
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax 

americanjewisharchives.org 

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992. 

Series E: General Alphabetical Files. 1960-1992 

Box 85, Folder 14, National Coalition against Pornography, 1986-
1988.



NATIONAL COALITION AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY INC. . ' 

Ju . 

N-CAP 0 800 Compton Road, Suite 9248 ° Cincinnati, Ohio 45231 o (513) 521-NCAP 
ART LINKLETTER 
Honorary Chairman 

JERRY R. KIRK, President 
RICHARD E. McLAWHORN, Esquire 
Executive Vice President & General Counsel 

September 9, 1986 

TOGETHER WE CARE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OFFICERS: 
OR. JERRY R. KIRK. PRESIDENT 
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OR. JOHN H. WHITE. VICE PRESIDENT 
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REV. LEWIS ABBOn 
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Mariena. Georgia 
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Presloenr. Missionary Church 
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REV. OR. MILTIADES B. EFTHIMIOU 
. Oirec!Oi ol ChurCll and Society 

Greek OfthoOox Arch<liocese ot North 
and South America. New York. N.Y. 

OR. B. EDGAR JOHNSON 
General Secretary. Churcn of lhe Nazarene 
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WILLIAM 0. SWINDELL 
P1esiden1. Cirizens tot Otcency Throogn Law 

Phoenix. Artiona 
OR. PAUL A. TANNER 

Execurive Secrtrary. Church ol God 
Anderson. Indiana 

BISHOP CLYOE E. VAN VALIN 
Free MerhOdisl Chu1ch ol NMh America 

Winona Lake. Indiana 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

REIO CARPENTER 
Pins.burgh teaoership Foundarion 

Ptlrsburgh. Pennsylvania 
OWEN COOPER 

Yazoo Cily. Mississippi 
OR. 0.0. EMERY 

General Suoerintencenl. Weslevan Church 
World Headq1J2Jters 

Mancn. Indiana 
WILLIAM P. KELLY. ESOUIRE 

f.8.1. Agenl. Rerired 
Miami . Florida 

OR . BILLY MELVIN 
Elel!CUlive Oi1ec1or. Na11onal Assn. ol Evangelicals 

Whearon. Illinois 
REV CLYDE C. MILLER 

Pas1or. F1:st Cnnstian Assemtlly of God 
Cincinnati. Ohio 

B. LLOVO POELMAN. ESQUIRE 
Ki"on. McConkie & Bushnell 

Salt Lake Cily. Ulah 
COY PRIVETTE 

Chrlsrlan Al:llon League 
Raleign. No"h Car()jina 

REV HUGH ROSENBERG 
PastOi. Tti·Counly Assembly ol God 

Fairt1eld. Ohio 
CLEOPATRA SEREMETIS 

Cincinnati. Ohio 
WILLIAM H. SHIPLEY 

Ametican Oirtcl Response Corp. 
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BISHOP GORDON THOMAS WALKER 
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KATHY WOODS 
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HOMER E. YOUNG. ESQUIRE 

F.8.1. Agenr. Retired 
Thousand Oaks. California 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th St . 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Marc: 

I'm writing you and the rest of the Steering Committee of the 
Religious Alliance Against Pornography to fill you i n on the process 
rel ated to the f ull page ad N-CAP will be placing in U.S . A. Today . 

In the conference cal l of the ~xecutive Committee last Thursday, 
a number of suggestions were made and then assigned to Cardinal 
Bernardin and me for revision and submission to the entire R.A.A .P . 
Executive Committee for i t s final r esponse . 

My purpose in writing you at this time is to clarify the primary 
revisions so that you will be able to pinpoint them immediately when 
you receive the final copy . The word "lies" has been replaced each 
time it appeared in the ad by the wor d "distortions . " In addition to 
that change, here are the other major ones: 

1) The three boxes quoting Governor Martin , Bill Kelly and Jim 
Dobson have been removed . 

2) The paragraph begi nning " Individual members of the Meese 
Commission," two paragraphs above the Bill Kelly quote, has been 
removed. 

3) Two sentences above has been revised to read as follows: "But 
even before the Meese Commission ' s final r eport was published , 
the pornography industry and its defenders launched a full scale 
attack against it" . 

4) The paragraph i mmediately above the ·Bill Kelly quote has been 
revised as follows: "Through a skillful public relations effort, 
the pornographers and their defenders have grossly misrepresented 
the Me~se Commission's Report and have distorted the facts about 
pornography and the First Amendment. 

5) The three headings in column 1 have been revised . Heading 1: 
"What Hardcore Pornographers Do" (remove question mark) Heading 
2: "Hardcore Pornographer s Are Distorting the Truth" Heading 3: 
"Distortions Hardcore Pornographers Want You to Believe - and the 
Facts You Need to Know" 

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
Edmund Burke.. 179S. 
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Dear Marc: 

JERRY A. KIRK. President 
RICHARD E. McLAWHORN, Esquire 
Execut ive Vice President & General Counsel 

September 9, 1986 

I'm sending the summary of our conference call l as t week 
i mmediately. Please give careful attention, not only to the openi ng 
paragraph, but also to my questi ons at ' the end and put on your 
schedule our conference call for September 18th. 

_Joseph Bernardin and I have talked extensively on r evi s i on of our 
ad . Those revi sions were helpful and have been incorporated al ong 
with some suggestions by Cardinal O'Connor and others . We are excited 
by t he results which will be in your hands in pri.nt · t his Friday. 

The enclosed letter will help you understand t hose changes more 
easi l y. My hope i s that all of us can unite on the basis of these 
r evisions. 

J RK/cc 

Enclosur es 

Wari\,y .yours, 

Je~Kirk 
Presi dent, Nati onal Coalition Against Pornography 
Chai rman, Religious Alliance Against Por nography 

" The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
Edmund Burke. r 795. 



Present: 

RELIGIOUS ALLIANCE AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL 

9/4/86 
Cardinal Bernardin 
Bill Frey 
Richard Lindsay 
Matt Parker 
Adrian Rogers 
Marc Tanenbaum 
Jerry Kirk excused : Eileen Lindner 

We began 18 minutes late, with all present except Eileen Lindner. In order to 
guard your time for future conference calls, I will send you a separate sheet that 
indicates the exact time of the call in your time zone, and we will make every 
effort to begin the call on time so that you can count on that. We will limit the 
call to 30 minutes, unless you choose to extend it 10 minutes, but whatever business 
we're not able to finish in that length of time will not be included. I cherish you 
and your leadership and am committed to honoring this covenant. 
1) Approval of Minutes of the Chicago Meeting: We acted to receive the Minutes as 
written with the assumption that if, after more careful study, anyone discovers an 
inaccuracy it will be raised at our next conference call . 

2) Job description of Committees: Motion passed that the job . des~riptions of each 
committee be accepted. 

3) Enlargement of the Executive Committee : Motion passed that we enlarge the 
Executive Committee to include greater balance and representation . Persons being 
added by action of the Committee are: Dr. Billy Melvin representing the National 
Association of Evangelicals, Dr. G. Raymond Carlson representing the Pentecostal 
movement, Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church, and a representative of 
the Synagogue Council of America. It was also moved that another woman be added in 
consultation with Mrs . Eileen Lindner; that another black leader and .an Hispanic 
leader be added i-n consultation with Matt Parker and others on the Executive 
Committee. Suggested were Bishop McKinney , Dr. William Jones, Rev. T.- J. Jemison 
and Bishop James .Hurst Adams, President of Black National Churches. 

4) USA Today Ad: Motion passed requesting Joseph Bernardin and Jerry Kirk to work 
on a revision of the newspaper ad as per the extensive discussion today, and that 
the final draft be run by the Executive Committee before moving ahead with it. 

5) Funding of RAAP: Motion passed to have N-CAP be legal custodian of funds to 
· facilitate and enable the ongoing work of RAAP as guided by the Executive Committee, 
(i.e., to place funds into a special account under RAAP and to draw upon that 
account as needed and as directed by the Executive Committee.) Such monies are to 
be used for the cost of phone calls, correspondence, and other miscellaneous 
expenses . 

6) D. C. Date: Jerry Kirk was requested to proceed with the White House through 
Carl Anderson in establishing a date as soon as possible. (I ' m having difficulty 
getting through to the White House, but will continue to follow through.) 

Additional Information: Thursday mornings were discussed as a good time for 
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our conference calls. 

I will proceed with a follow up letter to all of our Steering Committee. 

Future questions for your consideration: a) Should we have some stationery so 
that my correspondence for the Religious Alliance Against Pornography does not go 
out under N-CAP stationery? b). Should the stationery have the names of the Steering · 
and Planning Committee on it? c) Should we enlarge the Inviting Committee, sine~ 
there were some major denomina t ions that were not involved in either the New York or 
Chicago meetings (i .e. , presidents of LutheraQ denominations , leader of the United 
Church of Christ and leaders of Black denominations, and a leader in the native 
American community , as per Matt Parker's suggestions)? d) Is there any other 
further guidance we want to give Bill Fr~y and the Program Committee relative to the 
Strategy Conference? 

Plans are moving ahead powerfully for the ad. 

I ' m scheduling a conference call for Thursday, September 18th at 9:30 a.m. 
Eastern Daylight time . Please give the enclosed sheet to your secretary and reserve 
the· time. 
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6) Under the heading , "Distortions Hardcore Pornographers Want You to Believe" 
and the Facts You· Need to Know", what was lie No . 2 has become distortion No. 
l, what was lie No. 3 has become distortion No. 2 and what was lie No • . 1 has 
become distortion No. 3. 

7) The box that includes our -names has a one sentence introduction about the 
Religious Alliance Against Pornography and our state~ent from Cardinal 
O' Connor's in New York City, rather than the abbreviated five statements 
formerly listed at the. head of the box. (See enclosure . ) 

Twenty:....four persons nave already indicated their willingness .to participate in 
the ad without these revisions. However, we have attempted to be sensitive to the 
concerns of each person and want to move ahead together insofar as possible. We 
hope these revisions will mpke it possible for you to participate with us. The 
printed full page ad as revised will be sent to you by Federal Express Thursday, and · 
should arrive on Friday, September 12th . 

Enclosures 

Yo rs, 

r . Kirk 
sident , Nati onal Coaljti on Against Pornography 

Chairman, Religious Alliance Against Pornography 



CENTER BLOCK FOR AD 

These religious leaders have come together to form the Religious Alliance 

Against Pornography (RAAP) and issued the following statement: 

As religious leaders, we believe in the inherent dignity of each human 

being. Created in God's image and likeness, the human pers0n is the clearest 

reflection of God's presence among us. Because human life is sacred, we all have 

.a duty to develop the kind of societal environment that protects and fosters its 

development. This is why we address a broad .range of life-threatening· and life

diminishiQg is~ues. These assaults on human life and dignity are all distinct, 

each requiring its own moral analysis and solution. But they must .be confronted 

as elements of a large picture. 

The purpose of the RAAP is to bring .into clear focus a major factor in the 

assault on human dignity and the consequent dehumanization that it. promotes: 

hardcore and child pornography. This concern brought us together following the 

release of the Report of the Attorney General's Commission on Pornography. We are 

in unanimous agreement that hardcore and child pornography, which are not 

protected by .the Constitution, are evils which must be eliminated. 

As religious leaders, our primary responsibility is to teach and motivate. 

We can and must help people understand the moral dimensions of the problem of 

hardcore and child pornography and what their responsibility is in this regard, 

while fully respecting freedom of expression guaranteed by the First Amendment. 

In particular, we wish to make it clear that we do not and will not advocate 

"censorship". Our understanding of censorship implies actions being taken against 

materials wh i ch are protected ·by the First Amendment. 

(over) 
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As teachers, we will do all in our power to proclaim the truth of human 

dignity and freedom, and to promote the God-given human values needed for the 

moral health of our society. Given the information and motivation, people will do 

what is necessary to affect public policy . 

The membership of RAAP, representing a broad spectrum of America's religious 

community, is an indication of the seriousness of the problem and our commitment 

to addressing it . This represents the beginning of an ongoing process which will 

facilitate greater cooperation on this vital issue among religious bodies . 

We hereby subscribe to this communique as responsible ·individuals and 

religious leaders with the understanding that we do not necessarily speak for our 

entire constituencies . 

9/9/86 



RAAP Conference Call for the Executive Committee 

The next Confer ence call will be September 18th, 9:30 AM Eastern 
Daylight Time. 

The call will come to your off ice at ~~~-C)~.',3;__0~~~~ 

Please gi v e this to your secretary . 

ssb 
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TOGETHER WE CARE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OFFICERS: 
DR. JERRY R. KIRK. PRESIDENT 

Co·Pas1or. College Hill Presbyterian Church 
-Cincinnati. Ohio 

OR. JOHN H. WHITE. VICE PRESIDENT 
Chaplain. Geneva College 

Beaver Falls. Pennsylvania 
SARAH S. BLANKEN. SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Assislant to the President 
Cincinnali. Ohio 
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REV. LEWIS ABBOTT 
Pas1or. Piedmont Baptist Church 

Mariella. Georgia 
OR. LEONARD DeWITT 

President. Missionary Church 
fl . Wayne. Indiana 

REV. OR. MILTIADES B. EFTHIMIOU 
. Director of Church and Socie1y 

Greek Or1hodox Archdiocese of NO<lh 
and South America. New York. N.Y. 

OR. B. EDGAR JOHNSON 
General Secretary. Church of the Nazarene 

Kansas City. Missouri 
WILl lAM 0. SWINDELL 

Presiden1. Citizens for Decency Through Law 
PhOenix. Arizona 

OR. PAUL A. TANNER 
Executive Secretary. Church of God 

Anderson. Indiana 
BISHOP CLYDE E. VAN VALIN 

Free Me1h0dis1 Church of NOrlh America 
Winona Lake. Indiana 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

REID CARPENTER 
Pillsburgh l eadership Foundalion 
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OWEN COOPER 

Yazoo Cily. Mississippi 
OR. 0.0. EMERY 

General Superinlendent. Wesleyan Church 
wond Headquaners 

Marion. Indiana 
WILLIAM P. KEllY. ESQUIRE 

F.8.1. Agenl. Relired 
Miami . Florida 

OR. BILl Y MELVIN 
E~urlve Oirec1or. National Assn. of Evangel icals 

Whealon . Illinois 
REV. CLYDE C. MILl ER 

Paslor. Firs! Chrislian Assembly ol God 
Cincinna1i. Ohio 

8. LLOYD POELMAN. ESQUIRE 
Kirlon . McConkie & Bushnell 

Sall Lake Ci1y. u1ah 
COY PRIVETTE 

Chrisllan Action League 
Raleigh. NO/lh carolina 

REV. HUGH ROSENBERG 
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KATHY WOODS 

Clncinnali. Ohio 
HOMER E. YOUNG . ESQUIRE 

F.B.I. Agenl. Relired 
Thousand Oaks. California 

Rabbi Mar c H. Ta nenbaum 
American J ewish CoOllilittee 
165 East 56th St . 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Marc: 

Enclosed is the finalized ad for U.S.A. Today. We are very 
pleased. Thank you for your many suggestions that have l ed t o this 
r esult. We believe the ad has been strengthened c0nsi derably by ouf 
joint efforts. I par ticularly want to thank Cardinals Bernardin and 
O' Connor and Bishop Malone for their hel p. 

We will include your name in the ad as printed unless you call us 
to the contrary, no later than Monday, September 15th. This wi ll 
simpli fy our proc~ss and will save further time -and money. 

We believe that it is extremely important to get t his message out 
to the nation. In the process our highest pr i ority has been to guard 
the i ntegrity of our group, and to clarify the i ssues . 

I'm encl osing a copy of my September 9th letter in order t o help 
you quickly pinpoint the most important changes . 

Let me give you a brief update on another matter . Communi ca t i ons 
by the Religious Alliance Against Pornography with the White House and 
the Attorney General are delayed temporarily until the Attorney 
General gives his public respons·e to the Commi ssion' s Repor t. We hope 
t o have somethi ng concrete to report to you soon . 

JRK/cc 
Encl osure 

Sh lorn , 

r y • Kir k 
Pr ident , Na t ional Coalit i on Agains t Pornography 
Chai rman, Religious Alliance Against Por nogr aphy 

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
Edmund Burke. 1795. 
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Thousand Oaks. Calilornia 

ART LINKLETTER 
Honorary Chairman 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th St. 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Marc: 

August 27, 1986 

JERRY R. KIRK, President 
RICHARD E. McLAWHORN, Esquire 
Executive Vice President & General Counsel 

The enclosed Minutes from the Chi cago meeting at Cardinal 
Bernardin ' s will bring you and each member of the· Steering Committee 
(those who gathered in New York City at Cardinal O'Connor's) and the 
Planning Committee (those who gathered at Cardinal Bernardin's in 
Chicago) up to date on what was accomplished in Chicago. I want to 
express my own personal appreciation to you and to each person who is 
willing to serve on the Planning Commi ttee . I believe that we have 
accomplished a great deal and that we are well on our w~y toward the 
conferences in Washington, D. C. 

We are working diligently ·to establish dates for the Washington 
Conferences. We know how difficult it is for you to keep schedules 
flexible. Therefore, I am asking Cardinal O'Connor to call President 
Reagan personally to try to establish the dat~ of our time with the 
President and the At torney General . As soon as we have that date we 
will communicate to you immediately. 

I am asking you to do three things as qui ckly as possible: 1) 
Please send me the names, titles, full addresses and phone numbers of 
persons whom you know personally and whom ·you believe ought to be 
invited to the White House Briefing (which is l imited to 210) and to 
the Strategy Conference immediately following, in light of the 
guidelines which have been suggested. 2) Please notice in the Minutes 
the subjects that need to be dealt with and put into writing persons 
whom you believe could speak to those specific subjects. 3) Please 
indicate one or two ways that you believe you could help in preparing 
for and in leading those two conferences. 

It will help me immensely if I can hear from you within one 
week. I am planning a conference call with the Executive Committee 
this coming Thursd?y, September 4. If you have special suggestions to 
come before that Executive Committee, please call Sarah Blanken or me 
at (513) 521-6227 by Wednesday afternoon or one of the other members 
of the Executive Committee, so that your thoughts can be brought 
before the entire Executive Committee. 

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
Edmund Burke. 1795. 
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You will note from the Minutes of our Planning Committee meeting at Cardinal 
Bernardin's that I have been asked to serve as Chairman of the Executive Committee. 
Bill Frey has been asked to serve as Chairman of the Program .Committee for our 
Strategy Conference, and I am asking Billy Melvin to serve as Chairman of the 
Invitation Committee. A job description of each of the committees is enclosed. 

In preparation for the conference call, I'm asking you . as a member .of the 
Executive Committee to please re-read items Ba on page 3 through item 13 on page 5 of 
the Chicago agenda (those pages enclosed), and be ready to make any specific 
suggestions that you want to make relative to those items . We will not discuss them 
in length , but we do want to receive any suggestions that you would have relative to 
any of those specific items. The conference call is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 
Thursda y, Eastern time . 

You will receive under separate cover _a copy of the proposed ad which the 
National Coalition Against Pornography is hoping to run in U. S. A. Today. As I 
wrote you earlier, we are hoping to include in that ad reference to our agreement at 
Cardinal O'Connor's home and five specific statements growing out of our communique, 
which we r eleased to the Press as follows : 1) We celebrate the First Amendment and 
its protection of freedom of speech . 2) We are against censorship of legall y 
protected speech. 3) We are for vigorous enforcement of the federal, state and local 
laws against illegal pornography that involves children. 4) We are for vigorous 
enforcement of the federal, state and local laws against illegal obscene materials 
that promote rape, degradation, and humiliation of women. S) We invite all who love 
children, all who are concerned about violence toward women, all who care about the 
health of the family unit to join together against child pornography and illegal hard 
core pornography. I wi ll be writing you and asking you to call our office if you do 
not want your name included in that ad and to check your title and spelling of your 
name for those of you who wish to be included. We believe it is essential that we 
get the word out to the entire nation about o~r concern and the unusual alliance that 
has come together . 

God has given us an unusual bonding and friendship. I look forward to whatever 
it is He w·ould accomplish through us. 

JRK/cc 

Sincerely , 

hirk 
President , National Coalition Against Pornography 
Chairman , Religious Alliance Against Pornography 



MINUTES 
RELIGIOUS ALLIANCE AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY 

Attendees: Dr. Gordon Bacon 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Dr. Raymond Carlson 
Elder Loren Dunn 
Bishop Bill Frey 
Dr. John Houck 
Dr. Ray Hughes 
Bishop Isaiah 
Dr. Jerry Kirk 
Dr. Eileen Lindner 
Dr. Richard Lindsay 
Mr. Matt Parker 
Dr. Adrian Rogers 
Dr. Jack Stanton 
Bishop Clyde Va~ Valin 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 

Opening Preparation 

Cardinal Bernardin's Home, 
Chicago , Illinois 

August 19, 1986 

Staff: Mrs. Edmund Blanken 
Sister Joy Cleaf 
Mr . Tom Harrison 
Mr . Richard McLawhorn 

Excused Absences: 
Bishop George Bashore 
Dr. William Jones · 
Bishop George McKinne 
Dr. Billy Melvin 
Rabbi Henry Michelman 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

Cardinal Bernardin opened the meeting by welcoming the attendees. He 
indicated that this Planning Meeting grew out of the New York meeting and was 
preparatory to a White House Briefing and a Strategy Conference. 

Rev. Jerry Kirk read ·scripture, and Bishop Clyde Van Valin led us in prayer. 

A motion passed that the proposed _agenda distributed prior to the meeting 
become the working agenda. 

Summary of Prior Actions 

In Rabbi Tanenbaum's absence, Jerry Kirk summarized the actions of the New 
York meeting which was held July 25. He indicated there was unanimous agreement 
that our focus would be hard core pornography and child pornography. The New York 
group asked for a meeting in the White House for approximately 200-210 religious 
leaders for several purposes: learning about the report by the Attorney General ' s 
Commission on Pornography , learning the Attorney General's and President ' s 
responses, speaking about our concerns, and providing time for genuine interaction 
with the President and Attorney General. The White House gathering would then be 
followed by a Strategy Conference with a larger group meeting near the White 
House. 

Importance of Strategy Conference 

The question was then raised about which meeting we were keying our 
deliberations around ~ the White House meeting, or the Strategy Conference? 
Which would receive priority? There was extensive discussion on this issue, with 
general agreement that we must be flexible enough to make the White House meeting 
a possibility. A motion was passed that the primary emphasis would be on the 
Strategy Conference, but the meeting in the White House will be a corollary and 
important part of our work. 
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We Move Ahead to Mobilize Denominations 

The question was raised about who had ultimate responsibility for planning 
the meetings and setting dates, times , etc . After considerable discussion, there 
was general agreement that we should keep the initiative and not let someone else 
take charge of our efforts. The report by the Attorney General's Commission was a 
government report recommending ·action by government, and it should be their 
business to implement the recommendations in the report. Thus, our approach to 
the appropriate governmental officials is that: (1) we want to thank you for the 
work of the Administration against pornography and for the report by the 
Commission; (2) we support implementation of the primary recommendations by the 
Commission; and (3) we are eager to learn what you will do toward implementing 
those recommendations. Our philosophy should be that we are ready to lead and 
mobilize denominational leaders to focus on child pornography and hard core 
pornography that promotes the rape and degradation of women. 

Committee Responsibilities 

The discussion then proceeded .to the subject of establishing committees and 
sub-committees, with the first subject being a committee to plan for the 
Washington meetings. It was noted that many of the religious groups have offices 
in Washington that usually do the leg-work for larger meetings which occur there. 
We should use these r esources. 

A motion passed for Bishop Bill Frey to chair the Program Committee for the 
Strategy Conference . 

Executive Committee 

A motion was passed to choose an Executive Committee from the Planni ng 
Committee to work on the White House Briefing plans and report back to the 
Planning Committee . 

A motion was also passed authorizing the Executive Committee to determine 
policy matters after this meeting concluded . The Executive Committee will meet by 
conference call. 

A motion was passed that Jerry Kirk serve on the Executive Committee. The 
question was raised as to whom the Executive Committee is r esponsible. It was 
assumed that the group which met in New York is the "Steering Committee." The 
Steering Committee authorized this meeting of the "Planning Committee." These two 
groups represent the moral authority for us all, and are the groups to which the 
Executive Committee reports and to whom they are responsible. A motion was passed 
that the Executive Committee was responsible to the Planning and Steering l 
committees. It was suggested that the Steering Committee and Planning Committee 
should meet in Washington just prior to our White House Briefing in order to act , 
upon any recommendations from the Executive Committee . 
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The membership of the Executive Committee was t~en discussed. A motion was 
passed that the following in~ividuals will serve on the Executive Committee: 

Joseph Bernardin 
Bill Frey 
Jerry Kirk 
Eileen Lindner 

Richard Lindsay 
Matt Parker 
Adrian Rogers 
Marc Tanenbawn 

A motion was passed designating Jerry Kirk Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

Relationship with National Coalition Against Pornography 

There was general agreement that this group (which was named the Religious 
Alliance Against Pornography later in the day) should not be identified as an 
N- CAP group. It was noted clearly that the Alliance was working with N-CAP and N
CAP has been and is providing its staff resources, but the Alliance ·is broader 
than N-CAP. A motion was passed that the Alliance gratefully accepts and 
acknowledges N-CAP 's staff resources. Clarification about financial matters needs 
to be developed more clearly in the future . 

N-CAP staff expressed the commitment to be a servant in similar ways that 
others are called upon to serve. N- CAP is a participant in the team in the same 
way as any of the denominational and ecumenical groups can be participants. We are 
using N-CAP's staff to help facilitate the Alliance ' s work. The Executive 
Committee will use other people and resources as well, just as it is using the 
facilities of Cardinal Bernardin today. 

There was general agreement ~ith the foregoing ideas, and with the idea that 
N-CAP by necessity be the organization to receive funds to facilitate the 
Alliance's present activity. The Executive Committee is authorized to decide how 
these and other details are implemented. 

After lunch, Jerry Kirk explained N-CAP's future work for our information in 
order to clarify the two hats he is wearing and in order not to produce questions 
and confusion in the future, including a direct mail campaign, an advertisement in 
the national news media, and a television special . N-CAP and the Alliance are 
going down parallel tracks -- months ago N-CAP had adopted a focus on hard core 
and child pornography, long before the report by the Attorney General's Commission 
was issued and long before the New York meeting on July 25. Therefore, the goals 
of N-CAP ~nd this group are similar and N-CAP will also be pursuing its work which 
it has been planning for over six months, while being sensitive to the integrity 
of the two groups . 

The meeting then broke down into committees, with the Program Committee for 
the Washington meeting and the Executive Committee holding separate meetings . 

Program Committee Report 

The Committee reported on the following: 

''The purpose of our Strategy Conference in Washington, D. C. is to inform, 
mobilize and equip, through the religious communities in America, all conce 
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rned citizens in an effort to eliminate hard core and child pornography which 
depicts sexual involvement of children with other children and adults and depicts 
violence, rape and degradation of women. We make this statement wit h full 
commitment to the freedom of expression guaranteed by the First Amendment"." 

A motion was P.assed to adopt this statement. 

We also want to give visibility to the Alliance and eal.l together the higher 
echelons of denominational leaders, making sure the Conference has broad 
representation of all gro~ps. The Conference is to be a consciousness-raising 
event, and at the same time mobilizing and equipping . Sociological, moral and 
First Amendment issues .should be considered. 

Suggested dates for the Conference: First Choice, October 23, 24; 
Second Choice, October 27, 28; and Third Choice, November 10, 11. Size of the 
Conference to be 300-400 persons, with opportunity for small group interaction. 
It should ~ot be necessary to convince why, but instead to focus on how, with 
strategies for implementation to be a high priority • . Jerry Kirk was appointed 
chairman of the event. 

Executive Committee Report 

The Executive Committee reported on its recommendation for a name, and the 
following title was adopted: Religious Alliance Against Pornography. 

Purpose of the Alliance is contained in the attached Policy Statement. 

The group expressed its gratitude to God for the gracious hospitality of 
Cardinal Bernardin, and requested that the Minutes reflect their appreciat ion. 

A press briefing fo.llowed with these persons speaking for the Alliance: 
Jerry Kirk, Eileen Lindner, Mordecai Waxman, Adrian Rogers, Matt Parker, Bill 
Frey, Richard Lindsey and Cardinal Bernardin. Jerry Kirk moderated the press 
bri efing. 



POLICY STATEMENT OF THE RELIGIOUS 
ALLIANCE AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY 

The Religious Al~iance Against Pornograp~y was formed by a .broad 
group of religious leaders who represent approximately 150 million 
Americans. Each of these leaders respects the First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution and suppor~s the protection it provides to 
legitimate speech as established by de~isions of the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

All of the leaders have deep concerns. about a number of issues 
facing American society . Coming from different backgrounds and 
philosophies, the leaders have a diversity of views on many of these 
issues. However, they are united on their view of child and hard core 
pornography are illegal and are evils which must be eliminated. 

Thus, whtle acknowledging that they may have different views on 
some issues, they have agreed to take the extraordinary step of setting 
aside those differences and uniting as ~he Religious Alliance Against 
Pornography. The sole purpose of the Alliance is to mobilize America's 
religious community agaipst child pornography which involves children 
sexually with adults and with each other, and pornography which promotes 
violence and the abuse, rape and degradation of women. Essentially, 
this is child and hard core pornography. 

The ideological basis for their unity is contained in the attached 
communique which was issued in New York on July 25 . 



COMMITTEES OF RELIGIOUS ALLIANCE 
AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY 

The Executive Committee is responsbile for policy 
decisions not already established in preparation for 
the White House Briefing and Strategy Conference. It 
is also responsible for details related to the White 
House Briefing . Jerry Kirk , Chairman. 

The Steering Committee (those who met in New York 
City at Cardinal O'Connor's home) and the Planning 
Committee (those who met in Chicago at Cardinal 
Ber nardin's home) are together the invitating committee 
to the White House Briefing and the Strategy Conference 
immediately following. 

The Invitational Committee is responsible for 
finalizing the principles to guide us and the lists of 
those who wili be invited to the White House Briefing, 
and those who will be invited to the Strategy 
Conference immediately following. Billy Melvin, 
Chairman. 

The Program Committee is responsible for planning 
and implementing the Strategy Conference . Bill Frey, 
Chairman. 
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PROPOSED AGENDA - AUGUST 19, 1986 MEETING KI CARDJNAL BERNARDIN' S 

1. Welcone an~ greeting by Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 

2. Introductions of each person -- name, denominational responsibilities, and 
hopes for. this meeting . 

3. Opening prayer - ·Bishop Bill Frey 

4. Adoption of working agenda 

· 5. Restatement of our stated focus and actions of the New York meeting -
Rabbi Tanenbaum 

6. Suggested ~ line - with some flexibility: 

11:00 - 12:15 Total group 
12: 15 - 1:00 Lunch 
1: 00 - 1.: 30 Total group 
1:30 . - 3:00 Sub-Ccmnittees 
3:00 - 4:00 Reports to Planning c.orrmittee for 

Action and Imolem:ntation 
4:00 Adjouument_ -

7. Decisions that need to be made by the Plaiming Com:nittee: 

a. Establish policies to guide us as a corrmi..ttee in preparation for the 
White House Briefing and the Strategy Conference . 

1) Determine the s$-ca:rmittees needed to prepare for those meetings. 

a) Executive Comnittee - Policy decisiOI)S after this meeting 
- Public Relations decisions 
- "White House Liaison 

·b) Program Conmittee for the Strategy Conference 

c) Logisti cs Conmittee for the Strategy Conference 

d) Invitee Corrrnittee e) Other .. . . 

2) Choose the area in which we are rrost interested. 

a) Suggested Executi'Ve Corrmittee: Joseph Bernardin, Bill Frey, 
Richard Lindsey, Eileen Lindner, Matt Parker, 
Adrian Rogers, ~..arc Tanenbaum. 

- Meetings by conference call. 
3) Detennine the decision process after this meeting: 

a) Should the Executive Corrmittee determine policy and public relations 
matters after this reeting? 

b) What responsibilities do we want to_ give the Executive c.onmittee? 

c) What responsibilities do we want to give the Chainnan of the 
Plamri.ng Corrmittee? 

Pap,e -1-
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3) continued 

d) What responsibilities do we want to give the sub-corrmittee 
chairperson?::: .. The st.ib-corrmi.ttees? 

e) How are we accomtable to each other as the Planning c.otrrriittee 
and to the Steering Qmnittee if .we adopt that nomenclature? 

4) Choose acting chairpersons for the sub-corrmittees and clarify the 
areas of greatest :inq;>ortance for their consideration. 

a) Executive Ca:mrrittee: White House Ll.aisdn 

b) Strategy Conference: Logistics C'..orrmittee 

c) Strategy Conference: Program Corrmittee 

d) Invitee Sub-Corrmittee 

5) Clarify what we are asking Jerry Kirk, as Chairman, and the staff of 
N-CAP to do for us and .how we want to interface with N-CAP. 

a) I am wearing two hats . I want to wear them .in the way you 
want ne to. 

b) We are willing to staff the sub- conmittees if that is your desire .. 

c) . We can work as partners to the Cornni ttee Chairman, with us pro
viding staff services to the Chairman - - as initiators with the 
Chairman, etc .... or all of the above. We want you to deter
mine this. 

d) We believe that N-CAP and the "Nsv York Gathering" Steering 
cormrittee are going chm ·two parallel tracks with the sane purpose 
and with similar priorities and compatible program. 

(1) We will not pursue our N-CAP agenda with this group tmless 
that becomes your decision. 

(2) We will explain our agenda if that is your desire, so you 
can see how they interface. 

(3) We are so totally corrmitted to how God has led us together 
and in the decisions of Ne;., York that we do not feel the 

(4) 
need to speak to #(2) unless that seems to you to be helpful. 

We do believe that public relations is ·~ ·important at 
·this time because of what the ACLU has e to cloUd the 
issues related to the Attorney General's Corm:rission's Report, 
and because of Lsw suits by pornographers and the Gray Proposal 
which I have enclosed. * 
We believe such public relations need to be done by us as a 
group (Planning Corrmittee and Steering Comnittee), as well as 
by N-CAP. 

6) Take action on a possible full-page ad in USA TQ}}\Y for which N-CAP 
and Focus on t;he Family would pay. 

a) rs the concept right? 
b) Is the content right? 
c) Is the timing right? 

;"( enclosure 
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7) Shduld we have a press release growing out of our rreeting in order 
to build on the. tlDireiltum that has already begun? 
If not, whY not? If so, who should write that and present it to us 
for action? · 

8) Establish policies for choo~ing invitees to the White House Briefing: 

a) fu we want to focus on denominational leaders? (i.e., highest 
executive officers and elected officials, or their official 
representatives where they want to attend? 

b) Is our goal to have the 100 strongest denominations or to have 
every denarirl.na.tion represented? 

c) Do we want to have proportional representatior:t based in some way 
on size of the denomination?. 

d) Do we want to ask a sub-comn:i..ttee to discuss this and bring 
recorrrrendations, or proceed on the basis of thes~ guidelines? 

9) 'What other things do we want our sub- conmi.ttee on the White House 
Briefing to .tltj.nk through? 

a) What suggestions do we want to make to the White House leader
ship as we prepare for the Briefing? 

(1) Do we assune that the focus of the \.Jhi.te House Briefing is 
the Attorney General ' s Com:ilission' s Report? 

- fu we want to hear from experts on the First Alrendnelt 
and the Law against Cbscenity? 

- Do we want to hear the basis for finding harm from child 
pornography and hard core material ~t prorrotes violence 
and degradation of worren? 

- Do we want to hear from Jim Dobson and Bruce Ritter from 
the· Com:ilission? Others? 

- fu we want to hear from the Attorney General and what he 
is going to do about the problem of pornography? 

- Do we want to speak our concerns to him? 

- Do we want to hear from the President? IX> we want to have 
spokespersons speak on our behalf to him? If so, 
should they do it privately or in front of the group? 

b) If we decide that we want spokespersons, how would we choose them? 

c) Do we want any time for interaction with one another as religious 
leaders ~the White House briefing? · 

d) Should we send representatives to go and rreet with the Attorney 
General from this rreeting to outline our concerns and what we 
think the neeting ought to include? 

e) Should we send a telegram from this rreeting to the President 
and to the Attorney General, from the Steering and Planning 
O:mnittees? If so, who should Write it? 
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g) 
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Should we corrbine the narres of the Steering O:mmittee (those who 
net in New York City) and the Planning c.orrmittee (those ueeting . 
today or corrmitted to work~ the Planning Corrtni.ttee), as the 
official group inviting .the denominational leaders to the White 
House Briefing? 

Is this ·our meeting that we are requesting of the White House, 
or is this .-:the Piesiderit' s ·meetin to which we are being invited? 
What are the adVaritages and disa~tages of each approach? 
How can we best function ina partnership? 

10) Establish policies for choosing invitees to the Strategy Conference. 
The assunption from our New York ~eting is that we will invite de
nominational leaders to the Strategy Cmtference who are responsible 
for program implementation in the areas of social concern., family 
life, and pornography. 

a) Do we want to focus on the 100 strongest denomina~ions, or 
do we want to seek to include all who send tlleir top leaders 
to the' 'White HOuse Briefing? · 

b) Should our invitation to top denominational officials and elected 
leaders include urging them to attend the Strategy Conference 
as well, and to encourage their staff persons' invol ve,rr:ent? 

c) Should they be the ones who choose those from their denomination 
to be invited, so those best able to strategize and implement the 
plan in their denominations will be in attendance? It is assurred 
that each denomination will proceed in a way consistent with their 

. goverrnrental structure and style of leadership. 

d) Do we want to limit the nunber of those invited or should we let 
that be determined by the size of the facilities available, and 
the program? 

e) Are there any other guidelines we want to suggest to the Sub
comnittee on .Invitees? 

f) Ib we want to ask our sub-corrmi.ttee to discuss this and bring 
back recornrrendations, or shoUld they proceed in light of these 
guidelines? 

11) The Program c.omTii.ttee for the Strategy Confer~ce: 

a) What knowledge base do the conferees need about pornography 
in order to be able to strategize effectively? 

- About the content of pornography and evidence for the 
harI!l..ful effects. of hard core violent pornography? 

- About the First Arrenc:lrrent and illegal obscene material? 

- About the Attorney General's Corrmission's Report? 

- What materials could we have them study? 

b) Ib we want to televise to the hotel the ueeting in the White House? 
(It is anticipated to be approx. 4 hours.) 
Would this provide a corrm:m foundation of knowledge that i s 
necessary? Would this make them feel nnre a part of the _er-:tire 
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event or would it make them feel like second-class citizens? 
Would it lose its paver througp video? 
Should we have live speakers at the hotel at the sarIE tine? 
Or should that rreeting begin at the close of the· lhlte House 
Briefing and have them catch the spirit of it through those 
who. attended? 

· c) l.Jhat ratio between speakers and conferee interaction do we want? 

d) What speakers do we want? 

e) What suggested strategies· do we want to present? 

f) What process of individual preparation prior to the rreeting, 
discussion at the ireeting, and opportunities for developi!ig 
action steps provides the greatest participation, energy, 
and <Mnership? 

g) Who do we want to lead the Conference? 

h) Rav can we best utilize the gifts of those who serve on our 
Plarming O:mnittee and on our Steering Qxrmittee? 

i) Do we want the Attorney General or the President to speak to 
this Conference? 

j) Do we want a corrq:xment that allows persons from major cities 
who could bee.one rrobilizers of broad and responsible leadership 
to participate? If this were possiple without disrupting the 
denominational focus, it would greatly facilitate rrobilizing teams 
of responsible, balanced, and con;iassionate leaders in cities 
across the nation. 

- The denominational plan facilitates building the rrove:rrent 
from the top, down. 

- ·The city leadership m:>del encourages building the uoverrent 
from the grass roots, up. 

- The two could corrpler:rent one another. 

12) Do we want to encourage leaders in the business comm.mi ty to rise up 
against hard core pornography that involves the sexual abuse of 
children and WOIIEn? 

13) Do we want to encourage leaders in the sports world and entertainment 
field to join together in the battl e against hard core pornography? 

8/9/86 JRK/cl 
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TOGETHER WE CARE 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th St.. 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

· August 11 , 1986 

I am deeply thankful to you and praise God that you are willing to serve 
on our Planning Committee in preparation for the White House Briefing and 
·the Strategy Conference immediately following. I believe that we are 
part of an unfolding miracle of God's grace and your participation with 
us makes it even more so, 

I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Cardinal Bernardin summarizing our 
New York meeting and its decisions; a copy of our Communique, and a copy 
of our brain-storming suggestions by that Steering Committee to us. I 
believe that you will want to study these carefUlly so that you will 
'better understand the roots from which we come to this meeting. This 
should make your participation .with us most valuable. 

I am also enclosing a suggested Agenda for guidance in our focus and use 
of time. Suggestions for changes and additions are welcome. 

It has been suggested that I try to summarize the essence of our last 
meeting in writing. I believe that God has brought us together in a 
campaign of compassion out of concern for the well-being of children, 
young people, the safety of women, the sexualization of men, and the 
health of families. We have agreed to focus on child pornography which 
involves children sexually with adults and each other, and pornography 
which promotes violence and the abuse, rape, and degradation of women. 
This is essentially child pornography and hard core pornography. 

Many of us , if not all, have deep concerns about all kinds of 
pornography, but we have purposely chosen to focus and unite the 
religious community around this focus in the context of our commitment to 
the First Amendment and its protection of legally protected speech. 

We also believe, as the Gallup Poll proves, that the overwhelming 
majority of Americans agree with us. And we believe that if this is our 
focus, we can unite Americans of good will, decency and faith in this 
effort. It is no longer a conservative, moderate or liberal issue. It 
is for all people who care about children and family life. 

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
• Edm...nd Burke. 1795. 
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And these concerns are very similar to the major recommendations of the 
Attorney General's Commission. While we have not agreed on all of the· 

·recommendations, we found an overwhelming consensus on the primary focus 
of the Commission's Report. 

The White House Briefing is our attempt to bring the leaders of the 
denaninations together with the President, the Attorney General and some 
of his commission to understand the Commission's Report, to share our 
deep concerns and request that the President and the Attorney General 
lead in the battle against. illegal obscene material. Our Strategy 
Conference is to include additional leaders from the denominations who 
have primary responsibility for program and implementation in the areas 
of social concern, family life, and pornography. We, who gather together 
as a Planning Committee, have been empowered by the Steering Committee to 
act on their behalf in implementing these goals. 

It would help if you can arrive shortly after 10:30 so that we can become 
better ·acquainted before our meeting officially begins. Please come 
prayed up and available for action. I believe we are going to have a 
special time together at Cardinal Bernardin's home and also in our 
meetings in Washington, D. C. 

I find great joy in qoming to know you and the others who will gather. 
There is a unique mix of gifts, backgrounds, and spiritual sensitivities 
of each. 

JRK:db 
Enc.: Proposed Agenda 

Gray & Co. Proposal 
Bernardin Letter 
Coumunique 
Steering Committee Suggestions 

Yours because of God's grace, 

NOTE: Cardinal Bernardin's home address is 1555 North State Parkway, 
near Clark St. and North Ave., close to Lincoln Park. 
Phone: (312) 337-5952. Travel time from O'Hare is approximately 
30-45 Minutes in good traffic. 
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September 3, 1986 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Amnerican Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th St. 
New York , NY 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

ART LINKLETTER 
Honorary Chairman 

JERRY R. KIRK, President 
RICHARD E. McLAWHORN, Esquire 
Executive Vice President & General Counsel 

I trust you have already read my letter and the minutes of our 
Chicago meeting. It was valuable. At that meeting, we chose the 
name Religious Alliance Against Pornography (RAAP). I have been 
asked to serve as chairman. 

In this letter, allow me to wear my other hat as President of 
N- CAP. Since the initial meeting at Cardinal O'Connors' July 25 
and because of the very limited national coverage of that meet
ing, we at N-CAP have been developing a full-page ad that we plan 
to place· in USA Today in order to frame the issue and communicate 
our message. 

In this ad, N-CAP has sought to clarify its position. We have 
also included a brief recap of the statement of those of us gath
ered on the steps of St. Patrick's on Juiy 25. 

We are sending the enclosed ad to you and to each person who par
ticipated in either the New York meeting or the Chicago meeti~g . 
We would like to include your name under the center column if 
those five statements have captured the essence of what we said 
to the press , and if the ad says what you believe needs to be 
shared with the American people . We have listed the names pres
ently as illus trative. 

If you have not already talked with Sarah Bla~en and given her 
permission to include your name, please do so within 48 hours so 
that we can proceed. We will i nclude your name only if you want 
it included . 

We believe that it is extremely important to get this message out 
to the nation . However , having said that , we believe the integ
rity of our group is the highest priority . I ' m sending you this 

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
Edmund Burke. 179S. 
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ad in advance in order to guard that integrity . The e.xistence of 
our coming together as the Religious Alliance Against Pornography 
has already brought encouragement · and support to many persons 
concerned about child pornography and hard core pornography 
across the country. 

If· you have any corrections as to your name or title. as it ap
pears on this letter , please call us. 

Warmly and grat~fully yours , 

~-~ 
Jerry Kirk 

P.S . For your information, the considerable cost necessary to 
devel op and place this ad ~n USA Today has been underwritten 
through N- CAP and Focus On The Family. This ad can be made 
available to you for runn~ng in your church _paper if you so de
sire. It can also be run in ·local communities thr.ough loo.al 
sponsorship. 

JK:fi 

Enclosure 
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August 29, 1986 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Marc, 

ART LINKLETIER 
Honorary Chairman 

JERRY R. KIRK, President 
RICHARD E. MclAWHORN, Esquire 
Executive Vice President & General Counsel 

I trust you have already read my letter and the minutes of our 
Chicago meeting. It was valuable : At that meeting, we chose the 
name Religious Alliance Against Pornography (RAAP). I have been 
asked to serve as chairman. · 

In this letter, allow me to wear my other hat as President of 
N-CAP. Since the initial meeting at Cardinal O'Connors' July 25 
and because· of the very limited national coverage of that meet
ing, we at N-CAP have been developing a full -page ad that we plan 
to place in USA Today in order to frame the issue and communicate 
our message. 

In this ad, N-CAP has sought to clarify its position. We have 
also included a brief recap of the statement of those of us gath
ered on the steps of St. Patrick's on July 25. 

We are sending the enclosed ad to you and to each person who par
ticipated in either the New York meeting or the Chicago meeting. 
We would like to include your name under the center column if 
those five statements have captured the essence of what we said 
to the press, and if the ad says what you believe needs to be 
shared with the American people. We have listed the n~mes pres
ently as illustrative. 

If you have not already talked with Sarah Blanken and given her 
permission to include your name, please do so within 48 hours so 
that we can proceed. We will include your name only if you want 
it included. 

We believe that it is extremely important to get this message out 
to the nation. However, having said that, we believe the integ
rity of our group is the highest priority. I'm sending you this 

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." 
Edmund Burke. 179S. 
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ad in advance in order to guard that integrity . The existence of 
our coming together as the Religious Alliance Against Pornography 
has already brought encouragement and support to many persons 
concerned about child pornography and hard core pornography 
across the -count~y. 

If you have any corrections as to your name or ti·tle as it ap
pears on this lett~r. please call us . 

and gratefully yours, 

P.S. For your information, the considerable cost necessary to 
develop and place thi~ ad .in USA Today h~s been underwritten 
through N-CAP and Focus On The Family. This. a4 can be made 
available to you for run.ning in ·your church paper if you so de
sire. It. can also be run in local communities through local 
sponsorship. 

JK:fi 

Enclosure 



e. JUL 1 o 1986 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Director International Relations 
American Jewish Committee . 
·155 E. 56th Street · · 

· .NY, NY 1Q022 

Dear Marc; 

. 1j 11' 

AcovENANT tto~sE 
460 WEST 41 STREET. NEW YORK. N.Y.10036 
(212161a.O~oo · 
FR. BRUCE RITTER 
PRESID~NT 

. ,' 

July 2, 1986 

.· 

In anticipation of the meeting on July 25 to consider 
the report of the. A~torney General's Commission on 
Pornography -- of which I was a member -- I enclose for your 
use a full copy of the central sectiQn of the Commission's 
report.. · It is that · section which discusses carefully the 
rationale fo~, and the limitations of, governmental and 
priva~e action against certain spe6ifically defined · 
categories 6f sexually explicit material: Drafted for the 

·commission by P~ofessor Frederick Schauer of the Univer~ity 
of Michigan, it represents, in my v~ew, a ·balanced, 
thoughtful approach to an intensely difficuit subject. · 

. . . 
No comin~ssioner agreed with every word pf the report, 

· arid most of us filed separate "personal statements" 
· ·describing our. speci·fic views fully. I enclose a copy ·.of my 
· own ' such ·statement, which explains my reasons for some of my 
more difficult ~ates, and which takes the Co~ission to task 
(in a kin~ly way) · for avoid~ng mor?l and ethical issues 
fundamental ·to the Gontroversy· over pornog~aphy. Whether pr 
not you ate able to attend the meeting, I am d~eply 
interested 1n hearing your own views. on the Commission's 
report, my statement, or any othe~ aspect of ~his all too 
f arniliar problem. 

I eagerly hope to see you on the 25th, · and hope as well 
that with God's help we can begin to chart an effective 
course for religious leaders in thi,s ·area. Until then 
please a6c¢pt my best personal reg~rds. 

. . 
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January 14, 1987 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Commi ttee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Marc: 

Dr.Jeny R. Kirk, Chairman 

I realize that I just wrote you yesterday, hut fe el compelled to 
write you again today . 

My purpose is to send you a copy of my letter to Joseph, having to 
do with his writing leaders in key cities across t he country and 
also a copy of the l etter that Bill Frey sent out to a number of his 
friends who are leaders in the Episcopal Church. 

It is evident that God is touching us all and inspiring us to reach 
out to people across t he country. You are the peo ple who know the 
people who ought to be with us, and you are the people whom they 
trust enough to come and join us in this exciting and challenging 
adventure. 

May God's blessings and peace be wit h you in all your endeavors. 

Yours in God·s grace, ~I J ~ ~ -t-~ th' 
~·~· ~ k . ~ "4-A/'- ~ 

J Kirk 
dent , National 

Chairman, Religious 

JRK/bjs 

coali~ins'f':;rn~phr ~ 
Alliance Against Pornography 
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J~nuary 14, 1988 

Most Rev. Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
155 E. Superior Avenue . · 
Chicago, Illinois : 60611 

Dear Joseph: 

~COMPTON ROAD, SUITE 9248 
. CINCINNATI, OHIO 45231 

(513) 521-6227 

Dr. Jerry R Kirk, Chairman 

I am pleased that we were able to talk this morning about our letter 
to some 100 cogtempla~ive groups across the country, plus a copy of 
Mother Teresa's letter. We know there will be tremendous spiritual 
power released by the Lord and rejoice in the privilege of responding 
to her request this way. 

I will write Mother Teresa as soon as we have accomplished that so 
she will know what we are doing. I will also send you a copy of my 
letter to her. 

I'm especially grateful for your will i ngness to write a Catholic 
leader in these key cities- When we met together in Chicago as a 

. ' 
committee, we decided t·hat we ought to approach key leaders in 25 
cities in addition ~o denominational leaders. Those cities are the 
following, with the first 8 being. the highest priority: Atlant a, 
Pittsburgh, .Washington D-C-, Los Angeles, Dallas, Denver, 
Minneapolis, Chattanooga, Oklahoma City, Columbus , Cleveland, Boston, 
New ' York City, Detroit, Houston, Seattle, Indianapolis, Louisville, 
St. Louis, Milwiukee, Columbia, s.c., Nas~ville, Memphis~ Phoenix, 
Tulsa and Orlando. 

Will you invite a Bishop or Archbishop in the hope that they be with 
us, and with lhe additional thought that if they cannot come , would 
they ·consider sending a personal representative? This would expand 
our effort significantly across the country at this crucial time when 
the ~omentum has begun to build : 

I have talked with the Vice-President· of AT&T and he told me 
personally that . AT&T is r emov ing Diai-A-Porn. He also told me the 
basis on which they are going to do it. You will hear about it 
publ icly before receiving· this letter. This is our greatest victory 
and the Religious Alliance had a significant part in it through 
Bishop Clyde Van Valin, and our Executive Committee. 
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Page Two 
January 14, '1988 

Joseph, if you will send us the list of those whom you write about the RAAP 
Conference wi"th addresses, we will then quickly send the. offic.ial invitational letter 
from you and me as a follow up. 

fully an? prayerfully yours, 

~\/)..<l

JeI'r R. 'Kirk 
Pres' dent, National Coalition Against Pornography 
Chairman, Religious Alliance Against Pornography 

JRK / bjs 
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ne':tr brothers: 

P l ~ ;i <; e e.x :: u s e t h e f o r r.i l e t t e r • l wanted to R~t lt in the mail quickly. 

You wtll receive - or perhai>s ·dtready have r?ceived - a le.tter ·fr"m 
Ca~11nal Joseph Bern3rdln ~~d the Reverend Jerry Kirk inviting you to a 
conference deall~s with pornography ~nd ohAcenity. I sl~ply W;')nt to 
~~J ~ not~ of per&on~l enco~r~gement to accept. I real!~ believe it . he 
worth both the trouble and the expense. 

Havi~~ ~other Ther~sa as ou~ keynote sp:?aker excites me. While 
o b s c ~ 11 1 t y :n 1 g h t ;1 ;> p e ~ r t o b e p r ~ t t ·y f ;,i r r e m o v e J f r o •n h ~ r c o =i c e r n f o r 
th.-. [HlOt: ; I believe · t})en~ Ls a co11nectl.on. All of us ·"iC':? concerned 
about those things whlc~ dt~tort~~he im~ge of ~od in human bein~s -
•>r, as the Raptlsmal litll!:'/.!,'I puts-.lt, those thlngs "which corrupt and 
<lestroy · the cre3tur.es of God." P•Jverty _ and· diseas·t:! ar -"! i>nine of thus~ 
thlngsJ and so ls obscenity. 

To b~ perfectly c:a1J<ll:1, I'd rattter •1ot be lr..vo'!.•:e:! in a fight· against 
:> o r. no graph y ! I do 11 ' t l i k P. to he 1 a be 1 l e d 'l :; a ·· h no k bu r n l n 3. ex tr~ m i s t 

zealot" 'lny more than . you would. aut peopl.~ ctC"..? being hurt h~causr~ of 
it and I. have become convinced that lf "l·~ [::ill to £'ice th~ . tssue.~ 
are Itnillying el ther that J>•lr.nography ;111:1 obSC<!lll ty ;\["2 .111 right, or 
that our theological tt"amewurk l~ too weak to confront them-.\ 

. · , .J 

I ho?~ to see y6u 
....... , 

'\ 

Yours _l 11 · Ch r 1 s t, 

iH 11 i a .m C • Fr e y · 

WCF : m:n • 




