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COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL

443 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 @ 684-6950

Memo
September 19, 1984

TO: Members of the NJCRAC Committee on the U.N.
FROM: Shirley Joseph, Chair

Enclosed for your information is a summary of the August 9
meeting of the NJCRAC Committee on the U.N., as well as the follow-
ing enclosed background material that I think you will find of
interest: :

1. Betty Shapiro's report on the Paris ADL-B'nai B'rith
Women's Conference, excerpted from the bulletin of the
Jewish Women's Caucus

2. Tamar Eshel's presentation to the Paris Conference on
"Developing Counteraction Skills"

3. Norma Levitt's report on the Paris Conference, "The
Women's Movement: The Road to Nairobi"

. Evelyn Sommer's memorandum to Presidents of WIZO Federa-
tions on the rules of procedure for Nairobi
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Summary of August 9 Meeting of the NJCRAC Committee on the UN

I. Report on the Paris ADL-B'nai B'rith Women Conference

Shirley Joseph reported that the turnout was excellent at the Conference
and that there was a high degree of interest displayed in the topic of Nairobi.
The general sense that she emerged with from the meeting was that the United
States and Western European nations needed to ™hang in there" and attempt to
make the Conference reflect the real priorities and concerns of women around the
world. She indicated that the Conference included a number of excellent presen-
tations, as well as good floor comments, and that the quality of the exchange
between the speakers and the participants was spirited.

She further indicated that there seemed to be three different approaches
among the attendees: one approach that is primarily concerned with issues of
anti-Semitism, another approach that is primarily concerned with women's issues
and a third approach that seeks to fuse the two concerns.

Ms. Joseph further indicated that the Conference was focused not so much
on the specific tasks that need to be carried out, but rather on general types
of guidance. She also indicated that there was an excellent briefing given to
presidents of organizations by Phyllis Kaminsky, Director of the U.N.
Information Center. She suggested to the Task Force that we extend an invita-
tion to her to speak to our next meeting--a recommendation that the Task Force
agreed would be helpful.

Ms. Joseph referred those who are interested in more detail on the
Conference to Betty Shapiro's July 30 Jewish Women's Caucus bulletin (that por-
tion of the bulletin dealing with the Conference is attached). In addition, a
statement prepared by Tamar Eshel, a member of Knesset, on developing counter-
action skills was passed out at the meeting (also enclosed). After Ms. Joseph's
remarks on the Conference, Norma Leavitt added that she felt that the Conference
served the very valuable purpose of raising the level of consciousness of a
number of those women present on the importance of keeping the focus of our con-
cerns on both combatting anti-Semitism and promoting the concerns of women. She
thought that many of those who were present at the Conference had been relati-
vely unfamiliar with issues related to Nairobi prior to the Conference.

Jackie Levine indicated that she had just returned from a dialogue on
women, sponsored by the American Jewish Congress and held in Israel, at which
Nairobi was the subject of one of the sessions. Betty Freidan, who was present
for the entire dialogue, asked pointedly that she be involved in deliberations
of the Jewish community with regard to Nairobi. Jackie pointed out that it is
likely that Betty Freidan will be the focus of Jewish women at Nairobi.
Shirley Joseph responded that she felt it was important to think about how we
could involve both Betty Freidan and Bella Abzug, who apparently are now getting
along better than they had been at one point and could conceivably work
together. Jackie also indicated tht Tamar Eshel had been present for the entire
time at the dialogue as well.

II. NGO Conference in Vienna

Shirley Joseph then reported briefly on preparations on developments
related to the October 22-25 Conference for Non-Governmental Organizations in
Vienna. This is a pre-conference consultation for NGOs, to which all organiza-
tions aceredited to ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council of the U.N.) are
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these recommendations. The Italian government has apparently accepted the four
points in the memoranda. This is what we want to encourage other governments to
do as well. She also noted that she would be meeting with the Secretary General
sometime in August. The Secretary General's report and the revision of the 'U.N.
Secretary General's report will be taking place between now and February,
although she has indications that work on the report is not yet underway.

V. Additional Follow-up on Strategy Committee Meeting

First, on the issue of the administration of the U.S. contribution for
the Nairobi Conference. Marlene Provizer indicated that based on consultation
with Rita Salberg, the general sense at this time was that we have to focus not
so much on the contribution, but on the question of appropriate implementation
of the Kassebaum amendment. However, we will clarify with contacts on the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee (since the contribution is part of the State
Department appropriations) what the exact timetable is for the contribution.
Second, on the Secretary General's report, see Evelyn Sommer comment. Third, on
the issue of the possibility of seeking support on rules of procedure from a
- group of international national women's lawyers, Thelma Wolf agreed that she
would pursue this approach further.

On the issue of the Kassebaum amendment, it was agreed by the Committee,
based on the situation at this time and om Shirley Joseph's conversation with
Adele Liskoff, that Senator Kassebaum, as the author of the amendment, is the
appropriate person to generate a letter on implementation of the Kassebaum
amendment. It was also agreed that such a letter should be prepared and cir-
culated before we pursue meetings with individuals in the State Department whom
we hope will be supportive. There was also a brief discussion as to whether or
not we should attempt to get non-Jewish women's groups to join in sending a
follow-up letter on the Kassebaum amendment. Shirley Joseph and others
expressed the view that they felt it was unlikely that we would be successful in
that area, and that we would be more -likely to be successful in lining up their
support on the issue of the rules or procedure. It was suggested by Joan Suall
and agreed to by the Committee that we initially try approaching the AAUW and
the National Council of Jewish Womem to see if we find any support.

The group then proceeded with a discussion of the kinds of specific
meetings that needed to be held in order to carry out our agenda. The following
meetings were discussed:

1. A meeting with Jean Kirkpatrick. It was agreed, basded on discussion,
that such a meeting would have to be a large one like the one held a couple of
years ago with Kirkpatrick; .but that in order for it to be effective, it would
have to be extremely carefully planned.

2. It was also agreed that meetings should be held with both the Women's
Congressional Caucus, Senator Kassebaum and the Jewish Congressional Caucus.

3. A third set of meetings that needs to be held is with the appropriate
State Department people. These include Greg Newell, Assistant Secretary of
State; Jean Bergaust, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, who supervises pre-
parations for the conference, and Ann Stanford, the new director of
International Women's Programs. The general sense was that it was more
important to meet with the Congresspeople prior to meeting with State
Department people.

It was further felt that insofar as the meetings with State Department
officials and Congresspeople were concerned, it would be most advisable to
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arrange small working meetings rather than the kind of large meeting that 1is
envisioned with Jean Kirkpatrick. Based on concerns raised by Norma Leavitt,
there was also a full discussion of appropriation coordination between the
Committee and the Leadership Conference on Jewish Women's Organizations. She
took issue with the sentence in the minutes of the Strategy Committee which sta-
tes that "NJCRAC's role, subject to final agreement by the full committee,
should be to influence the governmental posture on the official conference."
Shirley Joseph, Jackie Levine and Marlene Provizer pointed out that the inten-
tion of the statement in the minutes was not to suggest that influencing the
governmental posture be the sole province of NJCRAC, but that it was recognized
. that it was the role that the NJCRAC could carry out most effectively. Upon
questioning from Norma Leavitt, Shirley Joseph also clarified that the Committee
is an NJCRAC body and not a Jjoint NJCRAC-Leadership Conference committee;
however, she did emphasize the importance of coordinating activities with the
Leadership Conference of National Jewish Women's Organizations. She noted that
meetings that had been jointly conducted by the Committee and the Leadership
Conference had been successful precisely because they did convey to people in
positions of power that the full range of organizations representing the Jewish
community was ‘involved. This concern will continue to be taken into con-
sideration in planning meetings and strategy in the next few months.

VII. Statement of Purpose

The last item on the agenda for discussion was the draft Statement of
Purpose that was included with the mailing for the meeting. An attempt was made
to incorporate a number of specific concerns referred to in the minutes into the
revised text. However, it was pointed out by several people present that the
key unresolved issue 1s the purpose of such a statement and, specifically,
whether we intended to use it as an internal document or a document that we may
want to use for other purposes as well. Shirley Joseph reminded the group that
although we had several more lengthy pieces which to into some detailk about our
purposes related to the Nairobi Conference, we had agreed at our earlier meeting
that we needed a terser statement of our objectives. She suggested that at the
next meeting, in addition to taking a look at the revised text, that we also
discuss and resolve the question of the purpose of such a statement.
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A few days aso I returned froa Paris wnere I attended the Conference on 2ULITIZS
AND ANTI-32HITISH IN THE wOMaN'3 MOV=Zi=HT: TH2 R0AD TO NAIAOBI , sponsored by 33W 2nd
ADL, 208 co-svonsored by Amit Women, 3ritala- Israel Publiz Affairs Commiitee, Comice
des Znseignants Aals D'Israzl, Saunan Women, Hadassan, Iaternational Council af Jewisn
Women, Laternational WIZO, Jewisn ¥ational Fund, La Ligua Iazernazionale Contre Le
Jacisme et L'Anti-3emitisme (Licra), Le Consistcife Cen<ral Israelite de France et
D'Algerie, Natlonsl Council of Jewisn Women, National Federation of Temple Siszernoods,
Pioneer Women/Na'Amat WIZO, Sonia, Women's saeztcan Or+ and Women's League Zor Conserva-
tive Judiasm. i

3BW/ADL deserve a great deal 97 commendation for iaitiazing the Conference and
Sor s excellence. It was stimulating and iaformative., The caliare of panells:s,
speaXers, presenters, etc., was very high, as was the level of approximately 170 par=i-
cipanss from 1% sountries, representing at least 3 million women. 3eginning wita the
'nem::ria._ serv :: at tha Memorial to the Jewisn Martyrs, and ending wita the reception

zivaen by the Nayor of Paris (addressed 2y %he Jewisn Yice uaysr), the conisrence n-o-

\.eed.ed at a fast sace, with facts and figurs as to the situaticn of wozea ia every
countsy and their needs, and what we can do to prepare surselves for the UN Conference
La Nairooi ln July 1985 and therealter.

The keynote presentation oa Sunday srenin:: by Dr. Zsther 3roner (after 2n Lnterzinabdle
aumber of greezings (really addresses) izom nigh-lavel dignataries) was sensitive and
soetical, and directed <he Conference's zoal to one-to-one approaches as well as to
Zroup aporcaches. It was a very perscnal outreach to each one of us.

The Monday noralng session was a global review of where women are in Surope, Neoren
America, the Middle Zast, Latin America, Afrzica and the U3SR.

The luncheon speaker was the Hoa. Jvadia Soffer, now Israel's Ampassador to France,
#“hom many 9% us rememiver froam his service on the Isrzaell del2gazion at Sogpennagen. -

Or. Naoni Chazan, head of African.5tudies at the Hebrew University, did an a.n.a__r-‘-
=eview of the politics of ihe Lnternational womea's movement. (more later).

The next session was done bty Arnaud de 3crchgrave, Cenzar for Stratet ic and Inter-
aatisnal 3tudlss, Georgetown University, USA. (more later).

There followed four group workshops, wo 1a Freach and two ia Zaglish. After the
report session, there was a recsption for the delegates and later a ai:zht tour of Paris
srovided v the Paristan 3B/33W zroups.

The Tuesday merming sessiocn opened with a oresentatisa by Tazar Ssnel, “sramer zemeer
2f <he Israel Xnesset and Vice Chairman of the latermational Jonference 2n Women (see =e-
low;, followed by Leila Seizel, newly-eleczed President of the [a*ermazisnal Jasuncil =2
Je\-}sh Women, who chairs the wpennagen Jewisn Steering Ccanittee, speaking >a Suildiag
.esalltions,

The flnal aornizg session was devoted to simulatica gares =2 trala us :r what to
axpect.

US Amobassador Jean Gerard (ts UNESCO) spoke after luneh o US precarazzicas Zar
Nairodl., Abe Foxman, Assoclate Naiional Oizector, AL, opened ine session ic tie ox-
anizasicn of av:ilatle rescurces. ZIZvelyn Sommer, ~I.0 UN .._..re:su'r.a.t‘_vc. stoxe of Ta<ziag
the wraining aodel tack nome and the necessary Iollow-up. Suamations Sy den 3ialkin,
Chair of AIL, and Severly Davis, President, 33W, and the ceremeny at the Mayor's Receptiosn,
canzluded the Conference.

i Liv e
ne tagers Ire: jemsed will

<hen Se an invaluadle 30
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M Sernice Dubois' paper on women in Zurope srowed the various levels of the women's
novement and women's -ighis. Ia some countries, egqualliy was higner than others, soze
were very low, but nowhere w€as ihere parity on every level, including discrininations
against ovning property, tzxes, marital, wages, cultural and employment opportunities.
Jomen's movements, Ilgating <c 2nd tne resiricilon, are crganized sverywnere, some auch
stronger than others,

3ella Abtzug, for Noz=h America, was her usual elacixilying seli. 3he ‘traced the
movement . from the time the slaves were freed io sur curTent advances, stressing tle need
to work with the power structure; that we nhave a commonallity of interests but dififerent
levels of develooment; that we must zo to Yairobl; that women can change the world, arnd
that by the year 3000 ;/3 of the world's housenolds will be headed by woaen.

Yael Vered, faormer Israeli Ambassador to UNE3CO, reviewed the Middle Zast. Other
tnan Israel, Islamic law, nale oriented and <ominated, rules. The women's movement is
w“eak and in some countries ices 1ot exist, but there s a growiag desire everywners Jor
fulfillment. An anti-Israel attitude exists among the educated. Among Palestinian women
in Judea, Gaza and 3amaria, there have oteen some qualitative chanzes in ainds and at:ituces,
not describadle by statistics. There are more work opportunisies in Israel and there is
a orefereace to work ia Israel because of human attitudes. Among the seals: Lndustrializa-
tion of agriculture (ruaniaz water, etc.), high standard of living, r~izht to choose own
nusband, have all girls attend public schools, smaller faailies, more employment oppOrtu-
altles.

(At a later session, 2ttia Slmcha, aide to 3arah Doron, Knesset memoer, presented
a flowing picture of the status of women in Israel, their rights and opportuniiies. This
was iisputed by some of the Israelis present).

Lic. Gita Zonzonski Pruzbalowich, Costa Rican Delegate to UNE3CO, reviewed Latin
America where the women's movement, especially in Central America, is just =eginning and
{s therefore less successful than others; They seek indevendence while sharing responsi-
bility for family; also seeking legalized aborticn.

Ger+rude Omog, Chairman, Associaticn of Canercon. "omen, was exciting (and won the
hearts of all of us) in her description of the situation of African women. 3he never
failed to remind us at this time and at every opportunity later - in Jialogue and in S & A =~
that the struggle of African women cannot b2 separated from the Zlooval feminist movement;
that men speak of politics but use women to carry out their desires; that African women
are the forgottdN women; women exvploited by business; that women rent thelr land f=om men
whom they taught now to use products; that female coops are noW being organized; that Women
suffer more religious persecution than men. She emphasized the sisterhood and solidarity
that aust exist among Women.

In her analysis, Dr. Chazan sald: s.ee"5hifts in the structure and agenda of zhe
international community have nad a direct lmpact on women and these influences, in turz, =ave
affected offlcilal women's attitudes toward Israel and Jews. ... The divergence that char-
acterizes international politics in the 1980s may offer Jewisn women more possibilities Zor
maneuveraoility within the global areaa,” Dr. Chazan admits that some of her findings analyz-
ing the Copenhagen Conference may come as a surprise to those who wWere there, 3he Zoes on
to say that "Although Israel did not emerge from Copenhagen unscathed, it had received Jar
more demeaning treatment at the hands of women in other international gatherings. The
zenerally subdued tone of anti-Israel statements in Copenhagen reflected the slizntly
Zreater ovensss to Israel in the intermational arena following the signing of the deace
treaty with 3gypt.” 3he 21d make specific referencea to. the presence of Leila Khalid, and
the anti-semitic overtones injected by delegates from the Soviet states, and that these anti
feelings were aroused ln the less officlal setting of tme NGO forum. 3he went on "not all
anti-Zionism is anti-Semitic and not all anti-3emitism Is directed at Israel”. In her zrog-
nosis for Nalrobi, she points out that Jewish ard Israelil women can furnisa their own wriszen
contributions .. can also leoby specific states in the. Third World, and particularly in
Africa, during the next year. ,... can oring pressure to tear on ineir governmenis %o change
Jolitics which aignt affect Jewlsh concerns. .. Adn they have a stecial ccntzibhution to
maike in the selection and triefings of ofiicial Zelegations o the N Confarence and of
non-governmental bedies in the forum. ... It Is vital that Jewisn and Israel oreparatiar
for Nalrool possess substantive as well as an external orerative comment. ... The cnallenge
facing Jewisn women is 2ot whether thev should withdraw from *he internaticnal solitiszal
economy of women; rather, Lt 15 2 define and dissenminate their unicue contrizusion *a
Aunan and female liberation. Jewisn women can 2nit to eomtat the 2oral Lajiudstic orezarazza-
ted by the continuous defamation of Israel and Jews 3y the worid. At the same time tmey zeed
%o deliniate the parameters of zheir own existence.: .eed”

m—am e .
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(oresentation snould ne read in its eatirety)

2orzagrave spo<a 3a "Identifying Disisformaticn”. Althousn nis talk was not speci-
fically related to women's lssues and <e overall toplc, thare was a relatisn as ne presenzacd
a graghic and frigniening view of the iafluence apnd cantrel of ihe media in formulating
sovular opinien, ciiinz examsles-of tne wiznholding of pertinent informaticn and -the czlsra-
Cmmd el -

iion oF other facts. He stressed *ne need for coatinud vigilance by tie putlic in tminging
Jut the true facts and pressuring the nedila to do the sanme.

The wWozksnops, an opportunity for dialogue among particizants, made a number of recom-
neations: Training on now to speak to non-Jewish gzoups, positlon capers, slick Literature
nedels, press oriefings, learn the jargon, ccascious ralsing, use of experts, education,
oublic relations, acfuire as much information as sossible re 3il women, pariicularly Arabd
#omen, advance preparation, speakers' bureau, look to government and tress, ancw tTocedurss,zu

In her dynamic presentation, Tamar Eshel’ made a nuaber of points, Including:

1, .Defime .. our main goals:
Iaterested in the problems of women and wish tc further them universally
Against exploitation of the Conference as a forum for political campaigas
against Israel and Zor the encouragemeo* of anti-Semitism
Nalrobi should 2et %s allowed to be a vigsimoi politicization ov the Arats
3e present and vocal at Nairobi, -not only <o answer slander and political
onslaught but also to contribute to the debate on women's issues
Tha Jewish "lobby" will compensate for the fact that Isfael is not a zember
of any bloc within ths UN . i’
Israel nas a special interest and experience wnizh caa be useful in Africa
3. Kenya is basically friendly to Israel and is sarticularly sensitive +hat iis
hospitality at international meetings not e abused
Special emphasis w#ill be given to African women and their prablems
SC0SOC guidelines call for decisions by consensus (not allowed at Copenhagen;
3. Jewish groups and individuals (wnich she constantly referred to as "Jewish
lobby") must work closely in their countries with other groups on issues of
human rights and the women's naovement; work to vlace friends and Jewisn
representatives in the government delegations
Delegates be conversant with documents, plans of action, history, voting
patterns,ete., and work with other groups on presentation of papers,etc
Delegatas txry to cultivate relaticnships with youth and student zroups wnich
can act as contacts and intemmediaries with various veociferous and activists
SToups
She made many other points, among which were the need for an Inforamation Center, to te aanned
Ty informed revresentatives wnich w#ill include exhibitions, films, posters, brochures,
oibliographies, much literature, etc. :

In her recommendation for activity and participation, she sStated "there is no need to keep
a low profile”. (3he did say we should stay away from the subject of female circumcision).
She also recommended a workshop or panel om a non-Israell related subject.

Leila Siegel referred to the specific accreditaticn that may be required for NGOS at
the Forum; that visas will probably be demanded; that emphasis will ce on rural and African
womenj that we need to coalesce with these groups and others ifiterested in these issues as
wall as traditional practices affecting health and welfare of African women.

Joan Boorstein, a writer for the LA Times, based in *he Middle Zast, focused an the
need of correspondents to be well triefed in advance, to be versed in UN Jjargoen and prac-
tices, ianformed on status of women in many countries; that Jewish members o7 official and
4GO delegations meetwith representatives of media in their countries; media te urged %o send
correspondents wno.should receive spacial intensive pre-coaference training; 1 tasik foree
especially selected to assist western journalists, hased in the press room, and i network,.
outside of Nairobi, to monitor Arab and Communist press.

Shimon

The simulation games, arTranged %y Samuel, Dirsetor, Zuropean Office of ADL, were
an active, visible demonstretion of ~ wnat does and could happen at UN official and unor-
ficial meetings. "Actors" @ere selected t0 Jortray various roles, and to cTeate disharaony
and confusion, including physical contact, a bomb threat, =tc. Zveryone got into *he
“spirit" and there was nuch confusion and cedlam, I gerseaall thought the sessicn 20t a
little out of hand but it made its point because for ae Lt was a painful reminder c¢f several
sesslons at Copenhagen, Llacluding she Soad threat, (One of the furniest romenss, sowever,
43aS 0 %9 see =wo 3llzht women t.:';".::g %0 2vizt 3ella Adzug wno zerfac:ly siayed ner -zle

3S 3 peacerfy]l Tr3-Ar2o Isfzeli;. (I%f i3 50 zad ihat zhe necia nas nigniignead i3 sessizn

in sreferesce to ine Jzher very sutstantive sessizns),
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es+sie participated, we articulated, we discussed, we agreed and disagreed (out 20t in
disunity). #e Were united as we sirded surselves for protection 'gainst possibdle vertal
attack and as e probed and sougnt for peaceful solutions ts achieve our goals, and to
take the cflensive and not the reactive defensive role. :

I+ was suggested that each countsy may wisn o duplicate this confersnce in order
to carzy out our aim of continual education. Ia the US, Lt is procacle nhat tnere will
e several such airtconferences, possibly douston, 3oston and 3an Francisce. Ia the aean-
tizme, it is my suggestion that those of you who live in cities other than thcse zentioned,’
may organize your own ainm-conference, utilizing the resources of JWC members preseat in Paris.
(of whom there were many) and, of course, rapresentatives of the sponsoring national and
{nternational organizations. I will be glad to supply names to any who desire. :

As each one of us had a different perceptiocn of what transpired, I would welcome
statements STom JWC members wno :ay #ish to make xmown thelr own conclusicns, for the next
3ulletin. =

It is also expected that the papers, etc,, will be compiled lato a flnal document
wnich will then be made available. ' y

COPZNHAGEN JEWISH STEERING COMMITTEE

As you will recall -this is the group elected in Copenhagen to coordinate the activities of
+he Caucus formed there. As you also xnow, this group has kept together, has exchanged in-
formation, and met in Israel in Novemper 1982 for further discussion and training in dealin
w#ith offensive and objectionable taczics at international conferences. All of tnis nas
previously been reported to you.

“e met the day after the Conference in Paris, to plan future strategy and %o reorganize.

On the agenda was the request of one of the participating organizaticns that there e a co-
chalr (proposing one of their aemters residing in the US), and that internatiocnal organizatio:
with consultative status be allowed J=5 zembers, and others only one. After very prolonged
and serious discussion, the members.present agreed to retain those already on the committee
on the understanding that they were elected as individuals and not as organizational recvresen-
tives, that in view of the small size of the committee, there need be only one chair, and
that vomen's arganizations involved in <he intermational women's movement be iavited to
select a representative, thus enlarging the group. (The invitees include organizations who
may already have an individual(s) on the committee).

There was discussion regarding finances as the Committee operated on a very limited budget.
The consensus was that participating organizations de asked %o contribute 3100 for 1584-85,
and that individuals be asiked for 3$25.

Lella Siegel, Chair, reported on the Pre-UN Conference NGO meeting to be held in Vienna in
October. Working groups are aow preparing material, recommendations, etc., on a aumber of
subjectsrelating’ to the theme, plus youth, aging women and peace. ANy NCo may attend as
an observer. 3Zuropean affiliates are being asked to send observers, In the US, similar
groups are working under the direction of Virginia Hazard. It appears that more people could
be used on these groups. (They should come from the New {ork area to facilitate attendance).

The PrepCom itself will meet naxt spring (protably March, despite earller osredictions of
January-Fetruary). This is where the rules of procedure w#ill be adopted. This !s extrenmely
important - it will be one way of preveanting scme of the disastrous happenings that occurred
in Copenhagen. One of the nost laportant rules will be to prevent any resolution coming
iirectly to the plenum; that any resolution aust be documented to and through a special com-

ttse, I+ is also iaportant to stress agreement by concensus. (This is the way the —ecen:
PrepCom has een operating and thus far rather successfullj., (Participants at the Conference
were asked to loX® their zovermments on these two points), (I have since learmed that su-
Zovernment, while agreeing on these two points, especially the rirst, is also exploring other
methods with exgerienced legal, parliamentarians om its WN. and other staif).

Lenthy discussion ensued on the tybes of materials needed for use and dist=ibuticn at and
srior to Nairooi. Sach organization will e asked to submit lists of L4s resources.

Saphasis was placed on the fact that we need lots and lots of material, slick andaktractive
in appeamance, and 70t too wordy; that Prexlom meeting also “e a place for jossibdle distwibu-
ticn. Zttia Simcha, vho serves as aide to0 3aran Dorosn (member of {nesset) Sor woszen's
issues, and alsc on 2n intergoveramental comnlitee, stressed the naterial snould include what
Israel does Ior =ne Jrd. Werld. '

The tossible 3ifizul=dies o7 NCOs (2nd 22n-NGCs) 23 Nalz=pi were ildeusses a1z

sonclusions reached,
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Qu=r pragram of sreparation will ze (1 self-education, (2) sutreaca in each counzy (3)
Israel's arograns and acsivities (L) csoperation at Nalzobi (5) Lavolvement and develop-

=ans I wcman's concerms.
The Csanmistee will isavisug T zEer im suck and spy o zay 123 Nave anciler sesting STIcT
=z ¥aizsbi sus will fefiaizely zlan Sz ameezings zt Naizsti, incsiuding all Jewisnh tersans
sresent.

—-_—_
nyllis Laminsicr, Dizector of MNIA, =ad an spportumity for a "get-acquainted” aeeting <isz

some of *he US arganizational lsaders, <o discuss the role 2 “ie UNIA and other a;att .
Among the subjects which came up triefly was the August 27-September 1] arosTan of JJ. &2
CWN #AY - a non-profit organization foundeg iz 1982 to link community-ocased laaders wiild
aational and latermational development Tesourses. [he coming program consists of a Jj-part
Intarnational Sxchange (1) visits in rural Appalachia in zroups of seven, in local homes:
for 5 days, on projects relatad to involvement at home (2) A Zerum at Mars Hill College,
Yorth Carolina, for 4 days, exchanging ideas, in worishops, etc., aod (3) a one-day con-
ference in Washington whare leaders will present statements and strategles to national and
tnternational public and privats policy=-makers. Some Middle Zast countries are represented,
“ut tqus far no funding has been found to Iring at least two [sraell women. Xnesset MemTer
3aran Doron is extremely interested Sut the 3tate of Israel is not providing funds., At this
=seting with {aminsky, several lsaders present indicated their organizations would %e zlad
and willlng %o contritute to the cost of wringing a couple of Israelis to the US Zor tais
ourposes As I will be out of town in the next several weeks, may I suggest that tacse in-
-arested contact Jane Threat, Dirmctor, 2437 Fifteenth Street, ¥. W., Wasniagton, IC 20009
(202-433-0719) or Phyllis XLaminsky, NIA, 1889 T Stret, N. W., “ashington, IC. (202-239-2£70).

wORLD POPTIATION CONFERINCS, MBXICO CITY, AUGUST, The US delegation will be headed oy forzexr
MY. Senazor James 3ucikley, a critic and opponent of abortion (choice) and population contzal.
Selected with his concurrencs arsi Alan Keyes (US represeatazive to WNESCO), william H.

Draper ITI, (President of the Ixposselaport 3ank), Daany J. 3ogzs,(Deputy Seczetary of
Znergey), Author Ben Wattenberg, and Jacquelim3hafter (former 3uckley alde, now at Council

for TInvironzental Quality. From the Stata Departzent: Assistant Secretary James L. Malone,
Under Secretary Cregory J. Newell, and AID Dirsctor MuPuter McPherson. The American Life Loooy
nas expressed Lis pleasure at the composition of tha delegation (the public zembers are not
f=iends of pro-choice). Family planning groups reactsd very strongly to the composition of the
Zroup is well as to the roposal to be presented by the US (see previous 3ulletin). it the
last world population conference ia 1974, the US strongly urged the adoption of populaticn
control measures. The new US proposal 1s exactly oppesite, including withholding funds frem
governments or private organizations that pay for abortions using money obtained from private
ar non. <US sources. As previgusly reported, this tactic zay result in funds being cut from the
N Fund for Population Activitles and the [aternational Planned Parenthood Federation.

#& SEE Belaw
A

NEW_DISECTOR  Anne Stanford, a career Foreign Servics officer, nas been appointed as Director
of “he Women's International Programs at the Department of State. 3he will take offlice August ¢
Jilie Jacobson, who has been Acting Director for the last 3 years, has taken maternity leave
(mer baby is dus about August 22), tut does not expect to return o ner same josition.

il

THURSDAY, JULY 26, The House Manpower and Housing Subcommittse 1eld a hearing to zeview the
overations and prograss of the Labor Department's Women's 3ureau. -The sub-commitiee , Chaired
oy 3arney frank (D-Mass), and staffed by Joy Simonson, is concermed why the Sureau, u=der the
Reagan administration, has cut back its services. One pars of the =esaring deald wiih ‘he

fizing of two employees in San Francisco, who held the only job-sharing prograz in the 3ureau.
Willard diztz, former Secretary of Labor, and Jormer heads of the Women's Sureaus Liboy Xoen:iz,
Alexis Herman and Catherine Iast, vers among those wno sudmitted testimony regasding the cutiack
2T serrices, lacluding publications, iechaical assistance, 2tc. OCongresswoman 3oxer zade a
sersconal appearance. Organizations velcing thelr concerm i=cluded AAUW, NCNW, Associatisn “ar
Commissions of Women and Women in Wasni~gton,

-
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4 : DEVELOPTNG COUNTERACTION SKILLS
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Points on Statement by Tamar Eshel
Member of Knesset, Jerusalem, Israel

I am grateful that the ADL took the initiative to convene this Paris meeting
one vear before the U.N. end-of-decade Conference on Women takes place. Still,
we have little time to prepare. We should have started immediately after the
mid-decade Conference in Copenhagen. Many countries which do not have the
special problems we have as Jews have already been working energetically on

their preparations for a long time.

We must learn from the experience of the Mexico and Copenhagen Conferences.

We were confronted with different problems and different rules in the govern-—
ments meeting and in the NGO Forum. Copenhagen was typified by the extreme
weakness and naivete of the West, by isolation of the U.S., by a dominating PLO
presence, and by exploitation of procedure by Third World countries acting
always under the leadership of the Soviets, who preferred to keep themselves

behind scenes.

Jewish women were under shock and unprepared for the violence, hatred, anti-
Semitism and anti-Israel sentiment. To many the atmosphere was too reminiscent
of Central Europe in the thirties-and was very frightening.

We must bear in mind certain facts of life: the composition of the U.N. where
there is an automatic majority of Arabs, and where democratic countries —— those
having respect for human rights —— are in the minority. We cannot change the
basic voting pattern. e should not, however ive the fight beforehand.

Nur presence. our posture, our contacts and friendships can have an important
jfgﬁct- We should not facilitate the work and aims of our enemies.

1. We must define our main goals in the Conference:

A. We are interested in the problems of women and wish to further
them universally.

B. We are against exploitation of the Conference as a forum for
political campaigns against Israel and for the encouragement of anti-
Semitism. Both have nothing to do with the topic of the Conference.

C. Nairobi, as the end-of-decade Conference, should not be allowed to fall
victim as the first two Conferences did to politicization by the Arabs.
The Arab-Israeli conflict is debated in plenty of relevant U.N. fora.

D. We are not in Nairobi just for the political fight. We shall make
sure to be present and have our voice heard in all meetings and debates
in order to answer slander and political onslaught, but no less to
contribute to the debate on women's issues.

E. The Jewish lobby will compensate for the fact that Israel is not a
member of any bloc within the U.N.

F. We in Israel have a special interest and experience which can be
highlighted and useful in the African continent.

@O—’L Coda



The following points must be kept in mind regarding Nairobi:

A.

Kenya is basically a friendly country to Istrael, though it severed
diplomatic relations after 1967.

Kenya is particllarly sensitive that its hospitality at international
meetings not be abused (Kenya has less complexes in this issue than
Denmark, for instance). _

Kenya is preoccupied with the possibility of a repetition of Copenhagen
and especially with the fear that the Forum may get out of hand. It
is, therefore, thinking of establishing more severe rules to avoid such
developments.

As the meeting is taking place in Nairobi, special emphasis will be given
to African women and their problems.

ECOSOC (Economic and Social Committee of the U.N.) guidelines call for
the reaching of all decisions by consensus (which the Arabs barred

in Copenhagen).

Strong sentiments against politicization of the Nairobi conference was
already expressed in the preparatory meeting of the conference.

Preparation in countries prior to Nairobi:

A.

Jewish groups and individuals (NGO Forum is open to individuals too)
should work closely in their respective countries with other groups

on issues of human rights and the women's movement, and should work

in advance on creating support groups, coalitioms, etc.

Work to place friends and Jewish representatives in the government
delegation.

Delegates must be conversant with documents, plans of action, past
history, patterns of voting etc. §

Delegates must cooperate with other groups on the presentation of
papers, resolutions or amendments if appropriate.

Delegates must try to cultivate relationships with youth and student
groups which can act as contacts and intermediaries with various
vociferous and activist groups (such as, for example, in Latin America) -
to prevent wholesale extremist anti-Semitic and anti-Israel sentiments
dictated by their alliance with the PLO.

Information and Propaganda:

A.

The Arab line is simplistic, easily understood and effective. We must
not be apologetic or too lengthy and argumentative in our rebuttals
(people have no patience).

There is utter ignorance among the delegates on: Israel (establishment,
size, populations, Arab minority); Zionism; Judaism — Holocaust; Jewish
refugees and Arab refugees; P.L.0O.-terror, Palestinian Covenant.

It would be very useful to prepare short brochures on the above topics.

Additional material must be prepared on women in Israel, detailed an-
swers on points relating to Arab women in the West Bank and Gaza,
comparative tables with Arab women in other countries (as raised by
special reports to be presented at the Conference.) ‘

:Special material must be prepared on Israel's programs for the

advancement of African women.

Remember: Africa has strong feelings on white colonialism and remembers
the way the Europeans always boasted about bringing the blessings and
comforts of European civilization to the '"natives'". Arabs stress

their basic temet: "lack of self-determination and political freedom




bars Arab women from exercising their rights". We should stress the
intransigence of Arabs and that our first priority is to solve the
conflict. Moreover, we should stress the Arab women's improved
political, educational, leadership, organizational status in Israel

and the territories, rather than improved economic conditions.
Information center in Forum:

Must work on establishing a center, to be manned by informed
representatives which will include: Exhibitions; Posters; Slides;

Short films; Music; Folklore; Brochures, literaturs, bibilographies, etc.

A special section should highlight the Mount Carmel Center and its
work with African women.

After the Forum closes, transfer as many items as relevant to the
Government Conference. Ensure the showing of films.

Coordination and flow of information:

A.

Must ensure regular coordination and flow of information between the Israel

delegation (government and NGO's) with the Jewish lobby and NGO's (at
least once a day). ' :

Create a phvsical meeting place to act as General Headquarters manned

by small committee, to ensure proper representation and distribution

of delegates. ; .

Study in advance the schedule of panels and committees of Forum. The
Arabs will turn any subject into: "X or Y and the Arab-Israeli Conflict".
Ensure that one or more representatives will prepare themselves on topics
for presentation at debates. Have a chart so that people know what is
taking place and where the action is. Be quick to register as many
representatives as present on the speakers list even before the debate
starts (Arabs, through this trick, dominated most debates in the past).
Do not run from one committee to the other unless the debate has ended.
Be armed with the rules of procedure. Make sure they are followed by
the chairpersons (who often are woolly and inexperienced). Make points

of order. Insist on barring topics as out of order, as the rules stipulate.

If you expect a committee to be "hot" - ensure more than one participant
be there.

If in the Government Conference Israel plans a statement, the Jewish
lobby should be well represented in the audience, to lend encouragement

and applause, etc.

In your activity and participation please bear in mind:

A,

There is little chance of passing resolutions. It is better to amend
other resolutions or co-spomnscr with a good mixed group.

Whenever possible, refer to or support in your statement a previous
speaker's suggestion or statement — especially if you wish to cooperate
with that person. :

Do not over-dwell on achievements.

Always point out, as well, failures, dilemmas, etc.

Give particular thought to ideas, suggestions, amendments, etc., which
will serve the cause of developing countries.

Do not appear exclusively interested in Israel and anti-Semitism. Gain
a standing and recognition on the grounds of your constructive contri-
bution to the substance of women's issues.



Q

There is no need to keep a low profile (as was the policy in Copenhagen).
The Conference is short and there's no time to waste. Early exchange of
information on delegates, issues, policies, etc. should take place.

Choice of delegates:

A.

Delegates should be selected for their ability to perform, and for
their ease in making contacts and articulating points. They should
undertake to devote themselves full-time with the Conference.

Make an effort to have younger women included on the delegation. _
Delegates should be nominated as early as possible so they have enough
time to master documents, techniques, special briefings, etc. _
Interesting personal experiences, achievements or personality will help
to enhance the impact and media exposure. :

Delegates should specialize in a number of relevant subjects and speak
knowledgeably about them -— besides their normal briefings on the U.N.,
Israel, Arabs, Zionism, terrorism, etc.

Delegates should be prompted to feel as part of a group working together,
rather than as individuals.

Suggested possible activities prior to Nairobi:

A'-

B.

A special seminar in Israel on Israeli political problems, Arab women, etc.
Inviting a select group of. women leaders who are likely to be in Nairobi

to come to Israel (alone or as a special conference) either to be invited
by Israeli National Council of Women or through the Mount Carmel Institute.
Promote, even to the extent of mebilizing special financial resources,
help for the Mount Carmel Institute and the Israel Afro—Asian Institute

on Cooperation, to intensify their projects in the coming year on be-

half of African women.

There is no excuse for not being well prepared for Nairobi. There may always
be surprises and unexpected developments, but we do have a better opportunity

‘for readiness this time than we had in the past.



|  Norma Levitt
THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
THE ROAD TO NAIROBI
Meridien Hotel, Paris, July 8-10, 1984

Women bring their whole lives intolfheir dialogues, it is
said. At the Meridien Hotel in Paris, buly 8-10, 1984, saqme
160 Jewish women gathered from 16 countries and 17 organizations
with over 2% million members. They met to share their experiences,

as well as to prepare information and strategy for the United

‘Nations Conference to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, July 1985, to

mark the end of the International Decade for Women. Speaking
French, English, Dutch, German, Spanish, Italian, Hebrew, they
spoke a common language of concern for Jewish as well as feminist

issues.

The Decade was inaugurated in 1975 with high hopes and the
themes of Equality, Deveiopment and -Peace, The two previous
Conferences, one in Mexico City in 1975 and one in Copenhagen
in 1980, proved to be platforms. for the vilification of Israel.

In Mexico City, the Declaration of Mexico equated Zionism with
racism, the first such resolution at a major UN Conference.

In Copenhagen, the Program of Action provided that "United Nations
aid to Palestinian womeh would be given in consultation with the
PLO." . For these reasons, botn the Meﬁico City Declaration and

the Cepenhagen Plan of Action were seriously tainted.

Nevertheless, the conditon of women was improved in developing
countries, nbt only by raising consciousness about their situation
but also by.the actions éfoqovernments, NGOs (representatives of
UN accredited organizatiﬁhs) other citizen groups and women

themselves. In the Mexico City Plan of Action, as well as the
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Copenhagen Program of Action, many goals and programs to
improve the access of women to employment, education, health

services and participation in development were deliniated.

Unfortunately, in Npvember 1983, the General Assembly of
the United ﬁations adopted a resolution which includes within
one operative paragraph the words, "Particular attention will
be paid to the problems of women in territbries and under racist
colonial rulellandiint tasritorias Mnces foreign occupation on
the basis of approériate documentation from the Mexico City
and Copenhagen International Conferences on ﬁomen under the
themes of Equality, Development and Peace."

This opens the way once again for diatribes_against Israel,
reference to previous resolutions which equate "zionism with racism"
and the politicizing of debates so that women's concerns become

secondary to political hostilities of nations.

Jewish women in attendancé at the previous conferences were
largely unprepared fox the confrontational and illegal tactics
by anti-Israel delegates. As a result, many Jewish organizations
became more alert to the United Nations Women's Decade and many

feminists became aware of their Jewishness.

In Paris the Conference featured many speakers, among them:
officers of Jewish organizations, high officials from the United
States and France, officials from Israel, as well as known women
in the Jewish and women's movement, such as Bella Abzug, former
member of the United States Congress; Dr. Esther Broner, professor

and author; Tamar Eshel, former member of the Israel Knesset.



Tamar Eshel enunciated two goals in preparation for Nairobi:
interest in problems of women and the wish to aid women aniversally:
efforts to limit the exploitation of the Conference for other ends
against Israel. It should not be the place for another Arab-Israel

war of words and deeds.

Dimensions of the UN Women's Decade Conferences

There are two meetings held for each Conference, one a
Governmental Conference, the second a Non-Governmental Conference.
There is a difference between these two groupings, the Governmental
Conference observing the rules of the United Nations, the Non-
Governmental Forum or Tribune, being much more informal and
representing a variety of points-of-view. In Nairobi in 1985, the
Forum #ill be held from July 8-17} the Governmental Conference
will be July 15-26. As space in Nairobi is limited, 5,000 people
will be invited to the Non-chérnmental Forum, with invitations
sent first to organizations and secondly to individuals.
International NGOs may have work-shops which must be financed
by them and their organizations. The host country is important
as the problems of women in Africa are very visible and Kenya does

not wish to have a Conference which is politicized,

Women's politics cannot be separated from general politics.
Just as intermational politics change, so do women's issues change,
affecting Israel and Jewish women. 1In Mexico City, the atmosphere -
was one of confrontation between the Third World and the West.

It was a mirror of the state of global politics. At that time
Israel was isolated from the world, which had started in 1973 with

her exclusion from much of black Africa. The Arab countries



occupied a central position in the Third World. Israel and the
United States were unprepared for their attacks and perhaps very
little could have been done. As previously noted, it was at that
time that thé infamous resolution was adopted which equated

Zionism with racism.

The atmosphere in Copenhagen in 1980 was quite different.
There was economic stagnation and deteriorat}on, the Third World
solid coalition wés'falling apart,.tﬁe Arab world was split over
the Camp David Accords. Third World women aiso had a different
attitude; they realized the inequality which clouded their lives
within their own countries and thef needed to focus on the main
issues of the Decade - Equality, Development, Peace and Educatioh,
Employment and Health. Emphasis was on how things were and what
needad to be done. This was no longer a pitched battle between
the North and the South, but rather a more pragmatic, more |
cooperative mode. Unfortunately there was still the Zionism/racism
equation but only in the Preamble in Copenhagen. The Palestinian
women wanted a more defined treatment and self-determination,
plus the recognition of the PLO. The exiétence of Israel was not
questioned and therefore, although the atmosphere was quite violent
in the NGO Forum, the resoluﬁions from the Governmental Conference
were less insidious. In the NGO Forum there was vicious anti-
semitism which was not apparent in the NGO Tribune in Mexico City.
In the Copenhagen NGO Forum there was a strong presence of PLO
women, acting separately with their own breed of anti-semitism.
Many American women also encountered anti-semitism within their

own delegations.



The global context for Nairobi in. 1985 is again indifferent,
a fluctuating.situation in Africa and Latin Americén, with the
Mid-East less in the forefront. The attitude toward Israel is
in flux, with some African states recognizing Israelf And the
Women's Movement is in flux: there are now Women'é Movements.
In Africa women are exploited everywherei by men, by business,

by government. They feel and are overburdened.

Kenya-is friendly to Isfael and d&es not want the Conference
to be abused. The Government.of Kenya wishes that interests of
African women shall be stressed and there is a strong sentiment
against politicization. They are worried about a repeﬁition

of Copenhagen.

The Women's Movement - Further Notes

Bella Abzug, colorful, verbal, committed champion of women,
outlined briefly the history of the North American Women's Movement.
In the struggle against slavery} women realized they too were not
free. This was the beginning of the Suffragette Movement which
in the United States took over 100 years;to win. In 1920, when
women did acquire thé right to vote, their pressure was brought
to bear on legislaﬁion whiéh continued their age-o0ld concerns:
for the sick, the eiderly, children, the vulnerable. There was
no great change in their loyalties. The rebirth of the movement
came in a response to violence, independent of the Civil Rights
Movement, the violence of the war in Vietnam. Women in the
movement, started Eo exaﬁine the violence of policy-making in
what many of them judged an illegal, ihﬁoral war. Bella continued,
saying that women still earn less than men for the same work,

59¢ on the dollar. Women have learned that their concernsare



international, that they are linked in a close unity, and that
‘women and men often look differently at various issues. Women
are now beginning to express themselves througE votes, 9 mi;lion
more U.S. women voting than before. There is a strong feeling
in the movement that women need to unite for the benefit of the

poor of this planet.

The Women's Movement is not monolithic, not féddish, nor
_is it exclusive and upper-class American, said Esther Broner,
professor and author. Women are not equipped to deal with rage.
They need to talk together with those whom they fear, to achieve
a measure of understandinq of different points-of-view, so that

"others will hold umbrellas over our heads in the downpour".

"We are women of the world, and women are in the world to
change the world, to tell the truth", said Bella. We want to
improve the life of women wherever they live, not only to fight

back but to fight forward, to unite across international boundaries.

"This is a Women's Conference", said Tamar Eshel, "It is not
political, we do not need to think alike, nor collectively.
We should have a stand on women's issues of common concern.
Political issues are injected by males to dilute the purpose of
the Conference."

Strategies

After sessions late at night in the hotel lobby, surrounded
by construction, andArab families with many children, women
groped for new ways. They suggested: let us sit in small groups,

face-to-face, Jewish and non-Jewish women, expressing different



religious traditions yet praying together and accepting differences.
How can we act, it was asked, to make clear we are Jews and
feminists? Our feminism unites us, to improve the conditions

‘for all women. We need outreach dialogues with non-Jewish women,
meetings with the press to deflect from political headlines,
méetings with policy-makers in government; yes} we need to be alert
and sensitive to the concerns of all women not defensively just to
fight back, but on the-offensive for all concerns. dur_Conference
must not be used for political goals of governments, but to

serve our political goals of nutrition, water supply, child care,
education, different ages of life. We neéd to form coalitioﬁs,

to be part of larger groups, not only with Jewish women but also

with non-Jewish women.

Other suggestions were: to form committees of Jewish
organizations to work with the media, with government, with other
organizations; to work with other groups on other issues, to
prepare briefs and cooperate with others in preparation of papers;
to work with youth groups; to prepare information and propaganda;
to develop slogans. Furthermore, to stress the increase in women's
political role and in education; to provide an information center
in Nairobi with exhibitions and a staff to show film; to transfer
all material to the Governmental Confefence; to provide a daily
flow of information between governments and NGOs; to have a physical
meeting place for NGOs; to study the panels of the Forum and
have one or two delegates prepare themselves on each subject; to
register at a committee meeting and stay with that committee.

It will also be necessary to be armed with rules of procedure, to
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be sure they are followed by the Chairpersons; to utilize the
call point-of-order to rule out what is out-of-order; and rather
than to write new resolutions, to do—sponsdr or amend existing
resolutions whenever possible., With the Third Worla, it is
important not to dwell too much on achievementslbut to speak

of trials and failures and also the wish to serve the cause of
developing countries. Jewish women need to go to Nairobi armed
with information on the human rights of women in all couhtries,
as well as in those which are against.Israel. ‘There must be
collected as much information as possible abdut delegations;
yamge wmen should be included and appointed to them in time to
master the documents and to meet with the press about their
speciéiiﬁations; Invite non-Jewish women to Israel prior to

the Conference and promote their interest for the Mouht Carmel

Institute on Israel-African studies.

Ambassador Jean Gerard, United States Ambassador to UNESCO,
outlined the gdals of the Uniﬁéd States. She said that the
United States wishes to prevent Israel from becoming a target,
or the Soviet Union from taking over. But, she said, the Conference
must go beyond damage limitation and focus on things which unite
women rather than divide them. There is a need to develop future
programs for women in development, access to resources to fill
ecoﬁomic needs and a review of what has been accomplished. The

United States wishes to encourage broader NGO participation.

From the press, Joan Borsten, reporter from the Los Angeles
_Times based in the Middle East, placed before the meeting many
suggestions. She said that Jewish members of delegations should.

meet with the media in their own countries and urge American media




to send correspondents. Correspondents shoﬁld be briefed before-
hand and sensitized to propaganda. Israeli corespondents should be
well briefed to help the Western journalists. There is a need

to monitor the Arab press, to editorialize as well as to cover
the, Conference, and to make an effbrt to have a sympathetic
journalist on the staff of the daily Conference newspapér. Most
helpful would be a position paper on women's rights in Arab

countries culled from Arab sources.

Veteran NGO representative, Evelyn Sommer, presented the
picture of what needs to be watched for media development.
She said that preparations would turn into high key at the
Preparatory Committee meeting in Vienna in February, at which
time rules of procedure would be decided. She hoped that
governments would accept the rule of consensus, and that the
special committees to monitor the resélutions would have on them
United States and United Kingddm representation. Important to
the ocutcome of the Conference would be the Secretary-General's

report to the Conference rather than regional reports from various

- areas of the world. And lastly, she hoped there would be a

rule of secret balloting

In Conclusion

To conclude the Conference, women wrote down oreaction to
which they would commit themselves, and then they shared this
action with their méighbor. These promises, to neighbor and to
self - joined delegates in a Sisterhood of service as they

shouldered their tasks on the Recad to Nairobi.



[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



A7V N1ITHDN -1¥%
FITNITCY O'wIYy

WIZO-WOMEN'’S INTERNATIONAL

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION
515 PARK AVENUE  NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 » TEL. 751-6461

CONSULTATIVE STATUS WITH S HMORANDUM
E.C.0.5.0.C. UN. B
MEMBER OF UNICEF T0: Presideats WIZU Federations

FROX: Evelyn Sommer
WIZQ FEDERATIONS:

Israel During the February 1G35 session of the Commission on the
zx:mﬂ Status of %Women, acting es the Prenaratory body for the World
P Conference on “oaen, the riles of n»nrocedure for the Nairobi
Snitcaion Conference wi_1l be decided upon. It is impsrative to Influence
Belgium & supoortive governments to adont riies of orocedure that will
Luxembourg assure the success of the Conference.
Bolivia % .
bl }Ehe 168, session of the PBYCY¥ adcoted decislions by consensus.
Chile Governnents interested in the suceess of Halrobl should do.
Colombia their out=cst to insure that the consensus requirement would
Congo avply also to the Nairobi Conference. This iz not a '"revolu-
CosaRies. tionary idea”. 7dnen governments are truly interested in the

- Curacao . : o :
o success of a conference, they msnage to implement this require-
Eaka o ment, (see as example the prccedures of the Special United
El Salvador Netions Session on Disarmamentjon that occasion, an Iraquil
?mmd proposal against Isrsel’ and other proposals that were termed
rance

ccntreversial were referred to tne next session of the General

G : &
B Assenbly). These steps were taken oy many governments in order
Great Britain & tuv maintaln the cconsemsus atmospners.
ireland '
Greece 2) 1If ihe above cannot ve acanieved, taen the rules of 2rceczdure
ﬁg:;““ should call for the creation of eitaer a "select comxzittee" or
. a szecgrapalcaily opalanced coazlttee like the General Committee
italy of the Conference, wnlch sould monitor resolutions and noozsfully
Japan adopt Thea Oy consensus.
Jamaica
ﬁﬁi 3) TLraft resolutions should be sabmnitted well In advence sc that
N ZaEIEnd the Soviet-arabd axis could anot come up with sudden surprises.
Nicaragua The ILC hes & deadline of two weeks in advance ol m2etiag.

g
Norway
f“mz L} Only the Secretary General should submit reports to the
Sl frevaratory body. (In this weay, the revort cf the regional
Portugal meeting that will take place in Bagdad in December 108 will
South Africa not be allowed into the ssssion of the “prevaratory oody and
Spain - we could przvent tae renetition cf the chavter of the F -
gﬁixmd report submitted to the Copenhaguen Prenaratory session).
Trinidad
Uruguay
Venezuela
Zambia

+ Zimbabwe



[end]
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