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FILM BASED O~; 'THE PASSClVER PLOT' 
GENERATES CONTROVERSY W ISRAEL 

By Religious News Service (5-11-76) 
, . - ." -.. ,,' ~ 

, " JERUSALEM (RNS) -- "This is not. a fillD abcul . JeS\1S Christ. 
Wolf Schmidt. producer nf a mc.viG ,crs;."n of Th,' Passover Plot, 
a fillD about ••• a Jew fighting t",u :',Cma" occupatiOcl." ' 

insists 
".It r s 

.. W~atever the producer claims, tl.c fUm. base': on the 1965 book by , 
BJ:itish scholar Hubh Schonfie1d" has generated cO'ltroversy while ' being 
shot in Israel. It is scheduled fer a July 4 U.S. release. --_.--

1\ group of Jer,!-salem clergy c~J.led the film .1 "direct attack "f 
Jesus Christ ••• in such a way as to destroy the "tole basis of the 
Christian faith." ' They urged Isra"l to ban th." fUming. 

The Lutheran Churc!"! of the R.3d~~mcr here. -whcl.·e trial scenes wp.rp. 
:d ~,; n .. lillcQ, reiu~ed pcrmisr:ion. 

D.,. S"':lULfbld depicts Jesus as ordering the . betrayal by Judas • 
. Acc<'t'df.ng to the: story, JeSllS cou~.d oot have diad in tile ' timn spent 

on t.'1e cro,". Rathor. drug<;ec to aPilear dead, Jesus wouJ.d t"en 
prete!ld to have ris en. Dr . Sc.hc~lficld says :.hc unplanned thrust from 
the R~man soldier's iance spoile d th:: scheme. ' 

I~ the~fllm, Jesus is a~ angry revolutionary with A keen sense 
of po litics. The language is contemporary. ("We goUa get outa 
here," Judas tells Jesus at o['c point . ) The discip!.e s sometines 
serm to b~ publtc-rcla~~ons m0n, building up the non-miraculous and 
af'~~idanta~ so they s ..::! ~m to be so:m~thtng else. 

New York actor Zalman king plays Jesus. 

Mr. Sc~~idt claims the film is not an attack on Christianity. 
" "It is simply another th~ory, a diifercnt point of view based on 

sources othe r tha,n th~ Go s pels. II 
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Bay 28, 1976 

Father Paul H. Hallett, Contributing Editor 
THE REGISTER 
934-950 Bannock Street 
P.O. Box 1620 
Denver, Col~Faa'o. } 80204 . 

Dear .Fatber Hallett, 

.' 

{D1ctatedl 

Thank you for your rec.ent letter regarding liThe Passover Plot. n 

I very much share tlie concern about the pos91bllltles of a fUm which 
may defame the basic doctrine of Christianity and will want to do 
everything I can aBsa matter of fairness and justice "to ~sure that 
it does not succeed in communleat1ng hostility against the f.~j~h1eh 
so many of my Christian fl'~end8 bold precious. . 

I have asked our office in Jerusalem to try to Qbta1n a copy of the 
sC'tLpt(»f the fUm. Obviously. I C8D!lot .make any judgment about its 
contents until I have had a chance to see tbe document . Beyond that , 
there is always the imponderable of how- a film 1s treated Dinematic­
ally. in .~erms of caricatures, costume, etc . 

• simply want you to know that I 8tand in solidarity with you against 
auy portrayal of anyone t 8 faith commitments which represent an unfatr 
aDd \Dljust defamation of that which one stakes OU~'8 whole being on . 

As soon as I have further information, I will be glad to communicate it 
to you. 

With wBrmest peTsona~~d wishes, I am, 

MHT:RPR 

Faithfully youTs , 

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 




