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In his attached coltmm G,eorge Wills excellently describes some 

of the thinking now cut~ing across traditional, liberal and conservative 

thinking. You may find the quote fran Senator Hollings particularly 

useful in public discussions of social policy. 
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The South Carolina Hybrid 
GEORGE F. WILL 

T here is a statue in every stone and a 
presidential candidate in every sena­

tor. Fritz Hollings, Democratic senaror 
from Soutli Carolina for 16 years, has been 

·sprinting from state to state like a scalded 
c'at, a sign th;tt he will soon offer himself as a 
gift .to the n;ition. Tall, trim and ramrod 
erect, Hollings's temperament matches his 

· bearing. He speaks with remarkable assur­
ance and specificity. 

Usually a speech by a candidate strikes me 
the way a violin solo struck Bertie W()(\ster: 
"It w;.is loud in spots and less loud in other 
spots. and it had that quality which I have 
noticed in all violin solos, of seeming to lac;t 
much longer than it actually did." But Hol­
lings's speeches have snap, crackle and pop: 

"A veteran returning from Korea went 10 
college on the GI Bill; bought his house with 
an FHA loan; saw his kids born in a VA hos­
pital; started a business with an SBA Joan; 
got electricity from TV A and. later, water 
from an EPA project. His parentsrctiredtoa 

; farm on social security, got electricity from 
' REAandsoiltestingfrom USDA. When the 

an accent as soft as magnolias. He says the 
"immaturity,. of congressional politics­
the posturing litany of " I introduced . . . I 
supported" this and that-derives from the 
fact that so few ofits practitioners have ever 
had to follow through. Voting for, say, 
"model cities" is fun: building them is 
work. In his conversation an almost wistful 
phrase recurs: "When I was governor ... " 
He remembers that special power and 
knows the difference between it and what a 
senator has. The difference: is individual 
responsibility. 

Persons comfortable with the stale stc:re­
otypes ofliberalism and conservatism must 
find Hollings's politics a diS<.·onct.'rling hy­
brid. He is a defense hawk who oppo~ 

'The difference between 
Reagan and Hollings,' 
says Holli11gs,. 'is 
that Ronald Reagan 
hates go11ernme11t. ' 

\ father ~came ill , the family was saved fr<1m I 
, financial ruin by Medicare and a life was 
\ saved with a drug developed through NIH. 

His kids participated in the school-lunch ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
program, learned physics from teachers . SALT II and favors conscription bur op­
t rained in an NSF program and went poses MX. He says that just as FDR closed 
through college with guaranteed student the banks to save them and plow'ed under 
loans. He drove to work on the Interstate crops to save farms, a whiff of protection ism 
andmooredhisboatinachanneldredgcdby may be required to save free trade. Last 
Army engineers. When ftoods hit, he took 1 February, two days after the president told 
Amtrak to Washington to apply for disaster \ critics of his budget to .. put up or shut up,·• 
relief, and spent some time in the Smithso- Hollings put forward a three-year plan to 
nian museums. Then one day he wrote his cut the deficit by $187 billion, repeal index­
congressman an angry letter asking the gov- ing and the 1983 tax cut, freeze domestic 
emment to get off his back and complaining spending, including cost-of-living increases 
about paying taxes for all those programs l for most benefit programs (including social 
created for ungrateful people." ,--1 security) and hold defense to 3 percent real 

·-- Growing Up: This is a decade when growth. That is the straight-ahead style of 
Americans must do a lot of growing up, so the man who was the first Southern gover­
someone must ' talk to them just like that. nor to endorse John Kennedy in 1960. 
The government we have did not come .. The difference between Ronald Reagan 
about overnight, or by accident or conspir- and Fritz Hollings," says the latter. ".is that 
acy. Middle-class Americans who are the Ronald Reagan hates government." That is 
articulatecomplainersaboutitaretheprin- a bit strong, but he has a point. Today's 
cipal benefiters from it. They have no in ten- conservatives are better at praising values 
tion of dismantling it, so they had better than they are at seeing how to use govem­
pipe down and pay up. ment to nurture those values. Hence it 

Hollingshasspiritbutheisnotsuicidalso sometimes seems that the conservatives' 
he would not put it that plainly. He does only sincerely held value is hostility to gov­
have a gift for invective, but it is spoken with emment. And conservatives look like star-

92 

tlc:d innocents when they wake up to the fact 
that their corrosive an1igovernment rheio­
ric has made it hard to persuade the country 
to trust the government with an additional 
$1.6 trillion for defense. 

WJC: Hollings hates dumbness and thinks 
it is dumb-indicatively so-that the ad­
ministration has tried to slash a program 
that he loves the way a father loves his child. 
The program, which he designed. is called 
WIC and serves women, infants and chil­
dren in need of nutritional as.c;istance. 

He says the most important span in a 
chi.Id 's development is from conceplion to 
lhc: age: of 5. An adult's brain contains 13 
billion cells: 10 billion are created in 1he first 
five months of geslation. Brain growth 
sl1>ws :ll birth and by the age of 5 a child's 
brain has the weight of an adult's (three 
pounds). WIC gives supplemental foods. 
medical examinations and even prescrip­
tion feeding to low-income women who are 
pregnant, breast-feeding or postpartum, 
and to their infants and children. WIC cut 
infant mortality nearly in half on !.Orne Indi­
an rcscrvali1rns. A study .coiapuring 4.000 
births to women served by WIC and 4,000 
births to similar women not served showed 
only a third as much infant mortality 
among the WIC beneficiaries. A study 
found that every dollar spent on WIC pre­
natal services saves $3 in hospital costs 
because 1here are fewer low-birth-weight 
babies requiring extended hospitalization. 
Savings also accrue (lo Medicare, special 
education and disability programs) because 
low birth weight is associared with blind­
ness, deafness and retardat ion. 

Breaking the poverty cycle and enhanc· 
ing equality of opportunity require recog­

·nizing that by five many children have 
suffered irrc:parable diminishmenr of intcl· 
ligence and social competence. But "the . 
child is ours," Hollings says, and it is 
cheaper to feed the child than jail the man. 
Persons who do not understand that are not 
conservative, just dim. 

Whatever one labels Hollings's political 
hybrid (strong-government conscrvatis·m?, 
balanced-budget liberalism for hawks in 
the Truman-Kennedy tradition?), Hollings 
thinks it can grow in the social soil of the 
mid-'80s. His national recognition is still 
small, but as the poet Dryden noticed, 
mighty things from small beginning.<; grow. 

NEWSWEEK/ DECEMBER 20. 1982 
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ENERGY ALERT 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 
< 

· to 

from 

january 6, .1983 .. . 

Area Directors 

Phyllis Sherman~ 
subiect Kuwait Leasing of .U.S. Lands for Energy and Mineral Development 

We are pleased to tell you that, as a result of AJC actio.n, Secretary of the 
Interior Watt has just informed us that he has delayed issuing an order which 
would allow Kuwait to lease Federal lands for energy and mineral development 
under the Mineral Lands Leasing Act of 1920. The Secretary has agreed to 
meet with representatives of the Jewish colTiTlunity in the next week or so to 
further discuss the matter. While it is not clear at this time what the 
Secretary's final decision will be, this further opportuni.ty to affect 
policy is, of .course, most significant. The issue is described in more 
detafl in the attached Wall Street Journal article and in the excerpt from 
AJC's Petroimpact, November 1982. · 

Our objection to the policy is based on possible use by foreign powers of 
U.S. mineral-rich land for purposes which may not be in U.S. interest. A 
distinction can be drawn between Kuwaiti access to Federal lands and Canadian 
access, for example. Kuwait is an OPEC country and it has engaged in an oil 
embargo against the U.S. in the not-too-distant past. The case, however, can 
be made that the precedent of allowing~ foreign government 'to own U.S. land 
is a bad policy . Moreover, the interpretation of the 1920. minerals act by 
the Department of Interior can be questioned on the basis of lack of reciprocity. 
Kuwait does not allow foreign investment in its natural resources. 

In addition to our contacts with the Secretary of Interior, we have also been 
exploring legal avenues which may hold promise of overturning any decision 
to grant Kuwait access as a "State-Party" to Federal lands. We will have more 
infonnation for you on this in the very near future. In the meantime, I think 
you will be interested in the transcript of AJC's "Energy Today: Rad.io 
Commentary" dealing with this matter. 

Attachments (3) 

cc: Chapter Energy Chairpersons 
National Energy Committee 
Staff Advisory Committee 

83-900-7 
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February 1983 
No. 68 

"Foreign Leasing of U.S. Land" 
ENERGY TODAY: RADIO COMMENTARY 

Phyllis Sherman of The American Jewish Committee 

This is "Energy Today. 11 

The Reagan Administration has just announced plans to let Kuwait 

lease Federal lands for energy and mineral development. Critics of 

the policy point out that allowing Kuwait and other foreign countries 

to lease Federal lands is dangerous because the oil and mineral wealth 

of the U.S . . might be developed by these foreign countries to promote 

their policy and economic goals rather than those of the U.S. One 

can imagine a scenario in which OPEC countries, such as Kuwait, in 

times of weak worldwide oil prices might shut down oil production 

on U.S. lands that they lease to keep prices up. Once Kuwait is 

permitted to acquire Federal Je~ses, it is unlikely that other cash-rich 

~ideast oil producers would be denied similar access. Kuwait has been 

granted access to Federal mineral leases under a 1920 Mineral Lands 

Leasing Act which requires reciprocity, even though Kuwait has not 

agreed to change any of its laws restricting foreign investment in its 

natural resources. It seems to us that this is not reciprocity. It 

is simply giving the other side a dangerous advantage. 

This is Phyllis Sherman, Director of The American Jewish Committee's 

Energy Information Service. 



.. · Excerpted from: PETRO IMPACT, November 1982 published by The American Jewish Conmitt~~ · 

In a recent interview, the deputy chairman of the state-owned 
Kuwait Petroleum Co. (KPC), Abdul Razzak Mohammed 
Hussain, reported that Kuwait is now involved in the explora­
tion, refining, production and marketing of oil in the U.S., 
Great Britain, Oman, Morocco and China, as well as at home. 
Indeed, many observers agree that of all state-owned oil 
companies, Kuwait Petroleum's operations are most like 
those of the big American energy companies .. 13 

Through KPC and its American subsidiary, Santa Fe Inter­
national, Kuwait has begun to move into such "downstream 
operations" as refining, marketing and petrochemicals, and is 
also stepping up exploration and drilling for new oil and gas in 
the U.S. On August 18, Santa Fe International and the 
Standard Oil Co. of Indiana (Amoco) agreed to a joint venture 
to explore and drill for oil and gas on 265,000 net acres in 
Kansas, Louisiana, Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah 
and Wyoming. Amoco held the mineral rights on this land but 
had curtailed drilling as part of a projected cut in capital 
spending from $5.2 billion to $4. 7 billion. Santa Fe will fund 
half the financing cost of $175 million for the new venture. A 
Santa Fe spokesman said the deal was the largest commit­
ment by the company to date. 1• 

The Kuwaitis do not regard themselves a silent partner in 
Hoechst They have already informed Hoechst Chairman 
Rolf Sammet that they hope to combine their own oil capacity · 
with the company's chemical technology and international 
distribution network. (Hoechst spent $1.7 billion worldwide 
on petroleum raw materials in 1981. )24 Ku.wait also has sub­
stantial interests in other West German industries, including 
minority shares in the Daimler-Benz auto manufac:tUrirtg com­
pany, in the Metallgesellschaft metals company, and in 
Volkswagen do Brasil. zs 

/j Recently the U.S. Dept of the lnterio~ (001) r~pened th~ 
7question of Kuwait's status under the Mineral Lands Leasing . 
Act of 1920. A reciprocity provision in theAct(30U.S.C. 181) 
stipulates that "(c]itizens of another country, the laws, cus­
toms or regulations of which deny similar or like privileges to 
citizens or corporations of this country, shall not buy stock 
ownership, stock holding or stock control, own any interest in 
any lease acquired under the provisions of this Act." On July 
8, the Federal Register carried a call for comments by the DOI 
on whether Kuwait "denies similar or like privileges" - for. 
example, in its mineral resources- to U.S. citizen$. 26 

In an official response to this request, Rep. Benjamin S. 
Also, in August, Santa Fe paid $150 million forthe Andover Rosenthal (D.-N. Y.) called attention to a State Department 

Oil Co. of Tulsa, an active; privately-held 10-year-old firm airgram from the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait, dated October 15, 
drilling in Oklahoma and Texas, which is also part of a consor- 1980, declaring th~t "neither Ku~iti nor Am~can nationals 
tium conducting explorati<ms off the coast of Malta. Andover may o.wn . shares ~n the only rrunera.l e~tractmg com~ny 
controls reserves of roughly 16 million barrels of oil and 223 op~ratmg '~ ~uwa1t proper, the Kuwait Oil Com~ny. .. A 
billion cubic feet of gas. 1~ 'ruling on thlS ISSUe has not yet been made.• p 

In other developments, KPC is negotiating to buy Gulf Oil's 
West Eu(opean refining and distribution outlets, which handle 
marketing, storage and sales- a move that follows the 1980 
purchase of 1 million Gulf shares, at $44 each. by the Kuwait 
Investment Office (KIO), a government agency. 16 Gulf has 
refinery capacity of 360, 000 barrels a day in the Netherlands, 
Denmark, Switzerland, Italy, and Britain, in addition to 4,025 
retail units in Europe. Together these represent a net company 
investment of $375 million. 17 

The Kuwaitis have also awarded a large contract to Santa 
Fe's construction subsidiary, C. F. Braun & Co., to enlarge and 
modernize the Mina Abdulla Refinery, 30 miles south of 
Kuwait City. This modernization, at an estimated cost of $2 
billion, will enable Kuwait to process 300, 000 barrels a day of 
its own light crude.18 In addition, there are plans for a $1.3 
billion petrochemical complex at Shuaiba, just outside the 
refinery area. 19 

The importance to Kuwait of petrochemical products was 
again demonstrated by the confirmation last September, after 
months of speculation, that KPC had bought nearly 25 per-

. cent of the shares of Hoechst AG of West Germany,at a cost of 
$554 million.20 As of December 31, 1981, foreign investors 
held a total of 33 percent of Hoechst' s shares, an increase from 
19 percent over the previous three years. 21 

Until Du Pont absorbed Conoco, Hoechst was the largest 
chemical company in the world; it remains the leader in 
Europe, with sales of $13. 6 billion. 22 In addition, the sales of its 
American subsidiary, American Hoechst Co., with headquar­
ters in Somerville, N.J ., came to $1.6 billion in 1981.23 

2 

BECHTEL IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Bechtel, the giant California-based construction and engi­
neering corporation, ranks as the world's top international 
contractor, with total billings of $11.4 billion in 1981, $6.92 
billion of them abroad. The company also ranks first in 
ma"nagement of foreign projects. with contracts worth over 
$4.26 billion. Despite this prodigious success however, the 
company registered a 19 percent decline in overseas c9ntracts 
in 1981. 12 percent of its business originates in the Arab 
Middle East. 28 

Bechtel, which led the consortium that built the Hoover 
Dam in the 1930s, is still run by descendants of Warren 
Bechtel, who started out in railroad construction in 1898. The 
company takes considerable pains to avoid publicity, but the 
appointment of George P. Shultz. Bechtel's president, as 
Secretary of State brought the company briefly into the 
limelight Bechtel's earnings and international business ex­
panded sharply during Shultz' s eight years at the helm, and his 
ties to Arab leaders-some of whom he first met when he wa5 
Secretary of the Treasury in the Nixon administration -
raised some question about his imparti~lity when hlsappoi!'lt­
ment to the Reagan cabinet was first announced. aut the 
Secretary has had little trouble allaying these fears. 

Several other top Bechtel executives have also moved into 
government, including Secretary of Defense ·Caspar Wein­
berger, the company's general coilnsel under Shultz. Deputy 
Secretary of Energy W Kenneth Davis also worked for the 
company until 1981. · 
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U.S. Set to Lease Federal Lands to Kuwait 
To Spur Foreign Investment in Resources 

By ANDY PASZTOR for similar investments in the U.S. would be 
Stof.(I!eportcrof TH•: WALL~ JOU RNAL denied access. 

In a far-reaching move expected to spur "The decision is significant for Kuwait in 
foreign investment in U.S. natural re- the short run. but it's much more important 
sources. the Reagan administration is plan- in terms of a long-term precedent," said one 
ning to let Kuwait lease federal lands for en- administration official involved in the dis· 
ergy and mineral development. · cussions. "A number of other countries that 

The decision, expected to be announced have shied away from such investments are 
by Interior Secretary James Watt within a likely to take the plunge after this. " 
few weeks, removes a major source of fric· The decision is in line with the adminis· 
tion between American and Kuwaiti corpo· tration's free-market pllilosophy, and offi· 

I 
rate and government officials interested in cials at the White House and the Interior De· 
expanding business operations in the U.S. It partment argue that increased investment 
also establishes an important legal and dip· in the U.S. is likely to make Arab countries 
lomatic precedent that administration policy in the Middle East more friendly to U.S. in· 
makers assert will prompt other countries. terests. But there is strong pressure in Con· 
especially those in the Middle East. to step gress to punish countries that many law· 
up investment in developing coal, oil and makers contend discriminate against invest· 

j other resources located on federal lands. ment by U.S. companies or citizens in their 

I 
But the move is ljkely to anger some energy resources. 

members of Congress and other administra· Legislative Solution 
'tion critics who contend it opens the door to In the past year. for example, a number 
excessive foreign control of essential U.S. of House subcommittees held hear1ngs on 
resources. Allowing Kuwait and other ~ash· the issue involving Kuwait, Canada and sev­

, rich Arab countries to lease federal lands is 
dangerous, these critks contend, because eral other countries. And the effort to find a , 
the oil and mineral wealth could be devel· legislative solution is expected to continue 
pee! t h · f · r d next year. o o promote t etr ore1gn·po icy an As part of his dPcision. Secretary Watt 

economic goals rather than those of the and government attorneys determined that 
1u.s. . i·. 
, It isn't clear how much additional foreign Kuwait's domPstir mvestment po 1c1es con· 

th form with the requirements of the 1920 Min· 
investment e decision will generate in the eral Leasing Act. " It wasn't a really diffi· 
short run. But some administration officials 
estimate it could amount to billions of do!· cult legal call ... said another administration 
Jars in the next few years if Kuwait and official. "But it 's politically tough to give 
other countries follow through with their ammunition to critics who argue that Arab 
current plans. investors are going to get a stranglehold on 

oil reserves in tht> U.S." 
Stlll Under Review Kuwait's oil company acquired Santa Fe 

Some details of Mr. Watt's policy deci· · International last year in a controversial 
sion are still under review by the White S2.5 billion tender offer. It also has reached 
House. administration trade officials and agreements to finance AZL Resources Inc. 
some other government agencies. Neverthe· in a SlOO million U.S. oil-exploration pro­
less. it is clear that the Interior r.hief has de- gram, and to buy a refinery from Honolulu· 
cided to declare Kuwait and its government· based Pacific Resources Inc. in a separate 
owned Kuwait Petroleum Corp. eligible for $185 million transaction. Iri addition. Kuwaiti 
federal leases. And the Interior Department officials have told administration policy 

. is expected to begin processing large num· makers they are interested in obtaining fed· 
bers of pending lease applications filed by era! coal leases and possibly investing in 

1 Kuwaiti investors, including Santa Fe Inter- other companies that have major interests 
!national Corp., Kuwait Petroleum Corp.'s in developing federal lands. 
U.S. unit. Mr. Watt's decision follows a policy pat· 

The decision caps more than a year of tern and a general legal framework that 
I high-level diplomatic discussions and inter· granted full access to federal mineral leases 
. nal administration debates over whether to to Canada, Cyprus and Sweden in the past 
·bar Kuwaiti investors from access to federal year. The Canadian issue was especially 
mineral rights. Santa Fe and the Kuwaiti controversial because many U.S. lawmakers 
government have been urging the adminis· and corporations urged retaliatory action 
tration to give them full access to federal \lgairist Canadian energy policies intended to 
lands. but pending applications were held up favor Canadian companies. 
until a final policy decision was made. Like the other countries, Kuwait hasn't 

Once the administration permits Kuwait agreed to change any of its laws restricting 
to acquire new federal leases. it is unlikely foreign investment in natural resources as a 
that other Middle East oil producers looking result of the U.S. decision. 



Or. Charles H. Kremer 
Committee to bring Nazi 
War Criminals to Justice 
135 West 106th Street 
New York, ~.Y. 10025 
U.S .A. 

Dear Dr. Kremer, 

I have your letter of December 14, 1983. 

January 8, 1983 . 

Prime Mini ster Shamir left the decision on Trifa in the hands 
of the Attorney General. I spoke to him again. He still maintains 
that there is not enough evidence to obtain a conviction of Trifa 
and even less to secure an adequate punishment. 

I am afraid that in the circumstances I can do no more. Did you 
try to get Chief Rabbi Rosen to support you ? 

I spoke to one of the witnesses whom you had mentioned Dr . Ko'T I K · 
He shares Mr. Shamir's views. 

Sincerely yours, 

C:A8US1 YAD YASHEM, P.O.B. 3477 i·n JIRUSALIM, 91034 ,Q,.,IJ,,' TEL. SlUOl. ')D .DWI,, :C'in:lD 



; OJC THE AMERICAN JE.WISH COMMIITTE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York, N. Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded In 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency In the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved huma'1 relatioM for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, D/1ector of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE •. • . • 

IRVING, TEXAS, JAN. 14 . • . Jewish seminary students from New York, Cincinnati , and 

Philadelphia rubbed shoulders with future Baptist and Methodist preachers and Catholic 

priests from Texas in an unprecedented dialogue between ·young Jewish and Christian 

seminarians this week. 

The occasion was the "Seminarians ' Conference on Jewish-Christian Relations" 

sponsored by the Council of Southwestern Theological Schools (COSTS)~ an association 

of Protestant and Catholic seminaries, and the American Je•ish Committee. · I~ was held 

this week at Holy Trinity Seminary of the University of Dallas. 

"We have really broken new ground here, " said Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, A.JC' s 

National Director of Interreligious Affairs , who is no stranger to Jewish-Christian 

dialogues, having pioneered such gatherings since the early 19SO's . 

"This is the first time that seminarians · from Roman Catholic, mainline Protestant, 

F.vangelical , pentecostal, and Jewish communities have come together for dialogue ," said 

Rabbi Tanenbaum. 

The presence of the young people brought a fresh~ess not usually found in past 

dialogues, Rabbi Tanenbaum said . 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the meeting ' ssuccess was even more significant because it 

was held in an area where Evangelical Christians dominate the religious scene and where 

Jewish congregations are few. 

"This is probably the most difficult region in America to begin this sort of 

conference," he said. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum also said that the success of the conference meant it would be 

used as a model for future conferences of Jewish and Christian seminaries . 

"We are going to plan over the next 18 mont hs to replicate this conference in the 

six ~egions of the United States -- in New England , the mid-Atlantic, the Southeast, the 

mid-~est, the Northwest, and southern California. 

"We have clusters of seminaries in all of those areas, and this is a whole new 

disci plined way of laying the foundations for the next generation of Christian and Jewish 

leadership," he said. 

- more -

Maynard I. WisMer. Presidenr: Howard I Froedman. Chairman. Board of Governors. Theodore Ellenoli. Chairman. Nai1onal f1ecu11ve Council: Rober! l. Pelz. Chairman, Board of Truslees. 

Donald Feldstein, E1ecu1lve Vice Presiden1 

n Dlfice. 2027 Massachusetts Ave . NW. Washington. 0 C. 20036 • Europe hq 4 Rue de 11 Boenlaisance. 75008 Pans. France • Israel hq: 9 Eth1op1a St.. Jerusalem. 95149. lsiael 

South America hq . {temporary olfrce) 165 E 56 SL New York, NV 10022 • Mexico-Central America hq Av E1ewto N1e1on11 533. Mexico 5. OJ 
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"These kids ten years from now will be running the churches and synagogues 

of America and also the seminaries . They will fill prominent pulpits and will help 

form the consciences of thousands and thousands of their constituents." 

In addition to spawning other conferences, the meeting prompted the Christian 

seminary representatives to call a follow-up meeting as a first step in devising new 

curricula on Jewish-Christian relations in the Texas seminaries . 

The conference was an important "unlearning" experience for the seminarians , 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said. 

"Most of the Jewish seminarians had never talked to Christian seminarians 

before," said Rabbi Tanenbaum. 

The same could be said of most Christian seminarians in rexas, who never had 

any meaningful conversations with Jews. At workshops and in rap sessions, students 

candidly told of their family backgrounds, shared their deepest religious experiences, 

and asked questions about each others beliefs. 

Carol Schneider , a student at Brite Divinity School , told the group she had 

come from an extremely conservative religious background and had been so criticized for 

entering a seminary that she had begun to doubt her Christian faith. 

"I found out in this conference just how Christian I am - - how my presuppositions 

about Christianity shaped me , " she said. 

"But," she added , "I also have found out how Jewish I am." 
I 

Keynote speaker Dr. Paul Van Buren, author and Professor of Religion at Temple 

University, also challenged the Christian community to rediscover how Jewish it really was. 

"Being nice to Jews is not the point ," he said. 

Dr. Van Buren said that Christians, through seminary teaching and other teaching, 

needed to become aware of an "amazing reversal" that had occured since Vatican II. 

"Both Protestants and Catholics , " he said , "have scrapped the old teaching that 

God has ended his covenant with the Jewish people and made a new covenant with Christians. 

Now the main body of Christians believe that God ' s covenant with the Jews is still in 

effect and will endure forever." 

"If we mean it when we acknowledge that the covenant between God and the Jewish 

people endures," continued Dr. Van Buren. "then we cannot simply add that on to our theology , 

and we cannot simply add a course in Judaica to our seminary curricula." 

Dr. Van Buren said the reversal in thinking was one of the most fundamental changes 

in the Christian faith since the first century . 

Christian seminaries need to make major curriculum changes to catch up with the 

new view of the Church, he said. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said Jewish-Christian relat-ions had "progressed more in the last 

20 years than they have in all the years before that." 

He said Jews, too, had much to be gained in recognizing that the things that united 

the two faith groups were far greater than those that separated them. 

"It is not a matter of being nice to Christians," Rabbi Tanenbaum said, echoing the 

earlier statement of Dr. Van Buren. 

"They share the bible, the vision of one God who reveals his moral will in the 

Ten Commandments, they share a concern for social responsibilities to help one's fellow man." 

On the final day students were asked to "testify" about their experiences during 

the conference. 

- more -
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Craig ~aynes of Perkins School of Theology in Dallas said he would continue to 

explore the common points of C11ristianity and Judaism. 

"I knov it's not only important, but it is right," he said. Sam Weintraub, a 

student at Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, said he had never heard about the 

kind of Chr istians he met at t he conference -- those who showed love and respect for 

the Jewish faith. 

"The only Christi~ns I had heard of were ones who had made it so hard on the 

J.ews," sai d Mr . Weintraub . 

Nancy Ellett, a student at Southwestern. Baptist Theological Seminary i n Fort 

W:orth, admitted she came from a background of religious prejudice. Jews had often heed 

considered only as objects for conversion, she said . 

"We (Bapti sts) have not always been sure that Catholi cs are Christians ," she 

said. 

Like other seminarians, Ms . El l ett said she had fel t "a deep spiritual communit y" 

in meeting with the Jewish seminarians , and had vowed t o help open the eyes of Baptists to 

the importance of good Jewi sh-Christian rela tions . 

"To a major i t y of Southern Bapt ists thi s (Jewish-Chri stian relations) is a 

non-issue," she said . 

Dayle Rabinowitz, a rabbini ca l student a t Hebrew Union College i n Cincinnati; . 

said she had found the conferenc e to be "an int ensive spiritual moment in my life . " 

"I didn't expect that," she said , adding : "l. t inspired me-, and I also felt 

challenged in having t o explain myself and my religious t r aditions to o thers. " Ms . 

Rabinowitz was impressed by t he Christian s t udents ' sense of responsi bility to correct 

past prejudices agai nst the Jewish fai t h . 

"Now I , as a J ew, f eel responsible to learn of t he Christian faith, " she said . 

"As long as my religi on was rejected , l coul d i gnor e Christianity but now I find I mus·t 

find a place for your tradition - - not as e r roneous but as an authentic expression of 

religious faith." 

Although t he confer ence was marked by warmt h and good humor, disagreements 

occurt:l!d. Sometimes feelings were hurt and lively a r guments devel oped . 

One of t~e l i velie s t occured i n a workshop when two young r eligious leaders , 

Rabbi Michael Goldberg of Dallas and Prof . William Longworth of Brite Divinity School, 

clashed. 

Rabbi Goldber g , who is a friend of Professor Longworth's , took the position that 

Judaism would prevail -- that i t ultimatel y would be t he vehi cle through which God would 

save all men, including Christians. 

" I realize that offends many of you here,." said Rabbi Goldberg, "but I just 

don't think it helps a whole lot to sit around and jolly one another." Professor Longworth 

said both Jews and Christians have a right to live ou t their distinctive faith and should 

"watch out for imperialist clai ms." 

"In the long run, salvation is God ' s business and how salvation comes about is 

not for me t o say ," remarked Dr. Longwor t h . 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the view expressed by Rabbi Goldberg "is a very speci alized 

point of view - - a kind of Jewish triumphal ism which to me is just as unacceptable as 

Christian triumphalism. " 

- mor e -
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Questions asked during the conference indicated how unfamiliar seminarians 

were with each other's faith. 

During one of the workshops a professor from Southwestern Baptist Theological 

Seminary, Dr . Cecil Roper, was using professor ial language to explain varieties of worship 

i n Baptist churches. 

"But what do you do , " asked a Jewish seminar ian, "after you march into the 

church?" 

Dr. Roper explained what happened in a Baptist church on Sunday morning, and 

said t he or der of prayer and praise came from Jewish t r adition. 

The climax of t he conference came as participants -- preacbers , rabbis , 

professor s , and students - - joined hands in a cir cle with each one offering a prayer 

or thought as they passed ar ound a clay pot . 

Rabbi James Rudin, AJC' s Assis tant Dir ector of I nterreligious Affairs , noted 

that the pot had twin vases , e xtendi ng from a single base . 

" It reminds us of our common roots ," he said. 

"The t win vases a r e empty:' he sai d , and he then prayed t hat 've will put into it 

t he flowers and l eaves of our fait h, and f i l l this vessel." 

One young woman burst into tear s as she t ook the pot and was not ~ble to express 

her t houghts in words . 

"Thank you for your tears," the man next t o her said . 

The three-day meeting was planned by a committee of COSTS faculty members , 

headed by Dr. Harold Attridge of Perkins Theological Seminary, and was coordinated for 

AJC by Milton Tobian of Dallas , Director of the AJC Southwest region, and Judy Banki, 

AJC's Assistant Director of In t erreligious Affairs . 

The conference was assisted by a grant f r om the Nathan Appleman Institute for the 

Advancement of Chr istian- Jewish understanding. 

Conference participants included students and faculty members from COSTS seminar ies, 

including Perki-ns School of Theol ogy at Southern Methodist University , Brite Divinity School 

at Texas Chr ist ian Uni versity, Sout hwes t er n Baptist Theologi cal Seminary, Holy Trinity 

Seminary , and Austin Pr esbyterian Theological Seminary ; students f rom major rabbinical 

seminaries, and leading theologians , educator s, and intergroup-relat ions specialists from 

all part s of t he count ry . 

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human 

relations organization, It combats bigotry , protects the civil and religious rights of 

Jews at home and ab-road and seeks improved human relat·ions for all people everywhere. 
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January .14, 1983 

f;oreign Affairs Corrmission Steering Committee 

Jµta E. Hauser, Chairperson 
~oreign Affairs Corrmission 

With the minutes of our last Steering Camnittee, you will find 
enclosed a .brief report from our Paris Office on the situation 
in Tunisia following the disturbances that occurred there a few 
months ago~ Also, Sergio Nudelstejer of our Mexico City Office 
has written a memo about disturbing manifestations of anti­
Semitism i.ri Guadalajara. 

Three issues of our Press Highlights will give you some added 
insight into the situation in Israel. 

1he next m~eting of the Foreign Affairs Corrmission Steering Com~ 
mi ttee wiU take place on Monda_L__March Zlst..1 from 10: 00 a.m. 
lasting through lunch, in the Proskauer Room at The Institute of 
Human Relations. We will have a most interesting agenda and I 
look forw~~d to seeing you. 

REH/es 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 
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SUBJECT: 

European Office · 4, rue de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris · Tel. 522-9243 and 387-3839 

Foreign Aff~irs · Department 

Nives E. Fox 

TinHSIA 

NIVES E. FOX, European Representative 

Decanber 16, 1982 

1hings have calmed down in 'l\.m.i sia, and the Jewish populati on was again 
reassured by President Bourguiba, who met wit h Chi ef Rabbi Franji Uzan 
recently. 

1his time, however , the fri ght and insecurity were stronger than ever 
before, and conti nue to hover in spit"e of the calmer cl imate . 

Most of t he Jews in· t he two towns of Bengardene and Zarzis have moved to 
Djerba. 1hey find this preferable to Tunis because it i s much closer 
and this makes i t possible for the family heads to travel back and forth 
to their businesses which t hey are keeping open. 

1his time, too, school registrations of Jewish children diminished by 
twice as ITD..lch as usual, 10% instead of the customary 5% a year; and there 
are now some 550 children left . It is calculated that about 300 Jews 
left the cotmtry during the past year , also a higher rat e compared to 
the usual 200 per annum, especiall y when seen against a steadily diminish­
ing population. 

Jews in 'l\.m.isia are not speaking of mass or hurri ed departure . More than 
ever before t he feeling i s conveyed that this is seriously considered 
in future plans~ however . 

1he total Jewish population now is estimated at ·something less than 4,500, 
which includes a literal 'head count' in Djerba of 879. 
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SUBJECT: 

December 17, 1982 

Abraham S. Karli kow 

Sergio Nudelstejer 

Visit with the Jewish Corronunity of Guadalajara 

1he leaders of the Jewish conununity of Guadalajara are 
seeking the advice and assistance of the American Jewish Committee 
regarding problems facing their conununity. 

1he second largest city in Mexico , Guadalajara has become 
the center of extreme right-wing groups which distribute anti-Semitic 
propaganda f requently. One of the journals distributed, called Replica, 
is issued by the Federacion Anticomunista Mexicana (Mexican Anticommunist 
Federation) , a fascist, anti-Jewish group in contact with similar organ­
izations worldwide. 

In the past few months, the Guadalajara Jewish community' 
has suffered two serious attacks. 1he first was a bomb placed near the 
synagogue , which, fortunately , was discovered and deactivated in time. 
'J1ie second was an attack on the Jewish cemetery , in which a munber of 
tombstones were destroyed. 

The Jewish conununity of Guadalajara numbers 220 families 
who support a synagogue, a sports center, and a Jewish school, with 
kindergarten, grammar and high school levels. I spent two days in Guad­
alajara and l earned that the cornmi.inity feels isolated from other Jewish 
communities . 

.I proposed that a consultative process be established be­
tween the Central Jew1sh Committee (the leading body of Mexican Jewry, 
located in Mexico City), and representatives f rom Jewish corranunities in 
the provinces, and the American Jewish Committee . Regular meetings 
would be held between these parties , and each gathering would be held 
in a different city with a Jewish community. Such meetings would re­
duce the sense ~f isolation which provincial Jewish communities like 
Guadalajara feel . 

Mr. Bernardo Weitzner , President of the Central Jewish Com­
mittee, has accepted my proposal regarding meetings with the Jewish 
communities of· Mexico . The first of these will likely occur in January 
or February in Mexico City. 
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In Guadalajara, I met also with a group of women active in 
the corrununity who are concerned about national issues, and especially 
about the future of the Jewish school and education of Jewish youth. 
It was decided to hold a seminar on problems of Jewish identity and 
continuity in a time of crisis. I will address this gathering. 

I will keep you informed of developments in this matter 
and would appreciate your comments . 

SN/es 

82-550-48 

........ .. . ·· 
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WASHINGTON OPPOSES INCREASED AID TO ISRAEL 

(Press StmUTlary - December 6, 1982) 

Although it is t oo early to assess the final extent of U.S. aid to Israel, many 
Israelis were pleasantly surpr ised to find that their country still has in­
fluential friends in Washington . This, at least, is how many Israelis certainly 
felt when the infonnation reached Israel that t he U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Committee had voted to increase American aid to this country . Of course, the im­
mediate opposition of the U.S . Administrat ion to any increase is indicative of the 
difficult time awaiting Israel now that its policies are being challenged by the 
so-called "Reagan initiative" that is also defined as the U.S. President's peace 
plan. 

The optimistic news from Washington came as the dust had hardly settled in Israel 
over the Max Frankel articies in The New York Times which had set off a volley 
of accusations and i ncriminations relat ed to charges that the opµosition Labor 
Aligrunent had proposed to the U.S. Admtnistration to limit aid to Israel in order 
to topple the Begin government. 

One of the results of the "Frankel affair" is that the Labor Party is becoming an 
outspoken advocate of i ncreased U.S. aid to Israel, and that is why the decision 
of the Senate Appropriations Corranittee was met with both relief and satisfactio~ 
by almost all the political parties in Israel. However, the Administration's own 
stance against more aid to Israel, in the present Middle East situation, resulted 
in a sharp attack by Israel ' s Foreign Minis t er Yitzhak Shamir, who has accused the 
U.S . government of reneging on its promise not to use financial aid to Israel as 
a means of imposing .American policies in the Middle East. This promise is said 
to go back as far as the time when the Administration narrowly succeeded in over­
coming the opposition of Israel's friends in the Senate to the sale of AWACs to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The uncomfortable situation of the Labor Party in this cur.rent spate of differences 
that Israel has with the U.S. has not limited Davar from expressing a pessimistic 
observation, in its editorial,regarding Israel's chances of eventually receiving 
the increased sums proposed by the Senate Committee. In fact, the opposition news ­
paper suggests that not only can Israel not depend on receiving any increase in 
aid, but it must now realize that the aid she does receive "is in spite of her 
policies and not a result of ~er policies." 



- 2 -

In the opinion of Davar, "the ground has been set for a cut in aid. Also the 
political framework for such a worsening of America's relations with Israel has 
already been drafted: Israel's continuing impediment of the peace process, wide­
spread settlement activities, and certainly the far-reaching step of annexing the 
West Bank, would possibly lead to the implementation of the threat (brought upon 
Israel by the Begin government)" to ~ut the purse strings. 

·. 

On the other hand, Haggai Eshed (Davar) accuses the Americans of upsetting the bal­
ance of power in the Middle East, damaging the chances of peace ·in the region and 
increasing the danger of another war by the end of the decade. In an article 
entitled "Reagan against Reagan," Eshed suggests that "America's right hand is 
working against its own left hand,'.' and that ''Uncle Sam is beating up on Uncle Sam." 
His chief point is that U.S. policy in the Middle East is no longer following the 
policies set by Henry Kissinger during the Nixon"Administration. As an example, 
Eshed notes that the .Americans have been trying diplomacy wi~hout success to get 
the Syrians and remaining PLO to withdraw from Lebanon . He recalls that the U.S. 
did manage to move the Syrians and the terrorists out of Beirut, when the tactic 
was to employ the threat of Israeli military intervention. ''Now, the Israeli 
threat no longer exists -- and it cannot be convincingly waved. The Israeli m.ili­
tary arm has been curbed and shackled by the Americans, and even Israel's own 
motivation to use its military prowess : has been weakened and exhausted." 

In Kissinger's days, Eshed notes, the .Americans knew how to use Israel's military 
threat to get the Egyptians to accept U.S. diplomatic intervention during the 
Egyptian-Israeli War of Attrition in the early seventies, despite Egypt's rela­
tions with the Soviet ~ion. Eshed warns that the Reagan Administration is making 
the same mistake that President Eisenhower and Secretary of State Dulles made in 
the aftermath of the 1956 Sinai Campaign, when the U.S. forced Israel's with­
drawal from the Sinai peninsula and rewarded the Soviet Union with the fruits of 
that war. · 

Eshed also sees a similar danger in the Reagan peace plan, because he believes 
that it leads to a weakening of Israel's military·capability, while at the same 
time .increasing Egypt ' s capacity for war . Eventually , Eshed claims, the Arab 
states, including Saudi Arabia, will have the potential and desire to wage _ war 
on Israel-. 

"It is not conceivable that the Americans are consciously and purposely attempting 
to upset the balance of power against Israel or that they want to deprive .Israel 
of the narrow strip of warning and impediment that the territories of Judea and 
Samaria provide against the option to attack that the Arabs will possess at the 
end of the eighties," he writes. 

Eshed's conclusion is that "the Americans do not consciously want this to happen 
but they are doing it." 

Moshe Zak (Ma'ariv) is also concerned by the aid that American is providing Israel's 
enemies. In an article entitled "IX:>llars and Israel's security," he cormnents on 
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the Pentagon's ·latest proposal to provide Saudi Arabia with military ·hardware 
totaling more than $1.2 billion. 

Zak recalls that when the Reagan Administration asked the Congress to approve ·the 
sale of PJ'YACs and other sophisticated systens to Saudi Arabia, that proposal was 
nar:rowly approved in a Senate vote, and only after the. Adminis.tration had pro­
mised Israel's friends on Capitol Hill "to compensate Israel and vouch for her 
security." 

Eventually, Israel was promised $q00 million to pay for the cost of. supplying 
Israel's request for fighter jets, and .that $600 million soon became a loan in 
the amount of $300 million per year for two years. Israel's friends in the Senate, 
led by Senator Alan Cranston, initiated a proposal that would turn the $300 
million loan into a grant , and at the same time suggested that Israel also receive 
an additional $125 million in economic aid, because otherwise the amount Israel 
begins to repay the U.S. in 1983 on account of debts incurred during the 1973 Yorn 
Kippur War will be more than the total amount of economic aid Israel would receive 
in the 1983 fiscal year. Zak notes that Senator Cranston's proposal was adopted 
by the Senate's Foreign Relations Corranittee ten days before the Lebanese-Israeli 
war began. 

Zak criticizes the Administration for the way it has s i nce reacted to the recent 
decision of the Senate Appropriations Corronittee which, in fact, has only implemented 
Senator Cranston ' s proposal. Zak claims that the U.S. government has capitulated 
to Arab pressures and arguments which suggest that .American aid to Israel en­
courages Israel's militancy and settlement policies. "That is why the Administra­
tion is trying to shake off all suspicion of support for Israel and its actions 
in Lebanon, and that is why it has declared that 'increasing aid to Israel will 
make it harder to reach a quick settlement in Lebanon and will interfere with 
U.S. efforts to bring other Arab factors into the peace process in the region.'" 

Zak accuses Washington of reneging on its promise to support and strengthen Israel 
militarily, and he argues that American military aid to Israel was meant to com­
pensate for the loss of "strategic depth" when Israel agreed to withdraw from 
Sinai as part of the Camp David agreements. 

"The economic and military aid given today to Israel ," Zak writes, "even under the 
improved conditions proposed by the Senate, should not be seen as constituting 
approval of Israel's policies in Lebanon ... (but) rather part of a wider agreement 
that brought about peace between Israel and Egypt." The .American defensive aid, 
he adds, "granted Israel that sense of security that made it possible for her 
to forfeit the expanses of Sinai, and return them to Egypt." 

Natan Braun (Yediot Acharonot) takes the U.S. Administration to task for its re­
action to the decision by the Senate corronittee to increase aid to Israel. In a 
sarcastic article entitled "Who Gives, Who Receives?" he wonders why U.S. Admini ­
stration officials "are losing sleep" over a recorrnnendation by the Senate corrnnittee 
to increase aid to Israel. · 
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''When the Administration -in Washington is angry," he writes, "it does not hesitate 
to act brutally. Threats are sounded. Warnings are spread.... In short, the pro­
blems of Afghanistan, Africa, South :America, ·and the changes in the Soviet Union 
are forgotten. Everything is forgotten, and now all efforts are concentrated on 
dealing with the most serious and burning issue of all: the possibility that Israel, 
both strange and a bit mad, has again shuffled the cards so that it is just pos­
sible that it will yet get more aid from the U;S. this year . . . " 

The anxiety being demonstrated by the U.S. reminds Braun of the little girl in kin­
dergarten whose mother explains to her that the little boy who is constantly beat­
ing her up really likes her very much, but that this is his way of expressing his 
fondness. 

# # # # 

Davar is affiliated with the Histadrut and the Labor Party. 

Ma'ariv & Yediot Acharonot are independent, but traditional ly ·Likud-oriented. 
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ZIONISM, ISRAEL AND THE DIASPORA 

.(Press Summary, December 13, 1982) 

Like the proverbial mailman who keeps his rounds, the 30th 
World Zionist Congress opened i n Jerusalem as scheduled, 
despite legal problems, a forecast of crippling snow and 
a 48-hour strike in Israel's public sector. · · 

. More than a thousand delegates and guests from nearly 
40 countries have gathered in Jerusalem's civic center, 
Binyanei Ha'ooma, for a 10-day program of discussions 
and debates during which time the next Zionist Executive 
is to be chosen and decisions taken regarding the future 
of the Zionist movement. 

Mostly due to a well - orchestrated program of public re­
lations, most I?raelis are aware that a World Zionist 
Congress has convened in Jerusalem, but few understand 
the ·issues or the relevance of such an international con­
ference. The Israe li press has been following the Con­
gress program closely and nearly every daily newspaper 
has introduced a "Congress column ." These provide a feel­
ing of expectation , while behind the headlines are the 
pages' commentary , criticism, doubt and the like. 

Shmuel Shnitzer (Ma ' ariv), in an article entitled "Sabbath 
Zionism," comments on Di aspora Jewry ' s role in the cur­
rent Congress. "There i s no doubt," he writes, "that 
these good Jews have a true and deep l ove fo r Zion." The 
problem, however, is that though "they are Zionist, both 
in heart and soul , . .. attend all local Zionist functions , 
eat at all the dinners for visiting Israel.i dignitaries 
and react with anger to every anti-Semitic manifestation 
in the press , they do not intend to leave their places. 
Their hearts are in the East while their homes, business­
es and occupations are in the West." 

These are the Jews whom Shnitzer labels "Sabbath Zionists" 
in the same sense as "Sunday drivers." His view of them 
"the rest of the week" suggests that they "cannot be . 
differentiated from the other good Jews in their commun­
ities who have never belonged to any Zionist organization 
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but who ·love to bask in the warmth of Israel" and con­
tribute to the UJA. 

Shnitzer believes that both the Zionists and the so-called 
non-Zionist Jews who support Israel "are in love with their 
diaspora and are in no rush . to leave it. The diaspora 
is their legal spouse, while Zion is to them" what ·•. 
Shnitzer prefers to leave to our imagination. 

The editor of Ma'ariv places the blame upon the Zionist 
movement and the World Zionist Organization because they 
make no demands of either the Zionists or the non-Zionists. 
"The Zionist establishment," he notes, suits such Jews 
because it "doesn't ... . demand that ... they immigrate 
someday to Israel. It does not expect that they introduce 
any change in their lives. It does not demand that they 
suffer for Zion's sake." This is the Zionism that Shnit­
zer calls" "Sabbath Zionism," and he predicts that without 
the brand of Zionism that once inspired Jewish revolution, 
"Sabbath Zionism .. . will not move mountains ... will not 
change facts . It wi ll not create something from nothing. 
At the most , it can keep itself alive just a little bit 
more; to conduct talk festivals, hand clapping . .. that 
takes the place of a true movement for Jews who view the 
diaspora as an overnight and temporary refuge on their way 
to a permanent home." 

The columnist who identified himself only as Pulas (Ha'aretz) 
refers to the sessions on anti-Semitism, that are scheduled 
to take up a day and a half of the deliberations at the 
World Zionist Congress. "The delegates of the Congress come 
from the diaspora and it is only natural that they share 
these worries. But they must ask themselves what should be 
their response as Zionists to revelations of anti - Semitism 
in the countries where they live." 

Pulas quotes the late Dr. LeQ Pinsker, the Zionist leader, 
who described anti-Semitism as an inherent psychosis that 
cannot be cured, and claims that this is the definition adopt­
ed 'by the Zionist movement in Western Europe. "It may be 
said," Pulas writes, "that middle and western European Zion­
ists differed from other Jews in that they did not believe 
in the success of a struggle against anti-Semitism. They 
believed that the Jewish people has to seek its renewal as 
a sovereign and independent · factor in their historical home­
land. Dr. Theodore Herzl also believed that the hatred of 
the Jew would vanish as a result of Jewish emigration or on 
account of assimilation . In any event, classical Zionism 
viewed anti-Semitism as the result of Jews being a minority 
among the majority of nations, and saw the manifestation of 
anti-Semitism as some sort of unavoidable situation ... " 
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The writer concludes that the World Zionist Congress should 
leave the subject of anti-Semitism "to those Jews who con­
tinue to believe that there is a purpose in waging war on 
anti-Semitism .... It is better to leave it to the Anti­
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith. Organized Zionism can­
not and should not be part of this. If it attempts this, 
it will only spread itself thin and will be pulled into ,, 
an ideological perspective that does not ~atch the Zion­
ist view of the problem ... " 

Pulas calls on the Zionists to leave the struggle against 
anti-Zionism to others and warns against encouraging an 
armed st ruggle against anti - Semites. He urges such Jews 
to consider that "the Israeli army stands ready to ab­
sorb them and that Israel has a ' Law of Return. 111 

Moshe Ishon , the editor of Hatzofeh, writes about "Zionism 
without Zion" and maintains that the 30th World Zionist 
Congress lacks vision . He contends that since the estab­
lishment of the sovereign State of Israel in 1948, Zionism 
is no longer what it was meant to be . "Many. definitions, 
often strange, have been attached to Zionism. Some see it 
as the trademark of Jewish identification with the Jewish 
state . Others thin.k of it as the Appeals conducted on be­
half . of Israel . Ver.y few among the worldwide leadership 
of the Zionist movement still believe that Zionism will 
never be replac~d and will continue to exist" as the nation­
al renaissance movement of the Jewish people. 

Ishon examines the content of the 30th World Zionist Congress 
and conclude s that those who attended the opening festive 
night dedicated to the theme of one hundred years of Jewish 
settlement in Eretz Israel did not come away with a Zionist 
message. "This Congress,like many previous Congresses, " 
Ishon wri tes, "has tried to place the blame for Zionist weak­
ness on the Zionis t parties," that constitute the World Zion-

. ist Organization . In his opening night address, Zionist 
Executive Chairman Arye Dulz in called for an opening of 
the ranks to organizations outside of the Zionist movement, 
as was done for the three major synagogue trends, the Reform, 
Conservative and Orthodox . But Ishon warns that this would 
weaken the structure of the Zionist movement and turn it 
into some sort of a "landsmanschaft" and a union of assorted 
organizations, rather than a body that demands personal commitment. 

The editor of Hatzofeh concludes that the World Zionist Organ­
ization has failed on two counts: it has replaced vision 
with dollars and forsaken entirely the effort to bring the 
Jewish people to live in Israel . 
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Tali Zelinger (Davar), in an article entitled "Who is a 
Zionist?", interv i ews the Zionist historian, Professot 
Anita Shapira, whose recent fame results from her widely­
read book Berl,describing the life work of Berl Katznelson, 
the famour Labor Zionist leader. 

Prof . Shapira describes her own impression of the current 
W.o:rld Zionist Congress and concludes that the Zionist move­
ment has become but a shadowy vestige of its former glory 
when it was possible for someone like "Ben-Gurion to move 
naturally from the Executive of the Jewish Agency to 
the prime ministership of the State of Israel." Such 
power, Shap ira states, no longer exists . in the WZO. 
"All that remains are poor remnants and a continuation of 
the power play of those remnants ... Actually, the Zionist 
Congress since the establishment of the State is only 
a ritual . .. " 

On the other hand, Shap ira responds positively to the 
question of the relevance of Zionism itself since the estab­
lishment of Israel. Professor Shapira feels ·that there 
are various reasons for this, including the fact that 
the 'ingather ing of exiles' is not complete, nor has Is­
rael · achieved total security . But on the specific question 
"Who is a Zionist?", Shapirs says that a Zionist was once 
the pers on who chose the Zionist alternative as the only 
solution to the "Jewish problem . " "Today, there is no 
'Jewish problem,' rather there is a problem of 'Je~ish 
identity ' and that",Shapira contends, "is an issue that 
was never a Zionist one." · Prof. Shapira is prepared, how­
ever, to define Israeli Zionism and she says that her 
"maximum definition" of an Israeli Zionist is "one who 
is willing to give up something material or comfort in 
order to absorb another Jew in Israel." 

Davar is affiliated with the Histadrut and the Labor Party. 

Ma'ariv is independent, but traditionally Likud-oriented. 

Ha'aretz is an independent liberal newspsper. 

Hatzofeh is published by the National Religious Party. 
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SHARON'S BREAKTHROUGH IN ISRAELI-LEBANESE NEGOTIATIONS* 

(Press Summary, December 21, 1982) 

Israel's costly military preparations· for a cold winter in 
Lebanon have left little doubt that the negotiations for 
the withdrawal of all foreign forces from t hat country 
could at tak~ at least until spring to thaw. 

While press. reports told of Syr i an soldiers who had frozen 
to death in their poor l y equipped positions opposite Is­
raeli lines in Lebanon, the 1srae l Defen se Force (IDF) 
was engaged in the cons t ruction of heated bunkers to pro­
teGt Israeli so l diers from the win ter environment . 

At the same time, the U. S. Administration had dispatched 
both Philip Habib a·nd Morris Draper on repeated missions 
to the region without achieving much in terms of a nego­
tiated wit hdrawal of either Syria or Israel f rom Lebanon. 
Blame for their fai l ure has been placed on Israel. Ac­
cordingly, Israeli demands were such that the Lebanese had 
no choice but to reject them. 

Now, Israel's Defense Minister Ariel Sharon, following his 
return from the U. S. , has c l aimed that he successfully 
negotiated the terms of "normal ization" wit h the Lebanese, 
including open borders and trade agreements. 

By the week's end, Middle East analysts and the press were 
still attempting to digest the unexpected developments 
claimed by Mr. Sharon . In a front page story , Ha'aretz 
hastened to report that there had been rejo i cing in the 
Sharon camp, since the developments were certain to restore 
Mr. Sharon is waning popularity . 

The newspaper's unnamed political correspondent wrote that 
"the breakthrough that is reported to have been achieved 
by Defense Minister Ariel Sharon has caused rejoicing and 
relief among his (Sharon's) close associates. The feel ­
ing in ·the Sharon camp had been that the Americans had been 

*Ed. Note : This was written before the start of Lebanese-Israeli­
American negotiations. 



- 2 -

The Ha'aretz correspondent added that Mr . Sharon's success 
was an "indirect response to the flagrant insult and af­
front that was· done him by the Americans when none of the 
Administration ' s leadership in Washington found it appro­
priate to meet him during his recent visit to the U. S." 

Some details of Mr ~ Sharon's success in Beirut were provided 
in anothe r item by Yehuda Litani, Ha'ar~~~'s political cor­
respondent. Litani quoted sources that claimed that Mr. 
Sharon had made co.nsiderable. headway in his negotiations 
with people close to Lebanese President Amin Gemayel. These 
sources stated that "the Lebanese had agreed to most of Is­
rael's proposals regarding normalization and security arrange­
ments in southern Lebanon." 

Litani also noted that "the Americans had known that Israel 
has been conducting direct negotiations with the Lebanese ... 
but did not estimate that Israel had achieved any results." 

A Ha'aretz correspondent for Arab Affairs, who was not named, 
added that Mr. Sharon's recent visit to Beirut created a 
sense of optimism in the Lebanese capitol. Lebanese sources 
were quoted as citing a message from Syria 's President Hafez ­
el-Asad to Lebanese President Gemayel that indicated Syria ' s 
readiness to "comply with any Lebanese request that ... would 
aid in restoring Lebanese sovereignty to al l parts of the 
country. " 

The same sources indicated that the Americans had no role in 
the lates t developments and that is why Sharon's announce­
ment came as "a surprise to Ambassador Habib, when informed 
by the Defense Minister . .. in Jerusalem." 

A weekend interview with Ariel Sharon, conducted by 
Dov Goldstein (Ma 'ariv), revealed some of the Defense Min-
1stet's op1n1ons of Israel's current involvement in Lebanon 
and the success of his negotiations there. Mr . Sharon said 
that "we are very close to the beginning of direct nego­
tiations between the governments of Israel and Lebanon, in 
order to reach a political and security arrangement that 
will guarantee, in the first stage, nqrrnalization in the 
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relationshipsbetween both states, such as open borders, 
free trade, tourism, etc." 

Mr. Sharon claimed that "these ... exist already ... with­
out formal agreements." He described the understanding 
reached with the Lebanese, including· "an end to the state 
of war" and "foreign Arab armies will be prevented from 
any presence in Lebanon so that there will be no renewal 
of the danger of Syrian occupation under whose patronage 
the terrorist organizations established and emplaced 
themselves." · 

The Defense Minister also · said that ·"armies of such states 
that do not recognize Israel will not be placed i n Lebanon. 
There will be total prevention of the establ i shment or 
presence, either political or military, of terrorist organ­
izations in any part of Lebanon . . .. Agree~ents will be 
made regarding the detailed spec i fics of the security 
strip ·that Israel requires on its northern border --- that 
strip will cover an area of 45 to SO kilometers from the 
(Israeli) border." 

Mr. Sharon made it clear that all of the arrangements he 
described will "take place in the first stage (and) are · 
without a doubt the first step to~ards a more distant fu­
ture when conditions wil l have ripened to include a peace 
treaty." 

In response to a question by Goldstein regarding the nature 
of Mr. Sharon's optimism, the Defense Minister said that 
"since the outbreak of the (Lebanese) war . . . Israel has 
been maintaining talks on two leve l s -- one that includes 
the participation of the Americans, and the other on the 
direct level, between Israel and Lebanon. " 

Direct negotiations wi th Lebanon , Sharon said, are being 
conducted by himself "on behalf of the Government of Is­
rael ... and in full cooperation with Prime Minister Begin 
and Foreign Minister Shamir. These negotiations ... have 
led to a situation· where we can now move to the ~ore ad­
vanced stage that guarantees the poiitical achievements 
of Israel ... " 

Yosef Harif, the veteran Ma'ariv journalist whose weekend 
column always provides inside informaiton from officials 
close to the I.sraeli government, wrote that Defense Minister 
Sharon's successful negotiations . with the Lebanese caught 
Philip Habib off guard when the latter met last week with 
Prime Minister Begin in an attempt to get negotiations 
underway with the Lebanese. 

Mr. Harif provided some significant information on the na­
ture of the agreements with Lebanon that have been nego-
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tiated by Sharon. The highlights include an Israeli-Leban­
ese understanding to ignore certain difficulties by avoid­
ing their direct mention. 

Harif referred to those areas of disagreement where Israel 
has decided not to demand that the Lebanese "decl.are their 
neutrality" in the Arab-Israel conflict or to acknowledge 
that the agree~ents constitute a de facto peace treaty. 

"At some point," according to Harif, "Amin Gemayel was 
convinced that he had to reach an agreement with the Is­
~aelis ihat wou ld lead to the departure of their forces 
from Lebanon as a neces~ary step in obtaining the de­
parture of the Syrian and Palestinian forces. Amin knew 
the necessary price that he must pay Israel ... 'a 'politica1-
security ' agreement that is not formal peace, but also 
is not a return to the 1949 Armistice agreements." 

Harif noted that it was Israel · that offered President 
Gemayel an "honorable and practical way out" by suggest­
ing that Lebanon agree to the end of the state of war 
with Israel, rather than sign a formal peace treaty. . 
"Whoever adopts the end of a state of war," Har if' explained, 
"Has no · reason to avoid such arrangements as those that 
can express the actual change, i. e., normalization, 
open borders and useful cooperation betwen both states." 

·on the other hand, Ar~l Ginai (Yed iot Acharonot) gave 
a view of the current s1tuat1on from the Lebanese side, 
indicating that the Lebanese had asked that they not be 
pressured , although many of them accept Isra~l's position. 

Ginai quoted Lebanese sources who said that "the Christian 
population of Lebanon, led by the Maronites, want peace 
with Israe l. At the same time, the Lebanese Moslems also 
want to live in peace with the Israelis." 

The problem, as Ginai explained it, is that neither the 
Christians nor the Moslems are prepared to act counter to 
Arab nationalism after more than thirty years of practic­
ing hatred towards Israel. Yet, the Moslems do not want 
to give the Syrians . an excuse to remain in Lebanon, while 
the Christians do not want to be accused of betraying their 
Mo~lem neighbors. 

The Lebanese themselves, Ginai added, have suggested the 
tactic that Israel must follow in order to achieve that 
which both countries really want. The Lebanese have recom­
mended that "Israel's military presence in Lebanon be 
extended and that no bilateral withdrawal be accomplished." 
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The Lebanese believe that Israel's presence at a distance 
of thirty kilometers from Damascus, and on the Beirut­
Damascus axis, serves as a trump card in the negotiations 
with Syria. In fact, the Lebanese do not want Israel 
to withdraw before the Syrians do, according to Ginai. 

Ginal has also explained that the Lebanese have a history 
of doubletalk in their negotiations with -0ther countries 
as a result of years of foreign domination. They have 
asked that Israel understand thei~ position and avoid 
taking literally the occasional lip-service that the Leb­
anese must pay to various Arab factors at the expense of 
Israel's friendship. After all , they maintain, both 
Israel and Leb anon want the same thing -- the withdrawal 
of all foreign forces and an end to Lebanon' s involvement 
in . the Arab-Israel conflict . 

Ha'aretz is an independent liberal newspaper . 

Ma'ariv is independent, but traditionally Likud-oriented. 

Yediot Acharonot is independent, but tradit ionally Likud­
oriented. 
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Al Moses called on George Gruen and thanked him and 
his associate for the fine work done on the tonsultation. 

George Gruen reviewed the recent academic consulta­
tion on u~ S. policy and the Middle East peace ~recess 
sponsore~ by AJC. The participants inGluded Israeli and 
American Jewish academic experts on the Middle East and 
AJC lay leade.rship. The . discussion, which covered a broad 
range of issues, was a lively one. Some of the· key points 
raised having obvious implications for AJC policy, were_. 
1. the situation in Lebanon is very complicated, and it will 
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take longer than ant icipated to work out an agreement on 
troop withdrawal, the restoration of a strong central govern­
ment and the establishment of a security zone in the south. 
A long-term American involvement is likely, especially . 
since Pres . Amin Gemayel is pushing for expansion of the 
Multinational Force, which includes a contingent of U. S. 
Marines. (2) The possibility of a Syrian-Israel i dea l 
seemed likely up to the end of August because of . Israel i 
military pressure. Now thi s no longer exists because of 
U. S. pressure on Israel . Syria has a "wait and see" at ­
titude; it is getting new Soviet weaponry , and is likely 
to veto any PLO -Jordanian attempt t o join in Pres . Reagan's 
September 1 initiative. (3) There is a question about the 
U. S. commitment to working out a solution. to the Lebanon 
problem, and also about the U. S. position toward the West 
Bank. As one of the consultation participants, Prof. 
Ra'anan, pointed out, there are several different U. S . 
positions reflecting input by different people and the ab ­
sence of a cohesive foreign policy team . . (4) Jordan' s 
position is also unclear; King Hussein is moving closer t o 
Arafat in order to get his acceptance to enter the negotia­
tions. But most of the participants in the consultation 
felt it was unlikely that Hussein would s tick his neck out 
complete l y . (5) The PLO is phys ically divided now as well 
as ideologically and is in a much weaker position . (6) The 
U. S. has emerged in a stronger position vis-a-vis the USSR, 
but must play its cards well. (7) I srael nees better pub­
lic relations, and should try to appear f lexible. 

There were t wo recommendations for AJC policy; (1) 
that we should continue to stress the importance of an 
eventual peace treat y between Lebanon and Israe l , and 
(2) that we should urge the Administration to pus h Jordan 
into agreeing to negotiate. 

Norman Al exander asked whether there were any indica­
tions of eros ion of support for Israel among the academics. 
Dr . Gruen responded that one or two of the academics ex­
pressed some apprehension about the morality of some of 
Israel's actions . 

George Szabad asked whether there was any AJC posit ion 
worked out in anticipat ion of developments in the region. 
Maynard Wishner replied that by the nature of the organiza­
tion we haven ' t debated what to do if Hussein suddenly an­
nounces he~l l join the talks. But , if he were to "do a 
Sadat '', AJC would then call for a pause in Israeli settle­
ment activity t if that would help to further the negotia~ 
tions. And , of course, AJC is on r ecord with· a position 
on U. N. resolution 242, favoring territorial compromise 
which could be the basis of a new position when events 
warrant one. 

, 
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Howard Friedman expressed concern about what he felt 
was a process by the U. S . to "anoint the PLO" ii:t order to 
get Jordan into the talks, and suggested that AJC crit­
icize this action. Al Moses felt, however, that we should 
wait until after Hussein's visit to Washingtdn . 

II. Special Report on Emigration -by Leonard Seidenman, 
E~ecutive Vice President, HIAS 

Mr. Seidenman first dealt with the issue of Soviet 
Jewish emigra~ion, pointing out that 1982 has seen a rad­
ical drop in the pumber of Jews allowed to leave the Soviet 
Union. In 1982 to date (covering 11 months) 2,500 Jews 
have left; by contrast , in 1978, the number was about 
29,000~ in 1979 it was 51,000; in 1980 it was 21,000 and 
in 1981 it was 9,500. The issue of Jewish emigration is 
being treated by the Soviets as a tool of internal and 
external policy~ There is evidence that Jews in dif­
ferent parts of the USSR get different treatment; for 
example, mail from abroad containing the letters of in­
vitation from Israel is either undelivered or opened be­
fore delivery; if the latter, copies are then given to 
the individual's employer, with the result that harass­
ment begins sometimes even before the individual him-
self knows about the lette~, let alone applies to emi­
grate. Another new problem is the fact that the Soviets 
are being very. tough on the verifica~ion of relationship; 
they are demanding to see the birth certificates of the 
indi~idu~l in the USSR as well as that of the person 
sending the inyitation. This creates -problems because 
in some-cases the invitations are not mailed; also very 
often the .person in Israel has to get his birth certif~ 
icate from the Soviet Union (since he didn't need one 
in years past in order to e·migrate) . Further, since 
family reunification is the basis for emigration, the 
Soviet authorities are insisting that all members of 
the individual's family leave with him-.~Previously, 
many older family members remained in. the Soviet Union 
because of their pensions. This new ruling means that 
fewer people leave because they can't get all the people 
in the family to agree to emigrate, and there are more 
aged refugees for the .agencies in the U.S. to _ deal with. 

Soviet Jews are not alone, of courser in encounter-
ing barriers to emigration and harrassment; ethnic Germans 
and Armenians · are similarly restricted, but Jews are the 
most visible of those that face problems. According to the · 
State Department., among the cond~tions in the USSR lead-
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ing to emigration is "repression of Jewish activists ... 
paralell ing that of dissenters." (quoted ·from· the JTA, 
Dec. 7). Mr. Seidenman also mentioned that one contin- · 
ues to hear that the issue of Soviet Jewish emigration 
depends on the state of U. S.-Soviet relations. 

Turning to Iran, Mr. Seidenman first mentioned that 
because of the m~ny restrictions on emigrating, families 
are leaving the country clandestinely and making their 
way to various contries in Europe from which they apply 
for visas to the U. S . Until recently, Spain didn't 
require an entry visa , but t h is is no longer the case, 
as was learned when a group of Iranians , among them 
eight Jews, tried to enter Spain from Denmark. Recent­
ly another group went t o Lisbon (Portugal · is the only 
remaining European country that does not require en try 
visas ) -- HIAS will be fol l owing their progress . Re 
the u. · S., a new regul ation woul d extend refugee status 
to Iranians as of Januar y 1, but t his is proving to be 
a problem and may be r esponsible for many not being able 
to reach the U. S. Under this ruling, Iranians (not 
specifically Jews) are part of the general refugee quota 
for the Near East and South Asia of 16,000, of which 
2,000 are reserved for I r anians . Now Jews will have 
to compete with other minority groups for the refugee 
numbers. 

On Syria, ·Mr . Seidenman .mentioned confidentialiy 
that in 1982, on the initiative of the State Department, 
Syria has been al l owing more of the single Jewish women 
to come to the U. S. in smal l numbers. They enter as 
visitors (in the past, when Syrian Jews came as visitors 
and didn ' t return to Syria their families suffered), 
post the necessary cash bond and buy return tickets -­
but don't return . There is an understanding about this 
and there are no repercussions on the family. To date 
about SO women have come here . One potential problem 
is that though there is an unwritten law that they were 
not to go to Israe l , some have gone, and if this becomes 
known, there would be problems. 

Mr . Seidenman also mentioned that the current U. S . 
view can be characterized as "internationalization of the 
refugee problem", meaning that the U. S. has taken in 
more than its share of refugees and other countries must 
now do their share. This view has begun to affect c~r­
tain Jewish refugees in Eurbpe -- they're in countries 
from which they have no fear of being deported, but they 
have permission to work (often the prerequisite to asylum) 
while waiting to be processed - - and U .. S . officials are 
telling these people that family reunification is a two-
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way street and perhaps the relative in the U. S. should 
go to join the one in Europe and not the other way around. 
In response to a question about Poles, Mr. Seidenman 
mentioned that they are considered economic refugees· while 
Soviet Jews are considered political refugees, since they 
are stateless (having renounced Soviet ·citizen.ship in 
order to emigrate). 

J~cob Kovadloff shared the good news that nine more 
Cuban Jews had been allowed to leave, resulting i~ a total 
for the past year and a half of 90. · Some 600 Jews still 
rema:ln- in Cuba, but not all wish to leave. - Kovadloff 
estimated t~~t by npw about 40% of those wishing to leave 
have left. 

III. Iran Update 

'Lois Gottesman of the FAD staff briefly reviewed 
the latest developments in Iran. This past year there 
was one · execution of an Irania·n Jew (bringing the total 
since the .revolution to eleveri) on charges of currency 
violations. Serious though this is, one must remember 
that in the past year many thousands of Iranian Muslims 
have been executed by the regime. · · 

Jewish ·schools are ' open and functioning normally; 
though there have been rumors to the effect that all 
Jewish children must wear yellow armbands or uniforms 
and that some Jewish schools have been closed. These 
have turned out to be false. Rather, all schoolchildren 
in Iran _ mu~t now wear uniforms, with the _various recog­
nized minoriti~s wearing uniforms of different colors; 
and as for the schools, due to declining e~rollment 
(no exact figures are _avaliable yet) and surplus capac­
ity, the community has decided to offer td the govern­
ment the use of two schools that are no lo~ger needed. 
There has also been some consolidation of the Jewish 
schools with the relaxation of the rule requiring child­
ren to enroll ih. schools in their own ' neighborhoods; 
this had resulted in many Muslim children enrolling in 
Jewish schools and. vice versa. Now parents may enroll 
their children in the school of their choice regardless 
of loca:t ion. 

T'b .sum up, the Iranian Jewish community is holding 
its own for the short term. 
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IV. Ro~~ni~ Education Tax 
. . 
Al Moses reported on the new education tax on emi­

grants · which the Government of Romania announced last 
November 1. The directive requires all .emigrants to pay 
$2,500 for every year of hlgh school and college educa­
tion . The Chief Rabbi of Romania, Moses Rosen, has 
stated that Jews going to Israel would not have to pay 
the tax because they are considered in a separate cate­
gory under "family reunion" and "repatriation . " However, 
those who were allowed to leave Romania without paying 
the tax had been processed prior to the enactment of the 
new law. We have yet to determine whether those who are 
currently being processed will, in fact, be charged the 
tax . 

Mr. Moses also pointed out t hat not onl y Jews wish 
to leave . In fact , the Jewish emigrants are a minority. 
Most of those who wish to l eave are Germans and Baptists . 
The Jewish community in the United States wi l l . be con­
fronted with a sensitive problem if we are approached 
by the Baptists , for example , to assist them in a cam­
paign against the new education tax. For if we public­
ly join them, it may harm the chances of Jews in Romania 
to leave. 

Mr. Moses reported that another new development was 
causing grave problems and that is that once the applicant 
receives permission to emigr ate, he must give up ~is 
citizenship and is considered a foreigner. Consequently, 
all of his expenses -- airline tickets, freight, 
customs .fees, etc. -- must b~ paid in dollars . Since 
it is illegal for anyone to have dollars in Romania, 
the applicant is p l ace 9. i n a " Cat ch-22 " position . 

In g~neral, however, during the past several years, 
Jews who wish to leave Romania for Israel have, despite 
some delay , been given permission to leave . 

. 
V. Brussels III 

David Geller reported briefly on the deteriorating 
situation of Jews in the USSR . He urged members of the 
Steering Committee who had not already done so to consider 
joining the AJC delegation which would .be participating 
in the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry 
in Jerusalem March 14 through 17. Members who decide 
to participate should contact him as soon as possible. 
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VI. United Nations 

~idney Liskofsky reported· on '. a gathering of · leading 
experts on the UN to dis~uss the attempt to delegitimize · 
Israel in the UN and other · international forums. He 
indicated that consideration was being given to initiat­
ing a major study, under neutral and prestigious instit­
utional auspices, of the PLO's harmful impact on the 
credibility and effectiveness of fh~ ·UN system. The 
study would deal among other topi¢s with the steady. ex­
clusion O·f Jews· from positions in I the UN Secretariat. 

Submitted by David Geller 
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January 1~ , 1983 

His Eminence 
Jean-Marie Cardinal Lusti ger 

.8 Rue de la Vielle- L'Eveque 
75834 Paris, France 

MY dear Cardinal Lustiger, 

In behalf qf the American Jewish .Committee-.and·for myself personall¥ 
·I wish to extend our heartiest congratulations on your recent elec­
tion as the Cardinal Archbishop of Paris. This is a richly deserved 
tribute and we join your many frienqs in extending to you our heart-
felt· "Mazal Tov" on this ~reat honor. · 

I recall with much warmth · our meetiog ·in Heppenheim, Germany. Your 
address at that· time on the cultural, literary, and religious sources 
of ant;.:semitism made a very deep impression ·on me • . It was a memorable 

.moment. 

May ·1 take the liberty of"this writin.9 to call~ to your attention a 
problem which has been put before me by two Polish-Jewish parents, 
the· Leon Erlichsters, who are now residfog in New York. · Th~ .- det'a i ls 

· of their problem are described in ·t~e ~nclosed letter from a rabbi, . 
· Abraham Fe ff er. · · 

MY purpose in writing to you ft to bring the details of thi s great 
human ·problem to your attention and to solicit hopefully your .per­

. ·sonal ·intervention. The Erl ichsters are not: interested in seeking 
.to wean their son away from Catholicism. They are both in their 
70 years of age now, and as parents have a natural human desire to 
want to es tab 1 i sh some human contact with their son before they die,. · 

It occurred to me that if you could raise the question wi th Cardinal 
Glemp while you are in Rome for the Consi story of Cardinals in early 
Febru~ry, a would be a very great 11 mitzvah 11 

• 

~YNARD I. WISH>IER. President • • DONALD FELDSTEIN. Executive Viu-4'resident 
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His Eminence 
Jean-Marie Cardinal Lustiger 

Page Two 
January 18, 1983 

I would be grateful if you could receive the Erlichsters at an aud­
ience in Paris before you leave for Rome. They are willing to come 
at any time that it is convenient for you to see them. 

With warmest personal good wishes and IT\Y prayers for God's richest 
blessings over yo~, I a~, 

MHT:RPR 

Enclosures 

cc: Donald Feldstein / 
Zachariah Shuster 
Abraham Karlikow 
Nives Fox 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 

, lnterreligio~s Affairs 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

JB:ln 

Jan. 24, 1983 

Marc Tahenbatim 

Judith Banki 

Jewish. Theology Arid The HOlocalist 

You have suggested that we consider. the substance of Zach's memo 
to you on ·.the es!?ays, · recently published. in Gennany, ~for an item 
in the · !Jitetteligious ·Newsletter·. 

I agree that a story about the newly published voltmle would make 
an interesting inclusion. · However~ I need some more information 
before making a story out of thiS. · First~ Za~cmo doesn't 
specify whether these essays. were \.iri.tten in Gennan by German­
Jewish thin}cers, or whether they are translate rom other lan­
guages and have aiready been· published' ·elsewhere. 

Second, it would be helpfUl to mention the Lauthors whose works 
afe included (at least some of them) and.~to give .some idea of the 
range of their theological reflections on the Holocaust. Obviously, 
not every point of ,view can be summariz¢, but sqme· idea of the 
substance would be important, as well. as a brief excerpt from the 
·corrnnents of the two editors. 

cc: .Zach Schuster 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

January 25, 1983 

Members of the human rights community 

Bill Goodfellow, Center for International Policy 
Jo Marie Griesgraber, Washington Office on Latin America 

The fate of the Human Rights Subcommittee of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee 

In December we learned that Congressman Don Bonker, who has chaired the 
Human -Rights and International Organizations subcommittee· sinc·e 1978, was 
planning to leave the subcommittee to assume the chair of the Economic Policy 
and Trade subcommi~tee, which has been chaired by Jonathan Bingham, who 
retired at the end of the 97tb Congress. Committee chairman Clement Zablocki 
and chief-of- staff ·· Jack Brady were known to favor dissolving the subcommittee 
and returnitig_the~ human.-rights . function to the regional subcommittees-. ·-· 

On November 11, about a dozen Washington-based human rights activists met 
to map out a strategy to save .the subcommittee. We decided that church, 
business, labor, academic and NGO leaders should send letters advocating the 
preservation of the subcommittee to chairman Zablocki and to other Democrats 
of the full coDI1D.ittee. However, we realized that internal committee dynamics 
would ultimately determine the subcommittee's fate. 

It was also necessary to find someo~e who wanted to chair the 
subcommittee, for without a committee member to lead the fight from within, no 
amount of NGO pressure could save the subcommittee. 

Not one but three candidates have t~ssed · th.eir,_ hats into the ting. 
Moreover, beyond , ch~irman Zablocki- and chief-of-staff Brady, only one other 
comm.ittee member seemed to favor abolishing the subcommittee. Tbe eight 
freshman members of the committee, who will · also vote on who will be the human 
rights chair, are all considered quite progressive and likely to oppose any 
attempt to dismantle the subcommittee. 

At this point we feel confident in saying the Human Rights subcommittee 
will not be abolished. 

Yet to be determined is . who will chair the subcommittee. The three 
announced candidtaes are: 

Gus Yatron, Democrat from Pennsylvania's 6th district (Reading and 
surrounding communities). Yatron was first elected in 1968, is considered a 
moderate, and from 1978 to 1980 chaired the Inter-American Affairs 
subcommittee . In 1980 he lost his chairmanship to Michael Barnes. By 
Yatron's own admission, he "made a lot of mistakes." He has pledged that if 
he is chosen chair of the Human Rights subcommittee he will have a strong 
professional staff and an open-door policy, will hold hearings even on issues 
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where he has opposing views, arid will meet regularly with NGO representatives. 
His votes during the 97th c.ongress earned him a 62 percent rating from the 
Human Rights PAC. 

George Crockett, Democrat from Michigan's 12th district (mid-city 
Detroit). Judge Crockett has ~een in the vanguard of the_civil rights 
struggle, and· is ·considered a modern-day folk hero in Detroit. He was elected 
in 1980 and began his . term a week later to fill the v~cancy caused by Charles 
Diggs's resignation. Judge Crockett is as progressive as any member of 
Congress, and certainly would be · an outspoken proponent of a strong human 
rights policy;-·- His votes- duri~g ·the · 97th· Congress earned--him a 100 percent · - ·· · 
rating from the Human Rights PAC. 

Sam Gejdenson, Democrat from Connecticut's 2nd district (eastern third of 
the state). Gejdenson, like Crockett, was e l ected in 1980, but because of 
Crockett's three-month head start, Gejdenson has less seniority on the 
committee. Gejdenson is the only one of the three contender s who has served 
on the Human Rights subcommittee. He is young, energetic and an outspoken 
critic of Reagan's foreign policy. His votei during the 97th Congress earned 
him a 100 percent rating from the Human Rights PAC. 

All Democratic members of . the full · committee, including fre shmen,·· are 
eligible to vote on· candidates for subcommittee chairs. Votes are by secret 
ballot, an4 votes are taken in order of seniority • . Therefore the full 
committee will first vote .on Yatron's candidacy . If he is unable to muster 
the necessary major ity of Democrats, then a vote will be taken on Crockett's 
candidacy. If he too is denied a majority, the committee finally will vote on 
Gejdenson. 

At this point Yatron, by virtue of his seniority , seems to be the 
frontrunner. Gejdenson has made a strong bid for the chairmanship, and could 
score an upset, especially if Crockett were to withdraw. Crockett, because of 
his position on the Middle East, is opposed by some members of the committee 
and :is problably the least likely of• the three to become the subcommittee~s 
next chair. 

The House returns today, but the vote on the subcommittee chair will come 
the next week, most likely on February 1. 

Washington- based human rights groups have been involved in a series of 
meetings this month, out of which has come a statement, in outline form, 
detailing what we see as the role of the Human Rights subcommittee during the 
98th Congress. The statement has been sent to each member of the full 
committee. 

The human rights community as a whole is not endorsing any one of the 
three candidates, although individuals and organizations have their 
preferences, which they are encouraged to make known to committee members. 
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Democrat.ic Member s of the House Foreign Affairs Commi t tee 

Cl ement J. Zablocki, Wi s ., chairman 
Dante Fascell, Fla. 
Lee Hamilton, Ind. 
Gus Yatron, Pa. ---
Stephen Solarz, N. Y. 
Don Bonker, Wash._-- ·--_ 
Gerry Studds, Mass. 
Andy Ireland, Fla. 
Daniel Mica, Fla. 
Michael Barnes, Md . 
Howard Wolpe, Mich . 
Tom Lantos, Calif. 
George Crockett, Mich. 
Sam Gejdenson, Conn. 
Mervyn Dymally, Calif . 

Freshman Members 

Howard Berman, Ca lif. 
·Mell Levine, Calif • 
. Laurence J. Smith~ Fla. 
Harry Reid, Nev • . 
Robert Torricelli, N.J. 
Edward Feighan, Ohio. 
Peter Kostmayer, Pa. 
Robert Garcia, N.Y. 



----?·-:·...:...:.1-------·--- ··--··-·· .. ··-.... \r-·-1\· .-··· . 
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. · THE·:· AMERICAN JEWISH · COMMITTEE 

date : ~anuary 25, 

to · . Abe Karlikdw 

from Adam Sinuns 

subject Inmligration "Investors" Preference 

At our interdepartmental meeting on· January 18, you suggested that we· 
detennine the status of the "investors" preference· cat"egory mder the 
current admissions· system. The suggestion arose from discussion about 
detenniningways in which we might" be able to keep channels open for 
Jewish entry to the U.S. . 

So far as I can detennine, you are correct that the .rurrent. financial 
requirement still appears to be ~t least $40 ,00.0 which the applicant is 
able to .. demonstrate that he/she plans to or has invested. In addition, 
there appears ·also to be a requirement that the applicant .will be a prin~ 
cipal ·rnanager of the enterprise iri question, . and that ·he/she will .employ 
one or more U.S. citizens or pennanent resident aliens other than their 
own spouses or children. (Soi.irce:. Final Report· of the Select Commission 
on ~gration and Ref'.ugee Pol_ icy • • • • Marc:I:i 1; 1981.) 

. A few connnents: 

One. It might ·be useful to find out how ·many admissions there have been · 
in the pas:t. few years in this category; especially, how. long the waiting 
time is-between initial applicatfon and entry. This category falls mder 
the 'nonpreference" slot in the preference ·system. Thus·, the number of 
admissions is determined by how many of the 270 ,000 visas issued for other · · 
categories are ·not used. Further, the runnbers are bounded by the 20,000 
per country ceiling. 

·Two. The select Commission supported the idea of maintaining the investors 
category, but voted by 15-1 that the amotmt to be invested .be increased 
significantly above · the present $40 ,000 figure. An indication of the . 
Camnission's thinking is reflected in the following: "Some experts have 
indicated that $250·,ooo is the lower· bomd for the capital required to 
begin a successful new business.· The Commission is also of · the view that 

. additional consideration should be given to increasing the number of u~s. 
workers_ to be employed: by investor immigrants." However, to iny knowledge, 
no changes were made to reflect this thinking in the ·Simpsan-Mazzoli 
refonris·. · . . . 

more 
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Third. It strikes me that this avenue will probably not be fruitful 
in matters of refugee rescue. It might, however, prove marginally use­
ful for securing admission in cases when people may have made significant 
prior investment in this country, and when the individual seeks entry 

· from a cotmtry whose visa quota is not heavily oversubscribed • 

.AS:mr 

cc 

J
S. Samet 
M. Tanenbat.Dn 
I. Levine 
H. Applebaum 
S. Rabinove 

··----- .i... 
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THE· AMERICAN JEWISH c ·oMMITTEE 

... 

date· January 26, 1983 
\./ 

to Donald Feldstein and Marc Tanenbaum 

from Evan Bayer ~ 
subject "Jews on the Edge'.' (Memo ~I) 

" 
My first memo of October 14, 1982 was meant to be a philosophical exPloration 
of a project proposal. With the commitment of Smulow fundi.ng for the project, 
this memo is a draft work plan which will be followed by a ·research and budget 

. proposal (Memo III) • 

The purpose of the "Jews on the edge" project is to examine the status of poor 
and vulnerable Jews .in order to develop social policy .recommendations that re­
flect a knowledgeable "Jewish point of view." (By this I don't mean recommenda­
tions that only support narrow Je~ish interests, but rather, 'taking into~con- · 
sideration Jewish needs in the development _of good social i;>olicy.) A second: 
purpose is to educate the Jewish conununity (including AJC ·members) about this 
Jewish interest -- to .connect the· particular and the universal. Finally, the 
project represents a model that can be used for future policy explorations. 

PHASE I: Development of· tne research and 'budget proposal · 

.· An Advisory Panel that includes A.JC lay leaders, Jewish academics and com­
mW)al professionals will be created to act . as consultants to the projec·t. 

v Names of chapter leaders will be added as chapters become more involved. 
Names I have been tentatively considering include: 

David Squire 
Bunny Sandler 
Dick Weiss 
Ann Kaufman 
Mimi Alperin 
Eleanor .Judd 
Smulow family member 
Stuart Eisenstadt 
Charlotte Holstein 
Sam Sadin · 
Werner Boehm 

. = Sholom Comay 
_ll'ed .Ellenoff 

Joel Ollander 
Judy Lang 
Mark Talisman 
Les Levin 

: _. Charles Silberman · 
Herb Bienstock 

. Herb ·Shore 
.. ~rald· Bubis 

Stephen M. Cohen 
.. Ira Silverman 
Joel Karp 
Al Miller 
Sheila Kamerman 

An early meet.ing of the Panel will be called to explore what research already 
'exists that can be bro_ught to bear on th_e issue and what other research is needed • 

. · ••• more 

. . :.·· · .. 
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Memo to Donald Feldstein and Marc Tanenbaum - . P.age 2 January 26, 1983 

The focus of the discussion would be on what information could assist us in 
{a) the understanding of the parameters of the Jews on the edge problem and 
(b) the development of ameliorative social policy recommendations. 

Consultations with both AJC Washington and New York Advisory .Panelists and 
with the Jewish Congressional Del_ecjation will also be held. Based on the 
input from these meetings, I will develop a research and budget proposal by 
April or May. · · 

The purpose of Phase I is to involve AJC lay leaders and connect with the rele­
vant Jewish experts and leadership outside of AJC in order to establish the 
l _egitimacy of the issue and develop a high caliber research project that really 
reflects the needs of the community. 

PHASE II: Data ·gathering and ·analysis 

I will need a research assistant to oversee the dat~ gathering and analysis 
phase. Depend~ng on the level of research we determine is necessary, it could 
take from three months to a year. 

PHASE III: · Social ·p01icy formulation 

In this phase, several AJC chapters will be asked to create committees to ex­
plore the implications of the data for specific policy areas. An example would 
be the Miami Chapter analyzing the implications of the , data we have on _aqi.nq 
Jews as it relates to current Medicaid and Medic~e policies. From this analysis 
would t..llen co!!!~ r~t:O!!!!!!<?ndations for ??ational social pt.:.'licy and Jewish coil!l!!'.!nal 
responsibility. I believe this phase could begin in the f.all usi_ng some of the 
preliminary data. For a more complete explanation of the local chapter component, 
see ~he attached Appendix. · 

consultations will also be held with elected and Administration officials and 
their staffs since they are the. creators and implementors of national social 
policies. It is important to involve them as early as possible in our delib­
erations in order to make contpct and l _egitimize our inquiry in the social 
welfare area. This contact is most important duri.ng Phase .III. 

PUBLICATIONS 

This project could produce various . types of publications. In early stages, 
popular articles and reprints on aspects of the problem will fulfill · one ' of · 
the goals of the project -- educati_ng ·the Jewish community about the "Jewish 
interest" in national social welfare policies. As we pull together our re­
search information·, we could publish a "Smulow" . monograph . of the research find­
ings and analyses. From Phase III (social policy formulation), we could pub­
lish a "policy study" similar to Jerome Rosow's Work in America Institute. 
(I have examples of their work if you want to see them.) 

more 
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INTERGROUP RELATIONS DIMENSION 

In my initial proposal, I suggested that an underlyi_ng objective is to in­
clude an intergroup relations aspect in the project. This can be done in 
several ways: 

-- Meet with the U. S. Catholic Conference or the Southern Baptists and pro­
pose that they do a parallel project. (I've already spoken informally with 
some of USCC staff about it and they are interested in exploring it further . ) 
Then work with them throughout the project. 

-- Add an intergroup component to Phase III, conveni_ng inte_rgroup meetings 
(local and national) to discuss (a) the impact of the recession and budget 
cuts on the vulnerable members of the various groups; (b) the potential 
for intergroup tensions due to competition for limited funds; and (c) their 
and our social policy goals. 

-- Co-sponsor publications with other groups interested in the issues. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

I am proposing al~ - 2 year project · cwe ·might decide to expand it to a 3 - 5 
year project if the research warrents it.) that could then be a model for future 
domestic policy inquiries. The actual research and budget proposal will focus 
~re Cirectl~t 

EB :ns 

- Encl. -

83-625-2 
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APPENDIX 

LOCAL CHAPTER COMPONENT 

Data Gathering 

Because nruch of the current data on Jews is locally based (the Federation 
demographic studies), AJC Chapters are key liaisons to that infonnation. 
(In Denver, for example, Eleanor Judd, an active AJC member, was the researcher 
for their demographic study.) Certain cornnn.mi ties' data is needed in order to 
get an accurate picture of American Jews. There is, therefore, a national 
objective that requires chapter cooperation. That cooperation could be as 
minimal as assisting national. staff with· the data gathering by identifying 
the relevant infonnation resources in the community. 

'A chapter· could become involved in the data gathering as part of their .program. 
In Pittsburgh, for ihstance, the chapter is interested in creating a question­
naire ·to assist in evaluating the impact of the recession on JeWs in that com­
nn.mi tY. They want ·to examine such indices· as levels of marital problems, tm­
employment and bankruptcy· figures, changes in housing needs, etc. An updated 
demographic study is currently being completed that would add to our infonnation 
on Pittsburgh Jews. Havi.Jig a local . lay constituency interested and participating . 
in the project enhances the national objective. Pittsburgh's work could be used 

· as · a model for other communities we are examining. Ultimately, a chapter could 
mirror the entire project .on a local level, beginning with a consultation of 
relevant Jewish communal resources and ending with an intergroup meeting to dis-
cµss the. soc.ial policy ~lications ~ · ·. 

Social Policy Fonnulation 

In the past, all policy discussions took ·place in New York within the DAC . 
conmittee structure. This project provides an alternative to that model which, 
if successful, could be used £oz: other policy considerations. -· 

By asking a chapter to examine a specific policy area (Medicare, housing, job 
training, etc.), we not only will involve more lay leaders in the process,. but 
we will also get the added insight of local reaction to the issue. The chapter 
would act as a sub-committee of the DAC, marshalling the necessary local re­
sources to explore the problem with national staff assistance. Data gathered 
in earlier phases of this project would be examined as part of the analysi.s. 
The wor~ would be coordinated nationally through the DAC Social Policy Com-
mittee. · 

· This model offers AJC the flexibility to go where the expertise is. · For in­
stance, Miami might be the best place to explore aging issues. such as Medicaid 
and Medicare because of the natural focus on aging in the Jewish conmnmal 
structure and the possibility of a liaison with the local University through 
Morton Teicher. Dallas is another possibility· on aging issues .because of Herb 
Shore and several other interested lay leaders in the chapter. Chicago might 
want to examine housing issues (Section 8/202 ftmding) in light of Jewish 
commUni ty needs. · · 

... more 
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The New York Chapter has begun a project on the homeless that exemplifies 
this model. They chose one issue to explore in depth and added an action 
dimension as well. The data gathering and policy reconnnendations that will 
result from this project will add to our knowledge of vulnerable Jews and 
therefore fulfill a national objective. · 

The local component of the "Jews on the edge" project will, of course, need 
to be negotiated with specific chapters. Some have already shown interest in 
the project. It is a natural area for local domestic programming and could 
provide AJC with new structural models for involving lay l~adership. 
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"An Hour of Good News" 

CHICAGO 
SUNDAY 
EVENING CLUB Sunday, 5 P.M., WTTW Channel 11 I Our 77th Year 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Inter-Religious Affairs Director 
American · Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Ra bpi Tanenbaum: 

January 27, 1984 

Our trustees and I are delighted to advise you that at our 
meeting in December, David K. Hardin was elected the sixth 
President of th~ __ 9.!Jjcago::smmay Estemng Club. Dave is eminently 
qualified for this assignment. He has been a trustee of the 
Sunday Evening Club since 1971 and a Vice President; and in 
his professional life - Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
Market Facts, Inc., a leading international marketing research 
and cOmmunicatrnns company: Most importantly, he lS deoi'C!med 
to the Lord and eager to serve Him in our vital and unique 
ministry. 

Several months ago, Dave resigned as CEO of Market Facts in 
order to devote his full time, energies and talents to serving 
as the Chief Executive of the Sunday Evening Club. · 

The trustees and Dave have asked me to assume the role of 
Chairman in order to support and assist Dave in selected areas 
in our expanding work and outreach. This I was more than 
pleased to do. 

We are indeed fortunate in having such an able and committed 
new : leader and i_n having your ongoing interest, friendship, and 
participation as a principal speaker on "An Hour of Good News." 

Faithfully, 

t~'!:'4 
_./' 

332 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60604 3121427-4483 

............ 
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American Mathematical Society 
P. o~ Box 6248, P.rovid~nce, Rho.de .. isiand 02940 

L1:>eation: 201 Charles Street -at Randall Square 

Telephone (401) 272-9500 
Will iam J. LeVeque 

' Executive Director . 

Mr. Edgard Padva 
102-25 67 Road 
Forest Hills, NY 

Dear Mr. Padva: 

December I, 1982 

11375 

Thank you for your "letter concerning your cousin Evgeny Gilbo. I have 
forwarded copies of your ·letter to Ben Sil~~r who is in charge of our · 
translation program, and Dr. William B. Woolf, the Mana~ing Editor of 
Mathematical Reviews, and he has informed the editors of Mr: Gilbo's increased 
~vailability and of his .ho~e address. · .r b~lfeve that Mr. Silyer has already 
~itten to your cousin. ' ··· · 

I am very sorry that he has not been receiving .any correspondence from the 
Society;· I am su.re that this is a result of Russian posta·1 policy, and I do not 
know of any way to overcome the difficulty • . If you know of a way to be assured 
of getting material to him, I wbuld be ~erY glad to try _ it. 

If ~ can be of ·furthe~ help, ~lease . let me know • . 

WJL/rinh 

cc: Andrew Gleason 
Julia Robinson 
William B. Woolf 

Sincerely yours, 

. ~J .-t.rJ~ 
Will~am J. LeVeque . 

.~ 

··"=" 



Edgard Padva 
102-25 67 Road 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 11375 
+el: (212) 440-9389 Business 

(212) 459-2836 Home 

Dr. William J. LeVeque 
Executive Director 
American Mathematical Society 
P.O. B ~ 6248 
Providence, Rhode Island, 02940 

Dear Dr. LeVeque, 

I am writing to you on behalf of my cousin, Evgeny 
Gilbo, former professor of mathematics and physics at 
Leningrad Polytechnic Institute, who is a member of the 
American Mathematical Society. 

In February 1981, he appl ied for a visa to emigrate 
from Soviet Union. In the fall of that year he and ·his 
family were refused their wish, On January 22, 1982, 
by the decision of the government, he was stripped of 
all his scientific degrees. On March 5, he was forced 
to resign form the Institute. After applying for a visa 
for the second time, he and his family were refused, 
again. 

At this time it is virtually imposssible (for a 
person of his stature and in the present situation) 
to find any· kind of employment. 

Mr. Gilbo informed me that he has written a few 
letters to the American Mathematical Society, but did not 
get one response. In his opinion the letters did not 
get to their destination. Since September 1981, he had 
not received any correspondence from . the Society. ·This 
includes pulications, which are always send out to the 
member9, a letter with a request for 1982 membership, etc. 
He believes that all correspondence from the American 
Mathematical ·society was addressed to the Institute, but 
they, in turn ,d.id not forward anything to him. 

Mr~ Gilbo wishes to remain a member of the Society and 
to continue writing his comments and re~erences on the 
works from the Society, as he did in the past. Since 

· Mr. Gilbo -has a lot of free time now he is asking the 
~ociety to increase the ·amount of publications and works 
send to him. He is asking ·~O address all the mail . . 
directly to him. His address is: 

U~£R- ~ccp _ .. 
· ;q ft 5/ r: /\EHV1H rPAA 

'IA. UA/\Vl4HAfi, A· 3 q, KOpn, / J Ki:J. 54-
r Vt " b s o E , rL 

~. , . --· ·~ 

.. -··· - - . - :... . . . - ;-,:._ . 

.. ·-.-· ·. -

- ,. . . , -.. -·.:: ~ -· .. ~-

·---- . - . .. . 
.. . . -~·:5 ~-- -~" : . ·-··~ ~ ~-- _-:.-. - : . 
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I would be grateful if you would inform me of your 
plans as soon as possible. I am sure that you fully· 
inderstand the importance of the situation and will hope 
that you wil~ respond promptly. 

Sincerely, 

. c~ /?dt/a.---
Edgard Padva 

EP:ap 

cc: Dr. Andrew M. Gleason 
President, American Mathematical Society 
Department of Mathematics 
Harvard University 
1 Oxford Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

Dr. Julia B. Robrnson 
President - Elect American Mathematical Society 
2.43 Lake Drive 
BerkeleyJ Calif. 94708 

. . . ... 

.-*'~~--.":._ .. - ... 
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·Anierican, Canadian, Mexican 
Leaders Gather in Mexico City 

Above, in conversation during the meeting of the North American Branch, 
WJC President Edgar M. Bronfman and His Excellency John Gavin, U.S. 
Amba88ador to. Mexico. In the center looking on, Israel Singer (executive direc· 
tor of the WJC). 

Below, at the Branch meeting, L to R: Rabbi Arthur Schneier (vice chairman of 
the Branch), Mr. Bernardo Weiuner (president of the Com.ite Central Israel· 
ita de Mexico), Mr. Sol Kanee (chairman of the Branch). 

. On January 10 and. 11 the first 
meeting of the WJC North American 
Branch to be held in Mexico, brought 
together in that country's capital city, 
Jewish leaders from Mexico, Omtral 
America, the United States and 
Canada. 

Mr. Sol Kanee, of Winnipeg, Can· 
ada, the chairman of du: Branch, pre· 
sided at the opening session and wel­
comed the members. He was followed 
by Mr. Israel Singer, executive direc.' 
tor of the WJC, who reported on the 
current global activities of the WjC. 

The rest of the first day's session 
was devoted to reports on their re· 
spective communities by Mr. Ber­
nardo Weitzner, president of the 
Cornite Central lsraelita de Mexico, 
.Rabbi Arthur Schneier, chairman of 
the American Section and vice-chair­
man of the Branch, Mr. Alan Rose, 
executive vice-president of the Cana· 
dian Jewish Congress. . 

The reports were preceded by intro­
ductory remarks by Mr. Kanee. He 
pointed out that some of the prob­
lems confronting the Jewish com­
munities of North America were spe­
cific to them while other problems 
were similar to those that faced com­
munities elsewhere. The communi· 
ties represented in the North Ameri· 
can Branch, he said, comprised the 
single largest component of the World 

c.ontinud on page 4 



Unavoidable Questio~~ 
Edgar M. Bronfman 

ZIONISM throughout history has meant different things to many different 
Jews. The Zionism of Herzl, Weizmann, Ben.-Gurion, Golda Meir or Menachem 
Begin has never been an unchanging, abstract, static philosophy. 

Zionism has never been a fixed work, like a piece by Shakespeare, Beethoven, 
or Matisse. It is a dynamic concept, more like the theories of such different 
geniuses as John Stuart Mill, Marx, Freud or Einstein. Today the philosophy of 
Zionism demands the recognition of new challenges and new realities. 

The new realities flow from two related wellsprings. At the source is what is 
going on inside of Israel. Israelis are concerned about the directions of their 
society. They are asking what kind of people are we and where are we beading? 
What, in fact, is a Zionist in 1982? 

Jews outside of Israel are as}cing the same questions, both privately and 
publicly, but the non,Israeli Jew has a different dilemma. Jews of the democratic 
free world, citizens of che countries where they live, have their own agenda, 
which has different priorities and needs. Whatever their hearts' connection to 
Israel; whatever their love for Israel's creation and their desire for its security 
and flowering, they must define their relationship to their own communities, 
their own governments, to their own Jewishness. 

This is not made easier by their great need also to define their relationship to 
Israel, which is itself searching for its own new directions. 

Let me digress to make an intensely personal point. I do not express these 
views, wringing my hands and wailing. I advance them with a sense of solidarity. 
I recognize and embrace many new strengths that we-the Israeli nation and the 
free Jews in the,world-possess. 

Those strengths are impressive. For the first time in the history of the state, 
Israel's borders are secure. The IDF has become not only one of the major 
military powers in the world, but it also has the most disciplined and humane of 
military forces. They are virtually invulnerable to defeat by any other Middle 
Eastern force. 

The military back of the PLO has been broken. In a. Middle East torn by 
conflict, irresolution, and mad Khomeinism, Israel remains the one and only 
reliable democracy. It even formally investigates, for the whole world to see, and 
by the rule of law, serious criticism of its own government. 

Furthermore, the war in Lebanon, whatever the argumentative rights and 
wrongs of it, demonstrated that the Soviets cannot be counted on as an Arab 
ally. It also exposed the fact that not a single Arab nation would seriously rally to 
the cause of the PLO. Yet even in defeat, the Arabs still have not come together 
to step forward to offer a peaceful initiative to their double problem of rampant 
Muslim fundamentalism and undeniable Israeli militar.y superiority. 

So, in many respects Israel is more secure than evei"in its history. Then why 
the anguish? Why the quetions? What is the problem we today must consider 
above all else? 

THE CENTRAL problem before us as Jews is the condition of Israel itself 
and its relationship to the Diaspora communities. What kind of Israel do we 
want? 

Are we headed on a course that will lead us to a bi,national state, to an Israel 
diminished in its Jewish quality? And what could this mean to its relationship to 
the Diaspora? Would it become one based primarily on the Land of Israel, and 
not its Jewish substance? Are we willing to cede some land and authority if that 

continued on page 3 
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.WJ C Leaders Meet 
Mexican Head 

On January 11, in the course of the 
meeting in Mexico City of the North 
American Branch, a World Jewish 
Congress delegation led by its presi, 
dent, Edgar M. Bronfman, paid an 
official visit to the newly~lected pres, 
ident of Mexico, Miguel de la Madrid, 
at the presidential residence. 

Mr. Bronfman told the president 
that the North American Branch had 
arranged its meeting in Mexico City 
as an expression of its interest in the 
increasingly important role being 
ptayed by Mexico in the region and as 
a demonstration of solidarity with the 
Jewish community of Mexico. 

President de la Madrid had high 
praise for the Jewish citizens of Mex, 
ico and their important contribution 
to the economic and general advance, 
ment of the country. He discussed 
candidly with the members of the 
delegation the economic problems 
facing Mexico and outlined his policy 
to deal with those problems. 

He expressed the hope that when 
the WJC leaders returned to their 
countries they would help to create 
better understanding of Mexico 's 
problems and how they were being 
addressed. 

The WJC delegation consisted of 
Mr. Bronfman, Mr. Sol Kanee, chair, 
man of the North American Branch, 
Mr. Israel Singer, executive director 
of the World Jewish Congress, Rabbi 
Arthur Schneier, (vice chairman of 
the North American Branch), chair, 
man of the American Section, and 
Mr. Bernardo Weitzner, president of 
the Comite lsraelita de Mexico and 
Mr. Sergio Nudelstejer, a leading 
member of the Comite. 

Bronfman Chairs 
Navon Meeting 

On January 10, 1983, WJC presi, 
dent Edgar M. Bronfman chaired a 
meeting of the Council on Foreign 
Relations in New York. After paying 
tribute to Israel's democratic system, 
Mr. Bronfman introduced the guest 
speaker, President ltzhak Navon of 
Israel. The meeting was held in closed 
session. 
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Edgar M. Bronfman continwed from page 2 

.would lead to peace? Are the government's settlement policies in the territories 
and impediment to the peace process? 

Secondly, how must we confront the extremely low rate of aliya? What does 
this do to the Zionist dream? Why can we not commit ourselves, at the very 

· least, to stimulatirig a much greater proportion of world Jewry to visit the Land 
of Zion? Why do we not commit greater resources to having our children at least 
visit and possibly gain education he~e-for without them, there may be no 
future for. the Jewish people or for Zionism itself. 

There is a third area where the Jewish world is questioning itself. What are we 
to make of the debasement of that valuable and traditional Jewish right to 
dissent, of the Jewish tradition of justice, fairness and open-mindedness when 
such words as "traitor," "fascist," "blood libel," "enemy of the Jews," "anti.­
Semite," "Jewish self-hatred," or " new Holocaust" are bandied about by Jews 
and about Jews in the heart of Israeli politics, in discussions on such important 
questions as expanding settlements, U.S. aid, relations with Western Europe, 
not to mention relations with Jews ·in the Diaspora? 

To take only one example, I have supP9rted in principle President Reagan's 
Middle East peace initiative, not as a blueprint, but at least as a possible 
framework to add momentum to the peace process once again. And so have 
such valuable and traditional friends of Israel as Henry Kissinger and the valiant 
former senator Jacob Javits. 

Indeed, to my certain knowledge, there are few, if any, American Jewish 
leaders who do not find some merit, and certainly the best intention, in 
President Reagan's effort to break the deadlock. 

At the same time, we are deeply aware, and constantly repeat that it is up to 
the Arabs to enable King Hussein-and it is up to Hussein himself, who was in 
Washington last week-to provide the opportunity for Israel to seek new paths 
to peace. Are Jews in the Diaspora, as well as many Jews in Israel, to be 
excommunicated for holding and expressing these views? 

We must also consider the Jewish attitude toward general global problems of 
which are part. Are we to sacrifice our commitments to human rights and 
support tinhorn dictators for the sake of political expediency? Do we make 
alliances with religiously intolerant groups, and even fanatics, for passing and 
transient reasons? Must we really abandon the humanist essence of Zionist 
ideology in the face of soul-less pragmatism? 

I RAISE these questions to deal with reality and to ask how we in 'the 
Diaspora can help Israel and help ourselves in our new internal and external 
problems, I am not sure I have the answers to these questions. But I know they 
need to be asked, and I know that the year is 1982, not 1938, when some 80 per 
cent of world Jewry lived in a climate that was inhospitable and, indeed, turned 
out for six million Jews to be cataclysmically fatal. 

Today stands in striking contrast: the situation is exactly reversed. Fully 80 
per cent of the world Jewry lives under conditions of freedom, opportunity, 
self-expression. They enjoy a liberty as Jews in most countries as great as, or 
greater than, other minorities. As individuals in a group, they are commonly 
recognized to be pre-eminent contributors and accomplishers in the countries 
where they live. 

As a result, the old Zionist formulas, responses and programmes for action 
may be just that-old and out of date. The challenge for Jews and for Zionists 
today is to find new strategies to confront new conditions. 

First we must realize that Jews in the democratic world are not weak. We no 
longer are the uninvited guests of history. Most important, neither is Israel. Our 
entire circumstances have changed. 

The Jewish outlook no longer need be either primarily survivalist or defen­
continwed on page 9 

Nessim D. 
Gaon 
Vice-President, 
W]C 

Born in the Sudan in 1922, edu­
cated at Camboni College in Khar­
toum, Nessim David Gaon's partici­
pation in Jewish leadership today 
extends to a broad segment of national 
and international organizations. 

In 1940 Mr. Gaon joined the Brit­
ish army in Cairo and was promoted 
to commissioned rank in 1942. He 
saw service in Syria, lraq, Iran, North 
Africa and Italy and was discharged in 
1946 as a captain. 

In 1947 he joined the family 
import/export business in Sudan. 
From' 1947-1957 he was treasurer, 
secretary and later vice-president of 
the Jewish community of Khartoum. 
In 195 7 he established his own group 
of companies in Geneva, where he has 
lived since. In 1966 he was elected 
president of the Jewish community of 
Geneva. He has been president of 
State of Israel Bonds in Switzerland 
since 1965 and of the United Israel 
Appeal, Switzerland. He is a member 
of the World Board of Trustees of the 
Keren Hayesod. 

Mr. Gaon was elected a vice-presi­
dent of the World Jewish Congress at 
the Seventh Plenary Assembly in Je­
rusalem in January, 1981. He is pres­
ident of the World Sephardi Federa­
tion, co-chairman of the Jewish Agen­
cy Project Renewal Committee, mem­
ber of the Board of Governors of the 
Hebrew University, member of the 
Board of Trustees of Bar llan Univer­
sity, member of the Board of Direc­
tors of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 
New York. He is the chairman of the 
International Board of Governors of 
Boys Town, Jerusalem. 

In 1973 Yeshiva University, New 
York, conferred on him the degree, 
honoris causa, of Doctor of Humane 
Letters and in 1978 Bar Ilan con­
ferred an honorary Ph.D. on him. 
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International Committee 
of the Red Cross 

and the Magen David Adorn 
Recently the International Com­

mittee of the Red Cross published the 
documents relating to the 24th Inter­
national Conference.of the Red Cross, 
held in Manila from November 7th-
14, 1981, at which the WJC was rep­
re~nted by Dr. Joachim Schneeweiss 
of Australia. 

Despite attempts ever since 1949 
to obtain recognition of the Magen 
David Adorn, the Red Shield of 
David, as an accepted emblem on the 
same basis as the Red Cross and the 
Red Crescent, an.cl recognition of the 
MDA Society in Israel as a member of 
the League of Red Cross Societies and 
as a National Society within the 
meaning of the Geneva Conventions 
and the Statute of the International 
Red Cross, the status quo has con­
tinued. This maintains the de facto 
discrimination against the MDA. 
It is also clear that the legal situation 
cannot be changed without a modifi­
cation of the article of the Geneva 
Convention which specifies the three 
recognized Red Cross emblems (i.e. 
the red cross, the red crescent, and 
the red lion and sun). Efforts to this 
end have continued unceasingly, and 
the WJC has for years been in the 
forefront of such efforts but obvious! y 
the political situation for such a 
change is not favorable. 

At the 23rd International Confer­
ence of the Red Cross, held in 
Bucharest in 1977, it was decided to 
set up a Working Group to study all 
relevant issues of the emble.m. Since a 
solution of a universal character, cov­
ering all aspects of the emblem prob­
lem (including a formula which would 
have also allowed for the admission 
of the MDA), could not be arrived at, 
a decision was reached by the Council 
of Delegates at the Manila meeting in 
1981, not to continue the mandate of 
'the Working Group, by 50 votes to 
44 against, with five abstentions. In 
the meantime one of the three recog­
nized emblems-the red lion and sun­
had been abandoned in 1980 by Iran. 

The courageous statement by 
Alexandre Hay, President of the 
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International Committee of the Red 
Cross, on behalf of the International 
Committee, which he made at Manila 
in 1981, should be more generally 
known. 

Mr . Hay made three points in his 
Manila statement. Firstly, while two 
emblems might be regarded as an 
improvement on three in terms of 
those seeking to symbolize unity by a 
single emblem, it still was a setback 
and showed that religious, ideological 
and philosophical differences could 
not be overcome. Secondly, and per­
haps ~ore importantly from the 
standpoint of those concerned at the 
religious symbolism of the red cross 
or t~e red crescent, Mr. Hay ob­
served-

"that the coexistence of the two 
emblems of the red cross and the red 
crescent may give the false and unfor­
tunate impression that our movement 
has two poles, a Christian one and an 
Islamic one, and that all other reli­
gious or lay modes of thinking are 
ruled out. Fortunately, many coun­
tries do not artach religious signifi­
cance to the red cross. Nevertheless, 
the religious connotation attributed 
by some to the red cross and the red 
crescent remains :i problem: it weak­
ens the protective value of the emb­
lem, and it may appear to favor two 
religious communities." 

Mr. Hay's third reason for not con­
sidering the emblem question as 
solved was put by him in the follow-
ing terms: 

"The ICRC and several National 
Societies are concerned about the 
situation of the Magen David Adorn 
in Israel. That Society cannot be rec­
ognized by the ICRC, and thus 
become a member of the Interna-
tional Red Cross, since it uses an 
«:mblem which is not recognized by 
.the first Geneva Convention of 1949, 
the red shield of David." 

He went on to say: 
"I mentioned to you earlier that the 

ICRC considers that a single symbol 
should reflect the unity of the move­
ment. While this is not possible in 

continued on page 9 

American, Canadian, 
Mexican Leaders 
Gather in Mexico City 
continued [ram page 1 

Jewish Congress structure. The re­
gional grouping, in fact, contained 
nearly half the Jewish population of 
the world, a situation to which "many 
of our sister Jewish communities have 
often reacted in a very ambivalent 
way." 

That evening the delegates enjoyed 
the hospitality of dinner at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Aisser. 

The following morning's session 
was chaired by Mr. Lavy Becker of 
Montreal, Canada, a member of the 
Governing Board. After greetings from 
Mr. Edgar M. Bronfman, president of 
the WJC, Mr. Pinkos Rubinstein, 
president of the Federation of Jewish 
Communities of Central America and 
Panama (FEDECO), reported on the 
Jewish communities which comprise 
the Federation. He was followed by 
Mr. Becker, in his capacity as chair­
man of the WJC Commision on Small 
Communities, who reported on Jew­
ish communities in the Caribbean. 

The next item on the agenda was a 
presentation on "Realpolitik and U.S. 
Foreign Policy in the Americas: Impli­
cations for Mexico and the U.S." by 
Mr. Ronald Hellman, director of the 
Bildner Center for Western Hemis­
phere Studies. A discussion followed. 

lsrael's Ambassador to Mexico, H.E. 
Israel Gur-Arieh, was the guest speaker 
at a luncheon session presided over 
by Rabbi Arthur Schneier. Assessing 
the status of Mexi~n-Israeli relations 
in the current political climate, Am­
bassador Gur-Arieh focused on the 
impact of recent trends and devel­
opments on these relations and on the 

0 
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challenge posed to the Mexican Jew­
ish community. 

During the afternoon of the second 
day, a WJC delegation led by Presi­
dent Edgar M. Bronfman met for an 
hour with Mexico's newly-elected Pres-­
idem Miguel de la Madrid at his resi­
dence. During this period, American 
and Canadian delegates to the confer­
ence were given a personally con­
ducted tour of the Mexican Jewish 
sports center, the largest such facility 
in.the Western hemisphere. A recep­
tion was held for the de~egates there. 

The session culminated with a gala 
dinner hosted by the Comite Central 
lsraelita de Mexico attended by some 
300 people. Among the distinguished 
members on the dais were the ambas­
sadors and governmental representa· 
tives of the U.S., Canada, Mexico and 
Israel. 

In his remarks on behalf of the 
Mexican Government, Minister An­
tonio Enriquez Savignac praised the 
Jewish community in Mexico for its 
major contribution to the well-being 
and general development of the 
country. 

A major address was delivered by 
Mr. Bronfman who issued a call "here 
at this meeting of Jewish leadership of 
North America, for a new kind of 
initiative and energy in Jewish life." 
Mr. Bronfman noted that "the central 
question of Jewish life is, and must 
be; survival." "However," he added, 
"whereas in 1938 the question of 
survival had to be defined in physical 
terms in a world where the physical 
threat to Jews is the exception rather 
than rule." 

The dinner was filmed by Mexican 
television for showing together with 
the interview the following morning 
with Mr. Bronfman at his hotel. The 
movie about the World Jewish Con­
gress, "A Voice for the Jewish Peo­
ple," was premiered after the dinner. 

Mr. Kanee dosed the session on 
behalf of the Branch with the obser­
vation that the meeting had indeed 
succeeded in bringing the Jewish com­
munities of Mexico, Canada and the 
United States closer together. O 
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Above, Mr. Edgar M. Bronfman addressing the meetin1 of the North American 
Branch in Muico City. 
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Shown at the luncheon in Meltico City, L to R: Mrs. Martha Flisser who was the 
hostess of the dinner at her home for the delegates, Mrs. ~lvira Kassin, Mrs. 
Betty Kahan. 
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At the dinner in Mmco City, H.E. Davidj.S. Winfield, Minister-Counsellor of 
Canada to Me:irico, addressing the guests. Seated on the dais, L to R: Lie. 
Alpuche, Mrs. Beraha, H.E. Antonio Enriquez Savignac (Minister of Tourism, 
Me:irico), Enrique Beraha (vice president, Comite Central lsraelita de Mexico) 
who chaired the dinner, Edgar M. Bronfman. 
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THE JEWS OF YUGOSLA\i 
When, as happened also in several 

other countries, anti-Semitism began 
to color reports in sections of the 
Yugoslav press on the War in Leba­
non, The Jewish Review, the official 
organ of the Federation of Jewish 
Communities in Yugoslavia, in its 
protests called attention to the fact 
that in Yugoslavia's War of National 
Liberation, Jews "in a relatively great 
number also participated to defend 
human freedoms, dignity and equality." 

A recent 500-page volume by Jasa 
Romano, entitled Jews of Yugoslavia 
1941-1945: Victims of Genocide and 
Freedom Fighters and published by the 
Federation under the auspices of the 
Jewish Historical Museum in Belgrade, 
states that there were 82,000 Jews in 
Yugoslavia before World War 11. This 
is a higher figure than the generally 
accepted one of 72,000-75,000. 
There is agreement, however, that at 
the end of the war, there were not 
morethan 15,000survivors,ofwhom 
8 ,000 emigrated to ISrael in the period 
1948-1950, so thatthere remain today 
only about 7 ,000. 

AccordingtoRomano'sbook,4,466 
Jews participated in the War of 
National Liberation, 2,897 in the 
Yugoslav army (720 fell) and 1,569 
in the underground movement (599 
fell). Of those who joined the army 
and survived, 150 are holders of the 
"Partisan Star 1941 ," and ten are on 
the list of People's Heroes. Fourteen 
Jews reached the rank of general-rwo 
were lieutenant generals, rwo major 
generals, and ten brigadier generals. It 
should be borne in mind that in April 
1941, Yugoslavia was occupied by 
German, Hungarian, Italian, and Bul­
garian troops. Within weeks the Ger­
mans, local Nazis, the Usrashi in Croa­
tia, and Bosnian Muslims, instigated 
by Hajj Amin al-1-Jusseini, the Mufti 
of Jerusalem who escaped to Italy and 
Germany in 1941, began the deporta· 
tions and massacres of Jews. The 
Mufti collaborated with Germany, 

(Sources: Encyclopedia Judaica, Institute of 
Jewish Affairs, The Jew of Yugoslavia by H.P. 
Freidenreich,Jewish Publication Society, 1979). 
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recruiting and organizing Muslim vol­
unteers and supporting and aiding the 
'Nazi program for the extermination of 
the Jewish people. 

Jews were settled in the present 
Yugoslavia from Roman times. Philo 
mentions the Jews of Macedonia while 
the apostle Paul delivered sermons 
to its communities (Acts 20:1-2). A 
Oreek inscription on a pillar of a 
church-a former sy0agogue-in Stobi 
(in present Yugoslavia Macedonia near 
the Greek border) and now preserVed 
in the Jewish museum of Belgrade, is 
evidence of Jewish settlement during 
the second and third centuries. 

In medieval times there were com­
munities in present-day Dubronvnik 
and Split, on the Adriatic coast. Inland, 
refugees from Spain began to settle 
after the expulsion of 1492, the most 
important centers being Belgrade, con­
quered by the Turks in 1521, ~nd 
Sarajevo, founded by the Turks soon 
after they conquered Bosnia in the 
mid-fifteenth century. Here ·the Se­
phardi traditions were preserved. 
Ladino, or Judeo-Spanish, coritinued 
to be spoken and was the dominant 
language of the Sarajevo community 
until the beginning of the twentieth 
century. 

The present Yugoslavia came into 
existence in 1918 as. the Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. In 1929 
the country's name was changed to 
Yugoslavia. It is officially made up 
of six " nations"-Serbs, Croats, 
Slovenes, Macedonians, Montenegrins 
and Moslems. "Moslem" does not 
mean religion but nationality. Offi. 
cially there exists no Yugoslav nation. 
The official name of the country is 
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo­
slavia. All "national" languages are 
official. Serbo-Croatian serves as a 
lingua franca. The South Slav lands 
which were joined together to form 
the present Yugoslavia do not have a 
common history. With the exception 
of Montenegro, they were divided 
for centuries berween Turkish and 
Austro-Hungarian spheres of influ­
ence and the various peoples deve-

loped their own distinct identities and 
particular traditions. The Serbs are 
Eastern Orthodox Balkanites, with 
heroic recollections of independence 
and revolt against the Turks, while die 
Croats are Roman Catholic Euro­
peans, historically linked with the 
West. 

The various elements of which Yu­
goslav Jewry was composed after 1918 
were distinct from one another in lan­
guage, culture, social structure and 
character according to the six separate 
historical, political and cultural re­
gions of their origin. The creation of 
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes in 1918, after World War I, 
brought together in one political unit 
rwo distinct groups of Jews: the Se­
phardim of the former Ottoman terri­
tories and the Ashkenazim of the 
former Hapsburg lands. 

The largest Jewish communities are 
in the capital, Belgrade (over 1,600), 
Zagreb (about 1,400), Sarajevo 
(1,100). 

Jewish life is centered in the Jewish 
communities which carry out all Jew­
ish activities: kindergarten, youth club, 
cultural and religious activity, com­
munal and social work, old age homes, 
chevra.kadisha, the care of cemeteries 
and monuments. 

The central organization is the Fed· 
eration of Jewish Communities, which 
has been an affiliate of the World Jew­
ish Congress since Congress was 
founded in 1936. 

Every year the Federation convenes 
a conference of all the communities to 
pass decisions on questions of policy 
and finance. The Executive Commit· 
tee consisting of 14 members resides 
in Belgrade and is in charge of day-to· 
day operations. fo addition there are 
delegates from ten provincial com­
munities. The presidents of the largest 
communities (Belgrade, Zagreb and 
Sarajevo) are vice-presidents of the 
Executive Committee. 

The Yugoslav community is homo­
geneous, without differences or con· 
flicts berween Ashkenazim and Sep­
hardim (their number is about equal). 
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This is chiefly because religion and 
rituals do not play the most important 
role in the community. 

The number of mixed marriages is 
high, but there is an interesting phe­
nomenon: as a rule, both the non­
Jewish and the Jewish spouse partici­
pate in Jewish activities. This also 
holds good for the children of mixed 
marriage who can share everything 
offered the children of)ewish parents, 
so that many of them are active in 
Jewish life. 

The education of children and youth 
is shaped to suit local conditions. 
There are no regular Jewish studies 
but in two kindergartens (in Belgrade 
and Zagreb) and nine youth clubs Jew­
ish culture and heritage are the topics 
of lectures, and Hebrew is taught. ln 
addition the youth meets in one or the 
other locality for a few days twice a 
year for summer and winter seminars. 
There is also a community holiday 
resort where Jewish cultural programs 
and folklore are always the central 
feature. 

Due to general circumstances, the 
Yugoslav Jewish community is a secu­
lar one, which opted to be Jewish by 
ethnic origin. For this reason, perfor­
mances on Hanukah, Purim, etc., the 
concerts of the two Jewish choirs (of 
Belgrade and Zagreb), and of the Man­
dolin Orchestra, and lectures are always 
well attended. 

There are libraries in nine commun-

ities. In Belgrade there are the Jewish 
Historical Museum, the Historical 
Archives and a well equipped Judaica 
library. Zagreb, too, has such a library. 

The Federation publishes The Jew­
ish Review and the youth periodical, 
Kadima. Every rwo years the Jewish 
Almanac is published, while ]ewi5h 
Sncdies, containing historical material, 
is published periodically. A Jewish 
calendar is published by the Federa­
tion every year. Books on Jewish his­
tory and literature are translated and 
published in Serbo-Croat. 

Religious services are conducted by 
a rabbi and a number of lay readers. In 
every community there is a committee 
catering to religious needs. 

Industrial and · commercial enter­
prises in Yugoslavia are publicy owned 
which means that personal wealth is 
virtually non-e.xistent. Real estate can­
not be a source of income; one person 

cannot own more than two apart­
ments. However, since the Jews are 
mostly in the liberal professions, trade, 
the arts, they enjoy a relatively high 
standard of living. 

Anti-Semitism is felt only sporadi­
cally, without taking dramatic forms 
of using violent methods. Manifesta­
tions of anti-Semitism, written or 
spoken, are regarded by the state 
authorities as criminal offences. Rela­
tions with Israel are good. There are 
special campaigns to collect funds for 
Israel. Aliya is free. Whoever wishes 
to emigrate can do so at any time and 
can take with him his movable prop­
erty. This has been the practice since 
1948. 

The members make voluntary con­
tributions to cover the needs of the 
communities. These funds are, how­
ever, insufficent and the communities 
have to rely on outside help. 0 

WJC AT ZIONIST CONGRESS 

The WJC delegation at the 30th 
Zionist Congress held in Jerusalem in 
December consisted of WJC Presi­
dent Edgar M. Bronfman; Dr. Zalman 
Abramov, chairman, Israel Branch; 
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner, secretary­
general, WJC; Mr. Israel Singer, 
executive director, WJC; Dr. Natan 
Lerner, director, Israel Branch. 

Mr. Bronfman's address to the 
Congress plenary attracted wide at­
tention. Its substance appeared in the 
Jerusalem Post of December 27, 1982, 
as an article, which is reprinted in this 
issue of News & Views. 

In his speech to the plenary, Israel 
Singer, who in an interview with 
Congress News was described as a 
"fiery and polished speaker," deplored 

making the fight against anti-Semitism 
the only goal of Zionism. "Anti­
Semitism," he charged, "is being used 
at this Congress to fill an ideological 
void. The fight against it is being 
offered as an example of the dyna­
mism of Zionism but it is an ex.ample 
of its ideological vacuousness. There­
fore, this Congress has been alter­
nately vacuous and a kind of celebra­
tion of anti-Semitism. I refuse to 
accept, in exchange for asserting the 
positive vision of Zionism and Juda­
ism, the seeking of comfort in our 
previous discomfort." 

He continued: "Instead of wasting 
rime denying slanderous charges by 
the U.N. which cost them millions to 
propound and all our energy co refute, 
why don't we, for example, remind 
that body that it costs only six cents 
to inoculate one child against disease. 
Instead, we strike defensive postures 
and protest, 'But the bad things you 
say about us are not true. They are 
not true.'" 

The greatness of]udaism, Mr. Sin­
ger said, was its particularity and uni­
versality. "We were the people of the 
dream. Today we are the people of 
the nightmare." 
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Experts Conference on Soviet Jewry Today 
Leading experts in Soviet studies 

from Israel, the U .S.A., Canada, 
France, Germany and Great Britain 
discussed Soviet policies affecting the 
Jews of the U.S.S.R. at a conference 
organized by the Institute of Jewish 
Affairs (the WJC's London-based re· 
search arm) and the Israel-Diaspora 
Institute (Tel Aviv) at the London 
School of Economics from 4-6 Janu· 
ary 1983. The venture also enjoyed 
the support of the Theodor Herzl 
Institute in New York. 

Dr. Stephen J. Roth, Director of 
the IJA, said, "The purpose of the 
conference was to analyze the various 
elements in Soviet policies that- be· 
yond the aspect of anti-Jewish pre· 
judice-may have an effect on the 
treatment of the Jewish minoriry in 
the U.S.S.R. 11 Emphasizing the 
uniqueness of the occasion, Professor 
Y oram Dinstein, Rector of Tel Aviv 
University, speaking at a reception 
for participants and invited guests, 
declared that this was" the first schol· 
arty conference on the situation of 
Soviet Jews called since the large 
immigration began at the beginning of 
the 1970s. The intention is to con· 

duct a complete reappraisal of the 
whole position." 

Important conclusions 
Foreign policy considerations, 

notably relations with the Western 
world and in particular with the 
U.S.A., were, in the view of the 
experts, one of the factors strongly 
influencing Soviet policies towards 
the Jews. Relaxation of the controls 
on emigration, which had virtually 
come to a halt, was largely dependent 
on a reversal in the recent deteriora· 
tion in relations between the Soviet 
Union and the West. According to 
Dr. Dinstein, the number of Soviet 
Jews denied visas to emigrate had for 
years hovered around 2,000, but had 
now shot up to 8,000 and "the real 
total could be twice as high." 

The hope was expressed that the 
Western powers will bear this in 
mind and strongly support, in their 
contacts with the U.S.S.R., the human 
rights considerations underlying the 
problems of Soviet Jewry. 

Another aspect which particularly 
affects the issue of Jewish culture in 
the U.S.S.R., is the U.S.S.R.'s gen· 

Pictured at the Experts' Conference on Soviet Jewry Today held in London 
January4-6, 1983, Lto R:Mr. Jacque11 Torc:tyner, Prof.J.Spence, Prof. R.. Pipes, 
Dr. S.Z. Abramov (in the Chair). Prof. L.B. Schapiro, Dr. H. Adomeit, Dr. S.J. 
Roth. 

. - . 
Participants in the Experts' Conference on Soviet Jewry Today, L to R: Dr. 
Jeremy A:trael, Prof. Helene Carrere·d'Encausse, Prof. S. Ettinger. 
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eral policies on nationality and reli­
gion. In this connection the speech of 
the new Soviet leader, Yuri Andra• 
pov, on the occasion of the 60th 
Anniversary of the U .S.S.R., was 
closely analyzed. In addition to 
statements on disarmament, widely 
reported in the world press, the 
speech also contained important ref· 
erences to "fusion" of nationalities 
and the need "to get rid of all that is 
antiquated and which goes against the 
norms of Soviet communal life, 
Socialist morality and our Commu· 
nist ideals." The Conference felt that 
this statement might portend less 
sympathy and possibly worse treat· 
ment, for instance, of religion and 
adherance to tradition. Andropov's 
reference to nationality policies and 
fusion was seen as indicating stronger 
assimilatory tendencies. 

The Conference urged that in any 
event the question of Jewish national· 
iry rights in the U .S.S.R without dis· 
crimination should continue to be 
strongly pursued. 

It urged the IJA and the Tel Aviv 
Institute to pay special attention to 
the influence on Soviet policies of the 
40 million strong Muslim minorities 
in the U.S.S.R. 

Scholarly analyses 
The present situation of Soviet Jew· 

ry was outlined by Professor Shmuel 
Ettinger (Jerusalem), Mr. Zvi Nezer 
(Tel Aviv)and Dr. Lukasz Hirszowicz 
(IJA London). Apart from providing 
a general overview, the speakers pres· 
ented the most up-to-date informa· 
tion on emigration and discrimina· 
tion against Jews, particularly in high­
er education. Moving on to recent 
developments in the U .S.S.R. and 
their impact on the Jewish issue, pap· 
ers were presented by Dr. Jeremy R. 
Azrael (Washington), Professor Alec 
Nave (Glasgow) and by the Academic 
Chairman of the Conference Profes· 
sor Leonard B. Schapiro CBE (Lon· 
don). These covered internal trends 
in Soviet sociery, the Soviet economic 
situation and the changes in Soviet 
leadership. 



Soviet relations with the non-Com­
munist world were discussed on the 
second day following presentations 
by Professor Richard Pipes (Harvard), 
Dr. Hannes Adomeit (Ebenhausen, 
West Germany), Dr. Michael Leifer 
(London) and Professor Jack Spence 
(Leicester). Professor Pipes, until re­
cently adviser on Soviet Affairs in 
President Reagan's National Security 
Council, explained in detail current 
U.S. policy towards the Soviets. 

The relationship between Soviet 
policy on nationalities and religion 
and the position of the Jewish minor­
ity is seen as especially important for 
the future of the Soviet Jewish com­
munity. Professor John Armstrong 
(Madison) spoke on nationality poli­
cies, Dr. Philip Walters (Keston) on 
Soviet policy on religion, Professor 
Zvi Gitelman (Ann Arbor) on the 
abridgement of the rights of Jews in 
the fields of nationality, culture and 
religion and Professor Helene Car­
rere-D'Enca usse (Paris) on the case of 
the Islamic minorities. 

The Middle East dimension was 
discussed on the basis of papers by 
Dr. Amnon Sella (Jerusalem) on the 
Soviet attitude to the Middle East and 
by Dr. Yaacov Ro'i (Tel Aviv) on 
Soviet-Israeli relations. The discus­
sion tended to indicate that there was 
little evidence of the Middle East 
issue influencing Soviet policy 
towards Jewish minority. 

The legal aspects of Soviet policies 
were analyzed by Professor Butler 
(London) and Professor Ivo Lapenna 
{Loridon) who spoke on develop­
ments in domestic legislation of the 
U.S.S.R. and by Professor Yoram 
Dinstein (Tel Aviv) who dealt with 
the international legal obligations of 
the Soviet Union. 

Chairing the sessions were: Profes­
sor Leonard B. Schapiro CBE, Pro­
fessor Chimen Abramsky, Dr. Zal­
man Abramov, Mr. Jacques Tor­
czyner, Professor Irwin COtler and 
Lord Lloyd of Hampstead. __ 

The Conference urged that the 
papers and a summary of the proceed­
ings be published. The participants 
agreed on the success of the confer­
ence and recommended it should be 
repeated before long. D 

Edgar M. Bronfman continued from page 3 

sive. Not that we do not have enemies-and not just in the Arab world. There is, 
above all the deplorable condition of two million Soviet Jews. 

From our new position of strength, we must ask how we can be peacemakers, 
and an inspiration to the world, not just successful warriors. How we can restore 
our reputation for helping other minorities who have shared our Jewish expe­
rience of oppression? 

For two millennia, we fought for freedoms, including the freedom of expres­
sion. Should we not question the censoring of speech in the territories, even if it 
is polemical and behind it may be the aim to destroy? Are we not in danger of a 
more fundamental destruction by denying those basic freedoms to anyone? 

THE TIES between Israel and the Jews of the Diaspora-as permanent as 
they are-are ~ore strained today than at any time in the history of the Jewish 
state. To deny this is to bury our heads in the sand, thus leaving our backs 
exposed. 

The reality remains; the strains result from deep differences. While we may be 
gaining land for Jews, we are in danger of diminishing our own proud Jewish 
values, and, as a result, our Jewish position in the world. 

Perhaps we have always set our sights too high. Perhaps we Jews ask too much 
of ourselves, and no doubt Diaspora Jews ask too much of Israel and Israelis. But 
I remain deeply moved by the thought expressed by Minis~er of Education 
Zevulun Hammer that "there cannot be a holy land without a holy people." 

We can choose to dismiss these questions. But I believe that if we do, we will 
be doing the State of Israel and the Jew~sh people a great disservice. 

Red Cross & the Magen David Adorn concinued from page 4 

present circumstances, we must real­
ize that it may seem discriminatory to 
some and contrary to our principles 
that the Magen David Adorn is not 
recogniz.ed. Indeed, that Society is a 
member State of the international 
community which has signed and rat­
ified the Geneva Conventions of 1949 
and which has not been spared by 
conflict, that Society . . . is not a 
member of our movement because at 
least part· of its people feel they can­
not identify with the emblem we like 
to consider and actually call univer­
sal. Our movement does not serve the 
interests of any one State or people, 

but those of suffering human beings. 
It therefore should be present in all 
countries and benefit all mankind." 

Thus, while Mr. Hay's courageous 
remarks do not change the continuing 
unsatisfactory situation with regard 
to the Magen David Adorn Society, 
they do give notice that the ICRC 
does not consider the present situa­
tion as acceptable and it will continue 
to search for ways and means of 
remedying it. In the meantime vigor­
ous efforts will continue to arrive at 
an improved and more effective 
working relationship between the 
MDA and the Red Cross movement. 

A view of som.e of the guests at the dinner in Mexico City, hosted by the Comiti 
Central Israehta de Mexico. 
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At the luncheon of the American Section of the WJC on January 19, 1983, the 
Hon. Elliott Abrams, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Affairs, addressing the guests. Seated L to R: Rabbi Arthur 
Hertzberg (vice president, WJC), Rabbi Arthur Schneier (chairman of the 
Section), Israel Singer (executive director, WJC), Elan Steinberg (acting direc­
tor of the Section). (Photo by Bill Figueroa) 

The Hon. Elliott Abrams, U.S. ing the meeting extensive coverage. 
Assistant Secretary of State for Mr. Abrams said the Reagan Ad-
Human Rights, spoke on "American ministration believed the world to be 
Policy and Direction in Human an exceedingly dangerous place while 
Rights" at a meeting of the American the Administration's critics did not 
Section of the World Jewish Con· seem to. "Consequently," he con-
gress, held on January 19 at the City tinued, "we are at great pains to 
University Grad~te Center, New implement an effective human rights 
York. Rabbi Arthur Schneier, chair· policy which will not add to the 
man of the Section, presided. dangers already besetting us, but will 

The session highlighted the con- instead advance our interest in expan· 
tinuing discussion within the Jewish sion of liberty throughout the world. 
community as to whether the Reagan This does not mean we are less serious 
Administration has diluted the strong in our dedication to human rights; on 
public h~man rights policy of the the contrary, it means we are more 
Carter Administration. serious, for we are more realistic 

The meeting attracted a large aud- about the world in which we live." 
ience which included several promi· Stating the goals of human rights 
nent Jewish leaders from outside the policy, Mr. Abrams emphasized, was 
WJC's immediate constituency and easy, but a strategy for achieving them 
also received wide media attention, was difficult to create. Tactics that 
the New York Times in particular giv- worked in one country might not 

Above, some of the delegates at the Branch meeting in Mexico City. 
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help much in another. Quiet diplo­
matic pressure might get people re­
leased or a newspaper reopened when 
a public attack would not. 

Liberty and democracy and human 
rights had enemies, he stated. They 
had identified the United States and 
its friends as their enemies, standing 
between them and the power they 
sought, "On this point, Jews have a 
special insight. We know that the 
term 'enemy' is not a metaphor. We 
know that it is possible to be consi­
dered an enemy by people with whom · 
one does not seek a quarrel. We 
know that seeking peace does not 
mean you will be left in peace. And 
we know that a failure to confront 
these realities can lead to tragedy." 

The most important assumption 
binding the Cubans, the Vietnamese, 
the Sandinistas, the P.L.O. and the 
Soviets together was the theme that 
the U.S. was the incarnation of evil, 
the enemy of mankind. The second 
assumption was that the nations and 
groups associated with the U .S. were 
equally wicked, equally the enemies 
of mankind. These forces were 
grouped together in a kind of unholy 
Trinity-the Trinity known as Impe· 
rialism, Zionism and Colonialism. 

· In a formal response to Mr. Ab-
rams 's speech, Rabbi Arthur Hertz· 
berg, a vice president of the WJC, 
said the Reagan Administration's 
human rights policy was character· 
ized by a kind of Manichaeism. It 
divided governments into the evil and 
the good. He contended that the Uni· 
ted States was now telling foreign 
governments: "If you are for us, all 
your sins will be forgiven. lf you are 
not, we will point out every one of 
your human rights violations and 
beat up on you." He said he was 
"frightened to the vary marrow of my 
bones" by the Administration's ap· 
proach to human rights, and was 
especially critical of recent United 
States overtures to Guatemala which 
he called "a charnel house." 

Mr. Abrams and Rabbi Hertzberg 
both answered questions from mem· 
bers of the audience. 0 

\ . 



AUSTRALIA 
Mr. Isi Leibler of Melbourne has 

been elected president of the Execu­
tive Council of Australian Jewry, ~ 
member organization of the WJC. Mr. 
Leibler has previously held the posi­
tion which rotates every two years 
between Melbourne and Sydney. He 
is also chairman of the Asia Pacific 
Association which includes among its 
members such communities as those 
of Hong Kong, India, Taipei, Philip­
pines, Singapore and Taiwan. 

EUROPE 
At a recent international colloquium 

on Work, Religion and Culture, held 
at the International Labor Office in 
Geneva, the Jewish approach to work 
was the subject of a paper by Professor 
Jean Halperi·n, consultant to the WJC, 
Geneva, which attracted much atten­
tion. Other papers were delivered on 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Catholi­
cism, Protestantism and the Greek 
Orthodox Tradition. 

The colloquium was organized by 
the International Institute for Labor 
Studies, together with the Jacques 
Maritain International Institute in 
Rome and the Centre Catholique 
d'Etudes in Geneva. 

WJC BLOCKS ANTI-ISRAEL 
MOVE IN NGO BODY 

At a meeting of the Board of the 
Conference of NGO's in consultative 
status with ECOSOC in November 
1982, Dr. Gerhart M. Riegnerstrongly 
opposed an attempt to involve the 
NGO Conference in the preparations 
for the U.N. International Confer­
ence on the Rights of the Palestinians 
which will -take place at Unesco in 
Paris in August 1983. 

Dr. Riegner argued that the Board 
should deal with matters that unite 
NGO's and not with those that qivide 
them. The Board had the right to 
review all U.N. conferences but was 
under no obligation to deal with each 
of them. 

It was accordingly agreed that the 
Board of the NGO Conference would 
not consider questions relating to. 
NGO's participation in the Paris 
meeting. 
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In December, American Jewish leaders met in New York with West Germany's 
newly-elected Chancellor Helmut Kohl (shown at left, with hand upraised). 
Also pictured above: Israel Singer, W)Cexecutive director (seated at far end to 
the left, facing camera); and Rabbi Arthur Schneier, chairman of the American 
Sectio~ {seated at far end of table to the right). 

FRANCE 
• Under the auspices of the French 
Section of the WJC a seminar was 
held iil Strasbo\lrg on December 4 
and 5 for presidents and other leaders 
of the communities of Eastern France. 
The 60 persons present came from 13 
communities and the discussions dealt 
primarily with the various forms of 
anti-Semitic terrorism and how to 
respond to them. 

• Senator Michel Dreyfus-Schmidt, 
president of the French Section, spoke 
in Lille recently on current Jewish 
events in France and elsewhere. Dur­
ing his stay in Lille, a reception was 
given in his honor by the Prime Min­
ister of France, Pierre Mauroy, and 
the mayor of the city. 

• Gallimard has just published, in 
its "ldees" series, a pocket book edi­
tion of t.he proceedings of the 22nd 
colloque of French Jewish intellectu­
als on "The Bible Today" held in 
Paris November 28-30, 1981, under 
the auspices of the French Section of 
the World Jewish Congress. 

It is the tenth such annual volume 
on these colloques. The volume pub­
lished at the end of 1981 on the 20th 
colloque on "Politics and Religion" 
sold very well in 1982. 

The next colloque is scheduled for · 
April 24 and 25, 1983, in Paris. 

LATIN AMERICA 
e The main synagogue of Lima, 
Peru, was the object of an attack in 
December, 1982. Fortunately there 
were no victims. The Asociacion Judia 
del Peru (the representative body of 
Peruvian Jewry} condemned the attack 
in a forceful communique, whose 
fourth point reads as follows: "The 
establishment in our country of an 
office of the Palestinian terrorist or­
ganization, the P.L.0.-which has a 
cruel record of terrorists acts in the 
Middle East, Europe and Latin Amer­
ica-has been accompanied by the 
spreaqing of distressing propaganda, 
filled with hate and anti-Semitism 
and fomenting acts of violence. Equal 
responsibility is borne by certain sec­
tors of the press in this country, 
which have contributed to the exac­
erbation of anti-Jewish feeling." 

Peruvian President Belaunde Terry 
gave assurances that the matter would 
be investigted. (About 5,000 Jews 
live in Peru, which is the only country 
in South America that officially allows 
a P.L.0. office.) 
• A feeling of insecurity has over­
taken the small Jewish community of 
Bolivia in the light of the friendly rela­
tions begun with the P.L.O. by the 
new Siles Zuazo government. The 
Circulo lsraelita, the main Jewish 
institution ·of La Paz, has made its 
concern known to authorities of the 
Senate and the Chamber of Deputies. 
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NEWS: Around the World 
ISRAEL 

• WJC President Edgar M. Bronf· 
man was the guest of honor at a lun· 
cheon given by the Israeli Branch to 
him and the other WJC officials 
attending the Zionist Congress. At 
the lunch, chaired by Dr. Zalrnan 
Abramov, Mr. Bronfman referred to 
the main problems on the agenda of 
the WJC, and particularly to the rea· 
sons which induced him co postpone 
his recently planned trip to the Soviet 
Union. The president stressed that 
the WJC policy is not to maintain any 

relationship with the P.L.O. He com· 
mented on the Ethiopian offer co 
permit visits to the Falasha commun­
ity, and referred to the forthcoming 
meeting of the Governing Board of 
the World Jewish Congress and the 
main items on the agenda. Mr. Bronf· 
man and the WJC Executive Director 
Israel Singer responded to questions. 

• Dr. and Mrs. Zalman Abramov 
gave a reception at their home in Jer­
sualem in honor of WJC personalities 

WJC Delegation Visits th e Falash as 
Following the visit to Ethiopia of a 

delegation from the Israeli Branch of 
the World Jewish Congress, Mr. Mor­
decai Ben-Porat, Minister without 
Portfolio, has reported that the Fala· 
shas, the black Jews of Ethiopia, are 
not being allowed to leave the coun­
try and urgently need Hebrew books 
and religious appurtenances. 

The visit was arranged after the 
Addis Ababa authorities invited out­
siders last month to study their claim 
that there was no discrimination 
against the Falashas. 

Earlier last month, Mr. Michael 
Corinaldi, the chairman of a self· 
appointed public committee for Eth· 

iopian Jewry in Israel, alleged that 
there had been a cover up of the plight 
of Falashas in Ethiopia and nearby 
refugee camps. 

In his report, Mr. Ben-Porat de­
clined to give more details about the 
conclusions of the visiting team. 

Mr. Ben-Porat also met about 20 
leaders of approximately 1,500 Fala­
shas now living in Israel, who are 
campaigning for the right of the 28,000 
members of the Ethiopian commun­
ity to emigrate. 

This has led to the Israeli Govern· 
ment's decision to establish a Public 
Council for Ethiopian Jewry. 

from abroad who were itklsrael at· 
tending the Zionist Congress. 

• While in Jerusalem for the Zion· 
ist Congress, the Secretary-General 
of the WJC, Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner, 
attended meetings of Beth Hatefut· 
soth, the International Centre for the 
University Teaching ofJewish Civili­
zation and Yad Vashem. Dr. Stephen 
J. Roth, Director of the Institute of 
Jewish Affairs, a delegate to the Zion· 
ist Congress, spoke at the Beth Hate· 
futsoth Symposium on Anti-Semit­
ism, and at Yad Vashem. 

• lnhak Harkavi, WJC honorary 
consultant for Cultural Affairs, was 
one of the speakers at a conference 
devoted to the memory of Janusz 
Korczak which took place at "Mas­
sua," Center for Holocaust Studies, 
on December 14. 

• Organized jointly by the Israeli 
Section of the WJC and the World 
Hebraist Organization, a memorial 
meeting for Professor Arye T artak· 
ower was held on December 20 in the 
Weizmann Hall of the Jewish Agency. 
The former Chairman of the WJC 
Israeli Branch was eulogized by Avra· 
ham Schenker and ltzhak Harkavi. 

• Ata Luncheon meeting on January 
10, the first meeting was held of the 
reconstructed Advisory Council of 
the World Jewish Congress in Israel. 

1------------------ --- - ------ -----1· The previous body, composed of 

~-

jj . ~ •'. ii~~· 
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On December 2 ~, 1982, Mr. Michael Berlin, chief U :N. and diplomatic cones­
pondent, Washington Post/NY Post, addressed the International Affairs 
Committee of the North American Branch on the subject, "The United Nations 
and Embassy Row: An Insider~& View." Above, Lto R: Mr. Berlin, Mrs. Bernice 
Tannenbaum (chairman of the Committee), Rabbi Arthur Schneier (chairman 
of the American Section), Mr. Elan Steinberg deputy director, North American 
Branch). 

about 100 persons prominent in the 
academic, intellectual and political 
life of Israel had proved too unwieldy 
to function properly. The reconsti· 
tuted council will be limited to 15 -20 
members. 

Those at the luncheon included 
Professors Natan Rotenstreich, Ema­
nuel Rackman, Hans Klinghofer, Yeri· 
mahu Beranover, Chava Lazarus Jaffe, 
Shmariahu Talrnon, Mr. Abram Har· 
man and Dr. Andre Chouraqui. Pro­
fessors Uriel Tal, Yehuda Bauer, 
Y oram Dinstein and Daniel Carpi, 
and Judge Haim Cohn have agreed to 
join the Council but could not attend 
the first meeting which was chaired 
by Dr. Zalman Abramov. 
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to 
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subject 

February 16_, 1983 

Rabbi· A. James Rudin 

· Zachariah Shuster 

The program you outlined for the group of German visitors in April 
is exce11ent and satisfies the niain purpose of the visit, namely, 
to familiarize· themselves in the major structures and institutions 
of the Jewish colTITlunity in the U.S. 

It ~ccurr~d to me, however, that this would be a good opportunity 
for .~:ierkans - including staff, lay leaders,-in.vited leaders of 
other organizations, Jewish and non-Jewish, to get a first-hand 
impress.ion of the present situation in Germany. 

The reason I'm suggesting this is that Germany is appearing again 
as a major factor· on th·e world scene because of the fol lowing 
developments: (a) it· plays a crucial role in current East-West 
negotiations; (b) the visitors will arrive soon after the important 
Bundestag elections which are to take place· on March 16; (c) the 
growth of the Green Movement which may decide the outcome of the 

· Bundestag elections and may be significant for developments all over 
Europe;· (d) our own cooperative effort with German institutions 
for Christian-Jewish relations. · 

A se~sion devoted to these subjects, even in an overview way 
would, I be1ieve, be very instructive. The question is time, but 
I think the subjects are of real importance, otherwise it will 
become a one-sided encounter • 

ZS:RPR 
. /~ 

cc: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
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The GAmerican c:Jewish.Committee 
European Office · 4, nre de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Parts : Tel 522-92~ lftd 387-3839 

illlVU E. RIX, Earape111 II~ 

February 24, 1983 

MEMORANDUM 

To: ·Foreign Affairs Department 

From: Nives ·rox 

Subj: .Iraq 

Both confirm our old and fairly steady figure of 200 t o a maximum 
of 250, more likely 220 Jews in the country. Other than some 
eight to ;en persons in Basra and two families totaling some 15 
persons in Hit · (in Western part of Iraq) the Jews live in B~ghdad. 

A good half are quite well off and the poor, sick, old . or unemployed 
are helped by the community with regular pensions and any addit~pnal ·. 
necessary care. The president now is Mr. Naji Elias. 

But for the fact that they cannot ~eave, all goes well enough for 
Iraqi Jews. Not leaving, however, applies to everyone since the 
war with Iran. Misery with company and almost no exceptions becomes 
almost tolerable; and Mr. Basri (the former president of the commu­
nity, now in L~ndon, but in regular contact with Iraq) assures me 
that ther~ are no specific Jewish problems. 

The one Jewish exception in departures, some four or five months ago, 
was that of Mr. Abdallah Obadia and his wife, who were permitted to 
leave, to sell whatever they owned and to take out their money. The 
major reason for this special case, I understand, is that Mr. Obadia, 
a former mathematics professor at the ·university, found that .most 
officials in the government were former students and knew . him well. 
In addition he is quite old, in his mid-seventies, and it is pro- · 
bable that no reasonable reason to refuse him permission to join his 
children, who had left some time ago for Canada, could be found. 
Ali the family is now in Montreal. · 

Jews are permitted to sell property and rea+ estate brings truly , stag­
gering prices: an average hou~e equal~ riches, ftom 800,000 to a 
million and a half dollars or more. Moreover, while before the 
money from sales had to be deposited in banks, sub ject to close 

MAYNARD I. WISHNEA. Pnisidelll • ti DONALD fwlSTEIN, Executive Y~ent 
HOWARD I. ffllEDMAH. Chairman, 8o11d of 6avemors • TliEODORE ELUNDFf. Cllaimun, National Executive Council a ROBERT L PELZ. Chlirmln, Bosrd of Trust!es t1 

E. ROBERT 6000KIND. Trm11rer t1 MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary t1 ELAINE PETSCHEK. Assoc:ia!B Treasutef • AlfRED H. MllSES, Cheirman, Em:utive Commilllle a 
Honoraiy l'lesidents: MORRIS 8. ABRAM. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, EIMER l. WINTER. o Honorary Vi~esldents: NATHAN APPlEMAN. MARTIN GANG, 
RUTH R. GODDARD. ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WIWAM ROSENWALD 11 . MAX M. FISHER. Honorery Chairman, National Executiw Council • MAURICE 6UNERT. Honorary Treimrrer • 
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Cleveland; RITA E. HAUSER, New Voit: HARRIS l. KEMPNER, JR .. Geivestvn; JOHN 0. LEVY. St. Lauis: HAMILTON M. LOEB, JR .. New Yorll; LEON RABIN, Oellas; GORDON S. ROSENBUJM, Dennr; 
JOHN H. STEINHART, San Francisco • 
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superv1siob by the authorities, with limited monthly wit)drawals, 
this has now become much more free. 

An ·incredible story of financial settlement by the g~vernment also 
is recounted. After thirty years of trying to claim money from 
the est,te of the important Ezr~ Daniel family (Ezra Daniel was 
a member of the Senate) a surviving distant relative receiyed 
600,00b Iraqi dinars (over a million English pound~ and more than · 
a million and a half dollars) and was told that another million will 
be paid to him in due course. 

There are veiy few young people amoQg the Jewish pop~lation -- p'r~ 
haps one or two at the University and iittle more in the lower grades. 
Of course, all the schools are run by the government. Jobs too, 
are available. 

It is assumed that some Iraqi Jews might like to leave; but most, real­
ly, would like at least to come out for a visit. According to our . 
friends a few persons have been allowed to come out -~ for business 
or health -- but only when the authorities were fully satisfied of 
their return. Among these th~re were no Jews. however, ·th~ soie 
exception i~ the last two years being Mr. and Mrs. Obadia . 

Iraq todai is a financially ruirted Land, its reserves of some 25,000 · 
miLlion before the war with Iran now gone. The war drags on, seeming­
ly bogged down to set positions now. To date, however, this situation 
has not brought about any vengeful acts against Jews or, for that 
matter, against other religious minorities.· 

Questions concernLng the 65 year old lady in difficulties coul~ not 
be answered. Nobody heard o~ anything resembling this limited bit 
of information; and I could supply no more. ·If you learn the name 

. and some details about the "difficulties" I will be - glad to try again. 

It 11"11 fl fl 



.• TALK r'OR 'rnE OiICAGO f:OA.lW OF RABBIS 
AND THE 

JEW"ISH FEDEAATIOO OF METRJPOLITk~ QUCAGO 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 

. March 7, 1983 

My dear brothers aTX3 sisters of the Olicago Board of Ra....~is am the Jewish 

Fede~ation of Chicago! 

I an grateful for your kin::l and thoughtful invitation. I am very happy to be 

with you this after:n:x:m. From the very first rroment that you i~1vi.ted me, I have 

looked forward to this encounter. My only regret is that because of the extra::>rdinarily 

heavy schedule of my first six rronths in Olicago, it has .taken so long to get.. together .. 

with you. 

I wish first to address you very personally. I wish to greet you ·in the sane 

wey that I greeted my brother priests of the Archdioce~e on the evening before my 

official installat"ion. I come ~o you as your brother, Joseph. I come to you as a 

friend, s~il'l3 the wannth, understarrling ~ support. of your friendship. I ask . .. ... 

~ t6: a~pt my".pr~sence arong you as a sign of. ~e great· respect arrl affection · I 

have for you, a00 as a pledge of w.::r continued preyers end suPfX:>rt for you in the future • 

. . 
It is significant, I believe, that olir first meeti03 should take place duri~ 

the year marking the 20th anniversary of the beginning of the ~I Vatican Council. 

From the Catholic perspective, the Council was the turni03 i:oint in Catholic-Jewish 

relations because froi~ the Council ca:te N;)s~ra Aetate. In that historic doclmlent, 

the Council f~thers reviewed- the elemen~s of our cormon heritage, called for a mutual 

understanding of and respect for our respective religious traditions, univocally 

stated that in ro wey could the Jewish people be held accountable for the death of 

Christ, and deplored "t..l-ie hatred, per~ecutions an1 displays of anti-Semitism directed 

CJ3ainst the Jews at any time arrl fran a1T:f source." (No. 4) 'lhe Council 9a-o1e impetus 

to a dialogue w'hich has taken place at the local, national and international levels. 

, 
' 
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In the United States, Catholics an::3 Jews have worked together rrore than in aey other 

rountry. 'lbere exists today a net"'10rk of close, cooperative rontacts between Jewish 

an::3 Catholic representatives who can be called on in rroments of crisis an::3 need on 

both sides. .Admittedly, this dialogue has not eliminated all tensions. Nonetheless, 

there have been ex>ntinuif>3 p:::>sitive developnents in Christi~ewish relations and in 

the Catholic Church's appreciation of the Jewish trcrlition. 

In November, 1980, Pope John Paul II stressed the need for this dialogue in a 

talk he gave to the Jewish corrmunity at Mainz, Geonany. "'!be depth and richness of 

our cormon herita:Je," he said, "are revealed to us particularly in friendly dialogue 

airl trustil'>3 ex>llaboration .•• It is rot just a question of correcting· a false religious 

view of the .Jewish people, which in the rourse of history was one of the -causes that 

ront:;:-ibuted to misunderstarxUng and persecution, but arove all of the dialogue between 

the two religions which - with Islam - gcrve the worl~ faith in the one, ineffable God 

who spealcs to us, and which desire to serve him on behalf of the whole world." 

A year and a half later - in Mardi, 1982 - he returned to this theme when he 

addressed delegates of Episcopal Conferences arrl other experts roncerning the Catholic 

Church's relations with .Judaism who were meetil'>3 in Rome. On this occasion he also 

stressed the need for quality in our Of>3oing excharJ3es. "I an happy to know," he said, 

"that ••• you are making many efforts, 'by studying and praying together, to grasp better 

and to formulate nore clearly the often difficult biblical and theological problems 

raised by the progress of.Judaeo-christian dialogue. Imprecision and mediocrity in · 

this !ield do eno?:JOC>us harm to such a dialogue. May God grant that Olrist~ans and 

Jews may hold nore in-depth exchafl3eS based on their own identities, without ever 

allowin] either one or the other side to be obscured, but alwa-.1s seeking truly for 

the will of the God who revealed himself." 
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I wish to personally en::lorse the efforts to prarote better Jewis~ristian 

relations and I.- pray that there might be a greater. level of interaction here in the 

Chicago area. In line with the Holy Father's errphasis on the need for greater mutual 

uooerstan1ing, I will encourage .our educational institutions arx3 programs of the 

Archdiocese to enhance their treatment of Judaism arrl of Jewis~ristian relations 

as a wey of eliminating any · remaining vestiges of anti-Semitism arx3 helping Catholi 

acquire a better understanding of the religious values of the Jewish tradition that 

were so central to the ministry .and teadling of Jesus himself. In th~s connection, 

I an pleased to inform you that our Office of Divine W:>rship recently asked Father 

John Pawlikowski of Catholic 'ltieological Union to write a series of articles in 

Liturgy 80 C?n how Judaism might be presented during our key liturgical seasons. 

I \oiUuld like row to ~dress briefly several areas of particular concern to 

the Jewish coornunity. 

The first, of course, is Israel and its relationship to all the Middle East. 

'ltie volatile situation in the Middle East, constantly shifting and perenially complex, 

has created tensions for everyone. On this particular issue, we are united in many of 

our perspectives, but we also differ on some of them. 

we both agree on the overridirq need for peace. ·The NCCB ~n its 1973 staterrent 

on the Middle East arrl again in ?bvember, 1978, called unequivocally for the recognitio 

of the State of Israel within secure an1 recognized lx>urrlaries as a basic elei-nent of 

any lastin; an1 just peace. - ·1 believe that Catholics generally support Israel and 

have p:>sitive attitudes toward it. Catholics relate sympathetically to Israel as a 

derrocracy in an increasingly totalitarian world. 

Moreover, Catholics are beginning to urrlerstand the religious and cultural \ 

factors which tie all Jews to the land of Israel. , w1latever difficulties we as Olristiaru 

may experience in sharing this view, we must strive to urrlerstarrl this link between 
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la.rrl a.rrl people which has been a central element in the writirgs and worship of Jews 

for t\¥0 millenia. In a 1975 statement cormiem:>rat.ing the 10th anniversary of Nostra 

Aetate, the American bishops affirmed the need for Catholics to be sensitive to this 

p::>int, adding: ."Appreciation of this link is rot to give assent to any particular 

religious interpretation of this txm:3. Nor is this affirmation meant to deny the 

legitimate rights of other parties in the region, or to a::lopt any political stance 

in the controversies over the Middle East ••• " 

In this c:onnection, I "'10uld like to allude to the fact that some members of 

the Jewish corrmunity seem to be makirg the kioo of support of Judaism a~ Israel found 

among certain evangelical groups the barometer for Jewish relations with mainline 

Christian churdles, including the Catholic Church. 'Ibis could create a problem for 

Catholic-Jewish relations. While Catholic theology has come to rec:ognize clearly the 

permanence of the Jewish covenant, arrl while Catholics }Jave grown in their appreciation 
.. . 

of the Jewi~ land tradition as a result of Christian biblical scholarship, Israel will 

never play the kirrl of role in our theology that it does for some of these evangelical 

groups. Hen~, 'Nhile Catholics may retain a strong comnitrnent to Israel, we canoot 

be expected to spealc about this cornnitment in the same theological langucge as they. 

It was because of this sensitivi"ty to the link between land arrl people that we 

quickly expressed disapproval of the 1975 United Nations vote which sought to equate 

Zionism with racism. Speaking as the President of the. NCCB, I stated at the t:ime: 

· "The resolution is unjust. Because of its substantive inadequacy it both 

retarqs the necessary struggle ag"ainst racism in t..'1e \VOrld and opens the 

door to harassment, discrimination arrl denial of basic rights t6 members 
I 

of the '1ewish community throughout the "'10rld." (NC News Service, Nov. 11, 1975) 
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Whil., there is agreement on many elements of the Middle East situation, l 
nonetheless there also exist significant differences. 'Ihis is why there is a 9reat I 
necessity for dialogue on the Middle East and on U.S. policy in the Middle East. We 

enter this dialogue oot only as major religious traditions but also as citizens of thl 
I 

country· with the rrost sig~ificant impact on ·the Middle East. 'lhe Catholic participatfon 
I 

in this dialogue is based on the 1973 _and 1978 statements to which I have alluded, as \ 
·1 

Well as a series of statements dealirg with Lebanon. '!hose statements . call oot only ) 

for a settlement in the Middle East based on the recognition of the right of Israel ' s / 
- I 

1 

secure existence, but also the right of Palestinians to a homeland. 'lhat is oot all / 

of our position because the issues thewselves are so conplex, but I am highlighting j l 

these two points to irrlicate that there are significant differences anorg us. 

Other iss·ues, for exarrple, would include Israeli and other forces in Lebanon, 

as Well as the status of occupied territories and this, of course, inc1u9es diseussion 

of the question of .;rerusalem. Obviously, the American bishops are much influenced on 

this latter point by the position of the Holy See. We have to discuss our differences 

among ourselves and at the same time ccx::>perate to shape· U.S. policy in the direction 

of a lorg-term, stable and just resolution of the Middle East situation. 'ibis 

dialogue will test both our religious vision and the moral vision we brirg to the 

public debate in the U.S., but I am convinced that We serve religion and society 

best by actively participati03 in the public dialogue • 

. I take this occasion to carmend the quality and sincerity of the official\ 

Israeli report on the Beirut camp massacres. In this connection, I canoot fail to \ 
I 

mention that there was also Christian involvement in this tragedy since ·meiT.bers of j 
. I 

our . faith corrmunity were the actual killers. 

I an also sensitive to the displeasure of the Jewish comnunity over the Holy 
, 

Father's meetirg with Yasser Arafat. We are faced here with _differing perspectives 
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on this visit in the Catholic and Jewish communities. '!he Catholic oommuni~ty 

generally sees such visits by the Holy Father as pastoral efforts at reconc:ilia:.io1:-.. 

'Ihe Papacy has a tradition of talking with various "'10rld lea:3ers. 'Ihe Pope~ hare 

met with lecrlers of the Soviet Union arrl Polarrl; in recent days Pope John P~aul ll 

met with those of Nicaragua, El Salvcdor and Guatemala. Certainly such m~ti?J3S 

in ro wey constitute ~ errlorsement of their fundamental policies. M::>reov~r, I 

have reason to believe tl?at when the Pope did meet with Arafat he urged hinli ·to 

recognize Israel arrl to abandon terrorism. 

I can urrlerstam, however, how Jews in light of the PLO' s past recorrd of 

terrorism, might fear that this visit \o.Ould be perceived as a toleration, i.'.f not 

acceptance, of terrorism even though this was certainly rot the Holy See's :intention. 

As a matter of fact, a number of Catholics communicated their reservations about the 

visit. At the sane time, camor also prompts me to express sane \o.OooeDnent aboat 

statements made by a few Jewish leaders at the time of the visit. '.Ibese statements, 

made at a time of great enotion, seemed to irrply Omrch .i,nvolvernent in the Eolocaust 

arrl were perceived by many as a personal attack on the Pope~ Such comnents deeply · 

offended many Catholics am were rot conducive to genuine dialogue. 

An:>ther area of concern of special importance to .the Jewish community is 

proselytism. 'lhe many unjust practices, such as forced baptism, associated with the 

spread of the gospel throughout Olristian history, have made this a particularly 

sen5itive issue in our relations. 'Ibday the Church is clearly comnitted to the 

principles of · religious liberty, a conmitment which of itself necess~tates the 

rejection of all unfair proselytizirg which might have taken place in the past. 

In a paper delivered in Venice at· the 1977 meeting of the International 

Catholic-Jewish Liai~n camdttee, Professor Tonrn~ Federici, professor of biblical 

theology at San Anselrro in R:rne, set down clearly the principles to be followed in 

Christian evangelization. 'lhe mission to witr:ess, he points out, is a vital 
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necessity to the Olristian; irdeed, it is an essential aspect of Christian 

life. 'Ibis is appropriate even in dialogue, for dialogue presumes that each 

side will articulate frankly arrl honestly what it believes in, arrl will respect 

the other's right to do so. We believe in Christ as the Risen wrd and quite 

naturally irnTite all persons to join us in our corranunity of faith. 'lb deny or to 

hide this would destroy our integrity as corrmitted Christians.. As Professor 

Federici states, witness "is constitutive of the Church's very mission to the 

world . and its peoples and is in accord with the co~rn which was to be heard 

in the very first days of the Church itself (cf. I Cor. 9:16: "W:::>e to me if I 

do . rot preach the G:>spel ! ") arrl has never disappeared and has row been clearly 

restated by the Second Vatican Council." ("Mission and Witness of the Church, " 

Origins, Oct. 19, 1978) 

Wit~ss, however, 'is to be distinguished fran proselytism and is to be guided 

by the rules of justice and love. Federici thus excludes "arr:t sort of witness whidl 

in any wey .constitutes a physical, moral, psychological or cultural constraint on 

the Jews, b::>th individuals and oommunities, such as might in arr:t wcry destroy or . 

even simply reduce their personal judgment, free will and full autOn::Atrf of decision." 

(Ibid.) 

Rather clear guidelines can be drawn from such principles ·which are particularly 

appropriate to a society such as ours in which one religion, Christianity, tends to 

dominate by sheer force of nuinbers. 

A third area of ooncern is Soviet Jewry. In the past there have been many 

exarrples of close cooperation on this issue. Unfortunately, the situation has been 

rather bleak during the past year. I am faniliar with the \f.Ork of the National 

Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry which is' based here in Chicago and I recognize 

the role it fulfills. In this connection, I v.ould like to voice IIrf supp:>rt for Anatoly . 

Schara.nsky. I know his case has had special significance for the Jewish cormnunity. 
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I ~uld like, at this time, to repeat a suggestion I have made several times 

in the past. Where p:>ssible, the protest should . be broadened to include all people 

whose htDTian rights are beill3 violated, oot only in Russia but elsewhere. I nm ·thinking, 

for exarrple, of the people of Lithuania who have suffered greatly because of their 

~eligious convictions since their annexation to Russia in the 1940's. 'lllere are also 

other groups in Russia· arrl many other parts of the world as well whose btDTian rights 

have been violated for religious arrl p::>litical reasons. We n:ust remember all our 

brothers and sisters who need our help. '!hose of us who enjoy freedom must speak 

with one voice in rondemnation of all persecution and oppression. Let it rot be said 

that one segment of the htDTian family suffered while arother segment stood idly by, 

doing or saying rothing. Both the Hebrew and Christian scriptures condemn this 

failure to starrl up and be rounted when the occasion demands forceful action. 

So far, I have SfOken about Jewish concerns arrl the Catholic resp::>nse to them. , 

'lllere are also Catholic roncerns alx>ut which we ask for more oialogue and urrlerstanding. 

'lbe first is aid to children who atteoo church-related schools. 'nlis has loo; been a 

sore sp::>t anx:mg American Catholics, especially parents. I suggest that, in the spirit 

that has marked our dialogue in other areas, we rr:M sit down together to discuss this 

topic. 'nle arguish and hurt felt by Catholics at the eystematic ecorx::mic discrimination 

against them in their efforts to maintain which they consider their right to "free" 

exercise of religion is ·very real an:'3 very deep. While there is still ronsiderable 

opposition fran the Jewish community, I am enoouraged that some Jewish leaders have 

begun to call for a reassessment of the traditional line of opposition to any form c;>f 

relief for parents who use their God-9iven and constitutional right to serXi their 

children to the school of their choice. I krow, too, that th~ Union of Orthodox 

Jewish Congregations has dissented fran the positi.on of opposition assumed by other 

Jewish groups. 
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. A secorrl area .of concern is respect for life arrl, in particular, abortion. 

SOme maintain that this is simply a sectarian issue, but I reject that contention. 

While, admittedly, the Catholic Church is nore concerned about it than airy other 

institution, abortion - in my view - is basically a question of human rights, the 

right of an unborn infant to live. Because of the great debate about abortion, 

there is need for irore dialogue so that we can avoid the misconceptions and stereotypes 

which plague us, so th~t we can develop greater urrlerstanding and sensitivity to deeply 

held convictions. 

Happily, there exists a rrcdel of what can be done when our t'NO coIT1T1Unities oorrmit 

themselves to authentic dialogue, even on such an enotion-laden issue as abortion. In 

September, 1977, the Los Angeles priest-rabbi group ( sp:msored by the Los Angeles 

Chapter of the American Jewish Committee, the Board of Rabbis of Souther!) California 

an:! the ianan Catholic Archdiocese of Los An;eles) issued a joint statement on "Respect 

for Life - Jewish and Roman Catholic Reflections on .Abortion and .Rel~ted Issues. n 

The differing Catholic and Jewish viewpoints were presented separately, along with an 

indication of .the areas of considerable mutual . concern and convergence. While no 

consensus was reached on certain p:>ints, groond rules for future dialogues and 

·cooperation were set forth in a concluding "Joint Expression of Goals." After stating 

what might be done to reduce tensions in the a?::x:>rtion controversy, to encourage 

religious groups to teach respect for life in their irrlividual communities in 

accordance with their sacred-traditions, to eliminate coercion by goverrment agencies, 

to advocate p:>sitive alternatives to abortion and to promote social situations which 

will encour33e the resp::>nsible bearing and rearing of children, the group concluded: 

"While Ianan Catholics and Jews may oot agree to make the prohibition of all abortions 

A'Tlerican law, ronetheless we should work together to rnalce respect for life, arx3 

particularly the joyful celebration of new life, an Ai1lerican ~deal." 'nlis significant 

effort in Los An;eles proves that even the nost volatile subject matter can be faced 

p:>sitively anci'creatively if properly approac.;ed in dialogue. 
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I ~uld like rt:M to oonclude with 'an appeal for a great er degree of inter-
. . 

religious cooperation on various social issues which are affecting both our nation and 

our city. 'Ihe current ecoromic crisis is playing havoc with so many of our people. 

Even though there are signs of an impending reoovery, it will be a long time before 

the present crisis, with all its human suffering, is resolved. While we are rot 

eoonomists, we do have the obligation, I believe, to help ma1ce sure that the voices 

of the poor and disadvantaged are heard in the national debate about the allocation 

of resources and ·the developnent of IX>licies which affect the well being of our society. 

There is arother concern which we must crldress in some wey. 'Ihe political 

chan;es pre~ently underwey in our city have given rise to many fears and prejudices. 

Our united voice should be heard on behalf of justice, decency and fairness. we 

already have a s"tructure, of course, which makes it possible for us to come together, 

as Jews, Protestants, Orthodox and Catholics, to crldress the imfx>rtant social issues 

of our dey. I am referring to the Chicago Conference on Religion and Race. Let us 

use this and other structures to full advantage. 

I also invite you to join us Catholic bishops in our search for peace. As 

you krow, the bishops of this country are irr.rolved in the developnent of a major 

document (called a pastoral letter} on war and peace, with special emphasis on 

the nuclear anns race and the need to find alternatives to warfare, both nuclear 

and oonventional. 'lhis pastoral has t~ purposes: to help form the oonsciences 

of our own constituents on war and ~ace issues and to make our contribution to the 

public debate on these topics. As expected, the document has been both praised and 

damned. 'Ihe i.mp:>rtant thing, however, is that it has been roticed arx3, irrleed1 

ta1cen seriously, both in our own country and abroad. 'Ihe document we are preparing, 

when completed, will rot .be the last ~rd. It is really only the beginning of our 

reflection on the necessity of turnin; the ever up,.,ard spiral of the arms race 
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downward and how we might go about that . I invite you to join us in this reflection. 

I koow, of course, that the organized Jewish cormnunity has also been concerned 

about peace as evidenced by the fact that the Gener al Assembly of the Council of 

Jewish Federations endorsed the nuclear freeze. I recognize and understand, too, 

certain Jewish difficulties in this area because of their deep concern for Israel •s 

security. Still, it would be useful to have you join us in our reflection on the 

use of p::>wer and the circumstances urrler which that use is legitimate. It would 

als6 be helpful to get your perspective of war and peace in the Hebr~w scriptures 

as we develop a theology of peace, based on lx>th the Hebrew and the Christian 

scriptures. 

As POpe John Paul II told the Jewish conmunity at Mainz: "Jews arrl Christians, 

as children of Abral)am, are called to be a blessing for the world (cf. Gen. 12:2ff), 

corrrnitting themseives together for peace and justice arong all me.n and peoples, with 

the fullness arrl depth that God himself intended us to have, arx3 with all the readiness 

fqr sacrifices that this high goal · may demand. The rrore our meeting is .L'llprinted 

with this sacred duty, the more it becomes a blessing also for ourselves." 

My dear brothers and sisters, dialogue and collaboration are rot options for 

us. 'lhey are a necessity. Never again can we permit ourselves to be alienated 

fro-n each other; never a;iain can we let our minds and our hearts to be misshaped 

by the prejudices and hatreds of the past. · Never again can we all.ow a climate 

which could produce arother Holocaust. 

We have so much in C'OrtTIOn. But ultimately it is our faith in Go¢J, who 

creat ed us in his image and likeness, that unites us. So may we always celebrate 

that unity, wilile respecting our different traditions, and "-Orking with each other, 

in love, for the betterment of ourselves and the entire human fanily. 



. · .. .., 
: ' 

• 
12 

'lbday, I pledge to you rcrt love, .my suppo~, my determination to work with 

you on all the matters that concern us as Jews and Catholics, as. citizens, but 

rrost of ali, as carirg frierrls. 
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BACKGROUND: .AJC's In~erreligious Affairs Department.will seek to imp·lement 
through its network of contacts in the Christian world -- Roman eatholic, main-
1 ine Protest~r\t, Eva~g~l ical, Greek OrthodoX', black Churches~ and Hispanic Cath­
olics~- the ·following 'inajor priorities during 1983-84: 

1) Building understanding and support of i s';ae.l 's . need for se~urity and 
. Amer:ican public and pol it.ical support, and combatting anti-Israel and 
anti, -~_ionist - ,p,ropaganda; ; --~- ; . 

2) Uprooting th~ religious sources of ariti-Se~itism, and f~stering posi­
tive understanding of Jews, Judaism, and Israel" in the Christian edu-
cational systems; · · 

3) Mobilizing support for the human rights of Soviet Jewry, Falasha_s, Jews . 
in Latin Arneric~, Europ~, and elsewhere; 

4) Involvement in major social justice and humanitarian concerns with Chris­
tian ~llies, such as, nuclear disarmament, world . refugees, hunger, the 
home.1 es.s' aging; . . . 

5) Countering extremist efforts to create an Evangelical Christian America, 
and collaborating with groups supporting democratic· pluralism. · 

. . . 

Within this agency framework, we shall concentrate especially on the following 
projects and programs: · 

I .- A) SEMINARY EDUCATION - Based on the success of our Dallas Interreligious 
Seminarians 1 Conference in mid-January, we plan a series of similar seminary 

.conferences in the six major regions of the. country in 1983-84. We are or­
ganizing these in cooperati.on with CSD to assure maximum involvement of our· 
area offices and chapters. 

Our essential purpose is to lay the foundation for the long-term education · 
of the· next generation of Catholi~, Protestan~, Evangelical, and Jewish reli­
gious leaders in issues of traditional concern to us. If successfu_l, this 

. program will make a major contribution to uprooting the sources of anti­
semitism and anti-Zionism in this country. 

We plan to help publish .a new .curriculum with the Dallas ecumenical seminary 
steering group . This wil 1 be influenced ·by the extraordinary insi.ghts of 
Prof. Paul van ·Buren's paper on ·Jewish-Christian relations. We hope to use 
this new curriculum as a model for all future seminary conferences. 

B) CATHOLIC EDUCATION - In cooperation with the National Conference of Cath­
olic Bishops and the National Catholic Education Association, we have just 
published "A Guidebook on Catholic-Jewish Relation.s," by Dr". Eugene Fisher. 
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This will be distributed· to every Catholic ·seminary in the United States 
(courtesy of the Nathan Appleman Institute) . The Guidebook will be the 
basis of a series of Catholic semin~ry conferences around the country con­
ducted in cooperation ~ith the U.S. Bishops' Secretariat on Catholic~Jewish 
Relations and the. NCEA. In some situations, the conferen·ces wi 11 be ecumen­
ical (with other non~catholic Christians.)' 

. . 
C) CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS - We have established a National Institute on 
Catholic-Jewish Education headed by Sister Anna Marie Erst of Chicago. She 
has just organized a major teacher-training institute with the Archdiocese of 
Detroi_t · for sensitizing teachers on how to educate elementary and secondary 
school children about Jews and Judaism. Based on the Detroit model, Sister 
Anna Marie will travel around the country during the next ·three years organ­
izing similar -institutes in major Catholic dioceses. "Curricula, syllabi, 
and audio-viscial. .. aids · wilJ be employed ·in this grass-roots educational pro­
gram. (This ·program is made possible by a grant from the Samuel and Isabelle 
Friedman Charitable Trust of Detroit.) 

D) JEWISH SEMINARIES - AJC's IAC has just completed the first systematic 
· study of seminary curricula used in Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and Recon­
structionist seminaries in the U.S. The st'udy, conducted· by our intern, Sam 
Weintraub, examines what ·our seminaries teach about Christians and Christian­
·ity. we· plan a series of conferences with each of these seminaries in order 
to help train Jewish seminarians for more effective interreligious work in 
their coJTUTiunities after their ordination. 

II - HISPANIC-JEWISH RELATIONS - In view of the grwoing influence of Hispanic 
Catholics in the American Catholic Church, we have planned a series of confer­
ences with 'Archbishop Patrick Flores, chairman of the Hispanic Committee of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. On April 6th, a joint Hispanic· Catholic­
Jewish steering· coJTUTiittee will meet in San Antonio to plan a Texas-wide· conference. 
That will be followed by a national conference on Hispanic-Jewish relations co­
sponsored by Bishop Flores's Hispanic Committee and the AJC. This program is being 
conducted with Jacob Kovadl of.f, CS_D, and DAC. 

III - PROTESTANT-JEWISH RELATIONS - Since 1983 marks the 500th anniversary of the 
birth of Martin Luther, we are planning ·a · series of major pro·grams with the Luther­
an Council on Theological Education and with the Lutheran World Federation on the 
theme of 11 Martin Luther, the Jews, and Anti-Semitism." Our U.S'. Conference will 
take place October 11-13 in New ·vork with major Lutheran and Jewish scholars par­
ticipating . The international meeting will take place in Stockholm, July 11-13 . 
with the International Jewish Committe for Interrelgious Consultations (IJCIC) as 
co-spon·sor. On May 19, Rabbi Tanenbaum wi 11 address the heads of a 11 Lutheran de­
nominations on this i~sue . ·An ABC-TV ~etwork program will be used for -Lutheran­
Jewish dialogues around the country. 

We see this year as a· major opportunity , not unlike Vatican Council II, for up­
rooting the theological . sources of anti-Semiti.sm in the Lutheran world. 

Our work with the National Council of Churches and other mainline Protestant 
denominations will be intensified to combat pro-PLO and anti-Israel positions. 
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IV - WOMEN. OF .FAITH - Women represent more than half of the .religious. groups in 
America and therefore represent a majo_r resource for implementing -. our interreli­
giou~ program~. A major national Women .of Faith conference will be held in Jan-

. uary ·~4 to. g.i.ve furt~er. impetus to our lea~ing_ role in this field under . Inge 
Gibel 1 s creative direction. Local WIDME groups ·wil 1 _be ·strengthened in various 
regions of .the country. · · 

"' •;; :. • ,· i • I • • 

V - EVANGELICAL~JEWISH . RELATIONS - Our c~re{ul work with Evangelical Christian 
groups and e~u~atiotia1 --· institutions will continu~ dyring the comin.g year. Evan­
gelical leaders -- such" as TAV Evangel iC:als; '\colleges such as Gordon-Conwell near 
Boston - - will be among the groups we will be working with to strengthen support 
of Israel ati9 .. to combat anti-Semitism. (Th~ .front-page N ~ Y. Times story on Evan­
gelicals and':Jews .documented much of the pioneering work we have done in this field.) 

VI - SOVIET JEWRY - The .National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, headed . 
by Sister Ann Gillen and servi.ced by Rabbi James Rudin, will play an important role 
during theyear in the Jewish community's efforts to u·phold the human rights of Sov­
iet Jewry. 

VII - POLISH-JEWISH TASK FORCE - We wi 11 contfnue to cooperate with the Nationa 1 
Task Force on Polish-Jewish Relations, usfng· our contacts with Poli sh Catholic 
leadership to advance these objectives, . in cooperation with IPGI. 

VII I - INTERRELIGIOUS RELATIONS ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE - There will be a sub-· 
stantial intensification of our work with the Vatican, the World Council of Churches 
and interrel igious programming on the European continen.t, Latin Americ~,. and Israel. 

On May 2-3, we plan to co-sponsor a conference ·in Rome, with the ecumenical insti­
tute, Cen.tro Pro Unione, on 11 The Sanctity of Human Life -- Catholic and Jewish 
Perspectives ." This will enable us to deal with. the issues of terrorism and 
violenc_e, among other concerns. Vatican authorities are expected to participate. 

July 11-13~ as mentioned earlier, an international conference with the Lutheran 
World Federation and IJCI.C, with AJC participation, will be held in Stockholm. 

A conference on examination of textbooks throughout Europe will be held in Germany 
during mid-April. Judith Banki will represent IAD, and will seek to update the 
findings of our studies of Italia_n, Fr~nch, Spanish, and German textbooks. 

Our publication program with the University of Duisburg and the West . . German govern­
ment will continue this year. 

A conference on "The Religious Roots of ,Anti-Semitism" will be scheduled for early 
1984 in Paris in cooperation with Cardinal Lustiger. Zachariah Shuster, .IAD's 
European interreligious consultant, will guide this program, in addition to the 
German textbook studies. ' 

The Ann.ual Assembly of the World Council of Churches will be held in Vancouve.r., 
British ColiJmbta~ July 24-August 10. Rabbi Tanenbaum will be an official delegate 
from the AJC arid IJCIC. Relations with Third World countries will figure prom­
inen~ly here. 



.... _ . . ~ .,,... 

Page Four 

On April 7-9, the International Studies Association, a foreign pol icy academic 
group, will be meeting in ~exico City. Rabbi Tanenbaum will be presenting a paper 
on "Moral Value~ in the Shaping of Foreign Policy." While in Mexico, he will be 
addressing a number of Catholic and Jewish groups preliminary to intensifying inter-
religious ·programming in Mexico and later in Latin America. · 

The Israel Foreign Ministry and the Hebrew University have contacted IAD with a view 
toward co-sponsoring a conference .on "Israel, the Bible, and Black Africa, 11 invol v­
ing some 75 black African Christian leaders· at a sympo.sium in Jerusalem ·in early 1984. . . . . 

IX - COUNTERING EXTREMISM - IAD wiil be.cooperating with People. fortheAmericanWay, 
organized by Nc;>rman Lear, in countering threats from ·the new right to civil liber­
ties and democratic pluralism. This program will intensify as the 1984 national 
elections come closer. · · 

X - SOCIAL ACTION - IAD's social justice work with Christian groups will continue 
to concentrate on the problems of world refugees and the domestic· homeless. "Close 
cooperation will go on with Ambassador Gene Douglas, coordinator forthe~merican 
government on refugee problems; with the Emergency Committee on Haitian refugees; 
the International Rescue Committee on Asian, African, and Latin-Jlmer.i'can refugees. 
On March 24-25, Rabbi Tanenbaum wi 11 addre.ss a world refugee· conference at the State 
Department on· "Jewish Moral Perceptions of Global Refugee Problems." ·. · 

Throu·gh the Harold Smulow estate, IAD will cooperate with the AJC's New York Chapter 
in programming relating· to ·inte-rrel igious work w'ith the aging. 

XI - HOLOCAUST - !AD.will be relating to the President's Commission on the Holocaust 
and Justice Arthur Goldberg's American Commission on the Holocaust. A videotape of 
Rabbi Tanenbaum's lecture at CUNY on "The Nazi Holocaust - Lessons .for Pluralistic 
Societies" will be used in local interreligious programming. · 

·- XU - VISITORS TO ISRAEL PROGRAM - This has proven to be one of our best means of 
educating Christian leaders about Israel and we plan · to enlarge our program of 
tours to Israel during the coming year. 
XIII - PUBLICATIONS - A series of studies prepared by IAD intern·, Sam Weintraub, a 
program established by Geroge -and Arlene Hecht, will be published during thi.s year, 
including: a) A study of Jewish seminaries' curricula; b) A study of Passion· 
Plays in America; c) Dr. Martin Luther .King_on Jews and Judaism; d) Interre.li­
gious Statements on Nuclear Disarmament; e) Christian Reactions to the Lebanese 
Conflict. 
Judy Banki 's study on "Jewish Teaching About Christians and Christianity" will als9 
be published as a Nathan Appleman Institute pamphlet • . 

The Interreligious Newsletter will be issued quarterly. 

XIV - INTERRELIGIOUS MEDIA - IAD will continue to employ radio, TV, videotapes, 
and audio-visual aids as means of communicating our program messages to .large· 
Christian and J~wish · audiences • . Videotapes of such programs as The Christophers' 
"Faith and Prejudice," ABC-TV 11 Directions 11 program on "Martin Luther and the Jews, 11 

Phil Donahue's 11 The Last Word 11 on the Holocaust Commission debate, CBS-TV "For · 
Our Times" program on "Women of Faith 'in the 80s," the Civilizaf1on series on PBS, 
Catholic Cable TV will all be used to dramatize our educational themes. 

mht:rpr 

·317 /83 83-700-12 
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March · 14, 1983 

Professor Paul M. van Buren 
134 Chestnut Stree~ 
s·osto~, Massachusetts 02108 

My dear Pau.l, 

.. . 

It was lovely speaking with you. · If Dallas did nothing else -- and 
it did a tremendous lot in our. field -- it gave me a ·deeper appreci-· 
a~ion of your intellectual gifts and of the importance of your pres­
enc~ in our midst. You are · a genuine .bl~ssing to all of us who 
care about building a whole new culture between Chr.istians and Jews. 

. . 

All of us at AJC are deeply grateful for your rea,dy willingness to 
address the Sunday morning plenary sessiQn of the Annual Meeting 
of the American Jewish Comrni.ttee. That will begin. with breakfast 
at. 8:30 a.m_., May 1_5, at the New· York Hilton Hotel • . 

As we . discusse~, we would be grateful if you would prepare a paper 
_on 11 I~ra~_l, Christian Theology, and Jewist'H:hristian Relations." 
Since .Israel 1 s existence has beco.me a stumbling block in certain 
segments of the Christian world, especially some liberal Protes­
tant_s, ·it. wou·1a be extremely .h.elpful to have your fresh appraisa·1 · 
of this .critical theme. 

. . 
Some of the theological reformulations in your Dallas paper, I think, 
would provide the context for concentrating on the central°ity of . 
Israel in the Jewish-Christian dialogue. 

As I indicate.d, the. next session will move ·into the geopolitical : 
.. ·.considerations of .the Mi_ddle East -today, .. and therefore your pres­
. . entation would provide a most helpful theological and historical 

setting against which the next session would take· on more meaning. 

We would hope .to ptiblish your paper, and send tt widely to Chris­
tian and Jewish leaders. . The pre.sentation itself should take ·about 
20-25 minutes in order to allow enough time for a good discussion 
with our usually alert audience. 

MAYNARD I WISHNEA. President • · • DONALD Fe.llSTB!I. EiewliYa V~sidtfrt 
HOWARD t. FRJEOMAH. Cllaill!lilll, Board of Governors • THEODORE EUENOFF. Chailman. Nllional EncutiYt Council • ROBERT L PEU. Chairman, B~nl ol Trusties • 
E. ROBERT GOODKINO, TreUUtet • MERVIN H. RISEMAN. Secretary · • El.AINE PETSCHEJC. Associate Treasurer · • AlfRED H. MOSES. ChJirman." heartive Committee • 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM. ARTHUR J. SOUlBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS, ElMER L WINTER • . Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPUMAll. MARTIN GANG . 

. RUlH R. GODDAAD. ANDREW GOODMAN. JAMES MARSHALL. WIWAM ROSENWAl.D • MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairmm. National Execvtive Council • MAURICE 6llNEllT. Honorar1 Treasurer 
e Encutrte Viee-Presidents E11111ili: JOHN SUWSON, BERTRAM H. 60Ul • Vice-!>rtsidents: MORTON K. Bl.AIJSTEIH. Bitlimort: EDWARD E. B.SON. AdaiQ: RICHAAO J. FOX. ~ ROBERT 0. GRIES • 

. Om!IJnd• RITA £. HAUSER, New Yort; HAllAIS L KEMPNER. JR.. Gal'lestDn; JOllN D. LEVY. St loua; HAMILTON M. LOES. JR .• New YOlt: lf()N ~N. Dallas: 6DIWOH s. RostNBlUM. OenV!f; 
JOHN H. STEINHART. San f11m:isco • 
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Professor Paul M. van Buren -2- March 1.4, 1983 

Our honorarium will be $500, plus your expenses (I wish it could 
be more but our budgets are tighter than usual these days.) 

Perhaps by then we will also be able to talk further about our 
plans and your involvement in our future seminary conferences . in 
other regions of the country. 

Again, with deepest appreciation, I a~, 

MHT:RPR 

Enclosures R.tl ! - P.o f-t'J ~ 

be: Don Fel dst ein 
Sel ma Hirsh 
Bob Jacobs 
Mort Yarman 
IAD Staff 

Cor~,;e_.r_,_~ 

·Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

From: Phyllis Sherman 

What The American Jewish Conunittee Is 'All About .•.• 

KUWAIT CIT.IZENS AND CORPORATIONS DENIED RIGHI' 
TO OWN INTEREST IN ON-SHORE U.S. MINERAL LANDS 

The AJC news release (attached) welcoming the announcement by 
Secretary of the Interior Watt that the U. S. Will bar Kuwait from 
owning interest in American energy and mineral lal)ds makes. oblique 
reference to meetings held by AJC represent at·ives with the s.ec'retary 
prior to his announcement. 

In fact, A.JC, as you may know, has be.en on top of this matter for 
quite some time t ·hrough our national energy desk and the office ()f our 
Washington Representative . In our tradition of quiet and effecti.ve behin<l­
the-scenes work, I think we can say that we played an important role in 
the final positive outcome. 

For your information , these efforts includ~d direct representations 
by Lawrence Goldmuntz , Chairman of the A.JC Energy Committee, to the 
Secretary o~ Interior and other high-ranking members of the Administra­
tion . The memorandum of law we presented to the Secretary, preoar-ed by 
Alfred H. Moses, Chairman of . AJC's Executive Corrunittee, pointed out that 
to grant Kuwait rights to l ease U.S. mineral lands would be contrary to 
the letter and intent of the 1920 Mineral Lands Act and wquld not be in 
U.S. interest. Key Congressper sons were also alerted to the issues at 
stake and A.JC publications Petroimpact and Energy Information Service 

. Bull~tin helped to further educate the media, our Washing.ton readers, 
and the Jewish community to the facts in the case. The Administration 
obviously listened well to the opposition to its original proposed plan 
to grant Kuwait leasing rights to federal lands and is to be commended 
for reversing its position. 

While .the matter has for the time being been resolved satisfactorily 
in our view, there are still some questions left open as a result of the 
wording of Secretary Watt's announcement . You may be sure that we will 
continue to monito r any further dev~lopments . 

PHS/bjb 

March 14, 1983 
83- 900-42A 
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Q . . . <IJC THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 
The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, Is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FQR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THURSDAY, MARC~ lQ, 1983 

NEW YORK, ~r. 10 • • • • The American Jewish Committee welcomed the announcement 

made by Secretary .of the Interior James Watt at a press conference today that 

Kuwait citizens and corporations have been denied the right to own interest in 

any on-shore oil and gas leases under the 1920 Mineral Lands Leasing Act. 

The decision was made on the basis t hat Kuwait' s laws de.ny United States 

citizens or corporations similar or . like privileges to those that wer e being 

sought by Kuwait in this country. 

Lawrence Goldmuntz, Chairman of the Energy Committee of the American Jewish 

Committee, and Alfred H. Moses, Chairman of the organizatio~' s Executive Committee , 

who bad discussed this subject with the Secretary several weeks ago, pointed out 

in a joint statement that "the control of essential energy and mineral lands by 

Kuwait and other countries who deny similar access to U.S . ci tizens and corporations 

is against the law." 

"Furthermore," they continued , "such leasing does not serve the interests 

of the United States in counteracting the manipulative control by K.u~ait with 

its OPEC partners over the price of oil. They have manipulated this price to 

·such levels as to cause substan~ial inflation, l oss of ~· and unemployment in 

the U. S., and should not be rewarded forl acts that would be il.legal if conducted 

within the U.S." 

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer 

human relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews at home apd abroad, and seeks improved relations for 

all people everywhere. 

3/10/83 
83- 960-77 
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Jack L. Mayer, MD 
RD 2 
Enosb'urg Falls, VT 05450 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th St. 

(w) 802-933-4324 
(h) 802-933-6622 

16 March 1983 New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum, 

Shortly before his death, Moses set a challenge before his people 
that may well serve as a rallying cry for the human race, demanding 
its inalienable right to life and peace. "I call heaven and earth 
to testify against you this day. Life and death have I set before 
you, a blessing and a curse. Therefore choose life that you and 
your children may live. " 

I read the above lines in a column by Robert Gordis in Jewish Week,.·-Eeb·; 11, 1983 
and was profoundly moved. My Rabbi, Jacob Goldberg from the Fort Tryon Jewish 
Center in ~ew York suggested I contact you and share with you THE PEACE-BELL TREATY. 

On May 8, 1983 in every time zone of the world from 12 Noon - 1 PM people of 
all faiths and ideologies will declare peace. Perhaps this sounds. ~illy or 
naive, yet these times call for creat ive new ways of thinking and acting. I am 

. certain that the vast majority of the members of our g~obal family want peace 
and an end to the nuclear threat which hangs so ·precariously over us. We must 
give out leaders new directions, new instructions. The outmoded conventional 
thinking of the past is nocmerely inapprop~iate but lethal. 

I am a Pediatrician and a New England Delegate to Physicians for Social Responsi-·~ ~ 
bility. For years I have written and spoken about the dangers of the arms race 
and the impact of nuclear anxiety on our children and young people. Last year 
I incorporated my thoughts, dreams, and nightmares into· a novel · called The Question 
of the Childre~ which I have donated to Physicians for Social Responsibility. 
The idea for· the PEACE- BELL TREATY comes from this novel. It is about two 13 year olds 
who come of age with the nuclear anxiety of our t!-me. The point of the novel is 
to explore the nuclear fears o~ our young people and also to graphically illustrate 
the non-survivability of nuclear war. Madeline and Jeremy fantasize about THE 
PEACE-BE~L TREATY just before the war starts . It is too late for them, but not 
for us. 

The enclosed flier has been translated into several languages and sent around 
the world. I am hopeful ·that people in each time zone will declare peace and 
celebrate peace for that one precious hour each year. My hope is that the Jewish 
Community will participate in this act of sanity and reverence for life throughout 
the world. Can you help me disseminate this? I am only one person~ There is 
no organization behind this effort, only person-to-person contact. 'If each person 
who receives this letter sends out 10 copies the word will spread with dramatic speed. 
I hope you can make this available to interested members of the Jewish Community 
throughout the world. 

This event takes 1 hour, requires no planning or organization. People celebrate 
where they live. As ·the earth rotates through its 24 hour day, the people on this 
lovely planet will choose life. Please help. 

with small bell ringing, 



PLEASE!!! This could be one of h t e most important letters you 
ever read. If you would like to h 1 e. P make this reality , m..'lke HY 
copies and send them to friends, rel ti a ves, neighbors, clerg? , etc. 

Dear Friends for a Nuclear Freeze, 

~ ..£ ~1ayz:'t, .:M!D 
!BoJI: 186 

EnosRltJrg falls. Vt. 05450 
Tei.ohone: 9334324 

As the blush fades from the tremendous energy and success of this past year, 
we find ourselves consumed with the frustration of slaying Goliath . We have 
merely kicked him in the shins and he thunders on, unaffected by our blows. Perhaps 
it is our process which hinders us . 

We have been thinking and acting in the same measured rhythms of protest 
and social change in which we grew to adulthood: struggling for civil rights, an 
end to the war in Vietnam, women's rights. But, as you well know, we are not faced 
with contemporary images of man's exploitation and abuse of his fellow human beings . 
Today, tomorrow, next week some nameless automaton may sniff out your life, your 
family, your world. This is reality. No intellectual dialogue can alter this 
inescapable truth of the nuclear age. 

We are guilty of conventional thinking in this nuclear age - no less than the 
strategic planners who view nuclear weapons as bigger, more efficient conventional 
weapons . Perhaps now we can understand what Einstein meant about everything changing 
in the nuclear age except our way of thinking. Out of this tertifying time must 
come a new way of thinking which will empower the impotent feelings that well up 
within us and give them new strength and a new direction. 

Do you remember Senator George Aiken's (R-Vt.) suggestion for an expeditious 
end to the Vietnam war? He counselled us to declare ourselves the winner and withdraw. 
Much to our shame we ignored his advice. Perhaps he was asking us to change our 
image of reality. But our vocabulary, our strategies, and our analyses were (and are) 
recapitulations of the past . We need to see through these old images and envision 
a future we dare ~ create for ourselves. 

As citizens 
at Peace with all 
THEREFORE: 

?~-'?Jed :7re"!!J. • 
of the ·lovel y planet Earth, we gather 
other peoples. 

We order the governments of the world to make peace with mutual security . 
We order all nuclear weapons be placed under the control of the United Nations 

and eventually be eliminated from the planet. 
We are a wondrous species, endlessly creative and ctpable of great love . 

With the ringing of this bell I affix my signatur e and hope for the future to 
the PEACE-BELL TREATY. 

We urge you to begin creating a new future with us on May 8, 1983 by declaring 
PEACE. The insanity of our age is so overwhelming that the sanity of declaring peace 
and ordering nuclear weapons off the planet seems foolishly simplistic. If this 
is foolishness , we offer it proudly anyway . Fools and madmen control our planet's 
destiny; we can do no worse. 

On May 8th, Mother ' s Day, at 12 Noon we will stand in our parks and village ~re~ns 
and ring bells for one hour in · celebration of peace. We urge you, your friends, 
and neighbors to join us in your parks and green places int this celebration . 

As the light of the noon-day sun touches your part of . the world, bells will 
begin ringing for disarmament· and PEACE. As one time zone stops, the ringing will 
begin in the next. For 24 hours the ~arth will ring with sounds of PEACE and respect 
for life. People under totalitarian regimes, if unable to congregate, could wear 
small bells . Our children and young people can participate in this vision of the 
future. They will be comforted and reassured by their elders' acts of peace .and sanity, 
and we will have given them a sense of hope and control over their future. 

Each day we mus~ continue to do our peace work, but on Mother's Day each year 
let us pool our consciousness for one hour to supercede the apparent reality we 
are all threatened by . Let us take a quantum leap together through the paper-thin 
wall of our old perceptions and enter that new dimension of thinking that is required 
in the nuclear age. · 

WE will declare peace . No longer can we wait for our governments. Time is 
running out. 

IN PEACE, 

Citizens of Vermont 
*The idea has come from an as yet unpublished novel, The question of the Children, 
by Jack Mayer,MD 
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c Declare -Peace 9 

on . 
CT)other :S DaCl-<> CT)a~ B 

- 12. NOON-
7eace -73e!l,7real:!f . 

~ ciriz_ens ef die hvefj; yliuu!c 5:rt£,, JVt?­

c!JtllfW to tie~ ou.xse!veJ tU 71?aa )<}i!:h. Jl. ~ 
o~r yeq;fes. G 

, ..Zhzrefor~: ~ 
G 'kJe on/Rr tfze JOVern:ntell1:5 !!f die worU to 
~ _;x>tUe wirh lnutuaf Jeaoi9J· 

the wncro[ ef tfiR 1WimZ Nations aTtPt even­
tua..l{g ~ pfiminatet{ftom c-flR yknPl-:--> 

Ve are fl wondro~ sye~ eml&ss{J cret:UivP 
wd aiya.b& ef .!fr<'a.L love. Vic/i chR ruy0!J ( 
!!{_ diLJ'hefi J~~ '!!!/ synJUure ~ /W_pe­
~r ch faure w die 'Peace-73e[[ Jre'!-':f.: 

from 72-N oon to 1 p.m in each ti.me 

zgne of the <AX>rld. Women, Children and 
(f)en wilL stdnd in park.s and natural 
places ro decla.re 1'ea.ce with the rinsi.n9 
of bells. 

' Wherever- ?>U. are, worft ~OU el.ease rinB 
a .small bell for -Peace ? 

Some nice places totingd .small bell: .!) 



Seattle Holocaust Study Project 

March 17, 1983 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: . 

Enclosed please find information · relating to the Seattle 
Holocaust Study Conference. 

I look forward with pleasure to meeting you, and to your 
participation in our Conference in April. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at the Project office if you require 
further informatfon. (If it is more convenient for you, 
communications can be easily conducted through your Seattle 
AJC office as we are both located in the same office building.) 

Sincerely, 

,(;kr.~ 
Kalman C. Szekely 
Project Director 

KCS:amb 
Enclosure 

/ 

Project Office: 1402 3rd Avenue, Suite 1326, Seattle, Washington 98101 (206) 622-7310 



Seattle Holocaust Study Project 

CONFIRMED CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 

Prof. Dr. Eberhard Bethge, Professor of Theology, Bonn Uniyersity , Federal 
Republic of Germany: 
"The Holocaust and Christian Antisemiti.sm" 

Arye Z .. Cannon, Ph.D., Fellow Researcher, Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem: 
"Holocaust Education in Israel" 

Dr. John S. Conway, Professor of History, Univers.ity of Briti~h Colul!lbia : 
"The Historical Effects of the Holocaust on Christian 
Theology Since World War II" 

Prof . Dr . Heinz Kremers, Professor of Bible and Religious Education, University 
of Duisburg, Federal Republi~ of Germany: 
"The Holocaust in Education in the Federal Republic 
of Germany" · 

Franklin H. Littell, Ph.D., Professor of Religion, .Temple University and 
Founder of the U. S. Institute on the Holocaust: 
"Credibility Crisis Posed by the Holocaust" 

Hubert G. Locke, Ph.D., Dean, Graduate School of Public Affairs , University 
of Washington: 
"Role of the Bystander'' 

Project Office: 14o2 3rd Avenue, Suite 1326, Seattle, Washington 98101 (206) 622-7310 
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cc: Shula Bahat 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date March 21, 1983 

to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

from Art Abramson 

subiect Seattle Holocaust Conference 

Enclosed is the program brochure for the Seattle Holocaust 
Conference, running from April 17- 18, 1983 . 

As you can see from the enclosure, you are scheduled to speak 
on Monday, April 18th, from 9:15-10:30 a.m. on the subject, 
"The Holocaust : Its Meaning for Humankind". I have been in­
formed that the conference organizers also want you to help 
lead a workshop dealing with ethnic relationships vis- a-vis · 
the lessons of the Holocaust. It is scheduled for late after­
noon on Sunday, April 17th. 

As soon as you ar~ able to, please advise me of your travel 
plans so that appropriate hotel accommodations and media ar­
rangements can be made • ... 

AA/dw 
Enclosure 

Best regards, 

~ 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH CQ\NIITEE 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS CO~SSION 

STEERING COM-iITIEE MEETING . .. . 

ATIENDANCE 

Maurice Binkow 
Howard. Friedman 
Lawrence Goldmwltz 
Hans Goldschmidt 
Howard Greenberger 
George Grunbach 
Bee Hoffman 
Philip Hoffman 
Gerald Jeremias 
Richard Maass 
Alfred Moses 
Lawrence Phillips 
Robert Rifkind 
R. Peter- Straus 
Maynard Wishner 
Gordon Zacks 

March 21, 1983 . ... . 

·Chairperson: Rita E·. Hauser · 

GUEST 

Beverly Smerling 

STAFF 

Donald Feldstein 
Bertram Gold ·· 
Lois Gottesman 
George Gruen 
Allan Kagedan 

· Jacob Kovadloff 
Sidney Liskofsky .. . .. 
Zachariah Schuster 
John Slawson · 

··' 
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I . . Report by Sidney Liskofsky of meeting on UN Human Righ~s Cbrrunissio~ 

Sidney Liskofsky, director of AJC's Division of International Organizations, just 
returned from the meeting in Geneva of the UN Human Rights Commission cµid i:e-
ported on some highlights of the 6-week session. He noted that the· double stan­
dard ·~t{ll preva~ls in the way countries are dealt with; Israel s.dll bears · 
the bnmt of this , perhaps eve~ more than South Africa. Of the large ~genda, 

;t 

the first subject dealt with over a period of days was the question: o~ htunan,_ 
rights in the lsrael-occupied territories, which was discussed together ·with th~ · . ·. 
subject qf self-determination of peoples. The usual anti - I'srael resolu~ions · 
were adopted, following formulae nearly identical with those used in previous · 
resolutfons of this body. Mr. Liskofsky had wondered what the reaction would . 
be to the ~an Commission report. There was barely any in public, apart frqrn 
comment by the U.S. and perhaps one or two Western members, but in private· there 
were more positive things said . Nevertheless, one of the resolutions regarding 
Israel included a statement, proposed by Senegal, to the effec-t that "Israeli · 
responsibility for the massacres at Sabra and Shatila has been . est~blished." 

Among the positive accomplishments, considered a victory for the u:s., · was a 
resolution on Poland, adopted by a vote of 19 for, 14 against and 10 abstentions. 
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It condemned what is going on in Poland and requested the Secretary G~neral to 
continue to report on developments. Another. positive developinent was approval 
of a Western-sponsored program, tied to the .General A$sembly's recently ad.opted 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Fonns of Intolerance and Discrimination 
based on Religion or Belief, requesting the: Secretary General .to undertake a 
comprehensive and thorough stud}' of developments in this field, and to arrange 
next year a seminar under UN auspices aimed at encouraging religious tolerance . 

. Another resolution dealt with the subject of htunan rights "m::mitorings" though 
the term was not used. It endqrsed designation of a special rapporteur to 
draft principles for incorporation in an international declaration on "the 
right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs .of society ~o pro-: 
mote htunan rights and fundamental freedoms." 

To stun up, Mr. Liskofsky noted ·that the resolutions on Israel were as harsh as 
always, but that there was some movement away from the double ·standard in two 
senses: special inquiries on the problems of human rights in severB:l new coun:-· 
tries (in addition to South Africa, Israel and Oiile) were address~d, including 
Poland and Iran. (The latter was ·criticized on all sides for its treatinent o'f · 
the Bahais . ) Also there was a new openness in permitting non-governmen~l or­
ganizations to comment critically and with specificit~ (naming names) on hl..Dlla1l 
rights violations in particular countries, incI\Jding e Soviet Union, Cuba and 
others ih the conmunist bloc. . 

II. Report on situation of Jews in the Soviet Union from participants .in AJc· 
visits to Leningrad and M:>scow by Maynard Wishner · 

Mr. Wishner open~ his report on the recent trip to the Soviet Union by':cornmenting 
that the AJC was careful not to make it !'ill official delegation but to go as 
tourists enroute to the Soviet Jewry Conference in Israel. The group consisted 
of: IX>nald and Shirley Feldstein, David Geller, Nicholas Lane, Leo and Lj,bby 
Nevas , Abraham and ~ldred Silverstein, Jacob and Jean Stein, Elmer and Nannette 
Winter, Mlyn.ard and Elaine Wishner. · Richie .Mlass' visa was revoked ~t - the last 
minute so he and IX>lly Maass did not go on to the USSR. · 

The purpose of the trip was to· be in touch with refuseniks , whom the group ·found 
to be quite remarkable. Though the AJC group was followed everywhere l;>y the KGB' 
and they assumed their conversations with the· refuseniks were taped, the refuse­
niks were quite open in sharing their problems with the. AJC .group. The general 
feeling is that the situation has gotten tougher and -that the new leader~hip has 
not resulted in any softening of policy toward Soviet Jews. One indication of 
this is the case of Abe Stolar, who is an American citizen, aged 71, whq has been 
living in the Soviet Union since age 19 when he was. brought by his idealistic 
parents who wished to build the Soci~list Utopia. Stolar had been ·~n English­
language broad~ter for Radio Mpscow until he became disiilusioned with the sy­
stem. He has now been in refusal for a few years. . While the group was there, . 
they learned that he was once again refused permission to leave. This was seen 
as a signiricant and ominous sign because this could have .been an easier case than 
that of other refuseniks (since he is an American citizen) .if the .Apdropov regime 
had wished to signal a readiness to relax its policy on 'emigrati~n. 
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Mr. Wishner conunented favorably on ~he role of U.S. Embassy officials in Moscow, 
who he said were extremely competent and deeply interested · in. the fate. of the 
refuseniks. They are in regular contact with tjlem and visit them regularly; · 
Mr. Wishner also conunented that no other Western e~assy does the same. The 
group had asked to meet with Georgi Arbatov, the head of the Institute on . 
United States Affairs but, as he was away, they saw· his. deputy., Mr. Bugdanov: 
His line was that the U.S. and the Soviet Union were on a tragic course and· that 
the President was getting terrible advice on how to deal with. the Soviet Union. 
He also said that for the Soviet Uni~n to·r~treat on this issue would be ' a sign· 
of weakness, th;it ~t is an internal Soviet matter, and, moreover, anyone who 
wants to can leave. 

Mr. Wishner .also noted the pressure on the ~efuseniks, ~hich was exacerbated .by · 
hostile propaganda regarding the war in Lebanon, the Holocaust and israel. The 
group also heard reports of iricidents of violence, largely in the provinces, in­
cluding physical attacks on ordinary Jews (z:iot refuseniks) and anti-Semitic dis­
crimination; i.e., though no one has lost his job, because he is a .Jew, ·Jews are 
perceived as less reliable and are deni~d opportunities for advancement. There · 
are reports that Jewish profe~sors are feeling a "curtain" descending around 
them, cutting them off from their colleagues w.tr::> find it politically .expedient 
to shtm them. 

. .. ~ 

As for the Soviet Jewry Conference in Israel, Mr. Wishner remarked that the re·:.. 
solution adopted avoided the issue of neshirah, at least in the English· version. 
But the language. used can be interpreted in. various ways. . · · · · . 

In response to questions about· rumors 9f the ·inuninent release of Scharansky, Mr. 
Wishner said that .no one knows for sure, but that the letter received by Pres~~ " 
dent Mitterrand of Fra,nce appears to rule it out. .Mr-. Wishner added that ·the 
Soviet chairman of the Helsinki monitoring· group; Prof. Meiman, is the only one 
of the group not .in prison. He was visited by the AJC group, who were impressed 
with his professional expertise, his <l:edicat,ion and his courage. With rega:rd 
to Arbatov, Mrs. Hauser conunented that he is the Kremlin's leading expert on the· 
U.S. and a member of the Central Conunittee; he is also a member of the KGB and 
Andropov's man. It is hard to know where he stands on the ·Jewish issue as he 
seems to reflect whateve.r the offic~al line is at a given time . Mr . Straus 
added his view that Arbatov regard.$ th~Jewish issue as one lever to pull in 
the competition between the US and the USSR. 

. ' 

III. Update on position of Jewish conununities in Central .America by Professor 
Howard L. Greenberger, head of recent AJC delegation to Costa Rica, 
~anama and Venezuela 

Professor Greenberger conunented that the trip focused on .the democratic· countries 
of Central .America -.- Costa Rica, Panama and Venezue1~·. In addition, several .. 
members of the group also visited Guat~mala and the fuminican Republic. · The 
group consisted of: .Neil and Jannine Alter, Michael and Joanne Bander, Robert 
and Jeanne Cutler, Professor Howard Greenberger, Sergio and Tosia Nudelstejer, 
Leon and Idelle Rabin, Neil Sa.J?.dberg, Bernard and Jane Wallerstein. The Banders 
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Wallersteins and Nudelstejers spent two days in Guatemala C;ity prl,.or to the trj.p 
and at the end of the trip Professor Greenberger and the' Nudel~t;ejers w~nt to . 
the Dominican Republic for two days .· Several of the participants were fluent 
in Spanish. The group met with government officials ·and the ~riCan and 'Israeli· 
Ambassadors in the cotmtries visited. 

Prof. Greenberger rioted that one cannot generalize when discussing these coun­
tries, since they are all different, though they share common backgro1.D'l~. 
There are some overriding problems connnon to all, especially the economic pro­
blems due to oil, i.e. , C.Osta Rica faces a deficit because of a lack of oil 
while Venezuela faces a deficit because of the oil glut. The economic problems 
in these cotmtries are compotmding the political instability. As for PLO in­
fluence, it is becoming a very serious problem, particularly in Pan~ . and Vene­
zuela and less so in C.Osta Rica. Soviet penetration is also a serious prqblem, . 
resulting from s tudents returning from Soviet-sponsored studies at Patrice 
Lumurnba University in M:>scow. Regardil').g the U.S. -Caribbean Basm initiative, . 
President Monge of C.Osta Rica conmented that outright grants are 'important but -
that they and others in Latin America. were nruch more concerned about tax incen­
tives and tariff reductions and he requested assistance on this f~m the AJC · 
group. · 

As far as the Jewish conmtmities in these cotmtries are concerned, it appears 
that blatant institutional anti-Semitism is at a very low ebb but that anti7 
Zionism and anti-Israel sentiments are on the rise and are of deep t9ncern to 
the coJJ1111Wlities. They are also worried about assimilation, though = this is · 
still a minor problem. Both Costa Rica and Guatemala lack rabbis and AJC will 
be trying to help with this problem by approaching the appropriate rabbinic;:al 
bodies. The institutional structures are basically strong but have Q.eficiehcies: 
in Venezue~a, for example, there is a Jewish day school network but there is 
very little on the post-high school level and no adult education to speak of. 
The Venezuelan conmrunity in particular has also nothing in the way of .public re­
lations efforts, and faced difficulties during the Lebanese war in dealing with 
the media because of this. The NC could be helpful in this area by · shadng 
its expertise and materials. ' ·· 

l 
Prof. G~eenberger noted that the group's reconmendations for AJC activity arising 
out of this trip would be presented in detail during the Board of· Governors 
meeting. · 

Mrs. Hauser conunented that by all appearances it was a very successful trip and 
that as a result of it .some chapters, particularly Miami, will be doing a lot 
more progranming in this area. She also commented on the importance of the 
meeting of the group with Prof. Montealegre of ·the Pan-American Institute on 
lfuman Rights in C.Osta Rica, during which they spoke of the .need to initiate pro­
grams on lu.nnan rights training in military academies all over the continent. 
A similar suggestion was raised at a recent meeting of the .American ~r :Associa- .. 
tion which Mrs. Hauser attended, urging the U.S. to start a program to educa.te -. · 
the military in El Salvador and Guatemala about obligations tmder the Geneva 
C.Onventions . 

Mrs . Hauser also mentioned .the recently held Colloquium on Anti-Semitism in 
Europe, co-sponsored by the AJC Paris Office. Mr. Wishner, who attended the 
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opening of the colloquiwn., mentioned that the bottom line is that :the Lebanese.· 
war resul.ted in the unleashing of a propaganda barrage from both the left and 
the right with some significant effects in European countries. Mrs. Hauser 
remarked that this is the second year that AJC has co-sponsored such a collo-. 
quitnn and that we hop~ to do so in the future, since it provides a go9d way ·to 
link up with other groups concerned with these issues. · 

IV. Discussion of position statement on the Middle East 

There was. some heated discussion about the officers' draft position statement 
on the Middle East, which was circulated to the Steering Corranittee, witl) s9111e 
members of. the grouj> coJTDnenting that it should have gone through 'channels 'and 
should have beeri part of. the agenda of the Steering C:OJTDni ttee meeting. Mrs. · 
Hauser corronented that this was merely a re-statement of previous AJC pos:iJ;ions 
made over the years, in such a way as to· make it easier for chapters and officers 
to respond to requests from the media about AJC positions. This ~tatement was 
drafted by Al Moses, reviewed by the officers of AJC meeting in Chicago, and 
would be discussed by the full Board of Governors in the afternoon. · · · 

Mr. Gordon Zacks registered strong disapproval of the method used in drafti.ng-~ . 
this statement, .arguing that the process had been circwnvented~ Larry Goldrmmtz · 
agreed with Mr. Zacks that this statement should have gone through the Steering 
Cormni ttee. · . 

Mr. M:>ses briefly reviewed how this statement came into being, starting with the 
debate at the Board of Governors meeting in September, and the NEC meeting in 
November, which resulted in a consensus to try to come up with a st~tement ~hat 
would reflect various views in AJC. This doctunent was the final result of · ·. · . 
several meetings and discussions. So it cannot be argued that everyone's views 
were not heard. Mr. Moses added that the statement was intended to say four 
basic things: (1) the responsibility now lies with the Arabs, especially Jordan, 
to enter the negotiations; (2) if King Hussein does not choose to come in now, 
the situation on the West Bank will not remain constant; (3) ' AJC favors a terri ­
torial compromise as a resolution of the West Bank problan; and (4) UN Security 
Council Resolution 242 does call for territorial compromise and the actions of 
the Israeli Government which are not in agreement with this are not supported 
by AJC. 

Dr. Goldmuntz felt that the statement omitted a mention of U.S. actions such as 
the delay of the sale of F-16s to Israel, the delay in U.S. support for the I.a.vie 
project, and the recent actions of Secretary Weinberger seeking to cast Israel · 
in a very negative light over incidents involving Israel Defense Forces and 
the Marines .in Lebanon. Dr. Goldmuntz urged that the statement must include men­
tion or that, as well as some statement about the direction of Middle East policy . 
Mrs. Hauser agreed that a paragraph on the U.S. actions could be included and . · 
asked Dr. Goldmuntz to draft such a pa,rag!aph. She added, however, that the · 
point of the statement was to get away from the more iJTDnediate issues and deal 
with the broader long-term questions. Mr. Richard Maass agreed with Dr. Gold­
muntz and suggested that a separate statement be drafted to include the points 
he raised. 

<' 
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Mr .. Zacks reniarked that there were some significant omissions froin the · statement, · .. 
such as our positi~ on Jenisalem and recognition of or negotiations with the · 
PLO~ If past AJC statements pn these .i~sues are omitted frpm the present state-=. 
ment,. he saiq, "it would appear that we.have no consensus on Je~alem,for example. 
The need for a clarifying statement is obvious but .it should. repre~ent a true 
consensus within the AJC and~. Zacks strongly felt that this statement did not 
do so. He recommended that it be sent back to the Steering Corra.nittee for con- .. ·. 
sideration. In response to this Mrs. Hauser reiterated tjiat this statement was · · .. • 
merely an attepipt to respo~d to the Reagan initia~ive, the Israeli and Arab .. . 
reactions to .it, the Lel;>anese conflict and Israel settlement policy. As for 
Jerusalem, a paragrapli ~ould always be inserted. · Mr. Bin,kow ~uggested that the 
statement also inclt.¥fe mention·of the need for U.S. pressure o~ the Arab~ to 
come fozward and .join the negotiations. Mrs. Bee Hoffman suggested that some-
thing be incluc:ted about the U.S. 's false expectations about Saudi · Arabia and 
Mr. J. Peter Straus added that before this statement is released, careful con­
sideration shou.ld be given to appropriate timing. 

V. Upd.ate on ·Is~el-U.S. - Lebanese negotiations 

Mr. Gordon Zacks conunented that as a result of Israel Foreign Minister Shamir's 
visit to the. U.S. and meeting with President Reagan, the whole atmosphere has 
changed and there is a sense that an ~greement on Israel withdrawal from ~banon 
is close. Both the Israelis and the .Americans appear to be optimistic , pro­
vided that Habib stays within the fram~work of what was agreed in W~shington. 

As for the likelihood of King Hussein ann0tmcµig his willingness to join in the· 
negotiations, Mrs. Hauser conunented that there are pri.xed signals but that there 
is a sense that he will not. Dr . . Goldmuntz added that the U.S. has been act-ing 
as if King Hussein is a major factor when iJ?, reality he is quite weak. and tmable . 
to act independently. 

The meeting adjourned ~or ltmch and continuation of t~e discussic:ins on the policy 
statement at the Board of Governors meeting. 

# 

Reported by Lois Gottesman 

March 21, 1983 · 
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. Bill Trosten announced that STAFF ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS WOULD BE 
CONTINUED _AND ~HA~ THEY WOULD BE HELD AT ~HE ~SUAL - ~IME, 9:00 A.M. ON MONDAYS. 
( . 
MEETING OF THE .OFFICERS AND COMMISSION CHAIRS 

Mr. Trosten and Mrs. Hirsh reported on the Officers and Conunission 
Chairpersons meeting held prior to the September 26th Board of· Governors 
~eet1ng. Various _officers and convnission chairpersons had asked for the 
meeting to discuss .what they perceived as the agency's drift and .lack of. 
focus. They also said they wanted to talk about the whole question of lay~ 
staff role_s, although in fact there was little discussion of it. 

Jn addition, Howard Friedman wanted to be sure that hi.s Annual Meeting 
speech reflected the agency's philosophy. He wanted affirmation that ·what he 
said was what· the a·gency stood for. When Mr. Friedman asked the group whether 
they agreed with his perception~, they weren't eager to answ~r. him: They 
talked about AJC's goals and mission but were not really clear about what it 
is that we stand for or·what we should be doing. They discussed various in-

. ter·pretations of Mr. Friedman 1 s speech and their own views of the American 
Jewish Committe~, and there was a good deal of divisipn among the senior officers . 

· During the day and a ha~f of debate a number of things did begin to come · 
through. The top leadership wants the American Jewish Committee tQ become more 
active in the domestic affairs are~. They believe that the Jewish .component -­
Jewish values and Jewish interests -- mijst be clear in all our universal programs. 

They also want a higher profile for AJC on the international scene, but 
there wasn't total agreement about whether we could clearly rationalize all our 
international activities. They picked up on the theme in Howard's speech which 
said that essentially anti-Americanism around the world is unhealthy for Jews 

. and Jewish interests. This is an ex~ension, of course, of what we used to say 
· dome~tically. 

The group reacted positively to the idea of expanding AyC's role in com­
batting anti-Semitism. They did not want us to pursue .it the· way the Anti­
Defamatjon League does and they ·were not .clear about what we should do, but 
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they did feel that AJC should not leave · the field solely to AOL. They were 
sure, however, that we need to. reestablish our coalitions, particularly with 
the Black coiranunity. · · 

Selma Hirsh added that in addition to the desire for AJC to devote more 
resources to work on the dome'sdc ag~nda, they wanted to re.instate mo.re re­
search. What the · officers a;a. ribt understand in their .call. for more research 
was that when Dr . . Slawson .. p~stled. through the major research programs for the 
agency, he did not have tq go·: thr·ough all the current layers of decision making. 

. . . ' .:: ·,, .. _.: . . 

The group also talked a iittie bit about leadership structur~, about · . 

... -

the kjnds of memb~rs that AJC is attracting. There was ·discussion about fo.cusing 
ou~ . prog·rams. and Mr. Trosteri said"that he commented that it is easy to talk about 
focused programs, but you also · have to ta 1 k about the price yQu wi 11 pay for it. 
You have to be willing to. say farewell to certain people • . Mr. Trosten said 
that the group didn't inmediately respond but, as the discussion continued, it 
was obv.ious that they began 'to sense 'that"the price will be ' that certain people · 
will simply move away ·fr.om the: agency.. . 

One interestfng aspect .. of .the · d.iscussio~, on which there seemed to be , · 
general agreement, was that in a rapidly changing socie'ty we may .have to .take 
a basic look at our fundamental assumptions. We need to examine whether they 
sti 11 work. : 

~1r. Trosten said that the group felt :frustrated throughout .the weekend 
in grapP.l.ing with these problems but the reaction the morning aft.er the meeting 

·was somewh~t diffe.rent. Th·ey recognized 'that as responsible officers of .the. 
Americ~n Jew,ish' Committ~e they have to look at things that t.hey don't always 
enjoy)ookirig ~f. The lay people understood that they bear r~!!pon.s.ibility · 
fo.r the drift... I.t ~~s riot seen to be -only a staff problem. · · · . · .. . : : .: . . 

Mr. Trosten said that there is much that needs to 'be turned around but 
it .can't be done overnight. We need an examination of our corrunission and 
committee .structure. There are aspects of our budget process that need to 
be dea1t wit~. We have to have the view that the ·money that we need to ·do 
impor.tant programs will be available to u.s, but we have to be clear about 
the things that we would want to do if we had the money. 

He concluded with the corranent that he was distressed at a recent fund 
raising presentation which was very w~ll received by tne ·audience but .at .. which 
there was not one -word about why the American Jewish Corrunittee needs money . 
-- not one word about our mission. . · 

The SAC all reported that there had been very positive reactions to -: the 
Board .of Governors meeting and all felt that we had to continue that momentum 
at the next Board meeting • 

....... 

::.. 
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MEETING . ON . COMMtJNICATIONS 

Mort Yarman .reported brieflr on .the LCSD-arranged meeting with Peter Straus 
and other lay consultants on conununica~ions · in which Peier Straus suggested · 
that AJC is a victim of .its own successes .• · According to Mr·. Straus, the more 
attention we get in the media fo.r a yar:fety of progr4ms~ the more -diffuse our 
image becomes. He recommended that this could be reversed by concentrating 
our media attention on a limited number ·of programs, perh~ps fo.r ·a limitec;I 
period. Mr. Yarman said that one problem wit~ thfs approach is that if you . 
make a conscious effort not to have publicity 'for certain programs, you are: 
going to lose their constituencies. In the discussion that fo.llowed, several 
points were made by SAC ·memberst · · · 

You can do all of the prQgrams, but you have to make up your mind how you 
want to be seen in the conmunit~. · Th• c~allenge is to find the way to com­
municate th~ wide variety of programs that make us a vibrant active organization. 
-~he sense of the group was that you ~d to fi~d a unifying theme 9r ~ rationale. 

Mr. Yannon said that one of the mechanieal ways the conmunic~tions group 
thought of was t6 find a seven-word ca~ch phrase that would describe AJC. 

TERM OF OFFICE OF COMMISSION CHAIRPERSONS 

Yehuda Rosenman queried whether the Board of Governors approval of a 
three-year term for officers would also apply to conmission chairpersons and 
whether i-t would apply to current chairperson~. Mr. Rosenman said that thiS 
decision would have to be made very soon. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

Harold Applebaum·reviewed the tentative agenda fo.r the NEC meeting, and 
there was some discussion about aspects of the Sunday morning session with 
the Israeli ambassador as well a~ recommendations fo.r speakers to make the 
Saturday nig~t tribute to Senator J~ckson. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

PS:mb 

83-900-85 



MIDDLE EAS.T DIALOGUE: 

A WAY TO EXPLORE THE PATHS TOWARD PEACE 

by 

THE SYRACUSE AREA 
MIDDLE EAST DIALOGUE GROUP 

This statement gives the history of the Syra~use Area Middle East 
Dialogue Group as of the date note~ on the first page. It will ~e 
updated from time to time, as new developments occur. 
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Middle East Dialogue: 
A Way to Explore the Paths toward Peace 

This statement describes a con~inuing dialogue undertaken in 

Syracuse during the past three years in the effort to contribute 

to mutual understanding and peace b~tween Israel and its Arab 

neighbors. All of the participants in the dia logue are citizens 

of the United States and residents of the Syracuse area in Central 

New York State. Though distant in location from the eastern 

Mediterranean , we are a ll deeply concerned over the violence and 

bloodshed that have troubled that area for 36 years and more . We 

are hopeful that through good will , r estraint , and mutual 

understanding - - it might at last be possible to find the way 

toward a workable peace. 

To further this cause, the Middle East Dialogue Group will 

describe it~ e~perience in meeting, speaking , _learning , and acting 

for peace. Our purpose in doing so is t o suggest to others that 

they consid~r forming a dialogue g roup of their own. Although we 

assume that others will not repeat the identical pattern we have 

followed, we hope that they will learn from our experience and be 

encouraged to undertake comparable activi ~ies. If dialogue for 

peace were to occur in 100 cities instead of only one, its effects 

would undoubtedly be more than 100 times greater than the ef £ect 

we have had so far. We therefore invite those who are interested 

in searching for peace in the Middle East to join us in a common 

effort. 
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Distinctive Characteristics 

We have assumed that dialogue ~equires face-to-face, 

continuing meetings between partisans of the opposing positions. 

For this reason, we sought to form a group that included Jews who 

were corrmitteq to the Israeli cause and Palestinians who were 

committed to the Palestinian cause. 

In order to arrange such a dialogue, we needed some way of 

making contact between the two 9roups . For this purpose, people 

·who were not clearly identified with either side provided a 

valuable link. In the Syracuse a~ea there were some 

non-Palestinian Christians who had good contacts with Palestinians 

and with Jews. They helped to arrange meetings between Jews and 

Palestinians interested in dialogu~ and they joined as a third 

group. 

From the beginning , it was agreed that the numbers from each 

of the three groups ought to be roughly equal. A small planning 

com.mi ttee·, with members from each of the three groups, located and 

invited five Jews, five Palestinians , and five "others" to 

participate in the first dialogue. The conditions of 

participation were extremely important i~ shaping the Dialogue 

Group. 

Those invited were asked to join only if they agreed on a 

basic approach. This was stated as follows: 
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The basic assumption of the conversation is that all 

participants accept the legitimacy of both the State of Israel 

and self-determination for Pale$tinians, including the option 

of a sovereign West Bank-Gaza Strip state. 

The formulation of the initial assumption meant that many 

supporters of Israel and many supporters of the Palestinian cause 

could not conscientiously join the Dialogue. As a res~lt, the 

group did not represent the "ma in stream" of thinking in either 

.camp. Rather it selected those who were inclined, distinctively 

and unusually, toward the path of reconciliation. This type of 

selection seemed to be necessary , if the group were to achieve its 

basic purpose: 

To provide a forum for Syracuse-area . residents from Arab, 

Jewish and other communities to discuss a variety of U. S. 

initiatives furthering a peaceful accommodation between 

Israelis and Palestinians. 

One other point should be added about the composition of the 

group. While all of its members were oriented toward 

accommodation, each of the Jews and each of the Palestinian~ were 

strongly committed to the respective inte~ests of their people. 

Thus none of the Palestinians considered the activities of the 

Palestine Liberation Organization as ''terrorist" and none of the 

Jews accepted the accusations of Zionist-racism or ,genocide 
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leveled against Israel. All of the participants believed that the 

basic interest of the nation with which t~ey identified could best 

be served by accommodation with the interests of the other side. 

Organiza~ion 

The Dialogue Group has met r~gularly since its start in 

September, 1981. Some of its initial members have resigned -- for 

personal reasons, or out of a belief that the Group had embarked 

on a mistaken or useless course. But each time one has dropped, 

· another has been found to join the group . Recently, the numbers 

have been increased from five of each group to seven . While the 

new number, 21 , gives greater strength, it preserves the important 

· feature of face-to-face knowledge which we have found to be 

important, if not essential, for mutual trust. 

The Group originally met on the average of once every six 

weeks, until recently when it has me~ once a month. Its meetings 

are planned by a tripartite Steer~ng Committee , which meets in 

advance and circulates an agenda with appropriate materials. The 

meetings have generally been chaired by a member of the "other" 

group , although this choice now seems less necessary -- because of 

increased mutual trust -- than it on~e did. Recently a dual 

steering committee, consisting of a Palesti.~ian and a Jew, has 

worked successfully in the absence of an available "other." 
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Several conventions have been adopted to facilitate free 

discussion, while protecting individual members from possible 

external embarrassment. It is understood that no member will be 

personally quoted, outside the Dialogue Group, for any statement 

made or position taken within the Group. If the Dialogue Group is 

to issue any statement in the name of the Group, the statement 

must be agreed to by at least four out of five (or five of seven) 

of each of the three groups. This rule proved important i n 

allaying fears. As it turned out, no statement has been issued 

except where there was complete unanimity. 

Activities 

In the first year, prime attention was given to the drafting 

of a statement of position . The statement that was eventua~lly 

issued sounded very much like the initial condition for 

membership. · It was agreed to in July, 1982, shortly after the 

Israeli invasion of Lebanon. It read as follows: 

We are a group of fifteen United States citizens of 

Jewish, Christian, and Palestinian (M·1s lim and Christian} 

backgrounds~ We have gathered in dialogue for eight months to 

try to bring action to our serious concerns about the tragic 

situation in the Middle East. 
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We believe that the currest Lebanese crisis is derived 

from the continuing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We call for 

the immediate cessation of. shooting and killing by all sides 

in Lebanon. An adequate resolution of the crisis, however·, 

must look . toward a solution of that underlying conflict. 

In the . interest of peace and human rights, we . urge the 

U.S. government and U.S. citizens to help create the 

conditions which would enable ' the Palestinians, the Israelis 

and the neighboring Arab countries mutuallv to accept the 

legitimacy of the state of Israel, and, in the West Bank and 

Gaza, of an independent Palestinian state or other structure 

as determined by Palestinians. 

The primary _goal of any Middle East settlement must be 

peace, justice and security for all the people of the area. 

After months of dialogue we affirmed these principles 

before the current crisis. We reaffirm them today. 

The statement was sent to the President and Secretary of State as 

well as to Congressional leaders. It was released to the 

newspape~s at the same time. 

The significance of our statement was found more in its 

effects on the Group than on those who received it. While it was 

acknowledged politely in Washington, we h~a no reason to suppose 

it was eyen considered in policy formation. The only possible 

eff e ct there might have been to add to the increasing number of 
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voices raised in favor· of America assuming a vigorous stance in 

favor of mutual accommodation for peace. 

It proved important for the Dialogue Group to have reached an 

agreed~upon, public position. Tha~ achievement, which took many 

months, signalled basic agreement and trust. ·It was achieved even 

though we did not, and do not, agree on everything. We had not, 

for example, ~eached a common position concerning the PLO, or 

concerning the eventual boundaries, or on the status of 

Jerusalem. Even so, we have found ourselves able to communicate 

and to act -- by accentuating the positions on which we agree. 

When the R·eagan · plan was enunciated, for example, we were 

quickly able to agree to its support. · It seemed to us to provide 

a basis that could lead to a negotiated settlement close to, if 

not identical with, our initial position. More recenlty, however, 

we have agreed to move away from the Reagan plan and to rea-f firm 

our support for Palestinian self-determination, with the option of 

a two-state solution. 

We are seeking ways to promote consideration of our process 

and perspective. We speak by invitation in synagogues, churches, 

mosques -- as well as other forums, such as ~NA/USA -- on this 

subject. Sometimes we send a team representing the three groups. 

Sometimes we go alone. The Syracuse newspapers have interviewed 

us, reported on our activities, and commented favorably. (See 

attached clipping.) We believe that we are respected as sincere, 

realistic people seeking a lasting peace that will be to the 

advantage of all. 

·- ~ _ ... 
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We would li~~ to see similar act~vity undertaken by others. 

We continue -to explore ways by which we can encourage like-minded 

·people to undertake comparable dial9gue efforts. We are currently 

trying out a pl~n ·for contacting . and bringing together people in 

other cities who might join in a tripartite dialogue in each of 

those ci-ti~s. 

If this pattern could occur elsewhere, we believe that our 

efforts would be far more effective. This statement has been 
' 

prepared to convey that idea. If anyone seeks our advice, we are 

available. W~ are prepared to respond by phone or letter, to 

attend an organizational meeting , or to · help in any other way 

possible. To cont~ct us , please write or telephone a~y of the 

following: 

Shirley DeHority 
19 Edgewood Road 
Seneca Falls, New York ~3148 

Tel. C3+5> 568 - 9698 

Ahmad El - Hindi 
Filter Tech 
Fairgrounds Road 
Manlius, New York 131~4 
Tel. ( 315) 682-8815 

Richard o. Schwartz 
College of Law 
Syracuse University 
Syracuse, New York 13210 
Te 1. ( 315 ) 4 2 3-4112 

We hope to hear from you soon. Whether you want our advice or 

not, please let us know of your own activities. All of us, 

concerned with the pursuit of peace, should encourage each other 

until at last we succeed! 
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,, ~amp David/Syracuse Style 
... . 
~:· As the story elsewhere on this page re-. 

- ~ counts, something extraordinary has been 
: · ·going on in Syracuse. 
,."!·. While the winds have blown hot and cold 

·~: in the Mideast - witb Israel's invasion of 
:< Lebanon. the massacre of civilians in the 
· Palestinian refugee camps, assassinations, 

government shake-ups, the apparent fal­
tering of the Camp David peace process -
a fragile coalition of Palestinians, Chris­
tians and Jews right here in Central New 
York has continued the elusive search for . 
peace. 

Their forum is the Syracuse Arca Middle 
East Dialogue Gro~p. Their formula is sim­
ply St.:l tcd: " ... th:it all participants accept 
the legitimacy of both the state of Israel : 
and sclf·determinar.ion for the Palestinians, 
including the opuon of a sovereign West 
Bank-Gaza Strip state." 

~· To underst.:lnd how rare this coalition is, 
consider the following.: The Palestinian Lib­

; eration Organization has refused to recog­
:. nize Israel's existence, and vice versa: Is-

rael refuses to accept self-determination 
. for the Palestinians, not to mention a sover­
: eign state on the West Dank. 
. Skeptics might say the coalition's credi­
.. bility diminishes in direct proportion to the 
: degree of consensus reached. Dut 1ls mem­
: bers bave the necessary credentials: The 
:<Jews are ful.ly committed to Is rael, as 
•\ 

the Palestinians are to their cause. And they 
are not "lightweights;" the panel includes · 
an orthopedic surgeon, Syracuse University 
faculty, corporation presidents and ·execu­
tives, a county judge, as well as members 
of the clergy. 

What distinguishes the members of this 
group above all is their committment to 
reconciliation - a dogged determination to 
surmount their dif!erences and stick U> 
common ground. 

The group supports President Reagan's 
peace plan for the Mideast. lt has now . 
launched a "peace initiative" of its own. 
based on two premises: one. that the solu· 
tion to the Mideast crisis lies at least as 
much in the United States as it does over 
there; two, that expanding this consensus 
approach can contribute to that solution. 

Accordingly, the dialog group is spread· 
ing the word to other cities, urging that 
similar groups be formed. A group is also 
coming together among college students in 
the area. 

Is Syracuse the next stop after Camp 
David on the trail to peace in the Middle 
East? Said one of the group's membas: 
"We've breached what was thought to be a 
stone wall ... If there were 1,000 groups like 
this, it could make a difference." 

We would be the l:ist to deriy it. 

'"'- r 
.~ .~ 
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A PERIODIC SUMMARY OF MATERIALS AND NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

March 1983 

This bulletin is designed to provide readers with a quick overview 
of materials produced and distributed by the American Jewish 
Committee in recent weeks. If you would like copies of any. of the 
items described, please use the order sheet on the last page. Single 
copies of materi_als priced under one dollar will ·be sent free; 
payment is requested for items costing one dollar or more . 

.. - .- - - --:!" • • · · - --

American Jewish Year BoOk: 1983. Edited by 
Milton Himmelfarb and David Singer. 
Published by the American Jewish Committee 
and the Jewish Publication Society of 
America. 436 pp. 

The standard reference work in the field since 
1900 again provides "a record of events and 
trends in American and world Jewish life." 
Two features articles, "Religiosity Patterns in 
Israel" by Calvin Goldscheider and Dov 
Friedlander, and "Reform and Conservative 
Judaism in Israel" by Ephraim Tabory, suggest 
that Israelis are becoming more secular, 
although a majority continue to regard religion 
as an important part of life. An article on 
"Jewish Population in the U.S.," which 
pro:vides both trends and statistical data, 
reports ·that wl)ile American Jews continue to-· 
migrate in large ·numbers to the nation's so­
called Sun Belt, the number of Jews living in 
Manhattan has also increased dramatically. 
The Jewish populations of California, 
Colorado, Florida and Missouri have grown in 
recent years, while the Jewish communities of 
the New England and Middle Atlantic states 
experienced .a considerable net decrease. The 
review of developments in the U.S. includes a 
report by Murray Friedman on "Intergroup 
Relations," a review "The United States, 
Israel, and the Middle East" by George E. 

·Gruen, and "The 1981-1982 National Survey of 
American Jews" by Steven M. Cohen. 

; 

A Study of Attitudes Conceriling. the American 
Jewish Community. Conducted for the AJC 
by the Gallup Organization. Executive S1,1m­
m ary. ·2 pp. plus excerpts. 

One ·heartening statistic in this latest AJC­
commissioned attitude survey, conducted 
between January 21 and January 30, ~983, 
with a nationally representative sample of 
1,515 adults aged 18 and older, is the finding 
that the sympathies of the American public 
have returned to pre-Lebanon-crisis 
proportions. Forty-nine percent said they 
favored Israel in the Middle East conflict; and 
12 · percent favored the Arab nations. Support 
for Israel had declined alarmingly in 
September 1982, during the Lebanon crisis, 
when Israel was favored by 32 percent and the 
Arab nations by ·28·- percent. The · tluly 1981 
findings showed 49 percent in favor of Israel 
and 10 percent in favor of the Arab nations. 
The latest findings are broken down further by 
sex, age, education, religion and region. 

### 

Israel for Christians: Understanding Modem 
Israel, by A. James Rudin~ Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1983. 149 pp. 

In a concise, informative book written 
primarily for a non-Jewish audience, the 
Assistant National Director of the AJC's 
Interreligious Affairs Department describes 

Qj C, THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 



the origin and development of Zionism and the 
State of Israel, and reviews the major political 
and religious issues surrounding the Middle 
East conflict. In a frank examination of the 
controversies confusing many Americans, 
Rabbi Rudin answers hard questions regarding 
the Pal,estinians, the Holocaust, refugee 
problems, and the future of Jerusalem, and 
discusses Christian attitudes toward the 
Jewish state. 

###t 

Higher Education in the United States: 
Opportunities for Foreign Students, by Edith 
Gann. Published by the AJC's Domestic 
Affairs Department. 8 pp. 

.Dr. Gann, a member of the AJC's National 
Education Committee, lists a wide variety of 
grants and scholarships available for foreign 
students who want to attend a college or 
university in the U.S. The guide covers 
general studies grants, special studies grants, 
and stipends for living expenses, and includes a 
bibliography. It provides names and addresses 
of major sources of grants and scholarships, 
along with brief descriptions of the kinds of 
aid available, eligibility requirements, and how 
to apply. In her introduction Dr. Gann warns 
of escalating costs and sharp cuts in funds for 
student loans, but adds that "although grants 
and scholarships are less abundant than in the 
past, they are still available to those who 
q·ualify." 

### 

The 1982 m.ections. A Report of the AJC's 
Information and Research Services. 14 pp. 

This report summarizes a number of trends · 
that surfaced during the 1982 election. More 
Jews, Catholics and Hispanics were elected to 
Congress than ever before, as a new majority 
of Democrats in the House of Representatives 
and state legislatures eliminated Republican 
gains in the 1980 elections. Anti-Semitism 
played a negligible role in contests for major 
office throughout the U.S.: anti-Semitic 
parties e:s such were virtually absent from the 
scene, and few if any bigots were elected to 
office. Two well-known anti-Israel members 
of the House, Paul Findley of lliinois and Paul 
McCloskey of California, are no longer there, 

but, says the report, not primarily because of 
their stance on Israel. The analysis also 
describes Jewish voting patterns in several key 
elections: Jews voted Democratic three- or 
four-to-one in California and New Jersey - in 
California for Tom Bradley, who was defeated 
in . the race for Governor, and in New Jersey 
for Frank Lautenberg, who defeated 
Representative Mildred Fenwick for the U.S. 
Senate seat. Lautenberg and Senator Howard 
Metzenbaum were among heavy spenders who 
won, while Lewis Lehrman, who also spent 
heavily, was beaten for Governor of New 
York. In New York, Jews went two-to-one for · 
Mario Cuomo, a non-Jewish Democrat, running 
against Lehrm.an,. the Jewish Republican. 

### 

Statement of the American Jewish Committee 
and the American Jewish .Congress on the 
National Commission on Social Security 
Reform Compromise Agreement, Submitted to 
the House Committee on Ways and 
Means. 12 pp. 

In a joint presentation to the House hearings, 
both organizations expressed general support 
for the compromise recommendations of the 
National Commission on Social Security 
Reform, while noting that there were 
elements they might not have endorsed if they 
had not been part of a "bipartisan" agreement. 
Pointing out that American Jews include a 
larger proportion of aged than most other 
groups in the nation, the statement stressed 
the two organizations' concern for the 
viability of the Social Security system, 
commended the Commission's proposals . for 
resolving the systei:n's short-term financial 

· probiems, thus buying time to plan for its 
long-term needs, and applauded the proposals 
to increase benefits for some of the lowest­
income retirees. On the other hand, the 
statement expressed reservations about the 
plan to tax 50 percent of Social Security 
benefits for single recipients with adjusted 
in<?omes of $20,000, and married eouples with 

. adjusted incomes of $25,000. Such a provision, 
it declared, would violate an "unwritten 
agreement" between the government and 
Social · Security beneficiaries and, in its 
present form, would also constitute a 
"marriage tax." 

2 



The Cold Peace Between Egypt and Israel, by 
George E. Gruen. Prepared by the AJC's 
Foreign Affairs Department. 12 pp. 

The AJC's Director of Middle East Affairs 
contrasts "the frigid state of Egyptian-Israeli 
relations" with the hopeful expectation of 
warm and cordial relations a few years ago, 
and describes how this slide has taken place. 
Speculating on the causes, he cites the 
continu.ing domestic opposition to Israel among 
elements of the Egyptian population, and 
Cairo's long-standing foreign policy objective 
of restoring Egypt to good standing within the 
Arab League once the Sinai was returned. 
Pointing out that the freeze in Egypt's 
relations with Israel has been coupled with a 
steady downgrading of the Camp David 
Accords, Dr. Gruen recalls that President 
Mubarak assured Prime Minister Begin a year 
ago that t he Camp David framework was "the 
only binding document between our two 
countries," and concludes that "what is called 
for now is a whole-hearted reaffirmation by 
President Mubarak of this commitment." 

# #t #t 

The Current Statm of Private Club 
Discrimination in Philadelphia, by Carolyn 
Beck. A Report of the AJC's Philadelphia 
Chapter. 8 pp. 

Anthropologist Carolyn Beck asserts that 
discrimination based oh race, religion, sex and 
ethnicity is on the way out in most private 
social clubs in Philac;ielphia. Although pockets 
of resistance continue to exist, persons of all 
backgrounds who fit club standards of business 
and civic achievement and social compati­
bility are increasingly finding their way· onto 
club rosters. The report points out that while 
club discrimination has been "a backwater 
issue" for most Americans, it remains a 
matter of concern because clubs often provide 
an important avenue of access to the 
leadership structure of a community. 

#t #t #t 

The Role of Women in Jewish Religio~ Life: 
A Decade of Change, 1972-1982. Published by 
the AJC's Department of Jewish Communal 
Affairs. 29 pp. 

Papers prepared for an AJC consultation, held 

in June 1982, together with a summary of the 
proceedings, stress that women play a much 
larger role in Jewish religious life today than 
they did 10 years ago, . but still have not 
achieved full equality. Even where full 
participation in synagogue life is "legal," it is 
not yet "normal," and the Conservative 
movement's refusal to ordain women as rabbis 
causes a nger and frustration. Participants of 
_ ~.!!~-- ~<?nf ~ren~e, which included rabbis, 
cantors, academics and Jewish communal 
leaders, most of them women, agreed that t he 
major obstacles to women's equality in Jewish 
religious life stem from entrenched social 
.attitudes. 
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### 

Speaking Out, by Seymour Samet. Reprinted 
frory1 Perspectives, Summer 1982. 1 p. 

In this article in the Federal Government's 
civil rights quarterly, the Director of the 
AJC's Domestic Affairs Department notes 
that we are now living in a "post-civil rights 
era," and that ~conomics has become the civil 
rights agenda for the 1980s. The civil rights 
community, he says, has failea to deal with 
the effects of the· current economic crisis on 
minorities and women because it h.as been 
inadequately involved in directing the course 
of the nation's economic development. In 
charting the "unfinished ·agenda" for the civil 
rights movement, Mr. Samet offers several 
guidelines: coalitions of concerned citizen 
groups are essential; techniques that have 
failed should be abandoned; minority group 
leaders should speak out against extremists 
lest the extremists claim they represent 
minorities; the issue is not "guns vs. butter" 
but how to assure a better balance between 
the two; .the forces of conservatism are not 
necessarily hostile · ·to the interests -of 
minorities. 

### 

In The Matter of the Holy Spirit Association 
for the Unification of World Christianity vs. 
The Tax Commission of the City of New York. 
Analysis and Critique by Andrea S. Klausner. 
8 pp. 

Analyzing the unanimous decision of the. New 
York State Court of Appeals that the 
Unification Church (headed by the Rev. Sun 
Myong Moon) is "organized and conducted 
primarily for religious purposes," the ~egal 



Associate in the Discrimination Division ot' the 
AJC's Domestic Affairs Department argues 
that lines between legitimate religions and 
"insincere pseudo-religious cults" can and 
should be drawn. Many observers feel, Ms. 
Klausner notes, that the Unification Church 
and its various com merical and journalistic 
appendages are organized and conducted 
primarily to enhance the private fortune and 
political power of the Rev. Sun Myong Moon. 

it# #t 

The UN Mid-Decade Conference for Women: 
A New Forum for Conflict? by Lois 
Gottesman. An AJC Foreign Affairs Back­
grounder. 3 pp. 

AJC Research Analyst Lois Gottesman 
documents what happened at · earlief. UN 
.conferences on the role of women, particularly 
the meetings in Mexico City in 1975 and in 
Copenhagen in 1980, where hostility to Israel 
dominated the proceedings. Discussing the 
"end-of-decade" conference tentatively 
scheduled for Kenya in 1985, she reports that 
Jewish organizations are studying how to cope 
with a similar propaganda blitz in Kenya. 
However, "no real counter-strategy has as yet 
been worked out," Ms. Gottesman reports, 
"beyond the idea that one should urge ·state 
and the U.S. administration not to let happen 
at Nairobi what happened at Copenhagen." 

#t## 

OPEC in Distress. Petrolmpact, Vol. 6, No. I, 
Jan.-Feb. 1983~ 6 pp. 

The lead article in the AJC's bi-monthly 
publication reviewing petro-dollar influence in 
American affairs pain.ts . out that while some 
analysts predict dire consequences if oil prices 
collapse, others believe lower crude prices will 
have a positive effect on the world economy. 
"My feeling is the sharp increase we had in 
energy prices really acted as a tax on 
American business and consumers, and a 
decrease would act as a tax deduction [andl 
would be ·very stimulative to the economy," 
explains John Sawhill, former Energy 
Administrator. Other articles in this issue 
detail recent trends in Arab investment, 
discuss a recent $4-billion Saudi deposit in the 
French banking system to support the franc, 

· and point out how hospital management 
consUlting in the Middle East has become a 
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major business investment vehicle for U.S. 
companies. 

### 

The Sephardi-Ashkenazi Gap in Israel: Three 
Aspects of the Issue. Prepared by the AJC's 
Foreign Affairs Department. 20 pp. 

Three papers address various aspects of the 
economic, educational and social gap between 
Israeli Jews of European and Western origin, 
and those of Asian or African backgrounds-an 
issue that has been receiving a great deal of 
attention both in the U.S. and in Israel. The 
first paper, ''Kfar Shalem Is Not Mfami," 
prepared by the AJC's Israel Office, describes 
a recent incident in which a Sephardi named · 
Sh~mon Yeho~hua was sh:~t dead by. a . P~lice 
officer. The report explains why no riots 
followed, but warns that "an explosion of 
ethnic rage" may happen some day if the 
social gap in Israel continues unchecked. The 
second paper, by "a veteran observer of the 
Israeli scene" for the AJC's Israel Office, 
details the various ways in which 45 percent of 
the Israeli population are believed to enjoy 
society's benefits far more than the other 55 
percent. The third paper consists qf three 
interviews with individual Sephardim, of 
different age and status, <?onducted by Inge 
Lederer Gibe!, Program Specialist in the AJC's 
Interreligious Affairs Department. 

### 

Report from Greece, by an AJC Correspon­
dent. Prepared by the AJC's Foreign Affairs 
Department. 5 pp. 

The Greek Government has toned down the 
anti-Semitic stands that were taken by leading 
Greek officials some months ago as part of a 
strong popular and government reaction to the 
events in Lebanon. Personal contacts by AJC 
members with the wife of Prime Minister 
Papandreou, during her recent trip to the U.S., 
helped to sensitize the Government to the 
issue, and many Greek newspapers have begun 
to focus on the political and economic impact 
of Greece's foreign policy toward the Arab 
countries and Israel.. "The conclusion drawn," 
the repor.t declares, "is that while Greece has 
traditional ties of friendship with the Arab 
world, it need not make an enemy out of 
Israel." 



........... .·-.. 

The Oil Bust Panic, by Charles Krauthammer. 
Reprinted from The New Republic, February 
21, 1983, by the AJC's Energy Information 
Service. 5 pp. 

This article, by a senior editor of The New 
Republic, is subheaded, "Why We Should 
Welcome OPEC's Collapse." Mr. Krautham­
mer argues that those who deplore a drop in 
oil prices speak of "important-sounding things 
like orderly markets, price stability, and the 
integrity of the intern.ational banking system," 
but are really discussing "monopoly control 
h1gh prices, and the continued flow of interest 
payments on the almost criminally imprudent 
bank loans made when they were fat with oil 
money." An oil collapse, he maintains, would 

· be the equivalent of a tax reduction for 
Americans; and 

0

Third World countries would 
· benefit even more dramatically. 

### 

Bow Secure are America's Jews? An 
Interview with Milton Ellerin. Reprinted from 
Reform Judaism, Winter 1983. 2 pp. 

The AJC's Director of Trends Analyses 
answers some basic questions about threats to 
Jewish security. "Many people hold anti­
Jewish attitudes," Mr. Ellerin explains, "but 
we do not know exactly what conditions would 
make these passive anti-Semites into active 
anti-Semites •.•. We estimate that [the Ku Klux 
Klanl numbers less than 10,000 enrolled 
members today." Discussing the impact of the 
war in Lebanon on American attitudes toward 
Israel ·and Jews, Mr. Ellerin said there had 
been --iifio rise in anti-Semitic incidents; if 
anything, there was a decline." Jews tend to 
be somewhat oversensitive to manifestations 
of anti-Semitism, he said, adding that while it 
was important to be alert and concerned, "it 
serves no useful purpose to be paranoid ••• " He 
went on: "I have been hooted, pelted, and 
whistled off the stage because I have· told the 
story of the Klan and of the Nazis as it is; 
they constitute no threat to Jewish status in 
this country. The total Jewish condition in the 
U.S., now and in . the foresseable future, is 
healthy and secure, and that is what counts." 

The TV Battle for the American Mind, by 
Samuel Rabinove. Reprinted from Reform 
Judaism, Winter 1983. 2 pp. 

The AJC's Legal Director discusses the 
complaints of the Moral Majority about what 
it considers a massive breakdown of public 
order, authority and morality. "Since tele­
vision has become such an omnipresent force 
in our society, much of the blame for our 
burgeoning ills is being laid at its doorstep," 
Mr. Rabinove explains, and he details some of 
the efforts to organize viewer and sponsor 
boycotts in attempts to influence the content 
of TV programming. If the career of Ed 
Asner, whose outspoken political positions 
were .followed by cancellation of his "Lou· 
Grant" series, is · adversely affected, "other 
performers may ·think twice before they· speak 
out publicly on any controversial issue." Mr. 
Rabinove concludes: "One may question the 
wisdom of broadcasters but not their rights. 
The right of broadcasters to present program 
content or to feature performers offensive to 
Jews or others is part of the price to be paid 
by all of us for living in a basically free 
country." 

.### 

Jew and Hispanics in America: The Meeting 
of Two Historic Cultures. A Report of the 
Houston Conference of Hispanic-Jewish 
Relations. 31 pp. 

This booklet, edited by the AJC's Ii1stitute on 
Pluralism and Group Identity, reports on a 
ground-breaking conference · in April 1981 
under the auspices of the AJC's Houston 
Chapter and the Immigrant Aid Society of the 
Americas, where scholars and leaders of two 
important American ethnic groups engaged in 
"ethnic sharing." Pointing out the many goals, 
problems and interests they had in common, 
both groups stressed their "strong desire to 
retain their unique· cultural and historical 

. identity, while at the same time they strive 
for absorption into the economic and cultural 
mainstream of American life." Frank dis­
cussions of their mutual, though sometimes 
varying, concerns would benefit each group, 
the participants agreed. 
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ANTI-JEWISH DISCRIMINATION IN SOVIET HIGHER EDUC~TION 

An ·International Relations Department Background Memorandum 

Allan L. Kagedan 
Research Analyst, IRD 

One of ·the chief claims made by the Anti-Zionist Committee of the Soviet 
·Public, for.med on April 21, 1983, is that no anti-Jewish <Jiscrimination e;>cists in 
Soviet higher educational institutions. Even before it was formally established, 
members of the Anti-Zionist Committee issued a statement oil April 1 deriding the 
charge of such discrimination as "Zionist propaganda" and ·11slander.11l Indeed, by 
championing the claim that Jews receive equal treatment, the Anti-Zionist Committee 
has raised the discrimination issue to a new prominence. 

Official Soviet analysts of' Jewish affairs support the Anti-Zionist Committee''s 
assertions affirming that the principal of equality is embodied in Sov\et law. A 
Soviet pamphlet entitled Jews in the USSR, published in 1982, asserts that "the 
Soviet state has created for Jews better conditions than any other country." The 
booklet claims that the "USSR leads the world in respect of the proportion of Jewish 
population with a higher education,". and terms accusations of discrimination in the 
USSR as ''lies." To bolster their claim that Soviet Jews suffer no discrimination, 
So~iet sP<>kesmen point to article 36 of the Soviet Constitution of 1977, which reads 
in part: · 

"Any direct or indirect limitations ef the rights of citizens or the establishment 
of direc_t or indirect privileges on grounds or race or nationality, and any 
advocacy: of racial or national exclusiveness, hostility or contempt is punishable 
by law.112 ' 

However, contrary to assertions made by Soviet officials, Soviet Jews are 
indeed deprived of equal opportunity in education and employment. Discriminatory 
practices affect all Jews - including those who have not applied for emigration 
- and also affect non-Jews with partial Jewish ancestry. As Roy Medvedyev, a 
well known Soviet historian, stated in 1970, ttte practice of discriminating against 
Jews, initiated in the 1950s was "refined and perfected" in the 1960s. Furthermore, 
the fact that Jews suffered discrimination was "no secret .•. either in our country or 
abroad. 113 

1.Pravda, April 1, 1983 . 
2.Avtandil Rukhadze, Jews in the USSR(Moscow , 1982) , pp . 46-49. 
3. Roy Medvedyev, "S~mizdat: Jews in the USSR ," ·spr_ing 1971, pp.166. 
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Still, the nature and scope of this violation of the human rights of Soviet Jews 
is little understood in the West. 

Thi~ paper will outline the latest evidence, based on Soviet Sources and the 
testimony of Soviet emigres, which demonstrates conclusively that anti-Jewish 
discrimination exists in the USSR. The reasons for this policy and its implications 
for the USSR will also be discussed. 

Statistical Evidence 

In the decade 1971-1981, the number of Jewish students attending higher 
educational institutions in Moscow and the Soviet Union as a whole dropped sharply. 
According to a Soviet statistical booklet issued periodically, called Moscow in Figures, 
the number of Jewish youths in Moscow's higher educational institutions plunged 
from 19,058 in 1971 to 9,911 in 1981. For the Soviet Union as a whole, there were 
111,900 Jews enrolled in higher educational institutions in 1969; yet by 1979, the 
number had dropped to 66,900.l · 

Some of the decline in the number of Jewish youths attending universities and 
technical schools may be attributed to emigration. Yet according to a study done 
in the 1970s by the London-based Institute for Jewish Affairs, emigration .caused a 
decline in the Soviet Jewish population of 15.8% in the USSR, and 13.2% in Moscow. 
This cannot explain the 50% ·plunge in Jewish student enrollments in Moscow and in 
the USSR.2 

Similarly, the aging of the Soviet Jewish population does not explain the 
precipitous decline. An Israeli scholar places the differential in the size of age 
cohorts of Soviet Jewish young people for the 1960s and 1970s at between 10% and 
20%, not 50% or more.3 

Inference from Soviet Government statistics is but one source of evidence 
about discrimination against Soviet Jews. Moscow mathematicians, in the late_ 1970s 
and early 1980s, prepared a series of analyses of the admission policies of Moscow 
State University, perhaps the most prestigious university in the Soviet Uriion. In 
June 1982, two mathematicians who released results of these studies, Boris Kanevsky 
and Valery Senderov, were arrested. In January 1983, Kanevsky was sentenced to 
5 years internal exile; in March, Senderov was given a 12-year sentence, 7 years 
in prison, and 5 years in internal exile. 4 -

.. 

Senderov and Kanevsky focused their survey5 on the Mathematics and Mechanics 
Department of Moscow University. In 1981, of 64 applicants to the department, 49 
were not Jewish and 15 were Jewish, or partly Jewish (having at least one Jewish 
grandparent). 

1 • Mos k v a v t s i f r a k h , 19 7 1 , p • 13 2 ; 19 8 1 , p . 18 6 ; 19 7 9 , p • 15 7 • 
2.Lukasz Hirszowicz, "Jewish Students in Moscow and the USSR," 
Research Report, Institute for Jewish Affairs, no. 5, 1982. 
3."Moi'dechai Altshuler, Soviet Jewry Today (Hebrew), Jerusalem, 1~79, 
p. 58. 
4. New York Times, March 2, 1983; Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Jan. 
25, 1983. 
5.Boris Kanevsky and Valery Sendrov's research was published in 
unofficial, samizdat, documents. Their 1980 report is summarized 
in The Chronicle of Higher Education, May 11, 1981, p. 1. 

.. 
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In the university mathematics entrance exams, Jewish applicants were awarded,­
on average, 3.6 points .less than non-Jews. Yet the average grade of the group of 
Jewish students in the high school comprehensive final exams in mathematics, taken 
at the same time as the university entrance exams, was precisely equal. One is forced 
to conclude that the university entrance exams were graded in a discriminatory 
fashion - and, indeed, testimony from applicants supports this contention. As a 
consequence of these unfair examination procedures while only 13.33% of the Jewish 
students were accepted, 83.66% of the non-Jewish applicants were admitted to the 
university. 

A survey by Senderov and Kanevsky in 1979 produced ana.Iogous results. In 
that year, 87% of non-Jewish applicants w~re admitted to the Mathematics 
Department, and 13% of Jewish applic~nts were permitted entrance. The figures 
for 1980 were strikingly similar: 73% of non-Jews were admitted and 13.3% of Jews 
gained admission. On the basis of their previous records, equal numbers of Jews 
and non-Jews should have been admitted. Because of a quota to limit Jewish . 
entrance into the Mathematics Department, qualified Jewish applicants were barred 
fro[Jl admission. 

To argue that this is a process of reverse di.scrimination which assists deprived 
nation~lity grou~. as some observers might reason, is misleading. No members of 
Central Asian nationality grou~ or Northern nationalities entered Moscow's Mathe­
.matics Department because of discrimination against Jews: ethnic Russians did. In 
other words, in the case of Moscow State University, anti-Jewish discrimination 
rewards an already dominant -ethnic. group; it favors those now privileged. 

Individual Cases 

Statistics cannot convey adequately the anguish which discriminatory practices 
·cause. To appreciate the human dimension of the problem the best source of 
information is the Soviet emigre community in the United States. The names of 
persons interviewed have been withheld because the~e individuals fear compromising 
relatives still in the USSR. 

A young woman who applied to Moscow University in the late 1970's, reports 
that as part of the application procedure students must submit internal passports, 
in which their ethnic origin and the names of their parents are recorded. 
Examiners thus know who the Jewish applicants are in aqvance. Before the 1977 
entrance examination to the. Mathematics Department, she relates, students were 
divided into two groups: Jews and non-Jews. Dur.ing the exam, Jewish students 
were given three questions, impossible to answer in the time allotted. In the Soviet 
mathematical community, these questions have been dubbed "Jewish questions." 

In addition, in variance with customary practice, exam questions were given 
orally; normally, problems are drawn randomly by students from a box. After being 
mocked by one examiner, the young woman was told that she had failed the exam. 
She then gave the questions to senior mathematics professors. Unable to solve them 
in the ten minutes allotted to Jewish students,! the professors needed a full hour 
to solve the problems. 

Dr. Andrei Sakharov, a noted Soviet physicist, described his attempt to take 
the mathematics exam given to a Jewish high school graduate who applied to Moscow 
State University:2 . 

I.Interview, June 13, 1983. 
2.Document 112, The Moscow Helsinki Monitoring Group, Nov. 5, 1979. 
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I chose one of the problems on the list . Of course, the student taking the 
examination is not allowed to choose the particular problem he wished to solve. 
I found a very pretty solution to my problem, but it required a nontrivial and 
ingenious argument , and it took me much more than one hour. Moreover, I 
was able to work quietly at home. I needed to use my considerable experience 
in solving these difficult mathematical problems as well as· my large ·store. of 
mathematical knowledge. 

Nothing demonstrates anti-Jewish discrimination better than the case of Gleb 
Koshevoy, who applied to Moscow State's Mathematics faculty in 1979. Suspecting 
Koshevoy was Jewish, the ~xaminer assigned him failing grades. Koshevoy then 
submitted a family tree to the admissions committee to prove that he had no Jewish 
ancestors for at least three generations. Subsequently, Koshevoy's exam grades were 
raised, and· he was admitted to the Mathematics Oepartment.l 

Another tactic used to discriminate against Jewish applicants to universities is · 
to fail them on examinations extraneous to their major field. In an interview, a 
graduate of Moscow University explained that he had applied for entrance into the 
institution's graduate physics program in 1966, and was denied admission for failing 
a test in the history of the Communist Party. During the examination, examiners 
simply discounted his an~wers as incorrect. He was admitted to graduate school 
subsequently and left the USSR in 1975. He is now Professor of Physics at a major 
American university.2 . 

Discrimination is not restricted to Moscow. An emigre scientist, now employed 
by a major American corporation headquartered in New Y or.k, relates how 
discrimination plagued him throughout his university career in Soviet Central Asia. 
A resident of the Kazak USSR, in 1967, he was elected "president" of his class for 
receiving the highest grades. This achievement would normally entitle him to a 
Lenin scholarship. A non-Jewish ~tudent, with lower grades, received the award. 
He was forced to conclude that his Jewish origin had placed the Lenin scholarship 
out of bounds. Subsequently employed as a professor in a textile institute a~so in 
the Kazak SSR, this scientist was refused permission to participate in an exchange 
program with Austria, run by the institute. · He learned from the institute's director 
that he was refused because he was Jewish.3 

Soviet Jews encounter discrimination in employment in scientific research 
institutions as well as in universities. After graduating with a Master's degree in 
geology from Leningrad University, a Jewish woman, now living in New York, .was 
offered three positions. Yet, after the initial offer, she was told by a chief of a 
research department that, despite her academic qualifications, she could not be hired 
because she was Jewish.4 In 1971, a graduate of Saratov University in the RSFSR, 
who received his M.S. in mathematics was asked to join a secret research "institute, 
known as 1110.11 After submitting an application to the institute, this young man 
was told he could not be hired because he was Jewish.5 Simil~rly a holder of a 
Candidate's degree in science (equivalent to the Ph.D) from Moscow University, was una 
ble to find a job in his field upon graduation in 1972. On one occasion, a member of 
the hiring commission told him that he was refused the job because he was Jewish.6 

1.See Footnote #10. 
2.lnterview, June 8, 1983. 
3.Interview, July 7, 1983. 
4.Interview, July 6, 1983 (a). 
5.Interview, August 6, 1983 . 
6.Interview, July 6, 1983 (b). 
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Nor is discrimination restricted to scientific workers. A woman who graduated 
with top grades from the English Department at Leningrad University in 1953 was 
refused admission to the post-graduate program in English. When she asked why, 
she was told by a teacher that at a Department meeting 11everyone had agreed "that 
to accept. a Jew" was "out of the question.111 . 

Anti-Jewish discrimination may also be practiced through using subtle remarks. 
After an initial interview, a graduate of the Moscow Institute of Civil Engineering 
was told by the director of a research institute that he would be hired. The man 
subsequently submitted an application which mentioned his Jewish nationality. The 
research institute's assistant director then told him that he couid not be hired. 
When the applicant asked why this was so, the official said: "You should recognize 
your position. 112 

Historical Facts 

Why is discrimination against Jews encouraged and tolerated by the Soviet 
Government? Why are the talents of Soviet Jews not being channelled where they 
would be most effectively used? The answer relates to two mutually supportive 
tendencies in Soviet life: historically rooted bias against Jews, and sustained 
hostility toward Israel and toward Jewish attachment to Israel. 

Since the end of World War ll, the Communist Party and Soviet officials have 
judged Jews a security risk and subversive of Soviet interests. This biased view 
has deep roots. The notion of the Jew as an alien is familiar in Russian history. 
Medieval Russians perceived Jews as dangerous aliens, transporters of pernicious 
rationalist and Western ideas and unscrupulous traders; similarly,the anti-Semitic 
legislation of the tsars reflected fear of Jews.3 

Despite official Soviet statements condemning anti-Semitism in the 1920s, anti­
Jewish sentiment remained pervasive. Hostility t9ward Jews was expressed in books 
by Communist Party members such as Iurii Libedinskii's A Week (1922) and in 
c·omments made by communists during the Lenin succession struggle in the late 1920s, · 
to discredit Jews in the Soviet leadership,· such as Leon Trotsky.4 

The creation of a Jewish state in 1948 reinforced anti-Jewish attitudes and 
fostered discrimination. The Soviet Government recognized ethnic origin, in part, 
through a system of territorial units carrying the names of nationalities. According 
to Soviet theory, territorial units ere supposed to enhan<?e the loyalty of various 
nationalities to the Soviet state. Jews are one of the few Soviet nationality grou~ 
which has a state outside the borders of the USSR. Thus Soviet recognition of the 
importance of ethnic territories and ethnic emotional bonds has led Soviet leaders 
to conclude Jewish attachment to Israel was yet another manifestation of Jewish 
disloyalty toward the USSR. 

Soviet theory hes never come to gri~ with the existence of Israel as a Jewish 
state, characterizing it instead as a state of the Israeli people. Although Soviet 

1 . Letter, June 27, 1983. 
2.lnterview, June 9, 1983. 
3.Salo Baron, The Russia-n Jew under Tsars and Soviets, 2nd. ed. 
revised (New York, 1976), pp. 1-62. 
4. Maurice Friedberg, "Jewish Themes in Soviet Russian Literature," 
in Lionel Kochan, ed. The Jews in Soviet Russia Since 1917, 3rd. ed. 
revised (Oxford; 1978), pp. 197-216. Joseph Nedava, Trotsky and the 

~(Philadelphia , 1972), pp. 168-182. 
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leaders ma.y concede an Uzbek's attachment to the Uzbek S.S.R., they are unwilling 
to accept a. Jew's connection with Israel. 

Discrimination against Jews in Soviet science began on a. large scale in January 
1953. Shortly before Stalin's death, the Kremlin announced that it had uncovered 
a plot by doctors, most of them Jewish, to poison the Soviet leadership. A few 
months later, after Stalin died, the Kremlin · admitted tha.t no "doctors' plot" had 
ever existed and declared the doctors named as innocent. 

In the interim, however, "thousands of specialists of Jewish nationality were 
dismissed from all medical organizations, institutes, hospitals and establishments of 
higher education." The Soviet Government had declared Jews to be traitorous; no 
institute wished to be tainted by their presence. Once the false nature of the 
doctors' plot was exposed, Jews were rehired - but at lower levels than they had 
occupied previously. Most significantly, a precedent ha.d been set: The Soviet 
regime had declared Jews to be enemies of the state, who could not be trusted and 
had to serve in minor positions.l 

During Nikita Khrushchev's tenure,discrimination continued, now in the guise 
of reverse discrimination. Speaking to a delegation of the French Socialist Party 
in 1956, Khrushchev warned Jews that "indigenous inhabitants" of Soviet republics 
resented Jews holding the "foremost occupations." Khrushchev was providing the 
rationale for quotas to limit Jews to working only at lower positions in research 
institutions, which are all government run.2 

Signals from the top made themselves felt locally. An emigre now living in 
New York tells of. how, in 1956, he was informed by Leningrad school officials that 
he had won a gold medal for graduating at · the top of his high school class. 
Inexplicably, a few days later, the offer of the prize was withdrawn. The young 
man's family wa.s given to understand that a quota. ha.d been established to limit the 
number of Jewish prize winners.3 

According to Soviet emigres interviewed, and according to available statistics, 
discrimination against Jews intensified during the Leonid Brezhnev's tenure as Soviet 
leader. Two developments set the stage for heightened anti-Jewish discrimination. 

First, in response to the. democratic movement, which received its most striking 
affirmation in the "Prague Spring" attempt to liberalize Czechoslovakia in 1968, 
officials decided to purge Soviet society of "Western" influences. Since most Jews 
lived in the West, Soviet authorities viewed Soviet Jews with increased suspicion. 

Second, pressure from Soviet Jews for the right to emigrate grew in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, and "to let off steam" authorities decided to permit 13 ,022 
Jews to leave in 1971. Possibly fearing a spill-over effect to other Jews and other 
nationalities, between 1969 and 1971 the Soviet media launched an "anti-Zionist" 
campaign to discredit the emigrants. Soviet Jewish emigrants were depicted as 
unscrupulous materialists who were disloyal to the USSR. 

Thus, about 1970, a memorandum began to circulate in the sci~ntific community. 
which stated that scientific workers who belonged to nationality groups with ethnic 
homelands unfriendly to the Soviet Union should not be placed in responsible positions 
in defense-related industries. The memorandum would apply principally to one group: 

1 . Medvedyev, p . 169. 
2 . Re a 1 i t es no . 13 6 (May , 19 5 7 ) , pp . 6 4 - 6 7 , 10 1- 4 • 
3. Interview, June 9, 1983 . 

.. 
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the Jews. (Soviet Germans could also be affected, but they counted for fewer 
scientific workers.)1 

According to a samizdat document, entitled "About non-admission of Jews to 
the Universities in the USSR," circulated in the early 1970s, in 1968 members of 
the Department of Mechanics and Mathematics at Moscow State University convinced 
the Central Committee of the CPSU that potential loY,_alty, rather than talent, should 
determine who is admitted to mathematics programs. Given deep-rooted suspicions 
about Jews, this proposal encouraged an intensification of anti-Jewish discrimination. 

Securing Fundamental Freedoms 

Prominent Soviet citizens who have protested against the discrimination 
practiced against Jews in higher educational institutions in the USSR and other 
human rights violations; have been criticized and even punished for their efforts. 
Nobel laureate Andrei Sakharov referred to anti- Jewish discriminatory .policies as . 
"absolutely intolerable" and to the special tests given Jewish students as "evil.112 
Writing in 1970, Soviet historian Roy Medvedyev has asserted that, even taking a 
narrow economic perspective, anti-Jewish discrimination is contrary to the economic 
interests of the USSR. He stressed that it was pointless to deny that discrimination 
against Jews does not exist, and that only a change in policy could improve the 
image of the Soviet Union abroad.3 -

Beyond considerations of economic self-interest, it must be stressed that 
discrimination is morally wrong; it deprives the person who discriminates of dignity. 
and leads the victim of discrimination to question his self-worth. Stating, as Soviet 
officials have, that Jews suffer discrimination outside the Soviet Union does _not 
justify anti-Jewish actions in Soviet higher educational institutions. 

Racial discrimination, including anti-Jewish discrimination in the Soviet Union, 
flagrantly violates international norms of human rights. Article 26 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights states: "Education shall be directed to the full 
development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms." The Convention for the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, ratified by the USSR on December 4, 1969, affirms in article 
5 (e)(v) that all parties to the Convention must "undertake to prohibit and to eliminate 
racial discrimination in all its forms, and to guarantee everyone, without distinction 
as to ••• ethnic origin" ••• "the right to education and training.11Most recently,° Principle 
11 of the Concluding Document of the Madrid Follow~Up Conference on the Helsinki 
Final Act stressed "the importance in ensuring respect for an actual enjoyment of 
the rights of persons belonging to national minorities •.• " 

For all people who abhor racial prejudice and value human dignity, defeating 
discrimination is a primary goal. The challenge to the Soviet Government is clear. 

A2-83-10-12-450-IRD 

I . Samizdat document, "The Jewish Question in The USSR (Theses), 11 

Bulletin on Soviet and Eastern European Jews, no. 6 (May 1970), pp. 
48-50. 
2. Sakharov in Freiman, Appendix C. 
3 . Medvedyev, pp. 169-70. 
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SOVIET THREAT 

(Press Summary, April S, 1983) 

Not since· before the 1967 Six Day War has the Soviet lhlion acc;:used Israel of 
preparing an attack on Syria, as it did last week . Th.is time, however, the 
Soviet allegation was supported by a threat to intervene on the side of the 
Syrians in case of attack. As camnentators attempted to l.D'lderstand the Soviet 
move, many in Israel recalled that the Soviet claim of an Israeli military build­
up on its borders with Syria in 196 7 led to . the Six Day War. Asked to corronent, 
Israel's Prime Minister Menachem Begin, in an impromptu interview, said that the 
Soviet threat of intervention in a war between Israel and Syria should not be 
scorned, but neither should it be cause for alann . 

The editorial in Ha'aretz, entitled "Syria as a Soviet Base ," cla:i.Jn? that the 
Soviet accusation, originally published by Tass , the Soviet news agency, is with­
out basi_s ; ''wherever we l ook, there · is no sign of 'anti-Syrian hysteria' in 
Israel. The truth i s t hat whoever analyzes Israel' s complications in its nego­
tiations with Lebanon concludes that the ·major obstacle lies ' in the fact that 
.Ambassador Philip Habib is not able to tell us that he has heard from the mouth 
of President Assad that Syria is prepared to withdraw its troops from ... Lebanon 
when the Isra~l Defense Forces ~ithdra~ ... (Habib) has been forced to depend upon 
secondhand info1111at ion, which l.D'lderstandably does not arouse Jerusalem's full 
confidence (regarding Syrian withdrawal pl an;;) ·:" Th.is situation, Ha'aretz 
claims, is a far cry from the anti-Syrian hysteria described in the Tass release. 

The editorial also notes that regardless of the Soviet threat of intervention, 
Israel has already taken such a possibility into consideration . Only recently 
Israel's Chief· of Staff "did not rule out the possibility that Soviet troops 
would fight alongside the Syrians" in the event of war between Israel and Syria. 
The Chief of Staff' s words were intended to serve as "an internal warning." 

Ha 'aretz seeks to understand the timing of the Soviet threat, and suggests that · 
the coming of spring and the thaw- of winter snows in Lebanon are to blame. "The 
melting snow makes it possible for the Syrians to re-man the positions that they 
were forced to abandon in the winter; as a result infonnation regarding military 
movement i n the Lebanese Bekaa (region) has increased. As long as the IDF can­
not withdraw, it must follow carefully these (Syrian military) moves and organize 
its own deployment accordingly. This ·however, is not (what the Soviets have 
claimed) 'a sharpening of knives, ' " · the Ha' aretz editorial concludes. "Syria 
need not suspect ' Israel , and Israel can feel itself secure opposite the Syrian 
Anny . " 
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The editorial in the Jerusalem Post is entitled . ''Moscow' s smoke signal," and 
notes that "on the surface, Moscow's warning" is ·"a belligerent statement cal­
culated to heighten Middle East tensions." 

The Post describes the Soviet allegation that Israel is preparing for a ' 'Pirat­
ical strike" against Syria as an "undisguised falsehood" that is "ominously 
reminiscent of the Soviet warning to .Syria against an incipient Israeli aggres­
sion that helped spark the Six Day War." 

In the opinion of the Jerusalem Post , destabilization in the area began when 
the Soviets introduced SAM-S's inside Syr.ia, and followed that with the prediction 
by a senior Soviet official that war would break out between Israel and Syria 
sometime in the spring. "1he official Soviet statement seems to tmderline that 
prediction by placing the blame for the war in advance on Israel. ·Preemption 
of the attack, it appears to suggest, would be Syria's right , which the !Socialist 
countries' would back to the hilt." 

The SAM- 5 missiles, with a range wide enough to cover much of Israel and South 
Lebanon, "could be·· fired by their Soviet crews at Israeli reconnaisance planes 
over south Lebanon with a view to deterring 'aggression."' 1his is what has led 
Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan to say publicly that Israel would counter such action 
by mocking out the missiles , and that "it makes no difference t o us who operates 
the missiles, Syrians or Russians. " 

In the view of the Post, the Soviets have indicated that it would make a difference 
if the SAM-5 crews are Russian, and the Soviet policy, therefore, is possibly 
"hinting that, if a blowup with unpredictable consequences is to be avoided, the 
Soviet Unionnrust be invited to join the Middl e East diplomatic process." 

Yet, as the Post concludes, the price of the Soviet Union's return as a major 
actor into tneregion' s politics would pose "a direct threat to America's current 
near monopoly of initiative . .. and would not .necessarily advance the prospects of 
peace . .• " · · 

The editorial in Al Hamishmar, entitled "In Vietnam and Lebanon," recalls that 
it i s now precisely ten years since the last Ameri can soldier left Saigon, there­
by ending a war in which the U.S. suffered so many tmnecessary casualties and 
which divided the American people:. ''..Let?anon," Al Hamishmar notes, "is not the 
same as Vietnam, and Israel does have. important .security reasons to· care about its 
northern border with this country. But the Lebanese war, which will soon be under­
way for a year, has proven also to be .a needless war, whose architects mew how 
to begin it .. . and don't mow how to end it." 1his is the editorial's introduction 
to its conment on the Soviet waining of intervention. 

In the opinion of Al Hamishmar, "the official Soviet warning ... aimed at Israel 
for its 'aggressive plans against Syria' should serve as further impetus for 
(Israeli) withdrawal from Lebanon. The strain that exists between Syria and Israel 
increased as a result of the Lebanon war and now it is not lmown if Syria really 
fears an Israeli attack or perhaps that is what (Syria) itself is planning, with 
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the encouragement ·of the Soviets . ·This situation," Al Hamishmar concludes, "re­
quires that the government of ·Israel make_ it -perfectly clear that it has no war­
like intentions · towards Syria, and is (interes.ted in) · having the IDF leave 
Lebanon quickly~" 

Al Harnishmar feels that Israel ·must either withdraw rapidly from Lebanon with 
only those achievemepts that ·are" realistic or face the ·possibility of the ''Viet­
namization" of the war in 'Lebanon. ''Withdrawal would be the greatest possible 
achievement that can still be acGomplished in this sorrowful ~ar." 

The editorial in Hatzofel:>. .is entitled "Soviet warning and its significance," and 
it notes that ·the timl.ng. "is tied in to the negotiations between Israel and 
Leban0n ·under ·u.s. mediation in order to guarantee security arrangements and nor­
malization between· both ·cotmtries ... the Soviets, tmder the impression that the 
negotiations are:reaching their successful c;:onclusion, have decided to signal 
the U.S. that ·there will be no arrangement without their participation." 

Ha tzofeh warns, however, that the Soviets in the past miscalculated under similar 
c1ra.nnstaiices, when ·before the Six Day War they publicized reports that Israel 
was preparing an attack on the Arabs . 

The editorial notes -that the Soviet warning .was also aimed at the U.S. and is 
supposed to signal ' the Arabs · ' 'not to depend on the U.S., since (that cotmtry) 
acts. tmilaterally with Israeli I imperialism' against the Arab peoples. II Never­
theless, the editorial warns that the Soviet threat should not be taken lightly 
and calls for watchfulness on the part of Israel. · 

Arel Ginai (Yediot Acharonot) ·suggests that the latest Soviet move in the Middle 
East may. be an · at.tempt by Moscow to become a "silent partner" in the Lebanese 
negotiations. In Ginai's opinion, "every difficult negotiation reaches a point 
where .there is onl y one major obstacle left before an agreement is signed ~-
but (that obstacle) seems ~o .difficult and so impossible to bre~ch that the 
sides appear to despair . . .. Usually that is the moment that a solution is ·fotmd ... " 
The current obstacle, Ginai claims, is the future of Major Sa'ad Haddad in 
southern Lebanon, whom the Israelis continue to support both as a fr~end and 
for the sake of maintaining the security of Israel's northern border. But, as 
Ginai adds, the Soviets also have their interests in the region and "may not 
want the continuing chaos in Lebanon, and the warning to Israel is because the 
Russians really do fear the possibility of an Israeli attack on the sites of the 
SAM-5 missiles that were recently placed in Syria .•. Moscow (however) is certainly 
not interested in allowing the Americans to achieve an 'American peace' and that 
too complicates matters." 

Ginai proposes that the negotiations between Israel and Lebanon should conclude 
with an agreement that all foreign forces must leave Lebanon, thereby placing 
the onus upon the Syrians and the PLO to comply with Israel. Ginai fears that 
Israel's attempts to ~~eP. J1ajor I-Jal9.ad at the head of the militia in southern 
Lebanon will provide the Syrians with an excuse to remain ~ Lebanon. · 
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Moshe Zak (Ma 'ariv), in an article· entitled ''Moscow is looking for a 'deal', 11 

suggests that Soviet diplomatic policy, like Russian-made cars, does not change 
models even as the years advance . In a similar vein, Zak notes, every Arab-Israeli 
conflict since 1956 has always concluded with a Soviet threat "and that is the 
way the Soviet government believes that the Lebanese war should end. 11 

In Zak's analysis, the Soviets have always used threatening advances towards Is­
rael ''when (the Russians) are certain th<it they will not need to carry out (their 
threat), but on the other hand, experience proves that a year or two after a·third 
world country signs a defense and friend.ship treaty with the Soviet Union, that 
cot.mtry gets involved in a war." 

Zak not~s further that when the Soviets have a direct interest_; such as when Is­
raeli shells allegedly fell in the courtyard of the Soviet Embassy in Beirut, 
they know how to contact Israel directly through appropriate diplomatic channels 
in order to issue a complaint or warning. That i-s why Zak believes the latest 
Soviet warning to Israel made via Tass is for propaganda purposes; ''whatever 
proof Israel may have that it does not intend to attack Syria" will not matter, 
since the Soviets -have concluded "that such an accusation serves their interests, 
and presents them as defenders Qf the Arabs' II Whatever the truth may be• 

It could also-be, Zak suggests, that when the Soviets heard that Israel might 
withdraw unilaterally to create a · security belt in southern Lebanon, the Soviets 
decided this was an appropriate time .to threaten Israel in order to have the 
Arabs believe that the -Israeli withdrawal is a result of the "Soviet threat 
against Israel." · · 

In any event, Zak calls on Israel to play it cool, since ''we know that Israel has 
no intention of attacking Syria, and therefore we have to act with restraint in 
the face of Soviet warnings and not provide those (warnings) with an Israeli 
loud.speaker." 

# # It # 

Edited by Lois Gottesman 

Ha'aretz is an independent liberal - newspqper. 
Al Hamishmar is affiliated with the Sodalist MAPAM Pa.rty. 
Hatzofeh is published by the Natfonal Religious Party. 

# 

Yediot Acharonot and Ma'ariv are independent but traditionall_y Likud-oriented. 
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Policy Background Apri 1 12, 1983 

King Hussein's ·decision to .stay out of the peace talks 

1. THE JORDANIAN GOVERNMENT'S DECISION, on April .10th, not·to enter the 
Middle East peace talks .HAS BROUGHT TO AN END - for the foreseeable future -
ALONG -SERIES OF FRUITLESS EFFORTS TO BRING KING HUSSEIN INTO ·THE PEACE 
PROCESS that got under way five years ago. 

2. THE CAMP· DAVID AGREEMENTS Of 1978, signed by Israel and Egypt, and wit­
nessed by the United States,, GAVE WIDE SCOPE TO A PROJECTED JORDANIAN ROLE 

'. IN THE ENVISAGED ISRAEL-JORDAN PEACE SffiLEMENT., in the expectation that 
.' Jordan would soon join the ·talks · and negotiate peace with Israel, together 
:. with representatives of the Arab inhabitants ·of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza 
· District. Howeve~, that opp.ortunity was passed up: neither Hussein nor · 

-..· the Palestinian Arabs of Judea, . Samaria and. Gaza joined the peace process. 

3. In the intervening.years, PRIME MINISTER t1ENACHEM BEGIN of rsrae1 ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS REITERATED. THE INV·ITATION ORIGINALLY EXTENDED TO KING 

:. HUSSEIN IN THE SUMMER OF 1977 TO ENTER INTO DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS. FOR PEACE.· 
'" The last such call was made.·by Mr. Begin ·on January 29, 1983. These calls, 
. J. too, -went ·unheeded. · .:: . : · · 

,• 

'-' 4. On Septemoer 1, 1982, P.RESIDENT RONALD REAGAN announced his" set of PRO­
::. POSALS FOR A MIDDLE EAST PEACE SETTLEMENT which caused dismay in Israel -
: mainly because these proposals, IN SEVERAL PIVOTAL RESPECTS, RAN COUNTER TO 
· KEY PROVISIONS OF THE CAMP DAVID AGREEMENTS. One important objective of 
President Reagan's proposals was to draw King Hussein into the negotiating 

· process. It was yet anothei"' attempt tha,t has failed. 

5. The conclusion is ine~capa~le that HUSSEIN HAS ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE­
COME A POLITICAL CAPTIVE OF THE PLO, WHICH REMAINS THE MAIN OBSTACLE TO 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. It is PLO Chainnan and master terrorist Vasser 
Arafat, and not the King of Jordan, who has been calling the shots. And if 

· Arafat at any time in the past few weeks entertained the thought of "allowing" 
Hussein to join the peace process, tne shots that killed Issam Sartawi - the 
PLO man who dared experiment with even the appearance of moderation - put 
a decisive end to such thoughts as weJl. 

6. It may be recalled that in 1967, after King ·Hussein had made his fatal 
mistake of attacking Israel, Israel irrmediately offered to negotiate a 
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peace settlement. There were then no "settlements" in the territories to · 
provide an excuse for Jordan not joining such talks. THE "QUESTION OF THE 
SETILEMENTS" IS AN UNFOUNDED PRETEXT DESIGNED TO COVER THE BASIC REFUSAL, 
OF JORDAN AND OTHER ARAB STATES, TO TALK PEACE WITH ISRAEL 

7. ISRAEL 1 S COMMITMENT TO PEACE has not only been stated and reiterated 
countless times - both before and after President Sadat's positi~e response 
in 1977 - but it HAS BEEN DEMONSTRATED IN THE MOST TANGIBLE POSSIBLE WAY: 
notably THROUGH THE MANIFOLD and painful CONCESSIONS ISRAEL MADE IN SEEING 
THE ISRAEL-EGYPTIAN PEACE TREATY THROUGH TO ITS FULL CONSUMMATION . Israel 
therefore feels it has a right to expect other potential partners to the 
peace to approach the peace negotiation in the same spirit. 

8. The question is: can this come aboutf insofar as King Hussein is con­
cerned, while the Jordanian Monarch keeps his country's foreign policy mort­
gaged to a ruthless terrorist leader and his radical backers in the Arab 
world, notably Syria and Saudi Arabia, who have opposed the Middle East Peace 
process all along? 

/ 
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The F-16 Embargo 
On March 3 I. President Reagan said that 

he will not approve the transfer of 75 
F-16 fighter jets to Israel until Israeli forces 
withdraw from Lebanon.He told a Beverly 
Hills audience that the Arms Export Con­
trol Act forbids transfer of the planes now. 
.. You must realize.·· he said, "that under 
the law . . . those weapons must be for 
defensive purposes .... While those Israe­
li forces are in the p0sition of occupying 
another country ... we are forbidden by 
law to release those planes .... ·· 

The Reagan remark surprised observers 
at the State Department. who didn't expect 

· it, and left other observers confused. Only 
one week earlier. the Pentagon informed 
Congress of its intention to sell 200 Side­
winder air-to-air missiles to Israel. Any Ad­
ministration ban on arms transfers to Israel 
could have applied to the Sidewinders as 
well. 

Eye OD Amman 
In fact. it is possible that the announce­

ment of the Sidewinder sale precipitated 
Reagan's announcement. King Hussein 
was angered by the announcement of the 
sale. An editorial in the Amman newspaper 
Sawt Ash-Sha'b had expressed the Jordan­
ian view: "The announcement of the U.S. 
arms deal with Israel at this time shows to 
what extent Israel is able to twist the arm of 
the U.S. Administration and force this Ad­
ministration to adopt decisions which harm 
its peace plan and efforts to create an atmo­
sphere which will achieve peace in the Mid­
dle East." 

Misreading the Law 
In any case. the President's interpreta­

tion of the requirements of the Arms Ex­
port Control Act is a dubious one. The 
purpose of Section 3(c)(2) of that law is to 
give the President discretionary authority 
to halt arms sales to any country using 
U .S.-supplied weaponry for offensive pur­
poses. 

Under the law. if the President believes 
that a violation has occurred. he "shall re· 
port to the Congress promptly ... that a 
violation may have occurred.·· Following 
that report a country "shall be deemed inel­
igible .. for military aid if the President con­
cludes that there was a violation "and so 
reports to the Congress. or if the Congress 
so determines by joint resolution." 

In the case of the F-16's. neitherthe Pres-

ident nor the Congress found that there was 
a violation of the law by Israel. The Admin­
istration did produce a July 15. 1982 letter 
from then Acting Secretary of State Walter 
J. Stoessel. Jr. to Sen. Charles Percy <R­
Iii.). chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela­
tions Committee. In it Stoessel officially 
informed the committee that Israel "may" 
have violated the law by using U.S. sup­
plied weaponry in Lebanon. There was no 

Mondale Response 
Former Vice President Walter F. 

Mondale. a candidate for the Demo­
cratic Prcsideutial nomination. took. ·~ 
sue with the Reagan Administration's 
decision to block the delivery of the 
F-t6•s.. His Statement: 

~1 am disappointed and disturbed that 
President Reagan apparently bas 
broken a U.S. pledge made in 1978 to 
deliver F-16 airplanes to Israel. The Ad­
ministration tallc.s about countering So­
viet influence worldwide. This move10t­
demrines ttmt goal Let me explain why: 

'"Today in Syria the Soviets are plac­
ing missiles that never before have been 
deployed outside the Russian borders. 
Thousands of Russian troops are entc:c­
ing Syria to openue them. and the .Rus­
sians are building military enclaves that 
not even the Syrian army is permitted to 
entc& 

w In the face of this major Russian es-­
calation in the Middle East. the United 
States should be strengthening the 
bonds of strategic cooperation with our 
oldest and most reliable ally in the re­
gion. Instead, we.are denying Israel the 
military equipment she needs-and 
what \lll'C promised years ago. 

wFor months, the Administration has 
been insisting that i:t wouJd not nse an 
arms embargo against Israel as an in­
strumClll of foreign policy. The Reagan 
Administration was correct earlier­
and it is wrong today.·· 

further action on the supposed violation 
and the Sidewinder approval indicated that 
no legal prohibition was to be invoked. 

In fact. one day after Reagan's statement 
the Administration put out the word that 
the F-16 ·s were being held back not because 
of any specific Israeli violation but because 
providing the planes would violate "'the 
spirit of the law.·· 

The F-16·s in question were originally 
promised to Israel by the Carter Adminis­
tration in 1978. They were meant to help 
Israel offset the effects on Israeli security 
of the sale ofF- I 5's to Saudi Arabia. In fact. 
Congress approved the Saudi sale only 
after the Administration committed itself to 
providing the 75 F-16·s to Israel. Last May. 
the Reagan Administration sent Congress 
preliminary notification of its intent to pro­
vide the planes. Formal notification never 
came. It was due on June 16. 1982 but Sena­
tor Percy convinced the Administration to 
delay until after the Lebanon fighting end­
ed. That delay is still in effect. However. it 
was only last week that the Administration 
cited legal reasons for it. 

Disturbed 
Israelis are. of course. disturbed by the 

new U.S . position. Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir said that the Lebanon war 
was defensive. Israel. he said. did not enter 
Lebanon to "capture or occupy" its teni­
tory but to free northern Israel from PLO 
terror. Reagan himself stated on several oc­
casions tha1 the Lebanon operation was 
designed to protect Israeli civilians. On 
Aug. 13. 1982. he said that the "invaders" 
of Lebanon were the PLO. not the Israeli 
Defense Forces. 

The timing of Reagan's statement was 
particularly troubling. It came at a time 
when the Soviets were increasing their in­
volvement in Syria. SAM-5 missiles have 
been emplaced in four bases around Da­
mascus and Homs. These missiles are top­
of-the-line and have never been delivered 
to any other Soviet ally. Soviet personnel 
are guarding the missiles. which have a 
range of between 155 and 180 miles. 

The Soviets have also been heating up 
their anti-Israeli rhetoric. On March 31. the 
Soviets put out a statement warning Israel 
against attacking the SAM-S's and indicat­
ing that Moscow will join in repelling any 
Israeli strike (see p. 59). The Soviet state­
ment was one of several which proclaimed 
that Israel is getting ready to attack. some­
thing Israeli leaders have repeatedly de­
nied. The Soviet goal may be to stir up the 
Middle Eastern cauldron or it may be 
something even more sinister. In neither 
case will the Reagan statement deter the 
Soviets from their course. On the contrary. 
Administration vacillation will embolden 
them. D 

-M.J.R. 
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Israel's 35 years of . independence (1948-19S3) are rooted in 35 centuries 

of Jewish life i~ the Land of Israel. I~ these j5 yea~s, Is~ael h~s built 

a modern, democratic state, aosorbed hundreds of thousands of newcomers and 

developed its economy, while being compelled to defend its very existe'i'lce. 

People 

Israel regained tts independence to become a homeland for the Jewish people, · 

and the majo~ity of its population are Jews. At the ~ame time, Israel is a 

pluralistic, egalitari.an societ.Y i~ which people of different ~eligions,_ . 

ethnic ori'gins and social traditions co-exist, and every citizen is equal 

before ·the law. 

In 1948, about 800,000 people lived in the country - 650,000 Jews and 150,000 

Arabs and Druze .. · In 1983", Israel's total populatlon · is 4,010,000, of which 

more than 600,000 comprise· the coi.mtry•"·s Arab and· Druze conununities. 

Since 1948, Israel has welcomed ~ore than 1.7 mill_.ion Jews, coming froin. more 

than 100. countries.. Many were survivors of the ~qJocaust in Europe or Jews 

f creed to flee from Arab lands. Others were immj,grants who wanted to 

parti~ipate in the rebuildi~g of the Jewish state. Today more than half of 

the country's population is Israel - born. 

Population Distribution 

Israel is basically an urban society .. Almost 90 .per.cent of all Israelis 
l t v_e .in mo.re than .112 urban centres and three J'!lajor citi.es ... Jerusalem, the 

. . 

capital (pop. 410,000); Tel Aviv-J~ffa .(pop. 336,000); and Haifa (pop. 230,000). 

Nearly half of Israel's total population lives in the coastal plain bordering . . . .. 
the Mediterranean, from Nahariya in -the north to Ashkel.on in. the south. 

. . . . 

In 1946, fewer than 10 Israeli . . towns had populations of over 10,000; today . . .· .. . .. . . 
·c: her~ are at least 6~. Some are ~ew deve.lopme!'lt. t~wns built_ since the 

early 1950's, e_ach ba~ed, on a comprehensive plan for housing, employment, 

distribution of services and the siting of new industry. 

Return to the land has been one qf t~e central efforts of modern Israel. 
.. ~ . . . 

Some 10 percent of all Isra~lis. today live in 125 rural centres, 230 

kibbutzim and 360 moshavim. The kibbutz - the best-known of Israel's 

.. ·' 



cooperative agricultural villages - is a democratically-run community in 
whi ch all property is collectively owned and work is organized on a shared 
basis. About 2.8 percent of Israel's population are kibbutz members. Some 
3.7 percent of all Israelis live on a moshav - a cooperative village in 

. . 
which eacl:t ., !'"~ber family owns and operat~s its own farm, but marketing and 
services are organized on a corrmunal basis •. 

Ed"cation 

Education is allocated a major portion of Israel's national budget. In 
1948/49, 135,.000joungsters attended school in Israel; currently, over_ 1.25 
million children :and youth are .enrolled in the country's education system. In 
Israel, educatio~ is free and compulsory for all children aged 5-16, and free 
for those who continue through high school. 

Today , 88 percent of all three-year olds and 97 percent of all four-year-olds 
in Israel attend .p~eschool progranJQes - the highest rate in the world. About 
116,000 students are currently enrolled in Israel's seven accredited 
univers'ities and other institutions of higher learning. Recently, more than · 
30,000 adults annually are taking courses, either through the Open University 
or in various other progranmes designed to upgrade skills or offer basic 
knowledge. 

Social Services 

During 35 years of statehood, Israel has enacted a broad range of social 
legislation. Every Israeli ·is guaranteed a basic minimum income, and all 
those unable ·to provide for their-own· needs -are eligible for · soc-ial assistanc~. ·" 
At the same time, emphasis is on rehabilitation services to help people to 
help themselves. The number of families ~eceiving social assistance has 
declined from 44,000 in 1955 to 23,500 in 1982. 

The National Insurance Institute provides social security benefits, including 
family allowances graded in favour of families with many children. Unemployment 
i nsurance, disab1lity payments, maternity benefits and old-age pensions are 
available to all workers. 

A unique prograrmn~ f~r the· social and physical rehabilitation of disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods, Project Renewal, combines efforts of government agencies, 
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Diaspo~a communities · and . local residents in ~acilitating practical solutions 
for long-standing problems. 

Health Services in Israel 

In l948, Israel's 66 h·ospitals provfded 4,620 ·beds: today, 35 years later, 
.. .. .. . 

27,500 beds are av~ilable in 145 hospitals throughout t .he country~ Israel's 
doctor..:to-popu.lation ratio of l :415 is o~e of the highest in the world • . 
Over 90 perc·ent of Israel's population receives comprehensive medical ·care 
through one of the country's voluntary health insuran·ce schemes • 

.. . - . 

Economy 

From a semi-agricultural ~conomy 35 years ago, Israel has rapidly developed 
into a modern industrial state, whose GNP has increased more than tenfold. 
Today Israel is almost self-sufficient in food supply and its production for 
export· is·· shifting to technology-based industries. Finance, transportation, 
conlnu.ni cations, construction and other faci 1 i.ti es .. are highly developed to 
serve· the countrY.'s growing economy·. · 

Indust'ry .. 
. . 

From $28 million in 1949; Israel 's net export of ·goods has climbed to some 
$4:~8 biiiion in .1982. Today J}iore than 90 perc~nt of all export goods are· 
industrial products, including polished diamonds, processed foods, textiles, 

I 

~hemicals and pla~tics. Recently, over 25 percent of Israel's industrial 
output has -b·een high-technology electr.onic equipmen~, much o·f which was 
developed- as ·a result of close col-labor.ation between· Israel Is . scientific . -
research centres and local manufacturers. About half of Israel's exports 
g9 to European countries and ·about 20 percent to the United States. 

Agriculture 
Israel's agricultural .e~onomy has been· traditionally based on citrus. :However, 
·virtually every kind. of farm produce has been introduced since the founding 
of the state. Intensive cultivation in fields and hot-houses as well as ' 
revolutionary dev~lopments in irrigation and harvesting have made Israel a 
world leader in agricultural production. Since 1948, the area of land un~er 
cuitivation has increased from 408,000 acres to 1,075,000 (more than half Of 

• I 



which are under irrigation), while Israel's farm output has grown from $130: 
million in 1949 to about $600 mtllion in the 19aO's. 

Tourism 

The tourist industry earned some $900 million in 1982, a year in which mo.re than 
a millton visitors came to Israel, attracted by the country's geographical 
diversity, archaeological and religious sites, and almost unlimited sunshine. 
About 60 percent of the annual influx of tourists comes from Europe and some 
30 percent from the United States. 

In 1982~ about 23,000 tourists came fr.om leban~n and Egypt, in addition to the· 
100 ,000 from Arab 1 ands who have entered Israel annually via the Jordan bridges 
since they were opened in 1968. 

Culture and the Arts 

Israel is read more extensively than any ~ther peopie; 3',700 books are pubUsAed· 
annually, as are more than 700 newspapers and magazirtes. Concert halls are found. 

throughout the country and the per capita subsc~iption to perfonnances b~ the 
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra is the- nighest in the world. Dance, drama and all 
kinds of visual arts are created and widely appreciated. Some 90 museums record 
more than 10 million visitors each year,.while 25 official outdoor sites and 
180 national parks and nature reserves welcome about 6.5 million people annually. 

Towards Peace 

Five times in 35 years Israel has been compelled to go to war to defend its 
right to exist. The 1978 signing of the Israel-Egy~t peace treaty marked the 
beginning of a new era in the region. After decades of futile conflict, some 
ways appear to have opened up at last for the gradual development of peacefU1 
and mutually fruitful relations between Israel and its Arab neighbours. 

The current negotiations between Israel and Lebanon hopefully will take the 
process towards peace one step further-. 

.- ..... 



155 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10010 (212) 533-7800 

Rabbi Marvin S. Wiener, Editor 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
tn terre l i"g ious Affairs Department 
The Amertcan Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 th Street 
New York , NY 1002 2 

Dear Marc , 

Apr il 13, 1983 

t am pleased . to enc l ose three c0pies of the latest issue of 
the United Syna·gog·ue ·Revrew featuring the ar-ticle· "Jewish 
Va lu es and Contemporary Problems," based on your address to 
the 198 1 United Synagogue Bienn i a l Convention . · 

We · ape de lJ ~hte~ to have this f in e contribution and are 
c e r ta i n t ha t o u r read e rs w i I I ·f I n d i t to b e s t i mu I a t i n g 
and time l y . 

Thank yo u for shari09 your tho~ghts wi th the thousands of 
fam i I i·es assoc iated with our Movement . 

W i th a I I ·good w i s he s , I a m , 

Cordia ll y , 

Marvin . s . Wiener 

\ 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL. · 

WASH}NGTON. 0 . C . 

~XilV"I riii"li)~ 

11~~l~t:n 

We are pr1vi1eged t() send you the message for Israel's 35th Day o.f ' 

In9ependenc·e issued . by the Prime Mini·ster, Mr. Menac.hem ·Begin. 

Please feel free . to publish it on, or dose to, Independence Day, 

which is on Monday,.April 18, 1983. 

Department of Information 

---



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON, 0 . C . 

'?Ki~"' 1"\,.,,.,:n.~ 

1n~:n~~n . 

Greetings from Prime Minister Begin on the Occasion of 
Israel's Thirty-fifth lndepe_ndence Day 

From Jerusalem, our eternal and indivisible capi.tal, I send my heartfelt 
greetings to the .Jewish communities throughout the diaspora on the occa­
sion of the thirty-fifth anniversary of Israel's independence. 

Yorn Ha'Atzmaut, the Independence Day of the Jewish State - is unique 
in the annals of mankind because it celebrates an unprecedented histori­
cal truth, namely, . the. return and self-liberation of an ancient, exiled, 
scattered, persecuted and ultimately almost devastated people ~ack to . 
the land of its birth after close to twenty centuries of homelessness, 
defenselessness and holocaust. This victory of life over death, justice 
over might, right over wrong, the few over the many, elevates Yorn Ha'Atz~ 
maut into a universal Jewish festival for all generations to come . 

In. the year· of freedom which this Independence Day heralds, we will · 
together pay homage to all those who, in the blackness of the night, 
kindled the torch which illuminated our path to national liberty and who 
have defended that liberty ever since. 

We recall the martyrs and the heroes, the partisans and th~ soldiers, 
who raised the flag of Jewish revolt against the Nazi extenninators, 
fighting them, often hopelessly, i.nside the death camps and the ghettos . 
We commemorate this year the fortieth anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising. 

We shall remember the fighters for the liberation of our Land from 
·foreign rule, the members of Haganah, lrgun and Lehi. We shall pay tri- . 
bute to all our sons and daughters who continued the heroic fight to sus­
tain our independence against aggression. And we shall salute ~ the Israel 
Defense Forces, the army of the people of Israel, devoted and brave, dedi­
cated to but one single purpose - the protection of our country and people 
and the advancement of peace with security. 

Between the last day of independence and this, the Israel Defense Forces 
were once again compelled to enter battle against a ruthless enemy of our . 
nation - indeed of the Jewish people - who had built themselves an ant]ed 
state within a state in Lebanon and who had turned Beirut into a center 
of international terrorism. For seven bitter years the citizens of Gal­
ilee had suffered horribly from the incursions, the atrocities and the 
shellings of the ever-growing terrorist aggression on our northern bard-. 
er, equipped with some of the best weapons the Soviets . and its satell ltes · 
could provide - inclu~ing long-range artillery and katyusha rockets - and 
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financed by the petro-dollars of Arab states . The population of Galilee -
every town, townlet, kibbutz and moshav - had become hostage to the murder­
ous and indiscriminate attacks of the so-called PLO . Their strength had . 
reached a point that Nahariya and Kiryat Shmonah faced the threat of physical 
destruction. 

And so, Operation Peace for Galilee was launched. Israel did not "in­
vade" Lebanon for we do not covet an inch of Lebanese territory. The Is­
rael Defense Forces entered Lebanon for the single objective to destroy 
those armed bands who, with the aid ·of the Syrian occupation forces; had 
virtually ruled large areas of Lebanon and oppressed its peep.le. The 
aggressors were ejected from Beirut and that capital city was restored to 
its owners. The blessings of a new life of peace, serenity and security 
have been given to the people of Galilee. And as at the outset so now, the 
one goal of policy of the Government of Israel is to live in good peaceful 
relations with our northern neighbor, Lebanon, whose sovereignty and in­
tegrity we respect, and to ensure·and guarantee that never again will the 
blood of the Galileans be shed. 

To the Roll of Honor of the wars of Israel in which · the best of our 
sons sacrificed their lives so that Israel might live in security, we add 
the names of those _who f e 11 in Ope rat ion Peace for Ga 1i1 ee. The memory 
of them all shall live on forever. 

Despite the strains in the relations between Israel and Egypt, the 
treaty of peace between our two countries has withstood the test. We 
look forward to strengthening those relations, as befits the spirit and 
letter of the treaty, through a progressive interchange of trade, culture 
and tourism between our two ancient peoples. 

We live in a region i'n which convulsion and turmoil persist, erupting, 
in inter-Arab confrontation and even in attritional warfare, as between 
Iraq and Iran. It is in this context that Israel presses ahead in its 
quest for peace with its neighbors mindful always that without security 
no peace can ever prove lasting. This is the essence of the Camp David 
Accords. Had that not been its fundamental point of reference Israel 
would not have signed them. Let the world note this truth and let it reg­
ister that it was in the context of th1s truth that we signed the peace 
with Egypt . The sacrifices we made for the sake of that peace were great 
indeed, but we made them because, by the provisions of Camp David and by 
the stipulations of the peace treaty, Israel sa.tisfied itself that its 
security remained intact. 

Now we wish to move ahead speedily to consummate the other part of 
the Camp David Accords, namely the negotiations on the full autonomy for 
the Palestinian Arab inhabitants in Judea , Samaria and the Gaza District. 
We want those negotiations renewed. There are proposals, positions and 
plans, but there exists only one single document of an international char­
a~ter that is binding, and that is the Camp David Agreement signed by Is­
rael and Egypt and witnessed by the United States. Just as we remained 
true, to the date. and the dot, to the one part of Camp David - the peace 
treaty with Egypt - so shall we remain true to the other at the heart of 
which lies the autonomy program. Its negotiation and realization is the 
key to the further advancement of the process of peace to which Israel is 
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firmly committed. 

Israel has remained faithful to its Declaration of Independence. We 
have built up the land and made it green. We have gained ·national vigor 
with each passing year. We have renewed our heritage in our ancient home­
land. And .we have brought home millions of our scattered sisters and broth­
ers. 

This, above all , the great ingathering, the-Aliyah, r~mains the ulti­
mate mission of our generation. Let all those in the free world who per-. 
ceive the greatness of this ch~ll enge come and join us in the further up­
building of our beautiful country and of our free and democratic society. . . . . . 

. There are still vast numbers of our bret.hren who wish to join us, but 
are barred from doing so because of the hos·t.:ile policies of their regimes,, 
notably Syria~ Ethiopia, Iran and the Soviet Union. There, in the Sovi~t 
Union, is the largest of all the Jewish communities which lives in a state 
of distress. After some years of emigration the doors of the USSR h~ve 
again been slammed shut. As elsewhere, with unbelievable courage, the pris­
oners of Zion, the refuseniks and the activists for aliyah keep alive this 
heroic Jewish movement to return to the historic homeland, Eretz Israel. 
Their voice is heard and the response of the free world was given dramatic 
and loud expression at the Jerusalem World Conference on Soviet Jewry. 
That conference declared "Let my people go". We, Israel, the whole Jewish 
people and men and women of goodwill everywhere, ·rededicate ourselves to 
the holy endeavor to bring home all of our fellow Jews who so wish from 
the Soviet Union and from every country where the torment persists. We 
sha 11 succeed. 

Israel, stable, strong and faithful ally of the free and democratic . 
world, enters its thirty-sixth year of freedom with the unflinching re­
solve to pursue its goals of peace while remaining ever vigi lant in pro­
tecting its national rights and its vital security in Eretz Israel. By 
standing together in the performance of the momentous tasks of our gener­
ation, the justice of our cause shall surely win the day. 

Hag Sameah! 

Menachem Begin 

·-~ 
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Following the Buber House Conference on the way Christian 
textbooks ·teach Judaism, I made a field trip. to Frankfurt 
to renew a host of associations with the Israel office and 
to use the occasion to find out the ways in which the AJC 
could be helpful to ongoirig programs there. · 

For obvious reasons, I'm sending a copy of this report to 
Nives Fo~. · It. is hardly necessary for me to add that I 
didn't act in locurr. tenes, nor did I undertake any oblig&• 
tions on behalf of the European office. I simply made sure 
all . of them knew that the AJC is represented in Europe by 
a long-standing presence in Paris. The major findings 
of this visit .follow: 

Pinhas Lapide ... . : · . ' .. · : · ' ; 

Formerly head ·of . the .Israe·l .. government::press .·office and a 
departmental head at Bar Ilan University, author of Three 
.Popes an9 the Jews, Lapide has ·been liyirig. in Germany for 
a number of years, ca·rving out for .himself· a reputation as 
a Jewish scholar on New Testiment . times. He ... has, to be sure, 
. -;:· become a controversial figure and elicites·, sometiraes, 

. derision (his views on . Jesus are far from being caviar peur . 
le peuple} , and sometimes : . . grudging admiration· for access · 
to places and people not vouchsaved others. But there must 
be .something he is doing· right; after we met, he left for 
Bern to conduct a week long seminar for some sixty Swiss 
Ministers on how to deal with anti-Judaic elements in the 
Gospels. Lapide acknowledged tpat there. is still plenty 
of anti-semitism in Germany including a new breed, what 
he called the neo-anti-semite. For himself, he has stopped 
dealing with the older generation and finds the greatest. 
promise, as new .relationships are formed, in dealing with 
young Germany, that is to · say, those born after 1945. The 

.dramatic way in which he put it was that a young man, the 
son of amurdererwith the murder committed even ·before .his 
birth, gets tired · being referred to as "son · of a mur·1e rerii . 
and this is hardly a basis for establishing healthy re·lation-
ships. On the contrary, he finds that Germany's youth . · · 
whether because of the standard generational conflict or 
because their questions to their parents are left unanswered, 
turn to him for answers, and . he claims he deals with them 
straightforwardly , dealing with .facts and without .raising 
guilt feelings. Finally~ he gave me a run dqwn on wh.o . was 
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doing what in the Ecumenical world in Germany, and these aetails 
are incorporated in different sections of this report. 

Coordinating Committee for Jewish-Christian Relations 

The full official name and address of this organization is 
Deutscher Koordinierungsrat, der Geselischaften fur Christlich­
Judische Zusammenarbel t e. v. I Mittelweg 10 I o-:..6000 Frankfurt 1 

.Telefon 0611-556010, headed by a pastor Schenck, whoRe name 
came up more often than any other in all my interviews. The 
agency coordinates the work of fifty two organizations· through­
out Germany improving relations between Jews and Christians. 
1: visited the . off ice, everything was impr.essi ve - the . : 
staff, publication program, the dedication of the people . and the 
air of serious purpose. The programs and activities of this 
coordinating body, according to· their own words, include: 
personal contacts with .opinion- making Germans; supporting 
Israel; special events; diplom~tic contacts; theological dis­
cussions, . implementing the Vatican Coucil statements; publishing 
a journal entitled Emunah; · conducting study programs, follows 
up the way Judaism and the Jews are treated in school texts; 

·· sponsors ~he anual Buber-Rosenzweig award; sponsors a ~ational 
"brotherhood week" in churches, in schools, an~ in adult . 
education programs; fights anti-semitism; acts as a clearing 
house in all the cities for .all the coordinating bodies. Mr. 
S~henck, himself, appears· to beapower house and is spoken 
of highly . by all, including Cos Shoenveld down in Heppenheim. 

r 

Evangelischer Arbeitskreis Kirche und Israel in Hessen und Nassau 
Ulrich Schwemer, Pastor 
Kollwitzstr~ 5-7, D-6000 Frankfu~t 90 Tel: 0611/761401 

In was in Pastor Schenck's office that I learned 
of Pastor Sch~emer. Pa·stor Schwemer was mentioned in no other 
.66ti.t~xt i Apl:>Arenti"•; his main and only interest (and he's 
quite good at it) , .. .l-_ .... -. is to organize and conduct pilgramages 
to .Israel for the· twin· purposes of visiting holy places and 
strengthening support for Israel. I .did not meet him personally, 
but I lef.t word just ·to make sure that he knows that both the 
Israel Interfaith Committee and the American :Jewish Committee 
are ready to be helpful to him as. necessary. 

Schmidt-Clever 

Frau ·, Schmidt-Clever is -:·head of the Frankfurt branch of the 
coordinating body. I described above. Non Jewish, she is 
described · as a dynamo and gives leadership to one of the most 

·. active friendship groups · in . the. country. . She was out of the 
city so that I saw that I could not meet her. But, for the 

.. record, her nubmer is 748962. 

· -:·. 
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Sister of Zion 

Located at number 17 Fraunstein Platz, the entire building 
houses . a small community of sisters .·of Z.ion, some of whom I 
remember from their tours of duty in Israel. Two, especially, 
Sister Cathy Wolf . and . Sister. Maria Clemens -are English-

.speaking sisters who concentrate on teaching Judaica and · 
improving Jewish-Christian .relationships. Somewhat isolated, 

. they welcomed my visit and it was good renewing associations 
with this world-wide Order. 

For the sake of the European office, I make a special note 
in this paragraph that the Order has now elected a new Pro­
vincial, who is responsible for the ~ork of the sisters in 
Germany, France, Austria and who will be located in Paris. 
Her name is Sister Dominique Gross and she is described as 
forceful and dynamic. Unless this · has ~appened already, it 
would seem like· a good idea for Nives t .o get in touch with 
her. 

..: · 

Meanwhile, . the sisters with whom I c'onferred confirmed ·the . 
p~rceptions of my findings as they appear in this report_, 

· and had the following things .to say about conditions in the 
country. It was the Holocaust film that finally awakened 
German society. It turns out that the German youth simply 
was not aware of what was going on. Nor did anyone know of· 
the new neo-nazi movement that has arisen which, though 
quite small, is a cause for concern. And, as bad as anti­
semitism may be in Germany it is the worst in Au.stria. The 
way the. sisters, both in Germany and in Austria deal with the 
problem is to abandon the charge of collective guilt replacing 
it with the notion of colleqtive responsibility. · ·still, they 
are encouraged by their activities, and find a good reception 
for their adult education classes on Israel .and Judaism. They '!.-.. 
renewed· their plea for any and ~11 materials suitable for 
their small but impressive library. I promised to follow this 
up. 

Chief Rabbi Sigmund Sohel · .-

.rt is to his credit 'that the chief Rabbi, housed in the Jewish 
Community Council building, at 17 Hebelstras.se, saw me without 
a prior appointment, he was gracious, giving and, because of 
the many common friends we had, both in Israel and the U.S., · 
an easy relationship was quickly established. _He told me 

. . that there are some five thousand Jews . . now in . Frank-
furt. Of this number, the small -number of native-born German 

. Jews, _the origl.nal dwellers in Frankfurt. Am Main now represent 
the majority population . in ·the (excellent and . capacious) 

.. Horne for the Aged~ · The balance are refugees, yordirn, and . 
from a variety of different places. Despite the organized 
system for the Jewish community, with a fixed, mandated tax 
-ifor every enrolled member, Jewish identification is not that 
.9reat. 

.• 
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He showed me the valuable and overwhelming collections of 
Judaica ( some tomes more than three hundred years old and 
quite precious) that were turned over to him by the descendants 
of ·the owners who had no idea what they were and had no use for 
them. With respect to Ecumenic·al work, he, Rabbi Sobel, had 

·no direct contact with them and could give no information. He 
told me to my suprise, that a second Rabbi was just appointed 
to the community who, he added with a sigh, referred to him, 
Sobel, as "chi~.f Rabbi" until he was officially appointe'd; 
thereafter he.fgot the title as well as contact. This new 
Rabbi is the Rabbi Schlessinger, whom I met briefly, who is 
a handsome , impressive, beautifully groomed man but who is 
clearly Agudah . Moreover, his wife is a daughter of an Agudah 
representitive in the Knesse t , Rabbi Poroush and they occupy 
a modest apartment in the community house owned and hard by 
the major synagogue in town, on Alte Koenigstrasse. On questioning 
the matter further I learned that there apparentl y was a large 
enough community of ultra-orthodox Jews to warrant having an 
Agudah Rabbi on the pre~ises. (This was latter confirmed to me 
by Christian Ministers in the ~rea). But , Sobe l and Schlessinger 
have no contact with each other anymore and this, perhaps 
understandable, is a pity. · 

Dr. Stefan Szajak 

For the record, Mr. Szajak's full name and title is Direktor 
Der Judischen Gerneinde Frankfurt , K. d.o.R., Hebelstrasse 17. 
6000 Grankfurt/M, Tel: 590117 . 

Szajak, the chief professional for .the organized Jewish community 
in Frankfurt, · has been on t .he job for some time, is well regarded 
and seems to be very efficient . I discussed with h,im my other 
contacts and to get his impression ot the status of Jewish- · 
Christian relationships in Ger many, . gener~lly,and . ~ _Frankfurt ·speci-
fically, he ~old me that of a l l those working i n the area, ' 
Pastor Schenck is most important and the most productive. Still, 
it seems that szajak initiates no programs ·of his own but is 
simply responsive . to requests corning from the outside to which 
he respond~ quickly enough , and this deals mostly · with materials, 
publications, speakers, information on Jewish holidays, and the 
like.· Szaj ak now knows about our European office and agreed, 
quickly enough, to let AJC know how we can be helpful to him. 

Father Laurentius Klein, head of the Central Ecumenical Council. 

For the record, ·Father Laurentius is head of the organization 
called Oku.menischen Centrale, Friedrichstra;se2-6, Postfach 174025 
6000 Frankfurt am Main 1, Tel: (0611)7159-l o Father Laurentius 
is an .old friend, having once bee·n . chairman of the ~curnenical 
TheologicaL Research Fraternity: and long Superior in the Dormition 
Abbey~ A-.Benedictine Monk, Laurenti us is an old friend 

... 
·~ 
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and we had a full .and frank discussion. The Center that he· 
directs, is a coordinating organization for some 15 churches in 
Germany, including the Evangelical churches, the Baptist churches, 
the Catholic churche~ ahd assorted others. This ecumenical center 
works primarrly in coordinating the work of all church groups, 
mostly intra-Christian affairs but, perhaps natt,irally, they 
deal also with Jewish af:f ·airs insofar as· the churches are concerned 
with them. This has to do with Jewish holidays, information about 
·Jewish life, policy in Israel, and the ' like. In other words, 
Jewish-Chr~stian relationships is not a primary concern of the 
Center but is a natural off-shoot of it. Klein acknowledo.ed that 
he could use information, mostly about ecumenical ·work, as well as 
interpreting Israel's posture from time to time, and I promised 

. to provide him with this information. His office, by the way, is 
located just two blocks away from the .bi~ Reform temple in Frankfurt 
and it was he who told me about the bearded Jews who are populating 
the area, thus requiring the · services of Rabbi Schlessinqer • . The 
meeting with Father Klein was altogether a~reeable. · 

You might find· it advisable to share this report ·with those fine 
folks in the Interreligious Affairs Department. In any case, r · 
invite suggestions from you and Nives for ·any. recolllinended follow­
up, i~ appropriate. 

MBR/lc/sw~ 

. .-
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Following the Palestine Liberation 
Organization's rejection of the p~ 
posed agreement by King Hussein of 
Jordan and Yasir Arafat for negotia­
tions based on President Reagan's 
Middle .East peace plan, Secretary of 
State George P. Shulu warned that 
leadership has "to be exercised am­
. structively," and that the P.L.O. had 
failed "to measure up to those respon­
sibilities." To underscore his point, be 

·said, "There's a saying around here, 
'Use .it or lose it.' " Now embarked 
upon his first official trip to the Middle 
East, be might well counsel Arab 

0 

leaders' and Palestinians to examine 
bow lea.dership bas been exercised by 

. Israelis. . 
It is tragic for the Palestinians that 

their professed leaders have still not 
learned two fundamental lessons from 
their Israeli opponents: Political suc­
cess depends on the ability to make 
pragmatic compromises and achieve 
an effective consensus to carry out 
painful decisions. 

There have been two significant dif­
ferences in the tactics used within the 
Zionist and Palestinian movements. 

·The Zionists, after vigorous and often 
bitter ideological debate, agreed in 
1947 to compromise and build a Jew­
ish state in only a small pa.rt of the his­
toric land of Israel. For the sake of 
sovereignty and international recog­
nition, the Zionists were prepared to 
settle for half .a loaf. 

In contrast, by attacking Israel in 
May 1948, the Arab states violently re­
jected the United Nation General As­
sembly's 1947 panition plan. which 
would have established an independ­
ent Palestinian Arab state in part of 
Palestine west of the Jordan River . . 
The Arab leadership's inflexible 
claim to all of Palestine has instead 

George E. Gruen, director of Middle 
East affairs at the American Jewish 
C\>mmittee, is editor and CO-OLlthor of 
"The Palestinians in Perspective." 

Lessons 
. . 

For Arabs 

DavldSuur 

erates would eliminate extremist op­
position, "just as Beu-Gurion did." He 
also boasted that "it took us in Fatah 
only six hours to liquidate the Saiqa 

' [another Syrian-backed P.L.O. 
group] when it came to a showdown in 
LebanOn." 

By George E. Gruen 

produCed nothing. Meanwhile, Israel 
has pragmatically exploited oppor­
tunities and Arab mistakes to enlarge 
the area under its control. 

1be other significant difference has 
been in the handling of dissidents. In 
the 1930's, the agents of Haj Amin el­
Husseini, the Mufti of Jerusalem, sys­
tematically killed several hundred 
moderate Palestinian Arabs who were 
prepared to discuss co-existence with 
moderate Jewish leaders in Palestine. 
It was one of the Mufti's men, deter­
mined to block Jordanian-Israeli 
peace, who in i951 killed King Abdul­
lah of Jordan at the entrance to the Al 
Aksa mosque in Jerusalem. (Standing 
at his side was his 15-year-old grand­
son, Hussein, whose life was spared 
when a bullet ricocheted off a medal 
on his uniform. 1bis traumatic exi>eri­
ence may help to exp.lain King Hus­
sein 's reluctance to enter into peace 
negotiations with Israel in the face of 
continuing Arab hostility.) 

The latest victim of this tactic of 
murdering political opponents is Dr. 
Issam Sartawi, the Palestinian mod­
erate killed in Portugal earlier this 
month by a terrorist from a Syrian. 
backed Palestinian group led by Abu 
Nidal, who broke away from the 
P.L.O. in 1974. ln November 1976, I 
asked Dr. Sartawi how the Israelis 
could be sure that the offer of co.exist­
ence be was seeking to relay to Israel 
through American Jews from the 
P.L.O. indeed bore the authority of the 
organi.1.ation itself. He responded that 
when the time was ripe, P.L.O. mod-

The tragic fact is that Soviet-backed 
Syrian, Ubyan and Iraqi rejectionists 
still exercise a veto over Arab and 
Palestinian moderates. Dr. Sartawi's 
reference to the incident in which 
David Ben-Gurion ordered his Haga­
nah forces to fire upon the Altalena -
a ship bringing desperately needed 
munitions to the rival lrgun com­
mando unit during Israel's 1948 war 
for independence - is particularly 
ironic. The outcome of that painful but 
isolated episode has no parallel 
among Arab leaders: The danger of 
fraticide was ended '!flen the Irgun 
commander, Menacbem Begin, . 
agreed to disband his forces and limit 
himself to political activity. . 

Unlike the P.L.O.'s eight separate 
and at times warring armed factions, 
in Israel there is only the ls.rael De­
fense Forces, which carry out the 
decisions adopted by the .democrati­
cally elected Government. There may 
be heated 'debates and close. votes in 
the Knesset, but when Israel commits 
itself, 3!i in the agreement to give up 
oilfields, bases and settlements in 
·Sinai for peace with ·Egypt, there is no 
question that the Israeli Government 
'bas the authority and power to carry 
out its word. 

Pragmatism and disciplined na­
tional action have served the Israelis 
well- in war and in peace. When will 

·. trumation with military debacle and 
political paralysis finally prompt a 
new and courageous Palestinian lead­
ership to step forward and enter into 
serious negotiations with Israel 
for la.sting peace~ reconciliation? 

THE NEW YORK TIMBS, TUESDAY. APRIL 26, 1983 
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date April 29, 1983 

to Donald Feldstei.n 

from Milton Himmelfarb 

subject How Jews voted in the ·chic a.go ma.yoral el. e.c·t ion, April 12 

Attached is the . first page of NBC Poll ~esults #88 

(April 18, 1983), bas·e·d on interviews with 2,919 Chicago voters. 

1. Of Jews 43 per cent voted for th.e black candidate, Washington. 

Of all whites, includi~g Jews, 18 per cent voted for him .. Since 

Jews were 8 per .cent of all white voters, .according to unpub~ished 

NBC data, it follows that non-Jewish whites gave Washington not 

18 ~ut 16 per cent. The excess of Jewish over other-white support 

for Washi~gton, therefore, was 27 per cent, and the ratio of Jewish 

to other-white support was more than 2.5 to 1. 

2. If Epton had not been a Jew most Jews would probably have 

voted for Washi~g~on, perhaps· even more thari the Hispanic 5 5 per 

cent. In the California_ gubernatorial election of 1982 Jews 

ga~e more of their votes than Hispanics did to the black candidate, 
' 

Bradley: · 7 5 per-· cent 0£ Jews, 6"8 per cent of Hispanics. (See 

Geraldine Rosenfield' s ·1982· Elec'tions, February 1983.) 

Still, Jews ge~erally vote less than others for the fellow 

ethnic. In the N~w York gubernatorial election of 1982 two out 

of three Jews voted ~gainst Lehrman, the Republican Jew. If he 

had not been a Jew~ probably three out .of four would have voted 
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against him. In Chicago, where Jews are .less used to a Jew 

iri high office, ·the ·fellow-ethnic advantage. for Ep.ton was· 

probably a bit higher than i.t was for .Lehrman in New .York. 

3. America! The Poles/Slavs voted for the Jew 30 per cent 

more than th~ Jews did. 

4. Jonathan .Levine has arra~ged with a political scientist 

for a more thor ough ·study. 
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;~Poll 
Results 

Room 1700 
30 Rocl-:e!elier Plaza 
New York. N .Y. 10020 
21 2-664-2593 

1188 18 April 1983 

.F.ollowing are the results of an Election Day Voter Poil conducted by NBC l\lews 
and The Associated Press among 2,919 persons who voted in the Chicago mayoral · 
election on 12 April 1983. The poll was done at I 00 locations throughout the 
city. · 

Information about this survey or any other conducted by NBC News and The 
A~iated Press may be obtained by writing to~ 

Peggy Einnehmer 
NBC News 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 
l\lew York, NY I 0020 

Copyright (c), 1983, National Broadcasting Company, Inc., All Rights Reserved. 

MAYOR VOTE 

For whom did you just vote for Mayor of Chicago? 

RACE ETHNIC BACKGROUND 
Polish/ 

Black White · Slavic Irish Hispanic 

Washington 
Epton 

Washington 
Epton · 

Washington 
Epton 

98% 
I 

18% 
81 

Protestant 

62% 
37 

13% 
86 

RELIGION 

'Catholic 

29% 
69 

18% 
81 

Jewish 

43% 
56 

VOTE IN FEBRUARY 1983 DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 

Byrne Voters 
All Whites 

20% 
77 

12% 
86 

Daley Voters 
All Whites 

19% 
80 

12% 
87 

55% 
40 
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NAZI WAR CRIMINAL DEPORTED BY 
THE U.S. IS NOW IN WEST GERMANY 
By Roche!le Saidel-Wolk 

WASHINGTON, May I (JTA) -- United 
States sources have verified that Hans Lipschis, 
the first Nazi war criminal to have been deported 
in more tnan 30 years for concealing his crimes, 
i s now in West Germany, according to Eli Rosen­
baum of the Justice Department's Office of Special 
Investigations (OSI). Rosenbaum was one of three 
OSI prosecutors in the Lipschis case. 

For some time, there had been some question . 
as to where lipschis went after he was ordered 
deported. He was scheduled to leave the U.S. for 
Wesf Germany on April 21, but did not appear forth! 
flight arranged by the OSI. His attorney, Paul Zurn 
bakis, that day informed OSI acting director Neal 
Sher that Li pschis had departed for West Germany 
a week earlier. This, 1-.>wever, could not be veri­
fied until late last week. 

An admitted former SS-Rottenfuehrer (Corporat 
at the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp complex, 
Lipschis on December 23, 1982 conceded charges 
against him were not contested. On that date, U.S 
Immigration .lJdge Antl-.>ny Petn>ne .ordered U~ 
schis1 a West German citizen, deported there with 
in 12u days. Lipschis was bom Antanas Lipsys in 
Kretinga, lithUania on November 7, 1919., and ob­
tained German citizenship in 1943. 

The OSI filed a deportation suit against Lip­
schis, a permanent resident on .line 8 1982 in 
U.S. Immigration Court, Cticago. 111ls a source 
of great satisfaction that we were able to complete 
this case within only 10 months from the time of 
filing," Rosenbaum said. 

Charges In The Deportation Suit 

Charging that Lipschis had served from 1943 to 
1945 in various units of the SS-Totenkopf Sturm­
bann (Death's Head Battalion) at Auschwitz8irkena 
the OSI alleged that he personally participated in 
the persecution of civilians confined there, and 
that he "ordered, incited, assisted, or otherwise 
participated in ttle persecution of persons ••• l:ecau 
of their race, religion, national origin, or politica 
opinion." 

According to OSI. cbcumentation, Lipschis 
was in 1946 "included by the War Crimes Group, 
Deputy Theatre .lJdge Advocate' s Office, United 
States Forces European Theatre on a ' Lit of Perpe­
trators' of war crimes" at Auschwitz., and his "appr 
hension was sought by U.S. authorities" from that 
date. 

Lipschis, a retired factory worker, entered the 
U.S. on August 15, 1956 and resided since then in 
Chicago. He was charged with "concealing and 
misrepresenting" on his visa application his activi­
ties at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

Sher said of Lipschis' deportation: 'No longer 
can it be said that the threat of deportation is an 
idle one. Our investigations continue; our prosecu­
tions continue. Upschis is the first to be deported o 
war crimes charges, but he won't be the last." 

Commenting on the deportation of Lipschis, 
Rep. Peter Rodino {D. N.J.), chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee said it came at a 
"most fitting time" during t~ week of the American 
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors in Wash• 
ington . The deportation of Lipschis "serves as an 
additional reminder of the Nazi atrocities and as 
a reaffinnation of our oft-stated policy that none of 
the perpetrators be al lowed to find sanctuary in the 
United States." 

Rodino said that while he salutes the "fine work" 
o.f the OSI in its pursuit of Lipse·his,, "it is sadly 
true that our gc>vemmed took way too long before 
seriously trying to track down Nazi war criminals 
living in America. I am extremely proud of the 
role of the Judiciary Committee over the years in 
galvanizing the government to act against war 
criminals living here. 0 

The legislator pledged that his committee would 
continue to work with the OSI to ensure that other 
war criminals ''who continue to enjoy secret refuge" 
in the U.S. would also be prosecuted. 

Israel Asked To Accept Trifa . 

Meanwhile, in a related development, the 
Justice Deportment has asked Israel to accept 
Archbishop Valerian Trifa who has also been order­
ed deported. Trifaf the head of the Rumanian Ortho­
dox Episcopate in America, was o-leader of the Iron 
Guard in wartime Rumania and played a leading role 
in the January, 1941 Bucharest pogrom. Switzerland, 
Italy and West Germany have refused to accept him. 
lsroeli officials are now examining whether to ac­
cept Trifa and whether to put him on trial should 
he come there. A member of the U.S. J.Jstice De­
partment is slated to arrive in Israel this week to 
discuss the matter with the Justice Ministry. 

LI NOWI TZ FAUL TS REAGAN 
ADMINISTRATION FOR NOT MOVING 
'MORE VIGOROUSLY' IN ITS 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE EFFORTS 
By David Friedman 

WASHINGTON May I (JTA) -- Sol Linowitz 
who was President t:arter's special envoy for Mid~le 
East negotiations, today faulted the Reagan Admin­
istration for not moving "more vigorously" in its 
Middle East peace efforts. 

This has al lowed ~e Camp David process to de­
cline while President Reagan's own peace initiative 
is "expiring on the shelf," he said in response to 
questions on the NBC-TV "Meet the Press" program. 

Linowitz, who has long urged the Administration 
to appoint a high official to deal with the autonomy 
talks as he did in the final year of the Carter Admin­
istration, said he was concerned when Philip Habib 
was made special envar for both the Lebanese nego­
tiations and the overal peace process last year be­
cause he felt one would be "subordinate,. to the 
other. 

Someone other than the Secretary of State has 
to deal with the Middle East peace process be­
cause the Secretary is pressed by other issues, Lino-
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wit:z stressed. However, he said he expected 
Secretary of State George Shultz to return from his 
first mission to the Middle East with at least an 
agr~ement in principle on the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from Lebanon. 

Will Keep Trying For An Agreement 

But on the CBS-TV "Face the Nation" pro 
gram today, Lawrence Eagleburger1 Underse<:retary 
of State for Political Affair's, did not seem as opti­
mistic, He said Shultz went to the Middle East last 
week because it was judged that "now was the time 
for him to go" since if he did not involve himself in 
the negotiations directly, there would be a "deter­
ioration" in the talks. 

Eagleburger said he did not know if 
Shultz would return with an agreement, but ''if he 
can't make it1 we will try again," 

Begin And Hussein Criticized 

On the NBC program, Linowitz also was 
critical of King Hussein of Jordan and Israeli Premi 
Menaehem Begin for not being more forthcoming in 
the peace efforts. "Hussein has been too dependent o 
the will" of Palestine Uberation Organization chief 
Yasir Arafat, linowitz said, 

. He said "a mistake was made ,, • in makin 
the President's plan hostage to negotiations between 
Hussein and Arafat," He added that Hussein hos " 
obligation, has an interest to participate in the 
negotiations on behalf of the Palestinians," 

Linowitz ruled out U,S, talks with Arafat 
or the PLO until the PLO recognizes Israel's right 
exist and accepts UN Security Council Re"'lution 
242. . t 

As for Begin, Linowitz said he has 11not~en 
forthcoming, not as wi I ling to take steps tnat I 
think wotkl not have endangered Israel's security" 
but would have moved the peace process forward, 
While he did not explain what those steps were,w 
Linowitz was asked about Israeli settlements on the 
West 8<r1k, he replied, "I have long felt that it is 
not in Israel's best interests to continue with the 
settlements. 11 

Linowitz said that when he was participat­
ing in the autonomy discussions, he told Israel the 
settlements were an obstacle but he believes now 
that something could be worked out if negotiations 
begin. 

At the some time, Linowitz said he be­
lieves that the future of the West Bank may be re­
solved if an autonomy agreement eon be reached an 
there is the five years of experience of living with 
it1 as envisioned by the Camp David agreements, 

Says Withholding F-16s is Counterproductive 

Linowitz sold the witholding of authoriza­
tion b- the sale of 75 F-16 fighter-bombers to Israel 
was.a "counterproductive" move, "You don't 
get Israel acquiescing and cooperating by threoten­
ing what it regards as necessary for its security," 
he said. 

Eagleburger said he "suspects" that the 
Soviet Union's re-arming of Syria is "to demonstrate 
to Syria and other Arab states particularly the 
radical Arab states, that the Soviets are sti II a play 
er in the Middle East" after the "clobbering" Syria 
took from Israel in Lebanon which also reflected bad y 
on Soviet equipment, But he SQid the Soviet move 
created the danger of an East-West conflict, 

While the Soviets moy be trying to inerea 
their influence In the Arab world, Eagleburger 
stressed, the Arab world knows that the "U,S, alone 
hos the obi Ii ty to bring the various parties together, 

He said the only effect the Soviets eon have on the 
Middle East peace process is a "negative factor. " 

SHULTZ CONTINUES HIS SHUTTLE 
By David landau 

JERUSALEM. May I (JTA) - Secretary of State 
George Shultz returned from a 36-hour stay in Beirut 
today for his third round of talks with Israeli leaders 
since he began his s\.iuttle mission last Wednesday. 
He conferred at len•Jth with Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and was scheduled to meet with Premier Mena­
chem Begin this evening. 

The Cabinet met for an hour this moming, prior to 
Shultz's return, to discuss the progress of the talks, The 
ministers were told that the picture would be clearer 
after Israel hears Shultz's report e>n his meetings with 
President Amin Gemayel, Prime Minister Shafiq Wazzan 
and other Lebanese officials in Beirut. 

According to Cabinet sources, the Secretary of 
State has been "academic and very pleasant" while 
listening to the positions of both sides but has 
not yet advanced any American fonnula to bridge the 
gap between them, Israel, for its port, has given 
Shultz "signals" on 90meci the disputed issues "indicat­
ing which direction he could usefully work." The sources 
declined to identify those "signals" as "concessions" or 
a "softening of positions," 

Areas Of Flexibility 

They indicated that Israel is prepared ta show 
some flexibility on the future status of its ally, Maj, 
Saad Haddad whom it wonts placed in command of sec­
urity forces in south Lebanon after Israeli troops with­
draw. The sources implied that lsroel might waive the 
"fonnalism" of rank or title for Haddad as long as he 
retains the substance of command. 

They al"' :ntimated that Israel might withdraw 
"'mewhat from Its earlier objections to the continued 
presence of the United Nations Interim Foree in Leban­
on (UNIFIL) in ~uth Lebanon, lsroeli negotiators seem 
prepared to consider proposals for "'me limited role for 
UNIFIL, possibly supervising security around the Pales­
tinian refugee camps or, at least the El Hilwe camp 
near Sidon, 

The Lebanese Terms 

U,S. and Lebanese officials apparently agreed 
that progress hod been made durin,g Shultz's talks witn 
Lebanese leaders yesterday and today. Wazzan told re­
porters Tn Beirut that Shultz would retum to Jerusalem 
with a document containing Lebanon's final position 
for an agreement with Israel, He said he hoped the next 
time the Secretary visits Beirut it will be with an 
agreement from Israel, 

The Lebanese terms, it was understood, earl for the 
withdrawal of some 301 000 Israeli troops from their 
country simultaneously with the pull-out of Syrian and 
Palestine liberation Organization forces, Security ar­
r<r19ements in south Lebanon would be spelled out in a 
long annex lo the agreement, 

An understcnding over trade and other relations 
between Israel <r1d Lebanon in the future would be con­
tained in letters that t+ie U.S. government would send to 
Israel and Lebanon, The Lebanese refuse to sign a formal 
peace treaty with Israel at this time. 

Shultz Suggests May 8 Deadline 

Shultz has suggested that May 8 might be his dead­
line for wrapping, up an agreement between Israel and 
Lebanon, He is scheduled to attend meetings in Europe 
that day, American officials here were upset by a report 
in Maariv today claiming that Shultz said he was pre­
pared to stay in the region as long as necessary to ach­
ieve an agreement; even longer than Secretary of State 
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Kissinger's 31· days of shuttle· diplom~y in the David levy, Israel Deputy Pr-ime Minister,. who 
region in 1974;· the Israeli newspaper said. delivered his keynote address in Hebrew. · . . 

American officia'ls are c:Oncemed' that sucfi· · . "What we are seeing here today is not·only love 
an open-ended cominitmelit would ~¢.ise both side and appreciation for Israel but -also recognition of the 
to delay any meaningful cc;>nce5si0ns fOr weeks. place Israel holds as a spiritual center a source of 

Cabinet sources· stressed tOday thar Sliultz strength, and a source of national prJ~ For all Jews,". 
has made it clear that part of his pre5ent !llission h.e sqid. A translation of his remarks' was provided to 
is to ·improve u~s. relations with all countries the media ·and.read aloud to the many assembled near 
in the region,''above .and beyond"the specific- .. tlie reviewing stand. _ 
issue,of. lebanonl' The sources claimed Shultz·.?.·:._ '= ·, , Levy,;· who is.also Minister.of Housing;· was among 
had~ Sciid•as .much - ~yring ·his meeting'.with-. Arn'eric· , ~the inany lsraeli"'officials, · local officials and Congres• · 
Ambassadors to Middle East countries in Cairo a sional members w~ reviewed tqday's parade. The 
week ago· and confirmed it during his talks in~. theme was "Yisrael Yaffa," or "Beautiful Israel," and 
Jerusalem. · ,· as in the past, the parade was sponsored by the Amer:i-

According to the sources, lsroel is wary of c~ ZionJst Yo~th Foundation. M.pre than 100 national 
that objective· although it would welcome the and local ~w~sh ~rg~.izations provi~d support for all 

--prospect of.impn;ved:rela'iions.with-Wgshjngton~· : , .. aspects of the annual event~ . . :- . .. . . . 
But the Israelis seem to fear they may be required · , The parade was led down Fifth Aven~ by the Is- · 
to "pay" For improved bilateral relations with the rael Defense force mgrching· band. They played ,ne Hat-
u . s. witli concessions over: Lebanon. The sources ikvah and Star Spangled Ban~r ·before · the reviewing: 
claimed that· the security issues involved iri l,eb- . · stand. It was the first time the I OF band, composed . 
anon Were not directly affe<;ted by imP"1VedJie~ mainly of-$>td\eTS serving their mandatory Service in the 
with Washingtol'! or the prospect of more· arms,from " anned forces; participated-in the-event; . The band 
the U.S. · · · · was conducted by Lt. Col. Yitzhak Gratzian'i• He was 
ISRAEL! cAsuALTIES 'IN LEBANON . bom in Bulgaria .md graduated ~m the Music Academy 

B H .. Ii 6 · I · of Sofia. He emigrated to Israel in 194& and has compos• 
Y 1,19 rge ed a wide .range of musical works. . . 

TEL AVIV, M12y I (JTA) -- Israeli al"l'I)}' Mqyor Edward t<;och, notjng that the IDF band 
casualties and artillery exchanges between Chris- i)erfonns well, said "they are also able to fight for . 
tian Phalangists forces ana Druze militia marked their co1,1ntry su~rbly •••• " H~ read a proclO!T)a,tion .· 
the .scene in south Lebanon during the past. few. gsking all New Yorker$ to reflect-on the close relci_ .. _ ..... 
days. · · · · . tionshir, between Israel and' the u.s. and proclaimed 

An Israeli soldier .,was killed· and three otne today 'Salute to Israel Parade Day. 11 Governor Mario 
were wounc:led F.ri'day-.when their vehicle ran over Cuomo, v_.f,o v.as unable to attend, proc.laimed today 
a mire f'!Orth of Si~. A,c·cording to a ·count kept New York State "Sal!'te to Israel Parade Day. 11 i 
by Israel Radio, the number of (sr¢elis kHled ~n Message From The whi~.· House · _Ii 
Lebanon since the start of the war there last ..h.ine - -
noWsffin<!s cn-478 a'td"2j61'4"wouh·ded;- - - --.-- __ ..:... --Micli"ael-Gale, -Presi'den·t Reagari'sliai50n- to- the-:·- 1 

During the ~r:ith Qf April, seven Israeli ~wish community, read a message from the President 
soldiers were killed and 15 y.oounded ir:i 29 .terrorist and his wife, _Noncy; dec;laring fhgt the u.s. is "froud 
attacks on IDF personnel in Lebanon. Another thr · i)f its role" it played in. the creation of the St~te o 
soldiers w~re .wounded by Syrian gunfire or in . Israel 35 years ago and reaffirmed the U. S. ·commit- . 
clashes between Christians and Druze. ment to the Jewish State. 

This moming, an hraeli tank ran over a Some of the p_lqc;a~s c9rried .by. ~ !11archer$1 foc-
mine on a road south of Beirut, but there were no using ·on the"theme of this ye9r1s paradej· SQ.i.t;I: "Our 
casualities, an army spc>kesnidn -sa!a. ' The· tan.k was beautiful heritage"; ."lJiere is no beauty like t~Qt-of . 
on an early morning inspection of the road before Jerusal~m"; . "~outiful people make a beatitiful Israel"; 
if was opened for traffic. · · · · "!!eautiful flowe~ of ISrael "; and ''The spjrit of ISrae! . 

In Beirut, two mortar shells landed andl.ll<P ""'is be~tiful. '.' · 
ed not far fr0m the American Ambassador's resi'den e Many Jewi~h organizations and business firms spon­
where Sec.retary·of State George Shultz was spend sored ela!:,x>rate floqts, _al)'IOOg them Ban~ Leu.mi A{neri­

. iog .-the.·night. The explosiOo awQken~d Shultz; bu ·can .Zionist.Youth Founqati~; · ~wish -Ngtiona(Fund, 
he did noHeave liis bedroani, according to' a U.-S · American Mizrachi· W~m~,--American f{ed Magen David 
spokesman. 1'here was no damage to the built;lin9. in Israel; Bank Hapoalim of l)-.S~ and ·the ·Board of 

The shells were apparently not aimed at the Jewi~h E.ducgtion. . _ 
Ambassador's residence but were part of an ar.til• Among the many marching bands WQs ·Ifie .bhnny- · 
lery exchange betwee1i'Phalangist and Druze cake J-. High School marching band from Baltimore,, 
forces ir:i th~ Shouf mountain a~ea.· . Maryland; Allen High School band frqm Allentownf. 
TENS 6F THOUSANDS OF P~OPLE . Penn~ylvaf!ia; Mc;Ki.,ley T~chnicq_l'.Sr." High·s~~ · 
DISPLA'(UNITY AND SOLIDARITY WITH marching· band from Wa~hing!?if D.C. One group of 
ISRAEL AT SALUTE TO ISRAEL PARADE participcints came frorii'ihe Agudo Achim Synagogue 
By Kevi~ Freem.an · .of-' Columbus, Ohio.. · - . · 

· Julius Bennc;Jl,' c;hain:nan of.~ <;onference of · 
, ·: .. NEW YO~K, .May I (JTA)-.__ ln·. a_:tremendous . Presidents of Major ~eric911 :Jewis~ .Organizations, 
display of Jewish unify and ·solidarity with Israel;' · noted the presen·ce .of~Levy,.arid th~~l-DF :bqnd 'and ·said :'-·', 
tens of thousa.nds of people lined a 30-block thqt the .Jewish ~pie "~. 011e peoplf:?" whether in· the · 
stretch of Fifth Aven'ue here today ~ view the som 0 trenches of Lebanon c;>r on Fifth Aven~e. II • 

75,000 marchers; 25 marching bands and several * * * · '· · 
dozen elaboratay clecorated colorful floats partic­
ipating in the 19th amual Salute to Israel Parade. 

"Here in this city,- and in this great nation of 
the world; thousands of iniles from the small ·State 

.. of lsraelf the strength of the bond amongst the Je 
ish people finds its full expression," declared · 

BONN (JTA) -- ~ut 200 neo-Na~is gathered 
· near Karlsruhe today ~discuss plans for !l nationw!~~ · _, 
orgqnization that would unite various-~xtr~me righ!wing 
groups. 
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SPECIAL TO THE JTA 
'TIME IS RUNNING OUT 
FOR THE JEWS OF POLAND' 
By Milton Jacoby 

WARSAW May I (JTA) -- 11Time is running 
out for the Je-!s of Polcrid, 11 according to Szymon 
Szurmiej, manager and artistic director of the Yi 
dish State Theater in Warr.aw. "With regard to t 
10,000 to 121 000 Jews that remain in our country 
the average age is 65, and we cannot expect the 
elderly generation to produce children. We have 
become, in a way, tfie last of the Mahigans." 

Szurmiej, who was bom in the Ukrain~had, 
for weeks prior to the 40th amiversary celebra­
tion of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, been a lead­
ing Jewish spokesmCl'I on behalf of the event crid 
hod played a clomincrit role cliring the week-long 
observances. 

Referring to some of the agitation preceeding 
the celebration, and apparently with reference to 
his fellow compatriot, Dr. Marek Edelman, a 
leader of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising who oppose 
the celebration because it was govemment-spons­
ored, Szurmiej told the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency: 

"Politics don't interest me, and to inject 
political issues over the graves of six million is 
neither moral nor ethical. Al I we wanted was to 
mark the 40th anniversay of what had happened 
here in WCINDW Cl'ld to demonstrate that we had 
not forgotten. 11 

Theater Is Subsidized By The Government 

Szurmiej has been the director of the prestigi 
ous Yiddish State Theater -- which is subsidized 
by the government to the tune of 15 million Zlo 
a year, approximately $176,470 - for the past 
13 years, Cl'ld bega.t as an actor there 12 years 
earlier. 

The troupe last played in New York City in 
1976 at the· Billy Rose Theater, with the unforget­
table Ida Kaminska as its star. Just tvo ,ears lcter 
Journeyed lo Israel where they performed all over 
the country to enthusiastic audiences. In Tel 
Aviv, forexample, the troupe played to sold-out 
houses during a two-week engagement. 

Szurmiej said the govemment of Poland had 
built the 400-seat Yiddhh State Theater in 1970. 
It employs 36 actors, in addition to a technical a 
administrative staff of 180. Seven of the actors ar 
non-Jewish. The theater has 18 plays in its reper­
toire, produces three plays a year, and has Cl'I 
actors studio in part of which chi ldren are taught 
Yiddish and Yiddish literature and receive special 
training in actfog. 
: The Yiddish State Theater troupe will tour t 
United Statesfor four months, beginning in Dec­
ember, opening first tn Miami, visiting sevecal 
other cities with substantial Jewish populations, 
and concluding in New York City, before going 
on to Toronto and Montreal. 

Twenty-five actors Cl'ld a large group of 
technicians will be involved in the five plays to 
presented: "The Dybbuk," by S. Ansky; "The 
Comedians, 11 by Abraham Goldfaden; "Der lnter­
gCl'ld," by Isaac Babel; "Goldele der Schmetterli 
by Simcha Bitterman; and ''Bon four M. Chagall," 
a musical. 

Szurmiej had invited the delegates from abro 
for a dramatic Warsaw Ghetto f)resentation at his 
theater on the first evening of the Ghetto uprising 
celebration which he dedicated, also, to the 
memory of §hmuel Tennenblatt, the late editor of 

the Yiddish journal, Folks-Sztyme, whom he des­
cribed as his "closest f'Tiend Cl'ld colleague. 11 

Szurmiej appealed to American Jews to com~ • 
to Poland in greater numbers, and of c:a1rse, to v1s1t 
his unique theater: 0 Your coming ~ere is vital for us 
so that we develop our capacities and to ensure our 
future growth. Your support of our theater will be 
proof that we hove not gone under, and l+iat, in a 
very real sense, we are the heart of the community.'' 

SOLON URGES REAGAN TO SHIP F-16s 
TO ISRAEL, HALT ARMS SALES TO ARABS 

PITTSBURGH, May I (JTA) - Sen • .bseph Biden 
(D. Del.), called on President Reagan today 91o read 
the message of Congress! and ship F-16 jet fighter­
bombers to Israel. He alS> urged the President to halt 
all arms sales to Arab nations in the Middle East and 
declared that the U.S. should begin to treat Israel "m 
an ally and brother and not wash dirty laundry in pub­
lic• II 

Biden a member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee~ spoke at the luncheon session of the 83rd 
national convention of the Zionist Organization of 
America here. He said American public opinion is be­
ginning to understand what is at stake in the Middle 
East "thot oil is not a weapon, that the Israelis ore 
the ~es who have made concessions in Leb:onon" and 
that it is the SyriCl'ls1 the Palestine Liberation Organiza­
tion and the Lebanese government which are "intran~i­
gent. II 

Resnick New ZOA President 

Alleck Resnick, a Baltimore lawyer and active 
Jewish community leader, was elected president of the 
ZOA at the convention's dosing session tonight, suc­
ceeding Iva'\ Novick of Pittsburgh. Resnick is a mem­
ber of the executive of the World Union of General 
Zionists and since 1978 a member of the General Coun­
cil of the World Zionist Organization. Before his 
election to the presidency of the ZOA he served as 
chairman of its national executive committee. 

Newest Form Of AntrSemitism 

Addressing the ZOA convention Friday, Elliott 
Abrams AssistCl'lt Secretary of State for Human Rights 
and Hu~anitarian Affairsf, charged that the Soviet Ut­
ion and the PLO are the 'forefront of the newest form 
of anti-Semitism which accuses Jews of being in league 
with the fore.es of evil." 

He said that "the most important assumption bind­
ing the Cuban~ Vietnamese, the Sandinists of Nicarag­
ua the PLO and the Soviet together is the theme that 
th! United States is the incarnation of evil• Cl'\d that 
groups and nations such as Israel, aSS>ciated with the 
u.s. or sympathetic to it are "equally wicked. 0 

Abrams observed that the Soviets assert that "Zion­
ism is th~ enemy of al I mc:11kind. 11 In this, he saidf we 
are dealing with a great threat to the survival of Jews 
and Judaism in the Soviet Union, the survival of 
Israel and indeed to the survival of freedom in the 
world.'! 

Urges U.S. Pressure On Soviets 

Also addressing the 500 convention delegates Fri­
day, Sen. Arlen Specter (R. Pa.) declheareSod ~t when 

11 the U.S. putS sufficient pressure on t • v1ets '° 
that they must respond for their own self-interest, pro­
gress will be made in the cause of Soviet Jews. 

Referring to the Middle Eost, Specter.descri~d I: 
rael as having liberated Lebanon and said 1t was unmit­
igated gal I 11 that the Lebanese govemment should refuse · 
to recognize Israel. He said that until there is recogni­
tion of Israel's right to exist( "how can anyone call on 
Israel to make concessions.' 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

..... . May 3~ 1983 

.. to. ~~IZ·~~.~ CC: 

. fro~ · · Eileen Foster 

Phyl l i .s B~oth · 
Sonya ·Kaufer · 

· eubJeot · · ,Your S~ssion{s) at the Annual ~eeting 

. .. 
· You .are in · overa11 . charge of ·a session or sessions. 
at the .Annual ~ting~ ··Please, please, please be 
sure to: 

1. Let Phyl 1 is Booth know inmediately if ~here 
are any special requirements for room set-up 
·or ~quipment ·(i.e., microphones, video 
equipment, dancing girls); · 

and 

2. At the meeting, get or ma~e a copy of the 
speaker's presentation or notes and deliver 
them to Sonya Kaufer. · This is particularly 
important for outside presenters. 

EF/bf 
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to Staff Attending the Annual Meeting 
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from Eileen Fo~ter cc: Shula Bahat ~ 
Don Feldstein subject Your Assignments Selma Hirsh 
Sonya Kauf er 

Attached is the round-up of staff responsibilities and assignments for this 
year's Annual Meeting. Please make note of ' when~ · where and how we are ex­
pecting· your help--and please read the 11 job description" appropriate to your 
assignment. The "job description" for reporting assignments has al ready been 

, sent to you by Sonya Kaufer; all others are atta~hed (see blue sheet) . 

. If you have any questions about reporting assignments, please contact Sonya . 
directly. If you have questions about any other a·ssignment, please contact 
me . 

The round-up of weekend staff assignments will be posted. in Headquarters and 
the Press Room throughout the weekend, so that everyone will know who is re­
sponsibl~ for what during the weekend. 

AN IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT" THE . ANNUAL DINNER 

. Reservations. and any seating requests ,You might · btive must reach Nancy Merjos 
· no later than Monday, May 9th. Again, we would like to remind you that your 
. cooperation with the 'Troubleshooting Desk at the Dinner is essential . If 

,. 

you are asked to delay taking your seat, or ·not to take your assigned seat, 
please accede to the request g:acefully. ·We are counting on your cooperation. 

EF/ bf 
Enc ls. 

83-100-62 
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STAFF .ASSIGNMENT JOB DESCRIPTIONS 

"OVERALL CHARGE" 

In addition to the obvious, staff members listed as being in overall . charge of 
a session .are responsible· for getting a copy of any out~ide speaker's prepared 
presentation--or even just of notes or an outline used for the presentation. 
If the speaker has only one copy, bqr.row it for .a few .inin_utes and send·. someone 
to Headquarters to make a copy. · · oeliver · the · materia1 · to · sonya · Kaufer~ · · 

"SESSION MANAGER" · 

In general, sess ion managers are expected to be on the alert for all .Possible 
problems. In pafticular: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Before the · session · begins, check that all .mikes are in working 
order . This means arr1v1ng at least 10 minutes ea~ly. 

Escort program participants to the dais or the reserved table; 
take care of any other requirements they might have. 

Close the doors to the room when the program portion begins . 

4. Move .floor mike(s) out into the center of the room when the 
discuss~on i s about to begin. 

5. Keep chatting groups of lay or staff members from congregating 
at the back of the room or just outside the door. · 

6. Notify .Phyllis Booth ~r . Nancy Merjos or send a -runner to 
Headquarters if more s~ating is needed, if the.air condition­
ing needs adjusting, etc •. 

PLEASE NOTE: Apart from the dictates of .reasonable discretion (e.g., you 
wouldn't turn away Maynard Wishner), a badge is required for admiss.ion to 
any session. 

"GATEKEEPERS" 

Gatekeepers have been assigned to two luncheon sessions: Friday (with 
Secretary of Defense Weinberger) and Saturday (The Oral History luncheon). 

No one will be admitted to either lunch after 12:10 P.M. Because of time 
restrictions of the· program participants, both sessions must begin and end 
promptly. 

Re: Friday lunch -- Gatekeepers/Sess~on Managers please meet Eileen F6ster 
and Mil to~ Ellerin outside the meeting room at 11 :40 AM. S~curity will be a 
major consideration for this session; you will be briefed at 11:40 . . 

. . ·Re: Saturday· lunch -- The meeting room may be crowded if registration con­
· . tinues at the present pace. Therefore, please ask 'staff .to hold back. For­

tunately, "since· the doors will clese at 12:10 PM, 1;h.ey can .be admitted then, 
so they. wi 11 not have too 1 ong to wait. . · · '. .: · · . 

.. . , "' ...... · 

:·: .. 
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"GENERAL RECEPTION HOSTS" -- Please report to Susie Schub. 

Those of you who have worked this beat before know that congestion can be a 
serious problem and we need you desP.erately to ·move people away from the elevators 
escalators and Registration Area in the Promenade as soon as . possible . . The · 
best way to· do so is to station yourself at or near .an elevator or at the top of 
the escalator, holding a seating list. As guests get off the elevator, note 
what 'they are wear'ing and ·proceed as follows: .. 

1. For men in black tie, women in evening dress, or ·anyone in 
clerical garb, ask for their names and check the seating 
list. If they are on the Dais, they should be escorted 
to the Dais Reception in the Mercury Ballroom. (Of course, 
you then return to the Promenade.) · 

2. Direct all other guests to the Registration Table. 

3. Try to move. chatting groups away from congested area·s and 
into the Reception in the Ballroom Foyer. 

4. Familiarize yourself with the location of the checkroom, rest 
rooms, pay telephones, so you can give directions. 

5. Once the rush of guests coming off elevators has slowed and 
the Promenade is no longer packed, you should move into the 
General Reception. Here, you are really 11hosting 11--look for 
any guests standin_g a 1 one, introduce yourself, chat .and, when­
ever possible, introduce them to other guests nearby. 

6. When the hot~l staff flickers the lights to signal the 
end pf the RQ~eption, circulate and ask guests to move 
into the main part of the Ballroom for the dinner. 
Please do not go to your seat until all the guests have 
left the Recep_tion for the dinner. -

"TROUBLESHOOTERS" 

Your assignment is simply to do anything Sadye Olivieri asks--look for 
particular staff or lay members, run errands, etc. It ~s crucia~ that 
you stay close by the Troubleshooting De~k and ~ot ~et invol~ed 1n con­
versations, as Sadye often has to co1TU11unicate via discreet signals. 

83-100-58 



77th ANNUAL MEETING WEEKEND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Overall Responsibility .•........ .. ....... ...•• Shula Bahat 
Eileen Foster 

Hotel Arrangements ...•.• ..•.•.•....•......... ... Phyllis Booth · 
Nancy Merjos 

Registration &· Information ...• .•• ••.. · ...•...•. Sadye Olivieri 

Security.~·········~··························Milton ~llerin 

Headquarters. ! •• -: .................. . · ••••••••••••• Bernice Fisher . . ,, . . 

Stockroom ..•..•.•...... · .... ...•. •....•... .. • •. Mario· Nunez 

Press: Room.; •..•.•.•. .. . : .· ..•..•. . .. .• .•...••• Morton Yarmon 
Natalie Flatow 
Joyce Kaplan 

Radio & TV ..•.......••.......•.•..•..•. .. ••.•. Amy Goldberg 
·Laurie Chock 

Weekend Reports •...••..•... .•• . ... : ..••....... Sonya Kaufer 

Fundraising Cocktail Reception .•. .•. . ... •.••.• Arthur Feuer 

Reso~µt.ipn.s .•.•. • •.... · ~ ....... ; ....•.•....•..••. Phyllis Shermao 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 

GIFT PACKET DISTRIBUTION DESK Sara Marks, Noon - 3:00 · P.M. 
Tamar Podell,. 3:00 - 5:30 P.M. 
Betty Reiser, S·: 30 P .M. -Closing 

. . .. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 

10:00 A.M. 

IPGI COMMISSION 

ASSIGNMENTS AT SESSIONS* 

Overall Charge: ·. Irving Levine 
Session Manager: Joseph Giordano 
Reporter: Michelle Goldstein 

*·This li.sting does not include program participants who are listed 
in the formal pri~ted schedule of w~ekend events. 



Annual Meeting Assignments, p. 2 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, continued · 

1:00 P.M. 

IPGI WORKSHOP 

3:15 P.M •. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

NATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

3:30 P.M. 

~AC LATIN AMERICAN SUBCOMMITTEE 

5:00 P.M. 

BRIEFING SESSION · 

7:45 P.M. 

OPENING PLENARY 
(PRESENT TENSE PANEL) 

THURSDAY, MAY 12 

7:30 A.M. 

BOARD ·OF TRUSTEES 

ENERGY/ARAB INFLUEN~E COMMITTEES 

JCAC WOMEN'S ISSUES SUBCOMMITTEE 

IPGI VIDEOTAPE 

Overall Charge: Irving Lev1ne 
Session Manager: Joseph Giordano 
Reporter: Rose Feitelson 

Overall Charge: Euqene DuBow 
Session Manager: Andrew Baker 
Reporter: Ernest Weiner 

Overall Charge & Reporter : Marilyn Bravenan 

overall Charge: Jacobo I<ovadloff 
Reporter: Rose Feitelson 

overall Charge: Harold Applebaum 

Overall Charge: . Murray Polner, Susie Schub 
Session Manager: Myrna A.sher, 

Lois Rosenfield 
Reporter: Francine Etlinger 

Overall Charge and Reporter: Rita· Blume 

Overall Charge: Sheba Mittelman, 
Phyllis Sherman 

Reporter: Sheba Mittelman 

Overall Charge and Reporter: Gladys Rosen 

Overall Charge: Irving Levine 
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THURSDAY, MAY 12, continued 

9:30 A.M. 

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

Overall Charge: Seymour Samet, 
Marilyn Braveman 

Session Manager: Linda Greenman 
Reporter: Evan ·sayer 

Overall Charge: Abe Karlikow 
Session Manager: David Geller 
Reporter: Sherry Frank 

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION . Overall Charge: Marc Tanenbaum, 
Inge Gibel 

·. Session Manager: Judith Banki 

JEWISH COMMUNAL AFFAIRS 
COMMISSION 

12:30 P.M. 

PLENARY LUNCHEON (CUOMO) 

2:30 P.M. 

PLENARY (BUSINESS SESSION) · 

5:00 P.M. 

FUNDRAISING RECEPTION 

p:l5 P.M. 

GENERAL RECEPTION 

Reporter: A. James Rudin 

Overall Charge: Yehuda Rosenman, 
Gladys Rosen 

Session Manager: Steven Bayme 
Reporter: _L_a_r_r_y~G_r_o_s_s_m_a~n 

Overall Charge: 
Session Managers: 

Haskell Lazere 
Andrea Klausner, 
Joanne Hoffman 

Reporter: _R_a_n_d~y~C_z_a_r_l_1_·n~s_k~y 

Overall Charge: Neil Sandberg 
Session Managers: Jon· Levine, 

Adrienne Goodman 
Reporter: Phillip Saperia 

Overall Charge: Ar·thur Feuer 

Oyerall Charge: Sadye Olivieri 
Host Captain: Susie Schub 
Press Troubleshooter: 
Dinner Troubleshooters: Harold Applebaum, 

Hinda Beral, Lee Goldstein (after Fund­
raising Reception), Bernice Newman, 
Tamar Podell 
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THURSDAY, MAY 12, continued 

6:15 P.M. 

GENERAL RECEPTION (continued) 

DAIS RECEPTION 

6:45 P.M. 

77th ANNUAL DINNER 

FRIDAY, MAY 13 

7:30 A.M. 

LEGAL COMMITTEE BREAKFAST 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON WOMEN'S 
ISSUES BREAKFAST . 

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP CABINET 
BREAKFAST 

8:00 A.M. 

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON SOVIET 
JEWRY BREAKFAST 

9:30 A.M. 

PLENARY 
(DEFENSE ARMS LIMITATION 
COMM I TT_EE) · 

Staff Hosts: Beth Bubis, Larry Grossman, 
Andrea Klausner, Gayle Rosen, · 
Milton Tobian, Richard . Zelin 

Overall Charge: Sonya .Kaufer 
Dais Captain: Neil Sandberg 
Staff Hosts: William Gralnick, 

Haskell Lazere, Sara 'Marks, 
Marilyn Rothman, A. James Rudin, 
Phillip Saperia, Marsha Turken, 
Anita Watkins 

Overall .Charge: Shula Babat, 
Eileen Foster· 

Reporter: Diane Steinman 

Ov~rall Charge & Reporter: Sam Rabinove 

Overall Charge: Marilyn Braveman 
Reporter: Ruth Kroll 

Overall ·charge: Eileen Foster 
Reporter: Beth Bubis 

Overall Charge & Reporter:· David Geller 

Overall Charge: Phyllis Sherman 
Session Managers: Joyce Galpern, 

Randall Czarlinsky 
. Reporters: Arthur Abramson, 

Harold Applebaum 
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FRIDAY, MAY 13, continued 

12:00 NOON 

LUNCH 

2:00 P.M. 

PLENARY 

PART I: Peter G. Peterson 

PART II: Panel 

SATURDAY, MAY 14 

9:30 A.M. 

SABBATH DISCUSSION & SERVICE 

12:00 NOON 

LUNCH (ORAL HISTORY) 

3:30 P.M. 

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS' MEETING 
WITH NATIONAL OFFICERS 

Overall . Charge: Hyman Bookbinder 
Session Manager/Gatekeepers:Bernice Newman, 

Marilyn Rothman, Joan Silverman 
Reporter: Ellen Cohen 
Security: Milton Ellerin 
Press Troubleshooter: Laurie Chock 

Overall Charge: Adam Simms 
Reporter: Jon Levine 

Overall Charge: Harold Applebaum 
Reporter: Adam Simms 
Session Managers(throughout): 

Herman Blumberg, Sherry Frank 

Overall Charge: Gladys Rosen, 
Yehuda Rosenman 

Session Manager: Andrew Baker, 
Nancy Klein 

Reporter: Hinda Beral 

Overall Charge: Irma Krents 
Session Managers/Gatekeepers: 

Joyce Galpern, Marilyn Rothman 
Reporter: Bernice Newman 

Overall Charge & Reporter: Eugene OuBow 
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SUNDAY, MAY 15 

8:00 A.M. 

K~NARY BREAKFAST 

9:30 A.M. 

PLENARY 

83-100-60 

Overa·11 Charge: Marc Tanenbaum 
· Session Manager: Herman . Blumberg, 

Martin Plax 
Reporter: Judith Banki 

Overall Charge: Abraham K~rlikow 
Session Managers: Lois Gottesman, 

Ina Jo Rosenberg 
Reporters: George Gruen '(Foreign Affairs) 

Sonya Kaufer (Feldstein) 



ANNUAL MEETING STAFF ASSIGNMENTS (Alphabetic by staff name) 

STAFF MEMBER 

ART ABRAMSON 

· HAROLD APPLEBAUM 

. .ii 

ANDREW BAKER 

JUDITH BANK! 

EVAN BAYER 

STEVEN BAYME 

HINDA . BERAL 

HERMAN BLUMBERG 

RITA BLUME 

HYMAN BOOKBINDER· 

MARILYN BRAVEMAN 

BETH BUBIS 

ELLEN COHEN 

RANDY CZARLINSKY 

EUGEN[ DuBOW 

FRANCINE ETLINGER 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Friday, 9:30 AM . 

Wednesday, 5:00 PM 
Thursday·, 6:15 PM 
Friday, 9:30 AM 
Friday, 2:00 PM 

Wednesday, 3:15 PM 
.Saturday, 9: 30 AM 

Thursday,' 9:30 AM 
Sunday, 8: 00 A.M . 

Thurs.day, 9: 30 AM 

T~ursday, 9:30 AM 

Thursday, 6:15 PM 
Saturday, 9:30 AM 

Friday, 2:00 PM 
Sunday, 8:00 AM 

Thursday, 7:30 AM 

Friday, 12 :00 Noon 

· Wednesday, 3:15 PM 
Thursday, 9:30 AM 

Fri day, 7 :30 AM 

Thursday, 6:15 PM 
Friday, 7:30 AM 

Fri day, . 12 Noon 

Thursday, 12 : 30 PM 
Friday, 9:30 AM 

Wednesday, 3:15 PM 
Saturday, 3:30 PM 

Wednesday, 7:45 PM 

Reporter, plenary . 
(Share with Applebaum) 

Ov~rall ~harge, Briefing ·Sessio~ 
Troubleshooter, Dinner .Reception 
Reporter; Plenary (share with Abramson) 
Overall r.harge, Part 2, Plenary 

session manager, csc meeting 
Session manager, Sabbath 
S~rvice & Discussion 

Session manager, IAC 
Reporter, Sunday. Plenary Breakfast 

Reporter, DAC . 

Sessio~ manager, JC~C 

Troubleshooter, Dinner Recepton 
Reporter~ Saturday .Sabbath 
Service & Discu~sion 

Session manager, Plen.ary (throughout) 
.Sessian manager, Plenary Breakfast 

Overa 11 charge and Reporter, 
Board of Trustees 

Overa 11 charge, Weinberger l.unch 

Overall charge, Nation.al Educ. Conm. 
Overall charge (with Seymour Samet) 

DAC 
Overall charge, National Comm. on 
Women's, Issues 

Staff Host, General Dinner Reception 
Reporter, National Membership Cabinet 
Breakfast 

Reporter, Lunch 

Reporter, Lunch 
Session manager, Plenary 

Overall charge, CSC Meeting 
Overall charge, ·Chapter Presidents' 
Meeting with National Office~s 

Reporter, Plenary 
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STAFF MEMBER ASSIGNMENTS 

ROSE FEITELSON Wednesday, 1:00 PM 
Friday, 8:30 AM 

ARTHUR FEUER Thursday, 5:00 PM 

SHERRY FRANK Thursday, 9:30 AM 
Friday, 2:00 PM 

JOYCE GALPERN Friday, 9:30 AM 
Saturday, 12 Noon 

DAVID GELLER Thursday, 9:30 AM 
Friday, 8:00 AM 

INGE GIBEL Thursday, 9:30 AM 

JOSEPH GIORDANO Wednesday, 10:00 AM 
Wednesday, 1:00 PM 

LEE GOLDSTEIN Thursday, after 
Fundraising Recpt. 

MICHELLE GOLDSTEIN Wednesday, 10:00 AM 

ADRIENNE GOODMAN Thursday, 2:30 PM 

LOIS GOTTESMAN Sunday , 9:30 AM 

WILLIAM GRALNICK Thursday, 6:15 PM 

LINDA GREENMAN Thursday, 9:30 AM 

LARRY GROSSMAN Thursday, ~:30 AM 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

GEORGE GRUEN Sunday, 9:30 AM 

JOANNE HOFFMAN Thursday, 12:30 PM 

ABRAHAM KARLIKOW Thursday, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

SONYA KAUFER Thursday, 6:15 PM 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

ANDREA KLAUSNER Thursday, 12:30 PM 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Reporter, IPGI Workshop 
Reporter, FAC Latin American 

Subcommi.ttee 

Overall charge, Fundraising Recept. 

Reporter, FAC . 
Session manager, Plenary (throughout) 

Session manager, Plenary 
Session manager/Gatekeeper, Lunch 

Session manager, FAC 
Overall charge & Reporter, Committee 

on Soviet Jewry Bkfst. 

Overall charge, IAC 
(Share with Marc Tanenbaum) 

Session manager, IPGI Commission 
Session manager, IPGI Workshop 

Troubleshooter, General Dinner 
Reception 

Reporter, IPGI Commission 

Session manager, Plenary 

Session manager, Plenary 

Staff Host, Dais Reception 

Session manager, OAC 

Reporter, JCAC 
Staff Host, General Dinner Recpt. 

Reporter, Plenary (Foreign Affairs 
portion only) 

Session manager, Lunch 

Overall charge, FAC 
Overall charge, Plenary 

Overall charge, Dais Reception 
Reporter, Plenary (Feldstein 

remarks only) 

Session manager, Lunch 
Staff Host, General Dinner Recpt. 
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STAFF MEMBER 

NANCY KLEIN 

JACOB KOVADLOFF 

IRMA KRENTS 

RUT_H KROLL 

HASKELL LAZERE 

IRVING, LEVINE 

. . . ' 
JON LEVINE 

SARA MARKS 
. ·•. ·. 

SHEBA MITTELMAN 

BERNICE NEWMAN 

SADYE OLIVIERI 

MARTIN PLAX 

TAMAR PODELL 

MURRAY POLNER 

SAM RABINOVE 

BETTY REISER 

GAYLE ROSEN 

ASSIGNMENTS 

· Saturday, 9:30 AM 

Friday, 8:30 AM 

Saturday, 12 Noon 

Friday, 7:30 AM 

Wednesday, 10:00 PM· 
Thursday, 12:30 PM 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Wednesday, 10:00 AM 
Wednesday, 1:00 PM 
Thursday, 7:30 AM 

Thursday, 2:30 PM 
Friday, 2:00 P.M . 

We9nesday, Noon-3:00 PM 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Thursday, 7:30 -PM 

Thursday, 6:15 PM 
Friday, 12 Noon · · 

. Saturday, 12 Noon 

Throughout weekend 

Thursday, 6:15 

· sunday, 8:00 AM 

Wednesday, 3:00-5:30 PM 
Wednesday, 10:00 PM . 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Wednesday, 7: 1 5 

Friday, 7: 30 AM 

Wednesday, 5:30-8:00 PM 
Wednesday, 10:00 PM 

Thursday, 6:15 PM 

se·ssion manager·, Sabbath . servi~e & 
D.i scussion 

Overall Gharge, FAC/latin American 
· subcommittee 

Overall charge, Lupch . 

Reporter_, Women's .Committee Breakfast 

Overall charge, Reception· 
Overall charge, Lunch 
Staff Host, Dais Reception ·· 

Overall charge, IPGI Comm1ssion 
Overall charge, Workshop . 
Overall charge, Vide~tape screening 

Session manager, Plenary 
Reporter, Par~ 2 of P-lenary 

Gift Desk . 
Staff Host, Dais Reception 

Over a 11 charge, (with p • . Shen:nan) . 
· & Reporter, Energy/Arab lnfl. Bkfs.t. · 

Troubleshoo.ter, General Dinner. Recpt . 
Session manager/Gatekeeper, Lunch · 
Reporter, lunch 

Overa'l charge, registration 

Overall charge, General Reception, 
. Annual .Dinner 

Session manager, Plenary Breakfast 

Gift Desk 
Session manager, Reception 
Gen~r,a.l Dinner -Reception 

Overall charge, Plenary 
(share with Susie ·Schub} 

Overall charge & Reporter, 
legal Comm. Bkfst. 

Gift Desk 
Session manager, Reception 

Staff Host, General Dinner Recpt. 



ANNUAL MEETING STAFF ASSIGNMENTS (Alphabet_i_c ~y s.taff n.ame) . ··. . •.. pg. 4 ! 

STAFF MEMBER 

GLADYS ROSEN 

INA JO ROSENBERG 

"LOIS .ROSENFIELD 

YEHUDA ROS~NMAN 

MARILYN ROTHMAN · 

A. JAMES RUDIN 

SEYMOUR SAME,T 

NEil. SANDBERG 

PHILLIP ~~PERIA 
: . 

SUSIE SCHUB 

PHYLLIS SHERMAN 

JOAN SILVERMAN 

ADAM SIMMS 

DIANE STEINMAN 

~MARC TANENBAUM 

MILT.ON TOBIAN 

. · .. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

. Thurs4ay~ 7:30 AM 

Thursday, 9:30 AM 

.Sa~urday; 9: 30 AM 

.. Sunday; 9: 30 AM 

Wednesday, 7:45 PM 

Thursday, 9:30 AM 

·saturday, 9:30 AM 

Thur.sday, 6: 15 PM 
· Friday; 12 Noon 

Saturday, 12 Noon 

Thursday, . 9:30 AM 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

·' 
Thursday, 9:30 AM 

Thursday, 2:30 PM 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

. . 

Thursday, 2:30 PM 
Thursday~ 6:15 PM 

Wednesday, 7:45 PM 
Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Thursday, 7:30 AM 

Fri_ ~ay, ~ :30 AM 

Friday, 12 Noon , 

Friday, 2:00 PM 

Thursday, 7:00 PM 

Thursday, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, 8:00 AM 

Thursday, _·6:15 PM 

Over a 11 .charge and Repo.rter, 
JCAC Women's Subcommittee 

Overall charge(.with Yehuda Rosenman} 
JCAC . 

· Overall charge (with Yehuda· Rosenman) 
Sabbath !frvice & Discussion 

. . . 

Se:s.sion Mana·ger, Plenary 

Ses·s i o·n Manager, Plenary 

Overall charge (with Gladys ·Rosen) 
JCAC 

Overall charge (with Gladys Rosen) 
Sabbath Service and Di~cussion .. . ~ : .. 

Staff Host, Dais Reception 
Session . Manager, Gatekeeper, Lunch 
Session Manager, Gateke~per, Lunch 

Reporter, IAC 
Staff Host, Dais Reception 

: ~ 

Overall .charge (with Marilyn Braveman} · 
OAC . 

.. 
Overall charge, Plenary 
Dais Captain, Dais Reception 

Reporter, Plenary 
Staff Host, Dais Reception 

Overall charge (with Polner), Plenary 
Host Captain, Gen. Dinner Recpt. 

Overall charge {with Sheba Mittelman) 
Energy/Arab Influence Bkfst. 

Overall charge, Plenary 

Ses~ io_n Manager I. Gatekeeper, Lunch 

Overall charqe, Plenary, Part 1 and 
Reporter, Plenary, . ~art 2 · ....... 

Reporter, 77th Annual Dinner 

Overall ~harge (with ·inge Gibel) IAC 
Overall charge, Plenary 

Staf_f · Host, Genl. Dinner Recept . 



ANNUAL MEETING STAFF ASSIGNMENTS (Alphabetic by staff name) 

STAFF MEMBER 

MARSHA TURKEN 

ANITA WATKINS 

ERNEST WEINER 

RICHARD ZELIN 

83-l 00-61 . 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Wednesday, 3:15 PM 

Thursday, 6:15 PM 

Staff Host, Dais Reception 

Staff Host, Bais Rec~ption 

Reporter, CSC Mtg. 

Staff Host, Genl . Dinner Recept . 

pg. 5 
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East Europe women meet 
Christian-Jewish relations said strained, not broken 
Closer UK ecumenical collaboration seen 
RC bishops issue nuclear letters 
WCC delegates meet in Panama 
Church team in visit to Marshall Islands 

ECUPOINTS: 

WSCF/ Europe changes 
UCC/Disciples union conversations 
Repatriation of Koreans in Saghalien 
Church center of gravity shifts 
El Salvador arrest, protest 
Italian Protestants on holy year 
Ecumenical care fQr ~l.derly., qis~~le_d 

African Christian art festival 
Church computer users network 
Latin American Reformed assembiy 
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Argentine disappeared 
Confessing Church remembered in Hungary 
New ACC aid priorities 
Brazil aid criteria 
Meeting of UK/Argentine church reps 
Chinese priests sentenced · 
African family education corif erence 
Israeli group, Swedish prize 
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CND priest can continue 

ECUVIEWS: 

"Civil religion" 
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SHOPTALK: 

Situation reports (available from the wee inter- ahu.rah aid corrmission) 

a) Fiji - Cyclone Osaar - March 1983 (No . 2, 30 April) 

b) Lebanon - Emergency (No . 25 , 3 May) 

' 



~T F;t.mQPE; 
WO~tl m;~J: 

Ecumen~c~i ?~~ss 
Service 83~05.19 

KIEV (EPS) = A weekloJlg con~~r~~c~ oµ "the witness and ~~~vice of !=he Chris!=ian 
women of the European sociaiist countries in the ecumenical movement and th~ir 
work for pe~ce, justice, and life" was hosted here last month (20-75 April] by 
the Russiaq Or~hodox Church. 

More tqan 40 ~omen from ~ulgaria, Czechoslovakia, GDR, Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, USSR, an4 ~4gpsl?via a~!=ended the sessions, 9rg~niseg !iround tqr~e . 
main topi~$ ,,,. "~he pr~sen!= thre!i~ to the li~e of hu~nity, 11 "our re?ponsibil~ty 
in the . church, family, aJld society" and "are we ready for the sixth assembly of 
the World Council of Churches?" (24 July - 10 August , Vancouver, British 
Columb~a, Canada). · · 

A conmrunique from the group says the Christian understanding of life is 
"closely ~elate~ to the pre$eµt situati9n in which th~ v~~y ?Urviv!il 9f our 
planet is in d~nger from nuclear weapons" which "leads i:o increased misery . 
and poverty, especially in the Third World countries" . :J:t aqps tl)at ''all 
the participants felt that the conference .•. encouraged and supporteq their 
commitment and involvement in the struggle to safeguard life on earth and to 
achieve disanµament " . 

The docunwnt lists several aspects of "responsibilities of Christian women 
in the present situation," among them, "intensive work in our churches con­
cerning threat tp iife , disarmament and peace," "~dQcation . for peace and 
understanding among nations and peoples," starting at an early age, and 
greater contacts among women from East, West and Third World " to reach better 
mutual under~tanding and information, and be equipped for 9ve+coming prejudices 
and enemy image". 

Besides preparation for the next wee assembly, the conference was a followup 
to the founding meeting last year in Gwatt, Switzerland, of the Ecumenicai 
Forum of European Christian Women [EPS 82.07.04). Participants here included 
several ord~ined women. Barbel von Wartenberg, director of the WCC sub-unit 
on women in church and society, said the meeting shows that "the churches in 
Eastern Europe are responding positively to development and challenges which 
the ecumenical movement generates on the question of women". She noted its 
importance as the first international, ecumenical women's meeting under Russian 
Orthodox auspices. 

EPS 



CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 
SAID STRAINED, NOT BROKEN 

Ecumenical Press 
Service 83 . os~20 

BOSTON (EPS) - Christian- Jewish relations were strained but not broken by last 
year ' s event·s related to Lebanon , representatives of the two faiths agreed in 
a panel discussion here at the seventh National Workshop on Christian-Jewish 
Relations [24- 28 April) . 

"Because of a long time of talking toge~~~er, the churches and the Jewish 
community found their relat'ionship was not shattered despite the differ­
ences," S?-id- pane.list c1a'-i.rJ Rand~li', gener~l secretary of the National 
Council of Churche s . 

She said that the mainline churches of .the· NCC had · a "stronger reaction" to 
Israel's action in Lebanon than to some previous Middl e East events , and 
that "strains" with the Jewish comm.unit~ we·~e created as these churches 
spoke to the US government about the use of US arms by Israel. 

r !J· 

But though soi;ne member denominations spoke out strongly, she said, the NCC -.1 

itself decided not to make any statements but instead to hold interfaith 
talks • . Another NCC-Jewish meeting was set fo r the week following the workshop. ·· 

A Jewish panelist, Marc Tanenbaum of the American Jewish Committee, commended 
Randall and NCC president James Armstrong, who, he said, "kept their heads" 
in the midst of heavy pressures from "some liberal Protestants". 

Tanenbaum cited reports of a US denominational leader and a member of the 
World Council of Churches delegation to Lebanon criticizing Israel in language 
drawn from the Naiz holocaust - e.g. Isr~el allegedly seeking a " final 
solution•'• of the Palestinian problem. 

"A small group of self-identified enemies of the State of Israe l was prepared 
to say the worst,~' t 'o''fcal'l ;.i:rsrae lis~ Nazi~'' and talk ab'out · geno·c·ide-,'11

· he· ·S'aid, :: 
adding -that Jews have" "n·o·thlng to discus's" with such critics. 

Tanenbaum said there is also a large body of Christian friends who recognized 
the "need" of Israel to "do something decisive" about the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and he s~id there is a midd_le group of "friendly critics" who 
could be accepted because, ~hey had previ~usly shown understanding of Israel ' s 
importance. 

Allan Brockway, secretary· for Christian~Jewish dialogue at the World Council 
of Churches, emphasized the diversity in Christian reactions. "The Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches no more speaks for Christians 
everywhere than does the government of l~raei for all Jews," he said. 

"For some friends and enemies o.f Israel,.JBrockway said, events last year led 
to no change but only a "hardening of their positions", but he said a third 
group were disturbed and frustrated . He -said they "find it impossible to 
utter condemnations of Israel" and yet c~nnot ignore claims of the Palestinians 
to "landed political autonomy". 

He said their problem was "intensified" by having to "explain, justify or 
defend before Jews stances taken. for instance, by their churches or ecumeni­
cal body with which they can agree only in part, if at all." 

(Tracy Early, EPS New York corres pondent) 

EPS 



CLOSER UK ECUMENICAL 
COLLABORATION SEEN 

Ecumenical Press 
SeJNice 83.05.21 

LONDON (EPS) - Four days. of talks ·in. Rome last month by a group of 1'2 ·British 
church leaders from both the British Counc'il of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
church in Britain have paved the way for closer CC?ll~borati~n b

0

etween them, 
according to a statement issued on their return. ~The 'group ~~nt . to Rome 
following the pope's invitation to representatives of the Brit'ish chu'rches 
when he met them at Canterbury a .year ago. . . ..... -· 

The group was composed of five Roman Cath~iics (including three bishops) and 
seven BCC representatives (including BCC ~eneral Secretary Philip Morgan, 
Durham Anglican Bishop John Habgood~ and Scottish Episcopal Church Primus . 
Alastair Haggart). ·. :-

"I hope that your experience of these few days in Rome will contribute • .. to 
a closer collaboration in your own countries, a col laboration that will have 
its effects elsewhere too," they were told by Pope John Paul r:i; at the con­
clusion of his address to them. The Pope also reminded them that "work ·for 
Christian unity has an undeniable and irreplaceable local quality ... but must 
at the same time look to the whole oikumene". 

Morgan said on his return: ·"It was extremely valuable to experience both the 
universality and the sense of continuity to be found in Rome." The group 

, came away with a far better understanding of the way Ro~e wor~s, of the 
relationships_. bet~een .. ~9me ,a"Qd l~Fal hi~hpps~' . con~ere"?_f.e~.:;.:; .{ln~J o~ _tl)e .,. ., :' .. 
dialogue that goes on inside the curia , ~hich they discoyered was f.ar from 
the monolith many imagine it to be. 

Among other things they discovered that '-'local episcopal conferences have 
far more freedom to act than we had hitherto realized". in this way the 
visit to Rome is expected to contribute significantly . to ' efforts to work out 
what kind of closer collaboration is possible between the BCC and the · 
island's two conferences of RC bishops (~ngland a~d W~les, _ and Scotland). 

In Engla~d and Wales Catholi~ membership 0.:of the BCC has been under discussion 
since 1972. The latest development was ~he invitation by ~he Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales last November to the other church leaders to 
join them in a formal conference which could among other things consider the 
reservations the Catholic bishops have at present about full BCC membership, 
on Yhich they have had observer status since 1967. A joint statement on this 
question from chµrch leaders was expectea this month . 

. , 
(Robert Noweii, EPS London correspondent~ 

.i. 
EPS 

.. 
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RC .BISHOPS. ISSUE 
NUCLE;AR LETTERS_ . 

: Ecumenical Pres.s 
.·.Service 8~ .o~ ·.22 

GENEVA (EPS) - The Roman,. Catholic bishop? of several countries have issued 
statements on nuclear war. 

In Chicago this month (3 May], US RC bishops overwhelmingly (238-9) ratified 
a revised third draft of a pastoral letter on "The Challenge of Peace: God's 
Promise and Our R~sponse". Speakirig "as, ·pastqrs, not ,poli.ticians," the 
bishops . saY. .that .'.'·good ends, defending ope' s country, . protecting freedom, 
etc. cannqt iust~fy i~r:ai means, the use of. weapons which kill indiscrimi­
nately and thr.eate? whol~ societi~s.. We feel that our ·world and nat·ion are 
headed in .~he wrong direction." 

The statement was nearly two years in preparation, 'by a five-bishop ·drafting 
committee . Ear.lier drafts drew objections from repr!'\sentativ~s of the US 
government. They pronounced the .final version better. fr.om their point of . 
view, thoug-h i~ still takes positions contrary to those of the current US 
admini'stration: 

"The first imperative," the bishops say, "is to prevent any use of nuclear 
weapons and our hope [is] that leaders will resist the notion that nuclear 
conflict can be limited, contained, or won in any traditional sense." Ruling 
out first use of nuclear weapons, they say they are "highly skeptical about 
the morality of fig~ting a limited nucl~ar war". 

The bishops urge a "halt" in production and development of new nuclear 
weapons. They voice "strictly conditioned" acceptance of nuclear deterrents 
if linked to serious arms reduction talks. They say.they cannot imagi~e a 
situation in which nuclear retaliatio~ could be justified. 

They observe that aspects of the nuclear policies of the Soviet Union and 
the US fail to meet the standards of the traditional1··Christian -"jus·t war" 
test. Affirming such a philosophy, the bishops also endorse the right of 
conscientious objection to military service and the right of individual 
Roman Catholics to be pacifists . 

From Bonn, on the eve of the US bishops' vote, the West Germanyis 68 RC 
bishops issued their own 70- page text oq, the subject. It does not condemn . 
first-u~e of nuclear weapons and suggest~ three criteria by which nuclear 
deterrence could be just~fi~d - that it _does not make nuclear war more 
probable, that it is connected with redu~tion of arms to the lowest possible 
level, and that it facilit~tes mutual arms control and. disarmament. 

"The intention of preventing war with al~ one's strength must become credible 
by virtue of the choice of the whole range of arms," the FRG bishops say. 
"The methods chosen to pursue one's security policy should be measured in 
terms of the goal of preventing war." · The bishops' text was applauded by 
representatives. of the country's three major political groupings, Christian 
Democratic, Social Democratic, and Green; · 

From Budapest, Hungary's RC bishops praise the US bishops' position. In 
their pastoral letter; they "solemnly caH: Stop the death-dealing weapons 
and rearmament." Other RC hierarchies which have spoken on the nuclear war 
question in recent months include those in GDR, Austria, France and England 

. and Wales. The Dutch bishops are prepar~ng a statement . 
.; 

EPS 
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wee DELEGATES 
MEET IN PANAMA 

Ecu~enical Press 
Ser vice 83.05.23 

PANAMA (EPS) - Meeting here for a week last month [11-16 April), Latin American 
delegates and advisors to the next World Council of Churches assembly (24 July-
10 August, Vancouver , British co+umbia, :Cai:iada) , -sent·- ~everal messages .~o 
Christi.ans in different countries .in th~ :hemisphere. : . . . 

Writing to the US church, the ·approximately 50 meeting ·par·ticipant's 'speak of 
their "deep sorrow" because of the "constant attacks 'by ·oppress~ve forces that 
are encouraged and supported by the United States government [which) constantly 
thwa~t the desire of the poor people in Guatemala, El . Salvaaor, and Nicaragua 
to live peacefully and obtain better l iving ·conditfons". · 

The letter then asks US Christ°ians to, among· other things, "organiz~ prayer 
vigils for peace with justice for Central America," "obtain and share truthful 
information on events in the region," "increase pressure" on. the US government 
to "desist from their destabili'zation policy towards Nicaragua and from their 
tactical a.rid mili!:ary support for ·the governments of El Salvador and Guatemala~" 
and aid churches ·in . the region arid refugees 'from the region in. the US. 

A letter to the Evangelical churches in Nicaragua referred to that country 
"menaced by groups which support the former regime, and oy international 
~conomJ.c interests" . A telegram to Guatemalan leader -Efrain Rios Mont~ urged 
that the lives of six persons condemned to death (including two Reformed 
pastors) be spared . 

Besides preparations for 'the assembly, agenda of the meeting concentrated on. 
the Central American situation and Evangelical/Roman Catholic relat'ions . . The 
Roman Catholic nun who preached at .the opening se~vice observed that while 
relations at the official or world level may be in a holding .pattern, grass-
roots ecl.\menis~ .is f.lo.ll:r~~~i11g! . • • ' ·. , 51 . .. ... ·:•l':l ?. ;:Hi :• .• ; .,.,.~--

CHURCH TEAM IN VISIT 
TO MARSHALL ISLANDS 

;. 

Ecumenical Press 
Service 83.05.24 

GENEVA (EPS) - In conjunction with the Pacific Conference ·of Churches and the 
[US] National Council of Churches, the World ·council 'o~ 'Churches is sending a 
five-person delegation to the Marshall Islands to assess the residual radiation 
problem as an environmental and health hazard and to.study· the social and 'human 
cost of the US military presence there. 'I' 

The islands are part of ~he . US trust territory ·of Micronesia 'in the Pacific 
Ocean. Hosting the delegation, whose tiip is scheduled 20 May - 4 June, are · 
the islands' Roman Catholic and United churches. The visiting group includes 
Kara Cole., administrative ·secretary of the [US) Friends United Meeting; PCC 
General Secretary Baiteke Nabetari; Thomas Cochran , senior ·staff scientist 
·with the Natural Resources Defense Council (Washington).; David WiHiams, 
formerly .on the PCC staff and to begin ~ork with the ~CC in July; and an 
expert in public health matters to be a-iinounced. The group ' s report is 
expected to be ready for the wee assemb iy beginning 24 ·July in Vancouver. 
British Columbia, Canada . 

Two other objec tives of the group are to "consult with the Marshallese churches 
on actions • .. they may wish to propose" and to "explore with the churches in the 
context of the WCC's standing concerns f or peace and disarmament, long-term 
strategies for mobilizing the commitment of the churches around the world on 
these issues". 

EPS 



EC~OINTS: News in Brief from Church & Sec~lar Sources EPS 83.05.2.5-29 

83.05.25. WSCF/EUROPE CHANGES: ~o Europe co-secretaries have been appointed 
by the World Student Ch:fistian Federation. Both Inger Lise Olsen a.nd Geir : 
Skeie are Norwegian. Olsen is a teacher, Skeie a pastor. Each is to work for 
WSCF half-time, effective 1 September, shortly after the WSCF regional office 
moves from Geneva to Uppsala. The two .succeed Alastair and Fional Hulbert. 

83 . 05.i6! UCC/DISCIPLES UNION CONVERSATIONS: The steering committee on union 
conversations between two US denominations - United Church of Christ and 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) - has suggested that a union of the two 
might be a·chieved through ''.shared iife", elements of which could include ease . 
in membership transfer, .mu~ual theolog~·cal inquiry, ordained ministers rostered 
in both deno_minations, regular occasion~ of joint worship, and cooperative ..... 
mission projects. The committee propos.~d that the 1985 central assemblies of .. 
the two vote only on the "des i I'abil i ty": qf u.niting into a single body, leaving,. 
details to be worked out gradually according to the principles of "shared life\·~. 

83.05.27. REPATRIATION OF. KOREANS IN SAGHALIEN : A group of 130 women repre­
senting. families of Koreans living in a part of Japan that passed to Soviet 
control following World War 2 (Sarafuto/Saghalien) , visited the World Council 
of Churches and other Geneva-based 'orgaµisations last month t:o press their 
case that the elderly Koreans there be allowed to return to Korea. The women 
estimate that there are about 7,000 Koreans in the area "still hoping to come 
back home". Bottleneck is said to be the Japanese government ' s unwillingness 
to assum~ r~sponsibility for the group, which lost its Japanese citizenship 
afteF .th!! war;.. The '!JS.SR is said to be .willing to allow them to "re tu~ .!:o~~·- --· 
by way of Japan!'; .. , ... r [ ;-(:' . :.r . 

J 

83.05.28. CHURCH CENTER OF GRAVITY SHIFTS: Lutheran World Federation Church 
Cooperation Director Risto Lehtonen say~ Lutheranism has not recognized 
sufficiently that Christianity ' s "cel)te.r of gravity" is shifting from Europe 
and North America to the Third World . Also, in terms of response to urbani- . 
sation, he observed that· it i s "difficult to avoid the impression tha~t 
Lutheran churches are vastly behind the changes that affect them" . Lehtonen 
mad.e his comments in a. repor t to the ann:ual u:ieeting last mon.th, in Argentina, 
of the LWF commission he directs. 

83.05.29. EL SALVADOR ARREST, PROTEST::, The -arrest and detention of a 
Lutheran pastor and a Lutheran social s_~_rvice agency doctor in San Salvador 
last month [27 April] trigg_ered protests from .a variety of church sources, 
including one from Director Ninan Koshy .of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, part of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
The pastor, Medardo Gomez, was released ·three days later. The doctor, Angel 
Ibarra, was still reported in custody a~ of 2 May. The two are leaders of a 
camp aiding about 1,000 persons, mostly .. women and children, who are victims 
of the country's civil war. Informatio~· reaching the WCC Latin American 
human rights resources office [6 May] i~_dicates that Ibarra is in poor 
physical condition following torture, an~ has asked for but not been given 
medical attention. . 
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ECUPO~N~Si News in Brief from Church & ~Secular Sources , EPS 83.0S.30-35 . 

83.05.30. ITALIAN PROTESTANTS ON HOLY YEAR: The Federation of Evangelical 
Churches ·in Italy has reiterated disappr,ov;il of the Ronlan ·Catholic holy"year 
underway since the en.d of March. Its news service said 'last month (20 
April] that "the public and publl.cized ~elebrations hide the ChriSt ,' rather 
than announcing him". It also faulted the Roman Catholic approach to the 
"Catholic sacramental institution of repentance" i.n its report on a Federation 
critique of the year. t : 

;, 

83.05.31. ECUMENICAL CARE FOR ELDERLY, DISABLED: A us· foundation, Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation .of Princeton, New Jersey, has announced a VS$ 2.25 
million grant to assist volunteers from 'local ecumenical coalitions of churches 
and synagogues in caring for elderly and· disabled individuals at risk of 
institutionalization. Up to 15 ecumenical coalit ions are to receive three­
year grants of US$ 150,000 each for model projects in an " interfaith volunteer 
c'aregi vers · program" . - · 

83.05.32. AFRICAN CHRISTIAN ART FESTIVAL: An estimated 1~0 representatives 
from member denominations of the All Africa Conference of Churches participated 
in a weeklong African Christian art fest·ival in Nairobi . Opening the confer- . 
ence, Kenyan Vice President Mwai Kibaki urged the AACC· to encourage Africani­
sation 9f the church . Festival purpose was to encourage ·use of African 
indigenous expressions of Chr istianity in·various aspects'of church life, 
includi~g liturgy , music, and drama . 

83.05.33. .CHURCH COMPUTER USERS. NETWORK': An ecumenical ·Church Computer Users 
Network held its first national meeting last month in Dallas, Texas-:i,·:. ·us.:.> ,, .. ,, ···. 
Begun under Methodist auspices , ·it also attracted Anglican, Lutheran, and 
Reformed interest . Methodist president of the group, Kenneth Beddell, told 
the session that " the computer has become a model for the all-knowing God, a 
new idol. We must de-idolize it." He warned againsf ·"computerphobia" because 
while they are "not the sat vat ion of the1

! church •.. neither are they something 
to be avoided." I . 

83 .0? . 34. LATIN AMERICAN REFORMED ASSEMBLY: Representatives of nine Latin 
American Presbyterian and other Reformed denominations met last month in 
Bogota, Colombia, as the assembly of the Association of Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches in Latin America (AIPRAL). An announcement from the group . 
said "Reformed identity and church missi:on in Latin America" were highlighted 
during the weeklong gathering [12-17 Apr°il]. The group plans a consultation 
next year in Mexico on gospel witness today. 

" 
83.05.35. WSCF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS: The 15-member executive committee 
of the World Student Christian Federation met in Ge.neva last month for its 
annual .meeting. It approved both a WSCF leadership training institute (to 
begin in 1984) and a women's · fund to promote and faci~itate' women's activities 
at the national and regional level . Among other reflections in the statement 
issued after the group met is that uwSCF/church relations should be set up so 
that the dialogue between fresh insights and institutional realities can take 
place in the most open and effective manner." ,,.. 

EPS 



ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from. Ch~rch . & . Secular Sources · EPS 83. 05. 36-40 

83.05.36. ARGENTINE DISAPPEARED: The Vat1can newspaper Observatore Romano 
has expres.sed "great sadness ... severe obje.ction which . surges from the hu~~ 

· conscie~ce" at an Argentine government siatemen.t that thousands of ,people 
who disappeared during. the 1970s· should be considered dead, and efforts to 
find them stopped. 

83.05.37. CONFESSING CHURCH REMEMBERED IN HUNGARY: Speaking to a theological 
symposium held last month in Hungary to'~commemorate the anniversary of the 
German Confessing Church, Hungarian Reformed Bishop Tibor Bartha quoted from 
theologian Karl Barth to liken the struggle against Naziism to that ·a·gainst 
nuclear weapons as an issue which ~alls ·for resolute church action. Also 
present for the meeting were three retired German church leaders active in ,J 

the Confessing Church, a group which refused to follow the line of · the state-· c· 
dominated Evangelical Church during the·Hitler era. · z. · 

83.05.38. NEW ACC AID PRIORITIES: The Australian Council of Churches has 
announced new aid priorities, including preference for prbjects wh~ch help 
oppressed people to become self-reliant ' or alleviate effects bf humanly . 
caused disasters. Other new priorities mean a clearer focus on the Pacif°:i.c 
and Southeast Asia (because of Australia's geographic and historic l~nk~ with .. . 
those two regions) and in particular areas (such as the Middle East) w~ere · .. 
Australi~· has strong ethnic ·or other ties. The Wor.ld Christian Action · · ' · · 
division of the ACC allocated about A$ 3.5 million for its work last year. · 
The new policy is meant to "take injustice far more seriously" according to ... . 
division director Ron O'Grady, and means there win ··normally be a high~r - - __ __ :_· 
priority to 'lielping victims of war or systematic civii rights abuses' than . 
those affected by an earthquake or flood. · 

83.05.39. BRAZIL AID CRITERIA: Pastors and other leaders of the Evangeli~al 
Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil decided during a weeklong meeting 
last month . (13-17 April] .in Florianopolis that the denomination would only 
approve overseas aid for development projects which aim at more social justice. 
They also suggested priorities for projects related to rural, urban, and Indian 
concerns. ' 

83.05.40. MEETING OF UK/ARGENTINE CHURCH REPS: It is hoped that a meeting of 
up to five church representatives each ~rom Argentina and the UK m~ght take 
place next month i 'n Rio· de Janeiro. So · reported British Council of Churches 
General Secretary Philip Morgan last month after meetings in Uruguay with 
Argentine church leaders. Morgan had planned to meet them in Argentina, but 
Argentine authorities denied him a visa. The June meeting, the BCC reports, 
would allow the leaders to share differing perceptions of the situation in 
the wake of the UK/ Argentine military conflict in 1982 over the Falktands/ 
Malvinas.. It would also identify questi'ons requiring answers, put these in 
an order of priority, and "consider what process jointly, in our separate 
countries and in association with the wee should be set up to deal with this 
future agenda". 
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ECUPOINTS: News 1n Brief from Church & Secular Sources· EPS 83 .05 .4·1-46 

83.05.41. CHINESE PRIESTS SENTENCED: Th.e Paris newspaper Le Monde reports 
that two Chinese Roman Catholic priests, Vi~cent Chu,, 67, and Joseph Chen, 75, 
received 15-year and 11-year sentences for "contacts with 'foreigners endanger­
ing the security of the state," "spreadib.g rumours," and "inciting conflicts 
among the people • II The tWO Jesuits had . 'previously Serv~d SeOtenCeS in Connec­
tion with their retigious activity, but ~ere freed in September 1979 . 

83.05.42. AFRICAN FAMILY EDUCATION CONFERENCE: About; .three dozen church 
delegates from Ghana , Zaire, Kenya, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Cameroon,. 
Uganda, and Senegambia met for a week in April at a Yaound~ (Cameroon) 
monastery to discuss family life and ed9cation in Africa. Among topics on 
the group 's agenda were socio-economic factors which affect family life on 
the continent, contraception and fertility among yout~, and relationships 
between men and women. The group calleq . for- increased· attention to faf!lily 
education and a continent-wide conference on human rights'. 

83.05.43 . . ISRAELI GROUP , SWEDISH PRIZE: Swedish Free Church Aid has awarded 
its "peace prize" for 1983 to the Committee Against ·the War in Lebanon, an 
Israeli group founded in June 1982 to oppose that country's mili tary inter­
vention in Lebanon . 

83 . 05.44. CEC PRESIDIUM MEETS : The annual 301nt meeting [14-16 April, 
Oxford, England] of the presidium and advisory committe~ . of the Geneva-based 
Conference of European Chµr ches has decided to postpone CEC's next assembly 
for a year , until September 1986 , at St;ir~ing University in Scotland. 
According .. to .. a ._q:c '!Il~Q.l!n~~m~-q.t, po~t_pof}~1:11e~t -~as . r:i:91!~r'=.d)~!:c~use ~ of tl~e .. . 
"need .for t"ime to clarify the outlines q_~ the new fo~·qF · the assembly, ~o . 
make adequate preparations, and also to ;- try to raise more financial 
resources" . In addition , "other programmes and activities of .•. CEC were 
examined, with a view to adapting them to the serious ·financial difficulties 
facing the organisation~'. Confirmed were continuation of the Churches' 
Human Rights Programme for the Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act 
through August 1985 and arrangements for· the· Third European Ecumenical 
E~counter (organised jointly with the cpntinent's Roman .Catholic bishops), 
to take place in September 1984 in Riva del Garda, Italy. The Methodist 
Church of Finland (Swedish Section) became CEC's 117th member . · 

.. 
83 . 05 .45. ETHIOPIAN PARISH IN FRG: Th~ first Ethiopi~n [Oriental] Orthodox 
parish in the FRG was sched4led to be dedicated by Archbishop Elias of 
Djibouti in mid- May [14-15). Located i~ Cologne in a building made available 
by the regional Lutheran church, it is ~o serve the estimated 7,000 Ethiopians 
in the country, whose numbers have grown considerably in recent years. 

83.05.46. CND PRIEST CAN CONTINUE: T~e Roman Catholic priest who has been 
general secretary of the [British] Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament since 
1980 has been allowed by his bishop to -.continue in the post. However, 
Westminster Archbishop Basil Hume says.tie has "serious misgivings" about the 
situation and is keeping it under review, and that permission for Bruce Kent 
to serve could be withdrawn "should political aspects of CND develop further 
and become predominant in this work". ;· 
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ECUVIEW: "Ch~il Religion" EPS 83.05.47 

The following is excerpted from a presentation by Bela Harmati, secretary for 
social systems at the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. H4rmati was 
addressing an LWF S(fminar last mon'th on "civil religion", which he defined as 
a "complex religious phenomenon, a oertain ideology, in every society within 
and under alongside of and .rather olearly differentiated from the churches · 
and re Zigions ". 

"Civil religion is .the .inscription on the American dollar, ~In God we Trust', 
the general feeling that the USA is the ·promised land, the new .Israel, the 
religious symbols in the addresses of the presidents, the national flag in· rl . 
the church, the Thanksgiving Day, Lincoln Day, Veterans Day, etc." 

"Civil religion is the Christmas celebration with the 'Stille Nacht' ('Silent ·~ 

Night')in Germany and ·other parts of Europe, the St . Lucia Day in Sweden 
with 'gloeg', candles and carols, the nationalistic elements in the state 
churches and nationwide churches (Scand~navia, Britain, Poland, etc.)." 

"Civil religion is the official state ideology in Indonesia, the Pancasila 
(five pqlars.). Its five basic principles are as follows: 1) belief in 
the one supreme God , 2) .just and civilized humanity, 3) the unity of 
Indonesia, 4) democracy led by the wisdom of deliberations among represen­
tatives and, S) social justice for al_l people." 

"In' 'the"'soc'iai':Gfr s-fa~t"'es.._, rc'fv{l "religiotrris· represent.ed by socialist rituals -
to give names~ to children , to celebrate weddings, to conduct funeral services, 
to propagate a belief in .development, technology or in the power of social 
structures. Just this yea~ in the German Democratic Republic, civil religion 
is the socialist interpretation of Luther as a German hero and pioneer of 
socialism." 

"Civil religion is embodied in some national anthems: 

New Zealand 

Liberia 

Iceland 

Hungary 

'God of nations, at thy feet, in the bonds 
of love we ~eet •.. God defend New Zealand!' 

'Long live Liberia., happy land, a home of 
glorious liberty, by God's collll)land!' 

'God of our land, our country's God ..• ' 

'God, bless the Hungarians •.• '" 
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ECUVIEW: "The Church and the Australian Economic Summit ... EPS 83.05.48 

The folZoWing: reflection on Australia's Nationdl Eeono;,,ic ·summit Conference . 
[EPS 83.04. ?6} was prepared by !}ustralian Coun"dil" of Churches ·ae.neral Secretary 
Jean Skuse, one of.the two"Australian chur>ch representatives ·invited to 
paz>ticipate. 

The holding of the National Economic Summit Conference has been described as 
one of the most important events .in Australia since Fed~ration. it was appro­
priate for the Church to be invited to b.~ represented,. as observers, .on such a 
significant occasion. · 

So many words have been written a1r~ady about th.is unprecedent.ed Conference. 
Political commentators,. economic at).alysts, financial editors have given the 
occasion the attention and scrutiny it deserved. My ~eniarks, therefore, will 
be confined to reflections which, · hopefully, will be of particular _interest to 
the Christian community. 

The concepts of reconciliation and consensus are consonant with Christian 
values. Open government if! to be appiauded . People· are .. able to· make 
responsible decisions when information i~ shared. 

The bringing together of different, often competing , interest groups; the 
process of consensus ~ecision-making , th~ frank discussion of conflicting 
points of view offer a style of operating which is commendable. The euphoric 
words used to describe the mood of the Conference were not exaggerations. The 
informalities, use of first names, ready' acceptance of one ·another as equal 
parti~ipants broke down barriers often experienced between· such div_er'se groups. 

Big business, government and the unions ;,e.re the key actors . in the S4mmit. 
There was an u~precedented e~change and a .readiness to · listen by top leaders 
in these ~hree groupings . Appropriate pirrhaps, for ~h~&~, tiJI:1,e. but !nevertpeless· 
a promotion of t~is tripartite system of power has its dangers. It leave? un­
represented a large sect9r: of Australian. society. - consumers, welfare recipients, 
Aborigines, young people, women unemploy~d and communi ty organisations ... . ~ . 
Any listener to the debates or reader or the documents could be e"xcused for 
assuming that the achievement of the goal of sustained economic growth 'will 
bring the good life and lasting happines.s for all Australians. This was not 
a Conference for the dreamers, the visionaries, the idealists. The submission 
by the Australia~ Council of Churches was perhap~ the only one which addressed 
the question of the k i nd of society ~e might envisage , where all may live with 
dignity and in harmony with one another~:,. 

It was left to the churches, too, to raise the question of our just relation­
ships to developing countries , in parti~ular ~o Asia and t he Pacific. Apart 
from a suggestion by one speaker .that Australian aid be tied to the purchase 
of Australia~made products, references ~o. other countries in the region ~ere 
confined to conflicting views on protection, tariffs and dmnping. The final 
Communique reflects our isoiationism. i . 

In his closing remarks .to the Conference, the P+ime.Minister assured the par­
ticipants that leaders in this Government would .be available for consultation 
with, and ready to receive advice from,~'the community. He acknowledged that 
experience and information gained at that level needed to be fed into the 
political decision-making processes.. This presents new opportunities and 
challenges for the churches . There are many areas in the lives of Australian 
citizens, particularly in the area. "of concern for the most disadvantaged and 
powerless groups, in which the churches will be .able to make a significant 
contribution. Such approaches need to be coordinated lest we be seen to be 
one more group lobbying _for our own sectional interests. 
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ECUVIEW: "Letter from New York" 
EPS 83 .05_.49 

Christians should join not only with other Christians across denominational 
lines but also with believers .. of other religiops and even non-believers in 
work for peace and justice, Archbishop Hel4er Camara of Brazil. told audiene;es 
here during a visit 16-18 April . He came .here from Japan, where he was th~ 
~irst recipient of a new peace prize awarded by a Buddhist group, Rissho Kosei 
kai. In New York , Dom Helder preached at the Riverside Church, which was 
beginning its fifth annual dis~rmament conference , and addressed a UN group 
that was marking the 20th anniversary of 't>acem. in Terris'.~. 

John XXIII's encyclical was also commemorated by a week-long peace conference 
held here by a Roman Catholic college, Manhattan. Speakers included Bryan 
Hehir, chief aide to the committee of US Cathotic bishops drafting a pastoral 
letter on war and peace. ~e denied reports that they were significantly 
influenced by the Reagan administration in making revisions, though he said 
the latest draft quoted new administration statements on nuclear deterrence. 
He said committee members were revising in accordance with requests of fellow 
bishops for a broader scriptural base and ·of Vatican officials for a clearer 
distinction between bas ic principles and· judgements on current issues. 

Cautioning that it is too early for firm conclusions , church officials here 
say the ability of the National Council of Churches and its member denomina­
tions to raise mission funds seems little if any- damaged by recent attacks on 
fund use in Reader ' s Digest and the TV p.rogram , "60 Minutes". Willi~m Thompson, 
stated c'lerk of the United Presbyterian Church and chairperson of the NCC' s 
relief and development arm, Church World Service, says evidence that contri­
butors have been alienated is slight, and many letters aff irm "our concept of 
mission" . 

Russian Orth9do.x Patriarch Pimen of Moscow has intervened in the American 
political deBate with afi op~n letter .to heside~t Reagan, defending the Soviet 

- • I • 

Union against !charges .made 8 March in a speech to the National Association of 
Evangelicals. Fillipg two columns of purchased space, which costs $7,122 , the 
letter appeare4 in The New York Times on Sunday, 3 April. Reagan, justifying 
a strategy of ,"peace through st·rength", described the Soviet leadership as 
"the focus of evil in the modern world". 

Pimen responded, "It is with bitterness ~nd grief in my heart · that· I read your 
belliger~nt calls which sow the seeds of hatred and hostility against my 
mot_herl.irnd and,"threaten peace.':all over the world." He also commented, "The 
position of many believers in 'the USA with regard to problems of war and peace 
give us encouragi!lg support in our efforts." 

The Moscow Patriarchate still has the original Russian cathedral in New York, 
St. Nicholas, and exercises jurisdiction. over ·a number of parishes. These 
"Patriarchal Parishes" constitute one of the NCC's 32 member bodies, and the 
NCC also conducts a dialogue program with Soviet churches. But communication 
apparently remains limited. · NCC officiats read Pimen's letter with surprise 
and dismay. Not only could it bring a backlash of patriotic support for 
Reagan, but the .embrace of Reagan's US critics lent credence to his contention 
that they are dupes of Moscow. On 8 April, NCC General Secretary Claire 
Randall sent Pimen--and released to the press--a telegram expressing "regret" 
at the lack of consultation. In a telephone interview ten days later, a New 
York repz:esentative o~ the Patriarch, Archpriest Lev Makno.,' whose name was on . 
the published letter under Pimen' s, said ' 1he had been told nothing about the 
telegram. But s_everal letters supporting:- Pim.en had come in, fie said. 

!' 
(Tracy Eariy - EPS. Ne11! Yo.rk .correspondent) .. , 

EPS .. 

,, , 

' I . 
·i ' 



The American Jewish Committee 

Annual Dinner 
May 12, 1983 
New York Hilton 



Morris B. & Carlyn Abram 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman E. Alexander 
Mimi & Barry Alperin 
Richard & Emily Alschuler 
Tom & Spring Asher 
Ruth & Elmer S. Babin 
Mr. & Mrs. Merwin Bayer 
Meta & Ronald Berger 
Mr. & Mrs. Morris H. Bergreen 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen H. Berkman 
Richard & Judy Rerkman 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip I. Berman 
Ray&. Roslyn Berrin 
Jerry&. Kathy Biederman 
Linda & Maurice Binkow 
Bob &. Dabby Blatt 
Dorothy & Milton Bonn 
Mr. & Mrs. William Bransten 
Mrs. Robert Brest 
Mr. & Mrs. H.J. Bylan 
Audrey C. Cohen · 
Estelle & Sholom Comay 
EmCJTWel & Sylvia Dannett 
Dorothy B. Dubin 
Lois & Ted Ellenoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward E. Elson 
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin B. Eskind 
Edith & Henry J . Everett 
Dr. & Mrs. Sanford P. Fagadau 
Frederick J. & Doris Falender 
Muriel Folloder 
Frederick Forscher 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard I. Friedman 
Barbara & Howard Gilbert 
Bertram Given 
Morton B. Glenn, M.D. 
Ruth R. Goddard, 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold H. Goldberg, Jr. 
Dorothy & Jerome R. Goldstein 
Mrs. David Goldwasser 
E. Robert & Barbara Goodkind 
Alan Greenberg 
Leonard & Phyllis Greenberg 
Rita & Leo Greenland 
Sally &. Bob Gries 
Ginnie & George Grumbach 
Robert & Mildred Haines 
Mrs. Eleanor Halbren 
Irving B. Horris 
Rita E. Houser 
Robert L. & Frances A. Hess 
Barbara & David Hirschhorn 
Estelle & Alvin S. Hochberg 
Bee & Phil Hoffman 
Charlotte & Alexander Holstein 
Evelyn & Irving Imber 
Jacob & Arlyne lmberman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Jacobs 
Leonore & Miles Jaffe 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Jelin 
Joan & Ira Katz 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Kaufmann 
Rita & Paul .Kaunitz 

Mr. & Mrs. Harris L. Kempner, Jr. 
Sheila &. Robert Kennedy 
Linda & Ben Kohl 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond F. Kravis 
Mr. & Mrs. David Lloyd Kreeger 
William & Corinne Krisel 
Nicholas & Eileen Lane 
Susan & Jack Lapin 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Laub 
Simon & Rosalind Lazarus 
J. David Levy 
David & Ruth Livingston 
Estelle & Hamilton Loeb 
Eleanor & Ben Loewenstein 
Dolly & Richard Maass 
Mr. & Mrs. James Marshall 
Mark E. Mason 
Mr. & Mrs. OUver M. Mendell 
Elaine & Melvin Merians 
Barbara & Herbert Mines 
Ruth & Harry Minkoff 
Carol & Alfred Moses 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Nevas 
David & Elizabeth Peirez 
Mary Jane & Robert Pelz 
Charles & Elaine Petschek 
Idelle & Leon Rabin 
S. Raymond & Barbara Rackoff 
Lois Gould-Rafaeli 
Ann & Bruce M. Ramer 
Genie & Julian Reichman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Riesman 
Robert S. & Arleen Rifkind 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Ring 
David Rose 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Rosenbaum 
Gordon Shwayder Rosenblum 
Mena W. Rosenthal 
Dr. & Mrs. Lester Saf erstein 
Nanette & Milton Scofield 
Walter & Mary Shapero 
Carol & Morton Siegler 
Alvin & Selma Silverman 
Mr. & Mrs. Percy Simmons 
Beth K. & Edward A. Smith 
Clara Louise & Henry Sonneborn 
Sherman & Jill Starr 
Philip & Edna Steiner 
Walter P. Stern 
Shirley & George Szabad 
Nicki-& Harold Tanner 
Charles H. Tobias, Jr. 
Col. Max R. Traurig 
Jane & Bernard Wallerstein 
Mrs. Philip M. Waterman 
Margaret E. Weinstock 
Richard L. & Maryanne Weiss 
Richard H. & Marguerite Weis 
Nannette R. & Elmer L. Winter 
Maynard & Elaine Wishner 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Zimet 
Harriet & Jerome Zimmerman 

•As of April 29, 1983 



7:00 P.M. Grn11d Ballroom 

PRESIDING 

Howard I. Friedma11 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Ca1itor Bruce Ruben 
Congregation Shaaray Tefila. New York 

INVOCATION 

Rabbi Marc H. Tilllmbaum 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

Elmer L. Winter 

RESPONSE 

M11y11ard I. Wishner 

REMARKS 

Tire Ho11orable 8enjnmi11 Netanyalru 
Acting Ambassador of Israel to the United States 

PRESENTATION OF THE 

AMERICAN LIBERTIES MEDALLION 

Philip E. Hoffman 

RESPONSE 

Tire Ho11orable Claude D. Pepper 
Chairman, Committee on Rules 

The United States House of Represent~tives 

BENEDICTION 

Rabbi Norman Kaha11 
President, New York Board of Rabbis 

Kashruth Observed 

.. . 
... I' ~. 



OFF-ICERS 

MAYNARD I. WISHNER,· President 

Board Chairmen 
HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN, Board of Governors 
THEODORE ELLENOFF, National Execut ive Council 
ROBERT L. PELZ, Board of Trustees -.-

E. ROBERT GOODKIND, Treasurer 
MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary 
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer 
ALFRED H. MOSES, Chairman, Executive Committee 
DONALD FELDSTEIN, Executive Vice-President 

Vice-Presidents 
MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore 
EDWARD E. ELSON, At lanta 
RICHARD J. FOX, P~ilade1phia . 
ROBERT D: GRIES, Cleveland ,. 
RITA E. HAUSER, New York . · 
HARRIS L. KEMPNER, JR:.,. GaiVeston 
JOHN D. LEVY, St: Louis . ": ·· . 
HAMILTON M. LOEB, JR. , Ne·w Yo·rk 

. LEON RABIN;.Dallas . " .. . . 
GORDON s: R.OSEN~LUM, Deriver 
JOHN H. STEINHART, ~an: Fr?rncisco 

Honorary Presidents 
··.MORRIS B. ABRAM 
ARTHURJ:GOLDBERG 
PHILIP E. HOFFMAN 
RICHARD MAASS · 
ELMER L. WINTER 

Honorary Vic;;e-Presidents 
NATHAN APPLEMAN 
MARTIN GANG 
RUTH R. GODDARD 
ANDREW GOODMAN 
JAMES MARSHA.LL 
-WILLIAM ROSENWALD 

MAX M: FISH.ER, Honorary Chairman 
National Executive Counci l 

MAURICE GLINE_RT, Honorary Treasurer 

.. , . ._ ~-: , .. <· Executive Vice Presidents Emeriti 
.·,: JOHN SLAWSON 

.BERTRAM'H. GOLD 

· . . ·. 

.. ' 

.;}"; 

··:· 

,. . . 
. . : . -~: 

_;: ... 

' ... 
. . · ~ 

. · ·': 

.·.·. 

. 
·' 

·; .. 
. : · . .... 

.- ·. " 
: . : . .. , 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

BACKGROUNDER 
ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 11-15, 1983 

SOCIAL POLICY AND THE ECONOMY 

(Plenary Session, Friday, May 13, 2:30 P.M.) 

During the past two decades, the American Jewish Committee has frequently 
endorsed and advocated creation of federal entitlement programs designed 
to mitigate poverty and ensure minimal decent standards of life for all 
Americans. Toward these ends, thi's organi zation at va ri ous times has 
adopted position statements -- all of which remain i n force -- advocating 
full employment, guaranteed income-maintenance , national health insurance 
and expanded Soci al- Security programs. In providing our support of these 
measures, we did so with a profound convi ction and sincere commitment to 
a vision of social justice, predicated on the twin beliefs that the cre­
ativity and security of Jewish life and well-be ing i s best assured in 
societies that are stabl e , and that a society which allows intolerable 
inequities of wealth and well-being cannot long hope to remain stable. 

Not all of the programs that AJC has supported have been implemented suc­
cessfully, and some have not been implemented at all. Poverty has not 
been el iminated. Nor have we achieved minimally decent standards of 
living for all. In the sixties and ear ly seventies, the gap that 
existed between ri ch and poor, as measured by family income and life 
expe~tancy, was narrowed on a scale unprecedented in history for a nation 
of our size and diversity. Toward that end, AJC was a significant voice 
among many wh ich constituted a national consensus of suppor t for the 
measures necessary to achieve these results. 

Today, however, that consensus has broken down, and the gap between the 
"haves" and 11 have -nots" i s widening once again. Although the national 
rhetoric remains comm i tted to soc ial progress, many question whether the 
promises made in a time of relatively high econom ic prosperity can be re­
deemed today, when the American economy faces serious long-term challenges 
that are, in significant measure, accentuated and aggravated by the commit­
ment of nationa l resources t o social welfare entitlement systems. 

There is no question that t he American economy has been seriously weakened 
by global shifts of capital and technology to other nations, where modern 
plants and different work attitudes have enabled foreign producers to 
produce and sell goods more competitively than their American counterparts . 
The result has been the gradual slowing of our economic growth rates and 
spreading unemployment . If we are to recover our former position as the 
preeminent industri al nation i n the world, our industries must find suffi­
cient capita l for modernizing our plants to make them more competitive and 
for investing in the new industries that will dominate the economy of the 
future. If neither of these steps is taken, our production of economic 
wealth will continue to erode along with our ability to provide adequate 
financing for social welfare programs. 

(over) 
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Our capacity to meet th i s challenge, however, has been limited by the 
existence of large federal deficits, which are projected to remain in the 
$100 - 200 billion range for at l east the next three years. As a result, 
government operati ons absorb s ignificant proport ions of the nationLs avail­
ahle capital pool , driving up the costs of borrowing for investment and 
production . The three largest curr~nt expenditure categories of the 
federal budget which contribute to these defic i ts are: interest on t he 
national debt (123), national defense (283), and non-need-related/non­
means-tested soc ial welfare entitlement programs {39%) . 

During the past two years , reductions in the size of the overall federal 
budget deficits focused on cuts in means-tested social programs (e.g. , AFDC, 
food stamps, Medicaid). Currently the Congress i s debating the appropri ate 
l evel s of growth in national defense expenditures. But by far the most 
difficult exercise in deficit management has been the effort to bri ng under 
control federal expenditures for entitlement programs. 

One illustration of this difficulty is the recent debate occasioned by 
attempts to ma intain the solvency of the Social Security system' s old age, 
surv ivors', and disability insurance trust funds. In recent years, 
national commi tments to t he Social Security system have accounted fo r 
approximately 26% of total annual federal expenditures . Commitments to 
fund the system posed the prospect that the federal government would have 
to impose sign ificant increases in payroll and employer taxes or borrow i n 
the capital market in order to meet the system's obl i gations. To have done 
so, many economists feared, would have increased the competition for scarce 
capital needed for industrial renovation and expansion, further aggravating 
our national unemployment problems and weakening our chances for renewed 
economic productivity, competitiveness and recovery. The crisis ended when 
Congress and the Administration recently agreed to speed up payroll tax 
increases and to tax benefits of recipients whose i ncomes exceed $25 , 000 
for individuals or $32 , 000 for couples. 

Against this background of competition for scarce resources, 1n order to 
provide for long-term economic recovery and secure the welfare of our 
citizens, as t houghtful Americans we must deal with these questi ons : 

* Given AJC's commitment to maintaining both a strong 
defense posture for the United States and "safety net" 
supports for the disadvantaged, what publ i c policies 
should we support in order to ensure economic growth 
and social justice? 

·* What programs might AJC undertake or support to remedy 
the seri ous and growing inequiti es in our society today? 

83-100-40 



PROTEST 
CJ.S. Secretal}' of Defense CASPAR-WEIN.BERGER 

architect of.the 

REAGAN ADMINISTRATION'S 
ANTI-ISRAEL POLICIES . 

Will appear on 

at the NEW YORK HILTON 
(Sixth Avenue and 53 Street - across from the Hilton) 

JOIN QS THERE DU~NG YOUR LUNCij .HOUR 
(assemble at 11 :30 a.m.) 

TELL THI;: REAGAN ADMINISTRATION THAT WE WILL NOT 
STAND IDLY BY WHILE IT: .:. 

• cancels strategic consensus· agreements with the only 
reliable ally in the Mid East. 

• holds up the -deliVery of planes to Israel while . selling 
lethal weapons to countries . that· are at war with Israel. 

• promotes the Reagan plan, which the Israeli government 
describes as a .blueprint for suicide. 

•allows Mr. Weinberger to provoke U.S. Marine confronta­
tions with the Israel Defense Forces. 

---------sponsored by---------
AMERICANS FOR A SAFE ISRAEL (AFSI) NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 

14 7 East 76 Street · YOUNG ISRAEL · 

New York. N.Y. 10021 JEWISH MOBILIZATION 
(212) 988-2121 COMMITTEE 
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;, iii'~~ The GAmerican <:Jewish Committee 
• •!.-': Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New Yor1<. N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

May 1~, 1983 

Rev. Charles Angell 
Centro Pro Unione 
Via S. Maria Dell Anima 

. 30 - 00186 Rome 
Italy 

My dear Charles, <. 

I appreciated very° much your recent telephone call, althoug·h I regret 
we were not able to meet during my recent visit to Rome. 

First, let me tell you how pleased I am over the cooperation in this 
pote.ntia l ly interest.ing and useful ·conference. . 

Since returning to New York, I met with Msgr. Jorge Mejia. He knew 
about our plans and was pleased about the idea. But he suggested· 
that if we are interested in having a private audience with the Pope 
that it would be advisable to try to hold the .conference during the 
first or second week of November 1983. The reason, he said, is be-
cause the Synod of Bishops will be meeting during· October and he . 

·thinks the Pope might be heavily preoccupied, and therefore would not 
be able to give the audience the time and a'ttention he feels it would 
deserve. 

Jorge:, 1n.Q~-.Jncidentally, felt . that an audience with our group would be 
very ·possible to arrange. · · 

So I .welcome very much your reaction to this suggested change of date. 

f t1n) inc1osed please find a .rough outline for a suggested program fo·r. the . 
. ~ conference. Please feel free to modify, ·-edit, changeasyou see fit. 

I look forward with anticipation to your early reply. 

With warmest personal good wishe.s, I am, . 

Cordially, as ever, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Interreligious _Affairs Director 
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lhe des Artistes - 1 West 67th Street 
Nev York, NY 10023 - Tela 212/928-5796 

May 19th, 1983 

Mr. Rensselaer w. Lee 
Princeton, Ne.w Jersey 
120 Mercer Stteet 
08540 

Dear Mt'. tee 1 

Your 1920 Princeton classmate and friend, Robert Wade Speir - married 
my mother Mercedes .Powell Speir - When I vas a very little girl in 1927 •••• 

I grev ·up living all over the vorld as a result of Wade's association 
vith G.M.A.C. . 

In 1956, as a young adult, I vent to live in Rane - and over the years 
have been involved in a number of vorthlihile projects. I believe that in the 
affairs of men and nations - · then "have made a difference•, for good. 

I understand that Dave ·McAlpin vill be giving you a dossier and my Hay 12th 
letter to hln and Sally about my earnest desire to · land the job as nev Director 
of the American Academy in Ramel 

I knov that there is fierce competition for that post. Since Sophie 
Consagra has .successfully held the post, my being a vaman should not impede. 
But, the pover needed to get me appointed to ·.-that job ts in the USA- and, 
since I have lived in R~e over blenty years, my le.erage among prime movers, 
ls there, not here. 

I am vrltlng to sq I hope that I may call on your expertise to guide 
me ln this endeavour. In loving manory of Bob Speir, your active support and 
backing of me, would be most deeply appreciated. 

Hy 'bones• tell me, I flt that Rane Academy job like a glove. May the 
Heavens, so Bless me. 

enc. 

Cordifly, 

NancyU~~er 

-- . ·;t - -
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KaM., Mor. 27. 1918: s. Earl ~ and Edna (LovtJOY) L; B.S .. U. 111., 
1942, J.O.. 1947; m. Mary Helen Melvin, June 6. 1942; 
childrcn-S1.111ft Lynn Willi&m>. Betsy Lynn Cude. Admi!lcd to Ill. 
bar, 1947, Ohio bar, 1961, Mo. bat, 1972: pnaiec in Chao•, 1947-57: 
panner hrm Johnston. Thompson, Raymond. M1ytr A Jenner (name 
now Jenner A Block), Chgo .. I 9S6-S7: uec. vf.. penonncl and indsl. 
relations Fairbanks. Morse .t Co., OtJo .. 195 -61 : au!. a•n. cowucl 
Youngstown Sheet A Tube Co. (Ohio). 1961-61, WI.,.,,., 1%1·61, 
acn. counsel, ice., 1967· 71. dit .. mcm. uec. com .. 1969-71 : v.p .. chicr 
legal ol!iccr. mcm. cite. com .. dir. Ly\es-Younastown Cofll .. 
1969-71: d ir. Lykes Bro>. S.S. Co .• Inc.., Lykts·Youngsio...,, F111. 
Corp .. 1969-71: v .p .. gen. coorutl Gen. Dynamic Cofll., SL Louis. 
1971-. also dir. Trus1ee, sec. SL Louis Children'• H0>p.; trustee 
MacMumy Coll., Jaclr.sonvillc. Ill. Mcm. Am., Mo. bat USnJ., Ohio 
Mrn. As.sn. (1rus1ee 1967·71). Order o( Coil', Phi Kappa Phi, Beta 
Gamma Sigma. Presbyterian. Oubs: St. Louis. Old wa.,on COWlll}' 
(Sl Louis): Legal (Chgo.). Home: 9 Radnor Rd Saini Louis MO 63131 
Oftiec: Gen Dynamic Corp Pien't IAclede Center Saini Louil MO 
63105 

LYNN. PREDRJC MICHAEL proB. bescball puycr; b. Chao .. ftb. 
3, 1952; s. Fredric Elwood and Marie Eliza.beth (M1nliall) L ; student 
U. So. Calif., 1971·73: m. Diane May Minklc. Feb. 9. 1974; 
children-Juan Andre•, Jennifer Andrea. Cto1cr fielder Bo> ton Red 
Soi. 1973·11, Calif. Anacla. 1911-. Named Am. Lcacue BatlinJ 

N.Y. Stock hchiqe. Past v.p., bd. d111. Jclltf)()n 
~tins Council; pul Tiec chmt\. bd. JclftnoJ1 Coun 
Cowcil: pu1 bd. din. 1etrmoa Family Counselling Assn.: 
and tnlltec Jclfmon Tb Sanatori11111. Served from ll (j 
-1\Clr .. USNR. 1942-45. Man. SAR. SR, Soc. Colonial Wa 
Wu or 1112. Soc. of the Cin., Hosp. or SL John or J 
1lep11blicu. Epiacopalian (-try). Clubt: Mountair 
Bimlillahllll Co11111ty, Rtl1y Houu. Down10,.·n. Sho 
Redstone (Bitmiogham); Boston {New Orleans): Princclor 
a11d Tennis {N.Y.). Home: 1878 Shook Hill Rd Birrnlnaliam 
Ol!ce: ISOO Fini Nat So Natural Sida BirrnlnJham AL : 

LYNN, JANJ:r (lANET LYN!'I NOWlCICl). proft. firu11 
Cl\ao .. Apr. 6. 1953: d. Florian Walter and E1htlynt 
Nowicki: ltt>dcot RocUord OU.) Coll., 1972. Fiaure sialt 
proB. at.a1er. 197~: mcm. Ice Follio. 1972-: U.S. i' 
figure Skating ch1tnpicm. 1969·73: Olymp;c and Wor 
medallist.. 1972: World udies Figure Skating Silver med. 
Pnformed ice th.,.. io raise moo•r for Shrillcrs Hcnp-
0.ildrcn and Bllt'D Research Inns., 1973: mcm. 1pc 
fellowship Cllristian Athlc1es. 197~. Homr. 4215 ~ 
Rockford IL 61111. I bnr: round lhlf I ....,,t ra do whit 
lire Glory or God io OuUL As ill 111ylhifll. sbon1 / 
cba/Jcn1c. I h•~ rritd 10 mttt cad! cbulcn1• 111 ary sbrin 
lo.,. fat fllllat I ... doilJI ilutad of • 1r:IMJI ddito only 

LYNN, U:NNETB SCHUYLER. educator; b. Ocvc 
1923: s. Emcsl Let and Edna (Marcey) L : A.B., Har 
A.M .. 1950, Ph.D .. 1954; m. Valerie Ann Roemer, Sep· 
childrcn-Andtcw Schuylc.r. Elisabeth, Sophia. Mc 
H&Nud. 19S4.6S. prof. Enalilh. 1963·61. chmn. Am. 
program. 1960-61, 6•·61: prof. All\. 11udi .. Fed. Ci•r eo· 
prof. history Johns Hopkins, Bali., 1969-; ~~ pror. 
(Spein). 1963-64; Phi Beta Kappe vis. ocholat, 1976-77. : 
1.ISAAF. 1943-46. Mcm. Mw. HisL Soc .• Am. Hist. 
Studios Assn .. Modern Lang. Al.so. Author: Dream o! Su 
Mark T"'8in and Southwnttm Hwnor, 1959: William D• 
.. An AmcriCID Lire. 1971; VisiON ol Amtrica. 1973: 
People, 1977. Edi!Or. The Comic Tradition in America 
American Sociel)'. 1963; World In 1 Cilas.s. 1966. 
HouJllto11 Mifftin Rivmide Ut ~rics, 1962-; uso. edi1. 
1962·61, New Eng. Q111t., 196~. HOlllC: 1709 Hot 
Wuhinston DC 20007 

LYNN, LAUJlENCE EDWIN, .11L, educaior; b . . Lona f 
Jt111t 10. 1937; 1. uurcnce Ed"1n end Marjorie Louise (H 
tl. Calir.. 1959; Ph.D. (Pord fowid. fellow), Yale. 
chil~tcphm Louil. Dal\id uurence, Diana 
Suanne: m. 2d, Patricia Ramser Lynn. Dep. ..., 
(OASO/SA), Dept. Der., Wuhiniton, 196S-69: Ult. 
analysis NaL Security Council, Wuhin&ton. 1969-70: " 
Stanford Grad. Sch. B111., 1970. 71 : auL sec. plannin& 11 
HEW, Washington, 1971-73: asst. see. program dcvcl 
U.S. Dept. Interior. W11hin11on. 1973-74: sr. fellow Bro. 
1974-75: pro!. pub. policy John fiuacnld Kennedy S 
H&Nud, 197S-. Served to l it IL AUS. 1963·6). Recip 
Meritorious Civilian SC1Vicc medal. Presdl. C 
Distinguished AchicvemmL Mcm. NaL Acad. Public A 
Calif. Alumni Assn .. Co11ncil on Fan. RrlationJ. Phi 
Author. Desi1ftina Public Policy, 19&0: The St•lt 
Services, 1980: ManaJing the Public's Busioc.i.s. 1981: c• 
Pruidcntas Policymalrcr, 1981: Con1br. articles to proft 
31 Witches Sprioa Rd RFD ' M'dford NH 03055 Olfla 
Sch Govt Harvard Cambrid&t MA 02138 

LYNN. LORE'JTA WEBB (MRS. OLIVER LYNN, J 
Butchn Hollow. Ky .. Apr. I, , 193S; d. Ted a11d 0 
Webb: 11udcn1 pub. acht.; m. Oliver V. LyM. Jr .. J 
childrrn-Bcuy Sue Lynn Markworth, Jae\ Benny. 01 
Emcs1 Ray, Pew. Pauy. Co11n1ry •ocalist with ~ 
1961-: numcr<>u1 fold albums; sa:.•trca.s. Loretta Ly• 
v.p. Uftitcd Talcnl. nc.: hon. chmn. bd. Loren1 Lynn Y. 
Hon. !'Cl>· United Giver's Fund, 1971. Named Countr; 
Female Vocalist or Year, 1967, 72, 73, Entertainer< 
named Top Duct or 1972, 73. 74. 75: Grammy awa 
Music awud, 1971: named Entertainer of Dcc.ade. I 
M111ic, 1980. Recorded ht album to be ccrtifitd 101< 
fcmal• vocalist. Author. Coal Miner's Daui!lter, 197 
United Talent Inc PO Bot 23•70 Nash•ille TN 372C 

LYNN, MICHAEL EDWARD, 111, pro8. football 
Senoton, Pa., May I 8. 1936: s. Robert l'orrnan and G1 
L;studcn1 Pace U.: m. Jorja S• .. 1ncy,July ll, 1967: chi 
Robert. Michael Edwud IV, Lucia. MJr .• Dwcm1 
lac., Memphis. 1965-67: prn. Mid South Sporu. I 

::!;d~~~~·J~i Anr~.ua~::~~fi' o";;.z·. rm~~ 
Co .• 1970: chicr acc. ollicer Memphis Am. Ba.•k••l» 
Founder Morru Coun17 Theatre Lcac11c and H ir 
Thcatrc Ciroup. 1961. Served with AUS, 1955°51. R· 
Ot!ec: catt Minn Vilr.lngs 9520 Vikin& Dr Eden Prair 

LYNN, NAOMI BURGOS, poliL xicntist: B.A 
Maryville (TcM.) Coll .. 1954: M.A .. U. Ill •• 1958: P 
1970. IDS!r., Ctotnl Mo. Stale Coll .. 1966-61: USI. 
1"'ns. State: U.. M1llh1ttan, 1970. 75. as.so. pro< .. 
1980--: cons. in field: mcm. Ciov.'s Tuk Force to rt• 
Social and Rehab. Servicn. 1979: fact-finder Stale 
Employees Rclauoiu Bd.: mcm. Social and Rehab. 
Kans. Legisl1turc, 1980.82. Mcm. Am. Polit. Sci. As.•· 
1981-83. mom. commn. on 1ta1us of women in pror• 
Am. Soc. Public Admin.strn. (naL council 1980-8 3, m• 
"'Omen in public adminitm. 1977-10. pres. Kans. chp 
Midwnt Pol.ii. Sci. As.sn. (cite. couocil 1976-79). V 
for PoliL Sci. (OIL pres,. 1975-76), Midwts1 Won 
CauCllS (chairpcnon 1972-74). Mcm. ediiorial bd. P~ 
As.sn. pobl, 1979-81, Women a11d Politia : 1979-. Pt 
Rev., 1981-. Coo1br. articl., 10 pron. joW'l. 015c• 
Scicnec Kans Stale U Ma.nbattan K.S 66506 
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118 EAST 60 STREET, SUITE ~B. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 (212) 759-3210 

Mr. J. Russell Lynes 
Chairman,. Search Committee 
American Academy in Rome 
41 . East 65 Str~et 
New .York NY 10921 

Dear .Mr. Lynes : · 

· April 2~, 19~3 

For a period of some 'thirty years, I have served as Chairman .of the Execu­
tive Conunittee ef CIP and the International ·Pr.o Deo Association. Th~ Inter­
national University was f~·unded in Rome as a training center and .integral 
part .of . the Pro Deo Assn. by Andrew F. Morlion. Since then he has been 
active in public and .private diplomacy · in support of 'the United States, 
with the admirable -and able collaboration of Mrs. Nancy Reasoner Palmer, who 
went to live in Rome after the defeat in 1956 of Adlai ·E. Stevenson · for the 
·u.s. Presidency and whom she had assisted. 

Mrs. Palmer is currently in the United States. About a year ago, my wi fe 
·and I were aware that she had been in contact with the new Board ' Chairman 
of . the American Academy ·in Rome, Mr. Hyland,. offering her considerable 
skills and wide contacts in Italian cultural and political circles,- to ex­
pand American Academy pro·grams in Rome. At the time, I believe she a l so 
wrqte to Mrs. Sophie Consagra. 

Mrs. Chaves is on the staff of the ~nstitute of International E4ucation in 
New Y ork and has just .noted the announcement in the April 6th issue of 
t he Chronicle of. H~gher Education of :a search for· a Direc~or of · the Ameri­
can Academy in Rome. · 

I take the liberty of writing to you to state that in my estimation, you 
.need seek no . further, for the Academy would have an eminently qualified· and 
experienced Director in Nancy Palmer . She more than _fills the requirements 
stated in the search announcement, plus having the added and time-savin·g 
advantage ·of knowing Rome as .,ell as she knows the United _S.tates, and whe.re 
to turn to resolve almost any pro~lem. 

My wife joins me in this judgment. Either of us would .be delighted to furnish 
any further information you may wish . to have. May we also express our per­
sonal respect for your considerable .artistry over the ·years as . editor, 
critic and write~~ · · 

Sfncerely yourn, 

JOSE M. CHAVES 
Chairman , Executive Committee 

CIP IS lhe title Ol lhe American.Councillor the International Promotion ot Democracy under God. Inc . lto·lounder ol lhe International PRO OEO Association) . a non-p101:i 
laic exempt, educational corporation. contributions to ~h1ch are lax dedu.ct1ble. Checks may be dr.awn 10 CIP. 



hnboeador tit.axvell H. Rabb 
American Ellb18ey · 
Via Vittorlo .Veneto 119 
RCflA 00187 

Dear Amba.leador Rabbi 

"lbe de• Artlew 
1 West '7th'- Stt"t 
Nw York, .. RY 1002, 
Tels 212/ 928-5796 
April 30th, 1983 

You •&J ncall . h the letter I . wrote you ."a .nth ago, l aentloned. the 
top lnel chanaes taking place at the American Acaamy in Raae. In the ift­
tttia, thia llOllttla enclosed publication ~ng a Seard\ ec.Dltt.ee for 
a new Dl~tor, vu ~t to ., attention. 

Rere ls a copy of the letter written to ~. Ruaaell t¥nea '-1 Allbaseador 
Olaves., u w11 ... ., own l•tc.r. tn your note to• of .June 9th, 1981, y0u 

) mention@d that several people bad written you laudatory word• concerning n. 
: Could you ~ecall the glat of· thoa~ CX1111tnt• sufficiently to incorporate th• 
: into a letl:er 1 

. A note on ay behalf &Cll you to Mr• ~ would be a aigbty quiver in 
nwy boV • and juat could tip the 11caln 1D -.y fawrl ~•ing ~· enwitope 
to 4'0 East R4th sn-eet ·would probably nadl Mr. ~ llOft q\iic:llly. I ea 
cenfidimt I ·cOiaicf.h&ndle the Aced_, DlrectoHtllp Vi.th Cmpetence aad nab· 
and vani tbe Job vith._all .v heart. Imena• gratitude to you for 7~ '1•1P. 
in· tbie matter.~~··- -~. _. ~ · . .., . . ·. . . : · . . 

An Ain:il· 16th letter fTOl!l Father Morlion ln Rcme apeau enthusiaatically 
of hls hcrui-lon& llfft1Ds on April lltb with your 'Ellll>M"Y Cultural Attach•',, 
Mr. Howard. ff• al•o aentiOMd your tvo veek· trip to tb• lSA. I do hope you 
have returned to ~Gile by Mir. · 

Hearty good vlshe• to you and Mn. Rabb. 

Cordially, 

enc. 



MT. flluuell ·~ 
auat.ae_. Search C<lml&.tee 
aertcu ·Ac:ad91J' ln 11me 
tel L&at 65th Stnet 
- Yon• m- 1.0021 . 

c.irr: Mr. Lynes' 

the ctei .artlata - 1 W9R 67tb Stnea 
MIV York• . s. Y • 10023• TEL• 928-S7H 
AsJri.128,1983 

'!hat 'ls • dlani~ ~otogray:ti ot· you nd .Jadt Hyland together tn the prden in 
. last .. ,.... !JUl418bed 1n ·w.ACA™Y. · . 

I gat.her fram n;r ~ende Mlbdlt.tor and~. a.a.- of the u.!. (he, out of Colmbla 
Uni•• . i.1111 Sd2oo1J that :rou O'O hea~lq the S...:dl ~ti• fs th• !Miii Dl"9CtOl' ot Cite 
J:.aeican AC&deay ha Rall. · . 

r wrote to both Jack Ryland and Soifli• Colla~ in thl• reprd scme etz _ve.U ~ 
!?ere, £•Cotti• of Choa• teaten - att, our ~ce of a Y••----agc;;~tiii _a_liiil-
dol81• of rt/ ~- .. 

. It would 8ive me no~ JO)' Gd •a&t.•f•~lon te "aimu• rti.'I botmcllet• 4llMll'C' ad 
: i drt•• to• piioJect aa vonhlibll• aa ._ ~c:an Acaclaiq in !t.e. HY entttust.- ad 
.. l•'te for "Rcae and Ch• Italian people - nqt to Mnticm ••111>ta• COD.tMta Pd, ... of 

apn1.ence la aanaalq piejecU in d\ffCWJtt ~ of the. vorld • llbould be used to 
, ~•l• ~·· w111 .Yt* a- u.e a.y.to Chu aalf .. 'hfl' · ' . . . . . . 

Yean ago., tlhl1• I was attn a vny yaung atuda•• dlt<I!' old #ta7 Lo~ h.\llied 
wt.th book rev19lla fQI' the "1• "S~ Jlevl• of J.lwraCl&h". 1 fine ._., 1ito11un 
Celallna .. he cae to Japci ~ l Uftd) durbg Hac:Arthur.•s temzn - to MTtRP 
for the aedlcal CU'tl of Che "'Rirolht.aa Maldena"• 

Llttl• real~ Cb•• oat our paw 1il0Uld crea. mat ftCll'08• owr the yean - •• 
Chat I would land 1n i\cae ad collabar&ce ln aucb fasdnatlng 4mlllta .as thoaa pant.cl• 
c-ated in by the CbaaCGllar d the ~i.OZMll ~wnlcy.. Father..,._, MorU.oa. 

. t.mrance and I•abel lobftt.A, Ula ,p tile ·AMrican ~~ _,,.. close frUnda of 
ct.• to• H..,y u~*• n~ of£.-..~ d•t.sner JoMits \irban - **'• ., Godllot:her. 
'l'tlue, 'a'Y illt'tocluctlon ~CM At'Wrice ~~ ln Ron .. w!lt:dl· I hope rill 10. larll • 
,,_, 1111' .. - on ICY future. horisan. ~·=-=c-~~ =-~·'" · ·--· ~· ..... --:.::· ,-=-:= 
----~.; • .JIS-..... --.oe; n...-...;. - "":. ·-.-. -....;;" ·-~ -~-=- .::' . ... . · . ... 

You Id.fl\~ be aamed t<> ~earn, t.h5t on one of !'lls aojaurna to Italy - big Mlal · 
s~ ( a ~ton clullU.t• of Daddy's) .. ked M to Join hin for dta.r one ewatq 
ill R_.. Me an1..'flltd "'11.'J a bootc under 1'l• ... It vu ... A Sutfett of 'IOlltt1" bT one 
Bus1e11 ~w, Wbldl I had al:read7 cr.adi enjoyed. % sou;#\t out se1'91'-1 _.hlg bit• 
and ahand th• wt.Cb bi.a• OWl' diMU. l ha." 1o)tl beilll an Mdftr of Four ~ md 
'flew af th• world llDd vae a 107'al "fharpar:a• llUbseribft .d\lrina :roar •dltonblp. 

ec. 



Mr. John li. Ryland, .Jr. Vice-Olaiman 
Uarburg l>arlbas Becker, Inc. 
55 Water Street 
New York, ~.Y. 10041 

Dear ~ • Hyland a 

. :·Muc:b ··l•~·· 1983 - . i"elt 928-5796 
'lhe d .. Aniatea 
1 West 67th Street, New York, 10023 

?he fall-vinter 1982 issue of »'.ACAttff is absolutely sttmniner Congrab.alation8 to 
all of its authora - f,,r it. i• surely the concerted effort of aany1 hands, hearts 8lld 
•ind•I 1111 sure that ~e enligtltening lnterviev vith you, will bear fruit for years to 
Ca.4. I enjlyed that. ·and getting to knov you better and your background.~· 

I I .vu particularly impreesed vit~ the new bwllness campUJllent added to the Board 
~ of TJ:\l.Steea - er~ating a aoi:e balaneed undentanding of the pr~sent and future challu­
\l , .. facing CM AoadflO' in Jtoae. 

Since our. la.at contact last spring, 1 have follawed with genuine interest and concern~ 
the develoyaent and creat1w prograu of the Acadaly, ldlile foc:wtint on the work I had 
undertaken in hel.t>ing PHl)are the Metropolitan ttuaeun catalogue of the Vatican Museum 
An treaaurea. which emibition opened in ~ York within the last ~onth. 

Before Olristau, the National Geosra~t.c Society invited me to write a cove~ 
atory oa .. Vatican City .. for publication later thls year. or in eaTly 1984. Ar. you know, 
each i••u• of National Ceograllhic is seen by scae 40 million peo~le worldWlde. 

tut 11Qnth, they vrote U) the Pontifical C:C..t.aaion for Social ec-i•nicatlons, or1 
Vatican Press Officer, outliniq their proposal and requeati.ng Vatican cooperacion tG 
ae and. their daotogral!hu. By telephone, they haw invited aae to haahlngton as th•ir 
gue•t for Editorial Conaultations upon Tecelpt of the Vatican reply. I suspect that 
Wlll OCCUT shortly after F.aater • . 

'lbe thoupt bas occurred -to 11e, that while we have a National Geographic et&ff 
Slhotogrlil.J:lber in Rome - it would make ~at sense to have bia take picturee of .the 
Amert.can Academy and its Fellows, reaidents and ataf_f - to &ecmlPUO' a fine liational 
Ceoaraphic Magazine story of the R0111e Ac&d~. J vould like to propose the idea to 
senior editors vhile l am in Washington, but first want your approval. · 

I have spent several aonths building a bibUogi:aphy and doing vast reading M 
background far writing caaprehensiwly about "Vatican City... AB pan of that prepar­
ation. my cousin '<any Reasoner has graciously agreed to let· ae s~en a Feb. 182 
•epent of •60 Minutes" on the V tican Which he created. He is a V91:Y nice . ~on. 
and I have a hunch voutd be dell~ted to do a background history of the acccmpli8b.Hnta 
of the American Academy 1n ~cme - that could be oriented to the urgeney of individual 
and u.s. corporate &Upport. to keep it flourishing - and uaure tbe creative c:ontri'bUtt 
to aoct.ety of it• Fellon and Reaidente in future. u ·you think this too, vould 'be 
vortbWhile - and approve - I vl.11 auAgeSt lt. 

I &l•o attadl a liat of nmes and addreaaes - to 11haa I belie.e lt would be vorth­
Mblle to •end coplea of AMACAtlfY - s~ '81 and Fall-Winter '82, plu a photocopy in 
eam envelope of the N.T. Tiau March 11/83 artlcl• vtllcb I attam. 'Dle•• it ... tell 
a story (.re caaplete17 aelf-explanatozy) and, iil the band• indicated- could build 
tovarda the future. . · , · 
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. . 
,.. In th~ select.icm of a ne\i Director far th• ,Ac;:adem)- ·in i.ome. I do bope ·.that lj 
' ~OU and Mrs. ··ConaQgra wrtr:'sirJ:ouiJ'.y'eonStderjme to fol105!._ in he~ footsteps. It ~/ 
i is a post Aat could uti:!..ize r.ry stren~ttis: a1 proven a<tnL--1iatrat1 ve ana iund:rusing n 

\ 

6kills• ii5 µi~e exr.erience a.,t1 facility in hant1ling lllany tUfferP.nt kinds of ~opl•• t
1 
... 

and. aS/:!:t ~":. ian !ar..,o;uage !lueney ~ C".n!' a t:wl!nty y@ar nll!twork of wam friendshics 1n 
ore <?t all level!: of society thaT: are still intact. " ·. ~ . ' " . . . . : . . . . . . ~ 

.. ! shall d'ro!> a not@ of felicitations to Sophie Consagra with CQntrttuletions 
on her prestigious ~ew assignment. alon~ ~ith a COPY of thi~ letter .............. 

Hhen you have had tine to consider the suggestions I have made here. I hope 
that we BaY meet and discuss concrete Dl'Of';t"llll&. Perbapa v~ could ae.at over luadl 
and talk. Ny ti.Jae ia fairlY fluid. so that ·now I can adjust to your &cbedule. 

Wit.h vam wishes to you and tfrs. Hyland f~ a jayou.$ Easter. 

('~.oral~ Q !?ti~ 
N ey Reas~ Pal.mer · · . 

enc. 

·. 



I L S I N D A C 0 D .1 M I L .A N 0 

· gi ugno 1 982 

Gentilissima Si@:lorina Palmer, 

di ritorno a Milano dal Simposio Urbano Internazionale 
tenutosi a New York desidero ringraziarla sentitamente 
per la cortesia e i riguardi avuti nei confronti della · 
dele.gazione rappresentante la citta di Milano. 

Colgo .anche l'occasione per farle i miei piu vivi com­
plimenti ·per la competenza e l 'al ta prof essionali ta mo 
~~- ~~:12.l!i:~·~£tcM"C-...... .... -

strate nei'Io svolgimehto del suo impegho quale inter..,. · 
trete _della nostra de~egazione. · 

Cordiali e sinceri saluti. 

Gent.ma Signorina 
Nancy Pal.mer 
New York. 
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PERISCOPE 

The Soviet Spy Sought 'Star Wars' Secrets 
The Soviet diplomat expelled last week for spying was trying to 

gather information on one of America's most sensitive secrets: 
military laser technology. Lt. Col. Yevgeny Barmyantsev was 
nabbed by FBI agents on April 1600 his way to pick up eight rolls of 
undeveloped 35-millimeter film hidden at the base of a tree in rural 
Maryland. The film contained photographs of classified documents. 
concerning the current state of U.S. laser technology. President 
Reagan announced last March that he wants the Pentagon to 
develop laser weapons that can be based on satellites and used to 
destroy nuclear missiles. 

Is Meese Moving Apinst Baker? 
Presidential counselor E.dwin Meese III has complained to Presi­

dc:ot Reagan about the recent attacks on national-security adviser 
William Clark. which, Meese believes, emanated in part from more 

._ moderate White House officials. Some Reagan aides suspect that 
Meese wants to encourage Reagan to dislodge chief of staff James 
A. Baker Ill. But Baker's allies believe that the support of deputy 
chief of staff Micha.el Deaver will protect him. Deaver bas told 
friends that be would resign before endorsing Baker's departure. 

The Bmin~ Tax Cut Was a Bust 

mation would compromiseintelligencesouroes. Some Reagan aides 
also fear that making further deuunciatioosofMoscow wOuld leave 
the president open to accusations of warmongering-something 
they want to avoid during election season. . 

A 'Funeral' for a Flooded Qmyon 
Earth First!. a group of environmental activists, is planning a 

surprise party for Interior Secretary James Watt when be arrives to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary·ofthe Glen Canyon~ the 
Colorado River at the border of Arizona and Utah-on May 19. To 
environmentalists, the dam is a kind of tombstone: it Hooded a 
spectacular canyon. To make that point to Watt. Earth First! is 
putting together a guerrilla theater "funeral party" for the canyon, 
complete with a band playing Beach Boys tunes. "We're not 
planning anything violent," says a secretive F.artb FU'St! organizer, 
" but we will turn their ceremony into a three-ring circus. .. 

Will~ 'Build Down' the MX? 
Congres,gooaJ proponents of the MX missile have let their 

colleagues know that they are not wedded to the idea ofbuying 100 
of the multiple-warhead weapons as recommended by President 
Reagan's MX commission. It would be enough. MX supporters 
say, to initiate MX production in earnest as a signal to Soviet arm.s­
limitatioo negotiaton that the United States intc:nds to deploy the 

Ronald Reagan's supply-side tax program was both lauded and MX. Several senators, including Sam Nuno and William S. Cohen, 
lambasted as a bonanza for business, but a new study out this week beliewe that the MX should become part of a .,,uild down" pr<r. 
argues that the package had almost no dfect. The study, written by gram, which would require the destruction of two existing nuclear 
George Hatsopoules for the American Business Conference, re- warheads for each new one built. The build-down plan is gaining 
ports that the 1981 tax bill cut capital costs for American business strength in Congress as an alternative to a nuclear freeze because it 
by a mere 1.2 percent and says that almost all of that saving was would ~t modernization of the U.S. nuclear arsenal. \ 
wiped out by higher interest rates in 1982. The cost of capital for/, · 
Japanese corporations during the same period, according to the Th \':""'..: Resents a US. En ,.~ rl.A-.o 
study, was less than one-third that of American firms. e a.ucan VO.r S ---.6" 

Shoot-Out at the NRA 
The head of the National Rifle Association is coming under fire 

from memben who want a more outspoken leadenhip at the 
nation's most powerful lobby. The dissidents will try to unseat 
NRA chief executive Harloo Carter at the group's convention next 
month. Last year, Carter fired lobbyist Neal Knox. a fiery orator 
popular with the rank and file but not on Capitol Hill, and replaced 
him with Warren Cassidy, who takes a more diplomatic approach 
to the job. Some gun fanciers lost patience with Cassidy after he 
failed to launch all-out attacks on Republican Sens. Robert Dole 
and Strom Thurmond when they proposed a 14-<iay waiting period 
for handgun purchases last year. 

The Struggle Over Soviet Treaty Cheating 

Vatican officials are annoyed by what they see as the undiplomatic ~ 
behavior of William Wilson; Ronald Reagan's envoy to the Holy \ ./ 
See. Wilson recently complained to an official of Vatican Radio that ).' 
an American newscaster there, Clarissa McNair, had an anti- / ·. 
Reagan, pro-left-wing bias. The Vaticanconsidersthecbargetotally / · 
groun~es.s. Wilson, a Reagan appointee with no previous diplomat­
~ence,. says that be acted only as a ""courier-ofal.IC"gations 
made to bllil6y an American living in Rome. Vatican officials/ sa 
that Wilson's remarks came across as an official protest. 

A Rights Dispute in the C.aribbean 
A dispute over rights-film, not human-is taking on geopoliti­

cal overtones in the Caribbean. The Jamaican Broadcasting Corp. 
routinely picks up pay-television movies from American satellites 
and shows them on Jamaica's one channel. The American film 
industry has succeeded in having an amendment attached to the 

Hoping to put additional pressure on President Reagan to de- Caribbean Basin Initiative that bars aid for any country that 
nounce Soviet violations of arms-control treaties, congressional broadcasts movies without paying royalties. Jamaica has offered 

· conservatives will make public this week evidence of 10 new in- to pay a flat fee but says that a per-film royalty system would be 
stances of Soviet cheating. Sen. James McClure will charge that the too expensive. Prime Minister E.dward Seaga, a Reagan support­
Soviets have. for example, improperly withheld data from tests of er, has reinforced the economic argument with a -political one: 
SS-18 missiles and failed to account for 100 test missiles. McClure · Americaµ movies, be says, help keep his nation stable. And a 
has warned the admii;tistration that he will move legislatively to end Jamaican lobbyist bas been telling Congress that Jamaica is "the 
America'sobservation of the SALT II treaty if the president contin- West Berlin of the Caribbean ... The East bloc would sell Jamai-
ues to keep evidence of Soviet violations to him.self. Opposing ca its films for a dollar." 
McClure are several senators who believe that releasing such infor-: EJtlC GELMAN widi bwau rqions 
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D. .. · 't. · . . . .. . Ole a~ty to distinguish~ our on. : . . .. rbetartc and our performance. Jang-
.. - ·~· ---· . _ . . _ _ IDg speeches about Italy's steadfast 

Take ·1thly .... .. C:.:t1~:~=:u~ 
· ·r.- ' · . · : . · · m.lts and which waits In vain for trade ···: .. :.· .· F .. . or ·· ., :ws!::e~~~ 

. . · · Italy's direc:tian. WbeD we pressed 
.'. · · . · ·. ..-. .·. · ·. . .Rameto forego~ 111.tanlpl. we 

G. . t. d- . . .. aeededtoabow~bow llcould ran e ·. = tha~ IUdl a lelf«fad~ 
• ~ . SlqD implied ~ but we didn'L Above 

all, we must ac:lmawledae that Italy Is 
By J~seph LaPalo~bara · ~able~ ·America to Ql'de­

trate its tni1e relatiom with the East-
NEW BA VEN _;,,'lbe United States em bloc. 1 .. ,_ . • 

muststoptaklngforgrantedthatitaly /ta for Italy,~ selt-determlna· 
will reaiain loyal and . cO!Dpllant to- tlcm iD fore1aD policy la esaential. If 
wanUts leadership. . . , .. .. Italy caattnues not to speak In lntema· 

· Suspicions about Ameriq's ~ tlODal atta1n Ulltil America - or 
euq to ~ Its self~.wlth FraDce or .Welt Germllly - baa 
the entire alliance's strlleglc ·neec1s .paaa. It la DOt likely to be ICCOJde4 
are now found dear acruss ftaJy's · tbe statul ad l"""OIDtth! It craves. If 
political landscape, 1be Reapa A4'- lt8Uan leaden bip looJdng to Wub­
minlstration's plan to iDfmle EmaiJe'a . IDitGD for legltfm.ltSaa or tbelr poU. 
yom:iget atnerauoa With iDore faWJa- . .clel, ud dlelr OcJV'ermDIDt, tbey feed 
ble attimdes toward America wlll.'811 ·. Amedca's llDdency not to take Italy 

. as sped8cularty ID Italy~~ m1au11J. If ltallam are dlatNSSed by 
CID tbe Conttneat · . tbe IClllt aueatlcmtbll American DcW8 

ltallans J'OUDI and old~ aime to media D&Ytllelr c:oaatly,and tbelrtap 
reaUze bow ~ b8s been -aatd•fa irbo Ylllt tlle Oldted States. I 
Wasb.ingtml's attitude tawUd Rome. die)' must rempi• that tbe problem ' 
.Henry A. Kisslnge7r's dertstVe remark beams aottn Wuhln&tmor New York 
tllat Italians complain tbe loudest bllUD Rome. . 
about being excluded from 1Dterna- 1be Jnpslded . relattoasbip began ~ 
tianal meetiJlp where tbey have tbe . clllrina tbe earliest postwar years : 
least t0·say Underscores tbls c::ande- wbeD Italy was ecanomically depend- . 
acenston. Italy's frequent ezclmlon ent on America and wbeD its Internal 
from economic and political summit political situation made UDtbinkable a · 
meetiqs, or preparations for them. ls more UloDDmom foreign policy. 

~ by now so gaWna to Ita.Uau that CGnditkm ban cbanpd, Today, 
AmertcaD Presidellts bne tlbn to · Italy's eccnom1 ts the world's seventh 
PnmUs1n8 •t won't bappm ap!D. ltal- laa"pst. bat tbe C0Ulltr7"s economic 
lanl doubt this, and their cynicism Is bellth depends CID forelgn trade With 
sma..1Ded by ~s aclaslan froin · tbe Eutem bloc and 'tldrd warld as 
preparatlom for ~ ecaaomic sum- well as With the West. · 
mit1DeetmaiDWl1lt•rnstwq,Va. ' . Monm!r, la domestic politics, 

lbe United States must beed Italy's earlier atreme bOstUities among 
tnslSteDI complaint that too many Ideological groups have greatly abat­
Amertcan policies and dt\dslms that ed1 and larae numbers of Italians no 
affect Italian interests are made With- longer feel Gout tile Italian Jett or the 
out c:ansultation. ltallall leader& may ScMetUnton,orfortbatmatter Amer· 
noc be as weal as other Eunipeam lea. as they mce did. Italy finds in 
about Wasblng'ton'a lmpeih>JSDPSs Western Eun>pe not tbe polltical com-
but they are no less unhappy about it. munity ft cmce so stroD&}y cbam-
Recent criticisms of America's ~ plmaed bat ratfler protecdanism and 
proacb to Italy, ~ced by President forlDldal>le ecmomic competitors. 
Sandro Pertinl, former Prime Mints- Italy obse?ws, too, tbat Independent 
ter Giovanni Spadollni and Fiat's Fftacb, West GenQaD and Brttisb ~ 
Gtumi Agnelli, should be UDdentood mestic and foreign pollclea ~ 
as warning signals. 1be future will not witbout Jeopardizing tbe alliance cir · 
be like the past; Italians will differen- friendship With the United States. 
tiate between their self-Interest and . lbe reservoir.of Italian friendship 
America's~ irrespective of w\)ether for this country is st1ll wry deep, but . 
the parliamentary elections nut it cannot be drained lodefiriitely. In 
aponth bring the Socialists to power. particular, the United States cannot 
We have seen evidence of this In pretend that its wishes regarding Ital­
Italy's refusal to forego Soviet natural · Ian policies are endorsed by 20 million 
-------...;..· --- ItallaD-Americam. lbat gambit is the 
Joseph Lo.Palombcuo. chairman of ·stalest of them all. 1bat It is still used 
Yale University's political science de- by some political leaders in both coun­
partment, during 198().81 was tn tries makes vivtdly dear that rethink­
charge of the cultural aection of Ute · iD8 of relatlcms between these allles is . 
United States Embassy fn Rome. long overdue. 
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NATIONAL. CONFE RENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 

BISHOPS' COMMITTEE FOR ECUMENICAL AND INTER RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

SECRETARIAT' FOR CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS 
1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENU E, N . W . e WASHINGTON, D . C . 20005 e 2 02• 659·6857 

MEMO RAN DUH 

TO : 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE : 

Jew i sh Agencies 

Gene _.F i s he r EP 

"Ecumenical Events" s·ection, Journal of Ecumen ical St udies 

May 20, 1983 

I have accepted the task of editing the "Ecumenical Event s" 
secti on of JES and wanted to let you know (and through you your 
respective networks) that I would be interested in short pieces 
(app rox imately 2-4 pages, typed, double spaced) on events and trends 
on t he ecumenical, C/J, and inte rreligious fronts. 

Hopefully, these would be analytical and refle ctive a s we ll as 
descriptive in approach ; · It might be best for pe.ople to contac t 
me beforehand (before th~ event tf possib'le)' to discus~ length, 
approach, etc., and also so that I carr coordinate effo~ts a bit. 
so we don't have double coverag~. but are covered for . each even t 
of s ignificance (whether ioca'fly, nati ~nally , or internat·iona lly) : 

Thanks for your interest. I ' look forward ·to hearing from 
you, and from your folks around the country. 

' EJF: Im 

cc: Prof. Leonard Swidler 



To 

Jn~ernatio11al jewisk Co111111ittee 
OH 

Jnterre/igiOllS Cons11/tatioHS 

.!H/ !i 

Dr. LL.Ehrlich 
Dr. J. Lichten 
Rabbi ~1.A . Tanenbaum./ 
Dr.C-.Wii;odH 
Rabbi W.S . Wurzbur ger 

As from ~orld Jewish· Congress 
I, rue 1e "~!"e~')-?, t ~ It Geneva 2:> 
?09 191 5~itzerl.1Ild 

~~neva , May 30, 1983 

cc. M.Friedman, WJC NY 
I 

Fr om J. Halperin 

LPC meeting ~ith wee 

1. The meeting will take place in the WJe office, l, rue de Varembe, 
on Wednesday 15 June, starting at 9 a . m. lunch will be arran?.ed on the 
spot . The meeting is scheduled to wind up around 6 p.m. 

2, It is expected ttat wee will be represented by Dr. Potter, 
K9shy, Rubeiz , Taylor. Ariarajah, Todor Sabev and Brockwav. 

3. The tentative agenda (as agreed -.·ith wee) will include 
the follo~ing items, subject to any addition that may be proposed 
by either side: 

Role of Jewish Guests and Visito r s at the Assembly; 

Brief report on t;:he Ma'.iritil..:s neeting ar.d .i:t s significance for t!':e ·Asse::l.bly; 

Discussion cor.cerning the authority of the "Ec~enical Cor.siderations on 
Chrbtian-Jewish Dialcc;-..:e" anc ways to make it r.:ost effective in both 
Christi~n and Jewish cc:::.~unities; 

Discussion on points of cooferatior. between IJCIC and NCC relative to the 
achievement of peace in the ~i=dle ~ast , especially Lecanon ; 

Jewish a~d Christian eff~rts to co~tat antise~itism; 

Pr~poeed joint projec~s. 

4~ A preliminary meeting of_ the Jewish part1c1pants will take 
place a t Dr . Riegner's hom~, 25. Avenue Wendt (St~ floor) on Tuesday 
14 June. at 8 p. m. 

5. The attached copy of a let ter sent by F.Bernard Dupuy 
tu the wee should be of interest to you. 

encl. 

·, 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date June 10, 1983 

to AJC Leaders 

from Donald Feldstein, Executive Vice President 

subject AJC's 77th Annual Meeting 

I wish all of you could have been wit.h us ~t the AJC's 77th Annual Meeting during the 
long weekend of May 11-15. The Planning Commit'.tee chaired by Bruce M. Ramer put 
together a most stimulating program for the hundreds of AJCers who came from chapters 
and units around the country to ·participate in the weekend's sessions. For those who could 
not attend (and as a pleasant reminder for those who did), let me share some of the 
highlights. 

This Annual Meeting, most participants agreed, represented a creative combination of 
change and continuity. We honored our outgoing President, Maynard I. Wishner, who will 

_continue to serve in our distinguished leadership ranks; and we inducted a new President, 
Howard I. Friedman, who assumes his office after a long history of such service. We paid 
tribute to elder statesman Claude D. Pepper -- Mr. Social Security -- who personifies the 
New Deal approach to many of this country's domestic problems; and we heard a ·serious 
challenge to that approach by former Commerce Secretary Peter G. Peterson, founder of 
the Bi-Partisan Budget Appeal. We reiterated our commitment to Jewish ·continuity, Israeli 
security, equal opportunity, human rights and other ongoing AJC concerns; and we explored 
the relationship between the Committee's essential mission and such ultra-current 
phenomena as international terrorism, the nuclear-arms race and the proliferation of 
computer technology. 

As I am sure you. know, some of the addresses by prominent guests who· joined our 
deliberations in the course of the weekend made front-page, radio and television headlines 
all over the world -- particularly Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger's strong warning to 
Syria and her Soviet backers against provoking a new war in the Middle East, and the speech 
by New York's Governor Mario Cuomo urging a Democratic victory in the 1984 Presidential 
elections. 

Nobelist ·Isaac Bashevis Singer, novelist Hugh Nissenson and essayist Arthur Cohen 
helped us celebrate the 10th anniversary of Preseot Tense, focusing on the role of the . 
Jewish writer in Americ·a. Dr. Jonathan Woocher of Brandeis University, at another session, 
discussed the Americ·an Jewish experience as a quest for synthesis between Americanism 
and Jewishness. The Honorable Benjamin Netanyahu, Acting Ambassador of Israel, speaking 
at our Annual Dinner, reviewed the challenge and clanger facing his country in the days and 
weeks ahead; David Greenley, a State Department political officer for Arab-Israel Affairs, 
summarized for the Foreign Affairs Commission the agreement achieved by Secretary of 
State George Shultz between Israel and Lebanon; and at still other sessions, Chanan Bar-On, 
Deputy Direc.tor General in Israel's Foreign Affairs Ministry, discussed the implications of 
that agreement; and the Rev. Paul M. Van Buren described the changes in Christian-Jewish 
relations stemming from the existence of Israel. 

(continued on p. 4) 
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Binyamin Netonyahu, Acting Ambossador of 1"1"oel to the U.S., 
flanked by Honorary President Philip E. Hoffman (I) and 
Outgoing President Maynord/. Wishner. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

AJC's Washington ReP,.esentotive Hyman Bookbinder (center) 
chats with Howard I. Friedman (I), Congres.smon Claude D. 
Pepper ID. Flo.), recipient of the AJC's American Liberlies 
M~dolHon, and Honorary President Richard Moos.s. 

(I to r) Board of Governors Choir Theodore Elleno{f, Outgoing 
President Maynard I. Wishner, Ne..., York Governor Marlo Cuomo, 
Honorary President Richard 'Mooss. 
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Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg presented an eloquent plea for improved Jewish education; 
Mme. Tullia C. Zevi, President of the Italian Jewish community, and visitors from several 
other Jewish communities in Europe and Latin America reviewed the status of Jews in their 
countries; and other invited luminaries provided valuable background for discussions of 
educational policy, women's issues, interreligious dialogue and other vital AJC concerns. 

Experts within the AJC family also helped inform many of our discussions: Leo Nevas 
described the Committee's recent sobering mission to the Soviet Union; Lawrence 
Goldmuntz and Jacob Stein led the discussions on energy policy and on the growing 
sophistication of Arab-American propaganda efforts; and a panel of AJC commission leaders 
-- Howard B. Miller, Robert Rifkind, David F. Squire and Emily Sunstein -- considered, with 
moderator Alfred H. Moses, new Chair of our National Executive Council, the implications 
of U.S. social and economic policy for AJC national and chapter programming. 

While each of the weekend's sessions drew an impressive number of participants, two 
Plenaries -- both indicative of the AJC's unique style · of dealing with hard problems -­
commanded unusually large turnouts. One was the meeti~g that debated majority and 
minority proposals for an AJC position on arms limitation and U.S. defense policy; the other 
was a luncheon addressed by U.S. Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger. 

The debate on defense policy, led by our new Board of Governors Chair, Theodore 
Ellenoff, was carried out in the finest AJC tradition. Harris L. Kempner, Jr., head of the 
committee that considered the issue for many months, presented the majority 
recommendations, which supported the principle of deterrence and would make the country's 
defense needs the nation's first priority. James Marshall, arguing forcefully for the minority 
view, insisted that the emphasis on deterrence leads to an escalation of the arms race, and 
called instead for a mutual, verifiable nuclear freeze and renewed emphasis on conflict 
resolution as the only way to avoid a nuclear' war. The two reports had already been 
considered by many AJC chapters, and their responses, summarized by Benedict M. Kohl, 
evidenced a deep division which was echo-ed in the lengthy discussion from the floor. When 
it became clear that no consensus was likely around either the majority or the minority 
report, no vote was attempted, and instead, the issue was referred back for further 
deliberation by appropriate AJC committees. 

You should know that there was criticism in some Jewish quarters when we invited 
Secretary Weinberger to address the AJC's Annual Me~ting, and indeed, small numbers of 
protesters picketed the hotel as he arrived. But the event provided an opportunity for one 
of the strongest declarations of mutuality of interest between the U.S. and Israel uttered by 
a Reagan Administration official to date; and we are proud to have provided the platform 
for the Secretary's widel'y publicized statement that "we in the U.S. have an important stake 
in Israel's security." 

I could not close this summary without mention of the ever-popular Oral History 
Luncheon -- which featured interviews by Martin Bookspan with John Rubinstein, Marvin 
Hamlisch and Alan J. Pakula. But the meetings that seemed to me most popular of all were 

.\ those impromptu gatherings in the corridors before and after every · session. · This was the 
AJC's 77th Annual Meeting, but it was also a meeting of friends who welcomed the 
opportunity to greet one another, exchange personal news, share ideas and work together for 
their common goal. . 

May it always be so. 
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June t 5, 1983 

Suggested Agenda 

- Role of Jewish Guests and Visitors at the Assembly 

- Brief report on the ~uritiua meeting and its significance for 
the Assembly; 

- Discussion conceruing the authority of the 0 Ecumenical Considera­
tions on Christian-Jewish Dialogue" and ways 
to make it most effective in both Christ i an and 
Jewish coamu.nities; 

- Discussion on points of cooperation between IJCIC and wee relative 
to the achievement of peace in the ~iddle Eas t , 
especially Lebanon; 

- Jewish and Christian efforts to combat antisemitism; 

- Proposed joint projects. 

.-
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

• 

date June 15, : 1983. 

to SEE DISTRIBUTION BELOW 

from Don Feldstein . 

subject Agenda .for June 22nd Meeting 

., 
'· 

We will devote the major portion of our meeting on June 22nd to 
clarifying our program objectives in each of our four agreed 

· upon priority areas; namely: l) strengthening the Ame.rican civic. 
agenda; 2) new threats to Jewish interests; 3) Jewish renewal; 
4.) Israel and American Jewish relations. 

In addition, and as suggested at Jeronimo's and subsequently in 
Howard Friedman's acceptance address, we will discuss possible 
new emphases that may be required in our progra1TUT1ing in the broader 
areas of international affairs over and beyond our concerns with 
Israel . a.nd the .. USSR, as well as the possibility of expanoing. our 

·role as human relations experts and trainers. · · 

I' hope you will be ·giving these matters some thought in advance 
of our session and look forward to seeing you on the 22nd • 

OF/bf 

DISTRIBUTION 

H. Bookbinder 
·Gene DuBow 
Selma Hirsh 
Abe Karl ikow 
Irving Levine · 

Yehuda Rosenman 
Seymour Samet 
M.arc Tanenbaum v 
Bill Trosten 
Mort Yannon 

. ,~··. 
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June 17, 1983 · 

·Marilyn Braveman 

Judith Bankt 

To quickly rehash our conversation of this mti:mtng, 1Ji.9~1 • 
. Jim,. and .I have some mtsg1v1ngs ir:egarcltng the dec1.sion. to 
1 ssue two dt ff erent AJC statements - one · for the genera 1 
press and one for the Jewish comnunity. · 

. During our d1s-cuss1on, I s<Aid I thought. 1t would be possible 
. to fortn;ilate a statement ~1ch would be applicable in both · 
cases, and, sfnce fools rush tn ••• offered to draft a very 
rough~tlµtJfne of such· an approach. · 

_The bare bones ·of such an outline follow. Obviously, 1t needs 
fl~~hing out and further discussion among IAD staff sensitive 
to the interests and concei,-tns of both the Jewish and Chrtstian 
commun 1t1 es. . 

. . 

I. AJC welcomes the court•s decision and the ~fftnnation that 
the government should not mandate personal decisions· to con~~ · 
ttnue or terminate preg\O:ancy • 

. . Il. Whi~l ~ aff1nning freedom of choice, we underscore the res­
ponsi.b1lity of the religfous co111Duntty to help tndtvtduals to 
make tnfonned choices. Women must have not only the option to 
abort. but the option to give birth and should be provided with 
counseling to avoid hasty decisions and a variety of support , 
services, etc. 

III. This question has particular cogency for the Jewish com­
munity for a var.1ety of reasons , both demographic and religious. 
(Reasons to be ·spelled out.) 

cc: Inge Gtbel 
J:ames Rudin · 
Marc Tanenbaum ./ 
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NATIONAL SERVICE 
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Flta.nk. Gold.Mn-lth, CfuU.Jr.. 
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NATIONAL SERVICE 

The American Jewish Committee believes that its commitment 

to a just and stable society can best be met through support of 

public policies that are unifying, that cross party, ideological 

and regional lines and around which Americans of different racial, 

religious and ethnic groups can rally. Such programs can revitalize 

the sense of mutual cooperation and service to others that has always 

been a goal of American democracy. 

National Service may meet these criteria. _ It is based on two 

concepts: that an essential component of a young person's learning 

and maturing consists of a contribution to the larger society and 

that society can and should be structured to facilitate such activity. 

A carefully structured National Service proposal, 'tied to post­

service higher education and training benefits, similar to the G.I. Bill, 

can help qualified young peopl~ prepare to meet new technological demands. 

This .is particularl y important if America is to regain and maintain our 

position of economic leadership in the world. 

The issue has never been the subject of a full national debate. 

Therefore, the National Education Committee and the Domestic Affairs 

Commission recommend: 

1. :tha.:t the AmeJL.lcan Jew.i.Ah Comm,l;Ue.e .w.ppolll: 

the. c.on.c.ept 06 /Ja.U.ovtai SVtv..lc.e, in.vo.lv.ing 

young people 61t.om aLt eth.U..c., 1t.a.c.,la,l, ¢ocA.o­

e.c.onomic. and Jt.eg..lovtai g1t.oup¢, 

2. .that we. be.gin a rta.:Uo nal cli..a.logue, -<..n­

volv.ing o:the.Jt. e.:thn..lc.., cA.vi..c.., 1te.Ug..loU¢, 

bU¢..lneM, goveJtwnent a.rt.cl la.boJt. 911..oup.b ~ to 

wo1t.k ~owaJr.d6 a C!.a.JLe.6ully planned Na.:t.{.onal 



3. :tha.:t we. .6uppoJt.t l.eg.i..hla.ti..on ..i.n the 1.1. S. 

CongJte6.6 to CJte.a-te a. PJL~..tdentia.1. oJt Con­

gJteM..i.onai. Corrimlb.6.lon to .6tll.dy a.Yid ..trU.:ti..a..te 

pil.ot ptwg·/Ul1Tl6 to hnplemen.t Na.tlcna.l SeJLv-lc.e. 

These reco1IDilendations are made in full recognition of the 

fact that cost considerations may make implementation a long-range 

goal, and that other serious problems may include concerns of or­

ganized labor and the military. But we believe that the i:>otential 

educational, economic and social advantages are so str~ng that the 

concept merits nationwide consideration. 

* * * 

Under National Service, young people from 16-22 would be ex­

pected to participate full time, for one or two years, in some kind 

of structured, effective servi~e to the conmrunity, state, region 

or cotmtry. For example, they could help to fill a host of service 

needs, including but not limited to work in hospitals, programs 

for the elderly, comrm.inity health and recreation centers, in schools, 

pre-schools and day care, etc., as well as on the land or other 

environmental projects ·and on the rebuilding of our roads, bridges 

and other infrastructure needs. In return, they would receive some 

kind of post-service assistance, such as help in securing employment 

or higher education benefits, along the lines of the post World War Il 

G. I. Bill. 
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These corollary benefits to the participants are particularly 

needed now. Massive technological changes have created a demand 

for a highly educated,motivated and skilled ~itizenry. But there 

have been federal cutba~ks in grant and loan programs and rapidly 

rising tuitions. National Service could provide a new way to 

help qualified young .people from all economic groups finance 

college and graduate educatidn. 

Thus, the needs of individuals and of the society can be met 

in a nrutually beneficial and productive way. In addition to 

furthering their own educational or employment goals, young people 

can experience the satisfaction of ~ervice to others. Pride 

developed in seeing the fruits of their own voluntary service may 

result in the continuation of that c0mmitment long ·after participa­

tion in a program of National Service. The value to America goes 

beyond provision of needed services and can help reb~ild faith in 

t~e abili~y of the nation's wide variety of individuals and institu­

tions to grow and prosper together in a spirit of cooperation. 

A-1981 Gallup Poll reported that public support for National 

Serv~ce had risen from 66% for to 33% against in 1979 to 71% for and 

24% against in 1981, with the greatest growth in support coming from 

persons 18 to 24 years of age. During 1969-1983, proposals of 

varying kinds were introduced or supported in the House and Senate 

by Republicans and Democrats representing a spectn.un of their party's 

views. As late as 1982, Sen. Tsongas (D. Mass) and others continued 
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to propose a Connnission on National Service to study this and 

other proposals for a Natiqnal Service Act. This year the 

Sen~te passed a sense of the Congress resolution supporting 

the concept. 

Support also comes from prestigious national figures and 

gr:oups, among them are Father Theodore Hesburgh, Mildred Jeffrey 

(Fonner Chair of the Na tiona). Women's Poli ti cal Caucus) , Rpger 

Landrun (Potomac Institute), Jacqueline Grennan ·Wexler, Harris 

Wofford (Peace Corps) Willard Wirtz, Mayor Koch of New York City, 

and Kingman Brewster, fonner President of Yale University, as 

well as from th~ 1981 Attorney General's Task Force on Violent Crime, 

the National Conunission on Resources for Youth, the Ford Foundation 

and others. Brown University, for example, created its own National 
-

Ser~ice Scholarship Program for students who completed a year or 

more of .full-time service to the elderly, disabled, or disadvantaged 

etc. Other Universities are trying similar programs. 

The idea of National Service has been studied and reported on 

by The Potomac Institute, The Russell Sage Foundation, the Robert 

F. Kennedy Institute, the National Service Secretariat, the Ford 

Foundation and others. In addition, the experiences of the C.C.C., 

Vista, the Peace Corps, and the Job Corps etc. in America, as well as 

programs in West Gennany, France, Kenya, .Nigeria and Indonesia, 

provide some general background and data for consideration. 
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In our review of this work, several major questioris and 

issues were identified. On the first group, there appears· to 

be seneral conceptual agreement. 

1- What kinds of service will be acceptable? 

Beneficial results of National Service 

wo~ld depend on the quality of the in­

dividual's experience while serving and 

the value to society of the actual ser-

vice rendered. The work to be .done must 

be really needed and the program efficient-

ly organized. It could encompass work in 

day care for young children, tutoring, care 

for the infirm or aged at home or in hospitals, 

renovation and reconstruction of neighborhoods, 

bridges and roads, ecology and arts etc . 

In corrnm.mities where public safety is a 

problem, National Service participants 

could be involved in working with neighbor­

hood groups, on safety patrols, working 

with troubled youngsters and with the elder1y. 

National Service assignments should complement 

the public sector . The area and type of work 
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~hould be chosen by the ~nqividual but 

must be consistent with the manpower and 

service needs of community society, not 

"make work." National Service assigrunents 

will supplement, but not supplant, exist­

ing public service jobs. They may, in 

addition, provide services not previously 

offered, but for which a need is recognized. 

2- How should National Service be administered and funded? 

National Service could be administered as 

a public corporation or foundation chartered 

·and funded by.Congress (less reimbursements 

from private sponsors). National officials 

such as the Secretaries of Education, Health 

and Human Services, Labor etc. would be in­

volved, but leadership would be drawn largely 

from the private sector. ·The private sector_, 

both prof it and non-profit, can also serve as 

employer, organized to use, supervise and pay 

the young people. The use of the skills of 

private sector executives as well as sponsors' 

facilities may be a way to keep costs down. 
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Present federal programs prov~ding opportun­

ities for youth service could remain in ef-

f ect and be incorporated as part of the overall 

program. 

In order to facilitate private-public partner­

ships, and to attract private as well as public 

funding, National Service programs could be . · 

org~ized locally through the establishment of 

local National Service Corporations, composed 

of .citizens with experience in volunteer ser-

vice, education, business, labor and religious 

organizations. Alternatively, a strong organiza-

tional ~ase can be established through use of 

existing groups experienced in working with yol.ll1g 

people in jobs~ education and training programs. 

The Corporation should also. be responsible for assist­

ing yotmg people to choose the most appropriate 

fonn of service. In this process, professional 

organizations such as the Americ:an Medical Associa­

tion, the N.E.A. and AFf, the National Endowment . . 

for the Arts and Humanities, environmental organ-

izations and other business, professional, civic 

and service organizations along with their local 

counterparts, should be. asked to cooperate by 

drawing up lists of service needs and oportunities. 



- 8 -

It is clear that some of the needs of the 

private and voluntary sectors would be met 

by National Service, thus providing an in­

centive for effective cooperation .. 

3- In order for National Service to become a unifying force 

and a catalyst for the revitalization of a · spirit~£ co­

opera~ion and service, it is necessary that ·it involve young 

people of both sexes from all ethnic, racial, socio- economic and 

regional groups. How can this be assured? 

It cannot ~e guaranteed, but all policy decisions 

must be made with this as one primary goal. 

Success in meeting this goal will depend on the 

design of the overall programs. A variety of 

incentives, including education and emp~oyment 

credits is one .answer. Programs targeted 

solely to meet the needs of poor, lD1employed 

or minority youth do not break a pattern of 

racial and socio-economic segregation. 

National Service, available and attractive to 

all groups, can deal with this and can eliminate. 

th~ inevitable stigmatizing of narrowly targeted 

programs . 

I 
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On other issues the answer are less clear. Among them: 

1- Should National Service be universal? 

Some proponents believe that, to be truly 

effective, National Service should be re-

quired. They say all young people should 

perform some kind of connnunity service, 

including but not limited to .the .military. 

In view of serious ques tions about whether 

this would be Constitutional, politically 

feasible and desirable, a large group of 

supporters recorrunenci that this issue should 

not be decided now. During the gradual 

development of a voluntary system, they argue, 

the idea of mandatory service should be care­

fully explored and debated. In the meantime, 

voluntary National Service could be made as 

attractive as possible through a variety of 

incentives for participation and in the frame­

work of the goal of r esponsibility t o the 

coimnunity, and of the cormnunity ' s critical needs. 

2- What should be the relationship of National Service to 

t.lie military? 

There is no consensus. Some believe that 

a civilian youth service should exist in-
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dependently of the military. Others 

think that military service should be 

an option within National Service. They 

reason that the problems of the present 

All Volunteer Service might then be re­

solved and that a viable voluntary altern-

ative to universal military service would 

be provided. 

3- Further questions to consider are: 

If there is a military draft, should civilian 

service be consider~ as fulfillment of .the 

obligation to serve in the military? If so, and 

in view of the fact. that more young people 

surveyed say they would elect civilian corrnnunity 

service if given an option, how could the needs 

of the mili~ary be assured? 

* * * 

National Service may be an expensive program, depending on how 

ITlllch is paid to young people and on the sources of funding, but properly 

conceived and executed, it can provide an excellent return on invest­

ment and can be a step towards a more productive and prosperous society. 

Based on the experience of the G.I. Bill·and its payback from a lifetime 

of taxes collected from a better educated, more qualified and higher 
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paid work force, ~ere is reason to believe that a National Service 

program would eventually pay for itself in the value of its work 

and service projects alone. It might more than pay for itself if 

additional economic benefits such as increased employability of 

participants and decreased reliance on income transfer programs 

are considered. 

In addition to the practical economic considerations, 

National Service offers the opportunity to strengthen the sense 

of nrutual cooperation and understanding necessary for the function­

ing of a fair, vital and open democratic society. Just as this 

country's system of universal free public education serves both the 

individual and the society, National Service can improve the quality 

of life of our cOllllU.ll1ities and of the individuals who comprise them. 

It merits serious consideration by the American Jewish Conunittee. 

Prepared by: 

George Cooper 
Frank Goldsmith 
Joan Schine 
David F. Squire 
Marilyn Braveman, Staff 

b/30/~ 
83-620-29 



THE NEW YORK CITY "HOUSE THE HOMELESS" CAMPAIGN 
June '83 Update 

Over 35,000 men, women and children in New York City are homeless. 

massive unemployment and a . severe shortage of low-cost housing have combined to 

c~eate a crisis of epidemic proportions. 

To be homeless, without hope of a home, is indeed a tragic situation. But 

now, ·THERE IS A REASON TO HOPE. A plan for the development of permanent homes for 

3,000 homeless per year, which calls for the r enovation of city buildings with funds 

from city, state, corporate and private source·s, is now being impl!.emented. The 

state has dedicated six million· dollars (approxiuµitely one-third of the total) to 

this .effort, foundations are coming forward with support, and the city has begun 

t o make buildings available for examination. In addition, various service organ-

izations have expressed their interest in providing support $ervices for the 

residents where needed. 

However, for ·these homes to becoIJ!e a reality, this project must be embraced 

by the people of New York City and additional funds must be raised. To achieve 

this goal, the Religious Committee to House. the Homeless and the Coalition for the 

Homeless are laun.ching a campaign to open the heart of the city to the suffering 

of its homeless and to offer everyone who is moved, the opportunity to help. 

A calendar of ."House the Homeless" benefit events to take place this fall 

is no~ being developed. ·· '!his calendar will include musical and theatrical per-

formances and film screenings as well as various other activities . lhe Cathedral 

of St. John the Divine and several other houses of worship have offered to host 

. 
some of these events and already ~ number of performers and productions have 

expressed their eagerness to participate. 

By giving the homeless the security of a home and access to counselling 

and job training, the "House the Homeless" effort can begin to reverse the "cycle" 

of degradation and despair perpetuated by homelessness . Your participation, as part 

of this unified effort, c9uld help the neediest among us and bring hope to thousands. 

For further infonnation, contact: The Food Forum of 
275 Church Street 
New York NY 10013 
(212) 226-7802 

The Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
1047 Amsterdam Avenue 

(or) New York NY 10025 
(212) 316-3171 
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HOUSE THE HOMELESS CAMPAIGN 
PROPOSED 

FUND RAISING* / CONSCIOUSNESS RAISING STRATEGIES 

1) The People's $7 Drive - An appeal to the people of New York 
City to join the Rouse the Homeless fund, via all media, as well 
as through community and civic organizations, churches, businesses, 
etc. , to join the "House the Horne less'' campaign by con tributing 
$7.00 to the fund. ($7.00 represents the cost of one night's stay 
at the St. Francis residence--a home for over 100 formerly homeless 
men and women, run by the Fra~ciscans.) 

2) Numerous public statements explaining and endorsing the campaign 
via all media by religious, government and community leaders and 
respected celebrities. Celebrities would record (e.g., radio) 
appeals giving information, etc. on present situation . They 
would announce where benefits will be and when; wher.e donations 
can be sent and what the donations will be used for. 

3) Several local fund raising concerts and performances in the form of 
concerts, flea markets, bake sales, street faires or work parties, etc. 
to be held by community churches and temples, clubs, theatres , 
college campuses, fraternal organizations, block associations, etc. 

4) Benefit (or partial benefit) performances, i.e., plays and other 
types of productions where all or a portion of the proceeds from 
a selected performance would go to the "House the Homeless" fund. 

5) One or more major benefit concerts - to be held in large houses 
o~ worship or public ha~l.s. 

6) A major fund raising dinner and/or gala event. 

*Please note: the above outlined strategies refer to the public portion 
of the fund raising drive. Efforts are now underway t~ raise substantial 
funds from foundatio~s, corporations and individuals. 



"HOUSE THE HOMELESS" CAMPAIGN 

AGENDA FOR MEETING MONDAY. JUNE 20th 

/. l) Project Update Bob ~yes• 

'../ .·2) Fund Raising Update .~bbi Xanenbaum, Bishop Moore, B. Hayes, and 
· · · · others. 

/3) Search for an Advertising Group Rabbi Tanenbaum. 

Note: Distribute Strateg! Outline. 

-t+)- EStablishing a "Religious Committee to House the Homeless". 

5) Clergy's Participation in Campaign Newsletters, Bulletins, 
Sermons· on ·Homelessness. 

6) Overall Strategy Outline Discuss, Modify, Endorse. 

7) Official Fall Announcement Planning Date, pa~ticipants. 

8) Participation of_ City and State in Announcement and Campaign 
Official Proclamation: House the Homeless Day, 
Week, or Month ~Assistance in Public Events 

9) .Public Events Campaign 

• Religiou~ Endorsement of Pµblic Events 

• Religious Communj.-ty's assistance with Events: 

10) Next Steps 

e.g., Letters to parishes suggesting hosting an event 
this ~all and letters to potential performers, producers., 
directors, production companies, etc. 

11) Next Meeting 

.. 




