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THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

As I complete my term as President of the Cleveland 
Chapter I can look back with great satisfaction on two years 
of excitement and experjmentation. At last year's meeting I 
reported a year of new ventures. This year I want to note 
how successfully AJC has reinforced its efforts in dealing 
with old problems as well as facing new challenges and 
developing new promises. Efforts have been made by our lay 
and professional leadership to develop further our spirit of 
cooperation throughout the community, in recognition of 
the plural interes.ts and values in both Jewish and American 
life styles. Today i t is possible co say that AJC ln Cleveland 
speaks more firmly to a variety of constituencies and needs. 

Much of the activity of both past and present leadership 
has been directed to finding a permantly fonded home for 
our unique and highly effective Management Action Pro
gram. Investigations into possible governm~nt funding and 
additional foundation grants. although discouraging in 
result, only served to intensify our efforts to achieve a 
secure source of funding. We feel confident that with the 
aid of MAP"s talented director. Marge Brum I, the unflagging, 
devoted, and highly visible support of the Business Advisory 
Commiuee. and a new awareness and concern on the part 
9f the organized Jewish community. an incorporation of this 
program into an ongoing service is imm\nent. 



Other areas of local concern found us continuing our 
efforts co sustain the µrogram of the Citizen's Alliance, 
helping Stephen Rose of VIP place some of his students in 
summer jobs, aiding Sister Henrietta of Our Lady of Fatima 
Mission with advice and supplies and continuing our analysis 
of the legislative process through our efforts in the Legal. 
Issues Committee. Recent ly the committee wrote testimony, 
delivered in Columbus by one of its members, against a 
mandatory school medi tation bi ll. 

Challenged by our provocative "'Think T ank .. last fall 
· our program .year developed into one of diversi ty and ful· 
fillment. A n outstanding l uncheon series inaugurated by our 
Area Director. Marty Plax. brought before us a vir tual galaxy 
of Clevel_and civic and academic leaders. Three major 
chapter meetings. pertaining to Bakke. Skokie. and South 
American Jewry, issues of great concern , were addressed 
by national professional and lay leaders. Finally. after the 
return of Cleveland-sponsored Hank Segal from the AJC 
Academicians Semi nar to Israel. our local Israel Committee 
establishea a series of discussions on the Middle ,East 
conflict. 

Further stimulated by the Think Tank , plans are under· 
way to sponsor a conference on the Jewish Family. Helped 
in the planning process by a group of rabbis and scholars. 
this colloquium promises to be of substantial importance. 
Our Task Force on the Role of Women coordinated and co· 
sponsored an inter-faith retreat last fall which has today a 
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solid foundation and shall continue examining the use of 
power. Our Assistant Area Director, Barbara Warr~n, staffs 
the coali tion at this time. With the help of the Research and 
Development staff of the Federation of Community Planning 
we completed over sevenry interviews of local intermarried 
couples as part of a national AJC study. We also participated 
in the second phase of the: intermarriage study by fielding a 
wrillen questionnaire to 75 endogamous couples in the 
Cleveland area. We look forward to examining the results 
of the study and i ts possible local implications. 

We have programmed and volunteered in areas of a 
multiplicity of concerns. some unqiue to AJC and others in 
conjunction with our counterparts eithet at the Jewish Com
munity Federation. the Catholic Diocese. and the Greater 
Cleveland l nterchurch Council. New liaisons have been 
established in the community. press, and. our sister organi
zations who work in community relations. 

As pluralism is a password in our society we are finding 
a greater variety of answers to problems becoming accept
able. On this basis I feel that today the American Jewish 
Committee both nationally and locally speaks for a viable 
plural constituency. one which I have been proud to serve. 

Lois L. Butler 
June 7, 1978 
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Chairmen . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . ... . .. . Elaine H. Rocker and Harry M. Broder 
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Chapter Chairman ..... . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ... . . ...... ...... . Lee D. Powar 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee ... .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. Richard H. Adler 
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Secretary .. . 

Arthur F. Kohn 
Robert I. Kohn. Jr. 

Linda R. Lehman 
Richard S. Rivitz 
Edward M. Rose 
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Laura A. Artz 
Roger A Bercu 
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Lawrence D. Altschul 
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Robert A Goulder 
James G. Herman 
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Robert L. Soltz 

NOMINATED TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FOR ONE-YEAR TERM, 1978-1979 

Lois L. Butler 
Wilton S. Sogg 

Area Director . . . . . . ... . .. .. ... . . .... . .. • ... . ... . . . Martin J. Plax 
Assistant Area Director ..... .. ... • . .. . . ....... . .. . .. Barbara J. Warren 
Office Manager ...... . .. . . .. ... . ... . ... .. ... . .. . . Ellen K. Vendeland 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

RICHARD MAASS 
President 

HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN 
Chairman, Bonrd of Tr11atcc1 

MAX M. FISHER 
HonornnJ Clwirnwn 

National Eirccuti11n Co11ncll 

MAYNARD I. WISHNER 
ChC1im1an, Board of Cov,..,,or• 

MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN 
Chaimlan 

Nalional Erccutiuc Co11ncU 

THEODOREELLENOFF 
Chain11011, Excc11tl11c CommiNcc 

Founded in 1906, the Amcricnn {ewish Committee combats bigotry and advances 
the cause of human rights for n I. Its national headquarters in New York is the 
Institute of Human Helations, n world-wide center for research, training and 
action for inter-group relations. 

The Committee works with the organized Christian church community -
Protestant, Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Evangelical - in the United States 
and abroad to promote Christian-Jewish understanding and cooperation, and to 
advance interreligious dialogue. It especially seeks to promote inter-religious 
cooperation and joint activity in those areas where religious groups share goals 
and values in common: hunger, social justice and the sanctity of human life. It 
interprets to its constituency the concerns and priorities of the Christian groups 
with whom it works, so that Christian-Jewish understanding becomes mutually 
beneficial. 

The Committee has nn extensive overseas service with offices in Paris, Mexico 
City and Jerusnlem nnd correspondents in mnny other cities. In the United States, 
it has chapters and units in 100 principal cities, and members in more thnn 600 
American localities. Twenty-three regional offices throughout the country carry 
out AJC programs in cooperotion with local community relations groups. The 
Committee is an accredited nongovernmental agency to the United States Mission 
to the United Nations. 
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CAPIUCO~ lECOUS 

PHIL WALDEN 

The American Jewish Committee is privileged to present its Human 
Relations Award to an imaginative. and dynamic executive whose com
passion and energy has had a profound effect on the quality of life in 
our society . 

. Phil W~ideut of Capricorn Records .:who founded the com
p~han ·a decade ago,-m·guided it to it~ present position as one 
of the largest independent record companies in the country. 
Pa~· g his g~~k.-i,=usic industrJ has been his commitment 

to th . ar .,... nd to 1y£om . . He founde the .Q!.is Redding Scholar
ship a ~~n~Y!~rs!ty,_ ~v.hich enables two minority students each year 
to attend I crcer's Wa!U:LE.-Geor.ge School of I.aw He has been active 
on b .a er of philanthropic causes. He was the recipient of 
th 977 tv · · · t er 111 , r n war and was recently 
name c airman of the a 10na Advisory Committee on Youth Develop
ment of the Multiple Sclerosis Society. Three years ago he was the cam
paign chairman for the Georgia Muscular D stro h Associatio and the 
same year received a Cer 1 1ca e o pprec1a 10n or utstan<ling Accom
plishments to Youth Service of America._ 

Phil Waklen's efforts in the areas of preservation and restoration have . 
saved numerou.s historical buildings from destruction. A member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation, he was 
recently named by Presillent C.11te1 to the Committee fm the Pieserva
tion o~He was :tlso--th-e--ch:rltman of rITe-Bmtrcrof"the 

Nfacon Heritage Foundation. . 
In HH51le was named to tire Finance Committee of the Jimmy Carter 

Prcsi0emial-Gampaign. He is a member of the Governor's Club_of_Georgia 
and of the.J.600 Club of th~mittee. He is listed 
in Who's Who ill tlie World, Who's Wlio i11 America and Who's Who in 
the South and South West. 

Phil Walden has always felt that the most important attributes are 
_.--the hearts and minds of individuals, not their race or creed. We salute 

him for his many achievements and proudly honor him tonight. 

ANDREW GOODMAN 
Natioal Cencral C/1ninnon 

Appeal for 1l11111nn Relations 

JEROME L. GREENE 
New York C/1ain11an 

Appeal for Human Relations 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

APPEAL FOR HUMAN. RELATIONS 

Cordially Invites You To Attend A 

TESTIMON.IAL DINNER 

in honor of 

P/f~~wn~n 
President, Capricorn Records, Inc. 

Thursday, June 8, 1978 

Chairman 

David. Lieberman 
Chairman of the Board, Lieberman Enterprises, Inc. 

Cocktails 6:00 P.M. Dinner: T:OO P.M. 

PLAZA HOTEL 
Fifth Avenue and Fifty-Ninth Street 

New York City 

R.S.V.P. 
$200 per person 
$2,000 per table of ten 

Business Attire 
No Solicitation of Funds 
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A man .dedicated to peaceful change 
. .. . . 

MILES JAFFE IS what one might call 
a gentle revolutionary - a person who 
understands the need for change and Is 
prepared to spend the time and energy to 

sticks vigorously with those ·that do, 
either on Its own or by passing them 
along to someone who might do It bet· 
ter." 

achleve It peacefully. . I 
·"People are looking for change," he JAFFE IS heavily involved In the 

saJd over lunch the other day, "but our AJC's effort to serve as a bridge between 
system tends to be resistant, so It's very Judaism and other religions and Is partic· 
Interesting to work with organizations Detroit In the· mid '30s because so many ularly Impressed by the progress that 
which attempt to cure such deficiencies." of bis clients lived here. resulted from decisions ta.ken during the 

Jaffe goes further. . Jaffe~ 51, attended Dondero High in historic Vatican Council 11. 
"Con!'.Ciously adopted change after · Royal Oak and, as a junior, shifted to the "There has been a major i.efonnula-' 

debate and dlsc\lSsion is one test of University of Chicago in 1944 to partici- ' tlon of Catholic relationships with 
whether we live in.freedom," be added. pate In the accelerated degree program Jews," he explained, " with many 
· Jaffe.has neyer lacked either the In· that President Robert Hutchins bad es- changes reflected lttbooks used by C&th· 
sptratton or the desire to work for tabllshed there. He earned his B.A. in olic Institutions, among other things." 
change, and he has managed to associate three years, served a stint In the Army, In this connection, Jaffe works 
himself with more than one organization and returned to Chicago to become the closely with Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum, 
that "has spoken to the needs of all the second generation of Jaltes to attend that and hJs efforts are of International stat· 
people." ln.stJtution's law school. ure. Last year he was Involved In the first 

ONE OF THIM, the American Jewish 
Committee, bestowed a singular honor 
on him recently - its HWD.llD Rights 
Medallion for· 1978 - because, among 
other thfngs, of "his refusal to be narrow 
or parochJaJ." 

Jaf,fe Is a lawyer who spends most of 
bis time wrest.Ung with federal tu prob
lems for clients when he Isn't attending a 
meettna, participating Ill a conference, 
sldlng, salllng, or enjoying the company 
of his family (wife Lee and children 
David and Ruth) and his mother. Sylvia, 
who Is active on the board of the Jewish 
Family Service. 

· His father; the late Benjamin E. Jaffe. 
also a lawyer, brought the family to 

. "And son David will be going there In face-to-face meetings with Obere.mmer· 
the fall, making the Jaffes the first three- gau (GenQDy) townspeople seeking to 
generation family ln the university's his· eliminate the anti-Jewish.content of that 
tory," he said with some pride. community's femed Passion Play. 
' . While he is currently deeply Involved He hopes someday to be Involved In 
with the American Jewish Committee, talks with Moslem leaders. 
serving u chairman of Its Inter-Religious Jaffe feels that creating an atmos• 
Lay Commission, Jaffe also has been phere of undet~tanding on religious mat· 
active In other Jewish community organ- ters "has become a case of recognition of 
Jzatlons and with the Neighborhood our common historicaJ experience." 
Service Organization (NSO). which be Although dedicated·to the law, Jaffe 
sei:ved as president and continues to has some qualms about coun·ordered 
serve as a board member. solutions. 

''The NSO Is my kind of organlza· "Our system does very well in finding 
tlon," he said, "because It likes to take Informal solutions for problems," he sug· 
risks - you have to If you are interested gested, "and voluntary organizations are 
In making changes - but It Is quick to an lmponant mechanism through which 
dump activities that don't WC?rk, ~d we can move toward such changes." 



CONFIDENTIAL 

June 17, 1978 

M E M 0 R A N D U M - ..:..-

Subject: Luncheon Meeting at the Madison Hotel with 
Egyptian Minister of War Mohamed Abdel 
Ghany el-Gamasy, June 15, 1978 

Present: 

Mohamed Abdel Ghany el-Gamasy 
Minister of War 

Ashraf A. Ghorbal 
Egyptian Ambassador to 
the United States 

Mohamed Hakki 
.First Secretary, Press and 
Information Officer 

Abdullah Fouad 
· Firs~ Secret~ry 

General Abdel Halim Abu-Ghazala 
Military A~tache 

Paul S . i3er~1~r 
Hyman Bookbinder 
Alan Dershowitz · 

· Max Kampelman 
Frank Lautcnberg 
Robe;!':"t Lip!:>hutz 
Davi.d B~umbt:~ rg 
Alfred H. Moses . · 
Edward Sa~nders · 

The luncheon was arranged at the in vi tati<:-:1 of 
· Ambassador Ghorbal on the last day of General al-Gan~sy's 

10-day visit to the United States. Bob Lipshutz su~gested 
the names of· the Jewish i ·nvitees . The original lis1:. of 
twelve included t,he presidents of AJ Committee, AJ C..:>ngress, 
ADL · and the NJCRAC, all .of whom declined . 

Jn his welcoming remarks, Ghorbal referred to tli1 ~ 
invited group ~s Jewish leaders with stronq tiQ S ·ilnd c:ommit
mcnts to Isr.acl and ;1 !::pcciill. concern fo.r. .Ifiracl'~ Sl.!cur.ity . 
At no time was it suggested that this commitment was mis
placed or that future events ~ight affect this relationship . 
The Ambassador requeste~ questions from the group.. However, 
at our request General el-Gamasy spoke next . . His int.ro
ductory remar~s were quite general. This was his first trip 
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to Washington in some thirty years. He had last been in 
Washington . in 1948 for a year as a first lieutenant in the 
Egyptian army .. . His current trip was a work trip only, 
leaving no.time f~r sightseeing or other pleasantrie~. :: He 
had concluded the official part of his trip the prior _ L 

evening and, as related to Max Kampelman just prior to 
sitting down to lunch,_ .had remained in this country for 
the sole purpose of the luncheon, following which he was 
returning direritly to Egypt on President Sadat's plane. 

The General, a man in his early fifties, has an 
attractive manner and bearing. He does not convey an author
itative air despite his m~litary career spanning a period 
beginn~ng · with_ his military schooling in Egypt in · the 1940's 
and culminati~g with his rise to Chief of Staff and then 
Minister of War, in .wh~ch position he is sometimes mentioned 
as a possible successor to Sadat. -

. E~-Gamasy sp~nt several days in Los Angel~s visiting 
with Northrop, the manufacturer of the F-5 . Egypt expects 
to .receive on~y a few planes this year, the production run 
being limited and previously committed. Contrary to press 
reports, - el~Gamasy told me privately that he had not sought 
to obtain other military equipment while in the United States-
that this was not the time to · do so--although he intimated 
that he had at least discussed the possibility of° future pro
curement. He mentioned several times his meetings with 
Secretary . Brown and other Pentagon officials. He also told 
me privately that he had me~ with President Carter, and 
stated to the group that he had met with se·cretary Vance, 
all of which indicates that he came to this country with 
more in mind . than a delivery date for the F-SE ' s and a shop
ping list for future procurement. I~ all probability he 
conveyed to the President and Vance some thoughts of Sadat's 
on the peace negotiations. He confirmed, disdainfully, that 
the Egyptians were continuing to receive ''spare parts" from 
the Russians. 

As el-Gamasy sees it, Weizman and he would have no 
difficulty in concluding an agreement on the Sinai. That is 
not to say that there are not unresolved problems, including 
two Israeli airfields, one some 15 kilometers south of the 
international border in the western Sinai, and the second 
~ome 10 ~o 15 kilometeri northwest ot Elat. Weizman had 
indicated that the Israelis could accept a staged withdrawal 
from the a~r bases, suggesting a period of 15 or perhaps 10 
years, ~o which e~-Gamasy indicated one year as a more likely 
period. Although it was not expressly stated, the indication 
was that Egypt would be agreeable to the Israelis . continuing 
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to use the two air bases .until. new bases could be .built 
within the international border. As for settlements in . 
the Sinai, el-Gamasy was quite explicit that Egypt would 
not agree to a · surrender of its sovereignty or to the 
contiri~ed . presence . of IDF forces within Egyptian territory. 
He would not objectr. however, to the settlers being per- · 
mitted to keep· small arms for their own protection but he 
viewed the continue~ presence of the settlements under 
Egyptian au~pority as highly unlikely, his assumption being 
that the Israeli settler? would be unwilling to remain. · He 
rejected a Weizman p~oposal · for an exchange of .territory to 
incorporate the 'Amit territory into. Israel in exchange fo;r 
a northern bulge in the international border to the east~ 
He feels this would be a source of continuing irredentist . 
clamor. · He referred, but only generally, to the three zones 
in the Sinai .and ~he presence. of mixed forces within Egypt 
and Israel to monitor the demilitarization and limited mili
tar.izp.tion within· the Sinai and . Israeli territory to the : 
north: . There ·was no discussion of a United States mi-1-itary· 
pr~sence i~ th~ Sinai, .. naval, air or otherwise~ · 

. · .He attributed the break-off in negotiations in·: · · 
Jerusale.m in January .to "mutual misunderstandings on both . 
sides " ·produced by Kamel ' s and Dayan's speeches at Lod and 
Begin's remarks at· dinner. The Egyptians viewed . Begin's ··. · 
words as a non-co~promising rejection of the premise on 
which Sadat had ·come to Jerusalem, viz, peace in return for 
territory . If ·the We?t Bank would never be returned to the 
Arabs, there was no ·point in continuing the negotiati~ns ·. 

In response t~ criticism.of Egypt ' s refusal . to 
resume di~ect negotiations and insistance on pr~-conditions, 
el-Gamasy talked about continuing negotiations of the so'rt 
he has be~n having with Weizman and the "negotiations" which 
preceded Sadat's visit to Jerusalem. The reference here was 
to Sadat's visit to Washington in ·May 1977 when he was pressed 
by Carter on when Egypt would be willing to establish full 
relations with Israel. There was no indication, despite 
persis~ent. questioning, that Egypt was prepared to resume 
politic~l discussions short of Israel's responding ''positive
ly" on the two questions Vance posed to Dayan, and even here 
there were no hard assurances. 

El-Gamasy gave confusing, and perhaps contradictory, 
response? to specific questions as to whether a "positive" 
response by Israel to the two questions Vance posed to Dayan 
would (i) constitute the final . pieces ·in an otherwise accept
able Declaration of Principles, and (ii) permit Egypt to sign 
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and implement a "first peace" (the Israeli term for a sep
arate peace agreement between Egypt and Israe~). At one 
point, e ·l-Gamasy seemed to be saying that the Declaration 
of Principles had to include the Golan, Gaza and the · West 
Bank, ·but when challenged expressly stated that the Go~an '-· 
need not be incl.uded • . His last statement was that a· posi
tive .response from Israel on the two questions now before 
the Cabinet would be sufficient, but this clear statement 
was muddled by earlier references to a return to the '67 
borders and a post-luncheon clarification by Ghorbal that 
of course everything would depend on the detail and exten
siveness of Israel's response. This of course is the crux 
of the matte~ and.it is unrealistic to expect either el-Garnasy 
or Ghorbal to respond on an issue that will ultimately be 
decided ·by Sadat alone. · 

El-Garnasy talked about continuing communications 
with . Weizman who he claims has yet to respond to questions 
put to him at hjs meetings in Cairo in M~rch with Sadat and 
el-Gamasy. Answers were expected some time ago an.d Weizman 
has at . least twice told el-Gamasy answers were delayed but 
would be resolved as part of the current Cabinet deliberations. 
Just' what the nature ·of these questions is was not disclosed 
but presumabiy these questions relate to the Sinai rather . 
than to the Declaration of Principles, but this was n0t. al-
together clear. · 

In response to a specific question , el-Garnasy stated 
that if h~ · ~ere Israel's Minister of War he would insist qpon 
an i~definite IDF military presence on the West Bank. This 
was perhaps his most significant statement.. There was no 
discussion of the political composition of the West Bank other 
than el-Gama~y's stat~ment that Egypt accepts the Aswan form
ulation for Palestinian participation. (Although Sadat has 
told the United States that the Aswan for·mulation is acceptable 
to him, I do not believe that this has ever been stated pub
licly.) However, el-Gamasy did say in response to a remark 
questioning Egypt's need to resolve the Palestinian issue, 
that the Palestinian question must be resolved in Israel's 
interest as well as the interest of achieving real peace in 
the Midd~e East . . If the Palestinian question remains un
settled, el-Gamasy foresees continuing conflict whi~h could 
sooner or later involve Egypt a .nd thereby upset the peace be
tween Israel and Egypt. 

The remarks of el-Gamasy and Ghorbal were laced with 
the frequently expressed Egyptian litany about the bol~ne~s 
of Sadat's visit and, in particular, his having. agreed· in 
advance to full peace with Israel--something that as recently 
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as May '77 he had told President Carter would take at least 
5 years to. achiev~. Egypt had ·therefore agreed in advance. 
to give Israel wh~t.she _had been seeking' all these years 
and only asks in return that Israel give back . the occupied 
Arab . la·nds •. Egypt c:am:1ot wait centuries for this. Israel · 
is "sitt~ng pretty" in pccupied territory and is under no 
compulsion to act. · This is unacceptable to Egypt. 

El-Gamasy_ seemed concerned with the Russian/Cuban 
presence in Africa. By Egyptian count there are 37,000 Cuban 
troops an~ 4,000 . Russian military advisers in. Africa. Their 
presence in Et~~opa _ poses a threat to the Sudan and this 
concerns Egypt. He .. intimated that there was a possibility 
that the E~hiopian. Government will find a way to get the 
Cubans out of Ethiopa once Ethiopa disposes of the Eritrean 
matter. El~Gamasy . ~as been told by the · Ethiopians that this 
might be concluded by July. He also acknowledged that Egypt 
continues to maintain substantial forces on the border with 
Libya, although at present there is no active fighting. 

El-G~masy di~played none of the mercurial behavior 
or public relations image- making of Sadat. He gave the im- · 
pression of being a highly intelligent, self-confident and 
qirect person: . He was comfortable with the group and neither 
defensive nor patronizing in the presence of c9mmitted Jews. 
He· did not flaunt his friendship with Weizman or his close 
association with Saqat . . He seem~d to be very much his own . 
man who desjres peace with Jsrael, urtderstands Israel's 
security concerns, and is impatient with microscopic treat-
ment of political questions. ·· ··- -
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HOWAr'10 E. SPRAGG, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

DIVISION OF PUBUc:ATlON 

'JJf1 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10010 

Tel. (212) 475-2121 Ext. ~90, 317 

Dear Colleague: 

UNITED 
CHURCH 
BOARD 

FOR HOMELAND 
MINISTRIES.· 

June 19, 1978 

Enclosed is a copy of a preliminary description of a new confirmation 
resource being developed by the Division of Evangelism, Church Ex~ension, 
and Education and the Division of Publication. The purpose of this 
resource is to provide a viable alternative for those churches who now 
use My Confirmation, but find it increasingly inadequate for their ~ee4s. 

The intention is to retain those characteristics that have made ~ Confirma
~ so useful for the past 36 years and to provide new approac~es in those 
areas where it has become obsolete. 

We would like your r~actions to this outline in the following respects: 

l. The division into seven parts 
2. The division into 3~ chapters 
3. The ideas set forth for each chapter 

Please bear in mind that at this . first stage in the. proc'ess, the description 
does not pretend to state the ideas to be included · in the vocabulary of 
junior high young people. Carefully selected write~s will need to translate 
the appropriate concepts into words, sentences, and exercises suitable for 
the age-group. 

What we are concerned about is determining the most important concepts with 
which this age group needs to wrestle in preparation for the ~ite of 
confirmation. 

Note also that the length of the description of each chapter bears no 
relation to the intended length or importance of that chapter. What it 
does indicate is the fertility of thought of the describe.r in relation 
to the particular topic. 

The outline itself is not intended to .be a prescriptive strait-jacket for 
the writer, but as a guide . to the areas to be covered ~nd · as a suggestive 
stimulator to the writing process. It, t09ether with all the reactions 
to ·it from you and other readers, will be used at a writers' conference as a 
basis for discussi on · and decision as to what finally should be included 
in this publication. Only then will the writers begin to. work. 

' • 
·' 
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We envisage the final resource to be published in an 8~11 paperback somewhat 
longer than: My confirmation, but with fewer pages. It will be an integrated 
text and workbook. 

Accompanying the student's book will be a leader's guide intended as a support 
and companion piece. It will follow the same outline when that is finally 
determined, contain additional text and educational approaches, exercises, 
projects, and session plans. Its development depends heavily upon the 
direction taken by the student's piece. A descriptive outline will be 
circulated for it at a later date. 

Your prompt, critical response to this preliminary descriptive outline will 
Be appreciated. It should qontribute to the excellence of the fin~shed 
product. 

Sincerely yours , 
• A ,,,--. , ,e. ~-~~ ;~--.. ~~~ .. 

t. 

Robert E. Koenig 
Confirmation Implementation Task Force 

REK:SG 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH CO_MMITTEE 

APPEAL FOR HUMAN RELATIONS 
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THE 1978 JEWELRY INDUSTRY 

DIVISION AWARD 
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to 
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The Jeweler's Forecast' 
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GERRY GEWIRTZ 

We nre proud to snlute a distin~uishcd indi
vidunl who combines the crcati\'il)' or the pro
gressive journalist, nnd the concern for people 
of the dedicated humanilnrinn. 

As editor of Tlie Jeweler's Forecast, fashion 
editor or Nt1tiorwl Jeweler, and editor of its .. An-
1111:11 Fashion Guide," Ct•rry Cewirl7. has won 
countless friends bt•c:111se of her profcssionnl ex
pertise and her wmm nnd outgoing personality. 
Her contributions to :1 numlx·r of ma~azint•s on 
varied nspccts of the jewelry field hnve l'Stnh
lished her reputation as one of the industry's 
most knowlcdgcnble reporters. 

Gerry Cewirtz's non-profcssion:i l activi ties 
are extensive. The same t•nt•rgy that 1·n:1hl1·s l1<·r 
to travel ns much ns 75,000 mil1•s a year 
rl'l)(>rting on jewelry in foreign <.•ountrics, marks 

her efforts on h ehnlf of her fellow citizens. She is 11 member of the llo:mJ of 
Trustees of Centrnl Synngogue nnd a board member of the Isrncl Cancer 
Resenrch Fund. She is nlso on the executive committee of the Medical Division 
of the Greater New York Campnign of State of Israel Bonds. 

A member of the Exl.'eutive Committee of Cardinal Cooke's l nnl.'r City Schol
nrship Fund, she serves as well on the Citizens Committee for New York. This 
yenr she was chairperson of the Women's Task Force for the UJA-F1•d1·ratio11 
Diamond, j ewelry and Watch Division. . 

A grnduate of Vassar College, Gerry Gewirtz is married to Dr. Eugene W. 
Friedman, an e111int'nt surgt•on. They have two sons- John, who is graduating · 
from Yale Law School nnd who will join the fir111 of Sullivan and Crnmwdl. ;md 
Hoht'rt. who graduated last month from Vassar College and who will attend 
Columbia Business School. All of the family are dedicated athletes, with Gerry 
concentrnting on tennis. 

Gerry is listed in Wlin's Who iu the East, Who's W/111 of A111eric1111 Women, 
and Foremost Women in Com111unlcatlo11s. · 

We nre privileged to salute this remarkable woman nnd give personnl recogni
tion to the substance nnd spirit of her nchievcments. 

ANDREW GOODMAN 
Nolionnl Gcncrnl Chairman 
Appcnl for Human Relotion1 

JEROME L. GREENE 
New York Choi""an 

Appeal for llumon Relntlon1 

Founded in 1906, tl1e American Jewish Committee Is tl1is co1111try's 11lc111e1>1 
li11111an relations org1111izntio11. It combats bigotry, wotects tlie civil 1111cl religious 
1igl1ts of people at 110111c ancl abroad, and seeks imwovecl 11111111111 relations for all 
men everywhere. 
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Chairman 

STEPHEN L. SINGER 
Finlay Departments 

cordially invites you to attend 

A TESTIMONIAL DINNER 

in honor of 

<;]} ~ <;!} ~we?i/z-
The Jeweler's Forecast 

Nationa( Jeweler 

TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 1978-6:00 P.M. 

;.-: .. · .. ... :--

R.S.V.P. 
Business Attire 

ST. REGIS HOTEL 
Fifth Avenue and Fifty-fifth $~reel 

New York City 

Entertainment by Henny Youngman 

No solicitation of funds 

~ .:.,. ... ,;,..;·· 

$175 per person 
$1,759 per ·table of ten 

I • 
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THE . AMERICAN. JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

·· . to 
.from 

subject 

·June 21, 1978 

Mo:rris Fine/George Gruen 
· . . ~: . . . 

·M. B~rnard Resnikoff j;::. 

JUN 2 9 '978 

Keep~ng a promise that was made following the passage . of the amendnient 
to the criminal code {the so-called ant'i-mission bill) and because of 
a . reported increase of harassment by extremist Je1"1s on Hebrew Christians 
who, allegedly, interp_~eted the amendment as freedom .. to act, I convened 
a special meeting in the AJC office yesterday. Representing the Uriited 
Christian Colll'lcil in Israel was the Rev. Roy Kreider, Vice-Chairman and 
David Yegar, Chairman of the UCCI . Public Relations Committee. Others in 

. attendance were Joseph Emanuel, secretary of the Israel Inter.faith . 
Committee and Father Laurence Volken, chainnan of the Ecumenical Theola-· 
gical Research F~aterni~y in Israel. 

TI,le group fairly quickly agreed to a proposal I had formulated that the 
.. three Jerusalem-based organizations create and supervise .a research effort 
, . that would undertake to establish the facts concerning accus4t.ions made ·in 

· .i the Knesset and· elsewhere of a reported rise of improper and misleading 
missionary activities. Such a team would ·establish liaison ~<1ith the. Unit.ed-. 
Christian Council in Israel. All three organizations agreed equally to -.··. 
share such financial burdens as may come up . And, to 'do the staff' work, · . . . 
I . offered the temporary ·services of our colleague, Yaacov· Pnini, whose . 

r . credentials are suitable for this task and whose job load presently per.,.. ·. : . 
1 mits ·additional respon.sibilities on a short-term basis. 

The idea itself was accepted soon enough and: a decision was made to go . 
ahead. However, because of sensi ti vi'ties, beca~?e of fee lings that· are. 
running high, . because of anxiety· caused by the· introduction of what can 
fairly be described as vigilante groups who are said to be invading the 
homes of' Hebrew Christians, it turne_a· out that · the UCCI had been doing :. 
its own homework and presented a three page draft proposal dated Jwie 8 
1978 {single copy attached). 

It will be seen that this is an ambitious, extraordinary idea that would 
involve a number of international organizations and that will be concerned 
with a variety of related phenomena, including the suggestion that there 
be a simultaneous investigation of inferences that Jews are putting undue ·. 
pressure qn Christians to convert to Judaism. · 

No action was taken on the draft propo.sal at the time al though, on a first 
quick reading, the whole idea leaves me cold. Still, I solicit the per~ 
spective tif my colleagues, and especiaily Marc and his associat:es, as the · 
concerned .o~ganizatforis in this country study the proposal · :(urther: 

:MBR: jw 
cc: Bert Gold 

IAD 
Encl. 

;· 
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DRAFT PROPOSALS 
June 8, 1978 

.. · 

· International Commission of Enquiry into the observance" of 
_ religious freedom in relations between the state and 
Christians and between Jews and Christians in Israel generally 

- with special reference to the issue of factors involved in 
. conversions from one religious group to another • 

Background and Pu.rpose 

The Commission· of Enquiry has been propo.sed by the United Christian Council in 
Israel as an important and necessary initiative to clear the air in Jewish
Christians relation.a following recent Knesset speeches and actions. During 
the course of the debate which led to the enactment of the npenal Code 
Amilndment Lav °CEtiticement to Change of Religion) 1977" • extre~ely s~rioua 
charges were levelleQ. at the Christian churches. No opportunity was afforded 
them to be beard or to reply • . Deep misgivings were also aroused over the use 
of the word ''Mission" to propagate a negative image of the Christian Church 
and, in: some instances, tC? i~c_ite feelings of hatred. . . , .. 

' ··. · -
Simi.J..ar. accusatio~ have from time to time appeared in th~ public media· and 
have even been ·repeated by senior politicians holding positions .\>lhich would 
seem to require sensitivity to the Christian community and to 1nte:r-colllil!Ullal 

::.:.:' · relations. Such negative propaganda bas bi;:en going on over th~. past thirty 
years • . '.: . , ~.: . . ... 

" . .. .. 

" ( :. 
. : I i 

. . . . 
·Another ·i~rtant. factor 'that is disturbing Jewi~h-Christiru1 relations is the . 
charge that Christians have been invo1ved in the use of lir:i,bery or of w:idue 
pressure to "catch souls in their nett•. Whilst Christians would welcome 
objective and hones~ enquiry into this subject, there is equal distreas at 
the variety Qf pressures - social, economic and even "official" - on Christians 
Q~J~\ltj.ah ~d/or European· origin, ;Living in predominantly Jewish mil,ieux, to 
change their religion to Judaism. The Iatin Patriarchal Vicar for Israel 
alluded to this phenomenon in his -letter to the Jerusalem Post . last December. 

. . 
'l. Then there is the whole area of . specia1 privileges offered by the State to 

converts to Judaism only. This, coup1ed ·with the legal :r:equirement that both 
parties must be of the same religion to marry: in Israel, is of itself a form 

,.; l './ ~ ;: •. of inducement - in so!lle cases, even of pressure and coercion - to "change or 
·:·~-'t j · reiigion°. 
~· •' ,;..~·· -.~· ~ :.. :·1 - ~~~-;·"°\:';.-... ~ .. 

. . ... ., , . 

II 

Finally,. there is the whole question ·or the use of threats or of actual. violence, 
such as has occurred against . Christian places of worship in JeruSalem and . 
against' the small group of believers in Rosh Pinna. .The Commission of' .Enquiry 
should look into these illegal activities and examine the connection between 
groups like the Peylim Yad L'Achim and official government bodies giving 
financial, information and moral support to anti-missionary activities. · · 

The United Christian Cotmcil .is convinced, along with other men-of goodwill, 
that an International Commission of Enquiry, made up.of Jews and Christians 
in equal numbers, could make an important contribution to prepare for a - · 
restoration and eventual improvement of mutual t:t'U.st, estetim and goodwill • 
A thoroll8h investigation into the range of subject.-; outlined above, enjoying 
the full cooperation of the State, which will have its own interests in 
isproving int~r-communal rel~tions, will be welcomed both in !srae1 and abI'1:>ad. 

Composition ~d Terms .of Reference 
I• 

Th~ Commission comprises representatives of internationally recognised bodies •'J 
to carry out the investigations and tasks committed to it, to rep0rt back their 
findings to their respecti·ve bodies nnd to ensure adequate publicity of th~ -
findi.iiga that will enhance honest relations between the r~ligious communities 
in Israel. -

- /To enable 
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To enable the Commission to have an adequate local base, it ia propoaed that 
a coalition of the Israel Interfaith Committee, the American Jewish Committee · 
and tha Ecucenica1 Theological Research Fraternity would liaise with the 
United Christian Council in Israel on the nomination and appointment or 
persons or professional competence, objectivity and international prestige 
t he Commission personnel to include one representative from each of.the 
following bodies: 

a) 'Iba Synagogue Council of America . 
b) 'Ihe World Jewish Congress 
c) 'lbe World Council of Churches 
d) The Holy See (Secretariat for Christian Unity, or of "Justice and Peace") 
e) The American Jevish Committee · 
f) 'lhe Israel Interfaith Committee 
g) 'Ihe Ecumenica1 Theological Research Fraternity (Israel.) 
h ) . The Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
i) The United Christian Council in Israel 
j)° The Eva.ngelica1 All:iance (International) 

The above composition wou1d ensU:re participation of Christiana and Jews in 
equal numbers. These wou1d be known as the Constituting Bodies of th_!t 
Commission. .. .· . . 

:.: · . ,. . ... ;- .. . :. ' 

'Ihe· C::Ommiesion would be bound by: ·:: . ·:: · ·-. :·:. :: 

i) . 'Ibe terms of reference worked out between the local. coalition bodies 
referred to in ll, 1. above. These would co-ver the razige of concerns 

·.•·Outlined in ''Background and Purpose" above. (See •1Tasks" below.) 

ii) · . 'lbe fundamenta1 princip1es agreed by the above ten Consfituting Bodie-s 
· before the start of the Commission's work. . · · · · · 

iii) · Any further rules and regulations accepted wianimously by t he. membe~s 
. . of the Commieeion provided always they be in accordance· with the 

· . ·fundamental principles and terms of reference in i) and ii) above. 

3. Other Provisions 

a) · nie Cosission ca."lllot be bound by a:ny directiv&s, decisions or ·guidelines 
etc., issuing from the Constituting Bodies after t~e date on which it 
official1y begins its work. 

b) The Com::dssion will, in the first instance, be appointed for a period -of 
one year, after .which it etust produce a full report and publish its 

". l!lain findings. . . 
c) If' necessary, it eay ask the Constitut~ng Bodies to extend its term by 

a further period of eix months or one yea:r. 

d) Interim reports are to be made available at t he end of every three months 
· of the ColCl!lission's work, unless there are serious reasons to withhold 

t hem. 

e) Reports are approved by majority vote. 

f) Any decisions not relating to itelllS i), ii) and iii) e.'bove may be approved. 
by simple majority vote. 

III Tasks of the Commission (not 'in order of importance) 

A. 

B. 

. . 
To ascertain whether Christian individua1.s or institutions in Israe1 have 
been using pressure, extortion, the offer of material benefits, in return 
for a pers0n' s change of religion, other than would accord wit h the concept 
or religious freedoms expressed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and accept!;!.ble in a democratic state. To produce as complete a reco:rcl as 
possible o~ the actual facts with accompanying assessme~ts. 

To ascertain whether social, economic, psychological, administrative or 1egal 
pressures have been brought to bear on Christians .in Israel to cbangs their 
religion; and whether their right to roligious freedoms , as outlined .in tbe 
Universal· ~claration of Huu:an Rights, has been restricted, violated or 
otherwise interferad with by an:y groups or individuals. To produce as 
complete a reco:rcl as possible. of the actua1 facts with accompanying 
a.ssess~nts. . . 

· /To investigate 

; . 
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c. To investigate the whole rru'.tge of charges· made in the Knesset- against 
Christiana aa a justification for paasi'Dg the so-called "Anti-Mission I.aw"; 
and to recommend guide1ines to prevent a recurrence of attacks agains~any 
religious community that is not able to defend itself within the privileged 
forum of the Knesset. · . . · . 

D. -To &Ssees the justification for the "Penal Code Amendment Law (Enticecent to 
Change of Religion) 1977" in the light of the Commission's findings. 

E. !I'o study the I.av's compatibility with the privileges granted to converts to 
Judaism under the revised Law of Return and the legal. requirement that one 
party mwst convert in _order to marry a person of another religion. 

IV 'llle Commission and the State 

The Comission of Enquiry is grateful t;, the State of Israel for its. 
willingness to allow 'investigations that could lead to significant improvements 
in inter-religioua .coiiimunity relat_ions. · · 

The Commission welcomes the -fullest possible cooperation .of the State ' and 
its officials to arrive at the truth behind the serious charges made, · 
remembering constantly that its aim is to restore and firmly establish 
peace and harmony between the different religious communities. 

The Commission gratefully accepts that this is al so tho. desire oi' the State 
which will therefore havo o. direct interest in its work and findings. · 

?IOTE: These proposals are presented by the Liaison Colll:!littee of the United 
·Christian Counci1 in Israe1. 

~ . : 

, . 

· · :. 

•. • I 

: (, 



. 1' 

... ~ ., 

MEMORANDUM 

UNITED CHURCH BOARD 
FOR HOMELAND MINISTRIES July·_ 12, 1978 Date 

to 

287 Park Avenue South 
New York, N. Y. 10010 

Prospective Writers of the New UCC Confirmation Resource 

From Ralph Weltge, Chairman, DECEE Confirmation Task Force 
,. .... 

·1n re The Proposal 

Nevin Harner, one of the saints of the Old ·Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
wrote the first edition of ·My ·confirmation in 1942; and, after periodic 
revisions, it is still used by 15,000 confirmands in the UCC each year. 
Rarely does a curriculum piece last 36 years or serve the . educational 

-ministry of the church so well . Hats off to Harner! 

The time has come to replace it with a comparable new resource. That is 
one of the findings of an extensive confirmation research project . 
undertaken by the Board. So we are going to produce a 35 session students' 
text - "Christianity 101" for 13-14 year old youth who are being prepared 

- for confirmation. And this time it will be done by a team of about 15 
writers, more than enough talent to match Harner's earlier achieven:i.ent. 
More than 20,000 youth are confirmed each year in ·the ucc, and we believe 
they deserve the best resource possible in our own day. 

This memo, along with a personal letter concerning the relevant chapter(s) 
in your case, is being sent to you with the request that you participate 
in the project as one of the writers. Also you will find. a reply card for 
your initial response. . <. . ~ .. l" . 

Enclosed also is· a "preliminary description" that gives the chapter working 
titles and suggests the general areas to be covered. It was produced by the 
editorial team (Larry Kalp, Bob Koenig, and myself), got a little out of hand, 
wanders, preaches·, etc. ; .but it does suggest · some points of view, scopes, and_ 
the thinking 0£ the team. It is being further processed by circulation to 
selected _readers who will critique it. That response·, along with discussions 
with each writer, so that his/her thinking on the mateI'ial to be covered can 
be integrated, will produce the final scopes. The writing will be done on the 
basis of mutual agreements between the author and the editorial team. 

The writer's .fee will be $200 per chapter, with an average word count of ~200 
words per chapter. Possible adjustment either way is anticipated since some 
chapters may require longer treatment than others. The actual fee in the case 
of each writer will be negotiated at the point of signing the contract, which 
will include data on ~ord counts and chapter ~ontent. As church curric~lum 
writing fees go it is a "sweetheart contract" - the highest pay per word ever· 
offered by t~e UCBHM. The reason for that is our intention to get the best 
theologians possible and to produce a resource of the high~st quali~y. The 
pay is goog and the writi_ng has got to be good (new stuff, not old lecture~ 
or sermons ! l , ' 

• i 
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Because this is curriculum writing in which we suggest the scope and general 
content to be included, it will be on a "for hire" basis. This means that 
we will be purchasing your efforts outright and will be free to edit and 
revise as we see fit. You of course will be given a chance to see the final 
product before it goes to press and would have final say as to whether your 
name would be ~sed. (Contributing writers will be listed in an appendix.) .. 

As isccustomary, we will schedule a writers' conference for those· working 
on this resource over a weekend in September. We hope to have as many ~f 
the writers as possible meet with the editorial staff and other consultants 
in order to discuss revisions of the scopes, content of the chapters, and 
writing for this particular age group. We are able to underwrite your room, 
bo~d. and travel expenses. 

The present schedule ~ooks like this: Contracts will be negotiated during 
July ~Y mail/phone consultation. The deadline for first drafts of the 
manuscripts will be Reformation Day 1978. During the late fall and winter 
the units will be tested and evaluated 1n numerous churches across the UCC. 
Revisions, where necessary, will be done during the spring and summer of '79. 
The ptjblication date will be sp~ing of 1980. 

I :: .. know that this proposal comes to you out of the clear blue s~ (take it as 
a sign) and must be considered in the light of ongoing commitments and 
responsibilities. All those being approached are experienced writers 
having demonstrated facility with the subject matter being ..Proposed; thus· we 

. , · shoulti be working with minimum illisions about the work r«<iUired and the · 
competence being. solicited. I hope you wil~ be willing to work this project 
into your schedule. 

Please let me know by return mail, if at all possible, whether· or· not you 
are interested in helping- to develop this -resou;-ce. I-f you have any 
questions you can ·call me collect at (212) 475-2121, Ext. 279. If I'm· . 

: 

. not1 in you can talK to-Bob Koenig at the same· number:,. Ext. 390 • ..::. ··Larry,r::::';;,.-.·· 
Kalp of .Bangor Semi.nary, who joined our Divi~ional staff on July 5 as-. · 
Secretary for Older Children's Education, will be the editor of this 
resource . His number is the same, Ext. 281. 

.. ' 

Thank you for giving this important .project your serious consideration. 

I. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

·subject 

July 21, 1978 

HaroJd Applebaum, Morris Fine, Irving Levine, Yehuda Rosenman, 
Seymour Samet, Ira Silverman, Marc Tanenbaum 

Phyllis Sherman 

Program Emphases Statement 

Attached is the draft Program Emphases Statement I was 
asked to draw up after the .SAC June program planning meeting. 

Please go over the sections that apply to your programs and 
let me have any suggested ·changes in writing by July 27. 
If the text ·is satisfactory, please let me know this in 
writing as well. 

Thank you for your cooperati~ 

/ 

.PHS:mb 
Enc . 

cc: Bert Gold 
Sel~a Hirsh 
Will Katz 

~ ~ ": 1~~/ 
;i-~~: 



. . . , .. . 
. -~: " .- ,,· 
~ 

.-· 
D R A F r · THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Proposed Program ·Emphases ·far 1978~79 . 

Priorities for Interdepartmental Coordination and Chapter Involvement : 

~-:.·.,:t:.·: · 1. Building understanding and support for IsroeZ t'hI>ough programs of 
... "'~('~ . . public interpretation ~n .Middle East issues and repre_sentations . ~~tc~~1~~ to u . .s. GovePnJ11ent off?,c?,aZ~. . ... . 

~ · Emphasis will be placed on: Conveyi_ng a better u~derstandi_ng of Isra,el 's 

.• 

,~"'"~c;jsition on ·Mideast issues and, in particular, clari'fying the congruity of these 

. ··~..,.j pos i ti on s wi th Ameri ca ' s nation a 1 i nte rest; counteracting the expected inc re as e 

~ in anti-Israel attacks within the UN system and in other international forums ; 
¥ ,IJ\r/A . 
~~ · and attempting to combat anti-Israel groups within the various church bodies . 
~ . 

In addition, AJC will continue to seek to clarify the relationship bet~een 

.~ Israel and Other Jewish conmunities, including the possibi lities of improvement of 

·corrmunication with the American Jewish community on Mideast policy questions and 

between it and the Israel government. 

Chapt_ers will be expected to interpret Middle East issues to local in

fluentials , to state and city government officials and to their representatives 

in the U.S. House and Senate . The~ will also continue to work independently -and 

cooperatively with community Mideast task forces. 

2. Countering anti- Israel and anti- J_ewish Arab influence in the United 
States and aombatting the A:r>ab boycott. · 

Emphasis will b~ placed on: stepping up the information and public relations 

aspects of the program, including stimulating articl es on all aspects of Arab 

{nfluence and .wi~espread distribution of Petro-Impact; an~lysis of the possi

bi-lities for new legislation on reporti ng requirements and limitations on foreign 

investments; and urging compliance with and monitoring enforcement of Federal 

anti-boycott regul ations; including monitoring di scrimination a_gainst Jews in hiri_ng. 

i 
. ) · 

' 
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Chapters will be encouraged to ·continue monitoring local signs of Arab 

influence; to enhance connectiQns with local business leadership around com

pl i ance with the new anti-boycott regulations; to ·meet with university .contacts 

with respect to Arab influence on the ·campus ; to enlist local church leaders 

in efforts to counteract Arab influence in church bodies and to promote Jewish

Arab/\dial ogue(. v-~C~ 
3. Proteating the rights of Jews in aount ries wher e their s~aurity_ is 

threatened.. · 

AJC will continue to work toward increased Jewish emigration from the 

U.S. S.R . and to help implement the human rights principles to which the Soviet 

Union is pledged under 'the Helsinki Accord. A special emphasis will be to 

expose the increasing anti-Semitism in the Soviet Un~on. 

It will also continue to counteract anti-Semitism and human ·rights 

violations in South America, especially Argentina, and in Moslem countries, 

particularly Syria, through representations to the White House, the U.S. State 

Department, and through contacts with governments of other concerned countries. 

Chapter ~ctivities on Soviet Jewr.y will continue to be undertaken mainly 

through the Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry and as p~rt of local 

coordinating efforts on behalf of Soviet Jewry. Chapters will also continue 

to serve as major sources for local information dissemination on the treatment 

of Jews in South America. 

4. Promoting human rights concepts within the demoeratic perspective 
and advocating the estabZishment of inteI71.ationai standards f or, 
and measures to, i mplement internationaZ human ·right s. 

Major emphasis will be placed on: analyzing U.S. human rights policy 'after 

Helsinki and making recommendations with regard to it; planning and participating 

in appropriate activities in anticipation of the review conference on the 

implementation of the Helsinki Accord scheduled for Madrid in 1980; developing 

strategies. in cooperation with other groups, for U.S. Senate ratification of · 

I' 
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the Genocide Convention, the convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination, and two omnibus covenants o.n human rights. A number of special · 

projects in this area, funded by the Jacob Blaustein Institute, will make it 

possible for us to enhance our human rights activities in 1978-79. 

Chapters will be encouraged to engage in local human rights programs in 

celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Human Ri.ghts Declaration and to promote 

and plan activities around the soon-to-be-published volume, Human Rights~ 

Contemporary Issues and Jewish Perspectives, originally based on the McGill 

Colloquium. 

5. Encow:oaging effective national energy policies to help keep America's 
foreign policy free of outside influence and to protect this country's 
economic and social well-being through educational programs directed 
pri71ar>ily at our members and the Jewish community/._ as wezi as advocacy 
of specific measw:oes designed to achieve the objective. · 

Emphasis will be .on: stimulating U.S. Government policies to help bring about 

a more competitive world oil market so as to reduce the Saudi Arabian influence 

over U.S. foreign policy. AJC will advocate specific me·asures designed to ·Change 

the mecha.nism by which oil is imported into this country and will attempt to 
t • ·' . 

encoura.ge U.S. policies for ·the promotion of' oil exploration and deve 1 opment in. 

non-OPEC countr~es. 

AJC will also continue its efforts to ~dvocate domestic energy policies 

designed to make the U.S. more energy self-sufficient, including measures to 

increase domestic production, to ·better utilize existing energy sources, and 

to maximize development of alternate sources through direct representations 

to government officials, through the media, and· through cooperative programs 

with Jewish and non-Jewish organ·i zati ons concerned about energy pol icy. 

Chapters will be encouraged to promote educational forums on energy issues, 

to join with others in their communities to promot~ domestic energy self-suffi ciency 

and to make representations to congresspersons on U.S. energy· policies. 
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6. Ident.ifying, advocating and gathering support for non-quota · 
affiPmative action programs in education and employment, 
specifically directed at the minority disadvantaged and women, 
in order to reatify. the consequences of past discrimination. 

Empha~is will be 6n: h~lping to establish a national co~lition for effectiv~ 

affirmative action; "Post Bakke •- A Prescription for Action" will be published· 

with-recommended programs in response to the Sup!'eme Court action in favor. of 

Bakke, with special reference to minimizing any negative intergroup relatipns 

fallout as a result of the decision; and the preparation of a PPerti~e~t Paper" 

on the findings of ·a series of AJC sponsored meetings on examination of 

affirmative. action in higher education and professional graduate schoois. 

Chapters will be encouraged to convene with the local Urban League 

affil iates replication o('the Racine, Wisconsin Conference on Urban Yo.uth 

Unemployment~ to continue to work on local affirmad_ve. action programs, 

including monitoring university programs; and to promote the -passage of the 

Equal Rights Amendment. 

7. Definin{; ·poliey and guidelines fo'Y' educational and advocacy programs 
that strength{3n the jeUJish family and enhci.nce its role in furthering 
Jewish identity. · E'xpZoring with otner ethnic and reZigious groups 
issues of corrunon concern relating to the maintenance and the role 
of national public policy in thi·s area. · 

Emphasis will be on: completion of the last year of the three~year JCAD 

program on the family, culminating in policy recommendations by the special 

AJC Task force on the Jewish Family and publication of its report. After 

the report is revjewed, a conference will be held to introduce it to other 

Jewish organizations. The findings of the intermarriage study will be analyzed 

and implemented. In addition,, preli.minary efforts will .be undertaken- to establish 

a National Jewish Family Center. 

.:.·. 
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AJC will publish "The American Family in a Pluralistic Society"; will 

work to see to it that the .special needs of the Jewish family are integrated 

into the national discussion on policy rel(lting to the American family.; will 

publish a manual on depolarizing family life issues; .and will prepare model 

legislation to promote f~mily centers. 

Cha.pters will be encouraged to hold conferences on the Jewish Family~ 

on the intermarriage study~ · on "The American Family in a Pluralistic Society; 

and in selected cities to create local coalitions in suppor.t of ·u.s. policies 

to strengthen the family. 

8. Promoting improvement in social progZ>aTTls and developmen~ of sound 
urban policy to protect the interest of Jews and to alleviate inter
group tensions. 

Soecia1 · emphasis will be placed on: encouraging full employment and major 

job programs in order to reduce economic trauma and its resultant social costs, 

including publicati~n ·of a pamphlet hi~hlighting the ~eport at th~ naiional 

consultation on "The Social Impact or Economic Distress·:; the produc.tion of 
... •\ • : I. • . 

"white sheets" about welfare and national health care; · participaticm in the 

national debate on federal urba~ policy, including e~plorati~n of the implica-
. · 1 • • • . . 

tions of Proposition 13; continuation of the work . of the Center for Commtmity 

Development; an.d expansion of ~ewish communa1° sen~itiv)ty to urban programs •. . • ' . . . . 

through the newly created committee of the NJCRAC ~<?.nm~ ssion. on Equal Opportunity. 

AJC will also continue to work for community crime prevention and criminal 
-

justice reform through the National Alliance for Safer Cities and AJC chapters. 

Chapters will be assisted in forming Centers for Community Development 

in thei.r · communities, and. will be enco~raged to form local · coalition~ for 

full emp.l. oyment . . 

' 
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MAJOR DEPARTMENTAL EMPHASES (ADDITIONAL DEPARTMENT!\~ PRlQIUTIES} 

The Foreign Affairs Department 

The emphasis of the Foreign· Affairs Departme~t will be in pursuance of 

AJC's priority program objectives to prevent erosion of public and government 

support for Israel and to strengthen and reinforce the .support that already 

exists. Special emphasis will be p]aced on counteracting efforts by the U.S. 

government to impose peace terms on Israel and to make known to the Israeli 

government the impact on American public opinion of their policies and pro-· 

nouncements. In addition the Foreign Affairs Department will continue to 

participate in' efforts to increase the emigration of Jews. f~om the Soviet 

Union, to counteract anti-Semitism in South .America and to promote human 

rights .. 

Intereligious Affairs Department 

Q~~.,Pl'f" The Interreligious Affairs Department will continue to seek to strengthen 

o 1~•\i\1-.... Evange.licahJewish relations. Special emphasis will be. placed on interpretive 
\\JI \ ~1~ . 
~t""' work based on AJC's "Evangelicals .and Jews in Conversation." IAD will also 
~~ . ~ 
'(!...0~'$1> intensifr its work with local mainline Protestan~ groups as well as with 

c~k. Cf 1\1.t~ ~ b 11\c~ ~ ~Jpt.,\N1C v~ . 
Catholics,A1ncluding ·'discussions on Jerusalem and the Palestinians} 

Building on the NBC TV program, IAD will work with ~hristian on the 
. ~ y~~, ~1 ... ·S. 1 h<.e JIM.°1! /~ ~ ~. 1• , , --. 

way in which the HolocaustA~ing taught in church-sponsored sc ools . 

Publ°ications on "Lutherans and Jews" and "Greek Orthodox and Jews" will 

be the basis for dialogue with these church bodies. 

Institute on Pluralism and Group Identity 

IPGI will focus on strengthening Jewish alliances with other ethnic gr~ups 

around such issues as support for the American family and the pro~otion of 

culturally sensitive mental health and educational programs. It will continue 

to explore the implications of ethnic identity for Jews and other groups 



.... 
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historically, politically, cultur~lly, economically, and l.egally, as they 
... 

relate to legitimate group interests and other problems of group conflict in 

the American pluralistic society. 

It will publish a number of analyses on such subjects as "Attitudinal 
. . . . 

Perceptions of Economic Mobility -- Black and White Ethnic Differences, 11 

"Ethnicity and Juvenile Delinquency," 11 Ethno-therapy with Jews/' and an analysis . . 
of the ethnic/minority and community support system sections of the President's 

Commission on Mental Health Report, including consideration of sponsor~hip of · 

a coalition to implement these sections of the report. 

r?> . = -~- ' ;y< . .;.~:::::: : -------.....-----:;:> 

Jewish Co1T111unal Affairs Department 

The Je~i sh Corranuna l Affairs Department will expand. the outreach of the 

Academy for ·Jewish Studies Without Walls by produ~fog discussion guides. for 

group study; by promoting the introduction of the Academy courses into col~ege 

curricula and by planning programs to reach Chr)stian centers of learn~ng. 

The programs in Jewish education, in light of t~e . findings of the AJC Colloquium 

on Jewish Education and Jewish !~entity, will be reviewed; educational programs 
.. 

on Israel-Diaspora relations undertaken; and a consultation in the field of 

adult Jewish education will be convened. The findings of the consultations 

on Curricula and the Portrayal of Sephardic Jewish Ideas and Experiences in 

Jewish Education will be distributed as well as the treatment of women and 

girls in Jewish textbooks and curricula. 

Programs to strengthen Jewish identity will focus on the report entitled 
11 Psycho-Dynamics of 'Jewish Identity" -- a study of new fonns of Jewis·h religious 

experience and their effects on Jewish identity. 

' : .. 
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Domestic Affairs 

The Domestic Affairs Department through its various divisions will 

continue to: combat anti-Semitism in this country by calling attention to 

the activities of anti-Semites and extremist 9roups, with particular emphasis 

on the recent neo-Nazi tactics. 

AJC will continue to participate. in litigatio~ of concern to AJC 

especially in cases where AJC can express l.egitimate support for Black and . 

Hispanic concerns, as a part of its program to promote Black-Jewish cooperation; .. 
~ . 

to .increase. job qpportunities for Jews in the executive suite .through the ··- ... . .. . . ' . . . . . · .. ' .. .:.·.-:' " 

creation of a national business advisory panel to assist in efforts with Fortune 

500 corporations. 

It will also seek to minimize i.ntergroup tensions in public elementary 

and · secondary education around such issues as integration and school finances 

through such _ efforts as the publication of a pamphlet on "The Public Stake 

in Public Education." The department is , studying the issue of undocumented 

Qliens with a view toward developing policies and strategies to deal with 

this problem from an intergroup relations standpoint. 

PHS:mb 
7/20/78 

78-900-95A 

.. 
·~ 



MOST REVEREND 

Mr.TAOPOLITAN PHILIP 

PRIMAT8 

August 9, 1978 

• 
K'WalUN NA88AR 

Dl!Pf. 01' INFORMATION a MllDIA Ra.ATICllH 

817 TEN ALLEGHENY CEHnR 

PITTSBURGH,PEHHSYLVANIA18Z1S 
(412) S&l .. 4'1 

J\ldioclfiatt @rlqobnx QIIyrisfum ~rdyhiouet 
OF NORTH AMERICA 
358 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

ENGLEWOOD. NSW JERSEY 07831 

ao1 871-ISIB 

CONTACT: Miss Kweilin Nassar, Pittsburgh 
Mr. Bill Essey, Englewood 

FOR IMMEDIATE. RELEASE 

ORTHODOX REAFFIRM STAND ON LEBANON 

At its 33rd annual General .Convention, hosted July 23-30 in Houston, Texas, the 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North Amer.ica, headed by Metropolitan 

Philip Saliba, unanimously endorsed a statement reaffirming-its stand on the tragic 

Lebanese situation. The text of the statement is as follows: 

"The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, many of whose 

parishioners . are of Lebanese descent, restates that its position on Lebanon is 

non-partisan. The Archdiocese has repeatedly deplored the on going bloodshed in 

Lebanon an~ has repeatedly rea£firmed its support for the independence, integrity, 

sovereignty, and unity of a democratic Lebanon. This position still stands. The 

Archdiocese has called and still calls for the ending of hostilities and the 

restoration of peace based on true democratic principles. It has also viqorously 

sought to maintain the unity of the Arab Americans on the issue of Lebanon. It 

will continue to prom:>te this unity as it will continue to impress on the United 

States Government the need for a comprehensive and just solution to the chronic 

Arab-Israeli conflict which has contributed to and aggravated the Lebanese tragedy. 

The Archdiocese definitely decries ·th.e media's erroneous reporting and the Zionists' 

false portrayal of the strife in Lebanon as a Christian-Muslim conflict rather than 

what it is: a social-economic and political struggle aggravated by external forces. 

The deep concern of this Archdiocese over the tragic situation in Lebanon, expressed 

(MORE) 

" ••• IM Dbd#'1 """" rdlUll CIJtlstUtu fil'll hi "'11iorbi11 
AC'T9 •to• 
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: 
in .many ways in the past three years, continues. We hope and pray that out of this 

I 

. I . 
bloQdletting and des'truction a stronger, more united and democratic Lebanon will 

emerge." 

The Houston ~m~en~on attracted .over two thousands delegates and participants, 

representing the~ hunclred. Wld. fifty thousands -rs of the Archdiocese. The 

Statement on LelMnori. was drafted and submitted to the General Assembly by the 

I . . 
Archdiocesan Department of Near East and Arab Affairs w'hose chairman is Dr. . I . 

I 

Frank Maria of warner, New Hampshire. 

# * * 
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T H E UNIVERSITY 0 F JUDAISM 

WEST COAST BRANCH OF THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

1~600 MULHOLLANO ORIVE • LOS ANGELES. CA 90024 • 1213) 879·4114 .• 4'2·9366 

Oean of Cont inuing Eclucation 
ancl Community Outreach August 10, 1978 

TO Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

. FROM: Rabb{ Jack Shechter 

This is to confirm the arrangement we have agreed upon for your visit here 
to the West Coast and the various lectures you will be delivering under our 
aegis. 

I must say at the out·s_et that it is a privilege and pleasure, indeed, having 
you with us· for what I am c~:>nfident will be an educational experience of 
great v~lue for our people . . I think also you will p~rsonal~y enj?Y the. 
experience. 

The dates and locales .we have agreed upon for your visit here are as follows: 

1) Calgary - under . the auspices of Jewish Community Council and 
coopera~. ing group~ on Sunday evening, March 18, 1979. 

· 2) Edmonton - .u.nder . the auspices of Congregation Beth Shalom. on 
Monday evening , March 19, 1979. 

3) Vancouver - under the auspices of Congregation Beth Israel on 
Tu~sdaJ evening, ·March 20, 1979. 

4) Seattle - under the auspices of Congregation Herzl-Ner Tamid on . 
Wednesday eveni~g, March 21, · 1979." 

. ' 

5) Portland - under · ~he aupsices of the Synagogue Council composed of 
Orthodox, 'conservative and Reform Synagogues on Thursday evening, 
March 22, 1979. 

6) Spokane. - under the auspices of Temple Beth Shala on Saturday evening, 
March 24, 1979. 

[

The total honorarium we have agreed to for all of the above appearances is 
. $3,000, plus expenses. 

---0 . . 
~ A~ part of our underst;anding, . your appearance on the West Coast is an "exclusive" 

in that you will not undertake appearances anywhere else on the West Coast 
during this period. I am sure you underst~nd the ~urpose and spirit of this. 
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· I do hope all of thi~ is ~lear. If there is anything that needs further 
explanation at t ·hfs time, 'please be in touch with me. We will be in touch . 

· With you , in any cas~, at the time of the lectures approaches concerning 
·travel arrangements, itinerary, etc. 

I hope y,ou share ill 01,1r feeling of great anticipation of the exc.iting things 
to come as we work in tandem on all of · this during the. coming year. 

With all good wishes, I am · 

Co~dially yours, 

~ac \< 5\,, ··~ '-"'<",. 

Rabbi Jack Shechter 

JS:bg 

.-
) ' 
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HOWARD E. SPRAGG, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

UNITED 
CHURCH 
BOARD 

DIVISION OF EVANGELISM, CHURCH EXTENSION AND EDUCATION 

EDWARD A. POWERS, GENERAL SECRET ARY 

LARRY E. KALP. OLDER CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

287 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YORK, N. Y.10010 

Dr. Mark Tannenbaum 
!°65 East 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Dr. Tann~nbaum: 

FOR HOMELAND 
·MINISTRIES 

August 21, 1978 

It was good talking with you on the phone· today. Enclosed 
is the descr-iption of the new confirmation resource which I 
described. I call your attention to the insert on Chapter 25 
'.'Christians and Jews." This has been pulled out of the majoi; 
text and will be found in the original on pages 25-27. You can 
see how we envlsion it fitting into the complete resource. 

We feel that this is a sisnificant and important addition 
and we shall be grateful for y·our cr.itique and suggestions of 
possible writers. wK~ji you have had an opportunit"y to review 
the material I shall be happy to talk to you in more detail 
about our schedule. 

) 

LEK:nnnw 
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"1ATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 
' 
CHURCHES OF CHRISTtNTHEU.S.A. 
i . 

l. 
-~ 475 Riverside Drive, New Yor:k, N.Y . 10027 (212) 870-2141 

Will iam P. Thompson, President Claire Randall , General Secretary 

o::>NFIDENriAL 

Ral:bi M:l.rc H. Tanenbatnn 
'!'he American Jewish camuttee 
165 ~st 56th Street 
New York, New Yo~k 10022 

Dear M:lrc: 

August 22, 1978 

I have recently received another letter" fran the Very Reverend Paul 
Schneirla, ~essing his continuing concern that. he has never 
received fran yt;>u any evidence or d.0cum:mtation regarding the allega
tions against Bish::>p Saliba and Frank Maria, which you ' wrote Sane · 
while back. . 

He is now prepared to bring this matter t0 our Governing Boa.rd in its 
N0veTiber .meeti.ng with what he terms a fulJ.. surmary of the events and 
a resolution calling for excluding the American Jewish Cmmittee as 
an observer to the Governing' Board. He indicated that he wished to do 
this before our last Governing Board meeting and Bill Weiler was able 
to talk him out of it. However, I do not believe we ·Can talk him out 
of it again. 

Frankly, Marc, tj:le man does have a legitimate oonceril. such statenents 
in writing that are not doeurrented' when requested d0 leave problan.S. 
I don't want this kind of situation to arise µi our Goyetning Board. 
I hope that you don't want it either. Therefore, ;r thlllk it would be 
proper all ar<;rund .if you would resj;x:>nd to his request far document-
ation or withdraw allegations. · 

I will be glad to discuss further with you how we inig~ handle this in 
a zrore peaceful and amicable way. Please write me yo~ ideas of how to 
deal with this. 

M::>st sincerely, 

e~ 
Claire Randall 

C€: W. Weiler 

CR:gv 
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· Rabbi Aaron N. H. ·Krauss 
407 North Lancaster Avenue 
Margate, New Jersey· 08402 

Dear Rabbi Krauss: 

August 24, 1978 

----
· . ~ 

I -. 

. I am responding to your· no~e of August 17th. ··The . en~losed ·~ 
kit of materials will give you some background' information on our 
progr~ and I would be delighted to _ be of assistance to you in plan• 
_ning and carrying out an interreligious study . tour of Israel from 
your area. 

All of our .study tours are individually designed to the 
needs and professional interests of each group's participants and 
include no~ only all the arrangements for travel and hotels and 
itinerary which ~eatures both the Biblical and modern Israel but 
also, and mo~t im:portant, m~etings with leaders in govermnent, in• 
~erreligious dialogue, education: al1 at a price that reflects our 
status -as .a non profit agency. · 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if you 
would like me. to proceed with a firm proposal. Generally speaking, 
we need a miniml.DD. of three months advance notice, and believe that 
for the purposes of dialogue the best size group is betWeen fifteen 
and_· thirty people; A free package is built .in for the tour leader. 

IW:fln 
Encl. 

bee: 

I look forward - to hear~ng from you again. 

· sincerely, 

.. J . .. . .. - . . 

Arthur. Rifkin · 
Rab?i Marc Tanenbal.DD. 

.. Inge Lederer Gibe 1 
National Coordinator 
Visitors to Israel Program 

., 

' ,, 
~\ 

" 

' 
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R abbi Aaron N. H. Krauss 
407 N. Lancaster Avenue 

Margate, N. ] . 08402 

August 17, 1978 

The A.'!leric an J ei-:i sf: Co~al':li ttee 
Institute of Hunan Relations 
165-5(5th St. 
New York, n. Y. 10022 

Re : A. J . C's Visitors to 
Israel Prosram 

Gentlemen: 

I am interested in forming a st'..ldy tour to 
Israel involvin,_q; Christial".sand Je~·:s from the Greater 
Atlantic City area. Accordingly, any nuterial you 
might send regurd ine; t~is :natter would be deeply appreciated . 

'I-hanking you in advance for your assista.'1ce, I an 

Very sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Aaron Krauss 
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:J/ie £Juli Stein qui/J 
Our ofaJ'J o/ 1Jiclor'J Church 

60 WILLIAM STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10005 
September 6, 1978 

Dear .. Rabbi · Tanenbaum: 

The Edith Stein Guild extends . to you a cordial in
vi-tation to a -t -tend the unveiling of our long- awaited Memorial 
to Edith Stein and the countless victims of the Holocaust. 

This event· will take place on October 14th (the closest 
Saturday to Edith Stein ' ? b i r thday , October 12th) at Our Lady 
of Victory Church beginning with a Concelebrated Mass at Noon . 
It is a distinct· privilege to announce that our homilist will 
be the Reverend Edward H. Flann~ry , a guiding light over the 
years in Jewish-Catholic relations , the author of .The Anguish 
of the J ews, and a past recipient of our Edith Stein Award . 
The blessing and unveiling of our magnificent Memorial will follow. 

We will have an opportunity to greet ea~h other informally 
at a ieception in the Lower Church and also to meet the world
renowned artist who has made this work possible , Professor 
Belfort~Chalat who will be flying in from Syracuse where she 
is a ~ember of the Fine Arts Department of LeMoyne .College. As 
an added treat, Mary Eunice of· Mary Productions will reRder a 
beautiful monologue on Edith Stein (Sr . _Benedic.ta of the Cross). 

Please drop us a line at the above address , c/o of the 
Edith Stein Guild, letting us know that you. will jdin us on 
this memorable occasion. 

Charlotte T. Lowit 

CTL/am 

PS: Members of the Clergy .are most welcome to concelebrate. 
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AT NOON ON OCTOBER 141H 
in Our Lady of Victory 
Church in New York City, 

· a Concelebrated Mass will 
open the dedication of a 
beautiful burnished bronze 
plaque in memory of the 
millions who died in Con
centration camps, repres
ented by that 'One in a 
Million' Teresia Benedicta 
of the Cross: EDITil STEIN. 
Centered here is a photo -
graph_. taken by .the · artist', 
Jacqueline Belfort-Chalat, 
of her work prior to com
pletion. EDI1ll STEIN 
stands beneath Christ Cru
cified with her arms about 
two children; an older wo
man is beside her. On her 
shoulder rests a smaller cross depicting her 
own personal calvary and her unity with Christ. 
A man and a woman dressed in prison garb and a 
priest represent the oth'er members of humanity 
who suffered and died in the concentration 
camps; they appear on the right. 
REY. EDWARD H. FIANNERY, an em.inent authority 
in the field of. Catholic-Jewish relations both 
on the national and international scene will 
deliver the hom.ily at the mass. · Father Flan
nery is a recipient of the EDITH STEIN GUILD 
AWARD. In 1967 he joined the faculty of Seton 
Hall University. 4t the invitation of its dis
tinguished director, Msgr. John M. Oesterrich
er, he was made assistant._director of the Inst-
itute of Judea Christian Studies. He is a 
Consultor to the Vatican Secretariat for Cath
olic-Jewish Relations and . served fo~ many years 
as Executive Secretary of the catholic-Jewish 
relations department of the Bishops Committee 
for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. He 
is the author ~f ''Anguish of the Jews:23 Gen~ 
turies of Anti- Semitism," the first history of 
anti - Semitism written by a priest and received 
six awards. The National Board of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews gave him its 
National Brotherhood Award in 1965 and just 
recently he was honored by the Central Confer
ence' of Ameri~n · Rabbis at their convention in 
Toronto. Father Flannery is presently director 
of Our Lady of Providence Seminary, Providence, 
Rhode Island. 
Following the Mass, to which everyone is most 
cordially invited there (Please turn to p·. 2) 

~SINCE THAT DAY IN 
1972, when I stood be
side the Eternal Flame 
in. the Yad Vashem shrine 
in Jerusalem to take 
part in a memorial ser
vice for the Six Million 
vi.ctims of the Holocaust 
I have worn a pin in the 
lapel of my coat compris
ing the one Hebrew word: 
"Zit;hor ," meaning ''Remem
ber ." I treasure it as . 
a _ll!~eg.to . . of _my seconlf 
visit3 to· Israel. It also 
gives. me a link with six 
million men, women and 
children who were put to 
death for belonging to a 
people -the Jews- · through 
whom God chose to become 

man in Jesus the Christ. lhis pin has acted like 
a light in the darkness and has been the center 
of"attention from many differing sources. · 
Recently whil~ standing in a crowded subway train 
in Boston, a young college student passed i~ front 
of me while leaving the car. In words meant oi1ly 
for me t o hear she s~id clearly: "lhariks for wear
ing that pin." She took me by surprise . I recov
ered quickly and called after _her, "Do yoti ·know 
the meanjng?" Looking back over her shoulder· she 
replied,. "Certainly!· Z~chor. ·Remember." 
The Question: "Do you know its meaning?" is one 
that we all need to answer when confronted with 
ou+ feelings towards the Holocaust and every case 
of man's inhumanity to Man. Our Lord knew its 
meaning when He used this word at the Last Supper 
wi~h His apostles on the night before he suffered 
He said:"Do this in 'memocy' of Me," for He wanted 
them to know that it was only by remembering Him 
that they could ever hope to cope with the mystery 
of suffering . Today some who have never known Him 
have looked at Auschwitz and cried in despair: 
"God is Dead!" EDITH STEIN, Sister Teresia Ben
edicta of the Cross, went to her death in the .gas 
ovens of that same concentration camp only after 
telling us, "Human activity cannot help us - but 
only the Passion of Christ: it is my desire to 
share in it." 
Her words remind us of the words of Yahwe speaking 
to Moses from out of the burning bush: "Remember! 
I am with you always." lhis gives purpose to the 
Memorial erected in her honor in Our Lady of Vic
tory Church on William Street in lower Manhattan. 
By remembering her we are (Please turn: to P~ 2) 
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(Cont'd from P. 1, Col 1) 
will be a dedication ceremony where the plaque, 
the "American Catholic's Yad Vashem" will be 
unveiled and blessed .• 

A reception will ·follow in the Lower Church 
where we can review the almost three decades of 
the Guild's existence, renew acquaintance with 
old friends and meet new ones. Like JACQUELINE 
BELFORT-CHAIAT who designed and sculptured the . 
long-awaited testimonial to our saintly patron
ess. And chat with MARY-EUNICE of Better World 
-Mary Productions who will render a 12-minute 
monologue of EDITH STEIN at the recept~on which 
will follow the dedication ceremony. M\}lY-EUNICE 
has appeared on stage ?nd television w{th her 
monologues of historic and religious figures . 

Again we urge all who have an in~erest in EDiTH 
STEIN and in the work we are trying to do unde.r 
her patronage to rejoice with us on this moment
ous occasion. Remember: Saturday, 12 Noon on 
October 14t~ at Our Lady o~ Victory Church, 60 
William Street, New York City. Please let us 
know you are coming so we can arrange to have 
sufficient refreshments for all . 

oOOOoOOOo 

FROM THE PRESiDENT'S DESK: 

Dear' Members and Friends, 

Our planned. Memorial to EDITH S'fE1N has finally 
neared completion ••. and must only be installed 
in the Chu~ch in ti.me for the unveiling and ded
ication on October 14th. We knew what financial 
risks we were taking when beginning this endeav
or and we are grateful that we have met most of 
our fiscal obligations. To make our last install
ment however, we do need some extra assistance 
and we call upon each of our members and friends 
for that _ extra .something which will bring us to 
the finish line. We thank everyone in the Guild 
for your continued generosity and membership, . 
and it is hoped that everyone will make every ef
fort to be at the Mass, unveiling, dedicat ion and 
reception. on October 14th. 

Sincerely, 

/(~i~f} ~r~· 
Robert J. Bonsignore 
President 

oOOOoOOOo 

Ms. Charlotte Lowit, Honorary Chairman 
ED!lll STEIN GuILD MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
Our Lady of Victory Church · 
60 William Street 
New York, N. Y. 10005 

Count me in •••• I'll be there to share in the 
festivities on October 14th. 

(Name, Address) 

- 2- (Cont'd from R 1, Col 2) 
also reminded of all the millions who suf
fered with her, especially the One who 
gives meaning to all suffering. Time and 
ti.me again, .the wor'id .has heard the lament 
from Heaven: "Saul! Saul! Why persecutest 
thou Me?" 
President carter has announced that our 
country is planning its first 

. memorial to the Six Million 
Jews who perished in the Hol
o~au·s t . (N. Y. Times 7 /30 /78) • 
How sigriificant, therefore 
is the action of the EDITH 
STEIN GUILD in 'erecting this 

THOSE WHO DO 
NOT REMEMBER 
THE PAST ARE 
CONDEMNED TO 
RELIVE IT ••• 

plaque in honor of its patroness in the 
great city of New York. 'lhrough EDITH 

.STEIN, thousands of chri stians .wili come to 
remember all the soul s memorialized at Yad 
Vashem. How necessary it is too that all, 
both Jew and Christian alike remember (ZI
CHOR!.) together · lest the threat contained 
in the words of Santayana fall upon us a ll: 
"Those. who do not remember the past are con
deJDDed to relive it. " Pray that this may 
never happen again! 
May the spirit of EDITH. STEIN and that of all 
those remembered at Yad vashem help us to · 
live in Shalom Peace! 

VICTOR J. DONOVAN, C. P. 

oOOOoOOOo 

PRIME MINISTER WHEN PRESIDENT CARTER TOLD 
Menachem Begin in Wash
ingt on that the United 
States was planning its 
first monument to the 
Six Mil lion who perish
ed in the Holocaust he 
may not have been aware 
that 14 such memorials 

NO MEMORIAL TO THE 
SIX · MILLION WHO 
WERE BUTCHERED IS 
NOT CONCEIVABLE .• 

already exist in our Country, although not 
erected by our goverranent per se. ''Now I 
have compet ition," says Paul Lewis, the man 
responsible for a ll 14 . An emigrant from 
Lodz, Poland', he came to this country in 1922. 
He lost all his family except two brothers; 
his wife Leah, lost every member of her family 
to death in the concentration camps. 
After making his fortune in commercial build
ing, Mr. Lewis has devoted the past two de
cades to seei~g that those who died were pro
perly remembered. 
"I could not ·conceive that after Six Million 
were butchered, we should have n~ memorial to 
them. " 

oOOOoOOOo 

Radio Station WINS has grant ed permission to 
reprint the · following broadcast which was in 
their ~ewscast on Sunday, September 3rd, 1978 : 

"People around the world have been asking this 
past week, what kind of Pope will John Paul .I 
be? Inevitably, therefore, many in the Jewish 



.. 
coimnunity also ask, "ls Pope John Paul good 
for the Jews?" There are at least three ep
isodes in which the Pope as Cardinal Albino 
Luciani of Venice was involved with the Jew- · 
ish people, Judaism, and Israel, and signs 
point to a positive future for Vatican-Jew
ish relationships under his Papacy. In March 
1977 (See ESG Newsletter, Vol. II, Issue 1, 
Page 2) Cardinal Luciani personally sponsor

SIGNS POIN'"J~ TO A 
POSITIVE "FUTURE 
FOR VATICAN-JEWISH 
REIATIONS UNDER 
POPE JOHN PAUL I 

ed an official, formal 
reception for world Jew
ish leaders who were 
attending a joint con
ference with Vatican 
representatives. Pope 
John Paul was very 

cordial and friendly and spoke with wat1D 
appreciation of the Biblical bands that 
link Christianity to Judaism, and of his 
deep respect for the Jewish people. · At an 
interfaith observance in Venice in 1975,com~ 
memorating the destruction of European Jewry 
by th·e· "Nazis; -c:ar·d·:lna1· Luciani eX"pressed .hTs - . 
horror over the Nazi Holocaust, condemned 
antiSemitism, and pl~dged that he would lend 
his efforts to uproot the sources of Anti
semitism in Christian ct.ilture. Most signi
ficantly, in a December 1972 interview . 

in an Israeli newspaper, Maariv, 
Pope John Paul declared, 11I certainly view 
favorably the return of the Jews to Palestine 
and be~ieve that, after being dispersed for 
all these years, they are at last entitled 
to a .state of their own." He also rejected 
any proposal to internati onalize the city of 
Jerusalem, saying, "The Church does not· wish 
to control Jerusalem, only to worship in the 
holy places." Altogether, that is an impres
sive set of positive attitudes that could 
augur well for Catholic-Jewish relations un-
der Pope John Faul I. · 

RABBI MA.R°c· H. TANENBAUM 

Rabbi Tanenbaum is the National Director of 
Interreligious ~£fairs of the American· Jewish 
Committee and a recipient of the EDITH STEIN 
GUILD AWARD. 

. ..... ~ .. .. 
oOOOoOOOo 
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OCTOBER 14TH: Saturday, 12 Noon, Mass, Ded
ication ceremony and Unveil
ing of Memorial Plaque. 
Our Lady of Victory Church 
60 William Street, New York 
Reception follows immediately 
in Church Hall. RSVP 

DECEMBER 3RD: Sunday, 12:30 Mass for 
deceased members and friends 
of the Guild. Chapel of the 
Little Sisters of the Assump
tion, Lexington Avenue and 
8lst Street, New York . 

DECEMBER 3rd: Immediately following the 
Mass, the Guild will spon
sor a CHRISTMAS-HANUKKAH 
party in Pe~et Hall on the 
main floor of the Little 
Sisters of the Assumption 
Convent; the entrance is on 
8lst Street. 

oOOOoOOOo 

At this time the Guild would like to ex
press its sincere gratitude and indebted
ness t o the priests of Our Lady of Victory 
particularly our dear Moderator, Msgr. Ni
cholas Moore, and the pastor, Msgr. Schul
theiss for the kindness they have shown us . 
For the use of their Church, their Hall and 
their permitting us to use their address 
for EDITH STEIN GUILD corre~pondence we are 
deeply .appreciative. 

· They will always be included in the prayers 
of the. members of the EDITH STEIN GUILD Ex
ecutive Board and all its members , who have 
received so many expressions of their gener
osity - finan~~al and .~~Qerwi,s~ ~ for 1!13QY 
years • 

oOOOoOOOo 

.... .......... .... .. ~ ...... .................................................. .... ........ .......... . 
ALL MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW PAID ANNUALLY • . THE DUE DATE IS SEPTEMBER 1, 1978. Please mail to: 

Mrs. Edith Foss, Membership Secretary 
EDITH STEIN GUILD 
100-31 Metropolita~ Avenue 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 11375 

Enclosed is my check. for membership dues. 

Regular $4.00 Contributing ••••• $10.00 Life ••••• $50.00 

(Na.ine, Address) 

·. 

... 



The Guild's purposes as stated in the 
Constitution and By-Laws Art. II are
as follows: 

1. To assist and encourage Jewish-Cath
olics. 

2. To foster, among Catholics, a better 
understanding. of their Jewish herit
age. 

3. To foster better understanding be
tween Jews and Catholics. 

4. To spread the knowledge of the life 
and writings of Edith Stein and to 
promote the cause of he·r beatifica
tion. 

oOo oOo oOo 

My change of address and questions a
bout _membership and payment of dues 
should be directed to the Me~.bership 
Secretary, Mrs. Edi th Foss, 100-31 Met
ropolitan Avenue, Forest Rills, L.I. 
11375. 

~o 
The NEWSLETTER is. a _quarterly published 
by the EDITH STEIN GUILD, Inc. Articles 
on Judeo-Christian themes should be 
submitted to the editor at least one 
~~nth prior to publication: 

Mrs. Cabiria Nardiello 
Editor, ESG NEWSLETTER 
48-27 211 St . 
Bayside, N. Y. 11364 

-·- - - ·-·------------- ---------------



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

· September 7, 1978· 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbat.DD 

Rabbi A. James Rudin 

Analysis of United Church of Christ new 
Confirmation textbook 

I have read closely the insert on the . proposed Ch~pter 25 
dealing with Christians and Jews. · I cOtIDllend the United Church of 
Christ for including this chapter in its new Confirmation textbook. 
On the whole the brief section is constructive and positive, but 
there are some serious language problems as well as some significant 
omissions that should be noted. 

Section 1 - Language Analysis - The autho'r of the chapter . employs . 
the questioning method to attract the student's attentiori. In one 
place the author asks regarding the Jews, "why are they different, 
unique; and who are they· anyway?" The iatter phrase, "Who are they'. 
anyway" is pejorative. On page 26 it talks about Jews anci 
Christians who are "both joined and separated in Jesus." Theologi
caliy this is .unacceptable from ~ Jewis~ perspective. 

On page 26, Section 1 ends wfth "The total solidarity of synagogue 
and church on the q.uestion: 'who is God'?" This is an awkward con
struction. The author probably means that Jews and Christians share 
a common belief in one God, but the phrase, "total solidarity" is 
mislead~ng. 

. . 
Page 26, SeGtion 2B mentions that Jesus was "a Jew par excellence, 
the unique prophet f rorn the ·unique people." The language does a 
disservice to the Jewish understanding of Jesus and his background, 
£0.r no one in Jewish life would call Jesus "the unique prophet." 

Page 26, Section 2C, the author says '·'.Christ.ians have wronged (Jews) 
and with whom we must be reconciled." The constant theme of recon
ciliation, solidarity, being joined togethe~, etc. · smacks · to me at 
least, of Christian tritDDphalism that somehow Jews and Judaism will 
at las.t .i:::be · .substDDed into a greater Christianity. 

Page 26, Section 3 talks about Christians as swine. This is prob
ably a typographical error. They mean that Jews have be~n viewed 
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in such negative terms. 

Page 27, Section 4 - 1'Who is Jesus? The point of convergence and 
divergence---the common confession and the separated· confessions .•. 
misconceptions on both sides; and the real division, which is also our 
real" unity." T~is theological language is fuzzy, and potentially 
dangerous. What are the "misconcept;i.ons on both sides"? How is the 
''real division between Judaism and Christianity" also our 11real 
unity0 ? Again the UCC textbook talks about a symbiosis of Judaism 
and Christianity which flies in the face of Jewish self-understand
ing and Jewish history . 

Section 2 - Omissions and Suggestions There are several serious 
omissions in thi~ Chapter. First, there is absolutely no mention 
of the State of Israel and the meaning it has for Jews and for 
Christians as well . Jews are portrayed in the chapter as theologi
cal abstractions, devoid of any real ethnic and/or historical 
consciousness as a people. There is no mention of a contemporary 
American Jewish life, nothing about Jewish hotidays, customs and 
ceremonies, Jewish liturgy and Jewish history . 

There are several passing brief references to the Holocaust 
but this seminal event in Jewish and Chri~tian life is glossed · 
over. 

I would suggest that some attention be given to authentic 
Jewish expression in the chapter along theological and historical 
lines. The symbiosis theme must be radically changed or else the 
reader of the . text will come away with a false impression of Jews 
and Judaism. The document, both consciously and ~nconsciously, 
transmits the image of a Jewish people waiting to be reunited with 
Jesus and Christianity • . several of the paragraphs should . be recast 
in a more positive and constructive language. 

It is interesting that in some conservative Christian circles 
such as the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the message to the Jews 
is clear, direct and unambiguous. 

In this United Church of Christ document which represents 
liberal Christian thinking, the message is more ~ubtle and nuanced 
but it is still the same. Like the White ·Owl cigar commercial that 
appears on television, both the Missour Synod and the United Church 
of Christ are saying the same thing ultimately "one way or the 
other, we are going to get you." 

AJR:FM 
Encl. 
P.S. We should be in with Larry Kalp and offer our services 
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in helping to recast the c~apter. If it goes as it is, the chapter 
will be used as a model for other liberal Protestant denominations. 
Do you know what their publishing schedule is? 

\ 



Chapter 25: Christians and Jews. 

I 

' 

This chapter highlights, the special relationship between 
Jews and Christians. The "why" questions, who or how 
come: Why have the Jews endured as . a people/faith against 
al I odds, rules, patterns, predictions? Why are they 
di fferen·t, unique; and who are they anyway? Why the mi 1.: 
lenia of persecution, antisemitism, pogroms,--al I the 
way to the Holocaust? How come the churches and Christians 



' 
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have been involved in this history in various degrees 
whether as bystanders, instigators, or murderers? Who 
is Jesus, this Jewish man in whom Jews and Christians 
are both joined and separated? Who are we Christians, 
if "salvation is from the Jews" (John 4:22)? (As the 
rye bread ad in the New York subway system might put 
it: "You don't have to be Jewish to Love YHWH.") 

I. Yahweh: The God of Israel and the Christian church. 
'The revelation of the .name/Word of God in the covenant 
with ·the chosen people--meaning of covenant, election 
In relationship to the unique/odd God. God versus the 
gods: the Name revealed and acting as the end of. al I 
the religions of man. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob--and the God of Jesus the Jewi sh prophet. The 
One God of the one people of God. The total solidarity 
of synagogue and church on the question: "who Is God?" 

2. The Jews: the history of the people post A.O. 33 
and 70, the "christian era" and the fal I of Jerusalem. 
The endurance/performance of the Jews as miracle, 
mystery, and sign of God's grace--the covenant holds 
and saves. Exile. Diaspora. Persecution. 

Who is a Jew: 
a. The peep 1.e of the covenant whom God does not I et 
go from a covenant God does not break. The identity 
bound up with the unique history and God . 
b. The case study of one Jew named ·Jesus, a Jew 
par excellence, the unique prophet fro~ the unique 
people. "Salvation is from the Jews" (John 4:22) 
not the Christian--the I ife, death and resu rrect ion 
of a real, faithful Jew whose relationsh ip to the 
God of Israel is the premise of the Christian con
fession. 

·C. Jews as our elder brother Cone family and name) 
whom Christians have wronged and with whom we must 
be reconciled (Luke 15: I 1-32 parable as interpretive 
model) if we would be saved, know God ' s shalom. 

3. The Jew(s) on the cross and the Christians as swine, 
Christ-killers , bigots, idolaters, etc. The hor rible 
history: anti-semitism, persecution, pogroms, the 
Holocaust as culmination. Why? The mystery of evi I 
and the mystery of . grace--the cross as God's grace 
and man's death; the hatred of grace as judgment; 
Christian deicide and the world's atheism. The cruci 
fixion of the Jew(s); the revelation of who we are 
(human sin). 
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4. Who is Jesus? The point of convergence and diver
gence--the common confession and t he separat ed confes
sions. Why? What does it mean? Misconceptions on both 
sfdes; and the real division, which is also our real 
unity. The Jewish objections to Christianity. 

5. The shared origin, faith, promise, hope and 
historical destiny of Jews and Christians: Christians 
as graft on the Hebrew root <Rom. I 1:12 ff); the one 
and same God; partakers in the ·same promise (Eph. 2:19; 
3:6); the hope in the coming (again) of the Messiah; 
the "fate" of the Jews is the destiny of Christians 
fn this world. 
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CITIZENS COMMISSION 

. ON INDOCHIN·ESE REFUGEES 
CARE OF INTl;:RNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITIEE, INC. 

386 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 0 NEW YORK. NEW YOR_,,Kl0016 

TEL (212) 679:0010 • CABLE: INTERESCUE, NEW YORK 

September 8, 1978 

To: Mew.hers of The Citizer.s CoDllllission 

. J 

' 

From: Bob DeVecchi 

On August 19, Leo Cherne sent a memo outli~ing the plans for our 
meetings in Washington on September 26 and New York on September 27. We 
now have been able to confirm ~ number of appointme~.~s, and ·the ·schedule 
shapes up as follows: 

'fuesdav, September 26 - Washington, D.C • 

8:30 - 9:15 a.m. Immigration and Naturalization Service 
425 Eye ~treet, N.W. 
Meeting with Commissioper Castillo 

~ \j 9 :.45 - Noon 
/ 

Department of State 
Diplomatic entrance - C Street, N.W. 
Meeting with State Department, National Security 

Councii, and others. 

12:30 - 2:30 p.m. Capitol Building 
Room 100 - East Front 
Lu~~heon ~ith Congressicn~l leaders, staff and 

i nvited guests. 

3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Rayburn Building 

4:30 p.m. 

Meeting with Congressman Eilberg and staff. 

White ·House 
Meetings have been requested with Vice President Mondale 

and Dr. Brze~inski · (to be confirn:ed). 

Note: .There may be addition?! meetings on the ·hill or at the Department of 
Justice during the afternoon. These have not as yet been confirmed. 

·An independent committee of citizc~s formed "·ith the a~sisrancc oi the Jr.r~r:iational Re~cut Committee 
for study o! :he pro~lcms anci pc:!icics afi'ecti:ig the rcfusecs from C:i.mbodi:i, Lios anc Vic:nam. 
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Wednesday, September 27 - New York City 

2:00: - 4:30 p.m. 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Union League Club 
37th Street at Park Avenue 
Meetings .and consul tat ions with UNHCR, ICEM 

and the Voluntary Agencies. 

Reception. 

We have reserved rooms in Was.hingtoi::i at The Quality Inn, 1315 16th 
Street, N.W. for the night of Monday, September 25. Please let me know if 
you would like one of these rooms or if you plan to make your own· accommodations. 



cc Shula Bahat 

SOUTHEAST AREA OFFICE 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

MEMORANDUM 

FO-SE 
SU In: 1 1e 

1699 TULL .I T Cl RCLE 

ATLANTA, GEORGI A 30329 

PHON£:404·63j-~3~) · 

OA TE: 9/11/78 

TO: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

FROM: Bill Gralnick 

SUBJECT: Your letter of August 23 

Thank you for yours of .August 23rd. I am assuming you would like to do that · 
stint at the camp in Jackson, Mississippi for t~e $500 honorarium. · I .have 
asked them to submit additional dates to us for your consideration .· : If, · 
on the other hand, you ~re not interested, please let me kn9w.. · · 

that you have on your calendar for the evening of .Halloween, 
October 31 t Interreligious Conference in Memphis. We have two Bishops · 

----+'<-~a ing - Dozier of Memphis and Joseph of Newark. We will also be . 
incorporating into the program some of the leading bankers and leaders· and 
corporate leaders in the city . Th:f:s Conference will not only have ~ great . : 
impact on Memphis, but ·will probably set us up nicely for future .plate diiµler 
candidates in the community. · I realize this is tight scheduling ~th the. · 
NEC but again, I remind you it has been on your calendar for quite some ·. ti~e 
and I am assuming, poses no problem . · .· .· .. . 

\\

. Jim Rudin has contacted me on the 
Jewish children on Christianity. 
Th~nks very much. 

' Best regards. 

bibliography for a course ~o be given to 
He should have something to me shortly_~ 

'\lcclZC - pfc.e_~ Je: f-(o/e_ 

~· dcUe ~&TL ~pks 
k_ I /µ_..e_ (A~ 7L f_ h- }!/ 

~0& f~ fa I J:- f~ YLQJ/ 
. ·o 
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THE AMERiCAN JEWIS·H c ·oMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

September 12, 1978 

Mar.c H. Tanenbaum 

Judith Banki 

Below 

You asked me for a "quick reading" on the material .sent you by Fayette .Unger, 
which includes the tables of contents of two forthcoming books, one written, 
and the other co-edited by Joseph P. Schultz. · ~ 

I have looked over both of these tables of contents. Judaism.and the Gentile 
Faiths : Comparative Studies in Religion appears to be a fascinating work; and 
judging by the chapter headings, covers the gamut. The chapter headings are, 
incidentally: 

PART I. JUDAISM AND ·THE NON-CHRISTIAN FAITHS 

Chapter 1. The Way: In the Confuc_i.an and Rabbinic Traditions 

2. The Co~cept of Illusion in Nedanta and Kabbaiah 

~· , 3. Death and Rebirth in the Buddhist and Jewish Traditions 

4. Religion and Politics in Classical Judaism and Islam 

PART II. JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY 

.5. Roads to the Millennium 

6. Rel_igious Revival and Inner Awakening 

7. Puritans and Mitnagdim 

8. The Religious Psychology of Jonathan Edwards and 
the Hassidic Masters of Habad '. 

PART III. JUDAISM AND THE SECULAR CHALLENGE 

9. Rabbinic Ethics and Situation Ethics -

10. The Noahite Commandments: The Religious Basis for. 
World Law 

A FINAL WORD 
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The book sounds as if it could be a blockbuster, but I have no idea how 
well Dr. Schultz writes and how readable the end result will be. 

As for the table of contents for the second book: From Destruction to Rebirth: 
The Holocaust and the State of lsr:ael, I have no way of judging the quality 
of th1s book, s1nce it is a compilation, and except for some self-evident 
titles, I d9n't know what articles are included in the volume. Also, the 
only original writing in this. volume -- the introduction -- is not part of 
the material received. 

I am passing this material on to Jim Rudin for his reactions, because I suspect 
that one or both of these books may be important and perhaps there is some
thing we can or should do. · 

JB/es 

cc: A. James Rudin 

.-...-
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KIDOUSH FOR THE EVE OF SHABBAT 

Ba·ruch a·ta, A·do·nal Edo·hei·nu, · 
me·lech : 

ha'o;lam, bo·rel pe·rl ha•ga;fen. 

Ba·ruch a·ta, A·do.rial E·lo·hel·nu, · 
me•lech 

ha·o·lam, a·sher kl·de·sha·nu 
· be·mlts·vo·tav 

ve.ra·tsa va·nu, ve·sha·bat kod·sho 
1:>0·11-ha·va · 

u·ve·ra·tson hln·chHa·nu zl·ka·ron 
le·ma•a·sel ' · 

ve·rel·shit. Kl hu y0m te.chHa 

l1t·mik·ra·el ko·desh, iei·cher 11-tsl·at 

Mlt:.·ra·ylm. Kl va·nu va·char·ta 
ve·O•ta·nu 

ki·dash·ta ml·kol ha·a·mlm ve·sha·bat 
kochhe·cha ' · 

be·a·ha·va u·ve·ra·tson hln·chal·ta:nu . 
. Ba·ruch · 

a•ta, A·do·nal; me,ka·delsh ha·sha•bat. 

SHALOM ALEICHEM 

Sha·lom a·lel·chem, rnaha·chel 
· ha·sha·relt, · 

·, 

. mal·a·chel El·yon;· 

ml·me·lech ma·le·chel ha·me·la•chim, 

ha·ka·dOsh ba·ruch Hu. 

Bo·a·chem le·sha·lom mal·a·chei 
ha.sha·lom, ' · 
mal•a.chel El·yon, 

ml•me•lech ma·le·chel ha·~e·la·chlm, 

ha·ka•dosh ba'ruch · Hu. 

Ba·re·chu·nl le·sha·lom, mal·a·chei 
ha·sha·lom, · 
mal·a·chel El·yon, . 

. . I 

ml·me·lech ma·le·chel ha·me·la·chim, 

ha·ka·dosh ba·ruch ·Hu. 

fseJ.te·chem le·sha·lom, mal·a·chei 
· ha·sha•lom, 

rnlll·Et·chel El·yon, 

mi·me·lech ma·le·chel ha•me·la·c~il'!\~· 

ha·ka·dOsh ba·ruch Hu. 
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A CEREMONY TO WELCOME 

THE- SHABBAT 

n'Wl\l:l n~w 

The Sabbath on which the 
f irst chapters of Genesis 

a re stud· I ed 

OCTOBER 27, 1978· 

NAllONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
AMER I CAN J'EW'I SH :COMMITTEE 

Boston, Massachusetts 



Shabbat Shalom 

Hineh mah tov u-rnah na· 
shevet achim garn yachad. 

"' 
I 

I 
I 

j 
How good, how pleasant for I 
people to be at one. 

.! 

YOM ZEH LE·YISRA·EIL 

Yom zeh le·yls·ra·ell o·ra ve·slrn·cha, .. , 

Sha•bat me·nu,cha. 

Le·cha do·dl llk·rat ka·la 

pe·nei Sha·bat ne·ka·be·la (2J 

LO VISA GOI 

Lo !fl·sa goi el gol ~he·rev, 

lo yll·me·du od mll·cha·ma. 

ci'nr n:iw 

o.,yJ nDi :iio oJ nJn 
1 n ., D l 0 ' r: K ~JIU 

'1M,IV'" :11 D,' 

,i1t'9"/ nim "l'1r.7 n? al' 
.n~\17? n;;t 

,ir'f ~ nK"'.!B'? "!i, il~'? 
.;i7:p~~ n~w "~~ 

' il MIU' M? 

,Jin "il ~N "U N~r N? 
•:t '.' ·: T • 

.il?Jn'm ,;11 ,,?J.,, N? 
TT : • : : • 

Nation shall not lifr up sword against nation. nor ever again shall they train 
for war. · 

·?:p-'nn U'?~ Ci?~ ~11~ Hli1 , i'9ii~~ Ci~, ~y 
• JQ~ :ri~1 , '~1~· 

O·aeh sha·lom bl·me·ro·mav, hu ya·a·seh sha·lom a·lei:nu. ve·al kol 

Vls·ra·ell, ve+me·ru: a·meln. 

.-
nl1Ji1 np;1il 

Another week of work is ended; 
again Shabbat brings welcome peace . . 

Wr. pause from our labors 
to ler Shabbac. give another dimension to our lives. 

These Sabbath candles. are symbols 
of the holiness we seek. .. · 

Their brightness dispels gloom 
and lights ~ path to faith and hope. 

Their glow reminds us of che sacred 'bonds 
that link us to our people 
over space and time. 

'fhqr r .. diance summons us 
t~ fulfil ·o~r ?eople's ~ssion: 

To cast the light of freedom, justice, and peace"· 
llpon all the world 

• • 

• c?111;:i i?9 ,ll~p~~ !~ ,i1J;!.~ ,,,~ 
.·n~~ ',~ ,~ P'~1i:f~ lJ!~ i,Qi~Q~ l~R ,~~ 

Bl~ed is the Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, 
who hallows us with His Mitzvot, and commands us 
to kindle tJ:ie lights of Shabbat. 

oi?w nJ~ ioi~n n~., nn 

Mah yafeh hayom, shabbat shalom 

Ho~ lovely is this day of Shabbat, 
imbued with peace . 



MEDITATION AND PRAYER FOR THE SABBATH 

; National Exec~tive Council Meeting, American Jewish Committee 

Harvard University October 28, 1978 
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llle Tzanzer 
before· praying?" 
prope.rly." 

Meditation and Prayer for the Sabbath 

Reader (Rabbi Tanenbaum) . 

Rabbi was asl<ed by a Hasid: "What does · the Rabbi do 
"I pray,''. was . the reply, "th~t I may be able to pray 

Reader and Congregation (Alternately) 

Reader: When we come together .for worship, we free ourselves from a . 
host of activities, a multitude of concerns with which, at other times, 
we are preoccupied. We stand aside from all that makes up our business 
or professional life. We withdraw ourselves from .family cares. We 
escape f:rom daily routine and, in some meas.ure, from daily. worries. 

Congregation: Normally, we are compelled to pass from one task to 
another in ·qu~ck succession; one du~y is completed only to be followed 
immediately by the next; a difficulty surmounted, a problem soived is 
replaced with such rapidity by further worries and by other cares that 
we have no coice, in daily life, but to live· from one minute to another, 
to eliminate from our minds everything but that which is immediately 
ahead of us and which demands immediate attention. 

Reader·: In worship, however, we are fr.eed from the pressure of life. 
There. are no immediate tasks to be performed: no insistent needs 
clamo~ring for immediate satisfaction. For once, we are guaranteed 
Time and Quietude-the rarest possessions in life to-day.. For once, we 
can escape from the tyranny of the next minute with its worries, tasks 
and duties. And so for once, we can take a larger view of life ~nd 
survey years that are past and years that are to come. We can see 
life. as a whole., as something more than . ~ ·hu,rried and · rushed existenc~. 

Congregation·: And· when, as now, we do have time to take . a larger view 
of life; when, in . calm reflec.tion, we enlarge our vision until we s~e 
life in· its entirety, considerations come before us which tend to be 
excluded in the rush of everyday experience. Elements in life, which 
at other times can receive but little of our attention, now come into 
the forefront of our thought. We can now allow our spiritual needs to 
take precedence over those material satisfactions to which, usually, 
~e pay such high regard and to which nprmally we devote so large a 
measure of our effort. In worshi·p, the foremost place in our consider
ation is given to that which develops character in man, all that which 
lends nobility and dignity to human life, all wherein man can express 
the greatness of the human spirit. We consider what it means to us 
and for our lives that we have been endowed by God with reason, with 
a power to love, with a sense of the beaut~ful, and with a knowledge ·. 
of ri~hteousness. · · · 
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Reader 

Borchu es 4donai ha-mevorach 

Congregation 

Boruch adonai hamevoroch L'olom Vo'ed 

Reader 

Ribpn· Kol ha - olamim, lo al - tzidkosenu anachnu ma-pilem 
ta- hanunenu l'fanecha, ki al rachamecha ha~rabim · 

Sovereign of all worlds, we lay. our supplications before You, 
relying not upon our own merit, but on Your abundant mercy. · 

Congregatiori 

For whPt are we? ·What is our life, and what our piety? What 
our goodness, and what our strength? What can we say before You, , 0 -
Lord our God and God of our fathers? 

Reader 

Are not the mightiest of men as .nothing be~ore You, the men ·of 
r enoW'n as ·tho1,lgh they had not been, the learned as if they had no 

· knowledge; and the w~se as if without understanding? 

Congregation 

Yet we are Your p~opl~, the children of Your covenant,- -and You 
have calle9 us . to You+ . servic~ . 

Reader 

We therefore thank and praise You, and proclaim Your unity •. 

Reader and Congregation (Singing together) 

Halleluhu Halleluhu, B' -zil:..tzi-lei Shama 
Halleluhu Halleluhu, B'tzil~tzi-lei S'ruah 
Kol haneshama _ t'hallel yah~ Repeat 
Hallelujah, Halleluj.ah ) ·. 

Reader and Congregation 

I am a Jew because Judaism demands no a·l;>dicafion of my mind. 
I am a Jew because Judaism asks every poss.ible sacrifice of my -soul. 

. I am a Jew because wherever there are tears i'.lnd suffering_ the: 
Jew weeps ·. 

I · am a Jew because whenever_ ·the cry of despair is heard the Jew hope~. 
I am a Jew because the message of Judaism is the oldest and the newest. 
I am a Jew because the promise of Judaism is a universal promise . 
I am a Jew b~cause for the Jew the world is not finished; men complete 

it. 

- .. 
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I arn · a· Jew bec~use for the Jew man is not fully created; men are 
:creating him. 

I am ~ Jew because Judaism places man above natiqns and above 
Judaism itself. 

I am a Jew because above man ~udaism places the oneness of God. 

The Congregation Sta.nds and Sings Together 

.Sh'rna yisroel adonai elohenu adonai echod 
Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord is our God, the. Lord is One . 

Boruch Shern K'vod malchuso ·L'olom Vo'ed 
We praise his name, whose glorious kingdom is forever 
and ever. · (Congregation is seated). 

Reader and Congregation 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your might. 

And these. words, which I commanci you this day, shall be upon your 
heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your ·children, and ·you 
shall: talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, al)d when you · lie down,, and when you rise up . And you shall bind 
them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be like frontlets between 
your .eyes. And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house, 
and upon your gates. · 

' 
Amidah (Standing Devotion) 

.· 
Reader (in Hebrew)' 

Congregation 

. ."They say there is a total of 12 million Jews in the world. But 
he who believes there are only: 12 million of us, errs; For with those 
who pray for Israel are hundreds of millions who ·did not live to this day. 

They march shoulder to shoulder with us; unconquer~d and irmnortal; 
they have handed down. to us the tradit.ions of struggle a~d ~aith . 

We · will wai·t ' months and. years, we will wait all our lives · if 
necessary, but we will not renounce our faith or our hopes. 

We believe our prayers have reached God. 

We know our appeals will reach you. 

For we are asking little: Let us go to the land of OU:r Forefathers.".· 

-- Letter of 18 Georgian S.S.R. Families." 
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Reader and Congregation ·(Alternately) 

May we see the day when war and .bloodshed cease . 
What a great and wondrous peace embraces the world. 

When one nation sha 11 not thre.aten another 
And we shall not ·again experience war. 

Bless us, 0 Lord, with peace . 

We are greedy for ga·in, pursuing prof it 
While soldiers pursue each other far away • 

. Nations squander their young men's lives on .a spree. 
Even Abrahdm was stopped; he did not sacrifice his son. 

Help us to seek peace, 0 Lord, and to pursue it. 

Hungry children starve our souls. 
Naked children ~xpose us. 

Slaughtered children kill our hopes; 
We .· are wretched in their parents' sorrow •. 

Heal us, 0 Lord; help us to turn to ~ach other. 

·Let us make no peace with hunger or oppression, 
. Let us make no peace with. hatred or with fear. 

Let love and justice flow like a mighty stream, 
Let peace fill .the earth as the waters fill the sea. 

May the curses of the old year end. 
May the blessirigs of the new year begin. 

· Amen. 
Boruch ato adonai oseh ha' Sholom·. 

Tor.ah Commen-tary 

.· 

The weekly Parshah (Portion) of the· Torah . is read fro·m Genesis 
1:1 - 6:8 (Bereshith); the Haftorah~eading is taken from 
Isaiah 42:5 - 43 : 10. 

,. . .. - .;. 



~ .. . 

- 5 -. . 
Reader and Congregat~on (Alternately) 

Jerusalem. 
You· only know ·her when you listen •. 

She has been a·n ear when no one else has heard, 
an ear open to prophets' denunciat;ions; 

to · prophets' consoiations, lamentations of ages, 
the hopes .of countless sages and saints., 
an ear . to .prayers flowing from d~stant places. 

And she is· more .than an ear. 
Jerusalem is a witnesi, 
an echo of eternity. 

We know Isaiah's voice from hearsay, 
Yet stones of Jerusalem heard him when he said 

"It shall come to ·pass . in tiqie to come ••• 
. Out of Zion shall go forth Torah 
And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem .•• 

"They shall beat their .swords into plowshares 
And their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation shall not lift up sword agains~ natipn, 
Neither sha 11 ·they learn war art}rmore." . . · . 

. The words have. gone out of Jerusalem 
and have entered the pages of holy books. 
Yet Jerusalem has not given herseif away. . . 

$he is the city where waiting for God was born, 
where anticipation .of everla-sting peace 
came into being-. 

What is · the · secret of Jerusalem? 

Her past is a prelude. 
She is never .at the end of · .the road. 

'What . . is the mys~ery of Jerusalem?. 
. · : 



6 -

A promise: · 
Peace and God's presence •. 

First there was a vision, 
God's vls ion of human being. 

Then He created man ac cording to His vision, 
According t o His image. 

But man's re.semblance to God is fading rapidly. 

God had a vision of restoring the image of man. 

· So he created a city and called it Jerusalem, 
hoping and praying that Jerusalem on earth 
may resemble Jerusalem in heaven. 

Jerusalem is a recalling, an insisting 
and a waiting for the answer to God's vision. 

Aleynu 
(The Congregation Stands) 

Aleynu l'sha-beach La'adon ha'kol 
. La-seys ge-dulah l'yotzer b'reshis 

She-hu som cheikenu Le'yached es sh'mo 
V'goralenu L'hamlich malchuso 

Reader and Congregation (Alternately) 

- . .... 

.· 

Trusting in You, 0 Lord our God, we hope soon to behold the 
glory of Your might, when false gods shall cease to take Your place 
in the hearts of men, and the world will be perfected under Your 
unchallenged rule; when all mankind will call upon Your name and, 
forsaking evil, ·turn to ·You alone. 

Let .all who dwell on earth understand that \.mto You every knee 
must bend, and every tongue swear loyalty. Before You, 0 Lord our 
God, let them humble themselves, and to Your glorious name let them 
give honour. Let all accept . the yoke of Your kingdom, so that You 
may rule over them soon and for ever~ 
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For the kingdom is Yours, and to all eternity You will reign 
in glory, as it is written: "The Lord shall reign for ever and ever." 

And it has been said: "The Lord shall be King over all the· 
earth.; on that day the Lord shall be One and his name One." 

Concluding Hymn 

Eyn K'elohenu, eyn Ka-donenu 
Eyn ·Kemalkenu, eyn Ka-moshe-eynu 

Mi Kelohenu mi Ka-donenu 
Mi . K~malkenui mi Kemoshe-eynu 

Nodeh L'elohenu, nodeh L'adonenu 
Nodeh Lemalkenu, nodeh Lemoshe-eynu 

Boruch elohenu, boruch adonenu 
Boruch malkenu, boruch moshe-aynu 

Ato hu elohenu, ato bu adoney-nu 
Ato hu malkeynu, atu hu mosheaynu 



FROM: 

11te American Jewish Committ~ ~ 

. Date ' (/ r . 7 r 
. RABBI. A. JAMES R~~ 

· ,, rn~ -C TO: 

For approval ---
~For your information 

Please handle 

-X--~ fflFn) 
Returned as requested ---

___ Telephone me 

---· ~o~ comments, ple.ase 



GORDON • COLLEGE 

Rabbi A. · James Rud.in 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York , New· York 10022 

Dear Jim: 

Thanks for your recent letter. · We are now more 'than a week 
·:Lnto our .fall term. · Summer was ~oo short. 

I appreciated the· article you sent from the· ··Jew'i:~h: "P:os·t. 
It seems .like that was. a reprint from a temple. Bulletin late· ·1ast 
Spring. · It gives me concern, however. ·. rt has takeri ine eight 
years to try to establish a solid positive · link · with" the ·.Jewish 
community. -It hurts wh~n you see this crediQility eroded before 
you on the basis of so~e unfortunate statements for which ·you 
are not personally responsible. I have not given up~ although 
I admit at times I feel discouraged. · 

Ron Brown let you know about our surplus of books. ·. If you 
can use a few hundred duri~g the comi~g year, pleas·e let us· 
know·. We wi11 · eventually dispose of them, out::· we woula prefer 
notto tie up the space with so large an inventory. We ·just sold 
sixty more to students on ou~ campus enrolled . in Modern Jewish ·· 
C-ulture. Thanks for. the xerox of the recent requests to the 
AJC for more books. · Glad things are ·s tarti~g to move •.. · .. 

Rabbi Chaim Plotzker of the American Zionist Federation has 
been in touch with me about speaking at a Conference in ·"Boston 
in November. It looks like ·Krister Stenda~l - and Arthur Hertzberg 
will also be on the program. Apparently they are hoping · to pub~ 
lish a book on· Christian per~pe~tives on Zionism. .Perhaps,· I will 
be able to make a contrib.uti.on. 

Mazol Tov on your recent article 'in· Chti:sti:an·tty." ·To·aay. · Some · 
points we all needed to hear! · · 

Have a meqningful holiday season. · 

Cordially·, 

Marvin R. Wilson· 
Gha.irni~, .Depar~ent · ot · Bio·Iical 
Studies· · 

GRAPEVINE ROAD. WENHAM. MASSACHUSETTS 01984 TELEPHONE : 1617> 927-23QO 



.. 

Rabbi A. · James Rudin 
· Septe.:uiliet,· ..18 ( ,19:.:7-8 · 

P~ge 2 . 

P . S. I sent · Dan Van ' t Kerkhoff a copy of the r evised s ·tu"dy 
Guide l ast Jµne. Have not heard if they- want to 

·publish i t . Have they been in touch . with · you about 
this? I have hear d nothing. 

MW : ss 



CHAI ANNIVERSARY o TEMPLE RAMAT ZION o 17855 DEVONSHIRE o NORTHRIDGE, CA 91325 o (213) 360-1881 

September 22, 1978 

Rabbi Mat1; Tanenbaum, Director of Interreligious Affairs 
or Shula .Bah~t : 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

~/f.t/tt/ 

DA. MICHAEL MENITOFF. RABBI 

I had the pleasure of meeting you last year when ·you spoke before the Board of 
Rabbis and was deeply impressed with what you said and the forceful manner in which 
you said it. Frankly, I have never been in the presence of a person more stimulating, 
insightful, and committed than yourself. · 

As you can see from the logo of th.is stationery, our synagogue is currently 
celebrating its Chai anniversary year. We hope to culminate our program with a major 
Professor-in-Residence weekend and it's with regard to this weekend that I wish to 
explore the possibility of your being with us . 

From my conversations with Rabbi jack Schechter at University of Judaism, I 
understand that you will be in the Pacific Northwest under the University's auspjces 
the week of March 18-24, and our hope ·: is that you might be able to join us the two 
days immediately before, namely, the 16th and 17th, for Shabbat. Our program .would 

. involve your speaking Friday night and Shabbat morning .,as wel1 as, less formally, at 

L
~ a Seudah Shleesheet Shabbat afternoon. We would be able to pay you $1,000 plus our 

,,,....... share of the travel expenses. 
/'O Inasmuch as we realize that your week will be hectic and full, we would promise 

not to "overwork" you, but I know that you put your heart and soul in your lectures. 
I_ make this comment, particularly since Jackls assistant, Tamar Freeman, r:emarked 
that you indicated in a preliminary conversation on our behalf reluctance·;· inasmuch 
a$ you recal1ed how hard you had worked last year at _Ramah in a non-stop manner. We 
would, of course, transport you ·to . th_e airpor.t that Sunday morning~ .... _l;~as to enable 
you to make your Sunday night commit.tQent ·. in the Northwest in plenty cff~ime. 

We want you very much, and, if you can see your way clear, would appreciate your 
helping us celebrate this mi lestone in our congregation's life. rn that we hope ·to 
be able to announce the program at High Holy Day Services if you are qble to be with 
us, we would greatly appreciate your being in touch with us as soon as possible. 
Please feel free to call me collect at the Temple. 

With every good wish, I remain 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Michae1 Menitoff 

.-···~.- MM· pw 
,;f.f::;'' cc; Rabbi Jack .Schechter, Dean of Continuing :_ EducatJoXJ.; -Uni :ver~.i"ty .- o.f Judaism 

Dr. Jerry &. Renee Covin, Chai Anniversary Chairpeople 
Richard Cooper, President 
Sandra Kussin, Chairman of th~ --~oard . 
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September 24, 1978 
11 CAMP DAVID: A BORN-AGAIN EXPERIENCE" 

WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY 

RABBI MA~C H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Much has been m~de of religious features that surrounded t~e Camp Davi~ . 

summit m~eting, and rightly so. But reflecting on the entire experience, it 

seems to me that the world has just been exposed to a unique and perhaps unprece

dented evangelical model of doing politics. In fact, it may be in order to 

suggest that we cannot really. comprehend what happened at Camp David unless we 

are prepared to understand it as a foreign•policy version of the born-again 

experience, both with its virtues and its weaknesses. In phys·ical environment, . . 

Camp David suggested the ~ustic, open setting of a tent camp revival meeting . 

The sessions began with a cal1 to pr~yer from the world congregation. Both 

Presid.ent Sadat and Prime Minister Begin came to the tent meeting burdened with 

their worldly maximalist Glaims, at first refusing to compromise. President 

Carter, long experienced as a Baptist lay preacher, then spent sixty hours testi

fying to each of the sinners. Give up the old man, ·put on the new man . By 

Thursday night, they were backsliding. The President persisted in testifying 

·and 'precipitated a crisis by Sunday morning. Shortly thereafter, the conversion 

to a new point of view happened. They were born again, ratified by two visionary 

agreements that no one thought possible. President Carter climaxed the con

version experience with his evangelical testimonies about peacemakers in his 

speech before Congress. The problem about born-again experiences is that while 

·they can effect change, they can also be 24-hour sensations. The real ·test is 
" . 

whether the agreements can be made to stick beyond the camp meeting, and that 

calls for patience, prayer, and ongoing hard work and good will. 
*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who .is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the Ameri
can Jewish Committee .presents ·a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westing
Broadcasting System. 

RPR 
700-78-70 
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By Religious News Service (9-26-78) 

· NEW YORK (RNS) -- A prominent rabbi has suggested that the Camp 
David summit conference exposed the world to "a unique and perhaps 
unprecedented evangelical model of doing politics. 11 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national director of interreligious 
affairs of the American Jewish Committee; 1ndicate9. that "we cannot 
really comprehend what happened at C_amp David unless we are prepared · 
to understand it as a foreign-policy version of the born-again 
experience, both with its vir.tues and its weaknesses . " 

In his weekly religion commentary ~er the Westinghouse Broadcast
ing System, Rabbi Tanenbaum said, "In physical environment, Camp 
David suggested the rustic, open setting of a tent camp revival meet
ing. The sessions began with a call to prayer. f~om. the world congrega
tion. Both President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin came to the tent 
meeting burdened with their worldly maxim~list claims, at first refus-
ing to compromise." . · 

Continuing the analogy, ~bbi Tanenbaum commented, "President 
Carter, long experienced as a Baptist lay preacher, then spent 60 
hours testifying to each of the sinners . Give up the old man, put on 
the new man. By Thursday,· night, they were backsliding. The President · 
persisted in testifying and precipi:tated a crisis by 'Sunday morning. 
Shortly thereafter, the conversion to a new · point of view happened. 
They were born again, ratified by two visionary agreements that no one 
thought possible." 

According to Rabbi Tanenbaum, "President Carte r climaxed the 
conversion experience with his evangelical testimonies about peace
makers in his speech before Congress. 11 

But the Jewish leader cautioned that "the problem about born-again 
experie.nces is that while they can effect change, they can. also be 24-
hour sensations. The real test is whether the agreements can be made 
to stick beyond the camp meeting, and that calls for patience, pray~r, 
and- ongoing hard work and good will. 11 
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&cred tleart 8chool of Theolo8y 
7335 SOUTH LOVERS LANE ROAD, HALES CORNERS, WISCONSIN 53130, TELEPHONE 414425-8300 

October 3, 1978 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Interreligious Affairs Director 
The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

Thank you for your letter of September 14, 1978 regarding your appearance 
at Sacred Heart School of Theology on January 22nd and 23rd of 1979. This date 
is acceptable to us. 

As I mentioned in the letter of August 22, 1978 to Shula Bahat, we will 
plan on an evening lecture (probably at 8:00 p . m. C.S.T.) for January 22 and an 
informal seminar . for the following morning. I will be in contact wi_th Silvia . 
Weber (area AJC executive) to work ou~ the details of the ioorning January 23rd 
seminar as she has indicated to me her desire to work out a schedule so that 
you might be available to the Milwaukee AJC Chapter later in the day. The extra 
day in Milwaukee will also serve as "blizzard insurance" for both of us, since 
the weather in January in Milwaukee is very unpredictable! 

In discussion with the Dean and the Rector we have determined that the 
usual lecture fee of $500 p lus expenses is acceptable to the School. We hope 
to publish the 1978-1979 "Leo Dehan Lecture Series" devoted to the theme 
"Ecumenical & Interfaith Dialogue Since Vatican II" in a suitable form. This 
would include the three principal addresses {of which yours is the first) and 
a week long seminar {March 4-8, 1979). Would you be agreeable to publication 
of your talk and/or seminar the following morning? If yes, under what conditions? 

Thank you for the biographical material and the "Background Memorandum" 
on Pope John Paul I of September 12, 1978. I believe that a fresh wind had 
begun to blow in the Church and was greatly cheered by his empathy with the 

· People Israel (Am Yisrael Chai). It saddens me greatly that he was with us as 
Chief Pastor of the Church for only 34 days. I would ask your prayers during 
these High Holy Days that the Holy One send us another compassionate, loving 
Pastor to pour balm on the centuries old enmity of· the . Church toward the 
Synagogue. 

When Archbishop Rembert J. Weakland returns from Rome I will convey him 
your warmest good wishes. 

I am looking forward to meeting you--perhaps in Los Angeles· at the 
Christian Jewish Workshop in November. Thank you again for agreeing to come 
to Sacred Heart School of Theology. We all look forward to meeting you! 

cc: Shula Bahat 
Sylvi~ Weber 

4~J~ 
Dr. Richard C. Lux 
Assistant Professor of Scripture Studies 
Chm., Catholic-Jewish Dialogue Committee 

Ecumenical &·Interfaith Commission 
Archdiocese o~ Milwaukee 



Institute of Human Relati.ons • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N .Y. 10022 • 212/ 751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

October 6, 1978 

Dr. Charles Malik 
Georgetown Ho liday Inn 
2101 Wisconsin Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 

My Dear Dr . ·Malik: 

It gave much personal pleasure to have the privil~~e ·of speaking with you over 
the telephone. · 

As you know, my colleague, Mr. Hyman Bookbinder, who represents our organization 
in relations with the government, has made a number of interventions in order to 
try to arrange the meeting between yourself and Presi.dent Carter . As soon as we 
hear some word , we will be· sure to let you know. 

I wish to express· our deep appreciation-for your ready willingness to accept ou.r 
invitation to address the National _Interreligious· Affairs Corrnnission Meeting of 
our organization on Thursday, October 26, at 6:00 PM at the Hyatt-Regency Hotel 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. This meeting will bring together our top policy
·mak_ing leadership who are concerned about improving relationships between the 
Jewish people, Arab Christians, and Muslims. 

If you so wish, we .shall be glad to arrange a press conference for you at . 11 :00 
AM that same day at the hotel in order to provide an opportunity for you to appeal 
to the conscience of the American people and our government, so that they will not 
stand by idly while the blood of innocent civilians continues to be spilled in 
your beloved country. 

It w·ould be helpful to us if we could obtain a photograph, a biographical sketch, 
and the excerpts from a statement that you might wish to make at that time so 
that we could make it available to the press for ·that 11 :00 AM press conference. 

In behalf of the American Jewish Committee, and for myself personally, I wish to 
express our feelings of deepest fraternal solidarity with you at this tragic 
moment in the lives of your great people . . We pray to God that the bloodshed will 
come to an end,- and that peace and tranquility will , be restored to Lebanon. 

RICHARD MAASS, Pi esldent • • BERTRAM H. GOLD. Executive Vice-President 
MAYNARD I. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors • MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, National Executive Council • HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees • 
GERARD WEINSTOCK. Treasuret • LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretaiy • ROBERT l. HOROWITZ. Associate Treasum • THEODORE ELLENOFF. Chairman, Executive Commiltee • 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHIL!? E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER • Honoraiy Vice-P1esidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, 
RUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN, JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER, Honoraiy Chairman, 
National Executive Councll • • MAURICE GLINERT. Honoraiy Treasuret • JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus • Vice-Presidents: STANF-ORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid 
City, S.0.; JORDAN C. BAND, Cleveland: EDITH S. ·caUVER. San Francisco: DAVID HIRSCHHORN. Baltimore; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS. Tulsa; ALFRED H. MOSES. Washington, O.C.; 
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester: MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New Yotk; RICHARD E. SHERWOOD. Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR. Boston; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York • 



Or. Charles Malik 
October 6, 1978 
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With warm~st personal good wishes, and my prayers for God's richest blessings 
over you and your people, I am, 

MHT/nt 

Encl s. 

F ithfully your , 
\, 
~ 

Rabbi Marc H. Tannen aum 
National Interreligious 

Affai rs Di rector 
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Of'FJ CE Of' THE BISHOP 

DIOCESE OF MEMPHIS 
1325 Jefferson Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 38104 
(901) 725-6761 

Mr. William A. Gralnick 
Southeast Regional Director 
The American Jewish Committee 
1699 Tullie Circle N. E. Suite 118 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

Dear Bill: 

October 9, 1978 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your recognition 
of our sorrow in the untimely death of Pope John Paul I. It is 
a sad moment . It is a r eminder that all of us are human, as we 
go about trying to fill the call to ministry. 

With every best wish to you, I remain 

CTD:mh 

Sincerely, 

~---~:?,~ 
Carroll T. Dozier, D.D. 
Bishop of Memphis 

.. 



-. ~ . . 
c. .:; s Ct,,c1 .. J. v"-~1.l~ .. 

f " . f : -$4V'-I.. "'--"(!\ ~ ~ • ...._.....,. 

-DIOCESE OF MEMPHIS 
i:~2G Jefferson A venue 

Memphis, TcnneS5ee 38104 
(~JOl) 725-6761 

OFFll'I-: OF THF: RISHOP 
AllMINISTRATfVE ASSISTA,._'T 

October 12, 1978 

Mr. William A. Gralnick 
Southeast Regional Director 
The American Jewish Committee 
1699 Tullie Cir cl e N.E. Suite 118 
Atlar,ta, Georgia 30329 

Dear Bill: 

How do you l ike our invitations? We are getting them 
out to the responsible parties . They should be in the mail 
no later than Friday, the 13th! 

Bill, a couple of comments regarding the program, we 
dropped the Keynote address to 9:45, giving Rabbi Danziger 
15 minutes to welcome the group and to introduce Bishop Joseph 
Fr ancis. We did not put a cutoff time to the morning question 
and answer session. It was my understanding that you will 
facilitate the program throughout the day and therefore , will 
call them when appropriate . 

Bill , we also did not indicate who would be introducing 
Fred Smith, there was some confusion in my mind (that seems 
to be a habitual statement these days). Would you do t h is , 
or would you want me to? 

Brother Tom said he talked with you and that you were 
sending your labels for us to get out , so I am encl osing 
a progr am for your information. I am also enclosing the 
handout that wi l l be available on t he 30th for those who 
come. 

Will keep in touch. 

MAG:mh 

Encls . 
Cpy Progr am & Handout 

Sincerely, 

~a---
Sister Mary Anne Guthrie 
Administrative Assistant 

.. 

- - ____ _ _ _ _________________ _J 
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9:00 a..m. 

9:30 a..m. 

9:45 a..m; 

10:45 a..m. 

11:45a..m. 

12:30 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

·F A I t H T H A T V 0 E S J U S T I C E 
R~.lon '~d I:t6 !mpaci. on Human RehLUQn.6 

Octo belt. 3 q ,, 1 9 7 8. - Mem1qtvl6, T e.nn~.6 ee 

P. R 0 GRAM 

R eg~.pr.a;t<.o tt 

We.lc.omlng RemaJc.M . . . . 
Ra.bb.l HaJrJr.y. VanzlgeJt., Rabb.l 06 Temple 1.6Jta.ei. 

Keynote: · RELIGION AS A FORCE IN SOCIETY 
Mo6:t Revell.end JoJ.ieph A. F1tancu, V.V. 
Au.x.i..UaJr.y Bl6hop 06 NewaJc.k, N~ leJrAey . . . 

Panel V~c.u.6.6-lon: TH~ SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY OF THEOLOGY 

ModeJt.a:to1t: ReveJtend Jamu A. Hatley .. 

't:,.. '· 
t t •' • 

\ .' .. .. .. 

.. 

ca:tho.Uc: . 
· PM:toJz., Second 13a.pw:t Chwr..ch - Me.mph<A, Tennu6ee 

Mo.&:t ReveJtend CaNLoU T. VoueJt, V. V. 

Jewl6h: > 

&l6hop 06 Memphl6 - Memphl6, Tennu.6ee 
VJt •. HaNr.y MooJz.e. · 
V-l!tectoJt, National Council 06 Ch!ri.J.,.t.<.an6 a.nd Jew6 
Memphl6, T ennuJ.i ee 
Rabb-l MaJc.c ff. Tanenbaum 
National V-lJz.ectoJt 06 fo:teJt-Re.li.g,i.ou..6 AfiOcUN., 06 :the 
AmeJr.,{.can Jew.l6h Cormu:ttee - Nw YoJtk, NePJ Yo1c.k. 

Qu.ution.6 an~ AMw~ 

Luncheon 

Luncheon AcidJc.e.6.6: RELIGION, MORALITY ANV ECONOMICS . 
F1r.edwck. W. Smlth, P1r.~,Wen:t 06 FedeJt.al Ev.>Jte.66 Company 

Pane.l V-l.6CU6.6-lon: · THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN A TROUBLEV MEMPHIS 
I 

ModeJUttoJz.: M6 • F Jz.ancu Loll.lng , A:ttoltYl.ey at Law 
Mlt. TeJr.Jty Wft, V-lce PJtu.lden:t and Blta.nc.h Ma.t1.a9eJt 

Fedcvr.ai. Ruvwe 13a.nk. - Memp~, T.ennu6ee 
M.1t. sam ·coope!t, PJtU.lden:t 06 Humko - ReUlr.ed 
MIL. M-i.cha,ei. GJteh.f., Ed.fto1r. - CommeJr.ci.al. Appeal 

Blteak Ou.:t G.Jtou.p.6 W.lth V,i.,6eu..6&,i.on Lea.de!t.6 

Adj OWtnmW 

Su&ion Summcvr.y and Clo.6ing Addlr.u.6 

.. ... ... 
( '· .. .· . ~) 

~ - . 

.... 

.... .. 

ModeJta:toJt: W.llllam A. GJr.a..i.nlck , Sou.th Ea&:t Reg-tonal V.i.ltectoJt 06 
AmeJr.,{.c.a.n Jewl6h Comm.lt:tee. - At.e.anta., GeoJtg-la 

PIL-lnclpal Speake/CA: Rabb.l MaJc.c. H. Tanenbaum 
HonoJt.a.bie W. O:t-l.6 H..i.gg~ 
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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL• 1809 Tower Building • Dall.is. Texas 75201 • (214) 747·3531 p ~ G .. ~ t~-A_ 

DATE: October 13, 1978 cc: Harold Applebaum Mort Yarmon 
Will Katz ~id Geller 

TO: George Gruen Morris Fine c Tannenbaum 
Ira Silverman Hy Bookbinder 

FROM: Miles Zitmore Bert Gold 

RE: Community Relations Implications of Peace Between Egypt and Israel 

As the possibility of a peace treaty between Israel and Egypt looms before us, I'm 
sure we are all wondering about the long and short term community relations impli
cations. In respect to short term (the next 30 to 60 days) prior to the anticipa
ted signing of a peace treaty, what kinds of positions should we be taking? Is 
our position to play wait and see? Are there any other roles AJC could fulfill 
that we haven't considered in the immediate short term? My own thoughts are along 
the following lines: 

I. Post peace treaty activities: This may be crossing bridges ahead of time, but 
what t hings should we be considering after the signing of the peace treaty? I tend 
to think Jerusalem may be an issue where we can play an important interpretive role 
i.e., the absurdity of dividing a city; the historical role of Jerusalem; that 
Israel has insured its openness for Christians, Moslems, Jews, etc. What about some 
Op-Ed.'s stating that peace is in : the best interest of stabUity for Saudi Arabia and 
other conservative Arab countries - that radicals and coJlli\.UJ'lists don't want peace 
(I hate to sound like a red baiter, but it may be true.) 

II. In the event of a peace between Egypt and Israel, which could pretty well remove 
the war clouds from day to day Israeli life, it appears that Israel's economy has a 
good chance to recuperate and take off. Even the trade implications with Egypt alone 
raise great prospects . Activities like Elmer Winter's Committee for the Economic 
Growth of Israel (with which we in Dallas are heavily involved) may t ake on an added 
importance. Is this something we would want to consider urging other chapters to 
become involved with? 

III. The next several months might be an excellent time to focus in on discrediting 
t he P.L.O. If the treaty is signed, showing the rest of the world that peace between . 
Arabs and Jews is possible, _ then the P.L.O. image is going to go from low to lower. 
They are apt to get more desperate in their terrorist activities from a community 
relations standpoint. An all out attack on them might be timely . 

President: JACK LAPIN • Honorary Presidents: REUBEN W. A.SKANASE. OR. JACK H. KAMHOlZ, IRVING A. MATHEWS. RAYMONO 0 . HASHER. OR. ARNOLD H. UNGERMAN. I . WEINER 
• Viet Presidents: DAVID GLICKMAN. NOEL GRAUBART. STEPHEN M. KAUFMAN, HARRIS KEMPNER, JR., MICHAEL LOWEHBERG. OR. HUGH L. WOLFF, FRANCES ZIMEl • Secretary: 
MIRIAM MENDELL • TrHsurer: OR. AUGUST GOLDSTEIN, JR. • Executive Bo~rd : JOSEPH BERNSTEIN, MOISE DEHHERY. ALBERT EGER. LOUIS FENSTER. STUART FERER. MILTON 
FISCHER, MURIEL fOllDOER. EVERETT GINSBERG, REUBEN M. GINSBERG. ELLENE GLASSMAN. ARTHUR GOLDBlUM. OR. JANICE 0 . GOLDSTEIN. BARBARA GORELICK. PAULA GRINNELL, 
MARC GROSSBERG. LOUIS KARIEL. JR., ANN KAUFMAN, MICHAEL KENTOR. HAHNE KLEIN, I. J. LAPPIN. CARL LEE. THOMAS lEMANN, OR. HERBERT LESSER. RABBI EUGENE LEVY, 
BEN MARKS. LINDA MAY, ARNOLD MAYERSOHN. SAM PERL, !DELLE RABIN, LEON RABIN, STANLEY A. RABIN, BARBARA RAKOOVER. VICTOR RAVEL. MORRIS RISKIND. DR. WILLIAM 
RODDY, ENID ROSENFELD. GARY SACHNOWITZ. JACK SATIN, RABBI ROBERT SCHUR. OR. JOSEPH SELMAN, CAROLE R. SHLIPAK, JAY SILVERBERG. JOE 8. SINGER. ALBERT SKLAR, 
BEN SOLNICK, SAM STRAUSS, JR., ROBERT WASSERMAN. 

MILTON I, TORIAN, Snulhwo•I ReRlonol Olroclor • MILES ZITMORf, A.,l•l •nl ArH Ohor.tnr • SANFORD !CANTER, Ho•a '"" - ra C.' ·w:fo• 
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IV. It is possible that one of .the unfortunate implications of a peace treaty .is it 
will lull Americans into a false sense of security on purchasing their energy needs 
from OPEC. Thus our push for energy independence may need to be intensified. 

V. The West Bank will continue presenting serious negotiating difficulties, among 
them the retu.rn of refugees. Possibly an impor"tant part of ."our program might in
clude the kind of things W.O.J.A.C . is doing, i.e., if the Palestinians are to be 
compensated, so are the Jews from Arab lands, etc . 

As I said, these are just · some quick thoughts. I'm sure other members of the field 
staff would like some guidance on the community relations issues raised by current 
peace prospects. · Thi°s is an opportunity for A.JC to ne.ke an important, timely, and 
early contribution to the issues which we will be confronting in the next moµths. 
As I said earlier, I don 1 t want to be crossing. ·bridges prematurely, but it never 
hurts to. anticipate issues • . · · · · 

MZ:.lg 

'· 
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be ·Rabbi . Tanenbaum 
Harald .Applebaum ' 

Mr. Macy B. Hart 
Camp Director 
Camp Henry S. Jacobs 

· Utica, Mississippi 39175 
.-

Dear Macy: 

\ 

' .. 

October 13 , 1978 

I am sorry for the inconvenience caused you by Rabbi Tenenbaum's in
ability to make the OctobeT week end dates. I assure you it is no 
reflection on .the camp or its excellent reputation. 

:Rabbi Tenenbaum is interested in pursuing an alt·erruite date. If 
you will provide me with several such dates, I assu~e you we .can 
woTk out a visit in 1979. ., 

Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, 

William A. Gralnick 

P.S. Please note our new address for your files. 

\.JAG/r4 

cc: narvey Pierce 
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William A. Gralnick 
The American Jewish Committee 
1800 Peachtree St .• N.W. Suite 411 
Atlanta, Ga. 30309 

Dear Bill, 

September 18, 1978 

I received your letter of September 11th and was a bit irr.itated at 
the contents. I know that the American Jewish Committee is a large and 
prestigous organization. What disturbs me is that I initiated cor
respondence with you on March 3, 1978. I received your reply and wrote 
again to you on April 3rd . 

The problem is that we, though not a major national organization , · 
are an important source of Judaic knowledge for a .. very scattered and 
dependent Jewish population of the deep South. I have offered for six 
years, three times a year very well7known speakers to a knowledge hungry 
g roup of Jewish adults who can get !!£ other high level Judaic life. 
Most of my community is made up of small congregations of less than 75 
families. 

. Why am I irritated? I received a letter from your office dated 
September 11 concerning a request made last March and April for a 
speaker to do one of our major Seminars for October of this year . Had 1 
waited for a final answer before I sought another speaker, where would I 
be in giving proper notice to my community? What speaker of the caliber 
of Rabbi Tanenbaum would possibly .. be fr~e· with only 6 weeks notice? 

We had our seminar already and have already announced our entire ~ ~ 
year ' s calendar . I think Rabbi Tanenbaum has been done a gte?t in
justice and dis- service for the people I wanted him to address are the . 
very ones who are the subject of much of his emphasis. 

If you are interested in having Rabbi Tanenbaum spea~ here - as we 
definitely are, I would be delighted to set up next year's (1979-80)~ 
calendar. I believe Rabbi Tanenbaum should be notified of this request 
and let him decide whether he is able and will make a date for us. · 

I remain eager for his presence here and anxious for his reply. 

Di'rector 

MBH:sr 

cc : Harvey Pierce 
cc: B. J . Tanenbaum, Jr . 

• I~ 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP October 13, 1978 

Mr. William A. Gralnick 
South East Regional Director 
of American Jewish Committee 

. 1699 Tullie Circle N.E . Suite 118 _:....__. _ -·- - .. ___ - ... -~ ..... - _._ ...... ; ._ . 
· Atlanta, Ge~rgfi1 -30329 · , ___ -- ~- -- · · - ···· - - - - - - -· ~··· - ... - . -·-· -- _ _ ----·- ·-- __ _ 

Dear Bill : 

Rabb i Danziger and I are grateful to you for your partici~ 
pation in our Symposium to be held October 30 at Memphis Catholic 
High School, and at night at Temple Israel. Your sharing of your
self with us will bring to the attention of our community the 
necessity for us to be aware of a vision of life larger than an 
e.conotnical or eveh a cultural one. 

There is enclosed with this iett~r the invitation and inform
ation concerning the entire program. This is for your info~ation. 

Rabbi Danziger and I invite you to a reception at my house on 
Sunday evening October 29, from seven until nine. This is for the 
participants of the entire program. My home is located at the inte~
section of East Galloway and Poplar. The address is 3958 Poplar . 
Bill, if your wife comes with you to Memphis, l would .be happy 
for her to come too. 

In behalf of Rabbi Danziger and myself, I welcome you and I 
am grateful _~o.! a!~ _ t!;_~~-)~~~ h~ve doI?-~-!~r t~e Symp.<?~~~·-

CTD :mh 

Encls. 
Invitation 

Sincerely, 

~?r~ 
Carroll T. Dozier, D.D. 
Bishop of Memphis · 

.. -·· .. • ·.·,I 
.' :-:--: 
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TRANSLATION 

Gentlemen:. 

The movie pre~ented by the NBC Television Network. from the 
16th of April to the 20th of April as well as the script 
of this movie: "Holocaust- A Novel of Survival and Triumph
by Gerald Green" has-called forth a strong reaction and 
protests from influential represntatives of world Jewry 
as well as Ukranians in (their own) diaspora. In effe.ct, this 
movie gives undignified and trivial treatment to an aspect 
of our era that had been the genocide of the Jewish community 
in Europe by Hitlerian Nazism. 

The protests brought to the forefront -the lack of objectivity 
in the presentation of the events, and in the actors who 
represented these events. We recall, on this matter, the 
articles of Eli Wiesel: "Trivializing the Holocaust ... " in 
the New York Times of April 16, 1978 and Abraham Brumberg's 
"Letter to the Editor" in the New York Times of April 4, 1978 . 

. F· - · (I'.v·, !;411• ~ ~ . . . bl h - ;_. . 
: j£OHL:tne '";JE'E?D"lan-. p0-1nt '' QT :vi.e.w, 1t 1s nota y t e communique 
"YCCA Deiegation Intervenes with NBC . on Anti-Ukran;iari ·. ·· 
Bias in Holocaust Film", Philadelphia '·s "America" of April 
27, 1978 and 'An 1,Jnwarranted attack: Ukrariians no Nazi 
Henchmen' by Ruth Resiansky and Alexandra Z. Shwed in the 
Philadelphia I~quirer of M~y 14, 1978. 

The Ukranian Library in Paris, inasmuch a·s . it is a center for 
documentation on the events of our century in Europe and 
the East, must become a party to the protests of Ukranian
Americans, notably because of the biased characterization 
and libelou~ allusion toward Simon Petlura, whose name 
appears in the library, formulated in . Lucy S. Dawidowicz's 
book "The War Against the Jews 1933-1945" and which is recom
mended by your organization as reading to the viewers of 
the Ho~ocaust film. 

We recall, on this subject, that Schwartzbard's trial, which 
took place in Paris in 1927 had suffic.iently demonstrated 
that Simon Petlura and the members of his government were not 
either personally or officially anti Semites. The Jewish 
world community ought to take irtto consideration this historical 
fact, as pograms and other anti-Semitic manifestations had 
always been condemned by ~imon Petlura and by his government 
and by other responsible Ukranians. 

It is necessaty that your organizatio~, ~hich represents 
Jewry in the United States -and throughout the world, cease 
to cultivate feelings of systematic Ukranophobia which revive 
the principle of collective responsibility, and have, in 
effect, a racist character . The movie "Holocaust" manifests 
this Ukranophobia in ascribing to the Ukranian people and to 
Ukranian organizations crimes committed during_ world war II, 
which has been shown to -be contrary to h-istoricai truth. 



as the documents have clearly dispe1led such responsibility 
*(c.f. "Trials of War Criminals before the·Nurenberg Military 
Tribunals under Control Council Law# 10"). 

The Jews and the Ukranians have, throughout history, suffe~ed 
the same persecutions and the same humiliations dealt them 
by their neighbors and opp res so rs ·-: -· the tsars of Mo~cow, 
whether "red"· (communist functionaries) or "white" (the actual 
Romanovs and their predecessors)., and Polish inagnages. What 
isoore, today, our people undergo the same persecutions in 
the Soviet Union. The ~'prisoners of Zion" and the Ukqmian 
political pr~son~rs in th~ GULAGS show us the only route 
of solidarity in the fight against the common enemy: the 
antisemitic .and imperialist power of Moscow. 

We :.a,~~ :.:_- · your organization to do all it can to prevent the 
dissemination of the movie 'iH0locaust" throughout the ~orld, 
to condem~ its hi~torical distortions, its defamatory prompting 
and to lead world Jewry toward an objective realization of the 
misfortunes common t'o the Jewish.and the Ukranian peoples, 
and to reinforce actions ,of s·olidari ty for the defense 
of our (Jewish and Ukranian),_ prisoners in the Soviet Union 
and the rights of our people~ to sowreignty . 

In this hope, we implore you to believe, Gentlemen, in 
this expression .of our best feelings. · 

Translation ~repared 
by Ellen Leitner, 
Secretary to Dr·. 
G. Gruen 

For the Council and For the Library. 
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6 rue de Palestine • 75019 Paris 
}:(m1 nepeKa3y rpowefl 

IIowTOBe. KOHTO : C.C.P. 8369 06. Paris. 
6, rue de Palestine. 75019 • PARIS 

Messieurs, 

Telephone: 202 29-56 
BaHR:oee KOHTO : 

Credit Lyonnais. 134, rue de Belleville. 75020 Paris 
Nv 59359 H Bibliotheque Ukrainienne S. PeUura 

Paris, le 17 octobre 1978 

AMERICAN JE't"i!SH COMMITTEE 

NEW YORK 

Le filrn presente par le programme televise NBC du 16 au 
20 avril 1978 ainsi que l e scenario de ce film : "Holocaust - a 
Novel of Survival and Triumph - by Gerald Green" ont suscite une 
vive emotion et des protestations aussi bien de la part des repre
sentants qualifies de la comrnunaute juive rnondiale que de la dias
pora ukra"inienne . En effet, ce film traite d' une maniere indign·e · 
et triviale un aspect tragique de notre epoque qu'a ete le genocide 
de la cornmunaute juive en Europe par le nazisrne hitlerien. 

Les protestations rnettaient en evidence le manque d'objec
tivite dans la pr esentation des evenements et des acteurs de ces 
evenements. Nous rapi?elons a ce sujet les articles d ' Elie· Wiesel : 
"Trivializing the Holocaust ••• " in the New York Ti mes du 16 avril 
1978 et "Letter to the Editor" d'Abraham Brumber g in the New York 
Times du 4 avril 1978. 

Du cote ukrainien c'est notamment le communique "UCCA 
Delegation Intervenes with NBC on Anti-Ukrainian Bias in Holocaust 
Film", "America" de Philadelphie du 27 avril 1978 et "An unwarranted 
attack : lfi<rainians no Nazi henchmen" de Ruth Resniansky et Alexandra 
Z. Shved in Philadelphia Inquirer du 14 ma i 1978. 

La Bibliotheque ukrainienne de Paris, en tant que centre 
de documentation sur les evenements de notre siecle en Europe de 
l'Est , tient a s'associer aux protestations des Ukrainiens d ' Amerique 
notamment en raison du caractere tendencieux et de !'allusion inju
ri~use envers la personne de Simon Petlura, dont la bibliotheque 
porte le nom, formulee dans le livre de Lucy S. Dawidowicz : the 

.war against the Jews 1 933-1945" et qui est recommande aux spectateurs 
du film par vosre or ganisation. 

Nous rappelons a ce sujet que le proces qui eut lieu a 
Paris contre Schwartzbard en 1927 a suffisamment dernontre que Simon 
Petlura et les membres oe son gouvernement n ' ont ete soit a titre 
personnel soit dans l ' exercice de leur fonction des antisemites. 
La cornrnunaute juive mondiale devrait prendre en consideration cette 
verite historique, car les pogroms et les manifestation d ' antiserni
tisme ont toujours ete condamnes par Simon Petl ura et par son gouver
neMent et le sont toujours par les respcnsables ukrainiens . 

. / . 

' 



Il est necessaire que votre o~ganisation representative 
de la communaute juive en Arnerique. et dans le monde, cesse de 
cultiver des sentiments d'ukrainophobie systematique qui relevent 
du principe de responsabilite collective et ont,en fait, un carac
tere raciste. Le film "Holocaust" manifeste cet ukrainophobie 
en imputant au peuple ukrainien, aux organisation~ ukrainiennes, 
des crimes pendant la deuxierne Guerre Mondiale, ce qui est cont
raire a la verite historique car les documents ont nettement ecartE 
une telle responsabilite (cf. "Trials of War Criminals before th~ 
Nurenberg Hilitary Tribunals under Control Council Law n°10"). 

Les Juifs et les Ukrainiens ont subi historiquement les 
memes persecutions et les memes humiliations de la part de leurs 
voisins et oppresseurs - les tsars de Moscou blancs et rouges, des 
magnats polonais. De plus, aujourd'hui nos peuples subissent les 
rnemes persecutions en Union sovietique. Les "prisonniers de Sion" 
et les prisonniers politiqqes ukrainiens dans les GOULAG nous 
rnontrent la seul e voie de la solidarite necessaire dans la lutte 
contre l~ennemi commun : le pouvoir antisemite et imperialiste de 
Moscou . 

Nous invitons votre organisation a faire tout son possible 
pour empecher la difusion du film "Holocaust" dans le monde, de 
condarnner ses deformations historiques , son i~spiration diffama
toire et a amener l a communaute juive dans le monde a reconnaitre 
objectivement les malheurs communs des peuples juif et ukrainien, 
a renforcer l es actions solidaires pour la defenses de nos pri -
sonniers en Union sovietique et des droits de nos peuples a la 
souverainete . 

Dans cet espoi r, nous vous prions de croire, Messieurs, 
a !'expression de nos sentiments l es meilleurs. 

Pour le Conseil de la Bibliotheque: 

P. SZUMOWSKI 
President 

\ P~~~......-

\ 
\ 
\ 

P. JOSYPYSZYN 
Directeur 

Gj?~ 

/' 



ti'!l~~ican Lebanese League 
1129 20th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Interreligious Affairs Director 
The America~ Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human .. Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

October 19, 1978 

I wish to thank you for the invitation you have ex
tended to me to speak at the American Jewish Committee Meet
ing to be held in Cambridge, October 26-29, 1978. I am sorry 
for the delay in replying to your kind letter of October 6, 
but I was hoping that Dr. Malik would be back very soon from 
his trip to South America and we could both give you a posi
tive answer . 

I will be arriving on Wednesday the 25th· of October 
and I understand from your secretary that a res~rvation was 
made for me at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Cambridge for the 
nights of October 25th and 26th. I am most appreciative of 
your kindness and I am sure that the American Lebanese League 
and our people in this country are grateful to you and to the 
American Jewish Committee for gfforqing us this opportunity to 
explain the tragedy of t he Lebanese people . 

Please find encl osed my biographical sketch and photo . 
Looking forward to seeing you very soon, I a m, 

EEH/gth 

Enclosures 

Faithfully yours, 

f'L~.~ 
Msgr . Elias El- Hayek, 
Executive Director; 
American Lebanese Informati on Center 
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October 24, 1978 

Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Inge Lederer Gibel . 
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. . .. ... 

Sanford Kantor, our new director in Houston, called me "to.day to ·say .that his 
chapter chairman, Noel Graubart, wants to me~t with Dr. Malik in Boston. He 
will be bringing with him from the Lebanese co1m1unity : in Houston, with which 
the ch~pter had developed a· very good program, a publication about the father 
of one of the local Lebanese who was close ~o Malik many years ago. 

Kantor had been under the impression that Foreign.Affairs was responsible for 
anything to do with Jewish-Lebanese dialogue and only recently found ·out ·that 
he should be working with us on it. He is very enthusiastic about what they 
have been able to do locally with both Christians and Muslims .and Graubart 
is eager .to talk with Malik about this local effort. 

I suggested to Kantor that .he have Graupart make a reservation for our com
mission dinner on Thursday evening and I unde~stand from Shep th~~ this has 
come through. I a 1 so suggested that Graubart can try calling Ma.l i k. at the 

hotel on Thursday and ask to be introduced by you or by· me . 

Kantor will let us know how this dialogue grou~ goe~ in the futur~; / 

·~ 

ILG/es 

cc: Judith Ba .k i ., 
A. James Rudin 
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Not For Publication 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION DINNER 

October 26, 1978 

. . :. 

. 
Under the Chainnanship of Miles Jaffe, the Interreligious Affairs. 

Commission of AJC-·, at its dinner meeting on Thursday, October 26, 1978, 
was witness to another historic breakthrough in ecumenical relations. 
(beginning with .what was probably the first American Jewish dinner ever 
to have grace said in Arabic). One of its two speakers, Monsignor Elias 
el-Hayek, Executive Director of the American Lebanese League, delivered 
the brief prayer. Dr. Charles Mal i.k, fonner President of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and fonner Foreign Minister of Lebanon, 
spok~ as- a .Lebanese Christian, concerned with the destruction of his 
people and his nation, in the face of a.lmost universal indiT,ference, .. and . 
silence. ,. He remarked that it wa·s ironic that the fi.rst M.i.ddle Eas~ 
leader .to speak out about this destruction was the Prime Minister of 
Israel,. Menachem Begin, followed only recently by President Anwar .Sadat 
of Egypt • . Dr. Malik said that Lebanon, since 1840, has b'een .the con
stant object of attack, _and that the present tragedy js the result of 
direct outside intervention. He asked whethei it was not. strange thai 
Christians in America and in-Eurqpe were silent about this destruction, 
and suggested that two responsible factors were the economi!=.jnterest 9f 
the West in Arab oil, and a feel·ing that .Christia.ns in'. .the Middl~ East 
are expendable. .. · · 

Dr. Mal ik went on to say that certain forces have poured .millions 
of dollars into America. a.nd ~lestern Europe to support publicity molding 

· public opinion of the forces trying to destroy his nation. He did .npt 
riame these forces because, he said, everyone knew who they were. ·or. 
Malik stated that no society in the Middle East, with the exception of 
Israel, was free or democratic, that it was the only nation other than 
Israel to have a prosperous midd.l e .cl ass,. that before the present cycle 
of destruction Beirut had been the leading center of intellectual develop
ment and corranerce in the Middle East, and that it was Christian Lebanese 
who translated the Bible into Arabic. He asked the question, does the 
United States, at the zenith of its power and influence in the Middle East, 
take the responsibility, 11at one of the most mysterious and signifiqant 
moments in the history of the world ': to let slip away the opportunity ·for 
maki11g peace between all the children of Abraham, and not only between 
Moslems and Jews. Only when Jews, Christians, and Moslems are secure, and 
the whole ~egion is Abrahamic, can there be peace in the world. 
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·Dr. Malik concluded by saying that the land area from Turkey to 
Egypt is the most important land bridge in the history of the world; 
that it contains fiv~ peoples (Israelis, Palestinians, Lebanese, Jor
danians, and · Syrians), and that a just solution for a:ll of them on 
this one valuable piece of real estate must be found, through American. 
British and French leadership. He particularly called on President 
Carter to lead the way in th-is, as he did recently at Camp David. 

Monsignor Hayek, in his bri~f but impassioned remarks, charged 
Syria and its President Assad, in the guise of an Arab peace-keeping 
force, of seeking to destroy the nation of Lebanon, and absorb it into 
a Greater Syria. In one recent week, Monsignor Hayek stated, 800 
peQple were killed in Lebanon; 200 wounded; and 350,000 became refugees. 
In the face of this savage behavior, he said, the American media· was · 
hesi-tant, perplexed and disinterested. The Syr·ian Army, he added,' 
entered Lebanon with American consent', fought against the rebuilding 
of ~n independent Lebanese army, violated all Lebanese laws, as well 
as the United Nations Deel aration of Human Rights,. and has beaten, · 
imprisoned and assa~sinated hundreds of Lebanese civilians. 

. A~ter remarks· by Mr. Jaffe, expressing what was obviously the 
overwheTini.ng sentiment of 'the packed room,. which received Dr. ·Malik. 
with- a standing ov_ation, Ra·bbi Marc H:. Tanenbaum, Director of_ AJC 1.s 
Interrelig.ious Affairs, summed up his sense of the evening by statil'.lg· 
ttia·t _Amer.itaa. J'ews would not sit by while the innocent men, · women · 
and chiTd~en df Leb~non were being anni~ilated. He compared the in
diff~r.enc:e of_ the world'. to L~banon 1 s plight to the past slaughter 
of Armenia_i:fs; the Holocaust, and the present fate of the Cambodians·· · 
~nd Vie~nam~se . boat people. He also announc~d th~t the Interre~igious 
Aff-atrs Department would be sponsoring i.n the-Spring of 1979, the 
first na:ti ona 1 conference bringi.ng together leaders of Ame·ri can, and 
Ar.ab Christian, Jewish and· Moslem communities and institutions in the
Untted States and that it was his hope that this would be only the 
begianin.g of a process which wou.ld help· to impress on American Moslems 
the importance for a climate conducive to relfgious pluralism and 
fre~dom in the entfre M:iddle East. · 

AJC cha~ters will be asked to help organize similar dialogues · 
with Arab Christians and Moslems in the·ir local communities, ba·sed on 
background· materials provided by the IAC. 

# # # # # 

l 0/27 /78 
Rep~rted by Inge Lederer Gibel 

78-700-79 

: ... • 
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ·MEETING 
OCTOBER 26 - 29, 1978 

HYATT RE~ENCY CAMBRirx;E 
CAMBRIDGEJ MA.SSACHUSETTS 
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RECAP ------- ---

5:30 P:M:: W~lcome an9 get~together f9r cocktails 
followed by DINNER MEETINGS OF OUR NATIONAL PROGRAM 
COMMISSIONS. Note their agendas enclosed--and don't 
forget to sign up for one of them! 

THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING WILL OFFICIALLY 
OPEN ·at "a plenary break"fas·t beginning at 8:00 A.M .• with 
BERTRAM H. GOLD ~oderating a round~table discussion with 

.our Natio~al Commission a~d Committee Chairpersons on our 
ptogram priorities--and problems--in the coming months. 

At 10:00 A.M.: an interim report and discussion of AJC's 
study on intermarriage and its implications for the Jewish 
community. 

At LUNCHEON: a panel of academi.c ia"ns (from . We 11 es l ey, 
Brandeis , Harvard and M~ l .T.) --all alumni of our annual 
seminars in Israel--will discuss attitudes toward Israel 
and the Arqb lands on their respective campuses. 

The AFTERN.OON SESSION wi 11 explore some of the problems 
raised by the Supreme Court decision on the Bakke case 
and where we go from here. 

At sundown the Sabbath ca~dles will be lit and dinner 
and evening will be spent at the homes of our Boston 
hosts and hostesses. 

(over) 
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78-100-172 
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At 10:00 A.M. there will be a special program at Harvard 
University (transportation will be provided to and from) 
featuring, among others, DR. KRISTER STENDAHL, Dean of . 
the Harvard Divinity School, who will talk about Harvard's 
Jewish Studies Program and -its implications for relation
ships between Christians and Jews on and off the campus. 
Harvard's admissions policies and problems in the wake of 
the Bakke decision will also be p~obed with knowledgeable 
faculty members . 

The LUNCHEON and AFTERNOON SESSION will provide unpre
cedented opportunity for national and chapter leaders 
to assess together how AJC is functioning in the 
COITITIUnities. 

At our COMMUNITY-WIDE DINNER, at 7:30 P.M., JUDGE MATTHEW 
BROWN of Boston will be honored with AJCrs Distinguished 
Leadership Award. Fonner Secretary of State HENRY A. 
KISSINGER will accept the American Liberties Medallion, 
and JOSEPH A. CALIFANO, Jr., .Secretary ., of Health, Educ~tion 
and Welfare, will be the principal speaker. 

Our National Membership Cabinet will meet at breakfast at 
8:00 A.M. 

The MORNING PLENARY will fo~us on issues confronting Jsrael, 
the American Jewish community and the Administration · in' the 
wake of the Camp David Sunrnit. 

Th'e CLOSING LUNCHEON will be ad~ressed by AMBASSADOR YEHUDA 
BLUM, Israel's new Ambassador to the United Nations. 

ADJOURNMENT BY 3:00 P.M. 

* * * * * * * * 



TI-IE J1/tERICAN JEWISH Ca+1ITIEE 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETIMl 
October 26-29, 1978 

Hyatt Regency Cambridge 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NATIONAL ca+1ISSION DINNER r-EETINGS 

6:00 P.M. - Thursday - October 27. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COt'M~=SS=l:..;:O;.;..;N ____ J=ER=OME~-=J...;.., . ....;S=HE~ST:='A=C'"'""'K.._, --"C-"h-'-a 1-"· r_._p __ e-'rs:..;:o..;..;.n..._, ....;.P...;..r..;;;..es~i;_;;d;...;..i '-'-"-ng 

The Foreign Affairs .Commission will conduct a symposium on U.S.-Soviet 
Relations and the implications of recent developments in these relations for 
Soviet Jewry. A top Administration spokesman has been invited to lead off 
the discussion, which will include a presentation of AJC 1 s future policy and 
program in this area. There will also be a review of Middle East develop
ments and consideration of an AJC policy statement for submission to the 
plenary session later in the weekend. 

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS cor+1ISSION MILES JAFFE, Chairperson, Presiding 

Implications of the Camp David Summit for relationships between Jews, 
Christians and Muslims in the United States and other parts of the world 
will be a central concern of this Commission meeting. As developments in 
the Middle East unfold in the wake ·of Camp David, basic shifts in the posi
tions of Roman Catholics. Protestants. Evangelicals and Black churches must 
be anticipated and AJC's interreligious. programming may need to be modified 
accordingly. Consideration will be given to the implications of these de
velopments, including a proposal for organizing .a national conference on 
Jewish-Christian-Muslim relations . Possible local programming will also be 
explored with an examination of the resources required to meet new needs. 

·JEWISH CCJ+1UNAL AFFAIRS COM>11SSION - E. ROBERT GCX>DKIND1 Chairperson, Presiding 
. . . . . 

Professor Chaim W.axrnan, head of the Department of Sociology at Rutgers 
University, will report on the findings and recommendations of AJC's Policy 
Task Force on the Jewish. Family, which he has ch~ired. Howard Gilbert of 
Chicago, Chairperson of AJC 1 s National Committee on the Jewish Family, will 
present his Committee's recommendatfons for strengthening the Jewish family 
as the basic institution for transmitting Jewish values. Participants will 
be invited to discuss the reports and submit their views and recommendations. 

{over) 
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IX)MESTIC AFFAIRS COr+'lISSION SHOLOM D, CCJIAY, Chairperson, Presiding 

The so-called taxpayer's revolt is now high on the list of issues being 
hotly debated throughout the nation . Intergroup tensions are already rising 
as some vested interest groups vie with one another for diminishing govern
menta l funding of domestic social programs. Simultaneously, traditi-0nal 
opponents of these programs see the current interest in tax reduction as a 
convenient lever for eliminating them altogether. 

The DAC wi lJ focus on this conflict and how AJC can best use its re
sources to help elevate the level of t he debate , insure the continuation of 
needed programs to aid the. dfsadvantaged and protect Jewish interests . 

# # # # # 

78-100-171 
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U1~rainian Pemoc~~tic Alli2.nce 
.23 Eorage Elace 

F.orest Hills, _New York 10017 

American Jewish Committee 

165 F.ast ·56 Street . ..· . 

New York, No Y. 
. . .. 

.. _···-· 

.. . . 
. . 

Gentlemen.:.· 

. . We ta..ke the . i-i-berty to ·send you a position paper .. 
- o·f the 'Ukrainian Democrat-ic Alliance,. signed '.'Jy its officers . . 

and o·ther lec.ders .. of . the Ukrainiarr COlil_I;!Uni ty . . It reflects 
i;he views of the Uk:z;-ainian· community regarding the telev'ision · 
program, ." Holocaust!' , and relations De.tween lJkra:inians a nd 
J ei.rn in o-eneral • · · . · · " · · :- .- · · · · · . .. · . 

. . · .. ? . . . . .. . . . . 
. . . : . :'" .. :· . . · .. ~:·.' .. :. ....... . . . . . . . ·. " . 

The · Ukrainian Democratic Allia.'l'lce .is interested. in 
developing closer· re la tion.s between these two peoples' who 
share· a common heri t~ge "o~ persecution;" and for this reason. 
hopes to· clarify ·events ocurring in Ukraine · du.ring . World 
:,·/ ar ~Ho • · 

. we h ope that you will have ·the· opportunity to bring 
our stateraent to the attention of the. Jewish cor~mni ty. 

Very truly yours , 

12 ~:L1t; . 
Ro~~ VIi-~tsfiP 
Vice-President, U.D.A . 

. - . 
/( ;//(/tr' · It/.' t.L,,,. e.C-:....~.~--
~. . . "-- . ...,,. ~ . "-':..'' 

Oleh l:I. Wolansky, N .D~ 
Member, U.D .A. Council 

·· .... ~ 
·-~ 

......... . _ . 
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Via San Creecenz1an(1) 11 
- 001!99 Rome 

Pho~e: :· .. 8310761 
. . ~ .. i.·. !' .. ~; -~ .. : ~~.t .. . :~·. ~ -:~- -

' . 

POR IMMEDIATE RELEKSE 
(3 November 1978) 

. .. ( . ·. :.- :. _ .. . 

/ 

. :_... ·.:. '.: ··'. Dr. Joseph L. Lichten, representative of the A:nt~-Defamation 
. . ~ ··· · · · · League of I3 •nai I3ri th in Rome, made the following stat_ement 

·:: .·~"· .. '. -~ · -: · on ·Pope John Paul II' s relation.ship with Jews: . <=·:\~~. :-: ~·:. · : . 
.- ·-: . .< . ~In the rush to bring to the public attention detailed .: f: < · 

'· . :;: . t ••.. 

information on Pope John Paul II, we have w1 tnessed a vast :-~-7..' .. : 
" . .... 

arra:J' of articles, most of them helpful in our understanding.:·-:··. ·. 
- · -~:~ -~ .. -' of 'him. However, in one major ··area, . his relations with .. Jews,";·:·>"· ·_. . .··_ .. · . .. 

. . ~~ .. 

· ..... 

... . : .. 
, .. .. 

. : .. "! . • 'details have been sketchy. We believe the fol.lowing informa-. · 

· · ·.· '. tion will more accurately com:p_lete a profile of the Pope -~:'.· '" . 

. · . . this important \area. . .. : :'. '.:~; .:"·:." . 
· · · · "The facts · are that during the German occupation of · .. :.:-'<", . .... 

.. Poland in World War Ii, the then Karol Wojtyla was activ~ . ;·.-::;:.".· .: · . 

• : . - ! in an underground collaborating with the Christian Demo- .' ... · .::-~-0 -:> 
cratic organization (UNll) which had a record of helping - ~; ·-. :~~t:.--:: · · 
Jews. It is because of this circumstance that he WB$ plac~ci':'~~'?·~~ · : . 
on a blacklist of the Nazis. Furthe~, during the Nazi . ,: L~;f/;A~~:>: . 

. occupation; Karol Wojtyla played a role in assisting Jews/'/A.1~(-. 
to · find shelter and false Aryan identification papers. ... ·~·~)t~It~~-. ·. 
!roward the end of the war, he was hidden in the cellar .... ·: .. :.~:~ :~:;:_,.}~~: 
of the palace of Cardinal Sapieha to avoid arrest by the-~ij~(~:;~jY:.;,:: · 

. . . , . .. :. ' :·; , .. . 
-. · · · · · - Nazis and remained there until they left Krakow. A.:f'ter ·{~;;.;~~;.:·.:· -' 

the war, when only ·about 500 Jews remained in Krakow out ·:~: ·:~~:-~~: ~ --.'· 
o·:r-a once flourishing Jewish communi:cy-, Cardinal Wo.jfyl~· < ·-. ;'.·:.:·" 

· helped organize the permanent care of the Krakow Jewish · '.:'-·:(~~. · . 
... . : .. . ·. 

cemetery. In 1968, as Archbi shop of Krakow, he opposed . . . . 

the expullsion of the remnants of Polish Jevrry from the . .. 

country of their birtll. .. 
"People must understand _ that the internal structure 

of the Catholic Church in Communi st Poland was , and is, · 

different . from the position of the Church in Western 

Democratic countries. lfn view of the delicate Church-State 

· . .. ·:· 
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relations, every matter which ie not strictly lit urgical hae 
to be decided by the Polish Primate's office. Under Communist 
restrictions and ever poasible ~pression, Polish priests and . 
prelates must carefully watch .and judge fully what they say .. 
and do. Nevertheless, the Krakow Weekly, Tygodnik Powszechny~ . 
wh1c4 pleys a double role as a diocesan and national newspaper 

· ... ~dis edited by Catholic laymen, has had articles relating. 

. : . ~ . 

to ·Jews. .There are, in my judgment, very f ew Catholic news-

child, as a yoUn.g man and as an adult. He studied with them 
from the time he was six years old, and his closest friend and 
former school:mate, Jerrz;y Kluger, is ~a Jew. As a youth, the 

. Pope visited almost daily the home of his friend and other · 
members of the Kluger family. His friend's :father was chairman 

. of the Jewish .community in Wadowic:s. (The Pope did not settle 
in Krakow until a:f'ter he was 18 years old.) This :friendship. 
continued after the war and reached its peak recently when the 
two men had the occasion to renew their association. The Pope 
met with his friend and the latte~'s :family, and indicated that 
he was very pleased tha~ he was photographed with them. 'M\r 
picture number 1, 1 · the Pope said. 

. "During Vatican II the Pope repeatediy supported the Church's 
declaration on religious :freedom. In one o:f his major religious; 
writings .he spoke positively and constructively about the 
declaration on the relations of the Church with-non-Christian 
religions, including Judaism (Nostra Aetate). As such, we . 
have every reason to expect that ~e will continue Catholic~ 
Jewish relations in the spirit of this document. It is our 
belief that Pope John Paul II, a~ one of the most distinguished 
sons of Poland, a country which :for centuries has had to struggle 
for its security and independence, understands these same aims: 

of the .Jewish people and of the State of Israel.• 

.... : .-:. · .. 
' 

< •• -. ':=-:·-, . . _ ... ~ ,, 
·: .. ...... 

.. ·.,.: 
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: Cliqurtq of f~e . ~tttteb ~£Mi of J'Je5us 

Rev. Het-.ry G. d'Anjou, DD., PhD. 
Pastor · 

229 WJLLETr A VENUE' 

PORT CHESTER, NEW YORK 10573 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Dire~tor 
Interreligious Affairs AJC 
165 East 56 St., 
New York,) NY 

De~ Rabbi Tanenbaum, 
. . ' t ' . . 

November 8,?8 

Thank you for your kind l~tter of ~ov. 3. I am enclosing 
.some remarks which may be of some use. If you will need· 
m<;>re I shall be glad to send. 

Cordially, 

(914) WE 9-1497 



Rev. Henry G. d' Anjou, D.D., Ph.D. 
Pastor 

Cl!~urdy nf tlye ~aaw ~eart nf Wesus 
229 WILLElT A VENUE 

PORT OIESTER, NEW YORK 10573 

a propos 
(914) WE 9-1497 

the article BEHIND THE HEADLINES ANOTHER SIDE OF :POPE JOHN PAUL II, 
by Edwin Eytan, JTA Daily News Bulletin, Octcber 26,1978, page 4. 

l - "for the first time in contemporary history the Vatican has at 
its head a man who seems never to have taken an interest in the 
Jewish questiono••" 
The author does not know the modern history of the Catholic Church: 
no pope in modern times, except John XXIII of blessed memory, have 
taken any interest in the Jewish question;. that's the silence of 
Pius XII also. 

2 - "••• and never to have made a statement on the Jews, Jerusalem 
or the Middle East ••• " 
At the time of the II Vatican Council /1962 - 65/ Dro Joseph Lichten 
of Anti-Defamation League and myself we asked Cardinal Wyszyiiski that 
a letter of Polish Bishops dealing with Jewish problems in Poland be 
published. I petitioned also the late Archbishop Joseph Gawlina in 
Ru.Wt: o uJ.·. :!Jlciliien spoke wi 'Ch Bisnop Wojtyla and found him in favour 
of such an act. But Cardinal Wyszynski overruled. At that time Wojty~a 
was Auxilli8.ry-Bishop of Crac-cw /si:ice 1958/ :md in 1964 was appointed 
Archbishop of Cracow /made Cardinal in 1967/. As a Bishop he was sup
posed to take part in the sessions of the Council but the restrictions 
of the Polish Communist Gevernment limited his trips to Rome. As an 
Auxilliary Bishop he B.ad no voice in deliberations of Bishops Conferenceo 
As an Archbishop he became a cember of the Central Commission /Komisja 

- Gl6wna/ of the Conference of Polish Bishops but as a new commer he 
. had a minor voice. 



"The Jewish question" in poflt World War II Poland looks totally 
different. 
Jewish population of Poland has been murdered en masse by the 
Germans and Polish anti- Semiteso The Jews who took refuge in 
Soviet Union first were incarcerated in the concentration camps 

2 

of Siberia,. and then drafted either to the Army of General Anders 
or the Army of General Berling. Anders' Army left for Persia, 
Pa1estine and Africa. Berling's Army went together with the Red 
Army through Poland to Berlin. As a result, after the War many 
Jews took high positions in the post-war administration of Poland, 
first populist, then Comunist • . 
Post War Jews in P0 land were divided into religious Jews, Socialists 
and Communist. Very soon religious Jews started to migrate to Israel. 
They were joined by many Socialists disilusioned with Communist 
reali ty in Poland and Soviet U~ion. What was left in 1960s was a 
small group of religious Jews, mostly people of age, and a larger 
group of Jewish Communist o~ their sympathizers. And this second 
group of Communist · is understood when they talk in Poland about 
"the Jews". Religious Jews are called "Izraelici"/Israelis/. 
"JeWKish Communist became prominent in secret police UB, in censor
ship, education and economy /Hllary Mine/. 
Religious Jews and their Congregation as well as the Catholic Church 
and all other religious groups in Poland are under the strict 
Government supervision through Urz~d do Spraw Wyznan /Office for 
~h~ iUiairs of vne venominations/ and the UB /Urzqd Bezpieczenstwa
- Office of Security/. Interdenominational contacts are discouraged 
and controlled. Touching the matters of foreign policy in a ~a::r 

different from the Communist Party litre in 1960s was unthinkable. 
Bishops can act up to this day only within the limits of their own 
respective dioceses. Their trips to other dioceses are spyad even 
by the Catholic Prie'sts. Under these circumstances "visiting Warsaw 
ghetto, contacts with foreign Jewish delegation" ets. sounds nosen
sical. Bishop Czes3.'.aw Kaczmarek of Kielce had to undergo &' show 
trial and was sentenced to number of years just because American 
Ambasador visited him. 



.. 
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3 - "Inserpress - Polish news agency" is the 
agency of the Polish Communist Government. 

4 - During the II World War Germans created 
from the central part of P0 land an administrative entity called 
"General Gouvernement" as an aria for Polish poj>ulation within 
which the ghettos were placed. Polish and Jewish population from 
Western parts of Po.land was expeled:. Jews to the ghettos , Poles 

3 

to GG. All schools, except grammar school with 3 grades, were closed. 
For Jews there was no schooling at all. Poles had to learn only how 
to sign their names and count from 1 to 1000. All the youth had to 
be registered for work in German industry eiteher in Germany or in 

Todtorganisazion. Registration has been done by German Arbeitsamto 
Everybody had to carry its Arbeitskarte. The seminaries were closed 
too. But the school system existed in the underground. Evem the Uni
veraitiesl. Classes were held in the houses of parents or Professors. 
The underground government bribded the German officials of GG and 
the closed their eyes, ex.g. governor List of Warschau District. 
Many seminaries operated under the umbrella of religious orders,exogo 
Pallotines , Jesuits. I myself worked as a salesman of kohl being 
at the same time a student of Warsaw University. 
Actors were in Jm a situation even more complicated. Propagandaab
teilung of GG ordered many actors to work for German war propaganda~ 
Those who refused were arrested. Others took all other kinds of jobs. 
The most popular was x:t· wiiter and waitress. Many coffeehouses were 
open where the actors worked as waiters and even ~erformeo on +.h~ 

stage /forms of cabaret/. "Rapsodyczny" theater where Wojty3:a was 
an actor was closed. ::iMs&ea« It reopened after the II World War. 
They dit not play "in the Catholic schools and for various workers 
groups"! That's nonsens. They were not Catholic schools in those 
days. For workers groups the German actors played. 

5 - right after the II World War Cardinal 
Sapieha, Wojty3:a's predecessor as Archbishop of Cracow, founded a 
weekly called "Tygodnik Powszechny" /Weekly Common/. Here a number 
of Jews or Jews who became Catholics were and some still working 
and publishing. Antoni Slonimski, one of the greatest Polish poets, 
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first agnostic and later a practicing Jew, Stanislaw Stomma, 
Jerzy Turowicz, Jerzy Zawieyski - these are the best known 

names of editors of Tygodnik Powszechny and all of them Jewish. 
The weekly is the only magazin in Poland up to this day represen
ting liberal Catholicism. For that reason they are not liked 
by Cardinal Wyszynski . It was Wojtyla who as the Archbishop of 
Cracow defended them and encouraged them. They published many 
artcles on Jewish themes. Roman Brandstetter, a Jew himself, 
is their regular contributor. 

I suggest to contact them and they will provide more 
detailled informations. 

I suggest that a meeting should be arranged between. 
Cardinal Wyszynski and leaders of Israel, like Ms. Golda Mayer, 
or Mr. Begin. 

Cardinal Wyszynski must see that they are other Jews 
who are not Communist. He is inclined toward democratic socialism. 
And the Israeli socialists will find a common language with himo 

The incident with desecration of Jewish cemetery in 

Cracow and Wojtyla's appeal to the students to repair and beautify 
the cemetery is true. Commun.1st censorship prevented this news 
from publication. 
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Nives fo•, furOf)Hn RepreSC!nlalive 

November 8, 1978 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum 

·From: Zachariah· Shuster 

Subj : German ~urches and tne Cristal Night 

November 9 · 1978., . the date of the 40th anniversary of the 
Cristal Night , was marked . i n Germany by a number of public 
manifestations and significant statements by political and 
eclesiastic personalities • . One of t he most elaborate staEements 
was made by Cardianl Hoeffner, president of the German~ Bishop's 
Conference and bishop of Munich (I am bringing this particuliarly 
to your attention in connection with the symposium in Munich on. 
November 19th) . 

In a letter addressed to the Ch.airman of the Centr.al 
Council of Jews in Germany, Mr Werner Nachmann , the Cardinal 
writes: . 
"40 year~ have passed since ~ovember 9/10 1938, which has been 
named. in the cynical .vocabulary of the National-Socialists "Reichs
Kristallnach t". On tllat night, thousands of jewish citizens were 
murdered and wounded,almost .a ll synagogues were demolished, 
jewish property was .ge:~ed· and plundered, and the human 
dignity 9£ our · fellow':::::citizens was soiled. W~.know· .:t:hat these 
crimes committed by the nation~l-s9cialist ieadership and tlleir 
organisations were carefully .. prepared and were in no way the 

.spontaneous · outb~rst of the· peopl e 's ~rath , as was asserted by 
the propaganda at that time . I t was a climax of systematic 
racial incitement which was carried on for years by the N.S . D.A.P.· , 
and the preludE:? to the des.truction of the jewish. commurii ty in 
Central Europe • · 

Looking ba·ck at these terribi'e events after forty years , I 
should like to associate myself with. the statement made by 
Theophil Herder- Dorneich , in his opening address at the 72nd 
German Catholic Day in Mainz ii) 1948: · · 
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GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer • LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary • ROBERT l. HOROWITZ, Associate Tleasurer • • THEODORE ELLENOFf, Cba:rman, Executive Committee • 
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"Most of the sensiti ve adults cathol i cs are aware· of thei r own 
personal guilt . Many were blinded and didn ' t make sufficient 
difference between the self- assertion of .our peopl e and the 
wild power . The he.arts of ma.ny of us hardened vis- a - vis · t he 
. innocez:it sufferers , and many succumbed· ~nder the l ack of cour age. JI' 

And I repeat a saying of Prof . Karl· Thieme at the same 
cathol~c congres~: . 
"No. Chris t i an cbnununity can state that its official represe~~D 
anywhere have publicly and unequivocally ~aken a position· 
aga i n s t depriving the Jew5 of _their rights ••. " 

' . 
We knqw . today of many Germans who helped their.jewish 

f el l ow-citizens. We know that not a few Germans have r ecognizeq : 
the character of National-Socialism by the acts which· have 
taken place in full view<:; at that time, and distanced themsel ves 
from thes e acts. 

Today , forty years after the horrible events, should be an 
occas i on for every individual who was alive at that t ime to -exami ne 
his consci e nce, and. ask himse·lf : nwha t ttave· I done then, and what 
have I fa iled :to. do then?°" . 

And this day is posing to al.1 Christian~;° the que s tion what 
they _ are doing today that these things should not happen again . 

I n memory of all victims among the Jewish people in t he 
years 1933-35, I want · to assure you that the Catholic Churc h 
i n Gei:many , ·faith.full to the guide-lines of Vatican Council II, 
wil i counteract i,n i d;.· ·preachings, in~tructions, and by a l l 

· means, antisemitism and al.l racial hatred, and work for . good 
neighb~rliness . arid f~iendship_ among Jews and Christians. 

wi'th f riendl'y g:r;-eetings, 

Cardinal Hoeffner 

###### 
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The Council -of Evangelica~ Churches ' i n Germany has a l so . · 
published · an extensiv~ sta·tement on this occasion, which was c:J 
widely r~produ~ed thoughout Germany . Part of this text is as 
fol l ows : 

... ":To "ref·lect -about the guilt and ominousness -of t he Third 
(~ich is a p~rrnanent task for the Church and the people of our 
land . ~he 40th anniv~rsary qf the cr~el pogrom on· th€ 9/10 of 
November 19~8 is a renewed occasion for such reflexion;"· 

On that day, -.about 30·.000 j ewish fellow-citi zens were 
arresteq and most of them:ill brought t o the concentration camps~ 
The number of burned · synagogu~s i s estimated to be about 267 , 
and the number of ~destroyed bus inesses and dwellings as about 
7500 . In retro·spec·t, the e vents of 40 years ago appear. to be 
a phase in a development which has l ed .. to what t he nazi l eaders ' 
called the "Fina l Sol ution". Hi tle r and his f ol l ower s were 
obsessed by the hallucination of a s pe c i a l mi ssion of the german 
aryan race. This included t he extermination of all Jews . National
~ocialist , r acis t ~nd antisemi t ic drives combined ~o produce 
cruel consequences. On January 1938 , Hitler announced the (:) 
destruction of the jewish raee in Europe in case o f war . About 
6 million Jewish of the. german reich ·and o f the countr i es occupied 
in Europe were murdered . 

Our people has not realised the s e global crimes, or 
realised too[3late. Onl y in a few c ases wa s the r e open .resist ance . 
Discreet help wa s also an exeption. Mos t Germans looked a t these 
crimes wi thou:t t aking any action: ·some with depres.s ed s ilence , 
some with horrible indifference, and some even with open approval ·. 
The Evangelica l Church also remained l argely s ilent . Ther efore 
it is stated in t he St uttgart declar ation of Octobe r 1945: "We 
are accusing ourselves 'that we have .not acted more courageousl y 
and have not loved more e nthusiatical ly. " 

Only God can forgi ve our guilt. " 
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Work~·hop On· Christisn;..Je wish Relstian·s· 

fourth National Workshop 
November 6 .- 9 , i 978 
Ambassador Hotel 
Los Angeles, Califoria 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Office on Christia!Newish Relations 

NATIONAL CoNFEAENCE OF 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS 

SeCl'etarlat '°'Catholic J-illh Relationa 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

. Committee on lrrten•li9iou1 Affelrs. 

in c:oopet'atlon with 

AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 
· AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL CON FERENCE OF 

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Ho- Mission Board 

. LOCAL SPONSORS 

American Jewish Comminee 
Board of Rabbis of Southsn Califomie 
California Lulheran Collegt 

Fuller Theological Seminary 

Hebrew Union College 

lmmaculata Heart Col• 
Loyola ·Marv mount University 

Los Angales Council of Churches 

Mt. St. Marv'• College 

Natlonlil Confarence of Clv lstiens . . 
end Jews 

Roman Catholic An:~ of 

LoaAn911tes 
St. John's Seminary . 

Sc~ of Theology at Clarermnt 
Southern California Council of Church• 
Union of Anwrican Hebr- Congreginions 
United Sy~e of America. 
University of Jvdaism 

U.S.C. School of Religion· 

CO-CHAIRMEN 

DR. CARL SEGERHAMMAR 

FR. ROYALEM. VADAKIN 
RABBI ALFRED WOLF 

DATE : 

TO: 

FROM: 

REGAR.DING: 

November 21, 1978 

4112 West . Washington Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90018 

National Committee/4th National Workshop on 
Christian-Jewish Relations 

Dr. Carl Segerhammar, Fr. Royale H. Vadakin, 
Rabbi Alfred Wolf 

Followup on National Workshop and Next 
COtllllittee Meeting 

This memo will . serve as an update. Presently we are in
volved in the financial and appreciative aspects of tbi.s 
major event. 

While these matters are not completely finished - nor will 
they be until after January f, 1979 - we have paid all out
standing bills and obligations. Also as promised we will 
provide $300.00 seed money to · Dall~s for the ·5th National 
Workshop (we received $200.00 from .Detroit). This check 
we will present in P.erson at the January committee meeting 
ln Dallas • 

Find enclosed a summary of the responses we received from 
the evaluations. We thought all committee members would 
find them of interest. Late .responses will be brought to 
Dallas. 

We enclose a list of the National Committee as presently 
constructed - with the reminder about greater· women's 
presence. 

Also find corr4;sponde~ce· to Mr. Milton Tobias'~ who will be 
our local host for the mext committee meeting. As indicat
ed in this correspondence, we will await spec.ific details 
about exact time, place and location of this meeting. 

Next National Committee Meeting: 

hm 
Encl. 

Dallas, Texas 
January 24th and January 25th, 1979 



)•~:<~I,,: 

>: .::·National Workshop On Christian-Jewish Relations 

Fourth National Workshop 
November 6 · - 9 . . 1978 
A m b a s s a d o r H o ·t e I 
Los Angeles ~ Califoda 

. SPONSORS 

NA TIOf'tAl COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Office on Christian-Jewish Relation• 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
C.A THOLIC BISHOPS 

Secretariat for Catha.lie Jewish Relations · 

s ·YNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF. AMERICA 

Committee on lnterreligioos Affairs 

in cooperation with 

AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

. NATIONAL CONFERENC~ OF . . · 

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS · 
. SOOTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Home Miuion Board 

LOCAL SPONSORS 

American J-ish Committee 

Board of Rabbis of Southern California 
·California Lutheran College 
Fuller ·nwofogie<il Seminary 

Hebrew Union College 

Immaculate Heart College 
Loyola Ma·ry!'lount Univers ity 

Los Angelri Council of Churches 
Mt. St. Mary's College 

National Conference of Christians . 

arid Jews 

Romen Catholic Archdiocese of 

Los An911les 
St. John~& Seminary 

Sc~I of Theology at Claremont 

Southern Celifornia Council of Churches 
Union of Americ:an Hebrew Congregations 
United Synagogue of America 
Univetsity of Judaism 
U.S.C. School of Religion 

CO-CHAIRMEN 

DR. CARL SEGERHAMMAR, 
FR. ROY ALE M. VADA KIN . 
RABB{ALFRED WOLF 

Npvember 21, 1978 

Mr. Milton Tobia&J 
~merican Jewish Committee 
1809 Tower Building· 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Dear Milton: 

4112 West Washington Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90018 

It was good to meet you· pe·rsonally in Los Angeles.. Con.~ 
gratulations on Dallas being the host location for the 
5th National ·Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations. 

You wili note from the en.closed memo that the National 
Commit·tee has been alerted about the January 24th-25th 
meettng. However several National Committee members did 
not come to Los Angeles or left prior to the luncheon 
meeting where these dates were selected. Ecnlosed you 
will ~ind the address list of the pres~nt Nati6nal Com
mittee (which may be enl.irged'). May I ask that y~u ·con
tact committ~e members regarding this meeting, . indicating 
specifics as to exact date, time and place. 

Rabb.i Wolf, DT. Segerhamroar and l, as immediate past co
chairmen, would·like a portion of the January 24th-25th 
agenda to complete a report on the 4th National Workshop. 
We look forward to ·serving as members of the ·National 
Commit· tee for the 5th National Workshop. · 

Aiso, as the enclosed correspondence indicates, we will 
be bringing . you a $300.00 seed money check. 

With personal best ·wishes, 

Sincere_iy~ 

(Re:v.) Royale M. Vadakin 

hm 
Encl . 
cc: Rabbi Wolf 

Dr. ·Segerhammar 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEM.BERSHIP -~~ 

1 • . Rev. Rob~rt Turnipseed 
Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, New York 10027 
212/678-6161 

2. Dr~ Pearl McNeil 
Office of the General Secretary 

. American Baptist Church 
Vall~y Forge, Pennsylvania . 194.81 
215/768-2000 

3. Dr. Will~am L. ·weUer 
Executive Director 
N.c.c. in the United States 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, New York 10027 
212/870-22'29 

4. Dr. Glen Igleheart · 
Home Mission Board 

· sout~ern Baptist Convention 
i350 Spring Street NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
404/ 87 3\4041 

5. .Rabbi Marc Tanenbauin 
Ame~ican Jewish. Committee 
165 East 46th Street 
New York, New York 10022 
212/PLl-4000 

6. Rabbi Dan Polish 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, o.c. 20036 
202/872-1337 

1.. Rev. Alex Brunett 
Past -National Workshop Chairman 
17500 Farming.ton Road . 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
313/ 425-5950 

8.. Rabbi 'A l fred Wolf 
National Workshop Co-Chairman. 
3663 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
213/388-2401 
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9. ·Dr. Eugene Fisher ··' ~:; 
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish RelatiQits ;~ 
NCCB ~ 

1312 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
202/659-6855 

10. Dr . Carl W. Segerhammar 
Na.t'ional Workshop Co-Chairman 
255 Marjori Avenue 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
805/498-9933 

ll. Rev. Ge1Jrge Sheridan . · 
2116 Mor ris Avenue 
Union, New Jersey 07083 

12. Rev. John Sheerin, CSP 

~ ... .· 

Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations ~ 
NCCB 
1312 Massachuse tts Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
202/695-6855 

13. Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 
212/249-0100 

14. Rev. Royale M. Vadakin 
National Workshop Co-Chairman 
4112 West Washington Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90018 
213/734-6066 
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EVALUATION SUMMARY 
_, _______ _ 

4th NATIC!~AL \c/ORX.SHOP ON 
CHRISTIAN - ._TE\.JISF. RELATI ONS Based on 52 foms 

returned. 

lo 

2o 

3., 

RATING SC.iLE Et EXCELLENT ( 5 ) ABOVE AVERAGE {4) AVKi-1AGE( 3 ) BET....,OW AVERAGE(2) P00! 1( l ) 

I would rate my ov·erall Workshop experience as: 

5 WI 21 4 &i ·~6 3 ~ 2 2 s: l 1 .. 0 

The major benefit ! received from th.& ·Conf er-~nce ~·Jas: 

He.;:;ring sc rr;any out standing s-9~ake.rs i~ such a short period or' time 3o 
Folmd out what other' plac19s(mcstly LQA, are doing in c .... J relations 2. 
Many in·l;erested in p roliicting and fost~ring b~~t~r re~ations 3o Highly ed'.1catiomt1.- ;$ 
Motivations fer fu:rt her \·;ork iil C-J relations 6 5o ~ost inspiring 2. 
"Soul food:' ... realizing h ow muc'h U!ldiscovered love and faith we J & C have tc sh.are 
with each othero · 
Opportunity to see serious workers i..11 the fielcl from all parts of the nation~ t o 
cathcb up on deeper issues, current personal news. 
Theological emphasis - I have never had the privilege of at.tending a seminar 
of this calibre before . Al thou~~ 17% \:.las above my head~ ! welcomed the exposure 2 .. 
Cont~cts with notable persons o~tside fcz~al presentations 4. 
l3etter knowledge of ho,.., it is possible to show 11 visi~le unity" w:i.th other faiths - 2o 
Personal cont~cte with J & C C> l5o Discov~ry of 25 or more C-P-J exis ting i :.1 U.,S. 
Fctt!ld a few persons to hel p ov.t in my area. Co!!!ing to grips with ideas i n worksho!'s .. 
More contacts with lay people involved i n dialogue. Remarks by Stendahl/Sloyan~ 
Samb'1tel/J...i.ttell~ Hehi:i:·., - 2., New theological grov.nding for J-C .rapprochement and 
persona l contacts t o fm:-'c(,e:::- tb:i.s enterprise 4 .. 
Bpport~mity to share prcgrams and icless "" 3.- Heassurance that some day ther i1ill 
be 'true understandi ng ,,.,n d respect of differences in theologyo· Responsibility of · 
:religious comr.1u....'1ity to promote n .:man rights agenda - 2o . 
Oppo:ctt;ni t y to sae men and wom~11 of· higher consciouS!lees come to~ether and share 
with openness thei.z· spir:i:i;ua+ cncmess· ;;uid religicus uniquenesso - 2. 
Irr:p r essee by Jewish peopl 0 i.:ho are willing to meet .:md dialogue with Christians in 
spite o f t heir past tra.gi c e:q>~l"ience 2o New ;i.nsl.gh-ts re6arding ~ewish etnicity. 
Contintl~.ng knol-Jledge th~!:"!t conmn.i.r?:icaticn,s rur!cng faiths is growing - 2e 
New s~nsitivi ty to Je\·Js ·end Musli;~1:Zi. . 
l\. b::-oad.er perspective ·or interreligious. abiliti~s to bring to bear sac.r ed v~lues on 
hu!!lan rights i ssues , e 'spr:..-cially within a. co1nmuni t;{o ( t his irom the ma jor spea~ers) 
!iope 1ist o i p artici.pants will be made availubJ.e to ull participants so t ha t lve 
P{ay con tinue dialogue in our. own ::i.reaso 
ti~per a'Aareness c i :nale dcmin.s.nce in chur·ch and synagogue structureso 

M-?.joi· Prcsentationsz 

0..o Sand.mel ... J..:i.tt ell 5 ~ 23 if ::c it-;. 3 R 9 2 a 0 l i:J 0 

b9 Baroni .. Taru1enbaum 5 2iS 20 4 ¥3 16 J · ~ 9 2 = 2 J. .:: 0 

@o Stend.ahl ..., .Sloyan 5 a 33 l~ &I 9 .3 ~ 2 2 a 0 l 0 c 
do Jackson ~ ·Brickner 5 18 22 ft. *' 15 ~ 

j ~ l} 2 ~ 1 · l Iii 0 

e .., Jo Bryan f!~hir 5 8 22 4 M 12 3 s 6· 2 Ii! 2 l 3; 2 

i'., 1\ Kilgore 5 E 6 4 ijj • 4 3"' 2 2 Jil 0 l &" 0 
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3o Major Presentations (cont'd) 

Standahl/Sloyan • 
Jackson/Brickne1· 
•lo Bryan Hehir 

Outstanding 
- Great speecjes , but not very relevant 
~cepticnal-?- but not for after dinner - 3. 

T. Kilgore Poor · attendance on Thursday suys cJ.ose \ilith. a big successful event. 

4o Segmented Seminars: 
l MISSION AND \t/ITNESS 5.s l. 4.4 3 .s 2 2 G l 

cor.mENTS:Speakers were excellento I s';ge;est some effor·~ be made to join hands 
to~ard our common ~nemy - disbelief t.n one Gcd. Perhaps se•eral models 
fox joint community outreach., 1fot en9ugh time for Speaker/I}~ too 1:1uclt time 
taken by first two speakerso · 
.Rabbi Brickner~s paper not provoking.- .P:res~ntation of papers b~fore and 
then discussed is mu.ch better than pxasentaticn .bY experts. Lea1re that · to 
major presentat!l\r:mg., 
.Some material i;oo b"intplistic; however., . tne practicmn on a"oortic.n and dying 
1.>:as quite · stimulating·; my C•Jng;:-~~tulations to the I..!t ~:des~·Rabbi group" 
E~=.celleut opportuntP".r for izifo::.·r.ial discussiono B~lanced total . input. 
As· a Christia:-Tl (Baptist lay wom&n) I felt total exclusion- ~e total. 
emphasis was on CatJ?,olic(Christiun) a.Yid Jews; Pr•:>testants were ignored., 

. 1I .ROOTS OF· PLTJ RALISM 5 (II 2 2,. 0 . 

COrt.·1E.N'!'S; Excellent presentation of theologi.cal positions of three faiths and 
gocd discuss:i..011,. ... 30 Need for more lay participB.tion in panels. 
Excellent opening statements on all 3 occasions~ but only opportunity 
for free flow of' discussion was at 3rd - so I rate: it bes·t of alle 
Bogged down on details and lost perspective to relate to dialogue and 
to sacred v~lues in dehtfili~izing societyo · 
I thi.r.1.: Ille should clearly be satisfied with interreligious contac·t and 
.inforcna'dcn excha'lge ... tl";>r"i...-ig to mo..,e .too quickly to "produce;i a 
document is not helnf\~l at this momenta · 
Scholars did not m~~d helping ~he lay pe~scns in their search for more 
information on new kno~ledge gained throagh the presentationo 

· III FAMILY VALUES 5 Ill 3 ~- = 4 2 = 0 1 81 0 

COI·H-iENTS: . Need ·to address rei;;ponses to changing nuclear familyo More emphasis on ·( 
care for the elderly and important role they play in the familyo 
~foulc have liked less . input, more interaction amo!'tg participantso Fee1 
sorue, j.f not all~ of the presentors should have stayed for all of tne 

Should have issued a sts.terr.e:at or r-ecommendation since FAMILY is a key 
\>'OI'O in . \fashingtono O·.rer· emph&sis on WOtl!en il'!VOlV:;?ment vs .. people . in-
'iolvement o There \·:as a common concern for the human family and the 
tragedy of cli~1orce-:; s:!.ngle . parents, etc,. Need to, turn to our religious 
rootG to stahi1.ize our families~ . Good input·~ needed more time to r~i:,7or1d 
to in~)ut and share om· ovm ex-pertiseo · . 
it di cl get off the faf:'.!:a:y ·1aJ-ues co:n.ce:pt~ but ~Jas still · very 1nuch 
;.1ort!·11i;hile. It would .ha'<te helpad ·if I had known ahead of time which 
semin.c>r- I .was to attend and l!e.d so.me prepa.Tai:io:n .. 
Panelists inte:cesting and 1::ell infcrrned; bv.t I don: t think we dealt 
sufficiently \:!ith the reality cf cga.11ging values :, broken homes, etc~ 

. . ·,·· 
j 

. . ~ 

.": ., ., 
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4o Segmen~ed Seminars (cont 0 d) 

IV VALUES IN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 5 iii 0 4,.. 3 3 ·111 6 2 n 0 1 l!O 0 

COMMENTS: Moderator did not ·start on ti:'e~ nor cut off participants \-1ho 
. rambled on and on - off the poi nt. Hest part was sharing of practical 

eXperienceo I hud hoped it1's scope would be wider to e>::amine the 
values in education, secular as well as relig~cuso Presented some 
good models of programs that have proven effective in ~eaching values 
ot understanding one anothsr. · Segment ZJ 1.::as very 5ood; seg.nent l &2 
were not what I l11as expecting. The last segment wa.s beet i first two 
rath~r vague as to purpose of aeminaro First sessi on well doneo I had 
expected to deal 11.rith difficl.!lt ies a!'ising from aged images of Judaism 
that are found in textbdoks; or the ~bsence of the Judaisc .heritage 
in Christian textbo~kso 

V REL.i\TICNS WITH OTHER REL.IC..J:ONS 5 "' 2 3"' 0 2 N l 1 " 0 

CO~TS: I appreciated all the panelists - but ~as most impressed with segment C 
three cbeersl - 4. Moderator good. Having leaders of ther tnan Chri&
tian - jewish religions ver-y goodo Forldard lookinB, hopsfulo Needed 

·r.nore time for interchange mth participants .. a good first ... ·hope \.fe can 
bvild en ito Wile I app:c.cciate the importance of Jgc.~-:.n dialogue, I feel 
·the seminar needed to deal with the question of how to relate to bilateral 
dialogua (JC,MC,JM) ~ we-11 as MUlti-lateral ·dialogue of over 3 religionso 
(N~B~ Latter co!ll!Dent - participant only attended Segment 3). 

5~ Single Semi~~~rs 

~ - HOLOCAUST 5 l!I 2 4 .. 5 3 12 1 2 ., 0 l. 0 

COMMENTS: Eva Fleischner 11:as ·...,ery good,, \:las <:Y.Citing even though I had read and 
heard rauch about the Rol~c~~sto Some good things presented • too R.Cathol~e. 
Excellence of Dre Fleischner not flitlfilled by us in dialogue follo~ing 
her presentationo Dime~sion of t~e subject required more time~ 

#2. HELPING JEvJS AND CT£RISTL'\NS IN TUE USSR AND EASTERN EUROPE 

. . 5 = 2 4 = 0 3 = l . 2 = 0 l s 0 
CCMMENTS2. S.:forne gooa be.ck and forth~ bi..1t more concern about · who said something 

· rather tha"l what was said., Co.ncer1!ed that very few recognize need for 
concerned and a~ti;;e involvement in the Southease Asiano in our midsto 
Too many speakers in one la1·ge ~oom: Would L.ke to have attended other 
\..iorkF-tops - tapes of speakers would be good .. · 

#3~ RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES TO~ARD ISRAEL 
5 R 2 4 = 3 2,.. 0 l ~ 0 

COMMENTS: Much too Roman Catholic - why call it "Christian"·? More time requiredo 

#40 RECENT ARRIVPJ.8 WITH SPE~C ~'OCUS ON SOUTHEAST ASI.t\.fiS 
5120 4m2 · 3w0 2:A0 lsO 

COMMENTS: Hopefully there llfill be greater futu~e · coimnitment and involvement in 
~hese types of ldorkshops .- miD.istering through a coromittment and outreach 
to basic human needs such as · jobs0 h9using, health careo 

#5. UNDOCUMENTED PERSONS 5 a 0 1{. a 2 3 e 0 2 111 ·o 1 :a 0 

#60 JIUMAH RIGHTS 5 .. 0 4 = l 3 a 0 2 ~ w :t I!! 2 
COMMENTS: "Human Rights0 seminar was weak - no specific direction; pel"haps ~ human 

rights. statement to study wquld have been a vorthwhile beginning point o- 4' 



} . 

Format of 
COHl-$NTS~ 

the Worltehop: 5 ~ i7 4 • 23 3 = 8 2 ti O l i;; O 
I have some question about the value of the segment~d andsingle seminc.rs 
ne.ed other th~ plenary sessions-:- but not sure about t:rri.s format,, 
C~ngratulations to · Fro Vadakin and the Cor.ll!littee (from Baptist). 
Found the format confusing at first~ printing on the programs <.r1as so small 
that it doscouraged one from readin5 ito· 
I feel it. could be irilprov-ec1 by evaluatio·n and contributions from 
"academia" on ·,·rays to have the most successfi.tl workshop possible .. 

?o Hotel accommodations: 5 Ill 14 4 :: l? 3"' 4 2"" 0 1 "'0 

·COMMENT: Beautiful hoteU 

80 Free afternoon on \.IeCi.nesd.ay, my comments: . 

Wona.erful idea. -=- 4. Marvelous e.ppreciated tour of LoAo .and chance to 
see the historical sights· - 9. Tb.anks for ~he beautiful complimentary tour. 
Enjoyed the pool 0 but \'Jould not ha-:.re objected to another program<' ~ 2o 
Very relaxing break - 4d Enjcyed sunshine and free time. Helped me to. 
be more alert - continue some free time in future planningo Excellent - 3,. 
Allowed for pursuing contacts which other-r1ise might have been transitoryo 
Needed brea.~ to digest and reflect u }o InfQrmative and relaxi~.g • 
Tour OK but ir~elevant to our purposeoo an opportunity to visit local 
churches and synagogues and deal. with 'art 0 architecture, etc. - 2Q 
Nice moment for out 0€ state people ~ ~..ice hospitalitya Good idea~ 
Tuesday over-scheduled - haO. "ear0 fatigue by eveni.t&g~ Leadership 
luncheon too long - r~uncheon meeting good - excellent talk "oy Higginsa 
"No host" luncheon for all would have b"een..good to allow more personal 
contact t'lith each othe.r (not just leaders getting together)o Enjoyed tour, 
but would have pre~erred using time for wcrkshop and tour on Thursdayo 

9o Local arrangements: 5 ;;a 30 1~ = 10 3 ~ 0 2 iS 0 l El o. 

COMMENTS: The brochura was unclear on . the seminars. Please .arrange fo~ tapes of 
major talk8 in the future., Congrat·.llations to ~Te Vadakin and the committeeo 

lOQ At future Nation~i Workshops -
We should have less..£!: Male input. Ivery Towero Keynote Speakers ..; 6 0 

Individua.l \·.rrap-ups4 011e of the c1'ganiz,ers should get ideas and. report 

MO:RE OF: •--•a.....-

on them. Lecture& ft..n over-balance of memb·2rships. Academiao'"' 2 .. 
An over. balance of terri.fic inpu.t without response\) Banquet speech 
should not be heavy '? better during the daya .Emphasis on our differences 
and ~ore on our common interests., Semi.nar time th:lt doesn"'t bring us 
back together enough .. Contim.1al .t.~ehashing oi past accompli~entso 

Female input - 6a Dialogue/interchange - 7o Participa.~ts in the 
seminars using responses to panel and panel should open up dialogue by· 
wh~t they ea.yo * 2o .Practical workshops - discussion of actual ecumenical 
activities that ·have · taken placeo - 100 ·copies of lectures - 5o 
Lay participation - 5o P1·ayer together . - 6.., Confrointation of iesues e 
Opportunity for structured ways to meet each other outside of workshops - 2o · 
More Je1<.ri.sh part:!.cipci.tio·n - 2~ Opportunijsy to form statements of advocacy 
for the community in terms of Human Rights and Social.-Political Issues - 2. 
Deal more fortbrie;htly 'l'Ji.th the "controversial0 elements of J/C !.·elationso . 
Blacks and Chicanos. Time for questioning main .speakers •a 2. 



lOo (cont• d). 

More of: Grass roots p&o;ile ... 3o Spealce :~s awo.re of ti.n1e esp~cially when 
answering questions;, ·Bx-plan+i.tion of .religi.0us differences and how 
play do~ differenceGo How translate 1.-.Jorkshop experience into action 
at home? 
Serious scholarship, especially Jewi~ roots of Christianity - oppor
twli ty for professionals ,to ~peno time togather aw;::..y 'from g'egiru~e'.rso - 2. 
Music. 

Suggested Future S;eeaki:ts: 

fr. R83!!1ond .Bror:m - 2 
Dr.. Eugene Fi.sher ..... 3 
F~. John 'Pawlikcwski - ·4 
Monika Hellwig - J. 
Card. Pignedoli 
R~onda Pani.lson(?) 
Geoffrey \·food 

· Ruth Wicks 
Dr .. Si1zanne DeBenedittis ... ' 
Rabbi Michael ' Si311er 
Fr.. Vincent Martin~. OSB 
Mrs., Wicks 

. Stenclahl - L• 
T. Federici 
Hehir · 
Harvey Cox 
Howard Thurma"l 
Andre~ Y 9ung 
Sloyan 

Ho'lfard Butt 
. Rabbi Irving Greenberg 
R. ·McAf ee Bro"l¥-n · 
(Chap) Maj. Gen. R. Carr 
Bob Evans 
Lo~is He~in 
Dr, Philip Lovrie 
Prof o Noro 
Aro Arin Patricia Ware 
Prof. Alice Eckardt 

Madeleine L'Engle Franklin 
Rt o Rev., Paul Moo.re . 
E~P. · Sanders 
Pro'f o A. Segal . 
Billy Graham 
pennis Prager 
~ore· of· the same - 3 

. ~eli~ioua Affliation: · Jewish 11 la:>man Catholi~ - 22 Other Christians - l? 

Oth~r Ccmm~ NoB. Please se~ inuiv:ldual evaluations for lengthy and pe~sonal 
cor.unentsa 

Really should be 3 place for Black Cause insofar as Black Ministers 
represent both Christie.n and .:thnic mini.stries ·needs in a mix as m_n.,. 
sepii:'l"abl~ as co Jel'.rso They also(might) he. induced to fol"ll'.I c1-eative 
alliances \l..'ith rs.bb~.s and rainietersa They feel genuine· pain. and thus . 
can both ch&llange and hu~anize religiously deepen our sensitivitieso 
Using roear.5 o f helping us :eea.ch the unsaved in our co1.T1r.tunities. Develop
:i.Dg structures for joint ventc.n~s - yet keep pre.i;;ent conversations in 
a continuir..g process. 

Not £1.ll groups in cii;:i,es. 1;1ere cont.actad about the workshop.. If they 
ha.d: been, t here . would ri,Sve bee:n better across ·the board i·epresentationo 



[end]

Original documents 
faded and/or illegible 
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Mr. Ernest G. Budwig 
Elmira Jewish Conunun1ty Center 
P. O. Box 3087 ·• Grandview Road Ex·t • . 
Elmira, New ~ork 14905 ~ : 

Dear Mr. Budwig: 

· · .~ 

·Nove_mber 22 ,· 1978 

. . . 

Rabbf Tanenbaum is .away from the office o~ i lecture tour and I 
am taking the liberty of respon~ing to your good letter of Nov~er 
16th. · He will, of course, see this correspondence on hfs return. 

·. To .follow ~P ~n your·request f~r materials r~lat1ng tQ tbe Holo
caust and to .Arab influence fn America,. I .am enclosing SQme mater- ' 

· · ·. ials .which I think, you will find hel'pful; . .. · . 

·. With .many thanks for your interest, 

ILG/es 

Enclosures 
. : 

cc: Marc H • .Tanenbaum 

Sincerely. 

inge Lederer Gf bel 
Program Specialist 
·'lnterrelfgious Affairs 

. . 
{Interreligfous News·letter Vo. 2, No. 1; NBC Study Gu·ide. to the 
Holocaust; M. Braveman;s ·pamlhlet on teachjng about the Holocaust) 
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November 16, 19 78 

Rabbi Ma r c Tanenbaum, Director 
lnterreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
16~ E. 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

greatly appreciated the fine program on Holocaust 
activities at which you spoke on November 9th at the 
General Assembly of the . Council of Jewish Federations 
_in .. S.C!.n .J~r.a~c. i .sc:o •. 

recal I that you suggested that we write for materials, 
and t~is is a request to send us such materials as they 
relate to the Holocaust, also relating to anti-Holocaust 
materials, and to the penetration of Arab money into 
the United States economy and universities . 

T~ank you for your cooperati9n ~ 
hearing from you . 

look forward to 

With be~t personal regards~ 

EB/st 

Sincerely , 

~f A.&rLj 
ERNEST G. BUOWIG 
Ex e cutive Dir e ctor 

Member of the National Jewish Welfare Board 

Pa rticipating Member of United Community Services of Chemung County, Inc. 
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MEMORANDUM .. · 

Nov. 29 

Dear Marc: _, 

Enclosed are recent article 1n the 
paper on Amnesty International (1977 
and 1978) and the1r Autumn, 1978 
"Matchbox." . That. should get you 
started. For the latest 1nfo you can 

. reach ;them at 787-8906. .Their press .· 
contact 1s Larry Cox. 

Another good sourc.e m1 gh t be Freed an 
HGuse. 

What we're· saying· 1n .th1s piece 1s that 
tomorrow 1s Chanukah wn1ch celebrates 
a battle tor rel1g1ous and political 
freedom-but the same kinds or battles 
are still go 1ng on today. The point 

.. · .. 1s tnat Jews Ban't celebrate as long as 
··other people are still sutter1ng.- That 
they have to join with all Americans 
to put pressuee on nat1ons--that we 
Should all be Maccabees • You get the 

· · : .. 1dea. I' 11. talk to you about length 
. ·· and. . ._style when you return. 

The ADL sturr you wanted 1s also 
1nclosed. v 

Many thanks tor 
BERT SHANAS 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

. The Conunittee and the Health of the 
American Jewish Conununity: The Next Few Years 

By Milton Himmelfarb 

Almost 1100 American Jews answered our questionnaire on Jewish con-

cerns about a year ago. That they were not a scientifically chosen cross 

section he}ps to account for the way in which they answered the question, 

11 How impor.tant is being Jewish to you? 11 Given a choice among 11 very 

important," "moderate 1 y," and . "not at a 11 , •(§)Per cent said "very i mpor

tant11 and onl~' per :_:nt "not at all. 11 (At about the s~me time, of 

80 or 20 members of our National Executive Council 66 per cent said that 

being Jewish was very important to them and .10 per cent that it was not 

at all imp~rtant.) But scientifically chosen or not, the 1100 are re-
1. 

cognizably the ~ews we know. For instance, the order of their denomina-

tional preferences--Conservative, Reform, "just Jewi sh," Orthodox, Recon-- - -· structionist--is that of the actua l Jewish comrnunitY.·. 

Among other things, they were asked whether they were 11 very con-

cerned 11 or "not at all concerned11 about twelve specifically Jewish matters. 

Of these, five had to do with external attacks or threats: anti-Semitism, 

security of Israel, job discrimination, social discrimination, and quotas 

in jobs and education. Six were more internal: assimilation, intermarriage, 

family life, attraction of cults for young Jews, Jewish education, and 

Jewish birth rate. One was 11 the a_ged. 11 

·-
The item that evoked the mo~t 11 very concerned" responses also evoked 

the fewest "not at all concerned11 responses, and vice versa. At the top 

of the i:welve was "security of Israel, /at the bottom "social discrim;-;;a

ti on." At the top of the remaining seven were 11 the aged 11 and "family 
.,---. ---life, 11 and at the bottom "Jewish birth rate. 11 
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It is easy to exaggerate the difference between external concerns, 
I . 

like security of Israel and anti-Semitism, and more internal ones. In- . 

different Jews would show less concern for the first, and possibly also. 

about the second, than our respondents. And it can be argued that the 

relation goes in both directions--not only from a certain intensity of 

Jewish feeling to worrying about Israel's security and about anti

semitism, but also from worrying abqut these to an intensification of 

Jewish feeling. Still, if only for our purposes here, it probably makes 

sense to omit the five concerns we can call external. 

As to the 'reasons for the popularity of "the aged" as a concern, 

no doubt ·it reflects the demographic rea 1 i ty . of American Jew.ry, an. aging 

population. The median age of all Americans is something li~e 30, of 

blacks 21, of Jews .40. Besides, a high proportion of our respondents 

were themselves elderly, and therefore directly ·concerned. And since 

Jewis·h 'poverty is significantly the poverty of the Jewish aged, .putting 
. . 

a check mark next to 11 the aged"· may be a me·ans of ca ll_itig attention to 

the Jewish poor generally. Or else, "the aged" are seen as an aspect 

of 11 family 1ife, 11 al so a popular concern . 

It should be added that Jews like to be concerned : With our 1100, 

the lowest "·very concerned" was not a very low 39 per cent, and the 

highest "not at all concerned" was only 14 per cent--both of them about 

social discrimination. 

( 
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By rank order, the internal concerns are as follows: 

Most "very__ concerned" Least "not at all concerned" 

l) Family life l ) Family life 

2) Attraction of cults 2) Jewish education 
for young Jews 

3) . Intermarriage 3) Assimilation 

4) Assimilation 4) Attraction of cults for 
young Jews 

5) Jewish educati on 5) Intennarriage 

6) Jewish birth rate 6) Jewish birth rate 

Even if our respondents had been asked to volunteer thei r own opinions, .. 
in their own words, rather than to put a check next to someone else's 

phrase, they probably would not have answered very differently . Nor are 

our own answers greatly di ffe.rent, to judge by our programs. 

Let us consider the concerns in their order: 

l). Family Life: Besides divorce and the one-parent fami.ly, this 

includes tl"eproblem of integrating the wi.d.owed and the divorced, and their 

children, into the Jewish community, formal and informal--synagogues, 

schools, and sociability. (The so-called two career family is discussed 

·below, under "birth rate.") That these problems are painfully acute 

was evidenced by the words and emotions of the people who took part in 

the session on the Jewish family at our last Annual Meeting. 

We should continue research into the nature and magnitude of these 

problems and into means. that we can suggest to the appropriate communal 

institution. for alleviating them. Special attention should be given, 

additionally, to the plight of the unmarried who wish to be married and 

find it hard to meet suitable Jewish prospects . Most attempts to help 

by synagogues and centers seem to have been unsuccessful, failing to at-
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tract because seen as bein~ for losers. It is possible, ~owever, that 
·.·· ... ·:, .. . 

in some places the effort has succeeded. It would be useful to find 

out what ~istingui~hes the successes from the failures and to make it 

known. 

2) Attraction of cults for young Jews: There are two sets .of 

actors in this drama, the seducers and the seduced, besides the latter's 

families and the Jewish community generally. The seducers are no doubt 

being considered ~lsewhere. 

The interesting question is why we concentrate on ·cults--i.e., 

religion, since it can be argued that· certain kinds of political asso-
' 

ciatfon are as inimical as they are to Jewish· interests and a Jewish . 

futi.Jre-.:.for examp le, Trotskyists. The answer may be that politicS'. Of 

that sort have long been familiar to Jews like us and are seen as .a . ·· 

kind of youthfu·l sowing of wi-ld oats, often followed by a return ·tp the 

Jewish ·community, if not actually to Judaism. ·. We have as yet less ·rea·son 
. . . 

to beli.eve that that is also likely to be ~·rue of cultis·ts. · More impor-

tantly, perhaps, the attraction of young Jews to religion . (!) is ·a dis-

.quieting repudiation of our long established de facto secularism. There 

are some Jews who can become as exercised about the pied pipers of 

Lubavitch as about those of Hare Krishna or Jews for J.es.us. 

It is easy to state the things that will lessen the attraction of 

the cults, but not nearly so easy to bring those thing~ into existence: 
. . 

a warmer, friendlier community; a more appealing spirituality, above all 

in our synagogues; a ·more effective, more attractive Jewish education. 

The last will be treated below. About the first two; the same recormnenda-

tion can be made as for helping single Jewish men and women to meet--find 
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out what has worked and why, and disseminate the infonnation. 

Rabbi Schindler has rightly called for more Jewish .proselytism, 

and the UAHC has formally agreed. Our ambition should be to help turn \ 

around the problem of the attraction of cults for young Jews, so that in 

ten or twenty years people will be discussing the attraction of Judaism 

for young non-Jews. A foreign mission, as Christians would call it, is 

worth engaging in for its own sake. In addition, when successful, it 

conduces to the success of a home mission, the strengthening of the at-

, , tachment of those born into a corrmunion. 

3) Intermarriage: The Conunittee has done some good research. 

More should be done~ of course, together with dissemination. Above all, 

we should try to get the Jewish community to think what parents, if they 

are sensible and fortunate, think when a son or daughter is married: not 

"we have lost a son (or daughter)" but "we have gained a daughter (or son)." 

That is, try to minimize the loss occasioned by intennarriage, or even 

turn it into a gain. As with proselytism, s9 here, there will be angry 

opposition, mainly by the spokesmen for Orthodoxy. If the effort is 

even halfway successful, that will be a reasonable price to pay. 

4) Assimilation: Take care of. specific concerns and assimilation 
. :. ,,·::. .... 

will have been taken care of. 

5) Jewish education: Again, the Committee has done a fair amount 

of research and dissemination. We should continue. 

The question is whether we are serious about Jewish education or 

pay it lip service. There seems little doubt that intensive, prolonged 

Jewish education fosters strong Jewish attachments. Yet we do not advo

cate for Jewish education what we advocate for public education--that 
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the community as a whole should pay for it, not individual. families. 
I 

Quite possibly, the Jewish communjty's resources are not enough to pay 

for prolonged, intensive .Jewish education besides all the other things 

we rightly pay for--from Israel to family serices, to community relations. 

In a conflict between our church-st~te separationism and our professed 

support of Jewi sh education,wh ich will go to the wall?· . 

6) Jewish birth rate: The Jews are corrmitting_ demographic suicide. 

Since there can be no Jewish families in the future if no Jewish 

children are born now , it is remarkable that for our respondents family .. . 

rates first as an internal concern and birth rate last. Jews do not 

like to think about our birth deficit. -' If we admitted i t to conscious

ness we· mi ght feel obliged to do something about ·a. 

The Committee has done some conferencing· and· pub 1 i ca ti ori. Let us 

do mo're. .Ab'ove all, ·let us help the community to determine what rieeds to 

be done .. ~nd to consider ways of doing ft. Only as an example, there· is 

the question of the two-career (not quite the s·ame as two- job) family, 

mentioned above. What can the Jewi sh community do to help our women to 

have both ·a career and children? The question has hardly been considered. 

What can t he Committee do? If we were truly concerned, we would hold the 

Jewish birth rate in mind in considering everything else. We say we are 

interested in a national employment policy. Why not work for an employment 

policy that will encourage our women ambitious for a career to have 

children too? A law that would prohibit penalizing a mother ' s (or father's) 

dropping out of the work place for a while? 

* * * * * * * 
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Finally, for whatever it is worth~ two thirds of our national 

s·ample and a slightly higher proportion of NEC members expressing 

an opinion said they were optim~stic rather than pessimistic about 

the future of the American Jewish corrnnunity. 

December 4, 1978 



·--
From Telephone: 'NETHERTON' 

THE REV. DR. J . W. PARKES Footmell Magna 367 
STD 074-781-367 

IWERNE MINSTER 
BLANDFORD 

DORSET 
DTll SLX 

Dear 
~-

. . . ' . ·-; 
.;.,. :r ~, :i •• 

December, 1978. 

I am trying to put together a final statement of my 
convictions after nearly 50 years of work in this field and 
enclose a draft of the kind of thing I would like to say. . I 
r ealise it will need a good deal of polishing and, as a beginning, 
I am sending it out to between fifty and a hundred friends who are 
as varied as possible in their interests and approaches, to know 
whether they find it interesting. 

So I hope you will send me a comment of s ome kind on 
it, e i ther of approval or of criticism or, indeed, of condemnation, 
s o that I may end up with a document that is really worth while. 

With affectionate regards and best wishes. 

Yours ever, 
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A Comment on the Minutes of the Jerusalem Conference, June 1977! of the CCJP' of 

the wee. 
-----~~----:.--------------·-------------------- James Parkes, November 1977 -------

While the minutes .contain a great deal o'f sensitive and profound discussion 

of the nature of Judaism and its relations with Christianity, there seems to me an . -
.unfortunate ~bsence of any ~ound theological and metaphysic~ expression of the 

place of the two religions in the devel_opment of an evolving creation, and too much 

'soft soap' to avoid hurting Jewish sensibilities. Biblical quotations are no 

sUbstitute for modeni coherent ·theology; and it is time that we left in peace poor 

faul and his agonizing' over the unexpected puzzle that the Messiah had come, but 

brought with him no universal Jewish acceptance or even recognition. But, in any 

case, Judaism is NOT concerned witq 'salvation theology', but with thew~ of life 

of a total community in accordance· with the will of God. 

I . am convinced that if we begin from the basic relations between an 

intelligent and r esponsible Creator and this complex creation, the position of , 

Judaism will become obvious, and evidently equal in significance and permanence . . 
,.- with that of Christianity. But it is a quite different religion. Let me quote 

from an article which I wrote i n 1974 on. An F.conomic Trinitarianism -
1~The . triple b~is of human life on this planet i s fun~amental to rrry 

position. There are three inescapable duties -laid on men and women by . 

their mere presence here. 

They have ·to govern the world. 

Their pe~sonal fulfilment is indissolubly linked 

with· commitment to the wbrld. 

They have to explore, : understand, and use the 

world ' s resources. 

"If we consider ~ur present· situation, we have obviously failed to govern 

the world. After two world wai-s in my lifetime, we still live under the menace 

of a third, and still more disastrou~ , breakdown. We have so used the world's 

resources th~t little more than two centuries of industrialism and scientific 

tecW:ology t~reatens a still more disastrous collapse through the po~lution 

of earth, air and sea. BUT, when "the human tragedy produced by these two 

failures reaches a certain level of recognition, there is .an outflow of 

ambulance work, more intensive and ·more knowledgeaJ?.le than ever ·befol',"e. And 

all of it comes, directly or indir~ctly, from Chris~ian inspiration. 

"It seems to me not unreasonable to set this position alongside of the 

religious picture of o determinedly Christo-centric Gospel, which has. consis~ 

tently ignoretjthe realities of politics on 9ne side and economics and 

technology on the 'other. There are, of course, Christians. concerned with 

political, e~onomic, and scientific life; but I would maintain that there is 

no ·adequate theology to1 ~ide them. For the basic disciplines involved ore 
(. 

different~" Christi~ity rests on love: politics rest on justice and 
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righteousness; the ultimate snncti_on in the use of the world's resources is 
. . , I 

truth. Put in another way, politics rest on the understanding of the attain-

able; but neither love nor a democratic vote will tell me whether my 
. . . . 

industrial activity is, polluting the river beside rrry factory". 

,Now let u~ turn to the history of Judaism. The Bible shows "the· Jewish 

people struggling through stage after stage in the effort to fulfil their 

vocation - conquest~ then their own plus other gods, then their own alone, 

then religion not qoncerned with worship and sacrifice but with right living, 

then th.e ·glorious writ~ngs of the prophets_. The Christian tradition stops 

there and sees thenceforward only decline. But, in fact, the discovery of the 

right path for the religion of a whole natural community hegins with the exile 

and the r eturn under Ezra. 

"The splendid promises, denunciati ons and visions of the prophets had not 

chc:\n.ged the peopl e. With Ezra a different t echnique emer ges. He no longer 

promised that a time should come when all men should know the Lord: he started' 

· schools. He no longer denounced i dolatry, but he ensured that. in every Jewish 

local community there was synogogue worship - that blend of prayer, praise and 

teaching which is still the basis of worship in .all three m9notheisms. He 

did not promise that justice should flow down like rivers: he studies 'the 

technique of evidence. So one might go on. 

"What emerged, especi ally as I studied the post-Chri stian growth of 

rabbinic Judaism, was a different religion from Christianity, with a different 

discipline of living. And, unquestionably, it had been resp?nsible for the 

survival of the Jewish people, not , os Toynbee asserted, as a fossil, but as 

an extremely dynamic and adaptable community. 

"This challenged, indeed overthrew, my previous acceptance of a Christo

centric divine- human relationship. For I was ~fficiently concerned with 

politics to see that it is precisely this concreteness, this sense of the 

attainable, which was missing in the Christian approo.cli. So I was raunched 

on the path to a Trinity based on t he r elations of a Creator to his creation. 

For here was the religion out of which Christianity had grown, but -which 

.-- Christinnity hD.d clearly not superseded. Sinai was as permanent as Calvary in 

the divine activity within creation. What was the divinely intended relation 

between the two equals? 

. "I admit that I think of God working through three channels rather than 

using the "personae" of tradition. But my channels did not make m~ a 

Sabellian or a disciple of Joachim of Fiore • . For it seemed to me evident that 

all the ch:mnels 'must have been operative from the. beginni~. What was 

."successive" was that eoch came to its full flow at the appropriate moment for 
' 

hum~ unders.tanding and acceptance. The Sinaitic channel through which qod 

"- directed man as soc~al being - that .ho might govern 'the world - had been 

. ' 
.. 

~-.-
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' followed by more than a thousan~ · years of human activity, before, within the 

community of Sinai, the . second channel could come to its full flow, and Jesus 

of Nazareth was born, born to reveal man's co~mit~ent to his fellows in the 

single body of humanity." 

I am not concerned in this paper with the third , channel. I will just say 

that I believe it to be the channel concerned with truth, and to have reached its 
. '-- ----full flow at the Renaissance. But, as with Judaism and Christianity, it has its 

own }~wn. discipline. Moreover, like its two predecessors, it has its 

own· 'evangelism' , and its own missiona.rY activity. 

This brings me to another gap in the subjects of dialogue - the missionary 

activity of Judaism, which ·is every bit as persistent as that of Chr1;stinnity. But 

it is an activity coheren~ with the Judaism for the Jewish people. Wherever Jews 

have citizenship you will find them far more numerous than their proportion of the 

total population would l ead one to expect in every concern with social betterment 

and reform - in other words, concerned w~th the missionary task of bringing the 

Gentile world also one · step nearer the messianic age.-

Finally, while the subjects are occasionally mentioned, tQe two ce~trnl issues 

between Jews and Christians do not seem to ho.ve been subjects of dialogue. Th~y 

are: 

r a. 

· b. 

The nature of Pharisaism in the first century of the common era, 

and 

The actual events , personalities involved, and final responsibilities 

in the last week ending i n the crucifixion. . 

The CCJP will have achieved something of inestimable value when agreeme~t on these \ 

issues can be made the basis for a clear directive to the churches to accept their 

·statement as a definite and factual assessment for sermons and Christian literature• 

\ 

(I have actually in the past week read two books by· l eading Christians. Qne . 

states that the Pharisees crucified Jesus, and the other lays. the whole blame ·on 

'the religious leaders•.) 

I apologise sincerely for my presumption in thus criticising - indeed the 

right word might be 'condemning' - the work of so eminent a body of Christian 

theologians. But it would be no compliment to remain silent, when my deepest 

convictions and ~ost extensive experience - now e~tending over more than forty 

years - are both so heavily involved. I am naturally entirely at their disposal. 

if they want me to explain or justify any remark I have m·ade here , though I would 

either do it in writing, or ask them to come here, for my· travelling days are 

over. 




