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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date July ,9 I 1985 

to Marc Tanenbaum 

from James Rudin 

subject 

I am enclosing a copy of Gene Fisher's 
draft Introduction for our Vatican II book~· . 
Please send me any suggestions and. ~onunent~ that 
you may have as Paulist Press needs the Int~o,­
duction as soon as possible.~" 

Many than.ks. 

AJR:FM . 
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Introduction: 11Nostra Aetate, For Our Times and For the Future" 

By Eugene J. Fi sher 

On October 28, 1965, 2221 Catholic bishops, assembled from every corner 

of the ea rth, added thei r s~gnatures to that of ' 'Pau l, Bishop of the Catholic 

Church," official l y pro!Tlulgat ing the shortest and most controvers .ial of the 

documents of the Second Vatican Council. That document was Nos tra Aetate 

("In Our Time"). the Council's Declaration on the Relationship of the 

Church to Non-Christian Religions. 

The controversy had surrounded only 15 Latin sentences of .text , 

the declaration ' s fourth section dealing with Jews and Judaism. As late as 

the week end before the vote, newspapers were speculating th.at the section on 

the Jews would be reduced to a single sentence, and that the whole of the . 

~ declaration· would be she l ved. In e event, the bishops of the Counci l voted 

overwhelming l y in favor of the ·15 had seen so much clarification 

and debate since the meeting between Pope John XXlll and the French Jewi sh 

scholar Ju les Isaac had occasioned in the Pope's mind the though.t ·. tha t 11 the 

Council ought to be occupied with tbe Jewish question and antisemitism." By 

their approval, however , the Council Fathers, in the words of Fr. Thomas 

Stransky who was then on the staff of Cardinal Bea, 11committed the Roman 

Catholic Church to an irrevocable act, a heshbon ha-nefesh -- a recons iderat ion 

of sou l" (Origins, June 20 , 1985) . 

Thi s volume is about that coimlitment made by the Church twenty years ago, 

about what it meant in the context of the 1900 yea rs of of t en tragic Christian-

Jewish relations leading up to it, about what has happened si nce, and about 

what it means for us today. Even more than celebrating and analyzing what 

has been done, however, the essays in ~his volume aim to inform us on wha·t 

' 



- 2 

needs to be done to preserve and move forward what the Council only began 

and that, _ as the reader will soon perceive, · is a great deal. 

Pope John Paul 11, in a meeting with le~ders of the American Jewish Committee 

held in Ro~ on February 15, 1985, cal led o.n Catholics to accept Nostra Aetate .. 
11as an exp ression of the faith, as an inspi rat ion of the Holy Spirit, as a 

word of the Divine Wisdom. 11 Nostra Aetate, then, remains, despite the great 

progress made in ~he dialogue in the past two decades, as much of a present 

· challenge to us as a record of one of the most glorious (because most humb.le) 

moments of Church history. 

This point needs to be set clearly at the outset. Nostra Aetate, as 

Cardi na-1 Johhannes . Wil lebrands, President of the Holy See's Cammi ss ion for 

Religious Relations with the Jews, reminded hi s hea·rers during a celebration 

of the fifteenth anniversary of the document in 1980, can on ly be read 

properly within the context of subsequent stat~ments of the Holy See, the 

Popes and Episcopal Conferences interpreting and implement~ng it . On many 

points, affirmations that were only implicit in the document itself have 

·now been made explicit, and statements that might have been read ambiguously 

at the time have now been clarified. This process of step-by-step growth in 

understanding and clarif.ication· is the result of the dialogue between 

our two peoples. 

It would be useful in reading this book, then, to have as a companion 

piece the two volumes of Helga Croner's Stepping Stones to Further Jewish-

.Christian Relations (Stimulus, 1977; Paul .ist Press, 1985), which provide 

much of the necessary documentation. Further documents not included in 

Croner, especially the key sta tements of Pope John Paul II are appended to 

this volume, afong with the text of Nostra Aetate itself. 
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The papers co11ected here provide a c~mmentary, and something more th.an 

a commentary on tho~e Church documents, important as those are. Rather, they 

chronicle and analyze the relationship itself, it s spiritual breakthroughs, 

past and present travails, and its ho~es for · the future. Entering. them will 

provide not only the beginner with a solid primer in the state of the 

dialogue today, but the practitioner and scholar of either tradition with a 

set of fundamental challenges and new perspectives on long held (and often 

cherished) presumptions that Christians and Jews have had about one another. 

Rabbi James Rudin's opening reflection frame the .pairs of essays that 

are to come. Rudin sketches dramatically what a Catholic or a Jew might have 

said about "the other" .if awakened at 3:00 a.m. on the eve of the Council, 

portraits of the other essentially negative on the ·one side and essentially 

the other. The background of the portraits, the 
N~ . . 

of abuse culminating in the Ho~caust, is filled 

defensive on tragk hi story 

in with broad of centuries 
~ 

and dark, but deftly fair strokes. Adding bright touches to the new images 

the dialogue enables us to draw of our relationship and one another, however, 
eo~s~~ 

are several recent events; the relatively ~(eXperience Catholics and 

Jews have had in America, the rebirth of a Jewish state in the Land of Israel, 

and the Second Vatican Council and its aftermath in a new mode of Christian-

Jewish relating . 

In the first pair- of essays, two of the greatest pioneers of the dialogue, 

both of whom were actively present at the Council, Msgr. George Higgins and 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, give ·retrospectives on the .signrficance of what took 

place then and what has happened since. Here, as in · Rudin's overview, the 

reader will discern the emergence of key themes of the dialogue, and the 

differing but creatively diverse perspectives that Catholics and Jews bring to 
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them. Even the toughest issues, the essays show, can be tackled in the dia,ogue, 

e.g . : anti-Judaism in the New Tes·tament , the relationship between the ancient 

Christian "teaching of contempt" and modern antisemitism, biblical interpretation 

and Ii turgica l sensit ivity, convergence , and the 11a~enda issues,' ' such as 

the State of Is rael on the one hand and the ·"seamless garment" of li fe issues 

on the other. 

The second pair of reflections takes up directly the question of the 

Jewish people's religious attachment to the land of Israel as the signif icance 

of the modern Jewish State for the peop le Israe l as people of God . Rabbi 

Robert M. Seltzer evokes the inner Jewi sh longings over the centuri es and 

the history of Zionism that made of this impossible dream of liberat ion a 

li v ing reality in our time, as well as the tensions within the Jewi sh community 

between normalization and un iqueness that give the internal debates on the meaning 

of Zionism their distinctive richness and creativity. Fr. Edward Fl annery 

likewise records ·a range of views wi~hin the Catholic corrmunity in response 

to the ex istence of the State of Israel. The Christian cannot, he argues, 

understand .Israel except in the context of a renewed theological appreciation . . 

of the Jewish people as God' s chosen . Thus the internal Christian debate on 

Israel , always t o be conducted with dialogical ·openness to Jewish self-

reflection, has much more at stake than more diplomatic relations or political 

options. It touches a mystery the Church as Church needs to ponder prayerfully •. · 

Rev. Lawrence Boadt, C. S. P. , and Dr. Michael J. Cook, move to a matter 

externally central to the relationship between the Church and the J ewish people: 

how do we read and interpret the Bible we sha re {the Hebrew Scriptures) and 

the Christian Scripture we do not share (the New Testament). In what may be seen 

I 
i 
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as a bit of playful irony, the Catholic of the pair i~ primarily a sdiolar of the 
. ~. : 

Hebrew Scriptures and .' the Jew a New Testament scholar. There is in the pairing, 
. ' \ . 

then, a rather unique opportunity for both Jewish and Christian readers to see 

our.selves as "the other" views us in dialoguL . 

Fr. Boadt's article surveys the changes that have occurred in the methodology 

used by Christians for the interpfetation of the Scriptures, with consequent radical changE 

in understanding·, and in a final section frames concisely the state of the question 

· on key perennial issues: the common worship of the same God ,, revelation, covenant, 

Christology and messianic hopes. This essay will be especially helpful for 

homilists and religious ed~cators as well as students of the bible, whether 

professionals or beginners. 

Rabbi Cook, in what ·can s·erve as an introduction to New Testament studi.es 

for Jews as well as an eye-opening look at the New Testament for Christians 

from ·a scholarly point of view~ concentrates on the need to frame the 

biblical insights discussed by Boadt in such a way that they can be effectively 

conveyed to the. Christian laity, developing a rationale for fts need and a 

pedagogical method for the use of educators. Cook .1 is ts ten "anti-J'ewish 

impressions demonstrably inherent in centuries of ·christ.ian Bibi ical exegesis," 

and argues that 11each would become cas~ in a significantly". different light were 

Jewish perspectives only incoprorated into Catholic pedagogical discussion of 

Juda i.sm, 11 a proposition with which Boadt 1 s essay agrees comp lete.ly . 

The third pairing complements the scrutiny of biblical sources and inter-

pretation by surveying what has been done since the Council in religiou~ education 

and the renewal of Catholic 1.iturgy. Judith H. Banld su1Tma.rizes the studies 

of the treatment of Jews and Judaism ln American and European Catholic teaching 
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materials that have been mad~ and the areas that are still in need of significant 

work •. As wi .th two of the other Jewish papers, (Rudin, Greenberg), Banki does 

not .hesi.tate to cast the light of rigorous scrutiny on J~wish unC:ferstandings 

of Christianity, and to show areas where real improvement is needed. She . notes, 

for example,. that many Jews remafn basica-lly ignorant of the changes in Catholic 

thinki'ng since the Council. It is the hope of the editors that this book, if 

read widely within the Jewish community, will help to fill that need. 

Eugene J. Fisher discusses changes that have been made in Catholic liturgy 

since the Council, for example during the Holy Week services, and problems 

tha_t remain (for example, the Holy Week services) still to be faced and resolved 

in satisfactory manner. Samples of guidelines for Christians cel.ebrating the 

seder and for the .memorial of Yorn Ha Shoah, as well as more detailed guidelines 

for homilists on Sundays throughout the year are offered. 

The. fourth pairing joins two of the leading theologians of the dialogue 

in an effort to assess current trends in theological understandi.ng of "the 

other's" religious claims by each tradition. Both essays, it is safe to say, 

not only assess but also will significantly move forward the dialogue on the 

deepest theological level. Here we have major statements from the "cutting edge" 

of the best thinkin·g about the relationship between the Jewish people and the 

Church that our two communities have to offer. Both Rabbi Irving Greenberg 

and Rev·. John T. Pawlikowski, O.S.M. , offer insights from within the integrity 

of their own respective traditions on how those traditions can affirm positively 

the central revelational and covenant claims of the other. Given the precise 

nuancing and delicate sensitivities of eacb to the double vision of self and 

other demanded by thi~ · task, it is best that no introductory summary be here 

attempted. Each author should be allqwed to speak for himself unfettered from 
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editorial second-guessing. 

· Finally, there is the question of what the local religious community is to 

do with all the new ins~ghts and .richness of p~r,pectives opened up by the 

dialogue on th~ national and international levels. Rev. Msgr. Royale M. 

Vadakin and Rabbi Alfred Wolf narrate the remarkable story of a decade of 

dialogical encounter in one such area. Theirs is a story of hopes fulfilled 

beyond expectation, and of the dynamic creativity latent in the Catholic-Jewish 

encounter. Modest projects open new vistas which, in turn, create new possibilities 

and wider areas of involveinent. 

Again, this is a section that speaks for itself, illustrating some of 

the many fruits of local dialogue as it gives life to the ' official pronouncements , 

and also, it may be said, spurring the national and international bodies to 

new efforts just tp "catch up" with wh~t the convnunities themse lves are already 

achieving. This section will give the reader a wide range of practical 

models to adapt to their own particular circumstances and needs. 

We stand -"·in our time" at the brink of the third mill~ni.um of a 

relationship at once uniquely fruitful in what it has given the .world and 

uniquely tragic, all too often, in its internal .relations between the two convnunities. 

The first millenium (if one can soversimplify for the sake of the schema) was 

characterized by ambiguity of understanding on both sides. As late as the 

9th - 10th centuries, one finds bishops complaining that Christians persisted 

in gbing to the rabbis for blessing~. indicating in a ·small way that ·on the 

community level · relations were perhaps as positive as negative. By the mi~dle 

of the second millenium, however, with the Crusades, expulsions, the institution 

of the ghetto, and the Inquisit ion as a background, the ambiguity seemed to have 
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been .resolved in favor of th~ negative. The Second Vatican Council, which the 

1975 Vatican Guidelines deciare found "its historical setting in circumstances 

deeply affected by the memory of the persecution and massacre of Jews which 

took place in Europe just before and during World War 11-," broke through the 

brooding darkness of cent_uries to provide the possibility of a third great age, 

this time one .of dialogue and mutual respect. 

This new stage, set against the millenia preceding it, is very much in its 

infancy, and very fragile. It needs nourishing and constant, central concern . . 

on the part of both of our communities if it is to grow robust and fulfill our 

hopes for it. But, to judge from tbe following essays, it is ali.ve and well 

and, typically, bellowing for our attention. Nothing like this recon~iliation 

of two ancient, mutually suspicious yet umbelically bound re.ligious t.ra~itions 

has ever been attempted in .all the generations that preceded this one. To. 

this . generation falls the task of framing the way our c~mmunities may relate 

for .the next millenium. It is to the generations of the future that this 

volume is ded·i ca ted. 

Eugene J. Fisher 
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The GAlilerican Gje"Wish Cotnn;iittee. 
Institute of Human Relations· 165 East 56 Street. New Yori<, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751·4000 ·Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

Jul.Y 12, 1985 

The Honorable George Bush 
The Vice President 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Vice-President, 

I hope ' this finds you and Hrs. Bush in good health. 

Yesterday, I met with Ambassador Robert Oakley to discuss a proposal 
for a broad citizens conference on international terrorism. I think 
the time is ripe for developing a strong American constituency for 
such an undertaking. 

take the liberty of enclosing a copy of my letter to Bob Oakley. 

Fr~m our past relationship , I hope you know that I am prepared to do 
everyth ing possible to be of assistance to you and our Government 

... in this critical area of foreign pol icy . 

With warm personal good wishes, I am, 

HHT: RPR 

Enclosures 

Cordially yours, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Dfrector 
International Relations Departmen t 

l!OWlllOI fRJE;>~JA1f P,n;denl • e OAVIO 'll GO'IOIS E•tcut>C\'.~rewtnt 
ft<EOOORE ELWoOFf. Clm. Bo.ira al Go-ti~~ • A1.fA£0 H MOSES. Ol.or NJ:>ol!ll E•t'..111•..t Cou"'' • ROBERTS J-'COBS. C~.1>1 6oJrd al Trus!tn • 
EDWARD E ELSON Trenuret • SHIRLEY 1\1 Sl"8AO S..Cre!Jty · e 0AV10 H PtlREZ AS(C(•• te Trt~suret · • . RITA[ 11.l:JSCtl C~a1r hecutlYC Comm1ntt • 
lloro·~·r ;>,es·(t~ll MO/IRIS B ABRAM ARIHUR J GOl:lBEllG PHILIP E HOFf\IAli AICH~RO \IAA3S. ELMER L w:NIEA •,lAYNARD I WlSltNER • Honoriry v.ce-Prts.-Ctnts ~fl<AH APpt[\IA.lj 
MAATl'l CAl;C RUfH II GOODARD A~CRE Nc;ovo•.1.:..'1 ~Y\!ONO F ~Vl:i ~APAlS ~·~R$HALL. Wllll.t\I ROSt'l'o',';.~o • l.IAX M •1s~<R. H·inoriry C!l.n IOl1an~I Et~ut••C Council •• 
E1tc111 .. e V.cc·P•!\"1<"IS (<Mllh JOHN SLA\VSOll llE'llRA!.1 H tiOlO • v.cit•PrcSldti•I• "O'l\IAN E ;.LOAt1DER. WtstC~.tS!tr Hi)•r;;.j\Q A c;1~aliH. C~.c.i;o ALAN c Cil[E1,dtRC. IW• y~,. 
llOBEIH 14 1t;.1"i£S Htw Yark CH.IRl OITE C ,.QLSTElll 5,,.cust Ar.N P ~AlJf~IA.'1. Hausl~n ROaERf l PELZ WtstChUlet tOHlE RABIN Dillis; BRUCE M A.I.MER. LOS Ange:u 
OA\110 F S0t.1il£ llo~On. RICHARD l WEISS l o,; A·c~rs e 

-·--·· -- ----:. ··-·· -· 



The GA.tnerican <Jewish Coinlllittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street. New Yori<, N.Y. 10022 • 2121751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

July 12, 1985 

Ambassador Robert Oakley, Director 
Task Force on Counter-Terrorism 
Department of State · 
2201 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Ambassador Oakley, 

My AJC colleagues and I veri much appreciate having the opportunity to 
meet with you yesterday for our d.iscussion of international terror ism 
and possible fol low-up programs. 

Gi ~en the widespread and heightened interest in this major problem in 
ligh~ of the T\o/A hoS'tage crisis, I continue to feel that scme form of 
serious nationa.1 consultation that would involve broad leadership -peo­
ple and groups -- civic, political, and religious -- co·uld be construc­
tive for our nat ional purposes. 

My past involvement in White House Conferences on Energy Conservation 
and Foreign Aid .and Trade, among others, persuade me that such models 
l end themselves to mobilizing a broad national constituency for ·sup­
port of a comprehensive pol~cy an~ program on co~batting terrorism. 

It need not ·oe a White House Conference -- although such a ccnception 
would lend the issue heightened attention and importance. It might 
take the form of a Presidential Comnitt~e or a National Citizens Con­
ference on Terrorism. 

In any case, as I indicatedduringour r-:eeting, we stand ready to be of 
every possible assistance to the v;ce-Pr~sident and yourself in helping 
organize such a forum. 

With warm personal good wishes, .I am, 

MHT :' RPR 

- !." . .:.::~ : : .·.·:.~ ;• • ' • : • 
""-~ ~ •,,• ~: ," •: \ , A; ,:•I ' ',; ; ; I 

!' ~ :.::~; ! .. ;~ · ... ~..... • 
.. . ;: .. " .. ·.·.· 

• ... · .:.-.:.· 
. .. : : .,·; ·. : 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanen~aum 

Director 
International Relations Department 

• 
• :'i · ~ .i : -: : : .: • £·~::.·.~·· ~·~~- ··~'! . • 
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Fr~cme Kan~· Is Mame_d , _, 

· · Francine Kane, a daugltte( of the <. : 
late PauJ'and Doris K~e ... wa8 mar- '. ·(\ 
ried yesterday. to Matthew Haines, a · · ta_ 
son .of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Haines of . : ~ T 
New York. ~~epbaµm. d~ 
officiated a(-rmr-z:o10s-crnb~e· th 
biide, :who is retaining her-.name, ·is . si 
the circulation and proinotion .man-· ill~ 
ager for Town and Country,and Cori- Mr; 

·· noisseur magazines. :Mr . . Haines r~ I. A 
,ceived an M.B.A. degree last month wlit 
from f'lew York,::iiy." ·, ·. ~ 



.. 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
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B A .C K G R 0 U N D E R 

GRAND RAPiDS SCHOOL DISTRICT v. BALL 

by -Richard T. Foltin, 
As~ociate Legal Director 

IRVING M. LEVINE 
Director, National Affairs Department 

On July 1; the U.S. Supreme ·court struck down, as in violatio~ of the· 
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, two programs mainta~ned by the 
Grand Rapids School . District under which publiciy paid teachers conducted 
remedial and other secular classes in private and parochial schools. As to one 
of the programs, the Court's decision was rendered by a 7 to 2 vote; the other 
program was struck by a sl~er 5 to 4 majority. 

Writing for the Court, Justice William Brennan said that the challenged 
programs had the "'primary or principal effect' of advancing religion" for three 
reasons: the ~tate-paid instruct.ors might imp~rmissibly come to indoctrinate 
students in religio~s beliefs; the symbolic union of church and state threatened 
to convey a message of state support for religion; and the prog~ams in ·effect 
subsidized the religious functions of the paroqhial schools. 

In . another case, decided the same day, Aguilar v. Felton, the Court also 
struck as .In violation of the Establishment Clause New York City's provision of 
federally-funded remedial programs in parochial schools, notwithstanding active 
official monitoring of that program to safeguard against religious activities, 
~ecause the very monitoring process would inevitably result in excessive 
entanglement of church and state. 

Facts 

The Grand Rapid·s School Dis tr let adopted two pr-ograms that provided 
remedial and enrichment classes at public expense to students at 41 nonpublic 
schools, all but one of them religiously affiliated, in classrooms located in 
·and leased · from the nonpublic schools . The students attending both programs 
were. the same students who otherwise attend the particular schools in which the 
classes were held. 

The Shared Time program of_fered classes during the regular school day that 
were intended to supplement the "core curriculum" courses required by. the State. 
The Shared Time teachers ·were full-time employees of the public schools, but a 
"significant portion'~ of them had previously taught in nonpublic schqols. 

The Community Education program offered classes at the conclusion .of the 
regular school day in voluntary cours es , some of which were offered at the 
public schools as part of the regular curriculum rather than on a Community 
Education basis. Community Education teachers were par~-time public school 

e Qj ~ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 
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employees who, for the most part, were otherwise employed full time by the same 
nonpublic school in which their Community Education classes were held. 

Suit was filed in Federal" District Court against the School District and 
certain state officials, alleging that both programs violated the Establishment 
Clause of the First Amendment • . The District Court agreed and entered a judgment 
for the plaintiffs, lat~r affirmed by the C~urt of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit, enjoining further op~ration of the programs. 

The U.S. Supreme Court Decision 

The U.S . Supreme Court affirmed the decision of the Court of Appeals. 
Applying that part 9f the classic Lemon v . Kurtzman test which prohibits 
governmen·t action which has the primary or principal ef feet of promoting 
religion, Justice William Brennan stated that: 

Providing for the education of schoolchildren is surely a praise~orthy 
purpose. But our cases have consistently recognized that even such a 
praiseworthy, secular purpose cannot val id ate government aid to 
parochial schools when the · aid has the effect of promoting a single 
religion or religion generally or when the aid unduly entangles the 
government in matters of religion. For just as religion throughout 
history has provided spiritual comfort, guidance, and inspiration to 
many, it can also serve powerfully to div.fde societies and to exclude 
those whose beliefs are not in accord with particular religions or 
sects that have from time to time achieved dominance. 

The danger of such promotion of religion was held, by seven of the nine 
justices, to be impermissibly great in the case of the Community Education 
program, since it involved instructors who, during the regular school day, were 
employees of pa~ochial schools and who were, during that regular school day, 
expected "to inculcate their students with the tenets and beliefs of their 
particular religious f al ths." While, by contrast, the teachers in the Shared 
Time program were generally public school employees during the school day, the 
Court nevertheless found, by a five to four vote, that the · latter program posed 
a 5imilar danger: nwhen q~nducting a supposedly secular class in the per­
vasively sectarian environment of a religious school, a teacher may knowingly or 
unwillingly tailor the context of the course to fit the school's announced 
goals." 

In addition, the Court found that both programs presented "a symbolic union 
of church and state [which is] inherent in the provision of secular, state­
provided instruction in the religious school building [and which] threatens to 
convey a message of state support for re1iglon to students and to the general 
public," and that the programs "in effect subsidize[d] the religious functions 
of the parochial schools by taking over a substantial portion of their re­
sponsibility for teaching secular subjects." The Court warned that to uphold 
the challenged programs would "let the genie out of the bottle" and permit "ever 
larger segments of the religious school curriculum to be turned over to the 
public school ~ystem, thus violating the cardinal principle that t~e State may 
not in effect become the prime supporter of the religious school system." 
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Aguilar v. Felton 

In Aguilar v. Felton, decided the same day, the Court also struck, by a 5 
to 4 vote, New York City's federally-funded program under which personnel were 
sent into private and parochial schools to provide such services as remedial 
instruction, speech therdpy· and guidance counselling for disadvantaged students. 
Unlike the Grand Rapids programs, New York City engaged in active monitoring to 
ensure that participating teachers and counselors were not involved in religious 
activities. 

The Court found, however, in a decision also written by Justice Brennan, 
that the monitoring inevitably "result[ ed] in the excessive entanglement of 
church and state," because the religious school "which has as a primary purpose 
the advancement and preservation of a particular religion, mu st endure the 
ongoing presence of state personnel whose primary purpose is to monitor teachers 
and students in an attempt to guard against the infiltration of religious 
thought." 

Dissenting Opinions 

In opinions relating to both the Grand Rapids and New York cases, Justices 
Burger and O'Connor agreed with the majori~y's holding that Grand Rapids' 
Community Education program violated the Establishment Clause, but would have 
held that. neither the Grand Rapids Shared Time program nor the New York City 
remediai program constituted such a violation. In his opinion, Chief Justice 
Burger asserted that "the notion that denying these services to students in 
religious schools is a neutral act to protect us from an Established Church has 
no support in logic, experience or history. Rather than showing the neutrality 
the Court boasts of, it exhibits nothing less than hostility toward religion and 
the children who attend church-sponsored schools." 

Justices White and Rehnquist dissented from the two decisions in their 
entirety, each protesting, i.n essence, that the Supreme Court's· reading of the 
Establishment Clause represents an incorrect understanding of that provision. 

Analysis 

The American Jewish Committee filed a brief amici in the Grand Rapids case, 
together with the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs and the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. In our brief we argued, as the 
Court ultimately held, that both the Shared Time and the Community Education 
programs constituted a violation of the Establishment Clause. We are very 
satisfied by the Supreme Court's decision in that case, which represents, not 
for the first time this term, a reaffirmation of the Court's commitment to the 
principle of separation of church and state . 
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AJC did not enter the New York case. There are factual distinctions 
between the New York and Grand Rapids cases, such as the extensive official 
monitoring which existed in the former case . Moreover, AJC ' s Statement of Views 
on Religion and Public Education provides that, within the context of the 
Federal program of which the New York program was a part, "which was expressly 
designed to aid disadvantaged children, certain types of assistance such as 
textbook loans and remedial educational services on parochial school premises 
are not opposed, subject ·to judicial review of the constitutionality of this 
legislation." That judicial review is now completed. In view of the Court's 
reaffirmation of principles important to AJC, we should not be dissatisfied that 
the result has been the striking of the New York program -- especially since the 
decision leaves open other routes by which the remedial aid may still be 
provided to disadvantaged students who attend nonpublic schools. 

While the disagreement among the justice_s as to the Establishment Clause's 
exact application in the context of public aid to parochial school students led 
to a close 5 to 4 decision with respect to the Grand Rapids Shared Time program 
and the New York remedial program, it is noteworthy that a strong 7 to 2 
majority continued to assert its commitment to the now-classic test enunciated 
in Lemon v. Kurtzman. Moreover, that same substantial majority was in agreement 
that the Community Education program did not pass the Lemon v. Kurtzman test. 
This is a promising sign that the present Supreme Court will remain a firm 
bulwark against at least the more ' egregious attempts to undermine the "wall of 
separation" between church and state. 

0033/NAD-2 
July 23, 1985/gn 
85-630-35 
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MORTON YARMON, Ditector of Puotic Relations 

. FOR IHMEOIA TE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, July ZJ ... A group of Roman Catholic and 
) 

Jewish leaders engaged i.n 

Jewish-Christian relations, meeting together to discuss and evaluate the 

recently-published "Notes on the Correct Way to Present Jews and Judaism in 

Preaching and Catechesis in the Roman Catholic Church," called for further 

dialogue to clarify issues raised in the document. 

Their joint statement was issued after an all-day consultation on the 

"Notes" -- the f i rst such meeting of Catholics and Jews since the publication of 

the document. The consultation was convened by the American Jewish Committee 

when it became apparent that the "Notes," though aiming to remedy Catholic 

'!ignorance of hi story and traditions of Judaism," had elicited some praise, but 

also some sharp criticisms from Jewish groups . The criticisms were directed to 

both substa.ntive and procedural aspects of the "Notes," but particularly to the 

lack of consultation with the International Jewish Colilllittee for Interreligious 

Consultation (IJCIC) and other major Jewish agencies prior to the issuance of 

the document on June 24 . 

Meeting together "to evaluate the document in both its positive and 

negative aspects, " the participants in the consultation agreed: "Strengthened 

by twenty years of progr ess in our relationships, we have learned that we can 

face genuine differences and still retain a spirit of trust and mutual respect . " 

Positive elements of the "Notes" which need to be implemented on the local 

level, they said, include "necessary interpretations of the negative references 

to Jews in the New Testament, Jesus' relationship with the Pharise·es, the 

congruence of Jesus' teachings with the basic pharisaaic beliefs and the 

recognition of the continuous spiritual fecundity of the Jewish people from the 

rabbinic period to modern times." The "Notes"' emphasis on religious liberty 

and the continuing condemn-ation of anti-Semitism "also provides catechetical 

opportunities," they agreed. 

The Catholic and Jewish participants also noted: "We are of the opinion 

that the 'Notes' are clarified by, and should be read in conjunction with, the 

comments made by Msgr. Jorge Mejia, Secretary of the Vatican Commission and a 

signatory of the 'Notes,' which were published simultaneously with them in 

L'Osservatore Romano on June 24 . Had there been prior consultation with the 

Jewish community along the lines of these clarifications, much of the criticism 

. .. .• more 

How"d I. Frie<lman. Pres1den1: Theodore Ellenoff. Chair. Board of Governors: Allred H. Moses. Cnaor, National Executive Council; Robert S. Jacobs. Chair. Board or Trustees'. 
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which concerns us now might have been avoided. To us, dialogue means just that: 

open communication before, during and after, a point which the 'Notes' them­

selves would seem to affirm." 

With regard to teaching about the Nazi Holocaust and the State of Israel -­

"subjects of urgent concern to the Jewish community" -- the signers committed 

themselves to "continued dialogue between our two communities." Catholics, as 

well as Jews, need to grapple with the sign! f ·icance of the Holocaust for 

Christians as well as Jews, they agreed, noting that Msgr. Mejia's commentary on 

the document makes this point. They also pointed to Pope John Paul II' s 

statement on Good Friday of 1984, which called for "the desired security, the 

due tranquility that is the prerogative of every nation" for the Jewish people 

living in the State of Israel. 

Affirming the need for "further, deepening dialogue between the Church and 

the Jewish people, the signers· pledged to "work to ensure that the 'Notes' will 

not be the occasion of a retreat .from the very real gains in mutual under­

standing achieved in the past twe~ty years." 

(Full text of report and list ?f signers attached.) 

The American Jewish Committee ls this country's pioneer human relations 

organization. Founded in 1906, it combats .bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews here · and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

human relations for all people everywhere. 

85-960-146 

A JRZ, CP, PP 
0021 
7/23/85:ls 
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The Jacob Blaustein Institute For The Advancement of Human Rights 

Through· a wide variety of programs, the Jacob .Blaustein Institute aims to 
narrow the gap between. the promise of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and other ·international human ·rights agreements. -- ,and the realization of these 
rights in practice. · · · 

Blaustein Institute projects fall roughly into ·four broad categories, _ albeit 
with conside·rable overlapping: 

a) scholarly endeavors designed to clarify basic human rights concepts or 
issues; 

b) .. educational and training programs to promote wider knowledge and use 
of international human rights principles and institutions, to develop 
a crltical ·public constituency capable of extending a~d improving 
th~~' and to encourage young people to ~onsidet careers in this 
field; " · 

c) . progr~ms that .. riurttire and str·engthen h~an rights organizations and 
movements; 

df the creation of a corpus of "legal writings for use by. human rights 
pleaders and advocates as. they .. c_onfront human r ight_s violations; 

In pursuing its objectives, the Blaustein. Institute works with diverse academic 
institutions, 'foundations, national and international human right·s organiZations 
and legal groups. 

,. 
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FOREWORD 
.·•· 

The 1975-85 United Nations Decade for Women will culminate w~th 
the world conference to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, July 15-26, 1985. 
The N•irobi Conference is the third international event sponsored by 
the world organi~ation during the Women's Decade. The first took place 
in Mexico . ~ity in July 1975; the second in Copenhagen in July 1980 •. 
The purpose~ of the C6penhagen Conference, like those of the con~ 
ference planned for Nairobi, were to assess the progress achieved, to 
identify. the . obstacles encountered ·in attaining the goals of the 
Decade and to plan how to implement these goals in the future. 

These Nairobi purposes are specified in two main agenda items. 
The review of progress and appraisal of obstacles at nati9nal, 
regional, and international levels is to take place under agenda item 
7. Under agenda item 3, the conference is .to devise "forward-looking 
strategies" to achieve the goals of equality, development and peace at 
these national, regional and international levels .up to the year. 2000. 

The U: S. and West European gover.nments have insisted from the 
start· of UN · planning for the Nairobi Conf~rence ~hat its agenda should 
exclude political questions more properly . consid~red in the Security 
Council (and other political organs) and that differences should be 
res.olved :by .consensus rather than majority vote. The Soviet and 
Non--Aligned ·blocs were ~nyielding. These blocs have 11 and 99 men:ibers . 

· respectively (the latter including i1 Arab states, and a large number 
o~ ·other M~slim states). The differenc~s remained for the conference 
itself to settle, where these states would have ~ controlling 
majority. 

Since · Israel's . creation in 1948, and especially ~fter its 
victories in the 1967 and 1973 wars, the Ut-1 has been the principal . 
forum of the wide-ranging campaign of the Pal~stine liberation , 
Organization .(PLO) and its Arab and Soviet allies . to delegitimiz~ . 
Israel. While failing to achieve Israel's expulsion frrim the UN, a . 
goal· it has not relinquished, the PLO has been able to secure repeated . 
condemnations of Israel's alleged policies ~nd practices. It has also 
succeeded in impugning Israel's identity as a · Jewish state by 9btain­
ing in 1975 a General Assembly resolution equating Zionism with 
racism • . Thes.e condemnations have beer:i . tacked .. onto an ai:ray of 
unrelated issues on agendas throughout the UN syste~, including those 
concerned with the status of women. 
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The intrusion into a UN specialized agency, conference or 
technical program of extraneous political questions is especially 
improper when these .very questions are repeatedly addressed in the 
UN~s political organs that exist for that very purpose. As the ~N 
Secretary-General has urged, "the public forum afforded by the United 
Nations •.• not [be] wasted on the exchange of useless accusations that 
offer no hope of bridging differences." (Lecture, Harvard University, 
January 10, 1985; SG/SM/3648, p. 6). 

Over the objections of the U.S.and other members of the Nairobi 
planning bodies, the subject of Palestinian women has been placed on 
the Nairobi agenda, under item 7. A Report of the Secretary-General 
(hereafter -referred to as the SG Report), entitled "The Situation of 
Women and Children Living in the Occupied Arab Territories and Other 
Occupied Territories," is the documentation on which basis the subject 
will be considered. 

The subject was placed on the agenda in response to a General 
Assembly recommendation that the conference pay particular attention 
to the problems of wo~en in territories under "racist o~ colonial 
rule" or . "for~ign occupation," taking. into account the Mexico City and 
Copenhagen guidelines. Since the subject of Palestinian women had 
been discussed in Copenhagen, the Nairobi preparatory body (the 
Commission on the Status of Women) .decided·, in carrying out the 
General Assembly's recommendation, to request the. Secretary-General to 
update an earlier (1982) report it had prepared on this subject. 
Although the title of the SG Report speak~ of "occupied Arab terri­
tories" and of ·"other occupied territorie"s, '' the Report itself 
mentions none of the latter -- much less discusses in detail the 
problems of women in them -- for example, the occupied territories of 
Afghanistan, Kampuchea and Chad. The Report deals exclusively with 
Palest in'ian women, obscuring or minimizing Israel's achievements in 
the West Bank and Gaza and, moreover, assuming that Israel is at fault 
for unsatisfactory conditions -- real or imagined. 

At the request of the Jacob Blaustein Institute, Dr. Mala Tabory, 
a legal scholar and social scientist, undertook a study intended to 
provide participants in the Nairobi Conference with another perspec­
tive beside that contained in the SG Report. Concerned about the 
situation of women worldwide, the Institute felt that it was important 
for . the conference attendees to have a document that contributes to a 
balanced and constructive . view of the controverted subject of 
Palestin-ian women. 

Dr. Tabory drew in . her research for the full study (which is 
available on request) from both Arab and Israeli published sources as 
well as on the documents of several UN agencies. Most important, she 
visited factories, vocational schools and health centers in the West 
Bank and Gaza to interview Palestinian women about their situation. 
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A convenient digest of Dr. Tabory's findings follows. It is 
divided in keepin.9' with the main headings -in her ·text:. demography and 
vital' statistics ; employment; working conditions; education, including · 
voc~tional training; health; and environmental sanitation. Thanks are 
due . to Kenneth Bandler; Allan Kagedan and Phyllis Sherman for prepar­
ing the digest . 

As established in Dr. Tabory's study, ·· and indeed admitted ·in the 
SG Report, the latter' ~ account of th~ situation of Palestinian women 
and ~hildren is not trul~ a '"report" -- much less an impartial one. It 
not only disregard~ Israel'~ ihformation and viewpoint, it fails ·to . 
apply elenien tary ·evaluative er f.teria, . such as comparison of. present 
with : pre-~967 c6nditions. Nor does it take into accouht the bearing 
of Arab/Musltm· religious traditi'ons and social .. patter.ns on the· 
situation of ·Pale·stinian women. Its method appears to .be to assert as 
a general proposition that the Israeli .occupation is per se harmful to 
all · Palestinian·s, from · which · is extrapolated, without specific · 
evidence, the conclusion that it must be damaging to .Palestinian 
women and children. 

Jhis perception of the SG Report is borne out by the statement in 
its introduction ·that ''As no comprehensive study related to the status 
of· ·Pal~~tihiah w6men ·has been prepared w~thin the United Nations 
system: during the ·1ast year,. · •• it [the SG Report] draws exclusively on 
recent reports and other material dealing with various aspects of 
living conditions of Palestinian people in the Arab occupied terri­
tories, prepared by United Nations bodies." Th~t the Report is indeed 
based on prior UN documents, which themseives reflect an anti-Israel 
bias, is evident from its 82 bibliographical notes, o~ly four of which · 
cite Israeli sources. The rest are drawn from the reports of the 
General Assembly's Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People, serviced by the UN Secretariat's Palestine 
Centre. The Committee -- whose member · states are Senegal, Cuba and 
Afghanistan -- and the Centre, are known to reflect the views of the 
PLO. 

Other statements in it confirm ~his impression of the SG Report : 
"~lthough none of these reports refer specifically to the question of 
Palestinian women, they. describe the living conditions of the Pales­
tinian population as a whole"; "The policy of the occupying power 
uniformly affects men, women, youth and children as members of 

. society"; the military a.uthor i ties' "oppressive practices ••• affect 
equally all members of the . family." In short, the authors of the 
Report, unwilling or unable to prepare a particularized study of the 
situation of Palestinian women, simply repeat the generalized criti­
cism of Israel's occupation common to many UN documents. 

Among the other sources cited in .the SC Report are the reports of 
the Mexico City and Copenhagen conferences. The Mexico city Con­
ference ~as widely criticized as politicized, especially for including 
in its final Declaration a call to the international community to seek 

~· · 
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the elimination of Zionism along with racism and apartheid. The 
linking of Zionism with these evils served as precedent for the 
General Assembly's adoption on 10 November 1975 of the mischievous and 
dangerous resolution falsely equating Zionism with racism. The 
Copenhagen Conference extended this . falsehood, restricted to the 
Declaration adopted in Mexico City, into a Program of Action for 
improving the situation of women worldwide. 

The UN Charter declares the determination of all the peoples of 
the United Nations "to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in 
the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men 
and women and of nations large and small." In sharing that faith, the 
Jacob Blaustein lnstitute expresses the hope that the Nairobi Confer~ 
ence will not be. diverted into extraneous political bypaths but will 
rather direct its energies to the real issues of women, and thereby 
truly contribute to attaining the goal of equal rights for men and 
women the world over. · 

Sidney Liskof sky 
Program Director 
Jacob Blaustein Institute for. 
the Advancement of Human Rights 

_J 



DEMOGRAPHY ANO VITAL STATISTICS 

The SG Report's discussion of the demography and vital statistics 
of West Ba.nk and Gaza Palestinians gives readers an inaccurate picture 
of. the effects of Israeli occupation. Among other inaccuracies, it · 
fails .to . record.the significant qdvances in health care made sin.ce 
1967. . 

Palestinian Population Overall 

The SG Repo~t admits that ~it · i~ diffictilt .to know e~acily how 
many Palestlni~ns there are a.l together" (par. · 10). Estimate~ pub­
lished by. Ara~ count.ries ·an~ by the PLO, an.d even by UNRWA, have been 
fqund to tie exaggerated,. reflecting a political purpose to magnify the . 
"refugee ·problem." In fact, whh the exception of the West Bank and 
Gaza, no formal census -of the Palestinian ·populations in Middle East 
countries has ever been conducted. 

Re.f ug~e C~lllP J~.Qpul at 1 o~ 

.. The· SG. Report asserts that some 50 percent of the West Bank· 
popul~tlo~ ~nd 85 percent of the Gaza pop~latlon a~e refugees regis­
tered with UNRWA (par. 10). It claims that as of June 1984 there were 
350,779 refugees registered in the West Bank (90,905 in camps) and 
410,745 in the Gaza Strip (226,937 in camps). It bases these figures 
on 1983 UNRWA refugee registration lists and 1981 Israeli .government 
statistics for the total .,popul~tlon. However; UNRWA itself has stated 
that the .. registratlon figures "do not nec~ssai;-ily represent the actual 
.populatJon of Pale~tine tefuge~s in their places of registration; the 
refugees move ai:td do ·not always inform. the. Agency; they also die 
without their families informing the Agency~"J . 

. . . • . . • I 

. By 1983, according to Israeli census figures, there were 105,000 
refugees living in the West Bank (65,000 in camps) and· 205,000 in Gaza 
(175,000 in camps) . 2 These figures show that only 14 percent of the 
West Bank population and only 42 percent of the Gaza population ar~ 
refugees, in contrast to the SG Report's figures of 50 and 85 percent, 
respectively. 

Pop~latiQn Growth 

aefore 1967, despite high birthrates,· the population of the West 
Bank and Gaza was relativ~ly static. This was due to high inf ant ·and 
oth~r ~o~tality and to extensive emigration . Since then, improved 
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economic conditions and a decline in net out-migration have led to 
rapid population growth. Thus the Gaza Palestinian population 
increased from 364,000 in 1969 to 476,000 in 1982, and the West Bank 
Palestinian population grew from 164~000 in 1967 to 747~500 in 1982. 

Infant Mortality 

During th~ period 1967-82, infant mortality in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 'YaS reduced by more than 50 percent. 3 The reported infant 
mortality rate in 1982 in the West Bank was 25.6 per 1,000 ·nve 
births, and in Gaza 41.3 per 1,000.4 These figures compare favorably 
with available data on infant (0- 1 year) mortality rates for 1981 in 
neighboring Arab countries. for exampl e, infan~ deaths per 1,000 live 
births in Jordan were 68; in ~gypt 80; i.n Syria .61; and in Saudi . 
Arabia 112. The infant mortality rate in Israel was 13.9 per 1,000.5 

Infant mortality in the West Bank and Gaz~ has declined in part 
because of the extensive development and utilization of . health 
services, including the establishment of primary health care units, 
visits by public health staff to remote villa~es~ avail~bility of 
health insurance, incre~sed public demand for health care, and UNRWA 
su·pervisio_n of refugee camps. · 

Child Mortality 

During 1981-83 child (0-5 years) mortality rates averaged 7.0 per 
1,0bO in the West Bank and 10.3 in Gaza. In countries with very poor 
·health conditi~ns, according to the World .Health Organiz~tion (WHO), 
the under~sfx mortality rate e~ceeds 100 per 1,000; ln highly devel­
oped countries it is as low as 2.0 per 1,000~6 

Life Expectancy 

Improvements in medi-cal services arid health concHtions among the 
Palestinians have resulted in higher life ~xpectancy. In 1967, life 
expectancy at birth was estimated at 48 years in the West Bank and 
Gaza. In the mid-1970s it was estimated at 55, and in the early 1980s 
at 62 • . Again, this most recent figure compares favorably with the 
figures for neighboring countries: 61 in Jordan, 56 in Egypt, 66 in 
Syria, and 55 in Saudi Arabia. In Israel life expectancy ls 74 years. 

Emigration 

The SG Report states that "the high male emigration . rate" from 
the West Bank and Gaza "has created a ratio of 80 males to · 100 
females.-" This figure is inaccurate . In 1983, there were 996 males 
per 1 ·~000 females in the West Bank and 991 males per 1,000 females in 
the Gaza area. 

Of course, West Bank and Gaza residents do emigrate; migration 
for economic reasons is common throughout the world; In the Middle 
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East, workers have migrated from the more densely populated, labor­
surplus countries to the Arab oll-pr.oducing countries along the 
Persian Gulf. Due to their educational level and technical training~ 
workers from the West Bank and Gaza .have been in demand by states with 
extensive resources but limited trained manpower. In 1982., there . were 
400,000 Palestinians in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf . States. They 
constituted some 40 percent of Kuwait's total work force • . 

Duri.ng ~982 and 1983, reported net out-migration from the West 
Bank and Gaza declined significantly from previous years, due to 
improved.economic opportunities and socioeconomic conditions at home, 
and to. newly imposed immigration restrictions in Arab countries, 
reflecting declining oil revenues. 7 

Female Heads of Household 

The SG Report, citing UNRWA statistics ·for. 1983, states that "on 
the West Bank there were 27,226 female heads of household out of a 
total of 72,272 and · in the Gaza St.rip 14,567 out of _a total of · 
75,296." T~e Report fails to mention that "R6ughly 25-33% of ~11 
hous~holds in the wo.tld are de facto headed by women, with the 
percentage much higher in certain countries and regions ••• The rising 
1Acidence of female-headed households in rural areas of developing 
countries results from impoverishment and migration •. 118 According to 
the UNRWA figures, roughly 38 percent of all West Bank households and 
19 percent of all Gaza households are headed by women, figures that 
compare favorably with others in. the developing .world. 

C.onclusion 

During the period of the Israeli administration, _the Palestinian 
population has undergone rapid growth, resulting from significant 
improvements in economic an.d health conditions -that markedly reduced 
infant and child mortality rates and inrireased life expectancy. The 
SG. Report ignores these .achievements. 
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EMPLOYMENT . 

Any assessment of the economic health of the administered 
territories must take into account the past. Before 1967, Jordan 
neglected the West Bank in favor of the East Bank. High unemployment 
depressed economic life in both the West Bank and Gaza. The Israeli 
occupation has witnessed rapid economic gr~wth and unprecedented 
employment opportunities. Income from ·employment in I srael has 
increased West Bank purchasing power and contributed 'to local economic 
improvement . From an economic stanQpoint, the Israeli administration 
has had a favorable impact on the West Bank and Gaza . 

Labor Force Participation 
. . 

To be sure, as the SG Report implies, the level of Palestinian 
women'~ labor force participation is low; but the participation level 
of women in Arab countries generally is even lower. This is a result 
of high fertility; low literacy, and traditional restriction of women 
to · domest ic roles. Indeed, the Palestinian women 's labor fo rce . 
participation rate compares favorably with those of Arab women 
elsewhere . Thus, according t o the SG Report, t he part icipation rate 
for women in the West Bank is 18.7 percent, in Gaza 6 percent; the 
figure for Egypt is 5.7 percent

1 
for the United Arab Emirates 5.8 

percent and for Yemen 5.6 percent. 

Traditional Position 

After noting the alleged absence of employment opportunities for 
Palestinian women, the . SC Report comments that these same women, 
presumably taking advantage of employment opportunities, are being 
uprooted "from their trad~tional posi tion in society." 

It ls valid, of course, to explore how women' s employment may 
affect a traditional culture, weighing this against ho; it can help 
women to gain dignity. The complex question of the needs of women as 
individuals as against the demands of family and community is hardly 
restricted to Palestinian women; it affects women in all modern and 
modernizing societies. This -is not an issue of Israeli policy, which 
seeks neither to encourage nor dissuade Palestinian women from 
working, for the very reason that Israel wishes to avoid accusations 
that it is imposing its values on a traditional Arab culture . Arab 
girls generally work for only a short time before marriage. Their 
youth and early marriage inhibit the acquisition of job skills . Thus 
Arab (including Palestinian) women tend to be confined to unskilled 
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occupations. Once married, traditional mores inhibit them from 
working outside the home.2 

Conclusion 

With regard to employment, Palestinian women in Israel, the West 
Bank .and . Gaza, are better off than women generally in Arab co~ntries. 
Israel has opened up new job opportunities for those women who choose, 
of tAeir own accord, to seek employment. 
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WORKINC CONDITIONS 

Unfortunately in many countries, women's working conditions are 
inferior· to those of men. The SG Report provides a distorted pi"cture 
of the working conditions of Palestinian women, inaccurately portray­
ing them as "exploited," poorly paid workers who work illegally and 
receive no health or other benefits (par. 39). The Report mentions 
three categories 'of Palestinian working women: women employed legally 
in Israel; women employed legally in the West Bank and Gaza; and women 
working illegally in Israel. Each category merits separate considera­
tion. 

Legal Employment in Israel 

The SG Report fails to mention a key institution in the lives of 
Palestinian women employed legally in Israel: the union. Israei's 
Histadrut, encompassing 90 percent of the country's workers, actively 
encourages Palestinian men and women who work in Israel to join its 
ranks, though few have actually done so. The Histadrut welcomes 
Palestinians not only because it has always opposed discrimination but 
also because nonunionized workers threaten the wage levels of union­
ized workers. Palestinians who belong to the Histadrut enjoy the same 
benefits as IsraeH members, including severance pay, work accident 
insurance, vacation pay, sick pay, child allowances, clothing allow­
ances, a spouse allowance, religious holiday pay, access to health 
services and medical insurance.1 

Most Palestinian men and women who work in Israel choose not to 
join the Histadrut because they do not wish to be seen cooperating 
with Israel.2 Nonetheless, even these workers benefit from collective 
agreements reached by the Histadrut covering the enterprises where 
they work. 

What effect does working in Israeli factories have on Palestinian 
women workers? According to Raymonda Tawil, a Palestinian writer, 
equality has increased the women's self-esteem. In many cases, they 
were the only wage earners in their family, and it was precisely this 
role as breadwinner that .imposed a great responsibility upon them and 
at the same time gave them a feeling of dignity.3 

Legal Employment in the West Bank and Gaza 

What of Palestinian women who work in the West Bank and Gaza? 
Free union activity exists .in the territories, and as of 1985 there 
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are 31 unions in the West Bank and seven in Gaza. 

If a small percentage of West Bank and Gaza workers, as compared 
with Israeli workers, are unionized, this is not suiprising. Loc~l 
economies have been and remain largely agricultural and therefore 
unreceptive to unionization. Nonetheless, the Israeli administration 
in the territories has taken actions to improve local working 'condi­
tions including some intended to assist women in particular. It has 
regulated work hours, protected the right to not work at night, banned · 
womeri's empl~~men~ in dangerous 09cupations, and increased maternity 
leave from . 21' ~o 45 days. · 

Perhaps the ·best evidence of the progress in employment made by· 
Palestinian women working in t~e West Bank and Gaza is the number of 
women working in teaching and other white-collar jobs. In the West 
Bank, there are 363 female school directors, 6,475 teachers~ and 655 
health service workers.4 These women are· riot only benefiting per­
sonally from the experience gained in these occupations, but they are 
assisting members of their community to live productive lives. 

!~legal Employment in Israel 

. The ·third category of Palestinian working women are those who 
ch~ose · i~ work ·illegally in Israel. What motivates this choice? The 
f,imi lies. of these young women, wishing guida·nce and protection for 
theni, :fai,r .Prey to the Rais, an illegal labor recruiter who hires them 
out 'to tiotel;s ',' restaurants and agriCultural enterprises and deprives 
them of a high percentage of their wages. Th~ Israeli governmerit seeks 
t~ st~~~ ~he 'tide of illegal workers and has no . interest in perpetua­
ti~g ·sucfr ·circumvention of the law, including tax evasion and the 
prohibition ;3gain·st· employing youths under 17. The Histadrut :actively 
tries · to persuade illegals to work legally and to join the union since 
illegals drive down all work~rs' wages. 

The SG Report notes that Palestinian women generally fill jobs at 
the lower end of pay scales. This is true -- but so do women in many 
c9unfries, a~ anyone familiar with the condit'ion of women internation­
a.Uy knows. In Canada, . for instance, women typically earn between 
s·o-·60 percent as much as men. The reasons· for this are multiple. In 
short, it is a widespread ·problem in many regions that should be 
addressed by the Nairobi Conference. · 

Conclusion 

Many a'spects o·f the . situation of Palestinian women "deplored" in 
the SG Report are the v~ry problems discussed in the Nairobi Confer­
ence ~ocument on women in developing countries. · Palestinian *orking 
women in the West Bank and Gaza share. problems that face women in 
develo~ing and ·even developed countries, but by any measure their 
working conditions have improved since 1967. 
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EDUCATION 

Education provides the foundation for future employment and for 
citizen participation in cultural and public life. In its discussion 
of education provid~d by UNRWA as well as by private Arab institu­
tions, from the preschool to vocational tri:llning, the SG Report 
high Ugh.ts al.leged Israeli haFassment of Palestinian. students •. ·Such 
incidents have to be viewed from the perspect'ive of Israeli security 
requirements in the face of the sometimes violent student demonstra­
tions. In any event, the SG Report barely discusses the broader 
question of education, much less gives an account of Israeli contribu~ 
tions to education in the West Bank and Gaza. · · : · . .: · .:.2 

Literacy 

Literacy is the basis for all further education. In the West 
Bank and Gaza, the rate of illiteracy has dee.lined since 1967, placing 
residents of these regions ahead of ~rab countries. from 1970 to 
19~4, the percentage of illiterate women declined in the. West Bank 
from 65 to 39 and in Gaza from 65 to 37. . In Arab countries, -the 
percentage . of ili iterate women . is higher: Aiger.ia ( 1982) 68, Egypt 
(1976) ·77, Jordan (1979) 49, Saudi Arabia (1980) 87, Syria (1975) 76.1 . . 

Paralleling the rise in litetacy ls the increase in the number of 
students at all educational levels. The overall student population of 
the West Bank and Gaza grew 104 percent between.1967 and 1985 while 
the schooi - age population increased only 28 percent~ The number of 
school girls aged 5-18 increased 125.3 percent, reflecting a jump - ~n 
attendance at all three school levels: elementary and junior hig~ 
(both compulsory) and high school ( voi'untary). 2 

Five universities have been estabi'ished in the administered 
territories since 1967. Similarly ·from 1980 to 1985 the number of 
women students doubled (from 2, 599 to 4,680) in teachers• seminaries 
and .agricultural, technical and paramedical colleges . 3 _ .. 

Vocational Schools 

Since 1968, Israeli ·government-supported vocational ~chools have 
trained 55,000 West Bank and Gaza young women and men. Today, there 
are 23 of these. schools, 18 in the West Bank and five in Gaza. Nine 
of these offer courses where women learn more "traditional"· skills 
such as sewing, knitting and weaving, useful at home as well as in the 
workplace, and newer skills such as driving instruction. Thus far, 
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about 10,000 women have enrolled in these courses, 7,000 from the West 
Bank and 3,000 from Gaza. These courses, which are publicized in the 

. media, are free of charge and .attending students receive a small 
stipend and work clothes. 

The quality of the instruction stude~~s receive in the govern­
ment-financed training centers is proved by the fact that graduates 
easily find employment in Arab countries, where they sometimes serve 
as instructors. The International Labor Office's (ILO) reports on this 
subject describe the· vocational schools as a "positive feature" of 
Israel's involvement with Palestinians. Israel affirms .that the 
schools have facilitated "the access of women to remunerated employ­
ment" and have helped to evolve new "ideas and traditions on this 
issue. 11 4 · 

Conclusion 

In addition to UNRWA and private efforts, Israel g~vernment­
funded schools have contributed significantly to enlarging and 
improving education~! opportunities for West Bank and Gaza inhabi­
tants. In turn, the advances in education have opened up better 
employment opportunities. 
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·HEALTH 

The SG Report deal~ extensively with health conditions in the 
West Bank and Gaza, cl ting UNRWA' s activities almost exclusively and 
leaving the reader with the mistaken impression that since 1967 
conditions have worsened. It makes only passing reference to "inade­
quate" Israeli improvements in heal th services. In fact, genuine 
progress in upgrading health conditions has been achieved since 1967, 
much of it the result of Israeli efforts. This has been achieved 
despite the long lead time needed to develop health service i,nfra­
structures and the r.eluctance.of many inhabitants to give up their 
adherence to traditional practices, such as childbirth at home rather 
than in hospitals. 

Hi.storical Context 

Prior to 1967, the level of public health in the West Bank and 
Gaza was relatively low - - 9haracter1stic of a developing region. 
Malnutrition, infectious .diseases and high infant mortality rates 
prevailed. A poor sewerage system, overcrowding in refugee camps, lack 
of running water in homes and a concomitantly low level of personal 
and family hygiene made conditions particularly bad in Gaza . Hospi­
tals, especially in Gaza, were poorly equipped, overcrowded and, as in 
most developing areas, underst~ffed. 

Preventive an.d Cu.rat.J,ve Services: Israel's Heal th Can~ Po.}.icy 

- Israel has undertaken to establish a strong infrastructure to 
provide comprehensive health services to Gaza and the West Bank. Plans· 
include sustained development of health resources and facilities. 
Special concern for the needs of women and· children, demonstrated by a 
range of programs to control disease and establish basic sanitation 
and other primary care servic~s, has guided health care planning. 

Underlying Israeli health care policy is the basic principle that 
local needs are best served by· local facilities. A well-equipped and 
well-staffed local health care system, leading to reduced dependence 
on regional medical centers is being established . Thus, numerous 
clinics have been scattered through urban and rural areas. In 1968, 
for example, there were 89 general medical clinics in the West Bank. 
Now 148 rural and urban clinics and health centers provide compre­
hensive primary care· and preventive and curative services. Between 
1975 and 1982, visits to clinics in the West Bank rose 125 percent, in 
Gaza by 80 percent. 
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The Israeli approach contrasts with Jordan's, where good medical 
facilities are concentrated in large cities like Amma~, and services 
are poor for the nomadic Bedouins. Indeed, Jordan has a higher 
infant mortality rate · as well as fewer hospital beds per 1,000 
population than do Gaza and the West Bank. · 

Maternal and Child Health (MCH) 

israel has place~ speci~l emphasis on improving maternal and 
child care . Before 1967 MCH care was very limited. In Gaza ·where . 
there were · only nine centers 'in the · refugee camps, Israel has 
established 24 new MCH centers, providing a center in every village. 
Similarly, there has been a fourfold increase in the number of MCH 
centers in the West Bank (from 23 in 1968 to 95 in 1983) and more than 
50 percent increase in general .community clinics (from 89 in 1968 to 
148 fn '1983).1 

Nutritional aid to pregnant women now includes fetal and infant 
development. The Israel government provides vitamins A and D and 
folic iron free of charge to all inf ants in the area. 

Before 1~67, over 90 percent of ~eliveries in Gaza took place at 
home under ·the· care of · traditional birth attendants (day as) who had no 
formal training 'or supervision . ln ·1970, Israel established a school 
for rtifdwi ves in Nablus . 

Over the years, partly because of Israeli-sponsored education 
programs, there has been increasing utilization of hospitals for 
maternity care. In Gaza the rate of hospital : births rose from less 
than 10 percent in 1967 to 75 percent in 1983. ·In the West Bank, the 
rate increased from 13.5 percent in 1968 to 48 percent in 1983. But · 
the practice 'of using traditional midwives for childbirth is still 
prevalent .in these areas. In mid-1983, to further increase hospital 
deliveries, Israel lowered hospital charges for noninsured mothers by 
50 percent.2 · 

With regard to child health care, the SC Report admits that there 
is insufficient statis.tical information ·to permit "an objective 
evaluation of children's nutritional status.~ However, it criticizes 
Israel by implication in citing the allegedly low birth weight of West 
Bank and Gaza infants. In adducing the statistics tha.t 6.8 percent of 
We~t Bank infants and o~er 5.2 percent of Gaza infants weighed under 
2.5 kgm at birth, it does not mention that 10 percent is considered .a 
goal for developing countries and that this has not been ac~ieved even 
in some developed countries, including parts of the United States.3 

The SG Report cites the Expanded Program of Immunization as an 
es.sential element of MCH, and mentions a 1983 World Health Organi­
zation (WHO) report that includes the West Bank and Gaza in "areas of 
control" for six childhood diseases that constitute public health 
problems in almost all developing countries. Though it refers to 
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UNRWA's immunization work, it .fails to mention the Israel government's 
contribution to the program. 

WHO noted in 1984 during its. visit to schools in the West Bank 
and Gaza that ''the general appearance of the children indicates 
satisfactory nutritional status ••. Hygiene seems good and the health 
status of the children seemed satisfactory." 

Israel, in October 1984, with funds provided by the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), established the Child Development 
Center in Ramallah to provide care for children with physical or 
mental development problems. Althoug~ not completed by the end of 
1984, the Center had over 50 patients. Preparations are under way for 
centers in Hebron, Nablus and Gaza. 

Health Facilities and Servi~e Costs 

The SG Report (par. 56) comments on an "insufficient number of 
hospital beds" and "the high cost of hospitalization." To be sure, in 
certain districts the absolute number of hospital beds hds remained 
constant despite the population increase. The reason is that the 
population's health has improved. Specifically, the rates of tuber­
culosis and mental illness have declined. Hospitals formerly used for 
patients with these diseases have now been converted by Israel to meet 
current needs. The · issue is not the absolute number of beds but 
rather whether necessary health services are being provided. The 
general hospital bed ratio (in both government and private hospitals) 
is 1.4 per 1,000 population in the West Bank and 1.8 - 1.9 per 1,000 
in Gaza, surpassing Jordan's ratio of 0.86 per 1,000.4 

Regarding risi.ng health care costs -- a problem in most countries 
-- many health services, especially maternal and child health care, 
are provided free of charge. Partial health care insurance was 
introduced in the West Bank in 1973 and in Gaza in 1976. In 1978 a 
new voluntary health insurance plan was introduced to provide West 
Bank and Gaza inhabitants with comprehensive . service in all health 
care facilities in Israel. Noninsured persons receive care through 
charfrable organizations or private medical services. 

As to the SG Report's charge of antiquated equipment, the example 
of the Shifa hospital in Gaza should be cited. WHO noted the ex­
ten.sive redevelopment of this hospital and stated that it "should 
constitute a high-technology referral center." Of special interest to 
women is its large new obstetrics department. Similarly, the Nasser 
Children's Hospital in Gaza was expanded and renovated in 1978 and the 
number of its beds increased. Ramallah Hospital, .a neonatal care 
unit, was opened in 1980. Caritas Hospital in Bethlehem, a newly 
rebuilt voluntary public pediatr le hospital, operates a modern, 
well-equipped special-care unit serving premature babies from the 
entire region. 
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Mental Health 

The SG Report infers that . occupa.tion has caused a "deterioration 
of mental well-being and an increase of mental diseases, particularly 
of neuroses" in the West Bank. The ·inference is that this results 
from the "occupa~ion.~ T~ere is no concrete dat~ to support this . 
ci.aim • ._ The .inci.dence of mental illn.ess in .. the W~st Bank ·and Gaza may . 
be as hJg.h a·s it is in the Middle East g~ner:ally, an ,.:frea_..now . under- . 
goin.g the ~t-rain.s '"of.. moderni~ation.5 . .. · · · · · · · 

Training of Health Care Staff 

: ... s ~.~ilar ly, the SG , Report's charge o.f ins_uffic:'ient health care . 
profes~io.nals. _1.n the administered terr:lto.rles is . . unfol!nded .• '. Israel ... 
has . emph.as ized the t _raining loc~lly of . nursing -a-~d · par:am~dlcal . staff .• ·. 
Example~. of. _trai~ing ·centers for _nurses that are. un9ergol~g constant 
improvement anl development are the:. Sh if a Hosp-ital. Nursin·g Schooi in . . 
Gaza , .opened' in. 1973 and expanded in · 1975, ·which graduated 57"6 · 
practical nurses ~Y the end ot 1983, a~~ -the. ~amallah School for 
Registered Nurses opened_ in 1971. 

Certainly, there could be more health 6are .$taff in the terri­
tories: the problem is that, because of t·hefr· training, West Bank· and 
Gaza l)ealt.h :personnel are in high .demand . i_n. Arab countries, particu­
la.rly .the · .Gu~f st.ates; . . and . in pursuit of ~high~r . salari~s, they 
e~igrate . . ... Even. so, the·. t~)tal num.ber of nurses . practicing . in the · 
t~rri.tories has. morE'. th.an doubled • . Jn Gaza tt:\er~ w~re 97 doctors in 
1967. and by .1982. ttiere wer~ .242 • . -West Bank stat.istics . show a similar 
rise.6·: · Alt.hough t _he t~rritodes ·have ari ov~r~upply of docto:rs, there 
is . a shortage of specialists there as . in ~srael. . . . .. .· . 

. I ; : ; .~ :· : , 

Co~clusion : ~: .. · · .: . 

. ~ii;ic~· . . 19._67 ; . ·the Israeli authorfties have ·provided the West B~_nk 
and Gaza with preventive ~ealth care systems, upgraded hosplta1 care 
and advanced training for health workers. The result has · been a· major 
reduction in mortality r~tes and the establishment of a health 
s~rvices system that is superior to those Tn most ·developing 
countrtes.:-. ·. 

··': , .··· 

· :· .· 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION 

The SG Report states that "insufficient water supply, pollution 
of the drinking water, [and] low standards of . . . sewage and waste 
disposal" remain some of "the es·sential problems of environmental 
health" in t he West Bank and Gaza (par. 69). The Report implies that 
these conditions are a result of the Israeli occupation. 

A major factor affecting the health of a population is the 
availabili ty of adequate supplies of potable water and an environ­
menta~ly sound sewage and · waste disposal system. Deficiencies in 
these services are endemic to t he developing cduntries. Before 1967, 
these services were severely lacking in the West Bank and Gaza. In 

· r~cent yeats, in cooperation with Arab municipalities, the Israeli 
administration has improved environmentdl health services, which the 
SG Report fails to acknowledge. 

Availability of Potable Water 

Advances have been made in developing safe, chlorinated drinking · 
water systems ~o serve Palest inian urban areas an~ larger villages. 
Since 1967 ~ more than 60 West Bank vill~~es have been _connected to 
central water supplies. Potable and safe water, ~herefore, reaches 
homes .in ~ome 90 of the largest villdges in the region. This service 
is being extended to smaller villages throughout the area. 

Israeli water standards have been applied to the West Bank and 
Gaza. A safe water supply in these areas was achieved in 1978, with . 
bacteriologica l monitoring and prevent ive chlorination . Water 
standards are regularly monitored by district sanitarians in Gaza and 
the West Bank.1 

Sewage and Waste Disposal 

Before 1967, sewage collection and disposal systems did not meet 
the requirements of the local population. The lack of adequate and 
safe water supplies for agriculture and home use led some local 
residents to use sewage water for irrigation. This practice could 
indeed adversely affect the health of the local populations. Since 
1970, however, this dangerous practice has been prohibited.2 

Large-scale development of sewage collection systems and treat­
ment plants for urban areas is under way, requiring significant 
financial input and implementation time. The sewerage system in Gaza 
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has been enlaTged and new sewage collection systems and treatment 
plants built to service municipalities and refugee camps throughout 
th~ region. Additional sewerage systems are being planned. Routine 
testing of sewage for vibrio cholera and other enteric bacteria began 
in 1981.3 Sewage collection systems in most West Bank urban areas 
have been extended and ~eequipped, and sewage treatment plants built 
in Jenln, Tulkarem, Ramallah, and Hebron. Master planning has been 
completed for ot~er loQalities • . 

. ~olid waste collection and disposal facilities in the West Bank 
and ~ai~ ~ave .. be~n e~~anded and modernized in recent yea~s. D~ring . 
the past 12 yea.rs' municipali t ie·s with modern equipment have been 
collecting garbage in most urban areas.4 In Gaza, additional dumpin~ ·· 
lots_ hav~ . been. op.ened. in ar~as where contamination of ground water 
will ·be avoid'ed, and sever·a1 localities are processing solid waste 
intd :compo~t ,for agti~ultu~~l use.5. · · 

Malaria Control 

Strong : evi4ence . ~f improved environmental health conditions after . 
1967 is fhe eradication of malaria. WHO ·declared the West Bank· 
malaria-free in 1970, and malaria control was achieved in Gaza in 
1971.-

. . 1.·. 
Conclusion· ·· 

Environmental health conditions .in the West Bank and Gaza have 
been improved significantly un.der the Isr.aeli admin~stratton. ·sus­
tained ·large-scale qevelopment of water supplJes and of sewage and 
refuse disposal systems will continue to contribute to the improve­
ment of conditions in. these territories . 

... : . 

* * 

·Obviously, Palesti~ian women in the West B~nk and Gaza do not 
enjoy untroubled lives. As this digest has pointed out, these women i · 
li~~ other women in developing as well as developed c6untries, face 
man.y · problems. · Som.e inay even be ex.acerbated· by ·living .under "occu­
pation'i -- even a relatively benign oc<;upat.ion.. On the other ha_nd, . 
the SG Report is destgne.d to find fault not fact. It condemns but· 
does not analyze and propose _remedial measures. Bringing balance to 
the discussion of the situation of Palestinian women in the West Bank 
and Gaza, it is hoped, will enable participants at the Nairobi 
Conference to see that issue in ·a proper light. The Co~ferente will 
thus be able better to fulfill its authentic purpose of advancing the 
equality of women in the years ahead. 
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After 4~ years, the war with Iraq has become institutionalized in Iran: 
the public has learned to co-exist with all the attendant hardships. 
However, recent escalation of the conflict, resulting in missile and bomb 
attacks on the capital and the main cities, has jolted the civilian popu­
lation. Blackouts, shortages of basic commodities, and night raids, together 
with occasional guerrilla attacks (in January and February 1985), have 
renewed waves of anxiety and insecurity. 

In March, Iranian airspace was declared a war zone by the Iraqis, resulting 
in the suspension of all international flights. To date, flights have not 
been restored to a regular schedule, and only Swissair makes short stopovers 
at the southern port of Bandar Abbas by using the Gulf route. Iranair tries 
to maintain regular flights to Europe thr ough Russian airspace. 

Observers maintain that the regime needs the war as a justification for 
problems in other spheres, and they share an outlook for continuing war 
and growing domestic unrest . 

In face of a deteriorating economy, the Government has imposed additional 
restrictions on the private sector and fo reign trade to limit the continuing 
drain on foreign exchange. Unemployment is gowing, and there is little 
future prospect for work. Inflation officially stands at 12.8%; however, 
reliable sources maintain that this figure is distorted - and when subsidies, 
rents and free- market purchases are taken into consideration, the actual 
figure is nearer to 100%. .· 

Travel restrictions for Iranians . have eased markedly, and the number of 
Iranians traveling in and out of the country has grown significantly during 
the past year. While the Regime is readily issuing passports, there 
remains a blacklist of citizens who are not permitted to travel. 

Limitation of foreign exchange to travelers has become even more restrictive. 
In early July regulations changed to allow passengers on Iranair - who had 
heretofore been permitted to leave with $500 at official rates - to leave 
now with only $300 ~ passport - no matter how many individuals are included 
in one passport. Those who choose other airlines - who were heretofore 
entitled to leave with $200 - may now perhaps be entitled to no foreign 
exchange whatsoever. 

The process of Islamization continues, affecting all aspects of life. The 
.. Regime - particularly its fundamentalist wing - resorts to terror- in imposing 

strict adherence to Islamic moral codes and dress. Those most affected are 
the Westernized middle class, whose mores and conduct continually provoke the 
Islamic zealots. 

I 
Persecution of dissidents and members of the Bahai faith continues. However, 
these groups have succeeded in attracting the Western media to more sustained 
reporting on human rights violations. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Though the present regime has officially recognized and tolerated the Jews 
as an "official religious minority.," it has placed them in a decidedly 
inferior status. With the Islamization of the country, Jews - like members 
of other official religious minorities - are becoming more and more isolated 
from the mainstream of Iranian life, and are vulnerable to the whims of 
officials and/or members of the general public who wish to take a stand 
against them. The Government's strong anti-Zionist policy does not directly 
affect its relations with the community per se; however, it remains a source 
of constant apprehension and anxiety for every community member . 

Travel 

Despite the liberalization of conditions on travel abroad for the general 
population, Jews continue to be at a disadvantage. The first official 
mention of a ban on Jews to travel was made by the Jewish MP Nikrooz in 
his parliamentary speech in April, and was reported in both the local press 
and opposition newspapers abroad. (The full text is enclosed.) The commu­
nity was hopeful that Nikrooz' efforts would bring about a solution to the 
problem; however, to date there has been no significant development, and 
any Jew leaving the country officially must continue to go first through an 
ext·ensive interview at the Office of the Prime Minister, followed by a . 
demand for pledges and guarantees that he will return and that members of 
his family will not leave the country in his absence. Passports of family 
members must be deposited with the authorities to ensure that the family 
remains in the country. Some exceptions have been made in cases of the 
elderly and the sick. 

Pesa ch 

As in previous years, on the instructions of the Prime Minister and the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, all Jewish government employees and servicemen 
were granted eight days' leave to observe Pesach. 

Anjoman Kalimian 

The long struggle between the moderates and the hard-line Intellectuals for 
control of the Anjoman may have finally come to an end with the legal regis­
tration of a newly elected Anjoman Kalimian Board comprised of Intellectual 
sympathizers. (See attached translation of a Ministry of Justice notice of 
the results of the election.) Though .the moderates have always had, and 
still have, more popular support in the community, they were unable to halt 
the Intellectuals from gaining power because very few moderates were willing 
to commit themselves or become involved in communal affairs, and risk intimi­
dation and harassment from opposition factions within the community. 

! 

In the last three years, the Intellectuals pressed for new elections, inter­
vened with the authorities, and constantly challeneged the legality of the 
Anjoman as it has been recently constituted, on grounds that some of the 
elected Board members had left Iran, leaving an Anjoman Kal~mian whose 
resulting decreased size did not conform to official regulations. 
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Last October the Intellectuals convinced the Government to set a date for 
Anjoman elections with less than a week's notice - taking both the Jewish 
leadership and the community by surprise. As a result, only a very small 
percentage of those eligible to vote participated - out of a Tehran Jewish 
population of approximately 15,000, only 640 went to the polls - and six 
candidates from the Intellectuals were elected with a negligible number of 
votes. 

Both the procedures and the results were unacceptable to many of the leader­
ship, and some of them protested to the authorities and the Ministry of 
Interior. The outgoing Chairman expressed his concern about the consequences 
of having an Anjoman Kalimian led by and closely identified with the Intellec­
tuals for fear that this may place the Jewish cot11II1unity in a vulneralbe 
position vis-a-vis the general public. He also expressed his concern about 
the possible disintegration of the Anjoman Kalimian if it does not command 
the support and respect of a large segment of the community. 

It is too early to judge what the effects of this new Anjoman will be on 
the community and its structure. Since their inception after the Revolution, 
the Intellectuals supported the Regime's strong anti-Zionist, anti-~mperialisr 
stance. However, general disillusionment in the outcome of the Revolution 
may have moderated their views. 

The outgoing Chairman withheld the transfer of papers, documents and deeds 
to the new Board for fear they may mishandle communal assets and property. 
He took legal action in this regard, but did not succeed. He has now turned 
over the material to the Chief Rabbi, who at last no~~ce had also not effected 
the transfer. 

Education 

In January the Ministry of Education, through its Supervisory Council, issued 
a summary of rules, regulations and procedures governing the schools of 
religious minorities. (Translation of full text is enclosed.) 

A review of these guidelines clearly shows the extent of governmental control 
and restrictions imposed on the curriculum of all religious minority schools. 
Obversely, these same detailed regulations may serve to protect the minority 
schools from less tolerant officials and directors. (See enclosed cover page 
and translation of article on Jewish education which appeared this year in 
Roshd Moalem, a quarterly magazine for teachers and p~incipals published and 
distributed nationwide by the Research and Project Department of the Ministry 
of Education.) 

The enrollment of 4,362 Jewish children registered in Jewish schools dropped 
by approximately 10% during the school year due to diminution nf ·the community. , 
As a result of the limitations imposed by the Government, the hours of reli­
gious studies in Jewish schools were reduced and courses had to be taught in 
Farsi. To maintain the level of Jewish content, supplementary classes for 
teaching Hebrew, Torah, Siddur, etc. were organized in the Synagogues. 
According to the most recent reports, Jewish schools are pehnitted to include 
the following number of hours of instruction of Jewish subjects: lOhours/week 
for primary school students; 8 for orientation-level (junior high school) 
students; and 6 for high school students . The number of hours for supplementary 
Jewish studies varies from school to school. 
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Welfare 

Through the Anjoman, winter and Passover relief was extended to families in 
need in Tehran and the provinces. For Pesach 5~ tons of rice, 1 ton of meat 
and chicken, 1 ton of matza, and 300 kilos of oil were distributed, and 
direct cash grants were made. 



TRANSLATION 

Dr. Nikrooz's Speech in Parliament 
April 8, 1985 

(Reprinted in Tamuz-Keyhan and other Farsi newspapers both locally and abroad) 

One of the distinctive characteristics of the Islamic Revolution was its 
non-alignment with the Superpowers and the ability to stand up to their 
impositions. t.Jhat is obvious in today's world is that a policy of non­
alignment, and wanting to be independent, is not an easy accomplishment. 
It is a pleasure to note that with revolutionary patience and intelligence, 
the Iranian.nation was able to resolve these problems one after the other; 
and, crd willing, with Iran's final victory and the end of the war, the nation 
will shoulder-to-shoulder rebuild the country and take effective strides in 
the advancement of revolutionary goals. 

The Jews of Iran are determined to continue living in this country with 
honor and serve their nation. We have always considered Iran as our country 
and we condemn any wrong thoughts and deviating ideas that wish to associate 
the Jews of Iran with events abroad and the various •:isms". As the records 
of several centuries of Jewish life in Iran have ~roved, Jews love the cul­
ture of this country. 

At the present, the services that the Jews of Iran render to the Islamic 
Republic and their fellow Iranians in proportion to their numbers are valuable. 
Maybe it is not necessary to elaborate on the number of Iranian Jews in the 
medical profession and the medical services, which is quite considerable. 
This is a proof of the attachment of the Iranian Jews to their country and 
the people. 

Despite the evil of Imperialist and Zionist propaganda, and their agents 
who try to insinuate to the world that religious minorities in Iran are 
under pressure, I - in my position as the representative of the Iranian 
Jews in the Islamic Republic Parliament--off icially declare that fortunately 
the Islamic Republic has shown the minorities the necessary respect, among 
them the J ews. At present we have no major problems, and any issues that 
have come up we have been ·able to overcome with complete understanding and 
good will. The only problem that presently exists is the legal exit and 
re-entry of our Jewish brothers and sisters from the country. In our 
contacts with the authorities they expressed their good will and have given 
us their promise to resolve this issue in the soonest possible time. While 
thanking those in charge, I hope that in the near future we will see the 
solution to this problem. 

Considering the increase of the Iraqis' criminal attacks on our cities and 
the injuring and killing of civilians, which is contrary to all human and 
international codes, I deem it necessary to declare the Jewish community's 
disgust and condemnation pf these aggressive acts. 

In conclusion, I invite all fellow Jews to pray for the Imam's health and 
the victory and success of the Nation during Pesach services at the 
Synagogues. 

Dr. Manuchehr Nikrooz 
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TRANSLATION: 

Bulletin from the Jo_int Chief of Staff's HQ dated 
March 19, 1985 instructing all units and departments 
to grant leave April 7-14 to Jewish personnel and 
conscripts in the service of the Islamic Republic's 
Arm~d Forces.to enable them to observe Pesach (Moses' 
uprising against the tyranny of the Pharo,hs) and 
perform their religious rites. 

Signed: Col. Ismail Sohrabi 

cc: Dr. Manuchehr Nikrooz - Jewish MP to the Majlis 

-
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TRANSLATION 

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 

GENERAL REGISTRATION OFFICE 

May 1985 

Notice of Appointment of the Tehran Anjoman Kalimian Board Members 
Registration 6 

~) According to conclusi ve minutes of the Anjoman Kalimian Meeting held 
on November 1, 1984, the following were elected as Board of Directors 
for the Tehran Anjoman Kalimian for a period of 3 year s: 

Dr . Manuchehr Eliassi 
Sion Yaghoub Barkhordar 
Youssef Khakshoor 
Rahmatollah Rahmian 
Feizollah Saketkhoo 
Davoud Ismailzadeh-Hakimi 
Houshan Honouni 
Shokrollah Seneh 
Sion Lalezari 
Shmouel Aghel 
Dr . Mussa Kermani. 

2) According to the Minutes of the Board of Directors' Meeting held on 
January 10, 1985: 

Dr. Manuchehr Eliassi was elected Chairman 
Moussa Kermani ~ . 
Si L 1 . . ...• • •....•.•.... Vice-Chairmen on a ezari 
Sion Uriel .•• . . . • ......... ........ Treasurer 
Shmouel Aghel ~ 
Y b B kh d ....•.........• Inspectors agou ar or ar 
Ismailzadeh Hakimi .....•..•.•..... Supplies Officer 
Rehmatollah Rahmian .• . ......• . .... Secretary 

(Signed) 
General Department of 

Company and Industrial Ownership 



TRANSLATION May 1985 

CIRCULAR TO ALL SYNAGOGUES 

Please have the following letter and attached notice read to the congregation 
on the eve and morning of Shabbat: 

"Shabbat Shalom 

Fellow Jews, Brothers and Sisters: . 

It is with great pleasure that we inform you that the newly elected 
Board of Directors for the Tehran Anjoman Kalimian has been legally 
registered . 

We hope with the help of G-d and with your cooperation, we will be 
able to perform the duties assigned to us and serve our counnunity 
in the best possible way. 

Attached is the official and legal notice of registration. 

Dr. Manuchehr Eliassi 
Chairman, Anjoman Kalimian" 



IN THE NAME OF ALLAH 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE OF THE MlNETER 

To: Brother Hossein Khoshnovisan 

No. 38334/2 

October 25, 1984 

By this decree, you are appointed as my representative with full 
authority to· the Supervisory Commission for schools for religious 
minorities . 

I hope, with the help of G-d, you will put all your efforts into 
this task, and by benefitting from the guidance of .Imam Khomeini, 
you will succeed in advancing the sacred goals of the Islamic 
Revolution . 

cc: Ministry of Interior 
Ministry of Islamic Guidance 
Ministr y of Foreign Affairs 
Ministry of the Revolutionary Guards 

(Signed) 

Seyed Kazem Akrami 
Minister of Education 

Head Office, Ministry of Education Tehran Province 
Legal Office of the Majlis (Parliament) 
Central Offices for Administration 



TRANSLATION 

ISLAMI C REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
MINI STRY OF EDUCATION 

IN THE NAME OF G-D 

SUMMARY OF RULES, REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES 
RELATED TO SCHOOLS FOR RELIGIOUS MINORITIES 

By: 

The Supervi sory Commi ssion for . 
Religi ous Minori ties ' Schools 

Tehran, January 1985 



In the Name of G-d, the Merciful, the Compassionate 

To : Head Office - Ministry of Education, Tehran Province 

To coordinate education , training and administration of recognized religious 
minorities - Chris t ians, Jews and Zoroastrians - the following guidelines have 
been compiled to facilitate decision- making ... : 

A) SUPERVISORY CO~ITSSION FOR RELIGIOUS MINORITIES' SCHOOLS 

On the instructions of the Prime Minis ter, a Commission was set up in Tehran 
to coordinate and resolve problems related to schools of religious minorities. 
This Commission was formed from representatives of : 

1) Ministry of Islamic Guidance 
2) Ministry of Revolutionary Guards 
3) Ministry of Interior 
4) Ministry of Education 
5) Tehran Province Department of Education 
6) Ministry of Education Area Offices - where schools are located 
7) Non-permanent member . 

The Commission has been meeting weekly on a regular basis. to fulfill the 
requirements and resolve problems in the quickest possibl e time. 

Therefore , all Area Offices of the Ministry of Education should channel any 
problems that may arise to the Commission as quickl y as possible, to enable 
the Commission to review t he issue at the first possible meeting and respond 
in writing . .. 

B) WEEKLY SCHEDULES OF RELIGIOUS MINORITY SCHOOLS 

tleekly schedules and hours of work for schools of r eligious minorities will 
follow those of national schools,.which are announced each scholastic year ... 

1) Khas Schools (Special Minority Schools) are schools where all, or the 
majority, of students are followers of that minority. 

2) Students of religious minorities attending national schools -are not 
obligated to attend Koran or (Islamic) religious studies classes . 

C) TEXTBOOKS FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES OF MINORITIES 

Due to the importance of this matter, we are enclosing a copy of the directives 
and decisions reached at the High Council ' s 260th Meeting of (1983) . . . Further­
more, for your information, listed below ar e steps taken thereafter. , 

1) Based on the decisions of the High Council • .. the Program and Research 
. Department for Education prepared and published textbooks for religious 

-1-

I 
I 

I 
I 



-2-

minorities (Cotmnon Section). These books were and will be distributed nation­
wide to all Educational Areas: /The text goes on to list all such books, and 
specifies for which grades they ~hould be used.:../ 

2) Books approved by the Program and Research Department (Special Section) 

According to Article 4 of the directives of the High Council for Education, 
the Jewish and Zoroastrian minorities submitted their proposed textbooks 
to the Program and Research Department . After approval, these textbooks 
were published by each respective minority and distributed among students 
as follows: 

A) Religious studies textbooks for the Jewish minority (Special Section) 
. entitled Jewish Religi~us Studies and Culture - second grade primary to 
third year secondary levels - were published after approval by the 
Ministry and distributed to students attending Jewish minority schools. 
These courses are to be taught at special classes. (Procedures for 
forming these classes and grading will follow in this report . ) 

Q) (Same as Item _! for Zoroastrians) 

£) Religious studies textbooks for the Assyrian minority are in 
process. After approval they will be published and distributed. 

N.B. As long as these books have not been approved, Assyrian 
students will use only the textbooks of the Ministry of Education 
for Conunon religious studies. 

_£) Since to date the Armenians have not prepared or submitted text­
books to the Program and Research Department of the Ministry of Edu­
cation, students of this minority can use only those textbooks pub­
lished by the Ministry for Common Re]jgious Studies for Minorities. 

D) RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

According to Article 1 of the Directives, religious minorities are authorized 
to teach their religious literature and language. For this purpose, please 
note the following: 

1) At Special Minority Schools, the teaching of two hours/week of religious 
literature and language as a supplement to literature courses is permissible. 

N.B. Contents of the material to be taught must be submitted for 
approval to the Program and Research Department. Thereafter, texts can be 
printed and courses prepared. As long as this material is not submitted 
and approved, classes for these courses will not convene. 

2) All reading material for these courses prepared by ~ligious leaders 
of a particular minority must first be approved by the Research and Program 
Department of the Ministry. 

3) No grades or credits will be given for courses of re~igious literature 
and language . 

4) Tutors for these courses must be recommended by the respective minorities 
to the Ministry through the appropriate departments for screening . Only 
after approval by the Ministry can they teach at these schools. 
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5) If the minorities deem it necessary to teach religious studies and 
literature more than two hours/week, they can do so on the basis of the 
proceedings in Article z. 

E) OWNERSHIP OF SCHOOL 

Ownership of religious minorities' schools endowed for this purpose will continue 
to belong to the religious bodies of the respective minorities. However, during 
school hours such schools are completely at the disposal of the Ministry of 
Education. After school hours, premises of these schools can be utilized 
according to Article Z of the regulations. 

F) CODE OF CONDUCT OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES' SCHOOLS 

The code. of conduct and disciplinary regulations at minorities' schools must 
follow those of national schools throughout the country. Female students must 
dress in the same way as girls attending national schools (i.e., observe 
Islamic dress code). 

G) EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Minorities can use their school premises after school hours, provided they 
adhere to the following conditions: 

1) Plans for all after-school programs and activi~ies planned by minorities 
must be submitted in writing 15 days prior to the actual date of the event· 
to the director of the school. 

2) Directors of religious minorities' schools must notify the Area Director 
of the Ministry of Education of the above request, so that the request can 
be processed through proper channels to the Supervisory Commission and a 
reply be given as soon as possible. 

3) Applicants must submit their requests for such programs and/or activities 
in detail and have same approved by their respective religious leadership to 
avoid delays in processing. 

4) All proposed activities and programs should not contradict the moral codes 
of an Islamic society . 

5) All political activities (demonstrations, meetings, etc.) on school 
premises must be approved by. both the Supervisory Commission and the 
Ministry of Interior in· Tehran, or the Governors in the provinces. 

6) At all minority schools where there is a church or a synagogue on the 
premises, separate entrances must be provided so that tQere is no inter­
ference by movement of children in religious prayers ana,ceremonies; nor 
will religious services interfere in school programs. 

7) At minority schools, students must go to classes immediately after 
early morning exercises. 't 

8) Holidays for minority schools should total 11 according to the directives 
of the High Council. These days will be announced yearly by the Supervisory 
Commission to the Ministry of Education Area Offices, who will in turn notify 
the schools officially. 
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H) PTA ASSOCIATIONS 

Parents-Teachers Associations for religious minority schools must be formed 
according to the regulations that govern all such associations in the country 
with the objective of advancing educational goals. 

I) DIRECTORS FOR MINORITY SCHOOLS 

Directors for minority schools are appointed on the recommendation of the 
Ministry of Education's Area Directors and on the approval of the Supervisory 
Commission. The Supervisory Commission reserves the right to change these 
direc t ors when necessary. 

N.B. If directors are introduced by the religious leadership of a 
particular minority, the Ministry of Education can select the most suitable 
candidate according to regulations and qualifications. Responsibilities of 
directors at these schools shall be the same as those of national schools. 

J) TEACHERS FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Teachers for extra-curricular activities are appointed by Area Directors of 
the Ministry of Education, as in national schools. In selecting these teachers 
for minority schools, the Prime Minister's instructions are as follows: 

Candidates must be: 

1) Faithful followers of the Imam and genuine believers in the Jurisprudence. 

2) Knowledgeable and aware of the social and political affairs of the 
revolutionary society of Iran. 

3) Acquainted with the culture of the minorities and respectful of them. 

4) Exercisers of Islamic patience in contacts and association with non-Moslems. 

Such teachers do not have the right to spread or promote Islamic beliefs in these 
schools. 

Teachers for extra- curricular activities at these schools must participate in 
orientation sessions organized by the Supervisory Commission to acquaint them 
with the culture of the mino.rities. 

The Supervisory Commission must outline the responsibilities of these teachers, 
and through the Area Of fices of the Ministry of Education advise them of same. 

I 
K) METHODS OF DISTRIBUTION OF TEXTBOOKS FOR RELIGIOUS MINORITY SCHOOLS (Common Sect'n) 

According to Circular 3974/JT dated (September 1984), the Textbooks Printing 
& Distribution Department of the Ministry of Education reque~ted all minority 
schools to submit a breakdown of their enrollment - which they have undoubtedly 
submitted. However, for information, listed below are the methods of distri­
bution of textbooks for forthcoming years. /Deleted/ - -
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L) EXAMINATIONS FOR COURSES OF RELIGIOUS MINORITY STUDIES 

As for all other students, examinations for the first, second and third 
semesters of students of religious minorities will follow the regulations 
stipulated by the High Council. However, as there are special minority 
schools, as well as students of respective minorities who attend national 
schools - and because of the Common and Special religious textbooks used by 
these students for the religious course - it is necessary to note the following: 

l) At religious minority schools, examination results and grades for the 
first semester must be submitted to the school director . 

2) Grades for religious studies courses for minority students attending 
national schools will be processed through the Area Departments of the 
Min1stry of Education. 

3) In the provinces wherever there is a sizeable number of minority 
students attending a national school, respective religious authorities 
of the minorities can organize classes after school to teach religious 
content. Prior approval of the Supervisory Commission is needed for 
such classes. 

4) Second and third semester examination questionnaires will be prepared 
by the Area Offices of the Hinistry based on textbooks in use •• . 

Examinations schedules of religious studies courses for minority 
students will be designated by the Ministry as for.:all other subjects. 
Should there be any problems in this regard, please contact the secretary 
of the Supervisory Commission in Tehran ... 

(Signed) 

Hossein Khoshnovisan 
Representative of the 

Minister of Education at the 
Supervisory Commission for 

Schools of Religious Minorities 



IN THE NAME OF .ALLAH 

DIRECTIVES OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION HIGH COUNCIL 

In executing the directives drawn up at the 217th meeting of the High Council 
of the Ministry of Education which states that no student is exempt from 
religious studies - and considering that students . receive credit for these 
courses - lay-outs and contents of textbooks for these subjects were drawn up 
by the Research and Program Department of the Ministry of Education and 
approved by the High Council. They are as follows: 

1) According to Article 15 of the State Consitution which specifies that 
textbooks must be in the Farsi language, all material used for religious 
studies by the minorities must follow this law and be published in the Farsi 
language. 

2) Religious studies textbooks for minorities must include what is common among 
all G-dly religions - i.e.: belief in G-d. Afterlife, and Universal Prophets. 

If these basic principles are not correctly taught and established, then ethics 
and worship will not be effective. Therefore, textbooks must be in two sections: 

Section 1 should cover belief in G-d, Afterlife and Universal Prophets; and 
Section 2 should include material on particular prophets; ethics, specific 

beliefs, and religious content for each respective minority. 

3) As there is co1m11on belief in all G-dly religions - namely, belief in one 
G-d, Afterlife and Un·iversal Prophets - textbooks for religious studies prepared 
by the Ministry of Education have met the approval of the respective religious 
leaders of the minorities; these books will be used - with minor corrections 
by each respective minority when necessary - as the first part of all religious 
studies for minorities. 

4) Since textbooks for the second part are particular to each religion, such 
textbooks must be written and published by the respective minorities themselves. 
Contents of the textbooks for specific studies are at the discretion of religious 
authorities of each respective minority , and the Ministry will not interfere 
provided they do not contradict with t~e policies of education in the Islamic 
Republic. 

S) In Section II - specific studies - wherever it is necessary to specify a 
term in the original language for the purpose of avowing or testimony, it is 
permitted to do so provided a Farsi translation is also incfuded. 

Drafts of textbooks for religious studies for the Jews, Zoroastrians and Christ­
ians were approved at the 260th session of the High Council df the Ministry of 
Education and should become effective. 

Seved Ali Akbar Parvaresh 
LP'as!::_f Minister of Education 



TRANSLATION 

THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TEHRAN H.Q. 

In the name of Allah • 

To: Ministry of Education Departments for Areas 6, 7 and 12 

In reply to your letter . • • (February 24, 1985) to the Supervisory Council for 
Jewish.Schools, attached please find photocopy of text for "Morning Prayers" 
recited by Jewish students at schools designated for this Minority. 

This text was approved at the meeting of (April 6, 1985) of the Council. 
Please mention the aforementioned schools . 

(Signed) 

Hossein Khoshnovisan 
Director- General for Education 
Tehran Province 

April 6, 1985 

(N.B. Every morning the Shemah Israel, etc., followed by prayers for Khomeini 
and the Government, must be recited by all students attending Jewish schools.) 
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Translation 

Article from first issue of Roshd Moalem, Scholastic Year 1984/1985. 

(This is a monthly magazine published under the patronage of the Ministry of 
Education and circulated nationwide among teachers and educational institutions.) 

ZIONIST EDUCATION FOR NON- ZIONIST JEWS 

lf 0 the danger of Israel was limited only to a military danger, then it would not 
have been worth all this struggle. fi~hting and opposition to contain it. However, 
Israel is only a part of a worldwide Zionist conspiracy that seriously threatens 
all spheres - military, political, economic, and cultural - on an international 
level. 

Zionists have strived to control and destroy the social and cultural foundations 
of neighbouring countries and the whole world. What took place under the Shah 
in Iran and what is taking place in countries like Egypt are examples of such 
destruction. The Zionists have not only drawn up special plans for Israel, but 
also have organized long-term international plans for world Jewry. 

To appreciate the inhumanity of the Zionists, a careful consideration of their 
plans is necessar y. Roshd Moalem intends to do this by presenting to its readers 
the study made by the Arab writer, Aref Towfiq Atari. 

This extract reviews Zionist stratagem for Jews outside Israel. The study clari­
fies how agents of Israel attempt to train Jews to become racists to colonize 
and oppress. 

And now we expose one of the Zionist conspiracies: 

OBJECTIVES 

Zionists believe that each Jew in the Diaspora is a potential citizen of Israel. 
In other words , he is considered an Israeli in the process of formation, passing 
through the preliminary stages of becoming a citizen. In what manner does Zionism 
want to shape this individual? The answer lies in the object that Jewish education 
pursues outside Israel. 

The ultimate goal of Zionists is the immigration of all Jews to Palestine. Immi­
gration guarantees the existence and permanence of Israel by ensuring the balance 
of the population in occupied Palestine to remain at a ratio of 85% Jewish to 15% 
Arab. Moreover, immigrants fulfill the needed manpower for populating the old 
and newly occupied territories, I 

Zionism considers the flow of immigration as a gauge of its success or failure . 
Success is directly proportional to the number of Jews immigrating to Israel. 
Without the realization of immigration, all efforts of the Zionists are futile 
and their objectives become unattainable. 

-1-
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However, despite these objectives, immigration has encountered problems and ob­
stacles. The most significant obstacle has been that Jews in the Diaspora have 
not suffered tyranny and oppression. On the contrary, they attained high economic 
and political positions, particularly in the West. 

Zionist leaders do not hide their dissatisfaction with these developments and have 
repeatedly alerted the Jews to this danger. They confront this perceived threat 
through various means, one of which is education. Their aims are: 

a) to retain Jewish identity, and 
b) to ensure that Israel remains a 

focal point in the l ife of every Jew. 

The realization of these object i ves should serve as a prelude to immigration to 
Israel. 

Mordecai Bar-On, Director of Youth and Volunteers at the Jewish Agency states: 

"The problem for Zionism is not that one million Jewish youths 
dispersed throughout the world should come to Israel in the 
next year or five years; the problem is for these youths to 
remain Jewish in the true sense of the word after twenty or 
thirty years, and consider themselves as Jews with an affinity 
to Israel to which they will eventually immigrate . " 

Through education, Zionism endeavours to sow the seed of non-assimilation and 
bind communal and individual destiµy of Jews to the destiny of Israel. Zionism 
also tries to show contempt for Diaspora life and incite Jewish youngsters at an 
early age to be dissatisfied with life outside Palestine even though they may be 
living under the best possible conditions . They persuade them that life in the 
Diaspora is impossible and to prove their claims, they put forth persecutions and 
massacres that Jews have encountered throughout history. To support this issue, 
they cite incidents under Nazi r ule which they exaggerate and thus develop in the 
conscience of the Jews the complex of t he Holocaust.(!) 

The Jewish educational system encourages Jews to immigrate to Palestine not only 
by means of emphasizing the negative aspects of life in the Diaspora, but also by 
means of motivating and stimulating them emotionally towards establishing their 
homeland in Palestine and populating occupied territories and strengthening the 
Zionist State. 

Thetefore, a Jew finds himself at a crossroad. Either he immigrates to Palestine 
or continues living in an induced state of anxiety involving fear of mass annihi­
lation, tyranny, and oppression, as well as bearing the guilt of not adhering to 
his national and religious obligation in supporting a Jewish State. 

I 

(1) Papers and documents have proved that Zionist movements have exercised rough 
action to instigate Jews to go to Israel. For example, Kasiner, who was one 
of the leaders of the Zionistic State at its establishment, participated in 
the mass killing of Jews in Hungary. Records also prove that Zionist agents 
were responsible for the five bombs that exploded in the Jewish quarters in 
Iraq to force the Jews to emigrate to Palestine. 
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The responsibilities of Jewish education in the Diaspora are to manifest visions 
of a State and Zionism in the conscience of Jewish youth and make them understand 
that the mightiest revolution in history is in process in Israel. Therefore, 
Jewish youth should attach their life to the life of the nation and the State of 
Israel. 

EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Heading Jewish educational institutions in the Diaspora are the Jewish schools. 
Zionists have endeavored to establish a network of Jewish schools throughout the 
world. For example, in the U.S . one can find three types of schools: 

1. Sunday schools 
2. Evening classes 
3. Full day schools 

According to 1966 statistics, in the U.S. 555,000 Jewish children were attending 
Jewish schools : afternoon classes - 44%; Sunday schools - 42%; Full day schools -
14%. 

In 1972, the number of Jewish students receiving Jewish education was 80% of the 
total Jewish school population. There is also a Jewish university, the Yeshiva 
University , in the United States. Outside the U.S. for example, in Buenos Aires 
alone, there are 48 day schools and night schools at primary and intermediary 
levels. Efforts are also in progress to open a Hebrew university on the model of 
the Yeshiva University . 

In South Africa, Jewish schools have 6,000 students registered, and this represents 
approximately 30% of all South African students. 

In Iran, before the Revolution, 10,753 Jewish students were studying at Jewish 
schools throughout the country. These schools were supervised by various organi­
zations such as the Anjoman Ganje Marafat and Doostan Israel. These organizations 
enjoyed the protection of the American government, the Shah's government, and 
Israel . These schools had 250 teachers, most of whom were Iranian Jews. There 
were also some teachers sent in by Jewish organizations from abroad, and some of 
these teachers were trained at Teachers' Seminars in Israel. 

The program of Jewish schools in the Diaspora includes summer camps for teaching 
language and Jewish studies. At the present time, current events related to Israel 
are to be introduced to the curriculum as a basic subject of the curriculum. 

These schools throughout their curriculum try to manifest Zionistic concepts in 
the children and nurture the students' affiliation with Israel and participation 
in the war for Israel's existence. 

# 
Furthermore, they also expand the political, economic, social and educational 
affiliation among Jews and preserve their culture to avoid assimilation. That is 
why Israel sends teachers to supplement the Diaspora teachers who are trained in 
Israel. Also in some countries like Mexico and Brazil, classes fre conducted by 
Israeli teachers. 
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The obstacles in the proper func tioning of t hese schools are: i ndifference of 
par ent s; shortage of ski lled and efficient t eachers ; and the pressure of homework, 
particularly if the students a t tend a non-Jewish school. Additional problems facing 
Jewish schools are competition with extracurricular activities such as music, dance , 
etc., and general lack of support. Further, to the problems mentioned above, some 
parents abhor these schools because in their view they symbolize a return t o ghetto 
life. 

Parallel to the activities of the schools, the synagogues play a s ignificant r ole 
in the promotion of Jewish education. Through religious sermons they solidify 
the union of t he Jews to Palestine and they encourage them to emigrate. Synagogues 
also publish books and articles, arrange educational camps , establish centers for 
adult educ~tion , set programs for home studies, and organize scouting camps. 

YOUTH CLUBS 

Zionist leaders have perceived that their religion, particularly in present times, 
is not an effective e lement to attract Jewish youth. They have also perceived that 
Jewish schools on their own are not sufficient means to realize Zionism's goals . 
Therefore, since a long time ago, they have taken steps to initiate Jewish youth 
organizations to fulfill the role of educating Jewish youth. 

One of the main activities of these organizations is organizing yout h camps at 
various seasons - particularly in the summer. The purpose of these camps is to 
strengthen the Jewish identity of its participants and apprise them of their J ew­
ish heritage. Another objective of these camps is to affiliate the participants 
to Israel. Programs are organized in a manner t o f ulfill the desired objectives. 
These programs normally consist of performing plays, s howing films and arranging 
lectures and seminars on historical and current events related t o Jews and Jewish 
culture. The camps are modelled on Jewish settlements in occupied Arab lands, and 
throughout the duration of the camp, publications are distributed among the parti­
cipants on Israel and its progress. The organizers require the participants to 
view service to Israel as the highest hope of every Jewish individual. To encour­
age participation in these camps, Jewish youth organizations give out prizes and 
scholarships . In some countries, among them the United States, there is a large 
network of communi ty centers for Jews . Within the framework of these centers, 
extended social and cultural activities take place. They organize cour ses to teach 
Hebrew , show f ilms and plays and have group singing with Israeli singers participa­
ting. According to statistics published by Jewish organizations, in 1971 the num­
ber of this type of community centers had reached 3,000 . 

THE MEDIA 

It is normal that a number of Jews are not associated with schools , gatherings 
or youth organizations . Similar ly some Jews do not frequent synagogues. Further­
more, a non-Jewish cultural en~ironment conflicts with the intefrests and activities 
of Jewish educational institutions . Under such conditions the role of t he media 
as an educational tool becomes indisputable. The Zionist movement, to benefit 
from mass communication, set up radio stations in some countries to supplement 
their total control over the general media. For example, in Br~zil there are two 
active Jewish radio stations: one broadcasts in Hebrew and the other in Brazilian 
(Portuguese). 
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There also is a Jewish radio station in Uruguay. In Occupied Palestine there is 
a special broadcasting station "Voice of Zion" that broadcasts for Jews across 
the world. This station broadcasts in different languages and their programs are 
mostly directed to countries that discourage Jewish educational activities. 

Zionist political circles pay a lot of attention to the press and the role of 
Jewish journalism which combats assimilation and strengthens ties between the 
Jews and Israel. 

* * * * * * 

With the hope of annihilating Israel as soon as possible, Moslem countries will 
rid themselves from this dangerous cancer, and the oppressed people of the world 
will eliminate a deceitful and treacherous enemy. Perhaps the non-Zionist Jews 
of the world will also be liberated from the conspiracies of this germ of deceit, 
corruption and destruction. Allah willing. 

I 



8 Oje THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York, N. Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 
· The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the· pioneer human-relations 

· agenc·y In the United States. It protects the c ivil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad. and advances the cause of Improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON Y ARMON, Dfrector o/ Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Aug. 1 ••• The American Jewish Committee today expressed 

"profowid sadness" at the death of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, calling 

him "a leading architect of tbe ·interreligious and ecumenical movement 

that has strengthened mutual respect and understanding between Christians 

and Jews ." 

In a statement, the human relations agency recalled that Dr. Blake 

had spoken at its 60th anniversary meeting in Washington , D.C., in 1966. 

The statement , signed by Howard I. Friedman, P£esident; Dr. David 

M. Gordis, Executive Vice Presidentf Rabbi A. James Rudin, Interreligious 

Affairs Director,. and Rabbi Marc R. Tanenbau:n, International Relations 

Director, follows: 

"We note the death of Dr. ·Eugene Carson Blake with profound sadness. 

He was an ardent and eloquent champion of human. rights, and was. one of 

the leaders of the bistol'ic 1963 March on Washington: Dr . Blake was .a· 

leading architect of the interreligious· and ecumenical movement that has 

strengthened mutual respect and understanding .b.etween· Christians and Jews. 

As the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church, the President of the 

National Council of ·Churches, and the General Secretary of the 'Wor ld 

Council of Churches, Dr." Blake worked closely with .the American Jewish 

Committee. We still remember with deep appreciation bis address at our 

60th anniversary meeting in Washington, D.C. We shall miss Dr. Blake's 

wise counsel and strong leadership. We extend our heartfelt sympathies 

to his family in the 'hour of their loss. " 

The American Jewish Committee is this country ' s pioneer human relations 

organization . Founded in 190~, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

human relations for all people everywhere. 

85-9610-152 
Howard I. Friedman. Presi~ent: Theodore Ellenoll. Chair. Board ol Governors: Allred H. Moses. Cllair. Naiionat Execu11ve Council. Robert S. Jacobs. Chair. Board of Trustees. 

David M. Gordis. ~xecut1ve Vrce·P•esi~ent 

Washington Oltice. 2027 Mamcnumts Ave .• N w .. was:hington. D.G. 10036· Europe hq.: ~ Rueoe la 6ienta1:;ance, 7~008 Paris, France. rsrael hQ.: 9 Ethiog1a St .. Jerm 1em 95i•9, Israel 
~uth America hQ (temporary olloce)' 165 E. 56 St .. New York,.N,Y 10D22 • Mex<eo·Cenual America hQ .. Av. Ejercito Nacoonal 533. Mexico S. O.f. 

CSA[ 1101 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date Aug. 1, 1985 

to Area Directors 

from Sonya F. Kauf er 

subJect NEEDED: A SOUND IMMIGRATION POLICY 
. . . 

Inunigration will be much in the news in 
upcoming weeks, and the AJC has a long-standing 
concern with this issue . I hope this op-ed 
can help express our views. 

Regards. 

sfk/dr 
att . · 
85-965-38 
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IN FOR M A TI O N A NO 
PUBLICATIONS SERVICE 

NEEDED : A SOUND IMMIGRATION POLICY 

Afte-r several fal~e- starts~ Congress i s once again turning its attention 

to immigration, and both the _Senate _and the House are considering new, bills 

to revamp American ilTITligration law. 

There 'is .urgent need to: develop a coherent policy on this subje~t soo·n . 

. The last three Congresses have tried and fa_iled _to pass such legislati.on; 

and while the lawmakers have· .a.rgued. the general public has bec6me ·mo.re and 

more confused~ 

The issue has been debated long enough . This nation's role as a haven 

for the ·oppressed. has been our pride fo_r centuries; and newcomers to our 

shores have enriched us iinme~surably, culturally, socially and economically . 

Our doors must remain open to refugees and others seeking fr.eedom and op­

portunities tn our lan,d, but people must enter our country through legal 

channels . 

If the .flow of undocumented aliens is not stemmed, demands will grow 

fo.r a cutback in a 11 invni gration. So the cha 11 enge for Congress i s t o 

come up with a new and baJanced immigrat i on law that will bar illegal 

.border-hopping without· pulling in our welcome mat. It's not an easy task 

but it has to be met -- and soon -- if we are to uphold· our pround tradition . 

fJ 
. CD1JJ ® THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022. 
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Date August 9, 1985 

FROM: Inge Lederer Gibel 

TO: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

For your information. 

165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH ·COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subiect 

August 9, 1985 

AJC Nairobi Delegation 

Inge Lederer Gibel 

Several weeks have gone by since I returned to 
the office and most of you must now also be back 
from Nairobi. This seems like a good time to thank 
you for the lovely necklace and to send you some items 
that may be of interest. 

(1) Just as I returned to the office a mailing 
was being prepared for our Board of Governors. The 
enclosed memorandum, which was prepared at the request 
of David Gordis for distribution to the Board, should 
be of interest to you, if you have not already received 
it ·. 

(2) Our post-Nairobi press release is also 
enclosed for your information. 

(3) Your area directors should have received 
copies of both these pieces and I hope you are working 
with her/him on local publicity which, in turn, I hope 
you will share with us, the results of which, in turn, 
we will share with you. Wonderful results so far from 
Idelle Rabin, Ruth Septee, and Susie Elson . 

(4) Finally, I asked Car.ole Phillips to write a 
letter to Jim Rudin and myself explaining her response 
to some of the problems and allegations regarding her 
service that we had to deal with in Nairobi. I am 
enclosing a copy without further comment, because I 
found it rather overwhelming but nevertheless somewhat 
convincing . 

In case I do not write again, let me take this 
opportunity to wish all of you l'shan~ tpvah; may it 
be a year of heal th, peace and growth fcfr you and your 
loved ones . 

~ 
ILG:en 

. Enc . 

. #85-700-58 
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NAIROBI: THE LAST Of THE DECADE Of WOMEN . MEETINGS . 

by 

Suzanne Elson, Mimi Alperin* & Inge Lederer Gibel 

Background 

In the Spring of 1984 a small committee, headed by Suzanne Elson, was 
appointed to look into the last of the U .• N. Decade of Women meetings 
to be held in Nairobi in July of 1985.. Because of the harsh anti­
Israel rhetoric which permeated the two preceding government con­
ferences and non-governmental forums (Mexico City, 1975; Copenhagen, 
1980) concern in the Jewish community and in Israel about a repeat 
performance was high. 

The AJC did not send a delegation or representative to Mexico or 
Denmark and no firm decision to participate in Nairobi was made until 
December 1984. At the suggestion of David Gordis, AJC Executive Vice 
President, a small meeting was held at Mimi Alperin' s home with 
Suzanne Elson, ·some of the original committee on Nairobi, and severai 
staff members. A decision was then taken to Invite AJC women leaders · 
from around the country to participate in such a delegation. Susie 
asked Mimi to co-chair this delegation with her, and Inge ~ederer · 
Gibel was asked to serve as senior staff consultant: 

Preparation and Expectation 

Only a small number ~f Jewish women participated 'in the events of the 
past and they came as individuals and/or from a number of Jewish 
women's organizations. The Anti-Defamation League, the American 
Jewish Congress and NCRJC had all begun, il'I the past three yea.rs, to 
organize task forces, committees and meetings planning for Nairobi. 
Although Committee became involved at a later date than the .others, we 
wer.e energized by several factors. The first was the fact that the 
fort,1m for non-governmental delegations and individuals was being 
planned by a group with which our Interreligious Affairs Department in 
general, and Inge in particular, had much experience -- leaders of the 
American and world Christian communities. Early on, Inge began a very 
fruitful contact with Da~e Nita Barrow, the Convenor of the forum, 
which resulted in Dame Ni t"a'.s better understanding · of and sympathy to 
the Jewish perspective as well as .her willingness to participate in 
the well-publicized press conference at AJC headquarters just prior to· 
the Forum, in which she promised a Forum free of the excesses of the 
past. 

· *Mimi is unreachable on vacation .and has not seen this report, 
·although we believe it captures the essence of our joint experience. 



-2-

The second factor was outstanding lay leadership present in the 
delegation, the largest American Jewish presence in Nairobi, women 
representing AJC' s Board of Governors, c~apter presidents and activ­
ists, Commission chairpeople and professional women of major stature. 

The third factor we believe responsible for the excellence .of AJC's 
preparation for Nairobi was a realistic attitude, free of hysteria, 
about the minimum and maximum that we could hope to achieve there. The 
minimum, as expressed by David Gordis, was "damage control," holding 
back further erosion in non-Jewish attitudes toward Zionism, Israel 
and the Jewish people. The maximum r ealistic goal was to establish a . 
positive AJC presence, both as a leadership group in the Jewish 
community and on the ground in Nairobi, promoting our views on a wide 
range of women's issues. Toward this end, Inge and Ken Sandler, who 
provided additional staff support fr9m the International Affairs 
Department, attended planning meetings · w1 th NJCRAC and AOL and 
particlpated in a one-day conference at AJC Congress. 

Materials shared in half a dozen mailings to the Nairobi delegation 
covered all aspects of our Jewish, Israel-related and feminist 
concerns. A special one-day briefing at AJC headquarters on April 30, 
chaired by Suzie and Mimi and attended by almost all members of the 
delegation, included addresses by Alan Keyes, U.S. representative to 
the UN Economic and Social Council, Sol Nahon, an NGO representative 
to the UN from the International Alliance of Women and the Rev. Joan 
Campbell, assistant general secretary of the Commission on Regional 
and Local Ecumenism of the National Council of Churche.s, as well .as 
remarks by Sidney Liskof sky about the special report on Palestinian 
women in the territories, sponsored by the Jacob Blaust~in Institute 
for the Advancement of Human Rights, and made available to the 
delegation and other Jewish organizations, prior to departure. This 
document, incidentally, was also shared with the official American and 
Israe·li delegations, who praised it · highly • 

. The April 30 meeting · also allowed time for a presentation by Inge, 
whose work in the Interreligious Affairs Department has focused on the 
women's ecumenical movement and Israel/Middle East issues, and an 
opportunity for the delegation to learn something about each member. 
Suzie , Mimi and Inge all expressed the strong conviction th.at based on 
the best information available, there would be strong support from the 
African and Kenyan governments and women -- representing at least half 
of the total group of 12,000 at the Forum -- that the Palestinian 
issue would not dominate the proceedings as it had in the past and 
that it was important for Jewish women going to Nairobi to convey 
their concerns as feminists and women, not only as Jews. As well, . in 
meetings with other Jewish organizations, and American · and Israeli 
government officials, we made clear our posi tlon that the "bottom 
line" was any comparison of Israel w1 th the apartheid regime of South 
Africa or Zionism with racism. This incidentally, after some initial 
disagreement from some sou·rces within the Jewish community, became the 
basis for - the tactics and strategy followed in Nairobi by the col­
lective Jewish presence. 
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On The Ground In Nairobi 

The AJC delegation met daily in Nairobi and met as· well with the 
Jewish caucus. Mimi represented AJC on the steering connittee set up 
by the Caucus on its second day of meeting. The caucus, incidentally, 
met in the Jewish community center of Nairobi, in back of the syna­
gogue, and convenient to the University of Nairobi where most Forum 
meetings took place. Since the synagogue was in poor repair and the 
hospitality of the JCC was most helpful, AJC was among several Jewish 
members of the caucus that donated money at the end of the Forum 
toward some improvements. 

The expectations wh'ich we had taken to Nairobi and encouraged in other 
parts of the co111T1unity were not disappointed. Although among the one 
thousand or more workshops that took place in the almost two wee~~ of 
the Forum there were ten percent or so that were clearly confron-. 
tational or capable of becoming so (both on Middle East and on 
apartheid questions, and in the sense both of anti-Israel and anti­
American attitudes, ~ome expressed vitriolically), we believe that· 
the Forum was overall a huge success, covering every. conceivable 
problem of women in the world today (wlth perhaps the glaring ex­
ception of women oppressed under totalitarian regimes of the. left). 
We were pleased that most African women did not allow their problems 
to be ignored while pro-PLO forces (some 9f the wQrst b.~ing Christians 
from Western Europe) wasted all their time denouncing Israel. The 

.Kenyan press was clearly interested in playing down the former and 
focusing on problems of the continent. It should also be said that 
Jewish veterans of Copenhagen, who had predicted a disaster and .for 
years prepared the community for the worst possible scenario were part 
of the problem. They were often antagonistic to our strategy of 
publicly expressing confidence in Dame Nita's leadership and the role 
of African self-interest, and confused about the vast difference 
between the non- governmental Forum and the governmental Conference but 
admitted at the end of the Forum that the AJC predictions had indeed 
been on target, the good far outweighing the bad. 

The AJC delegation was large enough so that many different agency and 
personal/professional interests could be pursued. In addition,· AJC 
scored two success stories with both Jewish and non- Jewish· delegates. 
The first, a Shabbat service, written and led by Jane Wlshner, t'n 
cooperation . with Chuckle Holstein, with readings by AJC and other 
Jewish · leaders, was held at the Karibu Center for about 85 people, 
including American, African and European delegates. 

Secondly, a workshop on Women of. Faith -- at a Forum where average 
workshop participation numbered about . fifty or sixty peo·ple -- drew 
over 100 women from all over the world and had to be moved at the last 
moment to a much larger room (through the good on-the-spot efforts of 
Idelle Rabin). The Women of F al th project, based on the . highly 
effective Task Force on Women of Faith in the 80's of which Mimi and 
Inge have·been leaders, was chaired by Mimi and had as its subject 
"How Rel!igion Impacts on Women; How Women .can Impact on Religion." 
Sister Theresa Kane, the Rev. Elizabeth Scott and Inge made presen­
tations, followed by dialogue with the audience. 
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An unusual aspect of the Women of Faith Workshop was the presence of 
four PLO-related women who challenged Inge's remarks about Jewish 
peoplehood and the Covenant,. the people and the land. Inge's re­
sponse, that she respected every people's right to self-detennination 
and therefore ·expected Palestini~ns to understand and respect that 
Zionism is the national liberation movement of the Jewish ·people 
received loud applause from almost a'll present, after which Mimi 
firmly ruled that there would- be no further extraneous political 
discussion. The Palestinian delegation left shortly thereafter. · A 
Jewish woman leader from Europe got up and gave tearful testimony that 
AJC's contribution at the Forum, ~hrough the Shabbat service and the 
Women of Faith workshop, was an enormous high point, and African and 
Western Christian women agreed. 

Again, in closing, we must stress the yery helpful role of Dame Nita 
Barrow. The Daily Nation, one of Kenya's English language dailies, 
·described, on July 20, Dame Nita's role in a demonstration held on the 
campus as the Forum was drawing to a close. '1A demQnstration against 
apartheid, Israel and U.S. intervention in Nicaragua ••• was interrupted 
by Dame Nita Barrow, who ordered that placards that would divide the 
women should be discarded. Those which called for 'No to Zio~ism' 
s.hould be withdrawn, she said. 11 

"I am with you so long as we are calling for peace. When one speaks 
against another, we are .divided. I am not going to be part of 
anything that will hurt anotheF woman here,' she said." 

The AJC delegation, like all others, braved the terrible dile11111a 
created by a shortage of hotel rooms, with the Kenyan government . 
threatening to evict Forum delegations at class A and B hotels to make 
way for Government delegations. With a lot of hard negotiating ~Y 
S4~ie and Inge we did manage to stay in our hotel, by quadrupling up 
for a number of days. Nevertheless, as was pointed out by many, this 
was, in the lon·g run, a small inconvenience for what turned out to be 
a major AJC activity out of which we believe can come important wqrk 
for the future, and about which you will be hearing more as time goes 
by. 

SE/MA/ILG 
0016 (IAD~2) 
July 25, 1985 

# IJIJIJIJlill ltlJDU 

• 



. ' ..... 

Ms. Mimi Alperin 

Ms. Susan S. Askanase 

Ms. Met-a S. Berger 

Ms. Ann Chud 

Dr. Ruth B. Cowan 

Ms. Ruth Cowan 

Edwina Croll Davis 

Ms . Wilma Friedman 

Ms. Charlotte G. Holstein 

Ms. Laura 0. Kornfeld 

Staff: 

Inge Lederer Gibe! 

0015 ( IAD-·2) 
7/25/85-gn 

AJC NAIROBI DELEGATION 

Co-leaders: 

Participants: 

Ms. Suzanne G. Elson 

"Ms. Linda K. May 

Ms. Idelle Rabin 

Ms. Valerie Richter 

Ms. Bernice R. Sandler 

Ms. Lynn Hecht Schafran • 
Ms. Ruth Sep tee 

Ms. Carolyn TLmarklri 

Ms. Elaine Wlshner 

Ms. Jane Wishner 

( 



., 
' ' 

1111tt11m 
Nairobi •. Friday, July 19, 1985 

H women ruled 
the world 

Radical but no. revolutionary, that is probably the label· 
best suited to women all over th~ world. During these 
delightful days at Forum '85, women have dreams of a 
·bright future. They have also analyzed what jf 
would be like if women really got into power. 

Never would there have been a revolution with less 
bloodshed. Men would have nothing to feat. No 
bloodshed, no revenge. Only if men considered the 
sharing of jobs in the household as "revenge" would 
there be an outcry. Men in many countries have already 
realized that this change in power would even be of 
benefit to men. For example, many men are now 
protesting against prostitution becau.ae prostitution is 
aleo degrading for men. And DWlY realize that by 
aharing the work and responsibility for childcare they 
share in an immenae human expetje~. · 

Then! are apparently two main attjtudes towards. 
women ruling the world. One, perhaps ~jor, trend ia. 
that women would be able to CO-operate ~gardleas of 
their g~nerill political view. Hr.re t~ wprd !'geperal" 
means the basis or present society .which these groups of 
wom~ c:Onaider to be marunade and which 'baa to·· be 
replaced by a general feminist philoeophy. ·· 

. Tbe' -other main group· define themselves aa· 
aocialista, conae~ativ!!f!, commW,lists or whatever, and· 
consider thia general political attitude to be the most 
important. 

The great argument against any prospects of change 
in politics '1if women rulcrl the world" certainly is the 
fact that women prime ministers have not fundamen­
tally changed politics. 

They ~ve been as much male politicians as men 
are. Thia ia Q<>t u illogic as many claim. Many women 
who have experiences to be jullt one woman in a board or 
fMfliN: ~tee .domiia~. by._me!' _have' ex­
penenced''iioW difficult and· diecOurae!-nc. lt'la-to WOik: 
for their view. But whenever you get a broader mil ieu 
equality. is within reach. 

People will not ~ able to agree whethe.r the world would 
be better ruled by ·women. Women don't even aspire to rule the 

·world. They.want to share in ruling it with men. 
The long tradition of women working for peace and not · 

taking part in war should be a ttood enough reason to believe 
that this sharing of responsibility would alsn mean a more 
peaceful world . 

-B.W. 

FORUM 85 will go on 
'.l'ucfoy Porum 'M will comr te l an <'n.d . Nine dHys of friendship. 
fantastic vitality , ideas and discussions will be over. Today· will 
see Forurri participants saying sorrowful farewells to each 
other. 

· Hut even after the Forum µarticipants have left Naimhi. 
FOHlJM 85 newspaper will <'Ontinue. Our attention will ~witch 
t u tht United Nations conference and we will aim lu """' · 
municate to delegates the Fnrum's messaf(e to the UN. 

'We think it is important to fi,. this "" th~t the \unfnenl'e 
•uHh·r ... 1011Hls how very imµor1un1 i i i:-. 10 IJrinJ{ a hout 1'l.•r11rms for 
wurncn . 

We thank all Forum 85 participants for their overwhelm· 
ini: interest in FORUM 81; newspaper and for the enormous 
number of letters we have received. They have made our 
newspaper very lively. We are only sorry that we had to cut so. 
many letters for reasons of space. Howevet we have tried our 
best to bring to you the spirit of the letters. 

Thank you for your contributiona. Forum '85 has certainly 
been the event of the century. 

-Q.W. 

A blot on humankind .. 
Thp disgraceful S)'SUm or Apartheid is condemned without nceptian 
hy .every ~lion.of the worl~ except the one pract~in~ it . To ci>nline • 
human be1n~ 1n1A> pen~ hke an!mala under a policy of "11eparate 
Mvelnpm•nt on I.he ba•1s or race IA an affront to humanity, espttially 
when the people eo treated comprise the majority in their own land. 

South Africa's infamous racism diatmba the con&eience orthe 
,.wld. it is a violation of the United Nations Human Riithts Charter 
and of every principle of civilised society. 

Apartheid has been strongly cutigated by the world's people -
1he Non-Governmental 0111anisati6ns gathered at Forum 85. At' the 
of!icial Conrerence also almost •verydele,rate has protesttd aj?ainst it . 
Why lhen are we unahle to mse this cu111e of humankind? 

F'or disting~ishod sptake'!I t.O !Mk• statements from platforms is 
not enough, th•ir t'Ountri~ mu•t ~ive practic.I demonstration of di..ap. 
proval. Can •he wnrhf'• women brin~ p~sure and succttd in 
eradicatin~ Aparth•icl whero the men have railed? · 

~ Nadia Hijab is comet - thete ia 
; "good" politic&, and ~men's 
· . i11uea are universal 1aauee, 

: therefon, by definition, political . 
It 'ii; however, · not "g~" 

politics to urge that a mB,JOr 
· theme of the Forum ahould be' the 

continuoue denunciation of. 
larael. Fint of all, if we a" tNly 
here to be a force for peace, com· 

.. :; p'a.Uionate 'dialogue would be 

. ~ more conatruct.iw than denuncia­

.-. t ion ., . . · • . · ... 

·:., . Seco11dly, u · ha~. been· . 
· demonatrated in many ~tbhopa , 

·\and other meetinp.·by memben · ·. 
.~., ·q1 J.ewillh ·and· lpaeli delegation& · 
, , to : t#le · Forum;- the p~ve · 
• Zion,iet· voic•- c&llinc for com-
1 o'prt>miae 1 and; Jnutu.aJ 1: · 

}·Underltandin1 ·:of .ecch people!a ; • · ; 
. • · legiti~ate , rifh.t'• in the. i .i:I• 
1, : Jsraeli'/Paleatin1an : .conflict. · 
. . ~dennnciation ia nOt helpful to 

atrengthening t~e voices 9~ peace. 

Finally, . neither Jaraelis nor 
· Palestiniana are tbe centH of the 
universe just" now, whichever 
group we belong to or sympathi.ee " . 

.: with. . : ., . 
:··T he cont inuout focui '. on ·.' 
denouncing one nati~ and· o~e 
QOn1lict ill af best .morial myopia . 
and at wiir..·• hvpocritical ~nd 

· destructive. :. · · 
lDse Lederer <,libel 

. µSA. . . ' 

M.H. 
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Qj~ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMlmE Institute of Human Relations. 165 E. 56St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects t.he civil and religious rights of JeW$ here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of Improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON Y ARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR IHHEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Aug. 2 •••• Even though anti-Israel posturing, "knee jerk" anti­

Americanism, and Soviet manipulation were all present at the recently concluded 

United Nations Decade of Women meetings in Nairobi, Kenya, "there were many 

positive results", accor ding to Inge Lederer Gibel, the American Jewish Com­

mittee's Interreligious Program Associate. 

Hs. Gibel was the senior staff consultant for the twenty-one member AJC 

delegation, the largest American Jewi sh group that was present in Nairobi. 

Suzanne Elson of Atlanta, the AJC's Women ' s Issues Chai rperson, and Mimi Alperin 

of New York City, the AJC's Interreligious Affairs Connission Chairperson, were 

the co- leaders of the delegation. 

"Nairobi wa s very different in both spirit and substance from the earlier 

U.N. meetings in Medco City (1975) and Copenhagen (1980). Those were dominated 

by extremist rhetoric that was destructive of the U.N . Decade's goals," Hs . 

Elson and Hs. Alperin asserted. "forum '85, the non-governmental meeting in 

Nairobi, was a huge plus for the women of the world despite the efforts of a 

small minority of the participants to blame all the problems of the world on t.he 

United States and Israel. The overwhelming majori ty of the 12,000 women 

present, representing over 150 countries, and all the religions of the world, 

simply refused to be diverted from the three goa l s of the Decade: equality, 

development, and peace," the AJC leaders declared. 

Ms. Elson and Ms. Alperin added: "We believe the positive momentum of the 

Forum car ried over to the governmental meeting, and helped produc~ a final 

document that w~s free of any explicit anti-Zionist or anti-Israel language." 

Ms. Gibel paid special tribute .to the "magnificent efforts" of Dame Nita 

Barrow of Barbados, the Forum's Convenor: "Dame .Nita made a difference in 

preventing another 'Copenhagen'. She was aided in this effort by many Third 

World women, especially those from Africa . " 

Rabbi A. James Rudin, the AJC's National Interreligious Affairf Director, 

said: "The Committee's many programs that build positive interrellgious and 
i nter-group relationships paid dividends on the ground in Nairobi . Ms . Gibel's 

work with the Christian community, particularly her leadership role in the 

Women's Interreligious Dialogue on the Middle East and the Task Force on Women' 

of Faith in the 80s, sensitized and alerted many Christian leaders to issues of 

• •. . • more 

Howard I. fnedman. President; Theodore Ellenolf. Chw. Board ol Governors. Alfred tt. Moses. Cha11, Na11onal heeut1ve Ceuncd; Roberts Jacobs. Charr. Board ol Trustee$. 

Oav10 M 'Gordis, Executille Vlce·Presiceni 

Washington Olfice. 2027 Massachusetts Ave .. NW .. Washington. D.C. 20036 • Europe hQ.: 4 Aue de la Bienla1sanee. 75008 Paris. France · Israel hq · 9 Ethiopia SL Jerusalem 95149. lstael 

South Amehca hQ (tempor1ryoll1ct) 165 e 56St . New York.HY 10022 • Mex1co-Ctntral AmenQ hq · Av. E1ert1to Nacional 533. Meiuco 5. O F 
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Jewish concern. It was encouraging to see women from all over the world 
concentrating their energies and talents on the real issues, and not being 

deflected by a cheap scapegoating ot the U.S. and Israel." 

While in Nairobi, the AJC delegation con~ucted a Women of Faith workshop 

that attracted a large audience. The workshop was chaired by Ms. Alperln, and 

featured Sister Theresa Kane of Washington, O. C., the past president of the 

Sisters of Mercy; the Rev. Elizabeth Scott of New York City, the Director of the 

National Council of C~urches' Office of Justice for Women, and Ms. Gibel. The 

AJC also conducted a Sabbath service that was led by Jane Wi shner of San 

Francisco and assisted by AJC Vice President Charlotte Holstein of Syracuse, 

N.Y. 

"One of the saddest sights of Nairobi were the dissident Iranlan women who 

had recently escaped. from the Ayatollah Khomeini's harsh regime, a regime that 

is oppressing their sisters . Sad also were the Iraqi and Iranian women, always 

accompanied by their male protectors, who bitterly criticized one another 

th r oughout the conference," the AJC leaders declared . "But overall we achieved 

a great success at Nairobi, and these gains bode well for the women's movement 

both here and overseas." 

The American Jewish Commit t ee is this countr y's p1ioneer human relations 

organization. Founded in 1906, l t combats bigotry , protects the civil an.d 

religious rights of Jews he re and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

hlMnan relations for all people everywhere. 

A EJP REL l WO 
85-960-153 

C092-PEI 

August 2, 1985/smm 
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SAFARI 
AND 
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REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR: 
KENYA SAFARI 
& TOURS 

NEWZEALANO 
TRAVEL 
AUSTRALIA TRAVEL 
& TOURS 

BALLOON SAFARJS 
BRAZIL SAFARI 
& TOURS 

EUROPE TRAVEL 
TOURS 
PACIFIC TRAVEL CO. 

C~LlfOl'INIA TRAVEL 
TOURS 
WOMEN OF THE 
W ORLD 
HAWAII TRAVEL CO. 

AFRICAN SAFARIS. 
LIMITED 

ENG~NO TOURS 
NEW GUINEA TRAVa 
SERVICE 
GREAT 8RfTAJN 
TRAVEL & TOURS 
ORIENT TRAVEL 
TOU~ SERVICE 

. CERTIFIED 
TRAVEL 
CONSULTANTS 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East S6th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi A. James Rudin & Mi. Gibel: 

August 07, 1985 

I am sorry you found MICATO in Kenya to be Jess than . perfect in 
thei·r abi 1 i ties to aid you and your ladies as promptly as 
us ual. The simple explanation is . that on an almost daily 
basi s Mr'. Pinto, the Manager, to whom I guided you in event 
of any problems was spendin~ a minimum of three and usually 
five hours a day at the .United States Embassy. He worked 
directly with Ambassador Gerald Thomas to personally see 
that not one of my clients was put out of safe, comfortable 
and proper accommodations. 

I am very proud of the fact that we are the only agency 
know of who had a 100 percent protection factor~ This was 
done at a great cost to all of us, both personally and 
mone tar i 1 y . 

Your request for clarification of our charges is simple. 
These costs clearly covered the exorbitant additional costs 
of the government and the 30% tax they included but also the 
multiple trips to Vienna and Kenya to secure the proper U.N. 
information; the constantly changing dates; and the finances 
involved in obtaining the unattainable. 

The last minute games by the Government were abhorent, and as 
you may be aware on Jul y 13, the police enter~d hotel rooms 
throughout Nairobi and evicted NGOs. They were transferred 
to the university or accommodations at Lake Naivasha 2t hours 
from Na i rob i • 

We take great pride in the quality ·of our services; · but the 
manner in which the U.N. women handled the accommodation 
book ing and work created havoc with a 11 fourteen thousand · 

500 FIFTH AVENUE SUITE 1821 NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10110 TEL: (212) 354-0007 TELEX: 495 2665 
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~~H~mc~ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
REPRESENTA TIVE 
FOR 

~Efri~R~ARI RABBI A. JAMES RUDIN & MS . GIBEL: 
NEW ZEAlANO 
TRAVEl 

~~~~t~IA TRAVEl AUGUST 7, 1985 
BAllOON SAFARIS 

e RAZll SAFARI Page # 2 
& TOUR5 
EUROPE TRAVEl , 
TOURS 
PACIFIC TRAVEL CO. 
CAllFORNIA TRAVEL 
TOURS 
WOMEN OF THE 
WORlO 
HAWAII TRAVEL CO.' 
AFRICAN SAFARIS, 
llMITEO 
ENGlANO TOURS 
NeW GUINEA TRAVEl 
SERVICE 
GREAT BRITAIN 
TRAVEl & TOURS 
ORIENT TRAVEL 
TOURS SERVICE 

participants and with - us who were hold ing legiti mate and 
proper contracts. The two months prior to your departure 
was a nightmare for us. 

I might tell you that this office, in order to accommodate 
NGOs stayi ng only 10-days had to pay the Mt Kenya Safari Club 
for an additional 3-nights for al 1 rooms. I don't think 
anyone can say there was profit to this type of horror •••• 
far the opposite. Rabbi and I discussed in .detail my fear 
of your eviction and my alternate plans if you were forced 
into the university. The need of armed guards, jitneys 
and ful l protection would have been imperative. I thank 
G-d this never came about. Those evicted participants and 
their subsequent problems proved my wo rse fears. 

As for Thelma Dailey, the less said the better. Simply if 
she was, as she said,my alleged representative she would 
have tried easing the way of the people involved, and doing all 
possible to make us look good particularly stressing the 
accommodati on you all had v~ those given to Bella Abzug, 
Betty Frieden etc. 

This so-called representative certainly did'nt represent us. 
She was making every effort to break down our veracity . . She 
was our introduction to the U.N. because. she had booked some trips 
with us and thought we were eminently special in our abilities 
to perform (as per her speech in frontof the U.N. people at 
777 UN Plaza on November 11, 1984). Her later venom was 
incomprehensible as .she received $4000.00 worth of airline, 
hotel and other vouchers from us for this introduction. 

My feeling for AJC is too deep, being former President of my 
synagogue and on the Board of the emergency committee at UJA 
as well as the Simon Weisenthal Association. I Know the work 
your people do, and have too much respect for you to be less 

500 FIFTH AVENUE SUITE 1821 NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10110 TEL: C212J 354-0007 TELEX: 495 2665 
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CERTIFIED 
TRAVEL 
CONSULTANTS 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

RABBI A. JAMES RUDIN & MS. GIBEL: 

than totally honest and aboveboard. 

AUGUST 7, 1985 

Page # 3 

Thank you for being the lady you are and for your 
understanding of the problems inherent in the situation. 

~.oni i a 1 1 y , 

Caro 1 e Phi 11 i ps 
For 
CERTIFIED TRAVEL CONSULTANTS, INC. 

500 FIFTH AVENUE SUITE 1821 NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10110 TEL: C212l 354-0007 TELEX: 495 2665 
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Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 2121751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y: 

FEAR OF MORMON PROSELYTIZING . IN JERUSALEM 

(Press SUll'lllary - August 16, 1965) · 

Brigham Young Universlty, .whiqh is owned and operated by the Mormon Church, 
is currently constructing a Middle East Study Center as an extension of its 
campus on Jerusalem's Mount Scbpus. Since mid-May, opposition to its 
construction has become a major !~sue within Israel's ultra-Orthodox conmunity, 
who fear the Center will become a base for missionary activity. Interestingly 
enough, the Mormon Church obtai~ed approval to begin construction, as well as 
support for the project, from the foreign Ministry and the Education Ministry at 
a time when they were headed by Herut' s Yi tzhak Shamir · and the National 
Religious Party's Zevulun Hammer, respectively. Final approval was also given . 
by the Ministry of Interior, headed in the B~ln government by the NRP's Yosef 
Burg. 

The belated opposl tlon has been spear-headed by the Yad L 'Achlm (Hand to 
Brothers) organization, a body which was established to monitor and combat 
Christian proselytizing in Israel, which Orthodox Jews consider especially 
threatening. ~ntil recently, Yad L' Achlm had little success in winning general 
press coverage or support for its anti-missionary campaigns. In this case, 
however, it scored its first success by enlisting the advocacy of the chairman 
of the Knesset Interior Affairs Committee, MK Dov Shilansky of Likud, who has 
stated that Mormon guarantees · not to engage in missionary. act iv l ty contradict "a 
principle part of their belief.," namely, "their mission." He has also called 
the Municipality of Jerusalem "crlmlnaily negligent" for allowing the Mormons to 
build a Jerusalem campus in the first place. While acknowled.glng t.he 
"sympathetic attitude that the Mormons show towards Israel," Shilansky asserted 
that "if they really loved Israel it would be better that they not open fresh 
and painful wo1,mds in the Jewish people here." ( Erev Shabbat, June 14) · 

A massive prayer rally in opposition to the Mormon center was held at the 
Western Wall three days before Tisha Be'Av, with approximately 30,000 people 
including both of Israel's Chief Rabbis in attendance. Commenting on the 
demonstration i n its Tisha Be'Av edition (July 21), the National Religious 
Party's Hatzofe (The Observer) wrote in its editorial: 

••• Rabbis, yeshiva heads, and masses\ of Jews from all walks of 
life par ticipated in the protest prayer meeting at the Western 
Wall to · express their

1 
protest against the stabbing of the 

mission's talons into ·our country by subterfuge. · The 
·government, the Jerusalem Municipal! ty, and the leaders of 
world Jewry must bring about the cessation. of the construction 
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of the Mormon ·center. It is inconceivable th~t Israeli and 
Jewish bodies should lend a hand to abetting the danger of the 
mission in Israel. 

.-

Al though opposi t ·lon· to the ·Mormon center is being highlighted in the 
competing press of the fragmented Orthodox conmunity, there has not been much of 
an echo to this agitation in the general secular press. Ma'ariv, Davar, and The 
Jerusalem Post have carried background features that have been either balanced 
or supportive of the Mormon project. 

Binyamin Galai of Ma'arlv wrote on June 7: 

••• Why all the hysteria, the franti~ fear which overtakes us 
at the sight of a few Mormons? On · what basis do we demand of 
them, of all people, a written guarantee -- .a writ of discri­
mination, in fact -~ not to turn the ~ampus into a sort of 
showroom for the Gospel? We permit· every sect or faith 
--Catholics, Protestants, . Armenians, Greek Orthodox -- to 
~stablish theological seminaries here. But only these friends 
of Israel are t~ be subject of suspicion? Is the People of 
the Torah •.. afraid of a school - - not a church -- which seeks 
to bring Christian hearts closer to :us? Have we so llttie 
faith in the light of Judaism, the fire of the Torah? 

Ya' a~ov Rabi wrote in a similar vein in Al Hamishmar of July 19: "Any fear 
of any mission whatsoever, in the sovereign State of Israel, ·at the end of the 
20th century, ls a matter of profound shame • •.•• " 

The Jerusalem Post has been the most outspoken ~n its sup~ort for the 
Mormon project. · In its July 21 editorial entitled "Fear of Bogeys , ". it asserted 
that 

· • •• Just as Kach (the political _party of Rabbi Meir Kaha·ne) has 
.stirred up irrational anxieti~s about the internal Arab threat 
at a time when Israel has never been stronger, so the 
religious establi~hment, ' going from strength to strength, 
would stir up rears about missionary activity. 

Summing up a report on a visit to the Mormon centers in Salt Lake City and 
Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah the Post's Yosef Goell wrote on June 7: 

There is no doubt that' ! Morinonlsm is an agressively 
proselytizing movement. But all evidence points to the fact 
that their internal discipline has been more than sufficient 
to impose effective constraints on ·the well over 1,000 Mormon 
students who have passed. through Jerusalem in recent years. 
There .ls thus every reason to accept in good faith the current 
Mormon commitment against engaging the missionary activity •• • . 
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The Mormon Church proclaims itself a supporter of Israel. 
There is no reason to reject that hand of friendship. Indeed, 
accepting it would be a good exercise in schQoling ourselves . 
in the openness that should characteiize a self-confident 
people again established in its homeland .••• 

The growing opposition ·in Israel has moved the Mormon Church to send 
high-leve_l delegates to Israel, including Elder Howard Hunter, a leading member 
of the church's governing body. On August 8, Hatzofe reported that BrighcTI\ 
Young University President Jeffrey Holland had signed a doctment at the 
Jerusalem Municipality in which he undertook that the Mormon center being built 
on Mount Scopus would refrain from all missionary .activity. Hr. Holland also 
announced that he would send a similar document of undertaking to MK Dov 
Shilansky, chairman of the K,nesset Interior Affairs Committee and a leading 
opponent of the project. 

Nevertheless, Yad L'Achim spokesman Moshe Dan has announced that protest 
actions would continue with ~he aim of halting further construction of the 
Mormon center. He pointed out that the document signed with the Jerusalem 
Municipality indicated that ·the center would be· used for "religious purposes" as 
well as for education. According to Mr. Dan, "When you talk about Mormons, 
religious purposes can only mea.n missionary activity." 

In an editorial in The Jerusalem Post on August 16, Yosef Goell argues that 
the fear .of Mormon proselytizing in Israel is unfounded. . The fact of the 
matter, according to Goell, is that the Mormon Church "has not converted, nor 
attempted to convert, one Jew during its 18-year presence in Israel." · 

* * * 

(Edited by Harry Milkman) 

C037-(IR0-3) 
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: \, From the desk of JOHN PAWLIKOWSKI 
~ - . 

Marc, 

For your information •.. 

P.s.·· On another matter, I am to respond to 
your. presentation at Notre Dame in late 
October. I shall be in Israel from October 
7-17 and have several NO.STRA AETATE cele­
brations right after my return. So if you 
could get your paper to me before I l eave 
for Israel !:'.would greatly appreciate it. 
Thanks • 

. : .. :-. 
. ~ :.- " . . 

. : · . ... 

ECONO·PRINT, CORP. • 371-3030 
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~ 
Offh:e of the M.A. Direc1or 

21 August 1985 

TO: Rollins Lambert, United States Catholic Conference, 
and Sjef Donders, Africa Faith & Justice Net~ork 

FROM : John T; Pawlikowski, O.S.M., Servite Representative, 
AFJN 

RE: South Africa 

I would like to raise two points. The first is my 
strong belief that the Catholic religious leader­
ship, including the USCC, lneeds to publicly take. is­
sue with Rev. Fawell's remarks yesterday. They can­
no't go unchallenged. And because he took ·a high! y 
visible media route, something similar is called 
for as soon as possible. I would also recommend that 
attempts be made to draw support from leaders . in the 
Protestant, Orthodox and Jewish communities. 

I also believe that ther e needs to be a heavy lobbying 
effort with the Senate to insure passage of the current· 
sanctions bill. AFJN might, for example, urge all its 
members to have its constituent groups make an interven­
tion in behalf of the bill with every senator in whose 
state the group ministers. 

:J 
..J 

A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MINISTRY IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC TRADITION 



5401 SOUTH CORl'ELL A\"L, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60615 TEUPHONE (312) 324-8000 

Offil·c of the M.A. Director 

21 August 1985 

Senator Richard Lugar 
Chairperson 
Foreign Relations Committee 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Lugar: 
.- · .--

; 

I write to urge your continued support for sanctions legis­
lation against South Africa. The recent address by the RSA 
State President gave no real indication of a willingness to 
dismantle tQe homelands scheme and grant Blacks their full 
citizenship rights. We must continue to pressure South 
Africa on these fundamental points if there is to be any hope 
at all of non-violent change in that land. And, at the moment, 
I know of no other way of demonstrating the seriousness of our 
concern to Pretoria than the sanctions legislation. Construc­
tive engag~ment ~as made no real dent in these two fundamen­
tal elements of Apartheid. 

Keep up the effort in the Senate for the · sanctions bill. As 
one who maintains close contact with Catholic church leaders 
in the RSA where my Order has missions, I know that U.S. 
governmental pressure is welcomed by those struggling f o~ 
justice despite what Rev. Fawell might say. 

Sincere(J) yours, J'Y(! 

~ Gf.:i_~ l /....J.//J-, . 
( ~ v . r J on n T • Pawl '.i k ow ski , 0 • S • M • , Ph • D 
Professor of Social Ethics 
Servite Representative, Africa Faith & 
Justice~Network, Wa~hington, DC 

A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MINISTRY IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC TRADITION 
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Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 ~ast 56th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Marc: 

August 26, 1985 

LOUIS 'f!· GOOOKINO 

L OUIS MERLINO 

MERVIN H. RISEMAN 

MAR.JO R IE S . ELKIN 

01'" COUNSEL 

Please forgive me fo~ the long delay, but since the 
middle of July I have been to Paris twice, London once and then 
on a brief vacation which was terminated abruptly when Mildred 
fell and .broke her hip. 

I want to ~ell yo~ again :hdw gtatedful we all are for 
your help at the wed4ing, and I have enclosed some evidence of 
our appreication. 

Haines 

Enclosure 



The ~rnerican Gjewish Co1I1rnitt~e 
Institute of Human Relatiilns • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 1002~ • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

September 5, 1985 

The Honorab l e George P. Shu l tz 
Secretary of State 
U.S. State Department 
2201 C Street, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Secretary Shultz, 

I have been meaning to wr i te t hi s personal letter to you for some time. 
During a recent trip through the Midwest, I read a number of arti c l es 
describing a serie~ of pressures and c ri ~ic i sms agai nst you from 11 right­
wing11 elements, and that triggered my decis ion to wr i te. 

I have had the privi l ege of being present at a number of meetings with 
you attended by ~ewish or interfai~h leadersh i p. I was also present when 
you addressed the Nationa l Conference on Soviet Jewry and the Holocaust 
Memori-al observance in the Capitol Rotunda. 

I have seldom been so moved by the compass ion, caring, and simple decency 
.of any governmental leader as I have by your words. 

In my capacity as Director of ·Inte rnat ional Re l ations of the American 
Jewish Committe~, I have been both professionally and personally con- · 
cerned about East -West .and North-South relat ions, world refugees, hunger, 
and development policies of our government. 

In virtually 'every instance, I find myse l f identi fying with your articu­
lation of our pol i~ies. Your measured, reasoned, and balanced approach 
to the diffkult and complex is_s4es of inter·national relations have · 
stamped you in my judgment as one of the truly great Secretaries of 
State in the history of our nation. 

I simply wanted y~u to know of my feelings about your role and ~tature 
in my eyes, and of my wi 11 ingness to be of every possib.le support in 
standing against the extremisms in our land which distort the significance 
of your contribution to a strengthened America as the bastion of democracy 
and human rights on the internati onal scene . 

H()11~~0 1. F~·IErJMAN. ?,esider.t • • OA'.'10 M. G0i'D1$. E'~u;1ve Vice·Presicen1 
iHEO()l)OE ElLENOFi'. Cnait. Board of Governors • ALFKCD H. M05ES Cna11. Na1iona1 ExKuti•e Council • · ROBERTS. J~COBS. Cha11. S:1r~ ol i rcste!s • 
f.OW.:SC' : . ~~SON . Treasurer · • SHl~LEY M. S!~S~.O. Secretary • DAVID H. PEIR~Z. A;;ociaie Treasurer • AITA c. HAUSF.R. cna1:. E ·~~"ave C-0:r.m1:1ee • 
Ho~oru~ !':es•Ceots: MOfiR1S B. ABRAM ARTriUR J GOLOBcRG. ?HlllP E. HOFFMAN. AICH>\RO MAASS. ELMER L. w:NTER. MAYNARD i WISt'il-IER • Honorary Vrce-F·<;•W o!s: NATHAN APPLEMAN. 
1.IAAT!N GANG. RUTH R. GOOOARO. ANDREW GOODMAN. RAYMOND f ~P.AVIS. J.!-MES M~RSH.~tL. WILLIAM ROSF.NIVALO • MAX M fl SHER. ttonorary Cnair. Na110,,~, :>etu!ive Cvunc1I • 
ExKbl'<e V1ce-!'resioen1:; Emerin: JOiiN SlAWSON. BERTRAM H GOlO • Viet-?rts10ents: NORMAN E ~LEXJ.NDEF.·. WestcheSI!:: HOWARD .A. G)L9£RT. Cnicago: AL~N C GREEN9ERG. New York: 
P.08E'H rl HAINES. New York: CHAP.LOTTE G HOLSTE!N. Sy:atuse. A1'N P.' KAUFM;.,.., Houston: R09ERT l. PELZ. W!s:c~es:er: 10£LLE RA31N. Dallas : BR~CE \: il~MEil . Lo; Angeles. 
04VIO F. SQUIRE Boston: AICHAi!O L WEISS. Los i\rlgelts • 
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Th~ Honor ab 1 e George P. Shu·1 tz 
September 5, 1985 

I f the.re is any way iri which the American Jewr~n Committee or I per­
sonally can be of assistance to y9u in the im~lement~tion of our nation's 
foreign polJcy, I hope you wi ll feel free to count on us as · trusted 
allies and supporters. 

Ra bbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Direc tor 
Internationa l .Re lations Department 

MHT:RPR 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
Monday, September 9, 1985 

ATTENDANCE 
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NOTE: David Hirschhorn's name was inadvertently omitted from the 
minutes of the June 24, 1985 Bo~rd of Governors meeting. 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
Monday, September 9, 1985 

Theodore Ellenoff; Presiding 

SUMMARY 

UPDATE ON FINANCIAL SITUATION 

Ho~ard . Friedm~n outlined the agency ' s new four-point fundrais~ng program aimed 
at raising $12,900,000 during the current fiscal year, ending June 30, 1986. 
The four . goals. lnclude extending our plate dinner schedule, encouraging chapter 
members to become contr~butors," solicitation ·by 'chapter leaders of larger gifts 
from msnbers and targetting· major donors: to be solicited by national off leers. 

During the ensuing discussion, it was noted that, although a major portion of 
our funds come from the non-Jewlsh community and the Governors should continue 
to identify such prospects, AJC's long-term fiscal growth can only be assured by 
a more concentrated effort at raising funds within the Jewish community. 

UPDATE ON THE FARM CRISIS: PROPOSED STRATEGIES 

Rabbi James Rudin ancfoMarcia Lazar described thei~ recent visit~ to the Midwest 
to investigate the growing incidence of anti-Semitism in the farmbelt. During, 
meetings with community · lea~ers, th~y learned that extremist right-wing groups 
ar~ · making increasingly effective ·use of the media and the political arena to 
spread thei~ mess~ge of hatred against Jews. 

. . 
To combat this phenomenon, AJC's strategy includes the wide disssnination of a 
detailed backgrounder on the subject; a national press conference, featuring 
Jewish and Christian leaders and Midwestern officials, which will f,ocus on the 
extremist groups responsib1e for spreading this hatred; a "fly-in" in Chicago to 
update AJC chapter leaders on the subject; and a briefing for Jewish community 
professionals from the areas affected. 

ATTITUDES TOWARD JEWS IN THE AFTERMATH OF BITBURG 
• 

Milton Himmelfarb analyzed the results of AJC's recent poll on anti-Semitism in 
the U.S. in the aftermath of President Reagan's visit to Bitburg, and the 
findings confirmed AJC' s belief that anti-Semitism is generally not tolerated in 
American society today. -
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IMPLICATIONS OF NAIROBI 

Suzanne El son and· Mimj AlpeC'i.n ·reported that 21 AJC wqmen attended the Decade of 
Women Forum in Nairob.i, and _that· the . overall results of that gathering were 
quite positive , due in pa r t to an a~parerit split in the Arab ranks and the 
evenhanded approach of the forum convener and the Keny.an government. Suggested 
strategies for AJC to pursue might include strengthening our .act.lvities at the 
United Nations, increasing our diplomatic contacts with African nat.ions, and 
initiating Black/Jewish women's dialogues. · 

REPORT ·oF THE. EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

Dr. David Gordis stated that plans for reorganizing the agency's program depart·~ 
ments, fund r aising and marketing techniques will shortly be submitted tb the 
Board · for discussion • . As part of this restructuring, he has ·established a staff 
Resedrch Commit tee to review all proposed research projects in order to insure 
qual.ity contro l .and obtaln a wid e range · of perspectives on any study to be 
undertaken. . . 

Dr. David Singer described. a ~umber of AJC re search projects· currently being 
c_onsidered or underway , includ.i.ng studies of Jew~ .in the executive suite, the 
relationship between Evangellcals and Jews, and fac tors in American· society 
which encourage anti-Semitism. 

UPDATE ON INTERNA.T !ONAL ISSUES 

Leo Nevas reported t hat the International Relat .ions Depar tment had submitted a 
proposal to the administrat.ion for a Wh.lte House conference on terrorism, and he 
no~ed the IRC' s increased activity concerning Soviet Jewry, in light of the 
President's upcoming meeti ngs with Russian leaders. He also stated t hat a small 
group of AJC officers will be visiting South Africa to investigate t he current 
political s.ituation and .its effect on the local Jewlsh com!llunity. 

The Governo r s approved a resolution on U.S . arms sales to Jor dan ~nd Saudi 
Arabia. (See Appendix A.) 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS M[ETING 
Monday, September 9, 1985 

Theodore Elllenoff, Presiding 

·Mr. ELLENOFF opened the meeting by lamenting the recent passing of Mervin 
Riseman, whose wise counsel, personal grace and warm, gentle spirit will be 
greatly missed. He noted Mr. Riseman's long involvement with AJC, which 
included serving as New York Chapter president, national secretary, vice 
president and Board of Governors member, and his deep commitment to the cause of 
hunan rights and to the security of Jews around the world. · 

Mr. ELLENOFF commented on the presence of many of the chapter presidents who had 
attended the past weekend's successful Hilda Katz Blaustein Chapter Presidents' 
Institute, where they had an opportunity to help formulate the direction in 
which the agency will be going and to learn mor~ about AJC' s institutional 
needs. 

UPDATE ON FINANCIAL SITUATION Mr. ELLENOFF then introduced 
Friedman to report on the 
present financial situation. 

Howard 
agency's 

Mr. FRIEDMAN opened his remarks by stating that AJC's current budget calls for 
$12,900,000 to be raised through the annual campaign. He then outlined the 
four-point program that has been devised to raise these funds. 

The first goal of the program is to reinforce and extend our plate dinner 
schedule atound the country, and this ls currently on target, with most dinners 
in place for the coming year and the promise of some additional functions in a 
number of communities. Secondly, the chapters will be charged with the respon­
sibility of encouraging their local members to become contributors to AJC. The 
third aim · is for the chapters to identify the 15% of their local members who 
have the capacity to increase their gifts to $1,000 per year and for chapter 
leaders to personally solicit these increased gifts. And fourthly, for the 

· chapters to identify individuals in their communities (both Jewish and non­
Jewish) ~ho represent the potential for significant giving ($20,000 and over) so 
that the national officers may solicit them personally. 

Mr. FRIEDMAN believes that. the last three points of this program are "doable" 
goals, while noting hqwever, that they are not meant to replace the reliable 
plate dinner system now in use, but rather to complement it by raising an 
additional $1-2 mil.lion doll.ars each year; Mr. FRIEDMAN closed by noting that 
the agency has also targeted $25,000 for a tr~al direct-mail campaign which is 
currently being put into effect. · 

Mr. ELLENOFF opened the discussion to the floor, and Mary SHAPERO asked whether 
a special 80th anniversary endoMOent drive was being planned. 

Arthur FEUER replied that the agency will be pu.rsuing an ongoing endo"1nent 
drive, but that it would not be targeted to any specific ye~r or event. 
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In response to a query by Elise WATERMAN on whether the agency has plans to 
pursue foundation grants for some of its work, Mr. FRIEDMAN stat~d that specific 
programs are now being targeted for just this purpose. 

Leo NEVAS inquired as to what group the initial direct-mail appeal ·was being 
sent, and. Mr. FEUER replied that the mailing is going to a list of people who 
have responded in the past to such appeals from other Jewish organizations. 

At the sugges·tion of Robert GRIES, Mr. FRIEDMAN agreed that the agency should 
encourage Board members to make a provision for AJC in their wills~ A number of 
Governors also suggested that additional funds might be raised in honor or 
memory of Board members, and Mr. Friedman agreed that this possibility should be 
further explored. 

Edward ELSON noted that AJC's sources of revenue have remained basically the 
same over the years, with a major portion of our funding coming from the 
non-Jewish community, and he urged the Governors to assist in identifying 
further prospects in the general community. 

Maynard WISHNER stated that, while we do have a legitimate call on the non­
Jewish conununity for funds, he believes our disproportionate dependency on these 
sources leaves the agency in an unhealthy state. He called for a major effort 
to increase AJC's financial support within the Jewish community. 

Mr. FRIEDMAN agreed with Mr. Wishner, noting that one of the specific aims of 
our new fundraising program was to increase the amount of our financial support 
among American Jews through our direct mail campaign, our efforts to increase 
contributions among AJC members and our major gifts campaign. 

Mr. ELLENOFF closed the discussion by stating that a new promotional piece, 
which is now being prepared for use in our fundraising efforts, will capture the 
spirit a.nd accomplishments of AJC in a skillful and professional manner. 

UPDATE ON THE FARM CRISIS AND 
ANTI-SEMITISM: PROPOSED STRATEGIES 

the farmbelt. He called on Rabbi 
assessment of the situation. 

Mr. ELLENOFF referred to the recent seg­
ment on the 20/20 television show 
which dealt in a rather sensational and 
frightening manner with anti-Semitism in 

James Rudin and Marcia Lazar to offer their 

Rabbi RUDIN noted that, although the 20/20 segment was presented in a sensa­
tional manner, the basic content was ac9urate, and that reports have been 
coming into AJC for months · on this growing phenomenon in the Midwest. He 
recently spent five days in Iowa, where he met with local Christian leaders, 
public officials, businessmen, reporters and Jewish community leaders to assess 
the problem. He found among the local farmers a general feeling of hostility 
and mistrust toward all officials above the local level and a tendency for them 
to blame their situation on "outsiders," who are most often considered to be 
Jews. This tendency has been taken advantage of by groups such as the Populist 
Party, who are stirring up this hatred and becoming increasingly involved in 
local poll tics. Among the mor·e frightening groups advocating anti-Semitism is 
the Christian Identity movement, whose theology labels Jews as the "children of 
Satan, 11 and the local Jewish leadership is extremely concerned with the situa-
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tlon. He noted that, in Iowa alone, approximately 1/3 of the farmers are 
likely to lose their· farms in the coming years, and their fears make them an 
easy prey to such propaganda. 

After his return from · Iowa, Rabbi Rudin met with the members of AJC's other 
natio~al program departments, and the following strategy was devised to respond 
to this growing problem: 

A detailed backgrounder was prepared and distributed to AJC leaders and 
American opinion makers. 

A press conference has been scheduled for September 20 in New York City, 
when Jewish and Christian leaders and local Midwestern officials will 
focus the attention of the national press corps on the groups responsi­
ble for spreading extremist views. 

A fly-in will take place at O'Hare Airport on September 23, which will 
bring together AJC leaders from all over the country for an update on 
the situation. 

In -October, a briefing for Jewish community professionals on the farm 
crisis will be scheduled. 

Rabbi RUDIN closed by stating that the Jewish community's strongest allies in 
this battle are the mainstream Christian leaders, who we are working with 
closely to continue the fight against extremism. 

Marcia LAZAR, Chicago Chapter president, then reported on her recent visit to 
Wichita, Kansas with Midwest Regional Director Jonathan Levine. As a result of 
her visit, she shares Rabbi Rudin's apprehension about the growth of anti-Jewish 
extremism in the farmbelt. She met in Wichita with Jewish community leaders, 
Christian clergy, the media and local public officials, all of whom were very 
concerned about the problem. She noted particularly that many local clergymen 
were receiving inquiries about tne theology of the Christian Identity Croup, 
which seems to be targetting the Christian community with their propaga~da. She 
also sensed that the local Jewish community was quite frightened about the 
situation. In her meeting with the Attorney General of Kansas, he expressed his 
frustrations about his unsuccessful attempts to legally prev~nt these extremist 
groups from broadcasting their message over the airways, and he urged the local 
Jewish corranunlty to become more involved in fighting this problem. 

Mr. ELLENOFF commented that he views this outbreak of anti-Semitism as more 
serious than those of the past because of the level of political organi­
zation, the fanatical religious ideology and the sophisticated media campaigns 
used by the extremist groups involved. He then asked the Governors for their 
comments and suggestions on AJC's strategy for combatting this phenomenon. 

Margaret WEINSTOCK asked if these extremist groups are becoming a factor in 
local elections in the Midwest, and Rabbi Rudin replied that the Populist Party 
ls the only radical right group currently on the ballot in these areas. 
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Miles JAFFE commented that continuing to work closely with Christian groups 
throughout the country will provide AJC with the most effective method of 
combatting this type of extremism. 

Sholom COMAY stated that the National Affairs Commission's Task Force on 
Extremism will be studying this phenomenon over the next few months. The NAC 
believes that AJC's approach must be different from that of the other Jewish 
defense organizations and that we must address this as a long-term problem and 
utilize our unique relationships with the non-Jewish community to fight such 
extremism • 

.. Bruce RAMER, chair of the NAC Task Force on Extremism, noted that upcoming 
meetings will deal with a multitude of issues relating to the crisis in the 
farmbelt, including free speech, hate legislation and revisionist historians. 
He invited any interested Governors to attend these meetings. 

Alfred MOSES stressed the importance of the Jewish community confronting the 
issue of anti-Semitism in the farmbelt. directly, rather than relying on the 
general community to fight this battle for us. 

Richard MAASS stated that, in addition to fighting against anti-Semitism, . the 
Jewish community must work to convince American farmers that they are being 
misled and manipulated by these extremist groups. 

Marc TANENBAUM noted his belief that these groups are rece1v1ng implicit support 
from the vision of a "Christian America" being propagated by the administration, 
and he suggested that we work with Senators and other political leaders from 
the Midwest who might want to publicly distance themselves from this view. · 

John LEVY suggested that AJC might use this issue in its direct mail fund­
rai'sing campaign, as it is a subject which people are likely to respond to. 

David GORDIS concluded the discussion by noting that the total resources of AJC 
are involved in our efforts to combat this problem and study its long-term 
connotations. 

ATTITUDES TOWARD JEWS IN 
THE AFTERMATH OF BITBURG 

of the controversy over 
West Germany. 

Mr. ELLENOFF next introduced Milton 
Himmelfarb to analyze the fin~ings ~f 
a just-completed AJC survey on ~nti­
Semitism in the U.S. in the aftermath 

President Reagan's visit to the Bitburg Cemetery in 

Mr. HIMMELFARB began by stating that AJC, in cooperation with the Roper Organi­
zation, surveyed over 2,000 Americans in July and that the results were gener­
ally upbeat. The findings showed that the ~itburg visit had been opposed by 
two-thirds of the people polled, and among the large majority that remembered 
the affair, 14% felt good about Reagan's decision to go to Bitburg, while 28% 
felt badly about it. It was . found that those who supported the Bitburg visit did 
so out of a desire for a gesture of conciliation between the U.S. and West 
Germany, and not from anti-Jewish motives, and that these people were gener­
ally among the more well-educated and liberal of those polled. 



-7-

On the subject of the Holocaust, l.l t t le support was voiced among those ques­
tioned for being reminded of th~s event. On the issue of pursuing Nazi war 
cr-iminals, there was a flve to four ratio against continuing such activities due 
to a feeling that we should "put this behind us." When asked to select the 
groups in America who make too much fuss . in pursuit of their interests, Jews 
placed sixth out of a list of nine, coming after such groups as Blacks, women 
and Hispanics. CA full report oh the findings of this poll will be sent to the 
Governors shortly.) 

In co~clusion, Mr. HIMMELFARB suggested that these findings tend to support our 
vision that anti-Semitism is generally · not toler.ated in American society, and 
that the phenomenon now occurring in the farmbelt is an exceptional one, albeit 
one which must . be combatted vigorously . He added that Charles Silberman's 
recent book, A CERTAIN PEOPLE: AMERICAN JEWS AND THEIR LIVES TODAY, which deals 
with the posi~ion of. Jews in American society, is replete with references to 
AJC's research on various dimen~ions of this topic and bases its conclusions on 
our findings. 

IMPLICATIONS OF NAIROBI Mr. ELLENOFF then called on Suzanne 
Elson and Mimi Alperin, co-leaders of 
AJC's delegation to the Decade of Women 
Conference in Nairobi, to report on 

their experiences and the programmatic implications for AJC. 

Ms. ELSON stated that 21 AJC women from across the country (the largest Jewish 
delegation) traveled to the forum in Nairobi, which was attended by 12-15,000 
women from 150 countries. The main goal of our delegation was to play a damage 
control role and, although the usual anti-Israel posturing and knee-jerk 
anti-Americanism was apparent, the overall results were quite positive. The 
program of the Non-Governmental Forum concentrated on five main issues -­
equality, development, peace, employment and health. Unlike the previous 
meetings, ·the Jewish women in attendance at Nairobi were well-organired and 
experienced, and a Jewish Caucus met daily to exchange views and discuss 
problems. Their task was made simpler by a split in the Arab ranks and by the 
even-handed approach of ·the forum convener, Dame. Nita Barrow, and the Kenyan 
Government. 

AJC's activities included a Women of Faith Worksho~, a Sabbath service for 
Jewish and non-Jewish women (conducted by Jane Wishner) and participation in 
many panels and workshops on subjects such as elder women (Charlotte. Holstein) 
and women in business (Idelle Rabin). Ms. ELSON noted that the AJC delegation 
received ·wide publicity in Nairobi as well as in the U.S. and that members of 
the delegation will be relating their experiences to other AJ~ers, the general 
community and the media in the coming months. She then asked Ms. Alperin to 
comment on possible strategies fo:r .AJC resulting from the Nairobi visit. 

Ms. ALPERIN offered a number of suggestions for AJC programs which would further 
agency goals in the areas of equality for women and intergroup relations. These 
included strengthening our activities at the United Nations; increasing our 
contact with the diplomatic conmunity, including the African nations; fostering 
relationships with other NGO organizations on both a local and national level; 
beginning Black/Jewish women's dialogues; and strengthening our tie_s with Jewish 
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women's organizations throughout the world. She concluded by pra1s1ng AjC for 
its ongoing programs with both the lnterreligious and international communities, . 
which greatly facilitated the endeavors of the delegation. 

Maynard WISHNER questioned whether the document on the status of Palestinian 
women in Israel, prepared by the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement 
of Human Rights, had proven helpful in Nairobi, and Ms. ELSON replied that it 
had been used extensively by our delegat ion and disseminated widely to the other 
groups in attendance . 

Ruth SEPTEE, a member of the AJC delegation, praised the AJC monograph on Israel 
and South Africa, prepared by Dr. George Gruen ·of the International Relations 
Department, which was used effectively to counteract· derogator y statements by 
anti-Israel delegates. She also no ted that the head of the Egyptian group had 
played a key, constructive role in adhering to the basic concerns of the forLD'll, 
thereby limiting the ab ility of the anti-Israel elements from taking over the 
agenda, and she urged AJC to look into the diminishing power of the Ar:ab bloc 
which was apparent in Nairobi. 

Leo NEVAS commented t hat the success of the AJC Nairobi delegation would give 
added impetus to the International Relations Commission' s goal of setting up a 
series of meetings with delegates to the Uni ted Nations. 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE 
VICE- PRESIDENT. 

There · being no further discussion on 
this matter, Mr . ELLENOFF asked David 
Gordis to review AJC develoJlllents that 
occurred during the summer months. 

Dr . GORDIS stated that AJCers had conducted a series of successful meetings with 
AIPAC, AOL,- the American Jewish Congress and the NJCRAC Advisor y· Council during 
the past few months , with the purpose of improving working relationships between 
the agencies . We also hosted a group of Large City Budgeting Committee delega­
tes at AJC national headquarters, and our r elationship with this body ha·s taken 
on a new tone and spirit, with more r eceptiv ity on their part to the special 
needs of AJC. Dr . GORDIS also reported on his attendance at a conference 
sponsored by the Ecumenical Center for Ch ristian Repentance, which brought 
together Christian and Jewish leaders from all over the world in Jerusalem, 
where the Christians asked forgiveness from the Jewish people for their past 
misdeeds and pledged their future support fot the State of Isr:ae l. 

Over the last several months, Dr. 'GORDI S noted, there have been ongoing discus­
sions between the staff and officers about the restructuring of the agency, 
including reorganizing our program departments, our · fundraising efforts and our 
method of marketing the agency to all of our constituencies, and these ideas 
will be discussed with the Governors over the next several months. Such changes 
wil 1 allow us to sharpen our ab ill ty to formulate agency programs on American 
social policy issues and in dealing wi th "gut" issues· of concern to the Jewish 
community, including Israel, anti-Semitism and religious pluralism. 

One signi f leant aspect of our program is the agency's research activ.lties. In 
order to insure quality control, avoid fragmehtlzation and improve the dissemi­
nation of our research, he has established a staff Research Committee~ This 
interdepartmental group meets regularly to review all research projects under-

~. 

" 
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taken by the agency and is chaired by Or. David Singer, Associate Director of 
the Information and Research Services Department. Dr. GORDIS then ·asked Dr. 
Singer to further describe the workings of the Research Committee and some of 
AJC's more recent research projects. 

Dr. SINGER noted that the Research Committee reviews all research proposals 
submitted by the individual program departments to insure that staff members 
from many different areas can offer their perspectives on the projects and to 
mesh together the interests of a nunber of departments who might be interested 
ln the same area. The committee ls presently preparing an inventory of all 

. research projects currently underway at AJC, which will be updated twice yearly 
and will aid them ln developing a research agenda for the agency as a whole. We 
also hope to establish an academic advisory panel in the future to advise the 
Committee on technical matters when needed . 

Among the projects currently underway or being considered by the Research 
Committee are a series of studies on the position of Jews ln American society 
today, with init ial research being done on Jews in the executive suite and the 
relationship between Evangelicals and Jews; a further look at the "~uthoritarian 
personality," which will study the factors in American society which encourage 
anti-Semitism; an examination of what American rabbinical students learn about 
Christianity and Jewish/Christian relations; a compendium of the data gathered 
by AJC in its five studies of Jewish college freshmen .over the last fifteen 
years; and a study of Jews and organizational life, which will examine af­
filiation patterns and the cultures of the various American Jewish organiza­
tions. 

In response to a query from Robert GOODKIND on the role of lay leaders in 
connection with the agency's · research program, Dr. GORDIS noted that the 
formation of a lay advisory board to work with the committee would be among the 
suggested organizational changes to be conslde.red by the Board of Governors. He 
added that this centralization .of the agency's research functions would enable 
us to restore AJC's position in the forefront of Jewish strategic planning and 
would also prove to be the most cost-effective way of proceeding with this 
aspect of AJC's program. 

UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES Mr. ELLENOFF next asked International 
Relations Commission chair Leo Nevas to 
brief the Governors on a few of the 
important issues being considered by the 
commission. 

Mr. NEVAS reported that a proposal had been submitted to the administration for 
a White Hou se conference on terrorism with AJC as one of the key sponsors, and 
that a task force has been appointed to pursue this recommendation. He noted 
the increased activity concerning Soviet Jewry now going on in Washington in 
light of the administration's upcoming meetings with Soviet leaders, and stated 
that the commission ' s Task Force on Soviet Jewry, now headed by Richard Maass, 
will be attempting to generate some new approaches to this issue. 

Mr. NEVAS mentioned that AJC will be co-sponsoring a conference in Brazil in 
November with the Catholic Conference of Brazil for the purpose of exploring 
relationships between Jews and Christians in Latin America. He also noted the 
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likelihood that a small group of AJC officers ~ill be visiting South Africa in 
Oct~ber at the request of the local Jewish c9mmunlty to investigate the current 
turbulent social and political situation and its effects on South African Jewry. 

Mr. NEVAS then presented to the Governors a proposed statement on U.S. arms 
sales to Jordan and Saudi Arabia which had been drafted by the International 
Relations Commission, and the Governors approved the proposal with a few minor 
changes. (A copy of the final resolution is attached as Appendix A.) 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

85-100-176 
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APPENDIX A 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE STAT~~ENT 

ON PROPOSED U.S. A~~S SALES TO JORDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA 

The Board of Governors of the American Jewish Committee today .reaffirmed 
.its present opposition to the sale of sophisticated, potentially offensive 
weapons to Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 

In a letter of appreciation to the more than two-thirds of the members of 
the Senate who had ca 11 ed upon President Reagan to withhold new anns ship­
ments to Jordan "under · present conditions in which Jordan continues to oppose 
the Camp David peace process," Howard I. Friedman, President of the AJC, and 
Leo Nevas, Chairman of AJC's International Relations Commission, noted that 
"while every possible avenue for resuming the peace process must be seriously 
examined, including some of the recent proposals by King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, it wou ld not advance that process to sell sophisticated, 
lethal war material to Jordan unless and until it engages in direct peace 
negotiations with Israel . " 

As for the proposed additional arms sales to Saudi Arabia, we believe these 
will have a destabi l izing effect, will escalate the arms race and will impose 
further economic hardships upon Israel in its efforts to defend itself. More­
over, Saudi Arab ia has refused to give public support to direct negotiations 
between the Arab states and Israel. 

We acknowledge that the United States has an interest in protecting its friends 
in the region . We therefore continue to favor economic aid for Jordan and 
other measures that wi 11 strengthen the Hashemi te .Kingdom and encourage it to 
negotiate peace directly with Israel. · 

Adopted September 9, 1985 
New York, NY 

85-580-31 
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The GAfllerican Gjewish Cotnniittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable WIShcom, N.Y. 

Septer11ber 10, 1985 

The RE·v. Kevin lynch 
Pauli st Press 
997 M?ca rthur Blvd. 
Mahwah, NJ 07~30 

Dear Kevin, 

I was glad to have the oppportun)ty to speak with you recently . 
In particular, I appreciate your'possible interest In publishing 
a vo 1 ume of my essays. · 

have collected a set of essays, articles, and papers that I have 
written over my thirty years of service in Christian-Jewish rela­
tions, social justice and humanitarian causes • 

A good number of them ~re original papers that were not published 
before, while some have been scattered over publications. This 
is the ~irst time that I have sought to bring them together. 

As you can see, I have organized them in three . separate.. sections: 

A) ·Catholic-Jewish Relations . -- A New Era? -- this section centers 
on Vatican Council II and contains information growing . Ou~ of my 
havi ng been the only Rabbi present at the Council as the 11officla1 
guest observer" of the late Cardinals Bea and .. Shehan of Baltimore 
{the first chairman of the U.S. ·e i shops' Conm i ss ion on Ecumenism 
and lnterreligious Affairs.) A good number of these papers are 
substantive in that ' they deal with the endudng historical, the­
ological, and sociological issues in contemporary Catholic-Jewish 
relations. · 

B) Jewish-Christian Relations -- this second section treats of 
rel~tions with Lutherans and other Protestant and ~vangellcal 
f:>odies • . It includes up-to-date material on the Moral Majority and 
Right-Wing Evangelicals and the issues they ·raise for democratic 
pluralism. 

This section also contains strong material on such soc ial justice 
concerns as world refugees, hunger, poverty, and related humanitar­
ian issues. It contains my address at Hartin Luther King Jr • . 's 
Chu rch. 

llOY/ARO I fRlfOMAN. Presodenl • . • OAVIO M. GORDIS. (lleC\ll•ve Va·PltSIC!?"' 
TH£000A£ HLENOf f. Chai. Boa1d ol G<-"ot'lllOIS • AlfR(O H MOSE~ ena.~ Naloon.ll £ ·~ut•ve Coune>l • ROBE RH .JACOBS. Chair. Board ol lrllSlf'eS •• 
EO\\'~.llO E ElSON. l1easuorr e SHIRL£\' M SZABAO. SeoeU!•y • £MILYVI SU~~ST£1N As50Ctalt Treasurer • RllA l liAUSER. Chatr. htallove Comm<:!et • 
Honorary P1esiden1s· MORRIS B. ABRAM ARTHUR J GOLOBfRG PH;UP E. HOffMAPI. RICll~.R[l MAASS. ElMER L WINTER. MAYNARD I. WISHNER • l!onoPary V1te·PleSldents· NAlHAN APPlfMA.o;. 
MARliN GANG. RUTH R GOODARD. AUDREW GOODMAN. RAYMOll[' f KRAvtS: JAMES MAl\SHALL , WILLIAM ROSEllWAl.D • MAX M. FISliEA. H01•.1rary Chall. Nalional Eloecutivt Counc11 • 
Execullvt V<ee·Presi0en1s Eme11t•: JOllN SLAWSON. BFRTRAM 11 GOLD • Voet-Prts1<1ei1s· NORMAN E. ALEXANDER. Weslchtsler: RICHARD J HIX. Philadelphia. llOWARO A GILBERT. Ch~ 
AV.N C GREENBERG. Nt¥> Yur•. ROBfFtl 11 HAINES Nt.·: Y~1i.: OIARLOTIE G H:.lLSl[lll , S1·1~tuY. ROBER T L PELi. Weslthesrer: IOfllE RABlll Oinas. GORDON S ROSWBLUl.1 Drw 
~ • .. • . • ,. .~ r . ' . ., . .. , •.... 
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In addition, there is a body of papers on Rel iglous Values in an 
Age of Violence, Church-State relations, the sources of Amerfca!s 

.moral and spiri.tual heritage, et cetera. 
\ 

C) Judaism and Christianity -- this final section concentrates on an'•! · 
" Introduction to Judaism" and the deep interrelationship between Juda:­
ism and Christianity. 

I know this can become an exercise in overkill, but I thought that I 
might as well put "the whole bale of hay" before you and your editors. 

A good editor, I am convinced, could produce a strong volume of inter­
est to Jews and Christians. Not {~~onceivably, this .material might 
lend itself to two volumes. 

In any case, I am eager to publish these materials while I am still 
· active i n the field, and can see to it that the volume is · distributed 
widely and publicized through our extensive channels of communication. 

I would deeply appreciate your reactions to this collection, and would 
be eager to meet with you to discuss the pos~ibilities of its publica­
tion through Paulist Press. 

With warm good wishes, I am, 
•.;· . 

Cordially · yours, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

HHT:RPR 

• I • 
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The Brooking~ Institution and 

The Churches' Center for Theology and Public Policy 

POLICY CON.FERENCE FOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

September 10-13, 1985 

Preliminary List of Participants 
\ 

Bishop John Hurst Adams 
African Methodist Episcopal 

Church, Second Di~trict 
615 G Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

Reverend Fred A. Allen 
United Methodist Church 
1795 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10035 

Mr. Andrew Baker 
Director, Washington Chapter 
American Jewish eommittee 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington~ DC 200l6 

Ms. El.izabeth Bettenhausen 
School of Theology 
Boston University 
745 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Stephen Wise Free Synagogue 
30 West 68th .Street 
New York, NY 10023 

Mr~ William Charland, Jr. 
Reg'ional Clerk 
Friends World Committee 

for Consultation 
851 Niagara 
Denver, CO 80220. 

Reverend Canon Carole Crumley 
Canon 
Washington Cathedral · 
Mount Saint Alba·n 
Washington, DC 200.16 

Dr. Kenneth L. · oean 
Pastor 
First Baptist Church 

. 175 Allen.Creek Road 
Rochester, NY 14618 
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Mr. Edward w. Doherty 
Adiiser for Politico~ 

Military Affairs 
Office of International · 

Justice and Peace 
U.S. Catholic Conference 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Mr. James M. Dunn 
Executive Director 
Baptist Jdint Committee _on 
· Public· Affairs 
200 Maryland Av~nue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

Reverend Hugh L. Eichelberger 
Senior Pastor 
Ginter Park Presbyteria~ Church 
3601 Seminary Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23227 

Father Milton Efthimio 
Director 

2 

Department of Church and Theology 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese . 
8 East 79th Street 
New York, NY 10021 

Reverend Dwain Epps 
Director, International Affairs 
NCCC USA 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, .N¥ 10115 

\ 

Dr. Eugene J. Fisher 
Executive Secretary 
Secretariat for Catholic Jewish 

Relations . 
National Conference of Catholic 

Bishops 
1312 Ma ssachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC. 20005 

Reverend Gordon M. Forbes 
Senior Minister 
Westmoreland Congregational UCC 
1 Westmoreland Circle 
Bethesda, MD 20816 

Dr. J. Wesley F,orsline 
Senior Minister 
Calvary Church 

• 1640 Innsbruck Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN · 55421 

Reverend Barbara Green 
. Presbyte.rian Church USA 

110 Maryland Averiue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

Rabbi ·Joshua o. ·Haberman 
Senior Rabbi 

·washington Hebrew Congregation 
3935 Macomb Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

Dr. Gordon Harris 
Vice President for ~cademic Affairs 
North American Baptist Seminary 
1605 S. Euclid Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105-1599 

Reverend David Hollenbach, S.J. 
Associate Professor of Christian 

Ethics 
Weston School of Theology 
3 Phillips Place 
Cambridge , MA 02138 

Dr. William C. Howland, Jr. 
Senior Minister 
National City Christian Church 
5 Thomas Circle, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Reveren~ Thomas L. Jones 
Pastor 
Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church 
One Chevy Chas~ Circle 
Washington, DC 200)5 
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Reverend Edward R. Killackey 
Director, Ma~yknoli Office of 

Justice and Peace 
Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers .· 
4834 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20011 

Sister Madonna Kolbenschlag 
Senior Fellow 
Woodstock Theological Center 
Geor9etown University 
Washington, DC . 20057 

Reverend Dean A. Lanning 
Morrow Memorial United Methodist 

Church 
·600 ·Ridgewood Road 
Maplewood, NJ 07040 

Reverend William A • . Lawson 
Pastor 
Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church 
382~ Wheeler . 
Houston, TX 77004 : 

Mr. James Lintner 
Off ice for Church in Society 
United Church of Chris~ 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

Mr. Karl Mathiasen, 
Founding Director 
Management Assistance Group 
1705 De$ales Street, NW 

.Suite 401 
Washington, D~ 20036 

·Bishop Felton Ed,win May 
The United Methodist Chur~h 

Harrisburg Area 
900 South Arlington Avenue 
Harrisburg, PA 17io9 
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Reverend Kennth McLean 
Cedar Lane Unitarian Church 

· 7601 Cedar Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Bishop C. P . Minnick, Jr. 
The United Met~odist Church 
P.O. Box .10955 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

·Dr. Edwin Mulder 
General Secret·ary 
Reformed Church in America 
475 Riverside Drive 
New ¥ork, NY 10115 

Reverend Andrew Murray 
Campus Minister 
Director of Peace and Conflict 

Studies 
Juniata College 
Huntingdon, PA 16652 

Dr. Ann Neale 
Vice President 
ijon Secours Health System 
5457 Twin Knolls· Road 
Columbia, MD 21045 

Reverend . Cornish R. Rogers . 
School of · Theology at Claremont 
1325 North College Avenue 
Claremont, CA 91711 

Mr. Daniel A. Seeger 
Regional ·Executive Secretary 

· American Friends Service Comm·i ttee 
is · Rutherford Place 
New York, NY 11238 

.1 
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. Reverend John F. Steinbru~k 
Pastor 
Luther Place Church 

· 1226 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC · 20005 

Sister Nancy Sylvester, IHM 
·NETWORK 
806 Rhode Island Avenue, NE 
Wash~ngt9n, DC 20018 . 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

4 

Director, International Retations 
Department 

American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New Yoik, NY 10022 

Mr. Jonathan Vogel 
Religious Society of Friends 
706-B Walker Avenue 
Greensboro, NC 27403 

Mr. James M. Wall 
Editor 
Christian Century Magazine 
407 s. Dearporn S~reet 
Chicago, IL 60605 

Ms. Eliz~beth Watson 
Religious Society of Friends 
8 Ruf us Jones Lane 
North Easton, MA 02356 

Dr. John .R. Wilcox· 
Director, Center for Professional 

E~hics 
Manhattan College 
Bronx, NY 10471 

Dr. J. · Philip Wog·aman 
Professor .of Christian Social 

Ethics 
Wesley Theolo·gical Seminary 
4500 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, . DC 20016 

·. 
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The ~lilerican Cfewish ~riunittee · 
Institute of Human Re&ations • 165 East 56 Street, New Volt. N.Y. 10022 • 2121751-4000 • C'.able Wishcam, N.V. 

OfFICl Of THE "'ESIDENT 

Ambassador Richard W. Murphy 
Assistant Secretary of State 
f or Near Eas tern and Sout h Asian Aff alrs 
Department of ·State - Rm. 6244 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear !Gbassador Murphy: 

September 13, 1985 

This letter ls a follow-up to your recent telephone conversation with Dr . 
George E. Gruen, AJC's Director of Israel and Middle East Affairs. It is my 
pleasure to invite you to address The Aalerican Jewish Caaaittee' s National 
Executive Council Meeting at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Miami , Florida. The 
NEC. 'meeting brings together several . hundred civic, caa~al and r~ligious 
leaders from throughout the United States and abroad for consultations and 
policy-making sessions. 

As you know, The Nlerlcari Jewish C0111Rittee ls the oldest human rel ations 
organization in this country. From its lnceptlon ·in 1906, it has been in the 
forefront of efforts to ensure the health of out democratic society and the 
dignity of all groups within it, a lead~r in the field of international htmtan 
rights, and concerned with the creative survival of Jews in the U. S., I srael 
and the rest of the world. 

We would like you to address our plenary session entitled "Toward Peace i n the 
Middle East" on either Friday, November 8, 1985 at 2 PM or Sunday, November 10 
at 10 AH. This session will be · a candid, off-the-record exchange during tthich 
we would ask you to share your insights on the direction of United St ates 
policy in the Middle East an~ your assessment of the current prospects for 
peace. As or . Gruen mentioned, we would also be pleased to arrange a ,.press 
conference before or after the meetiing, if. you so desire. 

I do hope that yours will be a favorable response to our lnv ltation . : I look 
forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

• 

Sinc~rely, 

Howard I. f riedman 
HIF/prb 

B.CC 1 Dr , George Gr uen , Davi d Harr fs , Marc Tanenbaum . 

HOWARO I ffllIDMAH. Pres.oen1 o • OA\/ID M. GORDlS. E.uQMe VU-Presiaent 
THI DOORE EUENOff. Cllait. Board ol GO'iemols · o AlfRED H. MOSES. Ol311. Nallln.11 EUQllM ~ • ROSERT S. JACOBS. 01air. &aro ot Tnisues • 
EllWAROE ELSON. Treasurer o SHIRLEYM. SZABAD. Secrttilry e EMILYW'SUllSTEIN. Assooalt Treasum o RITAE. HAUSf.R. Char. Exeatir.eCommiu2e 0 
Honorary PresideolS: MORRIS 8 ABRAM. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP£. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS. ELMER L WINTER. MAYNARD I. WISHNER · ·• llotloraly Vu-PresidenlS: NATHAN APPl.EMAN. 
MARTIN GANG. RUTH A. GODDARD. AHDf!£W GOODMAN. RAYMOND F. KRAi/iS. JAM£S MARSHAl.L. WILLIAM ROSE.NWAl.D II MAX M. FISHER. Honoraiy Chait. ~ E.ucuwe CoWICll • 
ExeculM Vo:·Prb.WllS E~a. JOHN Sl.AWSOH. BfRIRAM H GOI 0 o Ya·Presoems· NORMAN E. AilXANDER. Wesldlesler. RICHAAD J. FOX. ~ HOWAIUl A. GILBERT. CIUc:ayo: 
.-,,.AH C GREENBERG. New Yori!; ROBERT H HAJNfS. Hew Vol\. CHARI.OTTE G HOl.STEIN. SvrilCllSe. ROBERT L. PEl..Z. Weslclleslit: IDEW RABIN. Dallas. GORDON S ROSENBl.UM. DlrMr . . 
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International League for Human R;ght~ National affiliates and 
correspondents around the world. 

0 
432 Park Avenue South, 11th floor 
New York, New York 10016 

In consultative status with the 
United Nations, UNESCO, ILO and 

Council of Europe. Tel. (212) 684-1221 

Honorary Pmlldenta 
Gunnar Myrdal 
Alldre• D. Sakharov 

Hor.oni~ 'Jlco l'ros!d:lmo 
Fenner Brockway 
Frances Grant 
Jan Papanek 

Board of Directors 

Prusldent 
Jerome i Shestack 

Vice Presidents 
Roger ·$ . Clark 
Dorothy Hibbert 
Heinz Pagels 

Socfetary 
Nina Ferrero Raditsa 

Treaourer 
Richard Maass 

Auoclate Treaeurer 
Barbara Greenfield 

David Aaron 
Morris B. Abram 
Millard Amold 
Robert F. Bernstein 
Bruce Bushey 
William J·. Butler 
David ·Cartin er 
Eugenio Chang·Roclrigvez 
Lung-chu Chen 
Esther Coopersmith 
Robert Cox 
Ellen Dahrendorl 
Maxwell Dane 
Samuel Dash 
Jack David 
Patricia M. Derian 
Fr. Robert Drinan 
Tom J. Farer 
Donald M. Fraser 
Douglas Fraser 
Richard Gardner 
Alfred Gellhorn 
Anita R. Gordon 
\(artan Gregorian 
Jack Greenberg 
Feliks Gross 
Patricia Hewitt 
Philip Holtman 
Ben1amin Hooks 
Max Kampetman 
Florence Kandefl 
Sylvia Fine Kaye 
Edward Kline 
Sidney L•skofsky 
Suzanne Massie 
C. William Maynes 
Thomas P. Melady 
Archibald Murray 
Adnan Byung Nasution 
Leo Nevas 
Adamantia Pollis 
Lillian Poses 
Michael Posner 
Bruce Rabb 
Bogdan Raditsa 
Andrei D. Sakharov 
Chesterfield Smith 
George Soros 
Lee Traub 
Willian vanden Heuvel 
Jaime Castillo Velasco 
Harris L. Wolford. Jr. 

Sept ember 20 , 1 985 

Dear Friends: 

Founder 
Roger Nash 6aldwin (1885-1981) 

Executive Director 
Felice 0 . Gaer 

Program Director 
Nina H Shea 

Enclosed is a copy of a recent report written by t he Ch i l ean 
Commis sion for Ruman Rights in Santiago. It analyze s human rights 
abuses duri~g Chile's state of siege. The Internationa l League 
for Ruman Ri ghts has tran s lated . thi s report as the s i x t h i n a 
seri es enti~led News From the Chilean. Commission for Human 
Rights . 

This is a publication of the League's Affiliate Net,wor k 
Project, t hrough which we bring important i nf o rmation prepared by 
our af f il i a t ed civil libe r ties groups worldwide to t he attenti on 
of publ ic of f i cials and pr.i v ate spe't i a l i s t s a broad. The League 
has 41 affiliates in 30 countries, each defending human r ights 
domest ically . 

Our Chilean affiliate is a v ery activ e group, but i t suffe r s 
continuing harassment from the authori tie·s; In August, · t he League 
s ponsored a mission to Chile that inv e stigated arrest s a nd o t her 
intimi dation of human ' rights defenders activ e in the Commi ssion 
a nd as sociated groups. The team succe eded in obtaining the 
r e l ease of Dr. Pedro Castillo, a member of the Commissi on's 
Counci l, who had been detained .a f ew weeks prior to the League 
mission. The team members were showered with testimony of other 
r epress i on directed against human right s def enders f rom all ~arts 
of Chile. 

We wil l keep you posted on t hei r findings and re l a~ed 

actions. An ar t icle by team member Fa t her Ro bert Drinan i s a l so 
enclosed. 

If you have suggestions about t hi s cont i nuing ser ies of 
publ ication s, plea s e le t me know . 

Sincerely yours, 

cJ&.~{) .~ 
Fel ice D. Gaer 
Executiv e Direc t or 
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12 Year&of Night in Chile 
By ·Robert F. Drinari 

WASHINGTON - What will op~ 
sition forces in Chile do today,_ the 
12th anniversary. of the coup that · 
brought Gen. Augusto Pinochet to 
power? I found no clear answers to 

fiFYP"'' · =&1 1 .. _; .. 5+.; I 

Reagan 
·can help 
bring dawn 

that question during a visit last . ' 
· month. But I saw water cannons wait- ' ' .+ 4 

'"" ' * ""'*' ' "vu ' 9 

ing to quell demonsuators. I saw• too, citizens no less. The disintegration 
deep frustration among the'll.8 mil-
lion people, who are humiliated by the of freedom in the last dozen Years 
torture, _., murders, harassment and has t>e:en appalJing. In 1973, more 
theexi.lingofCitizenswhoarebeinto than 50 ~t of all workers~ 
one of the richest democratic uadi- longed to labor unions; today, only 8 
tions in Latin America. · percent. In 1973, the external debt 

I do know the United State5 ha:s an was $4 billion; today, $22 billiop. The 
important l"Qle in Chile's future. The media are , censored. Torture 
arrival shortly'of-a ,ne~ ambassador touches hwtdreds each year but in­
offers the Administratfon ,~ oppor-_ timidates millions. Political parties 
tunity to change its policy, in which ·· are suspended. · . 
pieties about a democratic transition Aside from ~United States, about · 
are coupled with acts that bolster the only source of hope in Chile is the 
General Pinochet. We must now Roman Catholic Church. At a dinner 
press unmistakably for civilian rule. in the home of Raw Silva Henriquez, 

President Reagan owes Chilean the 78-year-old reti~ Archbishop of 
- ------' ------ Santiago, this venerable figure re­
Robert F, Drinan, S.J., a former viewed his efforts to deter terror 
Representative who is professor of from 1973 to 1983 and concluded by 
law at Georgetown University, vis- saying that the Government's oppres­
ited Chile on a mission for the Inter- sion of the church is as bad as pers~ 
national League for Human Rights: cution of the church in the Roman · 

Empire in the early centuries of 
Christiaruty. Chile is harassing the 
church because, almost alone among 
social institutions, it represents the 
tortured, the exiled, the Wtemployed 
and the poor. · 

Nearly everyone in Chile wonders . 
when the dark night will end. Now 68· 
years old, General Pinochet will not 
go voluntarily because he· has no 
place to go; If be remains in Chile, he 
could be tried for countless crimes 
jUst as generals and admirals of Ar­
gentina have been tried. If he wants 
to go abi-oad, there is no place to go 
except ·possibly Paraguay. 

. I have hwtdreds of memories of the 
·people I talked with. But the one I 
shall never be able to forget is a man I 
met in a line outside a jail in Valpa­
raiso while waiting to visit 42 political 
prisoners. 

He told me he was waiting to visit 
his two sons, both imprisoned on un­
specified charge5 of subversion. After • 
two years, no trial date had been set. 
Torture had been used, but he obvi­
ously did not want to talk about it. As 
I moved out of the line into the prison, 
he ended our conversation by stating, 
"What happens to my sons depends 
on decisions to be made by the Presi­
dent cif your country.'' O 
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Human rights abuse in Chile is, sadly, all too familiar a 

topic. ~e precise number, kind, and extent of such. violations 

are extensively documented by groups in Chile working under 

.highly pressured conditions - groups like the Chiiean Commission 

on Human Rights. 

. A continuing disregard--even contempt--for internationally 

agreed upon standards of conduct by the Government of Chile. and 

its agents by now seems almost routine. It takes a dramatic 

event like the impostion of a state of siege in November 1984 and 

the harsh events that have accompanied it (replete with the 
. - . 

symbolism of mass detentions in sports stadiums) to stir us and 

once again dra~ the attention of the world to human rights 

problems· in Chile. 

Throughout the eight month state of siege, across the board 

abrogations of civil liberties in Chile continued to occur. 

President Augusto Pinochet governed under three simultaneous 

states of emergency that afforded him extraordinary powers not 

subject to any judicial process, and that can be--and were--applied 

arbitrariiy. 

Among the rights abuses that occured. during these 

months were: 

-- killings ("deaths in alleged clashes•, stray bullets and 

shots by police forces at demonstrators, and even new cases of 

death under torture) ; 

-- torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment; 

-- mass detentions and arrests in increasing numbers; 
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threats and intimidation ~f dissidents and human r i ghts 

defenders; 

-- abuse of both the right to leave and more commonly, the 

right to return to one's country (there has been no solution to 

the prob~em of Chilean exiles nor any legal criteria for this 

action established); 

-- violations of freedom of movement within Chile ' (hundreds 
. . 

of i nternally exiled persons have no judicial or administrative 

recourse); 

-- restriction of freedom of expression (closing opposition 

journals and newspapers, prior censorship of the press, 

intimidation of foreign journalists, etc.) ; 

~ abrogation of other basic rights such as Pf=aceful 

assembly, association, and participation in public affairs . 

During the past year, the hopes and desires of Chileans for 

a return to democracy and respect for international human r.ights 

guarantees have grown. Yet at the same time, the determination 

of the Chilean.authorities to maintain the present system, under 

its 1980 Constitution, has rigidified. In fact the state of 

.siege, decreed by the President on November 6, 1984 , brought a 

massive scale of human rights violations characterized by a new 

degree of thoroughness and by continued arbitrariness. 

Sadly, such abuses are continuing even though the state of 

siege was formally ended on June 16, 1985 . This is due, in part, 

to the President's continued application of emergency powers . 

under Transitional Article 24 of the Constitution. 

- ..(...(. - . 
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In the pages that follow, the Chilean Commission for Human 

Rights reports on events during the state of siege. The 

Commission presents statistics on abuses as well as a legal 

analysis of ways these acts violated international norms. The 

report was completed on June 20, 1985, four days after the 

lifting of the state of siege. 

~he International League for Human Rights has translated 

this report into English to ensure it receives wide attention in 

North America and Western Europe. This is the sixth report in 

the occasional series, ~ .f.cgJD .the Chilean Commission .f.o.t Human 

Rights, published by the League under its Affiliate Network· 

Project since 1982. The Commission is an affiliate of the 

International League for Hwnan .Rights. 

Founded in 1978, the· Chilean Commission for Human Rights is 

comprised of distinguished persons f·rom the arts, sciences, law, 

and public life. It is the most important ~on-religious human 

rights monitoring organization in Chile, and has been a League 

affiliate since 1979. 

Founded in 1942, the International League for Human Rights is one 
of. the oldest general-purpose nongovernmental human rights 
organizations. It works with a network of 40 affiliates 
worldwide and has consultative status with the United Nations 
(ECOSOC), UNF.sCO, the Council of Europe and the International 
Labor Organization. It cooperates with other regional 
organizations such as the Organization of American States. As a 
matter of principle, the League accepts no funds from any 
government or intergovernmental body. The President of the 
League is Jerome J. Shestack; its Executive Director is Felice 
Gaer and its Program Director is Nina Shea. 



INTRODUC'l'IOR 

Since the 1973 military coup d'etat and consequent rule of 

General Pinochet, no civil or political right has been recognized 

in terms defined by international law. The sa~e can be said, to 
> 

a large extent·, for economic, social and cultural rights. 

Under the recent state of siege, decreed by General Pinochet 

on November 6, 1984, the deterioration of fundamental human 

rights has accelerated. The justification for the establishment 

of a state of siege, including the invocation and application of 

the 1980 Chilean Political Constitution, was the need to combat 

terrorism. The purpose of the ~tate of siege was defined by 

General Pinochet as follows : 

It is precisely in order . to safeguard democracy and 
freedom that today, more than ever, it is necessary to 
be inflexible with respect to the Institutional order 
that guides us. 

Thus, in h-is own words, General Pinochet has adopted 

•drastic methods to preserve this order• and to •re-establish 

security• in the face of political insurrection instigated by 

"outside agents.• Such •drastic methods• consisted of 

simultaneously applying, during the seven month period from 

November 6, 1984 through June 16, 1985, three states of 

exception: the state of emergency, the state of siege (both 

established in Chile' s Political Constitution, articles No •. 2 and 

3) and the state of danger of altering the internal peace 

(contained in Transitory Article 24 of the Constitution). 

The application of the state of siege was made possible by 

the support of the Government junta, the ministers of state, and 
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police forces including the Carabineros and investigative police. 

While all the junta and ministers of state affirmed the need for 

a return to orQe.r and endorsed the General's fight against 

terrorism, the Carabineros expressed the most belligerent 

attitude. Asserting their belief in the existence of urban 

guerillas who •want to play war,• members of the Carabineros 

deiighted in •responding in like manner.• 

This report will establish that those affected by the 

application of Pinochet's state of siege were neither outside 

terrorists nor urban guerillas but ordinary citizens. ~he 

Chilean Commission has no evidence that any terrorist group has 

suffered attacks under the state of siege. Ordinary citizens 

continue to be kidnapped, tortured, assaulted, assassinated, 

raped, exiled, arbitrarily arrested and detained without due 

process or trial principally for political reasons. 

The Justice Tribunals, thus far, have not prosecuted those 

responsible for violations of human rights, and have justified 

such · failure to prosecute by maintaining that the law impedes 

them from protecting those affected by the violatons • 

.mg RIGHT ~ YU 

The Chilean Commission for Buman Rights has identified 94 

cases that violate guarantees of the right to life during the 

period between November 6, 1984 and April 30, 1985. Out of a 

·tota.l of 25 deaths over this six month period, eight victims died 

due to alle·ged clashes between police or security forces ~nd 

extremists (although this assertion has never been confirmed by 

any judicial investigation, and in fact, what testimony was 
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presented, specifically denies this claim); one victim died by 

torture; three by terrorist acts or political homicide (e.g., . 

assassination of kidnap victims by terrorist groups or bombings 

of civilian offices); four by unnecessary violence on the part of · 

public functionaries; four by abuses of power; and five in other 

ways. 

If we add to this list another 69 assasination attempts, the 

total recorded violations of the right to life in Chile during 

the half year period becomes 94. ($ee table below) 

Violations Against ~ Right .t.Q ~ 

Assaults ligL ~ Jla.n... ~ JIA.t.& Al;)L Total 

Deaths 2 4 7 2 7 3 25 

Political Execution 
Alleged Clashes 2 3 3 8 
Torture 1 
Political Homicide 3 3 
Unnecessary Violence 1 2 4 
Abuse of Power 2 l 4 
Other 1 1 l 5 

A:uiiUi§ina.tign . 46 4 2 3 1 13 69 
Attempts 

Total Assaults 48 8 9 5 8 16 94 

%.Bi RIGHT %Q S~CURITX .Qr ~ PERSON 

Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Buman Rights 

st~tes that •no one shall be subjected to torture, or to cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment.• No constitutional or legal 

precept ·peimits, even under states of exception, infractions of 

this universal norm. In Chile however, denunciations of torture, 

as well as cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment were common 

during the six months between November 1984 and April 1985. 
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The Chilean Commission for Human Rights has registered a 

total of 351 serious violations against the right to security of 

the person, including 115 cases of torture and 236 cases of 

cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. One individual .out· of 

the 115 torture victims died: another victim of inhuman treatment 

also died. The fact that during this period there were no public 

demonstrations nor clashes between police and citizens, suggests 

that there were no circumstantial pretexts for these violent 

acts. Instead, they occured routinely, and are apparently 

established practices. 

,t1m RIGHT ~ FREEDOM Afil2 SECURITY 

Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

states that "everyone has the right to ••• l ibe·rty and security 

of person.• However, in accordance with article 2 of Chile's 

Political Constitution, now in effect: 

By virtue of the declaration of the state of siege, 
the President of the Republic may transfer persons 
from one place to another within the national 
territory, arrest people in tbeir own homes or in 
places that are not jails nor those used for detention 
or imprisorunent for common criminals. 

Moreover, in compliance with Constitutional Transitory 

Article 24, the President of the Republic has the power to: 

Arrest persons for up to five days in their own homes 
or in places other than jails. Upon occurrence of 
terrorist acts of grave consequence he may extend this 
peYiod for 15 additional days. 

At the same time, the President has the power to : 

Order mandatory permanence of certain persons in an 
urban locality of the national territory for a period 
not exceeding three months. 

The application of the Constitutional provisions by the Chilean 
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Government has exceeded the norm and has resulted in an pattern 

of violations of the right to liberty and security of the person. 

Between Novembet 6, 1984 and Apri1 30, 1985 the Chilean 

Commission documented 40,302 violations against these rights. 

During the months o-f January and October of 1984 the total. 

increase of detentions for political reasons was 7,492. The 

period under the state of siege saw a dramatic rise in the number 

of detainees, a total ~f 33,801 cases. A similar increase in 

exiles occured during this period; between January and October 

1984 exile cases numbered 170, rising sharply in six months under 

the · state of siege to a total .of 625 ·cases. 

Violations ·against the right to 1 iberty and security of the 

person have been broken down by the Chilean Commission ·into seven· 

categorie•: individual detention, mass. detention, collective 

det~ntion, the installation and use of detention camps, exiles, 

kidnappings, and bombings of public places. 

Individual Detentions 

li.ll l.9..a.O. liB..l ill.2. ill.l. iliUl:-Qct li . N~:nz-Ag.c .as. 
Individual 
.Detentions 323 678 648 306 641. 1,192 636 

As demonstrated in the table above, the total number of 

individual detentions under the state of siege -- 636 -- ·has not 

altered or increased dramatically compared with previous years. 

Rather, it appears to have continued the pattern of doubling one 

year, decreasing by half the .next, and doubling again the 

following ·year.· A recent and important development, h'.owever, ·has 

been an increase in the detent.ion of women; between November 1984 

and May 1985·, 3 7 6 women we re arrested. Out of a total of 7 5 
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individually detained women, 16 were beaten, 19 were tortured and 

12 were exiled. That is to say, 47 of the 75 women who suffered 

violations of ·freedom in circumstances of individual arrests, 

were also victims of violent treatment or administrative 

punishment'. 

~ detentions 

In the case of mass detentions, due to the· suspension of the 

right to assemble and the restrictions on -the right of 

associ~tion, the total number of mass detentions declined under · 

the state of siege from 5943 in 1984 t o 1744. 

Collective Detentions 

Under the state of siege the Government began targeting 

certain sectors of the population and began ~eeking out 

citizens for arrest in their own homes. Seventy five military 

operations were ordered in urban zones affecting thousands of 

homes. These operations consisted of completely surrounding a 

neighborhood ~ith military forces then ordering, through loud­

speakers, all women, and men older than 60 and younger than 15 to 

remain inside, under a type of house arrest, until the end of the 

operation (3-8 hours). Meanwhile~ the rest of the· men were 

d~tained and taken to special places, either by walking or in 

busses. There they proceeded to free those men who had no 

political, social or police records and decided the fate of those 

who did have records. In the latter's case 30,89~ peopie were 

deprived of their freedom, which explains the sharp increase in 

detentions for political reasons. 

In the same way 18 other operations were carried out against 
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social, political, cultural and labor organizations. Everyone 

found within the headquarters of such groups were -detained, 

totalling 157. 

The table below documents the total number of detentions 

during the six month state of siege. As is evident, total 

detentions for political reasons over a six month period was 

double that of the .entire 12 month period of 1983. 

Viol~tions .Qf. Freedom fSlL Political Reasons 

llli ill.Q. lill llll ill.J.. Jan-Oct .li Noy.~Apr ll 
Total 
Detentions 1325 1129 911 1789 15077 7492 33801 

Detention Camps 

Under the state of siege the Government opened two detention 

camps, Pisagua and Conchi, both in the north ·of Chile. A total 

of 427 persons were confined in Pisagua and 11 in Conchi. Of the 

427 in Pisagua, approxi~ately 110 were there for political 

reasons. However, more than 300 other persons were confined in 

Pisagua in violation of both constitutional and · sta.tutory law 

since their detentions were unrelated to the provisions under the 
. . 

state of· siege. There was no judicial order for such 

confinements. The Government argued that the police held past 

records of these alleged common criminals. 

Internal Banishment ( 8 Relegaciones"l 

The total nu.mber of victims of banishment under the state 

of siege was 621, an increase of almost 500 victims as compared 

with the previous year. Along with the quantitative growth of 

banishment, there has been a qualitative change in the 

application of . this violation. 
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Originally, internal banishment was enforced to puni•h those 

individuals who had allegedly violated the political recess and 

dealt with shanty town dwellers Cpobladores), and students. 

Generally, . in these cases, those exiled incernally had been 

detained for participating in public demonstrations or in mass 

organizations. Once arrested, they were confined at a distant 

location (1,000 or more kilometers from their place of 

residence), and citizens who resided in that area were dissuaded 

from establishing relations with the banished individuals. 

Later, the Government added even harsher measures to 

banishment, such as suspending or expelling the victims who are 

professors and stud,nts from universities and colleges, 

preventing those who are academicians from returning to their 

previously held positions and censoring their mail. 

Even more recently, internal banishment became a 

•preventative• measure -- an initiative of the former Minister of 

the Interior, Sergio onorfe Jarpa -- and decrees with •1ists of 

possible· exiles• were drawn up and circulated through pro-

government newspapers. 

During the state of siege other innovations were made, most 

notably the practice of transferring those banished. For example, 

it became common to transfer victims of banishment from one site 

to another when a v_ictim reached some positive leve.l of 

adaptation to his original place of confinement. Also it .became 

common to banish those who had been arrested or tortured in 

secret prisons so that necessary medical attention became even 

more di ff icul t to obtain, thereby aggravating the abuses al.ready 

suffered. 
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Finally, it is impo~tant to note that eleven women were 

banished to the same location; an act which raises the 

possibility of the permanent establishment of a special camp .for 

women prisoners. 

Violent ~ 

Article 5 of ~he International Covenant of Civil and 

Political Rights and Article 30 of the Universal Declaration of 
. . 

Human Rights state that under no circumstances does the State 

have the tight to engage in any activity or to perform any acts 

aimed at the destruction of the civil and political rights 

ensured under international law. This would clearly prohibit 

states from engaging in terrorist acts against its citizens. 

During the sta~e of siege in Chile however, diverse acts 

were carried out by the Government which qualify as terror.ist 

acts, in spite o~ the fact that the state of siege was decreed 

with the ex~ress purpose of preventing terrorist acts. 

Kidnappings 

Since 1978 tempora·ry or perm~nent disappearances for 

political reasons were unknown. Beginning in March 198~, and 

reinforced by the state of siege, kidnappings and disappearances 

have been .occuring in Chile. 

During 1984, 37 cases of disappearances were recorded which, 

according to confirmed testimony, were originally cases of 

arrest. The Minister of the Interior, the Beads of the 

Carabineros, CNI, and Investigative Police reported to the Courts 

that such incidents had never occured. Afterwards, however, it 

was discovered that these same official ·agencies had freed those 
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held secretly in detention or had presented their cases to the 

tribunals for t~ial under diverse charges (20 cases). 

During· the months of January, February, March and April 

1985, 23 people· suffered the same treatment. (See table below) 

Kidnappings 

(March 1984 April 1985) 

Official Agency ll.li lil..5. 

Carabineros 29 6 
Investigative 
Police 4 

CNI · 7 
Unknown 1 12 

Total 37 23 

There are two dominant trends suggested by the Chilean 

Commission with respect to kidnapping and disappearances. First, 

the majority of kidnappings can be att~ibuted to Carabineros; the 

evidence clearly established this in 35 cases. Second, under the 

state of siege it has become increasingly difficult to identify 

the perpetrators of these crimes. Since the state of siege was 

decreed, in 12 cases of kidnapping the identity of the kidnappers 

remains unresolved; 3 cases ended in brutal assassinations; and 

in another case a female victim was raped. 

No police branch has been able to resolve any of these 

cases; nor has the judicial system -- which depends on the police 

in order to function properly -- been able to hold accountable 

those responsible for the crimes. 

Attacks .QD Indiyiduals ~ Social Organizations 

Plainclothesmen attacked, in some instances in the presence 
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of uniformed Carabineros, the headquarters of social 

organizations and engaged in beating or otherwise maltreating and 

tortu.ring whomever they found within the offices. · They also 

partially, and sometimes completely, destroyed the of·f ices, 

including machinery and other equipment, and stole the most 

valuable items. 

In some cases the Government has confirmed its participation 

in these acts, as in the case of the political headquarters of 

the Movimiento Democratico Popular (Popular Democratic Movement) 

and that of the Blogue Socialista (Socialist Block). In the 

majority of cases, however, Government authorship was denied. 

For example, it is still unknown who attacked PRODEN, 

CODEPU, · Confederacion ~ Trabjadores ~la ConstrucCion 

(Confederation of Construction Workers) and the Confederacion ~ 

~ Metalurgicos (Confederation of Metalworkers), MUDECBI and 

others. Neither the police agencies nor othe.r Government office 

have investigated these cases. 

There have also been attacks against individuals including 

three organizers of the Chilean Commission of Human Rights, a 

priest, and directors of other organizations. 

The most serious assaults, however, have been directed against 

women. For example: 

Doris Cifuentes Cassali, 30 years old, member of the 

Committee for the Rights of the Pueblo, ·coDEPO, was assaulted and 

raped in Valparaiso by unidentified plainclothesmen. 

--~ Pineda Salinas,· 42 years old, married to the 

Secretary of the Christian Democratic Party in the city of Arica, 
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was assaulted, tortured and, as a consequence, suffered a 

miscarriage of the child she was carrying. 

-- ~ Macaza Arextabla, 27 years old, member of the Group 

of Relatives of Detained Disappeared, was assaulted and raped in 

Concepcion as she was leaving a public lecture on •violence.• 

The Government has neither identified nor prosecuted any of 

the perpetrators of these . crimes. 

Bombs in Public Places 

Dur.ing a single day and at approximately the same hour, 

bombs have exploded in two municipal offices killing four persons 

and wounding 15 others. The perpetrators are still unidentified. 

-™ RIGHT %Q .LID ll ONE'S .rum COUNTRY 
Alm %llE RIGHT ~ ASYLUM 

· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 13 states 

that •everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence 

within the borders of each state.• And, •everyone has the right 

to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 

country.• Article 14 sets forth the right to seek asylum from 

persecution. 

Article 41, (2) of the Political Constitution of Chile, 

however, gives the President of the Republic the power to expel 

citizens under a state of sie9e. Under constitutional transitory_ 

provision 24, the President · also has the power to deny entrance 

to the national territory of individuals considered a risk to 

national · security. 

On February 25, 1985 the Government submitted a new list of 

individuals prohibited from entering the country containing 4,576 
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names. Also during the state of .siege, 27 people were expelled 

from the national territory and 110 were denied ent~y. 

The most important fact however - based on information 

gathe'red by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees Off ice in 

Buenos Aires arid exiled Chilean groups now located in Argentina -

is that nearly 2,500 Chileans, principally young pobladore~ and 

students, have fled Chile and requested and obtained status as 

refugees in Argent-irta. They were designated the status of 

refugees by the ON High Commissioner who has investigated their 

cases one by one. 

RIGHTS ~ FREEDOM %Q ORGANIZE Atm PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY 

Under article 41 No. 2 of the Political Constitution, during 

a state of siege the President of Chile can suspend or restrict 

the exercise of the rights to organize and to assembly. 

The suspension of these rights was complete and at times 

violence has been used .to close peaceful associations. 

Terrorists and other violent groups however, were not effected, 

as evidenced by the present-day situati9n. 

For example, a number of local, social, cultural and labor 

groups' off ices were shut down, without judicial orders and 

extralegally, in a total of 18 police operations. A total of 157 

persons were detained and more than 30 labor leaders were 

banis~ed. Later the unions' off ices were destroyed and anyone 

found therein was physically assaulted. 

FREEDOM .Qf OPINION, EXPRESSION AND INFORMATION 

· Under article 41 (2) of the Political Constitution the 

President of Chile can suspend or restrict freedom of information 

and freedom of opinion during a state of siege • . The state of 
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emergency permits only the "restriction" of these freedoms, and 

Transitory Provision 24 effects these freedoms only with respect 

to "the founding, editing and circulation of new publications." 

The same day he instituted the state of. siege, the President 

of Chile ordered the closing of six magazines -- Analisis, Cauce, 

~' Fortin Mapocho, J;.a Bicicleta, and Pluma -:1.· Pincel -- a_nd 

effected Decree No. 127 which imposed a complete ban on 

infor.mation. At this time the only information, interviews, 

commentary, reports, etc. tolerated and accepted were •official 

communications of the government•. 

Government censorship affected Church institutions and 

individuals, as well. For example, the Episcopal Committee, 

Cardinal Silva Henriquez, Cardinal Archibishop of Santiago Juan 

Francisco Fresno, and other vicars and priests had communications 

~nd public letters. censored. The •restrictions• on freedom of 

opinion and expression affected all human rights org~nizations 

too, whose denunciations and declarations against the State and 

individual officials were silenced. 

The Government also prohibited labor from speaking out. 

Certain aspects of cultural and artistic life, such as critical 

journalism and plays which dealt too overtly with developments in 

Chile, were banned. 

The headquarters of the Association of Journalists was 

broken into without a judicial warrant and its bulletin was 

confiscated, while publications of the National Press Association 

(or publishers' association) were censored without explanation. 

All public statements of members of the Government junta, 

ministers of state , regional governors, and the President and 

14 



I 

ministers of state, regional governors, and the President and 

Justices of the Supreme Court were censored. 

This suppresion of the right to free expression and 

information was carried out under a system of double 

discrimination. First, one type of communication was arbitrarily 
( 

shut down completely while another was merely censored. Second, 

it became apparent that sdme media were granted access to certain 

information while others were denied this same information and 

censored. 

I2llE PROCESS. UlB TRIAL Alm ™ RIGHT m HABEAS CORPUS 

Provision no. 3 of article 41 of the Political Constitution 

states that •the recourse referred to in Art. 21 (defense) will 

not be effective during states of emergency or siege.• Because 

of this provision, there was no judicial protection ·for victims 

of all serious violations of human rights, including the 

application of special powers under the state of siege that even 

transgress the limits fixed by the Constitution. 

The most notabl·e case with respect to this violation was the 

resolution of the Supreme Court concerning the writ of habeas 

corpus on behalf of the residents of the shanty town of 

Campamento Silva Henriquez. The writ of habeas corpus was 

intended to highlight the fact that police operations in that 

area were unconstitutional. The Supreme Court recognized the 

unconstitutionality and illegality of the procedure but 

established that the transgression was justified. 

15 
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Over the six month period between November 6, 1984 and April 

30, 1985 the human rights statistics were as follows: 

1 death and 3 homicide attempt·s a week; 

2 persons a day were. victims of torture, cruel, inhuman and 

degrading treatment; 
--- 25 people lost their freedom weekly through individual 

arrests, while another 204 were deprived of their freedo~ in mass 

and collective arrests, in an average of 4 operations a week; 

25 people· a week were banished .by "'dmin.istrative order; 

3 people every , 2 weeks were victims of kidnapping between the 

months of January ·and February 1985; 

-- Each day 14 persons fled Chile for refu9e in Argentina-­

averaging 100 a week. 
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9 cge THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMtmE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y.10022, (212) 7514000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, Is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved lluman relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director ol Public Relallons 

FOR D9EDIATE RELfASE 

NEW YORK, Sept . 20 -- The American Jewish Committee today expressed its sadness 

and solidarity with the Mexican people following yesterday 's earthquake. 

Messages went out today to President Miguel de la Madrid and to Bernardo 

Weitzner, President of the Comite Central Israeli ta de Mexico, signed by Howard 

I . Fr iedman, AJC President; Leo Nevas
1
chalrman of its IAternational Relations 

Commission, an~ Rabbi Hare H. Tanenbaun, di rector of the International Relations 

Department . 

Their message to President de la Madrid read: 

"AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE IS DEEPLY SAOOENEO BY TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF 

MEXICAN CITIZENS RESULTING FROM EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU ANO MEXICAN 

PEOPLE OUR SOLIDARITY AT THIS DIFFICULT HOUR. IF THERE IS ANY WA~ WE CAN BE OF 

ASSISTANCE TO YOU, PLEASE CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS FOR THE SPEEDY 

RECOVERY Of ~EAT MEXICAN PEOPLE FROH THIS TRAGIC EVENT. " 

Their message to Hr. Weitzner read: 

"AMERICM JEWISH COMMITTEE OE'EPLY SADOENEO BY TRAGIC LOSS Of LIVES OF 
I 

MEXICAN CIT IZENS RESULTING FROH EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU, 1-EXICAN PEOPLE 

ANO IN PARTICULAR TO MEXICAN JEWISH CCHIUNITY OUR FRATERNAL SOLIDARITY AT THIS 

DIFFICULT HOUR . IF THER,f: IS ANY WAY WE CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE TO OUR 1£XICAN 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, PLEAS~ CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS FOR THE SPEEDY 

RECOVERY OF MEXICAN PEOPLE AND DISH COMMUNin FROM THIS TRAGIC EVENT. HAY THE 

NEW YEAR BRING MEXICAN JEWRY PEACE ANO TRAN(.\JILITY." 

The A·mer ican Jewish Commlttee- i-s··th"ls-coun t ry' s pioneer hunan relatlons 

organization. Founded in 1906, lt combats bigotry, protects the civil .and 

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of Improved 

human relations for all people everywhere. 

85-960-177 EJP, HP 
B033-(PEI-1) /sm 9/20/85 

* • * 

Howird I. Friedman. Pres1den1. Theodore fllenoll. Chair. Board ol Governors. Allred H Moses. Chair, Na1.ional hecu11.e Council: Rooms. Jacoos. Chair. Bo.rd ol Truslees. 

David M Goro1s, Executm\le Vice-President 

Wash1"!1ton Olhce. 2027 Massac~usetts Ave . N W. Washington, D.C 20036 • Europe hQ 4 Rue de la 6ienlaisanct. 75008 Pans. France o Israel hq .. g Eth1op~ St , Jerusalem 95149, tslael 

South America hQ llempamy oll .. e) 165 E 55 St • New Yolk, N Y 10022 • Mexicc.Central Ameroc.i hq Av Eterc•to Nacion.ii 533. Me•JCO s. o F 
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THE SECRETARY Of STATE 

WASHINGTON 

September 21, 1985 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

I was touched by your thoughtful and generous 
letter and appreciate your taking ti~e to write. 
As we think a'bout how to shape and carry out our 
foreign policy, all of us in the Administration 
try to do our · best to maintain and convey to the 
world the values which have served our country so 
well in the past. I·t is gratifying to know that 
you · think we are succeeding. Many thanks for your 
kind words of support. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, 
Director , 

Sincerely yours, 

George P. Shultz 

International Relations Depa r tment, 
The American Jewish Committee, 

165 East 56 Street, 
New York, New York. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE;; . 

date Sept. 23, 1985 

3 
fD 
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to Area Directors ; AJC-Officers; Steering Committee, International D. 
Relations Commission C 

from 
Marc Tanenbaum 

subject Delegates to Brazilian Conference on Vatican II, Nov. 3-5 

As you can see from the enclosed press release, AJC'a International 
Relations D_epartment. is co-sponsoring a major Pan-Americen conference 
with the National Conference or Brazilian Bishops on ·vatican Council II 
-- Twenty Years Later. 

This conference, tbe first of its kind, will be held from Nov. 3-5 
in Sao Paolo. 

This ts· an invitation to your chapter leadership inv~ting one or 
more delegates to join an AJC Leadership delegation to the 
confe"rence . 

In view of ou r budgetary stringencies, it is necessary that our 
delegates cover their own expenses. Travel and hotel expenses will 
be tax-exempt. 

As soon as you have the names of your delegate(s), would you 
olease send it (them) to Jacobo Kovadlorr, AJC. South American 
Af fairs -director, who is coordinating the conference. 

Many t hanks for your cooperation. 

3 
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<lje THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded In 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
a.nd abroad, and advances the cause of Improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Sept. 26 ••• A Pan-American conference evaluating the impact of Vatican 

Council II on Catholic-Jewish relations in Latin America and the United States 

will be held from November 3 through S in Sao Paulo, Brazil . The conference ls 

sponsored by the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops, the Confederation of 

Jewl sh Commun! ties of Brazil, and the .a.ner lean Jewish C011111ittee, ln cooper.at ion 

with the Latin !fnerlcan Jewish Congr ess. 

This ls believed to be the first Pan-Ameri can conference of its kind, 

marking the ZOth anniversary observance of the adoption of Nostra Aetate, the 

Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian Religions . That decl aration, adopted by 

Vatican Council II on October 28, 1965, mar ked an historic turning point in 

Catholic-Jew i sh relations in its repudiation of anti-Semitisin and its call for 

"mutual respect and fraternal dial ogue" between the Catholic church and the 

Jewish people. 

Leaders of the Catholic chur ches and the Jewish c011111unities in Latin 

America and the Uni ted States wil l t ake part in the conference. Co-chairmen of 

the conference are Don Slneslo Bohn,. director for relations with the Jews of the 

Na t i onal Conference of Brazll lan Bishops; Rabbi Hen.ry Sobel of Sao Paulo, for 

the Confederation of Brazilian Jewish communi t i es; Rabbi Hare H. Tanenba161l, AJC 

international relat i ons director ; and Gregorio Falgon of Buenos Aires, repre­

senting the Latin Amer ican Jewish Congress . Jacobo Kovadloff of Buenos Aires 

and New York, AJC South American Affairs director , ls coordinator of the 

conference program with Rabbi Sobel. 

The conference will feature addre.sses and statements on the present state 

of Catholic- Jewish relations by His ~lnence Dom Ivo Lorscheiter, President of 

the Brazilian Conference of Catholic Bishops; His Eminence Dom Paulo Evaristo 

Arns , Archbl.shop of Sao Paulo; His Eminence Jose Falcao, Archbishop of Brasilia, 

representing CELAM, the Latin American Conference of Bishops; Archbishop 

Quarraclno of Buenos Aires, president of CELAM. The Vatican will be represented 

by Monsignor Jorge Mejia, formerly of Buenos Aires, secretary of the ~atican 

Secretariat on Religious Relations with the Jewish People. His Eminence 

Cardinal Jean Paul Lustlger of Paris will also make a principal address • 

• • • • • more 

Howard I. Friedman. President Theodo1e Ellenoll. Cha11, Swrd ol Governors: Allred H. Moses. Chaor, Na11ona1 be<:utiveCouncd, Robert S Jacobs. Chau. Board ol Truslees. 

David M Gordrs. Execulive Vlce·Presidenl 

Washington Olhce. 2027 Mnsachusens Ave • N.W. Wnh1ng1on. O.C 20036 · Europe hq. '. 4 Rue de la 8ienl11u nce. 75008 Paris. France • l s11e1hq.·9 £1hiop11S1 .. Jerusalem 95149. lm ei 
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Dr. Eugene Fisher ' of Washington, D.C., secretary of the Secretariat on 

Catholic-Jewish Relations of the United States Conference of Cathol ic Bishops, 

will speak on "The Present State of Catholic-Jewish Relations in the United 

States." 

Rabbi Tanenba1,111 1 a pioneering leader ln Christian-Jewish relations for the 

past 25 years and the only rabbi present as a guest observer at Vatican Council 

II, will deliver a major address on "Vatican Council II - a Jewish Observer's 

Reflections." Benno Helnitzki of Sao Paulo, president of the Confederation of 

Brazilian Jewish Communi ties, will also chair . 

Catholic and Jewish leaders from other Latin American countries and the 

United States will also take part. 

Among the issues that the panel discussions will deal with are h1,111an 

rights, freedom of expression, socia~ justice, religion and society, the meaning 

of the Holocaust for Christians and Jews, the State of Israel, and Five Cen­

turies of Jewish Settlement ln the Americas. 

A far~reaching declaration by the Brazilian Bishops Confere~ce on Cathol ic­

Je~ish relations will also be discussed. 

The Conference will be held at the Hebralc a Society center and at a 

Catholic ecumen ical center. 

The American Jewish Committee ls thi s country's pioneer h1.111an relations 

organization. Founded in 1906, lt combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

human relations for all people everywhere. 

A, EJP, REL, HP, Z 
85-960-179 
9/20/85-gn 
8025-Pan American 

••• •• more 
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1985 National Executive Council Meeting . 

Hyatt Regency Miami• November 7-10 

September 23, 1985 

Dear AJC leader: 

As the date of the National Executive Council Meeting approaches, I'm pleased 
to tell you that the agenda for the weekend .is shaping up to be one of our 
most exciting prograns to date, reflecting the unique AJC blend of stimu­
lating discussion and decision-maldng sessions on is~ues currently affecting 
the Jewish community. Highlighted below are some of the outstanding events 
planned for the weekend. 

The opening plenary session on Thursday, November 7th will focus on the issue 
of pluralism, with presentations by AJC' s Executive Vice President. Dr. David 
M. Gordis, on pluralism within the Jewish community, and Professor Harvey Cox 
of the Harvard Divinity School on the need for American society to rededicate 
itself to religious pluralism. later that evening, there will be a boat 
excursion to the lovely Vizcaya Museun and Gardens, where AJC will be pre­
senting citations to a number of Dade County municipalities which have adopted 
ordinances prohibiting social club discrimination. 

Friday, November 8th wlll begin with two concurrent progran forums -- a 
. _ ~ession _ qn int_~rmarri~e, . f_e~_turi~_g'._s _ _mo& recent fi_nding~ _ O..fl . ... t,.he CQ!1-

version of spouses, their motives and the consequences of their decision, and 
¥' exploration of the topic of pay equity, which will provide the basis for 
formulating AJC 's policy on this important issue. Among the concurrent 
"Action Where You Are" workshops on Friday, will be a session on anti-Senitism 
and extrenism in the U.S., focusing specifically on the dangerous social and 
political implications of extrenism now arising in the nation's farm belt. 

On Friday afternoon, a number of key experts, including Wolf Blitzer, author 
of BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND JERUSALEM: A REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK, will be exanining 
new developments in the Middle East peace process, U.S. -Israel relations and 
the danger of fundanentalism in the Middle East. This will be followed by a 
meeting of chapter presidents and AJC officers, where the agenda will include 
the final report of the CSC Task Force on Chapter Conmunications. 

Saturday, November 9th will feature a luncheon plenary with Charles Silberman, 
author of the widely-acclaimed new book, A CERTAIN PEOPLE: AMERICAN JEWS AND 
THEIR LIVES TODAY. later that afternoon, there will be an Appeal for Human 
Relations cocktail reception honoring David Fleeman, a distinguished AJCer and 
leader of Miani's Jewish community, to be followed by the NEC Dinner, a 
gala conmunity event, where we will be honoring Ambassador Allan Keyes and 
DcDe Nita Barrow in recognition of their success in depoliticizing the recent 
Decade of Wanen Conference in Nair~bi. 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 
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The final day of the NEC meeting, Sunday, Novenber 10th, will feature two 
plenary sessions -- the first focusing on the accul turatlon of immigrants, 
featuring Mayor Fredrico Pena of Denver and representatives of several 
immigrant communities in Miani, and the second a discussion on the current 
social and political situation in Central America with anbassadors from those 
nations, which will ·concentrate on how the U.S. goverrrnent and AJC can 
formulate effective policy in this increasingly turbulent area. 

Throughout the t£C weekend, there will be a number of meetings of national 
commissions and c<>mmittees dealing with critical programmatic and 
institutional issues, including South Africa and Soviet Jewry, which are 
indicated on the enclosed Schedule of Weekend Events. Among the other major 
figures who have been invited to participate in the meeting are Ambassador 
Richard W. Murphy, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South 
Asian Affairs, and Maureen Reagan, leader of the U.S. delegation to the 
Decade of Women Conference. 

The NEC weekend promises to be an extrenely important event, and our regis­
tration shows that attendance at this -year's meeting will be most impressive. 
I know you will want to participate, and if you have not already registered, 
please fill out the enclosed form and return it promptly. 
\ 

Let me take this opportunity to wish you and your family a happy and healthy 
New Year. I look forward to seeing you in Miani in Novenber. 

AHM/br 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Q,.D~ ........ ~~ 

Alfred H. Moses, Chair 
National Executive Council 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITIEE •NOVEMBER 7-10, 1985 

1985 National Executive Council Meeting 
Schedule of Weekend Events 

10:30 AH 

12:30 PH 

1:30 PH 

4:30 PH 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

7:30 AH 

8: 15 AM 

10:15 Hof 

12: 15 PH 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

CCl4HISSION MEETINGS 

• Jewish Communal Affairs 
• International Relations 
• Interreligious Affairs 
• National Affairs 

BUFFET LUNCHEON 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
(for Board members only) 

OPENING PLENARY SESSION 

"Jewish Pluralism-Preconditions & Prognosis" 
Dr. David H. Cordis · 

"Religious Pluralism - Renewing the Camnitment" 
Professor Harvey Cox, Harvard Divinity School 

DIHHER 

Boat ride to Vizcaya Museum 

MINH CHAPTER RECEPTION 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

• "Intermarriage & Conversion-I dentities in Transition" 
Professor Egon Mayer 

• "Pay Equity - The 80' s Social Justice Issue?" 
Ray Marshall, Former Secretary of Labor 

PLENARY SESSION 

"Catholic-Jewish Relations-Perspectives & Prospectives" 
.Father John Pawlikowski 
Reverend Williilll H. Lewers, U.S. Catholic ·Conference 

CONCURRENT LUNCHEONS 

"ACTION WHERE YOU ARE:" Workshops 

• A. "Counteracting Anti-Semiti!?"' & Extremism" 
• B. "Projecting AJC' s Inter.national Agenda" 
• C. "Reaching out to Intermarrieds" 
• D. "New Directions in Interreligious Dialogues" 



2:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

DINNER 

8:00 AH 

10:00 AH 

12:30 PM 

2:30 PH 

5:00 PH 

7:00 PM 

7:30 PH 

8:00 AH 

10:30 AH 

1:00 PH 

PLENARY SESSION 

NEC Business Meeting 

"Toward Peace in the Middle East" 
Wolf Blitzer, The Jerusalem Post 

MEEllHG Of CHAPTER LEADERS AND NATIONAL OFFICERS 

HOSPITALITY AT TiiE H<MES Of MIAMI CHAPTER MEMBERS 

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 9 

BOARD Of TRUSTEES BREAKFAST 
(for Trustees onl y) 

SHABBAT SERVICES - Devoted to Jewish Pluralism -
Focus on the Jews of Central America 

ONEC SHABBAT 

"How Judaism Differs" - Video Tape featuring 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg 
Dr. David M. Cordis 

PLENARY LUNClEDH 

"Jews As Americans- A Dream Fulfilled?" 
Charles Silbenian, Author 

CONCtJmEHT CCH4ITTEE MEETIHCS 

• Energy Connittee 
• National Members hip Cabinet 
• Soviet Jewry Task Force 
•Women' s Issues Committee 

APPEAL FOR H\J4AH RELATIONS COCKTAIL RECEPTION 

Honoring David Fleaian 

PRE-DINNER RECEPTION 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DINNER 

A Tribute to: 
Ambassador Allan Keyes, Assistant Secretary of State 
(Designate)--
Ocne N.lta Barrow, Convener, The Nairobi Forum 

In recognition of their accomplishments in Nairobi 

PRESIDENT'S OPEN RECEPTION 

Coffee, Dessert &: Cordials 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

PLENARY BREAKFAST 

"Acculturation of Immigrants - The Hew Challenge" 
Mayor Fredrico Pena of Denver 

PLENARY SESSION 

"Central America - What Role for the U.S. &: AJC" 
Or. Fernando Berrocal, Ambassador of Costa Rica to UH 

ADJOURM4EHT 



THE AMERICAN JEWI'SH COMMITTEE 

National Executive Council Meetirig 

·Hyatt Regency Miami• November 7-10, 1985 

REGISTRATION FOR WEEKEND EVENTS 

.. 
l!m <£NER~ REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

* Please make your reservations as soon as possible We lose 
our special-convention-rate block of hotel rooms weeks be­
fore the Meet ing , and we can guar.antee the availability of 
rooms at t hese special rates only if your reservation ls 
received in New York by October 9th. · 

* Registration fees and meal charges must be paid before 
hotel room or session re~ervatlons can be processed . .The · 
Full 4-Day Registration Fee of $75 per person and the Dally 
Registration Fee of $20 per person (for local members) 
covers non~food costs of the Meeting . 

* Refund of registration fees is by written request only. 
Requests for refund postmarked ·after October 25th will be 
subject to a $25 per person late-cancellation charge . Meal 
payments can be refunded only if we rece.ive your cancel­
lation at least 48 hours before the session. 

* PLEASE NOTE THE HOME HOSPITALITY & SATURDAY DINNER SEATING 
DEADLINES. 

* THIS PACKET CONTAINS THREE FORMS. PLEASE GIVE YO UR 
ATTENTION TO ALL OF THEM SO YOU DON'T OVERLOOK ANY EVENT 
YOU WISH TO SIGN UP FOR. 

*Registrants' badges, tickets, kits and other meeting 
materials may be picked up from the AJC Registration Desk 
at the Hyatt Regency when you arrive. Tickets will not be 
mailed out in advance. · 

* Please note that all hotel reservations are guaranteed • 
. This means that "no showsi•. will be billed for one night ~ 
the hotel . 



HEAL SESSION RESERVATIONS 

NAME : _______________ NAME OF' SPOUSE/GUEST: ____ _ 

ADDRESS: __ ~------------ TELEPHONE! _________ _ 

ZIP=---'----------

~EEKEND PACKAGE No. of Persons Per Person Total 

INCLUDES SEVEN MEALS MARl<ED 0 $ 140 

OR CHOOSE THE HEAL SESSIONS YOU WILL ATTEND 

o Thursday Buffet Luncheon · 

o Thursday Dinner 

o Friday Continental Breakfast 

.o Fri day Buffet Luncheons : 

Workshop A 

Workshop B 

Wor kshop C 

Workshop D 

Saturday Board of Tr ustees Breakf ast 
(Trustees only) 

o Saturday Plenary Luncheon 

ONEC DINNER* 

osunday Buffet Breakfast 

Sunday Luncheons: 

Officers (by invitat i on) 

Nominating Corrvnittee (NC members only) 

FULL (4-day) REGISTRATION FEE 

DAILY REGISTRATION FEE ($20 per per son) f or l ocal members only . 
Check days you wi 11 at tend ·& add the tot a 1 to your remittance : 

o THURSDAY o FRIDAY o SATURDAY o SUNDAY 

22 
29 

9 

22 

22 
22 

22 

12 

22 
40 

19 

22 

22 

75 

$ __ 

$ 

$_ 

VIZCAYA MUSEUM RECEPTION : If you signed up. add $10 pe r perso'n $ __ 

ENCLOSED IS TOTAL RDHTTANCE OF $ _ _ 

Friday Evening HOME HOSPITALITY 

Hosted by the Miami Chapter for out- of-towners. 
Reservations accepted until October 31. 

OIECK NUMBER OF PLACES: I 0 2 D 

* Seats for the SATURDAY DINNER are pre-assigned. In order for your name to be on 
the seati'ng list, your dinner reservation must be received ·by MONDAY, NOV. 4th. 

* SEATING REQUESTS cannot be accepted affer MONDAY, NOV. 4th. If you have a 
seating r~quest, please let us know now. in the space bel ow: 

HYATT REGENCY HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
. AJC has obtained special convencion razes for this NEC Meeting. Reseryarjons for hmel rooms can be pmCess¢d onlv. jf 
accompanied by the Weelsend Ruigmtion fee of$75 per Prnon. Also, please note thar rhese special rates apply only co reseroations · 
received by AJC by October 9. After October 9, we cannot guaranree accommodarions and reservations will be processed at the 
hotel's regular daily rates. For your information, the Monday following the meeting is Veterans' Day, a holiday. 

Please check desired accomm.;.iations. Rates shown arc exclusive of 10% local sales tax. 
0 Single $65 0 Double $73 0 Suite $135 and up 

Arrival Date ____________ Departure Date _ ______________ _ 

PLEASE NOTE: All hotel reservations are guaranteed. This means that "no shows" will be billed for one night by the hotel 



"ACTION WHERE YOU ARE" LUNCHEON WORKSHOPS 

Friday, November 8, 1985, 12:15 PH 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Please use this form to let us know your preference if you plan to participate 
in Friday's "ACTION WHERE YOU ARE" workshops. We need to know in advance how 
many AJC members will attend each workshop so that we can make appropriate 
room assigrments. 

*NO PREFERENCE 

A. COUNTERING ANTI-SEMITISM AND 
EXTREMISM 

a. PROJECTING AJC'S INTERNATIONAL 
AGENDA 

c. REACHING OUT TO INTERMARRIEDS 

D. NEW DIRECTIONS IN INTERRELICIOUS 
DIALOGUES 

Hane of 
Participant 

Hane of 
Participant 

*If you have no strong preference, please allow us to make an assigrment for 
you so that we can assure adequate attendance at all of the workshops. 

Note: Since the workshops are luncheon sessions, it is necessary to indicate 
your attendance on the enclosed Meal Session Reservation Form, too. 

NAME(S) 
~~~(~Pl~e-a_s_e.....,,,..Pr~i~n~t~)~--~~~~~--~~~-

85-100-157 
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VIZCAYA MUSEUM & GARDENS 

Reservation Form 

The Micrnl Chapter of the AJC invites you to an evening 
reception, Thursday, Novenber 7th. 

·we will leave the Hyatt directly after dinner for a visit to 
Vizcaya, a unique restoration (see brochure enclosed), just a 
short~ ride from the hotel. 

An excursion boat will leave from the Hyatt's own dock 
promptly at 7: 15 PM. Space on the boat is limited, so the 
round-trip boat ride is open only to Full Weekend Registrants. 

A bus will also be available, and will depart from the Hyatt 
at 7 :30 PM. 

The $10 per person charge for the reception includes the 
round-trip transportation. 

I/We will attend the Vizcaya Reception. 

Please arrange the following transportation: 

• BY BOAT - Round Trip 

One-Way to V~zcaya CHECK ONE 

One-Way Return to Hotel 

• BY BUS - Round-Trip 

One-Way to Vizcaya CHECK ONE 

One-Way Return to Hotel 

I/We will make our own transportation arrangenents • 

.85-100-158 

.· 
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REPORT ON THE EARTHQUAKE IN MEXICO 

· By Sergio Nudelstejer 
Director, AJC Mexican/Central American Office 

September 23, 1985 

The earthquake that shook Mexico City on Thursday, September 19u-, · at 7:20 
a .m. v.·as the v.or 5t suffered i n the history of t he count r y. It affected many 
different districts of the city, some heavily popi.: ; ~ted, including ·sections of 
extreme po,·ert)' w·here poor l ~ -constructed d~ell ing s were es pee ially vulnerable to 
damage. l.s of ~eptember 23rd, ·it has been c.fficially estimated that 750 
building~ 1\ t: re eit·he r totally or partially destroyed, · among the:-, a number of 
hot~ls catering to iourists. To date, the Mexican Government has identified 
mor~ than 5,000 dead; ~io v.e,· er, the number i.s likely Li rise given those v.ho lie 
buried under the debri s or are o~her~ise unaccounted for. 

The Je wish communit~ i through its ·representative body the ~omite tentral 
Israf'l ita :ie Mexico (C'~ntral Je.wish Committe.e of Mexico), . extended assistance to 
all ~ n e 'i.ct ims of - t he tragedy, and especially to the large number of people 
left hom~l es~ . It orga nized four shelters in different sections of the city 
~hich . were stocked with cots, blankets, medicine, including first aid services, 
and food. Many Je°"ish youth began working froin the 'very first day "'ith the 
Mexican Red Cross and the Volunteer Corps. Several Jewish construction engineets 
have been offering their expertise, as well as needed heavy equipnent, to assist 
where necessary. Jewish doctors and medical ~tudents have also cooperated 
extensively in the relief effort. In SllTl, the local Je°"lsh presence and concern 
for the fate of the country at this critical moment has been strongly felt. 

Concerni ng the impact of the tragedy on the Je°"ish conrnunity itself, the 
building of the As hkenazi Kehila, located at Acapulco Street, 70, suffered 
serious damage, althoug h the adjoinlng Great . Synangogue remains in fairly good 
condit~on. Among the organizations maintaining offices ln the Kehila buildi ng 
are: Central Je"'·ish Committee of Mexico, Mexican Council of Jewish Women, B' nai 
B'rith, Jev.ish A9ency, Je"'ish National Fund, Zio1.1ist· Federation, Hebre"'-Yiddish 
Seminar for Teachers, Ashkenazi Kehila, the Rabbinate, and a kosher restaurant. 
The building is no°" close·~ and will remain so until the extent of the damage can 
be evaluated and repairs -::cimpleted. No other Jewish communal institution i n 
Mexico City or else°"~ere is reported to have incurred any damage. 

To date, lt has been confirmed that six. members of the Jewish community 
died: t°"o ~ouples ~ho perished when the building in °"hich they lived collapsed 
and two others who died of heart attacks brought on by the fear and panic -Of t he 
mornerit. l.11 six: victims l'lere . buried. in the Jev.·ish Cemetery on Sept611ber 22nd. 

I n add it_ion , many Je"'ish families live in such residential areas as Roma, 
Hipodr omo, Condesa and Colonia del Valle where a number of buildings were 
destroyed. Jhe "hereabou:s of several of these individuals is unlmo"" and it ~s 
possible that some ar~ still t rapped under the debris. 
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f. 
Certain sections of doirntowri .Mexico City, · wh.ere · heavy industry , small 

. factories · and :shops. are ·concentrat'ed, suffered extensive damage. Many Jewish­
owned busine~se~ were affected~ cau~ing considerable property . 16s~. 

In addition to emergency assistance . . from the Un{ted s·tate~ and other major 
tountries, Israel "a~ also very quick to respond to the general plight. ~~dicine 

· and appropriate equipn:ient for disaster response, accompanied by several 
specially-trai.ned personnel, were se:-.t in . two planes and put to immediate use. 

The Mexican Jewish community h~s . fuliy ~dentified itself with its fell0A 
citizens i ~ thesi days of anguish, ~rief and loss, and will do l~s s hare to 
assist in the reconstruction of that ~hich .the earthquake sb ferocio usly and 
Indiscriminatel y destroyed. 

* * 
.. .~ . 

!\098- (!RD- ·1) 
Ism 10/ 4 / SS 



[end]

Original documents 
faded and/or illegible 



Anti-Defamation League~Lof B'nai B\ith 
823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017~~212-490-2525 Telex 649278 

LYNNE IANNIELLO' 
Director, Communications 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York, NY, Sept. 26 •••• Dr. Oscar Arias Sanchez, candidate for the 

presidency of Costa Rica, has pledged that if elected in February he 

would keep his nation's embassy in Jerusalem. His opponent, Rafae.l . A. 

Calderon Fournier, has made the same promise. 

Dr. Arias, candidate of the ruling Partido Liberacion Nacional and 

an adviser to President Luis Alberto Monge, spoke before a meeting of 

AOL's Latin Ame·rican Affairs Comn:i.ittee, attended by representatives of 

other national Jewish organizations. 

Dr. Calderon, candidate of the Partido Unidad Social Cri~tiana, 

made his pledge at a meeting of Jewish groups in Washington in July. 

Costa Rica moved its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in 1982, 

shortly after Mr. Monge became president. 

# 

AJ,IP,LAJ,LAP-FOR,LAP-US,SP,USS,BHFOR,BHLA-85 

Founded in 1913 " to stop the defamation oi the Jewish people ... to secure justice and fa ir treatment to all citizens al ike." 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH CO'MMITTEE. 

date . 
September 26, 1985 ' 

to 
Dav id Harris 

from 
. .\r thur Berner' 

subject· 
~JC . trip ~o Mexico t aken by Arthur .Berne r ~nd Dr. Robert Zurawi n 

We arrived in Mexi ~o Cit y on Kol ~idre evening, September 24, 1985, to assess 
the earthquake' ·s da·~iagr. to the Je .. i sh community and to demonstrate· American 

· J e v.ish concerns for th~ ~ragedy . . We took' a taxi to the Maria Isabella Hotel in 
t he Zona Rosa (pink zone), this area having ·been the site· of the greatest 
ea;thqua;.;c damage . . · 

Later .that evening we met with Ser~io ~udelst~jer, ~ho informed us · tha t as far . . . 
as the Jew~sh communi ty v.a~ concerned: 

1. No serious damage o,ccurred in the· predominately Jewish residential neigh­
bo·rhoods; 

2. approximate!~ 500 Jewish businesses, predominantly in textile and piece 
goods and whi ci) we .re locate<i in the Pink Zone, were severely dar:iaged or 
destroyed. 

· Sergio told us that the J~~i~h community has information that six Jewish people 
had died in t he disaster. He also stated that the only Jewish institution to be 
damaged was the Ashkenazi l<ehila· (at 070 Acapulco Street.) This is ·the site of 
a number of Jewish offices, including the Jewish Agency, and adjacent to one of 
t~e large Orthodox sy~ agogues. 

• ' 

Sergio told us that he ~ad had a conversation with the Hinis~er of Health and 
Government, and that Mexico was in no current need of medicine . He said that 
p e rhaps at; a late r date _they mig t1.t need medicine but at this point they were 
v. ell stocked. He also i'nf.ormed us that the Jewish communi ty in Mexico had 
voluntarily -opened shelters for people whose h~~es were destroyed because of the 
earthqu~ke. He said, hov.·ever, that despite offering· bed and ·clothing, few 
people came to use the· facil'ities. 

On Yom Kippur, prior to service~, Bob Zur·awin and I ·contacted a number of Jewish 
residents. We had been requested to give them messages .from their farnil'ies. We 

. f ound out that, confirming Sergio's report, 'there was no damage to either 
pr0perty or per sons of the people we contac.ted. · 

Ou r i ng Yam Ki ppur, we · had conversations with the president of the Central 
CorrvnittP.e, Bernardo. Weitzner, who told us tha t : -(1) they did not need medicine; 
( 2 ) at this point the Jewish community had not yet considered whether it would 
prove ne~essary to extend aid to those people who lost bus inesses: (3) they 
~er en' t surt ·of the cos t o f repa-iring the .~s hkena l.i l<ehila; and (~) that _ther 
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;;i ig h t want to use money contri.buted by the American J ewish. community to rebuild · 
a gover nmental facility (e.g. hospital) as a public gesture fr~ the J ewish 

.. community. 

Bob and I also met with the President and Secr.et.ary . of the Centro Deportivo 
Israelita (the Jewish Spar.ts Center, which is equivalent to a mega- community 
center.) They also confirmed our conversations with Messrs. Nudelstejer and 
Weitzne.r to .the effect that there was very little damaGe· to Jewish property 
except for the businesses whic.h were: destroyed in. the central di strict, and that 
~ix Jews had been . confirm~d dead. Mr. Kipnis, Secretary pf the C.D.I, told us 
t ha t he .... as not yet sure what the Mexican Jewish Community would ·90 with donated 
funds. 

Bob a nd I spent Yorn Kipp ur at three services: th~ Ortho~ox, the Conservative 
(Beth ~l) . and the Sepnardi c . We talked with a· number of people who confirmed 
al.l the discuss i on·s noted above. 

· :A.095>-Mexic an Tri p 
· 10 / 4 /55-g n 



Please l et us know if you can join us. 

Fo~ v~. 

I~ 

BERTRAM H . GOLD . 



· 1NSTITUTf ON AMERICAN JEWISH-ISRAELI RHATIONS 

date 

to 

from 

subject 

September 26, 1985 

Advisory Board Members of the Institute 

Bert Gold 

Meeting of October 10th 

· I'm glad that you are able to join us at the Advisory Board 
meeting on October 10th. I thought you'd be interested in 
knowing that at the meeting 

•• Danny Halpern, Economic Minister , Israeli Embassy, Washington, 
and Elmer Winter, both of whom attended the meeting of the Economic 
Task Force of Project Independence in Jerusalem earlier this month, 
will bring us up to date on efforts to assist Israel in its current 
economic crisis. Implications for Institute programming will be 

,.., considered . 

•• Dr. David Harman, Professor of Education, Hebrew University, will 
present same of the issues that were discussed at the Institute's 
consultation on Ashkenazi/Sephardi Relations convened last June -­
including implications for American Jews • 

•• Selma Hirsh will suggest a proposal for studies of the attitudes 
of younger generations of American Jews and Israelis toward each 
other • 

• • Stu Eizenstat will report on discussions held in August by our 
Israeli Advisory Board on the New Definition of Zionism, and we 
will explore the next steps in this process. 

I look forward to seeing you on the 10th. 
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[212) 593-3300 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

· Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

September 27, 1985 

I know that I express the thanks and appreciation of 
the Officers, Trustees and members of Sutton Place 
Synagogue who attended the High Holy Days 
Auditorium-Parallel Services for your magnificent 
leadership of these Services. 

You possess very special and rare qualities as a Rabbi, 
for you truly share your love of prayer and Judaism 
and your extraordinary knowledge of wor-~d affairs with 
each and every member of your Congregation. We are 
extremely proud to have you with us each year and we 
look forward to your continued affiliation with Sutton 
Pl ace Synagogue in 1986 and for many, many more yea rs 
to come. 

Thank you 
at Sutton 
wife great 
New Year. 

JS/ hb 

for your e'ff orts 
Place Synagogue, 
happiness, good 

0 

and on behalf of everyone 
we wish you and your dear 
heal th and success for the 

() 

0 

David B . Kahane 
Rabbi 

Ari KorenbUt 
Assistant Rabbt 

Dov Keren 
cantor 

Harriet A • .Janover 
execuwe O..ector 
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I ·coNFER~NCIA PANAMERICANA RELACOES CATOLICO - JUDAICAS 

3, 4, e 5 - NOVEMBRO DE 1985 

Sao Paulo, 27 September 1985 

Rabbi Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director of International Relations 
The American Jewish Comrnittee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
U.S.A. 

Dear Dr·. Tanenbaum , 

It will be an honor and joy to have you with us 
at the Firs t Pan-American Conference on Catholic-Jewish Relations, 
to be held, God willing, on 3, 4 and 5 November, at the "Hebraica" 
in Sao Paulo. 

As you well know, the Meeting is being sponsor~d 
by the American J~wish Committee, the National Conference of 
Brazilian Bishops and the Latin- American Jewish Congress. 

At the festive opening on Sunday evening, 3 Novein­
ber, at 8:00 PM, hopefully you will agree to convey the greetings 
of the AJC family. You will speak immediately after Dom Ivo 
Lorscheiter, President of the CNBB. Because of consecutive trans­
lation into Portuguese, we would like to suggest that you limit 
yourself to approximat~ly 5 minutes. 

On Monday morning, 4 November, at 9:00 AM, we are 
pleased to confirm your major address on " Nostra Aetate: a Jewish 
observer at Vatican Council II". Father Humberto Porto has been 
indicated to deliver the Catholic response. The moderator of our 
morning session will be Monsenhor Antonio Quarracino, President 
of CELAM. You may extend yourself for 30 minutes, which will be 
tantamount to a full hour, including consecutive translation. 

We have booked a room for you at the Hotel Ca' 
d ' Oro, on Rua Augusta 129. You will be received with open arms 
and open hearts. 

Respectfully, 

;;J~c -ck~~~-
Frei Leonardo Martin Rabbi Henry I. Sobel 

On Behalf of the Organizing Committee 

RUA RIO DE JANEIRO, 182 CONJ$, S-2/S.3 CEP 01240 SAO PAULO 
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September 30 , 1985 

TO: Officers, Executive Committee, National Council and 
Key Contacts 

F~OM: Thomas A. Dine, Exective DirectQr 
Douglas M. Bloomfield., Legislative Director 

The Reagan Administration notified Congress last week 
tnat it intends t~ sell Jo~dan $1.5 billion to $1.9 bil.lion 
in arms despite strong Congressional opposition to such 
action. The reQuest came after King Hussein, at the urging 
of the Administration, announced at the United N~tions that 
Jordan is nprepared to negotiate, under appropciate auspices, 
~ith the government of Israel, promptly and directly under 
the· basic tenets or Security Resolutions 242 and 338.n 
Hussein insi.stec:t that the.- "appropriate au.spic.es" should be· an 
international conference hosted by the U.N. with the five 
permanent members of the Security Council, including the 
Soviet · Union, and attended by Syria and the PLO. These 
conditions are unacceptable to the United States and Israel. 

The arms package includes 40 F20 or Fl6 advanced 
fighte rs; 12 mobile I-HAWK surface-to-air missile batteries 
and eQuipm~nt to convert Jordan's present 14 batteries intu 
mooile units; 108 Stinger sh~ulaer-fired surface-to-air 
missiles; 300 AIM-9P4 infrared air-to-air Sidewinder missiles 
and 32 3radley Fighting Ve~icles. While it is not clear now 
tne oackage as a whole would be rinanced, it is expected that 
Administration will ask Congress to provide about nalf tne 
funding. 

Hussein's speech was largely aimed at satisfying the 
conditions of the Smith amendment which was signed into law 
on August 8, 1985. The amendment states that 3ny 
notification of a proposed sale to Jordan must be accompanied 
by a Presidential certification of "Jordan•s public 
commitment to the recognition of Israel and to negotiate 
oromotly and directly . wit" Israel under tne basic tenets of 
U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338.n He se rved to 
negate that ~ooarent concession by his insistence to an 
international forum with the Sovi ets, Syria and PLO. Those 
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conditions simply ~revent both convening of talks and direct, 
bilateral negotiations. 

A strong feeling pervades Congressional offices that 
Hussein's U.N. speech and hrs recent actions signal nothing 
new in Jordanian policy. The idea · of an international 
conference has been proposed before, and in the past, . the 
United States and Israel have consistently rejected it. Sen. 
Richard Lugar (R-IN), chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, issued a statement saying that the 
king's steps to date still fell short of meeting 
Congressional strictures and that f~rther steps would be 
needed t_o. gain Congress' support for the sale. , . 

Before the sale's notification, over two-thirds of the 
Senate, all 47 Democrats and 26 (of 53) Republicans, 
cosponsored the Heinz-Kennedy resolution stipulating that 
the u.s. "should not sell advanced fighter aircraft, mobile 
or anti-aircraft missiles, or any other advanced arms to 
Jordan" under present conditions. Moreover, · after the 
notification, 26 Republicans senators made public a letter to 
the President criticizing the sale. 

The Heinz-Kennedy resolution is a non-binding statement 
expressing the sense of Congress. However, it is expected 
that binding resolutions of disapproval will soon be 
introduced in the House and the Senate expressing disapproval 
of the sale. Meanwhile, initial hearings on the issue are 
likely to be scheduled in the next two weeks in the House 
Foreign Relations and Senate Foreign Relations Committees. 
Congress has 50 days after the ?resident's notification of 
the sale to vote against the reQuest and the President has 
the same amount of time to withdraw it. That means the 
crucial votes should come about mid-November. 

The Administration decided to send the Jordan packag~ to 
Congress before an arms sale to the Saudis, largely because 
Riyadh did not want to bear the burden of a confrontation or 
a loss in Congress; as it now stands, it is unclear whether 
the Administration will reQuest a sale to the Saudis this 

. year. More than a majority of the Senate has already 
sponsored a resolution of disapproval introduced by Sens. 
Alan Cranston (D-CA), Alphonse O'Amato (R-NY), Alan Dixon 
CR-IL), and Bob Pack~ood (R-OR) to block such a sale in the 
absence of tangible Saudi contributions to the peace process. 

Moreover, the Saudis recently purchased 48 ground-attack 
Tornado jets, 24 interceptors and 60 British/West German tank 
training planes from Great Britain for an estimated cost of 
over $3 billion. The Saudis plan to station the fighter 

PAGE TWO 
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Jlanes at tne Taouk airbase, . 800 miles from the vulneraole 
ail fielas out only 120 miles frQm Israel's border. Rep. 
Charles Schumer ( 0-NY) ;:>raised the U.S. policy orohibit.ing 
tne sale of similar offensive aircraft and said that the 
Sritisn sale "l ifts the veil " from Saudi int ent ion s and 
r evea ls tneir ~ggressive i ntent. 

F'OREIGN AID 

Congress last week passed a temporary Con tinuing 
Resolutio n (C. R.), enabling foreign assist~nce to cont.inue 
~t l ast. year's level until November lS . . By that d ~te, 
~ongress will have to decide whether to pass another S.R. 
until J anuary or pas~ a full-year C.R. or appropriations 
oill. It is likely that the F'V 1986 Forei~n Assistance 
Appropriations Bill, which includes SJ billion in all grant 
economic and military assistance for Israsel as well as 
numerous other pro-Israel provisions, will be considered on 
the House floor shortly. 

TRADE ENFORCEMENT 

The Textile and Apparel Trade Enforcement Bill which in 
its current form limits the growth of Israeli imports, was 
recently reported out of · the House Ways and Means Commi ttee 
and is now pending on the House calendar. An amendment 
introduced by Rep. Richard Gephardt ( D-MO) t o exclude 
multilateral and bilateral agreements (including free trade 
~greements sucn as Is rael 's) from t he provisions of the bill 
w~s ~efeated by one vot e in th e committee, in la rge part aue 
to Chairman Rostenkowski's desire to nold off al l amendments 
on tne bill . The Senate ve rsion of the bill is still pending 
in the Finance Committee. The President has threaten~d to 
ve to the bill unless the Senate makes major revisions. 

NEWLY ELECT ED 

TRANSITION 

Rep . Cathy Long (0-LA ) 
Reo. Jim Chapman CD- TX) 

PAGE f.HREE 
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KET IRING 

RESIGNED 

Sen. John East (R-NC) 
Sen. Charles Mathias (R- MO) 
Sen . Thomas Eagleton (O - MO) 
Sen. Barry Goldwater (R- AZ) 
Sen. Russell Long (0 - LA) 
Sen. Paul Laxalt (R - NEV) 
Sen . John East (R- NC) 
Rep. Thomas "Tip" O' Neill (D- MA) 
Rep . William Whitehurst (R - VA) 
Rep. T~omas Hartnett ( R- SC) 
Rep . Gene Snyder (R -KY) 
Rep. Elwood Hillis ( R- ID) 
Rep. Eldon Rudd ( R-AZ ) . 
Rep. Marjorie Holt (R -MO ) 
Rep . Parren Mitchell (0-MD ) 

Rep. Sa• Hall ( 0-T X) 
( nom i nated to Federal judges hip) 

RU NNING FOR SENATE 
Rep. Jahn Breaux ( 0-LA) running for 

Se~. Russell Long's sea t 
Rep. Tom Oaschle ( 0-SO) r unn ing fo r 

Sen. Jim Abdnor's sea t 
Re p . Bob Edgar (0 - PA) runn i ng fo r 

Sen . Arlen Specter's seat 
Rep . Ken Kramer (R- CO) r unning fo r 

Sen . Gary Hart' s s ea t 
Rep . ~ohn McCain ( R-AZ ) r unning fo r 

Sen. Barry Goldwater's seat 
Re p . Henson Moore ( R- LA) r unni ng f o r 

Sen. R~ssell Long' s seat 
Rep . Richard Shelby (D- AL) running 

. for Sen. Jeremiah Oenton• s s~at 
Rep. James Broyhill (R - SC) runn ing 

Rep. 
fo r Sen . John East' s sea t 
Tom Kindness (R- OH) running for 
fo r Sen . John Glenn 's seat 

RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR 

OE~THS 

Rep. John McKernan (R- ME) 
Rep. Tom Loeffler (R-TX) 

Rep. Gillis Long (0 - LA) 

PAGE FOUR 
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••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ACTION NEEDED! 

Contact your Senators and Representati~es to sponsor 
Resolutions of Oisappro~al of the arms sale to Jordan. Until 
Jordan sits down with Israel face-to-face for direct 
negotiations, all friends of Israel are opposing this sale • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

AIPAC'S· 27TH ANNUAL POLICY CONFERENCE 
APRIL &-a·. 198' 

WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D. C .• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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UPDATE ON SEVEN KIDNAPPED LEBANESE JEWISH LEADERS 

(An International Relations Department Analysis) 

by George E. Gruen, Ph.D • . 
Dir~tor, Middle East Affairs 

In recent days hopes have been raised and then again dashed for the early 
release of several prominent members of the Lebanese Jewish community who have 
been held hostage for months by · a pro-Iranian Lebanese Shi'ite faction. 

· According to information .obtained by the European Office of the American Jew~sh 
Committee, on Wednesday, September 11, the wife of Dr. Elie Hallak received a 
phone call in Beirut from the kidnappers, who then permitted . her to speak 
directly with her husband and to Isaac S~sson. The two gen~lemen, who are 
respectively the vice president and president of the Central Committee of the 
Lebanese Jewish commun·ity, said that "we ~re all well." They expressed the hope 
that they -- as well as the other Lebanese Jewish men being · held with them -­
would be released on the eve of Rosh Has~anah (September 15). 

They had hoped t~at their captors, who are believed to be affiliated with 
the Hizbollah (the Party of God), would have responded to religious appeals to 
make ~ humanitarian gesture in view of the fact that the Jewish New Year 
corresponds with the first day of Muharram, which ls the Muslim New Year. 

·. However, the holiday has passed and they remain in captivity . While · the 
relatives were naturally disappointed; they continued to )1o·pe that inter­
national humanitarian efforts on their behalf might result in their release ~y 
Yorn Kippur (September 25) which corresponds to Ash ura ·Day, a day of special 
solemnity for Shi'ite Muslims. Unfortunately, .this day too has passed and 
there is still no word of their release. This adds to the fears that their 
kidnappers fall to be moved by such religious appeals. 

It should be noted that the Jewish community in . Beirut has scrupulously " 
stayed out of the factional fighting in Lebanon or the Arab-I~rael conflict. 
Moreover, none of the kidnapped Jews played· any .Partisan political role. For 
example, Dr. Hallak is a respected doctor,. whose patients have come .from the 
various ethnic and religious communities. Indeed, some years back he treated 
the son of one of the Palestine Liberation Organization's leaders in the city. 
Mr. Sasson heads the pharmaceutical division of Khaiil Fattal & Fils, a .major 
Lebanese trading company, and travelled freely in the Arab world for the 
company. · Isaac Tarrab is a respected retired professor of mathernattcs at the 
Ecole des Lettres Francaises de Beyrouth. Th~ other kidnap victims were Jewish 
communal officials and businessmen. 

Although the Jewish kidnap victims are believed to be held by persons 
affiliated with the Hizbollah group who hij,acked the . TWA plane and are still 
holding several Americans, there is one signi'ficant difference: In the case of 
the Americans, specific and repeated demands were made for the release of 
Shi'ite terrorist suspects held by Israel (and since released) and for the 
release from prison of 17 Shl'ites convicted of terrorist acts in Kuwait against 

I 
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American, French and Kuwaiti-owned facilities. In the case of the Lebanese 
Jewish hostages, no political demands have been received by the Jewish community 
or their relatives. 

Indeed, ·precisely because the Lebanese Jews play no role in local or 
regional politics, the kidnappings have outraged ~uslim as well as Christian 
leaders in the country. In fact, Nabih Berri, the leader of the Amal, the 
mainstream Shi'ite militia, explicitly condemned the kidnapping of four Jewish 
leaders at the end of Match. Mr. Berri, who has served in the Lebanese Cabinet 
as Minister of Justice and Minister for South Lebanon Affairs, declared on April 
4 that the kidnappings "falsify the image of Beirut, which is built on co­
existence." He concluded that "whoever kidnaps a Jew just because he is Jewish 
onty· helps Zionism and has nothing to do with patriotism or the struggle •••• " 

However, as became evident dur Ing the TWA host·age crisis, the more prag­
matic and Western-educated Mr. Berri has himself been facing a challenge to his 
leadership within the Shi'ite community P9Sed by fanatical, pro-Iranian funda­
mentalist groups such as the Hizbollah. Some of the latter apparently have been 
so blinded by hatred that they make no distinction between Israelis and Jews in 
general, despite Ayatollah Khomeini's clear injunction that under an Islamic 
Republic Jews and Judaism are to be respected, so long as they do not actively 
aid "the Zionist enemy." 

The family of one of the Jewish hostages, Halm Cohen, is of Persian origin 
and he holds an Iranian passport. They ~ave appealed to the Iranian authorities 
for the Ayatollah's intervention with the kidnappers on his behalf as an Iranian 
citizen, as well as on humanitarian grounds for ·the other hostages. 

The once flourishing Jewish community, which still numbered 6,000 in 1967, 
has shrunk today to a tiny remnant of less than 100, mostly elderly. According 
to a reliable source in the community who conducted an informal census, at the 
beginning of August of this year there were 47 Jews living in Christian east . 
Beirut and 18 in the predominantly Muslim western part of the city: 

The Lebanese Government has confirmed that the six Jewish kidnap victims 
are alive and are being held by the Hizbollah. While the Government of Presl­
dent Amin Gemayel has promised to do whatever it could to obtain their release, 
its capacity to do so is quite limited. Additional appeals have been made to 
the Syrian authorities, who are in effective control of Baalbek in the Bekaa 
Valley in Eastern Lebanon, where the Hizbollah and other pro-Iranian Shi'ite 
fundamentalist groups h~ve their headquarters. . President Assad of Syria played 
a crucial role in July in obtaining the release of the· TWA hostages held by the 
Hizbollah. 

The American Jewish Committee, which has been in contact with the American, 
Lebanese and Syrian authorities, and with various other governments and human 
rights groups since the beginning of the kidnappings, hopes that intensified 
international attention to the plight of the Lebanese Jewish hostages will 
finally lead to their unconditional release without further .delay. 

The following details on the identity of the Lebanese Jewish kidnap victims 
and what is known of the circumstances of their abduction are based upon infor-
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mation compiled by the American Jewish Committee from various sources in the 
Middle East, Western Europe and North America : 

1. Salim Jamrrious, secretary general ·of the Jewish convnunity, was kidnapped 
on August 15, 1984, reportedly by three armed men who abducted him from 
his car near the communal office which is in the compou·nd of the main 
synagogue in the Wadi Abu Jamil quarter of West Beirut. 

2. Dr. Elie Hallak, 60, vice president of the Central Committee .of the 
Lebanese Jewish community, was kidnapped from his home in we·st Beirut, 
around midnight of the Sabbath night of March· 29-30. 

3. Elie (Yussef) Sr:'our, 68, report~dly was kidnapped on Saturday night, 
March 30. He was in charge of preparing the dead for burial according 
to Jewish religious rites. · 

4. Haim Cohen, 37, also kidnapped on March 30. An accountant for a Beirut 
department store,. he was well-liked and had friends among all segments 
of Lebanese society, and had no known enemies, according to .his family. 
His wife and three sons remain in Beirut. 

5. Isaac Sasson, in hls mid-60's, president of the Jewish community, was 
kidnapped by an armed gang on Sunday, March 31, while traveiling to the 
city from Beirut International Airport. Mr. Sas~on was returning to 
Beirut from a business trip to the. Uni.ted Arab Emirates on behalf of 
Khalil Fattal & Fils, a major Lebanese trading company, .whose phar­
maceutical department he heads. When news spread of the kidnapping of 
the other three Lebanese Jews earlier in the weekend, his friends 
sought to warn him not to go to West Beirut and the company sent a car 
with police guards to meet him and take him to presumably safer 
Christian East Beirut. Eye witnesses s-ay that when armed men stopped 
the car and demanded Mr. Sasson, · the guards in the car offered no 
resistance. Mr. Sasson is believed to suffer from diabetes. 

6. Isaac Tarrab, 75, a retired professor of mathematics, kidnapped later 
in April or early tn May. Nothing is known of the circumstances of his 
abduction. When he failed to return to his ·home one evening, the 
superintendent notified the authorlties, who could find no trace of 
him. A Kurdish f amlly took over the apartment a week later. Pro.fessor 
Tarrab's family in Canada have had no further word from him . It is not 
known whether he is being held with the Jewish hostages taken earlier. 

7. We have not been able to obtain any conf irmatlon concerning the 
whereabouts of a seventh Lebanese Jew, Yehuda Benisti, 68, a former 
manager of Bank Safra in Beirut. It is feared that he too may have 
been kidnapped. 

(For ear l.ler background information on the Lebanese Jewish c.ommunlty, 
please see our report, "The Kidnapping of Lebanese Jewish Leaders," first 
issued on April l and revised on April 24, 1985.) 

October 2, 1985 85-580-32 



rHE AMERICAN· JEWiSH ·COMMITTEE 

date October 2, 1985 

to Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff 

from Eugene DuBow 

subject WILHELM HAAS 

Attached is a copy of an article from The German Tribune concerning Wilhelm 
Haas, the new Ambassador from the Federal Republic of Germany to Israel. 

Considering our good contacts with the Germans and our two exchange prograns, 
he should be someone you might want to get to know. 

Thought you would be interested. 

cc: Willian Trosten /"" 
Marc Tanenbaum I"" 
David Harris 
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W ii helm H~~s; a .54~ye'ar-oi<f 'career 
diplomat, has been ·appointed 

Bonn's new ambassador to Tel Aviv. He 
takes ove.r from Njels Hansep. :• · . 

Both will accompany Bonn. head· of 
'state Richard von Weizsacker and For­
eigo Minist~r H~s-Dietrlch .Genscher 
on a visit to Israel next month:" 

Also in t
0

he party will. b,e Jiirgen 'Sud­
hoff oft he go\'.ernment Press 'and Infor-
mation .Off ice . ... ·.. . · · · , · · 

Herr Sudhoff has maintained close 
ties with lsrae~ ~ver . since a spell at the 
German embassy·in.Tel Aviv. 

For the outgoin,g ambassador the 
state visit is: the climax and conclusion 
of an u~sually successful term in .Pf-
fice. , : 
. :· Over. the past four years. Herr Han­
sen, 60, has combined balanced analysis 
and level-headed negotiating skill· with 
such individual: commitment an~ per­
sonal charm that he bas become a· most 
popular person in Israel.. .·.. . .. 1 " 

Time and again he has surprised Jew­
ish . audiences. and: opposite numbers 
with his impeccable Hebrew. He learnt 
it the ~ar~ V1ay, whil~ he was in Israel: · 

r • • Heidelberg-born Hansen, a man who 

been good for a 
surprise in other 
respects, such as 
when he played the 
flute at the 7 5th 
birthday reception 
for Max Flesch, the 
arts patron, whose 
family came from 
Berlin. His im­
promptu perform- From left, new ambassador Haas; larael expert Sudhott; and, with Yarmulke, outgoing ambas-
ance on the flute, eador Hansen~ · · · (Photos: Sven Simon 2; Bonn Press and Information Office) 

accompanied by a •• · 
youth orchestra, prompted a standilig personal gesture Herr G~nscher's ahen­

tion ·was drawn to Wilhelm Haas, a de­
partmental head at the Foreign Office. 

ovation. . 
He has proved so popular and such a 

fo rce for social integration that the Tel 
Aviv Rotary Club elected him as its pre-
sident. · · · 

His next posting is in Brussels, where 
he will be the German ambassador to 
Nato. Past posting9 in New York and 
Washington should stand rum in good 
stead, as should his experience as head 
of planning at the Bonn Foreign Office: 

His reputation and skill should benef­
it both Germany and the North Atlantic 
pact. . . 

Having transferred such a senior di­
plomat and star performer to Brussels, 
Foreign Minister .Genscher could hard­
ly appoint a run-of-the-mill diplomat to 
replace him. 

In the quest for a man whose appoint­
ment as German ambassador in Jerusa-

There were three reasons why Herr Ha­
as was felt to be the right man for the job: 

• As head of the department in 
charge· of relations ·with Africa, Asia 
and Latin America he was a senior man 
to send out to head the embassy in Is­
rael as befits the importance attached to 
German-Israeli relations; · 

• He has extensive international ex­
perience and is skilled at understanding 
the other side's position; 

• His mother is Jewish. On her ac­
count biA father was dismissed from the 
foreign service in 1933. He left Ger­
many with. the family . and work as a 
company representative in the Far East. 

His mother thus escaped Nazi perse­
cution. Haas grew up in Japan and Chi­
na. The family did not return to Ger-

: His past is sure to open many doors 
that might otherwise be closed to a Ger­
man diplomat in Israel. 

He is a flexible person who finds it 
easy to make contact with others and 
has gained a wide range of experience in 
his diplomatic career. 
· .He studied law before joining the for­

eign service, then served in the United 
States, in Bonn and Munich, at the Ger­
man embassy in Tokyo, in the East Eu­
ropean department at the Foreign Of­
fice, at the embassies in Nairobi and Pa­
ris and as head of the disarmament de­
partment at the Nato secretariat-gener-
al. ·" .. 

He went on to become deputy head of 
the Foreign Office's planning depart­
ment and special envoy to Africa in 
1979. His last appointment was as head 
of the political department in charge of 
relations. with ·the Third World. 



.. .. 

.. ·. 

· · Continued from page 4 · · .:i 
" . ··: . .. . "' . 

That posting. is to .be taken over by Herr 
Sudhoff, 50, whom the Foreign Minister 
might haYe also considered in the running 
for the Tel Aviv post . 

Herr Genscher made his acquaintance 
in 1975 in Israel, where he served with 
distinction as press officer. He was so im­
pressed that he took him straight back to 
Bonn as Foreign Office press officer. 
: Bochum-bom Sudhoff, always with a 

friendly smile, has never been seen to 
show the slightest sign of nerves. · 
· . He spent nearly four. ·years in Israel and 

found them a lasting experience. He fell a 
sense of personal commitment in "working 
with and in a country in· a tight corner, a 
country we Gennans have a special feeling 
for .and sympathy with." 

He still has many friends in Israel and as 
head of department at the Foreign Office 
will be partly responsible for relations with 
the Jewish state. 

But relations with the Th.ird ·World are 
naturally far more extensive, and Herr 

Sudhoff ha$ ·tn~y quali~~ 'µiat: suit him 
forthe)o~. ·· ·· .. ,,. ·: · .· :a:... · '1•· 

As Herr ~nscher's press officer he fol­
low~ at first hand the progress of ~rµi's 
Third World policy, including European 
cooperation with Asean and a more active 
policy toward Latin America. 

He helped to follow up this policy in the 
field from 1980 to 1982 as German am­
bassador in Mexico. 

He was then recalled to Bonn by Chan­
cellor Kohl on Herr Genscher's recom­
~el)dation. 

AB assistant chief government spokes­
man at the Press and lnfonnation Office 
be heJd a point of view that can be sure to 
influence his ,future 'work at the. ·Foreign· 
Office. 

.. Foreign policy," he said, .. does not take 
place in thin air. It has to be based· on a 
consensus. That presupposes people know 
what is being talked about and what the 
country's policy objectives are." 

.. 

Bernt Conrad 
(Die Well, Bonn, S September J 985) 
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