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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations,165 . 56 St. New York, .. 10022, PLaza 1-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR RELEASE AFTER 11 A.M,
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1969

New York, January 8.... Two leading Christian clergymen from Israel
today condemned as "immoral" the double standard being used by many
nations and some Christian instituticns with regard to the Arab
terrorist murder of a passenger on an ELl Al plane at Athens Airport
and Israel's reprisal attack on Beirut Airport.

At a press conference at the American Jewish Committee's national
headquarters, Dr. C. Douglas Young, president of the Institute of Holy
Land Studies, said that '"one is astounded and shocked by the contrast
between Christian silence at the death in the airport in Athens and
the loud, incensed reaction to the destruction of empty planes at
Beirut,"

Father Bruno Hussar, director of Dominican House of Studies in
Jerusalem, expressed pleasure at the report that Pope Paul VI has
stated that his recent message of sympathy to Lebanon did not imply
that he was on the side of the Arabs in the Israeli~Arab conflict.

Father Hussar criticized the '"'one-sided and distorted presenta-
tion of the refugee problem, for which Arab leaders bear a heavy
responsibility."

Both Dr. Young and Father Hussar agreed that current public
opinion om Arab-Israeli relations could lead to disaster in the
Middle East.

Dr. Young, a Baptist scholar who has lived in Israel for ten
years, deplored "the creation of the image of a war-like aggressor

Israeli as against 'righteous' Arabs wanting only 'justice' for

Palestinians."
=-Mmore=-
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"Israel's actions," Dr. Young stated, "have consistently been
to stop terroristic attacks by destroying the bases from which those
attacks on her people have been launched, a right of self-defense
granted her under the U.N, Charter."

Dr. Young added that ''we hear dzily on Arab radio and in their
press, and their pronouncements in the world at large, the themes
of Khartoum: 'No peace. No negotiation. No recognition of
Israel,' and the eradication of the 'Zionist cancer' in the Middle
East, We contrast this with the continuous Israeli offers of
negotiations that could lead to peace."

Israel's treatment of the Holy Places in Jerusalem was praised
by Dr. Young, ''The law of Israel,'" he said, '"mgkes a desecrator of
g Holy Place ligble to seven years in jail, and one who hurts the
sensibility of a worshipper liable to five years. We who live there
have every cause to rejoice at many of the fine things that are
taking place. The rights of all at their places of worship are
carefully protected by law and implemented by the proper authorities.”

He added: "Access to the Holy Places of all faiths is
guaranteed and kept open for all. Never in days when Jordan was
administering the West Bank and the City of Jerusalem was divided,
and to some extent not even in Mandate times, were the Holy Places
made so readily accessible to all faiths as théy are today."

Father Hussar, who was born in Egypt and whe has lived in
Jerusalem for 15 years, stgted that ''something very great is
happening /in Israel/ that the short-sightedness of men and
peoples cannot undo. After the Holocaust, the passion and horrible
death of six million Jews, thg ingathering of the exiles--even if
relatively few--and the blossoming of the desert may be the signs
of @ renewal of life not only for the whole of the Jewish people, but
also for the world."

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum, the Committee's national director of
interreligious affairs,was present at the conference and made the
following statement:

"Having visited in Israel this past summer in order to help
strengthen the interreligious program of the American Jewish Committee
between Christians, Jews and Muslims, I can testify to the truth
of much of what Dr. Douglas Young and Father Hussar said., Despite

-more-
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the public turmoil which appears to hang over the Middle East today,
Christians, Musiims, and Jews are engaged in serious cooperative
efforts to overcome suspicion and misunderstanding and to build
a viable community life based on sharing of common tasks and mutual
solidarity. Arab Muslims have been learning Hebrew at a study
group held in a Catholic convent in East Jerusalem, Jews have been
studying Arabic in the same convent, At regular intervals Jews,
Muslims, and Christians have been coming together to open genuine
communication for the sake of creating a new society.

"We would hope that Christian institutions would support such
models of cooperation and relationship, which is the only hope for
the future of all peoples in the Middle East. In the recent past,
some Church institutions and leaders have'given one-sided suppﬁrt
in the conflict, appearing to sanctidn'guerilla warfare and the
murder of innocents. Such actions tend to polarize rather than
reconcile, and if Christians have any creative role to play at
this difficult moment it ought to be on the side of condemning
guerrilla violence and reprisals wherever it occurs and by who-
ever it is carried out." |

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's
pioneer human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects
the Eivil and religious rights of Jews at home and abroad, and advances
the cause of improved human relations for all people.
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STATEMENT BY RABBI MARC H, TANENBAUM, NATIONAL
DIRECTOR OF INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS OF THE
AMERICAN JEWISH CCMMITTEE, BEFORE THE NEW YORK
CHAPTER OF AJC, SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 1969,
PLAZA HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY. '

One of the most insidious developments which threaten to under-
mine much of the progress that has been made in Jewish-Christian re-
lations, and which also imperils the already heavily strained civic
peace of the United States, is a covert, unprecedented campaign on
the part of foreign Arab propagandists to penetrate the entire insti-
tutional systems of the American Catholic and Protestant churches_
with propaganda that is not .only blatantly anti-Israel and anti-Zion-
ist but also, in many cases, virulently anti-Semitic. '

e —rihismcaipaign-involves-a comprehensive, systematic, well= -—-- - .-t

financed strategy which makes earlier Arab approaches to the churches
appear to be amateur by contrast with the present effort. There is
clear evidence available to us that Arab information specialists, )
operating out of Arab countries and especially Beirut, Lebanon--which
has become a major source of anti-Israel and anti-Semitic printed
materials and programs--in concert with Arab Information centers
throughout the United States have moved massively to influence the
policies and education and information programs of the Church insti-
tutions. These include world and national interdenominational bodies
in Christendom, individual denominations, church leaders, especially
in the overseas missions fields and foreign affairs commissions,
seminaries, mass media and Christian of ficial publications.

The content of the anti-Semitic aspect of this Arab effort
ranges from sophisticated theological anti-Judaism to the revival of
Muslim versions of the crudest form of medieval Christian and Nazi
anti-Semitic propaganda.

An example of how vulgar a form of anti-Semitism is being ex-
ploited by Arab propagandists in their campaign to reach Christian
leaders is to be found in a four-page leaflet which invents a Muslim

—.version of the médieval ritual blood libel charge and_revives the
“Protocols of the Elders of Zion.," B

The present propaganda effort of the Arab League governments
among church groups and Christian leaders in the United States is the
most skillful, well-organized effort to undermine the widespread
sympathies of many Christians who believe in the moral and human right
of the people and the state of Israel to exist without harassment.

A key aspect of this systematic effort is the careful and cal-
culated use of Arab-Christian leaders, especially of the Eastern
Crthodox and Coptic churches, who have intensified their pressures on
the World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches.
In an interview given in the latest issue of the Ecumenical Press
Service of the World Council of Churches, Gabriel Habib, Middle East

=more-~
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Secretary for World Student Christian Fedemtion, calls upon the World
Council of Churches and its 232-member denominations throughout the -
world to carry out ‘'a copernican mental change in the Christian under-
standing of Islam,"” That change Mr. Habib adds, should involve a
breaking down of ''the scandalous association of Christianity and Israel,
since the State of Israel is considered a new form of Western aggress-
ion or a crusade against the Arabs and Islam.”

A number of letters have been sent to Christian leaders in the
Western world, and also numerous visits by Arab Orthodox and Coptic
and other Christian leaders have taken place recently in which theyhave
brought pressure to bear on the western churches to use their influence
to mobilize support for the Arab cause,

Similar campaigns have been carried out in efforts to influence
an anti-Israel and pro-Arab League policy in the Vatican and in the
American Catholic church.

A careful examination of the Arab propaganda distributed in the
American Christian community since the June 1967 Arab-Israel conflict
discloses that Lebanon, which has generally been held to be the most
moderate of the Arab states, has emerged as a primary center of anti-
Ismel and, in some instances, anti-Semitic propaganda. A spate of
printed materials, including a master program to help American clergy
promote the Arab cause in the churches and other media in the United
States, has been poured into the church media of communication in the
United States in an increasingly growing volume. The newsletters,
brochures, and films have resulted from a series of seminars, work-
shops, and institutes held in Beirut since June 1967 at such centers
as the University Christian Center, the Documentation Center for the
Ecumenical Secretariat for Youth, the World Student Christian Federa-
tion, and the American University of Beirut. One of the theological
documents issued to Western Christian leaders by 66 Protestant mission=-
aries operating out of Beirut asserted that Israel had no claim to
their support because ''the Church is the new Israel’ and the religious
foundations of any Jewish claim to Israel has been superseded by the
emergence of the Christian revelation.

A strategy kit prepared by an American clergyman following a
Beirut seminar in May 1968 calls upon Protestant clergy to launch a
boycott against ourist travel to Israel, and to encourage and support
a massive Arab march and sit-in on Jerusalem,

Since June 1967, a series of pro-Arab groups have been establish-
ed in the United States, organized mainly by Protestant clergymen,
for the purpose of influencing a major shift of Protestant opinion
behind the Arab League cause. Among the new groups created are the
Americans for Justice in the Middle East and Americans for Middle East
Understanding, The groups publish newsletters, several of which have
contained articles of theological anti-Judaism content prepared by

=more-
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Christian professors in the Arab world. In addition, at least a half
dozen local grass roots organizations have sprung up in various regions
of the United States to promote pro-Arab sympathies on a city and state-
wide basis, These groups have been responsible especially for stepped-
up "'letter-to-the-editor" campaigns in the local and national press
advocating Christian support of the Arab League cause and often brand-

ing Israel in one-sided terms as responsible for the Middle East conflict.

Since June 1967, these accelerated Arab propaganda efforts have
resulted in a more vigorous response from certain elements in the Prot -

. estant denominational structures whose anti-Israel, pro-Arab activities

amount to virtual collusion with foreign Arab government representatives.
These pro-Arab elements in the denominational and interdenominational
structures have published completely one-sided studies on the ''Middle
East Refugee Problem," which make no reference at all to the half-million
Jewish refugees driven from Arab countries and the tragic plight of the
remnant Jewish communities suffering persecution and degradation in Arab
nations. Both prior to and following the Athens airport-Beirut incidents,
these pro-Arab elements sought to use their positions in their church
institutions to influence the White House and State Department to reverse
the decision to send phantom Jets to Israel, and then to end all aid to
Israel.

Christian leaders who are concerned seriously about preserving the
pluralist fabric of America, and who have any real concern about true
and honest relations with the Jews of America, owe i t to themselves
and to their Christian conscience to examine where this external Arab
program is ultimately leading them and their institutions. At stake
is nothing less than retaining whatever credibility is now possible
with the Jewish people that Christiam church leaders care anything at all
about combatting anti-Semitism in real ways, and that the gospel of re-
conciliation is seriously intended to halp Jews and Arabs in the Middle
East to achieve peace, rather than polarize them as the present Arab
propaganda ‘initiatives and some Christian responses are doing.

1/12/69
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations
165 EAST 56th STREET  NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

PARIS OFFICE
30, rue lc Bodtie
Paris VIl

FO-Eur
January 15, 1969

MEMORAND UM

To: Foreign Affairs Department

From; Zachariah Shuster

Subj: Iconography in Brussels St. Michael Cathedral

+ _Cardinal Suenens, Archbishop of Malines, Brussels, has recently
carried out an act of symbolic significance in eliminating signs
of prejudices against Fews promoted by the church in the middle
ages, An agreement was reached with the Jewish Consistory of
Brussels to_remove the derogatory inmscriptions from stained-glass
. windows, cgggstriés and patnttngs exhibited at the Cathedral of -
St. Hichael in nruaseIE;“Ehich commemoratéd the-alleged profanation
of the eucharist by the Jews in 1370, ;

The Jewish population of Belgium has for a long time expressed its
desire that anti-Jewish pictorial representations be removed from
various churches in Belgium; and those in St, Michael's Cathedral
were an outstanding example of such representations, The action
taken by Cardinal Suemens is an indication that similar represent-
ations in other churches will eventually be removed,

I havé written to Cardinal Suenens expressing the appreciation of
the American Jewilsh Committee for this actionm,

Enclosed i{s a translation of the text of the communiqué on the subj=
ject, published in Pastoralia, the official publication of the Arch-
dioceses in Malines, Brussels; also enclosed are translations of
articles published in the Belgian newspaper La Cité and the Neue

Zuercher Zeitung, on the same subject.

Enclosures

(J,cﬁiwfnahbi Tanenbaum




' ENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

LIFE magazine

Mount Pleasant, Michigan

anuary 18,T196§“

The Editor

Dear Sir:

I join you in deploring Israel's scorn of the U N, but I
understand-her-feeling. In 1967 it was the U N that abandoned
Israel to the belligerency of Nasser. True, Israel was able

to meet that threat and emerge with more territory than she

had before, but it might have been otherwise, and every Israeli
knows that fact. With wry humor, Israelis have tHld me, "Hitler
threatened to annihilate us, and we didn't believe him. Nasser
threatened to annihilate us, and we believed him."

\
LIFE understandably deplorés Israel's "belligerent self-isolation,"”
and again, I agree. Every Israeli should know that his small state
simply can't go it alone in.todays world. Bravery, heroism, and
determination are not enough.. Yet, again, what choice has
Israel had? Russia has loudly-proclaimed the Arab party line.
We have tried, publicly at least, to maintalin a discreet neutrality.
When Israel is subjected to atr001tles from beyond her borders,
we quietly hope that things will eventually 1mprove. When Israel,-
in anger and frustration strikes back, we Join Russia and the Arab
world in public repromand.

Israel has had to meet challenges to her existénce utterly alone.
In May and June 1967 we obviously sympathized with Israel's
plight, but we proudly declared our neutrality. Perhaps this-

. was wise, in view of Russia's espousal of the Arab cause, but the

fact remains,. Israel had to g0 it alone.

I hope that both Israel and her Arab neighbors can be encouraged
to meet under U N or other auspices to work put agreements
concerning recognized boundaries, refugee matters, and other
problems that plague the area. . There must be "give" on both
sides. Let us not be surprized, however, if Israel grows
increasingly defiant of the U N when she knows that the cards are

-stacked against her-at every session. ,Israel may go down in

defeat the next time, but she will not be another Czechoslovakia.
She will go down fighting, even if all the odds are against her.
Pride ahd self-confidence may be her undoing, but weakness and
indecision will surely put her at the mercy of those who are

determined to annihilate her. f;:i}/CDI///éi’

Charles F, Pfeiffe
Prof., Ancient Literatures




The [nstitute of Judaeo-Christian Studies
SF1ON HALL UNIVERSITY - 31 CLINTON STREET - NEWARK, N.]J. 07102

TELEPHONE: (201) Mitchell 2-3631

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY @ SOUTH ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07078 @ TELEPHONE: (201) 762-9000 or 762-8788, EXT. 4891

A TRIBUTE TO RICHARD CARDINAL CUSHING
An Address
given by Msgr. J.M. 0esterre1cher
at Temple Shalom, West Newton, Mass.
on January 26, 1969

May It Please Your Eminence. R A g, w3
Mr. Schwartz, Rabbi Rothman, Distlngulshed Guesfs,' G S
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Shalom: I am grateful to the Brotherhood of Temple Shalom for
having asked me to join them in their tribute to Cardinal Cushing.
Even his enemies will admit that he is an unusual marn, hardly fitting
the standard picture of a bishop. Dare I say that it is exactly this™
that endears him to many of his friends? There are no airs about him.

He is a man of unusual candor. What other bishop, indeed, what other
man, would be so frank, so disarming, as to say of his own singing:
“"I've got a voice like a fish peddler'? As is his candor, so is his
goodness. When he was appointed a cardinal, he made clear that this

would not change his ties with people: "I shall continue to do what I
always have been doing. . . . A priest is ordained not, for himself
but for others.'" To me, the measure of the man is shown by the name

he has given to Pope John: ‘'Good Pope John.'

Still, I have often wondered: What is it that makes Cardinal
Cushing so well liked a figure? I believe it is his love for men, the
high and the humble, the learned and the unlearned, those within the
Church and those without. He is a man for all men. To him, a human
face, any human face, beautiful or disfigured, tells the story of God's
creative work, of His love. Loving man's face, wherever he finds it,
is one of the ways the Cardinal responds to the loving God. To say it
differently, what distinguishes the Cardinal is fellow-feeling. He
sees in every man, near or far, his fellow and seeks to be a fellow to
the other man. Hence his deep devotion to the foreign missions, to
interreligious cooperation, to help of the blind, to the care of the
elderly, indeed, to all works on behalf of the needy of every kind.
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The Cardinal loves every man as God's image. He tries himself
to be God's image. To be God's image is not only a static truth, it L
is a dynamic one. All biblical statements are more than mere state-
ments; they are, or contain, demands. So it is with the theological
proposition that man is God's image. Biblically speaking, to be an
image is to be a representative. Man is thus God's double, an under-
study if you wish. Not a demigod, not his own master or judge but
God's ambassador on earth, a sign of His presence. Through men, God's
goodness is to be experienced. Through them, that is through you and
me, the victims of floods, wars, famine, exploitation, and discrimin-
ation must be helped. Through man, God's deputy, justice and love
must be spread. Cardinal Cushing is such an ambassador: a cheerful
giver imitating God the Giver.
This the Cardinal has proved in many ways, one of which is his
relationship to the Jewish people. To it he devoted a major address
at Vatican II. He asked that Christians, the spiritual sons of Abra-
ham, must show special respect and particular love for the Jews, the
natural sons of Abraham. He also demanded that the Council's State-
ment on the Jews make it absolutely clear and evident that the Jews
are not guilty of the death of Christ, except insofar as all men are.
For "all men have sinned, and because of this crucified Him, indeed,
still crucify Him.'" At the end of his address, he wondered ‘‘whether
[the bishops] ought not humbly confess before the world that all too
often Christians in their relations with their Jewish brothers have
not shown themselves as true Christians, as Christ's faithful ones.
In this our age, how many have suffered! How many have died because

- U —

of the indifference or silence of Christians! . . . If not many
Christian voices were lifted in recent years against the great injust-
ices, in all humility let our voices cry out now'' These were

courageous words, and we will always be grateful for them.

I wonder whether, in this tribute of mine, I may take the
Cardinal's cue and speak out on another issue related to the Jewish
people, without, however, wishing to burden him with my particular
views. We 2all remember with joy his strong stand in favor of Israel
" when, in June 1967, her existence, and the life of her people, was
threatened. I think it is time that we Christians, particularly we
Christians in the United States, say clearly and forcibly that the
State of Israel is here to stay and thus let Arab governments know
that, in order to have peace, they must fully and unequivocally
recognize Israel's right to exist, that they must uphold her sovereign-
ty and security. We are at the beginning of a new administration but
we have not been told what the details of its policy in the Near East
will be. We know, however, that it will be under great pressure to
find a more “even handed" approach. I confess I do not like the term.
"Even" may mean "uniform.” An "even,' a uniform measure is not
necessarily a just one. We will not end the Near Eastern crisis by
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giving two guns to the Arabs for every two guns given to Israel.
"Even'' may mean ''flat.” I certainly do not think that anyone would
appreciate a flat, unimaginative Near Eastern policy.

On the contrary, we must try new ways to induce all the
governments concerned and, if need be, to compel them to negotiate
with one another. One only has to reread the letter of Prince Feisal,
head of the Arab delegation to the Peace Conference of Versailles, who
in March, 1919, wrote to Felix Frankfurter, then a member of the
American Zionist delegation to that conference, to realize that Arabs
did not always think as they do today and that there is a chance,
however slim, that they may return to the creative vision of former
days. The Prince wrote, among other things:

We Arabs, especially the educated among
us, look with the deepest sympathy on
the Zionist Movement.... We will do our
best...to help...; we will wish the Jews
a most hearty welcome home.

I think it is our duty to speak out in favor of Israel, first
because of the ongoing crisis in the Near East, and second because of
the sympathy and affection the Christian ought to have for Jews. The
first reason is obvious. We must not allow wounds to fester; we must
not allow tension to continue to the breaking point. A criskis always
a situation which may go one way or another. This one may explode
into war or be tamed into peace. And for such peace, we must pray and
work. The second reason may not be so obvious; Judaism is not a mere
religion but also a people, though in a special sense of the word.

The Jews are a complex entity , a composite phenomenon; they are a
people-religion or a religion-people (with a hyphen within each pair).
Hence, for their full flowering, they need a place of their own, not
just any place but a unique spot on earth, the land promised them

by God.

The State of Israel was created by the will of its people and
by a decision of the United Nations, an act of the world community;
it is thus guaranteed by intermational law. But this is not all. The
Israelis won back the land of Israel when in 1948 they were forced to
defend it with their blood. They regained it by their sweat and toil
when they turned deadly swamps and the threatening desert into fertile
fields and blooming gardens.

The restored land and Siate of Israel has a restorative power,
not only for its inhabitants but also for Jews abroad. For centuries,
Jews have been told that they lacked creativity, that they were un-
productive, just brokers or even exploiters. For centuries, they have
been told that by nature they were cowards, that they dared not defend
even themselves. So I could go on. This much is true, however, the
fear of Pharaoh, of Haman, of Torquemada, and, above all, of Hitler,
sits in their bones and hides in their souls. To the poison of
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anti~Semitism, Israel is an antidote. The demons of fear are driven
out by the reality of that land and its people which shatter all the
stereotypes of the past.

Thus to the Jewish heart, tried and afflicted, Israel gives
courage and cheer. For Jews everywhere, the distant Israel is a fount-
ain of inner health, a spring of sanity, a source of healing. She
dispels the dark memories of the past, heals the wounds of a long
tearful history. To most Jews, even those who have little faith, even
those who rarely go to the synagogue, the re-gained land of Israel
and the re-united city of Jerusalem-are signs of God's fidelity. The
Lord has not cast off His people. They are always dear to Him.

I have presumed to speak of my concern for the State of Israel,
not just as a political, but as a human and spiritual, event. T have
presumed to speak on this issue, even though I do not know the Cardi-
nal's exact position. Whatever it may be, I am sure he will understand
that I had to speak out since, in his love for men, he has always bteen
bold in taking a stand.

I rejoice in the honor your Brotherhood is paying him. That
this honor takes the form of a gift to the Cardinal Cushing Medical
Center in Galilee tells that his heart, which beats for and in so many
parts of the world, beats in Israel, too. Since the honor is offered
by a Temple Brotherhood, it is fitting that I end my tribute to the
Cardinal with words from the Siddur, the Jewish Prayerbook. On seeing
a Wise Man or a King, the pious Jew recites this blessing: Baruch atah
Adonay Eloheynu Melech ha-olam. She-rnatan mechokmato ve~mikebodo
lcbasar va-dam. 'Blessed are you, Lord our Sod, King of the Universe.
You have given of your wisdom and glory to mortals."
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From: A, Karlikow
To: FAD, Gold, Bookbinder

N

Ve have just received word here that the Iraql authorities have zXe releused

12" of the Jeﬁisﬁ.mah wao have beéh in prison for many oonths (this is the
group apart from thit charged vigh éllgged spying) and that the situztion of
the other Jawish-priscner§ in this group has been eased: The report, as
received here, speaks-of 12 out of ggipriSOnérs whareas wé had the namss

of 35 and we shall sesk to check out this discrepaney,
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTE 1
Paris Office: 30, Rue La Boetie, 75 Paris 8, France + Elysces 69-11, 83-63 + Cable: Wiéhcom, Paris - Zachariah Shuster, European Director

FO-Eur .
February 3, 1969

To: Foreign Affairs Departmant
From: A.S. Karlikow
Subj: 1Iraq, Syria, Egypt.

You doubtless have. seen for yourself in the public press the kind of
reaction: evoked' among: European governments and public opinion by the
. hangings in Iraq, and we saw little point in writing you about what
. was headlined across front pages. There have bean; however, a number
of developments that have received little or no publlc attentiou, and
we should like to inform you about them.

Iraq - Journalists are now being permitted to enter Irag. Amnesty
International suggested we take advantage of this fact, proposing to
send a journalist having legal troinlno, well known to the organization,
in whom they had cOnfldence. Amnesty asked us to share the costs. We
agreed to do so, and the gentleman in question departed from Lordon this
past week end. ' ;

The French government has intervened fairly vigorously, though in un-
publicized fashion, with the Iraq government since the hangings. (You
will remember --- they later made it public --- that they also had inter-
vened before.) The main thrust of the new intervention is to try and
prevent any future hangings; but also, we understand, expressed concern
about the fate of the Jewish ccnmunlty in Iraq unore generally.

Indirectly, we have been asked to furnish thz France-Levant section of
the Quai d'Orsay with a full memorandum on what is the situation of the
Jewish community in Iraq and shall be doing this today..

‘Last week we furnished the Alliance Israelite Universelle with a back-
ground memo-position paper, (copy enclosed) prior to an intervention
by Professor Cassin and Mr. Weill. last-Wednesday. According to the
account of this given me later by ¥r. Weill, the meeting was rather
inconclusive. The Alliance representatives apparently put stress on

- . . / - -
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seeking 2 change in ths .*ﬂnch position in the UN concerning investi-
gation of the situation of the Jewish minorities in the Middle Tast.
We do not know whethér this intervention was a factor in the French
decision again to contact Baghdad or not.

Radio Europe I called us a week ago Friday to ask us to appear as
experts on Iraq on a leading afternoon news show, We were of the
opinion that it would be better that a French person should appear,
and so arranged to have Gerard Israel of the Alliance speak, after
full briefing. He has, as a result, now been invited to appear on
Belgian television as well., Cenerally, we find much material appear-
ing presently in the French press that we believe was taken from
documzantation we have supplied to various sources over the past six
months in form of press releases and memoranda.

Our primary goal regarding Iraq as well as the other Middle East
countries is to try to see that the shock over the hangings is trans-
lated into pressure to achieve evacuation of Jewish comnunities frem:
- the Middle tast lands. The same approach, we see, is being used by
Mr. Bookbinder. : ; : :

Egzgt - There haée'been several interventions mads in the past
week concerning the Jews in prison in Egypt and the Jewish community
there.

We have heard a report that there was a joint Spanish-Swedish govern-
ment demacchc in Cairo concerning the internees. We have not, however,
been able to coafirm this as yat; and would appreciate it if you would
do this through Washington..

Some attention was givén in the press here to the fact that three European
personalities (one Jewish professor from Belgium, a Catholic and a Protestant
minister)*who attended the Conference of the Friends of the Arab Peoples in
Cairo last week intervened with the chairman of the conference on behalf of
the Jewish internees. The Chairman¥%-- one of the army veterans who helped
Nasser lead the putsch against Genzral Naguib --- said that their cases
would be investigated, according to press reports. Neither Belgian pro-
fessor Liebmatm nor another Belgian professor at the Cairoc meeting, Plerre
Mertens, have yet returned to Brussels, but we shall.get a fuller report
from them (if there is anything more) in the next day or two. Both belong
to the Belgian League for the Rights of Man. Mertens, you will recall,
went to the Middle Zast on behalf of the League to investigate the position
of Jewish minorities almost a year ago. We have little -doubt that it was
he who organized this intervention. We suggested to his wife in Brussels
that she phone her husband in Cairo about this matter, but really don't
think such promating was necessary in this case.

In Egypt, too, the French governmznt has decided to intervene more vigorously,
without publicity of course. Already last week, the French Ambassador in
Cairo informed the Red Cross representative there that he had received

% Reverznd Father, Daveziecs and. Pastor Parmentier e e
%% Anouar Es Sadate.



instructions. from his government to make representations on behalf

of the Jewish prisonsrs. We got word of'thls from the. Paris. side

as well, plus word that the Quai d'Orsay was requesting a fullnr
picture of the situation than it had.available to it, since it
wished to send renewed and wider instructions to its Ambassador.

1 prepared the enclosed memorandum which went to the Quai Saturday;
and another cable went out to the French embassy in Egypt. We shall
inform you if we learn its contents,

We already do know, however, one most important element about this
intervention. The French government long ago signaled to Jewish
organjzations its readiness to give refuge here to any Jews who
might manage to get out of Egypt and get to France. . Now, however,
the French Ambassador in Cairo has been instructed to inform the
Egyptian govermment that it is ready to take in all prisoners who
may be released, whatever their legal status. This is the first
time, moreover, that the French have been ready to intervene on a
mass basis rather than (as in the past) only for certain individual
prisoners with relatives in France. :

A word generally about French intervention. In the first place,
prior to about a month ago such intervention usually was requested
and effected by that section of the Quai that deals with refugee
and humanitarian matters, when the political section of the Quai
did not object. Now, it is the political section of the Quai that
is pushing intervention as well. The matter apparently has gone up
to the Foreign Minister Debre, who has thrown his support behind
this, which has in turn affected the officials below.

In the second place, we get the impression that there is an attempt

by the Quai --- apart from humanitarian considerations, and/or what

may be desire to keep Arab states from the kind of blunders that '

create public opinion difficulties in France for de Gaulle's policy ---
to mollify public opinion outside France re de Gaulle's actions. It is
known, for instance, that the Quai sought (unsuccessfully) to get a direct
condemnation of the Iraq hangings put into the communique that followed
‘last Wednesday's Council of Ministers meeting. In addition, the fact
that the French are intervening in Iraq and Egypt now SecemsS tO me: -to be
"leaking" from the Quai more readily than in the past.

Finally, the situvation in Egypt itself. According to information trans-
mitted to the JDC on a strictly confidential basis by the Red Cross:

- The distribution of funds to Jewish needy in Egypts via the Red
Crescent and the Jewish community office in Cairo continues without
difficulty- or problem. Present cost per month estimated at $3,500.

- Families can frequently and freely visit.the prisoners, who are
relatively well treated they report, thére being no indication of any
persecution or pertiqular-harasser'*t (Morale of the prisoners, how-
ever, wa lzarn from other sources, is quite low.)

- Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of Interior officials in Egypt

L .I/....
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would like to get.this problem out of their -hair; but when it was
raised with Mr. Nasserrecantly, he got furious. (According to other
versions, it is the Army ‘that is holding up release; and it is the.
Army services that now have jurisdiction in this matter, it is
believed.) : ?

Syria - The lollowing ehcerpt from the report of the JDC on
a meeting blth the Red Cross in Geneva speaks for itself:

"Mr. Renard, the ICRC's parmangnt dalegate in Syria, has recently
visited Aleppo and for the first time was able to see the leaders
of the Aléppo Community without the presence of a government dele-
gate. He also paid a visit to the Damascus Community and here
again, for the first time, was able to speak freely with the
- Community leaders.

The situation gensrally speaking is unchanged: The three young
people who have been imprisonsd as a consequence of their attempt

to leave the’ country illegally, have now been freed and have returned
to their families.

A new and disquieting element is constituted by the creation of a
special intermirnisterial Commission of investigation whose purpose

is to investigate case by case individually and personally each

Jewish inhabitant of Syria starting with the age of thirteen. .The
questions raised by the Cemmission include a control of identity,

family composition, contacts with people abroad, information on

visits received, etc. Although the Commission started its work on
January 11 and has since seen a number of Jewish people, no measures

of any kind have been taken so far against any of the pzople interviewed.

When the Jewish leaders asked Mr. Renard for his advice, he counselled
them to fully co-operate with this investigation Commission, so as not
to offer to the authorities any justification for harsher measures or

reprisals.

The Community leaders expressed their disappointment about not being
permitted to give the Jewish children more. than two hours. of-religlous
education per week and they also complainad about lack of religious
books and manuals for children... Although so far Mr. Renard is not’
in a position to visit Kamichli as well, he nevertheless plams to do
so in the not too distant future." :

* * %

Amnesty
1t goes without saying, of course,- that alds information above" on/Frénch’
intervention and from the Red Cross is strictly confidential. 1In passing,
the Red Cross indicated last week that its demarche to the Iraqi Red
Crescent through the Syrian Red Crescent  arior to the hangings (about
which we inforwmed you sowms tims ago) had remained without any reply.

al's .'./It - .



The Red Cross last week still hopad to” bo- zble to- intervene- with
Iraq more directly =--- one of its represzntdtives being present
at a meeting in Kuweit of the Ked Crescent osrganizations from
Middle Eastern lands --- but the Iraqi delegate. never showed up.
Goals of the Red Cross, if it ever finds a channel, are to try

and bring material help to the families of the executed; to sezsk
ways and means to have the govermment agree to let family members
of the executed leave the. country; and to obtain Iraqi assurances
re the Jewish population as a wiole.

c.c. H, Bookbinder
B. Gold.
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1, fGrcrz ar 22 Yawioh waa intarpad in Tournh Ivisca,
Veynh, as e p2 2o 4 Lizz of 2M3 natiaz can ba ‘u::r.-s:z::.. Thosze
=0 now have b2z 3ail for meve than a year and a half eltheugh
guilty of no offense nor charzed with any, but sisply beecause they era Jauws

2, Yhkzn war Drole ont Junz 1257 botvesn Israsl and tha Aradb states, tha
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Sauviszh gitizons and Jows in Bgyst clasaiiiad as ﬂtagnlns, thaough wauy of
them had livad 4n that country all thair lives,

3, Uithin a waek or so afler avrest, tha Jzus of foreiga mationalicy
-== aprronizately 75 <~- were taken from jail and summarily eupallzd frono
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Jewisn -
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fa identical fashien in Abuzasbal and Tourah prisons) and: this continuss
fo ta the cass today, Whan Jaus 6 Baing fracd, in Julv-Ragoshar, 1367,
citizenshis cr lack of &t nevar szeaos &5 have beon taken into aczount by
tha UAR anthoerities: stataless avd citizehs ware aiwopg those libsrated,
Sintlsrly, memiers ¢f botl groups weve expellzd, the oce diffarense being
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tha szce as for the group as a whol There 15, thorefore, no
0t

cul 2
reason for comsidering tiem apart in this conteat,
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THE APMERICAN JEWISH CONIMITTEE
Paris Office: 36, Rue La Boetie, 75 Paris 8, France - Elysees 69-11, 83-63 - Cable: Wishcom, Paris - Zachariah Shuster, European Director

FO~Eur
‘February &4, 1969

MEMORANDUM
To: Foreign Affairs Department
é From: Abraham S. Karlikow

Subj: 1Iraq, Egypt

Irag -- Subsequent to our note of late last night informing you that
12 Jews had been released from prison in Iraq of the group who had
been in jail for some time, we received word that still more Jews of
this group had been liberated., The total liberated is 22, one group
on Saturday and another on Monday. '

One of the Iraqi Jews in London just received a cable this morning from
Beirut on behalf of one of the men who was freed this week-end, which I

- suppose can be taken as confirmation for the group as a whole, We are
striving to get the names, It must be stressed, however, that the Iragi
government has been playing prison roulette with this group of men ever
since June, 1967, pulling them in and out of jail at whim, with one of
them having been in and out four times now, to our knowledge.

Together with this relatively good news, however, came information from
the same source that there are 80 Jews now implicated in the allegad
spy plot by the Iraqi government, This number ‘is much higher than any
previous estimate of Jews still implicated; and our first impulse was
to consider that there had been an error by our source, coafusingz the
number of Jews lmplicated and the total number of persons of all faiths
still facing trial. However, our London contacts say that this figure
of 80 is not a probable one, but certainly cannot be ruled out. For,
they report, a relative of one of the executed men has gotten informa=-
tion to them that by now virtually every Jewish family has omne of its
members implicated, the younger Iraqi Jews being particularly affected,
It is ironic to think that, eventually, the safest Jews in Iraq today
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‘way, finally, be those who have been in prison for many months. Of gen-
eral interest as regards the 'plot" is the Baghdad radio announcement

~of ‘the:visit to Iraq of two-Saudi-Arabia Ministers, These, it is known,
came to intercede on behalf of former Premier Bazzaz and former Defense
Minister Okeilli, using as weight for their persuasion the fact that a
loan requested .by Baghdad from Kuwait might be contingent on what Baghdad
does about these two men, The Saudi Arabian Ministers reported, on leav-.
ing Iraq, that they considered their mission had been successful,

Enclosed please find a copy of the background paper which (confidentially)
has gone to the Quai, We wrote you about this yesterday,

Egypt -- We have gotten an indirect report on the intervention mace with
Anouar es Sadate in Cairo at the conference of supporters of the Arab
people, on behalf of the Jewish internees, According to Professor Liebmann,
one of the men who intervened, (we learned from somebody who spoke with him -
in Brussels today):

Mr. es Sadate was asked that Egypt review the entire problem of the in-
ternees for, said the people intervening, they knew of specific cases

where the internment scemed to be not justified. They also told Mr.

es Sadate that Egypt should review the position for political as well as
humanitarian reasons since to leave them in jail could create the impres-
sion that Egypt was anti=-Jewish, thus harming the Egyptian imsge, The
promise was made that the position would be reviewed., Mr, Libmann, further-
more, is supposed to maintain contact by mail with Mr, es Sadate about this
problem,

Mr. Liebmann's advice is that no intervention should be made on behalf of
the internees, or public pleas, by any Zionist or pro-Israel Jewish organ-
ization, Hils suggestion was that intervention by.the American Council for
Judaism, and by some 'neutral" parson in Mr, Nixon's entourage might be
the most helpful channel, given the present political situation,as seen

- from Egypt,

We presume you'll be following up with the Council,

cc: Mr. Gold
‘Mr. Bookbinder
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riad 1. -
Dactierovnd,

(Grapal

Ko Jzwish community has suffered so mwch persecution in time past

w0 dacades as tha 2,500-3,000 Jowz in Iraq, All ave Iragl natilon-
als, but thcy have bsan subjectaed to contipual anti-Jewish discrini-
rztion =-- particularly cince tiz Icrazl-Arab var of Juna 1657 ---
vith the Iragi government even openly incorperating such discrinination
into its laws,

The 2,500-3,000 Joews still in the country today are all that remain of
& community which was tha greatast and most prosperouws of all in the
Middle Zast prior to 1950, when it nurmbared well over 125,000, with a
history ard tradition going baclh to Babylonian timas,

t is bitterly ivonic that these few thousand Jaws co diccriminated
gainst are those who eleoctad to romiin in Jrag as citizens of taat
ouniry, after having bean givon the cholze batween razziring and
& -
2

partura when Irag promulgsied its Law of De-aationalizstion of

Today this s a captive Jewish communitcy, its pambere being unabia to
dzpart, One resdily can ims3ira the presaent state of shock, depression
end fear of this Jowish remnant newy, follouing the public hanging of
nine Jevs omovg the 14 pavsons executed by the Ivaql goverunmani as
allegad spiés tfonday, Janunry 27, :

Jaws DPrasontly in Jail in Conmnction with Allexad Flot,

Insoiar as on2 can tell, aporoximately 70-80 rore persons cf diffavent
religious faiths are schadulsd to be brousht to trial by the Iragi
govermmewi on various chirzes of plotting against the state. (2

koo the wames of eleven Jews armony thosa allesedly drplicated,
sseording to the Iragi governcent (list encloszd), Cre of tho

—l.b
eleven, Shaul Sassoon, is the son of tha 87-yzar old Crand Rabbi
of Iraqg, Xadourie Saszoon. (Some press reports of tha January 27

nancings sald that Shaul Sassconm had bean awens those aiasubed, but
this is nct 80.) There have besen rumors that both Sassoon and anothar
Jawish 2ccused, Albart iluno, hava teon souvaraly tortvred in prison.
Although it Las not baon possible, to chaek thase ruwors to Gaiz
are & cource of grave concarn, it beairs knowa that sevar=l lloclzms and
a Juzw uare indeced tortured to desth in prison in Irag several monthse
ano. -

Othear Jaws in J2il as Part of Ceneral Jrao Anti-Jeuish Dolicy,

ot to b2 eonfused with tha Jows 3moriscnad in counsction with tha so-
enlisd »lots is still anothor group of Jawish narsonzlities who have
taan in 351Y For ‘gaverel rsati'y, ool ©F towy well ovar a yoor,; as
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Jois in
evanis,
including
a s in businzss
had soze contach with

.F. ol Ly w 3
or prof:rci :11 activit ic:, praeviously had
Arzrlcan, British, or Yeat Cerman eone S uE 13, 1557,

£ the 70 vere relecased, baing hgr inves=
tigation. A [ew months later, ths 50 wers ro-a::estad pius still
anothar 30 parsons, briogirg the total in jail to pearly a hundraed,
In the first half of 1968, =oma releases agala took place, lscving
35 in jail as of the end of the year inso fqr as could bz established.

Roeent rapores of releasa of zeie of ths Jews in this group, --- arriving
this past waeky=are of course most welscena., Thay must bz considared, hou-
evar, agiinet this bavhhroaﬁ’ vLareby tha Irag suthorities have bgen shuf-
f£ling these Je ail ira 4

C

rrasts & ary
was Yto :z j 12082 OF qu*nt public cpinion,” 1Mo officiol chariz was ever
iliad apainst anyof thess ran. They sinply have been rotatad in asd
out ¢f jail at governmental waime No repcrt on their prigopn corditions
has bosn received sinea the rezfra of CGoanarzl Ahoad ilassan A1 RPakr care
to power, lasi July. FPricr to that time it wag reported thit prisoa
conditions weze Mtolerable."

It is also kooun that there is one Jewlsh woman in joil, by tha nowe of
a2 Soussu. She was arrested in ths procass of rjiua to raka her wvay
out GE Irag. (Insludad in tha list of 35.)

oo

Discriainatory Maasures Talen Agaionst the Jais of Irag

Ceriain of the discrlﬁlv :Lory mzasures now prack

iced agsainvst tha Jews of
Iraq date hack as far as 1847, « tha governuant

d a
adopted lavislation
c
i

-t

forbidding Jaws to emigrate. Tasted uncil iloren 10500 Lepsriure
wzg thsa serritted for onme yea 3 roficnciabica of smatioeality ond
witd thz assats of all departing Jews baing sequastersd, 7hz Luau on
epiceation, 9lus a series of other anti-Javish seuasures, agzin was put
into effaat In 1851, It has rezstdinad dn foren until the prasent, excapt
for = threzeyzar poviocd 1950-1203 u.lh: Frenior Nuoson,

Immedintely after the outbrezk of the Juwe 1%07 war between Israel ard the
Arab states the Iraql noverrmant --- in addition to the arrasts of cowmunal
ardors doseribed adove ~--- carriad out a hous cearch of all
an

e=-to~lousa
. .
“

. o1 —~— - - 3. H - T - .-
d made a ragister of all Jows, tuzir prolecsiong, age, &2,



-y
]

r2 tino, the Szourity Police |
adu ts: ploced all Jzwish howes usdzy gurv
2% :lovglng to Jzus; cantellad a
esses c«.-% by Jews o;i;ciale o.‘efcd compaaies, by lettar,to
dicmics all Jeuish emwloyoes; fovbads the travael by all Jews out--
side thair area of residance in tha country; and pailatainad the ban
or. Jewish enigration, tighteniang borders as naver bafore,
Ir¢q4 govarrewant Law #12 of 1951 had sat up the sequestration of
ssats of Jows who had left Ireq. 7TWo nov measurcs =-~-- Law 64 of
1;57 avd its acendmznt by Law 10 in 10o8 (texis available) --- im-
posed hargh restriciions ca “the Jaws" who remainad in Irag. Those
o ma2asunes forbade Jaws to eall Lhedr asgsets or to disposa of then
in ary wiy, @itbout spacial authorization fron tha Minist=ar of the
Intericr, Thay also forbada paymeat to Jews of aay salariess or sums
cuz tLa:, #ith tho excaption of a sall wonthly allowanze; and wade
rpassible for thezm to earry out even tha simplast of bank opsra-

ovarinnt fnstitutions of hisher learning iefesed zdmission
sh studonts Z0llcwiny tha Juime 1367 wonflict. Frivate and
foreign astaoblishments el highsr leavnias in Iraq have ifollowzd this

as for well over a decadc, Jzws in Irag must carry sgecial iden-
tity cards laballing then as Jaus,

tiaacurag Taken Azainst Jewich Comamtimal Institutiouns,

Tha Jzwish corpunity organization responsible for the teaching of
rolizion a3 bean disgolved, and its assels confiscated,

Variocus aas2ts balopging to the Javisa cotamunity, given by donors
to tetciting astablishmants, have baen sequestered on th2 pratext
tiior thag2 asesats wars not pxo“ﬂrly recorded as iaqf assets. (N
Vaqf is a2 foundation-type ownzrship, usually for zcli;ic or cha-
rity purpos2e, coimen in Foslan lands,)

The uol;a:c or; aﬂl astion ”nlch purchased shrouds for Jewish dasd,
37 X and itz assets seguanterad

- » >

~

In tha fice of Traq's raeord of pers
rocnnt exacutions of Joaus ang tha sk

ution of jts Jews, given th

cu 2
rp threat of furthar exaut ions,

it is cleaarly evidznt that thore is no fatura for any Jew in Iraqg, or
for Jdny sarhlcnsy 6f woisal Zaurishe enpwanal 180a; and tius s only
r;ai Eun: SRS een 3213 10 0 ooz O Sasens Uiy aaitars frah
A A P Y
2 4 - LR . FEE AR TR S
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FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 3rd February, 1969. - maa yan% noYipan

o'7¥171°2 NI2YN AVIPIINIRD
THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director of Interreligious Affairs
American Jewish Committee

New York,

U.S.A.

Dear Mare,

Thank you for having sent me a copy of your statement of January 12,
on the anti-Israel and anti-Jewish campaign in Catholic and Protestant
Churches. Mare, I want you to know, -how deeply impressed I was by
reading it. My colleagues at the Hebrew University, the Israel Interfaith
Committee and the Rainbow Group (not to speak of the Foreign Office) were
all likewise impressed. We all feel that by combatting this new form of anti-
Judaism, you have uncovered and brought to light, one of the most significant
aspects in the historical development of contemporary interreligious relations.

Moreover, for us here in Israel, your courageous, yet at the same time also
wisely and carefully conducted policy, is one of the few encouraging phenomena
in the area of interreligious and international relations of our days. There is a
growing feeling of our being nearly totally isolated, of being once again"yow 771% oy"
this time not in a theoretical, abstract sense, but as a bitter, and at times
despairing, physical reality.

This new form of response to the current crisis in the Middle East, as well
as in interreligious relations, you have brought into being, is not only of outmost
importance to the very survival of Israel; it is also a new way of bestowing
relevance to religion and of restoring some confidence in human relations.

Despite the image of the so-called "tough Israeli'" which Jews and non-
Jews have created (perhaps just to calm themselves and to quiet their consciousness)
the truth is that we are living twenty-four hours a day confronting the renewed threat
of total extermination. It is this very awareness of the fact that Israel can not afford
to lose even one single battle, whereas the Arabs can lose war after war without
having to face any danger whatsoever to their very existence, which arouses a growing
tension, anxiety and even pure fear among us.

At the same time, however, one of the phenomena which gives this situation its
true grandeur is that despite all this there is no hatred in Israel. This should be
evaluated against the situation we are living in: the everlasting incitement to revolt

to which the Arab population is exposed to; the systematic hate-mongering and anti-Human

agitation which has succeeded in poisoning the minds of tens of millions Arabs, among

afs
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them already a second generation for whom the very term 'Jew' symbolizes

Evil, Wickedness, Disaster, Loathing; the daily and nightly terror against

the civilian population of Israel only; the unforgettable destration of synagogues,
cemetries, Torah-scrolls during the pre-Six-Day-War period; the teaching

of Arab children as reflected in Arab textbooks, such as the Jordanian '""Rules

of Grammar'" which indoctrinates the children by telling them that; "It is arms
that will free our stolen Homeland"; or as taught in a Syrian textbook for Grade
One: "The Arab soldier will lead our enemy to the slaughter".

Often, we ourselves wonder and attempt to find an explanation, as to the
origin of the enormous moral integrity of our youngsters. Very rarely can one
hear the word "enemy'', when speaking about Arabs. There is no quest for
revenge. This resisting the temptation to abuse power is, to the best of my
knowledge, an unprecedent case in the History of War and Peace. Alas, the
longer we remain under the stress we have to endure these days, the more
difficult it will become to continue maintaining this high level of self-restrain.

Let me conclude just by saying to you once again, "m3 w»"
Hoping to see you again soon,
Yours,

VO

Uriel Tal



THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
3080 BROADWAY NEW YORK, N.Y. 10027

C

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDEN
ENT CABLE ADDRESS: "SEMINARY" NEW YORK

Februarf 5, 1969

Dear Colleague:

As you know, from time to time, the Homelitics Department has attempted
to send out a monthly communication with w1971% ="nin . A good number of men
have urged us to resume the practice.

It may be helpful to give you an advance schedule of the material that we
anticipate sending out during a given period. I am happy to inform you that
two colleagues, Rabbis Theodore Friedman and Max. Routtenberg have agreed to
cooperate in this and we have projected the follcwing-

1) Sabbath, preceeding the New Moon: Rabbi Routtenberg to be
distributed to the Rabbinical Assembly, February 10th.

2) 'Passover': Rabbi Theodore Friedman to be distributed to
the Rabbinical Assembly by March 18th.

3) Ethics of the Fathers: Rabbi Max Routtenberg to be
distributed to the Rabbinical Assembly by March 27th.

4)  The thirty-third d;y of the Omer: Rabbi Theodore Friedman
to be distributed .to the Rabbinical Assembly, April 8th.

5) Shavouth: Bernard Mandelbaum, to be distributed to the
Rabbinical Assembly by April 25th.

So far, so good, because we are meeting the first deadline in this letter
with the varied and thoughtful 210 on 7°572» naw prepared by Rabbi Max
Routtenberg. . :

Now that you have a spec1f1c itemization of the forthcoming material, we
would appreciate any of your comments or suggestions about the plan for the
coming months and any ideas. that you may wish to suggest as we outline a program
for next year, beginning September, 1969.

With every good wish for a habpy Hodesh.

Sinﬁgfaﬂy ypurk/,
f'/r "’I
/

Bernard Mandelbaum




A PRAYER FOR THE NEW MONTH

Sermon outline
Rabbi Max Routtenberg

There is a beautiful prayer in the Talmud (Berakhot 16b) com-
posed by the Babylonian Amora, RAV, which he was in the habit of reciting
daily at the conclusion of the formal service. Some centuries later, by
inserting at the beginning of the prayer the words:
| n993%1 A230Y Arn o wIhn MR 13°%Y wInhw
it was made singularly appropriate for recitation by the worshipers on the

‘Sabbath when announcement was made of a new month.

This prayer of Rav is an excellent example of personal,
petitionary prayer. It is simple and direct. It expresses some of the
deepest longings of the human heart. It is a prayer for life--long life,

a life of peace, of goodness, of blessing, of sustenance, of health, of rev-

erence for God and of love of Torah.

There is one discordant note, however, in this litany of the
soul's yearnings. It is the plea fora.y yp ywon - @ life of wealth. We
can understand the petition for {10398 %w BN - for our daily needs.

One who believes in God turns te Him trustfully for help. He is:

11%7 =n Y9% wrawnl 72 DX ON1D ;INya pYax nx on% N1

It is in the tradition of Jacob who said: wabY 7121 Yorbv on? *% 1ni
But wealth? - Is this seemly? Is it '"legitimate" to ask of God for more than
one's basic, elementary needs? One may sympathize with the plea of fThe
Fiddler on the Roof" to be a rich man--but is it the kind of prayer one ex-

pects from a rabbinic scholar and teacher like RAV?

There is no clear-cut view in the traditional literature con-
cerning the evils and virtues of poverty and wealth. One finds statements

to support almost any proposition that can be made on this subject. Perhaps
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the most balanced judgment is the one given in the Book of Proverbs (XXX:8-9):
"Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with mine allotted bread; lest
I be full and deny and say: Who is the Lord? Or lest I be poor and steal, and

profane the name of my God." If one had to choose between them, however, the

consensus is clear that wealth is more desirable than poverty. There is no-

"vow of poverty" in normative Judaism. The life of a poor man is no life--
Nn3 27wn *31¥ ; the wisdom of a poor man is no wisdom 951712 7502 n_?'o:m';;

poverty means suffering and hur;iliation n1°3y *p17pT7. In typically

British uncerstatement, the English divine, Sydney Smith once commented,

"Poverty is no disgrace to a mim, but it is confoundedly inconvenient."  Most

of us would probably agree witﬁ.the statement attributed to Sophie Tucker who

said, "I've been rich and I've been poor--believe me, rich is better."

Nevertheless, whilé: wealth is better than poverty, it is attended

by many evils and dangers:

a) The corruption bf-the soul--the pursuit and acquisition of
wealth through ‘illegitimate means; the insatiable lust for
wealth; miserlﬁpess and stinginess.

b) The destructiod of happiness--'"the more wealth, the more

worries'; the fear of losing one's wealth; the envy and -
v TN

hatred of neighbors.

c) The loss of re‘serence and humility; turning away. from God--
"my strength ziad power created this wealth"; arrogance and
conceit; the riisuse of the power of wezlth.

- :'F
There is but one

I
wealth and that is to regard it not as a personal achievement but as a.gift

way in which one can be saved from the perils of

ol
from God. "Let him pray tc God to whom belong riches and possessions. For
riches and poverty do not c&me from handicrafts but from Him to whom riches

belong." (Kiddushin 82a). ZOne of the things that is inscribed on Rosh Hashana

and sealed on Yom Kippur i%, "Who shall be rich and who shall be poor."

|



Wealth, per se, is neither a blessing nor a curse. It is a trust.
and it is the ‘manner in which that trust is fulfilled which determines
whether the recipient was worthy to receive it or not. ~ This thought is ex-
pressed in a beautiful midrash (see Shemot Rabbah XXXI:5 ff): "Master of the
universe! If a man pray to you that you grant him wealth, and you know it
will corrupt him, do not grant his request; but if he is a man to whom wealth
would be becoming, grant it to him; as it is written: render to every man ac- - -
cording to all his ways, for Thou alone knowest what is in his heart.

(II Chron. VI:30)"

In light of this, RAV's prayer takes on special meaning. The
prayer for no3nn , for daily sustenance, stands on its own, unlinked
to any other request. The prayer for "0y , for wealth may never
stand by itself, it must forever be linked with another petition. Our prayer
is for 73231 1wy s for wealth and honor--the kind of wealth that
is acquired with honor, that is distributed with honor and which brings honor
to its possessor. (See: I Kings III:13; Prov. III:16; Prov. VIII:18;

Prov. XXII:4). Wealth without honor,at best, ' is a burden; at worst, it .

breeds all the evils and dangers we have enumerated. In our prayer for the

new month we ask that we be spared this burden and saved from its dangers. We -
pray that if it is God's will to bestow upon us the gift of wealth that we be
worthy of this trust--that we learn to link this trust to a life of honor, a life
of serving God through service to our fellow man--that those who come after us

will be grateful that we were entrusted with this gift.



Enrichment Material

guotes .

Seek not proud wealth; but such as thou mayest get justly,use soberly,
distribute cheerfully and leave contentedly; yet have not any abstract .
or friarly contempt of it.

(Francis Bacon)

He is richest who is content with the least, for content is the wealth
of nature.
(Socrates)

Money and time are the heaviest burdens of life, and the unhappiest of
all mortals are those who have more of either than they know how to use..
(Samuel Johnson)

A great fortune is a great servitude.
(Seneca)

Riches are valuable at all times and to all men...nor can anything
restrain or regulate the love of money but a sense of honor and virtue.
(David Hume)

A wise man poor is like a sacred book that's never been read; to himself,
he lives, and to all else seems dead.
(Thomas Decker)

Lord God, I thank Thee that Thou has been pleased to make me a poor and
indigent . man upon earth. I have neither house, nor land, nor money to

leave behind me.
(Martin Luther)

As you.say, I am honored and famous and rich. But as I have to do all

the hard work and suffer an increasing number of fools gladly, it does

not feel any better than being reviled, infamous and poor, as I 'used to.be.
(George Bernard Shaw) '

Poverty is the only load which is the heavier the more loved ones there
are to assist in bearing it.
(Jean Paul Richter)

The wife of the Rabbi of Roptchitz said to him: "Your prayer was lengthy
today. Have you succeeded in bringing it about that the rich should be
more generous in their gifts to the poor?"  The Rabbi replied: "Half of
my prayer I have accomplished. The poor are willing to accept them."
: (Hassidic=-quoted in Choose Life,
Mandelbaum, p. 161)



Comment on Abot IV:I: Who is rich? He who is happy with his lot. This

is usually-taken to mean that even a poor man; so long as he is content with
what he has-and seeks no more, may be regarded as rich. One commentator (re-
gretfully, I cannot trace the source), disagrees with ‘this view. A contented
‘poor man may enjoy his contentment but by any definition he is still poor. An
unhappy rich man may brood over his unhappiness but he is still rich. The

- Talmud (Kiddushin 49b) defines a rich man as one whose fellow townsmen honor

for his wealth., What Ben Zoma is saying is this: A rich man is not he who is
regarded by his- fellows as rich--that's not enough. He must so regard himself.
If he is not happy with what he has; if, despite his wealth he envies those who -
have more, regards himself as poor in comparison with his neighbor, and devotes
himself to the pursuit of wealth, then he is not rich. Who is rich? That is,
when is a rich man rich, when he is happy with his riches, when he says, "I have
enough."

Comment on '"Kavod"

When we pray for honor, we must understand that kavod, like wealth, can be a
snare for the unwary. There is a kind of honor which is dishonorable. It

is ‘the honor which is consciously and deliberately pursued. Honor is not a
packaged commodity to be purchased for a price. Those who approach honor with
a marketing orientation (or as Rabbi Joseph Lookstein once put it, with a C.0.D.
mentality- kavodOn Delivery) are destined to discover the truth of the saying:

He who pursues honor, honor will elude him. The honor we pray for is the honor
which comes as the end-product of a life of service and of reverence for one's

fellow man. Again Ben Zoma: Who attains to honor? He who honors all men.

Bamidbar Rabbah, Mattot XXII, 7

Three gifts were created in the world. - If a man has obtained any
one of them, he has acquired the desire of all the world: if he has obtained
wisdom, he has obtained everything; if he has obtained strength, he has ob-
tained everything; if he has obtained riches, he has obtained everything. But
when?  When these things are the gifts of God, and come to him through the
power . of the Torah; but the strength and the riches of flesh and blood are
worth nothing at all, and if they come not from God; they will be taken from
him at the end.

Betza 32b
Three lives are no lives; he who looks to the table of others; he who is

ruled by his wife; he whose body is overcome by sufferings; and some say,
he who has only one shirt!
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CLAIRE HUCHET BISHOP March 5, 1969.
309 EAST 52 STREET

NEW YORK 10022
Rabbi Msare Tanenbsum,

I 0
165 East 56 St.
New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

Kindly find enclosed my foreword to Jesus and
Israel. At long last, the latter's Mss. is about to be
put into Joe Cunneents hands!

Beside my appreciating any suggestion on your
part regarding the foreword, Tswould like to ask you
whether it is advisable to mention the A.J.C, among the
people I wish tc thank for their assistance - Judith
Banki and Mr. Alderman have been particularly helpful.
Shall T mention them by name, or use only the general
term "American Jewish Committee", or both? Or do you
think it best not to appear at all in the foreword?

I know how hardpressed you are and I would
not so much as try to get in touch with you were it not
that the book 1s going to be ushered in a world wherein
now, as we alas know only too well, the snake of anti-
semitism is raising its head again. Therefore great care
has to be taken that the book may have 1ts maximum im-
pact.

With warm thanks and hopes to bqhaaring from
you very soon,

Cordially,

- L/ _
f C¥u .t sl E.Le.

Claire Huchet Bishop

*3 S p N . / / ;L
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JESUS AWD ISRAEL

FOREWORD

To state that this book was ﬁ?itten”over twenty years ;go
is to ruﬁ thQ&isk of having the proapoctive rgadaf set 1t'aéide
unread. Yet, it is t;rought out today in the United States pre-
f_ciaeij because thQ §iqa soemslright fgr alyide reading publie's
“interest. Vatican céﬁpoll_II has awnkenpd'many Christians té
‘the necessity of revising their-attitude regarding the Jews,
However, it is doubtful whether the coneiliar Statement on the
;ows* would have taken shape at all had not Jules Isaae,.gight-
een years prior to the Council's voting, eompelléd_Eurcpeﬁn
'Ghriaﬁians to come face to face #1thltha réspanslbillty of the
 centuries old Christian teachtng in the development of a men-~
| tality whlch made the Holoeaust ‘possible.

The impact of the book has stemmed from a number of causes.

'-Firat, it was the iork‘of an outstanding French historian,
.‘IauthOr of a aaven—volumo world hiatory used for several gana-
-rations now throughout secondary sehools and universitiea. Pro-
fessor Isaac had also held the high government post of Inspootor
Génorai of Education for the whole cbuntry.lﬂo was Commander
“of the Frencﬁ Legion of Fonor ﬁnd'decorated_or the Croix de
Guerre 191&81918‘rqr.brayery. Second, he was a man well-known

# For the Statoment see p.000, n.
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for his intellectual integrity. Again, the painstakingly docu-

mented demonstration in Jésus et Isradl was carried out with an

inflexible drive which left no loopholes. Finally, from the

point of view of a sheer literature,it was a masterpiece: the
rigor of the reasoning came through a brillance of style where
each sentence in itself was a gem in its indisputable clarity
and noble forcefulness, Magisterial tone, which one might have
expected with such a subject, was abuaﬁt; the thoughts rsbounded
in deadly accuracy but with an elegance of interplay as in an
expert tennis game., The consumate skill of the writer, the ex-
igency of the historian served an ardent conviection rooted deep
in pefsongl tragedy - the authbr had lost his wife and daughter
in a German concentration camp. Yet bibiarnaaa and hatred were
not to bse found in his writing, only active eompassion and
rgrvor for truth. Moreover, the work made a conerste Appaal:

it called for some specific ateps, which were summed up in the
Elghteen Pointe at the end of the book, in order to purify
Christian teaching regarding the Jews.

Jésus et Isradl rockeé European Christiens'! complacency,

particularly in Franeoland in Rome. What followed - the Ten Points
of Seelisberg issued from Jules Isaae's Eighteen Points, his
founding of the Jewish-Christian fellowship L'amitié judeo-

chrétienns, the rovising of the French catechisms and religious

textbooks, as well as Professor Isaac's private audience with

John XXIII on June 13, 1960 - have been recorded in the foreword



N

3

of two previous publications, Has Anti-Semitism Roots in Chriat-

l1anity?t# and The Teaching of Contempt,s:&
Prior to his death, Jules Isaac did me the honor of entrusting

me with the responsibility for the American editions of his works,
particularly of Jésus et Isradl, I can but hope not to have failed

his trust. He left it to me to make the desirable cuts for the
American edition. Indeed, the 600-page book posed certain pro-
'bloms, one of them being the fact that a number of quotations
from Prench works have become obsolete in the course of twenty
years. These have been deleted. Great care, though, has been
taken so as io leave the author's tight demonstration intact.
Nothing has been added to the text save ocecasionally an indis-
pensable connective word. In the footnotes, it has been deemsd
necessary to introduce a few typieal up-to-date commentaries,
mostly American ones, to emphasize the timeliness of the work
and its worldwide relevance, In some cases it may happen that
a quoted text has been revised or withdrawn lately. Yet its
publishing date being recent enough for its influence to remain
potent among paoﬁla living today, the passage has been retained.
In this gathering of additional comrentary exemples, Dr.Bernhard
Olson, Fia ﬁitd“i?T""Tff‘w* évv%:'?' and the Institute of Judaso-
Christian Studies have been particularly helpful.

The translation has roquired, besides surejrprofessionnl ec -
petence, a subtle sensitivity to the telling rhythm of Jules

Isaact's prose, a firm grasp of his dlaloctic,'a capacity to

#+ Has Anti-Semitism Roots in Christianity? N,Y. Fat. Conf. of

Christians and Jews, 1901
wwThe Teaching of Contempt. N.Y., Holt,Uinston & Reinehart,196l.
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regreate a2 work of rare 1ntenaity.and broad sweep, and a tho-
rough familiarity with the Jewlsh-Christian question. I trust
the reader will feel as I do that Sally Abeles has fully sue-
ceeded in this challenging undertaking. ' '

Bible quotations appear in full whenever necessary for the
understanding of the argument. Otherwise the reader is provided
with the reference citation. In most cases the Revised Standard
Version is used, except when other versions come nearer the
French text through which the author develops a specifie point.
In such cases the particular Bible version is indidated.: The
same method has been followed for New Testament translations
which Jules Issac cbviously made directly frdm the Greek text,
which he read fluently. -

Whenever extensive research has proved successful, biblio-
graphical footnotes have been supplied. We are especially gra-
teful to Marguerite Dumont, Daniei Isaac and Anthony Gran, who
have helped us in this work. The fact that the author wrote the
book while fleeing ffum the Nazis from place to place acecounts
for occasional 1nc§mplete reference data, A scrupulous scholar,
Jules Isaac himself deplored these diaoraﬁnneies. After the war,
when reference libraries had reopened, "Indeed," wrote lsass,
”...7 was tempted, terribly tempted, to take my book apart and
redo it. But no, I could not do that..."hat was essential was

not erudition, was not expertise, was even more not courtesy,

# See Table of Abbreviations, p.000
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- good manners, academic 'moderation.' What was essential was the
| Essential, thé Toxt, Seripture, the Word. And, toward the Text,
the freshness and strajightforwardness of the human gase, a certain
openness of soul, a certain amﬁtying,‘nhaoluté sincerity and the
truth of a battle engaged.":

And he goes on to explain why, with such outlook, his taking
into consideration thq&eseareh of the historic method school
was out of the question. "With my purpose to foeus not on
learned studies but on traditional opinion, current opinion in
Christendom, what need had I to press farther and run to enroll
in the ranks of the Formgeschichtliche Schule...? I exhibited

side by sidaiwith'the texts the abyss that separated them fr
the texts."ss: '

Such indeed was Jules Isasc's original purpose, "To discover
whether, as current opinion in Christianity would have it, as a
hardy Opinion teaches, Jesus had rejescted Israel--the Jewish
people as a whole, pronounced its downfall, reproved it and even
cursed it; and conversely, whether it was true that Israel had
failed to recoghise Jesus, refused to see the Messiah and the
Son of God in him, re jected him, séofrad at him, crucified hi ;
whother it deserved for nigh on two thousand years the defamatory
stigma of 'deicide people.'...,"=y,

At first sight today these words may sound out of place
and the chapter on the deicide people superfluous, reflecting

a state of affairs prior to Vatican II Statfement on the Jews,

¥Cenose de l'ontisémitisme, Paris, Calmann-levy,1956. p.15
2% Ops C1lt. P.3l-3045
w3t Upa C t. poll&
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Such had been my own feeling following the 196& draft. But in
the final 1965 text the word deicide was deleted. The attempt at
fairness elsewhere in the Statement could not compensate for this
tragic and shaﬁsful omission. As Father Laurentin putes it, "The
Couneil wanted to avoid the problem of deicide precisely bscause
it is a burning issue."s It is indeed. It has ignited countleas
persecutions and pogroms throughout the canturias. The disas-
trudud effect of the Council's omission was all too swiftly con-
firmed when Patriarch Maximos IV Saigh of Antioch - who approved
of the ombfsion - wrote, "The prohibition which figured in the
original draft, preventing praachiﬁg that the Jews wers deicide,
has been suppressed in the amended text. The Jews will continue
to be marked by their crime,":# Commenting on this reaction and
on related ones, Father Laurentin, theologian and peritus at th§
Council, points out, "that such themes the deicide and similar

accusationgjare capable of nourishing anti-Semitism...in men of

the Church who are sincere and worthy of asteém. this proves,

quité simply, the effort that is still required to root out the

themes which are 1naomp&tib1§ with the spirit of the promulgated
Declaration,ss= In full agreement with Father Laurentin's com-
mentary, I have let Isaac's chapter on deieide stand.

However, it would be erroneous to conclude that Professor

Isaac made the Christian tradition alone and wholly responsible

for antisemitism. He was fully aware of pre-Christian antisepitis

--t0 which he devoted many pages in Gendse de l'antisémitisme--

xDeclaration on the Relation of the Church to non-Christian
Rellglons of vatlcan Gouncll 11; commentary Dy René Leursntin.
Glen Rock, NW.J., Paullst Press, 1966. p.65

#2L'0prient Beirut Oct.2l,1965. Cuoted in op.eit., p.101

SO EE. eitssPe 102

Py
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a3 well as of the neopagan Nazi antisemitism. As he states
clearly, "To stress the primordial_importance of Christian anti-
semitism is not at all to assert that it has been or is unique
of itslkind.;.Whnt seems to me historically demonstrable, because
historie investigation has demonstrated it to me personally, is
that Christian antisemitism far outweighs the two other types

[economie and aociallin its continuity, its methodicalness, its
poisonousness, its breadth, its depth....Spread abroad for hun-
dreds and hundreds of yaara'by thousands of voiees, Christian
antisemitism is the powerful, millennial stock with many roots
onto which all the other varieties of antisemitism--even the

' most antagonistic by nature, even anti-Christian--have come to
be grafted in the Christian world."s

Neither is Jules Isaac blind to the fact that many an indi-
vidual Christian has, by his own attitude and deeds, repudiated
this noxious Christian tradition. As he continually emphasiged,
how could he forget that he himself was saved through the herolsm
of a few Christians? But &8s a historian he was compelled to look
at the picture as a whole, over the centuries.

Not forgetting the true Christiana, even less was he cblivious
to Jewish wrongs: "Even less will I pretend that in the old and
bitter controversy between Israel and Christianity, the responsi-
bility, the wrongs, the faults and failures are all on cne side,
the Christian side....In addressing Christians primarily, am I not
justified in thinking that the Christian aspect of the problem,

# Genése...p.19, 17-13

Zi
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the Christian wrongs, Christian responsibility alone should
- count for tﬁam? Or would I be mistaken, thanf Is the Sermon on
.tha Mount not law rof every cnristian?"&. |

This is th@ question addressed now through this book.to the

American Christian reader by Jules Isaac, he who was indeed, in

~ his own words, Pro veritate pugnator.

Claire Huchet Bishop

New York, Harch 1, 1969.

% Genéﬁo.,.p.?l
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The Vatican Office
for Catholic-Jewish Relations
Via del Corridori 64
Rome ; ;

March 10, 1969

Mr, Zachariah Shuster
30 rue la Boetie
Paris VIII

France

Dear Mr, Shu_st:ef,

In answer to your last telegramme concerning new
executions in Iraq, His Excellency Msgr, Agostino
Casaroli, Secretary of the Council for Public Affairs
of the Church has asked us to inform you that '"the Holy
See, in its mission of charity, is doing what is in its power
to save these lives in danger,"

With every good wish,

Yours sincerely,

s/C.A. Rijk



Maxch 12, 1969

Rabbi Gilbert Rollin

Congregation Ner Tamid _

: Bellevue, wash:l.ngton 98(10&

Dear Rabb:l &ouin'

Thank ybu for your Februuy ZSt.h letter to Rabbi Tanenbaum.

He is sway 6n an- ext:ended lectura l:our but I am sure he will be
:I.n touch with you at his first opportmit:y. :

Sincerely,

| | . Miriem S, Binder
MSB :om SIS Secretary to Rabbi Tamenbaum



Gilbent Kollin, Rabbi

- )
CONGREGATION NER TAMID (A% e R D AVENTR B,

BELLEVUE, WASH. 98004
STUDY: SH 6-0462
HOME: SH 6-1012
AREA CODE 206

Febrygary 25, 1969

Rabbi Marc Tannenbawm
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
165 East 56th Street

New York, N,Y. 10022

Dear Hare,

As per our discuesion I am keeping in touch. Please don't
feel obligated to answer at length , as I appreciate your
nad® schedule, Frankly I am happy to have you as an "in-

formed audiencs". Much of what I say will probably be

a duplisste of materlals already reported by Sol Leabman.
If there 18 some additional information, all the better.

I am encloeing a copy of the AFRO-AMERICAN JOURNAL which
represente almost a cl?aeio case of the the attempt to
use anti-Semitism for "instant leadership". The AFREG
paper runs 2 very poor second to FACTS in circulation--
mainly because of its hopeless format (as you can see

it 1s a photo offset of poor-grade local stuff and
purloined clippings). A8 a result they have steadily
lost adversiaing. Most of the firms mentioned in the
"Editors Report” used to advertise and stopped, to the
best of my information. Several prominent businesses
which never adverstised are not mentioned. This article
is #2 in atwo week period(I haven't checked up on a
follow-through, As I mentioned to you ‘it looks like he
i1s working fpom: & m@meo outline form with blank spaces
for appropriate ingtitdtions, "The allout attack to
crush the Afro-American journal" never existed. Thers was
not enough lead time for 2 response, My own suspicion is
that the paper is about ready to fold(as the minimal
advertising would indicate) and 1s grasping for the
anti-Semitic straw to stay afloat,

The paper 1s tied yp with Keith Bray who is-to put it
politely-way out somewhere(his gem is on page 2). He has
a "United Black Front" and has made TV time with an anti-
Semtlc prese conferencse,

Right now things are falirly qulet but the fire-bombing
syndrome(mostly public schools) has started and is re-
garded by police as a harbingegr of trouble,

We are beginning to get the campus organized. The U of

iashington 1s a microcosm of an American c¢csgmpus=-small
groups of Israell, Arab, Jewleh new left students--a
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small badck radical group, ete, It 1s .agood pléace-to.-
try out things. Incidentally Seattle is used as a test
area by Iindustry(we got Fresca and push-button phones
among the first!¥. It has the basic elements of the

larger population but is both manageable and remote

enough to deaden the reverberation of failure, I hope to
try out several approaches to combatting Arab propaganda
by means. of various ‘otuline formats. I want to see how

the various audlence groups react, This will take some
doing, glven the lack of staff budget etc. We have a
valuable asset in Albert Franco, the head of the Federation
Community Relations Department, He is a prominent attorney
and an adviser on Latin American affairs for the State
Department, The push behindthe American Professors in the
Middle Fast 1s provided by Dr. Gyyus Rubin of the Medical
School, He 1is a committed Jew, and 1s well-informed.
Actually he says he makes good progress with the eclentific
people but the liberal arts types are a tough bunch to
reach.

Ag Sol has :prcbably told you this is an extremely frac-
tious community and this makes things compligeted. In addi-
tion there is a tradition of gchlamperei in lay activities,
a kind of heritage of the provincialism which in the not so
distant past typified Seattle, I am slowly beginning to
build up 2 core of committed effective people to help

in a few projects. '

I enjoyed seeing you again and hope to run into you at
the RA @onvention,

Cordially,

-

GILBERT KOLLIN
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COPY OF A LETTER FROM H.E. MSCR. JOSEPH RAYA TO MADAME PRIME MINISTE« GLODA
FEIR

FMerch 18, 1969

fiadame MPrime Minister, Golda Meir
Jeruealem

RE: PSYCHOLOGICAL UMREST OF MINORITY tRUUPS IN ISRAEL

Dear Madems Prime Minister:

Since my arrival in this country, I have become more and more
aware of and more and mors concorned with the situestion of the Arab
community in its reletionship to Israel.

I have, for the past four months, made daily rounds of the
villagas and emall towns, as well es the major cities. fiy office in Haife
is filled every day and et every hour of the day and part of the night
with delegetions and individuals who come end pour cut their difficulties
and worries of their daily lives., Everywhsre I go, and from everycrz I
ses, I discover an attitude, 2 Esxcholugiga;”situétion. @hich disturbs me
qreetly and which should be of primary concern to our government,

The Arsbs of Israel, snd especially ths Arcbs of Gelilee, after
so many years have been intehrated into the 1lifs of Isrecl and ere here
to stay.‘ They are to be emalgameted and fused with the other sthnic elements
in Iereel into one nation. They have to be recognized sooner or laer as |
the bridge of peaca and understanding betwsen our whole state of Israei,
and the surrounding Arab countrias. Their sociel pusition and their life
in Isreel should be given and shown to the world as an example of resl
ldamncracy and how minorities, Jews or others, should be treeted in the
world., Our government, in this respect, has s very special rold of
"PROPHET" to play in the world of today. May it not be tooc late for
such a teaching role. Israel's real democracy should now stert taking
shape in the social 1ife and in the hearts cf uhat are called minoriiy
groups in all its dimensions.

Having lived in America for meny years, I have seen thc dangcrc
thet ensue from the presence of & minority in the midst of a majority arcug.
1 have seen the hatred, the dividvbn, the bitterness and resentment thot ccae

from small indicents of neglect, from insignificant oversiahts, frem -7
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discrimination, which result in hatred, blnndshéd end disaster.

The history of our Jewish people avorywﬁsre in the world is
full of such lessons. We, as & minority group in the religious framecork
of the Cathclic Church of Christien communities in genersl, hava rocsivad
@ good lesson, a sad lesson, an unfortunate cnd painful lcsson. History
hea teught us. When wa talk ebout such discriminetion end segragatio;,
we draw from our ocwn long experience.

Peychologically, any small group which, for meny rensons, feels r
inferior to the larger or stronger community within which it operates,
is sensitive to everything which concerns its mincrity group. It becomes
concerned with preserving its idantity in the midst of 2n elien greup,
and anything which is done to infringe upen this right to identity is
considered major, no matter how irsignificant it might scen.

Apperent harmony end nom{nal peace are meintzined when wer end
fear are prevalent, as in our times., Whenever peace and sccial security
are esteblished, the reection of the minority group, which is its attempt
ot self-affirmation, beccmes division, disorder and slcuccehed.

This lesscn has been learnsd from past histury. I quiver to
think that it could te repeated in the neer or fer distant future cf this
beautiful country of ours, Israel. IFf tha bridge burns, ité i lames could
ignite both shores. |

I have found this came bitterness, this same reseniment, this

seme inner farment end turbulence within ths Atkb community in Ierasl as

e e

peaceful end quiet 2s it looke now., This ettitude is cspecially prevalent
in the youth and the young adults. If I am elloxad to givs soms spacific

examnples, I would find a leng list of causes fer such turbulent 2ndg

P —————

disturking undarcurrents that would turn inte Tire and blood.

1. meny of ths young paople wish to study, but they are without haopa

that follewing the complation of their studios, thgy will be mble to Find
suitables employment. They are bluntly told that "as Arabs", even capable
and qualified, they ‘are not mélcums to responsible positions., The "Arahs”
are not permitted to broeden their fields of intellectuval enceasveours. They
‘are limited to tho humanitiss and social sciences. The other ficlrs ¢

P e e

ecience end elactronics arz cloeed to then, ["zny o7
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the fact that.they ere not allowed te pursue their interosts in the

scientific field, and this resentment is turning into gall end bitterness.
Those who have attained hinher professions such es dociors, are

discriminated egainst end this discrimination and hlatent rejection both

by government officiale and their own cenfreres is ;o cdespicelile thet the

professional people seek to go ehroad, fer eway from a milieu they loved,

and to which they tried to dedicete themselves. Honest and hanorable panple.

like these, cost out of their own country, do not become instruments of good

international relations.

2, The Arab community, many of whom are workmsr, Find it 'extremoly

difficult, and almost impossible, to find a housing devalopment zs thaoir

" Jewish brothers find so eesily, Chicouns hava tzen biilt for tha Jews

everywhsare; nona hevs bsen huilt for the Arabs, svcn for trose who havz

been_digpossessed of their landa. Thase Arab familiaa ere forced to live,
in meny cases, in sub-standard housus end wilhin sus-standard comnunities.
So many af the youny do not get merrisd soc es to avoid the humiliaticn
of 11vinq with their wives in these {inhusan donditions. Tuulvz pacplo
in ona ur two rooms is not uncommon. These same Tomilies prugs me te
builg chicouns for them which I cannot afferd. There fu a Lasic human
dignity chich is being danied 25 theso penple, he Internztiunal Déclaration
of Human Righte is clesr and emghatic on this suljoct. How sasy it would |
be to reamady this situation if tho governmen would ceoperato, ar evan
oive en interested ear tc thess projects. | .
3. Teachers who work in villages or in tha cities Find it impessihble
to find housing fecilities naar their place of wrrk, and arc forced ta iravel
great distances in order to return to their own femily homos. Thera cre no
places open to them within tﬁcir means, Evcn younn girle have to travel olene.
This 1s considsred by the population as & subtlo persccuticn and lock of
cooperation. -
4. Young boys running from hams because of a misunderstanding oetwsen tham
and their old pearents find themselves arrested and put in prisons for meny
years. Young boys, 17 or 18 ysars of age, lads, cannot be considered zs
security risks to the country.

No where in the world is thore s politer, more discreet und

-

well=trained police force as I ese in Isrmel. The policrn-r v=n oy



7 v

perfect examples of caurtaéy. respact and diqhity in their work end
dealings with the Arabs in Caliles. Unce their werk is dcns, the courts
do not follow-up their r;:cnmandatinn for leniency and understending of
the peychologicel situetion,
5. In Gelilee, Arab villages ere not permitted to extend their residentiesl
sounderies. This, edded t6 tho leck of chicouns, becomss & cause as well
for inner discontent end bitterness.
6. There is not ona secondary school in the bingast centrs of Northern
Gelilee. Children of 14 or 15 years of age have to treval long distances,
to ettend such a school., It is not normal that at ieast 10,000 pzoplse
do not hove & singls sacondery school within easy raach.
e Thera is help accorded to our ostablisned schools, for which we are
grateful. This help is grseter end given in s much nobler way than {n a2ny
other eimilar institutionsin Arab countriés. Still, while these szm2 sbhools
are saving the governmant millions of pounds esch yaér, tha help is not
'_adequete for novernment standerds.
B, In one cess, the director of one of the qovernment schools 1o maintained
in hie position against the wishes of the parents, the teachers and the
children because he i{s known to be an informer. .

Neturnlly, ell of these points taken indiv;dually.saem to be
irrelevant or insignificabh, But as a whole, they are disturbing end a
powder keg that could ignite 7or no apparent reason., Until now, nothing has
beaen expressed in violent action because of the situation of war in which
we are involved, end because of fear of retaliation.

T wish to stress that it would be easy for you as a raspoh;ible
government to remedy these soclal end psychological evils and pra_:pa:'-é' a
brighter and more secure Puture to the Jewish nation..as wrll as to
Christians, Muslems and Druzes, and the future generations in their mutual r i
relations and their relations with tha surrounding countries.

I am ready to £astify publicly to any of these itums mantionod
above, if it be necessary.

It is e question of conscience as Eishop, the leader and sthncrch
to present this warning to you. Do not let history point its finmger =t ycu

in years to come,
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1 dorad to nut into your hands my daily experiences znd the
conf'idence of heart ﬁhich I receive frommy people, be they Christiana,
Muslems or Druzes, snd I reveml it to you openly. I have it much at ksart,
I warn our government end {ts leaders who are responsibla not only for
todey but for tommorow as well,

Hoping that you.lake to heart end consider my friendly, loving
and mall-intentionad-lattar, I hope to see you personaily in the

néar future,

Signed

Jossgh M, Raye
" Archbishop of Gelilke
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Ybur Exeallenqy,

el 1{”-'il Res Psgnholopioal Unrant of'Elnordtx Oroups ig Ig;nal

- o ) '“1 ‘.| .
o Your zottor of Karoh 28th, 1969 ‘to tho Prtno niazatnr hnn bcon
1];;rararrad to pe far nttantion. ' T

; Iﬁ oontinuatsnn of our nncting on the matter whioh todk place
_ - on April 25th, 12G9, the following sre the anewers %o the questionl
< .. an& problezs raised in the adove letier. However, I should first of .
7 a1l 1ize to0 strens once azain what 1 stated to you orally at our-
. maeting, namely that, unfortunntely, most of tihe information on

7" which you have rolied is incorraats I teke the liborty of recomaens= - -

- .

;t;g'ding that when similar prodlema srise in future, a thcrough in=_.

f'ﬁﬁ3=j vestigaticn be made of the information supplioed, in order.to ore=. . |- v
..s.7,.vent the reaching of erroneous ¢onolusiona. And now tor tho vartou-  _-“” .

'“a probloms in the order that thoy were rolseds

"1 Kuy moles fop the srade

,-le;if'fg_"To the beat of sur knowledye, no official Vody ‘or paraonality .

ben stated that "as Arubs, oven capadlo and qualified, thay are
not waleomo to rospoensidle po-itiona™. The faot 48 that there

L T "’“’““' o 3o ”69 Ey

are Arabs who are fulfilling variocus high tasksy positions tn'_;* R

e e OQovernmont servico can de obtained by tendor and it is
ches s nntursl that the mont talented and sultable of the ocandidates

wins. Sinco there exists o gop botween the levels of the various

atrata of tho Gtate's population = a gap whioh 1o 7@ resuls of =

 ~. tho pact = the chences of success of tho stratum whose levels
is hiahor ar9 thus xroater in the vnrion: tandora. if Your

B T = ZoAtme i O
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Excenenoy knove of evem one osés in vhioh a mudnta was dis- '
qualified due to his being an Arad, then I would like to roceive -
detuils of the case and it mhall be dealt with ;lmmadiatoly.

Arad Jtudents nnj Tootors | : 3 .

It is not trus to say that Arab students 'u-o llnitud to the
humani tiea and soocial sciontes, The other fields of science

end eleotronios e olosed to them™, or that they are disorimins=
ted ageinat, Fhe following data speak for themoolves: .

In the present academic ysar,; 351 studonts are studying at
all universitios in Iarael, 430 of thenm from the North. -
23 students aro studying anad.toina. 1

49 studentn ara studying natural scioncss,

The }ronaindan ntucy socinl scienoe and hullaniuea, lal and e
social sorvicime o
Durinzs the last 6§ years, 117 students have grnduatod from o
the Habrew Univoraity, including 16 dootors. :
50’ of the hrdb atpdents in Jerusalen are living at studanh

© hostols for s token rent, 'I'hay reprosent 857 of thoss who

' aptlled ao go..pared with 65”7 among thue Jewish studonte. -
82L of the stulenta vho applied for loans from tho Einistry
.of Bduoation rooaiwd thame g

Arad daotora uho oouplate their studies =t the Paculty of
ledicine do not went to roturn to thelr villagea dbut prefer
to integrate into tre worll of tho hospitala in thoe towms. A
similar provlemiexists odicerning Jewish dootors. e shall
uclcono any aasiatince on your purt persuading thege doctors
to roturn to werk in threi= villagoa. The CGovernment, for itn
. part, will be propured (to asaist them in odtaining housing
loane and even in the gonatructicn of housing astates.

|
Housings fstaten '

It 40 ot corroct to state that houming estatea hava not
boon built for Arabs. During the fivo years 1953/4-1961/3,
2041 housing units wore construoted wiih t.e support of the
Mniotry of Houping totalling IL.17 million. Tho average
gurrort por houoing unit wea IL.5200. The looution of the

buildin" W 8 detarmined 4
n
of Arab pOpulutian in the s::::fdlnoa KA SR

In the ﬁ.rat Jears of the "
new ﬁve-year 1 ;
t;:;::udwi;ll Vo built annuclly and sone 303031:;1;51?3 ::fi'tm
cds 1970/71. 2ps srorinately 487 of the housing urits will




......
.......

benofit from Govurnment anppOrt. The - totnl Govornuant support

. during the five yoars will amount to IL.37 milliom. About - et Y A
- 8% of this amount will be given in the form of loans and the - el
reat as 2 nonuraourrina invoatnant- TEL R i e '4“%;=¢ﬂ;

"; 31'7 cheing_ atataa for senchnra

‘¥e aro inferesuted in the sottlamant or Arab tanchors, S 5 47 )
"tollectuals and workers of all kinds, next %o the plaae of their .
employment in ordar to save them the troudble of travelling daily =~
" batweon thelr homes and their places of work. All our attempts
“to persuade these workers to go and live in the Jarge towns @
. have been in vain for social reasona, family ressrne and due to
-~ the oomrt of living. In the new five=year plan‘uillinng of pOunda_ﬁQv,_
- have boen ollocated for thip purpose and we shall be grateful to i e
' Jour Exoellenocy for any aid<in organiging groups of residonte - .|
. who are interested in settljng down in the lurge towns. The Govern= .
‘ment,: for ita part, is praparad ‘to sot up housing eatates for S
every such gronp or. to giva houains loanu, even to xndividusl wE et
fanilies, - TV F & _i, s wh o
_»4.v Border-oroaalng 4 T ' "’L O T G TR
" Youths, both Arab and Joviqh, who leave tha boundaries of the .
v :otata and cross into enesy territory are sentenced according
.'”  to the Law for the Prevention of Infiltration a/2 and the aot
‘.. constitutes a orime withou$ any connaction with the reason for .
‘their crosesing to enemy territory. The longth of the torm of im= SC
‘prisonmwent deponde on the age of the youth. If the offence ie¢
Tlimited to luavdng tho territory of Igrael, the punishment is
rolatively light. In your lotter you etate that "young doys
-+ running from home becauss of a zisunderatanding botween them
/- - and their old pnrents find themselves arrested and put in pri- 3
sons for many years". I shall be oblized if Your RExcellency |

would sup;ly me with the names of such you'ths who were son- i-””g: &5
tonoed to many yonra of 1mpr4nonmant for oroasing the hordsr A et
SR EAIE

o only. : _ . waed "

‘.[ vy

5. Areas of Jur Juriasobide and Cobatmuction

It 'ig incorreoct to say that the Arab villugaa are not pernittad g%ﬁj'“
to expand their area of Juriasdioticn. Tho oanatruotion area of .
dozens of villages has beon doublod. The'¥inistry of the Interior
iat3rwines the arem of conatruction in aceordance with the neodl
=77 = crd gyithout any other eon:idsrntion-.
' !
e Tma¥ ta Jard of the |
woem .6 18 Yesically

LT LITNNY LY it




‘.is prolonged and complicated tadk; howavnr, oven hnri L grcat Btep 'J” 2
~ forvard hes been made. Today there arc magtor-plans = either hains 7 e
" drawn-up or deposited = for 54 villagos. Within the frameworl - '.." P

of the five-yesr plun a totnl of IL.1 200,000 uill e npcnt for
,_thin purpose. - - . :

1

S -6 Geoondn.rx So‘r;ooln 1n Ga‘lilee £ i gttt TG ENL LT : -‘;_. ‘, 3
7 .7 It ie not correct to say that ‘thore ia not one noaonaary aohool
in the Central Galiles. In the North, thore are ssven aocadenio' -
' secondary schools for ikebs in the following placess Haifa, - = .
. Bazareth, Kafr Yasif, Rawa, Shefaram, Tamra and Tarshiha. Vooa~ ' - o
‘- - tional.seoondary echools oxist in Nazareth, Osefiya and Acco _f y'a.'--‘;
© % ond there is en agrioul tural secondary ‘school .in Ramae Thoro = o
are also 10 ccnmunity-aoaﬂemia naoonaary schoola. :

Thio 3oar thnda havo been allooatod for- tha oonatruotion or & | ﬁﬁf.?ﬁga
e ‘- - gonprobeneivo gecomdary echo:l (academie and vocational) 4m . @ . A%
« . .+ ' Sachnin for the villages of Sachinin, Arada and Dir Hapa and - - - .-
.% 7 .57 a secondary sohool for the Pruse villages in tho Hantern Bnli- Rt R

e e Ilae 1s alroady 1n the planntng atngo. = R ;

|

T Sk ezig_nug oA & A A B (ENEREEes
.. +_.{_ V¥o sball be obliged 1f you wuxa .y I!r. Gadish of the Hinie-|
o .%o -0 try of REducation a lotter, with a copy tO us,’ liating'rour i
s e Baglle f-goonoreta roquironenta on this subjeot. RS T "

. 'A,iB,':'School rirootor in Shefaram. - Py \
<. .7 il |0 The director of the B Sohool ‘in Shefaram was sppointod t0-his 'l
1
i

.. present ponst after the rotirament or tho rornor director souo
oAy tco yaarn ago-_r. :

i”h@ Hiniatry of Education doeu not cast any donbta on the- uuitaf f:-: AFS‘
bility of the direotor to his $ask. It appears to us that the ! f':_ﬁiz

:7.baok3rnund to t'e oonfliot whigh has arisen around his appointe E ) _
- " ment is a personal one and has no oonnaotion with tho auitu- -'}1;’ PO
g bility af tha director to hia taﬁk. -_;  - 5;_ ;O __&uki__{_ g L
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COPY ' -
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations
165 EAST 56th STREET  NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

PARIS OFFICE
30, rue la Bodtie
Paris VIII
FO=Eur
March 17, 1969
MEMORANDUM

To: Messrs, Gold, Segal, Tanenbaum
From; Zachariah Shuster

Subj: Iraq

In our efforts with regard to the recent trials and executions in
Iraq, ve interceded with the Vatican by telephone and telegram,
asking them to use their influence both with regard to these events
and also to help facilitate the departure of the Jews from Iraq,

Professor C, A, Rijk, who is in charge of the Vatican Office for

Catholic-Jewish Relations, sent me a letter concerning these davelop&'
ments, a8 copy of which is enclosed herewtth.

Enclosure



TEMPLE EMANUEL
1250 BowER HiLL RoaD
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15243

OFFICE OF THE RABBI
WILLIAM SAJOWITZ

March 28,

Rabbi A, James Rudin
Interreligious Affairs Department
The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Jim:

1969

This turned out to be a terrific project. One of my
members saw the enclosed Haggadahs and thought it would
be a good idea if handled by SHARE (South Hills Associ-
ation for Racial Equality), so we took it to the Board
who went for it in a big way. I refused to have it
here because I didn't want to be patronizing or be
patronized, and it was shifted to a Catholic Church.

.. ——....Four ministers, mixture of faith.and race, .reviewed..and
edited the text and assisted me in running the seder.

"We had over 225 people, ‘closed the list

a week in ad-

vance because of limitation of space. We charged $4.00
per plate, with the understanding that the extra funds

were to go to a housing project.

Everyone had to indicate church affiliation along with

reservation, and we arranged seating in
that every table was a complete mixture

such manner
of religions

and race, We even had four Youth Groups working to-
gether on waiting table. While the seder was excellent,
the bi-product of breaking bread together with a pur-

pose made it meaningful.

Best personal regards.

Sincerely,

4

Rabbi William Sajowitz

cc: Rabbi Balfour Brickner




the southern baptist theological seminary

2825 LEXINGTON ROAD -+« LOUISVILLE. KENTUCKY 40206

WILLIAM E. HULL April 8, 1969

NEW TESTAMENT INTERPRETATION

DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE STUDIES
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street '
New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc:

I have been in touch with our food service manager here regarding
preparation for the Baptist-Jewish Consultation, August 18-20.

We are not accustomed to serve Jewish groups in large number and the
cafeteria manager would welcome any suggestions from you or your staff
regarding the most appropriate arrangements which we could make.

. Not knowing how diverse the Jewish constituency will be, I have been
of little help in advising on dietary restrictions. I am enclosing
some sample menu suggestions which the food service manager devised
following his initial investigations. He would be very open to criticisms
and alternative suggestions.

We continue to lock forward to this meeting with you. Any help which you
can be with this or other matters would be appreciated.

Cordially yours,

William E. Hull
WEH:bc

Enclosure



SUGGESTED MENUS
Baptist-Jewish Consultation
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
August 18-20, 1969

BREAKFAST

Cereal

Poached or Soft Boiled Eggs
Kosher Bacon (Broiled)
Fresh Fruit

Bagels

Lox

Creamed Cheese

Black Coffee

Sweet Butter

Any Juice

LUNCH AND DINNER

Pastrami

Corned Beef

Roast Beef

Salami

Kosher Bologna

Smoked Fish

Boiled Chicken with Carrots and Onions
Cold Vegetables

Cold Vegetable Salads
Rye Bread

Any Dressings

Soft Drinks

Seltzer Water

Hot Tea

ALL PAPER AND PLASTIC SERVICE




ARTHUR B. RUTLEDGE™_" _—
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

HOME MISSION BOARD
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

161 SPRING STREET, N.W., ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303 TELEPHONE: 404 523-2593

DEPARTMENT. OF WORK
RELATED TO NON-EVANGELICALS

® JOSEPH R. ESTES
Department Secretary

® WILLIAM E. BURKE
Roman Catholic Work

® WILLIAM B. MITCHELL _
Jewish Work

® M. THOMAS STARKES = ' ; ' April 8 9 1969

Non-Christian Religions

uI‘. I‘filli&m E. H‘I.lll

couthern Baptist Theological Seminary
2625 Lexington Road

Louisville, Kentucky 40206

Dear Bill:

Thenk you for your letter of March 21. We have been
unable to promote the scholars' conference generally due tc
delay in getting firm commitment on our program. Howvever,
it has never been our intenticn to have a ''mass meeting" type
conference. Actually, we are counting on a select number of
pgrticipants from both our Southern Baptist and Jewish communi-
ties.

The Baptist participantson the program have all been
commited with the exception of one lecture on Monday night
and one response on Wednesday morning. For the Monday night
lecture on "Images of the Jew in Southern Literature" I
have asked Dr. Hollis Summers of Ohio State University to
deliver the lecture. I am awaiting reply from him ncw.

Dr. Hugh Vamble has been asked to give the response cn
Wednesday morning. He is endeavoring to work it out and we
are avalting a reply from him. :

One happy sddition to the program is Dr. Robert G. Torbet
who will give the response to the Jewish address on "The
Meaning of 'Turning' (TeShuvah) in Judaism." As yet we do
not have firm program commitments from the American Jewlsh
Committee. However, Rabbi Tanenbeum has indicated that these
should be in the mail to me. right soon.

I have sent invitations to a selected number of scholars
and pastors and I am already getting some responses. Ve hope




. Dre. awillim E. Hull

rage 2
April 8, 1969

the entire seminary family there at Louisville will feel ?
welcome to this conference. Personally, I don't believe that
the institute at Vanderbilt in June will. matarially affect
our conference.

Thank you for the infofmation about the room and board
costs. As soon as we can get a completed list of the parti-
cipants we will draw up a brochure on these matters. Thank

you -for your excellent work on behalf cf’ thls program. I
will keep in touch. .

Cordially yburs,

Joseph R. Estes

JRE:1d

cc: Rabbi Marc Tanen‘bé.um/
Dr. ‘Glenn A. Igleheart

‘bictated but not read -
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Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

CINCINNATI
NEW YORK
LOS ANGELES
JERUSALEM

CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220

April 16, 1969

Rabhbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th St.

New York, N, Y. 10022

Dear Mrc:

Thanks very much for the check covering the honorarium and related
expenses. '

I thought the session was extremely valuable. This was my first
opportunity to discuss with Lutherans fundamental questions affecting
Lutherans and Jews. I was impressed with the quality of some of the men.

I do think that they. siere open to dialogue and are committed to
a re-orientation of their thinking..-This is an impulse that is largely
independent of our own wishes that they be more open. I am convinced that the
directiomal thrust of a world religion is irrevocably moving towards a posi-
tive evaluatim of diverse religious cﬁmss and a longing to find some way
in which Jewish roots can be re-achlowﬁdged as essential and the preservation
of Jews and Judaism desirable,- But they have almost insurmountable problems
with their sacred texts and they need- time to find their authentic way to re-
interpretation. I do think that we can serve as:catalyst and speed the pro-
cess, but I don't think that we can attain instantaneous renovation, simply
because they have to feel their way to the new position step by step, so that
they are largely unaware of the profound changes that.they are introducing.
They cannot jump from a concept of Israel held for centuries to its opposite
without bridges. I am very confident that with us serving as catalyst, they
will build the interconnections to the new ideology. This, I suspect, they
will largely do by emphasizing the essence of Christ's teaching, love for man,
a love that transcends temporal hostility. The failure of finite teachers
to grasp the true meaning of Christ's love, they will claim, led to the dis-
torted notion that this love could use hatred and rejection as instruments
for its end. Thus both Paul and Luther, though on one level grasping ‘the
significance of Christ's redemptive love, distorted it on the level of fini-
tude, that is, Paul and Luther thought to express Christ's teaching, but
because they were finite men they were bound to distort, in part at least, the
purity of Christ's intent. Indeed, all that Lutherans need do is resurrect
the early Luther, who condemned the Church for its treatment of the Jews,
and view his sultsequent anti-Jewish fulminations as a falling away from a
more Christian position.

7 1 therefore think that little will come of too overt a pressure
for an instantaneous shift in attitude, Indeed, too much pressure might delay



the process. I recognize that we as Jews are terribly concerned that
centuries of vilifications and discrimination end and that we would parti-
cularly want their all-out support for the present State of Israel. I

would like this too, but I am realistic enough to recognize that they have
their problems and they have to be permitted to find their own way to a

new concept of Christ. It would seem that we could serve best by en-
couraging the process, by seeding possibilities for their minds to work

with and by making available as much knowledge about the history of Jews

and Judaism as possible. As for the State of Israel, I personally am very
optimistic that constructive developments will radically alter the Middle East
problem. I am covinced that the United States is committed absolutely, not
anly %o the preservation of the State of Israel but to its role as a beachhead
of modernization in the Middle East, I am very confident that the State of
Israel will very soon have securely recognized borders and will enter into

a phase of fruitful collaboration with at least some of its present enemies.
Once this occurs, the Anti-Israeli front in this country will collapse and
along with it the naive dupés of seductive Arab propaganda. If the long

run picture is as I envisage it, then our planting is likely to yield a

rich harvest.

I am enclosing a copy of my "Age of Permanent Revolution: which sets
forth the reasons for my bullish view of the future. I would also recommend
your looking on my "The Jew in American Society" in the CCAR Yearbook 1967
(regretfully, I have no reprints to make available).

Again with appreciation for the opportunity to participate in what
I consider a most fruitful endeavor, and with fond personal regards in which
2.C. jains me, I am

Sincerely,
Ellis Rivkin

Encl.



4/28/9

SPERRY CENTER "
REPORT ON THE MEETINGS IN MADRID

On March 19 and 20, two meetings were held in Madrid at the headquarters

of the Episcopal Teaching Commission - Secretariado Catequistico Naciomal,

Apart from the Sperry Center Team, Prof, Klineberg, Tentori, Filippone

Thaulero, Crespi, those participating in the two reunions were: )

Father Estepa Llaurens, Director of the Secretadado Nacional

Mr, Mazin, President of Amistad Judeo Christiana

Prof, Marcos de La Fuente

Rvdo, Quintin Calvo - Professor

D. Daniel Vidal - Pastor

Direct, Amistad Judeo Christiana

Ana Maria Schuelter - De la Comunidad de Betania

Revdo, Casiano Floristan - director Imstituto Superior de Pastoral

Revdo, Duis Maldonado - del Instituto Superior de Pastoral

Revdo, Enciquio Pena Rica - author

Revdo, Manuel Uséros - author of textbooks

Srat. Ana Maria Lopez Otaza - Secretary of the Consejo Superior de
Enseneanza de la Iglesia

F, Mario G, Simaneas, s.m, - Professor

Director Jel Instituto Calasanz de Ciencias de la Education

P, Manuel Garcia Martinez SJ - Profeseor

Revdo, D, José Luis Lazcano - Director del Instituto Central de
Cultura Relg, Superior

Revdo, D, José Maria Diaz - Director Secretariado Nal, Para los
no-creyentes

Revdo, D, Juan Maria del Amo - Professor

Revdo, D, Antonio G, del Cueto - Professor y Asesor religioso del

: Ministerio

Revdo. D. Ramon Rend Bach = Professor y Subdirector del Secretariado
Catequesis Madrid

Revdo, D, Miguel Mostaza - Inspector de Ensenanza Media de la Iglesia

Revdo, D, Vicente Serrano - ex-director de Amistad Judeo Cristiana

P, Julian Ocana - Director del Secretariado Nal, de Formacion

Profesional Iglesia

P, Louis Gomez - del Secretarfado National de Formacion Iglesia

Srat, Pilar Mardomingoe - directora de Colegio Institutéion Teresiana

Hno, Emiliano Mencia - Director del Secretariado Nal, Ensenanza

Primaria Iglesia
P, Miguel Sanchez Vega - Presidente de la FERE

The first meeting was dedicated to an introduction and discussion of the
Sperry Center researbh on Religian and Prejudice: general hypotheses and
objectives of the research, the results obtained, methods of follow-dp, etc,

All those presemt who had previously received the Spanish tramslation of
the concluding chapter of the book, expressed their interest on and the
appreciation of the research which has succeeded in making an important
contribution towards deeper insight into the problem of prejudice in
general, and concerning education and textbooks in particular,



Sperry Center - P, 2

Dr, Mazin described the results of research conducted by Amistad
Judeo Christiana inka the more recently published afxkhka school
books which expressed a reasonably optimistic judgement of the
current situation in Spain, On the contrary, others underlined
the fact that the situation regarding Spanish textbooks could not
yet be called satisfactory, Theyrevealed especially the need not
enly to eliminate all prejudiced and stereotyped expressioms, but
also to transform the whole basis and perspective of the texts in
such a way as to win the sympathy for other natfonal and religious
Broups,

They pointed out that in Spain the subject of religion was closely
tied up with that of nationalism, so that one could virtually identify
catholicism with"hispanidad," Certain forms of aggression or preju-
dice are explained by the above-mentioned identification,

In particular, the discussion brought to light the importance of
follow up research, transferring attention from the textbook to the
personality and ttaining of the school teacher, and to the problems

of learning in child education, It was fortunate, therefore, that

the Sperry Center donducted its research in Spain as well as in Italy;
in fact, this kind of research was not undertaken by any other center,
although the urgent need for it was universally felt,

It was also observed that it would be interesting to extend content
analysis to History books as well, since they are known to contain
prejudiced attitudes,

Discussion on the second day, was devoted to the problem of dissemina~
tion of results and to the question of future research in Spain, The
following decisions were reached:

1) All those present were in agreement as to the importance and
benefit of also publishing the Spanish translation of the text, and to
this end Dr, Juan Marcos de la Fuente, director of the Madrid Publishing
House EPESA, undertook to study the possibility of a publication being
edited by his own publishing house or by others, It was agreed that a
special introduction and conclusion would be added to the Spanish edition
in order to take account of the work dome in this field by Amistad Tadao
Christiana, .

2) Emphasis was also 1la2id upon the importance of organizing meet-
ings for the communication of results and to explore the problems raised
by research, To this end it was proposed to contact the Ecumenical Cefeer
of Barcelona so that a meeting could also be organized there, Among the
other proposals was included the idea of organizing some meetings for
the teachers and leaders of non-Catholic religious groups,

3) Stress was laid on the importance of intervening more effecti-
vely in the correction and control of textbooks, .

4) It was proposed ﬁo put forward plans for wide-range distribu-
tion in order to inform public opinion concerning the problem of preju-
dice and of group relations,



Sperry Center - P, 3

In order to assure the effective realization of the above-mentioned
proposals, those attending the meetl ngs decided to form a committee
composed of representatives from the Commission Catequetica de
Ensenanza, Amistad Judeo Christiana and the Protestant group.

5) A number of proposals were made for further investigationms
dealing with the relation between religion and prejudice, in this
connection the hope was expressed of remaining in close cooperation
with the Sperry Center,

Throughout. the entire course of the meeting invaluable assistance

was given by the members of the Amistad Judeo Christiana, who pro-
vided an account of their own experience in this field and also showed
themselves to be highly disposed towards a subsequent collaboratiom
with the Sperry Center with regard to the above points,

&t ¢ ¢



corPy
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations
165 EAST 56th STREET  NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

PARIS OFFICE
30, rue la Bodtie

Paris Viil

Fo=Eur
April 28, 1969

MEMORAND UM

To: New York Office
From: Zachariah Shuster
Subj: Sperry Center - Meeting in Madrid

The Sperry Center at Pro Deo University organized a gathering
in Madrid to discuss the Spanish text of the study "Religion
and Prejudice." '

Active participants at thisconference were Mr, Max Mazin and
Mr, Sam Toledano, representatives of the Jewish Community of
Madrid and the Amistad,

A detailed report of the conference d4s enclosed herewith,
This report was prepared by Prof, Franco Crespi, the administra-
tive head of the Center,

cc: FAD
Rabbi Tenenbaum
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11th May, 1969

Prof. Elwyn A. Smith,

Journal of bLecumcnical utudies,
Temple Universilty,
Philadelphia, Fa. 19122,

-Uo St -f‘.

Loar Blwyn,

Just & brief note to-thank you Tfor your letter umud
drult propossl. I hope to discuss it very eoon
with Hebrew Universitly psople and others in Jerusalem
as well as with Marc Tannenbaum; vhom I hope to mecet
in Geneva later this month. _

I shall then write to you in grester detail. Teis
is merely to confirm receipt of your letter and to
thank you for the thoaght you hﬂve giveu to our project.

 #ith warTeet regards,

- Yours sincerely,

R, d+ Zwi iierblowsky
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JOURNAL OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

PuiLapeveura, Pennsyivania 19122

EDITORS
Leonarp SwipLer
Ewvwyn A. Ssatn

MANAGING EDITOR
ARLENE SWIDLER

Prof, R, J. Zwi Werblowsky

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
The Dean, Faculty of Humanities
Jerusalem, Israel g

Dear Zwi:

I have drafted a tentative text of a proposal for use in raising
money here for the conference, Would you chop it up and send back
what you think more precise and let me know your views on the
following questions:

1. Would you state, under "Theme" the rationale for the subject
of the conference from the Jewish point of view?

2. How many(scholars and]papers can be read?

3, Have I projected too long, too large, too complex a conference
- for Hebrew University's capability? Make such counter-sugges-
tions as you deem desirable,

4., The Expense part is based on inquiries with E1 Al, rates yet
to be approved but probably applicable in 1970,

5. I have in mind, in this text, only promotion here, Should
we not revise it to make up a comprehensive cost schedule,
including your local costs; then go for the whole bag, both
with private people over here and your University (and/or)
government? [ .

If this is to be done in March 1970 (the gap between Easter, when

many Christian academics will be free, and passover, a month

later, when the traffic to Israel builds up, is good luck) we
must get moving on it immediately. Does this schedule seem

feasible to you? 1If not, we should move to the fall of 1970,

BOOK REVIEW EDITOR ABSTRACTS EDITOR ;. NEWSNOTES EDITOR
Georce Kenm Aseat Costa ©° Jouw Oeie
616 N. HicuLanD Avenue Duqueswe UnivergiTy Dugquesve University
Prrrssurcu, Pa. 15206 Prrseurc, Pa. 15219 PrrrssurcH, Pa. 15219

P ©



I think probably the best route by which to.associate Temple and the =
Hebrew University in the project would be through the JOURNAL OF ECUMEN-
-ICAL STUDIES, which is published by Temple and which, our editorial
‘associates concurring, would be the English language outlet for the

result of a conference, I have been working with Marc on a special issue
of the JOURNAL which would deal with Jewish-Christian relations, but this.
is not yet gelled entirely -- in any case, it illustrates the exlstlng
committment of the JOURNAL to Jewish-Christian dlalogue.

It would be helpful if at the present stage you would name the scholars,
both Jewish and Christian, whom you would like to be invited to a

Jerusalem conference on the theme of peoplehood. Here are a few that

come to my mind; if some seem ill chosen, you might mention this to me.

We can right now however begin to compose a list of the persons whom '

we think ought to come and give papers. I think of the following: Kristar
Stendhal of Harvard; Markus Barth of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary;

Robert Gordis of Temple; J.W. Agus of the Reconstructionist College in
Philadelphia; Stewart Rosenberg of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, who

has recently published a very interesting historical investigation into
early Christian Anti-Semitism; Father Flannery, the Catholic figure in

the U,S, who works for the National Conference of Catholic-Jewish Relations;
Father Rijk of Rome; Rabbi Soleveitchik, if he would come; Rabbi Fisher

of Bar-Ilan, who indicated some interest in this kind of thing, in contrast
to certain other figures up there and several younger scolars who have not
developed yet as ecumenically oriented writers but whom I think have a

good deal of potential such as Irving Greenberg of New York, Jerry Blidstein
of Temple, Maurice Friedman, the student of Buber who teaches at Temple,
David Noel Friedman, of San Francisco, a Christian Jew; there are doubtless
many others that I should be able to name out of hand but I am interested

in your reaction to these and suggestions from you about personnel. I have
not attempted to look into the Jewish or Christian scholars of Britain,
France, Germany, and Holland, and would depend on you to build out that list,

I1'1l be writing a kind of series of letters to carry forward thinking
about this and I'll add in whatever suggestion you make to me. As soon
as I talk to Marc I will draw up a kind of description which we could
take to some perspective donor to raise money to cover travel expenses.
Tentatively I would like to try to raise the money for the transportation
of invited scholars from their place of residence to Jerusalem and back;
and assume, if it is possible for you, that the expense of the housing,
feeding, and otherwise accommodating visiting scholars could be handled
by the Hebrew University or the government, as you deem advisable.

I hope to have lunch with Yissachar Ben-Yaacov of Philadelphia who might

be helpful in connection with the foreign ministry, but I will not propose
anything until I get a reaction from you on the gemeral question of Israeli
government involvement -- interests in the foreign ministry should be
encouraged directly or should this come via the University alone? What is
the issue there? ’

The weather improved shortly after we_left Jerusalem at the end of January -
and I'm sorry we missed the sunshine but we will certainly be back.

Warm regards,

Q\w\\am\”\ |

¥ Elwyn A. Smith-.



PROPOSAL FOR A CONFERENCE IN JERUéALEM ON THE THEME OF

PEOPLEHOOD: JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDINGS

SPONSORED JOINTLY BY THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY AND

THE JOURNAL OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES, TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

Purpose

The necessity of a rapid forwaré movement in Jewish-Chriséian
understanding is evident to Jews ggd Christians who are aware of the
effect of the Six Day War of 1967. This developﬁent is'éspecially
needed at the fundamental levels of both Jewish and Christian life
as well as in régarq to practical and immediate necessities. 1In
January 1969 there occurred discussions in Jerusalem between Prof-
essor Zwi Werblowski, Deaﬁ of Humanities and Director of Judaic
Studies of the Hebrew University, and Elwyn Smith, Professor of Re-
ligion at Temple Uniyersity’and Co-editor of the JOURNAL OF ECUMENICAL
STUDIES; they agreed to seek authorization from their respective
institutions to co-sponsor a conference in Jerusalem in 1970 that
would bring together an ipternationally representative group of
scholars, both Jewish and Christian, from many fields of study, but
pafticularly-ﬁiblical studies, religious thought, and history., Such
a conference should constitute an event of historical importance in
itself: stimulating'Jewish—Christian encounter throughout the worid,
opeﬂing new avenues of thought in Jewish-Christian relations, and
fostering_ugdérstanding of the Jewish situation, in Israel and eise-
where, among responsible Christian scholars and leaders throughout
the world., It is anticipated that Professors Werblowsky and Smith

L “

would c&llaborate editorially to produce Hebrew and English versions

v ; ©
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of such papers as should be published, The involvement of the JOURNAL

OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES assures English language publication,

The Theme

-

The th;me-qf Peoplehood reaches profoundly and equally into the
traditions of both Jews and Christians, touching soﬁrces of both |
inspiration-aﬁd suffering in their respective histories, At the
present time, the concept of the people of God is being actively
éevelqped among Christiéns, presenting opportunities for developing

this theme in the Christian community in harmony with a conception of

Jewish peoplehood, rather than perﬁétuating a type of teaching that
+ “. - 1.

allows for continued misunderstanding and conflict between Jews and
Christians., The theme of Peoplehood is of crucial significance to

Jews, irrespective of their place of residence.esesececcscass

Format of the Conference

It is proposed that a conference of approximately one week's
dufation be held at Jerusalem at which approximately 30 scholarly papers
would be presented by the world's most qualified scholars, The writers
of these papers would be selected by Professors Werblowsky and Smith
and invited to come at the e;penée of the Conference. In addition,

a selected group of ZQ other persons who function erucially in the
st?ucture of Jewish-Christian relations and in public informatiﬁn‘
roles in various parts of the world will be invited, financial assis-
tance being furnished in cases where attendance would otherwise be
excluded, These 20 persons would function as interlocutors. Summary
statements will be made by scholars appointed to the function in order

to achieve focus in the conference as a whole,



Public Information
This conference_is_designéd rathef as an experience of'basicjlr

‘thinking among the most creative Jewish and Christign-schﬁlars-concerped

with the rgiations of our communities than as an eveht to be publicizgd'to

the maximum, It would, however, have its own aépropriate publicity -

appar#tus. 1. The widest possible dissemination of the scholarly

papers, discussionlrepofts,_aﬁd summaries in the acadgmic andlreligious

communities, 2, Full repbfting of the conference by the public media

in Isrzel and 1ﬁternationa11y?l 3. Fﬁll_adcess to the conference by‘

representatives of the communications media that reach the religious
) : y | ' g € .
communities themselves, v 8§ =

Adwinistration

Administratiog'of the conference will of neces;ity be centered in
Jerusalem, it being understsod that arrangementé for visiﬁors, the
ﬁeetings, public information, etc., ﬁill be madelthere under the
general supérvision of Progessor Werblowsky. Planning of the conference

.will continue as at present: essentially through collaboration of
Professors Werblowsky and Smith, eﬁch on beﬁalf of the sponsorihg body,
both seeking counsel from conce;ned grOuﬁs. Arrangements for.tran5pof-
tation from the United States to Tel-Aviv will be handled by Professﬂr
‘Smith and the staff of the JOURNAL OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES arrangements
for transgortatlon from Europe and other areas to Tel-Aviv may be
handled by either Professor Werblowsky or Professor Smith, dapendlng

on practicalities of currency and disbursement arrangements,

Expenses :
~ Basic transportation cost New York-Tel-Aﬁiv for a 2-3 week period
beginning March 21, 1970 (Easter falls March 29; 1970; Passover on .

'April 26) is $480: $380 air transportation, 3100 land arrangeméhts

; P = 3 it &.- Ta oo s g T i
v E L ¥a ’
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(a compulsory advance on costs for hotel, etc. in. Israel that is
w%?n-into this basic_rate){- The minumum number-;g 40 persons. The
consequent -figure is $19,200,
We wopid propose that it be expended as follows:
30 Fuli transportation grants @ $380 per person - $11,400
30 Remission of land arrangement charge to Hebrew
.Univers;ty to defray expense-@ $100 per person k 3,000
10 Land arrangement.uhits to be remitted either.to |
Hebre# Untversi;y or usgd-atldiscretion of
.guest N ol & ,.' ' 1,000

Balance to be used for special grants on individudl

- basis of nee§ 3,800

Total e = - = $19,200

It would be anficipdtéd that grants would be made to certain
scholars travelling from Europe from the last-item above, ''special
grants,"” as well as other needs.f =

In order to provide for the public#tion of the §apers, subsidy
will be-needed for English and Hebfgw editions. Assuming that 10-12 of the
papers are selected for publication in the two 1énguages, it ;s‘
anticipated thgﬁ approximately $12,000 is needed |

| $12,000

A&ministrative expense I

3,2007_:

$15,200
Total - - T$34,400
This asking does not include full costs of entertainment of guests

in Jerusalem but only planning, travel, administration, and publication

and partial entertainment costs.
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Fundg granted for this cdnference sﬁould be remitted to JOURNAL
OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES, Temple University, of the Commonwealth System
of Higher Education, Philadelphia 19122, fennsylvania. Funds will be
disbursed by the Comptroller 6f Temple University in accordance with

procedures of the University.

EAS:vr

4/17/69



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL
WASHINGTON.D.C.
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May 15, 1969

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewlsh Committee
165 East 56th Street
New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc:

Although this is belated, I want to thank you for your memo
of April 14%th and to commend you for the plan you outlined
in the enclosed letter of April 2nd. I think this is
exactly the sort of thing that is needed to get a new
drive into this area of activities.

I would appreciate it if you could inform me from time to
time how this plan is progressing.

Sincerely yours,

i Ao

Simecha Dinitz
Minister (Information)

SD:blm




CONFIDENTIAL

ARAB PROPAGANDA IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
- A Summary of Findings -

Prepared by the Interreligious Affairs Department
American Jewish Committee

May 1969



Arab propagandists have launched an intensive campaign to bring
about what one Arab Christian religious leader calls a '"Copermican -
mental change' in church sympathies toward Israel, and have made
substantial headway, especially among certain American Protestant
institutional leaders, it was revealed by a study just completed
here.

The study, entitled "Arab Influences on the Christian Clergy,"
which was conducted by the Interreligious Affairs Department of the
American Jewish Committee, also discloses the following conclusions:

. Arab propagandists and a number of their supporters are employ-
ing theological anti-Semitism as well as anti-Zionism in their
political struggle against the Jews of Israel. The anti-Semitic
materials quoted in the study range from sophisticated theological
arguments to the revival of both crude medieval ritual blood libel
charges and Nazi propaganda against the Jews.

Arab Christians, some under pressure from Arab governments, are
using their influence to help undermine Western Christian support
for the Jewish State.

American Protestant and Orthodox clergymen, operating out of
Beirut, Lebanon, and in New York City, have distributed a ''master
strategy plan'' to Christian leaders and seminarians throughout the
United States for the purpose of countering Christian popular sup-
port of Israel. The 19-point strategy includes an appeal to Chris-
‘tain leaders to "'seek cooperation with existing pro-Arab groups in
the United States," and a call to "organize boycotts of tours to the
Holy Land."

A series of pro-Arab organizations have been set up since June
1967 on both national and grass-roots levels, mainly by Protestant
clergymen, ''to bring the Arab situation to the attention of Congress"
and to sway American public opinion through letters-to-the-editor
campaigns and the distribution of pro-Arab literature and films.
Several officials connected with such groups as the Americans for
Middle East Understanding, Americans for Justice in the Middle East,
and the American Friends of the Middle East have sent telegrams to
the White House and the State Department urging that the United '
States reverse its commitment to sell Israel 50 Phantom jets.

The Arab propaganda campaign, according to the study, has been
stepped by dramatically since the six-day war of June 1967, and now
constitutes '"'a comprehensive, systematic, and well-financed strategy
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which makes earlier Arab approaches to the churches appear to be
amateur by contrast with the present effort.'" An estimated ten
million dollars, according to Frank Gervasi, an authority on Middle
East affairs, have been spent by Arab League states for propaganda
purposes in the United States since June 1967 among church groups,
as well as among university student and faculty groups, black ex-
tremists, mass media, and in other areas.

As an indication of the size of the effort, a report in the Lebanese
newspaper Al Hayat states that Metropolitan Philip Saliba, Archbishop
of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of New York and North
America, visited Beirut in June 1968 and urged Arab nations to
double their contributions for propaganda to ''mot less than 20 mil-
lion dollars to establish information centers in the United States."
The '"'Copernican mental change" which the Arabs hope to bring about
in church thinking on Israel was described by Gabriel Habib, a
Lebanese Orthodox leader, in an interview reprinted in the December
19, 1968 issue of the Ecumenical Press Service. In it, Mr. Habib,
Middle East Secretary for World Student Christian Federation and
Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, called for an end
to "the scandalous association of Christianity and Israel, since the
state of Israel is considered a new form of Western aggression or a
crusade against the Arabs and Islam.' The World Council of Churches
is an ecomenical federation of 235 Protestant, Anglican and Ortho-
dox denominations throughout the world. Additional pressure has
been brought to bear on the World Council to lead an anti-Israel
effort by Arab Christian church leaders in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon
and Egypt. In a June 27, 1967, letter to the World Council from
Beirut, seven ArabChristian patriarchs and clergymen declared that
"the State of Israel was unjustly created and should cease to exist
as a racial state...Our people do not want to kill Jews but do want
the cessation of the racial state of Israel...The continuing pres-
ence of Israel in the Middle East should be an affront to the con-
science of the Christian West."

In a cable to the Geneva headquarters of the World Council June 19,
1967, the seven Arab Christian leaders called on the Council "to
represent to the nations and to the general public'" its condemna-
tion '"of Israeli aggression on the Arab countries.”

The signatories of the letter and the cable were: the Patriarch of
Antioch and all the East Greek Orthodox Church, Theodosius VI; the
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East Syrian Orthodox Church, Mar
Ignatios Yacoub III; and Khoren I Catholicos of Cilicia Armenian
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Orthodox Church; Dr. Farid Awdeh, National Evangelical Church of
Beirut; Rev. Hovhannes Aharonian, Union of Armenian Evangelical
Churches; Rev. Ibrahim Dagher, National Evangelical Synod of Syria
and Lebanon; and Rev., Samir Kafity, Episcopal Vicar Diocese of the
Episcopal Church in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

In response to these appeals, the World Council sent Father Paul
Verghese, Associate General Secretary and Bishop-Elect of the Syrian
Orthodox Church of india, to meet with Christian leaders in Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria and Lgypt. Father Verghese described the purpose of
his mission in these words: ''to express solidarity'' with the Arabs;
"to ascertain on the spot...the needs of the suffering people'; and
"to understand and interpret to the General Secretary (of the Vorld
Council)...the convictions and feelings of people in the Arab coun-
tries."

As part of the effort to sway the views of Roman Catholics on Israel,
the head of the Egyptian Coptic Church, Patriarch Kyrillos VI has
announced plans to visit Pope Paul this spring, according to Cairo's
semi-official daily, Al Ahram. The Egyptian paper said that the
purpose of the Patriarch's meeting with the Pope is "to discuss the
adoption of a unified and positive stand in support of the Arab
cause in general and the liberation of Jerusalem in particular."

The Patriarch has long been known for his anti-Jewish views, public-
ly expressed at the time of Vatican Council II when he declared that
""the Coptic Church proclaims the Jews' responsibility throughout the
ages for crucifying Christ." :

The AJC report indicated that mounting pressure by Arab governments
on Christian institutions in Arab countries is a significant factor
in the actions of Arab Christian leaders hostile to Israel and the
Jewish people. As an example of such pressure, as reported by the
Ecumenical Press Service on April 11, 1968, the education ministers
of the Arab League decided at a conference in Kuwait to close all
Christian schools in countries belonging to the Arab League. The
action, taken on the recommendation of the Syrian government, was
justified on the basis that the religious communities were in oppo-
sition to Arab culture and were guilty of proselytism.

Thne ecumenical bulletin reported that "this measure affects primar-
ily schools in Egypt, Iraq and Jordan' since all schools in Saudi
Arabia are state schools and Syria had closed all Christian schools
last year.

Syria has also expelled the Roman Catholic congregation of priests
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and brothers called the Little Brothers of Jesus. Observers be-
lieve that this may be the beginning of the expulsion of all foi-
eign clergy from Syria. 1In Iraq, the National Council of the
Revolutionary Command announced (9/13/68) plans for the nation-
alization of Al-Hikma University in Baghdad which is conducted
by the Jesuits of New England.

Indications of the impact of the efforts to influence a pro-Arab
policy among major U.S. Protestant church institutions and leaders
are roflected in a number of recent developments:

In September 1968, the General Board of the National Council of
Churches, meeting in Houston, Texas, received a report on the ''re-
fugee situation in the Middle East." The survey, conducted by Rev.
Edwin M. Luidens, general secretary of the Board of Foreign Missicns
of the Reformed Church in America, the Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, of
the Episcopal Church, and the Rev. Rodney A. Sundberg, of the
United Presbyterian Church, dealt only with the situation of the
Arab refugees and made no reference to 500,000 Jews who were re-
fugees from Arab countries.

In seeking to explain the "convictions of Christian people there,"”
the report stated: 'Western nations out of a sense of guilt for
the persecution of Jews in Europe created the State of Israel and
thus contributed toward the persecution of Arabs.

"For 20 years Israel has been permitted to ignore the resolutions
of the United Nations aimed at justice for dispossessed Arabs, aud
thus has been enabled to enlarge and consolidate her position,"”

According to a Religious News Service report, ''there was strongly
worded opposition to the survey from some who held it was un-
balanced in favor of the Arab position.” The refugee report,
however, was published in Approach, an official jourmal of the
National Council of Churches and the United Presbyterian Church,
under the title, '"Do Churches Betray Mid-East Christians?" No
mention was made of the opposition to the report during the floor
debate. A reprint of the pro-Arab report was made by the Middle
East and Europe Department of the Division of QOverseas Ministries
of the National Council of Churches, and was sent to the 33-member
denominations of the Council,

The Church Center at the United Nations, an ecumenical and inter-
denominational Protestant center, has been recommending the Arab
propagandist, M. T. Mehdi, to church agencies and parish churches
for their study programs on the Middle East as "a voice (the Church
Center) staff had come to respect.
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Dr. Mehdi, secretary general of the Action Committee on American-

Arab Relations, was twice deported by the U. S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service as a professional agitator.

Commenting on Mr. Mehdi's application for permanent residency in
the U, S., P. S, Esterdy, district director of the U. S. Immigra-
tion Service, told the New York Times, (Feb. 10, 1963), "since he
has been such an agitator, the question comes if, as a matter cf
discretion, residency should be granted. Should this kind of man,
--a foreigner agitating and creating trouble between brother and
brother here--be made a resident of this country?"

One of the Protestant colleges which received the recommendation
of Mehdi as a speaker from the Church Center at the U. N. was the
Methodist-affiliated Towa Wesleyan College. The college presi-
dent, Dr. Franklin H. Littell, observed, "if they can,respect
Mehdi they should have been more respectful toward Sturmer and
Bormanni "

Following the Israeli attack on the Beirut airport, the National
Council of Churches sent telegrams on Dec. 31, 1968, to President
Johnson and to UN Ambassador J. Russell Wiggins expressing grati-
tude "for your firm stand in the Security Council...in condemning
the Israeli attack on the Beirut Airport, your call to break the
pattern of violence and your plea for a meaningful arms agreement
in the area.' The telegram to President Johnson also added: 'We
are grateful ... for Mr. Rostow's condemnation of the attack on
'a civil international airport' in a country which has been striv-
ing for moderation in the Middle East.'" The telegrams made no
reference to the attack by Arab commandos on an El Al plane at
Athens airport, which had preceded the Beirut incident.

/On May 2, 1969, the General Board of the National Council adopted
a resolution that represented a significant effort to avoid polar-
ization between pro-Arab or pro-Israel positions, and to focus on
human need in the area,/

The crudest example of anti-Semitic literature that has been dis-
tributed through Arab information channels in the United States

is that of a leaflet headlined, The Secret of the Blood Practices
Israel is Enjoined to Observe. Written by Ibrahim Saada and re-
printed from the June 21, 1967 edition of a popular Egyptiarn iilus-
trated weekly, the article revives the medieval ritual murder
legend, and the more recent Protocols of the Elders of Zion.

Following are excerpts'from the leaflet: "Some of the rituals
rabbis perform with Christian blood...(include) the kidnapping of
children in Syria and Lebanon for the purpose of sucking their
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blood on the Jewish Passover...The author notes that ''the Jews
believe that if they do not mix Christian blood with their un-
leavened bread at Passover the bread will not hold together."

The article is illustrated with a cartoon, reminiscent of Nazi
propaganda journals, showing a hook-nosed, bearded Jew collect-
ing the blood of an Arab child whom he has crucified with lancets.

The writer goes on to quote The Protocols of the Elders of Zion,
the 19th century forgery which alleged a Jewish world conspiracy.
He concludes that "every Jew hopes for the collapse of all cther
religions so that Judaism shall reign supreme...The leaders of
Zion are planning to annihilate Christianity and Islam all over
the world.,"

The leaflet was given to the American Jewish Committee by
Christian and Jewish professors on several university campuses
who had received them from Arab students inquiring whether Jews
continue to follow these practices today.

Buttressing the Arab propaganda effort, the American Jewish
Committee study shows, are the efforts of many former Nazis who
settled in Egypt, Syria and other Near Eastern Countries after
World War II and who now help prepare anti-Israel and anti-Semitic
materials. The report quotes Simon Wiesenthal, Director of the
Jewish Documentation Center in Vienna, as saying that these ex-
Nazis are hoping to continue 'the extermination of the Jews that
they had to interrupt more than 20 years ago," and now "have the
assistance of the Arab govermments. '

The American Jewish Committee report shows that theological anti-
Judaism, regarded by scholars as the basis for secular anti-
Semitism, is to be found in documents issued by Arab Christians
or by American Christians serving as missionaries and pasters in
Arab countries that deal with the religious relationship of the
Jewish people to the land of Israel. As an example of "theo-
logical anti-Judaism" the report quotes an article entitled, "Is
the Old Testament Zionist?" by Dr. William Holladay, professor

of 0ld Testament at the Near East School of Theology in Beirut.
In it, Dr. Holladay declares, '"We who are Christian must take
seriously the New Testament affirmation that it is the church,

we ourselves, who are the true Israel...we are it, the Israel of
God. We have said that (modern) Israel is not in theological
continuity with (ancient) Israel in the sense that it is the
community charged to continue to be attentive to the voice of the
God of judgment and grace who can be met in the 0ld Testament,'
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Dr. Holladay's article was reprinted in the Middle East Newsletter,
June-July 1968 issue, puklished by the Americans for Justice in
the Middle East.

Similar views were expressed by a group of 66 American mission-
aires, pastors, and other professional church-related personnel
living in Lebanon who sent an 'Open Letter to the Christians of
the West" in the spring of 1968. Their letter, which was reprinted
in four Christian journals in this country and abroad, (Christian
Century, Monday Morning, Middle East Newsletter, and Al Montada)
states that "the church is the new 'Israel of God' and asserts,
'"we must challenge the assumption that the Israeli occupation of
Jerusalem, and indeed of large portions of Palestine, representec
the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.' They conclude their
appeal with a call to Western Christians ''to exert specific polit-
ical and economic pressures on Israel because of her continued
defiance of the resolution of the United Nations."

Father Jean Corbon, a Greek Orthodox priest of Beirut, makes the
same theological point in a memorandum of June 17, 1967, to the
World Council of Churches:

"God's main object in selecting the Jews as His chosen people was
to serve the salvation of mankind and not for them to install them-
selves as a separate secular nation...It has become public know-
ledge that the Jews have already deviated from the call assigned
to them, thus turning to narrow exclusivity their originally
universal call.

"From the Christian point of view, the establishment of Israel 2
an exclusive state directly violates God's plan concerning the
Jews and all mankind."

Commenting on these views, the AJC study notes that 'This body

of theological writings emanating from Arab centers constitutes

a serious regression, a form of theological air pollution, in the
present climate of Jewish-Christian relations. There is simply
no echo of the new 'theology of Israel' which advanced Catholic
and Protestant theologians have been formulating during the past
decade.'" The new theology of Israel is reflected in the writings
of such authorities as Father Cornelius Rijk of Rome, director cf
the Vatican Secretariat of Catholic-Jewish Relations, who has
declared, "In our time Christian theology has gained a new reli-
gious understanding of the people of Israel through the realiza-
tion that God continues tc be with his people and that the reve-
lation of the 0ld Testament is now complete as far as the Jewish
people are concerned, even though they have not recognized Jesus
of Nazareth as the Messiah."
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These documents containing theclogical anti-Judaism have been
distributed widely among Christian leaders in the United States
as part of a packet sent by the Rev. James E. Pierce, a Presby-
terian minister who served in Lebanon. In a letter sent to
American clergymen on July 10, 1967, Rev. Pierce stated that "the
Arab position in general has not been fully clarified," and he
urges churchmen 'to bring the cutting edge of the Gospel and
theological reflection to bear on political Zionism."

~ Rev. Pierce, who served as associate director of the University

Christian Center, representing 15 sponsoring groups, in Beirut
and then as president of the Americans for Justice in the Middle
East, is now serving as minister of the University Heights
Presbyterian Church in the Bronx.

The American Jewish Committee report notes that another American
clergyman who has been actively involved in promoting pro-Arab
sentiment among Christian church leaders is the Rev. Richard E.
Ittner, pastor of the Arlington Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Arlington Ave. and Elton St., Brooklyn, New York.

Rev. Ittner represented the University Christian Movement, an
ecumenical body of young Protestants, Catholics, and Orthodox
Christians, at an International Seminar on Justice and Peace in
the Near East, held May 10-17, 1968, in Beirut, Lebanon, and
Amman, Jordan. The conference which was organized by Christian
students in Lebanon under the sponsorship of the World Student
Christian Federation, was attended by some forty delegates from
Christian organizations in the United States and Europe, and
Lebanese, Syrian, Egyptian, Jordanian, and Palestinian repre-
sentatives.

The seminar adopted a 10-point declaration which is hostile to
Israel and hails the Al Fatah as a "liberation movement."

Following the seminar, which included a meeting with Al Fatah
"resistance fighters," Rev. Ittner prepared a report containing
a "master strategy' to help solve the Israel-Arab conflict, and
has included the 10-point declaration in a mailing to Christian
clergy, seminarians, and university students. The plan, as
published by the University Christian Movement in the United
States and in Al Montada a Christian news bulletin, published
by the Documentation Center of the Ecumenical Secretariat for
Youth and Students in the Middle East in Beirut, contains the
following among its 19 proposals for action:

. Help disseminate statements of Lebanese missionaries tc churches
and newspapers.
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Check for biased reporting and pressure media for more
objective analysis.

Seek to encourage a TV '"White Paper" on the refugee situation.

Encourage work and dialogue with the American Council for
Judalsm (an anti-Zionist group).

Attempt to get information into Approach (the United Presby-
terian publication, and for a time, the weekly of the National
Council of Churches).

Meet with the National Council of Churches Near East Committea.

Meet with Congressmen, State Department and UN representatives
to discuss conflict.

Spbnsor Arab discussions with Arab student leadership in U.S.
Organize letter writing campaign for quick response to crisas.

Seek to introduce Middle East issues into the 1968 Presiden-
tial campaign.

Organize boycotts of tours to the Holy Land during the crisis.

Show refugee films available through the UN and Jordanian In-
formation Service.

The AJC study lists the names of national and local grass-roots
groups that have recently been created to prcmote the Arab cause.
These include groups in San Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles, Dalizs,
New York, Washington, D.C., Boston, Boulder Colorado and New
Haven, Conn. An example of the grass-roots groups is The Amer-
ican Committee for Justice in the Middle East of Boulder, Coloradc.
Mrs. Louise Hicks, its head, describes her group's purpose as that
of "distributing pro-Arab materials, writing letters to Congress-
men and newspaper editors, and building a library of 'dependable’
publications on the Middle East."

The study also documents the pro-Arab programs that have been
developed in Christian seminaries, and cites Christian journals
and films that have been employed to bring about '"the Copernican
mental change."

The study was compiled by Rabbi A. James Rudin, assistant director
of the Interreligious Affairs Department of The American Jewish
Committee.
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In an introduction to the study, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
ftational director of interreligious affairs of the American
Jewish Committee, comments: ''The exposure of this material at
this time is intended to alert responsible Christian leaders
who lead national institutions as well as their constituency in
the communities around the country to the precise nature of the
Arab campaign to which they are being subjected. It is also in-
tended to alert and to inform the Jewish community so that it
might consider what appropriate steps need to be taken in order
to counteract effectively this propaganda and program of defa-
mation.

It is to be hoped that responsible Christians and Jews, concerned
about preserving what gains have been made in recent years in
Jewish-Christian solidarity, will use this information as the
basis of their discussions in the numerous institutes, seminars,
and dialogues that continue to take place in various parts of
this nation., Out of the discussion ought to come a joint resolv:
and strategy to confront this problem, and to build a shared
approach to bring reconciliation between Arabs and Israelis in
the Middle East, rather than to zllow the polarization to coxn-
tinue along the lines that this propaganda makes certain.'
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Hope all is well with you.
g COrd!;ally, '

S@el Rabinove

. SB:1 . /
ce! Marc Tanenbawum )



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE \ =

Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 - PLaza 1-4000 - Cable Wishcom, New York

March 18, 1969

Mr. Edwin J., Lukas

55 Marinero Circle
Tiburon, California 94920
Dear Mr. Lukas:

Please excuse the delay in responding to your recent note to
Rabbi Tanenbaum,

He has been unable to reply due to a heavy schedule of lectures,
conferences and meetings.

At present he is away on an extended lecture tour but I am sure
he will be in touch with you when he returns to the office.

Sincerely,

Prriinif A

Miriam S, Binder

MSB :mm Secretary to Rabbi Tanenbaum

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, President MORRIS B. ABRAM, Honorary President REUBEN W. ASKANASE, Houston, Vice-President
JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore, Vice-President

Board Chairmen LOUIS CAPLAN, Honarary President MATTHEW BROWN, Boston, Vice-President
HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President ’ ¥

NATHAN APPLEMAN, Board of Trustees IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President DeJONGH FRANKLIN, Atlanta, Vice-President

MAX M. FISHER, Executive Board JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President JACK A. GOLDFARB, New York, Vice-President

PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, Board of Governors -":?tSEEDP&ﬁ:QNU%Eﬂg‘e:":h:;’:;':gg;ﬁsf;ﬁf“‘ ARTHUR GROMAN, Los Angeles, Vice-President
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Honorary Vice-President HENRY L. KOHN, Chicago, Vice-President

EMERY E. KLINEMAN, Treasurer JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President ORIN LEHMAN, New York, Vice-President

MRS. SANFORD SAMUEL, Secreta WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Honorary Vice-President P 3

& ! y HORACE STERN, Honorary Vice.President MARION 1. LEVY, Cleveland, Vice-President

ORRIS H. BERGREEN, Associate Treasurer MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer WILLARD L. LEVY, St. Louis, Vice-President

BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus ROBERT [. WISHNICK, New York, Vice-President

'\1




g -2 ¥

March 18, 1969

Mr. Bdwin J. Lukas

55 Marinero Circle -
Tiburon, California 94920
Dear My, hlkaﬂ

Please excuse the delay in renpond!.ng to your recent note to
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you in S,F.. early this
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noted the meeting for the
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-ed I am at the decision
not to enter the lMcFadden
case, Please tell me what
explanation I can give my
friend Dick Harrington,
the attorney for the
plaintiffs, that would
dispel his inevitable feel-
ing that Jews are. inS%cure

|
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in these matters, Re
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED BY THE APPELLANT IN WHICH THE AMICUS

JOINS.

Do Sections 6(j) and 12(a) oF the Tniform Mili
tary Training and Service Act violate freedom of speech and
religion and deny Catholics equal protection of the law:

a. By purporting.to make it a felony for
Catholic priéﬁts to. read Catholic doctrine in respect of
conscience and participation in war in-direct quotation from
pronouncements of Popes John XXIII and Paul VI, the Fathers
of the Sacred Council, and St. Thomas Aquinas, and for
Catholic priests to counsel the faithful to go forth and act
iﬁ accordance with such pronéuncements though they require
refusa& of military serxrvice?

b. By purporting to punish Catholic conscien-

tious objectors for entertaining or professing Catholic doc-

“trine and theology on war and conscientious objection, when

the Act would exempt them from military service as conscien-
tious objectors at thelideptical time and place if they would
entertain and profess the religious doctriﬂe of the Friends
or another tréditional peace sect in respect of conscientious

objection?
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS AND STATUTES INVOLVED.
Amendment 1: '

"Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press..."

Amendment 5:

 "No person shall...be deprived of life,
liberty.or property, w1thout due process of
law..."

Amendment 14:
"...nor shall any state deny to any person

within its jurlsdlctlon the equal protection of
the law."™

Uniform Military Service and Training Act:

Section (6) (), 50 U.S.C.App. §456(3):

"(j) Nothing contained in this title
shall be construed to require any person to
be subject to combatant training and service
in the armed forces of the United States who,
by reason of religious training and belief,
is conscientiously opposed to participation
in war in any form. * * * Any person...whose
claim is sustained by the local board...
shall, if he is found conscientiously opposed
to participation in' such non-combatant ser-
vice, in lieu of such induction, be ordered -
by his local board...to perform...civilian
work contributing to the maintenance of the
national safety, or interest...."

Section 12(a), 50 U.S.C.App. §462(a):
"...any person...who knowingly counsels,

aids or abets another to refuse or evade

registration or service in the armed forces

or any of the requirements'of this title, or

of said rules, regulations or directions...or

"who conspires to commit any...of such offenses

shall, upon conviction...be punished by imprison-

ment for not more than five years or a fine of

not more than $10,000, .or by both :

o
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STATEMENT OF INTEREST OF THE AMICUS

This brief was prepared by EPHRAIM.MARGOLIN, an
attorney in good standing before the Féaeral Bar and one time
West Coast Counsel for the American Jewish Congreés. The
amicus is a member of the Jewishifaifh and a student of its
teachings. Amicus has had occasion in his professional -
capacity to counsel young.jews bn legal issues conéerning
draft laws. A

Persons who appear of counsel on this brief are
ED LUKAS, an.attorney in_good standing before the Federal Bar
and one time géneral coﬁnSel to the Ameriéan Jewish Committee,
and BERNARD ROBINSQN, attornEy-and ordained rébbi;

| In furthef support 6f.the standing of the amicus
to .file this brief, we outline the following brief historical
background material, illustrating_the interest of the amicus

in this appeal.
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Judaism is not a religion of absolute pacifism. The history
of Jewish people abounds in instances of-fights for éurvival.
Indeed, the people of Israel often proclaimed that they were
fighting in God's name thé battles of the Lord, from the con-
quest of Canaan to the Maccabee wars of religious freedom,

from Bar Kochba to the Warsaw Ghetto, to Israel's war against

annihilation and genocide, the Jewish nation distinguished

between just wars of self defense and unjust wars of oppres-
1/ ' :

sion.
However, even when wars were fought for the more
legitimate of reasons, Jewish tradition recognized that killing

was an offense before God, and a sin offering was required of

1/ It is this Jewish tradition which underlies the pronounce-
ment of Pope Paul VI and the Council of Sacred Fathers:

"But it is one thing to undertake military action
for the just defense of the people, and something
else again to seek the subjugation of other nations.
Nor does the possession of war potential make every
military or political use of it lawful. Neither
does the mere fact that war has unhappily begun
mean that all is fair between the warring parties
(Pastoral Constitution On The Church In The Modern
World, paragraph 79)."

On the other hand, the concept of natural law in Catholicism
differs from the Jewish teachings:

"Contemplating this melancholy state of humanity,
the Council wishes to recall first of all the per-
manent binding force of universal natural law and
its all-embracing principles. Man's conscience itself
gives ever more emphatic voice to these principles.
Therefore, actions which deliberately conflict with
these same principles, 'as well as orders commanding

_ such actions are criminal. Blind obedience cannot
excuse those who yield to them (Pastoral Constitution
On The Church In The Modern World, paragraph 79)."

e
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all soldiers. Moreover, certain.strategies were deemed im-

v

permissible regardless of ends sought:

"When siege is laid to a city for the purpose of
capture, it may not be surrounded on all four sides
but only on three in order to give an opportunity to
those who would flee to save their lives ..."
Maimonides Code, Treatise On Kings And Wars, Chapter
.VII, law 7.

"When in your war against a city you have to besiege
it a long time in order to capture it, you must not
destroy its trees, wielding an axe against them. You
may eat of them, but you must not cut them down. Are
trees of the field human to withdraw before you under
siege? Only trees which you know do not yield food
may be destroyed ...." Deuteronomy 20:19-20.

The Jewish law provided for an extensive system of

exemptions from military service in all unjust wars, leaving

“the final determination on what constitutes unjust wars to

~.the .individual rather than the .community. The historical

mirror of Judaism réflécted the reality of war begetting an
increasingly anti-war religious tradition. |

- One element in the anti-war traditioﬁ was Isaiah's
prophecy of universal peace (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:3-4); thus,.

Zachariah 4:6: "Not by might nor by power but by my spirit,

-saith the Lord of Hosts." . (See also: Jeremiah 17:5; Isaiah

30:15; Hosea 1l:7). This prophetic ideal was above all a

standard for conduct. Jewish ethics postulates that Jews
must not only acknowledge the exuberant"absolutes'of‘perfection,,

but continuously strive on earth to approach them in action.

?1/ ;E.g., Déutéronomy 20 passim; -Joshua 11119.

-5-
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In this sphere, each Jew must live his life as if the whole

world hangs on his deeds.

.

~ The prophecy of universal peace is augmented with

‘general ethical teachings about peace. "It is written: 'Seek

peage‘and pursue it' (Psalm 34:15). The law does not command

you to run after or pursue the other commandments, but only

| to fulfill them upon the appropriate occasion. But peace you

must seek in ydur own place and pursue it even to another
place as well." ﬁeviticue-Rabbeh;.IZav IX09; Numbers Rabbah,
Hukkat XIX:24. | ' |

This, in tﬁrn} is further strengthened by Specifie
teachings and laws: | |

"In.every other law of the Torah, if a man is commanded
'"transgress and suffer not death' he may transgress and
not suffer death, excepting... shedding blood. Murder
may not be practiced to save one's life .... Even as
one who came before Raba and-said to him, 'the Governor
of my town has ordered me "Go, and kill so and so, if
not, I will slay thee.!"' Raba answered him, 'let him
rather slay you than that you should commit murder;

who knows that your blood is redder? perhaps his blood
is redder?'" Sanhedrin, 74a. :

]Pesikta_Rabbeti, 21:18, teaches that "The_qumandment
‘against killing corresponds to the commandment.that‘werbelieve

in God, for man is created in God's image." Similarly, we

:learn ln Mlshnah Sanhedrln, Iv, 5, that "One man alone was

| brought forth at the time of creatlon, in order to teach us

that he who destroys one human soul is regarded as'though he

\ had destroyed a. whole world, whlle he who preserves one soul

w1th1n humanlty is regarded as though he had preserved a whole

_5__
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world." . According to Avot D'Rabbi Natan B, pursuit of peace

equals all the commandments of the Torah. Similarly'in Sifra,
Rabbi Akiba teaches that "thou shall love thy neighbor as thy-
self" is the greatest principie in the Jewish ethics, but Rabbi
Azzaili responds that the seotence, "this is the book of the
generations of man" (Genesis 5:1)'is even greater.

This distinct curront of Jewish .anti-war ethic dictated
.thét King David himself was not permitted to build the Temple in|
Jerusalem because his han&s spilled blood in batﬁlé. Precisely |
at the hElght of their persecutLOns Jews spoke most emphatically
of their love of all men, 1nc1ud1ng the foe.l/ From the earli-
est admonitions of "choose life" (Deuteronomy 30:19) and "blood,
it polluteth ihe.land" (Numbers 35:33), to Elijah's discovery
of the "still;small voice"'within-him (Kings I, 19:12), the
conscience of the Jew within his community is to search, to
strive and never to complaisantly accept his ethical choices as

2/ :

ideal.

Against this backgrouné, a majority of Jews reméin
anti-pacifist, a large segment of American Jewry ié selectively

3/
pacifist, and a.small minority choose total pacifism.”

1l/. Leo Baeck, The Essence of Judaism, 216.

f/ A. J. Heschel, God in Search of Man, 10; Baeck, ibid, 157.

3/ See Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Can Falth Surv1ve, McGraw
& Hill; 16 Tldlngs of the Jewish Peace Fellowship- 3 (1969);

. Non-violence in the Talmud, 17 Judaism at 321, et seq., 1968;
Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovitz, Comment on Sanhedrin. C.f.
Vorspan, Jewish Values and Social Crisis, 1968, p.32; Leo
Baeck, ibid, at 213-17. See also Shalom, the background
program and philosophy of the Jewish Peace Fellowship.

_?'_
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| in its demands, and where in the cruc1ble of life-long tralnlng-
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ring of the absolute are entitled to that same -respect for

'Quakers. Wherefore, the standing of the amicus. -

It is the duty of a rabbl to assist in -this search for the
Jew's “absolute becoming” %/ A rabbi's duty to impart learning,
and the duty of every Jew to strive towards ethical perfectlon,
are the more demanding for the relative dearth of dogmas and
absolutes in Judaism; it is an exactlng search, all-compelling

2/

it is crowned with an abldlng conviction; this conviction trans-
lates into an.imperative\of:conduct.éf Inithis'light, the
Central Conference of American Rabbis has repeatedly stressed
the right of Jewish conscientious objectors affording them

its sanction. Without generalizing about all Jews, those

Jews for whom the Commandment of "Thou shall not kill" has the

their conscientious'stand.whiCh the Government affords the

1/ Gershom~.G. Scholem, Major'Trends'in'Jewish'Mysticism, 13.

g/. "And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart...

3/ .Bahya ibn:?akuda: Duties of the Heart..

.Deuteronomy G2 5.

- 8-
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~ARGUMENT.

1. Section 6(j) of the draft act is required by

the Constitution to be construed to afford.any person ob-

jecting to participation in war by reason of his religious

training and belief the same exemption as section 6 ()

affords to members of "traditional” peade'Sects.

SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT.

- The Constitution requires that members of all
faiths belgiven equal treatment for equal conduct, and pro-
hibits any law which would make a member of one religion

a felon fér conduct lawful for a member of another religion,

merely because the theological statement of religibus be-

lief differs for the two religions.

‘Applying the foregoing proposition it should
follow thét entitlemeht to exempfion ffom military service
should be granted to all_per$ops who declare that such ser-
vice violates their conscience as formed by their religious
training and belief. However, in two situations in both of
which facts of religious training and belief may be equally
conceded, .only thét belief which opposes all wars is protec™:|

ted by the laﬁ. This law, then, differentiates between

religious beliefs purporting to apply the test of sincerity

of belief (United States v. Seegar, 380 U.S. 168 (19653))
but actually selectively evalﬁating its content. Amicus
invokes the standards of the First Amendment for ‘the propo-

sition that once sincerity of -a belief and its meaningfulness

g | ' © -10-
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in the life of its possessor are actually'established, the
Congress is precluded from inquiring into its content; |
The principles at stake transcend the Catholo-
city of the appellants herein; they go to the common under-
pinnings of the religious conscience of free Americans.
If under the Government's theory a priest may not advise
his flock to follow their conscience as required by the
Catholic dogma in relation ﬁo unjust wars, nesither can a
rabbi parform his religious function vis a’vis his con-
gregation. Only sﬁiritual leaders of the Quakers and the
Jehovah Witnesses are thenfsihéled'out fpf the privilege
of preaching the dictates of their faitﬁ under the cloak
of iegislative_immunitf. Moreover, under the Government's
theory énly "governmehtfappéovéd.#eligious beliefs" will
shield conscientious objectors from draft, yet, it is
this very govérnment-approval of religious content that
violates the letter and the spirit of the First Amendment.

I LEGAL AUTHORITIES IN. SUPPORT OF ARGUMENT.

United States v. Seeger (ibid), is the leading

case that the Constitution prohibits any interpretation of
the draft law which requires any particular form of theo-
logical or doctrinal statement.  Seeger was a product of

a devout Roman Catholic home and he was a close student

of Quaker beliefs, but he declined to subscribe to belief

in an orthodox definition of Supreme Being.

=11-
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The Supreme Court held:

"Some theologians, and indeed some exami-
ners, might be exmpted to question thé exis-
tence of the registrant's 'Supreme Being' orx
the truth of his concepts. But these are in-
quiries foreclosed to Government. * * * Local
boards and courts in this sense are not free
to reject beliefs because they consider them

'incomprehensible.' Their task is to decide
whether the beliefs professed by a reglstrant
are sincerely held and whether they are, in
his own scheme of thlngs, religious.” 380 U.S.
163 at 184-185. '

The Supreme Court emphasized in Seeger that to
avoid Constitutional question,'the draft law should be
construed to accord equal treatment to beliefs which were
functionally equivalent despite difference in doctrinal
phrasing or theological statement: . | LI

"We believe that under this construction, the
test of belief 'in relation to a Supreme Being'
is whether a given belief that is sincere and
meaningful occupies a place in the life of its
possessor parallel to that filled by the ortho-
dox belief in God of one who clearly qualifies
for the exemption." 380 U.S. at 165-166.

The Supreme Court then proceeded to emphasize
that the crucial guestion was whether the registrant's ob-
jection to military'service rested upon sincere and.mean- 
ingful recognition that in conscience, duty_to a moral
power higher than the State has always been maintained:

. "Chief Justice Hughes, in his opinion in
United States v. Macintosh, 283 U.S. 605, 75 L.
ed. 1302, 51 S.Ct. 570 (1931) enunciated the -

~ rationale behind the long recognition of con-
scientious objection to parthLpatlon in war

accorded by Congress in our various conscrlptlon
- laws when he declared that 'in the forum of_

=12~
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conscience,; duty to a moral power higher than the
State has always been maintained.' At 633,

75 L.ed. at 1315 (dissenting opinion). In a
similar vein Harlan Fiske Stone , later Chief
Justice, drew from the Nation's past when he de-
clared that 'both morals and sound policy require
that the state should not violate the conscience

of the individual. All our history gives confir-
mation to the view that liberty of conscience has

a moral and social value which makes it worthy of
preservation at the hands of the state. §So deep

in its significance and vital, indeed, is it to the
integrity of man's moral and spiritual nature

that nothing short of the .self-preservation of the
state should warrant its violation; and it may well
be questioned whether the state which preserves

its life by a settled policy of violation of the
conscience of the individual will not in fact ul-

timately lose it by the process.' Stone, The
Conscientious Objector, 21 Col. Univ. Q 253,
269 (1919). -

- "Governmental recognition of the moral
dilemma posed for persons of certain religious
-faiths by the call to.arms came early in the
history of this country. Various methods of
ameliorating their difficulty were adopted by
the Colonies, -and were later perpetuated in
state statutes and constitutions. Thus by the
time of the Civil War there existed a state
pattern of exempting conscientious objectors
.on religious grounds." 380 U.S. at 169-170.

Appellants' conscientious objection rests pre-

cisely upon the ground emphasized by the Supreme Court, to

~wit, religious belief that conscience in representing

God, has more fight.to be obeyed than any law.contrary to

conscience:

"Since the right to command is required by
the moral order and has its source in God, it
follows that, if civil authorities legislate_
for 'or allow anything that is contrary to that
order and therefore contrary to the will of
‘God, neither the laws made nor the authoriza-
tions granted can be binding on the consciences

.,
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of the citizens, since God has more right to be
obeyed than men." (Pope John XXIII Pacem in
Terris, page l42a, April 11, 1963).

To the same effect, the Catholic bishops of the
United States in their pastoral letter issued November 13,
1968, issued a clarion call for Catholics,tq follow con-
séience and refuse service in wars which they consider
unjust: |

"As witnesses to a spiritual tradition which
accepts enlightened conscience, even when honestly
mistaken , as the immediate arbiter of moral deci-
sions, we can only feel reassured by this evi-
dence of individual responsibility and the de-
cline of uncritical conformism to patterns some
of which included strong moral elements, to be
sure, but also included political, social,
cultural and like controls not necessarlly in
conformlty with the mind and heart of the church.

"The present laws of this country, however,
provide only for those whose reasons of conscience
are grournded. in a total rejection of the use of
military force. This form of conscientious ob-
jection deserves the legal provision made for
it, but we consider that the time has come to
urge that similar consideration be given those
whose reasons of conscience are more personal
and spec1f1c.

"We therefore recommend a modification of
the Selective Service Act making it possible,
although not easy, for so-called selective con-
scientious objectors to refuse - without fear
of imprisonment or loss of citizenship - to
serve in wars which they consider ‘unjust or in _
branches of service (e.g., the strategic nuclear
forces) which would subject them to the perfor-
mance of actions contrary to deeply held moral
convictions about indiscriminate killing. Some
other form of service to the human.community ‘should

- be required of those so exempted.

"Whether or not such modifications in our

‘laws are in fact made, we continue to hope. that,
in the all-important issue of war and peace,

-14-
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all men will follow their consciences. We can

do not better than to recall, as-died the Vatican
Council, 'the permanent binding force of uni-
versal natural law and its all embracing prin-
ciples.' to which 'man's conscience itself

gives ever more emphatic voice.'"

If the Catholic bish0ps are cérrect in their
1egal Judgment that the present laws of the country make
no provisions for so-called selectlve ObjECtOrS, then the
last two paragraphs gquoted are nothing less ‘than a felony
under section 12 of the Act, to wit, counselihg Catholic

selective objectors.to-refuse military service though the

law makes no provision for such refusal. Gara v. United
States,; 178 F.2d 38 (24 Cir. 1949) affirmed by an egually

divided court, 340 U.S. 857 (1950), and Warren v. United

States, 177 F.2d 596 (10th Cir. 1949) affirm convictions
for counseling refusal of induction. *Warren, a Unitarian
and a physician, was convicted for counseling his step-
son to refuse induction. Gara; "dean. of men at Bluffton
College, had'himsélf,refused to register in the First
World War and coﬁsidered it his religious duty to oppose
all forms of cooperation with war. -He was present when

Rickert was arrested. Government witnesses testified,

among other things, that appellant said to Rickert .at

that time,  'Do not Jlet them coerce you into changing your

\A

conscience...." 178 F.2d at 39,

If the draft law makes no provision for obedi-

ence to conscience by Catholic, Jewish ‘or so-called selective

-] 5=
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~ objectors, will the United States attorneys discharge their

duties by rounding up, prosecuting and jailing Catholic
bishops, archbishops and cardinals and countless ministers

and rabbis for counseling and conspiring to. counsel viola-

tion of the selective service act? Or are we to project

_the arrest of only some clergy whose standing in the general

community is less invulherable although their "guilt" is
eqﬁal.to Cardinals' "guilt"? ;Dd we live in a society
which expects a rabbi or a priest law-abidihgly and docilely,
to counsel their congregants that religion is relevant to
their lives; indeed it is specific in its commandments,

but 50 U.S.C. App. §462(a) of the Uniform Military Train-

ing & Service Act prevents me from counseling you about

our religion and the Word of God?

Amicus urges that the draft law be construed to
grant the Catholic objector the same exemption when he
refuses military service on grounds of conscience that
it affords the Quaker or "traditional" pacifist when he
refuses military service in obedience to his conscience.ll

Wé_récall to the Court's attention that the

Second Circuit thSeeger declared the draft act unconsti-

tutional in denying Seeger exemption because he refused to

1. The alternative, or denial of an exemption to all
conscientious objectors will dispose of Fifth Amendment

~ challenges to the law but not u§ the Flrst Amendment

challenges.

-16=
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subscribe to the orthodox doctrinal belief in a-Supreme

~ Being.

"Government could not, the Torcaso court
declared [Torcaso v. Watkins, 367 U.S. 488
(1961) ] place the power and authority of the
state 'on the side of one particular sect of
believers....'" United States v. Seeger, 326

" F.2d 846 at 853 (24 Cir. 1964), affirmed on
other grounds, 380 U.S. 163 (1965).

The Second Circuit emphasized that the First
Amendment prohibited discrimination among religions:

: "In Everson v. Board of Education, 330
U.S. 1, 67 S.Ct. 504, 91 L.ed. 711 (1946), the
Supreme Court offered what has perhaps become
the most frequently quoted exposition of the -
significance of the 'establishment clause.' 1In
the words of the Court, '[t]lhe "establishment of
religion" clause of the First -Amendment means

at least this: Neither a state nor the Federal
Government can set up a church. Neither can pass
laws which aid one religion, aid all religions,
or prefer one religion over another. Neither can
force nor influence a person to go to or to
remain away from church against his will or force
him to profess a belief or disbelief in any
religion. No person can be punished for enter-
taining or professing religious beliefs or dis-
beliefs, for church attendance or non-
attendance. '* * * 326 F.2d at .851l.

Within the past month the Supreme Court has
-emphasized: |

"But First Amendment values are plainly jeopar-
dized when church property litigation is made to
turn on the resolution by civil courts of contro-
versies over religious doctrine and practice *
* * * the Amendment therefore commands civil

- courts to decide church property disputes with-
out resolving underlying controversies over
religious doctrines." ' Presbyterian Church etc.
V. Mary Elizabeth Blue Hull Memorial Presby-
terian Church, _ U.S. , 37 L.W. 4107, 4109
(1969). - T ay -

._17_
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Similarly, Abington School District v. Schempp, 374 U.S.

203 (1963):

"Almost a hundred years ago in Minor v.
Board of Education of Cincinnati, Judge Alphonso
Taft, father of the reversed Chief Justice, in
an unpublished opinion stated the ideal of our
people as to religious freedom as one of 'abso-
lute equality before the law of all religious
opinions and sectS....

£ % & %

“The Government is neutral, and while pro-
tectlng all, it prefers none, and it disbarges
[dlsparages] none.'" 374 U.S. at 214-215.

The;ConstitutiQnal principles announced apply

equally to criminal cases under the draft act. In Sicurella

v. United States, 348 U.S. at 385, 388 (1955), the'defen-

dant was denied classification as a conscientious objector
on the recommendation of the Department of Justice:

"'"While the registrant may be sincere in
the beliefs he has expressed, he has, however,
failed to establish that he is opposed to war in
any form. As indicated by the statements on his -
SSS Form No. 150, registrant will fight under
some circumstances, namely in defense of his
ministry, Kingdom interests, and in defense of
his fellow brethren.'"

The Supreme Court dismissed the Department of
Justice construction of the act with the severe comment:

"Grantlng ‘that these articles picture the

Jehovah's Witnesses as anti-pacifists extolling

. the ancient wars of the Israelites and ready to
engage in a 'theocratic war' if Jehovah so com-
mands them, and granting that the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses will fight at Armageddon, we do not feel
this is enough. The test is not whether the
registrant is opposed to all war, but whether

.~ he is opposed on religious grounds, to participa-
tion in war. [Emphasis in original.] As to

=18~
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. theocratic war, petitioner's willingness to fight
on the orders of Jehovah is tempered by the fact
that, so far as we know, their history records
no such command since Biblical times and their
theology does not appéar to contemplate one in
the future:" 348.U.S. at. 390-391.

Appellants, like Jehovah's Witnesses, follow God's
commands over those of man, and characterize conscience as
represaﬁtihé the voice of God. We concede immediately.

that.CathcliCjtheC1cgy after Biblical times has admitted

the possibility that Catholics may find paftiCipation in

wars that meet certain.ccnditions laid out in_Catholic
theology to be consistent with the commands of God. We
suﬁmit that though~Quaker.dcctrinevislsaid to prcﬁibit par-
ticipation in any ﬁar at any-time; many Qcakers such asj
President_Nixcc} choose to make ‘exemptions for wars which

they consider particularly just. This concession is even

more .compelling infits'applicaticn to Jews. But the

relevant condltlon in this. case for such part1C1patlcn in

‘war is that the Cathcllc find partlclpatlcn not contrary

to his conscience, for if participation in the war violates

.the Catholic's conscience, Catholic aoctrine is ‘¢lear that

the individual Catholiec has a duty to comply with his own
conscience.and refuse military-se:vice_ Thus, Catholicism
eschews the test of what others may belief and elevates

to a level of a dogma the duty of_appellant3~tc.obey

‘their conscience. The test is that of Seeger-'sinCerity
of belief and its factual_meanlngfulness._ The test 1s not-

;whether_sgchcbelief,apéLies'to-all.wafs.

=19~




The defendant in this case is no more required

. to become a Jehovah's Witness to qualify for exemption from
military service than he is :equired to become a Quaker:

The First Amendment affords him equal protection in the
exercise of his-religious belief when - in refusing mili-
tary service which would violate conscience - the Catholic's
condudt is the same as that of the Jehovah's Witness or the

Quaker.
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‘"Any enactment of Congress which either directly

or indirectly discriminates or effects discri-
mination among religions is unconstitutional.

In Braunfield v. Brown (1960), 366 U.S. 599...
Chief Justice Warren, in speaking for the court,
at page 1148 of 81 S.Ct. stated: '

“'[T]o hold unassailable all legislation
regulating conduct which imposes solely an in-
direct burden on the observance of religion would
be a gross over-simplification. If the purpose
or effect of a law is. to * ‘* * discriminate -

‘Invidiously between religions, that law is con-

stitutionally invalid even though the burden may
be characterized as being only indirect.' (Em-

. phasis added.)" United States v. Carson, 282 F.

Supp. 261 at 268-269 (E.D. Ark. 1968).

At this point to avoid a straw issue, we may-re—

mark that it is irrelevant whether exemption from military
service is a constitutional right or merely a legislative

ptivilege.' United States v. Seeger, 326 F.2d 846 at 851

(24 Cir. 1964), affirmed on other grounds, 380 U.S. 163
(1965) was at pains to remark that Congress could not at-
tach an unconstitutional condition to enjoyment of a“’

privilege:

205
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"Like the trial judge below, Bendik, Clark and
George held that the exemption for conscientious
objectors was an act of legislative grace, and
could hence be granted upon any condition which
Congress desired to impose. We find it unneces-
sary to determine whether an exemption for some or
all conscientious objectors is a constitutional
necessity, or is merely dependent upon the will

of Congress. See Selective Draft Law Cases, Arver
v. United States, 245 U.S. 366, 38 S.Ct. 159, 62
L.Ed. 349 (1918); Hamilton v. Regents, 293 U.S.

245, 55 S.Ct. 197.:79 L.Ed. 343 (1934). Compare
School District:iof Abington Township, Pa. v.

Schempp, 374 U.S. 203, 250-253, 83 S.Ct. 1560,

10 L.Ed.2d 844 (1963) (concurring opinion of

Brennan, J.). For it now seems well established
that legislative power to deny a particular
privilege altogether does not imply an equiva-

lent power to grant such a privilege on unconsti-
tutional conditions. Speiser v. Randall, 357 U S.
513, 78 S.Ct. 1332, 2 L.Ed.2d 1460 (1958)

could hardly be argued, for example, that the ability
of Congress to deny an exemption to all conscientious
objectors would permit Congress to limit that
exemption to objectors of one particular religious
denomination. We are thus compelled to determine

the constitutionality of the particular limitation
involved, and to consider whether the requirement

of a belief in a Supreme Belng could be validly
employed to reject Seeger's claim to an exemptlon'
under existing constitutional doctrines." 326 F.

24 at 351.

In summary, if the Quaker is_guilty of no crime

in refusing induction for military service which would
violate his conscience, the .Catholic cannot be held guilty
nof a'felony'for identicai conduct on the identical date,
where the sole difference is in the theoiogical statement

of the respective religions of the grounds of conscience.

The Catholic should not be forced to éﬁhécribe_

to the. Quaker theology - in which he does not believe - in

order. to be accorded the privilege of following conscience.

-21-
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a given belief that is sincere and meaningful occupies a

" place in the life of its possessor parallel to that filled by

Under the authorities cited, section 6(j) of the
Act should be construed to allow exemption from military
training and service if appellants' refusal is based upon

their belief in duty to conscience, under the test "whether

the orthodox belief in God [conscience as duty to God] of

one [such as a Quaker] who clearly qualifies for the exemption.'

United States vs. Seeger, 380 U.S. 163 at 166 (1965).

CONCﬁUSION

It is the foregoing tradition that ﬁe respect-
fully urge this court to construe section 6(j) to sanction and
respect the conscience of the Catholic who decides that he is
in conscience obliged to refuse militagy service, and to
sanction and respect the teaching of Catholics despite section
12, when Catholics teach their doctrine of obedience to con-
science where it prohibits military service, though in theory
the same man's conscience might at another time and place or
under other conditions permit him to participate in war.

The law should be construed to grant the Catholic
conscientious objector the same exemption it affords the Friend
conscientious objector, without inguiry into differgnce of

religious doctrine between adherents of the two faiths, and

Ul

without discrimination on the grounds of difference in religiou
doctrine of the two religions.
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Dated:

March

’

1969

Respctfully submitted,

EPHRAIM MARGOLIN, Amicus Curiae
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OPERATION CONNECTION June 10, 1969

Executive Committee - 815 Second Avenue
Minutes New York, New York

"ATTENDANCE: The Rt. Rev. John E. Hines, Chairman; Rabbi Abraham

Heschel, Co-Chairman; Dr. Howard Spragg, Dr. C. Thomas Spitz, Dr.
M. L. Wilson, Mr. James Christison, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Rabbi
Wolfe Kelman, Dr. David R. Hunter, Mr. Richard Nesmith.

Staff: The Rt. Rev. C. Edward Crowther, Mr. George Kidder, Mr.
Milton Zatinsky.

Resignation of Cardinal Wright

Bishop Hines read a letter of resignation from John Cardinal Wright
who, because he will now be based in Rome, will not be able to par-
ticipate in Operation Connection. Motion was made by Dr. Wilson,
seconded and carried, that the resignation be accepted with regret,

at the same time wishing Cardinal Wright the best in his new position.

Report of the Director

Bishop Crowther reported on his visit with Cardinal Dearden in
Detroit, partly to get to know him and partly because of the in-
formation he had received to the effect that the Roman Catholic
Church had indicated it would not be able to pay its pledge of
$25,000 this year. Bishop Crowther reported that Cardinal Dearden
had not knownof this action by the National Catholic Conference nor
much about the Conference's association with Operation Connection
but that he would ask for a re-examination of that association. He .
expressed the hope, further, that perhaps Cardinal Wright's successor
in Pittsburgh might be able to take his place although as yet no one
has been named to that post.

It was pointed out that Bishop Guilfoyle of Camden, New Jersey, is

a member of the Executive Committee and might be a possible replace-
ment as Co-Vice Chairman but it was realized that the decision is
not Operation Connection's to make.

In addition to distributing two papers, "A Supplementary Report,"
prepared by himself, and "Some Observations on the Denver Operation,"

prepared by Mr. Kidder ¢espiss—attached), Bishop Crowther continued
his report as follows.

"What we have been and have not been doing in Denver illustrates very
much the style of Operation Connection. We adopted a method of
'saturation visiting,' attempting to set up key contacts, which we
have been able to do, with black militants and others. We have tried
to effect a ministry of reconciliation through dialogue, working for
cross-fertilization between the various groups and within each group,
taking the 'honest broker' role, which nobody else seems to be able
to offer. We have also met with the Council of Churches and hope
they will help get real dialogue going. The police-community relations
aspect is very fragmented but effective contact was made at the highest
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levels of city government. We have been invited to address the police
force of the City of Denver in the near future. We have been able to get
together one of the leading black militants and one of the top police
officials in a very confidential meeting lasting a half hour, during

which a good relationship was established. These two had never met. We
hope this will become enlarged within the next few weeks. We feel this

is an important contribution, and is relevant to what can happen elsewhere.

"We know we have to have non-violent options. The police-community
relations dialogue is one. Economic development is also a factor.. The
Denver Chronicle, for instance, is the only black newspaper. We have
been able to pry out some money for this, which is badly needed, and
have tried to encourage a coalition for common action in the community.

We can also be used in a de-fusing role and to encourage coalition of
minority groups. We have spent many man hours and expect to spend many
more. We found we had greatly underestimated the possibility of an organi-
zation like Operation Connection making such an impression on a city through
its ability to survey the city's potential.

"We have found the white community of Denver split right down the
middle, for example, on the matter of bussing legislation. We have found
that we had underestimated both the size of the problem and our effective-
ness. Qur greatest weakness in Denver has been our inability to have a
field man on the spot to coordinate all that is going on.

"There have been visits to other cities -- San Diego, Milwaukee,
Seattle ~-- but as you will recall, we decided to go for Denver at depth
rather than to try to spread out, primarily because of the cost involved.
We can move in at any time we are in a position, budget-wise and staff-
wise, to do the same in these cities as we have done in Denver.

"I have also had a full-day conference with IFCO with regard to
the Afro- American self-help project in San Francisco, among other things.
This group is now operating five new stores.

"I want to say that Mr. Zatinsky, Mr. Kidder and I have formed a
very good working team. We are deeply indebted to both gentlemen, who
are serving Operation Connection at considerable financial sacrifice.

Mr. Kidder is serving without salary and Mr. Zatinsky, because of budget
limitations, has voluntarily reduced his salary by one half but continues
to give of his best efforts in our behalf. 1 believe the three of us
have done an effective job together so far."

Bishop Hines expressed both to Mr. Kidder and Mr. Zatinsky the
gratitude of Operation Connection for their contributions.

Report of the Associate Director
Mr. Kidder referred to his paper entitled "Observations on the Denver

Operation'" and added to it as follows:

"Denver is an illustration of a city which still has some political
growing to do before it is ready for economic development. For instance,




-3- - |
the Chicanos are trying to establish a national identity. They can move
with some freedom into housing opportunities in many parts of the Denver
community. They are not barred from economic opportunities as are the
other minority groups. But they don't stand for anything in the city of
Denver politically because they have not organized themselves. The banks,
however, have already started to help. Through debt financing they have
put out about two hundred thousand dollars, which is only a start. One
bank is starting equity funding through a board dominated by black groups.
It is necessary to keep both the Chicanos and the blacks happy and some
progress seems to be in the offing.

"The problem in the white community is its fragmentation. The
Denver Chronicle started out in the kitchen of a young black editor who
was struggling on a shoestring. They have the possibility of an SPA
loan to undertake -a printing operation which will relieve some of the ex-
penses of the paper and provide good training ground for pressmen, for
whom there are unlimited opportunities in the city. We must find money
to help them. It should not be allowed to fail."

After again thanking Mr. Kidder for his services to Operation Con~-
nection Bishop Hines opened the meeting to questions and discussion
prompted by the foregoing reports, as follows:

Question: How effective is the Council of Churches in Denver?

Bishop Crowther: It suffers from serious credibility problems in the
minority groups and it has staff difficulties. We were very disappointed
about the result of our half day meeting with the Council of Churches.

We found they do not have effective communication within their own
denominations.

Question: 1Is there any type of interfaith operation there?

Bishop Crowther: No. They would like to develop it but they do not want
to compete with the ministerial association and they were never able to
establish communication with the Roman Catholics.

Mr. Christison: One highly complimentary reading came to our offices
from a black militant about your effectiveness. Part of the mix you are
touching on with respect to the Latins is the tensions between the Mexi-
cans and the other Latin Americans. They will hardly talk to each other.
Some of our black pastors expressed displeasure about Operation Connec-
tion, however, because they see it as another threat. We feel a link

is needed to the moderate blacks. Denver is a tough city in which to
work. Perhaps the black church can be a viable force in the community.
It may be that it is too often overlooked.

Dr. Wilson: So often in the black church they try to tie in with some
political organization. The black clergyman, when he is tied in to the
political structure, finds it impossible to relate as the climate is not
conducive to what you are talking about. Much depends upon where the
connections are. '
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Dr. Hunter: Do you see developing the beginnings of any structure of rela-

tionship, however informal, which might have continuity and which might
maintain the connection? What do you see emerging?

Bishop Crowther: I see an extremely loose organizational pattern perhaps

evolving out of our contacts with the white business community. All
groups have constituencies. We have to be very careful. We have been
meeting exclusively with them at this stage. We hope soon, after we have
filtered out the real power of Denver, to have them meet as a concerned
group. There are many organizations into which we are already '"plugged."

Mr. Kidder: Wherever we have gone we have had the agreed-upon comment

that there was really no leadership in the political structure. Nobody
listens to the mayor, and nobody does anything about community relationms.

Rabbi Heschel: What argument did you use to motivate the white community?

Mr. Kidder: That we were trying to help promote emergent organizations.

Rabbi Heschel: Many, surely, in the white community are capable and have

the desire and the good will. Are they not willing to help?

Mr. Kidder: Yes. They just need to be shown how.

Bishop Crowther: Our experience suggests that a large number of people,
including business and professional people, are convinced that the power
of the police is sufficient to do the trick, and what is necessary is
more and better and bigger police forces. There is a middle group who
really aren't sure, to whom fear is a real motivation. They are afraid.

.Then there is a small group of people who are passionately concerned

that what has been done in the past has to be made up for today. Our im-
mediate entree is to that particular group who are very amenable indeed

"to the moral concepts. We hope through this group to get to the middle

group.

Rabbi Tanenbaum: Was there any religious structure at all to work with
in Denver or state-wide?

Bishop Crowther: There was no such viable structure. A migrant ministry

exists but it is not very effective. There is no awareness of the basic
social problems which make such a ministry necessary.

Dr. Spragg: There might be some sort of opening into the Roman hierarchy
through Loretto Heights College. There are splits not only between national
origin groups but also within the high politics of the Centro Cultural.
Do you have contacts with both groups?

Bishop Crowther: We have had some connection and you are quite right,

there is great division between the Centro Cultural and the Crusade for
Justice, and we are tied up with both.
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Treasurer's Report

Mr. Zatinsky distributed (1) an unaudited financial report, a status
report on Operation Connection, and a paper entitled, '"Setting National
Priorities." (attached) He pointed out that the balance remaining will
not be enough to finish out the year and voiced the hope that some addi-
tional funds will still come in. Some of the members, he said, have not
been able to come through as yet with all of their pledges and it is hoped
that they will. As of the end of June, he reported, we will be '"wiped out
financially in our commitment to IFCO.

Dr. Spragg, who had to leave the meeting at this point, indicated
that his constituency would be able to pay their remaining $5,000 pledge.

- Referring to the '"'Status Report" the Chairman called for a considera-
tion of the options before the committee and the need to determine future
directions.

~ Rabbi Heschel voiced his opinion that Operation Connection should
be continued.

Rabbi Kelman felt that the only options were #1 and #4. When asked.
by Bishop Crowther why he would eliminate option #3 Rabbi Kelman replied
that the experience of the past year would indicate, for whatever rea-
sons, lack of readiness to get involved even in a limited operation, much
less so in the kind of operation #3 implies. ‘

Rabbi Heschel asked Bishop Crowther if he could describe Cardinal
Dearden's explanation for the Roman Catholic withdrawal of its pledge.
Bishop Crowther replied that Cardinal Dearden simply had not known much
about the arrangements since Cardinal Wright had been handling them. He
expressed surprise about the matter and said he would seek a re-examination
of the whole situation. Mr. Zatinsky pointed out that the Roman Catholics
had not disaffiliated; that the only problem was the financial contribution.

Dr. Hunter offered the explanation that the Roman Catholics have a
structural problem which becomes a real block because the style of opera-
tion of this organization does not fit their structural set-up. They
have no freedom or flexibility whatsoever when it comes to going into dio-
ceses, etc. to do a job, and the work of QOperation Connection is precisely
that type. They see many problems ahead in dealing with the bishops and
archbishops.

Mr. Christison expressed the opinion that it is a wonder the fabric
has been kept together this long because the style was that the churches
were involved in Operation Connection. Most of the money in the denomina-
tions is in the program boards and not in the over-arching structure. To
explain, he said, "I have to go to the denominational finance committee,
with whom I have no rapport. I sit here as the deputy of the General
Secretary. Operation Connection would never have been started unless it
had the other element -- an attempt to get the churches dealing as churches,

rather than as program elements. It had inherent in it from the beginning
a money problem, simply because of what it is.
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Dr. Spitz said that the Lutheran Council is an agency of church

bodies themselves, one step removed from where the money really lies ~--
‘with the program boards. The program boards this year find the pot of
gold getting smaller and smaller. Church bodies are more and more dis-
inclined to take money from program boards and put them into common agen-
cies. The Lutheran Churches are spending around three million dollars in
response to national crises and by special effort the churches are trying
to raise seven and a half million. They do not want to lose their identi-
fication because they are being pressed to work directly as church bodies.

Mr. Christison said he believed this to be the present temper .of the
times -- the churches will have to operate more at the church level than

at the program level.

Rabbi Tanenbaum asked, '"What is the difference between the church
and the program?'" The answer was that the churches contribute to program
thrusts through the churches (the societal orientation).

Bishop Hines asked Mr. Christison if he meant that a congregation
c..ald pick and choose what programs it wants to support to which Mr.
Ch.-istison replied: 'Yes. For instance, for Operation Connection funds
I went to the General Secretary. He has to raise the money. Nobody can
contribute to it from the societies., I see a change in the trend here.
If we dissolve Operation Connection we will be looking like a team trying
t: get it back together again in another two years.'

Dr. Wilson asked what effect Mr. Christison thought the Manifesto
wculd have on this kind of operation, to which Mr. Christison replied:
"Our constituency is split right down the middle. We have tremendous
extremes. The Manifesto simply focussed the difficulty. 1In order to
function as church we will have to talk to one another as church rather
than as program elements, as, say, opposed to what takes place in JSAC.
Ir other words, we have been '"found out'" at the program level.

Dr. Wilson: Are we saying this has been a fine organization so far
. buc what now? It would be a tragedy for us to go out of business with
“he kinds of things coming on the horizon that I see. I believe we will
e hunting a new vehicle within a short time. The Church has to take
som:2 leadership rather than always being reacting to situations. Especi-
ally, it seems to me, does Denver point this up very well. So, how do we
get the money to do this? We have to accept some priorities here.

Mr. Christison: The great difference between Operation Connection
and anything else is its interfaith nature. If the Roman Catholics do
not participate we had better close up because without that element there
are too many other activites to which we could better direct our attention.

Rabbi Tanenbaum: The events of the past several weeks, with the
I'anifesto and what has taken place thus far, has opened up the whole scene
in a way that we have never explored with any depth in terms of the various

“inds of alternative developments possible for us. There are important
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“implications for Operation Connection. I recently received a telephone
call from Monsignor Welsh, Director of the Task Force for the Catholic
bishops. This is one of the program boards. He has been exploring ways
of trying to create programs diocese by diocese. He has to work through
the structural relationships in order to work with Operation Connection.
We need to put up money to enable IFCO-type programs to be funded. The
working out of the program means that whatever initiatives come from the
white side of the community are what is being publicized. There is need
for a new kind of reorientation on the part of the religious leadership
where it moves away from being pushed up against the wall. We must dis-
cuss where we stand and what the implications are for that strategy as
man to man in the black community and not as men who are being played with.

.« Mr. Christison: What is splitting the denominations now is that the
constituency can't figure out how a program board can support the program
elements of the Manifesto and at the same time not also be endorsing the
ideology of the Manifesto. All of a sudden we have been found out. Church
is not trying to respond to the program but to the whole thing, and they
can't separate them.

Dr. Wilson: At the Seattle meeting a black caucus met re the way we
should support the Manifesto and if we should endorse IFCO. The American
Baptist Convention has put money into it, so we are already in. Many of
the things we are involved in our people don't know about.

Mr. Christison: Operation Connection could be an expression of
response to the Manifesto or to the whole issue. It could be a church
stance and probably ought to be rather tham a program stance.

Dr. Hunter: Marc's analysis can be helpful to us in getting back to
what the necessary and future function of Operation Connection should be.
The analysis tells us that the national crisis, a product of racial in-
justice, has two fronts, the white front and the black front and, there-
fore, we have to carry on two campaigns. 1 see some good effects that
could be swept away by the ill effects. I think the Manifesto is going
to set loose a new investment by the white community in the black com-
munity which would have been much greater than we would have produced
without it, where IFCO or some successor body will have to be the brokers.
There is also the necessity that the white community has to organize its
own life so that it will be able to develop and offer a relationship to
the black community and other minorities that will enable this to become
a land of equal opportunity. This is where the special vocation of Opera-
tion Connection has been manifest. Therefore, what kind of ongoing struc-
tures are going to be needed? Something growing out of it is probably
needed, something of a coalition nature, to enable the front in the white
community to become more operative nationally than it is -- either a re-
juvenated, resurrected IFCO must arise, or something else, to carry out
the functions of IFCO, is what will be needed.

The meeting adjourned for a half hour for lunch, after which the
discussion continued.

Bishop Crowther; We are now at a point where provision must be made
for solution-making facilities. People are demanding to know what they
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can do. We need a positive action program. Operation Connection has

not become a part of the problem but rather a part of the solution-making
process. Any opposition which does not take into account the need to
keep this going would be very unfortunate.

Rabbi Tanenbaum: In a sense, to speak to the affirmative effect that
Dr. Wilson and I were discussing -- the uses and abuses of the Manifesto
concept -- there is an awareness I had come to as a result of the solid
achievement prior to the Black Economic Development Conference. Many well
intended people in community after community are engaged in a piecemeal
operation around the subject of economic justice. The fundamental serious-
ness of the purpose in its national dimensions was an effort to bring be-
fore the nation an awareness, a radical conceptualization of the suffering
being countenanced. Forman dramatized that on its highest level. 1In a
sense, we are talking about alternatives open to Operation Connection as
an entity in itself, but also what it might represent symbolically in
terms of its constituency. A good case can be made for continuing city
by city piecemeal projects. These are extremely creative and useful ways
of using resources but the issue that should be examined is how to ad-
dress ourselves seriously to the problem beneath the rhetoric within the
Manifesto. Lobbies operating on the Washington scene for the appropria-
tions which will become unlocked from the military establishment would be
helpful in this respect. Can the religious communities, in addition to what
they can do in terms of their own situation, form a constituency to speak
to the funds unleashed by the end of a war to make the funds available
for human needs. A question would be how to march on Washington to create
an effective political impact. The next six to eight months will make the
difference in the White House, the Congress and the Senate.

Bishop Crowther: If we can survive with Operation Connection this
is the kind of thing we have to do.

Mr. Zatinsky: We have a very inadequate method of funding the organi-
zation. We are not sure there is an alternative approach. Dr. Spragg
indicated that his group would update its contribution, and apparently we
have no problem with the Methodists for this year. We need quick action
on some additional American Baptist Convention money, and the American Jew-
ish Committee monies can be handled. With these expectations we can, as a
minimum, work into the end of September and perhaps mid-October. The best
thing would be a sign-off date at the end of September with a final audit
on Denver and/or any other city which between now and then might be worked
out. All obligations will be paid, everything will be smoothly trans-
itioned and this would be the more responsible way of phasing out by the
end of September or mid-October.

The question then is, should be take any of this time between now and
the end of September to get together as an executive committee, special
committee, or what-have-you, to see if we should do something to determine
what is necessary to tool up for what proposition #4 would indicate. It
may be something beyond the scope of Operation Connection -- perhaps JSAC,
or something else. We should see what this tooling up would entail. We
ought to find out what would be involved in a Peoples Campaign type of
coalition and do some preparatory work on what would be required in taking
on a larger campaign, the mechanism for carrying through such a campaign,
ete. S i
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Bishop Crowther: It is apparent we can exist now until September or
October. Funds may very well be pried loose from Denver and this would
" be some indication of the use we have been in that city. 1 see the con-
tinuation of Operation Connection at several different levels:

1. In its present form it is serving a useful function. We are learn-

ing and sharing with the churches. This has some use.
with

2. From that it may well grow into something much bigger, which I am
in accord. If we can get basic support from the churches there is
no reason why we should not expect and anticipate some support at
least of a matching nature. 1 am more hopeful about the survival
into next year, the slack being taken up by the September and January
period. Perhaps by the next meeting we might have enough so that we
would not have to pronounce the last rites. I would like to keep that
option open.

- Bishop Hines: 1 would hope that the realities of the financial
standing would indicate it would survive even if it were only a forum for
inter-faith consultation, etc. If this group so wished I would be glad to
call a meeting of a special committee to take a look at all of this, and
the broad general state, in the light of the discussion which has gone on
here today and come back to the September meeting with reflections about
it and let's get to that meeting the responsible people who can deal with
it as well as any expertise we can bring in from the outside. I would,
therefore, feel we should continue to press outside sources for financial
aid and do our best to move toward 1970 and stay alive. We would, in
effect, say, '"This is where we are heading. We are pursuing other means
of financing and we will come back in September and take a new look."

Mr. Christison: No place have we spoken to the total effort. 1Is
there any merit in considering a fairly sophisticated, intensive program
of addressing in one comprehensive study all of the major areas, social
and economic, in the U.S., and coming up with a blueprint, or a model, of
what legislation is needed in quite precise terms to address ourselves to
a sixty million dollar program amnd then direct our efforts to getting
that program adopted. What would a model welfare program look like? What
is our particular and precise response to the priorities of this nation?
Let the Church act in a new role. The specific objective would be
achieved by a democratic process: what ought to be the role of the vari-
ous governments on the subject of housing and welfare and tie it in with
the subject of participation by all of the peoples in determining what
kind of programs they need and want and can have some determination over
the direction they go, not the least of which would be the enormous
voluntary organization resources in terms of educational facilities -- what
is the proper role of an educational institution -- hospitals -- all the
voluntary associations throughout the nation -- a real critique on the
whole subject. It would be very expensive and take the best minds in the
whole country, and might take several years. If the vision were big
enough we might all ‘go for it.

Dr. Hunter: I don't think we have to conduct such a study because
there are several quite far along. The Randolph Freedom Budget is one,
even though it needs study and updating. And there are others.
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Mr. Christison: But I'm talking about actually writing the legis-
lation. 2

Dr. Hunter: Several Congressional programs are already written but
not activated. Much work of this type has taken place. The churches have
never organized themselves to get behind any viable expression of this
planning. A proposal that the churches organize themselves to provide
the base for proper response is needed.

Rabbi Tanenbaum: What is implicit is that really a response to what
the whole Forman thing represents symbolically is not the only option
available to us. I feel we can find ourselves short-circuiting the need
Forman is trying to dramatize for us. With respect to sponsoring a con-
sultation, bringing together all the authors of proposals, etc., for ex-
ample, in 1957 we had an inter-faith effort on foreign aid and trade.
3,000 people were brought together in Washington. It dramatized a concern
about the problem. Then local constituencies were brought in to get com-
mitments on specific legislation and then a rather extensive foreign aid
bill was passed in the next session of Congress. If we take seriously
the issues implied we have really to gear up to focus on a situation
which can result in the maximum impact.

Dr. Hunter: The big question is how do the churches and synagogues
get something like this going? The coalitions which have come into being
thus far have only come into being because of crises.  The only other
way I can see such a coalition coming into being is perhaps through the
concerted coalesced leadership of maybe 8 or 10 national religious
leaders. 1If 8 or 10 such leaders became convinced of the necessity of
a coalition and decided to bind themselves together to bring this to pass
they might be able to shock the religious community into doing it. But
how do you get them started? At the present time I don't believe our
churches see this in relation to that enormity.

Dr. Wilson: This is a way the churches could move out in a positive
way. The churches might come together around something like the soil, or
land back. I would hope that out of this would come something worthwhile,
a - massive move to let Congress know they are the servants of the people,
and we should express our demands. They are there to do the things that
are in the best interest of this country. If we are not willing to do
this we will be going around in circles.

Dr. Spitz: With real appreciation for the kind of thing that has
happened in Denver and Detroit, I would like to express two hopes:

1. That we find out how we can make sure that what good things
have occurred will be continued some way or other. Maybe it
isn't possible. Perhaps it always has to be an outside voice;
if it doesn't, we should provide for this continuity.

2. A multiplication pf this kind of effort is necessary. Would we
"ever be able to staff up to the point where we could have staff
in a number of situations?
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If the program continues as it has existed my people would be
interested in answers to those two questions.

Now, with regard to 1970 Operation Connection, I hope you will con-
vene some kind of committee, Bishop Hines, which will make recommendation
back to the participating groups. To that kind of effort, to which I
would give high priority, would Operation Connection be the kind of or-
ganization through which the objectives could be carried out? We hope
not only to be able to produce statements, but to become actually involved.
The Lutheran Council would want to know whether it should be asked to
put its money in one basket or to divide the money into two or more bas-
kets. Perhaps Operation Connection is at least a forum in which respon-
sible people within the religious groups can discover and agree on the ‘
kind of directions they want this legislative effort to take.

Bishop Crowther: The idea of training other Denvers is tremendously
feasible. However, and I hate to bring in a personal note, but such
people as we are facing real questions: I have a family and I have no
other income. Come July, that gives us only two more months, and it
could end at the end of September. Can Operation Conmection survive
from financial crisis to financial crisis?

Dr. Spitz: If there is no indication of additional revenue coming
before the first of July I don't see how we can do anything else respon-
sibly than to ask our staff to look for other positionms.

The staff, all three of them, have for us and in our behalf, learned
a great deal about process, but whatever benefit there has been in the
learning which they have had from their experience, I hope there is some
way of sharing it with us so that we can share it for what it is worth.

It should be noted that Mr. Zatinsky has voluntarily gone of half
salary, Mr. Kidder is unpaid, and Bishop Crowther took the executive
directorship in good faith, at which time he was forced to resign his
work at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutionms.

Dr. Hunter: Would it be out of order to apply pressure on the two
who did not come through on their pledges? The NCC never made a commitment
but they voted in favor of the plan for this year. They have a moral re-
sponsibility for some kind of participation in this budget. But it might
not hurt to try the other two groups and I would be glad to approach both
bodies. .

Mr. Zatinsky: I believe a little arm twisting would be.in order.
Commitments were made and we have a difficult situation now. I believe
they should be reminded of what transpired.

Bishop Hines: The Presbyterian Church South has said definitely
that they cannot come up with their $5,000.

Dr. Hunter: Yes, but John Anderson is a moral man and should be
confronted with a moral commitment.
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Rabbi Tanenbaum: I'm unclear about where we stand. Are we asking
for the continuation down through the end of the program year? 1 had
- a sense that there was some possibility of continuing for a year beyond
this.

Bishop Hines: Operation Connection 1970 would be contingent on a
special committee wrestling with certain aspects of it. The problem now
is what to do about our financial commitments for '69 -- how to get that
accomplished and what to tell our staff.

Mr. Christison: I cannot go beyond the present commitment which I
enunciated today. I think the staff has to look at the situation as it
is right now, make more contacts, see what can be done with the Roman
Catholics, and shortly come to a decision.

Dr. Hunter moved and Mr. Christison seconded the following motion,
which was carried unanimously:

That we adopt a two-fold strategy today: to try to do
one or both of two things: to get $30,000 from the denomi-
nations that did not renew their pledges before the end of
June and/or approach some new sources (which might include
present contributions) for $30,000, and if it is forthcoming
from either or both of these sources by the end of the month
we are in business for the rest of the year. If we fail to
get it, then on July 1 we go on notice of closing down as of
the end of September. However, if some new money is assured
we will then decide on July 1 if and when the program will
close down.

Mr. Nesmith: 1Is this model one we want to replicate on a broad
scale across the country? Do we move out of IFCO, ignore whatever pro-
cesses aid us, pull back from JSAC? Can we correlate our Denvers to the
above already existing channels? I am not sure there is a lasting com-
mitment. Our commitment was particularly to an interfaith set-up. This
nation needs for the religious community to coalesce more than we have
ever done before. Whatever amount of time we have left, whether to July
or September, that time should be spent in appraising what Operation
Connection could do as an inter-faith action on a national level. We have
to make JSAC, IFCO, etc. operate on the Denver scene or get out of them.
I think a good answer to what our relationship ought to be would help us
best to respond in 1969.

Dr. Hunter: This applies to '70 because we have made a moral commit-
ment for '69 and I believe we should push for that.

Mr. Nesmith: I have a question for the staff: Can there be some
balancing of priorities?--What model of action might be appropriate for
us to pursue that would provide a basis for reflection on whether or not
we will be in operation in 1970?

Rabbi Tanenbaum: One concern we need to face, in terms of trying to
move to the level of scouting out of a series of program designs. -- A

Tikawo.
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very important factor in that for me is that involved in the inter-faith
aspect of this is one which has to be faced by those in the Protestant
community. The Roman Catholic and Jewish communities' response has to
do with the fact that both communities have had this situation of priority
in their communal life. The Roman Catholics are in a crisis now about
education. They arggggared to supporting the symbolic than the actual.
The same is true in the Jewish communities.-

Mr. Christison: The question is, can you add it all up and make
anything out of it? I would hope that the chairman would have the patience
to continue to lend leadership to this group and out of it could come
some development for 1970.

Bishop Hines: I will be glad to name a special committee to work on
a consultation for 1970.

Mr. Nesmith: We need to test the interest and capacity of the staff
in proposing potential models for moving on a national priority question
with some feedback by mid-summer. This would be part of the process of
the new committee's involvement by the time of a September meeting.

Rabbi Tanenbaum: However the finances work out in relation to the
September meeting, might it not be a more profitable use of that meeting
if we could schedule into that agenda, and allow enough time with some
person or persons who have real competence in this field, to bring in a
small group to participate with us in a discussion of the question so we
could have some exposure to the problem. This would be helpful to build
into the program. '

Mr. Nesmith: The critical issue is not to get economists' views re
budget. The critical question is not whether we need X number of billions
in housing more or less, but how we, in terms of our philosophy, are going
to move on the problem. '"Government is a decisional body, not a productive
body."

There was agreement that the Chairman, with the staff's help, would
get a committee together for a September meeting.

Mr. Zatinsky reported that for regularizing the revenue status of
Operation Connection the following motion would be in order:

To approve the substitution of the word "opportunities' for the
word "power" in the Articles of Association (III) and to approve
the necessary amendment of the Articles to accomplish such substi-
tution, and otherwise to approve any further amendments of form in
the Articles of Association, By-laws and literature of Operation
Connection to secure approval of the Internal Revenue Service of
its exempt status.

The motion was made by Mr. Christison, seconded, and carried.

The.meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY

3080 BROADWAY
NEW YORK. N.Y 10027

June 13, 1969

Dear Colleague:

During the past year, Edward Gershfield lectured to the Ontario
Region on the question of the Yom Tov Sheni and Agunah question.
Seymour Siegel spoke to the Washington Region on the Ethics of
Heart Transplants and Shalom Paul addressed the Chicago Region
on matters of Biblical scholarship.

- Each of these assemblies was received with great enthusiasm by
members of the various regions who had the opportunity to partic-
ipate in them and each of them was made possible through the good
offices of Bernard Mandelbaum. '

. Several years ago, Rabbi Mandelbaum offered to arrange for a mem-
ber of the faculty to address regions at a Kallah. It is proposed
now that a program be drawn up whereby three to four regions each
year would be offered the opportunity to take advantage of this
arrangement, and in the course of a three year period, all existing
regions would have shared in the benefit of a program of study under
the sponsorship of the Seminary faculty.

Since we are making arrangements now for the coming years, we would
appreciate hearing from leaders or members of the respective regions
when they might anticipate having a Kallah during the coming year
and what areas of Jewish study they would want to concern themselves
with. You will learn shortly of a proposal at a recent Executive
Committee meeting concerning regional discussion of the Yom Tov
Sheni question. :

May I urge that each region arrange to hold at least a one day
meeting devoted to the Teshuva, and I would appreciate hearing
from you the results of these discussioens.

Sincerely,

fzra M. Finkelstéin
Chairman on Regions
EMF: lw '



RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

June 11, 1969

MINUTES
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

PRESENT: Rabbis Jerome Bass, Max Davidson, Gilbert M. Epstein, Ezra Finkelstein,
Theodore Friedman, Joel Geffen, Simon Glustrom, Mordecai Halpern,
Harry W. Katchen, Wolfe Kelman, Jacob Kraft, Pesach Krauss,
Benjamin Kreitman, Saul Leeman, S. Gershon Levi, Murray Levine,
Jerome Lipnick, Judah Nadich, Ludwig Nadelman, Stanley Rabinowitz,
Nathan Reisner, Max J. Routtenberg, Sidney Shanken, Ralph Simon,
Philip. Spectre, ~ Joseph Sternstein, Saul I. Teplitz,
Moshe J. Tutnauer, Mordecai Waxman.

--------------- - e e S e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Budget Committee: Ralph Simon

The proposed 1969-1970 budget was reviewed. It was suggested that the
expense item listed as '"salaries" be amended to read "salaries, including pension,
housing allowance, insurance, etc." .

The budget, as amended, was approved.

Israel Foundation: Ralph Simon

Since the previous meeting of the Executive Council which had
authorized the President to negotiate and conclude arrangements for the formation
of the Israel Foundation, the following agreements have been reached.

Structure: The Board of Directors of the Israel Foundation will consist
of four representatives of the Rabbinical Assembly, four representatives of the
United Synagogue, two representatives of Women's League, two representatives of the
Seminary, two representatives of the World Council of Synagogues. The Rabbinical
Assembly delegates are Rabbis Myron Fenster, Ralph Simon, Stanley Rabinowitz, and
Mordecai Waxman. The first meeting will be held in August 1969.

Executive Director: This position must be held by a member of the
Rabbinical Assembly, and will be filled through the normal placement channels of
the Rabbinical Assembly, with the Placement Commission recommending candidates to
the Board of Directors of the Israel Foundation. The Board will elect the
Executive Director who will then be responsible only to it.

Funding: The Israel Foundation will be funded by part of the proceeds of
the newly revised Building Spiritual Bridges - Klal Yisrael Fund campaign. This
campaign will be carried out by the USY groups in the various synagogues, with
the cooperation of the rabbis and congregations. The merger of these two projects
will provide for a broader, more meaningful campaign with which the younger and
older generations can identify. It is anticipated that the first year's campaign
will raise at least $100,000, which is far more than the individual campaigns
raised in the past.

The Rabbinical Assembly representatives on the BSB-Klal Yisrael Fund are
Rabbis David Clayman, Myron Fenster and Hillel Friedman.
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In order to guarantee the continuation of existing commitments in
Israel which have been recipients of funds from the BSB or the Klal Yisrael
Fund, a system of priorities in allocations has been agreed upon:

The first $7,000 raised will be used to engage a part-time director
for the campaign, prepare program material, provide field services, etc. 25%
of this amount will be returned to the USY regions which have participated in the
campaign, to be used for the USY Isracl program and scholarship purposes.

The next $50,000 is earmarked for the Student Center in Jerusalem;
again 25% of this amount will be returned to the USY regions.

The next $20,000 is earmarked for the Klal Yisrael Fund.

All funds over and beyond these priorities will be divided equally
among the Seminary, the Rabbinical Assembly and the United Synagogue. The
Seminary and the United Synagogue have agreed to return 257 of their share to
ti:e USY. The Rabbinical Assembly will use 25% of its share for youth work in
Israel.,

Purpose and scope: The purpose of the Israel Foundation is to
coordinate the activities of the Conservative movement in Israel. Each of the
constituent groups retains control over its own projects, and may initiate new
ones. No partner in the Foundation may veto the activities of another. Each
partner may choose to call upon the Executive Director for advice or assistance,
and it is hoped that eventually, with the growth of confidence in the Foundation
and in its Director, individual projects may be turned over to the Israel
Foundation. Hopefully, the Foundation will enable us to work together in some
areas, while working independently in others.

The Israel Region of the Rabbinical Assembly will serve as an
advisory body to the Foundation and its Director.

The Executive Council unanimously voted to approve the arrangements
made for the constitution of the Israel Foundation, the structure of its Board
of Directors, and the choice of an Executive Director. It further unanimously
approved the merger of the BSB and Klal Yisrael Fund into one campaign, and the
schedule of fund allocations. Finally, it unanimously expressed a vote of thanks
to the President for his endeavors in these matters.

Conservative Congregation in Ashkelon: Philip Spectre

Rabbi Spectre, who serves as rabbi of this congregation, had arrived
from Israel the day before the Executive Council meeting. He presented a brief
report about the congregation which was formed three years ago by a group of
Israelis, with the assistance of Moshe Cohen, a member of the Rabbinical Assembly,
who lives in Ashkelon.

The town has a population of 40,000; the congregation has a membership
of 100 families. mostly wage-earners, coming from a variety of countries of
origin (including sabras). There are 130 members in the youth group; 600
attended High Holiday services. The congregation had no rabbi until this past
year, when the Klal Yisrael Fund and the United Synagogue enabled Rabbi Spectre
to take the position.
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As a community-centered synagogue holding "family" services
(mixed seating), the. congregation has had good press coverage during the year,
An American donor is willing toprovide funds toward a building, but it has been
extremely difficult to obtain land from the .city. Only recently, however, the
municipality did agree to provide land for a synagogue.

The Executive Council expressed its .warm appreciation to Rabbi and
Mrs. Philip Spectre for their efforts and achievements in Ashkelon.

It was suggested that -all Rabbinical Assembly members be sent a
listing of Conservative synagogues and projects in Israel, :to be publicized
within their congregations, so that tourists may visit them. This suggestion
will be implemented for next year.

Rabbinical Assembly Shikkun: Ralph Simon

Under the chairmanship of Aaron Wise, a committee in Israel is
negotiating for land on which to build a Rabbinical Assembly housing project of
some 20 - 25 units which will be available for rental -- not for sale -- for
‘varying periods of time, The units will have one, two or three bedrooms; the
projected rentals will be between $175 - $225 a month.

The committee has recommended that the Kabir Architectural and
Engineering Firm be engaged to design the plans, supervise construction, obtain
all necessary permits, and in general see the project through its completion.

. The estimated expenditure for the shikkun is $350,000-$450,000, which -
can be raised from two sources: -

a) . An initial investment from Rabbinical Assembly trust funds,.
repayable at 67 interest;

b) Debentures purchased by Rabbinical Assembly members, repayable at
67%. The investors would enjoy priority. in renting apartments. It is anticipated
that with 75% occupancy, the project should bring in 10% of the cost of invest-
ment, which will be used to pay the 67 interest charges and help amortize the
loan.,

The Executive Council voted to authorize the President, in consultation
with colleagues in Israel, to commit a sum not to exceed $3500 for initial studies,
projections and blueprints preliminary to the construction of the R.A. Shikkun. -

Committee on Jewish Law-and_Staﬁdards:m Benjamin Kreitman

The yom tov sheni responsum announced at the. 1969 Convention, which
makes the observance of the second days of the. Festivals optional rather than
required, will shortly be supplemented by additional responsa now being written.:

Several members present expressed their regret that 'the responsum
regarding yom tov sheni was publicized before guidelines were available. It
was felt that rabbis should be provided with literature including all the
opinions on the subject, suggesting ways of implementing the decision to do
away with .the second day if that is the ‘decision of the rabbi and congregation,"
and also providing guidelines for enhancing the observance of the second day .
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should it be decided to retain it. One must not underestimate the importance
of the responsum which leaves each rabbi and congregation free to observe or not
observe the second day, as this-involves the Hebrew luah which has occupied,
historically, an important position in Judaism. :

A cpecial conference on the subject of yom tov sheni had been anounced
at the 1969 Convention. The importance of such-a conference was recognized, to
discuss the social and philosophical implications of the decision for the entire
fabric of Conservative Judaism, and to explore ways of implementing the responsum
in a creative manner within each congregation. However, the Committee on Jewish
Law and Standards has requested that this conference be postponed until all the
material could be prepared. The Committee has invited the participation of all
members of the Rabbinical Assembly who wish to submit written opinions and
comments. '

It was suggested that the entire question be discussed within the
various Rabbinical Assembly regions and congregations, as this was a decision
that had to be resolved locally. The members of the Comservative congregations
are quite confused about the question of yom tov sheni, and are seeking guide-
lines. ' : ;

Other members present felt that a conference at which the Rabbinical
Assembly members could study the implications of the responsum collectively, and
could contribute ideas and suggestions for its implementation, should precede
congregational discussions.

"In reply to a question about reopening the question of yom tov sheni,
it was explained that while a decision of the Committee on Jewish Law and
Standards may not be debated at a Convention, if enough members of the Rabbinical
Assembly do not like a particular decision, they may introduce a resolution at
a Convention to reopen the question, or may direct such a petition to the
Committee itself.

. A brief review of the development of the responsum was given., A
resolution of the 1967 Convention asked the Committee on Jewish Law and

Standards to reconsider the previous decision on yom tov sheni. The Committee
then met at least ten times and the minutes were circulated among the membership.
Various responsa were prepared, and their.opinions consolidated into one.

Rabbi Mordecai Halpern reportéd that since the 1969 Convention, ten
Conservative rabbis in Michigan have met twice and considered a ''phased with-
" drawal from yom tov sheni, and a series of implementations'". Finally, in a
full meeting of his own congregation, at which the question was discussed, the
responsum received a favorable reaction. Rabbi Halpern suggested that each
region of the Rabbinical Assembly discuss the issue in the light of local needs
and practices, that this be followed by discussions in the congregations, and
that the results of local discussions be brought to a conference or a
convention. '

The Executive Council unanimously voted to suggest to the Chairman
of the Convention Committee that a study session on yom. tov sheni be  scheduled
for the 1970 Convention. The President of the Rabbinical Assembly was asked
to note in one of his periodic Newsletters that the suggestions and opinions
‘of the members and regions are requested.  The Law Committee was asked to
collate all relevant material and distribute it to the membership.

— e .
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Committee on Community Service: Judah Nadich

The Chaplaincy Committee of the JWB reports that' the government has
reduced its request for Jewish chaplains to 80. However, only 53 chaplains
are available, as follows: Reform - .24; Orthodox - 22; Conservative - 7.

Faced with this problem, the heads of the three major rabbinic
groups met., It was discovered that, contrary to general belief, the Orthodox
had not done away with the chaplaincy requirements. ' In reality, 'only Yeshiva
University has done away with the compulsory chaplaincy. The Rabbinical
Council of America insists'that no rabbi be admitted to membership if he is
‘eligible for the chaplaincy and has not enlisted. . The Conservative movement"
is strongly urged to reopen the question for study at our next convention. The
Reform movement, which has been considering withdrawing from the compulsory
chaplaincy, will reconsider the question at its Houston Convention, to be held
in mid-June. - '

Rabbi Nadich reported that of the 24 men in the class of 1969, three
will enter the chaplaincy, 16 are being considered for community service posts,
and the remainder have not yet ' become members of the Rabbinical Assemhly,
The three men who volunteered for the chaplaincy are part of the Seminary's
'Sp&Clal program for the training of chaplalns

" Rabbi Nadich reminded the Executlve Council  that the Commis sion on
Community Service was constituted for a three-year period, at the expiration
of which period the Rabbinical Assembly was to decide whether to continue it,
modify it, or reinstate the previous system of compulsory chaplaincy. Such
a decision should be made at the 1970 Convention, since the three-year period
will be up during the year following, and the members of the graduating class
of the Rabbinical School should be apprlsed of our decision at the beginning
of their senior year (1970).

-The Executive Council authorized the President to appoint a special
committee, to include members of the Rabbinical Assembly, the students and the
faculty of the Seminary, to study the continuance of the Committee on
Community Service, with .special reference to the .chaplaincy.

World Jewish Congress: Wolfe Kelman- - ¢ o AR Apane AR e

Rabbi Kelman presented a brief report about his participation, on
behalf of the Rabbinical Assembly, in the meeting of the Governing Board of the
World Jewish Congress, which was preceded by his participation.in the Jewish
consultation with the World Council of Churches in Geneva.

The p:rpose of going to Geneva was to discuss with the leaders of the
World Council of Churches the question of Jerusalem, the Christian Holy Places,
and the Arab refugees. The latter question is on the agenda of the Council's
Executive meeting in August 1969. While Rabbi Kelman represented the Rabbinical
Assembly, there were two other members of the R.A. on the delegation: Marc
Tannenbaum of the American Jewish Committee, and Arthur Hertzberg who presented:
a paper. - Professor Shmaryahu Talmon of the Hebrew University read a paper on -
Jerusalem which stressed that the Bible did not find any incongruity between the
Jerusalem. of political reality and the holy Jerusalem shel ma'alah, a discrepancy
which appears to present some difficulties to Christian understanding..
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The Governing Board meeting of the World Jewish Congress disclosed
that the problem of Arab-propaganda .is much greater in Europe than in the
United States. The meeting was marked by a confrontation between some of the
Israel and diaspora representatives. The Israelis requested that during the
current crisis and for the foreseeable future the diaspora Jewish leaders
accept a moratorium on public expressions of opinion ' about Israel's
political stand. The diaspora representatives acknowledged the fact that the
Israelis, and not they, were bearing the loss of lives, but asked what channels
were available for them to express their wviews. Another question discussed
was whether Israel has a superior claim to authority over relations between
Jewish communities outside of Israel (e.g. between American and Russian Jewish
communities). .

The Governiug Board of the World Jewish Congress passed a resolution
reaffirming the support of the total world Jewish community of Israel's
insistence upon a contractually-arrived-at peace treaty.

1969 Convention Resolutions

As there was insufficient time for a full discussion and vote on these
resolutions at the 1969 Convention, they were referred to the Executive Council.
The Chairman of the Resolutions Committee has requested that they not be acted
upon, as they were designed to trigger a full scale discussion about the
Conservative movement, the synagogue, American and world Judaism.

Discussion centered about the value of acting upon these resolutions
without the broad participation of the membership who have not had the opportunity
to think through-and discuss the issues. It is regrettable that the Proceedings
of the Rabbinical Assembly, which are the historical annals of our movement,
will not include any resolutions in the 1969 volume, but one must accept the
fact that the Convention did not fully discuss nor adopt these resolutions.

The Executive Council voted to defer action on these resolutions,
and to pass them on to the new Convention Committee as a working paper It was
further suggested that the Convention Committee might wish to plan specific
sessions based on the proposed resolutions which would provide a springboard
for discussion. Each session might then end with the adoption of a resolution.

The Executive Council expressed its gratitude to Rabbi Jacob Neusner
for the efforts he and the Resolutions Committee had expended, and its regrets
that these resolutions could not be acted upon.

1970 Convention: Saul Teplitz

The Convention will be held April 5-9, 1970, at the Concord Hoter.
The Convention Committee is open to all program suggestions.

Joint Prayer Book Commission

This Commission has been reactivated under the chairmanship of
Max Routtenberg. The ten members of the commission, all Rabbinical Assembly
members, were appointed half by the R.A, and half by the United Synagogue.
Preparations are under way to revise the Sabbath and Festival Prayerbook.
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Our present contract with the Prayer Book Press has inhibited revision of
the text, but that contract expires in 1972 and the copyright then reverts
to the Joint Prayer Book Commission of the Rabbinical Assembly and the
United Synagogue.

1971 Convention

It was previously recommended that the 1971 Convention be held in
Jerusalem. A chairman will shortly be appointed.

The meeting was then adjourned.
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The American College in Jerusalem

CorrespoNDING OFFICE: 14 BET HAKEREM STREET
ONE EAST 42 STREET JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017

(212) MU 7-2570

June 9th 1969

Dear Colleague:

At our last convention a resolution was passed urging ali of our
men to encourage our college students to spend a year or more of
their college education in Israel. I have recently become assoc-
iated with The American College in Jerusalem, the newest institution
of higher learning in Israel. This college will afford an oppor-
tunity to a large number of American students to study in Israel

who othérwise would not have been able to do so becéuse of the
language barrier. All courses at The American College are taught

in English and Hebrew is a required course of study.

I need not tell you how great an impact a year or more in Israel
has on the young impressionable college student. I, therefore,
urge you to put the enclosed article in your synagogue Bulletin
and to use every means possible to influence your young people

to take advantage of this opportunity to study in Israel.

Any help or suggestions you can give me that will bring The

American College to the attention of the American Jewish community

will be greatly appreciated.

Your .41232
ednard J. Goldatein

Dean of Administration

P. S. Please put The American College on your synagogue mailing list.



The American College in Jerusalem

CORRESPONDING OFFICE: 14 BET HAKEREM STREET
ONE EAST 42 STREET JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017

(212) MU 7-2570

For Synagoque Bulletin:

ATTENTION ALL COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS

At last it's happened!

In Israel there's now a college which is conducted in the English
language.

This pioneering achievement now makes it possible for young people,
eager to study in Israel, to get their college education even though
they have not mastered Hebrew.

Chances are that when they have finished their studies they will have
learned Hebrew, for there are required courses in the language there
and you can't live in Israel without absorbing the language.

But the extraordinary happening is that because of the efforts of
those who have founded this school, known as The American College
in Jerusalem, higher learning is now possible for those who want to
take advantage of living and studying in Israel.

Founder and first president of the school is an imaginative savant,
Dr. Norman Greenwald, who was Professor of Political Sciemnce at
Brandeis and the College of the City of New York.

The school is now a year old with 100 young men and women enrolled.
There is an excellent faculty of American and Israeli scholars and
lovely facilities in Jerusalem.

An American office for the school is now headed by Leonard Goldstein, -
the Dean of Administration, at 1 East 42nd Street, New York City.
Dean Goldstein is taking applications for those interested. He

will send data if you write him. He will also be happy to hear from
members of the community who are interested in supporting a new
institution such as this.

At last it has happened!
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Notes on
Institutional Implications in Involvement of
Under-Forty Year Old Leadership.

Remarks by Will Katz at AJC Department Heads Meeting, 6/17/69.

1. These comments are focused on institutional and organiza-
tional implications only. (Program concerns are outside the

scope of this presentation.) Remarks are based on impressions and’
judgments derived from assessment of field reports, discussions
with_field staff and first-hand observations in the field.

A . Subject to be considered in two sections--(1) 30 to 40
year old age group and (2) the 20 to 30 group. Basic dlfference
between the two groups is that the first may be expected to giv
the agency skills and/or funds to help implement its concerns.
The second group is more likely to want to receive services and
other resources. Thus, each represents a different kind of
challenge, for the agency.

2 The AJC has always tried to encourage the participation of
30 to 40 year old leadership. 1In 1937, for example, approximately
30% of its top lay governing body were 40 years old or younger.
YOUTH may be' the fashion this year, but the interest has always
been with us.

In addition to the usual reasons for organizational con-
tinuity, AJC older leadership have encouraged involvement
of younger persons as their way of preserving Jewish identity and
survival.

. However, aside from these reasons, the development of younger
leadership is particularly necessary now for reasons arising out of
present-day American society and agency needs:

a. the 30 - 40 year old group is in general more likely to
understand and accept change, recognize where it is needed,
and work for it.

b. they are at ease with the fast-changing new technologies
which affect our daily lives and, more important, many young
Jews occupy career positions where their experience can be
helpful in using these technologies to affect changes in
matters of AJC concern.
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c. they tend to be "activists' and, thus, insofar as the
AJC may decide to adopt a policy of increased functional
services in local communities, they will be needed to
carry out such programs.

d. they may become increasingly important in our future
fund raising efforts. The day of the Jewish big giver
may be declining as family owned enterprises merge with
larger corporations and the next generation of Jewish
wealth comes from corporate salaries and stock options.
But if less Jews amass great wealth, a greater number
will probably enjoy above average incomes because of
their technical or professional training or for other
reasons. Thus, our fund raising may have to count on
smaller gifts from a greater number of givers. If so,
the 30 - 40 year old group will be the one we will have
to open up for this purpose.

e. lastly, there are just going to be more young people
in the future American population and the 30 - 40 year
old group will increase in influence for demographic
reasons alone.

But--there are also other areas where I believe we need to

clarify our thinking and directions regarding the 30 - 40 year old
leadership group:

a. There is a tendency, as I hear ‘it from laymen, to
regard this matter simplistically as a YOUTH vs AGE
kind of stereotype. They talk of recruitment of young
people as an end in itself, as if youth per se were some
special form of talent.

We should be clear that when we talk about "YOUTH"
we are only using a shorthand symbol for those who are
ready to see the need for change in the agency and will-
ing to offer their time, skills and funds to help bring
it about. The true differential, and the criteria for
selection of leadership in this regard, should be based
on individual perceptions, abilities and resources in the
readiness to accept change. This is what makes one man
60 years young and another 30 years old!

b. There has been a significant increase in the number
of chapter chairmen and chairmen of chapter standing
committees who are under 40, some even under 35. But
to an unknown extent, the emergence of so many young
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leaders is being counter-balanced, it seems, by the with-
- drawal, or at least the absence, of older leaders. We
could be much happier with the presence of so many young
people at the last Annual Meeting if they represented an
addition to the AJC stalwarts who used to attend in the
past. Few of the younger chapter leaders have yet shown
the ability or the willingness to support the agency
financially in amounts that could replace the potential
loss of gifts from "older" AJC'ers. Nor, despite their
activism, have they yet attained the civic influence
and prestige some of their elders possess which can be
used to affect changes in community "establishment' circles.

(1) The trend toward younger leadership is

not simply the outcome of our direct efforts,
there are demographic reasons, of course.

But, institutionally it is more often the con-
verse result of our having placed increased
emphasis in chapter programming on direct
action in contrast to the functions of catalyst
or "bridge'", and on "visibility" in contrast

to working ''behind the scenes'.

With this emphasis, we are attracting younger
people who enjoy getting involved in direct ser-
vices with specific objectives and limited scope.
This is fine! But, we have failed to see these
developments in relation to our entire organiza-
tional system. I believe we have been over-
absorbed in these activities to the neglect of
other approaches to the same issues which are
more likely to attract the interest of older
members so that they, too, can feel the agency
needs them to do their share in the way they can
be most effective.

For example, field staff report that the attitude
of most chapter members in major cities toward
urban issues ranges from apathy to near

hostility. This is true for members in all

age groups, but particularly affects those over
50. Yet, we are doing relatively little about it.

We used to devote a good deal of staff time to
membership education activities. This was an
operational result of the way we have viewed
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the membership. We felt that informed members

who were respected in the community, even if

they were not active in chapter programs, could
play important roles as individuals in influencing
and changing attitudes among their peers in the
course of their normal business, civic and social
associations. This added meaning and purpose for
AJC members who did not choose to be '"active'.
Many of them were older people.

Secondly, we are not calling often enough upon

key individuals of stature for the help they can
give. In major AJC efforts in the past, we went to
older, top leadership for counsel, ideas and action
on a highly targeted basis. Sometimes staff and
laymen met with such people one-by-one for a series
of individual interviews. Regardless of the results,
this gave the older leaders a sense that we needed
them.

This kind of work is time consuming and requires

the highest interpretative skills. It means dealing
with men who may not be as easily approachable as the
younger men. It often leads to no directly wvisible
results.

From a long range, institutional viewpoint, however,
the results may show up later in a gift to our supple-
mentary campaign or through attendance at the Annual
Meeting. But unless the agency shows a more affirma-
tive sensitivity to these aspects, and clarifies its
institutional expectations from functional activities,
field staff will continue to deploy a greater pro-
portion of their time on those activities which involve
younger leadership only since this is where their
efforts receive recognition.

The point here is that in working with younger people
we have drifted away from previous operating styles
without thoroughly examining where we need to change
and what we should give up.

(2) Secondly, as we work more and more with younger
adults, I think we will find a strong challenge to
sharpen our procedures for educating and indoctrin-
ating this group in AJC strategies and techniques,



on the one hand, and to become more receptive to
learning from them on the other.

Whatever operational concepts we adopt as agency style,
members will have to be familiar with these ideas.
Younger members may offer innovative and more daring
viewpoints, while they do not seem particularly inter-
ested in learning from the past experience of others.
They are eager to offer their own beliefs, but do not
listen easily to institutionalized counsel. We will
have to be sure and confident in urging our own AJC
positions while reacting to and learning from theirs.

i The 20 - 30 year old group represents a somewhat different
picture. There are relatively few AJC members of this age and they
fall roughly into two categories. Both look to the agency for some
kind of service or assistance. One consists mostly of college

age or post-college children of older members. They look to AJC, if
at all, for informational material with which to write term papers,
etc. (Perhaps, if we invested the effort to talk with some of them,
we may find they could be helpful in implementing programs we de-
velop on college campuses).

The second category of members in this group includes only a
handful of young people who may possibly represent forerunners of
things to come. They have clearly defined objectives of their own
and have their Jewish organizational roots elsewhere. They come
to the AJC either to secure funds, expertise or endorsement for
their own objectives or to "infiltrate'" the Jewish "establishment'.

In working with this category, the AJC must decide how broad
and eclectic it wishes to become.

WK/ sw




R " Cd{{/rf;pfyffﬁa
coPy rr

cc: Mr. Milton Zatinsky

June 18, 1969

The Most Rev. Joseph L. Bernardin
U.S. Catholic Conference

1312 Messachusetts Avenue N. W,
Washington, D.C. 20005

‘Dear Bishop Bernardin:

As a consequence of my attendance at the meeting of the Executive
Committee of Cperation Connection last week I am constrained to share
with you a concern about the work of that organization during the latter
part of this year. 1 believe I am correct in saying that all of us who were
in attendance shared very positive reactions to the work being undertaken
currently by the new Executive Director, the Right Reverend C. Edward
Crowther and his associates, Mr. George H. Kidder and Mr. Miiton
Zatinsky. The considerable documentation presented pertaining to the
work in Denver provided an impressive story and a first-rate example
of the kind of unique linkage service which Operation Connc* ° - was or=
ganized to provide. There is a considerable short-fall i« vne
budget for 1969 which could cause the program to end on Septemoer 30
and which is the focus o1 my concern.

I remember being present -t a solemn meeting of the Executive Com=
mittee when we determined whetner to hold Operation Connection to its
original eight or nine month plan. to continue the operation on the same
scale for the year 1959 or to .dopt an expanded two-year program. Care
dinal Wright was representad at that meet:ng oy Father Higgins. I* was
unanimously zgread that the sccond of these iaree possibilities .. * Lo
endorsed and tha. Operation Connection shou:s continue its same limited
program on the 3. e budzet Jor the year 15¢9. The decision to do this
was unanimous, . .:dugh when it came to committing funds Jor 1969 cer-
tain members p. :sent did so while others were unable to dc so and indi~
cated that a report would be forthcoming at a« later date. Father Higgins
was one of those who gave general approval to the decision but was not
able to commit his organization financially for 1969.
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The Most Rev. Joseph L, Bernardin
Washington, D, C, 20005
June 18, 1969

Page Two

On the strength of this action a new Executive Director was hired for
the year 1969 and the program undertaken. With no indications to the con=
trary it was expected that the participating organizations would continue to
back the program in 1969 at the same scale as in 1968, All have done so
with the exception of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S, and the United
States Catholic Conference. The payments from these two sources in 1968
were: Presbyterian U.S., $5,000; U.S.C.C., $25,000,

To date $32.000 have been contributed in 1969 from the United Presby=-
terian Church, the United Church of Christ, the Episcopal Church, the
Lutheran Church in America and the American Baptist Convention. Addi-
tional pledges which we are assured will be paid will provide a total of
$17,500 from The Urited Methodist Church, the United Church of Christ,
the Lutheran Church in America and the American Jewisn Committee,

With a balance at the beginning of the year in the amount of $6, 500 this
brings our total expectation for 1969 to $56,000. Even after cutting expen=
ses drastically, with Mr. Zatinsky going on half salary, although working
full time, the entire operation must be closed down on September 30 unless
additional funds are found. Our concern about this eventuality relates not
only to the program but to the contractual and moral responsibility which
we undertook when we persuaded Bishop Crowther to leave the Center in
Santa Barbara and work for us for 2 period of one year. In response to
this concern the Executive Committee last week voted to explore other
sources of funds during the month of June,to reapproach the Presbyterian
Church U.S. and the U,S,.C, L., and by July 1 to take whatever action was
required for the remainder of 1569 ag a result ol our fiscal situation. If
Operation Connection is able to continue throughout 1669 the Executive
Committee at its next meeting will then face the question of operating dure
ing 1970.

Remembering the healthy involvement of the U. S, C. C. in Operation
Connection during 1968 I am wondering if there is any possibility of suppori=
ing the 1969 budget on a reduced scale to the end that the organization might
be able to continue its program and meet its commitments for this calendar

. year, If it were possible for you to make a contribution of $10,000 for this
year I am hopeful that, with other income, Operation Connection could finish
the year. Needless to say there will be no commitments made for 1970
which go beyond the funding promises in hand.

I am sure that you would wish me to share this concern with you despite
the financial limitations which restrict all ‘of us, and my personzl respect for
you has made it easier for me to do so. My very best to you in everything.

Cbr_dially.

Byl

‘David R. Huater
DRH:dp ' ‘
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OF B'NAI B'RITH

315 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

MEMORANDUM

To: . Samuel Dalsimer

From: Benjamin R. Epstein

Date: June 21, 1969

Subject: Consultation between members of the World Council of Churches

and Representatives of Jewry - Geneva, Switzerland May 27-30, 1969

This is a brief report of the Conference I attended in Geneva between
"Members of the World Council of Churches and Representatives of Jewry," o
May 27-30. This is the second such meeting, the first attended last year by
Alex Miller and Dr. Ernst L. Ehrlich, European Director of the International
Council of B'nai B'rith. Dr. Ehrlich has served with Gerhart M. Riegner of
the World Jewish Congress as the Jewish part of the secretariat. These
meetings are completely off-the-record.

The central theme of the conference was 'Jerusalem in the Christian and
- Jewish Traditions." There were two papers presented by Jewish spokesmen and
two by Christians. There was also a presentation and discussion of the topic,
"Religious Education and Prejudices,” as well as a report on "Human Rights and
Religious Liberty."

With respect to "Religious Education and Prejudices," the question raised
was how can scholars, Catholic and Protestant theologians, make changes in
doctrine unless the church makes these changes. It was pointed out that text-
books are only tools and that the theology that the teachers believe in has the
most important impact on what they teach.

Dr. David R. Hunter, who is Deputy General Secretary of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, emphasized that the tensions between
Christians and Jews go back to the historic role of anti-Semitism in Christianity.
If we are to move forward we must:-understand the basic conflict. We must study
how we can work together without expecting to remove basic theological differ-
ences. However, these differences should be played down so that each. side can
understand the other's views in an effort to build Christian-Jewish relations.

The President of the Protestant Federation of France, Mr. Charles Westphal,
said that progress could not be made unless Christians recognize the anguish of
the past 2,000 years and Christian responsibility. Only then can Christians
learn about Jews and develop a meaningful relationship. Dr., Hunter indicated
that Christian theology is changing and he expressed the hope that Jewish the-
ology will, too. He added that at an ADL sponsored meeting in Atlantic City
last year he stated that theology was most important but now he feels that the
teaching of children is of primary concern. I reported on our jointly sponsored
program with the Catholics, "The Image of the Jews" and made the point that
information about Jews helps to reach better understanding and urged that similar
programs be considered by the Protestant churches.

SAMUEL DALSIMER ; BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN

Matienal Chairman R MNaticnal Directar
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The papers which related to the subject of religious education and preju-
dices were presented by Pastor Anker Gjerding and Dr. Hunter and are available
should you wish to see them.

The central theme of the conference related to Jerusalem and the papers
by the Christians were "Jerusalem - Viewed from the Christian West," by
Professor A. Denis Baly, of Kenyon College Ohio, and "Jerusalem in Christian
Tradition,"” by Dr. John Karawidopulos, Professor of Theology at the University
of Thessaloniki in Greece. (Professor Karawidopulos could not obtain permis-
sion fro? the Greek government to attend the conference and his paper was read
for him.

The first paper emphasized the Christian Holy places, the importance of
Jerusalem historically in the Crusades and the role of the various Christian
sects in Jerusalem. Dr. Baly's paper urged that Jerusalem should become
"negotiable"” and hoped for some kind of separate administration of a neutral
character in which Jews, Muslims and Christians would be equally represented.

The paper by Dr. Karawidopulos centered on the theological role in Chris-
tian religious tradition making the point that Jerusalem is not so much
", . . an historical place but a theologic concept" which he described as
"Jerusalem in the heavens." This "new Jerusalem' is the goal of all creation.
It is the metropolis of a new earth and of a new heaven." He pointed out that
to the orthodox church the historic earthly city of Jerusalem remains the
"holy land" but that the heavenly Jerusalem is the object of theological expec-
tations.

Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg of the United States presented an excellent paper
in which he stressed "that the preservation of the Jewish spirit is the funda-
mental purpose for which modern Israel was conceived and created. He dramatic-
ally portrayed the significance of Israel and Jerusalem to the Jews of the
world as the hope of "continuity" for the Jewish people. The depth of the
emotion which Israel evokes among Jews and the relationship between Jews and
Israel since biblical times has occupied a central role in the hopes and dreams
of all Jews. He stressed the part that Jerusalem plays in the daily prayers
of Jews calling for the rebuilding of Jerusalem, pointed out that all synagogues
are constructed in such fashion that they face toward Jerusalem and that the
silent devotions call for the rebuilding of the city. He presented a lengthy
historical review showing that Jews have always lived in Jerusalem and that even
in modern times they have been the largest religious group in the city. It was
his contention that "a viable Jewish people in the land is indispensable to the
survival of the Jewish spirit in our age." He made the point that all of
Jerusalem as a city is indivisible and is central to the Jewish religious tradi-
tion.

- The second paper by a Jewish representative, "The Significance of Jerusalem
in the Biblical Period," by Professor Shemaryahu Talmon, Professor of Bible,
Institute of Jewish Studies, Hebrew University in Jerusalem, was an historic and
scholarly analysis of the role of Jerusalem in the 0ld Testament as the holy
city of Judaism. His biblical studies pointed up the 2,000 references to
Jerusalem in the 0ld Testament and stressed that "Jerusalem is expected to be-
come & place of worship for every individual human being, Jewish and non-Jewish -
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alike." In contrast to the Christian concern about holy places, he stressed
that ". . .the whole circumference of the City of Jerusalem is held holy by
Jews." Professor Talmon delivered his paper with dramatic and colorful elabo-

rations which were not in the prepared text. It was a brilliant presentation
and was the only paper which evoked a burst of applause, when he concluded.
It is our hope that the various American Jewish agencies present will jointly
publish Professor Talmon's paper after he has edited it to include his extem-
poraneous remarks.

One of the most dramatic statements was made by the Rev. Peter Schneider,
Secretary of the Ecumenical Theological Research Fraternity in Israel, who
said that there should be no reason for Christian objection to the Jewish
sovereignty over Jerusalem. He pointed out that it should not be difficult for
Christians to understand Jerusalem as a Jewish city in a Jewish state for that
is the way it was in the time of Jesus.

At this point in the discussions, Dr. Elfon Rees Permanent Representative
in Europe and advisor for Refugee Affairs of the World Council of Churches in
Geneva, made the statement that the World Council is under great pressure from
Christian churches in the Middle East to say something about the injustices
done to the Arab refugees by the Israelis. He spoke at some length on this
problem. The statement created what was almost an uproar among the Jewish rep-
resentatives. The expressions of resentment of a statement that would be only
on behalf of Arabs without reference to Israeli problems was characterized as
unfair and would create a serious problem for Jewish-Protestant relations.

In response to the point made that this would make more difficult rela-
tions between Jews and Protestants and that he should respond to Jewish concerns
as well as Arab pressure, Dr. Rees said Jews do not have churches in the Middle
East which are members of the World Council. The discussion was continued on
the second day of the Conference and Rees withdrew from his original position
by saying that the matter was under consideration, that no decision had been
reached, and that this would be taken up at the Executive Committee meeting
of the World Council in August.

Dr. Hunter supported the Jewish position. He was countered by Dr. Baly
who said that just as there is a Jewish '"rage" there is Arab "rage" to which
they must listen.

Another interesting development was the presentation by the Russian orthodox
representative, Father Vitaly Borovei, who is associate director of the Secre-
tariat of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches.

He said that the basic idea of theology and dogma will never change but that
real Christians cannot be anti-Semitic. He saw a need for more dialogue and
pointed out that the Russians feel Western churches are all pro-Israel.

Rev. Peter Schneider once again came to the support of the Jewish position
by stating that Israel has the right to exist, that Christians must recognize
the fact and must accept it. It was pointed out by Jewish representatives that
the Arab refugee problem cannot be dealt with alone but must be part of the
entire problem of Arab-Israeli peace.
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Dr. Rees stated that the World Council of Churches has tried to help get
Jews out of Egypt and has had some measure of success. He stated that the
World Council of Churches has never and will never question the right of Israel
to exist in security. 'We care for people, not places.” He said further "that
I don't give a damn about the nationality of the refugees. I am interested
only in the human problem."

Dr. Lukas Vischer, Director of the Secretariat of the Switzerland Commis-

sion on Faith and Order of the World Council then reported that the World
Council had had a meeting with Muslims--some 40 Muslims from various countries,
not only the Arab nations; a meeting for two days which was to have been a
theological discussion but became one of political issues in the Middle East.
He said it is impossible to have such a dialogue without talking about political
problems. The Muslims emphasized that no dialogue can be held without including
the problem of Palestine. They do not want Jews driven out but want a democratic
Palestine. They described the technological superiority of Israel as being made
possible by western powers and called this a form of colonialism.

The proposal was made that a three-way conference of Jews, Christians and
Muslims should be given serious consideration for a forthcoming meeting. There
ensued a discussion of Arab propaganda and activities throughout the world.
Several of the Jewish representatives supported mildly the possibility of a
three-way discussion.

It was pointed out. that a new department of Education will be established
at the World Council of Churches with Will Kennedy of the United States in
charge. The new department will cover general education, Christian education
and theological education.

_ The sub-committee on Religious Education and Prejudices brought in a series

of suggestions for concentration on this problem. It was proposed that emphasis
be placed on interreligious matters by working with the new department of Educa-
tion of the World Council of Churches; that there be close cooperation with the
International Consultative Committee of Christians and Jews on Education, headed
by the Rev. Wm. W. Simpson. (Dr. Ehrlich is a member of this committee); that
two kinds of books are needed--recommended books for primary and secondary
schools as well as references for teachers; that information be exchanged with
respect to the developments in this field in the various countries.

Dr. Vischer recommended that the meetings continue and that plans go forward
for a meeting in 1970. He further proposed that the tri-party proposal be
explored carefully.

The subject for the next meeting, recommended by the Steering Committee is,
"Religion, State and Society."” It was further recommended that this cover
separation of church and state as well as relations between religious communities
and the state. Additionally, it was recommended that the next meeting not be
completely off the record. It would not be open to the press, but some public
attention should be given to it.

It was agreed that the meeting would be held in Geneva. It was urged that
there be more exchange of information between the participants in the interim.
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The World Council of Churches would like to obtain broader representation from
the Eastern churches. The suggestion was made that the meeting be held in the
Fall to proceed the annual meeting of the World Council of Churches which is
to be held in December.

In summary I think the meeting was worthwhile. While it centered on
theological analyses of the role of Jerusalem in Judaism and in Christianity
this was only the scholarly framework for the underlying motif which was the
Protestant church's relationship to Israel. I feel that the Jewish represen-
tatives made a real impact and I am hopeful that the results will be shown in
the forthcoming considerations of the World Council of Churches. Even if
progress is slow, the dialogue must continue if any effective change in the
attitudes toward Israel on the part of the leadership of the Protestant clergy
is to take place. :

BRE:am



OUTLINE & AGENDA - CONFERENCE ON "QUR UNFINISHED BUSINESS"

Friday evening, June 20th through Sunday afternoon, June 22, 1969
at Immaculate Conception Seminary, Huntington,N.Y.Sponsorship:
American Jewish Committee, Long Island Council of Churches and
Roman Catholic Diocese of Rockville Centre.

FRIDAY - June 20

Registration & Buffet Supper 6 to 7:45 P.M.

Oneg Shabbat (Coffee & Cake) _ 8 to 9:30 P.M.
Keynote Addresg . = --- . ¥

Registrants broken up into small groups

Discussion (under group leaders) on
What We Consider Our Problems To Be
What We Would Like To Get Out of The
Conference 10 to 11:15 P.M.

SATURDAY - June 21

,Breakfast ' 7:30 to 8:30 A M.

Unfinished Business No.l1 "Social Issues"

Keynote Address 9 to 10:30 A.M.
Reactors Opinions

Group Discussions 10:30 to 12 Noon
Lunch 12:15 to 1:30 P.M.

Unfinished Business No.2 "Church State Issues"

Keynote Address 2 to 3:30 P.M.
Reactors Opinions

Group Discussions 3:30 to 5 P.M.
Dinner 6 to 7:15 P.M.
Protestant Service 7:30 to 8:30 P.M.

Informal Discussions (cocktails) 8:45 to 11:30 P.M.
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SUNDAY - June 22
Breakfast 7:30 to 8:30 A.M.

Unfinished Business No.3 "Israel & The Middle East

Keynote Address - Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 8:45 to 10:15 A.M.

Reactors Opinions

Group Discussions 10:15 to 11:45 A.M.
Mass Noon to 12:45 P.M.
Lunch ‘ 12:50 to 1:40 P.M.

Wrap-Up Session 1:45 to 2:45 P.M.

Group Discussions

What We Feel We Have Gotten Out of
the Conference. Where Should We

Go From Here? Action For the Future.

PLENARY SESSION - Representatives of
each faith conmunity express their
feelings. (Not prior speakers or re-
actorg%.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AND REACTORS

Rev. Paul E, McKeever
Rev., Harry G. Dorman, Jr.
Rev. Vincent S. Kearney
Rev. Andrew Connelly

Dr. Maye Walker

Rev. Francis Canavan
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Rabbi James Rudin

Dr. Sara Feinstein
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Contains an editorial attackzng tne Natlonal Council of Churches.
The following are some excerpts:

The National Council of Churches has recently put out a
"policy statement on the Middle East." The statement is the result
of compromises within the Council between various factions: "'pro-
Israeli,’ "pro-Arab," and supposedly "ileutralists." As a result, the
policy statement is a collection of broad generalizations, meaningless

statements, and empty formula which attempt to reconcile the irrecon-
cilable and square a circle. | '

In our judgmént; those who are one hundred per cent pro-
Israel are more intellectually honest and consistent than those who at-

tempt to '"compromise” and support fifty per cent the European invader
of Palestine and fifty per cent the people of Palestine whose home was
thus being invaded. In the struggle against evil there could be no

compromise and the members of the National Council of Churches should
recognize the simple fact that the European Jewish occupation of the
iand of the Christian and Moslem people of Palestine is an evil deed

just as the Nazi German occupation of Austria was an evil act. To at-
 tempt tocreconcile between Nazi occupation of Europe and the Europeans
and the Europeans so occupied by the Nazis is more evil than the evil-

deed itself just as the attempt to reconcile between European Jewish
occupation of Palestine and the right of the people of Palestine to

their land is more evil than a full support given to the evil act of-
the Zionists.

It wOuld have been better if the National Council of Churches

" had split into two and produced  a minority and a majority policy state-
ments than to "compromise' on basic issues. Compromising is not nec-
cessarily moral nor necessarily healthy.

_Zionist-Jewish efforts at blackmailing the Christian Churches
should be disregarded with'contempt. But we must state that we are not
happy with the policy statement of the National Council of Churches. We
call upon knowledgeable Americans and Church leaders to 'call a spade a

spade, and oppose Zionism as they did oppose Nazism. Only then
Chr1st1&n1ty will become a meaningful and viable religion, ‘and only then
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American democracy could be a healthy model for the people of the
world to emulate and for it to have a significant impact on the
course of human history and help the cause of international peace.
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f.m FOUNDED 1920/ INCORPORATED

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

156 FIFTH AVENUE / NEW YORK / NEW YORK 10010 / ORegon 5- 5990

Chairman, ERNEST hNGELL Vice Chairmen, DOROTHY KENYON, NORMAN DORSEN, DAVID ISBELL: General
Counsel, EDWARD J. ENNIS, OSMOND K. 'FRAENKEL; Secretary, GEORGE SOLL; Treasurer, SOPHIA
YARNALL JACOBS.

Executive Director, JOHN de J. PEMBERTON, JR.; Associate Dire LA
International Work Adviser, ROGER N. BALDWIN. ! s ALaN RETRAN. aRTIN GARBUS

June 24, 1969

Dr, M.T, Mehdi

Secretary-General

The Action Committee on

American-Arab Relations

441 Lexington Avenue : i

New York, New York 10017 ' . ; Lo

Dear Mr. Mehdi:

Thank you for your June 6 letter suggesting that the American Civil Liberties
Union urge the American Jewish Committee to withdraw its reported plan to esta-
blish specific committees to "monitor Christian publications, speakers, programs,
etc,, that take place in church settings. These committees should be aware
of the existing resources that are available to them.,"

While I understand that you perceive a suggestion for organization of the
Jewish community as a form of p: -sure aimed at curbing expression of opinion
on the Israel-~Arab conflict, nc:iing in the AJC memorandum you submitted rises
to the level of civil liberties concern.

I assume that the Action Committee on American~Arab Relations also studies
Anglo~Jewish orgenizational activity in this country, including meetings and
rabbinical sermons, for the purpose of determining the positions taken by
various elements within that community on the Israel-Arab conflict, and then
shapes its public statements based om this information.

"The monitoring of publications, open meetings, rallies, etc., whatever the
source, is a legitimate exercise of an organization's right of freedom of speech
and expression., Presumably, the monitoring which you complain about would lead

. to comment by the AJC to which the Action Committee on American-Arab Relations
would offer rebuttal comment, Such exchange in the forum of public debate illus~-
trates the spirit and vitality of First Amendment guarantees. This kind of
activity is carried on by numerous organizations each day, including the American
Civil Liberties Uniony, and is to be applauded rathern than condemned.

Washington Office: 1424 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036; Lawrence Speiser, Director;
Southern Regional Office: S Forsyth St., N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 30303; Cherles M. Morgan, Jr,, Director -
With organized affiliates in 38 states and B00 cooperating attorneys in 50 states.

e=Tors 180
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A civil liberties question would be raised if the monitoring was con=-
ducted by a governmental agency, for governmental intrusion into the areas
of free speech and expression is barred by the Constitution. However, nothing
in your letter suggests that the AJC memorandum involved governmen:al monitoring
either directly or in support of private efforts. e

I hope these comments will enlighten you as to the civil liberties aspects
of your complaint, and if you have further questions I-would be glad to hear
from you, :

Sincerely yours,

- g g ; Alan Reitman
' *  Associate Director

ARilc
cc: "Morton Yarmon

3
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June 25, 1959

Glemn A. iglehe&rt

POB 97 ‘
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Dear Gletm

Enclosed please 3 ind'

1

2)
3)
4)

sy

The two symbols for the Southern Bﬂp:ist Couventwn and
the American Jewish Gomittee. .

The complete program of the conference as we planned_l it.
A list of all the Jewish participants.

A list of all the Southern Baptist participants.

A proposed press relea_ée.-.

I would appreciate hearing your comments on it with the

hope that we may issue it jointly on the same day.

Rabbi Tanenbaum feels that 7500 programs would serve our

needs quite well and he ig currently writing a brief introduction

. for the program.

I will pass this on to you as soon as I receive it.
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Dr. Glenn A. Igl:eheart
Page 2
June 25, 1969

AJR.:r&

encl,

¥ith best personal regards, 1 am,

Cordially,

Rabbi A. James Rudin
' Assistant Director

mmeugiﬂus Affairs Departnmnt

ce: Dr. Joseph R. lLetes
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum



DRAFT OF PRESS RFLIASE

Tc be tssved jointly by S5C and AJC, preferadble same date
.4 three-day Baptist-Jewish scholars' confersnce sponsored jolntly
by the Home Mission Soard of the Goutherm Baptist Convemtion end the
Interreiigious Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee
- wiil be held from August 1820, 1969, at the Southarn Baptist Theo=
logical Seminary io louisville, Kentucky, it was announced todsy by
the conference co-chaimman, the Rev. Or. Joseph R, mus. Secretary
of the Department of Work Selated to Nop-Evangelicals Home Missfon
3oard, So.lthem Bl.p:ist Convention, Atlanta, and Rabbi Marc H.
‘rmba..m, Rational Director nf the Interreligious Affzirs Department
of the Americean Jewish Committee. ]

This conferemce, the first 9f its kiund to bs held with representa~
tives of the Southern _Baptisi: Convention and all brmm. of American
Judaism and Jewry, will favolve & select group of approxisately 50
of the foremost Bsptist and Jewish theologisns and scholars in the
United States. The Saouthern Baptist Convention has & membdership of
soue 11 million communiants. ‘Ibn imerican Jewish Committee has dbeen
a ;:idneer in advancing interreligious commmicatiss with gpecial
reference to the role of religlous education and its influence on
prejudice. The prograx coordinators for the conference are tha Rev.
Glen Igleheart of the New Jersey Southern Baptist Convention; Rabbi
A, James Rudin, AJC Assistant Di::eﬁtoz of interreligious Affairs; and
Br. Gerald Strober, AJC Program Consultant on Religious ‘Edmatim_
Carriculue Studies. |
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The program will ssek to uncover new ground by focussing on the
specific historic, theological and sociological aspects of relatione
ships between Baptists and the Jewish people. The opening session
will hear & paper on “Jewish History on the Southern United States,”
~ by Ir. Llomrd Dinnerstein, Professor of History, Fairleigh Dickin- -
son lhimsi.ty, follmd by "Images of the Jew in Southern Baptist
Literature,” by DE. A. Jase Jones, of the Seutbern Baptist Home
Hission Bonré, Kansas City, Misouri.

A second m;xum&aamﬁmmmat Israsel: a
Jewish View," by Rabbi Abzraham J. Heschel, Professor of Jewish
Ethics and Mysticissm, Jewish Thedbgical Seminary, New York, snd "The
Mesning of Israsl: A Baptist v&-m," by Dr. Eric C. Rum, Professor
of Christian Apologetics, Southern Baptist Theologicel Seminsry,
loulsville. |

A third msmmlhmmmaumimﬁ "IThae Meaning
of Conversien/Turning'® in Judaism by Ur. Edward Gershfield, Professor
of Talmud, Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New York; and
"fhe Meaning of Conversion in the Christim Faith,” by Dr. Frank Stagt;
Professor of Hew Testament and Greek, Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, !ouﬁv:l.lo.

A fourth session will focus on “rhe Meaning of the Messiah, in
Jewish Thought,” by Dr. Eilis Rivkin, Professor of Jewish History,
Hebrew Union Colieze~Jewish Institute of Religion, Cimcinnaci, and
"The Understanding of the Messish from Christian Perspective™ by
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or, Willise Hendricks, Asnocil.&e Professor of Theology, Southwestern
Baptist ’ﬂmlogical minary Fort Worth, Texas. |

A sixth sessiom will sxplore the theme "hnghn nd Sodal
aumsibinty“ with a papar on "Religion and the Seate: Jewish View”
by Saxuel Radinove, Virector of the isgal Ulvision of the Aserican
Jawish Committee; and “Caurch-State Relatiens ia ?s‘pi:iu: Wt,
By Ir. Wwillias N, ?asgon, Jr., As:ocilt._l Professor of Christian
cthics, Scuthwestern Japtist mﬁloghal Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.

A pqmr on “mjudm and Social Jwtice” will be wﬁua
by Babbi Artbur Gilbert, Assisiat to the President of the Jewish
Reconstrustionist me. Bew York. Amrallel paper on "Christians,
Racism snd Anti-Semitisn™ by Dr. Bob Z. Adams of the Home Mission
Soard, Southern Baptist w, Atlantz, wiil be praseated ac
the final session. |

The closing discusfon will concestrate om the issue of “Working
Together for Social Justice™ with fioal th on "Prospectus
for the Puture,® by Or. Estes and Raddbi Tanendaum.

a welcoming address by Dr. Tuke X, McCell, President of the
Southern Zaptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, will be presented
on Honday svening.
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Attached is a copy of the complete program which includes a list
_ . & ¢ .

of the chairmen of the various sessions and the responders to the

several papers.
Algo attached is a list of the Southern Baptist and Jewish
scholars whowill take part in this precedent-setting consultation.
The program compittee that planmned the conference consfsts of:
Dr. Joseph R. Lstes, Secretary, Department of Work Related to Hon-
Evangelic sla, Home Mission Board, Southlm Baptist Convention,
Atlanta, Ga.

Dr. William Hull, Professor of New mr.mt and Dean of the School
of Theclogy, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ry.

Dr. Glenn Igleheart, Director for Northeastern States, Department
of Work Related to Nonevangelicals, Home Mission Board, Southern
Baptist Convention, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Dr. Albert McClellan, Program Plamning Secretary, Softhern Baptist
Convention, Nashville, Temn,

Rev. William B. Mitchell, Field mmcﬁas. Department of Work Related
to Nen-evangelicals, Home Missfon Board, Southern Baptist Convention,
Atlsmta, Ga.

Pr. Penrcose St. Amant (£f1l11 in)

Dr. Foy Valentine, Executive Secretary, Christian 1ife Commission
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn.

Mrg. Judith H. Banki, Assistant Director, Interreligious Affairs
Department, American Jewish Committee, New York

Dr. Ben Zion Bokser, Professor of Homilectics, Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, New York, and Rabbi, Forest Hills Jewish Center, N.Y,

Rabbi A. James Rudin, Assistant Director; Interreligious Affairs Depart-
ment, Arerican Jewish Committee, New York
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Dr. Gerald S. Strober, caisnltant on Religious Curricula, American
Jewish Comnittee, New York
‘Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Fational Director, Interreligious Affairs
Department , american Jewish Conmittee, New York

Dr. Michael Wyschogrod, Professor of Philosophy, City col.lege of
New York, New York



_ June 27, 1969
AIRMAIL, SPECIAL DELIVERY

Sister M. Johnice and -

Sister M. Elizabeth '
Pius XII Religious Education Center
2340 Calvert Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48206

Dear Sisters:

It was good to speak with you on the phone today and I look for-
ward to meeting both of you in the near future. Please accept
our apologies for the delay in sending this vital information.
As I mentioned, Rabbi Tanenbaum has just concluded his term as
President of IFCO and this spring he made an extended overseas
trip to Geneva and Rome for important conferences, so again
please forgive our delay, but I hope that we can now move ahead
on this very exciting program.

As I mentioned, here is the schedule for the Pope Pius XII series
of lectures for 1969-1970. We have planned all of the lectures
for 8 Wednesday evenings:

October 8, 1969, Dr. Ellis Rivkin, Professor of History, Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion:
“"The Pharisees and Early Christianity"”

October 22, 1969, Dr. Jacob Agus, Rabbl Congregation Beth-El,
Baltimore, Md.: "The Rabbinic Tradition and
New Testament"

"November 5, 1969, Dr. Irving Greemberg, Professor of History,
_ Yeshiva University: “Scripture, Law, and
Authority in Judaism"
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November 19, 1969 Dr. Art:hur Hertzberg, Professor of History, |
Columbia University: "Israel: Religion,
Nation, and Peoplehood"

_ January 14, 1970, Dr. Max Arzt, Vice Chancellor of Seminary
and Professor of Practical Theology, Jewish
Theological Seminary of America: "Jewish
Liturgy and Christian Worship"

January 28, 1970, Professor Abraham Joshua Reschel, Professor
. of Jewish Ethics and Mysticism, Jewish
Theological Seminary of America: ‘*Jewish
Ethics and Hystieism

February 11, 1970, Dr. Eugene Borowitz, Professor of Jewlsh
Religious Thought, Hebrew Union College,
Jewish Institute of Religion, New York City:
"New Trends of Jewish Theology"

February 25, 1970 Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaup, National Director,
Interreligious Affairs Department, American
Jewish Committee: "A Historical Survey of
Jewi.sh-Christian Relations"

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is on a short leave of Absence, will
call you peraonally on Monday, June 30, to discuss the program
more fully. _

With best personal regards, 1 am,
Co:ii.al.l.y yours,

i

Rabb . James Rudin
S : Assistant Director
AJR:rd : Interreligious Affairs Departwment
ce: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum J/




B15 SECOND AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017

THE RT. REV. JOHN E. HINES
PRESIDINCG BISHOP, EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1969

Rabbi Marc Teanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
16 East 56th Street

New York, New York

Dear Marc:

Before too much time passes I just want to
thank you for the tremendous leadership you have
given IFCO in the past years. I am sorry indeed
to see you move ocut of the chairmanship. I know
you have had a rough go of it but I'm also con-
vinced that your own persistent and intelligent
leadership has meant a great deal in establishing
what effectiveness IFCO has for 'the various re-
ligious groups and others who support it. If your
successor does half as well, IFCO will be 0.K.

Warm personal regards.
Faithfully yours,

$ L3S ;
Lst Na, ot vt

John E. Hines
PRESIDING BISHOP

JEH/ml



DRAFT

January 29, 1969

Rev. Lucius Walker
IFCO

New York, N. Y.

Dear Lou:

Your statement before the Jewish Occup 'onal-Counqil in Milwaukee

reminds me of nothing so much as th d’?glck jo K;L‘"If there's two
things 1 i/can t stand, it's bigéts and Negroes / At the same time that
_ youﬁgurged blacks to '"declare a permanent mora£orium on name calling
and distribution of anti-Semitic literature" you yourself, in effect,
did some name calling, and you fell into some of the classic patterns
of bigotry in general and anti-Semitism in particular.

The accusation--or innuendo=of group guilt and group responsibility
is an underlying assumption of prejudice in genefal. To wit: The Jewish
community is held responsible for unscrupulous businessmen who are
Jewish; the Negro community is held responsible for criminals who
are black, etc. An underlying dynamic of anti—Semitisﬁiin particular
is that the Jew becomes a symbol for the evéils of society at large--

or in your own words: '"the symbol of white oppression.'" I believe

Earl Raab's comments in the January 1969 COMMENWERY are particularly

cogent§ Aere

-l
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This is not the folk anti-Semitism which the black
population shares with the white population. It is,
rather, the abstract and symbolic anti-Semitism which
Jews instinctively find more chilling. Negroes trying

to reassure Jewish auliences repeatedly and unwittingly
make the very point they are trying to refute. '"'This

is not anti-Semitism,'"they say. '"The hostility is toward
the whites. When they say 'Jew,' they mean 'white.'"

But that is an exact and acute description of political
anti=Semitism: "The enemy' becomes the Jew, 'the man"
becomes the Jew, the villain is not so much the actual
Jewish merchant on the corner as the corporate Jew who
stands symbolically for generic evil. 'Don't be dis-
turbed," the Jews are told, '"this is just poetic excess."
But the ideology of political anti-Semitism has precisely
always been poetic exess, which has not prevented it

from becoming murderous.

Perhaps you will understand the distress and anger occasioned
repeat
by your remarks if I were to Y¢pld¢¢ them, replacing 'Negroes" for
djﬂ%-
"Jews" and "crime" for "exploitﬁ"”ﬂgséaking before a black group,
I would urge BI Jews to declare a permanent moratorium on name calling
and distribution of racist literature, and call upon the black community
to:
* Establish a network of ''complaint centers'" in Jewish

communities where Jews may lodge complaints against
Negro crime and violence.

inform them of the subtle @@ dehumanization of Jews and

* Launch a massive educational program among Negroes to
Jewish history. ?§¢

In line with your general argument, I would further claim that
. W e
Negroes are using their past experience of persecution against a long
history of crime and violence.
After such statements, I would camution that "Mén of good will

from either %gthnic community must not be silent and inactive while

apostles of hate fan flames of hostility. We must act boldly and



“F
immediately té replace pasiion with compassion, propaganda with
reasoned debate, and childish and aﬁmless.name calling with positive
action."
I suspect my words wou ld be greeted by some bitterness in
the black community, and that any suggestion I made for the creation
of a ghetto development fund to help heal current division between

blacks and Jews would be geetted by some cynicism.
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The-events .that havettaken place-since the- convening of.the.National-

Black Ecgnomd:c-Dovelopmen-t.- Conference. in- Detroit, the.- _1ss_uance-~9.f!._the

Black Ménifesto by Mr.-James Forman at-that. conference,-the public-——
association.-of IFCO-with "the -primciples -and- programs™.-of that manifesto,
and -the tactics-designed to intimidste churches--and synagcogues-have..-. --

created a serious erisis of conscience for me in my role as|president of IFCO.

When the Protestant leaders who organizeed IFCO in 1966 first invited
me to serve as gésident, I did so becauss the essential purposes as then
set forth were ideologically and programmatically acceptable to me. I believed
then that IFCO representéd a unique opportanity to sefwe on an acenieal
aa% interfaith basis the cause of mmmmaﬁ&u
charjge through mmxiadxzRawgEx reformy‘;} demmcratic meané of our syste@}

Mialwmt-im--dmmm oo

W R TR S—
_@mnw%he’“ﬁﬁor and dopr:.ved in the black, brown, .
gereeommunit ies. thalviauld-60ekab0-5a 188, SUnds.£a

econo TR
. foesd o e W T L L AT
YR (geTIT=detern fnaﬁ.aon, leadership train?ng,

guates 1 have had t.he conviction that
.__-'----:-— emerged as a vehicle

of great potent;ial service{;)w c9e
The turn of events around the Black Manifesto ®=wex has changed the situation
drastically for IFCO, as I see it, and therefore for me. The Black Manifesto
is a clear call for "the use of force and pwer of the guni" to "bring this

government down," for “armed confrontation and long years of sustained

guerilla warfare inside this cointry' for "an armed, well-disciplined,



black controlled. govdrnmen™ for a revolutionary seizure of state power by
violence.and -terror. - e T
It is one thing for Mr. Forman to preach and organize revolution. It ds an

(vt puubloely .
altogebher different matter when IFCO becomes daif—1 d Tis

is made by IFCO'S Board or its staff to disassociats itself from that

fdemtwgiwaioocrex ideological position or to repudiate his tactics of
intinidations

In a statement that I submitted to the white caucus off IFOO'B'?oard

on May.é, I made clear that I cannot in conscience stgand by in silence
and appear as Presidant of IFCO to give assent to the revolutionary
ideology and racist rhetoric of the ézhck Mhnifcsto, nor tc Mr, F%%man's
program for disruption of churches and synagogues.iiga Board saw fit in

its wisdom not to take clearcut positlons on both these questions, nor

LI A
_ . ha-v‘a IFGO pubhc statements since thenﬁdm-mﬂyﬂﬁomf—on
o gl Y

(v
Jase c?% Under the circumstances, I have no alternative but to sumbit my resignation

as President of IFCO, and ask that it become effective immediately. I,uﬂmzih

CLAA*TNML t% 1L* ﬁhwwﬁujzad ﬁrs:ﬁtire Ys ﬁTMMA‘Q } kkﬁufiﬁm&gg 0
e aand st & T it we & ’
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