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The purpose of this· prop'Osal · is. to · make. p'.ossible a ·brief study of 

three midwestern urban cel)ters: Milwaukee, Cqicago, "Mtnneapolis-~t.· Paul·, 
. . 

for the purpose of identifying· and describing curfent examples :qf coali~ 

t.ion-buildi~g among urban _citizens ., ·around . issues .i:hat tr·anscepd the · 

interests of the individual gro~ps. 

These three cities are chosen· not only- ·for · ~heir · geqgtapflic pro­

pinquity but because of the quali~y of their cttizens' organizations' ·'and_. 

for the fact tha~ their co-nicy bt!ilding ~ffort's are based op shared 

" inter~st"~ more than on aiere geog~ciphical. relatlonshtps. Also, these major 

metropolitan' areas -are within one : triui'ti-s~ate -re~ional' are~, an. import~nt. 

reality .in 'an era of revenue shari'ng and the increasing importance of . .• 

state governments. . .. ... 
• I 

. . ·. My on-going s~udy of ·the lH:erature of citizens organizations over 

the last t~en'ty-fi~l y~ars reveal~' vecy .i'ittl~ iritopnatton about coalitio-q-

puilding among a diversity of '- citizen. orga~izad.ans. The main examples · are 

in the field of labor uniol)s ana iocal party politics. 

References are made· to coalid~ns ·as ~ poli'ti~al stra~egy 'in the 
. . . . ,. · ..... 
"classical" treatments of city., politics and in · tne po·wer · s 'tructure analyses 

·, "· of urban commui"tities by soclologists and urbari -gbvernment ex'.perts, such as; 

~dward ~anfield, James Q. Wilson~ C. Wright MUis, Floyd Hunte'r and others. 

. .. 

~- . · Shcirt·J book, Rules for · Radicals, . 

:. : : . •. :, 
·began laying out an emphasis on coalitions of middle class and nap-majority 

. . 
citizens groups as a necessary ~-ans to bring · about·.an effective share in 

decision making in · the corporate ·st~te. 

Sever~l smaller papers have ·been Written ·in .·recent ye~rs, (e~g.: White 

Racism in a Particular Urban Seen~, Holt, Stanley. Chic~go. Organtza~ion 
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