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Congregation Beth Sholom

Rabbi Harry L. Rosenfeld

August 12, 1988

Dr. Marc Taneribaum

c/a RAmerican Jewish Congress
165 East S6th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Dr. Tarneribaum:

Wheri we met at our synagague last month, I did not realize
that you are the Marc Tarnenbaum of the American Jewish
Corngress. Had I, I would have taken the cpportunity to thank
you in person for helping arrange our receipt of a
"Westminster Syrnagogue Holocaust Torah'. Its presernce in cur
ark has added an extra measure of ru?’ach and havanah to our
congregation’s worship. :

I hope you found warmth and a touch with God during your
stay in Alaska and at our tefillot. Flease give my regards
to your wife and please visit again.

B?shalom,

Rahbéféfggi;f?fR§i§f§§;321:;é§;;/%¢,

1000 W. 20th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
(907) 272-8874
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Jerusalem, 14 August 1988

Rabbi Marc H. Tenenbaum, Director
International Relations

Institute of Human Relations

165 East S5& Street

New York, New York 10022-2746

_ Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

It is a pity that the Lambeth Conference adopted the
Palestine-Israel Resolution which it did. It 1is a bad
resolution indeed even though, as we know, it could have
been even worse. Anyway, this leaves us with a whole lot
of work to do. 1 still do not have details about the
theological position taken by +the Conference towards
Judaism and the Jewish people but according to what 1
gather this too leaves us with a lot of work to do.

I was happy to hear that you are writing a book on "The
Vatican, the Jews and Israel". I am already indebted to
you for what I have learned from your articles and
memoranda on this subject. How much more will I learn
from a book written by you.

After studying the matter I now know that in principle
Foreign Ministry files, including most of the classified
documents, become declassified after 30 years and are
opened by the State Archives for scholars. The State
Archives is located in the Prime Ministers’ Office. If
and when you want to use these files I will be happy to
make the preparatory contacts for vyou with the State
Archives. "Younger" files are not open for review.

No doubt you are familiar with publications on the
subject of your book, however, I would like to make sure
that you are aware of the following two Hebrew books :

1) "y D7IDIR5-772 DI0N?5 J12D0 AR¥IN DTID I"T BNIPIT IRPINIIA
.1983 02752177 ,N?772¥) NVIDIIIIRA ,0?1177 TIIIR?S
(Mimeographed). Despite its name the book also discusses

relations with Judaism. An expanded version of this book
..l to appear in France shortly.

2) ARXIN 1925 - 1895 727137p pnx¥? ,N1317¥M PTI1pa PIR , IRPINTIA

.1985 1"pen 02521717 22¥ 72 pN¥? 717
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
JERUSALEM

In the forthcoming edition of "Encyclopedia of Zionism
and Israel" there will be a revised and expanded article
on "Vatican" by Sergio Minerbi. )

Last but not least I am enclosing photocopies of the
front pages of two books: One by Fr. Bruno Hussar . The
other includes an article by the same writer. The man is
a Domincan Father born to assimilationist Jewish parents
in Alexandria, Egypt. His first serious religious
exposure was to Catholicism to which he later converted.
He is an old man who lives in Jerusalem and has - Israeli
citizenship. He told me recently a fascinating story of
his personal very active involvement in all stages of
preparation and formulation of the section on the Jews
in Vatican II. I strongly recommend that you meet with
him and I am sure you will acquire new information on
that critical chapter. If you accept the idea, I will be
happy to make the contact.

I will be coming to New York 1in September for the
regular session of the General Assembly, where I will be
covering the Special Political Committee. I hope to see
you then.

With best wishes.
Sincerely yours,

g

Dr. Uri Gordon
Adviser to the Minister



Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum

Chairman
*kk
*

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, NUY, 10016
Tel.: (212) 686-8670

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Jewish Congress

1 Ruc de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel.: (022) 34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Committiee
165 East 56th Street

mew York, N.Y. 10022

B'nai B'rith
823 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017

The Israel Incerfaich
Assoclacion

P.0.B. 7739

Jerusalem 9L.077, Israel

Synagogue Councll of J\meﬂca
327 Lexington Avenue
New York. N.Y. 10016

Wortd Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

*ik
*

Dr. Leon A, Feddmen'

Consultant

Tuternational Jewish Committee
| on -
Juterreligious Consultations

LY

August 18, 1988

MEMORANDUM'!

TO:

Rabbi Jack Bemporad - SCA

Dr. Leon A, Feldman - SCA/IJCIC

Rabbi Henry D, Michelman - SCA )
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman = RA '
Seynmour. Reich, Esq. = Bnai Brith

Israel Singer - WJC

Elan Steinberg - WJC

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - AJC

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman - SCA

FROH . ) . k i
Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, chairman
Dr, Leon A, Feldman, Consultant

REMINDER-CONFIRMATION/"

There will be a very importart meeting of IJCIC’

to prepare the agenda for the coming season, before
we meet formally with all members who represent the
constituent agencies,

The agenda will also include decisions cocerning the suggested
Holocaust Consultation, scheduled for Daecember 1988 or February
1989; and the invitation received by the WCC for IJCIC to send.
observers/participants to the forthcoming Consultation on "the °
Church and the Synngogue“, to be held in Sweden, October 30-
‘November 4, 1988 ‘

It is urgent that you attend.

S /NET
‘m AUGUST 24, 1988 at 9,30 a.m,

“in the offices of the Synagogue Council
327 Lexington Avenue (entrance 39th St.)




Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum

Chairman
xk*k
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AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexingtlon Avenuc
New Yok, MY, 10016
Tel.: (212) 686-8670

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel.: (022) 34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

MNew York, MY, 10022 |

8'nai Brith, .
823 United Nations Plaza
- Mew York, MY, 1001_? :

The Israel Incerfaith
Associgtion

P.O.B. 7739 .

Jerusalem 91.077, Israel

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York. N.Y. 10016

World Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
‘New York, N.Y. 10016

dodcke
*
Dr. Leon A, Feldman
Consultant

Jnternational Jewish Committee
| 0H
Juterreligious Consultations

August 18, 1988

MEMORANDUM

TO: Rabbi Henry D. Michelman, SCA
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC
Seynour Reich, Esq., B.B.
Israel Singer, WJIC

FROM: Leon A. Feldman

"RE: Financing of printing costs of volume FIFTEEN YEARS

Several weeks ago, we sernit you a memorandum concerning an -
outstanding bill in the amount of $§ 14,000 for printing
costs for the volume FIFTEEN YEARS OF CATHOLIC-JEWISH
DIALOGUE 1975-1985 PAPERS.

Each of our constituentagencies have an oblxgation to share
in the expenses in the amount of $ 3,500,

Too much time has elapsed already since’ the publicat;on

“of this volume and no payment has been forthcomlng. Dr. G.M.

Riegner of Geneva, has indicated that if these obligations -
are not met by the ‘end of this month, he would be forced to
cover the above mentioned costs, in their totality, from his

~own pocket, which would be unfair to expect.

.Dr. Riegner advised me again .in a telex, dated August .16,

that he is very upset for not heving received any response'

from us todate._

Please give this matter your serious attenmtion.

Thank you for your immediate cooperation.

R B e T i e S e S e L N o




"

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Chairman
*kk

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Council of Amcrica
327 Le xinglon Avenuc

Now York, NY, 10016

Tel.: (212) G8G-8670

EUROQPEAN SECRETARIAT:
Wodd Jewish Congress

| flue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel.: (022) 34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Commilice
165 East S6th Strcet

New Yok, N.Y, 10022

B8'nai B8'rith
1640 Rhode Island Ave.. N.W.
Hashington, DC 20036_

The Israel Lacerfaich
Assoclaclon

P.O_B, 7739

Jerusalem '91.077, Lsrael

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexinglon Avenuc
New York, N Y, 10016

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue

few Tork, N.Y. 10022
_ Dr. Leon A. Feldman

Consultant

Jnternational Jewish Committee
| on
Jnlerreligious Consultations

July 26, 1988

EMORANDUM
f0: Mr, Israel Singer - World Jewish Congress
Rabbi Henry D, Michelman - Synagogue Council _
Seymour Reich, Esq. - B'nai B'rith International
Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum - American Jewish Committee

FROM: Leon A, Feldman

RE: Telex from Dr. G. M, Riegner, Geneva

Please note. the attached telex communication from Dr. G.M.
Riegner regarding the expenses incurred for the printing
of the volume FIFTEEN YEARS OF CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE:
1970-1985, The costs were approximately $ 14,000 and our
share if half of that amount. Since IJCIC is a partner with
the Lateran University we will have to face the obligation
'as soon as possible,

Dr. Riegner indicates that, unless the account is not settled
within the next three to four weeks, he would be forced to
advance the funds from his own pocket, because it is impossible
to delay settling this bill,

Thank you for your cooperation and immediate attention.
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS.

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - '- CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

1211 QENEVE go NEW YORK, M.Y. 100168 LONDON WY 7D X 76ooa PARI S JERUS ALEM )
1, RUE DE VAREMBE ONE PARK AVEWMNUF 11, HEHIFOHRD STHKECEY 78. AV, CIHAMPG-ELYGEES P. O, B, 4 2 9 3
CASE POBTALE 101 TELEPMH. 079.0%00 TEIFMPH,. 4901.-3517 TELEPH. 369.94.63 a, NTOTENGERG STREET
TELEFPH. 341325 TELE X £5% 61 g0 T.E L E X 21032 TELE X 6302320 TELEPH.G3GCG40-035044
TELEX £0 048 70O

Ceneva, July 20, 1988

To larael S'j‘.nger p .I EE&FW

Please convey copies to: Prof. Leon Feldman-’/
Rabbi Michelman, Synagogue Council

‘M Qnyw-’\ iv Baial ” nla-a 2fF .0 -

ey BlagdgBhettlh Intern ational

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, American Jewish Committee

1 have informed all of you through a telex addreesed to Leon Feldmsn
on June 9 that 1 have received a bill from the Rector of the Lateran
University, Mgr. Rossand, informing me that our share in the printing of
"Fifteen Years of Catholic~Jewish Dialogue 1970-1985" amounts to
approximately § 14,400, our share being half of the printing costs. . T

. asked how we were going to proceed with this payment.

Until today I have not heard from any of you. I suggest that the
amount he divided into four parts and that each organization will be
responsible for one fourth, 1.e. $ 3,600.

I urge you to come to a quick decision and urge also that the amounts
be sent to me within the next three or four weeks. I cannot let the
Lateran University without reply eny longer. i

I have told Feldman that i1f I do not get the money until September
Ist, T shall be forced to advance the money from my own pocket, which I
consider unfair, but unavoidable. ;

‘Regards,

Gerhart M. Riegner .
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! - Juternalional Jewisn COMMILLEE
! ! OH
o Jutcrreligious Consultations

August 18, 1983

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Chairman
*kk MEMORANDUM
*
AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: TO: Rabbi Heary D. Michelman, SCA
Synagoguc Council of Amcrica Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC
327 Lexinglon Avenut R
New York, MUY, 10016 Seynour ge ich, Esq., B.B.
Tel.: (212) GBG6-8G70 Israel Singer, WJIC

FROM: Leon A. Feldman
EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:

World Jewish Congress

t Rue de Varembe RE: Financing of printing costs of volume FIFTEEN YEARS

1211 Geneve 20, Switzeriand _

Tel: (022343325 Several weeks ago, we sent you a memorandum concerning an
: outstanding bill in the amount of $ 14,000 for printing

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES: costs for the volume FIFTEEN YEARS OF CATHOLIC-JEWISH

American Jewish Committee DIALOGUE 19?5-1985 PAPERS.

165 East 561h Street

New York, NLY, 10022 Each of our constituentagencies have an obligation to share

in the expenses in the amount of $ 3,500.

gzgalijﬁi:::.hlatiqnb Paza | ~~ Too much time has elapsed already since the publication .
" New York, N.Y. 10017 e K of thxs ‘volume and no payment.-has been. forthcoming. Dr. G. M.
e T : o Riegner of Geneva, has indicated that if these obligations
The Israel Iacecfaich - are not met by the end of this month, he would be forced to
= ot ng;wcl“i"“ cover the above mentioned costs, in theu’ totality, from his ‘
J;r;s;lm 91.077, Israel own pocket, which would be unfair to expect.
Synagogue Council of Amecica -Dr. Riegner advised me again in a telex, dated August 16,

327 Lexington Avenue

that he is very upset for not haVln" rece:.ved any response
New York, N.Y. 10016

from us todate. .

" wWodd Jewish Congress ) o
1 Park Avenue . Please give this matter your serious .attention.
‘New York, N.Y. 10016 - _ i & gl _ .
Thank you for your immediate cooperation.
dokk :

*

Dr. Leon A, Feldman
Consultant




¥{ocid Coun=i of Cavrohes
Concsuitatios o the Church anod the lewish People
Sigtaos, Stweodes
30 October — € November (938

Tcetative Agenda

Sungday, 30 October
Acrivel &informeal meetings

9.00 Plenxcy
Roll Calt
Watcome by the Swedish Church
‘sR

M%

ST

10.15 Coffee

10.45 Presentation of 7Be Thealogy of the Churches and the Jewish People : Rolf RendtorfY

Introduction of draft statement on “The Church and the Jewish Poople™: Ted Stylianopoulos

D

12.30 Lunch

15.30Tea

16.00 Plensry Session
Discussion onthe deaft statement
Appointment of working groups to study and consider revisions of druft statemeni

Tuesday, | November
%gmuzls:?n

Poople aad Covensnt™ — peper by Roif Rendsof

10.15 Coffee

10. 45P1mydiwmdmm'?mplemdm
"12.30 Luach
15.30Tea

16.00 Working Groups meet to consider draft statement in tight of “People and Covensor:™
&”“ﬁﬁm

9.00 | "
and Land" — peper M&Hx
H%xmlmby _

Semi Gersisy
10.15 Coffee .
(0. ﬁPm-ydmmdend
12.30 Lunch
15.30Tes

16.00 W consider deaft in
! uﬁng(kwpmm stebement mdwww




Thucxday. 3 November

8.30 Morning Sl:m

9.00 Plemt;{ on
acking Geoups repoct ead discursion
10.15 Coffec
10.45 Plenscy Sestion
12.30 Lunch
15.30Tea
16.00 Business Session:
Stretegy for statement adoptioa
Futore of OCCIP
Evering: Final Drafting of Ststement
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Centre for the Study of
FJudaism & Jewish/Christian Reclations

Central Heuse, Selly Oak Colleges, Bristol Road, Birmingham 829 6LQ, UK.

Telephone: (021-) 472 4231 Telefax: (021-) 472 3206 ' Electronic Mail: {Please Enquire)

Our ref: NS/bs

5 August 1988

Lambeth documents enclosed:

i A JEWS, CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS: The Way of Dialoque Draft 3.

‘This ends with the Resolution accepted by the Plenary Session
when it endorsed the document on 3 August 1988.

2. Resolution on Palestine/Israel passed .unanimously 4 August
1988.
3. Jewish Chronicle article of 5 August 1988 with reactions from

Chief Rabbi and myself.

Please note: the *"official" texts await publication, but there will
be no alteration of substance.

o_(——.l_"\_.-

Rabbi Dr Norman Sqlomon

Procidant Af ks CAllamze: ) ) A o IS Vo SRy | et Y o
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‘Judaism is a living and still developing religion, which has

(i)/1¢4mV.§

JEWS, CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS: The Way of Dialogue

)i whilst dialogue with all faiths is highly desirable we
recognize a special relationship between Christianity,
Judaism and Islam. All three of these religions see
themselves in a special relationship to Abraham, the father
0of the faithful, the friend of God. Moreover these faiths,
which at times have been antagonistic to one another, have a
special responsibility for bringing about a fresh,
constructive relationship which can contribute to the well-
being of the human family, and the peace of the world,
particularly in the Middle East. Dialogue is the work of
patient love and an expression of the ministry of

reconciliation. It involves understanding, affirmation and
sharing. S

The Wa £ r din

2 The essential condition of any true dialogue is a

willingness to listen to the partner; to try to see with
their eyes and feel with their heart. For understanding is
more than:intellectual apprehens'on. It inveolves the
imagination and results in a sensitivity to the fears and
hopes of the other. Understanding another means allowing
them to define themselves in their terms rather than ours,
and certainly not in terms of our inherited stereotypes.
This means that in dialogue we may have to face some strange
and even alien understandlngs of reng‘on as well as

attractive ones.

3 In relation to ngaism this means, first of all
recognizinq that Judaism is still a 1ivinq religion, to be
respected in its own right. The Judaism of today is not
that of any one of the sects of first century Palestine, and
certainly not that of the plain text of the Hebrew
scriptures. Its definitive works, such as the Mishnah and
the Talmud, as well as its current liturgy, were produced by
the post-Pharisee rabbis in the same period, the first to
fifth centuries, within which the Fathers of the Church were
defining the meaning of Christianity. Great care should ke

. taken not to misrepresent Judaism by imputing to it, e.q.
. the literal implementation of "an eye for an eye," which was

repudlated by the rabbis, or the denial of life after death.

shown considerable spiritual and intellectual vitality
throughout the medieval and modern periods despite its
history of being maligned and persecuted. The Middle Ages
saw great Jewish philosophers such as Maimonides, Bible
commentators such as Rashi, and the ibn Ezras, poets and
mystics, as well as scientists and lawgivers. Our modern
world is inconcelivable without the contribution of Jewish
thinkers from Spinoza to Buber, scientists such as Freud and
Einstein, as well as musicians, artists and others who have
helped shape our cultural life; we are, to our loss, less
knoulcdgcahlc of the oreative witality of cuah Jowich

spiritual movements of recen» times as Hassisdism and
Musar. .
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Sacondly, Judaism is not oniv a religion, as' many
hristians uncerstand the word but a people and a
civilization. Jews know and d2iine themselves as Jews avan
wnen they. do not fully share the religious beliefs of
Judaisn. "It is against this background that the religious
importance of the land of Israel to the majority of Jews
hhroughout the world needs to be understood.

O

3 Thirdly, it is necessary for Christians, as well as
Jews, to understand the profound changes and potential for
good in modern scholarly undertanding of the Bible. Modern
biblical scholarship is increasingly becoming a joint
enterprise between Jews and Christians. Recent Jewish
research has shed much light on the complex and varied
religious and social situation in Palestine during the first
century of the Common Era (i.e. the era common toc Jews and
Christians). Some JewsS have become very aware of Jesus as
part of their own history, and their writings have brought
home to Christians his Jewishness. Renewed study of Jewish
sources by Christian scholars has led them to see first-

century Judaism in a new and more positive light, and to

reccynize that some negative assessments of Judaism in the

early Church are far from being the whele story. There ware
many different groups within Judaism at the time of Jesus
and ‘the scribes and Pharisees’ reborted in the New
Testament should be seen as part of a wider discussion
within Judaism._ The New Testament picture of Judaism,
written in specific historical conditions, needs to be
supplemented by éxpreSSLOns of faith by Jews of the tlme if
first-century Judaism is to be properly understood.

6 We now have a far better appreciation than ever before

of first century Judaism, and not least of political factors
which led events toc take the course they did. The trial and

execution of Jesus are now generally recognized to have been
brought about to serve the interests of the Roman occupation
forces and those Jews who collaborated with them. It was

Rone, too, by its destruction of Jerusalem at the end of the
Jewish War in 70 CE which forced a recomstruction of Judaism

‘along much narrower and more rigorous lines than had
- prevailed earlier. And because with the fall of Jerusalem

Jewish Christianity was greatly weakened, oppasitlon between

Jews and chrlstlans became much more intense.

7 . Tnis new understandlnq of events is leading both Jews an
Christians also to look at the way in which Judaism and

‘Christianity came to part company and go their separate

ways. Since many of the factors in this split were
contingent on specific historical developments, and events
need not necessarily have turned out the way they did, there
would seem to be no reason why a new understanding should
not develoP, based on a reconsideration of what orlqlnally
drove Christianity “and Judalsm apart.

3 Islam, like Christianity, is a living, world religion.
Dialogue with Muslims needs to take into account the fact
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- majority in Iran. A long devel

that it has taken root -in and shaped a wide range of
countries and cultures. Contrary to popular opinion, for
example, the largest Muslim ccuntry in the world is not in
the Middle East. It is Indonesia in Southeast Asia. Over
the last 14 centuries, Muslims have have developed a rich
and varied mosaic of cultural patterns, theological schools,
mystics and philosophers. Its impact on the development of
both Jewish and Christan thought and civilization has been
profound. Medieval Jewish thinkers like Maimonides and ibn
Ezra wrote many of their most influential works in Arabic.
The philosophy of Aristotle and the Neo-Platonists came to
western Europe largely in translations from Arabic, the
translators being in many cases Christians living in the
Muslim World. If geometry is a Greek word algebra, alcheay
and chemistry are Arabic. We call our number system Arabic
because the Arabs brought: it to us from India. The
astrolabe and the architectural arch botn came from Muslim
scientists. We are sadly unaware of much of Islamic history
and thought. So rich and varied is it, that many Muslims
are not familiar themeelves with some of the thinkers and
movements which are historically, geographically or
theologically remote from their own experience: just as many
Western Christians are unaware of Byzantine Orthodox thought
or of the life of the Oriental Churches and vice versa. One
of the values of an informed dialogue is that it can help
both partners become more aware of some of the riches of
their own respective traditions.

9 In understanding Islam it is necessary for Christians to.
grasp the central place of Islamic law in Muslim life.
Islanic Law, shari€ah, is based on the belief that God has,
as a gracious act of mercy, revealed to humanity basic
guidelines to live both individually and in scciety.
Whereas Christians today tend to think of Christian faith as
a personal commitment which can be expressed quite happily
in a secular society, many Muslims believe that God has
revealed his will on how the whole of society is to be
ordered, from details of banking to matters of public
health. ‘Although based on the Qur‘an, the sources of Islamc
law are much wider.  The picture becomes even more complex
if one attempts to. include the gﬁhicltes who are the _
pment independent from the
majorxty Muslim community .(Sunni) has resulted in a very
different ethos and theology, making blanket statements
about Islam almast impossible when Iranlan and other Shlclte

thlnkers are taken into account.

10 Islam, no less than zudaism, has suffered from Christian
stereotyping. This is especially true of the notion that
Islam is a religion committed to spreadinq its faith by the
sword. History belies such a conception. It is true that
the communities of the Middle East, North Africa and the
northern half of the Indian subcontinent were originally
brought under Islamic rule by military expansion. In many
Cases, however, they were aided by indigenous Jewish and
Christian communities suffering under the yoke of the
Byzantine Christian Empire. It was the grandfather of John
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cf Camascus wWho as m2ver,- coened the cates cf Damascus to
Lma MusLim armies without & “icht and Muslims were the firsc
to invite Jews to live again in tThe noly city of Jerusalen
after Christians had ferbicdan it for centuries. Much cof
the parTt of the wecrld which is new predeminently Muslim did
not receive its Islam through miiitarv congusest. 1In facg,

the majority of the territory won by Islam in
acvance was taken from it by the Mongols, who

its early
already

unmbered Christians among them, including the wife of
zenghis Khan. Yet Islam converted its Mongol conquerors and
central Asia remains Islamic to this day.

11 In fact, jihad, usually mistranslated "holy war," is a
complex notion that needs to be seriously explored by
Christians in dialogue with Muslims. The problem for many
Christians is with jihdd not in the sense of spiritual
struggle (the greater jih&d) but in the sense of armed
struggle (the lesser jihé&d). Muslim views on the lesser
iih&é range from those who say it is a constant duty against °
2ll non—-Muslims to those who argue that it is permissible

only in self-~defense, with myriad shades of grey in betwsen.

Even apart from the legal complexities, however,.- it is
difficult for Christians to understand its place in Islaric
thought. The Qur’an speaks oftan about zulm (oppression or
tyranny) and about fasad fi l’ard (corruption or evil doing
in the earth). It speaks of the need for God’‘s people to
cppose these things, by armed struggle if necessary.
Classical, and especially contemporary, Muslim views about
jih&d cannot be divorced from an understanding of this
aspect of Islamic ethics.

The Wa irmation .

12 If Christians wish their own faith to be affirmed by
others they themselves must be open to the full force of the
attraction of the partner in the dialogue and be willing to
affirm all they can affirm, not least when it resonates to
the Gospel.

13 For Christians, Judaism can never be one religion among
others. It has a special bond and a¢ flnlty with

~ Christianity. Jesus, our Lord and the Christ, was a Jew and

the scriptures which informed and guided his life were the

books of the Hebrew Bible. These still form part of. the

Christian scriptures. The God in whom Jesus believed, to
whom he totally gave himself, and in whom we believe is "The
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob™. A right understanding of
the relationship- with Judaism is, therefore, fundamental to
Christianity’ s own self-understanding.

14 Christians and Jews share one hope,'which is for the
realisation of God’s Kingdom on earth. Together they wait
for it, pray for it and prepare for it. This Kingdon is

-nothing less than human life and society transformed, .

transfigured and transparent to the glory of God.
Christians believe that this glory has already shone in the
face of Jesus Christ. In His life, death and resurrection



the Xingdom of God, God’s just rule, has already broken intcs
tne affairs of this world. Jews are not able to accept
tnis. However, both Jews and Christians share a common frame
of reference, in which Christian telief in Jesus Christ is
set. Fcr it is as a result of incorporation into Jesus
Cchrist that Christians share the Jewish hope for the coming
of God’‘s Xingdom.

- A A e s t s AT ke

15Christian faith focuses quite naturally on Jesus the
christ and his church. However, both these realities can
and shculd be seen within the hope for, and the horizon of,
the Kingdom of God. The presence and the hope for the
Kingdom of God were central to the preaching and mission of
Jesus. Moreover, Christians continue to pray daily "thy
Kingdom come'. Christian faith in Jesus the Christ and his
Church have not superceded hope for God’s Kingdom. On the
contrary, it is through incorpeoration into Christ through

. membership of the Christian Church that Christians come tc
share in the hope for the Kingdom. We believe that if this
hope for God’‘s Kingdom was given its central place by both .
Jews and Christians this would transform their relationship
with one another.
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b 16 Christians and Jews share a passionate belief in a God
ks of loving kindness who has called us into relationship with
3 himself. God is faithful and he does not abandon those he
calls. We firmly reject any view of Judaism which sees it
as a living fossil, superceded by Christianity. As Paul,
who believed Jesus to be the Messiah, put it:
~ God has not rejected the people which he acknowledged of
old as his own. (Romans 11:2)
Again, he wrote:
God’s choice stands and they are his friends for the
sake of the patriarchs. For the gracious gifts of God
and his calling are irrevocable. (Romans 11:28-29)
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17 However, with some honourable exceptions, as when Jews
and Christians lived at peace with.one .another in the Middle
East for many centuries, thelr relationship has two often = @
been marked by antagonism. Anti-Jewish prejudice -
promulgated by leaders of the state, and even of the Church,
. has led to persecution, pogrom and finally, provided the
soil in which the evil weed of Nazism was able to take root
and spread its poison. The Nazis were driven by a pagan
philosophy, which had as its ultimate aim the destruction of
Christianity itself. But how did it take hold? Further,
although there -are, thank God, many examples of Christians
who tried to save Jews, the Churches as a whole were
characterized by a deafening silence. The systematic
extermination of six million Jews and the wiping out of a
whole culture must bring about in Christianity a profound
and painful re-exanmination of its relationship with Judaism.
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18  Discrimination and persecution-df the Jews led to the

: "teaching of contempt®; the systematic dissemination of

; anti-Jewish propaganda by Church leaders, teachers and
preachers, Tarough catechism, teaching of school children,

Ad:
B
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ancd Chroisgtiszn preaching, <The Jsewish pecci:z have obasn
misrapresented and caricactured. Zven the Gospels. have

peen used tc malign ancé denigracte the Jew;sh people.

The miniicel call fog love Toward orne’s neighbour inmpels us
as Cdrlsb\ahs to seli-exaxminaticn and :epentaﬁce for our
prajudice and persecuticn of CGod’s covenant people. 1In
orée* to combat centuries of anti-Jewish teaching and

practice, Christians must develop programmes of teaching,
preaching, and common social action which eradicate
prejudice and promote dialogue and sharing among the
biblical peoples. The Christian response to persecution and

holocaust must be that of our Jewish neighbours: Never
again!

19 The Second Vatican Council affirred Islamic monotheism
and spcka approvingly of Islamic devotion to Jesus and to
Mary, his virgin mother. Islam stands in a particular
relationship to Christianity because of its acceptance of
Sesus as the promised Messiah of Hebrew scripture. At the
same time, however, we note that Muslims do not understand
this affirmation to imply a doctrine of the person and work
of Christ which would be acceptable to most Christians.
Nonetheless this affirmation of Jesus as the fulfilliment of
the Messianic promise is unique to Christians and Muslins.
The same is true of the Islamic affirmation of Jesus as the
Werd of God, although Islamic Chrlstcloqy does not accept
this as’ lmply ing the christian doctrine of the Incarnation.
At the same time, Islam affirms the Hebrew Scriptures and of
the special relationship which God had established with the
Jewish people “to whom he had show his special favour."

20 On the other hand, it has been the almost unanimous
Islamic tradition to reject the crucifixion of Jesus as
either historical fact or as theologically significant. The
Qur‘dnic material relating to the crucifixion is highly
ambiguous and there 1s the possiblility of theological
dialogue with Muslims on the interpretation and significance
of the Qur’adnic material on Jesus..  We need not, however,
totally reject the Islamic affirmation of Jesus, even as we
challenge it.in its rejection of his atoning work upon the
cross. It is 1mportant to note that the Islamic” rejection

" of the crucifixion is not ultimately based on a rejectlon of

the concept of the suffering of. God’s righteous prophets.
God’s power is not perveived in Islam as a magical talisman

-against unjust suffering and persecution. The Qur‘adn often
- refers, as does the NT, to prophets of God which have bheen

killed at various times in Jewish history. It accepts not
only the possibility but.the fact of prophets’ death at the

. ‘hands of the wicked. .Nor can we say that Islam

automatically rejects the positive value of suffering for
others or in the cause of God. This it affirms strongly and
in the Shifite tradition the concept of vicarious suffering
is of fundamental importance.

21 ' The Second Vatican Council spoke also of the Islamic
struggle to be faithful to the example of Abraham. The

L

Bible, no less than Islamic tradition, traces the descent of
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the Arabs, and so of Muhammad, tc Abraham through Ishmael.
This is important for Muslims in their understanding of the
prophetic mission of Muhammad and of their relationship with
Judaism and Christianity as religions which also have a
special connection with the faith of Abraham. Even though
most Muslims today are not Arabs, they feel, like
Christians, that they are Children of Abraham by faith
because of the message of Muhammad, descendent of Ishmael,
son of Abraham.

22 Although Luther had already spoken positively about the
faith of Ishmael, few Christians have given much thought to
this child of Abraham, about whom the Bible says "God was
with the lad and he grew up" (Gen 21:20). Although rejected
from the line of the covenant, there is no Biblical evidence
that this child, miraculously saved by God in the
wilderness, ever abandoned his faith in the God of his
father Abraham. The figure of Ishmael is theologically
challenging for, although rejected from the covenant, he and
his wmother were the object of particular and miraculous
attention on the part of God. Perhaps we need to challenge
the negative assumptions that surround our reaction to this
biblical character. '

23 Christians also often feel challenged to affirm the
devotion which Muslims display towards God in their prayers.
This is clear not only in their ritual prayers but in their
own personal prayers such as have been gathered together
with Christian prayers by Kenneth Cragg, ' former Anglican
Bishop in Cairo in his book Alive to God. ' '

' . ,
‘24 Christians may also affirm the sense of fellowship
which Muslims often show to each other, regardless of
language, race or national origin. They can also affirm
early Islamic ideals of religious tolerance. At the same
time they would want to challenge Muslins to develop those
apects of their tradition which imply a broader
understanding of the unity of all people.

25 Christians would also want to affirm the deep Islamic
reliance on the grace and mercy of God. Although often
. misunderstood and misrepresented by Christian theologians as
teaching salvation by works, all schools of Islamic thought
- are marked by a deep sense of the gratuitous Mercy of God.
This mercy cannot be earned by anyone because, in Islamic
thought, noone can have any claims against God. All that
God gives, he gives not because we deserve it but '
gratuitously. And yet, Islamic- thought does not reject the
importance of human cooperation with God in working his
revealed will here on earth. In this respect the Qur’éan
speaks of humanity as God’‘s viceregent (khalifah) on earth,
and this line of thought is developed by many Islamic
Ehinkers. Although some forms of popular Islam may seem to
have degenerated into legalism and fatalism, the normative

I[slamic emphasis on grace and human co~operation should
always ba born in mind.
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28 Dizlogua does not ¥ x cple2 o relinculish cr alter
their bellelys befoxe enterine inte iT: <h The CORTrXaty,
genuine dialogue cemands that each pertner brings To it the
fullpess of themselves and the traditicn 1n which they

stand AS they grow in mutual uncderstanding they will be
azi= to5 share more and more of what they bring with. the
other. Inevitably, poth partners to the dialogues will be
affected and changed by this process, for it 1is a mutual
sharing.

27 Within this sharing there are two main attitutudes

towards Judaism within Christianity today. There are those
Christians whcse prayer is that Jews, without giving up
their Jewishness, will find their fulfilment in Jesus the
Messiah. Indeed some regard it as their particular
rasponsibilicty to share their faith with Jews. Other
Christians, however, are unable to make this prayer.
Sometines the reason is theological. Whilst Jesus called
his pescple to the heart of their religion, he opened the way
to God for gentiles; a way which was already open for Jews.
For others, the main reason is the holocaust. This lays
upcn them a divine obligation to help affirm Judaism. Their
praver is that Jews may be falthful to God within their own
radition.

28 Both these approaches, however, share a common concern
to be sensitive to Judajsm, to reject all proselytising,

that is, aggressive and manipulative attempts to convert, anA.
of course, any hint of anti-semitism. Further Jews, Muslims:
and Ch_lstlans have a common mission. They share a mission-
to the world that God’s name may be honoured: "Hallowed by

your name." They share a common obligation to love God with
their whole being and their neighbours as themselves. "Your
Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven." And in the

dialogue there will be mutual witness. Through learning
from one another each will enter more deeply into their own .

‘inheritance. Each will recall the other to God, t¢ trust.

him more fully and obey him more profoundly This will be a
mutua1 witness between equal partners. ' '

29 Genulne shar-ng requires of Chrxstxans that they

correct all distorted. forms of Judaism and Islam as it
requires of Jews and Muslims that they correct distorted
forms -of Christian faith. For Christians this will include
careful selection and explanation of Biblical passages,.
partlcularly durlng Holy Week

30 In this process it is important to remember also the

cdamage that has been dcne to christian-Muslim relations by a
distorted view of Islam and by outright animosity. Both
Jews and Muslims often shared a common fate at the hands of
Christians in the Middle Ages and the centuries of warfare
xnown collectively as the Crusades was directed primarily
2gainst the Muslims, although both Jews and Eastern

. Christians shared in the su;-ering'inflicted by the Western
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Christian armies as they advanced to and througn the Middle

Fast. Christians have updén occasion seen Islam as a
christian heresy and at other times as the mere product of
human imagination. Scholars have always stressed the

influence of Jewish-Christian monotheism on Islam, for it
was born in an area where both Judaism and Christianity were
practiced: We should always be careful about how we
characterize another person’s faith and try to avoid hurtful
language. This is especially the case' when, as with both
Judaism and Islam, the unquestioningly negative
characterizations cf the past have resulted in much pain and
suffering inflicted by Christians in the name of religion or
where it has left a legacy of bitterness and division.

31 There is also nmuch in the way of common action that
Jews, Chrijstians and Muslims can join in; for example:
the struggle against racism, apartheid and anti-Semitism
the work for human rights, paru‘cqlarly the right of
people to practice and teach their religion.
There is a common witness to God and the dignity of human
beings in a world always in danqer of beccming godlass and
dehumanized.

32 Understanding and affirming are already ways of
sharing., However, if we are truly to' share our faith we
must not only affirm what we can but shara our own deep
convictions, even when these appear irreconcilably cpposed
to our partner’s faith and practice. In the case of Islam
particularly, Christians must first understand Islam if this
witness is to be effective. 1Islam is a missionary religion,
in some ways and in some areas mora active and effective in
spreading the faith than Christianity. This missionary zeal
is not confined te the Middle East but is fervent in Africa,
Southeast Asia and is apparent in the intellectual centers
of the West, Muslims are often confidently superior to
Christians in much the same way that Christians have often
been towards Jews, Many Muslims would simply dismiss views
which diverge from Islamic faith and practice with the .
conviction that if their partner only understood Islam they
would be a Muslim. Chrxstlanlty will only get a hearing by
informed Muslims when it is clear that the Christian who is
speaking understands Islam and yet remains.a Chrlstlan by

;cﬁolce not, as it were by default.

33 Many Muslims feel that Islam has superceded ?
Christianity the way many Christians have tradltlonally felt
that Christianity superceded Judaism (a view Which the same
Muslims would share). Just as Christian polemicists have
often seized upon the writings of Jewish scholars to try to
undermine the faith of the Jewish community, some Muslim
intellectuals and propogandists rejoice when they feel able
to use some pronouncement of a Western theologian to
undermine Christianity and underscore the truth of Islam.
Such pronouncements, tossed off easily in liberal societies,
are pounced ugpcn and used to damage small Christian churches
in Islamic societies. :




Bt g - ThaT T 111 wa s
wizh o Mugl img & Doz sizer, STICRC SEleguerds fgz
acdherents of minority religicns in Musiinm societies ANy
interorstation cf Islamic lzw That sa2ms Lo deny Zasic human
rights, including the right of people to practice and teach
thelr own faith, rmust be cvalleﬁged. e ?ecoqnlze that hers

there is positive ground for dialogue because Muslin
thinkers of the Middle Ages were among the first to actualiyv
incorporate ideas of tolerance and safegquards for minorities

within their legal systems; centuries before such ideas were

advocated by the European Enlightenment. However, Muslim
thinkers of today must be cnhallenged to develop even more
positive understandings oI the roie of minorities in
society. In particular, the law of apcstasy is undergoing
considerable discussion today by Muslim thinkers and jurists
and is an area where Christians versed in Islamic law musctT
enter into dialogue with Muslims. In matters such as this
the sometimes tiny, struglling churches set in Islamic
societies need the support of the wider church.:

35 It is gquite clear that there can be no genuine
understanding, affirmation or sharing with Islam without
quite -detailed study by at least some experts. 1In this
respect Jewish-Christian dialogue is better served. Most of
the important works of traditional and contemporary Jewish
thought are available in English, French, Spanish or German
translations (if indeed these are not the language of the

~original). Most of the basic works of traditional Islamic

thought have not been translated into these languages and
are accessible only to those with a knowledge of Arabic.
Even today, although more Muslims are writing in these
languages, most of the contemporary intellectual activity
within the world of Islam is being conducted in Arabic,
Urdu, Persian .and Bahasa Malay51a/Indone51a- Valuable work
is belnq done 'By "Christian instituticns, in which Anglicans
play a part, such as the Centre for the Study of Islam and
Christian-Muslim Relations at the Selly Oak Colleges
(Birmingham, U.K.), the Henry Martin Institute (Hyderabad,
India), the Duncan Black MacDonald Center (Hartford, U.S. A. )

and the Christian-Muslim Study Centre (Rawalpindi,

Pakistan). There is also the new study center recently

_established in the Gulf by. the. Bishop of Cyprus. - Such work

needs to be extended and supported by the Churches of the
Anglican Gommunion.

Resolution that the Anglican Communion: . 8
Endorses the principles of this paper, Jews, Christians
and Muslims: the Way of Dialogque, and encourages the
-churches of the Anglican Communion to engage in'dialogue
along these lines:;

Sets up an Inter-Faith committee and that this
committee, amongst its other work, establishes a common
approach to people of other faiths on a Communion wide
basis and appoints working parties to draw up more
detailed guidelines, on a communion-wide basis, for
relationships with Judaism and ISlamo‘bd a,Jr U’ «(“

‘rr/\(;\—'\u.ct
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Initiates talks, wherever possiblz, on a triparcite
basis, involving both Jews and Muslims; :

Supports those institucions whicn are helping Christians
towards a more informed understanding of Judaisa and
Islam.
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TITLE/SUBJECT: Palestine/Israel

SUBMITTED FROM: Christianity and the Social Order

TEXT OF PROPOSED RESOIUTION:

This Conference, saddened by the present suffering in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip:

1 affirms the importance of the Church in the exercise
of its prophetic role by standing on the side of the
oppressed in their struggle for justice, and by
promoting justice, peace and reconciliation for all
peoples in the region: i

2 affirms the existence of the State of Israel and its
right to recognised and secure borders, as well as the
civic and human rights of all those who live within -
its borders;

3 affirms the right of the Palestinians to self-
determination, including choice of their own

representatives and the establishment of their own
state; 2

4 supports the convening of an international conference
over Palestine/Israel under the auspices of the UN and
based on all the UN resolutions in relation to this
conflict, to which all parties of the conflict be
invited:; : '

5 commits itself to continued prayer for Isrealis and
' Palestinians, for Muslim, Jew and Christian, for the
achievement of justice, peace and reconciliation for

all. _ _ .
PROPOSED BY: W MMI;‘IMé @W |
SECONDED BY: dz&ﬁ%bzag%"%4?l.

(Any amendments to the above Resolution must be submitted to
- the Chairman of the Resolutions Committee not later than

1.00 pm, Tuesday, 2 August 1988.) -
' Ba S e e
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From DAVID WTNNER
c 3 - B

The Caicf Rabbi, Lord Jakob-
ovits, has warmly weicomsd 2
resoludon on inter-{aith reladoans
which the 500 bishops from all
over the world atrending the
Lambezh conference approvcd
on Wednesday.

He said that hc boped it
would lead to “a new era in

Jewish-Chrisdan n:lauons.c:n- 4

tred on what we have in com-
., mon, as well as oa respect for
- our differences.”

He expressed particular grat-
ification at “the acknowledge-
ment of the Jewish' roots' of
their faith, the appreciation that
a distortoa of Jewish waching
ba.d aften led to persecudon in

past, acknowledgement of
d:c mm.lity of Israc! in con-

temporacy Jewish [ife, the rejec- .

uouofaﬂformofanmc:nmsm.

and the recogricon that reiigous
teaching provic=d the basis Zor
traditional andsemitism culmi-
nating in the Holocaust.™

Lord Jakobovits descrio=d
the “qualified re=cdon” of evan-
g=iism direct=C at convc:ting
Jews as “an advancs,” but said
thar the “Jewish communicy
would have wélcomed an out-
nght condemnaton of all formas
of missionary acdvity.™

The resoluton, proposed b¥
the Rt Rev Richard Harriss,
Bisaop of Oxiord and adviser
to the Archbishoos of Canzer-
bury and York on inter-faith
relatioas, recommended dels-
gates to “initate aalks, wherever

possible, on a tripartite basis

with both Jews and Moslems.™

A document issued as a back-
ground to the sesolution said
thae Christizns today were belng
calied into “a fresh, more fruidhul
rcladonship widh Judaism ™
There was a2 comimon concsrn

“10 be sensitive o Judaism, to
rejz<: all prosclydsing, that is,
aggressive and manipufative
attempts to convery, and, .of
course, any hint of antisemit-
ism.”

“Genuinc sharing,™ the doc-

umencadded, “requires of Caris- -

tiaps that they correer all dis-
torced images of Judaism and
Istam.™

Even the gospels, the docu-
ment conceded, ““bave at dmes
besa used to malign and deai-
grawe the Jewish pcoplc. Ant-
chxsn prejudice promulgated
by leaders of chucck and state

has led to persecution, pogrom

and finally provided the soil in.

which the evil of Nazism was

: zblcmtz.h:rootand.spmdus_

o™

Rabbi Dr Norman Solomoa,
director of the centre for Jewish-
Christian

) reladoas ag Selly Oak
Colleges, Birmingham, and a°

drew up the document. dascrioed
it 35 “an historic step ~aich is
going to provide a basis for our
educational work and for work-
ing out 2 coasrucdve definidon
of the Chnsgan-Jewish reia-
tqnship.”

But he said it was “‘dsan—
pointing that scveral topics W
the draft document had hn::n
cut out from the final paper

The Bishop of Bristol, the F.l:
Rev Barrv Rogerson, s2id on
chncsday that evangelism
would condnuc and would not
be *undermined by dialogue.”

- A resolution on *“Paiestnc-
Isracd™ wasupeddmbepamd
yesterday. It called, inter ali.
for thic establishment of z?:h-
tinian state, while
et iosis Pacdin” :
and sccure »

The bishops expressed lhc!
sadnessat “the p:csemsuﬂ.'cﬂ-ﬂ& ,
in the West Bank and Ga&t

Suip.”
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JORDAN Aug. 12, 1988 (860 words)
PLO OFFICIAL CONFERS WITH VATICAN ON WEST BANK SITUATION
By Agostino Bono

VATICAN CITY (NC) — An official of the Palestine Liberation Organization has consulted with the Vatican over the
decision of Jordan’s King Hussein to cut administrative ties to the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

‘“‘After the decision of King Hussein there exists a great need to consult and talk with all responsible parties,” said
Nemer Hammad, director of the PLO Rome office, after his Aug. 11 meeting with Vatican officials.

The Vatican confirmed the meeting Aug. 12 and stressed its support for homelands for Jews and Palestinians.

It also drew attention to a document issued by-the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem strongly criticizing ‘‘Israeli repres-
sion”’ in occupied territories. The document asked for direct negotiations between Isreel and the PLO for an end to
the occupation and the establishment of a Palestinian state.

The Jerusalem document said the PLO is the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

In drawing attention to the document the Vatican did not issue its own opinion regarding direct negotiations or the
PLO’s role. _

The Vatican meeting was ‘‘very useful for us,”” said Hammad in an Aug.'12 press statement.

'The PLO is ““for a Jerusalem and a Palestine open to all believers,”’ he said.

The meeting came several weeks after King Hussein announced Jordan would no longer pay salaries of teachers
and other Arab civil servants in the West Bank because the PLO was the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

The king’s decision was a direct challenge to the PLO to find the money and administrative skills to maintain the Arab
infrastructure of the West Bank, which Israel captured from Jordan in 1967.

Father Giovanni D’Ercole, Vatican press spokesman, would not say what was discussed at the Aug. 12 meeting, but
confirmed that Hammad visited the Vatican for talks with officials of the Council for the Public Affairs of the Church,
which handles relations with governments and political organizations.

‘““The Holy See has held, for some time, contacts with the interested pames in the Arab-Israeli conflict, particularly
on the Palestinian problem ”* said Father D’Ercole.

The aim is “‘to encourage as much as possible, attitudes inspired by moderation and realism,’’ the Vatican spokesman
said. _ )

Father D’Ercole added that any solution must be based on support for Israeli a'ng Palestinian homelands. He cited

a Jan. 17 statement by Pope John Paul II. '
' ““The Holy See supports the right of the Jemsh people lo have their homeland but at the same time supports the
_same right for the Palestinian people,” the pope said last Jan, 17.
) Father D’Ercole also drew attention to a June report on the Palestinian upnsmg in lsraell-occupted terrllones assued
by the justice and peace commission of the Jerusalem Patriarchate.

“The document indicates the sensibility and participation of the Catholic churches of the Holy Land in the drama
and suffering of the people there,’” said the Vatican spokesman

“The special interest of the Vatican in this problem is well-known,”’ he said. But the spokesman added that the patriar

(MORE)
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chate’s commission is independent of the Vatican’s Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace.

Also on Aug. 12, L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican newspaper, and Vatican Radio issued reports on the Jerusalem
document and church sources in Rome made a copy of it available to journalists. But neither the Vatican newspaper
nor Vatican Radio mentioned the document’s support of the PLO as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

The nine-page document assessed the first six months of the Palestinian uprising which began last December. -

“The entire unfolding of the uprising has shown that, on the whole, the Palestinian people recognize the PLO as
their sole legitima't'e representative,’” said the document. .

““Israel should accept negotiations with the Palestine Liberation Organization,’’ it said.

Political negotiations should lead to ‘“‘mutual recognition, including territorial, the right to self-determination, crea-
tion of a Palestinian state,” it added.

The document said the PLO is ““disposed to negotiation’’ but Israel remains ‘““negative regarding this possibility.”

The Palestinian uprising ‘““is a truly popular mcvement’’ and has shown that ““a good or sweet military occupation
does not exist,”” the document said. i

Palestinians have become more united thrbugh the uprising and more aware that they are ‘‘occupied and humiliated’’
by Israel, it added. -

““Human rights are constantly violated in the occupied territories,’”’ the document said. It cited ‘‘violent repreésion
causing injuries, mutilations and deaths,’’ arbitrary arrests, deportations and “‘a judiciary double standard for Palesti-
nians in occupied territories and Jewish colonist residents.”

The uprising, while violent, rejects use of firearms and the violence is “‘intentionally at a low level,”’ said the document.

‘Firearms have been rejected because ‘“it is a field where for the moment the Israeli army is unbeatable,” it said.

This rejection of firearms ‘‘in the face of many military and police provocations” is a ‘‘noteworthy thing"’ by a popula-
tion ‘‘treated as terrorists,” it added. . '

The uprising has “‘consolidated the ties among Moslem and Christian Palestinians,” it said.

“They form a single peoble and are _commitl,e'd_ together in a sole national cause,” it added.

““Christians and Moslems find themselves logether--in resistance and in jails,’” the ddcumerﬂ said.. .

The Jerusalem Patriarchate is headed by Palestine-born Patriarch Michel Sabbah, the first Arab to head the Latin-rite
patriarchate. ' - ' ' - ' o
END '
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2285 QOcean Avenue, Apt. 1-H*
Brooklyn, N, Y, 11229
August 28, 1988

RBabbl Marc Tanenbaum :

c/o Radio Station W INS

888 Seventh Avenue .

New York, N. Y.

Dear Rabbi:

I applaud your comments today over WINS. Unfortunately, in addition

to a press free from government censorship, we need a press that is honest
and that is something we, unfortunately, do not have., It is nothing

new,

Minutes before I heard your commentary, the station told us. that

gang warfare in Los Angeles this year has taken 200 lives. Somehow,

no one gets excited. Look at all the innocent by-standers - often
little children - who are shot in this city in drug wars. . No one

gets excited, Just look at the Week in Review in today's The New Iork
Times about the.plight of refugees in Africa, Several months ago,

The Jewish Press printed a letter of mine in which I asked whether a
black human being living in the Sudan is less worthy than one living in
South Africa, I pointed out that more blacks have been murdered in the
southern Sudan in a week than in South Africa in a year. No death is
acceptable. But, it is the Moslems of the north murdering the Christians
and animists of the south. Do you know who wrote quite a bit about this,
many years ago? They call this man a racist. He also kept writing
about the Biafrins. He is Rabbl Meir Kahane, I recall several articles
of his in The Jewish Press, asking that someone help these people,

This is from the Royal Commission Report under Lord Peel, July 1937:

"The ugllest element in the picture remains to be noted. Arab natlon—
alism in Palestine has not escaped infection with the foul disease which
has so often defiled the cause of nationalism in other lands. Acts of
'terrorism' in various parts of the country have long been in the news-
papers...intimidation at the point of a revovler has become a not in-
frequent feature of Arab politics. Attacks by Arabs on Jews, unhappily,
are no new thing. The novelty in the present situation is attacks by Arabs
on Arabs. For an Arab to be suspected of a lukewarm adherence to the
nationalist cause is to invite a visit from a body of 'gunmen',"

I do not have the figures for the attack on the colony at Tel Hai on |
February 29, 1920 when Yosef Trumpeldor was murdered, but most were mur-
dered. The pogrom on the Festival of Nebi Mussa, Aprll 1920: 5 Jews mur-
dered, 211 wounded. May 1921 - 47 murdered and 146 wounded. 1929 Hebron,
Jerusalem Safad and Tiberias - 133 murdered, 339 wounded and 6 colonies
wiped out. 1936-39 1,791 murdered and 3, 288 injured. Kristalnacht,
November 2 - 5, 1945 in Cairo, Alexandria and Tripolit” (Libya) - 170
murdered, about 500 wounded, shops looted, windows smashed, synagogues
destoryed, Sifrei Torah and other religious books burned and desecrated,

From a UN report: "UNRWA: A Brief History, 1950-1982" - that in Gaza "ten-
sions generated at frequent intervals" but somehow Egypt managed to quell
the riots, except in February 1955 when the Egyptians had to use "draconian
measures" to put down the riots by “refdbes and others", The report does
not spell out the "draconian measures" nor does it identify "others."

a&nd, in Jordan in the mid-fifties when the riots spread from Jordan to
Judea and Samaria and 49 people were killed. But, that was ignored because
Egypt, Syria and the Saudis were behind the riots.

Just thought these facts would be of interes§;fiegr¥oyr future use.
Mrs, Daniel Friedman

_% ;:.Ma._) R J
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THE MILITARY BALANCE BETWEEN _
ISRAEL AND THE ARAB STATES: A REASSESSMENT

by Gary Wolf

1. Introduction

The Arab-Israeli conflict has been a fact of life in the Middle East for 40 years.
Throughout this period, militant Arab states have employed a variety of weapons, tactics, and
coalitions in their effort to weaken and undermine Israel. Although absorbing heavy losses,
Israel has held firm in the face of this threat.

Yet the recent use of missiles and weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East could
foretell an Arab-Isracli war of unprecedented proportions. Although Egypt first used chemical
weapons over twenty years ago in the Yemen war, never before have these hideous weapons
been used in the region on such a large scale.

One major effect of the combatants’ use of chemical warfare and missile attacks on
population centers in the Iran-Iraq war has been the regional breaking of international taboos
on warfare. This could have dire consequences for Israel. A Syrian chemical attack on an
Israeli city, for example, would no longer be a regionally unprecedented act; the same holds
true for a missile attack on an urban area. Nor is a future nuclear attack completely
unthinkable.

In this report, the current state of the Arab-Israel military balance will be evaluated, in
order to assess the threat now facing Israel. Both conventional and non-conventional Arab
military capabilities will be examined, followed by a discussion of the strategy Israel has
developed to cope with the ominous new threats. Reflections will then be offered as to what
can be done to preserve Israel’s deterrence and overall security.

This study concerns itself with the threat of all-out war between the Arab states and
Israel. Other aspects of the Israeli security dilemma, such as terrorism, are not discussed
here, although they certainly constitute a security problem for Israel. What distinguishes
interstate war is the totality of the threat that it poses -- the danger of Israel’s annihilation.

In addition to chemical warfare and missile proliferation, there are several other reasons
for undertaking a reassessment of the military balance between Israel and the Arab world:

1. The Third World Arms Race In June, 1988, Secretary of State George P. Shultz
warned that "advanced weapons technology is spreading throughout the globe.” Arms transfers
to developing countries have reached very high levels; in the five years 1982-86, these




countries imported $180.3 billion worth of arms.!

At the center of this arms explosion stands the Middle East. This region accounted for
over 35 percent of the world’s arms imports during 19862 Not only do these weapons add to
the military instability of the region, they also result in a severe economic drain. The Middle
East has the world’s highest military spending burden of any region when viewed as a
percentage of GNP -- it was estimated to be over 16 percent in 1986.3

2. Soviet Influence Of concern to Americans and Israelis alike are the ongoing Soviet
efforts at achieving a strategic power base in the Middle East. One of the means for
obtaining this objective has been military aid to Arab regimes. Soviet weaponry is found in
abundance throughout the region; the USSR supplied 33 percent of all arms going to the
Middle East from 1982 to 1986.4

3. Territorial Compromise Recent events in the Middle East, most notably the uprising
in the West Bank and Gaza, have prompted efforts aimed at renewing the Arab-Israeli peace
process. As this process accelerates, demands are increasingly being made for Israeli conces-
‘sions, be they territorial or other. These demands are partially based, implicitly or explicitly,
on varying conceptualizations of the military and strategic balance between Israel and the
Arab world.

4. Nuclear Weapons The spectre of atomic warfare in the Middle East is a horrifying
possibility. Any development in the region that would facilitate the conduct of nuclear war
(such as the proliferation of more advanced delivery systems) must be. watched carefully. In
the immediate future, however, the use of these weapons is unlikely, due to several factors:

a) Most observers conclude that none of the Arab countries now possesses atomic
weapons. Even Irag, thought to be the most advanced in this field, has yet to attain a
nuclear capability.

b) The countries of the Middle East are "one-bomb countries"; in other words, each has
only one or two major cities, making them extremely vulnerable to nuclear retaliation.
Launching a first strike would be excessively risky: only one successful retaliatory
strike from the other side would be needed to devastate the heart of the initiator’s
country.

c) Israel has followed a policy of pre-emptive attack of nuclear facilities, when it was
clear that those facilities were being used for the development of atomic weapons that
would threaten Israel’s survival. '

TI. Overall Arab/Israel Balance

In this section, the aggregate military balance between Israel and the Arab world will be
examined. The analysis will be divided into two parts: Israel compared with the Arab
countries as a whole; and Israel vis-a-vis the surrounding Arab states. The first section will
provide an overview of the array of forces available to the Arab world; the second will focus

1 US. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, World Military Expenditures and Arms
Transfers (1987). _
Ibid. The actual amount was $13.12 billion out of a world total of $36.76 billion.
Tbid. ' _
4 Tbid. During the same period, the U.S. supplied only 16 percent.
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on the actual forces with which Israel would probably have to contend upon the outbreak of
conflict.

1. Israel Compared With the Arab World The Arab world® clearly presents an over- -
whelming. quantitative challenge to Israel’s security. These countries encompass some 3.67
million square miles, with a total population of over 168 million. Spending around $49 billion
annua]!y on arms, together- they field armed forces (not including reserves) of over 2.6 million
men® These numbers are compared with Israeli figures in the table below:’

, Israel as
lement ARAB WORLD ISRAEL® % of Arab
Area (sq. mi.) _ 3,670,000 : 8,300 0.23
Population 168,000,000 4,400,000 26
Annual military $49 billion under 8.1
spending : $4 billion
Total troops 2,600,000 141,000 54
(non-reserve)
~ISRAEL, including
occupied territories
JORDAN
LEBANON SYRIA

MOROCCO TUNISIA

KUWAIT
BAHRAIN
QATAR
U.A.E.

- EGYPT

. OMAN
S. YEMEN

5 Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Oaﬁr,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.), N. Yemen, and S. Yemen. The
Sudan is excluded because of its sizable non-Arab population.

These data are taken pnmanly from World Military Expendmws and Arms Transfers,
op. cit.

The figures on Israel are from the International Institute For Strategic Studies
(London), The Military Balance (1987-88).
Not including the West Bank and Gaza.




2. Israel vista-vis_the Surrounding Arab States (Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and
Egypt. Iraq is included because of its consistent participation in wars against Israel; Lebanon
is excluded because it is not a unified state, and has no national army to speak of.) These
Arab states have an area of 1.5 million square miles, a population of 95 million, total non-
reserve armed forces of 2 million men, and spend over $37 billion annually on the military.?
Thus even when only the Arab states in close proximity are considered, Israel is still far
outnumbered.

These countries have considerably expanded their armed forces since 1973. Egypt, Syria,
and Jordan had 25 percent more divisions in 1986 than in 1973, with double the number of
mechanized divisions.l They possessed 60 percent more tanks and twice as many aircraft in
1986 as they had in 1973.

Data for several elements of military strength are shown in the table below: !!

SURROUNDING " Israel as

Element ARAB STATES M % of Arab
Total troops 2,000,000 141,000 T
(non-reserve)

Reserve troops 1561,000 504,000 32

Combat planes 1,700 676 (upto 90 are 39
in storage)

Armed helicopters 357 76 21

Tanks - 12,300 3,900 - 31

Naval combat vessels* 163 29 « 17

Artillery guns and mortars** 10,500 1,100 105

* Not including patrol boats, minesweepers, and landing craft.
**Not including SSM (surface-to-surface) and SAM (surface-to-air) missiles.

The preceding analysis gives us an idea of the aggregate force with which Israel must
contend. Yet it is also necessary to examine in detail the force structures of the individual
states involved, since there is a significant asymmetry of forces and capabilities within this
bloc, Syria, for example, because of its arsenal, behavior, capabilities and geographic position,
poses a much greater threat to Israel than does Saudi Arabia.

A detailed examination of each state’s forces is necessary as a basis for evaluating the

9 Data are taken primarily from The Military Balance, op cit. _
0 The data in this paragraph are from A. Levran (ed.), The Middle East Military Balance
(1986{. Tel Aviv and Boulder: Jerusalem Post & Westview Press, 1987.
1 Data for the table taken primarily from The Military Balance, op. cit.
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qualitative gap between Israel and the Arab states. This gap, usually thought to be in
Israel’s favor, has been significantly narrowed in the 15 years since the Yom Kippur War,
When discussing the qualitative balance, one must bear in mind two separate aspects: quality
of technology and quality of manpower and command structures. The former has accounted
for most of the progress made by the Arab states. According to Amnon Efrat, an Israeli
expert on military affairs, Israel has had to contend with these states’ across-the-board entry
into the field of modern electronics during the late 1970s and early 80s.)2 New weaponry
was introduced that included night scopes (SLS), laser - range-finders, scatter mines, cluster
bombs and guided munitions, and greatly improved anti-tank missiles.

When it comes to quality of manpower, however, the Arab states still have serious
obstacles to overcome. The first :is the paucity of skilled manpower, stemming from a
weakness in vocational education. Syria, for example, had severe difficulty maintaining a
sufficient number of qualified pilots when it began to implement the large-scale expansion of
its air force. Second, the Arabs have had difficulty absorbing certain highly complex weapons
systems.]3  Third, Arab armies have traditionally suffered from rigid, doctrinaire command
structures that leave little room for lower level initiative. !

Nevertheless, these problems are slowly being overcome, as the Arab states make the
transition from Soviet to Western military hardware and support structures. In addition to
supplying what are usually superior weapons, the West shares important tactical knowledge
and Western suppliers conduct large-scale training programs with their Arab clients, thus
helping to narrow the qualitative gap.!4 Pilots and other personnel are being trained in
France, Great Britain, the US., and elsewhere. The newly acquired command and organiza-
tional methods were tested in the field durmg thc major mobile and offensive exercises
conducted in 1986 in Jordan, Egypt, and Syria.1®

III. Individual Arab States

1. Syria

Syria currently represents the greatest security threat to Israel. This country has been
waging war against Israel, either directly or by proxy, continuously since Israel's War of
Independence in 1948. The dictatorial regime of Hafez al-Assad is buttressed to a great
extent by its war on Zionism. Assad has made no secret of Syria’s desires regarding Israeli
territory. As he said in 1974,

Palestine is not only part of the Arab homeland but also a basic part of
South Syria. We consider it our right and duty to insist that Palestine
should. remain a free part of our Arab homeland and of our Arab Syrian
country.16

12 4grab Armament in the 80’s (Israel Universities Study Group for Middle Eastern
Affairs, 1983).
13 An example of this problem was the Egyptian difficulty in handling the Phantom F-4
jets (Mtdd!e East Military Balance, op. cit.).
Aooordmg to a senior Israeli commander, mtemewed by K. Kaplan in the Jerusalem
Post, 6/19/88. '
Middle East Military Balance, op. cit. Ironically these changes come at a time when
the Soviets have started to produce and sell weapons that are in many respects as advanced
as their Western counterparts.
6 M. Gilbert, Atlas of the Arab-Israeli Conflict. New York: Macmillan, 1974.



Syria is thought by senior Israeli military analysts to be, at the present time, -the "only
serious potential candidate for war with Israel"; of its nine ground divisions, six are con-
centrated near the Israeli border in the Golan Helghts.” -

The Soviets maintain close military ties with Syria. Over 2,000 Soviet advisors and
technicians are reportedly present there. During the years 1980-85, $10.3 billion worth of
arms were delivered to Syria by the USSR; this is double the figure for the previous five
years.1® At present, the USSR is expanding its naval anchorage at Tartus, Syria, in order to
provide full docking facilities for the Soviet Mediterranean fleet.!®

Between 1973 and 1986, the Syrians carried out a tremendous build-up of military
strength. Although economic constraints have forced recent cutbacks, the current number of
regular troops represents a 65 percent increase over the 1973 level® To accommodate the
expanded number of troops and weapons, the Syrians have overhauled their command system;
two new corps headquarters were created in 1985 to facilitate deployment. .

Element?! : SYRIA - ISRAEL
Total troops 408,000 141,000
(non-reserve)

Reserve troops 272,000 504,000
Combét planes 600 676
Armed helicopters 110 76
Tanks 4,000 3,900
Naval combat vessels 37 29
Artillery guns and mortars 3,500 ) 1,100

The Syrian navy has also undergone expansion. It now possesses nearly twice the
number of naval combat vessels it had in 198222 These vessels include three submarines
(Syria had no subs from 1961 to 1986), two frigates, and 32 fast attack craft. The navy also

17 Middle East Military Balance, op. cit.

18 M. N. Kramer, "Soviet Arms Transfers to the Third World." Problems of Commun:sm,
Sept.-Oct. 1987.

9 R. Pear in the New York Times 8/28/88. According to Rear Admiral William O.
Studeman, Director of the National Security Agency, the new facility will "obviate the
necessity of frequent naval transits to home ports m the Black Sea. It would perrmt longer
dcplo&ments and an overall increased Soviet presence...'

Middle East Military Balance, op. cit.

1 Most of the data in the table are from The Military Balance, op. cit. Syrian tanks
include 1,100 top-of-the-line Soviet T-72s.

22 ATPAC testimony to the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations,
4/27/88. :



employs some 17 helicopters equipped for anti-submarine warfare.”>

The Syrian air force is well stocked with Soviet equipment, including about 120 MiG-23
"Flogger" fighter planes.?® Syria has recently taken delivery of the advanced MiG-29 fighter,
which is roughly equivalent to the American F-15 and F-16. In air defense, the Syrians have
greatly expanded and upgraded their surface-to-air missile (SAM) batteries, almost quadrupling
their number between 1973 and 19862 Syrian SAMs in Lebanon have succeeded in curtailing
Israel’s aerial reconnaissance capabilities on that front.

One of the greatest threats to Israel’s security is the growing arsenal of Syrian surface-
to-surface missiles (SSMs). These weapons could reach Israel’s heartland and cause substantial
destruction in a matter of minutes (see map on next page). For example, a Scud-B, fired from
positions 15 miles behind Syrian lines, could reach Tel-Aviv in slightly over three minutes.

The Syrian SSM arsenal contains three major types of missile: the Frog-7 (actually an
"unguided rocket"), the Scud-B, and the SS-21 "Scarab." The Frogs, used back in the 1973
Yom Kippur War, are short-range and relatively inaccurate. The liquid-fuel Scuds, with a
‘range of 175 miles, are accurate, and can be fitted with a chemical warhead. The solid-fuel
SS-21s, developed in the mid-1970s, are an advanced and accurate Soviet SSM with a range of
75 miles?®; they can carry either nuclear, conventional, or chemical warheads. (It is interest-
ing to note that the Syrians received the SS-21 in 1983, even before any of the USSR’s
Warsaw Pact allies?’) The Soviets, however, have thus far refused Syrian requests to
purchase the new SS-23 "Spider,”" which has a range of 500 miles.?

Syria could also hit Israel with its "Sepal” (SSC-1B) shore-to-sea coastal defense missiles.
'With a range of 155 miles, these missiles can reach targets in the Haifa area.??

There have been reports that the Syrians have discussed with the Chinese the possibility -
of acquiring their new "M-9" SSM. This missile, still in the development stage, probably has a
range of about 375 miles.3 The Reagan Administration has made it known that it would view
"with deep concern” the sale of these mrssﬂes to Syria3! Both Syria and China have denied
that an M-9 sale is being negotiated. .

When SSM'’s are fitted with chemical warheads, they become an ominous threat.  Many
observers believe that Syria possesses the most advanced chemical warfare capability in the
Arab world, surpassing even Iraq in this field. One of the more frightening types of Syrian

23 The Military Balance, op. cit.
4 Thid.

25 Middle East Military Balance, op. cit. At least half of these batteries are of the self-
propelled variety.

26 Washington Post, 4/5/88. A solid-fuel missile of this type can be prepared for launch
in abou7t half the time as those powered by liquid fuel. '

Ibid.

28 Economist, 3/26/88. The SS-23, because of its range, falls into the class of missiles
which the Soviets are commltted to scrapping in accordance with the recent US-USSR missile
treaty,

29 Middle East Military Balance, op. cit.

0 p. Ottoway in the Washington Post, 6/23/88.

1 Ibid. M-9s stationed in Syria would put certain U.S. military facilities in Turkey
within these missiles’ range (D. Gold in Jewish Chronicle, 6/24/88).
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chemical weaponry is nerve gas of the Sarin type. Such weapons, launched on  an
SSM, could cause severe casualties within an urban area. They could also be used
to paralyze Israeli air bases, crippling the Jewish state’s capacity to retaliate. Israel has
taken steps to prepare its soldiers and civilian population for this contingency, but it is very
difficult to prevent substantial casualties in such an attack.

Would Syria use chemical warfare against Israel? Neither side has ever carried out a
major aerial attack against the other’s civilian population. Yet Assad has never hesitated to
use the most vicious means at his disposal for achieving his goals; one need look no further
than his infamous massacre of Islamic fundamentalists at Hama, Syria in February, 198232
Though he is a cautious and - calculating leader, which tends to mitigate against the inherently
risky use of chemical warfare, there is no reason to suppose that he would rule it out should
a relatively risk-free opportunity present itself. There has been speculation that Assad might
order a chemical attack as part of a comprehensive surprise attack on Israel.

In sum, the Syrian armed forces constitute a major military force in the Middle East. A
new missile and chemical warfare capability has been created, with conventional weaponry
being consistently upgraded and augmented. In light of these developments, Israel’s concern
over Syrian military power is well founded.

2. Jordan

Jordan is -certainly less belligerent toward Israel than Syria; nevertheless, the Hashemite
regime has participated in Arab wars against Israel, including the 1967 Six Day War. Further-
more, the Jordanians’ acquisition of offensive combat engineering equipment from Britain,
together with the observed switch to purely offensive exercises in the mid-1980s, may signify
an underlying change in operational doctrine.®> In addition, four divisions are deployed along
the border with Israel. Thus, Jordanian military power is a key factor used in determining -
Israeli defense policy.

Although it is not a major regional military power, as is Syria, Jordan has taken steps to
upgrade and expand its armed forces. Between 1981 and 1985, Jordan imported over $4 billion
worth of arms, during a period in which its GNP amounted to $17.5 billion--in other words, an
annual arms import level equal to about 23 percent of the country’s GNP34 The quantitative
results of this expansion are shown in the table below.3’

32 Estimates of civilian casualties range from 10,000 to 30,000. Reporters were not
perniitted into the city for several months. ;
33 A Levran and ‘Major Rami’, "Jordanian Army Modernization Plan Detailed"; Ba
Mahane, 5/25/88 (Cited in F.B.LS., Daily Report: Near East & South Asia, 6/2/88).
World Military Expenditures and Arms Transfers, op. cit.
5 Most of the data in the table are from The Military Balance, op.cit.
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Element JORDAN ISRAEL
Total troops 80,000 141,000
(non-reserve)

Reserve troops 35,000 504,000
Combat planes 109 676
Armed helicopters 24 76
Tanks 1,000 3,900
Artillery guns and mortars 600 - 1,000

Much of the Jordanian effort at improving the military has been aimed at the air force.
For instance. a recently concluded agreement with France provides for the modernization of
the kingdom’s 32 or so existing Mirage F-1’s, as well as the sale of 20 new Mirage 2000 DAs
at $23 million each3® This supplements the more than 65 older American-made F-SE fighters
in the Jordanian arsenal.

Similar efforts went into the upgrading of Jordanian SAM batteries. Recent Soviet
deliveries included mobile SA-8s:37 these supplement the existing 14 batteries of improved
Hawk SAMs, which provide a radius of air defense reaching into the Samarian foothills on the
western fringe of the Jordan valley.

In the words of two leading Israeli military analysts,

The Jordanian Army, especially the land forces, is considered the most
modern and qualitative of all Arab armies. The various land forces have
basically completed the reorganization plan outlined as a result of the
Yom Kippur War. The main goal of this plan is the construction of a
small, armored, and mobile army with great fire l:at:ﬂ.wer.3B

By itself, the Jordanian military could not pose a serious challenge to the IDF. Never-.
theless, this small yet efficient force could make a decisive contribution to an Arab war
coalition. Hopefully, Israel will be able to maintain its tacit state of peaceful coexistence
with the Hashemite Kingdom. This of course presupposes that King Hussein will maintain his
current pragmatic policy and will be able to suppress any radical Palestinian challenges to his
rule, as he did in 1970.

3. Irag

As long as Irag was bogged down in its war with Iran, the Iraqi forces did not con-
stitute a serious direct threat to Israel. But what will occur now that the war appears to be
coming to an end? Will Iragi units once again be used in a general Arab war against
Israel? Will they use their SSMs, which can hit Tel Aviv? These are crucial questions for

36 jane’s Defence Weekly, 2/13/88. .
37 A. Levran and M. Rami, op. cit.
8 Ibid.
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medium- and long-range Israeli strategic planning.

The Iragi armed forces have tripled in size since 1980;*° they now probably include 40
divisions with over one million men in active service (see table below"'o). Iraq is now the
world’s leading arms importer4!  As a result of the eight-year war with Iran, these forces
now constitute an experienced, relatively efficient fighting machine.

Element IRAQ ISRAEL -
Total troops 1,000,000 141,000
(non-reserve)

Reserve troops 650,000 504,000 .
Combat planes | > 500 676
Armed helicopters 150 76
Tanks 4500 3,900
Naval combat vessels 22 : 29
Artillerj-,* guns and mortars A 3,500 1,100

The Iran-Iraq war has seen extensive use of missile warfare. No conflict since World
War II has witnessed a broader use of SSMs against population centers. Iraq has used both
the SS-21s and the Scud-Bs; the latter were modified to increase their range from the
original 175 to 560 miles.#2 Last winter, more than 200 missiles were fired on urban targets
in the so-called "War of the Cities"; over 2,000 people were killed.*3

This war has been one of the most brutal conflicts in recent memory, replete with
atrocities such as the use by Iran of children to detonate minefields and attacks by both sides
on soldiers and civilians with chemical weapons. This latter phenomenon has particular
significance for the Arab-Israeli conflict. As the Israeli foreign ministry has said,

It is essential that the international community not allow such atrocities as
the chemical assaults by Iraq to pass without worldwide condemnation.
Passivity would only send a dangerous signal to those in the region who might
feel that they are, therefore, free to use whatever instruments of "violence
they choose.*4

In other words, a dangerous precedent has been set: chemical warfare in the Middle
East has been legitimized. Israel must therefore take the threat of such an attack (whether
emanating from Syria, Iraq, or another state) even more seriously than before.

39 AIPAC, op. cit. .
40 Most of the data in the table are from The Military Balance, op. cit. Reserve Iraqi
troops include the para-military Peoples Army.
1 AIPAC, op. cit.
42 p, Ottoway in the Washington Post, 5/26/88.
3 W. R. Doerner in Time magazine, 7/4/88.
44 Israeli foreign ministry, Chemical Warfare in the Persian Gulf, 3/29/88.
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In the March, 1988 attack on Halabja (where the Iraqgis reportedly attacked their own
Kurdish civilians, killing some 5,000 and injuring up to 10,000 others), the Iraqis used cyanide
vapor, sulphuric mustard gas, and nerve gas. The Iraqi arsenal contains two main types of
nerve gas: Sarin and Tabun®® Tabun, first developed by the Nazis, is probably the most
deadly chemical weapon in the Middle East. Even a tiny dose can cause convulsions, paralysis
and death in a very short time. Iraq is now capable of producing four tons per month each
of Sarin and Tabun, as well as 60 tons per month of mustard gas.®6 There have also been
recent reports that Iraq is developing a germ warfare capability.4

In summary, Iraq now has a huge, battle-tested army which is capable of conducting a
major war on more than one front. The Iraqi army possesses chemical weapons, and has
shown a readiness to use them. SSMs exist in the Iraqi arsenal which could deliver chemical
and other warheads to targets in Israel. When the war with Iran finally comes to an end, the
government of Saddam Hussein will have the option of using its military might to pursue
various strategic objectives in the region -- an evenmallt}' that could possibly entail armed
confrontation with Israel.

4. Saudi Arabia

This country has not traditionally been considered a major military power, yet it has
conducted a massive build-up during recent years. With a population of only 13.4 million in
1985, the Saudis were ranked fifth in the world in total military expenditures in the same
year; in arms imports they were second only to Iraq®® Saudi Arabia now spends almost
twice as much per soldier as does the U.S. ($262,000 vs. $136,000).4°

The current strength of the Saudi armed forces is shown below:>°

45 Jane’s Defence Weekly, 2/277/88.
46 1hig.
47 rane’s Defence Weekly, 1/9/88.
World Military Expenditures and Arms Tramrs op. cit. Saudi Arabia’s annual
defense budget has now reached $17 billion (S. Gabai in Ma’ariv, 7/15/88). -
AIPAC, op. cit.
50 Most of the data in the table are from The Military Balance, op. cit.
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Element SAUDI ARABIA ISRAEL
Total tfoops | 75,000 - 141,000
(non-reserve)

Reserve troops : (none) 504,000
Combat planes 226 676
Armed helicopters 20 76
Tanks o 550 3,900
Naval combat vessels 20 29

Artillery guns and mortars : 700 1,100

The U.S. supplied $31 billion worth of hardware (such as AWACS planes, F-15s, and
missile ships) and other military aid to Saudi Arabia from 1978 to 19875! However, a recent
$450 million arms deal announced by the Administration ran into opposition from a number of
Senators, due in part to the recent disclosure of Chinese missile sales to the Saudis. Many
observers here were angry that the deal had been kept secret; others were concerned that
the missiles might represent a threat to Israel’s security.

The Chinese reportedly agreed in summer, 1987 to sell "Dong Feng" (East Wind) missiles
to Saudi Arabia. The Dong Feng intermediate range ballistic missile, powered by liquid fuel,
has a range of over 1600 miles5? Although this 20-year-old model is relatively inaccurate, it
can “penetrate virtually any ordinary air defense system.">3 It can be fitted with chemical or
nuclear warheads.

Most analysts now agree that the primary Saudi motivation in this $3-3.5 billion purchase
was to acquire a formidable deterrent against Iranian attack. The Saudis sought a massive,
visible weapon that would be taken seriously by Iran.>4

Armed with a conventional warhead, the Dong Feng does not pose a serious threat to
Israel’s security. According to Major Gen. Avihu Ben Nun, commander of the Israeli air force,
if the missile is conventionally armed, :

31 p, Ottoway in the Washington Post, 7/8/88.

2 p. Ottoway .in Washington Post, 4/5/88. Because the Dong Feng is powered by liquid
fuel, it can take as long as 5 hours to prepare the missile for firing.
3 Economist, 3/26/88. _ . _

54 For example, this is the view held by Mark Kagan, a former Middle East analyst at
the US. Department of Defense, and currently a military analyst at Jane’s Information Group
in Washington. He adds that Israel was probably not a significant factor in the Saudi decision
to acquire the Dong Feng, rather, Saudi calculations were dominated by their fear of an
Iranian threat. To the extent that the Saudis took the Israelis into account when they made
the decision to acquire the missiles, says Kagan, a good case can be made that the Saudis
believed that the Israelis would "understand” that the missiles would not be directed at them,
but rather used as a deterrent against Iran. Apparently, he notes, they miscalculated in their
perception of the Israeli perception.



it is just another big bomb. . . The Chinese have 50, so they might sell
the Saudis 25. That is just 25 more bombs in the equation. Politically,
it is a bigger threat than it is militarily.33 '

With a chemical or nuclear device, however, it could add a substantial offensive weapon to an
Arab coalition at war with Israel.

After news of the sale became public, there was speculation that the Israelis might
launch a pre-emptive strike on the missile sites>® Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, when
queried on the likelihood of such a move, noted that "the possibility always exists."37
Perhaps to assuage both Israeli and American fears, the Saudis have issued assurances that the
missiles will not be armed with a nuclear warhead, and have declared their intention to sign
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty>8

Perhaps due to the stalling of the US. arms sale, the Saudis have concluded a colossal
deal with Great Britain. The package, which contains virtually no restrictions regarding the
use or deployment of the weapons, will total well over $20 billion. Included in the sale are
the multi-role Tormado jet, mine-hunting vessels, helicopters, and the construction of air
bases.®® The Tornado is a plane known for its air-to-ground attack capabilities; within a few
years, the Saudis will have acquired (from this and previous deals) about 130 of them.50
These aircraft will supplement the 60 F-15 and 120 F-5 American-made fighters which are
already in use.51 It is clear that Saudi Arabia is intent on building a major air force that
will be comparable to the best in the region.

The Saudi arms build-up has reached such proportions that the armed forces do not have
the personnel and resources needed to absorb much of the newly acquired equipment. This
fact has led to speculation that the Saudis may wish to participate in a future Arab war
against Israel by sending only materiel, and not actual fighting units. Whatever the Saudi
motivation, the stockpiling will probably lead to pressure on the desert kingdom to aid any
Arab war coalition that may materialize.

5. Esypt

After fighting five wars with Israel in the space of only 25 years, Egypt signed a peace
treaty with the Jewish state. The peace has now lasted a decade, and will hopefully continue
for many more. Although Israel was required to relinquish control of the Sinai, the demilitar-
ization of this area bestows several strategic benefits on Israel, not least of which is the need
to maintain only a small number of troops on the Egyptian border. This allows the IDF to
concentrate its forces where they are most needed, particularly on the Golan Heights.

55 H. Fierst and S. Bryan, "Israel’s Security 1988: Living With Unresolved Problems.”
JINSA Security Affairs, 6/88. '

There was also speculation that the Dong Feng's guidance system was developed with
the assistance of Israeli scientists. Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin dismissed such
reports as groundless (Washington Post, 5/24/88).

57 p. Ottoway in the Washington Post, 3/23/88:
S8 jane’s Defence Weekly, 5/7/88.
R. Pear in the New York Times, 7/11/88.
0 E. Rosen in Ma’ariv, 7/15/88.
1k Kaplan in the Jerusalem Post, 7/12/88.
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Despite the peace, Egypt lS a potential adversary which Israel must consider when it
engages in strategic planning, especially for the long term. The current peace is cool at best

and possibly headed into a freeze. Should the Egyptians have serious second thoughts about
the peace treaty, the ramifications could be very severe.
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The Egyptian army has changed dramatically since the Yom Kippur War. There are now
less than half the number of infantry divisions, but twice as many armored and mechanized
divisions as there were in 197362 "First echelon” U.S.-made M-60 A-3 tanks were added;
they now account for over 1/3 of all Egyptian tanks.5® Total Egyptian strength is summarized
in the table below:54

Element EGYPT ISRAEL
Total trooi;s : . © 445,000 .. 141,000
(non-reserve) : : ,

Reserve troppé 604,000 _ 504,000
Combat planes 441 676
Armed helicopters | 53 76
Tanks - : 2,250 3,900
Naval combat vessels 83 29
Artillery g;ms and mortars . 2,200 ; : 1,100

The Egyptian air force now possesses over 90 high 'quality Western aircraft, such as the
F-16 C and D and the French-made Mirage 2000.5 Pilots who fly the aforementioned jets
were trained in the U.S. and France, respectively.

A strong emphasis has been placed on improving air defense capability. The old Soviet-
supplied SAM-6 batteries were joined by the French Crotale, the U.S. Hawk and Chaparral,
and the domestically produced Saqr hand-held surface-to-air missile.%

Since 1973, Egypt has developed into a major regional producer of weapons. Much of
the financing for production has come from the Persian Gulf states. In 1975, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, and the U.A.E. founded the Arab Organization for Industrialization
(A.O.L), the parent organization of Egyptian arms manufacturing. While the Gulf states pulled
out of the A.OI in 1979 in protest over Egypt's relations with Israel, they are now actively
seeking to restore their pre-1979 role in the organization®’ Egyptian products include the

62 Middle East Military Balance, op. cit.

63 Tbid,

64 Most of the data in the table are from The Military Balance, op.cit.

5 Ibid. In addition, the Egyptians have "abandoned Soviet air operational doctrine in

favor of the Western model.” ' ' .

66 Tbid. |

67 A good indication of the Gulf states’ re-entry was the arms fair recently held in the
U.AE,, in which Egypt displayed and sold its wares.
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"October" class fast attack boat, the Sagr missile, Swingfire anti-tank missiles, the Aero-
spatiale Gazelle attack helicopter, and 90 percent of the ammunition needs of the Egyptian
army.%®  Egypt is also developing ballistic missiles in three separate programs, including a
joint 6\.;;enture with Argentina that will eventually produce a missile with a range of over 500
miles.

The US. Government recently approved an unusual plan that would enable the Egyptians
to co-produce over 500 top-of-the-line M-1A1 tanks. The tanks will be partially built in the
U.S., and then sent to Egypt for final assembly. Egypt has received numerous other weapons
systems from the U.S., including the F-16 fighter plane (84 received as of January 1988, with
80 additional ordered).”® There have also been joint U.S.-Egyptian maneuvers, such as a
simulated sea invasion, with the U. S. acting as "invader.”

In conclusion, Egypt is a growing regional military power, though not yet on a par with
either Israel or Syria. Perhaps most significant is Egyptian arms production, which will no
doubt boost both Egypt’s military capability as well as its capacity for independent action.
For the time being, Egypt stands outside of the Arab rejectionist circle. It is of major
importance to Israeli security that this situation continue.

IV. The Defense of Israel

1. Recent Changes

From 1974 until the mid-1980s, Israel steadily expanded and upgraded its armed forces.
By 1986, Israel possessed double the number of aircraft, tanks, and land divisions that it had
at the end of 1973.71 A peak of sorts was reached in 1984, when Israel spent nearly $6.5
billion on defense.”? But since that time, budgetary constraints have necessitated continual
spending cuts; Israel has cut military spending by 20 percent over the last two years.”?
According to Jane’s Defence Weekly (2/6/88), the 1988-89 budget apportions only $3.23 billion
to the military. : .

As a result of the spending cuts, Israel has "sidelined dozens of good aircraft,"’® and
Israeli pilots now receive fewer hours of training than do their Jordanian counterparts. At
least one mechanized army division has been disbanded, and thousands of professional soldiers
laid off because of budgetary constraints.”

Yet another aspect of the Israeli military effort that has suffered lately is arms produc-
tion and export. In 1982, the value of Israel’'s arms exports peaked at $390 million (7.4
percent of total Israeli exports in that year).”® However, Israeli arms manufacturing has
declined since that time, due to cuts in defense spending, the ebb in world demand, strong

68 Jane’s Defence Weekly, 4/9/88. .
W. S. Carus, Missiles in the Middle East: A New Threat to Stability. Washington
Institute for Near East Policy, 6/88.
P. Grier in the Christian Science Monitor, 1/28/88.
1 Middle East Military Balance, op. cit.
72 World Military Expenditures and Arms Transfers, op. cit.
.73 ATPAC, op. cit. ; P -
74 Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin, quoted in the Middle East Military Balance,
op. cit. . :
75 Tbid. -
76 Worid Military Expenditures and Arms Transfers, op. cit.
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competition from new producers, and the cancellation of the $19 billion Lavi fighter plane
project. During the last couple of years, 10,000 defense industry jobs have been lost.”’

Other developments in this period have been positive, however. The United States has
recognized Israel as a major non-NATO ally. The level of military aid from the U.S. has been
maintained’8, with a new Memorandum of Understanding further consolidating the growing
strategic cooperation between the two countries. The latest US. arms sale to Israel includes
75 advanced F-16 fighter planes.”® -

Despite the cuts, Israel has continued to seek qualitative enhancement of its military.
Older aircraft have been overhauled, an exam&le being the installation of new engines for the
country’s considerable stock of F-4 Phantoms: In addition to its F-4s and Kfirs, Israel now
has about 200 very high quality aircraft. Tanks have been upgraded; the latest generation of
the acclaimed Merkava ("chariot") tank is now rolling off the assembly line. The new Mapatz
laser-targeted anti-tank missile is superior to the older TOW.

2. The Evolution of Israeli Defense Policy

It is both interesting and necessary to review Israeli’s development of a coherent, viable
defense posture that could fit its almost untenable strategic dilemma. As the story unfolds,
we will begin to understand the various constraints, problems, and solutions associated with
the country’s defense. Only with a proper understanding of these parameters can one
purpose to evaluate the military balance, and with its Israel’s strategic predicament, as they
exist today.

The nature of Israeli demography and geography have necessitated a specific type of
defense system, which in turn lends itself to certain advantages and disadvantages in the
field. The structure of Israeli defense has burdened Israel with certain built-in vulnerabilities,
and serious constraints as to the type of strategy and warfare in which it may engage.

The political nature of the Arab world confronts Israel with a complex set of strategic
constraints. In Arab politics there is little in the way of stability; virtually no democracy;
assassinations and coups d’état are common; religion and politics are intertwined; and alliances
are formed and dissolved with great frequency. In such an unpredictable environment, Israeli
strategic planning can assume nothing. This has placed a great amount of strain on the IDF,
which always had to plan, equip, and train itself for an abnormally wide range of contin-.
gencies.

As we saw earlier, the Israelis are far outnumbered by the Arabs (about 37 to 1).
Israel’s small standing army could not hope, without further reinforcement, to defend the
country against a major attack. Thus an elaborate system of reserve duty was developed early
on to provide the armed forces with enough soldiers to overcome the massive inferiority in
manpower. In general, the standing army was expected to provide a first line of defense
during the initial days of war, until the reserves could be fully mobilized. Today, over 14
percent of the population serve in either the standing army (including conscripts and profes-

77 Jane s Defence Weekly, 1/9/88
At the level of $1.8 billion annually; it takes the form of Foreign Military Sales
(FMS% credits.
9¢ ongressional Quarterly, 4/23/88.
0 The data in this paragraph are from the Middle East Military Balance, op. cit.
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sional soldiers) or the reserves.8!

This reserve framework has often been dubbed "a nation in arms."®2 Although it has
served to bind the society together, the system has placed a heavy burden on Israeli society,
measured in economic and social terms. It also contains a built-in strategic deficiency: while
enough military manpower can be mobilized to fight a short war, any protracted conflict
would place an unbearable financial and social strain on the country. There is another related
constraint that must be factored into the strategic equation: both Israel and the Arabs know
that because of Israel’s limited manpower, size and resources, it cannot conquer and hold large
chunks of Arab territory. :

Not only was the new state of Israel deficient in manpower, it was faced with vulnerable
borders as well (see map on next page). Dwarfed in size by the Arab states, Israeli military
planners had to contend with a long, oddly shaped country, at some points only 9 miles wide.
In addition, both the Jordanian and Syrian armies controlled high ground (the Golan Heights
and the Samarian hills) that overlooked the Israeli heartland and other critical targets.

This marked disadvantage was partially overcome by employing the concept of "area
defense." Area defense, roughly stated, is the speedy transformation of a civilian settlement
into a military emplacement in the event of war. This provided Israel, albeit artificially, with
the "strategic depth" it otherwise lacked; in other words, this system would “thicken” a narrow
expanse of territory, thus providing the country with obstacles to invasion that normally
derive from a wider tract of open land. In using area defense, Israel hoped that these
settlements would absorb the first blow of an enemy attack, giving the reserves time to
mobilize, and enabling crack IDF units to be preserved for counterattack.

Soon after Israel’s independence, it was realized that even reliance on area defense and
on the reserves was a relatively risky policy. Waiting passively for an Arab onslaught would
expose the population to unwarranted danger, not only from surprise attack, but also from the
disruption resulting from a prolonged mobilization of the reserves. To deal with this situa-
tion, Israel developed a strategy of pre-emptive strikes that would respond to a casus belli, a
hostile enemy action that constitutes an act of war. A pre-emptive strike, in addition to
denying the Arabs the initiative at the outset of hostilities, would also serve to carry the war
onto enemy territory, thus preventing the potentially catastrophic conduct of the war within
Israel’s borders. Pre-emption was employed successfully at the opening of the Six Day War,
when Israel was faced with imminent Arab invasion.

As the Israeli defense structure and strategic doctrine developed, it became clear that
efforts would have to be concentrated on three aspects of the military: armor, intelligence
and air power. Armor is important because it is the form of warfare most suited to the aging
soldiers of reserve units. It also has the advantage of concentrating a great amount of
firepower into highly mobile units needing fewer personnel than, say, an infantry unit.

Intelligence is critical because of Israel’s vulnerability to surprise attack, and to the
large asymmetry in men, hardware, and territory. Put simply, Israel can hardly afford serious
mistakes. This point was made abundantly clear at the outset of the Yom Kippur War, when
largely due to an intelligence failure the IDF was unprepared for the Arab armies’ surprise
attack.

81 1pe Military Balance, op. cit.
For example, see D. Horowitz, "Strategic Limitations of ‘A Nation in Arms™; Armed
Forces and Society, 13 (2), Winter 1987.
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Since control of the skies is a prerequisite for any successful pre-emptive strike, Israel
has placed a tremendous emphasis on maintaining air superiority over the Arab states. This
task is quite difficult, as any conceivable Arab coalition could easily muster a much greater
number of planes. Until recently, the Israelis have compensated for their quantitative
inferiority by maintaining superior hardware, training, planning, and support services. But
this qualitative edge has been slipping of late, as the Arab states improve and expand their
air power as well as their SAM capability. = Consider Jordan, for example. Its primary
combat plane has been the Northrup F-5E, which is inferior to the Israelis’ F-16. But this
qualitative advantage will be somewhat eroded when Jordan takes delivery of the new Mirage
2000 fighter planes.®3 '

Pre-emption, casus belli and area defense were considered less crucial in the post-1967
era, when Israel suddenly became endowed with new territory. Such laxity was dealt a serious
blow by the events of the Yom Kippur War, which, inter alia, showed that even the strategic
depth provided by the occupied territories was a poor substitute for initiative in the early
stages of an Arab-Israeli war. :

Rebuilding Israel’s defense infrastructure and strategic doctrine in the wake of that war
presented a variety of challenges. The IDF had quickly to bring its units up to pre-1973
strength, in order to deter a new Arab campaign, and to boost Israel’s bargaining position in
the post-war disengagement negotiations. Since many regular and reserve units were Kkept
mobilized and at the front for months after the war, the IDF filled the manpower gap at
rear-line bases by assigning new roles to its female conscriptss. Women began to serve as
instructors in all-male combat units, and in a variety of other functions that support these
units.

The post-1973 era also saw the return of area defense (though not always applauded by
all members of the defense establishment) and of a "vigorous reliance” on casus belli 84
According to Middle East specialist Avner Yaniv, both the Sinai and Golan disengagement
agreements in the wake of the Yom Kippur War in effect represented "a tacit recognition that
certain specified changes by either side in the military status quo would constitute sufficient
cause for the other side to resort to force."8 The casus belli resurgence culminated in the
1981 announcement by then-Defense Minister Ariel Sharon of seven specific hostile actions
that Israel would henceforth consider to be acts of war.

The pre-emption philosophy has received added ‘impctus in recent years due to the threat
of nuclear, biological, and chemical warfare. As one military analyst has written, ''Israel is
acutely vulnerable to mass destruction wcaq:»om‘»."86 Since there is no foolproof defense

83 Former Israeli air force deputy commander Y. Somekh has pointed out that an
important benefit of clear Israeli air superiority vis-a-vis Jordan has been that "Israel has
been able to minimize her deployment of ground forces at the Jordan front, on the assumption
that her air force could hold back any threatening Jordanian movement until reserves were
called up or other ground forces transferred.”" ("Supply of F-16 Aircraft to Jordan: The
Military Ramifications for Israel" Middle East Review, Fall/Winter 1982-83). For the time
being, the Israeli advantage is in effect: F-SEs still make up about two-thirds of the
Jordanian air force.

84 A. Yaniv, Deterrence Without the Bomb: The Politics of Israeli Strategy. Lexington,
Mass: Lexington Books, 1987.

85 mid.

86 A. Haselkorn, "Arab-Israeli Conflict: Implications of Mass Destruction Weapons."
Global Affairs, Winter 1988.
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against these weapons, and the Arabs know that Israel cannot tolerate any significant number
of casualties, a "balance of terror" is not a preferable option. Rather, Israel has found it
necessary to act before an Arab state could launch a successful first strike; thus thc 1981
Israeli bombing of the Osirak nuclear facility in Iraq.

IDF operational doctrine also underwent profound changes in the post-1973 era. Diverse
units became connected through the gradual implementation of HaKrav HaMeshulay (the
integrated combat team), which facilitated coordinated operations among different types of
forces (armor, infantry, air force, etc.). In addition, the IDF concentrated on the development
of a "long-arm" capability that would enable it to hit targets far beyond the borders of
Israel. The long-arm would provide the necessary tools for pre-emptive strikes, and could also
be used to attack an expeditionary force en route to Israel.

Israel also had to adapt to the so-called "revolution” in electronic warfare.  This
revolution has manifested itself primarily in the fields of Precision-Guided Munitions (PGMs)
and C31 (Command, Control, Communications and Intelligence) systems. In the battlefield of
the future, "the art of practical fire-power concentration will be largely replaced by, the art
of rapid target acquisition.”” Israel has done its utmost to integrate PGMs and C I systems
into its armed forces; it is also manufacturing much of the relevant hardware itself.

3. Countering the SSM Threat

The IDF has managed to provide a workable solution to all of the challenges it has faced
thus far. Although the threat of Arab surface-to-surface missiles (SSMs) and non-conventional
weaponry looms large, the IDF has responded. According to Israeli Chief of Staff Lt. Gen
Dan Shomron: “

. the moment such weapons [advanced SSMs] exist and when, for
example, they are equipped with chemical warheads, the damage can
definitely be enormous. Qur answers . . . will be in various spheéres:
offensively, in terms of our ability to strike at the missiles and their
launchers; second, in terms of the endurance of the civilian population
and the ability to minimize the damage to the rearguard; third, in terms
of our ability to develop means capable of intercepting surface-to-surface
missiles in flight from their launching point to the target.38

~ Israel is developing, with American support, an “anti-tactical ballistic missile” (ATBM)
that is capable of intercepting incoming SSMs. The Arrow missile ("Chetz" in Hebrew), which
grew out' of Strategic Defense Initiative research, will cost a total of $160 million to
develop.®® The U.S, in a Memorandum of Understanding signed with Israel in Junc, 1988,
committed itself to funding 80 percent of the project.%®

The Israelis have also developed a formidable SSM of their own, the Jericho. ;Specula-
tion in professional journals pegs the Jericho’s range at around 500 miles, with an "improved"

87 7. Lanir, "The Qualitative Factor in the Israeli-Arab Arms Race of the Late 1980%s."
IDF Joumnal, 3(1), Fall 1985.
As heard on Israeli radio, 6/20/88. Reported in Foreign Broadcast Informanon
Service, Daily Report: Near East and South Asia, 6/21/88. .
89 D, Ottoway in the Washington Post, 6/29/88.
0 E. Sciolino in the New York Times, 6/30/88.
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version supposedly reaching as far as 870 miles®! In addition, Israel has developed a new
air-to-ground missile, code-named "Purple Fist,” whose electromagnetic homing system is
designed for attacking SAM installations. 2

To augment these new weapons, the air force is assuming a greater role in the elimina-
tion of enemy missile sites. If, in a future war, it will be necessary for Israel to launch a
pre-emptive strike at Syrian SSM emplacements, most of the work would be done by the air
force.  Unfortunately, this would limit its ground support function, as such planes will ‘be
less able to serve as "flying artillery."

4. The ian Front

Even when considered in isolation from other Arab states, Syria poses a considerable
military threat to Israel. Although Assad may some day be able to achieve his goal of
“strategic parity” with Israel, he has yet to acquire it. Nevertheless, Syria may have reached
the point where it believes that a military engagement with Israel may be politically profit-
able. Some Israeli military experts believe that the Syrian army has achieved strategic parity
with IDF forces allocated to the Syrian front, although not with the IDF as a whole®?
According to Moshe Maoz, an expert on Syria at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Syria is
now capable of launching its own "blitzkrieg" attack to conquer a large portion of the Golan
Heigh;i. If successful, such a move would give Syria a significant strategic edge over
Israel.

It is important to remember that the Assad regime will move militarily against Israel if it
perceives the moment to be auspicious. According to Yair Evron, a specialist on the Israel-
Syrian strategic relationship, the Syrian calculus of the costs and benefits of a military action
is based on three factors: assessment of the military balance, the Soviet commitment to the
Assad regime, and the shifting tides of inter-Arab relations® Note that the enemy’s
(Israel’s) resolve, a key factor in any deterrence equation, is already assumed here. As
recently as the 1981 SAM missile crisis, Israel demonstrated its readiness to fight against
Syria when it perceived its basic security interests were being threatened. Israeli resolve was
again effectively communicated during the Israeli/Syrian air war over Lebanon in June of 1982,
when over 80 Syrian planes were shot down, with aimost no Israeli losses.

There have been indications over the past several years that the Kremlin is pushing Syria
to take a more moderate stance toward Israel. At a Moscow state dinner for Assad in April,
1987, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, after noting Israel’s need for "peace and a secure
existence,” declared that "changes in relations with Israel are conceivable only in the main-
stream of the process of settlement in the Middle East"% Since that time, however, the
basic tenor of Syrian policy on Israel has not changed, and the Soviet commitment to Syria
continues to be firm. '

In conclusion, as long as Syria ‘must act alone against Israel, and Assad feels strategic

91 Yosef Harif in Ma 'ariv, 7/1/88.
2 Middle East Military Balance, op. cit.
93 D. Sade in Yediot Aharonot, 5/30/88. Cited in Foreign Broadcast Information Service,
Daily Report: Near East & South Asia, 6/2/88.
94 E. Fletcher, "Syria’s Military Might Has Grown." Jewish Week, 5/27/88.
.95 War and Intervention in Lebanon: The Israeli-Syrian Deterrence Dialogue. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins, 1987.
96 C. Bohlen in the Washington Post, 5/1/87.
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parity has not been reached, he will probably not initiate a new round of hostilities.] How-
ever, this state of affairs might well change if Syria’s continued military build-up is accom-
panied by a desire in the Arab world for a new military campaign against Israel.

. 5. The West Bank

‘One of the most important questions relating to the Arab-Israel conflict is the salience
of the West Bank to Israel’s security. For the majority in Israel, the advisability of with-
drawal from. parts of this area is contingent upon the security risk inherent in such an
action. |

There is no doubt that deployment of the army throughout the West Bank’s 2,100 square
miles improves Israel’s ability to withstand invasion. The border with Jordan, which was long
and unwieldy before 1967, has been shortened considerably. Jordanian units used to look down
on Israel’s coastal plain from the high ground of the Samarian hills. Today, these same hills
provide radar stations that add four critical minutes to the warning time Israel has to
respond to air attack from the east?” The Jordan River provides a first line of defense
against armored attack, and the West Bank's central ridge has steep foothills which can be
crossed by vehicles only through a series of deeply cut ravines ("wadis").

Shortly after the Six Day War, the US. Joint Chiefs of Staff conducted an investigation
into the "minimum territory" Israel would need to control on the West Bank in order to
adequately defend itself. The report concluded that

from a strictly military point of view, Israel would require the retention |
of some captured territory in order to provide militarily defensible |
borders. . .as a minimum, Israel would need a defense line generally along |
the axis Bardala-Tubas-Nablus-Bira-Jerusalem and then to the northern |
part of the Dead Sea.%® '

In other words, Israel would have to retain over half the area of the West Bank.

The Allon Plan of 1967, which influenced Israeli government policy for a decade, was
“based on the concept of territorial compromise. The plan advocated Israeli withdrawal from
heavily populated Arab areas of the West Bank, along with the continuation of full Israeli
control of virtually the entire Jordan Valley, thus leaving intact a defense wall against
invasion from the east. -Although no longer under official consideration, the Allon Plan
demonstrated that it may be possible to safeguard Israel’s security while lessemng the extent
of occupation. i
|

Recently, some experts have cast doubt on either the necessity of parts of the iarea for
Israeli security, and/or on the wisdom of holding this security asset in light of the ;costs of
continued occupation. A group of around 150 retired Israeli colonels and generals have formed
the Council for Peace and Security, which calls on the Israeli public to be ready for terri-
torial compromise in the West Bank and Gaza. Brigadier General Ephraim Sneh, former head
of the Civil Administration of the occupied territories, has suggested that the problem of early
warning might be solved by other means, such as AWACS planes.

97 Assuming exclusive reliance on ground stations. From A. Shalev, Kav Hagana
beYehuda veShomron. Tel Aviv: Hakibbutz HaMeuchad, 1982.

8 S. M. Averick and S. J. Rosen, The Importance of the "West Bank” and Gaza to
Israel’s Security (AIPAC 1985).



Another group of senior reserve officers, seeking to counterbalance the Council, has
formed an organization entitled "Officers and Academics for. Security and Peace." They do not
advocate full, indefinite Israeli control of the entire West Bank, but rather warn the  public
that "a significant concession on these territories represents a serious danger to Israel"®
(emphasis ours). If the entire area would be relinquished, they say, "the security balance will
be upset and hasten the next war."100

It is important to bear in mind that Israel’s security needs on the West Bank also depend
on the nature of the regime in Amman, and its intentions toward Israel. A formalized and
sincere peace between the two countries could ease Israel’s defense burden in the West Bank.
Conversely, the continued de jure state of war between Israel and Jordan compels Israel to
seek and develop every possible defensive advantage from its control of the area.

6. Summary

In its 40 years of modern statehood, Israel has had to be very creative and unorthodox
in its search for security. By employing such methods as "a nation in arms" and pre-emptive
attack, the vast asymmetry in manpower, land, and resources was overcome. Strategic
disadvantages were also surmounted by concentrating efforts in certain aspects of the military
(such as air power) and by maintaining qualitative superiority, both human and technological.
Arab SSMs and Syrian military advances now pose the most serious threat to Israel’s qualita-
tive edge. For the time being Israel seems capable of forestalling or, at worst, repelling any
major military campaign against it.

V. Summary and Policy Recommendations

Israel today faces a still generally hostile Arab world that possesses an overwhelming
quantitative advantage and poses a growing qualitative challenge. Even as a nation in arms,
Israel cannot hope to match the numbers or resources of the Arab world, which dwarfs it in
size, population, and financial power. The gap between Israel and the surrounding Arab states
is not much more encouraging. The question is, now that the technological gap is being
closed, can Israel maintain an advantage solely through superior manpower?

Israel, far from being a "superpower” which can easily crush any opponent or combination
thereof, is actually a small state which must relentlessly pursue every creative option open to
it in order to preserve its survival. One of these creative options has been the evolution of
a strategic doctrine based on pre-emption. Theory has been put into practice on several
occasions, with positive results. It is not clear whether pre-emption can successfully deal
with actual chemical or nuclear attack, or conventional missile attacks on urban areas.
Perhaps the new Arrow missile and similar defensive weaponry will prov:cle a strong deterrent
and a workable defenswe system.

Israeli dcterrenoc must be aimed first and foremost at Syria. This country, with its
belligerent stance and its expanded arsenal of state-of-the-art Soviet weaponry, is the most
likely to launch a strike at Israel's heartland. Syria is also most likely to serve as the force
pushing for a new Arab war coalition. Given the shifting tide of inter-Arab politics, such an
occurrence is. a definite possibility. The possession of modern, well-equipped armies may
convince Arab leaders that a new round against Israel is a workable option.

9 k. Kaplan in the Jerusalem Posr 9/3/83.
100 pyig,
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In light of the findings of this paper, we would make the following policy recommenda-
tions to any other group or individual concerned with Israel’s security:

1) Emphasize to the American public the overwhelming asymmetry of land, resources,
population, and armed forces in the Arabs’ favor. It is important to counteract the
widespread myth of an enormous, omnipotent Israel, dwarfing and cowing the powerless
Arab states.

2) Support US. military aid to Israel in general, with particular attention to critical
projects such as the Arrow ATBM. U.S. aid and strategic cooperation with Israel are
crucial for providing Israel with the weapons necessary for deterrence and defense
against Arab attack. What has saved Israel from destruction in the past is its qualitative
edge. Joint US.-Israeli research, production, and maneuvers can help to maintain that
edge. '

3) Oppose sales of sophisticated arms to the rejectionist Arab countries that would
boost their offensive capability vis-a-vis Israel. This includes both hard-line states like
Syria, as well as so-called "moderate” states such as Saudi Arabia. The latter still does
not recognize Israel, continues to fund both Syria and the PLO, and has participated in
almost all wars against Israel. A high price, in terms of safeguards for Israel's security
and cooperation with the U.S., should be exacted before the US. sells advanced equip-
ment to these states.

Tighter discipline among the Western powers will be necessary in order to avoid
caving in to Arab manipulation. The Arab states, most visibly Saudi Arabia, have proven
themselves quite adept at exploiting the lack of Western coordination conccmmg the
proliferation of advanced offensive weaponry in the Middle East.

4) The Administration and Congress should be supported in their opposition to the
proliferation of Chinese missiles in the Middle East.!%! In July, the Senate passed a
resolution criticizing Chinese missile sales, declaring that "if these sales and policies are
not discontinued, the United States should reassess its relations with the People’s
Republic of China and re-examine agreements or contemplated agreements provided for
arms and technology transfers to the People’s Republic of China."102

In April, 1987, the U.S. concluded an agreement with Japan and five major Western
powers to control the export of missiles with ranges over 190 miles. Such anti-prolifera-
tion action should be expanded, with an eye towards bringing in the USSR and China.
The ongoing talks between the U.S. and the Soviet Union aimed at limiting sales of
missiles to the Middle East are a step in the right direction. Furthermore, since Syria is
experiencing a foreign currency shortage, and the Chinese generally demand cash up
front, pressure should be brought to bear on the Gulf states to desist from funding
Syrian purchase of the SSMs.

5) Bring to world attention the inhuman and intolerable use of chemical warfare in

101 The US. has "placed an embargo on sales of lethal chemical raw materials to Syria."
Middle East Military Balance, op. cit. It has also taken the same action against sales to Iran
and Ira[?z. New York Times, 7/28/88.

Beijing responded to the Senate resolution by calling it "a big joke" (Near East
Report, 8/15/88).
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the Iraq-Iran war. In addition to prompting the condemnation such acts deserve, this
publicity would also serve to highlight the fact that chemical warfare is used in the
Middle East, thus showing that Israel’s fear of attack is quite realistic. :

6) Make known the AJC’s support of territorial compromise in the West Bank. When
. approaching this most complex issue, one must bear in mind the following two points:

a) The AJC has consistently opposed demands for unilateral, unconditional Israeli
withdrawal. The extent of any withdrawal must be determined during negotiations,
and not as a pre-condition for the commencement of negotiations.

b) Territorial concessions by Israel would result from an extremely delicate and
intricate calculus. 'While we know that some withdrawal is feasible from the
security standpoint, we cannot specify its extent. This point must be_addressed and
negotiated by the proper Israeli governmental authorities.

The Jewish state -has been subject to the threat of invasion ever since the armies of five
Arab countries launched their attack on the nascent State of Israel in 1948. Israel has held
fast, at times emerging with astounding military victories.

Yet at the present time, Israel faces new challenges resulting from the tremendous build-
up of Arab arsenals. SSMs, advanced jets, chemical weapons, electronics, new command
methods and the massive number of troops now available to the Arab states, may result in a .
feeling of military prowess and a concomitant revival of the "military option" aimed at
eliminating Israel.

Friends of Israel need not panic; the IDF has not ceased to search for solutions to the
serious strategic dilemmas it faces. Yet it is necessary to be aware of the gravity of the
situation, to realize that Israel might someday have to repel yet another coalition of Arab
states, actively seeking its destruction. ;

The author wishes to thank Eve Jacobson for her help with the researching and editing
of this report.  Ms. Jacobson, a. graduate student at Columbia University’s School of Inter-
national Affairs, is currently an intern with the AJC’s Intemational Relations Department.
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subject
i RECENT SOVIET JEWRY DEVELOPMENTS

An informal discussion today with a well-informed State
Department source revealed the following interesting points:

(1) The rise in the July emigration rate to 1,639 was initially
herald in some press accounts as the highest monthly rate in
years. If one considers,however, that 320 of the emigrants
departing with Israel visas were, in fact, Pentecostals, the
actual Jewish rate for July was lower than the June figure. The
final August figure will not be available for another day or two
but does not appear to represent an increase.

(2) There has been a substantial increase in the number of
requests for Israeli affidavits. Estimates range in the tens of
thousands. The State Department is now awaiting a more precise
figure. What is not immediately understood is the gap between
the number of vyzov requests and the number of people leaving,
There have been no reports of mass refusals, therefore it is
possible that Jews feel safe requesting the affidavit even if
they have not finally made up their minds about emigration but
want to have the document available, and/or require several
months' lead time before submitting an exit application, and/or
are being refused in larger numbers than we know of but are not
reporting this information to those activists who would normally
collect the data.

(3) The state Department is continuing to press the Kremlin on
the number and severity of enmigration curbs, i.e. secrecy,
parental assent, etec,

(4) Despite the recently amended Israeli vyzov which indicates
that the Israeli visa will be issued in Bucharest, reports from
Moscow indicate taht Soviet Jews continue to present this vyzov
to the Dutch Embagsy in Moscow, receive Israell visas, and depart
the country via Vienna.

(5) Israel is vigorously continuing its efforts to introduce a
new emigration procedure, but there is nec hint of any change in
the Soviet (or Dutch) attitude on Freedom of choice. Apparently,
the Israelis have sought to step up the pressure on the Dutch and
may have even threatened to seek a replacement to represent
Israell interests. If so, the only country that comes to my mind
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that might conceivably be willing to fulfill the desired Israeli
role is Romania, but all of this in the realm of speculation,
nothing more. A mnonth ago, Prime Minister Shanmir wrote to
Secretary Shultz urging U.S. support for the Israeli plan to
bring more Soviet Jews to Israel.

(6) The direct track to the U.S. continues te be an cobject of
much attention in the U.S. Government. It appears that there
vill be a three-pronged strategy. First, the U.S. will seek to
admit as immigrants rather than refugees as many Soviet
applicants as possible. Second, the use of refugee status will
be tightened. As of a few weekg ago, two I.N.S. officers have
terporarily been sent to Mogscow to review e¢ach pending case.
50% of the Armenian cases have been approved as refugees; 100% of
the Jewish cases. The expectation is that the screening process
will continue past the current deadline of October 1st, at which
time the process will become more stringent for the Armenians.
Third, those not admitted as refugees will likely be admitted
under the parcle program, at least in the short and medium term.
The net effect of this effort will be to reduce federal
expenditures and cut refugee numbers f£or Armenians.

(7) What if 8Soviet Jewish emigration should increase
dramatically? Would the U.8. be prepared to allot additional
numbers and find supplemental money to accommodate the influx,
or would the U.S. generate pressure on the emigrants to proceed
to Israel? My informant indicated that, with one notable
exception, the involved senior officials at State believe the
U.8. weuld respond generously.

(8) While the final Fy89 refugee numbers are still under
negotiation in the government, the U.S. Coordinator for Refugee
Affairs did apparently accept our proposed figure of 18,000 for
Soviet Jews and forwarded that recommendation. However, as the
total ceiling is likely to be pared to as low as 68,000 from the
N.G.O.-requested figure of nearly 100,000, it is expected that
all regional figures will be cut proportionally. The Saviet
Jewish figure may be 13,000. By the way, the U.S. Embassy in
Moscow felt that the original 18,000 figure for Soviet Jews for
FY89 was a "conservative" estimate. (I£f that proves correct,
then we will almost surely once again have to inveke the
emergency provigsions of the 1980 Refugee Act and request
additional numbers -- and funding -- te accommodate those beyond
the likely 13,000 ceiling.) ’

(9) Shultz and Shevardnadze will be meeting in Washington on
September 22 and 23, There are no current plans for another
Reagan-Gorbachev summit, though there has been some speculation
that Gorbachev might come to New York, this fall to address the
U.N. ?eneral Asgembly. If so, a sumnit meeting would be almost
cartain,

(10) A major flap is emerging between the Helsinkl Commission and
the State Department over the U.S. poeition at the Vienna Review
Conference of the Helsinki Final Act. Congressman Dante Fascell
has written to Shultz to suggest that the State Department has
weakened its negotiating position at Vienna in a rush to conclude
the conference. In the letter, Fascell said that the U.8, had




established four criteria for ending the mseting =-- release of
Soviet political prisoners:; a significant increase in emigration;
reunification of divided spouse; continued "unjamming" of Western
radie broadcastas =-- and was now seeking to ignore these
yardsticka in order to agree on a final document. The State
Department's view is that these four criteria were intended as
guidelines for judging Soviet performance, including whether to
agree to a human rights conference in Moscow, but were never
meant as rigid standards that would determine if the U.8. could
agree to end the Vienna meeting. According to my source, if
Fascell should not back down, a serious confrontation could arise
here, not to speak of tension with U.8. allies who felt they had
U.8. support to seek an end to the meeting befors the New Year.
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-~ CBS

CBS Inc., 51 West 52 Street -
New York, New York 10019
(212) 975-4321

Law Department

Re: FCC Questionnaire

.Dear Mr. Tannenbaum: September 2, 1988

In connection with license applications to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC), CBS is required to file
certain information concerning the officers and directors
of Loews Corporation, which under FCC rules is considered
a "cognizable shareholder™ of CBS. The rules of the
Commission also require CBS to provide similar information
concerning the other companies and organizations, both
profit and non-profit, with which Loews officers and
directors serve in an official capacity (e.g., officer,
director or trustee), or of which they control at least 5%
of the voting stock.

Mr. Andrew Tisch, an official of Loews, is affiliated with
your company or organization as defined in the preceding
paragraph, and has designated you as the appropriate
person to provide the information needed by CBS for FCC
purposes. Accordingly, I would very much appreciate your
completing the enclosed questionnaire and returning it to
me at the earliest possible date.

An FCC rule requires that CBS's license applications be
kept up-to-date so that they are "substantially accurate
and complete in all significant respects” during the
pendency of those applications. Accordingly, we would ask
that you inform us as promptly as possible, and in any
event within 20 days of occurrence, of any changes in the
information furnished as to your organization. 1In
addition, we will contact you on a periodic basis to
request that the enclosed questionnaire be updated.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please
contact Eleanor Applewhaite (212-975-3711) or the
undersigned (212-975-7419) of the CBS Law Department who
will be coordinating the CBS filings. They are also the
appropriate persons to whom any changes should be reported.



Page Two
September 2, 1988

We very much appreciate your cooperation in assisting CBS
to comply with its FCC reporting obligations.

Sincerely,

Andrew J. Siegel
Broadcast Counsel

Mr. Marc H. Tannenbaum

Director of International Relations
American Jewish Committee

Foreign Affairs Commission

165 East 56 Street

New York, New York 10022

Enclosure

cc Mr. Andrew Tisch
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(a)

(b)

(c)

July 1988

Please answer the following questions, YES or NO, with respect to your company or aorganization (including
majority owned subsidiaries). Except as specifically indicated, this information i1s required from the later

of July 1, 1978 or the date on which the Loews officer or director became affiliated with your company or
organization to the present.

Has your company or corporation or organization ever had a station Itcense revoked by
order or decree of any Federal Court?.............. « oyl

srswsamasas R R N N T S R

Has it been determined (whether or not in a final decision), that your company or
organization:

(1) violated the provisions of the Communications Act or any FCC rule or policy?.......ccevvvnenn.
(14) 1lacked candor with or made false representations to the FCC?......v.vvvnnnnn

(141) made fraudulent representations to any other government UM E?. .. ..eeeeveseerennnnrrrennnnnes
(iv) committed criminal fraud or any other crime (other than a traffic violation or a miner
(1 15110 fy SU—— . 8

I R R I

(v) violated any federal, state, territorial or local antitrust laws or laws prohibiting
restraint of trade, or of using unfair methods of competition, relating to the broadcast
LT 1T 4 o . R R N R O O L

(vi) violated any law concerning discrimination?..........

Is there now pending in any court or administrative body any action ééhcerning your company or

organization which involves any matters referred to in subparagraphs (1)-(v) of this
QUESETON 1% s snvnvnseusiises vodesis

...... I I R R A RN R R R

See NOTE 1 on page 3.



2. IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED YES to any portion of question 1, please furnish on a separate sheet full information
concerning the entities and matters involved, including, if any court or administrative proceeding is involved, the
caption of the matter, the name of the court or administrative body, the date the proceeding was commenced, a brief
summary of the facts, and the date and nature of any disposition or the current status thereof.

3. Please answer the following questions YES or NO. Does your organization have, or has it had any direct or
indirect interest in (stock*, general or limited partnership) or connection with:

(a) any AM, FM or television broadcast station (including any non—caﬂnmrcié1 educational station)
or television translator station?**..............

L R R A

(b) any application pending before the FCC?.........covvun.

(c) any application which has been denied by the FCC?.......0v00u..

R I R R I R R R A I R R S B R R S R A N

(d) any application which has been dismissed with prejudice by the FCC?.::..civivrrnrnrnnn. .

(e) any application in any FCC proceeding which left uﬁreso]ved character
issues against the applicant?........ R S

...... A A R A )

(f) any broadcast station, the 1icense of which has been revoked?........:

I R R R R i R S A R

(g) any cable system?......covvervrsnnanrensnnns

...... B O S S R R I S R S

{h) any common carrier subject to the Federal Communications Act?..

* See NOTE 2 on page 3.



(1) any enterprise which distributes television programs for non-network exhibition?...... e ——
(j) any enterprise involved in the publication of a daily newspaper?.....iciovevrevrninrnnnnsoannans EG

If any of the foregoing answers is YES, please set forth on a separate sheet the nature of the interest or
connection; the dates; and, as pertinent, the call letters and location of any communication facility involved, a
description of any application involved, the name and location of any cable system or common carrier involved, and
the name and city of publication of any newspaper involved.

Submitted on behalf of

Name of Company or Organization

By

Postition in Company or Organization

NOTE 1. Discrimination claims filed against your company or organization need only be reported if the Loews
director or officer was (1) named in the complaint or charge; (i1) involved in the facts giving rise to the charge;
or (141) involved in forming the policy out of which the claim arose. Furthermore, discrimination claims are only
reportable if a court or agency made an adverse finding which was not subsequently reversed and that finding is not
subject to de pnoyg review.

NOTE 2. For purposes of this question 3, a stock interest need only be reported if your company or organization

owns or has the right to vote at least 5% of the voting stock of the company in question and if no one single
holder owns more than 50% of the voting stock of that company.
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Institute of Human Relations

. . 165 East 56 Street
| ¥ ] The American Jewish New York, New York 10022-2746

r__LA._] Committee 212 751-4000/ FAX: 212 319-0975
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‘Leo Nevas

Chan, Board ot Govemoprs
Robert S. Jacobs

Char, Navanal Evecative Coungil
Edward E. Elson ; ‘ ) g |
Ui, Board of Trusteess '
Sholom D. Comay September 7, 1988 '
Tragsurnr

Robert S. Rifkind

Sutlny

David F. Squire

Aszomigie Troasirne

Mimi Alperin Dr. Uri Gordon

s ol Adviser to the Minister

fro Silveman . Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Jerusalem, Israel

Wige:Runsiuing
Bernard Abrams s
“lrange Coneiy. LA Dea r Url ’

Meta S. Berger
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Herbert Cohen ' | appreciate very much your thoughtful and warmly responsive

Arbania :

Ate ol B, Cavdngs letter of August 14.

Bt !

peraineR-Goltaetn | share your mixed reaction to the Lambeth Conference. _But,
Rita E. Hauser | agree, that it could have been worse, given the presence
il of Arab and third world bish h k f he insid
David Hirschhorn _ ishops who wor rom the inside.
Balmmp e . .

parad . Mbes When you come to New York in September, let us arrange to
Mgy Shapero - meet and review that entire situation. We may be able to
Sarmi i Btk develop some approach from our good relationship with our
gmwmm; ; American Anglican friends. | am meeting with one of them
oD Ehsie this week, and we will see what develops.

Hunorary Piusidunts ' F . o

Womls B, Al | deeply appreciate your kind suggestions on research for'

. Howard I. Friedman_ my book on the Vatican. As of now, it appears | will be in
Arthurd. Golduerg Israel from February 2nd to the 10th or 11th for an AJC lead-
Philip E. Hoffman = .

Richard Maass ership institute. ;

Elmer L. Winter
Nagupec i Wishaer It would be most helpful if | could begin then to have access
to the available declassified Foreign Ministry files on Vati-

can-lsraeli relations.

Hunnrigy Vi Pressdients

Nathan Appleman
David B. Fleeman
Martin Gang -
Ruth A, Godeard | would be grateful if you would pave the way for me.
Andrew Goodman W .
Raymond F. Kravis

Wiltiam Rosenwald | have know Bruno Hussar over many years, and |'wlll certainly

Shirley M. Szabad k hi t,

Elise D. Waterman see Im OL.I. . o _ _
Max M. Fisher . . ' ' -
fHanorary Cha, With every good wish, for a Shanah Tovah U'Metukah!

Natipnal Execmive Conngil .

Exacutve Vice-Presients bmenty Cord iall ¥

Bertram H. Gold
John Slawson

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director L
International Relations
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

vima TIvn

JERUSALEM nrywir

Jerusalem, 14 August 1988

Rabbi Marc H. Tenenbaum, Director
International Relations

Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56 Street

New York, New York 10022-2746

Dear Rabbi Tenenbaum,

It is a pity that the Lambeth Conference adopted the
Palestine-Israel Resolution which it did. It is a bad
resolution indeed even though, as we know, it could have
been even worse. Anyway, this leaves us with a whole lot
of work to do. I still do not have details about the
theological position taken by the Conference towards
Judaism and the Jewish people but according to what I
gather this too leaves us with a lot of work to do.

I was happy to hear that you are writing a book on "The
Vatican, the Jews and Israel". I am already indebted to
you for what I have 1learned from your articles and
memoranda on this subject. How much more will I 1learn.
from a book written by you.

After studying the matter I now know that in principle
Foreign Ministry files, including most of the classified
documents, become declassified after 30 years and are
opened by the State*ﬁgchlves for. _scholars. .. The State
Archives is lncated in 1l the Prime Ministers’ Office.. If
Sand=when you want t0 Use thege files I will Be happy to
make the preparatory contacts for you with the State

Archives. "Younger'" files are not open for review.

No doubt you are familiar with publications on the
subject of your book, however, I would like to make sure
that you are aware of the following two Hebrew books :

P i
1) p"y 0775185-7’1"239Q12h313nn nRx17{07TID 2"7 PRI IRP?NIIN

i 4 ~ .
©1983 0759177 £ n772V0 AVIDIATIINA ,D?7117T TIIIR?D

A ,—»..m...-""!’

(Mimeographed). Despite its name the book also discusses
relations with Judaism. An expanded version of this book
is to appear in France shortly.

. P .
2) nRY1n 1925 - 1835??33315 pn37:?n13112n1 2710 PIR L, IRPINIIN

.1985 1"opn op7bpi1v2 22y 72 pPN¥Y?T T2
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
JERUSALEM

Pinn Tvn
T mrywie

In the forthcoming edition of "Encyclopedia of Zionism
- and Israel" there will be a revised and expanded article .
on "Vatican" by Sergio Minerbi.

Last but not least I am enclosing photocopies of the
front pages of two books: One by Fr. Bruno Hussar . The
other includes an article by the same writer. The man is
a Domincan Father born to assimilationist Jewish parents
in Alexandria, Egypt. His first serious religious
exposure was to Catholicism to which he later converted.
He is an old man who lives in Jerusalem and has Israeli
citizenship. He told me recently a fascinating story of
his personal very active involvement in all stages of
preparation and formulation of the section on the Jews =
in Vatican II. I strongly recommend that you meet with
him and I am sure you will acquire new information on
that critical chapter. If you accept the idea, I will be
happy to make the contact. i

I will be coming to New York 1in . September for “the
regular session of the General Assembly, where I will be

covering the Special Political Committee. I hope to see
you then.

With best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Uri Gordon
Adviser to the Minister
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OVERVIEW OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE PROGRAMS

(JULY 1987 - JUNE 1988)

In response to LCBC’s query, the program priorities which The American Jewish Committee has
singled out for special attention during the past year are designed to fulfill the Committee’s
permanent commitments to combat anti-Semitism and to protect the civil and religious rights
of Jews wherever they may live. Such activities include building understanding and support
for Israel through programs of public interpretation on Mideast issues and representations on
policy questions to U.S. government officials; advancing American Jewish-Israeli relations;
promoting human rights concepts; combatting bigotry and discrimination; reducing intergroup
tensions; and enriching the quality of Jewish life by strengthening Jewish identity and
increasing understanding of Jewish history and heritage. Most of AJC'’s programs are not new,
but their present forms reflect new trends and developments, as well as, in some instances,
new emphases. As an example, the AJCommittee is embarking on a systematic exploration of
the various elements involved in developing, training and utilizing Jewish leadership for. the
benefit of the total community. In this connection, AJC plans to hold community-wide
regional consultations in major cities across the country. .

Ongoing American Jewish Committee efforts involve not only the individual departments
charged with specific activities but also interdepartmental efforts, including the work of
special AJC centers and institutes such as The Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement
of Human Rights, The Nathan Appleman Institute for the Advancement of Christian-Jewish
Understanding, The William Petschek National Jewish Family Center, The Ruth U. Samuels
Institute for Interreligious Programs in International Relations, The Skirball Institute on
American Values, The Institute on American Jewish-Israeli Relations; and supporting
departments such as Public Relations and Interpretation, Information and Research Services
and the Blaustein Library. AJC’s Washington Representative works closely with members of
Congress and the Administration to interpret to them AJC's point of view on issues of concern
to Jews. Our Leadership and Board Services Department is responsible for leadership
development. The Community Services Department supervises the regional, area and chapter
offices which initiate local programs in cooperation with our sister organizations, Federations
and CRCs. The chapters serve as delivery systems and laboratories for national programs.

Many of our national activities are carried on in cooperation with Jewish communal umbrella
organizations, such as NJCRAC, CRCs, and Federations. In some instances, where special
coordination is deemed necessary and appropriate on behalf of the Jewish community, the
three community relations agencies -- American Jewish Committee, American Jewish Congress
and the Anti-Defamation League -- voluntarily and mutually agree upon individual assignments
that allow each of the agencies to operate in those areas which best utilize their special
abilities and strengths. v

As a national community relations organization, our entire program to benefit Jewish interests
is designed to help maintain a general climate in which Jews can live in dignity and security.
This requires ‘ongoing relationships with non-Jewish groups. Building alliances for Jews with
other groups in our society demands a considerable amount of agency resources. Such
alliances underlie many of the agency’s successful activities on behalf of Jewish concerns
described later in this report.
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COMBATTING ANTI-SEMITISM AND EXTREMISM

Together with other Americans who share our concerns about preserving the democratic
process, AJC seeks to reduce the impact of anti-Semitic, anti-democratic groups and
individuals, and to isolate and counteract such groups wherever possible.

AJC was an active proponent of the "Hate-Crimes" Act, which provides federal criminal
penalties for bias-motivated crimes. At the request of the U.S. Congress, AJC prepared a
legal memorandum on the legislation, which was quoted extensively in the House Judiciary
Committee’s report on the bill. AJC has also been an active proponent of the "Hate Crimes"
Statistics Act, which would require the Justice Department to gather information on such
crimes. That bill, recently passed in the U.S. House of Representatives, is awaiting action in
the U.S. Senate.

Using poll indicators and other attitudinal survey tools, The American Jewish Committee
conducts regular assessments of attitudes about Jews and Israel. The polls have consistently
shown that anti-Semitism is not on the upsurge, although there are still pockets of anti-
Jewish feeling. The results of the latest poll, taken in the wake of the Palestinian uprising,
indicate that Israel is seen in a somewhat less favorable light by the American public.. Still,
there has not been an appreciable increase in pro-Arab sentiment on the part of Americans; a
strong plurality continue to sympathize with Israel in the Middle East conflict. As for
American Jews, the American public’s positive perception of them remains unchanged.

Combating extremism and overt anti-Semitism, despite the positive poll indicators, still requires
constant vigilism. The American Jewish Committee was the first organization to expose the
extremist groups who were preying on the fears of economically distressed farmers and
spreading vicious lies alleging that Jews were at the root of the economic crisis on the farms.
Our work to counter the hate mongers involved enlisting the aid of farm groups, labor and
Christian religious leadership. In February 1988, AJC cosponsored with 13 organizations from
these groups a conference on the rural crisis and anti-Semitic extremism, which was held at
Hebrew Union College.

Bigotry among our youth is a growing concern. In April 1988, responding to the need
expressed by campus administrators for training in school programs to reduce prejudice, AJC
held a consultation and workshop for deans, college administrators and students activists at
which applicants had to be turned away. We now sponsor workshops on over 70 U.S.
campuses, primarily aimed at improving Black-Jewish relations.

As a further aid to the Jewish community, in 1987, AJC published Responding to Anti-Semitic
Incidents: Guidelines for Jewish Communal Leaders. It is an adaptation of a publication
originally prepared by AJC'’s Portland Chapter. -

In order to help create a climate in which bigotry cannot take root or flourish, we engage in
ongoing programs with Christian religious bodies and other groups to promote intergroup
harmony and to bring about positive change in teachings about Jews and Judaism in Christian
textbooks. :

ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST
AJC continues its priority efforts to interpret events in the Middle East and Israel’s position

to U.S. government officials, other influentials -- particularly Christian religious leaders--
and the American public. This was particularly challenging in the past year because of the
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widespread condemnation of Israel for its actions during the Arab uprising in the West Bank
and Gaza.

. In coordination with the Presidents Conference and AIPAC, our national leaders and
Washington Representative maintain liaison with officials in the White House, the State
Department and the Congress, conveying to them our views on U.S Mideast policies. AIJC’s
opinions are often sought by ranking government officials. In 1987-88 AJC leadership

expressed to the highest U.S. officials its support for aid to Israel and the closing of the PLO
office in Washington, D.C. and its concern about the sale of arms to Arab countries.

For many years, one of AJC’s top priorities has been our nationwide activities to supply
reliable information to the communications media. In order to put the events in the Gaza and
West Bank into perspective and to interpret other aspects of the Middle East conflict, we met
with editorial boards of major newspapers and provided a constant flow of background material
geared not only to the media but also to government and UN officials, Christian influentials,
ethnic leaders, Jewish leadership and CRCs. Examples of recent AJC educational materials are:
Continuing Turmoil on the West Bank and Gaza: Responses to the Current Crisis, Underlying
Issues and Potential Solutions (which -has become a standard work in the educational arsenal
of American Jewish organizations); Israel A Democratic, Pluralist Society: The Status of
Israel’s Non-Jewish Minorities; The PLO and the Palestinian Uprising: Their Tactics and
Declared Obijectives; The Recent Disturbances on the West Bank and Gaza: Questions and
Answers; Arab Generosity to the Palestinians; The Mubarak Awad Case; The Anti-Terrorism
Act of 1987: An Update on the Controversy Surrounding Efforts to Close Down PLO Offices
in the U.S.; The Current Status of the Arab-Israel Peace Process; and The Arab Summit in
Amman: A Qualified Success for King Hussein, Egypt and Pragmatism.

AJC's Israel office provides timely analyses of the Israeli political scene, of the mood in Israel
and the views being expressed there. Media specialists attend frequent AJC conferences and
briefings by top-level Israeli government spokespersons and others on major issues.

To provide Israelis with information about American Jewish life, we maintain a library on
Americana in our Jerusalem office which serves Israeli government officials, journalists,
academicians and students. The Hebrew quarterly Tefutsot Israel provides a selection of major
articles, studies and commentaries on issues affecting contemporary Jewish life in the
Diaspora. The office also publishes weekly summaries of the - Israel press and special
developments in Israel, which are widely distributed in the U.S.

Through AJC’s Institute on American Jewish-Israeli Relations (IAJIR), as well as a special task
force that was appointed for the 1987-88 program year, we have added emphasis to the
traditional AJC effort to enhance dialogue and mutual understanding between American Jews
and Israelis. The IAJIR studies the relationship between American Jews and Israel, identifying
areas of tension and delineating opportunities for more effective interaction between them,
with the view toward recommending appropriate courses of action. In its sixth year, the
Institute has undertaken over 40 individual projects and has already issued over 20 studies and
other analytic publications. @ Some examples of its projects are its monthly bulletin on
contemporary American Jewish life, which is regularly featured in the Israeli media; the
Israeli visitors program, now in its sixth year, which brings selected young Israeli leaders to
the US. to learn firsthand about American Jewry; and a new program which brings young
American Jews to Israel to help them get to know Israel and Israelis in a manner not usually
provided in existing programs.

Now in its nineteenth year, the annual Academicians Seminar in Israel, conducted by AJC in
cooperation with The Hebrew University, provides a cadre of informed and involved young
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college faculty who serve as advocates for Israel on their campuses and in the ‘communities.
AJC also sponsors other leadership missions to Israel through our national office and chapters.

Our activities also reach out to special audiences: ' thé international human rights and UN
community, the business community, organized labor and, in particular, religious and ethnic
groups with whom AJC has a special relationship. AJC’s Interreligious Affairs Department has
as one of its primary objectives combatting anti-Israel forces within the various church bodies.
In 1988 AJC’s interventions helped to modify anti-Israel resolutions by the General Convention
of the United Methodist Church and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(US.A). For example, references to a linkage between Israel and South Africa were removed
from both statements and the call by the Presbyterians for a cutoff of all economic aid to
Israel was prevented. AJC’s staff was widely quoted in the press during these conventions,
notably in The New York Times.

On another front, AJC continues to attempt to combat the unremitting Arab and Soviet
onslaught against Israel in the United Nations and other international fora. AJC’s
multipronged program of counteraction helped to draw public attention to the abuses of the
UN by Arab and communist forces, to expose the blatant Arab propaganda, and to mount a
diplomatic counteroffensive within the UN.

ON THE WORLD SCENE: PROTECTING THE SECURITY OF JEWS OVERSEAS

The Soviet Union

The plight of Soviet Jews has commanded AJC attention for decades. The US.-USS.R.
"detente” and glasnost have afforded some progress in recent months. Several prominent
Jewish refuseniks have been released and the general emigration of Soviet Jews has increased
significantly i

over the very low figures of 1982-86, but there is still a cloud of uncertainty about the fate
of the thousands of Jews left behind who seek to emigrate. AJC staff and lay leaders play
key roles in shaping Jewish communal strategy in cooperation with the National Conference on
Soviet Jewry. AJC’s Washington Representative, at the request of Jewish leadership,
coordinated the landmark national mobilization for Soviet Jewry in Washington, D.C. (December
1987). We also secured endorsements for the mobilization from Christian religious leaders and
from leaders of the Black, Hispanic, Asian and white ethnic communities.

In addition to our consultations with the U.S. State Department and other officials here to
develop new policies and strategies to influence the Soviet government, AJC has initiated a
series of top-level leadership visits to Western European heads of state and embassy officials
to bring the facts to their attention and to enlist their aid. In recent months, these visits
have stressed particularly the need for a “two-track system" for exit from the USS.R. and
adequate admission opportunities for Soviet Jews who wish to come to the US. Visits to
foreign consulates by AJC chapters also stress the cause of Soviet Jewry. In addition, AJC
conducts trips to the Soviet Union for AJC chapter leaders.

AJC has mounted a major program to inform influentials and the media about the status of

Soviet Jewry. In 1987-88 AJC papers on Soviet Jewry and Soviet policy include: The
Controversy over Refugee Status of Soviet Jewish Emigres, The Meaning of Gorbachev’s
Reforms, and The USSR and Israel: A New Chapter?. To shed light on the growing debate
over Israel’s actions to stem the "dropout problem” and increase Soviet Jewish alivah, AJC
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has just published Soviet Jewish Emigration: The Controversy over Destination. The
document provides an historical perspective; an examination of recent developments; a survey
of legal provisions in the U.JS. Israel and the Soviet Union; and an analysis of future
prospects. -

AJC believes that rallying Christian support in the cause of Soviet Jewry is of utmost
importance. A central role in this effort is played by the National Interreligious Task Force
on Soviet Jewry, now in its _

sixteenth year. The group was organized by The American Jewish Committee with the
assistance of the National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice. Local affiliates have
been organized in cities around the country. They have undertaken a variety of programs to
dramatize the plight of Soviet Jews and to enlist support for their cause in such cities as
Chicago, New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Atlanta, St. Louis and Seattle.

Jews in Arab Countries

The rise of Muslim fundamentalism and Arab extremism continues to imperil Jews in Syria,
Lebanon, Iran and Yemen and to endanger those Jews remaining in other Muslim lands. The
American Jewish Committee closely monitors their status and remains alert to situations that
may call for assistance from the American Jewish community and interventions on their behalf
with our government and other friendly governments.

The Jews of Syria, while not participating in the politics of the country, have increasingly
become victimized by the reversion of the regime to past patterns of brutality and, in
addition, suffer special discrimination as Jews. We work closely with the.Syrian Jewish
community in the US. to bring attention to the plight of their brethren still in Syria.
Representations on their behalf were made by AJC national officers and our ‘Washington
Representative. We have also given assistance to Iranian Jews seeking political asylum.

AJC helped to organize the World Organization of Jews from Arab countries (WOJAC) and
played a vital role in the planning and organization of the Third International Conference of
WOJAC held in Washington in October 1987. The conference helped to draw attention to the
hardships encountered by Jews in Arab and Muslim countries which have been largely
overlooked by the world community, as has the substantial effort by Israel to absorb many of
them. In addition, AJC provides office space to, and’' works closely with, the North American
Conference on Ethiopian Jewry.

In 1987-88 AJC published the following backgrounders which help to document the dangers
facing those Jews remaining in these areas: The Other Refugees: Impact of Nationalism,
Anti-Zionism, and the Arab-Israel Conflict on the Jews of the Arab World; The Forgotten
Victims of the Arab-Israel Conflict; The Jews in Arab Lands; Update on Jews in Arab Lands;
The Resurgence of Islam and the Jewish Communities of the Middle East and North Africa.

We continue to be alert to subtle and overt changes in the conditions of Jews in Arab lands
and will respond swiftly in defense of these endangered Jewish communities.

Europe

AJC has augmented its programs in Europe, building on the successful AJC effort in Germany
(described below in establishing excellent relationships with high government officials).
Representations have been made during the year to governments in France, Spain, Italy and
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England on behalf of Israel, Soviet Jews, and Jews throughout the world. These activities are
coordinated with local Jewish communities.

AIC provides materials and resources to European Jewish communities and helps to keep the
Jewish communities here and abroad apprised of any rise in anti-Jewish incidents and
expressions in Europe.

The AJC exchange-visits program for young American and German leaders has been carried on
for almost seven years. Cosponsored by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of West Germany,
the program has sought to create better understanding by young German- leaders of Jews and
Jewish concerns and to help American Jews understand the culture and the institutions of the
new Germany. The young Germans selected for the program are expected to be future leaders
of Germany. '

Since 1983 annual AJC Chapter Leadership Missions have met with top officials in the German
government, as well as German religious leaders, to continue wide-ranging discussions related
to the US.- German relationships, the Middle East and teaching about Jews and the
Holocaist in German schools. In cooperation with the government of West Germany we are
engaged in a major study of the treatment of Diaspora Jewry in German high school
textbooks. Twelve West German states are participating in this program. AJC’s 1983
delegation was the first Jewish group to visit the East German Jewish community and to meet
with East German officials. As a result of the missions, the small Jewish community in East
Germany, for the first time in decades, was provided with a rabbi in residence.

In light of the international furor over the Kurt Waldheim election and the exploitation of
anti-Semitism in the Austrian political campaigns, we have been involved in substantial
conversations with the Austrian government aimed at stimulating Austrian cultural, educational
and political figures to face Austria’s involvement in the Nazi Holocaust, and its long and
dangerous tradition of anti-Semitism.- A detailed program has been worked out with Austrian
officials, including: a proposed seminar in Vienna on "Confronting Anti-Semitism in Austria";
a series of secular and religious textbook studies, based on our U.S. and German experiences;
and exchange visits, based on the German models with the Adenauer and Ebert Foundations. -

Promoting Human Rights

The AJC continues to vigorously promote international human rights. AJC activity focuses on
affirmation of our traditional policy of opposition to human rights violations whether they
come from the left or the right, on the development and clarification of new norms, on the
promotion of basic human rights ‘pacts and their implementation, and on issues of special
Jewish concern in this sphere. Many of these -activities are carried on through our Jacob
Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights and by our represéntation in other
human rights organizations, legal associations and NGOs.

The study of the relationship between religious concepts and human rights, particularly the
role of this interplay in contemporary church-state or interreligious conflicts is a central
focus of the Blaustein Institute’s current work. The JBI is preparing an authoritative legal
guide to the interpretation and application of the 1981 UN Declaration on Religious Freedom.
In connection with the project, three consultations will be held, one in New York, the second
at the Inter-American Institute in Costa Rica, and the third at the Strasbourg Institute in
France. '

As an example of its programs to advance human rights education, the Blaustein Institute, in
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cooperation with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights in Costa Rica, has undertaken
an international effort to further human rights education in Latin America.

Latin America

The exposure and counteraction of anti-Semitism and the basic violations of human rights in
Latin America require AJC’s consistent attention and intervention where possible. Heightened
concerns about the safety and stability of certain Jewish communities in South America and
Central America led AJC to send leadership delegations on missions to Brazil, Argentina,
Uruguay, Chile, Mexico, Guatemala, Panama, and Costa Rica in order to cement avenues of
cooperation with the local Jewish communities and to assess the general situation.

In meetings with the presidents of these countries and other political and government officials
representing both the U.S. and the South and Central American nations, AJC has expressed -its
concerns about violations of human rights and civil liberties and pointed out the strong links
between American Jews and the communities in Latin America. AJC’s National and Latin
American specialists monitor the dangerous increase in anti-Semitic literature originating in
the Latin American nations and the possible links with Arab money and Arab information
bureaus, including PLO-disseminated material. 'To influence public opinion, AJC prepares
background memoranda for the gcncral and Spanish-language media and other interested
parties on Latin American issues. !

' THE QUALITY OF JEWISH LIFE

Jewish Unity

Recognizing the potentially explosive implications of growing divisiveness in Jewish religious
life over such issues as intermarriage, conversion, divorce, and the legitimacy of Jewish
pluralism, AJC has made the promotion of Jewish unity in America a priority program.
Applying ‘our human relations skills, we organized a Jewish Religious Dialogue, bringing
together national lay leaders of Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and Reconstructionist Judaism.
These frank exchanges have resulted’ in statements promoting Jewish unity (without
conformity) which were used widely by rabbis in High Holy Day sermons and which received
broad media attention. A national conference held in December 1987, cosponsored by AJC,.
The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership (CLAL) and the Graduate School of
the City College of New York, explored historical models of schism, as well as unity, and
religious strategies for dealing with them. Public education materials were prepared, published
and disseminated by AJC, including Unity and Polarization in Judaism Today and Conversion to
Judaism.

Most importantly, AJC has spurred communities across the country -- Baltimore, Boston,
Cleveland, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Kansas City, Phoenix, Pittsburgh, St. Louis and
Westchester, N.Y. -- to initiate dialogues among lay leaders within the various movements of
Jewish religious life. A special institute was held by AJC in June 1988, bringing together key
individuals from the various dialogue groups, most of which have been functioning for two
years. The local dialogues serve as public €ducation forums, as advocates of Jewish religious
unity and pluralism, as study groups to break down interpersonal stereotypes and prejudices,
and as an address within the Jewish community in which 1ntra -Jewish communal conflicts may
be disscussed and hopefully resolved.
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The Jewish Family and Jewish Education . _ ; |

Animated by the conviction that the survival and strength of the Americqn Jewish community
depends on the health of its families, AJC's William Petschek National Jewish Family Center,
now in its eighth year, has undertaken a long-range effort to stimulate, research about the
family and to aid in the development of Jewish community programs and [public policy on the
family. Through its regular Newsletter, the Center serves as a clearinghouse for materials on
trends and programs related to the family. In addition, the Center has broduced a series of
studies and publications designed to help Jewish communal groups to evaluate the impact of
their programs on the family. A comprehensive statement on family pohcy was issued by AJC
in 1987. It and relevant background and policy papers serve to guide AIC policy and program
and to inform general Jewish communal discussion on family policy.

The Jewish community is understandably concerned about an mtermarnage rate that hovers
around 40 percent. In order to enhance understanding about the impact of such marriages on
the future of the Jewish community, AJC has sponsored and publlshed cxtcns;w: research on
intermarried couples. ; i

Based on the belief that Jewish values clarify our understanding of contemporary issues and
reinforce our capacity to deal effectively with them, AJC has publishedl a series of major
papers dealing with Jewish perspectives on moral and social issues such as criminal violence,
freedom of expression, the ethics of power, and universalism and Jewish pzlirticularism _In July
1988, to help clarify the debate over the future of the Jewish commumty in the US, AJC
published Basic Trends in American Jewish Demography by U. O. Schmelz and Sergio Della

Pergola of The Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

AJC’s efforts related to Jewish education are in the areas of research bo]icy advocacy and
consciousness raising. Some examples are: cosponsorship with the Assocratlon for Jewish
Studies of an assessment of the impact of Jewish studies courses on Jew1sh College students.
Shabbat Delight, a kit for young children, was issued by AJC to help thlem learn the rituals
and meaning of the Sabbath. It was developed for use by families, synagogues, pre-schools
and kindergartens.

AJC chapters have conducted conferences and seminars in cooperation with Federations,.
centers and synagogues on family issues, Jewish education, and other issues of internal Jewish
concern. - I )

I
All of these programs.and publications are intended to yield greater understandmg of the
factors which promote Jewish identity and those which hinder it. This :n5|ght is intended to
be of assistance to Jewish communal agencies and professionals in dev%:lopmg policies and
programs. |

INTERRELIGIOUS AND INTERETHNIC RELATIONSHIPS: PLURALISM

A hallmark of AJC has long been its specialized work in the field of intergroup relations--
the strengthening of ties to groups of other faiths and races and the reduction of tensions
when fundamental differences arise. In the past 20 years, there have beed marked changes in
relations among America’s racial, religious and ethnic groups, some of them positive and some
of them troubling. To help guide AJC actions in this field in the comin'g decades, AJC has
launched a systematic assessment of the state of intergroup relations in Amenca with the view
toward developing policy and program which will be of use not only to AJC but to the Jewish

community in general. '
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Furthering Jewish-Christian Understanding

Furthering Jewish-Christian understanding and combatting anti-Semitism rooted in Christian
teachings have been aims of The American Jewish Committee for decades. AJC’s educational
institutes and colloguia with Christian leaders have helped to interpret Israel, -encourage
Christian support for Soviet Jewry and promote better understanding of Judaism, the Holocaust
and the Jewish contribution to America.

The tensions among Catholics and Jews caused by Pope John Paul II's meetings with Kurt
Waldheim have threatened to undo decades of progress and improved relations between the two
groups since Vatican Council II.. - AJC has been clear in its condemnation of these affronts to
Jewish sensibilities, but at the same time it has been mindful of the  historic achievements of
the past 20 years, as has been amply demonstrated by the friendly interventions by the leaders
in the Catholic Church in America. We ‘have played a major role during the summer of 1987
and since then in developing American Jewish response to the Pope and overall strategy with
respect to Catholic-Jewish relations.

Our staff and lay leadership have frequently been used by the national and local media to
interpret to the American public the Jewish anguish over the papal audiences with Kurt
Waldheim. To help put the incidents into perspective and to further inform the Jewish
community about Catholic-Jewish relations, we have issued a kit of materials, Resources for
Catholic-Jewish Relations, for both Christians and Jews.

In cooperation with the National Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat for Catholic-
Jewish Relations, AJC is developing teaching materials on the Holocaust for parochial schools,
Catholic colleges and ‘universities, and seminaries. Joint Catholic-Jewish Academic Task
Forces will form an Advisory Board for the Holocaust education project; the proposed teaching
materials will be tested in two Catholic communities -- St. Louis and Orange County,
~ California. : - :

A special priority and a unique AJC program is its work with Evangelicals. AJC has
established ongoing relationships with its key leadership. Through a multipronged program, we
work to reinforce such positive values as Evangelical support for Israel and the separation of
church and state and to diminish the substantial problems which also exist in the relationship.
The volume, A Time to Speak, edited by AJC’s Interreligious Affairs Director and Professor
Marvin Wilson of Gordon College, published in late 1987, has been a focus of Jewish-
Evangelical meetings, €.g., in Miami in 1987 and in 1988 at Gordon College.

AJC continues its interfaith activities with mainline Protestant groups. Narional and regional
conferences are held in the U.S. with major Christian groups, by AJC's Nathan Appleman
Institute for Advancement of Christian-Jewish Understanding. . These conferences deal with
church teachings about Jews and Judaism and Jewish-Christian relations in general. AJC acted
as consultant to the World Council of Churches (WCC), the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the
Episcopal General Convention in preparation of their statements on Christian-Jewish relations
and on the Middle East.

Through its Women of Faith (WOF) program,-initiated in 1979, the AJC brings together Roman
Catholic, mainline Protestant, Evangelical, Greek Orthodox, Muslim and Jewish women to help
overcome sexism, racism and religious bigotry. In 1987, WOF published a volume, Women of
Faith in Dialogue, which is being, used in religious and women’s studies programs across the
country.
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As part of our interfaith coalitional activities, AJC has played a founding role in the creation
of the AIDS National Interfaith Network (ANIN), a coalition of religious organizations and
individuals who are working to address the AIDS crisis through service, support, -education
and advocacy. AJC’s involvement with this effort resulted from its| sponsorship of the
National Interreligious Consultation on AIDS, held in September 1987. 'll"he Consultation was

attended by 75 religious leaders from across the country. i ‘

Textbook Studies i
AJC's pioneer work on the treatment of Jews and Judaism in Chrlsnan textbooks has been well
documented. In our textbook work with Christians we have often pomted out the real need
for Jewish self-study of their attitudes toward 'Christians and Chnsnanlly AJC released a
study in 1987 by Samuel Weintraub of the Jewish Theological Seminary, Wh]Ch describes what
is being taught about Christians, Christianity and Christian-Jewish rc[anons in America’s
leading rabbinical schools. It .is an important aid in-our dialogues with Christian theologians
and educators who have often called upon us to examine how Jewish educators view
Christianity. l

Ethnic Identity and Diplomacy . I

AJC'’s Institute for American Pluralism (formerly the Institute on Plu ralism| and Group Identity)
engages in a broad program of action-research and experiments in multiethnic coalition
building -- utilizing a social agenda which speaks to the concerns of ethr[nc groups in such a
way as to help forge cooperation among Jews, white ethnics, Blacks, the Asmn community, and
Spanish:speaking groups. The Institute -- through such units as its Ccnter on Ethnicity,
Human Behavior and Communications, and the Illinois Consultation on Ethmc1ty and Education
-- has organized consultations, built coalitions, and prepared and disseminated publications,
working papers, and films that have received nationwide attention.

The Institute for American Pluralism celebrated its 20th 'ann'ivcrsary by convening with
Fordham University the 2nd National Consultation on Ethnic America, June 22-24, 1988. The
flrst consultation in 1968 has been credited with framing what has come |t0 be known as the
"new ethnicity” and the "new pluralism.” Leading practitioners and scholars gathered in June
1988 to access twenty years of work in the area of ethnicity in America land to develop new
strategies to help achieve an American ethnic pluralism that will support healthy group
identity and legitimate group needs, while at the- same time promoting good intergroup
relations and the common interest. The proceedings and programmatic recommendations of the
consultation will be published in January 1989 by the Institute.

AJC’s program of "ethnic diplomacy” includes dialogues with Americans who are leaders in the
Hispanic, Greek, Chinese, Japanese and Indo-Chinese communities. We have also stepped up
our work the Italian-American community. These strengthened relationsh'ips have resulted in
their greater awareness and understanding of Jewish concerns.

The Polish American-Jewish American Task Force, initiated by The American Jewish
Committee, is now in its seventh year of dialogue. The two groups work together to change
the attitudes and behavior of each community toward the other. They have joined forces to
protest repression in Poland and the Polish government’s campaign of anti:Semitism, as well as
on refugee issues. They have also dealt with core issues in which Jews| and non-Jews have
been at loggerheads. '
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Black-Jewish Relations

The intensive media attention to the problems between Blacks and Jews has unfortunately
beclouded the positive relationships between the two groups that existed in the past and that
still exist today, including our joint vigorous action to achieve passage of the Civil Rights
Restoration Act. ' ' :

AJC’s efforts in this area have been twofold: on the one hand, to protect Jewish interests,
and, on the other, to maintain positive relationships where they may exist. During the past
year, AJC chapters in Portland, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Los Angeles, and Washington, D.C,
among others, have engaged in a variety of programs with Black leaders, especially in the
wake of the Jesse Jackson campaign, to reinforce shared interests.

AJC has intensified its work within Black churches since they have been the wellspring from
which almost all Black leadership has emerged. Conferences were held with Black church
leaders to inventory issues on which Blacks and Jews may work together, as well as those on
which we may disagree. An unique vehicle for this work is the National Interreligious Task
Force on Black-Jewish relations which was formally established in October 1984 at the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Center in Atlanta. A meeting of the Task Force will be held in Racine,
Wisconsin in October 1988. '

AMERICAN PUBLIC POLICY

The AJC remains convinced that Jews are more secure in a stable democratic society in which
all have equal opportunity. Religious, cultural and ethnic pluralism has been the keystone of
an open democratic society. Moreover, Jews increasingly have real interests in U.S. domestic
policy that need to be protected.

We continue to work, with all like-minded Americans, to revitalize support for religious and
cultural pluralism, to counter threats to the separation of church and state, and to reject
rhetoric which appeals to vigilantism and a dehumanizing of those who differ from us. We
therefore emphasize programming aimed at strengthening democratic institutions and American
core values; supporting civil rights legislation, effective public education and needed social
programs; promoting effective non-quota affirmative action programs; and advocating policies
to keep this nation open to immigrants and refugees. Many of these activities are carried on
it cooperation with our sister community relations organizations and the NJCRAC,

Election ’

AJC has placed special emphasis on programs related to "Election Year 1988." It has geared
up to play a significant role among non-partisan groups concerned with the conduct of
electoral campaigns on the national and local scenes. One of our primary foci has been to
stress the need for discussion of a broad agenda by the candidates. Toward that end, AJC
surveyed all of the presidential candidates on important national and international issues and
published the findings in two seminal publications, Presidential Election '88: The Candidates on
the Issues and a companion analytical piece. The publications and accompanying press
conference, which featured discussion of the survey’s implications for the Jewish vote by top
officials of both parties, received significant coverage in the Anglo-Jewish and general press.
The material was widely shared with Jewish communal organizations and public policy
influentials. AJC also submitted detailed testimony on a wide range of issues to Democratic
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and Republican platform committees and was one of the few Jewish organizations to maintain
an active presence at both conventions.

AJC chapters, notably in New York, Miami, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, and
Atlanta have taken the lead in coalition-building efforts in their commumtles, setting up local
CONDUCTs (Committee on Decent and Unbiased Campaign Tactics), to mmlmlze intergroup
tensions that may arise out of the campaigns and to promote fair campalgn practices that are
free from bigotry. To assist them in furthermg these programs, AJC held a special training
conference for lay leaders in 1988. : |

At the natlonal advocacy level, AJC has played a highly active and wsﬂ:rleJ role in supportmg

proposed Congressional campaign reform legislation and legislation to facilitate voter
registration. ‘

The Bicentennial and Religious Freedom

The constitutional principle of church-state separation is under attack today as never before
in the United States. There are a large number of cases now in the court& AJC has filed
legal briefs in several of them and has played a leading role in Congressuonal negotiations to
safeguard church-state separation in the Act for Better Child Care Service. .

|
Countering these threats to the preservation of the separation of chul'ch and state and
religious pluralism in America has called upon many of AJC's rcsources| in the past year--
including our legal expertise, intergroup relations skills, coalition-building experience--
nationally and in our chapters -- and long-standing relationships with non-Jewish segments of
the country, well-honed opinion molding and media techniques, and our‘ adroitness on the
Washington scene. We established a special role for ourselves in the overall Jewish
community’s efforts by working to mobilize support outside of the. IJwrlsh community,
especially among Christian groups, nationally and locally. |

[
Training workshops were conducted to help AJC chapters and other comﬁuniw organizations
cope with church-state problems and to develop ongoing coalitions. This |was carried out in
conjunction with an extensive AJC educational campaign celebrating the Bicentennial of the
U.S. Constitution (1987-88). In order to highlight the importance of the Iseparatnon principle
of the Constitution to religious freedom, AJC has issued four compamon pamphlets:
Constitutional Pluralism: __ Conflicting Interpretations of the Founders’ Intentions by the.
constitutional scholar, Michael Kammen; Preservmg the - Constitution by ‘Senator Daniel J.
Evans; Religious Liberty and Church-State Separation; and Jews, the Constlmnon and Religious
Freedom. We also issued Religious Rights and Freedoms, What They Mean for Jews. Our
chapters in Pittsburgh, Seattle and Philadelphia, among others, have cosponsored (with local
universities) community-wide interfaith conferences on religious liberty. - )

Civil Rights and Affirmative Action

The American Jewish Committee, in cooperation with ADL and AJCongress, continues to
monitor closely developments to help ensure that affirmative action progranfts do not result in
the application of quotas or in reverse discrimination. We continue to promote non-quota
affirmative action programs in education and employment which provide Jews, disadvantaged’
minorities and women with equal opportunities commensurate with their abilities.

: . ,
We have maintained our commitment to general civil rights concerns, working with other
groups to achieve passage of the Civil Rights Restoration Act. We have joined in a. brief
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amicus curiae urging the United States Supreme Court not to overturn its prior .interpretation
of the Civil Rights Act of 1966 as affording a civil cause of action for certain private acts of
discrimination. We are also submitting a brief amicus curiae in support of quotas utilized by a
New York community to apportion housing on a. racial basis for the explicit purpose of
presemng integrated housing.

Social Welfare

The debate over social welfare policy in the US. has now entered a new phase. At issue are
not only the best methods for structuring and operating programs for the poor but whether
the system of assistance as we know it should exist at all. The American Jewish Committee
believes that the Jewish community should be involved in this fundamental discussion. In. light
of this, the American Jewish Committee urged comprehensive welfare reform and supported the
Senate Family Security Act of 1988 and the House Family Reform Act as important steps
‘toward the urgently needed overhaul of our welfare system. AJC is working with the
Congressional conference committee in developing final legislation that reflects the soundest
features of both the -House and Senate approaches. @ We were actively involved in the -
legislative debate on welfare reform, testifying before the Subcommittee on Social Security and
Family Policy of the Senate Committee on Finance and expressing our views through other
communications to members of Congress. AJC has also testified to the House Subcommittee on
Human Resources, and the Committee on Education and Labor in support of the proposed Act
for Better Child Care Service, commonly. known as the ABC bill.

Women's Issues

Women’s concerns have been given greater emphasis in the last year, focusing on such issues
as pay equity, the feminization of poverty, the status of Jewish elderly women, and Jewish
women on the way up -- executive women. These studies will point to a series of
recommendations on public policy which will benefit Jewish women as well as non-Jewish
women. Responding to a wave of bigotry which focused on Jewish women, in 1987 AJC held a
consultation to denounce the vicious humor about the so-called "Jewish American Princess,”
labeling it anti-Semitic and misogynic. The consultation, and AJC materials associated with it,
attracted a great deal of media attcntlon that spurred community actions to help eliminate the
stereotype.

Education

AJC continues its coalitional and other efforts to promote quality education, defuse intergroup
tensions around education issues, and develop nonsectarian values education programs in the
schools. A special emphasis has been the issue of language policy in our schools. A series of
conferences has been held in 1987-88 to help educate the Jewish and general community about
the implications of language issues and the sensitivities about them.

Immigration

The American Jewish Committee has long maintained a primary interest in U.S. immigration
and refugee policies, advocating a generous and fair immigration policy for our country. The
increase in numbers of immigrants in the United States has raised public concern and
stimulated sharp debate about national policy on this issue.
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The AJC took the lead in brmgmg together a multiethnic coalition whlch pressed for strong
family unification provisions in immigration legislation. We were the only| Jewish organization
to give testimony in the House and Senate on the measures and continued to provide
leadership in the Jewish community on immigration issues. We opposed the guest worker
provisions, supported legalization of undocumented immigrants now living here, and pressed
for adequate attention to due process of law. Immigration legislation 1is particularly
significant in terms of Jewish refugee situations, e.g., as with respect to Soviet Jews. We
engaged in joint action with the Indochina Resource Action Center and the Congressional
Black Caucus seeking higher levels of admissions to the U.S. for Soviet|Jews, Indo-Chinese,
and refugees from Africa. -

AJC focuses not only on immigration policy -- on how many people come in -- but also on
acculturation -- their relation to American society after entry. This year, |/AJC put together a
task force of experts from diverse disciplines to produce a study jand set of policy
recommendations on immigrants and the schools. The Task Force’s report will be completed in
the fall of 1988. It follows the AJC publication, The Newest Americans, which deals with the
economic, intergroup relations, language, and social' service impacts of new immigrants and
ways to improve their integration into mainstream society so as to enrich American society.

Energy I
|
Since the Arab oil embargo in the 1970s, AJC has supported U.S. ene}gy policies to help
reduce our country’s dependence on OPEC oil and practices. Recent escalation of that
dependence, coupled with a lack of US. action to counter the rising flow| of Persian Gulf oil
into the U.S. have caused AJC to renew its efforts in this regard, particularly in helping to
inform the Jewish community of the growing dangers to America’s security and Jewish
interests. |
In 1987-88 leaders of the AJC's Energy Committee and staff testified blefore committees of
Congress, the departments of Energy and Interior and other agencies in' support of an oil-
import tax, the maintenance of adequate U.S. oil reserves, the preservation of fuel-economy
standards for automobiles and similar measures affecting U.S. energy policy. The AJC also
serves as a resource for Jewish community groups around the country concerned with this
issue.

OTHER ACTIVITIES THAT AUGMENT AJC'S PROGRAMS

Publications

In addition to our regular publications Commentary, Present Tense and The American Jewish
Year Book, AJC produced and distributed to political and religious influcniials, the media, and
Jewish leaders, etc, two million pieces of literature covering nearly 250 titles on the wide
range of AJC programming. AJC is an important source of pertinent 1nformat10n which is
widely utilized by CRCs and Federations. QOur studies, backgroundcrs fact sheets and
analyses, prepared by our knowledgeable staff constitute a major service to the Jewish
community.
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Media

As part of its work to have minority opinion and subjects of Jewish concern aired on the
media, AJC: produces a number of programs which utilize AJC lay leaders and staff. Some
examples are: “"Jewish Viewpoint,” "Present Tense,” syndicated radio interview series
highlighting matters of Jewish concern and content; radio commentaries, aired on WINS in New
York and stations across the country, and "With Liberty and Justice for All," radio spots on
civil rights and civil liberties. = Our media work directed to the large Spanish-speaking
communities in the nation is expanding. :

The Blaustein Library

AJC’s Blaustein Library is a unique specialized collection available to -- and greatly valued by
-- scholars and researchers. It contains a large private selection of anti-Semitic literature,
from the Nazi era and from current sources.

William E. Wiener Oral History Library

The William E. Wiener Oral History Library, which. will soon celebrate its twentieth
anniversary, preserves the memoirs of Jews from every stratum of society whose lives help to
document the American Jewish experience in the twentieth century. The Library is now
developing two major collections: the first is an update of its memoirs of Jews in the Civil
Rights movement; the second records the involvement of the American Jewish community in
the rescue of Soviet Jewry from the 50s to the October 1987 Washington Rally for Soviet
Jewry. - ;

The Library’s catalogue -- Volume II just published -- lists more than 2000 memoirs which are
a major research resource for biographers, doctoral students, historians and journalists. The
Library is also used by Jewish organizations and community councils as a model for
establishing similar programs nationwide. = The Wiener Oral History Library was invited
recently by the president of The New York Public Library to house its collection at The New
York Public Library. Consideration is being given to the request.

AJC CHAPTERS
The network of informed and active AJC members organized in chapters and units in more

than 600 U.S. communities is vital to the implementation of AJC programs. The work of AJC
chapters has been cited throughout this report.

Program Text by
Phyllis Sherman

88-900
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 1986/87 - 1988/89

INCOME

PUBLIC SUPPORT
Federations
National

New York

Chicago

Special Projects

Total Campaign

Membership Dues
Legacies & Bequests

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT

REVENUE

Commentary

Sale of Other
Publications

Rent Income

Investment Income*

Net Gain (Loss) on
Sale of Investments*

Other

TOTAL REVENUE

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT
AND REVENUE*

EXPENSES

PROGRAM SERVICES

National Affairs

Interreligious Affairs

International Relations

Leadership & Community
Services

Jewish Communal Affairs

Commentary

Public Education,
Information & Research

TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES

SUPPORTING SERVICES

Management & General
Fund Raising

TOTAL SUPPORT SERVICES

TOTAL EXPENSES

*Excludes Donor Restricted
Endowment Principal &
Investment Income

1986/87 1987/88 1987 /88 1988/89
ACTUAL BUDGET ESTIMATE BUDGET
1,321,500 1,400,000 1,314,800 1,400,000
6,035,800 6,150,000 6,190,200 6,600,000
6,102,000 6,100,000 6,196,200 6,300,000
1,251,100 1,300,000 1,175,800 1,400,000
B80,600 780,000 857,800 812,500
15,591,000 15,730,000 15,734,800 16,512,500
1,314,200 1,400,000 1,210,000 1,250,000
136,100 100,000 92,000 100,000
17,041,300 17,230,000 17,036,800 17,862,500
1,103,400 1,150,000 1,008,400 1,085,000
266,300 354,000 244,800 334,000
450,000 450,000 139,400 470,000
96,700 84,000 105,000 84,000

99,200 - 94,000 -
206,900 168, 500 190, 300 149,000
2,222,500 2,206,500 1,781,900 2,122,000
19,263,800 19,436,500 18,818,700 19,984,500
1,735,200 1,667,000 1,763,600 1,709,300
601,500 619,500 607,300 546,400
2,946,500 2,819,400 3,049,700 2,840,300
6,105,200 6,405,200 6,314,000, 6,687,700
613,700 624,000 590,800 610,100
1,410,000 1,483,900 1,469,700 1,494,500
1,962,300 2,069,900 1,975,200 2,090,500
15,374,400 15,688,900 15,770,300 15,978,800
1,303,600 1,230,900 1,397,300 1,268,400
2,337,800 2,516,700 2,369,400 2,737,300
3,641,400 3,747,600 3,766,700 4,005,700
19,015,800 19,436,500 19,537,000 19,984,500
931,000 450,000 841,100 500,000
(8/88)
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES & CURRENT FUND BALANCES

JUNE 30, 1987 & 1988

ASSETS

——————

Cash

Investments

Pledges Receivable (Net)
Accounts Receivable
Other

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES & CURRENT FUNDS BALANCES

Accounts Payable
Deferred Income
Appropriation for Special Retirement
Fund Balances - Restricted by Donor
= Unrestricted
TOTAL LIABILITIES & CURRENT
FUND BALANCES

LAND, BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND BALANCE

DONOR RESTRICTED ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCE

JUNE 30, 1987

203,500
3,717,000
3,339,800
659,300
171,500

8,091,100

=EEsEEEsEEE

2,772,100
1,004,100
1,804,000
1,833,800

677,100

8,091,100

PRELIMINARY
JUNE 30, 1988

935,500
2,766,200
3,459,800

505,000

225,100

3,062,600
1,128,700
1,797,500
1,765,100

137,700

e . e e

(8/88)

AJ Comm-B



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

LEADERSHIP & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT.

FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 1986/87 - 1988/89

1986/87 1987/88 1987/88 1988/89
ACTUAL BUDGET ESTIMATE BUDGET
Central Staff 960,900 1,033,100 983,700 1,135,300
Atlanta 189,800 192,500 208,800 217,300
Baltimore 80,400 84,000 84,800 91,600
Boston 220,200 249,300 244,400 270,500
Chicago 474,900 534,900 535,200 493,700
Cincinnati 100,000 98,400 99,200 107,300
Cleveland 162,700 166,500 169,900 181,300
Dallas 215,000 198,700 178,200 199,900
Denver 97,300 100,000 107,900 110,700
Detroit 118,500 132,400 122,700 132,800
Houston 178,400 176,900 174,600 188,900
Long Island 79,300 86,000 85,700 91,600
Los Angeles 475,600 535,300 549,200 573,900
Miami 270,400 271,000 . 280,700 295,600
New Jersey 198,400 218,800 208,500 231,300
New York 316,100 341,400 317,600 377,900
Orange County 116,600 158,000 161,200 175,700
Philadelphia 362,200 342,200 348,000 328,000
Phoenix 69,100 102,000 95,300 113,300
Pittsburgh 135,900 111,200 119,300 119,300
Portland 66,500 67,400 68,100 -0~
San Diego 88,900 100,500 101,900 114,800
St. Louis 175,100 180,700 182,200 186,500
San Francisco 178,000 189,900 184,900 210,300
Seattle 96,000 96,400 96,200 100,800
Washington, D.C. 188,700 195,000 210,900 224,200
Westchester 201,700 152,700 145,300 145,200
TOTALS 5,816,600 6,115,200 6,064,400 6,417,700

Add: Chapter Program
Expenses 288,600 290,000 249,600 270,000
TOTAL EXPENSES 6,105,200 6,405,200 6,314,000 6,687,700
(8/88)
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
ANALYSIS OF CAMPAIGN EXPERIENCE

FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 1986/87 & 1987/88

PERCENTAGE
CAMPAIGN CAMPAIGN COST OF
PLEDGES EXPENSES CAMPAIGN
1986/87 ACTUAL
Federations 1,321,500 102,300 7.7%
National 6,035,800 921,800. - 15.3%
New York 6,102,000 949,700 15.6%
Chicago 1,251,100 230,600 18.4%
Special Projects 880,600 133,400 15.1%
TOTAL CAMPAIGN 15,591,000 2,337,800 15.0%
1987/88 ESTIMATE
Federations 1,314,800 101,200 7.7%
National 6,190,200 949,500 15.3%
New York 6,196,200 971,300 15.7%
Chicago 1,175,800 217,000 18.5%
Special Projects 857,800 130,400 15.2%
TOTAL CAMPAIGN 15,734,800 2,369,400 15.0%
(8/88)
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907
New York, New York 10016

SOVIET JEWS: CURRENT PRIORITY ISSUES

The following points represent priority issues to be resolved in seeking a redress of those
abuses affecting the Jewish minority in the Soviet Union: :

Emigration of all refuseniks, with priority to the three former Prisoners of Conscience
(Viadimir Kislik, Evgeny Lein and Roald Zelichonok) and their families, and those
waiting 12 years or more.

Systematic, substantial and sustained emigration involving new applicants.

Establishment of a reasonable time limitation for use of the "State Security" denial

~ of exit visas based on General Secfctary Gorbachev's remarks, in October 1985,

that those waiting "five to ten years . .. eventually . . . get it and leave."

Recognition of Hebrew as the official language of the Jewish minority, the registration
of Hebrew teachers and study groups (Ulpanim), and the availability of Hebrew
language materials.

Broadening opportunity for freedom of Jewish religious and cultural practices, as
well as the opportunity for Soviet Jews to form associations with Jews in the USSR
and in other countries.

Elimination of all forms of official and public anti-Semitism and action, in accordance
with Soviet law, against the neo-fascist, xenophobic, and anti-Jewish groups which
are proliferating (re: Pamyat), as well as the disbanding of the official Anti-Zionist
Committee.

ADOPTED: September 16, 1988
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Fax: (212) 686-1353

NATIONAL JEWISH

September 19, 1988

TO: NJCRAC and CJF Member Agencies
Memo
FROM: Don Lefton, Chair, and Rae Ginsburg, Vice Chair
NJCRAC International Commission

RE: REPORT ON OBSERVANCE OF NIGHT OF MURDERED POETS YAHRTZEIT;
COMMUNITY PROGRAM EXCHANGE ON AFFIXING OF MEMORIAL PLAQUES
AND OTHER COMMEMORATIVE ACTIVITIES

We are pleased to send you this report of the results of the
NJCRAC summer activity for the 36th anniversary of the Night of
the Murdered Poets, August 12, the date in 1952 when 24 Soviet
Jewish writers and other cultural figures were murdered in a
single night and Soviet Jewish culture extinguished.

The effort with the communities had three elements:

* A broad appeal to the Soviet Union for the rehabilitation of
the writers, in which NJCRAC enlisted Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel.
The Wiesel telegram to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev received
widespread coverage, including a page-two story in the New York
Times, and by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency and other Jewish
media.

* NJCRAC enlisted communities to affix memorial plaques at sites
of Jewish and/or cultural significance. Locations chosen includ-
ed synagogues and Jewish community centers. The more unusual
sites included the Carnegie Public Library in Pittsburgh and the
National Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia.

In this first year of the program, nineteen communities joined
the effort, with one, Northern New Jersey, setting up three
plaques in its community. Many CRC executives and leaders from
communities which did not order plagues have expressed interest
in Jjoining the effort next year after viewing the plaque
displayed in the NJCRAC office. The program was developed in
consultation with a committee of CRC directors in June.

* The publication of an op-ed piece by NJICRAC’s Director of
International Concerns, Abraham J. Bayer, in a number of Jewish
newspapers across the country.

The enclosed Program Exchange, produced by Harvey Paretzky of the
NJCRAC staff, reports on these activities and on other programs,
including a demonstration in front of the Soviet Consulate in San
Francisco and a memorial service in New York conducted by the
Workmen’s Circle and the Coalition to Free Soviet Jews (which
also sponsored a demonstration in front of New York’s City Hall).
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COMMEMORATION OF 36TH YAHRTZEIT
"NIGHT OF THE MURDERED POETS™

August 12, 1952 -- August 12, 1988

NJCRAC SOVIET JEWRY PROGRAM EXCHANGE

‘Contents

Elie Wiesel Appeals to Gorbachev for Rehabilitation of Writers

NJCRAC Enlists 19 Communities to Affix Memorial Plaques
Examples of Publicity of Memorial Plaques from:

Buffalo

Northern New Jersey

Philadelphia

Pittsburgh

Hartford

Op-Ed Piece Prepared by NJCRAC Published in Jewish Media
NCSJ Endorses Rehabilitation Effort

Program Materials from:
Washington, DC
New York City
Central New Jersey
Hartford

~Cultural Efforts Tied to Anniversary by:

Chicago
Los Angeles

San Francisco’s Demonstration Outside the Soviet Consulate

Editorials and Op-Eds from:
Los Angeles
Pittsburgh (ADL piece)
New Haven
New York City (The Forward Yiddish Newspaper)

Tie~In to Adoption Program in Kansas City

National Jewish Community Relations.Advisory Council
443 Park Avenue South New York, NY 10016
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THE ELIE WIESEL FOUNDATION L WU
666 FIFTH AVE 11TH FLOOR
NEW YQRK NY 10103

THIS IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE

FRB TODMT NEW YORK NY 07«29 1250P EST .
INT MIKHAIL S GORBACHEY, GENERAL_ SECRETARY
COMMUNIST RARTY OF THE SOVIEY UNION
STARAYA PLOSHCHAD,

MOSCOW103132 (SDVIET UNION)

DEAR GENERAL sscnafARy-conanéHEvi

YOU HAVE HAD THE COURAGE TO 00 .SO MUCH ‘FOR iSO HANY N RECENT Y!AHS
AND SO I APPEAL TO YOU ON BEWALF OF A VERY 'SPECIAL: ' GROYP_QOF PEGPL!I
SOVIET JEWISH INTELLECTUALS UNJUSTLY EXECUTED UNDER STALIN BETWEEN
1948 AND 1953,

IT IS A STRANGE BUT UNDENIABLE FACT "THAT _THESE_POETS, WRITERS,
ARTISTS AND SCIENTISTS LIVED AS COMMUNISTS, ALTHOUGH THEY OIED A4S
JEWS) DOVID BERGELSON, ITZIK FEFFER, _DOVID HOFSHTEIN, LEYB_KOVITKO,
SQLOMON LOZOVSKY, PERETZ MARKISM, YIVZMAK NUSINOV, SHMUEL PERSOV. .
ELIAHU SPIZAK, BENJAMIN ZUSK!, -SHLOMO MIKMOELS, DER NISTER, 'YEWEZKEL
DOBRUSHIN, I21 KHARIS, SHLOMO BILOVY, NOKHUM LEVIN, AND DOV BER

— SLUTSKI,

THEY WERE INNOCENT .OF STALINIS ACCUSATIONS, YOU KNOW THAZI .EVERYBOBY
KNOWNS THAT, IT WOULD BE A WEASURE OF GENEROSITY AND (JUSTRCE ON.YQUR.
PART IF YOU WERE TO PROCLAIM THEIR OFFICTAL 'REWABILITATION OV :AUGUST
12, 1988, THE 36TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE: DEATH OF ‘20 'JEWISH WRITERS. .
EXECUTED IN THE CELLARS OF THE NKVD AS: THE, RESULT OF. A DIRECY ‘ORDER
FROM STALIN, HISTGRY WOULD BE THANKFUL, MR, '‘GENERAL'SECRETARY, AND SO
WOULD JEWS AND NONeJEWS WORLDWIDE,

ELIE WIESEL

1586 NOBEL PEACE LAUREATE

200 EAST &4 ST

NEW YORK NY 10023 USA
COL & MOSCOW103132 1948 31933, 2, 1988, 3I6TH 24 1986 200 84 1
12148 EST

G ”Q.Q'!@.cw Y MAILGRAN MESSAGE SEE ASVEASE SIDE FOR WESTEAN UMION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE MU



THE NEW YORK TIMES,
| FRIDAY, AUGUST s, 1988

. Elie Wiesel Asks Gorbachev
- To Clear 24 Jewish Martyrs

I Elic Wiesel, winner of the 1986 Nobel
Pcace Prize, sent a telegram yester-
i day 1o Mikhail 8. Gorbachev asking the
' Soviet leader to clear the names of 24
! Soviet Jewish writers and other cul-
' tural figures who were killed under or-
§ ders from Stalin 36 years ago this

. month,

! “They were innocent of Stalin's accu-
sations,”” Mr. Wiesel wrote. *'You know
that. Everybody knows that. it would
be a measure of generosity and justice
on your part if you were Lo proclaim
their official rehabilitation on Aug. 12,
1988."

The 24, including poets, artists and
scientists, had been charged with being
“rebels’ and “‘agents of American im-

" perialism’ who wanted to separate the

| Crimea from the Soviet Union to ‘‘es-

tablish their own bourgeois national |

1 Zionist republic."” They were executed :

'lin Moscow on Aug. 12, 1952,

1 “You have had the courage to do so

! much for so many in recent years,"

+Mr. Wiesel said in his appeal to Mr.

Gorbachev. ‘'History would be thank-

ful, Mr. General Secretary, and so

A2

{would Jews and non-Jews worldwide.”

WIESEL ASKS GORBACHEY TO CLEAR
NAMES OF MURDERED YIDDISH POETS

NEW YORK, Aug. 7 (JTA) -- Nobel laureate
Elie Wiesel has calied upon Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev to clear the names of 24 Soviet Jewish
writers and cultural figures murdered on a single
night, Aug. 12, 1952,

The group, known collectively as the “mur-
dered Yiddish poets” because ol the preponder-
ance of Yiddish poets among them, has never
been totally accounted for, and their story has
become legend among Jews of diverse political and
cultural bents.

In a telegram to the Kremlin, Wiesel re-
quested that Gorbachev follow up on the recent
rehabilitation of top Communists killed in the
1930s. during the purges of Josef Stalin. with 21
gesture toward the dictator’s Jewish victims.

“You have had the courage to do 50 much
for so many in recent vears,” Wiesel wrote the
Sovier leader. “and so | appeal to you on behall
of a very special group of people: Soviet Jewish
intellectuals unjustly executed wunder Stalin
between 1948 and 1953

Wiesel's appeal was part of an effort being
coordinated by the National Jewish Community
Relations Advisory Council, which will erect

oscow Asked to Clear
Murdered Poets’ Names
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DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

bronze plaques dedicated to these murdered Soviet
Jews in 19 American citics on Aug. 12,

“Through the dedication of these plaques.
we're asking the Soviet authorities to make
amends for the past injustices done to Soviet
Jews as individuals and as a people.” ctplained
Michael Pelavin of Flint, Mich., who is chairman
of NIJCRAC.

NJCRAC will aiso dedicate a plague in its
New York offices and a second plaque will be
brought to Israel during a NJCRAC mission in
October, to be presented to relatives of several
of the murdered poets who live there.

The plaques include the names of 10 Jewish
cultural ligures known to be among those mur-
dered in the cellar of Lubianka Prison on Aug. 12,
1952: Dovid Bergelson, ltzik Feffer, Dovid
Hofshtein, Leib Kvitko, Solomon Lozovsky, Peretz
Markish, Yitzhak Nusinov, Shmuel Persov, Eliahu
Spivak and Benjamin Zuskin.

Also listed are |6 others murdered during
the “Black Years" for Soviet Jewry, 1948-53
Shiomo Bilov, Yechezkiel Dobrushin. Benjamn
Gotiansky, Zerach Greenberg, Nahum Levin,
Shlomo Mikhoels, Der Nister (Pinchas Kagano-
vitch), Leib Rabkin, Boris Shimshelevich, Dov Ber
Slutzki, Alexander Sodarski, Anna Stelmach. David
Traike, Meir Yosefovitch., Gregory Zashitz and
Mira Zhelzanova.

St. Louis Jewish Light August 17, 1988

Wiesel calls on Gorbachev
~ to clear names of poets

Elie Wiesel

NEW YORK — Nobel Peace
Prize winner Elie Wiesel has
called upon Soviet leader Mik-
hail Gorbachev to clear the
names of 24 Soviet Jewish
writers and cultural figures mur-
dered in a single night, Aug.
12, 1952,

Wiesel’s appeal is part of an

effort coordinated by the Na-

tional Jewish Community Rela-
tions Advisory Council

(NJCRAC) which included the
erection of bronze plaques
dedicated to the memories of the
writers in pearly 20 cities to
mark the 36th anniversary of
what has come to be known as
the Night of the Murdered
Poets.

In a telegram to the Kremlin,
Wiesel has requested that
Soviet leader Gorbachev follow
the recent rehabilitation of top
Communists killed during the
purges by Joseph Stalin in the
1930s with a gesture towards
the Soviet dictator’s Jewish
victims. .

“They were innocent of Sta-
lin's accusations,” Wiesel wrote.
“You know that; everybody
knows that. It would be a

" measure of generosity and jus-

tice on your part if you were to
proclaim their official rehabili-
tation on the 36th anniversary of
the death of 24 Jewish writers
executed in the cellars of the
NKVD (the predecessor to the
KGB) as the result of a direct
order from Stalin. History

would be thankful, Mr. General
Secretary, and so would Jews
and non-Jews worldwide.”
The effort comes as Soviet
Jews continue to suffer from dif-
ficulties in creating indigenous
cultural expressions, despite the
openings created by Gor-
bachev’s policies of glasnost. In
addition, thousands of Soviet
Jews are still separated from
their families in Israel and the
United States, despite recent
increases in emigration.
“Through the dedication of
these plaques, we’re asking the
Soviet authorities to make
amends for the past injustices
done to Soviet Jews as indivi-
duals and as a people. They also

‘can do much more to help

today’s Soviet Jewish cultural
and religious activists lead their
people to full Jewish lives, in-
cluding make aliyah to Israel,”
said Michael A. Pelavin, chair-
man of NJCRAC.

“These plagues will serveasa
continuing reminder to all who
read them that Soviet Jews still
suffer great inequities, as well as

a lasting memorial to the mur-
dered poets. The plaques demon-
strate the nature of the struggle
by Soviet Jews and the sac-
rifices many have endured,”
Pelavin added.

A plaque was dedicated in the
offices of NJCRAC in New
York, and a second plaque will
be brought to Israel by a
NJCRAC delegation on a mis-
sion in October and presented to
the relatives of several of the
murdered poets who have emi-
grated to Israel.

The plaques list the names of
the 10 Yiddish writers killed on
Aug. 12 whose identities are
known (the other 14 who were
known to have been killed have
never been identified), along
with 16 other Jewish cultural
figures murdered between 1948
and 1953, a period termed the
“Black Years™ for Soviet Jews,
The text adds: “May their
memories be an inspiration to
the two million Jews of the
Soviet Union who continue to
yearn for Zion, despite Soviet
;l;pgression of Jewish cultural

..



The Buffalo News/Saturday, August 13, 1988
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MOSCATIjBulfalo News

R;MEMBERING THE EXECUTIONS — Shelley
Hirshberg, chairman of the Soviet Jewry Task
Force of the Jewish Federation, studies the
names of the 24 Soviet Jewish writers, actors,
.scholars and poets executed Aug. 12, 1952, by

the Soviet government. Their bodies never were
recovered. A special ceremony was held Friday
in the Jewish Center Delaware Building to com-

- memorate the 36th anniversary of the “Night of
the Murdered Poets.”

Murdered poets
are memorialized

By HARLAN C. ABBEY

On the 36th anniversary of
heir deaths by firing squads in
he cellars of Moscow's Lubianka

Prison, 24 Jewish poets, writers,
academics and physicians were
memorialized with the dedica-
tion of plaques in their memory.

The ceremonies held at the
Downtown Jewish Center on
Aug. 12, and in 18 other Ameri-
can cilies the same day, were led
by two of Buffalo's most noted
literary and artistic figures, U/B
faculty members Dr. Leslie
Fielder, professor of English,
and Saul Elkin, professor of
drama.

Elkin read three poemsin Yid-
dish and Fielder provided the
English translation.

The works were by David Hof-
shteyn, one of the murdered
poets; Shmuel Halkin, imprison-
ed during the late 1940's and
'50's and Izy Charik, whodied in
a labor camp in the late 1930's.

Elkin, who began his acting

career as a child on the Yiddish
stage, noted that two of those
whose names appear on the
plaque, Shlomo Mikhoets and
Itzik Feffer, both came to Amer-
ica to raise funds for Russian
relief during World War II.

“] heard Mikhoets read from
King Lear in Yiddish,”- he re-
called, “and I believe both of

them also appeared in Buffalo

during their tour.” .o
Chairprson, Shelley Hirsh-
berg emphasized: “Anti-Semit-
ism has deep roots in the USSR.
Many Soviet Jews feel fragile,
vulnerable and frightened.

“We also heard first hand from
Refusniks the fear of a more
open display of anti-Semitism as
a result of Glasnost. :

“Weshould all beever-vigilant
in our monitoring of any and all

anti-Semitic activities that would *

threaten the lives and well-being
of our fellow Jews in the USSR.”

Elkin and Fiedler were intro-

duced by Emily Tall, professor of
Russian at U/B and a member of

BUFFALO JEWISH REVIEW

the Jewish Federation's Soviet
Jewry Task Force, chaired by
Ms. Hirshberg.

The poem read, perhaps the
most timely today, was Halkin’s
“Deep The Holes, Ruddy the
Clay,” which ends:

“Some day good times will
reach our gate,

Better fortune will be our fate,

All our woes will then dis-

August 19, 1988

appear,
A new youth will arise here.
The children then will play
make noise,
At the martyrs’ burial place,
By the pits so deep and sated,
So our grief won't be abated.
Deep the holes, muddy theclay.
Once my home stood by that
way.”

Dr. Leslie Fielder (left) and Saul Elkin with the plaque in
memory of the 24 Jewish poets and intellectuals, which was
dedicated Aug. 12 at the Delaware Jewish Center.
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August 24. 1988

Does ‘Glasnost’ Mean Russia Will Acknowledge Murdered Poets?

By EDITH SOBEL

Dr. Vicior Bordon, co-chairman of the
Soviet Jewry Commilee of the Jewish
Community Reladons Council of North-
em New Jersey, unveiled a plaque on
Thursday, Aug. 11, at the YM-YWHA in
Wayne, in memory of the 24 leading Yid-
dish writers, actors and poets executed by
the Soviet government 36 years ago —
August 12, 1952.

(. .1e of the primary reasons for stressing

" the anniversary this particular year, is the
hope that now, in an- atmosphere of glas-
nost, the victims could be cleared of the
crimes against the USSR of which they
were accused.

In an attempt to make amends for the
abuses and crimes of the past, the Soviet
Union has acknowledged that many of Sta-
lin"s victims were wrongfully accused and

executed. In fact, it has been reported that ,

the name and reputation of Leon Trostsky
will ultimately be vindicated.

What happened 36 years ago? Theevent
is cited on the plaque:

“The Night of the Murdered Poels”,
August 12, 1952
" Onthatnightin the cellars of Lubyan-
ka Prison in Moscow leading Soviet Jew-
ish ‘writers, artists and poets were mur-
dered on order of Joseph Stalin in an
effort to destroy any manifesiation of
Jewish culture.

Among those murdered were: David
Bergelson, Itzik Feffer, Dovid Hofshtein,
Leib Kvitko, Solomon Lozosky, Pereiz
Markish, Yitzhak Nusinov, Shmuel Per-
sov, Eliahu Spivak and Benjamin Zuskin.

During the “Black Years” for Saviet
Jewry (1948-1953), other Soviet Jewish
writers and intellectuals were murdered.

Among them were: Shiomo Bilov, Yech-
ezkiel Dobrushin, Benjamin Gotiansky,
Zerach Greenberg, Nahum Levin, Shlo-
mo Mikhoels, Der Nister (Pinchas Kaga-

-novitch), Leib Rabkin, Boris Shimshele-

vich, Dov Ber Slutzki, Alexander Sodars-
ki, Anna Stelmach, David Tzaike, Meir
Yosefovitch, Gregory Zashitz, and Mira
Zhelzanova,

May their memory be an inspiration to
the two million Jews of the Soviet Union
who continue to yearn for Zion, despite
suppression of Jewish cultural life.

Plague dedicated by the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council of Northern

New Jersey. August 12, 1988 - 29 Av 5748

The truth of the matter was that rather
than being the “enemies of the USSR,
agents of American imperialism,

would be a measure of generosity and jus-
lice on your part if you were 1o proclaim
their official rehabilitation on Aug, 12,

1988, the 36th anniversary of the death of
24 Jewish wrilers, executed in the cellars
of the NKVD as the result of a direct order
from Sulin.”

. He concluded with these words: “His-
tory would be thankful, Mr. General Sec-
retary, and so would Jews and non-Jews
worldwide.” -

Placement of the Plagque

The presentation was made o YM-
YWHA personnel, Mark Shore, executive
director, Donna Rosen, executive vice-
president, and Joscph Walkowitz, treasur-
er. ltwill be placed in the Goldman Judaica
Library which contains many volumes by
these authors as well as other Yiddish and
Russian authors and poets.

cities, and publishing houses with dozesis
of titles annually in editions reaching mil-
lions. Yiddish was the language of the
Jewish minority.

By the late 40's Stalin systematically
dismantled Jewish culture, and by 1948
there was only one school of higher leam-
ing remaining. It was closed later that same
year. The theaters were no longer eligible
for support, and the glorious tradition of
the Yiddish State Theater in Moscow came
0 a grinding halt. ’

By 1948, the campaign to crush Jewish
life intensified. Solomon Mikhoels, the
great actor, was lured to Minsk and found
decapitated. Yiddish newspaper writers .-
and editors were imprisoned and never
‘heard from again. By 1949, it was esti-
mated that there were 431 Yiddish intellec-
twals imprisoned in the Gulag.

36th Anniversary Memorialized

bourgeois nationalist zionists and rebels,
who sought by armed rebellion to separate
the Crimea from the Sovict Union,” they
were guilty simply of being Jews.
“You have had the courage to do so
much for so many in recent years, said
Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel in a passionate
telegram appeal to Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev, “that I appeal lo you on behalf
of a very special group of people: Soviet
Intellectuals unjusty executed under Sta-
lin between 1948 and 1953. .
“It is a strange but undeniable fact that
these poets, writers and artists and scien-
tists lived as communists, although they
died as Jews... They were innocent of Sta-
lin’s accusationf You know thai—
everybody knows that,” Wiesel added. “It

The plaques, which will hopefully serve
as a continuing reminder to all who read

* them that Soviet Jews still suffer great ine-

quities, have been placed in more than 17
cultural and community centers through
the coordinated effort of the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Councils and the local
Federations throughout the U.S.A.

One of the plaques will also be brought
to Israel by a NJICRC dedgation on a mis-
sion in October and presented to the rela-
tives of several of the murdered poets who
have emigrated to Israel.

The Demise of Jewish Culture

In 1917 there were 11 daily Yiddish
newspapers; over 60 weeklies and other
joumals, thriving and celebrated Yiddish
theaters with performances in various

The Infamous Date

But the most audacious attack took
place on August 12, 1952. Renowned Jew-
ish academics, physicians, poets and wri-
ters went on trial as “rebels.” On July 18,
all but one had received the verdict of
death; only one, a woman, was sent (o
prison.

On that fateful day in August, the death
seniences were carried out in the cellars of
Moscow’s Lubianka Prison. The execu-
tions were never acknowledged nor were
the bodies ever recovered.

Ten years after, during the Khrushchev
years, some of the writers' wives were sent
aslip of paper, with no explanation, simply
informing them of their husbands’
“liquidation.” o

Continued on next page



Continued from previous page

After the death of Stalin, the executions
were halted. So was Yiddish culwre.

As of 1988, although there has been no
Jewish education, it is reputed that 250,000
Russian Jews still speak Yiddish: but there
is, in all of Russia, only one Yiddish week-
ly newspaper. A handful of Yiddish class-
ics are published annually, and, as Yosef
Kerler, a Yiddish poet, lamented prior to
his departure for Israel, “I am a Yiddish
poet, but I am utterly superfluous in the
Saviet Union.”

Gorbachev has insituted glasnost, but
for Jews little has chaneed. Not one Jewish

TO HEMEMBER Dr \'lc{ar Bnnden, !en. co-chalrrnan of ﬂxe
Soviet Je\_wy_ c_o_n_;mltlee JCRC, with Elaine Abrams, board

school has been permitted for over 40
years; fewer than a handful of students
attend the Moscow yeshiva (which has yet
to graduate one rabbi).

_However, because of pride in Israel,
there is an intense desire for Jewish cul-
ture. Refusemiks form underground clas-
ses in private apartments to leam Hebrew
and await - impatiently - the right 1o study
their heritage and culture, as guaranteed by
the Helsinki Accords signed by the Soviets
in 1975.

The truth of the mater is, that as of
August 24, 1988, the USSR still fails to
allow the basic cultural and religious insti-
tutions essential to ethnic survival for

Soviet Jews.
(Prepared with material from NJCRAC)

J'
TO REMEMBER A DATE !N INFAMY: Dr. Wc:nr Bordon, Ieﬂ
co-chalrman of the Sovlet Jewry Committee of the Jewish
. Community Relations Council of Northern New Jersey, pre-
- senting the commemorative plaque to Joe Walkowitz, Don-
na Rosen and Mark Shore: treasurer, executive vice presi-

Never Fb}get

Two additional plaques were presented
by the Jewish Community Relations
Council of Northem New Jersey (JCRC).
One will be placed at the Jewish Commun-
ity Center (JCC) on the Palisades, in

, Tenafly; the other will be located at the

YM-YWHA in Washington Township.

PROUD DISPLAY: Willam Welss, co-chalrman, JCRC

Soviet Jewry Committee, ftee, left, with aeuven Merker, hoard
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‘Night of Murdered Poets’
5 recalled wit &ribut

1

REMEMBERING A SACRIFICE — v, Victor Borden, left, co-chinirman of the Soviet Jewry
Committee of the JCRC of Northern New Jersey presents o plagque on Aug. 11 to Wayne YM-YWHA
board members Joseph Walkowitz, treasurer; Barbara Rosen, exccutive vice-president; and Mark
Shore, exccutive director; commemorating the “Night of the Murdered vets” 1o be displayed in the
Y's librarv. (TODAY photo by Ed Hanlon)

WAYNE — Remember the heroes of yesterday
and celebrate the heroes of today.

Marcia Rapp, associate director of the Jewish
Federation of Nurthern New Jersey, said that was
the purpose of the Aug. 11 dedication of a plaque to
be displayed in the Charles Goldman Judaica
Library of the Young Men’s and Young Women's
Hebrew Association of North Jersey (YM-YWIIA)
on Pike Drive.

The plaque lists the names of 12 of the Jewish
writers, poets, and artists who were executed on
Aug. 12, 1952, on what has become known as *“The
Night of the Murdered 'vets."”

The plague veads: “On that night in the cellars
of Lubyanka Prison in Moscow, leading Soviet
Jewish writers, artists, and poets were murdered
on order of Juseph Stalin in an effort to destroy
any manifestation of Jewish culture.”

At least twice as many individuals than listed
were killed that night, but records of their identi-
ties have been lost,

In addition, the plaque lists 16 other lending
Jewish intellectuals who died at the hands of the
Stalin regime between 1948 and 1953, during the
“Black Years" of Soviet Jewry.

The plaque was presented to trustees of the YM-
YWHA by Dr. Victor Borden, co-chairman of the
Soviet Jewry Commitiee of The Jewish Communi-
ty Relations Council of Northern New Jersey. On
Aug. 12, similar plaques were dedicated at the
YM-YWHA in Washington Township and the JCC
Center on the Palisades in Englewood.

The dedication was followed by a reading by Y
treasurer Juseph Walkowitz of a poem titled *1
Am a Jew' by Soviet Jew 1. Feffer which Walk-
owitz translated himself, and a performance of
lebrew songs by the “Isracli Scout Caravan,” a
singing group made up of Israeli boy and girl
scouls.

“1t went very well," said Rapp of the ceremony.
“Over 500 people attended, 50 of which were
Soviet Jews we've helped rvesettle in this area."”

Rapp continued, "It was of special significance
to the older audience members, since as children
they read many of the works of the writers and
puets that we were conunemorating.'’

When asked what such a celebration meant to
Jews, Rapp said, It means we haven't forgotten
the Jews who gave up their lives for their religion
and culture and how important it is for all of us to
continue treasuring that heritage. 1t's something
we should never forget.”’

Rapp concluded by calling Jews who remain in
the Soviet Union "the heroes of today."

“They keep practicing their religion and culture
faithfully despite government oppression,” she
said.
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LOCAL NEWS

In the era of ‘glasnost,’ a strong plea
for the murdered poets of the USSR

Staff and Wire Report

A plaque bearing the names of 10 Soviet ‘nddlsh writers
killed by the Stalin regime during the infamous “‘Night of the
Murdered Poets” of Aug. 12, 1952, was expected to be
presented by the Soviet Jewry Council of the Jewish
Community Relations Council to the National Museum of
American Jewish History at a ceremony yesterday at the
museum on Independence Mall.

Similar plaques will also be dedicated in 17 other cities,
including Cherry Hill, through the efforts of the National
Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council and its local
affiliates.

Bari Minnick. director of the Soviet Jewry Council of
Philadelphia’s JCRC, said that although this year is not a
significant anniversary of the event — in which a total of 24
poets, writers, artists and scientists were killed — activists
hope that now, in an atmosphere of glasnost, the victims
could be cleared of the crimes they were accused of
committing against the USSR.

In conjunction. with the plaque dedications, Nobel laureate
Elie Wiesel has called upon Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
to follow up on the recent rehabilitation of top Communists
killed during the purges of Josef Stalin in the 1930s with a
gesture toward the Soviet dictator’s Jewish victims.

““You have had the courage to do so much for so many in
recent years,'’ Wiesel wrote Gorbachev in a telegram, “‘and so
1 appeal to you on behalf of a very special group of people:
Soviet Jewish intellectuals unjustly executed under Stalin
between 1948 and 1953.

*They were innocent of Stalin’s accusations. You know
that; everybody knows that,”” Wiesel wrote. *‘It would be a
measure of generosity and justice on your part if you were to
proclaim their official rehabilitation on Aug. 12, 1988, the
36th anniversary of the death of 24 Jewish writers.”

The slain writers and artists have never been totally
accounted for or fully identified.

The plaques also list the names of 16 other Jewish cultural
figures murdered between 1948 to 1953.

According to Sarita Gocial, who serves as an outreach

MMMaMhmdﬂmm

and intellectuats. Photo by Scolt Weiner

liaison to local Jewish @rganizations for the Soviet Jewry
Council and who was to present the plague here, the gesture
also will serve as ‘‘a reminder that there are still Jews in Russia
that cannot leave.”

Sally Gross, acting director of the museum, said that after
the plaque is dedicated, it will be displayed in the museum’s
exhibit entitled, ‘A Century of Ambivalence: The Jews of
Russia and the Soviet Union, 1881 to Present,’”” which opens
Oct. 23.

Oneoflhcphqusmﬂahobeukmtolsraddurm;a
NICRAC mission in '‘October, to be presented to relatives of
several of the murdered poets who live there.

Locally, the Workmen’s Circle Cultural Center, 6515
Bustleton Ave., is commemorating the slain writers at a
ceremony today at 1 p.m. ]

Staff writer Steve Feldman and the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency contributed to this report.
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Pittsburgh Conference on Soviet J ew?g
1-8000

234 McKee Place e Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213 ¢ (412)

1987 - 1988

Chair
June S. Schulberg

Vice Chairs

Rabbi Richard M.E. Marcowitz

Howard T. Shapiro
Charlotte F, Zabusky

Secrelary
Sophie Masloft

Treasurer
Rabbi Mark N. Staitman

Coerdinator
Faith Weinstein

July 5, 1988

Mr. Robert Cronenberger: Director

.Carnegie Public Library

4400 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Dear Mr. Crcnenberger:

August 12, 1988 will mark the 36th anniversary of the
murder of 24 Soviet Jewish poets and writers, a crime which
was the climax of Stalin's campaign to destroy Soviet/Jewish
culture during the Black Years 1948-1953.

A memorial plaque to commemorate the memories of the _
murders has been designed to be placed in a cultural centers
across the United States to mark the anniversary of the
August 12, 1952 murders of 24 Soviet/Jewish poets and
writers.

Our Community Relations Directorr Dr. Edie Navehr and I
thought that perhaps the Carnegie Library would be the
significant cultural institution to house this memorial
plague in our city. I am enclosing factual infomation
regarding August 12th as well as a copy of the text which

will appear on the plaque.

After you have had a chance to read over this material.
perhaps we can meet along with Dr. Naveh to discuss this
further, Please don't hesitate to call me at 681-8000 if you
need more infommation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Falth Weinstem
Coordinator

/pim
o SEE OVER

Enclosures

cc: Dr. Edie Naveh



THE JEWISH CHRONICLE - Thurs., August 25, 1938

DED[CATING a phq“ marking the 36th anniversary
of the “Night of the Murdered Poets” was Mayor Sophie
Masloff, left, Robert Cronberger, director of the Carnegie

Library, and June Schulberg, chairperson, Pittsburgh
Conference on Soviet Jewry. The plaque, which was dedicated
at Carnene Public Library, marks the anniversary of the
in Lubyanka Prison under then-Soviet leader Josef Stalin.’
The Mayor was joined by the executive committee members
of the Pittsburgh Conference on Soviet Jewry in the dedication

ceremony.

Plaque to honor
24 murdered

Soviet poets
Mayor Sophie Masloff

and executive commiltee
members of the Pittsburgh
Conference on Soviet Jewry
dedicated a memorial plaque
this past Tuesday at the

The plaque marks the
36th anniversary of the
“Night of the Murdered
Poets” when leading Jewish
writers, artists and intellec-
tuals were executed in the
cellars of Lubyanka Prison
under Stalin’s orders.




THE CONNECTICUT JEWISH LEDGER

Memorial Plaque Dedicated
To Murdered Soviet Poets

{Special to the Ledger)

BLOOMFIELD — On Aug. 12,
the 36th aniversary of the “'Night
of the Murdered Poets,” at a
special service at Beth Hillel
Synagogue, 160 Wintonbury
Avenue, a plaque was dedicated for
the Charter Oak Temple Cultural
Center, according to Marshal
Elovich, jCenter president, and
Davis B. Fox, Center executive
director.

The plaque memorializes the 245

Soviet writers, actors, intellectuals, --

and poets who were executed by the
Soviet government. This plaque
recalls the martyrs, while at the
same time calling attention to the
continuing frustration of Soviet
Jews' desires to learn about their
heritage and culture, the two
spokesmen explaind.

The plaque will hang in the

Charter Oak Temple Cultural
Center, a visual and performing
arts center housed in what was the
first synagogue constructed in Con-
necticut in 1876. The plaque reads:
“On that night in the cellars of Lu-
bianka Prison in Moscow 10 Soviet
Jewish writers, artists and poets
were murdered on order of Joseph
8talin. They were: David

Bergelson, 1tzik Feffer, Dovid Hof-
shtein, Leib Kvitko, Solomon

Lozovsky, Peter Markish, Yitzhak

Nusinov, Shmuel Persov, Eliahu

Spivak, Benjamin Zuskin. During
the ‘Black Years' for Soviet Jewry
(1948-1963), other Soviet Jewish
writers and intellectuals weré
murdered, among them: Shlomo
Bilov, Yeschezkiel Dobrushin, Ben-
jamin Gotiansky, Zerach
Greenberg, Shlomo Mikhoels, Der

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1988

Nister (Pinchas Kaganovitch), Leib
Rabkin, Mira Shelzanova, Anna
Stelmach, David Tzaike, Meir
Yosefovitch, Gregory Zashitz. May
they be an inspiration to the two
million Jews of the Soviet Union
who continue to yearn for Zion."

The murder of 24 Soviet Jewish
poets and writers was the climax of
Stalin’s campaign to destroy Soviet
Jewish culture during the black
years of 1948-1953, the spokesmen
stated.. August 12, 1952 marks the
most brutal expression of Soviet
policy to destroy Jewish cultural
life. Those Jewish artists murdered
by Stalin strived to nurture a
vibrant Yiddish cultural life which
was for many Soviet Jews the only
means of Jewish identity after the
1917 Revolution, they added.

= - -

EDERATION STAFF AND EX-REFUSENIK — Prior to the memorial service for the Night of the
M:r?ered Poets, Lev Shapiro, former Refusenik, spoke to community leaders and staff of the Greater Hnrt:
ford Jewish Federation. Shown (from left) are Liz Kriwitsky, Edith Catler, Shirley Wacht‘el. and Naomi
Shenkman, all members of the Soviet Jewry Task Force of the Community Relations Council; Susan Stop-
pelman, Judi Gillman, and Ethan Felson, Federation staff; Marge Moskowitz, also of the Soviet Jewry Task

Force, and Mr. Shapiro.
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National
Conference
/OI‘I |

YfSoviet ”= —I i A
CONTACT: Deborah/Jerry Strober ! FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(212) 679-6122 -

"REHABILITATE MURDERED JEWISH POETS AND END CULTURAL
AND RELIGIOUS REPRESSION IN NAME OF 'GLASNOST"
NCSJ CHAIRMAN DEMANDS OF GORBACHEYV

NEW YORK -- August 12, 1988. . ."If ‘glasnost' is to be believed, then General
Secretary Gorbachev must rehabilitate the twenty-four Jewish poets murdered in one
of the worst excesses of the Stalin era, and must end the current repression of Jewish
religious and cultural rights in the Soviet Union," Morris B. Abram, Chairman of the
National Conference on Soviet Jewry (NCSJ) stated today, the thirty-sixth anniversary
of The Night Of The Murdered Poets.

Noting that "While Jews are no longer shot in the_ back in thé Soviet Union in
order to accommodate a madman's paranoia and expression of overt anti-Semitism,"
Mr. Abram stated that "The Soviet Government pursues Jewish cultural annihilation,
even in the era of purported 'glasnost,' by routinely repressing basic human rights, as
guaranteed in the Helsinki Accords and other international agreements to which the
Soviet Union is a signatory, including the right to leave one's country and to enjoy
religious and cultural freedom."

Mr. Abram called upon all organizations which plan to commemorate The Night
Of The Murdered Poets to join the NCSJ in demanding that the Soviet Union rehabilitate
the murdered Jewish intellectuals and instifute religious and cultural freedom for the
Soviet Union's nearly twﬁ—million Jews.

National Office: . 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York, New York 10016 (212) 679-6122
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 (202) 265-8114
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" jewfsh community relations council of the
jewish united fund of metropolitan chicago

one saulh frankhin sireer, cnicago. illinos 00606  tetephone 1312) 444-2881

Cuniespnrce Lharrman
Rirarg ) dice

AN S

ittt July 27, 1988
g osemn ey CHICAGO CONFSRIENCE ON SOVIET JEARY
B Domeear -y .

augr Nrin s M RICHARD J. 2ICE, CHAIZIMAN

Zver sinca the Zzisnevik revclution, +4e Soviet
Union ="as deliberaTtely and ruthlessl; asyrsued a
aolicy of forced zssimilatign tcward +5He dews.
Througn Terror and other means, the Scvie*s have
atvempted t0o cur off ScviaT Jews from tTheir
rellgious and cultural rcots and T3 stamp out
Jewlgh consciousness. One of the most ecregious
examples of This happened *thirty=-six years ago
this August. Known as the "Night of the Murdered
Fcets," This was wnen the Scviats brutally
executed twenty-four Jewisn poets, writers and
scientisTs in the. basement of the noTeoricus
Ludienka Frison.

in an effort to draw atventicn to the anniversary
of thig tragic event=--an event from wnich Scvier
Jewish cultural |ife has never recovered=-the
Ccnference will hold a demcrsiraticn at the
Augitcriusm Theater (corner cof Wabash and Congress
Street:z) on Wednesday, August 10fh, when The
SovierT Gaorgian State Dance Ccmpany comes o
Chicage. We will meet at 7 P.M., one hour btefzcre
tThe perfcrmancs begins. This visit provides us a
i sertunity *o get acrcss the pein- *mavt

us Je 2P

dazci+s glzsnceT, Icviet Jews are sTiil noT anle
T: leern apoutT Their reiigion, gulture ang
laaguage. The ScvieTs conTinue TO sudgress Tae
develoztenrnt ‘cf 2ny kind ¢f zmaznincful Jewiin
culturazi life.

The sucgess of +ne demcnstreTion depsnds cn thnz
serticigaticon cof xgy and you= groznfzazianl vile
lzcox focrward To your Jeini™: us to shided yYour
ccmmitment to tne cause of fresdom for Scviet
JEWE.

Siease call Rlcaarg Zelin at 444-ZBE1 and let us .
kncw thaT we can count cn ycu.

RIR=vec

apnlirea wath the Natonal Conrerence on Suviet lewry
Nemime 1 e NG R e Commamits Relgtwons 4avisery Counal

chicago conference on soviet jewry

Advertisement placed in Playbill
for the Hollywood Bowl and
other theaters for month of

August.,

In Memorium
The Night of the Murdered Poets
August 12, 1952

é

Despite glasnost, Soviet Jews
are still unable to express their
cultural and religious tradition.

COMMISSION ON SOVIET IEWRY
Jewish Federation Council of Greater Los Angeles
213085201234
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NIGHT OF THE MURDERED POETS

On the night of August 12,
1952, twenty-four leading Jewish
poets, writers, and intellectuals
were executed in the basement
of Moscow’s notorious Lubianka

On August 11, 1988, we will
honor the memory of these
executed writers. The program
will include readings from the
works of the murdered poets by
prominent Bay Area authors.

prison.

Thirty-six years later, Soviet
Jews continue to suffer cultural
and religious oppression, and
are still denied the right to
emigrate.

REMEMBRANCE
Thursday, August 11, 1988

7:30 P.M.
SOVIET CONSULATE

2790 Green Street at Baker San Francisco, California
Co-sponsored by:
Bay Area Council for Soviet Jews (415) 585-1400
Jewish Community Relations Council of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties (415) 957-1551
Interreligious Task Force for Soviet Jews

Paid for with the assistance of )affe-Schlossberg Insurance, 3502 Geary Blvd., S.F. (415) 221-5340

Advertisement placed in the Northern California Jewish Bulletin
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Night of murdered poets

By ARRAHAM H FOXMAMN, Speiial ne The (henmile
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The New Haven

PUBLISHED IR COOPERATION WITH
THE JEWLSH FEDERATIOR OF GREATER NEW HAYEN

- Thursday, August 11, 1938
I - ——

A IVigh!’ to R el.'.nember

Friday. Aug. 12. 15 u saa anmversary Thurty-msx veary on
that date. Josef Stalin 3 neociman muraerea 24 renowned Joman
academucs. physicians. poets ang writers, Thus CAMMAZY, SAITIed Gut
in lhnﬂlhﬂo!Mﬂunu'lLume-umm
.:h-:u-_d-dgvd by the authorities until vears later. The vicums nad
neen charged with being rebeis. ' agents of Amencan im-
penalism * who wanted to establish & Ziorust republc in :ae
Crmes. [t was & familisr tale of Stalin terror based on tPumped-up
charges. [n tne wanter of 194849, an eatumated 431 aroiacs. writery
480 Musicians disappearad into che Gulag.

In thus era of "Glasnost.” such “enemues of tne ttate as
Bukharn — & leading victum of the (938 Purgy — “ave seen
renabilicatsd Even Leon Trotsicy, Stelin's arch-enemy wng
represents evil in d e Communiat Y
rehatilitated. Even before the Gorbachev era
discrecited and much leaders as Khrushchev ang
cOme in for criticisma,

A3 we prvpdire Lo mark the J6th anruversary of the dreaded ught
af werror — & Sebbath Eve service ac Bloomfiela's Betn Hilal
Synagogue will note the event as communstres througnout the -
*10n obsarve t fe snruversary — (113 proper to consider Nobel Prze
wmner Elie Wiesel's appeal to Mikhau Gorbachey Lo clear :ne
names of the 24 martyrs.

Now that the Soviet state has embarked on & “cleansing " of hus.
"ecord in mone ways than one. such s response would be meat ap-
propriste. Mr Wiesel in a talegrem o the Soviec leager. asesa-
zhat Gorbachev follow the recent rehabilitation of top C
lalled dunng the Stalin purges of the 19305 mth an Approprate
gesture towards the Jewnsh victima of Stalin's rage.

To mark thus new dnve for postnumous Justice. the Satioral
fewnsn Community Relations Advisorv Counctl and the Natnraj
Conference on Sowviet Jewry nave comoineg forces to orng the
message of desired Soviet renabilication of innocent Jewian vie:
tims. the sad continuation of the plight of Soviet Joews who want ta
maintun their culture and thewr sttacament o Hebrew ang Yic:
aish and the enability of chousands of Sovier Jews tn smugTeLe ta

wves,

wratian and

under (orba hev
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One visible 1ign of this campaign 13 the erection nf oronze pla-
ques cedicated 1o the memones of the 24 martyes whien 13 scnecu-
=g for nearty 20 Amencan cittes, Hartforg nas been seirctea as one
of :hose Cities. and & plaque will be gecucated at Frdav sverng 4
service at Beth Hillel Synagogus. The plague wall hang in tne
Charter Oax Temple Cultural Center in Hartford's Soutr Eac
which was the ute of the first synagoque constructea in Cunnec-
ticut. The buldding was erscted i [876,

The plaque wll recall the murders of Aug. 12. 1952, ang some of
the other Soviet Jewish intellectuals who became the viciums of
the Stalin terror dunng the enswng five vears The closing | a
in the bronte memonal will swate: ~“May their memonies be e
apiration Lo the two mullioo Jews of the Soviet L vion wno coneinue
I{_:; vearn for Zion. despite Soviet suppression of Jewnan cuitural
ife,

We who hold dear every ona of the sux mullion martvrs wno fell as
part af Hisler 3° Final Solution’” must forever semember a e
wno wery viczams of all tvrants who have oppressea nur people Wa
Must remembser that no one s safe 50 lona as anvone s not Tee
Stalin interrupted us campugn agmnsr the Jews and agusst
other munonties when the Nan invamon in (941 put tne Sovier
state in peril of going under. When the war — with kev neip from
the Uruted States — was won, Lhe derangeq cCLALOr seturned w0
‘us madness.

Despice “GL * ant-5 sull N o L Sovet
UVwon. [t manafests osell 1n quotas, in slurs feawureg in Sovies
publications snd — roncally — the greater Seedom of sxpression
nas unlesshed tne vicious ant-Serutic. nationabst Pamyat move
ment whach che government could control — if it wanteg o

There are certan principles we must pursue. We must et all
tumes remember the Siz Million and rededicate surselves w0 the
cause of p of any r we Tust keep up :ne
pressure for Soviet Jews. those who mish to emugrate and ihose
who wnah to live there as Jews: we must be alert 20 anv semoiance
of anti-Semutism anywhers. such as Fallweil funaamentalists ana
film curectors such as Franco Zeffirwili have unisashed Secause
Lew Wasserman, charman of MCA. s Jewnsh and an MCA sub
viciary has produced a new film about Jesus to whuch cnev take ex-
ception. Incrgentally. all the artuats sassocuated wnth the producton
are Chrstians.

We dare not look the other way when we are challenged. sspecal-
Iy whan the chailenge is unjust. Yes, e want albes. But we cannat
expect them to fight our batilés for un whils we stand by,

We have not pauntad & pretty picturs: and we have cot mention
ed the West Bank. King Husamn or che PLO even once.
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‘Murdered poets’ mentality still haunts Soviet Jews

Next Friday, Aug. 12, will mark the 36th anniver-
sary of the “Night of the Murdered Poets.” This
moment in history, when 24 Soviet Jewish poets and
writers were Kkilled, marks a crime that was the

climax of Joseph Stalin’s campaign to destroy So-.

viet Jewish culture.

Despite the openings permitted by glasnost, it
continues to be difficult, if not impossible, for Sovi-
et Jews to create indigenous cultural expression.

Recent efforts to create a Jewish library and
museum in individuals’ apartments in Moscow un-
derscore the craving of Soviet Jews for such oppor-
tunities.

According to Mark H. Gilgus, chairman of the
Soviet Jewry Committee of the Jewish Community
Relations Bureau, it is appropriate to call attention
to the fate of the murdered poets and take this oc-
casion to emphasize local efforts on behalf of Soviet
Jewry.

Gilgus suggested that the anniversary be com-
memorated by ‘‘adopting’” a Soviet Jewish ref-
usenik family through the JCRB,

Other activities include writing to senators and
representatives and to Soviet ofl’icials, reminding
them of the oppression of Jewish culture in the So-
viet Union.

Gilgus added that while the numbers allowed to
emigrate have increased and there have been
modest gestures by the Soviet government in
allowing private individuals to open a library and
‘‘museum” in their apartments, little has changed
for the cultural and religious lives of Soviet Jews.

Not one Jewish school has been permitted for
more than 40 years, not in Yiddish or Hebrew,

- Other, much smaller ethnic and national, groups.

have a wide network of cultural and educational
institutions conducted in their own language.
Refuseniks have made repeated attempts to elicit
recognition of Hebrew from the Soviet government,
bul to no avail.
Unofficial seminars and classes in Hebrew have
proliferated in cramped apartments and are toler-

ated by the government, although with surveillance
and KGB harassment. While the arrests of Hebrew
teachers have stopped, the government continues
to refuse to recognize the legitimacy of teaching the
modern language of Hebrew.

Meanwhile, Judy Hellman, associate executive
director of the JCRB, noted the number of Soviet
adoptions continues to increase.

Locally, Dee Byrd adopted the Andrei Zubkov
family of Moscow. Zubkov is a computer pro-
grammer whose parents also live in Moscow. He
has been refused permission to emigrate because of
his alleged ‘secrecy of father.” This marks the
third Soviet family which Byrd has adopted. Her
first two families have since received permission to
leave the Soviet Union.

The Jewish Community Center’s Senior Adull
Department has adopted the Grigory Stanislavsky
family of the Moldavian Republic. Stanislavsky, 68,
is a pensioner as is his wife, Malka, 67. No reason
was stated for their not being granted exit visas.

Sharri Barker of Louisburg, Kan., has adopted
the Irina Schegoleva family of Moscow. Schegoleva

Soviet

Continued from page 9

Bar and Bat Mitzvah ceremonies with their
counterparts in the Soviet Union who are denied
this privilege.

Andy Grad is twinning his Bar Mitzvah with
Michail Priven of Mosk Oblast, Jason Rose with
Maxim Yankelevich of Leningrad, Kevin Spiegel
with Nisim Anisimov of Derbent, and Scott Rosen-
thal with Yuri Yuriev of Leningrad.

Melanie Talb is sharing her Bat Mitzvah with In-
na Lazutin of Moscow, and Lauren Atlas is twinning
hers with Ekaterina Grinberg of Odessa.

In Topeka, Jason Alloy is sharing his ceremony
with Aleksey Achildrev of Uzbek, and Joshua
Gutovitz is twinning his Bar Mitzvah with Nisim
Anisimov of Derbent. .

Some good news was received by people locally,
whose adopted families have received permission
to emigrate from the Soviet Union. Ben and
Jeanette Feigenbaum, Lynn Sousley, and Jerry
Medo and Doris Yonker heard the good news re-
cently by way of Hellman.

The Jewish Community Center staff was infor-
med that the Vladimir Aleksandrovish Gorodnitsky

is a barber who studied economics, and is the
parent of a young son. No reason was given for the
family’s being denied exit visas. In nearby Wichita,
the Mid-Kansas Jewish Federation has adopted the
Isaac Levin family and Avraham Gutkin of Mos-
cow, and the Boris Leites family of Leningrad. Ac-
cording to the JCRB, that makes them the only or-
ganization to adopt as many as three families.

Levin and his wife are both metallurgical
engineers. They are the parents of a teen-age
daughter. “No reunification of families’” was given
as the reason for their being denied permission to
emigrate.

Gutkin, a widower, is a retired professor of phys--
ics. No reason was stated for his being denied per-
mission to leave the Soviet Union.

Leites, a radio and electronic engineer, and his
wile, a teacher of physics and math, were not given
a reason for being unable to leave the country.

Hellman also noted that people of all ages are
taking an interest in the plight of Soviet Jewry. For
example, six area youngsters are twinning their

Conlinued to page 23

family were at last given permission to leave the
Soviet Union.

In addition, the Boris Goldman family, adopted
by the Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood of Wichita,
has received permission to enfigrate. '

In other news, Kansas state Rep. Barbara P.
Allen recently wrote to Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev of behalf of Grigory Gimpelson. of Len-
ingrad. -

Her letter, in part, stated, “‘As a result of your
new policy of glasnost, 1 hope you will assist Mr.
Gimpelson in his desire to leave the Soviet Union so
that he may be with his wife and son in the United
States.

“Mr. Gimpelson has been denied permission to
emigrate on the basis of state secrets. However, the
‘state secrets’ work he was involved with is now
published material.

*I have a special concern for the welfare of Mr.
Gimpelson, as do many other people from the state
of Kansas, and strongly believe he should be allow-
ed to be reunited with his family in New York.”

For information on adopting a family, contact
Judy Hellman, JCRB associate executive director,
at 421-5808.

(Information for this article was contributed by
the Jewish Community Relations Bureau ané
compiled by Community Editor Mark Belingloph.)



[end]
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MEMO

from Abraham J. Bayer

Director, International Commission

September 19, 1988
TO: CRCs and Federations

You may have missed the attached two pieces on Soviet Jewry during the summer
torpor. The analysis in the New York Times on the state of anti-Semitism and

the tremors felt by Soviet Jews reflects a growing number of reports from
emigrants, travelers and diplomats. However, while prejudice against Jews

seems to be a fixture on the Soviet landscape, the fears of widespread violence:

against Jews have, thankfully, not been borne out to date, The conditions
~described in the article must be carefully monitored.

The articles from the Israel Scene, an Israeli magazine published by the World
Zionist Organization, is an excellent overview of conditions for Jews in the
Soviet Union in the last few years, especially in the recent period when there
is so much confusion about- progress under Glasnost and Perestroika.

Best wishes for a year of health and peace.

{;\?IGP;NUJﬁ’ R

*

National Jewish Community Rrlations Advisory Council
443 Park Avenue South New York, N.Y. 10016
2126846950
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For Moscow Jews, Fear

By ESTHER B. FEIN
Special to The New York Times

MOSCOW, Aug. 4 — There is a sense
of fear among Jews in Moscow these
days, a disquieting feeling that the
changes taking place in Soviet society,
changes that seem to encourage more
openness and tolerance, are somehow
stimulating the anti-Semitism that has
deep historical roots in this country.

Moscow Jews point to several inci-
dents as evidence that their fear is well
founded. The most blatant and often-
cited concerns a smattering of crude
leaflets around the city this spring that
called for ““death to Jews"” and warn-
ings that the celebration of the millen-
nium of Christianity in this country,

| which took place in June, would be

marked by violence and pogroms.

The millennium festivities passed
without incident. But no sooner had the
month of church celebrations ended,
when members of an ultranationalist
group began publicly denouncing Jews
at weekly meetings in a Leningrad
park, according to letters in the latest
issue of Moscow News and conversa-
tions with Leningrad Jews.

Together, such evenis have left Jews
here feeling fragile and vulnerable and
frightened that this new period in
Soviet history will mean trouble.

‘*Anti-Semitism here is an old illness,
an ancient illness,” said Yuli Kasha-
rovsky, a Moscow Jew who for 17 years
has been denied permission to emi-
grate. '‘But before, it was fears we nur-

A feeling of
unease that
change can foster
anti-Semitism.

tured among ourselves. What is new
for us is this talk, the fact that it is so
acceptable to speak about anti-Semi-
tism. We have to ask ourselves, ‘What
does this mean?’ "

The question is a complicated and
difficult one, Jews here acknowledge.
For while evidence of current anti-
Semitism is visible — in Soviet litera-
ture and the press, in graveyards
where Jewish tombstones have been
overturned and at public meetings
where speakers receive anti-Jewish
notes from the audience — it is essen-
tially not very different from the old
kind of anti-Semitism.

What appears to have raised fear
and concern is that the Soviet Union is
beginning a new chapter in its history.
And although the catch-phrase of this
new era is glasnost, or openness, Jews
point out that, historically, changes in

..| Soviet society and leadership have re-

" "| sulted in increased anti-Semitism.

‘| time. The leaflets, handwritten and

:| agrees coalesced the growing fear was
‘| the spring rumor of pogroms and the

| Jewish group was scheduled to stage

Of Prejudice Is Stirring

‘“‘Newness usually means hope to
most people,” said Gennadi Resnikof,
who has been refused permisgion to
emigrate for nine years. “‘But the revo-
lution, Stalin, even Brezhnev, has
taught us that if there is a new era
here, and things don’t get better, espe-
cially economically, somehow Jews get
blamed and Jews suffer. And so we
wait and we are frightened.”

Anti-Semitism in Leningrad

Most recently that fear has been
prompted by a weekly meeting of the
nationalist group, Pamyat, or Memory,
in a Leningrad park. Two readers
wrote to Moscow News horrified by the
display of anti-Semitism there.

A letter this week, signed by Valery
Voskoboinkov, said that one member of
the group, which which was formed to
promote Russian historical treasures
but which also has a strong undercur-
rent of extreme nationalism and anti-
Semitism, called for “‘the immediate
deportation of the Jews.”

One Lenigrad Jew, who has observed
the Pamyat gatherings, said the police
stationed there have allowed the speak-
ers to proceed unharassed.

But the incident that everyone

leaflets that appeared around the same
glued to the wall of a club where a new

its introductory meeting, were star-
tling in their simplicity and venom.

Panic Among the Educated’

“‘How long can we tolerate the dirty
Jews who have penetrated our soci-
ety?" it said. “Russia is for Russians.'
It was signed “death to Yids,” but the
author’'s name was never learned.
““There was a sudden panic among
highly educated, denationalized Jews,’
said Mikhail Chlenov, an ethnographer.
*In a moment, behind the assimilated,
educated Jew there was the persecuted
Jew of the ghetto.”

Prejudice against Jews in Russia has
deep historic roots. Under the Czars,
Jews were forced to live in the Pale of
Settlement, the poorest areas in west-
ern Russia and what is now eastern Po-
land, and were victims of a series of
violent attacks, particularly in the late
19th and early 20th centuries, that often
occured with the connivance of the au-
thorities.

Jews were prominent among the
leaders of the 1917 revolution, but their
very involvement led tp accusations of
a Bolshevik-Jewish conspiracy. Al-
though anti-Semitism subsided for a
while in the late 1920's, it.grew under
Stalin and lasted well be him.

Jews struggled to gaimdadmission 1o

universities, and were -often denied
jobs and promotions. Extremely tal-
ented Jews have sometimes managed
to penetrate the discrimination, and
the“arts and sciences are populated

with those Jews who succeeded.

But mary Jews, discriminated
against and harassed for practicing
their religion, have often sought to emi-
grate. Their applications have usually
led to-dismissals Irom work, years ot
waiting and an increase in harassment.

Anti-Semitism _is officially con-
demned here, but Soviet Jews have
long felt that anti-Jewish sentiments
were tacitly encouraged by the Gov-
ernment’s campaign against Zionism.

With history as a warning, Jews here
say they have been particularly sensi-
tive to any signs of anti-Semitism in a
period of candor encouraged by Mi-
khail S. Gorbachev, the Soviet leader.

Much Anecdotal Proof

While it is difficult to quantify recent
incidents of anti-Semitism, and to com-
pare them o other periods, Soviet Jews
and Western human rights monitors
say that aside from the continuation of
past patterns, such as discrimination
in education and employment, there is
much anecdotal proof of significant,
current anti-Semitism.

At a recent poetry reading, Andrei
Voznesensky took written questions
from the audience. Most were about
the new atmosphere here. Others
shocked him: “All of you are Jews or
sold out to Jews,” one note read. An-
other said, simply, “We will kill you."”

Mr. Voznesenksy, who is not Jewish
but had recently published a poem
about the vandalism of Jewish graves,
read aloud the unsigned notes and de-
manded that their authors identify
themselves. His challenge was met
with silence.

‘“You don’t need to look very far here
to find examples of anti-Semitism,"
said Tankrid Golenpolsky, director of
book fair exchanges between the
United States and Soviet Union. *‘But in
the past it would be more hush, hush.
now it seems to be more in the open.™

The increasing candor with which
Russians can now comment on their
society has also led to a small but note-
worthy appearance of articles in the
press condemning anti-Semitism.

An article in a recent issue of the
magazine Ogonyok traces the histo
of and discredits “'The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion,” a fraudulent tract first
printed in Russia in 1305 purporting 0
be a Jewish plan for world domination.

The Government newspaper Izvestia
recently reprimanded Pamyat, the
group with a strong undercurrent of ex-
treme nationalism and anti-Semitism.
The critique was echoed in other publi-
cations, such as Literaturnaya Gazeta,
Moscow News and Ogonyok.

Anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union
has almost always been shrouded in
anonymity or euphemism. Under
Stalin, it was hidden under the guise of
anti-cosmopolitanism and in the Brezh-
nev years, as anti-intellectualism and
anti-Zionism.

Lately, there has been a resurgence
of nationalist groups, like Pamyat,
which encourage *‘a purer Russian cul-
ture.” Pamyat claims tens of thou-
sands of followers, most low-ranking
bureaucrats and workers.

*Democracy and glasnost are a del-
cate balance,”” Mr. Resnikof said. “'We
fear very strongly it will tip in the
wrong direction and we, once again,
will be its victim. So far, there has been

.10 convincing evidence otherwise.”

Re produced and Distributed by National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council




Soviel lewry demonstranon tor eraration (o fsrael.

~ICOVER STORY =

Clet Us Go Home " = a unigue phais i that it was printed in the Soviet press

The Jews of the Soviet Union:

Trymg to Live—or Leave —in Peace

hortly after the creation of the

State of Israel in 1948. the

new country’s first diplomatic

representative to the USSR,

Golda Meir. arrived in the
Soviet capital. Despite its attitude to-
wards its Jewish population. the USSR
had voted in favor of the partition of
Palestine at the United Nations in 1947. It
also gave the nascent State of [srael arms.
probably seeing it as holding out the
promise of a socialist outpost in the
Middle East. Even in 1948. after the
terror and repression of the 1930's. and
the systematic destruction of Jewish cul-
ture under Stalin - who was still the Soviet
leader when Golda Meir arrived — Mos-
cow’s Jews spontaneously gathered out-
side the aty's svnagogue to welcome
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by Deborah Lipson

Israel’s representative. There could sure-
ly have been no clearer statement of the
fact that Jewish spirit and identity within
the USSR had not been wholly destroyed.

Now. some 40 years later. the Jews of
the Soviet Union are still a suppressed
minority. subject to discrimination. un-
able openly to express their Jewish identi-
ty. have access to or teach their children
their Jewish heritage. While they are the
most oppressed minority within the
USSR. they are equally denied the right
freely to repatriate to Israel should they
wish to do so.

The struggle since the late 1960's by a
comparatively small percentage of Soviet
Jews to realize this right has attracted
attention worldwide. Leaders of the cam-
paign - Yosef Begun, Vladimir Slepak.

I[da Nudel and. of course, Natan Sharans-
ky. became household names whose cases
were discussed by world leaders at the
highest level of superpower meetings.
The arrival of these people in Israel made
international news. The situation of
Soviet Jewry in general, however, and the
struggle by some of them to leave the
USSR, are rarely covered by the interna-
tional media.

Throughout the centurnies during which
Jews lived under the tsars, they were
subjected to continuous pressures — strict
segregation, sharp discrimination, fiscal
exploitation and contemptuous treatment
- aimed at forcing them to abandon their
heritage. traditions and faith. and com-
pletely to submerge themselves within the



religion and culture of the majority. The
antisemitism of the Soviet Union is not a
new phenomenon.

Dreams of Zion. of dving and living in
the ancient Promised Land have long
played a part in the yearnings of Russian
Jewry. Spurred into action by increasing-
lv virulent antisemitism and by the politi-
cal ideas of socialism and Zionism, Rus-
sian Jews made up the first two waves of
aliva (immigration to Eretz [srael) in the
last two decades of the 19th century and in
the vears immediately «tter the Russian
Revolution and the First World War.

Many Jews welcomed the revolution of
1917. and indeed. there were a significant
number of Jews among the Bolshevik
leadership which took control of the
country after the 1917 October Revolu-
tion. One need only think of Trotsky. the
leader of the Red Army and one of the
most important Bolshevik leaders.

However. antisemitism continued to
manifest itself. A solution to the problem
of Jewish nationalism was sought with the
creation, in 1927, of an autonomous Jew-
ish region in the Soviet Far East. Birobid-
zhan still exists today, but only a small
minority of its population is Jewish, and
few Soviet Jews would consider it their
homeland.

Under Stalin, a policy of the destruc-
tion of Jewish culture within the USSR
was systematically followed from the late
1930’s onwards. Jewish schools were
closed, synagogues turned to other use,
and other aspects of a free Jewish culture
rigidly suppressed. Countiess numbers of
Jews were among the millions of Soviet
citizens arrested under Stalin and sent to
prison camps in Siberia for being an
“enemy of the people.” Many Soviet
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Jews in the western parts of the country
died during the Nazi occupation, some in
the ghettoes and camps, others in mas-
sacres initiated by the Germans but sup-
ported enthusiastically by the local
population. The massacre at Babi Yar
near Kiev is perhaps the most famous. but
it was by no means unique.

From the first day of
school, when each child
must stand up before the
whole class and say to
what nationality he be-
longs, Soviet Jewish chil-
dren learn that they are
different.

According to the Russian census of
1897, there were then a little over five
million Jews living within the Russian
empire (including the Pale of Settle-
ment): a little over four percent of the
total popuiation. This figure may not be
accurate: similarly, modern estimates of
the Soviet Jewish population are dis-
puted. The most recent Soviet census of
1979 quoted the Jewish population of the
USSR as 1.8 million, and it is generally
expected that the next census in January
1990 will see this figure reduced to 1.6
million. As such, Soviet Jews constitute
the l6th largest nationality within the
USSR.

The 1979 figure included as Jews all
Soviet citizens who have “Jewish™

|

appearing as their nationality on their
internal passport. It does not include
those people who, by bribery. have suc-
ceede:! in having a different nationality
written 1n, or the children of mixed mar-
nages who chose to adopt the nationality
of the non-Jewish parent. (At the age of
16. Soviet children receive their own
passports and can choose to have the
nationality of either parent - if they differ
~ recorded as their nationality.) Some
unofficial estimates. therefore, have put
the total Jewish population of the USSR
as high as three million. Wherever the
true figure lies between 1.6 and three
million. the Jews of the Soviet Union
constitute one-sixth of the total world
Jewish population. and the third largest
concentration of Jews in one country.
after the United States and Israel. ’

The majority of the Soviet Jewish
population are Ashkenazi in origin.
Thirty-nine percent of the Jewish popula-
tion live in the Russian republic, primari-
ly in and around Moscow and Leningrad,
35 percent in the Ukraine. with smaller
populations in Belorussia and Moldavia.
as well as in the Baltic republics of Latvia
and Lithuania. There are also Jews in the
central Asian republics of the USSR.
notably Uzbekhistan: these are the
Bukharan Jews, oriental in origin. Finally
there are the Jews of Georgia and the
mountain Jews of Azerbaizhan.

The extreme suppression and persecu-
tion of the Stalinist era has passed. but
Soviet Jews are still not wholly free -
neither to live there as Jews nor to leave -
and they are the victims of discrimination
in education and employment. Certain
branches of Soviet administration, no-
tably the diplomatic service. are effective-
ly barred to Jews. While Soviet officials
will point to the high percentage of higher
education received by the Jews of the
USSR in comparison to other nationali-
ties, the Jews themselves repeatedly com-
plain of overt and covert discrimination.
Even under Mikhail Gorbachev. and in
the era of his much-vaunted policies of
glasnost (openness) and perestroika (re-
building). Jews are not wholly equal to
other Soviet citizens. Furthermore, para-
doxically for a multi-racial country. the
USSR is very chauvinist. Moreover, there
has been an alarming growth over the past
year in the activities of a number of
ultra-nationalist neo-Nazi groups whose
doctrines are clearly antisemitic.

From the first day of school, when each
child must stand up before the whole class
and say to what nationality he belongs,
Soviet Jewish children learn that they are
different, Even those whose parents have
no positive Jewish identity become im-
mediately aware that the word “Jew”
sounds different in every sense from
*Russian,” or ""Ukrainian.” As the child
goes through the school systemn, he or she
will be obliged to study Marxism-
Leninism. the history of Communism.
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and to learn that Israel is an aggressor,
and a country which oppresses its Arab
minority. This attitude is refiected
throughout the Soviet media.

From the age of 16. the child will
receive his own passport on which, if he is
Jewish, the fact will be clearly recorded
for all to see in the “accursed fifth point.”
as many Soviet Jews refer to it. The
student may then have difficulty being
accepted to the better high schools and to
university. The most prestigious institutes
of higher education have, in recent years,
been closed to Jews.

Similar problems are likely to be ex-
perienced as the Jewish graduate joins the
work force. While there are a number of
leading Jewish scientists and engineers,
Soviet Jews repeat again and again that
the higher up the ladder they go. the
harder it is for them to gain promotion.
One young arrival in Israel recently noted
that when he graduated university and
was looking for a job, the director of one
organization said that he was prepared to
accept any graduate good or bad - but not
aJew. Good housing is also more difficult
to obtain for a Jew than a non-Jew.

The Soviet press regularly contains. in
addition to anti-Israel propaganda. arti-
cles which cnticize Soviet Jews. A report
of a crime might make it clear that one of
the criminals was a Jew by mentioning his
name - an obviously Jewish one - even if
the names of other people are not given in
full. The activities of Soviet Jews who
have applied to leave and who are in-
volved in learning and teaching Jewish
culture and heritage. are also often criti-
cized in the press. Refuseniks have been
referred to as U.S. agents, as anti-Soviet
and Zionist conspirators, thicir desire to
leave is a particular target of attack. Some
of these articles remain general. others
refer to individuals by name.

The average Soviet Jew, who has never
thought of leaving the country, is far
removed from such attacks. However, in
addition to the discrimination which he is
likely to expernience, he will know little of
Judaism. or of the cultural wealth of
Jewish life which once flourished in Rus-
sia, and he will find few traces of this
culture today. There are no newspapers.
books or periodicals published in the
Soviet Union about Jewish history and
culture in Russian — the mother tongue of
the majority of Soviet Jews - and nothing
in Hebrew. There are few works of litera-
ture by Soviet Jewish writers available in
any language, and while there is a Jewish
chamber theater, officially based in Biro-
bidzhan but in effect working from Mos-
cow. its tours of the USSR are limited so
that most Soviet Jews have no access to it
at all. There are no Soviet radio or
television programs on Jewish topics.

There is no official Jewish library and
no museum to display exhibits
documenting the history of the Jews of
Russia and the Soviet Union. Few monu-
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Holding a Holocaust memorial service in the Jewish section of a Leningrad cemetery

ments erected to the victims of the Second
World War contain any reference to the
Jewish victims. Little is ever said or
written about the mass murders of Jews
carned out by the Nazis, nor acknow-
ledgement given to the Soviet Jewish
effort made to defeat the Nazis.

The lack of facilities for leading a
religious Jewish life within the country is
acute. Religious articles are not readily
available. nor is kosher food, and prayer
books and Bibles in Hebrew, Russian or
other languages spoken by Soviet Jews
are in very short supply. There is a serious
deficiency of properly ordained religious
leaders, of Jewish study rooms, of mik-
vaot (ritual baths) or space for Jewish
burial.

Most Jews still know vir-
tually nothing about Jew-
ish history and have little
identity with Judaism or
with Israel...

[f the rebuilding of Soviet society which
Mikhail Gorbachev talks about so much
has meant anything, it is that unofficial
attempts to create aspects of a Jewish
culture within the USSR have not been
actively suppressed. An unofficial
Museum of Soviet Jewish Culture was
opened in a private home last January. It
contains memorabilia, examples of reli-
gious artefacts, and paintings and other
examples of Jewish art collected from
Soviet Jews throughout the country. The
museum is currently closed while the

organizers hope to obtain more suitable
premises and official recognition. '

The Soviet capital also now has an
unofficial Jewish library. opened in
September 1987. The collection of some
500 books in Hebrew, Russian. Yiddish
and English is open to the public to read
on the premises twice a week. There have
also been moves (unsuccessful so far) to
open Jewish restaurants in Moscow and
Leningrad, while Leningrad Jews have
been pressing the authorities to provide
them with premises for a club to be
devoted to Jewish music.

Moscow Jews particularly involved in
developing a free Jewish culture within
the USSR. have also recently established
an Association for Jewish Culture. [t is
being jointly organized by the two
“‘camps” of Soviet Jewry activists. On the
one hand are those who believe that
Soviet Jews must repatriate to Israel, and
who see the development of a Jewish
culture within the USSR as a way to
increase repatriation. This group is led by
Yuli Kosharovsky. the most veteran ac-
tive refusenik still denied permission to
leave — he first applied in 1971. On the
other hand are those Soviet Jews who do
not wish to leave the Soviet Union. but
wish to express their Jewish identity and
be free to learn about their heritage
within the USSR.

Soviet Jews, especially those who have
applied to leave, have for many years
organized communal celebrations of Jew-
ish and modern Israeli festivals. They
hold seminars on Israel, on various
aspects of Judaism. of Jewish culture and
history, and some of them study and teach
Hebrew. At times these seminars have
been allowed to carry on without harass-
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Yuli Kosharovsky: now 17 vears in refusal

ment while at other times. they have been
disrupted. and their participants detained
by the militia or the KGB. They have also
organized kindergartens for their children
and other activities to allow them to mix
with fellow refuseniks.

These attempts may suggest that there
is a blossoming of cultural and religious
life within the USSR. but they are unoffi-
cial. subject to interference and harass-
ment by the auchorities. and can only
affect a small number of refuseniks and an
even smaller percentage of the Jewish
~opulation of the country. Most Jews still

-aw nothing or virtuaily nothing abou:
jewish historyv. have httde idenuty with
Judaism. or with [srael as their national
homeland. and have. if at all, only a scant
knowledge of Jewish religious observ-
ance.

As a result of the discrimination and
the deficiencies in being able to express
their Judaism freely, some Soviet Jews
have turned to emigration. and have
called to the west to recognize their plight
and to help them. They have taught
themselves of the country to which they
yearn to repatnate, and fought for their
right to leave for Israel.

SOVIET JEWS LOOK
OUTWARD

[srael has always been actively con-
cerned about the free movement of Soviet
Jews. and in her first meeting with Soviet
officials after her arrival in Moscow,
Golda Meir raised the question of Soviet
Jewish emigration to [srael.

During the last vears of Stalin’s regime.
between 1948 and 1953. u very limited
emigration of Soviet Jews to [srael within
the context of family reunification was
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permitted. While only 18 exit permits
were issued during that enure five-vear
period. under Nikita Khrushchev — from
1954 10 1964 - 2.418 Jews received exit
visas.

Under Stalin, people had been scared
to apply, even though many had thought
for years of emigration. but under
Khrushchev, and particularly after his
denunciation of Stalin at the 20th Soviet

They remain caught in the
formless world of refusal,
unable to appeal the refu-
sal issued to them and
equally unable to leave.

Communist Party Congress in 1956, peo-
ple began to hope that the possibility of
emigration existed. With the accession to
power of Leonid Brezhnev in 1964, a
significant shift began in Soviet policy
towards Jewish emigration to Israel. ex-
pressed in official statements by high-
ranking Soviet personalities. From 1965
till the outbreak of the Six-Day War in
June 1967. 4 498 Soviet Jews received exit
permits for Israel.

In many ways, the turning point in the
entire emigration movement among
Soviet Jews was the Six-Day War. Israel’s
military successes aroused pride and a
sense of national belonging in the most
dramatic way. [ remember-the feeling of
despair before the outbreak of the war.
when we heard on Kol Israel in Russian
that the Straits of Tiran had been block-
ed.” says Lev Elbert. then 19 and living in
Kiev. "There was a sense of hopelessness
that the State of Israel was going to be

destroyed. It was impossible to believe

that Israel could score the kind of victory
that it did. The average Soviet Jew
learned of Israel’s victory both from the
Soviet press and word of mouth. The
Soviet papers criticized Israel. but they
could not hide the truth of Israel’s vic-
tory.”

While the outbreak of the war stopped
emigration completely, and resulted in
the Soviet Union breaking off diplomatic
relations with Israel, limited emigration
was resumed in 1968, and 231 Soviet Jews
left for Israel. The figure rose to 3.033 in
1969. and dropped to only 399 in 1970.
Then. in 1971, there was a dramatic rise
when over 12.000 Soviet Jews left for
Israel. It was not until 1981 that the
annual figure fell below 10.000, and it
then fell drastically again: in 1984, less
than 900 Soviet Jews arrived in the west.

Throughout the 1970's, the awareness
in the west of the plight of Soviet Jews
grew. Petitions were sent to the [sraeli
government and to the United Nations,
among which one of the best-known was
from 18 religious Jewish families in Thil-
isi. “We ask you to help us leave for
Israel,” they wrote in 1969, explaining
that their desire was based simply on the
fact that “‘all our prayers are connected to
Israel.”

More dramatic moves followed. no-
tably the Leningrad hijacking of 1970 in
which a group of Jews from the city
attempted to hijack a plane and fly it to
freedom. Those involved were arrested.
tried and sentenced. amid considerable
international media attention (see box).

Arpplving to leave for Israel has always
required considerable courage. Having
acquired the necessary affidavit from
Israel - inviting the would-be emigrant to
reunite with his familv — he must then
obtain documents from his place of em-
ployment, house committee and so on.
The forms to be filled in at OVIR (the
department of the Soviet ministry of the
interior dealing with visas and registra-
tion) have always been long and complex,
though they have been simplified recent-
ly. Often. acquiring a signed statement
from one’s place of work leads to dismis-
sal or to the situation being made so
unpleasant that many people find it easier
to resign. Finding other work can be very
difficult, yet unemployed people can be
arrested for parasitism: many Soviet Jews
who have applied to leave have been
forced to take on menial jobs. Their
children may be expelled from university.
or not accepted at all. They are outcast
from Soviet society.

Soviet Jews who choose to be active in
refusenik life -~ who study Hebrew, learn
about Jewish history, teach their children
of Judaism , participate in de monstrations
— have always risked further harrassment.
detention and even arrest and imprison-
ment on charges ranging from “malicious
hooliganism™ to “‘defamation of the
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Soviet state and social system.” They may
be followed. their telephone often tap-
ped. their mail intercepted.

While some are granted exit visas with-
out any difficulty. oth=rs are refused on a
variety of pretexts. The Soviet authorities
have never recognized rhe right of Soviet
Jews to repatriate to Israel freely, and
have insisted that their emigration only be
allowed within the context of family
reunification. While at times thev have
not strictly enforced the regulation that
an applicant must have a first-degree
relative in [srael, sometimes they have
refused to consider applications from
anyone who could not prove first-degree
kinship.

A main stumbling block to the emigra-
tion of many Jews has often been the
claim that they have had access to classi-
fied information. and that therefore their
departure might compromise state secur-
ity. In many cases this reason for refusal
has been imposed on people who never
needed security clearance. In other in-
stances. the people may once have known
state secrets, but they have been sepa-
rated from their work for so many yeurs
that the secrets can no longer be perti-
nent. Nonetheless. they continue to be
issued with refusals on these grounds in a
seemingly wholly arbitrary fashion - in
some cases over 15 vears after they first
applied to leave. and over 20 or more
vears since they last worked in a secret
establishment. They are unable to find
out how long the restriction will remain in
force against them, but remain caught in
the formless world of refusal. unable to
appeal the refusal issued 1o them and
equally unable to leave.

Recently. a third problem has come to
the fore as an obstacle in the path of many
Soviet Jews who would like to leuve. That
is the need to obtain a signed statement
from close family remaining in the USSR
that the emigrants have no outstanding
present or future financial or other mate-
rial claim against then. Often their pa-
rents. scared of anvthing to do with
emigration. refuse to sign. and there is no
legal mechanism which obliges them todo
50.

As of March 1988. 9.200 Soviet Jews.
among 2.500 families. were known to
have been refused exit visas at some time
and still to be in the USSR. though in
some cases they have not continued to
apply. Of this, 415 families have been in
refusal for ten years or more (though this
number 1s now diminishing rapidly). and
1.900 families have been in refusal for
between five and ten years. Many of the
well-known names in refusenik circles -
one cannot talk about a community.
either of refuseniks nor less of Soviet Jews
in general - have received permission and
left within the past vear.

“But we are not talking about a group
without leaders.” stresses a senior Israeli
official involved in Soviet Jewry. “A
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growing number of people are involvedin
some kind of Jewish activity. As soon as
there are people. there will be leaders and
followers: new leaders are coming up.
Many of those now active have become
religious. and others are looking for some
form of self-identification. This is true not
only of Jews. People are becoming disen-
chanted with Communism. many no lon-
ger believe in the standard phrases. and
among both Jews and non-Jews. young
people are turning to religion instead.”

Not all the people who have applied to
leave are known in the west, and 1t is
estimated that the true refusenik popula-
tion of the Soviet Union is about two to
three times higher than the recognized
figure of 9.000.

“We can only speculate how many
more would like to apply but are currently
unable to for family reasons. or are too
scared to submit their documents.” main-
tains the Israeli official. If the emigra-
tion process were made easier. or there
were less nisks involved in applving and
more chance of receiving a positive reply.

the emigration figure could be as high as
60.000 a year."

As long as there are still Soviet Jews
seeking to leave, the issue is likely to be
raised by western politicians, Soviet lead-
ers will be faced with demonstrations of
protest when they travel abroad. and
organizations and individuals will con-
tinue to campaign for Soviet Jews. To
quote an [sraeli official again: “The situa-
tion of Soviet Jews is sull connected to
relations between the USSR and the rest
of the world. The worldwide movement
for Soviet Jewry can be satisfied that the
problem now bothers Soviet officials
throughout the world. The success of this
movement must be judged not only by
figures. but also by the fact that the
Soviets see it as an important obstacle.
and one with which they are confronted
everywhere. As long as the Soviets con-
tinue to play with human fates.'the cam-
paign cannot relax: neither Israel nor the
rest of the free world can be pacified by
the increase in emigration during the past
year."”



"

A Russian child in a Jerusalem absorption center

TO ISRAEL OR NOT TO
ISRAEL

In the early 1970's, all the Soviet Jews
who left the USSR on visas for Israel
actually settled in this country. However,
by the late 1970's, well over 50 percent of
those Soviet Jews who left ostensibly for
Israel chose to make their homes eise-
where in the west - primarily in the
United States. This percentage has con-
tinued to rise. so that the figure of those
arriving in the west whc do not settle in
[srael now normally accounts for over 70
percent of the total monthly emigration
figure. and at times. even passes 80 per-
cent. Whar began as a movement of
repatriation to their homeland among
Soviet Jews with a Zionist orientation and
a desire to express their Judaism freely,
has become a movement of emigration -
to a freer life. normally to a higher
standard of living and. at an alarming
rate. to assimilation in the diaspora of the
west.

Soviet attitudes to this trend have often
been difficult to gauge. There have been
many involved in the struggle for Soviet
Jews in the west who have argued that the
dramatic fall in the emigration figure in
the early 1980's over the peak year of 1979
(when over 51,000 Soviet Jews left the
USSR) was to some extent the result of
Soviet anger that so many were not set-
tling in Israel having declared their inten-
tion to do so. Others have countered this
by insisting that the decline in the emigra-
tion figure was the result of the break-
down in detente and in superpower rela-
tions when Ronald Reagan became the
American president following the years
of comparative friendliness under Presi-
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dent Jimmy Carter and General-
Secretary Leonid Brezhnev.

Attitudes in the west to the phe-
nomenon of neshira (drop-out) have also
varied. The Israel government and some
organizations working in Israel and else-
where on behalf of Soviet Jewry have
consistently argued that the struggle is for
the right of all Jews in the USSR to
repatriate to the ancestral homeland
should they wish to do so. The movement
began as such within the USSR, and this
is. according to them. the only legitimate
direction in which it can continue. They

““The worldwide move-
ment for Soviet Jewry can
be satisfied that the prob-
lem now bothers Soviet
officials throughout the
world.”

are not demanding that all Soviet Jews
repatriate to Israel, nor that all those who
leave the USSR come to Israel. They
simply maintain that all those who leave
on invitations from, and entry visas to
Israel are morally obliged to use the visas
and come here —even if they later leave.

Other organizations and individuals
have argued that the prime concern
should be saving Soviet Jews from discri-
mination and oppression in the USSR,
while considerations of where they
choose to settle are of secondary impor-
tance.

Soviet Jews connected to the emigra-
tion movement. both those still in the
USSR and those who have already left,

are also divided in their attitudes to this
issue. Some are highly critical of those
Soviet jews who have requested an invita-
tion from Israel and have been granted an
entry visa but who switch direction in
Vienna. Aaron Moonblit, who arrived in
Israel from Kishinev in 1987, after nine
years in refusal, argues: " Activists for the
right of repatriation to Israel risk a lot:
they have fought the Soviet authorities
for the right to emigrate to their home-
land. While everyone is born as a free
individual, and only he can decide for
himself how and where he wants to live.
those Jews who do not want to come to
Israel should find their own way out.”

Aliya activists have called on the Israel
government to seek a repatriation agree-
ment with the USSR, and to try and
initiate direct flights from Moscow to Tel
Aviv, or flights via Bucharest where the
facilities for going elsewhere other than
Israel do not exist as they do in Vienna -
the current transit point for emigrants
from the Soviet Union. The Israel gov-
ernment has also urged the U.S. adminis-
tration to cancel the refugee status which
emigrants from the USSR generally re-
ceive on arriving in the west.

“Those Jews who do not want to come
to Israel can stay in the Soviet Union.”
says Lev Elbert, a former Prisoner for
Zion who first applied for his exit visa in
1976, and finally arrived in [srael in 1987.
His brother Mikhail, who was also active
in promoting Jewish cultural and religious
life in their home town of Kiev. disagrees:
“Direct flights are not the answer. Israel
is a free country; those who do not want to
come here will demonstrate when they
arrive. People can't be coerced; they
should come of their own volition. And
we have to encourage that volition.™

Mikhail Elbert’s comment touches on
one of the most frequently-offered
reasons for the high drop-out rate. In
addition to Soviet anti-Israel propaganda.
letters received from former Soviet Jews
who have already emigrated toslsrael
often contain reports of difficulties in
integrating into Israeli society, and this
deters future emigrants from coming
here. At the same time, the United States
has an image within the USSR as the
capitalist center of the world where the
streets are metaphorically, if not literally.
paved with gold. and where everything is
possible. These two factors, combined
with the fact that most Soviet Jews have
no positive Jewish identity, knowledge of
their past or Zionist orientation. but
simply maintain a desire to escape discri-
mination for a freer life and higher mate-
rial standard of living, accounts for the
high drop-out rate.

Over the past year. it has become easier
for Soviet Jews to apply to leave to
reunite with family not living in Israel.
even if family members are Soviet Jews
who left on visas for Israel but settled
elsewhere. At the same time, the Israeli
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government has increasingly sought to
stem the drop-out rate. For the past few
months, affidavits sent from Israel invit-
ing Soviet Jews to reunite with their
family have included a note to the effect
that entry visas to Israel will be issued at
the [sraeli embassy in Bucharest rather
than at the Dutch embassy in Moscow -
which represents [srael’s interests in the
Soviet Union.

During the receni superpower summit
meeting in Moscow. the issue of Soviet
Jewish emigration and. more generallv of
the Soviet human rights record. again
found itselfin the international headlines.
President Reagan met with dissidents and
refuseniks while in Moscow. despite
Soviet displeasure. and General-
Secretary Gorbachev criticized what he
termed U.S. “sermonizing™ about what
he sees as his country’s internal affairs.
Both sides made their positions clear
though it is difficult to say what. if any,
progress was made on the question.

Yet despite the welcome renewal of
worldwide attention - which had faded
considerably since the arrival of the most
well-known refuseniks in Israel - the
future for Soviet Jews. both those who
desire to leave and those who wish to stay
butlive freely as Jews. may be regarded as
uncertain at best. L

Victor Brailovsky and Natan Sharansky greet each other upon Brailovsky s arrival in Jerusalem, 1987

[LIELLENTY

More than 20 Israell organizations
work on behalf of Soviet Jews. Most of
the smaller groups have a narrow focus.
ranging from providing support services
to Russian women living in Israel to
translating religious study materials into
Russian for use in the Soviet Union,
Israel and elsewhere,

Some of the organizations work
together on joint projects. and a new
organization headed by Natan Sharansky
has set unity among the myriad forces as a
prime goal.

The [srael Public Council for Soviet
Jewry. funded by the Jewish Agency and
the Israeli government, is the official
body charged with promoting public
awareness and spearheading the cam-
paign for allowing Soviet Jews to emi-
grate to Israel (see Israel Scene, June
1988).

Headed by Chaim Chesler, the Public
Council was established in 1970 after the
abortive attempt by a group of Soviet
Jews and non-Jews to hijack an airplane
out of the Soviet Union. The plot failed
and its participants drew stiff punish-
ment. but for the first time, world atten-
tion was focused on the plight of Soviet
Jews.

The Public Council's primary objective
is to defend the right of Soviet Jews to be
repatriated to Israel, their historic home-
land. It also seeks to promote strong ties

Union. and to campaign for improved
Jewish welfare in the Soviet Union.

It is governed by a 400-member general
assembly, comprised of representatives
of volunteer orgamzations, former re-
fuseniks, and politicians from all parts of
the spectrum. The general assembly
meets infrequently. but a management
committee and presidium, comprised of
30 members, meet more often. With an
eye toward fostering unity, all of the
groups that work on behalf of Soviet Jews
are represented on the Public Council’s
governing bodies.

Five years ago, in the fall of 1983. a
small group of immigrants from the
Soviet Union established the Soviet Jew-
ry Information Center. Motivated by
what they saw as the deteriorating state of
Soviet Jews and public apathy in Israel,
they sought to inject vitality and a sense of
urgency into efforts on behalf of the Jews
in the Soviet Union.

They decided to establish a new body
with the goal of putting the plight of
Soviet Jews high on the Israeli public
agenda. In contrast to the Public Coun-
cil's call for repatriation, the Information
Center stresses the urgency of rescuing
Jews from the Soviet Union. While it
wants Jews to choose Israel as their new
home., the Information Center’s
spokesperson, Yuri Shtern, says, “We

SOVIET JEWRY ORGANIZATIONS — SOMETIMES IN CONFLICT

‘between Israelis and Jews in the Soviet

have to achieve freedom for these people.
Israel must find positive ways to fight the
drop-out phenomenon.™

The Public Council’s director of educa-
tion and publicity. Shmuel Ben-Tzvi,
stresses that his organization favors free-
dom of movement for all people, but adds
that. “This is not our struggle. We cannot
turn the Zionist movement into a migra-
tion movement.”

Differences of opinion over the drop-
out phenomenon and tactics in the cam-
paign to heighten public concern for
Soviet Jews unfortunately prevent the
two largest Israeli organizations from
joining forces. Each of them works close-
ly, however, with many of the other
groups. These include the Lubavitch-
backed **Shamir,” which sponsors subsi-
dized housing in Jerusalem. runs a high-
tech research center that employs Soviet
olim and offers religious study to obser-
vant immigrants. At the other end of the
religious spectrum, the Israel Movement
for Progressive Judaism offers courses,
lectures and social services for new im-
migrants from the Soviet Union. Accord-
ing to Stuart Saffer, the Movement's
Russian community worker, these prog-
rams are the first encounter most Soviet
Jews have had with a middle ground
between Orthodoxy and secular Judaism.

Carl Schrag
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THE LIFE
INADAY i
OF

Elana Dubianékaya

Elena Dubianskaya, 41, teacher, photographed by Tamar Shalit at
Beit Millman, Ramat Aviv, where she lives with her husband, Ernst
Khasin, a metallurgical engineer, daughter Inna (19'%), and their
wire-haired dachshund Sandy (8); she talked to judy Cooper-Weill.

“l was 12 vears in refusal. It was the Six-Day War in 1967 which
aroused my theoretical interestin [srael but I'still could not imagine
going there. When a friend applied to leave in 1971. [ was shocked.
But four vears later, after attending refusenik seminars and
studying Israeli historv and Jewish culture, [ decided. I applied in
1976. Our apartment was searched and my mother suffered a heart
attack.

For along time [ had been aware of the special life of Jews in the
Soviet Union. Thev marry non-Jews. take Russian surnames and
Russian nationalitv — ali wiih state encouragement. Parents such as
mine. born in a shterl. distanced their chiidren from Judaism and
Yiddish so that assimilation would be easier. My mother had both
my brothers secretly circumcised. My father went to heder but
found no university place. During the revolution he came to
Moscow and in the civil war he joined the Red Army. He was a
member of the Communist party and became a judge at the
municipal court. He was 40 in World War II but he volunteered to
fight. He was wounded and taken to a German camp in Byelorussia;
the family had no word of him. Mother had to support three

children and her invalid sister-in-law. When the Soviets took all the

POW's to a labor camp. he was still listed as missing. People who
went to war were simply expected to die. notreturn. All the Jews in
that labor camp perished but my father. who didn’'t look Jewish,
was saved by other nationalities, something he never forgot.
Mother found out where he was when he got an oild woman at the
banya (shower) to send a note to her. The man who had taken
father’s position at the court was too terrified to help. My mother
traveled 400 kilometers to the camp but they denied that father was
there. So she sat on the floor of the Moscow courthouse with my
brothers and sister until that colleague agreed to make inquiries
and she got a permit to visit. It was 1945. She rented a tiny room
near the camp and lived there for several months; he even came
there sometimes. When the camp was closed. the prisoners were
dispersed. Mother got father’s Russian friends to obtain his
release. But he could not find work and even we, as children of a
former prisoner of the Germans. could not study at prestigious
universities. He used to weep at night. He became a “black”

32

builder and was grateful to the man who helped him get that job,

It wasn't till 1955. the tenth anniversary of the end of the war,
that the army offered father his rehabilitation. He refused: it was
too late. In 1961, at the Black Sea, on his first-ever vacation with
mother, he fell ill and remained paralyzed till his death 20 years
later. Mother got 28 rubles a month (now 34) after he died. She is
82 and lives in a tiny apartment, sharing one room with my invalid
aunt; my sister and her husband live in the other.

When [ applied to leave the USSR, my elder brother cut off
relations with me. We only made up just before he died. I was
refused an exit permit (I had alreadv quit my “ideological” post
teaching modern Soviet historv and political economy) because
relatives knew state secrets. Who? That was also asecret. [ became
a typist. As a refusenik. my English improved. Thirteen of us
founded a movement: Jewish Women Against Refusal (JWAR).
By 1979 we were 100 women, all wanting to go to [srael. As KGB
provocations and trials of Jewish activists increased, we could only
act individually. I was summoned to Lubianka prison and warned
to cease “anti-Soviet’' activity. But my husband, who was fired
from his research institute when Inna applied to emigrate, said they
would onlv destroy me if I stopped. After the deaths, within six
months, of my brother and father, I asked for a reconsideration of
my case. I got another refusal. with no explanation. [ was arrested
periodically and we once spent five days under house arrest.

When Inna at 18 asked me to agree that she go. I thought I might
never see her again. In December, 1987, the OVIR office suddenly
called my mother-in-law to say we could leave. This did not include
Inna but the next day they agreed she could go too. We were on one
western leader’'s list of names just before the arms-limitation
ceremony in Washington. 1 was twice lucky. Many well-known
refuseniks have left the Soviet Union but the situation of those.
unknown, who remain is very bad. The struggle must continue. [
personally know of 300 families who are waiting. Three women are
among JWAR veterans: Judith Lurie, Inna Yoffe and Victoria
Gorelikova Khassina. They went on a hunger strike prior to the
June summit between Reagan and Gorbachev.

My husband and [ just spent a month in Britain. invited by the
Exodus group, to drum up support among the Jewish community.
Now we attend ulpan every morning. Mastering Hebrew is our
immediate goal, and then we must find an apartment, hopefully in
Tel Aviv, and Inna will go to nursing school. We have lost so many
years, we have to find new professions. [ cannot yet feel normal.”
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[The Jewish Student World |

by Yosef [. Abramowitz

Jewish Students in the
USSR: A Dynamic Force

vear ago Dima Schwarzman.

then a 22-year old electronics

student, and Anna Lurie, a

student at the Oil and Gas

[nstitute, 20, were married in
Moscow. Both came from prominent re-
fusenik families. Today they are two of
the leaders of the most dynamic Jewish
force in the Soviet Union - an organized
group of young Jewish refuseniks.

The evolution of Jewish student lead-
ership in the Soviet Union is significant.
The strategy of the Soviet Union under
Mikhael Gorbachev has been to release
the leaders of the Soviet Jewry movement
in the hopes that the leadership vacuum
would deflate the movement. Yet that
vacuum is quickly being filled by a mew
generation of voung refuseniks, asserting
a new and bold styvle of leadership.
Perhaps their most daring move has been
to seek direct affiliation with the World
Union of Jewish Students (WUIJS), thus
making them the only organized Soviet
Jewish group with direct outside repre-
sentation.

This group of student-age refuseniks.
has quickly shown vitality and a commit-
ment to action. Hosiing resular educa-
tional seminars attracting 6u voung peo-
ple a month. they participated in the
demonstration outside the Supreme
Soviet by the Lenin Library in Moscow
for several consecutive days prior to the
Reagan-Gorbachev summit in June.

Perhaps one of the most telling indica-
tions of the level of their activism is the
fact that Anna and Dima Schwarzman
were able to meet with U.S. President
Ronald Reagan in Moscow along with
other refusenik leaders during the sum-
mit.

The group was originally formed in
April 1987 as a group of second-genera-
tion refuseniks. As the children of long-
term refuseniks, they sought to explore
ways of emigrating to [srael independent-
ly of their parents. Many of the original
leaders of the student group have since
been allowed to emigrate to Israel. and
are active here on behalf of their fellow
students.

The mandate of the student group has
since expanded to include all young Jew-
ish refuseniks. Yet why should a Jewish
student group exist in the USSR in the
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first place?

The needs of Jewish students in the
USSR are unique. and students felt they
needed an organized forum for support
and for action. In a statement released by
the student leaders in March 1988. they
stated that “our parents shave been de-
nied the right to leave for Israel and,
absurd as it may seem, we have “inherited’
the reasons for our parents being denied
exit visas.” Because they are Jews and
young refuseniks, these students are
often denied educational opportunities in
the USSR. Having been denied entrance
to university, the men are then subject to
the Soviet military draft.

Another factor which separates the
students from other Jews wishing to leave
the Soviet Union is their fervent commit-
ment to Zionism and aliya [immigration
to [srael|. In their statement of purpose.
they write: “We consider Israel to be our
national and historical motherland."
They have requested Israeli citizenship
and state, in no uncertain terms. that “we
are ready to make aliya to [srael.™

[n addition to the student group in
Moscow, WUIS is in contact with a new
gioup in Leningrad called “Aliya 88"
which was formed to promote Jewish
student aliva. The official Hebrew ulpan
in Baku has also written to WUJS re-

questing Hebrew books and information
about affiliation.

In a recent phone conversation from
the pioneering Student and Academic
Campaign for Soviet Jewry (SACSJ)
office in London, Galina Pilmenshtein,
22, of Moscow expressed exhilaration
over receiving hundreds of Valentine's
Day cards from students in London.

“I'm so lucky,” she shouted into the
phone. “I have so many friends in the
student world. Continue to do everything
for us. Don't worry. We will not be hurt.
Power is in your hands. Do everything to
help us.”

As Galina was opening her Valentine's
Day cards, the Schwarzmans celebrated
their first wedding anniversary with their
first child, Daniel, a third generation
refusenik. Dima and Anna are refusing to
register their child’s birth in the USSR:
they are requesting an Israeli birth certifi-
cate instead.

As the Jewish student movement in the
USSR continues to grow, it is incumbent
upon the international family of Jewish
students to embrace them and to actively
campaign for their release. |

Yosef 1. Abramowitz is chairperson of
the World Union of Jewish Students
(WUIS).
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Jan Re:chwarger’s "Cat Plaving,” 1984

Artists
from

Russia

by Angela Levine

uring the last two decades, a
significant number of well-
trained young artists, not all
of them Jewish, have immi-
grated to Israel from the
Soviet Union. They have come, in part, to
search for a flexible environment within
which to freely develop their individual
talents which had previously been con-
strained within the blinkered framework
of Social Realism — the only artstyle, even
today. officially sanctioned by the Soviet
state.

[n the mid-1970's, some of these newly-
arrived artists banded together to protest
[sraeli artists’ close identification with
international art trends. In particular,
they condemned the “‘decadent” concep-
tual art then in fashion: the product, they
stated. of ‘men unable to hold a pencil in
their hands.” I[nstead. the Leviathan

J
(5%

group, as they called themselves (after
the name of the biblical whale), advo-
cated a distinctive Jewish art as Boris
Shatz of Bezale| had wanted at the begin-
ning of the century ~ an art of primitive
images whose content would merge Jew-
ish folklore, hassidic symbols and biblical
sources.

What other features do
Russian-born Israeli artists
have in common? Have
changes taken place in the
form and content of their
art due to cultural uproot-
ing?

In addition, seeking mystical experi-
ences which would bind their lives to the
geographical and spiritual character of
this country, the “‘Leviathans’ went out
into nature to organize dramatic “hap-
penings.” In one, for example, which
took place at the Dead Sea in 1982, the
leader of the group, Mikhail Grobman (in
Israel since 1971), donned an all-
enveloping white robe, draped his body
against a rock, arms outspread like wings
and proclaimed himself as the Angel of
Death.

Not surprisingly. many other Russian-

born Israeli artists found that they had
little in common with the Leviathan ideol-
ogy. Yet curator Moti Omer. in catalogue
notes to the exhibition “Transforma-
tions” {Tel Aviv University, 1984) stres-
ses that the emotional exultation of na-
ture is o feature that distinguishes the
work of many Russian-born artists, not
just the Leviathan group.

What other features do Russian-born
Israeli artists have in common? Is their
art, even after ten or 15 years in this
country, still marked, in some respect,
with evidence of a common educational
background and experience? Have
changes taken place in the form and
content of their art due to cultural uproot-
ing?

Given the brief format of this survey,
these questions can only be considered
within the works of two prominent artists.
fully integrated today within the local art
scene: painter Jan Reichwarger and
sculptress Tanya Preminger.

Both Reichwarger (born in Kiev, 1942)
and Preminger (born in southern Russia,
1944) are the products of the Russian
state education system: each studied for
seven years at high schools specializing in
art, and then attended art academies in
Moscow. On arrival in Israel in the early
1970's, both artists taught at the Avni
Institute of Art in Tel Aviv. Today,
Reichwarger gives private instruction.
while Preminger teaches sculpture at Tel
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Aviv's French Wizo Hizh School. Similar
ties between the two arusts’ careers end
here. Unlike Preminger's art which has
undergone a complete transformation
since she arrived in Israel, Reichwarger's
artistic and philosophical compass was
already set and fixed in Russia prior to his
emigration.

At the age of 23, alreadyv considered a
rising star among his contemporaries.
Reichwarger had the good fortune and
talent 1o be accepted as a student of
Vladimir Weisburg. one of Moscow's
great painters (whose works were shown
at the Tel Aviv Museum in 1979. some
five vears before his death). Under his
artistic and spiritual guidance, Reichwar-
ger embarked on an ongoing search.
which still continues. to establish an inde-
pendent identity through the formal qual-
ities of color. structure and composition
rather than content of a narrative or
psychological nature.

Today, Reichwarger paints portraits
(of his family and friends), landscapes
and still-life. turning to European rather
than Russian masters for inspiration. He
lays down large flat areas of softly applied
color. defining forms and contours which
appear simultaneously to approach aad
recede against the surrounding back-
ground. Detail is acutelv observed and
relaved: an old lady sitting in the sun: cats
playing with an old bucket. Without
doubr, the dazzling brightness of the
Mediterranean sun has aftected the tenor
of Reichwarger’s painting. Rodies appear
weightless and transparen: . and the still
heat of a summer's day floods his can-
vases in great washes of shadow and light.

Tanya Preminger’s "Matryoska,”” 1987

To appreciate the complete transforma-
tion that has taken place in Tanya Pre-
minger's sculpture during 15 years in
Israel, one must compare the character of
her work in Russia with what she has.
produced in Israel in recent years. Com-
missions for public statutary and a design
for a wall-frieze for a state shipbuilding
factory (from photographs in the artist's
possession) show her working (1970-72)
in a sturdy and conventional Social Real-
ist style. But from her first show in Israel
(1978) - a series of wood-carvings of the
human form - she demonstrates a speedy
progressive reduction towards abstract
depiction.

In her most recent exhibition (Herzliya
Museum, 1988) earth and stone works
predominate, whose monumental forms
and matenials are similar in character to
that of a prominent group of kibbutz
artists (Dahlia Meeri, Naom Rabinovitz
and others).. However, unlike this group
whose works express social/military ten-
sions, Preminger's sculpture is primarily
decorative in intent. She applies feathers.
flowers, balloons and coins as ornament,
painting strips of her sculpture with bright
red paint.

The artist deliberately uses the color
red for its associations with popular Rus-
sian folk-art. The root of the Slavonic
word for “'red.” she explains, is the same
as that for the word "beautiful.” A series
of 1987 sculptures carved from tree-
trunks have a similar ethnic origin: a
mermaid formed from seashells stuck on
a bark of wood: a giant child's whistle and
vanations of the Matryoska (doll within
doll) Russian folk symbol. B
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B The supreme irony of
glasnost from a Zionist point of

. view is that as the number of

Jews leaving the Soviet Union
grows. the drop-out rute —
neshira- gets larger and larger.
Israeliimmigration officials in
Vienna have estimated that the
presentrate of over 80 percent
could reach virtually 100

.percentin the foreseeable

future. Why this1s so is not fuliy
within our controi.
Contributing factors include
the tensions in [srael as a result
of the situation in the
territories: many Russian Jews
so anxiously seeking peace of
mind and security wrongly
perceive this country as being
on a near-war footing.

Other, no less tangible
factors. include family reunion
and a frank longing for the ease

and comforts of the west,
Another factor is undoubtedly
the tnials and tribulations of
aliya itself. The process of
absorptioninto [sraeli life. job
and house hunting, coping with
the bureaucracy, contending
with a dozen government.
municipal. official and semi-
official bodies is enough to
wear down the most
determined and Zionistically-
motivated immigrant—even
those tempered by yearsin
Russian refusal.

We cando little tocompete
with the fleshpots of Brooklyn's
Brighton Beach - nor can we
pretend that the situation in the
territories is different from
what itis. But we candoone
thing - not just for immigrants
from the Soviet Union, but for
all immigrants. and in fact, for

ourselves too. Thatistobring
about a radical shake-upinthe
absorption procedures:
eliminate duplication. improve
attitudes, cut out senseless
bureaucracy and the soul-
destroying runaround from
office to office. fromclerk to
clerk.

Atthe same time. however,
we must ask ourselves akey
question: what are [srael’s

‘responsibilities as a state to

those who choose to live
elsewhere? [tis the privilege of
anyone - Soviet Jews no less
than others - to forge theirown
destiny and decide not to cast in

_their lot with those of us who

livein [srael. Butisitreally
then our task and our
responsibility to aid those
people in exchanging one
diaspora for another?

AW,
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Middle East Institute

1 attended the Middle East Institute's Annual Conference today.

and thought you might be interested in a brief summary of the

session on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, with Mubarak Awad,
;7’ Stuart Eizenstat, Thomas Friedman and Rita Hauser. i

Mubarak Awad opened by saying, "to understand the intifadah is

to understand the Palestinians today."™ According to Awad, .
Palestinians are now saying "loud and clear" that they accept "a .
two state solutions He asserts that the Palestinians should say
to Israel that, "It is the 1967 borders [we accept]. It is not.a
'first step', but it stops—there.” He went on to add that the.
Palestinians' “d‘tﬂmﬁ11shment“ was in "understanding the Israelis
and their fear." He emphasized that “"self-determination for us
means statehood.” While his message was warmly received by this
audience, his somewhat awkward presentation and difficulty with.
English left some obvious partisans wishing it were better.

Stuart Eizenstat read from prepared remarks and chose his words
carefully. Addressing the title of the .conference, "A Middle
East Agenda for the Next Administration," he said that the first
order of business for a new administration would be to assure
—-Israel of its "special relationship." He felt that emphasis
should be placed on the "strategic partnership" and recommended
the creation of a U.S.-Israel Council, chaired by the U.S. :
Secretary of State and the Israeli Foreign Minister and meeting
at lTeast every—six months. He thought the U.S. ought to consider
prepositioning arms and equipment in Israel, with the
understanding that, in emergencies, Israel would be able to use
them. Eizenstat also felt the U.S. could use its influence to
prevent additional arms sales from China, the Soviet Union
Argentina and Brazil‘imto the region. With regard to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, he felt a new president would move
slowly and gradually, appointing a special negotiator/envoy with.
~greater status than an Assistant Secretary of State, but he
warned against efforts to impose any comprehensive plan, such as
the-recent Schultz initiative. The U.S., he insisted, should not




recognize any "self-declared" Palestinian state. The means are
clearly stated by which the P.L.0. or others can earn U.S.
contacts=-repudiation of terror and acceptance of Israel=-and he
does not think it is too much to ask. In concluding, Eizenstat
said that he thought U.S. efforts would be best spent to help
identify and nurture a Palestinian peace partner. As might have
been expected, he received the coolest reception of the
panelists. ; .

Tom Friedman described the popular American attitude to the o
conflict as a sort of "plague on all your houses," and did not
think, in the aftermath of the U.S. Marines'experience in
Lebanon, that there was much interest in aggressive U.S. -
involvement. He said the U.S. can be a wonderful "obstetricia
for peace", but the two parties need to get pregnant first, He
did suggest three positive qualities that America can bring to
the Middle East conflict. First, America has a “naive optimism”
that, while some cynics discount it, is positive and appreciated
in the Middle East. Middle East peoples see history as ‘ '
"cyclical", doomed to repeat, while Americans say that it is
linear and solutions are possible.

Friedman said that the second quality America should bring (and
it has so far fallen short) is firmness. If you are to bring
peace in the Middle East, you need to be an “"optimistic son of a
bitch" or a "bastard for peace," he said. He emphasized that
both Jews and Arabs come from a mercantile culture and they
expect there to be "a price for everything" and a "price for not
doing things," too. When Schultz visits Israeli and Arab
leaders, "they expect him to put their hands on the table, pull
out a hammer and smash them." When he doesn't do anything, says
Friedman, they don't take him seriously. He likened Schultz to a
tourist who has not learned the culture of the region and, when
visiting the shuk in Jerusalem, pays the retail price. In
Friedman's analysis, if the United States is to succeed in
bringing the two parties together it must assure certain things
from the outset. The Palestinians must be assured that, at the
end of the process, they will have a right to independete. And
the Israelismust be assured that, at the end of the process their
security will not be threatened, which, at a minimum, means a
demilitarized Palestinian state. Both parties, he emphasized in
closing, need a form of "behavioral therapy"=--any peace process
must incorporate a gradual and ongoing set of living experiences
between the two peoples.

Rita Hauser opened by taking issue with Eizenstat's view and said
that, "events will compel a new administration to deal
immediately" with the Israeli-Palestinian crisis. She said

that the declaration of a Palestinian state is a "given", and the
only think that remains is "what words will accompany it."

Hauser explained the legal principle of "substantial performance"”
to suggest how the U.S. ought to respond. In law, where 100%
compliance may not occur, the ability to show "substantial




compliance’ 'may be considered sufficient. She felt the U.S. could
read more into the speech of Arafat at Strasbourg and into future
declarations that would permit a new adm1n1strat1on "flexibility
to recognize the P.L.0. and push it further." In contrast to
Eizenstat she said, "I do not think the first order of business.
of a new adm1n1strat1on ought to be to reassure Israel"; a remark
which drew sustained applause. In closing, she predicted that
the Israeli elections in November would go "by a whisper" to
Labor and took comfort in her belief that "most Israelis" now
recognize that, "Palestinian nationalism has been born and cannot
be suppressed She certainly seemed, in my eyes, to be the
audience's favorite.

A question (from cards subm1tted to the moderator) and answer
session offered more of the same.

Best regards.
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SOVIET JEWRY UPDATE

According to my hitherto reliable State Department sources:

1) Re the drop-out issue, there hae been no change in the
exit procedure, Despite the revised Israeli vyzov, the Dutch
continue ¢o issue Israeli visas in Moscow and Soviet Jews
continue to exit via Vienna, with only & trickle choosing to
procaeed via Bucharest. Tensions between the Israelies and Dutch
remain high, and there are unconfirmed rumors that the Israelis
have threatenad to eseek another country to represent thelir

interests in Moscow. Indeed, there is a report that the Israeli.

team now in Moscow, for whatever reagon, has moved out of the
Dutch Embassy and is working from the Hotel Ukraina.

The drop-cut ¢question came up yet again at Friday's meeting

between Morris Abram and George Shultz. Bhultz reiterated his .

well-known position on the issue and asked Morris and the other
members of his delegation to "get the Israelis off my back.”
More on Morris'e reaction to IThe Westing—can—be—foumd—imthe
enclosed letter sent by Morris to the Sacrotary after the
meeting. .

1968 emigration figures through m:‘.d{:_Saptember are also
enclosed. _ '-

2) Of the 3,000 Soviets whose U.8. processing was
temporarily auapaﬂET_ by the U.8. government in earliv-ﬁ July
because of the absence of funds for processing, appreoximataly
one-half are now in the U.S8., including some 900 who arr.lved in

) ek. They
rather than via Rome, 8 usual transit poin’c for these "Tcps
The U.8. government even waived the affidavit of support which is
normally regquired in advance of arrival in. the U.8. With 86
million additional dollars available to the State Department fer
refugee processing for these 3,000 Soviets, thanks ¢o recent
Congressional action, the procesaing can be expedited. While
(most are Armenians, some are Jews.

After October 1st, we might axpect some changes in refugee
proceesing by the U.S. from Moscov. !'awer Armenians are :I.ikely

flew directl D1 MOE 2 MG ¥ -5., I

AP D URICUAIDUA - .



t6o cqualify as refugees; more will be admitted under the
immigration categories, parole authority, or sven the creation of
a special immigrant category for those "immigrants judged to be
in the intereats of the U.8. Government."

8till, the allocation for Soviet Union and East Europe for
FY 89 =- 24 500 ~-- may not prove sufficient, even though fewer
Armenians uill come in under this category and fewer Poles &s
well. But ESeptember's Jewish emigratien figure (with an
undetermined number of Pentacostaliats included) may reach 2,300.
Annualized, of course, that could mean 23,000+ if our luck holds.

In such a case, we will have to return for additional
numbers under the emergency provisions for the 1980 Refugee Act,
as well ae supplemental dollars, though there is one senior state
Department official who is suggesting that those Boviet Jous
aeekini entry beyond the FY 89 cailing be directed to Israel.
This view does not now have broader State Department support.

3) 8Significantly, the State Department is now actively
coneidering the prev ously unthinkable: whether, in seeking to
conclude the Vienna Review Conference of the Helsinki Final Aot,
to agree to a follow-up meeting on "human dimension” (read human
righte) in Moscow. Whercas the odds of holding such a meeting
vere practically non-existent six months ago, today, I am told,
they are as high as 35-40% and increasing. et

When the 8Soviets originally floated the idea of such a
Moscow meeting, the West estaklished four demanda: (a) a
significant increase in Soviet emigration; (b) &an end to the
jamming of Western radio broadcaste; (¢) release of the political
prisoners; and (d) resolution of the nutstanding divided family
cases on the State Department's list. :

The State Department believes that substantial progress has
alraady occurred in each of these fnur areas, to wit:

(a) About a year ago, some. of us bagan tq_notice a new State
Department formulation for measuring  Soviet Jewish emigration.
Rather than using the peak 1979 figure as its guideline for
Soviet performance, they chose instead to refer to the "average
annual figure in the 19708, or roughly 25,000." 1If 2,000+ Soviet
Jewe per month are to be leaving, not to speak of even nore
ethnic Germans to West Germany and numerous Armenians, then the
first condition may soon be eaaentxally fulfilled.

(b) Jamming has, with thc excaption of Radio Liharty, I
baueve, all but ended. (Kol Yisrael is not included as Israel
is not one of the 35 member-nations of the Helninki process.)

: (c) The number of political prisoners continues to decline.
only ¢four Helsinkli monitors remain' in prison. The State
Department estimates that roughly 50 prisoners remain in labor
camps and another 350 in psychiatric hospitals. 1In addition, it
ostimates that perhaps another ‘150 priaoners who vere charqed



estimates that perhaps another 150 priesoners who wereé charged
with non-political crimes are actually political priscners, hence
a total of no more than 250 outstanding cases.

(d) 50 divided family cases remain on BState Dsepartment
lists.

There is pot, at least not yet, consensus within the U.S.
Government and in the Helsinki Commisaion en acceding to the
Soviet reguest, but no one is discounting the chances either.
The Soviaets have reportedly indicated a keen desire to hoest such
a post-Vienna meeting and may be willing to move further in each
of the four above-cited categories to get it. That would still
leave many guestions to be negotiated, including the key issue of
access by Western advocacy groups to a Moscow-based meeting.
The British, Canadiana and Dutch continue to have reservations
about such a Moscow meating; the othar Western countries
apparently less 80, with the exception of the French who €fall
somewhere in between, |
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September 16, 1988

The Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary of State

United States Department of State
Washington, -D.C. 20520

Dear Mr, Secretary:

First, many thanks for the fruitful discussion at your meeting this
morning with representatives of the National Confarence on Soviet
Jewry and the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations. ,

I shall like to pick up on some suggestions that were mada at that
meeting in reference to the exit of Jews from the Soviet Union.

Reiterating: The Jewish community 1s fully committed to freedom

of choice but belfeves that that choice should be made in the U.S.S.R.
without abusing the Israeli visa, To that end the community supports
the fiight plan through Romania, until that visa can be exercised in
the normal way by flights from the Soviet Unfon diractly to Israel.

We a1l know that the Soviets are on record since 1987 that they will
respect applications by Soviet Jews for American visas (as they do
in the case of other nationalities.) However, the Soviets do not
appear to be living up to this pledge and wa have urged (and you
thought it a good policy,) that the U.S. publicly and privately
push the U.S.5.R. to treat invitations to Soviet Jews from the U.S.
in thé same way as they now treat invitations from Israel. :

We are concerned about rumors emanating from the-Dapartment which

imply a limit on the number of Soviet Jews whose visas to the U.S.
could be processed. Any such eventuality would, of courss, impair
freedom of choice, contrary to your wishes and those of the Jewish
community. _ . ' :

We cannot understand any policy which gives Soviet Jews unlimited
access to the U.S. provided they drop out in Vienna, while
restricting the numbers who make the honorable choice in the Soviet
Unifon without the infliction of any abuse on the lIsraeli visa,

We thank you again for the oppoftunity fo have candid discussions
with you. . :

Sincerely, :

zd?5§~,»ggg_.;;é§’ 1ﬁ$4£ba»nh‘~__

Morris B. Abram, Chairman q1ctatéd but no£ raad
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September 26, 1988

The Henorable George Shultz
Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D.C., 20820

Dear Mr, Secretary:

The Chairmen of the Palestine Liberation Organization,
Yasser Arsfat, spparently may seek a United States visa for the
purpose of sttending and sddressing the United Nations Genersl
Assembly, as well as speaking to the Nstional Press Clud. We
urge you to exeroise your suthority and right to deéeny any.
request for such visa.

Seotion 6 of P,L. 80~357 reserves for the Secretary of
State the complete authority to "eontrol the entrance of
aliens™ to the (U.N,) Headquarters District in such a manner ss
to "safeguerd its own security." Both the Departmente of State
and Justiee have affirmed the right of the United States to
deny visas to persons seeking to enter the Headquarters
District of the United Nations under Section 212(e), paragraphs
27 and 29 of the Immigration end Nationality Aot.

In January 1986 Stete Department spokeman Cherles Redman
reiterated U.,S. polioy on this matter: "We will as & matter of
principle exclude individusls who personally advocate terrorism
or ?ho we believe have pnrtlaipatad in or supported terrorist
sctivities,”

And {n May 1986, when members of the Senste wrote to you
¢concerning e possible Arafst request for a visa, you responded.
".++ 1 have no desire to see Arafat inp the United States,
Sheould he apply for a visa, his epplicetions will receive my
most severe socrutiny, including a thorough review of all the
legel and other factors and ciroumstances pertinent to his
epplication.... We share a common desire that Arafat should
not come to the United Stetes.”

Arafet's PLO has claimed responsibility for a host of
terrorist seotivities in whioh numeroug innccent persons,
including many Amerioens, were Killed. As recently as May.
Aspistant Secretary of State Richerd Murphy., in testimony
before Congressional committees, stated that the State
Department was aware thet Arafst, "may heve persohaslly approved
2 series of terrorist stteoks against American citizens and
facilities abrosd...."
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Arafet should be denied sccess to our country until he and
the PLO renounce terrorism 283 a tool of foreign policy. Before
he is admitted {nto our country, Arafat end the PLO must acacept
the same ressonable requirements tlat the United States has
oonsispently demanded in order to have dealings with them:

%} formal recognition of Israel's rights to exist;

=~ acceptance of UN Resclutions 242 and 338; end

% o)

== 8limination from the FLO Charter of hhe cell for the
destruntion of Iarael.

The United States confers no diplomatic immunity on the
PLO or its United Nations "Observer Mission." We must continue
our poliey of denying admission to our country those., inoluding
Arafat, who profess terrorism 88 & tool of foreign poliey.

- As @ matter of law and poliey, we urge you to deny Yasser
Arafat permission to enter the United States. We look forward
to hearing from you as to your decision on this important
issye,

Sincerely,

az

FPC3
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THE 2ECRECTARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

November 1, 1988

Dear Senator DeConcini:

Thank you for your letter of September 26, co-
signed by fifty of your Senate colleagues, concerrfng
the possibility that Yasir Arafat may seek a visa to
enter the United States for the purpose of addressing
the United Nations General Assembly and the Natioconal
Press Club.

Like you, I have no desire whatever to see Arafat
in the United States. The basic judgment on this
issue reflected in my letter of May 29, 1986 to Senator
Lautenberg (from which you gquote in the fourth para=-
graph of your letter) remains in effect. So far we
have received no application from Arafat, nor any firm
indication that he intends to seek a visa for the
purposes you mention. Should we receive such an
application, I can assure you that I will apply severe
scrutiny to it in the light of applicable law and
regulations and other circumstances pertinent at the
time.

Sincerely yours,
| | ’/<£;-"L«;’/9 ééz; \rﬂ

George P. Shultz

The Honorable _ —
Dennis DeConcini,
United States Scnate.

@002
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September 29, 1988

Mr. Eugene Winnik

Mcintosh & Otis, Inc.

310 Madison Avenue, Ste. 607
New York, NY 10017

Dear Gene,

| enjoyed being with you, Lord George Weidenfeld, and John
Herman on September 22nd. | thought it was a good and pro-
ductive meeting.

The proposél for a two-book contract is appealing, provided
that enough of an advance is made to enable me to research
and write both books.

We are clear about the 'Vatican, Jews and Israel" book, and
both George and John have read my precis of that work and.
appear to be generally satlsfied with the direction it would
take.

The ‘'second book would be, as agreed, on'"'The Story of Jewish-
Christian Relations.'" | am enclosing a brief and quick out-
line of how I see that shaping up as of now. It does not
represent sustained reflection, but provides a feel of the.

-material to be covered.

Maybé the best way for Geofge, John, and yourself to grasp
what | would be trying to do in the second book would be for
you to read the enclosed two papers. Both are dated, but

on re-reading them, | think they provide something of a con-
ceptual framework for organizing this story.

| would plan to go much beyond the material contained in these
papers, and certainly would need to update it with information
about significant developments in Jewish-Christian relations

that have taken place in the 1970s and 1980s.

Institine of Human Relatinns

New York, New York 10022.2746
ommittee ' 212 751.4000: FAX: 212 3119-0975




Mr. Eugene Winnik f _ September 29, 1988
Page Two : 4

| hasten to do it in this way because George and John will be out
of the country next week, and | would like if at all possible to
tie up the two-book package as soon as feasible.

Talk to you later today.

With appre;iation!'

Cordially,

Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director
International Relations

MHT: RPR

Enclosures
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date October 5, 1988
to George Gruen
from Ron Kronish

subject

1. Attached is the additional material which came in from
Hanoch Smith. Use it in good health.

2; Good luck on getting the new computer! I hope you get it
soon. _

3. I'll try. to keep you posted 'on the elections if I have
anything special to report. And, I will try to send you

my assessment of what is happenlng, just before and after
election night.

Regards,

112N

cc: Yaacov Pnini
M. Bernard Resnikoff

;Marc Tanenbaum,j

“_ e ———

LA U RSO B
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SMITH RESEARCH CENTER
Sept. 28, 198

¢
To: George Gruen

Frram: Hanoch Smith

Bubjects Additions Lo Report of Sept.?, 1988

s per ouwr telephone conversation, T am adding arn addition-
al seprtbtion, starting o pabd after top paragraph ending. .. on the
larger issues,"

. The Leadership Issue
Both Labor and the Likud are led by veteran leaders withh e

perience as Frime Minister. Yitzhak Shamir, clearly not a
charasmatic learder in the tradition of Menachem Begin, neverbhe-

temaas led the Likuad to a reasonable result in the 1984 el eclions -
a virtual stand—-off with the Labor Alignment. Shimon Feres, on

the other hand, has led Labor in all four Fnesseth elections
since 1977 and his party has not, thus far, come up with any
riesgl ts that could be called a victory. His period as [Primes
Plinister. 198341934, was characterized by personal popul arity
and government success in the eyes of the pubalic, Bk s popage-
larity fell during the period of the Shamir primacy.

During the present campaign, neither top candidate enjoys a
csbkrong advantage over the other. In general, on a personal
ha=is, Feres is thought to be the hetter qualified person to e
Frime Minister by a small plwality. But when the party pichure
is added- and people vote party and nolt candidate— there is a
stand—-off. Similarly, when the fuur top leaders of esch of these
Lwo parties are compared, the voting population gives no prefer-—
ence to either aroaping. The leadorship 1ssue, it therefore
appears, will not be decisive in these elections.

I, Flection Frospects

At the end of September, twenty-—-eight different lists, in-—
cluding all parties 1n the outgoing kEnesseth, filed to compebe in
Lhe NMovembher elections.

fAas the deadline for filing approached, there was & sutden
eplintering in the religious canmp. lnstead of Tive parhiles,
all of which entered the Enesseth in 1984, this time there were
eight religiows lists competing; even the esisting parbies «plit,
The Mational Religious Farty (Mafdal) added part of Morasha, hbot
zpeened to lose a bit to Meimad. Another important arthodor parby,
Agqudat lsrael, at the last moment added the HMagi faction of MHora-
afhya Lo its list: but two new orthodoy (Haredi) Tactions were
Tormad, partly of deserters from Ngudat Israel. The wsecond
Haredi party, Shacss suffered a similar fate: two fackions alan
eplit off- one an a personality baesis and one on a communal basis



-

(Yeminites) . In sum, there were six ultra—orthodox lists, the
Mafdal and the moderate-leaning Meimad.

The religious parties, it should ed, becaase the
Teftist and rightist camps have roughly equal support, have the
balance of political power in Tsroael . Indeed, Lheir polibical

suppor b becanss of Fhis

power has inerecaacd despite less vober

brald ance . Since 1977, the religiouws parties have-one i6 tempbed
to say, religinasly, -supporbted Libud-led agovernments. In the

preasent campaicrn, Shiaon Peres has made special efforts
ary underetanding wilh e Lhodor parties which
mat o wp a Labeor-led coali bion shonld
ihsel .

to get
vould @nahte him o
the oppeortondty peesenl

(Comtinue froamn p.dS "The intifTada wndoubtedly. . o..™)
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date October 5, 1988
to Ira Silverman/Marc Tanenbaum
from

David Harris

subject :
SOVIET JEWRY UPDATE III

From a usually reliable State Department source:

(1) Consideration of a human rights conference in Mbscow ;3
continues at the State Department, though, at the moment,

agreement on such a meeting, if were to come at all, likely would -

WNPUBJOLIDLL

not occur until after Election Day. The odds against such a

meeting are about 70-30, but are shifting towards U.S. agreement.
Again reviewing the four criteria, the official noted: (a)

emigration is continuing to increase and thus is not likely to

prove a serious stumbling block in negotiations; (b) the only
radio stations still jammed and of concern to the U.S. are Radio,
Liberty and Kol Yisrael, but the U.S. in the final analysis will

not make a major issue of either; (c) the release of political .
prisoners remains the principal hurdle. Approximately-200 names
remain on U.S. lists. Only three Helsinki Monitors remain .in

prison, though the Soviets insists this soon will be reduced to

one. There is some disagreement within the State Department

about how strongly to press those cases that the U.S. considers

political but that were sentenced in the Soviet Union under

criminal articles; and (d) progress has occurred in the area of

resolving divided family cases and only 30-35 remain on the U. S.

list. '

The British among the Western nations are most strongly
opposed to a Moscow human rights meeting; the U.S., Canadians
and Dutch share a similar viewpoint; the French are interested in

- protecting Paris as the site of a future Helsinki meeting; .and
the other Western countries are prepared tc ‘deal now with the.
Soviets. . . ;

The Soviets badly want the.meeting. 'Shevérdnadze raised the
issue in his recent talks with Shultz.

(2) Re refugee numbers for FY 89, the State Department,
over the objection of the Bureau of European Affairs, has broken
down the Soviet and East European allotment into 14,000 for the
USSR and 8,500 for Eastern Europe. The Bureau had wanted the
numbers lumped together in the hope of permitting more numbers




to go to Soviet refugees. . The total, 22,500, is 2,000 less than
the Secretary mentioned in his testimony before the Senate -
Judiciary Committee. Apparently, as I just learned from another '
source, these 2,000 will remain assigned to the Soviet Union but

will be avallable under private sponsorship schemes only. '

It 1is increasingly clear to a few knowledgeable State
Department officials that a major crisis in numbers and dollars"
is looming if the present Soviet emigration rate continues at
current, much less increased levels. The State Department hopes
to channel as many people as possible through immigrant
categories, parole as a stopgap measure, private sponsorship and
a special immigration category for those immigrants who are of
special interest to the ' U.S. Government. Secretary Shultz
reportedly has indicated that he will not take additional monies
from his strapped State Department budget to cope with numbers-‘
beyond the agreed refugee ceiling. ;

Note: It is important "that AJC begin to give careful
consideration to these issues now. The likelihood is that we
will be able to return to the Administration and Congress
for additional numbers during the course of the year,
invoking the emergency provisions of the 1980 Refugee Act as '
we did this past year, though we ought not underestimate the
potential opposition of Senator Simpson and possibly others.
The bigger challenge will be the funding question. Will we
be able to secure supplemental Federal funds? It will not
be easy. -

It is also clear that there will be a major effort on the
part of the Government to shift more of the fiscal
responsibility onto the shoulders of the Jewish community.
I gather that the major federation leaders, together with
HIAS and JDC 1leadership, will be discussing the growing
financial burden they are carrying as a result of increased
Soviet Jewish immigration at the upcoming Council of Jewish
Federations General Assembly. This federal funding question
will be another important financial question they, and the
entire American Jewish community, may yet have to face
during this fiscal year.

(3) During the Shultz-Shevardnadze talks, the Secretary
urged that Moscow permit emigrants to leave for their desired
country of destination. Accordingly, Shultz asked that the
Soviets respect U.S. affidavits from any relatives just as the-
Soviet now choose to do with Israeli affidavits. Shevardnadze
reportedly responded that it would not prove a problem as they
were planning to drop the first-degree requirement anyway. XL
should be pointed out that while such a step would truly be
welcome it has not yet happened.

cc: Shula Bahat ~-David . Geller. Richard Maass Gary Rubin
Theodore Ellenoff “-“Ron-tKronish® Richard Rice M. Yarmon

L



" “David Karis (
10/3/88

Marc,

I thought you might be interested in
the enclosed exchange of correspondence
between Morris Abram, chair of the
National Conference on Soviet Jewry,
and Pamela Cohen, president of the
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews,
on the "'drop-out' question.

encl.

/41:{; The American Jewish

Committee

OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE,

2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036 (202) 265-2000
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
July 22, 1988

Ms. Pamela B Cohen’
" President. ,
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews

“*°_ 1819 H Street, N.W., Suite 410 '

Washington, D.C. 2_0006

'Dear Pam: R i . |
& ; . I

I have just received your memo dated June 12 and the paper "On the Issue
“of Direct Flights to Israel,” which your cover memo indicates was
distributed widely, including to 65 congressional staff members. 1 find
it hard to contain my reaction, and am appalled by the content and language.

As a signatory to the joint statement of June 8 on "direct flights and ;:he
two-track system," you were fully apprised of the community's process
and, indeed, a participant in that process. It is distressing that you would
join in deliberations, concur in their conclusions and then abuse the inherent
trust and responsibility by publicly distorting the community's position,
without consideration of the damage to the Soviet Jewry movement, to
Israel or to the relationships you profess to want.

We find it incomprehensible that an American Jewish organization would
accuse the government of Israel of "coercing Soviet Jews," and of
attempting to "dictate to or kidnap" them. Further, to suggest that the
Israeli government wishes to "deny Soviet Jews their basic right to free
emigration" is a baseless and libelous charge. Such language is not only
offensive but also raises fundamental questions regarding the motivation
and goals of the Union of Councils. Certainly, it is the Soviet Union who
denies free emigration to its citizens, and it is Israel which has led and
made possible the fight for emigration of Soviet Jews.

Instead of criticizing Israel for that nation's attempt to preserve the
integrity of its visa and protect the rights of Soviet Jews, those interested
in the well-being of Soviet Jews should work for the implementation of
the two-track system that will allow Jews wishing to return to their historic
homeland to do so by way of Bucharest, and those who wish to be reunited
with their families in the West to receive visas from the appropriate nations.
Freedom of choice, as the Union of Councils well knows, is ultimately
exercised by the Soviet Jews themselves while still in the USSR.

The gratuitous assertion that Jewish leaders in the diaspora should "return
to their long-held commitment to human rights" is as insulting as it is
blatantly false. There is no literary license that can justify such arrogance
and intemperance of language.

-over-

A coalition of forty-five national organizations and over three hundred local community councils and federations

Nanonal Office: 10 East 40th Streer, Suite 907 New York, N.Y. 10016 » (212) 679-6122 - Telecopier: (212) 686-1193 « Telex: 237311 NCS)
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July 22, 1988 Page 2 Pamela B. Cohen

One cannot begin to assess the mischief and damage of such a document,
especially at this time when Israel is under attack in the very quarters
to which this irresponsible statement was distributed. Had it come from
any other source the Union would have been in the forefront of those
condemning it. Is the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews not bound to
any standards of honesty, decency and responsibility? Do the affiliated
organizations and advisors endorse these views? How is it that the Union
of Councils can lend its name to a document endorsed by all segments
of the community and then take the opposite position? Is this the basis
for a relationship of trust and confidence that you assert you desire?
Does the Union of Councils truly want to be included in the councils of
the community or is it merely interested in opportunism and confrontation?

1 want your response.

Sincerely,

Morris B, Abram ' _
Chairman, National Conference on Soviet Jewry

Chairman, Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations

MBA:rk
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UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS

1819 H STREET, NW « SUITE 410 - WASHINGTON, DT 20006 « (2€2) 775-9770 *

August 15, 1988

Mr. Morris Abram '
Chairman-

National Conference on Soviet Jewry
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations

10 East 40th Street Suite 907

New York, New York 10016

Dear Morr-is:

As the largest independent grassroots activist
organization in the world devoted exclusively to Sovzet

Jewry, the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews is
accountable to its members and to the Soviet Jews
themselves. It’s commitment to truth in its dealings

organizations and the public is absolute.
warrants a rasponse only because of the broad
you have given it.

with sister
Your attack
circulaticen

The guestion at issue concerns a basic principle --
freedom of choice -- that the UCSJ, the vast majority ol
Soviet Jews, distinguisned olim such as Natan Sharanskyv,
Secretary of State Shultz, virtually every signatory c:Z
the Helsinki Final Acz, and many American and Israeld
Jews support. The issue deserves open and respectful
discussion.

Nobody ‘doubts that the right of Soviet Jews to emigrate
freely is denied by the Soviet Union. But it is also the
case that all Soviet Jews who are allowed to leave can
now go to Vienna and there exercise a free choice of
ultimate destination -- 2 right we hold belongs to each
and every individual Jew regardless of our strong dESLre
and hope that they will choosea Israel. :

in the absence of the additicneal
that we advocate, and which
e&:\

i
i

As a practical matte
guarantees, describe
you oppose, the “"direct flight” plan will foreclose fIr
choice to hundreds of thousancds of Soviet Jews, i.e.,
those Jews who now hold invitations (visovs) from distant
relatives in Israel and who wish to go directly to the
refugees, or to other Western countries. ' To
freedom of choice is indivisible; it must apply to
not just to some. This is - the poirt on
And we have advocated our

r

ed below,

all Soviet Jews,
which you and we diffsr.

SIDINTEOF M -JCrr- AMEIICAN JE%iSH ORGANIZATICONS



pesition consistently, and on the high ground of principle,
without attacking you, your organization, or the State of :Israel.
A copy of our summary of the issue, publ;shed recently in our -

Refusenik Update, is enclosed. .

It may well be that, in the course of years, the currently '
insufficient proposal for a second track based on U.S. ™ :
invitations can be instituted and regularized. as a Substltute for
Israeli invitations so as to return Jews to the state of free
choice they now have in Vienra. For the present, however, those
Jews will be presented with the choice of going to Israel or
remaining in the Scviet Union. This is an unacceptable "
conseguence of Israel’s plan to protect its visa. By so |
characterizing this evident consequence, we have provoked your
ire, as we did a year ago on the identical issue. So be- lt.,

It must be understood that when we ag:eed to sign the unity
statement cn direct flights, we made it clear that while we:
endorsed it as far as it went, cur position extends well beyond
it. You shculd be aware of this. Our National Director,

Micah Naftalin, made this clear to Jer rIy at the time, in writing
and by phone (see enclosed). Our position has never va*ied

We do not argue thet Israel should abandon the direct flight
plan. We do argue that, as a conseguence of the plan, the State
‘Depastment must negotizte with the Soviets to permit any Jew
granted permission to emigrate, regardless of the source of his
or her invitation, to travel to Vienna, as is now permitted, if
they choosa2 not to go to Isrzel via Bucharest. It is poscgible
ficr them to do so without receiving an Israeli visa. This would
be the subject of US-USSR nagotiations. The Israelis have no
rcle to play in this respect. iven a number of existing
conditions, e.g., limitations of U.S5. Embassy staff in Moscow,
more restrictive Soviet eligibility requirements for invitations
from the U.S., and a massive excant raservoir of Jewish :
applications based on Israeli visovs, it is wholly specious to
assert, as you do, that the direct flight plan offers freedom oi
choice to all Jews comparable to what they are now entitled to.

What makes this so emotional an Iissue amorg Jews is the evident
and understandable differences in priorities that exist between
officials of the Isrzeli Forazign Ministry and those Soviet Jews
who seek not cnly rescue but also the right to emigrate to the
United States and other Western countries. Those officials have
made it ciear they do rnot attach priority to devoting resources
Lo assist Jews to emigrate “from cn2 diaspora to another." But
Soviet Jews have a rignt to guestion 2American leaders who, from
the safety of our democracy, insist that any Soviet Jew should ke
denied the freedom o6f choice that wa and our forebears have

enjoyed.

\/ \/ UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS
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UCSJ leaders, no less than all other Zionists, are extremely
mindful of Israel’s great need for Soviet Jewish emigration.
But, the right of individual Jews must have egual standing with
the needs and wishes of governments. American Jews bristle at
the notion that it is their obligation as Jews to make allyah

Soviet Jews are entitled to egqual respect.

In many forums you have spoken to the effect that Soviet Jewry is
exclusively an aliyah movement, not a rescue or human rights ‘ :
movement, and that Soviet Jewish aspirations to emigrate to the
United States have more to do with "better refrigerators" than
escape f{rzom anti-Semitism. It is your right to hold this
essentially paternalistic view, which, at once, denigrates the
human right and need to improve the aua1xty of life and -discounts
-anti-Semitism as a significant motivaticn for emigration. - But do
not assert it in the guise of freedom of choice or the principles
of Helsinki. And cdo not assert it in the name of the Soviet !
Jewry movement {or whom you are not.the exclusive voice.

It is doubtful that you speak, on this guestion, for American
Jewry because, obviously, there are many voices holding a renge
cof views on this matter. It is clear that your position is in
conflict with that of our government, as Secretary Shultz has
recentlv made clear to you. And it is indisputable that your
criorities are in-direct-cpocosition to-the stated hopes,
éspirations, and rights of tens oi thousands oi Soviet Jews, as
evidenced by the choices Jews now make on arrival in Vienna.
Your defsnss of direct flichts is entirely appropriate. Your
fla our parallel acdvocacy of freedom of

numerous 2TT2mMpts T2 stif
choice £for all Soviet Jews exceecs the bounds of reasonable

ciscourse.

I recently rezurned -from 10 days of consultation in Leningrad and
Moscow with several hundred Refuseniks including virtually all
Gi our movement thars in mer2 then fiity separats

leace:s r=a.
meatinge, I never once raised cr politicized the issue of direct
flights My pursess was to'discuss with the parties directly
aiZfected the needs of the movemant and the strategies best
calculated to increase the level oi rescue, emigraztion and Jewish
culture. ' -

in virtually every meeting, however, I heard the anxiety of
Soviet Jews over the implications of re stricting freedom of
choice. And I heard these concerns from many of those who,
themselves, are committed to making aliyah but are nonetheless
respectful of the rights of others. They are concerned that a
single track, even with the limited alternative for those few
Jews who, pecssessing U.S. invitaticns, are eligible for

U.S. visas, will result in diminished, not increased, emigraticn.

j_. \/ UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS
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Their concern is shared by many Sovietologists, human rights
activists and government officials who deal with these issues.
These are serious and weighty concerns that must not be ignored.

While in the Sovier Union, we found universal respect and
gratitude to the UCSJ among Refuseniks and activist leaders
because of our willingness to make the strongest case in their
behalf, to set the highest level of principle from which
compromise inevitably mustr flow. Thus, Refusenik leaders are
gfatlf;ed that the UCSJ argued for a quid pro quo when the State
Department relaxed oil and gas drllllng technology restrictions;
that we successiully opnosed the A3A agreement with the ,
Association of Soviet Lawyers; that we introduced the concept of
economic linkage into the message of the December 6 demonstration
in Washington; that we made it clear that this is not the time to .
discQunt by half the 50,000 - 60,000 annual emigration trigger
for Jackson-=Vanik; that we suooorbed an effort to criticize banks
who make untied, cash lcans at concessionary rates to bolster the
Soviet economy without gaining an edvantage in Jewish emigration;
that we supported the Durenberger Amendment to the Trade Act this
week that would block the Commerce Department’s lifting of long-
imposed import restrictions for Soviet furs in contravention of

the principles of Jackson-Vanik.

You and I speak for different constituencies. Even though you
and the Nat;cnal Conference on Soviet Jewry did not advocate
these positions, our resvective voices should and could be seen
es complementary in a pluralistic world. However, as long as you
insist on monolithic policy meking on behalf of Soviet Jews, I
can only assure you of continued fzustration, of the type
evidenced by your intemperate and destructive letcer.

Soviet Jews are entitled to thesir- own voice when discussions
concerning their vital interests and lives are taking place.
Throughout our 20-year history, the UCSJ has developed its

commitment to the nead for

actions and policies with a deep
accountability to these Sovist jews --the activists, the
Prisoners of Conscience, the leadezs -- who put their lives on
the line every cay. The leadership of other American Jewish
organizations ars enu_glea to their priorities and policies.
And, with £ull r=cognition of their crientation, they deserve
full respect. But do not repressant their interests as being
1nvar1ablv congruent with the best interests of Soviet Jews.

They are nox

Finally, it must be said that the UCSJ’'s commitment to the
principles of human rights end the individual’'s freedom of choice
in no way lessens our abiding hope and belief that Soviet Jews
should be encouraged to make aliyah. We share Israel’'s despair
at the relatively low proportion of Jews choosing Israel even as

UNION OF COUNC!LS FOR SOVIET JEWS
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we celebrate the miracle of the Jewish renaissance movement that
has been able to rise above 70 years of state-sponsored anti-
Semitic and anti-Zionist propaganda and cultural genocide.

The Union of Councils has a deep commitment and connection to
Israel. Our board meets in Jerusalem annually to discuss Soviet
Jewish emlgrat;on, aliyah and absorption. Our detailed
recommendations for improving atsorption and encouraging .
increased aliyah, which we presented last year at the World
Soviet Jewry Conference in London, and to the Aliyah and Klita
Committee of the Knesseg, are but examples. Our strong support
of the Refuseniks’ and other Soviert Jews founding, last month,
of the Society for Friendship and Cultural Exchange with Iskae?,
and of the Moscow Jewish Cultural Association, are further
examples of our commitment to the premise that aliyah will expand“
as Jewish education and consciousness expand thrcughout the

Soviet Union.

It is to these goals that we will devote our energies. The

implication that the UCSJ is somehow anti-Zionist or anti-aliyah
is a canard and an extremely mischievous form of disinformation.
Will there ever come & time when respect for pluralism, for _
honest disagreement, will characterize the Soviet Jewry movement?
I hope so. -

Sincerely,

Pamela Braun Cohen
National President

Enclosures

OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS
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FREEDOM OF CHOICE
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ENCERPT
4 .
Last week the Israeli Cabinet, in a divided vote, overwhelmingly
endorsed the sc-called "direct flight" procedures that would
route Israel-bound Soviet emigres through Bucharest, Romania.
According to Israeli officials, the principal purpose of the
plan is to protect the sanctity of the Israeli visa.

Once the Israelis take back from the Dutch the consular
duties of issuing visas, now predicted for mid-July, they hope
to have Soviet Jews travel to Bucharst to receive their visas,
rather than, as is now the procedure, receive them in Moscow
and travel to Vienna where many Jews have "dropped out"
and re-routed themselves to the United States and other
host countries. : :

Virtually all Jewish organizations, including the UCSJ,
endorse the Israeli hope that more Soviet Jews will choose

repatriation to their national homeland, Israel, and virtually
none has objected publicly to Israel's desire to limit its own
visas to those wisning to make aliyah.

By the same token, virtually all Jewish organizations
-- the UCSJ prominent among them - support Secretary of
State Shult=' unwavering commitment to the internationally |
guaranteed freedom of choice for every person to leave his/her
OWN COUntry. '

The government of Israel itself, while not signatory
to the Helsinki Final Act, remains committed to this fundamental
human rights principle. "No one could endorse kidnapping
Soviet Jews," the Israelis have said, "and compel them to
go to Israel against their will. Wichout question, Soviet Jews
.must be permitted to reunite with their families in the West
if that is their desire."

Indeed, even the Soviets are on record, of late, as declaring
that the ultimate destination of emigrating Jews is of no
concern to the Soviet Union.

In the past the problein was not resolved because it
was viewed as too hvpchetical. Burt it is no longer hypothetical
and the Department of State should take all steps necessary,

" in concert with the Sovietr Union and other relevant western
nations, Austria and Israel for example, to assure that an
alternate and appropriate exit track is preserved for all Jews
who wish to emigrate to the West.

Of course, the simplest and least disruptive method
will be to continue the twenty-year or more system of transit
to.the West via Vienna. For beleaguered Jews, who live daily
with much rumor and little information, the fewer changes
and the greater continuity and predictability, the better.
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JOINT STATEMENT ON "DIRECT FLIGHTS"
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We welcome the Iscael inltlative to securc direct flighzz for Soviet Jews
who wish to settle in lsrael, and the posizive cesponse of the Sovie:
authorities and ti;e. gov:‘mfn:r.: ¢ Roman'a o facilicate this program.
In order for this program (0 succesd, end to help maximize the largest
numbder of Soviet Jews wishing o setzle in Iszeel, it ls 1mp§rativ'= thes
the pregrem for direct inv'.:e.:iéns from Soviet Jclws gazzled In Nott
Americe, to their relatives in the Soviet Ur.i'on, be gec forth quickly and
e?fezzively. The Soviet government hee indicated s readinc#s to respoad
to such dlrzct aniﬁa:iﬁns ¢or femily reunification, beiwesd Jews {n the ’

Scvist Unica and thelr selatives in Norzh Amesica.
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A new design for Soviet society.. .

Dartmouth conferees probe the realities

By Norman Cousins

‘ E have a new feature in our newspa-
f per,” the journalist was saying. “It con-
sists of letters from readers who begin

by saying that they are certain we.
wouldn't dare publish their views."” -

The speaker was Stanislav Kondrashov, a political -

observer with Izvestia, one of the two largest daily
newspapers in the Soviet Union. &
“Most of these letters complain about everyday life,”

he continued. “The writers say that our politdcal elec-

tions are a sham. Or they complain about the drabness of
life, or about the shabby quality of the merchandise in
:the shops, or the cramped conditions of their housing, or-

about the way bureaucrats abound everywhere and
complicate and frustrate their lives. And you know

what? They are right.”

Mr. Kondrashov's remarks came during the latest
Dartmouth Conference. The series began at Dartmouth
College in Hanover, N.H., almost 30 years ago at the
instigation of President Dwight Eisenhower, who felt
knowledgeable citizens from both countries could talk
freely and probe for openings of value to the diplomats.
| The conferences have developed into a major commu-
ications link, alternating between the two nations. They

ve brought together political thinkers, philosophers,
nomists, scientists, writers, artists. Underwritten
riginally by the US State Department and later by the
rd Foundation, these meetings have continued for the
' 20 years under the independent auspices of the C. F.
ettering Foundation.
| The recent meeting in the United States was a mov-
‘able affair, beginning at the LBJ Library at the Univer-
lity of Texas, then moving to Newport Beach and Los
‘ Angeles, and finally to Washington, D.C. The subject was

he meaning of perestroika and glasnost. The official
jefinition of both terms was of course .well known.
Perestroika was intended to mean remaking, renewal,

whether th&se terms had a functional rather than a
propaganda reality and what the implications of the new
policies would be on the US-USSR relationship.

W'hEI:i the group met last month in the generously
proportioned atrium of the LBJ library in Austin, the
Americans didn't have long to wait for answers. Soviet
participants seemed to welcome the opportunity to talk
pbout the upheavals in politics, economics, society, and
Cultural life now unfolding under Mikhail Gorbachev.
For example, the political observer from Izvestia
Bpoke about the new reading habits of the Soviet people.
. Under the former repressive regimes, he said, mos:
people favored books. Novelists were practiced at writ-

{f the government came calling. With glasnost, however,
he newspapers are beginning to write about bureau-
fratic blunders, nepotism, shortages, poor housing, tor-
uption. “The "language in’the” press’is not” just more
lorful, but more explicit than it used to be. Terms like
Mafia" are applied by Izvestia to the bureaucracies.
estions are raised about Afghanistan, such as how
ociety could be protected against further such blunders.
- But what the Americans gathered at Austin found
pspecially striking was the admission that the Soviet
conomic system had to be radically changed. -
* For example, the failure of collective farms to mee*
otas is no longer being disguised. The collectives will
ve 10 give way, it was said, to private ownership,
erally by families. Perhaps -even ‘more astounding
the statement that private operation and ownership
large sections of industry were necessary in the public
This revelation was accompanied by the state-
ent that the government was already exploring the
orization of stocks and bonds as an integral part of
privatization of industry. ; J
[ “We've been questioning all the things that are basic
our society,” said Georgi Arbatov, chairman of the
pviet delegation and head of the influential Institute of

ededication; giasnast, a new openness, a willingness to
admit mistakes and to create new options. .
What was less clear to the Americans, however, was '

ng between the lines; they could get across ideas and. .
bpinions, yet plead that they were being misinterpreted

* bloodless revolution, for ‘which we can all be thankful. -
.And we are just at the beginning,

- more than a century ago, provides valuable guidance for .
-us. He says in that book that in a true democracy all the
" elements of the society have to be properly represented.
" That makes good sense to us.” - . - el

-in the heart of Texas, listening to a prominent Russian
*cite perhaps the most widely accepted analysis of Amer-

‘“bloodless™ revolution, especially the references to op-
. pressive bureaucracy, it seemed to me. that something
-was missing. I decided to put it to them: “Much has been
‘said here about the sins of the bureaucrats, but these
.bureaucrats don't operate in a vacuum. What is the
-source of their power if not the Communist Party?
Would any of the long list of abuses against the people of

- R

of peresrrozkaandglasnost
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2/ Z the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the ;

—=x4 & USSR. “We know we cannot democratize all the other

. sectors of our society without democratizing the Commu-

. nist Party as well." -; 5 anln F o

.+ Mr. Shishlin went on to say it would not be surprising

~ if, five or 10 years hence, 2 multiparty system would .
emerge. He said that discussions were already going -

‘forward on this question at top levels of the party. .

... Later, a question was raised about the Central Euro-

A 2 - pean nations. What about the effects of perestroika on ..
77 INWN the nations within the Soviet orbit? Was it possible to -

j =] . have widespread political democratization within the
4 USSR without creating strong movements in the same
¥ direction inside the satellite countries? Would the Rus-

4 sians keep their tanks at home if freedom movements
e sprang up in Central Europe? - :

The reply was unambiguous.. Several speakers said
the question had not been overlooked in party discus-
sions. Yes, it was unreasonable to suppose that pere-
stroika could be confined: within Soviet borders, and.
there was no reason why it should be. But it was prema-
ture to speculate on where changes might lead.

Inevitably, the issue of mutual trust was raised as a
key factor in the relationship between the two peoples.
Seweryn Bialer, director of the Research Institute on
International Change at Columbia University, made a
strong impression on both delegations when he said that .
mutual trust was not really as vital as mutual credibility.
David Mathews, president of the Kettering Foundation,
developed this argument by pointing out that mutual
trust could have negative connotations. One might
“trust” another person not to do anything wrong or
harmful. But “credibility” made genuine trust possible,
because it involved a conviction that what the other side
Wwas saying was true.

This discussion led to a consideration of the basic.
propositions that underlie each society — the ideas peo-
ple live by. It became apparent that most of the discus-
sants believed we had come to the end of an age of
competitive ideologies. The notions of capitalism held by
most communists, as well as the notions of cornmunism
generally held by people in the capitalist countries, no
longer conformed to reality. Capitalism is no longer the
antisocial leviathan portrayed by Marx, and commu-
nism, always an aspiration rather than a functioning
reality, was not a literal description of the economic and
social system of the USSR.

“We've been questioning all the things we were
taught to believe were basic in our society,” Mr. Arbatov
said. “We are acquiring a new image of ourselves. Our
views of the US are evolving as well. We are realizing
that we cannot achieve security at your expense. We
hope you will feel the same about the Soviet Union. If
you are not secure, neither are we. We must find ways of
surviving together. I want to emphasize that what we
- are doing is not for the purpose of impressing others. It is
for ourselves. We are doing what we think is necessary
in our own interest. We like to believe it is also in your
interest and the world interest.” :

L NN SN YINT SN Y SN 2 “You are right,” said Nikolai Shishlin, a member of
LU i
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US and Canadian Studies. *{ personally have been sur-
prised at the extent of Ggrbachev's impact on Soviet
society. We are acquiring ajnew image of ourselves. We
are able to look squarely At our inadequacies, having
become the victims of our own excesses and formula-
tions. We are able to talk freely about the sufferings and
injustices we have had to endure.”

One of the most interesting aspects of the discussion
was a change in semantics. At earlier conferences, when
Americans referred to “democracy,” they were thinking
of free elections, free press, free speech, freedom of
worship, and the other options that go with an open
political system. The Russians would also use the word™
“democracy,” but they were thinking of an economic
system that would protect them against unemployment,
hungyc, and medical bills. At the Texas conference, when

the Russians spoke of democratization there was no
question in anyone’s mind they meant political freedom.
“After a thousand years under czarism and dictator-
ship, we know it will not be easy, and we know it will not
happen overnight,” said Vitaly Zhurkin, director of the
Institute of Western Europe of the USSR Academy of Sci-
ences. “We also know that the changes will be resisted
up and down the line by all those who have a stake in
perpetuating the old system. Do not make the mistake of
thinking that Gorbachev can bring about democracy by
simply issuing some decrees. It will take time and it will
be difficult, but Gorbachev's aim is nothing less than a
complete redesign and restructure of our society.”
“Surely you can’t be saying that the world is witness-
ing another Russian revolution?” asked Robert Lundeen,
former chairman of the board -of Dow Chemical.
“That is exactly what I am saying,” Mr. Zhurkin :
-replied. “There Is no other word to describe it, butitisa

ing. We have to create new = : '
institutions and they have.to fit our special needs. De : F what we heard in Austin is correct, then what is -
“Tocqueville's classic, Democracy in America,’ published ! happening today in the USSR may be one of the great
A events of the 20th century. Three hundred million
people are caught up in & vast new revolution, reaching
gut for a larger measure of freedom than they have ever.
* xnown. The challenge to the US is whether it can recog- .
" nize the potential benefits of such changes, not just for -
~ Russians, but for ourselves. The big question is whether
. we are prepared to live without enemies. Are we more |
ican institutions, and he was using the reference as an - fearful of Soviet friendship than Soviet hostility? Have .
aspiration for his own country. - ; - we allowed ourselves to become so dependent on mas-
As I listened to the Soviet participants speak of their - sive military spending that we prefer tensions to the
* challenges of a creative peace?
~ Perestroika and glasnost are Russian words, but they
force us to examine more closely than ever our own -
destination in the world.

- Norman Cousins, -on behalf of President Eisen-

hower, made the original proposal to the Presidium
your country have been possible if 'they hadn't: beén ** ~ of the Peute Commitiee in Moscow in 1959 for what
sanctioned by the Communist Party?” ) - has become the Dartmouth College conferences.

e

I tried to keep from gasping out loud_ Here I was, deep
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date October 5, 1988

George Gruen
to g

from Rron Kronish

subject

Enclosed is an article from last Thursday's Jerusalem Post
regarding Kessar's views on the hearings which are coming up
in November. '

Also, attached is a recent piece on Ethiopian Jews. Where does
AJC stand on this issue? How do you feel about the AAEJ as

an organization? Is it time for more vocal protest on behalf
of family reunification?

Please advise. ? K

cc: David Harris
Ira Silverman
Marc- Tanenbaum:
Mort Yarmon

George: Please distribute pmy.
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ECONOMIC & BUSINESS FEATURES

Kessar criticizes U.S. probe
on treatment of Arab workers

By JEFF BLACK
Post Labour Reporter
Histadrut Secretury-General Yis-
‘rael Kessar yesterday attacked the
U.S. special trade representative’s
decision last month to investigate
complaints by the American-Arab

Anti-Discrimination Committee”
(ADC) of Israeli mistreatment of

Palestinian workers. If the com-
. plaints are borne out, the U.S. will
re-evaluate Israe! s duty- free trade
privileges.

At a meeting at Histadrut head--

quarters in Tel Aviv. with the U.S.
-Embassy's charge d'affaires Arthur
Hughes and the embassy's, labour

attache Richard Booth, Kessar ex-
pressed the Histadrut's displeasure

_ at the decision. He said the ADC's

allegations should have been
checked first with the Histadrut and
other official Israeli sources in the
labour field. 3

“The labour federation leader

- stressed to the U.S. officials that the

Histadrut was doing all it could to
ensure equality for Arab workers in

Israel. Kessar added that the recent

clampdown on Palestinian trade
unions in the West Bank was based
on security considerations.

The Americans told Kessar that

the decision of Special Trade Repre-
sentative Clayton Yeutter to investi-
gate the ADC's complaints implied
no judgment about the merits of the
petition.

The. petition wull be heard in No-
vember. If it is successful, Israel |
could be denied special access to the
U.S. market, though U.S. officials
have said it was very unlikely Israel
would be punished,

The ADC petition ch.arged that

-Israel routinely harassed, -arrested
-and detained Palestinian union ac-

tivists, and barred Palestinian work-
ers from staying overnight in Israel.

e
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THE AMERICAN Jewish estab-

Ethiopian Jews: Divided efforts to rescue a community

\ishment tends to oppose conducting
a noisy campaign for the rescue of
Ethiopian Jews. Nevertheless, a
grass-roots effort has begun to make
the American Jewish community
aware of their plight and to put pres-
sure on Washington to use its clout
to help the cause.

“Most American Jews know very
little or nothing about Ethiopian
Jews,” said the director of the
American Association for Ethiopian
Jewry (AAEJ), Will Recant. “Most

people believe they all got out four

years ago during Operation Moses.
Not enough has been done toinform
the Jewish community and the pub-
lic about the problem of divided
families."

The AAEJ, based in Washington,
is one of the few American Jewish
organizations that favours the circu-
lation of a mass petition calling on
the Ethiopian government to permit
the Jews there to reunite with mem-
bers of their familiecs who have left
the country. In practice this means

. lettjing them come to Israel. Anoth-
er body that is pushing the petition
is the American Rabbinic Network
for Ethiopian Jewry, which main-
tains contact with the rabbis of the
Reform, Conservative, and Recon-
structionist movements. R

The head of the Jewish Agency
Aliya Department, Uri Gordon,
warned recently that the ‘Jewish

The head ofthe -
Ethiopian Student
Association, Shlomo
Mula: ‘Boys, only 15 or 16
years old, are now being
called up for the Ethiopian
army. Thereis only a
small chance that they will
return. At this rate, in
several more years there
won't be any more Jews
in Ethiopia to save.’

community in Ethiopia is in real

“sible disappearance. There is great

pressure on the community now."”
He said that some 13,000 Jews are
still in Ethiopia, and that 15,000 are
now in Israel.

The head of the Ethiopian Stu-
dent ‘Association, Shlomo Mula,
asked, “How can we go on here,
with so many husbands separated
from wives, wives separated from
husbands, and children separated
from parents?” There are over 1,100
children here who have either one
or both parents in Ethiopia, and an-

other 700 both of whose parents are
daard Mact of theca children ara ctill

THE AAEJ, according to Recant,
has been circulating the petition
since July, and has so far collected
15,000 signatures. The AAEJ, how-
ever, cannot reach the masses of
Jews who are connected with the
major organizations. -

A group of major American Jew-
ish organizations, meeting under the
auspices of the National Jewish
Community Relations Advisory
Council (NJCRAC; pronounced
“nack-rack’’), have been cool to the
idea of a petition, fearing that it

would needlessly antagonize the -

Ethiopian government. They also
opposed the wording of the petition

proposed by Wujs and the E_thiopi,- T

an organizations.

The American organizations con-
vened by NJCRAC include the
American Jewish Committee, the
American Jewish Congress, the
Council of Jewish Federations, the
~-Anti-Defamation League, and
Union of American Hebrew Con-

gregations (Reform), and the North
American Conference on Ethiopian -

Jewry.
The Rabbinic Network for Ethio-

pian Jewry, however, has launched

what appears to be the largest public
campaign yet held for this cause.
The campaign, called Hinenu (We
Are Here), runs from the High
Holidays to next February, and will
be conducted together with the peti-
tion. The rabbinic network, which is
based in Pasadena, California, is
calling on rabbis to make sermons
about the plight of Ethiopian Jews,
and to promote a national fast day
for students and young people, to be
held on November 3. :
During Hanukka the network
wants to collect a million dollars to
fund the campaign and to ‘‘help
Jews in Ethiopia.” The director of
the network, Jane Fellman, said that
the money will be donated to Amer-
ican organizations working on be-
half of Ethiopian Jews: the AAEJ,
the North American Conference on
Ethiopian Jewry, and the Religious
Action Centre of the Reform move-
ment. She said . that there are no
plans at present to donate part of
the money for relief work in Ethio-

: physical danger from the fighting pia conducted by the Joint Distribu-
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to urge their congregants to write
letters to their congressmen, calling

on them to “help negotiate a family

reunification programme for the

Bracele
Ethiopian Jewry’ campaign.
ties for the regime. ‘

These mounting problems, he
writes, led Mengistu to pay.a secret

visit to Moscow last month. “It-

seems that the Soviet bloc will not
put an immediate stop to its Ethiopi-
an involvement, but will gradually
reduce its expenditure on military
assistance. The Ethiopian govern-

‘ment reacted to its changed situa-.

tion by sending informal, non-publi-

cized missions to Western states-

explaiping their readiness to cooper-
ate economically and politically by

- qpening Ethiopia to Western invest-

ments, and the like. Actually, the
.Ethiopian authorities are looking
desperately for a' Western replace-
ment of the reduced Soviet
presence.”

Aynor concludes that “this is the
historic moment to moblize Western

public opinion through a well-orga-
nized petition addressed to the Ethi-
opian government, directed to
arouse widespread interest in the

plight of Ethiopian Jewry.” He pro-

e '.i;".‘_ﬁ'!. .-.,..:“‘ -

being sold by the World Union of

4

Jewish Students

posed that ‘large Jewish organiza-
tions circullate this petition, whieh
would be presented to Ethiopian
embassies @and to the foreign minis-
tries of warious countries. The
mounting pressure, he believes, will

finally leadl the Ethiopian govern-

ment to be more responsive to pleas
for family jreunification, s
He said in an interview that a
rescue gg&.ration like Operation
Moses, whiich required the coopera-
tion of Suclan, is now impractical.

“Silence om this issue is no longer

necessary, or effective. It is aston-
ishing that there has been no move
by our government to arouse world
public opimion. Only one thing is

sure: il_' we do nothing, then the fate
of Ethiopiain Jewry will be sealed.” -

OTHERS, however, believe that

even if it is krue that Ethiopia is now,

more open to Western pressure on

humanitarign issues, better results -
can be obtained through behind-
‘the-scenes  action. - Some govern-
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as part of its

They noted that “‘many Jews now
wish to be reunited with their loved

" ones abroad. We would greatly ap-

preciate your attention to this situa-
tion, and look forward to working
‘with you in helping the Jews of Ethi-
opia and all victims of famine in
your country.” The latter reference
is a not-so-subtle reminder that
Ethiopia receives about $350 million
a year in food shipments and other
aid from Western governments,
most of it from the U.S.

The director of the AAE] sees the
American intervention on behalf of

the Jewish prisoners as an example
of the kind of action that could be

‘. have tried to push other American

;eéénﬂy'lached ‘Reunify
' (Jaime Permuth)

'mental figures believe that efforts

should now be concentrated on re-
newing diplomatic relations with
Ethiopia, which will eventually- be
more beneficial for the Jews there.
No one can say, though, how long
“eventually” will be, and how many
Jews will survive until then.

As evidence that international
pressure on Ethiopia can bring re-
sults, Aynor points to the recent
release of about 30 Jews, who were
imprisoned for over a year for trying
to leave the country. Efforts by the
American government were instru-

‘'mental in securing their release.

An important stage in this process
was apparently a letter sent to Men-
gistu last December by 30 senators

.and 64 congressmen. In this letter
- they expressed “our deep concern

over the plight of Ethiopian Jews.
We are deeply disturbed that your
government has arrested and im-
prisoned Jews for attempting to emi-
grate or helping. others to emi-
grate."” '
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During the campaign, rabbis are -

Jews of Ethiopia.”” The campaign .

will culminate in Februa
“Call to Conscience’ in Washing-
ton, in which the results of the entire
effort will be presented to Congress.

with a

Uri Gordon stressed that “the

government is making all possible
efforts to reunify Ethiopian fam-

ilies, through international contacts -

and secret operations.” He believes

that o natitinn arcnmnoniad he a

Jewish organizations to do more in

greater communication between

f Jews and their congressmen on this

" issue. If constituents make their in-
terest known, then this issue will
have a higher profile in Washington.
There is a Congressional Caucus on
Ethiopian Jewry, but they don’t
hear from the American Jewish
community, nor does the State De-
partment.” :

He added that the AAEJ had no
objection to changing the language
of the petition so that it does not
offend the Ethiopian government.
One suggestion made has been to
aim the petition at Congress, urging

" it to take action on behalf of Ethio-

pian Jews, instead of addressing it to
the Ethiopians.

THE WUIJS CAMPAIGN for Ethi-
opian Jewry also includes the sale of
African-style bracelets, engraved on
one side with the words *'Beta Isra-
el’” (the name of the Ethiopian Jew-
ish community), and on the other
with the slogan *“Reunify Ethiopian
Jewry." Bracelets were. used suc-
cessfully in the U.S. to promote
awareness of American prisoners of
war in Vietnam and Prisoners of
Zion in the Soviet Union.

Wujs said that “‘each bracelet
symbolizes the struggle for family

uindertaken on a broader scale. “I’

Washington. We would like to see

Charles Hoffman
" Post Jewish Affairs Editor*

reunification for Ethiopian Jewry,
as well as being a personal reminder
of a young Ethiopian in Israel who is
* without his or her parents.”
Those who purchase a bracelet
will receive the name, address, and
biographical sketch of a young Ethi-
opian in Israel who has been sepa-
rated from his or her parents, or
who has been orphaned. Most of the
1,800 Ethiopian youngsters without
parents in Israel are being cared for
by Youth Aliya, which supplied the
information about the children for
the bracelet campaign. The brace-
lets are being distributed by Hillel
on American college campuses and
by the AAEJ and Canadian Associ-
ation for Ethiopian Jewry.
Those who purchase the bracelets
are urged to correspond ‘with ‘the
youngsters, to tell them “that the
plight of their parents has not been
forgotten.” Proceeds from the sale

- of the bracelets — $10 for students

and $18 for others — will go to sup-
port the campaign for Ethiopian
Jewry and to support the Ethiopian
Jewish Students Association in Isra-
el. '

Youth Aliya agreed to cooperate-
with the bracelet campaign because -
it is concerned at the worsening psy-
chological condition of the Ethiopi-
an children separated from their
parents. . :

According to a report written by
Youth Aliya psychologist Gadi Ben
Ezer, these children suffer from
“guilt, difficulties in concentration,
a constant waiting for letters (with
an accompanying fear of what they
will find in the letters), psychoso-
matic symptoms, food refusal, and
.even anorexia. The condition of the
children has influenced the entire
Ethiopian community, and has af-
fected their adjustment to Israel.

“Reunilinilhe families is likely to
bring more help and relief to the
Ethiopian community than any pro-
fessional help of social workers or
psychologists. It is essential to find
any way possible to end the terrible
distress of these children who are
crying for help."




.ishment tends to oppose conducting
a noisy campaign for the rescue of
Ethiopian Jews. Nevertheless, a
grass-roots effort has begun to make
the American Jewish community
aware of their plight and to put pres-
sure on Washington to use its clout
to help the cause.

“Most American Jews know very
little or nothing about Ethiopian
Jews,” said the director of the
American Association for Ethiopian
Jewry (AAEJ), Will Recant. “Most
people believe they all got out four
years ago during Operation Moses.
Not enough has been done toinform
the Jewish community and the pub-
lic about the problem of divided
families.”

The AAE], based in Washington,
is one of the few American Jewish
organizations that favours the circu-
lation of a mass petition calling on
the Ethiopian government to permit
the Jews there to reunite with mem-
bers of their families who have left .
the country. In practice this means
. Ietligg them come to Israel. Anoth-

er body that is pushing the petition
is the American Rabbinic Network
for Ethiopian Jewry, which main-
tains contact with the rabbis of the
Reform, Conservative, and Recon-
structionist movements.

The head of the Jewish Agency
Aliya Department, Uri Gordon,
wamed recently that the “Jewish

The head of the

Ethiopian Student
Association, Shiomo
Mula: ‘Boys, only 15 or 16
years old, are now being
called up for the Ethiopian
army. Thereisonly a
small chance that they will
return. At this rate, in
several more years there
won't be any more Jews
in Ethiopia to save.’

community in Ethiopia is in real
physical danger from the fighting

“sible disappearance. There is great

pressure on the community now.”
He said that some 13,000 Jews are
stilt in Ethiopia, and that 15,000 are
now in Israel.

The head of the Ethiopian Stu-
dent ‘Association, Shlomo Mula,
asked, “How can we go on here,
with so many husbands separated
from wives, wives separated from
husbands, and children separated
from parents?” There are over 1,100
children here who have either one
or both parents in Ethiopia, and an-
other 700 both of whose parents are
dead. Most of these children are still
showing signs of acute emotional
distress, according to the. Youth
Aliya Department of the Jewish
Agency, a condition which has a
depressing effect on the entire Ethi-
opian community. -

Mula added: ‘‘Boys, only 15 or 16
years old, are now being called up
for the Ethiopian army. There js
only a small chance that they will
return. At this rate, in several more
years there won't be any more Jews
in Ethiopia to save.”

Mula said he could not under-
stand why there is *“total silence on
this issue from Diaspora Jews. The

A group of major
American Jewish
organizations have been
cool to a grass-roots
petition campaign for
Ethiopian Jewry, fearing it
would needlessly
antagonize the Ethiopian
government.

American organizations don't pay
attention to what we, the Ethiopian
immigrants, say. They only listen to
what the [Israeli] government tells
them. We believe, however, that
arousing the international commu-
nity can help in the fight for family
reunification.™ .

~ The three main Ethiopian immi-
grant groups - the Student Associa-
tion, the Ethiopian Immigrants As-
sociation, and the Beta Israel —
recently joined forces to back the
petition, which is an unusual step for
the fractious Ethiopian community
in Israel. These bodies are working
together on the petition with the
World Union of Jewish Students
‘(Wujs).

Mesfin Embaw, former head of
the Ethiopian Immigrants Associa-
tion, said that “we are tired of sit-
ting and waiting for somebody else
to do something. It is up to us to
take responsibility for the fate of our

families in Ethiopia. The condition

of Ethiopian Jewry is not a secret, so
why remain silent? It’s time to make-
some noise.” -

has been circulating the petition
since July, and has so far collected
15,000 signatures. The AAEJ, how-
ever, cannot reach the masses of
Jews who are connected with the
major organizations.

A group of major American Jew-
ish organizations, meeting under the
auspices of the National Jewish
Community Relations Advisory
Council (NJCRAC; pronounced
“nack-rack’’), have been cool to the
idea of a petition, fearing that it
would needlessly antagonize the
Ethiopian government. They also
opposed the wording of the petition

proposed by Wujs and the Ethiopi- - |

an organizations.

The American organizations con-
vened by NICRAC include the
American Jewish Committee, the
American Jewish Congress, the
Council of Jewish Federations, the
-Anti-Defamation League, and
Union of American Hebrew Con-

gregations (Reform), and the North
American Conference on Ethiopian

Jewry.

The Rabbinic Network for Ethio-
pian Jewry, however, has launched
what appears to be the largest public
campaign yet held for this cause.
The campaign, called Hinenu (We
Are Here), runs from the High
Holidays to next February, and will
be conducted together with the peti-
tion. The rabbinic network, which is
based in Pasadena, California, is
calling on rabbis to make sermons
about the plight of Ethiopian Jews,
and to promote a national fast day
for students and young people, to be
held on November 3. :

During Hanukka the network
wants to collect a million dollars to
fund the campaign and to “help
Jews in Ethiopia.” The director of
the network, Jane Fellman, said that
the money will be donated to Amer-
ican organizations working on be-
half of Ethiopian Jews: the AAEJ,
the North American Conference on
Ethiopian Jewry, and the Religious
Action Centre of the Reform move-
ment. She said that there are no
plans at present to donate part of
the money for relief work in Ethio-
pia conducted by the Joint Distribu-

During the campaign, rabbis are
to urge their congregants to write
letters to their congressmen, calling

on them to “‘help negotiate a family °

reunification programme for the
Jews of Ethiopia.” The campaign
will culminate in February with a
“Call to Conscience'’ in Washing-
ton, in which the results of the entire
effort will be presented to Congress.

Uri Gordon stressed that “the
government is making all possible
efforts to reunify Ethiopian fam-

ilies, through international contacts

and secret operations.” He believes
that a petition accompanied by a
public campaign “will not help on-

going éfforts to opert the gates for.

Ethiopian Jews, and will even hurt.
Some organizations want to make
noise, but this is artificial. I com-
mend those organizations which
have decided not to join this half-
baked campaign.”

Nevertheless, the o of

the petition claim that they have °

received what they describe as an
“unofficial green light” from, the

- foreign ministry.

Gordon also had harsh words for
the Ethiopian activist organizations
in the U.S., which he said “make it
hard for the government to conduct
its own efforts for Ethiopian Jews.
Each one of these groups has its
president and other officers; and
they spend most of their time hold-

ing fund-raising dinners. They go to -

Ethiopia, visit with a few Jews, and
come back to tell their stories at
another dinner. They also feed off

criticism of the absorption of Ethio-

pian Jews that appears in the press.”

FOR SOME time now, the conven-
tional wisdom has held that the
Marxist regime of Mengistu Haile-

Mariam has been virtually impervi-

ous to international pressure on be-
half of Ethiopian Jews.

A dissenter from this vi int is
Hanan Aynor, a retired diplomat
who served for many years in Africa
and was Israel's last envoy in Addis
Ababa. He now works as a research-

er on Israel-African relations at the -

Truman Institute of 'the Hebrew
University.

Aynor recently wrote a paper ex-
plaining why Ethiopia’s changing in-
ternal and external situation is mak-
ing the regime. more receptive to
pressure from Western governments
on humanitarian issues such as fam-
ily reunification He was the first to
raise the idea of a petition, and his
thinking has influenced others to
back this effort.

‘Bracelets being sold by the World Uni

Ethiopian Jewry’ campaign.

ties for the regime.
These mounting problems, he
writes, led Mengistu to pay.a secret

visit to Moscow last month. “It-

seems that the Soviet bloc will not
put an immediate stop to its Ethiopi-
an involvement, but will gradually
reduce its eﬁpenditure on military
assistance. The Ethiopian govern-
ment reacted to its changed situa-
tion by sending informal, non-publi-

cized missions to Western states:

explaining their readiness to cooper-
ate economically and politically by

- qpening Ethiopia to Western invest-

ments, and the like. Actually, the

_Ethiopian authorities are looking

desperately for a Western replace-
ment of the reduced Soviet
presence.”

Aynor concludes that “this is the

historic moment to moblize Western °

public opinion through a well-orga-
nized petition addressed to the Ethi-
opian government, directed to
arouse widespread interest in the
plight of Ethiopian Jewry.” He pro-

posed that ‘large Jewish organiza-
tions circullate this petition, whish
would be presented to Ethiopian
embassies and to the foreign minis-
tries of wvarious countries. The
mounting pressure, he believes, will

finally lead the Ethiopian govern-

ment to be more responsive to pleas
for family reunification. o
He said in an interview that a
rescue operation like Operation
Moses, which required the coopera-
tion of Sudan, is now impractical.
“Silence on this issue is no longer
, or effective. It is aston-
ishing that there has been no move
by our government to arouse world
public opimion. Only one thing is

sure: if we do nothing, then the fate -
of Ethiopian Jewry will be sealed.”
- they expressed “our deep concermn

OTHERS, however, believe that

even if it is true that Ethiopia is now_

more open to Western pressure on

humanitarian issues, better results -

can be obtained through behind-
‘the-scenes action.- Some govemn-

on of Jewish Students as part of its recently launched ‘Reunify

(Jaime Permuth)

mental figures believe that efforts
should now be concentrated on re-
newing diplomatic relations with
Ethiopia, which will eventually- be
more beneficial for the Jews there.
No one. can say, though, how long
*“eventually” will be, and how many
Jews will survive until then.

As evidence that international
pressure on Ethiopia can bring re-
sults, Aynor points to the recent
release of about 30 Jews, who were
imprisoned for over a year for trying
to leave the country. Efforts by the
American government were instru-

‘mental in securing their release.

An important stage in this process
was apparently a letter sent to Men-
gistu last December by 30 senators
and 64 congressmen. In this letter

over the plight of Ethiopian Jews.
We are deeply disturbed that your
government has arrested and im-
prisoned Jews for attempting to emi-
grate or helping. others to emi-
mte.“ .

- T ke ®

He noted in his paper that along -

with a worsening famine, the regime
has suffered severe military setbacks
in the past five months. The new
Soviet foreign policy initiated by
Gorbachev, which calls for cutting
back military commitments in Asia
and Africa, is also causing difficul-
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THODOX CANADIAN JEW
UYS BAKKERS’ PTL EMPIRE
By Ben Kayfetz

TORONTO, Oct. 5§ JTA) -- An Orthodox Jew
from Toronto is buying the bankrupt PTL empire
of Christian television evangelists Jim and Tammy
Bakker.

News that Stephen Mernick, 34, put in the
winning bid of $115 million for the PTL assets,
mostly in Fort Mill, S.C., surprised the Jewish
community here, where Mernick, a third-genera-
tion Torontonian, has been something of a mys-
tery man. _ : '

The bid was disclosed by the PTL ministry
at a news conference Tuesday in Charlotte, N.C,,
attended by Mernick’s lawyers,

Mernick himself remained at home because
he would not travel on Simchat Torah. He was
quoted by his lawyers as saying PTL property
should continue to be used for Christian purposes.

It includes a television studio, the Heritage
USA theme park, a campground, a church and
private housing. PTL’s debts exceed $130 million.

If the creditors and U.S. bankruptcy court
support the recommendations of trustee M.L.
Benton, Mernick must come up with $50 million
by Dec. 1, when the deal is closed. The balance is
payable in annual installments until 1993.

Mernick’s businesses in Canada are real
estate, a travel agency, garbage collection, cloth-
ing and waste recycling. They are said to have
annual sales of $5 million.

Six months ago, Mernick successfully bid
$100 million for the Firestone tire plant in Ham-
ilton, Ont. It has ceased producing tires and
Mernick apparently intends to sell off its assets.

Mernick is a member of the Clanton Park
Synagogue, an Orthodox congregation in the
Toronto suburb of Downsview. He wears a beard
and has appeared on television in the black cloak
and black felt hat of an ultra-Orthodox Jew.

At the news conference in Charlotte, his
lawyers read a statement in which Mernick said:
“While I am not a Christian, I have a great deal
of respect for the depth of the religious feeling
of the many thousands of Christians who have
supported the Heritage Ministries over the years.”

According to some observers, that statement
might indicate that Mernick is inviting bidders to
lease or purchase the property for Christian
purposes.

But his lawyers told the Toronto Globe &
Mail that Mernick has not decided what to do
with the property.

The PTL filed for protection against credi-
tors in June 1987, three months after Bakker
resigned the ministry after admitting to a sexual
encounter with a young church secretary.

LATE BAVARIAN PRIME MINISTER
WAS PROPONENT OF ARMS TO ARABS
By David Kantor

BONN, Oct. 5 (JTA) -- Franz-Josef Strauss,
the prime minister of Bavaria, who died of a
heart attack Saturday at age 73, was a strong
advocate of close military cooperation between
West Germany and Israel.

But he was also, in recent years, a powerful
proponent of the sale of sophisticated West
German weaponry to Arab states officially at war
with Israel, notably Saudi Arabia.

Strauss headed the ultraconservative Chris-
tian Social Union, a party indigenous to Bavaria

DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

but influential in national politics.

As defense minister during the late 1950s,
Strauss was responsible for developing a military
relationship between Israel and the Federal Re-
public.

Under his leadership, Bonn became an im-
portant arms supplier of the Jewish state, despite
Israelis’ fresh memories of the Holocaust.

Strauss also became a close partner and
personal friend of Shimon Peres, the Labor Party
leader, when he was a rising star in Israel’s
defense establishment, eventually becoming minis-
ter of defense.

But by the 1960s, West Germany, under
intense Arab pressure was obliged to abandon its
arms shipments to Israel.

In the ’70s and ’80s, Strauss became acutely
critical of Israel's retention of the Arab terri-
tories it captured in the 1967 Six-Day War. He

remained fully committed, however, to secure
borders for the Jewish state.
Nevertheless, Strauss openly challenged

Bonn’s policy of limiting arms sales to Arab
countries. He personally pledged massive shipments
of tanks and other equipment to Saudi Arabia and
other Middle East states.

Strauss served as an artillery officer in the
German army in France and on the Russian front
in World War II, until he was invalided out of
service. He was cleared of Nazi affiliations by the
Allies after the war.

In later years, he successfully brought libel
suits against West German magazines that accused
him of having been a Nazi.

YOUTH CHARGED WITH YVANDALISM
OF SHUL TO BE TRIED AS ADULT

NEW YORK, Oct. 4 (JTA) -- A 15-year-old
youth, one of two accused of vandalizing and
burning a Brooklyn synagogue last month, will be
tried as an adult, it was announced here Monday.

This means that the suspect, Louis Frances-
chi, who has been indicted by a grand jury, will
stand trial in state Supreme Court, instead of
Family Court, where juveniles are normally tried.

He also will face more severe punishment if
convicted.

Franceschi was arraigned in Supreme Court
on Monday. He is charged with second-degree
burglary, second-degree criminal mischief and
first-degree reckless endangerment, all felonies,
and with two misdemeanors.

Franceschi pleaded not guilty and was or-
dered held on $10,000 bail by Justice Richard
Goldberg.

The indictment charges that on the night of
Sept. 16, during the period between Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur, Franceschi and a com-
panion broke into Congregation Rabbinical Insti-
tute Sharai Torah, an Orthodox synagogue in the
Midwood section of Brooklyn.

They spray-painted swastikas and anti-Semit-
ic graffiti, removed the congregation’s Torahs
from the ark and set them on fire.

Franceschi’s 1l-year-old companion was not
identified because of his age. His case will be
heard in Family Court.

If found guilty of the burglary charge,
Franceschi could be sentenced to between 28
months and seven years in prison.

Brooklyn District Attorney Elizabeth Holtz-
man, who announced the indictment, warned that
“crimes of hatred or bigotry of any kind must
be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.”



- m.-.....::.}.'y;_- ~ e

-US. jrIrm%alljfi%nc:‘e Ofﬁa;lswl_\fow .Susp_é::;—
0

My

By JOHN WALCOTT

now suspect the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization, not Iran, played a leading role
in the release this week of an Indian hos-
tage in Lebanen. - bng 3

While the officials concede that clever
disinformation could be throwing them off
the track, they theorize from largely cif-

cumstantial evidence that the PLO may re-

cently have taken custody of Mithileswhar
Singh, the Indian educator who was re-
leased, and three Americans who were kid-
napped with him on Jan. 24, 1987 by Iran-
ian-backed Shiite terrorists in Beirut.

These officials, who asked that their
names not be used, and a senior State De-
partment official say the U.S. continues to
believe Iran has influence over whoever is
hoiding Mr. Singh's three companions,
Americans Robert Polhill, Alann Steen and
Jesse Turner. Intelligence officlals believe
three other small terrorist cells, which are
thought to be holding six more Americans,
are more firmly allled with Iran.

Nisa Connection?

If the PLO has entered the hostage af-
fair, U.S. officials say, It is probably be-
cause its leader Yasser Arafat, who Is
seeking a visa to visit the U.S., wants to
arrange a quick release of the three Amer-
icans to reap the public-relations benefits.
But that might not be easy. A State De-
partment official told reporters yesterday
in West Germany there aren't any signs
that any Americans will be freed soon.

U.S. officials base their. theory that the
PLO may currently control the hostages on
a variety of signs. From the start, the kid-
nappings 21 months ago of Messrs. Polhill,
Singh, Steen and Turner, all professors at
Beirut Unijversity College, haven't fit the
pattern of Tranian-sponsored terrorism in
Lebanon, senior U.S. officials note. And
four recent communiques from Islamic Ji-
had for the Liberation of Palestine, the
group claiming to hold the four, were strik-
ingly different from hostage statements Is-
sued by Shiite fundamentalists.

Intelligence sources say the recent com-
muniques are written in much better Ara-
bic than the Lebanese Shiite terrorists use.
The new communiques also aré more con-
ciliatory than earlier messages, none con-
tain fundamentalist rhetoric and all seek
only U.S. support for the Palestinian cause
in exchange for the hostages' release,
American analysts say.

Tell-Tale Drink

In addition, one sharp-eyed expert no-
ticed that a new photograph of Mr. Singh
and the three Americans showed them
drinking tea. A Middle Eastern analyst
says Lebanese usually drink coffee at such
occaslons; Palestinians drink tea.

In addition, intelligenceé sources said al-
though there have been extensive recent
discussions between Iranian leaders and
Lebanese terrorists about releasing hos-
tages held by other Lebanese terrorist
cells, there apparently has been little con-
tact between Tehran and Islamic Jihad for
the Liberation of Palestine. :

The ,hard-line leaders in Tehran who
midwifed the creation of the pro-Iranian
terror in Lebanon appear to be losing
ground, and Iranian financial and political
support for fundamentalist groups in Leba-
non is beginning tu dwindle, U.S. and Euro-
pean officials believe. As a result, they
say, groups such as the Islamic Jihad for

.the Liberation of Palestine may have be-

gun looking for new patrons.
“There is a strong Palestinian hand in

1d Sor?re American Hostages

-Stqff Reporter of THE W JoumRNaL
WASHINGTON - Sﬁome U.S. officlals

this,” says one U.8. official. "'They proba-
bly got-into it to get some favorable public-
ity by arranging the hostages’ release, but
they've gotten themselyes in the middle of
the hostage-holding business.”

Worked for PLO
It has never been widely known, but

' some Shiite terrorists holding Americans

hostage formerly worked for a PLO terror
group called Force 17, U.S. analysts say.
In 1986, U.S. and Israell intelligence ana-
lysts believe, the PLO and Lebanese ter-
rorist Imad Mugniyah, who is believed to
be holding Americans Terry Anderson and
Thomas Sutherland, conspired to kidnap
two Cypriot students, then give Mr. Aratat
credit for securing their release.

U.S. officials concede the possibility
that the Shiite terrorists, who long have
conducted a vigorous disinformation cam-
paign to keep their hostages' whereubouts
secret, are manufacturing the evidence of
Palestinian involvement.

But if debriefings of Mr. Singh buttress
the suspicion that the PLO is holding
Americans, the news could doom Mr. Ara-
fat's chances of getting a U.S. visu to ad-
dress the United Nations this fall and tor-
pedo whatever chance exists for the U.S. to
revive Arab-Israell peace negotlations.
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Mernick himself remained at home because
he would not travel on Simchat Torah. He was
quoted by his lawyers as saying PTL property
should continue to be used for Christian purposes.

It includes a television studio, the Heritage
USA theme park, a campground, a church and
private housing. PTL’s debts exceed $130 million.

If the creditors and U.S. bankruptcy court
support the recommendations of trustee M.L.
Benton, Mernick must come up with $50 million
by Dec. 1, when the deal is closed. The balance is
payable in annual installments until 1993.

Mernick’s businesses in Canada are real
estate, a travel agency, garbage collection, cloth-
ing and waste recycling. They are said to have
annual sales of $5 million.

Six months ago, Mernick successfully bid
$100 million for the Firestone tire plant in Ham-
ilton, Ont. It has ceased producing tires and
Mernick apparently intends to sell off its assets.

Mernick is a member of the Clanton Park
Synagogue, an Orthodox congregation in the
Toronto suburb of Downsview. He wears a beard
and has appeared on television in the black cloak
and black felt hat of an ultra-Orthodox Jew.

At the news conference in Charlotte, his
lawyers read a statement in which Mernick said:
“While I am not a Christian, I have a great deal
of respect for the depth of the religious feeling
of the many thousands of Christians who have
supported the Heritage Ministries over the years.”

According to some observers, that statement
might indicate that Mernick is inviting bidders to
lease or purchase the property for Christian
purposes.

But his lawyers told the Toronto Globe &
Mail that Mernick has not decided what to do
with the property.

The PTL filed for protection against credi-
tors in June 1987, three months after Bakker
resigned the ministry after admitting to a sexual
encounter with a young church secretary.

LATE BAVARIAN PRIME MINISTER
WAS PROPONENT OF ARMS TO ARABS
By David Kantor

BONN, Oct. 5 (JTA) -- Franz-Josef Strauss,
the prime minister of Bavaria, who died of a
heart attack Saturday at age 73, was a strong
advocate of close military cooperation between
West Germany and Israel.

But he was also, in recent years, a powerful
proponent of the sale of sophisticated West
German weaponry to Arab states officially at war
with Israel, notably Saudi Arabia.

Strauss headed the ultraconservative Chris-
tian Social Union, a party indigenous to Bavaria
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but influential in national politics.

As defense minister during the late 1950s,
Strauss was responsible for developing a military
relationship between Israel and the Federal Re-
public.

Under his leadership, Bonn became an im-
portant arms supplier of the Jewish state, despite
Israelis’ fresh memories of the Holocaust.

Strauss also became a close partner and
personal friend of Shimon Peres, the Labor Party
leader, when he was a rising star in Israel’s
defense establishment, eventually becoming minis-
ter of defense.

But by the 1960s, West Germany, under
intense Arab pressure was obliged to abandon its
arms shipments to Israel.

In the ’70s and ’80s, Strauss became acutely
critical of Israel's retention of the Arab terri-
tories it captured in the 1967 Six-Day War. He

remained fully committed, however, to secure
borders for the Jewish state.
Nevertheless, Strauss openly challenged

Bonn’s policy of limiting arms sales to Arab
countries. He personally pledged massive shipments
of tanks and other equipment to Saudi Arabia and
other Middle East states.

Strauss served as an artillery officer in the
German army in France and on the Russian front
in World War II, until he was invalided out of
service. He was cleared of Nazi affiliations by the
Allies after the war.

In later years, he successfully brought libel
suits against West German magazines that accused
him of having been a Nazi.

YOUTH CHARGED WITH YVANDALISM
OF SHUL TO BE TRIED AS ADULT

NEW YORK, Oct. 4 (JTA) -- A 15-year-old
youth, one of two accused of vandalizing and
burning a Brooklyn synagogue last month, will be
tried as an adult, it was announced here Monday.

This means that the suspect, Louis Frances-
chi, who has been indicted by a grand jury, will
stand trial in state Supreme Court, instead of
Family Court, where juveniles are normally tried.

He also will face more severe punishment if
convicted.

Franceschi was arraigned in Supreme Court
on Monday. He is charged with second-degree
burglary, second-degree criminal mischief and
first-degree reckless endangerment, all felonies,
and with two misdemeanors.

Franceschi pleaded not guilty and was or-
dered held on $10,000 bail by Justice Richard
Goldberg.

The indictment charges that on the night of
Sept. 16, during the period between Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur, Franceschi and a com-
panion broke into Congregation Rabbinical Insti-
tute Sharai Torah, an Orthodox synagogue in the
Midwood section of Brooklyn.

They spray-painted swastikas and anti-Semit-
ic graffiti, removed the congregation’s Torahs
from the ark and set them on fire.

Franceschi’s 1l-year-old companion was not
identified because of his age. His case will be
heard in Family Court.

If found guilty of the burglary charge,
Franceschi could be sentenced to between 28
months and seven years in prison.

Brooklyn District Attorney Elizabeth Holtz-
man, who announced the indictment, warned that
“crimes of hatred or bigotry of any kind must
be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.”
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ganization, not Iran, played a leading role
in the release this week of an Indian hos-
tage in Lebanen. - bng 3

While the officials concede that clever
disinformation could be throwing them off
the track, they theorize from largely cif-

cumstantial evidence that the PLO may re-

cently have taken custody of Mithileswhar
Singh, the Indian educator who was re-
leased, and three Americans who were kid-
napped with him on Jan. 24, 1987 by Iran-
ian-backed Shiite terrorists in Beirut.

These officials, who asked that their
names not be used, and a senior State De-
partment official say the U.S. continues to
believe Iran has influence over whoever is
hoiding Mr. Singh's three companions,
Americans Robert Polhill, Alann Steen and
Jesse Turner. Intelligence officlals believe
three other small terrorist cells, which are
thought to be holding six more Americans,
are more firmly allled with Iran.

Nisa Connection?

If the PLO has entered the hostage af-
fair, U.S. officials say, It is probably be-
cause its leader Yasser Arafat, who Is
seeking a visa to visit the U.S., wants to
arrange a quick release of the three Amer-
icans to reap the public-relations benefits.
But that might not be easy. A State De-
partment official told reporters yesterday
in West Germany there aren't any signs
that any Americans will be freed soon.

U.S. officials base their. theory that the
PLO may currently control the hostages on
a variety of signs. From the start, the kid-
nappings 21 months ago of Messrs. Polhill,
Singh, Steen and Turner, all professors at
Beirut Unijversity College, haven't fit the
pattern of Tranian-sponsored terrorism in
Lebanon, senior U.S. officials note. And
four recent communiques from Islamic Ji-
had for the Liberation of Palestine, the
group claiming to hold the four, were strik-
ingly different from hostage statements Is-
sued by Shiite fundamentalists.

Intelligence sources say the recent com-
muniques are written in much better Ara-
bic than the Lebanese Shiite terrorists use.
The new communiques also aré more con-
ciliatory than earlier messages, none con-
tain fundamentalist rhetoric and all seek
only U.S. support for the Palestinian cause
in exchange for the hostages' release,
American analysts say.

Tell-Tale Drink

In addition, one sharp-eyed expert no-
ticed that a new photograph of Mr. Singh
and the three Americans showed them
drinking tea. A Middle Eastern analyst
says Lebanese usually drink coffee at such
occaslons; Palestinians drink tea.

In addition, intelligenceé sources said al-
though there have been extensive recent
discussions between Iranian leaders and
Lebanese terrorists about releasing hos-
tages held by other Lebanese terrorist
cells, there apparently has been little con-
tact between Tehran and Islamic Jihad for
the Liberation of Palestine. :

The ,hard-line leaders in Tehran who
midwifed the creation of the pro-Iranian
terror in Lebanon appear to be losing
ground, and Iranian financial and political
support for fundamentalist groups in Leba-
non is beginning tu dwindle, U.S. and Euro-
pean officials believe. As a result, they
say, groups such as the Islamic Jihad for

.the Liberation of Palestine may have be-

gun looking for new patrons.
“There is a strong Palestinian hand in

1d Sor?re American Hostages

-Stqff Reporter of THE W JoumRNaL
WASHINGTON - Sﬁome U.S. officlals

this,” says one U.8. official. "'They proba-
bly got-into it to get some favorable public-
ity by arranging the hostages’ release, but
they've gotten themselyes in the middle of
the hostage-holding business.”

Worked for PLO
It has never been widely known, but

' some Shiite terrorists holding Americans

hostage formerly worked for a PLO terror
group called Force 17, U.S. analysts say.
In 1986, U.S. and Israell intelligence ana-
lysts believe, the PLO and Lebanese ter-
rorist Imad Mugniyah, who is believed to
be holding Americans Terry Anderson and
Thomas Sutherland, conspired to kidnap
two Cypriot students, then give Mr. Aratat
credit for securing their release.

U.S. officials concede the possibility
that the Shiite terrorists, who long have
conducted a vigorous disinformation cam-
paign to keep their hostages' whereubouts
secret, are manufacturing the evidence of
Palestinian involvement.

But if debriefings of Mr. Singh buttress
the suspicion that the PLO is holding
Americans, the news could doom Mr. Ara-
fat's chances of getting a U.S. visu to ad-
dress the United Nations this fall and tor-
pedo whatever chance exists for the U.S. to
revive Arab-Israell peace negotlations.
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To: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

This is to confirm your interview with BABBY‘ GRAY:

regarding all the subjects You“ye ever dlscussed with Kimp
pTOS caller questions

Date of interview:0ctober 6, 1988—(Jodpagdes
JeL =

Time of interview: —2x80pm=3 ;: Q0pm

WMCA STUDIQS:

Place of interview: 888 Seyenth. Aye,

Please let me know if there is anything else I can do.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Heu
@t o
Haina Just
Coordinator of
Broadcast Relations
HJ:ir

q/g’c N

3rd floor

entrance in courtyard fegm
57th. street above chkgrg
House Coffee Shop.
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From Sir Sigmund Sternberg KCSG JP Star House Grafton Road London NW5 4BD Telephone 01-485 2538

To: Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum - D':‘1“?:10.6.88
Enclosures:

_ . [ for information

Speech delivered at Venezuelan Embassy, 7.6.88. (] for return

O for retention

Article from Jewish Chronicle, 10.6.88, for your interest. [ action needed
‘0 please phone
[ as agreed

O ref. your letter

With Compliments
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inter-faiil
medallion

From a Correspondent
New York

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, the
American Jewish Committee's director
of international relations, has been
awarded the inter-faith medallion of
the International Council of Christians
and Jews (ICCJ).

The medallion was presented in New
York by Sir Sigmund Sternberg, the
chairman of the ICCJ's executive
committee, and honorary treasurer of
the Council of Christians and Jews in
Britain. ) .

Since December, Rabbi Tanenbaum
has been chairman of the International
Jewish Committee for Inter-religious
Consultations (LJCIC), which co-
ordinates relations between major
Jewish groups and the Vatican, the
World Council of Churches and other
international religious bodies.

He was one of the nine-member
delegation of IJCIC leaders who met
Pope Joiin Paul I1 and Vaucan officiais
last summer.

Moy 1L
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PERSONAL

October 11, 1988

Mr. Eugene Winnick

Mcintosh and Otis

30 East 42nd Street - Room 607
New York, NY 10017

Dear Gene,

| probably shouldn't do this, but my need to try to get some closure
on a long-standing frustration overwhelms better judgment.

Once | get the Vatican book under my belt, | am going to consider
taking on a professorship in the CUNY system which is being offered
to me next year. In preparation for that, |'ve had to prepare a
comprehensive curriculum vitae.

Within that c.v., | have pu‘led together the titles of all the
articles, essays, monographs, etc., that | have written in recent
years on a variety of subjects.

| have been wanting for some time to publish a collection of the
better stuff | have written dealing with a range of my interests.

So l've got two questions: (1) when you get a chance, would you
look over that list of titles and let me know if they look inter=
esting as a possible book; and (2) what kind of publishers are
there who might be interested in such a collection?

| know that publishers generally are not eager to issue anthologies
or collections, but | also have seen enough of such genre to know
that they are done. My motive, frankly, is that with all the lec-
turing | do, people are constantly askingme, ''Can we buy one of

your books?'' Until the Vatican and The Story of Jewish-Christian
Relations are completed and published, this could be a useful in-
terim volume. Besides, after 35 years of working in this field, I'd
like to get all this stuff together in a single package.

What do you think?
Fett! :

I
Marc H. Tanenbaum

MHT: RPR
Enclosures



PERSONAL
Dr. Ernest Schwartz, Dean
Sahool of Jewish Studies (exact title)
Queens Collere
¥ .Kissena Boulevard
“1ush1ng, Queens, New York

Dear Epnest,

I saw a videotape of your People -to-People program over WCBS-TV

last Saturday evening, and T must tell you how impressed H was with
its contents. It ® is one of the most constructive ideas I have

yét seen for »ronoting Black- anish understanding, and I con~ratuddte
your for your achievement.

Some of the comments were an esvecially gratifying personal tribute
to you which you richly deserve. A hearty yeyasher koach! II tried to
reach you by teleohone on Sunday, but there was no answer.)

My other ourpose in writing to you now 1Is to tell you that I have’
been able to complete the curriculum vitae that you hed requested
some time ago, It 1s still in draft form, and I submit it to you in
this way in order to welcome your reactions, sugrestions for any
modifications, et cetera.'

As of January 1989, I will be rétiring from my present. 'bureaucratic"
vosttion, and will become the x "international consultasént” of AJC,

"eontinuing to supervise certain special proJects in which T have

oarticular inferes*s.

I have also signed a two-book contract with Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
and will devote my next year intensively to writing a btudy of
Vatican fordign policy, with special reference to Jews and Isrsael.
(My second book will be a History of Jewish-Christian relations.)

In that context, I am now interested in pursuing the possibilities
of a professorship within the CUNY gksx system which we hage been
discussing. The c.v. is intended as my first demarche in that direction.

As soon as you ére free, I would be eager to have lumh with you
in order to have the benefit of your advice as to how vest %o proceed.

With warmest pood wishes to }ou and Marta, I am,
Cordially, &s ever,

MHT, D
IR



Mr. Eugene Winnick '~ PERSONAL
McIntosh and .Otis '

. e 8 e

New York, N, Y,

‘Dear Gene,

I orobably shouldn't do this,-bﬁt my need to try to get some clbsﬁpe
on a long-standing frustration overwhelms better judgment.

Once T get the Batican book-under my belt, I am going to consider
taking on a orofessorship in the CUNY zkmX system which is being
offered to me next year. In oreparation for that, I've had to
orepares a comprehensive curriculum vitas, -

Within that c.v., I have pulled together the titles of all the
articles, essags, monographs, etc., that I have written in
recent years on a variety of subjects.

T have been wahting for some time to publish a collection of

"the better stuff I have written dealing with a remsge of my

interests.

So Itve got two gnuestions: (10 when you get a chance, would vou
look over thest list of titled and let me know if they look
interesting as 2 possible book; and (2) what kind of publishers
are there who might be interested in such a collection?

I know t hat publishers generally are not eager to issue anthologies

or collections,but T also have seen enough of such gemre to know .
that they are done. Mv motive, frankly, is thet with all the lecturing
I do, veople are constantly asking me, "Can we buy one of your books?"
Tntil the Vatican and The Story of Jewish-Christian relations a-e
completed and pu blished, this could be a useful interim volume.
RBesides, after 35 years of working in this field, I'd like to get

all this stuff together 1n a single oackage. ' :

What do you think°

Rest!

MHT
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October 12, 1988

Mrs. Edith B. Everett
150 East 69th Street
New York, NY 10021

- Suite 28K

Dear Edith,

Having found a clearing in the midst of all the emergencies

and crises, | have finally been able to complete the curriculum
vitae that you had requested some time ago. It is still in
draft form, and | submit to you in this way in order to welcome
your reactions, suggestions for any modifications, et cetera.

As of January 1989, | will be retiring from my present 'bureau-
cratic' position, and will become the 'international consultant"
of the AJC, continuing to supervise certain special projects in
which | have particular interests.

| have glso signed a two-book contract with Weidenfeld and Nicol-
son, and will devote my next year intensively to writing a study
of Vatican foreign policy, with special reference to Jews and
Israel. (My second book will be a History of Jewish=Chfistian

Relations.)

In that context, | am now interested in pursuing the possibil-
ities of a professorship with the CUNY system which we have
been discussing. The c.v. is intended as my first demarche in
that direction. :

As soon as you are free, | would be eager to have lunch with you
in order to have the benefit of your advice as to how best to
proceed.

With warmest good wishes, | am,

Cordially, as ever,

Marc H. Tanenbaum

Director
international Relations

MHT : RPR




CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE ' REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

A NEW YORK

934 FIFTH AVENUE
. NEw YORK, N.Y. 10021
TEL.: (212) 535-0100

NEw YORK,

Le 13 octobre 1988

Dear Mr. TANENBAUM,

Thank you very much for your letter and all the
details you ~gave me on the situation of the brother of
M.Barry H. LALO.

I have forwarded both your letter and that of
M.LALO to the appropriate service in Paris. I am sure they
will do their best to help finding a ' solution to your friend's
problem. :

As any country sensitive to human rights, France
has always done its best to assure that these are respected.

Sincerely yours,

A. GADAUD
Consul General

Rabbi Marc H. TANENBAUM

Director

International -Relations
165 East 56th street
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022-2746
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Israel Bans Showing
Of ‘Last Temptatlon

10-22.-82 7 )

By Nancie L. Katz
Newsday Special Correspondent
amm=mral}

~ JERUSALEM
I SRAEL SAID IT-BANNED the “Last Temp-

tation of Christ” so as not to offend its mi-

nority Christians. But the loudest shouts of
approval came from evangelical activists here,
who raise millions of dollars a year from abroad
for the Jewish state.

The country’s film and theater censorship
board decided Monday to ban the controversial
movie — making Israel the first nation to do so
despite widespread demonstrations in the West
over Martin Scorcese’s emotional portrayal of Je-
sus Christ.

Board chairman Yehoshua Justman denied the

decision was made under political pressure. .
Nevertheless, the move underscores a powerful-
foreign lobby in Israel — fundamentalist Chris-
tians — who have been outspoken supporters of
the Jewish state both in deed and money. The so-

called Christian Zionists believe the Holy Land

belongs to Jews, citing biblical passages of God’s
promise to Abraham.

Pat Robertson’s Christian Broadcasting Net-
work, which runs “Family Channel,” has a re-
gional office in Jerusalem. He and preacher Jim-
my Swaggart recently paid visits to the Jewish
state. Billy Graham, an acquaintance of former
prime ministers here, once made a pro-Israeli
film for distribution. And the International
Christian Embassy, the largest Christian Zionist

institution in Israel, regularly sends representa--

tives abroad to garner monetary support for the

country, bringing in, a spokesman said, about $1 -

million annually.

During a year in which international support
for Israel and tourism has plummeted due to the
10-month Palestinian uprising, fundamentalist
Christians abroad have spoken up for the Jewish
state and sponsored programs luring thousands
of evangelical visitors.

“This decision has put Israel in a tremendous

light,” said Jon Willem van der Hoeven, spokes-

The decision underscores
a powerful foreign lobby in
Israel — fundamentalist
Christians — who have
been outspoken
supporters of the J evmsh
state.

man for the embassy. “Israel has more respect
for Christians than gentile Christian nations.
The outcome will be an enormous positive feeling
by millions of Christians toward Israel.”

Van der-Hoeven described the film as a “blas-

. phemous, grotesque caricature’ of Christ, saymg

it pained “‘Christians in the heart of Christianity.”

The film depicts Jesus as torn between human
feelings and his divine nature. Among its most
controversial sceries is that of a crucified Jesus
dreaming of making love to Mary Magdalene. Its
screening in western countries provoked protests
by thousands of Christians. But no other nation,
including Italy, barred the film from distribution.

“They try to be more holy than the pope and I
can’t understand why,” complained Amnon Glo-
bus, director of Golan-Globus-Canon, the film’s
local distributor. “We're going to appeal the deci-
sion and if they will not change their minds, we
shall take them to the courts.”

There are some 100,000 Christians living in
Israel, the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip
and in Jerusalem. The religious affairs ministry,
whose director of Christian affairs sits on the
censorship board, reported receiving complaints
from numerous denominations in Israel, includ-
ing the Greek Orthodox, Latin and Armenian
Patriarchs. /11
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CABLE:INTERESCUE, NEW YORK

INTERNATIONAL TELEX: 237611
RESCUE |
COMMITTEE, INC.

386 PARK AVENUE SOUTH o NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 o TEL.(212) 679-0010

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
OCTOBER 24, 1988

Present for Committee: Mmes. Blinken, Levenstein, 0'Neill, Smithies; Messrs. Cherne,
Hamburg, Hammer, Olmer, Rhodes, Root, Sherwin, Sternberg,
C. Tanenbaum, M. Tanenbaum, Weiner, Weiss, Wiesner.

Present by Proxy: Mrs. Thaws; Messrs. Fitelson, Lyon.
Guest: Nancy Starr.

Present for Staff: Mss. Katel, Stark; Messrs. Bronstein, DeVecchi, Kastner, Williams.

The meeting was opened at 3:50 p.m., at the IRC office, by Dusty Rhodes, Acting
Chairman of the Executive Committee. The minutes of the September 19 meeting were
approved as circulated. Mr. Rhodes welcomed two new members: Catherine 0'Neill
and Marc H. Tanenbaum.

Extended Pension Plan. Dick Hammer, Chairman of the Finance Committee, distributed
- the proposal to expand the pension plan - prepared by Carel Sternberg - to the
Executive Committee. Although there are still some unresolved issues, the Finance
Committee has approved the proposal in principle. Mr. Sternberg pointed out the
four staff categories involved, noting that one of the legal issues involves scope
of coverage. If the proposal is approved in principle, but exceeds the estimated

. cost to management ($120, 000, based on 6% of payroll), it would have to be recon-
sidered.

The Executive Committee extensively discussed the issues: cost, possible dis-
criminatory aspects, legal, budgetary, union and equity factors. Oren Root stressed
the need to have a detailed plan in writing for examination prior to making a
decision -- there are several elements that still need clarification. He recom=
mended a more detailed report from the Finance Committee and a legal opinion: from
Anne Crawford. Mr. Hammer concurred with the consensus that was expressed -- when
the pending issues are resolved, a revised proposal will be submitted to the
Executive Committee for decision.

Fund Raising. A1 Kastner summarized the nine-month fund raising report (January-
September) distributed to the Executive Committee: a $336,000 decrease in U.S.
income resulted primarily from a sharp drop in bequests -- from $550,000 in 1987
to $86,000 this year. On the positive side, there were substantial increases in
foundation grants and direct mail. We will have to raise $1,073,000 during the
last quarter to meet the 1988 budgeted goal of $3,000,000. A problem will be
compensating for the $265,000 raised during the last quarter of 1987 from the




Freedom Award Dinner honoring John Whitehead. Bob DeVecchi noted that we expect
to receive a grant amounting to $80,000-$90,000 before the end of the year from
the Ford Foundation in support of the Citizens Commission on Afghan Refugees.
Also, we have just received $50,000 of an anticipated $100,000 contribution from
a new donor to assist newly arriving refugees sponsored for resettlement by IRC
who have special education needs.

Financial Update. Bob DeVecchi reported that, through August, about $14,000,000
(some 70%) of the $20,000,000 budgeted expenses for 1988 had been spent. The
deficit that exists now should be brought down to about $200,000 by the year's
end -- we might even be able to bring the budget into balance. In response to
questions, Bob and Roy Williams said they would work toward even more complete
reports on program expenditures for advance distribution to the Executive Com-
mittee. Leo Cherne said it was important for our members to have reports in
advance of meetings for more reasonable discussions. Mr. Cherne noted that he
had written to all IRC directors requesting their financial support. He has
invited Michael Blumenthal, the Chairman of UNISYS, to the annual meeting next
month -- he hopes to involve him in IRC affairs, in addition to his role as
Dinner Chairman of the Freedom Award Dinner next April. A growing xenophobic
climate is affecting both our private funding and government financial support,
and we will have to do everything possible to counter this trend.

Euroge. Bob DeVecchi reported on the recent meeting in Rome with the directors
of all IRC European offices. A major problem facing us in Europe is the sharp
cut-back of State Department funding -- the European budget this year was

$2% million, of which $2 million was funded by the State Department. The finan-
cial picture for next year is uncertain, except that funds will be scarcer, but
the decision was for IRC to carry on, with belts tightened. The IRC European
directors - from Marcel Faust; the oldest, in Vienna, to Linda Pell, in Munich,
the youngest - are committed and extremely competent people. We cannot retreat
from our commitment to refugees from the Soviet Union, East Europe in particular,
but we must be prudent about the future in view of the finmancial problems.

Citizens Commission on Afghan Refugees. Roy Williams reported on the Commission's
second trip to Pakistan and Geneva, headed by Dr. James Strickler. Among their
activities. in Pakistan was a meeting with Afghan mujahadeen commanders, who con-
sidered the highly publicized Soviet contribution to the relief effort as
reparations, rather than a reconstruction gift. A major problem relating to the
return of the refugees to Afghanistan will be the millions of plastic mines strewn
around the countryside. A British colonel has identified 20 types of mines, most
made of plastic, not detectable by metal detectors. No real movement back to
Afghanistan was expected until next Spring. In Geneva, the Commission met again
with Sadruddin Aga Khan, the U.N. Coordinator, who reported that his office is

far short of its goal for funds. The Commission will soon prepare and distribute
its report. Lionel Olmer, Chairman of the Commission, noted that Dr. Strickler,
Tom Gouttierre and he met with John Whitehead and other government officials

prior to the recent trip and he hopes that after the November elections further
briefings will be held in Washington D.C. A problem may have to be faced re-
garding the acceptance of State Department funds for the Commission's work, and
yet maintaining its independence. It may well be that the Commission's recommenda-
tions will put the Commission at odds with U.S. government policy.

Freedom Award Dinner. Leo Cherne reported on a meeting he had with Sadruddin
- Aga Khan, who completely supported the postponement of the Freedom Award Dinner .




from December 5 to next April 27. By the time the dinner takes place there may

be some movement of refugees back to Pakistan, which will add meaning to the
event., Unfortunately, about a week after the IRC dinner, there will be another
one for the Afghans at the Plaza, more of a social than a serious event, sponsored
by the Afghan Relief Committee in which Frank Kellogg is involved. Sadruddin

made it clear that he will not be involved in that event. -

Pooled Income Fund. Jim Sherwin and Nancy Starr briefed the Executive Committee

on a meeting with a Vice-President of the Connecticut Bank and Trust Company, the
Trustees for the Pooled Income Fund which will be offered to contributors over

55 years of age. Designated beneficiaries will also have to be over 55. The IRS,
which has approved of the plans we submitted to them, will allow a substantial tax
deduction for contributions to the Fund. The front end cost will be modest, and

the Bank has an excellent record of paying a return of about 9% a year to the donors.
Al Kastner noted that the Executive Committee had already officially approved the
establishment of a Pooled Income Fund.

New Business. Bob DeVecchi called attention to the following developments. The
situation in E1 Salvador has seriously deteriorated and we need to carry out our
commitment to review the program; Roy Williams will be in E1 Salvador in a few
weeks and this should be followed by a second trip of the Commission that went
there last July. An excellent article from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch about
Barbara Smith, a nurse who had worked for IRC in Africa and Asia, is being dis-
tributed to all Board members. In Hong Kong, we are completing the closing of
our day nurseries and looking into the possibility of assisting Vietnamese
refugees there who are 1living under brutal conditions. Marc Tanenbaum spoke on
the growing "compassion fatigue" toward refugees. This is quite different from
the 1978-1980 period when there was so great an outpouring of public sympathy and
support for Vietnamese boat people and Cambodians. Perhaps we can induce the
McNeil-Lehrer or "60 Minutes" program to have a special segment on refugees which
could be coordinated to be shown about the time of the Freedom Award Dinner.

Authorization was given to change the signators for the safe deposit box being
held with Citibank in New York to: Robert P. DeVecchi, Alton Kastner, Myron
Bronstein and Charles Sternberg.

The date of the next Executive Committee meeting was set for Thursday, December 8.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
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Dear Colleague:

Enclosed please find copies of two of my recent addresses.
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"REFLECTIONS ON EMET VE-EMUNAH"
Ismar Schorsch
Speech Delivered to the West Coast Leadership of the Conservative Movement

at the Universi'ty of Judaism, June 6, 1988

I am delighted to be here_ and | want to congrétulate you, Rabbi Kollin, on

convening this outstanding group. | believe that structure is ideology and the

* organization of this meeting reflects our common goal: to create a real movement.

The fact that there are educators, rabbis, cantors, and lay leaders in this assembly
to discuss Emet ve-Emunah is a harbinger of the kin_d of interaction and interfacing
that will create a vital and enérgetic movement. ' . .

There is no question that this document, Emet ve-Emunah, is of enormous
significance. The Reform Movement has long prided itself on the ability to distill
a complex ideology into a relatively simple platform. We all know of the Pittsburgh
platform in the 1880's and the Columbus platform‘of the 1930's. Those were helpful,
ideological statément.s that directeq the Reform Movement.

The Con.servati_v'e movement has never had‘ a statement of such import,
and this document is of value simply by virtue qf the fact that it reflects the first
time that the movement has found the courage to. articulate where it stands. The
value of this document, as | hope to make clear, goes well beyqnd that, but we should
not overlook the fact that it is the first time that the movemént has presented a
fairly short, crisp statement of what it believes.

The absence of such a statement was long nqted. G:le can go back to the
volume of Marshall Sklare, produced in the 1950's. It is still a standard study of

the Conservative movement in which he devotes a full chapter to the absence of

ideology in the Conservative movement. He quotes one of the most energetic




directors of the United Synagogue, a gentlemen by the name of Albert Gordon, who
in 1947 bemoaned the absence of ideology: "I believe,l therefore, that it is of
tremendous importance that Conservative congregations undertake the arduous
but all-rewarding task of formulating the program of Conservative Judaism. It is
the most important task that confronts us." Gordon went on to create a Committee
on the Philosophy of Conservative Judaism. He, unfortunately, did not last long
as director of the United Synagoque, probably because he was too independent and
outspoken. The Committee on the Philosophy of Conservative Judaism never even
met.

So you can see that there is a long history of dodging and denying the
importance of ideology. Let me indicate what | believe was the deleterious
consequence of this avoidance. Ours is a movément that is rife with parochialism.
By that | mean to say that the strength of the movement is also- its weakness. We
take great pride in the poﬁer, the self-sufficienqy, the vitality of our local synagogues.
However, very often our sense of Conservative Judaism does not go beyond the walls
of our local synagogue. That impairs the power of the central organizations of the
movement and, | would like to suggest, also dilutes the sense of movement
consciousness in the congregation itself. Ultimately, orientation and philosophic
position cannpt come from within the congregation, but are a consequence of national
affiliation. Where there is no such affiliation, it seems to me there cannot be a
strong sense of identity for the local synagogue.

As a result, the Conservative movement consists of many, many congregations,
and a few national organizations — with not a great deal of communication between
these levels of organization.

The Seminary has not played a very constructive role in addressing this




problem. 'In fact, | believe that the Seminary has been one 6f the major impediments
to the formulation of the kind of ideology t_hét would orient local synagogues and
contribute mightily to the creation of the national movement as a religious force
in America. The Seminary was reluctant to articulate a Pittsburgh or Columbus
platform because it was internally quite conflicted. From the days of Solomon
Schechter, there was a reluctance to overtly and openly form a third religious party
in America. Schechter came to bridge differences. He came to unite American
Judaism. Consequently, he was adverse to the idea of forming another denomination.
That legacy became a central policy within the confines of the Seminary. Dr.
Finkelstein's vision of tl;:e institution was to make Americ_aﬁ Judaism respectabfe
in the land of immigrants — and he succeeded mightily. Eventually, he came to

be regarded as the spokesman for American Judaism, an achievement that earned

" him a spot on the cover of Time Magazine in the 1950's. But an individual who seeks

to make all of Judaism respectable to American society is not going to be preoccupied
with the creation of a powerful religious movement. |

That orientation began to change under my predecessor, Dr. Gerson Cohen.
It changed, hml-.rever, by virtue of his being drawn into the movement, rather than
charging out to take hold of the leadershipl of the movement. The issue, of course,
which drew him into the vc;rtex of movement affairs was the ordination of w;::men
as rabbis. Once he determined to take up that issue, he fought it through with courage
and skill and, thereby, brought the Seminary into the ma-elstrom of the move.ment.
That involvement, however, was m-)t a broad policy but rather the result of a single
issue which could not be avoided.

| want you to know that my own vision of the role of the Seminary is quite

at odds with that of the founders of the institution. We live in a highly denominational




age and | think that we can make a most meaningful contribution to American Judaism
by speaking from within a denominational structure. If we are to impact religiously,
then we have to speak with confidence about our religious position and not seek
to dilute and submerge our identity by talking for "all" of American Judaism. The
fact is that ideologically, there is no coherent American Judaism. There are different
religious positions. | am convinced that we represent as authentic, broadminded,
and honest a religious position as any in America. We will best serve American
Judaism by speaking with cogency and insight about Conservative Judaism.

Toward that end, | think that it is the responsibility of the Seminary to provide
actively leadership for the movement and we are presently trying to supply it both
inside and outside America. It is the obli;_;ation of the leadership of the movement
to create instruments for collaboration, i:or long-term planning and for greater service
to our movement's constituencies. Those instruments require transcending
organizatioﬁal frameworks. They beg for interfacing. Thaf is what the administration
at the Seminary is seeking to accomplish. We have begun our struggle with several
modest steps.

A few years ago, we created the Chancellor's Leadership Council, which

is still a fledgling effort to bring the leaders of the national organizations into serious

dialogue and cooperative long-term planning. | believe that our greatest success

is the leadership council that has been created here in Southern California. There
is no question that this kind of collaboration has to be effected on the regional level.
You have done it first and with great efficacy and | hope that your example will
become an inspiration to regions of Conservative Jews across the country.

The Seminary has tried to interact with its rabbinic graduates with greater

effect. Rabbinic education cannot end with commencement. The Seminary has
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an obligation not only to put rabbis into pulpits, but to keeb them there. That means
rejuvenation. That means continued study. Toward that.end, we ran our firs;t rabbinic
institute last winter for some fifty rabbis of the Néw York metropolitan region at
Seminary expense; We intend to conduct such institutes at the pace of two a year.
The next two will take place in the Midwest and the Southeasf. .If we can su_staiﬁ
that pace and attéin the réquisite level of funding, it is our conviction that we will
upgrade the morale and quality of the Conservative rabbinate, and thereby impact
the entire movement.

The Seminary is deeply involved in attempting io resolve differences between
ihe United Synagogue and the Rabbinical Aséembly. You will recall the resolutions
that were brought up fbr adoption, but not passed, at the last United. Synagogue
Convention. The United Synagogue decided to give the Seminary a chance to bridge
differences and | believe we will be successful. |

In t_hese negotiatioﬁs, we have discovered that there is a great desire-.to
cooperate. Much of the suspicion that abounds in the movement is a function of

the lack of interaction. Were there a force that was strong enough to bring us

together around the table, to get us to share our anxieties and our visions, we would

be able to bridge_ differences. They would dissolve. We are convinced that these
negoti‘ations will be a model for the resolution of differences which are inevitable
ina nefwork of affiliated organizations.

Finally, let me just indicate that in the area of Zio.nism, we have again
attempted to bring the organizations of the movement together in cooperation.
Mercaz is going to be turned int_d a think tank ,lon the relationship between
Conservative Judaismland Zionisﬁ. We will have our first conferen_ce in September '

1988 at the Seminary, with invitations to Ieadei's of the movement across the board.



It -is our hope that out of that conference important papers and common resolutions
will emerge. We envisage similar conferences held across the country to help us
think through the difficult problems of [srael, the diaspor;a, and the entire medley
of issues in the Middle Easf.

The Seminary has become increasingly active outside of America and | want
to bring this to your attention as well. lIsrael is a top priority for this administration
because Israel needs moderate religious alternatives. We have moved cooperatively
to raise spending for Conservat_ive activities this yearl to the level of well over $3.5
million. A few ‘m(.mths ago, we were awarded $1.5 million by the Jewish Agency;
two years ago we got absolutely nothing. This new funding will enable us to create
a large and vibrant movement in Israel which, in ti-me, will upgrade our morale here
in America.

Our activities outside of America are not restricted to Israel. There is a
strong Conservative movement emerging in South America, thanks to the pioneering
work of Marshall Meyer. That movement is led by a rabbinical seminary in Buenos
Aires. A few weeks ago, we moved to solidify our relationship with the Seminario
Rabbinico. Professor Avraham Holtz just returned from a month's teaching there.
We have their students studying in New York and in Israel. In a variety of ways,
we are building Iink; fo that bridgehead. of Conservative Judaism in South America.

At our next. commencement, we will award an honorary doctorate to Louis
Jacobs, the spiritual leader of Conservative Judaism in England.- It is again a measure
of our determination that we seek to bring a Conservative interpretation of Judaism

to Europe as well as South America.

What is the reason for this shift in Seminary policy vis-a-vis the movement?

If the institution has been somewhat wary of being overly identified with the

*
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movement, .why is it that the present ‘administration has abandoned that cautian.
and declared our fate bound up with. that of the mdvément?

We are doing so for two reasons. First, because | believe that the approach
of Conservative _Judaism to the Jewish experiencé. is historically correct, and that
our restructuring of Judaism is sociologically appropriate for our time.

There is, however, a second reason, which is much more pragmatic. The

Seminary will not survive unless there is a meaningful and powerful religious

movement behind it. When the Seminary was founded at the end of the nineteenth
century, there were no bastions of Judaic study in the country. The only place where
one could pursue Jewish scholarship was in a je.wish institution. That is not the
case today. The proliferation of Judaica in the American university is one of the
great achievements of the enﬁancipation struggle, but it has somewhat altered the
mission of a religious academy like our own. We are proud of the fact that we are
ét the forefrﬂnt of the study of Judaica. We do it as well as anyone in Israel or
America, btjf that cannot be our onlly mission. We are determined to mediate the
results of Jewish scholarship into a meaningful religious philosophy and practice
for Jews across the world. It is the creation of such a movement which will assure

the ultimate survival of the Seminary.

You have a§sembled to speak about Emet ve-Emunah and by now you must
be c-:onvinced. that | will not touch the -docu_ment. | want to disabuse you of that
suspi;::ion immediately. | merely sought to begin by establishing the broad framework
witlh:'n which you can properly evaluate the significance of this document. For this
document is not an isolated.fact but is part of a direction for the whole movement.

How would | characterize the document? Let me begin by telling you about

a picture. Some of you have seen the magnificent painting which hangs in my office.



It is a large painting by the Polish Jewish painter, Moshe Minkowsky. It was done
in 1910 and it still has the original brass frame. It is called hetzitz ve'nifga, "he
looked and was impaired." It is a painting of a scene from a Yeshivah with students
standing or sitting in study. They do not have books in front. of them because there
is an instructor. On 1Ithe left side of the picture there is a bearded man, fairly young,
holding forth on a page of Talmud with great intensity. Everyone around is absorbed
with the lesson except one gentleman, a young, sensitive, clean-shaven man in the
very middle of the painting, who is looking out at the viewer. He is not listening
anymore to the rabbi. His mind is elsewhere. The others are still mesmerized by
that page of Talmud and its mediator. The frail young man, however, has already
begun to drift away...

That haunting painting is based on the Talmudic legend of the four who entered
Paradise, the enigmatic tale about the study of Jewish mysticism. Rabbinic tradition
was very cautious about opening up the secrets of Jewish mysticism to the masses.
In that well-known story four entered its portals: habbi Akiva, Alisha ben Abuya,
Ben Zoma and Ben Azai. The Talmud tells us that only Rabbi Akiva came out of
the experience whole. Alisha ben Abuya eventually left Judaism. He was fascinated
by Hellenistic culture. (The late Milton Steinberg wrote a magnificent historical
biography, As a Driven Leaf, about the torlmented figure of Alisha ben Abuya.) Ben
Azai died very quickly of the experience, and Ben Zoma, the Talmud tells us, hetzitz
mj_tgg, "he threw a glance and was impaired." When he returned, he could not
reintegrate. In fact, he was approached by some of his colleagues and did not respond.
Ben Zoma's mind, the Talmud tells us, was elsewhere.

The figure in the painting by Minkowsky is Ben Zoma updated for the end

of the nineteenth century. What has impaired that young, emaciated, preoccupied

v




yeshivah Bokher in Minkowsky's painting is not 1he. study of mysticism, but probably
the taste of secqlar ‘learning. He is looking out. He is gazing through a window.
He is searching out the large, "off-limits" world outside the confines of the yeshivah.
He seeks to return to that world, and betokens Minkowsky's painting to be a statement
~of an’ either/or philosophy. it articulates the world of Orthodoxy which, in the
nineteenth century, declared: '_'You are either with us or against us. You cannot |
. live in _bdth worlds. You are either of the Beit Midrash or you are of the outside
world. There is no bridge, no compromise, no integration."

Emet ve-Emunah is a repudiation of that philosophy. It is a stat_ement about
dual allegiances, and | use the word-advisedly for it sends shivers through any Jew
with a historical memory. We were accusedlof dual loyalty time andl again during
the e'ma;ncipation. You cannot be a German and a Jew. You cannot be an American
and a Jew. You have got to disappear into the melting pot. Emet ve-Emunah is
“an assertion of the Iegitimaf:y, of dual loyalties. It is a statement about the
correctness of str'i_ving to be both_m__ the modern world and _in the Jewish tradition.
This is a book about "two-dimensional" Judaism, not "either/or" Judaism!

Now where did Conservative Judaism get the courage to articulate a vision
that said that one can be both of his time and part of tradition? The Seminary and
its précursor in Breslau received t!';e inspiration for this two-dimensional Judaism
'f.rom the recovery of the Sefardic legacy. If Orthodoxy was grounded in eastern
Europe, Conservative Judaism was born of a conviction that an alternate form of
Judaism had once flourished on the Iberian peninsula. In the halls of Breslau, scholars
struggled to recover the philosophic tradition of Sefardic Jewry obliterated by eastern |
European Orthodoxy. Heinrich Graetz, the great historian of the Jewish people,

luxuriated in the cultural accomplishments of Spanish Jewry. If you think of the




faculty at the Seminary, you will realize the central role that the Sefardic mystique
played at 3080 Broadway. One of the people that Schechter brought over was Israel
Friedlaender, an Arabist and one of the most promising young Islamic scholars of
his day. Friedlaender was a contemporary of Israel Davidson, who recovered so
much of medieval Hebrew poetry, primarily created in Spain. My own beloved teacher,
Shalom Spiegel, also a teacher of Professor Gillman, was in the tradition of
Friedlaender and Davidson. Gerson Cohen, himself, was trained in Islamic studies.
.He taught Arabic at Columbia, and wrote of Jewish culture in the Iberian peninsula.
In our own day our provost, Raymond Scheindlin, has produced a beautiful study
and selection of non-religious Sefardic poetry, Of Wine, Women and Death. It was
on the basis of this work that he won a Guggenheim Fellowship this year. Scheindlin
is again in the mold of Friedlaender and Graetz, who identified with the Sefardic
proposition that you can live in two cultw;es, the Islamic-Arabic orbit and the
Jewish-Rabbinic orbit. It is that vision of another type of Judaism that has inspired
the Seminary and, | believe, pervades this document. The very title of Emet
ve-Emunah conveys a twofold commitment, a loyalty to truth (emet) and a loyalty
to faith (emunah), and a conviction that they are not in conflict. Truth and faith
can live in harmony. That was the reality of the Judeo-Sefardic culture and the
unspoken aspiration of the Seminary now crystallized in this eloquent declaration
of Conservative Judaism.

Let me be a little more specific. Where does this two-dimensional conception
of Judaism express itself in Emet ve-Emunah? All over, in every page! Its treatment
of halakhah is that of a disciplinary way of life which is dynamic and evolving. This
is a document that stresses the importance of religious discipline, of practicing

religion in repetitive rituals and, yet, one that asserts that these rituals are not
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immutable and have always been subject to outsidg influences and new sensibilities.

Another example. Thlis is a document fhat talks 6f Messianic gradualism,
without succumbing to the contr_adiction in terms. Messianists _are, if anything,
excessive. They want instant gratification.' The age (;f par_'adise 'is to be achieved
tomorrow at the latest. Yet this is a document which avows our belief in that ultimate
goal — but we are not going to reach it through cataclysmir.; change. Change is
going to be evdlutionary‘ rather than cafaclysmic.

This is a document that cou_raéeodsly avows the validity of the Diaspora.
We are deeply committe.d to the survival and flourishing of Israel, but we are not

going to accept the proposition that Judaism cannot thrive outside of a Jewish

| homeland.

This is a document that propounds universalism and particularism. Mordechai

Kaplan would have been most unhappy with this document because it reasserts the

meaningfulness of the concept of chosenness and, at the same time, claims that

we are open to the wisdom of Gentiles. Judaism does not have the whole truth,

Our history gives ample evidence of having gained insights and.acquired sensitivities

from 'the.religions of other people. It is again a wonderful example of dual !oyalty,
of a two-dimensional Judaism that is confident of its own uniqﬁe mission in human
history and yet open to the wisdom of non-Jews.

This is a document that depicts Jewish p-rayer‘as something firm and fixed.
It is to be conducted in Hebrew. It is to be structured around the matbea shel tefila,
the set core of the prayér service. And yet-, it is a liturgical form open to
development, to the refraction of contemporary tastes and anxieties.

This is a document that has two modes of study, the traditional and the

modern. The texts that we study are the same that are st'udiéd in the world of




Orthodoxy. Very often we study them with similar means. But that is not the only
way these texts can be approached. They are also to be subjected to the critical
scholarship of the Western world. We are convinced that this dual approach will
uncover layers of meaning in our texts that eluded our ancestors and lie beyond
the grasp of traditional learning.

This is a document tI'“}at articulates a vision of an egalitarian and a traditional
Judaism. The open receptivity to women at all levels of the movement and in all
arenas of religious life does not militate against the preservation of tradition.

And what do we expéct of our laity? Is it simply mechanical practice? Is
it simply the execution of a daily ritual? By no means. We expect far more. There
is a curriculum set forth here. There is an expectation of continued st_udy among
our laity. Judaism is to be an object of thought as well as practice, an impetus for
self-transcendence based on daily study of the ancient texts in the traditional fashion
and in the manner of the American university. Wherever you touch this document
you see that polarity, you see that two-dimensional character, you see that stubborn
allegiance to different, yet complementary and mutually enriching goals.

Permit me to reformulate what | think is the overriding spirit of this
document. Simon the Righteﬁus was wont to say: "The world rests on three things:
on Torah, orla worship, and on good deeds."” These are also the three foci of this
document. As a movement, we are to be distiﬁguishec_i by the way we study Torah,
by the way we pray, and by the way we conduct our lives. In each of these areas,
| believe you can best characterize Conservative Judaism as an existential effort
to preserve the past and to respond to the challenges of the present. It is clearly
a twofold and two-dimensional affair.

What would | strengthen in this document? There are several things that



| would deepen and enrich. | would spend time on the richness of ritual. There is
a degree of unease about ritual in the dc;cument, and yet | believe that the key to
ideology is ritual. People do not believe v.vithout practice. That is why our ancestors
responded at Mount Sinai: na'aseh v'nishma. You must practice Judaism and eventually
you will come to accept it as true and meaningful. Ritual is ideology encapsulated.
That does not mean that we should avoid its articulatién, but rather that we cannot
rest satisfied with ideology, for it is the crucible of practice which dee;:;en's our
understandiﬁg and tests our commitment to ideology.

I believe that the section oﬁ revelation is tentative and somewhat shallow,
in part because we ha\fé lost the power of reading Torah in our synagogues. Torah
is a _burden for wus in ﬁur synagogues. We do Inot have enough __b_a{gj_ep_k_tia_h_,. We are
impeded by the length. Our readers are not very good, our congregants appear
impatient, and we are ready to forgo the ritual expression of revelation in our
synagogues. For us, revelation is an ideological concept. For Judaism, it is a weekly
réligious experience of the word of God, recited aloud in the synagogue. Unless
we cah recapture the mystery of reading Torah, which is a re-enactment of the
experience at Sinai, we will never be comfortable with the notion of revelation.

Finally, | would suggest that we must Qo beyond ideology to the building

of community. That is the great achievement of the Orthodox world — the

‘construction of intimate, supportive communities. We have built large synagogues,

but have not often created an intimate -community, one that is bound together by
a religious rhythm. The rhythm of our synagogues is not dictated by Jewish practice.
It is dictated by sociaf events, organizational meetings, and fundraising but not by
the Jewish calendar. If we are ever to go beyond ideology, to ritual and corhmunity,

then we must implant in our laity a new intensity of commitment to the practice



of Judaism. The key to the building of community is a broad-based and impassioned
practice of ritual, and this document ought to be an inspiration for us to translate
ideology into vital community living.

In conclusion, let me just observe what | said at the outset, that we ought
not to be embarrassed about being denominational. This is a virulently denoniinational
age, and we will not address the tensions in the community by being
non-denominational. | am convinced that we serve the community best by
demonstrating that our denominational position is sensitive to the welfare of the
total community, appreciative of the value of diversity, and confident in its reading
of the Jewish experience. There is no benefit in submerging our identity. On the
contrary, Emet ve-Emunah should inspire us to stand proud and firm as Conservative
Jews while identifying actively with the fate and faith of all sectors of the Jewish

world.
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A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS"

_ Ismar Schorsch.
Speech Delivered to the Conservative Movement Conference on Zionism

at the Jewish Theological Seminary, September .7' 1988

In Februar_y 1923, Albert Einstein gave the inaugural lecture of the Hebrewl
University on Mount Scopus. In his introductory remarks, Menahem Ussischkin spoke
of the “Iec'térn that had waited for him for two thousand years". On a smaller scale,
the Zionist Movement. had to wait nearly lnine decades before Conservative Judaism
appeared at a Zionist congress. What a sad and senseless‘ delay. The folunders of
Conservatism wefe avowed Zionists before Herzl was born. Intrepidly, Zacharias
Frankel and Heinrich Graetz defended the national character of Judaism. For them,
Hebrew was a living language, th;'.- Jewish people aldynamic_ force, the land of Israel
an object of longing, and exile a condition of Jewish existence fundamentally
unchanged by emancipation. They railed against Reform because it had so readily
bétrayed the nationhood of Israel, and their courage, pride, and scholarship were
to form the seedbed for many a later Zionist.

Our collective debut in Jef_usalem at the 31st Zionist .Congress was respectable,
pro—active. and influential. But the hype of a congress S(;.-on wears off and the
quickening energy of the next is still years away. What is there for us as a movement
to do in the interval? To be_ truly fulfilling, our admission into the World Zionist
Organization must require more of uUs than an on-going concern for new members

and an occasional election campaign. The convening of this conference of

~Conservative leaders is a response to that challenge. It is meant to help us deepen

our personal commitment to Israel through dialogue and deliberation. It will afford
us the chance to share our 'unease-, to examine our views, to give voice to our ideals.

On the basis of papers written in advance, Conservative leaders from Israel and




America convened at this conference will work toward a set of resolutions on a
panoply of issues related to Israel and of grave concern to all Jews. Even if consensus
eludes us, this conference will not have failed if we have managed to create a serious
forum for joint reflection, which hopefully will be replicated here and in other regions
of the country. To ensure that result, we shall publish the papers and resolutions
of this conference. | salute you for joining in this bold venture: the Conservative
~ movement is about to add a vital theoretical dimension to its burgeoning presence
in Israel.

What has prompted our Copernican turn to Zion? Why this vast collective
enterprise to coordinate long-standing individual efforts, recruit new talent, raise
more money, and form a political party within the WZ0, to strengthen our position
in Israel? If we persist, Mercaz and Masorti Judaism will soon become household
words within our movement. | believe there are at least four cogent reasons why
we ought to be active in Israel on a large scale. |

First, Israel embodies a unique historical achievement, which remains undimmed
after forty years: namely, the reversal of two millennia of national homelessness.
The recovery of political sovereignty in the very land in which it was ld_st to the
Romans in the year 63 BCE is a singular expression of unbroken historical
consciousness steeled by religious faith. What is more, Israel's sterling record of
commitment to democracy, political stability, absorption of refugees, social equity,
agricultural development, scientific excellence, cultural creativity, and military
prowess, compiled under the most adverse of conditions, is unmatched by any other
state founded after the Second World War. For Conservative Jews, as heirs of the
Historical School, to observe this. adventure in defiance of historical inertia and
political difficulty from the sidelines is a travesty.

Second, Israel represents the most potent force -for unity in a secular age

in which the Jewish people has become deeply fragmented religiously. Israel stirs




the emotions of secular and reiigio’us Jews alike, especially in moments of crisis.
Its very existence, according to Abraham Joshua Heschel, helped alleviate the anguish
of the Holocaust, and its stunning accomplishments inspired Diaspora Jews with
awe, pride, and ethnic commitment. Nothing endangers that centralify more gravely
than the continued growth of Orthodox power in public life. It is preferable to drop
the Law of Return, once a symbol of Jewish unity, rather than delegitimize the
Reform and Conservative rabbinates of the ‘Diaspora by _amendin'g' ite Israel must
not permit itself to be progressively fecast in the image of an East European shtet!,
and to address that nightmarish prospect | call on its political leaders to legislate
military service for all qua.iified yeshiva students and the requirement of a university
degree for all state rabbis a;ld rabbinic judges. - Insularity has always been the ideal
breeding ground for religious folly and fanaticism.

Third, as Conservative Jews, we are in Israel to offer an altémative Judaism. .

The vast majority of Israelis have been religiously disenfranchised, severed from

_their spiritual roots. To be sure, they are secular by choice, but also in part by lack -

of choice. How fnany Jews would be left in the open society of Canada or the United .

‘States if Orthodoxy were ‘the only religious option? The national definition of

Jewishness in a Jewish state has concealed the catastrophic failure of Orthodoxy
to expose some 80% of Israeli society to even a modicum of religious vocabulary,
study, and observance. And the more introverted and coercive it becomes, the greater

the alienation. The introduction of genuine religious pluralism is vital not only to

"improve lsrael-Diaspora relations but also to reconnect Israelis to Judaism. The

inroads into Israeli society that we have already made convince me that Conservatism
is ideally suited for that historic task.

Fourth and ﬁnally,l our deepening involvement in Israel is motivated by a
fear of pol.itical rupture. The per’vasﬁe poiiticai ethos of modern Jewry since the

emancipation has been democratic and not authoritarian for very good reason. The



extension of varying degrees of equality to Jews .in countries like England, France,
Prussia, and Russia was always related to a broader revolutionary thrust to restructure
the body politic, and hence the advocates of Jewish emancipatio;n were never to
be found among the defenders of the old order. Not surprisingly, Jews aligned
themselves with the politics of their benefactors and embraced the vision of a free
society based on the rule of law. Whatever their individual preference today, Jews
in the Diaspora remain viscerally committed to the political culture of Western
democracy.

The rising tide of contempt for this political culture in Israel among certain
right wing circles and all too many young people threatens the basic concord on
this issue that has existed between Israel and the Diaspora since the founding of
the state, especially if Meir Kahane and his ilk aré saying what others merely think.
Jews cannot denounce Le Pen in France and back Kahane in Israel. Such blatant
hypocrisy would not only |"epel Diaspora Jewry but mock the founders of Israel itself.
To trifle with Israel's commitment to democracy is a faustian gamble that will cost
all Jews dearly.

The Intifida erupted during the. Zionist Congress in December and has yet
to be quelled.. Despite the merciless scrutiny of the media, it has been ﬁandled with
a degree of restraint reminiscent of the Haganah's policy of Havlagah (restraint)
" toward the Palestinian uprisings of the thirties, and surely with less brutality and
- bloodshed than dsually mark the repression of a national rebellion. Still, the eruption
is deeply troubling, and it would be feckless and irresponsible if | were to withhold
my opinion on this occasion. The matter is far too important to all Jews for this
conference to remain silent. Israel's fate hangs in the balance, and we should not
be cowed by voices of authority and expertise. Well informed judgment is a good
instrument for seeing the obvious.

What is obvious after ten months of insurrection is that the struggle has finally
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come down to one between the actual inhabitahts of the land, the lsraglis and the
Palestinians. The surrounding Arab states which had led the battle against Israel
since 1948 have withdrawn from the fray. Egypt settled for a separate peace after
a semblance of victory in the Yom Kippur War to which it has adhered despite much
Israeli intransigence and provocation. Jordon has maintained a peaceful bor&er
with Israel at least since 1970 when it drove out the PLO. Israel's invasion of Lebanon
proved that Syria will not fight alone, and there is Iit-tle prospect of a quick
rapprochement between Syria and Iraq, regardless of what happens bet';veen lraq
and Iran. If anything, it is probably that reduction of tensions in the region and
the continued impotence of the PLO that eventually drove the Palestinians in
desperation to seize the initiative.

In short, Israel is confronted with an internal and not an external problem.
A population of one-and-a-half _million Palestinians in Gaia and on the West Bank
has ﬁade it poignantly clear that it will no longer suffer Isr-aeli rule, whatever its
material benefits. Forty-one years after the original U.N. plan to partition the
country, the idea is finally gaining acceptance among a growing number of

Palestinians, and that long retarded step forward offers a glimmer of hope for a

. political settlement between the only two parties directly affected by the creation

of Israel. The Intifada has not challenged Israel's security as much as its moral
fiber. To paraphrase the biting comment of the late and beloved Ernst Simon, the
Palestine problem has become an. internal Jewish problem fn much the same manner
as aanSemitism is essentially an internal Christian problem.

However, a will‘ingness to trade land for peace is anathema to the romantic,
messianic mindset of the national camp in Israel. The stunning victory of 1967 blunted
the pragmatic spirit which had built Israel and unleashed a fervor of messianic
triumphalism which eventually transvalued Judaism itself. The settlement of Judah

and Samaria and even Gaza suddenly loomed as the supreme commandment. Joshua




superseded Moses and his bqo’k of conquests that of the Humash. The Arab became
Amalek reincarnate and the much touted stranger of the Bible redefined as a convert
of Judaism. To this potent mix, Menahem Begin added the bitter resentment still
seething from the trauma of the Holocaust. It was now foisted as a world view and
a basis for foreign policy. As the popular song of the 70's put it: "ha-olam kulo
negdeinu, the whole world is againsf us',

The'consequences of this mindset have been nothing short of catastrophic—a
misguided venture into Lebanon, a government held hostage by extremists on the
West Bank, the privatization of arms, the brutalization of Israel's youth, and a refusal
to address the Palestinian problem.

In 1971 in an essay entitled "Education for Humanity in Time of War", Yigal
Alon wrote: "If we shall be a light unto ourselves, perhaps we will also be a light
unto others. Certainly not before." The Judaism of the West Bank, of Gush Emunim,
is without light. The basest form of modern nationalism in Jewish garb, it violates
the most fundamental of biblical injunctions: "You shall not copy the practices
of the land of Egypt where you dwelt, or of the land of Canaan to which | am taking
you; nor shall you follow their customs." (Lev. 18:3) The Judaism | know cares
deeply for the welfare of mankind. The book of Genesis is not only about the promise
of the Land but also its purpose. Abraham and his descendants were called by God
to be a source of universal blessing, a model of virtue to counter the lure of paganism.
And the land was to be a laboratory for a noble experiment: the formation of a
just and righteous society. But the vision had first to be limned in blood. Suffering
would intensify the passion for justice. After his victory over the four kings, Abraham
the warrior could have seized the land immediately, but the experience of oppression
and slavery had to precede the achievement of statehood. The Bible's ubiquitous
compassion f;ar the stranger, the non-Israelite, is rooted in the degradation of Egyptian

bondage.



Nor was the land ever granted unconditionally. On the contrary, its retention

- came to be regarded as a function of the piety and justiéé of its body politic. To

pervert God's law would defile the Ia_nd and lead to expulsion. The world harbored
enough decadent societies. The language oflth-e Bible is visceral. "So let not the
land spew you out for defiling it, as it spewed out the nation that came before.you.“
(Lev. 18:28) God's impatience with Israel throughout the Bible is a measure of the
universal stakes. Mankind needs a mentor. After the failure of the flood to alter
human r;ature, God took recourse to instruction by example. Israel's way_wardness
imperils the very survival of the human race.

Jewry's long exilic ordeal deepened the message of its mission. Outside their
homeland, they once again became the proverbial stranger o-f the biblical text. I‘The
manner of their treatment would measure the humanity of the nation in which they
lived. The recurring strL.zgg!e by Jews the world over to maintain their distinctive
faith and communal autonomy delivered an. implicit claim for the existence of an
inal_ienable right to be different. From the Roman Empire to interwar Europe, Jews
sought Iegél protection for their religious and cuitural independence. The cumulative
weight of their endurance and success Iegitim'ized the value and beauty of diversity.
In the picturesque words of Moses Mendelssohn to Christian Europe: "Dear brothers,
you are well-meaning. But do not let yourselves be deceived! To belong' to this
omnipresent shepherd, it is not necessary foa; the entire flock to graze on one pasture
or to enter and leave the fnaster's house through just one door."

Zionism did not triumph by betraying that noble religious and historical legacy.

"The restoration of Zion would create, as Alon put it, "a model .of a totally moral

Jewish existence in a model human society." The parochialism of Judaism always

‘had at its core an ecumenical thrust. Our exercise of power must continue to accord

with the lofty moral standards we espouéed when powerless, for that is the ultimate

biblical sanction of a Jewish state—to validate our vision in the crucible of reality.



That legacy may be taxing, but it is ennobling.

No one has given more eloquent expression to this vision of Israel in our day
than Alon, who died too young. He often spoke of Zionism as the sustained effort
to create "a model of a totally moral Jewish existence in a model human society."
Toward the end of his essay on "Education for Humanity," he warned of the danger
to turn hatred into a state of mind.

The relationship to the Arab as an individual and to the Arabs as a group
is one of the primary human tests facing Israeli society. With all the
understandable bitterness in the hearts of many Jews toward the Arabs, we
must never permit our feelings of fury to become a mindset of enmity. Hatred
of the enemy is not a condition for combat. For that, it is enough to love

 the people and the land. In contrast, hatred is liable to be an obstacle on
the way to peace. What is more, it may well become a drug that in time
will poison our very souls.





