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AUSTRI A--A NATION MOVED 

"Shown almost exactiy 41 years after Austria, subverted from within by 

its own sizable Nazi Party. wa s forcibly swall owed up into the· great er Rei ch, 

Ho 1 ocaust ri vi ted the country' 5 bi ggest-ever rad 10-TV audi ence I II reported 

the Chri sti an $c i ence Monitor {our ..£days after the 1 as,t epi sode was aired. 
-n f.L t; ....... LI R /IIl--e,l~~7~~ 1 "'" nd~ . I'<!'::!r. ·, ,_ .. . , ..... 
I If. nut ttMwajiiil 'whi ch the h'ge ~ responded to ·Uo1~~uj.U!rgw .. ,,-~.}-

tradi.ctory interpreta~ions in the foreign press's coverage of the series. 

"Holocaust Moves Austrian Viewers,1I .wrote the Washington Post, while 

the Jewish Telegraphic Agency found a "Mixed Reaction to 'Holocaust ' Film." 

Variety magazine told its readers that I1Austria Reacts Mostly 'Favorable' 

To ' Holocaust': 13% Negative," but the New Yo"'" Times correspondent in 

Vienna thOU9h~th t."Ma%,Austrians Seem, to ,Bristle at TV 'Holocaus);' ,: '?- \J ~ 
~ TtJ . /If,w> ~ ~ "rh.f~ "Il-t )'7'YM-<?« Iv tz.; /J 

Unarguably, t e showing of the series on the government owned ORF )of. " 

television and radio network touched off a major national debate about the 

Nazi era. It sparked a new interest in the hor.rors of the past among the 

Austrian young, led to the" first serious teaching about the era in the nation's 

schools, and brought about a wide ranging set of responses in the press 

~nd from national politicians. 

----~ReWR-~R-YRlRte~FY~teg-~Rsta++~eRts-9R-P~l~Q-ti~Q-QR-Ma~'b_l7_27_3_aDd_47 __ 
_ ...... ~_._. ___ ~as watched by 

~9+9,-!ke-e"t;.e-stepyfC~2;299;99Q-y;ewe'5.-.F-44%-.f-tR.-p.P"~.t'.'-('s--
~. --' --...... ---- .... "; . 

~;~~;.R_~e.~le;-saw-at-least-&Ae-;R5talloeR'.------- -

----Qff;E;al5-a'-QR~-Fe~ •• te~-tRat-tkey-""ee;ye~-a-.ee •• ~-l,5QQ-Eall5-a~.'t 

'.8-<;.5t--------------
Offic •• ls-.t-gR~-•• p.Ft.~-tRat-tR.y-••••• ¥eQ-a-.eE •• ~-1;-_ 
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add to p. 1 

The program was shown in X" uninterrupted installments on prime time 

on March 1, 2, 3 and 4, 1979. It was preceeded by panel discussion~ on (.A'1I;.~ 
elected officials~ Sc-Ll." .. f, t,,1J.,,1'1 ..... ( ·~~ 

tel evision ad on radio that a1 so incl uded/ film and dosumentation from the 5~ 

e1if" 0:1 Gennan and Western Allied archives.., aild dlR!cc Eestilhdllj Flci" 

THE FIGURES 

Two and one-fifth million Austrians. or 44% of the, population, saw 

the entire series (as compared with 29% in Germany), and 2.9 million, or 

50%, saw at least one installment. 

Officials at .the state-owned television station reported that they 

received a record 1,500 call s about the first episode~ about 8a:lfzlixwM.zrM. 

equally divided between pro- and anti-Ho1iocaust. Newspaper polls indicated 

a similar division at the time. "There were strong anti.-semitic COl1lT1ents 

and ihllt-~y-tl:le-t~fRe-tRe-hf'st-~RstanfReFit-was-eye~ oa 11 s lirgi n9 TV off; ci a 1 s to 

sclU>w--~kt:...\~r~u~e l!.:t~i~e~s.'..' -,aO's0lw~h-""'-rrotle;apPu;;ib;i1~i~C i n i on ana 1 yet Peter 0; em, who 

monitored the initial night;s showing response. ~t, he reported, "the 
that night 

number of posi tive reactions gradually incaeased"/after the program ended. 

By the time the series was over, ORF had gotten 7,361 calls--aga;n, a 

record--and that represented a larger percentage of viewers calling in than 

the German station WRD received when it showed Holocuast. Indeed, officials 
2t- ~ 

said that ~ was 50% higher than was experienced in West Germany. 
{> 

Even still, the general response was not wholly positive, and there ~ere 

enou9h angered or disbelieving calls for the Jewish Te1e9raphic Agency to 

note that many Austrians Ilappeared querulous about the reminder of their 

Nazi past I .• r 2 
I v 
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Sot An analysis of the cal ls that came in throughout theA series 
wl..1... 

_ 44% thought well of the series, atld tl16.! 32% disl iked it. The remainder 

were non-committal. Many within that 44% expressed their awareness (often, 

RF 5aid~ it seemed for the first' time) of WRit the lesson the series bore. r--, the 
But a general response, as i ndicated in a joi nt pan byxln Austrian 

public opinion researc~ organizations showed thaT 87% of all viewers reacted 

positively to the show, and that only 13% reacted .negatively.This poll found 

that 92% agreed it was "credible," that 79% found it "genuinely moving,1I 

that 73% fl.llJllal thought it "necessary, and that 68% thought Holocaust UobHective. 1I 

Only 5% actua lly objected to i;.Ki"" ru.-J VL.~. /,~ ~ .' -:Z4~ 
rf) __ ~ ~ £.;. W vi JL;.-. J7 fl....<... '-'-./ '" i · . 

I This breakdown suggests certai n fi ne distinctions (that not a11_ those 

who found it credible were also mooed by it; that some people thought it was 

necessary even if it weren't objective in its presentation). Yut a more 

significant aspect of the viewer 9FeakdeWR-Qe¥ele~e~-9~t-9f-t~@-a9@-9F@ak~9wR§ 
50 

lR-~l@W@~-F@S~9RS@~W~l6~-t~@-~9Jl-f9~RQ~W~tJ@-~A%-ef-alJ-A~§t~~aRs-watE~e~--

t.e-eRtiFe-seFiesT-99%-e'-t.ese attitudes is suggested by the fact that 

before the showing of Ho"l ocaust, a poll found 74% of its respon~ents against 

. =>. its being shown and only 24% in favor. 

~ The young, in part i cular, reacted strongly "to what were for them, the 

revelations of the series . 
debate 

extraordinary radio IX1I1.1:111, II reported the Christian Science Monitor, . . 

"between parents and their own teenage and older children. II 

liThe la ter ,II the paper sa. i d. IIwoul d have none of" the well worn arguments 

that 'the past should be forgotten.' ·You are wrong,' sat~ one 18 years old 

told his father. "1 don't know how you (your generation) lived all these years 

wi thout tell in9 us what happened.' II 
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A leading official of the Austrian Federation of Trade Unions. Alfred 

Stroer, concluded from the national debate that the series had convinced 

a majority· of Austrians that ther terrors of the Nazi rule must npot occur 

aga in. 

THE PRESS 

All the Vienna ~.iiial daily newspap~s applauded the sh9Wing.~ Holocaust, 
_ "" e . e.;- · »vj"" 

with t~e sole exception of Die Presse, an~u'tra-conservatile newspaper which 

likes to style itself as 'The uTimes · of Austria." and whose reputation rests 

largely upon its. past--when its largely Jewish editorial staff included 

Theodor Herzl, the founder of Zionism, and David Ben Gurian, Israelis first 

Prime Minis ter . 

Paul Hoffman. writing from Vienna for the New York Times itself, reported 

that Die Presse dismissed the series as "horror bore in the Holl ywood manner, II 

€l eated "jilwFel) 

t~i!n dellal"s. II 

" guilt feelings. 

9Wt. gf ~1:JS i Ress ; Ate I (3 t, ) (5, aREI fSF flO 0 the, pUrpose 
6L/c...--M 

lIolocaust was, said tills pape" {speculation on scare aney 
HeffmaA "¥'Qte that til;] "a~el is I1 sQmetiA:les described as 

A,lstria's 'padiRi paP?f," and tl'latTt complained that no televiSionreries 

had ever been done on the bombing of Hamburg, the slaughter under Stalin, or 

the Pol Potts regime's massacres in Cambodia. 

Hoffman also nwot~~ ~rovinc;al newspaper 
~ ,n . 

w:1i .i~1i lieEt eEtyaPy aCerbj~bO{J1--ttte- series. and 

Salzburger Volksblatt, 

wlli eA ran a seri es 

on "The Other Holocaust," the post-war explusion of Germans from Czechoslovakia. 

The Neu Kronen-Ze itung the Austrian paper with the largest circulation, he 

reported, filled two pages with what it stated was a representative selection 

of reader comments phoned in after the first part of Holocaust was on the 

air. Only 10 out of 30 unequivocally expressed shame or horror. (Hoffman ......,,J--
did not relate opinion anal yst Peter Diem's findings that SW~k~MW~~* calls 

\,'-"L_ ..r Tl4, r e."L 
to the broadcasting station~ ~'9¥"e Wiest: ailti lIal&euus't at this same time.) 
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Hoffman's reporting produced an irate letter to the New York Times from 

Thomas Nowotny, Consul General of Austria in New York. Hoffman's story was 

written, charged Nowotny. ";n a way which must be tenned misleading., 

if not in fact an outright misrepresentation. II 

"Of the numerous letters to the editor written to various Austrian 

pub' ications, an overwhelming majority expressed themselves strongly in, favor 

" J of the program. and also of the subsequent televised discussions ..• Why, lVo,-.. ~,,/ ~JIr'1 

\ 1 doesn't he mention that the editorials he chose to quoye were among the 

few exceptions, that virtually all others came out ins trong support of 

the series." ~e asked. . 

But Nowotny did not dispute the text of the.Quotes. For there were 

two sides to the Austrian res~~nse: and t~~ side was large enough 

to ~rQ~~ re~eFts-tA-etAeF.fepet~A~Me~ta~ Jewish Telegrphic Agency report 

which found a "mixed reaction!! in the 

THE POLITICIANS· RESPONSE 

Chancellor Bruno Kreisky seemed to 

but at the same time. somehow a~biguous response in his statements about the 

series. Addressing a socialist party convention on the day of the first 

evening 1s broadcast, he said he thought the series should prompt a discussion 

of the roots of Nazism . IIWe have to make sure that it will not happen· again~ 

We must talk sensibly with each ether and not look silently." 

~l!It He also warned against umindless black and whi.te painting that 

simply pronounces all those guilty who lived then, and presumes to judge them 

without knowing of the pain that is haunting them. n He declared that he knew 

more than most people . about the crimes of the era because of the close friends 

and relatives he had lost then. "Yet, without examining Xl how it hl" •• !.x 

could ocur,lIsai"x we will not be more intelligent another time," he observed, 

supporting thusly the message of the show. 
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But when asked if he had seen it, Kreisky replied thaT he hadn't. ex-

plaining that UAnyone who counted the victims of Nazi persecutipn in his 

own family did not need thi 5 film.\' bexatzlEIlI2;heKZJl!aietzhexz 

-AAd ,Ve also suggested that "Neither nationalism ·nor chauvinism, including 

Jewish chauv inism, will help solve the problem of anti-sem;·tism." 

A leading member of Parliament, Dr. Otto Serinzi, was perhaps the 

most prom; nent spokesman fOT the ri ght-wi ng antagoni sm to the fi 1 m. 1181 eeat:ls'£, 

~ elailiied, "helped Fleitl:ler the ~ ':R the bief'I'Ral'ls, it t:iu damaged both" · 

"One ~hin9 seems sure, " he '09RtiRttefi. "the cash registers in Hollywood and 

Moscow are i n harmony. By this he meant to suggest 'that the series had 

not only been produced in Hollywood. but t~.t it .ad been fonanced by the 

i •• U.S.S.R. to undermine the Germans. The only leading figure to come close 

to threatening the Jews, · Scrinzi spoke of the IIdeep irrationality" of the 

Jewish personality and" religion ."i which was apt to "trigger confusions, fear 

nations." and eventually bloody aggressions in almost all host 
/...,<w<-A ) 

Soc ri nz i IS rema rks Adrew rna ny c ri t i ca 1 1 etter, ~-t:oor-;'''Re:e 'li",iia'lgroar!.+inllee-lPP,i".Hf<;i~l.,.,_ 

~ Counsul General NowotnYt-· ""tJl 
THE RIGHT 

But there was no denying that the Austrian right, even if, as the pg'l~ 
mostly consited of fringe groups and feactionary polit;cii~s and 

. I it/ represented a sml ll percentage of the Austrians in th.i~ view 

of Holocaust. nonethe"less made its 

In addition to the anti-semitic 
en 

views known. 
.... y 

and anti-Holocaust phone calls that ORF 

II~.ixei and the Neu Kronig Zeitung received, there were distributed in the 

southern city of Graz leaflets calling Holocaust lithe biggest lie in history.1I 

In Vienna, demonstrators were expected around the tlllXisXI ORF studio, 

and the police threw a security cordon around the building. But no protestors 

appeared. The director of Channel Two. however. received death threats 

relating to the film's airing. 
I> "Ef-e--t" 
~~~n further testimony to the powerful impact Holocaust exerted 
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upon the great majority of Austrians, the right-wing Freedom Party fell 

victim to an internal split over the series. The party's national leadership 

vehemently dissociated itself from the anti-Holocaust pamphlets that were 

published by the party's own extremist wing. 

And a call came for the outlawing of the Act ion New Right organizat;o~, 

signed by almost 100 Vienna Un.; versity professors and staff !fIembers . 

EDUCATION 

The governmen~ did respond to the series, in a more significant fashion. 

Fred Sinowatz. the Minister of Education. had anticipated, even before the 

airing, that interes~ in Holocaust would spillover into the classroom. In 

order to help teachers prepare for this, the Ministry sent to the schools a 

list of information materials whioh teachers could request. 
had begun 

After the airingJ Sinowatz requested that Austrian teachers "deal with 

the horrors of the Nazi occupation during World War II. He·e~de~~-~eaeReFs-

~e-tRs~ttttte-deta;jleEl-aREI-se~~eYS-Elass-El~SEijSS~eRS-eA-tRe "After the war and 

until quite recently, !' noted the Christian Science Monitor, "history teaching 

in Austrian schols and univer~ities on the whole 1933-45 Nazi period was 

scimpy. Watching Holocaust, ·young people seemed suddenly to be realizing just 
. II 

DOw- muc"h had been oi1'mitt.ed and to resent it. He ordered teachers to isstitute 

detailed and serious talks on the fi lm and its significance for today and for 

the future. 

CATCHING THE NATION 'S CONSCIENCE 

The prestigeous Frenc'h newspaper Le Monde told its readers that Holocaust 

wa "a shock for the Austrians" which "caught the consc;jence" of the nation. 

f ,.1------')- consensual 
T re is no doubt¥ but that, in Austria as in Germany, the eMitaKli repres-

s i on of a terri b 1 e era had been torn as i de . Not all were pleased by the 

experience of recinsidering the past, but as the Austrian television poll 

showed, the 9reat majority of the country found itxBfteeSlixJx they had needed 

to do so. 
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VIENNA (JTA) _ .. FrL·d Si/,owo tl. , Mi "i:. t<;, r 
of Educotion, has oskf'd A .... lrion teochcn 10 dcal 
with the horrur!l of 'l ie NOli oC(upotioli during 
Wo rld Wc r II when the : .. JBC - TV "~ lo l ocuu~I " ~ j ~ r i c~ 

', ;$ !.hown On Alls trion t ,: I'~v i~i(,fI eo rl y in t..Jv.rfch. 
Hundr~d) of thou;,nd ~ r.,r Au~trj(J/l~ wil l ,,;1,:" .... "/1010-
(01-,51" orld , there will h : " lo t o f discussi ons 1-'1 
V il'Wt:'~ in tl l ( : ~ hCl III(;'; , )i'lo"':o tl loOid. Ti le r" I:. 

no doubt tha t tlu· .Jis(:";);I)w. · .... ill I.e "orri~'d m'er I f) 

11,(., sd,o( . .t!o oud the lc' I(. II( · I ~ IIIcist I:..c well p' ~'pored ", 
for tl lis, ~c ~id. The Mi lll!o lry wi ll tilt.' rc forl.: sen . .! 
to schools 0 Ii ~t of i'l fvr rll(J~ion lTlot~rio l!i wl~~ c. h con 
he re~estc~ by h~och('I! . . 
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_ 0~+_-'-' -,: ~"" ,-' ,-""" 'c-' "C",-""_'"",,,',"-.'. - . --.-. -
JrA DAILY NEWS £ 

U:B,2 ,J979 ------,--
, , 

NEW YORK (JTA) -- The Au~trion Radio and 
Television network ORF, announced lhuMay that 
the American-mode NBC-TV film drama "Holo
caust" will be aired in Austri a eorly in fv'o£l rc.h in 
four uninterrupted installments in prime lime. Ac
cording to the~u~fflon inf'brma hon Ccnler here, the 

' program will be cpmplementf!d by documentaries 
and discussions b)"".histo rians . ORF is government 
owned. . '. , ' 
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TO: _.fu.~~. v\' __ ._ __ C> ~ e:9rlo• 0 't fty 'Un, ~ . 

" 

• , 

JEW'SH CHRONIC' E 

MAR 23 1979 

Holocaust ' 'film , , - . . 

~~plits ' party , 
-. Fro."'SIMONE "[YSEL~ 

Vn_~· .. ~.', ?, , , 
= Two Wreks diu the scrt f nln lo: of 
"HoloaUst," the Amerlc~n TV film 
sirriti, the 'publici ~b.te on Nati 
War crimes condnun In Austria, 

f,~ The: series hu caused •• plil in 
' ~-;:he ' ,J;!.!ibt.w!.q,";: rrffde;m Party, 

, Whose ._ national ·l leadeNhl~.' has 
; fthei;be"~t!y : iS issoC.ultid itsell. from 
"£he aritl!·'Hblotaust; · pamphlelV 
! ~blls~;,_ihhe '~~ extremlsv 

' . - .. ;:~. '. .. ':. ~ '":f..;i~ ~ "~;' , " . .... :~ :t.'Nnrt,,,,.l!.· y itnDi' Uaiversily I 
~.' " \ ~rHlOn ' iiWf'4.othir', itaft have 

.... ¥" ~: et.Pe:d 'an-' .p~~~·:t!1~',Aus'rian I 

. ' 

.. -:._', ~ Gqyenuntat ,to O\Itl.w thl' "Action I 
.. ._,: New Ript," ao exmmist group..., 

" 

.-

' • . 1 

~,; 
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JEWJSH __ ~!OMt(lL __ 
MAR 9 1979 

--~.~~--- .-----

-'Holoca'ust' 
'in Austria 
~Pt.. SIMONE MEYSILS 
.~ ... . . ' 
~ ~OIlf'owidlni' \ht 'coevUCI, "Holl>-

• capt.;' tile Amtrt~G TV ~m 
... ea1n. nkb was Illmed mainly In 
'\,\aatrla. wtl.h lb. PIIt1I~lpltion of 

lUlL)' weU·Down Autrtaa Iclon 
.. . aDd .. b ee" p1Md all OVtf· 

,wkllll1a&ly tnourabl. nspol'lSe. 
;.: A ,...t poll coadllCtld by Aus
.triaD. publk gpinioD . I'el8Rh 
~tlooa s.bowed. Wt 59 per 
",cu.t 01· ell ~A\lStrtaas over 18 
._U:Md It leat one ~, ~ per 
ft'Dt .. tchecl .. U 101lT, Ind 44 'per 
~~t ... t~bH the lut PItt. . 1'.' 
##. No leu ' thAD 17 per cent uf O 

'. . .9iewen t'tuted poIlUvely to " Holo
ClIlSt," wbUe IS per cent rncLed 
Delltln),.. Autt"'n lifttvtsl 'ln ~. 
eel,," more th.n 7,000 \elephont 
calls, 44 per toen1 of them Incur· 
jeble. '. 
: ,. VlrlOU.S Rllht·win, frtnle Iroups 

.' dlatrlbuted InU·-Holocawt" plm· 
, . pblets. and saV:tr1Il de.th Ih~lIts 
.. ' 'ftre mlde to the dlrettor of TV l 
, .', CM],nel 2. I , 

,'\ The Alhtrlan edUCltion luth'orl· 
,&lei h.ve dedded 10' discuu th~ 
aubji!'rt e.tenslvely In primary and 
~ndl.l'}' sthoob ihd to Intenslly 

, " Ule te1i'chln, or contemponry his· 
tOry' In aU adQ)'" 

. " AD the Vienna daUIes we!('Omed 
the lbo..tnJ or the: IUm It.ties, wllh 

. ~Jhe ucepUon of " OM Pnue." In 
ultn«ln&l!rv.tive paper, wMeh 
.IdH to nil lUlU" 'Tbe Time,' 01 

·~Austrla ... 
• TIle 91P"' O'fIft 1\1 reputation 
•• tl~l)' to Itl latttty Jewish tdl· 
torial ,taft' before thl Sftond 
WOI"\d W." wlmt memben in· 
dudd TModor HlttI (the foundtr 
of Zionism) Ind Ol'tid Bell-Curiun 
(Israll', ftrst Prime Minister) who 

~. ~. as Palestlnt ~spond.ent . 
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An.Defamation taa9ue of B'nai B'riIh, New YO<I<, N.Y. 

TO: M~')... I I , _._ ._:..:.......,.::. ~ ___ o3-.~Qc:::-\ 1 •• t::L __ , _ \ 

1TA DAILY NEWS ::::::TIN 

MAR 6 1979 

, . 

MIXED REACTION TO 'HOLOCAUST' FilM 

' • . f 

, VIENNA, Iv\:Irch 5 (JTA) - -. Th", fi~t epi sOde 
of the NBC-TV film serres "Ho loclJ..,\ f ;" ~.-:rcene-d 
on Stote~wned tel~vi sio!l lo~t Thur~doy night, drew 
a mixed reaction from view~r ~ . Offic ioh r~: rort~d 
thot the record .1500 telephone co ll~ r.;:ce ivcd at 
the stVditU were divided about evenlv for ord 
ogoin,' .thl! showirl9. Ncw~ropcr polf~ ) how~ (J 

simile. division. , , . 
Police threw a ~curity coroon around the tel-

evision studios during the broadcast "to pcvent 
tbreotened right-wing demomtrct iom wt no',inci
dents were reported. In Groz in the ~ulh of Aus-

. ./ tri~~ le~f1e" were distributed, pr~'~l!,n,bl y by right
wi~ organizations, coll ing the Holocatl.st " !'he big -

. . ·' gest lie in history." : 
~ - ... ;..~<. lri·.~ontrast to West Germany, where the· fil m-:-

;,' rnCrde ·G .tremendou~ j~ct when it was sho wn in . 
~n'~Q.iY., many Austrians appeored querulou~ about 
the reritinder of their f\tJzi post .. Austri a wo!. occ u
pied b)' the Nozis in 1938 when a vast moiprity 
of the FOPJlace approved of the Anschluss. A i"l..'rn
ber of A.lIstricn I\Jozis ployed leading rol e s in the . 
extermi,qtion or Jews. . 
. Chonc"allor Bruno Kreisky, odd(e~sing 0 So~jo l
ist Porty. ccinvention in lil"!.,z lost Thu rsday', ~id the 
series s~uld prompt discussion of the roots of the 
hotTors oi· r--Jazi Nle in Europe. "We ho .... e to rroke 
sure thot it will not happen ogoifl. We fllJs t talk 
sensibly wi~h each other and not look ~ ilenl.1y, ". 
he KJid. ..; \ 

He wo.~:olso quoted Q~ saying tho t Ih ~ " Nni 
oscent to power in the 1930s should be .... i t-w·ed i ll 
the perspectiye of the econDmic mi~c rit·~ of the pea

. pie in Germany and Austria at the tin ll: . "Neithe r 
nationalism f"CI{ chauvinism, includ ing Jewish 
chauvinism, will help sol .... e the pro ble m o f onti 
Semitism" .. ·""1Qid Kreisky , who i ~ o f ·j t:wi\h or igi n. 

. j . 

( 

\ 
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'Holocaust' Moves 
Austrian Viewers 
'~ ~ i..~., 
~ VI:JDrOtA, Mareb 2 (A. t») - The 
t.e"lnIIIAI Of the first IDst.all rr.ent (j r 
"Hoi '-. ... Austria resulted in 
the .sas ..,maIDber of ails (r,lm 
~.~ 1"H'I1nd by tbe s tOl te 
te~.~ ~1ce b+..'i:ausc 01 • 
IIqle 'pIOjnm, the KNIce'. bC'ad· 
- ' report ... 

-rtteN .1t't"N 5trOD, aatl ... '5Pnlilh: 
~. . commeD.U aDd callJ ur,lng TV orn· 

e1&1J . to . abow: 'Other cruelUes' :\~ . 
. ./ ... ven,- ' aald Peter Diem. aD .opinlon . 

. ~ .. bo !DODJtom the ~sponsc 
. . 1O ·tb!t ~ Dlaht Ihowin ", He ( ;' 

• . " ;"'1:0. : .1AI:d ~ .. beD the progrum ended 
• • .- , ;~ II1IIIlber ' at positive . ructlcns 
~ . . ... v1n,IIJ lDc:c eod." . ...... . ; 

• :;~ 
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Confrontation wah the past in "Ho;:)C<!ust" 
TIle AIYl~ric.:in TV Se~iC!s "Hoto-:ausf, which was IraOlsmilt€d'acrvs:; the cQuntr)' by 
Gc~an Te!evision in the last \veek of Janual)' .. was watched b!i 1n una~.pectedty 
large num!:;oer of peop!e. A fe' .... : days beforer.2nd. Ihe Cologne TV static~ rNDp.; 
showed a number of uocumentary films on perseo;:u!ion aflhe J!3WS in order to p~o· 
vide predr,:ro,;:1<lnlly younger viewers with a chanc~ of infom~jng !he...,selves 2C:OUt 
:he ::Sar.-Iesl chapier in German history. Despite the late trarislT!ission time of 9 in Ina 
ev<::ning, ~Holo:;:aus!~ achievee viewing figures I~al no-one hat! an!icipate~ . The :, 
four pMs attracted 32, 36, 39, and on the l,ir:al ~vening 41 "10 of those-watching lele-~ 
vision at It:e time. The rJram2.lised story was ioIlC\."oo on cf!;ch 'o ~ l1:Jesc -evt:nings by , 
a live- d:scussion with the p<:lrticip~n!s - including sllch victims cf'Persecut;on as 
Eugcn Kogon - p:o~~ding scholarl')o: and titerary eva!~aIi9'r] or' !hC~pr~(;~d ing pro! 
gramme I\rou~d 20 % of Ine v!r,wers st;;y30 wI:h th~ clSCUSSlon until after midnIght 
in order 10 fo!low wh,,\ was said or to participate by p.h:o~ing in QI,IBSl!9,r.S: D.:.!ring ~hl3 
week w'hen -Holocaust" was transmitted, television st<!tions recei'i!ed 30:000 te l_e- . 
phone cal!s and several thousand leters and telex mess9ge~ ab:>l,.(\ the p~o
grammas. An assessmcnl of viewer reactions by psychologists, statisiici2.r.s:·.l.('!{:" 
socio!C".gisls is still in progress. The response to what ..... as ijlilially" a c·cntroverSi.al 
serit;S was largely pc.silive though, c:nd it was particularly -young peo:>le··\vno 
deman'de<! more' detailed and objective information'. ' 

. .. 

----~.--.. 
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Many Austrians Seem to Bristle at TV 'HolOC~~i st ' [ 
---.-- -.---- ----.- ..... .. I 

8)' PA1JLHOFllANN Die Presse of viemn. somctimt'S de· [ was ~I r(' [lrl'~cn:;I[j\"(" ~::JCC{I"11 Oil r.LlI.! 
s.-rnouG11w_v.t;TIoMI scribed as Austria's 1~:1ding <:I:1 ily. di -;· 1T,Icnl s t hat n :;ul\:rs h:.~ rho:,·": ,:1 ~:;; r: 

VIENNA March 2B _The response to mtssed the AmericaI'! series as a "honur It.I: first p::rl II! ·· Il();."..-:, ·;.~t .. !:,~, ! 1.-:,':'1 <i1: I 
the Ameri~n leJevistaa sertes "Ha)o. bon: In the HoU)'Wood manner" lh:l.1 14' ;15 l Ilt: ai r . Qui), 10 l,f .!!'I ro;adl' •. , O;HI:.:.:- ", : 

t"l Hiller', natlw Austria ._ .. c::oncoc:ted "purely out 01 busim· . ..:. inll' r · uneqlli\'r)( I !! y nprt'ssl'd hu. n " ',1 .\!1;·:!1~·: 
~~ve~ leSS sympatbrtic thlnll~ est. yes. tor no other purpose than dll l- allht:' anr,'h'ial".~~: ~i!lio!l .> ,!r J ... , .. :;. , 
. West Germany . HostIleaad ambtl\Dll ...... " and as "merchandise In :;J. specula- l}n ' ml,l'r!'i c. .nl'c.zc~ Ihl' :\rnt' r ~r:\" I 
~ctiQftS.baund bere. tiDnon sc:are and cuiltt~lings. " sem's ~or a. var ~ t'IY of rt'~sol1 ::. ral:I, ':: ' :! 

vo~~~~:po;:J :rrck~: .~ ~ls~::CSt~~ ~I~~e~~w; :~~()~~~~~~~~Id~~fl~r:'~~j~:~t:;~~t!~-~~~ I' 

re-ennctment of the fate gf tile Jews dur- ina of Hamburg, whlch caused a f.re. be rl·vln'<1. . 
Ing.the Nazi era, shoWn'try Austrian teta. storm that enveloped Ih3t city, the killing Chancellor Bruno Krcisky, \': ~o IS 011 
Ylslon eartier this mondl. with a series M of milliOn! W'Id~r Stalin's ~Ie, and the Jew. <; h stock and de~ribcs himsel f ::.~ an 
Us own t1t)ed "The Otber Holocaust ." It m.assacm carn.ed 001 by the Pol Pot ft· agnos.tic, discus$t..'<i ··l [oI O("":I~.~ I" 11 
offered alleaationS of atroclUes commit· lime In Cambodl.. knglh durin!! a l o.:C~nt rally tl l hi:; ::'OCi;!hi I) 
ted when CzechOslovakia expelled m~ l'be Austrtan new5pa.per with I!le larg. Dcm'.Kr;.: ,c Par:y. 
lions of ethnk GenaUlS at Ibjt'end 01 est e.lreulatlon, Neue Kronen-Zeuung of HI! 'wamt'l'f lI;...dnsl "rr. i rMIj~ss ~ck· 
Wond WarJl. Yienna. filled ,wopagts with what i.' ,said and-white paintinR '-':!ill s; _ .... ,. I' : ~ 

. . ".' 

g unc ose gu!lty.~l(;iivtd ·ihm. · production had betn finnnced D)' the brought ou.r :i ~JX' ci:l 1 i~.'iU~ 1i11':<1 ·· .... u:>· 

X ncr-presumes 10 Judge tllem -..j(hO:Ut Soviet Union to disparage- the Gcrman.'i. Iria's !'h:\ rc in Ihe Fin;!] S:!~ut,OIi . ·· Tn~' 
nowing of the pain tbat is ha~ Similar charges were made, :o;omclimes magazin,: rC'Clllcd Iblt Ad')i! l-: i(·l.rrl:!r!n, 

them." . " more crudely, In leallets alt3cking who ()TI ~;lni7.ctllhc d'."porl a:" 'r, ::r"IIl~\lr. 
Mr. Krei~~:y declared thai he bIIr;v "Holocaust" that ~Nazi Groups d rcu. dl'r of J l'WS. " lr huugh ;"I f)., iI\"<· ,( Ih ,~ 

more thon most people about the crimes !aled. Rhin('! ::and. J.: r.:wuft l/l,\USt, i ; •. 
. Ihnt we-re committed under Hitler be- ,.,!>t. Scrinzl. a neurologist, chargedlhal. Prof'll lisr .!d ":~,rr prunl 'w" ': .. ,' ,. r !",:,;1 
cauS(' close relatives and dear trieDltS ~~."dtep irrationality" of thc Jr.wish N"z;!i who h:I.J t">o.'C:I i mplo, ; ,:·.~1 :/1 .... ;'( 

had died at the- hands of lite Ge~ ~leandUleJewishreligionwereilptlo (riml's anrl (t.nr.lutll1i Ih ':! ","'~:l:~':-!!i 
"Yet, Without namtnlns how it CQU)ct r.triiaer confusions. fear and \'vcn!ually Jfli ncd in the 'mu rderS Wht'f:.:·:· .• ·r :!:,. :· . . I~ .• 
occur. we will not be more tnlelligent ~ ~.y aggressions In almost allliUsl nOl· t rran li ilicr :;mJ ~ I !> fj!: rm:.r, t.·.: :.;n •. :; 
other Ume," !hp ChlU'lttllorobser"v'al. _ ... ::::" . ...·ish<:d,,·_· _______ _ 

A leading rlght·,",ns poliLiciaD aDd ··An orpnlz.ation of forme r memN:r!'i of 
member of Parliament. Ott9,.SCrlnziH~ the AttStrtan antl·~azi undc:""l; round 
In a published commenT'ai8t'~ movement during World War II iSSUl:d il 
caust" series had "helped neither the I'!p011 on "Holocaust an!! Aust ria ." Wolf· 
Jews nor the Germans, It has rathetdaID- lana NeugeMuer, whocnmpiled the pub. 
aged both."' Ik:.aUon. said that "(he special rtll t:' or 

"One ttling only seems 'i5W'I!," be went Austrian Nazis in ttle radicalization o~ 
on, "the cash fegisten>1n Hollywood _ ~Ilz.l poIldes toward the Jews is am Y\. . 
~oscoware inharmony." ~ed." , . . 

The rI!fl'Iark implied thai the televtstaB .' Tbe Vienna news ma~aZ :l'le ro t ,. ~. y 
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Committee 

~- 'I~ di~~~~i'~n d'<Holocauste> 

Un choc Ilour les Autricbiens 
P 

l U$ d. trenle /Ins .pr~t la 
guetr., une vllritable prise 
lilt conscie"~e de I'lIm{leur 

dM ~rjmf;S n.zis s'esl .. II, 1'11;_ 
dulle den$ III popul.IiOf! '~I,i
chienne 7 Av.tnl de diffuur Ie 
film Holocauste sur Ie f;eli! 
'eran, le$ 'esl>onSllbles vien~ois 
de Iii t6ltvislon .valan, d'cid' 
d'.l/endro In ,t.etlons • $I 

projee/ion en AI:emagne t'df1r.'e. 
Pfud.nc. It..di/ionnol/. dlln$ un 
pays ou, apr~s 1945, pluslfurs 
proe~s c~'ilbrlls cant" d'ar;ciMs 
nllzis $I sont lermln'$ Pit tes 
non·liell el oil I'on • Irop !en
dance • ollblier que plu$i«1r$ 
• deu/anIS d. I, • soJulion 
1111.1 • • (Adoll Eleh;n,nn, Kal.n· 
brunner, no/ammenl}, s.ns paller 
d'Hil/er /u/-m!me. elllenl d'o,i. 
gine ,"trfehicnne. La d'cision 
des Allils de eonsiderer fAu
tfi~he eomme la p1emJllftl ~ielma 
du R.ieh • sens dOllle f.volis' 
Cit refoulemenr du pilul, 

Or, de 'a~on USel surprllfllflte, 
la ehoe e.lIs' per Holoc.uste en 
Alllfiche s.mble evolr " ,. aL$S1 
grafll1, sinon p:us peu,~:re, 
qll'en AJlema9ne l.d'/al., du 
moins s/ 1'011 en croit Ie:; rewl
lars de J'anqu'ta qll' vienlJ1nt 
de pub/i.r d'llx Ins/ilut$ d. 
/Sond.g,s tfop,'nlOIl. 

Plus de dli'lIx millions de r-er
,onlles an moyenna (I}, lolf 

4.f ' I. ell !'ensembl. des til'· 
sper;laltufs, Of!( re';jerel' IOu/ ou 
partie ct'Holo(:8usle. ,I 87 'I, 
d'~rll" eux font ;ug' .. II •• 
bo" _ all _ IX>n _. En R.F.A ., 
$I)/on les mtmn $Ollr~eJ. /a 
s~rie B 116 suivie par un p, lI 
moins de 29 'I. des ,.Jupecla. 
1,lu$. Plus de 9<' '/0 du per
sonne, Inlerroglu en Aultlch. 
n'ont ~u mis ell c'uu I. cr'eIi· 
6,',/. 11,; i"Ui r,lalles, 83 '/. y 
om /rowli un mJe,et nislorique. 
et 68 ",. Ont .slime Ie IiIm obiec· 
fl!. Comment ';fe/'q",r cell! 
,fac/,on ? 

L'mtenn campt!lfle d'inIOf • 
matron mimi" pencl,nt plus/e/Jls 
semit;ntls. par lIS mass media 
at par In Ins /ill/lions publlqu,s, 
a incontesrlbl.m,nl /Oul un 
r6ls : l S minil,lre de r'ducll/ion 
., de I, cull",., AI. $Inow.tt, 
es/lmillll qu'U seraif • ;"espot>
uble - q\t'un tel film soit pro
jet" $IllS qu. /es eco/ier, et I," 
lye dens y $oletll pr'"arls, mals 
surfoul sans que le$ ellselgna"'s 
pulss.nt I'polldre a I.ur$ qUC$
l io.u, /lvail dllr::idll de fourn lr 
grlll uilemeTII 'ux 'tablJ'sstmenIS 
seo/lires un imDOr/llnl ma/'riel 
d'in formatlon, Une bibliogr/lphl. 
dIS oll\'(agl$ ,alafils • cent 
lipoque a "1 ,.<t,ud. IIUX sepl 
mill e etablissemftnts seolaires 
du ~y$. 

De, fa!;on oonrSe,aeuse 
p.r.lIlllament, une brochrra 

/.,illnl du n.z(sme at d. I. 
~/secutJon det jllils •• ,. sp,," 
c/~eml"'t .ditee ti l mise II la 
disposition d. IOUS les dlfle· 
taurs (fleoles el d. fyee.s, .insl 
qu. de laurs ens.ign.nlS, Une 
sernaln, .0000nt ,. prolatUolf dll 
film, Ie' m;nlsMre ffI . vait dli! 
dls/riblle ."inp, milia, En ou".., 
dans Ie c.dre de /a ~ lormation 
politiqlle A I"col • • , iuteull;e 
il y • un tHu moins d'lI11 "', 
les • stations'5ervlce a 'infort'n
lion _ e,Uell II cel elf.t, dins 
chllcun de" neul Under, 6/aien l 
pIlle! • OIg' If/sef, Sllr simpl. 
dem'lfde des .ulo, il'$ seols iru, 
des conl~renees el des dlsen
sions e~.e des historiallS spe
ci,/isl", les pa,ents y elBtl ! 
COnvllfs, 

La 1114"islon, de son cOle, 
.vall, deux jou" .vant I. dil.'",.. 
,lOll d'Holoc.uste, p"senf6 une 
rem.rqu.blo ~mituion IIl1f I • 
• solulion fintle _, lu origires 
de ralll/slmilisme 1M g'ntlral .t 
de su causes p'/'ficulltres ~n 
Au"ic"' , PillS d'un milliOIl de 
personn." font 'egarde •. 

OuaM aWl jOurn.ux, ils 0"', 

,If",rv' .ux ;ulls sous' Ie 
nazisma, l'hi$/oite dll c.ml> de 
Alau/h.u$llf .t d. Sf$ anlf8lC,S, 
en Haul .. Autriehe, les .Irocll,s 
qui s'y soil! d'roul;es, Oil! ell 
racont'es ., iIIusII'es sans 
d'lour, 

Toute la pressa cepend.nt n'a 
p. s eu I. mime altitud.. Cer
" ins commenl.,eurs Of!t uprlm, 
lellr peut devan! la resurgence 
de calle somb" p.riode do 
thislol'e, d'eu/res ant refuse de 
II r.eolfn. ilr. en /alft 0'11. telle, 
e.l. 'Ill il nolll1Jlmelll Ie 
du quo/idien cons.,.r.!eur 
PIes"" tlonl Ie rfi1~cteur 
I!Hl!i, GailY un editorial tiuli 

ANITA RIND. 

dans I~ur qllBskofaliltl, /raUe ' -
d. f.,on d't.lI/~e, cou.a,ell'$e (1) L'Autrl~hc ~Qfll.pte , I. 
e! P Ii t I 0 /" brutal., du /Sort ~~I:b~ID~tu'lJe; 7,S ~1lI01le , '-_______ J 
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VI E NNA (JTA) -- A IcotlirvJ olfi c.. i<d of the 
Austrian Federation o f T rode U!lioll~ (Of G B) ~ai d 

". , I 

this week that the Americ.an NRC-TV .. ~ric:. "holo
caust" has convinced the 'lTlojorilY of Au ~l doflS tfr': lt 

horrol'1 of a Nozi rul t! rru ~, t not ac.cu l oguin. Alfred 
Stroer, 0 union secretory, mode :his ~lote'nC'l1t olJ r ing 
o oonqt.l.et en the Austrian resisto rlcc ~ o the .,1 .... osi .'n 
of the coui-!ry by f\Jozi lronps on /I.'ll:':" IJ, 193P'. 
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Holocaust shakes Austria, too 
By Eric Bourne 

\ ' Irnna 
. ·irsl West Germany and rrann·. ~nw 

.'ustria is reacling sharply In lIokau~ t. th,' 
Amt'riean film aboul :'-Jazi (;('rman ("1.nCI'n· 
trillion camps \bat hilS tCJ~rht'd olr ... ·hal I!> 
undoubtedly the most emution.J debate fl'lt 
In Ihis ("ountry for many ~·l·ars . • 

nll'.11"l rnn Inull .. lfl\ ·I;1 1 1; I'rll1:l11 .l lal \\,"1 ' 
l'nI ,\IIH:d :Irl"lll"'" willi .fll"l·,·1 \"-:HII"l'~ • .1 
'\u~l riJn~ \Ihn ItU'm"dl .'!'i .·.·,l· III 

t·an.·cr:Ih".1 In " "111" " I Ihl' 1'111" .. , 1;"1 [" \.!. 

dudlOJ..: ~1 :Ullh:II I "'n III \u .. ln:l] • I I. J'I 
somt·hn ... . ~\I 1"\ II I'll 

Many called in 
Sho .... n almost exactly ~ 41 years dler 

Austria . subvened from' ... "ilhin b,· its nwn 
stlabll:' Nazi Pany . .... as forcibly ~ \!"illlowl.'(f 
up into the ",('ater R('i l·h. 1I0iocaosI m·· 
{'l!lood the countr)"~ blggest·ever radlu·T\· 

Wd l o,·\·r '.tMIU 1"'uIlI,' (1',1111 :11: I ' II ,,1 
.\U!\Iria Ik ·S II: t-:.'(1 Ih·· "11\'\"1;. 1 Id'·I '·,."" :.',,, . 
OlfF I.ud un fur Ilul.tll" 1'11111 1111 '/11 "'11"1' . ,: 

Ihl.' 1':1 11 ,; W/' I'C' hr";IIlt":: .. , .IS Ih~'\ , :, 111' .; 

audil·lIl·CS. " 
On four socce)iSi\"e (',·enings. ORr (.\ost , 

nan radio a~ te le"ision ) S<'r«"ncd tlus 
~rim k" '('n,hoor, haU·l'On'·{'nlional. half· 
docomentai}" mplj.o, about !liller's millmn s 
nf n Clims. mus!IY nto\·s, br-fore and dunn): 
World War II . . ' " 

II Wil S pr('cedl'd by i",roductory p:ml'ls 
on bnlh mt'"dia thaI mixl'd -iilm and dUl'u, 

1 11 ~'n ' 1\1.'1'1' I ll"".,. h"UI 1II" lI' awt •..... : " 1 

wh"sl' \""Il'l''; ,·h"l.; l·u : . IIll'\ :1"1,·1 I.. , \ 

pr.', .. SItIWI.; ill Itit· b ,rr 'I" 0 ;\' 11:11 ,.:,' 

.... 11k Ioudl a lll1l/"n lll"lI~· ,. TII"r, ' '.\ ' I "~ ,·'1·" 
.... ·hn all~nly ".·nulUl ... ·d II as . ',.\;/ ...•. ,.: .' 
anll ".~ ·· ,Wllp:<t.::lOII: I·· "lnll ' I', "11 t •.• • 1..' 

Wl'sll'1"II .\Jlil·" . 11 11" .. II!'J I"" 1:"\1 \" ;1 
md'natllJ'd JlI .. 1 11 1.. ,' :111." ,,0 ;,., " I ~ ' I"I~ " 
hurrur flll ll 

.\n :.I~~ l s <lr Ih. · I';I!I, "11· ,,, ,·<1 ;' 1'[' ;'" 

matel}' 4-1 per cenl appZ;O"ed mu"s ncn.~ i on 

to screen the film and., express{'d lhe 1"31\. 
ers' awareness - oflcn. · ft 5ecmt'd. fu r !til' 
rirsl time - of Ihc lesson" it st't'ks In (lUI 
across. (Vienna . .... hich in !tl38l:aq' IInll 'r a 
rapluf"O\lS welcomc. sliuwed an ('n'n h4;lIt·r 
percentage-. ) 

Thirty-two per«nt, it was said . ... cr(' 
" definitely" negalivc. the reSt nonn>lnll1 il· 
la l. 

Wilen the fmal sequence · fatled f l"" l11 I hi' 
screen, TV and radio launchNl Inlo rlls· 
cussiol\S in which well·kno"~ pubhl' fl~un'.~. 
members of go\"t~mment. a'nd , agaw. (';ull fl 

St,If'\'j\'ors took part. 

In the past Auslria has. both publi('ly a nd 
privately. otten exhibited a highly am · 
bivalent attitude Inward the ~ali (las," ir.· 
eluding its 0"'"11 

fr~uenlly . judid al aCl ion againsl knnwl1 
<ltId identified Na7j crim inals ... ·ali rl· 
trcmely tardy. Court yuniicts .... Wt' (lfll'n 
"soft" despite o\"er.<·hclming (" 'id{'o\"(' 

But 1I0iocilust - .... hatc'·er its film m"nts 
mighl be argul.'<i 10 be - has. in (a(·1. bo,'l 'n a 
bombshell. much as II wa..s in W('sl 1;I·r· 

m:lny shortl)' bE-fofe. 
II rpvealed a q Ui ll' new. unsusp<'l'U'11 dr' · 

gr<'C of appar<'ot pubUc con('(~ril Iryin).: 111 
fome to Icnns ..... Ith probl('ms hlthl'r!n \,,'11 

('Onl·\·:.kd In thl' l'upl'"Jnl ·1 h,' ' '' 1M,,· Cll· . 
ball' shllws nil sign nr n:IJ.:~Ir. t-: 

Ahc)l"c alt .• lh.: Idlll J:1·IWI.lkc! .UI. " II; 
Icrcst amllJlJ.: t\"lt.· yuun ~:t' r g"nnal l" n 

OmiSSions resented 
... AII l'r l it.· Wi,r :/1111 ," l 'lI L1lltLl '/'111: I 

("\'nlly. lu,,\ury "';I\ 1"'.In..; ur .b.;lr',I I: ,I',:, ,,! . 
ami uni\i'rSII II 'S lin Ihl' " ' ';1' 1!ln r • .\.JIt 
flt 'rI,1I1 W;I" .. 1':llt!p~ \\" ;lIl 'nm~ nO, '., I: ' . 
yuunJ.:. 1\I.·'l j'I ,· Sl·,·tll t'Il '"UUdl'I!I,' I., " . 1. ':1111. 
109 Just how IIllll"h 1):111 )'1"'1 ';111 111 ,·,: :wd lu 
!"I'sl'UI it 

II l,nlllll l1 " ,1 1111' l·,lul':I:uor: 101.1':'\:1 ,,, "' 
dl'r ~whlluh. ,,, II1sl,IUI\' 11.'1:11',·.1 .I~·: , !' .. , l, 

d;l .~" dIS\ ·u .... "liln ul III,· (dill :.;101 It ., "L:I,i'I' 
";lnn' fill' t'I\ i;r } ;lIl1 l l iU' Iii" . " 

Thl'ri' .... ;1 ... all l·:-'II;'"llhlJ.I:~ :.I !: ! ,10 ., : , · 
t)('I I\l'('n pan·"t :.: ;1I:t! t!:. , I' ,>1\;1 I " ' :, .;" :, '.' 1 
"tell'l" f,:hll.ltl·" 

TIll' lal"'l" ""ul.1 Ii .• \'· ' 11.1" ", ,., ... Ij 
\lurll .,r).!tlli,,·/il . Ih:I' ' I'll' j ., ! • .. ,' \,. 

(" r).:1I1"'1I .. " \"":1 :U'(' l~ r"IW . , ', •.. ". • II 

u!tI I,'!,I III ' 1:11111' 1" '" I '!"II ' I 1.11 '.' •• . ... ',,1. 
1~ .. tII· ,,: ' ·m·I:I II .,n l '1 \",1 :Ill !/;, .... '. ' 
uull.·I I'll;· u · ,,1 .;.1 h.II' I" '·I., .' 

111I111I":lIhl . ';' lIt \11. I:". : . .r,., :, .. : .. .. 
:I .\I;tUlhaU",·1 'U:\ ' I'" 11;1\1 j" 1I .. ll' 

' .' . 
1",'''1', 1 .'" lh' ''1:1I Ih .... ' . .• • ! .•... . 
;11 \1I-1n;1 I"" 

" 

© 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 

APR 5 '· 1979 . - ,I 

~ __ .... . ..,. , .• _~._ •• ~.~v . ~_--.. ","' "." 

~ .'\,;~ .. , -," ~,""" . . . '. 

How Ai:rtltiiJ'ris~eacted ·to Television's 'HoTocaust' 
. ,.-,' .'. ,:-. .' ,.<.:" •. . " , 

... 
,', , 

I . 

. anyoftbeaboYe? WhydCM!Sn't he men
tion that the editorials he chose to 
quote W'e~ among the few exceptions, 
that virtually all others came out in 

. stnmc support of the series? Why. ls 
there DO word about the many lefler'S 
to the editor. published In the latest 
Is$ue of Profil. both unanimously and 
unequivocally o:mdemning Dr ," Sc~ 
II's pDUn of view? And why does he not 
mention that the Austrian Minister of 
Education bas asked AllStrian· teac,," 
elS "to deal with the: horrors of the 
Nul occupation dUring World War II" 
_ accordins to a dispatch from the 
Jewish Telegraph1~ency reprinted . 
in many U.S. publieatiOn.'1? ~ ... . . 

_ TkoMAsNowOTNY 
cOnsul General of Austria 
New York, March 2:9, 1979 
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Austria Reads Mostly 'favorable' 
To'Holocaust'; 13% Negative l 

By ERNIE REED ------..... . . 
Vienna, March 20. 

"Holocaust," the Americ-.m tv se
. ries centering 011 the wartime ex
termination of Jews, scored a 
m.trked success in Austri.l, the 
homeland or the nmn who $brted it 
~U, AdoU Hi1l~r, According to the 
wtest rtgUrt.'S, some 2,200,000 Aus
trii.los saw the four·part tube series 
(hut was shown ~t1,y on Chan
nel 2 of the nntional Austrian net-
work.QRF. .. . . 

Video officials here say that "per-
/ cenLag~-~". there had been at 

Jeast a 50% higher rale in both the 
interest aoo after -real'lions of view
ers to "Holocaust" tlmn in neigh-

• boring West Gennany which has 
some 10 times morelv \iewers Uun 
here.. The officials said that after the 
showing of "Holocaust" ORF had 
received a record number of tele
phone c .. llls, some 7,.361, compare<! 
10 the 30,000 th:Jt had been made to 
the Wt.'St German network, 

In a lelephone interview poll 
laktm by ORF, 8770 of the peopleex
pressed the opinion that "Holo
c-.Just" had been either very good or 

. S<ltisI;;1Ctory whOe only ~ be
lieved that it had been poor and ltn: 
worthy of being shown. Some pro-
tested that it had been a i,ypically 
distorted Hollywood film find 
wanted to know why the Ameri-
c .. ns llt the same time had not pro-

f 
duced a film showing the wart.im~ 
bombing and destruction of Ham
burg nnd other West Cerm,:my 
cities. 

Some 68"" thooght the 5enes had 
~ objecth.-e. and ~ believtd 
th<tt the (;lcls or the film had been r 
true. Only a small peTccnt.."lge ' 
Utought that the series had been ' 
"kitchy" or childish. Most of the 
viewers thought that the series had 
been packed with emotion and tcn
~on. Despite the positive reaction to 
"HoIOCilust," OHF' general direc-

(Continued on page 74) 

'Holocaust' In Austna 
(Conlinu~ fronl page64) 

lOT Cerd Uacher, sdd tllallhere arc 
no ))I;lIlS 10 rqx.'~t the series, which 
c.:omfortOlbly outdrew in viewer in
ten..'sl the inh:rnational shows 
shown <.It the sollne limeon Challnel 
Onc. 

During the showing or Holo
<:<1uSI, Austri(lll J)Olil'e look prccau
tlOnary mCilSun.'S to safeguard Ule 
Vicnna headquOirlers of ORF fol. 
lowing the receiving of bomb 
thrc~ts and Jclterso( protests_ How_ 
ever: Qtcre were 110 ~rious reper- ' 
CUSSlOIlS. In one of the few minor in
cidents, unknovo11 persons had dis
tn'butt'CI anti-"Holoc .. ust" leaflets 
;;It the s ite of the j\·lalllausen war
tin~e ~"li l.'OtlCfntration camp, 
which IS ilboul120 miles west of this 
Auslri<m cclpil.t1 . 
. \Vhen <'skt.'CI about "Holocaust.;· 
Jewish·bom Austrian ch .. ncellor 
Bruno Kreisky ~Iid that he had not 

thes~rics. He~xplaincd, "Any_ 
one who coonlt'd the \'ictims or Nau 
pel"Sl.'t...iUion in his own ramily did 
not need Ulis film." 

i 
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