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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date July 9, 1985
to Marc Tanenbaum
- from James Rudin
subject

I am enclosing a copy of Gene Fisher's
draft Introduction for our Vatican II book. K
Please send me any suggestions and‘comménts that
you may have as Paulist Press needs the Intro-
duction as soon as possible.

Many thanks.
AJR:FM
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Introduction: 'Nostra Aetate, For Our Times and For the Future'

By Eugene J. Fisher

On October 28, 1965, 2221 Catholic bishops, assembled from every corner
of the earth, added their signatures to that of '"Paul, Bishop of the Catholic
Church,'" officially promulgating the shortest and most controversial of the

documents of the Second Vatican Council. That document was Nostra Aetate &)

(""In Our Timeﬂ). the Council's Declaration on the Relationship of the
Church to Non-Christian Relfgions.
The controversy had surrounded only 15 Latin sentences.of text,
the declaration's fourth section dealing with Jews and Judaism. As late as
the week end before the vote, newspapers were speculating‘that the section on

the Jews would be reduced to a single sentence, and that the whole of the .

declaration would be shelved. In the event, the bishops of the Council vgted
overwhelmingly in favor of the 15 sémténces that had seen so much c]ariffcation
and debate since the meeting between Pope John XXIII and the French Jewish
scholar Jules Isaac had occasioned in the Pope's mind the tho@ght_that hthe
Council ought to be occupied with the Jewish question and antisgmipism.” By
their approval, however, the Council Fathers, in the wordg of Fr. Thomas
Stransky who was then on the staff of Cardinal Bea, ''committed the Roman

Catholic Church to an irrevocable act, a heshbon ha-nefesh -- a reconsideration

of soul" (Origins, June 20, 1985).

This volume is about that commitment made by the Churcﬁ twenty years ago,
about what it meant in the context of the 1900 years of often tragic Christian-
Jewish relations leading up to it, about what has happened since, and about
what it means for us today. Even more than celebrating and analyzing what

has been done, however, the essays in this volume aim to inform us on what -
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needs to be done to preserve and move forward what the Council only began --
and that, as the reader will soon perceive, is a great deal.
Pope John Paul I, in a meeting with leaders of the American Jewish Committee

held in Rome on February 15, 1985, called on Catholics to accept Nostra Aetate

"“as an expression of the faith, as an inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as a

word of the Divine Wisdom." Nostra Aetate, then, remains, despite the great

progress made in the dialogue in the past two decades, as much of a present
challenge to us as a record of one of the most glorious (because most humble)

moments of Church history._

This point needs to be set clearly at the outset. Nostra Aetate, as
Cardinal Johhannes Willebrands, President of the Holy See's Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews, reminded his hearers during a celebration

of the fifteenth anniversary of the document in 1980, can only be read

properly within the context of subsequent statements of the Holy See, the i
Popes and Episcopal Conferences interpreting and implementing it. On many
points, affirmations that were only implicit in the document itself have
‘now been made explicit, and statements that mléht have been read ambiguously
at the time have now been hlarified. This process of step-by-step growth in
understanding and clarification is the result of the dialogue between
our two peoples.

It would be useful in reading this book, then, to have as a companion

piece the two volumes of Helga Croner's Stepping Stones to Further Jewish-

Christian Relations (Stimulus, 1977; Paulist Press, 1985), which provide

much of the necessary docﬁmentétion. Further documents not included in
Croner, especially the key statements of Pope John Paul |l are appended to

this volume, along with the text of Nostra Aetate itself,
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The papers collected here provide a commentary, and something more tﬁan
a commentary on those Church documents, important as those are. Rather, they
chronicle and analyze the relationship itself, ifs spiritual breakthroughs,
past and present travails, and its hopes for the future. Entering them will
provide not only the beginner with a solid primer in the state of the
dialogue today, but the practitioner and scholar of eithér tradition with a
set of fundamental challenges and new perspectives on long held (and often
cherished) presumptions that Christians and Jews have had about one anothér.

Babbi James Rudin's opening reflection frame the pairs of essays that
are to come. Rudin sketches dramatically what a Catholic or a Jew might have
said about ''the other' if awakened at 3:00 a.m. on the eve of the Council,
portraits of the other essentially negative on the one side and essentially
defensive on the other. The background of the portraits, the trégic history
of centuries of abuse culminating in thehﬁzﬁzcaust; is filled in with broad
and dark, but deftly fair strokes. Adding'bright touches to the new images
the dialogue enables us to draw of our relationship and one another, however,

Con Shyw clee

are several recent events; the relatively benigncexperience Catholics and
Jews have had in America, the rebirth of a Jewish state in the Land of Israel,
‘and the Second Vatican Council and its afte?math in a new mode of Chriﬁtian-
Jewish relating. |

In the first pair of essays, two of the greatest pioneers of the dialogue,
both of whom were actively present at the Council, Msgr. George Higgins and
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, giye retrospectives on the significance of what took
place then and what has happened since. Here, as in Rudin's overview, the

reader will discern the emergence of key themes of the dialogue, and the

differing but creatively diverse perspectives that Catholics and Jews bring to
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them. Even the toughest issues, the essays show, can be tackled in the dialogue,
e.g.: anti-Judaism in the New Testament, the relationship between the ancient
Christian "teaching of contempt' and modern antisemitism, biblical interpretation
and liturgical sensitivity, coﬁvergence, and the ''agenda issues,' such as
the State of Israel on the one hand and the ‘''seamless garment' of life issues
on the other. |

The second pair of reflections takes up directly the question of the
Jewish people's religious attachment to the Lénd of lIsrael as fhe significance
o% the modern Jewish State for the people Israel as people of God. Rabbi
Robert M. Seltzer evokes the inner Jewish longings over the centuries and
the history of Zionism that made of this impossible dream of liberation a
living reality in our time, as well as the tensions within the Jewish community
between normalization and uniqueness that give the internal debateson the meaning
of Zionism their distinctive richness and creativity. Fr. Edward Flannery
likewise records a range of views within the Catholic community in response
to the existence of.the State of Israel. The Christian cannot, he argues,
understand Israel except ﬁn the context of a renewed theologicallappreciqtion
of the Jewish people as God's chosen. Thus the internal Christian debate on
Israel, always to be conducted with dialogical openness to Jewish self-
reflection, has muéh more at stake than more diplomatic relations or political
options. It touches a mystery the Church as Church needs to ponder prayerfully.

Rev. Lawrence Boadt, C.S.P., and Dr. Michael J. Cook, move to a matter
externally central to.the relationship between the Church and the Jewish people:
how do we read and interpret the Bible we share (the Hebrew Scriptures) and

the Christian Scripture we do not share (the New Testament). In what may be seen




~used by Christians for the interpretation of the Scriptures, With consequent radical change
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as a bit of playful irony, the Catholic of the pair is primarily a scholar of the

Hebrew Scriptures and‘the Jew a New qutameqt scholar. There is in the pairing,
I :

then, a rather unique opportunity for both Jewish and Christian readers to see

ourselves as ''the other' views us in dialogue.

Fr. Boadt's article sufveys the changes that have occurred in the methodology

understaﬁding} and in a final section frames ccncisgly the state of the question
on key perennial issues: the éommon worship of the same God, revelation, covenant,
Cgristology and messianic hopes. This essay will be especially helpful for
homilists and religious eddcatérs as well as students of the bible, whether
proféssionals or beginners; |

Rabbi Cook, in what can serve as an intréductibn to New Testament studies
for Jews as well as an eye-opening look at the New Testamént for Christians
from a scholarly poiﬁt of view, concentrates on the néed to frame the
biblical ingights discussed by Boadt in such a way that they can be effectively
conveyed to the Christian lafty, developing a rationale for its need and a
pedagogical method for tﬁe use of educators. Cook .lists ten 'anti-Jewish
iﬁpressions demonstrably inherent in centuries of Christian Biblic;l exegesis,"

and argues that "each would become case in a significantly different light were

Jewish perspectives only incoprorated into Catholic pedagogical discussion of

Judaism,' a proposition with which Boadt's essay agrees completely.

The third pairing complements the scrutiny of biblical sources and inter-
pretation by surveying what has been done siﬁce the Céuncil in religious education
and the renewal of Catholic liturgy. Judith H. Bankf summarizes the studies

of the treatment of Jews and Judaism in American and European Catholic teaching

T, L e
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matériais that have been made and the areas that are still in need of significant
work.. As with two of the other Jewish papers, (Rudin, Greenberg), Banki does
not hesitate to cast the light of rigorous scrutiny on Jewish understandings
of Christianity, and to show_areas where real improvement is needed. She notes,
for example, that many Jews remain basica!ly-ignorant of the changes in Catholic
thinking since the Council. It is the hope of the editors that this book, if
read widely within the Jewish community,-will help to fill that need.
Eugene J. Fisher discusses changes that have been made in Catholic liturgy

since the Council, for example during the Holy Week services, and problems
that remain (for example, the Holy Week services) still -to be faced and resolved
in satisfactory manner. Samples of guidelines for Christians celébrating the
seder and for the memorial of Yom Ha Shoah, as well as more detailed guidelines
for homilists on Sundays throughout the year are offered.

. The. fourth pairing joins two of the leading theologians of the dialogue
in an effort to assess éurrent trends in theological understanding of '"'the
other's'" religious claims by each tradition. Both essays, it is safe to say,
not ohly assess but also will sigﬁificantly move forward the dialogue on the
deepest theological level. Here we have major statements from the "cuttiﬁg edge''
of the best thinking about the relationship between the Jewish people and the
Church that our two communities have tb offer. Both Rabbi irving Greenberg
and Rev. John T. Pawlikowski, 0.5.M., bffer insights from within the integrity
of their own respective traditions on how those traditions can affirm positively
the central revelational and covenant claims of the other. Given the precise
nuancing and delicate sensitivities of each to the double vision of self and
other demanded by this task, it is best that no introductory summary be here

attempted. Each author should be allowed to speak for himself unfettered from



editorial second-guessing.

Finally, there is the question of what the local religious community is to
do with all the new insights and richness of perspectives opened up by the
dialogue on the national and international levels. Rev, Msgr. Royale M.
Vadakin and Rabbi Alfred Wolf narrate the remarkable story of a decade of
dialogi¢a| encounter in one such area. Theirs is a story of hopes fulfilled
beyond expectation, and of the dynamic creativity latent in the Catholic-Jewish
encounter. Modest projects open new vistas which, in turn, create new possibilities
and wider areas of involvement.

Again, this is a section that speaks for itself, illustrating some of
the many fruits of local dialogue as it gives Iife_to the official pronouncements,
and also, it may be said, spurring the national and infernational bodies to
new efforts just to ''catch up" with what the communities themselves are already
achieving. This section will give the reader a wide range of practical
models to adapt to their own particular circumstances and needs.

We stand "in our time' at the brink of the third millenium of a
relationship at once uniquely fruitful in what it has given the world and
uniquely ﬁragic, all too often, in its internal,rélations between the two communities..
The first millenium (if one can soversimplify for the sake of the schema) was
characterized by ambiguity of understanding on both sides. As late as the
9th - 10th centuries, one finds bishops complaining that Christians persisted
in going to the rabbis for blessings, indicatfng in a small way that on the
community level relatfoﬁs were perhaps as positive as negative. By the middle
of the second millenium, however, with the Crusades, éxpulsions, the institution

of the ghetto, and the Inquisition as a background, the ambiguity seemed to have
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been resolved in favor of the negative. The Second Vatican Council, which the
1975 Vaficanlﬁuidelines deciare found "its hjstorical setting in circumstances
deeply affected by the memory of the persecution and massacre of Jews which
took place in Europe just befére and during World War I1," broke through the
brooding darkness of centuries to provide the possibility of a third great age,
this time one of dialogue and mutuaf respect.

This new stage, set against the millenia preceding it, is very much in its
infancy, and very fragile. It needs nourishing and constant, central concern
Qh the part of both of our cémmunities ifli; is to grow robqst and fﬁlfill our
hopes for it. But, to judge from the following essays, it is alive and well
and, typically, bellowing for our attention. Nothing like this reconciliation
of two ancient, mutually suspicious yet umbetically bound religious traditions
has ever been attempted in all the generations that preceded this one. To
this generation fallg the task of framing the way our communities may relate
for the next millenium. It is to the generations of the future that this

volume is dedicated.

Eugene J. Fisher
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July 12, 1985

The Honorable George Bush

The Vice President

United States Senate
Hashington, DC 20510 -

Dear Hr. Vice-Presndent.
| hope this finds you and Mrs. Bush in good health.

Yesterday, | met with Ambassador Robert Oakley to discuss a proposal
for a broad citizens conference on international terrorism. | think
the time is ripe for developing a strong American canstituency for
such an undertaking.

| take the liberty of enclosing a copy of my letter to Bob Oakley.
From our past relationship, | hope you know that | am prepared to do
everything possible to be of assistance to you and our Government
_in this critical area of foreign policy.

With warm personal good wishes, | am,

Cofdially yours,

T - _ Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
= - - ~ Director e
' International Relations Department
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Ambassador Robert Qakley, Director
Task Force on Counter-Terrorism
Department of State

2201 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Ambassador Oakley,

My AJC colleagues and | very much appreciate having the opportunity to
meet with you yesterday for our discussion of international terrcrism
and possible follow-up programs.

Given the widespread and heightened interest in this major problem in
light of the TWA hostage crisis, | continue to feel that scme form of
serious national consultation that would involve broad leadership peo-
ple and groups -- civic, political, and religious -- could be construc-
tive for our national purposes.

My past involvement in White House Conferences on Energy Conservation
and Foreign Aid and Trade, among others, persuade me that such models
lend themselves to mobilizing a broad national constituency for sup-

port of a comprehensive policy and program on combatting terrorism.

It need not be a White House Conference -- although such a conception
would lend the issue heightened attention and importance. It mighkt
take the form of a Presidential Committee or a National Citizens Con-
ference on Terrorism.

In any case, as | indicated duringour meeting, we stand ready to be of
every possible assistance to the Vice-President and yourself in helping
organize such a forum.

With warm personal good wishes, | am,

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director
international Relations Decartment

MHT:RPR
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Francine Kane I Married

_Francine Kane, g daughter, of the il
late Paul and Doris Kane, was may- * s
ried yesterday to Matthew Haines, a~ -
son of Mr. and Mrs, Robert Haines of |

New York, Rabbi Marc
~ officiated a “Lotos

' noisseur magazines. Mr. Haines re.
ceived an M.B.A, degree last month
from New York University. s |
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

BACKGROUNDER

IRVING M. LEVINE
Director, National Affairs Department

GRAND RAPIDS SCHOOL DISTRICT v. BALL

by Richard T. Foltin,
Associate Legal Director

On July 1, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down, as in violation of the’
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, two programs maintained by the
Grand Rapids School District under which publicly paid teachers conducted
remedial and other secular classes in private and parochial schools. As to one
of the programs, the Court's decision was rendered by a 7 to 2 vote, the other
program was struck by a slimmer 5 to 4 majority.

Writing for the Court, Justice William Brennan said that the challenged
programs had the "'primary or principal effect' of advancing religion" for three
reasons: the state-paid instructors might impermissibly come to indoctrinate
students in religious beliefs; the symbolic union of church and state threatened
to convey a message of state support for religion; and the programs in effect
subsidized the religious functions of the parochial schools.

In another case, decided the same day, Aguilar v. Felton, the Court also
struck as in violation of the Establishment Clause New York City's provision of
federally-funded remedial programs in parochial schools, notwithstanding active
official monitoring of that program to safeguard against religious activities,
because the very monitoring process would inevitably result in excessive
entanglement of church and state.

Facts

The Grand Rapids School District adopted two programs that provided
remedial and enrichment classes at public expense to students at 41 nonpublic
schools, all but one of them religiously affiliated, in classrooms located in
and leased from the nonpublic schools. The students attending both programs
were the same students who otherwise attend the particular schools in which the
classes were held.

The Shared Time program offered classes during the regular school day that
were intended to supplement the "core curriculum" courses required by the State.
The Shared Time teachers were full-time employees of the public schools, but a
"significant portion" of them had previously taught in nonpublic schools.

The Community Education program offered classes at the conclusion of the
regular school day in voluntary courses, some of which were offered at the
public schools as part of the regular curriculum rather than on a Community
Education basis. Community Education teachers were part-time public school

0
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employees who, for the most part, were otherwise employed full time by the same
nonpublic school in which their Community Education classes were held.

Suit was filed in Federal District Court against the School District and
certain state officials, alleging that both programs violated the Establishment
Clause of the First Amendment. The District Court agreed and entered a judgment
for the plaintiffs, later affirmed by the Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit, enjoining further operation of the programs.

The U.S. Supreme Court Decision

The U.S. Supreme Court affirmed the decision of the Court of Appeals.
Applying that part of the classic Lemon v. Kurtzman test which prohibits
government action which has the primary or principal ef'fect of promoting
religion, Justice William Brennan stated that:

Providing for the education of schoolchildren is surely a praiseworthy
purpose. - But our cases have consistently recognized that even such a
praiseworthy, secular purpose cannot validate government aid to
parochial schools when the aid has the effect of promoting a single
religion or religion generally or when the aid unduly entangles the
government in matters of religion. For just as religion throughout
history has provided spiritual comfort, guidance, and inspiration to
many, it can also serve powerfully to divide societies and to exclude
those whose beliefs are not in accord with particular religions or
sects that have from time to time achieved dominance.

The danger of such promotion of religion was held, by seven of the nine
Justices, to be impermissibly great in the case of the Community Education
. program, since it involved instructors who, during the regular school day, were
employees of parochial schools and who were, during that regular school day,
expected "to inculcate their students with the tenets and beliefs of their
particular religious faiths."™ While, by contrast, the teachers in the Shared
Time program were generally public school employees during the school day, the
Court nevertheless found, by a five to four vote, that the latter program posed
a similar danger: "When conducting a supposedly secular class in the per-
vasively sectarian environment of a religious school, a teacher may knowingly or
unwillingly tailor the context of the course to fit the school's announced
goals." :

In addition, the Court found that both programs presented "a symbolic union
of church and state [which is] inherent in the provision of secular, state-
provided instruction in the religious school building [and which] threatens to
convey a message of state support for religion to students and to the general
public,"” and that the programs "in effect subsidize[d] the religious functions
of the parochial schools by taking over a substantial portion of their re-
sponsibility for teaching secular subjects." The Court warned that to uphold
the challenged programs would "let the genie out of the bottle" and permit "ever
larger segments of the religious school curriculum to be turned over to the
public school system, thus violating the cardinal principle that the State may
not in effect become the prime supporter of the religious school system."




Aguilar v. Felton

In Aguilar v. Felton, decided the same day, the Court also struck, by a 5
to &4 vote, New York City's federally-funded program under which personnel were
sent into private and parochial schools to provide such services as remedial
instruction, speech therapy and guidance counselling for disadvantaged students.
Unlike the Grand Rapids programs, New York City engaged in active monitoring to
ensure that participating teachers and counselors were not involved in religious
. activities. :

The Court found, however, in a decision also written by Justice Brennan,
that the monitoring inevitably "result[ed] in the excessive entanglement of
church and state," because the religious school "which has as a primary purpose
the advancement and preservation of a particular religion, must endure the
ongoing presence of state personnel whose primary purpose is to monitor teachers
and students in an attempt to guard against the infiltration of religious
thought.”

Dissenting Opinions

In opinions relating to both the Grand Rapids and New York cases, Justices
Burger and 0'Connor agreed with the majority's holding that Grand Rapids'
Community Education program violated the Establishment Clause, but would have
held that neither the Grand Rapids Shared Time program nor the New York City
remedial program constituted such a violation. In his opinion, Chief Justice
Burger asserted that "the notion that denying these services to students in
religious schools is a neutral act to protect us from an Established Church has
~no support in logic, experience or history. Rather than showing the neutrality
the Court boasts of, it exhibits nothing less than hostility toward religion and
the children who attend church-sponsored schools."

Justices White and Rehnquist dissented from the two decisions in their
entirety, each protesting, in essence, that the Supreme Court's reading of the
Establishment Clause represents an incorrect understanding of that provision.

Analysis

The American Jewish Committee filed a brief amici in the Grand Rapids case,
together with the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs and the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. In our brief we argued, as the
Court ultimately held, that both the Shared Time and the Community Education
programs constituted a violation of the Establishment Clause. We are very
satisfied by the Supreme Court's decision in that case, which represents, not
for the first time this term, a reaffirmation of the Court's commitment to the
principle of separation of church and state.



AJC did not enter the New York case. There are factual distinctions
between the New York and Grand Rapids cases, such as the extensive official
monitoring which existed in the former case. Moreover, AJC's Statement of Views
on Religion and Public Education provides that, within the context of the
Federal program of which the New York program was a part, "which was expressly
designed to aid disadvantaged children, certain types of assistance such as
textbook loans and remedial educational services on parochial school premises
are not opposed, subject to judicial review of the constitutionality of this
legislation." That judicial review is now completed. In view of the Court's
reaffirmation of principles important to AJC, we should not be dissatisfied that
the result has been the striking of the New York program -- especially since the
decision leaves open other routes by which the remedial aid may still be
provided to disadvantaged students who attend nonpublic schools.

While the disagreement among the justices as to the Establishment Clause's
exact application in the context of public aid to parochial school students led
to a close 5 to 4 decision with respect to the Grand Rapids Shared Time program
and the New York remedial program, it is noteworthy that a strong 7 to 2
majority continued to assert its commitment to the now-classic test enunciated
in Lemon v. Kurtzman. Moreover, that same substantial majority was in agreement
that the Community Education program did not pass the Lemon v. Kurtzman test.
This is a promising sign that the present Supreme Court will remain a firm
bulwark against at least the more egregious attempts to undermine the "wall of
separation" between church and state.

D033 /NAD-2
" July 23, 1985/gn
85-630-35 :
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(]j(! THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 7514000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1908, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, July 23... A group of Roman Catholic and .'Jedlsh leaders engaged in
Jewish-Christian relations, meeting together to discuss and evaluate the
recently-published "Notes on the Correct Way to Present Jews and Judaism in
Preaching and Catechesis in the Roman Catholic Church," called for further
dialogue to clarify issues raised in the document.

Their joint statement was issued after an all-day consultation on the
"Notes" -- the first such meeting of Catholics and Jews since the publication of
the document. The consultation was convened by the American Jewish Committee
when it became apparent that the "Notes," though aiming to remedy Catholic
"ignorance of history and traditions of Judaism," had elicited some praise, but
also some sharp criticisms from Jewish groups. The criticisms were directed to
both substantive and procedural aspects of the "Notes," but particularly te the
lack of consultation with the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultation (IJCIC) and other major Jewish agencies prior to the issuance of
the document on June 24,

Meeting together "to evaluate the document in both its positive and
negative aspects," the participants in the consultation agreed: "Strengthened
by twenty years of progress in our relationships, we have learned that we can
face genuine differences and still retain a spirit of trust and mutual respect."

Positive elements of the "Notes" which need to be implemented on the local
level, they said, include "necessary interpretations of the negative references
to Jews in the New Testament, Jesus' relationship with the Pharisees, the
congruence of Jesus' teachings with the basic pharisaaic beliefs-and the
recognition of the continuous spiritual fecundity of the Jewish people from the
rabbinic period to modern times." The "Notes"' emphasis on religious liberty
and the continuing condemnation of anti—Semitl'.ism "also provides catechetical
opportunities," they agreed.

The Catholic and Jewish participants also noted: "We are of the opinion
that the 'Notes' are clarified by, and should be read in conjunction with, the
comments made by Msgr. Jorge Mejia, Secretary of the Vatican Commission and a
signatory of the 'Notes,' which were published simultaneously with them in

L'Osservatore Romano on June 24. Had there been prior consultation with the

Jewish community along the lines of these clarifications, much of the criticism

«sssMOre
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which concerns us now might have been avoided. To us, dialogue means just that:
open communication before, during and after, a point which the 'Notes' them-
selves would seem to affirm."

With regard to teaching about the Nazi Holocaust and the State of Israel --
"subjects of urgent concern to the Jewish community" -- the signers committed
themselves to "continued dialogue between our two communities." Catholics, as
well as Jews, need to grapple with the significance of the Holocaust for
Christians as well as Jews, they agreed, noting that Msgr. Mejia's commentary on
the document makes this point. They also pointed to Pope John Paul II's
statement on Good Friday of 1984, which called for "the desired security, the
due tranquility that is the prerogative of every nation" for the Jewish people
living in the State of Israel.

Affirming the need for "further, deepening dialogue between the Church and
the Jewish people, the signers pledged to "work to ensure that the 'Notes' will
not be the occasion of a retreat from the very real gains in mutual under-
standing achieved in the past twenty years."

(Full text of report and list of signers attached.)

The American Jewish Committee is this country's ploneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1206, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved

human relations for all people everywhere.
* % * %
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FOREWORD

The 1975-85 United Nations Decade for Women will culminate with
the world conference to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, July 15-26, 1985.
The Nairobi Conference is the third international event sponsored by
the world organization during the Women's Decade. The first took place
in Mexico City in July 1975; the second in Copenhagen in July 1980.
The purposes of the Copenhagen Conference, like those of the con-
ference planned for Nairobi, were to assess the progress achieved, to -
identify the, obstacles encountered in attaining the goals of the
Decade and to plan how to implement these goals in the future.

These Nairobi purposes are specified in two main agenda items.
The review of progress and appraisal of obstacles at national,
regional, and international levels is to take place under agenda item
7. Under agenda item 3, the conference is to devise "forward-looking
strategies" to achieve the goals of equality, development and peace at
these national, regional and international levels up to the year. 2000.

The U.S. and West European governments have insisted from the
start of UN-planning for the Nairobi Conference that its agenda should
exclude political questions more properly considered in the Security
Council (and other political organs) and that differences should be
resolved by consensus rather than majority vote. The Soviet and
Non-Aligned blocs were unyielding. These blocs have 11 and 99 members
" respectively (the latter including 21 Arab states, and a large number
of other Muslim states). The differences remalned for the conference
itself to settle, where these states would have a controlling
majority. - | -

Since- Israel's creation in 1948, and especially after its
victories in the 1967 and 1973 wars, the UN has been the principal
forum of the wide-ranging campaign of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and its Arab and Soviet allies to delegitimize
Israel. While failing to achieve Israel's expulsion from the UN, a
goal it has not relinquished, the PLO has been able to secure repeated
condemnations of Israel's alleged policies and practices. It has also
succeeded in impugning Israel's identity as a Jewish state by obtain-
ing in 1975 a General Assembly resolution equating Zionism with
racism. These condemnations have been tacked. onto an array of
unrelated issues on agendas throughout the UN system, including those
concerned with the status of women. .



The intrusion into a UN specialized agency, conference or
technical program of extraneous political questions is especially
improper when these very questions are repeatedly addressed in the
UN's political organs that exist for that very purpose. As the UN
Secretary-General has urged, "the public forum afforded by the United
Nations...not [be] wasted on the exchange of useless accusations that
offer no hope of bridging differences." (Lecture, Harvard University,
January 10, 1985; SG/SM/3648, p. 6).

Over the objections of the U,S.and other members of the Nairobi
planning bodies, the subject of Palestinian women has been placed on
the Nairobi agenda, under item 7. A Report of the Secretary-General
(hereafter referred to as the SG Report), entitled "The Situation of
Women and Children Living in the Occupied Arab Territories and Other
Occupied Territories," is the documentation on which basis the subject
will be considered.

The subject was placed on the agenda in response to a General
Assembly recommendation that the conference pay particular attention
to the problems of women in territories under "racist or colonial
rule" or "foreign occupation,” taking into account the Mexico City and
Copenhagen guidelines. Since the subject of Palestinian women had
been discussed in Copenhagen, the Nairobi preparatory body (the
Commission on the Status of Women) decided, in carrying out the
General Assembly's recommendation, to request the Secretary-General to
update an earlier (1982) report it had prepared on this subject.
Although the title of the SG Report speaks of "occupied Arab terri-
tories” and of "other occupied territories," the Report itself
mentions none of the latter -- much less discusses in detail the
problems of women in them -- for example, the occupied territories of
Afghanistan, Kampuchea and Chad. The Report deals exclusively with
Palestinian women, obscuring or minimizing Israel's achievements in
the West Bank and Gaza and, moreover, assuming that Israel is at fault
for unsatisfactory conditions -- real or imagined.

At the request of the Jacob Blaustein Institute, Dr. Mala Tabory,
a legal scholar and social scientist, undertook a study intended to
provide participants in the Nairobi Conference with another perspec-
tive beside that contained in the SG Report. Concerned about the
situation of women worldwide, the Institute felt that it was important
for the conference attendees to have a document that contributes to a
balanced and constructive view of the controverted subject of
Palestinian women.

Dr. Tabory drew in her research for the full study (which is
available on request) from both Arab and Israeli published sources as
well as on the documents of several UN agencies. Most important, she
visited factories, vocational schools and health centers in the West
Bank and Gaza to interview Palestinian women about their situation.



iii

A convenient digest of Dr. Tabory's findings follows. It is
divided in keeping with the main headings in her text: demography and -
vital statistics; employment; working conditions; education, including
vocational training; health; and environmental sanitation. Thanks are
due to Kenneth Bandler, Allan Kagedan and Phyllls Sherman for prepar-
ing the dlgest.

As established in Dr. Tabory 5 study, and indeed admitted in the
SG Report, the latter's account of the situation of Palestinian women
and children is not truly a "report” -- much less an impartial one. It
not only disregards Israel's information and viewpoint, it fails to .
apply elementary evaluative criteria, such as comparison of present
with ‘pre-1967 conditions. Nor does it take into account the bearing -
of Arab/Muslim- religious traditions and social patterns on the
situation-of ‘Palestinian women. Its method appears to be to assert as
a general proposition that the Israeli .occupation is per se harmful to -
all - Palestinians, from which is extrapolated, without specific- -
evidence, the conclusion that it must be damaging to Palestinian
women and children.

This perception of the SG Report is borne out by the statement in
its introduction that "As no comprehensive study related to the status
of Palestinian women has been prepared within the United Nations
system during the last year,...it [the SG Report] draws exclusively on
recent reports and other material dealing with various aspects of
living conditions of Palestinian people in the Arab occupied terri-
tories, prepared by United Nations bodies.”" That the Report is indeed
based on prior UN documents, which themselves reflect an anti-Israel
bias, is evident from its 82 bibliographical notes, only four of which
cite Israeli sources. The rest are drawn from the reports of the
General Assembly's Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People, serviced by the UN Secretariat's Palestine

Centre. The Committee -- whose member states are Senegal, Cuba and
Afghanistan -- and the Centre, are known to reflect the views of the
PLO

Other statements in it confirm this impression of the SG Report:
"Although none of these reports refer specifically to the question of
Palestinian women, they describe the living conditions of the Pales-
tinian population as a whole"; "The policy of the occupying power
uniformly affects men, women, youth and children as members of

.society"; the military authorities' "oppressive practices...affect
equally all members of the family." In short, the authors of the
Report, unwilling or unable to prepare a particularized study of the
situation of Palestinian women, simply repeat the generalized criti-
cism of Israel's occupation common to many UN documents.

Among the other sources cited in the SG Report are the reports of
the Mexico City and Copenhagen conferences. The Mexico City Con-
ference was widely criticized as politicized, especially for including
in its final Declaration a call to the international community to seek
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the elimination of Zionism along with racism and apartheid. The
linking of Zionism with these evils served as precedent for the
General Assembly's adoption on 10 November 1975 of the mischievous and
dangerous resolution falsely equating Zionism with racism. The
Copenhagen Conference extended this falsehood, restricted to the
Declaration adopted in Mexico City, into a Program of Action for
improving the situation of women worldwide.

_ The UN Charter declares the determination of all the peoples of
the United Nations "to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in
the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men
and women and of nations large and small." In sharing that faith, the
Jacob Blaustein Institute expresses the hope that the Nairobi Confer-
ence will not be diverted into extraneous political bypaths but will
rather direct its energies to the real issues of women, and thereby
truly contribute to attaining the goal of equal rights for men and
women the world over.

Sidney Liskofsky

Program Director

Jacob Blaustein Institute for.
the Advancement of Human Rights




DEMOGRAPHY AND VITAL STATISTICS

The SG Report's discussion of the demography and vital statistics
of West Bank and Gaza Palestinians gives readers an inaccurate picture
of the effects of Israeli occupation. Among other inaccuracies, it
fails to record the significant advances in health care made since
1967,

Palestinian Population Overall

The SG Report admits that "it is difficult to know exactly how
many Palestinians there are altogether" (par. 10). Estimates pub-
lished by Arab countries and by the PLO, and even by UNRWA, have been
found to be exaggerated reflecting a political purpose to magnlfy the
"refugee problem." In fact, with the exception of the West Bank and -
Gaza, no formal census -of the Palestinian populations in Middle East
countries has ever been conducted.

Refugee Camp'Population

The SG Report asserts that some 50 percent of the West Bank
population and 85 percent of the Gaza population are refugees regis-
tered with UNRWA (par. 10). It claims that as of June 1984 there were
350,779 refugees registered in the West Bank (90,905 in camps) and
410,745 in the Gaza Strip (226,937 in camps). It bases these figures
on 1983 UNRWA refugee registration lists and 1981 Israeli government
statistics for the total population. However; UNRWA itself has stated
that the registration figures "do not necessarily represent the actual
population of Palestine refugees in their places of registration; the
refugees move and do not always inform the Agency; they also die
without their families informing the )’u_;.ﬁ':ncy.'“-1 i 4

. By 1983, according to Israeli census figures, there were 105,000
refugees living in the West Bank (65,000 in camps) and- 205,000 in Gaza
(175,000 in camps).2 These figures show that only 14 percent of the
West Bank population and only 42 percent of the Gaza population are
refugees, in contrast to the SG Report's figures of 50 and 85 percent,
respectively. ,

Population Growth

Before 1967, despite high birthrates, the population of the West
Bank and Gaza was relatively static. This was due to high infant and
other mortality and to extensive emigration. Since then, improved



economic conditions and a decline in net out-migration have led to
rapid population growth Thus the Gaza Palestinian population
increased from 364,000 in 1969 to 476,000 in 1982, and the West Bank
Palestinian populatlon grew from 164, 000 in 1967 to 747,500 in 1982,

Infant Mortality

During the period 1967-82, infant mortality in the West Bank and
Gaza was reduced by more than 50 percent.3 The reported infant
mortality rate in 1982 in the West Bank was 25.6 per 1,000 live
births, and in Gaza 41.3 per 1,000.* These figures compare favorably
with available data on infant (0-1 year) mortality rates for 1981 in
neighboring Arab countries. For example, infant deaths per 1,000 live
births in Jordan were 68; in Egypt 80; in Syria 61; and in Saudi
Arabia 112. The infant mortality rate in Israel was 13.9 per 1,000.5

Infant mortality in the West Bank and Gaza has declined in part
because of the extensive development and utilization of health
services, including the establishment of primary health care units,
visits by public health staff to remote villages, availability of
health insurance, increased public demand for health care, and UNRWA
supervision of refugee camps.

Child Mortality

 During 1981-83 child (0-5 years) mortality rates averaged 7.0 per
1,000 in the West Bank and 10.3 in Gaza. In countries with very poor
health conditions, according to the World Health Organization (WHO),
the under-six mortality rate exceeds 100 per 1,000; in highly devel-
oped countries it is as low as 2.0 per 1,000,5

Life Expectahcy

Improvements in medical services and health conditions among the
Palestinians have resulted in higher life expectancy. In 1967, life
expectancy at birth was estimated at 48 years in the West Bank and
Gaza. In the mid-1970s it was estimated at 55, and in the early 1980s
at 62. Again, this most recent figure compares favorably with the
figures for neighboring countries: 61 in Jordan, 56 in Egypt, 66 in
Syria, and 55 in Saudi Arabia. In Israel life expectancy is 74 years.

Emigration

The SG Report states that "the high male emigration rate" from
the West Bank and Gaza "has created a ratio of 80 males to 100
females." This figure is inaccurate. In 1983, there were 996 males
per 1,000 females in the West Bank and 991 males per 1,000 females in
the Gaza area. -

0f course, West Bank and Gaza residents do emigrate; migration
for economic reasons is common throughout the world. In the Middle



East, workers have migrated from the more densely populated, labor-
surplus countries to the Arab oil-producing countries along the
Persian Gulf. Due to their educational level and technical training,
workers from the West Bank and Gaza.have been in demand by states with
extensive resources but limited trained manpower. In 1982, there were
400,000 Palestinians in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf_States. They
constituted some 40 percent of Kuwait's total work force. .

During 1982 and 1983, reported net out-migration from the West
Bank and Gaza declined significantly from previous years, due to
improved.economic opportunities and socioeconomic conditions at home,
and to. newly imposed immigration restrictions 1n Arab countries,-
reflecting decllning oil revenues.

Female Heads of Household

The SG Report, citing UNRWA statistics for 1983, states that "on
the West Bank there were 27,226 female heads of household out of a
total of 72,272 and in the Gaza Strip 14,567 out of a total of
75,296." The Report fails to mention that "Reughly 25-33% of all
households in the world are de facto headed by women, with the
percentage much higher in certain countries and regions... The rising
incidence of female-headed households in rural areas of developing
countries results from impoverishment and migration."8® According to
the UNRWA figures, roughly 38 percent of all West Bank households and
19 percent of all Gaza households are headed by women, figures that
compare favorably with others in the developing world.

Conclusion

During the period of the Israeli administration, the Palestinian
population has undergone rapid growth, resulting from significant
improvements in economic and health conditions that markedly reduced
infant and child mortality rates and increased life expectancy. The
SG Report ignores these achievements.



EMPLOYMENT -

Any assessment of the economic health of the administered
territories must take into account the past. Before 1967, Jordan
neglected the West Bank in favor of the East Bank. High unemployment
depressed economic life in both the West Bank and Gaza. The Israeli
occupation has witnessed rapid economic growth and unprecedented
employment opportunities. Income from employment in Israel has
increased West Bank purchasing power and contributed to local economic
improvement. From an economic standpoint, the Israeli administration
has had a favorable impact on the West Bank and Gaza.

Labor Force Participation

To be sure, as the SG Report implies, the level of Palestinian
women's labor force participation is low; but the participation level
of women in Arab countries generally is even lower. This is a result
of high fertility, low literacy, and traditional restriction of women
to domestic roles. Indeed, the Palestinian women's labor force
participation rate compares favorably with those of Arab women
elsewhere. Thus, according to the SG Report, the participation rate
for women in the West Bank is 18.7 percent, in Gaza 6 percent; the
figure for Egypt is 5.7 percentf for the United Arab Emirates 5.8
percent and for Yemen 5.6 percent.

Traditional Position

After noting the alleged absence of employment opportunities for
Palestinian women, the. SG Report comments that these same women,
presumably taking advantage of employment opportunities, are being
uprooted "from their traditional position in society."

It is valid, of course, to explore how women's employment may
affect a traditional culture, weighing this against how it can help
women to gain dignity. The complex question of the needs of women as
individuals as against the demands of family and community is hardly
restricted to Palestinian women; it affects women in all modern and
modernizing societies. This .is not an issue of Israeli policy, which
seeks neither to encourage nor dissuade Palestinian women from
working, for the very reason that Israel wishes to avoid accusations
that it is imposing its values on a traditional Arab culture. Arab
girls generally work for only a short time before marriage. Their
youth and early marriage inhibit the acquisition of job skills. Thus
Arab (including Palestinian) women tend to be confined to unskilled




occupations. Once married, traditional mores inhibit them from
working outside the home .2 :

Conclusion

With regard to employment, Palestinian women in Israel, the West
Bank and Gaza, are better off than women generally in Arab countries.
Israel has opened up new job opportunities for those women who choose,
of their own accord, to seek employment.



WORKING CONDITIONS

Unfortunately in many countries, women's working conditions are
inferior to those of men. The SG Report provides a distorted picture
of the working conditions of Palestinian women, inaccurately portray-
ing them as "exploited," poorly paid workers who work illegally and
receive no health or other benefits (par. 39). The Report mentions
three categories of Palestinian working women: women employed legally
in Israel; women employed legally in the West Bank and Gaza; and women
working illegally in Israel. Each category merits separate considera-
tion.

Legal Employment in Israel

The SG Report fails to mention a key institution in the lives of
Palestinian women employed legally in Israel: the union. Israei's
Histadrut, encompassing 90 percent of the country's workers, actively
encourages Palestinian men and women who work in Israel to join its
ranks, though few have actually done so. The Histadrut welcomes
Palestinians not only because it has always opposed discrimination but
also because nonunionized workers threaten the wage levels of union-
ized workers. Palestinians who belong to the Histadrut enjoy the same
benefits as Israeli members, including severance pay, work accident
insurance, vacation pay, sick pay, child allowances, clothing allow-
ances, a spouse allowance, religious holiday pay, access to health
services and medical insurance.

Most Palestinian men and women who work in Israel choose not to
join the Histadrut because they do not wish to be seen cooperating
with Israel.? Nonetheless, even these workers benefit from collective
agreements reached by the Histadrut covering the enterprises where
they work.

What effect does working in Israeli factories have on Palestinian
women workers? According to Raymonda Tawil, a Palestinian writer,
equality has increased the women's self-esteem. In many cases, they
were the only wage earners in their family, and it was precisely this
role as breadwinner that imposed a great responsibility upon them and
at the same time gave them a feeling of dignity.3

Legal Employment in the West Bank and Gaza

What of Palestinian women who work in the West Bank and Gaza?
Free union activity exists in the territories, and as of 1985 there



are 31 unions in the West Bank and seven in Gaza.

If a small percentage of West Bank and Gaza workers, as compared
with Israeli workers, are unionized, this is not surprising. Local
economies have been and remain largely agricultural and therefore
unreceptive to unionization. Nonetheless, the Israeli administration
in the territories has taken actions to improve local working ‘condi-
tions including some intended to assist women in particular. It has
regulated work hours, protected the right to not work at night, banned’
women's employment in dangerous occupatlons, and increased maternlty
leave from 21 to 45 days.

Perhaps the best evidence of the progress in employment made by
Palestinian women working in the West Bank and Caza is the number of
women working in teaching and other white-collar jobs. In the West
Bank, there are 363 female school directors, 6,475 teachers, and 655
health service workers.* These women are not only benefiting per-
sonally from the experience gained in these occupations, but they are
assisting members of their community to live productive lives.

- Illegal Employment in Israel

The third category of Palestinian working women are those who
choose to work illegally in Israel. What motivates this choice? The
families of these young women, wishing guidance and protection for
them, ‘fall prey to the Rais, an illegal labor recruiter who hires them
out to hotels, restaurants and agricultural enterprises dand deprives
them of a high percentage of their wages. The Israeli government seeks
to stem*the tide of illegal workers and has no interest in perpetua-
ting such circumvention of the law, including tax evasion and the
proh1bit1on against employing youths under 17. The Histadrut actively
tries to persuade illegals to work legally and to join the union 51nce
illegals drive down all workers' wages.

The SG Report notes that Palestinian women generally fill jobs at
the lower end of pay scales. This is true -- but so do women in many
countries, as anyone familiar with the condition of women internation-
ally knows. In Canada, for instance, women typically earn between
50-60 percent as much as men. The reasons for this are multiple. In
short, it is a widespread problem in many regions that should be
addressed by the Nairobi Conference.

Conclusion

Many aspects of the situation of Palestinlan women "deplored" in
the SG Report are the very problems discussed in the Nairobi Confer-
ence document on women in developing countries. ' Palestinian working
women in the West Bank and Gaza share problems that face women in
developing and even developed countries, but by any measure their
working conditions have improved since 1967.



EDUCATION

Education provides the foundation for future employment and for
citizen participation in cultural and public life. In its discussion
of education provided by UNRWA as well as by private Arab institu-
tions, from the preschool to vocational training, the SG Report
highlights alleged Israeli harassment of Palestinian students.. ~Such
incidents have to be viewed from the perspective of Israeli security
requirements in the face of the sometimes violent student demonstra-
tions. In any event, the SG Report barely discusses the broader
question of education, much less gives an account of Israeli contribu=
tions to education in the West Bank and Gaza. B &g

Literacy =

Literacy is the basis for all further education. In the West
Bank and Gaza, the rate of illiteracy has declined since 1967, placing
residents of these regions ahead of Arab countries. From 1970 to
1984, the percentage of illiterate women declined in the West Bank
from 65 to 39 and in Gaza from 65 to 37. In Arab countries, -the
percentage of illiterate women.is higher: Algeria (1982) 68, Egypt
(1976) 77, Jordan (1979) 49, Saudi Arabia (1980) 87, Syria (1975) 76.1

Paralleling the rise in literacy is the increase in the number of
students at all educational levels. The overall student population of
the West Bank and Gaza grew 104 percent between.1967 and 1985 while
the school-age population increased only 28 percent. The number of
school girls aged 5-18 Increased 125.3 percent, reflecting a jump-in
attendance at all three school levels: elementary and junior high
(both compulsory) and high school (voluntary)

Five universities have been established in the administered
territories since 1967. Similarly from 1980 to 1985 the number of
women students doubled (from 2,599 to 4,680) in teachers' seminaries
and agricultural, technical and paramedical colleges.3

Vocational Schools

Since 1968, Israeli government-supported vocational schools have
trained 55,000 West Bank and Gaza young women and men. Today, there
are 23 of these schools, 18 in the West Bank and five in Gaza. Nine
of these offer courses where women learn more "traditional" skills
such as sewing, knitting and weaving, useful at home as well as in the
workplace, and newer skills such as driving instruction. Thus far,



about 10,000 women have enrolled in these courses, 7,000 from the West
Bank and 3,000 from Gaza. These courses, which are publicized in the
media, are free of charge and attending students receive a small
stipend and work clothes.

The quality of the instruction students receive in the govern-
ment-financed training centers is proved by the fact that graduates
easily find employment in Arab countries, where they sometimes serve
as instructors. The International Labor Office's (ILO) reports on this
subject describe the vocational schools as a "positive feature" of
Israel's involvement with Palestinians. Israel affirms .that the
schools have facilitated "the access of women to remunerated employ-
ment" and have helped to evolve new "ideas and traditions on this
issue."”

Conclusion

In addition to UNRWA and private efforts, Israel government-
funded schools have contributed significantly to enlarging and
improving educational opportunities for West Bank and Gaza inhabi-
tants, In turn, the advances in education have opened up better
employment opportunities,
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HEALTH

The SG Report deals extensively with health conditions in the
West Bank and Gaza, citing UNRWA's activities almost exclusively and
leaving the reader with the mistaken impression that since 1967
conditions have worsened. It makes only passing reference to "inade-
quate" Israeli improvements in health services. In fact, genuine
progress in upgrading health conditions has been achieved since 1967,
much of it the result of Israeli efforts. This has been achieved
despite the long lead time needed to develop health service infra-
structures and the reluctance of many inhabitants to give up their
adherence to traditional practices, such as childbirth at home rather
than in hospitals. [ :

Historical Context

Prior to 1967, the level of public health in the West Bank and
Gaza was relatively low -- characteristic of a developing region.
Malnutrition, infectious diseases and high infant mortality rates
prevailed. A poor sewerage system, overcrowding in refugee camps, lack
of running water in homes and a concomitantly low level of personal
and family hygiene made conditions particularly bad in Gaza. Hospi-
tals, especially in Gaza, were poorly equipped, overcrowded and, as in
most developing areas, understaffed.

Preventive and Curative Services: Israel's Health Care Policy

- Israel has undertaken to establish a strong infrastructure to
provide comprehensive health services to Gaza and the West Bank. Plans
include sustained development of health resources and facilities.
Special concern for the needs of women and children, demonstrated by a
range of programs to control disease and establish basic sanitation
and other primary care services, has guided health care planning.

Underlying Israeli health care policy is the basic principle that
local needs are best served by local facilities. A well-equipped and
well-staffed local health care system, leading to reduced dependence
on regional medical centers is being established. Thus, numerous
clinics have been scattered through urban and rural areas. In 1968,
for example, there were 89 general medical clinics in the West Bank.
Now 148 rural and urban clinics and health centers provide compre-.
hensive primary care and preventive and curative services. Between
1975 and 1982, visits to clinics in the West Bank rose 125 percent, in
Gaza by 80 percent. '
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The Israeli approach contrasts with Jordan's, where good medical
facilities are concentrated in large cities like Amman, and services
are poor for the nomadic Bedouins. Indeed, Jordan has a higher
infant mortality rate as well as fewer hospital beds per 1,000
population than do Gaza and the West Bank.

Maternal and Child Health (MCH)

Israel has placed special emphasis on improving maternal and
child care. Before 1967 MCH care was very limited. In Gaza where.
there were only nine centers in the refugee camps, Israel has
established 24 new MCH centers, providing a center in every village.
Similarly, there has been a fourfold increase in the number of MCH
centers in the West Bank (from 23 in 1968 to 95 in 1983) and more than
50 percent increase in general community clinics (from 89 in 1968 to
148 in 1983).1

Nutritional aid to pregnant women now includes fetal and infant
development. The Israel government provides vitamins A and D and
folic iron free of charge to all infants in the area.

Before 1967, over 20 percent of deliveries in Gaza took place at
home under the care of traditional birth attendants (dayas) who had no
formal training or supervision. In 1970, Israel established a school -
for midwives in Nablus. .

Over the years, partly because of Israeli-sponsored education
programs, there has been increasing utilization of hospitals for
maternity care. In Gaza the rate of hospital births rose from less
than 10 percent in 1967 to 75 percent in 1983. In the West Bank, the
rate increased from 13.5 percent in 1968 to 48 percent in 1983. But:
the practice of using traditional midwives for childbirth is still
prevalent in these areas. In mid-1983, to further increase hospital
deliveries, Israel lowered hospital charges for noninsured mothers by
50 percent.2 '

With regard to child health care, the SG Report admits that there
is insufficient statistical information to permit "an objective
evaluation of children's nutritional status." However, it criticizes
Israel by implication in citing the allegedly low birth weight of West
Bank and Gaza infants. In adducing the statistics that 6.8 percent of
West Bank infants and over 5.2 percent of Gaza infants weighed under
2.5 kgm at birth, it does not mention that 10 percent is considered a
goal for developing countries and that this has not been achieved even
in some developed countries, including parts of the United States.3

The SG Report cites the Expanded Program of Immunization as an
essential element of MCH, and mentions a 1983 World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) report that includes the West Bank and Gaza in "areas of
control” for six childhood diseases that constitute public health
problems in almost all developing countries. Though it refers to
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UNRWA's immunization work, it fails to mention the Israel government's
contribution to the program.

WHO noted in 1984 during its visit to schools in the West Bank
and Gaza that "the general appearance of the children indicates
satisfactory nutritional status... Hygiene seems good and the health
status of the children seemed satisfactory."

Israel, in October 1984, with funds provided by the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), established the Child Development
Center in Ramallah to provide care for children with physical or
mental development problems. Although not completed by the end of
1984, the Center had over 50 patients. Preparations are under way for
centers in Hebron, Nablus and Gaza.

Health Facilities and Service Costs

The SG Report (par. 56) comments on an "insufficient number of
hospital beds" and "the high cost of hospitalization." To be sure, in
certain districts the absolute number of hospital beds has remained
constant despite the population increase. The reason is that the
population's health has improved. Specifically, the rates of tuber-
culosis and mental illness have declined. Hospitals formerly used for
patients with these diseases have now been converted by Israel to meet
current needs. The issue is not the absolute number of beds but
rather whether necessary health services are being provided. The
general hospital bed ratio (in both government and private hospitals)
is 1.4 per 1,000 population in the West Bank and 1.8 - 1.9 per 1,000
in Caza, surpassing Jordan's ratio of 0.86 per 1,000.%

Regarding rising health care costs -- a problem in most countries
-- many health services, especially maternal and child health care,
are provided free of charge. Partial health care insurance was
introduced in the West Bank in 1973 and in Gaza in 1976. In 1978 a
new voluntary health insurance plan was introduced to provide West
Bank and Gaza inhabitants with comprehensive service in all health
care facilities in Israel. Noninsured persons receive care through
charitable organizations or private medical services.

As to the SG Report's charge of antigquated equipment, the example
of the Shifa hospital in Gaza should be cited. WHO noted the ex-
tensive redevelopment of this hospital and stated that it "should
constitute a high-technology referral center." Of special interest to
women is its large new obstetrics department. Similarly, the Nasser
Children's Hospital in Gaza was expanded and renovated in 1978 and the
number of its beds increased. Ramallah Hospital, a neonatal care
unit, was opened in 1980. Caritas Hospital in Bethlehem, a newly
rebuilt voluntary public pediatric hospital, operates a modern,
well-equipped special-care unit serving premature babies from the
entire region.
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Mental Health

The SG Report infers that occupation has cdused a "deterioration
of mental well-being and an increase of mental diseases, particularly
of neuroses" in the West Bank. The inference is that this results
from the "occupation.”" There is no concrete data to support this
claim. The .incidence of mental illness in the West Bank and Gaza may
be as hlgh as it is in the Middle East generally, an area now. under-.
going the strains of modernization.? : 7

Tralnlng of Health Care Staff

Sim11ar1y, the SG Report s charge of insufflclent health care -
professionals in the administered territories is unfounded. Israel
has emphasized the training locally of nursing and paramedical staff.
Examples of. training centers for nurses that are undergoing constant
improvement and development are the Shifa Hosp1tal Nursing School in
Gaza, opened in 1973 and expanded in 1975, which graduated 576
practical nurses by the end of 1983, and the ‘Ramallah School for
Registered Nurses opened in 1971.

Certainly, there could be more health care staff in the terri-
tories: the problem is that, because of their training, West Bank and-
Gaza health personnel are in high demand in Arab countries, particu-
larly .the Gulf states; and. in pursu1t of higher salaries, they
emigrate.. Even so, the total number of nurses practicing.in the
territories has more than doubled. .In Gaza there were 97 doctors in
1967. and by - 1982 there were 242. West Bank statistics show a similar
r15e.5" Although the territories have an oversupply of doctors, there
is a shortage of specialists there as in Israel.

Conclusion‘

Since 1967, the Israeli authorities have provided the West Bank
and Gaza with preventive health care systems, upgraded hospital care
and advanced training for health workers. The result has been a major
reduction in mortality rates and the establishment of a health
services system that is superior to those in most developing
countries.. -
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ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION

The SG Report states that "insufficient water supply, pollution
of the drinking water, [and] low standards of ... sewage and waste
disposal" remain some of "the essential problems of environmental
health" in the West Bank and Gaza (par. 69). The Report implies that
these conditions are a result of the Israeli occupation.

A major factor affecting the health of a population is the
availability of adequate supplies of potable water and an environ-
mentally sound sewage and waste disposal system. Deficiencies in
these services are endemic to the developing countries. Before 1967,
these services were severely lacking in the West Bank and Gaza. In
‘recent years, in cooperation with Arab municipalities, the Israeli
administration has improved environmental health services, which the
SG Report fails to acknowledge.

Availability of Potable Water

Advances have been made in developing safe, chlorinated drinking
water systems to serve Palestinian urban areas and larger villages.
Since 1967, more than 60 West Bank villages have been connected to
central water supplies. Potable and safe water, therefore, reaches
homes .in some 90 of the largest villages in the region. This service
is being extended to smaller villages throughout the area.

Israeli water standards have been applied to the West Bank and
Gaza. A safe water supply in these areas was achieved in 1978, with
bacteriological monitoring and preventive chlorination. Water
standards are regularly monitored by district sanitarians in Gaza and
the West Bank.

Sewage and Waste Disposal

Before 1967, sewage collection and disposal systems did not meet
the requirements of the local population. The lack of adequate and
safe water supplies for agriculture and home use led some local
residents to use sewage water for irrigation. This practice could
indeed adversely affect the health of the local populations. Since
1970, however, this dangerous practice has been prohibited.2

Large-scale development of sewage collection systems and treat-
ment plants for urban areas is under way, requiring significant
financial input and implementation time. The sewerage system in Gaza
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has been enlarged and new sewage collection systems and treatment
plants built to service municipalities and refugee camps throughout
the region. Additional sewerage systems are being planned. Routine
testlng of sewage for vibrio cholera and other enteric bacteria began
in 1981. Sewage collection systems in most West Bank urban areas
have been extended and reequipped, and sewage treatment plants built
in Jenin, Tulkarem, Ramallah, and Hebron. Master planning has been
completed for other localities.

. Solid waste collection and disposal facilities in the West Bank
and Gaza have been expanded and modernized in recent years. During.
the past 12 years, municipalities with modern equipment have been .
collecting garbage in most urban areas.* 1In Gaza, additional dumping
lots have been opened in areas where contamination of ground water
will be av01ded, and several localities are processing solid waste
into ‘compost for agricultural use.5

Malgrla Control

Strong ev1dence of improved env1ronmenta1 health conditions after.
1967 is the eradication of malaria. WHO declared the West Bank
malaria-free in 1970, and malaria control was achleved in Gaza in
1971.

Conclusion =~

Environmental health conditions in the West Bank and Gaza have
been improved significantly under the Israeli administration. Sus-
tained large-scale development of water supplies and of sewage and
refuse disposal systems will continue to contribute to the improve-
ment of conditions in these territories.

-Obviously, Palestinian women in the West Bank and Gaza do not
enjoy untroubled lives. As this digest has pointed out, these women,
like other women in developing as well as developed countries, face
many problems. Some may even be exacerbated by 'living under "occu-
pation" -- even a relatively benign occupation. On the other hand,
the SG Report is designed to find fault not fact. It condemns but .
does not analyze and propose remedial measures. Bringing balance to
the discussion of the situation of Palestinian women in the West Bank
and Gaza, it is hoped, will enable participants at the Nairobi
Conference to see that issue in'a proper light. The Conference will
thus be able better to fulfill its authentic purpose of advancing the
equality of women in the years ahead.
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Demography and Vital Statistics

1. United Nations Relief and Works Agency, Report of the Commis-
sioner-General ... 1 July 1978-30 June 1979, Supp. 13 (A/34/13) (New
York, 1979), p. 1, par. 2.

2. Israel, Ministry of Defence, Coordinator of Government Operations
in Judea-Samaria and the Gaza District, Judea-Samaria and the Gaza
District: A Sixteen-Year Survey (1967-1983) (Jerusalem, 1983), p. 55.

3. Israel, Ministry of Health, Health and Health Services in Judea,
Samaria and Gaza 1983-1984 (Jerusalem, 1984), p. 9.
This document has also been issued as WHO doc. A37/INF.DOC./2.

4. Ibid., p. 11.
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(Geneva: ILO, 1983).

2. Maria Escribano and Nazmi El-Joubeh, "Migration and Change in a
West Bank Village: The Case of Deir Dibwan,™ Journal of Palestine
Studies (Beirut) 11 (Autumn 1981): 155,
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T Israel, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Department of
International Relations, Labour and Employment in Judea, Samaria and
the Gaza District (Jerusalem, 1983), p. 14.

2. International Labour Conference, "Report on the Situation of
Workers of the Occupied Arab Territories,” in Report of the Director-
General: Appendices, Appendix 3 (Geneva: ILO, 1984).

3. Raymonda Hawa Tawil, My Home, My Prison (New York: Holt,
Rinehart & Winston, 1979), pp. 128-129.

4. Letter dated 19 March 1985 from Charge de'Affairs of Israel
Mission to UN to the Secretary-General, A/40/188 (E/1985/60), March
21, 1985, requesting circulation of paper in response to Document
A/CONF. 116/6. The paper is entitled Arab Women and Children under
Israel's Administration: A Paper in Rebuttal of Document A/CONF.
116/6.
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1. Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Statistical Abstract 1984
(Jerusalem, 1984).

2. Arab Women and Children, pp. 39-40.

3. Ibid., p. 41. .

4. International Labour Conference, "Report on the Situation of
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After 4% years, the war with Iraq has become institutionalized in Iran:

the public has learned to co-exist with all the attendant hardships.

However, recent escalation of the conflict, resulting in missile and bomb
attacks on the capital and the main cities, has jolted the civilian popu-
lation. Blackouts, shortages of basic commodities, and night raids, together
with occasional guerrilla attacks (in January and February 1985), have
renewed waves of anxiety and insecurity.

In March, Iranian airspace was declared a war zone by the Iraqis, resulting
in the suspension of all intermational flights. To date, flights have not
been restored to a regular schedule, and only Swissair makes short stopovers
at the southern port of Bandar Abbas by using the Gulf route. TIranair tries
to maintain regular flights to Europe through Russian airspace.

Observers maintain that the regime needs the war as a justification for
problems in other spheres, and they share an outlook for continuing war
and growing domestic unrest.

In face of a deteriorating economy, the Government has imposed additiomal
restrictions on the private sector and foreign trade to limit the continuing
drain on foreign exchange. Unemployment is gowing, and there is little
future prospect for work. Inflation officially stands at 12.8%; however,
reliable sources maintain that this figure is distorted - and when subsidies,
rents and free-market purchases are taken into consideration, the actual
figure is nearer to 100%. '

Travel restrictions for Iranians have eased markedly, and the number of
Iranians traveling in and out of the country has grown significantly during
the past year. While the Regime is readily issuing passports, there
remains a blacklist of citizens who are not permitted to travel.

Limitation of foreign exchange to travelers has become even more restrictive.
In early July regulations changed to allow passengers on Iranair - who had
heretofore been permitted to leave with $500 at official rates - to leave

now with only $300 per passport - no matter how many individuals are included
in one passport. Those who choose other airlines - who were heretofore
entitled to leave with $200 - may now perhaps be entitled to no foreign
exchange whatsoever.

The process of Islamization continues, affecting all aspects of life. The
Regime - particularly its fundamentalist wing - resorts to terror in imposing
strict adherence to Islamic moral codes and dress. Those most affected are
the Westernized middle class, whose mores and conduct continually provoke the
Islamic zealots.

&
Persecution of dissidents and members of the Bahai faith continues. However,
these groups have succeeded in attracting the Western media to more sustained
reporting on human rights violations.



THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Though the present regime has officially recognized and tolerated the Jews
as an "official religious minority," it has placed them in a decidedly
inferior status. With the Islamization of the country, Jews - like members
of other official religious minorities - are becoming more and more isolated
from the mainstream of Iranian life, and are vulnerable to the whims of
officials and/or members of the general public who wish to take a stand
against them. The Govermment's strong anti-Zionist policy does not directly
affect its relations with the community per se; however, it remains a source
of constant apprehension and anxiety for every community member.

Travel

Despite the liberalization of conditions on travel abroad for the general
population, Jews continue to be at a disadvantage. The first official
mention of a ban on Jews to travel was made by the Jewish MP Nikrooz in

his parliamentary speech in April, and was reported in both the local press
and opposition newspapers abroad. (The full text is enclosed.) The commu- -
nity was hopeful that Nikrooz' efforts would bring about a solution to the
problem; however, to date there has been no significant development, and
any Jew leaving the country officially must continue to go first through an
extensive interview at the Office of the Prime Minister, followed by a
demand for pledges and guarantees that he will return and that members of
his family will not leave the country in his absence. Passports of family
members must be deposited with the authorities to ensure that the family
remains in the country. Some exceptions have been made in cases of the
elderly and the sick. .

Pesach
As in previous years, on the instructions of the Prime Minister and the

Joint Chiefs of Staff, all Jewish government employees and servicemen
were granted eight days' leave to observe Pesach.

Anjoman Kalimian

The long struggle between the moderates and the hard-line Intellectuals for

control of the Anjoman may have finally come to an end with the legal regis-
tration of a newly elected Anjoman Kalimian Board comprised of Intellectual
sympathizers. (See attached translation of a Ministry of Justice notice of

the results of the election.) Though the moderates have always had, and e
still have, more popular support in the community, they were unable to halt

the Intellectuals from gaining power because very few moderates were willing

to commit themselves or become involved in communal affairs, and risk intimi-

dation and harassment from opposition factions within the Eommunity.

In the last three years, the Intellectuals pressed for new elections, inter-
vened with the authorities, and constantly challeneged the legality of the
Anjoman as it has been recently constituted, on grounds that some of the
elected Board members had left Iran, leaving an Anjoman Kalfimian whose
resulting decreased size did not conform to official regulations.
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Last October the Intellectuals convinced the Government to set a date for
Anjoman elections with less than a week's notice - taking both the Jewish
leadership and the community by surprise. As a result, only a very small
percentage of those eligible to vote participated - out of a Tehran Jewish
population of approximately 15,000, only 640 went to the polls - and six
candidates from the Intellectuals were elected with a negligible number of
votes.

Both the procedures and the results were unacceptable to many of the leader-
ship, and some of them protested to the authorities and the Ministry of
Interior. The outgoing Chairman expressed his concern about the consequences
of having an Anjoman Kalimian led by and closely identified with the Intellec-
tuals for fear that this may place the Jewish community in a vulneralbe
position vis-a-vis the general public. He also expressed his concern about
the possible disintegration of the Anjoman Kalimian if it does not command

the support and respect of a large segment of the community.

It is too early to judge what the effects of this new Anjoman will be on

the community and its structure. Since their inception after the Revolution,
the Intellectuals supported the Regime's strong anti-Zionist, anti-‘imperialist'
stance. However, general disillusionment in the outcome of the Revolution

may have moderated their views.

The outgoing Chairman withheld the transfer of papers, documents and deeds

to the new Board for fear they may mishandle communal assets and property.

He took legal action in this regard, but did not succeed. He has now turned
over the material to the Chief Rabbi, who at last notice had also not effected
the transfer. " :

Education

In January the Ministry of Education, through its Supervisory Council, issued
a summary of rules, regulations and procedures governing the schools of
religious minorities. (Translation of full text is enclosed.)

A review of these guidelines clearly shows the extent of governmental control
and restrictions imposed on the curriculum of all religious minority schools.
Obversely, these same detailed regulations may serve to protect the minority
schools from less tolerant officials and directors. (See enclosed cover page
and translation of article on Jewish education which appeared this year in
Roshd Moalem, a quarterly magazine for teachers and principals published and
distributed nationwide by the Research and Project Department of the Ministry
of Education.) a

The enrollment of 4,362 Jewish children registered in Jewish schools dropped
by approximately 107 during the school year due to diminution of the community.

As a result of the limitations imposed by the Government, :he hours of reli-
gious studies in Jewish schools were reduced and courses had to be taught in
Farsi. To maintain the level of Jewish content, supplementary classes for
teaching Hebrew, Torah, Siddur, etc. were organized in the Synagogues.

According to the most recent reports, Jewish schools are pefmitted to include
the following number of hours of instruction of Jewish subjects: 10 hours/week
for primary school students; 8 for orientation-level (junior high school)
students; and 6 for high school students. The number of hours for supplementary
Jewish studies varies from school to school.



Welfare

Through the Anjoman, winter and Passover relief was extended to families in
need in Tehran and the provinces. For Pesach 5% tons of rice, 1 ton of meat
and chicken, 1 ton of matza, and 300 kilos of 0il were distributed, and

direct cash grants were made.



TRANSLATION

Dr. Nikrooz's Speech in Parliament
April 8, 1985

(Reprinted in Tamuz-Kevhan and other Farsi newspapers both locally and abroad)

One of the distinctive characteristics of the Islamic Revolution was its
non-alignment with the Superpowers and the ability to stand up to their
impositions. What is obvious in today's world is that a policy of non-
alignment, and wanting to be independent, is not an easy accomplishment.

It is 2 pleasure to note that with revolutionary patience and intelligence,
the Iranian nation was able to resolve these problems one after the other;
and, G-d willing, with Iran's final victory and the end of the war, the nation
will shoulder-to-shoulder rebuild the country and take effective strides in
the advancement of revolutiomary goals.

The Jews of Iran are determined to continue living in this country with ~
honor and serve their nation. We have always considered Iran as our country
and we condemn any wrong thoughts and deviating ideas that wish to associate
the Jews of Iran with events abroad and the various "isms'. As the records
of several centuries of Jewish life in Iran have nroved, Jews love the cul-
ture of this country.

At the present, the services that the Jews of Iran render to the Islamic
Republic and their fellow Iranians in proportion to their numbers are valuable.
Mavbe it is not necessary to elaborate on the number of Iranian Jews in the
medical profession and the medical services, which is quite considerable.

This is a proof of the attachment of the Iranian Jews to their country and

the people.

Despite the evil of Imperialist and Zionist propaganda, and their agents
who try to insinuate to the world that religious minorities in Iran are
under pressure, I — in my position as the representative of the Iranian
Jews in the Islamic Republic Parliament—officially declare that fortunately
the Islamic Republic has shown the minorities the necessary respect, among
them the Jews. At present we have no major problems, and any issues that
have come up we have been-able to overcome with complete understanding and
good will. The only problem that presently exists is the legal exit and
re-entry of our Jewish brothers and sisters from the country. In our
contacts with the authorities they expressed their good will and have given
us their promise to resolve this issue in the soonest possible time. While
thanking those in charge, I hope that in the near future we will see the
solution to this problem. "

Considering the increase of the Iraqis' criminal attacks on our cities and
the injuring and killing of civilians, which is contrary to all human and
international codes, I deem it necessary to declare the Jewish community's
disgust and condemmation of these aggressive acts. ¢

In conclusion, I invite all fellow Jews to pray for the Imam's health and
the victory and success of the Nation during Pesach services at the
Synagogues.

Dr. Manuchehr Nikrooz
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TRANSLATION:

Bulletin from the Joint Chief of Staff's HQ dated
March 19, 1985 instructing all units and departments
to grant leave April 7-14 to Jewish personnel and
conscripts in the service of the Islamic Republic's
Armed Forces to enable them to observe Pesach (Moses'
uprising against the tyranny of the Pharofhs) and
perform their religious rites.

Signed: Col. Ismail Sohrabi '

cc: Dr. Manuchehr Nikrooz - Jewish MP to the Majlis



TRANSLATION
May 1985

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
GENERAL RECGISTRATION OFFICE

Notice of Appointment of the Tehran Anjoman Kalimian Board Members
Registration 6

1) According to conclusive minutes of the Anjoman Kalimian Meeting held
on November 1, 1984, the following were elected as Board of Directors
for the Tehran Anjoman Kalimian for a period of 3 years:

Dr. Manuchehr Eliassi .
Sion Yaghoub Barkhordar
Youssef Khakshoor
Rahmatollah Rahmian
Feizollah Szketkhoo
Davoud Ismailzadeh=Hakimi
Houshan Honouni
Shokrollah Seneh

Sion Lalezari

Shmouel Aghel

Dr. Mussa Kermani.

2) According to the Minutes of the Board of Directors' Meeting held on
January 10, 1985:

Dr. Manuchehr Eliassi was elected Chairman

Moussa Kermani Z

Ston “Lalagard ; .................. Vice-Chairmen

S1on UEtal f% oo einiuw i Treasurer

Shmouel Aghel g Inspectors

Yagoub Barkhordar TrrrrRrErere

Ismailzadeh Hakimi.......oooennnnn Supplies Officer

Rehmatollah Rahmian.......cvceuuu. Secretary
(Signed)

General Department of
Company and Industrial Ownership



TRANSLATION May 1985

CIRCULAR TO ALL SYNAGOGUES

Please have the following letter and attached notice read to the congregation
on the eve and morning of Shabbat:

""Shabbat Shalom
Fellow Jews, Brothers and Sisters: .

It is with great pleasure that we inform you that the newly elected
Board of Directors for the Tehran Anjoman Kalimian has been legally
registered.

We hope with the help of G-d and with your cooperation, we will be
able to perform the duties assigned to us and serve our community
in the best possible way. ‘

Attached is the official and legal notice of registration.

Dr. Manuchehr Eliassi
Chairman, Anjoman Kalimian"



IN THE NAME OF ALLAH
No. 38334/2

October 25, 1984

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

Toi Brother Hossein Khoshnovisan

By this decree, you are appointed as my representative with full
authority to the Supervisory Commission for schools for religious
minorities.

I hope, with the help of G-d, you will put all your efforts into
this task, and by benefitting from the guidance of Imam Khomeini,
you will succeed in advancing the sacred goals of the Islamic
Revolution.

(Signed)

Seyed Kazem Akrami
Minister of Education

cc: Ministrv of Interior
Ministry of Islamic Guidance
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of the Revolutionary Guards
Head Office, Ministry of Education Tehran Province
Legal Office of the Majlis (Parliament)
Central Offices for Administration



IN THE NAME OF G-D
TRANSLATION

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

SUMMARY OF RULES, REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES
RELATED TO SCHOOLS FOR RELICIOUS MINORITIES

By:

The Supervisory Commission for.
Religious Minorities' Schools

Tehran, January 1985



In the Name of G-d, the Merciful, the Compassionate

To: Head Office -~ Ministry of Education, Tehran Province

To coordinate education, training and administration of recognized religious
minorities - Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians - the following guidelines have
been compiled to facilitate decision-making...:

A) SUPERVISORY COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS MINORITIES' SCHOOLS

On the instructions of the Prime Minister, a Commission was set up in Tehran
to coordinate and resolve problems related to schools of religious minorities.
This Commission was formed from representatives of:

1) Ministry of Islamic Guidance

2) Ministry of Revolutionary Guards

3) Ministry of Interior i
4) Ministry of Education

5) Tehran Province Department of Education

6) Ministry of Education Area Offices - where schools are located

7) Non-permanent member.

The Commission has been meeting weekly on a regular basis to fulfill the
requirements and resolve problems in the quickest possible time.

Therefore, all Area Offices of the Ministry of Education should channel any

problems that may arise to the Commission as quickly as possible, to enable

the Commission to review the issue at the first possible meeting and respond
in writing... ; ' ’

B) WEEKLY SCHEDULES OF RELIGIOUS MINORITY SCHOOLS

Veekly schedules and hours of work for schools of religious minorities will
follow those of national schools,which are announced each scholastic year...

1) Khas Schools (Special Minority Schools) are schools where all, or the
majority, of students are followers of that minority.

2) Students of religious minorities attending national schools are not
obligated to attend Koran or (Islamic) religious studies classes.

C) TEXTBOOKS FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES OF MINORITIES o

Due to the impbrtance of this matter, we are enclosing a copy of the directives
and decisions reached at the High Council's 260th Meeting of (1983)...Further-
more, for your information, listed below are steps taken therFafter.

1) Based on the decisions of the High Council...the Program and Research
. Department for Education prepared and published textbooks for religious

-




minorities {Common Section). These books were and will be distributed nation-
wide to all Educational Areas: /The text goes on to list all such books, and
specifies for which grades they should be useq;f

2) Books approved by the Program and Research Department (Special Section)

According to Article 4 of the directives of the High Council for Education,
the Jewish and Zoroastrian minorities submitted their proposed textbooks
to the Program and Research Department. After approval, these textbooks

were published by each respective minority and distributed among students
as follows:

a) Religious studies textbooks for the Jewish minority (Special Section)
.entitled Jewish Religious Studies and Culture - second grade primary to
third year secondary levels - were published after approval by the
Ministry and distributed to students attending Jewish minority schools.
These courses are to be taught at special classes. (Procedures for
forming these classes and grading will follow in this report.)

b) (Same as Item a for Zoroastrians) é

c) Religious studies textbooks for the Assyrian minority are in
process. After approval they will be published and distributed.

N.B. As long as these books have not been approved, Assyrian
students will use only the textbooks of the Ministry of Education
for Common religious studies.

d) Since to date the Armenians have not prepared or submitted text-
books to the Program and Research Department of the Ministry of Edu-
cation, students of this minority can use only those textbooks pub-
lished by the Ministry for Common Religious Studies for Minorities.

D) RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

According to Article 1 of the Directives, religious minorities are authorized
to teach their religious literature and language. For this purpose, please
note the following:

1) At Special Minority Schools, the teaching of two hours/week of religious

literature and language as a supplement to literature courses is permissible.
N.B. Contents of the material to be taught must be submitted for

approval to the Program and Research Department. Thereafter, texts can be

printed and courses prepared. As long as this material is not submitted

and approved, classes for these courses will not convene.

2) All reading material for these courses prepared by weligious leaders
of a particular minority must first be approved by the Research and Program
Department of the Ministry.

3) No grades or credits will be given for courses of religious literature
and language.

4) Tutors for these courses must be recommended by the respective minorities
to the Ministry through the appropriate departments for screening. Only

after approval by the Ministry can they teach at these schools.
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5) If the minorities deem it necessary to teach religious studies and
literature more than two hours/week, they can do so on the basis of the
proceedings in Article Z.

E) OWNERSHIP OF SCHOOL

Ownership of religious minorities' schools endowed for this purpose will continue
to belong to the religious bodies of the respective minorities. However, during
school hours such schools are completely at the disposal of the Ministry of
Education. After school hours, premises of these schools can be utilized
according to Article Z of the regulations.

F) CODE OF CONDUCT OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES' SCHOOLS

The code of conduct and disciplinary regulations at minorities' schools must
follow those of national schools throughout the country. Female students must
dress in the same way as girls attending national schools (i.e., observe
Islamic dress code). s

G) EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Minorities can use their school premises after school hours, provided they
adhere to the following conditions:

1) Plans for all after-school programs and activities planned by minorities
must be submitted in writing 15 days prior to the actual date of the event:
to the director of the school.

2) Directors of religious minorities' schools must notify the Area Director
of the Ministry of Education of the above request, so that the request can
be processed through proper channels to the Supervisory Commission and a
reply be given as scon as possible.

3) Applicants must submit their requests for such programs and/or activities
in detail and have same approved by their respective religious leadership to
avoid delays in processing.

4) All proposed activities and programs should not contradict the moral codes
of an Islamic society.

5) All political activities (demonstrations, meetings, etc.) on school
premises must be approved by both the Supervisory Commission and the
Ministry of Interior in Tehran, or the Governors in the provinces.

6) At all minority schools where there is a church or a synagogue on the
premises, separate entrances must be provided so that there is no inter-

ference by movement of children in religious pravers andfceremonies; nor

will religious services interfere in school programs.

7) At minority schools, students must go to classes immediately after

early morning exercises. '

8) Holidays for minority schools should total 11 according to the directives
of the High Council. These days will be announced yearly by the Supervisory

Commission to the Ministry of Education Area Offices, who will in turn notify
the schools officially.



H) PTA ASSOCIATIONS

Parents-Teachers Associations for religious minority schools must be formed
according to the regulations that govern all such associations in the country
with the objective of advancing educational goals.

I) DIRECTORS FOR MINORITY SCHOOLS

Directors for minority schools are appointed on the recommendation of the
Ministry of Education's Area Directors and on the approval of the Supervisory
Commission. The Supervisory Commission reserves the right to change these
directors when necessary.

N.B. 1If directors are introduced by the religious leadership of a
particular minority, the Ministry of Education can select the most suitable
candidate according to regulations and qualifications. Responsibilities of
directors at these schools shall be the same as those of national schools.

J) TEACHERS FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES .

Teachers for extra-curricular activities are appointed by Area Directors of

the Ministry of Education, as in national schools. In selecting these teachers
for minority schools, the Prime Minister's instructions are as follows:
Candidates must be:

1) Faithful followers of the Imam and genuine believers in the Jurisprudence.

2) Knowledgeable and aware of the social and political affairs of the
revolutionary society of Iran.

3) Acquainted with the culture of the minorities and respectful of them.
4) Exercisers of Islamic patience in contacts and association with non-Moslems.

Such teachers do not have the right to spread or promote Islamic beliefs in these
schools.

Teachers for extra-curricular activities at these schools must participate in
orientation sessions organized by the Supervisory Commission to acquaint them
with the culture of the minorities.

" The Supervisory Commission must outline the responsibilities of these teachers,
and through the Area Offices of the Ministry of Education advise them of same.

é
K) METHODS OF DISTRIBUTION OF TEXTBOOKS FOR RELIGIOUS MINORITY SCHOOLS (Common Secth)

According to Circular 3974/JT dated (September 1984), the Textbooks Printing

& Distribution Department of the Ministry of Education requesgted all minority
schools to submit a breakdown of their enrollment - which they have undoubtedly
submitted. However, for information, listed below are the methods of distri-
bution of textbooks for forthcoming years. /Deleted/



L) EXAMINATIONS FOR COURSES OF RELIGIOUS MINORITY STUDIES

As for all other students, examinations for the first, second and third
semesters of students of religious minorities will follow the regulations
stipulated by the High Council. However, as there are special minority

schools, as well as students of respective minorities who attend natiomal
schools - and because of the Common and Special religious textbooks used by
these students for the religious course - it is necessary to note the following:

1) At religious minority schools, examination results and grades for the
first semester must be submitted to the school director.

2) Grades for religious studies courses for minority students attending
national schools will be processed through the Area Departments of the
Ministry of Education.

3) In the provinces wherever there is a sizeable number of minority
students attending a national school, respective religious authorities
of the mimorities can organize classes after school to teach religious
content. Prior approval of the Supervisory Commission is needed for
such classes.

4) Second and third semester examination questionnaires will be prepared
by the Area Offices of the Ministry based on textbooks in use...

Examinations schedules of religious studies courses for minority
students will be designated by the Ministry as for-all other subjects.
Should there be any problems in this regard, please contact the secretary
of the Supervisory Commission in Tehran...

(Signed)

Hossein Khoshnovisan
Representative of the
Minister of Education at the
Supervisory Commission for
Schools of Religious Minorities



IN THE NAME OF ALLAH

DIRECTIVES OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION HIGH COUNCIL

In executing the directives drawn up at the 217th meeting of the High Council
of the Ministry of Education which states that no student is exempt from
religious studies - and considering that students receive credit for these
courses - lay-outs and contents of textbooks for these subjects were drawn up
by the Research and Program Department of the Ministry of Education and
approved by the High Council. They are as follows:

1) According to Article 15 of the State Consitution which specifies that
textbooks must be in the Farsi language, all material used for religious
studies by the minorities must follow this law and be published in the Farsi

language.

2) Religious studies textbooks for minorities must include what is common among
all G-dly religions - i.e.: belief in G-d, Afterlife, and Universal Prophets.

If these basic principles are not correctly taught and established, then ethics
and worship will not be effective. Therefore, textbooks must be in two sections:

Section 1 should cover belief in G-d, Afterlife and Universal Prophets; and
Section 2 should include material on particular prophets; ethics, specific
beliefs, and religious content for each respective minority.

3) As there is common belief in all G-dly religions - namely, belief in one
G-d, Afterlife and Universal Prophets - textbooks for religious studies prepared
by the Ministry of Education have met the approval of the respective religious
leaders of the minorities; these books will be used - with minor corrections

by each respective minority when necessary - as the first part of all religious
studies for minorities.

4) Since textbooks for the second part are particular to each religion, such
textbooks must be written and published by the respective minorities themselves.
Contents of the textbooks for specific studies are at the discretion of religious
authorities of each respective minority, and the Ministry will not interfere

. provided they do not contradict with the policies of education in the Islamic
Republic. :

5) 1In Section II - specific studies - wherever it is necessary to'specify a
term in the original language for the purpose of avowing or testimomy, it is
permitted to do so provided a Farsi translation is also included.

Drafts of textbooks for religious studies for the Jews, Zoroastrians and Christ-
ians were approved at the 260th session of the High Council Jf the Ministry of
Education and should become effective.

Seyed_Ali Akbar Parvaresh
/Past/ Minister of Education




TRANSLATION

THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
TEHRAN H.Q.

In the name of Allah -

To: Ministry of Education Departments for Areas 6, 7 and 12

In reply to your letter...(February 24, 1985) to the Supervisory Council for
Jewish Schools, attached please find photocopy of text for "Morning Prayers"
recited by Jewish students at schools designated for this Minority.

This text was approved at the meeting of (April 6, 1985) of the Council. -
Please mention the aforementioned schools.

(Signed)

Hossein Khoshnovisan
Director-General for Education
Tehran Province

April 6, 1985

(N.B. Every morning the Shemah Israel, etc., followed by prayers for Khomeini
and the Government, must be recited by all students attending Jewish schools.)
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Translation

Article from first issue of Roshd Moalem, Scholastic Year 1984/1985.

(This is a monthly magazine published under the patronage of the Ministry of
Education and circulated nationwide among teachers and educational instituctions.)

ZIONIST EDUCATION FOR NON-ZIONIST JEWS

1f_ che danger of Israel was limited only to a military danger, then it would not
have been worth all this struggle, fighting and opposition to contain it. However,
Israel is only a part of a worldwide Zionist conspiracy that seriously threatens
all spheres - military, political, economic, and cultural - on an international
level.

Zionists have strived to control and destroy the social and cultural foundations
of neighbouring countries and the whole world. What took place under the Shah
in Iran and what is taking place in countries like Egypt are examples of such
destruction. The Zionists have not only drawn up special plans for Israel, but
also have organized long-term international plans for world Jewry.

To appreciate the inhumanity of the Zionists, a careful consideration of their
plans is necessary. Roshd Moalem intends to do this by presenting to its readers
the study made by the Arab writer, Aref Towfiq Atari.

This extract reviews Zionist stratagem for Jews outside Israel. The study clari-
fies how agents of Israel attempt to train Jews to become racists to colonize
and oppress.

And now we expose one of the Zionist conspiracies:

OBJECTIVES

Zionists believe that each Jew in the Diaspora is a potential citizen of Israel.

In octher words, he is considered an Israeli in the process of formation, passing
through the preliminary stages of becoming a citizen. In what manner does Zionism
want to shape this individual? The answer lies in the object that Jewish education
pursues outside Israel.

The ultimate goal of Zionists is the immigration of all Jews to Palestine. Immi-
gration guarantees the existence and permanence of Israel by ensuring the balance
of the population in occupied Palestine to remain at a ratio of 857 Jewish to 15%
Arab. Moreover, immigrants fulfill the needed manpower for populating the old
and newly occupied territories. #

Zionism considers the flow of immigraction as a gauge of its success or failure.
Success is directly proportional to the number of Jews immigrating to Israel.
Wicthout the realization of immigration, all efforts of the Zion?sts are futile
and their objectives become unattainable.



However, despite these objectives, immigration has encountered problems and ob-
stacles. The most significant obstacle has been that Jews in the Diaspora have
not suffered tyranny and oppression. On the contrary, they attained high economic
and political positions, particularly in the West.

Zionist leaders do not hide their dissatisfaction with these developments and have
repeatedly alerted the Jews to this danger. They confront this perceived threat
through various means, one of which is education. Their aims are:

a) to retain Jewish identity, and
b) to ensure that Israel remains a
focal point in the life of every Jew.

The realization of these objectives should serve as a prelude to immigration to
Israel.

Mordecai Bar-On, Director of Youth and Volunteers at the Jewish Agency states:

"The problem for Zionism is not that one million Jewish youths
dispersed throughout the world should come to Israel in the
next year or five years; the problem is for these youths to
remain Jewish in cthe true sense of the word after twenty or
thirty years, and consider themselves as Jews with an affinity
to Israel to which they will eventually immigrate."

Through education, Zionism endeavours to sow the seed of non-assimilation and
bind communal and individual destiny of Jews to the destiny of Israel. Zionism
also tries to show contempt for Diaspora life and incite Jewish youngsters at an
early age to be dissatisfied with life outside Palestine even though they may be
living under the best possible conditions. They persuade them that life in the
Diaspora is impossible and to prove their claims, they put forth persecutions and
massacres that Jews have encountered throughout history. To support this issue,
they cite incidents under Nazi rule which they exaggerate and thus develop in the
conscience of the Jews the complex of the Holocaust.(l)

The Jewish educational system encourages Jews to immigrate to Palestine not only
by means of emphasizing the negative aspects of life in the Diaspora, but also by
means of motivating and stimulating them emotionally towards establishing their
homeland in Palestine and populating occupied territories and strengthening the
Zionist State.

Therefore, a Jew finds himself at a crossroad. Either he immigrates to Palestine
or continues living in an induced state of anxiety involving fear of mass annihi-
lation, tyranny, and oppression, as well as bearing the guilt of not adhering to
his national and religious obligation in supporting a Jewish State.

#

(1) Papers and documents have proved that Zionist movements have exercised rough
action to instigate Jews to go to Israel. For example, Kasfner, who was one
of the leaders of the Zionistic State at its establishment, participated in
the mass killing of Jews in Hungary. Records also prove that Zionist agents
were responsible for the five bombs that exploded in the Jewish quarters in
Iraq to force the Jews to emigrate to Palestine.



The responsibilities of Jewish education in the Diaspora are to manifest visions
of a State and Zionism in the conscience of Jewish youth and make them understand
that the mightiest revolution in history is in process in Israel. Therefore,
Jewish youth should attach their life to the life of the nation and the State of
Israel.

EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Heading Jewish educational institutions in the Diaspora are the Jewish schools.
Zionists have endeavored to establish a network of Jewish schools throughout the
world. For example, in the U.S. one can find three types of schools:

1. Sunday schools
2. Evening classes
3. Full day schools

According to 1966 statistics, in the U.S. 555,000 Jewish children were attending
Jewish schools: afternoon classes - 447%; Sunday schools — 42%; Full day schools -
147.

In 1972, the number of Jewish students receiving Jewish education was 80% of the
total Jewish school population. There is also a Jewish university, the Yeshiva
University, in the United States. Outside the U.S. for example, in Buenos Aires
alone, there are 48 day schools and night schools at primary and intermediary
levels. Efforts are also in progress to open a Hebrew university on the model of
the Yeshiva University.

In South Africa, Jewish schools have 6,000 students registered, and this represents
approximately 30% of all South African students.

In Iran, before the Revolution, 10,753 Jewish students were studying at Jewish
schools throughout the country. These schools were supervised by various organi-
zations such as the Anjoman Ganje Marafat and Doostan Israel. These organizations
enjoyed the protection of the American government, the Shah's government, and
Israel. These schools had 250 teachers, most of whom were Iranian Jews. There
were also some teachers sent in by Jewish organizations from abroad, and some of
these teachers were trained at Teachers' Seminars in Israel.

The program of Jewish schools in the Diaspora includes summer camps for teaching
language and Jewish studies. At the present time, current events related to Israel
are to be introduced to the curriculum as a basic subject of the curriculum.

These schools throughout their curriculum try to manifest Zionistic concepts in
the children and nurture the students' affiliation with Israel and participation
in the war for Israel's existence.

#
Furthermore, they also expand the political, economic, social and educational
affiliation among Jews and preserve their culture to avoid assimilation. That is
why Israel sends teachers to supplement the Diaspora teachers who are trained in
Israel. Also in some countries like Mexico and Brazil, classes pre conducted by
Israeli teachers.



The obstacles in the proper functioning of these schools are: indifference of
parents; shortage of skilled and efficient teachers; and the pressure of homework,
particularly if the students attend a non-Jewish school. Additional problems facing
Jewish schools are competition with extracurricular activicies such as music, dance,
etc., and general lack of support. Further, to the problems mentioned above, some
parents abhor these schools because in their view they symbolize a return to ghetto
life.

Parallel to the activities of the schools, the synagogues play a significant role
in the promotion of Jewish education. Through religious sermons they solidify

the union of the Jews to Palestine and they encourage them to emigrate. Synagogues
also publish books and articles, arrange educational camps, establish centers for
adult education, set programs for home studies, and organize scouting camps.

YOUTH CLUBS

Zionist leaders have perceived that their religion, particularly in present times,
is not an effective element to attract Jewish youth. They have also perceived that
Jewish schools on their own are not sufficient means to realize Zionism's goals.
Therefore, since a long time ago, they have taken steps to initiate Jewish youth
organizations to fulfill the role of educating Jewish youth.

One of the main activities of these organizations is organizing youth camps at
various seasons - particularly in the summer. The purpose of these camps is to
strengthen the Jewish identity of its participants and apprise them of their Jew-
ish heritage. Another objective of these camps is to affiliate the participants

to Israel. Programs are organized in a manner to fulfill the desired objectives.
These programs normally consist of performing plays, showing films and arranging
lectures and seminars on historical and current events related to Jews and Jewish
culture. The camps are modelled on Jewish settlements in occupied Arab lands, and
throughout the duration of the camp, publications are distributed among the parti-
cipants on Israel and its progress. The organizers require the participants to
view service to Israel as the highest hope of every Jewish individual. To encour-
age participation in these camps, Jewish youth organizations give out prizes and
scholarships. In some countries, among them the United States, there is a large
network of community centers for Jews. Within the framework of these centers,
extended social and cultural activities take place. They organize courses to teach
Hebrew, show films and plays and have group singing with Israeli singers participa-
ting. According to statistics published by Jewish organizations, in 1971 the num-
ber of this type of community centers had reached 3,000.

- THE MEDIA

It is normal that a number of Jews are not associated with schools, gatherings

or youth organizations. Similarly some Jews do not frequent synagogues. Further-
more, a non-Jewish cultural environment conflicts with the interests and activities
of Jewish educational institutions. Under such conditions the role of the media

as an educational tool becomes indisputable. The Zionist movement, to benefit

from mass communication, set up radio stations in some countries to supplement
their total control over the general media. For example, in Brgzil there are two
active Jewish radio stations: one broadcasts in Hebrew and the other in Brazilian
(Portuguese).



There also is a Jewish radio station in Uruguay. In Occupied Palestine there is
a special broadcasting station "Voice of Zion" that broadcasts for Jews across
the world. This station broadcasts in different languages and their programs are
mostly directed to countries that discourage Jewish educational activities.

Zionist political circles pay a lot of attention to the press and the role of
Jewish journalism which combats assimilation and strengthens ties between the
Jews and Israel.

With the hope of annihilating Israel as soon as possible, Moslem countries will
rid themselves from this dangerous cancer, and the oppressed people of the world
will eliminate a deceitful and treacherous enemy. Perhaps the non-Zionist Jews
of the world will also be liberated from the conspiracies of this germ of deceit,
corruption and destruction. Allah willing.
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(1_'(9 THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 .56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, Aug. 1l... The American Jewish Committee today expressed
"profound sadness" at the death of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, calling

him "a leading architect of the interreligioug and ecumenical movement
that has strengthened mutual respect and understanding between Christians
and Jews."

In a statement, the human relations agency recallad that Dr. Blake
had spoken at its 60th anniversary meeting in Washington, D.C., in 1966.

The statement, signed by Howard I. Frieﬁman, President; Dr. David
M. Gordis, Executive Vice Presidentj; Rabbi A. James Rudin, Interreligious
Affairs Director, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, International Relations
Director, follows:

"We note the death of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake with profound sadness.
He was an ardent and eloquent champion of human rights, and was one of

" the leaders of the historic 1963 March on Washington. Dr. Blake was a
leading architect of the interreligious and ecumenical movement that has
strengthened mutual respect and understanding between Christians and Jews.
As the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church, the President of the
National Council of Churches, and the General Secretary of the Wérld
Council of Churches, Dr. Blake worked closely with the American Jewish
Committee. We still remember with dee; ;ppreciation his address af our
60th anniversary meeting in Washingtom, D.C. We shall miss Dr. Blake's
wise counsel and strong leadership. We extend our heartfelt sympathies
to his family in the hour of their loss."

The American Jewish Committee ig this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved
human relations for all people everywhere.

85-960~-152

Howard | Friedman, President: Theadore Ellenoit, Chair. Board of Governors; Altred H. Moses, Chair, Mational Exgcutive Council, Robert 5. Jacobs. Chair. Board of Trustees
David M. Gordis. Executive Vice-Presicent
Washington Oftice. 2027 Massachusells Ave., N.W., Washinglon. D.G. 20036 « Europe hiy - 4 Rue e fa Bienfaisance. 75008 Paris, France « isragi ..  Elhiopia §t., Jerusalem 95148, Istael
South America hg. (lemporary oftice): 165 €. 56 5t.. New York, N.Y. 10022 » Mexico-Central America hg. - Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexico 5. D.F.
£S5 1707




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Aug. 1,1985

to Area Directors

from  Sonya F. Kaufer

subject NEEDED: A SOUND IMMIGRATION POLICY

Immigration will be much in the news in
upcoming weeks, and the AJC has a long-standing
concern with this issue. I hope this op-ed
can help express our views.

Regards.

sfk/dr
att. ;
85-965-38
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ND SHARE

éONYA KAUFER. Director

NFORMATION

PUBLJCATIONS SERVICE

NEEDED: A SOUND IMMIGRATION POLICY

After several false starts, Congress is once again turning its attention
to immigration, and both the_Senate and the House are considering new bills
to revamp Ameri&an immigration law.

There is urgent need to. develop a coherent policy on this subject soon.
The last three Congresses have tried and failed to pass such legislation;
and while the 1awmakers have argueﬂ, the general public has become mOre and
mdre confused. | |

The issue has been debated iong enough. This nation's role as a haven
for the oppressed has been our pride for centuries; and newcomers to our
shores have enriched us immeasurably, cu]turaf1y, socially and economically.
Our doors must remain open to.refugees and others seeking freedom and op-
portunities in our land, but people must enter our country through legal
channels.

If the flow of undocumented aliens is not stemmed, demands will grow
for a cutback in all immigration. So the challenge for Congress is to

- come up.with a new and balanced immigration law that will bar illegal
border-hopping without pulling in our welcome mat. It's not an easy task

but it has to be met -- and soon -- if we are to uphold our pround tradition.

¢
(O]:D@ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022



. THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Date August 9, 1985

FROM: Inge Lederer Gibel
TO: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

For your information.

165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
fo
from

subject

August 9, 1985
AJC Nairobi Delegation

Inge Lederer Gibel

Several weeks have gone by since I returned to
the office and most of you must now also be back
from Nairobi. This seems like a good time to thank
you for the lovely necklace and to send you some items
that may be of interest.

(1) Just as I returned to the office a mailing
was being prepared for our Board of Governors. The
enclosed memorandum, which was prepared at the request
of David Gordis for distribution to the Board, should
be of interest to you, if you have not already received
1t

(2) Our post-Nairobi press release is also
enclosed for your information.

(3) Your area directors should have received
copies of both these pieces and I hope you are working
with her/him on local publicity which, in turn, I hope
you will share with us, the results of which, in turn,
we will share with you. Wonderful results so far from
Idelle Rabin, Ruth Septee, and Susie Elson.

(4) Finally, I asked Carole Phillips to write a
letter to Jim Rudin and myself explaining her response
to some of the problems and allegations regarding her
service that we had to deal with in Nairobi. I am
enclosing a copy without further comment, because I
found it rather overwhelming but nevertheless somewhat
convincing.

In case I do not write again, let me take this
opportunity to wish all of you 1'shana tovah; may it
be a year of health, peace and growth for you and your
loved ones.

—

ILG:en
Enc.
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NAIROBI: THE LAST OF THE DECADE OF WOMEN MEETINGS

by

Suzanne Elsoﬁ, Mimi Alperin® & Inge Lederer Gibel

Background

In the Spring of 1984 a small committee, headed by Suzanne Elson, was
appointed to look into the last of the U.N. Decade of Women meetings
to be held in Nairobi in July of 1985. Because of the harsh anti-
Israel rhetoric which permeated the two preceding government con-
ferences and non-governmental forums (Mexico City, 1975; Copenhagen,
1980) concern in the Jewish community and in Israel about a repeat
performance was high.

The AJC did not send a delegation or representative to Mexico or
Denmark and no firm decision to participate in Nairobi was made until
December 1984. At the suggestion of David Gordis, AJC Executive Vice
President, a small meeting was held at Mimi Alperin's home with
Suzanne Elson, -some of the original committee on Nairobi, and several
staff members. A decision was then taken to invite AJC women leaders-
from around the country to participate in such a delegation. Susie
asked Mimi to co-chair this delegation with her, and Inge Lederer -
Gibel was asked to serve as senior staff consultant.’

Preparation and Expectation

Only a small number of Jewish women participated in the events of the
past and they came as individuals and/or from a number of Jewish
women's organizations. The Anti-Defamation League, the American
Jewish Congress and NCR3C had all begun, in the past three years, to
organize task forces, committees and meetings planning for Nairobi.
Although Committee became involved at a later date than the others, we
were energized by several factors. The first was the fact that the
Forum for non-governmental delegations and individuals was being
planned by a group with which our Interreliglous Affairs Department in
~ general, and Inge in particular, had much experience -- leaders of the

American and world Christian communities. Early on, Inge began a very
fruitful contact with Dame Nita Barrow, the Convenor of the Forum,
which resulted in Dame Nita's better understanding of and sympathy to
the Jewish perspective as well as her willingness to participate in
the well-publicized press conference at AJC headquarters just prior to
the Forum, in which she promised a Forum free of the excesses of the
past. -

“*Mimi is unreachable on vacation and has not seen this report,
‘although we believe it captures the essence of our joint experience.
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The second factor was outstanding lay leadership present in the
delegation, the largest American Jewish presence in Nairobi, women
representing AJC's Board of Governors, chapter presidents and activ-
ists, Commission chairpeople and professional women of major stature.

The third factor we believe responsible for the excellence of AJC's
preparation for Nairobi was a realistic attitude, free of hysteria,
about the minimum and maximum that we could hope to achieve there. The
minimum, as expressed by David Gordis, was "damage control," holding
back further erosion in non-Jewish attitudes toward Zionism, Israel
and the Jewish people. The maximum realistic goal was to establish a
positive AJC presence, both as a leadership group in the Jewish
community and on the ground in Nairobi, promoting our views on a wide
range of women's issues. Toward this end, Inge and Ken Bandler, who
provided additional staff support from the International Affairs
Department, attended planning meetings with NJCRAC and ADL and
participated in a one-day conference at AJC Congress.

Materials shared in half a dozen mailings to the Nairobi delegation
covered all aspects of our Jewish, Israel-related and feminist
concerns. A special one-day briefing at AJC headquarters on April 30,
chaired by Suzie and Mimi and attended by almost all members of the
delegation, included addresses by Alan Keyes, U.S. representative to
the UN Economic and Social Council, Sol Nahon, an NGO representative
to the UN from the International Alliance of Women and the Rev. Joan
Campbell, assistant general secretary of the Commission on Regional
and Local Ecumenism of the National Council of Churches, as well as
remarks by Sidney Liskofsky about the special report on Palestinian
women in the territories, sponsored by the Jacob Blaustein Institute
for the Advancement of Human Rights, and made available to the
delegation and other Jewlsh organizations, prior to departure. This
document, incidentally, was also shared with the official American and
Israeli delegations, who praised it highly.

The April 30 meeting also allowed time for a presentation by Inge,
whose work in the Interreligious Affairs Department has focused on the
women's ecumenical movement and Israel/Middle East issues, and an
opportunity for the delegation to learn something about each member.
Suzie, Mimi and Inge all expressed the strong conviction that based on
the best information available, there would be strong support from the
African and Kenyan governments and women -- representing at least half
of the total group of 12,000 at the Forum -- that the Palestinian
issue would not dominate the proceedings as it had in the past and
that it was important for Jewish women golng to Nairobi to convey
their concerns as feminists and women, not only as Jews. As well, in
meetings with other Jewish organizations, and American and Israeli
government officials, we made clear our position that the "bottom
line" was any comparison of Israel with the apartheid regime of South
Africa or Zionism with racism. This incidentally, after some initial

disagreement from some sources within the Jewish community, became the
basis for-the tactics and strategy followed in Nairobi by the col-_

lective Jewish presence.



On The Ground In Nairobi

The AJC delegation met daily in Nairobi and met as well with the
Jewish caucus. Mimi represented AJC on the steering committee set up
by the Caucus on its second day of meeting. The caucus, incidentally,
met in the Jewish community center of Nairobi, in back of the syna-
gogue, and convenient to the University of Nairobi where most Forum
meetings took place. Since the synagogue was in poor repair and the
hospitality of the JCC was most helpful, AJC was among several Jewish
members of the caucus that donated money at the end of the Forum
toward some improvements.

The expectations which we had taken to Nairobi and encouraged in other
parts of the community were not disappointed. Although among the one
thousand or more workshops that took place in the almost two weeks of
the Forum there were ten percent or so that were clearly confron-
tational or capable of becoming so (both on Middle East and on
apartheid questions, and in the sense both of anti-Israel and anti-
American attitudes, some expressed vitriolically), we believe that
the Forum was overall a huge success, covering every conceivable
problem of women in the world today (with perhaps the glaring ex-
ception of women oppressed under totalitarian regimes of the left).
We were pleased that most African women did not allow their problems
to be ignored while pro-PLO forces (some of the worst being Christians
from Western Europe) wasted all their time denouncing Israel. The
Kenyan press was clearly interested in playing down the former and
focusing on problems of the continent. It should also be said that
Jewish veterans of Copenhagen, who had predicted a disaster and for
years prepared the community for the worst possible scenario were part
of the problem. They were often antagonistic to our strategy of
publicly expressing confidence in Dame Nita's leadership and the role
of African self-interest, and confused about the vast difference
between the non-governmental Forum and the governmental Conference but
admitted at the end of the Forum that the AJC predictions had indeed
been on target, the good far outweighing the bad.

The AJC delegation was large enough so that many different agency and
personal/professional interests could be pursued. In addition, AJC
scored two success stories with both Jewish and non-Jewish delegates.
The first, a Shabbat service, written and led by Jane Wishner, in
cooperation with Chuckie Holstein, with readings by AJC and other
Jewish-leaders, was held at the Karibu Center for about 85 people,
including American, African and European delegates.

Secondly, a workshop on Women of Faith -- at a Forum where average
workshop participation numbered about fifty or sixty people -- drew
over 100 women from all over the world and had to be moved at the last
moment to a much larger room (through the good on-the-spot efforts of
Idelle Rabin). The Women of Faith project, based on the highly
effective Task Force on Women of Faith in the 80's of which Mimi and
Inge have ‘been leaders, was chaired by Mimi and had as its subject
"How Religion Impacts on Women; How Women Can Impact on Religion."
Sister Theresa Kane, the Rev. Elizabeth Scott and Inge made presen-
tations, followed by dialogue with the audience.
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An unusual aspect of the Women of Faith Workshop was the presence of
four PLO-related women who challenged Inge's remarks about Jewish
peoplehood and the Covenant, the people and the land. Inge's re-
sponse, that she respected every people's right to self-determination
and therefore expected Palestinians to understand and respect that
Zionism is the national liberation movement of the Jewish people
received loud applause from almost all present, after which Mimi
firmly ruled that there would be no further extraneous political
discussion. The Palestinian delegation left shortly thereafter. A
Jewish woman leader from Europe got up and gave tearful testimony that
AJC's contribution at the Forum, through the Shabbat service and the
Women of Faith workshop, was an enormous high point, and African and
Western Christian women agreed.

Again, in closing, we must stress the very helpful role of Dame Nita
Barrow. The Daily Nation, one of Kenya's English language dailies,
described, on July 20, Dame Nita's role in a demonstration held on the
campus as the Forum was drawing to a close. "A demonstration against
apartheid, Israel and U.S. intervention in Nicaragua...was Interrupted
by Dame Nita Barrow, who ordered that placards that would divide the
women should be discarded. Those which called for 'No to Zionism'
should be withdrawn, she said."

"I am with you so long as we are calling for peace. When one speaks
against another, we are .divided. I am not going to be part of
anything that will hurt another woman here,' she said."

The AJC delegation, like all others, braved the terrible dilemma
created by a shortage of hotel rooms, with the Kenyan government
threatening to evict Forum delegations at class A and B hotels to make
way for Government delegations. With a lot of hard negotiating by
Suzie and Inge we did manage to stay in our hotel, by quadrupling up
for a number of days. Nevertheless, as was pointed out by many, this
was, in the long run, a small inconvenience for what turned out to be
a major AJC activity out of which we believe can come important work
for the future, and about which you will be hearing more as time goes
by.

HHHHHH G
SE/MA/ILG
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Nairobi, Friday, July 19, 1985

If women ruled
the world

Radical but no. revolutionary, that is probably the label
best suited to women all over the world. During these
delightful days at Forum '85, women have dreams of &
‘bright future. They have also analyzed what it
would be like if women really got into power.

Never would there have been a revolution with less
bloodshed. Men would have nothing to fear. No
bloodshed, no revenge. Only if men considered the
sharing of jobs in the household as “revenge” would
there be an outcry. Men in many countries have already
realized that this change in power would even be of
benefit to men. For example, many men are now
protesting against prostitution because prostitution is
also degrading for men. And many realize that by
sharing the work and responsibility for childcare they
share in an immense human experience.

There are apparently two main attitudes towards
women ruling the world. One, perhaps major, trend is
that women would be able to co-operate regardless of
their general political view. Here the word *general”
means the basis of present society which these groups of
women consider to be manmade and which has to- be
replaced by a general feminist philosophy. '

The" other main group define themselves as
socialists, conservatives, communists or whatever, and
consider this general political attitude to be the most
important. :

The great argument against any prospects of chang:
in politics *if women ruled the world" certainly is t
fact that women prime ministers have not fundamen-
tally changed politics.

They have been as much male politicians as men
are. This is not as illogic as many claim. Many women
who have experiences to be just one woman in :bosrd or

-plegring committee dominated by men have ex-
penenced how difficult and-discouraging it is to work:
for their view. But whenever you get a broader milieu
equality is within reach. .

People will not be able to agree whether the world would
be better ruled by women. Women don't even aspire to rule the
"world. They want to share in ruling it with men.

The long tradition of women working for peace and not
taking part in war should be a good enough reason to believe

that this sharing of responsibility would also mean a more
peaceful world. . S

FORUM 85 will go on

Tuday Forum '85 will come to an end. Nine days of friendship,
fantastic vitality, ideas and discussions will be gver. Today will
Mf, Forum participants saying sorrowful farewells to each
other.

- But even after the Forum participants have left Nairohi,
FORUM 85 newspaper will continue. Our attention will switch
tu Lhe United Nations conference and we will aim to com-
municate to delegates the Forum's message to the UN.

‘We think it is important to do this so that the Conference
untlerstands how very important it is to bring about reforms for
wiormen.

We thank all Forum 85 participants for their overwhelm-
ing interest in FORUM 85 newspaper and {or the enormous
number of letters we have received. They have made our
newspaper very lively. We are only sorry that we had to cut so-
many letters for reasons of space. However we have tried our
best to bring to you the spirit of the letters.

Thank you for your contributions, Forum '85 has certainly
been the event of the century. B W

A blot on humankind

T'he disgraceful system of Apartheid is condemned without exception
hy every nation of the world except the one practising it. To confine ,
human beings into pens like animals under a policy of “separate
development ™ an the basis of race ia an affront to humanity, especially
when the people so treated comprise the majority in their own land.

South Africa’s infamous racism disturbs the conscience of the
world, it is a violation of the United Nations Human Rights Charter
and of every principle of civilised society.

Apartheid has been strongly castigated by the world's people —
the Non-Governmental Organisatidns gathered at Forum 85. At the
official Conference also almost every delegate has protested against it.
Why then are we unahle to erase this curse of humankind?

For distinguished speakers to make statements from platforms is
not enough, their countries must give practical demonstration of disap-
proval. Can the world's women bring pressure and succeed in
eradicating Apartheid where the mer have failed?

Depunciation
 should stop

- Nadia Hijab is correct — there is
! “good” politics, and women'’s
" issues are universal issues,
- therefore, by definition, pql‘mcnl;
It is, however.thn:t good ’
litics to urge that a mi
‘t::eme of the Forum should h:ge
continuous denunciation of.
Israel. First of all, if we are truly -
_here to be a force for peace, com-
" passionate dialogue would be
+ more constructive than denuncia-
- tion, S

. . Secondly, as -has been-
- demonstrated in mngwthhopn
-',and other meetings,- 5 members -
* of Jewish and Israeli delegations
. ; to .the Forum, the progressive

Zionjst: voices. calling for com-

! . promise' ‘and mutus]

s understanding “of eech people’s .

.~ legitimate, rights in the; 4,
“ Israeli/Palestinian . conflict,
..-denunciation is not helpful to
strengthening the voices of peace.

Finally, neither Israelis nor
Palestinians are the_centre of the
universe just*now, whichever
:'rpmup wo belong to or sympathise
with, 4

“The continuous focus on
denouncing one nation and one
conflict is af best moral myopia.
and at wort* hypocritical and
- destructive.
!ng:l.dw(ilbl
USA.
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. it protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, Aug. 2 .... Even though anti-Israel posturing, "knee jerk" anti-
Americanism, and Soviet manipulation were all present at the recently concluded
United Nations Decade of Women meetings in Nairobi, Kenya, "there were many
positive results", according to Inge Lederer Gibel, the American Jewish Com-
mittee's Interreligious Program Associate.

Ms. Gibel was the senior staff consultant for the twenty-one member AJC
delegation, the largest American Jewish group that was present in Nairobi.
Suzanne Elson of Atlanta, the AJC's Women's Issues Chairperson, and Mimi Alperin
of New York City, the AJC's Interreligious Affairs Commisslon Chairperson, were
the co-leaders of the delegation.

"Nairobl was very different in both spirit and substance from the earlier
U.N. meetings in Mexlco City (1975) and Copenhagen (1980). Those were domlnated
by extremist rhetoric that was destructive of the U.N. Decade's goals," Ms.
Elson and Ms. Alperin asserted. "Forum '85, the non-governmental meeting in
Nairobl, was a huge plus for the women of the world despite the efforts of a
small minority of the participants to blame all the problems of the world on the
United States and Israel. The overwhelming majority of the 12,000 women
present, representing over 150 countries, and all the religions of the world,
simply refused to be diverted from the three goals of the Decade: equality,
development, and peace," the AJC leaders declared.

Ms. Elson and Ms. Alperin added: "We believe the positive momentum of the
Forum carried over to the governmental meeting, and helped produce a final
document that was free of any explicit anti-Zionist or anti-Israel language."

Ms. Gibel paid special tribute to the "magnificent efforts" of Dame Nita
Barrow of Barbados, the Forum's Convenor: "Dame Nita made a difference in
preventing another 'Copenhagen'. She was alded in this effort by many Third
World women, especlally those from Africa."

Rabbi A. James Rudin, the AJC's National Interreligious Affair? Director,
sald: "The Committee's many programs that build positive interreligious and
inter-group relationships paid dividends on the ground in Nairobi. Ms. Gibel's
work with the Christian community, particularly her leadership role in the

Women's Interreliglious Dialogue on the Middle East and the Task Force on Women

of Faith In the B0s, sensitized and alerted many Christlan leaders to issues of

« « s s sMOre
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David M. Gordis, Executive Vice-President
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Jewish concern. It was encouraging to see women from all over the world
concentrating their energies and talents on the real issues, and not being
deflected by a cheap scapegoating of the U.S. and Israel."

While in Nairobi, the AJC delegation conducted a Women of Faith workshop
that attracted a large audience. The workshop was chaired by Ms. Alperin, and
featured Sister Theresa Kane of Washington, D.C., Ehe past president of the
Sisters of Mercy; the Rev. Elizabeth Scott of New York City, the Director of the
National Council of Churches' Office of Justice for Women, and Ms. Gibel. The
AJC also conducted a Sabbath service that was led by Jane Wishner of San
Francisco and assisted by AJC Vice President Charlotte Holsteln of Syracuse,
N.Y.

"One of the saddest sights of Nalrobi were the dissident Iranian women who
had recently escaped from the Ayatollah Khomeini's harsh regime, a regime that
is oppressing their sisters. Sad also were the Iraql and Iranian women, always
accompanied by thelr male protectors, who bitterly criticized one another
throughout the conference," the AJC leaders declared. "But overall we achieved
a great success at Nairobi, and these gains bode well for the women's movement
both here and overseas." :

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved
human relations for all people everywhere.
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August 07, 1985

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi A. James Rudin & Ms. Gibel:

| am sorry you found MICATO in Kenya to be less than perfect in
their abilities to aid you and your ladies as promptly as
usual. The simple explanation is.that on an almost daily

basis Mr. Pinto, the Manager, to whom | guided you in event

of any problems was spending a minimum of three and usually
five hours a day at the United States Embassy. He worked
directly with Ambassador Gerald Thomas to personally see

that not one of my clients was put out of safe, comfortable

and proper accommodations, :

| am very proud of the fact that we are the only agency |
know of who had a 100 percent protection factor. This was
done at a great cost to all of us, both personally and
monetarily. _

Your request for clarification of our charges is simple.
These costs clearly covered the exorbitant additional costs
of the government and the 30% tax they included but also the
multiple trips to Vienna and Kenya to secure the proper U.N.
information; the constantly changing dates; and the finances
involved in obtaining the unattainable.

The last minute games by the Government were abhorent, and as
you may be aware on JuYy 13, the police entered hotel rooms
throughout Nairobi and evicted NGOs. They were transferred
to the university or accommodations at Lake Naivasha 21 hours

from Nairobi.

We take great pride in the quality-of our services; but the
manner in which the U.N. women handled the accommodation
booking and work created havoc with all fourteen thousand

500 FIFTH AVENUE SUITE 1821 NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10110 TEL: (212) 354-0007 TELEX: 495 2665
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMM!ITTEE

RABBI A. JAMES RUDIN & MS. GIBEL:
AUGUST 7, 1985
Page # 2

participants and with us who were'holding legitimate and
proper contracts. The two months prior to your departure
was a nightmare for us.

| might tell you that this office, in order to accommodate
NGOs staying only 10-days had to pay the Mt Kenya Safari Club
for an additional 3-nights for all rooms. | don't think
anyone can say there was profit to this type of horror....
far the opposite. Rabbi and | discussed in detail my fear

of your eviction and my alternate plans if you were forced
into the university. The need of armed guards, jitneys

and full protection would have been imperative. | thank

G-d this never came about. Those evicted participants and
their subsequent problems proved my worse fears.

As for Thelma Dailey, the less said the better. Simply if

she was, as she said,my alleged representative she would

have tried easing the way of the people involved, and doing all
possible to make us look good particularly stressing the
accommodation you all had vs. those given to Bella Abzug,

Betty Frieden etc.

This so-called representative certainly did'nt represent us.

She was making every effort to break down our veracity.  She

was our introduction to the U.N. because she had booked some trips
with us and thought we were eminently special in our abilities

to perform (as per her speech in frontof the U.N. people at

777 UN Plaza on November 11, 1984). Her later venom was
incomprehensible as she received $4000.00 worth of airline,

hotel and other vouchers from us for this introduction.

My feeling for AJC is too deep, being former President of my
synagogue and on the Board of the emergency committee at UJA
as well as the Simon Weisenthal Association. | Know the work
your people do, and have too much respect for you to be less

S00 FIFTH AVENUE SUITE 1821 NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10110 TEL: (212) 354-0007 TELEX: 495 2865
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LIMITED than totally honest and aboveboard.
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S et Thank you for being the lady you are and for your

maveesoRs  ynderstanding of the problems inherent in the situation.

DRIENT TRAVEL
TOURS SERVICE

Cordially, - Ny

Carole Phillips

For
CERTIFIED TRAVEL CONSULTANTS, INC.
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ISRAELI PRESS WIGHLIGHTS

A REVIEW OFWEEKEND NEWSPAPERS
-by the Israel Office of The American Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations + 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 « 212/751-4000 « Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

FEAR OF MORMON PROSELYTIZING IN JERUSALEM

(Press Summary - August 18, 1985)

Brigham Young University, which is owned and operated by the Mormon Church,
i1s currently constructing a Middle East Study Center as an extension of its
campus on Jerusalem's Mount Scopus. Since mid-May, opposition to its
construction has become a major issue within Israel's ultra-Orthodox community,
who fear the Center will become a base for missionary activity. Interestingly
enough, the Mormon Church obtained approval to begin construction, as well as
support for the project, from the Foreign Ministry and the Education Ministry at
a time when they were headed by Herut's Yitzhak Shamir and the National
Religious Party's Zevulun Hammer, respectively. Final approval was also given
by the Ministry of Interior, headed in the Begin government by the NRP's Yosef
Burg.

The belated opposition has been spearheaded by the Yad L'Achim (Hand to
Brothers) organization, a body which was established to monitor and combat
Christian proselytizing in Israel, which Orthodox Jews consider especially
threatening. Until recently, Yad L'Achim had little success in winning general
press coverage or support for its anti-missionary campaigns. In this case,
however, it scored its first success by enlisting the advocacy of the chairman
of the Knesset Interior Affairs Committee, MK Dov Shilansky of Likud, who has
stated that Mormon guarantees not to engage in missionary activity contradict "a
principle part of their belief," namely, "their mission." He has also called
the Municipality of Jerusalem "criminally negligent" for allowing the Mormons to
build a Jerusalem campus in the first place. While acknowledging the
"sympathetic attitude that the Mormons show towards Israel," Shilansky asserted
that "if they really loved Israel it would be better that they not open fresh
and painful wounds in the Jewish people here." (Erev Shabbat, June 14)

A massive prayer rally in opposition to the Mormon center was held at the
Western Wall three days before Tisha Be'Av, with approximately 30,000 people
including both of Israel's Chief Rabbis in attendance. Commenting on the
demonstration in its Tisha Be'Av edition (July 21), the National Religious
Party's Hatzofe (The Observer) wrote in its editorial:

...Rabbis, yeshiva heads, and masses\of Jews from all walks of

life participated in the protest prayer meeting at the Western

Wall to express their protest against the stabbing of the

mission's talons into our country by subterfuge. =~ The

‘government, the Jerusalem Municipality, and the leaders of

world Jewry must bring about the cessation of the construction
|



of the Mormon center. It is inconceivable that Israeli and'
Jewish bodies should lend a hand to abetting the danger of the
mission in Israel.

Although opposition to the Mormon center is being highlighted in the
competing press of the fragmented Orthodox community, there has not been much of
an echo to this agitation in the general secular press. Ma'ariv, Davar, and The
Jerusalem Post have carried background features that have been either balanced
or supportive of the Mormon project.

- Binyamin Galai of Ma'ariv wrote on June 7:

...Why all the hysteria, the frantic fear which overtakes us
at the sight of a few Mormons? On what basis do we demand of
them, of all people, a written guarantee -- a writ of discri-
mination, in fact -- not to turn the campus into a sort of
showroom for the Gospel? We permit every sect or faith
--Catholics, Protestants,. Armenians, Greek Orthodox -- to
establish theological seminaries here. But only these friends
of Israel are to be subject of suspicion? Is the People of
the Torah...afraid of a school -- not a church -- which seeks
to bring Christian hearts closer to us? Have we so little
faith in the light of Judaism, the fire of the Torah?

Ya'acov Rabi wrote in a similar vein in Al Hamishmar of July 19: "Any fear
of any mission whatsoever, in the sovereign State of Israel, at the end of the
20th century, is a matter of profound shame...."

The Jerusalem Post has been the most outspoken in its support for the
Mormon project. In its July 21 editorial entitled "Fear of Bogeys," it asserted
that

...Just as Kach (the political party of Rabbi Meir Kahane) has
stirred up irrational anxieties about the internal Arab threat
at a time when Israel has never been stronger, so the
religious establishment, going from strength to strength,
would stir up fears about missionary activity.

Summing up a report on a visit to the Mormon centers in Salt Lake City and
Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah the Post's Yosef Goell wrote on June 7:

There is no doubt that| Mormonism 1is an  agressively
proselytizing movement. But all evidence points to the fact
that their internal discipline has been more than sufficient
to impose effective constraints on the well over 1,000 Mormon
students who have passed through Jerusalem in recent years.
There is thus every reason to accept in good faith the current
Mormon commitment against engaging the missionary activity....



The Mormon Church proclaims itself a supporter of Israel.
There is no reason to reject that hand of friendship. Indeed,
accepting it would be a good exercise in schooling ourselves -
in the openness that should characterize a self-confident
people again established in its homeland....

The growing opposition in Israel has moved the Mormon Church to send
high-level delegates to Israel, including Elder Howard Hunter, a leading member
of the church's governing body. On August 8, Hatzofe reported that Brigham
Young University President Jeffrey Holland had signed a document at the
Jerusalem Municipality in which he undertook that the Mormon center being built
on Mount Scopus would refrain from all missionary activity. Mr. Holland also
announced that he would send a similar document of undertaking to MK Dov
Shilansky, chairman of the Knesset Interior Affairs Committee and a leading
opponent of the project.

Nevertheless, Yad L'Achim spokesman Moshe Dan has announced that protest
actions would contlinue with the aim of halting further construction of the
Mormon center. He polnted out that the document signed with the Jerusalem
Municipality indicated that the center would be used for "religious purposes" as
well as for education. According to Mr. Dan, "When you talk about Mormons,
religious purposes can only mean missionary activity."

In an editorial in The Jerusalem Post on August 16, Yosef Goell argues that
the fear of Mormon proselytizing in Israel is unfounded. The fact of the
matter, according to Goell, is that the Mormon Church "has not converted, nor
attempted to convert, one Jew during its 18-year presence in Israel.”

* * *

(Edited by Harry Milkman)

C037-(IRD-3)
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Marc,

For your information...

P.S. On another matter, I am to respond to
your presentation at Notre Dame in late
October. I shall be in Israel from October
7-17 and have several NOSTRA AETATE cele-
brations right after my return. So if you
could get your paper to me before I leave '

for Israel I would greatly appreciate it.
Thanks.

ECONO-PRINT, CORP. » 371-3030
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Office of the M.A. Director

21 August 1985

TO: Rollins Lambert, United States Catholic Conference,
and Sjef Donders, Africa Faith & Justice Network

FROM: John T. Pawlikowski, 0.S.M., Servite Representative,
AFJN

RE: South Africa

I would like to raise two points. The first is my
strong belief that the Catholic religious leader-
ship, including the USCC, ;needs to publicly take, is-
~sue with Rev. Fawell's remarks yesterday. They can-
not go unchallenged. And because he took a highly
visible media route, something similar is called

for as soon as possible. I would also recommend that
attempts be made to draw support from leaders in the
Protestant, Orthodox and Jewish communities.

I also believe that there needs to be a heavy lobbying
effort with the Senate to insure passage of the current
~sanctions bill. AFJIN might, for example, urge 211 its
members to have its constituent groups make an interven-
tion in behalf of the bill with every senator in whose
state the group ministers.

A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MINISTRY IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC TRADITION <



THOLIC THEOLOGICAL UNION 5401 SOUTH CORNELL AVE., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60615 TELEPHONE (312) 324-8000

OfTice of the M.A. Direcior

21 August 1985

Senator Richard Lugar
Chairperson

Foreign Relations Committee
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Lugar:

I write to urge your continued support for sanctions legis-
lation against South Africa. The recent address by the RSA
State President gave no real indication of a willingness to
dismantle the homelands scheme and grant Blacks their full
citizenship rights. We must continue to pressure South

Africa on these fundamental points if there is to be any hope
at all of non-violent change in that land. And, at the moment,
I know of no other way of demonstrating the seriousness of our
concern to Pretoria than the sanctions legislation. Construc-
tive engagement has made no real dent in these two fundamen-
tal elements of Apartheid.

Keep up the effort in the Senate for the sanctions bill. As
one who maintains close contact with Catholic church leaders
in the RSA where my Order has missions, I know that U.S.
governmental pressure is welcomed by those struggling for
justice despite what Rev. Fawell might say.

- Slncere yours,
: G\ 75 1y
b ( f«thn T. Pawldkowskl, 0+8«M:s PH.D

ProfeSSOr of Social Ethics
Servite Representative, Africa Faith &
Justice. Network, Washington, DC

A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MINISTRY IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC TRADITION
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MICHAEL A. JAMES August 26, 1985

ISABEL J. WEISS

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York

Dear Marc:

Please forgive me for the long delay, but since the
middle of July I have been to Paris twice, London once and then
on a brief vacation which was terminated abruptly when Mildred
fell and broke her hip.

I want to tell you again how gratedful we all are for
your help at the wedding, and I have enclosed some evidence of
our appreication.

Haines

Enclosure



The “American “Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 - Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

September 5, 1985

The Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary of State '

U.S. State Department

2201 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Shultz,

| have been meaning to write this personal letter to you for some time.
During a recent trip through the Midwest, | read a number of articles
describing a series of pressures and criticisms against you from ”rlght-
wing'' elements, and that triggered my decision to write,

| have had the privilege of being present at a number of meetings with
you attended by Jewish or interfaith leadership. | was also present when
you addressed the National Conference on Soviet Jewry and the Holocaust
Memorial observance in the Capitol Rotunda.

| have seldom been so moved by the compassion, caring, and s:mple decency
of any governmental leader as | have by your words.

In my capacity as Director of International Relations of the American
Jewish Committees, | have been both professionally and personally con-
cerned about East-West and North-South relations, world refugees, hunger,
and development policies of our government.

In virtually every instance, | find myself identifying with your articu-

- lation of our policies. Your measured, reasoned, and balanced approach
to the difficult and complex issues of international relations have
stamped you in my judgment as one of the truly great Secretaries of
State in the history of our nation.

| simply wanted you to know of my feelings about your role and stature

in my eyes, and of my willingness to be of every possible support in
standing against the extremisms in our land which distort the significance
of your contribution to a strengthened America as the bastion of democracy
and human rights on the international scene.

HCWARD 1, FRIENDMAN. President ® 8 DAVID M. GORDIS. Execuiive Vice-Presicent
THEODMRE ZLLENOFR Chair, Board of Governors " ALFRED H. MOSES Cnanr, National Executive Council LI ROBERT S, JACOBS. Chair, 35312 of Trustess L
£y £ ELSON. Treasurer ‘. SHIRLEY M. 374840, Secretary s DAVIDH. PEIREZ, Associate Treasurer e RITAE. HAUSER, Chai;, Ex2cuive Commiliee L]

Hosorary S-esicents: MORRIS B. ABRAM. ARTHURJ GOLOBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L, WiINTER. MAYNARD | WISHIER a Honorary Vice-F- NATHAN APPLEMAN
MARTIN GANG, RUTH R. GOGDARD. ANDREW GOODMAN, RAYMOND £ KRAVIS. |&MES M2RSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD '] MAKM FISHER, Honorary Chair, Nationa: Sxacutive Cauncil L
Execulive Vice-Presidents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON, BERTRAM H. GOLD L] Vice-Presidents: NORMAN € ALEXANDER, Westcheste:; HOWARD A. GILBERT, Chicago: AL3N C GREENSERG, New York:

ROBEQT H. HAINES. New York: CHARLOTTE G. HOLSTE!N, Syrscuse: 4N P°WAUFMAM, Houslon; ROSERT L. PELZ. Wesichesier: IDELLE RABIN, Dallas: BRUCE M ARAMER. Lns Angeles:
DAVID F SQUIRE. Boston; RICHARD L WEISS. Los Angeles =
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The Honorable Gebrge P. Shultz
September 5, 1985 :

If there is any way in which the American Jewish Committee or | per-
sonally can be of assistance to you in the implementation of our nation's

foreign policy, | hope you will feel free to count on us as trusted

Sincerely yours,
W"JL’W
\Ma i e _

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Director
International Relations Department

allies and supporters.

MHT : RPR



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
Monday, September 9, 1985

Bernard Abrams
Richard H. Adler
Norman E. Alexander
Mimi Alperin

Emily Alschuler
Meta S. Berger
Philip I. Berman
Jerry H. Biederman
Morton K. Blaustein
Robert S. Brill
Sholom D. Comay
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Emanuel Dannett
Joseph Durra
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Edward E. Elson
Suzanne Elson -

Sam Fox
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Lowell J. Friedman
Arnold B. Gardner
Howard A. Gilbert
Walter F. Gips, Jr.
Ruth R. Goddard
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E. Robert Goodkind
David M. Gordis
Lois Gould-Rafaeli
James G. Greilsheimer
Robert D. Cries
George Grumbach
Robert H. Haines
Robert T. Hexter
David Hirschhorn
Selma Hirsh

Bee Hoffman

Philip E. Hoffman
Robert L. Horowitz

ATTENDANCE

Robert S. Jacobs
Miles Jaffe

Carl G. Koch

Jack Lapin

Marcia E. Lazar
Eleanor Lazarus
John D. Levy
Hamilton M. Loeb, Jr.
Richard Maass
James Marshall

Al fred H. Moses

Leo Nevas

David H. Peirez
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Charles I. Petschek
Elaine Petschek
Michael P. Price
Norman S. Rabb
Bruce M. Ramer
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Robert S. Rifkind
Edward A. Ring

Ruth L. Robinson
Mena Rosenthal
Herbert Schwartz
Ruth Septee

Mary Shapero

Robert I. Shapiro
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Dr. John Slawson
Stanley W. Snider
Steven L. Swig
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Margaret Weinstock
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Marshall L. Zissman

-
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Dorothy Gordon
Jerome Harris
Lynn Harris
David Jaffe
Robert Kargman
Milford Loeb II
Joseph Mann
Stephen Miron
Carol Siegler
Cedric Suzman
Carolyn Tumarkin
Marvin Weintraub
Merritt Yoelin

Staff

Harold Applebaum
Shula Bahat
Eugene DuBow
Arthur Feuer
George Gruen
Milton Himmelfarb
Irving Levine
Yehuda Rosenman
Gary Rubin

A. James Rudin
Philip Shamis
David Singer
Marc Tanenbaum
William Trosten
Marsha Turken

NOTE: David Hirschhorn's name was inadvertently omitted from the
minutes of the June 24, 1985 Board of Governors meeting.



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
Monday, September 92, 1985

Theodore Ellenoff, Presiding

SUMMARY

UPDATE ON FINANCIAL SITUATION

Howard Friedman outlined the agency's new four-point fundraising program aimed
at raising $12,900,000 during the current fiscal year, ending June 30, 1986.
The four goals 1nclude extending our plate dinner schedule, encouraging chapter
members to become contributors, solicitation by chapter leaders of larger gifts
from members and targetting major donors to be solicited by national officers.

During the ensuing discussion, it was noted that, although a major portion of
our funds come from the non-Jewish community and the Governors should continue
to identify such prospects, AJC's long-term fiscal growth can only be assured by
a more concentrated effort at raising funds within the Jewish community.

UPDATE ON THE FARM CRISIS: PROPOSED STRATEGIES

Rabbi James Rudin and, Marcia Lazar described their recent visits to the Midwest
to investigate the growing incidence of anti-Semitism in the farmbelt. During
meetings with community leaders, they learned that extremist right-wing groups
are making increasingly effective use of the media and the political arena to
spread their message of hatred against Jews.

To combat this phenomenon, AJC's strategy includes the wide dissemination of a
detailed backgrounder on the subject; a national press conference, featuring
Jewish and Christian leaders and Midwestern officials, which will focus on the
extremist groups responsible for spreading this hatred; a "fly-in" in Chicago to
update AJC chapter leaders on the subject; and a briefing for Jewish community
professionals from the areas affected.

ATTITUDES TOWARD JEWS IN THE AFTERMATH OF BITBURG

Milton Himmelfarb analyzed the results of AJC's recent poll on anti-Semitism in
the U.S. in the aftermath of President Reagan's visit to Bitburg, and the
findings confirmed AJC's belief that anti-Semitism is generally not tolerated in
American society today.
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IMPLICATIONS OF NAIROBI

Suzanne Elson and Mimi Alperin-reported that 21 AJC women attended the Decade of
Women Forum in Nairobi, and that the overall results of that gathering were
quite positive, due in part to an apparent split in the Arab ranks and the
evenhanded approach of the forum convener and the Kenyan government. Suggested
strategies for AJC to pursue might include strengthening our activities at the
United Nations, increasing our diplomatic contacts with African nations, and
initiating Black/Jewish women's dialogues.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Dr. David Gordis stated that plans for reorganizing the agency's program depart-
ments, fundraising and marketing techniques will shortly be submitted to the
Board for discussion. . As part of this restructuring, he has established a staff
Research Committee to review all proposed research projects in order to insure
quality control and obtain a wide range of perspectives on any study to be
undertaken.

Dr. David Singer described. a number of AJC research projects currently being
considered or underway, including studies of Jews in the executive suite, the
relationship between Evangelicals and Jews, and factors in American society
which encourage anti-Semitism.

UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Leo Nevas reported that the International Relations Department had submitted a
proposal to the administration for a White House conference on terrorism, and he
noted the IRC's increased activity concerning Soviet Jewry, in light of the
President's upcoming meetings with Russian leaders. He also stated that a small
group of AJC officers will be visiting South Africa to investigate the current
political situation and its effect on the local Jewish community.

The Governors approved 4 resolution on U.S. arms sales to Jordan and Saudi
Arabia. (See Appendix A.)
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
Monday, September 9, 1985

Theodore Elllenoff, Presiding

‘Mr. ELLENOFF opened the meeting by lamenting the recent passing of Mervin
Riseman, whose wise counsel, personal grace and warm, gentle spirit will be
greatly missed. He noted Mr. Riseman's long involvement with AJC, which
included serving as New York Chapter president, national secretary, vice
president and Board of Governors member, and his deep commitment to the cause of
human rights and to the security of Jews around the world. :

Mr. ELLENOFF commented on the presence of many of the chapter presidents who had
attended the past weekend's successful Hilda Katz Blaustein Chapter Presidents'
Institute, where they had an opportunity to help formulate the direction in
which the agency will be going and to learn more about AJC's institutional
needs.

UPDATE ON FINANCIAL SITUATION Mr. ELLENOFF then  introduced Howard
Friedman to report on the agency's
present financial situation.

Mr. FRIEDMAN opened his remarks by stating that AJC's current budget calls for
$12,900,000 to be raised through the annual campaign. He then outlined the
four-point program that has been devised to raise these funds.

The first goal of the program is to reinforce and extend our plate dinner
schedule around the country, and this is currently on target, with most dinners
in place for the coming year and the promise of some additional functions in a
number of communities. Secondly, the chapters will be charged with the respon-
sibility of encouraging their local members to become contributors to AJC. The
third aim is for the chapters to identify the 15% of their local members who
have the capacity to increase their gifts to $1,000 per year and for chapter
leaders to personally solicit these increased gifts. And fourthly, for the
~chapters to identify individuals in their communities (both Jewish and non-
Jewish) who represent the potential for significant giving ($20,000 and over) so
that the national officers may solicit them personally.

Mr. FRIEDMAN believes that the last three points of this program are "doable"
goals, while noting however, that they are not meant to replace the reliable
plate dinner system now in use, but rather to complement it by raising an
additional $1-2 million dollars each year. Mr. FRIEDMAN closed by noting that
the agency has also targeted $25,000 for a trial direct-mail campaign which is
currently being put into effect.

Mr. ELLENOFF opened the discussion to the floor, and Mary SHAPERO asked whether
a special 80th anniversary endowment drive was being planned.

Arthur FEUER replied that the agency will be pursuing an ongoing endowment
drive, but that it would not be targeted to any specific year or event.
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In response to a query by Elise WATERMAN on whether the agency has plans to
pursue foundation grants for some of its work, Mr. FRIEDMAN stated that specific
programs are now being targeted for just this purpose.

Leo NEVAS inquired as to what group the initial direct-mail appeal ‘was being
sent, and Mr. FEUER replied that the mailing is going to a list of people who
have responded in the past to such appeals from other Jewish organizations.

At the suggestion of Robert GRIES, Mr. FRIEDMAN agreed that the agency should
encourage Board members to make a provision for AJC in their wills. A number of
Governors also suggested that additional funds might be raised in honor or
memory of Board members, and Mr. Friedman agreed that this possibility should be
further explored.

Edward ELSON noted that AJC's sources of revenue have remained basically the
same over the years, with a major portion of our funding coming from the
non-Jewish community, and he urged the Governors to assist in identifying
further prospects in the general community.

Maynard WISHNER stated that, while we do have a legitimate call on the non-
Jewish community for funds, he believes our disproportionate dependency on these
sources leaves the agency in an unhealthy state. He called for a major effort
to increase AJC's financial support within the Jewish community.

Mr. FRIEDMAN agreed with Mr. Wishner, noting that one of the specific aims of
our new fundraising program was to increase the amount of our financial support
among American Jews through our direct mail campaign, our efforts to increase
contributions among AJC members and our major gifts campaign.

Mr. ELLENOFF closed the discussion by stating that a new promotional piece,
which is now being prepared for use in our fundraising efforts, will capture the
spirit and accomplishments of AJC in a skillful and professional manner.

UPDATE ON THE FARM CRISIS AND Mr. ELLENOFF referred to the recent seg-

ANTI-SEMITISM: PROPOSED STRATEGIES ment on the 20/20 television show

which dealt in a rather sensational and

: frightening manner with anti-Semitism in

the farmbelt. He called on Rabbi James Rudin and Marcia Lazar to offer their
assessment of the situation.

Rabbi RUDIN noted that, although the 20/20 segment was presented in a sensa-
tional manner, the basic content was accurate, and that reports have been
~coming into AJC for months on this growing phenomenon in the Midwest. He
recently spent five days in Iowa, where he met with local Christian leaders,
public officials, businessmen, reporters and Jewish community leaders to assess
the problem. He found among the local farmers a general feeling of hostility
and mistrust toward all officials above the local level and a tendency for them
to blame their situation on "outsiders," who are most often considered to be
Jews. This tendency has been taken advantage of by groups such as the Populist
Party, who are stirring up this hatred and becoming increasingly involved in
local politics. Among the more frightening groups advocating anti-Semitism is
the Christian Identity movement, whose theology labels Jews as the "children of
Satan," and the local Jewish leadership is extremely concerned with the situa-




tion. He noted that, in Iowa alone, approximately 1/3 of the farmers are
likely to lose their farms in the coming years, and their fears make them an
easy prey to such propaganda.

After his return from Iowa, Rabbi Rudin met with the members of AJC's other
national program departments, and the following strategy was devised to respond
to this growing problem:

- A detailed backgrounder was prepared and distributed to AJC leaders and
American opinion makers.

- A press conference has been scheduled for September 20 in New York City, .
when Jewish and Christian leaders and local Midwestern officials will
focus the attention of the national press corps on the groups responsi-
ble for spreading extremist views. i

- A fly-in will take place at 0O'Hare Airport on September 23, which will
bring together AJC leaders from all over the country for an update on
the situation.

- In October, a briefing for Jewish community professionals on the farm
crisis will be scheduled.

Rabbi RUDIN closed by stating that the Jewish community's strongest allies in
this battle are the mainstream Christian leaders, who we are working with
closely to continue the fight against extremism.

Marcia LAZAR, Chicago Chapter president, then reported on her recent visit to
Wichita, Kansas with Midwest Regional Director Jonathan Levine. As a result of
her visit, she shares Rabbi Rudin's apprehension about the growth of anti-Jewish
extremism in the farmbelt. She met in Wichita with Jewish community leaders,
Christian clergy, the media and local public officials, all of whom were very
concerned about the problem. She noted particularly that many local clergymen
were receiving inquiries about the theology of the Christian Identity Group,
which seems to be targetting the Christian community with their propaganda. She
also sensed that the local Jewish community was quite frightened about the
situation. In her meeting with the Attorney General of Kansas, he expressed his
frustrations about his unsuccessful attempts to legally prevent these extremist
groups from broadcasting their message over the airways, and he urged the local
Jewish community to become more involved in fighting this problem.

Mr. ELLENOFF commented that he views this outbreak of anti-Semitism as more
serious than those of the past because of the level of political organi-
zation, the fanatical religious ideology and the sophisticated media campaigns
used by the extremist groups involved. He then asked the Governors for their
comments and suggestions on AJC's strategy for combatting this phenomenon.

Margaret WEINSTOCK asked if these extremist groups are becoming a factor in
local elections in the Midwest, and Rabbi Rudin replied that the Populist Party
is the only radical right group currently on the ballot in these areas.



Miles JAFFE commented that continuing to work closely with Christian groups
throughout the country will provide AJC with the most effective method of
combatting this type of extremism.

Sholom COMAY stated that the National Affairs Commission's Task Force on
Extremism will be studying this phenomenon over the next few months. The NAC
believes that AJC's approach must be different from that of the other Jewish
defense organizations and that we must address this as a long-term problem and
utilize our unique relationships with the non-Jewish community to fight such
extremism.

. Bruce RAMER, chair of the NAC Task Force on Extremism, noted that upcoming
meetings will deal with a multitude of issues relating to the crisis in the
farmbelt, including free speech, hate legislation and revisionist historians.
He invited any interested Governors to attend these meetings.

Alfred MOSES stressed the importance of the Jewish community confronting the
issue of anti-Semitism in the farmbelt directly, rather than relying on the
general community to fight this battle for us.

Richard MAASS stated that, in addition to fighting against anti-Semitism,  the
Jewish community must work to convince American farmers that they are being
misled and manipulated by these extremist groups.

Marc TANENBAUM noted his belief that these groups are receiving implicit support
from the vision of a "Christian America" being propagated by the administration,
and he suggested that we work with Senators and other political leaders from
the Midwest who might want to publicly distance themselves from this view.

John LEVY suggested that AJC might use this issue in its direct mail fund-
raising campaign, as it is a subject which people are likely to respond to.

David GORDIS concluded the discussion by noting that the total resources of AJC
are involved in our efforts to combat this problem and study its long-term
connotations.

ATTITUDES TOWARD JEWS IN Mr. ELLENOFF next introduced Milton
THE AFTERMATH OF BITBURG Himmelfarb to analyze the findings of
a  just-completed AJC survey on anti-
Semitism in the U.S. in the aftermath
of the controversy over President Reagan's visit to the Bitburg Cemetery in
West Germany.

Mr. HIMMELFARB began by stating that AJC, in cooperation with the Roper Organi-
zation, surveyed over 2,000 Americans in July and that the results were gener-
ally upbeat. The findings showed that the Bitburg visit had been opposed by
two-thirds of the people polled, and among the large majority that remembered
the affair, 14% felt good about Reagan's decision to go to Bitburg, while 28%
felt badly about it. It was found that those who supported the Bitburg visit did
so out of a desire for a gesture of conciliation between the U.S. and West
Germany, and not from anti-Jewish motives, and that these people were gener-
ally among the more well-educated and liberal of those polled.




On the subject of the Holocaust, little support was voiced among those ques-
tioned for being reminded of this event. On the issue of pursuing Nazi war
criminals, there was a five to four ratio against continuing such activities due
to a feeling that we should "put this behind us.”" When asked to select the
groups in America who make too much fuss in pursuit of their interests, Jews
placed sixth out of a list of nine, coming after such groups as Blacks, women
and Hispanics. (A full report on the findings of this poll will be sent to the
Governors shortly.)

In conclusion, Mr. HIMMELFARB suggested that these findings tend to support our
vision that anti-Semitism is generally not tolerated in American society, and
that the phenomenon now occurring in the farmbelt is an exceptional one, albeit
one which must be combatted vigorously. He added that Charles Silberman's
recent book, A CERTAIN PEOPLE: AMERICAN JEWS AND THEIR LIVES TODAY, which deals
with the position of Jews in American society, is replete with references to
AJC's research on various dimensions of this topic and bases its conclusions on
our findings.

IMPLICATIONS OF NAIROBI Mr. ELLENOFF then called on Suzanne
Elson and Mimi Alperin, co-leaders of
AJC's delegation to the Decade of Women
Conference in Nairobi, to report on
their experiences and the programmatic implications for AJC.

Ms. ELSON stated that 21 AJC women from across the country (the largest Jewish
delegation) traveled to the forum in Nairobi, which was attended by 12-15,000
women from 150 countries. The main goal of our delegation was to play a damage
control role and, although the usual anti-Israel posturing and knee-jerk
anti-Americanism was apparent, the overall results were quite positive. The
program of the Non-Governmental Forum concentrated on five main issues --
equality, development, peace, employment and health. Unlike the previous
meetings, the Jewish women in attendance at Nairobi were well-organized and
experienced, and a Jewish Caucus met daily to exchange views and discuss
problems. Their task was made simpler by a split in the Arab ranks and by the
even-handed approach of the forum convener, Dame Nita Barrow, and the Kenyan
Government.

AJC's activities included a Women of Faith Workshop, a Sabbath service for
Jewish and non-Jewish women (conducted by Jane Wishner) and participation in
many panels and workshops on subjects such as elder women (Charlotte Holstein)
and women in business (Idelle Rabin). Ms. ELSON noted that the AJC delegation
received wide publicity in Nairobi as well as in the U.S. and that members of
the delegation will be relating their experiences to other AJCers, the general
community and the media in the coming months. She then asked Ms. Alperin to
comment on possible strategies for AJC resulting from the Nairobi visit.

Ms. ALPERIN offered a number of suggestions for AJC programs which would further
agency goals in the areas of equality for women and intergroup relations. These
included strengthening our activities at the United Nations; increasing our
contact with the diplomatic community, including the African nations; fostering
relationships with other NGO organizations on both a local and national level;
beginning Black/Jewish women's dialogues; and strengthening our ties with Jewish



women's organizations throughout the world. She concluded by praising AJC for
its ongoing programs with both the interreligious and international communities,
which greatly facilitated the endeavors of the delegation.

Maynard WISHNER questioned whether the document on the status of Palestinian
women in Israel, prepared by the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement
of Human Rights, had proven helpful in Nairobi, and Ms. ELSON replied that it
had been used extensively by our delegation and disseminated widely to the other
groups in attendance.

Ruth SEPTEE, a member of the AJC delegation, praised the AJC monograph on Israel
and South Africa, prepared by Dr. George Gruen -of the International Relations
Department, which was used effectively to counteract derogatory statements by
anti-Israel delegates. She also noted that the head of the Egyptian group had
played a key, constructive role in adhering to the basic concerns of the forum,
thereby limiting the ability of the anti-Israel elements from taking over the
agenda, and she urged AJC to look into the diminishing power of the Arab bloc
which was apparent in Nairobi.

Leo NEVAS commented that the success of the AJC Nairobi delegation would give
added impetus to the International Relations Commission's goal of setting up a
series of meetings with delegates to the United Nations,

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE There being no further discussion on

VICE-PRESIDENT this matter, Mr. ELLENOFF asked David
Cordis to review AJC developments that
occurred during the summer months.

Dr. GORDIS stated that AJCers had conducted a series of successful meetings with
AIPAC, ADL, the American Jewish Congress and the NJCRAC Advisory Council during
the past few months, with the purpose of improving working relationships between
the agencies. We also hosted a group of Large City Budgeting Committee delega-
tes at AJC national headquarters, and our relationship with this body has taken
on a new tone and spirit, with more receptivity on their part to the special
needs of AJC. Dr. GORDIS also reported on his attendance at a conference
sponsored by the Ecumenical Center for Christian Repentance, which brought
together Christian and Jewish leaders from all over the world in Jerusalem,
where the Christians asked forgiveness from the Jewish people for their past
misdeeds and pledged their future support for the State of Israel.

Over the last several months, Dr. GORDIS noted, there have been ongoing discus-
sions between the staff and officers about the restructuring of the agency,
including reorganizing our program departments, our fundraising efforts and our
method of marketing the agency to all of our constituencies, and these ideas
will be discussed with the Governors over the next several months. Such changes
will allow us to sharpen our ability to formulate agency programs on American
social policy issues and in dealing with "gut" issues of concern to the Jewish
community, including Israel, anti-Semitism and religious pluralism.

One significant aspect of our program is the agency's research activities. In °

order to insure quality control, avoid fragmentization and improve the dissemi-

nation of our research, he has established a staff Research Committee. This
interdepartmental group meets regularly to review all research projects under-

O



taken by the agency and is chaired by Dr. David Singer, Associate Director of
the Information and Research Services Department. Dr. GORDIS then asked Dr.
Singer to further describe the workings of the Research Committee and some of

AJC's more recent research projects.

Dr. SINGER noted that the Research Committee reviews all research proposals
submitted by the individual program departments to insure that staff members
from many different areas can offer their perspectives on the projects and to
mesh together the interests of a number of departments who might be interested
in the same area. The committee is presently preparing an inventory of all
.research projects currently underway at AJC, which will be updated twice yearly
and will aid them in developing a research agenda for the agency as a whole. We
also hope to establish an academic advisory panel in the future to advise the
Committee on technical matters when needed.

Among the projects currently underway or being considered by the Research
Committee are a series of studies on the position of Jews in American society
today, with initial research being done on Jews in the executive suite and the
relationship between Evangelicals and Jews; a further look at the "authoritarian
personality," which will study the factors in American society which encourage
anti-Semitism; an examination of what American rabbinical students learn about
Christianity and Jewish/Christian relations; a compendium of the data gathered
by AJC in its five studies of Jewish college freshmen over the last fifteen
years; and a study of Jews and organizational life, which will examine af-
filiation patterns and the cultures of the various American Jewish organiza-
tions.

In response to a query from Robert GOODKIND on the role of lay leaders in
connection with the agency's research program, Dr. GORDIS noted that the
formation of a lay advisory board to work with the committee would be among the
suggested organizational changes to be considered by the Board of Governors. He
added that this centralization of the agency's research functions would enable
us to restore AJC's position in the forefront of Jewish strategic planning and
would also prove to be the most cost-effective way of proceeding with this
aspect of AJC's program.

UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES Mr. ELLENOFF next asked International
Relations Commission chair Leo Nevas to
brief the Governors on a few of the
important issues being considered by the
commission.

Mr. NEVAS reported that a proposal had been submitted to the administration for
a White House conference on terrorism with AJC as one of the key sponsors, and
that a task force has been appointed to pursue this recommendation. He noted
the increased activity concerning Soviet Jewry now going on in Washington in
light of the administration's upcoming meetings with Soviet leaders, and stated
that the commission's Task Force on Soviet Jewry, now headed by Richard Maass,
will be attempting to generate some new approaches to this issue.

Mr. NEVAS mentioned that AJC will be co-sponsoring a conference in Brazil in
November with the Catholic Conference of Brazil for the purpose of exploring
relationships between Jews and Christians in Latin America. He also noted the
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likelihood that a small group of AJC officers will be visiting South Africa in
October at the request of the local Jewish community to investigate the current
turbulent social and political situation and its effects on South African Jewry.

Mr. NEVAS then presented to the Governors a proposed statement on U.S. arms
sales to Jordan and Saudi Arabia which had been drafted by the International
Relations Commission, and the Governors approved the proposal with a few minor
changes. (A copy of the final resolution Is attached as Appendix A.)

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

85-100-176
B017




APPENDIX A

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE STATEMENT
ON PROPOSED U.S. ARMS SALES TO JORDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA

The Board of Governors of the American Jewish Committee today .reaffirmed
its present opposition to the sale of sophisticated, potentially offensive
weapons to Jordan and Saudi Arabia.

In a letter of appreciation to the more than two-thirds of the members of

the Senate who had called upon President Reagan to withhold new arms ship-
ments to Jordan "under present conditions in which Jordan continues to oppose
the Camp David peace process," Howard I. Friedman, President of the AJC, and
Leo Nevas, Chairman of AJC's International Relations Commission, noted that
"while every possible avenue for resuming the peace process must be seriously
examined, including some of the recent proposals by King Hussein and Prime
Minister Shimon Peres, it would not advance that process to sell sophisticated,
lethal war material to Jordan unless and until it engages in direct peace
negotiations with Israel.”

As for the proposed additional arms sales to Saudi Arabia, we believe these
will have a destabilizing effect, will escalate the arms race and will impose
further economic hardships upon Israel in its efforts to defend itself. More-
over, Saudi Arabia has refused to give public support to direct negotiations
between the Arab states and Israel.

We acknowledge that the United States has an interest in protecting its friends
in the region. We therefore continue to favor economic aid for Jordan and
other measures that will strengthen the Hashemite Kingdom and encourage it to
negotiate peace directly with Israel.

Adopted September 9, 1985
New York, NY '

85-580-31
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The Rev. Kevin Lynch

Paulist Press

997 Macarthur Blvd. Ror— &5 -T3%
Mahwah, NJ 07430

Dear Kevin,

| was glad to have the oppportunity to speak with you recently.
In particular, | appreciate your¥possible interest in publishing
a volume of my essays.

I have collected a set of essays, articles, and papers that | have
written over my thirty years of service in Christian-Jewish rela-
tions, social justice and humanitarian causes.

A good number of them are original papers that were not published
before, while some have been scattered over publications. This
is the first time that | have sought to bring them together.

As you can see, | have organized them in three separate sections:

A) Catholic-Jewish Relations -- A New Era? -- this section centers
on Vatican Council 1l and contains information growing out of my
having been the only Rabbi present at the Council as the '"officlal
guest observer' of the late Cardinals Bea and Shehan of Baltimore
(the first chairman of the U.S. Bishops' Commission on Ecumenism
and Interreligious Affairs.) A good number of these papers are
substantive in that’they deal with the enduring historical, the-
ological, and sociological issues in contemporary Catholic-Jewish
relations.

B) Jewish-Christian Relations -- this second section treats of
relations with Lutherans and other Protestant and Evangelical
bodies. It includes up-to-date material on the Moral Majority and
Right-Wing Evangelicals and the issues they raise for democratic
pluralism,

This section also contains strong material on such social justice
concerns as world refugees, hunger, poverty, and related humanitar-

ian issues. It contains my address at Martin Luther King Jr.'s
Church.

-

u  DAVID M. GORDIS. Execulve Vice-President
m



- With warm good wishes, | am,

The Rev. Kevin Lynch
Page Two

In addition, there is a body of papers on Religious Values in an
Age of Violence, Church-State relations, the sources of America s
moral and spirltual heritage, et cetera.

C) Judaism and Christianity -- this final section concentrates on an "
"Introduction to Judaism'' and the deep interrelationship between Juda-
ism and Christianity. ;

| know this can become an exercise in overkill, but | thought that |
might as well put '"'the whole bale of hay' before you and your editors.

A good editor, | am convinced, could produce a strong volume of inter-
est to Jews and Christians. Not iqconceivably, this material might
lend itself to two volumes. =

In any case, | am eager to publish these materials while | am still

“active in the field, and can see to it that the volume is distributed

widely and publicized through our extensive channels of communication.

| would deeply appreciate your reactions to this collection, and would
be eager to meet with you to discuss the possibilities of its publica-
tion through Paulist Press.

Cordially yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

MHT: RPR
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

 September 13, 1985

Ambassador Richard W. Murphy

Assistant Secretary of State

for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs
Department of State - Rm. 6244
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Ambassador Murphy:

This letter is a follow-up to your recent telephone conversation with Dr,
George E. Gruen, AJC's Director of Israel and Middle East Affairs. It is my
pleasure to invite you to address The American Jewish Committee's Mational
Executive Council Meeting at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Miami, Florida. The
NEC ‘meeting brings together several  hundred civic, connunal and religlous
leaders from throughout the United States and abroad for consultations and

policy-making sessions.

As you know, The American Jewish Committee 1s the oldest human relations
organization in this country. From its inception in 1906, it has been in the
forefront of efforts to ensure the health of our democratic society and the
dignity of all groups within it, a leader in the field of international human
rights, and concerned with the creative survival of Jews in the U.S., Israel

and the rest of the world.

We would like you to address our plenary session entitled "Toward Peace in the
Middle East" on either Friday, November 8, 1985 at 2 PM or Sunday, Novembar 10
at 10 AM. This session will be a candid, off-the-record exchange during vhich
we would ask you to share your insights on the direction of United States
policy in the Middle East and your assessment of the current prospects for
peace. As Dr. Gruen mentioned, we would also be pleased to arrange a press
conference before or after the meetiing, 1? you so desire.

I do hope that yours will be a favorable response to our invitation. ' I look
forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Howard I. Friedman ,

HIF/prb
BCC; Dr. George Gruen, David Harris, Marc Tanenbaum .
..—‘—-.._‘__-__-_—-_- i
HOWARD |. FRIEDMAN. Presigent @ ® DAVID M. GORDIS. Executve Vice-Presicent

THEQODORE ELLENOFF, Chawr. Baard of Governgrs - s ALFRAED H. MOSES, Chaw. Natonal Executive Council L] ROBERT 5. JACOBS, Char, Board of Trustees ™
EDWARD E. ELSON, Treasurer ] SHIRLEY M. SZABAD, Secretary L] EMILY W SUNSTEIN. Assocate Treasurer L] RITAE. HAUSER, Chay, Executive Committee ®
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B ABRAM. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L WINTER, MAYNARD |. WISHNER ] Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN.
MARTIN GANG. RUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN. RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, JAMES MARSHALL . WILLIAM ROSENWALD L] MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chair, Natonal Executive Counca ]
Executive Vice-Presddents Emert: JOHN SLAWSON, BERTRAMH. GOLD s Vice-Presidents: NORMAN E. ALEXANDER. Wesichester, RICHARD J. FOX, Pradeipna; HOWARD A. GILBERT, Chicago:
ALAN € GREENBERG. New Yok, ROBERT H HAINES. New Yurk: CHARLOTTE G HOLSTEIN. Syracuse; ROBERT L. PELZ, Wesichester: IDELLE RABIN. Dallas, GORDON S. ROSENBLUM. Denver.

DAVID F SQUIRE, Boston, RICHARD L. WEISS, Los Angeles &




Honorary
Gunnar Myrdal
Andrei D. Sakharov

Honorory Vico Prosiéonts
Fennar Brockway

Frances Grant

Jan Papanek

Board of Directors

President
Jerome J. Shestack

Vice Prosidents
Roger S. Clark
Darothy Hibbert
Heinz Pagels

Sacretary
Nina Ferrero Radilsa

Treasurer
Richard Maass

Associato Treasurer
Barbara Greenfield

Dawid Aaron

Morris B. Abram
Millard Arnold
Rober F. Bernstein
Bruce Bushey
William J. Butler
David Carliner
Eugenio Chang-Rodriguez
Lung-chu Chen
Esther Coopersmith
Rober Cox }
Ellen Dahrendori
Maxwell Dane
Samuel Dash

Jack David

Patricia M. Derian
Fr. Robert Drinan
Tom J. Farer
Donald M. Fraser
Douglas Fraser
Richard Gardner
Aifred Gellhorn
Anita R. Gordon
Vanan Gregorian
Jack Greenberg
Feliks Gross
Patricia Hewill
Philip Hoftman
Benjamin Hooks
Max Kampeiman
Florence Kandell
Sylvia Fine Kaye
Edward Kline
Sidney Liskofsky
Suzanne Massie

C. Wiltiam Maynes
Thomas P. Melady
Archibald Murray
Adnan Byung Nasution
Leo Nevas
Adamantia Pollis
Lillian Poses
Michael Posner
Bruce Rabb
Bogdan Raditsa
Andrei D. Sakharov
Chesterfield Smith
George Soros

Lee Traub

Willian vanden Heuvel
Jaime Castillo Velasco
Harris L. Wollord, Jr.

| y oy 04 1985
International League for Human Rights

432 Park Avenue South, 11th floor
New York, New York 10016
Tel. (212) 684-1221

National affiliates and
correspondents around the world.
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September 20, 1985

Dear Friends:

Enclosed is a copy of a recent report written by the Chilean
Commission for Human Rights in Santiago. It analyzes human rights
abuses during Chile’s state of siege. The International League
for Human Rights has translated this report as the sixth in a
series entitled News From the Chilean Commission for Human

Rights.

This is a publication of the League’s Affiliate Network
Project, through which we bring important information prepared by
our affiliated civil liberties groups worldwide to the attention
of public officials and private spetialists abroad. The League
has 41 affiliates in 30 countries, each defending human rights
domestically.

Our Chilean affiliate is a very active group, but it suffers
continuing harassment from the authorities. In August, the League
sponsored a mission to Chile that investigated arrests and other
intimidation of human rights defenders active in the Commission
and associated groups. The team succeeded in obtaining the
release of Dr. Pedro Castillo, a member of the Commission’s
Council, who had been detained a few weeks prior to the League
mission. The team members were showered with testimony of other
repression directed against human rights defenders from all parts
of Chile.

We will keep you posted on their findings and related
actions. An article by team member Father Robert Drinan is also
enclosed.

If you have suggestions about this continuing series of
publications, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

it OB

Felice D, Gaer
Executive Director
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By Robert F. Drinan

WASHINGTON — What will oppo-
sition forces in Chile do today, the
12th anniversary, of the coup that
brought Gen. Augusto Pinochet to
power? I found no clear answers to

that question during a wvisit last
" month. But | saw water cannons wait-

ing to quell demonstrators. 1 saw, too,
deep frustration among the 11.8 mil-
lion people, who are humiliated by the
torture,  murders, harassment and
the exiling of citizens who are heirs to
one of the richest democratic tradi-
tions in Latin America. -

I do know the United States has an

_____

offers the Administration an oppor-__

tunity to change its policy, in which
pieties about a democratic transition
are coupled with acts that bolster
General Pinochet. We must now
press unmistakably for civilian rule.
President Reagan owes Chilean

Robert F. Drinan, S.J., a former
Representative who is professor of
law at Georgetown University, vis-
ited Chile on a mission for the Inter-
national League for Human Rights.

2 A A SIS B M

Reagan

~can help

bring dawn

citizens no less. The disintegration

of freedom in the last dozen years
has been appalling. In 1973, more
than 50 percent of all workers be-
longed to labor unions; today, only 8
percent. In 1973, the external debt
was 34 billion; today, $22 billion. The
media are censored. Torture
touches hundreds each year but in-
timidates millions, Political parties

Aside from the United States, about '

the only source of hope in Chile is the
Roman Catholic Church. At a dinner
in the home of Raiil Silva Henriquez,
the 78-year-old retired Archbishop of
Santiago, this venerable figure re-
viewed his efforts to deter terror
from 1973 to 1983 and concluded by
saying that the Government's oppres-

sion of the church is as bad as perse-

cution of the church in the Roman

Elye New York Eimes

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1985

12 Years of Night in Chile

Empire in the early centuries of

. Christianity. Chile is harassing the

church because, almost alone among
social institutions, it represents the
tortured, the exiled, the unemployed
and the poor.

Nearly everyone in Chile wonders
when the dark night will end. Now 68.
years old, General Pinochet will not
go voluntarily because he' has no
place to go. If he remains in Chile, he
could be tried for countless crimes
just as generals and admirals of Ar-
gentina have been tried. 1f he wants
to go abroad, there is no place to go
except -possibly Paraguay.

I have hundreds of memories of the

‘people I talked with. But the one I

shall never be able to forgetisaman [
met in a line outside a jail in Valpa-
raiso while waiting to visit 42 political
prisoners.

He told me he was waiting to visit
his two sons, both imprisoned on un-
specified charges of subversion. After
two years, no trial date had been set.
Torture had been used, but he obvi-
ously did not want to talk about it. As
I moved out of the line into the prison,
he ended our conversation by stating,
“What happens to my sons depends
on decisions to be made by the Presi-
dent of your country.’”
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EDITOR'S PREFACE

Human rights abuse in Chile is, sadly, all too familiar a :
topic. The precise number, kind, and extent of such violations
are extensively documented by groups in Chile working under
highly pressured conditions - groups like the Chilean Commission
on Human Rights. |

A continuing disregard——even contempt--for internationally
agreed upon standards of conduct by the Government of Chile and
its agents by now seems almost routine. It takes a dramatic
event like the impostion of a state of siege in November 1984 and
the harsh events that have accompanied it (replete with the |
symbolism of massldetentions in sports stadiums) to stir us and
once again draw the attention of the world to human rights
problems in Chile. ‘

Throughout the eight month state of siege, across the board
abrogations of civil liberfies in Chile continued to occur.
President Augusto Pinochet governed under three simultaneous
states of emergency that afforded him extraordinary powers not
subject to any judicial process, and that can be--and were--applied
arbitrarily.

Among the rights abuses that occured during these
months were:

-- killings (;deaths in alleged clashes®, stray bullets and
shots by police forces at demonstrators, and even new cases of
death under torture);

-- torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment;

-- mass detentions and arrests in increasing numbers;

.



-~ threats and intimidation of dissidents and human rights
defenders;

— abuse of both the right to leave and more commonly, the
right to return to one's country (there has been no solution to
the problem of Chilean exiles nor any legal criteria for this
action established);

-- violations of freedom of movement within Chile (hundreds
of internally exiled'persons have no judicial or aéministrative
recourse) ;

= restriction of freedom of expression (closing opposition
journals and newspapers, prior censorship of the press,
intimidation of foreign journalists, etc.);

-- abrogation of other basic rights such as pgacefﬁl
assembly, association, and participation in public affairs.

During the past year, the hopes and desires of Chileans for
a return to democracy and respect for international human rights
guarantees have grown. Yet at the same time, the determination
of the Chilean authorities to maintain the present system, under
its 1980 Constitution, has rigidified. In fact the state of
siege, decreed by the President on November 6, 1584. brought a
massive scale of human rights violations characterized by a new
degree of thoroughness and by continued arbitrariness.

Sadly, such abuses are continuing even though the state of
siege was formally ended on June 16, 1985. This is due, in part,
to the President's continued application of emergency powers .

under Transitional Article 24 of the Constitution.
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In the pages that follow, the Chilean Commission for Human
Rights reports on events during the state of siege. The
Commission presents statistics on abuses as well as a legal
analysis of ways these acts violated international norms. The
report was completed on June 20, 1985, four days after the
lifting of the state of siege.

The International League for Human Rights has translated
this report into English to ensure it receives wide attention in
North America and Western Europe. This is the sixth report in
the occasional series, News From the Chilean Commission for Human
Rights, published by the League under its Affiliate Network
Project since 1982. The Commission is an affiliate of the
International League for Human Rights.

Founded in 1978, the Chilean Commission for Human Rights is
comprised of distinguished persons from the arts, sciences, law,
and public life. It is the most important non-religious human
rights monitoring organization in Chile, and has been a Leagﬁe
affiliate since 1979.

e o e e

Founded in 1942, the International League for Human Rights is one
of the oldest general-purpose nongovernmental human rights
organizations. It works with a network of 40 affiliates
worldwide and has consultative status with the United Nations
(ECOSOC), UNESCO, the Council of Europe and the International
Labor Organization. It cooperates with other regional
organizations such as the Organization of American States. As a
matter of principle, the League accepts no funds from any
government or intergovernmental body. The President of the
League is Jerome J. Shestack; its Executive Director is Felice
Gaer and its Program Director is Nina Shea.
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INTRODUCTIORN

Since the 1973 military coup d'etat and consequent rule of
General Pinochet; no civil or political right has been recognized
initerms defined by international law. The same can be said, to
a large extent, for economic, social and cultural rights.

Under the recent state of siege, éecreed by General Pinochet
on November 6, 1984, the deterioration of fundamental human
rights has accelerated. The justification for the establishment
of a state of siege, including the invocation and application of
the 1980 Chilean Political Constitution, was the need to combat
terrorism. The purpose of the state of siege was defined by
General Pinochet as follows:

It is precisely in order to safeguard democracy and
freedom that today, more than ever, it is necessary to
be inflexible with respect to the Institutional order
that guides us.

Thus, in his own ﬁords, General Pinochet has adopted
"drastic methods to preserve this order®™ and to "re-establish
security®” in the face of political insurrection instigated by
"outside agents.” Such "drastic methods® consisted of
simultaneously applying, during the seven month period from
November 6, 1984 through June 16, 1985, thfee states of
exception; the state of emergency, the state of siege (both
established in Chile's Political Constitution, articles No. 2 and

3) and the state of danger of altering the internal peace

(contained in Transitory Article 24 of the Constitution).

The application of the state of siege was made possible by

the support of the Government junta, the ministers of state, and



police forces inéluding the Carabineros and investigative police.
While all the junta and ministers of state affirmed the need for
a return to order and endorsed the General's fight against
terrorism, the Carabineros expressed the most belligerent
attitude. Asserting their belief in the existence of urban
guerillas who "want to play war," members of the Carabineros
delighted in "responding in like manner.”

This report will establish that those affected by the
application of Pinochet's sfate of siege were neither outside
terrorists nor urban guerillas but ordinary citizens. The
Chilean Commission has no evidence that any terrorist group has
suffered attacks under the state of siege. Ordinary citizens
continue to be kidnapped, tortured, assaulted, assassinated,
raped, exiled, arbitrarily arrested and detained without due
process or trial principally for political reasons.

The Justice Tribunals, thus far, have not prosecuted those
responsible for violations of human rights, and have justified
such failure to prosecute by maintaining that the law impedes
them from p;otecting those affected by the violatons.

IHE RIGHT TO LIFE

The Chilean Commission for Human Rights has identified 94
cases that violate guarantees of the right to life during the
period between November 6, 1984 and April 30, 1985. Out of a
total of 25 deaths over this six month period, eight victims died
due to alleged clashes betyeen police or security forces and
extremists (although this assertion has never been confirmed by

any judicial investigation, and in fact, what testimony was



presented, specifically denies this claim); one victﬁm died by
torture; three by terrorist acts or political homicide (e.g.,.
assassination of kidnap victims by terrorist groups or bombings
of civilian offices); four by unnecessary violence on the part of
public functionaries; fout'by abuses of power; and five in other
ways.

If we add to this list another 69 assasination attempts, the
total recorded violations of the right to life in Chile during

the half year period becomes 94. (See table below)

Viclations Against the Right to Life

Assaults Nov., Dec. Jan. Feb, Mar. Apr. Iotal
Deaths 2 4 7 2 7 3 25
Political Execution

Alleged Clashes 2 3 3 8
Torture 1 p |
Political Homicide 3 3
Unnecessary Violence 1 1 2 4
Abuse of Power 2 & 2 1 4
Other 1 1 sl 1 1 5
Assassination - 46 4 2 3 1 13 69

Attempts
Total Assaults 48 8 9 5 8 16 94

ZIBE RIGHT TO SECURITY OF THE PERSON

Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
states that "no one shall be subjected to torture, or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment.”" No constitutional or legal
precept permits, even under states of exception, infractions of
this universal norm. In Chile however, denunciations of torture,
as well as cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment were common

during the six months between November 1984 and April 1985.



The Chilean Commission for Human Rights has registered a
total of 351 serious violations against the right to security of
the person, including 115 cases of torture and 236 cases of
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. One individual out of
the 115 torture victims died; another victim of inhuman treatment
also died. The fact that during this period there were no public
demonstrations nor clashes between police and citizens, suggests
that there were no circumstantial pretexts for these violent
acts. Instead, they occured routinely, and are apparently
established practices.

THE RIGHT TQ FREEDOM AND SECURITY

Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of ﬁuman Rights
states that "everyone has the right to ... liberty and security
of person.” However, in accordance with article 2 of Chile's
Political Constitution, now in effect:

By virtue of the declaration of the state of siege,
the President of the Republic may transfer persons
from one place to another within the national
territory, arrest people in their own homes or in
places that are not jails nor those used for detention
or imprisonment for common criminals.

Moreover, in compliance with Constifut;onal Transitory

Article 24, the President of the Republic has the power to:
Arrest personé for up to five days in their own homes
or in places other than jails. Upon occurrence of
terrorist acts of grave consequence he may extend this
period for 15 additional days.

At the same time, the President has the power to:

Order mandatory permanence of certain persons in an
urban locality of the national territory for a period

‘not exceeding three months.

The application of the Constitutional provisions by the Chilean



Government has exceeded the norm and has resulted in an pattern
of violations of the right to liberty and security of the person.
Between November 6, 1984 and April 30, 1985 the Chilean

Commission documented 40,302 violations against these rights.
During the months of January and October of 1984 the total
increase of detentions for political reasons was-7,492;' The
period under the state of siege saw a dramatic rise in the number
of detainees, a total of 33,801 cases. A similar increase in
exiles occured during this period; between January and October
1984 exile cases numbered 170, rising sharply in six months under
the state of siege to a total of 625 cases.

Viclations against the right to liberty and security of the
person have been broken down by the Chilean Commission into seven
categories: individual detention, mass detention, collective
detention, the installation and use of detention camps, exiles,
'kidnappings, and bombings of public places.

Individual Detenti

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 Jan-Oct 84 Nov-Apr 85
Individual -
Detentions 323 678 648 306 641 1,192 636

As deménstrated in the table above, the total number of
individual detentions under the state of siege -- 636 -- 'has not
altered or increased dramatically compared with previous years.
Rather, it appears to have continued the pattern of doubling one
year, decreasing by half the next, and doubling again the
following year. A recent and important development, however, has
been an increase in the detention of women; between November 1984

and May 1985, 376 women were arrested. Out of a total of 75




individually detained women, 16 were beaten, 19 were tortured and
12 were exiled. That is to say, 47 of the 75 women who suffered
violations of freedom in circumstances of individual arrests,
‘were also victims of violent treatment or administrative
punishment.
Mass detentions

In the case of mass detentions, due to the suspension of the
right to assemble and the restrictions on the right of
association, the total number of mass detentions declined under
the state of siege from 5943 in 1984 to 1744.
Collective Detentions

Under the state of siege the Government began targeting
certain sectors of the population and began seeking out
citizens for arrest in their own homes. Seventy five military
operations were ordered in urban zones affecting thousands of
homes. These operations consisted of completely surrounding a
neighborhood with military forces then ordering, through loud-
speakers, all women, and men older than 60 and younger than 15 to
remain inside, under a type of house arrest, until the end of the
operation (3-8 hdurs). Meanwhile, the rest of the men were
detained and taken to special places, either by walking or in
busses. There they proceeded to free those men who had no
political, social or police records and decided the fate of those
who did have records. In the latter's case 30,898 people were
deprived of their freedom, which explains the sharp increase in
detentions for political reasons.

In the same way 18 other operations were carried out against



social, political, cultural and labor organizations. Everyone
found within the headquarters of such groups were detéined,
totalling 157.

The table below documents the total number of detentions
during the six month state of siege. As is evident, total
detentions for political reasons over a six month period was
double that of the entire 12 month period of 1983.

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 Jan-Oct 84 Nov-Apr 85

gztgitions 1325 1129 911 1789 15077 7492 33801
Detention Camps

| Under the state of siegé the Government opened two detention
camps, Pisagua and Conchi, both in the north of Chile. A total
of 427 persons were confined in Pisagua and 11 in Conchi. Of the
427 in Pisaqua, approximaﬁely 110 were ﬁhere for political
reasons. However, more than 300 other persons were confined in
Pisagua in violation of both constitutional and statutory law
since their detentions were unrelated to the provisions under the
state of siege. There was no judicial order for such
confinements. The Government argued that the Pblice held past
recofds of these alleged-common criminals.

The tétal number of victims of banishment under the state
of siege was 621, an increase of almost 500 viﬁtimé as compared
with the previous year. Along wiﬁh the quantitative growth-of
banishment, there has been a Qualitative change in the

application of this violation.



Originally, internal banishment was enforced to punish those
individuals who had allegedly violated the political recess and
dealt with shanty town dwellers (pobladores), and students.
Generally, in these cases, those exiled internally had been
detained for participating in public demonstrations or in mass
organizations. Once arrested, they were confined at a distant
1ocation (1,000 or more kilometers from their place of
residence), and citizens who resided in that area were dissuaded
from establishing relations with the banished individuals.

Later, the Government added even harsher measures to
banishment, such as suspending of expelling the victims who are
professors and students from universities and colleges,
preventing those who are academicians from returning to their
previously held positions and censoring their mail.

Even more recently, internal banishment became a
"preventative® measure -- an initiative of the former Minister of
the Interior, Sergio Onorfe Jarpa -- and decrees with "lists of
possible exiles" were drawn up and circulated through pro-
government newspapers.

During the state of siege other innovations were made, most
notably the practice of transferring those banished. For example,
it became common to transfer victims of banishment from one site
to another when a victim reached some positive level of
adaptation to his original place of confinement. Also it became
common to banish those who had been arrested or tortured in
secret prisons so that necessary medical attention became even
more difficult to obtain, thereby aggravating the abuses already

r

suffered.



Finally, it is important to note that eleven women were
banished to the same location; an act which raises the
possibility of the permanent establishment of a special camp for
women prisoners.

Violent Acts

Article 5 of the International Covenant of Civil and
Political Rights and Article 30 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights state that under no circumstances does the State
have the right to engage in any activity or to perform any acts
aimed at the destruction of the civil and political rights
ensured underlinternational law. This would clearly prohibit
states from engaging in terrorist acts against its citizens.

During the state of siege in Chile however, diverse acts
were carried out by the Government which qualify as terrorist
acts, in spite of the fact that the state of siege was decreed
with the express purpose of preventing terrorist acts.

Kid :

Since 1978 temporary or permanent disappearances for
political reasons were unknown. Beginning in March 1984, and
reinfo:éed by the state of siege, kidnappings and disappearances
have been occuring in Chile.

During 1984, 37 cases of disappearances were recorded which,
according to confirmed testimony, were originally cases of
arrest. The Minister of the Interior, the Heads of the
Carabineros, CNI, and Investigative Police reported to the Courts
that such incidents had never occured. Afterwards, however, it

was discovered that these same official agencies had freed those

9



held secretly in detention or had presented their cases to the
tribunals for trial under diverse charges (20 cases).
During the months of January, February, March and April

1985, 23 people suffered the same treatment. (See table below)

Rid i
(March 1984 - April 1985)

Official Agency : 1984 1985
Carabineros 29 6
Investigative

Police - 4
CNI- 7 -
Unknown 1 12
Total 37 23

There are two dominant trends suggested by the Chilean
Commission with respect to kidnapping and disappearances. First,
the majority of kidnappings can be attributed to Carabineros; the
evidence clearly established this in 35 cases. Second, undér the
state of siege it has become increasingly difficult to identify
the perpetrators of these crimes. Since the state of siege was
decreed, in 12 cases of kidnapping the identity of the kidnappers
remains unresolved; 3 cases ended in brutal assassinations; and
in another case a female victim was raped.

No police branch has been able to resolve any of these
cases; nor has the judicial system =-- which depends on the police
in order to function properly -- been able to hold accountable
those responsible for the crimes.

Attacks on Individuals and Social Organizations

Plainclothesmen attacked, in some instances in the presence

10




of uniformed Carabineros, the headquarters of social
organizations and engaged in beating or otherwise maltreating and
torturing whomever they found within the offices. -Théy also
partially, and sometimes completely, destroyed the offices,
including machinery and other equipment, and stole the most
valuable items.

In some cases the Government has confirmed its participation
in these acts, as in the case of the political headquarters of
the Movimiento Democratico Popular (Popular Democratic Movement)
and that of the Blogue Socialista (Socialist Block). In the
majority of c#ses. however, Government authorship was denied.

For example, it is still unknown who attacked PRODEN,
CODEPU, Confederacion de Trabjadores de la Construccion
(Confederation of Construction Workers) and the Confederacion de
los Metalurgicos (Confederation of Metalworkers), MUDECHI and
others. Neither the police agencies nor other Government office
have investigated these cases.

There have also been attacks against individuals including
three organizers of the Chilean Commission of Human Rights, a
priest, and directors of other organizations.

The most serious assaults, however, have been directed agginst
women. For example:

-- Dorig Cifuentes Cassali, 30 years old, member of the
Committee for the Rights of the Pueblo, CODEPU, was assauited and
raped in Valparaiso by unidentified plainclothesmen.

-- Rosa Pineda Salinas, 42 years old, married to the

Secretary of the Christian Democratic Party in the city of Arica,

% |



was assaulted, tortured and, as a consequence, suffered a
miscarriage of the child she was carrying. _

-- Paz Macaza Arextabla, 27 years old, member of the Group
of Relatives of Detained Disappeared, was assaulted and raped in

Concepcion as she was leaving a public lecture on ®"violence.”

The Government has neither identified nor prosecuted any of
the pérpetrators of these crimes.
Bombs in Public Places

During a single day and at approximately the same hour,
bombs have exploded in two municipal offices killing four persons
and wounding 15 others. The perpetrators are still unidentified.

IHE RIGHT TO LIVE IN ONE'S OWN COUNTRY
AND TEE RIGHT TO ASYLUM

" The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 13 states
that "everyone has the right to g o dile sfvenent and residence
within the borders of each state.” And, "everyone has the right
to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his
country.® Article 14 sets forth the right to seek asylum from
persecution.

Article 41, (2) of the Political Constitution of Chile,
however, gives the President of the Republic the power to expel
citizens under a state of siege. Under constitutional transitory
provision 24, the President also has the power to deny entrance
to the national territory of individuals considered a risk to
national ‘security.

On February 25, 1985 the Government submitted a new list of

individuals prohibited from entering the country containing 4,576
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names. Also during the state of siege, 27 people were expelled
from the national territory and 110 were denied entry.

The most important fact however - based on information
gathered by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees Office in
Buenos Aires and exiled Chilean groups now located in Argentina -
is that nearly 2,500 Chileans, principally young pobladores and
students, have fled Chile and requested and obtained status as
refugees in Argentina. They were designate@ the status of
refugees by the UN High Commissioner who has investigated their
cases one by one. |

RIGHTS TQ FREEDOM TO ORGANIZE AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Under article 41 No. 2 of the Political Constitution, during
a state of siege the President of Chile can suspend or restrict
the exercise of the rights to organize and to assembly.

The suspension of these rights was complete and at times
violence has been used to close peaceful associations.
Terrorists and other violent groups however, were not effected,
as evidenced by the present-day situation.

For example, a number of local, social, cultural and labor
groups' offices were shut down, without judicial orders and
extralegally, in a total of 18 police operations. A total of 157
persons were detained and more than 30 labor leaders were
banished. Later the unions' offices were destroyed and anyone
found therein was physically assaulted.

EREEDOM OF OPINION, EXPRESSION AND INFORMATION

Under article 41 (2) of the Political Constitution the

President of Chile can suspend or restrict freedom of information

and freedom of opinion during a state of siege. The state of
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emergency permits only'the "restriction” of these freedoms, and
Transitory Provision 24 effects these freedoms only with respect
to "the founding, editing and circulation of new publications."”

The same day he instituted the state of siege, the President
of Chile ordered the closing of six magazines -- Apnalisis, Cauce,
Apsi, Fortin Mapocho, La Bicicleta, and Pluma y Pincel -- and
effected Decree No. 127 which imposed a complete ban on
information. At this time the only information, interviews,
commentary, reports, etc. tolerated and accepted were "official
communications of the government®.

' Government censorship affected Church institutions and
individuals, as well. For example, the Episcopal Committee,
Cardinal Silva Henriquez, Cardinal Archibishop of Santiago Juan
Francisco Fresno, and other vicars and priests had communications
and public letters censored. The "restrictions” on freedom of
opinion and expression affected all human rights organizations
too, whose denunciations and declarations against the State and
individual officials were silenced.

The Government also prohibited labor from speaking out.
Certain aspects of cultural and artistic life, such as critical
journalism and plays which dealt too overtly with developments in
Chile, were banned. -

The headquarters of the Association of Journalists was
broken into without a judicial warrant and its bulletin was
confiscated, while publications of the National Press Association
(or publishers' association) were censored without explanation.

All public statements of membé}s of the Government junta,

ministers of state, regional governors, and the President and
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ministers of state, regional goverhors, and the President and
Justices of the Supreme Court were censored.

This suppresion of the right to free expression and
information'was carried out under a system of double
discrimination. First, one type of communication was arbitrarily
shut down completely while another was merely censored. Second,
it became apparent that séme media were granted access to certain
information while others were denied this same information and
censored.

DRUE PROCESS, FAIR TRIAL AND IHE RIGHT IO HABEAS CORPUS

Provision no. 3 of article 41 of the Political Constitution
states that "the recourse referred to in Art. 21 (defense) will
not be effective during states of emergency or siege.” Because
of this provision, there was no judicial protection for victims
of all serious violations of human rights, including the
application of special powers under the state of siege that even
transgress the limits fixed by the Constitution.

The most notable case with respect to this violation was the
resolution of the Supreme Court concerning the writ of habeas
corpus on behalf of the residents of the shanty town of
Caﬁpamento Silva Henriquez. The writ of habeas corpus was
intended to highlight the fact that police operations in that
area were unconstitutional. The Supreme Court recognized the
unconstitutionality and illegality of the procedure but

established that the transgression was justified.
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SUHMARY

Over the six month period between November 6, 1984 and April
30, 1985 the human rights statistics were as follows:
-- 1 death and 3 homicide attempts a ﬁeek;
-- 2 persons a day were victims of torture, éruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment; |
-- 25 people lost their freedom weekly through individual
arrests, while another 204 wete deprived of their freedom in mass
and collective arrests, in an average of 4 operations a week;
-~ 25 people a week were banished by administrétive order;
-- 3 people every.2 ?eeks were victims'of kidnapping between the
months of January and February 1985;
-- Each day 14 persons fled Chile for refuge in Argentina--

averaging 100 a week.
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(]:' (® THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Instituteof Human Relatons, 165E. 5655, New York, .. 10022, 212) 7514000

The Am?n'can Jewish Committee, founded in 1808, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEW YORK, Sept. 20 -- The American Jewish Committee today expressed its sadness
and solidarity with the Mexican people following yesterday's earthquake.

Messages went out today to President Miguel de la Madrid and to Bernardo
Weitzner, President of the Comite Central Israelita de Mexico, signed by Howard
I. Friedman, AJC President; Leo Nevas?chaimn of its International Relations
Commission, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of the International Relations
Department.

Their message to President de la Madrid read:

"AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE IS DEEPLY SADDENED BY TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF
MEXICAN CITIZENS RESULTING FROM EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU AND MEXICAN
PEOPLE OUR SOLIDARITY AT THIS DIFFICULT HOUR. IF THERE IS ANY WAY WE CAN BE OF
ASSISTANCE TO YOU, PLEASE CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS FOR THE SPEEDY
RECOVERY OF GREAT MEXICAN PEOPLE FROM THIS TRAGIC EVENT."

Their message to Mr. Weitzner read:

"AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE DEEPLY SADDENED BY TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF
MEXICAN CITIZENS RESULTING FROM EARTHQUAKE. WE EXPRESS TO YOU, MEXICAN PEOPLE
AND IN PARTICULAR TO MEXICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY OUR FRATERNAL SOLIDARITY AT THIS
DIFFICULT HOUR. IF THERE IS ANY WAY WE CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE TO OUR MEXICAN
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, PLEASE CALL ON US. OUR HEART FELT PRAYERS FOR THE SPEEDY
RECOVERY OF MEXICAN PEOPLE AND JEWISH COMMUNITY FROM THIS TRAGIC EVENT. MAY THE
NEW YEAR BRING MEXICAN JEWRY PEACE AND TRANQUILITY."

The American Jewish Committee-is-this-country's ploneer human relations
organlzation. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved

human relations for all people everywhere.

* * *

85-960-177 EJIP, HP
B033-(PEI-1) /sm 9/20/85
Howard |. Friedman, President, Theodore Ellenat!, Chair, Board of Governors, Allred H. Moses. Chair, National Executive Council; Robert . Jacobs, Chalr, Board of Trustees
David M. Gorgls, Executive Vice-President
Washington Office. 2027 Massachusells Ave.. N.W.. Washington, D.C. 20036« Eurape hg.: & Rue de Ia Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris, France » Isragl ha. 9 Ethiopia 51, Jerusalem 95149, Istagl
South America hg. (temporary office): 165E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022 « Mexico-Central America hg .iv Ejercito Nacignal 533, Mexico 5, D.F

CSAE Q7



THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 21, 1985

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

I was touched by your thoughtful and generous
letter and appreciate your taking time to write.
As we think about how to shape and carry out our
foreign policy, all of us in the Administration
try to do our best to maintain and convey to the
world the values which have served our country so
well in the past. It is gratifying to know that
you think we are succeeding. Many thanks for your
kind words of support. ;

Sincerely yours,

S P Ty

George P. Shultz

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
Director,
International Relations Department,
The American Jewish Committee,
165 East 56 Street,
New York, New York.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

to Area Directors; AJC Officers; Steering Committee, International
Relations Commission

from
Mare Tanenbaum

Subjeot Delegates to Brazilian Conference on Vatican II, Nov, 3-5

As you can see from the enclosed press release, AJC's International
Relations Department is co-sponsoring a major Pan-Americsn conference
with the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops on Vatican Council II
-- Twenty Years Later,

This conference, the first of its kind, will be held from Nov. 3-5
in Sao Paolo, :

This is an invitation to your chapter leadership inviting omne or
more delegates to join an AJC Leadership delegation to the
conference.,

In view of our budgetary atringenéies, it is nécesahry that our
delegates cover their own expenses. Travel and hotel expenses will
be tax-exempt. ;

As soon as you have the names of your delegate(s), would you

please send it (them) to Jacobo Kovadloff, AJC South American
Affairs director, who is coordinating the conference.

Many thanks for your cooperation.

.
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(lje THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56:St, New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 7514000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 19086, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, Sept. 26...A Pan-Amerlcan conference evaluating the impact of Vatican
Council IT on Catholic-Jewlish relations In Latin Amerlca and the United States
will be held from November 3 through 5 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The conference 1s
sponsored by the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops, the Confederation of
Jewlsh Communitles of Brazil, and the American Jewish Committee, In cooperation
with the Latin American Jewish Congress.

This is belleved to be the first Pan-American conference of its kind,
marking the 20th anniversary observance of the_adoption of Nostra Aetate, the
Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian Religions. That declaration, adopted by
Vatican Council II on October 28, 1965, marked an historic turning point In
Catholic-Jewlsh relations In its repudiation of anti-Semitism and its call for
"mutual respect and fraternal dlalogue™ between the Cathollc church and the
Jewish people.

Leaders of the Catholie churches and the Jewish communities in Latin
America and the Unlited States wlll take part In the conference. Co-chalrmen of
the conference are Don Sinesio Bohn, director for relations with the Jews of the
National Conference of Brazillan Bishops; Rabbi Henry Sobel of Sao Paulo, for
the Confederation of Brazilian Jewish communitles; Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC
international relatlons dlrector;' and Gregorio Falgon of Buenos Alres, repre-
senting the Latin American Jewlsh Congress. Jacobo Kovadloff of Buenos Aires
and New York, AJC South Amerlcan Affalrs director, 1s coordinator of the
conference program with Rabbl Sobel.

The conference will feature addresses and statements on the present state
of Catholic-Jewish relations by His Eminence Dom Ivo Lorschelter, Presldent of
the Brazilian Conference of Catholic Bishops; His Eminence Dom Paulo Evarlsto
Arns, Archbishop of S5ao Paulo; His Eminence Jose Falcao, Archbishop of Brasilia,
representing CELAM, the Latin American Conference of Bishops; Archbishop
Quarracino of Buenos Aires, presldent of CELAM. The Vatlcan will be represented
by Monsignor Jorge Mejla, formerly of Buenos Alres, secretary of the Vatican
Secretariat on Religlous Relations with the Jewish People. Hls Eminence
Cardinal Jean Paul Lustiger of Paris will also make a principal address.

«»«ss.MOrCe

Howard |. Frieaman, President. Theodore Ellenaft, Chair, Board ol Governors; Alfred H. Moses. Chair, National Executive Council, Robart §. Jacobs, Chair, Board of Trustees.

David M. Gordis, Executive Vice-President

Washington Office, 2027 Massachusetts Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 « Europe ha.: 4 Rue de ta Bienfaisance. 75008 Paris. France « sragl h.- O Ethiopia S1., Jerusalem 95149, Istagl
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Dr. Eugene Fisher of Washington, D.C., secretary of the Secretariat on
Catholic-Jewish Relatlons of the United States Conference of Cathollc Bishops,
will speak on "The Present State of Catholic-Jewish Relatlons In the United
States."

Rabbi Tanenbaum, a pioneering leader In Christian-Jewish relations for the
past 25 years and the only rabbl present as a guest observer at Vatican Councll
II, will deliver a major address on "Vatican Council II - a Jewish Observer's
Reflections." Benno Melnitzki of Sao Paulo, president of the Confederation of
Brazillan Jewish Communities, will also chair.

Catholic and Jewish leaders from other Latin American countrles and the
United States will also take part.

Among the lIssues that the panel discussions will deal with are human
rights, freedom of expression, soclal justice, rellgion and soclety, the meaning
of the Holocaust' for Christians and Jews, the State of Israel, and Five Cen-
turies of Jewish Settlement In the Amerlcas.

A far-reaching declaration by the Brazilian Bishops Conference on Catholic~-
Jewish relatlons will also be discussed.

The Conference will be held at the Hebralca Society center and at a
Cathollec ecumenlcal center.

The American Jewish Committee is thls country's ploneer human relations
organization. Founded In 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religlious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of Improved
human relations for all people everywhere.

A, EJP, REL, HP, Z :
85-960-179

9/20/85-gn
B025-Pan Amerlcan
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]985 National Executive Council Meeting

Hyatt Regency Miami * November 7-10
September 23, 1985

Dear AJC Leader:

As the date of the National Executive Council Meeting approaches, I'm pleased
to tell you that the agenda for the weekend is shaping up to be one of our
most exciting programs to date, reflecting the unique AJC blend of stimu-
lating discussion and decision-making sessions on issues currently affecting
the Jewish community. Highlighted below are some of the outstanding events
planned for the weekend.

The opening plenary session on Thursday, November 7th will focus on the issue
of pluralism, with presentations by AJC's Executive Vice President. Dr. David
M. Gordis, on pluralism within the Jewish community, and Professor Harvey Cox
of the Harvard Divinity School on the need for American society to rededicate
itself to religious pluralism. Later that evening, there will be a boat
excursion to the lovely Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, where AJC will be pre-
senting citations to a number of Dade County municipalities which have adopted
ordinances prohibiting social club discrimination.

Friday, November 8th will begin with two concurrent program forums -- a
_session on intermarriage, featuring AJC's most recent findings on_ the con- .
version of spouses, their motives and the consequences of their decision, and '
exploration of the topic of pay equity, which will provide the basis for

formulating AJC's policy on this important issue. Among the concurrent

"Action Where You Are" workshops on Friday, will be a session on anti-Semitism

and extremism in the U.S., focusing specifically on the dangerous social and
political implications of extremism now arising in the nation's farm belt. '

On Friday afternoon, a number of key experts, including Wolf Blitzer, author
of BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND JERUSALEM: A REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK, will be examining
new developments in the Middle East peace process, U.S.-Israel relations and
the danger of fundamentalism in the Middle East. This will be followed by a
meeting of chapter presidents and AJC officers, where the agenda will include
the final report of the CSC Task Force on Chapter Communications.

Saturday, November 9th will feature a luncheon plenary with Charles Silberman,
author of the widely-acclaimed new book, A CERTAIN PEOPLE: AMERICAN JEWS AND
THEIR LIVES TODAY. Later that afternoon, there will be an Appeal for Human
Relations cocktall reception honoring David Fleeman, a distinguished AJCer and
leader of Miami's Jewish community, to be followed by the NEC Dinner, a
gala community event, where we will be honoring Ambassador Allan Keyes and
Dame Nita Barrow in recognition of their success in depoliticizing the recent
Decade of Women Conference in Nairobi.

B0th YEAR
1906 -1986

prr
V| 4 | THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022



The final day of the NEC meeting, Sunday, November 10th, will feature two
plenary sessions -- the first focusing on the acculturation of immigrants,
featuring Mayor Fredrico Pena of Denver and representatives of several
immigrant communities in Miami, and the second a discussion on the current
social and political situation in Central America with ambassadors from those
nations, which will ‘concentrate on how the U.S. govermment and AJC can
formulate effective policy in this increasingly turbulent area.

Throughout the NEC weekend, there will be a number of meetings of national
commissions and committees dealing with critical programmatic and
institutional issues, including South Africa and Soviet Jewry, which are
indicated on the enclosed Schedule of Weekend Events. Among the other major
figures who have been invited to participate in the meeting are Ambassador
Richard W. Murphy, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South
Asian Affairs, and Maureen Reagan, leader of the U.S. delegation to the
Decade of Women Conference.

The NEC weekend promises to be an extremely important event, and our regis-
tration shows that attendance at this year's meeting will be most impressive.
I know you will want to participate, and if you have not already registered,
please fill out the enclosed form and return it promptly.

)
Let me take this opportunity to wish you and your family a happy and healthy
New Year. I look forward to seeing you in Miami in November.

Sincerely,
%;ﬂﬂi LB N SAan >
AHM/br Alfred H. Moses, Chair

Enclosure National Executive Council



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE - NOVEMBER 7-10, 1985

1985 National Executive Council Meeting
Schedule of Weekend Events

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7

10:30 AM COMMISSION MEETINGS
® Jewish Communal Affairs
@ International Relations
e Interreligious Affairs
e National Affalrs

12:30 PM BUFFET LUNCHEON

1:30 PM BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
(for Board members only)

4:30 PM OPENING PLENARY SESSION

"Jewish Pluralism-Preconditions & Prognosis"
Dr. David M. Gordis :

"Religious Pluralism - Renewing the Commitment"
Professor Harvey Cox, Harvard Divinity School

6:00 PM DINNER
7:00 PM Boat ride to Vizcaya Museum
MIAMI CHAPTER RECEPTION

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8
7:30 AM CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
8:15 AM CONCURRENT SESSIONS

@ "Intermarriage & Conversion-Identities in Transition"
Professor Egon Mayer

® "Pay Equity - The 80's Social Justice Issue?"
Ray Marshall, Former Secretary of Labor

10:15 AM PLENARY SESSION
"Catholic-Jewish Relations-Perspectives & Prospectives”
Father John Pawlikowski
Reverend William M. Lewers, U.S. Catholic Conference
12:15 PM CONCURRENT LUNCHEONS
"ACTION WHERE YOU ARE" Workshops
® A. "Counteracting Anti-Semitism & Extremism"
e B. "Projecting AJC's International Agenda"

® C. "Reaching out to Intermarrieds"
e D. "New Directions in Interreligious Dialogues"



2:00 PM

4:00 PM
DINNER

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

12:30 PM

2:30 PM

5:00 PM

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

1:00 PM

PLENARY SESSION
NEC Business Meeting

"Toward Peace in the Middle East"
Wolf Blitzer, The Jerusalem Post

MEETING OF CHAPTER LEADERS AND NATIONAL OFFICERS
HOSPITALITY AT THE HOMES OF MIAMI CHAPTER MEMBERS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9

BOARD OF TRUSTEES BREAKFAST
(for Trustees only)

SHABBAT SERVICES - Devoted to Jewlsh Pluralism -
Focus on the Jews of Central America

ONEG SHABBAT
"How Judalsm Differs" - Video Tape featuring
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg
Dr. David M. Gordis

PLENARY LUNCHEOMN

"Jews As Americans-A Dream Fulfilled?"
Charles Silberman, Author

CONCURRENT COMMITTEE MEETINGS
e Energy Committee
® National Membership Cabinet
® Soviet Jewry Task Force
® Women's Issues Committee
APPEAL FOR HUMAN RELATIONS COCKTAIL RECEPTION
Honoring David Fleeman
PRE-DINNER RECEPTION
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DINNER

A Tribute to:
Ambassador Allan Keyes, Assistant Secretary of State

- (Designate)

Dame Nita Barrow, Convener, The Nairobi Forum
In recognition of their accomplishments in Nairobi

PRESIDENT'S OPEN RECEPTION

Coffee, Dessert & Cordials

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10

PLENARY BREAKFAST

"Acculturation of Immigrants - The New Challenge"
Mayor Fredrico Pena of Denver

PLENARY SESSION

"Central America - What Role for the U.5. & AJC"
Dr. Fernando Berrocal, Ambassador of Costa Rica to UN

ADJOURNMENT



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

National Executwe Councﬂ Meetmg

Hyatt Regency Miami * November 7-10, 1985
REGISTRATION FOR WEEKEND EVENTS

~  BOthYEAR
1906~ 1986

GENERAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION

* Please make your reservations as soon as possible We lose
our special-convention-rate block of hotel rooms weeks be-
fore the Meeting, and we can guarantee the availability of
rooms at these special rates only if your reservation is
received in New York by October 9th.

* Registration fees and meal charges must be pald before
hotel room or session reservations can be processed. The
Full 4-Day Reglstration Fee of $75 per person and the Daily
Registration Fee of $20 per person (for local members)
covers non-food costs of the Meeting.

* Refund of registration fees is by written request only.
Requests for refund postmarked after October 25th will be
subject to a $25 per person late-cancellation charge. Meal
payments can be refunded only if we recelve your cancel-
lation at least 48 hours before the session.

* PLEASE NOTE THE HOME HOSPITALITY & SATURDAY DINNER SEATING
DEADLINES.

* THIS PACKET CONTAINS THREE FORMS. PLtASE GIVE YOUR
ATTENTION TO ALL OF THEM SO YOU DON'T OVERLOOK ANY EVENT
YOU WISH TO SIGN UP FOR.

* Registrants' badges, tickets, kits and other meeting
materials may be picked up from the AJC Registration Desk
at the Hyatt Regency when you arrive. Tickets will not be
mailed out in advance.

* Please note that all hotel reservations are guaranteed.
This means that "no shows" will be billed for one night by
the hotel.



MEAL SESSION RESERVATIONS

NAME : NAME OF SPOUSE/GUEST:
ADDRESS : TELEPHONE :
: 71P:
WEEKEND PACKAGE No. of Persons Per Person Total
INCLUDES SEVEN MEALS MARKED © _ $ 140 $

OR CHOOSE THE MEAL SESSIONS YOU WILL ATTEND

o Thursday Buffet Luncheon 22
o Thursday Dinner . i ; s 28
o Friday Continental Breakfast 9
o Friday Buffet Luncheons:
Workshop A 22
Workshop B 22
Workshop C 22
Workshop D 22
Saturday Board of Trustees Breakfast
(Trustees only) 12
oSaturday Plenary Luncheon 22
ONEC DINNER?* 40
OSunday Buffet Breakfast a— 19 .
Sunday Luncheons:
Officers (by invitation) 22
Nominating Committee (NC members onl_y) ' 22
FULL (4-day) REGISTRATION FEE 75 A
DAILY REGISTRATION FEE ($20 per person) for local members only.
Check days you will attend & add the total to your remittance:
O THURSDAY o FRIDAY o SATURDAY o SUNDAY $
VIZCAYA MUSEUM RECEPTION: If you signed up, add $10 per person . . . . . $

ENCLOSED IS TOTAL REMITTANCE OF §

Friday Evening HOME HOSPITALITY

Hosted by the Miami Chapter for out-of-towners. |
Reservations accepted until October 31.

CHECK NUMBER OF PLACES: 10 20

* Seats for the SATURDAY DINNER are pre-assigned. In order for your name to be on
the seating Tist, your dinner reservation must be received by MONDAY, NOV. 4th.

* SEATING REQUESTS cannot be accepted after MONDAY, NOV. 4th. If you have a o
seating request, please Tet us know now, in the space below: -

HYATT REGENCY HOTEL RESERVATIONS

AJC has cbtamed speclaf co-nmno-n Tates for t]-us NEC Meeting. Reservations for hotel rooms can be processed only. if

eekend Reg : jer person. Also, please note thar these special rates apply only to reservarions
received by AJC b'_y chber 9. A&er October 9 we cannot guarantee accommodations and reservations will be processed at the
hotel's regular daily rates. For your information, the Monday following the meeting is Veterans' Day, a holiday.

Please check desired accommodations. Rates shown are exclusive of 10% local sales tax.
[ Single $65 J Double $73 [ Suite $135 and up

Arrival Date Departure Date

PLEASE NOTE: All hotel reservations are guaranteed. This means that “no shows” will be billed for one night by the hotel



"ACTION WHERE YOU ARE" LUNCHEON WORKSHOPS
Friday, November 8, 1985, 12:15 PM

REGISTRATION FORM

Please use this form to let us know your preference if you plan to participate
in Friday's "ACTION WHERE YOU ARE" workshops. We need to know in advance how
many AJC members will attend each workshop so that we can make appropriate
room assigmments.

Name of Name of
Participant Participant

*NO PREFERENCE

A. COUNTERING ANTI-SEMITISM AND
EXTREMISM

B. PROJECTING AJC'S INTERNATIONAL
AGENDA

C. REACHING OUT TO INTERMARRIEDS

D. NEW DIRECTIONS IN INTERRELIGIOUS
DIALOGUES

*If you have no strong preference, please allow us to make an assigmment for
you so that we can assure adequate attendance at all of the workshops.

Note: Since the workshops are luncheon sessions, it is necessary to indicate
your attendance on the enclosed Meal Session Reservation Form, too.

NAME(S)

. (PTease Print)
85-100-157



VIZCAYA MUSEUM & GARDENS

' Reservation Form

The Miami Chapter of the AJC invites you to an evening
reception, Thursday, November 7th.

‘We will leave the Hyatt directly after dinner for a visit to
Vizcaya, a unique restoration (see brochure enclosed), just a
short’ ride from the hotel.

An excursion boat will leave from the Hyatt's own dock
promptly at 7:15 PM. Space on the boat is limited, so the
round-trip boat ride is open only to Full Weekend Registrants.

A bus will also be available, and will depart from the Hyatt
at 7:30 PM.

The $10 per person charge for the reception includes the
round-trip transportation.

L L L L L T I e ——

I/We will attend the Vizcaya Reception.

Please arrange the following transportation:

® BY BOAT - Round Trip
One-Way to Vizcaya CHECK ONE

One-Way Return to Hotel

® BY BUS - Round-Trip

One-Way to Vizcaya CHECK ONE

One-Way Return to Hotel

I/We will make our own transportation arrangements.

NAME (S)

(please print)

85-100-158
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REPORT ON THE EARTHQUAKE IN MEXICO

By Sergio Nudelstejer
Director, AJC Mexican/Central American Office
~ September 23, 1985

The earthquake that shook Mexico City on Thursday, September 19th at 7:20
a.m. was the worst suffered in the history of the country. It affected many
different districts of the city, some heavilv popu:ated, including sections of
extreme poverty where pooris-constructed dwellings were especially vulnerable to
damage. As of September 23rd, it has been cfficially estimated that 750
buildings were either totally or partially destroved, among the~ a number of
hotels catering to tourists. To date, the Mexican Government has identified
more than 5,000 dead; hoawever, the number is likely to rise given those who lie.
buried under the debris or are o;hernise unaccounted for. :

The Jewish communit,, through its representative body the Comite Central
Israelita Ze Mexico (Central Jewish Committee of Mexico), extended assistance to
all inhe victims of the tragedy, and especially to the large number of people
left homeless. It organized four shelters in different sections of the city
which were stocked with cots, blankets, medicine, including first aid services,
and food. Many Jewish vouth began worklng from the very first day with the
Mexican Red Cross and the Volunteer Corps. Several Jewish construction engineers
have been offering their expertise, as well as needed heavy equipment, to assist
where necessary. Jewish doctors and medical students have also cooperated
extensivelv in the relief effort. In sum, the local Jewish presence and concern
for the fate of the country at this critical moment has been strongly felt.

Concerning the impact of the tragedy on the Jewish community itself, the
building of the Ashkenazi Kehila, located at Acapulco Street, 70, suffered
serious damage, although the adjoining Great Synangogue remains in fairly good
condition. Among the organizations maintaining offices in the Kehila building
are: Central Jewish Committee of Mexico, Mexican Council of Jewish Women, B'nai
B'rith, Jewish Agency, Jewish National Fund, Zionist Federation, Hebrew-Yiddish
Seminar for Teachers, Ashkenazi Kehila, the Rabbinate, and a kosher restaurant.

"The building is now closes and will remain so until the extent of the damage can
be evaluated and repairs completed. No other Jewish communal institution in
Mexico City or elsewhere is reported to have incurred any damage.

To date, it has been confirmed that six members of the Jewish community
died: two couples who perished when the building in which they lived collapsed
and two others who died of heart attacks brought on by the fear and panic of the
moment. All six victims were buried in the Jewish Cemetery on September 22nd.

In addition, many Jewish families live in such residential areas as Roma,
Hipodromo, Condesa and Colonia del Valle where a number of buildings were
destroved. The whereabou:s of several of these individuals is unknown and it is
possible that some are still trapped under the debris.



Certain sections of donntown Mexico Cit\,'where heavy lndussr\, small

factories and shops are concentrateﬂ suffered extensive damage. Many Jewish- .

owned businesses were affected, causxng conslderable property loss.

In addition to emergency assistance frOm the United States and other major
_countries, Israel was also very gquick to respond to the general plight. Medicine
and appropriate equipment for disaster response, accompanied by several
speciallv-trained personnel, were sent in two planes and put to immediate use.

The Mexican Jewish community has fully identified itself with its fellow

citizens ir these davs of anguish, grief and loss, and will do its share to

assist in the reconstruction of that which the earthguake so Ferocxously and

1ndlscr1m1natel\ destroved.
J * . R *

A098- (IRD-1)
[sm " 10/%/85
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Anti-Defamation Lea (L/@Ld Bhai Brith

823 United Nations Plaza, NewYork NY10017 212-490-2525 Telex 649278

LYNNE JANNIELLO
Director, Communications

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, NY, Sept. 26....Dr. Oscar Arias Sanchez, candidate for the
presidency of Costa Rica, has pledged that if elected in February he
would keep his nation's embassy in Jerusalem. His opponent, Rafael A.
Calderon Fournier{ has made the same promise. |

Dr. Arias, candidate of the ruling Partido Liberacion Nacional and
an adviser to President Luis Alberto Monge, spoke before a meeting of
ADL's Latin American Affairs Committee, attended by representatives of
other national Jewish organizations.

Dr. Calderon, candidate of the Partido Unidad Social Cristiana,
made his pledge at a meeting of Jewish groups in Washington in July.

Costa Rica moved its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in 1982,

shortly after Mr. Monge became president.

AJ,IP,LAJ,LAP-FOR,LAP-US,SP,USS,BHFOR,BHLA-85

Founded in 1913 “to stop the defamation oi the Jewish people . . . to secure justice and fair treatment to all citizens alike.”



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

- September 26, 1985 -

date
David Harris
to
Arthur Berner
from
. AJC trip to Mexico taken by Arthur Berner and Dr. Robert Zurawin
subject _ .

We arrived in Mexico City on Kol Nidre evening, September 24, 1985, to assess
the earthquake's danage to the Jewish community and to demonstrate American
Jewish concerns for the tragedy. We took a taxi to the Maria Isabella Hotel in
the Zona Rosa (pink zone}, this area having been the site of the greatest
earthquake damage. .

Later that evening we met with Sergio Nudelstejer who informed us that as far
as the Jewish community was COncerned.

1 No serious damage occurred in the- predominately Jewish residentlal neigh-
borhoods, :

2. approximately 500 Jewish busiﬂesses, predominantly in text11e and piece
goods and whicih were located in the Pink Zone, were severely danaged or
destroyed

-Sergio told us that the Jewish community has information that six Jewish people
had died in the disaster. He also stated that the only Jewish institution to be
damaged was the Ashkenazi Kehila (at #70 Acapulco Street.) This is the site of
a number of Jewish offices, including the Jewish Agency, and adjacent to one of
the large Orthodox svnagogues.

Sergio told us that he had had a conversation with the Minister of Health and
Government, and that Mexico was in no current need of medicine. He said that
perhaps at a later date they might need medicine but at this point they were
well stocked. He also informed us that the Jewish community in Mexico had
voluntarily-opened shelters for people whose homes were destroyed because of the
earthquake. He said, however, that despite offerlng bed and clothing, few
people came to use the facilities.

On Yom Kippur, prior to services, Bob Zurawin and I contacted a number of Jewish
residents. We had been requested to give them messages from their families. We
. found out that, confirming Sergio's report, there was no damage to either
property or persons of the people we contacted. '

ODuring Yom Kippur, we had conversations with the president of the Central
Committee, Bernardo. Weitzner, who told us that: (1) they did not need medicine;
(2) at this point the Jewish community had not yet considered whether it would
prove necessary to extend aid to those people who lost businesses: (3) they
weren't sure-of the cost of repairing the Ashkenazi Kehila; and (&) that they

4



e )

might want to use money contributed by the American Jewish community to rebuild
a governmental facility (e.g. hospital) as a public gesture from the Jewish
.community. ;

Bob and I also met with the President and Secretary of the Centro Deportivo
Israelita (the Jewish Sports Center, which is equivalent to a mega-community
center.) They also confirmed our conversations with Messrs. Nudelstejer and
Weitzner to the effect that there was very little damace to Jewish property
except for the businesses which were destroyed in the central district, and that
six Jews had been confirmed dead. Mr. Kipnis, Secretary of the C.D.I, told us
that he was not yet sure what the Mexican Jewish Community would-do with donated
funds. ' ' ; ; .

Bob and I spent Yom Kippur at three services: the Orthodox, the Conservative
(Beth £1) and the Sephardic. We talked with a number of people who confirmed
all the discussions noted above. ' '

AQ99-Mexican Trip -
10/4/85-gn




Please let us know if you can join us.

For Your

mforsmas

BERTRAM H. GOLD,



INSTITUTE ON AMERIGAN JEWISH - ISRAELI RELATIONS

date
to
from

subject

September 26, 1985
Advisory Board Members of the Institute
Bert Gold

Meeting of October 10th

'I'm glad that you are able to join us at the Advisory Board

meeting on Octcber 10th. I thought you'd be interested in
knowing that at the meeting

.. Danny Halpern, Economic Minister, Israeli Embassy, Washington,
and Elmer Winter, both of whom attended the meeting of the Economic
Task Force of Project Independence in Jerusalem earlier this month,
will bring us up to date on efforts to assist Israel in its current
economic crisis. Implications for Institute programming will be
considered.

.. Dr. David Harman, Professor of Education, Hebrew University, will
present some of the issues that were discussed at the Institute's
consultation on Ashkenazi/Sephardi Relations convened last June --
including implications for American Jews.

.. Selma Hirsh will suggest a proposal for studies of the attitudes
of younger generations of American Jews and Israelis toward each
other.

.. Stu Eizenstat will report on discussions held in August by our
Israeli Advisory Board on the New Definition of Zionism, and we

will explore the next steps in this process.

I look forward to seeing you on the 10th.

WNDPDURJOLARDLAS



OFFICERS

Jack Sheingoid
President

Arthur Belfer
Allen Fergang
Kenneth Gladsione
Samuel Gunther
Leonard Seser
Simon Srybnik
Vice Presigenis
Staphen J. Pollack
Treasurer
Pnilip 4, Cohen  1.7%
Financial Secy. '
Milton Newmark
Recording Secy.
Rubin Cohen
Corresponding Secy.

PAST PRESIDENT

Warren Alpen

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Warren Abrams
Harvey Adler

Robert Beller

Robert Berend
Morton M, Berger
Ruth Berger

Jerome Berko

Saul Birnbaum

Dr. Jerome S, Breslaw
Seyrmour Brown
Alex Chapin
Wallace Chavkin
Seymour Cohen
Irving Coopersmith
Cnaim Diamond
Benjamin Dinnerstein
Moses Dodeles
Michael Erdheim

M. Monroe Fass
Max Feid

Russ Fierman

Harry Freund

Frank Furth

Ruth Gardner
Robert Gladstone
Emanue! Greenberg
Stephen Greenwald
Bebe Herzog
Herbert Horowitz
Philip Horwitz
Laurence E. Jacobson
Stanley H. Kaplan
Corinne Reid Korenvaes
Joseph Kriager
William Langtan
Julius Lipsen

Anna London

Cyrus Mager
Jarome Meyerowitz
Jay Miller

Paul Pilzer

Jack Resnick
Hyman D. Rosenberg
H. Jay Rosenblan
Nat Roth

David Sachs

Philip S. Sassower
Stanley Schechter
Sala Schiesinger
Lawrence |. Schneider
Nathan Serota
Martin Simon

Oscar Spielberger
Louis Srybnik

Dennis Strom

David Tananbaum
Arthur Toback

Gary Wattenberg
Martin Weisfuse
Isidore Wollerstein

SUTTON PLACE SYNAGOGUE

Jewish Center For The United Nations
225 East 51st Street
New York, New York 10022
[2128) 583-3300

September 27, 1985

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

‘Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

I know that I express the thanks and appreciation of
the Officers, Trustees and members of Sutton Place
Synagogue who attended the High Holy  Days
Auditorium-Parallel  Services for your magnificent
leadership of these Services.

You possess very special and rare qualities as a Rabbi,
for you truly share your love of prayer and Judaism
and your extraordinary knowledge of world affairs with
each and every member of your Congregation. We are
extremely proud to have you with us each year and we
look forward to your continued affiliation with Sutton
Place Synagogue in 1986 and for many, many more years
to come.

Thank you for your efforts and on behalf of everyone
at Sutton Place Synagogue, we wish you and your dear
wife great happiness, good health and success for the
New Year.

incerely,

K SHEINGOLD
residen

JS/hb

O-

David B. Kahane
Rabbi

Ari Korenbiit
Assistant Rabbi

Dov Keren
Cantor

Harriet A, Janover
Executive Director
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I CONFERENCIA PANAMERICANA RELAGOES CATOLICO - JUDAICAS
3, 4, e 5 - NOVEMBRO DE 1985

Sao Paulo, 27 September 1985

Rabbi Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director of International Relations
The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Tanenbaum,

It will be an honor and joy to have you with us
at the First Pan-American Conference on Catholic-Jewish Relations,
to be held, God willing, on 3, 4 and 5 November, at the "Hebraica"
in S3ao Paulo.

As you well know, the Meeting is being sponsored
by the American Jewish Committee, the National Conference of
Brazilian Bishops and the Latin-American Jewish Congress.

At the festive opening on Sunday evening, 3 Novem-
ber, at 8:00 PM, hopefully you will agree to convey the greetings
of the AJC family. You will speak immediately after Dom Ivo
Lorscheiter, President of the CNBB. Because of consecutive trans-
lation into Portuguese, we would like to suggest that you limit
yourself to approximately 5 minutes.

On Monday morning, 4 November, at 9:00 AM, we are
pleased to confirm your major address on "Nostra Adetate: a Jewish
observer at Vatican Council II". Father Humberto Porto has been
indicated to deliver the Catholic response. The moderator of our
morning session will be Monsenhor Antonio Quarracino, President
of CELAM. You may extend yourself for 30 minutes, which will be
tantamount to a full hour, including consecutive translation.

We have booked a room for you at the Hotel Ca'
d'Oro, on Rua Augusta 129. You will be received with open arms

and open hearts.
&”*’7 [ deter _
,./;3'(5 L7//(/7ucu4/ ﬂaﬁ

Frei Leconardo Martin Rabbi Henry I. Sobel

Respectfully,

On Behalf of the Organizing Committee

RUA RIO DE JANEIRO, 182 . CONJS, S.2/S.3 . CEP 01240 . SAO PAULO
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AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

500 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. o SUITE300 © WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 - (202) 638-2256

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

September 30, 1985

T0: Officers, Executive Committee, National Council and
Key Contacts

FROM: Thomas A. Dine, Exective Director
Douglas M. Bloomfield, Legislative Director

The Reagan Administration notified Congress last week
that it intends to sell Jordan $1.5 billion to $1.9 ©billion
in arms despite strong Congressional apposition to such
action. The request came after King Hussein, at the urging
of the Administration, announced at the United Nations that
Jordan is "prepared to negotiate, under appropriate auspices,
with the government of Israel, promptly and directly wunder
the basic tenets of Security Resolutions 242 and 338."
Hussein insisted that the "appropriate auspices” should be an
international conference hosted by the U.N. with the five
permanent members of the Security Council, including the
Soviet Union, and attended by Syria and the PLO. These
conditions are unacceptable to the United States and Israel.

The arms package includes 40 F20 or Flé advanced
fighters; 12 mobile I-HAWK surface-to-air missile batteries
and equipment to convert Jordan's present l4 batteries 1into
mobile wunits; 108 Stinger shouloger-fired surface-to-air
missiles; 300 AIM-9P4 infrared air-to-air Sidewinder missiles
and 32 3radley Fighting Vehicles. While it is not clear how
thne package as a whole would be financed, it is expected that
Agministration will ask Congress to provide about half the
funding.

Hussein's speech was largely aimeg at satisfying the
conditions of the Smith amendment which was signed into law

an August 8, 1985. The amendment states that any
notification of a proposed sale to Jordan must be accompanied
oy 3 Presidential certification of "Jordan's public

commitment to the recognition of Israel and to negotiate
promptly and directly with Israel under the Dbasic tenets of
J.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338." He served to
negate that apparent concession Dby his insistence to an
international forum with the Soviets, Syria anmd PLO. Those
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conditions simply prevent both convening of talks and direct,
pilateral negotiations.

A strong feeling pervades Congressional offices that
Hussein's U.N, speech and his recent actions signal nothing
new in Jordanian policy. The idea  of an international
conference has been proposed before, and in the past, the
United States and Israel have consistently rejected it. Sen.
Richard Lugar (R=-IN), chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, 1issued a statement saying that the
king's steps to date still fell short of meeting
Congressional strictures and that further steps would be
needed to gain Congress' support for the sale. . .

Before the sale's notification, over two-thirds of the
Senate, all a7 Democrats and 26 (of 53) Republicans,
cosponsored the Heinz-Kennedy resolution stipulating that
the U.S. "should not sell advanced fighter aircraft, mobile
or anti-aircraft missiles, or any other advanced arms to
Jordan" wunder present conditions. Moreover, ‘after the
notification, 26 Republicans senators made public a letter to
the President criticizing the sale.

The Heinz-Kennedy resolution is a non-binding statement
expressing the sense of Congress. However, it 1is expected
that binding resolutions of disapproval will soon be
introduced in the House and the Senate expressing disapproval
of the sale. Meanwhile, initial hearings on the issue are
likely to be scheduled in the next two weeks in the House
Foreign Relations and Senate Foreign Relations Committees.
Congress has 50 days after the President's notification of
the sale to vote against the request and the President has
the same amount of time to withdraw it. That means the
crucial votes should come about mid-November. -

The Administration decided to send the Jordan package to
Congress before an arms sale to the Saudis, largely because
Riyadh did not want to bear the burden of a confrontation or
a loss 1in Congress; as it now stands, it is unclear whether
the Administration will request a sale to the Saudis this
-year. More than a majority of the Senate has already
sponsored a resolution of disapproval introduced by Sens.
Alan Cranston (D-CA), Alphonse D'Amato (R-NY), Alan Dixon
(R-IL), and Bob Packwood (R-OR) to block such a sale in the
absence of tangible Saudi contributions to the peace process.

Moreover, the Saudis recently purchased 48 ground-attack
Tornado jets, 24 interceptors and 60 British/West German tank
training planes from Great B8ritain for an estimated cost of
over $3 opillion. The Saudis plan to station the fignter

| ~ PAGE TWO



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE. SEPTEMBER 30, 1985

dlanes at tne Tapuk airbase, 800 miles from the vulnerable
2il fielos out oanly 120 miles from Israel's border. Rep.
Charles Schumer (D-NY) praised the U.S. policy prohibiting
the sale of similar offensive aircraft and said that the
S8ritish sale “lifts the veil™ from Saudi intentions and
raveals tneir aggressive intent.

FOREIGN AID

Congress last week passed a temporary Continuing
Resolution (C.R.), enabling foreign assistance to continue
3t last year's level wuntil November 15. 8y that dJdate,
congress w«will nave to decide whether to pass another C.R.
until January or pass a full-year C.R. or appropriations
bill. It is likely that the FY 1986 Foreign Assistance
Appropriations Bill, which includes $3 billion in all grant
economic and military assistance for Israsel as well as
numerous other pro-Israel provisions, will be considered on
the House floor shortly.

TRADE ENFORCEMENT BILL

The Textile and Apparel Trade Enforcement 8ill which in
its current form limits the growth of Israeli imports, was
recently reported out of the House Ways and Means Committee
and 1is now pending on the House calendar. An amendment
introduced Dby Rep. Richard Gephardt (D-MO) to exclude
multilateral and bilateral agreements (including free trade
agreements sucnh as Israel's) from the provisions of the bill
«3s Jefeatsd Dy one vote in the committee, in large part due
to Chairman Rostenkowski's desire to nolo off all amendments
on tne pill. The Senate version of the bill is still pending
in the Finance Committee. The President has threatened to
veto the bill unless the Senate makes major revisions.

TRANSITION

NEWLY ELECTED

Rep. Cathy Long (0-LA)
Rep. Jim Chapman (D-TX)

PAGE THREE
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RETIRING
Sen. John East (R-NC)
Sen. Charles Mathias (R-MD)
Sen. Thomas Eagleton (D-MO)
Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-AZ)
Sen. Russell Long (D-LA)
Sen. Paul Laxalt (R-NEV)
Sen. John East (R-NC)
Rep. Thomas "Tip" O0'Neill (D-MA)
Rep. William Whitehurst (R-VA)
Rep. Thomas Hartnett (R-SC)
Rep. Gene Snyder (R-KY)
Rep. Elwood Hillis (R-ID)
Rep. Eldon Rudd (R-AZ)
Rep. Marjorie Holt (R-MD)
Rep. Parren Mitchell (D-MD)
RESIGNED

Rep. Sam Hall (D-TX)
(nominated to Federal judgeship)

RUNNING FOR SENATE |

Rep. John Breaux (D-LA) running for
Sen. Russell Long's seat

Rep. Tom Daschle (D-SD) running for
Sen. Jim Abdnor's seat

Rep. Bob Edgar (D-PA) running for
Sen. Arlen Specter's seat

Rep. Ken Kramer (R-CO) running for
Sen. Gary Hart's seat

Rep. John McCain (R-AZ) running for
Sen. Barry Goldwater's seat

Rep. Henson Moore (R-LA) running for
Sen. Russell Long's seat

Rep. Richard Shelby (D-AL) running
for Sen. Jeremiah Denton's seat

Rep. James Broyhill (R-SC) running
for Sen. John East's seat

Rep. Tom Kindness (R-0H) running for
for Sen. John Glenn's seat

RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR
Rep. John McKernan (R-ME)
Rep. Tom Loeffler (R-TX)

DEATHS
Rep. Gillis Long (D-LA)

PAGE FOUR
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ACTION NEEDED:

Contact your Senators and Representatives to sponsor
Resolutions of Disapproval of the arms sale to Jordan. Until
Jordan sits down with Israel face-to-face for direct
negotiations, all friends of Israel are opposing this sale.

CERDTLCRRNRRRRRRCTRRDPERERRRTTDBDERRRLRRERRORT RPN te
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW

AIPAC'S 27TH ANNUAL POLICY CONFERENCE
- RPRIL 6-8, 1986
WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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UPDATE ON SEVEN KIDNAPPED LEBANESE JEWISH LEADERS
(An International Relations Department Analysis)

by George E. Gruen, Ph.D.
Director, Middle East Affairs

In recent days hopes have been raised and then again dashed for the early
release of several prominent members of the Lebanese Jewish community who have
been held hostage for months by a pro-Iranian Lebanese Shi'ite faction.
According to information obtained by the European Office of the American Jewish
Committee, on Wednesday, September 11, the wife of Dr. Elie Hallak received a
phone call in Belirut from the kidnappers, who then permitted her to speak
directly with her husband and to Isaac Sasson. The two gentlemen, who are
respectively the vice president and president of the Central Committee of the
Lebanese Jewish community, said that "we are all well." They expressed the hope
that they -- as well as the other Lebanese Jewish men being held with them --
would be released on the eve of Rosh Hashanah (September 15). .

They had hoped that their captors, who are believed to be affiliated with
the Hizbollah (the Party of God), would have responded to religious appeals to
make a humanitarian gesture in view of the fact that the Jewish New Year
corresponds with the first day of Muharram, which is the Muslim New Year.
However, the holiday has passed and they remain in captivity. While the
relatives were naturally disappointed, they continued to hope that inter-
national humanitarian efforts on their behalf might result in their release by
Yom Kippur (September 25) which corresponds to Ashura Day, a day of special
solemnity for Shi'ite Muslims. Unfortunately, this day too has passed and
there is still no word of their release. This adds to the fears that their
kidnappers fail to be moved by such religious appeals.

It should be noted that the Jewish community in Beirut has scrupulously
- stayed out of the factional fighting in Lebanon or the Arab-Israel conflict.
~ Moreover, none of the kidnapped Jews played any partisan political role. For
- example, Dr. Hallak is a respected doctor, whose patients have come from the
various ethnic and religious communities. Indeed, some years back he treated
the son of one of the Palestine Liberation Organization's leaders in the city.
Mr. Sasson heads the pharmaceutical division of Khalil Fattal & Fils, a major
Lebanese trading company, and travelled freely in the Arab world for the
company. Isaac Tarrab is a respected retired professor of mathematics at the
Ecole des Lettres Francaises de Beyrouth. The other kidnap victims were Jewish
communal officials and businessmen.

Although the Jewish kidnap victims are believed to be held by persons
affiliated with the Hizbollah group who hijacked the.TWA plane and are still
holding several Americans, there is one significant difference: In the case of
the Americans, specific and repeated demands were made for the release of
Shi'ite terrorist suspects held by Israel (and since released) and for the
release from prison of 17 Shi'ites convicted of terrorist acts in Kuwait against



American, French and Kuwaiti-owned facilities. In the case of the Lebanese
Jewish hostages, no political demands have been received by the Jewish community
or their relatives.

Indeed, precisely because the Lebanese Jews play no role in local or
regional politics, the kidnappings have outraged Muslim as well as Christian
leaders in the country. In fact, Nabih Berri, the leader of the Amal, the
mainstream Shi'ite militia, explicitly condemned the kidnapping of four Jewish
leaders at the end of March. Mr. Berri, who has served in the Lebanese Cabinet
as Minister of Justice and Minister for South Lebanon Affairs, declared on April
4 that the kidnappings "falsify the image of Beirut, which is built on co-
existence." He concluded that "whoever kidnaps a Jew just because he is Jewish
only helps Zionism and has nothing to do with patriotism or the struggle...."

However, as became evident during the TWA hostage crisis, the more prag-
matic and Western-educated Mr. Berri has himself been facing a challenge to his
leadership within the Shi'ite community posed by fanatical, pro-Iranian funda-
mentalist groups such as the Hizbollah. Some of the latter apparently have been
so blinded by hatred that they make no distinction between Israelis and Jews in
general, despite Ayatollah Khomeinl's clear injunction that under an Islamic
Republic Jews and Judaism are to be respected, so long as they do not actively
aid "the Zionist enemy."

The family of one of the Jewish hostages, Haim Cohen, is of Persian origin
and he holds an Iranian passport. They have appealed to the Iranian authorities
for the Ayatollah's intervention with the kidnappers on his behalf as an Iranian
citizen, as well as on humanitarian grounds for the other hostages.

The once flourishing Jewish community, which still numbered 6,000 in 1967,
has shrunk today to a tiny remnant of less than 100, mostly elderly. According
to a reliable source in the community who conducted an informal census, at the
beginning of August of this year there were 47 Jews living in Christian east
Beirut and 18 in the predominantly Muslim western part of the city.

The Lebanese Government has confirmed that the six Jewish kidnap victims
are alive and are being held by the Hizbollah. While the Government of Presi-
dent Amin Gemayel has promised to do whatever it could to obtain their release,
its capacity to do so is quite limited. Additional appeals have been made to
the Syrian authorities, who are in effective control of Baalbek in the Bekaa
Valley in Eastern Lebanon, where the Hizbollah and other pro-Iranian Shi'ite
fundamentalist groups have their headquarters. . President Assad of Syria played
a crucial role in July in obtaining the release of the TWA hostages held by the
Hizbollah.

The American Jewish Committee, which has been in contact with the American,
Lebanese and Syrian authorities, and with various other governments and human
rights groups since the beginning of the kidnappings, hopes that intensified
international attention to the plight of the Lebanese Jewish hostages will
finally lead to their unconditional release without further delay.

The following details on the identity of the Lebanese Jewish kidnap victims
and what is known of the circumstances of their abduction are based upon infor-



mation compiled by the American Jewish Committee from various sources in the
Middle East, Western Europe and North America:

1.

Salim Jammous, secretary general of the Jewish community, was kidnapped
on August 15, 1984, reportedly by three armed men who abducted him from
his car near the communal office which is in the compound of the main
synagogue in the Wadi Abu Jamil quarter of West Beirut.

Dr. Elie Hallak, 60, vice president of the Central Committee of the
Lebanese Jewish community, was kidnapped from his home in West Beirut,
around midnight of the Sabbath night of March 29-30.

Elie (Yussef) Srour, 68, reportedly was kidnapped on Saturday night,
March 30. He was in charge of preparing the dead for burial according
to Jewish religious rites.

Haim Cohen, 37, also kidnapped on March 30. An accountant for a Beirut
department store, he was well-liked and had friends among all segments
of Lebanese society, and had no known enemies, according to his family.
His wife and three sons remain in Beirut.

Isaac Sasson, in his mid-60's, president of the Jewish community, was
kidnapped by an armed gang on Sunday, March 31, while travelling to the
city from Beirut International Airport. Mr. Sasson was returning to
Beirut from a business trip to the United Arab Emirates on behalf of
Khalil Fattal & Fils, a major Lebanese trading company, whose phar-
maceutical department he heads. When news spread of the kidnapping of
the other three Lebanese Jews earlier in the weekend, his friends
sought to warn him not to go to West Beirut and the company sent a car
with police guards to meet him and take him to presumably safer
Christian East Beirut. Eye witnesses say that when armed men stopped
the car and demanded Mr. Sasson, the guards in the car offered no
resistance. Mr. Sasson is belleved to suffer from diabetes.

Isaac Tarrab, 75, a retired professor of mathematics, kidnapped later
in April or early in May. Nothing is known of the circumstances of his
abduction. When he failed to return to his home one evening, the
superintendent notified the authorities, who could find no trace of
him. A Kurdish family took over the apartment a week later. Professor
Tarrab's family in Canada have had no further word from him. It is not
known whether he is being held with the Jewish hostages taken earlier.

We have not been able to obtain any confirmation concerning the
whereabouts of a seventh Lebanese Jew, Yehuda Benisti, 68, a former
manager of Bank Safra in Beirut. It is feared that he too may have
been kidnapped.

(For earlier background information on the Lebanese Jewish community,
please see our report, "The Kidnapping of Lebanese Jewish Leaders," first
issued on April 1 and revised on April 24, 1985.)

October 2, 1985 85-580-32



‘HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date October 2, 1985
to Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff
from Eugene DuBow
subject WILHELM HAAS

Attached is a copy of an article from The German Tribune concerning Wilhelm
Haas, the new Ambassador from the Federal Republic of Germany to Israel.

Considering our good contacts with the Germans and our two exchange programs,
he should be someone you might want to get to know.

Thought you would be interested.

cc: William Trosten
Marc Tanenbaum /
David Harris
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Bonn S New envoy
to Tel Av1v
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ilhelm Haas, a 54-year-old career

diplomat, has been ‘appointed
Bonn's new ambassador to Tel Aviv. He
takes over from Niels Hansen.

Both will accompany Bonn. head- of
state Richard von Weizsiicker and For-
eign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher
on a visit to Isracl next month.’

Also in the party will be Jirgen ‘Sud-
hoff of the government Press and Infor-
mation Office. -

Herr Sudhoff has mamtamed close
ties with Israel ever since a spell at the
German embassy-in Tel Aviv.

For the outgoing ambassador the
state visit is the climax and conclusion
of an unusually succcssful term in of—
fice.

' Over.the pasl (our years. Herr Han-
sen, 60, has combined balanced analysis
and level-headed negotiating skill: with
such individual commitment and per-
sonal charm that he has become a most
popular person in Israel.. £

Time and again he has surprised Jew-
ish . audiences and: opposite numbers
with his impeccable Hebrew. He learnt
it the hard way, while he was in Israel.
= « Hekdelberg-born Hansen, a man who

been good for a &
surprise in other
respects, such as
when he played the
flute at the 75th
birthday reception §
for Max Flesch, the
arts patron, whose
family came from
Berlin. His im-
promptu perform-
ance on the flute,
accompanied by a
youth orchestra, prompted a standiig
ovation.

He has proved so popular and such a
force for social integration that the Tel
Aviv Rotary Club elected him as its pre-
sident.

His next posting is in Brussels, wherc
he will be the German ambassador to
Nato. Past postings in New York and
Washington should stand him in good
stead, as should his experience as head
of planning at the Bonn Foreign Office:

His reputation and skill should benef-
it both Germany and the North Atlanuc
pact,

Having lransferred such a semor di-
plomat and star performer to Brussels,
Foreign Minister Genscher could hard-
ly appoint a run-of-the-mill diplomat to
replace him.

In the quest for a man whose appoml-
ment as German ambassador in Jerusa-

personal gesture Herr Genscher's atten-
tion-was drawn to Wilhelm Haas, a de-
partmental head at the Foreign Office.

There were three reasons why Herr Ha-
as was felt to be the right man for the job:

® As head of the department in
charge' of relations with Africa, Asia
and Latin America he was a senior man
to send out to head the embassy in Is-
rael as befits the importance attached to
German-Israeli relations; -

® He has extensive international ex-
perience and is skilled at understanding
the other side’s position;

® His mother is Jewish. On her ac-
count his father was dismissed from the
foreign service in 1933. He left Ger-
many with. the family. and work as a
company representative in the Far East.

His mother thus escaped Nazi perse-
cution. Haas grew up in Japan and Chi-
na. The family did not return to Ger-

From left, new ambassador Haas; Israel expert Sudhoff; and, with Yarmulka, outgoing ambas-
sador Hansen.

* (Photos: Sven Simon 2; Bonn Press and Information Office)

His past is sure to open many doors
that might otherwise be closed 1o a Ger-
man diplomat in Israel.

He is a flexible person who finds it
easy to make contact with others and
has gained a wide range of expenence in
his diplomatic career,

- He studied law before joining the for-
eign service, then served in the United
States, in Bonn and Munich, at the Ger-
man embassy in Tokyo, in the East Eu-
ropean department at the Foreign Of-
fice, at the embassies in Nairobi and Pa-
ris and as head of the disarmament de-
p]anment at the Nato secretariat-gener-
a

He went on to become deputy head of
the Foreign Office’s planning depart-
ment and special envoy to Africa in
1979. His last appointment was as head
of the political department in charge of
relations. with -the Third World.
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contlnuod from page F S

That posnng is to.be taken over by Herr
Sudhoff, 50, whom the Foreign Minister
might have also considered in the running
for the Tel Aviv post.

Herr Genscher made his acquaintance
in 1975 in Israel, where he served with
distinction as press officer. He was so im-
pressed that he took him straight back to
Bonn as Foreign Office press officer.

: Bochum-born Sudhoff, always with a
friendly smile, has never been seen to
show the slightest sign of nerves. -

He spent nearly four years in Israel and
found them a lasting experience. He felt a
sense of personal commitment in “working
with and in a country in'a tight corner, a
counﬂyweﬁennmhavcaspenﬂfechng

for and sympathy with.”

He still has many friends in Israel and as
head of department at the Foreign Office
will be partly responsible for relations with
the Jewish state.

But relations with the Third World are
naturally far more extensive, and Herr

T

Sudhoff has many quahues that smt lum

for the job. - ;

As Herr Genscher's press officer he fol-
lowed at first hand the progress of Bonn's
Third World policy, including European
cooperation with Asean and a more active
policy toward Latin America.

He helped to follow up this policy in the
field from 1980 to 1982 as German am-
bassador in Mexico.

He was then recalled to Bonn by Chan-
cellor Kohl on Herr Genscher’s recom-
mendation.

As asslsmm.ch:ef government spokes-

man at the Press and Information Office
he held a point of view that can be sure to

influence his future work at the. Foreign

“Foreign policy,” he said, “does not take
place in thin air. It has to be based on a
consensus. That presupposes people know
whatlsbemgtalkedahoutnndwha:thc
coumryspollcy objectives are.”

Bernt Conrad
(Die Welt, Bonn, 5 September 1 985)





