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REFORM RABBIS TAKE A STAND ON 

HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE RABBINATE 

(Seattle, Washington, June 25, 1990) In a major · statement on 

Reform Jewish policy and practice, the Central conference of 

American Rabbis (CCAR) today formally endorsed the Report of the 

Ad Hoc Committee on Homosexuali~y and the Rabbinate, dealing with 

the homosexual rabbi. A:mong the issues the report considered were 

the admissioh.s policy at the rabbinical training sch9ol, the Hebrew 

Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, employment placement, 

and mempership into the .. CCAR. 
-~ .... 
. · 

The report' was accepted without amendment by an overwhelming 

voice vote at the annual riational convention · of the CCAR, the 

international professional . organization o·f Reform rabbis. The 

conference is cur~ently underway in Seattle. After the vote, the 

over 500 rabbis in attendance gave a standing· ovation to the 

committee members for their work in developing the report. 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Samuel E. Karff. Presidenl 
Houston. TX 

Rabbi Walter .Jacob. Vice President 
Pittsbur'.j~. PA 
Rabbi Joseph 9 . Glaser. Executive Vice'President 
New York. NY 

(more) 

Rabbi Frederick C. Schwartz. Treasurer 
Chicago. IL • 
Rabbi Eugene H .. Levy. Recording Secretary 
Little Roel<. AR · 

Rabbi Geralo I. Weider. Financial Secretary 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Rabbi Elliot L . Stevens. Administrative Secretary 
New Yor1c, NY 

· Rabbi Sidney L. ~egner. Executive Vice President Emeritus 
New York, NY 

Rat>bi Jacob R. Marcus. Honorary President 
Cincinna1i. OH 



Homosexuality and the Rabbinqte Page 2 

CCAR President Rabbi Samuel E. Karff had this to say about 

passage of the report: "The committee's report is nuanced and 

reflective of inner struggle, of majority and minority viewpoints, 

and includes consensual affirmations. Essentially the report is 

an attempt to be both supportive of our gay and lesbian colleagues 

and respectful of Judaism's norm of heterosexual monogamous ·-

procreative marriage. For the majority of the committee, the 

critical fulcrum is . the matter of choice. For some Jews the 

heterosexual norm is not a viable option. ·such persons not on~y 

merit respect as God's children and as Jews, but sh9uld riot on the 

basis of sexual orientation alone be denied the right to be our 

rabbinic collea~es." 

The vote caps four .years of CCAR ·study and discussion on the 

subject, anonymous personal testimony by homosexual rabbis and 

rabbinical students, review of scientific, religious and legal 

viewpoints, and consultations with leaders of other Jewish 

movements. 

The Ad Hoc Committee on Homosexuality and the Rabbinate was 

composed of CCAR members . plus representatives of the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations, 

Institute . of Religion, and 

Commission. 

the Hebrew-Union College-Jewish 

the CCAR Rabbinical Placement 

The complete 6-page report follows: 
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REPORT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON HOMOSEXUALITY 
AND 

THE RABBINATE 
ADOPTED BY THE 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
JUNE 25, 1990 

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMI.TTEE 

Chair: Selig Salkowitz, Norman J. Cohen, A. Stanley Dreyfus (RPC), 
Joseph B. Glaser (CCAR), Walter Jacob, Yoel H. Kahn, Samuel E. 
Karff, Peter s. Knobel, Joseph Levine, Jack Stern, Richard S. 
Sternberger (UAHC) , Ronald B. Sobel · (RPC) , El 1 iot L. Stevens 
(CCAR), Harvey M. Tattelbaum, Albert Vorspan (UAHC), Margaret M. 
Wenig, Gary Zola (HUC-JIR) 

ORIGIN OF THE COMMITTEE 

The committee was formed in response to a resolution proposed 
by Margaret Holub (then student Rabbi) and Margaret Wen_ig for the 
June, 1986, convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
in Snowmass, Colorado. The proposed resolution dealt with the 
admissions policies of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Ins.titute 
of Religion and of the Central Conference of American Rabbis and 
with the placement poli~y of the Rabbinical Placement Commission. 
The matter was referred for further study. 

Given the seriousness of the issues and the broad irnplic.ations 
for the Reform .rabbinate and for the entire Movement, President 
Jack Stern appointed a broadly representative ad hoc committee and · 
named Selig Salkowitz as its chair. The .committee's first meeting 
took place in the Fall of 19.86. Following that meeting, in order 
.to i _nsure adequate im~titutional participation, _the committee 
invited the Union. of American . Hebrew Congregations:/ the Hebrew 
Union College·-Jewish Institute of Religion and the Rabbinical 
Placement Commission to appoint official representatives. The 

. comn:tittee has met regularly during the past four years. Thro.ugh 
extensive study and discussion, the committee has sought to arrive 
at a unified position on homosexuality and the rabbinate. From the 
outset, the committee was keenly aware of both the controversial 
nature and the complexity of the issues. The conunittee!s delibera~ 
tions have been characterized by vigorous debate carried -on in a· 
spirit of warm collegiality. All members . found themselves 
profoundly moved. However, the committee did not achieve consensus 
on every issue, and recognized that there . are legitimate 
differences of opinion~ The committee calls upon members of the 
Conference to be sensitive to and accepting of those whose 
positions differ from their own. 

The committee undertook· a comprehensive investigation of the 
subject. Its members · read studies on the origin and nature ·of 
sexual identity, and of homosexuality specifically, · and reviewed 
some of the contemporary legal literature, and studied documents 
prepared by Christian groups grappling with the status of 
homosexuals and homosexuality within their own denominations with 
a specific focus on the question of ordination. Yoel H. Kahn 
prepared an extensive anthology · of articles ·on Judaism and 
homosexuality which cut across denominational lines. The committee 
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commissioned Eugene B. Borowitz, Yoel H. Kahn, Robert S. Kirschner 
and Peter S . Knobel to prepare working papers. 1 Consul t at ions were 
held with leaders of other Jewish streams. The committee solicited 
and received anonymous · personal testimony f r om gay and lesbian 
rabbis and rabbinic students. It reviewed the admissions policies 
of the College-Institute and the Central Con ference of American 
Rabbis as ~ell as the p l acement po l icy of t h e Rabbinical Placeme rit 
Commission. It read previous resolutions of t h e UAHC Biennial 
Conve.ntions and t he CCAR conv e ntions,· and related Re f orm Respo nsa. 
The work · qf previous commi~tees was also reviewed . It convened a 
·l ate n igh t in for~ation session at the Ta rpon Sp rings Conven tion of 
1987; submitted a dra ft resol ution to the CCAR Executive Boa rd i n 
1988 (wh ich was sent . back to the committ ee for further 
considera tion) ; sponsor ed a ple nary s e s sion at the . Cen t enn i al 
Convention in Cincinnati in 1989 at which Leonard S . Kravitz and 
Yoel H. Ka hn presented p ape r s 2 followed· by ··workshops; held. 
consuitatiqns at each of the regiona l · CCAR Kal l ot ~nd with MaR~M~ 
r equested t h a t the UAHC sponsor works hops at upcom i n'g regional 
biennials. 

This document is meant to summarize the res ul ts of our 
delibe~ations, to indicate.areas of a g r eement a nd disagreement and 
to encourage f urther dis cus sion and understandi ng. It repre sents 
four years o f struggle and growt h . We hope that it wil l ser ve a~ · 
a model for t hose who tak~ up these mat ters u~o~ _ whic~ ·we have · 
dil i gently and pai~stakingly .deliberate d . · 

CONCERN FOR GAY AND LESBIAN COLLEAGUES 

.. Th e c omm.ittee is acutely aware that the inabilit.y o f most g ay. 
a nd l e $bi a n rabbi~ to live:. openly as homosexuals ·is d'eeply p a·inf u l. 
The r e f o re, t h e committee wishes to avoid any act.ion whic h will .cause 

. g reater distr e s s to our colleagues. As a result·, The commit t ee. has 
d etermi ned . ~that a comprehensive report is in the bes t interest of 
our Con f e rence a nd the Reform Movement a s ·a whole. 

PubU ,cly . acknowledging one·• s homosexuality · i s a · per sonal · 

HomosexuaLity, the Rabbinate , and Liberal Juda i sm : Paoers 
prepared f o r the Ad -Ho c Committee on Homosexual i ty and · the 
Rabbinate. Selig Sa lkowiti, Chair. Halakhah and Homos e xuality: A 
Reapbraisal . by Robe rt Kirschne r _. On Homosexual i ty a nd the .' · 
Rabb i nate , a Cov enantal Resp onse b y Eugene B. Bo r owitz; · Judaism an'd · 
Homosexuality by Yoel H. Kahn. Homosexual i t y : . A Liberal Jewish 
Theologica l and Ethica l Refiection by ·Peter S . Knobel. · · · 
Copi~s of these were distribut ed to t he e nt i re Central Conference 
of American Rabbis prior to the June , 1989 convention in 
Cincinnati . These papers should be consulted f o·r a description ·of 
the range of positions consid e r ed by the Committ ee. 

2 Homosexuality a nd the Rabbi na t e. Yael .ff . Kahn, · The Kedusha 
·of Homosexual Relationships and Leonard S . Kravitz, Address . The 
papers were distribu ted to t he member s of the Conference through 
t h e regiona l presidents as material for discussion ·at the regional · 
kallot. They shoul d be consulted f or an understanding of the two 
different approaches to t h e s ubject of t h e rel igious status of 
homosexual relationships. 
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decision which can have g r ave prof essional consequences. 
Therefore, in the light of the limited ability of the Placement 
Commission or the Centra l Conference of American Rabbis to 
guarantee t he tenure of· the gay or lesbian rabbis who " come out of 
the closet ," the committee does not want to encour~ge colleagues 
to put their careers at risk. Regrettably, a decision to declare 
oneself publicly can have pot entially negative effects on · a 
person ' s ab.i l i t y to serve a ·given community effectively . In 
addition, the committ ee is anxious to avoid a ·situation in which 
pul pit sel ection c ommit t ees wil l . reque~t .. in~ormation on the sexual 
ori e n tation of candid ates.' The committee urges that a ll · rabbis, 
reg ardl ess of .sexu a l orientation, be accorded t h e opportun i t y to 
f u lfil l the sacred v ocation wh i ch t h ey hav e · chosen. 

CI VIL RIGHTS FOR GAYS AND. LES BIANS 

All human being s are cre ated betse lem e l o h i m ("in . t he divine 
image") . . The i r personhood must therefor e be accor ded ful.l dignity. 
sex ual. orient ation is irrelevant to the huma n worth of a per~on . 
Th.erefore, . t h e Reform Move me n t has s upported vigorously all efforts 
to eliminate discrimination in housing and employment 3 • The 
Committe e une quivocally conde mns verbal and· physical abuse against 
gay men .a nd. l esbian women or those perc eive d to be gay or lesbian. 
We · rej ec:::t any . implication th.at AIDS can be ._understood as God • s 
punishme nt of homosexuals. We applaud th~ fin~ wor~ df the gay a nd· 
lesbi a n outr~~c~ synagogues I and we I along. wi th the Union . of . . 
Ame.rican H~brew .Congregations , call upo n i;-a bbis and congre ga t ion s 
t o t r e at wi th r .espect and to integrate fully all Jews into, the l ife 
of the commun ity. regardle ss of sexual orientatio n . 

. . 
ORIGIN AND NATURE OF . SEXUAL IDENTITY 

Th e committee ~ s task was made particularly difficult because 
t h e specifi c o rigin of sexual identity and its e tiology are s till· 
imp e r fec t l y u nderstood. 

Scho i a rs· are not like ly to come to an a g r.e eme nt . 
a nytiin.e s oon about the causes o f s eXual orien~ 
t at ion,_ <;>r its natur e. -Various . di°scipl ines loo k 
a t sexuality in diffe rent wa ys a,nd r are l y 
confront e a ch o t her' s ide as . . . . Short of d e f i ni
t .i ve e vidence, which no theory h a s t hus f a r 
r eceived; the disagr eement i s likel y to con
tinue . C~gnitiv~ a nd normat ive pluralism wil l 
persist for t h e indefinite future. 4 

.. 

The lack of u nanimity in the scientific community and the 
unanimous conqemnation of homosexual behavior by Jewish tradition 
add ed to t h e compl exit y. I t is cle~r , h owever, that for many people· 
sexual orientation is not a matter of conscious choice but 
constitu tional and t h e r efore not sub ject to change. It is also true 
that for some, sexua.l orientation may be · a matter of conscious 

3 CCAR resolution 1977. UAHC resolutions 1975, 1985,1987,1989 · 

{, 
David Greenberg , The Construction o f Homosexuality· (Chicago, 

1988) pp.480-481. 
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choice. The committee devoted considerable time in its discussion 
to the s ign if i ca nc e of consc ious choice as a crit erion for 
formulating a position on t h e rel igious status of homosexua l ity. 
Th e majority of the commi ttee believes that the issue of choice is 
crucial. For some on t he commi ttee t he issue of choice is not 
significant. 

In J .ewish tradi t i on heter osexual , monogamous, procreative 
marriage is t h e . ideal human . relationsh ip f o r t he perpetuat ion of 
species , covenantal fulfillment a nd the preservati o n of the J e wish 
people. Whi l e acknowledg.i ng that there are other human 
r e lation s hips wh ich posses s ethica l a n.d s pirit ua l value a nd t hat 
t he re a re some pe ople for whom heter osexual , monogamous, 
procreat i ve marriage i s not a viable option o r possibil ity, 5 t he 
majority of t he c ommitte e r e affirms unequivocally t he c entra l ity 
of this i deal and its special status as kiddus hin. To t he extent 
that sexual· orientation is a matter o f choice, the maj ori ty of the 
commi~tee affirms that· heterosexuality is the only appropriate 
Jewish cho ice for fulfilling on~ • s covene ntal obligat ions. 

A minority of the committee disse nts, affirming the equal 
possibility of covenantal ful fillm~nt in homosexual and 
h e t e r osexual relation~hips. The rel ationship, not the g e nder, 
should determine its Jewish value - k iddus hin. 

Th e committee strongly endorses the view that all J ews are 
religio u s ly e qual regardless of their sexual orientation . We a r e 
awar e of lov ing and committed relationships b e tween people of the 
same sex . Issues such as the religious status o f these 
r e latio nships . as well as the creation of special ceremoni es a r e 
matters o f continuing discussion and differences of opinion . · 

SEXUAL MORALITY AND THE RABBI 

The general subject of sexual · mora lity is i mportant. The 
commi ttee , in various stages of its deliberations, s ought to 
d iscuss homos exuality within that larger framework. However, i t 
concluded that while a qomprehensive statement on s exuality and 
sexual moral i ty was a desideratum, it wa s b eyond the mandat e of 
t h e commit tee. 

Neverthe less, rabbis are bot h r ole models a nd e xempl a r s. 
Th e r efore , t h e Committee calls upon all rabbis -- wi thout r e gard 
to s exual ori .entation -- t o c onduct their private lives with 
discretion a nd with full regar d for the mores and sensibilities of 
t h e i r commun i ties, and i n consonance with t he p reamble to the 
Cent ral Conference o f American Rabbis ' Code of Eth ics: 

As teachers of J udaism, rabbis are 
e xpected t o abide by the h ighest 
moral values of our rel igion: the 
virtues of f amily life, i ntegri ty a nd 
honorable social relationsh ips. In 
t heir personal l ives they are called 
upon t o set an example of the idea l s 

5 Cf . Gates of Mitzvah, p. 11, note at bottom of page. 
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they proclaim. 

OUR RELATIONSHIP TO KELAL YISRAEL AND THE NON - JEWISH COMMUNITY 

The .committee devoted considerable discussion to the effect 
of any statement on our relationship to Kelal Yisrael. The 
committee expressed deep concern about the reactions of the other 
Jewish movements and strongly urges that the dialogue ·continue with 
them on this issue. Nevertheless, it concluded that our decision 
should be governed by the principles and practices of Reform 
Judaism. Similarly the committee considered and .discussed with the 
members of MaRaM the possible effects of a statement on Reform 
Judaism in Israel. Again, it concluded that while sensitivity was 
in order, the committee could only address the North American 
situation. In addition, the committee attempted to assess how . 
various .stands would affect our . relationship with non-Jewish 
groups. Again, the committee was ·concerned but felt that it had to 
make its decision independent of that consideration. 

CONGREGATIONAL ISSUES 

The acceptance by our congregations of gay and lesbian Jews 
as rabbis was a topic of discussion. We know that the majority ·of 
Reform Jews strongly support civil rights for gays and lesbians, 
but the unique position of the rabbi as spiritual leader and Judaic 
role . model make the acceptance of gay or lesbian rabbis an 
intensely emotional and potentially divisive issue. While we 
acknowledge that there are gay and lesbian rabbis who are · serving 
their communities effectively, with dignity, · compassion and 
integrity, we believe that · there is a great need for educat.ion and 
dialogue in our congregations . . 

ADMISSIONS POLICY OF THE COLLEGE-INSTITUTE 

One of the original issues which brought the committee into 
existence was a concern about the admissions policy of the College
Institute. President Alfred Gottschalk has recently set forth the 
admissions policy of HUC-JIR. The written guideline·s state that the 
College-Institute considers sexual orientation of an applicant only 

~ within the context of a candidate's overall suitability for the 
rabbinate, his or her qualifications to serve the Jewish community 
effectively, and his or her capacity to find personal fulfillment 
within the rabbinate. The Committee agrees with thi~ admissions 
policy of our College- Institute. 

· MEMBERSHIP IN THE CENTRAL · CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS --

The Central Conference of American Rabbis has always accepted 
into membership upon application all rabbinic graduates of the 
College-Institute. 

The committee re-affirms this policy to admit upon application 
rabbinic graduates of the College Institute. 

PLACEMENT 

Since its inception, the Rabbinical Placement Commission has 

5 



provided placement services to all members of the Central 
conference of American Rabbis in good standing, in accordance with 
its rules. 

The committee agrees with this policy of· the Rabbinical 
Placement Commi ssion which provides placement services to all 
members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis in good 
standing, in accordance with the Commission's eseablished rules. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chair: Sel.ig Salkowi tz, Norman J. Cohen, · A. Stanley Dreyfus ( RPC) ·' 
Joseph B. ~laser (CCAR), Walter Jacob~ Yoel H. Ka.hn, Samuel E. 
Karff, Peter .s. Knobel, Joseph Levine, Jack Stern, Richard s. 
Sternberger (UAHC), Ronald B. Sobel (RPC), Elliot L. Stevens 
(CCAR), Har:vey M. Tattelbaum, Albert Vorspan (UAHC), Margaret M .. 
Wenig, Gary Zola (HUC-JIR). 

COMMITTEE ENDORSEMENT 

· The committee ~xpresses its sincere appreciation to the many 
members · of the Central Conference of American Rabbis who 
communic ated with it in writi~g . and orally. We urge all rabbi~ to 
study and reflect on .. these critic.al issues in order to lead . their 
congregations and other member;; .:..Pf the .rewish community toward 
greater awareness and sensitivity through .education and dialogue. 
The committee unanimously endor~es this report as a fair reflect ion 
of fo':lr years of deliberation and urges its adoption .. 

It II II 
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1990/3 

RESOLUTION ON GAY AND LESBIAN JEWS 

Whereas Judaism affirms that the divine image reflected by every 
human be ing 'must al h'ays be cherishe<i~»»a"ll'Ci affirmed, and 

Whereas Je"°s have always been sensitiv·e to the impact of official 
and unofficial prejudice and discrimination, wherever directed, 
and ~:'i'::>'' · ·;""'":'')' 

Whereas gdy and lesbi~n Jews have experienced not only the 
constant threats of physical violence and homophobic rejection, 
but also the pains ' of · anti;;,~S.ernitism knol'n to all Jews and, 
additionally, a sense of painful alienation from our -0wn 

"..,,,,,., .. ~ .. .>.l' 

religious institutions, and · 

Whereas the extend~d families of gay and lesbian J~ws are of ten 
members o f our ·congregations who live with concern fo r the 

_safety, health and well-being of their children, and 

Whereas the A~DS crisis has deeply exacerbated the anxiety and 
suffering of t his community of Jew~ ~ho need in their lives the 

_ compass ionate concern and aupport mandated by Jewish tradition, 

Therefor~ Be It Resolved that we, the Rabbinical Assembly, 

.~ 

-

1) Support full civil equality for gays and lesbians in 
our national life , and 

2) Deplore the violence against gays and lesbians 
in our soci~ty, and 

3) Reiterate that, as are all Jews, gay men and lesbians are 
welcome as members in our congregations, and 

4) Cal l upon our synagogues and the arms of our Movement 
to increase our awareness, understanding and concern for 
our fellow Jewa who are gay and lesbian. 
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HAsKELL LAzERE 

I om sure you will be. intereste~ ;,, tbe ottacbed. 

Nrw Yon Cboptn 
Tbe .\merican Jewish Committee 

165 Eut S6ch Stteet 
New York, New York 10022 

(212) PL 1--4000 
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JEWISH 
A PARADOX: ANI IMPOSSIBLE CONTRAmCTION 

A JEW CANNOT BE A GAY; A GAY IS NOT A JEW. A GAY IS A RUINED AlfD 

LOST SOUL,A HATED ABOMilfATION,AN UNNATURAL MONSTROSITY DETEST.t;D 

BY THE CREATOR. 

BREAK THE FILTHY HABIT: TEAR LOOSE :PROM THIS DISGUSTING SLAVERY AND 

COME BACK TO YOUR G-D AND YOUR PEOPLE: (A GAY SYNAGOGUE IS LIKE 

YOM KIPPUR IN A WHOREHOUSE) 

RETURN TO DECENT NORMALCY BEP'ORE YOU BECOME HOPELESSLY ILL PHYSICALLY 

AND .ME lfTALL Y. 

YOUR BROTHERS WILL WELCOME YOU BACK: 
*LUBAVITCH, 770 Eastern Parkway. Brooklyn New YorkII2I3 
*YOUNG ISRAEL, 3 West I6 St. NEW YORK CITY 

r AGUDATH ISRAEL, 5 BEEKMAN ST. NEW YORK CITY 
*N. C.S.Y. 116 EAST 27 St. NEW YORK CITY 
*HINENI I55 EAST 38 St. NEW _YORK CITY 10016 

DO NO~ POSTPONE: 

EVERY DAY IS A LIVING DEATH, GOING DEEPER INTO HELL. 

FLEE FROM THE ROTTEN ENVIROMENT LIKE ONE lLEES PRO!I A !'IRE. 

YOU HAVE BUT ONE LI:PE TO LIVE: 

· .. HURRY TO SAVE IT: 

IP YOU HAVE QUESTIONS THAT NEED ANSWERS, DROP US A LID. 

MAYBE WE CAN HELP. 

Conference of Presidents b>~ 
of Maior American Jewish Activist Organizations 41 ~ 
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DIGEST 
The. newsreuer of the World Congress of Gay & Lesbian Jewish Organizations 

Post Office Box 881272. San Francisc·o. California 94188 US.A 

Volumes. Number2 Spring 1987 

D.Ca Jews raise $20,000 for AIDS programs 
"Risk groups are not dying, people are 

dying." · 
These are the words of S!Jnnye Sherman. 

a Jewish woman with AIDS whose final 
mo[lths of life were devoted to bringing 
AIDS to the attention of the media 

Last November, 200 friends of the Na
tional Jewish AIDS Project 

0

(NJAP) 
gathered in Washington. D.C. to honor Ina 
and Murray Sherman. Sunnye's parents, 
and to raise over $20,000 to assist Jewish 
persons with AIDS. 

It was the first Jewish community event 
to benefit persons with AIDS. 

With the Golden Gate Bridge overhead. mem· 
bers of $ha'ar Zahav (San Francisco) sound 
the shofar each year as pan of Rosh 
Hashanah 's Tashlich service. The magnificent 
setting draws a large number of congregants 
for the ritual casting away of sins. 

International newsbits 
In its coverage of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) regional 
biennial convention last November in 
Tampa, Florida, Metropolitan Community 
Synagogue's (Miami) newsletter reported 
that the director of the UAHC Task Force 
for the Jewish Family, Rabbi Sanford Seit· 
zer, urged recognition and support for 
Jewish gay or lesbian couples who 
choose adoption or alternative insemina
tion as a v:iay of raising Jewish children. 
Rabbi Sellzer's address was entitled 
"The Jewish Family: Myths, Realities and 
Prospects.·· 
The Jewish community's vigil outside the 
S6viet Embassy in Washington. o.c: has 
continued unbroken for the past 13 
years. When Bet Mishpachah's sched· 
uled staffing of the vigil last October con
flicted with t.he holiday of Sukkot. three 
local gay and lesbian non-Jewish groups 
stood in for Set Mishpachah as a gesture 

continued on side 2 

In presenting the first Sunnye Sherman 
Memorial Award to the Stiermans. 
V{a~~!rigton. D.C. . n~'tYscaster Dave 
Marash prais~d the honorees for support
ing their daughter's decision to publicize 
her illness. "The moment Sunnye made the 
decision to stand up, she d id a revolutio
nary thing,· said Marash .. "Obviously Sun
nye couldn"t have done that if she weren't 
surrounded by an extraordinary family." 

Another newscastef, Connie Churv;i. 
whose NBC-TV program "1986" featured 
Sunnye and her family a year ago. ap
peared in a videotaped presentation to 
honor the Shermans. Covering the story of 
Sunnye and her family affected her deeply, 
Chung said. Chung noted that Sunnye's 
decision to go public will give others a bet
ter chance. 

"Sunnye's family was too strong and lov
ing to be torn apart by AIDS," Chung 
explained. 

Daniel Najjar. president of the NJAP. 
noted that ·sunnye.'s voice offered hope to 
persons with AIDS. offered a higher stan· 
dard of response for the entire community, 
and taught the uneducated how to confront 
and console those in need.· 

- Najjar called on every• · rabbi and 
educator in the Washington community ·10 
join us in a community-wide education pro
gram, not only to improve the treatment of 
patients. but to eliminate the further trans
mission of AIDS.· 

Rabbi Roy Furman joins 
Chicago's Or Chadash 

Rabbi Roy. Furman was recently named 
the rabbi of Or Chadash. one of two ga.y
outreach congregations in the Chicago 
area. 

A 1971 graduate of Hebrew Union Col
lege in Cincinnati, Rabbi Furman comes 
to Chicago following five years in Portland, 
Oregon with Havurah Shalom, an alterna
tive congregation affiliated.with the Reform 
movement. continued on side 2 

Najjar read a telegram from Leonard 
Bernstein, one of lhe earliest celebrities 

_publicly involved in AIDS fundraising. con
gratulating the Shermans on their ·work in 
AIDS education." 

Funds from the November reception will 
provide direct financial and other assist· 
ance to persons with AIDS. Assistance will 
be administered by the Jewish Social Serv
ice Agency of Metropolitan Washington 
and the Whitman-Walker Clinic AIDS Foun
dation. 

For more information about the work of 
the National Jewish AIDS Project. write to: 
2025 I Street, N.W. Suite 721, Washington, 
D.C. 20006. 

UAHC voices "outrage," 
challenges AIDS ruling 
(The fol/Owing article is from the November 1986 
issue o/The Jewish Gaily Forward. the newslet
ter of Congregation Sha'ar Zahav. San Fran
cisco.) 

Last summer the United States Justice 
Department issued a ruling that would 
allow employers to fire people with AIDS · 
if the employer merely suspected they 
might be contagious. despite all me-dical 
evidence to the contrary. Members of 
Sha'ar Zahav subsequently asked the 
readership of the Union of American Heb
rew Congregations (UAHC) to intervene 
with Attorney General Edwin Meese; to en
courage him to rescind the ruling. The 
UAHC response was quick and decisive. 

In a forceful letter to Meese, the UAHC 
expressed ·outrag,e and dismay· over the 
Justic·e Department's policy statemen~ and 
urged that it be replaced with one "that 
reflects current medical information about 
AIDS." . 

The letter was signed by UAHC presi
dent Rabbi Alexander Schindler and Dr. 
Boris O'Mansky, chair of the UAHC's Com· 
mittee on AIDS". 

continued on side 2 

Amsterdam conference set for July 2 
Excitement is building for the Tenth Inter

national Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
·Jews, to be held in Amsterdam from July 
2-5. 1987. 

Hosted by Sjathomo. the Netherlands' 
Jewish lesbian and gay organization, the 
conferenc-e will take place at the Grand 
Hotel Krasnapolsky, one of Amsterdam's 
premier and historic hotels. 

The 3V. days of .social, educational, and 
religious activities will officially begin on 
Thursday night, July 2, with an Opening 
Cer~mony and Party featuring welcoming 
remarks from Amsterdam's Jewish mayor. 
Prominent members of the Dutch gay, les
bian and Jewish communities will join con- · 
ferees at this kick-off event · 

Extensive world-wide put>licity is being 
undertaken for1his first gay/lesbian Jewish 
conference to be held outside the United 
States since the 1979 gathering in Israel. 
Over 250 registrants from most European 

nations, Israel, the United States and 
Canada are expected to attend. although 
publicity to Africa, Asia and Latin America 
may result in an even broader participa· 
lion. 

Special tours are included in the $120 
conference registration fee, including visits 
to Amsterdam's Historical Jewish Museum. 
the Jewish district, the Holocaust monu· 
ment, and an evening boat ride through 
the city's picturesque canals. 

Charter airfare arrangements to Amster
dam departing from both New York and 
California. as well.as a group tour to Israel 
following the conference, have been made 
in conjunction With the World Congress. 
For conference and travel information. 
write to the World Congress. P.O. Box 
881272, San Francisco. CA 94188. ·In 
Europe or Israel, write to Sjathomo. P.O. 
Box 2536, 1000 CM Amsterdam. 



Agudlah carroes Uoe banner proudly 
foll' ·over 200,000 gay, lesbaan ~sll'ae~is 

The challenge facing gay men <ind 
women in. cc:Jfronting ·anti-gay fear and 
bigot,Y i~ perhaps nowhEfre greater than in 
Israel. where for over ten years the Agudah 
(Society for the Protection of Personal 
Rights) has faced that challenge 
singlehandedly. 

Unlike other countries, in which a variety 
of gay groups share a multiplicity of social 
service projects and tasks. Israel has only 
the Agudah to provide gay affirmative edu· 
cation, administer social services, monitor 
civil rights violations. and creale social op
portunities for gay men and women. 

The Agudah s latest effort to increase its 
own visib ility among the estimated 200.000 
to 400.000 Israeli homosexuals brings new 
meaning to the word ·grassroots." 

Beginning last summer, A'gudah beard 
members and volunteers brought their in
formation tables. flyers, and friendly faces 
to Tel Aviv's Independence Park, where 
lhey invited passers-by to learn about the 
organization, its activities and its purposes. 

From the success of that first effort, the 
Aguda.11 (lxpanded the activity into Haifa, 
with plans for similar outreach in Jerusalem 
and Beersheba. 

Because there is for many a feeling of 
little privacy i n a country so small. with anti· 
gay sentiment so pe~1asive, most 
homosexuals have been reluctant to risk 

. the consequences of being identified as 
gay or lesbian. As a result. Israel has not 
witnessed the proliferation of gay gather
ing Rlaces and organizations such as are 
found throughout Europe and North 
America. Social life for Israeli gay men and 
lesbians is largely private, home-centered, 
and oriented towards close friendship cir
c les. Reaching this "invisible" population 
isn't easy. 

International newsbits 
r;ontinued from side 1 

of solidarity: Metropolitan Community 
Church (Protestant), Dignity (Catholic) 
and Gay Quakers. 

• Ahavat Shalom (San Francisco) recently 
established an aid fund to provide finan
cial assistance to the Neve Shalom 
Synagogue in Istanbul. site of last sum
mer's tragic Sabbath terrorist attack. 

• Repeating its successful AIDS fund raiser 
of the previous year. Beth El Binah (Dal· 
las) once again hosted a gala New Year's 
Eve bash at the Dallas Hilton to benefit 
AIDS service organizations on Texas 

• The needs of the Twin Cities' lesbian and 
gay Jews were discussed last fall when 
members of Beyt G'vurall (Minneapolis) 
participated in a meeting at the Min
neapolis Jewish Federation. 

• Trendwatchers with an eye on California· 
note that both Beth Chayim Chadashim 
(Los Angeles) and Slla'ar Zahav (San 
Frantisco) have created programs for 
congregants with children. BCC's "Par-

. · en1s··supp(frt.Group· and Sha'ar Zahav·s 
"Family Havurah" reflect the growing 
number of gay and lesbian Jews having 
children. 

• Members of Mishpachat Am (Phoenix) 
· fast fall were invited to celebrate Suikkot 
with congregants from Temple Beth Is
rael. Phoenix' leading Reform congrega
tion. A moonlit night illuminated gay and 
non-gay Jews under the Sukkah, sharing 
song, food. and ritual observance to
gether. 
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Last summer. Agvdah's Jerusalem 
women organized a women's p1cnic'iri.the 
Jerusalem forest. Some Sb women from ail 
regions of the country participated. As a 
result of that e11en1. the women agreed to 
use the Agudah as a communications link 
for the various women's groups in Israel. 

In other project areas. the Agudah has 
maintained a dialogue with different mu
nicipal police agencies in an effort io stem 
random police harrassment of gay people. 
A similar approach has been.undertaken 
with lhe personnel division of the Israel De
fense Forces. in order to "'!Onitor anti-gay 

· harrassment In the military. · · 
Modeled after similar programs in the 

United States. 'the Agudah's Committee for 
the War Againsl AIDS has trained a corps 
of volunteers to serve as "buddies" for 
AIDS patients who receive little or no sup
port from families or friends. 

The "Kav Halavan" (white phone) is the 
Agudah's five-year-old hotline which each 
year receives hundreds of calls-from gay 
men. lesbians. bisexuals, families and 
friends. Fifteen phone volunteers - all have 
completed a six-week training program
currenlly staff the anonymous "help line· 
offering information and referral, counsel
ing and crisis intervention. or simply an 
understanding ear. 

The challenge facing the Agudah is cer
tainly enormous. While social and political 
support remains minimal. Since the fear of 
disclosure keeps most gay Israelis from 
affiliating with the Agudah, the organization 
cannot sustain itself solely on the financial 
contributions of its relatively srnall member
ship. As a result. the board ol directors of 
the World Congress last summer passed 
a resolution encouraging each member or
ganization to raise funds within its group 
ro support the important work that the 
Agudah undertakes on behall of gay and 
lesbian Israelis. 

Individuals can earmark contributions to 
the Agudah through the New Israel Fund, 
a charitable agency which supports pro
gressive. grassroots Israeli groups who 
typically are passed over by traditional 
funding sources. 

The Agudall invites lesbians and ,gay 
men planning to visit Israel to u tilize "Israel 
Hospitality." a visitor outreach service. For 
information about places to go and things · 
to see, write to the Agudah before your visit 
(P.O. Box 16151 Tel Aviv 61161) ortelephone 
direct (03-230-752). 

Worild Congress 

Rabbi Furman 
continued from side 1 

Previously he was the Hiiiei director at 
the University of Southern California. as 

· well as a staff social worker w11h i..os 
Angeles· Jewisr1 Family Service. 

Or Chadash plans to emphasize the de
velopment of bo1h educa11ona1 and coun
seling programs under Rabbi Furman·s 
leadership, 

Congregants welcomed Rabbi Furman 
and his wife. Frida. an assistant prolessor 
of religious studies at Chicago's DePaul 
University. following the rabbi's first Sab· 
bath service wi th Or Chadash on De
cember 12. 

Or Clladash is now the fourth gay-cul· 
reach synagogue within the World Con
gress to enjoy the services of a rabbi. Beth 
Chayim Chadashim (Los Angeles) hired 
Rabbi Janet Ross Marder in 1983. and 
Sha'ar Zahav (San Francisco) hired Rabt>i 
Yoel Kahn in 198.S. Rabbi Linda Holtzman 
has been with Beth Ahavah (Philadelphia) 
since 1985. 

UAHCon AIDS 
continued from side 1 

In its memorandum. the Justice Depa11-
ment essentially held that because of fear 
that AIDS is contagious. employers who 
fire workers suffering from AIDS or AIDS-re
lated conditions would not be considered 
guilty of disability discrimination under 
Section 504 cl rne Rehabilitation Act. 

In its letter ro the Attorney General, the 
UAHC cited a statement by the Depart
ment of Health and Human Services that 
there is no medical or scientific evidence 
that lhe AIDS v irus is spread through 
casual contact 

·This statement has been reiterated by 
the director of the Centers for Disease Con
trol. as well as by the American Medical 
Assocationi," the UAHC leaders wrote. ad
ding: 

"Allowing employers to discriminate irra· 
tionally against AIDS sufferers does vio
lence to the fundamental Congressional 
purpose of protecting the handicapped in 
the numerous historical occasions on 
which lhey have been subject to fear. pre
judice and stereotyping. 

"In an open society. free access to infor
mation precludes the possibility of basing 
legal decisions on irrational fears. We, as 
J\'WS, are exceptionally aware of the moral 
danger implicit in such prejudicial deci
sion-making. Acknowledging this, we ex
pect of our government protections similar 
to those that are demanded of employers 
generally - that all decisions be rational 
and reasonably enforced. 

·we call upon the Justice Department to 
withdraw this opinion and reissue a state 
ment that reflects. current medical informa • 
lion about AIDS .• 

YES! I am proud to become a "Friend o~ 
the World Congress." My contribution en-
titles me to a one-year subscription to the. 
World Congress Digest. and helps support 
.programs of.public education.in. lhe light 
against prejudice. sexism, and homophObiai 
throughout the world. 
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lne're your sons and daughters, your 
'friends and relatives, your colleagues, 
employees and neighbors. 

We're fews. 

We're also lesbians and gay men. 



Someone close to you - a Jewish friend or family 
member - is a lesbian or gay man. 

And you probably don't know it. 

You also may not know about the pain, the fear, 
and the discrimination that so many lesbians and 
gay men encounter. 

We want you to know. 

A-; anti-semitism has been the source of Jewish oppression throughout history, 
so has homophobia (the hatred and fear of homosexuals) been the basis for 
the suffering of gay and lesbian people. 

An£/, like anti-semilism, homophobia persists today 

It persist<; in the forms of family and societal ostracism, physical violence, employ· 
ment and housing discrimination, unequal protection under the law, and the 
fear and shame which keep many lesbian and gay people "in the closer," hiding 
behind the mask'> which society cells them they muse wear. 

Many gay and lesbian Jews are shunned by their families. Some parents live in 
fear chat relatives or friends will "find out." Gay men and women often worry 
about the loss of their jobs if anti-gay bosses learn of their sexual orientation. 

In a 1980 study in the New York City area, over 20% of gay men and women 
reported that they had suffered discrimination because of their homosexuality 
in such areas of employment as hiring, promotion, or work evaluation, or had 
experienced harrassmenc on the job by superiors, co-workers or subordinates. 

Lesbians and gay men are five times more likely than the rest of the population 
to be the victims of physical violence: muggings or taunts in the street. 

It happens to all gay men and lesbians, regardless of age, regardless of occupation 
or economic background. 

jewisb lesbians and gay men are no exception. 



Gay Games, the olympics-style athletic competition held every four 
years in the gay and lesbian communil)~ prol''ides an opportunity for 
two j(!Wish athletes, ]orzatban and Ron, to renew their acquaintance 
as they represent Tel Afiit! and San Franci~co, rospectiL•ely. 

17' 
~re there really homosexualJews? 

Among Jews, there are gay and lesbian rabbis, counselors, teachers, lawyers, 
doctors, athletes, artists, bankers, and taxi drivers. 

There are nieces and nephews, grandchildren and uncles, parems and cousins, 
housewives, bachelors, neighbors and friends. 

>vu probably don't realize how many ]eu;isl:; gay men and lesbians you know, 
because they haven't told you about this part of themselves. They may be afraid 
to share this fact with you. 

Maybe they haven't told anyone. 

Gay men and lesbians are accustomed tO running up against prejudice and 
hostil ity just about everywhere they turn. They may fear that the widespread 
homophobia in our society has influenced your attitudes ac; well. They worry 
that you still believe the tired, old myths. 



MYfHl 
Gay men and lesbians are mentally ill. 

FACT 
Homosexuality is NOT an illness of any kind. In 1973 the American Psychiatric 
Association ruled that "homosexuality per se implies no impairment in judg
ment, stability, reliability or general social or vocational capabilities." The 
American Psychological Association and the American Medical Association 
likewise do not consider homosexuality ·an illness. In the past two decades, 
many scientific studies have shown that gay men and lesbians have NO greater 
incidence of mental illness than heterosexuals. To tbe extent that gay men 
and women experience emotional difficulties, it is often tbe result of 
homophobia. Homophobia destroys friendships, divides families, and poisons 
work environments. It makes a person fear and hate other human beings 
simply because they are homosexual. 

MYTH2 
Homosexuality is unnatural. 

FACT 
Homosexuality has been documented since the beginning of recorded history 
in all cultures and societies, among people of all ethnic, age, occupational, 
educational, and socio-economic backgrounds. Homosexuality occurs, coo, 
in most mammal groups. 

MYTH 3 
Homosexuality is a choice that people make. 

FACT 
Studies of thousands of gay (and non-gay) people have found that sexual 
orientation develops '·naturally" and at a very early age. The overwhelming 
number of gay men and lesbians feel that their homosexuality is deep-seated, 
not something they chose to be or not co be. The "choice" that gay people 
must make is whether to accept their sexual orientation, or to deny it, keep 
it a secret from others, and hate themselves for what they naturally were 
made to be. Researchers investigating che "theories of homosexuality" which 
were once espoused, including the overproceccive mother-weak father syn
drome, have never been able to find evidence to support those now discarded 
beliefs. 



Eighteen-month-old Joshua takes 
much of Jill's a11en1ion these days. 
Jill, with her lover Annie, are among 
the growing numbm of lesbians 
dJOosing to bave children. 

MYfH4 
Gay men are child molesters. 

FACT 
According to the FBI and the National Cemer on Child Abuse and Neglect, 
over 95% of all child sexual assaults are committed by heterosexual men 
with female children. Gay men and women have never been found tO be 
charaaeristically child molesters. 



MYfH5 
It's easy to tell a homosexual - the men are effeminate, lhe women are tough. 

FACT 
That some gay men ace or appear effeminate often makes them visible and 
"recognized" as being gay. The same holds true for so-called "masculine" 
women. However, not all effeminate men are gay, nor are all "masculine" 
women lesbians. Most gay men and women look, speak, and act no differently 
than heterosexual members of society, which is why it's so easy for most of 
chem to keep their sexual orientation a secret 

Many people continue to hold the mistaken belief chac homosexual men and 
women are unhappy being the gender that they are, and secretly wish they 
were a member of the opposite sex. This, too, is a myth, based on the frequent 
confusion of homosexuals with transvestites (people who enjoy dressing in the 
cl or hes of the opposite sex). In fact, transvestites are usually heterosexual males. 

MYfff 6 · 
Homosexuality causes AIDS and threatens society. 

FACT 
AIDS Is caused by a virus, not by any form of sexual activity. While it does 
affea many gay men, AIDS affects other groups as well. The high incidence 
of AIDS in Africa is found primarily within the heterosexual population. AIDS 
is not highly comagious. Scientific evidence has shown that it is not transmitted 
through the air, through sweat or saliva, or by casual contact. 

jeu1ish life and ritual contribute an important 
element to Betty and Marion's life together. 
Here tb<!y participate with other memb<!rs of 
their ~ynagogue in prayers under the Sukkah. 



-------·-----------

MYTH7 
Homosexuals are anti-family. 

FACT 
Gay men and women are a-; interested in close, loving relationships as any 
ocher group in socie()' A.., members of families, many enjoy warm, caring ties 
with their parents, their siblings, their children, and their extended family. 
When chis isn't true, it is usually homophobia which poisons the hearts and 
minds of family members, causing chem to feel suspicion, dislike, ·and fear 
cowards the gay or lesbian member. 

Most gay men and lesbians seek to establish for themselves a supportive, 
dose family unit through a committed primary relationship of their own. The 
negative stereotype of the "promiscuous homosexual" makes it easy to over
look the vase numbers of gay men and lesbians who enjoy warm, loving 
relationships. 

Enricbing tbe beauty of Sabbath and festival services tbrough their 
cboral perfonnances is how these lesbians and gay men contribute to 
the life of 1beir synagogue. 



MYI118 
There are no Jewish homosexuals. 

FACT 
There are perhaps as many as one million gay and lesbian Jews in the world. 
They come from family backgrounds ranging from the ultra-Orthodox to the 
modem Reform. They come from families rich and poor, happy and unhappy, 
families of divorce and families of enduring marriage. 

Since the early days of the "gay rights movement" in the seventies, gay men 
and lesbians in cities around the world have been forming religious, social, 
cultural, and political groups of their own. In 1980, 16 of these groups founded 
the World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations (WCGLJO). The 
WCGLJO strives primarily to challenge homophobia and sexism, particularly 
within the Jewish community, and to coordinate and support the organized 
movemenc of gay and lesbian Jews. ltS biennial international conferences 
draw hundreds of participants from around the world. 

Today, che WCGLJO includes nearly 30 member organizations from the United 
States, England, The Netherlands, Israel, and Canada. Some of these groups 
are synagogues (four are members of the Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations, the Reform synagogue movement in the United States). Other groups 
emphasize political, social, or cultural objectives. Four of the gay-outreach 
svnagogues employ fully-ordained rabbis. These are organizations of people 
who cherish their Judaism and contribute in a variety of ways to the Jewish 
(and secular) communities in which they reside. 

f not now, when? 

As member groups of the World Congress of Gay and Lesbian'jewish Organizations, 
we believe it's time we spoke to your organization, your synagogue, your chapter 
- to tell you more about ourselves, our hopes and dreams, and our place in 
the Jewish community. We believe that by creating new avenues for dialogue, 
we can learn from and about one another, and strengthen the bonds that enable 
us to strive together cowards the Jewish purpose of tikkun olam - the betterment 
of the. world. 

The WCGLJO offers a lively and interesting Speakers' Bureau which will tailor 
an educational program co the interests and needs of your organization. Don't 
remain misinformed about a segment of our Jewish People that numbers almost 
a million strong. Contact us today for more information. We're the World Congress 
of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations, Pose Office Box 881272, San Francisco, 
California 94188.' 




