did11
), with the cove1'!.3.nt., which is the f'ound.ati.ou 

of Yclnnh 6 s revela:tio~ through bis Word (''If' onl.y you will listen to me and 

keep my covenant"). ~he Exodus is the point .of' departure of Isra.eles 

e:dstence, .the f'oundation of her peoplehocd established at SinaL This is . . . ; . 

. the mee:""ling of the preface to the· Ten Co!filllai1dments in Exodus 20:2: "I am the 

Lord your .·God who brought you out of Egypt, out · of ·-tbe lei!d. of slavery. 11 

. ·: . . .· . 

Therefo~e, nyou shall '.have no .otne:i; ·god to set again::;t me 11 (20:3 NEB). 
·. . i . . . . 

The covenant is an invitation to Israel 40 -enter into a responaible 

relationship ·with th~ God of the Exodus t·iherein· he will be her God and she 

his 11special possession'·'· This invitation places Israel. in e situe.ticn of 

decision, because the covenant requires obedience to the ,.,ill of Ya-~ueh. To 

accept the covenant nieans that Israel r.iust no~·1 live as Yel:rweh' s liberated 

people, becoming the ~oodiment of f'reedom made poss~ble th.r~ugh _ his freeing 

presence. The coven.ant not only places up9n Israel the responsibility of 

acceptiilg the absolute :sovereigzity of Ya.liweh as defined in the first co:mnandment; 

it also requires Israel to treat the weak in her midst as Yamreh has treated 

her. This is the significance of' the a!)odictic 'laws in the Covenant' Coae: 

You shall not •·:rrong a. stranger or oppress him; . 
for yo!.l 1·;ere ntra.ngers in the land of Ero.YPt. (EXodus 22 :2.?; see els~ 
23:9 RSV) 

. You sh~ll not ill~treat 
If you do, be s:.ire that 

!•:Y a.!g.zr \·1111 be ro;.ised 

o..11y Hido:·1 or fa.therlesn child. 
I will listen if they eppea~ to me; 
and I will kill you with the sword. 

(Exodus 22:23-~~ NEB) 
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In the ~odus-Sinai tradition Yclmeh is disclosed aa .the God. of hi:;tory, 

whose revelation is identical with his pmrer to liberate the oppressed~ 

There is no . knotrledge of Yahweh except throigh his political activity on 

behalf .of .tbe weak end helple3s of' tbe.·· 1a.na. This is the s ignifico.nce or 
. . 

Yah;ieht s· COZ!test ·with Pha.:roah, the pl2.gues ago.inat Egypt, nnd the 11r..n.rdening" 

of P~ru-oah r s he<:!.rt. T'ae biblical m~ite1.' >1'ishes to emphc:.>ize that fare.er s 

li n2ratioh c~e not hem hei- c;-;n strength but solely fro~ the po;·;er of Yc.h.i'ieh, 

··who completely controls his'wz7 o The Ge.me emp~asis fa found in fae stories 

01· divine guicb.nce in the wilderness ~d of the defeat of the Ama.leki"tes. 

Tbe Israelite3 were a \·1eak end defenceless people, a "fo.ct tha"t plcyed a 

crucial role in ·her .. election. f'O:l:' Yahweh in his very na.ture Stru!d3 against 

the s9.-called mighty . in their oppression of the poor. Only Yeh~'7eh is the 

universal so70reign ru.lerQ 

God9 s election of' oppres::>cel Israelites he.s unavoiCieble implico.tion3 fm: 

the Cloing of Black Theology. If God hes chosen as his !'holy .na:tion" the 

Egyptian slav~ters i~stecd of the Isrnelite slaves, tben a completely 

different kind of God would have been revealed. Thus Israel's election ca."!not 

be separated from her servitude and liberation. Here G9d discloses that he 

is the Gcd. of history \mose w·ill . is identical with the liberation of the 

oppressea from social and political bonctnge. The doing or Black Theology, 

therafore, on the basis of the revelation of Yci:r.·re~, mus·t L'1volve the 

poli:tics which takes i'ts s""Cruid with the poor ~d egainst the ricn. Ino.eed 

BlacK Theology ce:;3es to be e. t~2ulogy of' tne Exod.~s-Sinai tradi'~ion when it 

fails to see Ye.!meh as unquestio~ably in cc::itrol of history'· ·~indicc..tir..g tne 

· The H-~b!'e:'i' story C.oes not e:1d with th~ E:~oci.us C.."ld the gift o:r the cove~1e.nt . 

Ya.'1:1eh d::>es not w:i.~nd.ra.:1 fro!!l his people~ s history. On the contrD-ry, the. 



covenant l!!.eans that Ya.hweb 9 s li~rating presence continues to sustain the 

people thl·cugh the \";ila.erness to the Promised Le.."l.a. And when Israel 

!'ailed to keep her side of the coven.ant by ru...11!ling a1'ter the gods of 

Ce.naen, Yahweh did not reject his peo,?le. His will to save and to make 

them fr,ee was a. constitue:nt, o±' his being -;:rith the.1!1. God's grace could not 

·oe ·aestroyed by. Israel's disobedience. 

The conflict betw_een grace and d1.sobedience wc.s esca..1.c.ted when Isre.e:J. 

beccme a mon2:rcby,,fpr the rulers often :forgot the .E;rodu3~Sinai experie~ce 

c-.nd the :fu.~ction of ~he King in Isreel. It is l1ithin this social and 

political c011text; thai; we onght to u...'1aer.stand tre rise of p.!'ophecy. The . . .. 

prophets: -;:1ere messengers of Ye.hueh who gave God's Hord to 'the people, 

rer;linding them of Go'.d • s de.ii vera..'lce e.nd covenant which br rught the 
.· ...... 

cc~:;aunity into E::{ist~nce~ ·They a..L-so proclaimed Yo.h:reh 0 s future ccti vi ty 

of judg!":ent c.na renewal tha.t ua.s about to burst into the · present,. 

The prophets gave a large measu.re of tneil' addres~es to prcclaining the 

e~ptiness end tr2gecty o~ Isr~el's present_ existence • . The tragedy of 

Israel ·is due to her failure to remember the Exodus-Sinai tradition. As fl.mos 

. said, 

It was I l'iho brought you up .:t'!'om the land o.t· E~rpt, 
I 't'Tho led you in the "'ildeJ-:ness forty years P • •· 

to take possession of the land of the lll!lorites~ (2:10 NEB) 

Because Israel of'ten failed to live on the basic of God~s saving-even~ of the 

E:todus, she atso failed to understa!ld the significance of Yelmeh' s il!minent 

eGchatologic3.l judgI!leni;. fl.mos proclain;ed tne con..11ecticn bet\·Teen . the pc.st ~d 

fut!.li'e CG tney boi;b invaded Israel's present moment. 

For ycu a.Lcie hese I cared 
e.=ong c.11. · t~1e riatio~a of t;!-~ l·10rld; 
t~·::-Gf:>re I :'liJ,.l ,pr:.:::?io.:1 you 

for cll you:r :iniq_uities. (runos 3:2 NEB) 

; . 
,t\ ... . 

.. 



What wc.s Israel's sin? What did. the people do· to rouse the 

anger of their .Lord. The prqph~ts were almost unanimous in their 

I 
. 1 

6 

contention that Israel . dis.ooeyed the first .coII!!j'l..andment. T'ne people failed 

to recognize Yahweh's sovereisnty in history, and tnus began to trust 

their mm po-"1er e.nd tne power of political alliances with ot~1er nations 

(Is. 31: ~). But· thai; ·u2.s not. allt The disobedience of the first 

co:::cmz..11cbent e:lways ·has consequences ·in the-social. life of the COJilJi!unit.y. 

Is1·ael, 'therefore, began to oppress the week and the poor in their cwn 

c1;J1.I.:luni 'ty. T'.nat .was wny Apos saia that •:the Lord has sworn by his holiness 

tha't your time is ·coming," oecause you "grind the destitute e.nd pl'.lllder 

t.l"ie hu."!lble 11 
( 4 :2; 8: '4- NEB). Even though Yahweh "cared. for you in the 

c... . 
wilderness, in a land of busning heat, as if you were in a PQS't:ure , ," you 

' i 
11f'orgot L-hi..Tl..J~" becoming ~1.an oppressor trampling on justice, d.og¢edly 

I 

pursuing ubat is iWrtbless11 (Hosea 13: 5-6.; 5:11 NEB). Because Yah\'ieh will 

I!Ot pernit the triu.11ph of evil, Israelites must be punished for the.ir wrong 
! 

do in.gs. Trerefore, Yahweh 11will be like a panther to them" and 1\nll prv~il 

like a leopard by the r1aysiae." He 1\1ill meet them like e. she-bear robbed 

of her cubs end tear tneir ribs apart. 11 11Like a lioness" Yahweh 11i'lill 

devour tne.m on the ·spot11 a.rid "will rip them up like a. wild beast" (Hosea 

13:7-o HEB). 

·According to A!nos ana Ii:osea, I~rael ,., ill be punisned because tne people 

do not "practice loyalty and justice" (Hosea 12 :6 NEB), r:mt rather 11have 

turned into venom the process of the la't'T and justice itself into ,poiscnu. 

(.Amos 6:12 NEB) •. They 01 buy the poor for silv~r end tne destitute for e pair .. 
of .shoes[:J" The ~or4 h2.S ~·10!'n by the pride .of Jecob: I will never fo.!"get 

ai.1y of their doi!!gs. If 

Shall not the earth.shake for this? 
S...'-lall not all who live on it grieve? 

•· 
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All earth shall surge and seethe like the Nile 
and suosiae like the river. of Egypt. 

Did I not bring Israel up fro~ Egypt~ 
the Philistines from Captor, the Aramaeans from Kir? 

Behold, I, the Lorq God, 
have my eyes on this sinful kiri.gdom, 
end I \:Till wipe it off the face of the earth. 

(Amos 8~6-8; 9:7-8 NEB) 

7 

\-le may shudder a~~ the a!!ger of Yahweh as vo5.c~d in the prophecy of 

Amos end. say that "\ihe latter l.acks terxier· t'lercy found in E~sea., 
; 

Nevertheless Gcd's ;mercy can never invalidate his will for justice. There 

is no di ville grace : in the Hebrew Bible that is bestmred on oppressors e.t 
: . . 

t-rie ~ense ·or · the ; sni'fe:dng or· the poor. The theme· of Justice and Ya!meht s 

· special' concern for the poor and the m.doi'iS have a central place in 

Isriielit e prophecy~ Thus Jeremiah: 
. ! 

For c:--.!:l.ong my people tnere are wicked men, •• o 

The~r ·houses a.re · full or fraud, 
as a cag~ · is · full of birdso 

They grar.·1 rich · and. e;ra...11d, 
bloa~ed and· rancorous; 

their thoughts are ~11 cf evil, 
and ~hey refuse to do justice, 

the claims or the cTphan they do not put right 
nor do they grant justice to the poor. 

(5:26-28 .NEB) 

And. Micah: 

God has told you what 1s good; 
and 1-Tha.t is it that the Lord asks of you? 
Only to act justly, to love loyalty, · 
to \·Talk wisely before your God 

(6:8 NEB) 

The e:ipbasis upon justice .fer the poor is presen:t even·-in a prophet 

i;;t:e ·Isafah of Jerdsaiem, for ·whom the David's reign; rather the.n the 
i 

Exodus, is the sig~ifica.~t act of deliverance. According to Iseie..~, 

"Yahweh b!:n.md bi.m$e1 f' by a covenant oeth to David, p~omis.ing to preserve 
I 
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the Davidic 1L11e to spare the Davidic kj ngdom 'for the sake of my 
2 

servant David~ • o • (Is. 37: 35; see II Sara. 7) . " I3aiah thus 

represents what scholars designate as the David- Zion traditio~~ Yet 

Isaiah., in perfect solid.urity with ~he pr ophets of tae Mosiac tradition, 

proclairaed thet Yahi1eh is the God of jus·U~e who sides with the wea.~ against 

th~ . stron,g. , 

Put away the evi1· of your deeds, 
a;.:iay out o.f my sight • 

Cease to do evil end learn to do right, 
pursue j ustice and champion the oppressed; 
giv~ t he orphan his right:;, plead the t·ridorrs' ce.use. 

(l.:16-17 NEB) 

In Israel, only Ya.h"Jeh is King: 

For the Lord our judge, the Lo!'d our law-giver, 
the Lord our k~.g --· he himself will save us. 

(Is. 33:22 NEB) 

The function of the burr-an king in Israel is to be· YaJmeh 0 ::; se!'~ant, executir.g 

just~ce in his n3.~e. "The KiP..g is God 0 s son . . He is c~issionea to 

rule by Gou him.sell"', he governs with perfect justice and ;:1isdo.rn, he i s the 
3 

great benefactor and snepherd of his people • • • • 11 As Yahweh's son by 

eaoption ( Ps. 2: 7), the king is enthroned to "rescue the needy f'rO:!l their. 

rich op_pressors > the distressed vbo have no protector." 

May he have pity on the needy .e.!!a t~e poor, 
deliver the poor fro~ death; 
~ he redeem them f'rom oppression and violence 

and ~Y their blood be preciou3 in his eyes. 
(Ps. 72 :1.2-14 NEB) 

The poor a!'e Yah';·1en; s mm,· his special possession. These are the .. 
people tne divine bas c...".lled into being for freedom. Therc:fore es th<:! 

s.overeign King of Is:::-ael ·.-ihose E".xiste!lce is de!=cnC.e:nt upon Gcd' s E:c.·;iri~ 

power, Yal'r.1eh j:idges Israel in the light of their .treatment of the pcor. 

The ind~ctment is severe. 



. · 

The Lord c001es forward to c.rgue his case 
.and stands to jua.ge bis people • 
The Lord opens the indictment 
ageinst the ~lders or his people c.nd t.~ei.r officers: 
They have ra.va..6ed the \'ineyard, 

a"ld the spoils of the poo!' ere in your houses. 
Is it nothing to you that you c~ush my people 

and grind the faces of .the noor? 
.(Is. 3:l.3-15) NEB) 

9 

It is a fnct: In almost every scene ·of' the ¥.ebrew drama of salvation, 

the .poor nre defended ege.inst the rich, the :weak ageinst the strong • 

. Yahweh is the God of the oppreGsed whose revela·cicn is identical with 

tlleir liberation fro::n bondage. Even in the '·1isdom literature where the 

sages seeo to be unaware or Israel~s seving history, God's concern for the 

poor is nonetheless emph~si~ed. 

··. 
He who is generous to the poo~·lends to the Lord. 

(Proverbs 19:17 NEB) 

He '1ho oppresses tne poor insult3 hiG Maker; 
he who is generous to the needy honours hi!!i. (P2·ov. 14-:13 z.JE:B·) · 

Like t.!oses ancl the prophets, . the uise man is concerned for the orphen:. 

Do not move the ancient boundary- stone 
· or encroach on the land of orphans: 
they have a pouerful gua.i"dian 
w~.o will tc..~e their · cause a.g.:linst you. 

(Proverbs 23:10-ll NEB) 

If black theologi~al speech is based on the traditions of the Hebrew Bible, 

then it ·must heed their unanimous test:imony "to Yahweh's commitment to jus.tice 

for the poor o.nd the >tea.I{. Accordingly Black Theology cannot a.void the 

risk of taking sides in politics, e.na the side . that it must taKe is disciosed 

in the siae tha~ Ya.tr:.:Teh has o.l.reaay U!.ken. Any other side, whether. it be \':ith 

the op~res3ors or the siae of neutro...Lity (which is nothing but a cenouflaged .. 
id.entificc.tion •·Ti th· the rulers), is unbiblicaJ.. If .Blaclc Theology doe!; not 

:; ide \Ti ~!l the poor :1 t~er. it car>...not speail: t:or Yc.h>·reh wh.o is the God of' the 

.poor. 

As the Hebrew story con~inues, we see that the .people of .Israel did not 
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listen to the voice or prophecy. Thus thay went into exile the 

northern Kingdom in 722 B. C. and the Southern Kingdor;:i of Juaa.'1 in 597 

B.C. and 587 B. C. The experience of exile was a shattering event for 

Israel. nTbey believed that Yehwe!l had manifested his lordship in 

Pa.J..e::;tine; but could he be \·Torshipped in a stra."lge land where other 
4 

· gods seemed. to be in control?" 

By the rivers of Babyion· we ·sat dmm and wept 
when we reL'.!emoer2d Zion. 

There on the willoi·T-trees 
. we hung up our ha.rps, 
for there those who cc.rriect' us orf 

demanded music n.nd singing, 
e.nd our captors cal.led on us to be merry: 

0 Sing W3 one of the songs o~ Zion.• 
How could we sir..g the Lord 1 s song . 

L~ a foreign larrd? 
(Ps. 137 NEB) 

It wa.s in the midst of Israelis despair that p?ophecy 
j 

began to 

-··-· ·- --·-'·· ·······'--

strike a new not.e. Je1·~is..~ began to spea.lt of the new coverl!lnt :(31:31-34) 

and .Ezekiel of B new heart and a. nei·1 spirit (36:26)0 And then there wes 

the voice of the un ... ?mm·n prophet who began by proclaiming: 

Cc::nf'ort, q~mfort my people; 
· -- it is the voice of your God; 
spea.~ tenderly to Jerusalem . 

and tell her this, 
that she bas :fulfilled her terB of bondage, 

and that her pen:!lty is paid; 
she has received c.t the Lord's hand 

. double measure for · alJ.. her sins. 
(Is. 40:1-2 NEB). 

Again Yc..T.·1eh revealed himself as the deliverer of the we& and defenceless 

Israel. This uas' ~srael' s second Exodus, ana like the f'it'st it wes aue. 

· exclusi vcly to the pcr:-;cr o.f Ycm;eh overiihel.ming those ·.-;ho e.sce!'ted their 

pOiier eg3L'1St his people. 

On the people's return to their homeland. tnere wes the rebuilding · 01· 



ll 

tne T~ple and the rededication of the com:nunity t? the obedience of 

the Law o Eut black people believed Israel's story logi<..:ally does not e.AJd. 

with-what they called the Old Testament. They contended that Yahweh's 

presence with Israel rras a sign· or· his continued liberating p!'esence in .· .. -
~ the .. vorld ori .behalf of the oppressed of the le...11d. It is this tneme · o{'! i; b~c.f:..6 
that ~efir.es tne essence of blacK religion as expressed in the black 

. The Black Spirituals and the Hebrew Bible 

' The divine liberation of th~ oppressed :f'rom slavery is the central 

theological concep~ in the b~ack spiritue.ls. According to these songs, 

i'.l.lack slaves did not believe that hum.an servit.ude was reconcilable '·1ith 

their Africa.'1 past and tneir knowledge of the C'nristian gospeL . They 

aid not be~ieve that God created Africans to be the slaves cf Europee.n.s; 

and they lifted up their souls to God in- song, expressi."lg with conviction 

that God is involved in black history, and he ,.,ill make right what whi'tes 

have Ea<.ie wrong., Just as God delivered lt.t0ses end the Children of 

Israel· from Egyptian· bvnd.e.ge, drowning Pharaoh end .his e:rmy in the Red 

Sea, he also will ·deiiver black people fro~ A.cierican slavery. It is this 

certainty ~hat ~nforms the .thought of .the bl.eek spirituals, enabling 

black slaves. to sing: 

Oh r'"3.ry, don't you wee!}; Cl.on; 't you moe.n, 
Oh Hary, don't you ueep, a.on''t you moan, 
Ph~oa.h v 3 army go~ drc:·r!)ed, 
Oh !·!.:lr.Y', don't yo!l \7eep. .. 
The b~sic ide~ of the cpirituals is that slavery contredicts God; it 

is :l dcnia.l of his HiLl. To be enc.w.ved is to be placed in e stete cf 

un.freedcz:i, ena that form of existence contradicts God's creation of people 
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to be his chilaren, his servants o:t' c1"eationo Because black 

people believ~d. that they were God's c.'1-iildren, they affirned their 

· somebodiness, ma.King it impossible for tuem to reconcile their ·servitude 

with divine revelaticno Therefore, · d.espite the tecchings. of llhite 

missionuries uhich emphasized the obedience o:f' slaves t.o their r.'l.es ters, 

black slaves refused to acc8pt white distortions of the gospel. 'Ibey 

contended .that God willed their f-reedO!D and !lot their slavery. Th~t is t·iby 

the npi:ri~uals f'ocus on biblical pa.ss~es that stress G'od' s invoivereent 

in the liberation of o.ppressed people. Blaclt slaves sang about Joshua and the 

battle ·or Jericho, Moses leading the Israelites from bondage~ Daniel in 

the lion's den, and the. Hebrew Children in the fiery furnace. Here the 

emphasis is on God 9 s liberation of the weak f'rom the oppression of the 
I 

strong, the lowly and downtrodden from the proud and rc..i.ghty. And blacks 
I 
I 

r ·ea:sonea that if God ·c·oulO. lock the lion's jaw :.t'or Da...'1iel and could cool 
l 

the fire for the Heb~e~ Children, then he certcinly ce..i1 deliver: black 

peo?le i'rum ~lavery~ 

~W Lord delivered Daniel 
N.:r Lord delivered Daniel, 
My Lord de.Live.red. Ianiel, 
Why c3.n9 t He deliver me? 

; 

Contrary to popular opinion, the .spirituals are not eviaence that 

black peopie rec~nciJ.ed themseives with human slavery. On the contrary, 

they are black. freedom songs which ewphasize black liberation as consistent 
5 

with divine revelation. For this reason, it is most appropriate for 

black people to s ir'..g tnera ill this "new" age of Black Pm1er. And if· scr::.e 

people otill regard tbe spiri~uals ~3 inconsistent with Bl.eek P°'jer- end 

Bleck 'i'h'.:?ology, that i:3 becau~e they have been rnisguiC.ed end the sc~s 

aisin"terp!'e"ted. T~ere ia li ~tle evidence thi:>t bl.e.ck slave:» c.ccepted 

tneir servitude because they believed God willed their slavery. The 

; . ··.·:. 
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oppo~ite is the case. The spirituals spenk of Goa's liberatioa of 

black people, his v1iil to set right the oppression of black sia.ves 

despite the over.1helmjng power of ;1hite oasterso For black~ believea 

. tb~t there -is an omnipotent, omnipresent, end omniscient pm7e:L' at 
. . . 

work in the world, and he is on t h:2 $ide of the opprensed and dmmtrod.deno 

As evidence they pointed to the blind man who received his ~ight, the 

lame who wcilke"d; end L$2a.rus who was received ii'.lto .God 9 s kingdom. whil.e· 

the rich man wes :rejected. And if 11de God dat lived i"n Moses' time is 

ju~i de same today," tnen that God will vindicate the suffering of the 

righteous blacks e.!ld punish the Uii..righteous ,.,hites for their wrc2gdoingso 

'Perhaps, there are critics \'iho still will insist that too m~~h 

·· . emphasi3 on ~-1hat God is doing or will do tends to · iead to . in.activity,. 

\here.by· making religion c.n ,opiej;e of the people.. .Quoting· Karl t.~2..rx, they 

say: 

Religion is the sign o:r the oppressed creature, the heart 
of the heartless uorld . o • the snirit of ,.a spiritless 
situation. It is the opi~;;n of the- people.0 

Now I do not deny that scme black slaves literally waited on God., expecting 

him to effect their liberation in response to their feith~~l passivity; 

but there is another side of the black experience to be weighed., When· it 

is considered :that :Nat T~ner.," Denmark Vesey, end Harriet Tubman t"~Y have 

been creators of some of t..Tie spirituals, th~t "Sinner, please don't let 
. . 

. 7 
tnis. h~vest pass" probabiy ref'erred to a sl.Ewe resistance meeting, that 

8 
after 1831 over· 2,000 slaves escaped yearly, and that bl.eek churchea 

interpreted civil disobedience as consictent with reiig~on, then it. is 
. ·· ~~:ji· : . 

. I?lOSt li!i.ely that mariy. sle~~~ r~ccgnize.d the need for their 0:-Tn pm-ticipe_.,-
. · ··::,, . . · ~ . . 

. tio!l in God's liberatio;;; -· Indeed. IDa.T\Y believ.ed that the only: h~ds ·God 

.. 



had v.-n.s tneil· hands~ and uithout the risk of eGcape or .insurrection, 

ale.very_woul<l never end. This may be the meaning of the song, "Singil;l' wid 

a m;ord in raa ho.n'. 0 The sword may be the symbol of the need of blo.ck 31.e.ves 

to strike a blc~ for f'reedor.i even though the odds uere egain.st the::no Certainly 

the strict enforcement of the slave codes e.nd the merciless beating of many 
9 

slave3 who ~ang spirituals tend to point in that direction. l·lhat is certain is 

CbJ.·istianity did not dull the arive for liberation a.n:ong c.ll bl.eek Glaves, end 

th~re is ruuch evidence t~t slc.ves ~ppropriated the aospel to their vcrious 

.styles of resiotanceo 

The black spirituals, then, have· their origin i..~ the conviction that God, ar:i 

uot uhite people, is the author of hP~an existence. This faith enabled black 

Glaves to ra~ 1se a re3ponse appropriate to their existentici situation. 

Seeking to detract .frcni th.e theological significnnce of the sp·i7'ituals, 

sorae critics m::J,y poini; out th.it -_ black ola.ve~ W'"'re ii·tB_7'.,.i 1· s+.s 2;.., ~ - ~ - ....... - ~ their: ir.terpretction 
i 

of the scripture~ . an~ this probably accounts f?r their acceptance er· the white 

masters' intGrpretation of the Bibieo It is of course true that slaves 

v:ere una-.v-are of erudite vhite reflections on the origins of bibliccl writings • . 

Like most of their contem_poru.ries, they e.ccepted the . inerrancy of scripture. But 

the critical point is that their very literalism_ supported a black gospel 01· 

eax:-thly freedo:n. The.y wexe literal when they sang about Daniel in the lion's den, 

David and Goliath,- and Se.mscn and tne Philistines. On the other hand they 

dispen;ied with biblical. literalism when white people. begen to use the curse o~ 

Ram and Paul es evidence tho.t bi.acks ought to accept their sle.veryo As one ex-

slave preacher put it: 

mien I starts preaching I coul<in2t read or write end had to 
preach what 1'-~ster ~old me, c.nd he se.y teil them niggers if fen 
they goe3 to E~a.ven; but I k~Oi·n~d there's soB~thing better fm.~ 
them, but daren't tell then 'cept on the sly. That I do~e lots . 2J. 
I tells 9 c:i if'fen they keeps pr~d~g; -che Lord uill set 'em frceo 

Black sle.ves ,.,ere not naive e.s. is often supposea.-· They kneu tha:t slavery 

.. "": ... : .... · 
. -
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contradicted humanity a.'1.d divinity, and that was why they cited biblical 

references that focused on the liberation · or the oppressed. They believed 

that God would deliver them; and as he locked the lion's jaw for D;miel, he 

i"lill paraly.ze the poi.'ler of white masterso 

Who lock, who lock de lion, 
'\-iho lock, de lion's jaw? 
God, ·J:ock, God lock de lionrs jawo 

The point is c_learo God is the liberate!'·, the deliverer of t _he weak from ·the 

injustice of the stroqg. 

Tb s 1Pimarize: The theme of liberation as reflected in "010. Testament" 

religion is the .central message of Black religion. Although .most Blacks. "joined" . . 
i 

C:.'lristian .:chU!'ches rather than Jewish .synagogues because of their social 
. . : . 

co.nte~d~ ' .. and. the importance of Jesus in the Black religious co!lsciousness; yet it 
·· .· 

·. : 

.. is ·unquestionably clecµ- that the Jesus of the New Testament \·rns interpreted in 

the light of the !febrew them~ of God's liberation of the oppressedo In 3le.c~ · 

religion as expressed in Black Theology, Jesns Christ is not t~e passive savior 

Rather he is the Son of the God of the Exodus end the . . 

One uhcm the prophets said will liberate the little ones from slavery end 

oppression. He is the revolutionary. Blacl~ Messiah that ~nters into .the 

brokenness .of our history and liberates the past for the present· so that we can 

create our own future. Therefore whatever' may be said about the distinctions 

between the Jffi-Tish a'ld Black religious- Faiths (and increasingly there are many), 

both have their origin in the Exodus and prophets which · stress God's will to set 

the captives free. U!l.fortunately the :L11portence of this theme .for both has not 

led ~o any significant dialogues between Black and Jewi~h theolpgie,."ls. Hopefully 

this conference is the. first step in that directiono 
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Notes 

1. The phase 11Black Theology" was created about 1968 in the context of 
National CoI!!mittee of Negro Churchmen (nm-1 ce.lled the National Conference of 

Black Churchmen) in respcns~ t o the social ~d political developments of 

11 Black Power." The earliest tneological Emalysis of the term appeared in my 

Black 'rheology e.ntJ. Black Power (Seabury i969) ~"ld ~ Ble.ck Theology of Liberation 

(Lippincott 1970). Since then the term is "<'lidely used as a theological 

expression of the theme of liuerat1on i~ the Black reiigious experience. See 

l·~ajor Jones, Blac.t\. A\·:areness: ~ Theology of Hone (.Abingdon 1971); Deotis 

Roberts_, Liberation and Reconcilio.tion· \ .. estminster 1971); Geyruud Hilmore, 

Black Religion .and Black F.ad.icalism (Doubleday 1972}; and. Wiiliam Jones, Is 

Gou [! lfni"te Racist (Doubleday 1973). 
.i 

! 

i 
I 

! 

2. Be:rna.rd Anderson; Understanding The Old Tes t.e.ment ( E!lgle;·mod Cliffs, N. J. : · 
! 

Prentice-Hal.l, 1957) 9 pp. 289-290. ! 

3o G:?rhard von Rad, Old Testament Theology, Vol. I, trans. by D. M. G. Stalker 

(New .York; Hm.·9er, 1962), p. q.l. 

~o B. Ande:rson, op. ill· , P• 377 • 

5. For ru!~ysi3 of the complexity of liberationes meaning in Black reiigicn, see 

oy The S:i;>iritm:\ls ~ the Blues (Sea.bury 1972). Here I try to sho:·1 the.t too 

c.ucn e::lph1sis on the ''otherworldly" the:le in Black religion distGirts its b~nic 

n~~"1;,..,g. The 11 otb.en10rld" mU3t be bale.need 'i"Tith 11tnis-trc:rld11 thereby creating 

the diaJ.ectical tension that _m~~es political struggle ponsible even· though the 

.. 
s 
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whole of th? BlacK religious consciousness cannot be reduced to historical 

libe:-:-ation ~ 

6. K2 .. rl· 1·~x and Friedrich K>igels, On Religio!l (New York: Schocken Books, 

1967) ~ :p.·· 42. 

7. See &;iies Fisher, Negro Slsve Songa in the United States (New York: 

· Citad.Gl Press, 1953), pp. 27..,28~ ·66-67_, 181~1850 This is an importnnt book 

that. con."'lects the. spi.ri1;uals Hith the historical struggle of freedor.:i. .Another 

impm.·ta.11t work i::: Jchn Lovell, Black Song: 

8. Fisher, N:~gro .Slave Songs, p . l08. -It is important to note tha.t Fisher is 

q_uoting the conservative estiEate of a soutnern histori8.!l. 

· 9. · See Fi.suer, r;egro Sl.ave Songs, Chapter 4. He notes that the spirituals 

~;ere used to ·convene secret meetings among slaves, and the colony of Virginia 

propibited them as eariy es 1676 (p. 29, 66 ff.). Most colonies joined 

Virginia _in outlawipg the secret meetings, but "neither outla'>·Try nor · soldiery 

prevented J:thSJ.J.-£rom having hemispheric sig~i'icance. 11 (p. 67)o · 

10. B. A. Botkin (ed.), La.'{ Mv B!..!rden Do-.... ":n (Chicago: University of Chice.go 

Press, 1945), p~ 260 
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. .· :. . . . . . r r·s ,f. /);1 ; ii -~»~s'r ~ 
BLACKS IN JEWISH RELIGIOUS TiiOUGHT AND EXPERIENCE 

Classic Jewish thought invariably begins witp S<;:ripture; then 

threads its way through Rabbinic· commentary. : With regard . t_o 

' ( 11 

Blacks in Jewish reiigiotis -- thought . and ~xperience, two pass.ages 
'l . . -:::-

in Scripture--Mos eS' marriage to a Gushi te uoman and/Noah's 

_cursing Ham and Canaan his son--are the principal sources of· 

information pertinent to the theme of the day~ · The first passage 

is, to use current terminology, free of racism, and the second 

is charged with . racism . We shall begin by dea~ing · with the first • . 

. · 
Moses-- so chapter 12 of the Book of. Numbers tells us--married . 

. a Cushite or an Ethiopian woman, and thus made himself guilty· of 

miscegenation~ H+s sister Miriam and his brother Aaron· were 

er itical-~Mir.iarn especially. God was even more c:fi ti c~l of the 

··' ,, 

two. critics. And being God, mad.e His displeasure sharply and. 

dramatically clear •. Miriam who had _ been lily white bec~me leprc~s 

. white~ .and might .. have remained so for the· res~ .. of her · life; had not 

.Moses interceded in her behalf with a per_emptory prayer: . 11~eal her 

now, 0 Lord, I bese~ch Thee" ( · .. -1'lum. 12_:i3) .. 
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·The_reupon she was healed, and the people of Israel journeyed 

from Ha zeroth~ a word ,{hi ch might · mean. 0 cqzy enclosures," to 

pitch their tents in the wilderness of Paran; a word which can 

be taken to ·mean "growth, fruitfulness "--moved, _so to speak, 

from racial narrowness to a .broadly human pattern of livingo . 

Such ._is the . supert:iciai. sense of Miriam ' s and · Aaron's attack 

upon Mos.es for having married a Cushite woman. But the Jew.isb_, 

more precisely , the Rabbinic · ~ode ?f reading texts, endeavors to · . · . . 
- · ~ 

-~, . 
the °f Tl ~I c/..;i .· 

probe °beneath the outer surface . Such a probe as it examines 
. . ..> 

several facets crf- *ire ±u;:;::id~,._ demonstrates that :Miriam ai.-id Aaron 
) 

were not at all conce~ned by the fact that the wife of Moses was 

a Cushite woman.. As a matter of fact · they championed .her,,. and 

criticized Moses for reason~ which had nothi~g to do with her being 

• • ~' # 

' I. J . ,·,. •/) does not tell '.ls ·.·1h3. t Bir iam and . · c.:j ·- tL-!,·...,., 1, 
;..:;, ..... ~-~ { . . ...) 
'-.J . 

Aaron acitually said as they criticized Moses tot daring to marry : 

.. • 

I I\/ ... 
a Cushite. · rnstc;2( ' . ./~a.re told o!~ · their cornplc.i::"lt: We--said f_i,,.,,Jn1. . 

A ?ir·~\·\. 
· . J t·~--.s.re PToohets a.s well au::ilified a=~ is · .:.'.os.8s . i·~':.C God who ·b--"'-."°1. A~ - -
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of all interlocutors should have been relevant responds: No, 

as ~- f'rophet Moses is greatly superior to you: nw1 th him I 

speak mo'.lth to mouth, manifestly, not in dark speeches.'' 'Why 

in the particul~r circumstances where plain speech is required 

does not God say something like--and forgive me for presuming 

to put words in God 's mouth--"You, Miriam and Aaron, are out-

rageously racist;" or, if He preferred Biblical language, God 

might have said: "Have you not all one Father, hath not one 

God created you?--you as well as the Gushi te woma.11 whom Hoses 

had taken as his wife. 11 
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Then, too, why were the Jewish people in the wilderne·ss · 

silent about this . early occurrence of miscegenation? . When they . 
. :: . 

·chose to, they were not only vocal .out strideri.to And here ·a ·t 

this juncture after their leader had taken .unto · himself~ 

Cushite wife, not a· word froa them. 

More: .:There are traditions both in Josephus (}IDt1qu1t1es 

· . S -t:·t·\;· ;·- !.: .c. v - ;..-·; :;·c·,;-- "'~··1/,;,, ... s:~: l7.'.i/i9 Ft ~; j ..., -· - - , _. -/·- --=--;.- ~ ~/ J • • . -_.; _,,,__ . 

II, x, 2 9 :Loeb,. p. 275) and in Rabbinic literature (Ginzberg, . · · 
0 

,~ ~ 

Legends of the Jews Z~ 287) concerning a liaison or marriags 

·.between an Ethj,opian· princess and Mos es o That happened earlier 

in the life of Noses, when the Egyptian king sent him as he.ad · of" 

an expeditionary force to fight the Ethiopians.. . Dliring· the· ·siege 

. .. 
of their capital city, an Ethiopian princess captivat~d by the 

sight of Noses fell in love with hiLll and · the · tuo were marriedo 

But that marriar,e had taken place long, long b?.fore ·Meses 

. . 
n:arried Zipporah, daughter of a priest or prince of .Midian; long 

bef9re he had beco:ie leader of his peopleo Why then should Miriam · 

and ~eron have chos~n to pick a quarr~l with Moses now in +- • ... ne 

wilderness , ins te«d of yenr.s ago when Mqses had fi.rs t taken unto 

himself the Ctishite woman? 

I. 
' 
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.i'ioreover, if the target of attack was not the first Cus.hi te 

: in the life oflfoses, but the present one, Zippora.h, then .Miriam 

a.YJ.d Aaron were again late in being critical. For . by the time 

of this incident~ Moses and Zipporah his Cushite wife .already 

had two gr~w.1 up sons. Here let me add that Zipporah.tning a . 
~v--~: 

native of Hidian lived in an ·area where .swarthy Cushi tes s~, 

and she herself may wei1 have been on the swarthy .side like a true 

daughter of Cush( s-e.e. f/,, b ·. ;? V· 
In si ther event' whether . Miriam cri tit:i zed tfos es I . first \vif e 

·or his second wife .the tir'.'ting of the criticfsrr: is ba.ffling. So, 

too, are · certain details in the story: Why is it necessary to 

s.ay 11 I'Hri ?.:J and Aaron spoke against Moses beca:.J~: e of the ·cushi te 

wo~an '1ihom he had married?" a.'rld tb..e?1 .add the ·superfluous words 

"fo:- he had '!11arried a Cushite woman? 11 '.-:hat relevan~e ·to the · 

. '"' ~ 
inciden t ~ tr:e description of r·io~es 1 . bei;"J.;; "-vs.ry meek, above 

· all th.e ::;en that were upon the face of the · e2.rt.h :: ? On · the ·con-

but as~ertiveness. 
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~::-.ICC[,. f n O'Jr report ··:>f the .probe; 
d 

tha unerly
.. I\ 

J . 
1 n reason .for 'Miriam's. 8.nd Aar·Jn 1 s aq~er. Their anger stemmed. from 

/\ 

like Moses-> .. 
. \AA1 .. 9. '11~!'·eness of how difficult it was to be a prophet.., particularly how . 

difficult it was for · such a prophet to continue normal m~rital life. 

n:ere is the interpretive process whereby the :true reason· for Miriam's 

and .Aaron's anger is brought forth: The . story of Hoses and the Clishite 

c/.e~ 
woman, it is noted, seems to have no connection with what preces or 

I\ . 

follows in the text of Numbers, except for on~ iricident involving an 

-unexpected burst of prophecy--prophecy which came u~on two young men, 

J 
EldB.d and ::M.edad , who went at it and ld not C$e.Seo Joshua ran to re-

A 

. ·fort to ?Jl OS GS that r~vals had appeared on the scene. And i!Ioses 1. response: · .. 

"~.·lould God th~t 2.ll the Lord rs people were .Frophcts 1'1 ~'!x:£X (Uumo 11;29). 

With €reat. par3picac1ty, the Rabbinic pro~~ d~res to fill·, t~ flesh 

iti, so to speak, the gaps in the ~arrative: When Zipporah, th~ ~1fe · of 

::i:-):.:se~--so t:c s.di tion ·:)n 'bss ie of the probe sur·f!;isas--heard. of t\·10 nG·.-1 

:Pr-:>phets, she t:iUttsre·~ t 'J herself, ''I pity .their wives wh-:> will now b9 

except ~iriam ~nd Aaro~ who s~ood nearby, heard ~er. Vhat, ~aid they, 



-6-

in criticism o_f Moses and on behalf of Zippc;irah'1- that Cushite 

__ . __ . __ .. -- :::::.-=--L_ }--.J:-bu .£,.J .e .vr 1 G'""V, lfJ . S a Y - . - , 
I . Zlr-p,;1 

wo11:1an-_-for, . ~ :t:b.Q~· -he married ~a shi te worn~, which; ; ;( 

· j:) a t' I a ~ ct.e) - · .....;.- · 
a:§-?&.:;t;tl2J -to*~aM~ mean~ a woman extraordinary in beauty 

and character--such a woman should not be neglected, no matter 

how irnp~rtant her husband may be . What right do.e_s Hoses have 

to act thus? We, · ~oo, are Prophets, and we do not neglect our 

spouses. Now Moses, being a meek man , did not speak up in his · 

· m·m -behalf. But God said: With Hoses do I speak mouth to mouth .. 

A..l'ld since I do, Moses rightly has given up his .spouse; but you, 

prophets of a mor? lowly order , have not been · called upon to give 

up· your spouses. 

In this incirlent the term Cushite, as already st~ted, ~s 
fr-<. . "" ~... ~ 

applied to Zipporah the wife of nos es o ~ ot only was· Zipporah · 

kind and gentle , bearing quietly the neglect by her hus band. She 

was also beautiful. By means of a play on wcrds Cus~i· te is equa.tE:d 

~ . .;i th Iscah 11one who is 

r-
na!:ie for Sarah~ wif c: of 

stgnifica.nt occurr"'.'!1Ce .iYl .Scri~tur~ ?.s 
. . . 

in ~~ rpr ~ted in Rabtinic 

.· 
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tradition, is thus an epithet of praise. Let me list the otherso 

. . 

David sa.ng a Psalm (Ps. 7) concerning· Cush the . Benjami te.o A..ii.d 

Cush the BenJami te is ·identified as Saul head · a..71.d -shoulders 

taller than any of .his fellow-countrymen (l .Sam. · 9:2). When the . 

prophet Amos asks, Are ye ~ot as the children of the Cushites 

unto Me, 0 children of Israel? (Amos 9:7), : the Aramaic Targum 

translates t"fie · question: "Are. you not gre_atly beloved unto Me?" 

So, t6o, when Jer~miah w~s ca~t into the pit where he woqld have 

died, it '..Jas a servant of the king described · as a Cushite, whi~h 7 

in the con text m~ans a man of gr· eat valor, who dared the king · ·s 

,. anger and extricated ·Jeremiah (Jer. 38:11). · As a reward, this 

particular Cushite is said t~ be one of nine who .merited entering 

" the Ga~den of Eden alive (See Deret Ere~ ?uta~ Soncino tr. 570i 

Kalah ::.> bb ~ . b-60 b,? . d r. ' .. b T d ~-a a-~1 • - ~; an c.11nz erg, ~2;::en s, ~ 96). 
..:. ' . 

In sw11, in fo1ir passages 

t he. term Cus hi te is · assoc'.!.at t:.~ • ., .; t '1 · ·o ,, .., ' , t v 
~ .... '-'·· <; . ... "' -:- • ' 

ci.:.arac t s-r, pu.ri +-.,y o f' !·1eart, b-?.lov ednes.s Rnc ~i d.lo~. 
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I don't know who is responsible for the expression "Black 

·. . . 

is beautifulo 11 But believe it or not the ·original may stem 
J I . 

,.-- . . ""' 
. ·. from the Talmud·. King Soiomon is said' to have had two scribes-.;. 

Cushites who were very beautiful (1 Kings 4-:3J and B.Suk 53a)-,;.; 

so· beautiful were they that when Solomon saw hovering over them 

tl:le angel_ of death with a sad expr~ss~on on h.is ~ace, Soiomon . 

'thought that the beauty of these two tushite~ affected even the · 

angel of death who felt sorry tha~ he had to take their lives • . 

. "(" 

-As it turned out- -and the story has .!i..11. Appointment in · Samar,Aa, 
I \ . 

touch--the angel of deb.th. was sad not because he was affected by. 

their beauty but bec.::iuse he unexpectedly saw them in a place .· 

where he had no authority to proceed against the~. Leaving th~ 

story, what is important is that in Jewish t~xts, the term 

Cushite--is all but a synonym :or beauty when used of persons. 

It retains the li te.tRl sense . i.{hen .c.ppliE;d Thus ·bl.s.c£ 

~kiri is ~eicribed as Cus0ite; a black citrori ~s described as 
~.:__~~~~----:~~~~~~-'-c-~~~:--~-

. ' 

Cushite. 3 ut a hu~an being wna is .call€d c CGs hite i s extr~-
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out if, as -you say, Cush the ma~ af black skin is identified 

in Jewish lore with beauty, with belovedness,. why is Cush's 

father Ha.m, the second son of Noa_h, identified with ugliness? 

You will recall Ham as a principal actor in a puzziing incideht. 

in Genesis which> as seen in Jewish tradition,I ·shali _ briefly 

surr:.Da.l' iz€; . 1.1.Noah , till.::r of the soil , was the: first to plant a 

. vineya.rd. He dra::.k o~ the wine, and · he uncovered himself within 

the tentr1--within his i.·rife's tent, co:nmentato-r:s· suggestS' Earn 11 the 

fa th er of C~1.aan , saw his father's nakedness, and told · his 

brothers ciu ts i d e 1! ( " uen . 9 : 20-22). · What did he t Hll t hem? "Did 

they, grm .. :n-up lllf?!1 th;it the~ were, not know that . tl'!eir . father 

11 

bv anakednes s 11 j.s !'.:eM.n t 

parts, did they n:>t !~10;.1 that he had them? 

On.F-: like X.QS t of • 1 c 
1_ .... . ~ fail::-d to learn from 

.t!1e past. · Thoug~1 he harl been told tr18. t the f,;rbjdden frLlit .F.dam 

·------ --·------ · 

. [~is CrUtl1~~.: ·;! C8r:d :. tJ.·::-)n ~ P~ ·Jah betO{)lr r~i:J~~ .:.:l :t' to th~; t .f'::L :.)f h:.:: 

; ._, )·~ L·~ Vi.\ '' f fy ... 
~J "' . , .. , 
I ( . 

•• .! f'r. , .. .... , , .... ..... , ',-.. -~ ... (_- .·. ,.· . .. -. ~ .• ..:. "1•· ~.-. . ·.··. ·:· •. · ·c·,· .·•,:·.~ .• ~ ..... t', ,···,·_., .•. ~_,_~··.·. '1·.'~' •. · .. ·.:·.', -._.,..._.· .··, ·.~, :-··.· ; __ •. ':".·.-:J..:._i..,_.· (·:·.'"'· •• ·-·, • • • ·,. , .:.. ~ .:: ' :; ! 4 ... :· l ;:, . t. .• ~ .~ ' ...... ~ .. : . c .... 1 ~ .. (' 1: ~ . .. ..... ~ ~ •.. .. : _ 

I" 
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nn-.e first ~an had .but two sons' and one .sle>w the other; our .· 

father Noah . has three sons, yet he desires to be.get a fourth." 

Hor "rns Ha.a::. content with utterj_ng such disrcspec·tful words. He 

added to his sin of irreverence the still greater outrage of 

atte~pting to perrorm an operation- -a pioneer vasecto~y--upon 

his fat~er, designed to prevent his capacity to beget more 

children (Gen. Rabbch . 36:5; and Ginzberg, Legends, l, 168). 

"When Noah awoke from his wine and ' became sober- -here 

lE·gend takes over --hE' pronotu1ced a curse upon Harr: in the person 

of hi~· youngest sor.. Canaan. To Ham himself he could do no harm, 

for God had ccnferred a blessing upon i-ioah a.n.d his ·.three sons as · 

they departed frorr; the ark. TherE:fore he put the c\!rse upon the 

last born son the son who had prevented him fro~ bei~tting a 

youn u=:r ::.err than th-:7 thref: be h~d . The des ce.::!:: .s.n t$ of Li.::r. thro~.igh 

. Can:io.n thE:refore hav~ rP.d eyes, becausf: fiarr~ look::.:;'; · upon tl'ie .:w.te<i:.. 



' -' 

. { 

twisted his .head round to see the nakedness of his father; a.11d 

they go about naked, because Ham did not cover the nakedness 

of his fathero Thus he was requited, for it is the way of God 

to mete out punishment measure for measure" ·(Ginzberg 7 Lee-ends, . . 

. \-Jhat are we to make of the statement just cited? Is it 

what we ·now call "racism?" it is and ·1 t isn't. · In fact, the 

· ·statement reflects not a racial but a politic~~ . confrontation, 

f o'totype, Jf you Will, of the present confrontat~onlietween 
~IS and 4.i'aes1. ~ou. see, according to classic Jewish thought, 

God as .signed to. each o·f the nations its particula.r :country as 

L"1 .. l1eri tance ,· even : fixing the borders there.of '(Deut. 32: 8). 

· · The 1211d of. Canaan as it is called i,n th~ 'Bi.ble; or 

Pales tin€, meaning the land · of the Philis tines as wj_ th character- . . 

is tic arrogar1ce the Romai.1s designated it; or the · Land · bf Isr ael 

as .we Jews call it--had been allotted tq the children of Shem. 

Shem, olG.es t son of 1-ioah and for·ebear of Serli t~s ~ is :i:denti fif:d 

with Melchizedek who was king of Salee, king of ~eru~alem 



. ( 

.. ... · . ... I . ,. • 

-12-

(Geno 14:18o/.an.d Rashi on Gan. 12:7)o Now Cariaan violated . the 
. . . . } 

divine order • . Though a son of Ham, ·arid. though his 'father arid 

his brothers Cush -and Mizraim pleaded :with him not to cross the 

national boundaries God had ordained, Canaan deliberately i.ri.- · 

~ vaded a land which yas not his (Jubilees 10:28~34)0 Arid so the 

animus in Jewish texts is directed pri:i:i.ari;J..y not . at Ham, the man 

of black skin and forebear of Cushites, men of black skin, but 

at Canaan, 'interloper ·and usurper. ·Indeed, so . these Jewish texts 

. . . 

'- assert, Cana~' :5 father Ham and brothers Cush ai.-id Mizraim. imposed · 

their own curse on Canaan for daring to invade the land which . 

. properly belongs to Shemo 

In passing it should be poi~ted out ~ that ~abbinic texts do 

not speak of Ha.n:!i tes ·as a cl~ss to be . depr·eca ted. Only Ham is 

· spoken of in deprecatory t~rms because .. he was · the unfortunate 

father of the brazen. Car1aani tes who ~ilfully :flouted · God ' .s will 

. . . 

in ··crossing into a domain that was not theirs •. · 

By way of summary: In Rabbinic texts wh.ich -encompass roughly 

the first .::nillennium of the Common Era the ter:r: . Cushi te is 
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associated with "beauty, · character, puri.ty of heart, . beloved-

ness, and valoro" The deprecation of Canaan, so~· of Ham, and 

brother of Cush must be construed as resulting not from racial · 

disdair:n ·but from rivalry over possession of ],.ando . 

Outside of Rabbinic texts, so my friend Professor "Salo Baron 

wrote me recently, Jewish literature either ancient or Medieval, 

has little to say about .Cushites or Blacks (1May1974). _, . 

. In Rabbinic 11 ter.~ ture which ha.s .had a profound effec~ upon 

tha J.ew' s daily 11 turgy, · one senses delight in hill!lan variety, 

whether the .variety be in a rnan's size or in his skin .• · Thus at · 

the si~ht of. a black man, a man with white spots on his face, a 

ma.it whose face .is unusually red, a ma..11 . ~rho is very short .. or .very. ·-' 
J , 

tall, a special blessing is prescribed: "Blesse9. a.rt . Thou, 0 , 
' . l· . 

Lord., who vari€st the aspect of Thy creation:' ( Tos Berakot · 6: ·3~ · 

Lie.berman 'l'KE l, 3L1-. Cf. Bar 58b) o The blessing, it se~mi to me, 
~ 

~L. 
i.ndicates that ~the heart of Jewish tradition, race, .. like other. · 

·phenomena, evokes not disdain but wonder at the infinite variety 

in God's cr~ation. 
.'. 

: 
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: Dayan on Blacks 
.. . It is most deplorable that former 
· Defense Minister Moshe Dayan of 
. Israel ("Dayan Calls Quality of U.S. 

· : Forces Low," Times, Nov. 15) . 
• ·should characterize black military · 

personnel of the United States as of 
. °'low intelligence" and that he 
· should urge "fresh blood and better 
, brains" than he adjudges to be pre-
senUy enlist~. . 

· It .is e_ven more deplorable that 
.. · ' The Times should print such a racial 

slur and exacerbate already difficult 
. inter-group relations. 
· Surely, it is not necessary ror The 
. Times to quote everything public· 

.. . personalities say, especially when 
they add fuel to the fires of polarity . 
and division in our communities. 

DR. GEORGE W. COLE 
. Social and Ecumenical Concerns 
.United Presbyterian Synod of 
· Soutl\em California . 
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Bayard Rustin, in an illuminating foreword to Gary Marx's in

teresting book, "Protest ·and Pr.ejudi ce, 11 stated that "vie must re

create, in a new i nterrac:i a1 movementj the high idealism and moral 

corrroitment that was reborn in the United Stat~s with the civil 

rights ~evolution. But this· time we cannot build around the ef-
. . 

fort to get Negroes a cup of coffee at a segregated lunch counter, 

an integrated seat on a .bus or a vote in a 1ily-white electoral 

process. Considerabie progress has been made in these areas, but _ 

we still have not touched the deeper misery of . the black and white 

pooro The great 'coalition of conscience'--that alliance of Negro, 

labor, liberal and religious groups that offers the best hope for 
. . 

a truly great society--must· be restructured to confront the more 

basi.c socioeconomic problems of our society and meet the needs of 

both black and white Americans." 

~n assessment of these contemporary and . contemplated social. 

problems must form the predicate Of a discussion of "The Future of 

Black;-Jewish Relations," for it is our _ respective appro<?ches to 

solving those problems that will largely shape the future rela-.. 
tionship between blacks and Jews. This paper shall focus on the 

problems from a black perspective. 
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Dr. J6hn A. Morsell, Assistant Executive Dire~tor of the NAACP, 

who has written and spoken extensively on black-Jewish relationships, 

was originally scheduled to make the presentation. However, due 

to his surgery, I have been substituted, and freely concede my ama

teur status in this professional assembly . 

This perspective which I shall offer wi ll not necessarily be 

one that fill b 1 acks shareo Yet, I am satisfied t.hat it is one that 

wi ll reflect ~he mood and view of a substantial cros s-section of · 

blac~ Americans . As an officer of the National Association for the 

· Advancement of Co 1 ored Peep 1 e ,. an organization wi ttJ a 1 ong history 

of cooper a ti on with socially-active .Jewish groups, I fee 1 quJ te 

comfortable in largely drawing upon the NAACP experience in project

ing a black perspectiveo There is no other organization serving 

·the black comnuni ty in the area of civil ri ghts ·that has a compara

b 1 e economic, philosophic, social, political . and education range 

~ithiri its struci~re o Thus , the views of th~ NAACPi as seen in its 

resolutions and pronouncements, come closest to stakin.g out a black 

consensus ~n given issues. The nat iona l polls, notably Ne\·/S\·1eek 

and .others, taken together with the sixty~five years of survival 

of the NAACP, l argely through membership support, are strong testi~ · 

mony to the fact that the NAACP closel~ mirrors black thought. 

In 1971, when the NAACP withdrew from the Black Political Con

vention in Gary: main l y over the position adopted by some delegates 

on busing and Israel,,it was strongly suggested in th~ media that 

we were out of step. Subsequent events--including the eclipse of 
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the most vocal supporter~ of those positions, a~d the weakened 

state of the 1974 Black Political Convention in Little Rock, at a 

time when the NAACP ~as continuing its activist role nationwide, 

argue, I thi~k, fo~ the view that the NAACP may have been more 

·accurately reflecting the deeper held black mood. 

It i ·S cri ti ca 1 for the black people and Je\·Js to· find ways to 

carry . forward the fight to eliminate com11on problems. 

We must search ou~ the areas where our interests coincide and 

work together on the existing com11on problems to which those· in

terests relate. for instance, Jews and blacks might well explore 

the problems ·O)nnected with the energy crisis, the problems of the 

elderly, i~venue sharing an~ health policies of the Nation. There 

would be no disagreement over the need to continually press against 

- the ·prob.1 ems of poverty and other common social concerns by Jews 

and Neg r.oes. 

It shou ld be noted here that there is a long history of indi

vidua l Jewish support for the Negro struggle. Individual Jews 

were very prominent in the founding of the NAACP and in its con

tinuing activity over the ensuing sixty-five years. Allowing for 

a p~tronizing judgment by today's standards, Jewish philanthropy 

contributed mightily to the educational advance of numerous blacks. 

Whether in Meridian, Mississippi, or Cleveland, Ohio, Jews were 

prominent among those who offered their bodies and lives in the 

civil rights battle. Although it was never true that all--or even 

most--Jews were directly involved in the civil right~ struggle, it 

- •• I' 
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is beyond question that proportionately more of them than of other 

whites had such involvemento Furthermore, their general liberal 

and enlightened inc.linations have seen them, most of the time, in 

support of measures, such as civil rights laws, aimed at guara~-· 

teeing black Americans their fair . and equal share of this N~ti~n's 

1 argesse .· 

Sadly, but necessari 1 y, I note an erosion of the mutua 1 

goodwi ll which has characterized the formal--and much of the in

formal--interrelation between Negroes and Jews. Hopefully, the 

strength of the working relationship built upon the years wil l pro-

vide th~ stuff needed to put· things back together as we approach 

future problems . 

While the purpose of this paper is to look forward, it is 

nevertheless necessary to take note of a bit of the past and some 

of the present. 

Let me provide an overview of current . problems of deep concern 

to Negroes. This is necessary because of the recurring theme we 

hear and read, i. e., that the worst of the civil ri ghts struggles 

are over. This is not so. Discrimination in jobs, education, 

.housing and administration of justice are stubbornly resisting the 

· therapy applied to them. 

In the fie l d of employment, the problem is acute . The ·NAACP 

is still suing through the courts to bring justic~ t9 the b1ack 

worker. In 1971, the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed a de-.. 
cision against a major. steel company, in Lackawanna, N. Y., that 

'· .· 
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was found to be relegating black workers to the ·meanest, dirtiest 

and lowliest jobs. The company was also caught using a separate 

racial seniority system at its Sparrow~ Point, Md., plant, as late 

as 1913. This system resulted in 7,000 black workers being held 

: back because to have corrected the problem 11would have inconven

ienced management and disrupted- -temporarily--the whole plant. 11 

lri 1973, we succeeded in winning a back-pay case against a leading 

. Ohio employer on behalf of black vJOrkers victimized by discrJmina-

ti on~ 

With rega .. rd to pub 1 i c emp 1 oyment, the NAACP has sued various 

governmental units to end discrimination against blacks in . police, 
. . 

f1 re, state patrol and other jobs. In every school ·desegregation 

. _case 0e bring, we introduc~ proof of substantial and pervasive 

discrimination., histor.ically directed ag.ainst Negro faculty and 

administrators. And there are other examples in areas too numerous 

to recite. · Thus, the battle is real, even in 1974. 

Furthermore, a recognition of the high unemployment rate is 

necessary in assaying the predicament Negores find themselves in. 

At present, the nationwide rate of unemployment is 5.2%. The 

Bureau of Labor Statistics conceded sa~e years ago that its statis

tics on .blacks were imprecise and, therefore, a safe rule of thumb 

to fol 1 ow was to fix the b 1 a.ck rate at twice the nati ona 1 rateo 

Thus, the rate is 10~4%. 

In the youth categ6ry, it is even more . pronounced~ being ~p

proxi mate 1 y 35%. . This has rami fi cat:i ons for a 11 of society. 

·. t 
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The tools being relied upon in getting at this problem of job 

discrimination include Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 

the significant decision of the United States Supreme Court in the 

Griggs v. Duke Power case. In that decision, the Supreme Court 

knocked out as being violative of the law tests which are non-job

related. This law requi~e~ the shaping of appropriate and effec

tive remedies to end and overcome patterns and practices and vesti

ges of job discrimination. To do so, courts have been fashioning 

decrees that incorporate numeric.al rati cs and minimums. These de

crees include affirmative req~irements strongly opposed by labor 

unions and employe.es. Until-.recently, their obstructionist posi-

tions have met with little or no success. 

In the area of education, the expansjon of racially separate 

publi~ school ~ystems in the North and the a~~ission practices of 

institutions of higher learning are matters of serious concern to 

black people. The school desegregation litigat~on in the Nort~ 

brought by civil rights groups has shown the extent of isolation 

under v1hi ch American chi l dren--b 1 ack and 1t1hi te--are being educated. 

·There are two worlds in which young people are gr6wing up, black 

and white, separate and unequal. Now, twenty years after Brown, 

we are on the brink of another major Supreme . Court declaration 

which may determine whether the spirit and promise of Brown live 

for black children in the North, or the whimpering remains of the 

Ored Scott and Plessy doctrines have been resurrected • . , 
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Institutions of hig~er learning are ca~ing around to under

standing their ·Obligation to develop student bodies that more 

clearly reflect the real world in terms of multi-racial composi

tion. The tools to ·facilitate this process, i.e., civil rights 

1 aws and guide 1 i nes, V.fere harrmered out by a ci vi 1 rights coa 1 i ti on 

which included blacks and Jewish groups. As these educational in

stituions moved ·forward with affirmative action devices developed 

under the 1 av:, some of our Jewj sh a 11 i es, in the words of Roy 

Wilkins, fell off the wagon, so to speak, because of their disa-

greement over "pr~ferential treatment," "reverse discrimination" 
' . 

or 11quotas·, 11 as :they call it. . ,'. \ . . · 

Obvio~sly, the departure is based on fundamental concerns 

held by so.~e· Jewish groups, so much so that some felt compelled 
. . 

·to extract from Presidential candidates in 1972 COffrnitments to 

oppose such programso At the same time, there is the firm deter

mination on. the part of blacks to forge ahe~d and insist on the 

use of affirmative action to overcome the effects of historical 

deprivation. 

Jews have a deep-seated aversion to "quotas." Blacks have 

a deep-seated .hatred of "paper and penci l"t~sts which have been 

used, not to measuretheir potential, but to gu~ge the effects of 

gd evous v.irongs done to them. 

With specific reference to the De Funis controversy, it 

should be noted that never, prior to the University . of Washington 

Law School initi.ating its affimrative action program,-·had ther.e 
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been more than one or two blacks per year graduating. Other col

leges, . through deliberate exclusion policies;· limited_ or kept out 

blacks. There can be no doubt . that blacks have been discriminated 

against, particularly in obtaining a legal education. This, in · 

turn, has reduced the number of blacks able to function as pro7 

fessionals in the legal arenac As recently as the 1964-65 ·academic 

year, only 701 black students were enrolled in law schools app~oved 

. by the American Bar Association. And although American law schools 

graduate more than 10,000. students ai:inually, in 1965, only 200 : 

graduates, or 1.3% were black. The affirmative admission policies . 

institu~ed by many law schools increased that enrollment to over 

5500, or 3% of the tbtal. The doors op~ned only recently, and 

parity has not yet been achieved. An increase in black lawyers 

means that the disenchanted will be better able to· deal with the ' 

"deeper miseries 11 affecting the peep le of whom Mr • . Rustin wrote~ 

The in~vitable effect of the · positio~ ·advo~ated by the Jewish 

. groups a~d others opposed to affirmative admission practices would b~, 

in the words of Clarence Mitchell, Director of the NAACP's Washing

ton Bureau, that "most blacks who have been handicapped by racial' 

. discrimination in their education would never be admitted to law 

school~ Presumably, black children now in kindergarten would b~ 

able to look forward to admission into law schools if existing in

adequacies in their education·are corrected before they .finish 

college. 11 

.. 
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Mr. Mi-tchell warns, however, that "anyone who assumes that 

blacks in .the United States will tolerate this kind of injustice 

makes a serious error. 11 

As Vernon Jordan, Executive Director of the National Urban 

League, ar·gued in a recent speech to the American Jewish Coi"i'lTli ttee 

in Atlanta, 11\t!e have no quarrel with the merit system nor with 

the concept that-rigid numerical quotas that overlook individual 

differences and attributes are wrong. But we.reject the suggestion 

that a merit system is actually in operation today. Nor do we ac

cept that merit may be accurate 1 y measured by tests. 11 

In the interest of accuracy, the dialogu~ must remove the 

word 11quota, 11 or the term 11 reverse di scri mi nation·. 11 So long as 

those words are injected, the atmosphere will beinflamed and fhe 

.issue never fully addressed. Black people are not advocating 

"quotas" for the simple reason that "quotas 11 have served to ex- · 

elude ·them from jobs and schools to a far greater extent than any 

other group. The use of 11quotas 11 against b 1 acks is· what has made 

affirmative action ·now necessary. 

If now an affirmative action policy appears to remedy what 

must be regarded as an historical evil, blacks, particularly young 

blacks, as Mr. Mitchell reminds us, can hardly be expected to ac

ie~t orthodox rules of admission. Naturally, blacks,. recognizing 

the dangers in these admission policies, will not readily accept 

them, for they have kept blacks on the outside looking in, just as .. 
occurred in the employment . field. 
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Now, and for the foreseeable future, the problems of educa

tion and jobs will be high priority on the black agenda. Needless 

to say, it is critically important for blacks and Jews to find a 

way out of the present impasse if future relations are not to be 

imperiled. 

Blacks have history on their side. They have now sensed a 

bit of what can be. And in their view, many Jewish spokesmen, 

as did the hardhats, a re pul ling 11 tech 11 on them by ye l ling "quotas, 11 

and they deeply resent it. What to me makes this ·so difficult is 

that the "tech" is being cal l ed on young aspirat ions--aspirations 

for higher education and advancement hel d by vigo~~us young pe?ple 

whose attitudes can greatly ·shape the black response to calls for 

f~ture cooperation with Jews. 

I know of nothing in recent times that has so dramatically 

called into question the black-Jewish alliarice as has the opposi

tion of many Jewish organizations to this f6rrn of affirmative ac-

tiono 

When emp l oyers and labor unions tried to pu ll the "rule book" 

on black workers who were using affirmative action programs to 

·break the circle of job bias, they failed. Upon a focusing of 

affirmative action efforts in the direction of col l ege admission 

practices, the 1 eadi ng opposition came from ·some Je\·Ji sh civil 

rights allies, an opposition that has proven to be. more formidable 

and effective than that mounted by such powerful employers and 
• t 

unions as the National · Association of Manufacturers, the Chambers 

of Commerce and the AFL- CIO. 
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A move designed to resolve the dilem~a posed by the diver

gent po"si ti ons taken by black and Je\·Ji sh organizations on the 

affirmative college admission policies is under way . The Anti

Defamati on League of B 'nai B 1 ri th, the American JeHi sh Corn.11i ttee, 

the American Jewish Congress, the.National Urban League, the 

Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund and the NAACP, in a letter to 

Secretary of Hea lth~ Education and Welfare Casper Weinbe~ger, 

asked that HEW dev~lop guidel h:es to deal with the problem. The 

text of the letter is important. It ·said: 

While the undersigned organizations have taken 
va rying positions on the De Funis case, we 
have, over the. years worked closely in support 
of civil rights and human freedom. 

We all recognize that the process of creating 
affirmative action is not an exact science. It 
is only in the past few years th~t the Nation 
has begun the development of procedures for 
dismantling discrimination. 

All of us wish to avoid polarizat_ion. We 
ag ree that a primary goal for a ll of us is the 
e limination of all forms of discrimination and 

. the establishment of affirmative act ions and 
processes that will provide equal opportunity 
within our constitutional framework. 

Since the issues raised by the De Funi~ case 
.remain, we believe that an early response from 
HEW within whose jurisdiction such matters lie 
i s indicated. We are therefore requesting that 
you direct the issuance of non- discriminatory 
guidelines clarifying how educational institu
tions can best develop appropriate tools for 
special efforts to recruit persons from previ 
ously excluded groups. 

. . . . 

Mr. Wilkins has clarified the letter further by advising the Sec-. . . 
retary that the NAACP.reserves the right tq oppose guidelines wh1ch 

the NAACP feels are against basic organizational policy. 

(. 
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Hopefu 11 y, the Secretary wi 11 -respond positively to this 

urgent but reasoned request~ A resolution of this problem is 

basic to future relations between blacks and Jews. 

As for the general black mood, I offer the following: 

Blacks feel themselves buffeted about on every front. It seems 

that as soon as progress appears realistical ly achievable, whether 

in housing 1 education or jobs, the whistle gets bl own and the 

rules of the game are changed . In school deseg~egation, just as 

the HEY/ guidelines and Federal judges were getting down to busi

ness, the country elected and reelected an anti - i ntegration 

Pr~sident, who fi r ed Leon Panetta, made nationwide appeals 

against busing and i nst r ucted his Justice Department to intervene 

in desegregation cases against the i nterests of black children. 

As the moment of truth was about to appear for contractors and 

1 abor unions, the Secretary of Labor issued a· memorandum defang

i ng Home Town Plans . 

As policies were shaped which facilitated blacks acquiring 

housing in suburban areas· where 80% of the new jobs are being 

generated, the national administration ' s policy shifted to oppose 

''forced integration of suburbs. 11 

After the Supreme Court began to insist on the Bill of Rights 

being extended to black Americans by providing effective assistance 

of counsel in criminal cases and curtailing unreasonable searches 

and seizures, along comes a "law and order" administr,ation with 

its "no knock" laws and warrantless searches. 
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Blacks fe 1 t 11Watergated 11 1 ong before the· June, 197 2, break-in. 

And no one seemed to care. Particularl~ distressing was the way 

in which our traditional allies, the Jews, in large numbers 

bolted and became strong backers of an anti-black administration, 

an admin{stration that set ~bout to reorganize American governmen

ta 1 i nsti tut i ons in .such a manner as to repress and contain b 1 ack · 

as pi rations. The protests of the Amert can Je\·Ji sh Committee to. 

the President and the Democratic Presidential candidate in 1972, 

and the President's response , were particularly disconcerting to 

Negroes. 

Blacks pray that the revel ations on the tapes Of the alleged 

uriflattering references t~ Jews and the anti -Semitic corrrnents will 

shock those Jews who had flirtations, i f not a love affair, with. 

an administ ration whose heel was on black necks, into a realization 

that anti-Semitism is still very much around. Just as there has 

been racial prejudice among JeHs , there has been and is some anti

Semi tic sentiment in t he b 1 ack corrmuni ty. The grmvth of nevJ · 

radicalism among young bl acks brought with i t Thi.rd World attitudes 

··· which .were antagonist ic to Jews. Many of us hope that the differ

ence we have on the affirmative action concept will abate before 

the ra.di cal ism gains addi ti ona 1 converts in the black corrmuni ty. 

Dr. Morsell, writing in the Annals of the American Academy 

of Political ahd Social Science, July 1973, offered hope and in 
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my view his words are relevant: 

Fortunately, there is a positfv~ factor at work 
in Negro-Jewish relations- -above and beyond the 
close and analytical scrutiny which both are 
accusta~ed to render to the issue of their rela
tionship. This is the working partnership which 
has developed among professionals in the respec
tive organizations and among officials and aca-

'demicians, whose daily pursuits bring them into 
close and continual contact. 

The antennae of representatives in those cate
gor ies are highly sensitive: they respond to 
warning signals with consultations; efforts to 
mediate tension spots; and attempts to achieve 
formu lations which will acco.~odate both sets of 
interests, without requiring excessive compromise 
a t either end. 

I submit that if the wise words of John Morsell are heeded, 

the future of black-Jewish relations v1ill be positive and the Nation 

wi ll be better 

·. ·. 
; .· 

. , 
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FrsK UNIVERs·rr'( Cm·i;~ULTAJIO~ B~ACK JEwis:-t · RELATioNs . 
· , JUNE ~ - 12; ~974 . . 

. ... ' 

AFTER THE PROFUNDITIES OF THE PAST THO . DAYS I AM SOME\~HAT 
I . . . . . ~ . . . 

RELUCTANT TO DJSCUSS WITH YOU SOME MUNDANE BUT BASIC INTERGROUP TRUTHS 

THAT I BELIEVE TO BE ESSENTI?.L INGREDI .. ENT.S FOR ANY SOCCESSFUL JOI N~ 
-UNDERTAKI NGS ·HJVOLVI'NG OUR ·RESPECTIVE · COM1'1UNITI~S I ·Ho1n'EVER1 I DO so 

BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT .IT IS OCCASIONALLY DESIRABLE TO RESTATE WHAT 

APPEARS TO BE THE OBVIOUS IF ONLY TO TEST THE HYPOTHESES UNDER WHICH . 

I BUNCTION AS.:A SOCIAL ACTIVIST, 

. IT IS .. t1Y CON.TENTION .IN T!iESE REMAR.KS THP.T ·THERE 'EXISTS "A . 

BROAD BASIS FOR BLACK JEWISH COOPERATION DESPITE DIFFERENCES THAT WE 

MAY. HOLD · ON ~OME KEY !1 SSUES.. HQrJ~VER, THI s c90PERATION REQU~ RE~ RE-
. . . .. . . . .... . 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRUST RELAiIONSHIP AND AN AGREEMENT ON SOME GUIDI NG 

PRI~CIPLES WHICH CAN· INCREASE THE ' LJKELIHOOD OF OUR ACHIEVING SOME· 

SIGNIFICANT GOALS. ~ ! : SUGGEST TO YOU A CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING 

TEN. POINTS AS BEING H~PORTANT ASSUMPTIONS FOR THIS PURPOSE, 

1. WITHIN THE JE~·IISH COMMUNITY THERE HAS BEEN A CONTiNUIHG DEBATE 

ON THE RESPECTIVE MERITS OF · THE UNlVI:RSALIST AND THE PARTI~ULARIST AGEHDAS 

OF ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE AJC •. BASICALLY, THE UNIVERSALISTS MAI NTAI N 

THAT JEWS CAN BE . SECURE ONLY IN A FREE SOCIETY IN WHICH ·ALI.. . FORMS OF · 

DISCRIMINATION ARE VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED BY . US. TH.E ·PARTICULARIST.S SAY 

THAT IN A PLURALISTI.C SOCIETY EACH GROUP MUST ORGANIZA AROUND ITS ow~ 

SPECIALIZED INTERESTS AN.O · ONLY GIVE .PERIPHERAL ATTENTION TO THE PLIGHT 
. ' 

OF OTHERS , 

I ASSUME THAT THESE TWO VIEWS, IN VARIOU$ FdRMS, ARE REPRE-
. l . 

i 

~ · 
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SENTr.r I 'I MOST ~., .. ,,..._ __ TY <f'7\.., • .,;,.-.;. ~ r. s~ITIES ..: I J\ n W ! !'~UK! •. ;;L_;_;;Y:f!'.!Uhi · · , To SOME DEGREE BOTH UNIVERSALISTS 

AND P.A.RTICULARISTS ARE CORRECT, . THERE IS NO QUESTION IN MY ~!IND THAT 

ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTING MINORITY GROUPS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO BE 

.RESPONSIVE TO THE .S~lAL PROBLEMS OF THEIR. 0\1N MEMBERS, Hm'iEVER, 
. -

HISTORY HAS CLEARLY VALIDATED THE UNIYERSAtIST DIALECTIC THAT HUMAN . . 
. . 

RIGHTS ARE INDIVISIBLE AND THAT DENIAL OF· EQUAL JUSTICE AND OPPORTUNITY 

TO ANY GHOUP THREATENS THE RIGHTS OF ALL, Bur ... . HI STORY HAS ALSO SHOrlN 

THAT THERE t\RE TH·n::s ; Wl-H:.H _GROUP INTERESTS ARE LEGITI~~ATELY IN CONFLICT 
' 

Vl!TH ONE A~JOTHER, ·AT· SUCH THE Pf\RTICUU\RIST AGENDAS MAY HAVE TO ' . . 

PREVAIL, 

2. · As NOTED · IN ~ THE PROGRA1{. I SSUi:;D FOR THIS 1 CONSULTATI ON.1. BLACKS 
. . 

AND JEWS R~PRESENT GROUPS WITH A HERITAGE OF DISCRIMINATION_, A COMM1T
; 

MENT T6,. s"oc!t\L JUST I CE AND A RECORD OF PAST COOPEf·UdI m~' THIS IS 
: . ...... . . . . . . 

- SUFfICIENT TO MERIT A NAJOR .EFFORT TO-CREATE . NEW COALITIONS ON ISSUES 
.. 

OF MUTUAL COf~CERN, .~MONG OTHERS; THESE i SSUES INCLUDE:· NATIONAL HEALTH · . . ,· 

CARE; MASS TRANSPORTATION; SAFER CITIE~; CARE FOR THE AGED AND OPEN . 

ADMISSIONS TO STATE UNIVERSITIES, 

3.· . · f\N ESSENTIAL It·~GREDIENT OF °EFFECTIVE COALITIONS IS THAT 

PARTICIPA!~TS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO GIVE UP ANY OF THEJR PRINCIPLES, IT 

IS NOT A PREREQUISiTE THAT EACH GROUP MYST AGREE WITH ·TBE TOTALITY OF 

EVERYONE ELS ES AGENDAS, · WE CArJ_, AS f:..N EXAMPLE, UNI TE ON P-ROGRAMS FOR 
. . 

HEALTH CARE AND OPPOSE .EACH OTHER ON ~HICH WELFARE. REFORM CONCEPT WE 

APPROVE. 
.. 

4~ THE CHARGE -OF RACISM OR ANT[-SEMITISM tt~RLED EACH TIM~ THERE 

I°S EVIDENCE ·OF DISAGREEMENT BY ONE GRO_UP ~~/ITH THE .AGENDA OF THE-. OTHER.

. ·DEVALUES THE REAL SIGN lFI CANCE' OF. THESE WORDS., . POLARIZES RESOURCES 
. . , 

I ! . . . 

~ . . . 
' 

I . 

I 
I 

....... 
: . 



' ESSENTIAL FOR THE FUTURE SUCCESS OF OTHER ACTIVITIES AND DIVERTS OUR 

ENERGIES FROM THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE TO THE DEFENSE OF THE INTEGRITY 
. . 

OF OUR IDEOLOGIES, JEWS ARE NOT PER SE RACISTS WHEN WE OPPOSE COMMUNITY 

. CONTROL AS:CONTRASTED .\.'HTH .COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE · 

INSTITUTIONS_,· .BLACKS ARE f:lliL PER SE) . ANTI-SEMITES I N SEEKING BENIGN 
. . 

QUOTAS IN .UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS REGULATIONSr RACISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM 
. . 

·ARE MORE LIKELY ro BE EVIDENCED BY-PUBLIC CHARGES OF BIGOTRY AS .THE 

PRIMARY EXPLANATION BY EITHER COMMUNITY AS TO l~iW THE OTiiER IS IN 

OPPOSITION TO ITS OWN HIGHLY VALUED PROPOSALS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE. 

5, · tXTREMISM AS A TECHNIQUE FOR ACCOMPLI°SHING SOCI P.L CHANGE IN 

AMERICAN SOCIETY IS ULTIMATELY COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE,r.mOKGAN IZING: TO 

INFLUENCE SOCIAL CH.ANGE THROUGH THE POLITICAL PROCESS IS THE MOST 

DESIRf\BLE ALTERNATIVE, . lHIS REQUIRES FOR Ja~ AND BLACK ALIKE., 1·fff<l 
.. -

COALITIONAL DESIGNS ON EMERGING ISSUES SUCH AS ANTI-POVERTY LEGI SLATION ) . . 

·REFbRM OF THE JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND ·A RESTRUCTURING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

IN' . AMERIC/\, 

. 6, · FUTURE COALITIONS,, . TO BE SUCCESSFUL, SHOULD ATTEMPT TO I NVOLVE· 

GROUPS HERETOFORE NOT IDENTIFIED WITH THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. PRiMARY 

AMONG THESE ARE ETHNIC GROUPS ~·IHICH AR£ BEG-INNING TO ORGANIZE AROUND. 

AGENDAS SIMILAR TO OUR QWN, THEIR AGENDAS Nm·J SOUND LIKE OUR O\'IN! THE 

N~ED FOR MO~E AND BETTER HOUSING; EMPLOUMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE YOUNG; 
·: . ··. 

ANri GREATER EDUCATIO~AL OPPORTUNITIES BEYOND THE HIGH SCHOOL, COOPERATION 

WITH THESE GROUPS IN WORKING FOR AN EXPANSION OF THE PIE IS A MODEL 

. INFINITELY SUPERI.OR TO 'cor·1PET ITt?GN WITH THEM TO SEE \•IHICH GROUP. WILL BE 
... 

ABLE TO SECURE THE LARGEST PIECE OF A PiE ' RAPID.LY Dl!IlINISHING .. H( SIZE,· 

. " 7 •. 
. . 

OUR. FAITH .. IN FED~RAL,. . STATE-qND LOCAL GOVERNMENT CIVIL RIGHTS 

<. 
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RES.OURCES NEEDS TO BE REEXAMINED, A SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTABILITY IS SORELY 

NEEDED Tq DETERMINE WHETHER THE FUNCTIONS, EXPERT! SE AND FINANCH!G OF 

THESE AGENCIES ARE ADEQUATE FOR CURRENT NEEDS. IN THIS REGARD· WE CAN 

JOINTLY. INVESTIGATE TH~ SI~NIFICANCE OF THE RECENT DOW~GRADING OF THE 

. OFFICE OF FEDERAL CONTRACT COMPLIANCE WITHIN THE LABOR DEPARTMENT. 

HE SHOULD ASCERTAifJ THE VALIDITY OF THE ALLEGATiONS IN THE CURRENT ISSUE ._ 

OF CH./\[\lGE MAGAZINE' THAT THE EFFORTS oF .HEW's OFFICE OF Civ1L RIGHTS ARE 

IMPAIRED BY P. LACK OF FUNDS. IT \'10ULD BE. IMPORTANT .FOR US TO CHALLENGE 

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE'S DECISIO·N-. T.O ENFORCE OFCC GUIDELINES ON 

RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION, 
. . .· 

8. THE RELO.TIVELY RECENT J\i'/AKENING OF MAJOR CORPORATIOi~S REGARDING 

THEIR SOC.IAL RESPONSIBILITIES PRESENTS . US \1Il:H AN .OPPORTUNITY .FOR MUTUAL ··· 
. . 

APPROACHES TO THEM REGARDING THEIR VESTED Ii~TERESTS I N OUR INTERGROUP 

· I · ·. I AGENDAS. · Go! VE YOU fa.S Th'O EXAMPLES THE FOLLOW I NG : · .. 1 ' . ! 

.. 9 ·' _·: . . 

·A, !NCREASH~G THE HOUSIN!:i··:: SU·P~U/ .FOR li.<l~S -tNCGt'tE NORKERS 
! 
i 

.BY CORPORATE INSISTANCE THAT THEY WILL . NOT MOVE INTO COM-

MUNIT IES THAT PROHIBIT OR INHIBIT .THE CONSTRUCTION OF LOW 

AND MODERATE ItkOME . HOUSING ·AVAILABLE TO WORKERS IN THEIR 

. PLANTS. 

B •. CORPORATE s·U?PORT .FOR LOW-COST MASS TRANSPORTATION · 
. . .. 

SYSTEMS AS ONE RESPONSE TO THE CONTINUING CRISIS IN THE 

AVAILABI LITY AND HIGH COST OF ENERGY,·· 
. . 

THE ACCEPTABILITY OF COALITIONAL MODELS IS ENHANCED WHEN 

EFFECTIVE"LEADERSPW.ffHIN A MINORITY COMMUNITY EXTEND THE HORIZONS OF 

ITS CONCERNS BY S_HOH!NG SOLIDARITY WITH THOSE .THAT ARE ~GGRl_EVED FROM · 

: OTHER ~MINORITY GRO~PS • . ' RECENT ~XAiWLES INCLUDE _THE MAY 25TH EDITOR IA~ 
. 1N THE· NEW YonK .. ~~1sTERDn~1 NEWS. ABHORRING :.THE MAALor MAssAcREs oF 1 sRAELl 

.. 

. ~ '. 
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CHILDREN AND NOTING Hm·J JE\'IS HAD SUPPORTED THE DRIVE TO RAISE FUNDS 

TO HELP THE FAMILIES OF THE BLACK CHILDREN KILLED BY RACISTS IN THE 

BIRMINGHAM CHURCH B0~1BING OF lq~[;NOTHER IS THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

BY THE AJC AT ITS ANNUAL MEETING IN MAY CALLING FOR ASSISTANCE TO THE 

FAMINE-AFFLICTED PEOPLES OF AFRICA, BY THESE STATEMEIHS AND BY IMPLE-

MENTATION' OF PROGRAMS ~/HICH DEMONSTRATE BOTH cor~CERN AND COMMITMENT .I • 

TRUST IS ENGENDERED AND COOPERATION MADE POSSIBLE, 

10. THE PREVIOUS EYJ\f'rlPLE UNDERSCORES MY FINAL POINT THAT IN THE 

PURSUIT OF· DOViESTIC. JUSTICE WE CANNOT IGNORE ITS INTERNATIONAL tillUSES, 

OUR COLLECTIVE VOICES MUST BE HEARD IN PROTESTING SUCH CSNDITIONS AS 

APARTHEID .IN SOUTH AFRICA, ANTI-SEMITISM .IN RUSSIA, THE CONTINUED SLAVE 

TRAD~ iN SOME ARAB STATES OR FAMINE IN INDIA, 

oo ~o oo oo oc oo 

. IN THESE 10 POINTS l HAVE DELUJERATELY MIXED PRINCIPLE WITH 

SUGGESTED PROGRAM. Too OFTEN INTTHE PAST WE HAVE FOUGHT FOR TOO LO;tG 

OVER THE DOTTii~G OF IDEOLOGICAL I'S AND THE CROSSING OF !Wt~ FUNCTIONAL 

T
1 s I OUR FUTURE SECURITY AS BLACKS AND AS JE~~s CAN NO LONGER AFFORD 

THIS LUXURY IF IT CONTINUES TO SERVE SIMULTANEOUSLY TO POLARIZE AND · 

INCAPACITATE US, WHILE THE r~EED FOR IDEOLOGY IS OMNIPRESENT I REMiilD 

YOU THAT .THE NEED FOR ACTION IS EMERGENT, 

., 

c.. 
,t 
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C9J.J;f~renc~li' .Q~HJJJ~K,Q~1.L 
Blacl(mJe,yisl1 Relat1011s . 
NASHVILLE - Tne first national con

sultaticn to focus scholarly attention on 
the religious. histor ic~!. politicai ar.d . 
social dimensions of Black-Je\\ish rela
tions from tl~e Biblical period to the 
present. was held at Fisk l "n.i\·ersity. 
!\ashdie. Tenn ... June 9-12. 

!\lo:·e than 50 Black and Jewish 
theolcg!ans, sodologisls and academi
Cians are participating in the meet!ng, co
sponsored by Fisk Cnivers!ty and lhe 
American Jewish Committee, and co
chaired by Dr. Eric C. Lincoln and Rabbi 
Marc H. TanenlJ~um. 

Dr. Liricoln; Chair m<:n of the Depart
ment of Heligiou.5 and Phii.:i:;opbica I 
Studies at Fi:;k L'nh·ffsity. is ;; noted 

· Black soc:io:og;st '\'ho has written 2nd lec
tu:-cd cxtcns!vely en re:igion and minority 
group rela!io:is. Rabbi Taaenba~:m. ~a
tional D!rec:.or of Inte:-religious Affairs of 
the American J{'wish Committee. is inter
nalionally known ior his ecumenical acti\·-
ities aini<'d at establishing belle:· rela
tio:1sl':ips betwl!en Je.ws and other reli
gious and ethnic commtmities. 

Ratior:ale 
Describing the rationale of the consul-

tation. Dr. Linc<'ln declared : · 
"The ir:t.,:·csl or destinies of ,Jews and 

Blacks ha\'C'• totiched and. at tirr.cs. ran 
logethcr for thousands of years. Dis
tresses incidenl lo minority status in 
America ha\·e sometimes blinded Blacka-

. mcricans and Jewish Americans to their 
common interests. and their con~mon pre
dicament. 

'"But each group has strengths the 
other can hardly afford to be without. i\ei

;. ther group has :-:et crossed so far into the 
promised !and of the American main
stream as to be irretrievably secure." 

Commenting on contemporary rela
tionships between the two groµps, he 
added: 

"Every Jew in America is somehow 
better off ~et·ause cf the ·BJ?.ck Rero!u
tion' in the 19GO's, the Black Re\'C1lution 
owes a great deal to Jewish involvement 
and parti<:ip2tior.. Jews a;e going lo con
tinue being Jews, and Blacks v:ili remain . 
'Black. out \;:h('!1 this confc::rcnc~ is over. 

each should have a better understanding 
of what is involved in the self-perception 
of the other." 

/ 

. , 

l 
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. Holocaust speciaAst ~isiiJ Detroit 

--· 

1

Tone down.rhetoric, 
Jews, blacks urged 
BJ NOllllAN llNCLAlil 
llew99WfWltlW 

A Jewish scholar and specialist on 
the Holocaust is advising Jewish and 
black activists to "turn down the 
rhetoric" stemming from their 
disagreements over the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and to begin 
listening to each other. 

Black leaders, said Dr. Irvine 
Greenberg, should 
ref rain from giv· 
ing simplistic 
arguments for 
U.S. recognition of 
the Palestinian 
group. 

"I ntegrationista 
never killed 
women and chil
dren while oppos· 
ing segregati~ 
nists," he said. "It 
is time for us to go 
back to the.closest ; ,-; . 
feelings we shared ~ ·-' · 
in the 1960's." 

College in New York, is director d 
the President's Commission on the 
Holocaust. He and members of that 
commission recently returned from a 
fact-finding tour that took them to 
concentration camp sites in Europe 
and to Holocaust memorials in 
Israel. 

Dr. Greenberg was in Detroit to 
address local Jewish community 

leaders involved 
in the planning of 
a Holocaust 
Memorial Center 
to be built at the 
Jewish Communi
ty Center in West 
Bloomfield. 

DR. Gllllll· 
anCI urged Jew
ish and black 
leaders to 
remember that 
the Holocaust ill 
not just a lesson 
for Jews. 

Dr. Greenberg ~ 't: ,: 
said the rift be-
tween· blacks and . (l 

~~'j 
Jews did not begin 

"It is a lesson 
for both blacks 
and Jews to 
remember how 
they have shared 
oppression, how 
been persecuted,'' 
they have both 

with Andrew . ;~~ 
young' II resigna- NEWS PHOTO I ntEODORE J. GL.ADWEL.L 

tion as U.S. OR. IRVING GREENBERG: 
ambassador to the Disagreements need not lead to 
Unite~ Nati?ns. breaks. 
He said relations 
between the two groups have been 
deteriorating for a decade. 

"llOTH QROUN have to become 

l more sensitized to political give and 
take," Dr. Greenberg said in Detroit 
last week. 

"Republicans certainty disagree 
with Democrats, but they don't start 
hating each other. There can be 
disagreements, but these need not 
lead to breaks." 

Dr. Greenberg, a rabbi and 
professor of Jewish studies at Cit~ 

he said. 
The Holocaust Commission was set 

up six months ago to plan an app~ 
priate memorial for victims of World 
War II genocide. 

The recomendations that he will · 
present to President Carter include: i 
• A museum in Washington for \ 
research on tragedies such as the I 
Holocaust. 
• Creation of a "committee of I 
conscience" to meet regularly to 
monitor reports of genocide around 
in the world. 
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Blacks, Jews me~~ 
·in effort to close ·rift 
By HARRY COOK 
Free Prns Retl11lon Writer 

.· 

Leaders of Detroits blAck and Jewish communJties met 
privately Wednesday night at the exclusive Detroit Club in a 
continued effort to smooth the rift that developed between the•· -
two groups over the resignation of United Natlons Ambassador 
Andrew.Young. · · · -r" 

Young resigned Aug. 15 ov.er «meeting be had wfth a •• · 
memt>er of the Palestine Liberation Organization - an action ..... 
that angered the Israeli government and many Jews in ~mer- ;:i · 
lea. Blacks. too, were angry at what some leaders called his .. : 
"forced resig~on." . . ._ :-

DETROIT CLOTHING STORE OWNER Stanley Wlokel-
1 man said be aDd Judge Damon Keith of the U.S. Circuit Court of ., 
Appeals Invited l l of their "close .friends to have dinner and • . . 
talk about our common interests and Concerns ... " · · . 

Present at their Wednesday. night meeting were· Walter ;. . 
Douglas, · president of New Detroit Inc.; Rabbi RJchard C. : 
Hertz; Detroit City Councilman Nicholas Hood;·auorney Miles .. • 
Jaffe; Walter Johnson, a W~ne ~tate' University vice-presi-"' , 
dent; MICblgan Supreme Court Justice Charles LeVta; Roben:.· 

1 Naphtali, an acc:Ountant and fonner president of the state ~nti· -.; 
i Defamation League oJ B'nai B'rith; attorney Alan Schwartz; 

Horace Sheffield. assistant tp UAW President Douglas Fras~r; . 
Tom Turner, president of the Metropolitan Detroit AFL-CIO¥•; 
and Larry Washington, executive director of the Detroit · 
NAACP.. . :· .· 

A similar meeting two weeks ago, called by Detroit area , 
officials of the Southern Christian Leadership Conferen~. saw:~ .. . 
the walkout of Jewish representatives Israel HaJpem, presi· ~ 
dent of the Rabbinicaj Commission of Metropolitan··oetroit. . _ . ·: ... -;; 

1 and Marian SchJfman, president of the J.~wish Community · · :.,.--;:. \. "'. . 
· Councll. -·/' _.. · . ·.;.:" 

.. ,;"1 
.·,.! .. 

. ··-· 
... 
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~chool Integration and Occupational 
Achievement of Negroes1 -

Robert L. Crain 

J oh:ns Hopkins University 

American Negroes who atten4 integrated public schools have better 
jobs and higher incomes throughout at least the ne"t three decades of 
their life. The differences in incorii,e cannot be accounted for by the 
higher educational attainment of alumni of integrated schools, or by 
the higher differences in social background. The most significant ef
fect of integrated schooling is probably not "educational." It is 
probably more important that Negroes who attend integrated schools 
will have more contact with whites as adults, and tend to have more 
trust in whites than do Negroes from segregated schools. This in tum 
partially overcomes a crucial barrier to equal opportunity-the fact 
that information about employment opportunities is spread through 
types of informal social contacts to which few Negroes have access. 

Much has been written about Negro poverty a.nd its roots in the Negro's 
la.ck of skills and in racial discrimination. But even if all Negroes bad skills 
and there were no discrimination, the segregation of Negroes, residentially 
and socially, would lower their incomes, simply because Negroes would con
tinue to be denied access to a. valuable tesource-inforrna.tion about em
ployment opportunities. 

American Negroes live in a society which is largely segregated: In this 
society, there a.re whole occupations and industries which have very few 
Negro workers. Sometimes this is due to historical accident; the industry is 
located in a region which bas few Negroes, for example. In other instances 
~eir absence is due to discrimination, sometimes subtle and sometimes 
not, or it is simply because Negroes do not apply for these jobs. In many 
cases, they do not apply because they do not know when a job becomes 
open. It is a common observation that one of the most significant forms of 
unfair employment practice is the hiring of new employees from referrals 
made by the present staff; if the staff is all white, the persons who apply 
will be friends, relatives, and neighbors who are also white. The employer 
who advertises publicly for J;i.elp must bear the costs of interviewing large 
numbers of applicants a.nd must depend only upon the applica.tion blank in 
making a decision. If there is a demand for that type of employment, he is 
·wasting money by advertising when he can staff his plant wi~hout doing so. 
The best jobs are, therefore, not advertised. Even ii the employer does ad-

1 This study was carried out under contract with the U.S. Civl1 Rights Commission. The 
study wa.s designed and data gathered by the Nationnl Opinion Reseo.rch Center. The 
advice and assistance of Paul Siegel, Peter H . Rossi, Thomas Pettigrew, D avid Kh ssen, 
Judith Favia, :ind Narindar Kelly :ire gratefully acknowledged. The an:i.lysis is solely the 
author's and of course does not reflect. the views of the Commission. 

593 



American Journal o~ Sociology 

vertise publicly, the advantage lies with persons who have some knowledge 
of the kind of work, the nature of the qualifications, etc.; friends, neighbors, 
and relatives of present employees still have the inside track. "• 

In a segregated community, Negroes must depend upon other Negroes 
for information about job opportunities. If Negroes are segregated into 
low-paying employment, they will, of course, have limited knowledge of 
better-paying opportunities . .AJ3 Sheppard and Belitsky (1967) observe, for 
the poor to depend upon friends and relatives is rather like "the blind lead
ing the blind." 

Even in those areas where discrimination seems unimportant, segrega
tion plays an important role in restricting Negro achievement. The Negro 
physician may feel that he had the same opportunities as his white col
leagues, but if he had an all-Negro practice, his clientele probably lacks the 
money to provide him with an equivalent income. The physician with a··· 
racially segregated, poor clientele fares badly for essentially the same 
reasons as does a physician serving a geographically segregated, depressed 
community in Appalachia.. 

Thus we are arguing that occupational opportunities for Negroes will be 
limited until there is at least partial racial assimilation-until Negroes have 
sufficient contact with whites to learn about job opportunities and obtain 
referrals from white employees. There are numerous barriers to this kind of 
assimilation. The most obvious one is the amount of prejudice of whites 
toward Negroes and of Negroes t.owa.rd whites. But even if there were no 
personal prejudice, the present patterns of racial segregation in social rela
tions and in housing could persist through inertia, and continue to limit 
sharpiy the occupational achievement of Negroes for many years. 

SCHOOL INTEGRATION 

The public school is an important !actor in the process of assimilation. 
Negroes who have attended integrated schools continue to have a large 
number of white friends as adults; they are more likely to live in integrated 
neighborhoods, t.o favor integrated schooling for their children, and to pre
fer belonging t.o integrated voluntary organizations (Crain, forthcoming). 
This means they will have greater opportunities to move into a bi
racial employment market rather than being restricted to the traditional 
ghetto employers. Hence, Negroes who attended integrated schools should 
have less-traditional patterns of employment and, as a consequence, higher 
occupational prestige and income. In order t.o substantiate this a.rgumeni, 
we will present data showing that (a) Negroes from integrated schools are 
more likely t.o hold "nontraditional" jobs-jobs which have relatively few 
Negroes in them, (b) Negroes in nontraditional jobs will earn more money 
than those in traditional jobs, hence (c) Negroes from integrated schools 
will have higher incomes, and (d) Negroes with white friendships will have 
access to information about the labor market which they can us'e t.o obtain 
these nontraditional jobs, hence (e) Negroes from integrated schools will 
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ha.ve more knowledge about jobs. We shall present the findings separately 
for each sex; the pattern is somewhat different for males and females. 

Data to establish these five points are drawn from a 1966 survey of 
Negroes, aged twenty-one to forty-five, living in the metropolitan areas of 
the North. The sample wa.s weighted to overrepresent Negroes in higher
income neighborhoods and in the smaller metropolitan areas; the tables are 
hence weighted to reflect the actual population. The true number of cases 
is approximately 40 percent of the weighted Ns shown in the tables. Inter
viewing was conducted by an all-Negro staff. 

Block quota sampling was used; normally, this procedure slightly under
represents low-status persons, and this seems to be the case here. Of the 
ma.le sample, 22 percent never attended high school; we estimate that the 
true percentage in the universe may be as high as 25. In the sample, 10 
percent of the men are professional or managerial, which is the same as the 
census data for the 1960 northern urban male nonwhite population. In 
1960, 18 percent of the male universe were laborers; this sample produces 
only 12 percent. This is the greatest discrepancy between the sample and 
the census; pa.rt of this difference is due to change in the economy between 
1960 and 1966. 

The original sample was 1,624 cases and the weighted N is 4,153; we will 
focus largely upon that one-third of the sample which attended northern 
high schools and who report ~n occupation; this is 1,231 weighted cases. 

INTEGRATION AND NONTRADITIONAL EMPLOYMENT 

Table 1 records the percentage of Negroes for each of the eight major urban 
occupational groups in the 1960 census and the percentage of alumni of 
integr~ted high schools and of segregated high schools in each of these oc
cupatfons. Negro men tend to be concentrated in the lower blue-collar 
occupations-operatives, service workers, laborers-and in the lowest of the 
white-collar occupations-clerical work. Conversely, Negro men tend not 
to be professionals, managers, salesworkers, or craftsmen, hence, we shall · 
call these four major occupational groups nontraditional. Approximately 
one-third of the ma.le Negro alwnni of integrated high schools a.re in three 
nontraditional occupations: crafts, sales, and the professions, while only 
one-fifth of the Negroes who attended segregated schools are in these three 
groups. Ma.le Negro managers, owners; and proprietors tend to come from 
segregated schools, but contact with whites is not necessa.ry to enter these 
occupations, since almost a.11 Negro managers ar:e in businesses serving 
largely Negro clientele. (If the ·data were available, we would hypothesize 
that Negro businessmen serving white clientele would be more likely to 
have bad integrated schooling.) 

Contrary to popular belief, Negroes who attended integrated schools do 
not come from higher-status or more stable families, and therefore these re
sults do not change when background variables are introduced as controls. 
(We will demonstrate this for the relation of integration to income below.) 

One reason Negro clerks are slightly more likely to be from segregated 
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schools is that Negro clerical positions a.re available in the largest metro
politan areas where there also is the largest number of segregated schools. 
When city size is introduced as a. control variable, the apparent predomi
nance of men from segregated schools in clerical work becomes smaller. 

Negro women from integrated schools are much more likely to enter the 
professions. But otherwise, our thesis does not hold for women; Negro 
women from integrsted schools are not more likely to have nontraditional 
jobs. 

TABLE 1 

OCCUPATIONS OF ALUMNI OF SEGREGATED AND I NTEGRATED NORTHERN 
HIGH SCHOOLS, BY SEX, AND PERCENT AGE OF NEGROES 

IN EACH 0CCUl'ATiONAL GROUP. 

MAUii F£KAu:11 

High School Wu H ilb School Waa 
Ne11oea Neuoeii. 

Into- Segre- in lnte- Secro- in 
Occt!PAnON.u. ;rated pled Differ· Group srated pted Differ· Group 

080"7 (3) (%) ence (%) (3) (3) ence (3) 

Professional ..... .. ... 11 8 +a 5 .9• 14 4 +10 10.1• 
Mansge.rs, owners, prcr 

3 6 -3 4.2• o · prietors . ....... . ... 1 + 1 s .3• 
Clerical •••........ -.. 11 13 -2 11 .3 22 32

1 
-10 6.7• 

Sales .•.•.......... . . 3 0 +a 4 . 7~ 2 3 - 1 4.7• 
Craftsmen ......... .. 19 13 +6 1 .s• 2 2 0 11.4 
Operatives . .. ........ 31 40 -9 14.3 22 21 + 1 13.2 
service ...... ... ..... 15 10 +5 29 .1 36 38 - 2 38.8 
Labor .... . ...... .. . . 6 10 -4 27.4 0 0 32.7 

Total. ........... . 99 100 99 100 
Nt ................ (498) (227) (372) (134) 

Non:.-AlumJI! of &outht-m high achoola uclucled Crom this t.ble. 
• Indicates 11011u-adition&I occupatiou. 
f Wei~ted; true Nia approlimstely 0.4 times N ehowu for all t.bl-. 

The eight major occupational groups are broad categories, and we can 
continue this investigation by looking at differences in the detailed occupa
tional classifications within each major group. In t able 2, we look within 
each major occupational group and see that Negroes from integrated 
schools are more likely to hold those occupations whose work force is less 
than 3 percent Negro, which we shall define as nontraditional (U.S. Bureau 
of the Census 1960, table 3, pp. 21-30). For example, 36 percent of Negro 
professionals from ·integrated schools are in the nontraditional professions, 
compared with 33 percent of Negro professionals from northern segregated 
schools. (Of course, in table 1 we saw that Negroes from segregated schools 
are less likely to be in the profes.5ions at all.) This is the smsllest difference 
in the table; the other differences are sharp even for such low-level em
ployees as operatives and service workers. 

We a.l3o see in table 2 that Negro women from integrated schools are 



Integration and Achievement of Negroes 

more likely to hold nontraditional occupations in the professions, and in 
clerical a.nd sales positions. There are no Negro female occupations in the 
general category of craftsmen, operatives, or service which are not more 
than 3 percent Negro. Managers, operators, proprietors, and laborers have 
been dropped from the table for both men and women because there is no 
classification of managers, etc., which is over 3 percent Negro and no classi
fication of laborers which is under 3 percent Negro. 

These two tables yield convincing evidence (at least for males) of our 
~eneral point that Negro alumni of integrated schools are in "integrated" 

TABLE 2 

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS FROM EACH MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL GROUP IN 
(DETAILED) OCCUPATIONS WHICH ARE LESS THAN 3 PERCENT NEGRO, 

BY INTEGRATION AND REGION OF HIGH SCHOOL, AND BY SEX 

(PERCENTAGE IN 0CCUPA'l'IONS LESS TRAN 3 PERCENT NEGRO) 

M.&ua hiu.s.za 

Rip School Wu Hip School w.., 

North, North, South, North, North, 
M.uoa Inte- Sesr ... Segre- Inte- Sear ... 

0CCllPAT%0.'Ut. gr:ited ptcd gated sratcd pted 
GBOVP (3) (3) (3) (3) (3) 

Professional .... 36 33 31 8 0 
(56) (18) (35) (49) (6) 

Clerics!, snles . . 19 13 30 58 43 
(67) (30) (49) (89) (47) 

Craftsmen ... .. 56 41 15 
(93) (29) (113) 

Operatives .. ... 4 0 0 

Service ... .. . .. 
(155) (91) (179) 

8 0 0 
(76) (22) (51) 

South. 
Segre-
o.ted 
(3) 

0 
(45) 

58 
(36) 

Non.-S~ t~t, differences among northem-edueated ~den~ eicui6cant p < .01 (one-tailed). 

jobs. In table 3, we see that those respondents who hold these nontraditional 
occupations within each major census classification tend to have higher 
incomes. In the case of males, those in nontraditional occupations have 
noticeably higher incomes in all five test groups. However, the pattern for 
females is completely mi:Xed, and apparently meaningless; for example, the 
very high correlation for Negro professional women is based almost entirely 
on the high income of Negro schoolteachers, a traditional occupation. 

One might argue that the Negroes in these nontraditional occupations 
are better qualified, and to some extent this is true. In table 4, we see that 
Negroes in nontraditional occupations tend to have higher educational at
tainment. However, observe that the association between education and 
nontraditionalism is weaker than the association between income and non
traditionalism; in table 4, 'Y iS generally lower than in table 3. (Our measures 
of education and income are distributed through five categories with ap
proximately the same marginals; therefore 'Y in both cases is comparable.) 
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In table 4, we again see no pattern for females. Those who have nontradi
tional occupations are not better educated. This is consistent with the idea 
that occupational discrimination and inequality is greater for Negro males 
than for Negro females. 

It seems a reasonable assumption that discrimination against Negroes in 
employment and the higher salaries in occupations which have few Negro~ 
is a result of competitive efi'orts on the part of white male employees to 
protect their economic situations (Hodge and Hodge 1965). If this is the 
'case, then it seems reasonable that wliite women, as a class more preoccu
pied with · family and less with occupational roles, would be less likely to 
press for a similar occupational pattern of discrimination against ·Negro 
women. 

Even so, Negro women still benefit occupationally from integrated 
schooling, according to these data. There are too few cases to make a truly 

TABLE ·3 · 

AsSOCIATION BETWEEN PERCENTAGE NEGRO (DETAILED OCCUPATIONAL 
. CATEGORIES) AND INCOME, WITHIN MAJOR 0CCUPATIONAL···

CATEGORIES, BY SEX 

.M.u.u 

0Cct!7ATtOl'IAL CATl:GO!Ultll .,. Total N 

· Professional... . ..... . ............ - .38 118 
Managers, owners, proprietors.. . . . . • 50 
Cleri~a! .~~d sa]~· .:.:_:..:_:...: .:.·...:.· ~-·-.:"'-'-~1- ____ _17'.3 __ • . 
Craftsmen. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . 21 303 
Operatives. .. . .............. . .... -.03 623 
Service . . .. . ........ : ......• .. . . ·. - .65. 209 
La.borers. ... .......... . ..... .. ... • 195 

.,. 
F'J:xALltll 

I 

Total N 

+ .42 108 
+1.0 13 
.. , .... __ .01___193 
+1.0 22 + .06 . . 236 
+ . 18 465 

• 3 

• When the dat3 are quartil~. there ill no variance in male managerial occuJ)ntiona, which have few 
Negroes without exception. or iD laboring occup:itiona, all of which h3ve ma.ny Negroes. 

-. ·.·:-:..-·;;.-==--::.- --- - - c .- __ _ _ ; T~B~,,4 - -.- - .-- -·--·:·-= .. ~-= 
AssOCIATION BETWEEN PERCENTAGE NEGRO IN DETAILED OCCUPATIONAL 

CATEGORIES AND EDUCATION, WITHIN MAJOR CENSUs 
OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES, BY SEX . 

MALU Fz:MALEll 

MAJOB. CATZOOB.T .,. Total N .,. T btal N 

Pro£essional .... .. .. ...... .' . . ..... - 15 118 + 52 113 
Managers, owners, proprietors . . . ... • 50 +LOO 13 
Clerical and sales ... . ....... .. .... - 41 177 12 204 
Craftsmen ................ . .. .. . . - 11 307 + 07 28 
Operatives .. . .. . . . ........ . . .. . .. - 03 635 + 01 251 
service . .. ... . .• . ... .. ... .. .••..• - 37 209 - 24 511 
Labor ......... . ...... -. ... .. ..... • 197 • 3 

• When the data are quo.rtiled, there ill no variance in male manageri:il occupationa, which have few 
Negroes without e:i:Ci!ption, or iD laboring oecupatiom, all of which have many Negroes. 
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firm statement, but table 1 shows the overwhelming majority of Negro 
profesfilonal women have been educated in integrated schools. 

Tables 5 and 6 show that Negroes who attend integrated high schools 
have higher occupational prestige and higher incomes. (Data on income for 
women is not presented; since so many women work part-time, the results 
are difficult to interpret.). The occupational prestige effect is considerably 
stronger for women than for men. The differences for men do not reach the 

TABLE 5 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF STUDENTS FROM INTEGRATED 

AND SEGREGATED HIGB SCHOOLS 

R!:OION AND L'"z GBAnoN OP Rlau SarooL 

North, North, Soutb, 
OcCUP.o.TIONAL Sr4TITS Integrated Segreg11ted Sccrepted 

Mean occupation prestige, men ... . 35.7 34.0 34.6 
Standard deviation .............. 12,3 12.6 13.8 

Total N .. . .. . .............. .. (489) (229) (494) 

Mean occupation prestige, women .. 36.1 31.3 31.6 
Standard deviation . ... . ......... 13.9 12.6 16.3 

Total N .... .. ........... .. ... (372) (136) (384) 

NOTB:.-Effect of integration for northern ma!C! N.S.; dl"ect for females, 11 < .01 (one-tailed): occupation
al prestige scores developed at NORC b:r Robert W. Hodge, Paul M. Siegel, and Peter H. Ros.si. 

TABLE 6 

MEDIAN INCOME OF ALUMNI OF SEGREGATED 

AND INTEGRATED HIGH SCHOOLS, FOR M.u.ES 

H1cm SCHOOL Ia 

North, 
Br:x Integrated 

Males. . . . • . . . . . . $5454 
(493) 

North, 
Segregated 

$5110 
(247) 

.05 level of significance, but they are in the predicted direction and are not 
small. The difference between the median annual income of alunmi of inte
grated and segregated high schools is $344 per year for males. Some of this 
can be attributed to age (with the increasing number of segregated schools, 
young Negroes do not have as much opportunity for integration) but more 
than $200 difference remains after an age control has been introduced in 
table 7.t 

1 The summary statistic used in table 7 is a net partial difference formed by taking a 
weighted average of the differences across each row or column of the table. 
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There are only 300 male graduates of northern high schools in the sample, 
so it is not possible to estimate accurately the real dollar return resulting 
from an integrated education. The young Negro men from broken homes in 
this sample are more likely to have gone to integrated schools, and men 
from stable homes earn approximately $600 more per year when educational 
attainment, age, and high school integration are controlled. When family 
stability is introduced as a control, the effect of integration rises sharply, 
to $390. 

Much of the income difference is due to the higher education of alumni 
of integrated schools. The average high school graduate, (including those 
with college) earns about $800 more per year than the average person who 
did not finish high school (again, controlling for integration, age, and 

- tantll.Y-sta:bility). Since 20 percent more students from integrated high 

TABLE 7 

INco'!'.fE OF ALUMNI OF SEGREGATED AND I~TEGRATED 
HIGH SCHOOLS, FOR MALES, WITH BACKGROUND 

v A.RUBLES CONTROLLED 

Additioual Variables Included 

None ..• •••• • • • •.• • ..••. • .••..•...... 
Age ...•... .•...... .•.. ....•..••. .... 
Age, stability of family of origin .•...•• • 
Age, educational attainment .•......... 
Age, educational attsinroent, and stabili-

ty of family of origin ... ·- ..•.••••.•. 

Iocrease ID Annual lo
come (Median1J l>ue to 
Rish School Iotcgration 
for Mala <Rounded to 

Tcn·Dollat Onita) 

s 340 
s 220 
s 390 
s- 40 

$ 210 

schools graduate (Crain, forthcoming), we would expect the increased 
educational attainment to increase the income of alumni of integrated 
schools by. about $200 per year. We have computed two estimates of the 
effect of integration independent of education in table 7. With only age as 
an additional control, we remove all of the effect of integration; but when 
we use f a.mily stability also, we have $210 remaining independent of educa
tion. Clearly, a larger sample is needed to make this estimate; but until one 
appears (which, we suspect, will not be soon) we must assume that integra
tion has a net effect on income, independent of other variables including the 
higher educational attainment which also results from integration, of about 
SIOO per year-not a small difference over the forty- to fifty-year working 
life of an adult male. Lifetime income of alumni of integrated schools is in
creased about $10,000; '!Ve estimate that only two-thirds of this amount is 
due to differences in educational attainment. Note that higher educational 
attainment is not a very parsimonious explanation of the fact that Negroes 
from integrated schools are more likely to work in nontraditional occupa
tions. In the remainder of this pa.per we will argue that alumni of integrated 
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schools make more money because they are more likely to associate with · 
whites; they have integrated jobs for the same reason they are more likely 
to live in integrated neighborhoods. 

THE JOB-FINDING PROCESS 

.The findings of tables 5 and 6-that alumni of integrated schoo13 have 
better jobs and earn more money-is reasonable if one assumes that having 
informal contacts into the white job market is the crucial factor. Tables 
8-12 provide some evidence for this point of view. Table 8 gives the re
sponses to the question, "How did you find your present (or last) job?" and 

/ 

TABLE 8 

A NSWERS TO QUESTION ON SOURCE 
OF PRESENT JOB 

Source 

Family .. • ................. 
Friends ................... . 
Union ...•................. 
Want ads ... . ............. . 
State employment ......... . 
Private employment ....... . 
Visiting prospects .... . ..... . 
Ask previous employer ..... . 
.Hizh school. .............. . 
College ..... . . . ........... . 
Other ..... : .............. . 

National 
Sample · 

C3 ) 

14 
24 

1 
7 
8 
4 

24 
2 
1 
3 

16 

Total................... 102 
N....................... (566)• 

Negro 
Sample 

(3) 

13 
25 
3 

10 
10 
7 

18 
2 
0 
1. 

10 

99 
(3,537) 

•Unweighted N for natiow ~plo aged 21-4.5, who han 
worked within the past two year.. 

compares the responses of the Negroes in our northern metropolitan sample 
and those of a national sample. The similarities a.re more striking than the 
differences, and in general the results point up the importance of informal 
means of communication in the job hunt .. On the whole, the findings are 
quite consistent with Sheppard and Belitsky's (1967) study on job seeking. 
Although only a little more than one-third of. the respondents say that 
family or friends ref erred them to. their present job, another one-quarter 
of the national sample and one-sixth of the Negro sample mentioned "visit
ing plants" as the way in which they found employment. This presumes that 
the respondent had some idea of what plants to visit; in a large city, this 
requires more than a. casual knowledge of the la.bor market. The largest 

. differences between the Negroes and the national sample are in this cate
gory. It may well be that Negroes anticipate disc.rimination and hence are 
less willing to make the grand tour of possible employers. Negroes use 
fox:mal means of obtaining job referrals, such as the union, newspaper ad-

0 
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vertisements, and public or private employment services more than whites 
do and use family and friends as a referral method less often. 
· The next question is what kinds of persons are useful sources of inf orma.
tion about jobs? In the absence of data, we will make two straightforward 
assumptions: first, we assume that better-educated persons are more valu
able contacts, since they may have more general knowledge, more influence, 
or may know more precisely what management wan~ in t.he way of-qu·~-

TABLE g -· 

PERCENTAGE OF REsPONDENTS WHO SAY THEY COULD. SEEK ADVICE FROl,f°:A 
FRIEND WHO ls A COLLEGE GRADUATE, BY INTEGRATION op·-- -. -- · · ; 

_ ._ HIGH SCHOOL, EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, ANO SEX ·: --· 

Males: 
No college .•. ...... · ...... : .. : .. : ... . 

Some college or college graduate ..... . . 

Northern. 
I11tegrateci 

(3) 

62 .. 
(354) 

82 

Tnz or Htdll_ !!C"!OOL 

North~m. 
Segrepted 

(3) . 

44 

Females: _ _ _ - - -- · -
(f64) ---· .. . -

(212) . 
85 . ~ . 

(4B)-~ 

No college ... . ::--:.--:-:-: . . .. - . . ....... . 

Some college' or college grad~te .... : :. . 

47 
(536) 

65 
(130) 

TABLE 10 

33 
(257)" 

78 
{56) 

Southern. .. _ 
Segregated 

-(3) 

45 
(427) 

75 
(120) 

35 
(636) 

69 
{147) 

KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER JOB OPPORTUNITY, BY.SEX, EDUCATION, AND 
CONTACT WITH A COLLEGE GRADUATE (PERCENTAGE) . 

PEBCDiTACE K.~o""!No 01' .ANona:it Jo•, 
BT E!>UCA T'IOl!r"° - -

Ser AND Co.vr•CT wrnr Eighth Some High Higb School Atte11deci 
COLLEQE Gll.l.Pt7.U"Jr Grade School Graduate Collep 

Males: :: ..- · : .~ -- ': -- --.. -. -... . -_:~ 
With college graduate-contact.· • • • 32 37 41 52 

{217) . (414) .. (365) (332) 
Without college graduate contact. 29 17 21 

(184) (185) (122) (30) 
Difference . .... ... ... ... . ... ... +a +'20 +20 

Females: 
With college graduate contact .... 22 29 39 53 

(148) (459) (437) (297) 
Without college graduate contact. 20 19 24 

(177) (372) (212) (58) 
Difference . .. . - . . - ... .. .... . . - . +2 +10 +15 

--

Nore.-Net effect of college graduate contact, amon& those with !Ugh school educatio11 or less: maim, 
153; females, 10,..,. 
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fications. Second, we assume that whites know more about higher-paying 
jobs than Negroes do. Negroes who attend integrated schools are more likely 
to associate with whites in later life, and have a double advantage in that 
their contacts with whites also bring them into contact with persons ~ho are 
better educated. Respondents were asked whether they could go for advice 
to a relative or friend who was a. college graduate. (They were not asked 
what race the relative or friend was.) Respondents who attended integrated 

TABLE 11 

CoNTACTS WITH WHITES AND KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER JOB, 
BY SEX AND EDUCATION OF RESPONDENT 

(PERCENTAGE KNOWING OF ANOTHER JOB) 

CoNTACT wrra Warn:s 

Sa AND EDUCATION Low (0) (1-2) (3-4) High (5) 

Men, high education ............•. 55 20 52 
(30) (45) (64) (215) 

Men, low education ............... 24 25 32 29 

Women, high education ............ 
(261) (332) (359} (541) 

34 41 43 
(30) (64) (58) (203) 

Women, low education ..........•. 12 20 29 30 
(444) (487) l386) ~488) 

Nan.-For meu. net efr~t of contact with whites, independent of education .. +4. For women, net . 
dect of contact with whites, independent of ed11caLion = +12. . 

TABLE 12 
I 

PERCENTAGE KNOWING OF ANOTHER JOB BY PRESENT CONTACT WITH WHITES, 
/ BY FREQUENCY OF FRIENDS' VISITS, AND BY SEX 

(PERCENTAGE NAMING ANOTHER EMPLOYER) 

./ Pm:aKNT CONTACT wrm Wmns I 

FaltQtrENcr or VtsITe Low Medium High 

Males: 
Few days per week ............. 34.9 33.8 38.3 

,(189) (281) (399) 
Once per week ...... . .•.. .. . . .• 19.6 14.2 24.1 

(112) (134} (170) 
Less than once per week .. : . .... 33.0 30.5 39.6 

(179) . (190) (182) 
Females: 

Few days per week . ...•. . .. . ..• 20.3 32.6 35 .8 
(301} (276) (338) 

Once per week ....... ..... . . ... .. 13.8 27.1 28. 6 

Less than once per week . ... . . .. 
(160) (207) (154} 

12.0 20.5 32.2 
(249) . (273) (208) 

Nan.-Net ell'ects (first col. VB. third col.): For men, net effect of contact with whites, independent of 
Ti.siting= +399, net effect of visiti~, independent of white contact= +13. For women, net effect of 
contact with whites, independent of visiting == +113, net eJiect of visiting, independent of white contnct co 
+scr... . . 
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schools are not more likely to have relatives who are college graduates, but 
they are considerably more likely to have college-educated friel:lds, as shown 
in table 9. In this table, there is essentially no difference among northern
educated respondents who had themselves attended college; ·1n all cases, 
they were likely to have college-educi:i.ted friends,-Southern-niigrants are at 
a slight disadvantage here,-posSibly because they have migrated after ·com
pleting their education and thus have left their .college classmates behind. 
There is a sliglit tendency for ·r emales with some college ~du cation who at
tended segregated high schools to report more college-=educateq friends, but 
the _ _!!:i!.!U~~ of such cases is- tiny. When we turn to responden~ who them-

·- -selves did not ·attend college, we find that those who attended-integrated 
b.igb schools have very distinct advantages, while alumni of segregated 
northern high schools are no more likely to have a college-educated friend 
available than a.re migrants who attended southern high schools. Since 
alumni of integrated high schools have more white contacts; it seems safe 
to assume that many of these college graduate f!"i~J?..d~_a,re_whl~ _ 

From ~his point, the chain of a.rgun1en"t" is" supported indirectly by the evi
-derice. We hypothesize that beJ,ter:-educated friends are more likely t.o know 
of job opportunities. This"iS supported by table 10, which shows that those 
respondents who do have college graduate cont.acts-~consiaerably more 
likely t.o be able t.o·nan£aii employer who would hire them.• Notice that the 
differences :ire greater for respondents who themselves have some high 
school or are high school graduates. This is coilsistent·with tlie possibility 

. that college graduate contacts and other persons that these respondents 
could use for referrals would be more familiar with occupations requiring 
a.t least minimal educational qualifications. Or it may be ~hat respondents 
with less than eighth-grade e~U5!.ations have access to-lo~-:SUffiis JObS wb.ich 
are easier·to learn about, and which require fewer personal referrals. 

. Table 11 shows that respondents who have wb.ite friends know ·of more 
job opportunities than those with fewer wb.ite contacts. The results for 
males, however, a.re quite weak; the differences for females are considerably 
stronger. It is possible. that Negroes with high levels of white contact are 
more gregarious in general, and the fact that their friends are white is ir
relevant. Table 12 considers th.is argument by controlling Ciii""tlie response 
to, "How often do friends and relatives visit your home?" In general, con
tact with whites is a more important factor than t.otal amount of home 

· visiting. (We have no explanation for the curyiline~ p_attem for -males in 
the effect of amount of visiting OD knowledge of a job.) 
· · · Table 13 closes this part of the argument bY.'.showing that alumni of inte
grated schools are more likely to name a prospective employer. This is not 
the case for respondents under tb.irty; but the differenc.es among older re-
spondents are ·quite large for both sexes. . 

We ha~e presented data showing that part of the effect of school integra
tion on occupational achievement can be attributed t-0 the effect of high 

•The net pa.rti31 percentage dilference in table 10 is eomputed in the same manner as the 
net partial difference in medians (seen.. 1). 

604 



Integration· and Achievement of Negroes 

contact with whites on job-seeking behavior. There are other effects as well; 
alumni of integrated schools are more likely to have attended · college and 
score higher on an efficacy scale, which itself is associated with more aggres
sive job seeking. (Efficacious persons are more likely to know of another 
job, controlling for sex and educational attainment.)• 

Both tables 11 and 13 indicate a stronger pattern of effects for females 
than for males. This is consistent with tables 5 and 6 which showed that the 

· etf ects of school integration were generally more pronounced for f ernales 
than for males. It is difficult to decide upon a convincing explanation for 

TABLE 13 

EIIOB SCHOOL INTEGRATION AND KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER JOB 
BY AGE AND SEX OF RESPONDENT 

(PERCENTAGE N AMINO ANOTHER EMPLOYER) 

lira!! SCllOOL 'hn'zOMTIOll 

North, North, 
Acm .ut11 Sa Integrated Segrei:ated South 

Males: 
Under 30 . ............ 38 38 38 

"»-39 ... . ............ ~ 
(212) 

10 
(169) 

30 
(202) 

40+ ..... . ........... 40 
(195) 

15 
(68) 

24 
(189) 

Females: 
(106) (27) (152) 

Under 30 . ............ 35 34 0 21 

24 
(306) (174) (2~8) 

30-39 ••. . ...........• 18 27 

40+ .... .!. .......... (237) {78) (317) 
30 19 20 

(106) {53) (200) 

this, but one possibility is that the good jobs for employed women are white
coll&r positions in small offices rather than in larger plants. Thus a Negro 
male high-status employee may be a member of a large firm-he may hold 
a supervisory position in a factory, for example-and thus would have less 
difficulty in locating an employer. The working woman who wants a white
colla.r job might find that most of her possible employers have small offices 
where informal contacts a.re regularly. used in recruitment. · 

CONCLUSIONS 

There a.re so many possible ways in which interracial contacts might benefit 
the Negro job seeker that it is difficult to say what part of the process is 
most important. Only one-quarter of our s::unple stated that they obtained 
their present job through friends, but this did not mean that the other three-

'Unpublished tabulation. Sheppard and Belitsky show that unemployed workers with 
high need for achievement hunt for jobs more aggressively. 
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quarters did not benefit from informal contact. Even the most casual infor
mation a.bout employment can be valuable, and such information tends to 
filter through the social system in many ways. One irony is that if a si:rigl~" _ ·; 
Negro is hired by a large plant, there are more white employees who know · -. 
that the firm is integrated than there are Negroes; thus we arrive at.th~ · ·· -
curious hypothesis that whites will have more information about jobs which -
are becoming "open" than will Negroes. · - - · - =· 
_ !~ general,. the argument that has been advanced here does not hinge 

·-- upon actual job discrimination. In the absence of all discrimination and 
prejudice, American Negroes would still suffer the consequences of racial ·· 
segregation in housing, voluntary associations, and informal social relations. 
These consequences are not merely psychic or social in character; they can 
be measured in crude monetary tenns as well. The public school thus be-; 
comes a doubly important instrument of social mobility for Negroes; in 
addition to its obvious educational value, it provides an opportunity to 
begin building the interracial associations which permit an escape from the 
ghetto. 
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REVOLUTION ASKED "disappear" if it did not become comes part and parcel or a had been told that Mr. Barak& prl:liumpluous for a Jewi$h when: I he lives as I I\" example justice - "among many" - on ing grass roots vitality and 
"revolutionary .. " . structure that "must be de· had accepted a.n invitation to agency even to appear to be Of church passivity. He Slid which he said the church must that "we are In the bcginnlng 

IN U.S. CHURCHES Addressing the opening ses· d ., . speak and l11at his talk was to making fa] judgment !or main that he had not seen any white acL These Included, he said, stages of a great revival or 
sion ot the council's triennial 

strore · · focus on the third world nations, 
llne Protestants" and that It ministers "trying to stop mis· an "unholy alliance" between religion." 

general assembl~ meeting. Mr. 
Anti-Semitism Charged not the domestic scene. 

would be a mistake to distort ~ulded racists and blgos" who big-power govemmenta and 
'J'he appearance or the poet Two ObseTVeCS here rrom (he e said were tryin to halt black Baraka, former y known as Mr. Baraka's appearance as a large corporations that ex· $5,000 Stolen During Mass 

Baraka Says Otherwise Leno! Jones, declared that the and playwright caused a stir American Jewish Coll)mlttee- "black-Jewish confrontation." development In a ~redomlnanL· ploitcd poor countries for the 
United States was a "major here when 1t became known one of them a Presbyterian lay 

Context Cited 
ly white neighbor ood. world's affluent. JNDIAJl(APOLIS, Dec. 2 (AP) 

, They Will 'Disappear' - primitive obstruction Jn the that the Anti-American '-"~Pue pastol'-~upported the leaglle's ( He called on the churches to At the morning session, Mrs. - TWo young -gunmen hand· 
path or prog.ress," committed of B'nai ., .... charges tliat Mr. Baraka was Mr. Baraka, who was asked support self-determination for Theodore 0. Wedel, president cuffed a man and his son, tried 

1· to "money, sex and violence" to send two i;;a; ·observers r ntiwhitc and anti-Semitic. Tiley earlier to comment on the African people ''In the United ~ the national council, said unsuccessfully to hAndcuff two 
: ' By ELEANOR BLAU instead of "representative or to the conference because orited examples, Including a line league'• statement, said at a States and worldwide." · t at her travels around the retired nuns and took about 

$pedal t• TIM Xr'lf l'o•ll 1'hHI proportional government and what lt termed his . "violently from his poem "Blnclt Art" that new conference that remarks 'Unholy Alliance' " country since her election three SS,000 In money and checks 

DALLAS, Dec. 4 - lmanu the equitable distribution -of anti·Scmilic writlni;s." said,, "We. want poems like fisll •bout Jewa In his works could years ago had convinced her Sunday in the basement or a 
wealth." Benjamin Epstein, !llatlonal beat1ns niggers out of Jock~ !Jr be seen as antl·Senlllic only if J~ the meeting's ope.n!ng ses· that Interest In ecumenism was Romon Catholic church while 

Amiri Baraka, the writer and Tho church may make loftk director of the league, s.aid that dagtcr pooJ11s In lhc ~luny they were taken out of context. slon the Most Rev. Patrick growing, despite widespread mass was In progress. The 
black militant leader, told the statements, he ~id, but tr t he had written to the council's bell es of f.h~ owner-Jews. Mr. Baraka cited the current Flo s, Roman Catholic Awe· dissatls!action with. the struc- police said the money had been 
National Council or Churches Is "coMected with the United general secretary, cltlni; In· . However, tho observers said eontrovcr5y over the building iii~ Bishop of San Antonio, tures of ecumenical bodies. She collected at four weekend 
today that the church would States or America;• then it be· stances or such writings, but that It woul!l be "improper and DI Kawaida Towers ln Newark, cite five areas of social In· said that the church was gain- masses at Holy Spirit church. 
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PRES BYT€RY +OF+ new+ YORK+ CITY 

The United Presbyterian Churc~ in the U.S.A. 

7 W~S·T 11th STREET, NEW YORK 11, NEW YORK /TBLE~HONE WAtkins 4-5620 

January 16, 1970 

· Dear Coll~e: 

. Yesterday thirty of us representing the religious cammmity of New York 
City, met at the Centra1 ~sbyterian Church and resolved to raise the bails 
of the fourteen Black Panthers who h~ve been in prison here since April 2nd·, 
19.69. We will ·attempt to do this by raising multiples of $105,000 for each 
of them by next Wednesday at 2 PoM~ This is the way: 

$ S,OOOoOO cash (or ·bank passbook with interest protected) 
50,000oOO collateral (stocks, p~perty or jewelry) 
so,000.00 guaranteed signat~s 

$1o5,obdoOO Total 

Why the hurry? Because the pre~tr.ial: .hearings" ~gin('an Mol"i$.y ,February 
·2nd and the on],.y chance of giving the ·lie to the notion .that Black Panthers 
are bail-jumpers and are not to be trusted, is .for them to be free and appear 
in court under their own reoognizance. That's a risk, you say. Yes, but 
miniscule. AS long as other Panthers are being arrested, no one of· them is 
goi.Dg to deser:t ·his brother or sister and prejudice his chance fo~" freedc:rn by 

· jumping bail. However, it is absolutely necessary that they be free in order 
to help their attorneys prepare their defenseo 

What's been done? Two churches·- Good Shepherd-Faith and Sto Mark's in the 
Bowery have pledged their buildings as collateral, and the City. Mission Society 
is seriously considering enctmlbe.ring its Minisink Town House also. Moreover, 
one denominational executive has agreed to put up $5, 000 of his · discretionary 
fund for bail premium and two pastors have agreed to use $5,000 each of the~ 
own _personal ··I"esources- .as- collaterah-:-·This- -is--real -testimony-of -t-he· chur.ches-- ~~ - -

·being the Church. · · 

I am enclosing copies of this letter so you can share it with persons whan 
you believe will help either in contributing cash, putting up collateral, or 
signing to guarantee the last $50,000. F.a.ch kind of help is .needed desperately. NOW! 

The issue is not the fate of the Black Panthers. It is the guarantee of free
dom for all .Americans to be judged innocent . until proven guilty. Ercde that free
dom for one, regardless of how heinous the alleged crime, and -you;: have eroded it 

· for all. 

Hoping to see you, with money, this Wednesday, January 21st at 2 PoM. at 
Central Presbyterian Church, 64th Street and Park Avenueo 

Fratemall yours , 

v.) ~~ 
General Presbyter 

RPJ:rnrl 
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The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 

165 East 56th Street 
New York 22, Nev York 

Date ~ f -fr (/7<f: 
H .tNENBAUM I . 

FR~-t: 

TO: 

__ For Approval 

Pl•u• Handle . --
Read and Return --

__ Returned a• Requt:.1t~d 

~~ Telephone Me 

__ Your Ce1ment1·, Pleaae 

RatARJ<S : 
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BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS IN EARLY AMERICAN ·HISTORY, .1654-1865 

Bertram W. Korn 
American Jewish Historical Society. and 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, New Y,ork 

Harold Isaacs, "Back to' Africa," ~ Yorker, May 13, 1961, quoted by 
Horace Mann Bond, "Howe and Isaacs in the Bush: The Ram in the Thicket,". 
Apropos of Africa (compiled and edited by A. C. Hill and M. Kilson}, 
(London, 1969), p . 288: 

"I had the small but faintly consoling thought that ~ 
ancestors, whatever other sins they might have been com
mitting at the time, were sequestered in some Eastern European 
ghetto, and could not have been among the slavers who waited 
out there [beyond Elmina] on those ships." 

Rabbi I. B. Koller, Congregation B'nai B'rith, Santa Barbara, Calif., 
in a letter to the Jewish~ (Indianapolis)! May 3, 1974: 

. "Why should Jews be made to pay the price for past and 
present black disadvantages? After all, how many Jews 
owned slaves? How many Jews, after arriving in the USA 
between 1900 and 1920, displaced blacks, made fortunes at 
their expense or became party to southern Jim Crowism or 
Northern neglect?" 

Maxwell Whiteman, "Jews in the anti-slavery movement," 
The Kidnapped and the Ransomed, The narrative of Peter and Vina Still 
after forty years of slavery (Phila., 1970), p. 41: 

" ••• a small number of Southern Jews were involved in 
slaveholding [in 1853]." 

I. COLONIAL PERIOD 

a. The inventory of the estate of· the outstanding New Amsterdam/New York 
Jew (Asser Levy d. 1682) reports his ownership of "one negro boy" • . 

b. Almost every stable Jewish house.hold of any substance, Nor.th or South, 
possessed at least one slave. 

c. Newport, R.I. census of 1774 lists only two Jewish families without slaves. 

d . Of forty-one wills of Jews probated in N~w York, 1704-1799, only fourteen 
refer specifically to slaves, three providing for manumission - but this 
does not prove the others did not own slaves. 

e. Jacob Rodriques Rivera (1717•1789) of Newport owned 12 slaves; Levi 
Sheftall (1739-1809) of Savannah 44; Francis Salvador (1747-1776} of 

· South Carolina 40. fjo....,J-...)'\~ ~ · 

f.~s in the slave-t~ade: Isaac Dacosta ·and Moses ~indo of Charleston; 
Simha de Torres, Isaac .Levy and Jacob Franks of New Yor.k; Aaron Lopez 
of Newport - the most distinguished Newport Jew, perhaps of all the 
colonies: at least one slave ship on the seas each year for ten years; 

g. 

Negro workers engaged in weaving and chocolate~ing for him; black ,,...:Ji-..· 
customers, both slave and free . b ~t.A ~ ; ~~ i\ ~'!.,\,<-<-{~~ 

. . t ~ ,~ 
Shearith Israel of New Yo_rk City hired two slaves from a widow and used 
other blacks in the building of a new synagogue in 1729. 
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h. No record of ideological opposition ~o slavery on the part of Jews 
during the colonial period. 

II. NATIONAL PERIOD 

a. 1790 census: in South Carolina, of 73 identifiable Jewish heads of 
households, 34 owned one or more slaves; to a total of l~l. Abraham 
Cohen of Georgetown held the most, 21. 

b. 1820 census: over three-fourths of the Jews in Richmond, Charleston 
and Savannah, owned slaves; .only one out of three in Baltimore; only 
one out of 18 in New York. Of 74 identifiable Jewish households. in 
New York, 21 include4 free blacks, to a total of 29. One of those who 
did not own any in 1820, Jacob Levy, Jr., nad manumitted six ~laves in 
1817. 

c. 1840 census : 62 identifiable Jews in New Orleans - although there must 
have been several hundred households in the city: only 7 held no slaves, 
55 owned ·348. 

d. 1850 census : Mobile - 31 out of 72 identifiable Jewish heads of house
holds owned 90 slaves. 

e. 33 of 129 wills of Southern Jews (1790-1865) in th~ American Jewish Archives 
collections refer to the ownership and dis~sition of 132 slaves; it is 
likely that others owned slaves without enumerating them. 

f. Jews in business frequently had dealings in slaves - as storekeepers, . 
auctioneers, commission merchants. A few Jews were slave-traders, in
cluding Solomon Cohen of Atlanta and Augusta , Ga; B. Mordecai of 
Charleston, who purchased $12,000. worth of slaves in a single sale in 
1859; Levy Jacobs of New Orleans and Mobile; and the Davis family of 
Petersbur9 and Richmond, Va., the only Jews mentioned by Harriet Beecher 
Stowe in A Key !2. Uncle Tom's Cabin. 

g.lf Surinam was the only place in the Western Hemisphere where enslaved oi I free blacks were regularly converted to Judaism. The constitutions of 
~ongregations in Riclunond, Charleston and New Orleans re~tricted member-
ship to white Jews. A e,1ack girl, Lucy Marks, __ wa.s ___ l;).,-g_~!_~~-in_the-.Mik:veh 

, Israel cemetery of Philadelphia in 1838 as a full member of the cong~egation. 

lone Jewisnolack, . "Ofd Billy," regularly--atfe-ndecrser-v'ices in Charleston un
til his death in 1860. Rabbis, cantors, presidents of congregations, owned 
slaves, even participated in the slave-trade within the u.s. 

h. A few Jews were active in the Pennsylvania and New York City abolition 
societies from their founding. Moses Judah was a member .of the Standing 
Committee of ·the New York Socie.ty for the Manumission of Slaves in 1806-1809; 
Rebecca Hart was an officer for many· years of the Female Anti-Slavery Society 
of Philadelphia:. 24 Philadelphia Jews sent a petition to the Senate in 1838, 
favoring the abolition of slavery ·in the District of Columbia. In 1835 Henry 
Hyams of Donaldsonville, La., was a leader at an anti-abolitionist meeting 
and served on a vigilante committee to oppose anti-slavery activity and 
propaganda . 

i .. Few Jews active in the strongly .Protestant-flavored abolitionist movement 
of the 1850's, but some Jews were strongly in favor of abolition: Rabbi 
David Einhorn of Baltimore; "the '48er Michael Heilprin: . Lewis Naphtali 
Denibitz of Louisville; Isidor Bush, another '48er and Missouri politician. 
Jews like Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise protested at the apparent indifference ot 
abolitionist leaders to Jewish ¢uffering. 
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~ ,,,_ j. The famous sernion The Bible View of Slavery by Rabbi Morris J. Raph;<ll 
~~?, .(, 1f of New York Cit , ~- 4, 1861, and its refutations by~~.U.~in and Einborn. 

v k. No uniform Jewish v.iew xpressed ·by the Board of Delegates of American 
Israelites or the Independent Order of B'nai B'rith, the only national 

~ ~ Jewish organizationS-of any significance. 

~II. JEWS IN THE PERCEPTION OF BLACKS 
~., 

~"\( 
a. Jews as owners and/or husbands of black women .and nu.:ilattos, and fathers of 

black/mulatto children, of whom the most notable was Francis CardozotSc, 
~ 

b.. Jews as receivers of stolen goods from · blacks, as peddlers supplying . 
cheap clothing and notions to blacks. fl 7 "!. _ Cl-...vJl.~ , }G.:' ~ ~ ~ · 

c. _jJews as aliens/non-Christians. · S-~ ~ ~ Vf.-..~;::~ L::.. ""{4 ~ 
'"""Sf ~ ""Yt......K vb~- :J::r-~~. -~~~r·-,,fk?r~7 ~ 

PJ. SOME FACTS OF JEWISH EXISTEN L:.. ~ ~ ~ ~ -0 ~ --~[:"v fV.A.J 

· · a. Jewish "~iberalism" detache from Jewish teaching unt.il late 1880' s -VY:~ 4 ·~ 
l ~t 4 (Emil G. Hirsch, t!'ien Joseph Krauskopf, Stephen S. Wise, etc • ., ) ,..,(....;, ~ 
~ . f' ~ ~ other thancD@d E~ho"i]:;::> No "so<;:ial action" references in reports 

---~~~: R ~~ of Philadelphia· conference ofeform rabbis, 1869 • . 

"I/Iv~ b. Jewish conqregations in Amsterd'am, London, New York, still contributing r 
to the redemption of ~ewish slaves ~nd captives o~~:1 Eastern 0~~ 
Europe and in North Africa until late 18th century. - ~ ~ i\f ~ ~ ·bl "c,kov-

c. Were Jews able to achieve higher recognition in South prior to the 
Civil War partly because of the victimization of the blacks? 

rl 0 ~ ,r;v-,(A< 

---- American Merchant Prince (Detroit, 1970}. · 

Isaac M. Fein, "Baltimore Jews During the Civil War," American Jewish Historical 
Quarterly, Dec. i961, pp. 67-96. · 

Max J. Kohler, "The Jews and the American Anti:-Sl~ver.y. Movement ," Publication of 
The American Jewish Historical Society , No 5 (1897}, pp. 137-55 . 
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. *JEUS AND THE t\FRICi~N HORLD 
··-

Internatio~al Implications~ Israel, Islam, 
Blacl~. Muslims, Africa a~ci The Third Horld. 

By . 

John Henrik Claike 

Uhcn the real .. trcigedy ·of jjlack-Jewish reJ..ations is finally 

iclent.ifieci I think i,t :will be t~e . dictionClry C)Ud how we 

have I?-isused its words. Here is · a .cas~ whe~e semantics 

ch~n3e depending, on 'j/J:. is .listening .and . what they are 
. . 

listening for. Your listener will o~ten hear what you 

did not say and ig,_,_ore \?hat y.ou said. The t5.tle for this -. ... ....... . . ... 

conference is a good example of a ~ ~oor and unimaginative 

use of ,.7ords. · Hhat . ex.a~tly do we mean by Black-Jcmir.h 

that there are Blacks who are also Jews, . .. _ ........ . 

. . . ' .. · 

~·~Prcpar.ed for the Naticnal Cc~:1sult.::tion on :!3}.c.:c~~-·J.:::~:i.s'.-: l:::;!1 . .:i ·d_-ons 
l. . I u . . ''T ' • , 1 r:, J c ., n • r -· I •:ts c ni.versJ.ty, h tlsmrJ.J __ e., lt!nness·2~, unc _; .. .!.. ,~ , LJ ,-; .• 

-.. ... . ... . 

·.•::. . . ,.:_ .:.~ 
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Because we do not understand each other's semantics, we 

may not understand each other's intentions. There is a 

prevailing unreadiness here, and the two people in America 

who have the greatest need to come together are at each 

other's throats, because they cannot work out the terms 

of alliance . 

Before coming here we should have worked out an operational 

definition of an alliance, and what each party was e~p~cted 

to give or get . We may now be, sadly, witnessing some 

minutes of the last meeting. Defore taking leave of each 

other, if we are unwise enough to do so, we s hould at least 

understand why our attempt at making an alliance failed. 

Because powerful peopl e never make real alliances with powerless 

people, we may have to take leave of each other and come back 

together again at a l ater day when both of us can respect 

the power ·and the needs of the other . 

-- - -.._------- - - - - - -· -
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There is a genuine confiI~l betWeen Black and Jewi~h people:; 

and this conflict has international implications. ~e can 

not deal with this conflict honestly vntil we call it by 

its correct name and examine its origin and development. 

African people the world over have no culture or religious 

fight with Jewish ·pco?le-. ~-Ye ~.ome out of pluralistic soc

ieties, of our own making, where we live.d s:i.cle . by si.de with 

a multiplicity of ct1ltures and religions, most of the t:tmc 

in peace. Cultural and religious tolerence is part of our 

heritage as a peopl~. If we were disposed to be against 

any culture or reli3ion it wou19 probably not be Jewish 

culture an~ _xeligion that had part of its early dcvelo~mcrrt 

in Africa. 

Now that I have eliminated culture .:::;r:.cl re U.gion as th.-:; basi!; 

of the Black-Jewish .conflicts, precisely whot is the confli~t 

about? It is about power and the e~ergin3 expectations of 

most of the ·worlds people, ~·1ho until r~centJ.y, were r•.lled by 

Europcans
1
or people of Europesn extraction. 

the confli~t is not about is.anti-Semitism. . .. . .. . 

The one t::.15_n.~ 

T~l0r~ ~~ •:1 ~o~1o" 1 j <=· ....... - v .. _ .. \'V --·- --

t-1idc Black-White conflict '·1hich is par~ of the bi~oa<ler cer:.~'.l:!.ct 

betm:~en EUl~opean and not!-:::'.:u_rcpean pco;:lc. Afric~ri p..::'.!Y:.:l~ ,~:t•~ 

on one side of that coL1f:lict <Jnd tlic people we n<:.::·;;: :::.) .::--:: J·"-:-.;c 

arc on the other Didc,. 
... ···-

Ill ~1.,; <" '" ".1 pn;• ~.1l1"'1 I U'"'"" f·i~. · \. ,".·, .. :_-c"1:-. - ·L , . ._, ..... ~ ... , ... , ... ,. "'' · \,..,;"' .. .,,.,.._ -··~·. - "' 

· Jews er JeHish p~ople. . . . 
E'..!ropcrnn descent, >JhosG culi.:t.1n:~: c.kvc lop~"~ent, ~~ 'J. ~·~ : .::.1.:L tic~-.· J .. . . . -:·· 

·' 
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What has happened?. A revolt at the: 

1) bottom of the pecking order. 

2) Black stagnation at the door to the promised land. 

The tragedy of people being out power. 

Struggle the highest form of education. 
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. l oyalty is Eu~opean. This political l oyalty to Europe and the 

part t hat Jewish people still play in mainta:i.ning European 

worl d wide power, and not _ _anti- Semitis~, i~ . the ba~is of 

the conflict between us . This confl ict Hill become more 

fierce and tragic aG non- European people c hnllen3e the 

power of European people all over the '\-JOrld. 

We have no con f lict with the non- European Jewish· communities 

scattere<l around the gl obe . These people Hhose religion and 

culture stems from Hebrewi sm , are as J et>'ish. as anyone tvho 

came out of Europe , j_f not more so. Th.:::L: comnu.m5.ties can 

be found in North Africa , ~·lestern and E.:;stern i\sin, and the 

South Pacific I s l ands . 

The c·onflict beD·H~en the Amer ican BlDcks <m-2 ·i.:::e flmerlcc:n Jews 

is more manufactured than real and it will not be understood 

unt i l both pc~ple a.i;-~ proper ly .!.ocated on the uap of haman 

geography . I ... tI'.ied t o do t hi s a f ew. years ago and I am st:i.11 

feeling the r eper cussi ons . 

I n February, 1972 I ~eceived a l ett er from Pr ofessor H. BurU.e 
. . 

. ~rown , Co-Chairman of Ameri can Historiccl Association Progr.<:!m 

Colll!Ilittee asking me t o par ticipat e an a . P:1~~':~ .. f';ess i on. dur.ing 

their forthcoming y~arly meet5.ng, th.::it · iG held in December of ... . . 
each year . The tentati· vc to· p-i c •·7"'S 1~J ........ •- !· r-'··· .. ~: ... · 1:1i , • .: ,., .,. ·' - ~, .. .:;...-=!..:;.:..:_:~ : __ •.;,,,_;_--:::..:.. : .: .• /l. 

I ~!:treed to n"rt ; c1'1)···tc .: .. 1 ~-·hn ~c· : ... .r.e,·c ··,.~.,, v t:!-'" . . ::- a .. .... 1 - .. ..... .. \,. . · . •..L .. t.·-~ 

aft er informing t he Co- Chair.man th~t tbc~:-e. _5.s :.-::i ~C !"! '.; : ; :Ls to 

what· is being c~llcd ~lack-Anti- Semitism. '£ 1'·. ~. I",..e·.·.-·c·tf- "r·i .~ .: e· 
• · - • .. . ... '"\ .... - - .I.~ .J • ..., 

the .+.i_,,tl'~ .;:O't" <-·--.·1•·r• 1' ~ •. •• 1.··. ~r-• 
• - • ~- ._ .._ - ...., ... . . '""' - l. & 
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. t:o the prevailing pm·1er structure and Jewish control over 

some of the educational and economic institution~ in the 

Black urban ghetto. It was finally agi:eed; my paper 

would be on "The Nyth of Black Anti-Semitism.tr In the 

paper I delivered I tried to look searchingly at the 

Africans and the Jews in 'histo:::-ical per.spective, ~tarting 

with the present and looking back at the past. A summary 

of what I had to say in this paper is as follows: 

Black people and Jews are not: strangers 

to each other. They have met many times 

at the crossroads of .history and most 

of the time they have complimented each 

other: Je~s hnve had a lonner histo~iccl 

relationship with people of African descent 

than they have had with any other living 

people o It must be remembered th-:tt when 

the people called Jews emerged cl~arly 

in the light of history, they "were living 

in or near the continent of Africa. 

My intent in tl}.i.s __ paper i·~ ~o use both mod~1:n 

and historicnl references to !:n.:-cNe tb <~t: tr~~~ 

charge of "Dl:.1ck Anti-Sen1it:i.s::111
: 1101-.• 1·,1..;inJ 

made against my people h~:.: no h;.: sis 5. n ;: ~ ,,.,, ·
.t- '-.l ' .. . ; ; 

and no historical ante~cdents. ~irat, I 

will ex~mine some present d~y refer~nc2s ~nd 

show that th.is ch~r,sc is 1.<~t !)::.pport<:::; le. 

I . 
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The follo~dng editorial from the influential 

Black newspaper, the Baltimore Afro-J\merican, 

September 9, 1972, explains , in pa.rt, what 

I mean: 

BLACK, JEWISH TIES 

Bayard Rustin, the respe~ted civil 
rights and labor leader, talked 
frankly <md· ·bh~ntly .to n g21onp cf 
Jews at the Hadassnh' s 5Cth L'•nnual 
National Convention about the 
growing threat to-one of th~ nrttion's 
most significant coalitions that 
which long has existecl among Blacks , 
Jews, and other m:Lnoi.-ities . 

It is essentia l to t he welfare of 
all these mic:ioritics thcit they do 
not stumble into baitec:! trcps or 
tensions of limited d~r2tion nnd 
allow th~mselves to go their 
separate lvays. 

Rustin was correct when he dcc l 3rc<l 
that 11Black anti- Sernit::i_zm is one. of 
the most exaeger.::ited r.:yr:hs to sur
face in mnny yec.irs." l ~e went on 
to point out t heit "evc:cy poll 
taken demonstra tes tb<.1t Dl acks· e.r0 
less anti-Semit ic thc:1•.) any othej,: 
racial , ethnic or re l:L;sious c>~onp ." 

Likewise , he observed that !:lollH 
also shm·J Jews to be more r8ceptiv~ 
to racial integrf tion than ~ny other 
group. 

He then c1ccurntc ly nr·v.r."lP.d q> th-:: 
sittiat5_on by decle:-: ::.;·; . : : .: .' 1. ;:~i..:(:'.'r:•: 
min ima]_ c~er;ree 0f c1 ;y:::i. --2cr.1::_ ;: :i.r..~'-, ·,·,8 :.; 

. t 1 1 CXJ.S - ~)<l .1.CS !JY cornp:.:1· :1_Cvi1 to ()\::·_ 

numcrou:; m:cc:ir: of :<):c~c1!1cn~: au(! 
c ooperation. :i 
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It is true there have been some 
tenseness in recent yc~rs, Dome of 
it attributable to the rhetoric of 
separatists, and others of _relst
ively smail numbers; some of it due 
to fears on the oart of Je~·Js that 
their interests here ~nd in IsrDel . 
are not sufficiently ~ppreciatcd. 
We think that responsible people have 
spoken to the i mpor tant issues in a 
way that should result in the 
lessenin~ of frictions before our 
coalitio~ becomes further strsincd. 

This political year u~.11 be a trying 
time but the outcome of an election 
should not be rated Rore important 
than trnditional frienclships Gn~ 
principles. 
Neither the Black nor Jeu:Lsh r.~:L~or
ities in this country have p~o~ressed 
to the point · Hhere c~_ther shoui.::; feel 
safe to desert the other. 
The clock moves fo;:':-J.:? i~ cJ or tm: ns 1n1ck
war<ls ~s the majority group rcoponds 
to the nrcssuras of minorities that 
<lemand ~v~ry right of the Coo~titution 
be granted every citizen, 

Ue would like to su33cst that Dlacks 
and Jews face no threDt from on8 
another that compareG with th~ danger 
they invite by losins si::;ht o :~ the over
riding necessity of their sti~cing to
gether in an effectivc.co~litio~. 

· On March 9, 1972i the Daily Chicago Defend~r carried this 
'editorial: 

BU~CK ANTI-~EHITISH 

n1 d_o not foresee ;i:iv ,../"\,-; 0::·· cr1~:·.s 
cleveloping b~tweca ·tf1e .... ~i~c'~:~ ;-,nc ,Y::~.:;; 
in the United Stni:8S, b0. ·~:=n.: ·.: :::12 

1 leaacrs of both p~oplcs a~~ ~~ia~ 
1 everythin3 to p!.·cvr.-nt Gu~h a c!~L: :· :· . 
' I must ho'Jcve•· ·"ir.,i· f· 'L·i1"'- ;-~·· (:\" - : •· ' • ... Jr.. ,, y '- ' . - • c,,. , ... # L. .. ~ .... •. - • • . "' 

anti-Ser.1itism mnon~ sor::~ o :;: t:I·lc 2:~ 
million Blacks in the U.S.:\, 11 

. . .. .. ;.to - • 11 
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Thus spoke Roy 'Wilkins, Executive 
Director of the H/l..ACP f:S he c.?rrivcd 
in Tel Aviv for 8 \leek!~ visit as 
guest of the Israeli forei~n mini
stry. The obse~vDti~n is correct; 
but Hr. 1-!ilkins should hnvc hasten
ed to point out th3t the .::imount of 
anti-Semitism in question iG so 
minimal as to be negligibl~. 

-Resentment against Jeus i.n the Black 
community is con fined to .C1 cl.:iss of 
unrepresentctive Blc:cl:s, \-;l:o for the 
most part, are dcclossc' end Hho have 
no more influence t1ith the Black 
masses than desert rats. T~e olci 
generation of Blacks c::r"?.ci the educated 
enlightened new ifot;ro·~s lw:::bor no 
anti-racial feeling ~3aioLlt the 
Jewish people. 

Host of them rernembe:r Julius P..osenHald, 
the great philanthropic;t, 't·Jl: o used his 
wealth to establish lmn6n?ds of schools 
in the South for the ccluc otion of poor 
Black children at a t5_m2 ;1h.en both 
state and federDl gov~rnm~nts paid 
scant attention to the haop0ring 
illiteracy of the underprivileged 
Black children. Not only th<lt, it was 
throueh the Rosenwalc.1 Fo~1~c.~nt:Lon that 
many Negro _teachers ucrc_-.~ nole i:o obt<1in 
fellowships for grct<1uatc studj_es for 
their Masters and Ph.D's. 

There are countless other instances 
where Jews of influence ~"' ':"1d mcflns have 
gone out of thei~ way to he lp the Negro 
cause. It was Joel Sp:i.c.~-;.;irn: a Jewish 
lauyer who c~cvoted his l :1_fe t o th~ 
creation of the i-1!';./!C? Ln;.~cil ~:·i.'.r'ld and 
guided its c!estiny t!.:1:::~ .. 1 · :_iir, .·,:.-:.: th ~t: 
the c:i~c of 96. 1.ast: v<.::: ... : ~ . .:. '. 1~} the 
coveted med81 · \·1hich tk.; nLi:.C;.: ;;:;.::.rdG 
each yc~r to "n Am,~ri<;<m inci '.:;': 1.1on 
-f-or (]J···t;nrr111',...h"'<l '-10'·'· .:.., n .,,,,.-.. ~ ~ .. :,. ,..,. ,,_ .. v - Li'·-·' v '. .. , ....... J .. V c..1 ... ....... _: c~ .. -... ..... .;..:.,. 

Mr Sp·~n<)'ar•1'" J .. ".o!·-:,,,~- ",:,o ~-1 -,.. ·1 o·i ll~r e -- 0 .. .:...> V4 .. .. .. '-..,- ....... ..f.f ..J \.. &. · - C:·t 

of st:rength in the stri.~cl:urc of the 
Associ.at:ion 

·. ·· . JI 
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.. In the March 16, 1972 issue of the same newspaper another 

editorial was published deploring the treatment of Jewish 

scientists in Russia, a matter that the &enerc:il Black news

paper reader kno~·rn very little about:. The edito~ial read: 

JEWISH SCIEETISTS 

Two out of three !Jcicnt:i.Dts nmn:i_ng 
the fitrate0ic mis6ilefi l):.·0G;:.::rn in 
Russia arc Jei-Js. but t~~c · Sovic-!t 
government hos fo1·bic}c:c:1 th.em to 
emigrate to Israel. 

0Dt of 200 scientistB, 130 have bcien 
al:Leady identifiec.J as Jm-1L;b a~.:.:ord
in~ to the London D~ily Tcl~.:::;r~l:;h -. 
Several wish to tal~e their L::.now
ledge to ::>::rael. Too of \:h:; most 
valuable in the missile prc~~so are 
Dr. Leonicl Yaglo, Dc~~ty Chief 
Engineer for intcrco~tinc~tul m~osiles, 
anci Di:. Hahur.i Sterr.., C~1icf of the 
Computer Center thc:1t t:olculc'.ltes the 
flight path for missilcc. 

To check any demand for v~~as for Israel 
by these key scienti::;;.;::;, ;:;·!c Scv~.etr, ~re 
making an example of: Vla(Hr:;::_r :.;1epak, 
a 44 year old nuclear scicn~ist by 
denying his. application for a vica to 
Israel. 

If these reports are true, RuG~ia should 
be willing to give bc:ttm:- tre2i::r.18nt to 
its Jewish sc:Lcmtists so p:.~ofi. ~c.:ble as to 
5-mpel ther:i. to t,1ish to re1:;r.1in :t1~. the 
Soviet Union. 

In November of 1972 an .investigcition of a .::t<-Sc.::·. ;_~i.Gm i.n 

senerul, .:unong vnd.ot•.s age and ehtnic [;:O~o . .i ~: :.; ~·~;.' ~· :::::(.:e :·'y 

the Anti-Def.'..imation Leagt1e of n I nai D t !:':U::h. TL_::_.:. :i.!. !v ,;;.: i:).:;c::itio~1 

·revealed thnt there was less anti-Jewi.~;h ::::(:(~ :Lin~ .:.:t:1ot:.g ;~l.:::c!:::; 

of all .18e levels th.;in among othet' cn~:itic :_.,i:oupc • 

--··- · ·- - - ·---- ·- -- . 
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A partial understanding of "t·1hat is really at issue, in the 

making of this charge is reflected in the cpeech of Dr. 

Abraham Joshua He~chel, made at the 58th ii.nnual Heeting of 

the Anti-Defamation Le~gue. The main points of this speech 

are emphasized in this ADL press release. It said: 

GrossinGer's, N.Y. Nov. 23 ••• Jews 

were-advised last night by one 0£ 

~heir moct revere<l robb~D not to 

withdra~·1 from the pursuit of juui:ice 

for Blacks because of 1;the :r.ude and 

murderous rh$toric of IHack i:::2F1.:;gogues. rr 

Addressing some 400 delegates to the 

58th annual meeting here of the Anti-

Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, 

Dr. Abraham Joshua Heschcl declared 

that Jews who themselves hcl'Je hacJ the 

experience ·or being i:dospioed" mus.t 

understand the pain and St1.:l:fcr.ing of 

the Negro people who "cannot obt::1in 

emancipation \·1itnoi.;t the help of uhitcs. 11 

-
-as a 11desecr3tion 0£ thci. ;:-.·c~~:- .·, - ", ., ,_. ,_, 11 

v ·' . . "--..J ... _' 

Dr. lleschel r.nid that ·'"Tc\':s r.~n;_ :.: .:~oi: 

_permit themselves to be rrbuff ~ci ~n~ 

out of their n.!";on~J' :y .. _c} {:-; ,.,).,-; ,. tr 
- L:: . · .-..) 1: '-•-· ·'·,, 

.. _ --- .... --- - · ~ 
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The late Dr. Heschel was professor of Je~ish Ethnics and 

Mysticism at the Jewish Theological Seminary of lilllerica and 

one of the foremost Jewish scholar of the twentieth century. 

While, like Dr. Heschel has said, "Blacks are speaking out of 

their agony and dispair, ff there are other dimensions of their 

predicament that needs to be considered. Blacks are reexamin

ing their relationships t·iith other eth~·ic--eraups, ~ncl they 

are asking serious questions of all of them, be they Je\\IS 

or Gentile. Blacks are wondering why so many of these 

groups are so powerful and they are so powerlesa. The cry of 

"Black Pm\ler" has not given Black people Giny pm·ier. It has 

only made them realize the need for power. The Black anger 

and sharp questions that overtly sensitive Je~·1s ar.e mis-

interpreting, is not directed at Jews as Jews. It is directed 

at Jews as white People who are holders of pm,1er over our lives. 

Jews have more influence over the educational and economical 

institutions in the Black communities than <Jny oth~r ethnic· 

group. All over this country these communities rirc in transition. 

The organizational leaders of the Black communities CJrc J.oo!dns 

for new direction, and a new definition 0£ the rol8 th.:it their 

people will have to play in brinzing about a new socia! o~de~. 

The first item on their agenda is· the politir:.::il .:-. ::(; s ::( • :~c::i.~c.:; }. 

control of the J.Hack communities by ])1.<!ck people, Th .l.~ ~i- ~·1tcn ;: 

is part of the developing maturity thwt is both : 1~:;;: io,:c. i_ -.!nd 

international among Black people. 

· ;. . ..I ·:... -:r. . 
.... _-!. ·. 't'. .11 

I 
. i 



... - ·- -- --
" - ~ . . . . . .. . . 

11 

·in this paper I have asked and have tried to answer the 

questions: Who and Uhat is a Jew and who and \·1hat is an 

African person? Inasmuch as Jews and African people have 

met many times on the crossroads of history we need to know 

the nature of these meetings from pre-biblical times to the 

present. Especi~lly, we need to know more about the history 

of .Egypt and that part of Western Asia that, is called the 

Middle East. Here is where Jews and African .people met for 

the first time. They have been meeting through the years and 

their relationships have been more good than bad. 

This in essence, is the point that I -was trying to explain 

at the 87th meeting of the American Historical Association, 

in New Orleasn, on December 30, 1972. · The panel session was 

called "Black Anti-Semitism: Myth or Reality". The Chairman 

was Professor Louis lluchames, of th~ Unive,:sity of Hassachusetts, 

Boston. B_eside myself the other main participant "t·rns Dr. 

Nichol~s c. Polos, of La Verne College, in Californic. Comments 

on the papers came from Dr. Morris U. Schappes, Queen~ Colleg2 

City University of New York, who is alos Eclitor of the magazine 

"JeHish Currents" and Dr. Philip Fonor, of Lincoln University. 

Dr. Nicholas c. Polos' paper was .on what he c~ 11·'"2U :'_:'.:i.:1ck / . :.i!::.L-

Semitism: A Historical Genesis. In spite of the. ti~lc of hiLJ 

paper he did not talk abcut any ''historical eencsi~; o:i Blnck 

'· . 
l 
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· Anti-Semitism." His paper was mainly abol!t some current 

dissatisfaction with the Jews and some ill-advised state-

ments about Jews that were made by people like "Malcolm X, 

James Baldwin and Harold Cruse. These st~tements, quoted 

out of context and misunderstood, did not prove that an 

entire people are anti-Semitic. The comments cf Horris 

u. Schappes and Philip Foner uere more interestinz to -me:> 

consid~ring their radical political backgrounds. In their 

comments they were defenders of the European concept of 

history. Both of them took exception to the amount of space 

I took in my paper to explain the role of Egypt in t·10rlc1 

history and the fact that the Egyptians of the <Jncient 

world were a distinct African people whose civilization was 

old before Europe was born; therefore, they could not have been 

what we now call a uhite people. 

In the part of the session that follow~d the presentation of 

papers and comments, I tried to explaic the favorable imaee 

of the Jews in the religious life of Black Anericans. In the 

song, "Go Down Moses, Tell Old Pharoh to Let i-!y People Go, u the 

Blacks who are of African descent are- on the side cf the fleeting 

Hebret-is. agair1st the African Pharoh. i'..gnin in the 
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. River My Home is Over Jordan," once more Black people are 

identifying culturally and geographically with. the Jews 

of the ancient world.· ~ .. 

In the fact and folklore of our resistence, the leaders of 

some of the best known of the revolts were nicknamed Hoses. 

·Ip alluding to these images my intent Has to establish the 

fact that Jews have lived, in peace, among African people, 

and Arabs, longer than they have lived among other people, 

and that there is no historical basis for the charge of 

Black Anti-Semitism. 

Looking again at the.ancient world I maintllin that the Jews 

. who originally came into Egypt were welcomed, <md they rose to 

hi~~ positions in the Egypt of that day. The period of 

persecution, so overtold in the noo!~ of Noses and other 

writings, did not start until the end of thnt period, and it 

started for political reason~ that had no racial overtoneso 

A~cording to tradition the seventy JeHs · t1ho ccme into Egypt 

increased to 600,000 by the time of their flight from Egypt 

four hundred years later, ~ndicating ~xtensivc inter.mingl~ng 

between the Jews and the Africans. No matter T.~ho the ori.gina 1 

Jews were who Cume into Egypt, when they l e ft :fo'...!r hundred 

years later, they were ethnically, culturally, und J:eli3iously 

an African peopleo 

:: . ~ . . .JI 
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This kind of analysis of Black-Jewish relations can get 

you into a lot of trouble fast. I did not have to wait 

long to learn this~ Hhen I arrived bad< in New York from 

the conference in Neu Orleans, tuo days later, several 

editors had called my home requesting copies of the paper. 

A repo~ter from the Los Angeles Times interviewed me about 

the paper, the session at the American · Historical Association 

conference on Black.-/mti-Semitism: Hyth 01· Reality and Black 

Jewish relationships in generaL The interview ~-ms published 

in the Los Angeles Times issue of January 22, 1973, and was 

reprinted in several newspaper~ thronghottt the country. The 

title of the interview was a question: Do The .Jews Really 

·Dominate Black Ghettos? This title Has p~ovocative, though 

like most newspaper headlines, inaccurate. Jewish influence 

in the Black ghettos is only part of whnt the interview was · 

We talked about a range of subjects, such as the tragic Jewish 

~minated sc:!ool system of New York City, whcte Black and 

Puerto Rican children are not being educated f:or m<lnhood aad to 

hold future positions of power in a chan~ing society. Control 

an<l not education is the nmne of the z<.:ir,10 in Heu Yo:clc City. It 

is the same in Chicnc,o, .:ind in Bo.!:: ton, uher~ the l:d.~h oonir,c:ite 

the educational system. Yet, no one in cnllin~ Blac~s Anti-Irish 

.· .. .. 
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for objecting to the Irish control of the schools in Chicago, 

and in Boston. ~·Jhy then in New York c:.ty ·qe are beinE called 

anti-Semitic for objecting to Jewish control? 

In the interview we also talked about the conflict in survival 

competition between minority peoples an<l ··thc fact ihat Blacks 

are fighting for a piece of the "pom~r pie." Figuratively · . 

speaking, the political pie ~s not Gettin;; any bi0:;e:r:, but those 

who are claiming pieces of it are becornin3 more nume:itous . The 

ethnic groups in the northern urban ghettos , mainly the Blacks 

and the Fuerte Ricans, ">iho were not in on the origina 1 cutting 

of the political pie, cannot get any pie L~ntil someoGe is 

willing to give up part of theirso Thiz, in essence, is what 

the Black-Jewish conflict in New York City is about. · This; 

in part, is also what the fight against quotc:is and cor.:pen~atory 

treatment · for ::31.::-::ks is about. A man with a quota of. ten resents 

a man with a quota of zero who is willing to accept B quota of 

one because one is better than zero. T~1e man. with a quota of 

ten feels threatened.by the man with a quota of zero, who for 

the time being might settle for a quota of one. The fe<J!" is 

that the quota of one for the man who hDs ~o qt'.ot:1 ,:;-~: all 

might have to be taken from t .he man with the ten. 
I\ 

Too many Jews seem to have forgotten that a lot of us 

remember when Jews, not only were willing to acc~pt 

quotas, but demanded them. 

. .. .. . .. . . 

l 
l 
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. Soon after the intervieN appeaLed in the Los Angeles Times, 

January 22, 1973, the Anti-Defamation Le~~ue of B'nai B1 rith 

was on the case. Completely misinterpreting vhat I said and 

what I meant. In their letter to Dr. Jacqueline G. Wexler, .. -.~. - -·------- __. -· 4--- - · -·-~ ... -----....... 
_P~~_?f _Hunte~ .. ~ol}~g~-'·- -~~i~t-~~--~·- $eym0.ur_,_ C~a_~!man, 

.New.Jo~~ B~?:t;9 '--~!l~~=P~_fa~.~-t~_on L~-~gu~~~£-~~n.c:i _ . _B _~~-t:?_,_ 

February ~~--l~-Z3._, _ _str.~~g.~Y.. ~g_g.~s.~e9_t1:at I _!TI~.G~t_yot Q.~_ J:.P..~ ·-· 
t -----· • • • 

ki.ncl_ o.f_i_e..flgb~r .. £Pr th~. f_~~~lty g~ P:~~tci;._ ~~~-le~~. TJ~e ___ I!la.tt:~r __ 

~_p_q_r~~y __ settled J?ec~~§.<L tp~ _Presi~.e~t;. o~. ~I':1~t~~- -re_~_us~9 _tq 

' . Ran_ic __ and I ~~-9..l? .. _i:.n .. a __ p~_siti.OP:. _ tq _Qoc~ent.; _e_yg!ytbj.~g_I_ h~E.. 

said. 
:::-~--

.In_spite_Q.~ the g~pgc;r .. and ~ef!sitiY.i.ty, .. t~~~~-J:c:> __ ? . .E.~-~d to 

open._1J.Q. th_i_§_ St!bje_c_t_ ~uch .f.~rth.~r_and 1<?~-~~ the J-.~~et_nat_ional 

implications o~f -~sr_9el_in wo_i;.ld __ P.91_?~-~J.cs ,_ -~21.?l!l., ... nn~.J:~s- ~isi!lg ···-----·- --
. i!.ifl~~~c~~ong n~_!!:'_!lrab- ~p~~ki_f!.8_P~?P~~' __ the_l3l~t;lLM~~-li_~-

Moveroent in the United States and Africa, and the Third :·Torld. 
,.- ---· ... - . -----·-- ···--·----.. ·------.. .. -
Modern Israel was born as a result of the troubles of ~urQpe. ---- ... -. ...... --- --·--· ·-···-- . . --

._Th~_~reati_c;>n__ of .th_is state ha~~- p_attgp~- that can .~-~--.!:!"?<;.e<l 

back in European politics for more than tt·10 thousand years. 
" .. _ ·------ - -- ---- - .. . ·~ ---·- -·---- . ...... -- ·--·. ____ .. __ -- .. ·-·· - ···-- ... - ...... ... ·-
.. Beginp.i~g w:f:_th t~e -~-~v~~ion of ~.8Y.P-~.~~r__!lJ.~.~~?.!1d~0-~hc;: .,~. o::-.~E.!~-~d 

-~-.Great __ (3.32 .. Jl.G. ).s __ tJ1e. Europ~~ns have nearly nhwys found a l~ay ----- ..... . --- .. - .... . . . . . . 

. to_d.~_?i!l~h~-·-~!.~~~-c:.9. p_y_:t,g_i:rom t;.b~i-_i:_ P?iiti,c~l :rnr~s .:md the 

.la.n~.s of oth_~E__peoI?_le~ ThiS--pat.tern continu~cJ .t.l~~o·J z,h the 

a..z.ressive Punic U.:irs (265-201 B.C.) that rcsultcJ i n the . ------ . ·- - ... - ---- . . - ... 

··.·. . i I 
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.culture,_ an~ _§_t!~~u<le. 
. - Her prob],~~~ ]·Jere c_;-:eated in EurE_Ee ---- - --.. --.- ,. -

_.by __ Eur.oP-ean...§-.?.n<! shoul.ci.have -.b.~en . so lveq_ itLE..u.r.p_pe__Qy__ 

_.-Eur.op.eans.. •. ltL.l~oJ-._in.g at the current problem betneen Israel, 
.____._.-, . . . - - - -- -... ..... __ ... .. - --- ----

.~nd t~e A~~b~-'!~ ··i~p_~-~~~n!=.-_?.~pe.ct ___ i_\l ~~<:__ 1:_i~~.o_:--y ~~ 

both these EeopJ~~~~ - ~~fo_1-"tunateJy for&otte~! .A- §??rch 

thr~~gb_~he history of the Arabs and Islam will . r~f~ect no -- - ---- -- · - - - - ·- . . - - - .. -'-·· .,i' i-' ._ .;.., t ,:. I I -......-; .-(. ""'C. . . d~.ep~e.a~e-!!_~~~~-~c! ~f_ ..'._:~-~~ a peop~~-· .. , _-_ t , .. :·;' ~ _ _, /);:. 
(i-.'f' · · -~ 

What J._b~-l~eyLis mo~!Ybj~~-t~.9.Q.?_bi.~·i ·is the_ ar~gnce <Jnd 

agressio_g_ _ _t_hat stem~ f;:Q.m th~Jr Eur9pea.Q_ a~ i\meri_can connec!J._Qll!_ 

i { -:>__,-' ,c-<,~ 
Its assuming-- that the .J\frican .. states that JJrQke .. o.fi; dip_l?matic --., 

-~-e_l9tians-.w.ith the Israel -~tates ar~ _c~pti_y_e_§_ of the Ax_g1.>s. . - - · ... _ .... - - . -· 
TheJ:e--a~sons for this diplomatic break over and above the ----- - --·- ·-·- ------___ ..._ __ -----· . -·----· -··-- .... ·-
African relationships to the Arab states. The role of Israel ,___ ---- - -·-- ------ - ·-· ·---- - ... - . -·- -

deteriorated in Africa when the African beg~n to observe that .-------- --·-- ·----·- ·- . --. .. - ·- ·-·· -·-----··----
-~hey were not radically different frora o~hgx EurQ1')_~ar._ Q~_pple j.n __ 

--~---··· . --- . 

. . .tlle.i_~ttitud.es __ and -~heJ.!" ...... E£!Jo~-~ and t-~~i£..!:.t?l~_t;,0!1s l:-j.-2_ ui_t_h 
... ' ... 

. ~<;>}Ith Afri<:a, ~-~i~-L.. and . f~E_t~1,?.al was n_?.~-~-~ ,:\fric~ 1 s best 

interest • .. --,-- ... . . . 

/ ... / . , .. 
t.·~-~ · 
~-U:r~~_j.t is my QP-ini_Q.!1... in chqgsing_s1:ich a_llie_s_ U1c 3>.::i~;:el:L::.: 

are making one of the ~~st mistakes oJ..J:lt~.i.r hi_st::~~X.:. 

" 
Why? 

I think they . are turning away from a world that is being 

reborn to a world that is dying. 

~ 
!. 
i • I 

l 
l 
t 
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rn~ .~.r.e _ aJ_:t.gn_ing themselves with the force_s . .<?.(~~hite 
: . ... .... . -·-· .. - -

__ SUPLern.acy _J:_hat is diametri9a_lly: opposed J:o. the intere.§_t; 
. .. - ... -- ··- . r--- . . . - · . . . 

of mos~ of mankind. I think they have made a political ·- ....... .... . ·--· ·-· . - . . ··- ... . .... . . -... ···-- . . __ . ., 

.. mistake of diastrous proportions ~ntj. I compare their - --· ___ .... .. - ---- . -· -· ----· - ... --- -·- --

p;re~~nt ... P~l-~t.ical \?_osit~~n wi_th P~.~~o~ --~-~ ~o~0.ph _ and his 

. brothers j.~ Egypt and t .he period and time that folloHed the · 
·-- -· - -

1.Q.~.s _<?J .. tJ}e c~n_ne~tio!ls ylth the cou_rts . that JosepI:i ~~-9.~ for 

the~.o __ · . __ 
,,;;-='-·" 

f And, I wonder 'Hill their present ~osition le.::id to another time 
J 
I when a king will arise fi3uratively speClkin3, uho politically 

/ knew not Joseph. 

. ~ 

; 

'· 
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At this point 1 would like to digress and look at some 

of the main currents in history after this pe.riod and 

how it affected African-Jewish relations~ 

1. The Africans and the Jews in the use of Christianity. 

a. The reason for the rise of Christinaity. The religion 

of the oppress~d. 

b. The Christian story is mainly an African story. 

c. Africa once more became a haven for the Jews during 

tl)is period. 

2. The rise of Islam. 

a. The African conquest of Spain and the secoua Jewish 

"Golden Age." 
. . 

b. The protection that came to the Jews from the · 

Africans and the Arabs. 

c. Jews in Ancient· Ghana, 300 A.D . to 770 A.D. 

d. The Jewish gold dealers in the Western Sudan. The 

Antone Mele Jonta letter,. 1447. 

e .. Jews in the Songhai . Empire. 

I have been alluding to the events in order to dispel the 

. assumption that we have been enemies down through history. 

We ·have not been such .. 



19 

Present and conclusion. 

A. ·we are now meeting again at the crossroads ·of history, 

and this time we are not complimenting each .other. 

B. We are discovering new power .and potential .within ourselves 

and we are angry with ourselves for not · discovering it 

sooner. 

C. The pot·E:mtial of the African ·world if it comes together, 

then we may ~eed only ourselves. 

p. Bringing Pan-Africanism to a world union of African people. 

The politics of geography. 

E. Who :will .b.e our allies, and on what terms? 

F~ The Third World? What whites if any? · 

G. The Jews have their non-negotiable positions, so have we. 

Our main objective is to claim all Atrica for African people; 

including North Africa, and build a world union of African 

people. We will make allies out of any people who can live 

with this fact and accept 6ur terms. We will never again 

enter into any alliances, solei~, on someone else's terms. 

Now where are both of us? The next alliance and the new 

age of man. 



, t· .... :.: ~ .. -_ .... Ra~!Cf~ 
. --- . . : 

. SCWALJ:f;, · CLIPPI!JG ' 

Cbv:i.-cus-ly this ·ai:.t feed on the traditional Muslim distrust and reviling· .of 

,Tews . and of Is re.el. . There is nothing une:q>ected beree. ~'&.£:~ . ' . 

Nor should Jew-s 01· Israels or zionist!; be-~01.1emore than routi<r?ely 2.lz2:led. _ 

. f¥~~~~~ 1~0 (~:·~ . ~~Vff'h~tJ) (VO }J=~ t'ef~ lt __ ll.e:. \O~er ~ 
. 75m of A:fri s~b~She.1·a .(black Africa's) total pop. of 3oom is I:lusli::n, 

altho ·estimat'es. 

Musli;as in the tenth century 

No rnosqu.es in early Timbuktu (in fact no TLnbuktu) but Tbn Eattut~ 

travelli.nz. in the nid-i4th c 

Alr~,or.av"id · 11th cent'\.lr~' 

in the: northwest. 

note4 r:icsq·:les . ar:d. Mu~liLis. 

revisalist :::cvei!lent certte..inly pl:?.yed ;:). role 

. ~ , '!"':. ....... ~ f.-;" (,? 
\..~'"/·:~?-·.V~~\ 

: --=:::;::, - . 

Kano an'd Central St:dc.n 15th and 16h cs .: // ( .... trr~ 
I l.P '\P'" 

· East A£'rice., coin finds, Manda .9tb c, Kilwa ' s florescen~es 
{/ 

But big expansion in 19th with the forcible conversions of Usuman dan Fodio 

Usi~ In 1801~ Usur:1an, a learned man of deep faith, tired of oppres·s:ion and · 

also saw his opportunity. He proclaimeda jihad: rt.Y.Ka.& "To· Ir.ake war upon t.he 
. . 

.heathen King who does not sa.y "There is no God but Allah" en account of · the 
. . 

· custom of his tcwn . . . add who makes no profession of Isla..'71, is obligatory by assent; 

and that to take the goverzlilient fro;n him is obli~atory by assent ..... 11 

Great victo~ies. Town anter town fell. But this was onlythe b~ginning, 

· for other revivalist movements Qaddirriya , Tijj~:niya, HE.hdi made 

~~ 
. Jtfri~~{ ·L!lid !1f!"L::a ei:tensively r~~!sJ.i;:;1 'ty the a1-rival. of t~e 't:!'hi.t2 colcniali?ts 

a little later. 
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·But as geed !foslin:.s s.s ·Af"ricans hn.ve teer. until :iccently, the~rhe.ve 

hardly ·been un:nistaken~ply proArab. They were ·t.fri~ans :fi1·st, and despite 
. I" 

the· cle'~ess of , the OU, which from its founding linked North & South, and the 

dollars ar.~ guns of Aleeria, .there "-'as · always a level cf distrust e:r:10ne the 

nationalist poli ti~ions for ~•hi tes and the P.rabs- vere seen &.S ~·;hites 

in aspiration D.nd · acttvi t::. 

In E -st and. Centr<:.l Africa and the Suqan, and especia.lly in the . 

eastern ~o!'lgo , now Zaire_, Arabs were s~nn ·es :the: slave tradxers . . This 

:the"y certainl;y were . l:4.l~ f!'cm 1750. · Africans re:T:em'cered the rs.zzia·s , 

.the caffles, the so.les, .tl~e plante.tions off the E . African coast ~nd in 

Ara.bia. ffot for . nothi<:g de. i, . ."ricans rec.e.11 the s l ave rebellicns in Iraq 
t\\V\.. . 

irJ. the 7t!i ar!d lltl:i? ce_ntaries, and lcn;s: history since. l-1en lii;.e 

p., '"'"''"' 'T" ..:.....,.. 'Tl.:'' ,-: 1.· •. fl . --..:. .......... -1~, --J;:'J:'- ~,;_ ..., , .. -

(The rebellion ir. Zanz 

Sey:;··~d Sc.:l:d of z~ .r;;;:i.1.;i.:,i.' st.i.ll re·viled. . 
: .. 2.nd. pro Chinese, . 

in 196!+ w:;.s. c.nticol oninl, bu.t :nost of all it 

wc.s anti Areb . . Who h.;.s e:::erged frc:;; detentic~ a f ter ten years. Hone other 

th.:i.n Shen~h Ali Mt.ihsi"n, the Ar ab leaci.e·r. ) 

· Livingstone t2.les . Other explorers .. · Hat :;:-ed of Arabs i n S. · Sude.n 

da.tes f.ro;.:;1 tho.t ti:j2 

.· Most of all , in my view, the Arabs in re-::ent·~ea.xx decades were viewed as 

bourgeois , backwe.yd, nat ions of merch~nts; . It i s always difficult to generaliz 

upon perceptic;ms, but as much respect as the \'.)lack Africans had .. for Nasser ' s · 

achievments, anct' i>erheps l)or Egypt and Algerl.a (and the war agnst the F,r·er.ch); . 

. ~~~:;l. d . . 
they had deep 1,.;;.······::·t c;b the A~·e.bs _ in - gene!'a.l, as they have D.:) .. ways haC. fer 

A~(t).;ris '. Th2 r:.ppc A!·c.bs ~ppeared weak and the Asia:Js· sq~.ml-id . . · The h;.i::iilia.ti'on 

of the Are.bs in · 19lt.8 ~nd- 1967 . only reinfo.rc·ed S'J.~h Afric2.!1 f'eclir:!)3S. They 

:_·respected Isruel as an· ·underdog, as a. technologically sophisticated· 

state. ·.;.rh:i.ch h.o..d · the sup~·eme a.dvant?..se. of nlso ·being socialintic,. and cf 

·----·-·----·-·"· .. --- ·- · · -· · -.··-::· -. -~·-·----·-·--~--.--:------ -----------------~= 
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./!. t\,-e '"'\, . . 

~- v-'t;s~ ~ ->_... . ~ . . . 
~) !}·~-- ~ 

. proving tl1ci.t sociaiism geed bring ~t~cr.~th. I\. They e.lso: !~e~p~cted I.srael for 

"ex1sting after being set up i~ !r.uch e.gony. The ,olce\...tnati~~lists in hthe English 
. . ~ b tl>~ r' ~'\ 5 \11,:&-n~ 

speaking a~eap also renembered . th?..t ~rhen they j\ere ~ilt~ng c:i.~aint the .British 

windwill, their bl:·othe1's were In9.ians · F~nd Isre.eHs fighting for simila.r · 

. . . -' (h-1 . . lh·f,\ '- ; ;. . A ~ ~~(t () ~j,J()\~jtJ?_l freedoz:i. 

L ,."V- iJ-" ~ ~ A i' f'•r?. ;") . . {~'b ~\, ~·~ -.L....,.,,..i;k • 

The I .sreeli 1 7 · ilt. ~pon this !:le ri t~g? .of an:tic_qlqni_q.li$•·~ .. ,a:i0. 

respect for :pcwer.. The Isrn.eli technica,l n;issions to Af'ric~, and Israel's . 

diplomacy in Af'r-ica wes vc·ry successf~11. Their ·diplo::mts knei:.; tee right people 

and ·n°a·,, t 'h0 r·it:rht 0 .... "'e"t'cns The· ' ~1so C'"'"~ ... -+~;,..:..Cc.!1 rr. p··oi<>('-<." ··h'··>- ........ ,.,,v · l.~ - J. - -i!>.. .,,.,,. '- J.. • • - •• ..:... ·;.··•""'-:;. .. J..,.;.~v ,,).1 .i. ·· ';., :l.to.J ·:: - ·--.a. '.,.,;; ..._"';: 

. . . 5 ~~Q. Geo.KP f;f:.'i(:"~J.. '""~' f p-i.f:r..( l/Ol.l11f (O~t-~~ 
could do well 9._nd si tu~~tions whi_ch ~h~y cc_;uJ.Cl' L~ste1· .effecti '/ely · / . It -;:.;e;,. 

a cle·._rerly cc!'lceJ.·.red. d'iplc::;nt:'..c offe:1s:i.ve which the· Af'ricans for the r.;cst part 
· · (il~~!! i.~.s) f\1l't s~p~:--~ 

welcomed.. ;' (There has · aiso cee~ ·some effective Isre.eli ·t~chnica.l assistance 

But thflt is s;i, minor pe.rt of the stcr~· )' 

Israel's . esteem was enahcned by this offensive. (Cf Ta'iraan) 

Yet no matter the prcpe.ganda or the reality, ·Isre.el never rnanaged to 

. persuade ordinary Africans, or even the leaders, that Israel was a third-'efrodl 

world state, that it is Af.ro-Asian ( tne Ye1aeni and l·kraccan diaspora. were 

never pro:le~ted effectively), a.nd that it h::?.d a legi t ·imacy greater t~an . '*;.~= . " . 
appeara~s . This w-as the achilles heel inevitably - of' the enti.re 

project. 

In the . 196bs Israei was doinc; very well vis a vis the perspective of 

so~ ltp ~t.J1ce . 
Africans and Caribbeanists. .In the Ca:l"ibbean little has changed . But· in Africa, 

and we talk always of black Af:r;ico., there has been a cntaclys·:nic change. 

· Af.rican:s: leaders_ no lo'1ger _take paratroop training i.n Israel nor welco::.e Israel 

diploLnts. ·Relations have been su~dered and friendships destroyed. 

~./hat has chang~d7 

.·· ' 

.• 
... .. ·. 



,. 
1 :- Th~ Arabs have b~co~e bi~-time 

2 Arabs have .been ::;uc~essful in their e.t:t.2ck.s o;i th•~ . ~·!est; they. 

£:·?.::.~{ twef\ked :their noses etc. Th5.s 

has . c'tvic~sly cont:::.·i'bnt~a. to. thei1· esteei'.l.;rni! 

3 · Arabs ha:ye battJ.ed. to a st~£.enmte, ::.:eve-rsine; in Africa.n ·eyes 

the §ailures of the past. Thcbla.nce of power has shifted. 

· 4 . . Ki"ssinger ·and the Us end the. ARa.bs have successfully woced eacb 

· other. 

. c. 
16 

. . . . 

. : . : . . . fl}-?',{ (;;fa--! . 
5 African ties to th:t Eastern bloc have grown A~'l C ~._ 

f.I ~ C y...<.- cJj .:CS (-r_.,.Q (1 C-. IN J f/J\,(,,~(,,. /).~h . r--. • flJ f~ ,~ . ., "" . . c~·,.,, - --~71 
Libyan ~x~ bl'ibery . Where would Ju;;in be without . Qad~lafi? W - :~, 

· .. . · ::f.Stc~11 fl .'. 
.'f.(1~ - Not least .,. the denise of democracy in . .A'Tr.ica and the .~j:se o-t: .. '";f:y~ 

military dicta.torshups has brought· unsophiscated leaders w_ho have ·been easily 

roved by othe:- loyalties and pe·rsausicns . In centre.st, the earlJ'·. nati cn3.lists 

· breal~ off relations_ w Isreel) The ::!ili t::.:ry lee.de rs ir.clude great men like 

0( ,,•on . But also .J\.r:iin 

Whe.t of the present, end p:·ospects fer relations between blacks and 

I ::rael, at~d by exte:1sions (should .. •;e extei'!d, A~.'rica.ns don't) Africans arid J_e,,,s? 

Few ties with Isra.el , but sor:ie ·restoration. Africans incr.· disillusioned 
. . <:. c. (\::'-'"-'~~ > . 

oj.l and . a.id. fi 1Ren~~·red opportunities for Israel. Perhai.s 
. . . ~l . 

~f acco~plish~ets. (Not for a long ti~e going to reguin votes 

with Are.bs over 

. greater :realism 

at. UN, hoYever) . An old ·er-d has been concluded but even when Amin ~nd others fa~·e 

from the scene - as they will - there can be no turning back of the clock. . Yet 

I see no reason to despair. · Is reel received a reasqm;.1Jle i:·eturn on ·its invest~:~ent 

of ti1::e and ene:r-gy i ·il P.f;rice.. The. ne~·• rela.ti o:is will l::e less ccsy but pe!'haz,s 

more enduring·. 

I do ·net think· Afric~n at ts. to Jews' ·· 6.s distinct fro::1 Israel, have 

sufferred at ell by tpe recent alter2.tions. Africans in my experien~e. were ·f ~ 

religions tolerant. Thei:::· catee;ories <?.re different than our own, and anti 
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iri ·the Muslim countries and {.,{),. 1 
H{<-\, . 

f. 
problem, except/very paradoxic_ally in Jt.A~ ~ 

· · · J. S ffl'il'-'/} • ..,t~ v~, 
where there are bluckt~£.s'. jews.in nw::ber. I dJnt think. nonMusiirn 

. ·semi tism has riever 'been a 

Ethio])ia, . 

Africans view jews· ·in the sa_:ne way :.ho.t they have been viewed, .as a 

very special cat~gory, in the we~t.· I think that Africans will riatura.i°ly · 

Bravitate touard power· and advantage, and. ·will therefore gravitate now 
. . · . t . 

. . ·to the Oil nations.. Without bed:O!Ding pro Areb. or c:.ntijew. This has certainly 

. . been the case in much cf the b:)..ack Cari bbean, _where old ties ha.:ve hardly .. 
1:een ruptured, even if so1i:e lessons have been ·1ea.rned from Arab tactics 

. . . . . . . .,// () f'j 

over oi.l and their . relevance for al~aim.:mcr ov1A-~1_ f\.t~' ~1.~~...i~ 

To close Israel probably f>...as a somewhat smaller, ·if more im:pcrtant 
. ~ . . . 

. role t.o plei.y in th~ future of Afr.ica __ an~ the Ca:ri~ Jews ha;e ~ roi.e 

tha.t · xs has been in no }ray diminish~d, a.nd. which un)..ess I am .a · po©ya.n~, 

. . . . ~ th~,. . . . 
need not cause us undue concer. r.~ ~~:,!ho.t ' . ."e.tshodlrl he conce.rneo .ahout 

(\ ' . . 6W~ "1"' . . . . 
as America!ls however, i.b ere ~.;.:"}{ {;· pro"c1(~ems which are culturally, · 

~ .. 

ethnically, and -religiously unspecifi~, They are : 
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JENISH RELATIONSHIP WITH THE !MERGING 
NEGRO COMMUNITY .IN THE NORTH 

Nathan L. Edelstein, Chairman, Governing Council, 
American Jewish Congress · 

presented to Plenary Session of the NCRAC 
June 23, 1960 

In any discussion of Negro-Jewish relationships we must take into account the 
fact that nine million Negroes, half the total number in the United States, now 
live outside the 11 states of the deep South. There are about l,000,000 Negroes in 
New York -City, more than in any other· city in the country. There. are more Negroes 
in Chicago than Atlanta, more in Detroit than Birmingham, more· in Los Angeles than 
Richmond. The Negroes of Philadelp4ia constitute 25% of the city1s population of 
two million. 

Because Negroes are generally unable to secure homes in the Philadelphia sub-
.}Urbs, they comprise but 14% of the population of our metropolitan area. It is most 

significant that the entire white. population growth occurs outside the city limits 
while 8o% of the non-white population growth takes place inside our city. This 
spells residential;_ r.estri.ctions and segregation. The Negroes don't like ~hat, and 
though~ful Jews don't either. 

The growing urbanization of the Negro population has· brought. them into in~ 
creasing contact with the urbanized Jewish populatian. Yet this contact and its 
results have been largely ignored and its implications are not too well understood. 
There has indeed been as suggested close collaboration f or more than a decade be
tween the leadership of the Negro and Jewish communities on the vital issue of 
civil rights. But little thought and attention have been given to the relationship 
between the Negro and Jewish rank and file.cf the Jewish and Negro communities. We 
now find ourselves compelled to turn our attention to the serious consequences that 
may flow from the contacts and ·the admittedly growing conflicts between these two 
groups. ·· 

· We have begun to ask some disturbing questions. How much tension is there in
deed between Negroes and Jews in the North? How widespread and how deep is anti
Semitism among Negroes? Is it increasing? What are its causes? What remedies 
must we pursue? What about anti-Negro prejudice among Jews? Does it differ from 
sillli.lar prejudice among white Christians in kind or degree~ 

Anti-Semitism Among Negroes 

That there is ant:j.-Semitism among Negroes no one would deny. To begin with, 
Jews are part of the white community. Hence, the Negroes' resentment against whites 
because of tho injustices they have suffered for so long a time at the hangs or the 
majority envelopes Jews as well as Christians. At the same time, Negroes are 
Christians. Inevitably, they acquire some of the anti-Semitic attitudes and _pre
judices which do exist· within the white Christian community. 

How serious is the problem? Recent months have seen distressing indications 
of active anti-Semitism among N~rthern Negroes and seemingly deliberate efforts to 
fan its flames by some of its leaders. Stories and editorials in Negro newspapers 
have implied that Jews are hostile to Negro rights. The motives of Jewish labor 
leaders have been attaoked. Some fCWerful figures, including Negro politicians, have 
attributed to Jews much of the existing discrimination against Negroes. 

There has also been a striking growth, many of you know, in the Negro Moslem 
movement, which is a potent source of anti-Semitism. Estimates of the strength of 
this movement vary from 60,000 to 250,000. It is strong enough to have a well
developed staff and to attract leading politicians to its mass meetings. (Many ob
servers suspect secret financing by Arab propaganda agencies is carried on. ) 

This movement is essentially a nationalist drive, emphasizing the African ·back
ground of the Negro. Yet, the fact that the move~ent, by its nature, is pro-Arab 

. t ends t o make it anti-Jewish, and some of its elements arc outspokenly so. Never
theless, we doubt whether the bulk of its f ollowers are committed to anti-Semitism. 

Despite these disturbing signs, there is no~f~ason as yet t o believe that anti
Semitism has affected more than a small part of the total Negro community. The 
outright hate groups have no significan~ influence, as far as we can see. Inf~uen
tial Negro leaders have publicly stressed the contribution of Jewish organizations 
to the fight for racial equality, though it must be emphasized, regretful1y, that 
the 1tiass of the Negro community is yet unaware of that contributi~n. 

·-
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A deeper study of the Negro attitµcie towards Jews, though made a few years ago, 
presents encouraf.iing evidence that Necr.oes reeard the Jewish p-:irtion of the white 
community as more favorable to them than the non~Jews. In studies conducted by the 
Cornell Intergroup Relations Survey, direct questions about Jews as . compared t o 
other white persons i;ave r esults clearly favorable to .Jews. Thus, in one city, when 
Nesroes were asked, 11Do you think Jewish people treat Negroes about the sa:ne, better, 
or worse than other white people do?11 J8% of those who answered sai<i 11Better11 and 
only 4% said 11Worse,11 with 58% sayine, "About the same.11 When ask~, 11Do you per
sonally like Je-wish people more, less, or about the same as non-Je~sh white people?n' 
28% said they liked Jews 11Mcre, 11 5% said 11Less"· and 67% said llJ..bout the same. 11 

Causes of Negro Anti-Semi.tism 

What are some of the causes of anti-Semitism amon& Negroes? First, as sug
gested, Negroes acquire some of the traditional anti-Semitism of the'''Christian com
munity. And they naturally resent the discrimination of the white populati on. The 
Jew falls into this category. 

Second, there is the fact that contact between Negroes and Jews occurs most.fre
quently along a front peculiarly productive of friction. The ordinary Negro knows 
the Jew as a landlord or rent collector,. as an empl oyer, or as a retail shopkeeper 
whose extension of credit often places the Negro in the status of debtor. In many 
neighborhoods now occupied by Negroes, home ownership i.s largely :iil the h<inds o! 
Jews who formerly lived there, The Jew therefore is often the landlord, a figure of 
course historically regarded as one of the natural enem.ies of mankind . Inevitably, 

.-then, the Negro thinks of the Jew, often without any jus':.ification, as an exploiter. 
That is generally his image of the Jew, for he knows little, if anything, about the 
efforts of Jewish organizati ons such as yours t o extend the range of human rights. 

The present rise in the economic condition of the Neero may evEntually lessen 
this particular source of friction. Yet, this very economic betterrr.cnt produces a 
third factor which tends t o promote anti-Semitism -- the clash between the new Negro 
member of the middle class and his Jewish competitors. 

Today, Negro and Jewish doctors compete actively f or positions in municipal 
hospitals. Negro lawyers seek the Negro clientele formerly represented in large 
degree by Jewish lawyers. At lower economic levels, Negroes are entering the needle 
trades arrl o'ther industries, creating ccmpeti tion not only for j obs with the com
panies b~t also for salaried positions and offices in the unions. 

At the same time, 'With one-half of the Negro populati on of America now living 
outside the South, mostly in crowded dO'IJiltown ghettoes, they have become a powerful, 
concentrated political f orce. Hence : Negro pclitici ans compete with hvld-over Jewish 
and other politicians in the new Negro areas. And the Negroes .danand more and more 
representation by members of theirrace and they at the moment seemi.ngly like the 
qy:ota system. 

A fourth factor contributing to Negro anti-Semitism is the practice of dis
crimination against .Negroes by Jaws. We need only remind oursel ves that prominent 
Negroes have been excluded from pr edominantly Jewish clubs and that the best known 
builder of nwhites only11 suburban developments is William Levitt. Such practices 
are particularly exasperating to those Negroe~ who expect that Jews, victims them
selves, will r efrain from discriminat:ory practices against other minorities. 

Particularly intense friction is generated in neighborhoods changing from 
Jewish to ~egro occ.upancy. The sequence of migrations of minority groups in 
Northern cities often places Negroes immediately behind Jews in home buying progress. 
When Negroes start to move into predominantly Jewish areas, they often encount.er 
resentment and resistance.· Genuine social acceptance by Jews is at a minimum and, 
as a rule, we find the usu~l fear, panic and flight to the suburbs. In such situa
tions Jews act, in the main, like othe~ whites; Despite the deep commitment of 
Jewish community re1ations agcncies and their genuine efforts to preach and teach 
equality, there is a wide and alarming gap between the leadership and the rznk and 
file i~ the Jewish community; and I should add in the Negro community, too. 

All these factors have been at work f .or a long time. If as indicated, Negro 
anti-Semitis1n has taken a different form in the last few years, the change is 
prohably a reflection of a far more fundamental development - the profound readjust
ment now taking place in the Negro community itself in the civil rights field. 

The Negro community is completely dissatisfied with the present rate of prog
ress t oward equal.ity. Too many obstacles. t<:> full citizenship stand untouched. 
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Negroes are reexaminlllg their leadership, their organization and thei.J.• methods. 
They are also re-evaluating their alliances. The long-standing distrust of white 
people, born of oppression, is manifesting itself in a growing spirit of "go-it
alone." They know their strength and have begun to throw their political and 
economic weight around. 

In the South, of course, this development has ccme into the cpen with the 
lunch counter demonstrations. Nothing so dramatic has occurred in the North but the 
spirit is nonetheless the same. One of its r Esults has been a mistrust of 111.iberals" 
in the struggle for civil rights. And we must recognize, for good or ill, that the 
Jews, more than any other group, are generally so identified. 

The Negro's impatience with the lack of progress has resulte~ in one form of 
tension within the civil rights family that is a special problem in the NortQ. We 
know that there is widespread support all over the North and west for broad anti
discrimination legislation, including housing, yet the willingness of Jewish and 
other groups to accept, on occasion, for perhaps .strateeic reasons, a partial victory 
because of the danger cf demanding too much and getting nothing; has caused resent
ment in Negro ranks. They feel this compromises their position and demonstrates lade 
of understanding on our part. At such moments the maturing, impatient Negro commu
nity overlooks a long record of loyal support. 

The new militant Negro demands his rights; he will not accep.t patronizing as
surance of future action. He mqy accept cooperation but .insists on being in the 
forefront of the struggle. 

Inevitably then,we are in for a period of mutual irritation and misunderstand
ing. We may expect anti-Semitism in the Negro community to take new and more ac
tive forms. Yet, at least one observer, Dr. Kenneth B. Clark of City College, is 
confident that these stresses will not result in pr olonged or critical Negro-Jewish 
tensions. Pointing to the fact that the present morale of the Negro is hiF)l be~ 
cause he knows that his cause is just, Dr. Clark concludes, 11High group morale does 
not seem consistent with pervasive antagonism toward other groups."· 

Anti-Negro Prejudice Among' Jews 

What is the converse of the picture -- the attitude of Jews towardp the 
Negroes? Because this is a J ewish audience, less space need be given to this ques
tion. 

It is clear that Jews share much of the anti-Negro prejudice of the rest of 
the white community. The Negroes are right about this. Some obse?'V'ers suggest a 
recent rise in this prejudice, but there is no reliable evidence one way or the 
other • . The rise, if it exists, is due in part t o the increasine rlovement of 
Negroes. into formerly Jewish neighborhoods. 

Nevertheless, i t is clear that anti- Negro prejudice i~ le~8 among Jews than 
among the rest of the white c Jmmunity. RepE>ated studies unifJrmly show that Jews 
have a lnwer degree of pre judice than either Protestants or Catholics. 

~vidence of this may be found when Negroes buy homes in. all-white areas. 
Such move- ins have been the most potent source, at least outside the South, of race 
riots and other violence. ·ret none of the incidents of violence have occurred in 
Jewish neighborhoods. To be sure, Jews have often shown the typical pattern of 
rejection and flight; But the absence of violence is a s~i.king indication of a 
lower levei of prejudice. 

To the extent that anti-Negro prejudice exists in the Jewish community, it 
does not appear to have special characteristics peculiar to Jews. Its causes and 
effects are the same as f or other whites. Bence, it calls for no special remedies; 
rednction of Jewish anti-Negro prejudice is part of the broader task of reducing 
prejudice in the white comm.unity as a whole. 

Because of our history as victims of discrimination, we have a special sensi
tivity and obligati on to undertake that task vigorously. Negroes and Jew~ do 
recog:uze a sort of kinship or practical affinity becai.:se they have both :.:e~n Uie 
target. of cppreR.<.:ion. We can also recognize that, while we have no specie:l rfllipon
sib:'..::..ity for anti-Negro prejudice and discrimination within the Jewish community, 
we co have mere opportunity than ~ther groups to cominunfoate with our feL1ow Jews. 
It should bs part of the program of the organized Jewish community to exploit that 
oppor~unity • to educate and t o interpret~ 

,-, 
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The Program of the Jewish Community 

I 

Regardless -;;f the existence of prejudice against Negroes in the Jewish community: 
our organizational structure is completely committed to the elimination of all forms 
of prejudice. We -;;perate on the assumption that the problem of bigotry and inequalit; 
is indivisible. 

It must be recognized, however, that corresponding Negro support .of .J.ewish ob
jectives that do not directly affect the Negro COllllllWlity has not been extensive. 
Faced with proqlems far more severe than those of the Jewish community, the Negro 
defense activities have been shaped far more by their own immediate and pre~sing 
problems than by general principles. However, a few assists maybe mentioned. 
Negroes ~ave joined in fostering leg~lation aimed at discrimination by coileges 
and ·universities, a problem of greater :importance to Jews than to Negroes • . In
fluential Negro spokesmen played a part in sw:µiging a few key votes in th~ United 
Nat~ons during the historic ballot o~ Palest:µie•s partition. More recentlY, the 
NAACP w.as among those that publicly condemned Nasser's dj,scrimination aga:µist Jews 
in Egypt. Yet it is clear enough that, if one vim:r~ the situation in te~ of 
striking · a balance,._ there is irideed a large Negro deficit!: · · 

This audience, of course, i~ full,y aware of tn.e reasons f or that d~ficit. 
However, to a large part of the ~ewish community, these reasons are not ·so oovious. 
Hence, some ·opposition is sometimes expressed by uninformed Je~s to continued 
Jewish participation and expenditUres of funds in the struggle for enlarged "'Negro'' 
rights . rhe answer h.3s been and must be that Jews are dedicated to the cause of 
justice and equalj,ty because it is _best for all Americans. Jews as well as Negroes 
and other groups, are the beneficiaries of a society that 'assures full equality for 
all. · 

Meanwhile, what can be done about the problem of Wegro anti-Semitism? If we 
recognize that t~is particular f orm of bigotry is a prodl;ct of the racism that af
flicts both Negroes and Jews, we will understand that it cannot be dealt with direct~ 
1y by simple panaceas. In the long run, only the el.im:µlation of discrimination will' 
destroy the well springs -;;f its accompanying evils.. Hence; our major efforts must 
continue to 'be directed to-ward obt aining eq_ual rights for all Americans - in prac
tice, as wel1 as in theory - to the demolition of the barriers erected by bigotry ani 
discriminati on. ' 

At the same t:imQ1 however, we must not ignore the problem of Negro- Jewish 
tensions. Indeed, those tensions could, and t o some extent have; hampered the work 
f or the ultiJnate goal of equality. Hence it is necessary both to pursue the long
range objectives and, simultaneously, to attempt to meet ~he ~ediate difficulties. 

Our program should ther efore include the f ollowing element s .a 

First, we should use the dialogue technique between the Negro and Jewish commu~ 
nities to develop free ·and candid discussi:>ns to create better understanding. The · 
officers of the American Jewish Cnngress on a few recent occasions met with a number 
of leaders of the Negro· eommunity. We found that they ere well aware of the proble11 
discussed here and are deeply concerned about them. They know, as do we, that con
flict between Negroes and Jews serves only the cause of the segregationists. They 
have undertaken t o speak out against anti-SanitiS!ll among Negroes with all the in
fluence at their c-;;mmand. We must mak·e Negro leaders everywhere recognize that 
this is one of ~ imp6~1;ant respons:ibillties, 

But talks among nati ;.>nal leaders are n-;;t enough. Similar exchanges of views 
are needed at 1-;;cal levels, where grievances can be ventilated and ameliorative 
measures developed. We need to establish more and larger pipelines of commur.dcati.o: .. 
with local Negro leadership. We must be alert to create contacts with the new 
leadership that is developing. Together with the Negro leadership we must make 
every effort to correct misconceptions that exist ;41 both communities. 

Second, we must find better ways to overcome t.~e Negro community's present un·~ 
awareness of Jewis~. contributions in the civil rights struggle. We must make clear 
to Negro leaders and editors that they must carry this story and its meaning to the 
pe-;;ple. They, must use their access t o the Negro rank and file to build better intE. 
group understanding~ 

Tb5£~ we must use our position in the Jewish community to increase and in
tensify effo~ts t o build uriderstanding of the indivisible nature of tho civil · 
rights struggle. ~his educational effort is still f ar sho~ of its goal. We must 
reach the Jewish masses and emphasize that Jewish security requires a health:;, dem1 

cratic climate where everyone enjoys full security •. 
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F.)urth, we must continue our support of the civil rights struggle, because that 
support is dictated by the doctrines of our faith and because success in this battle 
is essential to the well.-being of our nation and all its people. 

Fifth, insofar as oppressive landlords, storekeepers and emplyers are concerned, 
it is clear that the Jewish community has no way of thrusting reform on its moral 
delinquents. Yet we can relieve the effects of their practices by striving for 
better enforcement of housing laws; for a greater supply of housing, for meanineful 
minimum wage laws, for improvements in our public schools , for prevention of decep
tive trade practices and f or such oth~r improvements as will make for a general 
elevation of community standards. 

Six.th, in our activities and in the solution of common problans, we m~st 
strive for equal status in relationships between the Negro and Jewish commtinities. 
In political, economic and social undertakings, in youth programs, in interreligi.ous 
dialogues, special efforts should be made to increase partici pation by Negroes as an 
integral and equal part of the entire community. 

In conclusion, may I say the Negro of today is through with his former inferior 
statu9 and will. no longer allow others to speak for or lead him. With full. recogni
tion of his new and proper status, Jews and Negroes can and must forfe a partnership 
of equals in the effort to achieve our common goal; full. equality in a free society. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date June 21, 1974 

to Harry Fleischman 

from Samuel Rab.inove 

subject Possible "tipping" point for black colleges 

You asked me what our reaction should be to an article 
in the Baltimore Afro-American which quoted Dr. Wendell 
Russell, president of Virginia State College, to the 
effect that a one-third white enrollment goal would 
eventually "tip" a black college toward a white 
majority, causing it to "lose its historic role in 
the black community". 

Whether or not Dr. Russell's prognosis is accurate, 
anyone's reaction to this matter ultimately must be 
rooted in how one sees black colleges. In my own 
experience, when I was with Allstate, for a time I 
gave a course in insurance law for new professional 
employees . By far the poorest prepared person in any 
of my courses was a man who had graduated from a black 
college, as well as from a black law school, in North 
Carolina. He functioned barely at the high school 
graduate level. I recall also how in Ralph Ellison's 
masterpiece, "The Invisible Man", he painted a 
devastating picture of a black college. 

In a recently published book, "Private Black Colleges 
at the Crossroads" by Daniel C. Thompson, the author 
describes black colleges as having "generally weak 
faculties, far below average student bodies, and 
inadequate, often sterile academic programs". In 
Thomas Sowell's book "Black Education-Myths and Tragedies", 
he writes: 

" ••••••• • there is not one black college in which 
the students' College Board scores average 
within 100 points of the average at Lehigh, 
Harpur, Hobart, Manhattanville, or Drew
deliberately picking schools that are~ in 
the Harvard-Yale-MIT category, where scores 
would average at least 200 points above 
those at any black college; 
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Harry Fleischman -2- June 21, 1974 

there is not a black college or university in 
the country whose library contains one-third 
as many volumes as the library at Wisconsin, 
Virginia, NYU, or Texas, or one-tenth as many 
as at Harvard; there is not a black economics 
department whose entire staff publishes as 
many scholarly articles in a year as outstanding 
individuals publish each year in a number of 
good departments; there is not one black 
department anywhere in the country which is 
ranked among the top twenty in anthropology, 
biology, chemistry, economics, engineering, 
English, history, mathematics, physics, political 
science, psychology, sociology, or zoology. The 
two black medical schools (Meharry and Howard) 
have been found to be "among the worst in the 
nation" and most of the black law schools 
"only one jump ahead of the accrediting agencies," 
while the graduate programs in the arts and 
sciences at the Negro universities are not even 
"adequate" by national standards." 

Quite apart from the grave problem of educational quality, 
the underlying questions of whether it is either legally 
permissible or socially desirable to maintain publicly 
funded predominantly black educational institutions are 
extremely ticklish ones. Certainly the major thrust of 
government policy (as well as of AJC policy) has been 
toward the fullest possible integration of schools and 
colleges. In any event, considering the depth and scope 
of the educational problems currently faced by black colleges, 
it would seem that the question of whether some might "tip" 
over into a white majority student body is almost an irrelevancy . 

cc : Bertram H. Gold 
Seymour Samet 
Marc Tanenbaum i 
Hyman Bookbinder 
Ann G. Wolfe 
Marilyn Braveman 



Editor 
. SOCIOLOGIC:,L QU:~RTERLY 

University of Missouri 
Department of Sociology 
1204 Elm 
Columbia, Missouri 65201 

!/ear Sir: 

!iL J~,J 
,If-' , ) 

September 3, 1974 

I can only use the word flabbergasted to describe my reaction to 
Oliver Cox's article in your spring issue. Such a piece misht have been ac
ceptable i n Nazi Ger??!any in the middle 1930s, but it surely is not acceptable 
in a responsible social science publication in the middle 1970s. It is a 
tendentious, wandering, vicious diatribe and you should be ashamed of your
self for publishing it. 

I also bitterly resent the slur that Cox aims in my direction in his 
footnote on page 192 in which he says I am "a converted Irish ethnic contribut
ing directly to the publications of the .,merican Jewish Committee." ~·ihat the 
hell does he mean by converted? Converted to Catholicism? Converted : rom 
Catholicism? Converted to Irish ethnicity? Converted away from Iris'h : ath
nity? Converted to Judaism? Converted to the .·.merican Jewish Committee ? Con
verted to the Jewish conspiracy to use pluralism to promote its own self
interest? 

\;hy doesn't Cox suggest that I'm also one of the authors of the Proto
cols of the Elders of Zion? 

For the record, I'm not a convert to anything. I was born an Irish 
Catholic Democrat. I have lived that way·, and I propose to go on living t ha t 
vay as ·tong as I have life. .\pparently, in Cox's demented world view (of which 
you mus·t approve; otherwise you vould not have published the article or t he 
slurring footnote), anyone who writes anything that appears in a Jewish publi
cation has become part of a monstrous Jewish conspiracy. 
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Editor 
SOClOLCX;IC.:".L QU ~RTERLY September 3, 1974 

Maybe Professor Cox will want to gather all quch books together 
· and bum them. 

Sincerely yours, 

~\MG . vr •\ndrew M. Greeley 

bee : Professor Rose Helper 
Mr. Bert Gold 
Dr. Mark Tannenbaum 
Mr. Irving Levine 
Mr. Milton Himmelfarb 
Professor Seymour Martin Lipset 

Director, Center for the 
. Study of .• merican Plum lism 

. \ 
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Jewi~h* Sell-interest in "Black Pluralism" 

OuVERC.Cox 

From time immemorial Jewish tribal cxclusiven~ among dominant socie1al groups has 
resulkd in various forms of conflict detennined bv the social siwatioo. The critical force 
involved has bt:cn the group's peculiar 1·esista11ce' to ~ocial . as:;imilation. Different social 
systems react difCetcntly lO the persistence of this trait. The caste system of India, for 
example, would hardly notice it. Bm capitalist cultuTe. whit:.h ori~ill'1ted in the 
European medieval city, has constantly resisted it; r~at culture is basically as.similationist. 
American :-<cizroes, in their opposition to racism, have relied mainly 011 1he i<leolo:;y of 
assimilation. These two divergent tendcncie:s have come into collision recently. 

IN AN earlier paper I attempted to show that the term "pluralism" has· become 
apparently a new mystical concept in sociology-especially fo the field of ethnic 
and race relations in the United States. It lacks consistent definition. It has been 
relied upon, however, even by Ll1eoretical sociologists, to answer major questions 
in the field. One writer, for example, di\'ides sociologists into "'assimilationists" 
and "'pluralists" and concludes that the reason for th<? recent "void" in signifi
cant race relations research is the widespread reliance among sociologists on a 
"'Melting Pot" view of American society. He advocates, therefore, "a new per
spective," which will involve "a more balanced view of 'black pluralism'" 
(Metzger, 1971). The argume1it goes beyond theory and is manifestly of c:on
siderable general importance. 

Anti-Semitism vs. Racism 

It has been recognized that anti-Semitism is an ancient social attitude probably 
coeval with the rise of Jewish tribalism. 1 It is thus an immemorial trait identified 
with Jewish culture. Its positive basis, in other \vords, tcu<ls to inhere in the 
very tribal organization of the group (Hertzler, 1942:6~; Berry, 19.58:200). 
Anti-Semitism can thus have no repressive effects in communities where Jewish 
power is ascendant. Indeed, outsiders in organized Jewish communities, his
torical or <!urrcnt, must expect to incur such rcspom.es as ethnocentrism, na
tionalism, and group discrimination. Anti-Semitism has been identifit::d with 
Jewish behaYior in the sense that it is a reacton of other groups to the Jews' 
lletermination to assert and perpetuate their identity. 

"One definition of a Jew," s::i.ys Rabbi Abn W. Miller, ·'might be someone 
who has to endure anti-Semitism .. :: ( ~·Ii!lt:r, 1969:81). J.n fact, a peculiar cultural 

Reprints of this article may be obuintd by 'l\'l'i1i11g Olh-er C. Cox. I>4Hl Ca~ .'\venue. De· 
troit, Michlgan 4820'1. 

©Oliver C. Cox 
•we use the tcnn Jewish here ad\'i:>t.'1.lly since \\"c Jo 11ot intend to say "the inten~st of Jc\~•·" 
1 1 re£er here Jo05cly to the trihali:<na o( Judah as sugi:;cstcd i11 the Old Testament.· -fir~t 

Sook of Kin~. 11·1!!. It is, of course, C>:ien1ially 1his .trait which confronted <litccli)'· :tfu: 
.·cunicni.m of Jl'>ll:> and Sc. Pau l. 

:: For :i Ji>cussion. of the Jews as a race sec Coon, l!H2:20ff. 
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trait of this branch of Semites virtually assures that it will be defined as Jews in 
this sense in probably every dominant culture. Unlike race prejudice, therefore, . 
anti-Semitism or intolerance is essentially an inherent societal response-a re
taliation resulting from a normal Jewish deknnination to resist merger of 
their civilization with that ·of host peoples.=: Among the earuest rccor<ls of this 
type of conflict, Miller ( 1969:80) obsenies: 

The pharoah at the time of the E.'todus from Egypt in the thirteenth pre-Christian 
century ... was unimpressed by the "Jewish" contribution to Egypti;m civilization in 
general ... He is described in the Bible as complaining that "they .are too m.my and 
too mighty for us. We m1,15t handle them carefully, lest tlu!}' multiply an<l then, if 
we happen to be at war, join our enemies and fight against us ... " This is the first ac
cusation against the "Jews" on record for their generic civic disloyalty . . . The first 
Pogrom against Jews for this and for other cbssirol ··anti-Semitic" reasons took pbce 
in Alexandria under Caligula [Roman t•mperor 37-41 A.D.] in the y~u 3S.4 

As a type of conflict, then, we h:we termed opposition between religious 
groups-Hindu vs. 'Muslim, Catholic vs. Protest.mt, Jew vs. Christian and so 
on~social intolerance. Anti-Semitism, as just imlic:atc<l, t('n<ls to he triggered 
by a dominant society's recognition of Jewish participation in cultural advantages 
of the community, to an enviable degree, but still rcmainin~ alic:iated from the 
parent group. Jews, in oth~r words, tencl to identify with the l1ost people 
according to their own advantage. As Ma.x Weber ( 1952:.tli) puts it: ~what 
is not to be underrated, th.is rmisanthropy' of the J t·ws] went together with 
the opportunity ... for every Pharasaical Jew to fall back on the strong support 
of the brotherhood. The economic effect of this factor could not escape the 
:ittention of pagan competitors." Gory crusad~s. for example, have been fought 
against Near-Eastern .Muslims; and yet, anti-lslamism h<tS not become tradi
tionalized in the \Vest in the sense that anti-Semitism has.:• 

3 As J . 0. Henzler puts it: "Three centuries bcfor~ the Christian cm 1hc Hcllcnislic peoples 
of Scleucitlcan S)·ria and Ptolmaic Eizypt coukl 11ot forgi,·e the Jew for rcfusini; 10 lose him.elf 
in Asiatic H el lenism. His refusal to intermarry or to aS)iinila1c rclic;iously or vthcn·1isc, t.·arnecl 
him the h•llrc."tl o f milny in 1he Gracco-Romiln worltl also. The Chris1ians lOok O\'cr this hatred 
and it has pt:rsbtcd ever since" (19·12:il). 

•We arc not particularly conccmc:<l here with the b~..:r qucs1ion oC lld.>raic ori~ins anti 
culture. but merdr with itlcnti£ying the is)UC in CUl'\'ent conflict. Sn., Cur an introduction 
10 origins, T;ilcott !'arsons 1966:96-102. 

Ii "The non-Jcw," according to l'rof<:ssor Hcrtdcr (l!H!!:Su), "feds that the J•·w, despi te hi> 
p rotc:)taliuns IO the contrary, is still a •foreigner' :H ht::1n: s1ill d ivid1..'l.I i11 hi~ Joy:ilty ;11111 

S)'ntpa1hy; s1ill 11ut a complo:u: national, not quite one with him; still livi11i; 'off' him I.Jut 
not ·with' hi111. Many of 1hc jc1~s. he Cceb :ire still a pcoplc more i111..:rc,1cc.I in t hcir own 
nation and ;heir own people than in their allegiance to the coun tries "·ith which tl1cy h3ve 
thrown tii..:ir lot." 

We tc11ta1ivd)' ma~ illustrate the point made here b)' such current da1;i as the followin~. 
On J une l!:;, 197~. t\\'O column·long artidcs in 'the Neu.• l'ork Timcf slt\::.....:<l Jewish concern 
with er hnic perpetuation and disc!os...'\l th~ particularly fa\'vr.ible economic ;;nd ctluration:..l 
posi tivn <Jf the group. The first article, ''Rabbis Arc Up!>t·t hy As·;imila1i11n," ~:till in_ pan: 
"The· R;ibl.>iuical Council of America. the larS:,l'St o( lhc couml")·\ OrrhO\lm: ral.>bi11ic ;:roups, 
votro }'l'Stcrtla)' [June 21] 10 cst:il.>lish a ~atioual Co1111ui:..~io11 on Jcwbh Sun·ival to rt:sist 
what i!~ pri:si<lr111 [ ltab!Ji Louis Bernstein ] tc:nm·<l 'the fri;thtcni11i;: incrcasc in inter ·ntarria:;e 
an<l mb:.ionary ;u:li\'ity ;1111011:; )l·ws •• : 111 ur:;in;; ti1c l'Sl.al.>lislimcut oC a sur\'i\•a l co111missin11, 
Ral>bi lkr:1s1cin ;aid th:tt 1.hc: threat vC il:1cru1arriagc wa; being u1akr,·s1 inutc<l hy )-Ollle Jc ... ish 
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Some students have emphasized teachings of the New Testament as the 
critical .source of anti-Semitism .. It is ordinarily suggested as some variation 
of the following: 

"Anti-Semitism is a Christian phenomenon. Jew hatred preceded Christianity. But it is 
Christianity which has effectively cast the Jew in the· role of deicide from which, 
in Western Society, there seems to be 110 escape. Even in a so-called sccuJ:u society ·such 
as our own ... the hidden assumptions of the majority are Chri:.1ian •.. Any culture 
which teaches the unabridged New Testament to children ... is going to have anti
Semitism" (~tiller, 1969:85).6 

In this statement Rabbi Miller seems not to have anticipated a11ti-Semitism 
in .. so-called secular society." It appears to be in this very .situ.1tion of urban 
secularization, however, that anti-Semitism germinates and spreads. To put 

· excessive emphasis upon the anti-Judaic strictures of Christianity is to obscure 
the critical tribal force and meaning of Ju<lai~m. As Hertzler (1942:67) observes: 
" .. . Judaism has remained essentially a tribal religion." The positive behavior 
of Jews tends thus to excite retaliation, i.e., cultural rejection. In a chapter on 
"Judaism an<l Early Christianity" Max Weber ( 1952:424) concludes: .. there 
are the promises of the prophets, the horror and disdain for Christian poly
theil.m, above all, however, the exceedingly stable tra<lition created by an in
comparably intensive education of youth for a ritualistically quite firmly 
structured way of life." 

It was, moreover, the social organization particularly of Ulcdicval cities7-

not that of the feudal manor nor the Hindu caste village-which provided the 
peculiar freedom for Jewish cultural specialization in business and in education 
without the responsibilities of total cultural iden!ification. Jews thrived in such 

leaders ... He declared ... 'our first priority is to insure the stability anr.J survival of our 
people.'" 

The scconu article, "Job Shift Urged on Young Jews," was mainly a report ' to the same 
Fallsburg, New York C.Onveutiou of the Rabbinic:il Council of Alllerica on educ-.uional and 
employment status of Jews by Herbert Bicnstock, i·cgional director of the Federal Bure;iu of 
Labor Statistics. The Bienstock study showed that some 60 percent of Jewish youth go ro 
college and specialize mostly in white-collar occupations. A 19'37 unpublished census revealed 
that Jews .had a "median of 12.3 years of schooling compared to the overJll populations's 10.6 
years." This ccnsm also iuuicatcd "Jewish incomes well above those for the population at 
large ... Jewish males 14 }'cars olu and over had median incomes of $4.900, compared to the 
national $3,608; Jewish females Sl.663, compared to $1,146." 

6 To the same effect Rabbi Jay Kaufman (1969) asserts: "(Anti·Scmiclsm] has a reservoir of 
centuries old stereotypes ..• to which the Christian world traditionally reacts. It is difficult 
!or any Christian to oucgrnw tl1e theological anti·Sdoicism of his early religious training. It 
is. a ready instrument for malevolence . .. " "Thou Shalt Surely Rebuke Thy Neighbor," in 
Nat Hentoff, (1969:60) . 

For a general discussion of "the Jew as a kapegoat" see J. 0. Hemler, (1942:94ff) ; and 
Talcott Parsons, "The Sociology of Modern Anti·Semitism" (1912:115). 

7 Simpson and Yinger (1951:):207, 213·214) seem to appreciate this fact. Jn che customary 
analysis of the subject, however, its significance uccomcs lost. Consider, for instance, the fol· 
lowing: "In the last analysis it was not the pcasamry or che landed aristocracy but · the urbari 
lower middle class who formed the core ot the allli ·Scmitic mo\·crnent. Not clerical power but 
u1.-cp·)eate<l, anci·religious sentiments furnished much of du: moli\"e force . . . Despite the de· 
feat of Natism . .. ;md rernl:;iou· against its idcoluizy and policies. we way not ha\·c Sl·en the 
cut! of ;in1i·Sc111i1is111 ... in I::uropc auu the Soviet Union. Individual frustration focused by a 
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famous cities as Venice, Genoa, and Florence. They ordinarily behaved :is aliens, 
however, and were regarded thus.s Again, as Hertzler ( 1942:74) points out: 
'"The Jewish culture is always a foreign cultur~an unwgeste<l element-within 
the larger areal culture.» The critical milieu of anti-Sc·mitism has not been, 
therefore, so much Christianity as capitalist urbanism. The following is an at
tempt by Rabbi Miller ( 1969: 109) to. e>.-plain this peculiar cultural dualism as it 
engenuers anti-Semitism: 

The AmeriC:\n Jew lives ... in two civili?~tions, the American :m<l the Jewish. He has 
two religions, the American and the Jewish. God fwictions for him on two levels. On 
the Americau level ... God is experienced as Power ••• making for American ful
fillment ... On the Jewish level he ei.-periences God as the Power m:iking fur salvation 
in Jewish life the world over .. . Jewish experience over the ages is thus transmitted 
through the people by the familr, which in tw·n :lffords trib:ll identity to the in
dividual Jew. 

It is, ·accordingly, not merely adherence to Christianity- perhaps not eve~ 
mainly such adherence-which produces :inti-Semitism. To the Christian Cod, 
the Jew opposes his own Cod an<l his ethnicity. This process tends inevitably 
to yield invidious cultural <.'Onsequeuces. To quote Rahbi Miller ( 1969:87) 
further: "The very intensity of the pressures incites the Jew to excel 111is in 
tum elicits further resentment and jealousy. He is hated if he ref uses to as
similate. He is hated even more when he tries hard to assimilate." To exc:el in 
the culture, however, is basically to enhance Jewish competitive power and not 
automatically dissipate Jewishness through assimilation. lnde~d, this very in
consiste.ncy seems to have constituted the pith of intergroup frustration and an
tagonism in European mediev::i.l cities. 

Albert Vorspan ( 1969:213-215) is probably somewhat censorious in his de
piction of Jewish attitudes toward the current racial crisis in the United States. 
As he puts it, however, the charncteristic Jewish alienation observed by its 
immemorial critics seems to emerge: 

The American Jewish commWlity is silent on the p:tr:.1mou11t moml choices facing the 
nation . . . As the inner citv has become the new racial frdnti1:r in American life, 
Jewish groups increasingly l~g behind Christian invol\•ement i11 the urban setting. 
Christian leaders talk about the urban cl'isis the way Jews talk about the Isr.icli crisis
as a matter of sheer survival ••• Most sy11::1gogucs stand in suspcnck.od' i~olation from 
tbe central problems of the community.U 

traditional prejudice and prcsunu:d uscfulnc:ss uf a scapegoat in inlcrnal :ind intcrn:i tionJI 
:ifCairs keep it :ilivc" (italics addL't.I}. 

I t is conceivable that the Jcr..» :is :i t ribe or nalion of peopk'$ \\'Oul<l be more intol.:rant 
than Christ ians. The nc1.-d for );,'Toop ~oliu:uicy anu llu: cth11UL0.:11tric iuo.:<L o f a .. chuscn people" 
tend to pcrsisc. l t \vas tl1c ccuwcnisw of Christianity which produced irs final break with 
Judaiuo. It seems fnconccivablc, furthcm1oi-e, that :iuti·Scmili.111. in its most frightful fonu. 
has not been particul:irl~· an expression of tl1e "lower miJc.llc class" but of the ruling class: It 
w:is uicdic..val city counci ls th:i t 1ua<lc dcci.ions to humil iate or cxpc:l Jews. l'n:occupJ&ion wilh 
incident~ <•f :int i-Semitic brutalil\· tends to be: .'l c.lin:rsion. 

8 Cf. Oli\'er c. Coi.:. (19:i9:97-9il. l:!O·lol). 
O "Albert Vorspan is Uirc:.:tor of the Commis..iun 011 Sor.ial :\etion of Rl'ionn Judai, m of the 

Union of Amc:ric:in Hebrew Coni;rc;::.tiuns aml C..:1111 .11 Co11£i:11·11cc o( :\111crica11 Rab1'is:· s..-... 
Nat Hcntoff ( 1969:190). 
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Black Pluralism · 187 

"Pluralism" as a Program of Jews for 'Vhitc Awericans 

Recently, Jews have been campaigning intensively against the tradition of cul
tural assimilation in the United States. Assimilation has been disparaged and 
referred to in pejorative terms. As William S. Bernar<l ( 192.7:7) observes 
typically: 

It is evident today that the host society is gradually altering its views, both theo
retically and pr.ictically. The old concept of the "melting pot," which mysteriously 
transmuted alien dross into native American gold, has been abandoned, as has the 
glib idea of pure assimilation, which divested ethnic (groups) or their past cultural 
identity and reclothed them in the shining garb of "150% Amcric:ms." Instead, the 
various meanings of cultural pluralism are being e>.J>lored. 

ff, then, Americans could conceive of their ideal society as a stable network of 
national cultural "ethnics," they could reverse their traditional tcnclcncy toward 
cultural assimilation aud establish <l new kiml ,,f society ho.spitahlc to the 
peculiar Jewish isolationism. The <lcsidcratum comes in many guises. In one 
expression of it, H.abbi Jay Kaufman ( 1969:72) explains: · 

Jews work witl1 pco'ple of all races, religions, and national origins tiuriug the day but 
return to largely segregated social lives at night ;md on weekends. This is true of most 
groups in the United States harboring a keenly-felt scusc of group identity. 

To the same effect Albert Vorspan ( 1969:210) admoni:ihc.s: .. lt is in the de~pcst 
self-interest for us as Jews and for the American people to crt:ate a society which 
cherished diversity. That is what pluralism is all about."10 That, indeed, is the 
very opposite of Israel Zangwill's hope: an Aml.!ric.:ari cultural u11ion vis-a-vis 
the limitations of abiding social conflict characteristic of minorities iu many 
European nations. · · 

That the American Jewish w.iy of life would be most satisfactorily accom
modated to a peculiar "pluralistic" type of society is hardly <loubtfuJ. ll As we 

10 In a recent article, Harold J. Abram~un (1971:18, 28) explains: "What lies tlte past 10 
1he prtsent ... is pluralism-the diversiLy of different elhnic ~roups co·cxi.stini; in so111c dcgret: 
of ;icc:oinmoclation under the roof of the sami: society." And he says, in co11cl11sion LO this 
srudy of ethnic groups in Connecticut: "Some trends of the present may <.le·etnphasii.e ethnit: 
diversily, but t1'1e rcaliLy of the A1m:rican pasl •.. su~b'C•ts that eth11ic pluralbtu is not 
jusl romanticism but a force in American socicLy ... which we 111~y be just beginning 10 
understand." 

It should be note<.!, however, that, for modern Israel. Jews seem to consider l!te melti11~ 
pol as a model. For example, ;ifler a discussion of fore~ exerted upon i111migra111s from 
various countrie~ into Israel, J. Isaac (i!J.'j<i::.!34-2<i6) in his anicJe, ""hrad-A New Melling Pot?,'" 
cila.:s appro1tingly ficu Gut'ion's pr1:1.lictiv11 which sa\'S in pan: "\Vithin the Slate Llie differcuccs 
hctwcc:n various kinds of Jews will be obli1t:ra11:d in the C<)Uf•C of time. the •·vn1111unities aud 
tribes will sooner or later fuse into one national and cultural unity. Common education, we 
Hebrew l;mi:;uag•·, u11i\'c1»al ~Cl\ kc in 1 he.: 1>1-4cJ De lens:.: l'o1t.cs . .. mixcJ 111;1rna:;cs I.> et ween 
the various tribes . co10111011 policic;d ac1io11 iu 11oncomn11111al panics. :md so vu, will produce 
a new type of Jew wilh t.he fa\'orablc qualities ;in<l char:i(leri$lics uf all the lriues of Jsrad.'' 
In W. D. llonic, ed .. (1959:2'i6) . 

11 On this point <>f .Jewish pluralism. C.. E. Sin11»on an<l J . M. Yingcr (1~75:.232ff) oLsen·c: 
• . ._ .. in the United SLalcs today the forff~ of assimila1io11 seem 10 he \\'t-;11..er amoui; Jews 
than the forces of pl11rali.111 .. . P.lost Jews a.:011t i11ul· to 1 hi11k of tha.:m>dn:~ and to be thought 
of as a distincch·c clhnic wmmunity." The :iul11urs liot app.Jrc-111 1·c;1sons for this. 1-'or further 
d<'i;cription~ of the pluralislic point of view scc ilrcwton Ucrry (1!15t!:16·17, Ch. I~). 
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have seen, this social tr.iit is an ancient char.lcteristic of the group. The question 
arises, however, whether such a social pattem would be best ;tlso for the 
American nation and fnr Negroes in particnlar. 1:! Some Jewish leaders insist 
that it would, and that Negroes should strive directly to attain it. The argument. · 
as we have already suggested, is a subtle one. It identifies the interests of 
American Negroes with the objectives of black uationali:;ts. In so doing, how
ever, the essential purpose or relevant Jewish self-interest seems to he revealed. 
Accordingly, Rabbi Miller ( 1969: 111) :isscrts: 

" . . . blaclc and Jew ... share a basically common agenda. Tiie right of both to lin~ 
autbenticnlly t\vo civi..liz:ltious is at stak~. As Professor Leon:ud Fcfo shrewdly observed: 
"[If black militance succeeds in the United States] we (Jews) will be :unon~ its 
unintt:nded bencfici..iries ... On1: must separate out tl1e ideological implications of the 
new Negro cohe:;iveness from its oc<::isional auti-St>miti<: m:111ifestations . . ." The 
ethnic and tribal stmse of self-value whic:h preserved the Jew from inner deteriorntion in 
the ghetto is being crcatt.'(.l uy th~ ulack man to save lais own stm~l: of sdf-value . - . Black 
and Jew share a common AmeriC'.111 purpose. 1:: 

Manifestly, then, if black nationalism sucCt!e<ls, Jewish interest in Ameri
can "pluralism" would be enh;.mcl:'c.l. Jewish self-conct'rn frequently tE'nc.lo; to be 
so overriding that, in serving it, the valid Negroes' C-.lusc and even the nation's 
welfare may be overlooked. t~ Observe still further, for exa111plc, how another 
Jewish leader extracts .. -alue-reaJizable value-from possibilities of the Negroes' 
gamble with black power. Thus Vorspan (1969:220) expl.iins: 

The drive for Bbck Power is, ideally, opening America to a new and true plnrnlism in 
which Jews will be one of the important ueneficiary gn.mps. Thi:> new plw·alism will 
require a positive expression of Jewish values :ind ideals .. . At Cornell Uni\.·crsity, 
one-thous:ind Jewish students petitioned for special Jewish studies. At Bam:ml. Jewish 
students have clemancle<l similar programs. On hundreds of college campuses-and 
incre:.isingly at the high-school level :l.S well-Je:ws ar.: lcMning · from uf:icks to confront 
the root.s of their own institutions ::ind to probt: their own hcritage.1:; 

1:? Jn his rcvk w of T/11: Rise of the Unmelta/Jli: .Etll11ics by l\l. Novak :in<l H'/iy Can't They 
Be Like Us1 b y A. Creeley, P c:ter I. Ru:;c: observes: "Doth Creeley aml Nuvak seem to lhink 
th:ll the n clV tribalism is :;O-O<l for cllmirs and fur the ruuntry. 11111 11d1l1c r CutO<'.i c:I~ th pnw
ing it."' Sec Conte111f10Tary ~ociolugy, J anuary 1~3. p. Ii. 

13 Jn t.hcir tliswssion u( al>oti1iv11is111, ll. G. Wcblxml and A. Stein ( l!>i0:2G, 212) refer to 
thi:1 rrait of Jewbh sclf·intc rc:stedness. As they put ii: .. This fact has nol f.:Ulle 111111oticctl. In ics 
lhirt1.-<:n th ;umual report prcs.::111cJ in New \'ork in lll!i:J Lhc American :uul .Forci~n Ant i-Slavery 
Suciet)" statc:J: "The Jews of the United St,;1.!es h3vc never taken ;my stc:ps wl.tlit~cr n:gard 
to t.hc slavery question . A.s c itizen:; thc:y dc:1.:m jc their policy to h3\"c c:wry one c:huosi: which ever 
side he rn3y deem best lo pro1uo1c his own imeresls :ind !he: wdforc of his countl'y .. : " 

u For a cogent c.lbcussion of the development o f Amcric;in J ewish sulidarity \vitb the rising 
state of Israel 3nu the cuCTcut problem of .. dual loyally'" 3mong Jews, see Norman Podho\..:U, 
"Now, Instant Zionism," N~ r .,rk Times .Magazine, l'cbruary 3, 1 !>74, pp. l ll f. 

tel Nc:grvo..-s should probauly be cautiou' :auout iJemi(yiue; thc111:.clvc:s viilh this "new and 
true plur:ilism." Dec:idcs ago Profc:s:>0r Hern!er (1942:i7) S3id: ". . • in maintaining a 
dualistic [plur:ilisticJ relationship (Jews] run· counrcr lo all tbe p rindplcs of ac:ccpt.an<:_c ;;mJ 

assi.wibtion ... To become one with a people . .. you have lu cc::uc: being. :111tl wautini; to be:. 
somc1hing d:.c :it t.hc s:imc: time. Other nation:.lity groups. in laq~c part gi\e up their old n:i · 
t ional loyalties when 1hey bt:corue ru,~mbc:rs· of a n1.Hhc1 11ation • . . Thu:s the 1,rrcat bullt o f 
A.atcric:1ns ue p:irt of a new -..hole with it.s u nique: ant.I charaw:ristic: valut-:1 a11J ol!jective>, and 
they c!l'Sirc no 01heB . . . A !:uge number or Jew, want all tht' privilt-ges of being an 
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It seems appropi:iate to repeat, however, that tlu~ Negroes do not have a 
culnue in the sense that Jews have one. Jews could consider themselves de
scendants of an ancient Hebrew people, the chosen tribes of Judah, a book-de
voted people moving in and out of ~reat ·ancient .civilizations, and surviving 
culturally into. our own timcs.•u Negroes, to the contrary, <lcsccnd from a 
multiplicity of una:;similate<.l West African tribes-most of them preliterate, some 
of them culturally antagonistic, and thus with hardly any direct cultural 
continuity and compatibility-into the United Stat~. Again Weber ( 1952:336 
and ·H7) seems to emphasize the fact in saying: 

Prophecy together with traditional ritu~lism of Israel, brought forth the elements th:1t 
gave to Jewry its p:uial1 place in the world ... The ancient aversion to Jews was for 
from constitutiug a "'racial" antipathy. The tremendous scope of proselytism .. • is suf
ficient evidence against this. It was, rather, tlae negative attitude 0£ the Jews themselves 
which was devisive for t11e mutual relation.17 

As Rabbi l\liller sees it, however, this difference need not be an insuperable 
roadblock. Negroes may produce a comparable "'civilization" by imitating Jews. 
Jewish civilization is, of course, "a religious civilization par excellence." The en
visioned Negro will, 'therefore, embody "a naturalistic and humanistic religion." 
Accordingly, Miller ( 1969:9-11, 113) continues: · 

Cri.spus Attucks, Phyllis Whatley, Paul Lawrence Dunbar ... will function in Afro
Americ.an religion the way Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, • .. function in Jewish religion ... 
(Swahili would be the Negroes' linguistic sanctum) ••• In view of the fact that the 
principle of separation of church and swtc frown on reli&rion as such being taught 
in public schools, perhaps .the pattern for LI.ad:: cultural centers could Le the Jewish 
Yeshivah, Jewish day schools ... which supplement regular school ... With.in the 
public school system Afro-American civilization should receive the same r~pect ac
corded Jewish and Christian civilization. 

Jn the view of this enJjghtened Jewish thinker, these three civilizations-Afro
American, Jewish, and "Christian"-would properly form the basis of American 
pluralism. Negroes, furthermore, should observe and follow the Jewish empha
sis on education a.nd economic achievement. Rabbi .Kaufman ( 1969:68-69) says: 

I beli~ve, though the differences are enormous, the direction must be identical . .. What 
is sibrnificant and makes a difference is that the Jews who ... arrived in the U'niteci 
States had a great advantage over the Negro of a strong family unit, male literacy, de
votion to educ:ition and a white skin ... But even these would have been offset if the 
Jews had adopted se!f-ghettoization and moved toward social and economic a~theid. 

There is, marufestly, inconsistency in the latter suggestion; but we have 
followed the reasoning at some length because of its seminal importance to the 

American ... and. at the same time, look upon themsch·cs :is eternal members of the world 
Jewish c<immunity." 

16 CJ. for an erudite .account: Theophik J. Meck, H~bn:w Origi11s, New York, 1950, pp. ~O 
passim; and for a brief discussion: Herbert Krosney, "Isr:iel :it Twenty-Five;· ·rhe Nation, 
April 30, l9i3, pp. 550·553. 

17 The :iuthor uses the tenn "pariah'" to n1ca11 a rcla1ively low status group, Un:u."Simi:ible 
but not part of the Hindu caste structure. See Weber (1952:?1-5) . 
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sµbje.ct and the need to indicate the fictitious supports employc•d by hath Nc~ro 
nationalists and sympathetic Jewish pluralists. 18 Perhaps it should be ohvious 
that American Negroes cannot create for themselves a culture with the p..:culiar 
difference and viability as that of Jews. Cultures arc spontaneous social phc· 
nomena-traditional structures-not such art.if ici:llities. 

The ma.in point here is the argument that the Negro should do ewrything 
possible to integrate himself in the educational and economic life of the n:.ttion: 
"Just as the Jews did ... he is going to gain the skills and degrees that pennit 
him to work in the big· American corporations, break into the lily-whik labor 
unions and thereby gain his liveliJlood ... " (Kaufman, 1969:70). He should, 
nevertheless, value '"social segregation." As Rabbi Kaufman ( 1969:72-i:) } puts 
it typically: "'Negroes should be cautioned against confusing social scgn!~ation, 
which is natural and sometimes desirable, with economic scgregation.''1

" Al
though the motives of Kaufman and Booker T. Washington are ob\'iously 
divergent-for Washington the social will come later-the latter, in like 111anncr, 
cautioned Negroes. 

As we have se~n. Jewish "social segregatiou" is a positive climen . .;\on of 
Jewish culhtrc. Social segregation, in other wo·rds, is an inherent element of the 
structure of that culture. Among its in-group uses, segregation conserves Jewish 
social solidarity and facilitates endogamy. It is particularly this characteristic of 
"social segregation" which Jews seek to protect in their current drive tow:.u<l 
reconstruction of American society on a pluralistic basis. 

Negroes cannot ad~pt such a pluralistic society at will, however, anr more 
than they can devise a typically Jewish cultural structure for thcmsclvcs-a~sum
ing, of course, that they wanted one. Jews are unique in that they have hecn 
the only people who have been able to take full advantage of material resources 
in larger host societies everywhere without givin~ way eventually to soda! as
similation. TI1ey have, in, other words, maiotnincd divided loyalties-"<lual citizen
ships .. " TI1is trait, as we h~t\'C indicated, has been a factor. ill universal •Hlti
Semitic tendencies. · 

No m;'ltter, therefore, how specious or inapplicable such a program might 
be for Negroes, it still will be advocated for them if it seems to serve the pur-

18 The cckbratc<l drama, The Melting Pnl (al.t·eady referred to) , wriue1\ by a llrithh Jew 
and o·rientoo tow;ird 1he as:;in1i!a1ion of American iwmi~rants. including Jews especially. w;.i:; 

attacked as anti·Scmitic. Thi.s 1.1li:.ode probably illustrales lhe inherent. assitnilative difference 
betWCC!! Negroes and Jews. "Auu:ric.:i," wrote Israel Z:ingwill (1!>22::l'.J) in 1908, ··j, God's 
Crucibie, the great l\fc!1ing-Pot where all the races of Europe are melting and reforming .. . Gu· 
maru and Frenchmen. Irishmen and Englishmen, Jews and Russians .•• " Many Jews took 
c:xccption to this conclusion. The author therefore explained:· "While a disringuishcd Christian 
clergyman wrote that [the proonction] was 'calculated to do for the Jewish rJce what 
U11cle Tom's Cabin did for the colored ~n.' the Jewi!>h pulpits of Amc:rica have resounded 
with denunciation of iLs wpposcd solutiC>n of the Jewish problem by dissolution ... Di~cords, 
logether with the pre•·:ilent anti·Semitism :ind his own iui:;raincd persistence tend co preserve 
the Jew even in tbe ·Melting Pot.' so chat his dissolutiou 111ust be nccc~o;;1rily slower 1h:111 th:u 
of the similar ag~e<,:ations of Gcnnans., Italians, or l'oles. nm the process for all b 1hc 
same. however. tempcre1l by spcdfic factors" pp. 20~·210. (italics added.) Zangwill admitted 
that in the latter conclusion he 111ay l>c o•·cr·optimistic. 

19 Another Jewish \Hirer, John ~l:.wson 1. l%G:H·!ill), ;;J,o<::llcs .. mu1u:1I :i id " amon;; :\q~rut:s 
as an implicit means of achieving eihnic identity. 
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pose of Jews. Many studies have listed and des~~ibed points of friction and 
enmity between Jews and Negrot.-s in American cities.2u As scenes and situa
tions ·change, however, this friction may prove to be short-lived . 

And yet, the long-run tendency has been for Negroes to become unlimitedly 
identified with American "white society" and thus to develop traditional cultural 
anti-Semitism. Moreover, the desire among Jews to retard Negro assimilation 
in the interest of social pluralism may supply fundamental and ineradicable 
soum~s of anti-Semitic alienation. The political divergence between Negroes and 
Jews in the 1972 election-Democrats and Republicans respectively-may be a 
telltale straw in the wind21 

.... . . .... 
"Ground Rules for the New P_lliralism· 

Acl1ievement of "pluralism" tn the United States has been envisaged by the 
American Jewish Committee ( A.J.C.) as a practical possibility. It has been 
partly excited in the great cities by the Jewish-Negro antagonism of the late 
sixties. As the A.J.C. explains: "Black-white conflict ... was the concern which 
brought the Uewish] National Project on Ethnic America into being [in 
1968)."'..:z Three concepts seem to dominate the ''ground rules"' of this Jewish 
m~\'ement: ethnic identity, integration, and indeed pluralism itself. By propo
gating and legitimizing general white ethnicity-"ethnic awareness and sclf
identity" -Jewish unassimilability also may be legitimized. Among whit~ Ameri
can ethnics, it has been assumed, the "lower middle class" would be most 
susc.-eptible to "folk" and ·nationalistic" appeals.!!:i 

As one advocate puts it: "Another name of cultural individuality is eth
nicity . . . What makes a German socially and culturally different from a 
Frenchman . . . or a black American from an American Indian . . . is their 
ethnic background, their ethnicity" (Bemard, 1972:3-4). In this drive for ethnic
re.vival, however, Negroes are not directly included. In fact, the movement 
may be thought of as a reaction to Negro militancy. It was started in 1968 to 
"test new approaches to the needs and problems of white ethnic groups ... [And] 
much of the discussion of white ethnic problems in the mass media in recent 
months has grown out of these efforts" (American Jewish Committee, Flyer 
C, 1972). 

:\ccording to Andrew M. Greeley ( 197!:157, 163): "If demands for black 
power . . . are valid . . . so too are the demands of ethnic groups for more 
powt.•r over the control of their destiny .. . " But blacks, above all, must under
stand that "white ethnics are deeply committed to .American society," so that 
'\vhc·n a member of the Black Panther party postures like Mussolini on the 

20 Weisbord and Srcin, Biltt:rsu·eet (alr~·:u.ly refcrr.:11 lo), h a contril.naiou in a his c:w:gory. 
!!l For an analysis sec 0 'T!1c j c\irish S:,·i11;; to Nii.011," in 'rime, Augu,l !:I, 197:!. Pl•· l'.!ff. :\.s 

the :mtl1or implic>, int.:me l>radi 11ativ11alism has l.Jccn ;,d<l<!d to im111cu111rial jc\~i.:.h tribalas111 
to complicate the Amc:ricau si1uatio11. 

:::.: A1uc:rii:.an Jewish ConnuiLtce, " The Croup Life Report," :\o. '.! • .Janua1·y l972, mimco· 
graphcJ. 

~:i The American j cwi.:;h Conuuiltn', ".National l'rOjl·ct 011 l::thnic .\mcrica," Jnfonnatiou 
Fhu C. 197~. 
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television screen and warns that he is going to destroy a city, the white ethnics _ · . 
are quite prepared to take him at his word. "2 • ·· 

· As we have indic-.tted, another basic concept of the "new plur.ilism" is 
integration.. In this context integr.ition may be thought of as pennaucntly partial 
assimilation: a social condition which allows achievement . of a <lcfinitve, 
pluralistic society. If, then, integration and not assimilation .could be regarded 
as a basic Amedcan cultural ideal, "white ethnics" may identify their cultural 
situation with that of Jews . 

Indeed, American society may be properly definable as inherently 
"pluralistic." Accordingly "the American Jewish Committee ( 1972, flyer C) ... 
undertook to apply its specialized understanding of pluralism . . . to help de
velop more positive approaches ... to the needs of lower mi<ldle class whites." 
The movement has been centered in colleges and universities of the nation; 
it has appealed with remarkable success to great research foundations-for ex
ample, $262,500 from the Ford Foundation in HJil-it has put out considerable 
literatur¢ (purportedly scientific and impartial) and influenced public infomla;c-
tion media; and, most spectacularly, it has sponsored an Annual Conference o"f ·: 
Ethnic Communities in many large metropolitan centers. · 

Ethnic Community Celebrations 

In the process of producing these national celebrations, the Jewish promoters 
are largely hidden. Highly visible, however, are city governments, mayors, 
news media, and scholars reading sympathetic papers on all aspects of "ethnic" 
integration and pluralism. A superficial examination would seem to suggest 
that the purpose of the occasion is simply satisfaction of the city's interest in 
promoting "minority pride and fun." For instance, on July 17, 1972, the Detroit 
News, under a journalistic heading, "Ethnic Festiv.tls a Civic Treat," wrote in 
part: 

Detroit has discovered' through the series of summ~ weekend etl1nic festivals that 
diversity can be fun. The Irish, Germans, Afro-Americans, Poles-in fact. virtually 
every race, religion and nationality-have found cultural expression in these remarkable 
events .. . Mayor Cribbs, who two yt:!ars ago plt>d~td city ~1ssista11ce to the first few 
events, descrvc.'S much of the credit for the festival's success . . . Detroit1~rs, who 
[previously), like most Ami:ric.ins, always sought to play down hac.:kground diffc:re11ccs 

:!•Father Greeley is a convertci.I Irish ethnic co111 rilluting directly to publirntiuu, uf 1he 
American J ewish C.ommiuee. Sec, for example, Seymour M . LipS(:l, <:1utt/J Ufe ill .1111,.,-ica, 
A T;isk Force Report, the American J ewish Co1umi1tce, New York, 197::?. 

One gets this thl·ory, apparently cfforclcssly, even fro:n popular ruc<lia. For example. under 
an article heading "Year of the Ethnics" (Lift', AUJt. ';!5 , 1972. p . 12). we are in£om1ed that 
"Much of wh;ic bothers the ethnics i1n-olv~ the J\Jack' ... Opinion polls show increasing 
acceptance of inu.~r:ition in tr.111spor1atio11, jobs. :ind iiublic plact.'S. The rub comes on sud1 
black-a.ssociatcd sul>jccts as criruc and welfare .. . Oddly enou::h. the blacks taught rhc 
ethniCI their new nJCalncss. i'rom bl:ick pride they rook the mes;agc: why not accept wtiac
ever in your origins you c:in't ch:m~<:? ..• The \ YASI', ju' t as m uch as the ethnic, is likely 
to have bis own p ri\·a te quarrel .with what passes as pro cut J\r.ncrk:m culture ••. WASPs 
[now] pri~c. 111orc than they u:;.:d to, the diveniry of cunoms ... th:n inake Ull the :11:tual 
Amcric:i . . • Now that the ri;;ht 10 variety in A1111:rka11 life is rcco1,'lli«'d an<l assim! l;,tiun is 
less insisted on thln it once was, ethnics don 't have to l.11: ~ dcfcu~i.-c ahuut 1heir p.1~1s. Their 
pride is admirable." 

• t . # 
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are having a roaring good time sharing their respective heritages with otJlers • : • • DC
troit has a good thing going and it should be kept going. 

The scholarly part of the annual Conference is organized, with ··papers 
listed, as if they were periodic meetings of scientific societies.::!! Immemorially, 
of course, there have been, in certain first-generation, immigrant neighborhoods, 
seasonal folk <lancing, marching, and so on in the streets. Ordinarily, however, 
they have been disregarded by the American public or vouchsafed only transi
ent notice. As jus~ noted, though, the current movement has b1:en promulgated, 
facilitated, and. sometimes evc:n fin.meed by the city government. 26 

In the pivotal New York situation, for example, the New York Times {May 
14. 1972) carried an article titled, WLindsay Administration Begins Cultivating 
Various Ethnic Communities"; and the writer seems to indicate not only that 
ethnic festivals are now being encouraged by the major but also that a minor 
city office has been set up in City Hall to discover nationality groups and en· 
courage their folk traditions. Among the celebrations scheduled for May 1972, 
there was one titled "a salute to Israel." 

It seems as if the city government should neither promote nor abolish 
spontaneous nationality celebrations. But government has a normal obligation 
to celebrate only Americanism and American national unity. Entrance of city 
administrations in "ethnic conferences" excites inter-cultural invidiousness and 
competitiveness.2 7 Perhaps, however, such an outcome is precisely what the 
American Jewish Committee is striving to achieve: "integrated p luralism." Re
version of the United States census to enumerations of n:1tionality groups28 

manifestly contributes to such a purpose. In fact the census might have come 
under direct pressure. Consider again the way the movement put it: 

Ethnicity has come to the front as never before. The 1970 Census, for example, reveals 
that over 75 million Americans identify themselves as belonging to major ethnic 
groups .•. A _growing number of these ethnic Atncrica~s are cngaf!ed in reviving 
heritage .•. They arc demanding that their ethnicity be recognized anc1 tolerated in a 
pluralistic society . .. Whether the ethnic groups . . . arc aware of it or not .. . they 

:l~ Sec, for ex:imple, the program "Ethnic Communities of Greater Detroit, Second Aunual 
Conference .. :it McGregor Memori:il Cemer, May 19·23, 1971. 

2llA news release on Ocrober 211. 1971. from the City Hall of Detroit s;ii<l in part: 
"A fourtl-cn·wttk. series of Ethnic l'l·sti,·als in 01.:truit attracted 1wo-ancl·:i·hal£ million 

residents and visitors •• • Mayor Roman S. Cribb~ welcomed Festival :ittencll·es each Friday 
evening ... Planning the Fc,t i\·als was clivicJcJ betw('t·n the M;iyor's Committee for the 
Cultural Center :ind the Ccmral Business District Associ;Hion. Ethnic group$ were cont:icted 
through churches ••• civic and social organizations and the [Jewish J I nternatlonal Institute 
of Detroit . . . At each Fcs1i,·al there were :;o to 50 booths displaying items rl·prcs.:ntativc of 
the ethnic group's culture ..• One of tlae most popular :aspects of th<: fcstiv:ils w:is the op· 
por111nity to s;implc tc:mpting food trc:ats of the world. J.::nrertainment was free ••. In addition 
to J9i l participants there will be: for l!Ji:! bracli, Irish, :ind Arab Festivals." 

;n Bayard Rustin. the Negro labor specialist, seems to h3ve recognized this in saying: "White 
ethnicity and racial consciou)ncss can signify a pride -in lt;ili:111 cookin~ or Puerto Rican folk 
dances, it also means that c;ich of these: groups. along with all the others, now feels a com· 
pclling need 10 prote~t its ow11 tur( from cm:road1111cnt of outsic1L-1s :incl to enl::r!-'.c 1hat turC 
at the cxpcmc of those who ar<: 110 mu1c:: pri,·ilcge<.l o r ut.:ller off." l.llldr. l'uwc1"s Le~r:1cy," 
Newswuk., Vol. SU. No. W. Nov. 13, l!Ji2. p. 19. 

:;:8 U.S. Census, C/iaraclcrulics of lilt: I'opuwtion by Ethnic Origin, Nov. I9G!J • 
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are striving for ethnic identity. equality, and acceptance. Such go:i.ls :ire clt::irly legiti
mate, and· ~ill be pwsued with vigor.::1> 

· Some decades ago, w~1cn assimilation· w~ considered an American ideal
and fundamentally it doubtlessly still is-emphasis upo.n cultucal differences was 
regarded as questionable. In .his study of a classic situation of differences in 
Europe, Max Handman ( 1934:92·93) reminds us of possible consequences of 
nationalistic devotion to apparently minor cultural disparities. Thus he explains: 

There follows a whole series of minor diHercnces which accentuate and visualize the . 
· <fuparity among the groups and prepare lhe ~round for futth1::r lc11sion. Their costwnes 
ure different •.• Their dietary habits are different: what is food to one is a nasty 
habit to the other. When Doctor Johnson"s ddinition of oats as a food for men in 
Scotland and for horses in Engl.ind is remembered, it is not difficult to undt•rstand the 
source of national aloofness and contempt which resides in food habits. And then there 
is the whole re:ilm of folklore and folk customs at birth, courtship, marria~e, and 

·funerals, the differences in song and dance, in amusements, in the folk artc; ••• In short, 
~·herever rrlatters of taste enter • . . differences of opinion are sure to arise which will 
nm into attitudes of national deprecialion bectuse thr.y arc seen as nation:.ll tr.lits, not 
iis individual i~osyncracics. 

It seems as if Negroes. would be well ad\.·iscd not to look with longing 
upon these displays of white ethnic culture and nationalism. Alrc•ldy an identi
fiable culture of superlative design and cipacity has emerged in America. Al
though they are still of relatively lower status, mainly because of persisting 
racial restraints, Negroes nevertheless a re inevitably identified with this cul
ture. In this respect, they arc culturally similar to the majority of nat ive white 
Americans who naturally have no foreign artifacts to display. Indeed, life itself, 
in the phenomenal mainstream, includes their incre:isingJy indistinguishable 
folkways. The e thnic celebrations are manifestly attempts to resuscitate, among 
immigrants, waning nationalism; something Negroes would have to produce 
largely from scratch. 30 

Black Anti-Semitism 

Black anti .Semitism seems, accordingly, to derive from three endogenous sources: 
posture of Jews toward white opportunism, Jewish seU'-intcrestedness, and 
Negro assimilationism. 

(a) In the Western world Jews are ordinarily regarded as w}:iitc, and they 
tend normally to exploit advantages of whiteness in racial situations. In South 

::o Willi:im S. nern:in.1 (1!>72:4-5). 
Ill For a rccc:nt point of view indirectly opposi1c to this. sec Peter SdirJg, Tiie Derliur: of lht: 

WASP, New York, 197 1. Schr:ig cxpl:iins that his experience as :i Jew in Amcric:i lc:d hi1n 
to a co=iviction that "the re:il objective of social policy is not to make men identical but to 

enable them to r.:m:iin diUcrcnt :ind disrincc:" p. :!45. Says he further, on the v:ilue of 
plurnli.Jm: ··so br there is lillle evidence that what has been accomplished throuAh int1.:gra
tion might not h:ivc been achi.eved more e:islly by makin;: it pu)>ililc for ;my srudcnt or 
p.:ircnt to secede h um the puulic >chools and with an c•1uh·alcnt amount or la:ot money. to run 
the eduction system •.• " pp. 245·2~6. T he Bl:ick Mu>lims arc Cl(Culpatcd on ~rounds of 
their "e111ph:i1ic e1hnici1y"' p. :?37. Surprisingly. howevc:r, following this uni-i:lcn tin~ attack 
u pon mainstream sixicty (i.e., the \VASI') anti :idvoc:icy uf ethnic s..:1>:i ra1ion-00 Wc h.:ivc to 
support cummunity lcader>bip and institution:; in H:irlciu. Little lla ly . • . " p. 2-l:i-dic: author 
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Africa, for instance. their prerogatives as whites arc so decisive that native anti
Semitism seems hardly distinguishable from the gener:.! color pattcm. In th(' 
cities of the United States, however-and especially in such major urban places 
as Detroit and New York-Jews tenu consciously to be included in the Negro's 
anti-white reactious. As Miller ( 1969: 100) puts it: 'lo benefit on any level from 
American civilization is to derive sustenance from the fruits of exploitation." 

'Where the races converge competitively in the Negro community. this fact 
may become starkly obvious. · 

The existential human contacts between Jews and Negroes in the inner city .arc merchant· 
customer, Lmdlonl-tenant, social worker-client. These are inherently tense, unequ.il 
relations. They are fraught with conflict and resentment (Vorspan, 1969:215). 

n1e Negro job in the small, Jewish community-business may appear particularly 
to be exploitative. Other relation:;h.ips, :>uch as teacher-pupil, conform to tht: 
pattern of subordination. 

(b) The ire of American Negroes may be aroused by the normal self-inter
estedness of Jews. The dynamics of Jewish success tend to dissociate them from 
the Negro problem. It commonly has been remarked among blacks. perhaps in
considerately, that "Jews take money out of the Negro ghetto into their own 
racially-segregated ·suburban c.'Ommunitics." Thus Vorpsan observes further: 
"The flood of Jews to suburbia has ldt another which exacerbates black-Jewish 
relations· (1969:215) . Black envy of Jews, who seem so physically near and 
yet so psychologically remote, may be an clement in this relationship. They 
a.re two American "minorities" who seem never to be able to achieve dependable 
alliancc.3 J 

( c) The most far-reaching characteristic of American-Negro, Jewish re
lationship involves an essential trait of Jewishness H.>clf. Negroes, in spite of na
tionalistic diversions, arc: becoming incrcasi:agly assirnilatcd to American culture. 
They are not endogamous in the sense that Jews are. "The objec:tion of the Jew 
to intermarriage ... sets him noticeably apart" (Hertzler, 1942:79 )-to the extent 
that civil rights are activated. To that extent, also, b3rricrs to black assimilation 
tend to be lowered. But American culture, like: the culture of Europi::3n medieval 
cities, remains. in a rudimentary sense, anti-Semitic. Anti-Semitism, therefore, 
m~t be more or Jess continually restrained. Negroes, in the process of assimila
tion, are thus subjected to the same anti-Semitic cultural imperatives as Ameri
can whites. It is this point which Habbi Miller ( 19G9:S-1) seems to be making 
when he writes: 

If just being Jewish e_ntails being hated, then attitudes on the p:i.rt of Jews to thc:ir 
qualitative and quantit:itive survivnl will surd>• govern how th~y react to anti-Sc:mi
tism ... I find it impossible to take seriously the tlarcat of black :inti-Semitism as if 
this were a special plit:nomcmon which differs in kind and degree from other kinds of 
anti-Semitism.::.: 

ttaci1cs the following conclusion; "Ir the minoriti«s no longer :iccept the: m:iinstrc:Im • .. tlt~'Y 
..re C\cll furthi:r from acccptini:: ca'h (1thcr ;:s motlds of what one ougl11 to be ' or L.cco111,-. 
Someone or somc:thini:; will have to mediate to l..t:l'f' 1u·ople Cru111 tcarinh e:ich other aparl" !>· !!:i·I. 

31 Cf .. l'ctcr l. 1'osc, ·r1iey anti ll'c, New York, 1%·1, Pl" :i7·:i~. 
3:! ltal ic.s in t('xt. In his dctaik<l ~t:i1b1 inl muly of l'<k;.:ro·Jc.,bh rclation~hips. Gary T . 

Marx (1!167:l:!u) rccognizc:.:i this lace, Sa}iui;: "The \\-itlcspn:aJ auc! rnduring cli:iractcr co anti-

• 
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And yet, it should be recalled that capitalist culture is also intrir~sically 
·racist. Racism, however, is not anti-Scmitism.33 To the extent that racial dis
crimination is controlled or abolished, in answer to larger societal changes, 
racism tends to be ameliorated. Although it may . be shown that some of the 
greatest champions and martyrs of civil rights have been Jews-there have been 
many famous, white-Christian, anti-racists also-it has not been established that 
Jewry of itself is an unerring antidote to race prejudice. As alre:i<ly noted, Jews 
live racially as whites in South Africa and in the United States. Moreover, it is 
conceivable (though we have no illustration of it) that American Negroes may 
participate with Christian whites in a pogrom. 

· Given certain chance situations, however, the continuing common concern 
involved in both racism and anti-Semitism may still cause Jews and Negroes to 
identify a common enemy-the conservative white ruling class. Perhaps in the 
1972 presidential election, both Negroes and Jews saw in the candidacy of 
Governor George Wallace of Alabama a common d;rngcr. Even so, the meaning 
of political conservatism for Negrces and for Jews recently has become still more 
complicated by the identification of the international vicissitudes of Israel with 
the position of American Jews. 

The Democrat-Republican split between Negroes and Jews respectively in 
that campaign was affected partly by the Republican attitude toward Israel. As 
Seymour Lypset ( 1972:54-55) observes: "Some of the most pro-Israel Senators 
are among the most conservative Republicans in Congre.ss .•. [and] Israel re
ceives somewhat less support from blacks than from other Americans." We may 
assume that the long-run trend in the United States will be liberal. This interna
tional element is obviously a complicating new concern. We shoul<l expect, how
ever, to observe Jews increasingly involved with ethnic and "black pluralism" 
as movements supposedly leading toward normalization of. Jewish status in 
the United States. 

Semitism in American life forces the conclusion th:it ••• anti·Semitism is a •norm:ir aspect 
of our culture •.• As Americans, Negroes are exposed to this common anti-Semitic component 
of our culture, and neg:itive attitudes toward Jews ru:iy be: as ·normal' ••• among Negroes as 
among 'Yhi1cs." 

33 Similarity of these two social phenomena i~ usually affirmed by a presumption or identity 
uf sufferiuf!, or oppressiou. As one wri1cr pu1s ii: "1)1c So111hcrn p:mcrn of systcm:11ic humili· 
ation which ch:ir:icterittd the last century· of Negro JiCe was not much <liffercnr from the 
Czarist Russian brutality hc;ipe<l on the Jew :in<l w:is far l>cucr than the N;iii 1rca1ment of 
Jew~:· Jay Kaufman. (19fi!J:ti!I). Or primary si:;11ificancc perhaps is no1 so much the intensity 
of physical suffering as di!Icrcn'e in the social sy"cm an<l situation which protluce it. 
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Mr. James L. Mccartney 
'l'HE SOCIOU>GIC:\L QU.i.RTERLY 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
1004 Elm St. 
Columbia. Missouri 6.5201 

Dea~ Hr. McCartney: 

September 16. 1974 

Yes, I certainly did write the letter for publication. anc I ' m 
afr~id thllt neither you nor your reviewers are capable of disti~uishi~g 
between things that might be offensive to a group and bigotry. Professor 
Cox's article was an exercise in bigotry. To compare it to :Myrdal is 
amusing. but scarcely vb.at one would expect from serious social scientists. 

Cordially yours , 

AMG.vr i1ndruw M. Greeley 

bee : Mr. M. Bimmelfarb 
Mr . M. Tannenbaum 

Director, Center for the 
Study of :·.merican Pluralism 
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September 12, 1974 

Professor Andrew M. Greeley, Director 
Center for the Study· of. American Pluralism 
University of Chicago 
6030 South Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60637 

Dear Professor Greely: 

I can sympathize with your pique at havfog been referred to as a 
convert. It is clear from your letter that you have never been a 
"convert to anything." 

As for the other accusations in your letter, we do not · feel it 
necessary to agree with the content of every article that we publish. 
We rely on the recorrnnendations of our reviewers, and in the instance 
of Professor Cox 1 s paper, three reviewers gave strong ~ndorsements to 
it because they felt that, although it was provocative, it raised an 
issue about the relationship between two ethnic groups that deserves 
scholarly attenti'on. ft will be a sad day for scholarship when 
editors refuse to publish anything that might be offensive to any 
group. By the same reasoni~g one might argue that a work such as 
Myrdal's American Dilemma should never have been published because 
it reflects unfavorably on white Americans. 

We would be pleased to receive a rejoinder or critique from 
you about the Cox article. If you would send it soon, we could in
clude it either in the November, 1974, or February, 1975 issue. 

I assumed that your letter was not intended for publication, 
but if I am mistaken in this assumption, please advise me. 

Sincerely, 

f\ '"• I.\ J. ~\ I (_ r•j ~I \ . ,Al j.. VV\.U :'J, l ' L' l: '-/;J' . 

Jarrtes L. McCartney , . 
Ed.itor · 
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Berti:am H. Gold 
Mi"tton Hillllielfarb ..;> 

·Black antisemitism 

. ·- . ... 

A 1973 ~CLA .4octoxal ·dissertation, by R.Onnie Tada9 . 

Ts.ukashima., ls entit~ed ~ Social and Psychologic,al Correiates 

~ ~-Semitism !!! ~ Black Conmunity;·. ; The ·Abstract and the 

·end of the Conclusion ('P~ac.~lcal · ImplicationS of Findillgs n) ·~re 

en.closed. 

Tstikashima con~entrates on · highly local factor·&. He does 

not itiqui~e into such things as · ~~ possib1e influence 0£ "Third 
• . c.; . 

World . ideology!' 

Like other Yesearchers in the past several years, ~ is 

struck by the difference ·between whites and blacks: Among.- whites, 

the older .the respondents, the more likely they are ·to he anti~ 

semitic; among b1~ck$, th~ young~r the respondents~ .the mo:re 
. . 

likely to be antisemiti.;:~ Among whites, normally, the· greater 
. . 

. the edueatian, : ~he less- ~be a~tisemitism:• .. ·Not ·so .. among blacks. 

MH:rg 

cc: . Milton Ellertn : 
Harry Fleischman 
Irving Levine · 
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Se1tn0ur Samet . 
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ABSTRACT OF TIU: DISSERTATION 

The Social and Psychological Correlates 

of Anti-Semitism in the Black Community 

by 

Ronnie Tadao Tsukashima 

Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology 

University of California. Los Angeles, 1973 

Professor Gene N. Levine, Chairman 

The present survey has chosen to examine the issue of 

anti- Semitism in the Black co:nrnunity. In drawing a sample 

to study this proble~. Census Blocks were randomly selected 

f rom two Black areas of Los Angeles--the communities of. 

A'la l on and Crenshaw. From these blocks respondents were 

::c l ect ec using quotas based on age, sex, and employment 

s t a tu s to a?proximate the 1960 population in these two 

~r c as . About one hundred and sixty Blacks were gathered 

!re~ each com.~unity . 

In setting the parameters of our dependent variable, 

th e ~easures of anti-Semitism were delimited to beliefs 

;i ?::.:>:.! ~ Je·-·s that are potentially negative or that provide 

a bas is for hostile sentiments toward Jews. In our 

=-··~::·.J :-cs o ~ this concept we do not find any monolithic 

: : : ~c : ~=~ of i ntolerance within the Black community but 

= ~ ·-~.".' = ~ co~sid-? rable variation. Given this variation, two 

·xii 



questions are as'J.:ed: 1) Along our index of anti-Semitism, 

are the Blacks sampled in this survey differentiating 

between Jew{sh and non-Jewish vThites by directing their 

hostility against Jews as a particular group of \\1lites, or 

are they expressing hostility toward vThite people in 

general? 2) Under what conditions are respondents more or 

less likely to voice intolerant responses toward Jews by 

scoring high on the ind~x of anti-Semitism? 

With respect to the first question, we find that a 

majority of persons do not differentiate between Jews and 

Gentile h"hites, but rather see them as just another group 

of h"hites. However, a sizable handful, 22 per cent of the 

sample, score high on the index of anti-Jewish beliefs but 

low on the measure of antipathy towa rd Whites in general. 

In Chapter 'IV through VIII correlates of anti-Semitism 

are ex~~ined. Significant among the explanatory variables 

observed in this study is the role of age. · The data in 

Chapter IV establish that age is powerfully, but inversely, 

associated wit'h the dependent variable. Clearly, the young 

are much more hostile toward Jews than the old--even when 

education is t~ken into account simult~ncoucly. But this 

s~f.e group is also likely to score high on intolerance 

t~~ard other Whites as well. Using independent measures of 

ti~e , it was reasoned that age differences in this minority 

C01'l.~~~ity are indicative of a growing mood of anti?athy 

to·•ard 'f;ilite society. 
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In the following chapters the analysis is broadened to 

include Black-Jewish interaction. In previous studies of 

ethnic contact particular types of association ·havc been 

found to correlate with tolerance toward minorities. Most 

notable has l?een what sociologists have called "egalitarian 

social contact" and the quality of such interaction, 

"intimat'e, equal-status contact." This investigation finds 

a like relationship between the two contact variables and 

anti-Semitism, especially in the case of the latter when 

examined in a neigh~orhood context. However, t he point of 

interaction receiving the most attention is the issue of 

economic relations. Unlike social contact, this facet of 

int-eraction is highl y correlated with intolerance. The 

mere exposure to economic dealings with Jews as merchants 

is associated wit~ ant i - Semitism. However, given the 

quality of those relations , econoffiiC mistreatment , this 

type of interaction is more firml y correlated with antipathy 

to~ard Jews, regardless of the context in which it trans-

pires. In comparing the effects of both social and 

economic contact , th~ l atter explains much w~re of the 

variance in the dependent variable than the former. 

Further, definitional situations of those e~onomic relations, i 

p~rceived exploitation, is also sharply associated with 

anti-Semitism and equally as pronounced as econo~ic 

mistreatnent. 

In the last chapter we inquire if persons who live in 
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highly segregated and poor ghettos (Avalon) differ from _the 

more affluent in less segregated areas (Crenshaw) in their 

levels of antipathy toward Jews. Surprisingly, no 

difference is witnessed, it is dependent upon age and 
. . 

education jointly. Given the importance of the above 

factors, we end on a su..iimary note by asking: How much of 

the variance along the index of anti-Semitism is explained 

by age, education, social and e·conomic cont'act, and . 

perceived exploitation? We find about 44 per cent of the 

total variance in this index is accounted for by the 

independent variables observed in this study. And of this 

percentage, perceived exploitation and economic mistreat-

nent explain most of that variation (90 per cent). 



CHAPTER IX 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

Understandabiy, social scientists have devoted con- . 

siderable attention to anti-Semitism over recent decades. 

In most instances these studies have focused upon samples 

of majority Whites. Far less frequent have been studies 

of anti-Semitism among minorities. In this respect, the 

present survey ~eparts from most investigations on this 

topic. Here we have chosen to study intolerance toward 

Jews in the Black community. 

The measures of anti-Semitism have been delimited 

to beliefs about Jews that are potentially negative or 

that provide a basis for hostile sentiments toward Jews. 

In our measure of this concept (Chapter II) we have not 

found a.~y monolithic structure of intolerance within the 

Black community, but rather a considerable variation. 

Given this variation, two major questions have been 

asked: 

1) Along our measure of anti-Semitism, are 
the Blacks sampled in this survey differ
entiating between Jewish and non-Jewish 
Whites by directing their hostility 
against Jews as a particular group of 
Whites, or are they expressing hostility 
toward White people in general? 
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2) What factors account for this variation? 
That is to say, under what conditions 
would respondents be more or less likely 
to voice intolerant responses to•<1ard 
Jews by scoring high on the index of 
anti-Semitism? 

With regard to the first question, we have found 

that a majority of the respondents do not distinguish 

between Jews and Gentile Whites , but rather see them as 

just another group of Whites. For example , a consieer-

able degree of overlap between anti-Semitism and anti-

White attitudes has been observed. For the most part, 

those highly intolerant toward Jews are also hostile 

against other ~Thites . I t should be noted however, that 

a sizable handful, 22 per cent of the sample , do make a 

clear distinction by scoring high on our rngasure of anti

Jewish beliefs but low on the index of intolerance toward 

Whites in general. In addition, an almost equal propor

tion {16 per cent) score in the reverse direction. 

Similarly, in comparing the economic treab~ent of 

these two groups as rr.erchants, landlords, and employers, 

about half co not view Jews as a separate category of 

Whites. But unlike the above, for the other half who do, 

Jews are seen in a less favorable light. 

In Chapters IV to VIII the conditions under which 

persons are more or less likely to score high on the 

index of anti-Semitism have been examined. Like a woven 

tapestry of many patterns, each chapter introduced a 

178 



• 

different thread into the web of complex relationships, 

unfolding its own pattern about the picture of antipathy 

toward Jews in the Black community. Significant among 

these patterns is the role of age. The data in Chapter IV 

established that age is powerfully, but inversely, asso

ciated with the dependent variable. Clearly, the young 

· are much mo~e likely to score high on the index of anti

Jelolish beliefs-- even when education is taken into account 

simultaneously. But this same group is also likely to 

score high on intolerance toward other Whites as well-- · 

suggesting that in general, Blacks do not distingUish 

between hostility toward Jews on the one hand and toward 

non-Jewish Whites on the other. In fact, those most 

likely to be intolerant of Jews are the young with the 

most formal education (at least some college). · This we 

noted is in striking contrast to the findings .based on 

White samples. Further, we indicated that age could be 

used to reflect the di~ension of time, thus adding pro

cess to the analy~is. It was hypothesized that these 

differences in age represent a generational change in 

th~ Black corm\unity rather than a maturational effect. 

Using independent measures of time, it was reasoned that 

the age differences in this minority coll'l!lunity are indica

tive of a growing mood of hostility toward White society, 

and that this changing climate of opinion is not to be 

explained by differential education • 
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In the following chapters the scope of the analysis 

was br~adened to incorporate other facets of the intri

cate web of ethnic intolerance. Moving from individual 

attributes (age and education) to structural variables, 

the analysis went on to consider interactional aspects 

of Black-Jewish relations--f irst social and then eco

nomic (Chapters V and VI respectively). In either 

instance both the quality and the context of interaction 

were examined. In previous studies of ethnic contact 

particular types of . association have been found to 

correlate with tolerance toward minorities . Most nota

ble has been what sociologists have called 8 egalitarian 

social contact" and the quality of such interaction, 

•intimate, equal- status contact." This investigation 

has found a like relationship between the two contact 

variables and anti-Se~itism. It was reasoned that such 

contact, especially the latter {intimate) tends to expose 

one to people who differ ethnically, racially, or reli

giously, but who have similar life styles. As a result, 

commonly held stereotypes of others are challenged. We 

further observed that these associations are particularly 

pronounced when the extent of that expo.sure is specified, 

which in part is dependent upon the setting--situations 

that facilitated diffuse associations on the one hand 

{in a neighborhood) and highly segmented roles on the 

other (at work). 
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In coming to grips with the complexity of anti

semitism, it was noted that social con~act is just one 

of the many facets · of interaction between Blacks and Jews. 

The point of contact receiving the most attention has 

centered around the issue of economic relations. It will 

be recalled in Chapter III that when Jewish merchants, 

landlords, and employers are compared with their Gentile 

counterparts , a l most l in 2 do not distinguish between 

the two groups . But among those who do, Jews are more 

unfavorabl y evaluated by 3 to 2. At this juncture we 

merely mentioned that this finding might be indicative 

of one of t he areas of friction between these two groups. 

Later, in Chapter VI, we were able to test and clarify 

this hypothesis. It was reported that the mere exposure 

to economic dealings with Jews (economic contact) is con

ditionally associated with the dependent variable (contact 

with Jews as merchants). In specifying the quality of 

these dealings , however, such as mistreatment, this vari

able proves to be more powerfully related to the index of 

anti-Semitism, regardless of the contextµal setting. 

This finding is particularly striking among the most 

vulne.rable su.atum' th~ poorest Blacks. Thus, like 

social contact the characte~ of economic relations with 

Jews is more significant for anti-Semitism than the con

tact itself. An interpretation of this relation offered 

is that such interaction is often viewed by minorities 
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as a device through which vulnerable groups are main

tained in subordinate positions of economic control and 

profit. By maintaining Blacks in subordinate position? 

and reaping the benefits from their inferior status, 

their positions of dependency have continued, thus 

reaffirmin9 the influence and gains of those already 

in superordinate positions to Blacks. Consequently, in 

a society that has benefited. from this status of minor

ities, economic positions often occupied by Whites have 

become the targets of angry Blacks for their abusive 

business practices. And for those who have been mis

treated, it has made little difference where such prac

tices transpired. The ~onsequences in the last analysis 

~ave been the same and are ~ore far-reaching in their 

effects than mere exposure to economic contact. 

On a comparative ·note, the two types of contact, 

intimate, equal- status contact and economic mistreatment 

are correlated with anti-Semitism, controlling one 

against the other. In so doing, the economic aspect· of 

eiack-Jewish relations is much more strongly related to 

antipathy toward Jews than social contact. And we have 

suggested that this is not a mere function of the extent 

of social and economic contact with Jews ~ut rather a 

reflection of the historical structure of inequality in 

Black-White relations. As a result, many Blacks have 

come to expect their encounters with most Whites to 
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follow a similar pattern and to suspect the motives of 

Whites in situations involving egalitarian contact of an 

intimate nature. 

Having examined some behavioral features of Black

Jewish ·relations and having demonstrated an especially 

strong association between economic relations and anti

semitism, the analysis broadened to incorporate the social 

psychological correlates of economic contact. More 

exactly, in Chapter VII we focused on the subjective 

factors ot economic relations, how respondents defined 

their economic relations with Jews (perceived exploita

tion). In some respects perceived exploitation resembles 

its structural counterpart, economic mistreatment. It 

too is both positively and powerfully associated with the 

dependent variable. Among the young, this pattern 

appeared with special sharpness. Like economic mis

treatment, the notion of control and profit have been 

utilized in interpreting the findings in this chapter. 

But here profits are seen through the control of minor

ity neighborhoods by interest groups foreign to the Black 

community (external control)--thus structuring again 

their continued dependency and vulnerability. More 

important was the fact that this form of control was 

viewed as part and parcel of a larger syst~~ of societal 

control and thus one possible explanation for the close 

association between definitional situations of 
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exploitation and hostility toward a group of Whites (Jews). 

Consistent with this interpretation, independent measures 

of external control are highly correlated with scores on 

the index of perceived exploitation. Having established 

before the importance of economic mistreatment and now 

the significance of definitional situations of those 

relations, it has then been found that both factors are 

also independently associated with the dependent variable. 

From here, we have proceeded to ex~~ine their relative 

and cumulative effects. : I.t was reported that how respond

ents define or perceive their economic relations with Jews 

explains about as much of the variance of intolerance on 

the index of antipa,thy toward Jews as its structural coun

terparts (economic mistreatment). However, when both eco

nomic variables are ta.ken together, a much stronger rela

tionship is observed with the dependent variable than any 

variable considered singly. Thus, a more encompassing 

picture of anti- Semitism in the Black community is achieved 

by dovetailing two angles--the types and character of 

interaction with Jews and the definitions of those rela

tions. 

Besides age, patterns of interaction and definitions 

of those contacts, still other factors are found to play 

a vital role in explaining the variation on the index of 

anti-Semitism, notably the neighborhood. In the last 
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Chapter (VIII), we inquired if persons who lived in highly 

segregated ghettos of lower economic background (Avalon) 

differ from the more affluent in less segregated areas 

(Crenshaw) in their level of antipathy toward Jews. In 

light of what has been written about ghetto life, one 

might have hypothesized the former to s.core higher than 

the latter. Surprisingly, no differenc~ is found between 

these two communities. At this point .it was suggested 

that the effect of the neighborhood was being masked by 

age and education. But each variable taken separately 

produced quite different results. On the one hand , among 

those under 40, the tendency is for Avalon residents to 

score higher on our measure of anti-Semitism than Crenshaw 

dwellers. On the other hand, when controlling for educa

tion, the difference be~~een neighborhoods is reversed. 

But what could these patterns mean? For this, we pro

ceeded to a four variable table including age, education, 

neighborhood, and anti-Semitism. Among those with some 

college, Avalon residents display a greater tendency to~ard 

ethnic intolerance than their brethren who live in the 

more affluent and educated community of Crenshaw, regard

less of age. However, this finding was reversed when we 

focused upon the partial with less than college. Living 

in Crenshaw is more likely to be associated with anti

S~"Uitism than living in the neighboring district of Avalon, 
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but in this case, only runong those under 40. It is sug

gested ·that these diverse findings could be explained by 

conceptually joining both individual and community level 

of education, thus creating a new and different factor 

called "status inconsistency.ft This state was reasoned 

to entail stress and discomfort because of the differential 

treatment associated wit.~ such inconsistency in contact 

situations with Jews, thus the last factor examined related 

to anti-Semitism among Blacks. 

Explaining the Variance in Anti-Semitism 

Given the importance of the above factors, taken 

together, what do they tell the reader about the dependent 

variable? More exactly, how much of the variation in anti

semitism is explained by age, education, social and eco

nomic contact, and perceived exploitation? In addressing 

this question, we have employed a multiple regression 

analysis. In so doing, we find about 44 per cent of the 

total variance on the index of anti-Semitism is accounted 

for by the independent variables examined in this study. 

But of these factors, which provides the best prediction 

possible wi.th the fewest number of independent variables? 

ls it possible that only one or two factors account for 

this variation? Through a method called "stepwise re

gression," a variant of multiple regression, one means of 

handling this problem is provided. Briefly, this 
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statistical procedure involves the following: 

The method recu.rsively constructs a prediction 
equation one independent variable at a time. 
The first step is to choose the single variable 
which is the best predictor . The second inde
pendent variable to be added to the regression 
equation is that which provides the best pre
diction in conjunction with the first variable . 
You then proceed in this recursive fashion 
adding variables step-by-step until you have 
the desired nwnber of inde~endent varibles or 
until no other variable wiil make a significant 
contribution to the prediction equation. 1 

Table 9.1 contains the findings of our stepwise 

analysis . In column one are presented the multiple corre

lations between the independent variables taken together 

(from one to all five) and the der-ndent variable. The 

square of these scores in the second colu.~n represent the 

proportions of the total variation in anti-Semitism 

accounted for by the explanatory variables acting together. 

Differences betv1een the squared scores and the simple 

correlations are listed in the third and fourth columns 

respectively. 

In column two of Table 9.1, economic mistreatment and 

perceived exploitation appear to be the best predictors 

of intolerance toward Jews. Together, they explain about 

40 per cent of the variance on this in~ex or about 90 per 

• cent of the total variation explained by all five factors 

when jointly considered. 

Notice in the same colwnn that age ranks a distant 

third, adding little to the first two variables, 
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TABLE 9.1 

STEPWISE MULTIPLE REGRESSION OF FIVE INDEPENDENT VARIABLES 

Independent 
Variables 

Econo111ic 
Miatreat111cnt 

Perceived 
Exploitation 

Age 

Intimate Equal-
Status Contact 

Education 

Multiple It 
(1) 

.547 

.639 

.656 

.660 

.661 

R Square 
(2) 

(. .300 

.408 

~ 
.430 

.436 

RSQ Change 
(3) 

~J : _ .300 ) 

11 •. 108 

f I .022 

.006 

,,) 
.437 .ooo 

-

S111ple R 
{4) 

.547 

.540 

-.352 

-.101 

.121 
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contributing an additional 2 per cent to the explained 

picture. This, however, cannot be taken to indicate that 

it is of little or no importance. for anti-Semitism. A 

definite correlation between age and anti-Semitism is 

observed in column four--the younger the person, the 

greater the likelihood of scoring high on the index of 

anti-Semitism (-.352}. More striking is the finding that 

intimate, equal-status contact and education add even 

less to the picture, contributing less than one per cent 

of the variation. And of the five factors, they are least . 
correlated with the dependent variable (.101 and -.121 

respectively) . In short, it ~s the economic aspects of 

Black-Jewish relations that · uncover the greatest portion 

of the picture of anti-Semitism in the Slack community . 

~his facet of interaction includes both the quality of 
contact with Jews in economic contexts and the definitions 

of those relations (economic mistreatment and perceived 

exploitation) . Thus, the hypothesis proposed in Chapter 

III--that ~he economic dealings with Jews may be one 

· source, or at least correlates of antipathy toward Jews 

among Blacks--is clearly supported ~n. this investigation. 

Practical Implications of Findings 

After demonstrating the predictive value of the 

variables we draw our analysis to a close by considering 
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the practical import of th~ findings reported. One of the 

major tasks of researchers is to establish patterns in as 

many different settings as possible for the problem at 

hand, and to extrapolate inferences from them to untested 

situations. In many of the studies of race and social 

conflict, sociologists have centered largely on the anti

pathy of Whites. And from these investigations, the fol

lowing patterns have been found: l) persons. with some 

college education tend to be more tolerant toward minori

ties than those who have received less education; 2) the 

older the respo~dent, the greater the likelihood of 

scoring high on mea3ures of prejudice; and 3) if the old 

are more inclined to be intolerant than the young, ~is is 

Inte:::preted as being due to t."leir educational background. 

Using these data as a springboard for programs of social 

change, researchers oriented toward policy making have 

looked to the role of education as one major source of 

attitude change--one means of breaking s~ongly held ties 

among Whites to traditional provincialism and stereotypes~ 

In addition, these engineers have viewed the young as more 

receptive to attitude change, less set in their ways than 

the old. And as a result, they have hypothesized t.~at 

more productive results (i.e., in reducing racial intol

erance) would be achieved by selecting the youth to "edu

cate.• However, this line of reasoning has not clea.rly 
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. delineated the parar.leters of its ~pplication. Conse

quently, we have been implicitly led to believe that these 

findings also hold for other groups as well--in particu

lar, for minorities. 

In stark contrast to the "education-age" approach 

applied to Whites, the present data regarding anti-Semi

tism among Blacks indicate that it is not the less edu

cated and the old who are most inclined toward intolerance 

against Jews but precisely the reverse--the young, educa

_ted Black. Further, regardless of education, the young 

continue to be more hostile than their elders. For exam-

ple, among responcents who have at least some college · 

education, fully 77 per cent of those under 30 score high 

on the index of anti-Semitism. Among those in their 

middle years (30'-49), 69 per cent score as high, but only 

22 per cent of the oldest group (SO and older) are as in-

tolerant. In short, the relationships among age, educa-

tion~ and prejudice established amo.ng samples of Whites 

cannot be presumed to hold for all groups in American 

society, as this sa~ple of Blacks give witness. Unlike 

i:iajority Whites, then,. w·e cannot assume: 

l) that elderly Blacks as well will be more 
inclined toward anti-Semitism ~~an the 
young (the older, ~~e more prejudiced); 

2) nor can we assume that educ_ation explains 
anti-Semitism w~ong certain age groups 
of Blacks in the same vein (the better 
the education, the less prejudiced). 
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It will be recalled that in Chapter IV a<Je is not a 

static variable, but one that has implications for social 

change. It was reasoned that diffe~ences by age in the 

· scores of antipathy toward Jews are indicative of a 

growing mood of disenchantment within. the Black co~munity 

that affects ~e young in particular. If anti-White sen

ti.Ir.ents are becom~ng more prevalent . in this co1m1unity 

wherein each successive cohort is becoming more hostile, 

we are faced with the folla~ing prospect: Social engi

neers may ~ave to reconsider their standard approach in · 

confronting racial conflict. The liberalizing effect ed

ucation may have had for other groups (Whites) may becorne 

less effective with each succeeding generation of Blacks. 

What direction of ethnic research then might policy makers 

consider? One patJ'l suggested by our data can b·est be seen 

by noting the shifting strategies among minorities in 

coping with racial intolerance. That is, ' these strategies 

Jnay be instructive in pointing to issues that Blacks have 

defined as more salient to their concerns and consequently 

of greater significance for attitude change. · 

· After World War II, through the Fifties and up into 

the early Sixties, the civi1 rights movement became a 

rallying point for many m.inorities. The goal espoused by 

this movement is well known to many--integration, espe

cially of the public schools. Prominent among its 
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supporters, at least among its rank-and-file (and in some 

cases its leadership) were the young and the college edu

cated. Implicit in their approach were atter.ipts to draw 

together on a more personal and cooperative ground. This 

exposure among social equals would perhaps have more 

favorable and lasting effects than the impersonal, caste

like relations of the past. In the context of this study 

this approach strongly resembles what we have referred to 

as •intimate, equal-status contact." But egalitarian con

tact of an intimate nature as one form of integration ap

pears to be just as ineffective as education in dealing 

with the growing mood of Black hostility (Table 9.2). If 

. any major effect is noted·, it is only among those SO and 

older, where 2 in 10 {22 per cent) exposed to such contact 

with Jews score high on our measure of anti-Semitism. 

In other words, the potential modifying effect of this 

factor appears limited to the older generations of Blacks. 

However, for those bet-ween 30 and 49, about half (55 per 

cent) score as high. Perhaps most discouraging for those 

still hopeful that the strategy of integration works in 

.. predictable ways to reduce intergroup hostility is the 

. ftnding that 2 in 3 (67 per cent) among the young (20-29) 

having such contact with Jews score as intolerant. 

Since the mid-Sixties, minorities in increasing 

numbers have looked to other strategies. They have charged 
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TABLE 9.2 

SRIFTINC STRATEGIES IN COPING WITH RACIAL CONFLICT 
IN THE BLACK COH~UNITY BY SCORES ON THE INDEX OF 

ANTI-SEMITISM, CONTROLLING POR ACE 

Per Cent Bigh OD Anti-Sem1t1aa 

20-29 30-49 50 and older 

IntiT:\ate Equal- 67% 55% 22% 
Status Contact a (27) (liO) (ZJ) 

. £cotlOID1C 89% 80% SO% 
Mistreat111ent b (46) (66) (18) 

Perceived 83% 74: 47% 
Exploitation c (58) (83) (38) 

a Those exposed to at least one instance of equa·l-status 
contact of an intiaate nature vith Jevs. See Chapter V. 

b Respondents having experienced at least one case of mis
treatment in economic dealings vith Jevs. See Chapter VI. 

c Persona · vho ~core three o~ aore on the index of perceived 
exploitation ~hat ranges from a low of zero to a htgh of 
five. See Chapter VII for details on this measure. 
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that the goals of integration have fallen far short of 

expectations. The subordinate and dependent status of 

minorities remains a constant reminder that alternatives 

are necessary. As a result, rather than working for 

integration, the problem of confronting tactics of racial 

oppression received increasing support during this decade, 

in particular from the younger generation of Blacks. Two 

indicators for this shift by generation can be observed: 

1) econo~ic mistreatment of minorities; and 2) minorities ' 

definitions of their relations with Whites (i .e., per

ceived exploitation} . For the first indicator, note that 

the relationship between economic mistreatment and anti-

Semitism become_s 111ore pronounced with each successive 9en-

eration. For those under 30 , almost 9 in 10 (89 per cent) 

exi)ress their antipa~inst Jews by scoring hi9h on 

the index of anti - Jewish beiiefs, whereas l in 2 of those 

SO and older score as intol)rant (SO per cent) • Despite 

the fact that each age group has been exposed to the sarne 

form of mistreatr.tent , the young are far more hostile _to

ward Jews than the old. Likewise, the same can be said 

for their definitions of economic relations with Jews (83, 

74, and 47 per cent). The most distinctive differences by 

age occur between persons less than 50 and those 50 and 

older. Further, observe that within each age category, 

both economic factors are far more predictive pf the · 

195 



dependent variable than the strategy of integration· 

(intimate, equal-s tatus contact). This should not be 

surprising. These data are consistent with findings in 

the previous table (9.1). 

Thus, in the shift in strategies f"rom inte9ratfon 

to •get-Whitey-off-my-back," we are suggesting that Black 

hostility may be linked to more basic issues than educa

tion and intimate, equal-state contact. The very structure 

of oppression for them is the focal point that has been 

so costly. This oppression has not been u~ique t9 tlie 

economic sphere, but characteristic of the complex web of 

institutional ·and informal networks of relationships with 

White society . Economic mistreatment and continued aware

ness of exploitation have merely reaffi~ed the. oppressive 

nature of Blacks' relations with White society. For many 

minorities , then, education and intimate, equal-status 

contact have appeared at best as piecemeal approaches. 

They have not altered the basic position of minorities 

in this society as a group subordinate to Whites. This 

situation is perhaps what the youn9 have · meant by "politi

cally conservative tactics"--combating racial conflict by 

infor1!ling parts of the public through education and inte- · 

9ration, while the structure of oppression is unaltered. 

By ilnplication, then, attitude chang~ among each succes

sive generation of Blacks may not be linked to the 
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NATIONAL BLACK POLITICAL CONVENTION 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
March 15-17, 1974 

**********************************~ 

NOT FOR 
PUBLICATION 

The se.cond National Black Pol.i tical Convention, under the 
auspices of the National Black Assembly, held in Little Rock, 
Arkansas - a site selected, according to the conveners, because 
it symbolizes gains blacks have made in their struggle against 
white power - · differed significantly from the first National 
Black Political Conventi6n held in Gary, Indiana just two years 
previously. The Gary Convention widely publicized before, during, 
and after the ·event, was viewed (by most blacks) as a significant 
coming together of disparate segments of the black community to 
advance black political, social and economic needs with the various 

. groups.and ~deol~gies subme!ge~ for the greater goo~. "Unity wit~
out uniformity" was the proclaimed theme, and the hoped for adhesive 
~hich would bind blacks t~gether for the common. good~ 

The high resolve of the Gary Convention - political action 
addressed to black needs - was to be implemented through the forma
tion of loc~l black assemblies, which ~ould determine . local black 
needs, aµd provide the nucleus for grass ro9ts, black political 
power. If the black assemblies were to function between black 
political conventions, and if it was anticipated that strong, local 
black organizations would give co~esion and force to a National 
Black Poli ti cal Assembly, · they' failed i.n tna·t task. 

. . 
The ":unity without uniform~ty the.me'' proved to oe a thin veneer, 

which could not cover over w.idespread ideological differences and 
personality clashes in the.immediate aftermath of Gary . . The Gary 
Convention's ha·rsh and g·ratuitous anti-Israel resolution among others, 
caused serious defections, .. particula·rly on the part of bla.ck elected 
officials, most of whom were now wary. of participating in proceedings 
which would jeopardize local power bases should it call for a black 
political party and gave every indication of perpetuating an anti-
Israel posture. · 

The .Little Rock Convention was poorly organized, poorly planned, 
and poorly attended . The ruling triumv~rate 6£ Congressman Charles 
Diggs, Mayor Richard Hatcher, · and Imamu Baraka, .conveners of the 
Gary Conventi6n and co-chairmen of the parent National ~lack Assembly, 
split when Diggs withdrew as · a convener of the Little Rock Convention . 
Some 3,500-4~000 delegates were expected. Some 1,718 came in contrast 
to the estimated 6, 000 to. 8, 000 delegates and alternates present at 
Gary. In the majority of · cases, . local black assemblies or state 
conventions were ·not held until a month or two preceding Little Racki 
and reports indicate that only 29 states and the District of Col~mbia 
actually did me.et. In theory, all delegates were supposed to have 
b.een chosen in community elections ·open to every black resident, but 
methods ·varied. In one instance, d~legates were democratically se- · 
lected through ward convent.ions involvi!lg more than 1,000 participants. 
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Other delegations were hand ~picked by state and local assembly 
leaders. · In many ins·tances, delegates discovered that there was 
no money to pay for th~ir living· expenses and travel. 

In the interval between conventions, most black officials 
did not participate in local assemblies for a variety of reasons, 
thereby creating a vacuum into which rushed the black nationalists, 
who thereby dominated the planning for and subsequently, the proceeq
irigs at Little Rock. Impartial observers concluded that nationalists 
were more concerned with creating and .dominating a political struc
ture than in worki!lg within the · existing political parties. 

Black nationalists, themselves divided by ideological disputes, 
sought to organize the Little Rock Convention around · the theme: 

. "Organizing for Poli tic al Power .. " 

The Convention's Execnt;iv.e Commi tte.e meeting in Little Rock 
a week before the formal proceedi.ngs ~fought, bickered, and quarreled 
over such quest ions ·as . format,· ana who was to be the keynoter. 
The selection of newly elected Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jackson, 
was b~tterly opposed by some because · he had not previously partici
pated in the organization. For reasons not yet clear, the Rev. 
·Jesse Jackson, · an important and charismatic figure at Gary, was 
(according to press reports) not invited, although he subsequently 
did put in a brief appearance. · 

Lack of planning, and poqr organizing by the convention planners, 
and a lack of finan~es were also ~anifes~ at Little Rock. Convention 
planners quarreled with members of the community. Leon Modeste of 
New York, Chairman of the Planning Committee for the Black Convention, 
complained bitterly over a proported lack of courtesy on the part 
of the Little Rock officialdom, and that hotel operators were "cold" 

·· to the delegates and that merchants -refused to extend credit insis
ting that ~1.1 supplies _ be ·paid for in cash ; 

Convention officials had hoped to use Central High School for 
the convention because of its historic.al significance but initial.ly 
were unable to do so because of the $1,300. rental fee demanded by 
the local Board of Education. (Ultimately, things took a turn for 
the better when two local officials signed a $ s·,ooo · bank note to 
provide ready cash and city Convention Bureau officials helped in 
locating rooms for the delegates and creating a · clearin~house . for 
inform~tion on hotel room ~vailability.) · · · · 

Convention proceedings tliemselves were frequently chaotic and 
press accommodations were so poor · that it was impossible to learn 
authoritatively what was transpiring. Many white reporters left 
sessions in disgust, and black reporters complained bitterly not 
only about poor facilities but paradoxi ·cally the· lack .o·f cooperation 
given them in contrast to what they felt was the favored treatment 
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·shown the white reporters and television representatives . Ethel 
Payne, a prominent black commentator on the C.B .S. radio network 
and columnist for ·the Chicago Daily Defender, spoke of ·harass
ment and intimidation of black reporters by overzealous security 
people. Queried about these complaints, black reporters for the 
major white dailys covering the Convention denied that there was 
any difference in treatment, and that they too found Convention 
officials uncooperative . · 

In the five or six weeks preceding the Convention date, 
there were persistent rumors that another anti~Israel resolution 
would be introduced, a significant factor in the determination by 
all but two members of the Black Congressional Caucus and other 
prominent black elected officials not to attend the proceedings. 
Diggs, generally considered to be the most politically powerful 
black member of Congress, in February 26th letters to Mayor 
Hatcher and Imamu Baraka, declared · that he .would not be a candi 
date for reelection to his post as Chairman of the National Black 
Assembly, although he would retain his. membership in the Michigan 
Black Assembly. Diggs is reported to have said th.at increasing 
Congressional resp6nsibilities made it impossible for him ''to 
devote the proper time to the National Black Assembly and that 
he thought he could make his contribution best felt through his 
activities in the U.S. Congress -." There were well informed re
ports, however, that Digg~ was unwilling to attend out of a de 
sire n.ot to offend Detroit Mayor Coleman Young, who, as a delegate 
to the Gary Convention walked out of the proceedings, and because 
of the Congre~sman's concern about the anti-Israel resolution. 
Other black elected official~, s~nsing perhaps the lack of politi
cal muscle·. by loca'l black assemblies .fearful of fallin·g from grace 
with their parties hierarchy by .becoming erunesh.ed in proceedings 
which would create a black· political party, or involvement with 
militant black revolutionaries·, ~tayed away in ·significant numbers . 
The only national black elected political fig~re~ - at the Convention 
were Congressman Ron Dellums o·f California and Charles Conyers of 
Michigan. · · 

~he domiriant pre-Convention organizer and personality 
again was Imamu Baraka, the Newark poet/politician. Authoritative 

·reports indicate that it was Baraka who insisted on the introduction 
of a strong resolution condemning Israel despite warnings from more 
politically astute and experienced members of the ·Convention who 
recognized that any such a resoluti.on wou.ld have a divisive affect . 
Several prominent blacks including Congressmen Conyers and Dellums 
(again, according to reports), sought unsuccessfully to dissuade 
Baraka. · 

The Convention opened on Friday~ March 15, with the reading 
by Imamu Baraka of. a report of the steering committee . It assessed 
the black si tua·tion in America today as one "of unre.lieved crisis 
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for our peopl_e" and declared that . "white politicians offered 
no hope for a real change." The nation's cities were described 
as "crime haunted dying grounds" where countl~ss blacks £;aced 
permanent unemployment. · Further, that ''neither the courts nor 
the prisons contribute to anything resembling justice or refor
mation"; that schools are unable · or unwilling to educate our 
children; that "in every area of our lives, · the American insti
tutions in which we have placed our trust are unable to cope 
with the crisis'' and that corporations are marked by their single
m:inded dedication to profits for some and white supremacy above all. 

Acrimonious debate over the adoption of reports by the 
Rules and Convention Committee and other speeches occupied the 
delegates attention on the opening night proceedings which were 
fre~uently punctuated by angry outbuists from delegates . 

Saturday's session consisted., in the main, of "ho'w to" 
workshops, followed by a general session devoted to 
speeches and parliamentary maneuvering marked by delegates 
complaints over the use by the chair . of procedures dictated by 
Roberts Rules. Major debate evolved around the question of how 
to reduce the 200 pre.pared resolutions down to a workable number. 

Most of the daY.tirne sessions on . Saturday ·were .given over 
to "how to" workshops with Convention organizers frequently empha
sizing that · they were ·the most important aspect .of the entire 
proceedings. Th.e workshops, .which covered . seven areas, included 
one led by Congressman Conyers, which was concerned -with "campaign 
financing." · Other .workshops . included community st·ruggles, 

. housing '; education, criminal justice, labor, .and black assemblies. 
Repor~s from ' the conventi?n indicated that the session -0n labor 
was debated from a Marxist perspective and, among othe.r things, 
embraced a theore·tical dis cuss ion of Communism . . 

Throughout the Convention, its lack of organization was 
. manifest with ~a11 sessions starting .late, sometimes as much as 

two hours behind schedule. Keynoter Maynard Jackson emphasized 
the need for blacks to organize and develop a strategy capable 
of winning greater political victorie-? ,and called- for a "door 
to door effort" to organize the vast potential in the' "vast . 
black belt extending from Virginia through. Arkansa·s." Mayor 
Richard Hatcher,- in a widely' publicized· speech, delivered on 
Saturday evening, ignored an unwritten rule th.at black leaders 
do not criticiie other black leaders in public. He bitterly 
casti.gated political leaders and other prominent blacks who . 
refuied to participate in the Convention~ With considerable 
rhetorical flourish, Hatcher asked: "Where -are · the newly elected 
officials? Where are the mayors,. congressmen, th.e· political 
paupers whq became political prima· donnas as a result of our 
awareness after Gary?'' Singled out for special scorn were 
Congressman Diggs, Roy Wilkins, Vernon Jordan, Floyd McKissick, 
and Senator Edward Brooke. Hatcher •s· speech ·was severely 
criticized by the influential James Hicks of the Amsterdam 
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News as "regrettable because at the very time he was ca+ling 
for unity among blacks, he was systematically destroying ·the 
very unity he . was calling for." . Congressman Ron Dellums, in 
an apparent allusion to the anti-Israel resolution in Gary and 
the contemplated anti-Israel resolution in Little Rock, declared 
that: "We need to stop passing resolutions and stop fighting 
each other over twelve words · on a piece of paper that doesn't 
mean anything when you pass it." 

~araka, officially designated Secretary Gene~al of the 
National Black Political Convention, in a Saturday night speech 
before an estimated 1,600 people called for "total overthrow of 
all forces that seek to define the experiences of black people 
and urged ~hat blacks adopt "a revolutionary ideology" based 
on th.e experiences of "anybody who has been successful in revo
lution." Bar aka charged that:· "Capitalism· and the industrial 
rev.elution have enslaved blacks" and declared that . "black people 
all over the world must try to ~ind a way to take money . away 
from the large corp·orations who have become rich ·riding on the · 
backs of the Negro." Obviously pandering to the .sentiments of 
the delegates, he bitterly ~ttacked black members of Congress 
for embracing Israel in its strug.gle against the Arabs. ·. ("If 
the Black C6ngressional Caucus ~as doing its job, ~2.5 billion 
would not · go · to defeating the Arab~, · while a piddling $25 million 
went to six. African nations to fight the drought in the Sahel~'') 
Baraka, as did Ha.tcher, rec~ived.· a standi!lg ovation. 

. . 
. . 

North Catalina's Owusu Badaukai, the third speaker to 
bring the · 4elegates to their ·feet for a standing ovation, ·was 
the most outspoken revolution·ary · at the Convention. He condemned 
"slick talking black elected officials" for "riding the crest of 
the black movement" for their own personal aggrandizement. 
Sadaukai, President cf the Malcolm X· Liberation University and 
National Chairman· of the African. Liberation Support Comrni ttee; 
the prime organizers of nationwide African Liberation Day . 
demonstrati-Ons, challenged the assembly to become a fighting 
.organization· "sitting in with welfare -. mothers, marching in · the 
street, supporting· rent strikes, and other local acti V.i ties" 
which; if successfully carried through, will enable us to "quit 
begging anointed leaders to return because we will get new 

. leaders." . ·Said. Sadaukai: . "We can no longer afford the . myth 
of power of blac~ elected officials in: the system of capitalism." 
(Subsequently, Hatcher, commenting on Sadaukai's speech, observed 
that ·it would now be . extremely dlfficult to convince black 
elected officials that this is an organization that really 
welcomes them.) · · · 

Hatcher, Baraka, and Sadaukai, th.e . Convention~ s three 
maj o:r speakers, apparently spelled out areas on which each 
ideological faction would not compromise. · Hatcher patently 
desires · a movement which will embrace all political groups 
in Black America; · Bar.aka is seeking to develop a revolutionary 
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movement that is Socialist, anti-capitalist, and anti-American, 
while Sadaukai, who according to reports had strong differences : 
with Baraka, believes that the future of Black America lies in 
struggle, not in electoral politics. Judging from the ~pplause, 
it was difficult to determine who struck the most responsive 
chord or what the delegates really felt. It is apparent, however, 
that both Baraka and Sadaukai were appealing for a militant 
nationalist philosophy with both denouncin~ neo-Co1onialist, petty 
bourgeois black elected officials with Sadaukai generally adhering 
to a Marxist Leninist philosophy. . . . 

As was the case in Gary, the concluding Sunday session was 
. given over to resolutions and sparked the most controversy and 
debate. Like Gary, the resolutions were offered in th~ waning 
moments of the Convention when no more than 300 of the · 1,718 
elected del~gates remained on the floor. 

As of this writi~g, it is impossible to determine precisely 
the wording of the 9 resolutions out of the ap~roximately 200 
that were considered and passed by ' the resolutions comlil.ittee. 
Copies of the resolutions ·were unavailable to the general press, 
and most reporters, dismayed at the chaos on the flobr at the time 
resolutions were being debated, had given up and departed from 
the convention hall. · However, it . is known that iri t~e main they 
were "nationalist" in origin, and· many dealt with Africa. Reports 
_suggest . that others ignored ideol~gical questions _to_ grapple with 
the gut issues of jobs, hunger, justice, housing, political influ
ence, better .schools, watchdog committees over · prisons and mental 
institutions, all of which s~eme~ to proclaim that as yet there 
had been .no signi.f~cant . imp.rovement in the black condition. 

Conventio.n drama and tension revolved around two key reso
lutions - the one anti-Israel, the other calling for the formation . 
of an independent black political party. The 'first, submitted to 
the Resolutions .Committee by the · New. Jersey Black Assembly, itself 
led by Baraka, .reportedly would have placed the organization on. 
record "in .-support of Arab struggles · of national liberation" and 
in opposition tQ ''Zionist-lsraeli expari5ionism, racism, and im
perialism." · Debate within the Res·olutions Cornrni t tee was sharp, 
according t~ observers with one unidentified ''influential black. 
politician" predicting that if the resolution · pas·sed, the "organ-
ization is gone." · · 

The precise language of the anti-Israel resolution which 
ultimately _passed by a Convention voice vote ·is not known. It is 
believed however that the resolution, as read at the Convention, 
was substantially as follows: 

Whereas most of the P~lestinian people have b~en 
removed from their traditional homeland and remain 
removed from their traditional homeland and 
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Whereas the United States Government has voted 2.2 
billion dollars in military aid to .Israel to wage 
war against . Arab peoples while at the same time 
appropriating less than 25 milliqn dollars to 
help six African nations suffering from drought in 
the ·SAHEL and . . . 

Whereas page 15 point 12 of the National Black Poli-
ti.cal Agenda supports the position of the Organiza
tion for African Unity and the UN Commission on 
Human Rights in opposing the Israeli Government's 
expansionist policy · 

Be it therefore resolved that this convention 
condemn the racism of all .elected officials who 
voted for the 2.2 billion dollars mentioned above . 

As w•s the resolution on Israel, the one· looking to the 
formation of an independent black .political party was · promoted 
by the nationalists, but after heate4 floor debate, was tabled 
by an overwheJming voice vot~ . . It appeared to be the consensus 
of the maj Qri ty .t -hat Black· Asseµiblies ha4 failed to do the n~ces -
sary organizational work in th~ communities to justify the forma 
tion of a na~ional party. While some del~gates argued that 
ideological differences made the -proposal for a black party 
"unrealistic:,,,, the prevailing sentiment was that the best way to 

' buil4 a party was to . go home and build a. solid base. 

Either in the sp·irit of ·conciliation or resignation, 
Baraka subsequently ·called . the tabling of the motion "reasonable", 
and promised that -it would ·be again .brought up in ·a contemplated 
September· meeti~g of the parent Black National Political Assembly . 

. . 
The other resolutions; in essence, called for : 

... The formation of a national black United Fund of 
· $2.5 . ~illion by the e~d of the ye~i · and a goal of 
$10 million by 1976 . · · .· ·· . · · . 
Enactment ·of an "Urban .Homestead Act" that would 
enable black city dwellers .to owri homes . 
Support . for progressive "revolutions" in .African 
countries. . . 

. .. Formation of. a "black court of appeals" to assist 
black "political prisoners" in obtaining their 
release. The measure also demanded that black 

··defendants be afforded a "true . jury of their peers ." 
Opposition to most forms of psychological testing in 
public schools on the grounds .that th~y do not relate 
to· black students. The measure also called for more 
op~n admission standards in the count'ry ' s law schools. 
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Self-determination for the black residents of 
Washing~on, D.C. and opposition to the Home Rule 

.Bill recently passed by Congress. 
Opposition to new rules for choosing del~gates to 
the Democratic National Convention. 
Support for African ~iberation Day 

The emotional highlight of the Convention was a special 
testimonial on · Saturday, March 16 at Central High . School for 
Daisy Bates, local NAACP leader in ·a fight to breach the segre-

. gation barriers 17 years ~go. Also honored at the meeting were 
parents of the other students who were the first nine blacks to 
attend ~he formerly all white high school. Central High School 
became available when a $1,000 check was deposited with the school 
board. The attending police and firemen waived their customary 
fees, which in no sinall measure c_ontributed to the availability 
of the historic site, 

Social critic and comedian Dick Gregory closed the 
Convention, He admonished the delegates "not to worry about 
some of the things they were worrying about" and c:omplimented 
them for bringirig dispute~ into the open rither than hiding them 
behitid closed doors. Ndting t~a~ there had been som~ heat at the 
Convention over the Arab/I~raeli resolution, Gregory contended 
that it was a phony issue. "There isn't .·any Arab/Israeli conflict", 
he said, "it'·s a Russian/American conflict." 

Shortly af.ter the conclusio.n of the Convention., criticism 
surfaced froi:n -within the _black community. Generally ·speaking, 
important black newspapers criticized the Convention for arguing 
ideology in~ tead of at tempti!lg- to forge · a unified political · 
entity, and for attemptin~ · to equate Baraka's ide6logy with national 
black ideology. ·charies Kenyatta, writing in the Amsterdam News 
of March 30th, op~ned t~at events appeai· to have been stage-
managed and that "it was not an open convention." Muhammad . 
Speaks, official organ of _the disciplined Black Muslims, irked 
perhaps because a representative of the movement was denied 
permission to address the Convention, declare.d iri its April 5th 
issue that most of the leaders at .the .Convention were concerned 
with seeking positions of prominerice for themselves either to . 
satisfy their quest for power, money, or ego satisfaction. 

On Mon~ay; March 18, immediately after the delegates 
.departed ,represen·tatives of three local black organizations at 
~ press conference denounced the Convention as ''disgusting", a 
"failure,"' and "a mockery ; 11 and ~harged that Convention leaders 
were .more interes.ted in making speeches and enhancing their 
political image than in dealing with the problems 0£ suffering 
and oppressed blacks. The Afro-American of April 2nd declared: 
"It is nonsense to demand unity when members of the Convention 
are not sufficiently .mature and sophisticated to see the need of 
compromise for progress," and said the Afro-American, "decrying 
leadership that has its strength in the electorate or in the · 
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power and influerice of its organization is a self 
. defeating strategy." 

Delegates themselves in the main expressed satis
faction with the proceedings, with the prevailing belief 
being that despite differences of opinion and ideology, 
the · Convention was a success simply .because delegates 
did come. Hope was predominate that somehow in .the 
future a .greater degree of unity would develop among 
blacks. A consensus of the attending delegates, despite 
little supportive evidence, seemed to be that the agenda 
including the anti-Israel resolution was sufficiently 
moderate so that any black official could live with it. 

Any objective assessment of the Convention and 
the basic· structure that implements resolutions of 
biennial Conventions must take into account the obvious 
problems which remain. First and foremo·st, as yet there 
has not emerged a black jdeology that is anywhere near 
reaching a consensu~. And prospects for developing 
something · th~t the ~a~ses will support are indeed bleak. 
What now remains is a symbiotic relationship . between 
nationalists, Mar .. :X i st revolutionaries, and those who 
wish -to work within the existing political system. 
The Convention's divisive·nes·s suggests that the stresses 
and strains on the fragile uriit}r' may be too ·great. -It 
will be · difficult ·at best · to ·convince the r~nk and file 
black voter that the National Black Aisembly h~s the 
potentiat for becoming a political force capable of 
submerging specific causes o·f those who control the 
apparatus to the needs of most blacks. 

The Black .Assembly leadership appears to be 
badly splintered what with the influential black 
poljticians avoiding participation in the National 

.Black Assembly and· questioning the need for an appara 
tus that seems · destined to create more divisiveness than 
unity. Mayor Hatcher, one of the few prominent black · 
officials who actively participated in the Convention 
is reported now to have serious ·afterthoughts . Hatcher, 
reported.ly remains convinced that the road to success 
lies in con~entrating o~ the basics of political O!gani~ 
zing and electin·g blacks to pol.i ti cal office. Bar aka, 
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still th~ dominant force -· in-th~ patent Nationgl Black 
Politi~<al Assen:ibly and still passionately anti-Israel, 
on the .. other ·ha.nd appears ·to be unyiel,ding, "and commi_tted 
to "a total overthrpw of. all systeffi.s that define [sic] us 
~t this point." 

Baraka's post-Convention assertion that a black 
P,Olitical party is a cert.ainty is debatable". · Those who 
pre·sently control the Black Assembly apparatus suffer from 
what appears · tq · be a 1,tk of organizing ability, the · kn6~
how which tould . come from ·the parti~ipation of black elected 
officials, or the means to obtain the requisite finances 
necessary ·to · create a viable structure. ·Even more signtfi
cant .is the _fact that the . leadership fails to recognize or · 
ignores ~~e :t~~lity · that the ~~jority of blacks p~efer to 
work wit.hin:·tne existing .sy~tern, and .have given no 'evidence 
that they- ·are' rea~y qr. w:i:Jling to participate · in a second · 
Arne·rican , revolution . · 

7 4.-9 70-9 
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be: Bertrall B. Gold 
Seymour Samet 
ayman Bookbinder 
Marc Tanenbaum 
Ernest Green 

June 14, 197C 

Yz. Bayard Rustin, beOlltive l>iractor 
A. Philip Randolph J:UUtut~ 
260 Park Avmiaa South 
t~ Yo~, New Yod; 100it 

Dear Bayar4; 

'i'banks ~ senciln9 me copies o~ your D$W8Paplr ~ ~ Y.01.ll! 
letter to the wall Street Joumal on the p~~lmo ot quotas. x 
tll1nk ~y•re 9"«1~. '!'hey ao an ~t jGb ·on one aspeot of 
quot.e.f' bll~ we •t1U must. face the problem. of WMt we ®• absent 
full employment. 'l'bere l thtnk we haft to st.re•• our· push for 
an aff1nativa action pzogr:am. but: ane baaed rm Jus.tice l>o11CJlaiJ• 
BHU"O•Ch - of dealln9 with tlla Pf:ObleJPS ot !!!, the dlndvanteged, 
rat.bar than ~uat the minorities. · · · · " · 

z.Dguage to ac;h.f.eve t.ba't app~ch might be along ttt,e. lines of Q&t 
X proposed several yean ago for Mayor LinClsay'• BUcutive o~ 
i20 on job-training pzoqrams in Nev York City!!> I sugqeste4 ~at 
it ab.ould inc1Q4e a een'8ncs eayinq the folloringi •mong its. 
duties. t.be Mmipower anel Career Developaent Agency 18 t:o _ ncrui~, 
screen., a.ad _place- lndividaal.11 frma the minof!Y· qro!p!1 aiaadvan• 
~ oeraons, uzulaz" !llPlCJXed and undirikil ln app~t:la1:• !Ob•· 
iil~c; pr0grams pursuant ~ the ·pmvtilona of this order •. 

ft.e un&nl.ln•d laaguap avoids ~e. difUe111.tlea o~ quotas, cc! the· 
language ia the aame as that uae4 by the PlaatarerS and ceraant 
aaaona Union in a nattcmal. tninJ,nq ~t vi~ ~ PQrtl-4 
cement Association Md the u.s. Deportment 0.f Lalx>r. It 1a aimllar 
to the app1:0ach of the Beer\1itaent 81\4 kainiAq Program Inc., vhf.oh 
~cr.uibJ h~v.Uy ~g Blacks an<t ~ Rieuse b'1t accep-ts cy 
().f _ tbe disa<lvantaged, un~r-employed ·and underakill.ed who come ~ 
< i.ts .. idoora, inclw1in9 2&$1dio Jew& • ...__ __ _.., 

I'd l!ka your naotion 1:.o ~is approach. ShoQld we ?t tofet:her 
a few lecding people fmm Black groups, Jewi&b ~'UPS aAd uniou 
t.o develop end ~d tbis eppmaeh a.a a RW thnst: fO~ effecd.ve 
affU1natiw action? 

Cordially. 
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THE WALL STREET JOUnNAL, 
Mond•y, M .. ch 25, 1974 ' 

Mr. Rustin on Quotas 
Editor. The 11'1111 Strcot Journal: 

I agro wllh n number ot the points In 
your editorh1I, "Judgini: the Racl'1.I Quo
ta.<" 1~1ar. ll >. But you mis~ lhP. point 
when you assert thnt "The id~a of 'rrverse 
ct.i.'Crim1nallon• f":\iricd curn::s~y w!~h the 
Ntgro chil 1 i~htt r.10\'•mcnt ot a dec:t1e 
past." 

The c:ontrvwrrc:y o\·er quotas and pref· 
<-Nnl1:il t.J"itatn"nt did not origi.n:'l1.! iu t!'I'! 
agenda ot the civil ril!'hlS movcrr.eal. c~
cepl Insofar c1 IMt movement pMvided 
the impelu• fo, all Slll>3equent efforts lo 
,nh•ncc thP •tDtU5 or minorities. The lead· 
f!rs ot the ch·ll r ight• mo,·cment-l<ing. 
Randolph, Wiikins, end Olher.•-wcre ex· 
plictt In opp(lsing rev,.s• <iiscrimin1tlon. 
Tn.y we~ •1pp.1"t~ nn pi11lo3'11•liicAI 
grow1ds, but were also mo!i\·ated by· prog· 

·, mo.Uc political coMlderaUon.o. Ft1r !hey 
roc<>gnize<I thl\t tn :r:u>.<lorm the demand 
tor Nei:ro rlg~L• lntt1 a crul tor the dis
p:ac .. ment ll( whites would lntvlbbly clic!t 
insUnta1viow &11d widespread reslsU.,ce 
fro·m a society othenoi.•• disposed to -.1ew 
the civil rights lll:Cnd& fa.,·orably. 

'i'he qUOL'\ con•.roversy I•. In !nct.. a re· 
cent phf!tr.":menon. Qunfu \\"ere -;10(. w~ 
should rrmrmber. :.n Issue In th• 1953 
presirlenti•I election, ns they wPre in 19;2. 
Which brinit• us to o b:i.sic 1»1nt. 3lbeit one 
which Is ollen o\·erlooked or dismissed M 
or secondnry tmportnnce. Anrl lhnl l• thol 
quoto.• nrr lh". 1>roit1•ny. nO\ nr lhr pmgmm. 
of :he cl\'11 riithl• n1ovr.n1r:>t, but r;1lher llf 
the rc->nomlc pollclr• or the. Nix.,:> admin· 
t.iratl.,n 11<1d of the •hcrtcomlngl .,t the a!I· 
mtnistr.\tic-n·Jt 1:-~:-l"auc:-aey. 

Black unemplo;;mcnt has, .:i!ler all, 
risen t.u!>,l:inttally ~inr.e 1.ir. Nixon :i.."· 
.. unaed ottlre rnmcncl <A r.n c::~n.<nonl<t 
c.:o:io:nr. which gu:\:~.nh~<I th:il artirma· 
th·i a.ction d!?rts "'''''d TJCCecd \\ill'-.Ol!t 
tht- r·tqulrcmtnt ol Mlmt'1cal zo:Us. th'! 
l:il>.>r mnrkrt ~'\~ lifill!tned. and m3ny 
hlack3 wh<' wr•r h!~d l:.rnus<' or a!tirml
five ar.tion pr,,~rlm! (t\\lnd themscl\'C.S 
once nir:iin uut of .,.·o:~ . 

Le.winit thr q11r•lion or :he rron<>m)' 
aside. tht iss11t IF who hMJ bc<'n ordC'ri11g. 
<Hrcolln.ir an~ enr•irrlng de t:iclo Cj110l3 lair· 
l:lg. And lhe O:>N°rr I~ thr nrtlcil\IS or tM 
Nixe>n admlnJStMth1n. They hiwe been ina· 
P."Sing quota~ larir••ly bec?.U.Se they have 
been a!::iign..ct a dit!ltult. job-the i.ncrea.se 
ot miMrily and female tn•ployment-ln M 
unfa'lor:ible tronomlc climate, aJlll a~ 
lhu> rrepared to use whatt\'fr mun.! are 
iu their dlspco..:11, "'' matter how und•mo
rr:1.lir these miiht be. 

They are nl.;o rc~ortan: tn quotM tor 
l\nolher reason. And that Is tMt this ad· ' 
minl$tr;:tnn hll.• ~bandnncd the Idea that a 
d~m<>eratlc socitt)I commi!l~d to upp-nd· 
I~;: thf'se w!lo h:tvc sutfC'red ff"l')m disc:rimi· 
n:ition ~houhJ prt>4:·:cd by pro\idinb com
pen.<~lory tduc:ilion ruid training that 
would ennhlo mlnorll!es t~ en:er Loe labor 
Corre \\0iti1o~t SACrHirlnir q1:allf1cnt16ns ar.d 
<t.1ndnros . 

This was and still Is the i:oal o: the civil 
rights nao1·ement. IVtft~enin;r the merit 
rrinciple ll.,d tP.gitimatf Mantlards dots no 
bentrat to SOt'itty. least oC OJI lo mi11<>rities. 
But Ir the finf(tr ot blome Is 10 be pointed, 
it should ~ dJrected whtre 1: belongs: at 
:.n :idmir.lstr~it1on whOSt! ~~:;c:,e.~ have 
"'-orsen..S the pllfht o: bl~<"~•. :ind whose 
.3ttitudu have undermlnetl t~• bll>ic ide:lls 
or democracy. 

Rzf.Clltiue Director 
·A. Philip Rn>:doip/\ ln~Wute 

.Ve1c York · 
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'!'he d~bate over quotas and prcft:renlinl t1·e:11 men I f11r raci;1! 
.minorities is nne of !he m<>st troublesome prohlcm$ con 
fronting society today. Very few people wili admit to f;l\'oring 

. the establishment of numerical guidelines as a mc;ons nf 
ab<>lishing discrimination. But there is cumpelling evidence 
!hat the quota concept is being inl<inuated into alrn<>sl cvci"y 
aspect of social life. Hiring practices. college atlmissions 
poiicies, political representation-all ore heing juclgccl by tl1e 
standard of whether blncks. Spanish-speaking. and someliml'S 
women and young peo;>le are participating in prop<>rtion lo 
!heir presence in the general population. 

The reasons for the quota piienomenon are complex. They 
derive, however. from a basic snurce-the lethal effects of 
racism on American life. The only five blacks serve"" the :;43 
member Mississippi highway patrol ten years after p:1ssngc nf 
the Civil Rights Act demons trates llmt prejudice clic~ hard. 
Racism persists: the economic plight of black penpte is not 
simply lhe legacy of pa~t discrimination. 

Quotas. however, arc no! the answer lo racial i njuslil'e. /\n<l 
for a ' ''cry good reason. At i!s root. the qunl:i philnsophy 
signifies an acceptance pf a social order which has historic:illy 
dealt harshly with minorities and the pnnr. Quntas imply I hat 
the: struJ!r!lc to 1ran~iorm raci~l iitr:;lilulions is lwi111~ ah;m 
<lmu.•tl. 1101 for ;111y r;ulic:1l or 1uilif:llil ;1:1t·ru:1li\••·. hul fu1• :111 
cx1t·1ulcc1 kind or lnkc·11i:.0111. 

)I is 110 accidC'nl lh:tl (]llUl\tS twvc fouud ravt1r wi lh fh(' Ni.'<Ofl 
Administration. given the Administr;1lion's rccor<i of raci;il 
neglect. and considering !he numerous Adminisl ration efforts 
lo divide blacks-from their traclilional allies. 
· The basic contradiction in !he Administrat ion ap;>ro;)th is 
reflected in unemployment statistics. F'nr al the snme tnne as 
Nixon officials h.ive imposed ('Junta systems. or a~keci cpuris In 

. impose quota S)•stems. the detetioralion of lhe 'IJCunnmy has 
brought a nearly two-fold increase in the number or black 
jobless. 

Quotas have thus become an ineffective substitute fur a full 
employment ecPnomy, expanded m~npower training lo has ten 
minority entry in the skilled trades, and a comprehensive 
education program to help blacks overcome the han(licap of 
inferior ghetto schools. · 

By legitimizing the qullla principle, moreoveC'. !he fcd'!ral 
go,·crnment is perpetuating a myth !hat has lo;,,J a devasl;ot ing 
impact on American race rcl;:iti1111s. Thi~ i~ the myt h 1tia1 
blacks must be given S<>mcthing in order lo h;:ivc s<•nu:lhiug. 

Certainly blacks arc famiiiar with the imogc nf llH' tokL·n
lhe Jpne black who is assigned a con~picunu,; \'lac<'. bul never 
given responsibi li ly nr aulnnnmy. The cidl rights 1111tv1'11;en1 
oppMed IPkenism. not simply bec:iu$e it w;:is an in~1d1 f!U:Jtc 
respnn~e lo pervasive inequality. but abo bl'Cm:sc ii 
recognized that t.nkenism was a public rclar inns m;muever th3l 
served neil her the interests of black people (tr.,;!>Ciety. 

The black who is hired because of a government.ordered 
quota faces a simil:ir preclic:iment. Society will not judge him 
as an equal. as someone who succeeded on his nwn merit . A ntl 
he himself will be plagued by self-<l<>ubt. 

In ;)ddilion to placing specific economic and social <icnin11rls 
before America. the dvil rights movement was a slrui;gll! for 
human dignity and individual self-esteem. 1l sought In destroy 
r he stereotypes which le.ft Negroes psychologically-maimed 
for centuries. 

Civil rights leaders themselves have always oppose<.! reverse 
discrimintl!i<>n fwhich is, after all , the ine\·it:li>le re~ult or 
quotas.> They suught to enhance opp<>rlunity f"r all 
economically, polilicully. anci socially-so that tile hl.'.lck 01<111 
could be integrated into a ~ocicly where standnrds were un· 
famished. Thus quotas did not wiginale in the age1:da of the 
civil rights movement. Ti1ey rather violate its most fun
damental ideas. 
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The black communit\' n1a\' soon lace the formidable 
challenge of finding :ui nl1e1:na1 i\'e lo lhe qunla system. 
Although lhe Supreme Court, in Lhe Delunis judi;cmcnt. 
~,·oided the issue for lhc present. thcr<' ;ire imlicntio11s. par
Liculnrly (he minority opinion of ,Justice\\' iltiam !)(111gl:1s. lhat 
lhe high court may eventually declar e unconfitiluliona l Ille 
practice of cstnblish ing separalc !'lancl:mls for blacks and 
other minorities. 

Whalt:\'Cr finding the court rcachcfi. il is importaut that 
blacks begin lo consider lhc implications of quolas as a 
strat<Jgy for overcoming discriminnl ion and :1chicving 
t'conon-,ic justice. I have already stated my objections lo 
quot;1s: in brief, 1 feet quot:1s arc :m cxai;gcrated form of 
tokenism which represent a poCJr substitute for 3 full Cln· 
ploymcnt policy and have a dcv<'tstaling psychological effect 
on the very people they arc designed lo help. 

Another important is.~ue is the division between blacks and 
their traditional allic.~ which the quota controversy is creating. 

In the Defunis ca~e. for example, mosL or organized labor, 
man·y Jewish orl(anizations. and a number of while ethnic 

..., ____ ...,,,._.,.,,, 

... 

._,.._: -... ~-.... 
·- · 

groups opposed lh<' policy of gi\"i11g minorities prcrcrcnlin l upward mobility ror themscl\'C'S and !heir cluldrc:n. 
lrciltmcnl in college admissions. "hi le ci\' il rights And llwy ,,, " rci.lcling, of social injustice by turning in"·nrd. 
nrgm1i1.ations supported lhc pr:1cticc. rcjcc!ing the possibility of bro;;d soci<.11 clrnngc while lrying to 

Further evidence of the clivi~ive porcnt ial or quotas was grab :1 share of ~ocicty's spoils ror thcm~clvcs. wiLh little 
prov idcd a l a recent New York Conference on offi nna livc !hough\ lo the overrid ing consequences. 111ey arc 1loing lhis. 
act ion and prcfcr!.'nt i:1l Lrealmcn\. The part iciµ:111 ts included mor eover , in lhc name of Jewish. llalian. or Irish ci1· Polish 
blacks. Puerto Hicans: Jews, llalina-Americnns. und lilbor ;ol idarily. 
unionists. Tlwse were indi viduills \\'ho "oulcl find lhcmsclvcs These arc tho3c who hail the rcsurgcncc of ethnic nwarcncs~ 
in substantial agr~emen\ on a broad range of soc i:il :ind ilS a positive devclopm<•111. And c:crlainly it is· importanl lhal 
economic issues. M:rny had ma rched ~ide by side with Martin ind.ividunls ha\'C n sense of pride in the traditions and :1c
Luthcr l<ing and A. Philip nandolph 1n the 111osl crucia l a11d complishmcnts of their anct'slors. 
dangerous campaigns or the civil rights movement. But much of what p;,sses as the "New f.lhnicily" 1s nothing 
· Bui it was obvious that on Lhcqueslionof radal quotas. these more than a new tribalism. a worldwide plwnomcnon in which 
liistorically unified forces were polcs distant. :ill social intercourse ii: judged by the degree it bcnc:lils a 

We heard. during the course of the conference: -A p:irlicular race, religion, or nationality. 
spokesman for M llalinn-Amcrican organization severely Quot.is arc an inherent pitrl of this phenomenon. They imply 
crilici7.e Mlirmalive nclion programs. declarini; that llnli:in - that all problems c:in be solved by er-cclini; a \\all :iround one's 
Americai1s were systematically discriminated against and own group, so that :'Ill outsiders :ire excluded. Eventually, that 
excludl'd from positions of influence in government :rnd wall wiU become smaller. as sub-groups arc formed based on 
education.· their accent or social cl;i~-s. or whether they live in the city or 

A woman iil-~istcd that only Puerto Rican las opposed lo country. Until finally the "·all bc<.'omc so sm.~11 it excludes 
Cub;rn or Dominican! teachers could relate to Puerto Hican everyone. except the individual and his family . 
chrldrcn, just as, she asserted. only Italian tl!achers or This is the real dnngcr of the c1uola principle. Aud the im
MilanC'S.! dialect would relate to Milanese- llalian children. pulse or ethnic isol;ition will persist until ~II thc$c-hlacks. 

A you11g law school g raduate or working-class background white working people, and ethnic minorities- who sh~re 
criticized com;icnsalory education programs for largely ex· common social problems join together lo devt'lo1i e!lccllve 
eluding white working class students. allernativcs to tribillislic formulas. Dr. John Morsell, 

A-:. lhe above examples indicate. many of the complaints As5islant F.:xccutive Director of the N!\ACP. has already 
bordered on the absurd. Thl' problems of while working proposed that hlack groups iniliate a cli:il~uc with other 
people. as serious .:is they are, do not :ippro:ich the grim org:mizations in order lo cle,·clop a comm1o11 solution. Dr. 
consc<111cnccs or racial prejudice. Mori.ell's proposal rcprc~cnts 0(1l only an intdligent formula 

But their frustrations arc rc:'ll enc•11gh. Th(')' must deal with to defuse the e>:ptosh·e quota issue: it is the only way by which 
suhtlc, cnnc!c.~ccr.ding prejudice. M:iny live just beyond the all who suffer from tliscrimin:1tion can d~,·elop a broad 
shaclow of povc:rly •m.d share with black pco11lc a~pirations of ~LraLcgy to overcome di_scrimina\iM's shilcklcs. 
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BOOK OF NUMBERS 

CHAPTER XII 

1. And Miriam and Aaron spoke against · t1oses. be~ause of the Cushite 

woman whom he had married; . for he had married i Cushite woman: 2. 

And they said: 'Hath the Lord indeed spoken only with'. Moses? hath 

He not spoken also .with us? And the Lord heard it. -- 3. Now the 

man Moses was very meek, above all the men that were upon the face 

of the earth. -- 4~ ~nd the Lord spoke suddenly unto Moses, and 

unto Aaron, and unto Miriam: 'Come out ~~ three uqto the tent of 
. . .. 

meeting. ' And they three came out. 5. And · ·~he Lord came down in 

a pill~r of cloud, :an.~.:::·~-~9od at the door of the Tent,. and called 

~a:i;-on and Mir~am; ·and : they ho.th came. : £ortf1 ~ 6. And He said: 'Hear 
•.• 

now · My words: if there be a prophe~ among . you ·, I the Lord do make 

Myself known unto hf:m . in a vision. r ·do spe~k· with ·him in a -dream. 

7. My s~rvant Moses is not so; he is trusted in all My house; 8. 

with him do ·r speak ~outh to mouth, even manifestly, and not in dark 

speeches; and . the sj.militude of the Lord· doth h.e behold, wherefore 

then were ye not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?' 

9. And the anger ·of the Lord was kindled against them;· and He de-
. . 

parted. 10 . And when the cloud was removed from over the Tent, 

behold-, Miriam was· leprous, as white as ·snow; and Aaron looked upon 

Miriam; and, behold, she was leprous. 11. And Aaron said unto Moses: 

'Oh my lord, lay not, I pray thee, sin upon us, for that we have done 

foolishly, and for .that. we have sinned. 12. Let her not, I pray, 

be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed wheri he cometh out;~ 
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of his mother's womb . ' 13. And Moses cried un~o the Lord, saying: 

'Heal her now, 0 God, I beseech Thee, ' 14 . And ·.the Lord said unto 

Moses : 'If her father had but spit in her face, should she not hide 

in shame seven days? let her be shut up without the camp seven days, 

and after that she shall be brought in again.' 15. And Miriam was 

shut up without the camp seven days; and the people journeyed not 

till Miriam was brought in again. 16. And afterward the people 

journeyed from Hazeroth, and pitcheq in the wilderness of Paran . 

•• 1 
I 



Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint 
Office of ·the IA?a:n 
Harvani Medical School 
25 Shattuck ~ 
Boston, Mass. -02115 

tear Dr. Poussain't! 

June 6, 197ij 

I am very sorry that you will not be able to join us 
at our Conference at Fisk University. I krXJW that yoo ~ 
have had JIDJCh to oontcibute. · 

'!hank you very I1U1Ch for sending me an advance oopy of the 
article which you wrote for Ebony ·Magpzine. It is a firist
ra.te piece and I know that we will \ial'lt to circulate it widely 
after it appears. Io let us know the next tine. you pl.an to be 
in New Yark so l<Je can arrange to get together. 

· Best regaros. . 

::awM. T~enbornn·/ .. 
S. Samet 
H. neischman 
H. Bookb:ipder 

... 
Coidially, 

Bertram H. · GOld 
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One of the most alarming aspects· of the DeFunis case that was recently 

heard before the U.S. Supreme Court was the split that it revealed between 

the Jewish and black communities. DeFunis, a Sephardic Jew, had charged 
. . .. 

the University of Washington Law School with reverse discrimination for 

refusing him admission but accepting several dozen minority students with 

academic records and test scores allegedly weaker than his. 

For the first time in decades, some segments of the Jewish community 

find themselves at odds with the p9licies of ~ajor civil rights groups 

made up of black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, and American Indian organizations. 

However, I believe that it is important to put this disagreement into 

perspective and to understand that by supporting ·DeFunis, influential Jewish 

groups like the Anti-Defamation Leag·ue of B 'nai B 'rith, the American Jewish 

Committee, and the Jewish Rights Council were not necessarily being anti-

black,' although white racism was evident in one brief filed by DeFunis's 

attorneys. They wrote: "The predominance o.£ whites in the university law 

school may well be explained by a lack of inclination or aptitude on the 

part of blacks for .such studies. Any observant person knows that certain 

races have certain bents or inclinations. The fact that the heavyweight 

boxing field_ is dominated by blacks does not prove that whites are excluded 

by discrimination." 

Many blacks are · puzzled by the stand that these organizations have 

taken against affi~ative action programs which clearly benefit non-white 

minorities, and many have seen this stand as a sign of change in Jewish opinion. 

I think that, instead, this opposition should be seen in part as anti-quota 

rather than anti-black in its intent. Believe it or not, some Jews react .. 
to the term "quota" in the same way that blacks respond when called "boy," 
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that is, as a sign of bigotry and a term of oppression. Jewish organizations 

specifically oppose quotas because in the past, and even today, quotas have been 

used to keep Jews out of jobs and out of universities. In other words, 
• -=:; •. 

Jews have been held back by maximum quotas on their admission. For that 

reason, they have often advocated a strict merit system for admission to 

schools and colleges, since they believe that any system of quotas potentially 

puts Jewish students at a disadvantage. For example, if students or jobs 

were assigned to ethnic groups on the basis of population ratios alone, blacks 

would gain 15% of the places and Jews only 3%. Thus, from many Jews' 

standpoint, even though they support blacks' fight for equality, a real 

threat to Jewish self-interest exists tf quotas become a quasi-legal 

' American institution. 

It should be emphasized, however, that~ university affirmative action 

programs do not have to lead to quotas and should .not mean discrimination 

against Jewish and other white students. Blacks are, in effect, only demand-

ing minimum representation for minorities in colleges and jobs .in part to 

remedy the effects of past discrimination. Any atte~pt to impose a limiting 

quota on the admission of Jewish ~tudents should be strongly opposed by 

civil rights groups. Injustices against any and all minorities must be 

rectified in the long-range interests of America, Therefore, former Supreme 

Court Justice Arthur Goldberg, who disagreed with the powerful Jewish 

groups in the DeFunis dispute, commented, . "It· is tragic that the tw~ most 

persecuted minorities should fall apart on this issue.u This is a feeling 

that many blacks and Jews share. 

The Jewish community has long been one of the strongest allies of 

blacks. More than any other· white group, they helped to spearhead and 

support the civil rights movement . Members of the Jewish community gave 

-·- . ~ ... . .. . .. . ·- .... . .. . . - . . . . .. . .. -
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a great deal of financial help to the chief civil rights organizations. 

Much more than that, during the height of the movement in the mid-60's, 

·many Jews went South to man the battle lines. Many were injured and several 

died in the struggle for black equality. Two of the three civil ·rights 

workers murdered in Mississippi during the summer of '64 were Jewish, 

Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman, both from New York. The third victim 

was James Earl Chaney, a black Mississippian. These three gave their 

lives because they believed in justice and equality for all men. Schwerner 

and Goodman were like many other Jews in their special allegiance to the 

· black cause. Despite some recent antagonism and mutual resentment between 

the two groups, there can be no denial of the significance of Jews' 

.contribution to the fight for human justice. 

Nonetheless, some blacks suggest that Jews joined the civil rights. 

movement out of self-interest because they believed that relieving black 

oppression would strengthen barriers against Jewish oppression. Even if 

true, this is not a motivation for which anyone should feel ashamed. 

Blacks 'too must fight oppression against any group because the violation 

of one group's rights endangers everyone's rights. The late Rev. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. taught us that it was important to be concerned with the 

pli~ht of all oppressed groups. In his well-known letter from a Birmingham 

. jail in 1963, he wrote, "It was illegal to aid a Jew in Hitler.' s Germany. 

Even so, I am sure that had I lived in Gepnany at the time, I would have 

' aided and comforted my Jewish brothers." 

To suggest that Jews were not sincerely interested in black liberation 

is to ignore some obvious historical facts . Jews had little to gain directly .. 
from helping blacks. In fac~, by supporting blacks they were often risking 

~...,_-....-~----:·~-·-. ..-- - . - ::: - . - . ··: ·_ ... . ·- . - .:: .·· , ··-·· -·~-. - ·--··-~~ :--- ... - ·. -----.--·· ~ - -_. ··--=- - --. -:- r -
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their own well-being and safety. For example, it became common for 

white racists to accuse "Jewish Communists" ~ith instigating black 

uprisings. With racism as strong as it is in .America, being pro~black 

has never been an advantage. Yet the commitment of many whites including 

Jews was superficial and shortlived. Many quickly left the movement and 

returned to live in raci~lly restricted, all-white suburbs. 

Today, some Jewish leaders and particularly Jewish lawyers continue 

to defend black militants in court and quietly accept some of their· . 

defendants' "hate-whitey'' attitudes. Lately, in the theater, arts and 

the movies,. Jews have often helped blacks gain entry and prominence. On 

our college campuses it h~s more often than not been .Jewish professors who 

have sponsored and supported programs for increased minority recruitment 

and enrollment. However, the Jewish community is not completely liberal. 

There are bigots among them who continue to refer to blacks derogatorily 

with the Yiddish word "shvartzer." Some blacks and Jews have charged Jewish 

social scientists with playing a significant role in the new academic racism 

which implies that blacks are innately inferior. There is bo·th good and bad ,-

in current Jewish-black relations which. can get worse or better. 

Despite the traditional alliance between Jews and blacks in the 

fight for civil rights, right now the DeFunis case has brought widespread 

publicity to an alleged Jewish-black split. It. is true that a decision in 

favor of DeFunis on the single issue of minority enrollment in universities 

would have endangered all affirmative action programs and thus would have 

been a severe setback for all blacks and other minorities. Yet the disagree-.. 
ment is by no means so clear as that may sound, since some Jewish organizations, 

including the National Council of Jewish Women, in addition to countless 



. -s- . 

. Jewish individuals, _ opposed DeFunis. Mo;-eover, it is important to remember· 

that some Jewish groups that supported. DeFunis also officially support 

affirmative action programs. The disagreement between Jews and blacks 

thus seems to center around the methods for achieving the goals of af fir.-
. 

mative action programs~ 

- One of the problems is that many affirmative action progr~ms are just 

·beginning; at many institutions affirmative action policies are vague and 

confusing. The DeF~nis case grew out of this very lack of clarity about 

acceptable approaches to affirmative action. Eleanor Holmes NortoQ,the 

black Chairperson of the New York City Commission on Human Rights, emphasizes 

· that "affirmative action amounts to a brand new personnel technology, not 
. . 

simply a device for bringing in excluded groups. It seeks to make personnel 

syst·ems fair and objective . n The federal government could help resolve 

some of the pr~sent confusion if it would provide specific guidelines that 

wou~d ensure that the constitutional rights of any citizen or ethnic group 

are not violated. 

However, it would be misleading to view the current problems in 

Jewish-black relations only in terms of this isolated legal issue in the 

DeFunis case. Ever sin<;:e the emergence of the black power movement in the 

late 1960's, some members of the Jewish cooununity have become increasingly 

ambivalent about their alliance with blacks. When some civil rights groups 

turned to black consciousness programs, whites were brusquely pushed out of 

the organizations and attacked for dominating the movement. Many of the 

whites in the movement did display deeply racist attitudes that could not 

be easily changed.. With this policy shift, long-standing friendships were 

in some cases broken: many Jews, as well as other whites, felt hurt and 

.. 
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puzzled. l'beir contribution to the black cause seemed to have been 

overlooke~ and ignored. Blacks, on the other ~and, felt strongly that 

Afro-Americans should direct their own movement and not be controlled by any 

other gr.oup. Some black power advocates said that they didn't need whites 

anymore. As a result, many whites felt betrayed, rejected, or unappreciate~ , 

and in reaction, many previously active and sympathetic Jews began to 

retreat. But many of these same whites refused to look inward to examine 

their own racism. 

It became even ~o~e distressing to Jews when some blacks began to blame 

them for ghetto conditions. Some black community leaders, many of whom 

had earlier been supported by Jewish groups, began to label Jewish merchants 

and landlords as the chief villains in black ghettos . During the urban r i ots 

many J~wish and white stores were specifically earmarked for destruction. 

Attacks should h.;;ve been against individual exploiters; religious slurs 

invited generalizations th~t were bigoted and unjust. Some blacks began 

to refer to "Jewish oppression" of blacks, forgetting that so-called 

Christians have been responsible for the origin and perpetuation of black 

oppression in America. Nonetheless, it was evident th~t some segments of 

the Jewish community were anti-black. For instance, the Jewish community 

in genera l rejected black Jews and some ridiculed them. Others made it 

clear that they did not want to mingle too close+y with blacks. An editor 

of a prominent Jewish magazine wrote: "If I were to be asked today whether 

I would like a daughter of mine 'to marry one,' I would have to answer : 

'No, I wouldn't like it at all."' . 

As the mass media played up anti-Semitic outbursts coming £rom a few 

'blacks, .many Jews ~egan to believe that blacks were turning ~nti-Jewish, and 

unfortunately many began to associate black power sloganeering with anti-
' 

-........ -- . . ·- .:--, : ~. ' ' .'"'-= ··-· . :. .... , .- · . , 
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Semitism. When Jews spoke up against these assaults, some blacks countered 

them by claiming that "black anti-Semitism exists because of Jewish racism." 

Such rationalizations were ·thin excuses for the ugly reality of anti-Semitism 

in the black community . However, it did not appear that Jewish leaders 

spok~ out ' against growing white racism in segments of the Jewish community. 

They too tended to rationalize anti-black sentiments by suggesting they 

were provoked by black behavior. Allan Solomonow, a former staff member 

of the Jewish Peace Fellowship, comments: ·"Alas, it seems possible for a 

guilt-ridden Jewish counnunity to speak in alarming ways of anti-Semitism 

while divorcing such convictions from their commitment to social justice in 

this country and thro'ughout the world." Some black leaders did speak out 

against anti-Semitism, particularly Roy Wilkins of the NAACP, 

Nevertheless, Jews became especially alarmed by black violence because 

in many of the larger cities they lived on the fringes of changing neighbor

hoods. This was particularly t~ue in New York City. Jews were attacked, 

. beaten, and mugged by young blacks and Jewish institutions were vandalized. 

"Hate-whitey" blacks made no exception for the Jews. It is important to 

understand that most blacks view Jews as white and make no other distinctions. 

Thus, many of the attacks on Jews were not specifically meant for them but 

·for whites in general. Jews felt that they were unjustly receiving the 

brunt of black frustration. The Jewish Defense L~ague was formed and 

vented much of its belligerence on th~ black community. But some Jews over

reacted because of stereotypes they held about blacks and violence. Philip 

Perlmutter, New England Director of the American Jewi.sh Committee , explain$, 

'.'Jews feel that there are certain problems for which blacks themselves are 

responsible and which cannot be blamed on poverty or general white society 

• 
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.· 
or on Jews in particµlar. PoQr Jews, in Brooklyn or Roxbury, do not mug, 

rob, or attack each other. Blacks know it and so do Jews." 

Besides the violence problem, there has been steadily growing 
-;., .• · .. . 

contention between .Jews and blacks since the late 1950's particularly · 

around education issues. Many Jews revealed their latent prejudice with 

respect to school desegregation. Many began to fear for the quality of 

their children's education as black enrollment increased in urban schools. 

These fears resulted in a great exodus of Jews, historically urban people, 

from the cities to the suburbs. The New York City teachers' strike in the 

late 60's drew clear lines between the teachers' union and the black 

comnunity. Black groups demanded community control whil~ the predominantly 

Jewish union opposed it. Again it seemed to be black ·vs. Jew: Blacks 

felt that Jews did no~ want to share power with them and believed that Jews 

would only settle for a situation in which they could be dominant and 

paternalistic. Racist feelings flared on both sides, and Jews and blacks 

were polarized. 

In the ·1970's, fuel was added to an already blazing fire when some • 

black groups emerged with pro-Arab and anti-Israel platforms. Arnold 

Forster and Benjamin Epstein, authors of "The New Anti-Semitism," contend · 

that strong anti-Israel feeling often masks an un.derlying anti-Jewish 

·attitude. Although I believe that an anti-Israel position cannot be 

considered anti-Semitic in itself, it was often associated with a few leaders 

who had made anti-Jewish remarks on other occasions. In recent years, 

some Afro-Americans have viewed the Arabs as black nations and Israel as 

a white "imperialist" country stealing land from the Arabs and·ecting as 

a · neocolonialist power in black Africa, although Israel has given economic 

--:---.·.·1 .. · • .... ,..,. .. . . ;- ·--;·- ·-: ·.: ... · ... "-.. .. . --. ~-- .. - ·- ~---- · r-- ......... - ·-·· -----.-· -.. · : · - ·· -- :-~ ·--..· ·.- · - ~· - ;-
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aid and educational opportunities to African nations. Some feel that· 

white supremacist attitudes may become dominant in Israeli politics. 

On this fear alone many are pro-Arab. However, it is at least questionable 

that blacks have more in common with the Arabs . than with the Jews. 

Bayard Rustin, the 1963 March on ~ashington organizer, although recognizing 

the plight of displaced Arabs, feels that Israel's survival is important 

to blacks. He proclaims, "In the· Middle E·ast, Israel is ' a democratic 
,~. -..;: . . ; 

society in a sea of feudal sheikdoms and military dictatorships. Moreover, 

blacks must know that democracy, wherever it is, must be supported; because 

all minorities ••• need democracy in order to attain economic, political 

and social justice." There are many pro's and con's in the Arab-Israeli 

conflict too complicated to be discussed here. However, it is ~urprising 

that some blacks can support "nationhood" for blacks and at the same time be 

unsympathetic to Jewish people's wish for a homeland -- particularly since 

they were driven out of many countries by Nazi hate-mongers. 

Jews h3ve good reason to fear and repudiate anti-Semitism coming 

from any source -- including blacks . They endured oppression for centuries . 

and just thirty years ago they were victims of the worst genocidal holocaust 

in history, in which six million Jews died in Nazi concentr~tion camps and 

gas chambers. Blacks as an oppressed group are gener~lly sensitive to Jewish 

fears of anti-Semitism. Likewise, many Jews have demonstra.ted their under-

standing of black fears of racial bigotry and discrimination. Because of the 

similarity of their experiences, it is distressing that blacks and ~ews should 

come to clash, especially over charges and counter-charges of .bigotry. 

These are difficult · times in black-Jewish relations. As History moves 

on, some feel that group self-interest may dictate that blacks and Jews go 

their separate ways. Diehards say that the period of Jewish black racial 
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harmony is over. However, the vast majority of both communities do not share 

this pessimism about the future. Although there are bigots among both 

Jews and blacks, there are probably fewer than among other ethnic groups. 

Surveys of blacks· indicate that they are much less anti-Semitic than 

whites, and that when Jews are ·present they are likely to befriend them. 

Blacks have been shown to distrust whites with anti-Semitic attitudes 

becaus·e they feel that such whites are also likely to be anti-black. 

Much of the Jewish experience has become part.of the black experience 

and vice versa through friendships and socio-political alliances. Many of 

today.'_s black leaders had early educational and .employment ties with Jews. 

Both conservative and radical blacks often look to Jews. as models for bL•ck 

community development . Many preach th~t blacks could develop the drive 

and ethnic solidarity that is a strong part of Jewish tradition. Blacks 

also admire the intellectual traditions in Jewish culture and Jews' capacity for 

upward mobility. Jews should realize that on the whole blacks view them with respect. 

Moral issues aside, blacks who promote anti-Semitism are politically 

naive and may be falling into a trap laid by their enemies. Knowing how 

well infiltrated the black movement has been by the F.B.I. and other govern-

ment. spies, one wonders if agents have been at work to divide blacks and 

Jews in order to weaken the thrust of the human rights· movement. In a 

counter-intelligence memo to F .B. I. offices on March 4, 1968, J. Edgar 

Hoover, the late F.B.I. chief, stated that one of their goals was to "prevent 

militant black nationalist groups and leaders from gaining _respectability. 

They must be discredited to the white community, both to the responsible 
.,, 

community and to 'liberals' who have vestiges of sympathy for militant 

black nationalists simply because they are Negroes." Kivie Kaplan, who is 

. -· ·-..,....·····_'..:'·:_:_· ..!.':_:__:___:...:::.....:.:._:_.:.__.;.;· -;.;,·;.;;· -;;,·.;;·';..· ·-----·..;· . __ . ________ ............. -----
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National President of the NAACP and is Jewish, warns, "White bigots are doing 

all within their power to keep Jews and blacks at each other's throats." 

Jews and blacks represent one of the best forces for keeping America 
._,:;. . 

on the path to humanitarianism and equal opportunity for all citizens. 

A serious split. between them will ~ork to the advantage of conservative 

··.-
forces in America, and ultimate~y · to the harm of blacks and Jews alike. 

Lenora Berson, author of "The Negroes and the ..:iews," warns, "As allies 

they are at the core of the liberal movement in the United States. As 

antagonists they may ·well hasten the nation down the bloody road of racism 

and reaction." 

Jewish groups must continue to take a strong stand against racism and 

work constructively with affirnntive acti-:>n programs.. They should avoid 

strategie s such as the DeFunis case that are harmful to black progress. 

Jewish groups must speak out against exploiters of blacks who happen to 

be Jews; they deserve no special protection because they are Jewish. · And 

they should not automatically associate black militancy with anti-Semitism. 

There i s no place in the black movement for such bigotry. Black conscious-

ness ideology has done a great deal to bring blacks closer to· liberati-:·n and 

remains vitally important for black community development. However it does 

not necessitate being anti-white or anti-Jewish any more than Jewish conscious-

ness-raising implies being anti-black or anti-Gentile. Despite the DeFunis 

affair, Bertram Gold, "the Executive Vice President of the American Jewish 

· Committee, believes that "Jews and blacks have many more issues in common 

than those that might separate them. The climate has never been more recep-

· tive in recent years than it is now for us to work together on common .. 
agendas." Eleanor Holmes Norton agrees with Mr. Gold. She reports that 

"a survey t aken indicates that a great bulk of whites with ·liberal attitudes 

;. -· -- ···---
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in the New York area are Jewish. I think that Jews share some of the 

conservatism of other groups in this period but the climate on day-to-day 

issues is improving as .I see it." 

The ·histo~ic alli.ances between Jews and blacks have been iinportant. 

to our mutual advancement here in America. When principles held by one 

minority conflict with those of another on a particular question, this 

must p.ot comproroi~·.? all else, because mos.t issues in our lives are simply 

not that one-sided. Black community leaders should not relinquish this alliance 

over either the Israeli dispute or quota arguments. We cannot let these 

issues destroy the potential for even .greater coalitions needed now more 

than ever, as ~oth Jews and blacks strive for an equal share of the 

power and opportunity this nation offers. 

.. 
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June L, 1974 

To: Professor Paris 

I did r.-.anJ.t;e to p1.lt scr.e thoU:~hts ncwn on 
paper -- thou.:;h it is or.ly in rouc;h dr3.ft forma But 
I am sending it alonG to you so th:i.t you will rJ1ve 
the basic thrust of •;hat I hO?e to .. cover. Some of 
the areas, as I'm sure y-0111 11 recognize, ·are h:i.r.dly 
trcat.ed in sub~tD.ncc -- like revenuc-sn;:..ring and hc«lth 
legislation--· but time permitti.1g I'll do a little I 
more on thcmo· t 

I I continue to .feel that we ma.,y have to do a 
lot of improvisinf, , because the earlier sessions m2,y 
WDll have pre-empted sorre of this material. But we'll 
have a .chance to chat a bit prior to the session, and 
that should be helpful. 

CC: Rudin 

H.B. · rl/7 
itl-1 

Washinq ton Represe~tative. American Jewish Cor:vnitt~e 
6 !~ lAth St .• N~ Washington, 0.C. 20006 

Tel: AC 202 -- 2q8-6787 . 
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ISSUES TODAY 

' 

A JEWISH PERSPECTIV£ 

Hyman Bookbinder 
June 3, 1974 

The Jewish Agenda -- Steady but ·c:· angi ng 

The Jewish agenda on domestic affairs . has, generally, and in civil rights 
.. 

areas in particula~, in its basic philosophy and goals, not changed significantly 
. . 
· {n the period since the major civil rights coalitional efforts of the Fifties and 

the Sixties. But the 11 mix 1 ~ of that agenda and the amount of attention given to. 

its_ implementation,· actual or . perceived, has been affected by a number of deve1op

ments in the last decade or so: 

l. Jewish communa l agencies have found it necessary and appropriate to give 
·. 

more time and resources to two major "Jewish" concerns that becam~ 

·, . critical in this rec~ot period: . 
r 

The Six Day War in 1967 and the ·continuing threat to Israel's : 
existence ev~r since, i~~luding the energy crisis with its 

potential for Jewish scapegoating a~d anti-semi.tism. 

-- .The plight of Soviet Jews and the critica·1 assistance 
(diplomatic, political, and economic) required of American JewrJ. 

2. The fears about Jewish surviva l in places like Israel and the Soviet 

· UHion have ftdded to traditJon~l, continuing concerns here about Jewish 

continuity genera lly . Black and ethnic .assertiveness, furthermore, has 

encouraged Jewish assertiveness and less inhibited expressions of Jewish 

~oncerns 9 interests, and rights. Ne~ thr~ats of anti-semitism~ at least 

signs of insensitivity to s_uch. threats, have been perceived and condemned. 

j. ~ews and Jewish organizations have not been free of the doubts and the 

ambivilenc~s that have developed _ in the last decade abt\Ut effectiv~ness 

of some of the tradi·tional social polici~s and programs advocated by the 

civii rights~labor-liberal-religious coalitions in the past. 

4. Some of the social po~icies and programs have created new problems 
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b1 · ~ing, affirmative action, low-income housing sites, community control 

of sch.oc>'ls, etc. -- that have pitted, or seemed to pit, Jewish groups as 

such again~t Black or other minority groups • 

. All of the·foregoi~g has led to the charge by some (Jews a~d non-dews) that 

there has been a:significant retreat on the part of the Jewish ·corrrnunity from its · 

corrrnitment to social action on behalf of the poor and the black and the disadvantaged 

generallys thct there has been.a turning inward, by Jews, at the expense of its 

traditional !'universalist" concerns. 

This observer believes there has not been such a Jewish retreat -- but it 

isn't really useful or necessary to argue that point._ I prefer to reaffirm today 

that there must not~ such a retreat -- and then discuss bri·efly some of the major 

issues on which the Black .and Jewish communities can work together -- work together 

". not .on!y where the issues are c'lear ·arid the soiutions/prograrns fai riy obvious and 

worthy o·f support, but on issues crying out for searching review and the development 

of better answers. 

On most of the troublesome issues facing us today there is not a Jewish as 

. opposed to a Black view. Each of our corrmunities, in fact, shows ambivilence and 

.di.vision on .. some of th_e _central, underlying issues of concern to the inter-group 

relations community .at large: affirmative action {quotass etc.); school integration 

(busing·5 city-suburb consolidation, . community control, etc.}; income security 

·(welfare ref.anm, etc.). On a more philosophical level -~but with current policy ·· 

and programmatic implications -- Jewish ~nd Black and other wtiters and thinkers are 

exploring the nature of "equality", the differences between integration and desegrega-... 
ti~o. the threats to "meritocracy", the thre1st of a new pluralism, and a growing· 

range of related issues. ·-. 

These differences and searchings, notwithstanding, I believe there still i~ 

today a substantial and siqnificant set of premises and convictions about what ails 

, 

~ 
l ,. 
' 
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and might ;ure our society's ills which is accepted by most of the Jewish 

community -- and, I believe, the Black coir.rnunity. Even while we accept an·d 

respect differences on some .issues; even while we search for answers to new problems, 

and even as our respective ·comnuni ti es porsue our own '.'parochial 11 needs, we can 

and must work together around the issues discussed below. 

~· . 

The issues that concern us affect our personal behavior, our institutional 

condu~t, and our inter-group relationships . But the major issues invoJve public 

policies and public actions - - and this presentation will focus mainly on this 

public responsibility. 

Words like •i f iberal" and "conservative" have lost much of their meaning, but 

it is probably -~.te to .. stipu1ate, at the outset, that the overwhel ming sentiment· 

in both the Black and the Jewish corrmunities is for an 2ctivist role on the part · 

of_govern~ent, especially the Federal branch, in the attainment of social progress. 

We believe the gover.nment must pursue vigilantly the "promotion of the general 

· .. ' r.:. -~ 
-' 

welfare'' .. This explains the almost universal concerns felt in both the Jewish and 

Black communities early in 1973 when the Nixon Administration launched a major attack • 

on Federal social programs, using rhetoric ltke "getting the government off your back 

and out of your pocket. 11 

The Central Issue: An Integrated Society 

Last year," on the occasion of the 10th Anni versarJ' of the March on Washington, 

--~ __ the American Jewish Committee we l corned . the occasion: 

" • • • to identify itself once again with the goal of a truly integrated 
society where men, women and chiidren of all races, religions and 

. national origins are free both to retain and enjoy thek own ·cultura 1 · 
backgrounds and to live and work in harmony and mutual respect with 
all other. Americans. 11 

. . 

In that historic 10 y~ar period, the goal of a truly integrated society 

remained unchanged for most of us and hopefully will not change in the next ten 

i 
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years. B··t what we were only beginning to understand in 1963 we now see clearly: 

legal civil rights victories must be accompanied by social and economic b~eakthroughs. 

The cliche about not having the 75~ with wraich to buy that hamburger at that 

MacDonald's in Mississippi or in New York is a profeund truth -- and today's real -
challenge. 

~-

The 11civil rights" agenda, consequently, now encompasses the whole gam~t 

of social and economic legislation -- on top of the unfinished agenda of basic 

civil rights i~sues not yet fully resolved. The program and the activities of 
. 

the-Leadership Conference on Civil Rights makes this point very clear . 

It is one of th~ cruelest ironies in our history that twenty years after 

. · ---- ~ .Brq~m, hundreds of communities and thou·&ands of schools are more segregated thci.n ever. 

It won't take more civil rights laws-4-or pronouncements to change«. that; it will take 

social and economic measures that will give people options they ar~ in a 

realistic .position to exercise. 

How Much Black Progress? 

One of the less useful debates in recent years is the one raging over the 

Scammon-Wattenberg thesis that blacks hav~ started to enter the socio-economic 

m~instream in significant numbers. Whatever the merits of the particular a~iuments 

and stattstics offered, both sides in the debate are saying: first, that the blacks . ..._ 

.are still shockingly and unacceptably behind whites; and ·second, public policies 
- ... C'\ ~ t; t..Ou /'JG: \.l ' -

h~d .. a l()t to do with what progress has · taken place and will ·continue to have a lot 
. . . /\ 

to do with future progress. 

. . .. 
Item: The ratio of black~ (median family) income to white went from .54 in 
1950 to .62 in 1972 -- but between 1963 and 1969, the most active yearJ of 
Federal comnitment, the ratio went .from .53 to .63. 

Item: Between 1964 (start of war on poverty) and 1972, more than 10,000,000 
Americans rose above the 11 poverty 11 line -- an impressive rate. The white 

, 
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p0,·erty· rate in thse years went doo,.m from 15% to 9% -- while the black went 
from 50% . to 32%. If you were biacka in ~ or in l2lZ-r. your chances of 
being poor were three times as great as those of a white American. 

. . ~ 

Whatever else thse and other statistics suggest, one thing is ~lear; . blacks ,,.. 

(and browns too) constitute an unacceptably high proportion of our disadvantaged 

Americans. One-third of all blacks are still below the government's definition 

of · pov~rty (about $4300 for a family of 4). 
•ilv. cf-,~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~· 

~!· ~dAw11o ~ ~ 

But blacks are not the only poor in America. For every poor black, there 

are two poor whites. (About 8,000,000 and 16,000,000 respectively.) 

T.b.£_,!_urt~r improvement in black economic progress will continue to be linked 

to progr~ss for all low- income Americans. Policies must r~flect this basic truth. 

Mor(:!over, the SD,000,000 "near-poor 11 Americans (including many Blacks and ethn1cs) 

expect and deserve progress too and will not support pr9grams they perceive as 

iijnoring them, perhaps even hurting them. 

If Economic Growth Stops . .. 

Even though the .9Af>_ between white and b 1 ack, and between ri Qh and poor, did 
. . 
~ot narrow significantly over the last 10 or 20 years, absolute progress for the. less 

prifvileg_ed groups has taken place, not sufficiently bu~ quite impressively by world 

or past standards .. 

These gains were pds~ible because they were hot perceived as coming at· the · 

·· expense of the rest of society. Our economic growth was s over the years, adequate 

enough to allow not only for gains of the poorest (and that means a large propprtion .. 
·of blacks and other · m{~orities) b~t for uninterrupted increases in th~ standard 6f 

livfng for the middle and upper income groups. 

But ·now we are faced with the dire possibility of economic stagnation. If .· 

·such should be the case, further improvements for the poor and the near poor will 

I 
I 
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have to be at the expense of the others. Simply stated, we may require the first 

real redistribution or income in recent history. The social and political · consequences 

of such a development are self-evident. 

A slowdown or a halt fo economic growth could result from energy or other 

shortages, from_ mis-management of the economy, or from conscious choice (for 

environmental or 11 qual ity of life" reasons). Whatev~r the cause-~ or combination of 

causes·, the result is the same: · further gains for the poor will com~ at the 

~xpense of others. 

Policy impli~a.tions of the above are clear: measures .mus t be developed 

and supported to foster 'economic growth. Underutilization of the labor force 

(unemployment or underemployment) and idle industrial capacity are intolerable 

· especially when the country is desperately short of housing and community facilities 

antl-~ransportation. 

To the extent that economic stagnation results from shortages_ in fuel or 

basic resources, policies must be developed and supported to overcom~ such shortages. 

Rec~nt experie~ce ha~ _ shown that profiteering from shortages benefit some, ~hile 

inflation and dfsemployment hurt many more. 

Sharing the Burden ·Fairly .. ~ 

Infl•tion ind shortages hurt most American··farililies bu~ they hurt the 

lower~income families most, and that means a disproportionate number of minority 

fimil ies. 
.. .., 

At the he1ght.6f'the energy crisis early this year, the American Jewish 
. . 

.. Coll1llittee initiated a coaltioral declirati.on by a wide range of community organizations~ · 
.. • d 

including almost every major Jewish and Black agency, that, in summary, the Amet-ic•n 

f 
[-
~ r ,. 
t· 
t 
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people can ~c counted upon to do what must be done to meet the ~ncrgy crisis .• . · 

but they will jnsj~t upon sound public policies that assure fairness and equity." 
-rf.._ A:f.l'v-t~ fo~A, o.. ~ '-6 ~ ~(_ ~ A-v-.J~~ f,, ~ a....u.J.. 
I ....... ~~~~~. . 
v-v--·. In the period ahead, this will undoubtedly continue to be a major bridge · · 

issue for the B1ack and ·Jewish corrmunities. 

Resuming a War. on Poverty ..• 

The poor of our. nation, b 1 ack and ·white, want out of their i nherttd poverty. 

Between the civil rights movement of the S0 1 s and the 60's.and the war on poverty 

of the 60 1 s and 70 's, we raised t~e expectations of America 's poor and we dare not 

let them down. 

I 

As indicated aboves a healthy economy will pn:D1tle the buh10rk for further 

progress in a war on poverty -- unless we can win popular ac~~ajor 

shift in income. But even a very powerful economy \·Jill not autfiert·mally- eliminate 

poverty or guarantee economic justice for our disadvantaged groups. So public 

policies must be advocated aimed at meeting critical social needs: 

1. An income security system that provides a decent· staddard of living 
for persons and families unable to provide for themselves. {AFDC, 
social security, food stamps, housing subsidies , medicare, etc.) 

2. Public employment programs adequate to provide jobs· for a11 employable 
men and women whom the private sector fails to utilize, and an expanded 
unemployment insurance program that protects all employables, whether 
previously employed or not. (Jewish agencies are proposing programs 
for 500,000 to 1,000,000 public service jobs.) ' 

Unemployment is a major problem and threat for the country as a whole 
but one problem cries out for maximum attention, the persistent con
centration of unemployment among black youth. Rat~s of 30 to 50% in 
major urban areas over a prolonged period means another generation of 
disadvantaged, disillusioned, disabled b1ack men and women for whom the 
traditional range of "social programs 11 in their later y!!ars will just 
be too late. · · 

3. Adequate programs of education, training, housing, health, community 
action, etc. that will both provide basic amenities for underprivileged 
and prepare them for entering social and economic mainstream. 

(Note q.1rrent legislative efforts to retain corrrnunity action, legal 
I 
; 
I 

! 
j 
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serv1ces and related programs.) 
' . 

Social Programs;., 

The "social programs 11 debate of the last two years has at" least three dimensions: 

l. The "national priorities 11 issue. How much of the nation's gross · national 

product should 90 into public prog~ams designed to me~t the people's needs in education, 

h~usings health, urban development, income security, ·etc? How much can we shift 

from defense expenditures? Are we prepared to seek higher tax revenues? How do we 

make our tax laws more progressiv~? 

2. The 11 Hew Federalisrn11 issue. Is the Federal government too deeply involved? 

Is ,revenue-sharing the proper vehicle for sharing responsibility with the states 

and localities? How· will our civil rights concerns fare under revenue-sharing? 

. 3. ·The "effectiveness" issue. · Have there been basic errors in programs 

like model cities, cow.munity action, etc? Have we insisted upon adequate . ~valuations 

and necessary changes? 

Generally speaking, the civil rights coalition forces have rej~cted the Nixon 

attack on social programs and have been critical of his Federalism proposals. The 

general "philosophy" of the Nixon administ.ration has, however, been seriously 

contradicted by its 1969·-70 advocacy of the FAP and by its current advocacy of a 

Health Insurance Plan. While in each case, the·plans have been considered inadequate, 
) . 

each of them represented a substantial a'ddition to Federal responsibility for social 
....... - ... . 

programming. 

In 1973 and 1974, major efforts have gone into preserving and adequately 

funding those social programs already on the .statute books. This includes resistance 

to Presidential impoundments of appropriated funds and the over-riding of Presidential 

vetoes. 
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Health legislation and income security legislation will continue to b.e key 
. . 

new issues in th_e period ahead. B 1 ack and Jewish effortts in behalf of sound compromises 

may be very critical. With all its limita~ions, FAP could have meant important 

breaktt~oughs in establishi~g a greater Federal responsibility for income security, 

and in providing· immediate and substantial improvements- for the poorest of the poor. 

Unfortunately, no satisfactory strategy for getting ~he best possible legislation 

through was agr.eed to by the "pro-welfare" groups before the Nixon administration 

abandoned and then sabatoged its own welfare reform objectives . 
. : 

Civil Rights Issues 

New and trouhlesome issues have developed in the civil rights field. They 

have led to some .disarray in the coalition, and will not be ·easily resolv~d. 

Charges of racism ~ryd anti -semitis fu have been carelessly and irres ponsibly levelled. 

There ~racists who oppose busing. There are racists who oppose low-cost 

housing projects. There are racists who oppose affirmative action. There are racists 

who talk about 11 crime in the streets" when they really mean something else. But 

there are those -- white and black, Gentile and Jew -- \~ho genuinely.believe that 

massive busing may be wrong ~- or that &catter-site housing can be disruptive --

or that rigid quotas can destroy genuine affirmative action or that there is a 

real crime ' problem that victimizes the poor and the minorities primarily. 

Similarly, there· are anti-semites in America, . incl_uding a new and virulent 

form in "the so-called 11 third-world 11 movement,_ for which some blacks are spokesmen. 

But there are those, untainted by any shred of anti~semitism, who genuinely .believe 

that Jewish resistance to quotas or to some particular housing development is a 

cop-o~t on basic civil rights co~mitment. 

That the basic civil rights coalition can be mobilized effectively was seen · 

last month when the Senate was persuaded to defeat an extreme anti-busing amendment 

t 
t 
•. 
\. 
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to the edu':ation bill. The coalition· continues to be effective and united on such 

matters as adequate funding for all civil rights agencies, rigid enforcement of voting 

rights and fair-housing and equal employment and school integ ration laws. These 

must and will continue. 

Affirma tive Action , Preferential Treatment and Quotas 

It ·is this issue perhaps more than any other that ha~ put straini on Black

Jewish relationships . There are some welcome si gns that the issue is' now being 

discussed with less bittern.ess and with some developing hope that some accommodations 

may be possible . 

The issue of quotas in our society is much broader than ''affirmative action" 

or "goal s and timetabl es" in employment or in college admissions . Jewish concerns 

.cannot be fully appreci ated unles~ _the broader context i s understood . It goes to 

the very nature of a free ·society where group i nterc:sts are not crudely dis tarted 

into group rights and group proportionalism i n pol itics, in communication, in education, 

etc. 

While there is no sing le voi ce. for al l Jews, it can be stated quite confidently 

that the Jewish community i s al mos t unani mous ly supportive of affirmative action 

in 'its historic context and in al most al l man i festations of it. today. Unfortunately, 

there are some o'n- both sides of the controversy who have refused or failed. to 

distinguish between affirmative action · and quotas. The latter is, in our judgment, 

a distortion of affirmative action .and one that threatens affirmative action itself. 

The history is clear. A combination of executive orders and Federal legislation .. 
. .. 

outlawed employment (and education) discrimination . This outlawing did open ~p 

many doors of opportunity - - and many individuals from groups massively by-passed 

in the past did start walking through. But the record was far from satisfactory. 

Performance in ma~y, perhaps most, places was less satisfactory than the situations 
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were expected to yield in the absence of discrimination. Two remedies, separate 

but related, seemed necessary and both came to be part of the "affirmative action" 

approach: 

1. Take effective steps to enlarge the pool of c1igib1es from minority 
groups -- better training, better recruiting, better upgrading practices, 
review of qualifications for relevency and bias, etc. 

2. Seek maximum results by monitoring and setting goals for realistic, 
discrimination-free .recruiting and hiring. 

It cannot be stated too often or too emphatically that the Jewish corrmunity 

not only did not resist these "affirmative actfon" programs; it enthusiastically 

supported them and still-does -- as it also supports vigilant enforcement of anti-· 

discrimination laws and orders as such. 

In ~ractice, however, affirmative action has been a difficult concept to 

implement. Goals have, i~ too many cases to be ignored, become de facto quotas. 

The courts, in cases of demonstrated history of .persistent discrimination, have 

decreed .preferential hiring and quotas. While the term is variously and at times 

carelessly def.ined, a consensus has developed among Federal agencies and private 

experts: the term quota means the setting aside of a given number or percentage 

of slots for one or more particular groups, to the exclusion of others. This is / 
! 

'..¢ontrary both to law and to sound social policy, in the judgment of most Jewish 

groups. It is not the same as goals and timetables. 

The De Funis case_, unfortunately and unhappily, was a very poor case to be 

the first one reaching the Supreme Court. The facts and the special circumstances 

of the c.ase permitted at least some of the University's supporters, to contend that .. 
this was not really a quota case, but rather one in which the University exercised 

.. 
legitimate discretionary power to select its student body on the basis of its 

subjective criteria. But others argued that the procedures clearly gave absolute : 

preference to members of specified racial groups . 
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T~e court's decision not to act in the case was both welcomed and bemoaned 

on both sides~ ~ For our purposes at this conference today, it is appropriate to stress 

the positi ve .in the non-decision. A sign .of the lessened tensions in this area 

is the agreement reached by, three Jewish, two Black and a Puerto Rican agency in their 

joint submission to HEW Secretary Weinberger on May 17, in which they called upon 

him to clarify the issues raised in the De Funis case by developing "non-discriminatory 

guide.lines clarifying how educational institutions can best devel op appropriate 
. . 

tools for special efforts to recruit persons from previously excluded groups. 11 

This welcome development offers the hope that some accommodati on may be 

possible in this difficult area. Hopefully, the courts will not be urged to hand 

donw any definitive decision in the immediate period ahead -- one that could on the 

one hand, legitimatize any and al l kinds of quota systems, or; on the other, one 

that .might be so sweeping as to threaten legitimate affirmative action programs. 

It is this observer 's judgment that there are times when social policy 

should be somewhat ambigious, flexible, moderate. It is ~s true of affirmative 

action as it fs of busing or scatter-site housing. • 

Whatever the merits of the argument on affirmative action generally or on 

De Funis specifically, there are two general observations that·go to the totality 
•' . . 
9f this session's discussion of Today 1 s Issues for J~ws and Blacks: 

1. The quota issue is not a Black vs. Jew issue though Blacks and Jews 

have been dominant in the debate. Jews are among those who may suffer "reverse 
... 

discrimination", but it is not being charged that they are being discriminated 
·r·• 

against because they arc Jew~, or .that they will suffer disproportionately, except 

in special situations. It is, .rather, Jewish dedication to an open society and 

individual rights that has made them so visible . in this confrontation. Those who 

carelessly .or maliciously insist that affinnative action is a 11 Black v. Jew" issue 
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are doing all of us a great disservice. 

.. . , 
2. 

~~·--\ Jt! v . 
The.re . would. be no quota issue if we -df<l better in our basic social 

" objectives. We have been remiss in not providing enough job and educational oppor-

tunities for all Ame~icans, ~ausing roµgh competition for the limited opportunities. 

We have not done .enough to give our minority population the quality education, 

training, and other bases for successful entry into the job or school market. 

We ha~e not developed effective enough recruiting and selection processes that would 

give every individual his full access to the openings. And we have not been 

vigilant enough to drive out remaining vestiges of consc{ous discrimination . 

It won't be enough) .the Jewish community recognizes, to ban quotas. Such a ban 
. . 

must be accompanied by -more vigorous and imagjnative social policies.and more effective 

programs of appropriate affirmative action • 

....... . · 

Sur:mrary: .-

The American Jewish community, while giving high priority to pressing "Jewish" 

issues. (Soviet J~wry, Israeli security, anti - semitism) is d·eeply committed to 

resolvi'ng the underlying causes for social disarray and inter-group conflict. 

While the job of eliminating conscious .discrimination, whether public or private, 

remains unfinished, the even more difficult job of creating social and economic 

opportunities for greater equality and social justice must be pursued . 

. ·The gap between those so long denied their basic rights and the mainstream 

of America has been closing much too slowly. Even while we seek to close that gap 

more quietly, we cannot ignore _the problems of those not quite poor and not quite .... 
in the mainstream. 

Our focus today on concerns of Blacks and Jews must not make us forget that 

.there are other groups in America who are also seeking to work their group interests 

• 

-· 

.-
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In Jewish life, we are frequentiy weighing our "particularist 11 as against our 

"universalist" concerns. And we almost always end up reminding our.selves that 

--- ----there are two parts of Hil_lel's most famous admonition: - .. · 

It has now hecome commonplace to deny the accuracy or appropriateness of 

the "melting .pot" thesis. In so doing, .\·/e must hope that in its place we will not 

encouiage or accept ethnic, social or religious separatism, chauvinism, arrogance, 

or aggressiveness. History, unfortunately, provides altog~th~r too much evidence 

that. any group is capable ~f such behavior. 

The blendin_g of ·individua l freedom and group solidarity in that "new 

pluralism" about which we all make speeches these days, won't be easy "-- but that's J . 

what this conference is really all about. 

. . .. 
. ·. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COM MITT EE 
INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS, 155 E. 56 ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022, PLAZA 1-4000 
The Americ;;in Jewish Committee, foun<led in 190Q;, is the pioneer human-relalions ag~ncy 
in the United States. It protecls the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad. and 
advances the cause of improved human relations for people everyw~.ere. 

MORTON YARMON, Director ol Public Relations HAROLD STEINBERG, Director of Pul>ticlty 

TEY.T OF ADDRESS BY R.P.!T ~ DR. NARTJN LUI'HER KTIIG • .i.TR• AT FIFTY-E!!JHTH ANHUAL 
DINNER, Al'IBRICPN JE"-OSH COMt'lTTE"'., IN IMP'1ff1'LBAH .. ~Octl, PJ-.!SRICAMA HarEL, 
N&l YROK CITY, THURSDJIY tr!GHT, l'.AY 20, 1965: 

Vice President Humphrey, President of the AllErican Je1·d.sh Conmd.ttee, 

Morris Abram; Mayor Ivan Allen; distin~shed platform guests; ladies ar.d 

gentlemen: 

I pcsrticularly cherish the opuortunity to address so ciistinguished an 

or";anization as the American Jewish Co111t1ittee whose founding stcstement declared 

mcsny yecsrs <.>go whcst is a fundament<.>l truth, that 

nJews cannot ensure equality for t~mselves 
and unless it is asrured for all . 11 

until ) 

Because of your b<"sic allegierx:e to this principle, the American Jewish 

Co17'.mittee s t.i;tcd :ifi ·1963 that 

"• •• the crisis resulting from a century of deni?l, 
by the white majority of the ?!egro .h.erican 1 s b?sic hl:lll3n 
rights is not a ifo~ro l)roblem but is 2 ch?llenge 
cellin~ for a morel commitment by Ar.eric?ns of every 
race and religion , and of every section of the cruntry.11 

In this spirit, your or_ganization as errly as 1911, when few men de-red 

to speak out, launched a cawpaign in New York State to end the advertisement of 

d'i.scrimination in public accommodc>tions, in recreation2l resorts arrl amusement 

parks. This cerr:paign resulted in the passage in 1913 of a st<'-te lat-t which 

has served ?s a model for mc>ny other states and h~s thus 11Bde possible the 
I 

extension of diznity for ~!egroes, nuerto Ricans and other minorities. Dr. Kenneth 

Cl2r:< 1s rese.;.rch on the damaging psychol ogical effect of prejudice, which was a 

major part of the evidence put before the Supreme Court and led to the now 

famous decis::.on of 1954 outlawing racial segre~cstion in public schools, was 

orir.;inally done for the hnericah Je,rish Comrrittee . These deeds demonstrate for 

all 1\Jnericans that the struggle far equal rights is not the Negro's "1-\.~e but is, 

-more-

Morris B. Ab,a:n. l'lesider.t: Jacob Blaustein. Louis Caplan, Herbert B. Ehrmann. trving M. Engel. Joseph M. Proskauer, Honorary Presidents: 

Ralph Friedman. Cha11man, ~xccutive Boatd: Philip E. Hoffman. Chairm'an. Board ol Gove111ors; Nathan Appleman. Cnairman. Bo~:d ot T1usrecs: 

John Slawson. Execuriva Vice Ptcsident. 

W~shinztcn office: 1012 14th Street N. W .. Washington, 0 . C. 20005 • European headquarters: 30 Rue la Boetie, Paris 8, France • South 
American headquarters: San Martin 663, 2 P., Contrafr, Buenos Aires, Argentina • Israel headquarters: Rehov Hashottim 2. Tel Aviv, Israel. 
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as you eeorly disclosed, part of the fulfillment of this country's hi&;hest and 

most cherished ideals. 

I therefore feel spiritually v.ery much eot hoir.e in this discuz s5.om with 

you tonight. 

In the past seve.i:;il-ye~rs1t- !Y<>s became cleeor that the technique of JT.ass 

nonviolent direct eoction h?.s not only become the ciccepted method of the civil 

rights movement but , beyond that , the vest majority of al l Americans now support 

and approve it . What began as 2 l irlited eX?ression of protest ten yee>rs e>go in 

Montgomery, .Alabama to inteJ'.';r<>te a bus line has gr~m into a nation<>l phenomenon. 

As history spiraled over a dec.-de, the movem~nt returned to Mont gomery and involv~C. 

in direct ~ction nuns and ~riests, rabbis, Protestant ministers eond laity of 

every r ace, social class and age. 

?-~any observers have been surprised C'nd even shocked by these 11'.etbods. The 

anemies of the civil ri~ s move!'lent have been quick and vocal to denounce 

them eos undemocratic pressure tC'ctics, and even un-American in philosophy. 

Yet the t ruth is tbcit no cne c<'n scorn nonviolent direct action er civil 

disobedience without cancelinP. out .&n:erican history. The first non-violent 

direct <1ction did not occur in .tfontgomery. Its roots ~o back to the American 

~evoluti~n and the boycott <"gainst British tea, culminating in the Boston Tea 

'Perty. It was the favorite weC'pon of tlie suffragette movement when women had 

to fi?,ht for their right to vote. It was the technique the trade unions e11ployed 

to organize the 11'.ass production industries . Macy here today can recall the 

events of the Thirties whe:n federal court injunctions crippled and stifled union 

organization. Even a Wagner flct could not facilitate a breakthrough. ~'/hen the 

now historic sitdown strL1<e burst forth in 1937, a new national attitude con-

gealed, ~nd throu~h the Congress of Industrial Org<'nization;a new mC'jor movement 

was born. Then, too, the nat;_on W<>S ~rarned thcit the profit system was the 

~r~et of t.h ~.s rew form of strug~le. fJecirly three decades later we e>re able to 

see th<>t the profit svstem 'ias not only uni!!:paired but became si¢ficantly 

stren~hened. 

If there is some confusion about the origins of nonviolent direct action 

there is even more about civil disobedi~nce. The two rrethocls are not synor.ymous. 

Civil disobedience in its true sense has not bMn ern')lO'red bv Mc;roes in their 

:>'C.ruggle . To utilize civil disobedience in its authentic historical form involve~ 

-more-
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defi<ince of fundamental national law. For evmole, llhen Antigone i.nsisted upon 

her right to follow her indivic!u?l conscience and relir:ious convictions to 

bury her brother, she wc>s defying the Kin,~ and the unql14"lified majesty of bis 

law. 1.fhen the Quakers refused to return runaway slaves, they were defying the 

Supreme Court end the Dred Scott decision. When Thoreau refused to pay taxes 

in protest against the l'.exicc>n-War, he was breaking e f'undament?"! legislative 

enactment and opp~sing the decl aration or v ar of the Congress. 

-tnore-

.. .. 
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The Negro today~ when he marches in the streets, is not prec

ticing civil disobedience because he is not challenging the Constitu

tion, the Supreme Court or the enactments of Congress. Instead, he 
I 

seeks to uphold them. He may be v~olating local mu.~icipal ordinances 

er state laws but it is these la11is 'which contradict basic natlomil law; 

Negroes by their dire--;t· -a.cti or.;t, are exposing the contradiction. The 

civil disobedience in the situatior, resting on unjust foundations, is 

that of the segregationists~ . Negroes have not wilfully and frivol

e:asly violated the law. Many goodhearted people beli eve they do 

exactly that, and forgive them on grounds that they O!idurc appalling 

griav&ncos . Yet these people forgive them fo~ mi~deeds they are not 

comm=.tting. The truly unsocial lawbreaker disregards lew because he, 

~:.a im individualj i s seeking a personal advantage. Negroes have ne-,re:• 

:forgotten, even under the crushing burdens of injustice, '.;bat they are 

connec·ted with the larger society; that the roa..;s they may obstruct 

::..nd the public buildin~s they picket are used in coTlllTlon by all citiz..."t".il .. 

For that reason before a prot;est can be approveci by responsible 

leadership they.:must answer the .following questions: 

1. Do we have a jus~ grievance, or is our purpose merely to 

create confusion for its own sake as a form or revenge? 

2. Have we first uaed every form of normal means to eliminate 

t~e problem by negotiation, petition and appropriate appeals to 

authority? 

3. Having found these chennels useless or ror~~b~y!closed to 

us when we embark upon any type of lawbreaking, are we prepared to 

ac~ept tha consequences society wil l inflict and to maintain, even 

und.ei' 't')linishmen·~, a s~nse of brotherhood? 

4. Do we have a clear prog ram to relieve injustice which doe s 

:ic·(; inflict. injustice upon others, and is that program reasonable and 

~rounded in the ethics and best 1traditions of our society? 

Jn establishing these prerequisite conditions befo::-e employb.g 

direct action the civil right~ movement meets its responsibility to 

society and fulfills its oblig ations to democratic principle. 

Even after the movement emoarks upon a program of nonviolent 

di rect action of civil disobedience ).ts purpose s are not narrowly 

conf ined tc attain benefits exclusively for the Negro . It is an axiom 

- mere -
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:;.f nonviolent action and democr acy that when any group strugg1.es 

properly end justly to achieve its own rights it enlarges the rights 

of all. This element is what makes both democracy and non- vio lent 

action self-renewing and creative. 

What advantages have all Americans derived from tB growth of 

non- violent direct acti on in civil rights? 

First , the struggle dissolves the deceptive facade and reveal3 

basic evils and contradictions in the society. Tens of milli ons of 

Americans a decade ago were ignorant of the actual conditions of 

life of the Negro, both in the North and the South. Until there 

was awareness there coul d be no consensus to make corrections. The 

long list of fede r al legislative enac tments and Su"Oreme Court decisi· · 

ons illustrate how extens ive we r e t h e wrongs tha·l; blighted our 

society., 

Second, p r ogr ams f o r r emedying evil s are not confined in theit 

P.ffects to Negroes. When Negroes took t.o the str ee t s t.o demand job 

Op?ortunities fo r themselves they helped t.o stilllUlate a broad war on 

toverty concept which ultimately wil l benefit '"lore whites tJan Negroes, 

When Negroes by direct action seek tonar t~_cipa te in the '3lectoral 

process they awaken the so:rm1olent white 11ho so took his rights for 

granted that he neglected to use t hem. 1·/hen Negroes boycotted 

schools they did more fuan r eveal classroom discrimination. They 

brought to the fore such cri ticisms as those of Dr. Conant, forreer 

president of Harvard University , who had long charged we were seeking 

to utilize 19th century educational methods in condUicns of 20th 

century urbani.zation. P\.tshing through the issue of desegregation 

there emerged a new and startling question of paramount importance 

to the w."lole population, What is quality education und how is it 

attained for all under cona;_ tions of pop'l4lat1on growth , automation 

and recistri b'l4tion of pouulation in sprawling ci~~es? 

Soc1.ologists will f~n~ much to poncler in the striking fact 

that after the failur~ of brotherhood banquets to achieve results, 

and after the futile efforts to achie•!e ecwneni~i ty by discussion 

and confaren~es:> in t!le st:-eets of Selrc.a nnd JV!ontgomery an~ at 

the Linco::.n f~emoria.l there wa3 the g.:-eatest and warmest expre s~ion 

o!' :religi;.\u~ 'l4ni ty of C~tholic, Protestant &nd Jew in the nation's 

histcry. 

~ ... :.-. . ~ 
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One of the roost profound of a 11 results of the Negr-o upsurr;e 

has been its effect upon the you~h of the na t1on. From the -;tudent

led sit-ins of 1960 an awakening ? fsocial thought and action has 

swept the ccmpuses of the nation. In additbn to overcoming the 
. . --- . ·-··-

stultifying effects of McCarthyism, the movemunt has in a fev years 

changed the total de~cription of America n youth. From the silent 

generation they hav e become the Morally and socially concerned 

generation. From the single issue of civil rights, interest has 

broadened to que~tions of peace and ~overty . From exclusively 

student involvement the issues now hmve become the concern of 

faculty and scholars of every descr~otion. It is noteworthy that 

the vibra nt movement to re- examine our foreign poiicy, which the 

Government now respects and welcomes , borrowed its title "'l.'each

Ins" from the civil rights movement. The student awakening and 

the student mass action r ests upon no specific poli ti ca 1 tendency 

but impresses the whole democratic poli i;ical spectI"'~. 

I ha v·e dis cussed the rocial effects of nonviolent rnss 

direct a ction at l ength because I believe it is too often limited 

in its e.l'.)plication merely to the civil rights ':'IO'lement. Pemaps 

if there has been a braader understanding of the uses of nonvi.ole:rt 

direct action in Germany when Hitler was rising ar..d consolidati.ug 

hts power, the brutal extermination of six million Jews and mil

lions of other war dead might have been averted and Germany might 

never have become totalitarian. If Protestants and Catholics had 

engaged in nonviolent direct action and had made the onpression 

of the Jews their very own oppression and had come into the streets 

beside the Jew to scrub the sidewalks, and had Gentiles worn the 

stigmatizing yel::i..ow a:'lll ba.>ds by the millions, a uniq::.s forn of 

wAss r a sistance to the Nazi3 might have developed. I am f\lly 

fl\\are of the terror, the inti:rd.d3..ti.on, the hru tall ty arl the force 

the Fascists were so quick to use but I am also aware that L~ the 

South today some racists of the SB.r.!e mentality have been curbed 

in their resistance to non violent actton w!len practiced on a mass 

scale. 

- more -
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The stirring lesson of this age is ths~ mass nonviolent 

direct action is not a p~culiar device for Negro agitation. Rather 

it is an historically validated method for defending freedom and 

Democracy and for enlarging these values to ~~~ ultimate benefit 

of the whole society. 

I have tried · to show thei:t in our struggle the civil rights 

forces, bb.ck and white, have ·contributed not only to revealing the 

contradictions of this society but, acting as a catalyst, have set 

in Motion forces to effect creative change. If this be so, it is 

also cle811' that the progress we have made has depended on the sup

port we have received from vocal and well-organized allies -- the 

r.J.P..jor religious groups, tre trade union movement and various ele-

ments of the liberal community. 

I 
It is my fervent hope that in the long am stormy road ahead 

t hi s coalition will be strengthened. For in this great force lies 

\

'.

1 

the consensus of American power capable not only of removing in

justice and fear but of establishing f'reedom and social peace. 

\ 

# # # # # 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
' INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS, 165 E. 56 ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022, PLAZA 1-4000 

' The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the ·pioneer human-relations agency 
in the United States. It protects.the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad. and 
advahces the cause of improved human relations for people everywhere. 

MORfON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

I 

HAROlD STEINBERG, Di rector of Publicity 

B -10 -tor' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York, March 10 • •• President Johnson's directive that the Justice 

Depa~tment seek legal means to stop Alabama officials from inter

fering with peaceful demonstrations in support of the right to vote 

was vigorously applauded today by the AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, 

pioneer human rights agency. 

In a telegram s~nt ~o the White House by Morris B. Abram, 

Committee President and nbted constitutional lawyer, the Committee 
! 

told President Johnson that it shared his "outrage at the shameful 

exhibition of brutality oh the part of State and local police 
. I 

" 
officers in preventing a march of Negro citizens in Selma, Alabama . " 

The Committee also urged the President to "do all in· your 

power to prevent the repetition of such events and to protect the 

Negro citizens of Selma who have no other protection." 

In anothe.r telegram, sent to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., the Committee hailed the Negro civil rights leader for his 

"remarkable leadership and i1:1spiration which made possible the out

pouring of support ~rem religious and civic groups across the land 

who demonstrated their solidarity with you in this great cause." 

The telegram to Dr. King, also sent by Mr. Abram, repeated 

the sentiments expressed in its wire to President Johnson -- sharing 

- · ~the ··outrag·e ::at-rec:-ent~ events itf s·01nia;-0Arabarria;--and-::.hai'ling- Hts·==- · 

directive to the Justice Department to seek legal curbs on Alabama 

officials. 

- more -

Morris B. Abram. President; Jacob Blaustein. Louis Caplan, Herbert B. Ehrmann, Irving M. Engel, Joseph M. Proskauer, Honorary Presidents: 

Ralph Friedman, Chairman, Executive Board; Philip E. Hottman. Chairman, Board of Governors: Nalhan Appleman. Chairman, Board ot Truscees; 

John Slawson. E~ecutive Vice President. 
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The AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, founded in 1906, is the pioneer 

human relatloi\s agency in the United States, protecting the civil 

and religious rights of Jews here and abroad; and advancing the 

cause ·or improved human relations for people everywhere. 

The texts of the two telegrams follow: 

TO: PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

WE SHARE YOUR OUTRAGE AT THE SHAMEFUL EXHIBITION OF BRUTALITY 

ON THE PART OF STATE AND LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS IN PREVENTING A 

MARCH OF NEGRO CITIZENS . IN SELMA, ALABAMA. ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD 

WILL IN A..~ICA AND AROUND THE \"IORLD RECOIL AT THE USE OF TEAR 

GAS, CLUBS AND l.JHIPS DIBECTED AT NEGROES DEMONSTRATING FOR THE 

RIGHT TO VOTE . WE URGE THAT YOU DO AU.. IN YOUR POWER TO PREVENT 

· THE REPETITION OF SUCH EVENTS AND TO PROTECT THE NEGRO CITIZENS 

OF SEIMA WHO HAVE NO OTHER PROTECTION. WE ALSO APPLAUD YOUR 

DIRECTIVE TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO INTERVENE IN THE FR OCEEDING 

NOW PENDING IN THE FEDERAL COURT TO ENJOIN ALABAMA OFFI.ClALS FROM 

INTERFERING WITH THE RIGHT OF ALABAMA CITIZENS TO DEMONSTRATE 

PEACEABLY IN SUPPORT OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE . 

MORRIS B. ABRAM, PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN .JEWISH COMMITTEE 

TO: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR . 

WE SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR REMARKABIB LEADERSHIP AND INSPIRATION 

WHICH MADE POSSIBLE THE OUTPOURING OF SUPPORT FROM RELIGIOUS AND 

CIVIC GROUPS ACROSS THE LAND WHO DEMONSTRATED THEIR SOLIDARITY 

WITH YOU IN THIS GREAT CAUSE, WE EXPRESS OUR OUTRAGE AT THE 

SHAMEFUL EXHIBITION OF BRUTALITY ON THE PART OF STATE AND LOCAL 

POLICE OFFICERS IN PREVENTING THE MARCH OF NEGRO CITIZENS IN 

S~J.MA, ALABAMA. WE SHARE PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S EXPRESSIONS CONCERN

ING THE ACTION OF THE ~OCAL AND STATE POLICE . OFFICERS AND HAVE 

URGED HIM TO DO ALL IN HIS POWER TO PROTECT THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF 

NEGRO CITIZENS AND TO AID IN ATTAINING THE RIGHT TO VOTE. 

No. 34 
A-.1.5 3o 
AJ- 16 2n, lg 
3/10/6.5 

MORRIS B. ABRAM, PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
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American J ewish Conference on Soviet Jevry 
55 West 42nd Street 

(... 
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tfew York, N. Y. 10036 

Henry ~.,. Levy 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 
Tel. Pl-2-oSoo 

For Release: After Fo"!~.M. , Sunday, .December 11th 

--..,. - . 
Text of Address Delivered' by 

DR. MARTIN WTHLR KDIG 
apeaking from Atlanta, on a nation-wide'telepbone hook-up sponsored by 
the Jl.merican J <?wisb Conference on Soviet Jewry, Dec. ll, 1966 at 4 p . m. 

HOT!: TO EDITORS: You have already r eceived our 
rl!!lease on the New York l!leeting at Cooper Union 
Hall from which Dr . King was introduced by 
Rabbi Israel Miller, national cbain:!an of the 
American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry. 
This stenograt>hic transcrtpt of Dr. King' s 
address, heard in 32 communities, was taken 
from the direct line tel ephone hook-up. 

Text of Address 

''Some years ago, John Donne wrote in graphic t erms, "Ho man is an 

island entire of itself. '!'.:very man is a piece of the continent, a part of the 

mein. If a part be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less , as well as is the 

~romontory worl~, as vell as is the manner of thy friends or thine own self vorld. 

Any man ' s death diminishes me because I am involved in mankind . 'l'berefore, never 

send to know fo r wboc the bell tolls . It tolls for thee." 

"These challenging words affirming the interdependence and inter

~elatedness of lllankind are particularly r elevant when we think of the plight 

of three million Jews in the Soviet Union . No person of good will can stand by 

as a silent auditor while there is a possibility of the complete spiritual and 

cultural destruction or a once flourishing Jewish coI!ll?lunity. The denial of human 

rights anywhere is a threat to the affirmation of human rights everywhere. Jewish 

col!lI!lunal life is deprived by the Soviet government of elementary needs to sustain 

even a oodest level of existence and growth. In a form of s-:>ciety in which 

publishing, the operation of institutions, and the acquisition of facilities are 

under gover?ll!lent central, individual initiative cannot substitute for state 

o~issi~ns and the r esult is a withered and restricted Jewish collllilunity. 

"While Je-.ts in Russia may not be physically murdered as they were in 

Nazi Germany, they are facing every day a kind of spiritual and cultural genocide. 

Indiv1d~al Jews may in the main be physically and economically secure in Russia, 

but the absence of opportunity t-:> associate as Jews in the enJoytient of Jewish 

culture and religious experience becomes a severe limitation upi:>n the individual. 

These deprivations ore part of a person's emotional and intellectual life. They 

- more -
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{ detE;rmin vbether be is fulfilled as a human being. l'legr.ies can vell understand 

I 

\ 
' 

) ena./sympa hize with this problem. When you are written out of' history as a 
I 

' !leOple, when you are given no choice tu\ to accept the majority culture, you 

are denied an aspect of' your ovn identity. Ultimately you suffer a corrosion of 

your self-understanding and your self-respect. 

"The official answers by the Soviet government assert that it is 

providing as much as the JeVisb community actually desires. But there is 

abundant evidence that this is untrue. Unofficial answers that imply state 

security is involved, beca~se , Jevs . ba.ve international ties, are even more 

unsatisfactory. In the thirties vhen the &>vi et Union vas vastly less sec-ure 
__,, .> 
~ than it is t oday, it officially encouraged a flourishing of Jewish culture. The 

insensitivity of the Soviet Union on this question is properly a subject for 

criticism and protest. Without making it part of cold var politics, vorld 

opinion is Justified in reminding them that they are repressing a cultural 

heritage tbat is world property. Jewish history and culture are a part of 

. . , ............. . 
..· .... 

everyone ' s heritage, whether be be Jewish, Christian or ?•bslem. The Soviet Union 

must recogni2e t he legitimate crit)c1sl!l'·thatinsists it accord fair treatment to 

its Jevish community. If that government expects respect for itself in tbe 

international community of nations, the sincere and genuine concern felt by so 

many people around the world for this problem should impel the Soviet government 

not only to effect a solution but t n do so wi th all deliberate speed. 

"In the meantime, let us continue t o make our voices heard and our 

righteous protests felt. He cannot sit complacently by the wayside vhile our 

Jewish brothers in the Soviet Union face the possible extinction of their 

cultural and spiritual life . Those that sit at rest, vhile others take pains, 

are tender turtles and buy their <;'.;iet with disgrace. " 

.. . .. ...; ' .. · . - ~-
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' "':"he A .. meric;Jf'l Je-.\•ish Comm!ttee, found~d in 1906, is the pio.iaer human·reletion:> 

c:ts~·ncy In tha 1Jn1\cd States. It p ro tects the civ il and reii-gic :;s rig hts o f Je\~S here 
~r.~--~-~roo.d. t:J n·:I advances lhe cause of irnpro1Jed human r~l!iions !or all peopfa. 

MORTON YARIAON, DireCl?r of ?i;/:Jiic Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, October 10 • • •• Mar~in Luthe;-, J5.i9S:Jr,. toclay placed the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference squarely against both black 

separatism and anti-Semitism, calling 2nti- Semitism "immoral" and used · 

to divide Negro and Jew, "who have effectively collaborated in the 

struggle for justice.n He added t:hat the group he heads considered 

Israel's right to exist as a State "incontestable," and was opposed 

to "an unqualified endorsement of the policy of the Ar~b powers . " 

In a letter to Morris B. Abram, President of the .AMERICAN JEWISH 

CO~~~ITTEE, made publi~ today by Mr. Abram, Dr. King denied earlier pres 

reports that the S.C.L.C. was part of the group at the recent "New Pol

itics" conve~ti?.n at Chicago that ha9. introduced a resolution denounc- · 

ing the 11 imperialistic Zionist war." 

Dr . King, who made the opening address a't the convention, had been 

asked about his stand by Mr. Abram and the presidents of nine other 

na t ional Jewish agenci es, all of them affiliated with the National Com· 

· rounity Relations Advisory Council. These agen.cies had labelled as "ant: 

Semitic" the resolution, which reportedly had been for,ced on the uN~w 

Politics" convention by a minority "black caucus 11 of !Negro delega tes . 

Dr. King explained to Mr. Abram in the letter that not only had he 

taken no part in planning the structure or policy of the .convention 

nor •~as he a delegate, but the staff members o:C the S.C.L. C. who did · 

attend were "the most vigorous and articulate opponents of the sim

plistic resolution on the Middle East question. ' ' As a r esult of the 

stand of the S.C.L.C. members, !he added, 11 the bl ack caucus modif ied 

its stand and the convention voted to eliminate references to Zionism 

and referred to the executive board the matter of final wording." 

"If I had been at the conference during the discussion of the reso· 

lutions,." Dr. King continued, "I would have made it crys tal clear t:hat 
\•;~:i ; B • .:.~ ;;:;r.i. P:~3i<!cnt: Philip £. ttoffm:1n. Ch :1:tml~. E.xe~uti-1e ~J:)H:1; Or!n te:-r;na~. Chairman. 801rd ~: Go\·ernors: Natilln Appl~mall. Ct:?ur.i?.:i. Soc?~d o! lruste~s 

-more-
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l 
I could not have supported any resolution calling for black separatism 

or calling for a condemnation of Israel and an unqualified endorse

ment of the policy of the Arab powers." 

Dr. King used the occasion of writing to Mr. Abram to call for 
' "economic and social development" of the Middle East as the only way 

out of the area's current difficulties. The s.C.L.C. has repeated!~ 

stated that the Middle East problem embodies the related question~ of 

security and development, Dr. King stated. adding: 

"Israel's right to exist as a State in security is inconte.stable. 

At the same time the great powers have the obligation to recognize 

that the Arab world is in a state of imposed poverty and backwardness 

that must threaten peace and harmony. Until a concerted and democratic 

program of assistance is affected, tensions cannot be relieved. Neither 
Israel 
/nor its neighbors can live in peace without an underlying basis of 

economic and social development ."" 

Dr. King s tated that the S.C.L.C. had "expressly, frequently, and 

vigorously denounced anti-Semitism and will continue to do so." He 

pointed out that anti-Semitism was "immoral," and was used to divide 

Negro and Jew, "who have effectively collaborated in .the struggle for 

justice." Anti-Semitism "injures Negroes," he said, "because it up-

holds the doctrine of racism, which they have the greatest stake in 

destroying." 
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Following are the texts of the telegram. sent by the Presidents of 
10 Jewish agencies to Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and of the answering 
letter from Dr. King to Morris B. Abram, President of the American 
Jewish Coamittee, one of the signatories of the telegram: 

To: Rev. Martin Luther King :. 

Our organizations share. .a deep commitment to full equality in 
an integrated, plur.irsociety. -···we believe that its attainment de
mands action by a coalition of groups for accelerated and dramatic 
social change. We have admired and respected your advocacy of these 
goals and your leadership ~ver the years. · 

Now we are profoundly distressed by the recent New Politics 
Conventions. The apartheid of the adopted structure and the lack 
of democratic procedure; the absence of any specific constructive 
program for the advancement of equal opportunity; the anti-Semitism 
in spite of disavowals; the irrational anti-Israel resolution; all 
are disturbing and destructive. l~e believe that they also are 
antithetical to everything you have stood for, 

Because of your presence at the Convention, and the presence 
of your name on the National Council of the Conference for New 
Politics, we fear that these destructive positions may gain a show 
of respectability. We urge you to disassociate yourself publicly 
from the malevolence which found expression in the resolutions of 
the New Politics Convention. 

We anxiously await your reply. 

Dear Morris: 

I am in receipt 
anti-Semitism. 
re?ly . Absence 
of mail account 

Morris B. Abram, President 
American Jewish Committee 

Jordan c. Band, Chairman 
NCRAC 

Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Adolph Held, President 
Jewish Labor Colllillittee 

Joseph Karasick, President 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 

of America 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, President 
American Jewish Congress 

Henry N. Rapaport, President 
United Synagogue of America 

Sam>~el Samuels, National Commander 
Jewish War Veterans 

Dore Schary, National Chairman 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 

Nrs. Leonard Weiner, President 
National Council of Jewish Women 

of your letter making inquiry of SCI.C's position on 
First, let ue apologize for being rather tardy in my 
from the city and the accumulation of a hugh volume 
for the delay. 

-more-
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Serious distortions by the oress have created an impression that SCLC 
was part of a group at the Chicago Conference of New rolitics which 
introduced a resolution condemning Israel and unqualifiedly endorsing 
all the policies of the Arab powers. The f acts are as foll08s: 

1. The staff members of SCLC who attended the conference (not as 
official delegates) were the most vigorous and articulate opponents 
of the simplistic resolution on the Middle East question. As a re
sult of this opposition> the Black caucus modified its stand and the 
convention voted to eliminate references to Zionism and referred to 
the executive board the matter of final wording . This change was 
the direct result of the spirited opposition on the floor by Hosea 
Williams, Director of: Voter P..egistration and Political Educat ion of 
SCLC. Incidentally, I only attended the conference to make the open
ing speech and left immediately after. I had no part in planning 
the str.ucture or policy of the conference, nor was I a delegate. If 
I had been at th~ conference during the discussion of the resolutions, 
I would have made it crystal clear that I could not have supported 
any resolution calling for black separatism or calling for a condemna
tion of Israel and an unqualified endorsement of the pol icy of the 
Arab powers . I l ater made t his clear to the press but a disclaimer 
seldom gets the a ttention t ha t an original sensational attack receives. 

and social 

P.t the heart of the problem ar e oil interests. As the American Jewish 
Congress has stated, ;'American policies in the Middle East have been • 
mo!:ivated in no small measure by the desire to protect the $2,500,PCD,000 
s t a}:e which u.::; . oil companies have invested in the area . u Some Arab 
feu1al rulers are no less concerned for oil wealth and neglect the 
plight of their o~n peoples. The solution will have to be found in 
statesmanship by Is-rael and pro3r essive Arab forces who in concert 
with .the great powers recognize that fair and peaceful solutions are 
the concern of all of humanity and must be found . 

Neither military measures' nor a · s t ubborn effort t o reverse history can 
~rovide a permanent solution for peoples who need and deserve both 
cevelopment and security . 

3. SCLC has eh-pressly, frequently and vigorously <lenounced anti-Sem
itism and will continue to do so. It is not only that anti-Semitism 
is ~mmoral--though that alone is enough. It is used to divide Negro . 
and Jew, who have effectively collaborated in the struggle for jus
tica . It injures Negroes because it upholcs the doctrine of racism 
which they have the greatest stake in destroying. The individual Jew 
or gentile who may be an exploiter acts out of his greed as an in<li
vidua l, not his religious precepts--just as a criminal--Negro or 
white--is expressing his anti-social tendencies--not the ethical value~ 
of his race. 

a~ the general question of anti-Semitism. I woul d like to quote a few 
paragraphs from my recent book W'.rlERE DO WE GO FROM HEP.E? 

One fact is decisive for perspective and balance: 
the amount of anti- 3emitism found amcng Negroes is 
no greater than if :found among white groups of the 
same economic strata. Two polls cited by Professor 
Thomas Pettegrew and a very recent study in depth 
conducted by Dr . Oscar Lewis arrived at this same 
conclusion. These revelations should allay the 
alarm that has arisen from exploitation and ex
aggeration of the issue by some white and Negro 
publicists whose agpetite for attention exceeds 
their attachment: t() truth an•.1 responsibility. 

-more-
·.::.:: . • ·~_j 
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The question that t roubles many Jews and other con
cerned Americans is why or,:;>resseC. Negroes should har
bo~ any anti-Semitism at all. Prejudice and discrimi
nation can only ha;:m them; therefo:!'.'e it would appear 
that they should be virtually immune to their sinister 
appeal. ' 

The limited degree -0f N~gro anti-Semitism is substan
tially a Non'nern ghet'to phenon:enon; - it virtually does 
no·t exist in the South. The urban Neg:co has a special 
and unique relationshi~ to Jews. Cn the one hand, he 
is associated with Jews as some of his most co!DlDitted 
antl generous partne~s in the civil rights struggle. 
On the other hand, he meets them caily as some of his 
most direct exploiters in the ghetto as slum landlords 
and gouging shopkeepers. Je~ r~ve identified with 
Negroes voluntarily in the freedom movement, motivated 
by their religious anc cultural commitment to justice. 
The other Jews v1ho are engaged in colI!merce in the 
ghettos are remnants of older communities. A great 
number of Negro ghettos were formerly Jewish neighbor
hoods; some storekeepers and landlorrls remained as 
population changes occurred. They operate with the 
ethics of marginal business entreprer.eurs, not Jewish 
ethics, but the distinction is lost on some Negroes 
who are maltreated by them. Such Negroes, caught in 
frustration and irrational anger, parrot racial epi
thets. They foolishly add to the social poison that 
injures theQselves and their own people. 

It woulcl be a tragic and immoral mistake 'to identify ' 
the mass of Negroes with the very small number that 
suc_ct!lllb to cheap and clisho-qest slogans, just as 'it 
would 'be a serious error to identify all Jews with 
the few who exploit Negroes under their economic sway. 

:tfagroes cannot ra~ionally gxpact honorable Jews to curb 
the few who are ·rapacious; they have no ·means of . dis
ciplining or suppressing the~. We can only expect them 
to share our disgust and disdain. Negroes cannot be ex
pected to curb and eliminate the few who are anti-Semitic, 
because they are S!.!bject to no controls we can exercise. 
We oan, however,, oppose them and have, in concrete ways. 
There has never been an instance of articulated Negro 
anti-Semitism that was not swiftly condemned by virtually 
all Negro leaders with· the support of the overwhelming 
majority. I have mysalf directly attacked ·it within the 
Negr o community , because it is w:::ong. I will continue 
to oppose it, because it is immoral and self-destructive. 

Let me thank you for writing and also for your consistent supp'ort. I 
r ealize that this letter is long, but I hope it will shed some light 
on what can be an unfortunate misuncierstanding. 

Sincerely, 

I sf (Hartin) 

Martin Luther King Jr. 




