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AUSTRIA--A NATION MOVED

"Shown almost exactly 41 years after Austria, subverted from within by
its own sizable Nazi Party, was forcibly swallowed up into the greater Reich,
Holocaust rivited the country's biggest-ever radio-TV audience," reported

the Christian Science Monitor four days after the,(last episode was aired.
I?- A M_—g’/wﬂnlfd-& dnﬁ W H.-’{' e U .
/7But tHd way in which the hﬂge:gggjg?:e-responded to Helocaust drew con- ¥
tradictory interpretations in the foreign press's coverage of the series.
"Holocaust Moves Austrian Viewérs,".wrote the Washington Post, while
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency found a "Mixed Reaction to 'Holocaust' Film."
Variety magazine told its readers that "Austria Reacts Mostly 'Favorable’

To'Holocaust': 13% Negative," but the New York Times correspondent in' \

| . iy LV
Vienna thought that."Many Austrians Seem to Bristle at TV 'Holocaust',”
ed ORF '

Unarguably, the showing of the_series on the government ow A,

television and radio network touched off a major national debate about the

Nazi era. It sparked a new interest in the horrors of the past among the
Austrian young, led to the first serious teaching about the era in the nation's
schools, and brought about a wide ranging set of responses in the press

and from natibnal politicians. .

-~-THE-FIGHRES
. =~--ShowR-#R-dRinterrupted-installimerts-on-prime-time-on-March-1,-2,-3-and-4,--

v u~... _.-was watched by
}9¥9;-tbe—gﬂtigg-qgggyffﬁ?;299;999—viewers,-er-44%-9£-the-pepulation-{as--

eempared-with-29%-in-6ermany)---Fifty-percent-of-the-populationy-0¥-2+9--—--
mi1iien-peeples-saw-at-least-ene-instaliment-------- - -
~----Bfficiats-at-ORF-reperted-that-tkey-received-a-record-1;500-eatis-about

the-fipstmm-mmcm e
Officials-at-ORF-reported-that-they-received-a-record-15--
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add to p. 1

The program was shown in Xr uninterrupted installments on prime time

on March 1, 2, 3 and 4, 1979. It was preceeded by panel discussions on c»n&a-fﬁ415:'
elected officials, sel-lars Ayranc pate 57°
television ad on radio that also included/film and dosumentation from the

offisid German and Western Allied archives, amd—tHifect—Test mory—from-

.AusLnymm?ﬂﬂnr1nn1rihemse+vE3-TntarcErgtEU'ﬁﬁ'Tﬁ‘Eﬁnnentfa%éeﬁ-campgzsuch .}
4%1; H. tss ,ol:nn.J t4w,+TH~h T anij Ne ff;y
fu [..1“( Pl‘\-‘;-‘- Tl.t J(JCﬁ'h.-uf—k-? e s k//‘LU(q_K () ne w1l

SW

as_Mauthausen. lge
THE FIGURES A bries,
Two and one-fifth million Austrians, or 44% of the population, saw
the entire series (as compared with 29% in Germany), and 2.9 million, or
50%, saw at least one installment.
Officials at the state-owned television station reported that they
received a record 1,500 calls about thé first episode, about hatfzafxwhigh
equally divided between pro- and anti-Holtocaust. Newspaper polls indicated

a similar division at the time. "There were strong anti-semitic comments

and Bui-by-the-time-the-first-instaliment-was-ever, calls drging TV officials to

ruelties' as w inion analyat Peter Diem, who

But, he reported, "the
that night
number of positive reactions gradually inc@eased"/afeéer the program ended.

monitored the initial night;s showing response.

By the time the series was over, ORF had gotten 7,361 calls--again, a
record--and that represented a larger percentage ofviewers calling in than
the German station WRD received when it showed Holocuast. Indeed, officials
said that tgig was 50% higher thaquas experienced in West Germany,

. Even still, the general response was not wholly positive, and there were
enough angered or disbelieving calls for the Jewish Telegraphic Agency to

note that many Austrians "appeared querulous about the reminder of their
Nazi past , . | < 29 [02 M[ |
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Bux An analysis of the calls that came in throughout thi:;u:ies M"
st 44% thought well of the series, aﬂ&iiﬁgi-azz disliked it. The remainder
were non-committal. Many within that 44% expressed their awareness (often,
RF said, it seemed for the first time) of wkhax the lesson the series bore.
But étggneral response, as indicated in a joint poll byxan Austrian
public opinion research organizations showed thaT 87% of all viewers reacted
positively to the show, and that only 13% reacted_negatively.Thisqp011 found
that 92% agreed it was "credible," that 79% found it "genuinely moving,"

that 73% fXsurd thought it "necessary, and that 68% thought Holocaust "objective."

d to 1;_Eﬂ§1-:424uf Wy VPV Joined AL7££\j¢AVTZjE”

Only 5% actually objecte : . :
57 & Npe A {éi; P y/ N J? e e ddcq/‘A* fo e Tl 4“%%
This breakdown suggests certain fine distinctions (that not all &% those

who found it credible were also moeed by it; that some people thought if was
necessary even if it werén't objective in its presentation). Rut a more
significant aspect of the viewer breakdewn-develeped-eut-of-the-age-breakdewns
4n-v$ewep-Fespense-whieh-the-pell-feandewhile-ig%-af-a11-Au5tpians-watehed--
the-éntipe-Sepies,-Sgi-ef-these attitudes is suggested by the fact that
before the showing of Holocaust, a pol?_found 74% of its respondents against

;_:::bits being shown and only 24% in favor.

. (/,, The young, in particular, reacted strongly to what were for them, the

revelations of the series. EKxtraerdinary-radie-breadeasts "There was an

debate
extraordinary radio kxasdeazk," reported the Christian Science Monitor,

'
"between parents and their own teenage and older children.”

"The later," the paper said, "would have none of the well worn arguments
that 'the past should be forgotten.' "You are wrong,' zaid one 18 years old
told his father. "I don't know how you (your generation) lived all these years

without telling us what happened.'"




enter on last pg.

A leading official of the Austrian Federation of Trade Unions, Alfred
Stroer, concluded from the national debate that the series had convinced
a majority of Austrians that ther terrors of the Nazi rule must npot occur
again.

THE PRESS

ATl the Vienna daiXxges daily newspapers applauded the shwqingagffHolocaust,
- a)

W—M
with the sole exception of Die Presse, angu tra-conservatiee newspaper which

likes td style itself as 'The "Times" of Austria," and whose reputation rests
largely upon its past--when its largely Jewish editorial staff included
Theodor Herzl, the founder of Zionism, and David Ben Gurion, Israel's first
Prime Minister.

Paul Hoffman, writing from Vienna for the New York Times itself, reported

that Die Presse dismissed the series as "horror bore in the Hollywood manner,"

¥ £ pose
thandoHars"—Hotocaustwas;—saidtitis papers /speculation on scare angf

i

quilt fee]inggt

&us::j3J5_J4aygigg-paagw?ﬂ_and-éhatpll complained that no te]evisiowﬁeries

had ever been done on the bombing of Hamburg, the slaughter under Stalin, or

the Pol Pot%z regime's massacres in Cambodia.

Hoffman also %Zi;%?jﬁ*aﬂkthe provincial newspaper Salzburger Volksblatt,

[ 4

whrie i series, and whieh ran a series

on "The Other Holocaust,“ the post-war explusion of Germans from Czechoslovakia.
The Neu kronen-Zei;uﬁg, the Austrian paper with the largest circulation, he
reported, filled two pages with what it stated was a representative selection
of reader comments phoned in after the first part of Holocaust was on the

air. Only 10 out of 30 unequivocally expressed shame or horror. (Hoffman

[l

did not relate opinion analyst Peter Diem's findings that suR&eguerk calls

) ) Wi of™ T plede
to the broadcasting stationg wsneqmuﬁrﬂntﬁ-ﬂe+4;au5% at this same time.)



Hoffman's reporting produced an irate letter to the New York Times from
Thomas Nowotny, Consul General of Austria in New York. Hoffman's story was
written, charged Nowotny, "in a way which must be termed misleading,
if not in fact an outright misrepresentation.”

"0f the numerous letters to the editor written to various Austrian
publications, an overwheiming majority expressed themselves strongly in favor
of the program, and also of the subsequent televised discussions. Whyl Ajaumhy <k 1
doesn't he mention that the editorials he chose to quoye were among the
few exceptions, that virtually all ofher; came out ins trong support of
the series," ke—askedi—

But Nowotny did not d1spute the text of the quotes. For there were
two sides to the Austrian response. and t;:I side was large enough

L
to pnoduce—ﬁ;parts %n-ethe?-fereagn-med;a_the Jew1sh Telegrphic Agency report
which found a "mixed reaction" in the nat1on Ry fa&l%}"“ Tk (3R

ru a.g_,‘ua e~
THE POLITICIANS® RESPONSE At DA 5" fiyuotty Aote F I
Chancellor Bruno Kressky seemed to reflect @ﬁ;s—sffgﬁgég-support1ve }~éﬁ»~ \
5

but at the same time.somehow ambiguous response in his statements about the
series. Addressing a sbc1a1{st party convention on the day of the first
evening's broadcast, he said he thoucht the series should prompt a discussion
of the roots of Nazism. "We have to make sure that it will not happen again.
We must talk sensibly with each ether and not look silently.”

But He also warned against "mindless black and white painting that
simply prondunces all those guilty whko lived then, and presumes to judge them
without knowing of the pain that is haunting them." He declared that he knew
more than most people about the crimes of the era because of the close friends
and relatives he had lost then. "Yet, without examining xx how it kapperedx
could ocur,agaxrx we will not be more intelligent another time," he observed,

supporting thusly the message of the show.



But when asked if he had seen it, Kreisky repiied thaT he hadn't, ex-
plaining that "Anyone who counted the victims of Nazi persecution in his
own family did not need this f1hny ArdxatzapatRexzpainkzkexz
—Aﬂd‘¢£ also suggested that "Neither nationalism nor chauvinism, including
Jewish chauvinism, will help solve the problem of anti-semitism."

A leading member of Parliament, Dr. Otto Scrinzi, was perhaps the

most prominent spokesman for the right-wing antagonism to the film. Heleeausts—

"One thing seems sure," he contiauééf “"the cash registers in Hollywood and

Moscow are fn harmony. By this he meant to suggest that the series had
not only been produced in Ho11yﬁood, but th;tf+%—had been financed by the
Sax U.S.S.R. to'undermine the Germans. The only leading figure to come close
to threatening the Jews, Scrinzi spoke of the "deep irrationality" of the
Jewish personality and religion ard which was apt to "trigger confusions, fear
and éventually bloody aggressions in almost all host nations."

& Scrinzi's remarkéjgﬁzzhmany critical 1etter?-tu"¥ﬁ§=magat+ne-Pre¥+l,-
<oteeh Counsul General Nowotnyﬁfb~'+€ﬂ

THE RIGHT

But there was no denying that the Austrian right, even if,

mostly consited of fringe groups and feactionary politici&hs and
—inteasa, it/represented a smdll percentage of the Austrians in kheix view
of Holocaust ; nonetheless made its viewslggown.

In addition to the anti-semitic and an£i-Ho]ocaust phone calls that ORF
peerixed and the Neu Kron?g Zeitung received, there were distributed in the
southern city of Graz leaflets calling Ho]oéaust "the biggest lie in history."

In Vienna, demonstrators were expected around the teXexixi®m ORF studio,
and the police threw a security cordon around the building. But no protestors
appeared. The director of Channel Two, however, received death threats
relating to the film's airing. |

I~ -QGF&J\"
Perkaps—in further testimony to the powerful impact Holocaust exerted



upon the greaf majority of Austrians, the right-wing Freedom Party fell
victim to an internal split over the series. The party's national leadership
vehemently dissociated itself from the anti-Holocaust pamphlets that were
published by the party's own extremist wing.

And a call came for the outlawing of the Action New Right organization,
signed by almost 100 Vienna University professors and staff members.

EDUCATION

The government did respond to the series, in a more significant fashion,
Fred Sinowatz, the Minister of Education, had anticipated, even before the
airing, that interest in Holocaust would spill over into the classroom. In
order to help teachers prepare for this, the Ministry sent to the sﬁhoo]s a
list of information materials whioh teachers could request.

had begun

After the airing{ Sinowatz requested that Austrian teachers "deal with
the horrors of the Nazi occupation during World War II. He-erdered-teachers--
te-institute-detatted-and-serious-elass-diseussiens-en-the "After the war and
until quite recently," noted the Christian Science Monitor, "history teaching
in Austrian schols and universities on the whole 1933-45 Nazi period was |
scimpy. Watching Holocaust, young people seemed suddenly to be realizing just
fow- much had been ofmitted and to resent ﬁt}‘ He ordered teachers to isstitute
detailed and serious talks on the film and its significance for today and for
" the future,
CATCHING THE NATIOﬁ‘S CONSCIENCE
The prestigeous Frehch newspaper Le Monde told its readers that Holocaust
_"a shock for the Austrians" which "caught the conscience" of the nation.
consensual
re 1is no doubty but that, in Austria as in Germany, the eutktaxak repres-
sion of a terrible era had been torn aside. Not all were pleased by the
experience of recinsidering the past, but as the Austrian television poll

showed, the great majority of the country found xtxeeezegzaxyx they had needed

to do so.
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A DALY 3i7s SULETN

VIENNA (JTA) -- Fred Sifowatz, Minister
of Education, has asked Austrian teachers 1o deal
with the horrors of the Nozj occupation during
World War 1] when the INBC-TV "Holocuusi " series
. is shown on Agstrian t.-bevision early in Muarch.,
Hundreds of thousands ef Austrians will view “Holo-
caust® and there will be: a lot of discussions iy
viewers in thely homes, Sinowats said. There is
no doubt that the discussion: will be carried aver 1o
the schools and the 1cachers must be we ! 1pared | )
for this, Re said. The Ministry will ercﬁ)ru send .
to schools o list of infurmation materials which can 5

ke reqested by teache:: . b
g e
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NEW YORK (JTA) == The Austrion Radio and
Television network ORF, announced Thursday that
the American-made NBC-TV film drama "Holo-
caust" will be aired in Austrio early in Maich in

‘program will be complemented by documentaries
and discussions by historians. ORF is government
owned.,

1

1

four uninterrupted installments in prime time. Ac-
cording fo the Austrion Informafion Center here, the
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JEWISH CHROMICLE
MAR 2 3 1979

‘Holocaust film
féplits party

& 'm"smom: MEYSELS
Vinn I

8 . Two mks a!ter the screening of
"Huloumt,“ the American TV film
series, the publicl debate on Nau
.war crimes continues - in Austria. .
. P The series has caused a split in . =0E
. ~.the' Right-wing - Freedom Party. -
. ; whose,- national | leadership- has :
» =4 - d nhemenﬂy dissociated itself. from
i ' anti*“Holoraust" - pamphlet.v

published b ithe puty‘s extremists
- W - BENE L AL
- g "-'Ncuﬂy'o?l ‘Vienna’ Universuyl =
«f w3 ,pm!m idother . staff  have ;
~,y " an appéhl[to ‘the’ Austrian |

oy - slgned
v ... < Government to outlaw the *Acuonl
% .- New Right," an extremist group..
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_ JEWISH CHROMICLE
MAR 9 1979
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‘Holocaust’
in Austria
% INONE HEY“I-S

- "Caa!oundlns tl! celuﬂu. “Holo-
« _ caust” the American TV flm

\.-
f

cent of ell Austrians over 18
watched alknnmmza'per F

Sl ‘cent watched all four, and 44 per
- etnt watched the last part. ‘.
- A0 “No less -than 87 per cent of'
L o7, TIPSR, .'l'hm reacted positively to “Holo-
20 Lo, caust” while 13 per cent reacted -

<. - megatively, Austrien television re.
‘.. ecelved more than 7,000 telephone
s calls, ¥4 per cent of tholn favour-

able.
. Various nght-wint fringe groups :
| ‘.dhtrlbmed anti-"Holocaust” pam- .
. Phlets, end several death threats
.. Were made to the dlmtor of TV{
f Clunnel 2 :
| The Austrian eduea!lon authori-
have decided to discuss the
mhject extenslvely In primary and .
secondary schools ghd to intensify -
the teechlu of contemporary his.
tory In oll schools.
- . All the Vicnna dailies we'comed
u:e showing of the film series, with
the exception of “Die Presse,” an
ultraconservative paper, which |
dikes to call itsel! * “The Times' of
‘Austria.” N,
. * The paper owes Its reputation
entirely to its largely Jewish edi-
torial staff before the Second
Worid War, whose members in-
cluded Theodor Herzl (the founder
of Zionism) and David Ben-Gurion
(Israel's first Prime Minister) who
- &g[ved as Palestine correspondent.

J

.
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JTA DMLY NEWS cuvomy
MAR 6 1979

MIXED REACTION TO 'HOLOCAUST' FILM

+ VIENNA, March 5 (JTA) --. The first episode
of the NBC~ 'I'V film serias "Holocnust, " screened

- on State-owned television last Thundoy night, drew

a mixed reaction from viewers. Officials reported
that the record 1500 telephone calls received ot
the studies were divided about evenly for and
against the showing. Newspaper polls showed o
similag division. )

Pdlice threw a security cordon arourd the tel-
evision studios during the broadcast to prevent
threatened right-wing demonstrations but notinci-
dents were reported. In Groz in the south of Aus-
trio, leaflets were distributed, présumably by right-
wing organlzahons, calling the Holocoust "the big-
-gest lie in history. "

-f"’ - Incontrast to West Germany, where the filme
mcrde @ tremendous impact when it was shown in

Joniary, many Austrians appeared querulous about
the renfinder of their Nozi post. Austria was occu-
pied by the Nazis in 1938  when a vost majority
of the populace approved of the Anschluss. A num-
ber of Austrian Nozis played leading roles in the -
extermingtion of Jews.

Chancallor Bruno Kreisk oddresslng a Social-
ist Porty convention in Linz f::-sr Thursday, said the
series should prompt discussion of the roots of the
horrors of Nozi rule in Europe. "We have to moke
sure that it will not happen again. We must tolk
sensibly with each other and not look silently, *
he said. -

He wcs ‘also quoted os saying that the. MNazi
ascent to power in the 1930s should be viewed in
the perspective of the economic miscries of the peo-

~ple in Germony ond Ausiria at the time. "Neither
nationalism nor chouvinism, including Jewish
chauvinism, will help solve the problem of anti-
Semitism,"-said Kreisky, who is of Jewish origin.

: /
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‘Holocaust’ Moves

Austna:n Viewers

vtm'ﬁa. March 2 (AP) — The
of the first Iastallment of
“Holoeanst” in Austrla resulted in
the Hﬂu& _number of calls from
-ever recelved by the state
te! 5 gervice because of a
single w-m. the service's head-
qmtﬂl reported.
“ “There were strong antiSemilic - g
- -ummtl and ﬂl.ll urging TV offi s n
_ clals to. ! ‘other cruelties’ as.
7~ " well” sald m Diem, an opinioh-
. analyst who

to ‘the Thursday night showing. He
H . .sald thot when the program ended .

e L si*ths nomber of positive reacticns <

,\m increased.” - P

%

i
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reust be tern 2, if not in
a an outrigh
e er nas &t
Austriz ksen wa
VIoWErs a5 “Holoosust™ (2 Zaniit

uly,

or 4 gereant, :::‘w e whole seniss, 25

comipared with 1§ percent in Gorma-
ny; 2.8 tm““m ¢r 5 pervani, saw o
lezst ere past of i), Th2 pareent age ol
LETSeTS Who 1esponded wiln on ;..- s
the television nstwork was (wise s
hi#hasin Gennany.
ne United Prase lntemationa! dis-
paten, which reports that £1.6 peresnt

9f € "'1&53 caiiars fas"J‘“’{\ sit JWl,'.... he

seci2s and 455 B2reent oonosed shov-

""l. it, loa2d to 11&’51:!’ ag in. many
AmCTican nowspapers, such us “'iNust
Aunsirians Q.M. Holoczust on TV
(Paterson {1.3.] Evening N "1"5)

The Times haadline, s if refiscting
the articie’s arnbiguity, reads, “IMany
Austrians Seemn o Bristia at T'V “Haic-
caust.”” This £raaies a zenewzl im-
pression waich s not anly contradic-
tory o all other reporis from Viaonne
(The Arizora Rapubiic, for instance,

writes: “‘Ausivians Appiaed Seriss': .

The "hnsuau Science Moniier notes:

T e

<3, w0y, but T

st virtually 24 'zh\.i'."; CAmE out i

ihene 113 word sbomt
3 the editor, pu m.srm in the latesy
issue of Profil, bai

Zads: i.s'i‘""!” r'rb :
re fur Gsi -(u._.-l\ "b a

mesn

:r-;u';u!”‘ i

Of ihe RUTIETIIS I=iters writien to
v y.}’i.Jx.S LuSLrian Lo J».IML...-_ s @all
overdh ..1-.:;1 imejoniy e_vnra:ssd
tix sm"v!- in faver of &
DOSran:, m‘" ‘L‘.n} of {he sm....c"..ut"
wievicad r‘.w's. irns.

Nazi secupation &:Ixing World Y
s ".\.ctrdn& 0 a
Jewizh Telezrapiic
inroany U.s. p.s‘n icalicns?.
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Education fias asked Austrizn tozch.
ers “to deal with the horrars of 23k
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: TRORAS NOW, 'rw .
! Ctmsu!r_sr Latrin o

Why dons b, Hofinenn not meniion .  New s '}'k Mr:rchn-;slg:‘_- 4
L o al, & " sy

The development Bna sy e o e

seems assured. Al lhe beginning of this year lhere carne into !or"a an agrec-menl
signed between the Federal Minisiry of the Interior and the city-siate of Bhr!m provi-
ding for ciose co-operation between the film section of the Federal Archive.at:

Kobierz, the German Cinematheque Foundation at Berlin, and the German Film -
Institute at Wiesbaden. There were plans for a central Gc—rman film archive at Wesi™

- Berlin but none ¢l the other federal states were ready to hélp finarce this project:

The compromise achievad in the Association provides for the most urgant tasks "

being split between the three inslitules involved with.the Berlin Cinematheque pro-
viding the chairmzr: for the co-ordinating council. in future, German fiims will pe: col-
lected, conseived, and stored by the Federal Archive at Kobienz sinca caly, there
are the necessary technical facilities and space available. The ernphzsis'will be on
copying old nitrc-film, which is a fire risk, onte safety film. The Wiesbaden Institute
and the Berlin Cinzmatheque are ceacerned with scholaily evaluation of the films
held, and their distributicn on a non-cormercia! basis. An imjressive 45 million

metres of ‘.”:gm are heid by ine Association, and yat that constitutes only a fraction of

totai production. For instance, oniy 3% of 2l ine silent films made in Germany are
“avaiiabic as compared with B0 % of tha sound filims proguced up to the and of tha
Third Reich. As litile ais 17 % of post-war Waslt German iiim producticn is coniained
in the archives. The long-leim intaniion is to extand holdings by buying copies from

abroad. Film scholars wouid aiso like to intensify work on a centrai catalogue of the

' German soung fiim, and io devote greater atiention to acguisition and evaluation of

films from other countries, [Deutsche Kinemathek, Weiserstr. 25, D-1000 BerIEn 3C.)

Confrontation with the past in “Holocaust”
The American TV series “Holocaust”, which was transmitted acress the coun(ry by

German Television in the last week of January, was watched by an unsxoectediy

large number of people. A few days beforehand, the Colognz TV staticn (WOR;
showad a number of documeniary fiims on persecution of the Jews in order to pro-

vide praderinantly youfioer viewers with a chance of irliorm'ing themselves about -

{he darkest chapier in German histary. Daspite the late transmission tima of 9in thz

evening, “Holozzaust” achieved viewing figures that no-orie had anticipated. 'Thei‘

four parts aitracted 32, 36, 39, and on the fiial evening 41% of those v:atching lele~

vision at lke time. The dramalised story was foliowad on each'of these svenings by -

a live discussion with the participants - including such ﬁi_clin'_ls_cf"iﬁqrsecuﬁoﬁ as
Eugen Kogon - providing scholarly and literary evaluation of the precading pro-
grammie. Around 20 % of the viewers stayed with the discussion until after midright

in order to follow whal was said or to pariicipate by phoning in quastions: During the '_ e .
week when "Holocaust” was transmitted, television stations rece:ved 39,000 tele- -

phone calls and several thousand letters and telex messades, ébaul the, pro- ; _

grammes. An assessment of viewer reactions by psychologists, statls.lclar-s anl”
sociolagists is slill in progress. The responss to what was initially a cont roversnal

series was largely positive though, and it was particularly young people who _

demanded more detaiied and objectwe information.

% " ! Ny
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Many Austrians Seem to Bristle at TV ‘Holocaust’|

By PAUL HOFMANN
L _ Spscial 1o The New York Times .
VIENNA, March 28 — The response to
the American television series ‘‘Holo-
caust” in Hitler’s native Austria appears
to have been less sympathetic than it was
in West Germany. Hostlle and ambigucus

reactions abound here.
A provincial . Salzburger
Volksblatt, respon to the American

re-enactment of the fate of the Jews dur-
ing the Nazi era, shown by Austrian teley
vision earlier this month, with a series 81
its own titled *'The Other Holocaust.” It
offered allegations of atrocities commit-
ted when Czechoslovakia expelled mik
lions of ethnic Germans at theend of
World War I1.

Die Presse of Vienna, somectimes de-

scribed as Austria's leading daily, dis-
missed the American series as a ""horior
bore in the Hollywood manner™ thut wus
concocted *‘purely ou! of businc.s inter-
est, yes, for no other purpose than dal-
lars,” and as “‘merchandise in a specula-
tion on scare and guilt feelings.*
. Die Presse also said that no television
series had ever recalled the Ailied bomb-
ing of Hamburg, which caused a fire.
storm that enveloped that city, the killing
of millions under Stalin’s rule, and the
massacres carried oul by the Pul Pot re-
gime in Cambodia.

The Austrian newspaper with the larg-
est circulation, Neue Kronen-Zeitung of

| Vienna, filled two pages with what it said

wils o representatives selection of Coine|
ments that readuers had phome! o ulic el
the first pert of " Hoiocnust™ ! i
the ur. Ondy 10 of 20 reades’ o ‘
unequvoc iy expressed horror or she e
at the annthiiation of millions of J--ws, :

The others criticized the Amenenn|
serivs for a variety of reasun:, ranging |
from historical inaccuracies to the con- !
tention that old atrocity stories »hauid nat
be revived, I

Chancellor Bruno Kreisky, who 15 of
Jewish stock and describes himseil 25 an
agnostic, discussed “'Holaczust™  at
length during a 1ecent rally of his Socia i|
Democratic Pariv.

He "warned a_uinst "mindidss black-
and-white painling tl}_ai

5: -

nowing of the pain that is haunting | Similar charges were made, sometimes
3 in leaflets attacking

*“Holocaust™ that neo-Nazi groups circu-

ounc ose guilty who ﬂv@dtl;en.;roductlun had been financed by the
presumes (o judge them <wjthout | Soviet Union to disparage the Germans.,
them." »

Mr.

Kreisty declared that he Knew

more crudely,

more than most people about the crimes { lated.

brought ouf a spccial issue titled ' Aus.
tria’s Share in the Final Satution.™ The
magazin: recalled that Adoif Eictaninn,
who organized the deportainn aad mur-
der of Jews, alihough a nsiive f the
Rhineland, grew up in Austrin

" that were committed under Hitler be-
cause close relatives and dear f{riengs
had died at the hands of the Ge
“*Yet, without examining how it

occur, we will not be more intelligent an-

other time,"" the Chancellor observed.

A leading right-wing politician and
member of Parliament%%cﬂnﬂ said
in a published commen tR™Holo
causl” series had “helped neither the
Jews nor the Germans, it has rather dam-
aged both." :

“*One thing only seems sure,” he wemt
on, “‘the cash registers+n Hollywood and
Moscow are in ha &

Dr. Scrinzi, a neurvlogist, charged that
“*deep irratlonality’* of the Jewish
le and the Jewish religion were apt to
“trigger confusions, fear and cventually

'tmd_y‘ aggressions in almost all Liost na-

An organization of former members of
the Aostrian anti-Nazi wunderground
movement during World War 11 issued a
report on “‘Holocaust and Austria.” Woll-
gang Neugebauer, who compiled the pub-

Austrian Nazis in the radicalization o
Nazi poficies toward the Jews is am

" The Vienna news magazine

The remark implied tilal the televisioa

lication, said Lh_al *"the special role of

Profil listed other prummen? Avirin
Nuzis who had been impinaisl mowar
erimes and concluded thet “Ausinoe
jnined in the murders wheranor the
trian Hitier and his Germoan b |
wished."

NS
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£rn:rirican jewish
Conunittee

Un choc pour

LUS de trente ans aprés la

quesre, une véritable prise

Ja conscience de I'amp'eur
des crimes nazis s'est-elle prc-
duite dans la population autri-
chienne ? Avanl de diffuser le
film Holocauste sur le getit
écran, les responsables viennois
de la télévision avafen! décidé
d'attendre les réactions & sa
profection en Allemagne lédérale.
Prudence traditionnelle dans un
pays ol, aprés 1945, plusieurs
procés célébres contre d’anciens
nazis se sont terminés par fes
non-liev ef od I'on a lrop len-
dance & oublier que plusieors
exécutants de [a « solulion
finale = (Adoll Eichmann, Kalten-
brunner, notamment), sans parler
d'Hitler lui-méme, étaient d'ari-
gine sutrichicnne. La décision
des Alliés de considérer I'Au-
triche comme la premiére viclime
du Reich a sans doute lavoisé
ce reloulernent du passé.

Or, de lagon assez surprenante,
le choc causé par Holocauste en
Autriche semble avoir 'été auss/
grand, sinen pilus peut-ére,
gu'en Allemagne tédérale, du
moins si I'on en croit les résul-
tats de l'enqudte que viennsnt
de publier deux Instituts de
sondages d’opinion.

Plus de deux millions de per-
sonnes en oy (1), eoit

. De. fagon

Parallélement, une brochure
traitant du nazisme et de la
parsécution des juits a été spé-
cialement éditée et mise a la
disposition de lous les direc-
feurs d'écoles et de lycées, ainsl
que de leurs enseignants. Une
semaine awvent la profection du
film, le” ministére en avait déja
distribué wingt mille. En outre,
dans le cadre de la « formation
politique & I'école=, instaurée
il y @ un peu moins d'un an,
les « stations-service d'informa-
tion = crédes & cer ellet, dins
chacun des neul Linder, étaient
prétes & organiser, sur simple
demande des autorités scolaires,
des conlérences et des discus-
sions avec des historiens spé-
cialisés, les parents y étant
conviés.

La télévision, de son cdlé,
avail, deux jours avant la dif'u-
sion d’'Holacauste, présenté une
reamarquable émission sur la
= solution finzle =, les origines
da I'antisémitisme en général et
de ses causes particuliéres en
Autriche. Plus d'un million de
personnes I'ont regardée.

Quant aux journaux, ils ont,
dans [leur quasi-totalité, Iraité
de lagon détaillée, courageuse
e parlois brutale, du sort

ies Autrichiens

44 °/o de I'ensemble des télé-
speclateurs, ont regardé tout ou
partie d'Holocauste, et 87 %
d'entre eux lont jugé « trés
bon = ou « bon = En R.F.A,
selon les mémes sources, la
série a é1é suivie par un peu
moins de 29 % des téléspecta-
teurs. Plus de 92 °/o des per-
sonnes interrogées en Autriche
n'ont pas mis en cause la crédi-
onl frouve un inierel historique,

et 68 °/v ont estimé le film objec-
tif. Comment expliguer cetlg
réaction !

L'intense campagne d'infor- .
mation menée, pendant plusieurs
semaines, par les mass media
et par les institutions publiques,
& incontesrablement Joué un
réle.’ Le ministre de I'éducation
et de la cullure, M. Sinowatz,
estimant qu'il serait = irrespon-
sable = qu'un tel film soit pro-
jelé sans que les écoliers et les
lycéens y soient préparés, mais
surtout sans que les enseignants
puissent répondre & leurs ques-
tions, avait décidé de fournir
graluitement 3ux établissements
scolaires un imporlant matériel
d'information. Une bibliographie
des ouvrages relalifs a cette
époque a été adressée aux sepl!
mille établissemenls scolaires
du pays.

courageunse

réservé aux juils sous e
nazisme. L'histoire du camp de
Mauthausen et de ses annexes,
en Haute-Autriche, les atrocités
qui s'y sont déroulées, ont été
racontées et illustrées sans |
détour, @

Toute Ia presse cependant n'a
pas eu la méme attitude. Cer-
tains commentateurs ont exprimé !
leur peur devant la résurgence
de celte sombre période de
I'histoire, d'autres ont refusé de
la reconnailre en tant que telle.
Cela était notamment le cas
du Qquotidien conservateur Dia
Presse, dont le rédacteur en
CHET,UEMT un éditorial titré « Le,

masochisme d'Holocauste =, a
'a'm"a?gam3 les vichmes dd nha-
regima cambodgien,

n _mettant rd nire_u.
'm qui, dans un bul jugé pure-
MERT  COMmEre, —TETar Tt

ﬂl}"ﬂ ’B senﬂmeni aﬂ' cuipaﬂ-
I T Ot
fif~de comple, 3 ne conda ;
qUETE T aeand,

ANITA RIND.

(1) L'Autriche compte, i
I'heure sctuelle;, 7.5 milllons

d'habitants. -/
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VIENNA (JTA) -= A leeding official of the
Austrian Federation of Trade Unions (OECB) said
this week that the American NBC-TV <eries "Holo-
caust" has convinced the majority of Austiions that
horrors of @ Nazi rule murt not occur again.  Alfred
Stroer, @ union secretary, made this statement during
o banquet on the Austrian resistance ‘o the invasion
of the country by Nazi tronps on Avx:ch 13, 1937,
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Holocaust shakes Austria, too

By Eric Bourne

Vienna
First West Germany and France. Now
Austria is reacting sharply to lolcaust. the
American [ilm about Nazi German concen-
tration camps thal has toyched off whal is
undoubtedly the most emotiona) debate felt
in this country for many years. =
Shown almost exaclly 41 years aflter
Austria, subverted [rom within by ils own
sizuble Nazi Party, was forcibly swallowed
up into the greater Reich, Holocaust riv-

mentation fram official German atd Wesr
e Allied archives with dicect testimngy o f
Austrians  who  themsclves  sere n
carverated vn sone of the swarst oo e
cluding Mauathausen m wustei) o Ll
somechow survived
Many called in

Well over TR0 people from all port oo °
Austria boesieged the speciad telepanes e
ORF lad on for public conment Soi
the calls were broadeast as They v o .

02 Yeleea v

clted the country; biggest-ever radio-TV
audiences.

On four successive evenings, ORF (Aust-
nan radio afd television) screened (his
grnm seven-hour_ half-conventional. half-
documentary movie about Hitler’s millinns
of victims, mostl .le“a bofure and during
World War I1. =~ L

It was preceded by ur(mduc!or} pancls
on both media that mixed film and docu-

mately H per cent approved ORF's decision
to screen the film and expressed the call-
ers’ awareness — often,-it_seemed, for the
first time — of the lessontit seeks to pul
across. (Vienna, whieh in 1838 gave Ihitler a
rapturous welcome, showed an even higher
percentage. ) b

Thirty-two percent, it was said, were
“definitely” negative, the rest noncommit-
tal.

When the final sequence -faded from the
screen, TV and radio launched intu dis-
cussions in which well- knmm public hgures
members of government, and, again. (:lmp
survivors took part.

In the past Austria has, both publicly and
privately, often exhibited a highly am-.
bivalent attitude toward the Nazi past. in-
cluding its own.

Frequently, judicial action against known
and identified Nazi criminals was ex-
tremely tardy. Court verdicls were often
“solt" despite overwhelming evidence

But Holocaust — whatever its film menits
might be argued to be = has, in fact, been a
bombshell. much as 1t was in West Ger-
many shortly before.

It revealed a quite new, unsuspected de-
gree of apparent public concern tryving to
come o terms with problems hitherto well

There were those,
whose vinces choked
press shock at the kore s the min v
with such authenpeny, There s te ot
who angrily denounced o as
and  as
Western
mercralized just Iihe
harror lilin

Mnidvsis wf the

both pmen and Wiz
Abey teed Lo

endlL il
vonired by

subjeect  now Senn
any otber gl

Cpropaganda’
Allies,  the

calls shased appros

concedtled in the cuploard e
bate shows no sign of flagging
Above all, the hlm generated ante o eoan
lerest among the vounger generation
Omissions resented
TOAfter the war and cven anul qu:
cently, history teacking i Austriar sebone,
and wniversities on the wi e 103 15 Nua
periekd wis skumpy - Watemng Howoe. !
young people seemed Suddenly 1o be ez
Ing just how much hald beer omitusd aed o
resent il
It prompted the edueniion miness o1 oot
tler schools o nstitute deta'ed a5t s fou
class discussion of the [l senl s ~enify
cance for tday ad the e Loe
There was an extraordingry 10 b
between parents and th o
alder children
The Latter would b
worn argutfient o that e jat
forgntien You e wrony oo s, et
old todd e azher 1D den’t W s e,
[your seneration] ed all tese o o 2N,
oul elling us whal happerad

jribli de,

bt

R L B0 LA . (LB R |

qore g e ol

Holocaust, sand M~ Hosi o s g iy
a Mauthiuse t sussiver bid 1o bk
awhole pemer e an ey ey e, o

looked ax Than i 1t s )i o e
meoAusirie ton
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How A Hiar s R ; cted to Telews:on s ‘Horocaust |
To the Editor: ¢, 5‘»”Ef Bk b "‘J‘i‘ " «Holocaust shakes Austria, 100™), but  _ any of the above? Why doesn’t he men-

l.n'l'hemo MEMHM-{& .is also in.blatant contradiction to @  tion that the editorials he chose to
mann ‘regorts: from: Vienna on reac- - § v _representative poll, taken independ- quote were among the few exceptions,
tions to the screening of ‘*Holocaust™: ! ™ ently by the two leading Austrian poll- that virtually all others came out in
mhmrhntelwtﬁmhamywhldh . sters, after the complete series was strong support of the series? Why.is

must be termed misleading, if not In: ;a&nn. They found that 87 percent  there no word about the many letters
fact an outright. mﬁmﬁ -m"mlhuslasﬂcmdsaﬂsned" (the to the editor, published in the latest
thasmytelmminm,g i issue of Profil, both unanimously and
Austria been watched by as.many 5 ';" T unequivocally condemning Dr. Scin-
viewers as *‘Holocaust” (2.2 milliog, zi's point of view? And why does he not
or 44 percent, saw the whaole series, s : mention that the Austrian Minister of
compared with 29 percent ip Germax /. ssary’’; a g Education has asked Austrian-teach-
ny; 2.9 million, or 50 percent, 5w at ——ebies ' ers “'to deal with the horrors of the

leastonepmntn) Thepercentageof =~ Ot the mmmn letters written to'  Nazi occupation during World War [1"
persons who responded With calls t0¢ * various Austrian publications, an ' — according to a dispatch from the
the television . network was twice as _ -overwhelming majority expressed -, Jewish Telegraphic Agency reprinted
high as in Germany. -+ - S themselves-strong inmany U.S. publications? * =

The United Press lntemat.hnal dis- . THOMAS NOWOTNY
Consul General of Austria
New York, March 29, 1979

mmxsmwm

ing it;-lead to’, By L i
American newspa é&d:_gq:‘um‘. ' -
Austrians 0.K: ust*m-;'l'V?';i . -

(Paterson [N.J.] Evening M)‘ £
The Times headline, as if
the article's ambiguity, mds."kany
AustﬂmSeemtoBusuentW'Ho!o-
caust.” " This creates a general lm-}
pression which is not-only contradic--
tory to all other reports from’ Viehna,
(The Arizona Republic; for instadce;
writes: “Austrians Applaud Serles'\a\
Themnstianmmnmornwul

. .o

- .

'-."“-- :
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64 RADIO-TELEVISION  14%- U 1TT] gAY

 Austria Reacts Mostly Favorable’
To “Holocaust’; 13% Negative

By ER{’HE RE;I:D
. ienna, March 20. a
i Holocaust.” the Americun v se- “Holocaust’ In Austria
ries centering on wartime ex- ks ad
termination of Jews, scored a (Continued from Page 64) el
marked success in Austria, the}| tor Gerd Bacher, suid that there are

homeland of the man who started it
all, Adolf Hitler. According to the
latest figures, some 2,200,000 Aus-
trians saw the four-part tube series
that was shown recently on Chan-
* mel 2 of the national Austrian net-
work, ORF. g
Video officials here say that “per-
¢ centage-wise™ there had been at
least a 50% higher rate in both the
interest and alter-reactions of view- |
ers to “Holocaust” than in neigh-
«boring West Germany which has
some 10 times more tv viewers than
here. The officials said that after the
showing of “Holocaust™ ORF had
received a record number of tele-
phone calls, some 7,361, compared
to the 30,000 that had been made to
the West German network.

In 2 telephone interview poll
tuken by ORF, 87% of the people ex-
pressed the opinion that *“Holo-
caust™ had been either very good or

no plans to repeat the series, which
comfortubly outdrew in viewer in-
terest the international shows
gwn at the same time on Channel

e, :

During the showing of Holo-
caust, Austrian police took precau-
tonary measures to safeguard the
Vienna headquarters of ORF fol-

lowing the receiving of bomb

threats and letters of protests. How-

cussions. In one of the few minorin-
cidents, unknown persons had dis-
tributed anti-"Holocaust™ leaflets
at the site of the Mathausen war-
time Nuazi concentration camp,
which is about 120 miles west of this
Austrian capital, ;
- When asked about “'Holocaust,”
Jewish-born Austrian chancellor
Eruno Kreisky said that he had not
-seen the series, Heexplained, “Any-
one who counted the victims of Nazi
persecution in his own family did

- sutisfactory while only 13% be-
* lieved that it had been poor and un-
worthy of being shown. Some pro-
tested that it had been a typically
distorted Hollywood film and
wanted to know why the Ameri-
cans at the same time had not pro-
.. duced a film showing the wartime
7 bombing and destruction of Ham-
burg and other West Germany

cities.

been objective, and 92% believed
that the facts of the film had been

true. Only a small percentage |

thought that the series had been

“kitchy™ or childish. Most of the |

viewers thought that the series had
been packed with emotion and ten-
. sion. Despite the positive reaction to
“Holocaust,” ORF general direc-

Some 68% thought the series had

not need this film."

(Continuedon page74) - L

ever, there were no serious reper--
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